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Introduction
How long, O Lord, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry to you, "Violence!" but you do not save? Why do you make me look at injustice? Why do you tolerate wrong? Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and conflict abounds. Therefore the law is paralyzed, and justice never prevails. The wicked hem in the righteous, so that justice is perverted. Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong. Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves? (Habakkuk 1:2-4, 13...NIV)
Have you been waiting on God for an answer?
Have you been asking God questions about your life and the society in which we live? Why so much heartache, so much pain? Have you, like the prophet Habakkuk, become perplexed, distraught, saddened, grieved, and even angered at the injustices of today? What about the plight of the poor, the pain of the oppressed, the continual wickedness of mankind, and the latent hypocrisy and complacency of the so-called church? Have you cried in the midnight hour and asked God, "How long?” Have you thought, like Habakkuk, that maybe God just was not listening?
Are there problems in your life left unresolved, questions unanswered? Have you considered entering into the courtroom of the Kingdom of God to ask, "God, Your Honor, why? What's going on? What is the purpose? What's happening in my life?"
"Lord, I don't mean to intrude on your busy schedule, but if you would, please just reveal to me the method to this madness? Your master plan must be a divine strategy." God says, "Wait on me, I'm going to answer you. I'm going to speak back to you. I'm going to talk to you. I'm going to show you my glory and my power."
Why is not necessarily a rebellious attempt to question God's authority. Why1 is just wanting to understand and be at one with God's reasoning. Why is the children of Israel knowing the acts of God but Moses knowing the ways (His heart and reasoning) of God. Why is a desire for a divine impartation and revelation from God, wanting His mind to be in you, which is the mind of Christ.
Why is saying, "God, I want to be a clone of your wisdom. I want to draw from your spiritual and intellectual resources until your thoughts become my thoughts, and your ways become my ways, and your ideas become my ideas. I want a supernatural exchange."
"God, I'm not questioning your right or ability to rule or govern, but show me the strategy. Show me your plan and purpose for my life. Let me see the blueprint before the building is built. Let me see the plan before the product is manufactured. I just want to know what I shall be when I get through crying, suffering, and laboring in turmoil and confusion. Every now and then tell me and remind me how it's going to end!!"
There is a certain amount of emotional intensity that you don't get when you read the word "why" or speak the word "why." But when a sincere, heartfelt, passion-filled "why" comes out of one's heart, it is often the consequence of a certain amount of bewilderment and perplexity. It comes from one who has become distraught, despondent, and discouraged. It says, "I've reached the end of my rope. I've come to the end of my reasoning and can't understand why. Why must I suffer? Why must I cry? Why must I keep reaching out to people who hurt me? Why am I misunderstood? Why do I keep going through the same things again, and again, and again? Why do I keep going through periods of prolonged confusion? I'm not saying I'm going to quit or I'm going to backslide. I'm not getting ready to go out, get drunk, throw in the towel, surrender to the temptation and the pressure of satan, or the lust of the world. But God, I'm on my knees and I just want to know Why?
"Why do the wicked seem to prosper over the righteous? Why do the hypocrites seem to get all the blessings, and the real saints go without? Why are the anointed persecuted? Why does there seem to be no justice? Why does the vision tarry? This is an emergency! It's an SOS. It's a 911. Lord, I need a breakthrough right now; not tomorrow, not next week, next month or next year. Lord, I need it now!!!"
Why is the blessing delayed? Why must I wait? Why do the heathens rage? Great God!!!
Why is there so much "hoopla" going on in my life? Why do the people imagine vain things? They just make up things, or come up with strange things. Am I in the right place at the wrong time, or the wrong place at the right time? Lord, what's up? Why are the minds of men coming up with all of these illusions to perplex me and disturb me? Why is everybody tripping on me? Why do vain things, empty things, lifeless things and dead things keep bombarding my thinking and my life? Why, why, why, why, why, "WHY?"
"Why" have the kings of the earth (men and women of position, prestige, and authority) set themselves against me? Could it just be because I am anointed?"
You do know that anointed folks go through more than everybody else! I used to have the wrong notion that when you are really anointed, you no longer have problems or rough times. But you show me anybody who's really Holy Ghost, knee-jerking, tongue-talking, casting-out-demons, laying-hands-on-the-sick, miracle-working, world-changing, mind-transforming, mind-boggling, head-straightening anointed and I'll show you somebody who cried in the middle of the night and suffered all night long, wondering where is God. "I looked on the right and you were not there. I looked on the left and you were not there." Anybody who's really anointed has suffered some things, has gone without, has been lonely, has agonized, has had to press through, and has crawled a mile or two. But my friends, I have to confess that, through it all, I, like the anointed ones, have learned to trust in Jesus. Through it all, I've learned to trust in God. Though He slay me, yet will I praise Him. "Why?" It's the anointing?
Perhaps you've been bewildered, confused or discouraged while waiting on God. Have you wondered why your vision tarries or when things are going to start looking up? Why is it taking so long for morning to come? Why is my change not coming forth? If you've been totally preoccupied, consumed, overwhelmed and overcome with Why? and still have no answers, my beloved brothers and sisters, I can only tell you what God told me some time ago. "GET READY! GET READY! GET READY! GET READY! GET READY! GET READY!!"
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Why?
Because You Are Anointed!
"Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? The Kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, and His anointed..." Psalms 2:1-2
Why?" The word "why" is a request of a student, not merely for an answer, but for the understanding of the procedure that leads to an answer. It is not just a request saying, "Give me the bottom line answer." "Why" is the student saying, "Explain the dynamics of the issue, the situation, or the problem until I fully understand in absolute and in complete detail the process that leads me to the solution." The American Dictionary defines "why" this way: For what purpose, reason, or cause, with what intention, justification or motive, the cause or intention underlying a given action or situation, a difficult problem or question. Why: Used to express mild indignation, surprise or impatience.
"Why?" Every mother will tell you that children go through a time of asking why. No matter how many answers you give them, they keep asking, "Why?"
"Why is it light outside, Daddy?"
"Because the sun is shining, son."
"Why is the sun shining?"
"Because God wanted the sun to shine."
"Why did God want the sun to shine?"
"Because we need sunlight."
"Why do we need sunlight? Why?"
"Because sunlight helps us to grow."
"Why does it help us grow?"
After this line of questioning, you become exasperated, exhausted, and frustrated. You finally say, "Why do you keep saying, 'Why?' Why do you keep asking me the same thing over and over again? I've given you an answer, but you just keep asking me 'Why?'"
Why does not merely say "give me an answer." It's a demand, an inquiry, a request that you talk with me, that you dialogue with me until I understand your thought process. It says, "Communicate with me until I understand your wisdom, until I know how to deduce for myself and determine in my mind the things that you have deciphered in your maturity. I know that I may appear to be in1ferior and my intellect may be less developed than yours, but explain the situation and break it down to my level of understanding that I might be able to determine the matter for myself. That way, when you're not around, I can equate and come to a solution or conclusion on my own without the help of others. I need to think in a decisive manner for myself that I may learn to be independent."
"Why?" My father said something to me before he passed away. He was on his deathbed and his words changed my life. He was fading away, in front of me, as a young man in his early forties. While I sat at his bedside, my father said something very simple, yet profound. He said, "Son, I want you to know something. By the time I figured out what life was really all about, it was time to go." That bothered me. That troubled me. That angered me. It really disturbed me.
I thought, "I don't want to spend all of my life trying to figure out what life's really all about, and by the time I finally realize what's actually going on, it's time to go." From that moment, I started playing beat-the-clock. "God, I want to know why? I want to know now, not when I'm an old man or on my deathbed. I want to be able to decipher, to determine and to realize purpose, to understand what is the true meaning for my existence. Away with the trivialities, the small stuff, surface stuff and the superficial issues. I want to know the real deal; the intrinsic nature of the thing. Give me the divine philosophy, the heavenly strategy and the majestic plan. I want to know what it's really all about. Please God, answer the "Why" of the matter."
English novelist Charles Dickens wrote in his famous book "A Tale of Two Cities" that "life is a tale told by a fool." He said not to ask why, because there is no answer. Life, according to Dickens, is just a bombardment of separated incidents that have no harmony, relativity or relationship with one another. It's just this, that and the other. In life there is no formation, no conclusion, no answer—just a wild man telling a strange story that has no ending, solution or equation. Life is sporadic, out of control, wild, crazy and all mixed up. Don't try to figure it out. Just leave it where it is. Don't worry about it. Just lay it down to the side. Don't try to understand anything about what life is really all about.
But Dickens was wrong. The question that needs and remains to be answered is, "Why are all the fatalists and misguided doomsayers of the world wrong?" It is this question of the anointed person's unanswered dilemma of joy and pain, suffering and comfort, tragedy and triumph, that this book seeks to address.
Having a Divine Perspective
To begin, Charles Dickens was wrong in his assessment of life. He sought to draw a conclusion without acknowledging and inquiring from the One who has given life to all men. God is the Creator of man and all living things. The biblical perspective of life is not one of unfulfilled dreams or unanswered prayers. The biblical, godly perspective of life is one of insight, direction, hope, fulfilled dreams and visions. Just because the vision tarries doesn't mean God has changed His mind or given up on you. It could very well mean that the timing or the situation is not right for God to get the ultimate glory and benefit out of your trusting in Him. Hold on to faith even in the midst of the battle.
