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How To Evangelize

 

(Bringing Back the Gospel)

 

By Thomas W. Bear




  

 Introduction

    

Jesus told us to go and make disciples from people of all nations and to teach them to observe all the things He commanded (Matthew 28:18-20). Before He ascended to heaven, Jesus also said that we would be witnesses of Him to the uttermost parts of the world (Acts 1:8). It is possible to be a witness without being purposeful about it. For example, we could be walking down the street singing a
song of praise to God while unaware that an unbeliever is watching and listening. Or, we could be praying softly with a heart of thankfulness affirming God’s goodness in the face of great adversity unaware that an unbeliever is observing us. In these examples, we could have been witnessing unto Christ even though we were not aware that we were doing so. Therefore, it is possible at any given moment to be witnesses unto Jesus without necessarily being purposely engaged in the work of “making disciples.” To follow Jesus’ command to go
and make disciples, we must do so purposefully. The Bible teaches that the intentional work of presenting the gospel is the primary means for making disciples. Paul stated, “The gospel is THE power of God unto salvation to everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16). Because the presentation of the gospel is THE primary and necessary means that God has prescribed in making disciples, this book concentrates on the content of the gospel message and methods that the Bible teaches us to use in order to effectively present it.

Let me tell you up front that it is likely that some of the information in this book will go against the grain of your current understanding of evangelism. When you come across a statement that does not fit your understanding of evangelism,
do not assume that it is false just because you have not heard it before. I am not a lone voice. Many men have written similar things in centuries past. I believe that if men like Charles Spurgeon and Jonathan Edwards were alive today and read this book, they would be in full agreement with it.  If you consider yourself a serious student of the Bible and you read this book prayerfully, I believe you will be challenged, encouraged and better equipped to do the work of evangelism.  

It has been about two thousand years since Jesus issued the great commission to go and make disciples of all nations. These days, Christians generally believe that the good news of Jesus Christ should be presented in a manner that is not offensive to the hearer. Most think it is inappropriate to use gospel presentation methods that mention much about sin and hell. Evangelists that use them are often thought of as “hellfire and brimstone” preachers. What image comes to your mind when you hear the phrase “hellfire and brimstone preacher?” For many Christians, such a description likely produces an image of a scowling, judgmental man that yells at people and does all that he can to “scare them into the kingdom.” I think most of us would agree that Christians should be joyful, compassionate people that reflect the beauty of Christ. Surely we are supposed to be lights that shine in the darkness, not people who appear filled with hate and rage. But some have wrongly concluded that to be consistent with our desire to win people to Christ through a loving, positive influence, we should avoid words and methods that tend to put people in a negative mindset toward us. They think, “How will people ever be won to Christ if we turn them off even before they have a chance to hear the good news?”  

Several years ago, a Christian brother told me that unless the hearer is troubled or bothered by what he is hearing in my gospel presentation, then I am failing to share the entire gospel with him. I remember reacting negatively toward what my Christian brother had to say. Like most Christians, I believed it was my primary duty to talk about the “good news” of forgiveness through Christ and not focus so much on things like sin and judgment. Subsequently, I began noticing how people were responding to what I was telling them and began to realize that the “good news” was coming across as irrelevant. The hearers seemed apathetic toward it. I began to realize that while I had good intentions to lovingly share the good news of Jesus Christ with those around me, I was failing to fulfill my responsibility to really love them. If I behold a blind man walking on a bridge that has been washed out ahead of him and it is apparent that he is unaware of the pending danger, it is my responsibility to warn him. Failing to do so would be hateful and tantamount to murder or at least manslaughter. I resolved that I must learn how to present the full gospel of Jesus with a heart of sincere love for the hearers but to do it in such a way that they might better understand their actual predicament. Now when I evangelize, I do so with a strong determination to help the hearer perceive his actual condition before I tell him about the remedy. I continue talking about sin and judgment until I perceive that the person gains a mental comprehension of his predicament. I want him to understand that the wrath of God is resting on him (John 3:36) so that when I explain God’s plan of salvation through Christ, he sees the reason for Jesus’ death in his behalf. As you will discover in the first section of the book, this is precisely what Jesus and His apostles did in order to prepare the hearers for the good news. Following their example has been eye opening for me because I have seen with my own eyes how these principles really work.

To prepare you for the work of evangelism, this book first surveys the New Testament to establish the message and methods that the apostles and Jesus used to make disciples. Then, it presents principles gleaned from this survey to help you go and do the work of evangelism. These
principles
cover
the
various phases of
making disciples from the initial proclamation of the gospel, to discerning when a disciple is made and concluding with what must take place once disciples are made. The more you attempt to put these principles into practice, the more resistance you should expect from forces opposed to Jesus. I have added some instruction about this and also included a short section about the importance of prayer in this edition of the book. Also, I have provided some helpful evangelism tools along with some supportive instruction concerning evangelism in the Appendixes.



I encourage you to read this book in the same manner that the Bereans digested the Apostle Paul’s teachings.

 


“Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true” (Acts 17:11).


 

I believe that if you will diligently examine the biblical principles presented in this book, your understanding of evangelism will be refined and you will be better equipped for the work of evangelism. Will you prayerfully consider with me what the Bible says about this great task that Jesus has given to us?














  

Section 1: Preparing for the Work of Evangelism

    

- Refine your understanding of evangelism.

    

- Prepare your heart.

  


  





“If a man could see himself as the absolute righteous God sees him, he would gladly believe the gospel and bow his knee to Jesus.”

   

“Until a man gets a glimpse of himself as the absolute righteous God sees him, he simply will not come to Christ.”

   

Tom Bear










  

Refine your understanding of evangelism.

     

A faithful steward not only carries out his responsibilities, he strives to do it in a way that most honors his master. To please his master, he carefully does his job as instructed by his master. God has entrusted the work of advancing His Kingdom to all believers. This makes us stewards. It is only fitting, therefore, that we learn how to evangelize as instructed by our Master. We should naturally desire to become most useful and effective. This does not mean that brand new believers should wait to evangelize. On the contrary, all Christians are called to be witnesses no matter how long they have known the Lord. Yet, in our desire to honor the Lord, we should make up our minds to become increasingly proficient at proclaiming the gospel, for HIS NAME’S SAKE.  We must study and learn our Master’s instructions. To honor our Master, we must be willing to conform the way we evangelize to His instructions.
 

If you desire to evangelize like Jesus and the apostles, you will most likely have to refine your understanding of evangelism to some degree. Since the Bible is our most important resource, this book carefully examines how Jesus and His apostles evangelized. This examination is provided to help the sincere Bible student begin the process of abandoning unbiblical views about evangelism. In addition to the Bible, God has given to His church, evangelists and pastors, so that His people may be equipped and strengthened to do this great work and to do it in a way that most honors Him (see Ephesians 4:11-13). 






  







   

Know the major barrier to the gospel.

     

Immediately after my conversion, I could not wait to tell all my friends the gospel. I was sure they would all want to be saved. I was shocked when they rejected it. Why did they reject it? I know now that it was because their hearts were darkened. “For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened” (Romans 1:21). Because God enlightened my heart, the gospel was suddenly glorious to me. But my friends were still unable to see the glory of the gospel because their hearts remained darkened. I also know now that the real problem was their hearts, not their intellect. “For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified”(Romans 10:10).  

If you speak with enough unbelievers, you will see that the most blatant symptom of a darkened heart is an inability to see oneself rightly and to see God rightly. People believe they are not that bad and that God’s standard of righteousness is less than absolute. They are good in their own eyes, at least better than many “wicked” people who have committed crimes such as murder. They think, “Surely, I am not bad enough to warrant eternal punishment in hell.” They turn a blind eye toward their own sin and take refuge in the false notion that God will accept them on the basis of their own goodness. The New Testament demonstrates that Jesus and His apostles understood that due to their darkened hearts, unbelievers cannot see themselves or God rightly. This understanding affected the way they evangelized.

  






  







They reasoned about sin, righteousness and judgment

      

A brief survey of the New Testament will show that in order to properly convey the gospel, Jesus and the apostles always spoke about sin, righteousness and judgment as THE means to prepare hearts to receive the gospel seed. Until you embrace this principle, your understanding of evangelism will not be formed in accordance with the biblical pattern.  I am fully convinced that anyone who does not purposely reason with people about sin, righteousness and judgment, or merely skims over these issues, WILL FAIL to present the gospel the way Jesus and the apostles presented it.
 

Before beginning this discussion, let me address a common misconception that seems to keep many people from taking an honest look at these matters. Some would suggest that if a person insists on discussing issues like sin, righteousness and judgment, he is an unloving person who knows nothing about the love of God.  Jonathan Edwards lived about two hundred years ago and taught many of the things you will read in this book. His most famous sermon was titled, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.” It was perhaps the most famous sermon ever delivered in the U.S. In it he spoke much of sin, righteousness and judgment. Many people took offense at some of the things he said and to this day some ridicule him and think he was just an angry man whose God was an angry God. This same man said, “The work of redemption which the gospel makes known, above all things affords motives to love; for that work was the most glorious and wonderful exhibition of love that ever was seen or heard of. Love is the principle thing that the gospel dwells on when speaking of God, and of Christ.”1
 Do these sound like words of an angry, scowling man? I agree with Edwards that the gospel can be summed up in the word LOVE. Yet, I maintain that it is impossible to properly convey the wonders of Christ’s love without first discussing the realities of sin, righteousness and judgment. I don’t want to give the impression that I intentionally offend people with Bible truth only to make them miserable. I can assure you from much experience that it is possible to talk with people about such subjects with a heart full of compassion.

 






  







Paul reasoned about sin, righteousness and judgment.

   

The Apostle Paul is considered by most Bible believers to be the greatest evangelist and missionary that ever lived. God used Paul to spread the gospel and plant churches throughout the civilized world of his day.   Paul often urged his readers to imitate his ways. He claimed that the message he preached was the word of God and commended the  Thessalonians  for  receiving it as such and spreading it throughout the region of Macedonia and Achaia (I Thessalonians 2:13 & 1:8).   It  logically  follows  that  if   we   preach   the   same message and do it after the manner of Paul, we will be doing it in the way that God desires.

In the book of Acts, Luke noted that Paul was in the habit of “reasoning” with both Jews and Gentiles, trying to persuade them. Often he did this in synagogues. In Athens he did it in the market place “day by day,” and in Ephesus he did it publicly from “house to house.” (See Acts 17:2-4, 17:17, 18:1-4, 18:19, 20:20-21.) How did Paul reason with his hearers? According to I Corinthians 2:1, Paul’s message and his preaching was, “Not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, so that the faith of the hearer’s might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power.” What did Paul reason with his hearers about? The content of Paul’s message is summarized in his statement, “We preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles” (I Corinthians 1:23). Let us now consider the biblical record in order to gain a fuller comprehension of what Paul preached in order to make disciples. In the book of Acts, Luke said that Paul’s message included the following:

  

-A call to repent: I have
declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus (Acts 20:21). “first to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to  the  Gentiles  also,   I preached  that they  should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds” (Acts 26:20).


-               Teaching about why the Christ had to suffer: “I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would happen-- that the Christ would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would proclaim light to his own people and to the Gentiles" (Acts 26:22-23).



-   Discourse about righteousness, self-control and judgment: “Paul discoursed about righteousness, self-control and judgment to come” (Acts 24:25).


- Teaching about the Kingdom of God: “From morning till evening Paul explained and declared to them the Kingdom of God and tried to convince them about Jesus from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets” (Acts 28:23).


 

As we will see later, Luke’s record of Paul’s message is consistent with the letters Paul wrote and also with the message that Jesus preached. But before moving on, let us consider some of the phrases Luke recorded to glean further understanding of Paul’s message.

  

Turn to God in repentance- Consider the word “repentance.” This word is used throughout the New Testament. John the Baptist, Jesus and the apostles used it. It means essentially to stop going one way and go the opposite way. It implies that the hearer is going the wrong way and needs to turn and go the opposite direction. Those who used the word repent or repentance were calling attention to something negative about the hearer. The hearer was living a life that was wrong in God’s sight and must turn completely around to avoid judgment. From this phrase we know that the message of Jesus and His apostles often pointed out that which was wrong about the lives of their hearers.  

  

That the Christ would suffer- Admittedly, Paul had to spend much time proving to the Jews that the Christ would suffer. They were expecting that when the Christ arrived, He would usher in a new kingdom on earth that would crush the Roman Empire. So, Paul simply quoted Old Testament scriptures to prove that the Christ  would  suffer. But eventually, Paul would have to reason with the hearers as to why the Christ had to suffer. In his epistles, Paul does this very thing by pointing to the depravity of all mankind and their just condemnation (see Romans 1:18-2:2, 3:10-21; Galatians 3:19-22; Ephesians 2:1-3; Colossians 1:13-14, 21-22; II Thessalonians 1:7-9). According to Paul, all people are born into the kingdom of darkness that is ruled by Satan.
Being aligned with Satan under his rule, all people are born into the world alienated from God and are His enemies. In order for His enemies to have peace declared between themselves and God, they have to be reconciled on His terms. These terms require full punishment for all crimes that God’s enemies commit against Him. Since the enemies of God can never make up for their crimes, they will have to either suffer eternally away from the holy God or receive a perfect right standing through a qualified, sinless substitute who will suffer in their place for all the crimes they committed. God Himself became that sacrifice and this is the only sacrifice that satisfies His righteous demands. In order to reason with his hearers as to why the Christ had to suffer, Paul taught them these things. His teaching did not shy away from identifying the absolute wretchedness found in every man. He did not make God out to be an unrighteous Judge that can simply sweep the sins of His enemies under the carpet. Rather, Paul taught that God has appointed a day that He will judge the world through Jesus Christ and cast all the unbelievers into everlasting torment.

 

Righteousness, self-control and judgment to come- We can glean more about Paul’s methods and message from Luke’s record of Paul’s hearing with Felix. 

 

 

“Several days later Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was a Jewess. He sent for Paul and listened to him as he spoke about faith in Christ Jesus. As Paul discoursed on righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and said, "That's enough for now! You may leave. When I find it convenient, I will send for you." (Acts 24:24-25).


  

According to Luke’s record, part of Paul’s dialog about faith in Christ Jesus  included  subjects  like “righteousness, self-control and judgment to come.” From the testimony in Acts, we get the impression that Paul’s captors had a high respect for him. This suggests that he must not have acted like a scowling “fire and brimstone preacher” pictured in so many Hollywood movies. We get the impression that it is possible to discuss subjects like hell, sin, and righteousness in an intelligent, sincere and loving manner. Paul did not “look down” in judgment on his hearers or “rant and rave” at them. Nevertheless, it is easy to prove that he spoke about things that were undoubtedly offensive to them. 

       

Declared to them the Kingdom of God- Implied in the phrase, “Kingdom of God,” is the concept of authority. In a kingdom, the king has absolute authority over his subjects. Those living in democratic countries have difficulty feeling the weight of this. We have no concept of what it is like to live under the absolute rule of a sovereign king. If we did, we might have a greater sense of fear toward God as the One who has absolute authority over His subjects. We might understand better just how dangerous it is to offend such a King. When Paul and Jesus preached the Kingdom of God, the hearers understood these things because such rule existed in most human governments of the day.

  

Paul’s writings reveal his “message.”- To learn more about the message Paul preached, we can simply read his letter to the Romans. Paul wrote this letter to people that he had not previously met in order to convey the gospel in great detail to them. In this epistle, Paul “reasons” with the reader using various biblical texts to establish his case. To imitate Paul, we should strive to convey the same message in a manner that impacts those who  listen  as  Paul’s letter impacted those who received it. Does Paul’s letter to the Romans contain arguments designed to prove the existence of God and authority of His word? No! On the contrary, he merely states as fact that God has declared all that people need to know through the creation so that any who deny His existence are without excuse. Also, rather than debate the authority of the Bible, he attributes complete authority to it by the way he quotes from it as the Word of God.

Let us now consider how his message, as laid out for us in his letter to the Romans, would impact the hearer or reader. In the first section (1:1 through 3:20), Paul argues from Old Testament scripture that all people are natural born enemies of God, wicked in His sight and justly condemned and fully deserving of His wrath. Paul does not beat around the bush or sugar coat this message. He quotes from various Old Testament scriptures to establish truths such as those that follow:

-Absolutely nobody “seeks God” (3:11).

-There is absolutely nobody that qualifies as “good” in God’s sight (3:10 & 12).

-In themselves, everyone is useless for God’s purposes (3:12).

-All people are liars by nature (3:13).

-It is the nature of people to murder (3:15).

-All people of the world are justly condemned and accountable to God for their actions (3:9 & 19).

All of the gospel themes that Paul discusses from 3:21 to the end of the book are based upon the foundation first laid in 1:1 – 3:20. In other words, when Paul reasoned with people about Jesus, he obviously considered it essential to first get personal with them about their sin and prove that they deserved condemnation before discussing God’s chosen remedy as seen in the substitutionary death of Jesus. Paul was guided by the truth that Jesus came to save sinners, not those who think they can come before God based upon their own righteousness (see Luke 5:31-32).

  






  







Jesus reasoned about sin, righteousness and judgment.

    

 Our consideration of Jesus’ teachings will serve to underscore why Paul and the other apostles spent so much time discussing sin, righteousness and judgment to come. 

The world has always had its philosophers who, like the Athenians, spend “their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to the latest ideas” (Acts 17:21).  They

pride themselves in their ability to reason with their minds supposing to understand the meaning of life.  But Jesus, the Creator of life, is the meaning of life. Jesus’ teachings were not like any man that had ever lived before Him. In contrast to a mere man, “He taught as one who had authority” (Matthew 7:29). As the Great Physician, He understood the sickness of the human heart. He said, “Out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander” (Matthew 15:19). When He made statements like this, He spoke them as if He was the Physician that has the knowledge and ability to heal, not as one who also was in need of healing.  You and I can quote Matthew 15:19 to others to help them better understand
 the condition of the hearts of all people, including our own. But Jesus spoke these words as if they were coming directly from the mouth of God. He spoke as One having authority and as the One who “looks at the heart” (see I Samuel 16:7 and John 2:25). As we consider how Jesus made disciples, keep in mind that, being the Great Physician, He always sought to cut into the hearts of His listeners. If you read the gospels with this in mind, you will note that much of His teachings dealt with the sinfulness of man and the righteousness of God in order to sweep away the lie that each man loves to believe- the lie that he is righteous enough to stand before God. Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” (Luke 5:31-32). For a man to become a disciple of Jesus, he must first be stripped of the lie that he has been clinging to and see himself as one who has greatly offended God as a wicked criminal headed for punishment. When Jesus talked with them, He spoke about things that would help people gain this type of understanding and eventually embrace it in their hearts. In order to become more effective evangelists, we must follow the pattern of Jesus and His disciples. Consider some examples of how Jesus spoke words that would help people better understand their sinful condition before the righteous God.

One of my favorite examples is Jesus’ conversation with the Samaritan woman in the fourth chapter of John’s gospel. First, we notice that Jesus loved this sinner. It made no difference to Him that she was a woman or that she was a Samaritan. The Jews considered Samaritans inferior. Jewish men generally did not speak with Samaritans. To top it off, this one was a woman. Jesus saw her as one who was alienated from God and in need of reconciliation. His love drove Him to speak words to her that would result in her salvation.    He does not quickly hit her with the fact that she is a rebel against God. First, He speaks of something for which her soul longs- living water that springs up to eternal life. For the first part of the conversation, she remains fixed in her self-righteousness without facing her need of salvation. It was in a state of unbelief that she said, "Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water." Her statement seems to have a sarcastic tone. She really didn’t believe what Jesus had said to her. Knowing that the woman was refusing to see herself rightly, Jesus then confronted her with her own sinful life. This pricked her heart and made her feel uncomfortable. So, she began to squirm and tried to get the focus off her sinfulness. But Jesus continued the dialog with more foundational truth. From this narrative, we observe that once He got her attention by talking about the living water, Jesus began working the soil of her heart by tilling it with truth about her sinfulness.

After His words reminded her of her sinfulness, He introduced Himself as the Messiah. Then, faith sprang to life in the Samaritan woman and she immediately began testifying to her neighbors with spontaneous excitement that she had found the Messiah (see John 4:7-30). It is in this immediate context that Jesus instructs His disciples to go into the harvest and reap as He was reaping.

To prepare the soil of the human heart so that people would understand their sinful condition, Jesus often spoke in parables knowing that those parables would benefit some people and not others.  For example, He used the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector to teach that only those who see themselves as the wretched tax collector in need of God’s mercy can be justified (Luke 18:9-14). By identifying the repentant tax collector as the one who was justified before God, He disturbed those who were trusting in their own righteousness. 

Jesus often used the law to confront people with God’s righteousness so that they might begin to see themselves rightly. For example, a lawyer once asked him what he must do to inherit eternal life. Rather than answering the way we would answer, Jesus said, "What is written in the Law? How do you read it?" The lawyer answered, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind”; and, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Then Jesus said, "You have answered correctly, do this and you will live” (Luke 10:25-28). Rather than tell the lawyer that all his righteous deeds were as filthy rags, He simply applied the law to the man’s heart. He knew that this man (like all unbelievers) was seeing himself as righteous enough. Perhaps the man was bothered and wanted some reassurance that he was acceptable to God, so he asked, "And who is my neighbor?”  (The Bible says that he wanted to justify himself.) Then Jesus proceeded to tell him a parable about a Samaritan who acted in a loving manner toward a man who was left injured and dying. In this discourse, Jesus still did not present the lawyer with the “good news.” He confronted him with the very law that the man was counting on to make himself right with God. Jesus merely said, “Go and do likewise.” Jesus was using the law to show to this man that he was failing to measure up to its righteousness. From Jesus’ command to go and do likewise we can deduce that the man had been failing to act in the way that the Samaritan treated the injured man. Not only this,
the lawyer was probably thinking of himself as far superior to all Samaritans. While we would want to take this opportunity to share the good news of the forgiveness of sins through Jesus’ sacrificial death, Jesus was content to leave this man without explaining it to him. It appears that Jesus did not think that this ground was quite ready for the gospel seed to be planted.

Jesus used the law in a similar way when confronting the rich young ruler who also saw himself as righteous (Luke 18:18-23). Jesus confronted him with the law and the young man said that he had kept it all his life. Rather than tell him he was self-deceived, Jesus merely said, “Go and sell all your possessions and give them to the poor and then come and follow me.” By saying this, Jesus revealed to this man that he was failing to keep the law. To fulfill the law, we must love others as ourselves. This man loved himself more than others because he would not share his wealth with anyone. The man went away miserable because he recognized that he loved his riches too much to let go of them. This exchange showed that he really did not believe in his heart that he needed salvation. Otherwise, he would have followed Jesus’ advice. He got a glimpse of his wretchedness. The rich young ruler was not willing to let go of the life he loved so much. And according to Jesus, a man must “lose his own life” in order to inherit eternal life (see Matthew 10:39, 16:25, Mark 8:35, Luke 9:24, 17:33).

 

 

Besides these things, Jesus taught the following:

-All people are born wretched sinners with hearts full of murder and adultery (Matthew 15:10-20, John 8:44).

-People need to repent.  “From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the Kingdom of heaven is near" (Matthew 4:17).

