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Chapter 1, Drawing Out Heavenly Ideas to Meet Earthly Needs
Praying in the Spirit is a powerful and crucial key to birthing this last days revival of God in its full strength across America and around the world.
Many Christians know that praying in the Spirit (also called "praying in tongues") is a mighty key to releasing effective intercessory prayer and that it greatly enhances our worship of God. However, I have found that the majority of Christians do not fully comprehend the fact that praying in the Spirit is also a tremendous key to releasing streams of blessings from God into our lives in many other areas as well. 
Praying In Tongues:
 
	Is the initial evidence of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:4)
	Edifies us spiritually. (1 Cor. 14:4)
	Brings spiritual refreshing. (Isaiah 28:11,12)
	Aids powerfully in intercessory (and other types of) prayer. (Romans 8:26,27)
	Keeps us cleansed and free from the world's contamination. (1 Cor. 14:2,28b)
	Brings the tongue under subjection. (James 3:8)
	Helps us express thanksgiving, praise and worship to God. (1 Cor. 14:16,17)
	Reminds us of the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. (John 14:16,17)
	Enriches our lives by releasing God's revelation knowledge into our minds. (1 Cor. 14:13 15)

Since I believe there is a great need for emphasizing the last point, I want us to concentrate on it. 
Praying in tongues is a powerful, exciting and practical tool that can be used to release an abundance of God's beneficial wisdom, knowledge and ideas into every area of our lives. Yet it seems many Christians are unaware of the potential usefulness of this gift in this specific way. 
After we have prayed in tongues, we should draw out God's creative and victorious ideas from the fullness of the Holy Spirit within us. Then we should put them into practical use daily, benefiting ourselves and others as well.
To illustrate, Oral Roberts received most of his revelation about what, how and when to construct the buildings on the campus of O.R.U. by praying in the Spirit and "interpreting out" God's revelation.
Rev. Terry Law, founder and president of Living Sound, was moved into a new direction for his ministry recently as he prayed in the Spirit and God released revelations and instructions into his mind. The Lord spoke to him about salvation, healing and deliverance through praise and worship.
Personal experience has also taught me the importance of praying in the Spirit and drawing out or "interpreting" out practical ideas which make life much more pleasant and productive in every area.
Recently, for example, while I was praying in the Spirit, the Lord impressed me to build a swimming pool at our Retreat Center in northern Florida. He showed me exactly where to put the pool, outlined the bathhouse, restrooms ... and even where to put the campground area which we have planned for the future. This information did not come in words, but in a series of "knowings" and pictures which filled my mind.
Now that the pool area is completed and in frequent use, it is obvious to all that it is perfectly located for picnicking and fellowshiping with one another. Not only building plans, but also practical revelations on how to conduct our business affairs, write books and publications and effectively counsel people with problems (and more) is available to us when we pray in the Spirit. When we pray much "in tongues" or "in the Spirit," God's creative and problem solving ideas are released into our lives. Life becomes rich, victorious and exciting!
As we were sharing our experiences of praying in the Spirit with some dear friends (Billy Joe and Sharon Daugherty of Tulsa, Oklahoma), Billy Joe told us about a church he pastored that grew at such a rapid (almost explosive) rate, that they soon needed a new, larger sanctuary. However, they were not able to obtain permission to build a new church building. Also, after much searching, they found that none of the existing buildings in Tulsa seemed adequate to house their congregation.
Tired from searching and not knowing what action to take, Billy Joe began to pray in tongues. He said, "While sitting in my office praying in tongues about 11 o'clock in the evening, I began to interpret my prayer. Like a bombshell of revelation, God spoke powerfully to me, 'Tink Wilkerson's Automart is the next place for the church."
How wonderful it is to receive practical revelation from the Holy Spirit! This kind of knowledge does not come by "putting two and two together," that is, by inductive or deductive reasoning. It is sovereignly given by the Holy Spirit as we pray in tongues and release the flow of His revelation into our minds.
Billy Joe continued, "One day we were trying to decide where we should put the sound booth in our church without sacrificing any of the seating capacity. We needed every available seat since attendance was so good that some could not find seats.
