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I will reveal my name to my people, and they will come to know its power.
ISAIAH 52:6 NLT
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INTRODUCTION
What’s in a name?
A lot. Especially when we talk about knowing God through His names. Getting to know God by His names is more than simply learning a new word or discovering a new title He goes by. Learning to know God by His names opens up the door to knowing His character more fully and experiencing His power more deeply.
In Scripture, God reveals Himself to us through His names. So to fully grasp the significance and power of God’s names, we first need to understand the importance of names in ancient cultures. In Old Testament times, a name was more than simply nomenclature. Rather, it revealed important information about the individual or thing itself.
A name is so important in biblical settings that Scripture frequently mentions God Himself changing someone’s name to reflect a new reality. Abram, which means “exalted father,” was changed to Abraham, meaning “father of a multitude.” Jacob, whose name meant “grabber of the heel” and “deceitful,” received a new name after wrestling with God. His new name, Israel, means “one who prevails.” In the book of Hosea, God changed the names of Hosea’s son and daughter to signify changes in His relationship with His people. Lo-ammi (“not my people”) became Ammi (“my people”), and Lo-ruhamah (“not pitied”) became Ruhamah (“one who is shown compassion”) (Hosea 1:6-9; 2:1,23).
Moving to the New Testament, we see Jesus telling Simon, His new disciple, ‘ “You are Simon the son of John; you shall be called Cephas’ (which is translated Peter)” (John 1:42). The significance was that the Greek word translated Peter is petros, which means “rock.”
In Scripture, a name often connotes purpose, authority, makeup, and character. In fact, a person’s name is frequently seen as an equivalent of that person.
When Jesus said, “I have made Your name known to them, and will make it known” (John 17:26), He was referencing more than just sounds put together in a word. In Jesus, God came to earth in the flesh and unveiled His heart, mind, will, character, and being through the revelation of His name.
In the Bible “name” is a translation of the Hebrew word shem (in the Old Testament) and the Greek word onoma (in the New Testament). Together, “name” appears more than 1000 times in Scripture and routinely carries with it the idea of power, responsibility, purpose, and authority. A name not only expresses the essence and significance of what is being named but also, when duly authorized, accesses the quality it conveys.
Because of the depth of God’s character, He has various names that reflect the many ways He relates to humanity. For example, God is called Elohim when revealing Himself as the all-powerful Creator. He is Jehovah Nissi—the Lord’s banner of victory (a name you need to know when seeking victory in your life). God is also known as Jehovah Rapha, or the Lord your healer. When you are in need of provision, get to know the name Jehovah Jireh—God, the provider.
God has a name for every situation we find ourselves in. We need to learn the names of God because when we know His character and His capacity, we will find rest and discover peace and power in His covenantal care of us.



1
THE MAJESTY OF GOD’S NAMES
Names are important. Place names often identify the historical significance of locations. For instance, you probably know that the name Philadelphia means “the city of brotherly love.” Jerusalem means “the city of peace.” Current events in these cities may not reflect the meaning of their names, but nonetheless, the names are significant when looking to the past or the future.
Likewise, people’s names can offer insight into their identity. When a newly married woman changes her surname to match the name of her husband, she’s agreeing to align herself and the very essence of her identity with the man she loves. A child who is adopted assumes a new identity by taking on the new parents’ surname as his or her own.
Today, parents often choose baby names because of their sound rather than their meaning, so a nickname is often added later that reflects the person’s character. If someone has a nickname of Slim, you can pretty much be guaranteed that this person is slender. Thus nicknames often reflect more about people than do given names.
Names are so potent that parents will avoid attaching some names to their children. For example, we don’t see anyone naming their kids Hitler or Benedict Arnold because those names represent something so negative that no one would want to associate an innocent child with it. Names do matter. In fact, they matter so much that we will often feel dishonored or disrespected if someone calls us by something other than our name or fails to pronounce our name correctly again and again.
While names do matter, it must also be said that a person can have a name and not have the quality attached to it. For example, throughout the past decade, some parents have named their sons Michael Jordan, hoping to somehow tap into his great basketball prowess. Some have named their child Bill Gates in an attempt to associate with his great wealth. It’s funny, but people in Africa have sent me photos of their child, whom they’ve named Tony Evans! But does having that person’s name really transfer anything of value?
No. A child may bear a famous person’s name, but that doesn’t mean the child will exhibit the qualities of that person. A boy named Michael Jordan may be clumsy and uncoordinated. Or he can be named Bill Gates and be as poor and unimaginative as can be. The name alone contains no special power. Nomenclature does not equal substance. Yet when that name is connected to the quality it represents, the result is powerful.
We shouldn’t be surprised that, from Genesis to Revelation, the Bible demonstrates the power of a name. And much of that has to do specifically with God’s names. If I were to write a chapter on each and every name of God that appears in Scripture, the book would be several volumes long.
God reveals many of His names to us so we can gain several different perspectives on who He is. One name by itself can’t fully represent God’s majesty and power. One name alone can’t fully tell us all we need to know about this person we refer to as God.
In more than four decades of ministry and six decades of life, I’ve become increasingly convinced that God longs for us to know Him more fully. He desires to be known for all of who He truly is. When we truly know Him, when we understand and experience the depth of His goodness and power, our hearts are open to worshipping Him.
Knowing God’s names is critical to our comprehension and application of the strength and victory that come through His multidimensional nature. God wants us to come face-to-face with His significance and substance.
Yet to do so requires knowing His names. In fact, throughout the Bible, when God revealed a new aspect of His character to His people, He often did this by revealing a new name. God has a name to meet the needs of any situation we may face in life. Whatever our present situation, God has a name that fits it.
When God asked Moses to lead the Israelites out of a difficult and challenging situation, He empowered Moses by revealing one of His names. Moses knew he couldn’t go to the Israelites in the authority of his own name. “Moses said to God, ‘Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I will say to them, “The God of your fathers has sent me to you.” Now they may say to me, “What is His name?” What shall I say to them?’ ” (Exodus 3:13). Moses needed to know God’s name. He knew God’s power and authority were attached to His name.
It was at this point that God unveiled one of the great names of Scripture. “God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM’; and He said, ‘Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, “I AM has sent me to you” ’ ” (verse 14). God, the great I AM, showed up in Egypt to bring freedom to the captives and overpower the enemies who sought to keep God’s people from their destiny.
The Key to Unlocking the Treasure
My hope is that through this book, you will be introduced to God as if for the first time—through His names. You will come to know Him in ways you haven’t previously known. My hope isn’t merely that you will learn how to pronounce some of His names, but rather that you will truly grasp the nature behind each one. When you identify and understand which name relates to your particular situation, you will be able to connect with God’s power to deliver you in that situation.
God’s name is like a key that unlocks the treasure God has in store for you. Scripture tells us, “The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous runs into it and is safe” (Proverbs 18:10). His name alone is a fortified place offering freedom, security, and peace. The psalmist tells us, “He has sent redemption to His people; He has ordained His covenant forever; holy and awesome is His name” (Psalm 111:9).
God is so awesome that He has a name for whatever you’re facing. And His names communicate specific attributes or characteristics of God that can strengthen and empower you in your situation. When you discover the name of God that applies to your situation, you will fully uncover the power, potency, privilege, and productivity that comes with that name.



His Majesty
Psalm 8 begins with the well-known and often-quoted phrase, “O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth.” The names of God convey His intrinsic majesty and glory. His name is nothing short of pure majesty! Discovering and experiencing the manifestation of His names in your own life will usher you directly into the presence of our majestic God.
When David pens, “How majestic is Your name,” he doesn’t merely say, “God, I know Your name.” Rather, he says, “Your name is excellent.” “Majestic” means “full of splendor and magnificence.” He follows this up with, “[You] have displayed Your splendor above the heavens!”
Lois and I recently took a trip to Alaska with several hundred supporters of our radio ministry, The Urban Alternative. Alaska is one of our favorite places to visit simply due to its relaxing nature and inspirational beauty. Yet something special happened on this trip. In fact, one of our cruise guides who has hosted more than 90 cruises called this particular trip “the atheist cruise.” He said this because he had never been on a trip where the weather was more perfect. Every day, God seemed to be showing off the splendor of His majesty. In fact, the weather was so beautiful and the skies so clear, thus giving each passenger a full view of God’s creation, that this man said, “If someone were an atheist when he got on this cruise, he couldn’t be by the time it was over.”
In Psalm 8, David responded to God’s creation by saying, “When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have ordained; what is man that You take thought of him, and the son of man that You care for him?” (verses 3-4).
Essentially, when David looked up, he was awed by God’s creation. When he recognized the majesty of God’s name, he forgot about his own. But what strikes me most about this particular verse is that David chose to use the words “the work of Your fingers.” The use of human anatomy to describe God is called “anthropomorphism.” David ascribes human attributes to God so we can better understand Him. Since God is an invisible Spirit, He sometimes inspired men writing the Bible to describe Him in human terms to give us a better picture of Him. In this case, David wrote that He needed only His fingers to do the amazing work of the universe.
When you or I pick something up, we typically use the full grip of our hands. To tell you that I picked something up with my fingers is to tell you that I didn’t need to use my entire hand. When David tells us that God created the beauty around us with His fingers, he is emphasizing that God didn’t need His hands, arms, shoulders…none of that. It was finger painting to Him, and God’s finger painting is more glorious than any oil on canvas.
On our cruise, He gave each of us just a glimpse into His creation, even as we realized that the beauty we were seeing makes up such a small portion of the earth and the universe. Yet that small glimpse alone was almost too much for our eyes to take in.
There was simply no denying God’s handiwork as He opened up the skies so we could behold all of the pristine and exquisite beauty of His glaciers, mountains, lakes, rivers, and wildlife—all bathed in His pure sunlight.
Views like that left most of us speechless. After all, what do you say in the face of such majesty? His grandeur ushers in thoughts like David’s: “What is man that You take thought of him, and the son of man that You care for him?” It brings to mind words like Job’s—“Behold, I am insignificant; what can I reply to You? I lay my hand on my mouth” (Job 40:4).
In the New Testament, Jesus tells us that God often discloses His awesomeness, excellence, and splendor to those who have childlike hearts. They are the ones given eyes to see His majesty. They are the ones who place their hands over their mouths as their hearts utter a profoundly deep “Wow!” Jesus says, “ ‘I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to infants” (Matthew 11:25).
Also from Psalm 8 we read, “From the mouth of infants and nursing babes You have established strength” (verse 2). Infants and babes represent people who recognize their dependence on God. They are those who are not so impressed by their own wit, wisdom, and wile that they can’t see the wonder of God Himself.
Friend, if you believe you have it all together, or if you think highly of your success or human achievements, by the time you finish this book you may be able to pronounce God’s names, but you’re not likely to experience the power of His names in your life. The majesty of God is reserved for those who know enough to know that they don’t know much of anything at all.
To know God’s names is to experience His nature, and that level of intimacy is reserved for those who humbly depend on Him. God will not share His glory with another. We must humble ourselves if we really want to know Him. We must realize our insignificance before we can recognize the significance that comes only through Him. We are to hallow His name and His name alone. You can’t know His names until you forget your own.



Hallowed Be Thy Name
In fact, the Lord’s Prayer begins, “Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name” (Matthew 6:9). The term “hallowed” and the word “holy” comes from the same root word. It means “apart, or sanctified.” God’s name is thus hallowed. In other words, we’re not to mix up God’s name with anyone else’s name. We’re not to lump Him in with others or to toss His name out lightly. God’s names are hallowed. They are to be honored, respected, and treated with the reverence they deserve.
For example, if the president of the United States or the governor of your state were to walk into a room, you wouldn’t address him or her by his or her first name. The position demands a certain level of recognition. You wouldn’t say, “Hey, Dude, what’s up?” You would place the title in front of the name and speak it with respect.
God’s names are to be treated with more respect than we would show to anyone else. We are to hallow not only the verbalization of His names but also the characteristics they convey. His name carries weight. He is the one and only true God who operates from heaven, and we must treat Him accordingly in order to fully actualize and experience the power He longs to provide.
The opposite of this is found in the Ten Commandments, where we read, “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain” (Exodus 20:7).
Taking God’s name in vain is the opposite of hallowing it. The word “vain” means “empty, or without meaning.” It describes something as having no substance or even having a detriment. It has to do with using God’s name in a way that’s inconsistent with His personhood. It involves stripping away the value that belongs to His name.
Unfortunately, today many people strip God’s name of its meaning. They will joke about God’s name, or they may even forge it. A forgery is an unauthorized use of a name. It’s appealing to the benefits and provision that come with a name without the permission or authority to utilize that name. People today will often invoke God’s name without having a relationship with Him. They fail to give Him the honor due Him, all the while expecting to receive the blessings that come through Him.
We will sometimes use God’s name at the beginning of an event (in an invocation) or at the end (in a benediction) but leave Him out of the program in between. When God is not understood, valued, and appreciated for who He truly is, using His name is like an identity theft. Yet God is fully aware of who He is and His own personal dignity. He lacks nothing in the area of self-esteem, and He is not confused about His identity.
When God isn’t treated as He rightfully should be treated, He doesn’t take that lightly. He will not conform to your interpretation of Him or manifest His presence in a situation where His worth is lessened or His character cheapened.
God is anything but cheap, and He demands that we recognize the value of who He truly is. He is who He is (the great I Am), and all honor is due Him. Through the revelation of His names to us, God tells us who He is, not who we think He is or want Him to be. He is the great I Am Who I Am, not the great I Am Who You Want Me to Be.
Too many people attempt to conform God to their own desires, yet God will not be defined by anyone outside of Himself. If you want to uncover and unleash the true power of God in your life, you must get to know His names as He reveals them. You must experience Him in the purity of His presence.
Taking God’s Name in Vain
Have you ever had anyone try to define you? This is the person who tries to tell you who you are without truly getting to know you first. Many people attempt to do this very thing with God. They use His name, yet their use is inconsistent with His nature. This equates to using His name in vain. That’s why if you place your hand on the Bible in a court of law and swear to tell the “truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth,” and you tell a lie, you perjure yourself. What you’ve done is inconsistent with God’s character and God’s name. You have used God’s name in vain.
For a good biblical illustration of using God’s name in vain, consider the serpent in the Garden of Eden. He asked Eve, “Has God said…?” (Genesis 3:1b). The devil didn’t have any problem bringing up God’s name. In fact, he knew he wouldn’t get very far with Adam or Eve if he left God out of the discussion altogether. But he used God’s name in vain. He used it falsely.
From Genesis 2:4 through 3:1a, God is referred to as “the LORD God” (Jehovah Elohim). As we will see later, Elohim references God’s creative powers, and Jehovah references God’s relational authority to mankind. Satan omitted the name that referred to God’s authority over humanity and just used the term God. This is because he aimed to use God’s name for his own purposes and not God’s.
People do this all the time when they wish to piggyback on celebrities’ fame for their own selfish purposes. For example, most of us have read the pithy quote, “Be the change you want to see in the world,” and quickly attribute the words to Gandhi. After all, Gandhi sought to bring about transformation in society, and he often did so at great personal cost. It would make sense that he would have said something so classic and quick that it could easily fit on a bumper sticker or coffee mug.
However, Gandhi said no such thing. This is the closest he ever came: “If we could change ourselves, the tendencies in the world would also change. As a man changes his own nature, so does the attitude of the world change towards him…We need not wait to see what others do.”
Actually, if you study Gandhi’s philosophy for world change, you will repeatedly come across his thoughts that an unjust society could only be changed by the efforts of groups of people working in tandem to usher in the transformation. Rarely did he suggest that one person could produce much on his own.
Similarly, this popular saying is often attributed to Nelson Mandela:
Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure. It is our light, not our darkness that most frightens us. We ask ourselves, Who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, fabulous? Actually, who are you not to be? You are a child of God. Your playing small does not serve the world…As we are liberated from our own fear, our presence automatically liberates others.

A little research reveals that this quote is from self-help guru Marianne Williamson. Besides, it’s a little difficult to believe that someone recently released from 27 years in prison would be talking so boldly about the value of being gorgeous, talented, and fabulous. The quote just doesn’t make sense when one studies the life of the humbly tenacious Mandela, who accomplished so much through his resolve and even his submission.
People will often do the same with God and the Bible. They will attribute various sayings to Scripture, such as “God helps those who help themselves” or “Cleanliness is next to godliness.” Taking God’s name in vain goes much further than a sailor swearing or a teenager saying “Oh my God” every few moments.
To take God’s name in vain is to apply revisionist history methods to the definition of who God is. It is to define God by our own wishes and desires rather than to know Him as He defines Himself.
We want a God we can easily understand—a God we can neatly display on a bumper sticker or a coffee mug. But God will not be confined to our little genie bottles. His names reflect His power, and His power is accessed only by knowing who He truly is, not by affirming who we want Him to be. To know God’s names is to know His power. But you only get His power when you know the great I Am Who I Am.
A lot of people use God’s name today the same way the devil did in the garden—in vain. If we don’t attach His name to His character, we will only perpetuate the chaos that the devil ushered in when he made his first attack on humanity. Like Satan, we will be trying to redefine God by misusing His names.
Fearing God’s Name
God longs to be more to you than just a subject in a theology book. He wants to be real to you right now. To accomplish this, sometimes He allows you to get in what seems like a hopeless situation (or even puts you in one). This is what He did with Martha and Mary when their brother, Lazarus, died. He allows something you love to die so that you can experience a resurrection. He does this because He knows that when you see Him for who He really is—when you discover the character embedded in His name—you will never view life the same again.
With this new understanding of who God is, based on His names, you will view all of life differently, even your ordinary daily experiences. God wants you to view them through spiritual eyes and not just your physical eyes.
Many people rarely experience resurrections in their hopeless situations because they’re too earthbound, seeking to define God falsely by who they want Him to be. They’re so tied to their physical definitions and expectations of God’s names that they wind up missing out on the true, spiritual revelation of who He is.
Many people don’t overcome the issues in their lives because they simply don’t know the power of God’s name in the midst of their crisis. They may try to use God’s name all the time, but they don’t know God’s name as God defines Himself.
I want to assure you that regardless of what you’re facing today, God is a God of hope, and He will provide a way for you to experience victory in your life. But the hope and victory you experience must be rooted in the truth of who God is.
When you fix your eyes on God’s character and believe with all your heart that what God has said about Himself and what He has said about you will come to pass, He can bring you out of even the darkest of scenarios. Unfortunately, too few people come to know the fullness of His hope simply because they fail to know, fear, and reverence God’s name. They fail to take Him at His Word.
David wrote in Psalm 86:11, “Teach me Your way, O LORD; I will walk in Your truth; unite my heart to fear Your name.” Fearing God’s name empowers us to walk in His way and in His truth. Fearing His name is the key to living the abundant life and fulfilling our destiny.
When we fear God’s name, honoring Him with our lives, we can ask whatever we wish, and it will be given to us. Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask the Father for anything in My name, He will give it to you. Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be made full” (John 16:23-24).
God’s name and subsequently Jesus Christ’s name bring protection and provision. But the key to accessing that protection and provision is to know His character and esteem the person behind the name.
For example, the better you know a person, the more effectively you can use this person’s name in your life. If you don’t know the person very well, people quickly discern that you’re just name-dropping when you speak of him or her. The same is true with God. If He recognizes that you know little of His character and don’t align your life’s thoughts and choices under His overarching rule, you can toss out His name all you want, but you’ll simply be name-dropping.
To fear and reverence God’s name is to fear and reverence God. It’s to take Him seriously. David writes, “Ascribe to the LORD, O sons of the mighty, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. Ascribe to the LORD the glory due to His name” (Psalm 29:1-2). The better you understand God’s names, the more you will worship Him. The better you see and experience God’s manifestations of His names in your life, the more you will ascribe glory to Him.
If you know me at all, you won’t be surprised to find at least one football illustration in every one of my books. I love football. If you watch football, you have seen that when players make a great play—particularly when defensive players tackle a ballcarrier—they get back up and lift up their arms like a bird’s wings taking off for flight. That signals to the fans, “Give it up!” In other words, the player is saying, “Did you see what I just did? Give me the praise that’s due!” The stadium erupts with cheering as people acknowledge the great play.
Over and over in Scripture, God shows up in people’s lives in miraculous ways—ushering them into victories, defeating opponents, tackling enemies, catching winning passes, and so on. If you will watch closely as God reveals the various aspects of His character through the manifestation of His names, you will “give it up” to Him. You will fear, reverence, and worship Him because you will have experienced the greatness and power of the one true God. If you pay attention, friend, you will give it up. You will give Him praise.
Did God wake you up this morning? Has He supplied all of your needs? Has He put food on your table, kept you safe, healed your body? Are you clothed, covered, and in your right mind? Or even if you, like Job and other biblical characters who suffered, have experienced trials, has He offered you the fullness of His presence and His peace when you have humbled yourself before Him?
For all of these things and more, we are to honor and fear His great name. When we honor, know, and experience His names, we find the power to not only face life’s circumstances but also to rise far above them in the abundance of His mercies and grace.
As we begin our study of God’s names, be prepared to give it up! Be prepared to discover God in ways you’ve never imagined and to get to know and experience Him through His powerful and majestic names.



PART 1: THE FOUNDATIONAL NAMES OF GOD
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ELOHIM
THE STRONG CREATOR GOD
In business circles today—especially in sales, marketing, and advertising—“branding” has become a buzzword. Branding involves the conceptual formation of perspectives that reach beyond mere nomenclature and into the heart and identity of that which has been branded. Businesses pour millions of dollars into branding every year in the hopes of convincing consumers that their products or services are valuable.
If I said to you the word Chanel, an image would fill your mind. Or if I said Apple or Gucci or Ford, you would associate that name with a value. Because businesses and corporations aim to sell their products to you, they focus heavily on linking a high quality and positive association with their name, their product, their brand.
This book explores the names of God, so understanding what’s in a name and the importance of names is critical to laying the foundation for identification with God’s names.
The Urban Alternative, the nonprofit radio broadcast ministry I mentioned earlier, recently underwent a brand strategy. It was intriguing and enlightening to discover how significant branding really is and the most important steps in the process.
To the novice, branding involves designing a fancy logo, choosing a tagline, or determining what colors you’ll put on your website or print materials. Yet to the expert, your brand is much more than that. The greatest logo, the catchiest tagline, and the most brilliant colors will do little to augment the value of a brand if the product lacks authenticity.
Your brand is your identity, your reputation, and the perception others have about you. When people refer to the Apple brand, they’re not talking about the symbol of an apple with a bite taken out of it. They’re talking about what the Apple company stands for—high-quality, creative, efficient, and cutting-edge electronic devices.
The primary focus for any branding campaign ought to be organizational strength, identity, and messaging. The best-designed, most catchy logo can’t do much without the strength of a product and organization behind it.
In his bestselling book Brand Warfare, David D’Alessandro, CEO of John Hancock, writes this about branding:
By definition, “brand” is whatever the consumer thinks of when he or she hears your company’s name. Thanks to the information revolution, “whatever” now includes labor practices, quality controls, environmental record, customer service, and every rumor that wings its way around the Internet.*

Your brand involves the way people perceive you, your leadership, organization, service, methods, and anything else related to how you came about, how you function, or what you do. It goes much further than a logo just convincing the head; it touches the heart and engages the hands. A brand is the creation and implementation of an organizational worldview that produces a consistent atmosphere for everyone who comes into contact with your name.
In other words, the name matters. It matters so much that men, women, and companies will trademark their names. They register them to prevent unauthorized use of them. They don’t want other people to mess with their names, thus giving an illegitimate meaning to their brands.
For example, in the global world of social networking, people will sometimes steal someone else’s name in order to prosper from the integrity associated with that name. I’ve experienced this firsthand over the past year or two as an imposter has repeatedly used my name in social media to solicit funds for an orphanage in Africa. Of course, this probably isn’t a legitimate orphanage because the individual is stealing the use of my name and asking people to send money directly to his bank account. Whenever I’m asked about this misuse of my name, I let people know it’s a scam. My name has been hijacked.
You see, names do matter.
As we get to know God through our discovery of His names in Scripture, we will find that He has branded His names. They are not merely words. Rather, a substance lies behind each word. People may try to hijack God’s names for all manner of self-serving endeavors, but God’s name is spiritually trademarked so that no one can illegitimately access the power and authority tied to it.
God’s names matter. Attached to each one is a set of character qualities, promises, and meanings. Unless you fully know and understand these things, you run the risk of not accessing or utilizing them in the way God has designed.
In the last chapter, we looked at the importance and majesty of God’s names. In this chapter, I want to introduce you to the very first name God reveals to us in Scripture—Elohim. This name is found in Genesis, the book of the beginning, and we discover it in the very first verse: “In the beginning God [Elohim] created the heavens and the earth.”
That one line at the beginning of time reveals a deep character quality of God—Creator. It’s God’s introduction, His prelude. It’s the first impression of Himself that He offers to His creation. In essence, God says, “Hello, I am Elohim.”
First impressions are often lasting impressions. Why did God choose to introduce Himself to us as Elohim, the strong Creator God? One of the primary reasons could be that He wants us to recognize that He is transcendent—that He is distinct from His creation. God isn’t amalgamated into His creation. He is not a tree, a river, or a butterfly. Rather than being a part of His creation, God is above and outside of it.
Another reason God introduces Himself to us with His name of Elohim is that it lets us know that He’s set apart from the constraints of time. When we read, “In the beginning God created,” we discern that God created the beginning. God created time. And if God created time, then God preceded time because He couldn’t have created something that already existed. If time didn’t begin until He created it, then He must have been present before it.
When you or I discuss the concept of time linearly, we can’t fit God inside it because God exists outside of time. The only thing we’re aware of that is outside of time is eternity itself, so God is not limited by time, but lives in eternity. Time is a constraint with which we must contend, but it’s not a problem for God.
This is why the Bible uses the language of eternity when referring to God. In addition to that, Scripture also refers to God in the present tense. You and I have a yesterday. We also have a tomorrow. We have these because we’re subject to time. Yet God has neither a yesterday nor a tomorrow. Everything for God is right now because He has no past and He has no future. He is the right now, ever-present God.
When we get to heaven, we’ll better understand what it means to be with a right-now God. We will experience what it’s like to have no night, no measuring clock for the day, and no passage of seconds, minutes, or hours. We’ll know life without an aging process. All things will be now whether they are simultaneous or a billion years apart. Everything will forever be right now. Don’t wear yourself out thinking too hard about this. The bottom line is simply that Elohim, the strong Creator God, is transcendent of time.
Elohim Is Here, There, and Everywhere
Elohim transcends not only time but also space. In other words, He predates His creation. He comes before the things He has made…both the heavens and the earth. (That’s what we call a “merism”—two contrasting words that describe an entire thing. “Heaven and earth” stand for all of creation.) Before God created mankind, He created a location—a space—in which mankind would exist. In order for God to create this space, He had to sit outside of it Himself.
You and I know and experience only the heavens and the earth. We don’t comprehend anything beyond the heavens and the earth because we exist in that space. Yet God existed when space did not. Therefore, God transcends not only time but also space and matter.
Everything that we see is tied to matter. Matter is the substance of everything we have. “Matter” refers to the physical components of the universe. In order for God to be outside of time, space, and matter, He must exist in another dimension that isn’t tethered to time, space, and matter the way ours is.
If God isn’t tethered to time, space, and matter, then He operates in another realm. Which is precisely why you and I can’t figure Him out. We’re not from His realm, His dimension. We can’t conceive of all that dimension contains. We’re like a gear on a watch trying to comprehend the events that go on around it rather than simply measuring the time.
We’re looking at His dimension from the perspective of our dimension, which is challenging because we don’t have even the slightest clue about His dimension. Therefore, we can’t comprehend even a portion of God’s dimension—unless He explains it to us.
Some theologians refer to Elohim as the Holy Other, which can be defined as something we are not aware of. Yet a closer look at the names of God constructed from the root word Elohim reveals a God who also abides in the realm we know. The prophet Jeremiah offers us a glimpse into this delicate balance of God’s presence.
“Am I a God who is near [Elohei Mikkarov],” declares the LORD, “and not a God far off [Elohei Merachok]? Can a man hide himself in hiding places so I do not see him?” declares the LORD. “Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?” declares the LORD (23:23-24).

This passage in Jeremiah reveals that God is both transcendent and immanent. He is here, there, and everywhere. Elohim created the heavens and the earth, existing outside of it. Yet Elohim also fills the heavens and the earth, existing in it. He is immanently everywhere. The theological word used to describe this is “omnipresent.” God is everywhere-present at the same time.
The best way I know to illustrate God’s omnipresence is with air. Air exists everywhere. Wherever you go, you will be in the atmosphere simply because the atmosphere encompasses all of our planet. God is like the atmosphere. His atmospheric presence exists everywhere in the earth.
Yet because of His transcendence, He is not limited to the earth. That’s where the illustration between air and God breaks down because when you leave earth’s gravity, you leave the air. Yet when you leave God’s omnipresence on earth, He is also there in the transcendent existence outside of earth. In fact, another name of God which we won’t have the time to cover fully in this book tells us of this presence. It is Jehovah Shammah, “the Lord is there.”
He is here, yet He is also there. God is both there and back again at the same time. His silence doesn’t indicate His absence, for He is everywhere. Nor does His distance belie His presence.
Jehovah Shammah also refers to the city of Jerusalem as a type of the gospel church (Ezekiel 48:35). It is where He manifests His presence in the midst of His people.
Elohim Is Personal
With all of this talk about God being here, there, and everywhere, we might be tempted to think of Him as an energy source. Yet the name Elohim doesn’t mean God is like that. The Bible would never say, “May the force be with you.” In fact, as we continue studying Genesis 1, we see His name Elohim associated with some very personal attributes.
Then God [Elohim] said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light day, and the darkness He called night (verses 3-5).

God said, God saw, God separated, and God called. Each of these actions clearly reveals the very personal and engaging character of God. He’s not merely a spirit floating around in never-never land. He is other-dimensional—and we shouldn’t lose that emphasis—but He is also intensely personal. If we were to skim a few chapters forward in the Genesis account, we would discover Him walking in the garden in the cool of the day and calling out to Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:9).
So if we refer to God as an energy, a concept, force, or a theory, we are not referring to Elohim. As Elohim, God personally interacts with His creation. In other words, you and I do not live in an impersonal universe. We don’t reside in a universe with no one to relate to who is above and beyond us yet also with us.
Many people who purport the theory of evolution believe that the universe has no supreme being or God with whom we can relate. We interact with nature or with unseen, unidentifiable forces. Yet our universe is personal because Elohim is personal.
Elohim Is Plural
Elohim is not only personal but also plural.
The word Elohim is actually the plural version of the word El, or Eloah. The interesting aspect of this plural word is that it uniquely refers to a singular Godhead. In Genesis 1 we read, “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness…God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him” (verses 26-27).
Scripture uses both plural and singular pronouns when referring to Elohim. His works are usually described with singular verb forms. So Elohim is a plural word by construct but often a singular word by usage, revealing the inimitable makeup of the Trinity. God is a plural being although He exists as one God.
God sometimes introduces a concept in the Bible and then explains it later. We call this “progressive revelation.” In this case, we find the plural form of Elohim in Genesis without more clues about the Trinity. We just know that Elohim refers to more than one. As revelation progresses, God explains the Trinity more fully so that by the time we reach the New Testament, we read, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19).
There we finally see the three distinct persons, one in essence, who make up the plural name of Elohim. It’s difficult for us to comprehend how three can also be one. The best illustration I can think of is a pretzel. A pretzel is comprised of one interlocking piece of baked dough, yet it also has three distinct holes. The three holes are separate, yet they are also connected to each other in the one pretzel.
Elohim Is the Creator
God identifies Himself as Elohim 35 times at the start of Scripture. In fact, Elohim is the only name used for God from Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3. Other names come later in His personal revelation of His character throughout His Word, but Elohim is emphasized in the beginning.
I believe one reason for this focus on this particular name of God is that from the outset, He wants us to understand His power. The literal translation of the name Elohim is “strong one.” It has to do with God’s sovereignty and His authority, reflecting the greatness of His power.
The name Elohim also identifies God as the Creator. In the beginning, Elohim (the strong one) created. The term “created” is only used of God in the Bible; it is not used of men. This is because men reconfigure, recalibrate, or reform things. Mankind does not create something from nothing. We lack the power, ingenuity, and ability to create from nothing. God, on the other hand, does create from nothing—ex nihilo.
The book of Hebrews describes God’s creative prowess: “By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible” (Hebrews 11:3).
The author of Hebrews lets us know not only that the strong and powerful God created visible things out of the invisible but also that God created the worlds (plural). And He created the worlds without having any raw material with which to work.
Now, I don’t know how many inventors you know, but it’s highly unlikely that you know of an inventor who invented something out of nothing. Anyone who designs, builds, or creates anything on planet earth used something in order to do that. Only God, Elohim, makes something out of nothing.
In fact, God didn’t even need to use His hands to create—His mouth was enough. In Genesis 1 we marvel that all God had to do was speak the world into existence and into order.
Perhaps this is one reason why God seems to become upset or annoyed when we doubt His ability. For example, when Abraham and Sarah doubted that God could create a child through them, God replied, “Is anything too difficult for the LORD?” (Genesis 18:14). Creating a child in the aged womb of a woman was nothing compared to creating the worlds out of nothing.
In a similar vein, when the virgin Mary wondered how she, a virgin, could bear a child, the angel addressed her concerns squarely: “Nothing will be impossible with God” (Luke 1:37).
Friend, whatever situation you’re facing today or whatever challenge you’re trying to overcome, I want to encourage you to remember the name Elohim.
The Strong One doesn’t need raw material with which to work. He doesn’t need logic or tangible solutions in order to accomplish His goal. All He needs is Himself, and all you need is faith in His name that He can do all that He purposes to do.
Too often we get hung up trying to figure out the answer to our problems. Rather than trying to visualize how God is going to straighten out your situation, tweak your trials, or fix your failures, remember His name. Elohim can create something out of nothing. He’s done it before, and He continues to do it to this day. After all, He created worlds just by speaking them into existence.
God’s act of creation makes all of life religious. God invites science to study His creation in order to learn and discover more about Him (Job 12:7-9). Evolution holds that nobody plus nothing equals everything. It ultimately seeks to get rid of God. But watches have watchmakers, paintings have painters, designs have designers, and creation has a Creator.
In 1997, the Hubble telescope took flight to give us a look through its powerful lens into places we had never known or seen before. Through this mammoth telescope, we discovered a staggering number of other galaxies out there beyond our own. Our tiny earth is just in one tiny galaxy. And our Milky Way galaxy is just a little disk-shaped spiral when compared with the expanse of other galaxies. Sure, we have our sun and moon—our little spot along with the planets that surround us. Yet the Hubble telescope revealed that we are just one of many. In other words, we aren’t quite the center of the universe we once thought we were.
In fact, scientists reported that each of the 100 billion to 200 billion galaxies they believe they have discovered has up to 100 billion stars in it. And if 100 billion to 200 billion galaxies each containing up to 100 billion stars is too large for you to grasp, just consider the galaxy Andromeda.
Andromeda is roughly 2.5 million light-years away from us. (Light travels at about 186,282 miles per second.) So if you had friends living in Andromeda and you sent them a message at the speed of a radio wave (which travels at the speed of light), you could receive their reply in about 5 million years. You can’t send a text message to Andromeda regardless of how intelligent your smart phone might be.
And all God—Elohim—did was say something. He merely spoke the word, and worlds were formed. (I’m glad He didn’t shout.)
So before God shows us His gentleness, His fatherhood, or His grace, God introduces Himself to us as Elohim, the great and powerful. He wants to establish right from the start that He is the all-knowing, all-powerful, ever-present one.
Elohim Is the Restorer
So far we’ve focused on our understanding of the name Elohim in Genesis 1:1. Yet something very interesting and relevant for our everyday lives appears in verse 2: “The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters.”
The Hebrew phrase translated “formless and void” is the Tohu wabohu. This phrase basically means “a waste, or garbage dump.” It refers to a location that’s entirely uninhabitable, without form, and void of life.
The earth was a wasteland at this time—but we read in Isaiah that God did not create a wasteland. “Thus says the LORD, who created the heavens (He is the God who formed the earth and made it, He established it and did not create it a waste place, but formed it to be inhabited)…” (Isaiah 45:18).
This passage reveals that God didn’t create waste. Yet in Genesis, we read that the earth was a wasteland. So sometime between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2, the earth was messed up—which is exactly what happened when Satan fell. Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 tell us that Satan rebelled against God and was kicked out of heaven to planet earth.
Thus we have emptiness and garbage on the earth because garbage has been thrown there. Satan and his demons were cast down, making the planet uninhabitable and destructive (Isaiah 14:12-17). Satan does exactly the same thing in each of our lives through sin. He takes the beauty of God’s creation—the masterpiece of each one of us—and seeks to turn our lives into wastelands.
This is why you should remember the name Elohim and hold it closely to your heart. Scripture tells us that Elohim, in His plurality, hovered over the wasteland of life and brought order, redemption, and beauty. He created light (Genesis 1:3) and turned what had been a swampland into a separation of land from water. He made the earth livable. He came into something Satan had messed up and restored it.
One of the greatest lessons to learn about Elohim is that in addition to creating something out of nothing, He can take something the devil has junked up and fix it up. He can make it right again.
When Satan attempts to make your life a mess, God’s Spirit can make it beautiful again. When Satan tries to bring death where there once was life, God’s Spirit can make you alive again. That alone should be enough to bring hope to the hurting. It should be enough to lift your heart into the realm of faith again. Elohim is a God who can transform a mess into a miracle. He transforms darkness into light. He transforms the desolate, uninhabitable recesses of your soul into places of fertile growth.
And when He does, He wants you and me to reflect Him. Genesis 1:26 tells us one of our primary purposes: “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness.’ ” An image is a mirror. In the morning when you go to the mirror to get ready for the day, your image flashes back at you from the mirror. It reflects you accurately.
When God made mankind in His image—in the image of the triune, plural Elohim, He commissioned mankind at a higher level than all others of His creation. The flowers were not asked to be His image. The beasts were not asked to be His image. The fish were not asked to be His image. Only humanity was given this great and awesome privilege and capacity to mirror God.
Every other creation testifies of God’s majesty, but only mankind mirrors Him. You and I have been created to mirror the Divine in history. We are to mirror Him because He stamped His image on us.