-Judgment is coming and all deserve to be cast into hell (Matthew 5:22, 29-30; 7:21-23; 8:12; 10:28; 13:37-50; 22:13; 25:30; Luke13:24-30; 14:16;16:19-31).   

-Unless a person lets go of the life he loves so much, he will not inherit eternal life (Matthew 10:39).

-A person must be willing to die for Jesus (Matt.16:24-28).

-All true believers will be hated by the world (Matthew 10:22-23; John 15:20-25).

Jesus and His apostles taught and preached about the Kingdom of God. This kingdom is the opposite of the kingdom of darkness.    All things pertaining to the kingdom of light are offensive to the subjects in the kingdom of darkness. Being in darkness, the people are blinded by their king Satan (II Corinthians 4:4). In order to help people begin to see, we must follow the pattern of Jesus and His apostles. People need to be lovingly confronted with their true condition before God and warned that all His enemies will rightly be thrown into eternal hell at the coming judgment. Just as Jesus did not skip over these matters, we too must be willing to discuss them. One of our goals must be to help the hearer understand his condition before God and we should be willing to take as much time and be as direct as necessary in order to accomplish it. He must begin to see the vileness of his sin in God’s sight. 

    

Suggestion: Try reading the book of Matthew again taking special notice of how Jesus interacted with people. This reading will underscore what I have written here.


















  







How did Jesus and the apostles share the “good news?”

   

If you have read up to this point, you probably know by now that, from my perspective, sharing the good news of Jesus Christ is something far different than saying, “Smile. God loves you.” We must talk about things that may seem negative. Yet, for every negative point we make about sin, righteousness and judgment, there is a positive counter point in the good news of Jesus Christ. 

 

Examples:

  

-We must tell them that no one is righteous. But we can also tell them that whoever believes from the heart receive a righteousness from God that is not their own.

  

-We must them that because God is absolutely righteous, He must punish each and every sin. But we can also tell them that Jesus took all of the punishment we deserve for each and every sin.

  

-We must tell them that all people are rebels against the rule of God. But we can also tell them that when God raises a person to new life and reconciles him to Himself, He causes him to gladly discard his own ambitions and self-rule to take upon himself the yoke of our new, loving and wise Master who can be fully trusted to rule our his life.

  

-We must tell them that people live selfish lives and tend to hurt each other. But we can also tell them that when God delivers a man out of darkness, He gives him a new heart that seeks the welfare of others above his own.

  

Only when a man comprehends the vastness of his sin and God’s perfect righteousness will he begin to fathom the fullness of the good news of Jesus Christ. To share the gospel properly,   we should make much of both the bad news and the good news so
that
the
hearer
perceives
the connection between the elements of each. The more the hearer understands the various facets of the bad news, the more he will comprehend the love of God as seen in the sacrifice of His Son in his behalf. If you have explained the bad news in great detail, then you will be able to share the good news in great detail.  It is with great joy that we can exclaim glorious truths like those below:

-Though we were enemies of God deserving nothing but His wrath, God sent His Son into the world to take our punishment for us!
(Isaiah 53:6).


- Two thousand years ago, Jesus was whipped, beaten and hung on a cross to die even though He had never sinned. He took our sins upon Himself and bore the wrath of God as our substitute (I Peter 3:18).

- This voluntary, obedient sacrifice satisfied the righteous demands of God. Justice was served (Romans 3:21-26).

- Whoever places their trust in Jesus as the only way to be reconciled to God and believes that Jesus’ sacrifice satisfied God’s righteous demands, receives forgiveness of sins, once and for all (Acts 10:43).

- Jesus was not defeated. Through His death, He gained victory for God!
(Colossians 2:15). On the third day after His death, Jesus rose from the dead and was seen by many witnesses. Then God raised Him up to sit at His right hand as Lord and Judge over all  (Acts 17:31).

- Jesus will re-create the heavens and the earth where His people will enjoy Him forever, and all who do not know Him will be cast into hell forever  (Revelation 21:1-8).

- God has made the way open for all who believe to be reconciled to Him and to begin following Jesus as the new loving Master over their lives (John 3:16).

 

Their conversations usually involved two-way dialog.

 

In the gospels, we often see Jesus speaking with a single person. In many of these instances, there were others standing around observing but most of his recorded dialog was one-on-one. Jesus, the Lord of heaven and earth, evidently saw value in purposely speaking with people one-on-one. He whose time was worth more than the universe itself, thought it was important to spend time speaking with people one-on-one. This should be our attitude also. If Jesus  took the time to do it, then so should we. Beyond the example Jesus set for us, we should do so because these conversations afford opportunities to discuss the gospel using two way dialog, which is the most efficient means for presenting the gospel.

When the gospel is proclaimed to larger groups without two-way dialog, the people listen, but only with varying degrees of attentiveness. In this type of setting, the unbeliever can more easily be distracted and thus miss much of what is being said. He is also prone to think that he is not the sinner being addressed by the preacher. When we talk face-to-face with an unbeliever, he is a captive audience. In one-on-one conversations, both parties involved must listen and comprehend what each other is saying or the conversation essentially comes to a halt. Each person must concentrate on what the other person is saying so that he will be able to answer or ask a question or share something relevant to the next statement he hears.

During a mission exposure trip to Minneapolis in the summer of 2008, our team visited a soup kitchen that ministers to the downcast. During this meeting, the gospel was accurately and faithfully presented and then a meal was served. During the meal time, I met Lester, a Native American homeless man in his late twenties. Lester seemed bright and was quite articulate as we discussed the gospel. During this conversation, I learned that Lester had attended many of these meetings in the past and had heard the gospel proclaimed on numerous occasions. He said he had accepted Jesus a few years earlier, but most of the words he spoke to me suggested otherwise. I asked him if he thought he was a good person. He said “Yes.” I asked him if he had heard the Ten Commandments. He said, “Yes.” I asked him if he had kept them. He said, “Pretty much… perhaps seven or eight of them.” In his mind, keeping most of them meant he was good. He was relying on his relative goodness for hope of heaven. For several minutes, I began teaching him more about the law. He was surprised to learn that hating someone was the same as murdering them in our heart. He said he had often hated people including even his own mother and father. Then I taught him that each time a man sins, he commits idolatry because he puts himself in God’s place as ruler and thus makes himself out to be god over his life. He understood this. I also taught him that God’s absolute righteousness demands that all sin be punished. I showed him that all people fully deserve hell and that if a person dies with their sin, they will go there forever. As a result of our two-way discussion, Lester seemed to be awakened to the seriousness of his condition for the first time. I have had many other conversations with people like Lester. They all had heard the gospel before but until they were involved in a one-on-one conversation that forced them to personally interact about the gospel, they never really understood its ramifications for their lives.

Besides all this, face-to-face conversations enable us to observe the body language and facial expressions of the person with whom we are talking. We can judge better if the gospel message is getting through because it produces reaction in the hearer. 

We conclude that the gospel is most effectively conveyed using two-way dialog and preferably one-on-one. Is it any wonder why this seems to be the most common method that was employed by Jesus and the apostles?

   

Methods not used by Jesus and the apostles

  

They did not gather people together to hear them preach.

 

 

What picture comes to your mind when you envision an evangelist? Do you see a man on television? Do you see a man standing at a podium in front of a large crowd? I suspect that many Christians consider Billy Graham the world’s greatest evangelist.  He spoke to very large gatherings of people. Prior to him, evangelists held similar crusades using tent meetings. This practice is continued to this day. Many churches hold periodic “revivals” in their church building. Evangelists are invited to speak at these meetings that often extend over several days. Let’s face it, most evangelism approaches attempt to gather as many people as possible together where the gospel message can be delivered. While this may be a valid way to reach people with the gospel, it does not seem to be something practiced by Jesus or His Apostles.

Jesus never made efforts to gather crowds together in order to speak to them. When crowds of people did hear the word preached, it was God who gathered them together. The evangelists in the New Testament did not utilize a strategy of gathering people together to hear a “professional” preach the gospel. Sometimes, Paul purposefully went to places where there would be people already gathered together. Since it was his commission to preach to the Jews first, then to the Gentiles, he often went to synagogues. But his strategy never included efforts on his part to gather people together beforehand. 

Most Christians relegate evangelism to the professionals.  They are content to be spectators rather than participants. Instead of recognizing God’s call for them to evangelize, they might occasionally invite people to church to hear a sermon. The New Testament pattern indicates that the church members spread God’s message and as a result, the message “rang out.” (See I Thessalonians 1:8.)

The following “non-biblical” methods will be examined in more detail in Section 2 but they deserve some mention here.

  

Jesus and His apostles never told a person to pray a “sinner’s prayer.”

  

The entire New Testament is void of a single instance in which a sinner was instructed to pray a “sinner’s prayer.” 

  

Jesus and His apostles never used extra-biblical, intellectual arguments to convince people to become Christians.

  

Though the apostles were not ignorant of the philosophies of their day, they never used extra-biblical or philosophical arguments to convince people to become Christians.

  

Jesus and His apostles did not purposely invest time in developing friendships before proclaiming the gospel to people.

  

Jesus and the apostles proclaimed the gospel message everywhere they went and spent their time with those who seemed to receive it. There is no instance in which an apostle purposely developed a friendship with the intention of proclaiming the gospel after the relationship was better established.

  

Note: Most evangelical missionaries and individual Christians engage in one or more of these practices even though there is no biblical support for them.







  

Prepare your heart.

   

Before we begin talking with other people about their great need for Jesus, we must first check to see if our attitudes are right. Sometimes, it is difficult to know if any improper attitudes exist. Checking our motives for evangelizing can sometimes help us identify improper attitudes. Before we can evangelize in a way that honors Jesus, we must first discard any wrong attitudes. Also, to be biblically motivated to evangelize, you might want to read my book, Evangelism Fuel- Motivation to Evangelize.

   

Ambassadors of Christ reflect humility

    

All people are either ambassadors of Christ or ambassadors of Satan. There is no middle ground. Each person is either a citizen of the Kingdom of God or the kingdom of darkness. All who make up the Kingdom of God are ambassadors of Christ (II Corinthians 5:20). To represent His Kingdom, we must reflect Christ’s image or the message we proclaim, even if it is biblically accurate, will be distorted by the attitudes and behavior people observe in us. To properly convey the message of the cross, we must be humble people that are moved by love for God and our fellow man. It is essential that we first see ourselves rightly as those, who apart from Christ, deserve eternal hell. If we look down on unbelieving people as if we are superior and would never behave like them, we should examine ourselves to see if we are in the faith (II Corinthians 13:5). Hypocritical attitudes are those of an unregenerate heart. "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, `Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye” (Matthew 7:3-5). Only true believers are qualified to evangelize.
 

 
 






  








Ambassadors of Christ love as Christ loved

  

Besides humility, as Christ’s ambassadors we must also be people that love, both in word and in deed. If we do not possess Christ-like love, we are not in a position to represent Christ to others. In fact, we are not His disciples in the first place. “Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. This then is how we know that we belong to the truth” (I John 3:18 & 19). Jonathan Edwards said, “If persons have the true light of heaven let into their souls, it is not a light without heat. Divine knowledge and divine love go together. A spiritual view of divine things always excites love in the soul, and draws forth the heart in love to every proper object. True discoveries of the divine character dispose us to love God as the supreme good; they unite the heart in love to Christ; they incline the soul to flow out in love to God’s people, and to all mankind.”2
 It is possible for a person to present the gospel without being a Christian. My friend’s grandmother was actually going door-to-door evangelizing when she realized from the things her partner was saying that she did not know the Lord. John Wesley served as a missionary for some time before he realized that he was not a Christian. I mention this to make the point that in order to biblically evangelize, we must first possess the life of Christ. Secondly, our effectiveness at presenting Christ clearly will have a direct correlation to the degree in which His love rules our hearts. I am not suggesting that we put off the work of making disciples because we do not perfectly reflect the love of Christ. As sinners, we will never love perfectly. But as we seek to turn sinners from the path of destruction,   it  is essential that they see genuine Christ-like behavior and attitudes in us. We must first possess true humility and love that reflects the image of Christ.  
 


 






  







Discern your motives.

 
 

The Bible indicates that it is possible to evangelize with wrong motives (Philippians 1:15). An analysis of our motives may help us determine if our hearts are properly prepared for the work of evangelism. For example, what if our motivation is to merit acceptance with God? Muslims occasionally ask me why I go door-to-door proclaiming the gospel. Because of their works-based orientation to God, they assume I am doing it as a means of working my way to heaven. This is what motivates Jehovah’s Witnesses. This motivation greatly dishonors God by robbing Him of the glory due His name. This motivation is that of an unregenerate heart. If a person has such a motivation, they must first cease from their dead works and come to God on His terms through the finished work of Jesus alone.

What about motivations that are not so obviously wrong? For example, what if our motive is simply to make our local church into a larger, more impressive church? Is this not prideful? Or, what if the motive is self-preservation? Several times, I have heard people say that we need to reach Muslims with the gospel in order to reduce the threat that Islam represents to our country and Christianity. I have heard other people express similar sentiment about reaching the people of the inner-city in order to save our cities from crime. By nature, these motivations indicate an attitude of superiority over the people being evangelized. “If these people were only like us, then there would be no threat of terrorism and there would be less crime in our city.”   Attitudes like this are akin to racism. Christ’s work
has
enabled Christians to be set completely free from racism and all improper attitudes and motivations for evangelism. We must first see that apart from Christ alone, we are no different than anyone we are trying to reach. Apart from Christ alone, we are no different than Hitler or any other men considered to be monsters. We may not have killed millions of people, but from God’s view, there is virtually no difference between the worst monster and any other person on the face of the earth. If this is not your conviction, I recommend that you ask God to show you your sin lest you hear Jesus say on that day, “Depart from me, I never knew you.” Remember,  Jesus came to save sinners, not people who say in their hearts, “God, I thank you that I am not like other men--robbers, evildoers, adulterers--or even like this tax collector” (Luke 18:11).

Not only do improper motivations reflect ungodly attitudes within us, they cannot sustain a lifestyle of evangelism, especially as it is being lived out while under great trial and persecution. The more we seek to advance the Kingdom of God, the more Satan will try to destroy us. Our motivation must not come from pep talks or threats. Our motivation must come from the supernatural working of the Holy Spirit who lives within us. Our motivation must be connected directly to our view of God’s glory. Only as we gaze upon Jesus and walk in His Spirit, will we be able to continue proclaiming the gospel the way God intends. Listen to what the Apostle Paul says about these matters. “We have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body. …We do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.  For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal” (II Corinthians 4:7-12, 16-18). We must learn to view life and evangelism from Paul’s perspective. We must see that God has called us to a war that involves things and beings beyond what may be seen with the human eye. As you prepare your heart for the work of evangelism, keep fixing your eyes on things above or, like Peter, you will find yourself sinking into the water below your feet (see Matthew 14:28-30).

So what should motivate us to evangelize? We should do it because it is our delight to see Jesus exalted as His excellencies are proclaimed. After talking with the woman at the well, Jesus’ disciples brought Him food. He told them that He had food that they did not know about. Then He said that His food was to do the will of the Father. He made this statement as He was watching the people of the village coming to meet Him after hearing the woman tell them she had seen the Messiah. There have been many times that I started out discouraged going door-to-door to proclaim the gospel. After explaining the gospel to just one person, my discouragement was gone. It was as if I had eaten food for my soul. And nothing satisfies me like this type of soul food! Let us eat of this food and view it as absolutely essential for our spiritual life.
 

Jesus asks, “What do you seek from me?” When it comes to evangelism, have you asked yourself what you want Him to do for you. What are your prayers like? Have you ever asked Him to provide an opportunity to reach someone with the gospel? If so, that is good! If not, why have you not asked Him?  Have you ever asked Him to make you into a proficient evangelist that is humble, loving and useful for the advancement of His Kingdom? If so, that is good. If not, why have you not asked Him? Jesus taught that it is an eternal blessing to be a part of this great work of His. “I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. Thus the saying `One sows and another reaps' is true’” (John 4:35-37). If this is something that Jesus calls good, why not ask Him to accomplish it through you in great measure? Have you ever asked Him to use you mightily in bringing an entire multitude of people to the cross? If so, that is good. If not, why not? Would it not glorify Jesus greatly for a multitude of people to come to Him? Let us remind each other to stop looking inward and start asking God for glorious treasure- the souls of many who will praise Him forever! If we are asking these things for Jesus’ sake alone, our motive for asking is good.






  







Count the cost

   

If you take the teachings of this book to heart and set your self to do the work of evangelism, you will encounter increased opposition from Satan. The more you set yourself to do it, the greater his attack will be. Just as Jesus instructs people to count the cost of discipleship, you need to count the cost of doing this work. In reality, I consider them one in the same because I believe evangelism is merely part of true discipleship. Because the attacks will come from so many directions, I have set aside an entire section of this book to deal with this subject. As a part of your heart preparation, I strongly advise that you read Section 3
of this book, “Expect Opposition,”  and carefully consider the cost of setting yourself to this task.






  

Section 2: Doing the Work of Evangelism

   

-Sow the Gospel Seed

-Water the Gospel Seed.

-Harvest the Crop.

  

“Gideon ordered his men to do two things: covering up a torch in an earthen pitcher, he bade them at an appointed signal, break the pitcher and let the light shine, and then sound with the trumpet, crying, “The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon!” This is precisely what all Christians must do. First, you must shine; break the pitcher which conceals your light; throw aside the bushel which has been hiding your candle, and shine. Let your light shine before men; let your good works be such, that when men look upon you, they shall know that you have been with Jesus. Then, there must be the sound, the blowing of the trumpet. There must be active exertions for the ingathering of sinners by proclaiming Christ crucified. Take the gospel to them, carry it to their door; put it in their way; do not suffer them to escape it; blow the trumpet right against their ears”  (Charles H. Spurgeon).













  

Sow the gospel seed.

   

Before providing instruction about how to sow the gospel seed, I would like to give you a helpful suggestion that I have told numerous people. Unfortunately, this suggestion seems too simplistic to most people so it seems to fall on deaf ears most of the time. But it works. I hope you try it some time.

Are you a bit overwhelmed? Are you wondering if you will get tongue tied? Are you concerned that you might leave out some important points of the gospel? These are common fears. If you follow my suggestion, you will not have to worry about any of these things.

If you follow the pattern of Jesus and the apostles by intentionally focusing primarily on sin, righteousness and judgment; if you are patient to stick to these matters and reason with people about these things until they understand their predicament, then all of the information about the good news will eventually come up automatically and in a timely way as the conversation progresses without you having to worry about how and when to bring it up. You don’t have to rehearse any of the good news beforehand or keep it floating in your mind while you reason with the people about sin, righteousness and judgment. Just think about this for a moment. You already know the good news. It might not always be neatly organized in your mind but it is all there. You think about Jesus and His work all the time and it makes you rejoice. Every day, you thank Him for what He has done. Don’t worry about how or when all of this information should be presented during a conversation. Here is the reason. If you patiently reason with people about their sin, God’s righteousness and the coming judgment, so that the hearer begins to realize that he deserves to go to hell, you won’t have to remember to tell him his need for Jesus’ substitutionary sacrifice.  The hearer will begin to see his need all on his own. He may even ask you, “Then who can escape the punishment of hell? Aren’t we all doomed?” Many people have asked me questions like this. If someone asked you a question like this, don’t you think you would be able to answer him off the top of your head? You would not have to look at any notes. You would probably just blurt out something like this without even thinking about it, “God has made the way possible through the death of His Son Jesus!” If you said something like this, the hearer might then ask, “How is that possible?” If he asked this, you might say something like this, “ He took your punishment for you!” At this point, you could probably quote John 3:16. Or, you might say something like, “The Bible promises that if any man believes that Jesus died in his place and rose from the dead, he receives forgiveness of sins and eternal life!” There have been a few people that took my advice seriously and followed my suggestion. They tried reasoning with people about sin, righteousness and judgment without worrying about how they were going to present the “good news.” People who have tried this have told me afterward that the conversation was glorious and that the gospel was proclaimed in great detail. I hope you take my suggestion so you can experience this for yourself.

Having said all that, there is one thing that you might not remember to talk about if you follow my suggestion- the cost of discipleship. This may happen because it is easy to get caught up in the excitement of being used by God to proclaim His excellencies. This is very important and most people forget to talk about it. The importance of discussing the cost of discipleship will be covered later in this section of the book.






  







Don’t hide your purpose or identity as a Christian.  

   

If you tell people that you are a Christian who wants to talk with them about Jesus and the way to heaven, many of them will tell you they are not interested and walk away. Fearing this, some believers withhold their intentions hoping to warm people up before turning the conversation to the gospel. Jesus and his apostles never attempted to hide their purpose for initiating conversations.

It is true that if you tell people that you are a Christian who wants to talk with them about Jesus and the way to heaven, many of them will tell you they are not interested and terminate the conversation. But if you attempt to hide your purpose, the conversation may never get around to the gospel. You may end up talking with them for an hour about inconsequential things. Then, when you attempt to turn the conversation to the gospel, a person will just as likely tell you that he is not interested. He may even think you were being dishonest with him for the past hour. In reality, he would be justified for thinking this way. I guarantee that if you attempt to evangelize people while not being forthright about your purpose, gospel proclamation will be hit and miss and you will fail to become the evangelist that God desires to make of you. In order to fulfill the great commission, you must be purposeful about proclaiming the gospel. You must make up your mind in advance to be honest with people about your purpose for talking with them. Many people will tell you they are not interested but God will arrange for some to listen in order that they hear the gospel and eventually believe.

When I evangelize, I introduce myself as a Christian. I then say that I am talking with people about the way to heaven. I then ask them if they are interested in spiritual things and the way to heaven.  I  do not attempt to mask my intentions. Some people tell me they are not interested but if I keep approaching people this way, it generally does not take long for me to find someone who is interested enough to listen. God is the One who is at work behind the scene to cause people to listen. Therefore, let us place our confidence in His ability to arrange for that rather than our ability to warm people up to us.

 






  







Prepare the soil by helping them see their predicament.


   

Usually, if you ask a man if he is a sinner, he will respond with statements like, “Of course, everyone is a sinner. Nobody is perfect.” How does this answer strike you? Do you think that if you get a man to admit he is a sinner in this way that he sees himself as the Bible describes him? Let me assure you that his answer suggests just the opposite. In reality, his answer is an attempt to justify his sin. It serves as an excuse. After all, everyone is a sinner. Such a response shows that the man does not comprehend how greatly his sin offends the Holy God. This answer actually shifts some of the blame for his sin away from himself and onto God for creating him this way.

Generally, if you ask a man how a person can be made right with God, he will essentially say that as long as he tries to live a good life, God will let him into heaven. This perspective indicates a failure to comprehend the absolute righteousness of God. It makes God out to be less than perfect in His justice. It suggests that God is like a human judge who accepts plea bargains in exchange for a lighter sentence. It suggests that God will let some of those who are “guilty” of breaking His law go unpunished.