The vision could be delayed because God knows you're not mature enough to handle the success. Perhaps it will result in a new and fresh anointing you've been seeking. Maybe the vision tarries because, even though you're saved, baptized with the Holy Ghost, and a little bit sanctified, your heavenly Father knows there's a part of that old 1sinful man that hasn't quite died. But, I'll tell you as a living witness, if you hold on and wait a little while longer, your change is going to come. God will come through in the end. Stand like Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. Do not bow to the temptation of man's agenda or to ungodly persuasion. Do not try to keep up with the Jones' or bow to selfish ambition and self-promotion. Do not bow to the spirit of anxiousness and impatience. Continue to walk by faith and not by sight, knowing God is able to do more abundantly and exceedingly than all you could ask or think. (Eph. 3:20) God is able to finish that good work He has begun in you when you first gave your life to Him. If you do these things and maintain the faith, regardless of the external circumstances, in time you will come out as pure gold, a vessel of honor.
Before we begin our journey into the realm of truth and Spirit, please allow me to say that I do not propose that this one book will answer all the "Whys" that preoccupy your thoughts and mind. What I endeavor to do is present you with some basic biblical principles, some precious spiritual jewels that, if acted on, will give you better insight into the heart of your heavenly Father. He desires for us to ask for direction for our lives.
Remember, those who love God with all that is in them and who hold fast to their trust in the Father, can enjoy the saying: Good things truly do come to those who wait. The determining factor is who you're waiting on. God says in Ecclesiastes 3:1, "there is a purpose and a time for all things." There is reason for man's existence. There is some good working out of the matter. There is some logic to the development and a major strategy that causes all of these broken pieces to fit together. If we relate to God like a student to a teacher and ask "why" long enough, and are persistent enough, we will begin to understand what the "Why" is all about.
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Seek and Ye Shall Find
I was taught not to ask God "Why." I was taught that true Christians never ask God why. It was a breech of our faith to ask God why. If you really believe God, you just accept completely everything that comes your way without asking God anything pertaining to its reason for happening; It's as if God gets insulted, mad or feels like you're questioning His authority when you ask Him "Why?" Others feel that if you ask why, God is intimidated with your quest for knowledge or that you might ask Him something that He cannot answer, or that you might offend or hinder God's ability to be omniscient. For whatever the reason, you just don't ask the Almighty God, "Why?"
However, the Bible says, "If any man lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to every man liberally and upbraideth not."
(James 1:5) God said, "Come to me and ask me why." He said, "I'm not afraid of your questions, I'm not afraid of you." God is not insecure in His sovereignty. He's not envious of man or afraid that His position or power of authority is going to be jeopardized by you or anybody else knowing too much. I don't care how many times you have to ask Him. He says ask of Him who giveth freely as He wills. God said. When you are confused, your mind is perplexed, your heart is troubled, confused, and you don't know what-in-the-world to do, come to me and ask me. Just come to me and lay all the cards down on the table. Say, 'This is happening and that is happening. There's trouble here and there's trouble there. There's trouble everywhere. I've been serving you all I know how, and it looks like things are g1etting worse instead of better. God, Why?'" God says He can handle it. Bring it to Him. "I'm able," says God, "to share with you the kind of truth that transforms." God says, "Cry out to Me, inquire of Me, knock and the door shall be opened, seek and ye shall find."
Faith in God, The Key to Answered Prayers
God says when you've searched for Him with your whole heart (your entire being) then will you find Him. If we are serious about hearing from God, we're going to have to exercise the kind of faith that is strong and persistent just like the woman in Jesus' parable about the unjust judge.
And He spoke a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint; Saying, there was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither regarded man:
And that there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary. And he would not for awhile: but afterward he said within himself, though I fear not God, nor regard man; Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.
And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith. And shall not God avenge His own elect, which cry day and night unto Him, though He bear long with them? I tell you He will avenge them speedily.
Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh shall he find faith on the earth? Luke 18:1-8
The judge did not want to hear the woman's plea for justice, but the woman pressed him so hard and so long that he granted the woman's request. The judge did this not because he felt sorry for her or had compassion on her, but the judge granted her petition simply because the lady literally got on his "everlasting nerves." The widow, realizing the judge's reluctance and refusal to hear her, could have lost hope, lost faith, and simply given up. But the woman was persistent, and her persistence was actually fueled and empowered by her faith; a faith that declares, "I don't care how long it takes; I don't care what I have to suffer or what pain I must endure; I don't care who doesn't agree with me or doesn't like me for believing God; I know that if I keep on keeping on, one day, sooner or later, my change is going to come and I will see the salvation of the Lord."
Regardless of the excesses and some erroneous teachings that have been associated with the so-called "Word of Faith" and or "Charismatic" movement, Christians must forever remember and be mindful of the fact that the Word of God declares that anything in our life that is not rooted in or brought about by faith in the Almighty, is sin. For, without faith, it is impossible to please God. The just (righteous men and women of God) shall and must live by faith. Faith for the believer is what gasoline is for an automobile; it's what electricity is for lights and high-powered appliances. It (faith in God and confidence in self) is what fuels our lives and gives motivation, inspiration, and eternal hope for our existence.
As the motivational and inspirational speaker Les Brown says about faith in God and in self: "Within you lies the power to seize the hour and live your dreams. Faith is the oil that takes the friction out of living. Faith will enable you to turn liabilities into assets and stumbling blocks into stepping stones. When you begin to have faith, your load will get heavy but your knees won't buckle, you'll get knocked down but you won't get knocked out. You've got to have faith if you are going to make it in life. You must believe in yourself and in a power greater than yourself, and do your best and don't worry about the rest. You must maintain faith and work as if everything depended on you, and pray as if everything depended on God."
Please, let me be clear on what faith is, so that you make no mistakes what I'm talking about. I'm not talking about some kind of feelgood confession rooted in humanism saying, "I'm okay, you're okay." Nor am I referring to some kind of manipulation of Scripture to formulate my recipe for success. That's a form of Charismatic witchcraft and I don't associate with witches. No! No! No! No! When I say, "Faith," I'm talking about complete, absolute, uncompromising trust in God. It is a faith that knows my successes in life are not because of some great wonderful ability of my own, but my help comes from the Lord. For He, the Lord God Almighty, enables me to do of His good will and all things for His good pleasure.
It is God that works all things and does all things together for our good. In accordance with His calling on our lives and His over all purpose for mankind, He does these things (trials as well as blessings) as prerequisites of our love for Him. Love directed towards God is reflected and expressed by our obedience to His Word and submission to His commands. (1 John 5:2-3) We must know that the supreme principle of faith is the product of God's love towards us. "Faith worketh by love" (Gal. 5:6). We often trust only people we know love us, people in whom we are assured have our best interest at heart. With agape love, the recipient's welfare is always the giver's number one concern. Knowing this makes it easier to trust the heavenly Father, the one who loved you while you were yet a sinner, unworthy of love. Having promised that He will never leave or forsake us, no matter how difficult the circumstances, or how severe the situation, we are not without hope. Our hope makes us not ashamed "because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us." (Romans 5:5) Faith Worketh By Love.
Patience and Waiting on God
The problem with most Christians is that we are far too impatient. If God doesn't speak in the first five minutes of our prayer time, we get up, shake ourselves off, and concede that God is not talking today. We no longer have the kind of tenacity, diligence and persistence like the saints of old. Those saints of bygone days would get on their faces before God and grab hold of the horns of the altar and refuse to let go until they received a sure word from God. Unlike those precious men and women of God, we have become the "microwave" generation. We want everything overnight, even Christian maturity. We want whatever is quick, fast and in a hurry. We've deleted, erased and totally obliterated from our Bibles, and our thoughts, those passages of Scripture that command us to wait on God during turbulent, troubling and unsure times.
My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptation; knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.
But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing." James 1:2-4
You might ask me, "Bishop, why (there's that "WHY?" again) does it often take God so long to answer our prayers?" We put a petition, request, or question before God on a Monday and, it might be the next week or next month before God gives a reply. This tests our faith in order to see if we will continue to serve God, even if He delays His reply. If God decides to prolong an answer or provision for our needs, are we willing and secure enough in His sovereignty, to trust and wait on Him, regardless of how bleak the situation may look? My brothers and sisters, we have to let patience have its perfect (complete, absolute, to full maturity) work.
God's reply to the nagging questions and complex issues that preoccupy our thoughts is, "I may not answer you right away, but go ahead and question "why," and wait on me."
"But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength. They shall mount up on wings like eagles; run and not be weary, walk and not faint." (Isa. 40:31) What are you waiting for? I'm waiting for an answer. Does your vision tarry? Wait for it. Be diligent. Don't become weary in well doing: for in due season you shall reap the reward of your request, your petition, your labor and the answers to your "Why's" if you faint not. (Galatians 6:9)
Has God told you that He has destined you for a certain thing? Has God given you a vision of ministry? Has He promised you a particular blessing? Maybe you're single and God has assured you that you'll be married at an appointed time. But it seems as if the mate that God has fitted for your specific needs is nowhere in sight.
If any of these predicaments are your present experience, I remind you of what God told His prophet Habakkuk. At a time when the prophet was despondent because of what he had seen and experienced, God said, "Write the vision down and make it plain that he (you) who reads it may run to pursue it and fulfill it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak and not lie: though it tarry wait for it; because it will surely come to pass and will not delay." (Habakkuk 2:2-3)
If God has spoken to you about your life and has shown you a glorious end to the matter, wait on it. If, in your waiting, you exercise faith, prayer, and patience, the vision shall surely come to pass. The Lord your God is not a man that He should lie nor the Son of Man that He should repent. God says, "I know the thoughts that I think about you, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. Then shall you call upon me, and you shall go and pray unto me, and I will harken unto you. And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart. And I will be found of you, and I will turn away your captivity." (Jeremiah 29:11-14a)
Tribulations Worketh Patience
Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:
By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in the hope of the Glory of God.