Time to Rest
As we begin our dive into the deep waters of God’s names, you might be saying, “That’s great, Tony. I’ve learned some Hebrew. Nice. But really, what does that have to do with me in my home today with noisy kids and arguments with my mate?” Or if you’re single, “What does that have to do with the lonely nights or the search for personal significance? What about my finances? My health?”
Friend, it has everything to do with all of that. Read Genesis 2:1-3:
Thus the heavens and the earth were completed, and all their hosts. By the seventh day God completed His work which He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done. Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which God had created and made.

On day one, God created. On day two, God created. On days three, four, five, and six, God created. And after He created on each and every day, He said, “That’s good. It’s good.” God left the creation of mankind for the sixth day so that mankind wouldn’t have to live in the darkness. He waited until all of His creation was ready to receive man, and then He made him.
Finally, He gets to the seventh day and says, “That’s very good.” Up until that time, He had said things were good. After He created man, He said the creation was “very good.” Then He rested, which is interesting because He didn’t seem to work too hard to make His creation. After all, He had just spoken it into existence. He probably didn’t even get His hands dirty. So when we read that God rested, we shouldn’t think He got tired and quit.
Rather, this means He was finished and had nothing left to do. He had completed what He had set out to do. That’s when He decided to sanctify the seventh day. To sanctify something is to set it apart as unique and special. He declared His day of rest to be unlike all of the other days. Keep in mind that He didn’t sanctify the workdays. He sanctified the rest day.
He didn’t sanctify the day He was getting everything ready, doing all of His stuff, and bringing everything into existence. The day He declared as special was the day He chose to rest. In fact, God carries this concept of rest throughout the Old and New Testaments, relating it to other things as well. In the Old Testament, not only did God say to remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy, but He also consecrated every seventh year as a sabbatical year of rest.
The Israelites were instructed to rest the land from farming every seventh year (Leviticus 25:3-7). And God declared every forty-ninth year (seven multiplied by seven) to be a year of jubilee—a restoration of order through the implementation of the Sabbath principles of rest and freedom (Leviticus 25:8-17).
In the New Testament, we’re never instructed to keep Saturday as the Sabbath day of rest. In fact, in the New Testament we read that we’re not to allow anyone else to legislate our days for us (Colossians 2:16-17).
Typically, we experience a day of rest on Sunday during the church age because that’s the day that Christ was resurrected from the grave. Regardless of the day, the principle of the Sabbath rest continues up until now. In the book of Hebrews, God lays out for us the principle of rest, particularly linking it to the work of creation. We read, “He has said somewhere concerning the seventh day: ‘And God rested on the seventh day from all His works’ ” (Hebrews 4:4). Moving ahead to verses 9-11, we read the personal application for us today: “So there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God. For the one who has entered His rest has himself also rested from his works, as God did from His. Therefore let us be diligent to enter that rest.”
When God finished everything He needed to do to create the worlds and all they contain, He was able to rest. The reason He could rest was that He infused His creation with the ability to reproduce.
For example, He gave the flowers seeds so they could be self-perpetuating. He gave the animals the desire and ability to reproduce. He assigned tasks to the insects and birds of the air to assist in cross-pollination for the continuation of vegetation. And when He created man and woman, He instilled in them the miracle of birth.
God only had to create once. He didn’t create and then re-create, re-create, and re-create. No, when Elohim created the worlds, He built into His creation the capacity for reproduction for generations to come.
God is telling us through this passage in Hebrews 4 that He has likewise established a rest for us. First, He created a rest for the people of Israel. It was called the Promised Land. In the Promised Land, others had already dug wells, built buildings, and cultivated the land. While the Israelites were in bondage in Egypt, God was preparing a place for them. They simply had to walk into it and enjoy it.
And now God has a rest prepared for you. If you belong to Jesus Christ, you are part of the people of God. As a member of God’s family, you can enter into the Sabbath rest He has for you. It’s called a Sabbath rest because it’s already completed.
Rather than trying to make God do something for you, you can rest in what God has already done. He has already prepared works for you to do so that you might walk in them. You don’t have to scheme, manipulate, or wear yourself out trying to live your life in God’s will.
Scripture says, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10). Whatever God is going to do for you, He has already done. Whatever God has planned for you to do, He has already planned. Whatever God has purposed for your life, He has already purposed.
Your job as a follower of Jesus Christ isn’t to try to outwit, outplay, or outsmart God—to try to figure out your personal destiny yourself. God has already drawn the map of your life, and it’s a good life filled with both a future and a hope (Jeremiah 29:11). It’s a plan that’s self-perpetuating. You just need to obey Him fully so you can enter the rest He has planned for you.
You don’t need to create it. Elohim, the Creator God, has already created it. You don’t need to force it. Elohim, the strong one, has already set it up. You don’t need to go find it. Elohim, the personal and ever-present God, will reveal it to you as you seek Him each day.
Your purpose has your name on it. Your peace has your name on it. Your provision has your name on it. Your well-being has your name on it. Your rest has your name on it. However, keep in mind that Israelites who left Egypt didn’t enter into God’s rest because they wanted to quit before getting there. They wanted to go their own way in the wilderness and not go God’s way. Because of this, they forfeited the rest that was rightfully theirs.
Friend, I don’t want you to miss the rest Elohim has created for you. I want you to complete the obedience He has called you to and walk in His path even when it doesn’t make any sense (Proverbs 3:5-6). When you do, you’ll discover that the strength and power that come from an all-powerful God—Elohim—can do things for you that you couldn’t even have imagined.
I love the passage of Scripture that tells us God will take care of everything when we’re surrendered and obedient to Him. We read, “It is vain for you to rise up early, to retire late, to eat the bread of painful labors; for He gives to His beloved even in his sleep” (Psalm 127:2).
You can sleep peacefully at night because you are God’s beloved—you have aligned yourself underneath His lordship and comprehensive rule—and He is working while you are snoring. He can handle the issues of your life, make the connections and intersections you need, and give you wisdom to make the choices that will get you closer each day to the fulfillment of His will—if you will but let Him by living a life of surrender to Him.
Elohim can make something out of nothing. He can empower it to grow into something grand even when nothing appears to be happening at all. He can bring order out of chaos. His is a great name because He is Elohim, the great and powerful.
* David D’Alessandro, Brand Warfare (New York: McGraw-Hill, 2002), xiv.
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JEHOVAH
THE RELATIONAL GOD
One day a little boy in school was drawing a picture. When the teacher asked, “What’s that you’re drawing?” the boy answered without a moment’s hesitation, “I’m drawing a picture of God.”
“A picture of God?” she said. “You can’t draw a picture of God. No one knows what God looks like.”
To which the little boy replied, “Well, they will when I’m done.”
People have their own views of what God looks like. If I were to hand each person reading this book a sheet of paper and ask for a picture of God, I’d receive a wide variety of responses. What we perceive God to be and how we perceive Him to look are as varied as we are from each other. To say the least, none of us would be able to accurately depict who God truly is.
God never allowed His people to draw or build an image of Him. Nothing created on earth could ever come close to adequately reflecting the entirety of His being.
Have you ever had your photo taken in one of those tiny booths at the mall? You squeeze in with a friend and pull the curtain closed. As you sit and look toward the camera, the lens snaps your picture, and a few minutes later, a row of photos comes out of the machine. Most of the time, these photographs are very poor renditions of the real you. They don’t accurately reflect how you really look or who you really are. Similarly, any image of God we try to conjure up will be a poor rendition.
Our finite minds cannot conceive of the infinite God. All we’re able to grasp about our Lord is based on what He has revealed to us. A study of God’s names is a wonderful way to begin to discover who God is. As we consider each name and deepen our understanding of what it reveals, we’ll begin to put pieces together that help us to understand who God is and what He looks like.
In the previous chapter, we explored the name Elohim—the all-powerful Creator. Genesis 1:1–2:3 uses the word Elohim to speak of God’s creative genius and awesome power. It’s used to show us His multidimensional, multi-present capacity.
As we progress through Scripture, we soon come in contact with a name of God with which most of us are familiar. It’s also the name most frequently used throughout the Old Testament—6519 times. In our contemporary mindset, it’s God’s most famous name. This name is Jehovah.
Keep in mind that the word “god” can be somewhat vague. A number of religions use the word “god.” But in the Word of God, the one true God reveals Himself—His character, His specificity, and His identity—through His names.



Balking at the Bush
To best understand the meaning of the name Jehovah, we need to take a look at the life of Moses. In Exodus 3, we find Moses struggling with his purpose. Through a series of events, the man with the promise of a great future has now become a very insecure person. He has blown his privileged upbringing by committing a murder. In his mind, he had been defending his blood relatives (the Hebrews) from the people who raised him (the Egyptians). The Hebrews didn’t identify Moses as one of their own, so when he killed an Egyptian who had been attacking a Hebrew, they simply saw it for what it seemed—a violent act of an angry man.
Moses was rejected from both people groups after this act of bloodshed and feared for his own life, so he fled to the desert and became a shepherd. Forty years of herding sheep in the land of Midian had reduced the once-confident leader to nothing much in his own eyes.
So when God shows up in the midst of a burning bush, revealing Himself to Moses and giving him a vision of his destiny to lead the Hebrews out of slavery in Egypt, Moses balks. After all, that’s a very intimidating request. In fact, Moses had been doing exactly the opposite of God’s request for the past four decades. He had been running away from Pharaoh, not running to Pharaoh. He had been fleeing from Egypt, not racing to Egypt.
Yet a spiritual principle applicable to all of us shows up here in Moses’s life. See, God didn’t set Moses free from the wrath of the Egyptians simply so Moses could be free. God never delivers someone from something just for that person’s own sake.
God’s greatest aim is always His own glory. God’s purposes on earth are for the advancement of His kingdom and His glory. God provided a way for Moses to escape his punishment in Egypt so that Moses could eventually lead an entire race of people out of Egypt to worship God (Exodus 8:1 NIV). God never delivers us so that we might forget Him. God always reveals Himself and delivers us so that we might worship and fully know Him.
But Moses balked at the bush, and so we are introduced to the name of God that we’re looking at in this chapter—Jehovah. Moses, fearful and afraid at God’s grand request, counters to God with a question of his own.
In my Tony Evans’s translation, Moses says, “Okay, God, so You want me to go down and tell Pharaoh that he’s supposed to let Your people go. I get that—sure. But when I do, people are going to start asking me a lot of questions, like ‘Who died and made you boss?’ ”
Moses was concerned about what Pharaoh and the Egyptians would think and do, and he was also concerned about how the Hebrew people would respond. As we read in Exodus 3:13 (NIV), Moses came out straight with his concern. “Moses said to God, ‘Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, “The God of your fathers has sent me to you,” and they ask me, “What is his name?” Then what shall I tell them?’ ”
God’s reply is succinct.
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’“

God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, the name you shall call me from generation to generation” (verses 14-15 NIV).

This name is especially important—and not just because of the number of times it’s used. Jehovah (“I Am Who I Am”) is important because God Himself is telling Moses—and essentially His chosen people of Israel—that this is who He is. In fact, this name is so sacred in Jewish culture that the Jews don’t dare even speak it for fear of breaking the prohibition against taking the Lord’s name in vain. Therefore, in time, we lost touch with the correct pronunciation.
Even when the scribes who copied the Bible came upon this sacred name of God, they silently read over what they had just copied without pronouncing His name.
The four consonants in this self-revealing name of God form what is called the tetragrammaton. In fact, the literal translation of the word “tetragammaton” is simply “the four letters.” They are the letters yud, hay, vav, and hay. The combination of these consonants is derived from a word that means, “to be.” Because all four letters are consonants, the vowels from the Hebrew word for Adonai were later added in order to help us pronounce the name.
Initially, this rendering of God’s name YHWH was Yahweh. When it was translated into English, it became the name which most of us today know it as—Jehovah. So when you hear the name Jehovah, keep in mind that this is the Hebrew name Yahweh, which comes from the God-given name YHWH, meaning “I am the existing one.” And on another note, when you come across LORD or GOD written in all caps, you can know that it’s a translation of the Hebrew word YHWH (Yahweh, or Jehovah).
God has so many names, each reflecting specific character qualities and attributes; it’s important to know just how He is revealing Himself in the particular passage you’re reading. We can’t comprehend Him in His entirety, but we can learn more through a greater knowledge and insight into which name God is using to reveal Himself.
“I Am Who I Am”
If Elohim is God’s creative and powerful name, Jehovah is God’s personal name. It’s the self-revealing name God gave when Moses asked, “What is [Your] name?”
When we study the name Elohim, we study the God who is the Creator, and we can talk about His power, presence, and prowess. When we talk about Jehovah, we’re talking about His person, His character.
Elohim is the side of God who created the heavens and the earth. Jehovah is the side of God who relates to His creation personally. A person can believe in Elohim without knowing Jehovah. In fact, plenty of people believe in God (Elohim) but don’t know the God in whom they believe (Jehovah). Jehovah is the God who personally reveals Himself to us, often through the trials and struggles we face.
One of the first characteristics we discover about Jehovah is that He is a person. He is the I Am. This is significant because it lets us know we don’t live in an impersonal universe as the evolutionists would have us believe. God isn’t a force who just moves about. He isn’t what we think of when we hear, “May the force be with you.” He is a living and very personal God who has emotions, intellect, and will.
Yet because He is also “I Am Who I Am,” He is also a self-existing being. He doesn’t just exist, but rather exists in Himself.
In other words, nothing outside of Him contributed or contributes to His existence. All of us exist because we were created. We were preceded by a mother and a father. We are because they were. You are because they were. I am because they were. I am not because I am, and you are not because you are. If there was no them, there would be no you.
Our existence depends not only on our parents but is also dependent upon other external things that allow us to live, breathe, and function. Each of us is alive right now because oxygen constantly contributes to our existence. Take away the oxygen, and none of us would survive. We can exist because things are being provided for us, things we all need for eating, drinking, and breathing—the things we need to live.
But when God formally introduced Himself to His people and to humanity, He told Moses in essence, “Tell them that the one who sent you doesn’t have to go outside of Himself to be Himself, for He is complete in Himself. I Am Who I Am.” In other words, God is the only truly independent being in the universe because He is the only being who is self-generating.
Consider the sun. Neither you nor I have to fire it up, reheat it, or refuel it. We don’t have to strike a match to get it started. This is because in its very construction, God maintains it. God has given us a small glimpse into what self-generation looks like through His creation. The example isn’t entirely accurate, of course, because the sun could not have created itself and won’t last forever.
Jehovah’s self-existence includes His self-sufficiency, which reminds us that He is the great, eternal one. Since He is self-generating, He perpetuates Himself throughout all eternity. You and I aren’t eternal on earth because we are dependent. But Jehovah is independent, so He needs only Himself to exist in the dimension where He lives. He is everlasting.
His is also immutable—He never changes. We are forever changing. We’re getting older, our hair is graying, we’re getting wrinkles, and our skin is sagging. Our memories aren’t always what they used to be. But God doesn’t go through that process. He is who He was, and He is also who He will be because the great I Am never steps out of the present tense. In other words, He is always now.
God can never become irrelevant because He is always current. A billion years from now, God will still be just as relevant as He was on day one because all creation depends on Him. You can’t get much more relevant than that.
I know this concept is challenging to comprehend simply because our linear, finite minds only understand what it means to go from one year to the next and then to the next. We go from here to there, yet God can go from here to there and back again all at the same time. He exists as the great I Am Who I Am.
Another aspect of God’s self-revelation is that He isn’t necessarily who we want Him to be. He is who He is, not who you or I want Him to be or choose to define Him as. So if you’re going to know who God is, you’ll have to let Him define Himself simply because He is not “I am who you say I am.” He is Jehovah, Yahweh, YHWH, the Lord—I Am Who I Am.
The Changing Changelessness of God One of the more challenging concepts that students of the Bible sometimes run into is the seemingly contradictory nature of a changing, changeless God. As I mentioned earlier, God is immutable. He does not change.
We read in Malachi, “For I, the LORD, do not change” (3:6). And in Hebrews, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” (13:8). So the question arises, if God doesn’t change, how can He change His mind, as He did with Jonah and Nineveh (Jonah 3:10) or Moses and the Israelites (Exodus 32:14)?
The best way I know how to explain what happens when the changeless God seems to change His mind is to look at the verse in James that reads, “Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow” (1:17).
As we see in this verse, and as we know through the revelation of Scripture, God is the Creator of the lights above—the Creator of the stars and the sun. The star in our solar system is the sun, which gets its source from the Father of lights. The sun stays hot—it never needs to be heated back up. Over these thousands of years, it has never dimmed. Yet despite its changelessness, a shifting shadow is associated with the sun. We call it nighttime. When nighttime occurs, darkness covers half of the earth. As the other half of the earth experiences the light of the sun, the half that is turned away from the sun experiences the shadow of night.
As James wrote, there is no shifting shadow with the Father of lights. Yet you and I deal with shadows in our lives every day. We experience darkness even though the sun hasn’t changed because as the earth turns away from the sun, we enter into a shadow. The sun is consistent, constant, and regular, but the shadow comes because we move away.
Jehovah is the great immutable God. He is who He is, and He continues to be who He is all through eternity. Yet we sometimes experience what we consider to be a change in His mind because as we turn, our distance from God casts spiritual shadows. He hasn’t changed; our experience of Him has just adjusted to our turn.
The Bible tells us that God repented of destroying Nineveh because the people stopped turning away from Him and turned back to Him. He also repented of destroying the Israelites because Moses turned toward Him, appealing to the intimacy of their connection and voicing a plea based on God’s own character on behalf of the people he was shepherding.
When we adjust to or highlight God’s character and God’s way, light comes where there once was darkness simply because we’re turning toward Him.
When God Doesn’t Make Sense God will often allow us to be in a situation with no possible solution. This is so we can discover that He is our solution. He lets us hit rock bottom in order for us to learn that He is the Rock at the bottom. He’ll put us between a rock and hard place—a situation that seems confusing, incongruent, and chaotic. And He will often do this when He’s getting ready to reveal something new about Himself to us, just as He did with Moses.
As we saw at the beginning of the chapter, God revealed Himself to Moses in a burning bush. Moses was out shepherding his flock of sheep, kicking rocks along the mountainside, and looking at the same bushes he’d seen for decades when suddenly, something didn’t make sense. He saw a bush on fire, and yet it wasn’t being burned up. Because of this, he went to investigate. And because he went to investigate, he got to know God and His will in a way like none other.
Perhaps something in your life doesn’t quite make sense. Maybe it even seems like a contradiction. It could be a conflict you’re facing, a decision to make, a health or financial issue, a rocky marriage, a wayward child…any number of things. But whatever it is, I want to encourage you—based on the name of Jehovah, who is the self-revealing one—to be careful not to simply look at the bush that is burning. Don’t get so mesmerized by the contradiction itself that you miss God, who wants to talk to you through the burning bush.
As we’ll see in chapter 5, when Abraham was told to go up the mountain and sacrifice his son Isaac, he could have gotten stuck by just staring at the problem. Sacrificing the promised child of his own inheritance and legacy made no sense. Yet in the middle of that seemingly nonsensical situation, Abraham obeyed and looked beyond the problem, and God revealed Himself to him. Jehovah showed up and gave Abraham a ram to sacrifice instead.
When God wants to show you a side of Him you’ve never seen before, He usually does it in the middle of a mess, a problem, a circumstance…a burning bush. Don’t look only at the bush because Jehovah is using that situation to reveal something about Himself to you. But remember, God didn’t reveal Himself to Moses until Moses turned aside. Moses stopped what he was doing and turned to see what was going on. Sometimes in the business of life—the tyranny of the tedious tasks that go on day in and day out—we fail to turn aside.
We fail to take notice when God is trying to get our attention. Had Moses failed to turn aside, he might have missed hearing from God about His supernatural plan for his life—a plan Moses could have never come up with on his own.
In fact, when he heard it, he became afraid. He started making excuses about why he couldn’t do what God had said. He put himself down and reminded God that he couldn’t even speak well, let alone speak to a Pharaoh.
To this, Jehovah replied, “Who has made man’s mouth? Or who makes him mute or deaf, or seeing or blind? Is it not I, the LORD [Jehovah]?” (Exodus 4:11). Jehovah is God interacting with His creation at a whole new level.
God made Moses and Moses’s mouth, and now He is interacting with Moses about the use of his mouth. He is directing, commanding, and exercising His authority over His own creation because He is not only Elohim, the great and powerful Creator, but He is also Jehovah, the Lord, master, and self-existent one.
In Genesis 1:1–2:3, we see God as Elohim creating His creation. In Genesis 2:4, God introduces a new name—Jehovah—and begins interacting with creation in a new way. He becomes personally involved with the well-being and purpose of His creation through His plan, will, and interaction.
Just as we saw Jehovah interacting with Moses and his calling in Exodus 3, we see Him interacting with mankind and His creation in Genesis 2. The Lord (Jehovah) God…
“formed man” (verse 7)

“planted a garden” (verse 8)

“caused to grow” (verse 9)

“took the man and put him into the garden” (verse 15) “commanded the man” (verse 16)

“formed every beast…and brought them to the man” (verse 19) “caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man” (verse 21) “took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh” (verse 21) “fashioned into a woman the rib He had taken” (verse 22) Our understanding of who God says He is and how He reveals Himself is critical. Consider what can happen when the truth about His character gets twisted or lost altogether.

In Genesis 3:1, Satan approaches Eve in the form of a snake. Even here we see God’s revelation of Himself as the Lord God (Jehovah Elohim): “Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made.”
Because of this craftiness, Satan sought to deceive Eve by subtly changing God’s name. When he spoke to Eve, we read, “And he said to the woman, ‘Indeed, has God said, “You shall not eat from any tree of the garden”?’ ” (Genesis 3:1). In removing the name Lord (Jehovah) from before God, Satan pulled a sales trick on Eve. He sought to deceive her by hiding God’s relational nature and thus the relational impact of the deed he was trying to get her to commit.
With the name Lord (Jehovah) still in the question, Satan would be reminding Eve through his own words about God’s position as absolute master over both Adam and Eve. Yet he didn’t use Jehovah, and even when Eve replied, she neglected to call God by the name He had used to make Himself known.
The woman said to the serpent, “From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat; but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die’ ” (Genesis 3:2-3).

Satan’s goal was to get Eve and subsequently Adam to drop the name Jehovah from their association with God. He didn’t mind if they called Him Elohim—the great, powerful Creator. Such a God could be a distant being, way out there.
When Jehovah is brought into the conversation, God is a personal, interactive being who made, purposed, designed, and intimately knows both Adam and Eve. Satan was okay with Eve acknowledging God; he just didn’t want her having a personal relationship under Jehovah’s authority.
The devil doesn’t mind you or me having a bit of religion. He doesn’t care if we come to church to meet Elohim or if we talk on our jobs about Elohim—as long as we don’t bring in Jehovah. Because the moment we bring in Jehovah, He becomes a personal God with whom we are in a relationship. It’s easier to twist things or add things—as Eve did in adding that they weren’t even supposed to touch the fruit on the tree—when we talk about an impersonal being off in the distance. It’s much more difficult when this Jehovah God is right there with us, intimately knowing us, caring about us, guiding us, and carrying the authority as master over our lives.
Getting to Know Jehovah
So how do we get to know God as Jehovah? Exodus 33 gives a good idea. “Whenever Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the entrance of the tent; and the LORD would speak with Moses…Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face” (verses 9,11).
As Moses went about the work of the ministry, Jehovah spoke to him. In the midst of relating to God, Moses asked to see God. He said, “I pray You, show me Your glory!” (verse 18). Jehovah, the personal and relational God, gave this reply: He said, “I Myself will make all My goodness pass before you, and will proclaim the name of the LORD before you; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show compassion on whom I will show compassion.” But He said, “You cannot see My face, for no man can see Me and live!” Then the LORD said, “Behold, there is a place by Me, and you shall stand there on the rock; and it will come about, while My glory is passing by, that I will put you in the cleft of the rock and cover you with My hand until I have passed by. Then I will take My hand away and you shall see My back, but My face shall not be seen” (Exodus 33:19-23).
Moses had come face-to-face with Jehovah God, and he wanted to know more. He asked to see more. And God allowed him to experience all that he was able to experience because Jehovah is the close and personal character of the living God.
Do you know why so many of us don’t know Jehovah and don’t experience Him personally in our daily lives? We’re too busy and too distracted to ask for more.
Moses could have been satisfied with the burning bush. He could have been satisfied with the ten miraculous plagues. He could have been satisfied with the parting of the sea. Yet despite all that Moses had already experienced of God and with God, he asked for more.
Too many of us stop at the bush. We’re satisfied with an introduction. Yet as we see from our study of the relational attribute of God as revealed through His name Jehovah, God will come as intimately close to us as possible—if we ask Him and seek Him as Moses did.
Moses took the time to be in the presence of Jehovah and to say to Him, “Lord, I want to know You more. Show me more of You.” If Moses were alive today, that would mean he sometimes turned off his television and radio. He stopped texting or phoning his friends as much. He spent less time at the do-it-yourself shops or at the mall. He removed the static from the line and quieted the noise from around him, clearing away the distractions so that in the tent of the Lord, he could ask for more.
Many believers today say they want to know God. But when you take a closer look at their schedule, you realize they’re just talking noise. Listen, if a guy really wants to get to know a girl, he makes time to talk to her.
Ladies, if a man tells you he wants to get to know you but then he never calls or texts, never stops by or takes you out, then all he has done is cluttered the air with his lies. He doesn’t want to get to know you unless he willingly invests the time to get to know you. If a guy really wants to get to know a girl, he’ll find time, he’ll make time, he’ll stay up late or get up early…he will do whatever he needs to do to get to know her.
Jehovah knows when we’re just spouting words and when we truly intend to get to know Him. Moses had dedicated the time and effort before he made the request. So God gave Moses something no other human on the planet has ever experienced—the personal manifest presence of God’s glory.
Covered by God’s own hand and tucked away in a cleft of the rock, Moses saw God’s back pass by. In today’s technology, this might be compared to the exhaust you see when an airplane passes by overhead. You don’t see the plane, but you see evidence of it.
What happened to Moses after he experienced Jehovah in that intimate way is remarkable, and it should motivate each of us to seek God and make a close relationship with Jehovah the primary focus of our lives. After that encounter, Moses picked up a pen and paper and began writing: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” And he kept writing and kept writing until the history of the beginning of time had been completed.
Even though Moses wrote Genesis, he wasn’t alive when Genesis happened. So how did he know the details of events that were so far removed from him? He knew because God let him see and experience Jehovah. He let Moses see some stuff that had never been seen before so that Moses could write some information that he didn’t have any cognitive knowledge about.
Friend, God wants to reveal to you things you’ve never dreamed of. He wants you to experience His vision and plan for you. But that won’t come about if you simply know Him as Elohim—if you only want to know His power without a relationship with His person. That will come about only when you get to know Him as Jehovah—as Yahweh, the Lord. He is the self-revealing God.
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ADONAI
THE GOD WHO RULES
Poets, philosophers, preachers, and scholars throughout the ages have waxed eloquent as they pondered and wrote about mankind’s place in the universe. Volumes have been filled with thoughts from brilliant minds that wrestled with the dignity God has given mankind and the realization that there is Something—Someone—greater still.
“Invictus,” a poem by nineteenth-century English critic and editor William Ernest Henley, captures these thoughts in four succinct stanzas.
Out of the night that covers me,

Black as the pit from pole to pole,

I thank whatever gods may be

For my unconquerable soul.

In the fell clutch of circumstance

I have not winced nor cried aloud.




Under the bludgeonings of chance

My head is bloody, but unbowed.

Beyond this place of wrath and tears

Looms but the Horror of the shade,

And yet the menace of the years

Finds and shall find me unafraid.

It matters not how strait the gate,

How charged with punishments the scroll,

I am the master of my fate:

I am the captain of my soul.

Fundamentally, this poem, which many of us were taught to recite in school, is one of self-sufficiency, independence, and godlike sovereignty. Yet hidden in its lines is the revelation that a God-shaped hole is in all of us whether we know God as Lord and Savior or not. In the first stanza, the poet acknowledges that which is greater than him: “I thank whatever gods may be.” Yet he remains there only briefly, eventually returning to the worldview held by so many: “I am the master of my fate: I am the captain of my soul.”
The poem is popular, and many have recited it, but the sentiments in “Invictus” are affronts to the living God. This poem flies in the face of an all-knowing, all-powerful Lord and master. Though it acknowledges “whatever gods may be,” the fact remains that it does not acknowledge but rather contradicts the name we’re going to look at together in this chapter—Adonai.



Lord and Master
Like Elohim, Adonai is a plural word. Whenever it’s used of God, it occurs in the plural because God is a plural person. He’s only one God, but He’s made up of plurality—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
The name Adonai is found more than 400 times in the Bible and is full of meaning. The name comes from the singular word Adon, which is translated “master” or “ruler.” It contains the concepts of dominion, rulership, and ownership.
The cultural background to the word Adon is associated with masters who owned slaves. Yet it didn’t merely connote ownership but also conveyed a responsibility for the care and well-being of the servants. The master was to provide for, protect, guide, and maximize that which he owned.
Thus when God is referred to in Scripture with the plural Adonai, He is seen as owner. Psalm 97:5 says that God is “the Lord [Adonai] of the whole earth.” He’s not only the Creator (Elohim) but also the owner (Adonai). God reveals this ownership in His Word: “Every beast of the forest is Mine, the cattle on a thousand hills” (Psalm 50:10).
The Biblical Concept of Ownership In the New Testament, the apostles often called themselves bond-servants or slaves of Jesus Christ. They used this language to let everyone know they were owned by Christ. This is a significant statement and not merely a sentiment because ownership includes certain responsibilities and duties.
In fact, much to the chagrin of many ladies, the Bible even applies the concept of ownership to a husband and a wife. In 1 Peter 3:6, we read that Sarah called Abraham “lord.” The Greek word translated “lord” in this passage is kyrios, which is the Greek equivalent to the Hebrew word Adon, the singular form of Adonai, a plural name of God.
By Sarah calling Abraham her kyrios (“master” or “owner”), she acknowledged a level of ownership that Abraham had toward her. But what’s more, she also acknowledged Abraham’s responsibility to her.
I’ve pastored for nearly four decades. Pastoring a church of thousands of people includes many ongoing requests for counseling. In conducting marital counseling, I’ve frequently heard women complain about this concept. But I believe that an authentic understanding of the full weight of the term actually can lead to a greater feeling of freedom for women in the marital relationship.
Let me try to illustrate this with a conversation I had recently with my daughter-in-law Kanika. Kanika is married to my youngest son, Jonathan. One day we were talking about her pregnancy and how they had planned to raise their new child, and she told me she had to check with Jonathan first on something before letting me know the plans for sure. To which I replied, “Kanika, honest question—do you ever get frustrated that as a woman, you need to check with your husband on certain things first? Does that bother you?”
Kanika’s reply came even faster than my question. I could tell that she had thought about this before. Her answer was, “Actually, I don’t get frustrated about that at all. In fact, I prefer it.”
Her response interested me, so I dug deeper. “Why do you prefer it?”
“Because ultimately it reminds me that he is responsible. If there’s a problem, I get to throw it to him. If there is an issue, I get to toss it to him. I can relax knowing he’s got it.”
In other words, Kanika rested in knowing that Jonathan would fulfill his role as husband by being responsible for their family. In that light, she didn’t mind checking with him on final decisions because then he also would be there to handle things should those decisions lead to difficult situations later on.
Ownership has much more to do with responsibility than with mere dominion. Husbands can’t just walk around saying, “I am the lord [head] in this home, like Abraham.” As a husband, you have to be the lord (or head). You have to be responsible. Husbands need to own their role as the head and not just use the term. You have to take care of, provide for, guide, and protect your wife. Unfortunately, today too many men expect the term adon to be given to them without the accompanying responsibility.
God, in His role of Adonai, fulfills all the responsibilities of ownership. He provides, protects, guards, leads, cares for…and much more.
Abram’s Aged Body
The first usage of the name Adonai in the Bible occurs in the book of Genesis.
After these things the word of the LORD [Jehovah] came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not fear, Abram, I am a shield to you; your reward shall be very great.” Abram said, “O Lord GOD [Adonai Jehovah], what will You give me, since I am childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” (15:1-2).

God had promised Abram that He was going to make him a great nation and that He would give him an heir—a child—even in his old age. Interestingly, God had made that promise to Abram as Yahweh (Jehovah), the self-revealing God.
This is similar to going to church or listening to someone teach about the Bible. You hear the Word of God—what God said. When you come to understand God and His plans based on His Word, you are encountering Jehovah, the one who reveals Himself to you.
Then, like Abram, you will often make a decision or perform an action based on what God has revealed. Abram had responded to God by moving his family to the Promised Land. In fact, he had been there for a decade by the time we catch up with him in Genesis 15.
A ten-year gap separates Genesis 12 and Genesis 15. God had made His promise, and yet there was still no baby. This understandably causes Abram to wonder what’s going on. Abram remembers what God said, and yet he sees that nothing has been done. So he approaches God again to try to find out why the gap is there and when the promise will be fulfilled.
Notice the different ways the word “Lord” appears in the first two verses of Genesis 15. In the first verse, it’s written in all caps as LORD, meaning Yahweh (Jehovah). Yet in verse 2, only the “L” is capitalized because the Hebrew word is Adonai. Abram had heard what God had said when He revealed Himself and His plan, but Abram had not yet seen the fulfillment of God’s promise, so he appealed to God’s character as owner.
Has this ever happened to you? You heard God’s Word, and you believed that God revealed something to you, but you didn’t see it come to pass. In fact, perhaps a long time passed since you believed that God had revealed His will to you, but still nothing happened.
After a decade went by, Abram wasted no time in appealing to God as absolute ruler and owner. Then the Lord (Jehovah) reveals even more to Abram.
“This man will not be your heir; but one who will come forth from your own body, he shall be your heir.” And He took him outside and said, “Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be” (Genesis 15:4-5).