As we observed in Section 1, Jesus and the apostles always reasoned with people about sin, righteousness and judgment as THE means to prepare the heart to receive the gospel seed. They knew that, “The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God” (I Corinthians 2:14). They understood that unregenerate people are spiritually blind so that:

   

1. They do not see themselves as God sees them.


2. They do not see God as absolutely righteous. 


3. They do not see how their sin offends the holy God.


  


These deficiencies are common to all people of all religions and are THE reason why people do not come to Jesus for salvation. Because of this truth, the following statements are also true:

  


“If a man could see himself as the absolute righteous God sees him, he would gladly believe the gospel and bow his knee to Jesus.”

   

“Until a man gets a glimpse of himself as the absolute righteous God sees him, he simply will not come to Christ.”

   

We must try to help people see themselves and God rightly so they can be saved. To do this, we must explain what the Bible says about God’s absolute righteousness and what it says about their wretched condition as rebels against God.

While it is always helpful to understand the culture of the person with whom we are speaking, the message itself never changes. What do the following people all have in common? 

The Jew

The Muslim

The polytheistic Hindu

The Buddhist

The animist from China

The atheist

The Jehovah’s Witness

  

These people are all sinners in the hands of an angry God. It makes no difference whether or not they believe that God exists, or that there is more than one God or that the Bible is the Word of God or that Jesus is God the Son. Our message remains the same. We must first try to help them see themselves and God rightly so that they begin to realize that in reality, God views them as His enemies
who rightly deserve the sentence of eternal hell.

When Jesus spoke with the woman at the well and when Paul addressed the people at Athens,
they opened their conversations by saying things calculated to get the attention of their hearers. They did not immediately begin hammering the people about their sin. But before they even began to speak, they had full intentions of addressing issues like sin, righteousness and judgment. Their opening attention-getting statements were merely the means they used to direct the conversation to the weightier matters intended to cut to the heart. This is the pattern we see in discussions initiated by Jesus and His apostles. If an atheist insists that there is no God, he does it to his own condemnation. We have no power to make him believe “from the heart” that God exists. If a Muslim refuses to listen, claiming that the Bible cannot be trusted, he does so to his own condemnation. We have no power to make him believe “from the heart” that the Bible is God’s Word. If a Jehovah’s Witness insists that Jesus is something less than God, he does so to his own condemnation. We have no power to make him believe “from the heart” that Jesus is Lord. Though it may be possible to convince some people of truth intellectually, it is impossible to make them believe it “from their heart.” Only God can do this. Our job is to humbly speak the truth of the full gospel with a heart of love for God as Jesus and His disciples spoke it. But it is also our job to seek God’s power to do so and to learn how to do it more effectively.   He  is  able  to  make  us  skillful surgeons that know how to specifically apply the scalpel of truth in such a way that it produces true conviction. Even if the hearer refuses to believe at that moment, the seed has opportunity to take root in soil that is properly prepared.

I have presented the gospel in this way to hundreds of people that had actually heard it before I explained it to them. But because I patiently and lovingly first helped them to understand that, according to the Bible, they are considered wicked in God’s sight and fully deserving of hell, many of them told me that the message they were hearing  from  me  was  new  to  them, even though they had already heard it. Because they had not understood the Bible’s teaching about sin, righteousness and judgment to come, the gospel did not register in their minds and it did not leave an impression on their hearts. The connection between their sin and the cross did not take place until they first heard what the Bible says about their condition before God. Many have heard the phrase, “Jesus died for our sins.” Now, for the first time, many people with whom I have spoken finally understood the connection between their sin and the need for Jesus’ sacrificial death.

  






  







Steer conversations down the biblical path!  

    

Since it is our first goal to help the hearer see his predicament, we need to steer the conversation accordingly. In order to build a foundation for a discussion that will accomplish this, first ascertain what the hearer believes about the way to heaven. This may be as simple as asking him to tell you how a person can gain heaven. You could ask, “Why should God let you or me into heaven?” Virtually every person you meet will essentially tell you that in order to get to heaven, a man must earn acceptance with God by doing good works.    Make it your first goal to get the person to vocalize this in his own words. Once he does, the foundation is laid for a potentially fruitful discussion. At this point, you might say, “According to the Bible, it is impossible to get to heaven that way.” You can then begin to teach him what the Bible says about his sinfulness, God’s righteousness and the judgment to come. As a result, he will realize that according to the Bible, he cannot earn his way to heaven and that he stands condemned. 

For a good understanding of the content of the gospel as portrayed in the Bible, I recommend you read my book, The Way to Heaven- The Difference Between Islam and Christianity. 






  







Know the milestones of an Effective Gospel Discussion

   

You can begin a gospel conversation talking about perhaps anything imaginable. The conversation is dynamic so it will have a tendency to go in various directions. Lack of time might prevent you from fully presenting the gospel during the conversation. But if you achieve the following basic milestones, you will most likely end up presenting the entire gospel so that the unbeliever comprehends it at least with his mind. I recommend that you let these milestones guide you through every gospel conversation.

    

Milestone  1:  Get the unbeliever to tell you what he believes is “the way to heaven.”3

This milestone can happen near the beginning of a discussion and it serves as THE foundation for the rest of the conversation.

    

Milestone 2:  Get the unbeliever to either wonder or actually say out loud, “Well, what hope is there for anyone?...you seem to be saying that everyone is doomed to go to hell forever.”

Achieving this milestone may take up to an hour or two in some cases. The only way to achieve this milestone is to talk about God’s absolute righteousness and man’s absolute sinfulness. It requires patience to do this properly. If you gloss over this without the unbeliever coming to this conclusion in his mind, he will not properly see the connection to the cross. Jesus’ death will remain unimportant to him. So keep talking about sin, righteousness and judgment until he begins to wonder,  “What hope is there for anyone?”

    

Milestone 3:
Help him see how Jesus made it possible for him to be reconciled to God through His substitutionary death.

    

Milestone 4:
Help him count the cost of becoming a disciple of Jesus.  (Explain what happens when God regenerates a person. Tell him how He did this for you.)

   

If you are committed to help people see their true condition and would like to improve your ability to do so, I strongly urge you to acquaint yourself with “God’s Redemption Message” study guide in Appendix E. This material has proven itself extremely useful in conveying what the Bible says about God’s righteousness, their sinfulness, and the salvation that is available to them through Jesus’ work on the cross. Even though most unbelievers will not be willing to go through all of this material with you, I recommend that you still review the material yourself and make note of Bible verses that you would like to incorporate into your evangelism arsenal. Perhaps you should highlight them in your Bible or write down the references in the front of your Bible. If you have your Bible with you during a subsequent conversation, you can stress special points by looking up an appropriate verse and then asking the person to read it out loud. This can help them learn what the Bible teaches about sin, righteousness and judgment. 

  

Note: To see how these principles work, be sure to check out Appendix H: Examples of actual gospel conversations






  







Fulfill your role as one of God’s “prophets.”


     

“‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.’ ‘Ah, Sovereign LORD,’ I said, ‘I do not know how to speak; I am only a child.’ But the LORD said to me, ‘Do not say, `I am only a child.’ You must  go  to  everyone  I  send  you  to  and  say  whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,’ declares the LORD. Then the LORD reached out His hand and touched my mouth and said to me, ‘Now, I have put my words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant….Get yourself ready! Stand up and say to them whatever I command you. Do not be terrified by them, or I will terrify you before them’” (Jeremiah 1:5-10,17).


 

While we are not all apostles, prophets, evangelists or pastors in the sense that Paul meant in Ephesians 4:11, we are all ambassadors that represent Christ. In the same way that Jeremiah was called to speak forth God’s truth, we must all learn to view ourselves as God’s prophets who have been given the solemn task of speaking forth the truth that is offensive and foolish to the natural man. If we fail to speak forth the truth about the predicament of the unbeliever in such a way that causes an impact, our message will have the opposite effect upon the hearer. He will be lulled to sleep and be further convinced that he has no reason to be alarmed about his condition.  Concerning the false prophets of his day, Jeremiah said, “They have lied about the LORD; they said, “He will do nothing! No harm will come to us; we will never see sword or famine” (Jeremiah 5:12). If we avoid talking about an unbeliever’s sin, God’s righteousness and the judgment to come,   he will be made to think that everything is okay and there is nothing to be troubled about. Though unintentional, we might effectively be giving a message of peace when judgment is looming over the head of the hearer. God does not want the hearer to think that everything is peaceful between God and him. Let the seriousness of His pronouncement against the false prophets make us careful to warn people about their predicament.


  

“Then the LORD said to me, ‘The prophets are prophesying lies in my name. I have not sent them or appointed them or spoken to them. They are prophesying to you false visions, divinations, idolatries and the delusions of their own minds. Therefore, this is what the LORD says about the prophets who are prophesying in my name: I did not send them, yet they are saying, `No sword or famine will touch this land.’ Those same prophets will perish by sword and famine. And the people they are prophesying to will be thrown out into the streets of  Jerusalem  because of the famine and sword. There will be no one to bury them or their wives, their sons or their daughters. I will pour out on them the calamity they deserve’” (Jeremiah 14:14-16).



  

Too many people think of Jesus only as the gentle baby in the manger. It is our responsibility to warn them that He is the Almighty Judge that will soon mete out judgment. “Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. He will rule them with an iron scepter. He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty” (Revelation 19:15).  It would be unloving to withhold or gloss over the truth so that the unbeliever goes away thinking that he does not have to be concerned about the wrath of God.


 






  







Help the hearer understand the cost of discipleship.


   

Evangelism includes the task of making the cost of discipleship known to an unbeliever. Discussing the cost of true discipleship is like digging into the soil so that the gospel seed has a place to take root. But the timing of this task depends on God’s leading. Unless a person is at least beginning to understand that he deserves condemnation and that the remedy may be found only in Christ, it may not be the time to discuss the cost of true discipleship. But as progress is being made beyond mental comprehension and into the area of the heart, we must tell him that he must lose his life unto Christ in order to find it. He must be made to understand that once a man believes from the heart, the life he has been living will no longer be the same. God will begin to make him hate the things he has loved and love the things that God loves. Instead of being swept along by fleshly desires, as a believer, he will find himself swimming up stream against the current of sinful cravings. The hearer must be told that unless he is willing to lose the life he currently loves for Christ’s sake and suffer for Him, he is not worthy to be called His disciple. By making the cost known to him, as God leads, he will be forced to further engage the gospel with his heart, not just his mind. We know that a person cannot be saved until the heart is brought to bear on these matters because it is with the heart that man believes. “For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified,  and it is with your mouth that you
confess and are saved” (Romans 10:10). Therefore, we should bring up the cost of discipleship when it appears that the person is beginning to comprehend his predicament and is beginning to appreciate the good news of Jesus’ sacrificial death.

 






  







Observe the reaction to evaluate progress.  

    

One time, after talking with a Muslim man for several minutes about sin, righteousness and judgment, I summed up by stating that, due to these things, everyone on earth deserves to go to hell forever. The man scowled and said, “That’s stupid!” Then he turned and said, “That’s stupid,” “That’s stupid,” repeatedly, as he walked away. Now this may seem like a failed attempt to evangelize but at least this man understood this part of the message, even though he did not accept it that moment. I should also mention that I cannot recall another conversation that ended that way.

In your conversations, look for some sort of reaction to the message. If you get no reaction, then either you have not made the truth about the unbeliever’s predicament clear or he simply has not been listening. Since some people are hard to read, it sometimes helps to interject questions like, “Have you ever heard this before?” or “Does this news sound like good news or bad news?” If the hearer does not seem to be reacting, he probably has not yet comprehended the gravity of his condition before God.  

People are amazingly proficient at selectively tuning out things they do not want to hear. Since most people think they already have the answers to life, they tend to listen in a way that filters the information through their system of looking at things. I have had conversations with some people during which I clearly told them that they stood condemned before God and were headed for hell. Yet, they just smiled politely. In many such cases, I asked questions or made statements that might help me determine if the person understood what I was saying. Often, it was clear that they just were not getting it. After lengthy discussions about sin, righteousness, judgment and the need for a substitutionary sacrifice, I have asked people how a person can be made acceptable to God only to have them say, “By doing good works.” Such a response indicates that they still do not understand their predicament. I have found that it usually takes several minutes and sometimes hours of reasoning with people about sin, righteousness and judgment before they really begin to sense their condition. You need to get accustomed to repeatedly steering conversations back to the need for salvation to help people comprehend their predicament. 

Just as Jesus often did, we should not hesitate to bring up specific sins under the magnifying glass of the law. Go through the commandments with them to show that they have broken them. It is often necessary to make true statements that are designed to get their attention such as, “The Bible says that all of us, including you and me, deserve to go to hell forever.” Or, “Did you know that God’s wrath is resting on all who do not follow Jesus?” I am not suggesting we do this in a mean-spirited fashion. We must humbly speak to the listener in a sincere and loving manner so that he understands that we see ourselves as wretched sinners as well. But we must not dodge the important issues of sin, righteousness and judgment to come. Scripture contains many examples of God’s people being blunt about these matters: Paul with Felix (Acts 24:24-25), John the Baptist with Herod (Matthew 14:3-5), Peter with Simon the sorcerer (Acts 8:18-24) and Paul with the magician (Acts 13:9-11). If we faithfully stick to these principles, some conversations might be cut short because the listener will not like what he is hearing. We should not be troubled that we did not get a chance to share the “good news.” It is great when we get to do so but the fact that the listener reacted so negatively may be a very good sign that we struck a nerve that needed to be struck. We must keep in mind that God is fully capable of bringing someone else into his life to continue the discourse. Our goal should be to sow seeds of gospel truth in each conversation and pray that God sends others to water the seed. Remember, God alone gives the increase.

  






  







Consider the culture but never alter the message!

    

Besides learning how to evangelize after the pattern of Jesus and His apostles, I also suggest that you consider the culture of the people you hope to evangelize. Paul said, “Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law), so as to win those not having the law. To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some. I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings” (I Corinthians 9:19-23). It is wise to consider that there are likely some things about the culture that are good to know if your goal is to reach some for Christ. For example, in many Middle-Eastern cultures, it is considered an insult if you show someone the bottom of your shoe. If you are trying to reach people in such cultures, it is helpful to know this so that you can avoid offending someone needlessly. 

While it is wise to learn about the culture in order to avoid needless offenses, we must never alter the message of the gospel in our attempts to reach people!

  

Even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned! (Galatians 1:8-9)


   

Since the Apostle Paul pronounced such a curse against anyone preaching a different gospel, all Christians do well to examine the gospel they preach and be extremely careful to correct anything deficient in the message they proclaim. The redemption message must never change! There are many people living in the twenty-first century that have erroneously suggested that before we reach out to people, we must study their culture in order to develop a message that will not offend them. For example, to be less offensive, many missionaries now use the Qur'an instead of the Bible to evangelize Muslims. I hope you recognize, especially in light of the Apostle Paul’s warning, that such a practice is a dangerous violation of God’s will. Just remember, God’s message of redemption must not be altered!  

  






  







Do not rely on extra-biblical, intellectual arguments.4

   

“It is impossible to convince a man to believe by simply addressing all of his intellectual objections”(Tom Bear).

   

During the past century, the evangelical church has drifted from a reliance on the gospel itself and has increased its dependence on the use of extra-biblical, intellectual arguments in order to “convince people to become Christians.” When I first came to Christ in the late 1970’s, I enjoyed reading a book by Paul Little entitled, “How to Give Away Your Faith.” This book, like many similar books, presents logical arguments that support various Christian beliefs. Examples of these beliefs include the infallibility of the Bible, the existence of God and the deity of Christ. In his book, Paul Little taught that we should use these arguments to address intellectual objections to the gospel message. I learned some of these and used them at times when discussing the gospel with unbelievers.  One of my favorites states that Jesus could only be one of the following: 

-the Son of God

-a liar

-a lunatic 

-a legend 

This argument states that there can be no other logical possibility. For example, He could not have merely been a good man because a good man does not claim to be the Son of God if he is just a man. If He were merely a man, then stating such a claim would make him either a lunatic or a liar. Either way, He would not qualify as a good man.  

While I enjoy reading such logical arguments and would never discourage others from doing the same, I believe that dependence on them in evangelistic outreach is unfounded, biblically speaking. In fact, Paul would say that to do so makes the cross “empty of its power” (see I Corinthians 1:17). Please consider some observations from the Bible and ask yourself if perhaps you might be wrongly relying on the use of extra-biblical, intellectual arguments in order to “convince people to become Christians.”

As we already observed from Luke’s testimony in Acts, Paul “reasoned” with his hearers. Please understand that I am not suggesting that we abandon the biblical practice of reasoning with people. As you study the Bible, ask yourself, “What did the Apostle Paul, Jesus and the other disciples reason with their hearers about?” Was their reasoning designed to address intellectual objections raised by the hearer? Were they debating the existence of God? Were they debating the authenticity of the Scripture? Were they using extra-biblical, intellectual arguments to prove that Jesus was God come in the flesh? By examining the biblical record, you will see that they were not doing any of these things. Undoubtedly, some will site Paul’s short sermon at Athens (Acts 17) to support the idea that he used extra-biblical arguments. I suggest that upon closer investigation, you will see that he merely used extra-biblical data to gain the attention of his hearers, not convert them. Once he had their attention, Paul immediately shifted the attention to gospel truth that was aimed at the heart, not the intellect. It is noteworthy that he did not debate the existence of the One True and Living God with the polytheists in the crowd.   He merely stated as fact that He is the Creator and that, as His creatures, all people are accountable to Him and should therefore REPENT. Then he said that God has appointed a man (Jesus) to judge the world in righteousness and proved it by raising Him from the dead. (Acts 17:22-31.)  Paul did not rely on intellectual arguments in his preaching. He relied on the biblical truth calculated to impact the heart. This is in keeping with his testimony, “My
message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power” (I Corinthians 2:4-5). Rather than depend on carefully crafted arguments to persuade men intellectually, he stuck with the gospel itself that he referred to as, “the power of God unto salvation to all who believe” (Romans 1:16). He obviously knew that many people would think of him as an intellectual fool for preaching the gospel because he also said, “The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God” (I Corinthians 1:18). Paul was an intellectual giant in his day. Yet, when we study the book of Acts and Paul’s epistles, we see that Paul resisted the use of his superior knowledge to debate with people merely on an intellectual level. Rather, he reasoned with people about the same types of things that Jesus reasoned with them about. The Bible says that Paul reasoned with people “from the scriptures” (Acts 17:2). I cannot find any examples of Paul relying on extra-biblical, intellectual arguments designed to “convince people to become Christians.”

Why do so many Christians rely so much on the use of extra-biblical, intellectual arguments in their evangelistic outreach? Perhaps they falsely think that if only they can convince people that their intellectual objections are unfounded, nothing will prevent them from making a decision to start following Christ. I have heard some people use I Peter 3:15 to support the use of extra-biblical, intellectual arguments   in    evangelistic   outreach. “     But in  your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.” The word “answer” is used to translate the Greek word “apologia.” In this verse, Peter refers to that which produces hope in us. What is it that produces hope in the believer? Is it a series of intellectual arguments that justify our position?  According to Paul, hope is produced as our faith is tested by God-ordained sufferings as part of the sanctification process.  “Since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us” (Romans 5:1-5). As our faith is tested, we discover anew that God’s promises are true indeed. As God sanctifies us, our hearts learn to trust more and more in God’s faithful care. As a result, we are inclined to hold fast by faith to His promises even when we are undergoing intense suffering or our lives are being threatened with death by God’s enemies. If there is such a thing as “defending the faith,” it is not done by presenting a series of intellectual arguments that justify our position. Rather, our faith is most clearly “defended” as unbelievers observe hope in us that cannot be explained naturally- a hope that flows from a heart that trusts God in the face of death. Peter is not teaching that we should use extra-biblical, intellectual arguments to defend our position but is talking about
the fact
that genuine faith in the face of great suffering does not go unnoticed. God puts such faith on display  in  us  so that unbelievers  become curious
and want to know how and why we can have hope under such difficult trial.

Please understand that I am not saying that it is wrong to learn apologetic arguments. In fact, I would recommend that Christians read books that contain them. I think that such arguments have their basis in logic and as such can be employed in our meditations about God, Jesus and His wonderful Word to us. Yet, I think that many Christians have fallen into the habit of wrongly relying on the use of these extra-biblical, intellectual arguments as if they form a biblical basis for evangelistic outreach. It is impossible to convince a man to believe by simply addressing all of his intellectual objections. The key element of evangelizing the lost is not the use of extra-biblical, intellectual arguments but rather, the communication of the gospel in such a way that the listener gains a mental understanding of its relevance so that it leaves an impression on his heart. As long as the listener understands our language, this can be accomplished regardless of his background, because all people have the same need! They are all sinners that have a false comprehension of their condition before God. If the listener gains a mental comprehension of the gospel in such a way that his heart is impacted, God is then able to regenerate him whenever He decides because the gospel is the supernatural seed of God. “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17). When we reason with people, let us use the biblical record as the foundation to demonstrate how God has poured out His mercy by coming to earth as a blood sacrifice who would bear the punishment people deserve in such a way that His righteous demands were fully satisfied.

 






  







Avoid arguing with unbelievers about their pet points.


   

Normally, unbelievers do not want to talk about the truth. They usually try to avoid it. “Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed” (John 3:20). If unbelievers don’t want to be entirely rude by slamming the door in our faces, they will try and deflect the discussion away from the gospel by citing their own talking points. The woman at the well did this during her conversation with Jesus when she tried to suggest that “she had her religion.” She was a Samaritan and Jesus was speaking from the standpoint of a Jew. To deflect the argument, she tried to imply that since she was not a Jew, the things Jesus was saying did not apply to her. Rather than debate her, Jesus simply quoted truth from the Scripture as the final word. Muslims will try to deflect the conversation by saying they don’t believe Jesus died or that the Bible cannot be trusted. It does not matter what they believe intellectually. Our approach should be the same as that of Jesus and His apostles. We should point them right back to the truth, fully believing in our hearts that the Bible is God’s Word and that Jesus did indeed die because man is guilty and has no way of paying the price required for all his sin. Because we are fully convinced of these things, we don’t have to feel as if it is our job to defend our position. Rather, we can come right back to the subjects that they don’t want to face: their sin, God’s righteousness and their just condemnation. After they understand what the Bible says about their predicament, we can reason with them about gospel truth. For example, we can get them to mentally agree that if the Almighty God did indeed come to earth in order to sacrificially die in their place, such an act would be a powerful demonstration of His love for them personally. So, even if they refuse to believe the truth, we can reason with them about it in order to convey gospel truth.

  






  







Discern when to stop talking. 

   

Jesus said,
“If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust off your feet when you leave that home or town” (Matthew 10:14). In most major cities, there is not enough dust swirling around to collect on the streets. Unless we are in a remote rural area, we won’t have dust on our feet. So, do we simply discard Jesus’ instruction to “shake the dust off our feet” when we encounter those who will not listen to our message? Is there anything in His instruction that applies to us today? I believe that there are times when we must withhold the gospel.