"While walking down the hallway, praying in the Holy Spirit, 'Over the stairwell' came out of me. So we put the sound booth up over the stairwell in the corner and it was a perfect place for it. This also saved valuable seating space that we needed.
"Now we all pray in the Spirit at our staff meetings for 30 40 minutes instead of sitting around trying to use our natural minds to decide what to do. During this time, we draw impressions out of the fullness of the Holy Spirit within us, jot these ideas down on notepads as they come or interpret our tongues after we have prayed in tongues for a while. We keep notes of these ideas or impressions and then share them during our meetings. God has given us many things about mission outreaches, ideas for our Christian schools and other practical revelations. We get revelation and understanding constantly as we move in this area of the Holy Spirit."
As Billy Joe shared with us, I thought about the thousands of Christian businessmen who need to grab hold of this truth and practice it daily. If they would pray in tongues and then pray God's interpretations and revelations out through their minds (making God's creative ideas operational in their businesses and lives), they would prosper marvelously. Truly, this is a day and hour to move into this truth.
Praying Always ... In The Spirit
As the waves of the Holy Spirit move across America and this world like a rising tide, we need to take a fresh look at God's command that we are to be:
… praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit... (Ephesians 6:18).
In other words, God commanded us through the apostle Paul that we are to:
Pray In The Spirit:
... in every season,
...on every occasion,
... all the time,
...at every opportunity!
This means that we are to pray "in tongues" or "in the Spirit" every opportunity we have, not just when we "feel" the Holy Spirit moving on us!
We are to pray in the Spirit while we work, drive our cars, garden, do housework or whatever else we do during our varied day to day activities. How else can we possibly obey God's command to:
Pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians. 5:17).
The only way we can "pray without ceasing" is to pray in tongues as the Holy Spirit within us gives us the utterance!
The great apostle Paul obviously prayed continually in the Spirit for his own edification (1 Cor. 14:4).
Paul triumphantly declared to the Christians at Corinth, regarding his personal, daily practice of praying constantly in the spirit:
I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all (1 Cor. 14:18).
Paul prayed continually in the Spirit as he traveled, made tents and waited upon God. Therefore, he was always filled to overflowing with the Holy Spirit and he constantly drew God's revelations out of his spirit and into his mind! This is why Paul had such magnificent heavenly, gleaming revelations to share when he wrote letters to the Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and many of the early churches. His letters are crammed with Heaven's riches, filled with awesome, breathtaking illumination. why? The answer is because Paul prayed in tongues more than anyone ... day after day, hour after hour, and he kept drawing forth those tremendous riches that were programmed into his spirit by the Holy Spirit. Paul preached them and put these revelations into his letters so we can read them today for our edification.
Program It In ... And Print It Out!
One day when God was speaking to me praying in the Spirit, He said, "Program It In And Print It Out (In Your Life)." I immediately thought of the word processor in our office which does exactly that. It is a dual drive system so we can program in letters and information at the same time it is printing out letters that were programmed in a few minutes, hours, days, weeks or months earlier. I believe that, as we pray in tongues, the Holy Spirit programs God's wisdom and revelation into our human spirits and we can then walk or "print'' out in our daily lives (hours or days later) what God has previously programmed into our spirits. After we have prayed in the Holy Spirit, we can draw God's perfect will out, not only into our minds, but also into our lives as we walk in the Spirit.
We need to pray in the Holy Spirit at every opportunity. As we do this, we will find we are building up ourselves as the Scripture says:
...building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost (Jude 1:20).
When we pray in the Spirit, we should keep a pencil or pen and paper nearby to make notes about impressions we receive as the Holy Spirit rises up within us and spills over into our minds.
Through praying in the Spirit, a wonderful means of supernatural communication, we can walk, talk and have a unique fellowship with God, our Father, and receive the flow of His fresh, creative, enriching information into our lives.
 