Abram believed the Lord, and that was counted to him as righteousness. Then Abram appealed to God once again as master and ruler when he asked, “O Lord GOD [Adonai Jehovah], how may I know that I will possess it?” (verse 8).
Studying which name God uses when He reveals Himself to Abram and which name Abram uses when he responds gives us a greater glimpse into the multifaceted nature of God. Abram was in a hopeless situation. At close to age 100, he was old and cold. Super Viagra couldn’t have helped him at that point. Helping his wife to conceive a child seemed like a real impossibility.
It would have been much easier had God brought about Isaac’s conception some ten years earlier when He had made the promise to Abram, but now things looked bleak. Yet God will often delay carrying out His promises until He sees a heart of surrender and submission. In fact, submission to God as absolute ruler and master—submission to Him as Adonai—can affect the timing of His promises in your life. In addition, we can see in Genesis 15 that submission also affects our communication with God and enhances our intimacy with Him.
Skipping forward a few verses to 15:18, we read about this intimacy. “On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram.” Keep in mind that a covenant is a relational act tied to intimate (chesed, “covenantal”) love.
Abram’s submission to God as master, ruler, and owner throughout the entire conversation recorded in Genesis 15 opened the path for him to hear more, for God to give more, and for the covenant to be reestablished on that day.
The best way I know to illustrate this in our contemporary language is with the phrase “Yes, sir” or “Yes, ma’am.” Of course, these words don’t always carry much weight, particularly if they are merely a cultural gesture tied to upbringing. Yet when they are spoken with the fullest amount of respect and meaning that can be attached to them, they can open up the door to greater communication, greater revelation, quicker timing, and deeper intimacy in any situation.
What these words denote, quite simply, is the surrender of submission. Submission is a powerful tool in our relationships with the all-powerful Adonai God. Unfortunately, too many Christians today have settled for Jehovah without experiencing the full power of Adonai. To experience all that God can do for you as ruler, master, and owner over your life, you have to knowingly and willingly surrender to Him. That means He gets to call the shots. He gets to have the final say in your decisions. You consider His perspective as you make your choices and decide how to use your time.
Many people want God to do what His Word says He can do, but they don’t give Him the right to own them. God isn’t going to disclose more of Himself as Jehovah (revealing Himself and His ways to you) if you’re unwilling to confess more of Him as Adonai. If you’re unwilling to surrender ownership over your time, thoughts, talents, and treasures to Him, the information flow stops. It becomes more like a drip rather than a full force of Him fulfilling His Word in your life.
One of our problems in the body of Christ is that we have too many Christians who want God to get them to heaven but who don’t want God to own them on earth. Yet unless you confess God as Adonai, your experience of His self-revelation as Jehovah will be limited. You may hear His Word and even say, “God’s promises are true and amen,” yet the fulfillment of those promises in your life are often tied to your surrender to Him as Adonai.
God must have the right to own you if He is going to take the responsibility to do something with you. No owner on earth would invest in something that he can’t legitimately access or claim ownership to, and God usually won’t either.
When Abram surrendered to God as Adonai, he received the promise of a child, further revelation, and an intimate covenant. In fact, he eventually received a new name—Abraham, the “father of nations.”
Moses’s Mumbling Mouth
We’ve just taken a look at the way Abraham’s surrender to God as Adonai affected the timing of God’s covenant with him, God’s communication with him, and even God’s intimacy with him.
Another example of this occurs in Moses’s life. As we saw in chapter 3, Moses had become a bit unsettled and unsure of himself after being a shepherd in the wilderness for four decades. When God shows up in the midst of a burning bush, giving Moses the commission of a lifetime, Moses balks.
Then Moses said to the LORD [Jehovah], “Please, Lord [Adonai], I have never been eloquent, neither recently nor in time past, nor since You have spoken to Your servant; for I am slow of speech and slow of tongue.” The LORD said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Or who makes him mute or deaf, or seeing or blind? Is it not I, the LORD [Jehovah]? Now then go, and I, even I, will be with your mouth, and teach you what you are to say.” But he said, “Please, Lord [Adonai], now send the message by whomever You will” (Exodus 4:10-13).

Essentially, Moses starts by telling God that the one thing God has asked him to do, he simply cannot do. Moses doesn’t feel qualified to speak on behalf of God to Pharaoh. He believes to do so would require a certain level of articulation, a college degree, notoriety…anything to establish his credibility. He’s convinced he doesn’t possess the raw material or the natural gifting to do what God says. He doubts God’s calling on his life.
However, Moses recognizes that despite his insecurities, God is in charge. God owns him. Moses addresses God as Adonai, respectfully communicating his timidity. By doing so, Moses confesses that God runs this show. Moses may not see how this plan is possible, but he knows enough to know that God is Adonai, and so he speaks to Him as the one who is in charge.
To which God replies that He is the maker of mouths, tongues, and all that is necessary to carry out His plan on earth. In essence, God let Moses know that even when people aren’t able to fulfill the calling on their lives, if they will recognize Him as Adonai, He can make them fully capable. God doesn’t always call the equipped, but He always equips the called.
I can write confidently about this not only because of Scripture but also because I’ve experienced it in my own life. In fact, when I was growing up, I could relate to Moses in a number of ways.
I often struggled in speaking. In fact, some people would say I more than struggled. There was a time when I stuttered so bad that no one could understand me. I could barely get a word out. Yet at other times, according to my teachers’ remarks on my report cards—all of which my mom has saved—I would also frequently try to speak out of turn. As one teacher put it, I would raise my hand to answer her before ever listening to the question. As a child, I had a desire to speak but lacked the necessary skills. Apparently my timing was off.
My teachers never suspected that I would one day make my living as a speaker. “Anthony has difficulty expressing himself orally,” one teacher wrote. Not exactly someone you would expect God to call to preach the Word to tens of thousands of people at a time.
Yet that’s exactly how God often works. When we surrender to Him as Lord and owner over our lives, He takes the raw materials of our human existence and sprinkles His power on us, suffuses His grace over us, and infuses His Spirit into us. He makes it work despite how feeble our own abilities may be.
That’s why it’s important never to let what other people say to you or about you limit what you do for God and His kingdom. When God is your Adonai, when you submit yourself to Him, giving Him full control to guide and direct you according to His will, He can use you in ways that will stupefy those who knew you back when. God can give you supernatural ability to do what you can’t do naturally. He did it for Abraham. He did it for Moses. He did it for me. He’s done it for many, and Adonai can do it for you.
Friend, there is nothing quite like experiencing God Himself doing something through you that you don’t have the background, gifting, or education to do yourself. Perhaps you don’t have any credentials, but I encourage you to know enough, like Moses, to call out and submit to Adonai. I encourage you to recognize Him as your master, ruler, and owner.
You haven’t even begun to see what God can do if He becomes not only your Elohim, the God of creation who made the heavens and the earth, but also your Adonai, the master, ruler, and owner of your life. Unfortunately, many people are content with just the God of creation. In fact, they’re content with many of the names of God, but they push back the most against this one—Adonai.
In the New Testament, we often refer to this as the lordship of Jesus Christ. When God is your Adonai, when Jesus is your Lord, His Word has the final say. That is true surrender. Your response to Him is, “Yes, Sir, God. Whatever You say, Lord. I trust You, Sir. I’ll follow Your will.”
If you want to see God freely unleash His power in and through your life, never use “no” and “God” in the same sentence. Moses, a humble shepherd in the backwoods of Midian, confessed God as Adonai, and God empowered him to lead an entire nation from slavery to freedom. Just think what Adonai can do in your life.
Gideon’s Paltry Pedigree
Friend, you may feel as if you don’t have the qualifications to do the things God has called you to do—and maybe you don’t. But remember that God can make you qualified. We’ve seen what God did with Abraham and with Moses, and God did the same thing with a man named Gideon. When Gideon recognized God as Adonai, his own story changed as well.
We catch up with Gideon at a time when his people, the Israelites, were being pounded by the Midianites. Judges 6:2 tells us, “The power of Midian prevailed against Israel.” God allowed the Midianites, a pagan people, to oppress the Israelites because the Israelites had begun tinkering with false gods and worshipping idols.
The Israelites cried out to God (Jehovah) for relief and deliverance (verses 6-7). They had gotten tired of being oppressed by the Midianites and began to ask God to do something about it.
Maybe everything in your life has seemed to come against you and beat you down, and yet you haven’t seen God intervene. So you call out to Him to bring hope into a hopeless situation. This is exactly what the Israelites did.
When they did, the angel of the Lord came to Gideon and said that the Lord (Jehovah) was with him and that Gideon was a “valiant warrior” (verse 12). Yet Gideon felt like anything but a valiant warrior.
“O my lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the LORD has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian.” The LORD looked at him and said, “Go in this your strength and deliver Israel from the hand of Midian. Have I not sent you?” (verses 13-14).

Having received his commission, Gideon then wonders aloud how this can be possible. After all, he doesn’t come from a strong military family. Neither is he the oldest in his line of siblings. Still, recognizing God’s rule and authority, Gideon pours his hesitancy into the cup of surrender: “O Lord [Adonai], how shall I deliver Israel? Behold, my family is the least in Manasseh, and I am the youngest in my father’s house” (verse 15). In other words, “Sir, I don’t qualify. I don’t have the right pedigree or credentials to do what You just said.”
Yet when Gideon recognized God as master and ruler, his qualifications didn’t matter. God, his owner and the one who called him, said, “Surely I will be with you, and you shall defeat Midian as one man” (verse 16).
Gideon goes on to defeat the Midianites in God’s name and with His power. I love Gideon’s story because it is such a graphic illustration of God’s ability to use any of us despite our background or which side of the tracks we come from.
When you or I surrender before our owner, the all-powerful Adonai, and lay our insecurities, doubts, and hesitations before Him, we will be amazed time and again as God shows up in the most unlikely places and uses the most unlikely people—you and me.
When God is your Adonai, you’ll see Him overcome the Midianites in your life. You will watch Him overrule the people who hold you down and keep you from maximizing His call on your life and your spiritual potential.
The Midianites in this story represent various strongholds that keep people oppressed, addicted, or defeated. These include chemical addictions, negative influences, poor self-esteem, and people trying to prevent you from living out your destiny. But God makes it clear that when He is your Adonai, you will see Him work things out as your Jehovah. He will reveal His surprising paths and plans to you—strategies you would have never thought of on your own.



No Plan B
He did this with Gideon. In Judges 7, we find Gideon and more than 30,000 Israelite soldiers about to face the Midianites. God knew that Gideon saw Him as Lord and ruler—as Adonai—and would obey and surrender to His will, so God revealed to Gideon a plan that reduced the army of 30,000 down to just 300 men. Three hundred men plus Adonai is worth more than an army of thousands.
Gideon and his 300 men defeated the Midianites because they recognized God as ruler and master. They didn’t argue. They didn’t come up with plan B. They didn’t try to rationalize and keep some men hiding in the wings. Gideon knew that to win this battle and to defeat this enemy, he would have to do it God’s way. He would have to recognize and surrender to God as Adonai.
Sometimes that’s hard to do. It’s difficult to see God as ruler and master when so many others are competing for that place. Ourselves, our own thoughts, other people in our lives…many things and other voices try to dictate our decisions. We must not let them.
We see this illustrated in Isaiah’s life as well. “In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord (Adonai) sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple” (Isaiah 6:1). Notice when Isaiah saw God as Adonai—the year his human king, Uzziah, died. Why is this important? Because human kings often appear to be the keys to our victory.
When we look to others for advice or to make decisions, they hold a lot of influence over us. Yet when Isaiah’s human king died, he was enabled to see who really owned and ruled over everything. King Uzziah couldn’t make any more decisions for the nation Isaiah cared so deeply about, but Adonai was still seated on the throne and still running the show.
Sometimes we can’t see Adonai until He allows something to die in our circumstances. He allows that thing, person, or idea that we depend on to lose its influence on us. This may not include a physical death, but something happens wherein we can no longer depend on that which we once did. He might let a job go away, or our finances suffer, or a person to be removed from our lives whom we thought we could never live without.
Whatever it is, God often allows this so that we can truly discover He is in charge and dependable—that He is the owner of all.



Acknowledgment Versus Surrender
Scripture tells us that each of us came into this world with nothing and that we’re going to leave this world with nothing. Everything we have here on earth is on loan. We’re merely borrowers of God’s resources. That being so, God expects us to recognize Him as Adonai. Too many people want to use God’s name and what He has made without acknowledging His ownership over all He has made, including them.
In fact, the Bible tells us that if you’re a believer and follower of Jesus Christ, even your body belongs to Him. “You are not your own…you have been bought with a price” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). God has a right to all of you—your spirit, soul, and body.
Friend, unless God truly owns all of you, you won’t be able to experience all of Him. Sure, you may hear a lot about Him in His Word, but your experience of Him is tied to your recognition that God is Adonai.
I’m not yet a huge fan of computers. I don’t use one. But I do have an iPad, so I’m aware that you need a password to access some things on your tablet, such as email.
Spiritually speaking, surrendering to God as Adonai is the password for the unveiling of Jehovah in your life. “Surrender” is the password that allows God to express, reveal, and manifest Himself in your life.
Jesus framed it this way: “Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?” (Luke 6:46). Acknowledging God and surrendering to Him as Adonai are two totally different things. Adonai comes with obedience. Adonai comes with sacrifice. Adonai comes with a heart that follows what God says and recognizes Him as the owner who calls the shots.
Running your life independently of God is like calling Him “Lord, Lord” but not doing what He says. The problem is, when you run your life, finances, and decisions independently of God, God can’t fulfill His full responsibility over you. He won’t force Himself on you. He lets you call the shots and live with the consequences.
Until we address the lordship (Adonai) issue in our lives, God’s revelation to us and His use of us will be limited. You won’t see Him take you to a deeper level because the only people He takes there are those who yield to Him as their owner.
God can do more with fewer people whom He owns than with many who merely recognize Him as Creator. As Gideon discovered, 300 plus Adonai is worth far more than 30,000 without Him. You plus Adonai is far greater than 100 of you without His ownership. Surrendering to God as Adonai means submitting your will to His will, your way to His way, and yourself to His self.
Compare this to a cowboy breaking a wild stallion. When the cowboy first tries to ride the stallion, the stallion makes it clear he doesn’t want anyone on its back. So the cowboy sets out to break the horse, to bring the horse underneath his submission. Time and time again, the stallion bucks the cowboy off to let him know it doesn’t want anyone on its back. Yet the cowboy keeps climbing back on until the horse finally discovers who is in charge. Eventually, the wild stallion becomes tame—and useful.
Many of us don’t experience the destiny God has for us because every time God tries to direct and guide us, we try to buck Him off. We kick our legs and tell Him, “I own my own life. I own my own destiny. I want to do my own thing.”
We may not use those words, but that’s our unspoken attitude. Yet God isn’t confused about who owns us. He keeps riding and riding until we eventually become broken enough to look up to Him and say, “Yes, Sir, Adonai, name the way.” What’s more, when we do this, we get to experience a deeper intimacy with our Savior than ever before, and we get to discover His plan and His purpose for our lives.



Jesus as Lord
God has appointed a regent—Jesus Christ, who has been elevated above all—to rule over history as Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36), as Adonai (Hebrew) and Kyrios (Greek). Believing in God isn’t enough to access the authority that comes through the lordship of Jesus Christ. Calling on God’s name isn’t enough either. Rather, your relationship with Jesus Christ determines what happens in history because He has been placed above all rule and authority, and by virtue of who He is, He demands ownership of your life. Jesus is seated at the right hand of God (Colossians 3:1), and you—as His follower—are seated with Him (Ephesians 2:6).
In the book of Romans, Paul writes about proclaiming Christ as Lord. These two verses have confused a lot of people over the years.
If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation (Romans 10:9-10).

Paul seems to give us two prerequisites for salvation—confessing with our mouths and believing in our hearts. This creates a theological issue. In every other New Testament passage that speaks of salvation, the only prerequisite is faith (John 3:16; 5:24; Acts 16:31; Romans 4:4-5). Are these Scriptures contradictory, or does Romans 10:9-10 refer to something else?
The answer is found in the context of Romans 10:9-10. By looking at Paul’s audience and the setting in which he made his statement, we see clearly that he’s not instructing sinners on how to become saints. His readers are already believers. Rather, he’s instructing saints on how to be delivered (saved). You must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ to go to heaven, but you must confess the Lord Jesus Christ to get heaven down to you on earth.
When you accept Jesus Christ as your personal Savior (that is, when you believe), His righteousness immediately becomes your righteousness. You are saved for eternity. Yet when you make a public confession of Jesus Christ as your Lord, you receive His deliverance in the here and now, in history. The word “saved” in this context means to be rescued or delivered.
A lot of people who are going to heaven aren’t seeing heaven join them in history because they have believed but have not confessed. They have declared in their own hearts whom they are trusting for their salvation. They have placed their faith in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of their sins. But they haven’t made an ongoing public confession or declaration (through word or deed) of Him as their Lord.
Throughout the New Testament, the disciples and the apostles regularly refer to themselves as slaves. The book of Romans opens with these words: “Paul, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ…”
“Bond-servant” is a translation of the Greek word doulos, which literally means “slave.” A slave is someone who has a master, or a lord. Believing in Jesus as your Savior takes you to heaven, but declaring and living for Him as your master and Lord brings heaven to you. When you acknowledge your rightful place underneath Jesus as His doulos, or slave, you get His delivering power on earth.
If you need to see more of God’s rescue and deliverance in your life, perhaps you have positioned Jesus as your Savior but not as your Lord. You are not His slave. Keep in mind that the job of a slave is to do whatever the master says to do. It’s as straightforward as that.
Unfortunately, today Jesus has to compete with too many other masters in most of our lives. But Jesus isn’t willing to be one among many. He isn’t willing to be part of your association or club. Neither is He willing to be relegated to the level of a personal assistant. “Jesus as Lord” means He is your supreme ruler and master. He calls the shots, and you acknowledge Him in everything you do. The problem is that too many people want a Savior but don’t want a Lord.
The word “confess” means to openly and publicly affirm and declare where you stand on an issue. Aligning yourself underneath Jesus Christ, the Adonai and Kyrios, includes publicly declaring and demonstrating your commitment to Him.
Jesus declares that your willingness to confess Him becomes the marker of your seriousness about Him. It’s much more than simply believing in God. In fact, Satan believes in God. Aligning yourself underneath the lordship of Christ—putting Him in first place in your life—involves displaying your association with Him in your words and actions.
The less you are a slave to Jesus Christ, the more bound you become to illegitimate strongholds. It’s actually through your surrender to Him that He gives you lasting freedom.
There’s nothing to fear in surrendering to God as your owner. Imagine Bill Gates saying to you, “If you let me own your finances, I’ll take care of you financially.” Would you feel afraid? It’s doubtful anyone would argue with that proposition.
After all, Bill Gates is a master at financial stewardship and prosperity. He could afford anything you wanted. Your knowledge of him would lead you to trust him to own that area of your life. Similarly, knowledge of God—through His names and His character—gives you the freedom to fully surrender to His care as your owner. He’s got you covered. He possesses all you need. He has your best interest at heart. He just wants you to confess Him as Adonai, as master and Lord.
Now, keep in mind you can’t just say, “Lord, Lord, Lord, Lord” as if it were a magic word. Confessing Adonai in your life requires actions that verify His ownership everywhere He leads and directs you.
God gave an instruction to each person we have considered in this chapter. Each one had to do something to demonstrate his trust in God and his surrender to Him as Adonai.
None of those things were all that comfortable either. Abraham wasn’t comfortable trusting God for a son at age 100. Moses wasn’t comfortable confronting Pharaoh. Gideon certainly wasn’t comfortable sending nearly all his soldiers away as he marched into battle. Yet despite their discomfort, they did what God said because they not only called Him Adonai but also surrendered to Him and to His will.
When you don’t surrender to Adonai, you surrender to chaos. That’s why so many problems appear in life. We seek our own way and our own will. Yet when we surrender to Adonai, we surrender to the fulfillment of our destiny. So throw up the white flag of surrender to the lordship of Jesus Christ, and you can begin to enjoy being owned by Him.



PART 2: THE COMPOUND NAMES OF GOD
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JEHOVAH JIREH
THE LORD OUR PROVIDER
When we want to get to know God, we usually want to get to know one of His character qualities. We want Him to tell us something about Himself.
Typically in Scripture, when God reveals Himself to someone, He ties the name Jehovah to another name that reveals something deeper about Him. I call these names compound connections. God uses them to unveil Himself personally, to give people a greater revelation of His character than even the personal name Jehovah connotes. God often does this when people are going through difficult situations and He wants to reveal Himself as their source of help.
The first compound connection we’ll look at is the name Jehovah Jireh, which means “the Lord will provide.” The book of Genesis provides the background for the revelation of this name.
Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell you” (Genesis 22:1-2).

The passage specifically tells us that God tested Abraham in the most devastating way. He asked Abraham to give Him the one thing Abraham loved the most—his son. Isaac was Abraham’s dream come true. He was the promised and long-awaited gift from God, and now God was asking for him back.
Keep in mind that Abraham not only loved Isaac, he needed him. God promised to make Abraham a “great nation,” and the fulfillment of that promise rested on this one and only son of Abraham and Sarah. If Isaac dies without having any children of his own, then Abraham—already advanced in years—no longer has a line through which God’s promise of a future nation can come.
God doesn’t seem to be making sense. His request of Abraham appears to contradict His promise.
If you read through the entire passage carefully, you won’t find any record of Abraham telling Sarah what God was asking him to do with Isaac, which makes perfect sense. Sarah no doubt would have assumed that Abraham had lost his mind, and she probably would have lost her temper as well. This is the young boy for whom she had waited more than 90 years, and Abraham (who is old enough to be senile) thinks God has told him to go to the mountain and kill the boy. That wouldn’t have flown very far in any home I know of, let alone the home of the long-awaited child of promise.
Abraham suddenly finds himself in a mess of contradictions. He’s in a theological contradiction because God’s instruction goes against the promise of a future nation and the mandate not to kill. He’s in an emotional contradiction as his faith now collides with his affections. He’s facing a social contradiction because he will never become a “great name” in his community if he kills his son. And he’s also in a relational contradiction because sacrificing Isaac would create great conflict in his marriage.
Abraham is up a creek without a paddle. He’s in a big-time trial.
Trials are adverse circumstances that God introduces or allows in order to identify where we are spiritually and to prepare us for where He wants us to go. If you’re alive, you cannot escape life’s trials. You are either in a trial now, you’ve just come out of a trial, or you are getting ready to go into a trial. Trials are unavoidable realities of life.
But even though we all experience them, we also should take comfort in knowing that trials must first pass through God’s hands before reaching us. Nothing comes our way without first having received His divine approval. And if He approves it, He must have a divine purpose for it.
Abraham’s trial was actually a test. God wanted to know just where Abraham’s heart and faith actually stood. No doubt if Abraham had been a football coach, he would have wanted to throw out a red flag on God.
If you aren’t familiar with the regulations of the NFL, when a head coach perceives that a referee has made a wrong call, he throws out a red flag. This signals that the referee needs to review the play. Sometimes—especially when we’re caught between a rock and a hard place—we want to throw out a red flag on God. We want to stop the game and call for a review because God appears to have made a wrong call. He must have missed something. He couldn’t have known what He was doing because if He did, He wouldn’t have called things that way.
I’m sure Abraham had his doubts about what kind of call God had just made. It appeared to favor the opposition in every way. Abraham, the patriarch of his family, was to guide, shepherd, and protect his loved ones. And now God Himself wanted him to do just the opposite. Perhaps Abraham wanted to yell, “God, You missed this one! You blew it. Pull up the replay screen, go under the hood, and review the play because You’re obviously wrong.”
Yet Abraham needed to remember that God does some of His best work in the dark. God is also often the nearest when He seems the farthest away. In this situation, only Abraham’s faith would carry him through. God was waiting to see just what Abraham was going to do.
What I Learned at the Diamond
Little did I know growing up in urban Baltimore that one of the defining moments in my life would take place during an unexpected trial. Mine took place on a football field called the Diamond, located just a few blocks from my home.
God works in unusual ways. On that day as I ran toward the end zone with the ball, a simple cross body block snapped my leg in two. (I still have the steel plate in my right leg from the surgery.) In that moment, as I lay on the field in excruciating pain, waiting for the ambulance, I knew that God was sovereign and that His will and His way are perfect even when He asks us to give up the thing we love the most.
I said, “God, You know I love football more than anything. But I’m going to thank You in the middle of this pain and loss. I know You have a plan for my life, and I give You my life to fulfill Your plan.” Not long after that, God sealed in me a commitment to full-time ministry, and there’s been no turning back.
Regardless of how painful it is to give up the thing you love the most, always know that God has a plan and a purpose in life’s trials. Because of that, we can thank Him in the middle of any crisis because we know His ways are perfect.
Everyone watching the football game that day saw a leg break. Yet for me, the trial unveiled the name of God—Jehovah Jireh—and the direction of my life. Unfortunately, we often miss the purpose of the test because we become so fixated on the circumstances or the stress.
Abraham was in the midst of a terrible test. He faced a choice between the blessing and the Blesser, and God wanted to see which one he would choose. Isaac had been Abraham’s blessing. But God wanted to know which meant more to him—God or Isaac, the giver of the blessing or the blessing itself. Sometimes we can fall so in love with a blessing that it trumps the one who blessed us.
If you have children or grandchildren, I can almost guarantee you’ve heard them ask, “How many days until Christmas?” For millions of people, Christmas Day is the pinnacle of celebration and gift giving. It’s celebrated in many cultures around the world, each one adding its own ethnic traditions, foods, and music.
And at the heart of it all should be the reminder that Jesus came to earth as God’s ultimate gift—our Redeemer and Savior. We have the opportunity to have a relationship with a perfect, loving Father who calls us His children. James 1:17 reminds us, “Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights.”
But we must remember something about God—a characteristic He shares with every parent. He doesn’t want us to love Him only for His gifts. He didn’t want Abraham to love him just because of Isaac.
Imagine your kids wanting to be with you only because they knew there would be a big payoff on Christmas Day. You probably wouldn’t like that. As a parent, you give to your children because you love them, not so they will love you back.
God is the same way. He loves us; therefore, He gives us good gifts. But He wants us to love Him apart from His gifts. God is not a genie or cosmic bellhop. No, God loves giving from His hand as long as He knows we are really after His heart.
That’s exactly what He wanted to know about Abraham. He wanted to know if Abraham would let go of his most valued possession and simply worship God even when it hurt.
Which is exactly what Abraham did.
So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him and Isaac his son; and he split wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. On the third day Abraham raised his eyes and saw the place from a distance (Genesis 22:3-4).

Three days is quite a long drive to church, by the way. But Abraham did it. The passage tells us he didn’t even hesitate. “Abraham rose early…and went to the place of which God had told him.”
In fact, notice all these verbs: “rose,” “saddled,” “took,” “split,” “arose,” and “went.” They all indicate an immediate response. But also notice what verse 3 doesn’t say. It doesn’t tell us that Abraham tried to bargain with God. It doesn’t say Abraham asked God why. It doesn’t say Abraham snuck a lamb in his backpack just in case. It doesn’t give us a synopsis of a debate between Abraham and God. No, it just says Abraham got up, got going, and got to doing what God had asked him to do.
Where did Abraham find the faith and strength to follow God so quickly on such a seemingly absurd request? We find the answer to that question in the next verse and again in Hebrews 11.
Once he got to the mountain, he told the two young men who were helping him carry things, “Stay here with the donkey, and I and the lad will go over there; and we will worship and return to you” (verse 5).
Notice—he expects that both he and Isaac will return. More revealing still is what the book of Hebrews says about his thinking.
By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was offering up his only begotten son; it was he to whom it was said, “In Isaac your descendants shall be called.” He considered that God is able to raise people even from the dead, from which he also received him back as a type (Hebrews 11:17-19).

Abraham knew that the request to kill Isaac seemed ridiculous and that everything was against him from a human perspective. He also knew that others might think God didn’t know what He was talking about. Yet in the midst of his confusion and pain, he went to worship. He went to church. He trusted that even if he went through with God’s call to sacrifice Isaac, God—who had produced life through two aged and worn-out bodies—could no doubt resurrect Isaac from the dead.
Of course, Abraham had never witnessed a physical resurrection, but he had witnessed a miracle—the supernatural conception and birth of Isaac. It may have been a different problem this time for Abraham, but he knew it was the same God.
In fact, sometimes God will allow you to experience larger problems in life because He wants to unveil a larger portion of Himself to you. People who want to give up on God simply because life’s scenarios don’t make sense could very well be walking away from a new manifestation of God and His name in their lives.



Isaac on the Altar
God put Abraham in a situation that only God could fix. Abraham couldn’t deduce his way out of this one. He couldn’t strategize his way out. He couldn’t leverage his way out. Sometimes God allows you to be in a situation that only He can solve so you can recognize that He is the one who solved it. This is exactly what He did with Abraham.
Abraham and Isaac started to walk to the place on the mountain where God had said to go. Abraham had taken the wood and necessary items for constructing an altar for a burnt offering and placed them on Isaac to carry. Then Isaac asked, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” (Genesis 22:7).
Abraham replied in faith: “God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son” (verse 8). After this, the plot thickens.
Then they came to the place of which God had told him; and Abraham built the altar there and arranged the wood, and bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Do not stretch out your hand against the lad, and do nothing to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me” (verses 9-12).

How I would love to have been a bug in the sand just to get a sense of how Isaac must have felt while his father tied him up and laid him on top of the wood. I would love to have seen the expression on Abraham’s face. Can’t you hear the labored breathing and deep sighs, not only because of the long walk up the mountain but also because of his utter confusion?
And now we come upon yet another apparent contradiction. God Almighty, the omniscient one who knows the end from the beginning, the Creator of the universe, says, “Now I know that you fear God.” Didn’t God know that already, before Abraham lifted the knife or even before Abraham woke up three days earlier and started out on his journey? Didn’t God know?
Yes, He did. But in this passage we get a glimpse into God that’s rarely shown elsewhere. God knows all information that can be known. In other words, God knows what was, what is, and what will be. No one can bring up a topic anywhere that God doesn’t already fully know about. No data or knowledge of things past, present, or future will catch God unaware. Yet God hasn’t necessarily experienced all that He knows.
For example, if I were to say, “God, tell me what it feels like to commit a sin,” He couldn’t answer that question because He’s never done it. Yes, He bore our sin, but He has never committed a sin Himself.
A woman can hear the words “I love you” from her husband, but that’s different from experiencing the full meaning of those words. She may already know the words are true, but the experience brings the words alive.
David reflected about God’s omniscience.
O LORD, You have searched me and known me. You know when I sit down and when I rise up; You understand my thought from afar. You scrutinize my path and my lying down, and are intimately acquainted with all my ways. Even before there is a word on my tongue, behold, O LORD, You know it all (Psalm 139:1-4).

The psalm goes on to talk more about not only God’s omniscience but also His omnipresence.
In the New Testament, we find Jesus saying, “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles had occurred in Tyre and Sidon which occurred in you, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes” (Matthew 11:21). In those words, Jesus was letting them know what could have been had those cities repented.
Yet while God knows everything actual and potential, God doesn’t necessarily know everything experientially. So when the angel of the Lord says to Abraham, “Now I know…” He’s not talking about informational knowledge. He is saying to Abraham, “Now I have experienced that you fear Me.”
God isn’t only a God of knowledge—He’s also a God of experience. He enters into our emotions. Why does He seat Himself on the praises of His people, as we read in the book of Psalms? Why doesn’t He just sit back, relax, and say, “I know what praise is. All of the information on praise is available to Me. In fact, I know who is going to praise Me, who is praising Me now, and who has praised Me in the past—and what’s more, I know who means it. I don’t need anyone to praise Me because I already know everything there is to know about praise.”
Yet the Bible tells us that God is enthroned on the praises offered to Him (Psalm 22:3). To be enthroned on something is to be in the midst of it, a participant in it. Something about us praising God brings Him pleasure. He purposefully and willingly participates in the experience.
Why did God become a man? Not only to redeem us from suffering eternal punishment and separation from Him, but also to participate in the human experience. He is now able to sympathize with us because Jesus Christ became a man. The writer of Hebrews tells us, “For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). Jesus can sympathize with us because He has gone through everything a person can go through except for sin.
So when the angel of the Lord says, “Now I know that you fear God,” it’s not because He lacked any intellectual information, but because He has now experienced the event. He has participated in it.
God enters into that moment in time when He experiences and feels the love that we sing, speak, and think about. And when He does, He unveils His character at a deeper level and reveals His name.
Then Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him a ram caught in the thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram and offered him up for a burnt offering in the place of his son. Abraham called the name of that place The LORD Will Provide, as it is said to this day, “In the mount of the LORD it will be provided” (Genesis 22:13-14).

Abraham didn’t hear the ram trying to get out of the thicket until he finished obeying God’s command. In fact, while Abraham was going through his trial and climbing up the mountain on one side, God had Abraham’s solution (the ram) coming up the mountain on the other side. And He was going to make a match at precisely the right time.
This same principle can apply to you and me. Often the answer to the trial we’re facing is sitting right next to us, but we will never know it until God is ready to reveal it.
As a result of God’s providential provision, Abraham named the place Jehovah Jireh—The Lord Will Provide. He discovered something about Jehovah on that day that would change his life forever. If you will also discover it and believe this truth, you will never look at your circumstances the same way again.
But we can easily miss the key to Abraham’s provision. Scripture tells us, “Abraham raised his eyes.” Jesus tells us in the New Testament, “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad” (John 8:56). Abraham was able to keep going until the provision came because he saw Jesus’s day—he was able to look spiritually at the Lord in spite of the physical trial he was going through. Because of what Abraham saw, he was able to continue with his radical obedience.
The root word for the name Jireh literally means “to see.” Yet when put together, the compound connection means “to provide.” Knowing that what he saw in the spiritual realm affected his actions in the physical realm, Abraham recognized the power of sight in calling this place Jehovah Jireh. Somewhere in the combination of those two names is a relationship between God seeing and God providing.
When we look at another form of the word “provide”—“provision”—we can see this link more clearly. To have vision is to see. “Provision” means that something was seen beforehand and thus provided for. The root “vision” ties the provision to what was seen. God’s provision for Abraham was based on His vision of what Abraham did. God’s vision led to His provision.
So the question is, what must God see so that He might provide for you when you’re caught in a contradiction of life? He needs to see the same things He saw in Abraham, which are found in the words we looked at earlier: “rose,” “saddled, “took,” “split,” “arose,” and “went.” Abraham didn’t delay his obedience. He did what God asked him to do even though he didn’t know how God was going to work it out.
Delayed obedience is disobedience. Partial obedience is complete disobedience. In other words, if Abraham had only gone halfway on the trip, he wouldn’t have finished the journey. He never would have experienced and known Jehovah Jireh.
We all have our own Isaac. It’s that thing you want more than life itself. Your Isaac is that thing you least want to release. The thing you’re holding on to the tightest. Friend, are you willing to trust God completely with your own Isaac?
When God saw that He mattered more to Abraham than Isaac did, God intervened and provided for Abraham so that he could keep Isaac. Loving God means acting on what God says—it’s not just about singing songs, praying prayers, or hearing sermons. Many of us don’t know God as Jehovah Jireh because God is still waiting for us to act on what He said even though we may not understand how it’s going to work out.
Whatever it is that you’re holding on to so tightly—whether it’s your career, family, marriage, health, finances, search for a mate—you have to let that go in order to experience Jehovah Jireh. You need to do what God has instructed you to do about it, even if it doesn’t make sense, simply because He has your best interest at heart. And you will see Him provide for you when He sees you put Him above all else.
In fact, when Abraham received Isaac back, he received even more.
Then the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, “By Myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this thing and have not withheld your son, your only son, indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies. In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice” (Genesis 22:15-18).

Isaac was just the beginning of a mammoth blessing from God for Abraham. God said because of what He saw, He was now getting ready to open up the windows of heaven and shower Abraham with blessings that would last for generations!
Abraham could have decided to keep Isaac from the start and then perhaps could have lost him some other way—and lost out on everything else as a result. Yet because he was willing to let go of the person who mattered the most to him, he was able to keep Isaac after all and also receive so much more.
God longs to be Jehovah Jireh to you today. But He wants to know and experience that you’re willing to obey Him, to seek Him, and not to place anything above Him as more important in your life. When He sees you honor Him the way Abraham did, you will discover the power of Jehovah Jireh in your life.
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JEHOVAH TSABA
THE LORD OUR WARRIOR
Sometimes things happen in our lives that we can’t explain. We didn’t intend for them to happen, and we know they didn’t come from us. Rather, they reveal the timelessness of our Creator. God isn’t bound by time. He doesn’t think in terms of yesterday or tomorrow. He guides, leads, and prompts us according to His knowledge. And sometimes He does this in a way that allows us just a glimpse into what it would be like to live without the boundaries of time, just as He does.
One of those small glimpses occurred just a day before my fifty-first birthday and just two days before our country experienced the worst national threat we’ve known in decades. But before I get to that glimpse, let me tell you what led up to it.
Every August, for as long as I’ve been a pastor, Lois and I have spent the entire month together. I leave work, schedules, the phone, and the hectic pace of ministry to focus directly on my family. When the kids were younger, we took road trips to visit relatives, saw places like the Grand Canyon, or just hung out at the lake.
Family time has always been a high priority in the Evans home. For decades, we have gathered on the first Sunday of every month, enjoying each other’s company, talking, and eating. Because my work frequently required travel while the kids were still in school, I made it a priority to do the best I could to be there for them whether they were cheering at a game, playing in a game, or needing help on a special project. I didn’t want my family just to hear they were of utmost value to me—I wanted them to know and experience it.
Family time always has been an essential element in our lives throughout the year. I knew the toll many ministry families face due to a pastor not having normal work hours and being pulled in so many directions. I initiated our monthly August family vacation because of this concern. It didn’t have to be fancy or expensive. But it was time set aside when we could simply be together wherever or however we chose to.
I would also always use some of that time to read, pray, and prepare for my upcoming sermon series. But every year when I returned from our family time together, I never jumped right into that series. It always took me a few days to transition back into the hectic schedule, so I gave myself time to acclimate. I would come back and preach a message on a topic that God had put on my heart (but that wasn’t part of the series) just to give myself some time to get back into the groove of church life.
But the year I turned 51, I did something unusual. It may not be unusual for most people, but it was unusual for me. Rather than spend my second Sunday back in the pulpit by beginning the fall sermon series as I normally did, I broke with my tradition and extended the message I had taught the week before. I’m not someone who easily breaks with tradition, yet something inside of me just wouldn’t let me move on. The first Sunday in September, I had preached a message on how to face a crisis in your life, and something gave me a sense we needed to look at this for another week. I don’t know if it was the people’s response to the message or something in me that just didn’t feel it was complete, but I didn’t move on to the series.
On this second Sunday back in the pulpit, I spoke once again about how to handle a crisis. This time, I spoke on the passage that we’re going to dig into together in this chapter. I introduced it by talking about our fears and how they sometimes look like giants. I mentioned the elementary-school bully who tried to beat me up to get my lunch money and how he looked like a 20-year-old sixth grader—twice my size. But then I also mentioned something else: “Getting on an airplane could be a giant in your life because you shake at the fear of flying.” And that was it. Not that profound at the time. Next, I went on to talk about other issues we face in our daily lives and how they are like giants.
But what struck me as odd sometime later is that I chose that one thing to say—that I chose to use an airplane as the one illustration of fear—especially since I’ve logged enough miles in my lifetime to fly around the world a few times like Superman. I’m definitely not afraid of flying, yet I still chose those specific words. That was an illustration I don’t normally use with regard to fear.
The next day I turned 51. It was a good day—an enjoyable day.
But the day after that, our nation experienced one of the worst days in its history. Two airplanes crashed into the Twin Towers. Another one went down in a field. Another one flew into the Pentagon.
“Getting on an airplane could be a giant…”
Since that day, the giant of terrorism has taunted the best and most elite of our trained military personnel. It battles according to a different set of rules. It doesn’t discriminate. Its victims cross age, racial, economic, and gender lines. It’s a brutal giant that would rule through fear and intimidation, destroying anyone in its way.
A lot changed after our nation met this giant. The fabric of our land experienced a tear. We’re still in the process of courageously rebuilding and restoring what was lost while continuing to defend what remains, and many of us have a lingering tendency to look over our shoulders. Or maybe we are reluctant to get on a plane. A giant isn’t easy to forget or to take down.
Our next name of God is found in a story about one of the most infamous giants in history—Goliath. But before we get to God’s name, let’s rehearse the details of this story because it highlights the power of God that is released when we know His name.



