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      FOREWORD

	   

      It is a pleasure to write a foreword to this very useful and practical Study Bible which includes succinct commentaries on 1,500 Principles to Live By from Genesis to Revelation. I have read all of the material in the original manuscript and I do not know of another application Bible that offers its scope, thoroughness, and accuracy.

	   

      I've known Dr. Gene Getz for over 40 years. We both taught at Dallas Theological Seminary during the same time period and both started churches in the Dallas area. At least twelve Fellowship churches owe their foundation to him in the Dallas area and hundreds of churches throughout the United States and the world trace their beginnings back to Gene's landmark book Sharpening the Focus of the Church.

	   

      Gene has authored over 60 books that have been translated into multiple languages. His ability to discover supracultural principles from the biblical text has enabled missionaries and nationals to translate his scriptural studies for use in a number of cultural situations.

	   

      Gene has also had an extensive radio and media ministry for many years. In fact, as he prepared these principles, he taught and videotaped all of the material in this Bible which is now available on the internet.

	   

      This project is the fruit of Gene's lifelong ministry and the focus of the last seven years of dedicated research, writing, and teaching. The detailed"Introduction" which follows explains how this Bible can be used in a variety of settings. Gene's skill in producing studies that can be used in various cultures has set the stage for this Life Essentials Study Bible to be used around the world.

	   

      The fact that Gene is the sole author of this vast work insures a unified viewpoint and his skill in interpreting the Bible accurately and yet focusing on principles helps bridge the gap between various Evangelical viewpoints regarding God's overall redemptive plan that unfolds from the total biblical story. Furthermore, his training, philosophy of ministry, and his experience as professor, pastor, and author guarantees its usefulness.

	   


      Dr. Edwin Blum, General Editor


      The Holman Christian Standard Bible®


  


	 

      INTRODUCTION


      By Dr. Gene A. Getz


       


      In many respects, the Life Essentials Study Bible is a product of my lifelong ministry-as professor, pastor, and author. More specifically, it represents seven years of intensive research, writing, and teaching. After passing my pastoral leadership baton to my successor, I devoted the majority of my time to this exciting project. Though a rigorous process, it has been a highlight in my years of serving the Lord Jesus Christ.


       


      To keep my research and writing schedule on target, each week I taught these Principles to Live By to a faithful group of people. Their positive response kept me motivated and encouraged. Furthermore, this process challenged me to interpret Scripture accurately, communicate God's message clearly, and apply these principles realistically.


       


      My goal was to take a fresh look at the entire biblical story, covering every sentence and paragraph from Genesis to Revelation. I determined not to copy any material I had written previously but to create a fresh presentation of biblical truth. As a result, I discovered 1,500 biblical Principles to Live By that I believe teach the Holy Spirit's supernatural message flowing throughout God's written revelation.


       


      You can personally participate in this learning experience by watching videos of these teaching sessions. You can visit the Web site, LifeEssentialsStudyBible.com, and navigate to the principle you want to study. Or you can use a QR code application on your smartphone to read the code included in the Bible with each principle. This will take you to the Web site and allow you to watch the video for that principle.


      


       


      BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES


      



Supracultural Truth


      I've defined a biblical principle as"a supracultural truth that can and should be applied at any moment in history and in every cultural situation." In other words, these biblical truths are not limited by time, geography, or various societal dynamics. They reflect the will of God as revealed throughout His Divine Revelation for all human beings.


      



Interpreting Scripture


      As you read and study, I trust you'll sense that I've attempted to articulate these principles so they are based on the actual intent of the authors of Scripture. A commentary accompanies each principle to explain the basic meaning of each specific biblical text in the light of the immediate context. Furthermore, these principles represent the total biblical narrative and unfold a unified redemptive story that enables all of us to live in the will of God.


      



The Human and Divine


      To avoid interpreting this approach to Bible study as being in any way legalistic or humanistic, it's important to understand that all of these principles are based on the very important assumption that we can only fulfill our human responsibility in applying biblical truth by relying on God's strength and the empowerment of the Holy Spirit. In fact, many principles make direct reference to the vertical dimension of the Christian life (human-to-God) that enables us to apply these truths at the horizontal level (human-to-human).


      



Divine Repetition


      By God's design, many portions of the biblical story contain powerful, divine repetition. This is most obvious in the Old Testament historical and prophetic books, in the four Gospels, and in the New Testament letters. Consequently, God's supernatural restatements are also reflected in the 1,500 principles that emerge from Genesis to Revelation.


       


      In many instances, however, the same biblical events yield principles that are distinct. For example, the four Gospel writers all included the story of Jesus multiplying the loaves and fish and feeding thousands. Yet, three of these accounts give us three different Principles to Live By. This in itself is a verification of the divine inspiration of Scripture.


      Three Distinct Principles


      




        
          
            	
              Feeding the five thousand

            
          


          
            	
              Principle #36 in Matthew


              The Whole Person


              


              In carrying out the Great Commission, we are to minister to the whole person-body, soul, and spirit.


              


              


              


              


              


              (Matthew 14:13-21, p. 1312)

            

            	
              Principle #12 in Mark


              Putting Others First


              


              Even though we need time to rest, we must be prepared to meet the needs of people who interrupt our schedules.


              


              


              


              


              


              (Mark 6:30-44, p. 1352)

            

            	
              Principle #13 in John


              God's Personal Concern


              


              When we are seeking to know the truth, we should be confident that Jesus Christ is interested in each one of us and our eternal relationship with the Father.


              


              


              


              (John 6:1-14, p. 1445)

            
          

        
      


      



Cross references


      Because of God's divine repetition, there are also events in the biblical story that produce either identical or very similar principles. In these instances, you are referred to these sections of Scripture by means of cross references. For example, in 1 Kings the prophet Micaiah refused to compromise the truth when King Ahab asked him what would happen when he went into battle. Because this prophet told the truth, Ahab put him in prison. The supracultural principle from this account is clear (1Kg 22:13-40, page 469):


      


      


      A Principle to Live By - Compromising Truth


      #40 Spiritual leaders should not withhold or distort God's Word in order to ingratiate themselves to their listeners.


      


      


      In 2 Chronicles 18:12-13, where we encounter the same event, there is a blue line along the left side of the Bible text. At the bottom of the line, you are once again directed to principle #40 in 1 Kings chapter 22.


       


      12 The messenger who went to call Micaiah instructed him,"Look, the words of the prophets are unanimously favorable for the king. So let your words be like theirs, and speak favorably."


      13 But Micaiah said,"As the Lord lives, I will say whatever my God says." (See 1Kg #40:Compromising Truth.)


       


      In addition to over 900 cross references associated with similar repetitious sections of Scripture, there are over 3,100 cross references within the principle commentary sections themselves. Together these cross references total over 4,000, revealing the interconnections and divine unity in the 1,500 principles from Genesis to Revelation.


      






      Life Application


      To help you apply these principles in any given cultural situation, I have purposely not used any illustrations beyond the settings in the Old and New Testaments. Rather, I refer only to the historical and cultural context inherent in the biblical story. In other words, all principles as well as the commentary with each principle are designed to be cross cultural. However, each principle and the explanatory material are concluded with a question for Reflection and Response. These questions are designed to help all students of Scripture apply these Principles to Live By in their own cultural and experiential situation.


      Though I do not illustrate how to apply these principles within the biblical commentary associated with each principle, I do so in the video presentations you can access on the Web site, LifeEssentialsStudyBible.com. If my illustrations do not fit your cultural setting, you can think of creative ways to apply these principles in your own social environment.


      



Knowledge, Emotions, Actions


      You'll also note that all principles are purposely worded as action statements. Though biblical truth can certainly be stated in terms of what we need to know or feel, I have chosen to word these biblical principles in terms of what we are to do. Consequently, I've used three basic verbs in these action statements:


      "We are to" (more general application)


      "We should" (more progressive application)


      "We must" (more absolute application)


      HOW TO USE THIS BIBLE


      As seen in the sample page below, these Principles to Live By sections are embedded in the biblical text as closely as possible to the actual scriptural material. In this sense, these 1,500 inserts are virtually a built-in curriculum that unfolds the total biblical story in an applicational way. The format is designed to be self-instructive, and as the author I have viewed myself walking alongside every reader or student as a facilitator, enabling you to understand and apply God's truth in all areas of life.

      
      
      [image: How-To.png]
      


      The text of the Bible is presented in two columns. The section headings-such as"The False Prophet" (C)-are not part of the inspired Word of God, but have been added by the editors of the HCSB. The footnotes (E) explain issues regarding the translation and interpretation of the ancient Hebrew and Greek texts (see the Introduction to the HCSB).


      Verses 1-5 are highlighted in blue (D). While principle #19 is drawn from the whole context of Deuteronomy, and the whole section 12:15-13:5 is pertinent, these five verses are especially relevant to the concepts discussed in the principle. Though you are encouraged to read the whole section of Scripture preceding each principle, you can quickly discern the essence of the section by reading the highlighted verses that precede each principle.


      This is the 19th principle in the book of Deuteronomy (G). The title of this Principle to Live By is"Victory in Christ" (F). The supracultural principle related to this section of the Word of God is,"Even though God may allow Satan to test our love for Him, we can be victorious over evil" (H).


      The next two paragraphs explain and discuss this principle (I). The paragraph in italics affirms this biblical concept by citing a passage (K) and a principle (L) from the New Testament book of Luke.


      The discussion of the principle is followed by a question for Reflection and Response (M) that will help you think about how to apply the principle to daily life and help launch discussion in a small group.


      On the right side is a QR (Quick Response) code that can be read by many smartphones (J). It allows you to immediately access a video presentation where I taught this principle to a live audience. For example, this QR code would direct you to a Web page that includes a video presentation of principle #19 in Deuteronomy. If you do not have access to a QR code reader, you can access the same material at LifeEssentialsStudyBible.com. Thus, as a student of the Scriptures, you can access over 250 hours of teaching on video.


      In this principle, after the question for Reflection and Response there are biblical cross references (N). The passages in 1 Corinthians and James are beneficial for reflection and discussion. There is also a cross reference to another principle (O). This means that the 15th principle in Ephesians, entitled"Walking in God's Strength," found on page 1635 is helpful for answering the question. Likewise, principle #48 in Luke is useful for understanding the New Testament reference (L).


      Also, Deuteronomy 12:32 in the Bible text is marked off with a blue line along the left edge (A). At the bottom of the blue line is a cross reference to principle #6 in Deuteronomy (B). That principle is drawn from a text that is similar to this verse. Because the principle comes previously in this same book, the cross reference is preceded by"Review" instead of"See."


      





Book Introductions


      Each book of the Bible is preceded by an Introduction. These provide basic information including author and date. They explain the situation in the ancient world and acquaint you with the men and women who participated in this portion of God's revelation. These Introductions also set forth the general themes of the Principles to Live By in each book.


      



Principle Finder


      For quick reference, a Principle Finder is included on pages xv-xxv. All 1,500 principles are arranged under 241 major topics. These topics are arranged alphabetically, and the principles are listed under each topic in biblical order. Many of these topics and the 1,500 principles under each topic are interrelated, reflecting one unified biblical story. Consequently, the main topics are frequently cross-referenced. For example, the topic of GRATEFULNESS is cross-referenced to PRAISE and WORSHIP (see page xviii)


      You'll also note that some main topics are divided into more specific categories. For example, the topic of LEADERSHIP is divided into the following five categories with Principles to Live By under each category (see pages xix-xx):


       


      LEADERSHIP, ASSISTANTS


      LEADERSHIP, FUNCTIONS


      LEADERSHIP, GENERAL


      LEADERSHIP, MODELING


      LEADERSHIP, QUALIFICATIONS


       


      To use this Bible in a variety of creative ways, you'll want to consult this Principle Finder on a regular basis. Whether you engage in personal or group study, or you are doing a book or topical study, this tool will provide you with numerous possibilities in exploring God's message in the Bible.


      





Book or Topical Studies


      Regarding book studies, the principles themselves unfold the events in each book of the Bible. To give you an overview, all principles are listed at the beginning of each book and then developed in the biblical text (for example, see the List of Principles in Genesis, pages 2-4). Following this overview, you can study the principles and each commentary as they appear within each book.


      For topical studies, consult the Principle Finder (beginning on page xv). For example, if you want to study all of the principles that relate to TESTING, they are listed in order as they appear in the Bible (see page xxiv).


      TESTING


      To Grow in Christ, Gn #32, p. 32


      In Areas of Failure, Ex #9, p. 85


      To Develop Our Faith, 1Kg #24, p. 457


      To Face Greater Challenges, 1Kg #26, p. 459


      That Is Embarrassing, Mk #26, p. 1367


      To Prove Our Love, Jn #40, p. 1475


      



Personal Reading and Study


      The format of this Bible is designed to help every individual read through the entire Bible or various books of the Bible in any sequence without losing focus or continuity. Alternatively, if you wish to study a particular topic, you can consult the Principle Finder, which will direct you to all the principles under a particular subject that interests you the most.


      



Family Devotions


      As a parent, you can easily select any book of the Bible or any topic that is particularly relevant to various ages of children. You can also be selective within each book, adapting the material as necessary. For example, the books of Psalms and Proverbs have very practical principles for guiding family relationships. To prepare for these devotional sessions, consult the list of principles at the beginning of each book (see pages 690 and 830). Based on the ages of your children, you can adjust the frequency and duration of your family devotions.


      



Small Group Study


      To use this Bible for small group study, you can choose any book of the Bible or any topic and allow the content associated with each principle and the communication process to determine the pace. If you are a teacher/facilitator, you can simply read the highlighted biblical text, the Principle to Live By, and the explanatory material. The group can then spend time discussing the question for Reflection and Response. For example, your group may want to study the book of Joshua, which includes 25 principles (see pages 266-267). Or, if you want to do a topical study apart from a book study, there are a number of subjects that make very practical studies for various groups. A few of these topics are:


       


      FAITH (Living), page xviii


      FELLOWSHIP, page xviii


      FORGIVENESS, page xviii


      MORALITY, page xxi


      PREJUDICE, page xxii


      



Mentoring


      One of the great challenges all leaders face is to equip others to serve Jesus Christ. This can certainly be done in a small group, but the process becomes even more effective one-on-one. Paul addressed this challenge in his second letter to Timothy. Knowing that he was about to face martyrdom, he exhorted Timothy with these words:


      "And what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, commit to faithful men who will be able to teach others also" (2Tm 2:2).


      The timeless principle that emerges from this exhortation is evident (2Tm 1:13-2:2, page 1685):


       


       


      


      


      A Principle to Live By - Mentoring Others


      #3 Spiritual leaders should develop a core of faithful men and women who can multiply their efforts.


      


      


      The Life Essentials Study Bible is designed to help all believers-regardless of their leadership role as pastors, parents, professors, or disciplers-to apply this principle in one-on-one relationships. After determining which book or topics to study, you can simply read the highlighted biblical text, review the principle, read the explanation, and then discuss the application question for Reflection and Response. Once again, the pace can be determined by the time available.


      Some of the BOOK STUDIES recommended for mentoring are:


       


      Joshua, pages 265-298


      Nehemiah, pages 609-632


      1 Timothy, pages 1671-1682


      2 Timothy, pages 1683-1690


      Titus, pages 1691-1698


      Some of the TOPICAL STUDIES recommended for mentoring are:


       


      Communication, page xvi


      Compassion, page xvi


      Counseling, page xvi


      Holiness, page xix


      Humility, page xix


      Integrity, page xix


      Motivation, page xxi


      Pride, page xxii


      



Counseling


      Another task all spiritual leaders face today is counseling people who are experiencing various challenges in their lives. Unfortunately, many counselors bypass significant sections of Scripture that can help people resolve their personal problems. Some of these topics and principles are:


       


      ANGER, page xv


      ANXIETY, page xv


      DEPRESSION, page xvii


      FEAR, page xviii


      JEALOUSY, page xix


      RATIONALIZATION, page xxii


      SUFFERING, page xxiv


      TEMPTATION, page xxiv


      



Doctrinal Studies


      These studies can be developed in both formal and informal settings. The following topics will enable people to be grounded in the basic doctrines of the Bible:


       


      DEITY OF CHRIST, page xvii


      JUDGMENT, GOD'S, page xix


      INCARNATION, page xix


      JESUS CHRIST, page xix


      SALVATION, page xxiii


      SANCTIFICATION, page xxiii


      SATAN, page xxiii


      SCRIPTURE, page xxiii


      SECOND COMING, page xxiii


      SIN, page xxiv


      SOVEREIGNTY, GOD, page xxiv


      SPIRIT, HOLY, page xxiv


      



Formal Classes


      The format in this Bible can also be used for Sunday School classes, mid-week Bible studies, adult education classes, and other formal groups. As a teacher, you can easily develop and expand on the biblical material and the various ways to apply each principle. To help you prepare these lessons, you can access the video sessions.


      Following a formal presentation, this approach also lends itself to dividing the larger group into smaller groups, allowing students to use the questions for Reflection and Response to engage in applicational sharing.


      As already stated, any book of the Bible can be selected and studied in these formal settings. However, there are a number of topics that also provide very relevant studies. Some of these are:


       


      DECISIONS, page xvii


      MARRIAGE, page xx


      PARENTING, page xxi


      PRAYER, page xxi-xxii


      SECURITY, page xxiv


      WILL OF GOD, page xxv


      



Leadership Training Classes


      Topical studies are particularly helpful in preparing people to serve in various ministry positions, especially in the local church. The following topics are very fundamental but are extensive and in-depth throughout Scripture:


       


      CHURCH, page xv-xvi


      COMMISSION, GREAT, page xvi


      EVANGELISM, page xvii


      GROWTH, page xix


      LEADERSHIP, page xix-xx


      POSSESSIONS, page xxi


      WORSHIP, page xxv


      



Sermonic Material


      Each principle or several related principles can be used to present a biblical message. For example, every Principle to Live By can become a sermon proposition that can be supported with biblical content. Or several principles can become a sermon outline that supports an overarching principle or proposition. For example, the story of Cain and Abel focuses on anger. The principle from this event is as follows (Gn 4:1-8, page 9):


       


      


      


      A Principle to Live By - Sinful Anger


      #7 We must not allow the God-created emotion of anger to become sinful.


       


       


      This principle can serve as a proposition for a complete message, which would include supporting this biblical truth with other Scriptures, such as Paul's exhortation to the Ephesians to"be angry and do not sin" (Eph 4:26). To develop this topic further or even to develop a series of messages on this topic, pastors and teachers can consult the subject of ANGER in the Principle Finder.


      To help listeners relate this principle to their lives, the question for Reflection and Response in Genesis #7 will generate ideas and suggestions for application. Remember too that the video presentations you can access on the Web site are designed to help you communicate these principles in a formal setting.


       


      Reflection and Response


      Since anger is a God-created emotion, how can we both control it and express it without hurting others and ourselves? (See Pr 14:29; 19:11.) (See 2Sm #13: Sinful Anger, p. 397.)


      



Flexible Instruction


      The principles in the Life Essentials Study Bible can be used in any Bible study regardless of the translation in use. In this sense, this Bible can help people engage in applicational study no matter what version the pastor or other leaders use to teach the Scriptures.


      



Higher Education


      As I prepared this material, I could not help but reflect on my own Bible college and seminary education. I remember assignments when I had to read through the entire Bible or sections of the Bible. I also remember trying to concentrate, maintain continuity, and make sense of what I was reading. Frankly, it often became just an assignment to complete without much learning and application taking place in my life.


      Hopefully, the Principles to Live By approach in this Life Essentials Study Bible will enable any serious student of Scripture not only to read and study the Bible, but to understand its basic meaning and to apply its teachings in daily living.


	   

      Gene A. Getz, Ph.D.
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  The Fruit of the Spirit


  Quality versus Quantity


  Reflecting Christ's Righteousness


  Avoiding Idolatrous Activities


  Being Transformed


  Not Conformed to the World


  The Fruit of Righteousness


  Becoming Healthy


Becoming Like Christ


The Fruit of the Spirit


A Model of Generosity


  Reflections of Maturity


  Modeling Faith, Hope, and Love


  Maintaining Doctrinal Purity


  Becoming a Transformed Community


  Authentic Faith


  CHURCH, WITNESS (See LOVE; UNITY)


  A Transforming Influence


  Maintaining Unity


  A Unified Community


  Demonstrating Christ's Deity


  Unity with Diversity


  Pursuing Love and Unity


  Penetrating Culture


  Reflecting the Eternal Community


Corporate Witness


  CIRCUMSTANCES, DIFFICULT


  Trusting God


  COMFORT, GOD'S


  Opportunity to Comfort Others


  COMMANDS, GREATEST (See CHURCH, WITNESS; LOVE; UNITY)


  Loving One Another


  Loving God and Others


  COMMISSION, GREAT (See EVANGELISM; GROWTH, SPIRITUAL)


  God's Message of Redemption


  Equipping Others


  Ministering to the Whole Person


  Proclaiming Salvation


  And the Will of God


  Good News for All


  Through Prayer and Evangelism


  Until Jesus Comes


  COMMUNICATION (See CHURCH; COUNSELING)


  Openness and Accountability


  Teachable Moments


  With Youth


  With Clarity


  Using Words Appropriately


  Controlling the Tongue


  Able to Teach


  With Wisdom


  With Sincerity


  Avoiding Arguments


  The Written Word


With Creativity


Understandable


  With One Another


  Comprehensive


  Demonstrating Wisdom


  COMMUNION (See CHURCH, FUNCTIONS)


  The Lord's Supper


With Regularity


  Regular Participation


  Creativity


  Remembering Christ's Death


Avoiding Favoritism


  COMPASSION, GOD'S


  His Character


  Throughout History


  COMPASSION, TOWARD OTHERS


  Toward Sinful People


  Developing a Shepherd's Heart


Toward Those We've Hurt


  Extending Grace


  For the Needy


  Toward the Hardhearted


  Toward All People


  For the Poor


  For Those God Judges


  Toward Erring Believers


  For Individuals


  For the Repentant


  For Unsaved People


  Pastoral Hearts


  For Unbelievers


  For the Unsaved


  COMPROMISE


  Living Without


  CONFESSION OF SINS


  Acting Responsibly


  Accepting God's Forgiveness


  To Experience Fellowship


  Restoring Fellowship


  CONFRONTATION (See CHURCH, FUNCTIONS)


When a Christian Sins


  When There Are Internal Conflicts


  Of Carnal Leaders


  Avoiding Judgmental Hypocrisy


To Bring Spiritual Restoration


  Having Pure Motives


Being Specific


With Patience and Gentleness


  Decisive Action


  Addressing Difficult Situations


  Administering Tough Love


  Of False Teachers


  CONSCIENCE


Free of Guilt


  In Harmony with God's Will


  CONSISTENCY


  Avoiding Hypocrisy


  Christlike Living


  CONVERSION


  Authentic


  Born Again


  A Renewed Heart


  CONVERTS


  Encouraging New Believers


  CONVICTION (See COMMUNICATION; DEPRESSION)


  By the Holy Spirit


  COUNSELING (See DEPRESSION; FEAR; RATIONALIZATION)


  The Art of Listening


  Allowing"Why" Questions


  Avoiding Subjectivity


  Insensitive Communication


  Confronting with Humility


  Discerning Depression


  Showing Compassion


  Cautious and Wise Feedback


  Rejection by Family and Friends


  COVENANT


  With Israel


  Old and New


  COVENANT, ABRAHAMIC


  God's Unconditional Promise


  COVENANT, NEW


  Spiritual Benefits


  Blessings of


  Born Again


  CREATION


  And Godly Praise


  CRISES


  A Time to Reflect


  Avoiding Humanistic Solutions


  Demonstrating Faithfulness


  Maintaining Hope


Supernatural Intervention


  Remembering God's Faithfulness

  
  That Lead to Salvation


  DEATH, AT


Being Remembered Well


  Eternal Hope


  DECISIONS (See WILL OF GOD)


  Avoiding Inappropriate Influences


  Evaluating Majority Opinions


  Foolish and Hurtful


  Consulting God


  Based on Biblical Values


That Are in God's Will


After Seeking God's Wisdom


  Distinguishing Right and Wrong


  That Honor God


  Using Freedom Responsibly


  DEDICATION


  Of Total Being


Wholehearted


From the Heart


To Finish Strong


  DEFENSE, SELF


  Without Being Defensive


  When Appropriate


Having Valid Witnesses


Always with Graciousness


  DEITY OF CHRIST (See INCARNATION, JESUS CHRIST)


  The Eternal God


  The God-Man


  The Incarnation


  Equality with God


  A Biblical Perspective


  Evidence for Believing


  The Preeminent Savior


  DEMONS (See SATAN)


  Avoiding the Occult


  DEPRESSION (See COUNSELING)


And Exhaustion


And Physical Needs


And Mental Distortions


  Deliverance From


  And Physical Causes


  And Distorted Reality


  And Distorted Thinking


  DESIRES


That Are Sincere


  DIGNITY, HUMAN


  Made in God's Image


  And God's Greatness


  DISCERNMENT (See DECISIONS)


Truth from Error


  Age and Experience


  With Godly Wisdom


  Between Unique and Normative Experiences


  DISCIPLES (See DEDICATION)


  Commitment to Jesus Christ


  Knowing and Living


  Models of Dedication


  DISCIPLINE, CHURCH (See CHURCH, FUNCTIONS)


  Separation


To Become Mature


For Economic Irresponsibility


  DISCIPLINE, GOD'S


  For Persistent Disobedience


  Verification of Our Salvation


  For Holy Living


Accepting


  His Faithful Love


  Of the Church


  For Conforming to the World


For Creating Disunity


  A Reassuring Experience


  DISCIPLINES, SPIRITUAL


  Thinking Biblically


Training in Godliness


Goals for Godliness


  DISILLUSIONMENT (See CRISES)


  Because of Inconsistent Christians


  Being Honest with God


Theological Confusion


  Created by Crises


  DOCTRINE, BASIC


  Salvation by Faith in Christ


  DOUBT, FEAR


  Looking to God


  DOUBTERS


  Patience With


  ELDERLY (See CHURCH, FUNCTIONS)


  Caring For


  ENCOURAGEMENT (See CHURCH, FUNCTIONS)


From Fellow Christians


For Fellow Christians


  For the Weak


  With Reciprocal Generosity


Positive Feedback


  Public Appreciation


Of Spiritual Leaders


  ETERNITY


  Spiritual Life or Death


  EVALUATION, SELF


  Motives and Behavior


  Testing Our Faith


  EVANGELISM, COMMUNICATION


  With Unsaved Relatives


  Without Compromise


  Explaining God's Patience


  Being Bold and Unashamed


  In the Business Community


  Bold but Wise


  By Praising God


  Persistent Preaching and Teaching


  With Discretion and Humility


  With Compassion


  With Family and Friends


  And Communion


  Urgency with Patience


Follow-up Communication


  EVANGELISM, GENERAL (See CHURCH, WITNESS; COMMUNION)


  Salt of the Earth


  Salvation for All


  Being Light in the Darkness


  A Gospel for All


  Being God's Light


  Sharing Christ Faithfully


  The Water of Life


  The Holy Spirit's Ministry


  God's Redemptive Plan


  EVANGELISM, MODELING


  Lifestyle


  Reflecting God's Holiness


  Reflecting Christ's Image


Being a Consistent Witness


Reflecting Who God Is


  Living What We Profess


  Through Oneness and Unity


  Separation without Isolation


  Reflecting God's Majesty


  Reflecting God's Glory


  Winning Trust and Respect


  Demonstrating Christ's Love


  Freedom from Prejudice


  Modeling Christ's Love


  Demonstrating Christ's Deity


  Conquering Evil with Good


  EVANGELISM, MOTIVATION


In View of Christ's Coming


  Motivated by God's Love


  Prophetic Fulfillment


  Extending Grace


  Concern and Compassion


  EXPERIENCES, SUPERNATURAL


Messages from God


  Evaluating Carefully and Cautiously


  FAILURES


  Our Humanness


  Inappropriate Self-protection


  Avoiding Rationalization


  Accepting Responsibility


  FAITH, LIVING


  Trusting God for Others


  When Anxious and Fearful


For the Future


  Drawing Strength from Others


  Daily Confidence in God


  Trust without Wavering


  Trusting God for Restoration


  When God Seems Silent


  In God's Faithfulness


  Focusing on Christ


  To Experience God's Presence


  In All Circumstances


  Questions without Answers


  Persistent Anxiety


  Standing Firm


  Unanswered Questions


In All Circumstances


  And Eternal Life


  FAITHFULNESS, GOD'S (See SECURITY)


  When We Fail


  Past, Present, and Future


  Unconditional Promises


  When We are Unfaithful


  FAITHFULNESS, OUR


  In Teaching Our Children


  In a Pagan World


  In Difficult Circumstances


Finishing Well


  Without Being Presumptuous


  In An Unfair World


  Remaining Faithful


  Growing in the Knowledge of God


  In Communicating God's Message


  As Spiritual Leaders


In Presenting the Gospel


Measured by Endurance


Fulfilling Our Ministry


  Among Our Enemies


  That Endures


  FAMILY MEMBERS


  Avoiding Negative Influences


  Caring for One Another


  Hope for Salvation


  FEAR (See ANXIETY, OVERCOMING)


  Regressing to Self-Centeredness


  When Personally Attacked


  And Disobedience


  Of Rejection


  Overcoming


  Freedom from


  FEAR, GODLY


  Of His Awesome Holiness


  Of His Awesome Presence


A God-Fearing Heart


  To Receive Divine Wisdom


  Of False Claims


  In View of Who Christ Is


  FELLOWSHIP (See CHURCH, FUNCTIONS)


  With One Another and God


  Restoration to One Another


  Both Human and Divine


Close Companions


With Mature Believers


  With God


  Abiding in Christ


  Inappropriate Associations


  True Spirituality


  Horizontal and Vertical Relationships


With Our Heavenly Father


  FORGIVENESS, GOD'S (See SALVATION; REPENTANCE)


  For Unintentional Sins


  Through the Blood of Christ


  For Sexual Sins


  And Restored Fellowship


His Unconditional Love


Regardless of Specific Sins


  Continual Cleansing


  Forgetting the Past


  Seeking and Accepting


  Through Faith


  True Repentance


  FORGIVENESS, OF OTHERS


  Results of Non-Forgiveness


Doing So Unconditionally


  Taking the Initiative


  Forgiving Others


  FREEDOM


  Using Knowledge Responsibly


Without Compromise


  FULFILLMENT, EXPERIENCING (See WILL OF GOD)


  Divine Principles


  An Earthly and Eternal Perspective


  Living in the Will of God


  Through Salvation and Spiritual Growth


  GIVING (See POSSESSIONS, GENEROSITY)


  Regular, Systematic, and Proportional


Guidelines for Generosity


  GODLINESS (See SANCTIFICATION; CHURCH, MATURITY; HOLINESS; INTEGRITY)


  Progressive Holy Living


  Living Well-Ordered Lives


  New Testament Expectations


  Getting to Know God


  In All Relationships


  Developing Godly Character


  Women of Spiritual Stature


  Producing Much Fruit


  Motivated by God's Grace


  GOSPEL, THE (See EVANGELISM)


  For All


  A Verifiable Message


  A Message of Hope


  Historical Evidence


  Urgency of Belief


An Exclusive Message


  GOVERNMENT


  Remaining Faithful in a Corrupt Society


  Civic Responsibility


  Leaders as God's Servants


  Our Dual Citizenship


  Courts of Law


  Being Good Citizens


Respect without Violating Biblical Values


  GRACE, GOD'S (See SALVATION)


  Mercy toward All Mankind


  Strength in Weakness


  Motivation for Holiness


  God's Redemptive Plan


  His Message through Jesus Christ


  Being Thankful


  Greater than the Power of Sin


  Sovereign Mercy


Gifts of the Holy Spirit


  GRACE, RESPONDING TO GRATEFULNESS; PRAISE; WORSHIP


  With a Thankful Heart


With Sinful Behavior


  With a Servants Heart


  Motivation to Righteous Living


  With Inspiration


  Human Responsibility


Using Freedom Responsibly


  Walking Worthy


  GRATEFULNESS (See PRAISE; WORSHIP)


  For Answered Prayers


  For Others' Favors


  For Material Blessings


For Special Help


For God's Goodness


  For God's Faithful Love


  For Victory through Christ


  For God's Faithfulness


  For God's Immeasurable Love


  For God's Amazing Grace


  For Our Great Salvation


  For Jesus Christ


  For God's Redemptive Plan


  For Service Opportunities


  For God's Grace


  For Fellow Believers


  Expressing Appreciation


  
For Suffering Servants

  
  GROWTH, SPIRITUAL (See CHURCH, MATURITY; GODLINESS; SANCTIFICATION)


  Learning from Personal Mistakes


  Avoiding Regression


  Developing Intimacy with God


  Developing Godly Character


  Preparing for Greater Responsibility


  Gaining Strength through Weakness


  Through Difficult Experiences


  Being Teachable


  Measuring Up to Christ's Character


  Christ Our Perfect Example


  Focusing on Christ


Trusting God


Living Transformed Lives


  Members of One Another


  Learning God's Message


Understanding Doctrine


Building Up One Another


Quality Worship


Holistic Christian Living


Becoming Mature


Walking in the Light


  HEALING


  Emotional and Spiritual


  From Emotional Scars


  God's Divine Therapy


  Psychosomatic Illnesses


  For Body and Soul


  Prayer from Spiritual Leaders


  HEAVEN, NEW JERUSALEM (See SALVATION)


  Our Everlasting Inheritance


  Being with Jesus Christ


  HELL (See JUDGMENT, GOD'S)


  Escaping God's Judgment


  Preparing to Meet God


  Ultimate Rejection


  HOLINESS (See CHURCH-MATURITY; GODLINESS; GROWTH-SPIRITUAL; SANCTIFICATION)


  Overcoming Carnality


  Reflecting God's Glory


  As a Church Body


  In All Relationships


  Reflecting God's Character


  Responding to God's Grace


  Preparing for the Second Coming


  Restraining God's Judgment


  Reflecting God's Nature


  HOPE, ETERNAL (See DEATH, AT; HEAVEN, NEW JERUSALEM)


  Facing Death Victoriously


  For Loved Ones


  Security in Christ


A Bodily Resurrection


  HUMILITY (See PRIDE)


Basis of Eternal Rewards


Confession of Sin


Toward God and Others


Faithful Service


  Restoring Relationship with God


  In Response to God's Discipline


  Basis of Honor


  The Mark of a Christian


  When Planning Ahead


  Because of God's Mercy


  Emulating Christ


  In Our Christian Walk


  Serving One Another


  Following Christ's Example


  IDENTITY


  Trying to Prove Ourselves


  Our Position in Christ


Members of God's Family


  IDOLATRY


  With Attitudes and Actions


  Sexual Immorality


  Syncretism


  Worshiping False Gods


Misplaced Faith


Subtle and Naive


  Avoiding


  Compared with God


  In Contemporary Culture


  A Form of


  Rejecting


  Elevating Anyone Above Christ


  INCARNATION (See DEITY OF JESUS CHRIST; JESUS CHRIST)


  Deity and Human


  Christ's Identification with Our Humanness


  A Compassionate Savior


  Knowing God through Christ


  The Suffering Savior


The God-Man


  INHERITANCE, ETERNAL (See HEAVEN, NEW JERUSALEM; REWARDS)


  Riches in Christ


  A Priority Over Possessions


  INTEGRITY (See GODLINESS)


  Pure Motives


  Before All People


  Honest Commitments


  Living Transformed Lives


  Honest Communication


  In Business


  Doing Good for All


  Basis of Godly Relationships


  INTERCESSION, DIVINE (See MEDIATOR)


  The Holy Spirit and Jesus


  INTERPRETATION (See SCRIPTURE, INTERPRETATION)


  The Book of Revelation


  Symbols in the Book of Revelation


  ISRAEL


  Spiritual Lessons


  God's Future Plans


  God's Chosen People


  And the Church


  JEALOUSY (See ANGER)


  And Sinful Anger


  Handling Appropriately


  And Sinful Behavior


Inappropriate Reactions


Self-destructive Results


Insidious Power


  JESUS CHRIST (See DEITY OF CHRIST; INCARNATION)


  Believing and Receiving


  One with God


  Our Primary Focus


A Correct View


  Humble Servant and Sovereign Lord


  Lord and King


  JUDGMENT, GOD'S


  For Persecuting His People


  Eternal Death


  Deliverance for His People


  On False Teachers


  On the Unrepentant


  A Coming Reality


  JUSTICE (See GOVERNMENT)


  Treating Others Fairly


  Concern for


  Praying for God's Intervention


  For Criminal Behavior


  Living with Inequities


  JUSTIFICATION (See SALVATION)


  By Faith


  LAWS, OLD TESTAMENT


  Dietary Rules


  A Sabbath Principle


  A New Covenant Perspective


  LEADERSHIP, ASSISTANTS (See CHURCH, LEADERSHIP)


  Appointing Men and Women


  Selecting


Mature Men and Women


  Having Trustworthy Coworkers


  LEADERSHIP, FUNCTIONS (See CHURCH, LEADERSHIP)


  Establishing Priorities


  Delegating Effectively


Acting Responsibly


Correcting Mistakes


Standing Against Apostasy


Never Compromising Truth


Supporting Successors


  Handling Satanic Attacks


  Being Good Shepherds


  Feeding the Flock


  Standing Firm


  Faithful Service


  Demonstrating Compassion


  Shepherding God's Flock


  Effective Communication


  Confronting False Teachers


  Character Based Teaching


  Equipping Others


  Maintaining Sound Doctrine


  Resolving Tensions


  Developing a Ministry Team


  Developing Deep Relationships


Producing Spiritual Maturity


  Equipping to Serve


  Accumulating Rewards for Others


Teaching God's Message


Faithful Intercession


Equipping Others


Countering False Doctrine


  Directing People to Jesus Christ


  Preparing People for Christ's Return


  LEADERSHIP, GENERAL (See CHURCH, LEADERSHIP)


  Glorifying God


  Focusing on God


  Respecting God's Representatives


  Blind Spots


  Focusing on God's Glory


  Avoiding Conspiracies


  Succession


  Caring for Material Needs


  Encouraging to Lead with Strength


  Selection


  Women in


Avoiding Hero Worship


Building on Christ


Sinful Regression


  All Ages


  Age and Experience


  Imitating Christ


  Seeking God's Approval


  Anticipating the Marriage of the Lamb


  Accountability


  Imitating Christ's Compassion


  Always Glorifying God


Inappropriate Preferences


Mutual Love and Support


  Leading as a Team


  Appointments without Compromise


  LEADERSHIP, MODELING (See CHURCH, LEADERSHIP)


  As Fellow Believers


  Giving


  Practicing What Is Taught


  Avoiding Pride


  The Will of God


  Being Christlike Examples


Faith, Hope, and Love


Moral Values


Maintaining Gender Roles


For All Ages


  LEADERSHIP, QUALIFICATIONS


  Being Teachable


  Internal Qualities


  Spiritual Qualities


A Profile of Maturity


Christlike Qualities


Being Non-Threatened


  Leading with Integrity


  Leading without Compromise


  Servant Shepherds


  Taking Leadership Seriously


  Godly Character


  Openness and Honesty


  Having a Good Reputation


Measuring Spiritual Maturity


  Avoiding Materialistic Motivation


  Interpreting Scripture Accurately


  LESSONS


  From Old Testament Personalities


Learning from Mistakes


  LONELINESS (See DEPRESSION)


  Regaining Spiritual Perspective


  LOVE


  A New Command


  Supernatural Compassion


  Respect and Concern


True Friendship


For Those Who Hurt Us


Compared to Lust


  Communicating with Unbelievers


  Unconditional


  For Our Enemies


  Consistency


  Christ's Strength


  The Greatest Mark of Maturity


A Biblical Definition


Following Christ's Example


  LOYALTY


To One Another


  LUST, SEXUAL (See TEMPTATIONS)


  The Power Of


  MARRIAGE, GENERAL


  One-Man, One-Woman


  Avoiding Conflict


  Modeling Christ


  God's Moral Laws


  And Divorce


  A Lifelong Commitment


God's Plan for Fulfillment


Choosing a Believing Mate


  Mutual Love and Submission


  Equality in Christ


  A Godly Wife


  Serving Together


Serving One Another


  MARRIAGE, SEXUALITY


  Monogamy


  Intimate Love


  Intimate Conversations


  Verbal Communication


  Realistic Expectations


  Learning to Love


  Keeping Love Alive


  Being Creative


  Freedom of Expression


  Physical and Emotional Faithfulness


God's Sacred Gift


A Sacred Relationship


  MATURITY (See CHURCH, MATURITY)


  Reflecting God's Character


Childish Behavior


  Internal Qualities


Faith, Hope, and Love


  God's Measurement


God's Standard


God's Will


  MEDIATOR (See INTERCESSION, DIVINE; PRAYER, ACCESS TO GOD)


  Our Great High Priest


  Only Jesus Christ


  MEDITATION


  Remembering God's Blessings


  On Our Blessings in Christ


  On God's Word


  Alone with God


  MENTORING (See LEADERSHIP, FUNCTIONS)


  Developing Mature Disciples


  Content and Experience


  MISTAKES


  Overcoming


  Not Repeating


  MISUNDERSTANDINGS


  Being Transparent


  MODELING (See LEADERSHIP, MODELING)


  Leading by Example


  Living What We Teach


Biblical Values


  Faith, Hope, and Love


  Our Leaders


  MONEY (See POSSESSIONS, GENEROSITY)


Pure Motives


Handling with Integrity


  MORALITY (See MARRIAGE, SEXUALITY)


  Sexual Purity


  Premarital Chastity


Same Sex Friendships


  Acknowledging Moral Failure


Avoiding Compromise


  Following God's Wisdom


  Overcoming Sexual Temptation


  Marital Faithfulness


  Avoiding Arousal Before Marriage


  MOTIVATION


Building God's Kingdom


Internal


Love, Not Legalism


  Reality, Not Ritual


  Love and Compassion


  MOTIVES


  Ministerial Support


  Love for God and One Another


  Glorifying God


  Honoring God Above Ourselves


  Purity in Worship


  Insincere Profession


  NEEDS, MATERIAL (See POSSESSIONS, GENEROSITY)


  Caring for Spiritual Leaders


  OBEDIENCE


  Genuine and Mature


  Love for God


  Throughout Our Lifetime


  Faithful Follow-through


  Drawing on God's Strength


  And Human Responsibility


  And Godly Fear


  Becoming a Mature Disciple


Living Transformed Lives


  PARENTING


  Avoiding Favoritism


  Protecting Our Children


  Eliminating Idolatrous Activities


  Generational Mistakes


  Facing Reality in Crises


  Being Proactive


  Teaching God's Commandments


  Using Teachable Moments


  Reminders of God's Blessings


  Avoiding Pagan Influences


Child Dedication


As Fathers


Handling Disappointments


Disciplining Objectively

 
Self-Deception and Denial


Modeling and Teaching


Choosing Godly Values


Family Worship


A Mother's Influence


  Help from the Church


  Childhood Nurture


  The Blessing of Children


  Instilling Wisdom


  Understanding the Natural Bent


  Consistent Living


  Preparing Children for Eternity


  Modeling Godliness


  Modeling Servant-Leadership


  PATIENCE, GOD'S


Starting Over


  Compassion Throughout History


  PEACE, WORLD


  When Christ Reigns


  PERSECUTION


  For Doing Right


  Various Causes


  Wise Resistance


  By the Majority


Handling Rejection


In a Decadent World


  Pagan Opposition


  Pagan Hostility


  Opportunity to Demonstrate Faith


  To Be Expected


  Periodic Intensity


  Verbal Assaults


  False Accusations


  Following Christ's Example


  In a Hostile Environment


  Loving Our Enemies


  Opportunity for Witness


  Identifying with Christ


  An Eternal Perspective


  Standing Firm Together


Suffering for Christ


  Opportunity for Growth


  PERSEVERANCE


An Eternal Perspective


  PERSPECTIVES, HUMAN


  Always Limited


  PLANNING, ORGANIZATIONAL


  Being Strategic


  Focusing on People


  POSITION, IN CHRIST


  Dead to Sin, Alive to God


  POSSESSIONS


  God's Common Grace


  Storing Up Treasures in Heaven


  An Eternal Perspective


  Establishing Biblical Priorities


  Eternal Blessings and Rewards


  Proper Economic Agreements


  Godliness with Contentment


  False Assumptions


  May Not Represent God's Approval


  Earning Eternal Rewards


  A Means of Worship


  Biblical Priorities


  The Power of Materialism


  Not A Means of Salvation


  Building God's Kingdom


  Treasures in Heaven


  Stumbling Block to Salvation


  Reciprocal Responsibility


  Accumulating with a Humble Spirit


  Avoiding Materialism


  POSSESSIONS, GENEROSITY


  Motivated by God's Grace


  Helping Needy People


  Christian Stewardship


  Blessing Those Who Bless Us


  Ministerial Giving


  During Economic Crises


Sacrificial Giving


Modeled by Spiritual Leaders


Giving with Pure Motives


And Joyful Giving


  All According to Ability


  A Reciprocal Ministry


  Giving Thankfully and Consistently


  Following Christ's Example


  To Experience God's Grace


  Measuring Spiritual Health


  A Godly Model


  With Honesty and Integrity


To do God's Work


  POWER, GOD'S (See STRENGTH, SUPERNATURAL; PRAYER-GOD-S-POWER)


  Understanding and Experiencing


  PRAISE (See WORSHIP)


  For Answered Prayers


  In Difficult Circumstances


  For God's Grace


  For God's Sovereignty


  And Our Corporate Witness


  Fulfilling Our Calling in Christ


  For God's Eternal Plan


  For Redemption


  For Our Eternal Hope


  PRAYER, ACCESS TO GOD


  The Power of Intercession


  Freedom to Enter God's Presence


God's Empathy


In Crisis Situations


Regarding Any Need


  At Any Time


  Boldness In


  And Our Great High Priest


  With Confidence


  Sharing Our Deepest Needs


  Regardless of Our Failures


  PRAYER, ATTITUDES


Thanking God for His Blessings


Sincerity


Pure Motives


  An Eternal Perspective


  A Clean Heart


  Godly Living


  Being Honest with God


  Sincere Consistency


  Acknowledging God's Sovereignty


  Persistent


  A Spirit of Humility


  PRAYER, GOD'S POWER


Supernatural Strength


  And Insurmountable Challenge


  To Apply Christ's Teachings


  To Experience Peace


  PRAYER, GOD'S WILL


  And Scripture


Our Petitions


  Using the Scriptures


To Experience Answers


  PRAYER, GOVERNMENT (See GOVERNMENT)


  In All Cultures


A Peaceful Environment


  A Priority


  Freedom to Share the Gospel


  Regularly


  An Open Environment


Freedom to Worship


  PRAYER, MODELS


  Nehemiah


  Daniel


  Jesus


  Paul


  PRAYER, REQUESTS


For Spiritual Victories


  A Divine Model


  For Inner Peace


  For Physical Healing


  For God's Protection


  For Our Enemies


  For God's Judgment


  For Encouragement


  For Protection


  For Godly Wisdom


  When Selecting Leaders


For God's Protection


  For God's Wisdom


  PREACHING, TEACHING (See CHURCH-LEADERSHIP; LEADERSHIP, FUNCTIONS)


  Being Faithful


  God's Power and Human Eloquence


Addressing Areas of Need


  Countering a Deteriorating Society


  PREJUDICE


Selective Listening


  Accepting One Another


  Avoiding Subjectivity


  A Serious Sin


  Addressing This Sin


  Overcoming and Avoiding


  PRIDE (See HUMILITY)


  Overcoming


  Subtle


Satan's Strategy


A Cause of Betrayal


  A Strength Becomes a Weakness


The Success Syndrome


The Peril of Fame


  Overcoming


  And Unbelief


  Practicing Humility


  Indications of


  A Human Tendency


Judgmental Attitudes


  PRIORITIES


  Knowing God


  Honoring God's Name


Serving Jesus


  PROMISES, GOD'S (See ISRAEL)


  Unconditional


  Israel and the Church


  Hope and Comfort


  Always True


  PROPHECY (See ISRAEL)


  And Israel Today


  Motivation to Godliness


  Limited Perspectives


  Verifying the Biblical Story


  In Today's World


  Past and Future


  The First Coming of Christ


  PROPHETS, FALSE (See LEADERSHIP, FUNCTIONS)


  Guarding Against


  Distorted Messages


Exposing Evil Ways


The Deity of Christ


  PROSPERITY (See GENEROSITY; POSSESSIONS)


  False Security


A False Theology


  RATIONALIZATION


  A Human Tendency


  Self-Defense and Subjectivity


  Avoiding Personal Responsibility


  Turning Perpetrators into Victims


  Rejecting Personal Responsibility


  Blaming God


Denying Our Failures


Making Excuses


Violating God's Will


Self-Deception


  Living in Denial


  REDEMPTION (See SALVATION)


  God's Unfolding Revelation


  God's Forgiveness


  The Blood of Christ


  RELATIONSHIPS (See CHURCH)


  Demonstrating Humility and Integrity


  Praying for One Another


  The Fruit of the Holy Spirit


  Imitating Christ


Growing Deeper


  Horizontal and Vertical


  RENEWAL (See GROWTH, SPIRITUAL)


  Our Minds


With Biblical Truth


Godly Leaders


Through Prayer


  Transformation Into Christ's Image


  REPENTANCE (See SALVATION; GROWTH, SPIRITUAL)


  Living Authentic Lives


  Intimate Fellowship with God


  Confession of Sin


Appearance Only


Listening and Responding


A Broken Heart


Turning from Sin


  Restoration to Fellowship


  God's Will


  Admonishing Others


  God's Discipline


  A Corporate Response


  Change of Heart


  Sensitive Conscience


  Openness and Honesty


God's Message


  And Salvation


  The Spirit's Conviction


  Against a Hardened Heart


  God's Warnings


  RESENTMENT (See PERSECUTION)


  From Unbelievers


  RESPONSIBILITY, TAKING (See RATIONALIZATION)


  For Sinful Actions


For Hurting Others


  RESTITUTION, MAKING (See FORGIVENESS, OF OTHERS)


  For Sinning Against Someone


For Other's Sinful Actions


  REVELATION, BOOK OF


  God's Message Today


  REVELATION, SCRIPTURE


  God's Verification


  REWARDS (See INHERITANCE, ETERNAL; WORKS)


  Receiving


Eternal


For Obedience


  From God


  Attitudes and Actions


Judgment Seat of Christ


  RIGHTEOUSNESS (See SALVATION)


  Cannot Earn Salvation


  Justified by Faith


  SACRIFICE (See WORSHIP)


  Following Christ's Example


  Christ-Centered Worship


  SALVATION, EXPLAINING


  Gospel Message


  God's Free Gift


  Avoiding Compromise


  Who Christ Is


A Verifiable Message


  God's Persistent Plan


  SALVATION, GENERAL (See CONVERSION; REPENTANCE)


  The Blood of Christ


  Lamb of God


  Book of Life


  Cross of Christ


  New Birth


  God's Love


The Mind of God


God's Redemptive Plan


God's Compassion


  Forgiveness of Sins


  True Repentance


  And the Church


  Depending on God


  God's Redemptive Story


  Reconciles to God


  Acknowledging Sin


  A New Life


  Our Most Important Decision


  Christ's Death and Resurrection


  For Both Jews and Gentiles


  Scriptural Truth


  Entering God's Family


  Peace with God


  In a Repressive Society


  SALVATION, GOD'S GIFT


  To Be Received


  Not by Works


Cannot Be Earned


His Grace and Mercy


  Celebrating God's Gift


Receiving Christ


  Availability


  By Grace


  Receiving God's Gift


  Faith and Works


  For All Who Believe


  Believing and Receiving


  By Faith, Not Works


  Not by Works


  SALVATION, PERSONAL (See FORGIVENESS, GOD'S)


  Individual Faith


  Family Experience


  Knowing God


  Relationship with God


  SALVATION, THE WAY (See SALVATION, GOD'S GIFT)


  Through Christ


  By Faith


  Received by Faith


  By Grace Through Faith


  SALVATION, UNIVERSAL


  A False Doctrine


  SANCTIFICATION (See GODLINESS)


  Progressive Holiness


  A Supernatural Process


  Evaluating Ministry Effectiveness


  Becoming More Like Christ


  Progressive Sanctification


  SATAN, DEFEATING


  His Evil Tactics


  Experiencing Victory Over Evil


And God's Reputation


Being on Guard


Spiritual Warfare


  Proactive Steps


  Expecting Opposition


  The Full Armor of God


  His Ultimate Defeat


  God's Protection


  Always Alert


Corporate Attacks


  Defeating


  SATAN, GENERAL (See DEMONS)


  Angel of Light


The Unseen World of Evil


  His Evil Nature


  When Successful


  Our Adversary


  His Evil Associates


  Influence on Believers


  Areas of Vulnerability


  Leadership Attacks


And Pride


  Efforts to Disrupt God's Plan


  SCRIPTURE, APPLYING


  Life Lessons


  Evaluating Attitudes and Actions


  Meditating On


  Hearing and Doing


  Hearing God's Word


  Need for Illumination


  Understanding and Practicing


  SCRIPTURE, COMMUNICATING


  Study, Practice, and Teach


  God's Written Revelation


  Proclaiming Accurately


  Internalizing God's Word


  Penetrating Power


  Conviction by the Holy Spirit


  Clear Understanding


  To Transform


Illumination


  SCRIPTURE, GENERAL


  Prophetic Claims


  God's Direct Revelation


Deception and Distortions


False Prophets and Teachers


  Evaluating Lies and Deceptions


  God's Eternal Word


  God's Inspired Word


  God's Completed Revelation


  Source of Spiritual Strength


Disciplinary Lessons


  Our Final Authority


  SCRIPTURE, GOD'S WILL


  His Revealed Plan


  Discovering


  God's Inscribed Word


Life Responses


  Alignment With


  Divine Guidance


  Reading Regularly


  Wisdom from Above


  Heart Knowledge


  Understanding


  The Apostles' Teaching


Discerning


  SCRIPTURE, GROWTH


Life Transformation


  And Spiritual Nurture


  Listening and Doing


  Responding


  Measuring


Personally and Corporately


  SCRIPTURE, INSPIRATION


  God's Revealed Truth


  Divine and Human Creativity


  SCRIPTURE, INTERPRETATION


  Accurate


Function and Form


  Applying Accurately


  SECOND COMING


  The Trumpet Call


Increased Persecution


  Communicating the Gospel


  Babylon, Literal or Figurative


  Corporate Readiness


  Babylon in Prophecy


  Christ's Delay


  Motivation to Holiness


  Being Ready


  Living Expectantly


  Increased Apostasy


  Watching and Waiting


  And the Will of God


  A Balanced Perspective


Faith, Hope, and Love


Standing Firm


Avoiding Apathy


Godly Living


Anticipation


  Certainty


  Signs of the Times


  Being Caught Up


  SECURITY (See GOD'S PROMISES; HEAVEN, NEW JERUSALEM; HOPE, ETERNAL)


  In Christ Our Savior


God's Faithfulness


In Christ's Love


Book of Life


  God's Presence


  Eternal Hope


  A Solid Foundation


  Eternal Life


  An Eternal Home


  In Life or Death


  An Eternal Position


  An Eternal Inheritance


  Eternal Salvation


  Assurance of Salvation


  Deliverance from Wrath


  Sealed by the Holy Spirit


  An Eternal City


  God's Protection


  God's Children


  Assurance of Eternal Life


  Assurance of Salvation


  Regardless of Circumstances


God's Promises


  Spiritual Fruit


  SEEKING (See SALVATION, PERSONAL)


  To Know Who Jesus Is


  To Know the Truth


  With Pure Motives


  To Do God's Will


  SELFISHNESS (See CARNALITY)


  Deceptive Behavior


  Manipulation


  Own Interests First


  Ungratefulness


Self-Oriented Motives


Own Needs First


  Spiritual Blind Spots


  SERVANTHOOD (See HUMILITY)


  Within the Body of Christ


Encouraging Others


  Starting Young


  Availability to Serve


  Imitating Christ


  Being Servant-Leaders


  To Honor God


  Taking Second Place


Regardless of Status


Exemplifying Christ


  Freedom in Christ


  Toward God and One Another


  SIN, CONSEQUENCES


  Painful


  Impacts All People


  The Wages of Sin


  Hurting Innocent People


Causing Others to Stumble


Lingering


Ongoing


  Spiritual and Mental Deterioration


  Deteriorating Humanity


  A Desensitized Conscience


  A Seared Conscience


  Cultural Deterioration


  Moral Deterioration


  SIN, GENERAL


  Against God and Others


  Accepting Consequences


  Offending God


Satanic Deception


Abusing God's Grace


Self-Deception


  A Human Condition


  Evaluating Consequences


  Learning from Others' Failures


  Universal Impact


  Focusing on Self


  Unpardonable


  Unbelief


  Original


  SOVEREIGNTY, GOD'S (See BALANCE, MAINTAINING)


  In All Circumstances


  Using Human Error


His Unfolding Plan


  Always in Control


  His Redemptive Plan


Over Satan and Evil


  King of Kings


  His Divine Purposes


  His Unlimited Knowledge and Power


  His Unlimited Grace


  Lord of Lords


  Using Disobedience to Give Hope


  His Ultimate Authority


His Faithfulness


  Over All Events


  In Difficult Situations


  Using Evil for Good


  SPIRIT, HOLY (See PRAYER, GOD'S POWER; SCRIPTURE)


  Gifts of


Empowerment


  Leadership


  Illumination


  Divine Insight


  Supernatural Enablement


  Supernatural Help


  Understanding Scripture


  Supernatural Strength


  Authentic Conversion


  Victory Over Sin


  STABILITY (See MATURITY)


  Standing Firm


  STEWARDSHIP (See GENEROSITY; POSSESSIONS)


  Time, Talent, and Treasures


  Using Time Wisely


  STRENGTH, SUPERNATURAL (See POWER, GOD'S)


  In Personal Tragedies


  In Persecution


  The Armor of God


  SUBMISSION


  In all Relationships


Respecting Those in Authority


  SUCCESS (See WILL OF GOD)


Following God's Plan


  SUFFERING


  Seeing Divine Meaning


  Understanding God's Purpose


  Identifying with Christ


  God's Protective Hand


  Accurate Perspectives


Strength from Christ


  TEACHABILITY (See PROPHETS, FALSE)


As Adults


  Openness to Learn


  Learning from the Past


  Avoiding Subjective Thinking


  Learning from Experience


  TEACHING, FALSE


  Guarding Against


Separation From


Mixing Law and Grace


  Contradicting Scripture


  TEARS (See COUNSELING)


  God Created


  TEMPTATION


  Overcoming


When Most Vulnerable


That Leads to Sin


  Strengths Becoming Weaknesses


  Areas of Vulnerability


  Men Particularly


  Avoiding Ungodly Models


  Psychological and Physical Repercussions


  A Way of Escape


  Overcoming with Scripture


  Using Internalized Truth


  Our Great High Priest


  TESTING


  To Grow in Christ


  In Areas of Failure


To Develop Our Faith


To Face Greater Challenges


  That Is Embarrassing


  To Prove Our Love


  TRADITIONS


  Fresh and Authentic Experiences


  Using Freedom in Form


  Biblical Truth and Cultural Traditions


  Evaluating Traditions


  Internalizing Truth


  That Conflicts with Truth


  TRANSFORMATION (See SALVATION; SANCTIFICATION; SPIRIT, HOLY)


  The Holy Spirit


  TRIALS (See TESTING)


  Opportunities for Growth


  TRINITY (See JESUS CHRIST; SOVEREIGNTY, GOD'S SPIRIT, HOLY)


  Blessing One Another


  UNITY (See CHURCH, WITNESS)


  Avoiding Divisions


Pursuing Peace


Oneness in Heart and Soul


  God's Eternal Family


  Oneness in Christ


  VALUES, BIBLICAL


  Internalizing


  Reflecting


  Inappropriate Partnerships


  Standing Firm


  Avoiding Compromise


  VALUES, PRE-CHRISTIAN


  Pagan Influences


  VENGEANCE (See ANGER)


  God's Prerogative


  Jealousy and Bitterness


  VULNERABILITY (See PRAYER)


  Being Honest with God


  Openness with God and Others


  WALKING WORTHY


  Doing What Is Right


  In Newness of Life


  In Love


  In the Light


  In Wisdom


  WARFARE, SPIRITUAL (See SATAN)


  Experiencing Negative Emotions


  WILL OF GOD (See WALKING WORTHY)


  Making Right Choices


  Renewing Our Minds


  Reflecting Christ's Character


  Balancing the Human and Divine


  Establishing Proper Priorities


  Humility and Generosity


  Receiving Wisdom from Others


  Pursuing


  Walking in the Light


  Putting Christ First


  Focusing on Christ


  Walking in the Truth


  Loving God and Others


  Privilege, Not a Burden


  WISDOM (See SCRIPTURE, GENERAL)


  To Do God's Will


  Praying For


  From Older Believers


  Learning from Godly Parents


  The Right Path


  Listening and Learning


  Searching for


  Godly versus Ungodly


  Heavenly


  God's versus the World's


  Walking by the Spirit


  WITNESSING


  Association without Compromise


  Acceptance or Rejection


  WORK


  A Biblical Ethic


  Economic Responsibility


  WORKS (See SALVATION, GOD'S GIFT)


  The Result of Faith


  A Test of Faith


  Righteous Living


  Living in God's Will


  A Verification of Salvation


  WORLDLINESS (See CARNALITY)


  Violating Biblical Values


  Inappropriate Fellowship


  Sinful Influences


  Evil Influences


  Overcoming and Avoiding


  WORSHIP, FOCUS


  Honoring God Above All


  Focusing on the Triune God


  Glorifying God


  Praising God


  Praising God in All Circumstances


  Praising God Regularly


  Acknowledging God as Creator


  Acknowledging Christ as King of Kings


  Acknowledging God's Omniscience


  Focusing on God


  Focusing on the Creator, Not People


  Christ as Lord


  WORSHIP, LIVING SACRIFICE (See PRAISE; GRATEFULNESS)


  A Fragrant Offering


  Presenting Our Bodies


  Walking Worthy


  Personal and Corporate


  Righteous Living


  Diligent Service


  Using God-honoring Music


  Reverent Responses


  Consistent Celebrations


  Responding to Christ's Sufferings


  Godly Sacrifices


  Internal Responses


  Responding to God's Love


  With Humility


  Because of God's Nature


  Daily Experiences


  With New Songs


  Expressing Thankfulness


  Acceptable Sacrifices


  Living in God's Will


  With Pure Hearts


  Reflecting Christ's Character


  From the Heart


  With Gratefulness


  Evaluating Our Experiences


  YOUTHFULNESS


  Potential for Service


	 

      Plan of Salvation


      What do you understand it takes for a person to go to heaven?


      Consider how the Bible answers this question: It's a matter of FAITH.


      



F is for FORGIVENESS


      We cannot have eternal life and heaven

      without God's forgiveness. -Read Ephesians 1:7a


      



A is for AVAILABLE


      Forgiveness is available. It is-


      
        	Available for all. -Read John 3:16


        	But not automatic. -Read Matthew 7:21a

      


      



I is for IMPOSSIBLE


      It is impossible for God to allow sin into heaven.


      
        	Because of who He is: God is loving and just.

      


      His judgment is against sin. -Read James 2:13a


      
        	Because of who we are:

      


      Every person is a sinner. -Read Romans 3:23


      


      But how can a sinful person enter heaven,

      when God allows no sin?


      



T is for TURN


      Turn means to repent.


      
        	Turn from something-sin and self. -Read Luke 13:3b


        	Turn to Someone; trust Christ only. -Read Romans 10:9

      


      



H is for HEAVEN


      Heaven is eternal life.


      
        	Here -Read John 10:10b


        	Hereafter -Read John 14:3

      


      


      How can a person have God's forgiveness, heaven and eternal life, and Jesus as personal Savior and Lord? By trusting in Christ and asking Him for forgiveness. Take the step of faith described by another meaning of FAITH: Forsaking All, I Trust Him.


      Prayer:


      Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner and have displeased You in many ways. I believe You died for my sin and only through faith in Your death and resurrection can I be forgiven.


      


      I want to turn from my sin and ask You to come into my life as my Savior and Lord. From this day on, I will follow You by living a life that pleases You. Thank You, Lord Jesus, for saving me. Amen.


      


      After you have received Jesus Christ into your life, tell a Christian friend about this important decision you have made. Follow Christ in believer's baptism and church membership. Grow in your faith and enjoy new friends in Christ by becoming part of His church. There, you'll find others who will love and support you.


  


	 

      Introduction to the


      Holman Christian

Standard Bible®


      The Bible is God's written revelation to man. It is the only book that gives us entirely accurate and authenticated information about God, man's need, and God's provision for that need. It provides us with guidance for life and tells us how to receive eternal life. The Bible can do these things because it is God's inspired Word, inerrant in the original manuscripts.


      The Bible describes God's dealings with the ancient Jewish people and the early Christian church. It tells us about the great gift of God's Son, Jesus Christ, who fulfilled Jewish prophecies of the Messiah. It tells us about the salvation He accomplished through His death on the cross, His triumph over death in the resurrection, and His promised return to earth. It is the only book that gives us completely reliable information about the future, about what will happen to us when we die, and about where history is headed.


      Bible translation is both a science and an art. It is a bridge that brings God's Word from the ancient world to the world today. In dependence on God to accomplish this sacred task, Holman Bible Publishers presents the Holman Christian Standard Bible, an English translation of God's Word.


      



Textual base of the HCSB


      The textual base for the New Testament [NT] is the Nestle-Aland Novum Testamentum Graece, 27th edition, and the United Bible Societies' Greek New Testament, 4th corrected edition. The text for the Old Testament [OT] is the Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, 5th edition.


      Where there are significant differences among Hebrew [Hb] and Aramaic [Aram] manuscripts of the OT or among Greek [Gk] manuscripts of the NT, the translators have followed what they believe is the original reading and have indicated the main alternative(s) in footnotes. The HCSB uses the traditional verse divisions found in most Protestant Bibles.


      



Goals of this translation


      The goals of this translation are:


      


      
        	to provide English-speaking people across the world with an accurate, readable Bible in contemporary English


        	to equip serious Bible students with an accurate translation for personal study, private devotions, and memorization


        	to give those who love God's Word a text that has numerous reader helps, is visually attractive on the page, and is appealing when heard


        	to affirm the authority of Scripture as God's Word and to champion its absolute truth against social or cultural agendas that would compromise its accuracy


        	to continue making improvements to the translation in each printing

      


      The name, Holman Christian Standard Bible, captures these goals: Holman Bible Publishers presents a Bible translation, for Christian and English-speaking communities, which will be a standard in Bible translations for years to come.


      Why is there a need for another English

      translation of the Bible?


      There are several good reasons why Holman Bible Publishers invested its resources in a modern language translation of the Bible:


      
        	Each generation needs a fresh translation of the Bible in its own language.

      


      The Bible is the world's most important book, confronting each individual and each culture with issues that affect life, both now and forever. Since each new generation must be introduced to God's Word in its own language, there will always be a need for new translations such as the HCSB. The majority of Bible translations on the market today are revisions of translations from previous generations. The HCSB is a new translation for today's generation.


      
        	English, one of the world's greatest languages, is rapidly changing, and Bible translations must keep in step with those changes.

      


      English is the first truly global language in history. It is the language of education, business, medicine, travel, research, and the Internet. More than 1.3 billion people around the world speak or read English as a primary or secondary language. The HCSB seeks to serve many of those people with a translation they can easily use and understand.


      English is also the world's most rapidly changing language. The HCSB seeks to reflect recent changes in English by using modern punctuation, formatting, and vocabulary, while avoiding slang, regionalisms, or changes made specifically for the sake of political or social agendas. Modern linguistic and semantic advances have been incorporated into the HCSB, including modern grammar.


      
        	Rapid advances in biblical research provide new data for Bible translators.

      


      This has been called the"information age," a term that accurately describes the field of biblical research. Never before in history has there been as much information about the Bible as there is today-from archaeological discoveries to analysis of ancient manuscripts to years of study and statistical research on individual Bible books. Translations made as recently as the late 20th century do not reflect many of these advances in biblical research. The HCSB translators have taken into consideration as much of this new data as possible.


      
        	Advances in computer technology have opened a new door for Bible translation.

      


      The HCSB has used computer technology and telecommunications in its creation perhaps more than any Bible translation in history. Electronic mail was used daily and sometimes hourly for communication and transmission of manuscripts. An advanced Bible software program, Accordance®, was used to create and revise the translation at each step in its production. A developmental copy of the translation itself was used within Accordance to facilitate cross-checking during the translation process-something never done before with a Bible translation.


      



Translation philosophy of the HCSB


      Most discussions of Bible translations speak of two opposite approaches: formal equivalence and dynamic equivalence. Although this terminology is meaningful, Bible translations cannot be neatly sorted into these two categories any more than people can be neatly sorted into two categories according to height or weight. Holman Bible Publishers is convinced there is room for another category of translation philosophy that capitalizes on the strengths of the other two.


      
        	Formal Equivalence:

      


      Often called"word-for-word" (or"literal") translation, the principle of formal equivalence seeks as nearly as possible to preserve the structure of the original language. It seeks to represent each word of the original text with an exact equivalent word in the translation so that the reader can see word for word what the original human author wrote. The merits of this approach include its consistency with the conviction that the Holy Spirit did inspire the very words of Scripture in the original manuscripts. It also provides the English Bible student some access to the structure of the text in the original language. Formal equivalence can achieve accuracy to the degree that English has an exact equivalent for each word and that the grammatical patterns of the original language can be reproduced in understandable English. However, it can sometimes result in awkward, if not incomprehensible, English or in a misunderstanding of the author's intent. The literal rendering of ancient idioms is especially difficult.


      
        	Dynamic or Functional Equivalence:

      


      Often called"thought-for-thought" translation, the principle of dynamic equivalence rejects as misguided the desire to preserve the structure of the original language. It proceeds by extracting the meaning of a text from its form and then translating that meaning so that it makes the same impact on modern readers that the ancient text made on its original readers. Strengths of this approach include a high degree of clarity and readability, especially in places where the original is difficult to render word for word. It also acknowledges that accurate and effective translation requires interpretation. However, the meaning of a text cannot always be neatly separated from its form, nor can it always be precisely determined. A biblical author may have intended multiple meanings but these may be lost with the elimination of normal structures. In striving for readability, dynamic equivalence also sometimes overlooks and loses some of the less prominent elements of meaning. Furthermore, lack of formal correspondence to the original makes it difficult to verify accuracy and thus can affect the usefulness of the translation for in-depth Bible study.


      
        	Optimal Equivalence:

      


      In practice, translations are seldom if ever purely formal or dynamic but favor one theory of Bible translation or the other to varying degrees. Optimal equivalence as a translation philosophy recognizes that form cannot always be neatly separated from meaning and should not be changed (for example, nouns to verbs or third person"they" to second person"you") unless comprehension demands it. The primary goal of translation is to convey the sense of the original with as much clarity as the original text and the translation language permit. Optimal equivalence appreciates the goals of formal equivalence but also recognizes its limitations.


      Optimal equivalence starts with an exhaustive analysis of the text at every level (word, phrase, clause, sentence, discourse) in the original language to determine its original meaning and intention (or purpose). Then relying on the latest and best language tools and experts, the nearest corresponding semantic and linguistic equivalents are used to convey as much of the information and intention of the original text with as much clarity and readability as possible. This process assures the maximum transfer of both the words and thoughts contained in the original.


      The HCSB uses optimal equivalence as its translation philosophy. When a literal translation meets these criteria, it is used. When clarity and readability demand an idiomatic translation, the reader can still access the form of the original text by means of a footnote with the abbreviation"Lit."


      The gender language policy in Bible

      translation


      Some people today ignore the Bible's teachings on distinctive roles of men and women in family and church and have an agenda to eliminate those distinctions in every arena of life. These people have begun a program to engineer the removal of a perceived male bias in the English language. The targets of this program have been such traditional linguistic practices as the generic use of"man" or"men," as well as"he,""him," and"his."


      A group of Bible scholars, translators, and other evangelical leaders met in 1997 to respond to this issue as it affects Bible translation. This group produced the"Guidelines for Translation of Gender-Related Language in Scripture" (adopted May 27, 1997 and revised Sept. 9, 1997). The HCSB was produced in accordance with these guidelines.


      The goal of the translators has not been to promote a cultural ideology but to faithfully translate the Bible. While the HCSB avoids using"man" or"he" unnecessarily, the translation does not restructure sentences to avoid them when they are in the text. For example, the translators have not changed"him" to"you" or to"them," neither have they avoided other masculine words such as"father" or"son" by translating them in generic terms such as"parent" or"child."


      



History of the HCSB


      After several years of preliminary development, Holman Bible Publishers, the oldest Bible publisher in America, assembled an international, interdenominational team of 100 scholars, editors, stylists, and proofreaders, all of whom were committed to biblical inerrancy. Outside consultants and reviewers contributed valuable suggestions from their areas of expertise. An executive team of translators edited, polished, and reviewed the final manuscripts.


      



Traditional features found in the HCSB


      In keeping with a long line of Bible publications, the HCSB has retained a number of features found in traditional Bibles:


      


      
        	Traditional theological vocabulary (such as justification, sanctification, redemption) has been retained since such terms have no translation equivalent that adequately communicates their exact meaning.


        	Traditional spellings of names and places found in most Bibles have been used to make the HCSB compatible with most Bible study tools.


        	Some editions of the HCSB will print the words of Christ in red letters to help readers easily locate the spoken words of the Lord Jesus Christ.


        	Nouns and personal pronouns that clearly refer to any person of the Trinity are capitalized.


        	Descriptive headings, printed above each section of Scripture, help readers quickly identify the contents of that section.


        	Two common forms of punctuation are used in the HCSB to help with clarity and ease of reading: an em dash (-) is used to indicate sudden breaks in thought or to help clarify long or difficult sentences. Parentheses are used infrequently to indicate words that are parenthetical in the original languages.

      


      



How certain names and terms are translated


      
        	The names of God

      


      The HCSB OT consistently translates the Hebrew names for God as follows:


      
        
          
            	
              HCSB English:

            

            	
              Hebrew original:

            
          


          
            	
              God

            

            	
              Elohim

            
          


          
            	
              Lord

            

            	
              YHWH (Yahweh)

            
          


          
            	
              Lord

            

            	
              Adonai

            
          


          
            	
              Lord God

            

            	
              Adonai Yahweh

            
          


          
            	
              Lord of Hosts

            

            	
              Yahweh Sabaoth

            
          


          
            	
              God Almighty

            

            	
              El Shaddai

            
          

        
      


      However, the HCSB OT uses Yahweh, the personal name of God in Hebrew, when a biblical text emphasizes Yahweh as a name:"His name is Yahweh" (Ps 68:4). Yahweh is also used in places of His self-identification as in"I am Yahweh" (Is 42:8). Yahweh is used more often in the HCSB than in most Bible translations because the word Lord in English is a title of God and does not accurately convey to modern readers the emphasis on God's personal name in the original Hebrew.


      
        	The uses of Christ and Messiah

      


      The HCSB translates the Greek word Christos ("anointed one") as either"Christ" or"Messiah" based on its use in different NT contexts. The first use of"Messiah" in each chapter is also marked with a bullet (•) referring readers to the Bullet Note at the back of most editions.


      
        	Place-names

      


      In the original text of the Bible, particularly in the OT, a number of well-known places have names different from the ones familiar to contemporary readers. For example,"the Euphrates" often appears in the original text simply as"the River." In cases like this, the HCSB uses the modern name,"the Euphrates River," in the text without a footnote.


      
        	Substitution of words in sentences

      


      A literal translation of the biblical text sometimes violates standard rules of English grammar, such as the agreement of subject and verb or person and number. In order to conform to standard usage, the HCSB has often made these kinds of grammatical constructions agree in English without footnotes.


      In addition, the Greek or Hebrew texts sometimes seem redundant or ambiguous by repeating nouns where modern writing substitutes pronouns or by using pronouns where we would supply nouns for clarity and good style. When a literal translation of the original would make the English unclear, the HCSB sometimes changes a pronoun to its corresponding noun or a noun to its corresponding pronoun without a footnote. For example, Jn 1:42 reads:"And he brought Simon to Jesus . . ." The original Greek of this sentence reads:"And he brought him to Jesus."


      



Special formatting features


      The Life Essentials Study Bible has several distinctive formatting features:


      


      
        	OT passages quoted in the NT are set in small capital letters. OT quotes consisting of two or more lines are block-indented.


        	In dialogue, a new paragraph is used for each new speaker as in most modern publications.


        	Many passages, such as 1Co 13, have been formatted as dynamic prose (separate block-indented lines like poetry) for ease in reading and comprehension. Special block-indented formatting has also been used extensively in both the OT and NT to increase readability and clarity in lists, series, genealogies and other parallel or repetitive texts.


        	Certain commonly occurring words needing special explanation (such as foreign, geographical, historical, or theological terms) are preceded by a superscripted bullet (•Abba) at their first occurrence in each chapter. These words are listed in alphabetical order at the back of the Bible under the heading HCSB Bullet Notes.


        	Italics are used in the text for a transliteration of Greek and Hebrew words ("Hosanna!" in Jn 12:13) and in footnotes for direct quotations from the biblical text and for words in the original languages (the footnote at Jn 1:1 reads:"The Word (Gk Logos) is a title for Jesus . . .").


        	Since the majority of English readers do not need to have numbers and fractions spelled out in the text, the HCSB uses a similar style to that of modern newspapers in using Arabic numerals for the numbers 10 and above and in fractions, except in a small number of cases, such as when a number begins a sentence.

      


      



Footnotes


      Footnotes are used to show readers how the original biblical language has been understood in the HCSB.


      
        	OT Textual Footnotes

      


      OT textual notes show important differences among Hebrew manuscripts and ancient OT versions, such as the Septuagint and the Vulgate. See the list of abbreviations on page xxxii for a list of other ancient versions used.


      Some OT textual notes (like NT textual notes) give only an alternate textual reading. However, other OT textual notes also give the support for the reading chosen by the editors as well as for the alternate textual reading. For example, the HCSB text of Ps 12:7 reads:


      You will protect usa from this generation forever.


      The textual footnote for this verse reads:


      a 12:7 Some Hb mss, LXX; other Hb mss read him


      The textual note in this example means that there are two different readings found in the Hebrew manuscripts: some manuscripts read us and others read him. The HCSB translators chose the reading us, which is also found in the Septuagint (LXX), and placed the other Hebrew reading him in the footnote.


      


      Two other kinds OT textual notes are:


      


      Alt Hb tradition reads ____


      a variation given by scribes in the Hebrew manuscript tradition (known as Kethiv/Qere
 readings)


      


      Hb uncertain


      when it is uncertain what the original Hebrew text was


      
        	NT Textual Footnotes

      


      NT textual notes indicate significant differences among Greek manuscripts (mss) and are normally indicated in one of three ways:


      Other mss read ______


      Other mss add ______


      Other mss omit ______


      In the NT, some textual footnotes that use the word"add" or"omit" also have large square brackets before and after the corresponding verses in the biblical text. Examples of this use of square brackets are Mk 16:9-20, Jn 5:3-4, and Jn 7:53-8:11.


      
        	Other Kinds of Footnotes

      


      Lit _____


      a more literal rendering in English of the

      Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek text


      Or _____


      an alternate or less likely English translation of the same Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek text


      


      Hb, Aram, Gk


      the actual Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek word is given using equivalent English letters


      


      Hb obscure


      the existing Hebrew text is especially difficult to translate


      


      emend(ed) to _____


      the original Hebrew text is so difficult to translate that competent scholars have conjectured or inferred a restoration of the original text based on the context, probable root meanings of the words, and uses in comparative languages


      


      In some editions of the HCSB, additional footnotes clarify the meaning of certain biblical texts or explain biblical history, persons, customs, places, activities, and measurements. Cross-references are given for parallel passages or passages with similar wording, and in the NT, for passages quoted from the OT.


      






      Commonly used abbreviations in the


      Life Essentials Study Bible


      
        
          
            	
              a.d.

            

            	
              In the year of our Lord

            
          


          
            	
              alt

            

            	
              alternate

            
          


          
            	
              a.m.

            

            	
              from midnight until noon

            
          


          
            	
              Aq

            

            	
              Aquila

            
          


          
            	
              Aram

            

            	
              Aramaic

            
          


          
            	
              b.c.

            

            	
              before Christ

            
          


          
            	
              ca

            

            	
              circa

            
          


          
            	
              chap(s).

            

            	
              chapter(s)

            
          


          
            	
              cp.

            

            	
              compare

            
          


          
            	
              DSS

            

            	
              Dead Sea Scrolls

            
          


          
            	
              e.g.

            

            	
              for example

            
          


          
            	
              Eng

            

            	
              English

            
          


          
            	
              etc.

            

            	
              etcetera

            
          


          
            	
              Gk

            

            	
              Greek

            
          


          
            	
              Hb

            

            	
              Hebrew

            
          


          
            	
              Jer

            

            	
              Latin translation of Psalms by Jerome

            
          


          
            	
              Lat

            

            	
              Latin

            
          


          
            	
              Lit/lit

            

            	
              Literally/literally

            
          


          
            	
              LXX

            

            	
              Septuagint-an ancient translation of the Old Testament into Greek

            
          


          
            	
              MT

            

            	
              Masoretic Text

            
          


          
            	
              NT

            

            	
              New Testament

            
          


          
            	
              ms(s)

            

            	
              manuscript(s)

            
          


          
            	
              Orig

            

            	
              Origen

            
          


          
            	
              OT

            

            	
              Old Testament

            
          


          
            	
              p.m.

            

            	
              from noon until midnight

            
          


          
            	
              pl

            

            	
              plural

            
          


          
            	
              Ps(s)

            

            	
              Psalm(s)

            
          


          
            	
              Sam

            

            	
              Samaritan Pentateuch

            
          


          
            	
              sg

            

            	
              singular

            
          


          
            	
              Sym

            

            	
              Symmachus

            
          


          
            	
              Syr

            

            	
              Syriac

            
          


          
            	
              Tg

            

            	
              Targum

            
          


          
            	
              Theod

            

            	
              Theodotian

            
          


          
            	
              v., vv.

            

            	
              verse, verses

            
          


          
            	
              Vg

            

            	
              Vulgate-an ancient translation of the Bible into Latin

            
          


          
            	
              vol(s).

            

            	
              volume(s)

            
          

        
      

    



				Genesis

				Author: Moses

				Date of events: Prehistory–1805 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				The book of Genesis is the first of five books written 
by Moses. As its name implies, it records the history 
of the beginning—the beginning of the universe, the beginning of life, the beginning of marriage and family, the beginning of the nation of Israel, and the beginning of the plan of salvation. 

				Genesis teaches us principles of godly ideals

				

				

				However, it was also the beginning of sin—the beginning of pride, rebellion, rationalization, murder, blaming, regression, deception, and denial. The beautiful institution of marriage was perverted into conflict, disharmony, polygamy, and a struggle for control. The potential for sibling love became sibling rivalry as brother murdered brother, brother cheated brother, and brothers sold brother into slavery. Human society, with the capacity for mutual edification and communal worship, became so depraved that God repeatedly intervened. Some gave in to temptation and even boasted about it; others, with God's help, prevailed. 

				Genesis teaches us principles of overcoming sin and temptation

				

				

				Yet God always protected and used those who honored Him. In a world of unexceptional people, one man walked with Him. In a corrupt world, one righteous man was used to preserve life on earth. In a world that worshiped many false gods, there was one true priest. In a world that was headed in the wrong direction, God chose one man to be the conduit of promise. When God intervened, it was to save us from ourselves.

				Genesis teaches us principles of grace and mercy

				

				

				Genesis gives us examples to learn from. Adam and Eve talked with God in the Garden of Eden. Abel offered an acceptable sacrifice. Enoch walked with God. Abraham believed God. Isaac worshiped God. Jacob learned reconciliation. Joseph learned to forgive.

				Genesis teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				List of Principles in Genesis

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

						
								
								1:1-25

							
								
								#1: Chosen In Christ

							
								
								To have an abundant life now and eternally, we must receive the gift of life provided by the all-powerful God who created the universe.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:26–2:7

							
								
								#2: Body, Soul, and Spirit

							
								
								Since we are eternal beings created by God to inhabit physical bodies, we are to offer our total beings to God in order to glorify Him.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								2:8-24

							
								
								#3: Marital Union

							
								
								To grow in oneness and unity, we are to follow God's plan regarding a one man–one woman relationship within the bonds of marriage.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								3:1-7

							
								
								#4: Satan's Tactics

							
								
								Since Satan's goal is to deceive us, we should consistently focus on God's truthful message in His Word.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								3:8-13

							
								
								#5: Avoiding
Rationalization

							
								
								We should be on guard against our tendency to rationalize disobedience and shift blame.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								3:16

							
								
								#6: Avoiding Marital Conflict

							
								
								To avoid tensions in our marriages, we are to follow Christ's example of love.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								4:1-8

							
								
								#7: Sinful Anger

							
								
								We must not allow the God-created emotion of anger to become sinful.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								4:17-19

							
								
								#8: Moral Purity

							
								
								To live in God's will, we must maintain the one-flesh relationship in marriage.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								5:21-24

							
								
								#9: Biblical Values

							
								
								Even though many people around us violate biblical values, we are to walk with God.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								6:1-11

							
								
								#10: Holy Living

							
								
								As the world becomes more and more decadent, we should continue to trust God to enable us to live righteous and godly lives.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								6:12-22

							
								
								#11: Reflecting God's Compassion

							
								
								We must be on guard against becoming uncompassionate when God allows people to live sinful lives and even prosper.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								7:1–8:22

							
								
								#12: Common Grace

							
								
								We must understand that God's material blessings represent His common grace and mercy to all mankind.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								9:1-28

							
								
								#13: Renewing Our Minds

							
								
								To walk with God daily, we are to renew our minds and be committed to doing His will.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								11:1-9

							
								
								#14: Overcoming Pride

							
								
								We should avoid the sin of pride, which can lead us to build our own kingdom rather than the kingdom of God.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								11:27–12:3

							
								
								#15: God's Mercy

							
								
								Since God reached out to us before we reached out to Him, we should always thank Him for saving us by His sovereign grace.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								12:4-10

							
								
								#16: Seeking God's Wisdom

							
								
								When we face difficult circumstances, we should always seek God's wisdom so that we'll continue to walk in His will.

							
								
								16

							
						

						
								
								12:11-15

							
								
								#17: Overcoming 
Mistakes

							
								
								We should do all we can to walk in God's will, even though we may have made wrong decisions in the past that have created our present crises.

							
								
								17

							
						

						
								
								12:16–13:4

							
								
								#18: Material Blessings

							
								
								We should never conclude that wealth in itself is an indication of God's approval of our attitudes and behavior.

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								13:5-11

							
								
								#19: Self-Evaluation

							
								
								We must continually evaluate our motives and behavior in the light of God's directives in the Word of God.