Chapter 2, God's Three Point Message
God spoke to me recently in an awesome, vivid and yet gentle way about the tremendous need and powerful potential of praying in the Spirit to release His revelation resources into every area of our lives. This happened when we decided to drive to a crusade (rather than flying, which we usually do).
Retha, my crusade secretary, and I had decided to drive to Louisiana on a beautiful May morning since I felt it was "right" that we do so. My life had been so full of activity that I had a tremendous need to pray for at least four or five hours in the Spirit. I knew our driving would give me a total of about ten hours to meditate in God's Word and pray in the Spirit.
Praying in the Spirit is as effortless as breathing! The level of the Holy Spirit begins rising within us as we pray in tongues. Tremendous springs and spiritual rivers (John 7:37 39) are released deep within us as the Holy Spirit floods into our human spirit and the level of His influence rises within us.
I continued to pray in tongues as Retha drove toward our destination. After three or four hours of praying like this, waves of impressions, pictures and ideas began to fill my spirit and flood over into my mind. I took a pen and paper and began to record the impressions, pictures and ideas that the Holy Spirit was giving me.
Suddenly, and yet gently, an "inner vision" exploded into my mind. God gave me a vivid detailed picture as to what the next phase of our monthly mailing should be. Instead of a four page mailing, it was to be eight pages in length and folded twice. Beginning with a rectangular 17" x 22" size, I saw this mailing being folded, but not trimmed or stapled. Our printer later told me that this format would be inexpensive, easy to handle and print.
What a practical idea! Of course, God's ideas are always the best in every way! How wonderful to know God cares about details such as mailing formats and printing.
I kept praying in the Spirit, jotting down on my note pad what I had seen. As I continued praying in the Spirit, I received in minutes ideas that it would have taken me weeks to conceive using my natural mind! These ideas came simply and clearly as the Holy Spirit illuminated my mind with the mind of Christ.
Coming Under The Spirit's Influence
Praying in tongues causes God to arise within us. Then God's mind, emotions, insights and ideas begin to permeate our minds. We come under the influence of the Holy Spirit and find it much easier to yield our tiny finite mind and personality to His great magnificent Mind and Personality.
Leaning into the Holy Spirit marvelously affects us! John Sherrill, author of "They Speak With Other Tongues," (New York: Pyramid Books, 1964) illustrated this beautifully in his delightful preface to that book on page 7.
John wrote that he joined his local church choir knowing that his vocal range was very limited and his volume weak ... just because he loved to sing. Fellow choir members dropped hints and tried to encourage John as he struggled to improve the quality of his voice.
Then something delightful happened. One evening at choir rehearsal, John sat directly in front of Bill, a big Irishman with a magnificent, booming, bass voice. John discovered, to his amazement, that his singing was positively affected just because he was sitting in front of Bill! He happily mentioned this to Bill, who told him he would show him something "even better" at their next choir rehearsal!
The following Thursday, Bill took a seat next to John. After singing halfway through the Advent chorale, Bill whispered to John, "lean into me. put your weight on me."
John leaned back until his shoulder blade was resting on Bill's chest. Suddenly he knew what singing was all about! As both men continued to sing, the resonance of Bill's melodious, magnificent, bass voice swelled through John's limited voice. John wrote, "Effortlessly, I made tones I hadn't known were in me."