The Anatomy of a Giant
Have you ever watched a battle on the History Channel or in a movie where the two opposing groups decide to fight it out by way of representation? Neither group wants to expose itself to the risk of a high number of casualties, so each group appoints a representative to battle it out against the other. Whoever wins that battle imputes his victory to his entire army. Likewise, whoever loses that battle imputes his defeat to the rest of his forces.
Biblically speaking, representation can best be understood by looking at Adam. Adam was our first representative, and sin entered the world through him. But Christ is our last representative, and those who believe in Him are made righteous because He died on the cross for our sins. Representation is simply one person fighting for, speaking on behalf of, or representing many others. The one representative’s actions are imputed to the many.
In 1 Samuel, we come across possibly the most famous representative battle in history. Christians and non-Christians alike refer to the lead characters in this war as celebrities. On one side stands a warrior, more creature than man, whose name terrified his foes. Towering at nine feet nine inches tall, this mammoth specimen was Goliath from Gath. I’m sure he drooled when he spoke.
On the other side of the battle stands a boy without armor who, if he stood up straight, reached just high enough to stare right into Goliath’s midsection. Barely. Which, as we will see later, was actually a good thing.
Goliath was more than just big. He hailed from a group of people who traced their roots from beyond this planet. We’re first introduced to them in the book of Genesis: “The sons of God came in to the daughters of men, and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown” (Genesis 6:4). Theirs is an epic story rivaling any award-winning blockbuster of our day. They were a mixed breed of fallen angels called the Nephilim, or giants, and though most were annihilated at the flood, remnants could be found afterward.
 “There was war at Gath again, where there was a man of great stature who had six fingers on each hand and six toes on each foot, twenty-four in number; and he also had been born to the giant” (2 Samuel 21:20).
 “Only Og king of Bashan was left of the remnant of the Rephaim [giants]. Behold, his bedstead was an iron bedstead; it is in Rabbah of the sons of Ammon. Its length was nine cubits and its width four cubits” (Deuteronomy 3:11).
 “All the people whom we saw in it are men of great size. There also we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak are part of the Nephilim); and we became like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight” (Numbers 13:32-33).
Goliath came from this rare species, one of a dying breed of giants whose reputation was enough to keep an enemy at bay. Goliath’s looming presence dominated the landscape. His footsteps beat the ground. Draped over his supersized frame was “scale-armor which weighed five thousand shekels of bronze” (1 Samuel 17:5). The armor alone probably weighed more than David himself. One hundred and seventy-five pounds of armor made Goliath seem impenetrable. And that was only for his upper body!
He also had bronze greaves on his legs and a bronze javelin slung between his shoulders. The shaft of his spear was like a weaver’s beam, and the head of his spear weighed six hundred shekels of iron; his shield-carrier also walked before him (verses 6-7).

No doubt about it, Goliath was bad. And I don’t mean that in a good way. He was big, dangerous, and daunting.
This battle takes place between the Israelites and the Philistines. These two nations weren’t competing for a medal or a title. They were competing for land, servants, and the well-being and survival of their people. Theirs was a fight for freedom. Thousands of soldiers lined up on each side. We read in 1 Samuel 17:3, “The Philistines stood on the mountain on one side while Israel stood on the mountain on the other side, with the valley between them.”
The armies glared at each other from a distance until one man, Goliath—whom we specifically read is a “champion”—came forward from the ranks of the Philistines and offered a challenge.
Why do you come out to draw up in battle array? Am I not the Philistine and you servants of Saul? Choose a man for yourselves and let him come down to me. If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will become your servants; but if I prevail against him and kill him, then you shall become our servants and serve us (verses 8-9).

The challenge had been issued, and it was a game-changer.
The Israelites had stood for days in front of a mass of Philistines. They had already faced a myriad of threats, problems, difficulties, and opposition, but all of that only got worse when one giant stepped forward. He was only one giant, but one giant is one giant too many.
Most of us can handle the regular problems and normal challenges in life. We don’t like them, but when they loom in the distance, we manage to keep going. Yet when that one giant shows up in your life—that changes everything.
Nothing is said about the Israelites fearing the Philistines or worrying about this battle—that is, not until the giant showed up. But then…“When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid” (verse 11).
This unexpected twist of events left the Israelites at a clear disadvantage. They didn’t have any giants on their side. They were overpowered and quickly became the undisputed underdogs in this battle.
You know you’re in a giant-sized battle not only by its massive size but also by the effect it has on you. The Israelites were afraid. And because of their fear, they became paralyzed. They couldn’t move. They had no one to send against this monster, so they did nothing at all.
Has the fear of a giant ever gripped you to such a degree that it prevented you from moving forward? Maybe you’ve experienced this before on your job, in your home, with your health…Whatever it is, the giant calls the shots, dictating your emotions and your actions (or lack of actions). The giant sets the agenda, it hoards the ball, it won’t go away…just like Goliath of Gath.
Day after day Goliath taunted the Israelite army. Night after night the Israelites lay awake in fear, knowing they had no legitimate contender to go up against this ogre of a man. His taunt was relentless: “The Philistine came forward morning and evening for forty days and took his stand” (verse 16).
The Attitude Toward the Giant
But then David showed up. His father sent him to take roasted grain, bread, and cheese to his brothers at the front lines, so David left his flock of sheep in the care of another and headed to the valley of Elah.
This wasn’t the first time David had been at the battle site. He had gone “back and forth from Saul to tend his father’s flock at Bethlehem” (verse 15). But this was the first time we read what David had to say. The Israelites had said, “The king will enrich the man who kills [Goliath] with great riches and will give him his daughter and make his father’s house free in Israel” (verse 25). Not a bad day at the office. To be given the king’s daughter meant that the man would be marrying into royalty. David’s reply to the men of Israel revealed that his perspective on the giant wasn’t quite like everyone else’s.
Keep in mind that perspective is never just what you see. Perspective is how you view what you see. Perspective is a key to knowing and applying the character of God’s names in order to live the abundant life.
The Israelites saw the same giant David saw; they just didn’t see him the same way. The Israelites looked at his size, strength, and armor. David looked straight ahead, zeroing in on a very critical reality: Goliath had not been circumcised. David said, “What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should taunt the armies of the living God?” (verse 26).
Everyone else had seen how large the giant loomed, but because David knew God and the power of His name, He had a different perspective than everyone else did. David saw something much more important than what everyone else saw—he saw that the giant hadn’t been to the doctor. No circumcision could only mean one thing—no supernatural covering. The rite of circumcision ratified the covenant between God and His people. All males in Israel were circumcised on the eighth day to signify that they belonged to this covenant and to position themselves underneath its provision, power, and covering.
To be circumcised meant that you belonged to the family of God. To be uncircumcised meant that the power of God’s name was not on your side because there was no divine covering. You were a pagan. Now, you may have been a big and intimidating pagan, but you were still just a pagan. It was as simple or as difficult as that. It’s simple because it’s obvious. But it’s also difficult because so many men in the Israelite army missed it. They looked up at the towering brute standing before them and cowered in fear. David didn’t look up. He looked straight ahead and said, “I’ve got it because God’s got it. That man has not been cut.”
The Israelites were rife with fear, and many of us today crumble in the shadow of a giant for the same reason—we look at the wrong thing. We look at Goliath’s size without evaluating his status. When we do that, we allow the size of the giant to eclipse the size of God. And that’s how we lose our battle. Something small can easily eclipse something larger. The sun is staggering in size, but if you put a quarter between your eye and the sun, that tiny quarter can block out the enormous sun.
The men saw Goliath. David saw God. Those are two totally different things. To put it another way, David saw the spiritual reality behind the physical problem. All the Israelites saw is what they saw. Sometimes God will allow you to experience a bigger-than-life Goliath so that you will experience a bigger-than-Goliath God. But you will never get to experience the bigger-than-Goliath God if your eyes are focused on the bigger-than-life Goliath.
Giants rule many of our hearts and our homes today because we’ve lost the ability to look beyond what we see in order to view the spiritual reality surrounding it. If we miss seeing the uncircumcision because we are looking at the height, we will continue to be overrun and intimidated by the giants in our lives.
Perspective is everything. Paul tells us in his letter to the church at Ephesus that our perspective on the ultimate reality ought to come from another location. He writes that God has “raised us up with [Christ], and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:6).
The term “heavenly places” refers to the spiritual realm. We are located in two places at once. We exist physically here on earth, and we are also seated with Christ in heaven. Through His death and resurrection, Jesus Christ has given us a seat in another location. But the enemy tries to get us to forget our heavenly location. If we let him do that, we limit our perspective to what we can see physically.
It’s all about perspective.
When my oldest granddaughter, Kariss, was a little girl, she was at our house a lot. She called me Poppy, and even though she’s in college now, she is still Poppy’s girl. One day when Kariss was younger, she went outside to play, and suddenly I heard her screaming at the top of her lungs, frantic with fear. Immediately I rushed outside to see what was wrong. One of the neighbor’s dogs was barking at her, and Kariss was paralyzed in fear.
I instantly scooped Kariss up into my arms and held her. Soon her screaming turned to sobs, but then she did something I’ll never forget. She looked at me, and then she looked at the dog way down below her. She looked at me again, and then she looked at the dog again. Then she smiled. Her fear was gone. The dog hadn’t changed, its bark hadn’t changed, and its size hadn’t changed. Her perspective had changed. Kariss was now situated high above the dog barking up at her.
Friend, you need to know where you’re seated in order to access the power of God’s names. You’re seated with Christ in the heavenly realm. That reality ought to change the way you view the Goliaths in your life. Goliath isn’t so big when you have to look all the way down from heaven just to get a glimpse of him. You can save a lot of time and energy dealing with the giants you face by learning how to view things from your actual location and not simply your physical location.
Do you know where David got his confidence to defeat this giant of a man? David got it from what he saw, and he was able to see what he saw because he knew the power of God’s name.



How to Approach a Giant
How do you approach a Goliath-sized problem? I’ll tell you one way not to approach your giants, and that’s with someone else’s anointing—which is exactly what almost happened to David. After some of the men heard what David was saying about Goliath, they told Saul. Saul then summoned David to his presence and questioned him. “You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for you are but a youth while he has been a warrior from his youth” (1 Samuel 17:33). But David quickly told Saul he had killed both a lion and a bear, and once again he pointed out, “This uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, since he has taunted the armies of the living God” (verse 36).
“Then Saul clothed David with his garments and put a bronze helmet on his head, and he clothed him with armor” (verse 38). But David nearly fell down. He could barely walk because he hadn’t tested the armor Saul had put on him. So young David made a manly decision—he took off the armor someone else gave him and chose to fight the giant in his own anointing instead. He chose to fight his own battle with the tools he had.
You can’t expect to win your battle in someone else’s armor. But many people try. Not only that, you can’t let someone else force his armor on you. Just because it worked for him doesn’t mean that’s the way God is going to work it out for you. A kingdom life is not a cookie-cutter life. God has a unique way He wants to take you to your destination. Never fall into the trap of wearing Saul’s armor. Instead, clothe yourself in the power of God’s names.
To position yourself so you can invoke the authority of the name of God involves not only your perspective—the view from your seat in God’s kingdom on high—but also the courage to recognize and use the strengths God has given you. Resist the temptation to copy someone else.
When David approached Goliath, he did it with what he knew. He did it with what he had.
He took his stick in his hand and chose for himself five smooth stones from the brook, and put them in the shepherd’s bag which he had, even in his pouch, and his sling was in his hand; and he approached the Philistine (verse 40).

David faced the challenge with what he had, confident in his victory because of what he knew—this giant wasn’t covered by the covenant.
David also approached the giant. Do you remember what the Israelites did each day when Goliath came to taunt them? They went in the other direction—they went on the defense. But a powerful Christian doesn’t score playing defense. It’s difficult to score playing defense. A child of the King conquers his giants when he goes on the offense—which is exactly what David did.
Goliath responded to David’s advance with his own disdain.
When the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him; for he was but a youth, and ruddy, with a handsome appearance. The Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods (verses 42-43).

Goliath took one look at David and thought the whole thing must be a joke—not even worth his time. In response, he started cursing David by the Philistine gods. Yet David didn’t get all shook up. Rather, his reply was epic. You can almost hear the music building in the background and see the passion etched on David’s face as he gives one of the greatest battle speeches in history and introduces us to this uniquely powerful name of God.
You come to me with a sword, a spear, and a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts [Jehovah Tsaba], the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have taunted. This day the LORD will deliver you up into my hands, and I will strike you down and remove your head from you. And I will give the dead bodies of the army of the Philistines this day to the birds of the sky and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, and that all this assembly may know that the LORD does not deliver by sword or by spear; for the battle is the LORD’s and He will give you into our hands (verses 45-47).

David didn’t approach Goliath with the latest technology or the newest weaponry. David didn’t even mention that he would use his slingshot to take Goliath down. Instead, David said he came “in the name of the LORD of hosts.” God’s name was enough for David to win this war because David knew God’s name was more than simply a name—it was a gateway to His power.
A while back I went to the airport to pick up my son Anthony. (Anthony is my oldest son, so he was given my name.) I noticed that Anthony was the third one to get off the plane, but as we were walking together to the baggage area, it dawned on me that he shouldn’t have been that close to the front of the line. He certainly didn’t have the money to buy a first-class ticket, and he didn’t have the miles to bump up to first class. So I immediately stopped walking, turned to Anthony, and said, “Oh no you didn’t!” Anthony started laughing because he knew I had figured out exactly what he had done.
My speaking schedule has made me a frequent flyer, and with that comes certain benefits and privileges, one of which is flying in first class if a seat is available even though I didn’t purchase a first-class ticket. So since Anthony had my name, he decided to use it to help himself to my first-class privilege.
Friend, the names of God come with certain benefits and privileges. Use them. He has issued you the authority to use them in line with His will. He has powerful names, uniquely crafted for your situations. His names can get you into places you never could have entered on your own. And they can give you the power to defeat the Goliaths in your life.
By advancing in God’s name, David positioned himself to defeat someone who everyone thought was undefeatable. By advancing in God’s name, David essentially handed off the ball.
When a quarterback receives the hike from the center, the defensive tackles rush him. A linebacker or a defensive back might blitz him. The opposing team makes every effort to tackle him because he has the ball. But the moment the quarterback hands off the ball to a running back or passes it to a receiver, a shift occurs in the pursuit. The defensive team no longer goes after the quarterback. They go after the man with the ball.
When David approached Goliath in the full power of God’s name, he handed off the ball. He said, “I come to you in the name of Jehovah Tsaba.” The name Tsaba essentially means “army, or host.” David knew that because God was the Lord of the army and the Creator over all, the victory was His. People can fight the Lord in battle; they just can’t win.
David recognized God’s supremacy in the situation rather than trying to handle it himself. He gave the battle over to God. That doesn’t mean David sat down and did nothing. Rather, he did all that he could, but he did it with one truth in mind—God would give Goliath into his hands. David knew this not because Goliath was taunting David but because Goliath was taunting God. Goliath was taunting God’s people, which is something that doesn’t sit too well with the King. David saw the physical battle on earth as a reflection of the spiritual battle in heaven.
What to Do When You Kill a Giant
Many of us are like the Israelites, wrestling with the wrong question. We’re so busy trying to figure out how we’re supposed to conquer the giants in our lives, we don’t ask ourselves the most important question: What does God say about this?
When you’re wondering how to overcome the situation you’re in or the opposition you face—including internal opposition, such as addiction, fear, or low self-esteem—you’re thinking the battle is yours. And in that case, you’re not likely to succeed, for “our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12). And no offense, but you’re not smart enough, clever enough, or strong enough to beat an enemy from another realm. The battle belongs to Jehovah Tsaba.
Goliath was no ordinary foe. He was a giant with a genealogy that reached way back in time. David could never have beaten Goliath on his own. No man could have done that.
Many of the struggles and challenges you face simply stem from living in a fallen world. But others are strategies set in motion by Satan to trip you up, defeat you, and keep you from reaching the place where God would have you to go. Accept it—Satan has your game film. He has studied you. He knows your weaknesses. He knows just what to do to get you to go where you never would think of going and do what you never would dream of doing. He knows how to paralyze you in fear or get you sidetracked on seemingly good things in order to keep you from what is best—the destiny and victory for which you have been created.
David killed Goliath because he knew the battle wasn’t his own. He saw that Goliath had not been circumcised and therefore wasn’t covered by Israel’s covenant with Jehovah Tsaba. Not only that, but he saw that this uncircumcised giant was taunting the armies of the living God. Once David saw the spiritual core of the physical crisis, he could rest on God’s willingness to fight and His ability to win. He knew the hosts of heaven would fight beside him and for him.
David’s rest and confidence in God didn’t just send him to a prayer tent to hang out and wait it out. Prayer is essential, but rarely is it the only thing God asks you to do. David’s rest and confidence led him to a brook, where he grabbed five stones. And then…
David put his hand into his bag and took from it a stone and slung it, and struck the Philistine on his forehead. And the stone sank into his forehead, so that he fell on his face to the ground. Thus David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, and he struck the Philistine and killed him; but there was no sword in David’s hand (1 Samuel 17:49-50).

David prevailed with a sling and a stone. The passage specifically points out that he didn’t even have a sword in his hand. God wants us to know this was a divinely orchestrated victory. God didn’t want David to use the armor because David would have gotten some of the credit.
Some of the most incredible things God will ever do in your life will occur when you think you have nothing. You think you’re not positioned to move forward, make that change, advance in your destiny, defeat your giant…but that’s precisely when God is most likely to show up. When He wins your battle, you know who did it. You know who ought to get the glory. And when the next giant shows up, you know who is going to defeat him too—Jehovah Tsaba.
After David killed Goliath, he put him on display. “Then David took the Philistine’s head and brought it to Jerusalem, but he put his weapons in his tent” (verse 54). David made a trophy case. When you go to a lodge in the mountains, you might see where hunters display the heads of the animals they’ve killed. In the same way, David wanted to make sure that everyone saw Goliath of Gath. And why would that be important to David? Because Goliath wasn’t the only giant in the land. One giant had been taken down, but that didn’t mean there wasn’t another one lurking around the corner.
The passage also tells us that David put the weapons in his own tent. He took the trophy to church to let the people know that Jehovah Tsaba is able to gain the victory and that they shouldn’t fear when the next giant appears. But he took the sword to his house to remind himself of what God can do in a situation that looks unconquerable to everyone else. God gives us things to share with others, but He also gives us victories that are just for us to remember. They remind us what to do when the next giant shows up.
Getting Back What the Enemy Has Stolen
David chose to position himself in God’s name, so he was able to take down the giant. He positioned himself in the power of God’s name because he viewed the situation from God’s perspective and not man’s. He had a heavenly mindset in a worldly crisis, giving him the faith to defend the Israelites from the Philistines and enable his people to grow as a nation.
Immediately following David’s victory, we read that the Philistines became the ones playing defense.
When the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they fled. The men of Israel and Judah arose and shouted and pursued the Philistines as far as the valley, and to the gates of Ekron. And the slain Philistines lay along the way to Shaaraim, even to Gath and Ekron. The sons of Israel returned from chasing the Philistines and plundered their camps (verses 51-53).

To plunder a camp is to take the spoils from the enemy’s territory. When an army plundered a camp, they took weaponry, armor, food, and anything of monetary value. They also reclaimed items that had been previously plundered from their own camp in earlier battles. The army essentially got back what the enemy had stolen. With these additional items, the Israelite army was better equipped to face the Philistines or any other enemy.
When God secures your victory in His name, have confidence that His name also has the power to give you back what “the swarming locust has eaten” (Joel 2:25).
God’s name covers all: past, present, and future. But it especially covers the giants that taunt you in your life. Trust Jehovah Tsaba. He’s got you covered.
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JEHOVAH SHALOM
THE LORD IS PEACE
Turmoil.
It’s a word that accurately describes our present day. Another tragic school shooting, a bombing at a public event like the Boston Marathon, or any number of other tragic occurrences…we can’t seem to get through a week without hearing new reports of devastation and carnage somewhere.
Our world is rife with war, terrorism, and crime. Closer to home, we often see conflict in our own churches through socioeconomic, denominational, or racial divides. Sometimes turmoil appears in our work situations simply because we get overwhelmed trying to meet the needs and demands of so many people with so many expectations.
Our homes are also full of turmoil, as evidenced by the divorce rate. Many couples today seem to be married by the secretary of defense rather than the justice of the peace, creating a battleground where arguments, misunderstandings, neglect, and even physical and emotional abuse take place.
Yet the worst turmoil of all often takes place in one’s own soul. This happens when you can’t seem to live with yourself, when your own pain, anxiety, depression, and regret eat you up, leaving you with an unsettled ache. You are at war within.
Whether it’s in the heart, the home, the church, or the broader society, turmoil rules today. It threatens the structures of normalcy, burdening our emotions, our finances, or our ability to cope with the pressure.
Some people don’t use the word “turmoil” these days. They just say “drama.” We live in a world of unending drama. Our lives are full of drama—our own or other people’s. We don’t desire this drama, but once it’s here, we’re not quite sure how to get rid of it. Things seem to have gotten so bad for so many people that clinical depression and other emotional disorders are on the rise as people search for escape—some way to numb the pain, remove the anguish, and discover some momentary peace.
Even though we experience turmoil on so many levels in our contemporary world, turmoil itself is nothing new. The search for peace and tranquility spans ages and cultures.
God’s name that we are going to get to know in this chapter speaks directly to our need for calm, security, and stability. It is the name Jehovah Shalom, which means “the Lord is peace.”



Chaos or Peace
Many places in Scripture could serve as the backdrop for our understanding of God as the Lord of peace, but I want to look at the only place that the name Jehovah Shalom actually appears. It’s found in the book of Judges.
Understanding the context of Judges will help us comprehend the meaning of this name. The previous book, Joshua, tells the story of Joshua leading the Israelites into the Promised Land.
Even in the land of promise, the people experienced drama. They had been delivered into their destiny, yet they continued to face chaos. Evidently you can arrive at the place God has for you and still have turmoil.
The book of Judges is a cyclical book. We see a pattern repeat itself over and over again.
 The Israelites rebel against God through sin.
 Their sin leads to their punishment and discipline.
 This discipline drives them back to repentance.
 God responds to their repentance with deliverance.
The succession is fairly straightforward in Judges: sin, punishment, repentance, deliverance. Over and over, again and again. We discover the name Jehovah Shalom as Israel is caught in this very sequence.
Then the sons of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD; and the LORD gave them into the hands of Midian seven years. The power of Midian prevailed against Israel (Judges 6:1-2).

Israel had once again rebelled against God, and the result was enslavement to the very enemies they were to triumph over. God had told them He was sending them into the Promised Land, where they could expect to have victory over their enemies. Yet as it turned out—due to their own disobedience—the enemies they were supposed to be defeating were actually defeating them. The tables had turned because they had rebelled against God by doing evil in His sight. As a result, He allowed their enemies to triumph over them.
The principle is clear: Disobedience disrupts peace (Isaiah 57:20-21), but obedience brings peace (Isaiah 48:18), and peace accompanies righteousness (Hebrews 7:2; James 3:18).
Friend, one of the biggest misconceptions about our personal promised land is that we will have no challenges there. The truth is, you can be in the promised land and at the same time be outside of the will of God. You can be where you’re supposed to be yet still function outside of God’s ordained plan.
Reaching your destination does not fulfill your destiny. Your destiny includes your heart and your actions in that destination. You can reach your goal and yet remain defeated simply because you’ve taken your eyes off of God.
That was the situation the Israelites found themselves in. The Midianites were enemies of God, yet God allowed them to hold His people hostage for seven long years. Year after year, the Israelites faced defeat after defeat. It became so bad that they had to run and hide for protection. “Because of Midian the sons of Israel made for themselves the dens which were in the mountains and the caves and the strongholds” (Judges 6:2).
In fact, the Midianites made the Israelites do more than just hide. They made them hungry, discouraged, and stripped of their resources.
So they [the Midianites] would camp against them [the Israelites] and destroy the produce of the earth as far as Gaza, and leave no sustenance in Israel as well as no sheep, ox, or donkey. For they would come up with their livestock and their tents, they would come in like locusts for number, both they and their camels were innumerable; and they came into the land to devastate it (verses 4-5).

In other words, there were so many Midianites coming against the Israelites that they seemed like locusts; they couldn’t even be counted. They overran Israel’s crops. They devastated their farmland. They undid years’ worth of planting, toiling, and cultivating in just a short time. The Israelites did what was evil in the sight of God, so He removed His protective hand from them and allowed the Midianites to take control.
The Midianites didn’t overpower them on their own. God let them bring His people low as a consequence of Israel’s rebellious actions against Him. He let them hit rock bottom, just as He sometimes lets us hit rock bottom when we’ve walked away from Him in our hearts and in our actions.
As a result, the Israelites eventually did what God had hoped. They remembered Him. “So Israel was brought very low because of Midian, and the sons of Israel cried to the LORD” (verse 6).
Often, people finally cry out to God when they are seriously in turmoil. Prayers are no longer cute religious rituals. They aren’t rote recitations or spiritual serendipities anymore. Communication with God becomes more than merely going through the motions.
God recognizes this as well, and He responds. In the next verses we read what He has to say to Israel once He knows He has their ear.
Now it came about when the sons of Israel cried to the LORD on account of Midian, that the LORD sent a prophet to the sons of Israel, and he said to them, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘It was I who brought you up from Egypt and brought you out from the house of slavery. I delivered you from the hands of the Egyptians and from the hands of all your oppressors, and dispossessed them before you and gave you their land, and I said to you, “I am the LORD your God; you shall not fear the gods of the Amorites in whose land you live. But you have not obeyed Me” ’ ” (verses 7-10).

God reminds His people that He was the one who saved, delivered, released, sustained, and protected them. Yet despite His gentle hand, they turned away from Him and adopted the culture’s foreign gods. The Old Testament refers to this as idolatry. The New Testament often refers to it as worldliness. Worldliness is conformity to the god of culture rather than to the one true God. An idol is never just a tree stump, a cow, or a piece of metal. An idol is that thing you ultimately count on for your provision, direction, and satisfaction.
The Israelites had stopped looking to God as the one who made the universe. Instead, they had added Him to their collection of gods. They hadn’t given up their religion. God was still there. He was still part of the equation. They had just dropped Him into the plethora of deities to whom they appealed. The Israelites had neglected to realize that the God who was good enough and powerful enough to get them out of Egypt could also sustain them in Canaan.
They did what many of us do without thinking. Too many of us worship the one true God on Sunday, but on Monday we worship something else—money, prestige, fame, comfort, relationships, ourselves…anything that supersedes God’s demands and dictates. Its voice becomes louder than His. We begin to doubt that the one who redeemed and rescued us is big enough to sustain us.



To Be like Mike
Such was the situation for the Israelites. They had become like today’s cultural Christians. They wanted to be like Mike. They wanted to be like the Amorites and the Hittites. Thus God turned them over to those who sought to dominate them.
As a result, the prophet informed them that their present turmoil wasn’t a social problem, a political problem, or a financial problem. Theirs was a spiritual problem resulting from their departure from God. It was the “mystery of lawlessness” (2 Thessalonians 2:7).
God had allowed them to get so low that He became their only option. Sometimes God lets the same thing happen to us if we’re turning our backs on Him. He lets us go so low that we will know He’s our only way back up.
The Israelites cried out to God because they were in a mess. So the Lord sent an angel to a young man named Gideon.
As the angel of the Lord sat beneath the oak tree, Gideon was beating out wheat in the winepress in order to hide it from the Midianites. No one separates chaff from wheat in a winepress. A winepress is where people make wine. Yet this is where Gideon chose to do his chores because he was trying to survive. He was attempting to do the best he could in his difficult situation, and he felt that the Midianites would be less likely to discover his wheat in the winepress.
In this story line of Israel’s struggle to survive, the angel of the Lord appears to Gideon and tells him, “The LORD is with you, O valiant warrior” (Judges 6:12).
Have you ever had someone see something in you before you did? Maybe it was a parent, a teacher, a mentor, a spouse, or even a friend. But they saw a talent, skill, or ability in you that you didn’t even know you had, and they told you about it. It’s nice when that happens because you are empowered to live up to their expectation. You rise to a higher level simply because someone believes in you.
The angel of the Lord addressed Gideon as a valiant warrior. Yet Gideon had fought no battles and won no wars. In fact, he was hiding out in a winepress, simply trying to survive. Still, God Himself believed in Gideon and sent the angel to let him know.
Gideon’s doubtful response echoes our own when we hear God’s plans for our lives and the promises He holds for a future and a hope. Gideon questions God.
O my lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, “Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?” But now the LORD has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian (verse 13).

Gideon wants to know if God is for him, then where is He? If God says He’s going to be his God, then why can’t he find Him? If He can do miracles, why is there such a mess? It’s not enough for Gideon to hear that God is the wheel in the middle of a wheel or that He is a way maker, the rose of Sharon, and the balm of Gilead.
All of that is nice when there’s no drama. But Gideon didn’t need a rose of Sharon or a balm of Gilead. He needed a rose of Gideon and a balm of the Israelites. He needed more than a church service, a three-point sermon, and a song—as evidenced by his accusation, “But now the LORD has abandoned us.”
Gideon needed God.
And God needed Gideon. He planned to deliver the Israelites from the Midianites through this young man. Of course, God could have raised up anyone or even delivered the Israelites through no person at all. But in this particular case, God chose to throw His eggs in this basket hidden in a winepress—Gideon. “The LORD looked at him and said, ‘Go in this your strength and deliver Israel from the hand of Midian. Have I not sent you?’ ” (verse 14).
Gideon’s response gives us a special insight into his view of himself. “He said to Him, ‘O Lord, how shall I deliver Israel? Behold, my family is the least in Manasseh, and I am the youngest in my father’s house’ ” (verse 15). Basically, Gideon let God know he wasn’t “all that.” He was insignificant. He didn’t have a diploma, a degree, or a high-paying job. Gideon hadn’t been born with a silver spoon in his mouth.
But then again, maybe that’s why God chose him. God often calls the ordinary man or woman to do the extraordinary thing. This is because the ordinary man or woman knows that he or she can’t do it alone—as demonstrated by Gideon’s next request: “If now I have found favor in Your sight, then show me a sign that it is You who speak with me” (verse 17).
Gideon then gathers some meat and unleavened bread, along with some broth. He makes a stew and sets it in front of the angel of the Lord.
Then the angel of the LORD put out the end of the staff that was in his hand and touched the meat and the unleavened bread; and fire sprang up from the rock and consumed the meat and the unleavened bread. Then the angel of the LORD vanished from his sight. When Gideon saw that he was the angel of the LORD, he said, “Alas, O Lord GOD! For now I have seen the angel of the LORD face to face.” The LORD said to him, “Peace to you, do not fear; you shall not die.” Then Gideon built an altar there to the Lord and named it The LORD is Peace [Jehovah Shalom] (verses 21-24).

Gideon experienced this name of God, Jehovah Shalom, when he experienced God’s presence. He found peace knowing God was near. He built an altar and named it peace.
What Is Peace?
Which raises a question: What is peace? We can begin to answer that question by saying what peace is not. It’s not a truce or a cease-fire. A lot of people in a cease-fire live in a cold war. They may not be fighting or fussing at each other, but that doesn’t mean they’re talking to each other either. Unfortunately, too many people equate a cold war with peace. That’s merely a truce.
Peace is bigger than calm. The word shalom means “wholeness, completeness, or well-being.” It means having things properly aligned and ordered. Or as we say today, peace means no more drama. It means harmony and balance. It means more than just feeling good at a particular moment. It even means more than happiness.
Happiness depends on what happens. For example, someone could govern your happiness by the information they share with you. If they gave you enough bad or negative information, they could steal your happiness. Or if they gave you enough believable good information, they could increase your happiness. Not so with peace because peace isn’t tied to circumstances. That’s why in Israel even today, you will hear the greeting shalom despite the nation being a continual war zone. Peace has to do with well-being regardless of circumstances. A person who is at peace is stable, calm, orderly, and at rest within.
One day two artists were requisitioned to paint a picture of peace. The one who painted the best picture would win $250,000. As you can imagine, both painters attempted to paint the finest painting they could.
The first painter set to work by creating a serene portrait of a lake with the sun glistening off of it at just the right angle so that it sparkled across the top of the water. The purest blue shade lay across the top of the water, complementing the blue sky. The artist added a young girl skipping near the lake with a yellow balloon securely fastened to her wrist. Trees towered gracefully on one side of the lake with birds gathering in their tallest branches.
After completing his painting, the painter leaned back and took a deep breath of satisfaction. In his mind, he had portrayed peace and was sure to win the prize.
The second artist had a very different idea in mind when he painted his image. In his painting the sky was pitch-black. Lightning zigzagged through the air in unpredictable movements. This painter also had water, but the waves in his painting roared as if they were somehow awakened from a terrible dream. Trees bent and bowed, whining in the wind. The painting looked more like a portrait of disaster.
But all the way down at the bottom on the left-hand side, just near the very edge of this horrific scene, a little bird stood on a rock. The little bird had its mouth open, singing a beautiful song. One faint light shone down on the bird as it sung in spite of the situation all around it.
The second painter won the competition. The judges chose him as the winner because he showed the truest manifestation of peace—a well-being that resonates from within despite what’s going on all around.
Being at peace doesn’t mean being calm when everything around you is calm. When all is calm, you’re supposed to be calm. Being at peace means you’re at rest even when everything else seems to be all wrong.
Thunder and lightning might be chasing each other all around you. The wind could be blowing unexpected and unpleasant circumstances into your life. Nothing looks right. Nothing looks promising. All is dark. But in those situations, true peace wins the battle. This is because the tranquility on the inside eases your mind despite the chaos on the outside.
Jesus said clearly, “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).
We are to expect bad days, weeks, or even months in this life. It comes with being on a fallen earth with fallen humanity as a fallen child of the King. Jesus reminds us of what the angel reminded Gideon—peace isn’t defined by our circumstances.
It’s one thing for the world to be falling apart. It’s another thing for you to be falling apart with it. Sometimes we can’t control the world, but we can always control our response to it. We can have peace even when we have problems. But when we have peace, our problems won’t have us. Relationships may falter. Jobs may cease. Health may decline. The economy could continue to dip and turn. “But take courage,” Jesus says. “I have overcome the world.”
How do we enter into this name of God, Jehovah Shalom? We enter by standing firmly in faith in our connection to Jesus Christ as we see Him usher in light where there once was darkness. When He overcomes your situation, you overcome it as well—in Him. Like Peter, you walk on the water when you focus on Christ and are not distracted by the wind and waves all around you. For those who know this name, Jehovah Shalom brings about something that eludes so many who face trials today—rest.
Do you ever seem to be working harder yet still not finding a way to get everything done? We now have access to innumerable gadgets that are supposed to make our lives easier and more carefree. Yet in spite of these gadgets, we often find ourselves burdened with more meetings, more deadlines, and a longer to-do list.
Shalom tells us that the secret to victory over life’s drama is God Himself. We find this kind of peace is in the presence of Christ: “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden,” Jesus invites, “and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Matthew 11:28-29).
If Jesus had called it an iYoke, would we download the latest version more often than we do? Christ’s iYoke brings peace and rest because Jesus is the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6), and He has left His peace with us (John 14:27).
His peace is downloadable through intimate abiding with Him. And by wearing Christ’s yoke in faith, you will find shalom in His sufficiency to “will and to work” all of God’s good pleasure in you and through you.
Just as Gideon met Jehovah Shalom in the midst of personal, familial, and national conflict and turmoil, you can meet Jehovah Shalom in the middle of your own personal turmoil. Gideon discovered the way to possess inner well-being despite ongoing outer drama. And he did this by simply knowing that the Lord was with him. Knowing the truth and aligning our thoughts with the truth—these are powerful ways to experience peace.
Often, our own thoughts disrupt our peace. And something as simple yet profound as realigning our thoughts with the truth of a situation can change everything. It can change our outlook, our courage, and our trust.
In order to transform what you do, you must first transform what you think. For Gideon, that meant knowing that God was not only with him but was also for him. God hadn’t moved away from Israel at all. The Israelites had left His presence through their disobedience and sin.
Gideon hadn’t yet fought the Midianites. He hadn’t yet solved the problem of the enemy. They were still an issue, yet before Gideon dealt with that issue in the physical realm, he made an altar to worship the Victor in the spiritual realm. And on that altar, he praised God for His peace—not because his situation had changed, but because God had showed up in the midst of the situation.
With God, you can experience peace in any situation. Without Him, you can spend whatever you want, go wherever you want, do whatever you want…but you won’t have peace. The best you’ll get is a deflection of life’s anxieties or a diversion or distraction from them. If you want to know true well-being and wholeness despite life’s circumstances, you must be in God’s presence. In His presence, all odds change. All expectations change. All outcomes become dependent on Him and are not limited to what you can rationalize.
Once Gideon accepted his role as warrior and leader of God’s army, he put together an army of more than 30,000 men. Yet when God saw Gideon’s army, He told him it was too big. Three hundred men were all God needed, so He had Gideon reduce his numbers. And in the process of doing so, once again God gave Gideon His peace. He did this by imparting His wisdom and insight. He told Gideon a secret; He gave him the inside scoop.
Now the same night it came about that the LORD said to him, “Arise, go down against the camp, for I have given it into your hands. But if you are afraid to go down, go with Purah your servant down to the camp, and you will hear what they say; and afterward your hands will be strengthened that you may go down against the camp”…

When Gideon heard the account of the dream and its interpretation, he bowed in worship. He returned to the camp of Israel and said, “Arise, for the LORD has given the camp of Midian into your hands” (Judges 7:9-11,15).