							
								
								19

							
						

						
								
								13:12-18

							
								
								#20: Inappropriate 
Fellowship

							
								
								To avoid losing our moral bearings, we must not have fellowship with unbelievers who are living immoral and evil lives.

							
								
								20

							
						

						
								
								14:1–15:1

							
								
								#21: Growing in Faith

							
								
								When we face periods of doubt and fear, we are to look to God to protect us and to meet our needs.

							
								
								21

							
						

						
								
								15:2-6

							
								
								#22: Justified by Faith

							
								
								No matter what our religious background, we must personalize our faith in God and in His Son, Jesus Christ.

							
								
								22

							
						

						
								
								16:1-2

							
								
								#23: Cultural Influences

							
								
								We should be cautious not to allow our pre-conversion, non-biblical values to cause us to make decisions that violate God's will. 

							
								
								23

							
						

						
								
								16:3-5

							
								
								#24: Blaming Others

							
								
								We must avoid blaming others for our own mistakes

							
								
								24

							
						

						
								
								16:15–17:2

							
								
								#25: Growing Spiritually

							
								
								We should use the negative results of personal mistakes as an opportunity to grow spiritually.

							
								
								25

							
						

						
								
								17:15-18

							
								
								#26: False Conclusions

							
								
								We must be cautious not to interpret circumstances subjectively in order to support what have been personal mistakes.

							
								
								26

							
						

						
								
								17:19-27

							
								
								#27: Obedience to God's Command

							
								
								Once we have put our faith in Jesus Christ, we should be obedient to God's command and identify ourselves as believers and members of God's family.

							
								
								27

							
						

						
								
								18:1-15

							
								
								#28: Trusting God

							
								
								To help others overcome their skepticism and unbelief, we are first and foremost to trust God to intervene in their lives.

							
								
								28

							
						

						
								
								20:1-18

							
								
								#29: Spiritual 
Regression

							
								
								Even though we are growing spiritually, we must be careful not to regress to old patterns of sinful behavior.

							
								
								29

							
						

						
								
								21:1-10

							
								
								#30: Sin's Consequences

							
								
								We should expect painful consequences when our sin impacts those closest to us.

							
								
								30

							
						

						
								
								21:11-34

							
								
								#31: Acting Responsibly

							
								
								Regardless of the consequences of our sins, we are to confess those sins, accept God's forgiveness, and move forward in our Christian lives.

							
								
								31

							
						

						
								
								22:1-19

							
								
								#32: Spiritual Testing

							
								
								We should not be surprised when God allows unique tests to come into our lives to enable us to become more mature in our Christian experience.

							
								
								32

							
						

						
								
								23:1-20

							
								
								#33: Lifestyle 
Evangelism

							
								
								We should live godly lives before unbelievers in order to demonstrate that we are truly God's children.

							
								
								33

							
						

						
								
								24:1-14

							
								
								#34: Praying in God's Will

							
								
								We are to pray consistently and specifically but always in harmony with God's revealed will in the Word of God.

							
								
								34

							
						

						
								
								24:15-27

							
								
								#35: Being Thankful

							
								
								We are humbly to thank and praise God when He answers our prayers.

							
								
								35

							
						

						
								
								24:28–25:26

							
								
								#36: Modeling Christ

							
								
								As husbands, we should be an example to our wives in living the Christian life.

							
								
								36

							
						

						
								
								25:27-28

							
								
								#37: Parental Favoritism

							
								
								To be wise and mature parents, we must be on constant guard against Satan's tactics.

							
								
								37

							
						

						
								
								25:29-34

							
								
								#38: Selfish Attitudes and Actions

							
								
								We are never to take advantage of another person's weaknesses in order to achieve our own selfish goals.

							
								
								38

							
						

						
								
								26:12-25

							
								
								#39: Spiritual 
Insensitivity

							
								
								We should continually develop our intimate relationship with God, not allowing our hearts to grow cold and insensitive toward our heavenly Father, our families, and our fellow believers.

							
								
								39

							
						

						
								
								26:26-35

							
								
								#40: Worldly Desires

							
								
								We are to pursue holiness, not allowing sinful desires to dominate and control our attitudes and actions.

							
								
								40

							
						

						
								
								27:1-20

							
								
								#41: Pure Motives

							
								
								We are to faithfully imitate Christ's love for us in order to avoid deceptive behavior in our relationships with one another.

							
								
								41

							
						

						
								
								27:46–28:9

							
								
								#42: Making Proper Decisions

							
								
								We should first and foremost make decisions to please God, not to ingratiate ourselves with others for purely selfish reasons.

							
								
								42

							
						

						
								
								28:10-17

							
								
								#43: A Born-Again Experience

							
								
								Even if we have been reared in a Christian family, we should make sure our relationship with God is personal.

							
								
								43

							
						

						
								
								28:18-22

							
								
								#44: Faith and Works

							
								
								We are to test the reality of our relationship with God by the good works that result.

							
								
								44

							
						

						
								
								29:1-20

							
								
								#45: Carnal Behaviors

							
								
								Even when we become true believers, we should be on guard against old patterns of sinful behavior that tend to persist.

							
								
								45

							
						

						
								
								29:21-30

							
								
								#46: Sin Patterns

							
								
								When we sin against someone and do not seek forgiveness, we should not be surprised if someone sins against us in a similar fashion.

							
								
								46

							
						

						
								
								29:31–30:24

							
								
								#47: God's Moral Laws

							
								
								We must obey God's moral laws if we are to avoid family dysfunction in marriage relationships.

							
								
								47

							
						

						
								
								31:1-32

							
								
								#48: Faith versus Fear

							
								
								To experience God's power and protection, we should exercise faith, not fear and manipulation.

							
								
								48

							
						

						
								
								32:1-20

							
								
								#49: The Human and Divine

							
								
								In times of difficulty, we should seek to blend proper precautions (human effort) with prayer (dependence on God).

							
								
								49

							
						

						
								
								32:21-32

							
								
								#50: God's Discipline

							
								
								When we persistently violate God's will, we should anticipate our heavenly Father's discipline.

							
								
								50

							
						

						
								
								33:1-11

							
								
								#51: Godly Fellowship

							
								
								We are to have close fellowship with our brothers and sisters in Christ so that we can have intimate fellowship with God.

							
								
								51

							
						

						
								
								33:12-17

							
								
								#52: Honesty and 
Openness

							
								
								After we have experienced restoration with those we've hurt, we must continue to have open, honest relationships in order to avoid recurring problems.

							
								
								52

							
						

						
								
								33:18–34:31

							
								
								#53: Parental Protection

							
								
								We are to do all we can to protect our children from worldly influences and at the same time, avoid overprotecting them.

							
								
								53

							
						

						
								
								35:1-15

							
								
								#54: Idolatrous 
Activities

							
								
								Christian parents should avoid any kind of idolatrous activities. 

							
								
								54

							
						

						
								
								35:16–37:4

							
								
								#55: Generational Mistakes

							
								
								We should do all we can to avoid repeating the same mistakes our parents made with us.

							
								
								55

							
						

						
								
								37:5-11

							
								
								#56: Identity Crises

							
								
								When we're feeling rejection, we must be careful not to set ourselves up for more rejection by trying harder to prove ourselves.

							
								
								56

							
						

						
								
								37:12-14

							
								
								#57: The Subtlety of Denial

							
								
								When we experience family crises, we should seek to face reality.

							
								
								57

							
						

						
								
								37:15-23

							
								
								#58: Subtle Pride

							
								
								When we are highly favored and blessed by God and others, we should beware of subtle pride.

							
								
								58

							
						

						
								
								37:24-36

							
								
								#59: Jealousy and Anger

							
								
								When we have feelings of jealousy, we should take steps to keep these emotions from leading to sinful anger.

							
								
								59

							
						

						
								
								38:1-30

							
								
								#60: God's Sovereign Plan

							
								
								We should keep our eyes on God's will for our lives when some Christians—even spiritual leaders—engage in sinful and scandalous actions.

							
								
								60

							
						

						
								
								39:1-12

							
								
								#61: Overcoming 
Temptation

							
								
								To resist the temptation to sin, we must develop firm moral and ethical convictions based on a deep appreciation for God's love and grace in our lives.

							
								
								61

							
						

						
								
								39:13-23

							
								
								#62: Persecution for Doing Right

							
								
								When we are persecuted for refusing to violate God's moral laws, we should remember that the Lord will never forget our stand for righteousness.

							
								
								62

							
						

						
								
								40:1-23

							
								
								#63: Not Forgetting

							
								
								When someone does something special for us, we should look for opportunities to return the favor.

							
								
								63

							
						

						
								
								41:1-16

							
								
								#64: Character 
Development

							
								
								When we face difficult experiences, we should ask God to help us view these crises as opportunities to develop our Christian character.

							
								
								64

							
						

						
								
								41:17-46

							
								
								#65: Preparation for Greater Responsibility

							
								
								We should view difficult experiences as opportunities to learn to be more effective in carrying out God's purposes in the world.

							
								
								65

							
						

						
								
								41:50-52

							
								
								#66: Psychological and Spiritual Healing

							
								
								Because biological families are impacted by sin, we are to help create loving and supportive relationships with the body of Christ to bring emotional and spiritual healing.

							
								
								66

							
						

						
								
								42:1–45:3

							
								
								#67: God's Gift of Tears

							
								
								When facing intensely emotional experiences, we should give ourselves permission to cry.

							
								
								67

							
						

						
								
								45:4-15

							
								
								#68: Forgiveness

							
								
								When someone has wronged us, we are to forgive unconditionally even though that person may not admit it was wrong or even ask for forgiveness.

							
								
								68

							
						

						
								
								45:16–47:27

							
								
								#69: Doing Good for All

							
								
								No matter our circumstances, we should live lives of integrity before all people.

							
								
								69

							
						

						
								
								49:22–50:21

							
								
								#70: Understanding God's Purpose

							
								
								When we face difficult situations, we should ask God to help us see some divine meaning in these experiences.

							
								
								70

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Genesis

				The Creation

				1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.a

				2 Now the earth wasb formless and empty, darkness covered the surface of the watery depths, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the waters. 3 Then God said,"Let there be light," and there was light.4 God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light"day," and He called the darkness"night." Evening came and then morning: the first day.

				6 Then God said,"Let there be an expanse between the waters, separating water from water." 7 So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above the expanse. And it was so. 8 God called the expanse"sky."c Evening came and then morning: the second day.

				9 Then God said,"Let the water under the sky be gathered into one place, and let the dry land appear." And it was so.10 God called the dry land"earth," and He called the gathering of the water"seas." And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said,"Let the earth produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and fruit trees on the earth bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds." And it was so. 12 The earth produced vegetation: seed-bearing plants according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13 Evening came and then morning: the third day.

				14 Then God said,"Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night. They will serve as signs for festivalsd and for days and years. 15 They will be lights in the expanse of the sky to provide light on the earth." And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights — the greater light to have dominion over the day and the lesser light to have dominion over the night — as well as the stars. 17 God placed them in the expanse of the sky to provide light on the earth, 18 to dominate the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 Evening came and then morning: the fourth day.

				20 Then God said,"Let the water swarm withe living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky."21 So God created the large sea-creaturesf and every living creature that moves and swarms in the water, according to their kinds. He also created every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 So God blessed them,"Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the waters of the seas, and let the birds multiply on the earth." 23 Evening came and then morning: the fifth day.

				24 Then God said,"Let the earth produce living creatures according to their kinds: livestock, creatures that crawl, and the wildlife of the earth according to their kinds." And it was so.25 So God made the wildlife of the earth according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and creatures that crawl on the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.

				A Principle to Live By - Chosen in Christ

				[image: Getz0001.png]

				#1 To have an abundant life now and eternally, we must receive the gift of life provided by the all-powerful God who created the universe.

				Do you realize that all true believers—past, present, and future—were in the mind and heart of God before He ever created the heavens and the earth? Imagine! You can know God personally, thanks to His divine plan that existed before He created the universe. Listen to the apostle Paul:

				Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavens. For He chose us in Him, before the foundation of the world, to be holy and blameless in His sight. (Eph 1:3-4)

				Think about this great truth for a moment! Before God created the vast immeasurable universe and any human being, He had determined that all who put their faith in His Son Jesus Christ would be saved.  (See Eph #2:Our Position in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Do you have a personal and intimate relationship with God through the Lord Jesus Christ?  (See Jn #2:The Deity of Christ.)

				

				26 Then God said,"Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness. They will rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock, all the earth, g and the creatures that crawlh on the earth."

				

				27 So God created man in His own image;

				He created him in the image of God;

				He created them male and female.

				

				28 God blessed them, and God said to them,"Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. Rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and every creature that crawlsi on the earth." 29 God also said,"Look, I have given you every seed-bearing plant on the surface of the entire earth and every tree whose fruit contains seed. This food will be for you, 30 for all the wildlife of the earth, for every bird of the sky, and for every creature that crawls on the earth — everything having the breath of life in it. I have given every green plant for food." And it was so. 31 God saw all that He had made, and it was very good. Evening came and then morning: the sixth day.

				2 So the heavens and the earth and everything in themj were completed. 2 By the seventh k day God completed His work that He had done, and He restedl on the seventh day from all His work that He had done. 3 God blessed the seventh day and declared it holy, for on it He rested from His work of creation.m

				

	

Man and Woman in the Garden

				4 These are the records of the heavens and the earth, concerning their creation at the timen that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens. 5 No shrub of the field had yet grown on the land,o and no plant of the field had yet sprouted, for the Lord God had not made it rain on the land, and there was no man to work the ground. 6 But water would come out of the ground and water the entire surface of the land. 7 Then the Lord God formed the man out of the dust from the ground and breathed the breath of life into his nostrils, and the man became a living being.

				A Principle to Live By - Body, Soul, and Spirit

				[image: Getz0002.png]

				#2 Since we are eternal beings created by God to inhabit physical bodies, we are to offer our total beings to God in order to glorify Him. 

				As physical beings, we were originally created from the"dust from the ground." As non-physical beings, we have God's"breath of life" (v. 7). Animals have temporal life, but as humans, we are uniquely created in God's image to be eternal beings. 

				Throughout both the Old and the New Testaments, human beings are referred to as having a body and a soul and/or spirit, and because the Lord Jesus Christ came to redeem us from sin, we can be born again and live forever in God's presence (Jn 3:3,16). However, until the body—the physical house we live in—dies, we are integrated beings in our earthly existence and are to conform our lives to Jesus Christ. Thus Paul wrote to the Thessalonians,

				Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely. And may your spirit, soul, and body be kept sound and blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (1Th 5:23)  (See 1Th #13:Holistic Christian Living.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we grow effectively in all dimensions of our lives—physically, psychologically (intellectually and emotionally), and spiritually? (See Rm 6:12-14.)  (See Rm #10:Our New Life in Christ.)

				

				8 The Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there He placed the man He had formed.9 The Lord God caused to grow out of the ground every tree pleasing in appearance and good for food, including the tree of life in the middle of the garden, as well as the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

				10 A river wentp out from Eden to water the garden. From there it divided and became the source of four rivers.q 11 The name of the first is Pishon, which flows through the entire land of Havilah,r where there is gold. 12 Gold from that land is pure;s bdellium and onyx are also there. 13 The name of the second river is Gihon, which flows through the entire land of •Cush. 14 The name of the third river is the Tigris, which runs east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

				15 The Lord God took the man and placed him in the garden of Eden to work it and watch over it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man,"You are free to eat from any tree of the garden, 17 but you must not eatt from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for on the day you eat from it, you will certainly die." 18 Then the Lord God said,"It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper as his complement." 19 So the Lord God formed out of the ground every wild animal and every bird of the sky, and brought each to the man to see what he would call it. And whatever the man called a living creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave names to all the livestock, to the birds of the sky, and to every wild animal; but for the manu no helper was found as his complement. 21 So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to come over the man, and he slept. God took one of his ribs and closed the flesh at that place. 22 Then the Lord God made the rib He had taken from the man into a woman and brought her to the man. 23 And the man said:

				

				This one, at last, is bone of my bone

				and flesh of my flesh;

				this one will be called "woman,"

				for she was taken from man.

				

				24 This is why a man leaves his father and mother and bonds with his wife, and they become one flesh. 25 Both the man and his wife were naked, yet felt no shame.

				A Principle to Live By - Marital Union
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				#3 To grow in oneness and unity, we are to follow God's plan regarding a one man–one woman relationship within the bonds of marriage. 

				When God created Adam and Eve, He designed them to become"one flesh" because of the oneness that exists in the eternal community—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This first man and woman were indeed the prototype for all marriages thereafter.  (Review Gn #8: Moral Purity)

				This principle sets the stage for God's wonderful plan, not only for marriage and family life through the ages, but also for His future extended family, the church. Consider Jesus' prayer just prior to His death and resurrection:

				I pray not only for these, but also for those who believe in Me through their message. May they all be one, as You, Father, are in Me and I am in You. May they also be one in Us, so the world may believe You sent Me. (Jn 17:20-21) 

				Our relationship with God as believers is not just personal but communal. In fact, our relationship with one another is so closely connected with our relationship with God that the two cannot be separated in God's scheme of things. Furthermore, God designed the family of God, functioning as one, to reveal to the world that He sent His Son to be the Savior.  (See Jn #33:The Results of Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				As you reflect on our Christian families and churches today, why are so many out of harmony with Jesus' prayer? 

				

				

	

The Temptation and the Fall

				3 Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the wild animals that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman,"Did God really say, 'You can't eat from any tree in the garden'?"

				2 The woman said to the serpent,"We may eat the fruit from the trees in the garden. 3 But about the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden, God said, 'You must not eat it or touch it, or you will die.'"

				4 "No! You will not die," the serpent said to the woman. 5 "In fact, God knows that whenv you eat it your eyes will be opened and you will be like God,w knowing good and evil."6 Then the woman saw that the tree was good for food and delightful to look at, and that it was desirable for obtaining wisdom. So she took some of its fruit and ate it; she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

				A Principle to Live By - Satan's Tactics

				#4 Since Satan's goal is to deceive us, we should consistently focus on God's truthful message in His Word.
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				When Satan spoke through a serpent in the Garden of Eden, he may not have yet been cast out of heaven. Some believe this may have been the event that led to his own fall (Is 14:12-15). Regardless, he was a liar and deceiver while Adam and Eve tended the garden in innocence. Jesus made this point clear 
when He confronted the religious leaders in Jerusalem:

				You are of your father the Devil, and you want to carry out your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning and has not stood in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he tells a lie, he speaks from his own nature, because he is a liar and the father of liars. (Jn 8:44) 

				In Christ, we can defeat Satan and his evil assistants (demons). Paul outlined the strategy in his letter to the Ephesians: 

				Finally, be strengthened by the Lord and by His vast strength. Put on the full armor of God so that you can stand against the tactics of the Devil. (Eph 6:10-11; see also 6:12-18.)  (See Mt #5:The Power of Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to understand that Paul's charge to"put on the full armor of God" is an exhortation to a community of believers and not just to individuals?  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				

				

	

Sin's Consequences

				8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze,x and they hid themselves from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 So the Lord God called out to the man and said to him,"Where are you?"

				10 And he said,"I heard Youy in the garden and I was afraid because I was naked, so I hid."

				11 Then He asked,"Who told you that you were naked? Did you eat from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?"

				12 Then the man replied,"The woman You gave to be with me — she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate."

				13 So the Lord God asked the woman,"What is this you have done?"And the woman said,"It was the serpent. He deceived me, and I ate."

				A Principle to Live By - Avoiding Rationalization
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				#5 We should be on guard against our tendency to rationalize disobedience and shift blame.

				When Adam and Eve disobeyed God, they impacted all humanity by introducing sin into the world. Thus Paul wrote,"For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Rm 3:23). Consequently, we too tend to rationalize and blame others for the results of our own sinful actions.  (Review Gn #24: Blaming Others)

				When we put our faith in Jesus, we are not free from the temptation to rationalize our actions and even to blame God for our sinful decisions. However, we are free from the power of sin. If we"walk by the Spirit" we"will not carry out the desire of the flesh" (Gl 5:16; see also Rm 8:1-4).  
(See Gl #9:Freedom to Serve.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways do we—even as Christians—rationalize and tend to blame others for the results of our sinful actions? 

				

				14 Then the Lord God said to the serpent:

				

				Because you have done this,

				you are cursed more than any livestock

				and more than any wild animal.

				You will move on your belly

				and eat dust all the days of your life.

				15 I will put hostility between you and the woman,

				and between your •seed and her seed.

				He will strike your head,

				and you will strike his heel.  (See Rv #24:Satan's Strategy.)

				

				16 He said to the woman:

				

				I will intensify your labor pains;

				you will bear children in anguish.

				Your desire will be for your husband,

				yet he will rule over you.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Avoiding Marital Conflict
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				#6 To avoid tensions in our marriages, we are to follow Christ's example of love. 

				God himself said that men would tend to control and dominate their wives—even to be abusive (v. 16). Though sin did not remove a woman's desire to be married, even to please her husband, she too is impacted by a tendency to be self-centered, and at times even controlling. Sadly, this is often the story of marital relationships between men and women. The unity and intimacy that God intended was threatened and distorted.

				The good news is that there can be restoration in Jesus Christ—not perfectly, but with great potential to regain what was lost in the Garden of Eden. Though all Eve's daughters are obligated to recognize their husbands as their God-ordained leaders, submission has the potential to be a blessing rather than a burden when we love each other as Christ loved us and when we submit to one another out of reverence for Christ (See Eph 5:18-21).  (See Eph #14:Walking in Love and Submission.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can we have mutual submission in our marriage relationship without violating the roles God has established for husbands and wives?

				

				17 And He said to Adam,"Because you listened to your wife's voice and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, 'Do not eat from it':

				

				The ground is cursed because of you.

				You will eat from it by means of painful laborz

				all the days of your life.

				18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you,

				and you will eat the plants of the field.

				19 You will eat breadaa by the sweat of your brow

				until you return to the ground,

				since you were taken from it.

				For you are dust,

				and you will return to dust."  (See Pr #16:A Biblical Work Ethic.)

				

				20 Adam named his wife Eveab because she was the mother of all the living. 21 The Lord God made clothing out of skins for Adam and his wife, and He clothed them.

				22 The Lord God said,"Since man has become like one of Us, knowing good and evil, he must not reach out, take from the tree of life, eat, and live forever." 23 So the Lord God sent him away from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. 24 He drove man out and stationed the •cherubim and the flaming, whirling sword east of the garden of Eden to guard the way to the tree of life.

				

	

Cain Murders Abel

				4 Adam was intimate with his wife Eve, and she conceived and gave birth to Cain. She said,"I have had a male child with the Lord's help."ac 2 Then she also gave birth to his brother Abel. Now Abel became a shepherd of flocks, but Cain worked the ground. 3 In the course of time Cain presented some of the land's produce as an offering to the Lord. 4 And Abel also presented an offering — some of the firstborn of his flock and their fat portions. The Lord had regard for Abel and his offering, 5 but He did not have regard for Cain and his offering. Cain was furious, and he looked despondent.ad

				6 Then the Lord said to Cain,"Why are you furious? And why do you look despondent?ae 7 If you do what is right, won't you be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it."

				8 Cain said to his brother Abel,"Let's go out to the field." af And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Sinful Anger

				#7 We must not allow the God-created emotion of anger to become sinful. 
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				Cain's feelings of jealousy and anger were about to take control of his life, but God warned him to"rule over it" (v. 7). Sadly, he didn't listen to God and seek His help but let his feelings become sinful actions.

				In one of his Psalms, David wrote,"Be angry and do not sin" (Ps 4:4), and Paul elaborated on this warning: 

				

				Be angry and do not sin. Don't let the sun go down on your anger, and don't give the Devil 
an opportunity. . . . And don't grieve God's Holy Spirit. You were sealed by Him for the day of redemption. All bitterness, anger and wrath, shouting and slander must be removed from you, along with all malice. (Eph 4:26-27,30-31) 

				God actually spoke to Cain personally. If we are true believers, God is present in our lives in the person of the Holy Spirit, who can enable us to keep anger from becoming sinful and destructive.  (See Ezk #26:Avoiding Vengeance.)

				Reflection and Response

				Since anger is a God-created emotion, how can we both control it and express it without hurting others and ourselves? (See Pr 14:29; 19:11.)  (See 2Sm #13:Sinful Anger.)

				

				9 Then the Lord said to Cain,"Where is your brother Abel?"

				"I don't know," he replied."Am I my brother's guardian?"

				10 Then He said,"What have you done? Your brother's blood cries out to Me from the ground! 11 So now you are cursed, alienated, from the ground that opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood you have shed.ag 12 If you work the ground, it will never again give you its yield. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth."

				13 But Cain answered the Lord,"My punishmentah is too great to bear! 14 Since You are banishing me today from the soil, and I must hide myself from Your presence and become a restless wanderer on the earth, whoever finds me will kill me."

				15 Then the Lord replied to him,"In that case, ai whoever kills Cain will suffer vengeance seven times over."aj And He placed a mark on Cain so that whoever found him would not kill him. 16 Then Cain went out from the Lord's presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden.

				

	

The Line of Cain

				17 Cain was intimate with his wife, and she conceived and gave birth to Enoch. Then Cain became the builder of a city, and he named the city Enoch after his son. 18 Irad was born to Enoch, Irad fathered Mehujael, Mehujael fathered Methushael, and Methushael fathered Lamech. 19 Lamech took two wives for himself, one named Adah and the other named Zillah.

				A Principle to Live By - Moral Purity

				#8 To live in God's will, we must maintain the one-flesh relationship in marriage.  (Review Gn #3: Marital Union)

				Lamech's behavior is the first biblical reference to polygamy. It resulted from sin, and always creates jealousy and family disunity. Polygamy violates the"one flesh" (2:24) relationship God created from the beginning. If this were not the ideal, He would have created more than one woman for Adam.  (Review Gn #47: God's Moral Laws)

				Paul dealt with this issue when he outlined the qualifications for spiritual leaders. He wanted to make sure that any man who became a spiritual leader in the church would not be guilty of this sin, which was prevalent in the Roman culture. He wrote to Timothy and Titus,"An overseer, therefore, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife" (1Tm 3:2; see also Ti 1:6).  
(See 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity; 1Sm #1: Marital Relationships.)

				Reflection and Response

				What can we do to maintain moral purity in both our married and non-married relationships?

				

				20 Adah bore Jabal; he was the father of the nomadic herdsmen.ak 21 His brother was named Jubal; he was the father of all who play the lyre and the flute. 22 Zillah bore Tubal-cain, who made all kinds of bronze and iron tools. Tubal-cain's sister was Naamah.

				23 Lamech said to his wives:

				

				Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;

				wives of Lamech, pay attention to my words.

				For I killed a man for wounding me,

				a young man for striking me.

				

				24 If Cain is to be avenged seven times over,

				then for Lamech it will be seventy-seven times!

				

				25 Adam was intimate with his wife again, and she gave birth to a son and named him Seth, for she said,"God has given me another child in place of Abel, since Cain killed him." 26 A son was born to Seth also, and he named him Enosh. At that time people began to call on the name of •Yahweh.

				

	

The Line of Seth

				5 These are the familyal records of the descendants of Adam. On the day that God created man,am He made him in the likeness of God; 2 He created them male and female. When they were created, He blessed them and called them man.an

				3 Adam was 130 years old when he fathered a son in his likeness, according to his image, and named him Seth. 4 Adam lived 800 years after the birth of Seth, and he fathered other sons and daughters. 5 So Adam's life lasted 930 years; then he died.

				6 Seth was 105 years old when he fathered Enosh. 7 Seth lived 807 years after the birth of Enosh, and he fathered other sons and daughters. 8 So Seth's life lasted 912 years; then he died.

				9 Enosh was 90 years old when he fathered Kenan. 10 Enosh lived 815 years after the birth of Kenan, and he fathered other sons and daughters. 11 So Enosh's life lasted 905 years; then he died.

				12 Kenan was 70 years old when he fathered Mahalalel. 13 Kenan lived 840 years after the birth of Mahalalel, and he fathered other sons and daughters. 14 So Kenan's life lasted 910 years; then he died.

				15 Mahalalel was 65 years old when he fathered Jared. 16 Mahalalel lived 830 years after the birth of Jared, and he fathered other sons and daughters. 17 So Mahalalel's life lasted 895 years; then he died.

				18 Jared was 162 years old when he fathered Enoch. 19 Jared lived 800 years after the birth of Enoch, and he fathered other sons and daughters. 20 So Jared's life lasted 962 years; then he died.

				21 Enoch was 65 years old when he fathered Methuselah. 22 And after the birth of Methuselah, Enoch walked with God 300 years and fathered other sons and daughters. 23 So Enoch's life lasted 365 years. 24 Enoch walked with God; then he was not there because God took him.

				Principle to Live By - Biblical Values
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				#9 Even though many people around us violate biblical values, we are to walk with God. 

				Though more and more people Enoch associated with from day to day turned their backs on God, he"walked with God" throughout his lifetime (v. 22). God honored him by taking him into His presence without having him experience death. The author of Hebrews wrote,

				By faith Enoch was taken away so he did not experience death, and he was not to be found because God took him away. For prior to his removal he was approved, since he had pleased God. (Heb 11:5) 

				Enoch's rapture is a picture of that wonderful mystery when Jesus Christ returns and removes all true believers from the earth"in a moment, in the blink of an eye, at the last trumpet." Paul explained that"we will not all fall asleep, but we will all be changed" (1Co 15:51-52). 

				In the meantime, we are to follow Enoch's example—to walk with God even though more and more people choose the broad road"that leads to destruction" (Mt 7:13).  (See Mt #19:The Way of Salvation.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we as Christians be salt and light in this world without becoming like the world?  (See Mt #9:Fulfilling the Law.)

				

				25 Methuselah was 187 years old when he fathered Lamech. 26 Methuselah lived 782 years after the birth of Lamech, and he fathered other sons and daughters. 27 So Methuselah's life lasted 969 years; then he died.

				28 Lamech was 182 years old when he fathered a son. 29 And he named him Noah, saying,"This one will bring us relief from the agonizing labor of our hands, caused by the ground the Lord has cursed." 30 Lamech lived 595 years after Noah's birth, and he fathered other sons and daughters. 31 So Lamech's life lasted 777 years; then he died.

				32 Noah was 500 years old, and he fathered Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

				

	

Sons of God and Daughters of Men

				6 When mankind began to multiply on the earth and daughters were born to them, 2 the sons of God saw that the daughters of mankind were beautiful, and they took any they chose as wivesao for themselves. 3 And the Lord said,"My Spirit will not remainap withaq mankind forever, because they are corrupt.ar Their days will be 120 years." 4 The Nephilim were on the earth both in those days and afterward, when the sons of God came to the daughters of mankind, who bore children to them. They were the powerful men of old, the famous men.

				

	

Judgment Decreed

				5 When the Lord saw that man's wickedness was widespread on the earth and that every scheme his mind thought of was nothing but evil all the time, 6 the Lord regretted that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 7 Then the Lord said,"I will wipe off from the face of the earth mankind, whom I created, together with the animals, creatures that crawl, and birds of the sky — for I regret that I made them." 8 Noah, however, found favor in the sight of the Lord.

				

	

God Warns Noah

				9 These are the family records of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among his contemporaries; Noah walked with God. 10 And Noah fathered three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

				11 Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled with wickedness.as 

				A Principle to Live By - Holy Living

				[image: Getz0010.png]

				#10 As the world becomes more and more decadent, we should continue to trust God to enable us to live righteous and godly lives. 

				Noah is the first person in the biblical story to be called"righteous" (v. 9). Noah did not practice good works in order to be considered a true believer. Rather, he lived"blameless among his contemporaries" because of God's grace. The author of Hebrews stated clearly that Noah"became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith" (Heb 11:7). Though today we understand God's salvation plan more fully, Noah responded to what he knew and was declared righteous in the same way. No one has ever been saved by works, but"by grace through faith" (Eph 2:8).

				On the other hand, Noah's life illustrates the good works that should result from a personal relationship with God. He is an Old Testament example of those who are truly saved. After Paul said we are made righteous"not from works, so that no one can boast" (Eph 2:9), he then wrote,

				For we are His creation, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time so that we should walk in them. (Eph 2:10)  (See Eph #4:God's Gift.)

				If Noah could walk with God in the midst of the decadence that surrounded him daily, how much more so should we be able to"walk by the Spirit" and"not carry out the desire of the flesh" (Gl 5:16). We now live in the full reality of God's redemptive grace and presence that came through Jesus Christ's death, resurrection, ascension, and mediation. Therefore, we should never"continue in sin so that grace may multiply" (Rm 6:1).  (See Rm #10:Our New Life in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can Christians develop faith and trust in the Lord to walk with God even though other people are abandoning the moral and spiritual values of the Bible? (See Heb 10:24.)

				

				12 God saw how corrupt the earth was, for every creature had corrupted its way on the earth. 13 Then God said to Noah,"I have decided to put an end to every creature, for the earth is filled with wickednessat because of them; therefore I am going to destroy them along with the earth.

				14 "Make yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make rooms in the ark, and cover it with pitch inside and outside.15 This is how you are to make it: The ark will be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high.au 16 You are to make a roof,av finishing the sides of the ark to within 18 inchesaw of the roof. You are to put a door in the side of the ark. Make it with lower, middle, and upper decks.

				17 "Understand that I am bringing a flood — floodwaters on the earth to destroy every creature under heaven with the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will die. 18 But I will establish My covenant with you, and you will enter the ark with your sons, your wife, and your sons' wives.19 You are also to bring into the ark two of all the living creatures, male and female, to keep them alive with you. 20 Two of everything — from the birds according to their kinds, from the livestock according to their kinds, and from the animals that crawl on the ground according to their kinds — will come to you so that you can keep them alive. 21 Take with you every kind of food that is eaten; gather it as food for you and for them." 22 And Noah did this. He did everything that God had commanded him.

				A Principle to Live By - Reflecting God's Compassion
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				#11 We must be on guard against becoming uncompassionate when God allows people to live sinful lives and even prosper.

				Noah faced the challenge of living among unrepentant sinners for over a century. Those around him continued to live ungodly lives, becoming more sinful as the days, months, and years went by. They even prospered and enjoyed their evil lifestyles. As Jesus said,"For in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah boarded the ark" (Mt 24:38). 

				The fact is, God gave these sinful people one hundred and twenty years to repent (Gn 6:3). True, it took Noah that long to build the ark, but this was all part of God's grace. He could easily have created an ark. 

				When discussing the flood and God's delay of judgment, the apostle Peter captured what should be our attitude today:

				First, be aware of this: Scoffers will come in the last days to scoff, living according to their own desires, saying,"Where is the promise of His coming? Ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they have been since the beginning of creation." . . . The Lord does not delay His promise, as some understand delay, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance. (2Pt 3:3-4,9)  (See 2Pt #5:Looking for Christ's Return.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we develop God's compassion for lost people who become increasingly hostile toward us and what we believe? (See Ti 3:1-7.)  (See Ps #120:Demonstrating Compassion.)

				

				

	

Entering the Ark

				7 Then the Lord said to Noah,"Enter the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that you alone are righteous before Me in this generation. 2 You are to take with you seven pairs, a male and its female, of all the •clean animals, and two of the animals that are not clean, a male and its female, 3 and seven pairs, male and female, of the birds of the sky — in order to keep •offspring alive on the face of the whole earth. 4 Seven days from now I will make it rain on the earth 40 days and 40 nights, and I will wipe off from the face of the earth every living thing I have made." 5 And Noah did everything that the Lord commanded him.

				6 Noah was 600 years old when the flood came and water covered the earth. 7 So Noah, his sons, his wife, and his sons' wives entered the ark because of the waters of the flood. 8 From the clean animals, •unclean animals, birds, and every creature that crawls on the ground, 9 two of each, male and female, entered the ark with Noah, just as God had commanded him. 10 Seven days later the waters of the flood came on the earth.

				

	

The Flood

				11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the sources of the watery depths burst open, the floodgates of the sky were opened, 12 and the rain fell on the earth 40 days and 40 nights. 13 On that same day Noah along with his sons Shem, Ham, and Japheth, Noah's wife, and his three sons' wives entered the ark with him. 14 They entered it with all the wildlife according to their kinds, all livestock according to their kinds, the creatures that crawl on the earth according to their kinds, all birds, every fowl, and everything with wings according to their kinds. 15 Two of all flesh that has the breath of life in it entered the ark with Noah. 16 Those that entered, male and female of all flesh, entered just as God had commanded him. Then the Lord shut him in.

				17 The flood continued for 40 days on the earth; the waters increased and lifted up the ark so that it rose above the earth. 18 The waters surged and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the water. 19 Then the waters surged even higher on the earth, and all the high mountains under the whole sky were covered. 20 The mountains were covered as the waters surged above them more than 20 feet.ax 21 Every creature perished — those that crawl on the earth, birds, livestock, wildlife, and those that swarmay on the earth, as well as all mankind. 22 Everything with the breath of the spirit of life in its nostrils — everything on dry land died. 23 He wiped out every living thing that was on the surface of the ground, from mankind to livestock, to creatures that crawl, to the birds of the sky, and they were wiped off the earth. Only Noah was left, and those that were with him in the ark. 24 And the waters surged on the earth 150 days.

				

	

The Flood Recedes

				8 God remembered Noah, as well as all the wildlife and all the livestock that were with him in the ark. God caused a windaz to pass over the earth, and the water began to subside. 2 The sources of the watery depths and the floodgates of the sky were closed, and the rain from the sky stopped. 3 The water steadily receded from the earth, and by the end of 150 days the waters had decreased significantly. 4 The ark came to rest in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on the mountains of Ararat.

				5 The waters continued to recede until the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains were visible. 6 After 40 days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made, 7 and he sent out a raven. It went back and forth until the waters had dried up from the earth. 8 Then he sent out a dove to see whether the water on the earth's surface had gone down, 9 but the dove found no resting place for her foot. She returned to him in the ark because water covered the surface of the whole earth. He reached out and brought her into the ark to himself. 10 So Noah waited seven more days and sent out the dove from the ark again. 11 When the dove came to him at evening, there was a plucked olive leaf in her beak. So Noah knew that the water on the earth's surface had gone down. 12 After he had waited another seven days, he sent out the dove, but she did not return to him again. 13 In the six hundred and first year, in the first month, on the first day of the month, the water that had covered the earth was dried up. Then Noah removed the ark's cover and saw that the surface of the ground was drying. 14 By the twenty-seventh day of the second month, the earth was dry.

				

	

The Lord's Promise

				15 Then God spoke to Noah, 16 "Come out of the ark, you, your wife, your sons, and your sons' wives with you. 17 Bring out all the living creaturesba that are with you — birds, livestock, those that crawl on the ground — and they will spread over the earth and be fruitful and multiply on the earth." 18 So Noah, along with his sons, his wife, and his sons' wives, came out. 19 All wildlife, all livestock, every bird, and every creature that crawls on the earth came out of the ark by their groups.

				20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord. He took some of every kind of •clean animal and every kind of clean bird and offered •burnt offerings on the altar. 21 When the Lord smelled the pleasing aroma, He said to Himself,"I will never again curse the ground because of man, even though man's inclination is evil from his youth. And I will never again strike down every living thing as I have done.

				

				22 As long as the earth endures,

				seedtime and harvest, cold and heat,

				summer and winter, and day and night

				will not cease."

				

				A Principle to Live By - Common Grace

				[image: Getz0012.png]

				#12 We must understand that God's material blessings represent His common grace and mercy to all mankind.

				Following the flood, God made a covenant with all mankind that He would never again destroy the earth with a flood. Rather, as Jesus stated centuries later, He"causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous" (Mt 5:45). 

				This does not mean that the curse God pronounced on Adam was eliminated following the flood (Gn 3:17-19). Storms still come and go, earthquakes devastate whole cities, and famines take the lives of multitudes. But the earth also continues to provide material blessings for great sections of humanity, good and evil. However, these blessings do not mean God approves of mankind's sinful behavior. This is His common grace and mercy, independent of our actions.

				Reflection and Response

				Many unbelievers take material blessings for granted and even take credit for their prosperity. How do some Christians violate this principle as well?  (See Lk #38:Redeeming Grace.)

				

				

	

God's Covenant with Noah

				9 God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them,"Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth. 2 The fear and terror of you will be in every living creature on the earth, every bird of the sky, every creature that crawls on the ground, and all the fish of the sea. They are placed under your authority.bb 3 Every living creature will be food for you; as I gave the green plants, I have given you everything. 4 However, you must not eat meat with its lifeblood in it. 5 I will require the life of every animal and every man for your life and your blood. I will require the life of each man's brother for a man's life.

				

				6 Whoever sheds man's blood,

				his blood will be shed by man,

				for God made man in His image.

				

				7 But you, be fruitful and multiply; spread out over the earth and multiply on it."

				8 Then God said to Noah and his sons with him, 9 "Understand that I am confirming My covenant with you and your descendants after you, 10 and with every living creature that is with you — birds, livestock, and all wildlife of the earth that are with you — all the animals of the earth that came out of the ark. 11 I confirm My covenant with you that never again will every creature be wiped out by the waters of a flood; there will never again be a flood to destroy the earth."

				12 And God said,"This is the sign of the covenant I am making between Me and you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all future generations: 13 I have placed My bow in the clouds, and it will be a sign of the covenant between Me and the earth. 14 Whenever I form clouds over the earth and the bow appears in the clouds, 15 I will remember My covenant between Me and you and all the living creatures:bc water will never again become a flood to destroy every creature. 16 The bow will be in the clouds, and I will look at it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all the living creaturesbd on earth." 17 God said to Noah,"This is the sign of the covenant that I have confirmed between Me and every creature on earth."

				

	

Prophecies about Noah's Family

				18 Noah's sons who came out of the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Ham was the father of Canaan. 19 These three were Noah's sons, and from them the whole earth was populated.

				20 Noah, a man of the soil, was the first to plantbe a vineyard. 21 He drank some of the wine, became drunk, and uncovered himself inside his tent. 22 Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father naked and told his two brothers outside. 23 Then Shem and Japheth took a cloak and placed it over both their shoulders, and walking backward, they covered their father's nakedness. Their faces were turned away, and they did not see their father naked.

				24 When Noah awoke from his drinking and learned what his youngest son had done to him, 25 he said:

				

				Canaan will be cursed.

				He will be the lowest of slaves to his brothers.

				

				26 He also said:

				

				Praise the Lord, the God of Shem;

				Canaan will be his slave.

				27 God will extend Japheth;

				he will dwell in the tents of Shem;

				Canaan will be his slave.

				

				28 Now Noah lived 350 years after the flood. 29 So Noah's life lasted 950 years; then he died.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Renewing Our Minds
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				#13 To walk with God daily, we are to renew our minds and be committed to doing His will. 

				Even though we may be walking with God today and experiencing God's grace and protection, it does not guarantee that we will not fail tomorrow or in the future. We see this in Noah's life. He took what was good and a blessing from God—a vineyard—and misused the fruit of the vine. The result evidently led to a moral failure that brought judgment on Noah's son, Ham. 

				Today, sin still wants to take control of our lives, even though we are living in the full light of God's grace. In order to walk in God's will daily, we must first"confess our sins" and receive the gift of salvation that God has provided through His Son. If we do,"He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1Jn 1:9). 

				Second, we must present our bodies to God as living sacrifices. We must"not be conformed to this age, but" we must"be transformed by the renewing" of our minds. If we do, God promises us that we will be able to discern His"good, pleasing, and perfect will" (Rm 12:1-2).  (See Rm #21 through #34)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways can we continuously renew our minds in order to live in God's will? (See Php 4:8.)

				

				

	

The Table of Nations

				10 These are the family records of Noah's sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. They also had sons after the flood.

				2 Japheth's sons: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 3 Gomer's sons: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 4 And Javan's sons: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. bf 5 The coastland peoples spread out into their lands. These are Japheth's sons by their clans, in their nations. Each group had its own language.

				6 Ham's sons: Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan. 7 Cush's sons: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. And Raamah's sons: Sheba and Dedan.

				8 Cush fathered Nimrod, who was the first powerful man on earth. 9 He was a powerful hunter in the sight of the Lord. That is why it is said,"Like Nimrod, a powerful hunter in the sight of the Lord." 10 His kingdom started with Babylon, Erech,bg Accad,bh and Calneh,bi in the land of •Shinar.bj 11 From that land he went to Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-ir, Calah, 12 and Resen, between Nineveh and the great city Calah.

				13 Mizraim fathered Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim, 14 Pathrusim, Casluhim (the Philistines came from them), and Caphtorim.

				15 Canaan fathered Sidon his firstborn, then Heth, 16 the Jebusites, the Amorites, the Girgashites, 17 the Hivites, the Arkites, the Sinites, 18 the Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the Hamathites. Afterward the Canaanite clans scattered. 19 The Canaanite border went from Sidon going toward Gerar as far as Gaza, and going toward Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim as far as Lasha.

				20 These are Ham's sons, by their clans, according to their languages, in their own lands and their nations.

				21 And Shem, Japheth's older brother, also had sons. Shem was the father of all the sons of Eber. 22 Shem's sons were Elam, Asshur,bk Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram.

				23 Aram's sons: Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash.

				24 Arpachshad fathered bl Shelah, and Shelah fathered Eber. 25 Eber had two sons. One was named Peleg, for during his days the earth was divided; his brother was named Joktan. 26 And Joktan fathered Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 28 Obal, Abimael, Sheba, 29 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these were Joktan's sons. 30 Their settlements extended from Mesha to Sephar, the eastern hill country.

				31 These are Shem's sons by their clans, according to their languages, in their lands and their nations.

				32 These are the clans of Noah's sons, according to their family records, in their nations. The nations on earth spread out from these after the flood.

				

	

The Tower of Babylon

				11 At one time the whole earth had the same language and vocabulary.bm 2 As peoplebn migrated from the east,bo they found a valley in the land of •Shinar and settled there. 3 They said to each other,"Come, let us make oven-fired bricks." They used brick for stone and asphalt for mortar. 4 And they said,"Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the sky. Let us make a name for ourselves; otherwise, we will be scattered over the face of the whole earth."

				5 Then the Lord came down to look over the city and the tower that the •men were building. 6 The Lord said,"If they have begun to do this as one people all having the same language, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 7 Come, let Us go down there and confusebp their languagebq so that they will not understand one another's speech."br 8 So from there the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole earth, and they stopped building the city. 9 Therefore its name is called Babylon, for there the Lord confused the language of the whole earth, and from there the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole earth.

				A Principle to Live By - Overcoming Pride
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				#14 We should avoid the sin of pride, which can lead us to build our own kingdom rather than the kingdom of God.

				As Noah and his family repopulated the earth, people once again began following their own sinful desires. Pride took control of their lives. Consequently, God confused their languages. 

				Their intense desire to"make a name for" themselves (v. 4) shouldn't surprise us. Some believe it was pride that caused Satan's downfall (Is 14:12-15). The Devil's strategy is to cause all human beings to commit this sin. He even tempted Jesus Christ to be prideful. In fact, pride is at the root of all three temptations—to turn stones into bread, to throw Himself down from the pinnacle of the temple, and to worship Satan in order to have control of all the kingdoms of the world (Mt 4:1-11).  (See Mt #5:The Power of Scripture.)

				The good news is that"in Christ" and in"fellowship with the Spirit," we can be victorious over the temptation to be prideful (Php 2:1). This was the basis of Paul's exhortation to the Philippians. Based on their relationship with God and one another, he exhorted,

				Do nothing out of rivalry or conceit, but in humility consider others as more important than yourselves. Everyone should look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. Make your own attitude that of Christ Jesus. (Php 2:3-5) 

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways did Jesus Christ model humility for all of us?  (See Php #6:Imitating Christ.)

				

				

	

From Shem to Abram

				10 These are the family records of Shem. Shem lived 100 years and fathered Arpachshad two years after the flood. 11 After he fathered Arpachshad, Shem lived 500 years and fathered other sons and daughters. 12 Arpachshad lived 35 years bs and fathered Shelah. 13 After he fathered Shelah, Arpachshad lived 403 years and fathered other sons and daughters. 14 Shelah lived 30 years and fathered Eber. 15 After he fathered Eber, Shelah lived 403 years and fathered other sons and daughters. 16 Eber lived 34 years and fathered Peleg. 17 After he fathered Peleg, Eber lived 430 years and fathered other sons and daughters. 18 Peleg lived 30 years and fathered Reu. 19 After he fathered Reu, Peleg lived 209 years and fathered other sons and daughters. 20 Reu lived 32 years and fathered Serug. 21 After he fathered Serug, Reu lived 207 years and fathered other sons and daughters. 22 Serug lived 30 years and fathered Nahor. 23 After he fathered Nahor, Serug lived 200 years and fathered other sons and daughters. 24 Nahor lived 29 years and fathered Terah. 25 After he fathered Terah, Nahor lived 119 years and fathered other sons and daughters. 26 Terah lived 70 years and fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

				27 These are the family records of Terah. Terah fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran, and Haran fathered Lot. 28 Haran died in his native land, in Ur of the Chaldeans, during his father Terah's lifetime. 29 Abram and Nahor took wives: Abram's wife was named Sarai, and Nahor's wife was named Milcah. She was the daughter of Haran, the father of both Milcah and Iscah. 30 Sarai was unable to conceive; she did not have a child.

				31 Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot (Haran's son), and his daughter-in-law Sarai, his son Abram's wife, and they set out together from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to the land of Canaan. But when they came to Haran, they settled there. 32 Terah lived 205 years and died in Haran.

				

	

The Call of Abram

				12 The Lord said to Abram:

				

				Go out from your land,

				your relatives,

				and your father's house

				to the land that I will show you.

				2 I will make you into a great nation,

				I will bless you,

				I will make your name great,

				and you will be a blessing.bt

				3 I will bless those who bless you,

				I will curse those who treat you with contempt,

				and all the peoplesbu on earth

				will be blessedbv through you.bw

				

				A Principle to Live By - God's Mercy
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				#15 Since God reached out to us before we reached out to Him, we should always thank Him for saving us by His sovereign grace. 

				When Abraham (Abram; see 17:5) was chosen by God, he had not been seeking after God. Rather, he was an idolater. Then God in His sovereign grace suddenly appeared to Abraham and commanded him to break his family ties, leave the city of Ur, and head off to a place he had never been before. 

				God promised Abraham three things: a land, numerous offspring who would become a great nation, and a special blessing that would affect everyone on the earth (12:1-3). The land was Canaan and the great nation involved the children of Israel who would become"as numerous as the stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore" (22:17). The blessing referred to the person and work of Jesus Christ. 

				As a nation, Israel rejected Jesus Christ as the promised Messiah, even though many individual Jews responded to the gospel. Through God's sovereign grace, the gospel penetrated the Gentile world and salvation was made available to all:

				He came to His own, and His own people [Israel as a nation] did not receive Him. But to all [both Jews and Gentiles] who did receive Him, He gave them the right to be children of God, to those who believe in His name. (Jn 1:11-12)  (See Rm #7:God's Free Gift.)

				Writing to the Ephesians, a church composed of both Jewish believers and Gentile converts, Paul exclaimed,

				For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with the saints, and members of God's household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the cornerstone. (Eph 2:18-20)  (See Eph #5:Oneness in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do so many people confuse grace and works in God's sovereign plan of salvation?  (See Eph #4:God's Gift.)

				

				4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was 75 years old when he left Haran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated, and the people he had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land to the site of Shechem, at the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said,"I will give this land to your •offspring." So he built an altar there to the Lord who had appeared to him. 8 From there he moved on to the hill country east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. He built an altar to •Yahweh there, and he called on the name of Yahweh. 9 Then Abram journeyed by stages to the •Negev.

				

	

Abram in Egypt

				10 There was a famine in the land, so Abram went down to Egypt to live there for a while because the famine in the land was severe. 

				A Principle to Live By - Seeking God's Wisdom
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				#16 When we face difficult circumstances, we should always seek God's wisdom so that we'll continue to walk in His will.

				After Abraham's huge caravan had made it all the way across the burning desert, he faced a famine when he arrived in Canaan. He was in danger of being totally wiped out—man and beast—in the midst of the land that God had promised would provide him with blessings. 

				Abraham took quick action. He"went down to Egypt" (v. 10). This decision is not surprising since he was attempting to act responsibly in order to provide for his family. Unfortunately, Abraham took matters into his own hands. If he had consulted God, the Lord may have miraculously provided another solution to this serious problem. 

				Don't misunderstand. God always honors sound thinking and responsible actions. However, we can easily compound our problems when we fail to pray and consult God's Word for divine wisdom and guidance. 

				When the Philippians faced difficulty in their lives, Paul encouraged them with these words:

				Don't worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses every thought, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. (Php 4:6-7; see also Jms 1:5.)  (See Jms #2:Wisdom from Above.)

				Reflection and Response

				As Christians, why do we so often fail to consult God when making strategic decisions?

				

				11 When he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai,"Look, I know what a beautiful woman you are. 12 When the Egyptians see you, they will say, 'This is his wife.' They will kill me but let you live. 13 Please say you're my sister so it will go well for me because of you, and my life will be spared on your account." 14 When Abram entered Egypt, the Egyptians saw that the woman was very beautiful. 15 Pharaoh's officials saw her and praised her to Pharaoh, so the woman was taken to Pharaoh's household. 

				

				A Principle to Live By - Overcoming Mistakes
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				#17 We should do all we can to walk in God's will, even though we may have made wrong decisions in the past that have created our present crises. 

				When Abraham arrived in Egypt, he faced another crisis. Egyptian rulers were looking for beautiful women. To protect himself, Abraham devised a plan based on rationalization. Sarah (Sarai; see 17:15) was his half-sister, the daughter of his father but not the daughter of his mother (11:29). So he decided to tell the Egyptians a half-truth. Sarah was his sister, but the whole truth was that she was also his wife (20:12). 

				Without consulting God, Abraham made a serious mistake. Had he sought God's wisdom, he may have been the first man to convey a powerful message to the Egyptians—that God exists and desires to reach out to all men. However, he was operating in his own strength and had been ever since he had headed to Egypt to avoid the famine in Canaan. Yet God in His mercy rescued Abraham from his self-imposed predicament. 

				What happened to Abraham can happen to us today. One wrong decision out of the will of God can lead to another, which can complicate our lives even more. Fortunately, we have the Holy Scriptures in their entirety. Paul tells us how to use these Scriptures to guide us in determining God's will:

				All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. (2Tm 3:16-17)  (See 2Tm #8:Standing Firm on Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				When consulting the Scriptures for guidance in making a decision, why is it important also to consult other mature Christians for wisdom and understanding?  (See Gl #2:Messages from God.)

				

				16 He treated Abram well because of her, and Abram acquired flocks and herds, male and female donkeys, male and female slaves, and camels.

				17 But the Lord struck Pharaoh and his household with severe plagues because of Abram's wife Sarai. 18 So Pharaoh sent for Abram and said,"What have you done to me? Why didn't you tell me she was your wife? 19 Why did you say, 'She's my sister,' so that I took her as my wife? Now, here is your wife. Take her and go!" 20 Then Pharaoh gave his men orders about him, and they sent him away with his wife and all he had.

				

	

Abram and Lot Separate

				13 Then Abram went up from Egypt to the •Negev — he, his wife, and all he had, and Lot with him. 2 Abram was very richbx in livestock, silver, and gold. 3 He went by stages from the Negev to Bethel, to the place between Bethel and Ai where his tent had formerly been, 4 to the site where he had built the altar. And Abram called on the name of •Yahweh there.

				A Principle to Live By - Material Blessings
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				#18 We should never conclude that wealth in itself is an indication of God's approval of our attitudes and behavior.

				The king of Egypt was so elated to have Sarah in his harem that"he treated Abram well" (12:16). Even though Abraham had been deceitful, God still blessed him materially.

				There are some Christians today who justify unethical behavior because they continue to accumulate wealth, reasoning that God must be pleased. Not so! In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus Christ clearly stated that our heavenly Father"causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous" (Mt 5:45). Some of the richest people in the world are unethical, immoral, and even criminals. 

				Paul exhorted all Christians to"no longer walk as the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their thoughts" (Eph 4:17). Instead, we are to"speak the truth, each one to his neighbor" (Eph 4:25). We must never justify unethical and sinful behavior, assuming God is pleased because we are prospering. 

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the areas where we can be tempted to be dishonest and then to rationalize this behavior because we're prospering?

				

				5 Now Lot, who was traveling with Abram, also had flocks, herds, and tents. 6 But the land was unable to support them as long as they stayed together, for they had so many possessions that they could not stay together, 7 and there was quarreling between the herdsmen of Abram's livestock and the herdsmen of Lot's livestock. At that time the Canaanites and the Perizzites were living in the land.

				8 Then Abram said to Lot,"Please, let's not have quarreling between you and me, or between your herdsmen and my herdsmen, since we are relatives.by 9 Isn't the whole land before you? Separate from me: if you go to the left, I will go to the right; if you go to the right, I will go to the left."

				10 Lot looked out and saw that the entire Jordan Valley as far asbz Zoar was well watered everywhere like the Lord's garden and the land of Egypt. This was before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah. 11 So Lot chose the entire Jordan Valley for himself. Then Lot journeyed eastward, and they separated from each other.

				A Principle to Live By - Self-Evaluation
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				#19 We must continually evaluate our motives and behavior in the light of God's directives in the Word of God. 

				What happened at this point on Abraham's spiritual journey relates directly to a previous act of disobedience. God's directions to Abraham had been very specific. He was to leave his immediate family as well as his relatives (12:1). However, for some unstated reason, his father, Terah, came along and brought his grandson, Lot (11:31). 

				Abraham's initial act of disobedience now created serious problems. God had known what Lot would do because of his materialistic attitudes and his ungrateful spirit. When Abraham gave his nephew a choice, he made a very selfish decision, even though Lot had a personal relationship with God (2Pt 2:8). Even as a believer, he chose to live in a sinful environment, which impacted his life and the lives of the members of his entire family (see Gn 19:1-38).

				John warned all of us not to follow Lot's example:

				Do not love the world or the things that belong to the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in him. For everything that belongs to the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride in one's lifestyle—is not from the Father, but is from the world. And the world with its lust is passing away, but the one who does God's will remains forever. (1Jn 2:15-17)  (See 1Jn #6:Overcoming the World.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the things that constantly tempt us to make decisions that will lead us to"love the world or the things that belong to the world" (1Jn 2:15), and how can we avoid following Lot's negative example?

				

				12 Abram lived in the land of Canaan, but Lot lived in the cities of the valley and set up his tent near Sodom. 13 Now the men of Sodom were evil, sinning greatlyca against the Lord.

				14 After Lot had separated from him, the Lord said to Abram,"Look from the place where you are. Look north and south, east and west, 15 for I will give you and your •offspring forever all the land that you see. 16 I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust of the earth, then your offspring could be counted. 17 Get up and walk around the land, through its length and width, for I will give it to you."

				18 So Abram moved his tent and went to live near the oaks of Mamre at Hebron, where he built an altar to the Lord.

				A Principle to Live By - Inappropriate Fellowship
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				#20 To avoid losing our moral bearings, we must not have fellowship with unbelievers who are living immoral and evil lives.

				Once Lot decided to live near Sodom, it's not surprising that he then moved into this immoral city (14:12). The results were disastrous. Even though God spared Lot and his family from judgment (18:22-32), the damage had been done. Lot lost his ability to make moral judgments. He even lost his will to do what was right. When angels urged him to leave the city,"he hesitated." If they had not"grabbed his hand, his wife's hand, and the hands of his two daughters" (19:16), this whole family would have perished. Even then, his wife had become so comfortable living in Sodom's sinful environment that she longingly looked back and suffered the consequences (19:26). 

				What happened to Lot and his family can happen to believers today who choose to live in the midst of evil and to participate in sinful practices. Paul warned against this kind of lifestyle:

				Do not be mismatched with unbelievers. For what partnership is there between righteousness and lawlessness? Or what fellowship does light have with darkness? What agreement does Christ have with Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? And what agreement does God's sanctuary have with idols? For we are the sanctuary of the living God. (2Co 6:14-16a)  (See 2Co #10:Proper Relationships.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we be a witness in the world without becoming like the world? In other words, how can we develop friendships without having close fellowship?

				

				

	

Abram Rescues Lot

				14 In those days Amraphel king of •Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of Goiimcb 2 waged war against Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber king of Zeboiim, as well as the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). 3 All of these came as allies to the Valley of Siddim (that is, the Dead Sea). 4 They were subject to Chedorlaomer for 12 years, but in the thirteenth year they rebelled. 5 In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him came and defeated the Rephaim in Ashteroth-karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, the Emim in Shaveh-kiriathaim, 6 and the Horites in the mountains of Seir, as far as El-paran by the wilderness. 7 Then they came back to invade En-mishpat (that is, Kadesh), and they defeated all the territory of the Amalekites, as well as the Amorites who lived in Hazazon-tamar.

				8 Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went out and lined up for battle in the Valley of Siddim 9 against Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of Goiim, Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar — four kings against five. 10 Now the Valley of Siddim contained many asphalt pits, and as the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, some fell into them, cc but the rest fled to the mountains. 11 The four kings took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah and all their food and went on. 12 They also took Abram's nephew Lot and his possessions, for he was living in Sodom, and they went on.

				13 One of the survivors came and told Abram the Hebrew, who lived near the oaks belonging to Mamre the Amorite, the brother of Eshcol and the brother of Aner. They were bound by a treaty withcd Abram. 14 When Abram heard that his relative had been taken prisoner, he assembled ce his 318 trained men, born in his household, and they went in pursuit as far as Dan. 15 And he and his servants deployed against them by night, attacked them, and pursued them as far as Hobah to the north of Damascus. 16 He brought back all the goods and also his relative Lot and his goods, as well as the women and the other people.

				

	

Melchizedek's Blessing

				17 After Abram returned from defeating Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley). 18 Then Melchizedek, king of Salem, brought out bread and wine; he was a priest to God •Most High. 19 He blessed him and said:

				

				Abram is blessed by God Most High,

				Creatorcf of heaven and earth,

				20 and I give praise tocg God Most High

				who has handed over your enemies to you.

				

				And Abram gave him a tenth of everything.   (See Heb #12:Our Eternal Priest.)

				21 Then the king of Sodom said to Abram,"Give me the people, but take the possessions for yourself."

				22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom,"I have raised my hand in an oath to •Yahweh, God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth, 23 that I will not take a thread or sandal strap or anything that belongs to you, so you can never say, 'I made Abram rich.' 24 I will take nothingch except what the servants have eaten. But as for the share of the men who came with me — Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre — they can take their share."

				

	

The Abrahamic Covenant

				15After these events, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision:

				

				Do not be afraid, Abram.

				I am your shield;

				your reward will be very great.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Growing in Faith

				[image: Getz0021.png]

				#21 When we face periods of doubt and fear, we are to look to God to protect us and to meet our needs.

				Abraham was evidently very fearful that the powerful kings he had defeated might retaliate (14:14-16). God reassured him with these words:"Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield" (15:1). 

				It would also be logical for Abraham to fear poverty. After all, Lot had chosen the luscious Jordan Valley for his household and flocks and had left Abraham with the less productive land (13:9-10). He had also just given one tenth of all he had to King Melchizedek and had refused to accept any bounty from the king of Sodom (14:22-24). To reassure him in the midst of his doubts and fear, God also said,"Your reward will be very great" (15:1). God once again reassured Abraham that he would become"numerous" (v. 5; cp."great nation" in 12:2).

				God understands our fears and anxieties when we experience crises. Paul wrote, 

				Don't worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses every thought, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. (Php 4:6-7)  (See Php #11:Standing Firm.)

				Reflection and Response

				When we face temptations and trials in our lives as Christians, what practical steps can we take to overcome our doubts and fears and to learn to trust God even more?

				

				2 But Abram said,"Lord God, what can You give me, since I am childless and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?"ci 3 Abram continued,"Look, You have given me no •offspring, so a slave born incj my house will be my heir."

				4 Now the word of the Lord came to him:"This one will not be your heir; instead, one who comes from your own bodyck will be your heir." 5 He took him outside and said,"Look at the sky and count the stars, if you are able to count them." Then He said to him,"Your offspring will be that numerous."

				6 Abram believed the Lord, and He credited it to him as righteousness.

				A Principle to Live By - Justified by Faith

				[image: Getz0022.png]

				#22 No matter what our religious background, we must personalize our faith in God and in His Son, Jesus Christ. 

				Here we have one of the most significant statements in all history:"Abram believed the Lord, and He credited it to him as righteousness" (v. 6). His relationship with God became personal. Though the Lord had spoken to him on previous occasions, Abraham's point of conversion relates to his faith in God's promise to give him a son. Though he had heard these words before, he now truly believed them (See Rm 4:20–5:1).  (See Rm #7:God's Free Gift.)

				The apostle John has described how belief can be progressive. He recorded that on many occasions people—including the apostles—acknowledged belief in Jesus Christ. However, not all belief immediately resulted in eternal life. For example, though Thomas was among those who said they believed, he did not personalize that belief until after he encountered the resurrected Christ and saw the wounds in His hands and side (Jn 20:27-28).  (See Jn #4:Profession versus Possession.)

				So today, there are many who identify themselves as Christians because of their family and cultural heritage, but they are not yet born again. They have never personalized the gospel message in their own lives. 

				Reflection and Response

				How can all people who call themselves Christians make sure that they have truly personalized the message of Christ's death and resurrection and experienced a new birth as described by Jesus in John 3:1-16?

				

				7 He also said to him,"I am •Yahweh who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to possess."

				8 But he said,"Lord God, how can I know that I will possess it?"

				9 He said to him,"Bring Me a three-year-old cow, a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon."

				10 So he brought all these to Him, split them down the middle, and laid the pieces opposite each other, but he did not cut up the birds. 11 Birds of prey came down on the carcasses, but Abram drove them away. 12 As the sun was setting, a deep sleep fell on Abram, and suddenly great terror and darkness descended on him.

				13 Then the Lord said to Abram,"Know this for certain: Your offspring will be foreigners in a land that does not belong to them; they will be enslaved and oppressedcl 400 years. 14 However, I will judge the nation they serve, and afterward they will go out with many possessions. 15 But you will go to your fathers in peace and be buried at a ripe old age. 16 In the fourth generation they will return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure."cm

				17 When the sun had set and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch appeared and passed between the divided animals. 18 On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying,"I give this land to your offspring, from the brook of Egypt to the Euphrates River:cn 19 the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20 Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaim, 21 Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites, and Jebusites."

				

	

Hagar and Ishmael

				16 Abram's wife Sarai had not borne any children for him, but she owned an Egyptian slave named Hagar. 2 Sarai said to Abram,"Since the Lord has prevented me from bearing children, go to my slave; perhaps through her I can build a family." And Abram agreed to what Sarai said.co

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Cultural Influences
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				#23 We should be cautious not to allow our pre-conversion, non-biblical values to cause us to make decisions that violate God's will. 

				Cultural values naturally permeate our personalities and mold our thinking. This is why Sarah offered her Egyptian maid, Hagar, as a substitute mother. Although this sounds strange—and immoral—it's understandable. Archaeologists have discovered tablets from the Mesopotamian culture that contain marriage contracts that actually specify that a barren wife must provide another woman for her husband to have children.

				Furthermore, when God promised Abraham that he would have a son, He stated specifically that the true heir would come through Abraham's"own body" (15:4). Sarah could have easily reasoned that since she was left out of the plan, and since she was now past the age of being able to conceive, God wanted to use another woman to achieve His purpose. Abraham would still be the father. Unfortunately, Abraham agreed, and Ishmael's birth began an unfortunate chapter in world history that has not yet ended. 

				Non-biblical cultural values do influence our lives. They often linger in our hearts and minds, even after we become Christians. This was definitely a problem in the New Testament world. Many of the values in the Roman culture were in direct opposition to God's will. This is why Paul wrote to the Ephesians,

				Therefore, I say this and testify in the Lord: You should no longer walk as the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their thoughts. They are darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them and because of the hardness of their hearts. (Eph 4:17-18)  (See Eph #10:Walking in Newness of Life.)

				Reflection and Response

				What steps can we take as Christians to avoid being influenced by non-biblical values that once were a part of our decision-making process?  (See Gl #10:Life in the Spirit.)

				

				3 So Abram's wife Sarai took Hagar, her Egyptian slave, and gave her to her husband Abram as a wife for him. This happened after Abram had lived in the land of Canaan 10 years. 4 He slept withcp Hagar, and she became pregnant. When she realized that she was pregnant, she treated her mistress with contempt. 5 Then Sarai said to Abram,"You are responsible for my suffering!cq I put my slave in your arms,cr and ever since she saw that she was pregnant, she has treated me with contempt. May the Lord judge between me and you."

				A Principle to Live By - Blaming Others
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				#24 We must avoid blaming others for our own mistakes. 

				When Abraham slept with an Egyptian servant, he violated God's moral and psychological laws and experienced the results immediately. The moment Hagar conceived, she became arrogant (v. 4). God spelled out the results of this kind of sin in Proverbs:

				The earth trembles under three things; it cannot bear up under four: a servant when he becomes king, a fool when he is stuffed with food, an unloved woman when she marries, and a servant girl when she ousts her queen. (Pr 30:21-23) 

				Predictably, Sarah in turn became bitter and vented her wrath on Hagar. In her insecurity, she lashed out at her husband—who had simply followed her suggestion. 

				The motivation for Sarah's behavior began in the Garden of Eden. Ever since sin entered the world, our natural tendency is to rationalize our disobedience and to put the blame on someone else for our own sinful actions.  (Review Gn #5: Avoiding Rationalization)

				Instead, we have renounced shameful secret things, not walking in deceit or distorting God's message, but commending ourselves to every person's conscience in God's sight by an open display of the truth. (2Co 4:2) 

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the most frequent ways we rationalize our behavior—even as believers—and blame others for our own mistakes?

				

				6 Abram replied to Sarai,"Here, your slave is in your hands; do whatever you want with her." Then Sarai mistreated her so much that she ran away from her.

				7 The Angel of the Lord found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on the way to Shur. 8 He said,"Hagar, slave of Sarai, where have you come from and where are you going?"

				She replied,"I'm running away from my mistress Sarai."

				9 Then the Angel of the Lord said to her,"You must go back to your mistress and submit to her mistreatment."cs 10 The Angel of the Lord also said to her,"I will greatly multiply your •offspring, and they will be too many to count."

				11 Then the Angel of the Lord said to her:

				

				You have conceived and will have a son.

				You will name him Ishmael,

				for the Lord has heard your cry of affliction.

				12 This man will be like a wild donkey.

				His hand will be against everyone,

				and everyone's hand will be against him;

				he will live at odds withct all his brothers.

				

				13 So she called the Lord who spoke to her: The God Who Sees,cu for she said,"In this place, have I actually seen the One who sees me?"cv 14 That is why she named the spring,"A Well of the Living One Who Sees Me."cw It is located between Kadesh and Bered.

				15 So Hagar gave birth to Abram's son, and Abram gave the name Ishmael to the son Hagar had. 16 Abram was 86 years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to him.

				

	

Covenant Circumcision

				17 When Abram was 99 years old, the Lord appeared to him, saying,"I am •God Almighty. Live in My presence and be blameless. 2 I will establish My covenant between Me and you, and I will multiply you greatly."

				A Principle to Live By - Growing Spiritually

				[image: Getz0025.png]

				#25 We should use the negative results of personal mistakes as an opportunity to grow 
spiritually.

				Here God was teaching Abraham how to live a more godly life—that is, to live in God's"presence and be blameless" (v. 1). Although his motives were right in wanting to fulfill God's promise, he had become impatient and had taken matters into his own hands and had departed from God's will. But now he was once again ready to listen to what God wanted him to do.

				Both Abraham and Sarah had yet to discover and trust the Lord as"God Almighty," El Shaddai, the One who could override the natural laws governing reproduction. They had experienced God as Elohim—their shield, protector, and provider. But they were unable to understand God's specific promise that they would have a child in a supernatural way, which explains why they tried to help God.

				Even today, we are still subject to walking out of God's will, even though we have God's completed revelation and the indwelling Holy Spirit. We often continue to fall short of God's moral perfection and standard. But the more we truly come to know God's love, power, and grace, the more we should want to become like His Son, Jesus Christ, who revealed the Father to us. 

				However, there will come times when we make mistakes and need God's help. It's then we realize anew that we need to experience God's supernatural power in our lives. We understand more fully Paul's prayer:

				May you be strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for all endurance and patience, with joy giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the saints' inheritance in the light. (Col 1:11-12) 

				Reflection and Response

				How can we balance dependence on God with fulfilling our human responsibilities?  (See Ex #7:Serving in God's Strength.)

				

				3 Then Abram fell facedown and God spoke with him: 4 "As for Me, My covenant is with you: you will become the father of many nations. 5 Your name will no longer be Abram, but your name will be Abraham, for I will make you the father of many nations. 6 I will make you extremely fruitful and will make nations and kings come from you. 7 I will keep My covenant between Me and you, and your future •offspring throughout their generations, as an everlasting covenant to be your God and the God of your offspring after you. 8 And to you and your future offspring I will give the land where you are residing — all the land of Canaan — as an eternal possession, and I will be their God."

				9 God also said to Abraham,"As for you, you and your offspring after you throughout their generations are to keep My covenant. 10 This is My covenant, which you are to keep, between Me and you and your offspring after you: Every one of your males must be circumcised. 11 You must circumcise the flesh of your foreskin to serve as a sign of the covenant between Me and you. 12 Throughout your generations, every male among you at eight days old is to be circumcised. This includes a slave born in your house and one purchased with money from any foreigner. The one who is not your offspring, 13 a slave born in your house, as well as one purchased with money, must be circumcised. My covenant will be marked in your flesh as an everlasting covenant. 14 If any male is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that man will be cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant."   (See Jos #8:Identification with Christ.)

				15 God said to Abraham,"As for your wife Sarai, do not call her Sarai, for Sarah will be her name. 16 I will bless her; indeed, I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she will produce nations; kings of peoples will come from her."

				17 Abraham fell facedown. Then he laughed and said to himself,"Can a child be born to a hundred-year-old man? Can Sarah, a ninety-year-old woman, give birth?" 18 So Abraham said to God,"If only Ishmael were acceptable to You!"cx

				A Principle to Live By - False Conclusions
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				#26 We must be cautious not to interpret circumstances subjectively in order to support what have been personal mistakes.

				Abraham wandered in the wilderness of his own mistakes for thirteen silent years. He was 86 years old when Ishmael was born, and it wasn't until he was 99 that God again appeared to him and spoke directly about His perfect will (16:16; 17:1). Strange as it seems, all during this period of time it appears that Abraham actually thought that Ishmael was the promised seed—that he had done the right thing in fathering a child through Hagar. Abraham's nervous laugh is that of a man who for 13 years thought he was right and suddenly discovered he was wrong (v. 17). It was only logical for him to defend himself and his son at this moment—to question God about the event and to plead for Ishmael.

				God was teaching Abraham a painful lesson. When we take matters into our own hands, God sometimes allows us to struggle in our own darkness. However, God's purpose is always for our own good—to teach us to trust Him rather than putting our confidence in our own abilities. He wants us to consult Him in everything so He can direct our paths (Pr 3:5-6). Then He will enable us to discern what is His"good, pleasing, and perfect will" (Rm 12:2).  (See Jos #25:Making Right Choices.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we guard against erroneously interpreting circumstances as well as Scripture in order to support our desires that may seem to be right, but in fact are wrong?

				

				19 But God said,"No. Your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will name him Isaac. I will confirm My covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his future offspring. 20 As for Ishmael, I have heard you. I will certainly bless him; I will make him fruitful and will multiply him greatly. He will father 12 tribal leaders, and I will make him into a great nation. 21 But I will confirm My covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you at this time next year." 22 When He finished talking with him, God withdrewcy from Abraham.

				23 Then Abraham took his son Ishmael and all the slaves born in his house or purchased with his money — every male among the members of Abraham's household — and he circumcised the flesh of their foreskin on that very day, just as God had said to him. 24 Abraham was 99 years old when the flesh of his foreskin was circumcised, 25 and his son Ishmael was 13 years old when the flesh of his foreskin was circumcised. 26 On that same day Abraham and his son Ishmael were circumcised. 27 And all the men of his household — both slaves born in his house and those purchased with money from a foreigner — were circumcised with him.

				A Principle to Live By - Obedience to God's Command
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				#27 Once we have put our faith in Jesus Christ, we should be obedient to God's command and identify ourselves as believers and members of God's family.

				God instituted circumcision to demonstrate His everlasting covenant with His people. Abraham immediately obeyed God. 

				Following Jesus' death and resurrection, God instituted water baptism to demonstrate our identification with Christ's death, burial, and resurrection, and that we are members of His church. Before Jesus ascended to heaven, He gave this command:

				Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. (Mt 28:19)

				Abraham was justified by faith prior to circumcision. Paul clearly stated it was a"sign" and a"seal of the righteousness" that Abraham had by faith"while still uncircumcised" (Rm 4:11a). Paul then concluded with an important spiritual truth that applies to all of us who have put our faith in Christ:

				This was to make him the father of all who believe but are not circumcised, so that righteousness may be credited to them also. (Rm 4:11b)

				Reflection and Response

				Even though we are saved by grace through faith, why is it important to follow up conversion with water baptism?  (See Jos #8:Identification with Christ.)

				

				

	

Abraham's Three Visitors

				18 Then the Lord appeared to Abraham at the oaks of Mamre while he was sitting in the entrance of his tent during the heat of the day. 2 He looked up, and he saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the entrance of the tent to meet them and bowed to the ground. 3 Then he said,"My lord,cz if I have found favor in your sight, please do not go on past your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, that you may wash your feet and rest yourselves under the tree. 5 I will bring a bit of bread so that you may strengthen yourselves.da This is why you have passed your servant's way. Later, you can continue on."

				"Yes," they replied,"do as you have said."

				6 So Abraham hurried into the tent and said to Sarah,"Quick! Knead three measuresdb of fine flour and make bread." 7 Meanwhile, Abraham ran to the herd and got a tender, choice calf. He gave it to a young man, who hurried to prepare it. 8 Then Abraham took curdsdc and milk, and the calf that he had prepared, and set them before the men. He serveddd them as they ate under the tree.

				

	

Sarah Laughs

				9 "Where is your wife Sarah?" they asked him.

				"There, in the tent," he answered.

				10 The Lord said,"I will certainly come back to you in about a year's time, and your wife Sarah will have a son!" Now Sarah was listening at the entrance of the tent behind him.

				11 Abraham and Sarah were old and getting on in years.de Sarah had passed the age of childbearing.df 12 So she laughed to herself:"After I have become shriveled up and my lord is old, will I have delight?"

				13 But the Lord asked Abraham,"Why did Sarah laugh, saying, 'Can I really have a baby when I'm old? ' 14 Is anything impossible for the Lord? At the appointed time I will come back to you, and in about a year she will have a son."

				15 Sarah denied it."I did not laugh," she said, because she was afraid.

				But He replied,"No, you did laugh."

				A Principle to Live By - Trusting God
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				#28 To help others overcome their skepticism and unbelief, we are first and foremost to trust God to intervene in their lives.

				After Abraham realized he had made a mistake in trying to help God by fathering Ishmael through Hagar, he faced another dilemma. He believed that God could give him a son through Sarah, but she still doubted. Rather than trying to resolve the problem with his own persuasive abilities, Abraham waited for God to intervene. 

				Eventually, the Lord honored this old patriarch's faith and patience. While Sarah was eavesdropping behind a curtain, God miraculously verbalized the thoughts and emotional reactions of her heart. Though Sarah was defensive and denied she had"laughed to herself" (v. 12; see v. 15), this must have been when she also was made righteous by faith and then trusted God to work a miracle. Listen to the author of Hebrews: 

				By faith even Sarah herself, when she was unable to have children, received power to conceive offspring, even though she was past the age, since she considered that the One who had promised was faithful. (Heb 11:11) 

				Reflection and Response

				When Jesus dealt with Thomas and his doubts, how does this event correlate with the way God dealt with Sarah and her doubts? (See Jn 20:19-28.) 

				

				

	

Abraham's Plea for Sodom

				16 The men got up from there and looked out over Sodom, and Abraham was walking with them to see them off. 17 Then the Lord said,"Should I hide what I am about to do from Abraham? 18 Abraham is to become a great and powerful nation, and all the nations of the earth will be blessed through him. 19 For I have chosendg him so that he will command his children and his house after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing what is right and just. This is how the Lord will fulfill to Abraham what He promised him." 20 Then the Lord said,"The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is immense, and their sin is extremely serious. 21 I will go down to see if what they have done justifies the cry that has come up to Me. If not, I will find out."

				22 The men turned from there and went toward Sodom while Abraham remained standing before the Lord. dh 23 Abraham stepped forward and said,"Will You really sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24 What if there are 50 righteous people in the city? Will You really sweep it away instead of sparing the place for the sake of the 50 righteous people who are in it? 25 You could not possibly do such a thing: to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. You could not possibly do that! Won't the Judge of all the earth do what is just?"

				26 The Lord said,"If I find 50 righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their sake."

				27 Then Abraham answered,"Since I have ventured to speak to the Lord — even though I am dust and ashes — 28 suppose the 50 righteous lack five. Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?"

				He replied,"I will not destroy it if I find 45 there."

				29 Then he spoke to Him again,"Suppose 40 are found there?"

				He answered,"I will not do it on account of 40."

				30 Then he said,"Let the Lord not be angry, and I will speak further. Suppose 30 are found there?"

				He answered,"I will not do it if I find 30 there."

				31 Then he said,"Since I have ventured to speak to the Lord, suppose 20 are found there?"

				He replied,"I will not destroy it on account of 20."

				32 Then he said,"Let the Lord not be angry, and I will speak one more time. Suppose 10 are found there?"

				He answered,"I will not destroy it on account of 10." 33 When the Lord had finished speaking with Abraham, He departed, and Abraham returned to his place.  (See Rv #17:God's Mercy.)

				

	

The Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah

				19 The two angels entered Sodom in the evening as Lot was sitting at Sodom's •gate. When Lot saw them, he got up to meet them. He bowed with his face to the ground 2 and said,"My lords, turn aside to your servant's house, wash your feet, and spend the night. Then you can get up early and go on your way."

				"No," they said."We would rather spend the night in the square." 3 But he urged them so strongly that they followed him and went into his house. He prepared a feast and baked unleavened bread for them, and they ate.

				4 Before they went to bed, the men of the city of Sodom, both young and old, the whole population, surrounded the house. 5 They called out to Lot and said,"Where are the men who came to you tonight? Send them out to us so we can have sex with them!"

				6 Lot went out to them at the entrance and shut the door behind him. 7 He said,"Don't do this evil, my brothers. 8 Look, I've got two daughters who haven't had sexual relations with a man. I'll bring them out to you, and you can do whatever you wantdi to them. However, don't do anything to these men, because they have come under the protection of my roof."

				9 "Get out of the way!" they said, adding,"This one came here as a foreigner, but he's acting like a judge! Now we'll do more harm to you than to them." They put pressure on Lot and came up to break down the door. 10 But the angelsdj reached out, brought Lot into the house with them, and shut the door. 11 They struck the men who were at the entrance of the house, both young and old, with a blinding light so that they were unable to find the entrance.

				12 Then the angelsdk said to Lot,"Do you have anyone else here: a son-in-law, your sons and daughters, or anyone else in the city who belongs to you? Get them out of this place, 13 for we are about to destroy this place because the outcry against its people is so great before the Lord, that the Lord has sent us to destroy it."

				14 So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who were going to marrydl his daughters."Get up," he said."Get out of this place, for the Lord is about to destroy the city!" But his sons-in-law thought he was joking.

				15 At daybreak the angels urged Lot on:"Get up! Take your wife and your two daughters who are here, or you will be swept away in the punishmentdm of the city." 16 But he hesitated. Because of the Lord's compassion for him, the men grabbed his hand, his wife's hand, and the hands of his two daughters. Then they brought him out and left him outside the city.

				17 As soon as the angels got them outside, one of them dn said,"Run for your lives! Don't look back and don't stop anywhere on the plain! Run to the mountains, or you will be swept away!"

				18 But Lot said to them,"No, my lordsdo — please. 19 Your servant has indeed found favor in your sight, and you have shown me great kindness by saving my life. But I can't run to the mountains; the disaster will overtake me, and I will die. 20 Look, this town is close enough for me to run to. It is a small place. Please let me go there — it's only a small place, isn't it? — so that I can survive."

				21 And he said to him,"All right,dp I'll grant your requestdq about this matter too and will not demolish the town you mentioned. 22 Hurry up! Run there, for I cannot do anything until you get there." Therefore the name of the city is Zoar.

				23 The sun had risen over the land when Lot reached Zoar. 24 Then out of the sky the Lord rained burning sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah from the Lord. 25 He demolished these cities, the entire plain, all the inhabitants of the cities, and whatever grew on the ground. 26 But his wife looked back and became a pillar of salt.

				27 Early in the morning Abraham went to the place where he had stood before the Lord. 28 He looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah and all the land of the plain, and he saw that smoke was going up from the land like the smoke of a furnace. 29 So it was, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, He remembered Abraham and brought Lot out of the middle of the upheaval when He demolished the cities where Lot had lived.

				

	

The Origin of Moab and Ammon

				30 Lot departed from Zoar and lived in the mountains along with his two daughters, because he was afraid to live in Zoar. Instead, he and his two daughters lived in a cave. 31 Then the firstborn said to the younger,"Our father is old, and there is no man in the land to sleep with us as is the custom of all the land. 32 Come, let's get our father to drink wine so that we can sleep with him and preserve our father's line." 33 So they got their father to drink wine that night, and the firstborn came and slept with her father; he did not know when she lay down or when she got up.

				34 The next day the firstborn said to the younger,"Look, I slept with my father last night. Let's get him to drink wine again tonight so you can go sleep with him and we can preserve our father's line." 35 That night they again got their father to drink wine, and the younger went and slept with him; he did not know when she lay down or when she got up.

				36 So both of Lot's daughters became pregnant by their father. 37 The firstborn gave birth to a son and named him Moab. He is the father of the Moabites of today. 38 The younger also gave birth to a son, and she named him Ben-ammi. He is the father of the Ammonites of today. (See Ezk #25:Making Right Choices.)

				

	

Sarah Rescued from Abimelech

				20 From there Abraham traveled to the region of the •Negev and settled between Kadesh and Shur. While he lived in Gerar, 2 Abraham said about his wife Sarah,"She is my sister." So Abimelech king of Gerar had Sarah brought to him.

				3 But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night and said to him,"You are about to die because of the woman you have taken, for she is a married woman."dr

				4 Now Abimelech had not approached her, so he said,"Lord, would You destroy a nation even though it is innocent? 5 Didn't he himself say to me, 'She is my sister'? And she herself said, 'He is my brother.' I did this with a clear conscienceds and •cleandt hands."

				6 Then God said to him in the dream,"Yes, I know that you did this with a clear conscience.du I have also kept you from sinning against Me. Therefore I have not let you touch her. 7 Now return the man's wife, for he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you will live. But if you do not return her, know that you will certainly die, you and all who are yours."