And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also; knowing that tribulations worketh patience. Romans 5:1-3
Patience, contrary to popular belief, is not the same as waiting. Waiting is a passive posture and patience is an active principle. Waiting, by itself, is by no means a guarantee of receiving the promise God has for your life. If that were the case, the seven virgins in the Bible caught without oil in their lamps would have been ready at the Lord's coming.
Also, the Hebrews who came out of Egypt would have entered the Promised Land. No!
Patience is not "just waiting on God." Patience is based on the scriptural principle of persistence and perseverance (steadfastness in delay). Patience also does not come by prayer alone. As a matter of fact, a prayer for patience is only an acknowledgment of your lack of it and does not mean God will grant your request through a supernatural gift. No! My brother and sister, I wish it was that easy. As a matter of fact, when you ask God for patience, you only get it as a byproduct of something else that the Lord sends your way. Are you curious to know what that something else is? I know you are. It is tribulation.
Tribulation. There is absolutely no other God-given way to grow in the fruit of patience. Trib-u-la-tion. The word even sounds funny and undesirable, but it's a necessary element of Christian perfection and a primary prerequisite in receiving the promises of God.
Tribulation. What is it? What does it mean? Is it affliction? Does it mean I'm going to have to suffer? "YES!" "YES!!"
Tribulation means all of these and many other undesirable and unwelcomed things that I will discuss in a later chapter. But without exercising patience we will not be able to receive the full counsel of the Lord, nor will we see the vision of God in our lives come to pass. There will be no patience without tribulations.
Many times we pray for things, but we don't recognize or understand the answer to our prayers. Remember, in all things, God has a divine process and order by which He operates everything on the earth. We ask for strength and God sends us difficult situations to make us strong.
We pray for wisdom, and God provides us with problems that provoke us to come up with solutions and develop wisdom. We ask for prosperity, and God gives us strength to work and wisdom to invent. We ask for a favor, and God gives us responsibility. A large percentage of our success is the result of our eating the bread of adversity and drinking the bitter waters of affliction.
"The genius of success is to be able to see the good that hides in every situation. As a pessimist sees obstacles in his opportunities, so an optimist sees opportunities in his obstacles." Tribulations Worketh Patience.
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God’s University—School of the Spirit
Any teacher will tell you that education begins, not with lectures or speeches, but with interaction with the pupil. The classes are not really good until the teacher has sufficiently stimulated the students to the point when they begin to ask questions about the subject being studied. With hands raised, they ask the teacher, "Why?" Then the explanation process begins. Before you know it, you have a serious dialogue going on, all centered around the inquisition, "Why?" As the teacher explains, she establishes a relationship with the student. The teacher knows she has the student in the palm of her hands. If she can get you to ask a question, she motivates you because when you ask "why," you're saying, "I'm interested in what you're doing." At that precise moment, the teacher has engaged you (the student) not only in the education process, but in the actual learning experience.
Teachers who successfully continue in the educating process, not only must establish a dialogue with the student, but also must adequately and competently answer complex, difficult and perplexing questions in the minds of students. The student's line of questioning from that point begins to convey a message that says, "I respect your ability as a teacher to be able to give me answers." At this stage in the educational process, trust begins. If the teacher has proven continually that he or she has the student's personal, as well as academic interest at hand, the learning process advances to the pivotal and the most warranted stage1 referred to as discipleship. From that point on, the student communicates to the teacher that through their relationship he wants an exchange. Not only an exchange for answers, but for the teacher to teach him how to reason like a teacher. Therefore, this exchange will enable the student to become a teacher and ultimately teach other people. This is what God really desires and wishes to share with us as disciples of Christ.
God desires all His children to have intimate dialogues with Him, like He had with Adam and Eve before the fall of man. God, our Heavenly Father, still seeks to walk with us in the cool of the day. Contrary to erroneous beliefs, God has always sought to communicate with His most blessed and highest earthly creation—mankind. God wants to communicate with us, which is one of the primary reasons He sent the Holy Spirit to commune with us; so that we might learn something of His ways and purposes. The Scripture declares that, "Ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it has taught you, you shall abide in Him." (1 John 2:27)
Just as college professors relate to students, God, by His Spirit, wants to have the same exchange with us. God's desire is to be with us, to work with us, to shape and mold us, to convene and plan with us, and to deal with us until we get to the point that we grow up from being students and become teachers ourselves. “That we be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive. But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into Him in all things, which is the head, even Christ." (Ephesians 4:14-15) Teachers are able to impart wisdom to potential students and wisdom one to another, thus the "School of the Spirit."
Teacher’s Pet
There's no way that you can be the kind of student that goes into overtime, and not become the teacher's pet. Remember seeing them in school? They were those students who always were in the teacher's face, and the teacher just loved them. They always asked, "Why" as if everything the teacher discussed was so interesting. You were probably like me, always so bored and so sick of them, you wanted to hit them in the head with an apple. They just kept asking, "Why?" and the teacher seemed to enjoy them so much. They had established that teacher-to-student,       student-to-teacher relationship. God says, "Don't sit in my class and be reluctant to ask questions. I'm the Master Teacher, the Good Master Teacher." God says, "If you really want to know, ask of me, and I will give you the heathen for an inheritance..." (Psa. 2:8) If you really want to get something going with me, start draining from the milk of my wisdom, start pulling from me. “Ask and it shall be given; knock, and the door shall be open unto you; seek, and ye shall find." (Matt. 7:7)
God wants us to be inquisitive. He's tired of His children being passive and just accepting everything that comes into our lives. He wants us to question Him that we may find clarity and find effective solutions to the problems confronting us day-in and day-out. He wants you to take a stand and start asking "Why?" He's tired of us lying down and saying, "This is the way it's got to be. I don't think there's any way it's going to change." God said, "I want you to contest me, and ask 'Why?'"
Peter, The Teacher's (Master Teacher's) Pet
The earthly ministry of Jesus began with Him teaching, training, developing and mentoring twelve men. The Bible refers to them as disciples. The word "disciple" comes from the 1Greek word mathetes, which means "a learner or student."
It was the tradition of Jesus' day that disciples not only learned from the teacher's lectures and discourses, but also by observing and experiencing every aspect of the teacher's very life. The disciples literally lived with the teacher. They actually watched everything the teacher did. The disciples listened to everything the teacher said. They ate with Him and traveled with Him. The disciples were in close proximity with each and every personal aspect of Jesus' (The Master Teacher's) life.
The Church exists today as a result of the obedience and faithfulness of those twelve men, minus one (Judas). So it is quite evident that Jesus was an enormously good, proficient and effective Teacher for eleven of His twelve men to go on and change the entire world and course of all mankind. No other teacher, school or university can claim such success and effectiveness.
However, out of the twelve men, one stood out above all the rest. It was Peter. He later became known as the Apostle Peter, the one Jesus called a rock. A very unique and passionate quality about this disciple distinguished him from the other eleven. That quality was Peter's dogged determination to understand issues. He was known for always asking, "Why?"
No doubt, the other disciples thought Peter was a big-mouth. They probably said he talked too much. They probably felt that Peter thought he was a know-it-all, but it was Peter's tendency to always ask "Why?" that caused Jesus, the Teacher, to take notice of this loudmouthed man and reward him with the much desired position of Teacher's pet. Notice, I said reward and not appoint.
You may be appointed to be a disciple but you have to earn the right—through diligence to know truth—to be the teacher's pet. That's why
Jesus chose Peter. Jesus knew that if enough of Peter's "Whys" were answered, then the loudmouthed, nosey, obnoxious fisherman would eventually become a great leader and apostle that God could use to get the world's attention.
God is no respecter of persons. He does not grant favorite or special privileges based on a human ability or earthly accomplishments. God does show favor to those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. God favors those who thirst to know the truth and desire, no matter how great the cost, to do the will of God. It is evident that Jesus gave more attention to the development of three of the disciples—Peter, James and John. But there was something extra significant about the relationship between Jesus and Peter, and that's what was so significant, the fact that they had a relationship.
Through Peter's persistence in asking questions ("Why?"), he initiated an exchange that developed a relationship between student and teacher. It caused the teacher to spend special time with the student. Every time something sacred and significant happened in Jesus' life and ministry, Peter was there. When Moses and Elijah appeared on the Mount of Transfiguration, who was there? When Jesus raised the little girl from the dead, He put everybody, including the family, out of the room, except for three of His disciples. Who was one of those disciples? Yes, you guessed it right, Peter! Everywhere and every time something exciting was going on in Jesus' life and ministry, Simon
Peter was there.
Why would God spend special time with one student or child of God in comparison to any other child of God? Isn't that showing partiality? Does not God love all His children just the same? The answer to that question is yes, God does love all His children with the s1ame degree of love. But God is a wise businessman as well as the sovereign Lord. He spends extra time, not based upon His loving one more than any other, but the Father God knows, as well as Jesus, that you invest more time in individuals who exhibit a greater desire to know the truth, operate in those truths, and wish to influence and persuade others with that truth.
God desires for us to know His will more than we even want to know it. If we are willing to ask God why and let Him transform us into receiving His will, God will show us His favor and answer the "Whys" of our heart.
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Purpose—The Method to the Madness
And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.
Romans 8:28
When we look at the course of our lives, it sometimes appears to be on a chaotic path. The course seems to have no certain direction. Yes, even Christians often find themselves questioning the meaning and course of their lives. The things that God does in our lives, and the incidents and situations that happen in many instances, appear to be a haphazard, erratic display of a madman who gets pleasure from seeing his subjects suffer and live in despair.
But with God, this is not the case. There is a reason to the riddle. There is an answer to the question, clarity to the confusion and calmness to the chaos. A bright new day dawns after the dark night. There is a time and a purpose to everything under the sun; a method to the madness.