The Bible says that we are to “answer a fool according to his folly” (Proverbs 26:5). There is a prerequisite to the application of this instruction. It assumes that we ourselves are not “fools.” It is possible for us to act as a fool and this is done whenever we are wise in our own eyes. In fact, if we are wise in our own eyes, the fool is better off than us (Proverbs 26:12). The Bible teaches that we must use discretion when talking with people and sometimes this requires us to avoid answering foolish objections or questions or even cease talking completely. But our attitude must be right in the first place. If we are wise in our own eyes, then we cannot apply the principle taught by Proverbs 26:5 and Matthew 10:14  because  to  do  so,  we  would  be

playing the hypocrite. When a man that is wise in his own eyes preaches the gospel, its beauty is marred and its glory tarnished.  We must not give cause to the wicked to speak ill of the Name. But if we are walking in the Spirit, we will be enjoying clear eyesight that allows us to see ourselves, others and God properly. Only in this condition, with all planks removed, will we be able to see clearly enough to remove the speck from our friend’s eye (Matthew 7:5).  It is only then   that we are wise enough to follow the teaching of the next verse, “Do not cast your pearls before swine”(Matthew 7:6). Perhaps the Holy Spirit has not yet prepared this ground.

If we are going door-to-door and a person slams the door in our faces before we even get an opportunity to tell him our purpose for being there, do we “shake the dust off our feet” in a figurative sense? The feeling of personal rejection might incline us to do so, but that is not sufficient reason to “shake the dust off our feet.” For all we know, he might have thought we were sales people. The story of Phinehas sheds some light on this subject. 

 

“Moses said to Israel's judges, "Each of you must put to death those of your men who have joined in worshiping the Baal of Peor." Then an Israelite man brought to his family a Midianite woman right before the eyes of Moses and the whole assembly of Israel while they were weeping at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. When Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the priest, saw this, he left the assembly, took a spear in his hand and followed the Israelite into the tent. He drove the spear through both of them--through the Israelite and into the woman's body. Then the plague against the Israelites was stopped; but those who died in the plague numbered 24,000. The LORD said to Moses, "Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the priest, has turned my anger away from the Israelites; for he was as zealous as I am for my honor among them, so that in my zeal I did not put an end to them.  Therefore  tell  him  I  am making my covenant of peace with him. He and his descendants will have a covenant of a lasting priesthood, because he was zealous for the honor of his God and made atonement for the Israelites” (Numbers 25:5-13). 


 


In this age we are to put away our swords (John 18:10-11) but not our zeal! Like Phinehas, we are to
be
zealous for the honor of God.  We are called “ambassadors of Christ.” We represent His Kingdom and bear His Name. We carry His treasure, the gospel of Jesus Christ.  This treasure has infinite value because it cost Jesus His life. Because the blood of Jesus has infinite value, we must learn to regard His gospel as infinitely valuable to God. His honor is wrapped up in it. If we are angry because the person has attacked us personally or is mocking us just because we are “religious,” that is no cause to withhold the gospel and shake the dust off our feet. But if a person begins to mock God and despise the message of Christ, we must not continue to share the gospel with them lest it be trampled under their feet. 

In order to discern when to shake the dust off our feet, we must walk humbly and be guided by the Holy Spirit. When we are ridiculed, it is very easy for us to react emotionally based upon fleshly desire for personal revenge. This is not what it means to be zealous for the honor of God. It is just a display of carnality that brings shame to the King we represent. So, we must be slow to the wrath that is produced by our own flesh,  “…for man's anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires” (James 1:20). A righteous zeal for the honor of our God cannot be produced from our own power. It requires the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit. So, we must be under the control of the Spirit and in tune with His heart in order to know if and when to shake the dust from our feet. The more glorious the gospel is in our heart at the moment, the more likely we will be governed by the Holy Spirit in our preaching and discussions, for  it  is the Holy Spirit that makes the gospel glorious in our eyes. May God give us grace to comprehend the worth He places on the gospel so that we recognize our responsibility to withhold it on occasions when it (not us) is being ridiculed. We should be cautious
about   addressing
objections
that people make to our message. If the person is sincerely considering Christ (by God’s grace), then we should address issues that they are trying to sort through. For example, if a person has been under the false impression that the Bible is full of errors and not trustworthy, we can teach the facts about its historical accuracy or the integrity and age of the manuscripts. But if they are using objections as a means to defend their position of pride and unbelief, then we must humbly withdraw from the conversation. Since we cannot see into the heart of the unbeliever, making a decision to withdraw from the conversation may be difficult. As best we can, we should attempt to discern whether they seem to be listening even if it seems they are responding negatively. If we elect to withdraw, we must not do so in retreat. We do so knowing in our hearts that at least for this moment, this person is not worthy to hear more about God’s gracious Gift. If we naively continue to counter their mental arguments, we run the risk of becoming partakers in a conversation that mocks Jesus. Since He is being ridiculed by this person’s continued rejection, why should we even let the conversation continue? In the meantime, we can look for someone who is willing to hear the gospel and share the glorious gospel with him since he will not mock it.

 






  







Don’t wait to evangelize!


     

If you read every good book ever written on this subject, including the most important one, the Bible, you will not be able to learn how to evangelize without actually
doing the work of evangelism. Without
the experience of it, you will merely be a person full of head knowledge and you will never improve. The knowledge God gives must be put to use or it will be squandered. Jesus spoke many parables to warn us about the dangers of failing to fulfill our responsibility to steward the treasure He has entrusted to us. So read the Bible, read good books, but by all means do the work of evangelism lest you hear Him say on that day, “You wicked, lazy servant! Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents” (Matthew 25:26, 28). Remember that He also said, “Everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 25:29-30).

Nobody begins evangelizing as an “expert.” What qualifies a person to start? Has Jesus given you life from above and do you have a desire to spread the gospel? I encourage you to simply start doing it. Don’t wait until you are an expert or you will never do it! Like the woman at the well (John 4), God can use you. This is true even if you feel tongue-tied when you speak. In the biblical record, the disciples were uneducated but that did not stop them from opening their mouths about Christ. God can make us effective mouthpieces. “Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the LORD? Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say” (Exodus 4:11-12). 

To prepare, take some time to examine the verses in the first two or three
lessons
of the    “God’s Redemption Message” study guide in Appendix E. Write some of the references in the front of your Bible or better yet, commit some to memory. I recommend that you take it for a test drive by taking a child or young teen through it. Also, in Appendix D, another tool is provided to guide you through an informal, open Bible gospel presentation using the book of Romans. Remember that you can leave the person with a good tract that God can use to clarify the message further.

No matter how much you try to prepare yourself for the task of proclaiming the gospel, you eventually have to jump into the water and start swimming. Learning methods and memorizing scripture cannot fully prepare you for the task. As you gain more experience sharing the gospel, some of the things you memorized will become tools that the Holy Spirit will prompt you to use at just the right times. Until then, you need to keep sharing the gospel no matter how unnatural it might seem at times.

As you gain experience, remember to make a life-long commitment of following Jesus’ example of proclaiming the gospel in situations that involve two-way dialog.  If a man only speaks the gospel to crowds with no two-way dialog, he will be handicapped as an evangelist. A man can develop persuasive speaking skills that capture the attention of crowds, but not ever learn essential truth critical to communicating the gospel. Two-way gospel dialog is essential training for any man who wishes to do the work of an evangelist after the manner of Jesus and Paul. Without it, a man will never fully understand the importance of reasoning with people about sin, righteousness and judgment. A man may be convinced about these doctrines in his mind but until he learns how to reason with people face-to-face about them, he will not fully see them as indispensable for arousing a soul out of its slumber. All Christians that are serious about evangelism, including pastors, should make a habit   of   entering   two-way   gospel conversations and view them as essential ongoing training necessary to fulfill Jesus’ call upon their lives. 

Do you feel completely inadequate for this task? That is good! It is best that we always feel inadequate for this task. This way, we are more likely to lean upon God to speak through us rather than rely on our own ability to speak. God gives us weakness in order to demonstrate His power and produce humility in us. We must view our inadequacy as a blessing and believe what God has said. We should adopt Paul’s attitude: “‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me” (II Corinthians 12:9). According to Paul, everything that is not done in faith is sin (Romans 14:23). This includes the preaching of the gospel. We must preach the gospel in faith believing that God wants it to go forth and that He is able to do it using us!

 

Suggestion: Try writing your own tracts as a means to learn how to better communicate the gospel.










  







Remember that Gospel proclamation is foundational.

  

There are many well-intentioned evangelical Christians and missionaries that believe it is appropriate and perhaps necessary to first develop friendships with people, hoping that eventually they will be able to share the gospel with them within the context of an established relationship. Some people go so far as to say that before we share the gospel with a person, we must first earn the right to do so by establishing a relationship with them. But what is the biblical pattern for establishing relationships with unbelievers that we intend to reach for Christ? If we do tell people up front that we are Christians, should we intentionally hold off discussing the gospel with them until the relationship is firmly established? Or should we be forthright about our faith in Christ and begin discussing the gospel from the very beginning of the relationship? While God may not lead us to proclaim the gospel to each person we know or meet, the Bible teaches that we must be honest about our identity. And if the gospel is central in our lives, how could a truly meaningful relationship develop if we keep from talking about it? To do so, we would have to pretend that we are not enthralled with the person and work of Jesus. In the Bible record, whenever Jesus met someone, He was forthright about the things He believed and always sought to speak forth truth. Some have suggested that Jesus employed friendship evangelism with His disciples. I do not deny that Jesus formed intimate relationships with them, but He did so without hiding His intentions. With some of them, the first thing He said was, “Follow me and I will make you fishers of men”(Matthew 4:19). The Apostle Paul normally sought out strangers for the purpose of reasoning with them from the scriptures about gospel truth. “As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days  He   reasoned   with   them
 from the Scriptures”  (Acts 17:2). He also went publicly from house to house (Acts 20:20). Often, he shared his message in synagogues and was met with stiff opposition and persecution. His first order of business was to spread the gospel. He knew that some people would reject it and possibly mistreat him. But he knew that some would receive it. The relationships he built were based upon the knowledge of who he was and the message he preached. He did not first attempt to “win friends” in hope of sharing the gospel later. “We speak as men approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to please men but God” (I Thessalonians 2:4). There is no biblical record of Jesus or any of His apostles attempting to establish relationships with unbelievers while intentionally keeping their faith secret hoping to speak gospel truth to them later. Therefore, in our purposeful efforts to make disciples, let us be forthright about our identity as Christians and pray for opportunities to share our testimony and gospel truth with the unbelievers we seek to befriend. 






  







Be encouraged as you sow.

   

I know someone that attends an evangelical church in a town near us. On occasion, she tells us the number of people who were saved during their past Sunday morning service. Sometimes ten, and sometimes twenty or more people “get saved.” Have you ever heard stories of dozens of people “getting saved” each week in a church in your town? Have you ever heard someone talk about a recent evangelism experience that involved several people “getting saved?” I am not saying that there are not situations somewhere in the world in which many people get saved at one time. But we need to be aware of the fact that many Christians think they have successfully evangelized if they can get a person to say a “sinner’s prayer.” They work out clever schemes that walk a person through a series of thoughts framed in such a way than only a fool would decline the invitation to pray a prayer to “be saved.” Most of the people that pray these prayers remain dead in their sins. Yet, they are given false assurance that their sins have been forgiven. Such practices are completely unbiblical and, in my opinion, dangerous. If you have read this far and embraced what this book teaches, then you will not engage in such practices. But you will also not see as many so-called “conversions.” 

It is highly unusual for people to
begin believing
the
first time they mentally understand the gospel.  Most people remain under conviction of sin for days, weeks, months or even years before they repent and believe. You must learn to be like a farmer who patiently waits for his crops to grow. I write this to give you encouragement in your waiting. While it is true that God is the only One who can produce new life, we can be assured that since it is God’s desire to advance His Kingdom, He will undoubtedly bring it about. Let me tell two stories that illustrate this.

When my wife and I were brand new believers, we owned a house with a swimming pool. There were several neighborhood children who wanted to swim in our pool. We told them that if they were to swim in the pool, they would first have to memorize a new verse of scripture and recite it to us each day they wanted to swim. (We gave them specific verses from Romans and John.)  Over twenty years later, we ran into one of them, now all grown. She was excited to see us and exclaimed that she and her sister were now believers and actively involved in a Bible-believing church. Then she said, “It was those verses!” Every time I think of this, tears come to my eyes. This story reminds me that God is the One who gives the increase and the gospel is powerful to save. 

I can relate another story that demonstrates the same thing. About three years ago, I met a Muslim man living in Dearborn. It was difficult for us to communicate because his English was poor back then. But he managed to tell me that he used to own a Bible but he left it in Lebanon. I gave him a new Arabic Bible but I don’t think he read much of it, if any. I continued to see him on occasion and tried to communicate gospel truth each time. But each attempt seemed ineffective due to the language barrier. About a year later, I learned that he had broken his hip and was in the hospital near my house. I went to visit him and gave him an Arabic gospel of John. Since he was so isolated in the hospital, he ended up reading it several   times.    Several weeks later, I visited him again at his house. In the best way he could, he tried to tell me that Jesus is now his God. Due to the language barrier, it was difficult to know what had happened in his heart.
But I offered him a complete Arabic New Testament. About 3 months later, I stopped by again to visit. I asked, “Do you ever read the New Testament I gave to you.” He got up, hobbled over to the mantle, picked it up, kissed it and said, “About three to four hours.”   After asking for clarification, he indicated that he was reading it about three to four hours each day!

From both these stories, we see that God is able to save through His powerful gospel. We see also that He can do it without our “expert” help. We also see that it is difficult to know what is happening with the gospel seed in some people. Yet, since it is God who gives the increase, we can be assured that the seed will produce the harvest He desires. Sometimes it may take years but God’s timing is best and brings Him the most glory. Though I try to faithfully water the seed and be there to watch it grow, in many cases, God has other plans that are better than mine. I have discussed the gospel at great length with many people that I may never see again in this life. Yet, in the end, I am confident that I will see some of their faces at that glorious wedding feast of the Lamb. Let us rejoice in the privilege of proclaiming the gospel and look forward to fully understanding God’s purposes clearly on that day.








  

Water the Gospel Seed.

     

Generally, evangelism requires multiple discussions during which gospel seeds are planted and watered. This is how Jesus worked. He spoke often in parables to convey one truth at a time. This truth would then be given opportunity to germinate. In the twenty-first century, some people might classify this as “discipleship” training. I simply call it watering the gospel seed. 

To be a faithful steward and a person who cares, we should ask the hearer for the opportunity to talk with him again about the gospel. We should hope that our initial discussion was merely the beginning of a long term friendship founded upon the full knowledge that we are followers of Jesus that want others to enjoy the treasure we have found in Him. If the person is hesitant to allow us this privilege, it may be a sign that he is really not interested. He may not be someone that we should spend much time with in the future. If he agrees, he still might not be all that interested but at least an invitation has been gained to contact him again. 

If God is drawing a person to Christ, he may or may not be interested in attending a regular meeting of believers (like a church service). Yet, he may likely be open to having a one-on-one Bible study with you. If he is willing to have a one-on-one Bible study with you, I highly recommend that you use “God’s Redemption Message” study guide in Appendix E. If a person goes through this material and comprehends what the Bible says in the verses contained in it, he will have a strong mental understanding of the Gospel and many foundational truths about God. 

A person may acquire a strong intellectual understanding of the gospel but not yet “believe from the heart.”  Yet, he may be willing to join a group Bible study or home church. This would be excellent. But if he resists joining a group of believers and is still interested in learning more, you may want to consider a study of the Old Testament. I realize that many Christians would balk at this idea, but I can tell you with all authority that it is a good idea. The Apostle Paul said that the Old Testament scriptures are able to make a person wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus (see II Timothy 3:15). Because this is true, I developed an Old Testament History curriculum that highlights and demonstrates how God unfolded His Redemption Story. It is available from the Stones Cry Out web site (www.StonesCryOut.INFO). This curriculum may be helpful. Or, you might simply read and discuss a chapter of the Old Testament each time you meet.








  

Harvest the crop.

   

Jesus often used figurative language to teach spiritual truth. The following words of His underscore the goal of our evangelizing.

  

By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. "Not everyone who says to me, `Lord, Lord,' will enter the Kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, `Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' Then I will tell them plainly, `I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' (Matthew 7:16-23).


  

The outcome we desire is true fruit of the Kingdom: radically changed lives. We want to see people rescued from the kingdom of darkness and transferred into the Kingdom of Jesus. We want to see God change dead people into those who worship Him in spirit and in truth.

Since we are merely people, we cannot look into the hearts of those who hear our message to know if they are truly trusting in the sacrificial work of Jesus. We cannot know for sure if they have come to know Him. To properly care for them, we must patiently continue watering the seed and encourage them to believe God’s message of redemption through Jesus. As we observe what appears to be God’s work in them, it is important to remember that salvation is by grace through faith and not a result of walking an aisle or praying a prayer.   








  







Know what people must do to be saved.


   

There are many people who falsely think they are Christians simply because they prayed a “sinner’s prayer” or walked down to the front of an auditorium at the invitation of an evangelist. Their experience may have been accompanied with strong emotions. They were never born again and they remain dead in their trespasses and sins. Yet, they falsely believe they are Christians. They followed the promise of a man
rather than believing the promise of God. The man told them they would be saved if they prayed a “sinner’s prayer” or walked down an aisle. God makes no such promise. His promise is “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31). While most people do not know what it means to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, we should not veer from God’s prescription. We should teach them what it means rather than confuse the issue with unbiblical promises.


Natural man refuses to believe that he is helpless and unable to do something to merit salvation (Ephesians 2:1-9). This is why the preaching of the cross is foolishness to him (I Corinthians 1:18). If we tell him he can be saved by praying a “sinner’s prayer,” he naturally grabs on to it as something he can do. In his heart, it can be seen as a work that somehow qualifies him for salvation. Some might think to themselves, “Most people have not asked Jesus into their hearts. But I have! They need to do this like I did it.” In their minds, they were wise for “making a decision for Christ.” They brought something to the party- their wisdom and initiative. I am not suggesting that all people that have prayed a “sinner’s prayer” or “walked down an aisle to receive Christ” have had this attitude. I am only saying that since unbelievers are uncomfortable with the idea of being totally helpless and unable to save themselves, some of them look back on their prayer as the reason they are saved.

As we present the gospel, it is critical that we avoid the possibility of leading someone astray. We must make clear that no one is justified by anything except faith alone. We must NEVER instruct a person to “pray to receive Christ.” A prayer is a work. Therefore, it is unbiblical and dangerous to instruct a person to “pray to receive Christ.” If we tell them that they must be baptized, we should make clear that baptism does not save them but only offers an opportunity to demonstrate allegiance to Christ and renunciation of darkness. If we suggest that they walk an aisle, we must tell them that doing so will not save them but it will give them an opportunity to show the world that they wish to follow Christ from now on. But I highly recommend that we avoid telling sinners to do anything that is not specified in the Bible so that they do not become confused into thinking that by so doing, they have done what was necessary to be saved. I suggest that we preach that genuine faith always embraces the true cost of being Jesus’ disciple, the loss of our lives unto Him. I suggest that we tell them that they should show their allegiance to Christ by being baptized. If you still believe that a person must say a sinner’s prayer in order to “receive Christ,” I urge you to read Appendix B, “What does it mean to call upon the Lord?”








  







Discern when a sinner starts believing in Christ.


     

In reality, we simply do not know for sure if and when a person has started believing the gospel “from the heart.” Yet, there are some characteristics that will surface in the life of a person who truly believes. 

Let us consider how the Bible defines “repentance” and how it relates to the term “believe.” “After John the Baptist had been taken into custody, Jesus was preaching the gospel of God saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand; repent
and believe the gospel’”(Mark 1:14-15).  Is it possible for a person to obey Jesus’ command to “repent” and yet not “believe the gospel?” What does it mean to repent?  Some believe that to repent means to experience feelings of regret, remorse or sorrow. There are also many who believe it means to get rid of sin or “clean up” one’s life. This study will first demonstrate that these views are not what Jesus had in mind when He told the people to repent. Then, a biblical portrayal of repentance will be presented.

  
 

Repentance is not to be equated with mere feelings of remorse or regret or sorrow.

  

Many words in the English language have multiple meanings and often convey only vague ideas. But the Greek words chosen by the New Testament writers relating to this subject convey precise ideas. Therefore, to show that repentance that accompanies salvation is not mere feelings of remorse, regret or sorrow, we will consider a few of the Greek words used by the New Testament authors relating to this subject. Rather than provide an exhaustive survey of the New Testament’s use of  these  words,   this  study  will primarily focus  on  one passage:  II Corinthians 7:8-10. An examination of more passages will only serve to underscore what is evident from the II Corinthians 7 passage. The following Greek words will be considered:
 

 

metanoeo: translated “repent” in the NASB5, used 34 times in the Greek New Testament.  This is the word used in the gospels to record Jesus’ command to “repent and believe the gospel.” It is the word that depicts the repentance that accompanies salvation. 

   

metanoia:
the noun form of the verb
metanoeo  (above), translated “repentance” in the NASB,  used 24 times in the Greek New Testament.

  

metamellomai:
translated “repent” in the KJV but “regret” or “remorse” in the  NASB,  used 5 times in the Greek New Testament

 

lupee: usually translated “sorrow,” used 15 times in the Greek New Testament.

 
 

For though I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret (metamellomai) it; though I did regret (metamellomai)  it—for I see that that letter caused you sorrow, though only for a while— I now rejoice, not that you were made sorrowful, but that you were made sorrowful to the point of repentance (metanoia); for you were made sorrowful according to the will of God,   so that  you  might  not suffer loss in anything through us. For the sorrow (lupee) that is according to the will
of God produces a repentance (metanoia) without regret,


leading to salvation, but the sorrow (lupee) of the world produces death (II Corinthians 7:8-10).


 


In this passage, Paul uses the Greek word metamellomai twice in verse eight to describe his feelings of regret over the writing of his letter. In verses nine and ten, he uses the Greek word metanoia which the NASB translates as “repentance” (leading to salvation). These two Greek words have similar roots but metanoia
(“repentance” NASB) conveys a different concept  than metamellomai
 (“regret” NASB).   Paul also uses the word lupee to describe the emotion of sorrow. The fact that Paul uses each of these words to convey concepts that are distinct from each other indicates that repentance that accompanies salvation is not mere feelings of regret, remorse or sorrow.  

It can be further noted that every time the Greek word metamellomai
is used throughout the New Testament, it conveys a feeling of remorse or regret and it is never used to depict the type of repentance that accompanies salvation. For example, this word is used to convey the feelings Judas had after he betrayed Jesus. “Then when Judas, who betrayed Him, saw that He (Jesus) had been condemned, he (Judas) felt remorse  and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders” (Matthew 27:3 NASB). We know from Jesus’ testimony in Matthew 26:4 that Judas was condemned. This proves it is possible to experience sincere feelings of remorse but fail to repent. It can also be noted that every time the Greek word lupee (noun) or its verb form lupeo is used, they are never used to convey “repentance” that accompanies salvation. They are always used to convey the emotion of grief or sorrow. In the II Corinthians 7:8-10 passage, only sorrow that is “according to the will of God” produces repentance leading to salvation, while sorrow “of the world” produces death. So, sorrow in and of itself is not repentance. Lastly, it should be noted that the Greek word metanoia and its verb form metanoeo are both used exclusively by the New Testament writers to convey repentance that accompanies salvation. From this brief survey, we may conclude that repentance that accompanies salvation is not mere feelings of regret, remorse or sorrow.

    

Repentance is not just “cleaning up” one’s life. 