God gave Gideon His peace despite circumstances that looked chaotic. He did this through a unique insight into the mind of the enemy, who had become afraid of the upcoming battle. Which raises a question for each of us—how do we, like Gideon, discover that God is near? If His presence is the key to our peace, how do we abide in it?
In Paul’s letter to the church at Rome, he tells us the secret to experiencing Jehovah Shalom.
For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace (Romans 8:5-6).

Paul instructs us that if we want to have peace, we have to adjust our thinking. Peace begins by having a proper mindset. It’s tied to God’s divine presence, which presents itself through our mind as we set it on the Spirit. God promises to keep those in perfect peace whose minds are stayed on Him (Isaiah 26:3 KJV). When the right mindset is followed up with the appropriate action, peace is the outcome (Leviticus 26:3,6; Isaiah 48:18).
During daylight savings time, you reset your clock one hour forward. When you turn your clock back one hour in the fall, you wind up with an extra hour of sleep. You don’t have to get up as early as you would have if you had kept the same time. In order to access and enjoy this additional hour of sleep, though, you have to choose to reset your clock.
The mind set on the Spirit—that which seeks to align your thoughts underneath God’s point of view—is the mind full of peace. You must set your mind there, as Paul states, or the alarm of life will jolt you up at the wrong time. Choosing where to set your mind, just like choosing when to set your clock, will determine your response. A mind set on God’s presence, just as Gideon’s was, brings life and peace—shalom. But the mind set on the flesh is set on death. Death is ultimately a separation from God. So the mind set on the human point of view (the world’s perspective) is a carnal mind. It’s a mind that doesn’t bring peace.
When you continue to set your mind on the Spirit, you develop a habit of abiding in Him. The effect is similar to what many call our internal clock. For example, I don’t have to set an alarm clock anymore. When it’s time for me to wake up in the morning, my eyes open, and I’m awake. There was a time when I had to set an alarm in order to get up on time. But with enough years of waking up early, my body does it naturally now. I have gotten used to functioning that way.
If you’re not used to hanging out with God—setting your mind on the Spirit—you will need to proactively seek Him, His Word, and His ways in order to abide in His peace. Yet in time, the process of setting your mind on the Spirit will become more natural and less forced. Personal and relational peace becomes a way of life rather than a place you visit from time to time.
Friend, do you want peace? Only one person can give it—Jehovah Shalom. But He gives it only on His terms. Before the conductor of an orchestra walks onto the stage, the sounds coming from the instruments are in discord. But when he arrives, the chaos is stilled. He raises his baton, and the musicians’ submission to his direction results in beautiful harmony.
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JEHOVAH ROHI
THE LORD MY SHEPHERD
When I was growing up in urban Baltimore, one of my favorite television programs was Superman. I loved Superman. Superman could turn any dire situation into a heroic rescue with strength and finesse.
As I grew older, Superman’s story was turned into movies. I went to each and every one of them, even as an adult. I remember one particular Superman movie in which a man was trapped in an inferno and Superman swooped in and rescued him from certain death. Later, as he was flying across the sky to take the man home, the man was trembling. Superman asked what was wrong, and the man said, “I’m afraid…I’m way up here, and if I fall, I’m going to die.”
This man’s concern seemed legitimate, but in response Superman asked, “Do you think I have enough power to save you from the fire but not enough power to safely take you home?”
This illustration graphically reflects a similar but more profound truth. Some of us have trusted the Lord to deliver us from the fires of hell, yet we’re not sure He can safely take us home. We believe in Him for eternity, but we don’t have much confidence in Him in history. We know He will take us to heaven, but we’re not sure He’s got our back on earth.
If you’re one of these people, even if you’re too embarrassed to admit it publicly, I want you to know that this next name of God is just for you. We find it in a psalm that has the power to change your life. You undoubtedly know the psalm already, but don’t let your familiarity with it keep you from experiencing its fullest meaning. It begins with “The LORD is my shepherd.”
The name of God translated “LORD” in this verse is Jehovah, “the self-revealing one.” The Hebrew word for “shepherd” is the word rohi or ra’ah, which means “to tend, pasture, shepherd.”
King David wrote the psalm, and as he did so, he probably recounted his years as a shepherd. Long before David became a king, he was a young man who had been put in charge of his father’s sheep. David may have looked over the span of his life, remembered what it meant to tend sheep, and recognized similarities to the way God had tended him over the years. So he used his old job to describe his relationship with God and to give us one of the most beautiful and practical pieces of poetry in Scripture, Psalm 23.
If you live in an urban or suburban area like I do, you’re not likely to encounter a lot of sheep. And you probably haven’t been a shepherd. But everyone knows a shepherd’s job is to take care of the sheep.
People today look to various things to take care of them. Some look to their money. Others look to their power. Others look to relationships. Others to success. Worst of all, far too many people look to themselves to take care of their well-being. But not David. David said, “The LORD is my shepherd.” David looked to Jehovah to tend to his life and care.
Notice that David uses the present tense in this psalm. He says, “The LORD
is my shepherd.” He doesn’t say that the Lord was his Shepherd. By placing God as his Shepherd in the present tense, David acknowledges that God is continuing to take responsibility for him.
Also notice that David uses the personal pronoun “my.” In other words, he’s letting us know that God is his personal Shepherd. God is interested not only in the group but also in the individual sheep.
We often skim past those five words without fully grasping all that’s contained in them. But when you examine them slowly, you realize what a potent statement the beginning of Psalm 23 is. The Lord is a personal Shepherd, a right-now God.
In the remainder of the psalm, David explores various ways a shepherd takes care of his sheep and God takes care of him. To help us grasp this name of God, Jehovah Rohi, let’s spend our time together in this chapter walking through this masterfully penned psalm.
“I Shall Not Want”
In the next part of the passage, David adds the phrase “I shall not want.” In other words, his Shepherd, the Lord, has covered all of his needs. This is true for a good shepherd who tends to the needs of his sheep, and it is also true of our Lord, who tends to each of our needs. He has us comprehensively covered. He is the good shepherd (John 10:14).
In Jeremiah 23:4, God promises to provide good shepherds for His people, and as a result, “they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, nor shall they be lacking” (KJV).
In Ezekiel 34:2-4, God explains what He expects a shepherd to do: feed the flock, strengthen the weak, heal the sick, bind up the broken, bring back the strays, seek the lost. That’s what being a shepherd means to God.
And there’s more. “The good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep” (John 10:11). The best shepherd is the one who is willing to make the ultimate sacrifice, to put his own life on the line for his sheep.
So when selecting a shepherd for your own life, the proof of a good one is whether he is willing to give his life for you. And you have proof that Jesus Christ is such a Shepherd because giving His life is exactly what Christ has done for you. But in order for Him to be your Shepherd, you must first recognize yourself as a sheep. Shepherds don’t tend wolves or dogs; shepherds tend sheep. And if you don’t think of yourself as a sheep, you won’t experience everything your Shepherd has for you.
The first thing you need to know about sheep is that they’re the dumbest of all the created animals. Maybe that’s an overstatement, but not by far. If a sheep starts walking around in a circle, another sheep will begin to follow it, and then another until the whole flock is walking in a circle…all the while they think they’re going somewhere.
We hear of lion tamers, seal trainers, and other experts who can train certain animals to respond to human commands. Well, you’ll never see a sheep trainer at a circus. Sheep won’t be rolling over on command, jumping through hoops, or sitting up with their front legs in the air.
None of that is going to happen with sheep because sheep don’t have what it takes to be trained. They’re just too dumb. This is an important point to realize when we read, “All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him” (Isaiah 53:6).
Sheep are also defenseless. They’re easy prey for the enemy. When a wolf, coyote, hyena, or any other predator approaches a sheep, the sheep has already lost because it has no ability to fight back. This rings true for so many of us as well. We think we’re strong until our enemy, the devil, puts his moves on us and we quickly crumble.
In addition, sheep are dirty and can’t clean themselves. They have a thick coat that collects dirt and debris and holds in sweat, yet they have no way to clean themselves up.
And finally, sheep are dependent. They have to be led by a shepherd if they’re going to get anywhere at all. They’re directionally and positionally challenged. They don’t know which way to go or even that they are to go at all.
So when David says that his Shepherd, the Lord, has met all of his needs, he’s referring to an awful lot of needs. These are needs of direction, defense, cleanliness, and dependence, just to name a few.
Green Pastures, Quiet Waters, and a Restored Soul
Most of us know what it’s like to have a flat tire. Did you know that you can also have a flat soul? This is when your spiritual get-up-and-go has gotten up and gone.
Some people have simply lost the fire in their soul. They drag themselves into church—if they go at all. Maybe you’re one of these people. Maybe right now God seems to be a long way away, as if He’s taken a vacation, and you don’t know where to find Him. You may feel as if a slow leak is deflating your life, but despite the dearth, you still feel an ache inside reminding you that you want it back. You want to be restored; you just don’t know how to be restored.
David explains how God—your Jehovah Rohi—restores your soul. First, He makes you to lie down in green pastures. Keep in mind that the passage doesn’t say God asks you to lie down or suggests you lie down. Remember, we’re talking about sheep here. God makes you lie down. He puts you in a situation where you have no other option but to lean on Him completely.
If you’ve ever had a toddler in your home, you can picture this easily. When it’s nap time and you say, “Sweetie, it’s time for your nap,” what’s the typical response? Usually, you get a stall tactic or an argument or rebellion. The last thing a toddler wants to do is to lie down. Little Becca might be rubbing her eyes with the backs of her chubby little hands, but she will resist lying down when you bring up the subject. She doesn’t know how exhausted she really is.
Yet when you make Becca lie down, she is likely to fall asleep quickly. You aren’t making her lie down to be mean to her. In fact, the contrary is true—you’re making her rest because she needs to (and you might as well). You want her to lie down so she can rest, recover, and be renewed from the day’s activities.
Have you considered that perhaps God hasn’t changed the situation you’re in because He’s waiting for you to relinquish your rebellion, let go of your self-sufficiency, and lie down? He’s keeping you right where you are until you’ve learned to rest in Him, declaring your total trust in Him and dependence on Him.
When God makes you lie down, you will discover what David discovered—that He chooses the greenest of pastures for your rest. He gives you the softest of mattresses and the fluffiest of pillows because He longs to see you rest and recover, just as you long to see your toddler rest and recover.
Next, David tells us that Jehovah Rohi leads him “beside quiet waters.” Some translations call them “still waters.” In other words, he isn’t led beside running water. This is because sheep won’t drink from running water. The shepherd is aware that sheep aren’t sure-footed, and if they wander into running water, they’ll spend their time and energy trying to stay upright rather than drinking. Many will lose their balance and fall in. With their thick wool quickly soaking up the water, they will soon be pulled under. Sheep need to drink from still water.
If a shepherd is unable to locate still water for his sheep, he might carve off a small channel so that some of the running water will flow into a pond of still water. There his sheep can drink while maintaining their stability.
When we rest in the Lord our Shepherd, He leads us into environments we can handle. He provides green grass and still water for our spiritual restoration. Like a cordless phone that’s been off the hook too long, we can become spiritually drained with life’s challenges and need a soul recharge so we can function again as God intended.
But you won’t discover the blessing of rest and still waters as long as you remain self-sufficient, as long as you think you can fix your problems yourself—as long as you wander off on your own path.
God often allows us to be in situations that rob us of our self-sufficiency so we will learn to rest in Him. He wants us to realize that if He doesn’t restore our soul, it won’t get restored. If He doesn’t empower us, we won’t be empowered.
He wants to bring you and me to the end of ourselves so that when we look up, all we see is Him. But some of us stall or argue or rebel for a long time before we’re willing to lie down and rest in Him. So God continues to allow scenarios that force us to rest, let go, and trust Him to care for us.
And when we do let go, we will discover—just as David wrote—that God will restore our soul. The process takes time, but the result is worth it. As we rest in Him, He restores our sense of hope, purpose, and life.
Forty years ago (and 40 pounds ago), I was a lifeguard and water safety instructor. I taught people how to swim. Often the people who sign up for swimming lessons are afraid of water. They want to overcome their anxiety about being in water. So I had a process for teaching them that began with me splashing water on them. I wanted them to get used to the unpredictable nature of water and to discover that they could remain safe in it.
The next step was to help them put their heads underwater. Once that was accomplished, I asked them to float on their backs. This was the big test. Lying flat on the water without their feet on the ground was a scary situation for many of them. With nothing beneath them, they lost a sense of control—especially since they didn’t yet know how to swim.
But I would place my arms in the water beneath them and assure them that I had them. My arms held them up, and I told them as they lay there that they were safe. Step-by-step they learned to feel secure where they had previously felt insecurity.
Many of us are afraid to lie down and rest. We wonder how we will ever make it if we relinquish the reins of control. Yet our Shepherd is telling us that first and foremost, we need to lie down and rest.
We need to understand that when we depend on Him, we find safety and green pastures. Our ability doesn’t hold us up—His loving arms do. Knowing this truth alone and applying it to our thoughts and decisions will do more for restoring our soul than most anything else can.



The Paths of Righteousness
Many of us have navigational systems in our cars or on our smartphones. These devices take us from where we are to where we want to go. The global positioning system (GPS) uses satellites that can view the entire landscape of the earth and tell us where most things are located.
Now, if mankind can create machines that can see everything, then surely God (who created everything and knows the location of everything He created) can guide us directly where we need to go. David writes that Jehovah Rohi “guides me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.” God is our personal navigational system.
Your navigational system in your car can’t help me if I’m in my car. Your navigational system is only good for your journey in your car. For my journey in my car, I need my own system. And I need a system that’s going to ask me where I am, not where you are. I need a system that’s going to find my current location, not yours. The worst advice I could give a lost driver is to piggyback on someone else’s personal navigation system.
The same holds true for the Christian life. One of the worst things we can do is piggyback on someone else’s relationship with God. God desires to be your Shepherd and to guide you on the path of life as you work out your own salvation in fear and trembling (Philippians 2:12-13).
A shepherd needs to guide his sheep because sheep are prone to wander. They will regularly take a wrong route if left to their own devices. When we look back over our lives, we can remember making some wrong turns, unwise decisions, or ill-advised choices. If given the chance to live our lives over again, would we make the same miscalculations and mistakes? Probably not. In hindsight, we can see our paths to righteousness and abundant life more clearly. Yet God, your Shepherd, wants to direct you on the right path in each and every decision, and He’s willing to do that on the front end if you will but seek and follow Him. Not only that, but God can also get you back on the right path if you’ve wandered away.
One day I was in the car with my son Anthony and hadn’t turned on the navigational system. Interacting with computers isn’t high on my list of favorite things to do, so I left it off. But Anthony sees the value in them more than I do, so he turned it on. At first I was a little irritated that he did, so I decided to drive according to my own directions anyhow. Unfortunately, I soon realized I was lost. In leaning to my own understanding, I had gotten off the path that would get us to our destination.
But that’s when the navigational system did a remarkable thing. A computerized voice said, “Recalculating.” Then there was a pause. Then the GPS determined where I was in relation to where I wanted to be and gave me a brand-new route to my destination.
How many of us have ignored God’s directions and gone our own way, only to wind up lost? How many of us have gotten directions from the wrong sources—family, friends, the media, the culture, or even ourselves? Jehovah Rohi is more amazing than a GPS. He can recalibrate our location in life and lead us on the path that will take us where He wanted us to go in the first place.
David tells us that God guides us in the paths of righteousness “for His name’s sake.” As we’ve said, in Scripture, a name is much more than nomenclature. It represents reputation and character. It reflects the heart of who someone is. To do something for the sake of God’s name is to do it for the expansion of His glory and for the fame of His reputation. God guides us in a way that brings Him glory.
David once expressed it this way: “O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt His name together” (Psalm 34:3). To magnify something is to make it appear bigger. It doesn’t make the thing any bigger than it actually is, but it makes it easier to see. We can’t make God’s glory any bigger than it is, but we can reflect His glory on a larger scale so that others will be able to see it as well.
Valleys, Shadows, a Rod, and a Staff
A valley is a low place between mountains. It’s often a place of vulnerability and risk. Things that seek to derail or harm you in some way can be lurking in the shadows. Yet David assures us in this psalm that even in the valley that casts shadows of death, Jehovah Rohi provides comfort through His presence, His rod, and His staff.
Most everyone wants to live on a mountaintop. The mountains are where you feel as if you’re on top of the world. Your job is good, your health is good, your family is good, your finances are good, and your faith is good. On the mountaintop, it’s all good. But one thing is true about mountains—you can’t go from mountaintop to mountaintop without going through a valley. Mountains are separated by valleys.
Even though valleys are inevitable in life, there is good news. A valley reminds us that another mountain is up ahead. That’s why David penned, “Even though I walk through the valley…” He didn’t write, “Even though I sit down and whine in the valley…” In order to get to the next mountain, you need to walk through the valley. You need to keep going because the only way out is to walk through it.
When the sun slips behind a mountain on either side of the valley, the hills cast shadows. Sheep aren’t very intelligent, so they might think the shadows indicated that nighttime was approaching, and they might become afraid. Nighttime is when foxes, wolves, and hyenas come out, and that would make the sheep afraid. But the shepherd continually guides the sheep to keep going—even though they might be afraid—as the shadows seem to close in.
When God allows you to be in the valley of the shadows, where things are dark and you just want to give up and quit, remember that God does some of His best work in the dark. As He guides you in these dark times, you can actually see Him more clearly because you focus intently on Him.
That doesn’t mean you won’t feel afraid. David didn’t deny the reality of the shadow of death. He affirmed that in spite of how everything looks in the valley, in spite of how it feels or the gloom crowding in, we’re not to give in to fear because the presence of God, His rod, and His staff comfort us. We are not alone.
In Psalm 23, David’s solution to discouragement is Jehovah Rohi Himself. Sometimes in the darkness of the storm raging in our lives, we finally come to truly understand and experience God’s presence.
A little boy was with his father one day at the zoo, and they went to the lions’ den. One of the larger lions belted out a loud roar, which made the little boy take off running in the opposite direction. “Run, Daddy, run!” he shouted as his little legs sprinted across the pavement.
“I’m not running anywhere,” his dad replied calmly.
The boy stopped, looked at the peace on his dad’s face, and asked, “Why not? Look, there’s a lion!”
His father replied, “Son, look—the lion’s in a cage. He can’t hurt us.”
Fear is often dictated by what you’re looking at. Are you looking at the lion or the cage?
When you’re in the valley, will you look at the shadows, or will you look at the Shepherd? Valleys are dark places—that’s undeniable. But the Shepherd’s rod and staff bring comfort and care. A shepherd uses his rod to fend off any enemy’s attacks and his staff to lead the sheep or to pull a sheep out of a thicket if it gets caught.
You’re safer in a dark valley with God—in His presence—than you would be anywhere else without Him. The prophet Daniel was safe and at peace in the lions’ den while the king in his palace stayed awake with worry all night long. You’re better off with God in a bad place than you are without Him in what you think is a good place.
So keep walking. Don’t throw in the towel. If the Lord is your Shepherd, He’s got your back.
A Table, Oil, and an Overflowing Cup
The next portion of Psalm 23 refers to our physical needs. David writes, “You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You have anointed my head with oil; my cup overflows.”
An enemy is a threat to your security. It can show up in a person, a thing, and most certainly in the devil himself and his demons. Yet David assures us that God prepares a table before us in plain view of that which is against us. Where did this imagery come from?
The shepherd carried a belt that held a cloth. Whenever he found a lost sheep, he spread the cloth out and set some grass and fodder on it so the lost sheep could eat. While the sheep was eating in the safety of the shepherd, the foxes, coyotes, and hyenas had to keep their distance.
Fundamental to our understanding of God as our Shepherd is the realization that the Lord Himself is the one who prepares our table. In His presence, we are safe from our enemies. God isn’t subject to our enemies. He is bigger than all of them. He knows how to provide for us in the midst of a bad situation. He can make a way out of no way even when we’re in an adversarial situation.
Our Shepherd not only prepares a table for us in the midst of our enemies but also anoints our head with oil. Sheep often went looking for berries and wandered into thickets. When the shepherd retrieved the sheep from the thicket, its head would often be cut or bleeding because of the thorns. The shepherd would place oil on its head and massage it.
Friend, God knows how to soothe you with His anointing oil. He either administers a solution to your problem or gives you the peace you need to sustain you while you are in the problem.
David continues, “My cup overflows.” In this he reminds us that in spite of the presence of enemies and the wounds of life, he has more than enough to get through his situation. In fact, he has so much that his cup actually overflows. This reminds us of Jesus feeding the multitudes with the barley loaves and fish. When all was said and done, the disciples had to pick up basketfuls of leftovers because God had provided more than the people could eat.
And remember when Jesus told Peter to push out into the deep and put his net down for the fish? So many fish were caught in the net that Peter was worried his boat would sink under the weight of it all.
God knows how to give you all you need to live the life He has called you to. In fact, one of my favorite Scriptures emphasizes this. “God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed” (2 Corinthians 9:8). For every situation of life, if you will look to God, you will discover that He has more than enough grace to meet your every need.
Goodness, Lovingkindness, and the House of God
David finishes his poem with these words: “Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever” (Psalm 23:6).
David could have begun with another word besides “surely.” He could have said “hopefully” or “possibly” or even “perhaps.” Yet David didn’t waver in his belief, but concluded his psalm with certainty—“Surely.” Where I come from, that translates into “Sho-nuf!”
Surely, David wrote, two sheepdogs protect you as you walk through your dark valley. One is named Goodness, and the other is named Lovingkindness. The job of the sheepdog is to go behind the fold and keep them headed in the right direction. God’s goodness and lovingkindness are continually present in order to guide and direct us in the right direction. As a result, you will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
When you know the power of the name Jehovah Rohi, you will discover that God is able to meet all of your spiritual, directional, physical, emotional, and eternal needs.
In other words, when the Lord is your Shepherd, He’s got you covered. He’s got your back. And He’s taking you to a place that’s far greater than you’ve ever known before.
So the question is, is the Lord not only your Savior but also your Shepherd? Have you submitted totally to Him as a dependent sheep? Until you do, you will have to find your own way through the valley of shadow rather than follow Jehovah Rohi on the path of righteousness along green pastures and quiet waters.
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JEHOVAH NISSI
THE LORD MY BANNER
At the church where I pastor in Dallas, Texas, we have two enormous banners hanging on the walls of the sanctuary. One of them has the words “Lord of lords,” and the other loudly proclaims, “King of kings.” When you look at these banners from any angle, the words glisten brightly as if to offer their own praise to Jesus Christ.
These banners have hung there for as many years as I can remember, and they are our way of highlighting our belief that Jesus is both Lord and King over all.
Banners have been important throughout history as visible declarations of authority. They show whom you represent and to whom you’re committed.
In the Olympic Games, you’ll see athletes enthusiastically wave the flags of the nations they represent. Here in Dallas, at a Cowboys or a Mavericks game, spectators often wave banners as they cheer our teams to victory. I’ve served the Mavericks as chaplain for more than three decades, and a few years back, they claimed the NBA title. At the next season’s opening game on Christmas Day, they proudly raised their victory banner over a sold-out crowd.
Banners are often hung or waved to declare commitment, allegiance, and victory.
Faith Teaches the Name of God
As we’re discovering through our study in this book, the names of God usually arise out of the situations in life. People find themselves in difficult scenarios that require divine intervention, so God reveals Himself through a name that speaks directly to meeting the need of that moment.
The bad news is that life has problems. But the good news is that God has a name for each and every one of them. Regardless of the crises we face, the names of God remind us that He is able to see us through.
In the book of Exodus, we come across the next name of God we’re going to look at. In this story, we find the people of God at a time when they’re greatly discouraged. We know that’s what they’re feeling because of all the complaining they’re doing.
We can tell when someone’s faith in God is waning by the way he or she complains. Complaining from time to time is normal, but when complaining becomes your modus operandi, that’s a clear indicator your faith is weakening.
In Exodus, we see that God’s people complained when they camped at Rephidim and “there was no water for the people to drink” (Exodus 17:1). Their complaint had to do with more than just the water. We read later in the passage, “They tested the LORD, saying, ‘Is the LORD among us, or not?’ ” (verse 7).
We can easily judge the Israelites and their accusation against God, but we’ve all wondered at some point, is God here or not? Where is God when I need Him the most?
That was the question on the people’s minds when they ran out of water and wondered how their lives would be sustained. Sometimes life becomes so stale and listless that refreshment is more than a want—it’s a need. God knew their need. He saw their need. Through Moses and the rock, He met their need and gave them water.
Yet as often happens with us, just as the Israelites came out of one difficult trial, they found themselves in another one. In the very next verse we read, “Then Amalek came and fought against Israel at Rephidim” (verse 8). Now they have a war on their hands.
Keep in mind that Rephidim is a rugged desert place near Mount Horeb, where the water sources are very low. God’s people are worn-out, and as we’ve seen, their hearts are unstable. They’re doubting God’s goodness toward them. And on top of all they’re facing, they now have to deal with a battle. Amalek has shown up, and he wants to fight. Amalek is from the line of Esau, a branch of Abraham and Isaac’s ancestral tree. Nevertheless, there were problems. In fact, if we were honest, we would admit that some of our biggest problems often come from people in our own family—similar to what the Israelites discovered on this day.
Water had appeared from the rock, and things had seemed to be getting better, but now everything is going south for them again, leaving them to wonder if God is even on their side. Some things you can run from, and some things you can hide from. But this was neither of those things. Moses recognized this as a battle that they would have to face head-on even though the people were tired and poorly equipped.
Moses said to Joshua, “Choose men for us and go out, fight against Amalek. Tomorrow I will station myself on the top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand.” Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought against Amalek; and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. So it came about when Moses held his hand up, that Israel prevailed, and when he let his hand down, Amalek prevailed (Exodus 17:9-11).

When Moses said he would go to the top of the hill with the staff of God in his hand, he was referring to a simple shepherd’s crook. But this staff was significant because it had been sanctified. This is the same staff that had turned into a snake, ushered in the plagues, and opened up the Red Sea. Through it, God used the natural to perform the supernatural. And God brought victory to the Israelites in the battle against Amalek as long as Moses continued to hold up the staff.
This battle wasn’t decided by those who were fighting. The winners and losers weren’t determined by their own skill or power. Rather, the key was Moses’s posture with the staff of God—could he keep it raised, or would it be lowered? How the armies fared in the valley wasn’t tied to their education, finances, or notoriety. Instead, it was inextricably tied to what Moses did on the mountain.
People often respond with one of two extremes when fighting for something valuable, such as a marriage, family, child, health situation, work situation, or destiny. In one extreme, some people fight from the mountain only. They say, “I’m just going to trust God and talk to Him, and He will fix everything.” Other people go to the other extreme, seeking to win the battle in the valley and forgetting all about the mountain. They look to their own skills, willpower, determination, and resources to overcome whatever they’re facing, all the while neglecting to look to God.
Only when we bring the valley and the mountain together will we experience victory. As believers in Christ and followers of God, we have a responsibility to do all we can do in the challenges and trials we face. Yet unless God also supports and engages in the victory, our efforts won’t be enough.
On one hand, we trust that God is going to fix it. Yet on the other hand, we must also do everything God commands of us to fix it. If we spend all of our time reading our Bibles, praying, and sitting in church, yet spend no time doing the practical things that must be done to overcome our trial, we give God nothing to work with. Moses didn’t stand on the mountain and raise his rod while Joshua and the boys drank tea. Joshua and the Israelites had to do their part in the valley to win that war.
We can’t shift our responsibilities to God. But at the same time, we can’t shift God’s responsibilities to ourselves. Both must always be held in tension and in play. Joshua fought, and Moses raised the rod. If we don’t make contact with heaven for our battles on earth, we’ll be wasting our energy.
For example, we can’t say we’re trusting God to find us a job unless we cooperate by looking for jobs and filling out applications. Trusting God for spiritual victory in our lives without doing what’s in our power to do in the valley won’t accomplish much. We must combine the valley with the mountain to usher heaven down to visit earth.
As Paul writes, “We then, as workers together with him…” (2 Corinthians 6:1 KJV). Some people will say they’re waiting on God to do something when He’s actually waiting on them to walk by faith. Of course, sometimes God has instructed us simply to wait. I’m not saying that doesn’t happen. But sometimes we use theological verbiage to validate our irresponsible inactivity. Scripture shows the balance.
 “I have not seen the righteous forsaken or his descendants begging bread” (Psalm 37:25).
 “If anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to eat, either” (2 Thessalonians 3:10).
There must always be a balance between what God does on the mountain and what you and I are responsible for in the valley. We’re never to excuse our irresponsibility in the name of God. Yet our personal responsibility alone is not sufficient to achieve all that God wants to do in the midst of our conflicts.
In this particular story of the battle between the Israelites and Amalek, Amalek represents the forces of evil. In our own lives, evil forces are those that stand in opposition to God’s purposes for us. Anything in our life that blocks us from doing what God wants done—that’s our Amalek. It’s that thing that keeps us from doing better, going further, and living out our spiritual destiny. Amalek may look like a physical opponent, challenge, or trial, but it’s rooted in the evil that seeks to defeat us in the valley of Rephidim.
Amalek represented more than the people opposed to the Israelites. It represented the evil of the people. Often, our problem isn’t simply our problem. By that I mean the problem we see isn’t all there is. In fact, if all you see is what you see, then you’re not seeing all there is to be seen. The battle you face may be a person, place, thing, stronghold, idea, or even yourself…but if it’s something that’s wrong, then evil is at the root of it. To address the problem without addressing the evil root is to fail to address the entire problem.
In order to address the evil, you must address the spiritual reality behind the physical expression you’re facing. You need to address the satanic influences behind it. In the valley, you fight the physical. On the mountain, you fight the spiritual—and only your connection to God can fight the spiritual and win.
If your Amalek won’t go away, could it be because you think your actions will determine the outcome? What you’re doing is important, but it’s never sufficient on its own when an evil root is behind the issue at hand. Getting up early or staying up late won’t solve the problem because we aren’t wrestling against flesh and blood. “Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12).
Many of us don’t realize that most of the problems we face have less to do with people than they do with demons. Many of the trials, conflicts, and issues that arise in our lives are demonic attempts to keep us from our destiny. Yes, people are involved, but often they’re not the root of the problem. And unless we deal with the root on the mountain in combination with our responsibility in the valley, we will not win this war.



Spiritual Battles Are Tiring
Spiritual battles can be tiresome. “Moses’ hands were heavy” as he held the staff high on the hill (Exodus 17:12). He grew weary. He began to lose strength. The battle waged on long and hard, and Moses held his staff up in the air for so long that the weight began to accumulate. The staff didn’t weigh any more than it did at the start, but he had held it up for so long that it felt heavier than before.
Perhaps this has happened to you. When the trial goes on indefinitely, you begin to lose interest in reading your Bible. You find it hard to pray one more time. Holding out hope through trust in God seems like work.
The problem for Moses and the Israelites was that Moses got weary. As his arms drifted down, Amalek prevailed. So Aaron and Hur came up with a plan.
Then they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it; and Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side and one on the other. Thus his hands were steady until the sun set. So Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword (Exodus 17:12-13).

Aaron and Hur’s job was to support Moses’s hands. They were responsible to maintain the spiritual power by lifting up Moses’s tired arms.
One of the reasons I love God’s creation of the church is that it provides us with a place to find our own Aarons and Hurs. When life makes you tired, someone can come alongside you there and lift up your weary arms. Or you can come alongside someone else who’s ready to throw in the towel and give them the strength to keep connected with God. I often call that piggybacking on someone else’s faith when you are weary. That’s the ministry of the body of Christ to one another, just as Aaron and Hur aided Moses on the mountain while the men battled in the valley.
Unfortunately, some people in the body of Christ are too proud to accept the assistance of an Aaron or Hur. They think they can take care of things themselves. But battles can wear down even the strongest person, and everyone needs an Aaron or a Hur who will keep their spirit focused Godward and not allow them to lose sight of heaven in the midst of earth’s problems.
A man in our church came to my house one afternoon when I was preaching through this series on God’s names. He was distraught and wiped out. His head was down, and his hands were limp at his side. He was tired. Amalek showed up day after day in this man’s life, and he had questions for me.
“May I come visit you?” he asked on the phone that afternoon before he stopped in. I could hear the defeat in his voice. “Of course,” I said, “come on over.” So he did. And we sat there for about an hour as he described the challenges life kept throwing his way. I didn’t solve them for him. I didn’t bail him out of any situation. But I reminded him of the spiritual reality behind the physical problems. I reminded him of God’s victory, His power, and His presence. And as it was time to go, he left smiling, his head held high.
Sometimes we just need an Aaron or a Hur to help us reconnect with heaven. When we lose contact with the spiritual, we easily become defeated in the physical. Yet when we maintain contact with the spiritual, we prevail in the valleys of life.
Some of us are throwing in the towel when we’ve never raised the staff. We’re quitting the battle when we’ve never raised the bar. Joshua fought in the valley and Moses on the hill. As a result, “Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword” (verse 13). They prevailed over their enemies, just as you can prevail over yours.
Never Settle for a Halfway Victory
After the victory, God instructed Moses to write an account as a memorial. He wanted him to make a record of what had just happened. In this record, God made it clear that He would block out the memory of Amalek from under heaven entirely. He didn’t want the Israelites to be satisfied with a halfway victory, just as no doctor would want a cancer patient to be satisfied with a halfway cure. A halfway victory simply means there will be another battle to fight up ahead.
This is an important principle because far too many of us are content with halfway victories. We don’t mind hanging around with a little bit of evil, or we don’t mind if we give it visitation rights from time to time. The problem with evil, though, is that visitation rights soon become squatters’ rights, and soon we’re faced with a full-fledged war.
An alcoholic isn’t content to hang out with a little bit of alcohol. In order to kick that habit, an alcoholic usually needs to go all the way. This is what God sought for the Israelites with regard to the Amalekites. He wanted to erase their memory from the earth. Unfortunately, the Israelites didn’t keep their end of the agreement, and God had to later send the prophet Samuel to Saul, the king of Israel, to rebuke him for not carrying out His commands to annihilate the Amalekites entirely (1 Samuel 15:10-11). In a bit of poetic irony, an Amalekite later aided in Saul’s death (2 Samuel 1:8-10).
After the victory of Joshua in the valley and Moses on the mountain, Moses built an altar and gave it the name we’ve learned about through these principles in this chapter—Jehovah Nissi. This name means, “the Lord is my banner.”
The LORD said to Moses, “Write this in a book as a memorial and recite it to Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven.” Moses built an altar and named it The LORD is My Banner [Jehovah Nissi] (Exodus 17:14-15).