				8 Early in the morning Abimelech got up, called all his servants together, and personallydv told them all these things, and the men were terrified.

				9 Then Abimelech called Abraham in and said to him,"What have you done to us? How did I sin against you that you have brought such enormous •guilt on me and on my kingdom? You have done things to me that should never be done." 10 Abimelech also said to Abraham,"What did you intend when you did this thing?"

				11 Abraham replied,"I thought, 'There is absolutely no •fear of God in this place. They will kill me because of my wife.' 12 Besides, she really is my sister, the daughter of my father though not the daughter of my mother, and she became my wife. 13 So when God had me wander from my father's house, I said to her: Show your loyalty to me wherever we go and say about me: 'He's my brother.'"

				14 Then Abimelech took sheep and cattle and male and female slaves, gave them to Abraham, and returned his wife Sarah to him. 15 Abimelech said,"Look, my land is before you. Settle wherever you want."dw 16 And he said to Sarah,"Look, I am giving your brother 1,000 pieces of silver. It is a verification of your honordx to all who are with you. You are fully vindicated."

				17 Then Abraham prayed to God, and God healed Abimelech, his wife, and his female slaves so that they could bear children, 18 for the Lord had completely closed all the wombs in Abimelech's household on account of Sarah, Abraham's wife.

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual Regression

				[image: Getz0029.png]

				#29 Even though we are growing spiritually, we must be careful not to regress to old patterns of sinful behavior.  (Review Gn #17: Overcoming Mistakes.)

				Why didn't Abraham remember making the same mistake earlier during the Egyptian experience? To answer this question, let's think about ourselves and the mistakes we've repeated in our own lives, particularly when we've been overcome by fear or some other emotion that causes us to regress to a sinful pattern of behavior. 

				Paul addressed this issue in his letter to the Corinthians and it certainly applies to us all as believers, regardless of our chronological age in Christ:

				So, whoever thinks he stands must be careful not to fall. (1Co 10:12)  (See 1Co #22:Lessons from Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				What precautions should we take in our Christian lives to avoid regressing to old patterns of sinful behavior?

				

				

	

The Birth of Isaac

				21 The Lord came to Sarah as He had said, and the Lord did for Sarah what He had promised. 2 Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the appointed time God had told him. 3 Abraham named his son who was born to him — the one Sarah bore to him — Isaac. 4 When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as God had commanded him. 5 Abraham was 100 years old when his son Isaac was born to him.

				6 Sarah said,"God has made me laugh, and everyone who hears will laugh with me." 7 She also said,"Who would have told Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne a son for him dy in his old age."

				

	

Hagar and Ishmael Sent Away

				8 The child grew and was weaned, and Abraham held a great feast on the day Isaac was weaned. 9 But Sarah saw the son mocking dz — the one Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham. 10 So she said to Abraham,"Drive out this slave with her son, for the son of this slave will not be a coheir with my son Isaac!"

				A Principle to Live By - Sin's Consequences
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				#30 We should expect painful consequences when our sin impacts those closest to us.

				When Isaac was born, Sarah and Abraham were elated. However, their happiness turned to sadness and bitterness when Ishmael, who was now an older teenager, ridiculed the whole event. Sarah's happiness turned to anger and Abraham had to face the very difficult decision of sending Hagar and Ishmael away. 

				Family tensions can be intensely painful. Think of the problems divorce creates for both parents and children. Though Abraham's and Sarah's circumstances were very different, in many respects the painful dynamics were the same. 

				The apostle Paul reminded the Galatians—and us—of the consequences of sin, both before and after we become Christians:

				Don't be deceived: God is not mocked. For whatever a man sows he will also reap, because the one who sows to his flesh will reap corruption from the flesh, but the one who sows to the Spirit will reap eternal life from the Spirit. (Gl 6:7-8) 

				Reflection and Response

				Though some consequences for sinful behavior will always linger, how can we follow Paul's example in"forgetting what is behind and reaching forward to what is ahead" (Php 3:13-16)?  (See Php #10:Progressive Sanctification.)

				

				11 Now this was a very difficult thing forea Abraham because of his son. 12 But God said to Abraham,"Do not be concernedeb about the boy and your slave. Whatever Sarah says to you, listen to her, because your •offspring will be traced through Isaac. 13 But I will also make a nation of the slave's son because he is your offspring."

				14 Early in the morning Abraham got up, took bread and a waterskin, put them on Hagar's shoulders, and sent her and the boy away. She left and wandered in the Wilderness of Beer-sheba. 15 When the water in the skin was gone, she left the boy under one of the bushes. 16 Then she went and sat down nearby, about a bowshot away, for she said,"I can't bear to watch the boy die!" So as she sat nearby, she ec wept loudly.

				17 God heard the voice of the boy, and theed angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her,"What's wrong, Hagar? Don't be afraid, for God has heard the voice of the boy from the place where he is. 18 Get up, help the boy up, and support him, for I will make him a great nation." 19 Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. So she went and filled the waterskin and gave the boy a drink. 20 God was with the boy, and he grew; he settled in the wilderness and became an archer. 21 He settled in the Wilderness of Paran, and his mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt.

				

	

Abraham's Covenant with Abimelech

				22 At that time Abimelech, accompanied by Phicol the commander of his army, said to Abraham,"God is with you in everything you do. 23 Swear to me by God here and now, that you will not break an agreement with me or with my children and descendants. As I have been loyal to you, so you will be loyal to me and to the country where you are a foreign resident."

				24 And Abraham said,"I swear it." 25 But Abraham complained to Abimelech because of the water well that Abimelech's servants had seized.

				26 Abimelech replied,"I don't know who did this thing. You didn't report anything to me, so I hadn't heard about it until today."

				27 Abraham took sheep and cattle and gave them to Abimelech, and the two of them made a covenant. 28 Abraham separated seven ewe lambs from the flock. 29 And Abimelech said to Abraham,"Why have you separated these seven ewe lambs?"

				30 He replied,"You are to accept the seven ewe lambs from my hand so that this actee will serve as my witness that I dug this well." 31 Therefore that place was called Beer-sheba because it was there that the two of them swore an oath. 32 After they had made a covenant at Beer-sheba, Abimelech and Phicol, the commander of his army, left and returned to the land of the Philistines.

				33 Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beer-sheba, and there he called on the name of •Yahweh, the Everlasting God. 34 And Abraham lived as a foreigner in the land of the Philistines for many days.

				A Principle to Live By - Acting Responsibly
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				#31 Regardless of the consequences of our sins, we are to confess those sins, accept God's forgiveness, and move forward in our Christian lives.

				This was God's message to Abraham. We must not live in guilt, punishing ourselves and continually wishing we'd made better decisions in the past. Though we are responsible for our actions, we can begin a new life, relying on God's power to help us move forward.  
(See 2Sm #11:God's Unconditional Love.)

				All of his Christian life, Paul deeply regretted that he had persecuted and even murdered believers. Nevertheless, he saw that God could use his mistakes to demonstrate the forgiveness there is in Jesus Christ. Thus he wrote,

				This saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance:"Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners"—and I am the worst of them. But I received mercy for this reason, so that in me, the worst of them, Christ Jesus might demonstrate His extraordinary patience as an example to those who would believe in Him for eternal life. (1Tm 1:15-16) 

				Reflection and Response

				How has God been able to use mistakes you've made to cause you to mature in your Christian life and to even be able to encourage others?

				

				

	

The Sacrifice of Isaac

				22 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him,"Abraham!"

				"Here I am," he answered.

				2 "Take your son," He said,"your only son Isaac, whom you love, go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a •burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about."

				3 So Abraham got up early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took with him two of his young men and his son Isaac. He split wood for a burnt offering and set out to go to the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men,"Stay here with the donkey. The boy and I will go over there to worship; then we'll come back to you." 6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac. In his hand he took the fire and the sacrificial knife, and the two of them walked on together.

				7 Then Isaac spoke to his father Abraham and said,"My father."

				And he replied,"Here I am, my son."

				Isaac said,"The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?"

				8 Abraham answered,"God Himself will provideef the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." Then the two of them walked on together.

				9 When they arrived at the place that God had told him about, Abraham built the altar there and arranged the wood. He bound his son Isaaceg and placed him on the altar on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out and took the knife to slaughter his son.

				11 But the Angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said,"Abraham, Abraham!"

				He replied,"Here I am."

				12 Then He said,"Do not lay a hand on the boy or do anything to him. For now I know that you •fear God, since you have not withheld your only son from Me." 13 Abraham looked up and saw a ram eh caught in the thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram and offered it as a burnt offering in place of his son. 14 And Abraham named that place The Lord Will Provide,ei so today it is said:"It will be providedej on the Lord's mountain."

				15 Then the Angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said,"By Myself I have sworn," this is the Lord's declaration:"Because you have done this thing and have not withheld your only son, ek 17 I will indeed bless you and make your •offspring as numerous as the stars of the sky and the sand on the seashore. Your offspring will possess the gates of their enemies. 18 And all the nations of the earth will be blessedel by your offspring because you have obeyed My command."

				19 Abraham went back to his young men, and they got up and went together to Beer-sheba. And Abraham settled in Beer-sheba.

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual Testing
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				#32 We should not be surprised when God allows unique tests to come into our lives to enable us to become more mature in our Christian experience.

				Abraham's test of faith was certainly unique in human history. As far as we know, God has never asked any other father to do what He asked Abraham to do. In fact, the laws that He later gave to Moses vehemently forbade human sacrifice (Lv 18:21).

				However, Abraham knew that Canaanite fathers actually did offer their firstborn offspring as a sacrifice. On the other hand, he knew this request contradicted God's promise to produce a great nation through Isaac (Gn 17:19). The author of Hebrews allows us to understand how Abraham resolved the tension he must have been feeling: 

				By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac. He received the promises and he was offering his unique son, the one it had been said about, Your seed will be traced through Isaac. He considered God to be able even to raise someone from the dead, and as an illustration, he received him back. (Heb 11:17-19) 

				For Abraham, this was the ultimate test—uniquely designed for a man who through faith became the"father of us all" (Rm 4:16). It also powerfully illustrates what God the Father did for all of us in sending His Son to be the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. At the cross, there was no turning back on God's part; there was no ram caught in the thicket that could replace the Son of God (Gn 22:13). Jesus had to die. Without that sacrifice, no man could be saved, not even Abraham and Isaac. 

				In certain situations, God still tests us, tailoring each examination to our special needs for spiritual growth. When this happens, let's not forget Abraham's ultimate test, but let's also remember the words of James:

				Consider it a great joy, my brothers, whenever you experience various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. But endurance must do its complete work, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking nothing. (Jms 1:2-4)  (See Jms #1:Persecution and Trials.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways has God tested you, and how has it helped you face difficult situations with greater faith and endurance?  (See Ex #9:Painful but Helpful Tests.)

				

				

	

Rebekah's Family

				20 Now after these things Abraham was told,"Milcah also has borne sons to your brother Nahor: 21 Uz his firstborn, his brother Buz, Kemuel the father of Aram, 22 Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel." 23 And Bethuel fathered Rebekah. Milcah bore these eight to Nahor, Abraham's brother. 24 His concubine, whose name was Reumah, also bore Tebah, Gaham, Tahash, and Maacah.

				

	

Sarah's Burial

				23 Now Sarah lived 127 years; these were all the years of her life. 2 Sarah died in Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan, and Abraham went to mourn for Sarah and to weep for her.

				3 Then Abraham got up from beside his dead wife and spoke to the Hittites:em 4 "I am a foreign resident among you. Give me a burial site among you so that I can bury my dead."en

				5 The Hittites replied to Abraham,eo 6 "Listen to us, lord.ep You are God's chosen oneeq among us. Bury your dead in our finest burial place.er None of us will withhold from you his burial place for burying your dead."

				7 Then Abraham rose and bowed down to the Hittites, the people of the land. 8 He said to them,"If you are willing for me to bury my dead, listen to me and ask Ephron son of Zohar on my behalf 9 to give me the cave of Machpelah that belongs to him; it is at the end of his field. Let him give it to me in your presence, for the full price, as a burial place."

				10 Ephron was sitting among the Hittites. So in the presencees of all the Hittites who came to the •gate of his city, Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham: 11 "No, my lord. Listen to me. I give you the field, and I give you the cave that is in it. I give it to you in the presenceet of my people. Bury your dead."

				12 Abraham bowed down to the people of the land 13 and said to Ephron in the presenceeu of the people of the land,"Please listen to me. Let me pay the price of the field. Accept it from me, and let me bury my dead there."

				14 Ephron answered Abraham and said to him, 15 "My lord, listen to me. Land worth 400 •shekels of silver — what is that between you and me? Bury your dead." 16 Abraham agreed with Ephron, and Abraham weighed out to Ephron the silver that he had agreed to in the presenceev of the Hittites: 400 shekels of silver at the current commercial rate. 17 So Ephron's field at Machpelah near Mamre — the field with its cave and all the trees anywhere within the boundaries of the field — became 18 Abraham's possession in the presence of all the Hittites who came to the gate of his city. 19 After this, Abraham buried his wife Sarah in the cave of the field at Machpelah near Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan. 20 The field with its cave passed from the Hittites to Abraham as a burial place.

				A Principle to Live By - Lifestyle Evangelism
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				#33 We should live godly lives before unbelievers in order to demonstrate that we are truly God's children.

				Abraham did not live a perfect life in Canaan. It took a lifetime for him to shed his pagan ways and to learn to walk with God. However, by the time Sarah died, the pagan Hittites were so impressed with his lifestyle and his relationship to Elohim that they wanted to provide, at no cost, one of their best burial sites for Sarah. 

				As Abraham grew in his faith, he knew he was an alien among the Canaanites. He was God's representative in this pagan culture. In the same way, all of us should take Peter's words seriously:

				Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and temporary residents to abstain from fleshly desires that war against you. Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that in a case where they speak against you as those who do what is evil, they will, by observing your good works, glorify God on the day of visitation. (1Pt 2:11-12)  (See 1Pt #5:A Holy People.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the most difficult challenges all of us face in living for Christ in a world that is becoming increasingly more hostile to biblical values?

				

				

	

A Wife for Isaac

				24 Abraham was now old, getting on in years,ew and the Lord had blessed him in everything. 2 Abraham said to his servant, the elder of his household who managed all he owned,"Place your hand under my thigh, 3 and I will have you swear by the Lord, God of heaven and God of earth, that you will not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites among whom I live, 4 but will go to my land and my family to take a wife for my son Isaac."

				5 The servant said to him,"Suppose the woman is unwilling to follow me to this land? Should I have your son go back to the land you came from?"

				6 Abraham answered him,"Make sure that you don't take my son back there. 7 The Lord, the God of heaven, who took me from my father's house and from my native land, who spoke to me and swore to me, 'I will give this land to your •offspring' — He will send His angel before you, and you can take a wife for my son from there. 8 If the woman is unwilling to follow you, then you are free from this oath to me, but don't let my son go back there." 9 So the servant placed his hand under his master Abraham's thigh and swore an oath to him concerning this matter.

				10 The servant took 10 of his master's camels and departed with all kinds of his master's goods in hand. Then he set out for Nahor's town Aram-naharaim. 11 He made the camels kneel beside a well of water outside the town at evening. This was the time when the women went out to draw water.

				12 "Lord, God of my master Abraham," he prayed,"give me success today, and show kindness to my master Abraham. 13 I am standing here at the spring where the daughters of the men of the town are coming out to draw water. 14 Let the girl to whom I say, 'Please lower your water jug so that I may drink,' and who responds, 'Drink, and I'll water your camels also' — let her be the one You have appointed for Your servant Isaac. By this I will know that You have shown kindness to my master."

				A Principle to Live By - Praying in God's Will

				#34 We are to pray consistently and specifically but always in harmony with God's revealed will in the Word of God. 

				[image: Getz0034.png]

				Before Abraham died, he charged his faithful servant to secure a wife for Isaac from his own extended family. Though the servant knew where to go, he had no idea how to find her, so he prayed very specifically for God to reveal who should become Isaac's wife. Even before he finished praying, his prayer was answered specifically and beautifully (vv. 15-21).

				Though God has given us unusual freedom to make choices in our lives, He still wants 
us to make these decisions within His revealed will. This is why it's so important to understand these powerful Principles to Live By. However, He has also decreed that prayer should play a very important part in applying these divine principles. 

				The apostle John helps us understand the process of prayer:

				Now this is the confidence we have before Him: Whenever we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears whatever we ask, we know that we have what we have asked Him for. (1Jn 5:14-15)  (See 1Jn #16:Effective Prayer.)

				On the other hand, James has informed us that at times we do not have because we"do not ask" (Jms 4:2). Furthermore, there are times when we"ask and don't receive" because we ask wrongly—namely, so we can meet our own selfish needs (Jms 4:3).

				God wants us to"pray constantly" (1Th 5:17), but He wants us to pray in harmony with His will for our lives. Thankfully, the Scriptures are filled with instructions regarding His will, enabling us to pray in harmony with His desires for us. 

				Reflection and Response

				Though God wants us to pray consistently and according to His will, what are some of the cautions we should take in asking God for specific signs to demonstrate His will?  (See Jdg #13:Determining God's Will.)

				

				15 Before he had finished speaking, there was Rebekah — daughter of Bethuel son of Milcah, the wife of Abraham's brother Nahor — coming with a jug on her shoulder. 16 Now the girl was very beautiful, a young woman who had not known a man intimately. She went down to the spring, filled her jug, and came up. 17 Then the servant ran to meet her and said,"Please let me have a little water from your jug."

				18 She replied,"Drink, my lord." She quickly lowered her jug to her hand and gave him a drink. 19 When she had finished giving him a drink, she said,"I'll also draw water for your camels until they have had enough to drink."ex 20 She quickly emptied her jug into the trough and hurried to the well again to draw water. She drew water for all his camels 21 while the man silently watched her to see whether or not the Lord had made his journey a success.

				22 After the camels had finished drinking, the man took a gold ring weighing half a •shekel, and for her wrists two bracelets weighing 10 shekels of gold. 23 "Whose daughter are you?" he asked."Please tell me, is there room in your father's house for us to spend the night?"

				24 She answered him,"I am the daughter of Bethuel son of Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor." 25 She also said to him,"We have plenty of straw and feed and a place to spend the night."

				26 Then the man bowed down, worshiped the Lord, 27 and said,"Praise the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who has not withheld His kindness and faithfulness from my master. As for me, the Lord has led me on the journey to the house of my master's relatives."

				A Principle to Live By - Being Thankful

				[image: Getz0035.png]

				#35 We are humbly to thank and praise God when He answers our prayers.

				When God answered Eliezer's prayer, he bowed before God, and later when he related his story to Rebekah's family he honored the Lord, not himself (vv. 42-49). Paul beautifully illustrated this praise principle in his own prayer life:

				Now to Him who is able to do above and beyond all that we ask or think according to the power that works in us—to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. (Eph 3:20-21) 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to forget to thank and praise God for answers to prayer, as well as His daily care and provisions?  (See Ps #21:A Prayer of Thanksgiving.)

				 

				

				28 The girl ran and told her mother's household about these things. 29 Now Rebekah had a brother named Laban, and Laban ran out to the man at the spring. 30 As soon as he had seen the ring and the bracelets on his sister's wrists, and when he had heard his sister Rebekah's words —"The man said this to me!" — he went to the man. He was standing there by the camels at the spring.

				31 Laban said,"Come, you who are blessed by the Lord. Why are you standing out here? I have prepared the house and a place for the camels." 32 So the man came to the house, and the camels were unloaded. Straw and feed were given to the camels, and water was brought to wash his feet and the feet of the men with him.

				33 A meal was set before him, but he said,"I will not eat until I have said what I have to say."

				So Laban said,"Please speak."

				34 "I am Abraham's servant," he said. 35 "The Lord has greatly blessed my master, and he has become rich. He has given him sheep and cattle, silver and gold, male and female slaves, and camels and donkeys. 36 Sarah, my master's wife, bore a son to my master in her ey old age, and he has given him everything he owns. 37 My master put me under this oath: 'You will not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites in whose land I live 38 but will go to my father's household and to my family to take a wife for my son.' 39 But I said to my master, 'Suppose the woman will not come back with me? ' 40 He said to me, 'The Lord before whom I have walked will send His angel with you and make your journey a success, and you will take a wife for my son from my family and from my father's household. 41 Then you will be free from my oath if you go to my family and they do not give her to you — you will be free from my oath.'

				42 "Today when I came to the spring, I prayed: Lord, God of my master Abraham, if only You will make my journey successful! 43 I am standing here at a spring. Let the virgin who comes out to draw water, and I say to her: Please let me drink a little water from your jug, 44 and who responds to me, 'Drink, and I'll draw water for your camels also' — let her be the woman the Lord has appointed for my master's son.

				45 "Before I had finished praying silently, there was Rebekah coming with her jug on her shoulder, and she went down to the spring and drew water. So I said to her: Please let me have a drink. 46 She quickly lowered her jug from her shoulder and said, 'Drink, and I'll water your camels also.' So I drank, and she also watered the camels. 47 Then I asked her: Whose daughter are you? She responded, 'The daughter of Bethuel son of Nahor, whom Milcah bore to him.' So I put the ring on her nose and the bracelets on her wrists. 48 Then I bowed down, worshiped the Lord, and praised the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who guided me on the right way to take the granddaughter of my master's brother for his son. 49 Now, if you are going to show kindness and faithfulness to my master, tell me; if not, tell me, and I will go elsewhere."ez  (Review Gn #34: Praying in God's Will)

				50 Laban and Bethuel answered,"This is from the Lord; we have no choice in the matter.fa 51 Rebekah is here in front of you. Take her and go, and let her be a wife for your master's son, just as the Lord has spoken."

				52 When Abraham's servant heard their words, he bowed to the ground before the Lord. 53 Then he brought out objects of silver and gold, and garments, and gave them to Rebekah. He also gave precious gifts to her brother and her mother. 54 Then he and the men with him ate and drank and spent the night.

				When they got up in the morning, he said,"Send me to my master."

				55 But her brother and mother said,"Let the girl stay with us for about 10 days.fb Then shefc can go."

				56 But he responded to them,"Do not delay me, since the Lord has made my journey a success. Send me away so that I may go to my master."

				57 So they said,"Let's call the girl and ask her opinion."fd

				58 They called Rebekah and said to her,"Will you go with this man?"

				She replied,"I will go." 59 So they sent away their sister Rebekah with the one who had nursed and raised her,fe and Abraham's servant and his men.

				60 They blessed Rebekah, saying to her:

				

				Our sister, may you become

				thousands upon ten thousands.

				May your offspring possess

				the gates of theirff enemies.

				

				61 Then Rebekah and her female servants got up, mounted the camels, and followed the man. So the servant took Rebekah and left.

				62 Now Isaac was returning from Beer-lahai-roi, for he was living in the •Negev region. 63 In the early evening Isaac went out to walkfg in the field, and looking up he saw camels coming. 64 Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she got down from her camel 65 and asked the servant,"Who is that man in the field coming to meet us?"

				The servant answered,"It is my master." So she took her veil and covered herself. 66 Then the servant told Isaac everything he had done.

				67 And Isaac brought her into the tent of his mother Sarah and took Rebekah to be his wife. Isaac loved her, and he was comforted after his mother's death.

				

	

Abraham's Other Wife and Sons

				25 Now Abraham had taken another wife, whose name was Keturah, 2 and she bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. 3 Jokshan fathered Sheba and Dedan. Dedan's sons were the Asshurim, Letushim, and Leummim. 4 And Midian's sons were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All these were sons of Keturah. 5 Abraham gave everything he owned to Isaac. 6 And Abraham gave gifts to the sons of his concubines, but while he was still alive he sent them eastward, away from his son Isaac, to the land of the East.

				

	

Abraham's Death

				7 This is the length of Abraham's life:fh 175 years. 8 He took his last breath and died at a ripe old age, old and contented, fi and he was gathered to his people. 9 His sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah near Mamre, in the field of Ephron son of Zohar the Hittite. 10 This was the field that Abraham bought from the Hittites. Abraham was buried there with his wife Sarah. 11 After Abraham's death, God blessed his son Isaac, who lived near Beer-lahai-roi.

				

	

Ishmael's Family Records

				12 These are the family records of Abraham's son Ishmael, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah's slave, bore to Abraham. 13 These are the names of Ishmael's sons; their names according to the family records are: Nebaioth, Ishmael's firstborn, then Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 14 Mishma, Dumah, Massa, 15 Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. 16 These are Ishmael's sons, and these are their names by their villages and encampments: 12 leadersfj of their clans.fk 17 This is the lengthfl of Ishmael's life: 137 years. He took his last breath and died, and was gathered to his people. 18 And they fm settled from Havilah to Shur, which is opposite Egypt as you go toward Asshur. He lived in opposition tofn all his brothers.

				

	

The Birth of Jacob and Esau

				19 These are the family records of Isaac son of Abraham. Abraham fathered Isaac. 20 Isaac was 40 years old when he took as his wife Rebekah daughter of Bethuel the Aramean from Paddan-aram and sister of Laban the Aramean. 21 Isaac prayed to the Lord on behalf of his wife because she was childless. The Lord heard his prayer, and his wife Rebekah conceived. 22 But the children inside her struggled with each other, and she said,"Why is this happening to me?"fo So she went to inquire of the Lord. 23 And the Lord said to her:

				

				Two nations are in your womb;

				two people will come from you and be separated.

				One people will be stronger than the other,

				and the older will serve the younger.

				

				24 When her time came to give birth, there were indeed twins in her womb. 25 The first one came out red-looking, covered with hair like a fur coat, and they named him Esau. 26 After this, his brother came out grasping Esau's heel with his hand. So he was named Jacob. Isaac was 60 years old when they were born.

				A Principle to Live By - Modeling Christ

				[image: Getz0036.png]

				#36 As husbands, we should be an example to our wives in living the Christian life.

				Isaac faced a predicament that was almost identical to the one faced by his father, Abraham. Rebekah was nearly 60 years old. From a human perspective, there was little hope that she was going to conceive.

				During these periods of anxiety and reflective moments regarding Rebekah's barrenness, Isaac did what his father had failed to do. He took the problem directly to the Lord who heard his prayer. Rebekah had likely observed Isaac praying to God regarding her barrenness, so when she faced questions regarding what was happening in her womb,"she went to inquire of the Lord" as well (v. 22). God answered her prayers by informing her that she was carrying twin boys. 

				The apostle Paul stated that"the husband is the head of the wife as also Christ is the head of the church" (Eph 5:23). Paul also made it clear that husbands are to love their wives"just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself for her" (Eph 5:25). This means that every Christian husband must become a humble servant to his wife, just as Christ became a humble servant to us all, not using His"equality with God as something to be used for His own advantage" (Php 2:6). Husbands are to be examples to their wives in all aspects of the Christian life—in prayer, in learning God's Word, and in manifesting the fruit of the Holy Spirit:"love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith, gentleness, self-control" (Gl 5:22-23).  (See Eph #14:Walking in Love and Submission.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it also very important that this principle be applied by fathers in relationship to their children?  (See 1Th #3:God's Household Model.)

				

				

	

Esau Sells His Birthright

				27 When the boys grew up, Esau became an expert hunter, an outdoorsman,fp but Jacob was a quiet man who stayed at home.fq 28 Isaac loved Esau because 
he had a taste for wild game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Parental Favoritism
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				#37 To be wise and mature parents, we must be on constant guard against Satan's tactics.

				A great beginning for Isaac and Rebekah didn't guarantee a great ending. As the years passed, they made a terrible mistake by showing favoritism. Isaac's love for Esau as an expert hunter dulled his ability to act fairly toward Jacob. 

				Rebekah's needs were more psychological. At some point in their relationship, Isaac may have neglected his wife's emotional needs. So her love for Jacob may have been fueled by his quiet nature and his desire to stay at home. Whatever the causes, Rebekah favored Jacob over Esau. 

				This parental favoritism only added to the problem that evidently existed between these two boys from birth.  (Review Gn #55: Generational Mistakes)

				James warned all believers against this kind of behavior:

				My brothers, do not show favoritism as you hold on to the faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ. . . . Indeed, if you keep the royal law prescribed in the Scripture, Love your neighbor as yourself, you are doing well. But if you show favoritism, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. (Jms 2:1,8-9) 

				Obviously, this kind of prejudicial behavior is destructive within biological families and the family of God. It results in jealousy and anger.  (Review Gn #7: Sinful Anger)

				Reflection and Response

				How can parents minister to each of their children's personal needs for love and attention and yet not show favoritism?

				

				

				

				29 Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field exhausted. 30 He said to Jacob,"Let me eat some of that red stuff, because I'm exhausted." That is why he was also named Edom.

				31 Jacob replied,"First sell me your birthright."

				

				32 "Look," said Esau,"I'm about to die, so what good is a birthright to me?"

				33 Jacob said,"Swear to me first." So he swore to Jacob and sold his birthright to him. 34 Then Jacob gave bread and lentil stew to Esau; he ate, drank, got up, and went away. So Esau despised his birthright.

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Selfish Attitudes and Actions
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				#38 We are never to take advantage of another person's weaknesses in order to achieve our own selfish goals.

				Sadly, Jacob exploited Esau's exhaustion and hunger to take his birthright. Even though God had planned that Jacob would be the promised seed and heir to carry out His divine plan, it did not give Jacob the right to take advantage of his brother's vulnerabilities. 

				This principle applies to every relationship in life—with our parents, our children, our friends, our neighbors, our employers, our employees, our pastors and spiritual leaders, our fellow church members, and those who do not know Jesus Christ. We must never cause another person to stumble and fall, especially in areas of vulnerability. Paul wrote, 

				Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for God's glory. Give no offense to the Jews or the Greeks or the church of God, just as I also try to please all people in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of many, so that they may be saved. Imitate me, as I also imitate Christ. (1Co 10:31–11:1) 

				Reflection and Response

				In what practical ways can we avoid exploiting others in order to achieve selfish goals? (See Lk 6:31.)

				

				

	

The Promise Reaffirmed to Isaac

				26 There was another famine in the land in addition to the one that had occurred in Abraham's time. And Isaac went to Abimelech, king of the Philistines, at Gerar. 2 The Lord appeared to him and said,"Do not go down to Egypt. Live in the land that I tell you about; 3 stay in this land as a foreigner, and I will be with you and bless you. For I will give all these lands to you and your •offspring, and I will confirm the oath that I swore to your father Abraham. 4 I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of the sky, I will give your offspring all these lands, and all the nations of the earth will be blessedfr by your offspring, 5 because Abraham listened to My voice and kept My mandate, My commands, My statutes, and My instructions." 6 So Isaac settled in Gerar.

				

	

Isaac's Deception

				7 When the men of the place asked about his wife, he said,"She is my sister," for he was afraid to say"my wife," thinking,"The men of the place will kill me on account of Rebekah, for she is a beautiful woman." 8 When Isaac had been there for some time, Abimelech king of the Philistines looked down from the window and was surprised to seefs Isaac caressing his wife Rebekah.

				9 Abimelech sent for Isaac and said,"So she is really your wife! How could you say, 'She is my sister'?"

				Isaac answered him,"Because I thought I might die on account of her."

				10 Then Abimelech said,"What is this you've done to us? One of the people could easily have slept with your wife, and you would have brought •guilt on us." 11 So Abimelech warned all the people with these words:"Whoever harms this man or his wife will certainly die." (Review Gn #16: Seeking-God's Wisdom.)

				

	

Conflicts over Wells

				12 Isaac sowed seed in that land, and in that year he reapedft a hundred times what was sown. The Lord blessed him, 13 and the man became rich and kept getting richer until he was very wealthy. 14 He had flocks of sheep, herds of cattle, and many slaves, and the Philistines were envious of him. 15 The Philistines stopped up all the wells that his father's slaves had dug in the days of his father Abraham, filling them with dirt. 16 And Abimelech said to Isaac,"Leave us, for you are much too powerful for us."fu

				17 So Isaac left there, camped in the Valley of Gerar, and lived there. 18 Isaac reopened the water wells that had been dug in the days of his father Abraham and that the Philistines had stopped up after Abraham died. He gave them the same names his father had given them. 19 Then Isaac's slaves dug in the valley and found a well of springfv water there. 20 But the herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Isaac's herdsmen and said,"The water is ours!" So he named the well Quarrelfw because they quarreled with him. 21 Then they dug another well and quarreled over that one also, so he named it Hostility.fx 22 He moved from there and dug another, and they did not quarrel over it. He named it Open Spacesfy and said,"For now the Lord has made room for us, and we will be fruitful in the land."

				

	

The Lord Appears to Isaac

				23 From there he went up to Beer-sheba, 24 and the Lord appeared to him that night and said,"I am the God of your father Abraham. Do not be afraid, for I am with you. I will bless you and multiply your offspring because of My servant Abraham."

				25 So he built an altar there, called on the name of •Yahweh, and pitched his tent there. Isaac's slaves also dug a well there.

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual Insensitivity
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				#39 We should continually develop our intimate relationship with God, not allowing our hearts to grow cold and insensitive toward our heavenly Father, our families, and our fellow believers.

				Even though Isaac failed as a father and spiritual leader, God continued to bless him and to protect him (vv. 12-16). He even appeared to Isaac, just as He had appeared to his father, Abraham, and assured him not to be afraid of his enemies (v. 24; see 15:1). 

				However, as the story of his life continued to unfold, Isaac began to fail in his relationship with God. He took advantage of God's grace and blessings and eventually suffered some serious consequences. 

				Reflecting on our own tendency as believers to allow unbelief and sin to impact our lives, the author of Hebrews drew on these Old Testament illustrations and warned us all:

				Watch out, brothers, so that there won't be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart that departs from the living God. But encourage each other daily, while it is still called today, so that none of you is hardened by sin's deception. (Heb 3:12-13)  (See Heb #6:Heart Evaluation.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we keep the process of time and the influence of the world from blurring and even obliterating our most significant memories of God's grace and blessings?

				

				

	

Covenant with Abimelech

				26 Now Abimelech came to him from Gerar with Ahuzzath his adviser and Phicol the commander of his army. 27 Isaac said to them,"Why have you come to me? You hated me and sent me away from you."

				28 They replied,"We have clearly seen how the Lord has been with you. We think there should be an oath between two parties — between us and you. Let us make a covenant with you: 29 You will not harm us, just as we have not harmed you but have only done what was good to you, sending you away in peace. You are now blessed by the Lord."

				30 So he prepared a banquet for them, and they ate and drank. 31 They got up early in the morning and swore an oath to each other.fz Then Isaac sent them on their way, and they left him in peace. 32 On that same day Isaac's slaves came to tell him about the well they had dug, saying to him,"We have found water!" 33 He called it Sheba.ga Therefore the name of the city is Beer-sheba to this day.

				

	

Esau's Wives

				34 When Esau was 40 years old, he took as his wives Judith daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Basemath daughter of Elon the Hittite. 35 They made life bittergb for Isaac and Rebekah.

				A Principle to Live By - Worldly Desires

				[image: Getz0040.png]

				#40 We are to pursue holiness, not allowing sinful desires to dominate and control our attitudes and actions.

				From birth, Esau's normal, natural, and God-created personality cried out for freedom and spontaneity. As he grew into manhood, he began to make wrong choices, as illustrated when he sold his birthright to Jacob (25:29-33). Eventually, he apparently gave in to his sexual desires.

				Centuries later, the New Testament author of Hebrews used him as a vivid illustration to drive home several important points regarding the way we should and should not live our Christian lives:

				Pursue peace with everyone, and holiness—without it no one will see the Lord. Make sure that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no root of bitterness springs up, causing trouble and by it, defiling many. And make sure that there isn't any immoral or irreverent person like Esau, who sold his birthright in exchange for one meal. (Heb 12:14-16) 

				Esau illustrates the person Jesus described in the parable of the sower as one who"hears the word about the kingdom and doesn't understand it" and"the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart" (Mt 13:19). 

				Reflection and Response

				Since all of us, even as Christians, have the potential to allow sinful desires to take control of our lives, how can we guard against this human tendency?  (See 1Co #22:Lessons from Scripture.)

				

				

	

The Stolen Blessing

				27 When Isaac was old and his eyes were so weak that he could not see, he called his older son Esau and said to him,"My son."

				And he answered,"Here I am."

				2 He said,"Look, I am old and do not know the day of my death. 3 Take your hunting gear, your quiver and bow, and go out in the field to hunt some game for me. 4 Then make me a delicious meal that I love and bring it to me to eat, so that I can bless you before I die."

				5 Now Rebekah was listening to what Isaac said to his son Esau. So while Esau went to the field to hunt some game to bring in, 6 Rebekah said to her son Jacob,"Listen! I heard your father talking with your brother Esau. He said, 7 'Bring me the game and make a delicious meal for me to eat so that I can bless you in the Lord's presence before I die.' 8 Now obey every order I give you, my son. 9 Go to the flock and bring me two choice young goats, and I will make them into a delicious meal for your father — the kind he loves. 10 Then take it to your father to eat so that he may bless you before he dies."

				11 Jacob answered Rebekah his mother,"Look, my brother Esau is a hairy man, but I am a man with smooth skin. 12 Suppose my father touches me. Then I will be revealed to him as a deceiver and bring a curse rather than a blessing on myself."

				13 His mother said to him,"Your curse be on me, my son. Just obey me and go get them for me."

				14 So he went and got the goats and brought them to his mother, and his mother made the delicious food his father loved. 15 Then Rebekah took the best clothes of her older son Esau, which were in the house, and had her younger son Jacob wear them. 16 She put the skins of the young goats on his hands and the smooth part of his neck. 17 Then she handed the delicious food and the bread she had made to her son Jacob.

				18 When he came to his father, he said,"My father."

				And he answered,"Here I am. Who are you, my son?"

				19 Jacob replied to his father,"I am Esau, your firstborn. I have done as you told me. Please sit up and eat some of my game so that you may bless me."

				20 But Isaac said to his son,"How did you ever find it so quickly, my son?"

				He replied,"Because the Lord your God worked it out for me."

				A Principle to Live By - Pure Motives
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				#41 We are to faithfully imitate Christ's love for us in order to avoid deceptive behavior in our relationships with one another.

				The ultimate sinful act we can commit when promoting a deceptive scheme is to claim that what we are doing is because of God's help and blessing. This is exactly what Jacob did, which can only be classified as evil (v. 20). 

				There was a series of sinful steps that led to this horrible deception: 

				1.	Both Isaac and Rebekah had shown favoritism over the years. 

				2.	Esau eventually became an"immoral" and"irreverent" man (Heb 12:16). 

				3.	Jacob had already become a deceiver when he stole Esau's birthright 
(Gn 25:29-34). 

				4.	Isaac and Rebekah had apparently allowed communication to break down between them.

				5.	Rebekah insisted that Jacob take part in the deception (27:11-13).

				In terms of pure motives, the apostle Paul set a wonderful standard for all believers in all relationships:

				For our exhortation didn't come from error or impurity or an intent to deceive. Instead, just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to please men, but rather God, who examines our hearts. For we never used flattering speech, as you know, or had greedy motives—God is our witness—and we didn't seek glory from people, either from you or from others. (1Th 2:3-6; see also Eph 5:1-2.) 

				Reflection and Response

				In light of our own needs and legitimate interests, how can we keep our motives pure in our relationships with others?  (See Php #6:Imitating Christ.)

				

				21 Then Isaac said to Jacob,"Please come closer so I can touch you, my son. Are you really my son Esau or not?"

				22 So Jacob came closer to his father Isaac. When he touched him, he said,"The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the hands of Esau." 23 He did not recognize him, because his hands were hairy like those of his brother Esau; so he blessed him. 24 Again he asked,"Are you really my son Esau?"

				And he replied,"I am."

				25 Then he said,"Serve me, and let me eat some of my son's game so that I can bless you." Jacob brought it to him, and he ate; he brought him wine, and he drank.

				26 Then his father Isaac said to him,"Please come closer and kiss me, my son." 27 So he came closer and kissed him. When Isaac smelledgc his clothes, he blessed him and said:

				

				Ah, the smell of my son

				is like the smell of a field

				that the Lord has blessed.

				28 May God give to you —

				from the dew of the sky

				and from the richness of the land —

				an abundance of grain and new wine.

				29 May peoples serve you

				and nations bow down to you.

				Be master over your brothers;

				may your mother's sons bow down to you.

				Those who curse you will be cursed,

				and those who bless you will be blessed.

				

				30 As soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob and Jacob had left the presence of his father Isaac, his brother Esau arrived from the hunt. 31 He had also made some delicious food and brought it to his father. Then he said to his father,"Let my father get up and eat some of his son's game, so that you may bless me."

				32 But his father Isaac said to him,"Who are you?"

				He answered,"I am Esau your firstborn son."

				33 Isaac began to tremble uncontrollably."Who was it then," he said,"who hunted game and brought it to me? I ate it all before you came in, and I blessed him. Indeed, he will be blessed!"

				34 When Esau heard his father's words, he cried out with a loud and bitter cry and said to his father,"Bless me too, my father!"

				35 But he replied,"Your brother came deceitfully and took your blessing."

				36 So he said,"Isn't he rightly named Jacob? For he has cheated me twice now. He took my birthright, and look, now he has taken my blessing." Then he asked,"Haven't you saved a blessing for me?"

				37 But Isaac answered Esau:"Look, I have made him a master over you, have given him all of his relatives as his servants, and have sustained him with grain and new wine. What then can I do for you, my son?"

				38 Esau said to his father,"Do you only have one blessing, my father? Bless me too, my father!" And Esau wept loudly.gd

				39 Then his father Isaac answered him:

				

				Look, your dwelling place will be

				away from the richness of the land,

				away from the dew of the sky above.

				40 You will live by your sword,

				and you will serve your brother.

				But when you rebel,ge

				you will break his yoke from your neck.

				

	

Esau's Anger

				41 Esau held a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had given him. And Esau determined in his heart:"The days of mourning for my father are approaching; then I will kill my brother Jacob."

				42 When the words of her older son Esau were reported to Rebekah, she summoned her younger son Jacob and said to him,"Listen, your brother Esau is consoling himself by planning to kill you. 43 So now, my son, listen to me. Flee at once to my brother Laban in Haran, 44 and stay with him for a few days until your brother's anger subsides — 45 until your brother's rage turns away from you and he forgets what you have done to him. Then I will send for you and bring you back from there. Why should I lose you both in one day?"  (Review Gn #7: Sinful Anger)

				46 So Rebekah said to Isaac,"I'm sick of my life because of these Hittite women. If Jacob marries a Hittite woman like one of them,gf what good is my life?"

				

	

Jacob's Departure

				28 Isaac summoned Jacob, blessed him, and commanded him:"Don't take a wife from the Canaanite women. 2 Go at once to Paddan-aram, to the house of Bethuel, your mother's father. Marry one of the daughters of Laban, your mother's brother. 3 May •God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful and multiply you so that you become an assembly of peoples. 4 May God give you and your •offspring the blessing of Abraham so that you may possess the land where you live as a foreigner, the land God gave to Abraham." 5 So Isaac sent Jacob to Paddan-aram, to Laban son of Bethuel the Aramean, the brother of Rebekah, the mother of Jacob and Esau.

				6 Esau noticed that Isaac blessed Jacob and sent him to Paddan-aram to get a wife there. When he blessed him, Isaac commanded Jacob,"Do not marry a Canaanite woman." 7 And Jacob listened to his father and mother and went to Paddan-aram. 8 Esau realized that his father Isaac disapproved of the Canaanite women, 9 so Esau went to Ishmael and married, in addition to his other wives, Mahalath daughter of Ishmael, Abraham's son. She was the sister of Nebaioth.

				A Principle to Live By - Making Proper Decisions
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				#42 We should first and foremost make decisions to please God, not to ingratiate ourselves with others for purely selfish reasons.

				This is a sad commentary on Esau's personal decisions and his motivation. He had already married two Hittite women who"made life bitter for Isaac and Rebekah" (26:34-35). He apparently overheard his mother state that she despised Hittite women and his father tell Jacob to marry someone from their own family (27:46; 28:2). He thought he could appease both of his parents by marrying a third wife—Ishmael's daughter. His motives were clearly to ingratiate himself and to win his parent's approval. Unfortunately, he was not concerned about pleasing God.

				It's not wrong to want to please our parents, our spiritual leaders, our brothers and sisters in Christ, and other important people in our lives. In fact, as Christians, we are to"pursue peace with everyone" (Heb 12:14). However, if we are motivated by personal acceptance and selfish goals rather than God's approval, we are headed for serious disappointment.

				The apostle Paul learned this lesson early in his Christian life. Listen to his words to the Galatians:

				For am I now trying to win the favor of people, or God? Or am I striving to please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a slave of Christ. (Gl 1:10) 

				Fortunately, when we strive to please God, in most instances we'll also be able to please others—even those who may not agree with us. There will be times, of course, when it's impossible to please both God and others. In those instances, we must always do what pleases our heavenly Father. 

				Reflection and Response

				When we can't please both God and people, what can we do to resolve this tension in the most Christlike way possible? (See Rm 12:18; Ac 5:29.)  (See Gl #10:Life in the Spirit.)

				

				

	

Jacob at Bethel

				10 Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. 11 He reached a certain place and spent the night there because the sun had set. He took one of the stones from the place, put it there at his head, and lay down in that place. 12 And he dreamed: A stairway was set on the ground with its top reaching heaven, and God's angels were going up and down on it. 13 •Yahweh was standing there beside him,gg saying,"I am Yahweh, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your offspring the land that you are now sleeping on. 14 Your offspring will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out toward the west, the east, the north, and the south. All the peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. 15 Look, I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go. I will bring you back to this land, for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you."

				16 When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he said,"Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it." 17 He was afraid and said,"What an awesome place this is! This is none other than the house of God. This is the gate of heaven."

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - A Born-Again Experience
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				#43 Even if we have been reared in a Christian family, we should make sure our relationship with God is personal. 

				It appears this was Jacob's personal conversion experience, just as his grandfather Abraham had a personal encounter with God one starry night when he"believed the Lord, and He credited it to him as righteousness" (15:6). It was not enough for Jacob to be a child of promise and to be reared in a religious environment. He needed to experience God's redemptive grace in his heart before he could carry out the plans God had designed for him before the foundation of the world. 

				In the New Testament, when Philip invited Nathaniel to meet Jesus, Nathaniel had never met the Savior. As Nathaniel approached Jesus, the Lord called out to him,"Here is a true Israelite; no deceit is in him" (Jn 1:47). Nathaniel was stunned."How do you know me?" he asked (Jn 1:48). 

				Jesus' response shocked Nathaniel even more when He told him that He had seen him under a fig tree. At that point, Nathaniel blurted out,"You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!" (Jn 1:49). 

				To understand Nathaniel's instant response to a man he had never met, we need to compare this dialogue with Jacob's vision that night at Bethel. Jacob had seen a stairway where"God's angels were going up and down on it" (Gn 28:12). Nathaniel evidently was meditating on this Old Testament story and probably was amazed that God would reveal Himself to such a deceitful man like Jacob. So when Jesus identified Nathaniel as"a true Israelite" and that"no deceit [was] in him" (Jn 1:47), he immediately knew that Jesus was reading his mind. He concluded that Jesus Christ was indeed the Son of God.

				Jesus then proceeded to affirm this conclusion in Nathaniel's mind when He said,

				"Do you believe only because I told you I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than this." Then He said,"I assure you: You will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man." (Jn 1:50-51) 

				Jesus was revealing to Nathaniel that the"stairway" Jacob saw reaching from earth to heaven (Gn 28:12) was actually the seed of Abraham that would become a blessing to the whole world—Christ Himself. Jacob's testimony that he recognized the"stairway" as being"the gate of heaven" (v. 17) also correlates with Jesus as"the way, the truth, and the life" and the only way to the Father (Jn 14:6). 

				Jacob responded in faith to an experience that looked forward to the coming of the Messiah, the promised seed of Abraham. He too believed God and it was counted to him as righteousness. At that moment, he was justified by faith and became a member of God's spiritual family.  (See Mt #31:God's Spiritual Family.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to explain to children who are reared in Christian homes that they must have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ in order to be saved?  (Review Gn #22: Justified by Faith)

				

				18 Early in the morning Jacob took the stone that was near his head and set it up as a marker. He poured oil on top of it 19 and named the place Bethel, though previously the city was named Luz. 20 Then Jacob made a vow:"If God will be with me and watch over me on this journey, if He provides me with food to eat and clothing to wear, 21 and if I return safely to my father's house, then the Lord will be my God. 22 This stone that I have set up as a marker will be God's house, and I will give to You a tenth of all that You give me."

				A Principle to Live By - Faith and Works

				[image: Getz0044.png]

				#44 We are to test the reality of our relationship with God by the good works that result. 

				Following Jacob's dream, he expressed true heart change immediately. As soon as it became daylight, the stone on which he had laid his head became an altar. The oil he poured on the stone was a specific offering to God. Jacob then made his true relationship with God evident with a vow. It may appear that his response was conditional, but in essence he was saying,"I have nothing. I can only give if God provides. And when He does, I will fulfill my commitment." 

				Jacob's vow involved two expressions of his new faith experience. First, he would always worship God at Bethel. Second, and most tangible, he committed to giving God a tenth (or a tithe) of all that God gave him. This is what his grandfather Abraham did, even before his personal conversion experience (14:17-20).

				Eventually, tithing became a requirement in Israel. However, before the law was given, they were freely responding to God's grace in their lives.  (See Mt #14:Honoring God.)

				In his letter to the Ephesians, the apostle Paul explained what happened to Jacob—indeed, what happens to all true believers. We are saved through faith and not by works; salvation is God's gift (Eph 2:8-9). However, once we become true believers, we are"created in Christ Jesus for good works" (Eph 2:10). 

				Though Jacob had a long way to go in his new relationship with God and many lessons to learn before he developed godly character, he began with a commitment to worship God always and to demonstrate that worship by giving God a portion of his material possessions.  (See Eph #4:God's Gift.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is giving material possessions to God listed as one of the first good works that should result in our lives when we are saved by grace through faith?  (See Mt #15:Eternal Treasures.)

				

				

	

Jacob Meets Rachel

				29 Jacob resumed his journeygh and went to the eastern country.gi 2 He looked and saw a well in a field. Three flocks of sheep were lying there beside it because the sheep were watered from this well. A large stone covered the opening of the well. 3 When all the flocks gj were gathered there, the shepherds would roll the stone from the opening of the well and water the sheep. The stone was then placed back on the well's opening.

				4 Jacob asked the men at the well,"My brothers! Where are you from?"

				"We're from Haran," they answered.

				5 "Do you know Laban grandson of Nahor?" Jacob asked them.

				They answered,"We know him."

				6 "Is he well?" Jacob asked.

				"Yes," they said,"and here is his daughter Rachel, coming with his sheep."

				7 Then Jacob said,"Look, it is still broad daylight. It's not time for the animals to be gathered. Water the flock, then go out and let them graze."

				8 But they replied,"We can't until all the flocks have been gathered and the stone is rolled from the well's opening. Then we will water the sheep."

				9 While he was still speaking with them, Rachel came with her father's sheep, for she was a shepherdess. 10 As soon as Jacob saw his uncle Laban's daughter Rachel with his sheep,gk he went up and rolled the stone from the opening and watered his uncle Laban's sheep. 11 Then Jacob kissed Rachel and wept loudly.gl 12 He told Rachel that he was her father's relative, Rebekah's son. She ran and told her father.

				

	

Jacob Deceived

				13 When Laban heard the news about his sister's son Jacob, he ran to meet him, hugged him, and kissed him. Then he took him to his house, and Jacob told him all that had happened.

				14 Laban said to him,"Yes, you are my own flesh and blood."gm

				After Jacob had stayed with him a month, 15 Laban said to him,"Just because you're my relative, should you work for me for nothing? Tell me what your wages should be."

				16 Now Laban had two daughters: the older was named Leah, and the younger was named Rachel. 17 Leah had ordinarygn eyes, but Rachel was shapely and beautiful. 18 Jacob loved Rachel, so he answered Laban,"I'll work for you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel."

				19 Laban replied,"Better that I give her to you than to some other man. Stay with me." 20 So Jacob worked seven years for Rachel, and they seemed like only a few days to him because of his love for her.

				A Principle to Live By - Carnal Behaviors
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				#45 Even when we become true believers, we should be on guard against old patterns of sinful behavior that tend to persist.

				After Jacob's conversion experience, in many respects it was very easy to revert to an old pattern of manipulation. He must have known it was the custom in this culture that the father always gave his oldest daughter in marriage first. Since Rachel was the youngest, he devised a plan to manipulate the circumstances. He noticed Laban's materialistic interests, so he strategized to convince his uncle to ignore the marriage custom. Unfortunately, he did not consult the awesome God he had come to know at Bethel. He simply regressed to an old sin pattern. Taking control, he said,"I'll work for you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel" (v. 18). Jacob's scheme worked. Laban was more motivated by greed than social customs. In his mind, he knew that seven years of labor would calculate into an enormous sum of money. 

				Today as Christians, even though we're saved, we can still revert to old patterns of sinful behavior. Paul addressed this issue when he wrote to the Corinthians who were saved but were still living as if they were not:

				Brothers, I was not able to speak to you as spiritual people but as people of the flesh, as babies in Christ. I gave you milk to drink, not solid food, because you were not yet ready for it. In fact, you are still not ready, because you are still fleshly. For since there is envy and strife among you, are you not fleshly and living like unbelievers? (1Co 3:1-3)  (See 1Co #7:Becoming Like Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the specific reasons it's easy for Christians to revert to old sin patterns in their lives?  
(Review Gn #23: Cultural Influences)

				

				21 Then Jacob said to Laban,"Give me my wife, for my time is completed. I want to sleep withgo her." 22 So Laban invited all the men of the place to a feast. 23 That evening, Laban took his daughter Leah and gave her to Jacob, and he slept with her. 24 And Laban gave his slave Zilpah to his daughter Leah as her slave.

				25 When morning came, there was Leah! So he said to Laban,"What is this you have done to me? Wasn't it for Rachel that I worked for you? Why have you deceived me?"

				26 Laban answered,"It is not the custom in this place to give the younger daughter in marriage before the firstborn. 27 Complete this week of wedding celebration, and we will also give you this younger one in return for working yet another seven years for me."

				28 And Jacob did just that. He finished the week of celebration, and Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as his wife. 29 And Laban gave his slave Bilhah to his daughter Rachel as her slave. 30 Jacob slept with Rachel also, and indeed, he loved Rachel more than Leah. And he worked for Laban another seven years.

				A Principle to Live By - Sin Patterns

				#46 When we sin against someone and do not seek forgiveness, we should not be surprised if someone sins against us in a similar fashion.
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				The Hebrew word translated"deceived" or"beguiled" that Jacob used in confronting Laban is basically the same word his brother Esau used when he cried out in anguish and pain,"Isn't he rightly named Jacob?" (27:36). What irony! Jacob was experiencing the very sin he had committed against his brother. Though Laban's behavior was cruel and heartless, God allowed it in Jacob's life to give him a picture of himself. 

				It should not surprise us that Satan's strategy has been and always will be to capitalize 
on old sin patterns, particularly in the area of deception. Jesus said that Satan is the father of deception (Jn 8:44). Jesus preceded this comment by telling His disciples,"the truth will set you free" (Jn 8:32). This is why Paul also exhorted the Ephesians,"Stand, therefore, with truth like a belt around your waist" (Eph 6:14). This is the beginning point in defeating Satan.  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				Reflection and Response

				Can you recall an experience when someone's sin against you actually served as a verbal and visual reminder of what you had done to someone else? 

				

				

	

Jacob's Sons

				31 When the Lord saw that Leah was unloved, He opened her womb; but Rachel was unable to conceive. 32 Leah conceived, gave birth to a son, and named him Reuben, for she said,"The Lord has seen my affliction; surely my husband will love me now."

				33 She conceived again, gave birth to a son, and said,"The Lord heard that I am unloved and has given me this son also." So she named him Simeon.

				34 She conceived again, gave birth to a son, and said,"At last, my husband will become attached to me because I have borne three sons for him." Therefore he was named Levi.

				35 And she conceived again, gave birth to a son, and said,"This time I will praise the Lord." Therefore she named him Judah. Then Leah stopped having children.

				30 When Rachel saw that she was not bearing Jacob any children, she envied her sister."Give me sons, or I will die!" she said to Jacob.

				2 Jacob became angry with Rachel and said,"Am I in God's place, who has withheld childrengp from you?"

				3 Then she said,"Here is my slave Bilhah. Go sleep with her, and she'll bear children for megq so that through her I too can build a family." 4 So Rachel gave her slave Bilhah to Jacob as a wife, and he slept with her. 5 Bilhah conceived and bore Jacob a son. 6 Rachel said,"God has vindicated me; yes, He has heard me and given me a son," and she named him Dan.

				7 Rachel's slave Bilhah conceived again and bore Jacob a second son. 8 Rachel said,"In my wrestlings with God,gr I have wrestled with my sister and won," and she named him Naphtali.

				9 When Leah saw that she had stopped having children, she took her slave Zilpah and gave her to Jacob as a wife. 10 Leah's slave Zilpah bore Jacob a son. 11 Then Leah said,"What good fortune!" gs and she named him Gad.

				12 When Leah's slave Zilpah bore Jacob a second son, 13 Leah said,"I am happy that the women call me happy," so she named him Asher.

				14 Reuben went out during the wheat harvest and found some mandrakes in the field. When he brought them to his mother Leah, Rachel asked,"Please give me some of your son's mandrakes."

				15 But Leah replied to her,"Isn't it enough that you have taken my husband? Now you also want to take my son's mandrakes?"

				"Well," Rachel said,"you can sleep with him tonight in exchange for your son's mandrakes."

				16 When Jacob came in from the field that evening, Leah went out to meet him and said,"You must come with me, for I have hired you with my son's mandrakes." So Jacob slept with her that night.

				17 God listened to Leah, and she conceived and bore Jacob a fifth son. 18 Leah said,"God has rewarded me for giving my slave to my husband," and she named him Issachar.

				19 Then Leah conceived again and bore Jacob a sixth son. 20 "God has given me a good gift," Leah said."This time my husband will honor me because I have borne six sons for him," and she named him Zebulun. 21 Later, Leah bore a daughter and named her Dinah.

				22 Then God remembered Rachel. He listened to her and opened her womb. 23 She conceived and bore a son, and said,"God has taken away my shame." 24 She named him Joseph:"May the Lord add another son to me."

				A Principle to Live By - God's Moral Laws

				#47 We must obey God's moral laws if we are to avoid family dysfunction in marriage relationships. 
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				Laban's deception set the stage for favoritism, jealousy, competition, and lack of trust; all of which led to enormous unhappiness, tension, and anger. Jacob was living with a woman he didn't love and would be tempted to displace his anger toward Laban onto Leah. Every day when he faced a new day of work, he would naturally be reminded that in order to have Rachel as his wife, Laban had forced him into another seven-year obligation.

				Besides polygamy, there are many other social relationships that violate God's will and lead to negative results. Premarital sex, unwanted pregnancies, living together outside of marriage, multiple partners, marital unfaithfulness, and same sex unions all create devastating results in people's lives. Children 
are the most unfortunate victims. Sadly, they often grow up to repeat the same sinful patterns and experience more painful consequences. 

				We must constantly remind ourselves of God's original plan:

				And the man said: This one, at last, is bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh; this one will be called"woman," for she was taken from man. This is why a man leaves his father and mother and bonds with his wife, and they become one flesh. (Gn 2:23-24; see also Mt 19:4-6; Eph 5:22-32.)  
(Review Gn #8: Moral Purity)

				Reflection and Response

				When we violate God's moral laws, why are the ultimate consequences so often extremely devastating? 
(See 1Co 6:18.)  (See Rm #3:Sin's Devastating Results.)

				

				

	

Jacob's Flocks Multiply

				25 After Rachel gave birth to Joseph, Jacob said to Laban,"Send me on my way so that I can return to my homeland. 26 Give me my wives and my children that I have worked for, and let me go. You know how hard I have worked for you."

				27 But Laban said to him,"If I have found favor in your sight, stay. I have learned by •divination that the Lord has blessed me because of you." 28 Then Laban said,"Name your wages, and I will pay them."

				29 So Jacob said to him,"You know what I have done for you and your herds. 30 For you had very little before I came, but now your wealth has increased. The Lord has blessed you because of me. And now, when will I also do something for my own family?"

				31 Laban asked,"What should I give you?"

				And Jacob said,"You don't need to give me anything. If you do this one thing for me, I will continue to shepherd and keep your flock. 32 Let me go through all your sheep today and remove every sheep that is speckled or spotted, every dark-colored sheep among the lambs, and the spotted and speckled among the female goats. Such will be my wages. 33 In the future when you come to check on my wages, my honesty will testify for me. If I have any female goats that are not speckled or spotted, or any lambs that are not black, they will be considered stolen."

				34 "Good," said Laban."Let it be as you have said."

				35 That day Laban removed the streaked and spotted male goats and all the speckled and spotted female goats — every one that had any white on it — and every dark-colored one among the lambs, and he placed his sons in charge of them. 36 He put a three-day journey between himself and Jacob. Jacob, meanwhile, was shepherding the rest of Laban's flock.

				37 Jacob then took branches of fresh poplar, almond, and plane wood, and peeled the bark, exposing white stripes on the branches. 38 He set the peeled branches in the troughs in front of the sheep — in the water channels where the sheep came to drink. And the sheep bred when they came to drink. 39 The flocks bred in front of the branches and bore streaked, speckled, and spotted young. 40 Jacob separated the lambs and made the flocks face the streaked and the completely dark sheep in Laban's flocks. Then he set his own stock apart and didn't put them with Laban's sheep.

				41 Whenever the stronger of the flock were breeding, Jacob placed the branches in the troughs, in full view of the flocks, and they would breed in front of the branches. 42 As for the weaklings of the flocks, he did not put out the branches. So it turned out that the weak sheep belonged to Laban and the stronger ones to Jacob. 43 And the man became very rich.gt He had many flocks, male and female slaves, and camels and donkeys.

				

	

Jacob Separates from Laban

				31 Now Jacob heard what Laban's sons were saying:"Jacob has taken all that was our father's and has built this wealth from what belonged to our father." 2 And Jacob saw from Laban's face that his attitude toward him was not the same.

				3 Then the Lord said to him,"Go back to the land of your fathers and to your family, and I will be with you."

				4 Jacob had Rachel and Leah called to the field where his flocks were. 5 He said to them,"I can see from your father's face that his attitude toward me is not the same, but the God of my father has been with me. 6 You know that I've worked hardgu for your father 7 and that he has cheated me and changed my wages 10 times. But God has not let him harm me. 8 If he said, 'The spotted sheep will be your wages,' then all the sheep were born spotted. If he said, 'The streaked sheep will be your wages,' then all the sheep were born streaked. 9 God has taken away your father's herds and given them to me.

				10 "When the flocks were breeding, I saw in a dream that the streaked, spotted, and speckled males were mating with the females. 11 In that dream the Angel of God said to me, 'Jacob! ' and I said, 'Here I am.' 12 And He said, 'Look up and see: all the males that are mating with the flocks are streaked, spotted, and speckled, for I have seen all that Laban has been doing to you. 13 I am the God of Bethel, where you poured oil on the stone marker and made a solemn vow to Me. Get up, leave this land, and return to your native land.'"

				14 Then Rachel and Leah answered him,"Do we have any portion or inheritance in our father's household? 15 Are we not regarded by him as outsiders? For he has sold us and has certainly spent our money. 16 In fact, all the wealth that God has taken away from our father belongs to us and to our children. So do whatever God has said to you."

				17 Then Jacob got up and put his children and wives on the camels. 18 He took all the livestock and possessions he had acquired in Paddan-aram, and he drove his herds to go to the land of his father Isaac in Canaan. 19 When Laban had gone to shear his sheep, Rachel stole her father's household idols. 20 And Jacob deceivedgv Laban the Aramean, not telling him that he was fleeing. 21 He fled with all his possessions, crossed the Euphrates, and headed forgw the hill country of Gilead.

				

	

Laban Overtakes Jacob

				22 On the third day Laban was told that Jacob had fled. 23 So he took his relatives with him, pursued Jacob for seven days, and overtook him at Mount Gilead. 24 But God came to Laban the Aramean in a dream at night."Watch yourself!" God warned him."Don't say anything to Jacob, either good or bad."

				25 When Laban overtook Jacob, Jacob had pitched his tent in the hill country, and Laban and his brothers also pitched their tents in the hill country of Gilead. 26 Then Laban said to Jacob,"What have you done? You have deceived me and taken my daughters away like prisoners of war! 27 Why did you secretly flee from me, deceive me, and not tell me? I would have sent you away with joy and singing, with tambourines and lyres, 28 but you didn't even let me kiss my grandchildren and my daughters. You have acted foolishly. 29 I could do you great harm, but last night the God of your father said to me: 'Watch yourself. Don't say anything to Jacob, either good or bad.' 30 Now you have gone off because you long for your father — but why have you stolen my gods?"

				31 Jacob answered,"I was afraid, for I thought you would take your daughters from me by force. 32 If you find your gods with anyone here, he will not live! Before our relatives, point out anything that is yours and take it." Jacob did not know that Rachel had stolen the idols.

				A Principle to Live By - Faith versus Fear
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				#48 To experience God's power and protection, we should exercise faith, not fear and manipulation. 

				Jacob could have trusted God and communicated directly with Laban what God said, rather than escaping surreptitiously (vv. 3,20). If God could change Pharoah's heart toward Abraham, He certainly could have changed Laban's heart toward Jacob. And if Laban had threatened Jacob, God could have stepped in and warned Laban with the same dream he later used to protect Jacob (vv. 24,29).

				At times, we miss opportunities in our lives to allow God to intervene on our behalf and to demonstrate, to people who desperately need Him, who He is. Fear is often the culprit that keeps us from trusting God (v. 31).  (Review Gn #16: Seeking-God's Wisdom)

				Don't misunderstand. God doesn't want us to set ourselves up for failure because of some foolish decision. He wants us to trust Him in circumstances that may provide unusual opportunities to demonstrate His care and concern. 

				When Paul was facing death in a Roman prison, he wrote to Timothy—a young man who was easily intimidated—and said,

				For God has not given us a spirit of fearfulness, but one of power, love, and sound judgment. (2Tm 1:7)  
(See 1Sm #33:The Power of Fear.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we discern between fear that is keeping us from making foolish decisions and fear that keeps us from trusting God and allowing Him to demonstrate His power and protection?

				

				33 So Laban went into Jacob's tent, then Leah's tent, and then the tents of the two female slaves, but he found nothing. Then he left Leah's tent and entered Rachel's. 34 Now Rachel had taken Laban's household idols, put them in the saddlebag of the camel, and sat on them. Laban searched the whole tent but found nothing.

				35 She said to her father,"Sir, don't be angry that I cannot stand up in your presence; I am having my period." So Laban searched, but could not find the household idols.

				

	

Jacob's Covenant with Laban

				36 Then Jacob became incensed and brought charges against Laban."What is my crime?" he said to Laban."What is my sin, that you have pursued me? 37 You've searched all my possessions! Have you found anything of yours? Put it here before my relatives and yours, and let them decide between the two of us. 38 I've been with you these 20 years. Your ewes and female goats have not miscarried, and I have not eaten the rams from your flock. 39 I did not bring you any of the flock torn by wild beasts; I myself bore the loss. You demanded payment from me for what was stolen by day or by night. 40 There I was — the heat consumed me by day and the frost by night, and sleep fled from my eyes. 41 For 20 years I have worked in your household — 14 years for your two daughters and six years for your flocks — and you have changed my wages 10 times! 42 If the God of my father, the God of Abraham, the Fear of Isaac, had not been with me, certainly now you would have sent me off empty-handed. But God has seen my affliction and my hard work,gx and He issued His verdict last night."

				43 Then Laban answered Jacob,"The daughters are my daughters; the sons, my sons; and the flocks, my flocks! Everything you see is mine! But what can I do today for these daughters of mine or for the children they have borne? 44 Come now, let's make a covenant, you and I. Let it be a witness between the two of us."

				45 So Jacob picked out a stone and set it up as a marker. 46 Then Jacob said to his relatives,"Gather stones." And they took stones and made a mound, then ate there by the mound. 47 Laban named the mound Jegar-sahadutha, but Jacob named it Galeed.

				48 Then Laban said,"This mound is a witness between you and me today." Therefore the place was called Galeed 49 and also Mizpah, for he said,"May the Lord watch between you and me when we are out of each other's sight. 50 If you mistreat my daughters or take other wives, though no one is with us, understand that God will be a witness between you and me." 51 Laban also said to Jacob,"Look at this mound and the marker I have set up between you and me. 52 This mound is a witness and the marker is a witness that I will not pass beyond this mound to you, and you will not pass beyond this mound and this marker to do me harm. 53 The God of Abraham, and the gods of Nahor — the gods of their father gy — will judge between us." And Jacob swore by the Fear of his father Isaac. 54 Then Jacob offered a sacrifice on the mountain and invited his relatives to eat a meal. So they ate a meal and spent the night on the mountain. 55 gz Laban got up early in the morning, kissed his grandchildren and daughters, and blessed them. Then Laban left to return home.

				

	

Preparing to Meet Esau

				32 Jacob went on his way, and God's angels met him. 2 When he saw them, Jacob said,"This is God's camp." So he called that place Mahanaim.

				3 Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau in the land of Seir, the country of Edom. 4 He commanded them,"You are to say to my lord Esau, 'This is what your servant Jacob says. I have been staying with Laban and have been delayed until now. 5 I have oxen, donkeys, flocks, male and female slaves. I have sent this message to inform my lord, in order to seek your favor.'"

				6 When the messengers returned to Jacob, they said,"We went to your brother Esau; he is coming to meet you — and he has 400 men with him." 7 Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed; he divided the people with him into two camps, along with the flocks, cattle, and camels. 8 He thought,"If Esau comes to one camp and attacks it, the remaining one can escape."

				9 Then Jacob said,"God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, the Lord who said to me, 'Go back to your land and to your family, and I will cause you to prosper,' 10 I am unworthy of all the kindness and faithfulness You have shown Your servant. Indeed, I crossed over this Jordan with my staff, and now I have become two camps. 11 Please rescue me from the hand of my brother Esau, for I am afraid of him; otherwise, he may come and attack me, the mothers, and their children. 12 You have said, 'I will cause you to prosper, and I will make your •offspring like the sand of the sea, which cannot be counted.'"

				13 He spent the night there and took part of what he had brought with him as a gift for his brother Esau: 14 200 female goats, 20 male goats, 200 ewes, 20 rams, 15 30 milk camels with their young, 40 cows, 10 bulls, 20 female donkeys, and 10 male donkeys. 16 He entrusted them to his slaves as separate herds and said to them,"Go on ahead of me, and leave some distance between the herds."

				17 And he told the first one:"When my brother Esau meets you and asks, 'Who do you belong to? Where are you going? And whose animals are these ahead of you? ' 18 then tell him, 'They belong to your servant Jacob. They are a gift sent to my lord Esau. And look, he is behind us.'"

				19 He also told the second one, the third, and everyone who was walking behind the animals,"Say the same thing to Esau when you find him. 20 You are also to say, 'Look, your servant Jacob is right behind us.'" For he thought,"I want to appease Esau with the gift that is going ahead of me. After that, I can face him, and perhaps he will forgive me."

				A Principle to Live By - The Human and Divine
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				#49 In times of difficulty, we should seek to blend proper precautions (human effort) with prayer (dependence on God). 

				Though twenty years had passed, Jacob never forgot his brother's intent to kill him (27:41). Furthermore, he knew he was in the wrong! He had deceived his father and stolen Esau's blessing. 

				But Jacob also knew that God wanted him to return to Canaan. This meant facing Esau. Consequently, he took careful precautions, sending messengers ahead to pacify Esau. When these men saw Esau coming with at least 400 men, they quickly reported this bad news to Jacob. Jacob knew he had only one choice—to ask for God's protection (32:11). 

				This was a different Jacob from the man who had left his family two decades before, or even the one who had secretly left Laban. Jacob was beginning to reflect spiritual maturity in his life.

				One of the marks of spiritual growth for all of us as believers is to balance human effort with reliance on God. Our tendency is to go to extremes—either to take matters into our own hands or to rely solely on God to resolve the problem.  (See Hg #3:The Human and Divine.)

				How can we thank God for you in return for all the joy we experience before our God because of you, as we pray very earnestly night and day to see you face to face and to complete what is lacking in your faith? (1Th 3:9-10) 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to go to extremes, trying to solve problems in our own strength or simply relying on God to work it all out?

				

				21 So the gift was sent on ahead of him while he remained in the camp that night. 22 During the night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two female slaves, and his 11 sons, and crossed the ford of Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them across the stream, along with all his possessions.

				

	

Jacob Wrestles with God

				24 Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When the man saw that He could not defeat him, He struck Jacob's hip socket as they wrestled and dislocated his hip. 26 Then He said to Jacob,"Let Me go, for it is daybreak."

				But Jacob said,"I will not let You go unless You bless me."

				27 "What is your name?" the man asked.

				"Jacob," he replied.

				28 "Your name will no longer be Jacob," He said."It will be Israel because you have struggled with God and with men and have prevailed."

				29 Then Jacob asked Him,"Please tell me Your name."

				But He answered,"Why do you ask My name?" And He blessed him there.

				30 Jacob then named the place Peniel,"For I have seen God face to face," he said,"and I have been delivered." 31 The sun shone on him as he passed by Penuelha — limping because of his hip. 32 That is why, to this day, the Israelites don't eat the thigh muscle that is at the hip socket: because He struck Jacob's hip socket at the thigh muscle.hb

				A Principle to Live By - God's Discipline

				[image: Getz0050.png]

				#50 When we persistently violate God's will, we should anticipate our heavenly Father's discipline. 

				Jacob would never forget this personal encounter with God. The Lord touched him both physically and spiritually. Hereafter, he limped, a constant reminder of his tendency to take matters into his own hands and to leave God out. 

				All true children of God are disciplined by our heavenly Father:

				But if you are without discipline—which all receive—then you are illegitimate children and not sons. Furthermore, we had natural fathers discipline us, and we respected them. Shouldn't we submit even more to the Father of spirits and live? For they disciplined us for a short time based on what seemed good to them, but He does it for our benefit, so that we can share His holiness. No discipline seems enjoyable at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it yields the fruit of peace and righteousness to those who have been trained by it. (Heb 12:8-11) 

				A word of caution! Most physical illnesses are not inflicted by God in response to our sinfulness. Some of the most godly people suffer from human tragedies. Unfortunately, all of us can become victims physically and psychologically because of the presence of sin in the world. 

				However, the fact remains that God does eventually discipline His children when they deliberately disobey Him and walk out of His will on a continual basis. If we're not disciplined, we may not be true children of God.  (See Heb #19:God's Discipline.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways do you believe that God disciplines His children today because of persistent sin in their lives?

				

				

	

Jacob Meets Esau

				33 Now Jacob looked up and saw Esau coming toward him with 400 men. So he divided the children among Leah, Rachel, and the two female slaves. 2 He put the female slaves and their children first, Leah and her children next, and Rachel and Joseph last. 3 He himself went on ahead and bowed to the ground seven times until he approached his brother.

				4 But Esau ran to meet him, hugged him, threw his arms around him, and kissed him. Then they wept. 5 When Esau looked up and saw the women and children, he asked,"Who are these with you?"

				He answered,"The children God has graciously given your servant." 6 Then the female slaves and their children approached him and bowed down. 7 Leah and her children also approached and bowed down, and then Joseph and Rachel approached and bowed down.

				8 So Esau said,"What do you mean by this whole processionhc I met?"

				"To find favor with you, my lord," he answered.

				9 "I have enough, my brother," Esau replied."Keep what you have."

				10 But Jacob said,"No, please! If I have found favor with you, take this gift from my hand. For indeed, I have seen your face, and it is like seeing God's face, since you have accepted me. 11 Please take my present that was brought to you, because God has been gracious to me and I have everything I need." So Jacob urged him until he accepted.

				A Principle to Live By - Godly Fellowship

				[image: Getz0051.png]

				#51 We are to have close fellowship with our brothers and sisters in Christ so that we can have intimate fellowship with God.

				David reflected,"How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in harmony!" (Ps 133:1). This is beautifully illustrated when Jacob and Esau were restored to fellowship with one another. However, Jacob's gift to Esau also represents his gift to God. Though it cannot be proven from this text, it would not be surprising if Jacob's herd totaled 5,500 animals and the 550 he gave Esau represented 10 percent of his total assets, fulfilling his vow (Gn 28:22).  (Review Gn #44: Faith and Works)

				In the context of this wonderful reunion, seeing Esau's face was"like seeing God's face" (33:10). Jacob recognized that his brother's loving reactions were because of God's grace, not because of his own schemes and plans. Consequently, Jacob viewed this gift to Esau as a gift to God. In other words, this was not just an exercise in soothing his conscience, but an opportunity for Jacob to experience divine worship and thanksgiving with the material blessings that God had given him.

				Perhaps this is an Old Testament illustration of what Jesus had in mind in His Sermon on the Mount when He said,

				So if you are offering your gift on the altar, and there you remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled with your brother, and then come and offer your gift. (Mt 5:23-24) 

				This Old Testament story is not teaching, of course, that we are to give our tithes to those we've sinned against and who have forgiven us. At this point in his life, Jacob had no one else to whom he could give to fulfill his vow to God. What it does say is that forgiveness frees us up to be generous from a pure heart. We are able to once again"have fellowship with Him" and"fellowship with one another" (1Jn 1:6-7).  (See Ac #5:Three Vital Experiences.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is our fellowship with God and our fellowship with other brothers and sisters in Christ so closely interrelated?  (See 1Jn #4:Loving God and Others.)

				

				12 Then Esau said,"Let's move on, and I'll go ahead of you."

				13 Jacob replied,"My lord knows that the children are weak, and I have nursing sheep and cattle. If they are driven hard for one day, the whole herd will die. 14 Let my lord go ahead of his servant. I will continue on slowly, at a pace suited to the livestock and the children, until I come to my lord at Seir."

				15 Esau said,"Let me leave some of my people with you."

				But he replied,"Why do that? Please indulge me,hd my lord."

				16 That day Esau started on his way back to Seir, 17 but Jacob went on to Succoth. He built a house for himself and stalls for his livestock; that is why the place was called Succoth.

				A Principle to Live By - Honesty and Openness
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				#52 After we have experienced restoration with those we've hurt, we must continue to have open, honest relationships in order to avoid recurring problems.

				Jacob said he would follow Esau to Seir, but then went in another direction. Why wasn't Jacob honest with Esau? If he was afraid that living together so closely might open old wounds, why didn't he trust God to protect him if he told Esau the whole truth, even if it hurt his brother's feelings?

				We must remember how easy it is to be less than honest when we're fearful of another person's reactions. We're particularly susceptible to this possibility when there has been a long history of tension, as there was between Jacob and Esau. 

				When facing this kind of fear and difficulty, let's remember God's wonderful plan for the church, the body of Christ. It's only as we know and accept the truth about ourselves and one another that we can mature together in Christ. But when it is necessary to communicate that truth, as Paul reminded us, it must always be done with the compassion of Christ:

				But speaking the truth in love, let us grow in every way into Him who is the head—Christ. From Him the whole body, fitted and knit together by every supporting ligament, promotes the growth of the body for building up itself in love by the proper working of each individual part. (Eph 4:15-16)  (See Eph #9:Building Up One Another.)

				Reflection and Response

				When is it wise and proper to withhold information, including our own negative feelings, to avoid creating pain in another person's life?

				

				18 After Jacob came from Paddan-aram, he arrived safely at Shechem in the land of Canaan and camped in front of the city. 19 He purchased a section of the field where he had pitched his tent from the sons of Hamor, Shechem's father, for 100 qesitahs. 20 And he set up an altar there and called it"God, the God of Israel."he

				

	

Dinah Defiled

				34 Dinah, Leah's daughter whom she bore to Jacob, went out to see some of the young women of the area. 2 When Shechem son of Hamor the Hivite, a prince of the region, saw her, he took her and raped her. 3 He became infatuated with Dinah, daughter of Jacob. He loved the young girl and spoke tenderly to her.hf 4 "Get me this girl as a wife," he told his father Hamor.

				5 Jacob heard that Shechem had defiled his daughter Dinah, but since his sons were with his livestock in the field, he remained silent until they returned. 6 Meanwhile, Shechem's father Hamor came to speak with Jacob. 7 Jacob's sons returned from the field when they heard about the incident and were deeply grieved and angry. For Shechem had committed an outrage against Israel by raping Jacob's daughter, and such a thing should not be done.

				8 Hamor said to Jacob's sons,"My son Shechem is strongly attracted to your daughter. Please give her to him as a wife. 9 Intermarry with us; give your daughters to us, and take our daughters for yourselves. 10 Live with us. The land is before you. Settle here, move about, and acquire property in it."

				11 Then Shechem said to Dinah's father and brothers,"Grant me this favor,hg and I'll give you whatever you say. 12 Demand of me a high compensationhh and gift; I'll give you whatever you ask me. Just give the girl to be my wife!"

				13 But Jacob's sons answered Shechem and his father Hamor deceitfully because he had defiled their sister Dinah. 14 "We cannot do this thing," they said to them."Giving our sister to an uncircumcised man is a disgrace to us. 15 We will agree with you only on this condition: if all your males are circumcised as we are. 16 Then we will give you our daughters, take your daughters for ourselves, live with you, and become one people. 17 But if you will not listen to us and be circumcised, then we will take our daughter and go."

				18 Their words seemed good to Hamor and his son Shechem. 19 The young man did not delay doing this, because he was delighted with Jacob's daughter. Now he was the most important in all his father's house. 20 So Hamor and his son Shechem went to the •gate of their city and spoke to the men there.

				21 "These men are peaceful toward us," they said."Let them live in our land and move about in it, for indeed, the region is large enough for them. Let us take their daughters as our wives and give our daughters to them. 22 But the men will agree to live with us and be one people only on this condition: if all our men are circumcised as they are. 23 Won't their livestock, their possessions, and all their animals become ours? Only let us agree with them, and they will live with us."

				24 All the able-bodied menhi listened to Hamor and his son Shechem, and all the able-bodied menhj were circumcised. 25 On the third day, when they were still in pain, two of Jacob's sons, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brothers, took their swords, went into the unsuspecting city, and killed every male. 26 They killed Hamor and his son Shechem with their swords, took Dinah from Shechem's house, and went away. 27 Jacob's other sons came to the slaughter and plundered the city because their sister had been defiled. 28 They took their sheep, cattle, donkeys, and whatever was in the city and in the field. 29 They captured all their possessions, children, and wives and plundered everything in the houses.

				30 Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi,"You have brought trouble on me, making me odious to the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites and the Perizzites. We are few in number; if they unite against me and attack me, I and my household will be destroyed."

				31 But they answered,"Should he have treated our sister like a prostitute?"

				A Principle to Live By - Parental Protection
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				#53 We are to do all we can to protect our children from worldly influences and at the same time, avoid overprotecting them. 

				When Jacob chose to settle near Shechem, he made the same mistake as Lot who settled near Sodom. His daughter, Dinah, paid the price when she was raped by Shechem. Her two brothers, Simeon and Levi, were intensely offended and ruthlessly murdered all the men of the city. So Jacob's daughter became a victim and his sons became criminals.

				There are times when it's difficult to avoid non-Christian influences. However, we must do all we can to protect our children so they do not"participate in the fruitless works of darkness" that surround them (Eph 5:11).  (Review Gn #20: Inappropriate Fellowship)

				On the other hand, attempting to withdraw from the world completely can also make a young person vulnerable and unable to function effectively as light and salt as God says we should. Paul's words are true for all of us today:

				Pay careful attention, then, to how you walk—not as unwise people but as wise—making the most of the time, because the days are evil. So don't be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. (Eph 5:15-17)  (See Eph #13:Walking Wisely.)

				Reflection and Response

				As Christian parents, how can we make wise environmental choices for our children—such as where we should live and what kind of school they should attend—without judging other parents?

				

				

	

Return to Bethel

				35 God said to Jacob,"Get up! Go to Bethel and settle there. Build an altar there to the God who appeared to you when you fled from your brother Esau."

				2 So Jacob said to his family and all who were with him,"Get rid of the foreign gods that are among you. Purify yourselves and change your clothes. 3 We must get up and go to Bethel. I will build an altar there to the God who answered me in my day of distress. He has been with me everywhere I have gone."

				4 Then they gave Jacob all their foreign gods and their earrings, and Jacob hid them under the oak near Shechem. 5 When they set out, a terror from God came over the cities around them, and they did not pursue Jacob's sons. 6 So Jacob and all who were with him came to Luz (that is, Bethel) in the land of Canaan. 7 Jacob built an altar there and called the place God of Bethelhk because it was there that God had revealed Himself to him when he was fleeing from his brother.

				8 Deborah, the one who had nursed and raised Rebekah,hl died and was buried under the oak south of Bethel. So Jacob named it Oak of Weeping.hm

				9 God appeared to Jacob again after he returned from Paddan-aram, and He blessed him. 10 God said to him:

				

				Your name is Jacob;

				you will no longer be named Jacob,

				but your name will be Israel.

				

				So He named him Israel. 11 God also said to him:

				

				I am •God Almighty.

				Be fruitful and multiply.

				A nation, indeed an assembly of nations,

				will come from you,

				and kings will descend from you.hn

				12 I will give to you the land

				that I gave to Abraham and Isaac.

				And I will give the land

				to your future descendants.

				

				13 Then God withdrewho from him at the place where He had spoken to him.

				14 Jacob set up a marker at the place where He had spoken to him — a stone marker. He poured a drink offering on it and anointed it with oil. 15 Jacob named the place where God had spoken with him Bethel.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Idolatrous Activities
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				#54 Christian parents should avoid any kind of idolatrous activities. 

				After the fiasco in Shechem, Jacob decided to deal decisively with idolatry in his family, burying all their"foreign gods" under an oak tree (v. 4). He then returned to Bethel where he had met the Lord in a personal way. God in turn reiterated the covenant of Abraham (vv. 10-12).  (Review Gn #43: A Born Again Experience)

				What foreign gods still influence our own thinking and actions today? What do we allow to come into our homes that violate biblical values? What kind of sensuous and humanistic gods do we serve? And what about materialism, which the Bible clearly classifies as idolatry? Jesus said,

				No one can be a slave of two masters, since either he will hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot be slaves of God and of money. (Mt 6:24) 

				Christians today need to make the same decisions Jacob did so many years ago. Anything that comes before God or takes our affections away from God is an idol, even the good things God has given us. For example, money per se is not evil. Rather, as Paul told Timothy, it's the"love of money" that is the"root of all kinds of evil" (1Tm 6:10). When we love money, we are guilty of idolatry. And so it is with all of the other things in our lives!  (See 1Tm #14:Materialistic Motivation.)

				Reflection and Response

				What kind of decisions should parents make to protect their children from evil influences and yet not create a situation where children secretly circumvent parental restrictions in other situations?