   

This portion of our survey will demonstrate that repentance is also something different than self-reformation. The New Testament makes clear that repentance produces fruit in the form of good works.


 


So, King Agrippa, I did not prove disobedient to the heavenly vision, but kept declaring  both  to  those  of
Damascus first, and also at Jerusalem and then throughout all the region of Judea, and even to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds appropriate to repentance (Acts 26:19-20).


 

While it cannot be denied that when repentance occurs, good deeds become evident in the life of the one who repents, it is critical to define what is meant by good deeds. The Bible indicates that unregenerate man cannot perform what God considers good deeds. Paul said, “…everything that does not come from faith is sin” (Romans 14:23). The unregenerate man does not possess faith. He remains dead in his trespasses and sins because God has not given him faith (Ephesians 2:1-9). An unregenerate man could work hard to produce food for his family. The world would consider this noble and would never classify such activity as sin.  But God does because the one working is considered by God to be wicked and the work he is doing falls short of the glory of God. It does not honor God. He works to make way for the continuance of his life. The fact that his family might benefit from it also serves his purpose because the suffering or death of his family would cause him great sorrow. He is living a life that revolves around himself rather than living solely for God and doing all to His glory. This dishonors God. It is all done to satisfy man’s interest, without regard to God’s desire. This is why Isaiah could say, “All our righteous deeds   are   like   a filthy garment” (Isaiah 64:6).  This is exactly how God views the works of man when they are produced independent of God’s enabling power. Only works that have their source of power in God actually bring glory to Him and qualify as “good deeds.” This is why Jesus could say, “But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God” (John 3:21).  

In contrast to those who come “into the light,” John the Baptist met up with those who, being a brood of vipers, as he called them, had not come into the light. To these religious leaders he said, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not think you can say to yourselves, `We have Abraham as our father.' I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire” (Matthew 3:7-10). John told the Pharisees that if they were going to escape the coming wrath, fruit that is associated with repentance would have to be displayed in their life. He warned them (and us) that if no such fruit were produced in their lives, they would be thrown into the fire. 

The type of fruit John the Baptist had in mind is the good deeds that the Apostle John described as having been
wrought in God (John 3:31NASB) This is in keeping with Jesus’ teaching using the analogy of the vine and branches. “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.   If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.  This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples” (John 15:5-8). Jesus did not mean that apart from Him, people could not go to work and earn a living.  What He was saying is that apart from Him, they could do nothing that actually pleases God and brings Him glory.  Nothing that is done in our strength honors God in the least.  This is why Jesus said, “The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing” (John 6:63).  So, John the Baptist was warning the Pharisees that their entire way of viewing God and themselves was completely opposite of the way God viewed them. They saw themselves as having righteousness on their own merit while John the Baptist saw them as a brood of vipers. This contrast is vividly seen in the parable Jesus told about the sinner and the publican:

 

Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: `God, I thank you that I am not like other men--robbers, evildoers, adulterers--or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.' But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, `God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted  (Luke 18:9-14).


 

Though this passage does not actually employ the word repentance, it is clear that the publican experienced it. Unlike the Pharisee, he suddenly saw himself as a sinner alienated from the holy God by a wicked, self-driven, self-seeking life. While he had feelings of remorse over his sin, it is the change in his view about himself and God that actually gave room for his remorse. The Pharisee on the other hand, remained entrenched in his dependence on his own goodness. He did not see himself the way God saw him and he did not understand God the way He really is, perfect in holiness and intolerant of sin. It is this notion that a man can somehow clean up his life
to become acceptable to God that is actually a most putrid manifestation of wickedness and it is extremely offensive to God. This attitude is one of pride that belittles the righteousness of God. When a man falsely thinks his own righteousness makes him acceptable to God, that man is elevated in his own eyes and God is made out to be less than perfectly righteous. God’s righteousness is PERFECT. He cannot judge according to human standards. He cannot accept plea bargains. When a man thinks his own righteousness makes him acceptable to God, he presumes that God can bend His standard of perfect righteousness/justice for him and not mete out the punishment demanded by that perfect righteousness. If God were to do this, He would cease being perfectly righteous. “For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes” (Deut. 10:17). The LORD is upright; He is my Rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him” (Psalm 92:15). “Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong” (Habakkuk 1:13). Jesus identified this problem in which people mistakenly view themselves as righteous as one that is deep within the human heart. “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean” (Matthew 23:25). Jesus’ teaching helps us understand the nature of repentance that accompanies salvation. The Pharisees thought they attained righteousness by keeping the law. They were blind to the fact that they were failing to keep it. They mistakenly reduced   the   demands of the law to that which was outwardly doable and believed they were acceptable to God because of their religious status and relative goodness in comparison to those less religious. But according to Jesus’ diagnosis, unrighteousness was gushing forth from their hearts making them unrighteous in God’s sight. If a person thinks he can actually “clean up” his life to get right with God, he has not experienced repentance. It is this very attitude that changes when we repent. Repentance causes us to view things differently so that we stop seeing ourselves as righteous enough or able to make ourselves righteous enough to merit acceptance in the sight of the righteous God. Jesus said, “I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the Kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:20). The inside of the cup must first be cleansed. That is, God Himself must supernaturally regenerate the heart first. Then true righteousness (fruit) will be produced in our lives and we can follow Jesus’ instruction, “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven” (Matt 5:13-16).  While Jesus condemned the wicked notion that a man can live righteously in his own power, He taught that by God’s power, His disciples will indeed live righteously, not out of a sense of duty but from new hearts of love for their heavenly Father.

In their own power, nobody can live righteous lives as Jesus defined righteousness. But as Jesus once said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26). It is God’s intention to conform Jesus’ disciples into the very image of Jesus so that the world will see the light of Jesus shining through them (true righteousness) even in this life. If a man claims to be His disciple while at the same time living a life that is not characterized by this righteousness, he should question whether he is truly His disciple. “Beware of the false prophets,   who come to you  in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. So then, you will know them by their fruits” (Matthew 6:15-20).  Jesus went on to warn His listeners, “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the Kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness’ ” (Matthew 6:21-23).

While this may seem like digression, it all pertains to the subject of repentance. Jesus taught that His disciples’ lives would be characterized by a righteousness that unmistakably could not be produced by man, but by God alone (Romans 8:4, John 14:21, 23; 15:5). For this to happen in the life of a person, repentance is absolutely necessary. A person must abandon the notion that he can stand before God in his own righteousness and believe rather that he can do nothing to help himself. As we will see, this change in perspective is not something that takes place by the will of man.

  

Biblical portrayal of repentance (metanoia)

  

Before beginning this portion of the study, let me set forth the following definition of repentance:

  

Repentance (metanoia): The supernatural change in a man’s heart and mind that accompanies regeneration and results in a desire to  live  for  God’s pleasure and purposes rather than his own because he believes what God has revealed to him about Himself.

  

The following biblical analysis and discussion is presented to demonstrate that:

  

-Repentance is the appropriate response to the gospel message.

-When a sinner repents, salvation occurs.

-Where there is no repentance, there is no salvation.

-Repentance is nothing less than the supernatural work of God.

  

Repentance is the appropriate response to the gospel.

  

When asked, “What must we do to be saved?,” the apostles often replied, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31).  John put it this way, “This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son, Jesus Christ” (I John 3:23).  We conclude that God has invited and commanded people to believe in the name of His Son, Jesus Christ. Yet, often the apostles replied with words like, “Repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away” (Acts 3:19).  And just as we are commanded to believe, Paul states that all are commanded to repent, “God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent” (Acts 17:30).  Though the word for believe is different than the word for repent, both are said to result in the forgiveness of sins and both seem to be appropriate responses to the gospel. Jesus used both words together to instruct His hearers, “The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:15).  The command to repent in response to the gospel is recorded in numerous passages (Matthew 4:17, Mark 1:15; 6:12; Acts 2:38; 3:19).  Though repentance is something different than believing, these passages suggest that they are tied tightly together. Both result in forgiveness of sins and both are linked to salvation.  We know that nobody can be saved without believing on Jesus, the only Savior given by God for the salvation of sinners. We will see later that likewise, nobody can be saved who does not repent. Both are essential to our salvation.  

  

When a sinner repents, salvation occurs.

  

In Luke 15:7, Jesus said that there is great rejoicing in heaven when a sinner repents. From this statement, we claim that whenever a sinner repents, there is salvation. In contrast, there is no rejoicing in heaven if someone merely has feelings of remorse over his sins. There is no rejoicing in heaven if someone attempts to “clean up” his life. No! The rejoicing takes place when a sinner is delivered out of the kingdom of darkness! Nothing less will do. God does not save in steps or by twisting of arms and manipulation. When God saves, it is always miraculous and complete and it is a sinner’s complete deliverance that causes the glory of God to shine and heaven to rejoice, nothing less.  Thus we conclude that when sinners repent, salvation occurs.

  

Where there is no repentance, there is no salvation.

  

“I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish”( Luke 13:3).


  

If a person does not repent, then he retains the mindset that he had from the beginning. God calls this mindset wicked. It exalts itself above the need for salvation and belittles the righteousness of God. This mindset always seeks its own happiness and way of life independent from God and without regard for what He thinks and desires. It does not see the glory in Christ as the Wonderful Savior because  it  does  not  really see the need for a savior as God declares the need. As long as a person has this mindset, he cannot be saved because Jesus came to save sinners, not the “righteous” (those who mistakenly see themselves as righteous enough to stand before God). Therefore, as Jesus said, “…unless they repent, they will perish.”


  

Repentance is nothing less than the supernatural work of God.

  

As we see from Acts 17:30, “God commands men everywhere to repent.” Likewise, God has issued a command for all men to believe the gospel. God holds men accountable for their response to these commands. If they do not heed the commands, they justly remain under condemnation. As is the case with all of God’s commands, the natural man simply refuses to obey them because they run contrary to his sinful desires. So, just as man will not believe, he likewise will not repent, simply because he does not want to do so.  Ephesians 2:8 says, “It is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.”  Faith is seen here as a gift that God gives to a sinner so that he believes and is saved.

It is God that gives a person the power to believe.  Likewise, repentance is something that God grants or gives. In the parable of the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16, the rich man wants Abraham to send Lazarus to his brothers to warn them about hell. 

 

“And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, that you send him to my father’s house—for I have five brothers—in order that he may warn them,  so that they will  not also come to this place of torment.’ But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ “But he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent!’ But he said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not


be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead’”(Luke 16:27-31).


  

Notice Abraham’s response. He said that even if someone goes to them from the dead, they would not heed the warning. A person’s sinful heart is darkened and being wicked, it wants no part of God, even if the person happens to be “religious” in the same way the Pharisees were religious. This holds true for many people today that attend church religiously but have no life of God in them.  

Paul states that the “…the kindness of God leads you to repentance” (Romans 2:4). This gives strong indication that God, out of His kindness, does something to bring people to repentance. We see this theme repeated in the disciple’s response to the story of the conversion of Gentiles while Peter preached. “When they (the disciples) heard this (testimony from Peter), they quieted down and glorified God, saying, ‘Well then, God has granted to the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life’” (Acts 11:18). The disciples understood repentance as something that God “grants” or gives.  Paul also considered repentance something that God gives. “The Lord’s bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will” (II Timothy 2:24-26).

According to Ephesians 2:1, people who have not come to Christ are dead in their trespasses and sins.  Paul says in I Corinthians 1:18 that, “The word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”  He also said, “The natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them,
because
they
are spiritually appraised” (I Corinthians 2:14). Because of man’s wicked, independent heart, he simply will not repent. He will continue to rely on his own way of looking at things. He will continue to consider himself sufficiently righteous to gain acceptance by God and believe that God would be unjust to condemn him on judgment day. He refuses to consider the holiness of God, the depth of his sin and his absolute need of a Savior. The only way he will repent and believe is if God gives him this power because it is not something he will do on his own.

In summary, repentance that accompanies salvation is not mere feelings of regret, remorse or sorrow. Repentance is not just “cleaning up one’s life” or an attempt of self-reformation.  As we have observed here, repentance that accompanies salvation is a supernatural change of mind and heart that causes a man to abandon forever all hope of God’s approval on the basis of his own righteousness or good deeds, so that he begins to rely fully on the finished work of Christ in his behalf. 

   

Repentance causes a man to agree with God’s declaration about Himself:


-               He is perfectly righteous and rightly offended at his sins.


-               He is just to condemn him to eternal punishment for his sins against Him.


   


Repentance produces agreement with God’s declaration about his condemnation:


-               His sin makes him guilty before the righteous God. 


-               The just sentence for his sins is eternal punishment away from God’s presence. 


   

Repentance produces a genuine humility that causes a person to see God and himself rightly, thus showing the need for God to save him from
his
helpless predicament. Repentance recognizes Jesus as the perfect and only remedy for his condemned condition since He is God’s appointed Savior. The natural man will never repent, but when God regenerates a person, he is given supernatural power to believe. Because he believes, he turns from his former manner of living (repents) and begins living for God’s pleasure and purposes.

  






  







Baptize them and teach them to observe all things.

   

When a man comes to faith in Christ, Jesus said we are to baptize them and teach them to observe all things (Matthew 28:19). A man’s unwillingness to be baptized may be evidence that true repentance has not taken place. Baptism is a picture that portrays how God saves people. God causes sinners to become fully identified with Christ’s death, burial and resurrection. When a man trusts in Christ, he loses the life that he held so dear and is supernaturally raised to new life with a heart of loving obedience to God. Water baptism is a way for the new believer to show his old friends and new brothers and sisters in Christ and the host of heaven, that by God’s grace, he died to his old life and now lives to God.

From the historical record of Acts and the information provided in the epistles, we know that all disciples of Christ are “added to the Church” (see Acts 2:42). This book focuses on the making of disciples and therefore does not address the principles of church life. But we must always remember that God’s purpose in making disciples is to build His Church with the goal that She will one day be presented to the Lamb as His Bride. Therefore, the job of making disciples is not completed until a man is converted, baptized and “added to the Church.” The Bible teaches that all true disciples are added to the universal, invisible Church of Christ the moment they are baptized into Christ by the Holy Spirit (I Corinthians 12:13). If a man has been raised from spiritual death to life in Christ, he is in Christ,  a  part of  His  Body.

Therefore, it is a contradiction if a man claims to be in Christ and yet is not attached to the physical body of Christ through a local church. Certainly, we will wonder about the reality of his faith if he does not manifest a love for the brethren.
“If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother,   he   is a liar.   For anyone
who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen” (I John 4:20). Therefore, we desire that the hearts of new believers become knit to other Christians and that they learn to serve alongside them in the work of the Kingdom. If the new believer is from our culture, it probably makes sense to invite him to our own local church if it is near enough to where he lives. But if the person is from a different culture, it would probably be better for him to become knit to believers of his own culture, especially if he struggles with the English language. Our primary concern is that the new believer finds nourishment for his soul and becomes united with other believers in following Christ. We must diligently seek God’s mind and be open to God’s direction concerning the integration of each new believer into a group of believers that follow Christ. Some considerations concerning this are discussed in Appendix C,  “Integrating New Believers into Local Churches.” 






















  

Section 3: Expect Opposition!







  

Expect satanic opposition



   

Let me preface this section with a word of warning to all who take seriously our Lord’s commission to advance His Kingdom through the proclamation of His gospel:

  

Be On the Alert!

    

“Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour”  (I Peter 5:8).

    

God has graciously reminded me of the dangers at hand and impressed upon me that it is time to increase our awareness of the warfare directed against God’s Kingdom so that we might realize our great need for God’s protection and deliverance in the battle set before us.

As we know, YHWH, the true and living God, is jealous of His Name. We are his feeble servants. By commissioning us mere people to go forth to proclaim His Name as His ambassadors, He has put His Name on the line. I ask you now, if you were Satan, what would your chief objectives and strategies be? Where would you concentrate your forces? Have you thought about this? 

You may not sense it at times, but great wickedness is plotted against those in God’s Kingdom. Paul knew this very well. The intensity of his experience as one who advanced God’s Kingdom gave him insight into the spiritual warfare being waged by the forces of Satan. This knowledge enabled him to say, “We are not unaware of his schemes”  (II Corinthians 2:11). Like Paul, we should not be ignorant of his schemes. I ask you again, what would your plan of attack be and where would you direct your forces to attack? Let us consider the nature of the enemy. What is it that motivates him to fight in the first place? What are his overall objectives? Let us consider the chief enemy. He is the vile father of lies and hater of God.

It is his vile hate for God that motivates him. His hatred was present at the cross and it was he that moved the onlookers to express his hatred for the Christ:

  


“The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered
at him. They said, ‘He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.’ The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, ‘If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself’ " (Luke 23:35&36).


 

He is the spirit that now works in the children of disobedience to rebel against the Most High God:

 

“The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the LORD and against his Anointed One. "Let us break their chains," they say, "and throw off their fetters." The One enthroned in heaven laughs;  the Lord scoffs at them. Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath” (Psalm 2:2 –5).


 

His delight to get people to curse God is evidenced by his strong desire and attempt to cause Job to curse God.  Satan said to God,

   

“He will surely curse you to your face" (Job 2:4).

   

His great wickedness is observed in his desire to be God.

 

"I will ascend to heaven;  I will raise my throne above the stars of God;  I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly,  on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain. I will ascend above the tops of the clouds;  I will make myself like the Most High" (Isaiah 14:13-14).


   


Do these verses remind you of his extreme hatred for God? Can you hear him sneering vile abominations against Him? Do you see how he wants to malign the Name of God and blind people from seeing truth? “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (II Corinthians 4:4). In light of his wicked hatred for God and desire to malign His Name, where do you think he would direct his efforts in the theater of battle? Though he hates all Christians, he does not need to focus his attack on Christians and ministries that are not significantly proclaiming the gospel because it is the gospel that is the power of God unto salvation. While Satan is opposed to all of God’s people and various ministries, gospel proclamation represents the greatest threat against his kingdom because the gospel is THE means God has chosen to advance His Kingdom. The degree to which a Christian or ministry may play a role in the advancement of God’s Kingdom is directly tied to the amount of gospel being proclaimed. I state, therefore, that Satan is focusing most of his forces against those Christians and ministries that are most actively proclaiming the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. And these wicked forces are not fighting without emotion. They hate us with the same vile hatred they have for God. They sneer at us. They are cursing us to our face. They take their stand against us and are gathered together to destroy us in order that the gospel remains veiled. In light of this, let me remind you that “our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12).


Of all people, we should take this the most seriously. After all, we are of the unskilled and feeble sort. We are not like the apostles Paul and Peter, who were far more skilled in battle.
 In   comparison,
we are naïve and have but little experience with the armor. We must remember that our children are targets also. Satan wishes to sideline the soldiers of God by either a fatal blow to them or members of their family. I think we need to face the fact that our comprehension of the dangers we face is poor.   Perhaps the best way to measure our preparedness is to examine our prayer life. The degree of our awareness is measured by the level of desperation poured out before the throne of grace. I write this to all who are praying and laboring in this battlefield in hope that God will use it to remind us all to pray while believing that God is with us. The Apostle Paul said, “If God be for us, who can be against us?”(Romans 8:31). We are on God’s side but we must call upon Him and take refuge under His wings. As long as we do this, we can walk on the water and kill Goliath with a single stone. But we must remain on the alert at all times knowing that the forces of Satan are all around us. 

Satan’s attacks are multi-dimensional. Some of it will come from the world in the form of mocking, insults and even more aggressive persecution. Some of it may come from specific cultural groups. To prepare for these, you must resign yourself to a life of rejection. But the tactic Satan uses that catches most of us by surprise is that which comes from within the church. You need to be aware of the fact that when you set yourself to aggressively advance God’s Kingdom, Satan will often use people from your own church or other churches to discourage you. For example, if you practice the things taught in this book, some will say that you paint an unloving picture of God. Some people will distance themselves from you. Beyond this, Satan will cause some mistreatment to come your way that just seems to come from the least expected people and situations. So when things seem to get very confusing, just remember who is behind it all. This way, you will be able to pray, “Forgive them for they know not what they do.”






  

Resign yourself to a life of rejection.


    

I have heard many Christians say that the main reason they evangelize so rarely is because of fear. It is possible for a Christian to be afraid that they will simply fail to explain the gospel correctly. This is quite common because most of us do not consider ourselves experts at articulating our thoughts. This fear can be very useful, however, because as God told Moses, He is able to help us speak (Exodus 4:11-12). It is to our advantage that we lack confidence in our own ability to articulate the gospel in order that we seek God’s power to do so. This pleases Him and makes provision for His power and glory to be displayed to us in our weakness. 

But what if a person fails to share the gospel because he is ashamed of being identified with Christ? Each Christian that senses some fear to share the gospel must look deep within to make sure that the fear he has is not shame from being identified with Jesus. Jesus said, “If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when He comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels” (Luke 9:26).  If a man does not proclaim the gospel for fear of what others might think of him as a follower of Jesus, he has no reason to be assured of his salvation. Such a man has a heart of unbelief toward the gospel. He should desperately seek God for repentance and not think lightly of his condition. We must embrace our real identity as those that this world hates. Jesus said, “All men will hate you because of me” (Matthew 10:22).
"If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you.  Remember the words I spoke to you: `No servant is greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also” (John 15:18-20).

May I speak personally with you for a moment? If you fear what others might think of you, it is time to accept the fact that if you truly are a Christian, this world hates you and will always hate you because it hated Jesus. You must come to the place where you are expecting to see this hate directed toward you in some degree or another. You must learn to realize that the absence of that hate being directed toward you may be evidence that you are too attached to the world or worse yet, that you don’t belong to Christ.6  Just like the disciples, you must learn to take comfort whenever you see that hate being directed toward you. “They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name” (Acts 5:40-41). This is your new identity in Christ. It is like a uniform that was issued to you at conversion. You must get used to wearing it.

 






  

Know the reason the world hates us.

  

"To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling out to others:

 

‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;


  we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’” (Matthew 11:16-18)


 

Jesus had said many things to show that in this age, before He returns again, the world will hate us. In this passage, Jesus calls attention to the source of hatred that the world has toward true disciples of His. The world dances to its own tune and that tune is at enmity against God. God has been cast out of their hearts because people do not want Him interfering with or ruling over their lives. The world expects everyone to dance to this tune so that the harmony is not broken. If a person begins dancing to a different tune, the world takes note and begins to show its disapproval, both for that one and the ones who taught him how to dance to the new tune. In the case of righteous John the Baptist and Jesus, the world made false accusations to malign their character and discredit their message. They were not dancing to the tune of this world and it bothered the people of the world. It made them feel uncomfortable. What were Jesus and John saying that would cause this to happen?

The message of John the Baptist, Jesus and the rest of the apostles was one of repentance. The things they were saying called attention to the fact that the world was dancing to a tune that displeased God. It showed that the people were living lives at enmity toward God. 

Before saying these words (Matthew 11:16-18), Jesus had provided some instruction to the disciples to prepare them before sending them out. Much of this instruction is found in Matthew 10:17-42. He wanted them to go prepared, knowing that they would face opposition by the world because of the message he commanded them to preach. Jesus warned them that this message would be received by some and rejected by many. He told them to simply move on when the message was rejected and look for those who are “worthy” of the message- those who receive it. Then He said that as a result of this message, lives will be changed and people will start dancing to a different tune that is in contrast to the world. He said that, because of this, the world will show its disapproval by hating those who receive the message and persecuting them. The message and lives of those who receive it calls into question the way of thinking and living of the people of the world. 