This experience, this moment of virtuosity, lasted but a short time (the deep swelling resonance, the soaring of vocal power and the experience of such rich melodic overtones coming through him). John was deeply moved. It reminded him of an earlier experience, a time when he had leaned into the Holy Spirit's greater ability and power and seen His resultant marvelous and magnificent effects demonstrated through his human personality.
As we lean into the Holy Spirit and pray in the Spirit, we are marvelously affected by His great and magnificent personality. In fact, I have written about these effects or evidences in my book, "Rivers Of Evidence." (You may order that book by using the coupon or information in the back of this book.)
As I continued to pray in tongues, the Holy Spirit spoke to me gently but vividly saying, "draw out now. draw out now." While pondering His words, I sensed God was drawing my mind to the second chapter of John's gospel. I began to understand that He wanted me to draw out into my mind His revelation from the fullness of the Holy Spirit within me, much as a person would draw water from a well. God gave me the impression that I had to do something to dip the revelation out of my spirit, and if I failed to do this, it would remain "blocked off" or separated from my mind, wasted, and my understanding would remain unfruitful.
God emphasized that I had to consciously "shift gears" and test my spirit to see if He had left a "message" or some "information" in there that draw into my mind and use.
Praying softly in tongues, I read John 2:1 11. Like Smith Wigglesworth, I read the Word of God in the power of (or under the influence of) the Holy Spirit. Wigglesworth once said, "Some of my friends read the Bible in Hebrew. Some of them read the Bible in the Greek, but I cannot read those languages. However, I read the Bible in the Holy Ghost!" Wigglesworth meant by this that when we read the Holy Scriptures under the influence of the Holy Spirit, we "lean back" into the power and personality of the Spirit of God. He then permeates and penetrates our minds with His impressions, pictures, insights, words and/or knowing... in other words with God's perspective and information. The Holy Spirit is like an inner reservoir or depository of all knowledge, but He only pours into our spirits the information that we need.
Reading about this colorful wedding feast that Jesus attended in Cana, a town about seven miles north of Nazareth, I knew it was a time of great rejoicing and feasting. During the course of the celebration, they ran out of wine. When Jesus turned the water into wine, it brought joy to those present, and God received great glory through this miracle.
As I read this beautiful account of the marriage feast, I knew God was going to give me a very simple outline (using that passage in a symbolic and not a literal sense) to show me something important about praying in the Spirit that I could share with others.
The Lord focused on the following verses:
And there were set there six waterpots of stone, after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece.
Jesus saith unto them, "Fill the waterpots with water." And they filled them up to the brim.
And He saith unto them, "Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast." And they bear it. (John 2:6 8)
As I read this account of Jesus changing the water to wine at the marriage feast, God told me three very important things. He said:
(1) Be filled with My Spirit
"The waterpots were filled with water...and so My people must be filled continually to the brim, overflowing with the Holy Spirit."
(2) Draw out My revelation.
"My people need to learn to draw out My revelation from the fullness of the Holy Spirit within them. They have often ignored or blocked off My revelation and resources instead of drawing them out."
(3) Walk in and prove My words and ideas.
"After My people learn to draw out from My resources, they must walk in and prove those revelations in their everyday living ... bearing certain insights and leadings for confirmation to those whom I have placed in leadership positions (likened to the governor of the feast) in My Church."
I marveled at the simplicity and practicality of God's words. I knew I never would have received the outline God gave me from my natural mind.
 