				

				

	

Rachel's Death

				16 They set out from Bethel. When they were still some distance from Ephrath, Rachel began to give birth, and her labor was difficult. 17 During her difficult labor, the midwife said to her,"Don't be afraid, for you have another son." 18 With her last breath — for she was dying — she named him Ben-oni, but his father called him Benjamin. 19 So Rachel died and was buried on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem). 20 Jacob set up a marker on her grave; it is the marker at Rachel's grave to this day.

				

	

Israel's Sons

				21 Israel set out again and pitched his tent beyond the Tower of Eder.hp 22 While Israel was living in that region, Reuben went in and slept with his father's concubine Bilhah, and Israel heard about it.

				Jacob had 12 sons:

				

				23 Leah's sons were Reuben (Jacob's firstborn),

				Simeon, Levi, Judah,

				Issachar, and Zebulun.

				24 Rachel's sons were

				Joseph and Benjamin.

				25 The sons of Rachel's slave Bilhah

				were Dan and Naphtali.

				26 The sons of Leah's slave Zilpah

				were Gad and Asher.

				

				These are the sons of Jacob, who were born to him in Paddan-aram.

				

	

Isaac's Death

				27 Jacob came to his father Isaac at Mamre in Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron), where Abraham and Isaac had stayed. 28 Isaac lived 180 years. 29 He took his last breath and died, and was gathered to his people, old and full of days. His sons Esau and Jacob buried him.

				

	

Esau's Family

				36 These are the family records of Esau (that is, Edom). 2 Esau took his wives from the Canaanite women: Adah daughter of Elon the Hittite, Oholibamah daughter of Anah and granddaughter hq of Zibeon the Hivite, 3 and Basemath daughter of Ishmael and sister of Nebaioth. 4 Adah bore Eliphaz to Esau, Basemath bore Reuel, 5 and Oholibamah bore Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. These were Esau's sons, who were born to him in the land of Canaan.

				6 Esau took his wives, sons, daughters, and all the people of his household, as well as his herds, all his livestock, and all the property he had acquired in Canaan; he went to a land away from his brother Jacob. 7 For their possessions were too many for them to live together, and because of their herds, the land where they stayed could not support them. 8 So Esau (that is, Edom) lived in the mountains of Seir.

				9 These are the family records of Esau, father of the Edomites in the mountains of Seir.

				

				10 These are the names of Esau's sons:

				Eliphaz son of Esau's wife Adah,

				and Reuel son of Esau's wife Basemath.

				11 The sons of Eliphaz were

				Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam, and Kenaz.

				12 Timna, a concubine of Esau's son Eliphaz,

				bore Amalek to Eliphaz.

				These were the sons of Esau's wife Adah.

				

				13 These are Reuel's sons:

				Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah.

				These were the sons of Esau's wife Basemath.

				

				14 These are the sons of Esau's wife Oholibamah

				daughter of Anah and granddaughter hr of Zibeon:

				She bore Jeush, Jalam, and Korah to Edom.

				

				15 These are the chiefs of Esau's sons:

				the sons of Eliphaz, Esau's firstborn:

				Chiefs Teman, Omar, Zepho, Kenaz,

				16 Korah, hs Gatam, and Amalek.

				These are the chiefs of Eliphaz

				in the land of Edom.

				These are the sons of Adah.

				

				17 These are the sons of Reuel, Esau's son:

				Chiefs Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah.

				These are the chiefs of Reuel

				in the land of Edom.

				These are the sons of Esau's wife Basemath.

				

				18 These are the sons of Esau's wife Oholibamah:

				Chiefs Jeush, Jalam, and Korah.

				These are the chiefs of Esau's wife Oholibamah

				daughter of Anah.

				19 These are the sons of Esau (that is, Edom),

				and these are their chiefs.

				

	

Seir's Family

				20 These are the sons of Seir the Horite,

				the inhabitants of the land:

				Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah,

				21 Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan.

				These are the chiefs of the Horites,

				the sons of Seir, in the land of Edom.

				22 The sons of Lotan were Hori and Heman.

				Timna was Lotan's sister.

				23 These are Shobal's sons:

				Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam.

				24 These are Zibeon's sons: Aiah and Anah.

				This was the Anah who found the hot springs ht in the wilderness

				while he was pasturing the donkeys of his father Zibeon.

				25 These are the children of Anah:

				Dishon and Oholibamah daughter of Anah.

				26 These are Dishon's sons:

				Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran, and Cheran.

				27 These are Ezer's sons:

				Bilhan, Zaavan, and Akan.

				28 These are Dishan's sons: Uz and Aran.

				

				29 These are the chiefs of the Horites:

				Chiefs Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah,

				30 Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan.

				These are the chiefs of the Horites,

				according to their divisions, in the land of Seir.

				

	

Rulers of Edom

				31 These are the kings who ruled in the land of Edom

				before any king ruled over the Israelites:

				32 Bela son of Beor ruled in Edom;

				the name of his city was Dinhabah.

				33 When Bela died, Jobab son of Zerah from Bozrah became king in his place.

				34 When Jobab died, Husham from the land of the Temanites became king in his place.

				35 When Husham died, Hadad son of Bedad became king in his place.

				He defeated Midian in the field of Moab;

				the name of his city was Avith.

				36 When Hadad died, Samlah from Masrekah became king in his place.

				37 When Samlah died, Shaul from Rehoboth on the Euphrates River became king in his place.

				38 When Shaul died, Baal-hanan son of Achbor became king in his place.

				39 When Baal-hanan son of Achbor died, Hadar hu became king in his place.

				His city was Pau, and his wife's name was Mehetabel

				daughter of Matred daughter of Me-zahab.

				

				40 These are the names of Esau's chiefs,

				according to their families and their localities,

				by their names:

				Chiefs Timna, Alvah, Jetheth,

				41 Oholibamah, Elah, Pinon,

				42 Kenaz, Teman, Mibzar,

				43 Magdiel, and Iram.

				These are Edom's chiefs,

				according to their settlements in the land they possessed.

				Esauhv was father of the Edomites.

				

	

Joseph's Dreams

				37 Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of Canaan. 2 These are the family records of Jacob.

				At 17 years of age, Joseph tended sheep with his brothers. The young man was working with the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father's wives, and he brought a bad report about them to their father.

				3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than his other sons because Joseph was a son born to him in his old age, and he made a robe of many colorshw for him. 4 When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not bring themselves to speak peaceably to him.

				A Principle to Live By - Generational Mistakes
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				#55 We should do all we can to avoid repeating the same mistakes our parents made with us.

				Jacob's favoritism toward Joseph demonstrates that we may become vulnerable in the specific areas where our parents lacked wisdom. Remember that"Isaac loved Esau . . . but Rebekah loved Jacob" (25:28). We tend to replicate our parents' bad decisions, especially when other negative factors in our lives converge in a moment of crisis.  (Review Gn #37: Parental Favoritism)

				When we teach children one thing and do another it creates disillusionment. Some children grow up rejecting biblical values because of our hypocrisy. 

				Regardless of the mistakes made in our own past, we need not repeat them in the lives of our children. God has promised to give us the power by His Holy Spirit to live consistent, godly lives and to be sensitive to our children. Furthermore, when we at times fail, we should ask our children to forgive us, keeping in mind that God's forgiveness also extends to parental mistakes.  (See Eph #7:Experiencing God's Power.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it easy to repeat the same mistakes our parents made, even though we determine we will not?

				

				5 Then Joseph had a dream. When he told it to his brothers, they hated him even more. 6 He said to them,"Listen to this dream I had: 7 There we were, binding sheaves of grain in the field. Suddenly my sheaf stood up, and your sheaves gathered around it and bowed down to my sheaf."

				8 "Are you really going to reign over us?" his brothers asked him."Are you really going to rule us?" So they hated him even more because of his dream and what he had said.

				9 Then he had another dream and told it to his brothers."Look," he said,"I had another dream, and this time the sun, moon, and 11 stars were bowing down to me."

				10 He told his father and brothers, but his father rebuked him."What kind of dream is this that you have had?" he said."Are your mother and brothers and I going to come and bow down to the ground before you?" 11 His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind.

				A Principle to Live By - Identity Crises

				#56 When we're feeling rejection, we must be careful not to set ourselves up for more rejection by trying harder to prove ourselves.

				[image: Getz0056.png]

				Joseph had to be feeling anxiety because of the rejection he received from his brothers. What better way to prove himself—from his perspective—than to try to demonstrate that God was on his side. Though his dream was definitely supernatural, Joseph was very naïve to share this kind of information with 
his brothers. They were already in bondage to feelings of jealousy and hatred. To make matters worse, Joseph shared a second dream that inflamed their hostility and even brought a rebuke from his father (v. 10).

				It's not wrong to want approval from those closest to us. However, we must remember that our most important approval comes from God. Our identity must be in Christ, not those around us. Though we all need encouragement, if our security is dependent primarily upon human approval, we will ultimately be disappointed. In some instances, like Joseph, we will set ourselves up for rejection—the opposite of what we're trying to gain.

				Paul had his identity in Jesus Christ. In spite of persecution, rejection, and even threats on his life, he knew who he was in Christ, and he shared that message with all believers:

				So if you have been raised with the Messiah, seek what is above, where the Messiah is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on what is above, not on what is on the earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with the Messiah in God. When the Messiah, who is your life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory. (Col 3:1-4)  (See Heb #18:Focusing on Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Since rejection causes intense negative emotions in all of us, what are some specific ways we can avoid trying to prove ourselves and in the process make matters worse?

				

				

	

Joseph Sold into Slavery

				12 His brothers had gone to pasture their father's flocks at Shechem. 13 Israel said to Joseph,"Your brothers, you know, are pasturing the flocks at Shechem. Get ready. I'm sending you to them."

				"I'm ready," Joseph replied.

				14 Then Israel said to him,"Go and see how your brothers and the flocks are doing, and bring word back to me." So he sent him from the Valley of Hebron, and he went to Shechem.

				A Principle to Live By - The Subtlety of Denial
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				#57 When we experience various crises, we should seek to face reality. 

				Sending Joseph to check on his brothers only verified Jacob's tendency to live in denial regarding his family problems. How could he not be aware of the intense hatred toward his young son (vv. 4-11)? Then to allow his son to wear his beautiful"robe of many colors" (vv. 3,23) on this dangerous journey further revealed that Jacob was ignoring the obvious. And since Joseph was already 17 years of age—old enough to know better—the fact that he wore this robe demonstrated that he too was in denial.

				This was not the first time Jacob looked the other way. When he heard that his daughter, Dinah, had been violated by Shechem, he"remained silent" and waited for a convenient opportunity to talk with his sons (34:5). This only set the stage for two of his sons to take matters into their own hands and commit murder. When his son Reuben committed incest with Bilhah, again Jacob heard about it but did nothing until he was on his deathbed (35:21-22; 49:4). 

				The human tendency to deny reality is obvious throughout the biblical story. It began when Adam and Eve rationalized their disobedience—a serious form of denial. Jeremiah addressed this sin when he confronted God's people for blaming what was happening in their lives on God.  (Review Gn #5: Avoiding Rationalization)

				Today, even as people who know God personally through faith in Jesus Christ and who have God's written revelation in the Scriptures, we can live in denial. To overcome this problem, we must allow God's Word through the power of His Holy Spirit to penetrate deeply into our hearts. Thus, the author of Hebrews wrote,

				For the word of God is living and effective and sharper than any double-edged sword, penetrating as far as the separation of soul and spirit, joints and marrow. It is able to judge the ideas and thoughts of the heart. (Heb 4:12)  
(See Heb #7:The Word of God.)

				Reflection and Response

				Even though God's Word is able to penetrate deeply into our lives, why do some Christians continue to live in denial?

				

				15 A man found him there, wandering in the field, and asked him,"What are you looking for?"

				16 "I'm looking for my brothers," Joseph said."Can you tell me where they are pasturing their flocks?"

				17 "They've moved on from here," the man said."I heard them say, 'Let's go to Dothan.'" So Joseph set out after his brothers and found them at Dothan.

				18 They saw him in the distance, and before he had reached them, they plotted to kill him. 19 They said to one another,"Here comes that dreamer!hx 20 Come on, let's kill him and throw him into one of the pits. We can say that a vicious animal ate him. Then we'll see what becomes of his dreams!"

				21 When Reuben heard this, he tried to save him from them.hy He said,"Let's not take his life." 22 Reuben also said to them,"Don't shed blood. Throw him into this pit in the wilderness, but don't lay a hand on him" — intending to rescue him from their hands and return him to his father.

				23 When Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped off his robe, the robe of many colors that he had on. 

				A Principle to Live By - Subtle Pride
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				#58 When we are highly favored and blessed by God and others, we should beware of 
subtle pride.

				Joseph's"robe of many colors" (v. 3) was a symbol of his father's favoritism, which exacerbated much of the jealousy and hatred in this family setting. This was far more than a typical garment with a few added touches of finery. Rather, it was the kind of coat worn by royalty. To allow Joseph to wear this ornamental robe as he went to check on his brothers' behavior indicates Jacob's state of denial. Joseph's acceptance of this assignment reflects his pride. 

				As parents today, we need to give our children positive feedback and approval. We'll certainly not keep them from becoming prideful by withholding praise. In fact, we can actually create a thirst for being the center of attention by withholding what we all need—social approval. However, we must not be guilty of favoritism, and we must always remind our children that all we have is from God because of His grace.

				Paul taught that even as adult children, we need to apply this principle:

				For by the grace given to me, I tell everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he should think. Instead, think sensibly, as God has distributed a measure of faith to each one. (Rm 12:3)  (See Rm #22:A Servant's Heart.)

				Reflection and Response

				As parents, what are some of the practical steps we can take to build self-esteem in our children without causing them to be self-centered and prideful?

				

				24 Then they took him and threw him into the pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it.

				25 Then they sat down to eat a meal. They looked up, and there was a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. Their camels were carrying aromatic gum, balsam, and resin, going down to Egypt.

				26 Then Judah said to his brothers,"What do we gain if we kill our brother and cover up his blood? 27 Come, let's sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay a hand on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh," and they agreed. 28 When Midianite traders passed by, his brothers pulled Joseph out of the pit and sold him for 20 pieces of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took Joseph to Egypt.

				29 When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not there, he tore his clothes. 30 He went back to his brothers and said,"The boy is gone! What am I going to do?"hz 31 So they took Joseph's robe, slaughtered a young goat, and dipped the robe in its blood. 32 They sent the robe of many colors to their father and said,"We found this. Examine it. Is it your son's robe or not?"

				33 His father recognized it."It is my son's robe," he said."A vicious animal has devoured him. Joseph has been torn to pieces!" 34 Then Jacob tore his clothes, put •sackcloth around his waist, and mourned for his son many days. 35 All his sons and daughters tried to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted."No," he said."I will go down to •Sheol to my son, mourning." And his father wept for him.

				36 Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh and the captain of the guard.

				A Principle to Live By - Jealousy and Anger

				#59 When we have feelings of jealousy, we should take steps to keep these emotions from leading to sinful anger. 
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				Intense jealousy and hatred can cause us to do things we never thought we'd do. What happened to Cain early in human history also happened to Joseph's brothers.  (Review Gn #7: Sinful Anger)

				The apostle Paul considered himself a prime example of this human tendency. Before he 
became a Christian, he zealously persecuted the followers of Christ: 

				I locked up many of the saints in prison, since I had received authority for that from the chief priests. When they were put to death, I cast my vote against them. In all the synagogues I often tried to make them blaspheme by punishing them. I even pursued them to foreign cities since I was greatly enraged at them. (Ac 26:10b-11)

				Paul understood anger as an unbeliever, but he also realized that this tendency can capture the hearts and minds of true believers. This is why he exhorted the Romans,"Do not be conquered by evil, but conquer evil with good" (Rm 12:21).  (See Eph #11:Walking in Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				What specific actions have you found to be effective in overcoming feelings of jealousy and anger?

				

				

	

Judah and Tamar

				38 At that time Judah left his brothers and settled near an Adullamite named Hirah. 2 There Judah saw the daughter of a Canaanite named Shua; he took her as a wife and slept with her. 3 She conceived and gave birth to a son, and he named him Er. 4 She conceived again, gave birth to a son, and named him Onan. 5 She gave birth to another son and named him Shelah. It was at Chezib that ia, ib she gave birth to him.

				6 Judah got a wife for Er, his firstborn, and her name was Tamar. 7 Now Er, Judah's firstborn, was evil in the Lord's sight, and the Lord put him to death. 8 Then Judah said to Onan,"Sleep with your brother's wife. Perform your duty as her brother-in-law and produce •offspring for your brother." 9 But Onan knew that the offspring would not be his, so whenever he slept with his brother's wife, he released his semen on the ground so that he would not produce offspring for his brother. 10 What he did was evil in the Lord's sight, so He put him to death also.

				11 Then Judah said to his daughter-in-law Tamar,"Remain a widow in your father's house until my son Shelah grows up." For he thought,"He might die too, like his brothers." So Tamar went to live in her father's house.

				12 After a long timeic Judah's wife, the daughter of Shua, died. When Judah had finished mourning, he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite went up to Timnah to the sheepshearers. 13 Tamar was told,"Your father-in-law is going up to Timnah to shear his sheep." 14 So she took off her widow's clothes, veiled her face, covered herself, and sat at the entrance to Enaim,id which is on the way to Timnah. For she saw that, though Shelah had grown up, she had not been given to him as a wife. 15 When Judah saw her, he thought she was a prostitute, for she had covered her face.

				16 He went over to her and said,"Come, let me sleep with you," for he did not know that she was his daughter-in-law.

				She said,"What will you give me for sleeping with me?"

				17 "I will send you a young goat from my flock," he replied.

				But she said,"Only if you leave something with me until you send it."

				18 "What should I give you?" he asked.

				She answered,"Your signet ring, your cord, and the staff in your hand." So he gave them to her and slept with her, and she got pregnant by him. 19 She got up and left, then removed her veil and put her widow's clothes back on.

				20 When Judah sent the young goat by his friend the Adullamite in order to get back the items he had left with the woman, he could not find her. 21 He asked the men of the place,"Where is the cult prostitute who was beside the road at Enaim?"

				"There has been no cult prostitute here," they answered.

				22 So the Adullamite returned to Judah, saying,"I couldn't find her, and furthermore, the men of the place said, 'There has been no cult prostitute here.'"

				23 Judah replied,"Let her keep the items for herself; otherwise we will become a laughingstock. After all, I did send this young goat, but you couldn't find her."

				24 About three months later Judah was told,"Your daughter-in-law, Tamar, has been acting like a prostitute, and now she is pregnant."

				"Bring her out!" Judah said."Let her be burned to death!"

				25 As she was being brought out, she sent her father-in-law this message:"I am pregnant by the man to whom these items belong." And she added,"Examine them. Whose signet ring, cord, and staff are these?"

				26 Judah recognized them and said,"She is more in the rightie than I, since I did not give her to my son Shelah." And he did not know her intimately again.

				27 When the time came for her to give birth, there were twins in her womb. 28 As she was giving birth, one of them put out his hand, and the midwife took it and tied a scarlet thread around it, announcing,"This one came out first." 29 But then he pulled his hand back, and his brother came out. Then she said,"You have broken out first!" So he was named Perez.30 Then his brother, who had the scarlet thread tied to his hand, came out, and was named Zerah.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Sovereign Plan
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				#60 We should keep our eyes on God's will for our lives when some Christians—even spiritual leaders—engage in sinful and scandalous actions. 

				It may seem strange that Moses included this scandalous narrative in the story of Joseph. However, God is demonstrating that in spite of Judah's immoral and hypocritical behavior of impregnating his daughter-in-law Tamar, He is continuing to unfold His redemptive plan. One of Tamar's twin sons who was born out of this illicit relationship, Perez, was in the genealogical lineage that gave birth to the Savior of the world (vv. 27-30; Mt 1:3). 

				There are at least four women in the genealogy of Christ. Matthew has honored these women in his Gospel by including them in this list but has also demonstrated that God's grace extends to all people regardless of their human failures and circumstances. Besides Tamar, Rahab was a Canaanite prostitute and Ruth was a Moabite whose genealogy began with an incestuous relationship (Mt 1:5; Jos 2:1-2; Gn 19:30-38). This demonstrates for all of us that Jesus Christ came into this world to save all men and women, regardless of our ethnic and moral backgrounds.  (See Mt #1:The Gift of Salvation.)

				There may be another reason Moses included Judah's sinful actions at this point. We're about to see a handsome and virile young man take a moral stand that is unprecedented in Jacob's family. The contrast in the two stories is as stark as black and white.

				Reflection and Response

				Though God can take sinful actions and still accomplish His purposes in the world, why should we be careful never to use this biblical principle as an excuse to violate God's moral laws?

				

				

	

Joseph in Potiphar's House

				39 Now Joseph had been taken to Egypt. An Egyptian named Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh and the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had brought him there. 2 The Lord was with Joseph, and he became a successful man, servingif in the household of his Egyptian master. 3 When his master saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord made everything he did successful, 4 Joseph found favor in his master's sight and became his personal attendant. Potiphar also put him in charge of his household and placed all that he owned under his authority.ig 5 From the time that he put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the Lord blessed the Egyptian's house because of Joseph. The Lord's blessing was on all that he owned, in his house and in his fields. 6 He left all that he owned under Joseph's authority;ih he did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate.

				Now Joseph was well-built and handsome. 7 After some timeii his master's wife looked longingly at Joseph and said,"Sleep with me."

				8 But he refused."Look," he said to his master's wife,"with me here my master does not concern himself with anything in his house, and he has put all that he owns under my authority.ij 9 No one in this house is greater than I am. He has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. So how could I do such a great evil and sin against God?"

				10 Although she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refusedik to go to bed with her.il 11 Now one day he went into the house to do his work, and none of the household servants were there.im 12 She grabbed him by his garment and said,"Sleep with me!" But leaving his garment in her hand, he escaped and ran outside. 

				A Principle to Live By - Overcoming Temptation

				#61 To resist the temptation to sin, we must develop firm moral and ethical convictions based on a deep appreciation for God's love and grace in our lives.
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				Joseph's primary temptation in this situation was sexual, a powerful allurement in view of his age and his single status. Furthermore, Potiphar's wife was relentless in her invitations and intensely provocative. 

				There are at least two reasons for Joseph's resistance to this temptation: 

				1.	He did not want to violate Potiphar's trust (v. 8). 

				2.	He was determined not to violate his spiritual convictions—to"sin against God" (v. 9). 

				When facing any kind of temptation—but particularly moral—we should be motivated by the same basic reasons. There are people who trust us not to yield to temptation, such as our children, our husbands or wives, our fellow Christians, and last but not least, many of our non-Christian friends and associates. To fail God in our moral and ethical lives can create disillusionment that drives people away from the Christian message.

				However, the most important motivating force should be what God has done for us in sending His Son to die on the cross. Certainly, fear of God's discipline should be a factor, but our primary motivation should be God's love and grace. This was Paul's message to Titus:

				For the grace of God has appeared with salvation for all people, instructing us to deny godlessness and worldly lusts and to live in a sensible, righteous, and godly way in the present age, while we wait for the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. (Ti 2:11-13)  (See Ti #6:Motivated by God's Grace.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we make sure God's grace in saving us is the primary motivating force for living a holy and righteous life, but not a license to sin? 

				

				13 When she saw that he had left his garment with her and had run outside, 14 she called the household servants."Look," she said to them,"my husband brought a Hebrew man to make fools of us. He came to me so he could sleep with me, and I screamed as loud as I could. 15 When he heard me screaming for help,in he left his garment with me and ran outside."

				16 She put Joseph's garment beside her until his master came home. 17 Then she told him the same story:"The Hebrew slave you brought to us came to make a fool of me, 18 but when I screamed for help,io he left his garment with me and ran outside."

				19 When his master heard the story his wife told him —"These are the things your slave did to me" — he was furious 20 and had him thrown into prison, where the king's prisoners were confined. So Joseph was there in prison.

				

	

Joseph in Prison

				21 But the Lord was with Joseph and extended kindness to him. He granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. 22 The warden put all the prisoners who were in the prison under Joseph's authority,ip and he was responsible for everything that was done there. 23 The warden did not bother with anything under Joseph's authority,iq because the Lord was with him, and the Lord made everything that he did successful.

				A Principle to Live By - Persecution for Doing Right
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				#62 When we are persecuted for refusing to violate God's moral laws, we should remember that the Lord will never forget our stand for righteousness.

				Joseph paid a painful price for his stand against immoral behavior. Eventually, however, God honored him, and God will do the same for us. People may reject us, scoff at us, and even tell lies about us, trying to make us look bad, but God will never forget! (See Heb 6:10.)

				Jesus addressed the kind of persecution Joseph and faithful believers sometimes face when they take a firm stand for righteousness:

				You are blessed when people hate you, when they exclude you, insult you, and slander your name as evil because of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! Take note—your reward is great in heaven, for this is the way their ancestors used to treat the prophets. 
(Lk 6:22-23)

				Reflection and Response

				When we're persecuted for doing what is right, how is it possible to"consider it a great joy" (Jms 1:2)?  
(See Jms #1: Persecution and Trials.)

				

				

	

Joseph Interprets Two Prisoners' Dreams

				40 After this, the Egyptian king's cupbearer and baker offended their master, the king of Egypt. 2 Pharaoh was angry with his two officers, the chief cupbearer and the chief baker, 3 and put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard in the prison where Joseph was confined. 4 The captain of the guard assigned Joseph to them, and he became their personal attendant. And they were in custody for some time.ir

				5 The Egyptian king's cupbearer and baker, who were confined in the prison, each had a dream. Both had a dream on the same night, and each dream had its own meaning. 6 When Joseph came to them in the morning, he saw that they looked distraught. 7 So he asked Pharaoh's officers who were in custody with him in his master's house,"Why do you look so sad today?"

				8 "We had dreams," they said to him,"but there is no one to interpret them."

				Then Joseph said to them,"Don't interpretations belong to God? Tell me your dreams."

				9 So the chief cupbearer told his dream to Joseph:"In my dream there was a vine in front of me. 10 On the vine were three branches. As soon as it budded, its blossoms came out and its clusters ripened into grapes. 11 Pharaoh's cup was in my hand, and I took the grapes, squeezed them into Pharaoh's cup, and placed the cup in Pharaoh's hand."

				12 "This is its interpretation," Joseph said to him."The three branches are three days. 13 In just three days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to your position. You will put Pharaoh's cup in his hand the way you used to when you were his cupbearer. 14 But when all goes well for you, remember that I was with you. Please show kindness to me by mentioning me to Pharaoh, and get me out of this prison. 15 For I was kidnapped from the land of the Hebrews, and even here I have done nothing that they should put me in the dungeon."

				16 When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was positive, he said to Joseph,"I also had a dream. Three baskets of white bread were on my head. 17 In the top basket were all sorts of baked goods for Pharaoh, but the birds were eating them out of the basket on my head."

				18 "This is its interpretation," Joseph replied."The three baskets are three days. 19 In just three days Pharaoh will lift up your head — from off you — and hang you on a tree.is Then the birds will eat the flesh from your body."it

				20 On the third day, which was Pharaoh's birthday, he gave a feast for all his servants. He lifted up the heads of the chief cupbearer and the chief baker. 21 Pharaoh restored the chief cupbearer to his position as cupbearer, and he placed the cup in Pharaoh's hand. 22 But Pharaoh hangediu the chief baker, just as Joseph had explained to them. 23 Yet the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph; he forgot him.

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Not Forgetting
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				#63 When someone does something special for us, we should look for opportunities to return the favor.

				It seems the king of Egypt's cupbearer was so enamored with his own restoration that he couldn't think about helping Joseph, which is pure self-centeredness. Though once again unjustly treated, Joseph went on with his life faithfully serving his superior and his fellow inmates. Nevertheless, being forgotten added to Joseph's emotional pain.

				One of the most convicting paragraphs in the New Testament comes from the pen of Paul as he faced death in a Roman dungeon:

				At my first defense, no one stood by me, but everyone deserted me. May it not be counted against them. But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me. (2Tm 4:16-17a)  (See 2Tm #11:A Loyal Friend.)

				Think of those in Rome whom Paul had helped over the years, actually introducing them to the Savior! Where were they? They should have stayed with Paul, following Jesus' example when He promised that He would never leave us or forsake us. Sadly, like the cupbearer, it appears they failed. As Christians, we need to look for special ways to help those who have ministered to us.

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the things you can do to remember someone who has helped you in your time of need, be it physical, emotional, or spiritual?

				

				

	

Joseph Interprets Pharaoh's Dreams

				41 Two years later Pharaoh had a dream: He was standing beside the Nile, 2 when seven healthy-looking, well-fed cows came up from the Nile and began to graze among the reeds. 3 After them, seven other cows, sickly and thin, came up from the Nile and stood beside those cows along the bank of the Nile. 4 The sickly, thin cows ate the healthy, well-fed cows. Then Pharaoh woke up. 5 He fell asleep and dreamed a second time: Seven heads of grain, plump and ripe, came up on one stalk. 6 After them, seven heads of grain, thin and scorched by the east wind, sprouted up. 7 The thin heads of grain swallowed up the seven plump, ripe ones. Then Pharaoh woke up, and it was only a dream.

				8 When morning came, he was troubled, so he summoned all the magicians of Egypt and all its wise men. Pharaoh told them his dreams, but no one could interpret them for him.

				9 Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh,"Today I remember my faults. 10 Pharaoh had been angry with his servants, and he put me and the chief baker in the custody of the captain of the guard. 11 He and I had dreams on the same night; each dream had its own meaning. 12 Now a young Hebrew, a slave of the captain of the guards, was with us there. We told him our dreams, he interpreted our dreams for us, and each had its own interpretation. 13 It turned out just the way he interpreted them to us: I was restored to my position, and the other man was hanged."

				14 Then Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and they quickly brought him from the dungeon. He shaved, changed his clothes, and went to Pharaoh.

				15 Pharaoh said to Joseph,"I have had a dream, and no one can interpret it. But I have heard it said about you that you can hear a dream and interpret it."

				16 "I am not able to," Joseph answered Pharaoh."It is God who will give Pharaoh a favorable answer."iv

				A Principle to Live By - Character Development
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				#64 When we face difficult experiences, we should ask God to help us view these crises as opportunities to develop our Christian character.

				When Joseph was mercilessly sold into Egyptian slavery by his brothers and then tempted by Potiphar's wife, he didn't allow depression and despair to take over his life. When he was tempted to be immoral, he took a stand for righteousness. When falsely accused and sentenced to prison, he didn't allow bitterness to wither his soul. When the chief cupbearer forgot to intercede for him, he learned patience. And when the king of Egypt honored him as being greater than all the magicians of Egypt, he responded with true humility, acknowledging that he was"not able to" interpret dreams, but that God was the One who would"give Pharaoh a favorable answer" (v. 16).

				Perhaps James underscored Joseph's attitude and behavior more succinctly than any other New Testament writer:

				Consider it a great joy, my brothers, whenever you experience various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. But endurance must do its complete work, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking nothing. (Jms 1:2-4)  (See Jms #1: Persecution and Trials.)

				"Great joy" does not mean we are laughing in the midst of pain. Rather, it means we can have a deep sense of peace in painful situations, knowing that God will never leave us, and He can use our difficult experiences to help us become more and more like Jesus Christ Himself. 

				Reflection and Response

				What difficult experiences have you had that have helped you become a more mature Christian?

				

				17 So Pharaoh said to Joseph:"In my dream I was standing on the bank of the Nile, 18 when seven well-fed, healthy-looking cows came up from the Nile and began to graze among the reeds. 19 After them, seven other cows — ugly, very sickly, and thin — came up. I've never seen such ugly ones as these in all the land of Egypt. 20 Then the thin, ugly cows ate the first seven well-fed cows. 21 When they had devoured them, you could not tell that they had devoured them; their appearance was as bad as it had been before. Then I woke up. 22 In my dream I had also seen seven heads of grain, plump and ripe, coming up on one stalk. 23 After them, seven heads of grain — withered, thin, and scorched by the east wind — sprouted up. 24 The thin heads of grain swallowed the seven plump ones. I told this to the magicians, but no one can tell me what it means."

				25 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh,"Pharaoh's dreams mean the same thing. God has revealed to Pharaoh what He is about to do. 26 The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven ripe heads are seven years. The dreams mean the same thing. 27 The seven thin, ugly cows that came up after them are seven years, and the seven worthless, scorched heads of grain are seven years of famine.

				28 "It is just as I told Pharaoh: God has shown Pharaoh what He is about to do. 29 Seveniw years of great abundance are coming throughout the land of Egypt. 30 After them, seven years of famine will take place, and all the abundance in the land of Egypt will be forgotten. The famine will devastate the land. 31 The abundance in the land will not be remembered because of the famine that follows it, for the famine will be very severe. 32 Since the dream was given twice to Pharaoh, it means that the matter has been determined by God, and He will carry it out soon.

				33 "So now, let Pharaoh look for a discerning and wise man and set him over the land of Egypt. 34 Let Pharaoh do this: Let him appoint overseers over the land and take a fifth of the harvest of the land of Egypt during the seven years of abundance. 35 Let them gather all the excess food during these good years that are coming. Under Pharaoh's authority, store the grain in the cities, so they may preserve it as food. 36 The food will be a reserve for the land during the seven years of famine that will take place in the land of Egypt. Then the country will not be wiped out by the famine."

				

	

Joseph Exalted

				37 The proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his servants. 38 Then Pharaoh said to his servants,"Can we find anyone like this, a man who has God's spiritix in him?" 39 So Pharaoh said to Joseph,"Since God has made all this known to you, there is no one as intelligent and wise as you are. 40 You will be over my house, and all my people will obey your commands.iy Only with regard to the throne will I be greater than you." 41 Pharaoh also said to Joseph,"See, I am placing you over all the land of Egypt." 42 Pharaoh removed his signet ring from his hand and put it on Joseph's hand, clothed him with fine linen garments, and placed a gold chain around his neck. 43 He had Joseph ride in his second chariot, and servants called out before him,"Abrek!" So he placed him over all the land of Egypt. 44 Pharaoh said to Joseph,"I am Pharaoh, but no one will be able to raise his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt without your permission." 45 Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Zaphenath-paneah and gave him a wife, Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest at On.iz And Joseph went throughoutja the land of Egypt.

				

	

Joseph's Administration

				46 Joseph was 30 years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Joseph left Pharaoh's presence and traveled throughout the land of Egypt.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Preparation for Greater Responsibility
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				#65 We should view difficult experiences as opportunities to learn to be more effective in carrying out God's purposes in the world.

				Jacob's parental favoritism caused Joseph to be vulnerable to pride early in his life. Now at age 30, he became prime minister of Egypt, probably the most powerful political position in the world. Joseph handled this incredible responsibility with both wisdom and humility because he had already been through a very difficult period.

				In the New Testament, Jesus Christ chose Peter to be the primary leader of the apostles. However, just before Christ's death and resurrection, Peter faced a horribly humiliating experience. Though he had loudly proclaimed that he would never forsake the Lord even if everyone else did, in a moment of fear and anger, he denied the Lord three times (Mt 26:33,69-75). When he saw how prideful he had been and understood his miserable failure, he wept bitterly with a broken and repentant heart. He was now ready to accept one of the most difficult assignments God has ever given a human being—to be a primary leader in building Christ's church.  (See Mt #55:Our Great High Priest.)

				Looking back, we know that both Joseph and Peter had unique challenges ahead of them and needed unusual preparation. However, all of us need preparation to live for God in a hostile world. In His sovereign plan, God wants us to view difficult circumstances as an opportunity to prepare ourselves to run our spiritual race victoriously. Paul saw his own sufferings as preparation to comfort others:

				[God] comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any kind of affliction, through the comfort we ourselves receive from God. (2Co 1:4)

				Reflection and Response

				As you reflect on your own life experiences, how has God used various trials to equip you for greater challenges and responsibilities?

				

				47 During the seven years of abundance the land produced outstanding harvests. 48 Joseph gathered all the excess food in the land of Egypt during the seven years and put it in the cities. He put the food in every city from the fields around it. 49 So Joseph stored up grain in such abundance — like the sand of the sea — that he stopped measuring it because it was beyond measure.

				50 Two sons were born to Joseph before the years of famine arrived. Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest at On,jb bore them to him. 51 Joseph named the firstborn Manasseh, meaning,"God has made me forget all my hardship in my father's house." 52 And the second son he named Ephraim, meaning,"God has made me fruitful in the land of my affliction."

				A Principle to Live By - Psychological and Spiritual Healing

				[image: Getz0066.png]

				#66 Because biological families are impacted by sin, we are to help create loving and supportive relationships with the body of Christ to bring emotional and spiritual healing.

				Being free from prison and exonerated from false accusations certainly helped Joseph heal from the emotional wounds created by his highly dysfunctional family. Furthermore, he received respect and honor in his new position. But factors like these will not meet our deep emotional needs when close relationships have been destroyed. 

				To fill this void, God in His grace gave Joseph a loving wife and two sons. Asenath had a religious upbringing and we can speculate that she soon came to believe in the one true God. In addition to this spiritual fellowship, he had someone he could love and someone who could return that love.

				Marriage is still designed by God as a means to overcome loneliness. Let's not forget this is why God created Eve for Adam. The Lord said,"It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper as his complement" (2:18). Furthermore, where two people love God and one another, marriage can bring incredible healing to old emotional wounds. 

				However, because so many families through the centuries have strayed so far from God's ideal plan, He has designed another wonderful way to meet our psychological and spiritual needs. It involves becoming a member of God's family and having brothers and sisters in Christ. Whether we're married or single, deep and close relationships in Christ can bring healing to our emotional wounds and they can help us overcome the loneliness that all of us feel periodically. After all, God created us to be social creatures. We all need authentic relationships. This is why Paul exhorted the Roman believers,

				Show family affection to one another with brotherly love. Outdo one another in showing honor. (Rm 12:10)  
(See Rm #23:Sincere Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can a local church become more effective in re-parenting people who have deep emotional wounds because of painful experiences growing up in their own biological families?

				

				53 Then the seven years of abundance in the land of Egypt came to an end, 54 and the seven years of famine began, just as Joseph had said. There was famine in every country, but throughout the land of Egypt there was food. 55 Extreme hunger came to all the land of Egypt, and the people cried out to Pharaoh for food. Pharaoh told all Egypt,"Go to Joseph and do whatever he tells you." 56 Because the famine had spread across the whole country, Joseph opened up all the storehouses and sold grain to the Egyptians, for the famine was severe in the land of Egypt. 57 Every nation came to Joseph in Egypt to buy grain, for the famine was severe in every land.

				

	

Joseph's Brothers in Egypt

				42 When Jacob learned that there was grain in Egypt, he said to his sons,"Why do you keep looking at each other? 2 Listen," he went on,"I have heard there is grain in Egypt. Go down there and buy some for us so that we will live and not die." 3 So 10 of Joseph's brothers went down to buy grain from Egypt. 4 But Jacob did not send Joseph's brother Benjamin with his brothers, for he thought,"Something might happen to him."

				5 The sons of Israel were among those who came to buy grain, for the famine was in the land of Canaan. 6 Joseph was in charge of the country; he sold grain to all its people. His brothers came and bowed down before him with their faces to the ground. 7 When Joseph saw his brothers, he recognized them, but he treated them like strangers and spoke harshly to them.

				"Where do you come from?" he asked.

				"From the land of Canaan to buy food," they replied.

				8 Although Joseph recognized his brothers, they did not recognize him. 9 Joseph remembered his dreams about them and said to them,"You are spies. You have come to see the weaknessjc of the land."

				10 "No, my lord. Your servants have come to buy food," they said. 11 "We are all sons of one man. We are honest; your servants are not spies."

				12 "No," he said to them."You have come to see the weakness of the land."

				13 But they replied,"We, your servants, were 12 brothers, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan. The youngest is nowjd with our father, and one is no longer living."

				14 Then Joseph said to them,"I have spoken:je 'You are spies! ' 15 This is how you will be tested: As surely as Pharaoh lives, you will not leave this place unless your youngest brother comes here. 16 Send one from among you to get your brother. The rest of you will be imprisoned so that your words can be tested to see if they are true. If they are not, then as surely as Pharaoh lives, you are spies!" 17 So Joseph imprisoned them together for three days.

				18 On the third day Joseph said to them,"I •fear God — do this and you will live. 19 If you are honest, let one of youjf be confined to the guardhouse, while the rest of you go and take grain to relieve the hunger of your households. 20 Bring your youngest brother to me so that your words can be confirmed; then you won't die." And they consented to this.

				21 Then they said to each other,"Obviously, we are being punished for what we did to our brother. We saw his deep distress when he pleaded with us, but we would not listen. That is why this trouble has come to us."

				22 But Reuben replied:"Didn't I tell you not to harm the boy? But you wouldn't listen. Now we must account for his blood!"jg

				23 They did not realize that Joseph understood them, since there was an interpreter between them. 24 He turned away from them and wept. Then he turned back and spoke to them. He took Simeon from them and had him bound before their eyes. 25 Joseph then gave orders to fill their containers with grain, return each man's money to his sack, and give them provisions for their journey. This order was carried out. 26 They loaded the grain on their donkeys and left there.

				

	

The Brothers Return Home

				27 At the place where they lodged for the night, one of them opened his sack to get feed for his donkey, and he saw his money there at the top of the bag. 28 He said to his brothers,"My money has been returned! It's here in my bag." Their hearts sank. Trembling, they turned to one another and said,"What is this that God has done to us?"

				29 When they reached their father Jacob in the land of Canaan, they told him all that had happened to them: 30 "The man who is the lord of the country spoke harshly to us and accused us of spying on the country. 31 But we told him: We are honest and not spies. 32 We were 12 brothers, sons of the samejh father. One is no longer living, and the youngest is nowji with our father in the land of Canaan. 33 The man who is the lord of the country said to us, 'This is how I will know if you are honest: Leave one brother with me, take food to relieve the hunger of your households, and go. 34 Bring back your youngest brother to me, and I will know that you are not spies but honest men. I will then give your brother back to you, and you can trade in the country.'"

				35 As they began emptying their sacks, there in each man's sack was his bag of money! When they and their father saw their bags of money, they were afraid.

				36 Their father Jacob said to them,"You have deprived me of my sons. Joseph is gone and Simeon is gone. Now you want to take Benjamin. Everything happens to me!"

				37 Then Reuben said to his father,"You can kill my two sons if I don't bring him back to you. Put him in my care,jj and I will return him to you."

				38 But Jacob answered,"My son will not go down with you, for his brother is dead and he alone is left. If anything happens to him on your journey, you will bring my gray hairs down to •Sheol in sorrow."

				

	

Decision to Return to Egypt

				43 Now the famine in the land was severe. 2 When they had used up the grain they had brought back from Egypt, their father said to them,"Go back and buy us some food."

				3 But Judah said to him,"The man specifically warned us: 'You will not see me again unless your brother is with you.' 4 If you will send our brother with us, we will go down and buy food for you. 5 But if you will not send him, we will not go, for the man said to us, 'You will not see me again unless your brother is with you.'"

				6 "Why did you cause me so much trouble?" Israel asked."Why did you tell the man that you had another brother?"

				7 They answered,"The man kept asking about us and our family: 'Is your father still alive? Do you have another brother? ' And we answered him accordingly. How could we know that he would say, 'Bring your brother here'?"

				8 Then Judah said to his father Israel,"Send the boy with me. We will be on our way so that we may live and not die — neither we, nor you, nor our children. 9 I will be responsible for him. You can hold me personally accountable!jk If I do not bring him back to you and set him before you, I will be •guilty before you forever. 10 If we had not wasted time, we could have come back twice by now."

				11 Then their father Israel said to them,"If it must be so, then do this: Put some of the best products of the land in your packs and take them down to the man as a gift — some balsam and some honey, aromatic gum and resin, pistachios and almonds. 12 Take twice as much money with you. Return the money that was returned to you in the top of your bags. Perhaps it was a mistake. 13 Take your brother also, and go back at once to the man. 14 May •God Almighty cause the man to be merciful to you so that he will release your other brother and Benjamin to you. As for me, if I am deprived of my sons, then I am deprived."

				

	

The Return to Egypt

				15 The men took this gift, double the amount of money, and Benjamin. They made their way down to Egypt and stood before Joseph.

				16 When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to his steward,jl"Take the men to my house. Slaughter an animal and prepare it, for they will eat with me at noon." 17 The man did as Joseph had said and brought them to Joseph's house.

				18 But the men were afraid because they were taken to Joseph's house. They said,"We have been brought here because of the money that was returned in our bags the first time. They intend to overpower us, seize us, make us slaves, and take our donkeys." 19 So they approached Joseph's stewardjm and spoke to him at the doorway of the house.

				20 They said,"Sir, we really did come down here the first time only to buy food. 21 When we came to the place where we lodged for the night and opened our bags of grain, each one's money was at the top of his bag! It was the full amount of our money, and we have brought it back with us. 22 We have brought additional money with us to buy food. We don't know who put our money in the bags."

				23 Then the steward said,"May you be well. Don't be afraid. Your God and the God of your father must have put treasure in your bags. I received your money." Then he brought Simeon out to them. 24 The steward brought the men into Joseph's house, gave them water to wash their feet, and got feed for their donkeys. 25 Since the men had heard that they were going to eat a meal there, they prepared their gift for Joseph's arrival at noon. 26 When Joseph came home, they brought him the gift they had carried into the house, and they bowed to the ground before him.

				27 He asked if they were well, and he said,"How is your elderly father that you told me about? Is he still alive?"

				28 They answered,"Your servant our father is well. He is still alive." And they bowed down to honor him.

				29 When he looked up and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother's son, he asked,"Is this your youngest brother that you told me about?" Then he said,"May God be gracious to you, my son." 30 Joseph hurried out because he was overcome with emotion for his brother, and he was about to weep. He went into an inner room to weep. 31 Then he washed his face and came out. Regaining his composure, he said,"Serve the meal."

				32 They served him by himself, his brothers by themselves, and the Egyptians who were eating with him by themselves, because Egyptians could not eat with Hebrews, since that is abhorrent to them. 33 They were seated before him in order by age, from the firstborn to the youngest. The men looked at each other in astonishment. 34 Portions were served to them from Joseph's table, and Benjamin's portion was five times larger than any of theirs. They drank, and they got intoxicated with Joseph.

				

	

Joseph's Final Test

				44 Then Joseph commanded his steward:"Fill the men's bags with as much food as they can carry, and put each one's money at the top of his bag. 2 Put my cup, the silver one, at the top of the youngest one's bag, along with his grain money." So he did as Joseph told him.

				3 At morning light, the men were sent off with their donkeys. 4 They had not gone very far from the city when Joseph said to his steward,"Get up. Pursue the men, and when you overtake them, say to them, 'Why have you repaid evil for good? jn 5 Isn't this the cup that my master drinks from and uses for •divination? What you have done is wrong! '"

				6 When he overtook them, he said these words to them. 7 They said to him,"Why does my lord say these things? Your servants could not possibly do such a thing. 8 We even brought back to you from the land of Canaan the money we found at the top of our bags. How could we steal gold and silver from your master's house? 9 If any of us isjo found to have it, he must die, and we also will become my lord's slaves."

				10 The steward replied,"What you have said is right, but only the one who is found to have it will be my slave, and the rest of you will be blameless."

				11 So each one quickly lowered his sack to the ground and opened it. 12 The steward searched, beginning with the oldest and ending with the youngest, and the cup was found in Benjamin's sack. 13 Then they tore their clothes, and each one loaded his donkey and returned to the city.

				14 When Judah and his brothers reached Joseph's house, he was still there. They fell to the ground before him. 15 "What is this you have done?" Joseph said to them."Didn't you know that a man like me could uncover the truth by divination?"

				16 "What can we say to my lord?" Judah replied."How can we plead? How can we justify ourselves? God has exposed your servants' iniquity. We are now my lord's slaves — both we and the one in whose possession the cup was found."

				17 Then Joseph said,"I swear that I will not do this. The man in whose possession the cup was found will be my slave. The rest of you can go in peace to your father."

				

	

Judah's Plea for Benjamin

				18 But Judah approached him and said,"Sir, please let your servant speak personally to my lord.jp Do not be angry with your servant, for you are like Pharaoh. 19 My lord asked his servants, 'Do you have a father or a brother? ' 20 and we answered my lord, 'We have an elderly father and a younger brother, the child of his old age. The boy's brother is dead. He is the only one of his mother's sons left, and his father loves him.' 21 Then you said to your servants, 'Bring him to me so that I can see him.' 22 But we said to my lord, 'The boy cannot leave his father. If he were to leave, his father would die.' 23 Then you said to your servants, 'If your younger brother does not come down with you, you will not see me again.'

				24 "This is what happened when we went back to your servant my father: We reported your words to him. 25 But our father said, 'Go again, and buy us some food.' 26 We told him, 'We cannot go down unless our younger brother goes with us. So if our younger brother isn't with us, we cannot see the man.' 27 Your servant my father said to us, 'You know that my wife bore me two sons. 28 One left — I said that he must have been torn to pieces — and I have never seen him again. 29 If you also take this one from me and anything happens to him, you will bring my gray hairs down to •Sheol in sorrow.'

				30 "So if I come to your servant my father and the boy is not with us — his life is wrapped up with the boy's life — 31 when he sees that the boy is not with us, he will die. Then your servants will have brought the gray hairs of your servant our father down to Sheol in sorrow. 32 Your servant became accountable to my father for the boy, saying, 'If I do not return him to you, I will always bear the •guilt for sinning against you, my father.' 33 Now please let your servant remain here as my lord's slave, in place of the boy. Let him go back with his brothers. 34 For how can I go back to my father without the boy? I could not bear to see the grief that would overwhelm my father."

				

	

Joseph Reveals His Identity

				45 Joseph could no longer keep his composure in front of all his attendants,jq so he called out,"Send everyone away from me!" No one was with him when he revealed his identity to his brothers. 2 But he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and also Pharaoh's household heard it. 3 Joseph said to his brothers,"I am Joseph! Is my father still living?" But they could not answer him because they were terrified in his presence.

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - God's Gift of Tears
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				#67 When facing intensely emotional experiences, we should give ourselves permission to cry.

				What we know of Joseph's tears reflects not only his humanness but his heart attitude. He was a man who had more power, prestige, and authority than any man in the world. And yet, he never lost his ability to be tender, to show compassion, and to feel deeply. His willingness to weep also became a part of his emotional and spiritual healing.

				Note the following events that precipitated Joseph's tears:

				1.	when he saw his brother's hearts begin to soften in their relationship to God (42:21-24a);

				2.	when he learned that his brother Benjamin had not suffered the same plight he had (43:29-31);

				3.	when he saw Judah's true concern for his father, Jacob (44:33–45:2);

				4.	when he was reconciled with his brothers (45:14-15);

				5.	when he was reunited with his father (46:29);

				6.	when his father died (50:1-2);

				7.	when he saw the grief caused by his brothers' lingering guilt (50:17).

				When we are tempted to be embarrassed by our tears, let's remember Joseph. But even more so, let's remember Jesus Christ, who was both truly God and truly man. In His humanness, when His close friend Lazarus died, we read in the shortest verse in the Bible,"Jesus wept" (Jn 11:35).

				Reflection and Response

				What are reasons some people have difficulty crying, even when facing very emotionally wrenching circumstances?

				

				4 Then Joseph said to his brothers,"Please, come near me," and they came near."I am Joseph, your brother," he said,"the one you sold into Egypt. 5 And now don't be worried or angry with yourselves for selling me here, because God sent me ahead of you to preserve life. 6 For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there will be five more years without plowing or harvesting. 7 God sent me ahead of you to establish you as a remnant within the land and to keep you alive by a great deliverance.jr 8 Therefore it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household, and ruler over all the land of Egypt.

				9 "Return quickly to my father and say to him, 'This is what your son Joseph says:"God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me without delay. 10 You can settle in the land of Goshen and be near me — you, your children, and grandchildren, your sheep, cattle, and all you have. 11 There I will sustain you, for there will be five more years of famine. Otherwise, you, your household, and everything you have will become destitute." ' 12 Look! Your eyes and my brother Benjamin's eyes can see that it is I, Joseph, who amjs speaking to you. 13 Tell my father about all my glory in Egypt and about all you have seen. And bring my father here quickly."

				14 Then Joseph threw his arms around Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin wept on his shoulder. 15 Joseph kissed each of his brothers as he wept,jt and afterward his brothers talked with him.

				A Principle to Live By - Forgiveness
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				#68 When someone has wronged us, we are to forgive unconditionally even though that person may not admit it was wrong or even ask for forgiveness.

				Joseph had forgiven his brothers for their terrible injustices long before he met them that day. If he had not, he would have been consumed with bitterness. He would have seen this as an opportunity to take revenge. Though he had to test them to get answers to his questions, he was not retaliating.

				Centuries later, Jesus told His audience,"love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you" (Mt 5:44). Joseph was practicing this powerful exhortation without ever having met the Messiah. In his heart, he was living Jesus' words: 

				For if you forgive people their wrongdoing, your heavenly Father will forgive you as well. But if you don't forgive people, your Father will not forgive your wrongdoing. (Mt 6:14-15)

				As Jesus died for the sins of the world, He illustrated this principle. Looking down from the cross, He prayed for His enemies who nailed Him there:"Father, forgive them, because they do not know what they are doing" (Lk 23:34).

				Forgiveness is an act of the will. We may at times still have feelings of hurt, disappointment, sadness, and even anger. It's at these moments we must simply affirm in our hearts that we have indeed forgiven those who have hurt us, even though they may never have asked for forgiveness. Paul addressed this issue:

				And don't grieve God's Holy Spirit. You were sealed by Him for the day of redemption. All bitterness, anger and wrath, shouting and slander must be removed from you, along with all malice. And be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving one another, just as God also forgave you in Christ. (Eph 4:30-32)  (See Eph #11:Walking in Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so difficult to forgive people who have wounded us deeply?

				

				

	

The Return for Jacob

				16 When the news reached Pharaoh's palace,"Joseph's brothers have come," Pharaoh and his servants were pleased. 17 Pharaoh said to Joseph,"Tell your brothers, 'Do this: Load your animals and go on back to the land of Canaan. 18 Get your father and your families, and come back to me. I will give you the best of the land of Egypt, and you can eat from the richness of the land.' 19 You are also commanded, 'Do this: Take wagons from the land of Egypt for your young children and your wives and bring your father here. 20 Do not be concerned about your belongings, for the best of all the land of Egypt is yours.'"

				21 The sons of Israel did this. Joseph gave them wagons as Pharaoh had commanded, and he gave them provisions for the journey. 22 He gave each of the brothers changes of clothes, but he gave Benjamin 300 pieces of silver and five changes of clothes. 23 He sent his father the following: 10 donkeys carrying the best products of Egypt and 10 female donkeys carrying grain, food, and provisions for his father on the journey. 24 So Joseph sent his brothers on their way, and as they were leaving, he said to them,"Don't argue on the way."

				25 So they went up from Egypt and came to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan. 26 They said,"Joseph is still alive, and he is ruler over all the land of Egypt!" Jacob was stunned,ju for he did not believe them. 27 But when they told Jacob all that Joseph had said to them, and when he saw the wagons that Joseph had sent to transport him, the spirit of their father Jacob revived.

				28 Then Israel said,"Enough! My son Joseph is still alive. I will go to see him before I die."

				

	

Jacob Leaves for Egypt

				46 Israel set out with all that he had and came to Beer-sheba, and he offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. 2 That night God spoke to Israel in a vision:"Jacob, Jacob!" He said.

				And Jacob replied,"Here I am."

				3 God said,"I am God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will make you into a great nation there. 4 I will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also bring you back. Joseph will put his hands on your eyes."

				5 Jacob left Beer-sheba. The sons of Israel took their father Jacob in the wagons Pharaoh had sent to carry him, along with their children and their wives. 6 They also took their cattle and possessions they had acquired in the land of Canaan. Then Jacob and all his children went with him to Egypt. 7 His sons and grandsons, his daughters and granddaughters, indeed all his •offspring, he brought with him to Egypt.

				

	

Jacob's Family

				8 These are the names of the Israelites, Jacob and his sons, who went to Egypt:

				

				Jacob's firstborn: Reuben.

				9 Reuben's sons: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi.

				10 Simeon's sons: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul, the son of a Canaanite woman.

				11 Levi's sons: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.

				12 Judah's sons: Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah; but Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan.

				Perez's sons: Hezron and Hamul.

				13 Issachar's sons: Tola, Puvah, jv Jashub, jw and Shimron.

				14 Zebulun's sons: Sered, Elon, and Jahleel.

				15 These were Leah's sons born to Jacob in Paddan-aram, as well as his daughter Dinah. The total number of persons:jx 33.

				16 Gad's sons: Ziphion, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli.

				17 Asher's sons: Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, Beriah, and their sister Serah.

				Beriah's sons were Heber and Malchiel.

				18 These were the sons of Zilpah — whom Laban gave to his daughter Leah — that she bore to Jacob: 16 persons.

				19 The sons of Jacob's wife Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin.

				20 Manasseh and Ephraim were born to Joseph in the land of Egypt. They were born to him by Asenath daughter of Potiphera, a priest at On.jy

				21 Benjamin's sons: Bela, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim, and Ard.

				22 These were Rachel's sons who were born to Jacob: 14 persons.

				23 Dan's son: jz Hushim.

				24 Naphtali's sons: Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem.

				25 These were the sons of Bilhah, whom Laban gave to his daughter Rachel. She bore to Jacob: seven persons.

				26 The total number of persons belonging to Jacob — his direct descendants,ka not including the wives of Jacob's sons — who came to Egypt: 66.

				27 And Joseph's sons who were born to him in Egypt: two persons.

				All those of Jacob's household who had come to Egypt: 70 kb persons.

				

	

Jacob Arrives in Egypt

				28 Now Jacob had sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph to prepare for his arrivalkc at Goshen. When they came to the land of Goshen, 29 Joseph hitched the horses to his chariot and went up to Goshen to meet his father Israel. Joseph presented himself to him, threw his arms around him, and wept for a long time.

				30 Then Israel said to Joseph,"At last I can die, now that I have seen your face and know you are still alive!"

				31 Joseph said to his brothers and to his father's household,"I will go up and inform Pharaoh, telling him: My brothers and my father's household, who were in the land of Canaan, have come to me. 32 The men are shepherds; they also raise livestock. They have brought their sheep and cattle and all that they have. 33 When Pharaoh addresses you and asks, 'What is your occupation? ' 34 you are to say, 'Your servants, both we and our fathers, have raised livestockkd from our youth until now.' Then you will be allowed to settle in the land of Goshen, since all shepherds are abhorrent to Egyptians."

				

	

Pharaoh Welcomes Jacob

				47 So Joseph went and informed Pharaoh:"My father and my brothers, with their sheep and cattle and all that they own, have come from the land of Canaan and are now in the land of Goshen."

				2 He took five of his brothers and presented them before Pharaoh. 3 Then Pharaoh asked his brothers,"What is your occupation?"

				And they said to Pharaoh,"Your servants, both we and our fathers, are shepherds." 4 Then they said to Pharaoh,"We have come to live in the land for a while because there is no grazing land for your servants' sheep, since the famine in the land of Canaan has been severe. So now, please let your servants settle in the land of Goshen."

				5 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph,"Now that your father and brothers have come to you, 6 the land of Egypt is open before you; settle your father and brothers in the best part of the land. They can live in the land of Goshen. If you know of any capable men among them, put them in charge of my livestock."

				7 Joseph then brought his father Jacob and presented him before Pharaoh, and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 8 Then Pharaoh said to Jacob,"How many years have you lived?"ke

				9 Jacob said to Pharaoh,"My pilgrimage has lasted 130 years. My years have been few and hard, and they have not surpassed the years of my fathers during their pilgrimages." 10 So Jacob blessed Pharaoh and departed from Pharaoh's presence.

				11 Then Joseph settled his father and brothers in the land of Egypt and gave them property in the best part of the land, the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded. 12 And Joseph provided his father, his brothers, and all his father's household with food for their dependents.

				

	

The Land Becomes Pharaoh's

				13 But there was no food in that entire region, for the famine was very severe. The land of Egypt and the land of Canaan were exhausted by the famine. 14 Joseph collected all the money to be found in the land of Egypt and the land of Canaan in exchange for the grain they were purchasing, and he brought the money to Pharaoh's palace. 15 When the money from the land of Egypt and the land of Canaan was gone, all the Egyptians came to Joseph and said,"Give us food. Why should we die here in front of you? The money is gone!"

				16 But Joseph said,"Give me your livestock. Since the money is gone, I will give you food in exchange for your livestock." 17 So they brought their livestock to Joseph, and he gave them food in exchange for the horses, the herds of sheep, the herds of cattle, and the donkeys. That year he provided them with food in exchange for all their livestock.

				18 When that year was over, they came the next year and said to him,"We cannot hide from our lord that the money is gone and that all our livestock belongs to our lord. There is nothing left for our lord except our bodies and our land. 19 Why should we die here in front of you — both us and our land? Buy us and our land in exchange for food. Then we with our land will become Pharaoh's slaves. Give us seed so that we can live and not die, and so that the land won't become desolate."

				20 In this way, Joseph acquired all the land in Egypt for Pharaoh, because every Egyptian sold his field since the famine was so severe for them. The land became Pharaoh's, 21 and Joseph moved the people to the cities kf from one end of Egypt to the other. 22 The only land he didn't acquire was the priests' portion, for it was given to them by Pharaoh. They lived offkg the rations Pharaoh had given them; therefore they did not sell their land.

				23 Then Joseph said to the people,"Understand today that I have acquired you and your land for Pharaoh. Here is seed for you. Sow it in the land. 24 At harvest, you are to give a fifth of it to Pharaoh, and four-fifths will be yours as seed for the field and as food for yourselves, your households, and your dependents."

				25 And they said,"You have saved our lives. We have found favor in our lord's eyes and will be Pharaoh's slaves." 26 So Joseph made it a law, still in effect today in the land of Egypt, that a fifth of the produce belongs to Pharaoh. Only the priests' land does not belong to Pharaoh.

				27 Israel settled in the land of Egypt, in the region of Goshen. They acquired property in it and became fruitful and very numerous. 

				A Principle to Live By - Doing Good for All

				[image: Getz0069.png]

				#69 No matter our circumstances, we should live lives of integrity before all people.

				Joseph was used by God to be a blessing to his brothers, but his personal witness extended beyond his immediate family. When Jacob's body was returned for burial in Canaan, his family was accompanied by"all Pharaoh's servants, the elders of his household, and all the elders of the land of Egypt" (50:7). In fact, when the Canaanites saw this impressive procession, they said,"This is a solemn mourning on the part of the Egyptians" (50:11).

				God used Joseph's faithfulness and integrity to bless many, many people, believers and unbelievers alike. Think what God can do through the body of Jesus Christ when all believers love one another and also care about those who are yet without Christ. Paul challenged the Galatian believers—and us—to apply this principle consistently:

				So we must not get tired of doing good, for we will reap at the proper time if we don't give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, we must work for the good of all, especially for those who belong to the household of faith. (Gl 6:9-10)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is Jesus' prayer in John 17:20-23 so important in applying this principle?  (See Jn #33:The Results of Love.)

				

				

	

Israel Settles in Goshen

				28 Now Jacob lived in the land of Egypt 17 years, and his life span was 147 years. 29 When the time drew near for him to die, he called his son Joseph and said to him,"If I have found favor in your eyes, put your hand under my thigh and promise me that you will deal with me in kindness and faithfulness. Do not bury me in Egypt. 30 When I rest with my fathers, carry me away from Egypt and bury me in their burial place."

				Joseph answered,"I will do what you have asked."

				31 And Jacob said,"Swear to me." So Joseph swore to him. Then Israel bowed in thanks at the head of his bed.kh

				

	

Jacob Blesses Ephraim and Manasseh

				48 Some time after this, Joseph was told,"Your father is weaker." So he set out with his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. 2 When Jacob was told,"Your son Joseph has come to you," Israel summoned his strength and sat up in bed.

				3 Jacob said to Joseph,"•God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan and blessed me. 4 He said to me, 'I will make you fruitful and numerous; I will make many nations come from you, and I will give this land as an eternal possession to your future descendants.' 5 Your two sons born to you in the land of Egypt before I came to you in Egypt are now mine. Ephraim and Manasseh belong to me just as Reuben and Simeon do. 6 Children born to you after them will be yours and will be recorded under the names of their brothers with regard to their inheritance. 7 When I was returning from Paddan, to my sorrow Rachel died along the way, some distance from Ephrath in the land of Canaan. I buried her there along the way to Ephrath," (that is, Bethlehem).

				8 When Israel saw Joseph's sons, he said,"Who are these?"

				9 And Joseph said to his father,"They are my sons God has given me here."

				So Jacob said,"Bring them to me and I will bless them." 10 Now his eyesight was poor because of old age; he could hardlyki see. Joseph brought them to him, and he kissed and embraced them. 11 Israel said to Joseph,"I never expected to see your face again, but now God has even let me see your •offspring." 12 Then Joseph took them from his father's knees and bowed with his face to the ground.

				

	

Ephraim's Greater Blessing

				13 Then Joseph took them both — with his right hand Ephraim toward Israel's left, and with his left hand Manasseh toward Israel's right — and brought them to Israel. 14 But Israel stretched out his right hand and put it on the head of Ephraim, the younger, and crossing his hands, put his left on Manasseh's head, although Manasseh was the firstborn. 15 Then he blessed Joseph and said:

				

				The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked,

				the God who has been my shepherd all my life to this day,

				16 the Angel who has redeemed me from all harm —

				may He bless these boys.

				And may they be called by my name

				and the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac,

				and may they grow to be numerous 
within the land.

				

				17 When Joseph saw that his father had placed his right hand on Ephraim's head, he thought it was a mistakekj and took his father's hand to move it from Ephraim's head to Manasseh's. 18 Joseph said to his father,"Not that way, my father! This one is the firstborn. Put your right hand on his head."

				19 But his father refused and said,"I know, my son, I know! He too will become a tribe,kk and he too will be great; nevertheless, his younger brother will be greater than he, and his offspring will become a populous nation."kl 20 So he blessed them that day with these words:

				

				The nation Israel will invoke blessings 
by you, saying,

				"May God make you like Ephraim and Manasseh,"

				putting Ephraim before Manasseh.

				

				21 Then Israel said to Joseph,"Look, I am about to die, but God will be with you and will bring you back to the land of your fathers. 22 Over and above what I am giving your brothers, I am giving you the one mountain slopekm that I took from the hand of the Amorites with my sword and bow."

				

	

Jacob's Last Words

				49 Then Jacob called his sons and said,"Gather around, and I will tell you what will happen to you in the days to come.kn

				

				2 Come together and listen, sons of Jacob;

				listen to your father Israel:

				

				3 Reuben, you are my firstborn,

				my strength and the firstfruits of my virility,

				excelling in prominence, excelling in power.

				4 Turbulent as water, you will no longer excel,

				because you got into your father's bed

				and you defiled it — he ko got into my bed.

				

				5 Simeon and Levi are brothers;

				their knives are vicious weapons.

				6 May I never enter their council;

				may I never join their assembly.

				For in their anger they kill men,

				and on a whim they hamstring oxen.

				7 Their anger is cursed, for it is strong,

				and their fury, for it is cruel!

				I will disperse them throughout Jacob

				and scatter them throughout Israel.

				

				8 Judah, your brothers will praise you.

				Your hand will be on the necks of your enemies;

				your father's sons will bow down to you.

				9 Judah is a young lion —

				my son, you return from the kill.

				He crouches; he lies down like a lion

				or a lioness — who dares to rouse him?

				10 The scepter will not depart from Judah

				or the staff from between his feet

				until He whose right it is comeskp

				and the obedience of the peoples belongs to Him.

				11 He ties his donkey to a vine,

				and the colt of his donkey to the choice vine.

				He washes his clothes in wine

				and his robes in the blood of grapes.

				12 His eyes are darker than wine,

				and his teeth are whiter than milk.

				

				13 Zebulun will live by the seashore

				and will be a harbor for ships,

				and his territory will be next to Sidon.

				

				14 Issachar is a strong donkey

				lying down between the saddlebags.kq

				15 He saw that his resting place was good

				and that the land was pleasant,

				so he leaned his shoulder to bear a load

				and became a forced laborer.

				

				16 Dan will judge his people

				as one of the tribes of Israel.

				17 He will be a snake by the road,

				a viper beside the path,

				that bites the horses' heels

				so that its rider falls backward.

				

				18 I wait for Your salvation, Lord.

				

				19 Gad will be attacked by raiders,

				but he will attack their heels.

				

				20 Asher's kr food will be rich,

				and he will produce royal delicacies.

				

				21 Naphtali is a doe set free

				that bears beautiful fawns.

				

				22 Joseph is a fruitful vine,

				a fruitful vine beside a spring;

				its branchesks climb over the wall.kt

				23 The archers attacked him,

				shot at him, and were hostile toward him.

				24 Yet his bow remained steady,

				and his strongku arms were made agile

				by the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob,

				by the name of kv the Shepherd, the Rock of Israel,

				25 by the God of your father who helps you,

				and by the •Almighty who blesses you

				with blessings of the heavens above,

				blessings of the deep that lies below,

				and blessings of the breasts and the womb.

				26 The blessings of your father excel

				the blessings of my ancestorskw

				andkx the bounty of the eternal hills.ky

				May they rest on the head of  Joseph,

				on the crown of the prince of his brothers.

				

				27 Benjamin is a wolf; he tears his prey.

				In the morning he devours the prey,

				and in the evening he divides the plunder."

				

				28 These are the tribes of Israel, 12 in all, and this was what their father said to them. He blessed them, and he blessed each one with a suitable blessing.

				

	

Jacob's Burial Instructions

				29 Then he commanded them:"I am about to be gathered to my people. Bury me with my fathers in the cave in the field of Ephron the Hittite. 30 The cave is in the field of Machpelah near Mamre, in the land of Canaan. This is the field Abraham purchased from Ephron the Hittite as a burial site. 31 Abraham and his wife Sarah are buried there, Isaac and his wife Rebekah are buried there, and I buried Leah there. 32 The field and the cave in it were purchased from the Hittites." 33 When Jacob had finished instructing his sons, he drew his feet into the bed and died. He was gathered to his people.

				

	

Jacob's Burial

				50 Then Joseph, leaning over his father's face, wept and kissed him. 2 He commanded his servants who were physicians to embalm his father. So they embalmed Israel. 3 They took 40 days to complete this, for embalming takes that long, and the Egyptians mourned for him 70 days.

				4 When the days of mourning were over, Joseph said to Pharaoh's household,"If I have found favor with you, please tellkz Pharaoh that 5 my father made me take an oath, saying, 'I am about to die. You must bury me there in the tomb that I made for myself in the land of Canaan.' Now let me go and bury my father. Then I will return."

				6 So Pharaoh said,"Go and bury your father in keeping with your oath."

				7 Then Joseph went to bury his father, and all Pharaoh's servants, the elders of his household, and all the elders of the land of Egypt went with him, 8 along with all Joseph's household, his brothers, and his father's household. Only their children, their sheep, and their cattle were left in the land of Goshen. 9 Horses and chariots went up with him; it was a very impressive procession. 10 When they reached the threshing floor of Atad, which is across the Jordan, they lamented and wept loudly, and Joseph mourned seven days for his father. 11 When the Canaanite inhabitants of the land saw the mourning at the threshing floor of Atad, they said,"This is a solemn mourning on the part of the Egyptians." Therefore the place is named Abel-mizraim. It is across the Jordan.

				12 So Jacob's sons did for him what he had commanded them. 13 They carried him to the land of Canaan and buried him in the cave at Machpelah in the field near Mamre, which Abraham had purchased as a burial site from Ephron the Hittite. 14 After Joseph buried his father, he returned to Egypt with his brothers and all who had gone with him to bury his father.

				

	

Joseph's Kindness

				15 When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said to one another,"If Joseph is holding a grudge against us, he will certainly repay us for all the suffering we caused him."

				16 So they sent this message to Joseph,"Before he died your father gave a command: 17 'Say this to Joseph: Please forgive your brothers' transgression and their sin — the suffering they caused you.' Therefore, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your father." Joseph wept when their message came to him. 18 Then his brothers also came to him, bowed down before him, and said,"We are your slaves!"

				19 But Joseph said to them,"Don't be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20 You planned evil against me; God planned it for good to bring about the present result — the survival of many people. 21 Therefore don't be afraid. I will take care of you and your little ones." And he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.la

				A Principle to Live By - Understanding God's Purpose

				[image: Getz0070.png]

				#70 When we face difficult situations, we should ask God to help us see some divine meaning in these experiences.

				Guilt has a way of lingering even after we are forgiven. After their father's death, the sons of Jacob were overcome with feelings of paranoia. Would Joseph now retaliate for what they had done to him? They plotted a two-fold strategy to appease Joseph. They sent word to him that their father had left instructions before he died, requesting that he forgive them for what they had done. They then followed up this contrived message by offering to be his slaves. 

				Joseph immediately acknowledged that he knew that they had"planned evil against" him, but he then reassured them that"God planned it for good" to actually save their lives and many others (v. 20). What Joseph shared with his brothers is, in essence, what Paul shared with all believers in his letter to the Romans:

				We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God: those who are called according to His purpose. (Rm 8:28)

				Humanly speaking, we cannot understand this divine perspective. However, if we can see some meaning in our suffering—even if it doesn't make sense logically and rationally—we can experience an inner strength that is clearly supernatural, even though we may never comprehend the purpose in our suffering until we meet Christ face to face. Still, with the eye of faith, we can be sure God can use our difficult circumstances to achieve His purposes in the world. This is perhaps one of the greatest lessons we can learn from the life of Joseph.  (See Jos #20:God's Sovereign Ways.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it virtually impossible to understand completely the great enduring truth embedded in Genesis 50:20 and Romans 8:28?

				

				

	

Joseph's Death

				22 Joseph and his father's household remained in Egypt. Joseph lived 110 years. 23 He saw Ephraim's sons to the third generation; the sons of Manasseh's son Machir were recognized bylb Joseph.

				24 Joseph said to his brothers,"I am about to die, but God will certainly come to your aid and bring you up from this land to the land He promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob." 25 So Joseph made the sons of Israel take an oath:"When God comes to your aid, you are to carry my bones up from here."

				26 Joseph died at the age of 110. They embalmed him and placed him in a coffin in Egypt.  (See Heb #17:Faith that Endures.)
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						hh34:12 Or bride-price, or betrothal present

					

					
						hi34:24 Lit All who went out of the city gate

					

					
						hj34:24 Lit all the males who went out of the city gate

					

					
						hk35:7 Or El-bethel

					

					
						hl35:8 Lit Deborah, Rebekah's wet nurse ; Gn 24:59

					

					
						hm35:8 Or Allon-bacuth

					

					
						hn35:11 Lit will come from your loins

					

					
						ho35:13 Lit went up

					

					
						hp35:21 Or beyond Migdal-eder

					

					
						hq36:2 Sam, LXX read Anah son

					

					
						hr36:14 Sam, LXX read Anah son

					

					
						hs36:16 Sam omits Korah

					

					
						ht36:24 Syr, Vg; Tg reads the mules ; Hb obscure

					

					
						hu36:39 Many Hb mss, Sam, Syr read Hadad

					

					
						hv36:43 Lit He Esau

					

					
						hw37:3 Or robe with long sleeves

					

					
						hx37:19 Lit comes the lord of the dreams

					

					
						hy37:21 Lit their hands

					

					
						hz37:30 Lit And I, where am I going

					

					
						ia38:5 LXX reads She was at Chezib when

					

					
						ib38:5 Or He was at Chezib when

					

					
						ic38:12 Lit And there were many days

					

					
						id38:14 Or sat by the mouth of the springs

					

					
						ie38:26 Or more righteous

					

					
						if39:2 Lit and he was

					

					
						ig39:4 Lit owned in his hand

					

					
						ih39:6 Lit owned in Joseph's hand

					

					
						ii39:7 Lit And after these things

					

					
						ij39:8 Lit owns in my hand

					

					
						ik39:10 Lit did not listen to her

					

					
						il39:10 Lit refused to lie beside her, to be with her

					

					
						im39:11 Lit there in the house

					

					
						in39:15 Lit me raise my voice and scream

					

					
						io39:18 Lit I raised my voice and screamed

					

					
						ip39:22 Lit prison in the hand of Joseph

					

					
						iq39:23 Lit anything in his hand

					

					
						ir40:4 Lit custody days

					

					
						is40:19 Or and impale you on a pole

					

					
						it40:19 Lit eat your flesh from upon you

					

					
						iu40:22 Or impaled

					

					
						iv41:16 Or "God will answer Pharaoh with peace of mind."

					

					
						iw41:29 Lit Look! Seven

					

					
						ix41:38 Or the spirit of the gods, or a god's spirit

					

					
						iy41:40 Lit will kiss your mouth

					

					
						iz41:45 Or Heliopolis

					

					
						ja41:45 Or Joseph gained authority over

					

					
						jb41:50 Or Heliopolis

					

					
						jc42:9 Lit nakedness

					

					
						jd42:13 Or today

					

					
						je42:14 Lit "That which I spoke to you saying

					

					
						jf42:19 Lit your brothers

					

					
						jg42:22 Lit Even his blood is being sought

					

					
						jh42:32 Lit of our

					

					
						ji42:32 Or today

					

					
						jj42:37 Lit hand

					

					
						jk43:9 Lit can seek him from my hand

					

					
						jl43:16 Lit to the one who was over his house

					

					
						jm43:19 Lit approached the one who was over the house

					

					
						jn44:4 LXX adds Why have you stolen my silver cup?

					

					
						jo44:9 Lit If your servants are

					

					
						jp44:18 Lit speak a word in my lord's ears

					

					
						jq45:1 Lit all those standing about him

					

					
						jr45:7 Or keep alive for you many survivors

					

					
						js45:12 Lit that my mouth is

					

					
						jt45:15 Lit brothers, and he wept over them

					

					
						ju45:26 Lit Jacob's heart was numb

					

					
						jv46:13 Sam, Syr read Puah ; 1Ch 7:1

					

					
						jw46:13 Sam, LXX; MT reads Iob

					

					
						jx46:15 Lit All persons his sons and his daughters

					

					
						jy46:20 Or Heliopolis

					

					
						jz46:23 Alt Hb tradition reads sons

					

					
						ka46:26 Lit Jacob who came out from his loins

					

					
						kb46:27 LXX reads 75 ; Ac 7:14

					

					
						kc46:28 Lit to give directions before him

					

					
						kd46:34 Lit fathers, are men of livestock

					

					
						ke47:8 Lit many are the days of the years

					

					
						kf47:21 Sam, LXX, Vg read and he made the people servants

					

					
						kg47:22 Lit They ate

					

					
						kh47:31 Or Israel worshiped while leaning on the top of his staff

					

					
						ki48:10 Lit he was not able to

					

					
						kj48:17 Or he was displeased ; lit head, it was bad in his eyes

					

					
						kk48:19 Lit people

					

					
						kl48:19 Or a multitude of nations; lit a fullness of nations

					

					
						km48:22 Or Shechem, Joseph's burial place; lit one shoulder

					

					
						kn49:1 Or in the last days

					

					
						ko49:4 LXX, Syr, Tg read you

					

					
						kp49:10 Or until tribute comes to him, or until Shiloh comes, or until He comes to Shiloh

					

					
						kq49:14 Or sheepfolds

					

					
						kr49:19-20 LXX, Syr, Vg; MT reads their heel. 20 From Asher

					

					
						ks49:22 Lit daughters

					

					
						kt49:22 Hb obscure

					

					
						ku49:24 Lit and the hands of his

					

					
						kv49:24 Syr, Tg; MT reads Jacob, from there

					

					
						kw49:26 Or of the mountains

					

					
						kx49:26 Lit to

					

					
						ky49:26 Hb obscure

					

					
						kz50:4 Lit please speak in the ears of

					

					
						la50:21 Lit spoke to their hearts

					

					
						lb50:23 Lit were born on the knees of

					

				

			

	

				Exodus

				Author: Moses

				Date of events: 1526–1446 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				In the book of Exodus, Moses records a pivotal moment in the history of redemption. Jacob's offspring, the nation of Israel, had settled in Egypt. Initially life was good, but then the Egyptians began to enslave and abuse the Israelites. It looked like the promise that God gave to Abraham would not be fulfilled—the promise that Abraham's offspring would be blessed, would live in the land of Canaan, and would pass God's blessing on to all nations. 

				Exodus teaches us principles of hope while enduring persecution

				

				

				Though they had done nothing to deserve God's favor, in grace and mercy God heard the cry of His oppressed people. With His mighty, outstretched arm He reached into the land of Egypt and redeemed Israel to be His own treasured possession. God used signs and wonders to redeem His people. Israel saw the Egyptians suffer the ten plagues and saw them perish in the Red Sea. But Israel quickly seemed to forget what they had seen and failed to worship God alone.

				Exodus teaches us principles of God's mercy and sovereign power

				

				

				The book of Exodus is also about the leader of Israel, Moses. At first, Moses was endangered by the cruel oppressors. But God protected him through the proactive measures of his parents and through His sovereign control of events, even the events in Egypt, far from the promised land. God prepared Moses through his upbringing in the Egyptian palace. God strengthened him through his early experiences in life and leadership. An insecure, reluctant man became a wise, confident leader by learning to depend on God. Then God used him to lead His people and to deliver His Word.

				Exodus teaches us principles of godly leadership

				

				

				After He redeemed the children of Israel, God granted them laws by which they could lead fulfilled lives. As the people of the holy God, they were taught how to behave before Him and worship Him in holiness. In their worship and in their lives, they demonstrated the holiness, grace, and compassion of God. They had the opportunity to show the nations around them how people chosen and redeemed by God conduct themselves in grace and love.

				Exodus teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				List of principles in exodus

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

						
								
								1:1-7

							
								
								#1: God's Unconditional Promises

							
								
								We are to live our lives with the full confidence that God will ultimately fulfill His promises.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:8-14

							
								
								#2: Times of Persecution

							
								
								When we live among people who are threatened by our presence, we should expect various forms of persecution.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								1:15-22

							
								
								#3: Wise Resistance

							
								
								When we are persecuted because of our biblical values, we should respond with wisdom and discretion.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:1-4

							
								
								#4: Proactive Parenting

							
								
								Parents are to be proactive in protecting children from evil influences. 

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								2:5-10

							
								
								#5: A Family Affair

							
								
								As local churches, we are to provide love and support for families that are experiencing the results of a hostile environment. 

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								2:11-15

							
								
								#6: Putting Others First

							
								
								When we make decisions, we are to consider first and foremost the needs of others rather than our own needs.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								3:1-12

							
								
								#7: Serving in God's Strength

							
								
								We are to use the abilities and gifts God has given us diligently, but we are always to rely on His divine strength.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								3:13–4:12

							
								
								#8: Healing Emotional Scars

							
								
								When we have experienced unusual trauma, we should trust God to help us experience spiritual and emotional healing.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								5:1–6:9

							
								
								#9: Painful but Helpful Tests

							
								
								When we experience negative psychological results because of our human failures, we should not be surprised if God tests us in our areas of vulnerability.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								6:10-30

							
								
								#10: Regressive 
Behavior

							
								
								On our journey toward maturity, we must be on guard against our tendency to regress to old patterns of behavior.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								7:1–11:10

							
								
								#11: Divine Therapy

							
								
								To serve God and His people courageously, we should trust Him to help us take specific steps to overcome our own psychological and spiritual problems.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								12:1-28

							
								
								#12: Christ, the Passover Lamb

							
								
								To inherit eternal life, we must receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our personal Savior and experience the redemption that comes through His shed blood.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								14:1-22

							
								
								#13: Developing 
Confidence in God

							
								
								To develop our faith in God, we must also develop our confidence in the capacities and abilities God has given us.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								14:23-31

							
								
								#14: Putting God First

							
								
								All spiritual leaders should make sure God is always exalted above all.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								15:1-21

							
								
								#15: Glorifying God

							
								
								There are times we should avoid using first person pronouns in order to focus attention on God.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								15:22-27

							
								
								#16: Short Memories

							
								
								When we face difficult circumstances, we should reflect on God's previous and present blessings.

							
								
								16

							
						

						
								
								16:1-8

							
								
								#17: Respecting Our Leaders

							
								
								When we complain against Christian leaders who are serving Christ faithfully, we must understand that we are actually complaining against God.

							
								
								17

							
						

						
								
								16:9-30

							
								
								#18: Complete 
Obedience

							
								
								We are to determine in our hearts to obey God fully.

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								17:1-7

							
								
								#19: Our Wilderness School

							
								
								To continue to mature in Christ, we are to view our weaknesses as opportunities to grow spiritually.

							
								
								19

							
						

						
								
								18:1-12

							
								
								#20: Witnessing to
 Unsaved Family 
Members

							
								
								To be an effective Christian witness to unsaved relatives, we are to live consistent Christian lives.

							
								
								20

							
						

						
								
								18:13-18

							
								
								#21: Leadership Blind Spots

							
								
								To function effectively, leaders in churches, in families, and in vocational roles should seek wisdom and guidance from others.

							
								
								21

							
						

						
								
								18:19-20

							
								
								#22: Establishing 
Priorities

							
								
								To be effective, spiritual leaders must establish biblical priorities.

							
								
								22

							
						

						
								
								18:21-23

							
								
								#23: Delegating 
Effectively

							
								
								To be effective leaders, we must delegate responsibilities to other qualified people.

							
								
								23

							
						

						
								
								18:24-27

							
								
								#24: Being Teachable

							
								
								To be effective, leaders must continue to be learners themselves.

							
								
								24

							
						

						
								
								19:1-6

							
								
								#25: Reflecting God's Holiness

							
								
								As members of God's spiritual family, we are to reflect God's holy character to those who are not yet His children.

							
								
								25

							
						

						
								
								19:7–20:17

							
								
								#26: A New Command

							
								
								As believers, we are to love one another as He has loved us in order to fulfill the requirements of the law.

							
								
								26

							
						

						
								
								21:1–23:9

							
								
								#27: The Greatest 
Commandments

							
								
								To evaluate the maturity of our relationship with God, we should evaluate the quality of our relationships with one another.

							
								
								27

							
						

						
								
								23:20-33

							
								
								#28: A Holy Witness

							
								
								We are to be God's witnesses in this world without becoming a part of the world.

							
								
								28

							
						

						
								
								25:1–27:21

							
								
								#29: God's Sanctuary

							
								
								Since believers are God's New Testament temple, we should more and more reflect His holiness as we grow together in Jesus Christ.

							
								
								29

							
						

						
								
								28:1-43

							
								
								#30: Reflecting Jesus Christ

							
								
								As local churches, we are to reflect the beauty, glory, and holiness of the Lord Jesus Christ by manifesting the fruit of the Spirit in all of our relationships.

							
								
								30

							
						

						
								
								29:1-46

							
								
								#31: Set Apart for God

							
								
								Spiritual leaders are to be models of Christlike maturity but should not be considered separate from other members of the body of Jesus Christ. 

							
								
								31

							
						

						
								
								32:1-6

							
								
								#32: The Sin of Idolatry

							
								
								We must constantly be on guard against idolatrous attitudes and actions.