If we are preaching the same gospel as Jesus and the apostles, the world will not like us. It is a message that is completely incompatible with the way the world lives. If we are not sensing this hatred as individuals, then either we are not proclaiming the same gospel clearly or we are simply not speaking up at all. Let me close this section by suggesting that you read and meditate on Matthew 10:17-42.

 






  

Be prepared for cultural clashes.

   

During the summer of 2008, an evangelical group of singers were putting on concerts in some of the parks located in areas in which high concentrations of Muslims live. We had been going door-to-door for a few years prior to this without incident but something happened during one of those concerts that had an impact on the entire Muslim community.  Some of the Muslim leaders tried to keep their people from listening to the music and the gospel message. They also confronted one of the gospel preachers to voice their displeasure. There was no violent outbreak. But after that, the leaders of several Mosques got together to discuss the situation and develop a plan of action. We learned later that they planned to wage some sort of protest at one of the follow up concerts but it was rained out. Subsequent to these events, we noticed a marked change in the reception Muslims were giving to us as we went door-to-door. We found out from some of the people that the leaders had instructed the people that if Christians come to their door, they were supposed to direct us to the Mosque. They also were being much more protective of their children. The leaders had been instructing them to keep their children from entering into conversations with us. This particular subculture is well organized. They instructed the people as to how they should deal with us. Out of fear instilled by the leaders, many people simply do not answer the door. 

I write all this to alert you to the fact that Satan uses human forces to confuse and oppose the work in many ways. Our greatest weapon is prayer because spiritual forces are behind the human forces. Whether they are incidents like the ones described here, or outright violent opposition like that going on in many parts of the world today, prayer is absolutely necessary. Unless God keeps us and protects us, we will fail. He is our fortress so let us run to Him for shelter. 














  

Section 4: Pray or forget it!







  







Pray without ceasing!

   

Someone might think that I do not consider prayer that important because it is in the last section of the book. So let me state from the outset that unless prayer is a part of your evangelism, you will fail. Jesus said, “Apart from me, you can do nothing”(John 15:5). This is directly applicable to the work of evangelism. God is the One who saves. He is the One who gives boldness and utterance. He is the One to keep us from falling headlong into the most putrid sin. He is the One who protects us from satanic attack. I reserved this section for last because it gives me an opportunity to point back to all that is written previously. The realities described in this book should cause any serious minded reader to see the great need for praying. We are called to a task that is impossible for us to do. When we engage in the advancement of God’s Kingdom, we are placing ourselves smack in the middle of a great celestial battle. The Bible has already made known the ultimate Victor. But what fools are we if we march forward without His direction, His strength, His weaponry, and His presence? 

Jesus said that if we ask anything according to His will, He will give it. Let me rehearse with you some things that are according to His will so you can pray confidently. Jesus taught us to pray, “Thy Kingdom come.” In keeping with this, we can confidently ask that He advance His Kingdom in us and through us. We can pray that He will sharpen the gospel in our mouths and the mouths of His people throughout the world. We can pray that He sends revival to all of us so that our hearts will be full of love, compassion and zeal. We also can pray that God would send forth more laborers into the harvest. Do you have a close friend that shares your burden for proclaiming the gospel? You need to have such a friend, or better yet several, who will pray with you and work with you to advance God’s Kingdom as a fellow soldier. If you have not done so, why not ask God for one or more friends like this?

According to Peter, we are all priests (I Peter 2:9). A major role of a priest is to intercede for people. We should have the outlook of Samuel who said, “Far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by failing to pray for you”(I Samuel 12:23). Has God laid a heavy burden for a specific unbelieving person upon your heart? Exercise love and compassion by interceding for that person before the throne of grace. Share your burdens with other Christians and ask them to pray for the people God has brought across your path.

May God make us mighty prayer warriors because the advancement of His Kingdom in and through us will be directly proportional to the fervor and extent of our praying.








  

Conclusion

     

Jesus commissioned you and me to go and make disciples. Since this task requires the supernatural power of God to complete, we must be careful to follow God’s instructions rather than make up our own methods to accomplish it. We have examined the New Testament and observed how Jesus and His disciples made new disciples. We have considered actual letters that they wrote to convey their message and considered Luke’s testimony concerning the subjects the disciples discussed in their efforts to make disciples. Based upon these observations, we learned how Jesus and his disciples made much of the sinfulness of men, the righteousness of God and the judgment to come in order to prepare hearts to receive the good news of the gospel, and how this biblical approach is applicable to people of every culture and belief system. We learned that they did not rely upon extra-biblical arguments to prove the existence of God, authority of the Bible or deity of Christ. Rather, they taught the gospel message simply on the basis that all these things are true. We have demonstrated that rather than first developing friendships, Jesus and his disciples spoke the gospel message wherever they went as they sought to make disciples. We were reminded that we are all called to be “God’s prophets” and as such must accept the fact that we will be hated by the world for who we are and what we say. We learned that by having full confidence in God’s calling upon us and by having the highest regard for the gospel, we need not argue with people, and in fact we must withhold the gospel from those who make light of it. We learned that it is our responsibility to help people see their true condition before God and His demand of absolute surrender resulting from true faith and repentance in order to be reconciled to God.  Finally, we learned  that part of our responsibility is to baptize new disciples and guide them so that they become knit  to  other believers who are united to follow Christ and work in His harvest. 

God has graciously made us ambassadors of Christ and co-laborers together in the harvest. He has made His message known and has given us human examples to follow. This task is impossible for us to accomplish but with God, all things are possible. He takes delight in pouring out His grace on those who desire to take up this work. We can be confident that He will cause fruit to come forth because Jesus shed His own blood to make it all possible. While each Christian is assigned different roles in the expansion of the Kingdom, we are all called to be witnesses unto Him to the uttermost parts of the world. Let us therefore cast off all encumbrances and build the Temple, knowing that the gates of hell cannot stand against it.

 



“If you call yourself a Christian, where are your works of love? Have you abounded, and do you abound in them? If this divine and holy principle is in you, and reigns in you, will it not appear in your life in works of love? Consider, what deeds of love have you done? Do you love God? What have you done for Him, for His glory, for the advancement of His Kingdom in the world? And how much have you denied yourself to promote the Redeemer’s interest among men? Do you love your fellow-men? What have you done for them? Consider your former defects in these respects, and how becoming it is in you, as a Christian, hereafter to abound more in deeds of love. Do not make excuse that you have not opportunities to do anything for the glory of God, for the interest of the Redeemer’s Kingdom, and for the spiritual benefit of your neighbors. If your heart is full of love, it will find vent; you will find and make ways enough to express your love in deeds. When a fountain abounds in water, it will send forth streams. Consider that as a
principle of love is the main principle in the heart of a real Christian, so the labor of love is the main business of the Christian life.”7


 


 


Note: If this book has been helpful to you, will you please recommend it to others so they can be helped also?  If so, here is the link to the Amazon page for this book:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B006FXUME0
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Appendix A: Try Exalting Christ through Door-to-Door Evangelism!

 

 (My personal challenge to you)

   

While doing door-to-door evangelism one Saturday, a man who professed to be a Christian came to the door and proceeded to scold me about going door-to-door. He said that it was not something God wants us to do. In 2006, a friend of mine went to a missions/evangelism conference as a regional representative of his denomination. One of the workshops he attended taught that door-to-door evangelism does not work. This was being taught as if it was a commonly accepted fact. I wish that Christians who believe this could go door-to-door with me once so they could learn the truth about door-to-door evangelism. Any true Christian that could witness one of the extended gospel conversations I have enjoyed while going door-to-door would view door-to-door evangelism as God’s wide open door of opportunity to spread the gospel. I am convinced that Satan has deceived millions of Christians into thinking negatively about door-to-door evangelism. After all, he hates it when the cross is proclaimed. To deceive Christians into thinking negatively about door-to-door evangelism is a strategic means to accomplish his goal to keep the blinders on the unbelievers so that they do not see the light of Jesus.

The gospel is most efficiently conveyed one-on-one, face-to-face. When the gospel is proclaimed in larger group settings, the people listen, but only with varying degrees of attentiveness. In this type of setting, the unbeliever can more easily tune out the preacher intentionally or be distracted and thus miss much of what is being said. When we talk face-to-face with an unbeliever, he is a captive audience. In one-on-one conversations, both parties involved must listen and comprehend what the other is saying or the conversation essentially comes to a halt.  As a result, each person concentrates on what the other person is saying so that he will be able to answer or ask a question or share something relevant to the statement just heard. In face-to-face conversations, we can also see the body language and facial expressions of the person with whom we are talking. We can judge better if the gospel message is getting through because it produces reaction in the hearer. Face-to-face conversations are clearly the most effective way to convey the gospel. Face-to-face conversations can take place at work, in our friend’s house, at the neighborhood park, and they can also take place if you go door-to-door. 

If you are a Christian, what is the real reason why you have not gone or do not go door-to-door to proclaim the gospel? Is it because you do not think you are an effective communicator of the gospel? Is it because you think it is rude to call people away from their television sets to the door? Is it because you are ashamed of Jesus? Is it because the people might think you are a Jehovah’s Witness or Mormon? (Now that’s a scary thought!) By chance, are you closing your ears to God’s prompting? Do you realize that none of these reasons hold up in light of the cross? I am not writing this to make anyone feel guilty. I do not think that is my role. All who have been close to me over the last twenty years can attest to the fact that I am in no position to ever look down on any Christian or any unbeliever as if I am not guilty of the worst, outright wretched behavior and attitudes. Except it be for Jesus’ work and grip, I would surely drift off into a thoroughly wicked existence in a moment. Please believe me that I do not want this document to produce guilt in the hearer. My goal here is to exhort and encourage believers to consider the reality that God has called us all to be witnesses unto Christ and that one way to do that very effectively and with purpose is by going door-to-door.

When I go door-to-door, I am sometimes asked if I am a Jehovah’s Witness. Do you see how tragic this is? It should be the other way around. When Jehovah’s Witnesses go door-to-door, people should be assuming that they are Christians coming to the door. There are less than three million Jehovah’s Witnesses in the world. The Jehovah’s Witnesses are virtually nonexistent when compared to the number of people who profess to know Christ. Since Christians so greatly outnumber Jehovah’s Witnesses, why should they be the ones with the reputation for going door-to-door? This is pathetic! We should be ashamed of ourselves! The Jehovah’s Witnesses go door-to-door as a means to gain credit with God. On the contrary, we don’t go door-to-door to earn credits with God. Our motivation is simply to tell people about the wonder we see in Jesus. Do we see His glory or not? Is He awesome or not? Going door-to-door is legal in this country, though this may soon change. (You should check with your city to see if it has any ordinances against it.) Millions of Christians should be going door-to-door every day to proclaim the excellencies of Jesus. The fact that it is not happening is absurd. Wouldn’t it be great if when we go up to a door, the people assume that Christians are the ones knocking? We Christians have absolutely no excuse why each house in this country is not visited at least once each year by Christians going door-to-door. If you don’t see it this way, please write me to explain why not. I am curious to know. 

 

"If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it. What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self? If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels” (Luke 9:23-26).






  

 Appendix B: What does it mean to “Call upon the Lord?”

 

Note: When the term “believe” is used in this article, it is not meant to convey merely believing with the mind. The term “believe” is to be understood as the Bible defines it, “believing from the heart.” Such believing only results from new life imparted to people by God’s grace and its fruit is true righteousness in the life of the one believing.

  

When leading people to Christ, many evangelicals tell unbelievers that if they want to become Christians, they must repeat a “sinner’s prayer.” In light of the fact that we are justified by faith alone, is it biblical to tell unbelievers to pray such a prayer in order to be saved? After all, the mouthing of a prayer is a work. The Bible says, “By grace we are saved through faith. It is not of works lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8&9). If an unbeliever does not pray a sinner’s prayer, can he be saved? In the Bible, there are many examples of people coming to know Christ without saying a sinner’s prayer. In fact, there is not a single instance in the Bible where a person is told to pray a sinner’s prayer. So why do so many Christians insist that unbelievers pray a prayer as a means to getting saved? This appendix is written to demonstrate that such a practice is unbiblical and potentially harmful. 

To justify the idea that people must pray a sinner’s prayer to be saved, many evangelicals site Romans 10:13, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  They conclude that a one-time “calling upon the Lord” is the means to getting saved. Is a person saved as a result of a one-time “calling upon the name of the Lord?” Since such an interpretation is at odds with the core premise of our faith and in direct opposition to Paul’s teaching on this subject- that we are justified by faith alone- we must seriously question whether it is an accurate understanding of what the author was trying to say. To discover the proper interpretation, let us consider how the Bible consistently uses the phrase, “call upon the Lord.”  We will see that until a man believes God, he cannot “call upon the Lord” in the way calling upon the Lord is described in the Bible. This demonstration will show itself consistent with Romans 10:14, “How can they call on the one they have not believed in?”  So, let us consider what it means to “call upon the Lord.”  

I set forth that “calling upon the Lord” is a way of relating to God for life and not a one-time act of a sinner asking for forgiveness. We know from Scripture that before a man believes, he is a slave to his own desires and all of life is self-directed with the aim to gratify himself. As Isaiah says, “All we like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way.”  Paul says that we were dead in our trespasses and sins and that no one seeks God. Thus, the natural man does not “call upon the Lord” or submit to His direction and provision. But when a person is born again and believes, there is an immediate turning (repentance) to God. Now, instead of a self-directed life, the person “calls upon the Lord” as a way of life. Instead of self-sufficiency, there is a heart-felt dependence on God for all that is necessary. This dependency on God and renunciation of self-reliance is evidence of the new nature. Without this evidence, there is no assurance of salvation. 

Now let’s turn to scripture to prove that “calling upon the Lord” is not a one-time “sinner’s prayer” but rather,  a life-long way of living. The following passages teach that: a) believers DO
call upon the Lord;  b) unbelievers DO NOT call upon the Lord; and, c) when unbelievers appear to call upon the Lord, the Lord disqualifies it so it does not qualify as “calling upon the Lord.”








  







a) From the following verses (and many others), it is clear that believers DO “call upon the Lord.”

  

 “To you I call, O LORD my Rock; do not turn a deaf ear to me.  For if you remain silent, I will be like those who have gone down to the pit.
Hear my cry for mercy as I call to you for help,  as I lift up my hands toward your Most Holy Place” (Psalm 28:1-2).


  

“Sacrifice thank offerings to God, fulfill your vows to the Most High, and call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor me” (Psalm 50:14-15).



  


“Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I call to you all day long. Bring joy to your servant, for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. You are forgiving and good, O Lord, abounding in love to all who call to you.
Hear my prayer, O LORD; listen to my cry for mercy.



In the day of my trouble I will call to you, for you will answer me” (Psalm 86:3-7).


  


The LORD is near to all who call on Him, to all who call on Him in truth” (Psalm 145:18).


  

Paul referred to Christians as people who “call upon the name of our Lord” as a way of living. “To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ--their Lord and ours” (I Corinthians 1:2). According to Paul, “calling on the Lord” is something believers do on a continual basis.

 

b) From the following verses (and others), it appears that unbelievers DO NOT “call upon the Lord” at least as defined by what Paul refers to as calling upon the Lord in Romans 10:13.

  

  Will evildoers never learn--those who devour my people as men eat bread and who do not call on the LORD?” (Psalm 14:4) 


  


Everyone has turned away, they have together become corrupt;   there is no one who does good,  not even one. Will the evildoers never learn--those who devour my people as men eat bread and who do not call on God?” (Psalm 53:3-4) 


  


Pour out your wrath on the nations that do not acknowledge you,          on the peoples who do not call on your name. For they have devoured Jacob; they have devoured him completely and destroyed his homeland” (Jeremiah 10:25). 


  

c) When unbelievers appear to “call upon the Lord,” the Lord disqualifies it. Notice that God disqualifies it because it is not from a heart of faith and repentance and dependence on God:

  

“When calamity overtakes you like a storm, when disaster sweeps over you like a whirlwind, when distress and trouble overwhelm you. ‘Then they will call to me but I will not answer; they will look for me but will not find me’” (Proverbs 1:27-28). 


    


“My people are determined to turn from me. Even if they call to the Most High, He will by no means exalt them” (Hosea 11:7).


 

We may conclude the following from verses like these: As a way of life, believers DO call upon the Lord and as a way of life and unbelievers DO NOT call upon the Lord.   These observations are supported by Paul’s question, “How can they call on the one they have not believed in?”(Romans 10:14).  The conclusion can safely be made that calling upon the Lord is a way of relating to God by faith for life by people that know Him and not a one-time act of a sinner asking to receive forgiveness.  

Understanding the relationship between all of these concepts becomes important when a man asks, “What must I do to be saved?”  If your answer is, “You must pray to receive Jesus,” then your answer would be inconsistent with the testimony of Scripture. Following are the passages that provide appropriate answers to the question, “What must a person do to be saved?”

  

“Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call’ ” (Acts 2:38-39).


  


 "Now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders.  But this is how God fulfilled what He had foretold through all the prophets, saying that His Christ would suffer.  Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord” (Acts 3:17-19).


  


“The eunuch asked Philip, ‘Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?’  Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?’ And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him” Acts 8:34-38). 


 

“ ‘He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that He is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about Him that everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins through His name.’     While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles.  For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God” (Acts 10:42-46). 


  


"Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. Through Him everyone who believes is justified from everything you could not be justified from by the law of Moses” (Acts 13:38-39).


  


“The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. He then brought them out and asked, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’ They replied, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved--you and your household.’ Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family were baptized.  The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God--he and his whole family” (Acts 16:29-34). 


  

 "Then I asked, `Who are you, Lord?'  `I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,' the Lord replied. `Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen of me and what I will show you. I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’ ” (Acts 26:15-18). 


  

Besides the fact that there is no record of disciples exhorting unbelievers to “call upon God” as a means of being saved, these accounts indicate that people are justified by believing alone. Consider the record of the first gentile conversions recorded in Acts. “‘All the prophets testify about Him that everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins through His name.’ While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message” (Acts 10:43&44).  It would appear that these Gentiles were saved simply by believing (from the heart) and without “calling upon the Lord.” They did not pray a “sinner’s prayer.” They simply believed from the heart. This is in keeping with Paul’s preaching, “Through Him everyone who believes is justified” (Acts 13:39)
and Paul’s response to the jailer, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved--you and your household” (Acts 16:31).  Finally, we can examine Paul’s own testimony and find that Paul was not “calling upon the Lord” when God regenerated him. “ ‘On one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests. About noon, O king, as I was on the road,  I saw  a  light from heaven,  brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my companions. We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, `Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.'  ‘Then I asked, `Who are you, Lord?'  `I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,' the Lord replied. `Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen of me and what I will show you.  I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me’” (Acts 26:12-18).

The only passage that records the act of someone “calling out to God for mercy” at what appears to be the moment of justification is found in a parable in Luke. “To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: ‘Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: `God, I thank you that I am not like other men--robbers, evildoers, adulterers--or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.' But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, `God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted” (Luke 18:9-14). Can we conclude from this one parable that the publican went away justified because he prayed a sinner’s prayer? Or is it not more likely, based upon the rest of the Bible, that the publican believed for the first time that he was rightly condemned before God and as a result of believing this, he cried out, “God have mercy on me, a sinner.”  To reconcile the biblical teaching that we are justified by faith alone, we must conclude that his prayer was the immediate result of his faith and not that which produced it. At the very least, one would be hard pressed from this one parable alone to build a case that sinners must pray a sinner’s prayer in order to be justified.  But from this parable and many other scriptures, one can make a case that those who believe do cry out to God for mercy. Faith comes first, then a lifetime of calling.

Based upon these observations, the following scenario is fully possible.  While the gospel is being explained to someone, he could remain silent. God could cause him to suddenly see himself as a condemned sinner under the wrath of God, understand the Gospel and believe it from the heart and therefore be justified (as what appears to have happened to the Gentiles in Acts 10), all without him saying a word. Now true believing would definitely involve desiring
the gift being offered to him in the Gospel. But desiring is not equivalent to “calling upon the Lord” as Paul considered it. I do not tell unbelievers to pray a sinner’s prayer but I do invite them to receive God’s gift of forgiveness by turning in faith to Jesus. If an unbeliever is told that he must pray a sinner’s prayer in order to be saved and subsequently he does pray it, there is a possibility that he will think that being saved is a result of praying the prayer, an act that in itself is “a work.” 

At the same time, we can say that unless a person “calls upon the Lord” (as a way of living), he will not be saved from the wrath of God that will be poured out at the judgment. We will go so far as to say that a person MUST “call upon the Lord” (as a way of living) or he will not be saved from the wrath of God coming upon those who disobey the gospel.  But “calling upon the Lord” in this biblical sense is not the same thing as a one-time “sinner’s prayer.”

Consider this passage from Romans. “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. As the Scripture says, ‘Anyone who trusts in Him will never be put to shame.’ For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile--the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on Him, for, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved’” (Romans 10:9-13). Since Paul is quoting here from Joel 2:32, it is most logical to conclude that he has the final salvation in mind when he uses the word saved. Based upon the immediate context of Joel, the salvation referred to relates to the final judgment day. “The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD comes. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be saved: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call” (Joel 2:31&32). While the word “saved” can apply to all Christians as something that God has done in their past, the Joel and Romans 10 contexts loudly suggest that Paul is specifically referring to the salvation that will be fully realized at the final day. We know that in order for a person to be saved on that final day, regeneration and justification must have taken place during his life on earth. But we know also that if regeneration and justification have taken place, there will be resulting fruits that accompany new life in Christ. One that is mentioned in the Romans passage is “confession.” Confession is a fruit resulting from regeneration, not the cause of it. Since the Old Testament exclusively uses (including Joel 2) the phrase “call upon the Lord” to describe a characteristic of those who were living by faith, it is logical to conclude that Paul believed that  “calling on the Lord”
 was
 a   fruit
 that
 resulted
 from regeneration, not the cause of it. Based upon the Old Testament’s consistent use of the phrase “call upon the Lord,” those who “call upon the Lord” as a way of life are the ones who will be saved in the final day of judgment. It is therefore safe to conclude that the passage in Joel is not referring to today’s common practice of people praying a one-time “sinner’s prayer” in order to be saved and that the phrase “call upon the Lord” in the Romans 10:13 passage is NOT referring to a one-time “sinner’s prayer” that results in justification. Rather, it indicates a way of life that always results from true regeneration, namely, a life of dependence on God by faith. New creatures in Christ trust in the Lord with all their hearts and they don’t lean on their own understanding. In all their ways they acknowledge Him. Their lives are characterized by a continuous “calling upon the Lord.”

  

So what is a biblical invitation to sinners?