For many of us, holding up a banner is akin to holding up a flag or piece of cloth or material. But in biblical times, a banner could refer to any number of items. In this case, the banner was Moses’s staff of God. Most of us don’t have a staff of God. Yet God has given us a banner to use in our own day to deal with the realities and challenges of life.
I saw a movie several years ago that caused me to think of Jehovah Nissi and our banner. It was the movie Inception—one of my favorites. It was intriguing and suspenseful. The main characters could enter into people’s dreams. In fact, they could enter a dream of a dream. Or even a dream of a dream of a dream.
As you might imagine, the characters could easily and quickly become confused about what was real and what wasn’t. So the characters used a totem to determine whether they were in a dream or in reality.
The main character’s totem was a spinning top. He would spin the top, and if it remained spinning, he was in a dream. If it eventually stopped spinning, he was in the real world. This information was important because it informed him about what he could do. He could be much more risky in a dream because the consequences weren’t as severe. He had established ahead of time how he would operate if he were in a dream. But he would only operate that way if the top kept spinning. It was the tool he used to measure reality.
Stuff in life can get so confusing that we don’t know whether we’re coming or going. We don’t know whether we’re in or out, up or down—it gets crazy sometimes. We need a standard outside of ourselves that can tell us what is real and what is not. We need something outside of us to help us interpret reality and make decisions. We need an objective standard that isn’t tied to our emotions, thoughts, or desires. That standard is Jesus Christ. He is our banner.
In Numbers 21, we read an interesting story that foreshadows the banner of Christ. The people had rebelled against God, so God sent poisonous snakes that bit them. Many of the Israelites died. It didn’t matter where they went for help because what they were facing wasn’t a physical issue—it was a spiritual issue. Their disobedience led to a physical consequence, and they began to cry out to God for mercy.
In answer to their cries, God instructed Moses to put a bronze snake on a stick and hold it up high. He told Moses to let the people of Israel know that whoever looked at the snake on the stick (the banner lifted up) would live. But everyone who looked to their own solution or cure died. This is because God had lifted up just one banner, and only those who looked to it lived.
Friend, our Nissi today is Jesus Christ. “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life” (John 3:14-15). Whoever looks to Jesus, our banner, will live. Regardless of how good you are, how much you try, how much money you earn, how hard you work…all your good efforts will result in nothing if you don’t look to Christ, our banner, for your eternal victory.
Even if you’re doing everything you believe you’re supposed to do on earth, unless you are pointed toward Jesus Christ and operate under His will, His Word, and His standard, you won’t have the spiritual help you need to deal with the battles you face in the valley. If Jesus is just an addendum to your life and not the standard by which you determine reality and make decisions, you can do the best you can in the battle but still lose.
The solution to many of your Amalek problems is right in front of you. You might have been working for years, trying to solve something God can solve in a day. Yet He won’t solve it until you look to Him as your banner. Your hands may get heavy, and the devil will make you weary, but never be too proud to let Aaron and Hur come alongside you and help you lift them back up toward Jesus Christ.
And even though God may not always change your situation, He will change you in your situation so that you will have peace where there seems to be no peace. You will experience joy where you didn’t think you could have joy. You will know power where you thought there was no power, and patience when you didn’t think you could be patient. And when you would normally quit, you will continue on because when you look to Jehovah Nissi—Jesus Christ—His spiritual power will infuse your physical reality. Jesus is our staff (Isaiah 11:1,10).
Before you give up, look up. Fix your eyes on Jesus, your Nissi. Your victory has already been won. Like pro wrestlers who fight from a predetermined victory, you will always triumph (2 Corinthians 2:14) as Jesus leads you because He’s already defeated Satan by His work on the cross (Colossians 2:15). He has made us more than conquerors regardless of what life brings our way.
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JEHOVAH MEKODDISHKEM
THE LORD WHO SANCTIFIES
We’ve all seen No Trespassing signs. They post alerts that no unauthorized person should enter. They remind us that some places are off-limits unless we’ve been duly authorized to enter. A boundary has been set up to keep unwanted people out. We are warned not to make an illegal or illegitimate entry into an area where the sign is posted. In fact, the No Trespassing signs often include the warning, “Violators Will Be Prosecuted.”
The book of Leviticus is God’s No Trespassing sign. It’s where God clearly calls out His people to be set apart from the rest. In it, He implores them to a life of sanctification—of not allowing the world’s viewpoint and ways to trespass on their minds, bodies, or spirits.
With such treasured information about living a life of holiness before God, Leviticus is one of the most important books in the Bible. Yet it’s probably one of the least read. Many people read Genesis and Exodus and then skip Leviticus on their way to Numbers because Leviticus seems so out of touch with our real world. And yet Leviticus is a profound book when properly understood. In fact, you can’t truly appreciate the New Testament book of Hebrews without understanding Leviticus because much of what appears in Hebrews is based on God’s instructions in Leviticus.



Delivered for Destiny
At the close of Exodus, the people of Israel have exited Egypt. God’s people have been delivered from bondage and set on the path to their destiny. They’re on their way to the Promised Land in Canaan, which they will reach in the book of Numbers. Yet sandwiched between Exodus and Numbers is this unique book of Leviticus, which is sometimes referred to as the “book of life” because in it God sets out His desire and plan for His people to live in continual relationship with Him.
In Exodus, we discover why God delivered His people—so that they might worship Him. “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Let My people go that they may celebrate a feast to Me in the wilderness’ ” (Exodus 5:1). God repeatedly tells Pharaoh through Moses to let His people go so that they might worship Him.*
The book of Leviticus gives precepts and principles about how followers of God are to fellowship with Him in intimacy. It’s the blueprint to living life on earth. Through this abiding relationship with God, each of us can experience the abundant life Jesus promises in John 10:10.
God didn’t deliver the Israelites from bondage in Egypt just so they could be in bondage in Canaan. Rather, He delivered them so they could live out His destiny for them.
Likewise, God has a plan for each of us. We will realize it to its highest degree only when we align our lives in proper connection to Him, and that requires an understanding of and separation to His holiness through the process of sanctification. When our lives are sanctified, we best reflect the image of God, in whom we have been created.
The story is told of a child on her way home from church with her mom when she turned to her mother and said, “Mommy, the preacher’s sermon this morning confused me.”
“Oh? Why is that?” she asked.
The little girl responded, “Well, the preacher said that God is bigger than we are. Is that true?”
“Yes, He is,” her mom replied.
“And he also said that God lives in us. Is that also true, Mommy?”
Again, her mother answered yes.
“Well,” said the little girl, “if God is bigger than us and He lives in us, shouldn’t He show through?”
Each of us should ponder the little girl’s pragmatic question in our own walk with our Lord and Savior. This is exactly what God wants to do—reveal Himself, His glory, and His holiness (or sacredness) through our everyday lives.
This is one reason God delivered the Israelites from bondage in Egypt, and it’s one reason why He delivers us from the bondage of sin today through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ—to sanctify us so that in our intimacy with Him, He can “show through” us to others.
The Common, the Profane, and the Sacred
Throughout Leviticus, God is getting His children ready for their destiny by instructing them how to worship and walk with Him once they get there. God knows their success in the Promised Land will depend on their relationship with Him. He wants the best for them, so in this book of liturgy and life, He explains His expectations and the key to His provisions in this new chapter of their lives.
Three words will help you grasp the significance and meaning of the book of Leviticus, and I’d like us to look at them before moving on to the name of God we’ll be studying in this chapter. These words help us understand how this particular name of God applies to our everyday lives. The words are “common,” “profane,” and “sacred.” All things, actions, and people fall into one of these three categories.
That which is common, God has created as regular and ordinary. It exists for the general welfare and the general good of those involved. There is nothing special about it in any way.
That which is profane includes those things that are polluted, defiled, or contaminated. These are destructive actions, attitudes, and people.
That which is sacred is special to God and reflects His glory. These unique things include God’s presence, sanctions, and purposes.
Things that are common (or ordinary, or regular) remain common until you make them either profane or sacred. Common is that area where things remain in the neutral zone. They are neither bad nor good. They just are.
For example, the apostle Paul tells us in 1 Timothy 4:4, “Everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with gratitude.” But then Paul goes on to say that these things are sanctified by means of the Word of God and prayer (verse 5).
Consider another example—the days of the week. When God created and divided up the days of the week, He declared each day to be good. When He arrived at Saturday, Scripture tells us that He rested and sanctified that day as holy (Genesis 2:3).
Sanctifying the seventh day didn’t make the other six days bad. In fact, God had already declared them to be good. It just meant they were not sanctified days. God set apart the seventh day to make it holy. That day was special because God did something special on that day. It was so special, in fact, that God later instructed His people to remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy, to remember the sabbatical year to keep it holy, and to remember the Year of Jubilee as a sanctified season as well. These days and years were set apart to God, and He would reveal Himself in a new way through them.



The God Who Sanctifies
With this background of the differences between common, profane, and sacred, we come to our next name of God. It appears in the book of Leviticus as part of God’s instructions on how we’re to maximize our fellowship with Him and fulfill the destinies to which we’ve been called. We read, “You shall consecrate yourselves therefore and be holy, for I am the LORD your God. You shall keep My statutes and practice them; I am the LORD who sanctifies you” (Leviticus 20:7-8).
This is another compound name of God. It combines a name we’ve previously looked at, Jehovah, with the name Mekoddishkem. It’s sometimes condensed to Jehovah M’kaddesh. This name simply means, “the Lord who sanctifies.”
The word kaddesh (“to sanctify”) appears hundreds of times in the Bible, but the compound connection of this word with Jehovah appears only twice—here and in Exodus 31:13: “But as for you, speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ”You shall surely observe My sabbaths; for this is a sign between Me and you throughout your generations, that you may know that I am the LORD who sanctifies you.’ ”
The name Jehovah Mekoddishkem is important to us in our everyday life because this name takes us beyond our mere existence or the motions of life. Jehovah Mekoddishkem is a life-giving name. Nestled in Leviticus, the “book of life” itself, is the secret to experiencing all the life God has for us to experience.
God goes into a lot of detail throughout Scripture concerning our need to be sanctified. But one of the places He emphasizes it is in this passage where the name appears in Leviticus. He reminds the Israelites that He is the God who brought them out of slavery, out of Egypt, and that He did this for a purpose. He did this to be Jehovah Mekoddishkem to them. He did this in order to sanctify them. He did this then just as now He seeks to sanctify you and me today through the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
The name Jehovah Mekoddishkem is a little different from the other names we’re studying. This name of God infuses power into our lives when we receive by faith everything He seeks to do in and through us. It signifies an action done to us—God’s action of sanctifying us.
In Leviticus, God gives us some of the reasons why we are to be sanctified by Him.
You are therefore to keep all My statutes and all My ordinances and do them, so that the land to which I am bringing you to live will not spew you out. Moreover, you shall not follow the customs of the nation which I will drive out before you, for they did all these things, and therefore I have abhorred them. Hence I have said to you, “You are to possess their land, and I Myself will give it to you to possess it, a land flowing with milk and honey.” I am the LORD your God, who has separated you from the peoples…Thus you are to be holy to Me, for I the LORD am holy; and I have set you apart from the peoples to be Mine (Leviticus 20:22-24,26).

God knew that the Israelites were headed into a land of plenty—and a land of temptation. In that land would be the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Jebusites, and many more. These people wouldn’t be living according to God’s standards. They wouldn’t be making their decisions according to His kingdom worldview.
God knew that when His people reached their destiny, they would be surrounded by people who thought differently, looked different, walked differently, talked differently, believed differently, and lived according to another agenda. God didn’t want their standards to become His people’s standards once they arrived in His Promised Land.
This is because His covenantal covering depended on their relationship with Him. And He knew that if they adopted the ways of the world in which they lived, the world would soon overpower them, and the land would spew them out.
In order to retain His covenantal protection and provision, they were to maintain their uniqueness—their holiness—before Him. He said that when they did that, He Himself would drive out their enemies from the land. Yet if they joined their enemies and became like them, they would be defeated. They would not taste the victory He had promised to them because that taste came as a result of their sanctification by Him. He is Jehovah Mekoddishkem, the Lord who sanctifies.
Sanctification is the process of God setting us apart from sin and unrighteousness and to His person and purposes. He makes us unique, set apart, and holy. We live all of life under God and His comprehensive rule according to His kingdom agenda.
So, what exactly does it mean to be sanctified, and how do we become sanctified? The term “sanctify” and its various forms are often used in both the Old and New Testaments. It essentially means “to set apart, to separate.” A number of other words, such as “holy,” “consecrated,” and “sacred” carry a similar meaning.
All of these words are synonyms or derivatives of “sanctify.” Something becomes sanctified when it’s set apart from the common, ordinary, and regular things of life. It’s made to be special, unique, one of a kind. It transfers from the realm of the common into the realm of the sacred. This applies to people too.
Many of us have sanctified places in our homes. When I was growing up in my parents’ home, the sanctified place was the living room. Regardless of the occasion, we were not allowed to play in the living room. In fact, to this day, plastic still covers the furniture in my parents’ living room so that it will remain set apart from everyday use. My parents almost never go in the living room unless they have visitors. Certainly, it’s just a common room in the house by design, but because it isn’t treated like a common room, it has become set apart as sacred, or unique.
Perhaps you have sanctified dishes (china). They aren’t used for common, everyday meals. They’re brought out for some holidays, visits from guests, or other special occasions. Your regular dishes may be in a plain cupboard, but the place that holds your china is probably more expensive and displays the dishes’ splendor because they are sacred—special, costly, and unique.
All through the Bible, God sets apart His holy things and people. To an even greater degree, we’re to treat Him as sanctified. He begins the Ten Commandments by reminding the Israelites who He is and then giving the command to always put Him first. He says, “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before Me” (Exodus 20:2-3). We are commanded to set God apart from all else. God is not to be one among many gods. He is to be sanctified and treated as the unique person He is.



Sanctification Begins Within
In 1 Thessalonians 5:23, we discover a method God uses to encourage the sanctification process in us. “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
When God says He wants to sanctify us entirely, that’s another way of saying we need to be totally transformed. It’s the process of spiritual growth by which God progressively makes us more like Jesus Christ. It begins the moment we’re saved and will continue until the day we die.
God is busy transforming us from the inside out. Please notice the order of transformation in this verse. God’s transformation of us begins inwardly, in our spirits, and then proceeds out from there to our souls and finally to our bodies. This order is all-important because it means that outward performance alone will never get us where God wants us to be. We will never be able to please God by performance alone. The body, representing our outward actions, comes last in the order of transformation for a very simple reason.
The problem with a thief, for example, isn’t in his hands. The problem is in his mind or spirit, which is telling him that stealing is fine. Transform the spirit, and the hands will follow. Otherwise, you can handcuff a thief and take him away, but he will still be a thief inside and proceed to steal when given the opportunity.
Too many Christians want to access God’s power over sins or bad habits in their lives without being truly transformed within. But God starts with the spirit because our spirit is the part of our being united with His Spirit in us. When God strengthens and matures us in our spirit, then our soul (by which we are conscious of ourselves) and our body (through which we engage with the outside world) will fall in line.
Sanctification goes much deeper than merely conforming to external rules or regulations. It involves aligning our spirit with the Spirit of Christ in us. It’s not holiness by externalism, but rather a holiness that stems from within and affects the external. First John 2:15 tells us, “Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.”
Let’s be completely honest in our discussion of sanctification by admitting that the world can often be fun. It offers enjoyment in a number of ways, and fun is not necessarily wrong. In fact, the Bible encourages us that all good things have been given to us by God.
When God tells us not to love the world, He’s not sentencing us to a life of boredom. Rather, He’s warning us not to adopt the worldview that is out of step with His standards. When we adopt the world’s standards as our own, we’re no longer distinct from the world. We lose the manifestation of God’s sanctifying work in us.
To experience the fullness of God’s sanctifying power within, we need to consecrate ourselves to Him. As we read earlier, “You shall consecrate yourselves therefore and be holy, for I am the LORD your God. You shall keep My statutes and practice them; I am the LORD who sanctifies you” (Leviticus 20:7-8).
God doesn’t sanctify us until we consecrate ourselves to Him. In other words, God responds to our decision to become consecrated. He doesn’t force us to make that decision.
Friend, you’ll never experience the power of God driving things out, changing things around, flipping things over, or working through you until He sees that you’ve consecrated yourself to Him. The effect of His sanctifying work is directly tied to the depth of your consecration. Keep in mind that verse 7 comes before verse 8. Your consecration comes before His sanctification in your life.
Perhaps you’re not seeing God’s supernatural hand in your life because you’re too tied to this world and the world’s way of thinking. God offers all the power you need to fully experience the abundant life, but you access that power through your own personal consecration.
Our church has a complete workout facility in a building we call the Family Life Center. This facility has everything a person needs to develop and maintain a fit body. At one point in my life, I was in the habit of getting up at 5:30 in the morning, using the treadmill at our home, and then going over to the workout facility to lift weights. Yet somewhere along the line, my schedule began to get heavier than normal, and I started putting off my routine trip to the gym. Before I knew it, I hadn’t set foot in the place for a month or more. Then an occassional visit would occur, but nothing steady. Entire months began to slip by with only a visit here or there. Definitely nothing to achieve the workout goals I had in mind.
An excellent workout facility had been provided to me with all the necessary equipment for cardio and strength training and fitness. The entire facility had been “set apart” for those who wanted to achieve greater conditioning at a dedicated facility. Yet unless I chose to consecrate myself to actually show up there and do the work I needed to do, I wasn’t about to receive the benefits that come from that “sanctified” gym.
You might be wondering what a gym has to do with the name we’re studying in this chapter. In Hebrews 10:10, we read that the the blood of Jesus sanctifies us. Our sanctification has been completely bought and paid for. Every provision has been made for each of us to live out the full and abundant life. Yet God will not allow you or me to benefit from the sanctification He has purchased until we decide to live out that sanctification.
Until you consecrate your life to Him, Jehovah Mekoddishkem will remain just a name to you—difficult to pronouce and even more difficult to experience. Yet when you consecrate yourself, you will begin to experience His transformation in your life. You’ll begin to lose the desire for the world’s way of doing things, and you’ll align more of your life with God Himself.
A while ago I made the decision to cut most sugar out of my life. I knew it wasn’t healthy for me, and so I chose to eliminate desserts and other sources of sugar. At first, I struggled with this decision as my cravings reminded me of what I had given up. Yet before I knew it, because I remained consecrated to my decision, I lost most if not all of my desire to eat sugary foods.
A similar thing happens when you choose to consecrate your life to God. At first, you may struggle with wanting to go back to your own way of thinking, but as you continue to align your heart, thoughts, and actions with His Word, God Himself will remove the desire for the world in you. In its place you will find a desire for Him and His agenda.
This sanctification ought to appear so naturally in your life that in time, people on your job or around you will notice a difference in you. Now, I didn’t say they will notice that you’re crazy, but they will notice that you’re marching out of step with the culture and in cadence with the drumbeat of God.



Counting the Cost of Consecration
In Luke 14:31-32, Jesus tells us to count the cost of being a kingdom disciple. He refers to a king who sat down to count the cost of going into battle. Now let me throw you a little twist. I think we’ve been preaching and teaching this incorrectly.
This story is usually presented as the disciple counting the cost to see whether he or she has what it takes to be a disciple. But the king is the one counting the cost, not the army. I believe this is God counting the cost of making us His disciples, not our counting the cost of following Him.
In other words, this is the King deciding whether we meet the standard to be in His army. This is the King’s measurement of our consecration. Are we the kind of people He can put into the battle and benefit from? Or are we so caught up in ourselves and in our own desires that we will miss or avoid His plan should He reveal it to us?
Peter tells us we are to consecrate ourselves to God. He says, “Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts” (1 Peter 3:15). As I mentioned earlier, this is first and foremost an internal decision to align our thoughts and mind with the truth of God. This isn’t just a decision for Sundays. It’s the way you view your life. It’s the way you roll. It’s to be your flow.
In one of my favorite chapters in Scripture, Paul gives us a visual illustration of what it means to sanctify God in our hearts.
I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will (Romans 12:1-2 NIV).

In order to see God’s manifest power on earth, you must do more than decide to become a Christian by trusting in Jesus Christ for your salvation. Yes, salvation will get you to heaven through justification. Yet sanctification through consecration will get heaven to visit you down here. The difference between a decision maker and a sanctified follower of Christ is simply consecration.
Paul is telling us in this passage that God wants us to present ourselves to Him. He wants you to put you on the altar. You are to present your life—that means all of you—to Him on His altar. Keep in mind that in the Old Testament, when a sacrifice was placed on an altar, the priest didn’t put just the head or the arm or some other portion of the lamb on the altar. He put the whole thing on the altar.
Too many believers have put a portion of their time, talents, and treasures on God’s altar and assumed it’s good enough. It is not. God wants all of you to be given to Him.
In fact, throughout Scripture we read that anytime God wanted to do something big for His people, He always required a sacrifice first, a demonstration of their consecration and commitment.
Worship isn’t simply singing songs on a Sunday. True worship, according to Romans 12, is giving yourself to God in your entirety. True worship includes sanctification.
Unfortunately, today we have too many Christians who give God only a little bit here or there and then think they’ve given enough. Then they wonder why God isn’t showing up miraculously in their lives. The reason is that God has asked us, His followers, to climb up on His altar and give Him our all.
Some believers climb up on the altar and then climb back off. Yet Jehovah Mekoddishkem has asked all of us to live our lives as living sacrifices. Quite literally, a sacrifice is a dead thing. So the truest interpretation of this term is that we are to be a “living dead-thing.” We are to be alive to God and His desires and will while simultaneously being dead to our sinful nature and our own will.
In this, we are consecrated to Him and therefore sanctified by Him, our Jehovah Mekoddishkem.
* Exodus 4:23; 7:16; 8:1,20; 9:1,13; 10:3. The NASB uses the word “serve” in these verses, but the NIV and NLT use the word “worship.”
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JEHOVAH RAPHA
THE LORD WHO HEALS
The growth of hospitals, clinics, and counseling centers and the increased use of psychiatric drugs give stark reality to the pain, hurt, sickness, and brokenness in our lives. At the church where I pastor, we list people’s names in the bulletin each week who have asked for prayer for physical healing. Every week I read through and pray over those names, amazed once again at how many people are in such dire need.
Yet what we don’t put in the bulletin every week are those people who need healing in their emotions, circumstances, or relationships. They may not have a diagnosed physical ailment, but they still feel sick. If I were to tell you I was sick, your first thought would be that something was wrong with my body. But if I were to tell you I was sick and tired, you would know that I was referring to emotional or relational pain.
None of us are enjoying a perfect, pain-free life. We all need to be made well because of something that is broken in our bodies, emotions, or situations. We may need to be healed of pain from the past or anguish in the present. Many people need healing from uncertainty about their future. Whatever the case, the need for healing in most people’s lives is real and deep.
I know individuals who have gone to doctors because of ailments or mysterious symptoms, but the doctors weren’t able to pinpoint the causes. Consequently, these patients weren’t given prescriptions for healing, and often the symptoms only worsened.
The name of God we’re going to look at in this chapter focuses specifically on His power to heal. That name is Jehovah Rapha, “the Lord who heals.” The revelation of this strong name comes on the heels of a great miracle. The backdrop is found in the book of Exodus, where we read, “Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea” (Exodus 15:22).
Now, we know about the Red Sea. Whether we read about it in the Bible or saw Charlton Heston lift the rod of Moses and watched the waters part on our TVs, we’re familiar with God’s deliverance of Israel from the Egyptian army.
The Israelites had found themselves caught between a rock and a wet place. Pharaoh was on one side, coming to re-enslave them, and on the other side stood a very wet and wide body of water.
The Israelites couldn’t go back, and they certainly couldn’t go forward. They were stuck right where they were. Yet seemingly out of nowhere, God performed a miracle. He parted the sea, dried up the ground, and allowed the Israelites to pass through to the other side. Then when the Egyptians came in after them, God closed the walls of water, and the Egyptian army drowned.
No human strategy or intervention could have gotten the Israelites out of the situation they were in. It took a miracle to pull them out of it—a miracle that every person experienced, witnessed, and benefited from personally.
As might be expected, the Israelites broke out into a praise and worship service following this miraculous intervention by God. Exodus 15:1-3 gives us a glimpse into the people’s hearts and emotions.
Then Moses and the sons of Israel sang this song to the LORD, and said,

“I will sing to the LORD, for He is highly exalted;



The horse and its rider He has hurled into the sea.



The LORD is my strength and song,



And He has become my salvation;



This is my God, and I will praise Him;



My father’s God, and I will extol Him.



The LORD is a warrior;



The LORD is His name.”



The Israelites were on an emotional and spiritual high, exultantly confident in God as He had just demonstrated Himself before them. But then we read that the Israelites “went out into the wilderness of Shur” (verse 22). Having just come through water, they hit dry land—very dry land. The wilderness isn’t exactly an exciting place to be, but it was the only way they could get to where God was taking them.
In other words, the only way to get from Egypt (where they had been delivered from) to Canaan (where they were being delivered to) was through the wilderness. That’s a key principle in our study in this chapter. Often the only way to get from where you are to where you need to go is through the wilderness. Now, nobody wants to go through the wilderness, but typically there is no other way to get to Canaan. Like the Israelites, we often have to go through a dry place.
Unfortunately for the Israelites, their wilderness literally had no water. Scripture tells us they had no water for three days, and when they eventually found water, it was undrinkable. “And they went three days in the wilderness and found no water. When they came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of Marah, for they were bitter; therefore it was named Marah” (verses 22-23).
The human body can sustain itself only so long without water. Three days earlier they had stood in desperate need of a miracle at the edge of a large body of water with Pharaoh and his army coming after them. Now they stood in desperate need of a miracle at a small body of water that was too bitter to drink.
They had finally come upon some water only to find it unable to meet their need. They faced a physical need for healing and refreshment, and their hopes had probably taken a hit after having seen the water in the distance only to discover it was too bitter to drink. So the Israelites did what we normally do when things don’t work out the way we want them to—they complained (verse 24). Three days after the great praise and worship festival, they moved from thanksgiving to grumbling.
The miracle at the Red Sea and the problem at Marah dealt with the same thing—water. The Israelites had come through water only to run out of water. They had seen that God could do miracles with water, but now they weren’t so sure. Their dilemma resulted in a complaint session because their water problem had no visible solution.
It didn’t take long for them to forget what God had done—what God can do.
The Israelites’ situation at Marah teaches us an important principle to remember when we’re facing a problem: God has a purpose for your pain. He had a reason for allowing the Israelites to go through this difficult scenario. Verse 25 tells us He used it as a test. “There He made for them a statute and regulation, and there He tested them.” In other words, water wasn’t a problem. Water was a test.
When I was in school, my teachers tested me only on things I was supposed to know. I don’t remember a teacher testing me on subjects that hadn’t yet been taught. In fact, no good teacher would test a pupil on material he or she had not yet covered. A test reveals whether the student was paying attention when the information was delivered.
The information God had given to the Israelites three days before Marah was that He was bigger than water. He was more powerful than water. He was greater than water. God could intervene in their water problem in a way they couldn’t anticipate or predict. And three days after God taught the Israelites His lesson on water, He tested them on it—He gave them a water test.
God was leading Moses, and Moses had taken the Israelites straight into their test. He hadn’t led them outside of God’s will—an important point to note. You could be in a dry land even while being in God’s will. You could be in God’s will and not have a job. You could be in God’s will and not experience perfect physical health. You could be in God’s will and have relational difficulties. You could be in God’s will and still run into a dry spell, just as the Israelites had done. God often uses these situations to administer a test.
This is because tests (or trials) are designed to do two things: They demonstrate whether we’ve been paying attention to the lessons we’ve learned, and they give God opportunities to reveal something new about Himself, which develops our character and strengthens our faith.
The story is told of a young boy who discovered a cocoon in a backyard tree. He studied the cocoon carefully, looking for some sign of life. At last, several days later, the boy saw what he had been waiting for. Inside the filmy shell, a newly formed butterfly was struggling to get out.
Filled with compassion for the tiny creature, the boy used his pocket-knife to enlarge the hole. Exhausted, the butterfly tumbled out and lay there. But the boy didn’t realize that the struggle to escape was designed to strengthen the butterfly’s muscles and prepare it for flight. With an act of compassion, the boy had inadvertently crippled and ultimately doomed the butterfly.
The night before Jesus was crucified, He prayed to His Father, asking Him not to take us out of the world, but to keep us safe in the world. The goal, Jesus realized, wasn’t to steer around difficulty, but to navigate safely through it.
That concept troubles some of us. We seem to think Christianity is designed to be a lifetime of smooth sailing. Not true. Imagine a basketball player stumbling to the sidelines and saying, “Well, coach, I would have scored, but every time I went up to make a shot, some guy from the other team had his hand in front of my face.” It doesn’t take a veteran coach to arrive at an answer. “The guy from the other team is supposed to have his hand in your face. That’s the way the game is played. It’s his job to do all he can to prevent your success.” In basketball and in life, obstacles are inevitable.
Letting patience have its perfect effect means we must not lay down our pencils halfway through the test. Even if you have answered each question correctly, quitting halfway through limits your score to 50 percent—an F in most schools.
Working through our tests from beginning to end is much easier when we understand that God has a purpose for our problems. As with the butterfly in the cocoon, reaching our destination isn’t the entire goal. The process of getting there is equally important.
God understands that the process is as important as the result. The journey through the wilderness is as important as the arrival at the Promised Land. That’s why He sometimes doesn’t deliver us from certain situations, but allows us to face them.
Here is how you know you’re failing the test—you begin complaining. We read earlier that when the Israelites reached the waters at Marah, they grumbled. They said amen and hallelujah on Sunday at the Red Sea, but they hit rock bottom on Wednesday and began to complain.
Friend, God sends tests to see whether you paid attention when He revealed new information with you. He doesn’t just take your word for it.
Every summer I go to the doctor’s office for an annual exam. I sit in his office, and he asks me, “Tony, how are you feeling?”
If I had a good year overall, I answer, “I’m feeling fine.”
But that’s not the end of my appointment. The doctor doesn’t take my word for it. Instead, he attaches electronic probes all over my body. Then he sticks me on a treadmill. Next he makes the treadmill go faster and faster up an incline because he wants to know the real condition of my heart.
My heart might feel fine to me, but it might not actually be fine. The doctor can determine the strength of my heart only by measuring it under stress. So he creates a stressful situation. He tests my heart to determine whether the way I feel is really how I am. I could have good feelings but still have a bad heart.
Living the Christian life is no different. You can come to church every week, sing worship songs, memorize Bible verses, serve on a variety of committees, and assume that your heart, faith, and soul are strong. You can even say, “I love You, God. You are so good. I’ll follow You, God. I’ll do whatever You say.”
But God doesn’t simply take your word for it. He tests you and me because He wants what is best for us. He tests us because He’s getting ready to do something amazing in our lives. He tests us by putting us in stressful situations—just as He did with the Israelites. He tests us to reveal whether we’re truly looking to Him as our Source or we’re looking elsewhere.
I often hear people say, “God will not put more on me than I can bear.”
Let me debunk that myth right now with a brief glance at the life of Paul. In 2 Corinthians 1:8, Paul wrote, “For we do not want you to be unaware, brethren, of our affliction…that we were burdened excessively, beyond our strength, so that we despaired even of life.”
If ever there was a hopeless test, Paul was in it. Paul hadn’t done anything to cause it. In fact, he had followed God’s leading straight into a place of despair. If you share similar feelings today, you’re in good company.
God sometimes allows seemingly hopeless situations in our lives in order to direct our focus to Him and reveal the true nature of our faith. We may feel like giving up because no one can fix the situation we’re in. All our human resources have been depleted.
But Paul reveals a key principle in his next statement. “Indeed, we had the sentence of death within ourselves so that we would not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead…He on whom we have set our hope” (verses 9-10).
In order to take Paul deeper in faith, God put him in a situation that his résumé, abilities, and connections couldn’t change. Why? So that Paul would learn to trust God.
Is God being mean in these situations? We may think so when we’re going through them, but He’s actually trying to take us deeper. In these hopeless scenarios, when we see no way up, over, or out, God somehow ultimately “raises the dead” for us and becomes real to us at a level we never knew Him at before.
At the Red Sea, the Israelites apparently hadn’t learned that God is greater than water, so God decided to teach them again at Marah. We read that after Moses cried out to God on behalf of the grumbling group, “the LORD showed him a tree; and he threw it into the waters, and the waters became sweet” (Exodus 15:25).
Tossing a tree into polluted water is most definitely an unorthodox way to purify it, but then again, raising a staff is an unnatural way to part a body of water. Through this second miracle, God revealed once again that He is more powerful than anything the Israelites could face.



The Lord Who Heals
After a second miracle in just three days, God discloses to the Israelites the meaning behind the test—He gives them a deeper glimpse into who He is. Once He got their undivided attention, He told them more about Himself. We’ve looked at the beginning verse already, but I’ll include it again as the backdrop.
There He made for them a statute and regulation, and there He tested them. And He said, “If you will give earnest heed to the voice of the LORD your God, and do what is right in His sight, and give ear to His commandments, and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have put on the Egyptians; for I, the LORD [Jehovah], am your healer [Rapha]” (Exodus 15:25-26).