Chapter 3, Drawing Out and walking Out God's Idea
During the time when Jesus walked the dusty roads of Palestine, it was customary for the host of each home to provide water for his guests to use both for ceremonial and practical washings. The 6 stone waterpots mentioned in the account of the marriage feast (John 2:1 10 probably held between 18 to 27 gallons of water since a "firkin" measures 9 gallons of liquid. At the most, the 6 waterpots at the wedding feast held 162 gallons of water.
FIRST, while I was reading this account of Jesus telling the servants to fill the waterpots to the brim with water, the Holy Spirit said to me, "The waterpots filled to the brim with water symbolize God's people who should be constantly filled to the brim with Him" (Ephesians 5:18). I instantly recalled Paul writing to the people at Corinth about the "treasure" of the Holy Spirit (often likened to water) within the "earthen vessels" of our lives.
But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us (2 Cor. 4:7).
Pump It Up And Pour It Out!
While meditating on the account of the marriage feast (and praying in the Spirit), God spoke these powerful words to me, "pump it up and pour it out!"
I was amazed at His non-religious terminology. He reminded me that even in the natural realm, we usually pour out of a container that is full ... that we do not fill a pot or glass to let it sit in a full condition forever! the filling up is for a pouring out to some useful purpose.
SECOND, after we are filled to the brim with God's Spirit, He said we need to dip out or draw out His fresh insights, ideas and understanding to benefit ourselves and others. If we neglect to do this, we will miss much enrichment and knowledge He has for us and will not produce the fruit He desires in our lives and ministries.
We need to do as a minister friend of mine does who says, "I just put in the clutch and shift gears after I have prayed in the Spirit for a while. Then I draw God's wisdom and ideas into my mind to bless me in that area."
We need to carefully note that in the account of the marriage feast Jesus told the servants:
Draw out now and bear unto the governor of the feast (John 2:8).
Jesus did not expect them to carry all of the 18 to 27 gallon waterpots to the governor or manager of the feast. He told them to "draw out" or "dip out" some of the water (probably with 5 to 10 gallon jugs) and take it to the ruler of the feast.
In the same way, as we pray in tongues, the needed information rises within our spirits and we are to dip out that information for our benefit ... in a sense, "skimming" it off the top just like people skim off the cream that rises to the top of raw milk. Or we could say that we do the same type of thing that a fisherman does when he throws his net into 'the water at high tide and pulls in a net full of fish. We "throw the net" into the flood tide of the Holy Spirit within our spirits and pull the needed information into our minds.
Remember, as you continually pray in tongues, your spirit is brought into direct contact with God, the Father of spirits (Hebrews 12:9). God, the Holy Spirit, then begins to feed information into your human spirit. Your human spirit picks up this information in much the same way as a paper towel absorbs and becomes full of water. As you pray in the Spirit, your human spirit becomes saturated with the information you need...information imparted by the Holy Spirit, Who resides within you. This knowledge is then transferred to your mind when you simply "flip the switch" from your spirit into your mind, thereby releasing the flow of God's wisdom, ideas and knowledge into your mind.
Walking Out God's Ideas
THIRD, God wants us to walk in, test or "prove" the ideas we receive from the Holy Spirit in our day to day living. Remember Jesus told the servants to:
Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast (John 2:8).
Just as those servants began to walk with or bear the containers filled with water, so we must walk out the words and ideas God gives us in our lives. Praying in the Spirit affects our total lifestyle: our Worship, Walk, Words and Work. God's ideas move from our spirits into our souls (minds and emotions) and through our physical bodies into our circumstances where the world can see His ideas gloriously and effectively displayed. They are Biblical and practical; they work!
Testing or Proving The Impression You Receive
If you receive ideas or revelations that will have an effect on others, those revelations should be checked with those persons whom God has placed in leadership positions in the Church (such as, pastors, deacons and elders). This could be compared to "bearing the wine to the manager or governor of the feast." The governor was usually the best friend of the bridegroom and was in authority over all of the feast. He had the responsibility of testing all the food and beverages and making certain all things functioned smoothly.
Some things are very easy to test. For example, several times God has given me names of people as I have prayed in the Spirit. Later on I met these people and they either became important in my life or were in great need of ministry themselves. Almost all of the major insights and illumination contained in my preaching and writing ministry have come about as I have prayed in tongues and meditated in God's Word. however, I test or prove these revelations with seasoned ministers before I preach or publish them.
Sharing God's Wisdom And Joy
God's revelations are designed to bring much enrichment and joy into our lives. As we share those revelations that will affect other people with persons in positions of spiritual leadership (pastors, etc.) they, in turn, can pass on those helpful insights and revelations to countless numbers of Christians. God's revelations always bring much joy, strength, and practical help to whole congregations of people just as the wine brought joy and strength when shared at the marriage feast. We need now, however, to consider the other method of releasing God's revelations to enrich our lives.
 