  

The biblical invitation in its simplest form is “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.” But since most people think that believing is merely an intellectual exercise, we should say some things to help them understand what happens once a person “believes from the heart.” Before I was saved, I enjoyed my life and did not want anyone messing with it, including God. I had many friends and looked forward to every party. I look back now and realize that I lost that life I once held so dear. My life is completely different. Jesus gave me a totally new heart. I now hate many things I once loved. Before I was saved, I used to think that anything having to do with God was boring. Now, I love Him and enjoy Him. I love the things He loves and hate the things He hates. He made me into a new creature (II Corinthians 5:17).  When talking with those who seem to be considering Christ, I tell them that when a man “believes from the heart,” his life will never be the same. Because he has a new heart, he will gladly surrender control of his life to God. He will joyfully give up his status as God’s enemy and enjoy true peace with God forever.  I often quote Jesus words,  “Whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it” (Luke 9:24). I tell people that any man who truly “believes from the heart,” is willing to die for Jesus and suffer for His name’s sake.  

To be saved, a person must simply believe the gospel “from the heart.” We can ask the person if they truly believe the gospel “from the heart.”  If he says, “Yes,” we can then ask him if he believes that God will accept him into heaven. If his answer to this question is, “No,” then we need to go back over the gospel with him. If his answer is, “Yes,” we can ask him why he thinks God will accept him into heaven. If he believes the gospel “from the heart,” he will indicate, though perhaps not perfectly, that he will be accepted by God into heaven because Jesus took his punishment and God has promised to receive all who come to Him through Jesus. We should invite people like this to be baptized as a means for them to declare their allegiance to Christ. If we live in a country where there is danger of being killed after being baptized in the name of Jesus, their declaration will demonstrate all the more that they “believe from the heart.”

In summary, to have a person “pray to receive Christ” is leading them down a path that could be met with peril because it falsely conveys that justification is a result of a work rather than faith which results in works. There are many people that falsely think they are Christians just because they prayed a “sinner’s prayer.” We must be careful to stick to the scriptural model that exhorts people to simply believe the gospel from the heart. If they believe the gospel from the heart, they will be justified and they will be new creatures that begin to live a life that is characterized by “calling on the Lord.”








  

Appendix C: Integrating New Believers into Local Churches

 

   

If God used you in bringing a person to new life in Christ, you are the one who will be the most concerned for his spiritual growth and well being. You should take responsibility to make sure he is cared for properly. While God can and will use other Christians to help in this matter, you should be the primary spiritual care giver for this new believer. You need to make sure he is integrated into a local church. We might recommend to a new believer from the neighborhood where our church meets that he begins to fellowship at our church. Depending on the circumstances, it may be best to start a new church with the support of the church you have been attending. We must be open to what God might want specifically for each particular new convert. For example, what if the new believer is from a completely different culture and what if English is his second language? What if a church does not exist near the new believer? Is it essential that the new Christian begins visiting a large building? Should we insist that he become a part of our church if it is not prepared to care properly for him?

We must remember that God always has a solution that is in accordance with biblical teaching and strive to keep our minds clear of all the extra-biblical practices that might be associated with our culture. God may want the new believer from another culture to begin fellowshipping with other new believers from that same culture, meeting in houses rather than a church building. Since it is God who is most passionate about the building of His Church, we should look to Him for guidance and do our best to avoid contaminating new believers with our preconceived ideas and cultural trappings. In cross-cultural situations, God raises up new bodies of believers that worship Him in ways that may appear different in some respects to our own ways. Rather than impose our ways and think of this new Body of believers as a subset of “our church,” we should probably consider it “their church” and merely seek to serve them and offer guidance that will insure adherence to sound biblical doctrine. While this book is not intended to answer all the questions that relate to this matter, it is important that we remember that when disciples are made, they must become united to the physical Body of Christ and that God’s plan for the new disciples may be much different than what we had in mind. We must seek His direction for every situation.  

If you are involved in evangelism, remember that when the gospel is proclaimed, new disciples are eventually made. You should give thought to these things before that takes place so you know what to do when God decides to bless you with new disciples. You should consider whether a new church should be planted and if so, what should it be like. To help you think this through, I recommend my book, The Local Church.












  

Appendix D: Use the Book of Romans to Present the Gospel

  

The following verses from Romans, along with a brief notation relating to each one, may be used to present the gospel to an unbeliever. With a Bible open before the unbeliever, you can start by turning to Romans 1:20 and asking him to read each verse slowly or read it out loud for him as he reads along silently. Then you can ask him what he observes from reading the verse and point out gospel truth to him as noted below for each verse. Progress through Romans in the order the verses appear ending up with Romans 10:9 & 10. If the person comprehends what was discussed, he will have gained an intellectual understanding of the gospel. 

 

Romans 1:20: God created all things and therefore, all people are accountable to serve and honor Him as Lord over all creation and their lives. (See also Revelation 4:11 & Genesis 1:1)

Romans 3:11: Absolutely nobody “seeks God” or lets Him have complete rule over them. (See also Isaiah 53:6a)

Romans 3:12: There is absolutely nobody that qualifies as “good” in God’s sight. 

Romans 3:13: All people are liars by nature.

Romans 3:15: Murderous thoughts and feelings often occupy the hearts of all people. (See also Mark 7:21)

Romans 3:19 & 20: All people are accountable to God for their actions and deserve punishment for their sins of rebellion against God. It is impossible to make up for our sins by trying to do acts of righteousness. (also Isaiah 64:6)

Romans 5:6 & 8 and 6:23: Though we deserve eternal punishment, God made a way for someone else (Jesus) to take our punishment and satisfy His righteous demand for justice.

Romans 10:9 & 10: If any man believes “from the heart” that he deserves eternal death/punishment (earlier verses) but that Jesus took that punishment for him and then was raised from the dead, he will be saved. If he truly believes from the heart, he will identify himself with Jesus even if his life is being threatened for doing so and he will gladly relate to Jesus as the new loving ruler over his life. 

Romans 12:1: To offer yourself to God, you must first agree that though you use to rule your life, God is your new loving ruler. He has the right to do whatever He wants with your life from now on.

 

Suggestion: You might consider highlighting these verses with a unique color so that you can simply open your Bible to Romans and step through each verse in the order they appear in the book. This will automatically keep you organized so that the gospel is discussed in a logical order. The example below uses underlining to illustrate. A color highlighter is recommended to make each discussion verse stand out better. It might also be helpful to write in the margin (next to each of the Romans passages) key words that will help you remember points to make about that passage. For example, next to Romans 3:19 and 20, you might write, “Accountable,

No excuses, Judgment deserved” and another note, “Good deeds can’t make up for our debt of sin (Isaiah 64:6)”.





 








  

Appendix E: God’s Redemption Message Study Guide

  

(Lessons about Redemption through Christ)

  

Due to space limitation, this study is presented here with verse references only. The student must look up each verse in order to answer the questions. An easier to use version of the study is also available with all the verses written out. It can be viewed and downloaded at no cost from the Stones Cry Out web site: www.StonesCryOut.INFO. This material has proven to be very useful in providing interested unbelievers and new converts more information about God’s plan of redemption. It can be used one-on-one or with small groups. The student should not be given the sheet with the answers on it. It may be advisable to provide sheets without the answers so the student can write his answers down next to each question for future reference. The choice to make notes should be encouraged but ultimately should be left up to the student to decide.

The leader should review the material before meeting with the pupil(s). During each session, the leader and pupil should look up each Bible reference and read it aloud together. Then the leader should ask the student the question on the sheet. Before moving to a subsequent question, each question can be discussed further if the student has questions about it. Due to their length, it may require more than one session to go through each lesson. 












  








Lesson 1:  Who is God and What is He Like?

 

His eternal power

 

Exodus 3:14  

From His name, “I AM,” how long do you think God has existed? Forever

 

Isaiah 44:6  

Are there any other Gods? No

 

Acts 17:24      

What did God create? Everything

 

Acts 17:25      

Does God have any needs? No

 

Acts 17:25      

What does He do for everything that lives? Gives them life and breath

 

Psalm 93:1-2   

Who rules the world? God  

            

For how long has He ruled over it? Ever since He created it

 

Isaiah 43:7      

Why did God create all things?  For His glory

 

Revelation 4:11          

For whose pleasure or benefit were all things created? His

  

His holiness and justice

  

Revelation 4:11          

Since God created all things, where did angels come from? God created them

 

Isaiah 37:36    

Are angels more powerful than man? Yes

 

Isaiah 6:2-3    

What must the angels do when in God’s presence? Shield their eyes


 

Isaiah 6:2-3    

What word did the angels use to describe God? Holy

 

Try writing down what you think the word “holy” means in the space below:

Perfectly pure, righteous, apart from anything created

 

Leviticus 10:1-3         

What response from us does God’s holiness require? Absolute respect and honor



 

Leviticus 10:1-3         

When God is insulted (dishonored), does He get angry? Yes

 

If God asks you to do something and you ignore His request are you honoring Him or insulting Him? Insulting Him

 

(See also II Samuel 6:3-7 & Numbers 4:15)

 

Revelation 12:9          

What happened to Satan and his angels when they insulted God? They were cast out of God’s presence.

 

Isaiah 48:11    

What will God not allow? Himself to be defamed or His glory to be given to any other

 

If God will not allow Himself to be defamed (dishonored), what do you think will happen to all who dishonor Him? They will be punished

  

Nahum 1:2      

What does God do to those who wrong Him (dishonor Him)? Takes His vengeance out on them.

  

How does God feel toward those who dishonor Him? Angry

 

Nahum 1:6      

Can anyone stand up against His fierce wrath? No

 

Nahum 1:3      

What will happen to all He considers guilty? He will punish them

 

II Chronicles 19:7      

Can God be bribed so that a guilty person is allowed to escape punishment? (In other words, will He accept a plea bargain or payment so that punishment is not meted out?) No



 






  







Lesson 2:  What is man like and how can he relate to God?

   

Hebrews 2:6-7            

Which has the higher position, man or angels? angels

 

Genesis 1:27  

In whose image was man created? God’s  

 

Genesis 2:16-17         

Did God place any restrictions on man when He first created him? Yes

 

Genesis 2:16-17         

Was God expecting too much from the man? No

 

Genesis 3:6    

Did the first man keep the single command God gave him? No

 

By disobeying God, did the first man dishonor God? Yes

 

Genesis 3:17-19         

What curse did God pronounce against Adam that He warned him about earlier? That he would struggle in life and then die.

 

Romans 5:12  

How many people did this curse affect? All

  

Genesis 4:8
& Romans 3:15

What did men start doing to each other soon after Adam sinned?  Killing each other

 

Genesis 9:4-6
& Romans 13:1-5     

What did God bring about in order to keep men from killing themselves off?   Human governments 

 

Revelation 13:8 & Acts 2:23
            

When the first man sinned for the first time,        do you think God was surprised or do you think God expected that he would do it?     He was not surprised.


 

Romans 1:21 & Isaiah 59:2

What happened to the heart of man as a result of sin? It became darkened

 

What happened to the relationship between God and man as a result of sin? Man was separated from God.

 

Romans 3:10  

After the first man sinned, has anyone ever possessed or produced righteousness (through their own power) that God considers truly righteous? No

 

Romans 3:11  

After the first man sinned, has anyone ever sought after God on their own? No

 

Isaiah 53:6      

Instead of seeking God, whose desires does each person seek after? Their own

  

Romans 3:12  

As a result of turning away from God, what have people become to Him? Useless

 

Romans 3:12  

Does anyone (through their own power) have a life that God calls good? No

 

Romans 3:16  

What marks the ways of man? Destruction and misery

  

Romans 3:17  

Because of his sin, what has man never really enjoyed on earth? Lasting peace

 

Romans 3:18  

Though they really should do this because of their guilt, what don’t they do? Fear God

 

Genesis 3:12-13         

As a result of their sinful nature, what do people do rather than recognize their condition?  Make excuses for their sins and fail to see that they are wicked for dishonoring God

   

Hebrews 9:27


What happens to every person after they die?  Judgment

   

Matthew 8:12, Matthew 25:41 & Matthew 13:40   

What will God do to people who die in this condition? Cast them into eternal hell

  



2 Thessalonians 1:7-9            

What penalty will people pay who do not obey the gospel? Eternal destruction away from the presence of God and the glory of His power.

  

Note: The Bible teaches that the punishment that comes after the judgment is eternal, not temporary. There is no place where people go to suffer for their sins until they are paid for because God declares the just penalty to be eternal.

  

Now determine whether you are one of the guilty ones who deserve this punishment.

 

Exodus 20:3-17, Matthew 5:22 & Matthew 5:28

God said that we must not do certain things.      We have already seen that if we choose not to obey Him we dishonor Him and therefore we become guilty in His sight. Name at least eight things that we must never do in order to remain innocent. 

Never lie, never steal, never desire something that someone else possesses, never mention God’s name without complete reverence for Him or do or say things that cause others to think less of Him, always honor our parents, never give more attention or affection to other things or people than we give to Him, never murder or even think evil of another person, never commit adultery or even look at another person (other than the person we are married to) with desire in our hearts


   

Have you ever disobeyed any of His commands (Have you ever dishonored Him?) Yes

 

Does that make you guilty or innocent of dishonoring God?  Guilty

 

Since God created you and has kept you alive and is the rightful ruler of all things, is it reasonable for Him to demand that we honor Him completely every moment of our lives (perfect obedience)?  YES

  

God’s holiness and justice demands that all who are guilty be punished. In lesson three, we will see how God made it possible for the guilty ones to receive the benefit of God’s love and mercy and escape the punishment due them.

  








  








Lesson 3: Could anything be done to reconcile man to God?

  

Lesson one shows that God will not let the guilty go unpunished. Lesson two shows that all men are guilty. Now we will see other characteristics of God that make it impossible for sinful man to be in God’s presence.

  

Habakkuk1:12-13      

Can God look upon anything evil? No   

 

Why? He is completely pure

  

Habakkuk1:12-13      

Can God tolerate any wrong? No

  

I John 1:5       

Is there any darkness in God at all? No

  

Deuteronomy 4:24     

What is God said to be? A consuming fire

  

Hebrews 10:31           

What is it like for anyone to fall into the hands of the living God? terrifying

  

John 3:36        

What is hanging over the heads of all guilty people? The pent up wrath of God

  



Now we will learn that we cannot do good works in order to cancel out our guilt.

   

Isaiah 64:6      

In God’s sight, do our good works amount to much? No 

 

What does God call them? Filthy rags.

  

Ephesians 2:8-9          

Can we earn salvation by doing good works? No

   

If we could, then what could we do?  Boast that we were good enough to make ourselves acceptable in the sight of the One who is perfect and demands perfect righteousness (even though we are guilty of dishonoring Him)

   

Romans 4:4    

If you could stand before Him at the judgment on the basis of your good works, would He receive all the glory for it or would you receive at least some of the glory? I would receive some glory (because I helped to earn eternal life)        

   

Romans 3:20  

As a result of these things, can anyone be justified by the works of the law?  No

 

Isaiah 42:8
& Isaiah 48:11

Will God give any glory due Him to any other?  No

              

In light of what God has said about Himself and about each person, would you honor God or dishonor God by thinking that you might inherit eternal life on the basis of your own good works? It dishonors God (takes glory from Him) because it makes Him out to be a liar while it portrays you as someone worthy of honor. He said you stand guilty before Him while at the same time, you think you are good enough to merit His acceptance. The Judge has pronounced you guilty and you are awaiting judgment. While you wait for the judgment to come, you are telling yourself and perhaps people you know that you think the Judge is a fool and that when you see Him again, you are going to prove Him wrong. This shows that you dishonor the Judge. Instead, to give Him honor, you should acknowledge your guilt and beg for mercy knowing that you deserve eternal punishment. 

 

Since a) every person is guilty of dishonoring God and b) no person can make themselves right in God’s sight on the basis of their own good works, and since c) God will not let the guilty go unpunished, how can anyone be saved from the wrath of God that is coming?  On their own, they can’t

               



(As we will soon see, God has made a way without compromising His perfect righteousness and without going back on what He has already said.)

   

So far, we have been examining God’s holy and righteous nature. But the Bible also says that He is a God of love and mercy.

  

God’s love

    

I John 4:7-8    

Is God loving?  Yes   

What word is used here to describe God? love  

   

James 5:11b   

What is the Lord full of? Compassion and mercy

    

Now we will learn that in order for God to exercise love and mercy towards guilty sinners without violating His perfect righteousness, a blood sacrifice was necessary.

    

The need for a sacrifice that would absorb the wrath that we deserve

    

Exodus 12:1-13  Consider the following:      

Just before He delivered them out of slavery in Egypt, God made it clear to the people of Israel that His deliverance requires the shedding of blood. He brought several plagues on the nation of Egypt. He promised that Egypt would let the people of Israel go after the final plague. In this plague, every firstborn creature would die in the land unless they followed God’s instructions for them to sacrifice a perfect lamb and apply its blood on the doorway of their house. If they did this, then God would “pass over” that house and spare all who were inside.   

Everyone who participated in the Passover on that night in Egypt was saved from God’s wrath. This began the Jewish celebration of the “Passover.” The Bible calls this celebration a lesson that shows people God’s requirement for a blood sacrifice as the means for God’s deliverance.

   

Hebrews 9:22


Will God forgive sin without a blood sacrifice to pay for them? No

   

Hebrews 10:4


Is it possible for the blood of animals to take away sin?  No 

    

If God requires a blood sacrifice to pay for sins, and He will not accept an animal blood sacrifice, what sacrifice will He accept?   (learn in the following verses)

     

John 1:29        

When John the Baptist first announced Jesus to the people, what did he call Him? The Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world

   

Isaiah 53:3-11            

What would this man be like (v7)? A lamb led to the slaughter

   

Why would he be pierced through and crushed (v5)? For our transgressions

   

What would he bear (v11&6)? The iniquities of many

   

Did this sacrifice satisfy God (v10-11)? Yes

   

II Corinthians 5:21


How can God, without compromising His perfect righteousness, give love and mercy to those who are guilty of dishonoring Him? He made Jesus, who knew no sin, to become sin for us so that in Him, we might become the righteousness of God.

   

Romans 5:8    

How has God demonstrated His love for us?  Jesus died for us.

   

Did we deserve His love to be poured out this way for us? No    



  






  








Lesson 4: Who is Jesus and what is He like?

   

Matthew 27:11 & John 4:25-26

  

Did Jesus claim to be the Messiah promised      by God through the prophets?  Yes

   



Isaiah 9:6        

Around 700 B.C., what did Isaiah say that the coming Messiah be called?  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace

   

Luke 3:4         

Who was John the Baptist saying that the people should clear the way for? The LORD God.  

   

Who was John the Baptist pointing to when he said this?  Jesus

     

John 9:36-38   

Did the man worship Jesus after he found out that He was the Messiah?  Yes

    

Did Jesus tell him to stop worshiping or did he accept the man’s worship? Accepted it

   

Matthew 4:10


Who did Jesus say is the only one that should be worshiped?  God

  

Mark 9:2-9     

Before dying, did Jesus predict that He would be raised from the dead?  Yes

   

Luke 24:1-6    

Did Jesus rise from the dead?  Yes

   

John 20:24-28


What did the disciple Thomas say when he saw Jesus alive from the dead? My Lord and my God!

    

Did Jesus correct Thomas after he called Jesus “God?”  No

     

Read Isaiah 6:1

Notice that Isaiah claimed to see the Lord’s glory. Now see what the Apostle John say that Isaiah saw:

   

John 12:41      

Whose glory did John say that it was? Jesus’ glory

   



John 5:16-18   

Why were the Jews trying to kill Jesus? For calling God His father and making Himself out to be equal with God

   

John 10:24-33


Why were the Jews trying to kill Jesus? For claiming to be God

    

Even though they were threatening to kill Him for this, did Jesus deny it?  No

   

Hebrews 1:1-3            

What is Jesus called here?  the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of His being

  

What did Jesus accomplish? provided purification for sins

  

What did He do after that? He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven

   

John 11:38-45, Luke 7:12-16 & Mark 5:35-43 

Did Jesus raise people from the dead?  Yes

   

Luke 2:9-11    

When the angels announced His birth, what did they say about Jesus? He was a savior, Messiah, the Lord

   

Matthew 16:21
          

Did Jesus predict that He would be killed by the Jews?  Yes

  

Matthew 26:52-54      

Did Jesus voluntarily die or did he try to escape?  Voluntarily died

   

John 10:14-18


What authority did the Father give to Jesus? To lay His life down and take it up again

   

Colossians 2:13-15     

When Jesus laid down His life, was He defeated?  No  

   

In His death, what did He accomplish against His enemies? He disarmed them and triumphed over them

    

John 11:25-26


What did Jesus promise to those who believe in Him? They will live even if they die

   

Matthew 11:28-30      

What did Jesus promise to give those who are weak and heavily burdened? Rest for their souls

   

Matthew 26:26-28      

When celebrating the Passover the night before His crucifixion, what did He say that the bread and wine represented? His body that was broken for them (us) and the blood of His covenant that was poured out for them (us)










  







Lesson 5: What does all this mean for those who have heard this information?

  

Acts 10:43      

What does everyone receive who believes on Jesus?  Forgiveness of sins

   

John 1:12        

What right is given to those who “receive” Jesus? The right to become children of God

   

Hebrews 10:29-30      

Does it honor or insult God if a person insists on going his own way instead of believing in and following Jesus?  Insults Him

   

What will God do to that person?  Pour out His  vengeance upon him.

   

We must truly believe that we have offended God and stand guilty, condemned before Him. Now we will consider what it means to believe in Jesus from the heart.

  

Luke 18:9-14  

Which man thought he was righteous enough to stand before God already? Pharisee

                           

Which man “believed” he was a sinner and deserved punishment? the tax collector

   

Which man “believed” that he was in need of God’s mercy? the tax collector

   

Which man “believed” that there was nothing he could do to be good enough in God’s sight? the tax collector

                         

Why did the publican’s belief look genuine?  He was greatly troubled over his condition

  

Romans 10:8-10
        

You must believe from the heart that Jesus took all of God’s punishment that you deserved and that He rose from the dead like He promised and will raise you from dead as He promised. If your belief is real, what will you spontaneously begin to tell others about in word and deed? That Jesus who died for us is now risen and He is Lord of our lives.

   

Psalm 145:18 & Psalm 86:3-7

What types of things about God must we believe and start to act upon?  That God listens to our prayers. That He is our only true source of joy. That He is the One who must help us through each trial and that He wants to help us. We need to start depending on Him.

   

Jeremiah 17:5-8         

What are some differences between the unbeliever and one who walks by faith? An unbeliever depends on Himself and lives a natural life that is empty. The believer does not trust in his own ability but puts his trust in God and takes direction from Him.

   

Luke 9:24       

What does a man willingly give up forever when He starts believing in Jesus?  His life

     

Matthew 28:19           

After a man has already believed in Jesus and received forgiveness of sins (already saved), what can he do to show his allegiance to Jesus?  Be baptized.

    

Mark 8:38      

If a man has come to know (believe) Jesus, what will he do before other men? Identify himself with Jesus and tell others about Him

  






  

Appendix F: Using tracts and gospel literature


   


I consider mass tract distribution to be a form of gospel proclamation. By its nature, it is far less proficient than proclaiming the gospel to a person face-to-face. Many tracts, once received, are thrown in the trash. Many of them are read casually rather than carefully. Nevertheless, some people have come to faith in Christ after reading a tract that was handed to them. I would never oppose the mass distribution of good, gospel-centered tracts. I would like to suggest, however, that if a man only passes out tracts and never engages in two-way gospel conversations, he is an inefficient evangelist because he is relying on an inefficient means to proclaim the gospel.  I would encourage such a man, unless he cannot speak, to apply himself to learn how to proclaim the gospel with his mouth in order to make the best use of his time and so that he has opportunity to more likely and more often see Christ exalted as he watches people hear the gospel and believe.