							
								
								32

							
						

						
								
								32:7-14

							
								
								#33: Supernatural 
Compassion

							
								
								To demonstrate God's eternal love and compassion, we must be empowered by the Holy Spirit to reflect the fruit of the Spirit.

							
								
								33

							
						

						
								
								32:15-24

							
								
								#34: Human 
Rationalization

							
								
								We should not rationalize our sinful behavior or avoid taking responsibility for our actions.

							
								
								34

							
						

						
								
								33:1-23

							
								
								#35: Intercessory Prayer

							
								
								Because of the mediating ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ, we are to approach God anytime and anywhere to share our deepest concerns.

							
								
								35

							
						

						
								
								34:28-35

							
								
								#36: Reflecting God's Glory

							
								
								It's God's will that we should more and more reflect His glory and holiness to the watching world.

							
								
								36

							
						

						
								
								35:4-29

							
								
								#37: Grace and 
Generosity

							
								
								As we understand and experience God's grace, we should be motivated to be generous with our material possessions in order to build His eternal kingdom.

							
								
								37

							
						

						
								
								35:30-35

							
								
								#38: Gifts of the Holy Spirit

							
								
								As members of God's spiritual family, we are to use our talents and abilities to build up one another and become a living sanctuary.

							
								
								38

							
						

						
								
								39:32-43

							
								
								#39: The Tribunal of Christ

							
								
								As members of God's living tabernacle, we should all do our part to prepare ourselves for God's final inspection.

							
								
								39

							
						

						
								
								40:34-38

							
								
								#40: The Holy 
Scriptures

							
								
								In our spiritual journey, we are to follow God's path that He has clearly revealed in the Holy Scriptures.

							
								
								40

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Exodus

				Israel Oppressed in Egypt

				1 These are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with Jacob; each came with his family:

				

				2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah;

				3 Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin;

				4 Dan and Naphtali; Gad and Asher.

				

				5 The total number of Jacob's descendantsa was 70; b Joseph was already in Egypt.

				6 Then Joseph and all his brothers and all that generation died.7 But the Israelites were fruitful, increased rapidly, multiplied, and became extremely numerous so that the land was filled with them.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Unconditional Promises

				[image: Getz0071.png]

				#1 We are to live our lives with the full confidence that God will ultimately fulfill His promises.

				When God called Abraham out of Ur of the Chaldeans, He promised him not only a land but that his offspring would become"a great nation" (Gn 12:2; see also 15:5; 17:4). In the opening paragraphs of Exodus, we see this promise beginning to be fulfilled (Ex 1:7). The redundancy Moses used to describe this multiplication indicates that this was miraculous.  (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				The most miraculous promise to Abraham was, of course, to be fulfilled far into the future. It involved the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, the One through whom"all the peoples on earth will be blessed" (Gn 12:3). The apostle Paul made this promise abundantly clear: 

				Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say"and to seeds," as though referring to many, but referring to one, and to your seed, who is Christ. (Gl 3:16) 

				Because of this unconditional promise to Abraham, in Christ all true believers—both Jews and Gentiles—also have a wonderful, unconditional promise: 

				When you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and when you believed in Him, you were also sealed with the promised Holy Spirit. He is the down payment of our inheritance, for the redemption of the possession, to the praise of His glory. (Eph 1:13-14)  (See Eph #2:Our Position in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				How should God's unconditional promise of eternal life to all true believers affect the way we live?  (See Ezr #13:God's Grace.)

				

				8 A new king, who had not known Joseph, came to power in Egypt. 9 He said to his people,"Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and powerful than we are.10 Let us deal shrewdly with them; otherwise they will multiply further, and if war breaks out, they may join our enemies, fight against us, and leave the country."11 So the Egyptians assigned taskmasters over the Israelites to oppress them with forced labor. They built Pithom and Rameses as supply cities for Pharaoh. 12 But the more they oppressed them, the more they multiplied and spread so that the Egyptians came to dreadc the Israelites.13 They worked the Israelites ruthlessly14 and made their lives bitter with difficult labor in brick and mortar and in all kinds of fieldwork. They ruthlessly imposed all this work on them.

				A Principle to Live By - Times of Persecution

				[image: Getz0072.png]

				#2 When we live among people who are threatened by our presence, we should expect various forms of persecution. 

				When God promised Abraham a land, he also informed him that his offspring would be"enslaved and oppressed 400 years" (Gn 15:13). Initially, Jacob's family had favor with the Pharaoh and their Egyptian neighbors (Gn 50:6-7), but as this company of God's people miraculously multiplied, they threatened the Egyptians.

				As believers today, various kinds of persecution shouldn't surprise us. Because the church grew so rapidly in first-century Jerusalem, the early Christians became a threat to other religious leaders and were beaten, imprisoned, and even killed (Ac 7:54–8:3).  (See Ac #13:Loving Our Enemies.)

				Reflection and Response

				If persecution toward Christians should intensify, how do you think it would affect the way we live?

				

				15 Then the king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, 16 "When you help the Hebrew women give birth, observe them as they deliver.d If the child is a son, kill him, but if it's a daughter, she may live." 17 The Hebrew midwives, however, •feared God and did not do as the king of Egypt had told them; they let the boys live. 18 So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and asked them,"Why have you done this and let the boys live?"

				19 The midwives said to Pharaoh,"The Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women, for they are vigorous and give birth before a midwife can get to them."

				20 So God was good to the midwives, and the people multiplied and became very numerous. 21 Since the midwives feared God, He gave them families. 22 Pharaoh then commanded all his people:"You must throw every son born to the Hebrews e into the Nile, but let every daughter live."

				A Principle to Live By - Wise Resistance

				[image: Getz0073.png]

				#3 When we are persecuted because of our biblical values, we should respond with wisdom and 
discretion. 

				On rare occasions, God honored giving false information to protect innocent people. In this instance, God blessed the Hebrew midwives who feared God more than they feared the king of Egypt and who put their own lives in jeopardy to protect the newborn babies in Israel. Years later, God blessed a prostitute named Rahab because she lied to the king of Jericho and protected the two spies Joshua had sent (Jos 2:1-7; see also 2Sm 17:15-23). 

				These biblical illustrations do not justify giving false testimony against our neighbors or lying for selfish reasons. To make this point, Paul quoted Zechariah:"Since you put away lying, Speak the truth, each one to his neighbor, because we are members of one another" (Eph 4:25).  (See Eph #11:Walking in Love.)

				This principle teaches us to respond with wisdom when we face persecution. In the midst of the Roman culture that was very hostile to both Judaism and Christianity, Jesus said,

				Look, I'm sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as serpents and as harmless as doves. (Mt 10:16; see also 1Pt 3:13-17.) 

				Reflection and Response

				The Hebrew midwives and Rahab gave false information to unbelieving enemies to protect innocent life. Is there ever any justification for deceiving fellow Christians? 

				

				

	

Moses' Birth and Adoption

				2 Now a man from the family of Levi married a Levite woman.2 The woman became pregnant and gave birth to a son; when she saw that he was beautiful,f she hid him for three months.3 But when she could no longer hide him, she got a papyrus basket for him and coated it with asphalt and pitch. She placed the child in it and set it among the reeds by the bank of the Nile. 4 Then his sister stood at a distance in order to see what would happen to him.

				A Principle to Live By - Proactive Parenting

				[image: Getz0074.png]

				#4 Parents are to be proactive in protecting children from evil influences. 

				Though both Amram and Jochebed probably experienced normal anxiety, their trust in God dissipated the immobilizing fear that at times takes over in our lives. Their faith generated courage. In the great faith chapter in Hebrews we read,

				By faith, after Moses was born, he was hidden by his parents for three months, because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they didn't fear the king's edict. (Heb 11:23) 

				If this little family had panicked, they would have lost their ability to think and act rationally. However, it was their faith, courage, and deliberate approach that enabled them to develop a strategic plan to preserve Moses' life. 

				Centuries later, when Jesus' life was threatened by Herod, Joseph took action to protect God's newborn Son (Mt 2:13-14). Though Joseph was warned in a dream of what was about to happen, this supernatural protection did not exempt him from being humanly responsible. 

				Today, we must develop a specific strategy to protect our children from the evil in our present environment. This plan must involve consistently modeling Christian values in our own lives to help our children develop an internal value system that will guide them in their decisions the rest of their lives. 

				On the other hand, we cannot protect our children completely from the evil influences in this world. In fact, we can overprotect them and make them vulnerable. This is why we need to think clearly and deliberately, trusting God for wisdom in our particular environmental situations.  (See Gn #53:Parental Protection.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the areas where as parents we must be careful not to judge and criticize one another 
regarding the way we apply this principle?

				

				5 Pharaoh's daughter went down to bathe at the Nile while her servant girls walked along the riverbank. Seeing the basket among the reeds, she sent her slave girl to get it. 6 When she opened it, she saw the child — a little boy, crying. She felt sorry for him and said,"This is one of the Hebrew boys."

				7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh's daughter,"Should I go and call a woman from the Hebrews to nurse the boy for you?"

				8 "Go," Pharaoh's daughter told her. So the girl went and called the boy's mother. 9 Then Pharaoh's daughter said to her,"Take this child and nurse him for me, and I will pay your wages." So the woman took the boy and nursed him. 10 When the child grew older, she brought him to Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her son. She named him Moses,"Because," she said,"I drew him out of the water."

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - A Family Affair

				[image: Getz0075.png]

				#5 As local churches, we are to provide love and support for families that are experiencing the results of a hostile environment. 

				In this Old Testament story, it took a family trusting God and strategizing together to save Moses' life. However, the extended family—the descendants of Jacob—were anything but helpful. Many Hebrews had already begun worshiping the false gods of Egypt. Furthermore, many parents had already watched helplessly as their newborn sons were ruthlessly thrown into the Nile. 

				The Messiah came not only to redeem and save whole households, but to bring into existence a new extended family—"members of God's household" (Eph 2:19). When this spiritual family, the local church, functions as God intends, it provides not only a place to encourage one another, but to bring emotional and spiritual healing to believers who are often products of dysfunctional biological families. Paul addressed this issue directly when he exhorted the Romans,"Show family affection to one another with brotherly love. Outdo one another in showing honor" (Rm 12:10).  (See Rm #23:Sincere Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can every local church become a more functional family of believers in order to help biological families experience spiritual and emotional healing? (See Ti 2:3-5 for a specific example.)

				

				

	

Moses in Midian

				11 Years later,g after Moses had grown up, he went out to his own peopleh and observed their forced labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his people. 12 Looking all around and seeing no one, he struck the Egyptian dead and hid him in the sand. 13 The next day he went out and saw two Hebrews fighting. He asked the one in the wrong,"Why are you attacking your neighbor?"i

				14 "Who made you a leader and judge over us?" the man replied."Are you planning to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?"

				Then Moses became afraid and thought: What I did is certainly known. 15 When Pharaoh heard about this, he tried to kill Moses. But Moses fled from Pharaoh and went to live in the land of Midian, and sat down by a well.

				A Principle to Live By - Putting Others First
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				#6 When we make decisions, we are to consider first and foremost the needs of others rather than our own needs. 

				There came a point in Moses' life when he discovered the slaves that were so brutally abused by the Egyptian taskmasters were his own people. The author of Hebrews clarifies how Moses' thoughts, feelings, and actions developed: 

				By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter and chose to suffer with the people of God rather than to enjoy the short-lived pleasure of sin. For he considered the reproach because of the Messiah to be greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, since his attention was on the reward. (Heb 11:24-26)  (See Heb #17:Faith that Endures.)

				Moses must have spent many agonizing days counting the cost. He eventually chose

				
						slavery versus royalty, 

						suffering versus pleasure, and 

						spiritual rewards versus earthly rewards. 

				

				Unknown to Moses at the time, his decision to identify with his people also was a decision to identify with the Messiah. Remarkably, Moses' decision illustrates the choice Jesus Christ made when He willingly left His royal position in heaven to become a mere man and a servant and to suffer death on the cross. 

				Moses' choices—and more importantly, the decision Jesus made to leave the glories of heaven to be our deliverer—form the basis of this important Principle to Live By. Paul drove this truth home: 

				Do nothing out of rivalry or conceit, but in humility consider others as more important than yourselves. Everyone should look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. (Php 2:3-4)  (See Php #6:Imitating Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we practice this supracultural principle today and yet give proper attention to our own legitimate interests?

				

				16 Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters. They came to draw water and filled the troughs to water their father's flock. 17 Then some shepherds arrived and drove them away, but Moses came to their rescue and watered their flock. 18 When they returned to their father Reuel he asked,"Why have you come back so quickly today?"

				19 They answered,"An Egyptian rescued us from the shepherds. He even drew water for us and watered the flock."

				20 "So where is he?" he asked his daughters."Why then did you leave the man behind? Invite him to eat dinner."

				21 Moses agreed to stay with the man, and he gave his daughter Zipporah to Moses in marriage. 22 She gave birth to a son whom he named Gershom, for he said,"I have been a foreigner in a foreign land."

				23 After a long time, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned because of their difficult labor, and they cried out; and their cry for help ascended to God because of the difficult labor. 24 So God heard their groaning, and He remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 25 God saw the Israelites, and He took notice.

				

	

Moses and the Burning Bush

				3 Meanwhile, Moses was shepherding the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian. He led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.2 Then the Angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire within a bush. As Moses looked, he saw that the bush was on fire but was not consumed. 3 So Moses thought: I must go over and look at this remarkable sight. Why isn't the bush burning up?

				4 When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called out to him from the bush,"Moses, Moses!"

				"Here I am," he answered.

				5 "Do not come closer," He said."Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground." 6 Then He continued,"I am the God of your father, j the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." Moses hid his face because he was afraid to look at God.  (See Jos #10:Our Holy God.)

				7 Then the Lord said,"I have observed the misery of My people in Egypt, and have heard them crying out because of their oppressors, and I know about their sufferings. 8 I have come down to rescue them from the power of the Egyptians and to bring them from that land to a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey — the territory of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites. 9 The Israelites' cry for help has come to Me, and I have also seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 Therefore, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh so that you may lead My people, the Israelites, out of Egypt."

				11 But Moses asked God,"Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and that I should bring the Israelites out of Egypt?"

				12 He answered,"I will certainly be with you, and this will be the sign to you that I have sent you: when you bring the people out of Egypt, you will all worshipk God at this mountain."

				A Principle to Live By - Serving in God's Strength
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				#7 We are to use the abilities and gifts God has given us diligently, but we are always to rely on His divine strength. 

				Though Moses"was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians" (Ac 7:22), these God-given talents did not qualify him to handle the gigantic responsibilities that lay ahead of him. God's work must be done in God's way and in God's timing. It would take him another 40 years to learn this lesson. 

				The apostle Paul had to learn this lesson. He too was a brilliant scholar—"a Hebrew born of Hebrews" (Php 3:5). He knew the Old Testament law and kept it to the best of his ability (Ac 3:6). But notice what he wrote: 

				When I came to you, brothers, announcing the testimony of God to you, I did not come with brilliance of speech or wisdom. For I didn't think it was a good idea to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. I came to you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. My speech and my proclamation were not with persuasive words of wisdom but with a powerful demonstration by the Spirit, so that your faith might not be based on men's wisdom but on God's power. (1Co 2:1-5) 

				This is an example to all of us regardless of our responsibilities within the body of Jesus Christ. Clearly, God wants all of us to use the gifts and abilities He has given us and that we've developed through various life experiences. However, His plan is that we operate in His strength and the power of the Holy Spirit.  (See 1Co #5:God's Power.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we use our intellectual strengths and physical abilities to the full and yet rely on God's divine guidance and strength?

				

				13 Then Moses asked God,"If I go to the Israelites and say to them: The God of your fathers has sent me to you, and they ask me, 'What is His name? ' what should I tell them?"

				14 God replied to Moses,"I AM WHO I AM.l This is what you are to say to the Israelites: I AM has sent me to you." 15 God also said to Moses,"Say this to the Israelites: •Yahweh, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name forever; this is how I am to be remembered in every generation.

				16 "Go and assemble the elders of Israel and say to them: Yahweh, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, has appeared to me and said: I have paid close attention to you and to what has been done to you in Egypt. 17 And I have promised you that I will bring you up from the misery of Egypt to the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites — a land flowing with milk and honey. 18 They will listen to what you say. Then you, along with the elders of Israel, must go to the king of Egypt and say to him: Yahweh, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us. Now please let us go on a three-day trip into the wilderness so that we may sacrifice to Yahweh our God.

				19 "However, I know that the king of Egypt will not allow you to go, unless he is forced by a strong hand. 20 I will stretch out My hand and strike Egypt with all My miracles that I will perform in it. After that, he will let you go. 21 And I will give these people such favor in the sight of the Egyptians that when you go, you will not go empty-handed. 22 Each woman will ask her neighbor and any woman staying in her house for silver and gold jewelry, and clothing, and you will put them on your sons and daughters. So you will plunder the Egyptians."

				

	

Miraculous Signs for Moses

				4 Then Moses answered,"What if they won't believe me and will not obey me but say, 'The Lord did not appear to you'?"

				2 The Lord asked him,"What is that in your hand?"

				"A staff," he replied.

				3 Then He said,"Throw it on the ground." He threw it on the ground, and it became a snake. Moses ran from it, 4 but the Lord told him,"Stretch out your hand and grab it by the tail." So he stretched out his hand and caught it, and it became a staff in his hand. 5 "This will take place," He continued,"so they will believe that •Yahweh, the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you."

				6 In addition the Lord said to him,"Put your hand inside your cloak." So he put his hand inside his cloak, and when he took it out, his hand was diseased, white as snow. 7 Then He said,"Put your hand back inside your cloak." He put his hand back inside his cloak, and when he took it out,m it had again become like the rest of his skin. 8 "If they will not believe you and will not respond to the evidence of the first sign, they may believe the evidence of the second sign. 9 And if they don't believe even these two signs or listen to what you say, take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground. The water you take from the Nile will become blood on the ground."

				10 But Moses replied to the Lord,"Please, Lord, I have never been eloquent — either in the past or recently or since You have been speaking to Your servant — because I am slow and hesitant in speech."n

				11 Yahweh said to him,"Who made the human mouth? Who makes him mute or deaf, seeing or blind? Is it not I, Yahweh?12 Now go! I will helpo you speak and I will teach you what to say."

				A Principle to Live By - Healing Emotional Scars
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				#8 When we have experienced unusual trauma, we should trust God to help us experience spiritual and emotional healing. 

				Moses had been so upset at seeing an Egyptian beating a Hebrew slave that he killed the man. When Pharaoh found out, he set out to kill Moses, but Moses feared for his life and fled to Midian (vv. 1,15). Now he felt so inferior and worthless that he believed he was totally incapable of this great task. It appears he was still suffering from the rejection he had experienced. 

				The dialogue between God and Moses demonstrated the extent of Moses' fear and feelings of inadequacy. God understood Moses' struggle. This was a primary reason why He spoke to him in a miraculous setting. God was demonstrating to Moses that He was the all-powerful God and that He wasn't asking him to take on this task in his own strength. 

				

				
					
						
								
								Moses' Resistance

							
								
								God's Response

							
						

						
								
								Moses: Who am I? (3:11)

							
								
								God: I will certainly be with you (3:12).

							
						

						
								
								Moses: What should I tell them? (3:13)

							
								
								God: Say to the Israelites:"I AM has sent me to you" (3:14).

							
						

						
								
								Moses: What if they won't believe me and will not obey me? (4:1).

							
								
								God: He gave Moses three signs: the staff that would become a serpent, the leprous hand that would become whole, and the water that would turn to blood (4:2-9).

							
						

						
								
								Moses: Please, Lord, I have never been eloquent . . . I am slow and hesitant in speech (4:10).

							
								
								God: I will help you speak and I will teach you what to say (4:12).

							
						

					
				

				

				This fourth excuse reflects the enormous impact of Moses' traumatic and painful experiences when Pharaoh tried to take his life. Before this happened, he"was powerful in his speech and actions" (Ac 7:22). Now, after 40 years in the wilderness, he could hardly speak and was intensely fearful. 

				Timothy had some of these same weaknesses. He was apparently sensitive by nature, and when he saw Paul stoned in his hometown in Lystra, it must have created lingering fear (Ac 14:19). In the apostle's final letter to Timothy, facing martyrdom, Paul penned these words, which apply to all of us regardless of our circumstances:

				For God has not given us a spirit of fearfulness, but one of power, love, and sound judgment. So don't be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, or of me His prisoner. Instead, share in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God. (2Tm 1:7-8)  (See 2Tm #2:Identifying with Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				What specific steps can we take to overcome the results of traumatic experiences that keep us from thinking and acting responsibly?  (See 1Kg #29:Physical Needs; 1Kg #30: Mental Distortions; 1Kg #31: Theological Disillusionment.)

				

				13 Moses said,"Please, Lord, send someone else."p

				14 Then the Lord's anger burned against Moses, and He said,"Isn't Aaron the Levite your brother? I know that he can speak well. And also, he is on his way now to meet you. He will rejoice when he sees you. 15 You will speak with him and tell him what to say. I will helpq both you and him to speak and will teach you both what to do. 16 He will speak to the people for you. He will be your spokesman, and you will serve as God to him. 17 And take this staff in your hand that you will perform the signs with."

				

	

Moses' Return to Egypt

				18 Then Moses went back to his father-in-law Jethro and said to him,"Please let me return to my relatives in Egypt and see if they are still living."

				Jethro said to Moses,"Go in peace."

				19 Now in Midian the Lord told Moses,"Return to Egypt, for all the men who wanted to kill you are dead." 20 So Moses took his wife and sons, put them on a donkey, and returned to the land of Egypt. And Moses took God's staff in his hand.

				21 The Lord instructed Moses,"When you go back to Egypt, make sure you do all the wonders before Pharaoh that I have put within your power. But I will harden his heartr so that he won't let the people go. 22 Then you will say to Pharaoh: This is what Yahweh says: Israel is My firstborn son. 23 I told you: Let My son go so that he may worship Me, but you refused to let him go. Now I will kill your firstborn son!"

				24 On the trip, at an overnight campsite, it happened that the Lord confronted him and sought to put him to death. 25 So Zipporah took a flint, cut off her son's foreskin, and threw it at Moses' feet. Then she said,"You are a bridegroom of blood to me!" 26 So He let him alone. At that time she said,"You are a bridegroom of blood," referring to the circumcision.

				

	

Reunion of Moses and Aaron

				27 Now the Lord had said to Aaron,"Go and meet Moses in the wilderness." So he went and met him at the mountain of God and kissed him. 28 Moses told Aaron everything the Lord had sent him to say, and about all the signs He had commanded him to do. 29 Then Moses and Aaron went and assembled all the elders of the Israelites. 30 Aaron repeated everything the Lord had said to Moses and performed the signs before the people. 31 The people believed, and when they heard that the Lord had paid attention to them and that He had seen their misery, they bowed down and worshiped.

				

	

Moses Confronts Pharaoh

				5 Later, Moses and Aaron went in and said to Pharaoh,"This is what •Yahweh, the God of Israel, says: Let My people go, so that they may hold a festival for Me in the wilderness."

				2 But Pharaoh responded,"Who is Yahweh that I should obey Him by letting Israel go? I do not know anything about Yahweh, and besides, I will not let Israel go."

				3 Then they answered,"The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Please let us go on a three-day trip into the wilderness so that we may sacrifice to Yahweh our God, or else He may strike us with plague or sword."

				4 The king of Egypt said to them,"Moses and Aaron, why are you causing the people to neglect their work? Get to your work!" 5 Pharaoh also said,"Look, the people of the land are so numerous, and you would stop them from working."

				

	

Further Oppression of Israel

				6 That day Pharaoh commanded the overseers of the people as well as their foremen: 7 "Don't continue to supply the people with straw for making bricks, as before. They must go and gather straw for themselves. 8 But require the same quota of bricks from them as they were making before; do not reduce it. For they are slackers — that is why they are crying out, 'Let us go and sacrifice to our God.' 9 Impose heavier work on the men. Then they will be occupied with it and not pay attention to deceptive words."

				10 So the overseers and foremen of the people went out and said to them,"This is what Pharaoh says: 'I am not giving you straw. 11 Go get straw yourselves wherever you can find it, but there will be no reduction at all in your workload.'" 12 So the people scattered throughout the land of Egypt to gather stubble for straw. 13 The overseers insisted,"Finish your assigned work each day, just as you did when straw was provided." 14 Then the Israelite foremen, whom Pharaoh's slave drivers had set over the people, were beaten and asked,"Why haven't you finished making your prescribed number of bricks yesterday or today, as you did before?"

				15 So the Israelite foremen went in and cried for help to Pharaoh:"Why are you treating your servants this way? 16 No straw has been given to your servants, yet they say to us, 'Make bricks! ' Look, your servants are being beaten, but it is your own people who are at fault."

				17 But he said,"You are slackers. Slackers! That is why you are saying, 'Let us go sacrifice to the Lord.' 18 Now get to work. No straw will be given to you, but you must produce the same quantity of bricks."

				19 The Israelite foremen saw that they were in trouble when they were told,"You cannot reduce your daily quota of bricks." 20 When they left Pharaoh, they confronted Moses and Aaron, who stood waiting to meet them.

				21 "May the Lord take note of you and judge," they said to them,"because you have made us reek in front of Pharaoh and his officials — putting a sword in their hand to kill us!"

				22 So Moses went back to the Lord and asked,"Lord, why have You caused trouble for this people? And why did You ever send me?23 Ever since I went in to Pharaoh to speak in Your name he has caused trouble for this people, and You haven't delivered Your people at all." 

				61 But the Lord replied to Moses,"Now you are going to see what I will do to Pharaoh: he will let them go because of My strong hand; he will drive them out of his land because of My strong hand."

				

	

God Promises Freedom

				2 Then God spoke to Moses, telling him,"I am •Yahweh. 3 I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as •God Almighty, but I did not reveal My name Yahweh to them. 4 I also established My covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, the land they lived in as foreigners. 5 Furthermore, I have heard the groaning of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians are forcing to work as slaves, and I have remembered My covenant.

				6 "Therefore tell the Israelites: I am Yahweh, and I will deliver you from the forced labor of the Egyptians and free you from slavery to them. I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and great acts of judgment. 7 I will take you as My people, and I will be your God. You will know that I am Yahweh your God, who delivered you from the forced labor of the Egyptians. 8 I will bring you to the land that I swores to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and I will give it to you as a possession. I am Yahweh." 9 Moses told this to the Israelites, but they did not listen to him because of their broken spirit and hard labor.

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Painful but Helpful Tests
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				#9 When we experience negative psychological results because of our human failures, we should not be surprised if God tests us in our areas of vulnerability. 

				Moses experienced a painful test that struck at the very heart of his emotional struggle—the impact of painful rejection. When Pharaoh refused to let God's people leave, the king increased their burden many fold (5:1-9). Consequently, the children of Israel turned against Moses, bringing up frightening memories for Moses (5:20-21). He must have had a strong urge to hide, to run, to once again escape, return to Midian, and become a quiet and gentle shepherd, free from the pressure and tension of this awesome leadership responsibility. The fact is that Moses did run! But this time, he ran straight to the Source of his strength (5:22-23). 

				God's response was reassuring. Pharaoh would eventually let the children of Israel go, but it would happen because of God's"strong hand" (6:1). Forty years earlier, Moses had relied on his own strong hand when he struck an Egyptian, but now he was learning that only God could change Pharaoh's heart. 

				However, the test was not over. When Moses attempted to reassure the children of Israel that God would deliver them,"they did not listen to him because of their broken spirit and hard labor" (6:9). Once again, God was allowing Moses to experience emotional pain in his area of vulnerability in order to prepare His servant for even greater resistance, both from Pharaoh and from the children of Israel. 

				Consider how Jesus dealt with the apostle Peter in order to prepare him for leadership. After he had denied the Lord three times and wept bitterly over his failure, the Lord sensitively but directly addressed his weakness. Three times He asked Peter if he loved Him more than the other apostles (Jn 21:15-17). After all, Peter had boldly stated in front of all of these men that he would never forsake the Lord, even if they did (Mt 26:33-35). Jesus focused on Peter's pride and humiliation. 

				God at times tests us in the very areas we've experienced psychological and spiritual failure and emotional pain. Both Moses and Peter passed that test and became dynamic leaders.  (See Jn #40:The Greatest Command.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we differentiate between tests that are designed by God to help us grow and mature in our Christian experience and the inevitable crises and natural disasters that can leave us weaker and even more vulnerable?

				

				10 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, 11 "Go and tell Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the Israelites go from his land."

				12 But Moses said in the Lord's presence:"If the Israelites will not listen to me, then how will Pharaoh listen to me, since I am such a poor speaker?"t13 Then the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron and gave them commands concerning both the Israelites and Pharaoh king of Egypt to bring the Israelites out of the land of Egypt.

				

	

Genealogy of Moses and Aaron

				14 These are the heads of their fathers' families:

				

				The sons of Reuben, the firstborn of Israel:

				Hanoch and Pallu, Hezron and Carmi.

				These are the clans of Reuben.

				

				15 The sons of Simeon:

				Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin,

				Zohar, and Shaul, the son of a Canaanite woman.

				These are the clans of Simeon.

				

				16 These are the names of the sons of Levi

				according to their genealogy:

				Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.

				Levi lived 137 years.

				17 The sons of Gershon:

				Libni and Shimei, by their clans.

				18 The sons of Kohath:

				Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.

				Kohath lived 133 years.

				19 The sons of Merari:

				Mahli and Mushi.

				These are the clans of the Levites

				according to their genealogy.

				20 Amram married his father's sister Jochebed,

				and she bore him Aaron and Moses.

				Amram lived 137 years.

				21 The sons of Izhar:

				Korah, Nepheg, and Zichri.

				22 The sons of Uzziel:

				Mishael, Elzaphan, and Sithri.

				23 Aaron married Elisheba,

				daughter of Amminadab and sister of Nahshon.

				She bore him Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.

				24 The sons of Korah:

				Assir, Elkanah, and Abiasaph.

				These are the clans of the Korahites.

				25 Aaron's son Eleazar married

				one of the daughters of Putiel

				and she bore him Phinehas.

				These are the heads of the Levite families by their clans.

				

				26 It was this Aaron and Moses whom the Lord told,"Bring the Israelites out of the land of Egypt according to their divisions."27 Moses and Aaron were the ones who spoke to Pharaoh king of Egypt in order to bring the Israelites out of Egypt.

				

	

Moses and Aaron before Pharaoh

				28 On the day the Lord spoke to Moses in the land of Egypt, 29 He said to him,"I am Yahweh; tell Pharaoh king of Egypt everything I am telling you."

				30 But Moses replied in the Lord's presence,"Since I am such a poor speaker,u how will Pharaoh listen to me?"

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Regressive Behavior
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				#10 On our journey toward maturity, we must be on guard against our tendency to regress to old patterns of behavior. 

				God tested Moses in his major area of vulnerability: rejection. He then charged Moses to once again confront Pharaoh. Moses regressed and used the same excuse he had used when God spoke to him from the burning bush—that he had"never been eloquent" but"slow and hesitant in speech" (4:10). 

				The author of Hebrews exhorted all Christians to avoid regressive behavior. As Christians, we must run our spiritual race"with endurance," removing every restriction, namely, any"sin that so easily ensnares us." Most importantly, we must keep our eyes focused on Jesus Christ who is"the source and perfecter of our faith" (Heb 12:1-2).  (See Heb #18:Focusing on Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it easy to regress to old patterns of behavior that inhibit us from doing God's will and growing in our Christian lives?  (See Gn #23:Cultural Influences.)

				

				

				7 The Lord answered Moses,"See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh, and Aaron your brother will be your prophet. 2 You must say whatever I command you; then Aaron your brother must declare it to Pharaoh so that he will let the Israelites go from his land. 3 But I will harden Pharaoh's heart and multiply My signs and wonders in the land of Egypt. 4 Pharaoh will not listen to you, but I will put My hand on Egypt and bring the divisions of My people the Israelites out of the land of Egypt by great acts of judgment. 5 The Egyptians will know that I am •Yahweh when I stretch out My hand against Egypt, and bring out the Israelites from among them."

				6 So Moses and Aaron did this; they did just as the Lord commanded them. 7 Moses was 80 years old and Aaron 83 when they spoke to Pharaoh.

				8 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 9 "When Pharaoh tells you, 'Perform a miracle,' tell Aaron, 'Take your staff and throw it down before Pharaoh. It will become a serpent.'" 10 So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh and did just as the Lord had commanded. Aaron threw down his staff before Pharaoh and his officials, and it became a serpent. 11 But then Pharaoh called the wise men and sorcerers — the magicians of Egypt, and they also did the same thing by their occult practices. 12 Each one threw down his staff, and it became a serpent. But Aaron's staff swallowed their staffs. 13 However, Pharaoh's heart hardened, and he did not listen to them, as the Lord had said.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Divine Therapy

				#11 To serve God and His people courageously, we should trust Him to help us take specific steps to overcome our own psychological and spiritual problems.  (The relevant Scripture for this principle is highlighted in chapters 7-11 and is summarized below.)
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				God enabled Moses and Aaron to unleash 10 supernatural and awesome plagues on Egypt (7:14–12:37), demonstrating that He was the one true God (9:16; Rm 9:17). But the Lord had another purpose within this divine process, one that is easy to miss. He was rebuilding Moses' self-image! Though the Lord was disappointed and even angry with Moses because of his excuses, He also understood His servant's weaknesses (Ex 4:14-17). 

				Initially, God assigned Aaron various responsibilities. By the end of the third plague, God was already speaking to Pharaoh through Moses, and by the tenth plague, Moses—apparently without Aaron—was directly involved in performing the miracles. Note the progression:

				
						In the first three plagues, the Lord instructed Moses to tell Aaron to stretch out his hand with the staff. The plagues followed Aaron's action: the water turned to blood, frogs covered the land, and the dust turned into gnats (7:19,20; 8:5-6,16-17).

						In the fourth and fifth plagues, the Lord told Moses to talk to Pharaoh directly instead of having Aaron speak. Here, the Lord Himself initiated the plagues, not Aaron: swarms of flies filled the houses and then all the livestock died (8:20,24; 9:1,6).

						In the sixth plague, Moses and Aaron are together, but this time it was Moses' turn to take action by throwing soot up in the air, producing boils on man and beast (9:8,10).

						In the seventh and eighth plagues, Moses and Aaron were still together but the Lord directed Moses, not Aaron, to stretch out his hand to initiate the plagues: hail struck down man, beast, and every plant, and then locusts completely covered the land (9:22,25; 10:12,14).

						In the ninth and tenth plagues, there was no mention of Aaron. The Lord spoke and acted directly through Moses: first darkness covered the land for three days, and then, worst of all, every firstborn male in the land of Egypt died (10:21-22; 11:1-2,5).

				

				God brought His servant Moses to the place where he"was highly regarded in the land of Egypt by Pharaoh's officials and the people" (11:3). Moses carried out the task God had originally called him to do, and—in the end—without Aaron's assistance. It's a remarkable lesson in divine therapy. Moses grew confident, and he was also fiercely angry when Pharaoh would not release God's people even after 10 increasingly harsh plagues (11:10).

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways can we allow God to help us overcome our feelings of inferiority and bring about emotional healing?  (See Rm #23:Sincere Love.)

				

				

	

The First Plague: Water Turned to Blood

				14 Then the Lord said to Moses,"Pharaoh's heart is hard: he refuses to let the people go. 15 Go to Pharaoh in the morning. When you see him walking out to the water, stand ready to meet him by the bank of the Nile. Take in your hand the staff that turned into a snake. 16 Tell him: Yahweh, the God of the Hebrews, has sent me to tell you: Let My people go, so that they may worshipv Me in the wilderness, but so far you have not listened. 17 This is what Yahweh says: Here is how you will know that I am Yahweh. Watch. I will strike the water in the Nile with the staff in my hand, and it will turn to blood. 18 The fish in the Nile will die, the river will stink, and the Egyptians will be unable to drink water from it."

				19 So the Lord said to Moses,"Tell Aaron: Take your staff and stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt — over their rivers, canals, ponds, and all their water reservoirs — and they will become blood. There will be blood throughout the land of Egypt, even in wooden and stone containers."

				20 Moses and Aaron did just as the Lord had commanded; in the sight of Pharaoh and his officials, he raised the staff and struck the water in the Nile, and all the water in the Nile was turned to blood.21 The fish in the Nile died, and the river smelled so bad the Egyptians could not drink water from it. There was blood throughout the land of Egypt.

				22 But the magicians of Egypt did the same thing by their occult practices. So Pharaoh's heart hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the Lord had said. 23 Pharaoh turned around, went into his palace, and didn't even take this to heart. 24 All the Egyptians dug around the Nile for water to drink because they could not drink the water from the river. 25 Seven days passed after the Lord struck the Nile.

				

	

The Second Plague: Frogs

				8b Then the Lord said to Moses,"Go in to Pharaoh and tell him: This is what •Yahweh says: Let My people go, so that they may worship Me. 2 But if you refuse to let them go, then I will plague all your territory with frogs. 3 The Nile will swarm with frogs; they will come up and go into your palace, into your bedroom and on your bed, into the houses of your officials and your people, and into your ovens and kneading bowls. 4 The frogs will come up on you, your people, and all your officials."

				5 w The Lord then said to Moses,"Tell Aaron: Stretch out your hand with your staff over the rivers, canals, and ponds, and cause the frogs to come up onto the land of Egypt." 6 When Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, the frogs came up and covered the land of Egypt. 7 But the magicians did the same thing by their occult practices and brought frogs up onto the land of Egypt.

				8 Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said,"Ask Yahweh to remove the frogs from me and my people. Then I will let the people go and they can sacrifice to Yahweh."

				9 Moses said to Pharaoh,"You make the choice rather than me. When should I ask on behalf of you, your officials, and your people, that the frogs be taken away from you and your houses, and remain only in the Nile?"

				10 "Tomorrow," he answered.

				Moses replied,"As you have said, so you may know there is no one like Yahweh our God, 11 the frogs will go away from you, your houses, your officials, and your people. The frogs will remain only in the Nile." 12 After Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh, Moses cried out to the Lord for help concerning the frogs that He had brought againstx Pharaoh. 13 The Lord did as Moses had said: the frogs in the houses, courtyards, and fields died. 14 They piled them in countless heaps, and there was a terrible odor in the land. 15 But when Pharaoh saw there was relief, he hardened his heart and would not listen to them, as the Lord had said.

				

	

The Third Plague: Gnats

				16 Then the Lord said to Moses,"Tell Aaron: Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of the earth, and it will become gnats throughout the land of Egypt." 17 And they did this. Aaron stretched out his hand with his staff, and when he struck the dust of the earth, gnats were on man and beast. All the dust of the earth became gnats throughout the land of Egypt. 18 The magicians tried to produce gnats using their occult practices, but they could not. The gnats remained on man and beast.

				19 "This is the finger of God," the magicians said to Pharaoh. But Pharaoh's heart hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the Lord had said.

				

	

The Fourth Plague: Swarms of Flies

				20 The Lord said to Moses,"Get up early in the morning and present yourself to Pharaoh when you see him going out to the water. Tell him: This is what Yahweh says: Let My people go, so that they may worshipy Me. 21 But if you will not let My people go, then I will send swarms of fliesz against you, your officials, your people, and your houses. The Egyptians' houses will swarm with flies, and so will the land where they live.aa 22 But on that day I will give special treatment to the land of Goshen, where My people are living; no flies will be there. This way you will know that I, Yahweh, am in the land. 23 I will make a distinction ab between My people and your people. This sign will take place tomorrow."

				24 And the Lord did this.Thick swarms of flies went into Pharaoh's palace and his officials' houses. Throughout Egypt the land was ruined because of the swarms of flies. 25 Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said,"Go sacrifice to your God within the country."

				26 But Moses said,"It would not be rightac to do that, because what we will sacrifice to the Lord our God is detestable to the Egyptians. If we sacrifice what the Egyptians detest in front of them, won't they stone us? 27 We must go a distance of three days into the wilderness and sacrifice to the Lord our God as He instructs us."

				28 Pharaoh responded,"I will let you go and sacrifice to the Lord your God in the wilderness, but don't go very far. Make an appeal for me."

				29 "As soon as I leave you," Moses said,"I will appeal to the Lord, and tomorrow the swarms of flies will depart from Pharaoh, his officials, and his people. But Pharaoh must not act deceptively again by refusing to let the people go and sacrifice to the Lord." 30 Then Moses left Pharaoh's presence and appealed to the Lord. 31 The Lord did as Moses had said: He removed the swarms of flies from Pharaoh, his officials, and his people; not one was left. 32 But Pharaoh hardened his heart this time also and did not let the people go.

				

	

The Fifth Plague: Death of Livestock

				9 Then the Lord said to Moses,"Go in to Pharaoh and say to him: This is what •Yahweh, the God of the Hebrews, says: Let My people go, so that they may worship Me. 2 But if you refuse to let them go and keep holding them, 3 then the Lord's hand will bring a severe plague against your livestock in the field — the horses, donkeys, camels, herds, and flocks. 4 But the Lord will make a distinction between the livestock of Israel and the livestock of Egypt, so that nothing of all that the Israelites own will die." 5 And the Lord set a time, saying,"Tomorrow the Lord will do this thing in the land." 6 The Lord did this the next day. All the Egyptian livestock died, but none among the Israelite livestock died. 7 Pharaoh sent messengers who saw that not a single one of the Israelite livestock was dead. But Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he did not let the people go.

				

	

The Sixth Plague: Boils

				8 Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron,"Take handfuls of furnace soot, and Moses is to throw it toward heaven in the sight of Pharaoh. 9 It will become fine dust over the entire land of Egypt. It will become festering boils on man and beast throughout the land of Egypt." 10 So they took furnace soot and stood before Pharaoh. Moses threw it toward heaven, and it became festering boils on man and beast. 11 The magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils, for the boils were on the magicians as well as on all the Egyptians. 12 But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart and he did not listen to them, as the Lord had told Moses.

				

	

The Seventh Plague: Hail

				13 Then the Lord said to Moses,"Get up early in the morning and present yourself to Pharaoh. Tell him: This is what Yahweh, the God of the Hebrews says: Let My people go, so that they may worship Me. 14 Otherwise, I am going to send all My plagues against you,ad your officials, and your people. Then you will know there is no one like Me in all the earth. 15 By now I could have stretched out My hand and struck you and your people with a plague, and you would have been obliterated from the earth. 16 However, I have let you live for this purpose: to show you My power and to make My name known in all the earth. 17 You are still acting arrogantly againstae My people by not letting them go. 18 Tomorrow at this time I will rain down the worst hail that has ever occurred in Egypt from the day it was founded until now. 19 Therefore give orders to bring your livestock and all that you have in the field into shelters. Every person and animal that is in the field and not brought inside will die when the hail falls on them." 20 Those among Pharaoh's officials who •feared the word of the Lord made their servants and livestock flee to shelters, 21 but those who didn't take the Lord's word seriously left their servants and livestock in the field.

				22 Then the Lord said to Moses,"Stretch out your hand toward heaven and let there be hail throughout the land of Egypt — on man and beast and every plant of the field in the land of Egypt." 23 So Moses stretched out his staff toward heaven, and the Lord sent thunder and hail. Lightning struck the earth, and the Lord rained hail on the land of Egypt. 24 The hail, with lightning flashing through it, was so severe that nothing like it had occurred in the land of Egypt since it had become a nation. 25 Throughout the land of Egypt, the hail struck down everything in the field, both man and beast. The hail beat down every plant of the field and shattered every tree in the field. 26 The only place it didn't hail was in the land of Goshen where the Israelites were.

				27 Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron."I have sinned this time," he said to them."Yahweh is the Righteous One, and I and my people are the •guilty ones. 28 Make an appeal to Yahweh. There has been enough of God's thunder and hail. I will let you go; you don't need to stay any longer."

				29 Moses said to him,"When I have left the city, I will extend my hands to Yahweh. The thunder will cease, and there will be no more hail, so that you may know the earth belongs to Yahweh. 30 But as for you and your officials, I know that you still do not fear Yahweh our God."

				31 The flax and the barley were destroyed because the barley was ripeaf and the flax was budding, 32 but the wheat and the spelt were not destroyed since they are later crops.ag

				33 Moses went out from Pharaoh and the city, and extended his hands to the Lord. Then the thunder and hail ceased, and rain no longer poured down on the land. 34 When Pharaoh saw that the rain, hail, and thunder had ceased, he sinned again and hardened his heart, he and his officials. 35 So Pharaoh's heart hardened, and he did not let the Israelites go, as the Lord had said through Moses.

				

	

The Eighth Plague: Locusts

				10 Then the Lord said to Moses,"Go to Pharaoh, for I have hardened his heart and the hearts of his officials so that I may do these miraculous signs of Mine among them,ah 2 and so that you may tellai your son and grandson how severely I dealt with the Egyptians and performed miraculous signs among them, and you will know that I am •Yahweh."

				3 So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh and told him,"This is what Yahweh, the God of the Hebrews, says: How long will you refuse to humble yourself before Me? Let My people go, that they may worship Me. 4 But if you refuse to let My people go, then tomorrow I will bring locusts into your territory. 5 They will cover the surface of the land so that no one will be able to see the land. They will eat the remainder left to you that escaped the hail; they will eat every tree you have growing in the fields. 6 They will fill your houses, all your officials' houses, and the houses of all the Egyptians — something your fathers and ancestors never saw since the time they occupied the land until today." Then he turned and left Pharaoh's presence.

				7 Pharaoh's officials asked him,"How long must this man be a snare to us? Let the men go, so that they may worship Yahweh their God. Don't you realize yet that Egypt is devastated?"

				8 So Moses and Aaron were brought back to Pharaoh."Go, worship Yahweh your God," Pharaoh said."But exactly who will be going?"

				9 Moses replied,"We will go with our young and our old; we will go with our sons and daughters and with our flocks and herds because we must hold Yahweh's festival."

				10 He said to them,"May Yahweh be with you if I ever let you and your families go! Look out — you are planning evil. 11 No, only the men may go and worship Yahweh, for that is what you have been asking for." And they were driven from Pharaoh's presence.

				12 The Lord then said to Moses,"Stretch out your hand over the land of Egypt and the locusts will come up over it and eat every plant in the land, everything that the hail left." 13 So Moses stretched out his staff over the land of Egypt, and the Lord sent an east wind over the land all that day and through the night. By morning the east wind had brought in the locusts. 14 The locusts went up over the entire land of Egypt and settled on the whole territory of Egypt. Never before had there been such a large number of locusts, and there never will be again. 15 They covered the surface of the whole land so that the land was black, and they consumed all the plants on the ground and all the fruit on the trees that the hail had left. Nothing green was left on the trees or the plants in the field throughout the land of Egypt.

				16 Pharaoh urgently sent for Moses and Aaron and said,"I have sinned against Yahweh your God and against you. 17 Please forgive my sin once more and make an appeal to Yahweh your God, so that He will take this death away from me." 18 Moses left Pharaoh's presence and appealed to the Lord. 19 Then the Lord changed the wind to a strong westaj wind, and it carried off the locusts and blew them into the •Red Sea. Not a single locust was left in all the territory of Egypt. 20 But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he did not let the Israelites go.

				

	

The Ninth Plague: Darkness

				21 Then the Lord said to Moses,"Stretch out your hand toward heaven, and there will be darkness over the land of Egypt, a darkness that can be felt." 22 So Moses stretched out his hand toward heaven, and there was thick darkness throughout the land of Egypt for three days. 23 One person could not see another, and for three days they did not move from where they were. Yet all the Israelites had light where they lived.

				24 Pharaoh summoned Moses and said,"Go, worship Yahweh. Even your families may go with you; only your flocks and herds must stay behind."

				25 Moses responded,"You must also let us haveak sacrifices and •burnt offerings to prepare for Yahweh our God. 26 Even our livestock must go with us; not a hoof will be left behind because we will take some of them to worship Yahweh our God. We will not know what we will use to worship Yahweh until we get there."

				27 But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he was unwilling to let them go. 28 Pharaoh said to him,"Leave me! Make sure you never see my face again, for on the day you see my face, you will die."

				29 "As you have said," Moses replied,"I will never see your face again."

				

	

The Tenth Plague: Death of the Firstborn

				11 The Lord saidal to Moses,"I will bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt. After that, he will let you go from here. When he lets you go,am he will drive you out of here. 2 Now announce to the people that both men and women should ask their neighbors for silver and gold jewelry." 3 The Lord gavean the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. And the man Moses was highly regardedao in the land of Egypt byap Pharaoh's officials and the people.

				4 So Moses said,"This is what •Yahweh says: 'About midnight I will go throughout Egypt,5 and every firstborn male in the land of Egypt will die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne to the firstborn of the servant girl who is behind the millstones, as well as every firstborn of the livestock. 6 Then there will be a great cry of anguish through all the land of Egypt such as never was before, or ever will be again. 7 But against all the Israelites, whether man or beast, not even a dog will snarl,aq so that you may know that Yahweh makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel. 8 All these officials of yours will come down to me and bow before me, saying: Leave, you and all the people who follow you.ar After that, I will leave.'" And he left Pharaoh's presence in fierce anger.

				9 The Lord said to Moses,"Pharaoh will not listen to you, so that My wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt." 10 Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh, but the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he would not let the Israelites go out of his land.

				

	

Instructions for the Passover

				12 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2 "This month is to be the beginning of months for you; it is the first month of your year. 3 Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month they must each select an animal of the flock according to their fathers' households, one animal per household. 4 If the household is too small for a whole animal, that person and the neighbor nearest his house are to select one based on the combined number of people; you should apportion the animal according to what each personas will eat. 5 You must have an unblemished animal, a year-old male; you may take it from either the sheep or the goats. 6 You are to keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembly of the community of Israel will slaughter the animals at twilight. 7 They must take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses where they eat them. 8 They are to eat the meat that night; they should eat it, roasted over the fire along with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or cooked in boilingat water, but only roasted over fire — its head as well as its legs and inner organs. 10 Do not let any of it remain until morning; you must burn up any part of it that does remain before morning. 11 Here is how you must eat it: you must be dressed for travel,au your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. You are to eat it in a hurry; it is the Lord's •Passover.

				12 "I will pass through the land of Egypt on that night and strike every firstborn male in the land of Egypt, both man and beast. I am •Yahweh; I will execute judgments against all the gods of Egypt. 13 The blood on the houses where you are staying will be a distinguishing mark for you; when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No plague will be among you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.

				14 "This day is to be a memorial for you, and you must celebrate it as a festival to the Lord. You are to celebrate it throughout your generations as a permanent statute. 15 You must eat unleavened bread for seven days. On the first day you must remove yeast from your houses. Whoever eats what is leavened from the first day through the seventh day must be cut off from Israel. 16 You are to hold a sacred assembly on the first day and another sacred assembly on the seventh day. No work may be done on those days except for preparing what people need to eat — you may do only that.

				17 "You are to observe the Festival of •Unleavened Bread because on this very day I brought your divisions out of the land of Egypt. You must observe this day throughout your generations as a permanent statute. 18 You are to eat unleavened bread in the first month, from the evening of the fourteenth day of the month until the evening of the twenty-first day. 19 Yeast must not be found in your houses for seven days. If anyone eats something leavened, that person, whether a foreign resident or native of the land, must be cut off from the community of Israel. 20 Do not eat anything leavened; eat unleavened bread in all your homes."av

				21 Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them,"Go, select an animal from the flock according to your families, and slaughter the Passover animal.22 Take a cluster of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and brush the lintel and the two doorposts with some of the blood in the basin. None of you may go out the door of his house until morning. 23 When the Lord passes through to strike Egypt and sees the blood on the lintel and the two doorposts, He will pass over the door and not let the destroyer enter your houses to strike you.

				24 "Keep this command permanently as a statute for you and your descendants. 25 When you enter the land that the Lord will give you as He promised, you are to observe this ritual. 26 When your children ask you, 'What does this ritual mean to you? ' 27 you are to reply, 'It is the Passover sacrifice to the Lord, for He passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt when He struck the Egyptians and spared our homes.'" So the people bowed down and worshiped. 28 Then the Israelites went and did this; they did just as the Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron.

				A Principle to Live By - Christ, the Passover Lamb

				[image: Getz0082.png]

				#12 To inherit eternal life, we must receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our personal Savior and experience the redemption that comes through His shed blood.

				When God instructed the children of Israel to sacrifice a perfect lamb and mark their doors with blood (12:22), He introduced the world to an event that vividly portrays Christ's death on the cross. 

				Centuries later, when John the Baptist saw Jesus, he said,"Here is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!" (Jn 1:29). Later, Paul identified Jesus Christ as"our Passover" who"has been sacrificed" (1Co 5:7). Peter also captured the connection between the tenth plague and the death of Christ: 

				For you know that you were redeemed from your empty way of life inherited from the fathers, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. (1Pt 1:18-19) 

				The Lord Jesus Christ became our Passover lamb. When we sincerely accept Him as our personal Savior,"the blood of Jesus . . . cleanses us from all sin" (1Jn 1:7).  (See Heb #14:The Blood of Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				In order to inherit eternal salvation, why is it essential for each of us to personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior?  (See Am #7:Our Salvation Experience.)

				

				

	

The Exodus

				29 Now at midnight the Lord struck every firstborn male in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the prisoner who was in the dungeon, and every firstborn of the livestock. 30 During the night Pharaoh got up, he along with all his officials and all the Egyptians, and there was a loud wailing throughout Egypt because there wasn't a house without someone dead. 31 He summoned Moses and Aaron during the night and said,"Get up, leave my people, both you and the Israelites, and go, worship Yahweh as you have asked. 32 Take even your flocks and your herds as you asked and leave, and also bless me."

				33 Now the Egyptians pressured the people in order to send them quickly out of the country, for they said,"We're all going to die!" 34 So the people took their dough before it was leavened, with their kneading bowls wrapped up in their clothes on their shoulders.

				35 The Israelites acted on Moses' word and asked the Egyptians for silver and gold jewelry and for clothing. 36 And the Lord gave the people such favor in the Egyptians' sight that they gave them what they requested. In this way they plundered the Egyptians.

				37 The Israelites traveled from Rameses to Succoth, about 600,000 soldiers on foot, besides their families. 38 An ethnically diverse crowd also went up with them, along with a huge number of livestock, both flocks and herds. 39 The people baked the dough they had brought out of Egypt into unleavened loaves, since it had no yeast; for when they had been driven out of Egypt they could not delay and had not prepared any provisions for themselves.

				40 The time that the Israelites lived in Egypt aw was 430 years. 41 At the end of 430 years, on that same day, all the Lord's divisions went out from the land of Egypt. 42 It was a night of vigil in honor of the Lord, because He would bring them out of the land of Egypt. This same night is in honor of the Lord, a night vigil for all the Israelites throughout their generations.

				

	

Passover Instruction

				43 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron,"This is the statute of the Passover: no foreigner may eat it. 44 But any slave a man has purchased may eat it, after you have circumcised him. 45 A temporary resident or hired hand may not eat the Passover. 46 It is to be eaten in one house. You may not take any of the meat outside the house, and you may not break any of its bones. 47 The whole community of Israel must celebrateax it. 48 If a foreigner resides with you and wants to celebrate the Lord's Passover, every male in his household must be circumcised, and then he may participate;ay he will become like a native of the land. But no uncircumcised person may eat it. 49 The same law will apply to both the native and the foreigner who resides among you."

				50 Then all the Israelites did this; they did just as the Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron. 51 On that same day the Lord brought the Israelites out of the land of Egypt according to their divisions.

				13 The Lord spoke to Moses: 2 "Consecrate every firstborn male to Me, the firstborn from every womb among the Israelites, both man and domestic animal; it is Mine."

				3 Then Moses said to the people,"Remember this day when you came out of Egypt, out of the place of slavery, for the Lord brought you out of here by the strength of His hand. Nothing leavened may be eaten. 4 Today, in the month of Abib,you are leaving. 5 When the Lord brings you into the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Hivites, and Jebusites, az which He swore to your fathers that He would give you, a land flowing with milk and honey, you must carry out this ritual in this month. 6 For seven days you must eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there is to be a festival to the Lord. 7 Unleavened bread is to be eaten for those seven days. Nothing leavened may be found among you, and no yeast may be found among you in all your territory. 8 On that day explain to your son, 'This is because of what the Lord did for me when I came out of Egypt.' 9 Let it serve as a sign for you on your hand and as a reminder on your forehead,ba so that the Lord's instruction may be in your mouth; for the Lord brought you out of Egypt with a strong hand. 10 Keep this statute at its appointed time from year to year.

				11 "When the Lord brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as He swore to you and your fathers, and gives it to you, 12 you are to present to the Lord every firstborn male of the womb. All firstborn offspring of the livestock you own that are males will be the Lord's. 13 You must redeem every firstborn of a donkey with a flock animal, but if you do not redeem it, break its neck. However, you must redeem every firstborn among your sons.

				14 "In the future, when your son asks you, 'What does this mean? ' say to him, 'By the strength of His hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, out of the place of slavery. 15 When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the Lord killed every firstborn male in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of man to the firstborn of livestock. That is why I sacrifice to the Lord all the firstborn of the womb that are males, but I redeem all the firstborn of my sons.' 16 So let it be a sign on your hand and a symbolbb on your forehead, for the Lord brought us out of Egypt by the strength of His hand."  (See Dt #11:Teachable Moments.)

				

	

The Route of the Exodus

				17 When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them along the road to the land of the Philistines, even though it was nearby; for God said,"The people will change their minds and return to Egypt if they face war." 18 So He led the people around toward the •Red Sea along the road of the wilderness. And the Israelites left the land of Egypt in battle formation.

				19 Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, because Joseph had made the Israelites swear a solemn oath, saying,"God will certainly come to your aid; then you must take my bones with you from this place."

				20 They set out from Succoth and camped at Etham on the edge of the wilderness. 21 The Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to lead them on their way during the day and in a pillar of fire to give them light at night, so that they could travel day or night. 22 The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night never left its place in front of the people.

				14 Then the Lord spoke to Moses: 2 "Tell the Israelites to turn back and camp in front of Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea; you must camp in front of Baal-zephon, facing it by the sea. 3 Pharaoh will say of the Israelites: They are wandering around the land in confusion; the wilderness has boxed them in. 4 I will harden Pharaoh's heart so that he will pursue them. Then I will receive glory by means of Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians will know that I am •Yahweh." So the Israelites did this.

				

	

The Egyptian Pursuit

				5 When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, Pharaoh and his officials changed their minds about the people and said:"What have we done? We have released Israel from serving us." 6 So he got his chariot ready and took his troopsbc with him; 7 he took 600 of the best chariots and all the rest of the chariots of Egypt, with officers in each one. 8 The Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the Israelites, who were going out triumphantly.bd 9 The Egyptians — all Pharaoh's horses and chariots, his horsemen,be and his army — chased after them and caught up with them as they camped by the sea beside Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon.

				10 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up and saw the Egyptians coming after them. Then the Israelites were terrified and cried out to the Lord for help. 11 They said to Moses:"Is it because there are no graves in Egypt that you took us to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Isn't this what we told you in Egypt: Leave us alone so that we may serve the Egyptians? It would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness."

				13 But Moses said to the people,"Don't be afraid. Stand firm and see the Lord's salvation He will provide for you today; for the Egyptians you see today, you will never see again. 14 The Lord will fight for you; you must be quiet."

				

	

Escape through the Red Sea

				15 The Lord said to Moses,"Why are you crying out to Me? Tell the Israelites to break camp. 16 As for you, lift up your staff, stretch out your hand over the sea, and divide it so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground. 17 I am going to harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them, and I will receive glory by means of Pharaoh, all his army, and his chariots and horsemen. 18 The Egyptians will know that I am Yahweh when I receive glory through Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen."

				19 Then the Angel of God, who was going in front of the Israelite forces, moved and went behind them. The pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and stood behind them. 20 It came between the Egyptian and Israelite forces. The cloud was there in the darkness, yet it lit up the night. So neither group came near the other all night long.

				21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back with a powerful east wind all that night and turned the sea into dry land. So the waters were divided,22 and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with the waters like a wall to them on their right and their left.

				A Principle to Live By - Developing Confidence in God
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				#13 To develop our faith in God, we must also develop our confidence in the capacities and abilities God has given us. 

				Moses faced his greatest test when he stood at the edge of the Red Sea. However, God's divine therapy had developed his self-confidence, giving Moses the courage to step out and trust God to deliver the children of Israel from the Egyptians (v. 13). 

				The sequence may make us feel uncomfortable. After all, shouldn't our faith in God come first, and our self-confidence follow? The answer is"Yes." But for Moses, his capacity to develop his trust in God appeared to be directly related to how he felt about his own abilities. This is why God used Aaron initially to help Moses develop a proper self-image. God did not bypass the human process He has designed to enable us to feel comfortable trusting Him.  (Review Ex #11: Divine Therapy)

				This brings into focus the importance of the relationships in a Christian family. God wants to use fathers particularly to meet their children's emotional and social needs and build their self-confidence. This is why Paul wrote to the Colossians: 

				Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so they won't become discouraged. (Col 3:21; see also Eph 6:4.) 

				This is God's ideal plan. Being able to trust our natural fathers is foundational in enabling us to trust our heavenly Father. However, God has developed an alternate plan—the family of God. People who do not have secure family relationships can experience acceptance and love and emotional healing within the family of God. In turn, these secure relationships with Christians build our self-confidence and enable us to feel comfortable putting our confidence in God.  (Review Ex #5: A Family Affair)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it difficult to trust God when we have difficulty believing in ourselves and others?

				

				23 The Egyptians set out in pursuit — all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen — and went into the sea after them. 24 Then during the morning watch, the Lord looked down on the Egyptian forces from the pillar of fire and cloud, and threw them into confusion. 25 He caused their chariot wheels to swerve bf, bg and made them drivebh with difficulty."Let's get away from Israel," the Egyptians said,"because Yahweh is fighting for them against Egypt!"

				26 Then the Lord said to Moses,"Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may come back on the Egyptians, on their chariots and horsemen." 27 So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at daybreak the sea returned to its normal depth. While the Egyptians were trying to escape from it, the Lord threw them into the sea. 28 The waters came back and covered the chariots and horsemen, the entire army of Pharaoh, that had gone after them into the sea. None of them survived.

				29 But the Israelites had walked through the sea on dry ground, with the waters like a wall to them on their right and their left. 30 That day the Lord saved Israel from the power of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31 When Israel saw the great power that the Lord used against the Egyptians, the people •feared the Lord and believed in Him and in His servant Moses.

				A Principle to Live By - Putting God First

				[image: Getz0084.png]

				#14 All spiritual leaders should make sure God is always exalted above all.

				There is a very important sequence after the children of Israel's great victory over the Egyptians. First, they"feared the Lord and believed in Him." Second, they"believed . . . in His servant Moses" (v. 31). 

				All God-honoring Christian leaders will never allow their followers to worship them rather than the Lord. As we've seen, God rebuilt Moses' self-image. However, Moses also needed to learn that God must always be honored and glorified above all. He demonstrated that he had learned this lesson when he told the children of Israel to"stand firm and see the Lord's salvation" (v. 13). 

				After Peter and John healed a lame man, the religious leaders asked,"By what power or in what name have you done this?" (Ac 4:7). Peter responded,

				Let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene—whom you crucified and whom God raised from the dead—by Him this man is standing here before you healthy. (Ac 4:10)  (See Ac #6:Honoring God.)

				Paul and Barnabas also illustrated this principle dramatically. When the people saw Paul heal a man who had been lame from birth,"They raised their voices, saying in the Lycaonian language, 'The gods have come down to us in the form of men!'" (Ac 14:11). Barnabas and Paul quickly set the record straight: 

				Men! Why are you doing these things? We are men also, with the same nature as you, and we are proclaiming good news to you, that you should turn from these worthless things to the living God, who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and everything in them. (Ac 14:15)  (See Ac #26:Glorifying God.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what practical ways can we accept honor and esteem for a job well done and at the same time focus others' attention on God?

				

				

	

Israel's Song

				15 Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord. They said:

				

				I will sing to the Lord,

				for He is highly exalted;

				He has thrown the horse

				and its rider into the sea.

				2 The Lord is my strength and my song;bi

				He has become my salvation.

				This is my God, and I will praise Him,

				my father's God, and I will exalt Him.

				3 The Lord is a warrior;

				•Yahweh is His name.

				

				4 He threw Pharaoh's chariots

				and his army into the sea;

				the elite of his officers

				were drowned in the •Red Sea.

				5 The floods covered them;

				they sank to the depths like a stone.

				6 Lord, Your right hand is glorious in power.

				Lord, Your right hand shattered the enemy.

				7 You overthrew Your adversaries

				by Your great majesty.

				You unleashed Your burning wrath;

				it consumed them like stubble.

				8 The waters heaped up at the blast 
of Your nostrils;

				the currents stood firm like a dam.

				The watery depths congealed in the heart of the sea.

				9 The enemy said:

				"I will pursue, I will overtake,

				I will divide the spoil.

				My desire will be gratified at their expense.

				I will draw my sword;

				my hand will destroybj them."

				10 But You blew with Your breath,

				and the sea covered them.

				They sank like lead

				in the mighty waters.

				

				11 Lord, who is like You among the gods?

				Who is like You, glorious in holiness,

				revered with praises, performing wonders?

				12 You stretched out Your right hand,

				and the earth swallowed them.

				13 You will lead the people

				You have redeemed

				with Your faithful love;

				You will guide them to Your holy dwelling

				with Your strength.

				

				

				14 When the peoples hear, they will shudder;

				anguish will seize the inhabitants of Philistia.

				15 Then the chiefs of Edom will be terrified;

				trembling will seize the leaders of Moab;

				the inhabitants of Canaan will panic;

				16 and terror and dread will fall on them.

				They will be as stillbk as a stone

				because of Your powerful arm

				until Your people pass by, Lord,

				until the people whom You purchasedbl pass by.

				

				17 You will bring them in and plant them

				on the mountain of Your possession;

				Lord, You have prepared the place

				for Your dwelling;

				Lord, bm Your hands have established the sanctuary.

				18 The Lord will reign forever and ever!

				

				19 When Pharaoh's horses with his chariots and horsemen went into the sea, the Lord brought the waters of the sea back over them. But the Israelites walked through the sea on dry ground. 20 Then Miriam the prophetess, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand, and all the women followed her with their tambourines and danced.21 Miriam sang to them:

				

				Sing to the Lord,

				for He is highly exalted;

				He has thrown the horse

				and its rider into the sea.

				A Principle to Live By - Glorifying God

				[image: Getz0085.png]

				#15 There are times we should avoid using first person pronouns in order to focus attention on God. 

				The poetry Moses composed beautifully illustrates his fear that the children of Israel would put more faith and confidence in him than in God. In fact, Moses' name does not appear in this song of victory, and he limits the use of first-person pronouns (I, me, my). By contrast, the Lord's name appears 14 times, and 33 pronouns (Him, He, His, You, Your) refer to the Lord God (vv. 3-13). 

				This literary masterpiece reflects Moses' mature perspective regarding himself, his relationship with his fellow Israelites, and his relationship with God. Some 40 years before, he had tried to deliver Israel with his own hand, striking down an Egyptian taskmaster (2:11-12; Ac 7:23-25). Now, Moses set the record straight when he said,"Lord, Your right hand is glorious in power. Lord, Your right hand shattered the enemy" (Ex 15:6). 

				Moses, of course, knew that God had used his mouth, his abilities, his personality, and even his right hand. But he also knew who really made it all happen. This is true humility! 

				In the New Testament, the apostle Paul certainly used his natural abilities, but when he wrote to the Philippians, he said, 

				If anyone else thinks he has grounds for confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised the eighth day; of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; regarding the law, a Pharisee; regarding zeal, persecuting the church; regarding the righteousness that is in the law, blameless. But everything that was a gain to me, I have considered to be a loss because of Christ. More than that, I also consider everything to be a loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. (Php 3:4b-8a)  (See Php #8:Christlike Examples.)

				Reflection and Response

				At what point and in what circumstances are first-person pronouns necessary and when do they become self-serving?

				

				

	

Water Provided

				22 Then Moses led Israel on from the Red Sea, and they went out to the Wilderness of Shur. They journeyed for three days in the wilderness without finding water. 23 They came to Marah, but they could not drink the water at Marah because it was bitter — that is why it was named Marah.24 The people grumbled to Moses,"What are we going to drink?"25 So he cried out to the Lord, and the Lord showed him a tree. When he threw it into the water, the water became drinkable.

				He made a statute and ordinance for them at Marah and He tested them there. 26 He said,"If you will carefully obey the Lord your God, do what is right in His eyes, pay attention to His commands, and keep all His statutes, I will not inflict any illnesses on you that I inflicted on the Egyptians. For I am Yahweh who heals you."

				27 Then they came to Elim, where there were 12 springs of water and 70 date palms, and they camped there by the waters.

				A Principle to Live By - Short Memories
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				#16 When we face difficult circumstances, we should reflect on God's previous and present blessings.

				Once the children of Israel safely crossed the Red Sea and sang a song of exultation to the Lord, they moved on toward Mount Sinai. However, they constantly complained. Though we can all understand their need for water, it's rather amazing that they"grumbled to Moses," especially after the dramatic and awesome Red Sea experience (v. 24)! It's even more amazing that after God miraculously quenched their thirst at Marah (v. 25),"the entire Israelite community grumbled against Moses and Aaron" in"the Wilderness of Sin" (16:1-2). And even though God graciously heard their complaints and provided manna in the morning and quail in the evening (16:8), when they faced the water shortage at Rephidim, once again they"complained to Moses, 'Give us water to drink'" (17:2). 

				It's easy to judge the Israelites for their short memories and their ingratitude, but what about how we live our lives as Christians? How often we forget God's previous blessings when we face difficult times! After challenging the church in Philippi to"work out [their] own salvation with fear and trembling" (Php 2:12), Paul exhorted them to be a good example to non-Christians: 

				Do everything without grumbling and arguing, so that you may be blameless and pure, children of God who are faultless in a crooked and perverted generation, among whom you shine like stars in the world. (Php 2:14-15)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to forget God's previous blessings and provisions when we face difficult trials and experiences?

				

				

	

Manna and Quail Provided

				16 The entire Israelite community departed from Elim and came to the Wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had left the land of Egypt.2 The entire Israelite community grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3 The Israelites said to them,"If only we had died by the Lord's hand in the land of Egypt, when we sat by pots of meat and ate all the bread we wanted. Instead, you brought us into this wilderness to make this whole assembly die of hunger!"

				4 Then the Lord said to Moses,"I am going to rain bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and gather enough for that day. This way I will test them to see whether or not they will follow My instructions. 5 On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days."bn

				6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites:"This evening you will know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt; 7 in the morning you will see the Lord's glory because He has heard your complaints about Him. For who are we that you complain about us?" 8 Moses continued,"The Lord will give you meat to eat this evening and more than enough bread in the morning, for He has heard the complaints that you are raising against Him. Who are we? Your complaints are not against us but against the Lord."

				A Principle to Live By - Respecting Our Leaders
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				#17 When we complain against Christian leaders who are serving Christ faithfully, we must understand that we are actually complaining against God.

				This principle does not mean that it's wrong to voice concerns when Christian leaders violate the will of God. Paul even outlined the procedure for doing so. Although no accusation was to be accepted"against an elder" without"two or three witnesses," leaders who were found guilty of sin were definitely to be rebuked (1Tm 5:19). 

				At this time, Moses and Aaron—though not perfect in their leadership skills—were obeying God and faithfully serving His people. Today, we must honor, respect, and obey those who have been appointed to lead us in our local churches and who are serving us faithfully. Though human and imperfect, they are God's representatives, and to purposely ignore their spiritual guidance is to disobey God. The author of Hebrews wrote, 

				Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account, so that they can do this with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you. (Heb 13:17; see also 1Th 5:12-13.)  (See Heb #23:Following Godly Leaders.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we differentiate between having a complaining attitude versus expressing valid concerns regarding the way spiritual leaders carry out their God-given responsibilities?

				

				9 Then Moses told Aaron,"Say to the entire Israelite community, 'Come before the Lord, for He has heard your complaints.'" 10 As Aaron was speaking to the entire Israelite community, they turned toward the wilderness, and there in a cloud the Lord's glory appeared.

				11 The Lord spoke to Moses, 12 "I have heard the complaints of the Israelites. Tell them: At twilight you will eat meat, and in the morning you will eat bread until you are full. Then you will know that I am •Yahweh your God."

				13 So at evening quail came and covered the camp. In the morning there was a layer of dew all around the camp. 14 When the layer of dew evaporated, there were fine flakes on the desert surface, as fine as frost on the ground. 15 When the Israelites saw it, they asked one another,"What is it?" because they didn't know what it was.

				Moses told them,"It is the bread the Lord has given you to eat.16 This is what the Lord has commanded: 'Gather as much of it as each person needs to eat. You may take two quartsbo per individual, according to the number of people each of you has in his tent.'"

				17 So the Israelites did this. Some gathered a lot, some a little. 18 When they measured it by quarts,bp the person who gathered a lot had no surplus, and the person who gathered a little had no shortage. Each gathered as much as he needed to eat. 19 Moses said to them,"No one is to let any of it remain until morning." 20 But they didn't listen to Moses; some people left part of it until morning, and it bred worms and smelled. Therefore Moses was angry with them.

				21 They gathered it every morning. Each gathered as much as he needed to eat, but when the sun grew hot, it melted. 22 On the sixth day they gathered twice as much food, four quartsbq apiece, and all the leaders of the community came and reported this to Moses. 23 He told them,"This is what the Lord has said: 'Tomorrow is a day of complete rest, a holy Sabbath to the Lord. Bake what you want to bake, and boil what you want to boil, and set aside everything left over to be kept until morning.'"

				24 So they set it aside until morning as Moses commanded, and it didn't smell or have any maggots in it. 25 "Eat it today," Moses said,"because today is a Sabbath to the Lord. Today you won't find any in the field. 26 For six days you may gather it, but on the seventh day, the Sabbath, there will be none."

				27 Yet on the seventh day some of the people went out to gather, but they did not find any. 28 Then the Lord said to Moses,"How long will you refuse to keep My commands and instructions? 29 Understand that the Lord has given you the Sabbath; therefore on the sixth day He will give you two days' worth of bread. Each of you stay where you are; no one is to leave his place on the seventh day." 30 So the people rested on the seventh day.

				A Principle to Live By - Complete Obedience
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				#18 We are to determine in our hearts to obey God fully.

				These incidents profiling disobedience illustrate how God's people acted again and again. From the time they left Egypt until they occupied the promised land, they often ignored God's specific instructions. 

				It's God's will that all believers today listen carefully to His exhortations and through the power of the Holy Spirit obey Him fully. Though we cannot live perfect lives, our goal should be to reflect God's holy character as emphasized by the apostle Peter:

				As obedient children, do not be conformed to the desires of your former ignorance but, as the One who called you is holy, you also are to be holy in all your conduct; for it is written, Be holy, because I am holy. (1Pt 1:14-16)  (See 1Pt #3:Living Transformed Lives.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the exhortations in Scripture you most often fail to obey, and why?

				

				31 The house of Israel named the substance manna. It resembled coriander seed, was white, and tasted like wafers made with honey. 32 Moses said,"This is what the Lord has commanded: 'Two quartsbr of it are to be preserved throughout your generations, so that they may see the bread I fed you in the wilderness when I brought you out of the land of Egypt.'"

				33 Moses told Aaron,"Take a container and put two quartsbs of manna in it. Then place it before the Lord to be preserved throughout your generations." 34 As the Lord commanded Moses, Aaron placed it before the •testimony to be preserved.

				35 The Israelites ate manna for 40 years, until they came to an inhabited land. They ate manna until they reached the border of the land of Canaan. 36 (Two quarts arebt a tenth of an ephah.)

				

	

Water from the Rock

				17 The entire Israelite community left the Wilderness of Sin, moving from one place to the next according to the Lord's command. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink.2 So the people complained to Moses,"Give us water to drink."

				"Why are you complaining to me?" Moses replied to them."Why are you testing the Lord?"

				3 But the people thirsted there for water, and grumbled against Moses. They said,"Why did you ever bring us out of Egypt to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?"

				4 Then Moses cried out to the Lord,"What should I do with these people? In a little while they will stone me!"

				5 The Lord answered Moses,"Go on ahead of the people and take some of the elders of Israel with you. Take the staff you struck the Nile with in your hand and go. 6 I am going to stand there in front of you on the rock at Horeb; when you hit the rock, water will come out of it and the people will drink." Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He named the place Massah and Meribah because the Israelites complained, and because they tested the Lord, saying,"Is the Lord among us or not?"

				A Principle to Live By - Our Wilderness School
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				#19 To continue to mature in Christ, we are to view our weaknesses as opportunities to grow spiritually.

				The children of Israel were spiritually immature, but God used their failures to continue to prepare Moses for even greater leadership challenges. As we've seen, one of his greatest weaknesses was fear of rejection. God had faithfully rebuilt his self-image and his ability to trust in Him, but rejection was to be an ongoing experience for Moses, even to the point that the children of Israel would turn on him and try to take his life. It's at times like this that Moses had to learn not to run and hide but to seek God's help and encouragement.  
(Review Ex #9: Painful but Helpful Tests)

				Today, God still specializes in developing our character by allowing us to face challenges in the areas we need to grow and develop. He tailors tests for each one of us that relate to our responsibilities within the body of Christ. 

				Paul's perspective on his own"wilderness school" should be an encouragement to all of us. He saw his trials as an opportunity to grow spiritually and to be able to minister more effectively to others who are suffering:

				Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all comfort. He comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any kind of affliction, through the comfort we ourselves receive from God. (2Co 1:3-4)  (See 2Co #1:A Perspective on Suffering.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some areas of weakness in your own life that God may want to strengthen through some"wilderness" experiences in order to help you grow spiritually?

				

				

	

The Amalekites Attack

				8 At Rephidim, Amalek came and fought against Israel. 9 Moses said to Joshua,"Select some men for us and go fight against Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the hilltop with God's staff in my hand."

				10 Joshua did as Moses had told him, and fought against Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11 While Moses held up his hand, bu Israel prevailed, but whenever he put his hand bv down, Amalek prevailed. 12 When Moses' hands grew heavy, they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat down on it. Then Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side and one on the other so that his hands remained steady until the sun went down. 13 So Joshua defeated Amalek and his armybw with the sword.

				14 The Lord then said to Moses,"Write this down on a scroll as a reminder and recite it to Joshua: I will completely blot out the memory of Amalek under heaven."

				15 And Moses built an altar and named it,"The Lord Is My Banner."bx 16 He said,"Indeed, my hand is lifted up towardby the Lord's throne. The Lord will be at war with Amalek from generation to generation."

				

	

Jethro's Visit

				18 Moses' father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian, heard about everything that God had done for Moses and His people Israel, and how the Lord had brought Israel out of Egypt.

				2 Now Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, had taken in Zipporah, Moses' wife, after he had sent her back, 3 along with her two sons, one of whom was named Gershom (because Moses had said,"I have been a foreigner in a foreign land") 4 and the other Eliezer (because he had said,"The God of my father was my helper and delivered me from Pharaoh's sword").

				5 Moses' father-in-law Jethro, along with Moses' wife and sons, came to him in the wilderness where he was camped at the mountain of God.6 He sent word to Moses,"I, your father-in-law Jethro, am coming to you with your wife and her two sons."

				7 So Moses went out to meet his father-in-law, bowed down, and then kissed him. They asked each other how they had beenbz and went into the tent. 8 Moses recounted to his father-in-law all that the Lord had done to Pharaoh and the Egyptians for Israel's sake, all the hardships that confronted them on the way, and how the Lord delivered them.

				9 Jethro rejoiced over all the good things the Lord had done for Israel when He rescued them from the power of the Egyptians. 10 "Praise the Lord," Jethro exclaimed,"who rescued you from Pharaoh and the power of the Egyptians and snatched the people from the power of the Egyptians. 11 Now I know that •Yahweh is greater than all gods, because He did wonders when the Egyptians acted arrogantly against Israel."ca

				12 Then Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, brought a •burnt offering and sacrifices to God, and Aaron came with all the elders of Israel to eat a meal with Moses' father-in-law in God's presence.

				A Principle to Live By - Witnessing to Unsaved Family Members
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				#20 To be an effective Christian witness to unsaved relatives, we are to live consistent Christian lives.

				Moses' father-in-law, Jethro, was"the priest of Midian" (3:1), a man who had long since forsaken the one true God. He not only worshiped false gods but helped others to do the same. Jethro was watching and listening carefully to what had happened to Moses. He could not ignore God's power in delivering the children of Israel from Egyptian bondage, and he confessed,"Now I know that Yahweh is greater than all gods" (18:11). 

				Though the Lord used supernatural events to convince Jethro that He is the one true God, we must remember that Moses had endeared himself to Jethro by being a good husband to his daughter and good father to his grandchildren. And when he was called by God to go back to Egypt, he made it a point to secure Jethro's permission and blessing (4:18). He had deep respect for his father-in-law—an important bridge to this man's heart in terms of communicating who God really is. 

				God uses a godly and consistent life as the most significant way to witness and share Christ with family members. The apostle Peter addressed this issue when he wrote to Christian women who were married to unsaved husbands:

				In the same way, wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, even if some disobey the Christian message, they may be won over without a message by the way their wives live when they observe your pure, reverent lives. (1Pt 3:1-2)  (See 1Pt #8:Marital Relationships.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the major barriers we face when attempting to share the gospel of Christ with unsaved family members, and how can we overcome these barriers?

				

				13 The next day Moses sat down to judge the people, and they stood around Moses from morning until evening. 14 When Moses' father-in-law saw everything he was doing for them he asked,"What is this thing you're doing for the people? Why are you alone sitting as judge, while all the people stand around you from morning until evening?"

				15 Moses replied to his father-in-law,"Because the people come to me to inquire of God. 16 Whenever they have a dispute, it comes to me, and I make a decision between one man and another. I teach them God's statutes and laws."

				17 "What you're doing is not good," Moses' father-in-law said to him. 18 "You will certainly wear out both yourself and these people who are with you, because the task is too heavy for you. You can't do it alone.

				A Principle to Live By - Leadership Blind Spots
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				#21 To function effectively, leaders in churches, in families, and in vocational roles should seek wisdom and guidance from others.

				It didn't take long for Jethro to discern that Moses was facing a serious challenge. Probably numbering two million, this mobile group of people had no stable social and economic structures to resolve the multitude of problems they faced each day. Consequently, they lined up day after day to ask Moses to judge their cases. But Jethro—a man who had just come to faith in the one true God—saw the problem immediately and served as Moses' wilderness consultant. 

				We all have blind spots as we try to lead others. This is true of pastors and parents as well as supervisors in the world of business. This is why we need each other within the family of God, the body of Christ. We are"members of one another" (Rm 12:5). Just as"the eye cannot say to the hand, 'I don't need you!' Or again, the head can't say to the feet, 'I don't need you!'" (1Co 12:21), so too no member of God's family can say to another,"I don't need you." We all need each other in order to be effective in our leadership roles.  (See Rm #22:A Servant's Heart.)

				Reflection and Response

				Considering your own leadership position, who can best serve as a person like Jethro in your life?

				

				19 Now listen to me; I will give you some advice, and God be with you. You be the one to represent the people before God and bring their cases to Him. 20 Instruct them about the statutes and laws, and teach them the way to live and what they must do.

				A Principle to Live By - Establishing Priorities
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				#22 To be effective, spiritual leaders must establish biblical priorities.

				Moses needed to focus on seeking God's will for the children of Israel through prayer and then teaching them God's laws and how to practice these commands in their daily lives. 

				Moses' lesson in management has particular application to those who are spiritual leaders in the church. The apostles had to learn the same lesson when they faced a crisis during the early days in the church in Jerusalem. The Grecian widows were being neglected in the daily distribution of food. As important as this need was, these men could not spend their time distributing food. They had to devote themselves"to prayer and to the preaching ministry" (Ac 6:4). In essence, these were the same priorities Jethro outlined for Moses.  (See Ac #12:Leadership Priorities.)

				Though we may not be primary leaders in our church or our vocational arena, we must still establish biblical priorities. Jesus captured the essence of this principle when He said,"But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be provided for you" (Mt 6:33). 

				Reflection and Response

				What are the priorities God wants you to establish regardless of your leadership role?

				

				21 But you should select from all the people able men, God-fearing, trustworthy, and hating bribes. Place them over the people as commanders of thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens.22 They should judge the people at all times. Then they can bring you every important case but judge every minor case themselves. In this way you will lighten your load,cb and they will bear it with you.23 If you do this, and God so directs you, you will be able to endure, and also all these people will be able to go home satisfied."cc

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Delegating Effectively

				#23 To be effective leaders, we must delegate responsibilities to other qualified people.

				[image: Getz0093.png]

				The key to effective delegation is—and always has been—to discover people who are not only skilled but who love God, who are trustworthy, and who have unwavering integrity. Jethro suggested to Moses that he find these men and assign them over"thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens" (v. 21). These leaders could handle the smaller matters that came up every day, while Moses would still be available 
to help resolve the bigger issues that would invariably surface in this wilderness city.

				This principle of delegation is also beautifully illustrated in the New Testament when the apostles faced the food crisis with the Grecian widows. Like Moses, they not only established their priorities, but they made it clear that the task must be delegated to qualified people."Therefore, brothers," they said,"select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and wisdom, whom we can appoint to this duty" (Ac 6:3). Paul outlined in great detail the qualifications for people who are to be appointed as elders and deacons in local churches. To delegate responsibility to people who are not qualified spiritually only creates 
more problems. 

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the problems you've observed in local churches today because the spiritual leaders have not been selected based on the biblical profile of maturity outlined by Paul?  (See 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity.)

				

				24 Moses listened to his father-in-law and did everything he said. 25 So Moses chose able men from all Israel and made them leaders over the people as commanders of thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens. 26 They judged the people at all times; they would bring the hard cases to Moses, but they would judge every minor case themselves.

				27 Then Moses said good-bye to his father-in-law, and he journeyed to his own land.

				A Principle to Live By - Being Teachable
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				#24 To be effective, leaders must continue to be learners themselves.

				Though Moses certainly made mistakes as a leader, he also developed a humble, teachable spirit. In this case, he listened to his father-in-law's advice. 

				It's not coincidental that one of the qualities for church leaders is to be"an able teacher" (1Ti 3:2). Here Paul used the Greek term didaktikos and later repeated it in his second letter to Timothy: 

				But reject foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they breed quarrels. The Lord's slave must not quarrel, but must be gentle to everyone, able to teach, and patient, instructing his opponents with gentleness. Perhaps God will grant them repentance leading them to the knowledge of the truth. (2Tm 2:23-25) 

				In this second use, Paul has given us a contextual commentary on this word's rich meaning. In essence, good leaders must be capable communicators, and to be this kind of communicators, they must have a"teachable spirit"—to be able to listen and to be patient even with those who disagree with them.  (See 2Tm #7:Able to Teach.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the negative results when spiritual leaders do not have a teachable spirit?

				

				

	

Israel at Sinai

				19 In the third month, on the same day of the month that the Israelites had left the land of Egypt, they entered the Wilderness of Sinai. 2 After they departed from Rephidim, they entered the Wilderness of Sinai and camped in the wilderness, and Israel camped there in front of the mountain.