Knowing God's divine purpose for your life is one of the greatest assets and enablements to understand and make sense of the perplexities and complications that seem to overwhelm you. People who possess such knowledge possess power. Jesus displayed an assurance of knowing His purpose in His life and ministry. When people sought to kill Him for His stand and boldness in declaring the truth, He didn't get fearful and back down from what He had said. No! Jesus stood His ground. Why? He knew His purpose. His purpose was to destroy the works of the devil, not be destroyed by the works of the devil.
When you are assured of your purpose, you're not fearful of men nor external personal conflicts that attempt to hinder you. Why? Because you know with confidence that sooner or later, every trial, every hindering situation, and every opposing person and thing in your life will eventually and inevitably bow and submit to God's plan and purpose for your life. It's just a matter of time and circumstance.
The man who knows his purpose and God-given vision behaves in a strategic, precise and decisive manner for spiritual warfare. Paul told Timothy to wage a good warfare by the prophecies that went before him. When you know your purpose, you won't sit and passively allow things to occur in your life that are contrary to God's purpose and vision for your life. Neither will you be so quick to get discouraged when situations bring conflict and disorder to your life. You know all things are working together for your good, because you love the Lord and are called according to His purpose, you don't become frustrated or overwhelmed by those things you can't pray away, rebuke away, cast away, fast away, confess away or speak away. Why? Because you know that if it's in your life, God has allowed it and He wants to use it (since its there) to transform you into the express image of Christ. He wi1ll bring you into that purpose for which you were created. All things, not some, work together for the good of those who love the Lord.
Therefore, if you are confused, ready to give up, wondering what's going on and what all the turmoil and chaos you're experiencing is about, ask God, "Why?" He just might say, "It's purpose." Maybe He's building a foundation of character in your life. Perhaps it will enable you to obtain the success and blessing that are to be poured into your life. Maybe it is a prelude to the anointing that is about to come upon you. He's got to teach you how to trust Him now, while you are in the desert, so that when you get into the promised land and people start acting funny towards you because they're jealous of the anointing on your life, you won't be afraid to cut the ungodly tie. You know your help comes not from man, but from the Lord. Understand what I'm saying? I know you do. If you don't, you'd better ask somebody! But don't just ask anybody, ask the Lord! Call on the Lord and He will answer you. Go ahead. Don't be afraid, ask Him, "Lord, why?"
Why is there so much strain, why so much struggle, so much conflict, why so much hell? Could it be because I am a man or woman of destiny? Could it be because there's a purpose, a reason for my life? Am I going through so much because I wasn't brought into this earth haphazardly, but there is actually some divine ordained logic to my being? Contrary to what the devil has tried to make me believe, is it true that I'm not some mistake my mother and father made one night in the heat of passion or uncontrollable lust? (If you were born out of wedlock or even an act of rape, you're not an illegitimate child. What your parents did was illegitimate, not you. You need to know that.)
"God, is it possible that you have a divine motive, a divine reason for my conception? Am I destined, purposed, called to do something great in life? Is it something that nobody else has done, something that nobody else can do but me? My brother can't do it, my sister can't do it, my husband can't do it, my wife can't do it, my pastor can't do it. Is it something so unique to my personality, so common to my life experiences, so relative to my sphere of influence, so dependent upon my color and culture, so necessary to my needs and failures and shortcomings that nobody, no one, can do it exactly the way you want it done, but me?" God's response is, "You're absolutely right!" Just remember, "to whom much is given, much is required." (Luke 12:48) So get ready for the FIRE!!!
Declaring the End from the Beginning
Remember this, fix it in your mind, and take it to heart. "Remember the former things, those of long ago; I am God and there is none other; I am God and there is none like me. I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come. I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please." (Isaiah 46:9-10 NIV)
Wait a minute, God said He is declaring the end from the beginning. That's backwards. That's out of sequence. That's out of order. You never declare the end from the beginning. Anybody who tells a good joke will tell you not to tell the punch line before the introduction. God says, "I'll do it backwards for you. I declare the end from the beginning. I don't start at the foundation, I reverse the order. I start with the end of it, then I go back and start working on the beginning, and make the beginning work into the end." God says, "I establish purpose and then I build procedure."
God says, "I put the victory in the heavenlies, then I start from the earth and move upward. I make sure everything is set according to my design, then I work it out according to my purpose and my plan, my will and my way." That's why God is not nervous when you are nervous, because He has set your end from the beginning. While you're struggling, groping and growling, trying to get it together and wondering whether you will make it, God knows you're going make it, because He has already set your end!
A friend of mine once told me how movies are made. I thought the directors shot the movie scenes in numerical sequence, beginning with the first scene and ending with the last. That is not how it is done. Most times they will shoot the final scene of the movie first. They shoot the last scene first, then roll back the film and start shooting from the beginning, making the beginning work its way into the ending.
Built for a Habitation of God
Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and the prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;
In whom all the body fitly joined together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:
In whom ye also are builded together for a habitation of God through the Spirit.
Ephesians 2:19-22
God's approach to destiny is first establishing the purpose, then reverting to the beginning to develop you and instruct you on how to fulfill the purpose. God works out purpose the way you would design and construct a house. If you wanted to build a massive house, you must first hire an architect. The architect takes the vision you have for the house and transforms it on paper (blueprint), establishing what it shall be before it is ever built. Then the carpenter comes in and makes the vision a reality by constructing in material form (manifesting in the present) the design (vision) that the architect has established on paper (the blueprint). Whenever the builder is confused, he refers back to the blueprint. By looking at the blueprint, he knows whether to order steel beams or wood beams, carpet or tile, brick or stucco. Whenever he is unclear about any detail or specification, all he needs to do is check the specifications and look back at what the architect has declared in the design.
I want you to know that God is the Master Architect (designer) and Master Builder all in one. He never gets confused about what is planned or how it is to be built. When God builds something, He builds it for maximum efficiency and optimal performance. We get confused and doubt the outcome. Discouraged, we often find ourselves asking God, "Why did you make me wait while other people go forth? Why does it take so long for my breakthrough to come?" God responds, "What does the blueprint say? What do the specifications call for?"
Many times we wonder why we go through so much persecution. Why do we experience so much rejection that we often feel alienated by those around us just because we love God and want to do His will? God says, "I'm building a solid foundation so you'll be able to stand under pressure and be able to go through the storms of life without being moved or shaken." God's response is simple. Anything that is made well is made slow. "The quality must go in before the name goes on." Anything that is worth having is worth fighting for and worth working hard for.
We also have to know that God is not just building any kind of house. God is building a house of glory, a house filled with His Spirit, governed by His Word (will), and submitted to the Lordship of His Son, Jesus Christ. As tenants of that house, we are called to represent the Builder and Lord of that house by manifesting His glory on the earth. God says, "When I get through with you, when I get through nailing on you, when I get through hooking your two-by-fours together and putting windows in, when I get through hanging siding on you and placing bricks on your frame, then you are going to be a glorious edifice, a sight for the world to see." Still the house is not for us to be glorified, but that God might be exalted and glorified. "But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us." (2 Corinthians 4:7)
Vision (Revelation) and Purpose
Where there is no revelation (vision), the people cast off restraint (perish); but blessed is he who keeps the law (Word of God).
Proverbs 29:18 (RSV)
Solomon declared In the book of Proverbs that where there is no vision (no divine and fresh revelation from God), the people perish (they lose control and cast off restraint).
If you are a person without direction, purpose, meaning, or understanding of God's specific intent for your life, it could very well mean that you lack vision. You may lack a personal revelation, which is God's divine insight into the reason for your being and the reason for your living. Vision not only gives meaning and understanding of one's purpose in life, it also gives one wisdom on how to bring it to pass.
Vision gives understanding and reveals meaning to the trials you may experience at any given time.
God imparts to you a revelation of His plans for your life. That is how vision begins. Then in some cases, God confirms that word He spoke personally to you through a prophecy given to you by another man or woman of God. If you try to figure out the fulfillment of the prophecy by looking at your present situation, circumstance or condition, it may be hard to believe without the assurance of faith and the witness of the Holy Spirit. Why would it be so hard to believe? Because when God gives you a vision it is always too great and complex for you in your own power and ability to bring it about. "Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit saith the Lord..." (Zech. 4:6)
God calls those things that are not as though they were. He calls you in the present what you're going to be in the future, and then makes you prove His Word to be true. Hence the Scripture says, "let God be true and every man a liar." (Rom. 3:4) It means you embrace what God has said about you over what everybody else has said about you, good or bad. When all has been said and done, God proves what He has said about you. It comes through His written Word and His personal revelation to you. His Word is right and everyone who speaks contrary to that "word" is a liar. Your life will witness the validity of God's Word if you continue to walk by faith and obey the Father. You will prove to this world that God is real and that He's able. There is nothing else in life that pleases God the Father more.
Jesus proved the validity of God's Word when He rose from the dead. This was true regardless of the Romans, Jews, skeptics and doomsayers who did not believe in His divinity.
My brothers and sisters, you must continue to obey and serve God. You are going to show your critics and the unbelievers that you, as the servant of God, will win in the end. Some critics will bet against you and they will speak against you. They will say, "That girl ain't never gonna be nothing. Her mama was nothing. Her aunt was nothing. I knew her grandmother and she was nothing. Her granddaddy was nothing. Her father was nothing and she is going to be nothing." According to the Word of God, "if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things have passed away and all things have become new." (2 Cor. 5:17) God said that we are going to make a liar out of all of them. He says, "I will remain true (proof) and every man a liar."
Some of you have been lying to yourself, telling yourself you aren't anything. You're telling yourself you're no good, but you ought to believe God. Believe Him in spite of your feelings or emotions. Stop believing those lying prophecies of the past: relatives and friends who claimed you would never amount to anything. Stop believing people and teachers who called you stupid. Turn a deaf ear to racism who said because you're black you are not important, sexists who said because you're a woman you're not important. Stop believing the lies of men.