Chapter 4, The Me Emphasis: Having A Fruitful Understanding
Another way of drawing God's revelation resources out of the Holy Spirit within you is by praying in tongues and then shifting over into praying out the interpretation (of what you just prayed in tongues) through your understanding.
Traditional Pentecostalism has limited the manifestations of praying in tongues and interpretation of tongues to public worship services. But why should we limit "tongues with interpretation" only to public worship when we could be immensely blessed by using "tongues with interpretation" in our private worship also?
Recently numbers of prominent Spirit-filled pastors, missionaries and evangelists have begun to exercise the gifts of tongues with interpretation of tongues in their private lives with much benefit. These clergymen are saying, in essence, "We have, in the past, failed to use these powerful keys of tongues with interpretation in our own private lives. However, we have found recently that these 'keys,' when used together, unlock mighty rivers of revelation from God and greatly enrich our lives and ministries. Now we need to make up for lost time." Rev. Terry Law was one of these people.
For example, Terry Law, founder and leader of the dynamic living sound singing groups, experienced deep grief when his wife, Jan, was killed in an automobile accident. He went to Oral Roberts hoping to receive comfort and encouragement. To his amazement, soon after his arrival, Oral simply sat down, read 1 Cor. 14, and asked him, "Terry, are you praying in tongues and interpreting your prayers? are you praying with the understanding after you pray with the Spirit?"
Because Terry comes from a traditional Pentecostal background, he replied, "No, because tongues with interpretation is for public use only."
The Holy Spirit led Oral to spend several hours sharing with Terry the importance of interpreting out his prayers after he spoke in "tongues." During this time, Oral went to his office window where he could view the O.R.U. campus. Pointing to the buildings on the O.R.U. campus, he told Terry, "Every one of these buildings that you see was given to me in the spirit when I prayed in the Spirit and began to interpret out my prayers. Every idea about how to build the City of Faith and, in fact, the original vision of the University and City of Faith came to me as I prayed in tongues and then shifted over into praying out the interpretation through my understanding."
Oral went on to say that he had never had to change a thing about the City of Faith buildings. (When Terry Law mentioned his conversation with Oral Roberts to Kenneth E. Hagin, Sr., Rev. Hagin wasn't surprised. He said, "Terry, that is just how I built Rhema Bible Training Center, by praying in tongues and then interpreting out my prayers.")
As Rev. Roberts continued to talk to Terry Law, he took his Bible and showed Terry the Scripture in 1 Cor. 14:13. Oral emphasized that the meaning of this Scripture was that after we have prayed in tongues, we should follow our prayers in tongues with the interpretation which the Lord will give us if we ask for it. In fact, Oral Roberts had taught the subject as part of the "Holy Spirit In The Now" series at O.R.U. about 10 years previously. The teaching had been practical, Terry remembered, so he took out the tapes and listened to them again for his own edification. Then he began to practice the truths Oral had shared with him.
As an act of his will, Terry began to pray in the Spirit. He had absolutely no feeling of emotion or love for the Lord because he was very depressed, hurt and grief stricken over his wife's death. At first Terry felt like he was a phony; but he persisted. After two hours of praying in tongues with interpretation, Terry sensed something breaking inside of him. God began to rise and well up within his spirit.
Terry says, "I was talking and singing. I sensed all the grief, pain and hurt all like a mass of tangled wires being sorted out by the Holy Spirit and I prayed my own healing through my own understanding. I moved into a relationship different from anything I've ever had before." (see Harlan Stensaas' article, Terry Law's Living Sound: bringing in the king, Charisma, July 1984, pages 42 46.)
Using tongues and interpretation, God spoke to Terry about the new direction He wanted Living Sound to take in their ministry. God showed Terry that the people He would send to hear them would receive salvation, healing and deliverance as their group praised and worshiped God using the musical gifts He had given them.