I believe that the most appropriate use of tracts is to supplement face-to-face gospel proclamation. If the conversation includes dialog about sin, righteousness and judgment, then the tract or gospel will more likely be a valued, useful reference after the evangelist leaves. Even if the conversation gets cut short, the tract is more meaningful because it was given to him in a more personal way. The person is more likely to read and consider it.

When selecting tracts, do so considering how the tract will be used. If it is going to be mass distributed, then a more attractive tract will be more efficient. But if you plan to use the tract as a supplement to gospel conversations, then it can be printed on normal printer paper since it will be used primarily as a summary of the gospel
conversation. The tract you hand out should be one that adequately conveys the message of redemption in Christ.  If there are words in it that add to or distort the gospel, such as a “sinner’s prayer,” then find a different tract.  If the tract does not adequately address the matters of sin, righteousness and judgment, then look for another one. The tract should represent the redemption message that you proclaim and want the person to know.  If you cannot find good tracts, then write your own tracts. I suggest that you consider using some of the verses that are used in God’s Redemption Message study guide located in Appendix E.  If desired, you can obtain free tracts in Word format from the Stones Cry Out Ministries web site that can be personalized with your own contact information.  (www.StonesCryOut.INFO)












  

Appendix G: Team evangelism etiquette

   

If more than one Christian speaks at the same time during a gospel conversation, chaos results and progress with the gospel will cease. I suggest that team members decide which person will be leading the discussion prior to starting any conversation. It is important that the other member remains silent while the leader is talking. He should try not to interrupt the leader of that conversation. During a gospel conversation, the one listening will likely think of truth that would be good to communicate. But the leader is the one directing the conversation and this requires a great deal of concentration on his part. Interruptions often change the direction of the conversation and this makes it difficult for the leader to reign it back in and pick up where he left off. Yet, there may be something that the leader may have overlooked that is important. If so, the silent member should wait until the leader seems to be coming to a pause in the conversation before asking if he can make a statement. The statement should not be off the subject. It should be something that is germane to the points that the leader has been making. One great way to support the leader is to look up Bible passages that support what he is saying. When appropriate, the silent member can ask if he can read a passage that illustrates the leader’s point. 

 

  






  

Appendix H: Examples of actual gospel conversations


  

For any who are interested, a few transcripts of actual Gospel conversations are provided in this appendix to illustrate how Muslims respond to the information conveyed in the gospel. The names have been changed for privacy purposes.

 

 

Hussein

Background: Hussein is a Muslim senior in high school. Hussein expressed himself so well that I assumed he was well along at some university. 

 

I was walking down the street and noticed what appeared to be a dead possum. Hussein was nearby so I asked him if he knew that it was a possum and he said yes. I told him that possums play dead. He did not know that but said that he didn’t think this one was playing because he saw it lying there for many hours. I then introduced myself as a Christian going from door to door to talk about the way to heaven. He asked me what branch of Christianity I represent. I told him Protestant. He said that he had been exposed to many Christian teachings through the Catholic people he has known. He said that the major difference between Christianity and Islam has to do with how we view Jesus differently. 

I then told him I was there to talk about the difference concerning the way to heaven. He asked me to summarize the difference. I said that Islam teaches that if a person sincerely asks God for forgiveness and stops his sinning, God can forgive. I said that the Bible teaches that God cannot forgive that way. He looked a little perplexed. I then told him that God is absolute in His righteousness and has to punish every sin. He said that Muslims believe God is merciful and can forgive. I told him that the Bible teaches that there are some things God cannot do. He asked for an example. I said that it clearly states God cannot lie. It also says that God cannot do anything that is contrary to His essence. 

I told Him that one of His characteristics is absolute righteousness. He asked for further clarification. I told him to imagine that a man took his little sister, violated her and then killed her and remained uncaught for many years. Later, he was caught and brought before a judge. The judge noticed the man crying and full of remorse so he said, “I see you feel bad for what you did and I am feeling merciful so you can go free.” At this, Hussein said that this would be unjust. I told him that likewise, it would be unjust for God to let the guilty go unpunished. It would make him an unrighteous judge. He understood that. 

Then he said, “So you believe that everyone is going to hell?” I told him that God made a way to forgive while at the same time punished the sin. I then explained the animal sacrifices to show that God requires a blood sacrifice. But the blood of animals could never take away sin. I told him the prophets spoke about a coming messiah who would suffer and die in order to take our punishment.  I then told him the story of the Passover and how on the night he was betrayed, Jesus celebrated it with his friends. He said that the bread represents his body which is broken for them and the cup represents his blood. He told them that from then on, they were supposed to do this in remembrance of Him. When he was introduced by the prophet, John said, ‘Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” I explained that this is what the Bible is all about, God redeeming sinful man through the death of His innocent Son. 

Hussein said that Islam speaks of a blood sacrifice but that it is our own death. I told him that the problem with that is that we are sinners and that sacrifice does not satisfy God the same way that animal sacrifices could never take away sin. On the other hand, Jesus is called “the ransom.” When he offered himself up, God accepted the sacrifice as payment in full for our sins. It says that Jesus’ resurrection is evidence of this and that when he ascended to the right hand of the Father, he took his own blood (figuratively) with Him into the presence of God as an offering for our sin. 

Hussein thanked me for telling him all this. To make sure he understood, I told him that there are serious implications to this message. I told him that the Bible says that this is the only way of salvation from sins that God has provided so that if Hussein dies leaning on his own goodness rather than accepting this gift, God will have no choice but to send him to hell forever. By the end of the conversation, Hussein was more serious and sober minded. 

 

 



Zanib

Background: Zanib is a Lebanese Muslim woman in her late 20’s. 

 

She told us she would like to hear our message. I said that to start, I would contrast the Bible’s teaching about God to that of Islam in order to make a very important point. I said that Islam teaches that if a person asks God for forgiveness and stops sinning, God can forgive. The Bible says that God cannot forgive this way. I saw a slight look of puzzlement come over her face. I assured her that God is a God of mercy and desires to forgive but His perfect righteousness prevents Him from forgiving that way. He had to make a way to make forgiveness possible. I asked her if she had ever heard this before and she said no. I explained that God is holy and cannot have any sin come into His presence. Even if a person sinned only once, God could not have him come into His presence. 

I asked her if she considered herself a good person. She hesitated and said that nobody is perfect. I then told her that the Bible paints a worse picture of us than that. It says we are hostile in nature toward God and have insulted Him continually with our rebellion and treason. He created us and has given us everything to live but we still insist on running our lives our way. I said that each time we knowingly do something we know is sin, we make ourselves out to be god instead of Him because we have chosen to rule instead of Him. He is the only One worthy to rule over us but when we sin, we take Him off the throne and we sit in it. This is idolatry. 

I said that in spite of this God desires to save and forgive. But He could not simply forgive just because a person asks for forgiveness because His perfect righteousness demands that each and every sin be punished. I told her that all the prophets understood this as they sacrificed animals. I illustrated substitution using the animal sacrifices and told her that they were just pictures because the blood of animals can never take away sin. I told her that if I were to die for her that also would not satisfy God’s righteousness because I too am a sinner. 

I told her that the prophets anticipated and spoke about a messiah that would come here to be the perfect sacrifice that God would accept as payment for sins. We told her that this Messiah was Jesus and He came here to die as our substitute to take away our sins. If anyone believes this from his heart and that He rose from the dead, they receive forgiveness of sins and eternal life.

I asked her if this sounded like good news to her. She said yes. But then she said she likes to learn about all religions (indicating to me that the gospel was not yet glorious to her). I told her that if she goes through life as she is, trusting in her own goodness, and then dies, God will have no choice but to send her to hell forever. I told her that we want her to consider the importance of these things so that won’t happen to her. I also explained to her that we were not talking about mere religion but supernatural life in Christ. I told her that all true Christians at one time received new life directly from God and they are new creatures who desire to serve and love Him. They no longer want to rule over their own lives and they want to do things that please Him, not to get to heaven, but because they are now inclined toward Him in a relationship of love. She said she would read the gospel we gave to her. 

 

 

Ali

Background: Ali is a Muslim man in his 30’s. 

 

After we introduced who we were and what we were doing, he invited us into his house to talk. After sitting in the living room, I noticed a wall of fancy Arabic books. Ali was a gracious listener. Pat started the conversation by explaining how God’s perfect righteousness prevents him from forgiving simply because a person asks for it. He explained that God is holy and cannot have any sin in His presence. I then asked Ali if he had ever heard this before and he said no. Pat then went on to explain that this truth is evident in the animal sacrifices of the people during the Old Testament times. Pat illustrated this by explaining the Passover to him. 

Ali then understood the idea of God’s judgment being withheld when He sees blood applied. I told him that the Jews observe the Passover each year to this day. I then said that the blood of the young lamb did actually prevent judgment from coming to any household that had blood on their door but that this lamb’s blood cannot take away our sin and make it possible for God to wipe our sins away. I said that the prophets spoke about a messiah that would come for the purpose of being the sacrifice and that because he was perfect, his death would satisfy God’s wrath. I said that when the prophet John introduced Jesus to the people, he said, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” I said that on the night he was betrayed, he celebrated the Passover with his friends. Then, while holding up the bread, he said, this is my body which is broken for you. From now on, when you do this, do it in remembrance of ME. In doing so, he taught that the Passover was merely symbolic and always pointed forward to the true Passover, His death on the cross. 

I told him that God promises in the Bible that if a person believes that Jesus died for them in this way and rose from the dead, he receives forgiveness of sins and eternal life. Ali now understood in detail the gospel. (We actually talked much more than this using scripture and exploring related facets of the gospel.) 

Ali then said that he did not understand why God could not simply forgive without requiring the death of a substitute. I suggested that he might have difficulty understanding this concept because he does not really see himself as the Bible describes him. I said that we are born into this world hostile toward God by nature. Then, I tried to illustrate again that God’s essence really makes it impossible for him to simply forgive. I decided to tell him the story of Nadab and Abihu in Leviticus 10 to demonstrate what happens when sinful man comes into the presence of the Holy God. After going through the story, I said that so it is with any one. At the judgment, if all you have are a few deeds that might be considered good but you still have your sins, you are toast. He seemed to understand this but still did not seem to see his sin. 

Pat picked up on this and began to rehearse the law with him. When Pat related Jesus’ teaching that whenever we get angry at someone or call them a name, we are guilty of murder, Ali said, “This teaching inclines me to reject it because it is extreme.” I said that the question is whether or not it is God’s standard. If it is God’s standard, then you are wrong and wrong in a dangerous way. 

Our conversation lasted perhaps 1 ½ hours and Ali fully grasped the gospel intellectually. But with 15 minutes left, he told us that having heard all this, he still feels very comfortable with his religion and asked if we could now provide some convincing arguments so that he can logically decide whether to embrace it or not. I told him that it would be useless to do so because in order for a person to receive eternal life in Christ, he must believe from the heart, not merely the mind. I said that all the arguments in the world could never change his heart. I told him that the only way he would ever believe from the heart is if God makes him alive spiritually. I told him that we came to proclaim the gospel and now that he understands it, God is able to use this to make him alive spiritually. God is the only one who can do this. But we told him that God still holds him accountable to repent and believe. 

Ali seemed frustrated that we would not engage in intellectual argumentation. I told him that we possessed sufficient knowledge to provide such argumentation. I assured him that if I thought it would do any good, I would do it. To illustrate, I said that most Muslims tell me the Bible is corrupt. I told him that I knew enough about this subject to teach a college level course about it and if he would take the necessary time to listen to me with a sincere heart, he would understand how stupid it is for someone to suggest that the Bible has been corrupted as the Muslims say. But then I said that in spite of the fact that I am able to teach in great detail about it, I choose not to do so because it can never cause a person to believe from the heart….even if he eventually believes that the Bible has not been corrupted. He again insisted that he will not ever consider our message unless we can intellectually prove its logic to him. I assured him that we are not able to make him believe from the heart but we will pray and ask God to do that. 

 

 

Muhammad

Background: Muhammad is a Muslim University Student in his early 20’s. 

 

I was standing on the sidewalk for a couple of minutes looking at my two friends talking to someone on the other side of the street. Then, as I turned to walk up the walkway to the porch of a house, the door opened and a young man came outside to greet me. I asked him why he had stepped out on to his porch and he said that he saw that I was going to come up to his house so he opened the door to welcome me. I explained to him how this had never happened to me before and that I felt honored by his hospitality. 

We exchanged some small talk on the porch. I asked him if he was cold since he was standing in shorts, a T-shirt and socks. He then asked me to come inside to talk. We sat down in his living room. He told me that he had a conversation last summer with Christians who came to his door during the Arab festival weekend. I asked him what he thought of that meeting. He said that they were generally very honorable but that one of them seemed a little pushy. I asked him if he learned anything from the meeting. He said no because most of the talk was small talk rather than about “religion.” 

I told him that I am motivated to go door to door for the purpose of telling the Muslim people what the Bible teaches about the way to heaven because they do not seem to know what it teaches about this. I asked him if he knew what it teaches about it and he said “Not really.” He did say that it has something to do with trusting in Jesus and that he plans to some day read more about it so that he learns more. I told him that this is a big part of the information and that I would be happy to provide some foundational information so that when he does research the matter more, he will have a good frame of reference. He agreed. 

I told him that one foundational truth has to do with a certain characteristic of God. I told him that God is holy and absolutely righteous. I said that Islam teaches that if a man asks God for forgiveness and stops his sin, God can forgive. He agreed. I said that according to the Bible, God cannot forgive this way because of his absolute righteousness. He has to punish each and every sin otherwise He would cease to be perfectly righteous. I said that even if a person only sinned one time, God’s perfect righteousness would demand that if he died with that sin, that God would have to send him to eternal hell because God can have no sin in his presence.

He said that Islam teaches God has 99 names. One is the God of all justice and one is the God of all mercy. He then said that the mercy of God can overpower His justice. I told him that I agree with the basic idea that he expressed but not the way Islam teaches about how God can do this. I told him that God cannot simply ignore his perfect justice and that he had to make a way to forgive and show mercy without compromising his righteousness. 

I told him that the Bible could be summarized with one word, “redemption.” From the beginning to the end, it speaks about how God planned from before time, to redeem a people from their sin. (I asked him if he understood each word like redeem, ransom as we were progressing to make sure he would get the impact.) I told him that God planned to make a way of salvation that would include the punishment of sin. 

I then explained the animal sacrifices. Then I told him the Passover story. He enjoyed learning about that. I told him that when the angel of death saw the blood on the doors of the Israelites’ houses, he “passed over” that house. I told him that this and many other events in the Old Testament were meant to teach us about God’s plan of redemption that involved the substitutionary sacrifice of one living thing for another. I quoted Hebrews, “Without the shedding of blood, there can be no forgiveness.”  I then told him that when Jesus was introduced to the people by the prophet John, he said, “Behold the lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world.” I told him that the blood of animals could never take away sin. It had to be a perfect sacrifice that God would accept. 

I told him that one of Jesus’ names is “the Ransom.” I told him that when Jesus offered up his life on the cross, God accepted the payment as payment in full. Now, whoever believes this from the heart receives forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 

I said that many Muslims, when they hear this, think that it sounds too easy. “All a people have to do is believe this and they receive forgiveness and then they can live anyway they please.” He nodded. I then explained regeneration to him to show how nothing can be further from the truth. I told him the story of Nicodemus to demonstrate that this is a supernatural work of God, not a religion. I gave him my testimony to demonstrate what happens when a person is born again. He now gladly serves God with a heart of love for him. He no longer wants to live life for himself. 

I asked him a few questions to see what he was thinking. He tried to say some things in defense of Islam. I said that if a person sees himself as the Bible describes him, he will perceive that this news is glorious and wonderful. I said that if he does not see it that way, it is only because he is not seeing himself rightly. I then rehearsed the law a bit and taught him that all of us by nature are hostile toward God. He deserves perfect obedience and we have continually disrespected him. 

I told him that I could never convince him to become a Christian but the information I explained to him can be used by God to bring new life from above into him and make him a follower of Jesus. For the last several minutes of our conversation, it seemed as if he knew in his heart that I was speaking truth. I gave him my tract to remember our conversation. 

 

 

Note: If this book has been helpful to you, will you please recommend it to others so they can be helped also?  If so, here is the link to the Amazon page for this book:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B006FXUME0

 

Also, be sure to check out Tom Bear’s other books starting on the next page.








  

Other books by Tom Bear

 
 

Click on the image of the desired book in order to obtain the E-book version on Amazon.

Also, these books may be purchased in paperback format from Bring My Sheep Back Books at  http://bringmysheepback.com. 

 

 

 

How to Evangelize- Bringing Back the Gospel: In the 21st century, many evangelism techniques are being used that have no biblical foundation. Bringing Back the Gospel, examines the Bible to determine what Christians should and should not do in order to fulfill the Great Commission. Christians all over the world consider this book an excellent instructional resource that is firmly grounded in the Bible. (154 pages in paperback edition)


 

 





 Evangelism Fuel- Motivation to Evangelize:   It is spontaneous praise and testimony of the wonder of Jesus that forms the basis of our witness of Jesus Christ in this world. This type of witness requires the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit to be unleashed in us. It is not something that we can produce in our own strength. The Holy Spirit must be freely moving in us to produce a life that experiences the power and person of Jesus Christ. As we come in contact with His glory in this way, we will have much reason and motivation to testify to the wonder of Jesus. This book is written in a devotional style with short, heart-felt meditations that can be read in just a few minutes each day. These meditations are intended to help believers understand the supernatural work God calls them to do and motivate them to seek and experience God’s glory in it.  (82 pages in paperback format)



 





The Way to Heaven- The Difference Between Islam and Christianity: Tom Bear has been an evangelical Christian since 1975. During the past several years, he has spoken with thousands of Muslims face to face, one on one, at great length about their understanding of God and the gospel of Jesus Christ. This book is based upon this experience and his understanding of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Like many people, you may be under the impression that the Bible and the Koran generally teach that to get to heaven, a person must achieve a certain level of “goodness” by doing more good things than bad things. In reality, each teaches an opposing view about the way to heaven. This book is written to explain the difference between these two messages while attempting to explain how most Muslims I meet think about this matter. (50 Pages in paperback edition)

 

 



The Local
Church: Most pastors wish that the members of their churches would grow and flourish more. The church members often sense that God has purposes for them but they don’t know what He wants them to do. They often end up playing the role of an unfulfilled spectator. The Local Church examines the early New Testament Church and its teachings for answers to this universal problem. It demonstrates how certain unbiblical attitudes and traditions exist which cultivate this unhealthy spectator mindset. The Local Church challenges leaders and “laypeople” to identify and discard these unbiblical attitudes and practices that stifle spiritual health. This book asserts that if the pattern of the early New Testament Church is followed today, Christians will mature at a greater pace and experience fulfillment as active participants in the advancement of Christ’s Kingdom. (160 pages in paperback edition) 

















 

 



 



Church Discipline presents a candid framework for the process of restoring Christians that stray. Most of the books that deal with this subject approach it from the standpoint of solving conflicts between Christians. Church Discipline is founded on Jesus’ teaching to put the interests of the straying Christian ahead of our own desire for immediate relief of pain caused by the one caught in sin. Personal observations along with much attention to biblical instruction produce a very useful and thorough resource for church leaders and lay people who desire to restore Christians trapped by sin. This book warns against dependence on man-made approaches to solving relational problems. Whether it involves private sin or public scandal, or even cases that involve the governing authorities, biblical principles are taught as foundational to the process of restoration. (130 pages in paperback edition)


 

 

Birth Control: A Spiritual Shackle- Did you know that before the twentieth century, the Protestant
Church boldly spoke out against the practice of birth control? They were opposed to any act of man that interfered with the natural order of procreation. Men such as John Calvin, Martin Luther, John Wesley, Arthur Pink and Augustine were vehemently opposed to birth control. Today, Birth control is not just tolerated, it is embraced by the Protestant
Church. Why has the Protestant
Church changed its position? Is it possible that Christians living before the twentieth century were all mistaken? Why did they take a stand against birth control? Is it possible that the church of the nineteenth century was better equipped to discern right from wrong? Using six biblical arguments, this book demonstrates that birth control is a worldly practice that opposes God’s will for His people, violates the marriage covenant and is an attack on the very character of God. (64 pages in paperback edition)




 

 

Christian Marriage:  This book provides biblical principles that if applied, will result in harmony in the marriage and glory to God. Some will undoubtedly say that many problems in marriage are far to complex for such a short book to address. It is the premise of this book, however, that the source of all problems in Christian marriages are the result of failure to live as God has taught us to live in His Word. If a Christian couple lives in accordance with God’s principles described in Christian Marriage, true harmony is guaranteed. (50
pages in paperback edition)

 

 



Click on the image of the desired book in order to obtain the E-book version on Amazon.

Also, these books may be purchased in paperback format from Bring My Sheep Back Books at  http://bringmysheepback.com
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Notes:




  

1

Edwards, Jonathan, Charity and its Fruits, The Banner of Truth Trust, Carlisle, PA, 2000. p. 19


  

2

Edwards, Jonathan, Charity and its Fruits, The Banner of Truth Trust, Carlisle, PA, 2000. p. 21


  

3

If the person does not believe there is a God, you can still get him to tell you what he thinks “Christians” believe is the way to heaven. 








  

4

In this book, “extra-biblical arguments” are defined as arguments not contained in the Bible that are designed to provide intellectual reasons that support various Christian beliefs. Examples of these beliefs include the infallibility of the Bible, the existence of God, the deity of Christ, etc.  Such beliefs are taught by the Bible but some people use intellectual arguments based upon logic in an attempt to prove to people that these things are true. Since the arguments themselves are not contained in the Bible, I classify them as “extra-biblical.”


  

5

NASB stands for the New American Standard Bible produced by the Lockhart Foundation, La Habra, CA.






  









6

I do not say these things in a judgmental way. Rather, I speak from my own experience. There have been times in my Christian life when I did not sense hatred being directed toward me resulting from my godly lifestyle. There have been periods of my life during which I rarely spoke of Christ to unbelievers and my lifestyle and attitudes were very much like the unbelieving world around me. I know now, however, that during periods of my life that I more desperately sought the kingdom of God and His righteousness, I experienced more resistance and opposition directed toward me as a result of things I said and wrote. Looking back, I know that it was during times that I most desperately sought after God that I found myself speaking more about gospel truth with people. Also, I have noticed a direct correlation between the amount I speak and write about Jesus and the amount of resistance, opposition and hatred that is directed toward me. If you have not been experiencing much opposition or anger being directed toward you, I recommend that you to go door–to-door in a typical American neighborhood sharing the gospel. Or, share it more aggressively with your friends and relatives.
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Edwards, Jonathan, Charity and its Fruits, The Banner of Truth Trust, Carlisle, PA, 2000. p. 24 & 25
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