Become renewed to the truth of God. You might have had a bad childhood and have been abused, misused, rejected and neglected. God says forget those things that are behind you and reach forth to those things that are before you. Press towards the mark of your high calling in Christ Jesus. (Phil. 3:13-14)
Calling Those Things that are Not as Though They Were
He is our father in the sight of God in whom he believed the God that gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were. Romans 4:16a-17 NIV
No longer will you be called Abram, your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations. Genesis 17:5 NIV
"Calling those things that be not as though they were." The emphasis in this particular context (Romans 4:18) is not Abraham or any believer calling things that be not as though they were, but God calling those things that be not as though they were. It is God, through His Word, speaking into existence His will, not man's will. We should be very glad that it is God and not man. I wouldn't want a man to have the power to determine my future and destiny.
It is God who calls those things that be not as though they were. Our responsibility is to line our will up with His will. When we do, our lives become empowered by the grace and Spirit of God to accomplish what normally would be humanly impossible. That is the essence of authentic prophecy that comes from the heart of God.
If we continue to walk by faith believing in the prophetic word that God has spoken over our lives, things that may seem impossible to realize in the natural shall come to pass.
The just shall live by faith, and anything that is not of faith is sin. For we walk by faith and not by sight (the physical senses ,.i.e. emotions, mental reasoning or the things that we can visibly see).
When God speaks a word into our lives, as far as He is concerned, it has already been accomplished.
If the purpose has already been completed, the task or assignment has already been done, it is in essence a finished work. He calls those "things that be not as though they were."
Hebrews 10:14 declares that God offered Christ as the ultimate sacrifice for man's sin and has "perfected forever them that are sanctified." The word "perfected" in this particular passage of Scripture means in the Greek, "to bring to an end by completing or perfecting the accomplishment of bringing to completeness." This simply means that the end is already finished. It came by the supernatural power and grace given to us by what Christ accomplished during his crucifixion and resurrection.
Therefore we no longer have to strive in the flesh in order to fulfill God's purpose. The calling for our lives has already been determined in heaven. It is a complete and finished work. Your purpose in the sight of God is already an accomplished thing, waiting for your fulfillment. "Perfected" means completed over, settled, done and concluded. God says, "I have perfected your life and purpose for life. I fix them, I set their course in stone. You don't have to run and see what the end is going to be." God said that it's already accomplished. The thing you're worried about performing, God said it is already done.
What about all the debris in your life? What about all of those loose ends and uncertain things that Charles Dickens talked about? He said, "Life is a tale told by a fool," but God tells a different story. He says, "All of those foolish things are going to work together for the good of them who love the Lord, to them who are the called according to His purpose." (Rom. 8:28) In order to walk with God, you've got to be willing to hear some things that sound foolish. Often times, obeying God does seem like "a tale told by a fool."
God called Moses upon Mount Sinai and said, "Come on up here. I'm going show you my purpose, what my plan shall be." Moses walked upon the mountain saying, "Yes Lord, what's going on?" The Lord said, "This is what is about to take place. There's a boy down there in your church (camp) named Aaron. Aaron is to be appointed as a high priest. I'm making him an outfit: a garment symbolizing my pattern of holiness, righteousness, and my set and divine way of communicating to my people. The outfit will have a breastplate with twelve stones, each one representing one of the twelve tribes of Israel —My chosen people. I'm getting him together, girding his loins about with truth. When I get through with him, he shall be a glorious and beautiful sight for eyes to see. Aaron shall be the one who will be able to go in and out before me." Anybody can attempt to come in before God, but it takes a holy person to come out living. God told Moses when nobody else can be in His presence and live, Aaron will be anointed to come in and go out alive.
Aaron sounds like a pretty good fellow, but while God was declaring to Moses about Aaron's perfected state, He was already taking care of Aaron's end, calling those things that are not as though they were. Aaron was down at the bottom of the mountain, working on the beginning. If you were to judge from Aaron's beginning, you would not believe what was promised to this guy. As a matter of fact, the guy was down the mountain engrossed in idol worship, worshipping a golden calf. The guy just didn't have it going on. He was an idolater. He was the head of the hypocrites, president of the failures, chairman of the defeated, busy building a golden calf unto a strange god.
When Moses came down the mountain, he began to build up Aaron, exhorting him on who he was and what God called him to do and be. Moses got the revelation of the end. Moses says, "Hey man (I'm paraphrasing), oohhh God has designed an outfit for you... Blood, you're going to be laid out, you are going to be too sharp."
I know what you probably would have said. Something like, "Lord God, do you know where he is? Do you know what he's doing?" You don't believe God knew what he was doing? Remember God sets the end from the beginning, calling those things that are not as though they were. God declares even to you today, as you read this book, that, "In spite of what you've done, in spite of how you've failed, in spite of how you've messed up, in spite of how you have suffered, in spite1 of how many times you have given up and almost died, I want you to know that my grace is sufficient for you. My grace will enable you to be victorious and make it through to complete your journey (purpose). I've shed blood for you and given sacrifices for you. When I get through washing, molding and making you into what I've already declared you are, you will show the world how glorious I am."
That No Flesh Should Glory in His Sight
Brothers, think of what you were when you were called.
Not many of you were wise by human standards;
not many were influential; not many were of noble birth.
But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise;
God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong.
He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things and the things that are not —to nullify the things that are... That no flesh should glory in His presence.
(1 Corinthians 1:26-28 NIV, 1:29 KJV)
God doesn't seek to manifest His glory and glorious works through those whom the world perceives as great and wonderful. He boldly declares without apology or apprehension that, "My ways are not your ways, my thoughts are higher than your thoughts." (Isa. 55:8) When people seek individuals to do great and monumental things, they look for those who have great education, wealth, prestige and honor; a man of great nobility. But God selects those who are like a bum. He chooses those who the world has rejected; those who have been ostracized and alienated from family, friends and peers; those who are constantly criticized. God takes them and makes them and infuses them with His power, revelation, and wisdom so that they can be wondrously educated in the things of God. This occurs so that they can greatly change and affect the things of the world.
God considers those of no account, those nobody expects to be anything; those who family, friends, and relatives have thrown away and given up hope. God takes those who are fearful and don't believe in themselves and makes them men and women of greatness with wealth, prestige and honor—mighty men and women of valor! These are men and women like Abraham, Joseph, Gideon, Jacob, Peter, Deborah, Ruth, Esther, Mary, William J. Seymore, Oral Roberts, Bishop Mason of the Church of God in Christ, Amie Simple McPherson of the Foursquare Church and Kathryn Kuhlman, just to name a few. Why does God do this? Why does God use the rejected and the despised?
It's a simple but profound answer that He, God, would get all the glory and not man, "that no flesh should glory in His presence." For the Word of God says that "we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God and not of us." (2 Cor 4:7) It is God and not you. God says, "When I bring you out, your critics will know it was me. I'm going to wait until you fail; I'm going to wait until you lose confidence in yourself, your education, your job, your influential title, your resumes, your friends, your family, your doctrines, your creed and your denominational affiliation. When you've lost hope in everything earthly and feel totally worthless and are in complete despair, then I'm going to stretch forth my right hand. I'm going to pick your feet up out of the miry clay. I'm going to place you on a rock to1 stand. When nobody else will praise me, praise will continually be in your mouth, because you are going to know it was my right hand, and my holy arm that brought you victory. It was I who brought you out. It was I who gave you a breakthrough, and not yourself nor the help of man."
Do you still wonder why you've had to go through all the pain and hell you've been experiencing since getting serious with God and vowing to obey Him, no matter what the cost? The reason is that you would no longer take confidence in the flesh, for it is God who works in you both to will and to do His good will and pleasure. But in all things we must give Him the praise, not man, "that no flesh should glory in His sight." (1 Cor. 1:29)
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Because You Are Anointed
Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, and against his anointed, saying,
Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision. Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure. Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee. Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. Psalms 2:1-8
Why do the heathen rage and the people imagine a vain thing? The actual question in this text is not King David asking God the motivation of those who take counsel (conspire) to come against the Lord and His anointed. More importantly, it is David asking God why He allows it to happen. "God, why do you allow the heathen to rage, and why do you let the rulers and kings of the earth set themselves against you and against your anointed? Why God, Why?"
The Question is Why?
Why does God allow His anointed to suffer so greatly? After all, the sole motivation of the anointed is to do the will of God. You would think that if the primary sole desire in the life of the anointed is to please their heavenly Father, the least He could do is protect and preserve them. You would think God would stop the persecution, mistreatment, and abuse of the heathens and phony church folks. But the truth of the matter is that God allows, and in most cases sends, His anointed through more than all others. An intelligent question is, "God, why?"
The anointed might say, "Why do you let this mess happen when I'm obeying you? Why do you let people treat me like this? God, what's up with that? Are you a sadist who enjoys inflicting pain on others? Oh God, why allow these heathens to trip on me like this? I mean, after all, I'm a man of God, I'm a woman of God. I don't have to take this kind of treatment from some stupid unsaved employer who doesn't even respect the fact that I'm called, appointed and anointed. Hey, these people don't even know you. I do. Therefore, I should be afforded special privileges. I should not have to wait until I mature and develop character to get whatsoever I desire—I'm a king's kid! I should be able to just name and claim it. I have the keys to the Kingdom. I can call what I want into existence. I 1thought all I had to do is say the Word, right?" But you know what God's response is to all that selfishness       and       flesh?
"No,...I...DON'T...THINK...SO!!!"
Let us look at the psalmist's question in passage and address each point, one by one.