God used the water to teach the Israelites a lesson about His name—Jehovah Rapha. The Israelites couldn’t drink the water because it was bitter, and the bitterness was an indication of something much worse. The water had somehow become polluted, diseased, or bacterially infested. It was undrinkable.
Living in America, we sometimes forget how important clean water is to sustaining our health. Yet according to United Nations statistics, close to 800 million people still don’t have access to clean water each day. The UN issued a statement not long ago that more people die annually from polluted water than from war. When a person doesn’t live in an area where water purification techniques are in place, any contact with water could bring illness and even death.
On first glance, most of us who reside in America may not see the immediate connection between the name Jehovah Rapha and the Israelites’ test at the bitter waters of Marah, but for those who understand the danger of polluted water, the connection is clear. And through this connection, God ties the manifestation of His name to aligning all of life under Him and His commands.
Why did God put all of the diseases on the Egyptians while the Israelites were living in their land? Because the Egyptians didn’t seek Him as the one true God. Rather, they worshipped idols, resulting in impure hearts. These impure hearts likewise resulted in the ten plagues, which no doubt brought illness, disease, and emotional issues on those they affected.
At Marah, God was telling the Israelites they could experience the pain of the unrighteous when they adopt the lifestyle and mindset of the unrighteous. He reminded them just who was the source of all healing, all provision, and all life, first through the parting of water and now through the purification of water.
Before we go further, I want to emphasize that the name Jehovah Rapha is not a guarantee that no one will ever get sick. If that were the case, pure-hearted followers of Jesus Christ would never die. That’s not what this name is referring to.
The Bible almost always ties healing to the sin that caused the problem. We see this connection in various passages.
 “Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget none of His benefits; who pardons all your iniquities, who heals all your diseases” (Psalm 103:2-3).
 “Where will you be stricken again, as you continue in your rebellion? The whole head is sick and the whole heart is faint” (Isaiah 1:5-6).
 “Is anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the church and they are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him” (James 5:14-15).
Sometimes people get sick simply because of old age, or because of pollutants in the air, or because of what they eat…but that isn’t the sickness God is speaking of when He reveals Himself as Jehovah Rapha. He’s talking about the diseases He Himself put on the Egyptians because the Egyptians were in rebellion against Him. You won’t have to face those diseases when your heart is aligned under Him and His ways.
God says (in my Tony Evans’s paraphrase), “Here’s the lesson I want to teach you from Marah: If you will follow My instructions, I will heal your bodies, emotions, relationships, and circumstances. But if you choose to walk the way the rest of the world does, you will not be immune from the world’s diseases.”
Friend, the Israelites needed protection from the disease-carrying and bitter waters of Marah, and God provided a tree to make the water sweet. Perhaps today you’re facing bitterness of a different sort, but God can make even the bitter sweet when you align your life under Him.
When you will pick up the tree, even though that seems odd and unconventional, and toss it in those bitter waters, the healing will come. In other words, it will come when you do the thing God has instructed you to do—not because it makes any sense at all, but because it doesn’t have to make sense. After all, He is God.
When you take your car to a drive-through car wash, it enters dirty and exits clean. But you need to do something as you enter that car wash. If you don’t do it, you won’t end up with a clean car. You have to put your car in neutral. If you don’t yield the direction of your car to the car wash itself, you won’t experience the purification that comes from the cleansing water.
Too many Christians want to come to church, read their Bibles, or say their prayers without yielding to God, without surrendering to His rule in their lives. And yet they wonder why their hearts, minds, and bodies aren’t healed. The reason is clear—they’re not fully experiencing God’s healing touch because they haven’t yielded to His control.
God says if you want to be in charge, you’ll have to suffer the consequences—you’ll have to fight diseases and disasters on your own. The key to your healing is having faith that if you submit to God’s divine authority, He will address everything you need in your life. When you do this, God restores your health and heals your wounds (Jeremiah 30:13-17).
The key to your difficult circumstances, relationships, and illness is in the statutes and commandments of God. When you live in the illumination of those statutes and commandments, you’ll find the purity you need to live abundantly.
I was raised in Baltimore, Maryland, and without fail on every Saturday in the summer my dad would bring home a watermelon. I vividly remember him coming through the door time after time with a big, ripe, juicy watermelon, slicing it open, and giving each of us a piece.
Now I live in Texas, and I haven’t seen many people here in Texas do what we did next in Maryland. When my dad handed us a slice of watermelon, we put salt all over it. For most of us, salt and watermelon don’t seem to go together. But if you’ve eaten a slice of watermelon with salt on it, you understand that the salt makes what is already juicy even juicier. It makes what is already sweet even sweeter. It makes what is already tasty even tastier. It doesn’t necessarily make sense to put salt on watermelon, but it does make it savory.
God’s ways of addressing the bitter situations in life won’t always make sense. Just as God instructed Moses to throw a stick into the water, He may instruct you to do something that doesn’t seem to add up. But when you will align your thoughts and actions under His ordinances and statutes, you will discover that He can turn anything into something far better than you could have ever imagined.
This is exactly why I love the ending to the narrative in which we discover the name Jehovah Rapha—because it demonstrates that when you align yourself under God in order to live in light of His healing power, He can give you more than enough. Exodus 15:27 says, “Then they came to Elim where there were twelve springs of water and seventy date palms, and they camped there beside the waters.”
Here we’ve gone from no water to bitter water to purified water to plenty of water. A spring isn’t just a pool of water. Rather, it’s a continual flow of fresh and pure water.
After God taught the Israelites and revealed to them His name, Jehovah Rapha, He immediately took them to Elim, where there was more than enough of a good thing for everyone. But notice that the Israelites didn’t get to Elim by skipping Marah. They got to Elim by going through the test at Marah. They discovered Elim once they discovered Jehovah Rapha.
God may be saying something to you right now. You might feel as if you’re stuck at a bitter place in your life. You may not see the way out or be able to locate the source of healing for the sicknesses that plague you physically or emotionally. But God would love to take you to Elim, where you can enjoy your own private spring if you will simply learn the lesson of Marah and align your thoughts, heart, and actions under Him in full faith, belief, and trust.
The book of John tells us that this is your destiny if you will but seek Christ as Lord and Savior over your life. “Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, ‘If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, “From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water” ’ ” (7:37-38).
You yourself will be a spring! You will not only experience health in your own mind, body, and relationships, you will also become a blessing that God uses to bring health to others.
When Naaman obeyed God, he received healing in his body (2 Kings 5). When Daniel obeyed God, he became healthier than all the other youths (Daniel 1). Friend, doing life God’s way is the secret to healing and freedom from the trappings that often weigh us down.
Even in the midst of our struggles, hurts, bitterness, and pain, God has a way to sweeten the waters and heal our bodies, souls, and spirits. He can use the pain and the suffering to make us stronger.
He is Jehovah Rapha.
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JEHOVAH TSIDKENU
THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS
Several years ago, my father was somewhat ill for weeks. When I visited him in Baltimore, I asked him if he had gone to the doctor, and he told me he had. So then I asked him what the doctor had told him. He gave me a detailed overview of what the doctor had diagnosed and instructed him to do.
“So is that what you’re doing?” I asked.
“No,” he said.
“So what are you doing?” I asked, perplexed.
“I’m changing doctors.”
My father didn’t like what his first doctor had said and how he had wanted Dad to address a health issue in his life, so Dad simply changed doctors. As I was thinking about this situation some time later, it occurred to me that this is similar to what many of us do with God when we don’t like what He tells us to do or when He prescribes a solution to our problems that we don’t agree with. We just switch gods. We go to a god who is a little more convenient, adaptive, and flexible to our lifestyle, values, and goals.
The Israelites were doing just that when God revealed the next name we will consider. They had departed from following the one true God and were following foreign gods who were more lenient toward the Israelites’ desires and lifestyle. This name is Jehovah Tsidkenu, “the Lord our righteousness.”
Before we begin our study of this particular name, I want to talk briefly about the book of Jeremiah, where the only two occurrences of the name Jehovah Tsidkenu are found. It is one of the most discouraging books in the Bible. If you’re feeling depressed, Jeremiah isn’t the book you want to read.
One of the reasons Jeremiah is so depressing is that it chronicles a time when Judah (the southern kingdom) was wandering from God and experiencing a decline. Israel (the northern kingdom) had long since departed from God and been deported by the king of Assyria. Now the remainder of God’s people were about to go under the judgment of the king of Babylon because they, too, had chosen to turn from God.
We learn a fundamental principle from this period in Israel’s history—the further you depart from God, the more you invite decline and devolution into your life. This is because the very essence of God is life, so when you put God on the periphery of life—when you remove Him from the core of who you are—you will deteriorate as a result.
In this particular situation, Israel had gone after other gods to meet their needs, thus leading to the decline of their civilization and culture. The book of Jeremiah details the warning of impending judgment the Israelites were to face due to their rebellion against God.
Jeremiah addresses Israel’s leadership. “ ‘Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of My pasture!’ declares the LORD” (23:1). God says that the shepherds, those in spiritual leadership, were creating more confusion than clarity concerning who He is. Rather than using their position of influence over the Israelites to guide and direct God’s people toward Him, the leaders were actually driving the people away from God.
We see a similar thing happening in our contemporary culture, where God’s Word—His standard—seems to be compromised on many levels. We witness pulpits that appear to be succumbing to the culture rather than proclaiming the Scripture, which stands above the culture. We hear debates among ministers that make us scratch our heads, especially on topics that are clearly outlined in God’s Word. A mist in the pulpit becomes a fog in the pew. This is why God issues His stern warning directly at Israel’s spiritual leadership. He holds them accountable for the people’s wrong actions and choices.
All of this destruction in the culture leads us to the introduction of this unique name of God. After God declares that the spiritual leaders of this time were failing miserably at what He wanted them to do, God says He is going to raise up new leaders who will guide His people according to His plan.
“I will also raise up shepherds over them and they will tend them; and they will not be afraid any longer, nor be terrified, nor will any be missing,” declares the LORD.

“Behold, the days are coming,” declares the LORD,



“When I will raise up for David a righteous Branch;



And He will reign as king and act wisely



And do justice and righteousness in the land.



In His days Judah will be saved,



And Israel will dwell securely;



And this is His name by which He will be called,



‘The LORD our righteousness [Jehovah Tsidkenu]’ ”



(Jeremiah 23:4-6).



In this situation, God reveals another aspect of Himself through His name. He combines Jehovah, which means the self-revealing God, along with Tsidkenu, which stands for righteousness. By identifying Himself this way, God proclaimed His righteousness in the midst of the cultural chaos of the day.
God says His people will no longer be afraid, terrified, or missing. He says they will be saved and dwell securely. When the leadership understands and knows Jehovah Tsidkenu, the people will understand and know Him as well, and the result will be peace.
Unfortunately today we’re living in a time of “values clarification.” We like to think that this is something new to our modern and progressive mind. But values clarification reaches back into the annals of time. In fact, in Judges 21:25, we see that everyone clarified his own values and “did what was right in his own eyes.”
Values clarification distorts a standard set of objective values. In academia or education, it includes identifying who or what decides what is right or wrong. Some people suggest that the majority should decide. Others suggest that each person should decide. The list goes on and on.
However, the Lord wanted His shepherds to know that He is the standard by which everything else should be measured. He is the bar that separates right from wrong. His name is the name by which we distinguish good from bad.
Righteousness can be defined as the standard required for people to be acceptable to God. It’s the divinely ordained value of rightness. Righteousness comes from God, so only He can define true righteousness. Wrongness can be understood as that which contradicts God’s rightness.
Scripture pronounces a special blessing on the people who are serious about the name Jehovah Tsidkenu. We read this in the Beatitudes, where Jesus said, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied” (Matthew 5:6).
In a medical examination, a doctor is likely to ask you, “How is your appetite?” He knows that if you’re never hungry, something is wrong. You could be sick. Likewise, when you lose your appetite for righteousness, that’s an indication that a spiritual sickness is occurring. This is because when you become saved and the Holy Spirit takes up residence in your spirit, you are given an appetite for righteousness.
When your hunger for God is decreasing and your appetite for the things of the world is increasing, you can be sure the distance between you and God is growing. This reminds me of a conversation I had with my son Anthony not long ago. He told me he sometimes struggles to maintain his weight because he loves to snack. “The problem is,” he said, “when I snack, I don’t feel like eating ‘real’ food. So I fill up without the nutrients.”
You can go to the donut shop and get full. But a donut is nutritionally “wrong.” It might be “right” in terms of sweetness and pleasure, but considering what your body needs to function, it’s wrong. When you fill up on donuts, you can kill your desire for “real food” that supplies you with vitamins, minerals, complex carbs, and the like. You’ll lose your hunger for what is right, and as a result, you won’t eat as much healthy food, or you’ll ignore it entirely.
The principle holds true in the spiritual realm as well. When you fill up on reading novels, watching television, talking to people, and getting the world’s perspective before going to God, you lose your appetite and hunger for God. You cease to “hunger and thirst for righteousness,” thus eliminating the care, peace, and provision that comes from Jehovah Tsidkenu. To know and fully experience everything God spoke of in Jeremiah 23:4, you need to know “the LORD our righteousness.”
Jeremiah revealed the problem with the shepherds—they weren’t teaching God’s point of view, and as a result, the people were scattering and the culture was declining. The shepherds were acquiescing to the culture.
This is similar to what we do when we remove the Lord Jesus and His standard from our government, schools, businesses, homes, media, and elsewhere. God’s kingdom worldview has been replaced with a man-made worldview, and we’re suffering the social upheaval that results when Jehovah Tsidkenu is no longer our central focus.
There’s a story told that in Nazi Germany, when Jews were sent to the death camps, they often rode trains though the countryside. These trains often passed by churches full of German Christians who continued worshipping even as they heard the Jews being carried off to their deaths.
Later, a German Christian was asked how he could worship and study God’s Word when he heard these trains pass by. He simply replied, “When we heard the trains, we simply sang louder.” These individuals chose to ignore the evil in their culture. They chose to remain in the church building but outside the righteousness of God.
The pulpit ministry is not measured by the pastor’s eloquence or knowledge. Rather, the body of Christ is evaluated by its adherence to God’s standard. God is righteousness. His viewpoint is the right viewpoint. Any deviation from that leads to chaos and the devolution of life.
Actions, Not Feelings
Living a life of righteousness may not always feel good at the moment. In fact, when you hunger after righteousness, you may even become more acutely aware of your sinfulness, and that won’t feel good at all. But the only way to live righteously is to allow God to reveal your sin to you so that in His grace and mercy, He can give you what you need to overcome it. For example, if someone has a stomachache that leads him to see the doctor, and the doctor takes an MRI and finds a tumor that can be removed, the initial pain of surgery would ultimately lead to healing.
Righteousness may not always feel good at first. In fact, it may hurt. But the results of righteousness in your life will be good. Because God’s own name is Jehovah Tsidkenu, “the LORD our righteousness,” He cannot abide with sin, or unrighteousness. We know that doctors and bacteria are incompatible in the surgery room. Should they fellowship together during an operation, healing would certainly not come.
Righteousness exposes areas where sin has infected your life so you can deal with the problem and return to a right relationship with God. And God tells us how He brings righteousness into the lives of His own. “I will raise up for David a righteous Branch; and He will reign as king and act wisely and do justice and righteousness in the land” (Jeremiah 23:5).
This verse is one of the Old Testament prophecies of Jesus Christ. Jesus came from the Davidic line—He is David’s offspring. We will look more at the fulfillment of God’s names through Jesus Christ in the last chapter, but since this particular passage is a prophecy of the coming Christ, it’s good to explore Him more deeply here.
It goes without saying that Jesus is the most unique individual who ever lived. No human male was involved in His conception as Mary’s egg was fertilized by the Holy Spirit. Scripture tells us that through this virgin birth, Deity infused humanity.
One of the unique things about Christ is that He is both fully God and fully human. This combining of a human nature with the divine nature into one person is called the hypostatic union. Born without sin and having lived 33 years without sinning, Christ hung on the cross to pay the penalty for the sins of mankind. After His death, burial, and resurrection, the Righteous Branch had fulfilled His intended purpose as Jehovah Tsidkenu. The apostle Paul wrote, “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21).
Said another way, the sin of humanity—yours and mine—was credited to Jesus Christ. Because of this credit on Him, the wrath of God—tied to the sin—was poured out on Him on the cross. The beating, the nails, and the brutality were agonizing, but even worse, He bore the wrath of God on the cross because of our sin.
Jesus’s deepest suffering on the cross was manifested when He said, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46). When God forsakes you, that’s hell. The definition of hell is the absence of the goodness of God. In God’s forsaking of Jesus Christ, Jesus experienced hell.
But He paid this ultimate cost in order that we might become “the righteousness of God in Him,” as we just read. Just as our sin was credited to Jesus’s account when He hung on the cross to die, His righteousness is credited to each one of us who trust in Him as our Lord and Savior.
If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, you are going to heaven on credit. This is because God can’t lower His standard of perfection to allow you entrance into heaven as a sinful being. You can enter in only through the forgiveness of your sin, which comes through the sacrifice of Christ.
Because of Christ’s righteousness, you are credited with righteousness when you believe on His name. If you know Jehovah Tsidkenu, He becomes your tsidkenu. Neither you nor I are righteous in our own standing. But through Jesus Christ, we receive a credit exchange. Our sin on Him and His righteousness on us. Only His perfect righteousness gets you and me into heaven—nothing less than that.
Now, that’s for eternity, but how does this principle of God’s name apply in history? God’s standard is righteousness, and He doesn’t negotiate His standard. We live in the here and now, where none of us are righteous, so how does Jesus’s death on the cross affect us today?
I’ll illustrate with a bank account. If a bank teller called you today and said $10,000 was credited to your account, you would celebrate. You would get your praise dance on and shout a hallelujah because you could begin to make withdrawals from the credit in your account.
The same is true for the tsidkenu that God has given each of us through Jesus Christ. This name of God not only gives you a perfect credit score in terms of your standing with Him in heaven, but also allows you to make “righteous” withdrawals here on earth.
How does this happen? Through the indwelling of a brand-new spirit in you when you trust in the righteous Branch, Jesus Christ. Scripture tells us, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come” (2 Corinthians 5:17).
The Bible calls this new life in us an imperishable seed (1 Peter 1:23). This seed contains all you need to live a life of righteousness. But if it stays merely a seed, you will continue to live according to your old worldly standards.
If you’re in Christ, you are brand-new. You’re not the same person you were before, even though you may be doing some of the things you did before. Why is that? Because your identity is in Him—He is your righteousness now (1 Corinthians 1:30). Yet if you’re doing the same things you did before, the seed hasn’t been allowed to germinate, grow, and fill your soul.
Many Christians have this seed and are still wondering why the Christian life doesn’t seem to be working. They try their hand at what I like to call “soul management,” but they end up frustrated because the results are only temporary. The reason the seed isn’t working to bring about transformation is that the seed hasn’t been allowed to grow. The growth of the seed in you affects the control of your soul. If the seed doesn’t grow, the self-life will continue to rule you because the Spirit’s life in you is still in seed form.
A seed won’t express its life until it’s planted. It has life, but it won’t express life. A two-week old fetus in a mother’s womb already has all of the DNA it needs to reach its fullest potential of life. But that two-week old fetus doesn’t express that life the way a full-grown baby does just after delivery. The newborn baby is the result of the seed that has grown.
There are several ways to feed and nourish the seed of righteousness planted in your spirit. One way is through the Word of God. Another way is to “put on” Christ. The apostle Paul wrote, “Put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth” (Ephesians 4:24). And “put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts” (Romans 13:14).
In other words, every morning when you wake up and get dressed, you are to put on Jesus Christ. As you go throughout your day, you are to put on Jesus Christ. You are to wear His righteousness by seeking to live within His standards. You are to view life through His perspective.
As you continue to do this day by day, moment by moment, your mind begins to be transformed, and the righteous seed in you begins to grow. As it grows, it dominates your soul so you’re no longer forcing yourself to make right choices. You’re making them automatically.
If you’re serious about experiencing God and the fullness and manifestation of the power of His names in your life, you have to move toward righteousness in your daily life. You have to be, as Isaiah penned, clothed in the righteousness of God. “He has clothed me with garments of salvation, He has wrapped me with a robe of righteousness” (Isaiah 61:10). You are to grow in Christ through His righteousness made alive in you. “By His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption” (1 Corinthians 1:30).
He has already placed Himself in us, and we are also in Him, ready to expand His righteousness. So how does this work? It begins by asking this question with regard to everything in your life: What is God’s view on this matter? Keep in mind that you don’t ask that question after you’ve tried everyone else’s views. You ask that question before you ask neighbors, friends, coworkers, or anyone else. You get God’s view first, and then you act on it.
You can’t hang out with the wrong people and expect to have the right life. Don’t misunderstand—I’m not talking about becoming an isolationist or a monk. We’re supposed to be in the world and friends with the lost. However, the world’s value system isn’t supposed to be in us. So when I say you can’t hang out with the wrong people, I mean you can’t derive your thinking patterns, perspectives, and orientation from those who aren’t pursuing righteousness because they will take you down the wrong path. If you wish to grow in righteousness, you must hang out with people who are also pursuing righteousness.
If you’re a parent, you wouldn’t want your child hanging out with a drug addict because that habit would likely influence your child’s thinking. Likewise, God doesn’t want the world rubbing off on His kids.
If you are a woman, you should hang out with other women of virtue. Don’t surround yourself with women of rebellion and no standards. If you do so on an ongoing basis, those thoughts and patterns will rub off on you. Rather, surround yourself with women who desire to live a life of God’s righteousness.
There is a wonderful concluding thought to God’s introduction of the name Jehovah Tsidkenu. “[They will say,] ‘As the LORD lives, who brought up and led back the descendants of the household of Israel from the north land and from all the countries where I had driven them.’ Then they will live on their own soil” (Jeremiah 23:8).
God brought the Israelites back from where He had driven them. Israel stopped being a nation in AD 70. Yet in May 1948, God brought Israel back to their own land and reestablished them as a nation. No other country in history has ceased to be a nation, been scattered worldwide, and then been brought back hundreds of years later to become a nation again without having lost their language or culture in between. God preserved Israel just as He said He would.
Now, if God can put Israel back together—an entire country, dispersed and disbanded—He can certainly put your situation or life back together again too. He can take pieces from here, there, and everywhere and reconstruct the beauty and strength that is you. But it must be based on His righteous standard.
If you will pursue righteousness, you’ll discover your spirit being fed. Your soul will expand, your body will change, and your life will be restored as God originally intended it to be.
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EL ELYON
THE MOST HIGH GOD
On August 5, 2010, 33 Chilean miners were trapped 2300 feet underground in a copper and gold mine just outside of a small town called Copiapó. A cave-in confined the men in a dark place with no way out. They were imprisoned in a seemingly impenetrable fortress of rock.
For more than two weeks, rescuers heard nothing at all from the trapped miners. It’s bad enough to be in a pit, but it’s even worse when you can’t get out and you don’t see anyone who can help you. The men couldn’t help each other out of this pit. They were stuck together, sitting, sleeping, hungry, cold…and sometimes without hope. They were helpless and desperate. If they were going to be saved, help would have to come from above.
Finally, after 17 days, rescuers found a note taped to one of their drill bits—the miners were alive. The rescuers drilled a larger hole down through the earth, inserted a small tube, and provided the miners with food, water, light, medicine, and communication equipment. The hole did not deliver them, but it gave them hope.
Perhaps today you find yourself in a similar circumstance. Life has caved in on you spiritually, financially, relationally, or emotionally. You see no way out. Like the trapped miners, you aren’t even sure anyone up above even knows where you are.
Of course, knowing God’s names doesn’t automatically or immediately change all of life’s negative realities. Christians still face the same troubles everyone else does (John 16:33). But knowing God intimately through His names does provide a sustaining hope in the darkest of times. Hope comes through the knowledge that God is true to His name and aware of our plight, working on our behalf for good. No matter how dark the situation, we don’t have to throw in the towel because He is faithful to His name. He will sustain us until He either changes our situation in history or delivers us in eternity.
The miners were finally freed when a two-foot-wide capsule called the Phoenix lifted them one by one from their prison. All 33 were saved. After they had been set free, one of the trapped miners said they had gathered as a group in the pit and called on God to rescue them. They appealed to His name and the character attached to it.



Without Hope
You don’t have to be trapped 2300 feet underground to find yourself in a hopeless situation. The citizens of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah found themselves without food and supplies just as those Chilean miners did in their pit.
An evil king named Chedorlaomer, king of Elam, and three other power-hungry kings faced off against five other kings who were seeking to defend their livelihood, countrymen, and homes. Two of the five defending kings represented the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.
They waged war in the valley of Siddim, which was riddled with tar pits. As the battle escalated, the five defensive kings began to retreat. The two from Sodom and Gomorrah fell into the tar pits. Their people were taken captive, and all their possessions were confiscated. Abram’s nephew, Lot, was one of the prisoners.
Scripture wastes no time in highlighting Abram’s courageous rescue mission.
When Abram heard that his relative had been taken captive, he led out his trained men, born in his house, three hundred and eighteen, and went in pursuit as far as Dan. He divided his forces against them by night, he and his servants, and defeated them, and pursued them as far as Hobah, which is north of Damascus. He brought back all the goods, and also brought back his relative Lot with his possessions, and also the women, and the people (Genesis 14:14-16).

Abram made it clear that no one was to mess with his people. Rounding up the best men he could find, he took on the responsibility to fight the battle and quickly recover what had been stolen in war. With 318 trained men, he chased down the enemy a full 240 miles—without a vehicle.
Whatever it took to get back what had been wrongfully stolen, Abram did it. Even though the odds were against him—just as the odds were against the Chilean miners trapped underground—Abram held out hope of recovering it all.



Peace
The story of this battle, defeat, and rescue serves as the backdrop for the name of God introduced to us in this chapter of Genesis. After the king of Sodom had been released from the consortium of armies that had attacked, he came to Abram in a place called the King’s Valley. He brought with him another king named Melchizedek (verse 18). Melchizedek was the king of Salem. Transliterated, the name Salem aligns with the Hebrew word shalem, which means “peace.” A derivative of shalem is shalowm, which means “complete,” “sound,” “content,” and also “peace.” In fact, most Jewish commentators concur that Salem is Jerusalem, “the city of peace.”
This king of peace brought bread and wine to Abram. He came as the priest of El Elyon, God Most High (verse 18), and blessed Abram.
Blessed be Abram of God Most High [El Elyon],

Possessor of heaven and earth;

And blessed be God Most High [El Elyon],

Who has delivered your enemies into your hand

(Genesis 14:19-20).

To this, Abram replied and acknowledged El Elyon by saying, “I have sworn to the LORD God Most High (El Elyon), possessor of heaven and earth…” (verse 22).
When we look at the meaning of the name El Elyon, we need to remember that El is the abbreviated form of Elohim. Elohim is the name given to God in creation, referring to His power. “In the beginning, [Elohim] created the heavens and the earth.” When El is combined with Elyon, the compound connection refers to God as the highest or as the most. It’s literally translated as the Most Exalted High God (see also Psalm 57:2).
So what exactly causes the introduction of this name of God as one who is higher than anyone else? A battle of nine human kings—four against five. The kings most likely thought they were each rather high up. And in the world’s definitions of significance, power, and might, they actually were. But when God got into the fight—when El Elyon stepped in the ring—318 men who had traveled 240 miles by foot were able to take back what the oppressors had stolen. This is because when God enters the fight, He truly is the Most High, not only of heaven but also of earth.
Why is this truth so important to us today? What is the significance of the character of this name? Well, most likely there are people in your life who are sitting pretty high. Perhaps they’re high up in worldly position. Maybe they have a higher rank than you do. It could be that they’re higher in the amount of money or possessions they own. Or they could have higher recognition, power, or perceived influence than you have. Yet what I want you to remember is that no matter how high they are, El Elyon is higher still. El Elyon is the maker of heaven and earth. People who appear to be higher than you are users of heaven and earth. They don’t call the shots. They don’t have the final say. No one is higher than El Elyon. He puts everyone in their place.
When people or powers seek to intimidate you, your recourse is to call on the name of El Elyon. Know that there is always someone higher, stronger, and more influential than them. No circumstance intimidates Him—not the tar pits of Genesis 14, and not the mines of Copiapó.
Knowing the name El Elyon and what it means helps you to understand that you’re never to elevate people, places, or circumstances above their appropriate level. No one but God is to be your final court of appeals. He is the one who has the final say-so. Man may have a say—your boss, the doctor, your kids, your spouse, your banker—but El Elyon has the final say.
El Elyon means that God has the right to overrule. In Abram and Lot’s case, God used 318 men to overpower a collection of kings and their armies. The numbers weren’t in Abram’s favor. Neither were the circumstances. Yet 318 men plus one El Elyon is more than enough to defeat humanity’s biggest armies because El Elyon is the God who is Most High over heaven and earth.
Friend, never look at your odds first. The odds won’t give you the final story. Never focus on the size of your problem. Rather, focus on the size of your God.
David had only five smooth stones, and he needed only one to defeat the giant before him. Abram had 318 men going up against four kings and their adrenaline-high, victory-shouting armies. But he also had El Elyon, which is more than enough to win any battle.
You are to respect your boss, mate, circumstances, banker, doctor, and so on. But you are to never view them as El Elyon because they do not possess heaven and earth.
When you lift someone else or some other situation higher than God, you create an idol. An idol isn’t just a carved object to be worshipped with candles burning and incense. No, an idol is anything you elevate above the one true God.
Sharing God’s Glory
Abram’s intrinsic understanding of God’s character, holiness, and might is illustrated at the end of the story. Following Melchizedek’s blessing and Abram’s response—he gave Melchizedek a tenth (a tithe)—a revealing verbal exchange occurs between the king of Sodom and Abram.
The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give the people to me and take the goods for yourself.” Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have sworn to the LORD God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth, that I will not take a thread or a sandal thong or anything that is yours, for fear you would say, ‘I have made Abram rich.’ I will take nothing except what the young men have eaten, and the share of the men who went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their share” (Genesis 14:21-24).

The king of Sodom ruled one of the nations that Abram had delivered. Of course, the king was pleased with what Abram had done. Most likely, he was impressed by Abram’s tenacity and prowess. Knowing Abram was a force with which to be reckoned, he sought to strike a deal. He asked Abram to give him the people he had recovered, and in exchange, Abram could keep all of the loot. He and his men could profit from the rescue.
The first problem with this pitch is that the king of Sodom had somehow forgotten that he had lost the battle himself. He had forgotten he had been captured by a consortium of kings. So when Abram delivered him, he sought to make a deal—to split the victory down the middle when the victory didn’t belong to him at all.
Abram had just rescued the king and his people, and he didn’t think this was a time for negotiation. He knew the king wanted the credit. He knew the king wanted to parade the captured people back into his city so he could claim them as servants and slaves. Abram knew this king wanted some of the glory that belonged to God alone. Scripture tells us in Isaiah 42:8, “I am the LORD, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another.”
Yet that is exactly what Satan often tries to get us to do. He seeks to cut a deal with you just as the king of Sodom sought to cut a deal with Abram. In this deal, he entices you with a piece of God’s glory. God’s victories turn into joint ventures—partnerships in which you can share the credit.
So adamant was Abram against the king of Sodom stealing any of God’s glory, he told him that he wouldn’t even take “a thread or a sandal thong” just so the king couldn’t claim that he had contributed to Abram’s success. El Elyon had won the battle, and El Elyon would receive the praise due Him.



A Priest and a King
Unlike the king of Sodom, the king of Salem understood who had won the battle for Abram. As we saw earlier in his blessing to Abram, he made that point perfectly clear. We read, “And blessed be God Most High [El Elyon], who has delivered your enemies into your hand” (Genesis 14:20).
Melchizedek was more than a king. He was also a priest. A priest’s job is to stand between God and the people and be the point of communication from God to the people and from the people back to God again. The priest is the in-between person, or mediator.
As both priest and king, Melchizedek made it clear that the 318 trained men who traveled more than 240 miles weren’t the ones who turned defeat into victory. They were not the source of deliverance at all. However, they were the resource of deliverance. The difference between the two is enormous, yet few Christians truly grasp this truth and live it out on a daily basis.
This spiritual principle of the Source versus the resource came to me in my late thirties as I studied God’s Word. When it did, it was as if a lightbulb turned on in my mind’s eye. It made a revolutionary difference in my choices, my level of worry, and my planning. Friend, if you will fully grasp this truth, it will change everything for you: God is your Source. Everything else is a resource.
Melchizedek underscored this when he pointed out that Abram conquered his enemies because El Elyon had delivered them into his hands. And El Elyon could deliver them into Abram’s hands because of His name—the Most High God over heaven and earth.
The kings who were causing Abram and his relatives trouble were kings of earth. His problem was an earthly situation. Yet El Elyon owns both heaven and earth. That’s why 318 trained men can look like 30,000 trained men in a battle against four kings and their armies. They can do so when they are accompanied by El Elyon.
The principle is simply this: You only have one Source. And one of the worst things you or I could ever do is to treat a resource as if it were our Source. God is the owner, the Most High over all, so He is the possessor of everything on heaven and earth. He is the Source. Everything else is merely a resource at His disposal.
That means that whatever resource in your life is messing with you, it doesn’t have the last word. God can find another resource through which to bless you. He has more than one way to accomplish His purposes.
Understanding the power of El Elyon is a freeing experience. For example, sometimes when I take the interstate to downtown Dallas, some lanes are closed due to construction. I have an appointment to keep, but the traffic is sitting still. There appears to be no way to go because the cars have blocked me in.
Situations and circumstances in life can have a similar effect. They seem to block our progress, and we can feel stalled on the path to our destiny. However, because I’ve lived in Dallas for so long, if I get stuck on the interstate, I just take an exit. I know other routes to my destination. I don’t have to take the interstate to get downtown. The interstate is just one resource on my pathway—it’s not the only resource. I actually have five options to choose from when I need to get downtown. Similarly, God has multiple options for getting you to your destiny even when things, situations, or people seem to stand in the way.
No one can truly block you from God’s plan. No scenario can truly stop you—not when you’re paired up with El Elyon. He knows the right path you can take if you will but turn your eyes on Him and get them off of the problems in front of you.
A resource is merely the means God uses to provide whatever you need or do whatever He wants to do through you. With Abram, it was 318 men. For Gideon, it was 300 men. For the young boy with some hungry disciples and thousands of people wanting to eat, it was a sack lunch of fish and crackers. God has many resources. He is not tied to our finite understanding of the odds.
When El Elyon is your Source, anything that’s blocking you is not your only resource. It may be the only resource you can see. You may look at your resources and conclude they’re not enough to overcome the dire situation in front of you. But the possessor of heaven and earth can use your mustard-seed faith to move a mountain.
As long as you think what you’re seeing dictates your destiny, then that which you can see is your idol—it is your El Elyon. Even your job isn’t your source. Nor is your boss. If you get a pink slip, if things don’t work out as you had planned, if you don’t get the promotion you thought was yours…God has a myriad of ways to provide for you, open doors for you, and lead you on His path for you. When you understand He is your Source, you don’t need to fear what mankind can say because mankind doesn’t have the final say.
When Abram recognized God as the one who had delivered him and brought about the victory in the battle, Abram “gave him [Melchizedek] a tenth of all” (Genesis 14:20). This was before the commandment of the tithe had even been given. Yet Abram instinctively gave a tenth as a visible, physical recognition that El Elyon owned it all.
Abram responded this way because he had been blessed. The tithe was his response to all that God had already done. One of the reasons people seem to struggle with tithing is that they don’t recognize what it means. To tithe is to demonstrate to God that He owns you—that you want Him to own you, to be responsible for you. It’s an acknowledgment that He is your Source.
On June 11, 1963, Governor George Wallace and his police force stood on the steps of the University of Alabama to prevent two black students from entering. But the federal courts had already decided in the students’ favor. Deputy US Attorney General Nicholas Katzenbach and federal marshals arrived with the message, “Mr. Governor, step aside.”
Wallace replied vehemently that he wasn’t about to go anywhere. The National Guard stepped in, explaining that he could voluntarily move out of the way or they could forcibly move him. When those instructions had become clear, Wallace and his men backed down.
Wallace held the highest position in Alabama. However, the federal court was higher still, and it overruled Wallace. This higher authority opened the doors for not only the two black students but also for integration that ultimately spread across the college campuses in our country.
That’s a practical example of how even those who are considered high up must adjust when an even higher authority makes a decision. When heaven decides to move, everyone else needs to adjust. When El Elyon lays down a decision, it doesn’t matter what anyone’s title is down here—God will see His decision through, and He will make a way where there seems to be no way from a human point of view.
Jesus, the Great High Priest
I opened this chapter talking about the 33 Chilean miners who had been trapped 2300 feet beneath the ground. They had found themselves in a hopeless situation in which their circumstances and the rocks caving in around them seemed to dictate the outcome. Yet when help came from above, each of these men was lifted to safety through a metal transport system called the Phoenix.
The Phoenix was named after a mythical birdlike creature that was said to have died and then been resurrected out of its own ashes. Lifting the miners out of the belly of the earth is about as close to a resurrection as humanity can muster.
Yet 2000 years ago a true resurrection occurred out of the silent rocks that held a lifeless body in a cold cave. He had died after only 33 years on earth, crucified on a cross for a crime He didn’t commit. But death couldn’t keep Him in the ground. El Elyon Himself raised Jesus up in order to give each of us an opportunity to receive eternal life. Because of His resurrection out of a hopeless situation, we now have hope. Because of His life, we now have life as well.
Hebrews tells us even more about the role Jesus plays in bringing us to the Father. “Having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation, being designated by God as a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek” (Hebrews 5:9-10).
What is this order of Melchizedek? A few chapters later, we’re given insight into this man they called the king of Salem.
This Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham as he was returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, to whom also Abraham apportioned a tenth part of all the spoils, was first of all, by the translation of his name, king of righteousness, and then also king of Salem, which is king of peace. Without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, he remains a priest perpetually (Hebrews 7:1-3).

Many people believe Melchizedek was a theophany in the Old Testament—a manifestation of the preincarnate Christ. After all, his name meant “king of righteousness” and “king of peace,” and he was also priest of the Most High God. He had neither mother nor father, but was “made like the Son of God.” And Jesus Christ is “according to the order of Melchizedek.” Jesus Christ is to us what Melchizedek was to Abraham. He is our King of righteousness, our King of peace, and our Priest, who mediates between us and God the Father.
If your boss fires you, if your circumstances say you’ll always be in debt, or if you wonder if you’ll forever be single, remember to fix your eyes on Jesus. He can bring peace despite your desperate situation. He can bring hope in spite of the challenges. He can remind you that El Elyon doesn’t need a lot to do a lot and that He can deliver your enemy into your hands.
But like Abraham, you need to align yourself underneath God’s standard, operating by His authority and giving Him the glory that’s due His name. You need to always remember that you have one Source, and He “is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think” (Ephesians 3:20). After all, He is the High and Mighty God, the possessor of heaven and earth.
When I go through the drive-through at McDonald’s, they ask me if I want to supersize my order. They want to know if I want more than the regular serving. Likewise, God wants to know whether you simply want to settle for regular living or you want a supersized experience with Him. El Elyon is God supersized in your life.
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EL SHADDAI
LORD GOD ALMIGHTY
In the book of Genesis, we discover one of the more well-known names of God—El Shaddai. If you listened to popular Christian music during the 1980s, you remember Amy Grant’s rendition of the song “El Shaddai.” The lyrics of this popular praise song tell of various aspects of God’s character as well as a number of His names.
El Shaddai is one of my favorite names of God. It’s a powerful compound connection of El (“God”) and Shaddai (“almighty, sufficient”). Together as El Shaddai, the name appears seven times in the Old Testament, yet God is also referenced solely as Shaddai another 41 times.
We’re introduced to the name in Genesis 17 when Abraham (at that time still referenced as Abram) receives a visit from the Lord.
Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him,

“I am God Almighty [El Shaddai];



Walk before Me, and be blameless.



I will establish My covenant between Me and you,



And I will multiply you exceedingly” (verses 1-2).



God introduces Himself to Abram (and us) as El Shaddai in the context of a covenant. This covenant is a formal, official agreement that God makes with us. All who have trusted in Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior have entered into what is called the new covenant. Jesus spoke about this when He instituted what we call Communion or the Lord’s Supper. He said, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me” (1 Corinthians 11:25).
Through this new covenant, inaugurated by Jesus Christ, we have entered into an agreement with God. It’s a legally binding and obligatory covenant between God and those who have trusted in Christ for their salvation.
The fact that El Shaddai is introduced to us in the context of God’s covenant is no small thing. God takes His covenants seriously. It’s very important to keep that in mind as we explore this name further.
We were originally exposed to God’s covenant some 25 years earlier in Genesis 12. This is when God established the essence of His agreement with Abram.
Now the LORD said to Abram,

“Go forth from your country,






And from your relatives



And from your father’s house,



To the land which I will show you;



And I will make you a great nation,



And I will bless you,



And make your name great;



And so you shall be a blessing;



And I will bless those who bless you,



And the one who curses you I will curse.