				3 Moses went up the mountain to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain:"This is what you must say to the house of Jacob, and explain to the Israelites: 4 'You have seen what I did to the Egyptians and how I carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to Me.5 Now if you will listen to Me and carefully keep My covenant, you will be My own possession out of all the peoples, although all the earth is Mine, 6 and you will be My kingdom of priests and My holy nation.' These are the words that you are to say to the Israelites."

				A Principle to Live By - Reflecting God's Holiness

				#25 As members of God's spiritual family, we are to reflect God's holy character to those who are not yet His children.

				[image: Getz0095.png]

				In spite of Israel's consistent failure in years to come, God's unconditional promise to Abraham that his seed would become a blessing to"all the peoples on earth" continued to be on schedule (Gn 12:3). The Messiah eventually came and God's mystery, the church, was"revealed to His holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit"—namely, that"the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, and partners of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel" (Eph 3:4-6). In this sense, both Jews and Gentiles can become what Israel failed to be—a dynamic witness in this world. Peter captured this great truth: 

				But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of the One who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

				Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and temporary residents to abstain from fleshly desires that war against you. Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that in a case where they speak against you as those who do what is evil, they will, by observing your good works, glorify God on the day of visitation. 
(1Pt 2:9-12)  (See 1Pt #5: A Holy People.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what creative ways can the church, as a body of believers, expose unbelievers to a holy God who is reaching out to a lost world? 

				

				7 After Moses came back, he summoned the elders of the people and set before them all these words that the Lord had commanded him. 8 Then all the people responded together,"We will do all that the Lord has spoken." So Moses brought the people's words back to the Lord.

				9 The Lord said to Moses,"I am going to come to you in a dense cloud, so that the people will hear when I speak with you and will always believe you." Then Moses reported the people's words to the Lord. 10 And the Lord told Moses,"Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow. They must wash their clothes 11 and be prepared by the third day, for on the third day the Lord will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. 12 Put boundaries for the people all around the mountain and say: Be careful that you don't go up on the mountain or touch its base. Anyone who touches the mountain will be put to death. 13 No hand may touch him; instead he will be stoned or shot with arrows. No animal or man will live. When the ram's horn sounds a long blast, they may go up the mountain."

				14 Then Moses came down from the mountain to the people and consecrated them, and they washed their clothes. 15 He said to the people,"Be prepared by the third day. Do not have sexual relations with women."

				16 On the third day, when morning came, there was thunder and lightning, a thick cloud on the mountain, and a loud trumpet sound, so that all the people in the camp shuddered. 17 Then Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. 18 Mount Sinai was completely enveloped in smoke because the Lord came down on it in fire. Its smoke went up like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain shook violently. 19 As the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke and God answered him in the thunder.

				20 The Lord came down on Mount Sinai at the top of the mountain. Then the Lord summoned Moses to the top of the mountain, and he went up. 21 The Lord directed Moses,"Go down and warn the people not to break through to see the Lord; otherwise many of them will die. 22 Even the priests who come near the Lord must purify themselves or the Lord will break out in anger against them."

				23 But Moses responded to the Lord,"The people cannot come up Mount Sinai, since You warned us: Put a boundary around the mountain and consider it holy." 24 And the Lord replied to him,"Go down and come back with Aaron. But the priests and the people must not break through to come up to the Lord, or He will break out in anger against them." 25 So Moses went down to the people and told them.

				

	

The Ten Commandments

				20 Then God spoke all these words:

				

				2 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the place of slavery.

				3 Do not have other gods besides Me.

				4 Do not make an idol for yourself, whether in the shape of anything in the heavens above or on the earth below or in the waters under the earth. 5 You must not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the fathers' sin, to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, 6 but showing faithful love to a thousand generations of those who love Me and keep My commands.

				7 Do not misuse the name of the Lord your God, because the Lord will not leave anyone unpunished who misuses His name.

				8 Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy: 9 You are to labor six days and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. You must not do any work — you, your son or daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the foreigner who is within your gates. 11 For the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and everything in them in six days; then He rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and declared it holy.

				12 Honor your father and your mother so that you may have a long life in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.

				13 Do not murder.

				14 Do not commit adultery.

				15 Do not steal.

				16 Do not give false testimony against your neighbor.

				17 Do not covet your neighbor's house. Do not covet your neighbor's wife, his male or female slave, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - A New Command
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				#26 As believers, we are to love one another as He has loved us in order to fulfill the requirements of the law.

				When God initially spoke the Ten Commandments to all Israel from Mount Sinai, He had two important purposes in mind. The first purpose involves our need for a Savior from sin. Through the Ten Commandments, God wanted to make all human beings aware of our sinful condition. Paul made this purpose clear:"the knowledge of sin comes through the law" (Rm 3:20; see also Gl 3:19-26).  (See Gl #5:Justification by Faith.)

				The second purpose was for the children of Israel to become His"kingdom of priests" and His"holy nation" and consequently, a witness to their pagan neighbors (Ex 19:6). 

				When Jesus Christ came, He fulfilled the requirements of the law by living a perfect life, free from sin. Through faith in the Savior we inherit eternal life and become members of His church. In this new relationship with Christ and with one another, we have the power through the indwelling Holy Spirit to fulfill God's commands more and more (see Rm 8:3-4). The Christlike quality that helps us live out God's commands is our love for God and one another. Jesus beautifully illustrated this when He washed the apostles' feet and said,

				I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you must also love one another. By this all people will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another. (Jn 13:34-35) 

				Paul later stated,"Love, therefore, is the fulfillment of the law" (Rm 13:10). In other words, the ultimate purpose in loving one another is to demonstrate to"all people" that we are Jesus' disciples—followers of the One who fulfilled the law perfectly and who gave His life as a perfect sacrifice to provide a way of salvation. In this sense, we've come full circle back to Mount Sinai. Israel failed to be witnesses as God's"kingdom of priests" and His"holy nation." As members of the body of Christ who love one another, we can more and more be God's witnesses in the world.  (See Jn #28:Modeling Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				Throughout church history, how has Satan attempted to keep Christians from loving one another?

				

				

	

The People's Reaction

				18 All the people witnessedcd the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain surrounded by smoke. When the people saw it ce they trembled and stood at a distance. 19 "You speak to us, and we will listen," they said to Moses,"but don't let God speak to us, or we will die."

				20 Moses responded to the people,"Don't be afraid, for God has come to test you, so that you will •fear Him and will notcf sin." 21 And the people remained standing at a distance as Moses approached the thick darkness where God was.

				

	

Moses Receives Additional Laws

				22 Then the Lord told Moses,"This is what you are to say to the Israelites: You have seen that I have spoken to you from heaven. 23 You must not make gods of silver to rival Me; you must not make gods of gold for yourselves.cg

				24 "You must make an earthen altar for Me and sacrifice on it your •burnt offerings and •fellowship offerings, your sheep and goats, as well as your cattle. I will come to you and bless you in every place where I cause My name to be remembered. 25 If you make a stone altar for Me, you must not build it out of cut stones. If you use your chisel on it, you will defile it. 26 You must not go up to My altar on steps, so that your nakedness is not exposed on it.

				21 "These are the ordinances that you must set before them:

				

				

	

Laws about Slaves

				2 "When you buy a Hebrew slave, he is to serve for six years; then in the seventh he is to leave as a free manch without paying anything. 3 If he arrives alone, he is to leave alone; if he arrives withci a wife, his wife is to leave with him. 4 If his master gives him a wife and she bears him sons or daughters, the wife and her children belong to her master, and the man must leave alone.

				5 "But if the slave declares: 'I love my master, my wife, and my children; I do not want to leave as a free man,' 6 his master is to bring him to the judgescj and then bring him to the door or doorpost. His master must pierce his ear with an awl, and he will serve his master for life.

				7 "When a man sells his daughter as a slave,ck she is not to leave as the male slaves do. 8 If she is displeasing to her master, who chose her for himself, then he must let her be redeemed. He has no right to sell her to foreigners because he has acted treacherously toward her. 9 Or if he chooses her for his son, he must deal with her according to the customary treatment of daughters. 10 If he takes an additional wife, he must not reduce the food, clothing, or marital rights of the first wife. 11 And if he does not do these three things for her, she may leave free of charge, without any exchange of money.

				

	

Laws about Personal Injury

				12 "Whoever strikes a person so that he dies must be put to death. 13 But if he didn't intend any harm,cl and yet God caused it to happen by his hand, I will appoint a place for you where he may flee. 14 If a person schemes and willfullycm acts against his neighbor to murder him, you must take him from My altar to be put to death.

				15 "Whoever strikes his father or his mother must be put to death.

				16 "Whoever kidnaps a person must be put to death, whether he sells him or the person is found in his possession.

				17 "Whoever curses his father or his mother must be put to death.

				18 "When men quarrel and one strikes the other with a stone or his fist, and the injured man does not die but is confined to bed, 19 if he can later get up and walk around outside leaning on his staff, then the one who struck him will be exempt from punishment. Nevertheless, he must pay for his lost work timecn and provide for his complete recovery.

				20 "When a man strikes his male or female slave with a rod, and the slave dies under his abuse,co the owner must be punished.cp 21 However, if the slave can stand up after a day or two, the owner should not be punishedcq because he is his owner's property.cr

				22 "When men get in a fight and hit a pregnant woman so that her children are born prematurely but there is no injury, the one who hit her must be fined as the woman's husband demands from him, and he must pay according to judicial assessment. 23 If there is an injury, then you must give life for life, 24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 25 burn for burn, bruise for bruise, wound for wound.

				26 "When a man strikes the eye of his male or female slave and destroys it, he must let the slave go free in compensation for his eye. 27 If he knocks out the tooth of his male or female slave, he must let the slave go free in compensation for his tooth.

				28 "When an oxcs gores a man or a woman to death, the ox must be stoned, and its meat may not be eaten, but the ox's owner is innocent. 29 However, if the ox was in the habit of goring, and its owner has been warned yet does not restrain it, and it kills a man or a woman, the ox must be stoned, and its owner must also be put to death. 30 If instead a ransom is demanded of him, he can pay a redemption price for his life in the full amount demanded from him. 31 If it gores a son or a daughter, he is to be dealt with according to this same law. 32 If the ox gores a male or female slave, he must give 30 •shekels of silver to the slave's master, and the ox must be stoned.

				33 "When a man uncovers a pit or digs a pit, and does not cover it, and an ox or a donkey falls into it, 34 the owner of the pit must give compensation; he must pay money to its owner, but the dead animal will become his.

				35 "When a man's ox injures his neighbor's ox and it dies, they must sell the live ox and divide its proceeds; they must also divide the dead animal. 36 If, however, it is known that the ox was in the habit of goring, yet its owner has not restrained it, he must compensate fully, ox for ox; the dead animal will become his.

				

	

Laws about Theft

				22ct"When a man steals an ox or a sheep and butchers it or sells it, he must repay five cattle for the ox or four sheep for the sheep. 2 cu If a thief is caught in the act of breaking in, and he is beaten to death, no one is •guilty of bloodshed. 3 But if this happens after sunrise,cv there is guilt of bloodshed. A thief must make full restitution. If he is unable, he is to be sold because of his theft. 4 If what was stolen — whether ox, donkey, or sheep — is actually found alive in his possession, he must repay double.

				

	

Laws about Crop Protection

				5 "When a man lets a field or vineyard be grazed in, and then allows his animals to go and graze in someone else's field, he must repay cw with the best of his own field or vineyard.

				6 "When a fire gets out of control, spreads to thornbushes, and consumes stacks of cut grain, standing grain, or a field, the one who started the fire must make full restitution for what was burned.

				

	

Laws about Personal Property

				7 "When a man gives his neighbor money or goods to keep, but they are stolen from that person's house, the thief, if caught, must repay double. 8 If the thief is not caught, the owner of the house must present himself to the judgescx to determine cy whether or not he has taken his neighbor's property. 9 In any case of wrongdoing involving an ox, a donkey, a sheep, a garment, or anything else lost, and someone claims, 'That's mine,'cz the case between the two parties is to come before the judges.da The one the judges condemndb must repay double to his neighbor.

				10 "When a man gives his neighbor a donkey, an ox, a sheep, or any other animal to care for, but it dies, is injured, or is stolen, while no one is watching, 11 there must be an oath before the Lord between the two of them to determine whether or not he has taken his neighbor's property. Its owner must accept the oath, and the other man does not have to make restitution. 12 But if, in fact, the animal was stolen from his custody, he must make restitution to its owner. 13 If it was actually torn apart by a wild animal, he is to bring it as evidence; he does not have to make restitution for the torn carcass.

				14 "When a man borrows an animal from his neighbor, and it is injured or dies while its owner is not there with it, the man must make full restitution. 15 If its owner is there with it, the man does not have to make restitution. If it was rented, the loss is covered bydc its rental price.

				

	

Laws about Seduction

				16 "If a man seduces a virgin who is not engaged, and he has sexual relations with her, he must certainly pay the bridal price for her to be his wife. 17 If her father absolutely refuses to give her to him, he must pay an amount in silver equal to the bridal price for virgins.

				

	

Capital Offenses

				18 "You must not allow a sorceress to live.

				19 "Whoever has sexual intercourse with an animal must be put to death.

				20 "Whoever sacrifices to any gods, except the Lord alone, is to be •set apart for destruction.

				

	

Laws Protecting the Vulnerable

				21 "You must not exploit a foreign resident or oppress him, since you were foreigners in the land of Egypt.

				22 "You must not mistreat any widow or fatherless child. 23 If you do mistreat them, they will no doubt cry to Me, and I will certainly hear their cry. 24 My anger will burn, and I will kill you with the sword; then your wives will be widows and your children fatherless.

				25 "If you lend money to My people, to the poor person among you, you must not be like a moneylender to him; you must not charge him interest.

				26 "If you ever take your neighbor's cloak as collateral, return it to him before sunset. 27 For it is his only covering; it is the clothing for his body.dd What will he sleep in? And if he cries out to Me, I will listen because I am compassionate.

				

	

Respect for God

				28 "You must not blaspheme Godde or curse a leader among your people.

				29 "You must not hold back offerings from your harvest or your vats. Give Me the firstborn of your sons. 30 Do the same with your cattle and your flock. Let them stay with their mothers for seven days, but on the eighth day you are to give them to Me.

				31 "Be My holy people. You must not eat the meat of a mauled animal found in the field; throw it to the dogs.

				

	

Laws about Honesty and Justice

				23 "You must not spread a false report. Do not joindf the wicked to be a malicious witness.

				2 "You must not follow a crowd in wrongdoing. Do not testify in a lawsuit and go along with a crowd to pervert justice. 3 Do not show favoritism to a poor person in his lawsuit.

				4 "If you come across your enemy's stray ox or donkey, you must return it to him.

				5 "If you see the donkey of someone who hates you lying helpless under its load, and you want to refrain from helping it, you must help with it.dg

				6 "You must not deny justice to a poor person among you in his lawsuit. 7 Stay far away from a false accusation. Do not kill the innocent and the just, because I will not justify the •guilty. 8 You must not take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the clear-sighted and corrupts the wordsdh of the righteous. 9 You must not oppress a foreign resident; you yourselves know how it feels to be a foreigner because you were foreigners in the land of Egypt.

				A Principle to Live By - The Greatest Commandments
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				#27 To evaluate the maturity of our relationship with God, we should evaluate the quality of our relationships with one another. 

				The children of Israel were not only to recognize God's holiness and to worship Him and Him alone, but they were also to maintain proper relationships with each other. This is why the Lord addressed the subjects of slavery, personal injury, theft, seduction, capital offenses, protecting the vulnerable, honesty, and justice (21:1–23:9).

				Note once again the Ten Commandments. The first four focused on Israel's relationship with God (20:1-11); the next six focused on their relationship with one another (20:12-17). 

				Centuries later, when one of the Pharisees asked Jesus which command was the greatest, He responded,

				Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and most important command. The second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets depend on these two commands. (Mt 22:37-40)  (See Rv #3:The Greatest Commands.)

				As noted in Principle 26, Christ's new command is to"love one another" just as He has loved us. Paul elaborated on what this means:

				Do not owe anyone anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments: Do not commit adultery; do not murder; do not steal; do not covet; and whatever other commandment—all are summed up by this: Love your neighbor as yourself. Love does no wrong to a neighbor. Love, therefore, is the fulfillment of the law. (Rm 13:8-10)  (See Ac #5:Three Vital Experiences.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Jesus' prayer for the disciples and for us relate to this new command? (See Jn 17:20-23.)  (See Jn #33:The Results of Love.)

				

				

	

Sabbaths and Festivals

				10 "Sow your land for six years and gather its produce. 11 But during the seventh year you are to let it rest and leave it uncultivated, so that the poor among your people may eat from it and the wild animals may consume what they leave. Do the same with your vineyard and your olive grove.

				12 "Do your work for six days but rest on the seventh day so that your ox and your donkey may rest, and the son of your female slave as well as the foreign resident may be refreshed.

				13 "Pay strict attention to everything I have said to you. You must not invoke the names of other gods; they must not be heard on your lips.di

				14 "Celebrate a festival in My honor three times a year. 15 Observe the Festival of •Unleavened Bread. As I commanded you, you are to eat unleavened bread for seven days at the appointed time in the month of Abib, because you came out of Egypt in that month. No one is to appear before Me empty-handed. 16 Also observe the Festival of Harvest with the •firstfruits of your produce from what you sow in the field, and observe the Festival of Ingathering at the end of the year, when you gather your producedj from the field. 17 Three times a year all your males are to appear before the Lord God.

				18 "You must not offer the blood of My sacrifices with anything leavened. The fat of My festival offering must not remain until morning.

				19 "Bring the best of the firstfruits of your land to the house of the Lord your God.

				"You must not boil a young goat in its mother's milk.

				

	

Promises and Warnings

				20 "I am going to send an angel before you to protect you on the way and bring you to the place I have prepared. 21 Be attentive to him and listen to his voice. Do not defydk him, because he will not forgive your acts of rebellion, for My name is in him. 22 But if you will carefully obey him and do everything I say, then I will be an enemy to your enemies and a foe to your foes. 23 For My angel will go before you and bring you to the land of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hivites, and Jebusites, and I will wipe them out. 24 You must not bow down to their gods or worship them. Do not imitate their practices. Instead, demolish them and smash their sacred pillars to pieces. 25 Worship the Lord your God, and He dl will bless your bread and your water. I will remove illnesses from you. 26 No woman will miscarry or be childless in your land. I will give you the full number of your days.

				27 "I will cause the people ahead of you to feel terrordm and throw into confusion all the nations you come to. I will make all your enemies turn their backs to you in retreat. 28 I will send the hornetdn in front of you, and it will drive the Hivites, Canaanites, and Hittites away from you. 29 I will not drive them out ahead of you in a single year; otherwise, the land would become desolate, and wild animals would multiply against you. 30 I will drive them out little by little ahead of you until you have become numerousdo and take possession of the land. 31 I will set your borders from the •Red Sea to the Mediterranean Sea,dp and from the wilderness to the Euphrates River.dq For I will place the inhabitants of the land under your control, and you will drive them out ahead of you.32 You must not make a covenant with them or their gods. 33 They must not remain in your land, or else they will make you sin against Me. If you worship their gods, it will be a snare for you."

				A Principle to Live By - A Holy Witness
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				#28 We are to be God's witnesses in this world without becoming a part of the world.

				God's plans for Israel focused on the"land" and"offspring" promises given to Abraham (Gn 13:15-16). To accomplish this purpose, the Lord knew the children of Israel could not withstand the idolatry and immorality in Canaan. After centuries of grace and mercy on the Canaanites' depravity, which included child sacrifice, God chose to use Israel to be His means to bring judgment and eliminate this evil behavior.  (Review Ex #25: Reflecting God's Holiness)

				Today, as God's new covenant people, we are to live in this world as God's holy witnesses. Because of the new birth and the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit, we are able to be light in the darkness that surrounds us. We are not to be in"partnership" with unbelievers in a way that will lead us into sin (2Co 6:14-16). Rather, we are to allow unbelievers to observe our commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ, hoping that God will open their hearts to the ministry of the Holy Spirit (1Pt 2:11-12).  (See 2Co #10:Proper Relationships; 1Pt #5: A Holy People.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we develop relationships with unbelievers without violating God's principles of separation from the world?

				

				

	

The Covenant Ceremony

				24 Then He said to Moses,"Go up to the Lord, you and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and 70 of Israel's elders, and bow in worship at a distance. 2 Moses alone is to approach the Lord, but the others are not to approach, and the people are not to go up with him."

				3 Moses came and told the people all the commands of the Lord and all the ordinances. Then all the people responded with a single voice,"We will do everything that the Lord has commanded." 4 And Moses wrote down all the words of the Lord. He rose early the next morning and set up an altar and 12 pillars for the 12 tribes of Israel at the base of the mountain. 5 Then he sent out young Israelite men, and they offered •burnt offerings and sacrificed bulls as •fellowship offerings to the Lord. 6 Moses took half the blood and set it in basins; the other half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar. 7 He then took the covenant scroll and read it aloud to the people. They responded,"We will do and obey everything that the Lord has commanded."

				8 Moses took the blood, sprinkled it on the people, and said,"This is the blood of the covenant that the Lord has made with you concerning all these words."

				9 Then Moses went up with Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and 70 of Israel's elders, 10 and they saw the God of Israel. Beneath His feet was something like a pavement made of sapphiredr stone, as clear as the sky itself. 11 God did not harmds the Israelite nobles; they saw Him, and they ate and drank.

				12 The Lord said to Moses,"Come up to Me on the mountain and stay there so that I may give you the stone tablets with the law and commandments I have written for their instruction."

				13 So Moses arose with his assistant Joshua and went up the mountain of God. 14 He told the elders,"Wait here for us until we return to you. Aaron and Hur are here with you. Whoever has a dispute should go to them." 15 When Moses went up the mountain, the cloud covered it. 16 The glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days. On the seventh day He called to Moses from the cloud. 17 The appearance of the Lord's glory to the Israelites was like a consuming fire on the mountaintop. 18 Moses entered the cloud as he went up the mountain, and he remained on the mountain 40 days and 40 nights.

				

	

Offerings to Build the Tabernacle

				25 The Lord spoke to Moses: 2 "Tell the Israelites to take an offering for Me. You are to take My offering from everyone who is willing to give. 3 This is the offering you are to receive from them: gold, silver, and bronze; 4 blue, purple, and scarlet yarn; fine linen and goat hair; 5 ram skins dyed red and manatee skins;dt acacia wood; 6 oil for the light; spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense; 7 and onyxdu along with other gemstones for mounting on the •ephod and breastpiece.dv

				8 "They are to make a sanctuary for Me so that I may dwell among them. 9 You must make it according to all that I show you — the pattern of the tabernacle as well as the pattern of all its furnishings.

				

	

The Ark

				10 "They are to make an ark of acacia wood, 45 inches long, 27 inches wide, and 27 inches high.dw11 Overlay it with pure gold; overlay it both inside and out. Also make a gold molding all around it. 12 Cast four gold rings for it and place them on its four feet, two rings on one side and two rings on the other side. 13 Make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. 14 Insert the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark in order to carry the ark with them. 15 The poles are to remain in the rings of the ark; they must not be removed from it. 16 Put the tablets of the •testimony that I will give you into the ark. 17 Make a •mercy seat of pure gold, 45 inches long and 27 inches wide.dx 18 Make two •cherubim of gold; make them of hammered work at the two ends of the mercy seat. 19 Make one cherub at one end and one cherub at the other end. At its two ends, make the cherubim of one piece with the mercy seat. 20 The cherubim are to have wings spread out above, covering the mercy seat with their wings, and are to face one another. The faces of the cherubim should be toward the mercy seat. 21 Set the mercy seat on top of the ark and put the testimony that I will give you into the ark. 22 I will meet with you there above the mercy seat, between the two cherubim that are over the ark of the testimony; I will speak with you from there about all that I command you regarding the Israelites.

				

	

The Table

				23 "You are to construct a table of acacia wood, 36 inches long, 18 inches wide, and 27 inches high.dy24 Overlay it with pure gold and make a gold molding all around it. 25 Make a three-inchdz frame all around it and make a gold molding for it all around its frame. 26 Make four gold rings for it, and attach the rings to the four corners at its four legs. 27 The rings should be next to the frame as holders for the poles to carry the table. 28 Make the poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold, and the table can be carried by them. 29 You are also to make its plates and cups, as well as its pitchers and bowls for pouring •drink offerings. Make them out of pure gold. 30 Put the •bread of the Presence on the table before Me at all times.

				

	

The Lampstand

				31 "You are to make a lampstand out of pure, hammered gold. It is to be made of one piece: its base and shaft, its ornamental cups, and its calyxes and petals. 32 Six branches are to extend from its sides, three branches of the lampstand from one side and three branches of the lampstand from the other side. 33 There are to be three cups shaped like almond blossoms, each with a calyx and petals, on the first branch, and three cups shaped like almond blossoms, each with a calyx and petals, on the next branch. It is to be this way for the six branches that extend from the lampstand. 34 There are to be four cups shaped like almond blossoms on the lampstand shaft along with its calyxes and petals. 35 For the six branches that extend from the lampstand, a calyx must be under the first pair of branches from it, a calyx under the second pair of branches from it, and a calyx under the third pair of branches from it. 36 Their calyxes and branches are to be of one piece.ea All of it is to be a single hammered piece of pure gold.

				37 "Make seven lamps on it. Its lamps are to be set up so they illuminate the area in front of it. 38 Its snuffers and firepans must be of pure gold. 39 The lampstandeb with all these utensils is to be made from 75 poundsec of pure gold. 40 Be careful to make them according to the pattern you have been shown on the mountain.

				

	

The Tabernacle

				26 "You are to construct the tabernacle itself with 10 curtains. You must make them of finely spun linen, and blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, with a design of •cherubim worked into them. 2 The length of each curtain should be 42 feet,ed and the width of each curtain six feet;ee all the curtains are to have the same measurements. 3 Five of the curtains should be joined together, and the other five curtains joined together. 4 Make loops of blue yarn on the edge of the last curtainef in the first set, and do the same on the edge of the outermost curtain in the second set. 5 Make 50 loops on the one curtain and make 50 loops on the edge of the curtain in the second set, so that the loops line up together. 6 Also make 50 gold clasps and join the curtains together with the clasps, so that the tabernacle may be a single unit.

				7 "You are to make curtains of goat hair for a tent over the tabernacle; make 11 of these curtains. 8 The length of each curtain should be 45 feeteg and the width of each curtain six feet.eh All 11 curtains are to have the same measurements. 9 Join five of the curtains by themselves, and the other six curtains by themselves. Then fold the sixth curtain double at the front of the tent. 10 Make 50 loops on the edge of the one curtain, the outermost in the first set, and make 50 loops on the edge of the corresponding curtain of the second set. 11 Make 50 bronze clasps; put the clasps through the loops and join the tent together so that it is a single unit. 12 As for the flap that is left over from the tent curtains, the leftover half curtain is to hang down over the back of the tabernacle. 13 The half yardei on one side and the half yardej on the other of what is left over along the length of the tent curtains should be hanging down over the sides of the tabernacle on either side to cover it. 14 Make a covering for the tent from ram skins dyed red and a covering of manatee skinsek on top of that.

				15 "You are to make upright planksel of acacia wood for the tabernacle. 16 The length of each plank is to be 15 feet,em and the width of each plank 27 inches.en 17 Each plank must be connected together with two tenons. Do the same for all the planks of the tabernacle. 18 Make the planks for the tabernacle as follows: 20 planks for the south side, 19 and make 40 silver bases under the 20 planks, two bases under the first plank for its two tenons, and two bases under the next plank for its two tenons; 20 20 planks for the second side of the tabernacle, the north side, 21 along with their 40 silver bases, two bases under the first plank and two bases under each plank; 22 and make six planks for the west side of the tabernacle. 23 Make two additional planks for the two back corners of the tabernacle. 24 They are to be paired at the bottom, and joined togethereo at the top in a single ring. So it should be for both of them; they will serve as the two corners. 25 There are to be eight planks with their silver bases: 16 bases; two bases under the first plank and two bases under each plank.

				26 "You are to make five crossbars of acacia wood for the planks on one side of the tabernacle, 27 five crossbars for the planks on the other side of the tabernacle, and five crossbars for the planks of the back side of the tabernacle on the west. 28 The central crossbar is to run through the middle of the planks from one end to the other. 29 Then overlay the planks with gold, and make their rings of gold as the holders for the crossbars. Also overlay the crossbars with gold. 30 You are to set up the tabernacle according to the plan for it that you have been shown on the mountain.

				31 "You are to make a veil of blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, and finely spun linen with a design of cherubim worked into it. 32 Hang it on four gold-plated posts of acacia wood that have gold hooks and that stand on four silver bases. 33 Hang the veil under the clasps and bring the ark of the •testimony there behind the veil, so the veil will make a separation for you between the holy place and the most holy place. 34 Put the •mercy seat on the ark of the testimony in the most holy place. 35 Place the table outside the veil and the lampstand on the south side of the tabernacle, opposite the table; put the table on the north side.

				36 "For the entrance to the tent you are to make a screen embroidered with blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, and finely spun linen. 37 Make five posts of acacia wood for the screen and overlay them with gold; their hooks are to be gold, and you are to cast five bronze bases for them.

				

	

The Altar of Burnt Offering

				27 "You are to construct the altar of acacia wood. The altar must be square, 7 1/2 feet long, and 7 1/2 feet wide;ep it must be 4 1/2 feet high.eq 2 Make horns for it on its four corners; the horns are to be of one piece.er Overlay it with bronze. 3 Make its pots for removing ashes, and its shovels, basins, meat forks, and firepans; make all its utensils of bronze. 4 Construct a grate for it of bronze mesh, and make four bronze rings on the mesh at its four corners. 5 Set it below, under the altar's ledge, so that the mesh comes halfway upes the altar. 6 Then make poles for the altar, poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with bronze. 7 The poles are to be inserted into the rings so that the poles are on two sides of the altar when it is carried. 8 Construct the altar with boards so that it is hollow. They are to make it just as it was shown to you on the mountain.

				

	

The Courtyard

				9 "You are to make the courtyard for the tabernacle. Make the hangings on the south of the courtyard out of finely spun linen, 150 feetet long on that side. 10 There are to be 20 posts and 20 bronze bases. The hooks and bandseu of the posts must be silver. 11 Then make the hangings on the north side 150 feetev long. There are to be 20 posts and 20 bronze bases. The hooks and bandsew of the posts must be silver. 12 Make the hangings of the courtyard on the west side 75 feetex long, including their 10 posts and 10 bases. 13 Make the hangings of the courtyard on the east side toward the sunrise 75 feet.ey 14 Make the hangings on one side of the gate 22 1/2 feet,ez including their three posts and their three bases. 15 And make the hangings on the other side 22 1/2 feet,fa including their three posts and their three bases. 16 The gate of the courtyard is to have a thirty-footfb screen embroidered with blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, and finely spun linen. It is to have four posts including their four bases.

				17 "All the posts around the courtyard are to be banded with silver and have silver hooks and bronze bases. 18 The length of the courtyard is to be 150 feet, the width 75 feet at each end, and the height 7 1/2 feet,fc all of it made of finely spun linen. The bases of the posts must be bronze. 19 All the tools of the tabernacle for every use and all its tent pegs as well as all the tent pegs of the courtyard are to be made of bronze.

				

	

The Lampstand Oil

				20 "You are to command the Israelites to bring you pure oil from crushed olives for the light, in order to keep the lamp burning continually. 21 In the tent of meeting outside the veil that is in front of the •testimony, Aaron and his sons are to tend the lamp from evening until morning before the Lord. This is to be a permanent statute for the Israelites throughout their generations.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - God's Sanctuary

				[image: Getz0099.png]

				#29 Since believers are God's New Testament temple, we should more and more reflect His holiness as we grow together in Jesus Christ.

				God revealed a detailed plan for building the tabernacle, including various pieces of furniture (25:1–27:21). God wanted an earthly place where He could dwell and reveal His presence, a sanctuary that would be transported as the children of Israel continued their journey to the promised land. Years later when Israel built a permanent temple, the holy place and the most holy place remained a central part. 

				This was to be a part of Israel's worship until the Messiah became the sacrificial lamb and a great high priest, making it possible for all true believers to enter into God's presence anywhere and at any moment. When Jesus died, the huge veil in the temple in Jerusalem separating the holy place from the most holy place was split down the middle. There was no longer any need for an earthly tabernacle. All true believers, both Jewish and Gentile, are God's living sanctuary: 

				So then you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with the saints, and members of God's household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the cornerstone. The whole building, being put together by Him, grows into a holy sanctuary in the Lord. You also are being built together for God's dwelling in the Spirit. (Eph 2:19-22)  (See Eph #5:Oneness in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can every local community of faith, which is God's living temple, reflect His holiness?  (See 1Kg #9:Spiritual Sacrifices.)

				

				

	

The Priestly Garments

				28 "Have your brother Aaron, with his sons, come to you from the Israelites to serve Me as priest — Aaron, his sons Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.2 Make holy garments for your brother Aaron, for glory and beauty. 3 You are to instruct all the skilled craftsmen,fd whom I have filled with a spirit of wisdom, to make Aaron's garments for consecrating him to serve Me as priest. 4 These are the garments that they must make: a breastpiece, an •ephod, a robe, a specially woven tunic,fe a turban, and a sash. They are to make holy garments for your brother Aaron and his sons so that they may serve Me as priests. 5 They should useff gold; blue, purple, and scarlet yarn; and fine linen.

				

	

The Ephod

				6 "They are to make the ephod of finely spun linen embroidered with gold, and with blue, purple, and scarlet yarn. 7 It must have two shoulder pieces attached to its two edges so that it can be joined together. 8 The artistically woven waistband that is on the ephodfg must be of one piece,fh according to the same workmanship of gold, of blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, and of finely spun linen.

				9 "Take two onyx stones and engrave on them the names of Israel's sons: 10 six of their names on the first stone and the remaining six names on the second stone, in the order of their birth. 11 Engrave the two stones with the names of Israel's sons as a gem cutter engraves a seal. Mount them, surrounded with gold filigree settings. 12 Fasten both stones on the shoulder pieces of the ephod as memorial stones for the Israelites. Aaron will carry their names on his two shoulders before the Lord as a reminder. 13 Fashion gold filigree settings 14 and two chains of pure gold; you will make them of braided cord work, and attach the cord chains to the settings.

				

	

The Breastpiece

				15 "You are to make an embroidered breastpiece for making decisions. Make it with the same workmanship as the ephod; make it of gold, of blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, and of finely spun linen. 16 It must be square and folded double, nine inches long and nine inches wide.fi 17 Place a setting of gemstones on it, four rows of stones:

				

				The first row should be

				a row of carnelian, topaz, and emerald;fj

				18 the second row,

				a turquoise,fk a sapphire,fl and a diamond;fm

				19 the third row,

				a jacinth,fn an agate, and an amethyst;

				20 and the fourth row,

				a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper.

				

				They should be adorned with gold filigree in their settings. 21 The 12 stones are to correspond to the names of Israel's sons. Each stone must be engraved like a seal, with one of the names of the 12 tribes.

				22 "You are to make braided chains of pure gold cord work for the breastpiece. 23 Fashion two gold rings for the breastpiece and attach them to its two corners. 24 Then attach the two gold cords to the two gold rings at the corners of the breastpiece. 25 Attach the other ends of the two cords to the two filigree settings, and in this way attach them to the ephod's shoulder pieces in the front. 26 Make two other gold rings and put them at the two other corners of the breastpiece on the edge that is next to the inner border of the ephod. 27 Make two more gold rings and attach them to the bottom of the ephod's two shoulder pieces on its front, close to its seam, and above the ephod's woven waistband. 28 The craftsmen are to tie the breastpiece from its rings to 
the rings of the ephod with a cord of blue yarn, so that the breastpiece is above the ephod's waistband and does not come loose from the ephod.

				29 "Whenever he enters the sanctuary, Aaron is to carry the names of Israel's sons over his heart on the breastpiece for decisions, as a continual reminder before the Lord. 30 Place the •Urim and Thummim in the breastpiece for decisions, so that they will also be over Aaron's heart whenever he comes before the Lord. Aaron will continually carry the means of decisions for the Israelites over his heart before the Lord.

				

	

The Robe

				31 "You are to make the robe of the ephod entirely of blue yarn. 32 There should be an opening at its top in the center of it. Around the opening, there should be a woven collar with an opening like that of body armorfo so that it does not tear. 33 Make pomegranates of blue, purple, and scarlet yarn fp on its lower hem and all around it. Put gold bells between them all the way around, 34 so that gold bells and pomegranates alternate around the lower hem of the robe. 35 The robe must be worn by Aaron whenever he ministers, and its sound will be heard when he enters the sanctuary before the Lord and when he exits, so that he does not die.

				

	

The Turban

				36 "You are to make a pure gold medallion and engrave it, like the engraving of a seal:

				

				HOLY TO THE LORD.

				37 Fasten it to a cord of blue yarn so it can be placed on the turban; the medallion is to be on the front of the turban. 38 It will be on Aaron's forehead so that Aaron may bear the •guilt connected with the holy offerings that the Israelites consecrate as all their holy gifts. It is always to be on his forehead, so that they may find acceptance with the Lord.

				

	

Other Priestly Garments

				39 "You are to weave the tunic from fine linen, make a turban of fine linen, and make an embroidered sash. 40 Make tunics, sashes, and headbands for Aaron's sons to give them glory and beauty.41 Put these on your brother Aaron and his sons; then anoint, ordain,fq and consecrate them, so that they may serve Me as priests. 42 Make them linen undergarments to cover their naked bodies; they must extend from the waistfr to the thighs. 43 These must be worn by Aaron and his sons whenever they enter the tent of meeting or approach the altar to minister in the sanctuary area, so that they do not incur guilt and die. This is to be a permanent statute for Aaron and for his future descendants.

				A Principle to Live By - Reflecting Jesus Christ
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				#30 As local churches, we are to reflect the beauty, glory, and holiness of the Lord Jesus Christ by manifesting the fruit of the Spirit in all of our relationships.

				God wanted Aaron and his sons to be properly dressed in order to lead the children of Israel in worship. Just as the tabernacle was to be constructed with the best elements that Israel could offer, so the priest's garments were to be beautifully designed. 

				However, external qualities do not create internal qualities, which is why Jesus directed some of His sharpest barbs at the religious leaders in Israel, the hypocritical scribes and Pharisees: 

				They do everything to be observed by others: They enlarge their phylacteries and lengthen their tassels. They love the place of honor at banquets, the front seats in the synagogues, greetings in the marketplaces, and to be called 'Rabbi' by people. (Mt 23:5-7; see also vv. 25-28.)  (See Mt #51:Exemplary Teaching.)

				Unfortunately, there are so-called church leaders today who attempt to emulate the Old Testament priestly clothing, assuming that impresses God. Tragically, some of these leaders over the years have been guilty of some of the worst kinds of sins and hypocrisy. When Jesus came, He both modeled servanthood with His own life and taught others to follow His example. And when the Holy Spirit came, He took up residence in all true believers' lives, making it possible to reflect Christ's true beauty and holiness, not by what we wear but by who we are: 

				But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith, gentleness, self-control. Against such things there is no law. (Gl 5:22-23)  (See Gl #10:Life in the Spirit.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why are so many churches that emphasize external qualities often lacking in internal qualities?

				

				

	

Instructions about Consecration

				29 "This is what you are to do for them to consecrate them to serve Me as priests. Take a young bull and two unblemished rams, 2 with unleavened bread, unleavened cakes mixed with oil, and unleavened wafers coated with oil. Make them out of fine wheat flour, 3 put them in a basket, and bring them in the basket, along with the bull and two rams. 4 Bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance to the tent of meeting and wash them with water. 5 Then take the garments and clothe Aaron with the tunic, the robe for the •ephod, the ephod itself, and the breastpiece; fasten the ephod on him with its woven waistband. 6 Put the turban on his head and place the holy diadem on the turban. 7 Take the anointing oil, pour it on his head, and anoint him. 8 You must also bring his sons and clothe them with tunics. 9 Tie the sashes on Aaron and his sons and fasten headbands on them. The priesthood is to be theirs by a permanent statute. This is the way you will ordain Aaron andfs his sons.

				10 "You are to bring the bull to the front of the tent of meeting, and Aaron and his sons must lay their hands on the bull's head. 11 Slaughter the bull before the Lord at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 12 Take some of the bull's blood and apply it to the horns of the altar with your finger; then pour out all the rest of the blood at the base of the altar. 13 Take all the fat that covers the entrails, the fatty lobe of the liver, and the two kidneys with the fat on them, and burn them on the altar. 14 But burn up the bull's flesh, its hide, and its dung outside the camp; it is a •sin offering.

				15 "Take one ram, and Aaron and his sons are to lay their hands on the ram's head. 16 You are to slaughter the ram, take its blood, and sprinkle it on all sides of the altar. 17 Cut the ram into pieces. Wash its entrails and shanks, and place them with its head and its pieces on the altar. 18 Then burn the whole ram on the altar; it is a •burnt offering to the Lord. It is a pleasing aroma, a fire offering to the Lord.

				19 "You are to take the second ram, and Aaron and his sons must lay their hands on the ram's head. 20 Slaughter the ram, take some of its blood, and put it on Aaron's right earlobe, on his sons' right earlobes, on the thumbs of their right hands, and on the big toes of their right feet. Sprinkle the remaining blood on all sides of the altar. 21 Take some of the blood that is on the altar and some of the anointing oil, and sprinkle them on Aaron and his garments, as well as on his sons and their garments. In this way, he and his garments will become holy, as well as his sons and their garments.

				22 "Take the fat from the ram, the fat tail, the fat covering the entrails, the fatty lobe of the liver, the two kidneys and the fat on them, and the right thigh (since this is a ram for ordination); 23 take one loaf of bread, one cake of bread made with oil, and one wafer from the basket of unleavened bread that is before the Lord; 24 and put all of them in the hands of Aaron and hisft sons and wave them as a presentation offering before the Lord. 25 Take them from their hands and burn them on the altar on top of the burnt offering, as a pleasing aroma before the Lord; it is a fire offering to the Lord.

				26 "Take the breast from the ram of Aaron's ordination and wave it as a presentation offering before the Lord; it is to be your portion. 27 Consecrate for Aaron and his sons the breast of the presentation offering that is waved and the thigh of the contribution that is lifted up from the ram of ordination. 28 This will belong to Aaron and his sons as a regular portion from the Israelites, for it is a contribution. It will be the Israelites' contribution from their •fellowship sacrifices, their contribution to the Lord.

				29 "The holy garments that belong to Aaron are to belong to his sons after him, so that they can be anointed and ordainedfu in them. 30 Any priest who is one of his sons and who succeeds him and enters the tent of meeting to minister in the sanctuary must wear them for seven days.

				31 "You are to take the ram of ordination and boil its flesh in a holy place. 32 Aaron and his sons are to eat the meat of the ram and the bread that is in the basket at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 33 They must eat those things by which •atonement was made at the time of their ordinationfv and consecration. An unauthorized person must not eat them, for these things are holy. 34 If any of the meat of ordination or any of the bread is left until morning, burn up what is left over. It must not be eaten because it is holy.

				35 "This is what you are to do for Aaron and his sons based on all I have commanded you. Take seven days to ordain them. 36 Sacrifice a bull as a sin offering each day for atonement. Purifyfw the altar when you make atonement for it, and anoint it in order to consecrate it.37 For seven days you must make atonement for the altar and consecrate it. The altar will become especially holy; whatever touches the altar will become holy.

				38 "This is what you are to offer regularly on the altar every day: two year-old lambs.39 In the morning offer one lamb, and at twilight offer the other lamb.40 With the first lamb offer two quartsfx of fine flour mixed with one quartfy of oil from crushed olives, and a •drink offering of one quartfz of wine. 41 You are to offer the second lamb at twilight. Offer a •grain offering and a drink offering with it, like the one in the morning, as a pleasing aroma, a fire offering to the Lord. 42 This will be a regular burnt offering throughout your generations at the entrance to the tent of meeting before the Lord, where I will meet you to speak with you.43 I will also meet with the Israelites there, and that place will be consecrated by My glory.44 I will consecrate the tent of meeting and the altar; I will also consecrate Aaron and his sons to serve Me as priests. 45 I will dwell among the Israelites and be their God.46 And they will know that I am •Yahweh their God, who brought them out of the land of Egypt, so that I might dwell among them. I am Yahweh their God.

				A Principle to Live By - Set Apart for God

				#31 Spiritual leaders are to be models of Christlike maturity but should not be considered separate from other members of the body of Jesus Christ. 

				[image: Getz0101.png]

				The term"consecrate" involves setting priests apart as holy and distinct from the rest of the people. However, when Jesus Christ came, He introduced us to a whole new concept. Though leaders in the church are certainly to model godliness and holiness, all true believers are set apart for God's service. And though God holds leaders in the church to a higher standard, the leadership qualities outlined by Paul are in essence a maturity profile for all believers, whether official leaders or not (1Tm 3:1-13; Ti 1:5-9). We are 
all to grow together"until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of God's Son, growing into a mature man with a stature measured by Christ's fullness" (Eph 4:13).  
(See Eph #9:Building Up One Another.)

				This does not mean the church is to function without leaders. However, those who shepherd and manage the church are part of the church. Though leaders are to be honored and respected, all believers in the body of Christ are members of one another. Furthermore, all believers have access to God equally. There is only one high priest—Jesus Christ Himself. As Paul wrote to Timothy, 

				For there is one God and one mediator between God and humanity, Christ Jesus, Himself human, who gave Himself—a ransom for all, a testimony at the proper time. (1Tm 2:5-6)

				Reflection and Response

				What often happens in churches where there is a strong emphasis on setting spiritual leaders (the clergy) apart from the rest of the congregation (the laity)?

				

				

	

The Incense Altar

				30 "You are to make an altar for the burning of incense; make it of acacia wood. 2 It must be square, 18 inches long and 18 inches wide;ga it must be 36 inches high.gb Its horns must be of one piece.gc 3 Overlay its top, all around its sides, and its horns with pure gold; make a gold molding all around it. 4 Make two gold rings for it under the molding on two of its sides; put these on opposite sides of it to be holders for the poles to carry it with. 5 Make the poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold.

				6 "You are to place the altar in front of the veil by the ark of the •testimony — in front of the •mercy seat that is over the testimony — where I will meet with you. 7 Aaron must burn fragrant incense on it; he must burn it every morning when he tends the lamps. 8 When Aaron sets up the lamps at twilight, he must burn incense. There is to be an incense offering before the Lord throughout your generations. 9 You must not offer unauthorized incense on it, or a •burnt or •grain offering; you are not to pour a •drink offering on it.

				10 "Once a year Aaron is to perform the purification ritegd on the horns of the altar. Throughout your generations he is to perform the purification ritege forgf it once a year, with the blood of the •sin offering for •atonement. The altar is especially holy to the Lord."

				

	

The Atonement Money

				11 The Lord spoke to Moses: 12 "When you take a census of the Israelites to register them, each of the men must pay a ransom for himself to the Lord as they are registered. Then no plague will come on them as they are registered. 13 Everyone who is registered must pay half a •shekel according to the sanctuary shekel (20 gerahs to the shekel). This half shekel is a contribution to the Lord. 14 Each man who is registered, 20 years old or more, must give this contribution to the Lord. 15 The wealthy may not give more and the poor may not give less than half a shekel when giving the contribution to the Lord to atone forgg your lives. 16 Take the atonement moneygh from the Israelites and use it for the service of the tent of meeting. It will serve as a reminder for the Israelites before the Lord to atone forgi your lives."

				

	

The Bronze Basin

				17 The Lord spoke to Moses: 18 "Make a bronze basin for washing and a bronze stand for it. Set it between the tent of meeting and the altar, and put water in it. 19 Aaron and his sons must wash their hands and feet from the basin. 20 Whenever they enter the tent of meeting or approach the altar to minister by burning up an offering to the Lord, they must wash with water so that they will not die. 21 They must wash their hands and feet so that they will not die; this is to be a permanent statute for them, for Aaron and his descendants throughout their generations."

				

	

The Anointing Oil

				22 The Lord spoke to Moses: 23 "Take for yourself the finest spices: 12 1/2 poundsgj of liquid myrrh, half as much (6 1/4 poundsgk) of fragrant cinnamon, 6 1/4 poundsgl of fragrant cane, 24 12 1/2 poundsgm of cassia (by the sanctuary shekel), and one gallongn of olive oil. 25 Prepare from these a holy anointing oil, a scented blend, the work of a perfumer; it will be holy anointing oil.

				26 "With it you are to anoint the tent of meeting, the ark of the testimony, 27 the table with all its utensils, the lampstand with its utensils, the altar of incense, 28 the altar of burnt offering with all its utensils, and the basin with its stand. 29 Consecrate them and they will be especially holy. Whatever touches them will be consecrated. 30 Anoint Aaron and his sons and consecrate them to serve Me as priests.

				31 "Tell the Israelites: This will be My holy anointing oil throughout your generations. 32 It must not be used for ordinary anointing on a person's body, and you must not make anything like it using its formula. It is holy, and it must be holy to you. 33 Anyone who blends something like it or puts some of it on an unauthorized person must be cut off from his people."

				

	

The Sacred Incense

				34 The Lord said to Moses:"Take fragrant spices: stacte, onycha, and galbanum; the spices and pure frankincense are to be in equal measures. 35 Prepare expertly blended incense from these; it is to be seasoned with salt, pure and holy. 36 Grind some of it into a fine powder and put some in front of the testimony in the tent of meeting, where I will meet with you. It must be especially holy to you. 37 As for the incense you are making, you must not make any for yourselves using its formula. It is to be regarded by you as sacred to the Lord. 38 Anyone who makes something like it to smell its fragrance must be cut off from his people."

				

	

God's Provision of the Skilled Workers

				31 The Lord also spoke to Moses: 2 "Look, I have appointed by name Bezalel son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. 3 I have filled him with God's Spirit, with wisdom, understanding, and ability in every craft 4 to design artistic works in gold, silver, and bronze, 5 to cut gemstones for mounting, and to carve wood for work in every craft. 6 I have also selected Oholiab go son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, to be with him. I have placed wisdom within every skilled craftsmangp in order to make all that I have commanded you: 7 the tent of meeting, the ark of the •testimony, the •mercy seat that is on top of it, and all the other furnishings of the tent — 8 the table with its utensils, the pure gold lampstand with all its utensils, the altar of incense, 9 the altar of •burnt offering with all its utensils, the basin with its stand — 10 the specially wovengq garments, both the holy garments for Aaron the priest and the garments for his sons to serve as priests, 11 the anointing oil, and the fragrant incense for the sanctuary. They must make them according to all that I have commanded you."

				

	

Observing the Sabbath

				12 The Lord said to Moses: 13 "Tell the Israelites: You must observe My Sabbaths, for it is a sign between Me and you throughout your generations, so that you will know that I am •Yahweh who sets you apart. 14 Observe the Sabbath, for it is holy to you. Whoever profanes it must be put to death. If anyone does work on it, that person must be cut off from his people. 15 Work may be done for six days, but on the seventh day there must be a Sabbath of complete rest, dedicated to the Lord. Anyone who does work on the Sabbath day must be put to death. 16 The Israelites must observe the Sabbath, celebrating it throughout their generations as a perpetual covenant. 17 It is a sign forever between Me and the Israelites, for in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, but on the seventh day He rested and was refreshed."

				

	

The Two Stone Tablets

				18 When He finished speaking with Moses on Mount Sinai, He gave him the two tablets of the testimony, stone tablets inscribed by the finger of God.

				

	

The Gold Calf

				32 When the people saw that Moses delayed in coming down from the mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said to him,"Come, make us a godgr who will go before us because this Moses, the man who brought us up from the land of Egypt — we don't know what has happened to him!"

				2 Then Aaron replied to them,"Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters and bring them to me." 3 So all the people took off the gold rings that were on their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4 He took the gold from their hands, fashioned it with an engraving tool, and made it into an image of a calf.

				Then they said,"Israel, this is your God,gs who brought you up from the land of Egypt!"

				5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; then he made an announcement:"There will be a festival to the Lord tomorrow." 6 Early the next morning they arose, offered •burnt offerings, and presented •fellowship offerings. The people sat down to eat and drink, then got up to play.

				A Principle to Live By - The Sin of Idolatry

				[image: Getz0102.png]

				#32 We must constantly be on guard against idolatrous attitudes and actions. 

				When the children of Israel convinced Aaron to fashion a golden calf, it was a graphic example of blatant idolatry. In context, it is quite astonishing. God had miraculously delivered His people from Egyptian bondage. He had provided for their material needs as they traveled to Mount Sinai. And then, while they camped in the very presence of God's awesome power and holiness, they violated the first two commandments by creating and worshiping a golden calf! They regressed to their previous idolatrous and immoral lifestyle in Egypt.  (See Gn #29:Spiritual Regression.)

				In our lives today, we must be aware that anything that comes before God becomes an idol. One of the most prominent forms of idolatry among followers of Christ, from the first century to this day, is how we view and use our material possessions. Jesus warned against this sin:

				No one can be a slave of two masters, since either he will hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot be slaves of God and of money. (Mt 6:24; see also 1Tm 6:9-10.)  (See 1Tm #14:Materialistic Motivation.)

				Reflection and Response

				What other forms of idolatry captivate many people today—even professing Christians?

				

				7 The Lord spoke to Moses:"Go down at once! For your people you brought up from the land of Egypt have acted corruptly. 8 They have quickly turned from the way I commanded them; they have made for themselves an image of a calf. They have bowed down to it, sacrificed to it, and said, 'Israel, this is your God,gt who brought you up from the land of Egypt.'" 9 The Lord also said to Moses:"I have seen this people, and they are indeed a stiff-necked people. 10 Now leave Me alone, so that My anger can burn against them and I can destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation."

				11 But Moses interceded with the Lord his God:"Lord, why does Your anger burn against Your people You brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and a strong hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, 'He brought them out with an evil intent to kill them in the mountains and wipe them off the face of the earth'? Turn from Your great anger and relent concerning this disaster planned for Your people. 13 Remember Your servants Abraham, Isaac, and Israel — You swore to them by Your very self and declared, 'I will make your •offspring as numerous as the stars of the sky and will give your offspring all this land that I have promised, and they will inherit it forever.'" 14 So the Lord relented concerning the disaster He said He would bring on His people.

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Supernatural Compassion
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				#33 To demonstrate God's eternal love and compassion, we must be empowered by the Holy Spirit to reflect the fruit of the Spirit.  (See Gl #10:Life in the Spirit.)

				When many in Israel bowed down to a golden calf, God ran out of patience. The Lord was ready to start over and fulfill His promises to Abraham through Moses. 

				What a temptation this would be for Moses—an opportunity to become the center of human history and to be free from the responsibility to lead this rebellious mass of humanity. However, Moses immediately interceded for the children of Israel, reminding God of His original purpose in bringing them out of Egyptian bondage. How a mere human being can change God's mind is a mystery, but that is just what Moses did through this direct and open communication with the Lord. 

				Apart from God's supernatural power and grace, no one can love as Moses loved at that moment. In fact, Moses was willing to be separated from God eternally, if indeed God would not forgive them (v. 32). 

				In actuality, God has never asked anyone to pay that price! He would turn down any suggestion of such an arrangement. However, the fact that both Moses in the Old Testament and Paul in the New Testament (See Rm 9:1-5) were willing to be cursed for the sake of their people demonstrates supernatural grace. It's impossible to love this way apart from God's eternal presence and power in our lives.  (See Rm #17:A Compassionate Heart.)

				However, there is a love that God asks us to demonstrate toward our fellow Christians. It is not eternal separation from God, but it does involve a willingness to give our physical lives. John explained it in his first Epistle: 

				This is how we have come to know love: He laid down His life for us. We should also lay down our lives for our brothers. (1Jn 3:16)  (See 1Jn #10:Loving as Christ Loved.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the occasions in your life experiences where you have had the most difficulty loving others as Christ has loved you?

				

				15 Then Moses turned and went down the mountain with the two tablets of the •testimony in his hands. They were inscribed on both sides — inscribed front and back. 16 The tablets were the work of God, and the writing was God's writing, engraved on the tablets.

				17 When Joshua heard the sound of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses,"There is a sound of war in the camp."

				18 But Moses replied:

				

				It's not the sound of a victory cry

				and not the sound of a cry of defeat;

				I hear the sound of singing!

				

				19 As he approached the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, Moses became enraged and threw the tablets out of his hands, smashing them at the base of the mountain. 20 Then he took the calf they had made, burned it up, and ground it to powder. He scattered the powder over the surface of the water and forced the Israelites to drink the water.

				21 Then Moses asked Aaron,"What did these people do to you that you have led them into such a grave sin?"

				22 "Don't be enraged, my lord," Aaron replied."You yourself know that the people are intent on evil.23 They said to me, 'Make us a godgu who will go before us because this Moses, the man who brought us up from the land of Egypt — we don't know what has happened to him! ' 24 So I said to them, 'Whoever has gold, take it off,' and they gave it to me. When I threw it into the fire, out came this calf!"

				A Principle to Live By - Human Rationalization
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				#34 We should not rationalize our sinful behavior or avoid taking responsibility for our actions.

				Aaron's reaction to Moses' confrontation would be humorous if it were not so tragic! He rationalized his behavior and blamed the people—a classic example of our tendency to resort to self-deception and dishonesty. What an incredible example of a man guilty of flagrant idolatry! The truth is, Aaron purposely and willingly cooperated with Israel's request to construct this false god, so he was just as guilty as they were.  (See Gn #5:Avoiding Rationalization.)

				Paul warned against this kind of deception: 

				Let no one deceive you with empty arguments, for God's wrath is coming on the disobedient because of these things. Therefore, do not become their partners. For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light—for the fruit of the light results in all goodness, righteousness, and truth—discerning what is pleasing to the Lord. Don't participate in the fruitless works of darkness, but instead expose them. (Eph 5:6-11)  (See Eph #12:Walking in the Light.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways do Christians rationalize sinful behavior today and often blame others for what they have done?

				

				25 Moses saw that the people were out of control, for Aaron had let them get out of control, resulting in weakness before their enemies.gv 26 And Moses stood at the camp's entrance and said,"Whoever is for the Lord, come to me." And all the Levites gathered around him. 27 He told them,"This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says, 'Every man fasten his sword to his side; go back and forth through the camp from entrance to entrance, and each of you kill his brother, his friend, and his neighbor.'" 28 The Levites did as Moses commanded, and about 3,000 men fell dead that day among the people. 29 Afterward Moses said,"Today you have been dedicated gw to the Lord, since each man went against his son and his brother. Therefore you have brought a blessing on yourselves today."

				30 The following day Moses said to the people,"You have committed a grave sin. Now I will go up to the Lord; perhaps I will be able to atone for your sin."

				31 So Moses returned to the Lord and said,"Oh, these people have committed a grave sin; they have made a god of gold for themselves. 32 Now if You would only forgive their sin. But if not, please erase me from the book You have written."

				33 The Lord replied to Moses:"I will erase whoever has sinned against Me from My book. 34 Now go, lead the people to the place I told you about; see, My angel will go before you. But on the day I settle accounts, I will hold them accountable for their sin." 35 And the Lord inflicted a plague on the people for what they did with the calf Aaron had made.

				

	

The Tent Outside the Camp

				33 The Lord spoke to Moses:"Go, leave here, you and the people you brought up from the land of Egypt, to the land I promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying: I will give it to your •offspring. 2 I will send an angel ahead of you and will drive out the Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, gx Hivites, and Jebusites. 3 Go up to a land flowing with milk and honey. But I will not go with you because you are a stiff-necked people; otherwise, I might destroy you on the way." 4 When the people heard this bad news, they mourned and didn't put on their jewelry.

				5 For the Lord said to Moses:"Tell the Israelites: You are a stiff-necked people. If I went with you for a single moment, I would destroy you. Now take off your jewelry, and I will decide what to do with you." 6 So the Israelites remained stripped of their jewelry from Mount Horeb onward.

				7 Now Moses took a tent and set it up outside the camp, far away from the camp; he called it the tent of meeting. Anyone who wanted to consult the Lord would go to the tent of meeting that was outside the camp. 8 Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people would stand up, each one at the door of his tent, and they would watch Moses until he entered the tent. 9 When Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and remain at the entrance to the tent, and the Lord would speak with Moses. 10 As all the people saw the pillar of cloud remaining at the entrance to the tent, they would stand up, then bow in worship, each one at the door of his tent. 11 The Lord spoke with Moses face to face, just as a man speaks with his friend. Then Moses would return to the camp, but his assistant, the young man Joshua son of Nun, would not leave the inside of the tent.

				

	

The Lord's Glory

				12 Moses said to the Lord,"Look, You have told me, 'Lead this people up,' but You have not let me know whom You will send with me. You said, 'I know you by name, and you have also found favor in My sight.' 13 Now if I have indeed found favor in Your sight, please teach me Your ways, and I will know You and find favor in Your sight. Now consider that this nation is Your people."

				14 Then He replied,"My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest."

				15 "If Your presence does not go," Moses responded to Him,"don't make us go up from here. 16 How will it be known that I and Your people have found favor in Your sight unless You go with us? I and Your people will be distinguished by this from all the other people on the face of the earth."

				17 The Lord answered Moses,"I will do this very thing you have asked, for you have found favor in My sight, and I know you by name."

				18 Then Moses said,"Please, let me see Your glory."

				19 He said,"I will cause all My goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim the name •Yahweh before you. I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion."20 But He answered,"You cannot see My face, for no one can see Me and live." 21 The Lord said,"Here is a place near Me. You are to stand on the rock, 22 and when My glory passes by, I will put you in the crevice of the rock and cover you with My hand until I have passed by.23 Then I will take My hand away, and you will see My back, but My face will not be seen."

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Intercessory Prayer
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				#35 Because of the mediating ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ, we are to approach God anytime and anywhere to share our deepest concerns.

				Because of Moses' prayers on Israel's behalf, the Lord decided not to destroy them completely. Nevertheless, the Lord told Moses He would withdraw His presence and not go with the children of Israel as they continued their journey to the promised land (v. 3). However, Moses continued to plead with God on behalf of Israel, and once again God listened to His servant (vv. 12-17). 

				Today, many of us don't fully appreciate how accessible God is to all of us who know the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior. This point is found throughout the book of Hebrews. For example: 

				Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens—Jesus the Son of God . . . let us approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us at the proper time. (Heb 4:14,16)  (See Heb #8:Our Great High Priest.)

				Because of Christ's perfect sacrifice, we can come into God's presence anytime and openly and honestly pour out our concerns, just like Moses did. We need not go to a special place, although we are commanded to gather together with fellow believers on a regular basis (Heb 10:24-25). We need not wear special clothes or use certain words. We need not purify ourselves with certain rituals. And our style of communication is not important either, for God understands simple sentences and complex sentences, big words and little words, as well as all languages. In fact, He understands even when we don't use words at all. Paul reminds us that"we do not know what to pray for as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with unspoken groanings" (Rm 8:26).  (See Rm #15:Divine Prayer.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do so many professing Christians believe that we need a human priest or minister to represent us before God?

				

				

	

New Stone Tablets

				34 The Lord said to Moses,"Cut two stone tablets like the first ones, and I will write on them the words that were on the first tablets, which you broke. 2 Be prepared by morning. Come up Mount Sinai in the morning and stand before Me on the mountaintop. 3 No one may go up with you; in fact, no one must be seen anywhere on the mountain. Even the flocks and herds are not to graze in front of that mountain."

				4 Moses cut two stone tablets like the first ones. He got up early in the morning, and taking the two stone tablets in his hand, he climbed Mount Sinai, just as the Lord had commanded him.

				5 The Lord came down in a cloud, stood with him there, and proclaimed His name •Yahweh. 6 Then the Lord passed in front of him and proclaimed:

				

				Yahweh — Yahweh is a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger and rich in faithful love and truth, 7 maintaining faithful love to a thousand generations, forgiving wrongdoing, rebellion, and sin. But He will not leave the •guilty unpunished, bringing the consequences of the fathers' wrongdoing on the children and grandchildren to the third and fourth generation.

				

				8 Moses immediately bowed down to the ground and worshiped. 9 Then he said,"My Lord, if I have indeed found favor in Your sight, my Lord, please go with us. Even though this is a stiff-necked people, forgive our wrongdoing and sin, and accept us as Your own possession."   (See Mc #2:Parental Sins.)

				

	

Covenant Obligations

				10 And the Lord responded:"Look, I am making a covenant. I will perform wonders in the presence of all your peoplegy that have never been donegz in all the earth or in any nation. All the people you live among will see the Lord's work, for what I am doing with you is awe-inspiring. 11 Observe what I command you today. I am going to drive out before you the Amorites, Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, ha and Jebusites. 12 Be careful not to make a treaty with the inhabitants of the land that you are going to enter; otherwise, they will become a snare among you. 13 Instead, you must tear down their altars, smash their sacred pillars, and chop down their •Asherah poles. 14 You are never to bow down to another god because Yahweh, being jealous by nature,hb is a jealous God.

				15 "Do not make a treaty with the inhabitants of the land, or else when they prostitute themselves with their gods and sacrifice to their gods, they will invite you, and you will eat their sacrifices. 16 Then you will take some of their daughters as brides for your sons. Their daughters will prostitute themselves with their gods and cause your sons to prostitute themselves with their gods.   (See Mal #3:Marital Faithfulness.)

				17 "Do not make cast images of gods for yourselves.

				18 "Observe the Festival of •Unleavened Bread. You are to eat unleavened bread for seven days at the appointed time in the month of Abib as I commanded you. For you came out of Egypt in the month of Abib.

				19 "The firstborn male from every womb belongs to Me, including all your male hc, hd livestock, the firstborn of cattle or sheep. 20 You must redeem the firstborn of a donkey with a sheep, but if you do not redeem it, break its neck. You must redeem all the firstborn of your sons. No one is to appear before Me empty-handed.

				21 "You are to labor six days but you must rest on the seventh day; you must even rest during plowing and harvesting times.

				22 "Observe the Festival of Weeks with the •firstfruits of the wheat harvest, and the Festival of Ingathering at the turn of the agricultural year. 23 Three times a year all your males are to appear before the Lord God, the God of Israel. 24 For I will drive out nations before you and enlarge your territory. No one will covet your land when you go up three times a year to appear before the Lord your God.

				25 "Do not presenthe the blood for My sacrifice with anything leavened. The sacrifice of the •Passover Festival must not remain until morning.

				26 "Bring the best firstfruits of your land to the house of the Lord your God.

				"You must not boil a young goat in its mother's milk."

				27 The Lord also said to Moses,"Write down these words, for I have made a covenant with you and with Israel based on these words."

				28 Moses was there with the Lord 40 days and 40 nights; he did not eat bread or drink water. He wrote the Ten Commandments, the words of the covenant, on the tablets.

				

	

Moses' Radiant Face

				29 As Moses descended from Mount Sinai — with the two tablets of the •testimony in his hands as he descended the mountain — he did not realize that the skin of his face shone as a result of his speaking with the Lord.hf30 When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face shone! They were afraid to come near him. 31 But Moses called out to them, so Aaron and all the leaders of the community returned to him, and Moses spoke to them. 32 Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he commanded them to do everything the Lord had told him on Mount Sinai. 33 When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil over his face. 34 But whenever Moses went before the Lord to speak with Him, he would remove the veil until he came out. After he came out, he would tell the Israelites what he had been commanded,35 and the Israelites would see that Moses' facehg was radiant. Then Moses would put the veil over his face again until he went to speak with the Lord.

				A Principle to Live By - Reflecting God's Glory
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				#36 It's God's will that we should more and more reflect His glory and holiness to the watching world.

				During the second 40 days and 40 nights, Moses observed more directly who God is. When he came down from the mountain, his face reflected the glory of God, and the children of Israel were awestruck (vv. 29-30). Moses used this manifestation to communicate with Israel. When he would go into God's presence, God's glory flooded his soul and was reflected in his face. He would then go out to speak to the people, knowing they would realize that God was speaking through him. 

				The apostle Paul mentioned Moses' second 40-day experience on Mount Sinai in his letter to the Corinthians. He told them they were"Christ's letter . . . not written with ink but with the Spirit of the living God—not on stone tablets but on tablets that are hearts of flesh" (2Co 3:3). Paul was teaching that a New Testament body of believers should reflect God's glory, just as Moses reflected God's glory when he received the Ten Commandments—and even more so. Paul contrasted the old and the new covenants (2Co 3:7-9,11): 

				

				
					
						
								
								Old Covenant

							
								
								New Covenant

							
						

						
								
								Now if the ministry of death, chiseled in letters on stones, came with glory, so that the Israelites were not able to look directly at Moses' face because of the glory from his face—a fading glory— 

							
								
								how will the ministry of the Spirit not be more glorious? 

								

							
						

						
								
								For if the ministry of condemnation had glory, 

							
								
								the ministry of righteousness overflows with even more glory.

							
						

						
								
								For if what was fading away was glorious, 

							
								
								what endures will be even more glorious.

							
						

					
				

				

				Paul concluded this great section of Scripture with a challenge for all Christians: 

				We all, with unveiled faces, are looking as in a mirror at the glory of the Lord and are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory; this is from the Lord who is the Spirit. (2Co 3:18) 

				As a body of believers in Jesus Christ, we should never veil our faces like Moses. The light of Jesus Christ should shine through our lives every moment of every day. His glory must never fade. The more we develop our relationship with Christ, the more we should reflect who Christ is. The more we study the Scriptures, the more we should reflect His image. And the more we allow the Word of God and the Spirit of God to change our lives, the more we will be transformed into the men and women God wants us to become, and the more we will be His witnesses before a watching world!  (See 2Co #6:Living Letters.)

				Reflection and Response

				When we think about our own local churches, how could all of us together be more effective in reflecting God's glory?

				

				

	

The Sabbath Command

				35 Moses assembled the entire Israelite community and said to them,"These are the things that the Lord has commanded you to do: 2 For six days work is to be done, but on the seventh day you are to have a holy day, a Sabbath of complete rest to the Lord. Anyone who does work on it must be executed. 3 Do not light a fire in any of your homes on the Sabbath day."

				

	

Building the Tabernacle

				4 Then Moses said to the entire Israelite community,"This is what the Lord has commanded: 5 Take up an offering among you for the Lord. Let everyone whose heart is willing bring this as the Lord's offering: gold, silver, and bronze; 6 blue, purple, and scarlet yarn; fine linen and goat hair; 7 ram skins dyed red and manatee skins;hh acacia wood; 8 oil for the light; spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense; 9 and onyx with gemstones to mount on the •ephod and breastpiece.

				10 "Let all the skilled craftsmenhi among you come and make everything that the Lord has commanded: 11 the tabernacle — its tent and covering, its clasps and planks, its crossbars, its posts and bases; 12 the ark with its poles, the •mercy seat, and the veil for the screen; 13 the table with its poles, all its utensils, and the •bread of the Presence; 14 the lampstand for light with its utensils and lamps as well as the oil for the light; 15 the altar of incense with its poles; the anointing oil and the fragrant incense; the entryway screen for the entrance to the tabernacle; 16 the altar of •burnt offering with its bronze grate, its poles, and all its utensils; the basin with its stand; 17 the hangings of the courtyard, its posts and bases, and the screen for the gate of the courtyard; 18 the tent pegs for the tabernacle and the tent pegs for the courtyard, along with their ropes; 19 and the specially wovenhj garments for ministering in the sanctuary — the holy garments for Aaron the priest and the garments for his sons to serve as priests."

				20 Then the entire Israelite community left Moses' presence. 21 Everyone whose heart was moved and whose spirit prompted him came and brought an offering to the Lord for the work on the tent of meeting, for all its services, and for the holy garments.22 Both men and women came; all who had willing hearts brought brooches, earrings, rings, necklaces, and all kinds of gold jewelry — everyone who waved a presentation offering of gold to the Lord. 23 Everyone who had in his possession blue, purple, or scarlet yarn, fine linen or goat hair, ram skins dyed red or manatee skins,hk brought them. 24 Everyone making an offering of silver or bronze brought it as a contribution to the Lord. Everyone who possessed acacia wood useful for any task in the work brought it. 25 Every skilledhl woman spun yarn with her hands and brought it: blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, and fine linen. 26 And all the women whose hearts were moved spun the goat hair by virtue of their skill. 27 The leaders brought onyx and gemstones to mount on the ephod and breastpiece, 28 as well as the spice and oil for the light, for the anointing oil, and for the fragrant incense. 29 So the Israelites brought a freewill offering to the Lord, all the men and women whose hearts prompted them to bring something for all the work that the Lord, through Moses, had commanded to be done.

				A Principle to Live By - Grace and Generosity
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				#37 As we understand and experience God's grace, we should be motivated to be generous with our material possessions in order to build His eternal kingdom.

				Subsequent to being severely judged for the golden calf incident, the children of Israel went through a time of repentance. They responded to God's message through Moses. This new relationship with God also made them so generous that they brought more gifts than were needed to complete the construction of the tabernacle. 

				Today, how much more should we respond to God's grace when it comes to sharing our material possessions, no matter what the need in building God's kingdom. Listen to the words of the apostle Paul: 

				Remember this: The person who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the person who sows generously will also reap generously. Each person should do as he has decided in his heart—not reluctantly or out of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make every grace overflow to you, so that in every way, always having everything you need, you may excel in every good work. (2Co 9:6-8)

				Paul concluded this section by stating what should motivate all Christians to share their material possessions. He wrote,"Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift" (2Co 9:15). The gift, of course, is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself who gave His life that we might have eternal life.  (See 2Co #12:Models of Generosity; 2Co #16: Guidelines for Generosity.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why are so many Christians failing to give generously to God's work?

				

				

	

Bezalel and Oholiab

				30 Moses then said to the Israelites:"Look, the Lord has appointed by name Bezalel son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. 31 He has filled him with God's Spirit, with wisdom, understanding, and ability in every kind of craft 32 to design artistic works in gold, silver, and bronze, 33 to cut gemstones for mounting, and to carve wood for work in every kind of artistic craft. 34 He has also given both him and Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, the ability to teach others. 35 He has filled them with skillhm to do all the work of a gem cutter; a designer; an embroiderer in blue, purple, and scarlet yarn and fine linen; and a weaver. They can do every kind of craft and design artistic designs.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Gifts of the Holy Spirit

				[image: Getz0108.png]

				#38 As members of God's spiritual family, we are to use our talents and abilities to build up one another and become a living sanctuary.

				When God unveiled His plan for the tabernacle, He also unveiled another plan: special gifts of the Holy Spirit given to certain individuals to build this sanctuary. Some were given knowledge and skills they had never learned (vv. 31-33), and some were given the ability to communicate that knowledge clearly to others (v. 34). 

				When God launched the church, a sanctuary consisting of people, He gifted certain individuals by the Holy Spirit to build it. The most basic terms used to describe them are"first apostles, second prophets, third teachers" (1Co 12:28). Jesus began this process with the apostles, just as God began building the tabernacle with Moses. Before He returned to heaven, He promised them that He would send the Holy Spirit to continue what He had begun with them: 

				I have spoken these things to you while I remain with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit—the Father will send Him in My name—will teach you all things and remind you of everything I have told you. (Jn 14:25-26; see also 16:12-13.)  (See Jn #29:The Spirit of Truth.)

				We see this plan unfolding when the church was born at Pentecost. The Holy Spirit descended on the apostles, giving them not only knowledge they hadn't learned but also language gifts—the ability to communicate this knowledge with people from different regions in the Roman Empire (Ac 2:1-8). 

				Just as God gifted Bezalel and Oholiab by the Holy Spirit with distinct skills to build the earthly tabernacle and with the ability to teach others to do the same, so in the New Testament God gifted the apostles and others by His Spirit to build a living sanctuary—a body of people who could minister to one another. Paul described this plan, explaining that God gifted some to equip all of us for ministry: 

				And He personally gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, for the training of the saints in the work of ministry, to build up the body of Christ, until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of God's Son, growing into a mature man with a stature measured by Christ's fullness. . . . From Him the whole body, fitted and knit together by every supporting ligament, promotes the growth of the body for building up itself in love by the proper working of each individual part. (Eph 4:11-13,16)  (See Eph #9:Building Up One Another.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul's emphasis on love help true believers avoid confusion regarding spiritual gifts in the church today?  (See 1Co #26:The Way of Love; 1Co #27: Reflections of Love; 1Co #28: Measuring Corporate Maturity.)

				

				36  1 Bezalel, Oholiab, and all the skilledhn people are to work based on everything the Lord has commanded. The Lord has given them wisdom and understanding to know how to do all the work of constructing the sanctuary."

				2 So Moses summoned Bezalel, Oholiab, and every skilledho person in whose heart the Lord had placed wisdom, everyone whose heart moved him, to come to the work and do it. 3 They took from Moses' presence all the contributions that the Israelites had brought for the task of making the sanctuary. Meanwhile, the people continued to bring freewill offerings morning after morning.

				4 Then all the craftsmen who were doing all the work for the sanctuary came one by one from the work they were doing 5 and said to Moses,"The people are bringing more than is needed for the construction of the work the Lord commanded to be done."

				6 After Moses gave an order, they sent a proclamation throughout the camp:"Let no man or woman make anything else as an offering for the sanctuary." So the people stopped. 7 The materials were sufficient for them to do all the work. There was more than enough.  (Review Ex #37: Grace and Generosity)

				

	

Building the Tabernacle

				8 All the skilled craftsmenhp among those doing the work made the tabernacle with 10 curtains. Bezalel made them of finely spun linen, as well as blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, with a design of •cherubim worked into them. 9 The length of each curtain was 42 feet,hq and the width of each curtain six feet;hr all the curtains had the same measurements. 10 He joined five of the curtains to each other, and the other five curtains he joined to each other. 11 He made loops of blue yarn on the edge of the last curtain in the first set and did the same on the edge of the outermost curtain in the second set. 12 He made 50 loops on the one curtain and 50 loops on the edge of the curtain in the second set, so that the loops lined up with each other. 13 He also made 50 gold clasps and joined the curtains to each other, so that the tabernacle became a single unit.

				14 He made curtains of goat hair for a tent over the tabernacle; he made 11 of them. 15 The length of each curtain was 45 feet,hs and the width of each curtain six feet.ht All 11 curtains had the same measurements. 16 He joined five of the curtains together, and the other six together. 17 He made 50 loops on the edge of the outermost curtain in the first set and 50 loops on the edge of the corresponding curtain in the second set. 18 He made 50 bronze clasps to join the tent together as a single unit. 19 He also made a covering for the tent from ram skins dyed red and a covering of manatee skinshu on top of it.

				20 He made upright plankshv of acacia wood for the tabernacle. 21 The length of each plank was 15 feet,hw and the width of each was 27 inches.hx 22 There were two tenons connected to each other for each plank. He did the same for all the planks of the tabernacle. 23 He made planks for the tabernacle as follows: 20 for the south side, 24 and he made 40 silver bases to put under the 20 planks, two bases under the first plank for its two tenons, and two bases under each of the following planks for their two tenons; 25 for the second side of the tabernacle, the north side, he made 20 planks, 26 with their 40 silver bases, two bases under the first plank and two bases under each of the following ones; 27 and for the west side of the tabernacle he made six planks. 28 He also made two additional planks for the two back corners of the tabernacle. 29 They were paired at the bottom and joined togetherhy at thehz top in a single ring. This is what he did with both of them for the two corners. 30 So there were eight planks with their 16 silver bases, two bases under each one.

				31 He made five crossbars of acacia wood for the planks on one side of the tabernacle, 32 five crossbars for the planks on the other side of the tabernacle, and five crossbars for those at the back of the tabernacle on the west. 33 He made the central crossbar run through the middle of the planks from one end to the other. 34 He overlaid them with gold and made their rings out of gold as holders for the crossbars. He also overlaid the crossbars with gold.

				35 Then he made the veil with blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, and finely spun linen. He made it with a design of cherubim worked into it. 36 He made four posts of acacia wood for it and overlaid them with gold; their hooks were of gold. And he cast four silver bases for the posts.

				37 He made a screen embroidered with blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, and finely spun linen for the entrance to the tent, 38 together with its five posts and their hooks. He overlaid the tops of the posts and their bands with gold, but their five bases were bronze.

				

	

Making the Ark

				37 Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood, 45 inches long, 27 inches wide, and 27 inches high.ia 2 He overlaid it with pure gold inside and out and made a gold molding all around it. 3 He cast four gold rings for it, for its four feet, two rings on one side and two rings on the other side. 4 He made poles of acacia wood and overlaid them with gold. 5 He inserted the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark for carrying the ark.

				6 He made a •mercy seat of pure gold, 45 inches long and 27 inches wide.ib 7 He made two •cherubim of gold; he made them of hammered work at the two ends of the mercy seat, 8 one cherub at one end and one cherub at the other end. At each end, he made a cherub of one piece with the mercy seat. 9 They had wings spread out. They faced each other and covered the mercy seat with their wings. The faces of the cherubim were looking toward the mercy seat.

				

	

Making the Table

				10 He constructed the table of acacia wood, 36 inches long, 18 inches wide, and 27 inches high.ic 11 He overlaid it with pure gold and made a gold molding all around it. 12 He made a three-inchid frame all around it and made a gold molding all around its frame. 13 He cast four gold rings for it and attached the rings to the four corners at its four legs. 14 The rings were next to the frame as holders for the poles to carry the table. 15 He made the poles for carrying the table from acacia wood and overlaid them with gold. 16 He also made the utensils that would be on the table out of pure gold: its plates and cups, as well as its bowls and pitchers for pouring •drink offerings.

				

	

Making the Lampstand

				17 Then he made the lampstand out of pure hammered gold. He made it all of one piece: its base and shaft, its ornamental cups, and its calyxes and petals. 18 Six branches extended from its sides, three branches of the lampstand from one side and three branches of the lampstand from the other side. 19 There were three cups shaped like almond blossoms, each with a calyx and petals, on the first branch, and three cups shaped like almond blossoms, each with a calyx and petals, on the next branch. It was this way for the six branches that extended from the lampstand. 20 On the lampstand shaft there were four cups shaped like almond blossoms with its calyxes and petals. 21 For the six branches that extended from it, a calyx was under the first pair of branches from it, a calyx under the second pair of branches from it, and a calyx under the third pair of branches from it. 22 Their calyxes and branches were of one piece.ie All of it was a single hammered piece of pure gold. 23 He also made its seven lamps, snuffers, and firepans of pure gold. 24 He made it and all its utensils of 75 poundsif of pure gold.

				

	

Making the Altar of Incense

				25 He made the altar of incense out of acacia wood. It was square, 18 inches long and 18 inches wide; it was 36 inches high.ig Its horns were of one piece.ih 26 He overlaid it, its top, all around its sides, and its horns with pure gold. Then he made a gold molding all around it. 27 He made two gold rings for it under the molding on two of its sides; he put these on opposite sides of it to be holders for the poles to carry it with. 28 He made the poles of acacia wood and overlaid them with gold.

				29 He also made the holy anointing oil and the pure, fragrant, and expertly blended incense.

				

	

Making the Altar of Burnt Offering

				38 Bezalel constructed the altar of •burnt offering from acacia wood. It was square, 7 1/2 feet long and 7 1/2 feet wide,ii and was 4 1/2 feetij high. 2 He made horns for it on its four corners; the horns were of one piece.ik Then he overlaid it with bronze.

				3 He made all the altar's utensils: the pots, shovels, basins, meat forks, and firepans; he made all its utensils of bronze. 4 He constructed for the altar a grate of bronze mesh under its ledge,il halfway up from the bottom. 5 At the four corners of the bronze grate he cast four rings as holders for the poles. 6 Also, he made the poles of acacia wood and overlaid them with bronze. 7 Then he inserted the poles into the rings on the sides of the altar in order to carry it with them. He constructed the altar with boards so that it was hollow.

				

	

Making the Bronze Basin

				8 He made the bronze basin and its stand from the bronze mirrors of the women who served at the entrance to the tent of meeting.

				

	

Making the Courtyard

				9 Then he made the courtyard. The hangings on the south side of the courtyard were of finely spun linen, 150 feet in length,im 10 including their 20 posts and 20 bronze bases. The hooks and bandsin of the posts were silver. 11 The hangings on the north side were also 150 feet in length,io including their 20 posts and 20 bronze bases. The hooks and bandsip of the posts were silver. 12 The hangings on the west side were 75 feet in length,iq including their 10 posts and 10 bases. The hooks and bands of the posts were silver. 13 The hangings on the east toward the sunrise were also 75 feet in length.ir 14 The hangings on one side of the gate were 22 1/2 feet,is including their three posts and three bases. 15 It was the same for the other side. The hangings were 22 1/2 feet,it including their three posts and three bases on both sides of the courtyard gate. 16 All the hangings around the courtyard were of finely spun linen. 17 The bases for the posts were bronze; the hooks and bandsiu of the posts were silver; and the plating for the tops of the posts was silver. All the posts of the courtyard were banded with silver.

				18 The screen for the gate of the courtyard was embroidered with blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, and finely spun linen. It was 30 feetiv long, and like the hangings of the courtyard, 7 1/2 feetiw high.ix 19 It had four posts, including their four bronze bases. Their hooks were silver, and the bandsiy as well as the plating of their tops were silver. 20 All the tent pegs for the tabernacle and for the surrounding courtyard were bronze.

				

	

Inventory of Materials

				21 This is the inventory for the tabernacle, the tabernacle of the •testimony, that was recorded at Moses' command. It was the work of the Levites under the direction ofiz Ithamar son of Aaron the priest. 22 Bezalel son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, made everything that the Lord commanded Moses. 23 With him was Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, a gem cutter, a designer, and an embroiderer with blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, and fine linen.

				24 All the gold of the presentation offering that was used for the project in all the work on the sanctuary, was 2,193 pounds,ja according to the sanctuary •shekel. 25 The silver from those of the community who were registered was 7,544 pounds,jb according to the sanctuary shekel — 26 2/5 of an ouncejc per man, that is, half a shekel according to the sanctuary shekel, from everyone 20 years old or more who had crossed over to the registered group, 603,550 men. 27 There were 7,500 poundsjd of silver used to cast the bases of the sanctuary and the bases of the veil — 100 bases from 7,500 pounds,je 75 poundsjf for each base. 28 With the remaining 44 poundsjg he made the hooks for the posts, overlaid their tops, and supplied bandsjh for them.

				29 The bronze of the presentation offering totaled 5,310 pounds.ji 30 He made with it the bases for the entrance to the tent of meeting, the bronze altar and its bronze grate, all the utensils for the altar, 31 the bases for the surrounding courtyard, the bases for the gate of the courtyard, all the tent pegs for the tabernacle, and all the tent pegs for the surrounding courtyard.

				

	

Making the Priestly Garments

				39 They made specially wovenjj garments for ministry in the sanctuary, and the holy garments for Aaron from the blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, just as the Lord had commanded Moses.