"Whys" of the Anointed
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together (conspiring together), against the Lord, and against his anointed. Psalms 2:2
"Against the Lord" The most prevailing sin of all mankind is the sin of selfishness... the idolizing of self (self idolatry). Selfishness is the epitome of satanic, demonic and rebellious sinful motivations and behavior. Observing the power and majesty of the Almighty God, Satan became jealous of the Lord's glory. Satan sought to instigate a mutiny in Heaven. Jealousy is the manifestation of insecurity and dissatisfaction with one's calling and self-worth. When you don't know your purpose, you become discontent and many times become envious of another's success. Jealousy and bitter envying are the root cause of the spirit of competition. That spirit presently plagues many in church leadership and those aspiring to positions of leadership. Everybody wants to be number one, the top dog, the head hauncho, the man or woman in demand.
So in our desire to be number one, we covet, lust, and compete for another's position, status or possessions. "Why" do we do this? Because we want everybody to look at us, to like us, to admire us, to respect us, to worship us. Before we know it, we've become drunk with selfish ambition and, like Satan, our hidden motives of the heart become the attitude of rebellion against who and what God has called us to be and do. If we don't come to our senses and repent, we will inevitably become deceived and overwhelmed with the lust for power, prestige, position and possessions. The motive and confession of our hearts no longer aspire to love the Lord with all our heart, soul, strength and mind. The confession and attitude of our heart reflect the sentiment of Satan: "I will exalt myself above the throne of God, above the throne of my husband, above the throne of my employer or supervisor. My church will be bigger than the Baptist church down the street. I'm going to be more popular and bigger than the other T.V. evangelist. I will...I, I, I, I will exalt myself."
Because you were not patient enough to wait on God's timing (even though you've been called, you need to wait until you are sent), you've aligned yourself with the wicked rulers of the day and taken counsel against the Lord. "WHY?" Selfishness!
"AND AGAINST HIS ANOINTED." It is without exception, absolutely necessary for the anointed to suffer. The moment you begin to accept and understand this, you will begin to rejoice in tribulation. I know this doesn't sit well with much of what we've been taught in reference to our victory in Christ. We do have victory in Christ, but we must understand that there has to be a battle fought in order to gain a victory. There is no victory without war. Also you have to know that just as God has promised to supply all our needs according to His riches in glory, He also has promised us trials and tribulations in this life. Tribulations and trials serve, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, a divine purpose. The purpose is death. Death? That's right, I mean death—death to the flesh.
If you are going to walk in the anointing and presence of God, you must be dead to self. In order to be alive to Christ, you must first yield to the sanctifying work of1 the Holy Spirit and die to the works of the flesh. "Why?" So that no flesh may glory in His sight. Before a man or woman is dead to self, they are occupied and consumed with self and how they can please themselves. They make a conscious decision to walk in their own understanding, instead of acknowledging the Lord and being directed by His wisdom.
submission + suffering + obedience + praise = anointing
And Samuel said, "Hath the Lord a great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to harken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, He has also rejected thee from being King.
1 Samuel 15:22-23
Like King Saul, selfish Christians are charismatic witches. They rebel against totally submitting to the Lordship of Christ Jesus (the anointed). Like King Saul, selfish, carnal Christians and Christian leaders are idolaters of self. They stubbornly insist upon doing things their way instead of God's way. Selfish people (self-idolaters) sometimes are a god unto themselves. Just like King Saul and Samson the judge, they will awake one day to find that the glory (the anointing) has departed (that is, if they were ever anointed in the first place.)
Anointed people are in great demand by those who need the touch of God in their life. Because anointed people have the ability to draw from the resources of God's miracle-working power in time of desperate need, people have a tendency to worship and make idols out of them. But God says He shares His glory with no one. God is a jealous God. God will not bestow His Holy Spirit upon some flaky, selfish Christian who is engrossed with selfish ambition, trying to build a kingdom at the expense of using God's anointing. Many ministries try to build their own personal kingdom, while rationalizing that they are building God's Church. The devil is a liar and the truth is not in him.
"Why" are the anointed persecuted? Anointed people are free people. The Word of God says where the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty. (2 Cor. 3:17) Wicked leadership and stubborn, sedate people, who have taken counsel against the Lord, do not like free people, because free people can't be controlled.
Anointed people are full of the Holy Ghost. Life in the Holy Ghost is righteousness, peace, and joy. Anointed people are people who have been burdened by the cross of calvary and are no longer bound by the sins and embarrassments of old lifestyles.
Anointed men and women of God know that because of the precious blood shed by Jesus Christ, they have right-standing with the Father. When they think about the goodness of Jesus, and all that He's done for them, their very soul cries out hallelujah! They begin to praise God with unrestrained zeal and passion. That, my brothers and sisters, is what gives you joy unspeakable and full of glory, the anointed presence of the Holy Spirit.
Controlling people (like those rulers who wanted to keep the people from praising Jesus ) find that type of ecstatic praise to be very irritating and irrational. They want you to be composed and dignified at all times. "Why?" Because instead of giving praise and worship to Jesus, they unknowingly (and some knowingly) want you to praise them—the great, "Doctor So-and-So" and the wonderful "Mother Who-dun-it." But again, the devil is a liar!
The heathen declare "Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us."1
The word "bands" means chains and cords or fetters attached around the feet to restrict movement. The psalmist signifies unity in the illustration. The anointed people of God often find themselves in conflict with those who have personal agendas that are contrary to the will of God. Persecution is a mandatory by-product of being anointed of God. You would think that since your motivations and intentions are only to do God's will and minister to God's people, everybody, especially so-called Christian folks, would love you and appreciate you so much. Not so. The all-encompassing question comes to mind, "Why" not?
The anointing of God has the innate and wonderful ability to soften hard hearts, break stiff necks, crush pride, and tear down the walls of strife and division. This inevitably will bring sincere men and women to repentance. A repented heart is soft and gentle. Gentle hearts are receptive to reconciliation. Reconciliation is the hallmark of love. Love and forgiveness are the cornerstone and foundation that build. So why does the heathen seek to divide the people of God? Simply put, so that there will not be any anointing. Nothing can wither up and dry out the fresh spring well of the Spirit's anointing faster than strife, division (two different visions) and discord. The Bible says, "Six things does the Lord hate and the seventh is an abomination," the seventh thing being those who sow discord among the brethren (the saints of God). But when we get in one accord, seeking the will of God, He will always, almost without exception, manifest Himself.
And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.
And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.
And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.
And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. Acts 2:1-4
Unity evolves around truth seeking believers that are committed to knowing the heart of Christ. Unity brings about the Spirit's power and anointing.
He that Sitteth in the Heavens Shall Laugh
God is pleased and obsessed with being glorified, and receiving glory from His creation. Many children of God have become overwhelmed with bewilderment and are confused as to "why" bad things always seem to happen to good people. But the answer is simple, my friend. God wants to be glorified. So every now and then you may find yourself tempted and pursued like a fugitive, wanted by the devil. The pressure, stress and strain in your life may make you feel like a hunk of cheese on a mouse trap, ready to be eaten up by the enemy. You may get the idea that God is using you like a pawn on a chess board, the game called life, that you have no control of and cannot win.
The devil gets happy because he thinks you're down for the count. But, God laughs! "Why?" Because, God already knows that He will not allow you to go through anything, or be subjected to anything, beyond your anointing. (1 Cor. 10:13) God gives you ability to bear it. That's why He laughs and lets the devil sometimes have at you. God knows you're faithful. God knows that it's just a matter of time before Satan pushes you so far, that you will fall right back into the lap of goodness and mercy.
Why goodness and mercy? Because goodness and mercy are praise partners. They testify and witness to the goodness of God. They remind us of the fact that no matter how hard the battle, how difficult the trial, we can have assurance that God the Father will never leave us. He will never forsake us. Goodness makes us confident to know that if we will only be still and wait on God, we will eventually and inevitably see the salvation of the Lord. Goodness is God's guarantee that we will get that massive, needed and overdue "breakthrough."
What about mercy? Sometimes because of being weary from the battle, overwhelmed by the cares of life or simply just because of disobedience or dead works of our flesh, we occasionally give in to temptations. We yield to the lust of the flesh. We might as well be real truthful about it. Even though we are not just "sinners saved by grace," we do miss the mark every now and then. In truth, we are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus and we have right standing with the Father. However, sometimes we miss it by sinning in our flesh, not our spirit. It is in those times that mercy steps in through the person and blood of Jesus Christ. Mercy pleads our case before the Father. The Bible says we have an advocate with the Father, that "if we confess our sins before Him, He is faithful and just to forgive us of our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness." (1 John 1:9) The Scripture says in another place that, "There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." (Romans 8:1)
Mercy says, "God, I know he was disobedient; I know he didn't do what you told him to, but can you find it in your heart to show him just a little mercy? After all, Daddy, he is your child and you know he really loves you. To the best of his human frailty, he does try to obey you and serve you, so if you would, and I know because of your goodness you can, will you please forgive him and show him your mercy? Not just some mercy, or any mercy, but Your mercy."
God's mercy is not like any kind of mercy. You cannot possibly compare God's mercy with man's mercy because God's mercy is not based on the condition of what we've done. It is based on what God has done through the shed blood of Jesus Christ. It is through the blood of Jesus Christ that we have redemption of our sins. Our goody-two- shoes behavior doesn't count. So now, we're truly liberated because we no longer have to worry about being good enough. We are accepted and beloved of the Father. Now that's something to shout about!!!
Man's mercy is a different case. Man's mercy is based upon your ability to redeem yourself and change your wicked ways. God's mercy and forgiveness are based on His will to redeem you and His ability to empower you with His Spirit to transform you from your wicked ways. Man is inconsistent. God is consistent. Man is wishy-washy. God is stable. Man is flaky and most of the time, helpless. God is wonderful and all of the time able.