Just as God promised, at their first praise and worship service, shortly after God had revealed this to Terry, people were born again, delivered and healed in marvelous, miraculous ways ... and the ministry of Living Sound subsequently expanded.
If the private practice of tongues, coupled with interpretation, was so mightily used by God to release rivers of healing, revelation and power in Terry Law's life and ministry; then shouldn't we take another look at the possibility of using God's "tools" of tongues and interpretation in our own private lives? Perhaps, we might benefit in some of the same ways Terry Law did. Let me suggest that one of the simplest ways to find out is by doing it! As I said to one of my colleagues in the ministry, "try it ... you'll like it."
Tongues With Interpretation Is For Both Public And Private Use.
Rev. Ralph Mahoney, founder and director of World Missionary Assistance Plan (often called "World Map"), has several beautiful messages (available on 2 cassettes) entitled "Praying in the Spirit." (These are available from World Map offices at 900 North Glenoaks, Burbank, CA. 91502.) In these messages, Mahoney agrees with Oral Roberts and many other Christian leaders today that tongues with interpretation is for both public and private use.
Ralph Mahoney, author of the recent best seller book, "Is A New Wave Of Revival Coming?," emphasizes that Paul's thesis, his major point in the middle portion of 1 Cor. 14 is found in verse 13:
Wherefore let him (or her) that speaketh in a tongue pray that he may interpret.
In other words, if you speak in tongues, you need to pray for the interpretation. This is true both publicly and privately.
Why should you pray for the interpretation? The answer is in verse 14: so that your understanding does not remain unfruitful. Paul states,
For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful (1 Cor. 14:14).
However, Paul has instructed us to pray that we might interpret our tongues (verse 13) so that our understanding will be fruitful. The traditional approach teaches that we are to pray in tongues both publicly and privately, but only to interpret our tongues publicly. Therefore, it teaches that we should basically ignore Paul's thesis or emphasis in verse 13 which says that we should pray for the interpretation of our tongues so that our understandings are made fruitful.
A growing number of ministers, myself included, believe that Paul emphasized that we should pray for the interpretation of our tongues speaking, both in church and out of church. Though the primary emphasis of 1 Cor. 14:1 26 relates to tongues, interpretation and prophecy in public worship, some of these same principles which Paul expounds also relate powerfully to tongues and interpretation in the private worship of the believer.
Common sense tells us that of the 3 to 4 hours per week Christians spend in church services probably not more than 3 to 4 minutes per week is. spent interpreting tongues publicly. However, for a Christian who prays much in tongues during his (or her) 12 or more waking hours each week, over 4 to 5 hours, for example, might be spent interpreting messages of tongues for his own private edification.
If we are blessed in our minds by hearing the interpretations of messages in tongues in public worship, then why shouldn't we also be blessed mentally and spiritually by hearing the interpretations of our private worship in tongues? God emphasizes that He wants us to have understanding, to not be ignorant, but to walk in His wisdom (Proverbs 28:5; 1 Cor. 12:1). Therefore, Paul gives us the solution so we will not have an unfruitful understanding:
What Is It Then? I Will Pray With The Spirit, And I Will Pray With The understanding also:
I Will Sing With The Spirit, And I Will Sing With The Understanding Also (1 Cor. 14:15).
Rev. Mahoney, as well as an increasing number of other spiritual leaders, interprets "with the understanding" as meaning "with the (resultant) interpretation" from the previous speaking in tongues. Therefore, "without the understanding" would mean "without the interpretation" so that our minds would be unfruitful. Traditional Pentecostalism has not connected private praying with the Spirit to praying with the understanding (or "interpretation") at all!
Obviously, there are two different views in this area:
 