				

	

Making the Ephod

				2 Bezalel made the •ephod of gold, of blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, and of finely spun linen. 3 They hammered out thin sheets of gold, and he jk cut threads from them to interweave with the blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, and the fine linen in a skillful design. 4 They made shoulder pieces for attaching it; it was joined together at its two edges. 5 The artistically woven waistband that was on the ephod was of one piece with the ephod, according to the same workmanship of gold, of blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, and of finely spun linen, just as the Lord had commanded Moses.

				6 Then they mounted the onyx stones surrounded with gold filigree settings, engraved with the names of Israel's sons as a gem cutter engraves a seal. 7 He fastened them on the shoulder pieces of the ephod as memorial stones for the Israelites, just as the Lord had commanded Moses.

				

	

Making the Breastpiece

				8 He also made the embroidered breastpiece with the same workmanship as the ephod of gold, of blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, and of finely spun linen. 9 They made the breastpiece square and folded double, nine inches long and nine inches wide.jl 10 They mounted four rows of gemstones on it. The first row was a row of carnelian, topaz, and emerald;jm 11 the second row, a turquoise,jn a sapphire,jo and a diamond;jp 12 the third row, a jacinth,jq an agate, and an amethyst; 13 and the fourth row, a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. They were surrounded with gold filigree in their settings.

				14 The 12 stones corresponded to the names of Israel's sons. Each stone was engraved like a seal with one of the names of the 12 tribes.

				15 They made braided chains of pure gold cord for the breastpiece. 16 They also fashioned two gold filigree settings and two gold rings and attached the two rings to its two corners. 17 Then they attached the two gold cords to the two gold rings on the corners of the breastpiece. 18 They attached the other ends of the two cords to the two filigree settings and, in this way, attached them to the ephod's shoulder pieces in front. 19 They made two other gold rings and put them at the two other corners of the breastpiece on the edge that is next to the inner border of the ephod. 20 They made two more gold rings and attached them to the bottom of the ephod's two shoulder pieces on its front, close to its seam, above the ephod's woven waistband. 21 Then they tied the breastpiece from its rings to the rings of the ephod with a cord of blue yarn, so that the breastpiece was above the ephod's waistband and did not come loose from the ephod. They did just as the Lord had commanded Moses.

				

	

Making the Robe

				22 They made the woven robe of the ephod entirely of blue yarn. 23 There was an opening in the center of the robe like that of body armorjr with a collar around the opening so that it would not tear. 24 They made pomegranates of finely spun blue, purple, and scarlet yarn js on the lower hem of the robe. 25 They made bells of pure gold and attached the bells between the pomegranates, all around the hem of the robe between the pomegranates, 26 a bell and a pomegranate alternating all around the lower hem of the robejt to be worn for ministry. They made it just as the Lord had commanded Moses.

				

	

The Other Priestly Garments

				27 They made the tunics of fine woven linen for Aaron and his sons. 28 They also made the turban and the ornate headbandsju of fine linen, the undergarments, 29 and the sash of finely spun linen of embroidered blue, purple, and scarlet yarn. They did just as the Lord had commanded Moses.  (Review Ex #30: Reflecting Jesus Christ)

				

	

Making the Holy Diadem

				30 They also made a medallion, the holy diadem, out of pure gold and wrote on it an inscription like the engraving on a seal:

				

				HOLY TO THE LORD.

				31 Then they attached a cord of blue yarn to it in order to mount it on the turban, just as the Lord had commanded Moses.

				

	

Moses' Inspection of the Tabernacle

				32 So all the work for the tabernacle, the tent of meeting, was finished. The Israelites did everything just as the Lord had commanded Moses. 33 Then they brought the tabernacle to Moses: the tent with all its furnishings, its clasps, its planks, its crossbars, and its posts and bases; 34 the covering of ram skins dyed red and the covering of manatee skins;jv the veil for the screen; 35 the ark of the •testimony with its poles and the •mercy seat; 36 the table, all its utensils, and the •bread of the Presence; 37 the pure gold lampstand, with its lamps arranged and all its utensils, as well as the oil for the light; 38 the gold altar; the anointing oil; the fragrant incense; the screen for the entrance to the tent; 39 the bronze altar with its bronze grate, its poles, and all its utensils; the basin with its stand; 40 the hangings of the courtyard, its posts and bases, the screen for the gate of the courtyard, its ropes and tent pegs, and all the equipment for the service of the tabernacle, the tent of meeting; 41 and the specially wovenjw garments for ministering in the sanctuary, the holy garments for Aaron the priest and the garments for his sons to serve as priests. 42 The Israelites had done all the work according to everything the Lord had commanded Moses.43 Moses inspected all the work they had accomplished. They had done just as the Lord commanded. Then Moses blessed them.

				A Principle to Live By - The Tribunal of Christ

				#39 As members of God's living tabernacle, we should all do our part to prepare ourselves for God's final inspection. 

				[image: Getz0109.png]

				New Testament writers used various metaphors to describe the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. The analogy that rose directly out of the Old Testament is God's"sanctuary," which relates directly to the tabernacle the children of Israel constructed. When Moses made his final inspection, he discovered the Israelites had followed all God's instructions, and he"blessed them" for their obedience (v. 43).

				

				The New Testament is filled with specific instructions for building the church—God's 
living sanctuary. No concept is used more frequently than what we are to do for one another, beautifully summarized by Paul using the metaphor of the human body to illustrate how to construct God's living temple:

				From Him the whole body, fitted and knit together by every supporting ligament, promotes the growth of the body for building up itself in love by the proper working of each individual part. (Eph 4:16) 

				At some point in time, the process of building up the body of Christ will be complete. There we'll all stand before God for our final inspection, which Paul called the beyma, translated"tribunal," of Christ (Rm 14:10-12; 2Co 5:10). There each of us will be evaluated based on our works as believers, not works for salvation (Eph 2:8-10). Sadly, though they will be saved, some Christians will have no rewards for faithfulness because their works do not pass God's test for faithfulness (1Co 3:15).  (See Mt #46:Faith and Works.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the works we must do to receive rewards at this final inspection?  (See 2Tm #10:Being Faithful.)

				

				

	

Setting up the Tabernacle

				40 The Lord spoke to Moses: 2 "You are to set up the tabernacle, the tent of meeting, on the first day of the first month.jx 3 Put the ark of the •testimony there and screen off the ark with the veil. 4 Then bring in the table and lay out its arrangement; also bring in the lampstand and set up its lamps. 5 Place the gold altar for incense in front of the ark of the testimony. Put up the screen for the entrance to the tabernacle. 6 Position the altar of •burnt offering in front of the entrance to the tabernacle, the tent of meeting. 7 Place the basin between the tent of meeting and the altar, and put water in it. 8 Assemble the surrounding courtyard and hang the screen for the gate of the courtyard.

				9 "Take the anointing oil and anoint the tabernacle and everything in it; consecrate it along with all its furnishings so that it will be holy. 10 Anoint the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils; consecrate the altar so that it will be especially holy. 11 Anoint the basin and its stand and consecrate it.

				12 "Then bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance to the tent of meeting and wash them with water. 13 Clothe Aaron with the holy garments, anoint him, and consecrate him, so that he can serve Me as a priest. 14 Have his sons come forward and clothe them in tunics. 15 Anoint them just as you anointed their father, so that they may also serve Me as priests. Their anointing will serve to inaugurate a permanent priesthood for them throughout their generations."

				16 Moses did everything just as the Lord had commanded him. 17 The tabernacle was set up in the first month of the second year, on the first day of the month. jy 18 Moses set up the tabernacle: he laid its bases, positioned its planks, inserted its crossbars, and set up its posts. 19 Then he spread the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering of the tent on top of it, just as the Lord had commanded Moses.

				20 Moses took the testimony and placed it in the ark, and attached the poles to the ark. He set the •mercy seat on top of the ark. 21 He brought the ark into the tabernacle, put up the veil for the screen, and screened off the ark of the testimony, just as the Lord had commanded him.

				22 Moses placed the table in the tent of meeting on the north side of the tabernacle, outside the veil. 23 He arranged the bread on it before the Lord, just as the Lord had commanded him. 24 He also put the lampstand in the tent of meeting opposite the table on the south side of the tabernacle 25 and set up the lamps before the Lord, just as the Lord had commanded him.

				26 Moses also installed the gold altar in the tent of meeting, in front of the veil, 27 and burned fragrant incense on it, just as the Lord had commanded him. 28 He put up the screen at the entrance to the tabernacle. 29 Then he placed the altar of burnt offering at the entrance to the tabernacle, the tent of meeting, and offered the burnt offering and the •grain offering on it, just as the Lord had commanded him.

				30 He set the basin between the tent of meeting and the altar and put water in it for washing. 31 Moses, Aaron, and his sons washed their hands and feet from it. 32 They washed whenever they came to the tent of meeting and approached the altar, just as the Lord had commanded Moses.

				33 Next Moses set up the surrounding courtyard for the tabernacle and the altar and hung a screen for the gate of the courtyard. So Moses finished the work.

				

	

The Lord's Glory

				34 The cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 35 Moses was unable to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud rested on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.

				36 The Israelites set out whenever the cloud was taken up from the tabernacle throughout all the stages of their journey.37 If the cloud was not taken up, they did not set out until the day it was taken up.38 For the cloud of the Lord was over the tabernacle by day, and there was a fire inside the cloud by night, visible to the entire house of Israel throughout all the stages of their journey.

				A Principle to Live By - The Holy Scriptures

				[image: Getz0110.png]

				#40 In our spiritual journey, we are to follow God's path that He has clearly revealed in the Holy Scriptures.

				In the Old Testament era, God initially revealed His will through direct encounters with Adam and Eve, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and the other prophets. The Lord eventually preserved His will in written form. Today, we have that great body of truth, the Old Testament. 

				We see a similar pattern when God revealed His will during the New Testament era. John has recorded that"The Word became flesh and took up residence among us" in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ (Jn 1:14). The author of Hebrews stated it this way, providing continuity between the Old and the New Testaments:

				Long ago God spoke to the fathers by the prophets at different times and in different ways. In these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. God has appointed Him heir of all things and made the universe through Him. (Heb 1:1-2) 

				However, knowing that our memories fail, God once again preserved His will in writing. Jesus promised the apostles,

				I have spoken these things to you while I remain with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit—the Father will send Him in My name—will teach you all things and remind you of everything I have told you. (Jn 14:25-26)  
(See Jn #29:The Spirit of Truth.)

				Just as in Old Testament history, God spoke through these men orally and then led them to record this divine truth, the New Testament. Referring to this supernatural process in both the Old and the New Testament, Paul reminded Timothy, 

				All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. (2Tm 3:16-17)  (See 2Tm #8:Standing Firm on Scripture.)

				Today, we have the Bible, authored by men but inspired by the Holy Spirit. Consequently, we can say with the psalmist,"Your word is a lamp for my feet and a light on my path" (Ps 119:105).

				Though we do not have"the cloud of the Lord" leading us by day and night (Ex 40:38), as God's holy sanctuary we have God's Holy Spirit living within us personally and collectively, waiting to illumine our minds to the truth in Holy Scripture and to guide us through all the stages of our spiritual journey.  (See Ps #107 through #124)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to neglect consulting this wonderful gift—the written Word of God?
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						ag9:32 Lit are late

					

					
						ah10:1 Lit Mine in his midst

					

					
						ai10:2 Lit tell in the ears of

					

					
						aj10:19 Lit sea

					

					
						ak10:25 Lit also give in our hand

					

					
						al11:1 Or had said

					

					
						am11:1 Or go, it will be finished —

					

					
						an11:3 Or had given

					

					
						ao11:3 Lit was very great

					

					
						ap11:3 Or in the eyes of

					

					
						aq11:7 Lit point its tongue

					

					
						ar11:8 Lit people at your feet

					

					
						as12:4 Or household

					

					
						at12:9 Or or boiled at all in

					

					
						au12:11 Lit it : with your loins girded

					

					
						av12:20 Or settlements

					

					
						aw12:40 LXX, Sam add and in Canaan

					

					
						ax12:47 Lit do

					

					
						ay12:48 Lit may come near to do it

					

					
						az13:5 DSS, Sam, LXX, Syr add Girgashites and Perizzites ; Jos 3:10

					

					
						ba13:9 Lit reminder between your eyes

					

					
						bb13:16 Or phylactery

					

					
						bc14:6 Lit people

					

					
						bd14:8 Lit with a raised hand

					

					
						be14:9 Or chariot drivers

					

					
						bf14:25 Sam, LXX, Syr read He bound their chariot wheels

					

					
						bg14:25 Or fall off

					

					
						bh14:25 Or and they drove them

					

					
						bi15:2 Or might

					

					
						bj15:9 Or conquer

					

					
						bk15:16 Or silent

					

					
						bl15:16 Or created

					

					
						bm15:17 Some Hb mss, DSS, Sam, Tg read Lord

					

					
						bn16:5 Lit as gathering day to day

					

					
						bo16:16 Lit an omer

					

					
						bp16:18 Lit by an omer

					

					
						bq16:22 Lit two omers

					

					
						br16:32 Lit A full omer

					

					
						bs16:33 Lit a full omer

					

					
						bt16:36 Lit The omer is

					

					
						bu17:11 Sam, LXX, Syr, Tg, Vg read hands

					

					
						bv17:11 Sam, LXX, Syr, Tg, Vg read hands

					

					
						bw17:13 Or people

					

					
						bx17:15 Or Yahweh-nissi

					

					
						by17:16 Or hand was on, or hand was against ; Hb obscure

					

					
						bz18:7 Lit other about well-being

					

					
						ca18:11 Hb obscure

					

					
						cb18:22 Lit lighten from on you

					

					
						cc18:23 Lit go to their place in peace

					

					
						cd20:18 Lit saw

					

					
						ce20:18 Sam, LXX, Syr, Tg, Vg read smoking; the people (or they) were afraid

					

					
						cf20:20 Lit that the fear of Him may be in you, and you do not

					

					
						cg20:23 Hb obscure

					

					
						ch21:2 Lit to go forth

					

					
						ci21:3 Lit he is the husband of

					

					
						cj21:6 Or to God ; that is, to His sanctuary or court

					

					
						ck21:7 Or concubine

					

					
						cl21:13 Lit he was not lying in wait

					

					
						cm21:14 Or maliciously

					

					
						cn21:19 Lit his inactivity

					

					
						co21:20 Lit hand

					

					
						cp21:20 Or must suffer vengeance

					

					
						cq21:21 Or not suffer vengeance

					

					
						cr21:21 Lit money

					

					
						cs21:28 Or a bull, or a steer

					

					
						ct22:1 Ex 21:37 in Hb

					

					
						cu22:2 Ex 22:1 in Hb

					

					
						cv22:3 Lit if the sun has risen over him

					

					
						cw22:5 LXX adds from his field according to its produce. But if someone lets his animals graze an entire field, he must repay ; DSS, Sam also support this reading.

					

					
						cx22:8 Or to God

					

					
						cy22:8 LXX, Tg, Vg read swear

					

					
						cz22:9 Lit That is it

					

					
						da22:9 Or before God

					

					
						db22:9 Or one whom God condemns

					

					
						dc22:15 Lit rented, it comes with

					

					
						dd22:27 Lit skin

					

					
						de22:28 Or judges

					

					
						df23:1 Lit join hands with

					

					
						dg23:5 Or load, you must refrain from leaving it to him; you must set it free with him

					

					
						dh23:8 Or and subverts the cause

					

					
						di23:13 Lit mouth

					

					
						dj23:16 Lit labors

					

					
						dk23:21 Or embitter

					

					
						dl23:25 LXX, Vg read I

					

					
						dm23:27 Lit will send terror of Me ahead of you

					

					
						dn23:28 Or send panic

					

					
						do23:30 Lit fruitful

					

					
						dp23:31 Lit the Sea of the Philistines

					

					
						dq23:31 Lit the River

					

					
						dr24:10 Or lapis lazuli

					

					
						ds24:11 Lit not stretch out His hand against

					

					
						dt25:5 Or and dolphin skins, or and fine leather ; Hb obscure

					

					
						du25:7 Or carnelian

					

					
						dv25:7 Traditionally, breastplate

					

					
						dw25:10 Lit two and a half cubits its length, one and a half cubits its width, and one and a half cubits its height

					

					
						dx25:17 Lit two and a half cubits its length, one and a half cubits its width

					

					
						dy25:23 Lit two cubits its length, one cubit its width, and one and a half cubits its height

					

					
						dz25:25 Lit Make it a handbreadth

					

					
						ea25:36 Lit piece with it

					

					
						eb25:39 Lit It

					

					
						ec25:39 Lit a talent

					

					
						ed26:2 Lit 28 cubits

					

					
						ee26:2 Lit four cubits

					

					
						ef26:4 Lit the one curtain on the end

					

					
						eg26:8 Lit 30 cubits

					

					
						eh26:8 Lit four cubits

					

					
						ei26:13 Lit The cubit

					

					
						ej26:13 Lit the cubit

					

					
						ek26:14 Or of dolphin skins, or of fine leather ; Hb obscure

					

					
						el26:15 Or frames, or beams

					

					
						em26:16 Lit 10 cubits

					

					
						en26:16 Lit a cubit and a half

					

					
						eo26:24 Lit and together they are to be complete

					

					
						ep27:1 Lit five cubits in length and five cubits in width

					

					
						eq27:1 Lit wide; and its height three cubits

					

					
						er27:2 Lit piece with it

					

					
						es27:5 Or altar's rim, so that the grid comes halfway down

					

					
						et27:9 Lit 100 cubits

					

					
						eu27:10 Or connecting rods

					

					
						ev27:11 Lit 100 cubits

					

					
						ew27:11 Or connecting rods

					

					
						ex27:12 Lit 50 cubits

					

					
						ey27:13 Lit 50 cubits

					

					
						ez27:14 Lit 15 cubits

					

					
						fa27:15 Lit 15 cubits

					

					
						fb27:16 Lit twenty-cubit

					

					
						fc27:18 Lit be 100 by the cubit, and the width 50 by 50, and the height five cubits

					

					
						fd28:3 Lit all wise of heart

					

					
						fe28:4 Hb obscure

					

					
						ff28:5 Lit receive

					

					
						fg28:8 Lit waistband of its ephod, which is on it

					

					
						fh28:8 Lit piece with the ephod

					

					
						fi28:16 Lit a span its length and a span its width

					

					
						fj28:17 Or beryl

					

					
						fk28:18 Or malachite, or garnet

					

					
						fl28:18 Or lapis lazuli

					

					
						fm28:18 Hb obscure; LXX, Vg read jasper

					

					
						fn28:19 Hb obscure

					

					
						fo28:32 Hb obscure

					

					
						fp28:33 Sam, LXX add of finely spun linen

					

					
						fq28:41 Lit anoint them, fill their hand

					

					
						fr28:42 Lit loins

					

					
						fs29:9 Lit you will fill the hand of Aaron and the hand of ; Ex 29:23-24

					

					
						ft29:24 Lit in the hands of his

					

					
						fu29:29 Lit him for anointing in them and for filling their hand

					

					
						fv29:33 Lit made to fill their hand

					

					
						fw29:36 Or Make a sin offering on

					

					
						fx29:40 Lit offer a tenth

					

					
						fy29:40 Lit a fourth of a hin

					

					
						fz29:40 Lit a fourth of a hin

					

					
						ga30:2 Lit one cubit its length and one cubit its width

					

					
						gb30:2 Lit wide; and two cubits its height

					

					
						gc30:2 Lit piece with it

					

					
						gd30:10 Or to make atonement

					

					
						ge30:10 Or to make atonement

					

					
						gf30:10 Or on

					

					
						gg30:15 Or to ransom

					

					
						gh30:16 Lit the silver of the atonement

					

					
						gi30:16 Or to ransom

					

					
						gj30:23 Lit 500 (shekels)

					

					
						gk30:23 Lit 250 (shekels)

					

					
						gl30:23 Lit 250 (shekels)

					

					
						gm30:24 Lit 500 (shekels)

					

					
						gn30:24 Lit a hin

					

					
						go31:6 LXX, Syr read Eliab

					

					
						gp31:6 Lit every person skilled of heart

					

					
						gq31:10 Hb obscure

					

					
						gr32:1 Or us gods

					

					
						gs32:4 Or Israel, this is your god, or Israel, these are your gods

					

					
						gt32:8 Or Israel, this is your god, or Israel, these are your gods

					

					
						gu32:23 Or us gods

					

					
						gv32:25 Hb obscure; or resulting in derision

					

					
						gw32:29 Text emended; MT reads Today dedicate yourselves ; LXX, Vg read Today you have dedicated yourselves

					

					
						gx33:2 Sam, LXX add Girgashites

					

					
						gy34:10 Lit in all nations

					

					
						gz34:10 Lit created

					

					
						ha34:11 DSS, Sam, LXX add Girgashites

					

					
						hb34:14 Lit Yahweh — His name is Jealous, or Yahweh is jealous for His name, He

					

					
						hc34:19 LXX, Theod, Vg, Tg read males

					

					
						hd34:19 Hb obscure

					

					
						he34:25 Lit slaughter

					

					
						hf34:29 Lit with Him

					

					
						hg34:35 Lit see Moses' face, that the skin of his face

					

					
						hh35:7 Or and dolphin skins, or and fine leather ; Hb obscure

					

					
						hi35:10 Lit the skilled of heart

					

					
						hj35:19 Hb obscure

					

					
						hk35:23 Or or dolphin skins, or or fine leather ; Hb obscure

					

					
						hl35:25 Lit wise of heart

					

					
						hm35:35 Lit with wisdom of heart

					

					
						hn36:1 Lit wise of heart

					

					
						ho36:2 Lit wise of heart

					

					
						hp36:8 Lit the wise of heart

					

					
						hq36:9 Lit 28 cubits

					

					
						hr36:9 Lit four cubits

					

					
						hs36:15 Lit 30 cubits

					

					
						ht36:15 Lit four cubits

					

					
						hu36:19 Or of dolphin skins, or of fine leather ; Hb obscure

					

					
						hv36:20 Or made frames

					

					
						hw36:21 Lit 10 cubits

					

					
						hx36:21 Lit a cubit and a half

					

					
						hy36:29 Lit and together they are to be complete

					

					
						hz36:29 Lit its

					

					
						ia37:1 Lit two and a half cubits its length, one and a half cubits its width, and one and a half cubits its height

					

					
						ib37:6 Lit two and a half cubits its length and one and a half cubits its width

					

					
						ic37:10 Lit two cubits its length, one cubit its width, and one and a half cubits its height

					

					
						id37:12 Lit a handbreadth

					

					
						ie37:22 Lit piece with it

					

					
						if37:24 Lit a talent

					

					
						ig37:25 Lit a cubit its length, a cubit its width, and two cubits its height

					

					
						ih37:25 Lit piece with it

					

					
						ii38:1 Lit five cubits its length and five cubits its width

					

					
						ij38:1 Lit three cubits

					

					
						ik38:2 Lit piece with it

					

					
						il38:4 Or rim

					

					
						im38:9 Lit 100 cubits

					

					
						in38:10 Or connecting rods

					

					
						io38:11 Lit 100 cubits

					

					
						ip38:11 Or connecting rods

					

					
						iq38:12 Lit 50 cubits

					

					
						ir38:13 Lit 50 cubits

					

					
						is38:14 Lit 15 cubits

					

					
						it38:15 Lit 15 cubits

					

					
						iu38:17 Or connecting rods

					

					
						iv38:18 Lit 20 cubits

					

					
						iw38:18 Lit five cubits

					

					
						ix38:18 Lit high in width

					

					
						iy38:19 Or connecting rods

					

					
						iz38:21 Lit Levites by the hand of

					

					
						ja38:24 Lit 29 talents and 730 shekels

					

					
						jb38:25 Lit 100 talents and 1,775 shekels

					

					
						jc38:26 Lit a beka

					

					
						jd38:27 Lit 100 talents

					

					
						je38:27 Lit 100 talents

					

					
						jf38:27 Lit one talent

					

					
						jg38:28 Lit 1,775 (shekels)

					

					
						jh38:28 Or connecting rods

					

					
						ji38:29 Lit 70 talents and 2,400 shekels

					

					
						jj39:1 Hb obscure

					

					
						jk39:3 Sam, Syr, Tg read they

					

					
						jl39:9 Lit a span its length and a span its width

					

					
						jm39:10 Or beryl

					

					
						jn39:11 Or malachite, or garnet

					

					
						jo39:11 Or lapis lazuli

					

					
						jp39:11 Hb uncertain; LXX, Vg read jasper

					

					
						jq39:12 Hb obscure

					

					
						jr39:23 Hb obscure

					

					
						js39:24 Sam, LXX, Vg add and linen

					

					
						jt39:26 Lit bell and pomegranate, bell and pomegranate, on the hem of the robe around

					

					
						ju39:28 Lit and the headdresses of headbands

					

					
						jv39:34 Or of dolphin skins, or of fine leather ; Hb obscure

					

					
						jw39:41 Hb obscure

					

					
						jx40:2 Lit on the day of the first month, on the first of the month

					

					
						jy40:17 DSS, Sam, LXX add of their coming out of Egypt

					

				

			

	

				Leviticus

				Author: Moses

				Date of events: 1446 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				In the book of Leviticus, as its name implies, Moses gives instructions concerning the Levites and priests. They were to lead the people of God in a manner of worship that was appropriate, according to God's requirements. Leviticus explains how sinful human beings can enter into the presence of our holy God. It prescribes sacrifice, solemnity, celebration, and Sabbath rest.

				Leviticus teaches us principles of worship

				

				

				The Lord is perfectly holy. In Leviticus, God commanded the nation of Israel to be set apart as His holy nation. The people of Israel were to resist the influence of the pagan nations around them. The Levites and priests were to be especially holy, since they provided spiritual leadership to the nation.

				Leviticus teaches us principles of holiness

				

				

				When one person sinned against another person, Leviticus explained how they could be reconciled with each other. When someone unintentionally sinned against God, Leviticus gave specific instructions on how to be reconciled with God. When a nation and its leaders failed to live up to their potential to reflect God's light in the world, Leviticus showed how that shortcoming could be atoned for.

				Leviticus teaches us principles of forgiveness

				

				

				For Israel, His chosen people, God laid out a system of sacrificial offerings to atone for the sins of individuals and nations. From a whole bull, entirely consumed in fire, down to a pair of pigeons, wine, oil and flour, or bread, every offering had a purpose in God's gracious covenant with Israel. Then there was the perfect lamb, without spot or blemish, sacrificed to restore fellowship between mankind and God. That lamb was a temporary provision, a mere shadow of the reality fulfilled in Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, sacrificed once for all to provide a way for imperfect humans to have a vital relationship with a holy God.

				Leviticus teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				List of principles in leviticus

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-2

							
								
								#1: Open 
Communication

							
								
								Spiritual leaders must make sure they communicate all of God's truth to those they lead in order to avoid any abuse of power.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:10-13

							
								
								#2: The Lamb of God

							
								
								To inherit eternal life, we must put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ who sacrificed His life as a perfect, unblemished offering for our sin.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								1:14-17

							
								
								#3: Lord of All

							
								
								As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, we are to feel free to enter God's holy presence, regardless of our gender or our ethnic and economic backgrounds.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:1-16

							
								
								#4: Salt of the Earth

							
								
								We should live godly lives before unbelievers in a way that will cause them to want to know more about what we believe.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								3:1-17

							
								
								#5: A Fragrant Offering

							
								
								We should offer our bodies as living sacrifices to God, which will become a fragrant aroma.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								4:1–5:19

							
								
								#6: Unintentional Sins

							
								
								We should thank and praise God regularly that the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ continues to cleanse us from all sin.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								6:8–7:38

							
								
								#7: A Living Sacrifice

							
								
								As those who have received the Lord Jesus Christ as a once-for-all perfect sacrifice for our sins, we are to offer ourselves to God.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								8:1–9:24

							
								
								#8: Focusing on God's Glory

							
								
								Spiritual leaders are always to help God's people to worship and glorify God.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								10:1-7

							
								
								#9: Judgment for Sin

							
								
								We must not allow exceptional acts of discipline to cause us to view God as impatient and unmerciful.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								11:1-47

							
								
								#10: Dietary Laws

							
								
								Though some of the dietary laws in the Old Testament have practical value, we must not make these requirements absolute in today's world.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								16:1-34

							
								
								#11: Our Privilege and Responsibility

							
								
								We should never neglect the marvelous access we have to enter God's Holy presence and to communicate our deepest thoughts and feelings.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								17:10-16

							
								
								#12: The Blood of Christ

							
								
								We must always uphold the great biblical truth that we can only experience forgiveness through the shed blood of Christ.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								18:1-30

							
								
								#13: Sexual Sins

							
								
								When we fail God morally, we are to confess our sins and accept complete forgiveness through the shed blood of Christ.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								19:1–20:27

							
								
								#14: Living Holy Lives

							
								
								We are to reflect God's holiness in all relationships.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								21:1–22:9

							
								
								#15: Qualifications for Leadership

							
								
								When we select leaders for the church, we are to focus on internal spiritual qualities.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								23:1-3

							
								
								#16: Times of Rest

							
								
								Though the strict Sabbath restrictions are not repeated in the New Testament, all of us should plan regular times to rest and recuperate.

							
								
								16

							
						

						
								
								23:22

							
								
								#17: Helping Needy People

							
								
								We are to provide material help to those who are truly in need.

							
								
								17

							
						

						
								
								24:10-23

							
								
								#18: Sin's Consequences

							
								
								No matter who we are, we must understand that all human beings are affected by sin and need a Savior.

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								26:3-46

							
								
								#19: Obedience and Blessings

							
								
								Under the new covenant, we are first and foremost to claim God's promises for spiritual and eternal blessings.

							
								
								19

							
						

						
								
								27:30-34

							
								
								#20: Christian 
Stewardship

							
								
								Because of God's indescribable gift of salvation, we should be generous with our material possessions.

							
								
								20

							
						

					
				

				

			

			

			

				Leviticus

				The Burnt Offering

				1 Then the Lord summoned Moses and spoke to him from the tent of meeting:2 "Speak to the Israelites and tell them: When any of you brings an offering to the Lord from the livestock, youa may bring your offering from the herd or the flock.

				A Principle to Live By - Open Communication

				[image: Getz0111.png]

				#1 Spiritual leaders must make sure they communicate all of God's truth to those they lead in order to avoid any abuse of power.

				At least 35 times throughout Leviticus, we read that"the Lord spoke to Moses" and in 15 out of 27 chapters, the Lord commanded His servant to communicate His words to the children of Israel.

				Though at times Moses was to address only the spiritual leaders, in most instances he was to speak to all the children of Israel (cp. Lv 4:2; 7:23,29; 12:2; 6:9,25; 10:8; 13:1). This was important because when the populace relied on Moses or the priests to tell them how to atone for their sins, it placed them at the mercy of their religious leaders. Having so-called exclusive knowledge can create a serious abuse of power and position.

				Unfortunately, church history is filled with examples where this principle of open communication has been violated. For example, some religious leaders would not allow their followers to read the Bible on their own. This has led to horrible manipulation and doctrines that violate the clear teachings of the Scriptures. 

				Those who are responsible to teach the Word of God today are to communicate the whole plan of God to all the people and encourage them to read the Bible themselves. Paul affirmed that he had done just that when he preached in Ephesus:

				Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of everyone's blood,  for I did not shrink back from declaring to you the whole plan of God. (Ac 20:26-27)

				Reflection and Response

				How have some Christian leaders purposely led people astray, and how can the church avoid this abuse of power and still honor and respect those charged with leadership responsibilities?  (See 1Sm #41:Respect Plus Accountability.)

				

				3 "If his gift is a •burnt offering from the herd, he is to bring an unblemished male. He must bring it to the entrance to the tent of meeting so that heb may be accepted by the Lord. 4 He is to lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering so it can be accepted on his behalf to make •atonement for him. 5 He is to slaughter the bull before the Lord; Aaron's sons the priests are to present the blood and sprinkle it on all sides of the altar that is at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 6 Then he must skin the burnt offering and cut it into pieces.c 7 The sons of Aaron the priest will prepare a fire on the altar and arrange wood on the fire. 8 Aaron's sons the priests are to arrange the pieces, the head, and the suet on top of the burning wood on the altar. 9 The offerer must wash its entrails and shanks with water. Then the priest will burn all of it on the altar as a burnt offering, a fire offering of a pleasing aroma to the Lord.

				10 "But if his gift for a burnt offering is from the flock, from sheep or goats, he is to present an unblemished male. 11 He will slaughter it on the north side of the altar before the Lord. Aaron's sons the priests will sprinkle its blood against the altar on all sides. 12 He will cut the animal into piecesd with its head and its suet, and the priest will arrange them on top of the burning wood on the altar. 13 But he is to wash the entrails and shanks with water. The priest will then present all of it and burn it on the altar; it is a burnt offering, a fire offering of a pleasing aroma to the Lord.

				A Principle to Live By - The Lamb of God

				[image: Getz0112.png]

				#2 To inherit eternal life, we must put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ who sacrificed His life as a perfect, unblemished offering for our sin.

				Throughout the book of Leviticus, sacrificial offerings were to be without blemish. Clearly, this pointed to God's plan in offering His Son as a once-for-all sacrifice for the sins of the world. When Jesus Christ walked among His fellow human beings, He was both perfect God and perfect man. He was the unblemished sacrificial Lamb (Heb 9:11-14; 10:8-10).  (See Heb #14:The Blood of Christ.)

				John the Baptist saw this connection when he first met Jesus Christ. He called out,"Here is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!" (Jn 1:29). The apostle Peter elaborated on this powerful metaphor:

				For you know that you were redeemed from your empty way of life inherited from the fathers, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. (1Pt 1:18-19)  (See Rv #16:The Blood of the Lamb.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why did Jesus Christ have to be perfect God and a perfect man to be our Savior from sin?

				

				14 "If his gift to the Lord is a burnt offering of birds, he is to present his offering from the turtledoves or young pigeons.e 15 Then the priest must bring it to the altar, and must twist off its head and burn it on the altar; its blood should be drained at the side of the altar. 16 He will remove its digestive tract,f cutting off the tail feathers, and throw it on the east side of the altar at the place for ashes. 17 He will tear it open by its wings without dividing the bird. Then the priest is to burn it on the altar on top of the burning wood. It is a burnt offering, a fire offering of a pleasing aroma to the Lord.

				A Principle to Live By - Lord of All

				[image: Getz0113.png]

				#3 As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, we are to feel free to enter God's holy presence, regardless of our gender or our ethnic and economic backgrounds. 

				God never shows favoritism. He has provided a redemptive plan for all people. For example, in their day, Mary and Joseph represented a poor family. When they came to Jerusalem to worship in the temple, they offered a sacrifice involving either"a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons" (Lk 2:24). This, of course, was in harmony with what God taught the children of Israel in Leviticus:

				But if she doesn't have sufficient means for a sheep, she may take two turtledoves or two young pigeons, one for a burnt offering and the other for a sin offering. Then the priest will make atonement on her behalf, and she will be clean. (Lv 12:8; see also 5:7-13.) 

				This truth applies to both Jews and Gentiles. Following Peter's encounter with Cornelius, a wealthy Gentile, he wrote, 

				Now I really understand that God doesn't show favoritism, but in every nation the person who fears Him and does righteousness is acceptable to Him. He sent the message to the Israelites, proclaiming the good news of peace through Jesus Christ—He is Lord of all. (Ac 10:34-36)  (See Ac #19:The Sin of Prejudice.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is prejudice so pervasive throughout the human race?

				

				

	

The Grain Offering

				2 "When anyone presents a •grain offering as a gift to the Lord, his gift must consist of fine flour. He is to pour olive oil on it, put frankincense on it, g 2 and bring it to Aaron's sons the priests. The priest will take a handful of fine flour and oil from it, along with all its frankincense, and will burn this memorial portion of it on the altar, a fire offering of a pleasing aroma to the Lord. 3 But the rest of the grain offering will belong to Aaron and his sons; it is the holiest part of the fire offerings to the Lord.

				4 "When you present a grain offering baked in an oven, it must be made of fine flour, either unleavened cakes mixed with oil or unleavened wafers coated with oil. 5 If your gift is a grain offering prepared on a griddle, it must be unleavened bread made of fine flour mixed with oil. 6 Break it into pieces and pour oil on it; it is a grain offering. 7 If your gift is a grain offering prepared in a pan, it must be made of fine flour with oil. 8 When you bring h to the Lord the grain offering made in any of these ways, it is to be presented to the priest, and he will take it to the altar. 9 The priest will remove the memorial portioni from the grain offering and burn it on the altar, a fire offering of a pleasing aroma to the Lord. 10 But the rest of the grain offering will belong to Aaron and his sons; it is the holiest part of the fire offerings to the Lord.

				11 "No grain offering that you present to the Lord is to be made with yeast, for you are not to burn j any yeast or honey as a fire offering to the Lord. 12 You may present them to the Lord as an offering of •firstfruits, but they are not to be offered on the altar as a pleasing aroma. 13 You are to season each of your grain offerings with salt; you must not omit from your grain offering the salt of the covenant with your God. You are to present salt with each of your offerings.

				14 "If you present a grain offering of firstfruits to the Lord, you must present fresh heads of grain, crushed kernels, roasted on the fire, for your grain offering of firstfruits. 15 You are to put oil and frankincense on it; it is a grain offering. 16 The priest will then burn some of its crushed kernels and oil with all its frankincense as a fire offering to the Lord.

				A Principle to Live By - Salt of the Earth

				[image: Getz0114.png]

				#4 We should live godly lives before unbelievers in a way that will cause them to want to know more about what we believe. 

				Salt was a valuable substance in the ancient world. Since it was used as a preservative, it signified the permanence and eternal nature of the covenant (Nm 18:19; 2Ch 13:5). When it was used with sacrifices, it demonstrated that the children of Israel were to be a preserving influence on the pagan nations around them.

				When Jesus delivered His Sermon on the Mount, those listening who were aware of the Levitical laws would understand more clearly what the Savior had in mind when He said,

				You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt should lose its taste, how can it be made salty? It's no longer good for anything but to be thrown out and trampled on by men. (Mt 5:13)  (See Mt #9:Fulfilling the Law.)

				Though we may not understand fully all of the symbolism in both the Levitical law and Jesus' statement, one thing seems clear: we are to live our lives in such a way that unbelievers will become aware that we belong to God. Our lives are to be living sacrifices that are enriched with salt. 

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways can all of us as believers, both personally and corporately, live our lives so as to be more effective witnesses in this world?  (See Jn #28:Modeling Love.)

				

				

	

The Fellowship Offering

				3 "If his offering is a •fellowship sacrifice, and he is presenting an animal from the herd, whether male or female, he must present one without blemish before the Lord. 2 He is to lay his hand on the head of his offering and slaughter it at the entrance to the tent of meeting. Then Aaron's sons the priests will sprinkle the blood on all sides of the altar. 3 He will present part of the fellowship sacrifice as a fire offering to the Lord: the fat surrounding the entrails, all the fat that is on the entrails, 4 and the two kidneys with the fat on them at the loins; he will also remove the fatty lobe of the liver with the kidneys. 5 Aaron's sons will burn it on the altar along with the •burnt offering that is on the burning wood, a fire offering of a pleasing aroma to the Lord.

				6 "If his offering as a fellowship sacrifice to the Lord is from the flock, he must present a male or female without blemish. 7 If he is presenting a lamb for his offering, he is to present it before the Lord. 8 He must lay his hand on the head of his offering, then slaughter it before the tent of meeting. Aaron's sons will sprinkle its blood on all sides of the altar. 9 He will then present part of the fellowship sacrifice as a fire offering to the Lord consisting of its fat and the entire fat tail, which he is to remove close to the backbone. He will also remove the fat surrounding the entrails, all the fat on the entrails, 10 the two kidneys with the fat on them at the loins, and the fatty lobe of the liver above the kidneys. 11 Then the priest will burn the food on the altar, as a fire offering to the Lord.

				12 "If his offering is a goat, he is to present it before the Lord. 13 He must lay his hand on its head and slaughter it before the tent of meeting. Aaron's sons will sprinklek its blood on all sides of the altar. 14 He will present part of his offering as a fire offering to the Lord: the fat surrounding the entrails, all the fat that is on the entrails, 15 and the two kidneys with the fat on them at the loins; he will also remove the fatty lobe of the liver with the kidneys. 16 Then the priest will burn the food on the altar, as a fire offering for a pleasing aroma. l

				"All fat belongs to the Lord. 17 This is a permanent statute throughout your generations, wherever you live: you must not eat any fat or any blood."

				A Principle to Live By - A Fragrant Offering

				[image: Getz0115.png]

				#5 We should offer our bodies as living sacrifices to God, which will become a fragrant aroma. 

				Sacrifices are often described as producing"a pleasing aroma to the Lord" (1:9,13,17; 3:5,16). When Jesus Christ died on the cross and shed His blood for the sins of the world, His perfect sacrifice also became"a pleasing aroma to the Lord." Paul described it this way:

				And walk in love, as the Messiah also loved us and gave Himself for us, a sacrificial and fragrant offering to God. (Eph 5:2) 

				Because of God's mercy in providing a way of salvation and redemption, we are to present ourselves to the Lord. When we do, the way we live becomes a continual, sweet-smelling fragrance to God. This is inherent in Paul's words to the Romans:

				Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual worship. (Rm 12:1) 

				Paul used the same terminology when he commended the Philippians for their faithfulness in sharing their material possessions to care for his physical needs while he was in prison. Their generous gifts became an extension of themselves—an intricate part of their spiritual worship.

				But I have received everything in full, and I have an abundance. I am fully supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you provided—a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. (Php 4:18) 

				Reflection and Response

				Using the same metaphor, how can we describe the way God may view a Christian's lifestyle that is not reflective of His grace and love?

				

				

	

The Sin Offering

				4 Then the Lord spoke to Moses: 2 "Tell the Israelites: When someone sins unintentionally  against any of the Lord's commands and does anything prohibited by them —

				3 "If the anointed priest sins, bringing •guilt on the people, he is to present to the Lord a young, unblemished bull as a •sinm offering for the sin he has committed. 4 He must bring the bull to the entrance to the tent of meeting before the Lord, lay his hand on the bull's head, and slaughter it before the Lord. 5 The anointed priest must then take some of the bull's blood and bring it into the tent of meeting. 6 The priest is to dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle some of it seven times before the Lord in front of the veil of the sanctuary. 7 The priest must apply some of the blood to the horns of the altar of fragrant incense that is before the Lord in the tent of meeting. He must pour out the rest of the bull's blood at the base of the altar of burnt offering that is at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 8 He is to remove all the fat from the bull of the sin offering: the fat surrounding the entrails, all the fat that is on the entrails, 9 and the two kidneys with the fat on them at the loins. He will also remove the fatty lobe of the liver with the kidneys, 10 just as the fat is removed from the ox of the •fellowship sacrifice. The priest is to burn them on the altar of burnt offering. 11 But the hide of the bull and all its flesh, with its head and shanks, and its entrails and dung — 12 all the rest of the bull — he must bring to a ceremonially •clean place outside the camp to the ash heap, and must burn it on a wood fire. It is to be burned at the ash heap.

				13 "Now if the whole community of Israel errs, and the matter escapes the notice of the assembly, so that they violate any of the Lord's commands and incur guilt by doing what is prohibited, 14 then the assembly must present a young bull as a sin offering. When the sin they have committed in regard to the command becomes known, they are to bring it before the tent of meeting. 15 The elders of the community are to lay their hands on the bull's head before the Lord and it is to be slaughtered before the Lord. 16 The anointed priest will bring some of the bull's blood into the tent of meeting. 17 The priest is to dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle it seven times before the Lord in front of the veil. 18 He is to apply some of the blood to the horns of the altar that is before the Lord in the tent of meeting. He must pour out the rest of the blood at the base of the altar of burnt offering that is at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 19 He is to remove all the fat from it and burn it on the altar. 20 He is to offer this bull just as he did with the bull in the sin offering; he will offer it the same way. So the priest will make •atonement on their behalf, and they will be forgiven. 21 Then he will bring the bull outside the camp and burn it just as he burned the first bull. It is the sin offering for the assembly.

				22 "When a leadern sins and unintentionally violates any of the commands of the Lord his God by doing what is prohibited, and incurs guilt, 23 or someone informs him about the sin he has committed, he is to bring an unblemished male goat as his offering. 24 He is to lay his hand on the head of the goat and slaughter it at the place where the •burnt offering is slaughtered before the Lord. It is a sin offering. 25 Then the priest must take some of the blood from the sin offering with his finger and apply it to the horns of the altar of burnt offering. The rest of its blood he must pour out at the base of the altar of burnt offering. 26 He must burn all its fat on the altar, like the fat of the fellowship sacrifice. In this way the priest will make atonement on his behalf for that person's sin, and he will be forgiven.

				27 "Now if any of the common peopleo sins unintentionally by violating one of the Lord's commands, does what is prohibited, and incurs guilt, 28 or if someone informs him about the sin he has committed, then he is to bring an unblemished female goat as his offering for the sin that he has committed. 29 He is to lay his hand on the head of the sin offering and slaughter it at the place of the burnt offering. 30 Then the priest must take some of its blood with his finger and apply it to the horns of the altar of burnt offering. He must pour out the rest of its blood at the base of the altar. 31 He is to remove all its fat just as the fat is removed from the fellowship sacrifice. The priest is to burn it on the altar as a pleasing aroma to the Lord. In this way the priest will make atonement on his behalf, and he will be forgiven.

				32 "Or if the offering that he brings as a sin offering is a lamb, he is to bring an unblemished female. 33 He is to lay his hand on the head of the sin offering and slaughter it as a sin offering at the place where the burnt offering is slaughtered. 34 Then the priest must take some of the blood of the sin offering with his finger and apply it to the horns of the altar of burnt offering. He must pour out the rest of its blood at the base of the altar. 35 He is to remove all its fat just as the fat of the lamb is removed from the fellowship sacrifice. The priest will burn it on the altar along with the fire offerings to the Lord. In this way the priest will make atonement on his behalf for the sin he has committed, and he will be forgiven.

				

	

Cases Requiring Sin Offerings

				5 "When someone sins in any of these ways:

				

				If he has seen, heard, or known about something he has witnessed, and did not respond to 
a public call to testify, he is responsible for his 
sin.

				2 Or if someone touches anything •unclean — a carcass of an unclean wild animal, or unclean livestock, or an unclean swarming creature — without being aware of it, he is unclean and •guilty.

				3 Or if he touches human uncleanness — any uncleanness by which one can become defiled — without being aware of it, but later recognizes it, he is guilty.

				4 Or if someone swears rashly to do what is good or evil — concerning anything a person may speak rashly in an oath — without being aware of it, but later recognizes it, he incurs guilt in such an instance.p

				

				5 If someone incurs guilt in one of these cases, he is to confess he has committed that sin. 6 He must bring his restitution for the sin he has committed to the Lord: a female lamb or goat from the flock as a •sin offering. In this way the priest will make •atonement on his behalf for his sin.

				7 "But if he cannot afford an animal from the flock, then he may bring to the Lord two turtledoves or two young pigeons as restitution for his sin — one as a sin offering and the other as a •burnt offering. 8 He is to bring them to the priest, who will first present the one for the sin offering. He must twist its head at the back of the neck without severing it. 9 Then he will sprinkle some of the blood of the sin offering on the side of the altar, while the rest of the blood is to be drained out at the base of the altar; it is a sin offering. 10 He must prepare the second bird as a burnt offering according to the regulation. In this way the priest will make atonement on his behalf for the sin he has committed, and he will be forgiven.

				11 "But if he cannot affordq two turtledoves or two young pigeons, he may bring two quartsr of fines flourt as an offering for his sin. He must not put olive oil or frankincense on it, for it is a sin offering. 12 He is to bring it to the priest, who will take a handful from it as its memorial portion and burn it on the altar along with the fire offerings to the Lord; it is a sin offering. 13 In this way the priest will make atonement on his behalf concerning the sin he has committed in any of these cases, and he will be forgiven. The rest will belong to the priest, like the •grain offering."

				

	

The Restitution Offering

				14 Then the Lord spoke to Moses: 15 "If someone offends by sinning unintentionally in regard to any of the Lord's holy things, he must bring his •restitution offering to the Lord: an unblemished ram from the flock (based on your assessment of its value in silver •shekels, according to the sanctuary shekel) as a restitution offering. 16 He must make restitution for his sin regarding any holy thing, adding a fifth of its value to it, and give it to the priest. Then the priest will make atonement on his behalf with the ram of the restitution offering, and he will be forgiven.

				17 "If someone sins and without knowing it violates any of the Lord's commands concerning anything prohibited, he bears the consequences of his guilt. 18 He must bring an unblemished ram from the flock according to your assessment of its value as a restitution offering to the priest. Then the priest will make atonement on his behalf for the error he has committed unintentionally, and he will be forgiven. 19 It is a restitution offering; he is indeed guilty before the Lord."

				A Principle to Live By - Unintentional Sins

				[image: Getz0116.png]

				#6 We should thank and praise God regularly that the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ continues to cleanse us from all sin.

				These laws of Leviticus refer to unintentional sins and God's provision to forgive those sins. This demonstrates God's mercy and grace. Though His standards and requirements were based on His perfection and holiness, He addressed these human weaknesses and provided for forgiveness.

				As Christians who have accepted Christ's perfect sacrifice for our sins under the new covenant, we still fall short of God's standard of righteousness. At times our sins are unintentional. However, John made it clear that the blood of Jesus Christ will continue to cleanse us from all sin. If this were not true, no one could be sure of salvation. John wrote,

				If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1Jn 1:9)  (See Mt #13:Experiencing God's Forgiveness.)

				Reflection and Response

				In view of this great truth, how can we keep from becoming careless in the way we live our Christian lives?

				

				6u The Lord spoke to Moses: 2 "When someone sins and offends the Lord by deceiving his neighbor in regard to a deposit, a security,v or a robbery; or defrauds his neighbor; 3 or finds something lost and lies about it; or swears falsely about any of the sinful things a person may do — 4 once he has sinned and acknowledged his •guilt — he must return what he stole or defrauded, or the deposit entrusted to him, or the lost item he found, 5 or anything else about which he swore falsely. He must make full restitution for it and add a fifth of its value to it. He is to pay it to its owner on the day he acknowledges his guilt. 6 Then he must bring his •restitution offering to the Lord: an unblemished ram from the flock according to your assessment of its value as a restitution offering to the priest. 7 In this way the priest will make •atonement on his behalf before the Lord, and he will be forgiven for anything he may have done to incur guilt."

				

	

The Burnt Offering

				8 w The Lord spoke to Moses: 9 "Command Aaron and his sons: This is the law of the •burnt offering; the burnt offering itself must remain on the altar's hearth all night until morning, while the fire of the altar is kept burning on it. 10 The priest is to put on his linen robe and linen undergarments.x He is to remove the ashes of the burnt offering the fire has consumed on the altar, and place them beside the altar. 11 Then he must take off his garments, put on other clothes, and bring the ashes outside the camp to a ceremonially •clean place. 12 The fire on the altar is to be kept burning; it must not go out. Every morning the priest will burn wood on the fire. He is to arrange the burnt offering on the fire and burn the fat portions from the •fellowship offerings on it. 13 Fire must be kept burning on the altar continually; it must not go out.

				

	

The Grain Offering

				14 "Now this is the law of the •grain offering: Aaron's sons will present it before the Lord in front of the altar. 15 The priest is to remove a handful of fine flour and olive oil from the grain offering, with all the frankincense that is on the offering, and burn its memorial portion on the altar as a pleasing aroma to the Lord. 16 Aaron and his sons may eat the rest of it. It is to be eaten in the form of unleavened bread in a holy place; they are to eat it in the courtyard of the tent of meeting. 17 It must not be baked with yeast; I have assigned it as their portion from My fire offerings. It is especially holy, like the •sin offering and the restitution offering. 18 Any male among Aaron's descendants may eat it. It is a permanent portiony throughout your generations from the fire offerings to the Lord. Anything that touches the offerings will become holy."

				19 The Lord spoke to Moses: 20 "This is the offering that Aaron and his sons must present to the Lord on the day that he is anointed: two quartsz of fine flour as a regular grain offering, half of it in the morning and half in the evening. 21 It is to be prepared with oil on a griddle; you are to bring it well-kneaded. You must present it as a grain offering of baked pieces,aa a pleasing aroma to the Lord. 22 The priest, who is one of Aaron's sons and will be anointed to take his place, is to prepare it. It must be completely burned as a permanent portion for the Lord. 23 Every grain offering for a priest will be a whole burnt offering; it is not to be eaten."

				

	

The Sin Offering

				24 The Lord spoke to Moses: 25 "Tell Aaron and his sons: This is the law of the sin offering. The sin offering is most holy and must be slaughtered before the Lord at the place where the burnt offering is slaughtered. 26 The priest who offers it as a sin offering is to eat it. It must be eaten in a holy place, in the courtyard of the tent of meeting. 27 Anything that touches its flesh will become holy, and if any of its blood spatters on a garment, then you must wash that garmentab in a holy place. 28 A clay pot in which the sin offering is boiled must be broken; if it is boiled in a bronze vessel, it must be scoured and rinsed with water. 29 Any male among the priests may eat it; it is especially holy. 30 But no sin offering may be eaten if its blood has been brought into the tent of meeting to make atonement in the holy place; it must be burned up.

				

	

The Restitution Offering

				7 "Now this is the law of the •restitution offering; it is especially holy. 2 The restitution offering must be slaughtered at the place where the •burnt offering is slaughtered, and the priest is to sprinkle its blood on all sides of the altar. 3 The offerer must present all the fat from it: the fat tail, the fat surrounding the entrails, ac 4 and the two kidneys with the fat on them at the loins; he will also remove the fatty lobe of the liver with the kidneys. 5 The priest will burn them on the altar as a fire offering to the Lord; it is a restitution offering. 6 Any male among the priests may eat it. It is to be eaten in a holy place; it is especially holy.

				7 "The restitution offering is like the •sin offering; the law is the same for both. It belongs to the priest who makes •atonement with it. 8 As for the priest who presents someone's burnt offering, the hide of the burnt offering he has presented belongs to him; it is the priest's. 9 Any •grain offering that is baked in an oven or prepared in a pan or on a griddle belongs to the priest who presents it; it is his. 10 But any grain offering, whether dry or mixed with oil, belongs equallyad to all of Aaron's sons.

				

	

The Fellowship Sacrifice

				11 "Now this is the law of the •fellowship sacrifice that someone may present to the Lord: 12 If he presents it for thanksgiving, in addition to the thanksgiving sacrifice, he is to present unleavened cakes mixed with olive oil, unleavened wafers coated with oil, and well-kneaded cakes of fine flour mixed with oil. 13 He is to present as his offering cakes of leavened bread with his thanksgiving sacrifice of fellowship. 14 From the cakes he must present one portion of each offering as a contribution to the Lord. It will belong to the priest who sprinkles the blood of the fellowship offering; it is his. 15 The meat of his thanksgiving sacrifice of fellowship must be eaten on the day he offers it; he may not leave any of it until morning.

				16 "If the sacrifice he offers is a vow or a freewill offering, it is to be eaten on the day he presents his sacrifice, and what is left over may be eaten on the next day. 17 But what remains of the sacrificial meat by the third day must be burned up. 18 If any of the meat of his fellowship sacrifice is eaten on the third day, it will not be accepted. It will not be credited to the one who presents it; it is repulsive. The person who eats any of it will be responsible for his sin.ae

				19 "Meat that touches anything •unclean must not be eaten; it is to be burned up. Everyone who is •clean may eat any other meat. 20 But the one who eats meat from the Lord's fellowship sacrifice while he is unclean,af that person must be cut off from his people. 21 If someone touches anything unclean, whether human uncleanness, an unclean animal, or any unclean, detestable ag creature, and eats meat from the Lord's fellowship sacrifice, that person must be cut off from his people."

				

	

Fat and Blood Prohibited

				22 The Lord spoke to Moses: 23 "Tell the Israelites: You are not to eat any fat of an ox, a sheep, or a goat. 24 The fat of an animal that dies naturally or is mauled by wild beastsah may be used for any purpose, but you must not eat it. 25 If anyone eats animal fat from a fire offering presented to the Lord, the person who eats it must be cut off from his people. 26 Wherever you live, you must not eat the blood of any bird or animal. 27 Whoever eats any blood, that person must be cut off from his people."

				

	

The Portion for the Priests

				28 The Lord spoke to Moses: 29 "Tell the Israelites: The one who presents a fellowship sacrifice to the Lord must bring an offering to the Lord from his sacrifice. 30 His own hands will bring the fire offerings to the Lord. He will bring the fat together with the breast. The breast is to be waved as a presentation offering before the Lord. 31 The priest is to burn the fat on the altar, but the breast belongs to Aaron and his sons. 32 You are to give the right thigh to the priest as a contribution from your fellowship sacrifices. 33 The son of Aaron who presents the blood of the fellowship offering and the fat will have the right thigh as a portion. 34 I have taken from the Israelites the breast of the presentation offering and the thigh of the contribution from their fellowship sacrifices, and have assigned them to Aaron the priest and his sons as a permanent portionai from the Israelites."

				35 This is the portion from the fire offerings to the Lord for Aaron and his sons since the day they were presented to serve the Lord as priests. 36 The Lord commanded this to be given to them by the Israelites on the day He anointed them. It is a permanent portionaj throughout their generations.

				37 This is the law for the burnt offering, the grain offering, the sin offering, the restitution offering, the ordination offering, and the fellowship sacrifice, 38 which the Lord commanded Moses on Mount Sinai on the day Heak commanded the Israelites to present their offerings to the Lord in the Wilderness of Sinai.

				A Principle to Live By - A Living Sacrifice

				[image: Getz0117.png]

				#7 As those who have received the Lord Jesus Christ as a once-for-all perfect sacrifice for our sins, we are to offer ourselves to God. 

				When God instituted the sacrificial system on Mount Sinai, He was providing what the author of Hebrews calls"a shadow of the good things to come, and not the actual form of those realities" (Heb 10:1). All of the Levitical sacrifices and laws were but a temporary means of providing for forgiveness until the Lord Jesus Christ once for all offered Himself on the cross for our sins (1Pt 1:19). 

				In response to God's mercy and grace in providing His Son, as believers we are to present ourselves to God as a living sacrifice. Paul wrote,

				Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God. (Rm 12:1-2)  (See Rm #21:Christ-Centered Worship.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do so many Christians fail to offer God their time, talents, and treasures?

				

				

	

Ordination of Aaron and His Sons

				8 The Lord spoke to Moses: 2 "Take Aaron, his sons with him, the garments, the anointing oil, the bull of the •sinal offering, the two rams, and the basket of unleavened bread, 3 and assemble the whole community at the entrance to the tent of meeting." 4 So Moses did as the Lord commanded him, and the community assembled at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 5 Moses said to them,"This is what the Lord has commanded to be done."

				6 Then Moses presented Aaron and his sons and washed them with water. 7 He put the tunic on Aaron, wrapped the sash around him, clothed him with the robe, and put the •ephod on him. He put the woven band of the ephod around him and fastened it to him. 8 Then he put the breastpiece on him and placed the •Urim and Thummim into the breastpiece. 9 He also put the turban on his head and placed the gold medallion, the holy diadem, on the front of the turban, as the Lord had commanded Moses.

				10 Then Moses took the anointing oil and anointed the tabernacle and everything in it to consecrate them. 11 He sprinkled some of the oil on the altar seven times, anointing the altar with all its utensils, and the basin with its stand, to consecrate them. 12 He poured some of the anointing oil on Aaron's head and anointed and consecrated him. 13 Then Moses presented Aaron's sons, clothed them with tunics, wrapped sashes around them, and fastened headbands on them, as the Lord had commanded Moses.

				14 Then he brought the bull near for the sin offering, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the head of the bull for the sin offering. 15 Then Moses slaughtered it,am took the blood, and applied it with his finger to the horns of the altar on all sides, purifying the altar. He poured out the blood at the base of the altar and consecrated it so that •atonement can be made on it.an 16 Moses took all the fat that was on the entrails, the fatty lobe of the liver, and the two kidneys with their fat, and he burned them on the altar. 17 He burned up the bull with its hide, flesh, and dung outside the camp, as the Lord had commanded Moses.

				18 Then he presented the ram for the •burnt offering, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the head of the ram. 19 Moses slaughtered it andao sprinkled the blood on all sides of the altar. 20 Moses cut the ram into pieces and burned the head, the pieces, and the suet, 21 but he washed the entrails and shanks with water. He then burned the entire ram on the altar. It was a burnt offering for a pleasing aroma, a fire offering to the Lord as He had commanded Moses.

				22 Next he presented the second ram, the ram of ordination, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the head of the ram. 23 Moses slaughtered it,ap took some of its blood, and put it on Aaron's right earlobe, on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot. 24 Moses also presented Aaron's sons and put some of the blood on their right earlobes, on the thumbs of their right hands, and on the big toes of their right feet. Then Moses sprinkled the blood on all sides of the altar. 25 He took the fat — the fat tail, all the fat that was on the entrails, the fatty lobe of the liver, and the two kidneys with their fat — as well as the right thigh. 26 From the basket of unleavened bread that was before the Lord he took one cake of unleavened bread, one cake of bread made with oil, and one wafer, and placed them on the fat portions and the right thigh. 27 He put all these in the hands of Aaron and his sons and waved them before the Lord as a presentation offering. 28 Then Moses took them from their hands and burned them on the altar with the burnt offering. This was an ordination offering for a pleasing aroma, a fire offering to the Lord. 29 He also took the breast and waved it before the Lord as a presentation offering; it was Moses' portion of the ordination ram as the Lord had commanded him.

				30 Then Moses took some of the anointing oil and some of the blood that was on the altar and sprinkled them on Aaron and his garments, as well as on his sons and their garments. In this way he consecrated Aaron and his garments, as well as his sons and their garments.

				31 Moses said to Aaron and his sons,"Boil the meat at the entrance to the tent of meeting and eat it there with the bread that is in the basket for the ordination offering as I commanded: aq Aaron and his sons are to eat it. 32 You must burn up what remains of the meat and bread. 33 You must not go outside the entrance to the tent of meeting for seven days, until the time your days of ordination are completed, because it will take seven days to ordain you.ar 34 The Lord commanded what has been done today in order to make atonement for you. 35 You must remain at the entrance to the tent of meeting day and night for seven days and keep the Lord's charge so that you will not die, for this is what I was commanded." 36 So Aaron and his sons did everything the Lord had commanded through Moses.

				

	

The Priestly Ministry Inaugurated

				9 On the eighth day Moses summoned Aaron, his sons, and the elders of Israel. 2 He said to Aaron,"Take a young bull for a •sinas offering and a ram for a •burnt offering, both without blemish, and present them before the Lord. 3 And tell the Israelites: at Take a male goat for a sin offering; a calf and a lamb, male yearlings without blemish, for a burnt offering; 4 an ox and a ram for a •fellowship offering to sacrifice before the Lord; and a •grain offering mixed with oil. For today the Lord is going to appear to you."

				5 They brought what Moses had commanded to the front of the tent of meeting, and the whole community came forward and stood before the Lord. 6 Moses said,"This is what the Lord commanded you to do, that the glory of the Lord may appear to you." 7 Then Moses said to Aaron,"Approach the altar and sacrifice your sin offering and your burnt offering; make •atonement for yourself and the people. au Sacrifice the people's offering and make atonement for them, as the Lord commanded."

				8 So Aaron approached the altar and slaughtered the calf as a sin offering for himself. 9 Aaron's sons brought the blood to him, and he dipped his finger in the blood and applied it to the horns of the altar. He poured out the blood at the base of the altar. 10 He burned the fat, the kidneys, and the fatty lobe of the liver from the sin offering on the altar, as the Lord had commanded Moses. 11 He burned up the flesh and the hide outside the camp.

				12 Then he slaughtered the burnt offering. Aaron's sons brought him the blood, and he sprinkled it on all sides of the altar. 13 They brought him the burnt offering piece by piece, along with the head, and he burned them on the altar. 14 He washed the entrails and the shanks and burned them with the burnt offering on the altar.

				15 Aaron presented the people's offering. He took the male goat for the people's sin offering, slaughtered it, and made a sin offering with it as he did before. 16 He presented the burnt offering and sacrificed it according to the regulation. 17 Next he presented the grain offering, took a handful of it, and burned it on the altar in addition to the morning burnt offering.

				18 Finally, he slaughtered the ox and the ram as the people's fellowship sacrifice. Aaron's sons brought him the blood, and he sprinkled it on all sides of the altar. 19 They also brought the fat portions from the ox and the ram — the fat tail, the fat surrounding the entrails, the kidneys, and the fatty lobe of the liver — 20 and placed these on the breasts. Aaron burned the fat portions on the altar, 21 but he waved the breasts and the right thigh as a presentation offering before the Lord, as Moses had commanded. av

				22 Aaron lifted up his hands toward the people and blessed them. He came down after sacrificing the sin offering, the burnt offering, and the fellowship offering. 23 Moses and Aaron then entered the tent of meeting. When they came out, they blessed the people, and the glory of the Lord appeared to all the people. 24 Fire came from the Lord and consumed the burnt offering and the fat portions on the altar. And when all the people saw it, they shouted and fell facedown on the ground.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Focusing on God's Glory

				[image: Getz0118.png]

				#8 Spiritual leaders are always to help God's people to worship and glorify God. 

				As leaders, Moses and Aaron served as God's chosen instruments to convey God's glory to the children of Israel. As"fire came from the Lord," the people were so overwhelmed that they"fell facedown on the ground" (v. 24). At this point, it would have been easy for Moses and Aaron to take credit for this miraculous manifestation. The children of Israel were prone to engage in idolatry—whether worshiping human beings or idols. They had observed and engaged in this kind of worship in Egypt for hundreds of years!

				Paul and Barnabas faced this kind of situation in Lystra. Through God's power, Paul healed a crippled man, and the people in this pagan city began to worship these two missionaries, concluding they were Greek gods. Paul and Barnabas were so mortified that they"rushed into the crowd, shouting" that they were mere men who were proclaiming a message regarding"the living God" (Ac 14:14-15). 

				All spiritual leaders face the temptation to accept glory that belongs only to God. But even though the Scriptures teach that we are to"outdo one another in showing honor" (Rm 12:10), we are never to honor spiritual leaders above God.  (See Ac #26:Glorifying God.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can spiritual leaders accept respect and honor and yet continue to focus people's attention on God?  (See Ex #7:Serving in God's Strength.)

				

				

				

				

	

Nadab and Abihu

				10 Aaron's sons Nadab and Abihu each took his own firepan, put fire in it, placed incense on it, and presented unauthorized fire before the Lord, which He had not commanded them to do. 2 Then fire came from the Lord and burned them to death before the Lord. 3 So Moses said to Aaron,"This is what the Lord meant when He said:

				

				I will show My holinessaw

				to those who are near Me,

				and I will reveal My gloryax

				before all the people."

				

				But Aaron remained silent.

				4 Moses summoned Mishael and Elzaphan, sons of Aaron's uncle Uzziel, and said to them,"Come here and carry your relatives away from the front of the sanctuary to a place outside the camp." 5 So they came forward and carried them in their tunics outside the camp, as Moses had said.

				6 Then Moses said to Aaron and his sons Eleazar and Ithamar,"Do not let your hair hang loose and do not tear your garments, or else you will die, and the Lord will become angry with the whole community. However, your brothers, the whole house of Israel, may mourn over that tragedy when the Lord sent the fire. 7 You must not go outside the entrance to the tent of meeting or you will die, for the Lord's anointing oil is on you." So they did as Moses said.

				A Principle to Live By - Judgment for Sin

				[image: Getz0119.png]

				#9 We must not allow exceptional acts of discipline to cause us to view God as impatient and unmerciful. 

				What happened to Nadab and Abihu was an exception. Though we do not know specifically what they did and why they did it, we can be sure that it was a blatant and continual act of disobedience.

				We have one New Testament illustration that is similar. Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Holy Spirit in full view of all that God was doing in revealing His power through the Holy Spirit (Ac 5:1-11). Again, their immediate judgment was an exception. God was making a powerful statement, a warning to others who deliberately violate His will in the face of God's powerful revelations.  (See Ac #9:Honesty and Integrity.)

				In the total biblical story, God is very patient and long-suffering. However, under certain circumstances, He will judge sins severely. Consider what Paul wrote to the Corinthians:

				Don't you yourselves know that you are God's sanctuary and that the Spirit of God lives in you? If anyone destroys God's sanctuary, God will destroy him; for God's sanctuary is holy, and that is what you are. (1Co 3:16-17) 

				Later in this same letter, Paul stated that God had judged some of the Corinthians because they had deliberately violated God's will in terms of taking the Lord's Supper:

				This is why many are sick and ill among you, and many have fallen asleep. (1Co 11:30) 

				These are indeed exceptions. However, it does reveal that God still disciplines His children when they sin persistently, deliberately, openly, and unabashedly. 

				Reflection and Response

				How do we help Christians who have a very sensitive conscience and who overreact to these exceptional acts of discipline? Conversely, how do we help Christians who tend to take advantage of God's love and grace? 

				

				

	

Regulations for Priests

				8 The Lord spoke to Aaron: 9 "You and your sons are not to drink wine or beer when you enter the tent of meeting, or else you will die; this is a permanent statute throughout your generations. 10 You must distinguish between the holy and the common, and the •clean and the •unclean, 11 and teach the Israelites all the statutes that the Lord has given to them through Moses."

				12 Moses spoke to Aaron and his remaining sons, Eleazar and Ithamar:"Take the •grain offering that is left over from the fire offerings to the Lord, and eat it prepared without yeast beside the altar, because it is especially holy. 13 You must eat it in a holy place because it is your portionay and your sons' from the fire offerings to the Lord, for this is what I was commanded. 14 But you and your sons and your daughters may eat the breast of the presentation offering and the thigh of the contribution in any ceremonially clean place, because these portions have been assigned to you and your children from the Israelites' •fellowship sacrifices. 15 They are to bring the thigh of the contribution and the breast of the presentation offering, together with the offerings of fat portions made by fire, to wave as a presentation offering before the Lord. It will belong permanently to you and your children, as the Lord commanded."

				16 Later, Moses inquired about the male goat of the •sin offering, but it had already been burned up. He was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron's surviving sons, and asked, 17 "Why didn't you eat the sin offering in the sanctuary area? For it is especially holy, and He has assigned it to you to take away the •guilt of the community and make •atonement for them before the Lord. 18 Since its blood was not brought inside the sanctuary, you should have eaten it in the sanctuary area, as I commanded."

				19 But Aaron replied to Moses,"See, today they presented their sin offering and their •burnt offering before the Lord. Since these things have happened to me, if I had eaten the sin offering today, would it have been acceptable in the Lord's sight?" 20 When Moses heard this, it was acceptable to him.az

				

	

Clean and Unclean Land Animals

				11 The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron: 2 "Tell the Israelites: You may eat all these kinds of land animals.3 You may eat any animal with divided hooves and that chews the cud. 4 But among the ones that chew the cud or have divided hooves you are not to eat these:

				

				the camel, though it chews the cud,

				does not have divided hooves — it is •unclean for you;

				5 the hyrax, though it chews the cud,

				does not have hooves — it is unclean for you;

				6 the hare, though it chews the cud,

				does not have hooves — it is unclean for you;

				7 the pig, though it has divided hooves,

				does not chew the cud — it is unclean for you.

				

				8 Do not eat any of their meat or touch their carcasses — they are unclean for you.

				

	

Clean and Unclean Aquatic Animals

				9 "This is what you may eat from all that is in the water: You may eat everything in the water that has fins and scales, whether in the seas or streams. 10 But these are to be detestable to you: everything in the seas or streams that does not have fins and scales among all the swarming things and other living creatures in the water. 11 They are to remain detestable to you; you must not eat any of their meat, and you must detest their carcasses. 12 Everything in the water that does not have fins and scales will be detestable to you.

				

	

Unclean Birds

				13 "You are to detest these birds. They must not be eaten because they are detestable:

				

				the eagle,ba the beardedbb vulture,

				the black vulture,bc 14 the kite,bd

				any kind of falcon,be

				15 every kind of raven, 16 the ostrich,bf

				the short-eared owl,bg the gull,bh

				any kind of hawk,

				17 the littlebi owl, the cormorant,bj

				the long-eared owl,bk

				18 the whitebl owl, the desert owl,bm

				the osprey,bn 19 the stork,bo

				any kind of heron,bp

				the hoopoe, and the bat.

				

	

Clean and Unclean Flying Insects

				20 "All winged insects that walk on all fours are to be detestable to you. 21 But you may eat these kinds of all the winged insects that walk on all fours: those that have jointed legs above their feet for hopping on the ground. 22 You may eat these:

				

				any kind of locust, katydid, cricket, and grasshopper.

				

				23 All other winged insects that have four feet are to be detestable to you.

				

	

Purification after Touching Dead Animals

				24 "These will make you unclean. Whoever touches their carcasses will be unclean until evening, 25 and whoever carries any of their carcasses must wash his clothes and will be unclean until evening. 26 All animals that have hooves but do not have a divided hoof and do not chew the cud are unclean for you. Whoever touches them becomes unclean. 27 All the four-footed animals that walk on their paws are unclean for you. Whoever touches their carcasses will be unclean until evening, 28 and anyone who carries their carcasses must wash his clothes and will be unclean until evening. They are unclean for you.

				29 "These creatures that swarm on the ground are unclean for you:

				

				the weasel,bq the mouse,

				any kind of large lizard,br

				30 the gecko, the monitor lizard,bs

				the common lizard,bt the skink,bu

				and the chameleon.bv

				

				31 These are unclean for you among all the swarming creatures. Whoever touches them when they are dead will be unclean until evening. 32 When any one of them dies and falls on anything it becomes unclean — any item of wood, clothing, leather, •sackcloth, or any implement used for work. It is to be rinsed with water and will remain unclean until evening; then it will be •clean. 33 If any of them falls into any clay pot, everything in it will become unclean; you must break it. 34 Any edible food coming into contact with that unclean water will become unclean, and any drinkable liquid in any container will become unclean. 35 Anything one of their carcasses falls on will become unclean. If it is an oven or stove, it must be smashed; it is unclean and will remain unclean for you. 36 A spring or cistern containing water will remain clean, but someone who touches a carcass in it will become unclean. 37 If one of their carcasses falls on any seed that is to be sown, it is clean; 38 but if water has been put on the seed and one of their carcasses falls on it, it is unclean for you.

				39 "If one of the animals that you use for food dies, anyone who touches its carcass will be unclean until evening. 40 Anyone who eats some of its carcass must wash his clothes and will be unclean until evening. Anyone who carries its carcass must wash his clothes and will be unclean until evening.

				

	

Unclean Swarming Creatures

				41 "All the creatures that swarm on the earth are detestable; they must not be eaten. 42 Do not eat any of the creatures that swarm on the earth, anything that moves on its belly or walks on all fours or on many feet,bw for they are detestable. 43 Do not become contaminated by any creature that swarms; do not become unclean or defiled by them. 44 For I am Yahweh your God, so you must consecrate yourselves and be holy because I am holy. You must not defile yourselves by any swarming creature that crawls on the ground. 45 For I am Yahweh, who brought you up from the land of Egypt to be your God, so you must be holy because I am holy.

				46 "This is the law concerning animals, birds, all living creatures that move in the water, and all creatures that swarm on the ground, 47 in order to distinguish between the unclean and the clean, between the animals that may be eaten and those that may not be eaten."

				A Principle to Live By - Dietary Laws

				[image: Getz0120.png]

				#10 Though some of the dietary laws in the Old Testament have practical value, we must not make these requirements absolute in today's world.

				God did not give the Israelites specific reasons for the laws of"unclean" foods, although some had hygienic issues. However, they had spiritual value—they established Israel's identity as God's chosen people, set apart from the pagan nations around them. 

				When Jesus came to establish a new covenant and to create one family of believers, including Jews and Gentiles, the New Testament writers made it clear that these dietary laws were no longer in force. For example, Paul warned Timothy about certain false teachers:

				They forbid marriage and demand abstinence from foods that God created to be received with gratitude by those who believe and know the truth. For everything created by God is good, and nothing should be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, since it is sanctified by the word of God and by prayer. (1Tm 4:3-5; see also Mk 7:18-19.)  (See 1Tm #8:False Doctrine.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though God gives unusual freedom in terms of what we can eat, why is it important to be cautious under certain circumstances?  (See Rm #29:Protecting One Another.)

				

				

	

Purification after Childbirth

				12 The Lord spoke to Moses: 2 "Tell the Israelites: When a woman becomes pregnant and gives birth to a male child, she will be •unclean seven days, as she is during the days of her menstrual impurity. 3 The flesh of his foreskin must be circumcised on the eighth day. 4 She will continue in purification from her bleeding for 33 days. She must not touch any holy thing or go into the sanctuary until completing her days of purification. 5 But if she gives birth to a female child, she will be unclean for two weeks as she is during her menstrual impurity. She will continue in purification from her bleeding for 66 days.

				6 "When her days of purification are complete, whether for a son or daughter, she is to bring to the priest at the entrance to the tent of meeting a year-old male lamb for a •burnt offering, and a young pigeon or a turtledove for a •sinbx offering. 7 He will present them before the Lord and make •atonement on her behalf; she will be •clean from her discharge of blood. This is the law for a woman giving birth, whether to a male or female. 8 But if she doesn't have sufficient meansby for a sheep, she may take two turtledoves or two young pigeons, one for a burnt offering and the other for a sinbz offering. Then the priest will make atonement on her behalf, and she will be clean."

				

	

Skin Diseases

				13 The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron: 2 "When a person has a swelling,ca scab,cb or spot on the skin of his body, and it becomes a disease on the skin of his body, he is to be brought to Aaron the priest or to one of his sons, the priests. 3 The priest will examine the infection on the skin of his body. If the hair in the infection has turned white and the infection appears to be deeper than the skin of his body, it is a skin disease. After the priest examines him, he must pronounce him •unclean. 4 But if the spot on the skin of his body is white and does not appear to be deeper than the skin, and the hair in it has not turned white, the priest must quarantine the infected person for seven days. 5 The priest will then reexamine him on the seventh day. If he sees that the infection remains unchanged and has not spread on the skin, the priest must quarantine him for another seven days. 6 The priest will examine him again on the seventh day. If the infection has faded and has not spread on the skin, the priest is to pronounce him •clean; it is a scab. The person is to wash his clothes and will become clean. 7 But if the scab spreads further on his skin after he has presented himself to the priest for his cleansing, he must present himself again to the priest. 8 The priest will examine him, and if the scab has spread on the skin, then the priest must pronounce him unclean; he has a skin disease.

				9 "When a skin disease develops on a person, he is to be brought to the priest. 10 The priest will examine him. If there is a white swelling on the skin that has turned the hair white, and there is a patch of raw flesh in the swelling, 11 it is a chronic disease on the skin of his body, and the priest must pronounce him unclean. He need not quarantine him, for he is unclean. 12 But if the skin disease breaks out all over the skin so that it covers all the skin of the infected person from his head to his feet so far as the priest can see, 13 the priest will look, and if the skin disease has covered his entire body, he is to pronounce the infected person clean. Since he has turned totally white, he is clean. 14 But whenever raw flesh appears on him, he will be unclean. 15 When the priest examines the raw flesh, he must pronounce him unclean. Raw flesh is unclean; it is a skin disease. 16 But if the raw flesh changescc andcd turns white, he must go to the priest. 17 The priest will examine him, and if the infection has turned white, the priest must pronounce the infected person clean; he is clean.

				18 "When a boil appears on the skin of one's body and it heals, 19 and a white swelling or a reddish-white spot develops where the boil was, the person must present himself to the priest. 20 The priest will make an examination, and if the spot seems to be beneath the skin and the hair in it has turned white, the priest must pronounce him unclean; it is a skin disease that has broken out in the boil. 21 But when the priest examines it, if there is no white hair in it, and it is not beneath the skin but is faded, the priest must quarantine him seven days. 22 If it spreads further on the skin, the priest must pronounce him unclean; it is an infection. 23 But if the spot remains where it is and does not spread, it is only the scar from the boil. The priest is to pronounce him clean.

				24 "When there is a burn on the skin of one's body produced by fire, and the patch made raw by the burn becomes reddish-white or white, 25 the priest is to examine it. If the hair in the spot has turned white and the spot appears to be deeper than the skin, it is a skin disease that has broken out in the burn. The priest must pronounce him unclean; it is a skin disease. 26 But when the priest examines it, if there is no white hair in the spot and it is not beneath the skin but is faded, the priest must quarantine him seven days. 27 The priest will reexamine him on the seventh day. If it has spread further on the skin, the priest must pronounce him unclean; it is a skin disease. 28 But if the spot has remained where it was and has not spread on the skin but is faded, it is the swelling from the burn. The priest is to pronounce him clean, for it is only the scar from the burn.

				29 "When a man or woman has an infection on the head or chin, 30 the priest must examine the infection. If it appears to be deeper than the skin, and the hair in it is yellow and sparse, the priest must pronounce the person unclean. It is a scaly outbreak,ce a skin disease of the head or chin. 31 When the priest examines the scaly infection, if it does not appear to be deeper than the skin, and there is no black hair in it, the priest must quarantine the person with the scaly infection for seven days. 32 The priest will reexamine the infection on the seventh day. If the scaly outbreak has not spread and there is no yellow hair in it and it does not appear to be deeper than the skin, 33 the person must shave himself but not shave the scaly area. Then the priest must quarantine the person who has the scaly outbreak for another seven days. 34 The priest will examine the scaly outbreak on the seventh day, and if it has not spread on the skin and does not appear to be deeper than the skin, the priest is to pronounce the person clean. He is to wash his clothes, and he will be clean. 35 But if the scaly outbreak spreads further on the skin after his cleansing, 36 the priest is to examine the person. If the scaly outbreak has spread on the skin, the priest does not need to look for yellow hair; the person is unclean. 37 But if as far as he can see, the scaly outbreak remains unchanged and black hair has grown in it, then it has healed; he is clean. The priest is to pronounce the person clean.

				38 "When a man or a woman has white spots on the skin of the body, 39 the priest is to make an examination. If the spots on the skin of the body are dull white, it is only a rashcf that has broken out on the skin; the person is clean.

				40 "If a man loses the hair of his head, he is bald, but he is clean. 41 Or if he loses the hair at his hairline, he is bald on his forehead, but he is clean. 42 But if there is a reddish-white infection on the bald head or forehead, it is a skin disease breaking out on his head or forehead. 43 The priest is to examine him, and if the swelling of the infection on his bald head or forehead is reddish-white, like the appearance of a skin disease on his body, 44 the man is afflicted with a skin disease; he is unclean. The priest must pronounce him unclean; the infection is on his head.

				45 "The person afflicted with an infectious skin disease is to have his clothes torn and his hair hanging loose, and he must cover his mouth and cry out, 'Unclean, unclean! ' 46 He will remain unclean as long as he has the infection; he is unclean. He must live alone in a place outside the camp.

				

	

Contaminated Fabrics

				47 "If a fabric is contaminated with mildew — in wool or linen fabric, 48 in the warp or woof of linen or wool, or in leather or anything made of leather — 49 and if the contamination is green or red in the fabric, the leather, the warp, the woof, or any leather article, it is a mildew contamination and is to be shown to the priest. 50 The priest is to examine the contamination and quarantine the contaminated fabric for seven days. 51 The priest is to reexamine the contamination on the seventh day. If it has spread in the fabric, the warp, the woof, or the leather, regardless of how it is used, the contamination is harmful mildew; it is unclean. 52 He is to burn the fabric, the warp or woof in wool or linen, or any leather article, which is contaminated. Since it is harmful mildew it must be burned up.

				53 "When the priest examines it, if the contamination has not spread in the fabric, the warp or woof, or any leather article, 54 the priest is to order whatever is contaminated to be washed and quarantined for another seven days. 55 After it has been washed, the priest is to reexamine the contamination. If the appearance of the contaminated article has not changed, it is unclean. Even though the contamination has not spread, you must burn up the fabric. It is a funguscg on the front or back of the fabric.

				56 "If the priest examines it, and the contamination has faded after it has been washed, he must cut the contaminated section out of the fabric, the leather, or the warp or woof. 57 But if it reappears in the fabric, the warp or woof, or any leather article, it has broken out again. You must burn up whatever is contaminated. 58 But if the contamination disappears from the fabric, the warp or woof, or any leather article, which have been washed, it is to be washed again, and it will be clean.

				59 "This is the law concerning a mildew contamination in wool or linen fabric, warp or woof, or any leather article, in order to pronounce it clean or unclean."

				

	

Cleansing of Skin Diseases

				14 The Lord spoke to Moses: 2 "This is the law concerning the person afflicted with a skin disease on the day of his cleansing. He is to be brought to the priest, 3 who will go outside the camp and examine him. If the skin disease has disappeared from the afflicted person,ch 4 the priest will order that two live •clean birds, cedar wood, scarlet yarn, and hyssop be brought for the one who is to be cleansed. 5 Then the priest will order that one of the birds be slaughtered over fresh water in a clay pot. 6 He is to take the live bird together with the cedar wood, scarlet yarn, and hyssop, and dip them all into the blood of the bird that was slaughtered over the fresh water. 7 He will then sprinkle the blood seven times on the one who is to be cleansed from the skin disease. He is to pronounce him clean and release the live bird over the open countryside. 8 The one who is to be cleansed must wash his clothes, shave off all his hair, and bathe with water; he is clean. Afterward he may enter the camp, but he must remain outside his tent for seven days. 9 He is to shave off all his hair again on the seventh day: his head, his beard, his eyebrows, and the rest of his hair. He is to wash his clothes and bathe himself with water; he is clean.

				10 "On the eighth day he must take two unblemished male lambs, an unblemished year-old ewe lamb, a •grain offering of three quartsci of fine flour mixed with olive oil, and one-third of a quartcj of olive oil. 11 The priest who performs the cleansing will place the person who is to be cleansed, together with these offerings, before the Lord at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 12 The priest is to take one male lamb and present it as a •restitution offering, along with the one-third quartck of olive oil, and he must wave them as a presentation offering before the Lord. 13 He is to slaughter the male lamb at the place in the sanctuary area where the •sin offering and •burnt offering are slaughtered, for like the sin offering, the restitution offering belongs to the priest; it is especially holy. 14 The priest is to take some of the blood from the restitution offering and put it on the lobe of the right ear of the one to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot. 15 Then the priest will take some of the one-third quartcl of olive oil and pour it into his left palm. 16 The priest will dip his right finger into the oil in his left palm and sprinkle some of the oil with his finger seven times before the Lord. 17 From the oil remaining in his palm the priest will put some on the lobe of the right ear of the one to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot, on top of the blood of the restitution offering. 18 What is left of the oil in the priest's palm he is to put on the head of the one to be cleansed. In this way the priest will make •atonement for him before the Lord. 19 The priest must sacrifice the sin offering and make atonement for the one to be cleansed from his uncleanness. Afterward he will slaughter the burnt offering. 20 The priest is to offer the burnt offering and the grain offering on the altar. The priest will make atonement for him, and he will be clean.