David told the Lord, "When I sin, please let me fall into your hands and not the hands of man. For man is wicked and cruel without mercy, but God is loving and forgiving, showing mercy to those who call on His name."
God knows that if He can get you in enough trouble with the devil; enough need and lack in your finances; get under just the right amount of pressure; experience just so much pain; and go through enough stress and strain, He knows you'll cry out for help. "The Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither His ear heavy, that it cannot hear." (Isaiah 59:1) God wants to build in you faithfulness. Your heavenly Father knows that if He can just get you to the end of yourself, you will eventually begin to stop leaning on the arm of your flesh. You will begin to honestly trust in Him with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding. But you will in all your ways truly begin to acknowledge Him, not only as Savior, but as Lord. (Prov. 3:5-6)
The Church as a whole must understand it is absolutely imperative we accept the truth of God's ultimate and universal purpose for all who call on the name of Jesus. We are to be conformed and transformed into the express image of Christ; even as Christ was the express image of the Father. (Hebrews 1:3) Hebrews says that Jesus was and is the express image of God. That means that Christ represented the perfect and complete person and mind of God the Father.
Our ultimate purpose as citizens of the Kingdom of God and ambassadors of Christ, is to be perfect and complete expressions of the person and power of Jesus Christ. We are to manifest God's will on earth as it is in heaven. It is way past the hour that we accept this reality. The mandate of the kingdom is the ministry of reconciliation; reconciling man back to God. We must first die to the image of ourselves in order to be transformed into the image of Christ. This is one of many, if not the primary reason, that God allows us to go through trials and temptations by the enemy. I said He allows you to be tempted of the devil, I didn't say He initiates the tempting. If you're not tempted by evil, how do you know you can resist evil? Also, if you're not being tempted by the enemy, it could very well mean that you've submitted to the enemy. Temptation, in and of itself, is not sin. It's surrendering to temptation that is sin.
When we truly represent God, we express His will and manifest His glory. This is why God laughs at the futile attempts of satan to come against and destroy His children. The devil becomes excited when we're at the point of giving up and giving in, ready to throw in the towel. When we're desperate, the devil really believes we will stop trying to live right, stop praying, and stop trying to be a Christian and backslide.
But God Laughs
"Why?" God knows that when we've come to the end of our rope, when we've reached our weakest point and become desperate, it is only then that we totally, unequivocally, without question or complaint, absolutely rely and trust in Him. Trust Him when you've prayed every prayer you know how. Trust Him when you've quoted every Scripture you've ever memorized. Trust Him when you've made every faith-filled confession you can muster up. Trust Him when you've done all that you know to do and the situation still hasn't changed or there seems to be no healing, salvation or deliverance in sight. God tells you the same thing He said to the great Apostle Paul, "Don't worry, be happy. For when you've done all that you know to do, just stand." "My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness." (2 Corinthians 12:9a)
Therefore, let us, as anointed men and women of God, take the attitude of Paul, "Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong." (2 Corinthians 12:9b-10)
So "why" do I rejoice in tribulations, trials, and afflictions? Because when I get weak, that's when I get anointed!!!

  
6
Persist and Persevere
Persistence1-Holding Fast to Your Confession of Faith
Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.
Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; for he is faithful that promised. Hebrews 10:22-23
My brothers and sisters, you may be going through hell right now. The fact of the matter is you must accept the reality that God the Father, Creator of heaven and earth, is trying to mold you and transform you. God wants to change you into what He has declared as His purpose for your life, and that which He spoke about in His written Word. That word is: You are more than a conqueror through Jesus Christ who loves you. You are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus. Greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world. You have the power to tread upon serpents and scorpions and over all the power of the enemy. No weapon formed against you shall prosper. You really are the head and not the tail, above and not beneath, the rich and not the poor.
You, my brothers and sisters, are indeed, what God's Word says you are. You are to appropriate what the Word says you are, and what the Word says you have. It involves more than just "believing and receiving!!!"
You've got to be able to persist and move forward in the will of God for your life. Your persistence must continue even when everything seems to be falling apart and when it looks like nothing is turning out right. Stop whining. Learn to stand up under pressure. Set the vision of God before you like a flint and move forward full speed ahead with the plan of God. I don't care how many times the lights get cut off, I don't care how many times the water and heat get turned off. I don't care how many times the rent is overdue. I don't care if you don't have a car and have to use the bus to get from point "A" to point "B." I don't care if you have to eat red beans and rice three days a week just to survive. Forget the dumb stuff! If God gave you a vision for something, you've got to KNOW the devil will not sit idly by. You have to fight the devil for the vision, tooth and toenail, every single step of the way. It's less intense to take the easy road, the road of trusting in the things and systems of this world. It's always convenient to call mamma and daddy to get a loan, or to compromise your standards and morals for a promotion on the job. It may seem justifiable to embezzle money from the saints of God to make your church or ministry grow. After all, you're just trying to do the work of the Lord, and they owe it to you.
Know, my brothers and sisters, that the world has a particular road to success. The way of the wicked is the path that leads to spiritual, moral and physical destruction.
The path to true spiritual, moral, physical and economic success is the road less traveled. It's the straight and narrow road. In order to truly increase, you must first decrease. Before a seed buds and bears fruit, it must first fall into the ground and die. In order to gain your life, you must first lose it for Christ's sake. If you really want to know Christ in the power of His resurrection, you must have fellowship with His sufferings. We've got to stop being enemies of the cross. We must take up our cross and bear it daily. The going has always been rough, so we might as well set our minds to get tough. Don't just praise God when everything seems fine and well. We've got to start learning how to cry out to Him in praise, even when it appears we're going through hell.
God wants to get you to the point that you become as faithful as the patriarch Job. When anointed people get under pressure they say like Job, "Even though He slay me yet shall I praise Him." He wants you to differ from the children of Israel, who only murmured and complained when He brought them out of Egyptian bondage. God knows you're anointed, and anointed people have the qualities of Moses, Paul, Stephen and Jesus. They are faithful, regardless of the afflictions, unto death. In this, God is greatly glorified.
Sonship Manifested Through Suffering
Matthew 3:17 says, "Thou art my son and this day have I begotten thee." I'm not saying that suffering makes one a son. I am a son of God because I have believed on and received the Lord Jesus Christ as my Savior and Lord. (John 1:12) But there is something about suffering that makes your sonship evident. There is something about suffering that will bring glory to your life. The Apostle Paul said he gloried in tribulations. There is something about suffering that builds determination in your life. It is determination that says, "I don't care how you feel about me, what you think about me or even who's looking at me. When I feel the need or urge to, I'm going to praise the Lord. You may want me, to be quiet, calm and controlled, but I'm going to bless HIM anyway. I've been through too much to let somebody bind or hinder me from giving God praise. The Lord has delivered me and seen me through too many unbearable situations. I've had to shed too many tears of heartache and pain to let somebody stop me from giving God the praise and honor that is due only Him. My situation was so bad that only God could have brought me out."
God says, "You're my child and now it's time for show and tell. I'm going to resurrect you. I'm going to bring you up out of your downtrodden situation. I'm going to deliver you, I'm going to bring you out. They said you would never be anything, but I'm going to raise you up." God says, "All the chaos, the unresolved issues and the unexplained situations will begin to make sense. All of it. You had to go through this so you would suffer enough to die." After the dying process, God will say, "I'm going to bring you to a place of resurrection. It's going to be you, but it's not going to be you. You're going to have a new mind and a new attitude. You're going to be able to understand my dealings and workings. You are going to comprehend and clearly grasp my purpose for your life and ministry. You will soon have the vision to see clearly and objectively my will in your life."
God wants to bring you to the point where you will not only be strong when troubles come, but stable. He wants you to stop worrying all the time about the outcome of things. The next time something devastating happens in your life, you need not get upset. You should say, "I have been through this before. I've been lonely before, I've had to cry before, I've suffered before. I have had to press my way through before, and I found out that all things work together for good to them that love the Lord and are called according to His purpose. I'm going to stand here and wait and see how God brings me out. I don't know when the breakthrough will come, or from where it will come, but I do know it's coming. Whom God will use, I may not know. Where the check will come from, I may not know. Through whom God will give me favor, I may not be certain. There is one thing I can be assured of and that is this—if I can just wait on the Lord, He's going to bring me out victoriously. If He has to move a mountain, do a miracle or create a wonder, I have faith and confidence that my God will do it; that is, if I just continue to persist, be steadfast, immovable and always abound in the work and will of the Lord, I am coming out...and I'll come out shining. He will, to His glory and honor, bring me through it, and I will continue to praise Him throug1h it all."
Perseverance
Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you: But rejoice, inasmuch as you are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy-
If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the Spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you... 1 Peter 4:12-14c
David asked the question, "Why do the kings of the earth set themselves against God's anointed?" As we have learned, it is necessary for the anointed to suffer. When you begin to understand this principle of the Kingdom, it will cause you to rejoice in tribulation.
There is a root that produces an embalming agent that the Bible calls myrrh. Myrrh was one of the major ingredients used by the priest and prophets to anoint and ordain people, places and things that were set aside for the sacred service of the Lord. Myrrh is a fragrant substance. It grows from a small stick-like shrub. On the surface, there's nothing spectacular about it. It's not appealing to look upon. It is just a root-like shrub. Myrrh also is very bitter to taste. But if you throw it down on the ground and crush it, it exudes a lovely, wonderful and heavenly fragrance. The more you crush it, press on it, bruise it and beat it, the more wonderful and delightful the smell that emanates. The more it becomes battered, bruised, and treaded upon, the more potent the release. It's nothing delightful to the eyes. It's a shattered root, but it sure smells good. God says in this hour to His servants, "If I'm going to use you to show forth my glory and my power, I'm going to have to crush you to extract my fragrance (the anointing) out of you. Trust me in the crushing because when the crushing is all over with, it's going to bring about my purpose. I'm going to bring death, so that I can bring life. I'm going to make you so aromatic that whenever you come into a room people will know that they have just encountered the presence of the Almighty God."