	The Traditional View that

(a) private tongues speaking really need not be interpreted at all, and





(b) that "praying with the understanding" simply means "praying in English," and





	The More Recent View of an increasing number of Spirit filled clergy

(a) that the principle of interpreting tongues speaking in public worship would also apply to interpreting some of the tongues speaking in private worship.





(b) Also that "praying with the understanding" means "praying out the interpretation of the tongues speaking."





So often when differing views are held in areas like this one, it can be solved in a practical way. I tell many of my minister friends, "try it and see: it will work wonders in your spiritual life and enrich your ministry."
The apostle Paul also declared that praying in tongues has a God ward thrust or direction:
For he that speaketh in a tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the Spirit he Speaketh mysteries (1 Cor. 14:2).
James Moffatt translated the last phrase of this verse:
He is talking of Divine secrets.
How wonderful to know that we are speaking Divine or sacred secrets, hidden truths, to God when we pray in tongues! We can often draw these "Divine secrets" into our minds by interpreting the prayer language God has given us.
Many Christians have trouble with believing that they have the ability to interpret their tongues in their private worship. However, if God tells us to "pray that we may interpret" our tongues, then we know that: 
 
	God wants to give us the enablement to interpret our tongues; and
	He will answer that prayer.

God did not tell us to pray for something He would not give us. He wants to give every believer the interpretation of his tongues as they pray for that interpretation so that they might be edified in their understanding. In fact, Rev. Mahoney calls this private speaking in tongues, coupled with interpretation, the "second commandment of the Spirit filled life" because it is so imperative for the enrichment of the Spirit filled believers.
The apostle Paul has stated that the basic thrust of speaking in tongues is "...unto God..." or God ward. "For he that speaketh in a tongue, speaketh not unto men, but unto God ..." (1 Cor. 14:2). Therefore, most of the interpretations of our prayers (proseuchomai), singing (psallo) and blessings (eulogeo) or thanksgiving
(eucharistia) will be unto God.
Listen To The Interpretation And Become Edified!
We can listen to the interpretation and get blessed! The basic flow of Paul's writing here seems to indicate that if we pray in tongues, then the interpretation will be a prayer in tongues. If we sing in tongues, the interpretation will be a singing in tongues. If we bless, praise or give thanks in tongues, then the basic interpretation will be blessing, praising or giving thanks in tongues (1 Cor. 14:15 17). The Spirit of God wants us to come into an understanding by listening to the interpretation as we speak or sing it out through our minds.
God has taught me by His Spirit in my own devotional life, that as I pray in tongues and become so "charged" by the Spirit within me all I have to do is "loose" the Holy Spirit through me and pray out the interpretation of the prayers I am praying in tongues. I call these Spirit anointed prayers , which are filled with revelation, prophetic prayers. 
Often when prayer burden from God comes upon me, I pray much in tongues and then sense, at a certain time, that the Holy Spirit wants me! to loose Him to pray a "prophetic prayer" In English through me. As I pray the Spirit anointed prayers out through my understanding, I have learned much about what God is praying through me and how He is praying through me for others or to accomplish His purposes in different situations (See Romans 8:26,27).
God spoke to me several years ago and said, 
"Roxanne, a tongue or language is always connected to a personality. if you pray in the language of my Spirit, praying supernatural prayers, then as you yield yourself to my spirit, the other attributes of my personality will follow those supernatural prayers."
I realized that speaking, thinking, feeling (or emotions) and willing were the basic attributes of personality. God then showed me that as I prayed in tongues, His supernatural prayers were spoken through me. Then connected to God's language (tongues) came God's thoughts which would flow into my mind as I interpreted out my prayers or drew the revelation out of the Spirit's fullness within me. Connected to God's flow of thoughts through me were also His feelings or emotions (sometimes like "groanings which cannot be uttered"), which flow through me. I would then begin to understand His perfect will in the areas in which I had prayed.
It seemed to me that God was saying I should notice that 4 things were connected, all of them to God, the Person, and His personality:
1. Tongue or language
2. Thoughts 
3. Feelings (or emotions)
4. Will (a will).
As we continually pray God's supernatural prayers in tongues (or languages) and interpret out our prayers, we begin to know God's thoughts, feel His emotions (or feelings) and ultimately come to know His Will. All of these can gloriously permeate our lives. I feel that we too often separate God's thoughts, emotions and will from praying in tongues. As we pray in the Spirit, God's personality should permeate our lives in these four areas that I have mentioned.
Remember that the interpretation of tongues is not a literal translation of each word that we pray in other languages, but rather a basic interpretation of the meaning which we are speaking or singing in tongues.
The apostle Paul said that he spoke privately in tongues more than any one of or collectively all of the Corinthian church members. He said:
I Thank My God, I Speak With Tongues More Than Ye All (1 Cor. 14:18).
Verse 18 refers to what Paul did privately. I believe he then interpreted out his tongues according to his emphasis or thesis in verse 13 and was edified and given enriching revelation knowledge to strengthen others. Paul not only stated, "I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all ... " but he went on to say:
Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in a tongue (1 Cor. 14:19).
What we do in private, and how we interpret out the richness of God's revelation into our lives, will greatly affect what we do and the strength of our ministry in public or as we meet people day by day and share with them. Paul states that we should be able to bring blessing and enrichment to the public meetings we attend:
How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all be done unto edifying (1 Cor. 14:26).
We should receive these revelations, teachings, spiritual songs, etc. during the week as we minister to the Lord and pray much in tongues with interpretation.
It is important to realize that God's rivers of revelation can be released into our lives two ways: 
 
	through interpreting what we speak in tongues, and 
	through receiving into our minds (after we have prayed in tongues) God's ideas in thoughts, mental pictures, impressions or knowings.

If, as you pray in tongues, you keep thinking about re scheduling some dates or about problems at work or in a relationship, the Holy Spirit is probably wanting you to make adjustments in your schedule or to do something about these work or relationship problems. Perhaps, the Holy Spirit wants to give you a word of wisdom about these things as you pray in the Spirit so that they may be solved.
Praying in the Spirit is practical, enriching and wonderful. If you have had different teachings and views, check the Scriptures and then begin to try or practice this: the interpreting of your tongues and drawing out God's revelation in your private devotions and during the week.
We are living in exciting times, in a day when we need fresh revelations from God for our own welfare and so that we may effectively convey God's blessings to others. Let us covenant to pray always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit and then "draw it out" to bless many!
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