And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”



So Abram went forth as the LORD had spoken to him; and Lot went with him. Now Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran (verses 1-4).

God first gave Abram the agreement when he was 75 years old. That was when God told Abram He had a special plan for him and a special blessing.
In fact, God’s covenants always involve blessing. A blessing is God’s favor expressed to you and through you to others to bring Him the glory. A blessing is never only what God does to you. It has to go full circle in order to truly be a blessing. A blessing is what God does to you so that it might flow through you to others.
So when God told Abram He was going to bless him, it wasn’t merely a promise to bring about good things to Abram. Rather, He said He would bring about good to Abram and make him a great nation so that “all the families of the earth will be blessed.” God would begin to make Abram into a great nation by giving him an heir.
Fast-forward a few years, and Abram has begun to doubt that this promise will ever come to fruition. He questions God in chapter 15.
Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will You give me, since I am childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “Since You have given no offspring to me, one born in my house is my heir.” Then behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “This man will not be your heir; but one who will come forth from your own body, he shall be your heir” (verses 2-4).

In other words, Abram assumes that since God hasn’t given him an offspring, the heir that God intends to use to fulfill the promise of making him a great nation would be someone born in his house instead. For how could the promise happen, Abram reasoned, if he hadn’t yet been given a child himself?
So Abram did what many of us do today. He went logical on God. He pulled out an if/then statement and tried to reason his way into his promise. But God is greater than logic, and He isn’t bound to the rules of our finite reasoning.
God responded quickly and succinctly to Abram that the heir would indeed come from his own body; it wouldn’t be someone who had simply been born in his home.
This new information, rather than reinforcing Abram’s faith in the all-powerful God, sent him and Sarai looking for another solution. Abram’s heir was to come from his own body, and obviously he and Sarai had been unable to conceive a child, so that must mean Abram was to have a child with someone else. And unfortunately, that’s exactly what he did.
Now Sarai, Abram’s wife had borne him no children, and she had an Egyptian maid whose name was Hagar. So Sarai said to Abram, “Now behold, the LORD has prevented me from bearing children. Please go in to my maid; perhaps I will obtain children through her”…He went in to Hagar, and she conceived (Genesis 16:1-2,4).

Tired of waiting on God, Abram and Sarai decided to take matters into their own hands. Because they were childless, Sarai decided to help God out. She concocted a plan for Abram to sleep with Hagar in a man-made assistance program in hopes of obtaining the promise.
In their minds, God was obviously moving way too slow. Not only that, but Sarai also blamed God Himself for not fulfilling the promise when she said, “The LORD has prevented me from bearing children.”
If you’re familiar with the rest of the story, you know how devastating a decision that was—not only for the people at that time but also for the nations that have followed. Ishmael (the father of the Arabs) was born, and the Arabs and Israelites have been in conflict ever since.
God introduces His name El Shaddai to Abram 25 years after the promise was first given. Both Abram and Sarai had become old and undoubtedly weary. They had tried their own methods in an attempt to help God out, but nothing positive had come of it. In fact, the opposite occurred. So now they sat waiting, without an heir, most likely assuming God had abandoned His promise.
Some of us can probably identify with what Abram and Sarai were feeling. You may feel that God has simply taken too long to meet your need or fulfill His promise. Maybe He’s taken too long to help you find a mate, fix a marriage, change a child, solidify a career, or give you some other breakthrough. All of us have felt somewhat like that at some point.
Yet it’s precisely in those times that God reminds us just who He is. At Abram’s moment of deepest doubt, God told Abram His name was El Shaddai.
As you recall, El is the singular form of Elohim, which we looked at in chapter 2. This is the name given in Genesis 1:1 that reveals God as the all-powerful Creator God.
The name Shaddai comes from the root word shad, which literally means “breast.” The prophet Isaiah draws on this word picture.
Whereas you have been forsaken and hated with no one passing through, I will make you an everlasting pride, a joy from generation to generation. You will also suck the milk of nations and suck the breast [shad] of kings; then you will know that I, the LORD, am your Savior and your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob (Isaiah 60:15-16).

Be joyful with Jerusalem and rejoice for her, all you who love her; be exceedingly glad with her, all you who mourn over her, that you may nurse and be satisfied with her comforting breasts [shad], that you may suck and be delighted with her bountiful bosom (Isaiah 66:10-11).

In both of these passages, the word shad is used to signify the supply of nourishment. When a woman nurses her baby, she supplies what that baby needs to live. The name El Shaddai, when coupled with its root meaning, presents the image of God supplying the nourishment needed to sustain life.
What was Abram and Sarai’s problem? They couldn’t produce life. She was barren; they had no children. So how could God’s promise, which was entirely contingent upon Sarai having a baby, be fulfilled when she had no capacity for new life? Abram and Sarai knew that they couldn’t fulfill the covenant on their own.
Perhaps this sounds familiar to you. Have you ever fully felt your own inability to produce what you believe God has promised in your life? Do you wonder how even God could work it out when you have so little to offer?
Yet that’s precisely when God reminds you and me that He is the Creator God who can create something out of nothing (Hebrews 11:3) and sustain life all on His own. He is El Shaddai. He’ll work it out. You don’t have to figure it out. God’s got it, just as He did with Abram and Sarai. He doesn’t need your unrighteous help, just as He didn’t need theirs when they involved Hagar.
God doesn’t need human methodology to help facilitate a divine plan. Abram and Sarai’s motivation was probably good, but they went outside of God’s plan to try to fulfill what God had promised. In doing so, they actually got in the way of the fulfillment. They hindered and delayed the progress of the promise.
God would do what He said He would do simply because He is faithful to His promises and covenant. God has the power to bring into the visible, physical realm that which exists in the invisible realm. He doesn’t need raw materials with which to work. He created the heavens and the earth ex nihilo—out of nothing. He certainly didn’t need Abram and Sarai to help Him give them a child. After all, His name is El Shaddai—He is both the Creator and sustainer of life. And He loves to manifest Himself in the context of the impossible.
Abram’s New Name
“I will establish My covenant between Me and you” (Genesis 17:2), God says to Abram without hesitation. And this time, thankfully, Abram falls on his face before God. Sometimes that’s all you can do. You can’t explain it. You can’t understand it. But you can believe what God is telling you.
After hearing the name El Shaddai, Abram fell on his face before the God who can create life and sustain it. As a result, Abram got a new name himself.
As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you will be the father of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations (Genesis 17:4-5).

Before the name change, God reminded Abram that His covenant with him was bigger than him. He told Abram not only that he would be the father of one heir, but that he would be the father of a “multitude of nations.”
Keep in mind that Abram is 99 years old at this time and Sarai has not been able to conceive. But God goes ahead and gives him a new name, Abraham, which literally means “exalted father.” God changed his name to fit the promise. In Abraham’s culture (more so than in ours), names defined people. God wanted Abraham to know who he truly was. He wanted him to be reminded each time someone spoke his name that God had made a covenant with him and that God would bring it about.
Are you tired and discouraged? Have you messed up along the way? Are you caught up in the Ishmael syndrome, trying to help God but only making things worse?
If that’s you, I want to encourage you to focus on the name El Shaddai. Yes, you may have waited a very long time, and you might have made mistakes along the way. But you’re still here, just as Abraham and Sarah were still there, and God can still supply.
Psalm 91 is one of my favorites. In just the first two verses, we get a glimpse of four names of God.
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty [Shaddai]. I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, My God, in whom I trust!”

In essence, it’s all about where you hang out. If you dwell where God dwells—“in the shelter of the Most High”—He’ll do His thing in your life. He’ll be your El Shaddai. God wants your presence more than your program. He wants your relationship more than your religion. He wants your faith. Right after revealing His name El Shaddai, God told Abraham, “Walk before Me” (Genesis 17:1). In the same way, God longs for you to dwell with Him and walk before Him in His presence at all times.
Jesus put it this way: “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). To abide with someone is to hang out with him. It’s the secret to an abundant life. Jesus tells us, “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you” (verse 7).
Just as a baby can’t demand to be fed in a crib all alone, but will receive the nourishing life he or she needs only when abiding close to his or her mom, we receive all we need from God—the manifestation of His promises in us—when we are close to Him. When we follow Him and trust that He is able, we discover He truly is.
When people get drunk and then head out to their car, someone will often say, “Hey, hand me the keys.” This is because that person is unable to drive. A lot of Christians today are living a life by their own decisions, will, and choices, and that causes a lot of damage, waiting, and detours. God is saying, “Hey, hand Me the keys. I know how to take you exactly where you need to go, but you have to hand over the control of your life to Me.” El Shaddai is powerful enough to supply all you need regardless of what you can see.
I know at times it seems as if God has abandoned you or is forsaking you. I also know that some of those times are results of mistakes you’ve made. But the beautiful thing is that even though God told Abram at the age of 75 that He would make him a great nation, and even though Abram stumbled along the path, losing some time, God still came back when Abram turned 99 and said, “I’m El Shaddai. I’ve got this. Are you ready to trust Me this time?”
Within a year, Abraham and Sarah had a son.
One day a man went fishing with his friend, and before long, he caught a fairly large fish. He quickly took it off the hook and threw it back in the water. A few minutes passed, and he caught another huge fish. Again, he unhooked it and tossed it back in. His friend assumed he was fishing for sport and not for food, but then the man caught a smaller fish and kept it.
“I don’t understand,” the friend said. “Why are you throwing the big ones back but keeping this small one?”
His friend replied, “My frying pan is only ten inches wide.”
Friend, if all you’re looking at is the size of what you can see—what you can produce, what you have the capacity to bring about—then you’re going to be throwing back the stuff that God wants to do in you and through you to bless others. You will settle for the little you can do yourself rather than experiencing the miracle of El Shaddai. Never look at the size of your pan because it will always be too small. Rather, look at the size of your God and remember His name.
A little bird was flying south for the winter, but the air became so cold that it began to freeze and couldn’t make it to the warmer climate. After some time, the little bird finally collapsed in a large field where a herd of cows were grazing. Eventually, a cow came by and dropped manure on the freezing bird. At first the bird was upset, but then it felt how warm the manure was. Before long, it began to thaw out and became so excited that it started singing with joy. A cat happened to be passing by and heard the bird’s joyful song. He followed it to the pile of manure and started digging until he discovered the little bird and promptly ate it.
We can learn a number of lessons from this story. First, not everybody who drops manure on you is your enemy. Second, not everybody who digs you out is your friend. Finally, when you’re in manure, keep your mouth shut.
If we live long enough, each of us will find ourselves in situations that seem worse than we can bear. Like that little bird, we’ll feel as though we’re under a pile of manure—trapped and waiting. However, if our expectations are set on El Shaddai and His providential, nourishing, and sustaining care, we won’t stumble at the thought of going through difficult times. In fact, we’ll have His hope to strengthen us even in what appear to be hopeless situations.
I love the illustration we read in Daniel 3:20. “[Nebuchadnezzar] commanded certain valiant warriors who were in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego in order to cast them into the furnace of blazing fire.”
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego were in a bad situation. It doesn’t get much worse than being thrown into a fiery furnace—except for being thrown in bound hand and foot. However, these three young men put their faith in God and gained a tremendous victory.
Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astounded and stood up in haste; he said to his high officials, “Was it not three men we cast bound into the midst of the fire?” They replied to the king, “Certainly, O king.” He said, “Look! I see four men loosed and walking about in the midst of the fire without harm, and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods” (verses 24-25).

God honored these three young men’s faith by delivering them from the effects of the furnace even while they were in it. He will do the same for you when you abide in His presence by faith.
Friend, the message of the gospel and God’s Word doesn’t automatically and immediately change all of life’s negative realities. Christians still face the same troubles other people do. However, God provides a sustaining hope that He will fulfill His promises.
God is aware of your plight, and He is working on your behalf for good. Regardless of how dark the situation is and how long you’ve waited, keep your faith in God because ultimately He will keep you. If you’re still stranded on what seems to be a dead-end road, look to God to be with you as you wait for your breakthrough. He is El Shaddai—the Almighty God who sustains you.
And when the day comes for your victory, praise Him. Praise Him because He saw you through what seemed like a hopeless situation.
As we have seen, Abraham was in a hopeless situation at the age of 99. He and Sarah couldn’t possibly have a child together on their own. But we read that “against all hope, Abraham in hope believed” (Romans 4:18 NIV). Abraham ultimately saw the fruit of his belief in El Shaddai through the birth of his son.
You, too, will see the fruit of your belief—either in this world or in the next. It’s a promise from a God who says, “Those who hope in me will not be disappointed” (Isaiah 49:23 NIV).
Put your hope in El Shaddai today. He knows you, He loves you, and He will sustain you when you trust Him to fulfill His promises in you and through you.



PART 3: THE INCARNATIONAL NAME OF GOD
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IMMANUEL
GOD WITH US
If you were to come over to my house at Christmastime, you would notice a number of fairly large wrapped gift boxes sitting near the front door of our home. These gloriously decorated boxes have all of the color of Christmas. They have all the glitter and shine associated with the most materialistic holiday of the season. They’re all tied up with great big bows.
There’s only one problem. These boxes are empty. If someone were to steal them when we were gone, they would be stealing nothing more than decorations. The packages show all the fanfare of Christmas but have no meaning or value inside.
These packages are like a lot of Christians today. They dress to the nines for church and carry a Bible under their arm. They sometimes quote a verse or two and may even teach Sunday school. Yet if we were to peel away the paper, tape, and bows, we wouldn’t be able to locate the vibrant, abundant life of Jesus Christ within. And without Jesus, Christianity is just another religion among many. After all, He is the very essence of God who came to take away the sins of the world and reveal the Father to us in the flesh. He is God with us, Immanuel.
Immanuel is the final name of God we’re going to consider in our study because Immanuel embodies and fulfills all the names we’ve looked at thus far. The record of Jesus’s birth includes these words:
“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”) (Matthew 1:21-23).

The essence of this passage and of the historical event it records isn’t merely the birth of a baby. The essence is that God became a baby. God was in the crib. We read about this in a prophecy found in Isaiah 9:6: “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.”
Keep in mind that the child is born, but the Son is given. This is because the Son existed before the child was born. The virgin gave birth to a child, but the child existed even before the virgin became pregnant. Therefore the Son was given, not born.
In the book of Hebrews we’re privy to a conversation between God the Father and Christ the Son. In it, they talk about Christ coming to earth as a man to do the Father’s will.
When Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me; with burnt offering and sin offerings you were not pleased. Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll—I have come to do your will, my God’ ” (10:5-7).

Jesus came not only to do the Father’s will but also to represent God the Father so that we would know what it’s like to have God with us, as the name Immanuel proclaims. In Colossians 1:15, the apostle Paul writes that Jesus is “the image of the invisible God.” Hebrews 1:3 describes Jesus as “the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being.” And the Gospel of John begins, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God…The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us…No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, He has made him known” (1:1,14,18).
Jesus Christ is Immanuel, God with us. He is the very representation and likeness of God, sent to show us the beauty and majesty of the King. Jesus Christ didn’t make His debut on that first Christmas morning in Bethlehem. He existed before creation, “in the beginning.” In fact, “Through him all things were made” (John 1:3). Even when we look back to the book of Genesis, we read that God said, “Let us make mankind in our image” (Genesis 1:26), referencing the presence of Christ.
The Word John is writing of when he opens his Gospel presentation is none other than Jesus Christ. We know this because verse 14 tells us, “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” Imagine the depth of that reality. The Word, who is God, came down to dwell among us.
Jesus walked among us. He was flesh, bones, sinew, and blood, and yet He was also perfectly divine. At one moment He was hungry because He was fully human, and the next moment He miraculously fed 5000 because He was fully God. He could be thirsty because He was fully human, but He could walk on water because He was fully God. Because Jesus was fully human, He could grow in knowledge, but because He was fully God, He also knew what people were thinking. One moment Jesus agonized on a cross and died because He was fully human. Three days later, He rose from the grave because He was fully God.
“God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him” (Colossians 1:19). Without Immanuel—Jesus—we would have no chance of fully understanding God. “No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known” (John 1:18).
How does God make Himself known? Through Immanuel, God with us. To understand and know Jesus is to understand and know God.
Philip had been one of Jesus’s disciples for almost three years when he came up with an interesting request. “Show us the Father and that will be enough for us” (John 14:8).
Jesus’s answer puts His purpose in perspective. “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father” (verse 9).
Jesus took everything there is to know about God and put it on display. He is the complete revelation of God Himself. That’s why you can’t go around Jesus and get to God. He is the only begotten Son. Buddha, Mohammed, Confucius…no mere prophet, teacher, or king can make that claim. “I am the way and the truth and the life,” Jesus says. “No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6).



The Wonder of His Name
As I mentioned earlier, when we choose names for our children, we sometimes base our selection on how that name sounds. The first name rolls off the tongue nicely when combined with the last name. In biblical times, however, parents cared less about the sound of a name and more about its meaning. A name was a revelation of the individual or thing itself.
When the angel Gabriel visited Mary to foretell the birth of the Messiah, he instructed Mary to call the baby Jesus because that name meant He would save His people from their sins. Jesus is the New Testament equivalent of the Old Testament name Joshua, which means “salvation.”
Yet Jesus has other names as well. They aren’t literal names you would use in conversation. Rather, they are descriptive names assigned to Him that give us insight into His character and mission. Look at Isaiah 9:6: “He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Let’s consider each of these.
Wonderful Counselor

When members of our congregation come to me for counseling, the quality of the advice they receive depends on the kind of day I’m having. People often come expecting a pearl of wisdom that will immediately solve their problems and instantly put their lives in order. Unfortunately, I’m only human. I can’t hit the bull’s-eye 100 percent of the time regardless of how hard I try. My personal resources and experiences are limited.
That’s what makes Jesus the Wonderful Counselor. His perspective is infinite, His resources unlimited. His experience includes a lifetime on earth enduring the same trials and temptations we face. Who could be better qualified to offer us guidance and direction?
Mighty God
Jesus never fails. He is faithful. All the power of creation stands behind His promise to provide and to care for us. He has the power to raise a dead man from the grave. He also has the personal power to keep Himself from racing ahead of the Father’s perfect timing, just as He did when He refused to rush to the aid of Martha and Mary before Lazarus died. He has the might of control and wisdom coupled with the might of supernatural strength.
Jesus can turn some crackers and sardines into a lunch for thousands of hungry people simply by believing and offering up a thank-you in faith.
He has the might to calm the seas by simply uttering the word “peace.” The hands that formed the mountains, oceans, and skies are strong enough to defeat any enemy yet gentle enough to comfort any heart. Might is more than strength. Might is the ability to use strength strategically for the good of others. Jesus—Immanuel—embodies might in its most perfect form.
Everlasting Father
Have you ever spent time pondering where God came from? Don’t even try.
After you’ve gone back as far as you can imagine, you’re no closer to the origin of God than when you started. “Everlasting” means forever! There is no beginning. There is no end. The fact is that God never did arrive. He has always been here.
That can be mind-numbing for us as finite, temporal human beings. That’s why many have concluded that it’s too hard to believe, so they settle on evolution instead.
Yet evolutionists confuse me. They say they can’t believe in an eternal God. But they have no trouble believing that nothing plus nothing results in something. They readily conclude that way back when, one kind of substance accidently collided with another and resulted in an intricate creation. All it takes to debunk that theory is a simple question: Who created the substance?
Rather, God transcends time and also penetrates time and space to make Himself known to us through Jesus Christ. And He will do this forever.
Prince of Peace
Humanity desperately wants peace. Rulers sit around tables and negotiate for peace. They pay high prices and make substantial compromises for peace. If that fails, they go to war to get peace.
The truth is, few of us even understand peace. Many of us wouldn’t recognize it if we saw it. This is because we’re so frequently unsettled within. James, Jesus’s half-brother, understood the nature of our discontentment. “What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you? You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight” (James 4:1-2).
In Jesus, we have an alternative to this lifelong struggle. The apostle Paul discovered this truth, enabling him to make this declaration:
I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I do all this through him who gives me strength (Philippians 4:11-13).

I think most of us believe that peace is the absence of conflict. Yet Jesus gives us so much more. He promises peace that transcends our circumstances. It invades the inevitable conflicts that naturally arise in a sinful world. It makes perfect sense to be at peace when all is well. But Jesus, who is the Prince of Peace, promises us a peace that transcends understanding (Philippians 4:7).
The Fulfiller of Names
Jesus not only has other names but also fulfills the names of God we’ve looked at in our time together. Let’s review these for a moment.

Elohim (the strong Creator God)—“In [Jesus] all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him” (Colossians 1:16).

Jehovah (the relational God)—“I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me” (John 17:23).

Adonai (the God who rules): “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?” (Luke 6:46).

Jehovah Jireh (the Lord our provider): “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty” (John 6:35).

Jehovah Tsaba (the Lord our warrior): “I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war” (Revelation 19:11).

Jehovah Shalom (the Lord is peace): “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace” (John 16:33).

Jehovah Rohi (the Lord my shepherd): “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me” (John 10:27).

Jehovah Nissi (the Lord my banner): “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).

Jehovah Mekoddishkem (the Lord who sanctifies): “It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption” (1 Corinthians 1:30).

Jehovah Rapha (the Lord who heals): “Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people” (Matthew 4:23).

Jehovah Tsidkenu (the Lord our righteousness): “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21).

El Elyon (the Most High God): “Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, saying, ‘To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!’ ” (Revelation 5:13).

El Shaddai (Lord God Almighty): “ ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty’ ” (Revelation 1:8).
From the beginning of the world to its end, Jesus is the visible manifestation of God’s character and names. There is no place you can look and not see Jesus. He is everywhere. He is everything. “He is before all things, and in him all things hold together” (Colossians 1:17).
The most unique person in human history—God in the flesh—deserves the highest place on our priorities. He should be our everything. As the earth revolves around the sun, so should our lives revolve around Christ, the center of our existence. As my favorite song by my favorite group, the Temptations, tells it plainly, we should also be singing to Jesus, “You’re My Everything.”
Knowing Him intimately and personally will radically change your life. Merely knowing about Him won’t do much good. For example, I know about the president. I can tell you his name. I can even tell you his address. I can tell you some information I’ve learned about him from the media. But that hardly qualifies me to say that I know him.
In order to truly know Jesus Christ, you must experience Him personally. Abide with Him. Hang out in His presence and feel His heartbeat. Discover what brings Him pleasure—what He wants to do with, in, and through you.
When you give all of you to all of Him, He is there to return all of Him to all of you. The power that created the universe is the same power that can strengthen you to grow, change, and experience unspeakable satisfaction.
Jesus has a plan for you. He has a purpose. He has a path. If you want to know your purpose, get to know the one who knows it best. The closer you get to Jesus, the closer you are to experiencing and fulfilling your destiny.
Immanuel the Celebrity
We live in a day of celebrities. They are all around us. We hold many people in high regard because of their ability to act, sing, compete athletically, and so on. Perhaps they’re wealthy, successful in business, or philanthropic. Whatever the case, we esteem these individuals for their status and significance.
However, over time, we lose our interest in most celebrities. Their skill, talent, or notoriety declines, and they are soon forgotten.
Yet Jesus Christ will never lose His status. He never wrote a song, and yet there are more songs written about Him than any other person who has ever lived.
He never wrote a book, and yet the book written about Him has outsold every other book.
He never traveled more than 300 miles from the place of His birth, and yet people on every corner of this earth recognize His name.
Your calendar is set by His entrance into human history as AD. In fact, His renown only increases with time even though He has been physically gone from earth for more than 2000 years.
Although Jesus is the greatest celebrity to ever live, He took the lowest form of humanity. He could have been born in a castle and portrayed Himself as a king, but then so many of us would not have been able to relate to Him. So He came as a babe who was born in a barn. Things were not so good for Him on earth—He was born to poor parents in the midst of a society filled with chaos.
The good news of Jesus Christ is that regardless of how low you go, He knows where you have been because He came as a servant, humble and lowly. He came with a passion for His purpose, which was to bring salvation to humanity by taking on the sins of the entire world. “Being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross!” (Philippians 2:8).
The one who exhibited that passion deserves our praise.
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (verses 9-11).

At His name every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that He is Lord. All people have the opportunity now to bow voluntarily, or they can bow later mandatorily. But either way, they will bow because all of life is to be centered around the recognition and exaltation of Jesus Christ.
Through His name every person is able to receive the gift of eternal life. By faith in His name and in His death, burial, and resurrection, we are given the gift of salvation.
The name Jesus in the Greek means “savior, salvation, or deliverer.” Of all the names of God, the name of Jesus opens the floodgates of His greatest power both for now and forever.



APPENDIX 1
JESUS FROM GENESIS TO REVELATION
From cover to cover, the Bible offers us insights into Jesus’s character and purpose. These descriptions from the 66 books of the Bible aren’t actual names, but they give us a deeper and clearer glimpse into the one who has come as Immanuel to be the living fulfillment and manifestation of God’s names.
In Genesis,
He is the Creator God.
In Exodus,
He is your Redeemer.
In Leviticus,
He is your sanctification.
In Numbers,
He is your guide.
In Deuteronomy,
He is your teacher.
In Joshua,
He is the mighty conqueror.
In Judges,
He gives you victory over your enemies.
In Ruth,
He is your kinsman, your lover, your redeemer.
In 1 Samuel,
He is the root of Jesse.
In 2 Samuel,
He is the Son of David.
In 1 and 2 Kings,
He is King of kings and Lord of lords.
In 1 and 2 Chronicles,
He is your intercessor and high priest.
In Ezra, He is your temple, your house of worship.
In Nehemiah,
He is your mighty wall, protecting you from your enemies.
In Esther,
He stands in the gap to deliver you from your enemies.
In Job,
He is the arbitrator who not only understands your struggles but also has the power to do something about them.
In Psalms,
He is your song and your reason to sing.
In Proverbs,
He is your wisdom, helping you make sense of life and live it successfully.
In Ecclesiastes,
He is your purpose, delivering you from vanity.
In the Song of Solomon,
He is your lover, your Rose of Sharon.
In Isaiah,
He is the Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace.
In Jeremiah,
He is your balm of Gilead, the soothing salve for your sin-sick soul.
In Lamentations,
He is the ever-faithful one on whom you can depend.
In Ezekiel,
He is your wheel in the middle of a wheel—the one who assures that dead, dry bones will come alive again.
In Daniel, He is the Ancient of Days, the everlasting God who never runs out of time.
In Hosea,
He is your faithful lover, always beckoning you to come back—even when you have abandoned Him.
In Joel,
He is your refuge, keeping you safe in times of trouble.
In Amos,
He is the husbandman, the one you can depend on to stay by your side.
In Obadiah,
He is Lord of the kingdom.
In Jonah,
He is your salvation, bringing you back in His will.
In Micah,
He is judge of the nation.
In Nahum,
He is the jealous God.
In Habakkuk,
He is the holy one.
In Zephaniah,
He is the witness.
In Haggai,
He overthrows the enemies.
In Zechariah,
He is Lord of hosts.
In Malachi,
He is the messenger of the covenant.
In Matthew,
He is King of the Jews.
In Mark,
He is the servant.
In Luke,
He is the Son of Man, feeling what you feel.
In John,
He is the Son of God.
In Acts,
He is Savior of the world.
In Romans,
He is the righteousness of God.
In 1 Corinthians, He is the rock that followed Israel.
In 2 Corinthians,
He is the triumphant one, giving victory.
In Galatians,
He is your liberty, setting you free.
In Ephesians,
He is head of the church.
In Philippians,
He is your joy.
In Colossians,
He is your completeness.
In 1 Thessalonians,
He is your hope.
In 2 Thessalonians,
He is your glory.
In 1 Timothy,
He is your faith.
In 2 Timothy,
He is your stability.
In Titus,
He is God our Savior.
In Philemon,
He is your benefactor.
In Hebrews,
He is your perfection.
In James,
He is the power behind your faith.
In 1 Peter,
He is your example.
In 2 Peter,
He is your purity.
In 1 John,
He is your life.
In 2 John,
He is your pattern.
In 3 John,
He is your motivation.
In Jude,
He is the foundation of your faith.
In Revelation,
He is your coming King.
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APPENDIX 2
AN EXTENDED LIST OF THE NAMES AND TITLES OF GOD
Adonai—Lord, master (Psalm 97:5), the ruler Elohim—God (Genesis 1:1), the strong Creator Jehovah—LORD (Genesis 2:4), the self-existing one The Compound Names of the LORD God (Jehovah El and Jehovah Elohim) Jehovah El Elohim—the Mighty one, God, the LORD (Joshua 22:22) Jehovah El Elyon—the LORD God Most High (Genesis 14:22) Jehovah El Emeth—LORD, God of truth (Psalm 31:5) Jehovah El Gemuwal—the LORD, God of recompense (Jeremiah 51:56) Jehovah Elohe Abothekem—the LORD, the God of your fathers (Joshua 18:3) Jehovah Elohe Yeshuathi—the LORD, the God of my salvation (Psalm 88:1) Jehovah Elohe Yisrael—the LORD, the God of Israel (Psalm 41:13) Jehovah Elohim Tsebaoth—LORD God of hosts (Psalm 59:5; Isaiah 28:22) Jehovah Elohim—LORD God (Genesis 2:4; 3:9-13,23) The Compound Names of God (El, Elohim, and Elohe) El Bethel—the God of Bethel (the house of God) (Genesis 35:7) El Elohe Yisrael—God, the God of Israel (Genesis 33:20) El Elyon—God Most High (Genesis 14:18; Psalm 78:56; Daniel 3:26) El Emunah—the faithful God (Deuteronomy 7:9) El Gibbor—Mighty God (Isaiah 9:6) El Hakabodh—the God of glory (Psalm 29:3) El Hay—the living God (Joshua 3:10; Jeremiah 23:36) El Hayyay—the God of my life (Psalm 42:8) El Kanna—jealous God (Exodus 20:5) El Kanno—jealous God (Joshua 24:19) El Marom—God on high (Micah 6:6) EI Nekamoth—God who avenges (Psalm 18:47) El Nose—a forgiving God (Psalm 99:8) El Roi—God who sees (Genesis 16:13) El Shaddai—God Almighty (Genesis 17:1; Ezekiel 10:5) El Simchath Gili—God my exceeding joy (Psalm 43:4) Eli Maelekhi—God, my King (Psalm 68:24) Elohe Chaseddi—the God of my lovingkindness (Psalm 59:10) Elohe Mauzi—the God of my strength (Psalm 43:2) Elohe Tishuathi—the God of my salvation (Psalms 18:46; 51:14) Elohe Tsadeki—God of my righteousness (Psalm 4:1) Elohe Yakob—the God of Jacob (Psalm 20:1) Elohe Yisrael—the God of Israel (Psalm 59:5) Elohenu Olam—our God forever (Psalm 48:14) Elohim Bashamayim—God in heaven (Joshua 2:11) Elohim Kedoshim—holy God (Joshua 24:19) Elohim Machase Lanu—God our refuge (Psalm 62:8) Elohim Ozer Li—God my helper (Psalm 54:4) Elohim Shophtim Ba-arets—God who judges on earth (Psalm 58:11) Elohim Tsebaoth—God of hosts (Psalm 80:7; Jeremiah 35:17) Elsali—God my Rock (Psalm 42:9) The Compound Names of Jehovah
Adonai Jehovah—Lord GOD (Genesis 15:2) Ha-Melech Jehovah—the King, the LORD (Psalm 98:6) Jehovah Adon Kol Ha-arets—the LORD, the Lord of all the earth (Joshua 3:11) Jehovah Bore—the LORD, the Creator (Isaiah 40:28) Jehovah Chereb—the LORD…the sword (Deuteronomy 33:29) Jehovah Eli—the LORD my God (Psalm 18:2) Jehovah Elyon—the LORD Most High (Psalm 7:17) Jehovah Gibbor Milchamah—the LORD mighty in battle (Psalm 24:8) Jehovah Goelekh—the LORD your Redeemer (Isaiah 43:14) Jehovah Hashopet—the LORD, the Judge (Judges 11:27) Jehovah Immeka—the LORD is with you (Judges 6:12) Jehovah Izuz Wegibbor—the LORD strong and mighty (Psalm 24:8) Jehovah Jireh—the LORD will provide (Genesis 22:14) Jehovah Kabodhi—the LORD my glory (Psalm 3:3) Jehovah Kanna Shemo—the LORD, whose name is Jealous (Exodus 34:14) Jehovah Keren-Yishi—the LORD, the horn of my salvation (Psalm 18:2) Jehovah Machsi—the LORD my refuge (Psalm 91:9) Jehovah Magen—the LORD, the shield (Deuteronomy 33:29) Jehovah Maginnenu—the LORD our shield (Psalm 89:18) Jehovah Makkeh—the LORD who strikes (Ezekiel 7:9) Jehovah Mauzzam—the LORD their strength (Psalm 37:39) Jehovah Mauzzi—the LORD my fortress (Jeremiah 16:19) Jehovah Mekaddishkem—the LORD who sanctifies you (Exodus 31:13) Jehovah Melech Olam—the LORD is King forever (Psalm 10:16) Jehovah Mephalti—the LORD my deliverer (Psalm 18:2) Jehovah Metsudhathi—the LORD my stronghold (Psalm 18:2) Jehovah Moshiekh—the LORD your Savior (Isaiah 49:26; 60:16) Jehovah Nissi—the LORD my banner (Exodus 17:15) Jehovah Ori—the LORD my light (Psalm 27:1) Jehovah Roi—the LORD my shepherd (Psalm 23:1) Jehovah Rophe—the LORD your healer (Exodus 15:26) Jehovah Sabaoth
(Tsebaoth)—the LORD of hosts (1 Samuel 1:3) Jehovah Sali—the LORD my rock (Psalm 18:2) Jehovah Shalom—the LORD is peace (Judges 6:24) Jehovah Shammah—the LORD is there (Ezekiel 48:35) Jehovah Tsidkenu—the LORD our righteousness (Jeremiah 23:6) Jehovah Tsuri—O LORD, my rock (Psalm 19:14) Jehovah Uzzi—the LORD my strength (Psalm 28:7)
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THE URBAN ALTERNATIVE
Dr. Tony Evans and The Urban Alternative (TUA) equip, empower, and unite Christians to impact individuals, families, churches, and communities to restore hope and transform lives.
We believe the core cause of the problems we face in our personal lives, homes, churches, and societies is a spiritual one; therefore, the only way to address them is spiritually. We’ve tried political, social, economic, and religious agendas. It’s time for a kingdom agenda—God’s visible and comprehensive rule over every area of life—because when we function as we were designed, God’s divine power changes everything. It renews and restores as the life of Christ is made manifest in our own. As we align ourselves under Him, He brings about full restoration from deep within. This atmosphere revives and makes whole.
As it impacts us, it impacts others—transforming every sphere of life. When each biblical sphere of life functions in accordance with God’s Word, the outcomes are evangelism, discipleship, and community impact. As we learn how to govern ourselves under God, we transform the institutions of family, church, and society according to a biblically based kingdom perspective. Through Him, we touch heaven and change earth.
To achieve our goal we use a variety of strategies, methods, and resources for reaching and equipping as many people as possible.
Broadcast Media Hundreds of thousands of individuals experience The Alternative with Dr. Tony Evans through daily radio broadcasts on nearly 1000 radio outlets and in more than 130 countries. The broadcast can also be seen on several television networks and at TonyEvans.org.
Leadership Training Kingdom Agenda Pastors (KAP) provides a viable network for like-minded pastors who embrace the kingdom agenda philosophy. Pastors have the opportunity to go deeper with Dr. Tony Evans as they are given greater biblical knowledge, practical applications, and resources to impact individuals, families, churches, and communities. KAP welcomes senior and associate pastors of all churches.
Kingdom Agenda Pastors’ Summit progressively develops church leaders to meet the demands of the twenty-first century while maintaining the gospel message and the strategic position of the church. The summit introduces intensive seminars, workshops, and resources, addressing issues affecting the community, family, leadership, organizational health, and more.
Pastors’ Wives Ministry, founded by Dr. Lois Evans, provides counsel, encouragement, and spiritual resources for pastors’ wives as they serve with their husbands in the ministry. The ministry focuses on the KAP summit, which offers senior pastors’ wives a safe place to reflect, renew, and relax along with training in personal development, spiritual growth, and care for their emotional and physical well-being.
Community Impact National Church Adopt-A-School Initiative (NCAASI) prepares churches across the country to impact communities by using public schools as the primary vehicle for effecting positive social change in urban youth and families. Leaders of churches, school districts, faith-based organizations, and other nonprofit organizations are equipped with the knowledge and tools to forge partnerships and build strong social-service delivery systems. This training is based on the comprehensive church-based community impact strategy conducted by Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship. It addresses such areas as economic development, education, housing, health revitalization, family renewal, and racial reconciliation. We also assist churches in tailoring the model to meet the specific needs of their communities while simultaneously addressing the spiritual and moral frame of reference.
Resource Development We are fostering lifelong learning partnerships with the people we serve by providing a variety of published materials. We offer booklets, Bible studies, books, CDs, and DVDs to strengthen people in their walk with God and ministry to others.
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