God wants you filled and flowing with His anointing so much that He can send you into the stinky places of this world. When you enter these places, you will bring forth life that flows from the fragrance of God's presence.
Lazarus is an example of this principle. He was dead. Lazarus' sisters said, "Lord, by now he stinketh!" Jesus took His time to see about His friend Lazarus. The sisters thought Jesus' arrival was too late. They, like us, had not yet learned how to trust God in waiting. But when the aroma of Jesus' anointing hit the graveyard, the power of His anointing brought life where there was death. If Jesus had not specifically called Lazarus by name, everyone and everything would have risen. God's word and Spirit force life into existence. God says, "I'm going to sweeten you up so when you go in the fragrance of My presence, you will fill the entire atmosphere. It will light up the place because you walked in."
If you want to be anointed you've got to be crushed. If you want to be anointed, you're going to have to go through some things. Have you been through something? If you really want to be blessed by the anointing, let somebody who has been through something preach, teach or sing. If you are among all of those who say hallelujah just to be saying hallelujah, because a man or woman of God preaches, you don't have any flavor. All of you who have been beaten, battered, shaken, crushed, rejected and ostracized have a fragrance coming out of you sweeter than the honey in the honeycomb. It's better than the Rose of Sharon, unto God, a sweet-smelling savor in HIS nostril. And the more you're afflicted, the more anointed you will become.
Be Ye Steadfast
Therefore, my beloved brethren be ye stedfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as you know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
1 Corinthians 15:58
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Go Forth!
And being let go, they went to their own company, and reported all that the chief priest and elders had said unto them. And when they heard that, they lifted up their voices to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which has made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that is in them: who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, "Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things?
"The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against his Christ.
For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together,
For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done. And now Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word,
By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus.
And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with Holy Ghost, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.
Acts 4: 23-31
Peter and John had been in jail for preaching the gospel and healing a lame man in the name of Jesus. The Bible says that God had been greatly glorified in the hearts of the people as a result of the miracle the Lord had wrought through Peter and John. The rulers of the city sought to punish the apostles for preaching in Jesus' name, but God had come through and performed a miracle on their behalf, granting their release.
Now you know how it is when the Church comes under persecution. They come to fellowship service acting real funny! So Brother Peter said to himself, "I better get a good message for this service. Let me pull something here from the book of Psalms. I'll use the passage when King David was all perplexed and confused, asking the Lord, why do the heathen rage?'"
Peter began to preach this message to them about God and purpose. Peter and John still had the prints of chains on their wrist, had been in jail all night long and had, probably been without food or water. Here was a chance to really be downtrodden and discouraged. Instead, Peter, the former "teacher's pet" started preaching to them about purpose. He began (and I paraphrase): "You know folks, we just had a wonderful experience of God's Spirit as we were partying (celebrating) at the Pentecost festival, and as expected, we ran into a little trouble1 with the law for jamming (singing and praising) too loud, too hard, and too strong. We experienced a trial that caused us a little bit of pain and discomfort, but you're going to see God turn it around and make it work for your good."
The people were listening to Peter preach. Peter was excited, telling them about God's purpose. Peter continued, "Brethren, if you just pursue God's purpose, God's going to bless you with a divine destiny. God's going to show you how to come out of this. He is going to reveal to you how to be delivered." The Bible said that when they heard the Word, all of a sudden they began to believe what God had said about them. Let me say this, you've got to believe that you're coming out of your dilemma. You've got to believe that you're coming out of your trial and test with a passing and perfect score.
Do you know what happened when Peter got through preaching about God's purpose in their lives and answering their "whats?" and "whys?" The Bible said that they got together and prayed. They prayed and prayed and prayed. They prayed until the whole house was shaken. They prayed until the floor began to shake. They prayed until the foundation began to tremble.
When you're praying for God's deliverance, you can't be praying little cute and sophisticated prayers. When you're in a desperate and urgent situation, an educational, intellectual and dignified sounding prayer won't cut it.
When you are really in trouble, you don't have time for those superficial, cute, impressive and intellectual sounding types of prayers like: "Oh, thou everlasting Father, Ruler of the universe, the I AM that I AM" of Israel, the Consolation, the Hope of the world, the Mighty One. I come unto your auspicious grace, through the torn veil that was rent in the temple. I lay my particulars before your abilities, because through necessity I am able to determine your preeminent preexistent greatness, and I lay before you the desires of mine most fragile heart, knowing that thou are always attentive to the prayers of thou saints. Oh, Most merciful ..." God says, "Shut up to that insincere and phony mess!" When you are in real need of help, you don't have time for all that junk. What you need is a desperate "Help Lord, please, help now!!" That nonsense may be all right for some backwards preacher trying to impress a bunch of flaky religious people, but when you are in serious trouble, burdened with a serious need, you've got to pray until you go beyond the limit of your flesh. You've got to pray until your will begins to line up with His will, until your thoughts become God's thoughts and your ways become His ways.
Sometimes we're confronted with problems and situations that are so complex that they very often go beyond our ability to understand and comprehend. That's exactly why the Apostle Paul said in the eighth chapter and twenty-sixth verse, of the epistle of Romans, that "the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered." By infirmities, Paul means human weakness that indicates the inability to produce the desired results or fulfill the necessary need. The notation for infirmities in the Ryrie Study Bible, as it relates to Romans 8: 26, says that these particular infirmities are "our inability to pray intelligently about 'certain' situations."
Regardless of how well you know the Word, and regardless of how prolific you are at praying and quoting the Word, you've got to know that there will come a time when you will not know what it is that you need in order to rectify a situation in accordance with the will of God. As the saints of God, if we are serious about submitting to and obeying the will of God for our lives, we need to have total reliance upon the Holy Spirit to direct us in all our daily affairs, "because He (the Spirit) maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God." (Romans 8:27c)
They prayed and the place they were assembled in began to shake. God filled them with the Holy Ghost and they started speaking the Word with boldness. The basic adherence to the "Word of Faith" doctrine, contrary to all the doomsayers, is a true and authentic Biblical principal. However, you can't just speak the Word out of your flesh and expect it to work the will of God for your life. You have got to be, without exception, led of the Spirit in all that you do in God. The Bible says that "the letter alone killeth but the Spirit giveth life." (2 Cor. 3:6) That's what most of the New Testament is, letters. The Word and the Spirit must always be one together, not one without the other. The two must agree.
When the disciples prayed, they were filled with the Spirit of God. "Well," you might say, "I've already been baptized with the Spirit of
God, I've already been filled, I even speak with new tongues!" That may be so, but are you filled with His Spirit and His power and glory now? I know you might have been baptized and filled with the Spirit years ago when you first got saved, but are you filled now? If not, He'll fill you again. To everyone and everybody that opens up to Him, God says, "I will fill them." To everybody that says, "I'm thirsty!" God says, "I'll fill them." Anyone whose cry is, "Lord, I'm longing for your presence," God says, "I'll fill you." God wants to fill you until you get bold, until timid folks get bold, nervous folks get bold and scared folks get bold. God says, "I'm gonna fill you till you go tell of the grace and goodness of the Lord."
Speak the Word
You need to speak the Word of God with boldness, not with your feelings, your problems or situations. You need to set your mind with God's promise and God's Word, and begin to speak the Word of God with boldness. We need not let external circumstances and situations dictate our feelings, behavior and mind-set. Stop believing what man says and start believing what the Word of God says. What does the Word say?
God's Word declares, "My God shall supply all my needs according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus... The Lord is my shepherd and I shall not want... By His stripes I am healed... If any man be in Christ he is a new creature, old things have passed away, all things have become new... The earth is the Lord and the fullness thereof, and they that dwell therein." Speak the Word, speak the Word! If the Word said you shall have whatever you say, then you shall have whatever you say. I dare you to say it. The LORD is my life and my salvation: whom shall I fear? The LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? When the wicked, even my enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh they stumbled and fell. Though a host encamped against me, my heart shall not fear... Though wars shall rise against me, in this will I be confident. One thing have I desired of LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple. For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret place of his tabernacle, shall he hide me; he shall set me upon a rock. And now shall my head be lifted up above my enemies around about me: therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the LORD. Hear O LORD, when I cry with my voice: have mercy also upon me, and answer me. When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, will I seek."
Obviously, if you've read this book up to this point, you have issues in your life that you've been seeking answers about. I pray that what has been said in these pages will be used by the Spirit of God to give you understanding and peace about the present course of your life. If you don't have peace, I pray that because of what you've read, you will feel free to petition and request of the Lord answers for your situation. God has given us all purpose and reason for our own individual lives. We are truly indeed a people of destiny. You need to pursue your destiny by the will and grace of God. But understand and know assuredly that your destiny has a price. It's not without cost. What is the cost? It costs you everything. I close with the words of a late great wise man:
"If you want a thing bad enough to go out and fight for it, to work day and night for it, to give up your time, your peace, and sleep for it. If all that you dream and scheme is about it. If life seems useless and worthless without it. If you'd gladly sweat for it, fret for it and plan for it. If you lose all your terror of the opposition for it. If you're willing to simply go after the thing you want with all your capacity and tenacity, faith, hope and confidence and stern personality. If neither cold, famine, poverty, sickness, nor pain of body or mind can keep you from the thing you want. If dogged and determined you besiege and beset it, with the help of God, you will get it..."
GO FORTH!!
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