				21 "But if he is poor and cannot afford these,cm he is to take one male lamb for a restitution offering to be waved in order to make atonement for him, along with two quartscn of fine flour mixed with olive oil for a grain offering, one-third of a quartco of olive oil, 22 and two turtledoves or two young pigeons, whatever he can afford,cp one to be a sin offering and the other a burnt offering. 23 On the eighth day he is to bring these things for his cleansing to the priest at the entrance to the tent of meeting before the Lord. 24 The priest will take the male lamb for the restitution offering and the one-third quartcq of olive oil, and wave them as a presentation offering before the Lord. 25 After he slaughters the male lamb for the restitution offering, the priest is to take some of the blood of the restitution offering and put it on the right earlobe of the one to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot. 26 Then the priest will pour some of the oil into his left palm. 27 With his right finger the priest will sprinkle some of the oil in his left palm seven times before the Lord. 28 The priest will also put some of the oil in his palm on the right earlobe of the one to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot, on the same place as the blood of the restitution offering. 29 What is left of the oil in the priest's palm he is to put on the head of the one to be cleansed to make atonement for him before the Lord. 30 He must then sacrifice one type of what he can afford,cr either the turtledoves or young pigeons, 31 one as a sin offering and the other as a burnt offering, sacrificing what he can afford cs, ct together with the grain offering. In this way the priest will make atonement before the Lord for the one to be cleansed. 32 This is the law for someone who hascu a skin disease and cannot affordcv the cost of his cleansing."

				

	

Cleansing of Contaminated Objects

				33 The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron: 34 "When you enter the land of Canaan that I am giving you as a possession, and I place a mildew contamination in a house in the land you possess,cw 35 the owner of the house is to come and tell the priest: Something like mildew contamination has appearedcx in my house. 36 The priest must order them to clear the house before he enters to examine the contamination, so that nothing in the house becomes •unclean. Afterward the priest will come to examine the house. 37 He will examine it, and if the contamination in the walls of the house consists of green or red indentationscy that appear to be beneath the surface of the wall, 38 the priest is to go outside the house to its doorway and quarantine the house for seven days. 39 The priest is to return on the seventh day and examine it. If the contamination has spread on the walls of the house, 40 the priest must order that the stones with the contamination be pulled out and thrown into an unclean place outside the city. 41 He is to have the inside of the house completely scraped, and the plastercz that is scraped off must be dumped in an unclean place outside the city. 42 Then they must take different stones to replace the former ones and take additional plasterda to replaster the house.

				43 "If the contamination reappears in the house after the stones have been pulled out, and after the house has been scraped and replastered, 44 the priest must come and examine it. If the contamination has spread in the house, it is harmful mildew; the house is unclean. 45 It must be torn down with its stones, its beams, and all its plaster, and taken outside the city to an unclean place. 46 Whoever enters the house during any of the days the priest quarantines it will be unclean until evening. 47 Whoever lies down in the house is to wash his clothes, and whoever eats in it is to wash his clothes.

				48 "But when the priest comes and examines it, if the contamination has not spread in the house after it was replastered, he is to pronounce the house clean because the contamination has disappeared.db 49 He is to take two birds, cedar wood, scarlet yarn, and hyssop to purify the house, 50 and he is to slaughter one of the birds over a clay pot containing fresh water. 51 He will take the cedar wood, the hyssop, the scarlet yarn, and the live bird, dip them in the blood of the slaughtered bird and the fresh water, and sprinkle the house seven times. 52 He will purify the house with the blood of the bird, the fresh water, the live bird, the cedar wood, the hyssop, and the scarlet yarn. 53 Then he is to release the live bird into the open countryside outside the city. In this way he will make atonement for the house, and it will be clean.

				54 "This is the law for any skin disease or mildew, for a scaly outbreak,dc 55 for mildew in clothing or on a house, 56 and for a swelling, scab, or spot, 57 to determine when something is unclean or clean. This is the law regarding skin disease and mildew."

				

	

Bodily Discharges

				15 The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron: 2 "Speak to the Israelites and tell them: When any man has a discharge from his body, he is •unclean. 3 This is uncleanness of his discharge: Whether his body secretes the discharge or retains it, he is unclean. All the days that his body secretes or retains anything because of his discharge, dd he is unclean. 4 Any bed the man with the discharge lies on will be unclean, and any furniture he sits on will be unclean. 5 Anyone who touches his bed is to wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will remain unclean until evening. 6 Whoever sits on furniture that the man with the discharge was sitting on is to wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will remain unclean until evening. 7 Whoever touches the body of the man with a discharge is to wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will remain unclean until evening. 8 If the man with the discharge spits on anyone who is •clean, he is to wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will remain unclean until evening. 9 Any saddle the man with the discharge rides on will be unclean. 10 Whoever touches anything that was under him will be unclean until evening, and whoever carries such things is to wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will remain unclean until evening. 11 If the man with the discharge touches anyone without first rinsing his hands in water, the person who was touched is to wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will remain unclean until evening. 12 Any clay pot that the man with the discharge touches must be broken, while any wooden utensil must be rinsed with water.

				13 "When the man with the discharge has been cured of it, he is to count seven days for his cleansing, wash his clothes, and bathe his body in fresh water; he will be clean. 14 He must take two turtledoves or two young pigeons on the eighth day, come before the Lord at the entrance to the tent of meeting, and give them to the priest. 15 The priest is to sacrifice them, one as a •sin offering and the other as a •burnt offering. In this way the priest will make •atonement for him before the Lord because of his discharge.

				16 "When a man has an emission of semen, he is to bathe himself completely with water, and he will remain unclean until evening. 17 Any clothing or leather on which there is an emission of semen must be washed with water, and it will remain unclean until evening. 18 If a man sleeps with a woman and has an emission of semen, both of them are to bathe with water, and they will remain unclean until evening.

				19 "When a woman has a discharge, and it consists of blood from her body, she will be unclean because of her menstruation for seven days. Everyone who touches her will be unclean until evening. 20 Anything she lies on during her menstruation will become unclean, and anything she sits on will become unclean. 21 Everyone who touches her bed is to wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will remain unclean until evening. 22 Everyone who touches any furniture she was sitting on is to wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will remain unclean until evening. 23 If discharge is on the bed or the furniture she was sitting on, when he touches it he will be unclean until evening. 24 If a man sleeps with her, and blood from her menstruation gets on him, he will be unclean for seven days, and every bed he lies on will become unclean.

				25 "When a woman has a discharge of her blood for many days, though it is not the time of her menstruation, or if she has a discharge beyond her period, she will be unclean all the days of her unclean discharge, as she is during the days of her menstruation. 26 Any bed she lies on during the days of her discharge will be like her bed during menstrual impurity; any furniture she sits on will be unclean as in her menstrual period. 27 Everyone who touches them will be unclean; he must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will remain unclean until evening. 28 When she is cured of her discharge, she is to count seven days, and after that she will be clean. 29 On the eighth day she must take two turtledoves or two young pigeons and bring them to the priest at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 30 The priest is to sacrifice one as a sin offering and the other as a burnt offering. In this way the priest will make atonement for her before the Lord because of her unclean discharge.

				31 "You must keep the Israelites from their uncleanness, so that they do not die by defiling My tabernacle that is among them. 32 This is the law for someone with a discharge: a man who has an emission of semen, becoming unclean by it; 33 a woman who is in her menstrual period; anyone who has a discharge, whether male or female; and a man who sleeps with an unclean woman."

				

	

The Day of Atonement

				16 The Lord spoke to Moses after the death of two of Aaron's sons when they approached the presence of de the Lord and died. 2 The Lord said to Moses:"Tell your brother Aaron that he may not come whenever he wants into the holy place behind the veil in front of the •mercy seat on the ark or else he will die, because I appear in the cloud above the mercy seat.

				3 "Aaron is to enter the most holy place in this way: with a young bull for a •sin offering and a ram for a •burnt offering. 4 He is to wear a holy linen tunic, and linen undergarments are to be on his body. He must tie a linen sash around him and wrap his head with a linen turban. These are holy garments; he must bathe his body with water before he wears them. 5 He is to take from the Israelite community two male goats for a sin offering and one ram for a burnt offering.

				6 "Aaron will present the bull for his sin offering and make •atonement for himself and his household. 7 Next he will take the two goats and place them before the Lord at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 8 After Aaron casts lots for the two goats, one lot for the Lord and the other for azazel, 9 he is to present the goat chosen by lot for the Lord and sacrifice it as a sin offering. 10 But the goat chosen by lot for azazel is to be presented alive before the Lord to make purification with it by sending it into the wilderness for azazel.

				11 "When Aaron presents the bull for his sin offering and makes atonement for himself and his household, he will slaughter the bull for his sin offering. 12 Then he must take a firepan full of fiery coals from the altar before the Lord and two handfuls of finely ground fragrant incense, and bring them inside the veil. 13 He is to put the incense on the fire before the Lord, so that the cloud of incense covers the mercy seat that is over the •testimony, or else he will die. 14 He is to take some of the bull's blood and sprinkle it with his finger against the east side of the mercy seat; then he will sprinkle some of the blood with his finger before the mercy seat seven times.

				15 "When he slaughters the male goat for the people's sin offering and brings its blood inside the veil, he must do the same with its blood as he did with the bull's blood: he is to sprinkle it against the mercy seat and in front of it. 16 He will purify the most holy place in this way for all their sins because of the Israelites' impurities and rebellious acts. He will do the same for the tent of meeting that remains among them, because it is surrounded by their impurities. 17 No one may be in the tent of meeting from the time he enters to make atonement in the most holy place until he leaves after he has made atonement for himself, his household, and the whole assembly of Israel. 18 Then he will go out to the altar that is before the Lord and make atonement for it. He is to take some of the bull's blood and some of the goat's blood and put it on the horns on all sides of the altar. 19 He is to sprinkle some of the blood on it with his finger seven times to cleanse and set it apart from the Israelites' impurities.

				20 "When he has finished purifying the most holy place, the tent of meeting, and the altar, he is to present the live male goat. 21 Aaron will lay both his hands on the head of the live goat and confess over it all the Israelites' wrongdoings and rebellious acts — all their sins. He is to put them on the goat's head and send it away into the wilderness by the man appointed for the task.df 22 The goat will carry on it all their wrongdoings into a desolate land, and he will release it there.

				23 "Then Aaron is to enter the tent of meeting, take off the linen garments he wore when he entered the most holy place, and leave them there. 24 He will bathe his body with water in a holy place and put on his clothes. Then he must go out and sacrifice his burnt offering and the people's burnt offering; he will make atonement for himself and for the people. 25 He is to burn the fat of the sin offering on the altar. 26 The man who released the goat for azazel is to wash his clothes and bathe his body with water; afterward he may reenter the camp. 27 The bull for the sin offering and the goat for the sin offering, whose blood was brought into the most holy place to make atonement, must be brought outside the camp and their hide, flesh, and dung burned up. 28 The one who burns them is to wash his clothes and bathe himself with water; afterward he may reenter the camp.

				29 "This is to be a permanent statute for you: In the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month you are to practice self-denial and do no work, both the native and the foreigner who resides among you. 30 Atonement will be made for you on this day to cleanse you, and you will be •clean from all your sins before the Lord. 31 It is a Sabbath of complete rest for you, and you must practice self-denial; it is a permanent statute. 32 The priest who is anointed and ordaineddg to serve as high priest in place of his father will make atonement. He will put on the linen garments, the holy garments, 33 and purify the most holy place. He will purify the tent of meeting and the altar and will make atonement for the priests and all the people of the assembly. 34 This is to be a permanent statute for you, to make atonement for the Israelites once a year because of all their sins." And all this was done as the Lord commanded Moses.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Privilege and Responsibility 

				[image: Getz0121.png]

				#11 We should never neglect the marvelous access we have to enter God's holy presence and to communicate our deepest thoughts and feelings.

				Under the old covenant, only the high priest could enter God's presence in"the most holy place" (v. 3)—the holy of holies—and only after engaging in extensive rituals for purification (vv. 4-28). Even then, he could only enter once a year. However, the Levitical laws were fulfilled and superseded when Jesus Christ offered Himself as the perfect sacrificial lamb. Again, the author of Hebrews summarized what happened in that incredible moment when Christ died:

				He entered the most holy place once for all, not by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood, having obtained eternal redemption. (Heb 9:12) 

				Because of this wonderful provision, we must never neglect this privilege—individually, as families, and as a local church:

				Therefore, brothers, since we have boldness to enter the sanctuary through the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way He has opened for us through the curtain (that is, His flesh), and since we have a great high priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed in pure water. (Heb 10:19-22) 

				Reflection and Response

				As Christians, why do we often fail to take advantage of our privilege to enter God's presence?

				

				

	

Forbidden Sacrifices

				17 The Lord spoke to Moses: 2 "Speak to Aaron, his sons, and all the Israelites and tell them: This is what the Lord has commanded: 3 Anyone from the house of Israel who slaughters an ox, sheep, or goat in the camp, or slaughters it outside the camp, 4 instead of bringing it to the entrance to the tent of meeting to present it as an offering to the Lord before His tabernacle — that person will be considered •guilty.dh He has shed blood and must be cut off from his people. 5 This is so the Israelites will bring to the Lord the sacrifices they have been offering in the open country. They are to bring them to the priest at the entrance to the tent of meeting and offer them as •fellowship sacrifices to the Lord. 6 The priest will then sprinkle the blood on the Lord's altar at the entrance to the tent of meeting and burn the fat as a pleasing aroma to the Lord. 7 They must no longer offer their sacrifices to the goat-demons that they have prostituted themselves with. This will be a permanent statute for them throughout their generations.

				8 "Say to them: Anyone from the house of Israel or from the foreigners who live among them who offers a •burnt offering or a sacrifice 9 but does not bring it to the entrance to the tent of meeting to sacrifice it to the Lord, that person must be cut off from his people.

				

	

Eating Blood and Carcasses Prohibited

				10 "Anyone from the house of Israel or from the foreigners who live among them who eats any blood, I will turndi against that person who eats blood and cut him off from his people. 11 For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have appointed it to you to make •atonement on the altar fordj your lives, since it is the lifeblood that makes atonement.12 Therefore I say to the Israelites: None of you and no foreigner who lives among you may eat blood.

				13 "Any Israelite or foreigner living among them, who hunts down a wild animal or bird that may be eaten must drain its blood and cover it with dirt. 14 Since the life of every creature is its blood, I have told the Israelites: You must not eat the blood of any creature, because the life of every creature is its blood; whoever eats it must be cut off.

				15 "Every person, whether the native or the foreigner, who eats an animal that died a natural death or was mauled by wild beasts is to wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will remain •unclean until evening; then he will be •clean. 16 But if he does not wash his clothes and bathe himself, he will bear his punishment."

				A Principle to Live By - The Blood of Christ

				#12 We must always uphold the great biblical truth that we can only experience forgiveness through the shed blood of Christ.  (Review Lv #6: Unintentional Sins
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				Because the flow of blood was associated with life and the shedding of blood meant death, blood symbolized life. In the old covenant, blood was for sacrifices—a life for a life—not for eating. The author of Hebrews summarized this Old Testament prescription:

				According to the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. (Heb 9:22) 

				The blood of goats and bulls was a temporary solution under the old covenant. The blood of these sacrificial animals had to be shed again and again to accomplish forgiveness. However, when Jesus Christ came, He shed His blood once for all:

				But the Messiah has appeared, high priest of the good things that have come. In the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands (that is, not of this creation), He entered the most holy place once for all, not by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood, having obtained eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a young cow, sprinkling those who are defiled, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, how much more will the blood of the Messiah, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse our consciences from dead works to serve the living God? (Heb 9:11-14; see also Eph 
1:7-8.)  (Review Lv #7: A Living Sacrifice)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some churches bypass this great biblical truth regarding the shed blood of Christ and seldom, if ever, mention or discuss it?

				

				

	

Prohibited Pagan Practices

				18 •Yahweh spoke to Moses: 2 "Speak to the Israelites and tell them: I am Yahweh your God.3 Do not follow the practices of the land of Egypt, where you used to live, or follow the practices of the land of Canaan, where I am bringing you. You must not follow their customs.4 You are to practice My ordinances and you are to keep My statutes by following them; I am Yahweh your God. 5 Keep My statutes and ordinances; a person will live if he does them. I am Yahweh.

				6 "You are not to come near any close relativedk for sexual intercourse; I am Yahweh. 7 You are not to shame your father by having sex with your mother. She is your mother; you must not have sexual intercourse with her. 8 You are not to have sex with your father's wife; it will shame your father. 9 You are not to have sexual intercourse with your sister, either your father's daughter or your mother's, whether born at home or born elsewhere. You are not to have sex with her. 10 You are not to have sexual intercourse with your son's daughter or your daughter's daughter, because it will shame your family.dl 11 You are not to have sexual intercourse with your father's wife's daughter, who is adopted bydm your father; she is your sister. 12 You are not to have sexual intercourse with your father's sister; she is your father's close relative. 13 You are not to have sexual intercourse with your mother's sister, for she is your mother's close relative. 14 You are not to shame your father's brother by coming near his wife to have sexual intercourse; she is your aunt. 15 You are not to have sexual intercourse with your daughter-in-law. She is your son's wife; you are not to have sex with her. 16 You are not to have sexual intercourse with your brother's wife; it will shame your brother. 17 You are not to have sexual intercourse with a woman and her daughter. You are not to marry her son's daughter or her daughter's daughter and have sex with her. They are close relatives; it is depraved. 18 You are not to marry a woman as a rival to her sister and have sexual intercourse with her during her sister's lifetime.

				19 "You are not to come near a woman during her menstrual impurity to have sexual intercourse with her. 20 You are not to have sexual intercourse withdn your neighbor's wife, defiling yourself with her.

				21 "You are not to make any of your children pass through the fire to •Molech. Do not profane the name of your God; I am Yahweh. 22 You are not to sleep with a man as with a woman; it is detestable. 23 You are not to have sexual intercourse withdo any animal, defiling yourself with it; a woman is not to present herself to an animal to mate with it; it is a perversion.

				24 "Do not defile yourselves by any of these practices, for the nations I am driving out before you have defiled themselves by all these things. 25 The land has become defiled, so I am punishing it for its sin, and the land will vomit out its inhabitants.26 But you are to keep My statutes and ordinances. You must not commit any of these detestable things — not the native or the foreigner who lives among you. 27 For the men who were in the land prior to you have committed all these detestable things, and the land has become defiled. 28 If you defile the land, it will vomit you out as it has vomited out the nations that were before you. 29 Any person who does any of these detestable practices must be cut off from his people. 30 You must keep My instruction to not do any of the detestable customs that were practiced before you, so that you do not defile yourselves by them; I am Yahweh your God."

				A Principle to Live By - Sexual Sins
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				#13 When we fail God morally, we are to confess our sins and accept complete forgiveness through the shed blood of Christ. 

				After spending so many years in Egypt, the children of Israel had become like the Egyptians in their moral values. Furthermore, they were heading into Canaan, where people had deteriorated morally.  (See Rm #3:Sin's Devastating Results.)

				God judged these sexual sins severely so that the children of Israel would not become like their pagan neighbors and self-destruct as a nation. However, He was also laying the groundwork for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ to provide grace and mercy. Jesus often demonstrated this grace and mercy toward people who, if living in Moses' day, would have suffered more serious consequences. Jesus reached out to them with the offer of forgiveness and salvation. As examples, consider the woman at the well (Jn 4:1-42) and the woman caught in adultery (Jn 8:2-11).  (See Jn #18:Total Forgiveness.)

				Paul underscored that God forgives all sin:

				Don't you know that the unrighteous will not inherit God's kingdom? Do not be deceived: No sexually immoral people, idolaters, adulterers, or anyone practicing homosexuality, no thieves, greedy people, drunkards, verbally abusive people, or swindlers will inherit God's kingdom. And some of you used to be like this. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1Co 6:9-11) 

				Reflection and Response

				How can we help Christians accept forgiveness but then maintain a biblical standard in terms of sexual purity?  (See Gn #61:Overcoming Temptation.)

				

				

	

Laws of Holiness

				19 The Lord spoke to Moses: 2 "Speak to the entire Israelite community and tell them: Be holy because I, •Yahweh your God, am holy.

				3 "Each of you is to respect his mother and father. You are to keep My Sabbaths; I am Yahweh your God. 4 Do not turn to idols or make cast images of gods for yourselves; I am Yahweh your God.

				5 "When you offer a •fellowship sacrifice to the Lord, sacrifice it so that you may be accepted. 6 It is to be eaten on the day you sacrifice it or on the next day, but what remains on the third day must be burned up. 7 If any is eaten on the third day, it is a repulsive thing; it will not be accepted. 8 Anyone who eats it will bear his punishment, for he has profaned what is holy to the Lord. That person must be cut off from his people.

				9 "When you reap the harvest of your land, you are not to reap to the very edge of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. 10 You must not strip your vineyard bare or gather its fallen grapes. Leave them for the poor and the foreign resident; I am Yahweh your God.

				11 "You must not steal. You must not act deceptively or lie to one another. 12 You must not swear falsely by My name, profaning the name of your God; I am Yahweh.

				13 "You must not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The wages due a hired hand must not remain with you until morning. 14 You must not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block in front of the blind, but you are to •fear your God; I am Yahweh.

				15 "You must not act unjustly when deciding a case. Do not be partial to the poor or give preference to the rich; judge your neighbor fairly. 16 You must not go about spreading slander among your people; you must not jeopardizedp your neighbor's life; I am Yahweh.

				17 "You must not harbor hatred against your brother.dq Rebuke your neighbor directly, and you will not incur •guilt because of him. 18 Do not take revenge or bear a grudge against members of your community, but love your neighbor as yourself; I am Yahweh.

				19 "You are to keep My statutes. You must not crossbreed two different kinds of your livestock, sow your fields with two kinds of seed, or put on a garment made of two kinds of material.

				20 "If a man has sexual intercourse with a woman who is a slave designated for another man, but she has not been redeemed or given her freedom, there must be punishment.dr They are not to be put to death, because she had not been freed. 21 However, he must bring a ram as his •restitution offering to the Lord at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 22 The priest will make •atonement on his behalf before the Lord with the ram of the restitution offering for the sin he has committed, and he will be forgiven for the sin he committed.

				23 "When you come into the land and plant any kind of tree for food, you are to consider the fruit forbidden.ds It will be forbidden to you for three years; it is not to be eaten. 24 In the fourth year all its fruit must be consecrated as a praise offering to the Lord. 25 But in the fifth year you may eat its fruit. In this way its yield will increase for you; I am Yahweh your God.

				26 "You are not to eat anything with blood in it.dt You are not to practice •divination or sorcery. 27 You are not to cut off the hair at the sides of your head or mar the edge of your beard. 28 You are not to make gashes on your bodies for the dead or put tattoo marks on yourselves; I am Yahweh.

				29 "Do not debasedu your daughter by making her a prostitute, or the land will be prostituted and filled with depravity. 30 You must keep My Sabbaths and revere My sanctuary; I am Yahweh.

				31 "Do not turn to mediumsdv or consult spiritists,dw or you will be defiled by them; I am Yahweh your God.

				32 "You are to rise in the presence of the elderly and honor the old. Fear your God; I am Yahweh.

				33 "When a foreigner lives with you in your land, you must not oppress him. 34 You must regard the foreigner who lives with you as the native-born among you. You are to love him as yourself, for you were foreigners in the land of Egypt; I am Yahweh your God.

				35 "You must not be unfair in measurements of length, weight, or volume. 36 You are to have honest balances, honest weights, an honest dry measure,dx and an honest liquid measure;dy I am Yahweh your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt. 37 You must keep all My statutes and all My ordinances and do them; I am Yahweh."

				

	

Molech Worship and Spiritism

				20 The Lord spoke to Moses: 2 "Say to the Israelites: Any Israelite or foreigner living in Israel who gives any of his children to •Molech must be put to death; the people of the country are to stone him. 3 I will turndz against that man and cut him off from his people, because he gave his •offspring to Molech, defiling My sanctuary and profaning My holy name. 4 But if the people of the country look the other way when that manea gives any of his children to Molech, and do not put him to death, 5 then I will turneb against that man and his family, and cut off from their people both him and all who followec him in prostituting themselves with Molech.

				6 "Whoever turns to mediumsed or spiritistsee and prostitutes himself with them, I will turnef against that person and cut him off from his people. 7 Consecrate yourselves and be holy, for I am •Yahweh your God. 8 Keep My statutes and do them; I am Yahweh who sets you apart.

				

	

Family and Sexual Offenses

				9 "If anyone curses his father or mother, he must be put to death. He has cursed his father or mother; his blood is on his own hands.eg

				10 If a man commits adultery with a married woman — if he commits adultery with his neighbor's wife — both the adulterer and the adulteress must be put to death. 11 If a man sleeps with his father's wife, he has shamed his father. Both of them must be put to death; their blood is on their own hands.eh 12 If a man sleeps with his daughter-in-law, both of them must be put to death. They have acted perversely; their blood is on their own hands.ei 13 If a man sleeps with a man as with a woman, they have both committed a detestable thing. They must be put to death; their blood is on their own hands.ej 14 If a man marries a woman and her mother, it is depraved. Both he and they must be burned with fire, so that there will be no depravity among you. 15 If a man has sexual intercourse withek an animal, he must be put to death; you are also to kill the animal. 16 If a woman comes near any animal and mates with it, you are to kill the woman and the animal. They must be put to death; their own blood is on them. 17 If a man marries his sister, whether his father's daughter or his mother's daughter, and they have sexual relations,el it is a disgrace. They must be cut off publicly from their people. He has had sexual intercourse with his sister; he will bear his punishment. 18 If a man sleeps with a menstruating woman and has sexual intercourse with her, he has exposed the source of her flow, and she has uncovered the source of her blood. Both of them must be cut off from their people. 19 You must not have sexual intercourse with your mother's sister or your father's sister, for it is exposing one's own blood relative; both people will bear their punishment. 20 If a man sleeps with his aunt, he has shamed his uncle; they will bear their •guilt and die childless. 21 If a man marries his brother's wife, it is impurity. He has shamed his brother; they will be childless.

				

	

Holiness in the Land

				22 "You are to keep all My statutes and all My ordinances, and do them, so that the land where I am bringing you to live will not vomit you out. 23 You must not follow the statutes of the nations I am driving out before you, for they did all these things, and I abhorred them. 24 And I promised you: You will inherit their land, since I will give it to you to possess, a land flowing with milk and honey. I am Yahweh your God who set you apart from the peoples. 25 Therefore you must distinguish the •clean animal from the •unclean one, and the unclean bird from the clean one. Do not become contaminated by any land animal, bird, or whatever crawls on the ground; I have set these apart as unclean for you. 26 You are to be holy to Me because I, Yahweh, am holy, and I have set you apart from the nations to be Mine.

				27 A man or a woman who isem a medium or a spiritist must be put to death. They are to be stoned; their blood is on their own hands."en

				A Principle to Live By - Living Holy Lives

				#14 We are to reflect God's holiness in all relationships. 

				[image: Getz0124.png]

				An emphasis on holiness permeates the book of Leviticus (See 19:2; 20:7-8,26). God wanted His people to be set apart from all the other nations of the world in their personal, family, and community life. God outlined very specifically how the children of Israel could keep the covenant He gave them at Mount Sinai, enabling them to be His"kingdom of priests" and His"holy nation" (Ex 19:6). The essence of this Mosaic covenant was embodied in the Ten Commandments (Ex 20:1-17).  (See Ex #25:Reflecting God's Holiness.)

				

				The New Testament emphasizes that believers are to conform their lives to God's holy 
character. Peter captured this theme, referring back to Leviticus:

				As obedient children, do not be conformed to the desires of your former ignorance. But as the One who called you is holy, you also are to be holy in all your conduct; for it is written, Be holy, because I am holy. (1Pt 1:14-16)  (See 1Pt #3:Living Transformed Lives.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we become progressively more holy without becoming discouraged because of our human weaknesses?  (See 2Pt #1:Life and Godliness; Gl #10: Life in the Spirit.)

				

				

	

The Holiness of the Priests

				21 The Lord said to Moses:"Speak to Aaron's sons, the priests, and tell them: A priest is not to make himself ceremonially •unclean for a dead person among his relatives, 2 except for his immediate family: his mother, father, son, daughter, or brother. 3 He may make himself unclean for his young unmarried sister in his immediate family. 4 He is not to make himself unclean for those related to him by marriageeo and so defile himself.

				5 "Priests may not make bald spots on their heads, shave the edge of their beards, or make gashes on their bodies. 6 They are to be holy to their God and not profane the name of their God. For they present the fire offerings to •Yahweh, the food of their God, and they must be holy. 7 They are not to marry a woman defiled by prostitution.ep They are not to marry one divorced by her husband, for the priest is holy to his God. 8 You are to consider him holy since he presents the food of your God. He will be holy to you because I, Yahweh who sets you apart, am holy. 9 If a priest's daughter defiles herself by promiscuity,eq she defiles her father; she must be burned up.

				10 "The priest who is highest among his brothers, who has had the anointing oil poured on his head and has been ordaineder to wear the garments, must not dishevel his haires or tear his garments. 11 He must not go near any dead person or make himself unclean even for his father or mother. 12 He must not leave the sanctuary or he will desecrate the sanctuary of his God, for the consecration of the anointing oil of his God is on him; I am Yahweh.

				13 "He is to marry a woman who is a virgin. 14 He is not to marry a widow, a divorced woman, or one defiled by prostitution. He is to marry a virgin from his own people, 15 so that he does not corrupt his bloodlineet among his people, for I am Yahweh who sets him apart."

				

	

Physical Defects and Priests

				16 The Lord spoke to Moses: 17 "Tell Aaron: None of your descendants throughout your generations who has a physical defect is to come near to present the food of his God. 18 No man who has any defect is to come near: no man who is blind, lame, facially disfigured, or deformed; 19 no man who has a broken foot or hand, 20 or who is a hunchback or a dwarf,eu or who has an eye defect, a festering rash, scabs, or a crushed testicle. 21 No descendant of Aaron the priest who has a defect is to come near to present the fire offerings to the Lord. He has a defect and is not to come near to present the food of his God. 22 He may eat the food of his God from what is especially holy as well as from what is holy. 23 But because he has a defect, he must not go near the curtain or approach the altar. He is not to desecrate My sanctuaries, for I am Yahweh who sets them apart."24 Moses said this to Aaron and his sons and to all the Israelites.

				

	

Priests and Their Food

				22 The Lord spoke to Moses: 2 "Tell Aaron and his sons to deal respectfully with the holy offerings of the Israelites that they have consecrated to Me, so they do not profane My holy name; I am •Yahweh. 3 Say to them: If any man from any of your descendants throughout your generations is in a state of uncleanness yet approaches the holy offerings that the Israelites consecrate to the Lord, that person will be cut off from My presence; I am Yahweh. 4 No man of Aaron's descendants who has a skin diseaseev or a discharge is to eat from the holy offerings until he is •clean. Whoever touches anything made •unclean by a dead person or by a man who has an emission of semen, 5 or whoever touches any swarming creature that makes him unclean or any person who makes him unclean — whatever his uncleanness — 6 the man who touches any of these will remain unclean until evening and is not to eat from the holy offerings unless he has bathed his body with water. 7 When the sun has set, he will become clean, and then he may eat from the holy offerings, for that is his food. 8 He must not eat an animal that died naturally or was mauled by wild beasts,ew making himself unclean by it; I am Yahweh. 9 They must keep My instruction, or they will be •guilty and die because they profane it; I am Yahweh who sets them apart.

				A Principle to Live By - Qualifications for Leadership
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				#15 When we select leaders for the church, we are to focus on internal spiritual qualities. 

				Under the old covenant, God demanded physical wholeness, both for animal sacrifices and in the priests who offered them. However, when Jesus Christ, our great high priest, went to the cross, He was bruised and beaten so badly He could hardly be recognized. Isaiah said"He didn't have an impressive form or majesty that we should look at Him, no appearance that we should desire Him" (Is 53:2). Yet, He became the perfect sacrifice. From an external point of view, Jesus Christ would not have qualified to be a priest in Israel according to the specifications outlined in Leviticus. Yet today He sits at the right hand of God as our mediator and intercessor.

				Paul served as the greatest missionary who ever lived. Yet, at some point, he evidently became terribly disfigured, probably from the beatings and stoning he experienced as a result of his witness for Christ (2Co 6:3-10; 11:23-25). Paul also described what he called"a thorn in the flesh" (2Co 12:7). Some believe this defect was a bodily weakness, perhaps poor eyesight. So Paul would not have qualified to be a priest in Israel under the old covenant because of his physical defects. Defending his ministry to the Galatians, he wrote,

				From now on, let no one cause me trouble, because I bear on my body scars for the cause of Jesus. (Gl 6:17) 

				The point is clear. When God in Christ came into the world, He introduced a new standard for serving as spiritual leaders. Elders and leaders were to be spiritually qualified. There is no mention of physical requirements (See 1Tm 3:1-13; Ti 1:5-9).  (See 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity; Ti #3: Doctrine of Character.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though external qualities are not inappropriate, in what ways is it possible to deceive people with these qualities? Furthermore, how can we select leaders based on the biblical standard, which focuses on internal qualities?

				

				10 "No one outside a priest's familyex is to eat the holy offering. A foreigner staying with a priest or a hired hand is not to eat the holy offering. 11 But if a priest purchases someone with his money, that person may eat it, and those born in his house may eat his food. 12 If the priest's daughter is married to a man outside a priest's family,ey she is not to eat from the holy contributions.ez 13 But if the priest's daughter becomes widowed or divorced, has no children, and returns to her father's house as in her youth, she may share her father's food. But no outsider may share it. 14 If anyone eats a holy offering in error, he must add a fifth to its value and give the holy offering to the priest. 15 The priests must not profane the holy offerings the Israelites give to the Lord 16 by letting the people eat their holy offerings and having them bear the penalty of restitution. For I am Yahweh who sets them apart."

				

	

Acceptable Sacrifices

				17 The Lord spoke to Moses: 18 "Speak to Aaron, his sons, and all the Israelites and tell them: Any man of the house of Israel or of the foreign residents in Israel who presents his offering — whether they present freewill gifts or payment of vows to the Lord as •burnt offerings — 19 must offer an unblemished male from the cattle, sheep, or goats in order for you to be accepted. 20 You are not to present anything that has a defect, because it will not be accepted on your behalf.

				21 "When a man presents a •fellowship sacrifice to the Lord to fulfill a vow or as a freewill offering from the herd or flock, it has to be unblemished to be acceptable; there must be no defect in it. 22 You are not to present any animal to the Lord that is blind, injured, maimed, or has a running sore, festering rash, or scabs; you may not put any of them on the altar as a fire offering to the Lord. 23 You may sacrifice as a freewill offering any animal from the herd or flock that has an elongated or stunted limb, but it is not acceptable as a vow offering. 24 You are not to present to the Lord anything that has bruised, crushed, torn, or severed testicles; you must not sacrifice them in your land. 25 Neither you norfa a foreigner are to present food to your God from any of these animals. They will not be accepted for you because they are deformed and have a defect."

				26 The Lord spoke to Moses: 27 "When an ox, sheep, or goat is born, it must remain withfb its mother for seven days; from the eighth day on, it will be acceptable as a gift, a fire offering to the Lord. 28 But you are not to slaughter an animal from the herd or flock on the same day as its young. 29 When you sacrifice a thank offering to the Lord, sacrifice it so that you may be accepted. 30 It is to be eaten on the same day. Do not let any of it remain until morning; I am Yahweh.

				31 "You are to keep My commands and do them; I am Yahweh. 32 You must not profane My holy name; I must be treated as holy among the Israelites. I am the Lord who sets you apart, 33 the One who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God; I am Yahweh."

				

	

Holy Days

				23 The Lord spoke to Moses: 2 "Speak to the Israelites and tell them: These are My appointed times, the times of the Lord that you will proclaim as sacred assemblies.

				3 "Work may be done for six days, but on the seventh day there must be a Sabbath of complete rest, a sacred assembly. You are not to do any work; it is a Sabbath to the Lord wherever you live.

				A Principle to Live By - Times of Rest
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				#16 Though the strict Sabbath restrictions are not repeated in the New Testament, all of us should plan regular times to rest and recuperate. 

				One day Jesus and His disciples were walking through the grain fields and they began to pluck a few grains to nibble on. The Pharisees—who would never violate the Sabbath by what they saw as"harvesting"—took issue with Him. Listen to Jesus' response:

				He said to them,"Have you never read what David and those who were with him did when he was in need and hungry—how he entered the house of God in the time of Abiathar the high priest and ate the sacred bread—which is not lawful for anyone to eat except the priests—and also gave some to his companions?" Then He told them,"The Sabbath was made for man and not man for the Sabbath. Therefore, the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath." (Mk 2:25-28)

				Jesus set the record straight. The religious leaders had made the Sabbath an end in itself. They were not concerned about why God had created a day of rest—that it was to be for our benefit.

				This is why this principle still stands today. All of us need to rest and recuperate on a regular basis (Mk 6:31). If we don't include relaxation in our schedule, we'll pay the consequences in terms of physical, psychological, and spiritual stress. We'll become counterproductive.

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can we rest and recuperate without becoming legalistic?

				

				4 "These are the Lord's appointed times, the sacred assemblies you are to proclaim at their appointed times. 5 The •Passover to the Lord comes in the first month, at twilight on the fourteenth day of the month. 6 The Festival of •Unleavened Bread to the Lord is on the fifteenth day of the same month. For seven days you must eat unleavened bread. 7 On the first day you are to hold a sacred assembly; you are not to do any daily work. 8 You are to present a fire offering to the Lord for seven days. On the seventh day there will be a sacred assembly; you must not do any daily work."

				9 The Lord spoke to Moses: 10 "Speak to the Israelites and tell them: When you enter the land I am giving you and reap its harvest, you are to bring the first sheaf of your harvest to the priest. 11 He will wave the sheaf before the Lord so that you may be accepted; the priest is to wave it on the day after the Sabbath. 12 On the day you wave the sheaf, you are to offer a year-old male lambfc without blemish as a •burnt offering to the Lord. 13 Its •grain offering is to be four quartsfd of fine flour mixed with oil as a fire offering to the Lord, a pleasing aroma, and its •drink offering will be one quartfe of wine. 14 You must not eat bread, roasted grain, or any new grain until this very day, and until you have brought the offering to your God. This is to be a permanent statute throughout your generations wherever you live.

				15 "You are to count sevenff complete weeksfg starting from the day after the Sabbath, the day you brought the sheaf of the presentation offering. 16 You are to count 50 days until the day after the seventh Sabbath and then present an offering of new grain to the Lord. 17 Bring two loaves of bread from your settlements as a presentation offering, each of them made from four quartsfh of fine flour, baked with yeast, as •firstfruits to the Lord. 18 You are to present with the bread seven unblemished male lambs a year old, one young bull, and two rams. They will be a burnt offering to the Lord, with their grain offerings and drink offerings, a fire offering of a pleasing aroma to the Lord. 19 You are also to prepare one male goat as a •sin offering, and two male lambs a year old as a •fellowship sacrifice. 20 The priest will wave the lambs with the bread of firstfruits as a presentation offering before the Lord; the bread and the two lambs will be holy to the Lord for the priest. 21 On that same day you are to make a proclamation and hold a sacred assembly. You are not to do any daily work. This is to be a permanent statute wherever you live throughout your generations. 22 When you reap the harvest of your land, you are not to reap all the way to the edge of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. Leave them for the poor and the foreign resident; I am •Yahweh your God."

				A Principle to Live By - Helping Needy People
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				#17 We are to provide material help to those who are truly in need.

				God's concern for the poor extends into the New Testament and on into our lives today. We see this principle dramatically illustrated in the church in Jerusalem:

				For there was not a needy person among them, because all those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, and laid them at the apostles' feet. This was then distributed for each person's basic needs. (Ac 4:34-35)  (See Ac #8:Generosity.)

				Though New Testament believers were not commanded to continue this exact practice, they were to care for one another when there were true physical needs. However, Paul offered guidelines to prevent people who were not really needy from taking advantage of others. In that day widows were poor, and if they had no husbands to provide a living and no family to care for them, they were in a hopeless situation. Consequently, Paul advised Timothy,

				Support widows who are genuinely widows. But if any widow has children or grandchildren, they must learn to practice godliness toward their own family first and to repay their parents, for this pleases God. . . . If any believing woman has widows in her family, she should help them, and the church should not be burdened, so that it can help those who are genuinely widows. (1Tm 5:3-4,16)  (See 1Tm #11:Material Needs.)

				Reflection and Response

				What system should we develop today to be able to practice generosity and hospitality without allowing people to take advantage? 

				

				23 The Lord spoke to Moses: 24 "Tell the Israelites: In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you are to have a day of complete rest, commemoration, and joyful shoutingfi — a sacred assembly. 25 You must not do any daily work, but you must present a fire offering to the Lord."

				26 The Lord again spoke to Moses: 27 "The tenth day of this seventh month is the Day of •Atonement. You are to hold a sacred assembly and practice self-denial; you are to present a fire offering to the Lord. 28 On this particular day you are not to do any work, for it is a Day of Atonement to make atonement for yourselves before the Lord your God. 29 If any person does not practice self-denial on this particular day, he must be cut off from his people. 30 I will destroy among his people anyone who does any work on this same day. 31 You are not to do any work. This is a permanent statute throughout your generations wherever you live. 32 It will be a Sabbath of complete rest for you, and you must practice self-denial. You are to observe your Sabbath from the evening of the ninth day of the month until the following evening."

				33 The Lord spoke to Moses: 34 "Tell the Israelites: The Festival of Boothsfj to the Lord begins on the fifteenth day of this seventh month and continues for seven days. 35 There is to be a sacred assembly on the first day; you are not to do any daily work. 36 You are to present a fire offering to the Lord for seven days. On the eighth day you are to hold a sacred assembly and present a fire offering to the Lord. It is a solemn gathering; you are not to do any daily work.

				37 "These are the Lord's appointed times that you are to proclaim as sacred assemblies for presenting fire offerings to the Lord, burnt offerings and grain offerings, sacrifices and drink offerings, each on its designated day. 38 These are in addition to the offerings for the Lord's Sabbaths, your gifts, all your vow offerings, and all your freewill offerings that you give to the Lord.

				39 "You are to celebrate the Lord's festival on the fifteenth day of the seventh month for seven days after you have gathered the produce of the land. There will be complete rest on the first day and complete rest on the eighth day. 40 On the first day you are to take the product of majestic trees — palm fronds, boughs of leafy trees, and willows of the brook — and rejoice before the Lord your God for seven days. 41 You are to celebrate it as a festival to the Lord seven days each year. This is a permanent statute for you throughout your generations; you must celebrate it in the seventh month. 42 You are to live in booths for seven days. All the native-born of Israel must live in booths, 43 so that your generations may know that I made the Israelites live in booths when I brought them out of the land of Egypt; I am Yahweh your God." 44 So Moses declared the Lord's appointed times to the Israelites.

				

	

Tabernacle Oil and Bread

				24 The Lord spoke to Moses: 2 "Command the Israelites to bring you pure oil from crushed olives for the light, in order to keep the lamp burning continually. 3 Aaron is to tend it continually from evening until morning before the Lord outside the veil of the •testimony in the tent of meeting. This is a permanent statute throughout your generations. 4 He must continually tend the lamps on the pure gold lampstand in the Lord's presence.

				5 "Take fine flour and bake it into 12 loaves; each loaf is to be made with four quarts.fk 6 Arrange them in two rows, six to a row, on the pure gold table before the Lord. 7 Place pure frankincense near each row, so that it may serve as a memorial portion for the bread and a fire offering to the Lord. 8 The bread is to be set out before the Lord every Sabbath day as a perpetual covenant obligation on the part of the Israelites. 9 It belongs to Aaron and his sons, who are to eat it in a holy place, for it is the holiest portion for him from the fire offerings to the Lord; this is a permanent rule."

				

	

A Case of Blasphemy

				10 Now the son of an Israelite mother and an Egyptian father wasfl among the Israelites. A fight broke out in the camp between the Israelite woman's son and an Israelite man. 11 Her son cursed and blasphemed the Name, and they brought him to Moses. (His mother's name was Shelomith, a daughter of Dibri of the tribe of Dan.) 12 They put him in custody until the Lord's decision could be made clear to them.

				13 Then the Lord spoke to Moses: 14 "Bring the one who has cursed to the outside of the camp and have all who heard him lay their hands on his head; then have the whole community stone him.15 And tell the Israelites: If anyone curses his God, he will bear the consequences of his sin. 16 Whoever blasphemes the name of •Yahweh is to be put to death; the whole community must stone him. If he blasphemes the Name, he is to be put to death, whether the foreign resident or the native.

				17 "If a man kills anyone, he must be put to death. 18 Whoever kills an animal is to make restitution for it, life for life. 19 If any man inflicts a permanent injury on his neighbor, whatever he has done is to be done to him: 20 fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth. Whatever injury he inflicted on the person, the same is to be inflicted on him. 21 Whoever kills an animal is to make restitution for it, but whoever kills a person is to be put to death. 22 You are to have the same law for the foreign resident and the native, because I am Yahweh your God."

				23 After Moses spoke to the Israelites, they brought the one who had cursed to the outside of the camp and stoned him. So the Israelites did as the Lord had commanded Moses.

				A Principle to Live By - Sin's Consequences
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				#18 No matter who we are, we must understand that all human beings are affected by sin and need a Savior.

				In this unusual situation, we're not told what this man said that deserved death. We can conclude, however, that it was a very serious statement showing disrespect for God and a determination never to honor Him. We can also conclude that God pronounced the death penalty because He knew how this defiant attitude would impact others in Israel if it was not judged severely. The death sentence for blasphemy applied to both Gentiles and Jews—"whether the foreign resident or the native" (v. 16). 

				This sin and its consequences is a startling picture of why Jesus Christ came into this world. Paul made the reason very clear when he wrote to the Romans that"all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" and that"the wages of sin is death" (Rm 3:23; 6:23). Paul was also referring to both Gentiles and Jews. Apart from Jesus' death on the cross and His shed blood, all are under"God's judgment" (Rm 2:1-3). However, because Jesus died and paid the penalty for all sin—past, present, and future—we need not fear either physical or spiritual death. As John recorded in his first Epistle,"If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1Jn 1:9).  (See Rm #4:Sin's Pervasive Impact.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does this Old Testament event relate to what Jesus taught about the unpardonable sin?  (See Mt #30:The Unpardonable Sin.)

				

				

	

Sabbath Years and Jubilee

				25 The Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai: 2 "Speak to the Israelites and tell them: When you enter the land I am giving you, the land will observe a Sabbath to the Lord. 3 You may sow your field for six years, and you may prune your vineyard and gather its produce for six years. 4 But there will be a Sabbath of complete rest for the land in the seventh year, a Sabbath to the Lord: you are not to sow your field or prune your vineyard. 5 You are not to reap what grows by itself from your crop, or harvest the grapes of your untended vines. It must be a year of complete rest for the land. 6 Whatever the land produces during the Sabbath year can be food for you — for yourself, your male or female slave, and the hired hand or foreigner who stays with you. 7 All of its growth may serve as food for your livestock and the wild animals in your land.

				8 "You are to count seven sabbatical years, seven times seven years, so that the time period of the seven sabbatical years amounts to 49. 9 Then you are to sound a trumpet loudly in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month; you will sound it throughout your land on the Day of •Atonement. 10 You are to consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim freedom in the land for all its inhabitants. It will be your Jubilee, when each of you is to return to his property and each of you to his clan. 11 The fiftieth year will be your Jubilee; you are not to sow, reap what grows by itself, or harvest its untended vines. 12 It is to be holy to you because it is the Jubilee; you may only eat its produce directly from the field.

				13 "In this Year of Jubilee, each of you will return to his property. 14 If you make a sale to your neighbor or a purchase from him, do not cheat one another. 15 You are to make the purchase from your neighbor based on the number of years since the last Jubilee. He is to sell to you based on the number of remaining harvest years. 16 You are to increase its price in proportion to a greater amount of years, and decrease its price in proportion to a lesser amount of years, because what he is selling to you is a number of harvests. 17 You are not to cheat one another, but •fear your God, for I am •Yahweh your God.

				18 "You are to keep My statutes and ordinances and carefully observe them, so that you may live securely in the land. 19 Then the land will yield its fruit, so that you can eat, be satisfied, and live securely in the land. 20 If you wonder: 'What will we eat in the seventh year if we don't sow or gather our produce? ' 21 I will appoint My blessing for you in the sixth year, so that it will produce a crop sufficient for three years. 22 When you sow in the eighth year, you will be eating from the previous harvest. You will be eating this until the ninth year when its harvest comes in.

				23 "The land is not to be permanently sold because it is Mine, and you are only foreigners and temporary residents on My land.fm 24 You are to allow the redemption of any land you occupy. 25 If your brother becomes destitute and sells part of his property, his nearest relative may come and redeem what his brother has sold. 26 If a man has no •family redeemer, but he prospersfn and obtains enough to redeem his land, 27 he may calculate the years since its sale, repay the balance to the man he sold it to, and return to his property. 28 But if he cannot obtain enough to repay him, what he sold will remain in the possession of its purchaser until the Year of Jubilee. It is to be released at the Jubilee, so that he may return to his property.

				29 "If a man sells a residence in a walled city, his right of redemption will last until a year has passed after its sale; his right of redemption will last a year. 30 If it is not redeemed by the end of a full year, then the house in the walled city is permanently transferred to its purchaser throughout his generations. It is not to be released on the Jubilee. 31 But houses in villages that have no walls around them are to be classified as open fields. The right to redeem such houses stays in effect, and they are to be released at the Jubilee.

				32 "Concerning the Levitical cities, the Levites always have the right to redeem houses in the cities they possess. 33 Whatever property one of the Levites can redeemfo — a house sold in a city they possess — must be released at the Jubilee, because the houses in the Levitical cities are their possession among the Israelites. 34 The open pastureland around their cities may not be sold, for it is their permanent possession.

				35 "If your brother becomes destitute and cannot sustain himself amongfp you, you are to support him as a foreigner or temporary resident, so that he can continue to live among you. 36 Do not profit or take interest from him, but fear your God and let your brother live among you. 37 You are not to lend him your silver with interest or sell him your food for profit. 38 I am Yahweh your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to give you the land of Canaan and to be your God.  (See Neh #9:Internal Conflicts.)

				39 "If your brother among you becomes destitute and sells himself to you, you must not force him to do slave labor. 40 Let him stay with you as a hired hand or temporary resident; he may work for you until the Year of Jubilee. 41 Then he and his children are to be released from you, and he may return to his clan and his ancestral property. 42 They are not to be sold as slaves,fq because they are My slaves that I brought out of the land of Egypt. 43 You are not to rule over them harshly but fear your God. 44 Your male and female slaves are to be from the nations around you; you may purchase male and female slaves. 45 You may also purchase them from the foreigners staying with you, or from their families living among you — those born in your land. These may become your property. 46 You may leave them to your sons after you to inherit as property; you can make them slaves for life. But concerning your brothers, the Israelites, you must not rule over one another harshly.

				47 "If a foreigner or temporary resident living among you prospers, but your brother living near him becomes destitute and sells himself to the foreigner living among you, or to a member of the foreigner's clan, 48 he has the right of redemption after he has been sold. One of his brothers may redeem him. 49 His uncle or cousin may redeem him, or any of his close relatives from his clan may redeem him. If he prospers, he may redeem himself. 50 The one who purchased him is to calculate the time from the year he sold himself to him until the Year of Jubilee. The price of his sale will be determined by the number of years. It will be set for him like the daily wages of a hired hand. 51 If many years are still left, he must pay his redemption price in proportion to them based on his purchase price. 52 If only a few years remain until the Year of Jubilee, he will calculate and pay the price of his redemption in proportion to his remaining years. 53 He will stay with him like a man hired year by year. A foreign owner is not to rule over him harshly in your sight. 54 If he is not redeemed in any of these ways, he and his children are to be released at the Year of Jubilee. 55 For the Israelites are My slaves. They are My slaves that I brought out of the land of Egypt; I am Yahweh your God.

				

	

Covenant Blessings and Discipline

				26 "Do not make idols for yourselves, set up a carved image or sacred pillar for yourselves, or place a sculpted stone in your land to bow down to it, for I am •Yahweh your God. 2 You must keep My Sabbaths and revere My sanctuary; I am Yahweh.

				3 "If you follow My statutes and faithfully observe My commands, 4 I will give you rain at the right time, and the land will yield its produce, and the trees of the field will bear their fruit. 5 Your threshing will continue until grape harvest, and the grape harvest will continue until sowing time; you will have plenty of food to eat and live securely in your land.6 I will give peace to the land, and you will lie down with nothing to frighten you. I will remove dangerous animals from the land, and no sword will pass through your land.7 You will pursue your enemies, and they will fall before you by the sword. 8 Five of you will pursue 100, and 100 of you will pursue 10,000; your enemies will fall before you by the sword.

				9 "I will turn to you, make you fruitful and multiply you, and confirm My covenant with you. 10 You will eat the old grain of the previous year and will clear out the old to make room for the new. 11 I will place My residencefr among you, and I will not reject you.12 I will walk among you and be your God, and you will be My people.13 I am Yahweh your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, so that you would no longer be their slaves. I broke the bars of your yoke and enabled you to live in freedom.fs

				14 "But if you do not obey Me and observe all these commands — 15 if you reject My statutes and despise My ordinances, and do not observe all My commands — and break My covenant, 16 then I will do this to you: I will bring terror on you — wasting disease and fever that will cause your eyes to fail and your life to ebb away. 
You will sow your seed in vain because your enemies will eat it. 17 I will turnft against you, so that you will be defeated by your enemies. Those who hate you will 
rule over you, and you will flee even though no one is pursuing you.

				18 "But if after these things you will not obey Me, I will proceed to discipline you seven times for your sins. 19 I will break down your strong pride. I will make your sky like iron and your land like bronze, 20 and your strength will be used up for nothing. Your land will not yield its produce, and the trees of the land will not bear their fruit.

				21 "If you act with hostility toward Me and are unwilling to obey Me, I will multiply your plagues seven times for your sins. 22 I will send wild animals against you that will deprive you of your children, ravage your livestock, and reduce your numbers until your roads are deserted.

				23 "If in spite of these things you do not accept My discipline, but act with hostility toward Me, 24 then I will act with hostility toward you; I also will strike you seven times for your sins. 25 I will bring a sword against you to execute the vengeance of the covenant. Though you withdraw into your cities, I will send a pestilence among you, and you will be delivered into enemy hands. 26 When I cut off your supply of bread, 10 women will bake your bread in a single oven and ration out your bread by weight, so that you will eat but not be satisfied.

				27 "And if in spite of this you do not obey Me but act with hostility toward Me, 28 I will act with furious hostility toward you; I will also discipline you seven times for your sins. 29 You will eat the flesh of your sons; you will eat the flesh of your daughters. 30 I will destroy your •high places, cut down your incense altars, and heap your dead bodies on the lifeless bodies of your idols; I will reject you. 31 I will reduce your cities to ruins and devastate your sanctuaries. I will not smell the pleasing aroma of your sacrifices. 32 I also will devastate the land, so that your enemies who come to live there will be appalled by it. 33 But I will scatter you among the nations, and I will draw a sword to chase after you. So your land will become desolate, and your cities will become ruins.

				34 "Then the land will make up for its Sabbath years during the time it lies desolate, while you are in the land of your enemies. At that time the land will rest and make up for its Sabbaths. 35 As long as it lies desolate, it will have the rest it did not have during your Sabbaths when you lived there.

				36 "I will put anxiety in the hearts of those of you who survive in the lands of their enemies. The sound of a wind-driven leaf will put them to flight, and they will flee as one flees from a sword, and fall though no one is pursuing them. 37 They will stumble over one another as if fleeing from a sword though no one is pursuing them. You will not be able to stand against your enemies. 38 You will perish among the nations; the land of your enemies will devour you. 39 Thosefu who survive in the lands of your enemies will waste away because of their sin; they will also waste away because of their fathers' sins along with theirs.

				40 "But if they will confess their sin and the sin of their fathers — their unfaithfulness that they practiced against Me, and how they acted with hostility toward Me, 41 and I acted with hostility toward them and brought them into the land of their enemies — and if their uncircumcised hearts will be humbled, and if they will pay the penalty for their sin, 42 then I will remember My covenant with Jacob. I will also remember My covenant with Isaac and My covenant with Abraham, and I will remember the land. 43 For the land abandoned by them will make up for its Sabbaths by lying desolate without the people, while they pay the penalty for their sin, because they rejected My ordinances and abhorred My statutes. 44 Yet in spite of this, while they are in the land of their enemies, I will not reject or abhor them so as to destroy them and break My covenant with them, since I am Yahweh their God.45 For their sake I will remember the covenant with their fathers, whom I brought out of the land of Egypt in the sight of the nations to be their God; I am Yahweh."

				46 These are the statutes, ordinances, and laws the Lord established between Himself and the Israelites through Moses on Mount Sinai.

				A Principle to Live By - Obedience and Blessings

				[image: Getz0129.png]

				#19 Under the new covenant, we are first and foremost to claim God's promises for spiritual and eternal blessings. 

				When God was leading the children of Israel out of Egypt and into the land of Canaan, He promised them substantial earthly blessings if they kept His commands. However, if they disobeyed Him, He would judge them severely, removing these material benefits (Dt 28:1-68). The curses God promised actually came upon them because of disobedience, and they were deported into foreign lands.  (See Dt #29:Blessings and Curses.)

				Many Christians believe that the blessings promised to Israel are also promises to the church. If this were true, the apostles would have become wealthy. Of all people, they obeyed God's Word. Many of them actually gave their lives for the gospel. Yet, some apparently died penniless.

				When Paul thanked the Philippians for caring for his physical needs, he emphasized eternal blessings for faithful service and generous giving . He reminded them that because of their earthly investment in his ministry, they were accumulating spiritual rewards in heaven.  (See Php #12:Eternal Rewards.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do we explain that God at times rewards faithfulness and generosity with material blessings and at other times responds only with grace to endure difficult economic circumstances?

				

				

	

Funding the Sanctuary

				27 The Lord spoke to Moses: 2 "Speak to the Israelites and tell them: When someone makes a special vow to the Lord that involves the assessment of people, 3 if the assessment concerns a male from 20 to 60 years old, your assessment is 50 silver •shekels measured by the standard sanctuary shekel. 4 If the person is a female, your assessment is 30 shekels. 5 If the person is from five to 20 years old, your assessment for a male is 20 shekels and for a female 10 shekels. 6 If the person is from one month to five years old, your assessment for a male is five silver shekels, and for a female your assessment is three shekels of silver. 7 If the person is 60 years or more, your assessment is 15 shekels for a male and 10 shekels for a female. 8 But if one is too poor to pay the assessment, he must present the person before the priest and the priest will set a value for him. The priest will set a value for him according to what the one making the vow can afford.

				9 "If the vow involves one of the animals that may be brought as an offering to the Lord, any of these he gives to the Lord will be holy. 10 He may not replace it or make a substitution for it, either good for bad, or bad for good. But if he does substitute one animal for another, both that animal and its substitute will be holy.

				11 "If the vow involves any of the •unclean animals that may not be brought as an offering to the Lord, the animal must be presented before the priest. 12 The priest will set its value, whether high or low; the price will be set as the priest makes the assessment for you. 13 If the one who brought it decides to redeem it, he must add a fifth to thefv assessed value.

				14 "When a man consecrates his house as holy to the Lord, the priest will assess its value, whether high or low. The price will stand just as the priest assesses it. 15 But if the one who consecrated his house redeems it, he must add a fifth to thefw assessed value, and it will be his.

				16 "If a man consecrates to the Lord any part of a field that he possesses, your assessment of value will be proportional to the seed needed to sow it, at the rate of 50 silver shekels for every five bushelsfx of barley seed.fy 17 If he consecrates his field during the Year of Jubilee, the price will stand according to your assessment. 18 But if he consecrates his field after the Jubilee, the priest will calculate the price for him in proportion to the years left until the next Year of Jubilee, so that your assessment will be reduced. 19 If the one who consecrated the field decides to redeem it, he must add a fifth to thefz assessed value, and the field will transfer back to him. 20 But if he does not redeem the field or if he has sold it to another man, it is no longer redeemable. 21 When the field is released in the Jubilee, it will be holy to the Lord like a field permanently set apart; it becomes the priest's property.

				22 "If a person consecrates to the Lord a field he has purchased that is not part of his inherited landholding, 23 then the priest will calculate for him the amount of thega assessment up to the Year of Jubilee, and the person will pay the assessed value on that day as a holy offering to the Lord. 24 In the Year of Jubilee the field will return to the one he bought it from, the original owner. 25 All your assessed values will be measured by the standard sanctuary shekel, 20 gerahs to the shekel.

				26 "But no one can consecrate a firstborn of the livestock, whether an animal from the herd or flock, to the Lord, because a firstborn already belongs to the Lord. 27 If it is one of the unclean livestock, it must be ransomed according to your assessment by adding a fifth of its value to it. If it is not redeemed, it can be sold according to your assessment.

				28 "Nothing that a man permanently sets apart to the Lord from all he owns, whether a person, an animal, or his inherited landholding, can be sold or redeemed; everything set apart is especially holy to the Lord. 29 No person who has been set apart for destruction is to be ransomed; he must be put to death.

				30 "Every tenth of the land's produce, grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord. 31 If a man decides to redeem any part of this tenth, he must add a fifth to its value. 32 Every tenth animal from the herd or flock, which passes under the shepherd's rod, will be holy to the Lord. 33 He is not to inspect whether it is good or bad, and he is not to make a substitution for it. But if he does make a substitution, both the animal and its substitute will be holy; they cannot be redeemed."

				34 These are the commands the Lord gave Moses for the Israelites on Mount Sinai.

				A Principle to Live By - Christian Stewardship

				[image: Getz0130.png]

				#20 Because of God's indescribable gift of salvation, we should be generous with our material possessions.

				The traditional term tithe refers to a tenth. 

				
						The children of Israel were to give a tenth of their resources to support their spiritual leaders (27:30-34). 

						They were to set aside another tenth to worship God as a family—to make a trip to Jerusalem (Dt 14:22-27). 

						Every third year, they were to set aside another tenth to meet the needs of others (Dt 14:28-29; 26:12). 

						Beyond these three tithes, they, at times, gave freewill offerings (Ex 35:4-5,29). 

				

				Under the new covenant, God has established principles for giving, not patterns. We are to be regular and systematic in our giving, and we are to be generous and motivated by love. What percentage, then, should Christians set aside on a consistent basis from their regular income? 

				In answering this question, we must avoid being legalistic. However, if the children of Israel gave three tithes as well as free will offerings under the old covenant, how much should Christians give under grace? It seems reasonable that one tenth of our income should be our guideline and, if possible, merely the starting point. How can we do less in view of God's"indescribable gift" (2Co 9:15)?  (See 1Co #32:Generous Giving; 2Co #12: Models of Generosity; 2Co #20: Encounters with God)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do so many Christians who could give more give far less than 10 percent?

				

				

				
					
						a1:2 Or Lord, from the livestock you

					

					
						b1:3 Or it

					

					
						c1:6 Lit its pieces

					

					
						d1:12 Lit its pieces

					

					
						e1:14 Or or pigeons

					

					
						f1:16 Or its crop, or its crissum

					

					
						g2:1 DSS, Sam, LXX add it is a grain offering

					

					
						h2:8 DSS, LXX read When he brings

					

					
						i2:9 Lit portion of it

					

					
						j2:11 Some Hb mss, Sam, LXX, Tg read present

					

					
						k3:13 Or dash

					

					
						l3:16 Sam, LXX add to the Lord

					

					
						m4:3 Or purification

					

					
						n4:22 Or ruler

					

					
						o4:27 Lit the people of the land

					

					
						p5:4 Lit in one of such things

					

					
						q5:11 Lit if his hand is not sufficient for

					

					
						r5:11 Lit one-tenth of an ephah

					

					
						s5:11 Or wheat ; Ex 29:2

					

					
						t5:11 Lit flour as a sin offering

					

					
						u6:1 Lv 5:20 in Hb

					

					
						v6:2 Or an investment

					

					
						w6:8 Lv 6:1 in Hb

					

					
						x6:10 Lit undergarments on his flesh

					

					
						y6:18 Or statute

					

					
						z6:20 Lit a tenth of an ephah

					

					
						aa6:21 Hb obscure

					

					
						ab6:27 Lit wash what it spattered on

					

					
						ac7:3 LXX, Sam add and all the fat that is on the entrails ; Lv 3:3,9,14; 4:8

					

					
						ad7:10 Lit oil, will be a man like his brother

					

					
						ae7:18 Or will bear his guilt

					

					
						af7:20 Lit while his uncleanness is upon him

					

					
						ag7:21 Some Hb mss, Sam, Syr, Tg read swarming

					

					
						ah7:24 Lit fat of a carcass or the fat of a mauled beast

					

					
						ai7:34 Or statute

					

					
						aj7:36 Or statute

					

					
						ak7:38 Or he

					

					
						al8:2 Or purification

					

					
						am8:14-15 Or offering, and he slaughtered it. 15 Then Moses

					

					
						an8:15 Or it by making •atonement for it

					

					
						ao8:18-19 Or ram, 19 and he slaughtered it. Moses

					

					
						ap8:22-23 Or ram, 23 and he slaughtered it. Moses

					

					
						aq8:31 LXX, Syr, Tg read was commanded ; Ex 29:31-32

					

					
						ar8:33 Lit because he will fill your hands for seven days

					

					
						as9:2 Or purification

					

					
						at9:3 Sam, LXX read elders of Israel

					

					
						au9:7 LXX reads and your household

					

					
						av9:21 Some Hb mss, LXX, Sam read as the Lord commanded Moses

					

					
						aw10:3 Or will be treated as holy

					

					
						ax10:3 Or will be glorified

					

					
						ay10:13 Or statute

					

					
						az10:20 Lit acceptable in his sight

					

					
						ba11:13 Or griffon-vulture

					

					
						bb11:13 Or black

					

					
						bc11:13 Or the osprey, or the bearded vulture

					

					
						bd11:14 Or hawk

					

					
						be11:14 Or buzzards, or hawks

					

					
						bf11:16 Or eagle owl

					

					
						bg11:16 Or the night hawk, or the screech owl

					

					
						bh11:16 Or long-eared owl

					

					
						bi11:17 Or tawny

					

					
						bj11:17 Or fisher owl, or pelican

					

					
						bk11:17 Or the ibis

					

					
						bl11:18 Or little

					

					
						bm11:18 Or the pelican, or the horned owl

					

					
						bn11:18 Or Egyptian vulture

					

					
						bo11:19 Or heron

					

					
						bp11:19 Or cormorant, or hawk

					

					
						bq11:29 Or mole rat, or rat

					

					
						br11:29 Or of thorn-tailed or dabb lizard, or of crocodile

					

					
						bs11:30 Or the spotted lizard, or the chameleon

					

					
						bt11:30 Or the gecko, or the newt, or the salamander

					

					
						bu11:30 Or sand lizard, or newt, or snail

					

					
						bv11:30 Or salamander, or mole

					

					
						bw11:42 Lit fours, to anything multiplying pairs of feet

					

					
						bx12:6 Or purification

					

					
						by12:8 Lit if her hand cannot obtain what is sufficient

					

					
						bz12:8 Or purification

					

					
						ca13:2 Or discoloration

					

					
						cb13:2 Or rash, or eruption

					

					
						cc13:16 Or recedes

					

					
						cd13:16 Or flesh again

					

					
						ce13:30 Or is scall ; Hb obscure

					

					
						cf13:39 Hb obscure

					

					
						cg13:55 Hb obscure

					

					
						ch14:3 Lit the person afflicted with skin disease

					

					
						ci14:10 Lit three-tenths ; probably 3/10 of an ephah

					

					
						cj14:10 Lit one log

					

					
						ck14:12 Lit one log

					

					
						cl14:15 Lit one log

					

					
						cm14:21 Lit and his hand is not

					

					
						cn14:21 Lit him, and one-tenth ; probably 1/10 of an ephah

					

					
						co14:21 Lit one log

					

					
						cp14:22 Lit pigeons, for which his hand is sufficient

					

					
						cq14:24 Lit one log

					

					
						cr14:30 Lit of that for which his hand is sufficient

					

					
						cs14:31 LXX, Syr, Vg omit what he can afford

					

					
						ct14:31 Lit sacrificing that for which his hand is sufficient

					

					
						cu14:32 Lit someone on whom there is

					

					
						cv14:32 Lit disease whose hand is not sufficient for

					

					
						cw14:34 Lit land of your possession

					

					
						cx14:35 Lit appeared to me

					

					
						cy14:37 Or eruptions ; Hb obscure

					

					
						cz14:41 Lit dust

					

					
						da14:42 Lit dust

					

					
						db14:48 Lit healed

					

					
						dc14:54 Or for a scall

					

					
						dd15:3 DSS, Sam, LXX; MT omits he is unclean. All the days that his body secretes or retains anything because of his discharge

					

					
						de16:1 LXX, Tg, Syr, Vg read they brought strange fire before ; Nm 3:4

					

					
						df16:21 Lit wilderness in the hand of a ready man

					

					
						dg16:32 Lit and will fill his hand

					

					
						dh17:4 Lit tabernacle — blood will be charged against that person

					

					
						di17:10 Lit will set My face

					

					
						dj17:11 Or to ransom

					

					
						dk18:6 Lit any flesh of his flesh

					

					
						dl18:10 Lit because they are your nakedness

					

					
						dm18:11 Lit daughter, a relative of

					

					
						dn18:20 Lit to give your emission of semen to

					

					
						do18:23 Lit to give your emission to

					

					
						dp19:16 Lit not stand against

					

					
						dq19:17 Or your fellow Israelite

					

					
						dr19:20 Or compensation

					

					
						ds19:23 Lit uncircumcised

					

					
						dt19:26 Or anything over its blood

					

					
						du19:29 Lit profane

					

					
						dv19:31 Or spirits of the dead

					

					
						dw19:31 Or familiar spirits

					

					
						dx19:36 Lit honest ephah ; an ephah is a dry measure of grain equivalent to about 23 quarts.

					

					
						dy19:36 Lit honest hin ; a hin is a liquid measure of about 1 gallon.

					

					
						dz20:3 Lit will set My face

					

					
						ea20:4 Lit country ever close their eyes from that man when he

					

					
						eb20:5 Lit will set My face

					

					
						ec20:5 Lit prostitute themselves with

					

					
						ed20:6 Or spirits of the dead

					

					
						ee20:6 Or familiar spirits

					

					
						ef20:6 Lit will set My face

					

					
						eg20:9 Lit on him

					

					
						eh20:11 Lit on them

					

					
						ei20:12 Lit on them

					

					
						ej20:13 Lit on them

					

					
						ek20:15 Lit man gives his emission to

					

					
						el20:17 Lit and he sees her nakedness and she sees his nakedness

					

					
						em20:27 Lit is in them

					

					
						en20:27 Lit on them

					

					
						eo21:4 Lit unclean a husband among his people

					

					
						ep21:7 Or a prostitute or a defiled woman

					

					
						eq21:9 Or prostitution

					

					
						er21:10 Lit and one has filled his hand

					

					
						es21:10 Or not uncover his head

					

					
						et21:15 Lit not profane his seed

					

					
						eu21:20 Or or emaciated

					

					
						ev22:4 Or has leprosy or scale disease

					

					
						ew22:8 Lit eat a carcass or a mauled beast

					

					
						ex22:10 Lit No stranger

					

					
						ey22:12 Lit man, a stranger

					

					
						ez22:12 Lit the contribution of holy offerings

					

					
						fa22:25 Lit nor from the hand of

					

					
						fb22:27 Lit under

					

					
						fc23:12 Or a male lamb in its first year

					

					
						fd23:13 Lit two-tenths of an ephah

					

					
						fe23:13 Lit one-fourth of a hin

					

					
						ff23:15 Lit count; they will be seven

					

					
						fg23:15 Or Sabbaths

					

					
						fh23:17 Lit two-tenths of an ephah

					

					
						fi23:24 Or blast ; traditionally trumpet blasts

					

					
						fj23:34 Or Feast of Tabernacles

					

					
						fk24:5 Lit two-tenths of an ephah

					

					
						fl24:10 Lit went out

					

					
						fm25:23 Lit residents with Me

					

					
						fn25:26 Lit but his hand reaches

					

					
						fo25:33 Hb obscure

					

					
						fp25:35 Lit and his hand falters with

					

					
						fq25:42 Lit sold with a sale of a slave

					

					
						fr26:11 Or tabernacle

					

					
						fs26:13 Lit to walk uprightly

					

					
						ft26:17 Lit will set My face

					

					
						fu26:39 Lit Those of you

					

					
						fv27:13 Lit your

					

					
						fw27:15 Lit your

					

					
						fx27:16 Lit for a homer

					

					
						fy27:16 Or grain

					

					
						fz27:19 Lit your

					

					
						ga27:23 Lit your

					

				

			

	

				Numbers

				Author: Moses

				Date of events: 1446–1406 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				The book of Numbers is so named because in it Moses twice took a census of the people of Israel, once at the beginning of the book, after they left Egypt, and once at the end of the book, before they entered the promised land. Following the Lord's instructions, Moses also organized the people. There was a particular plan for their encampments and a specific order of marching. He also coordinated the priests and Levites and assigned them their tasks.

				Numbers teaches us principles of orderly conduct

				

				

				In the book of Numbers, Aaron and the Levites were chosen by God for spiritual leadership. They were purified and set apart from earthly responsibilities. Some others disputed the exclusivity of the priesthood, but God confirmed the true priests and condemned the pretenders. Moses grew as a leader as he faced incredible challenges as shepherd of the fickle and rebellious nation of Israel. 

				Numbers teaches us principles of leadership and its challenges

				

				

				Standing at the threshold of the promised land, the people feared circumstances and failed to trust God. The scouts reported their findings, but the majority opinion turned out to be wrong. As a result, a whole generation was excluded from the promised land, and the fulfillment of God's promise was postponed for 40 years. Forced to wait, many people grumbled, some rebelled, and others participated in obscene worship of other gods—in these cases a number of people were immediately put to death. During this period even Moses himself failed and was excluded from the promised land.

				Numbers teaches us principles of sin's consequences

				

				

				Despite their rebelliousness, ungratefulness, and forgetfulness, God guided and fed the children of Israel. When they were threatened by other nations, God displayed His power and sovereignty on their behalf. When they repented, God stayed with them, offering a new beginning—renewing the system of worship and reaffirming His promise to them. 

				Numbers teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				List of principles in numbers

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

						
								
								1:1-2

							
								
								#1: Hearing God's Word

							
								
								Since God still speaks today through the authors of Scripture, we should devote ourselves to studying the Word of God in order to discern His will for our lives.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:3-19

							
								
								#2: The Book of Life

							
								
								As believers, when we are tempted to doubt God's love and concern, we should remember that our names are forever written in the book of life.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								1:20–2:2

							
								
								#3: Well-Ordered Lives

							
								
								Since we are made in God's image, we should live our lives in an orderly fashion.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								3:1-13

							
								
								#4: Spiritual Leadership

							
								
								To carry out God's work in the world, we should appoint qualified spiritual leaders.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								5:5-6

							
								
								#5: Sinful Actions

							
								
								When we sin against another person, we should understand immediately that we are actually sinning against God.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								5:7-10

							
								
								#6: Making Restitution

							
								
								When we have wronged someone, we should do all we can to make restitution.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								5:11-31

							
								
								#7: Handling Jealousy Appropriately

							
								
								When we experience jealousy in our lives and encounter these feelings in others, we should deal with these emotions in appropriate ways.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								6:22-27

							
								
								#8: Blessing One Another

							
								
								As followers of Jesus Christ, we are to bless one another in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								7:1-88

							
								
								#9: Modeling Generosity

							
								
								Spiritual leaders should take the lead in being generous with their material possessions.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								8:5-26

							
								
								#10: The Blood of Christ

							
								
								As new covenant believers who are cleansed by the blood of Christ, we are to serve one another.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								10:1-10

							
								
								#11: Our Trumpet Call

							
								
								When God's trumpet call summons us to meet Jesus Christ, we should be spiritually ready to meet our Savior.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								10:29-32

							
								
								#12: Sharing Our 
Blessings

							
								
								We must not forget to bless those who have blessed us on our spiritual journey.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								11:1-3

							
								
								#13: Selfish Complaining

							
								
								As recipients of God's blessings, we must be on guard against the sin of ungratefulness.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								11:4-9

							
								
								#14: Sinful Influences

							
								
								We must not allow worldly and sinful people to impact our attitudes and actions in unspiritual ways.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								11:10-15

							
								
								#15: Honesty with God

							
								
								When we become discouraged and even disgusted because of fickle people, we should share our negative feelings openly and honestly with God.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								12:1-3

							
								
								#16: The Power of Jealousy

							
								
								We must not allow jealousy to cause us to sin against God and our fellow human beings.

							
								
								16

							
						

						
								
								12:4-16

							
								
								#17: Our Greatest Defender

							
								
								When we are falsely accused, we should first and foremost allow God to defend us.

							
								
								17

							
						

						
								
								13:1-20

							
								
								#18: Inappropriate 
Influences

							
								
								Spiritual leaders should not allow selfish opinions to cause them to make unwise decisions. 

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								13:21-33

							
								
								#19: Majority Opinions

							
								
								We must not assume that majority opinions always reflect God's will.

							
								
								19

							
						

						
								
								14:1-10

							
								
								#20: Majority 
Resentment

							
								
								If we support a minority opinion that is clearly in God's will, we should expect intense resentment if the majority are living out of God's will.

							
								
								20

							
						

						
								
								14:11-19

							
								
								#21: Depth of Character

							
								
								We should consider difficult challenges as opportunities to be humble, to be unselfish, and to defend God's character.

							
								
								21

							
						

						
								
								14:20-45

							
								
								#22: Inappropriate 
Human Effort

							
								
								When we disobey the Lord, we should never attempt to correct our mistakes in our own strength.

							
								
								22

							
						

						
								
								15:22-36

							
								
								#23: Flagrant Defiance

							
								
								When we deliberately and consistently disobey God, we should evaluate the authenticity of our salvation experience.

							
								
								23

							
						

						
								
								16:1-35

							
								
								#24: Inexcusable 
Disloyalty

							
								
								We must never become a part of a conspiracy against godly spiritual leaders.

							
								
								24

							
						

						
								
								16:41-50

							
								
								#25: Misplacing Blame

							
								
								We must avoid our human tendency to turn criminals into victims.

							
								
								25

							
						

						
								
								18:8-21

							
								
								#26: Motivation in Ministry

							
								
								Those who receive material gifts in order to devote their time and effort to ministry should serve God and others with pure motives.

							
								
								26

							
						

						
								
								18:22-32

							
								
								#27: Ministerial Giving

							
								
								Those who devote full time to ministry are also to support God's work proportionately, just as the church supports them proportionately.

							
								
								27

							
						

						
								
								20:1-13

							
								
								#28: Spiritual Maturity

							
								
								Regardless of our age and spiritual maturity, we must guard against making foolish decisions that can hurt our witness for Jesus Christ.

							
								
								28

							
						

						
								
								20:22-29

							
								
								#29: God's Faithfulness

							
								
								Regardless of our failures, we can be assured that God will not forget us.

							
								
								29

							
						

						
								
								21:4-9

							
								
								#30: Looking to Jesus

							
								
								To receive the gift of eternal life, each of us must put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ who made atonement for our sins on the cross.

							
								
								30

							
						

						
								
								22:1–24:25

							
								
								#31: Our Sovereign God

							
								
								We are to trust God in all circumstances, believing that He can use anyone and anything to accomplish His purposes in this world.

							
								
								31

							
						

						
								
								25:1-5

							
								
								#32: Idolatry and 
Immorality

							
								
								We must be on guard against Satan's universal strategy to lead people into sexual immorality and idolatrous activities.

							
								
								32

							
						

						
								
								25:6-18

							
								
								#33: Church Discipline

							
								
								As members of Christ's body, the church, we are to separate ourselves from those who continue to engage in immoral behavior.

							
								
								33

							
						

						
								
								26:1-65

							
								
								#34: New Beginnings

							
								
								No matter what our failures as a community of believers, we should determine to move forward once we've dealt with our sin issues.

							
								
								34

							
						

						
								
								27:1-11

							
								
								#35: Equality in Christ

							
								
								In terms of our eternal inheritance, we must never believe or teach that God shows favoritism.

							
								
								35

							
						

						
								
								27:12-23

							
								
								#36: Leadership 
Succession

							
								
								At some point in time, every primary leader should initiate a plan for someone to be a successor.

							
								
								36

							
						

						
								
								28:1–29:40

							
								
								#37: Living Sacrifices

							
								
								To make a new beginning with God, we should present our bodies as living sacrifices that are holy and pleasing to the Lord.

							
								
								37

							
						

						
								
								30:1-16

							
								
								#38: Faith Promises

							
								
								When we make commitments before God and mankind, we should do so with total honesty.

							
								
								38

							
						

						
								
								32:1-42

							
								
								#39: The Wages of Sin

							
								
								When we deliberately and consistently sin against the Lord, we will ultimately suffer the consequences.

							
								
								39

							
						

						
								
								33:1-56

							
								
								#40: Obeying God Fully

							
								
								To be a witness in our world today, we must be transformed into the image of the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								40

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Numbers

				The Census of Israel

				1 The Lord spoke to Moses in the tent of meeting in the Wilderness of Sinai, on the first day of the second month of the second year after Israel's departure from the land of Egypt: 2 "Take a census of the entire Israelite community by their clans and their ancestral houses, counting the names of every male one by one.

				A Principle to Live By - Hearing God's Word

				[image: Getz0131.png]

				#1 Since God still speaks today through the authors of Scripture, we should devote ourselves to studying the Word of God in order to discern His will for our lives.

				In the book of Numbers, we read that the Lord spoke over 150 times. The children of Israel were without excuse in terms of knowing God's will regarding many different aspects of life and worship.

				How much more should we be without excuse today. We have the entire Bible, both the Old and the New Testaments. As Paul wrote to Timothy,

				All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. (2Tm 3:16-17)  (See 2Tm #8:Standing Firm on Scripture; 2Pt #3: The Word of God.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the practical benefits when we diligently study the Scriptures? (See 2Tm 2:15; 
3:16-17.)  (See Ps #113:God's Standard.)

				

				3 You and Aaron are to register those who are 20 years old or more by their military divisions — everyone who can serve in Israel's army.a 4 A man from each tribe is to be with you, each one the head of his ancestral house. 5 These are the names of the men who are to assist you:

				

				Elizur son of Shedeur from Reuben;

				6 Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai from Simeon;

				7 Nahshon son of Amminadab from Judah;

				8 Nethanel son of Zuar from Issachar;

				9 Eliab son of Helon from Zebulun;

				10 from the sons of Joseph:

				Elishama son of Ammihud from Ephraim,

				Gamaliel son of Pedahzur from Manasseh;

				11 Abidan son of Gideoni from Benjamin;

				12 Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai from Dan;

				13 Pagiel son of Ochran from Asher;

				14 Eliasaph son of Deuel b from Gad;

				15 Ahira son of Enan from Naphtali.

				

				16 These are the men called from the community; they are leaders of their ancestral tribes, the heads of Israel's clans."

				17 So Moses and Aaron took these men who had been designated by name, 18 and they assembled the whole community on the first day of the second month. They recorded their ancestry by their clans and their ancestral houses, counting one by one the names of those 20 years old or more, 19 just as the Lord commanded Moses. He registered them in the Wilderness of Sinai:

				

				A Principle to Live By - The Book of Life

				[image: Getz0132.png]

				#2 As believers, when we are tempted to doubt God's love and concern, we should remember that our names are forever written in the book of life. 

				God instructed Moses and Aaron to have 12 men help them organize Israel's military divisions. God Himself chose them, identifying each by name. 

				Jesus also chose 12 men to become the leaders of His spiritual army. As a group, their names were recorded four times (Mt 10:2-4; Mk 3:16-19; Lk 6:13-16; Ac 1:13). Even more significant, their names will be inscribed forever on the 12 foundations of the new Jerusalem (Rv 21:14). God has prepared this eternal city for all true believers whose names are recorded in"the book of life" (Php 4:3). 

				How encouraging to know that God knows our names. Jesus provided two illustrations of God's intimate care:

				Aren't two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them falls to the ground without your Father's consent. But even the hairs of your head have all been counted. So don't be afraid therefore; you are worth more than many sparrows. (Mt 10:29-31) 

				When we're tempted to conclude that God doesn't really care about each one of us, we should remind ourselves that we are secure in Christ and that our names will never be blotted out of the book of life. In fact, He knew us by name before He laid the foundations of the world (Rv 13:8; 17:8).  (See Eph #2:Our Position in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though we are not omniscient like God, why should we exert effort to remember people's names?  (See Rm #34:A Model of Encouragement.)

				

				20 The descendants of Reuben, the firstborn of Israel: according to their family records by their clans and their ancestral houses, counting one by one the names of every male 20 years old or more, everyone who could serve in the army, 21 those registered for the tribe of Reuben numbered 46,500.

				

				22 The descendants of Simeon: according to their family records by their clans and their ancestral houses, those registered counting one by one the names of every male 20 years old or more, everyone who could serve in the army, 23 those registered for the tribe of Simeon numbered 59,300.

				

				24 The descendants of Gad: according to their family records by their clans and their ancestral houses, counting the names of those 20 years old or more, everyone who could serve in the army, 25 those registered for the tribe of Gad numbered 45,650.

				

				26 The descendants of Judah: according to their family records by their clans and their ancestral houses, counting the names of those 20 years old or more, everyone who could serve in the army, 27 those registered for the tribe of Judah numbered 74,600.

				

				28 The descendants of Issachar: according to their family records by their clans and their ancestral houses, counting the names of those 20 years old or more, everyone who could serve in the army, 29 those registered for the tribe of Issachar numbered 54,400.

				

				30 The descendants of Zebulun: according to their family records by their clans and their ancestral houses, counting the names of those 20 years old or more, everyone who could serve in the army, 31 those registered for the tribe of Zebulun numbered 57,400.

				

				

				32 The descendants of Joseph:

				

				The descendants of Ephraim: according to their family records by their clans and their ancestral houses, counting the names of those 20 years old or more, everyone who could serve in the army, 33 those registered for the tribe of Ephraim numbered 40,500.

				

				34 The descendants of Manasseh: according to their family records by their clans and their ancestral houses, counting the names of those 20 years old or more, everyone who could serve in the army, 35 those registered for the tribe of Manasseh numbered 32,200.

				

				36 The descendants of Benjamin:according to their family records by their clans and their ancestral houses, counting the names of those 20 years old or more, everyone who could serve in the army, 37 those registered for the tribe of Benjamin numbered 35,400.

				

				38 The descendants of Dan: according to their family records by their clans and their ancestral houses, counting the names of those 20 years old or more, everyone who could serve in the army, 39 those registered for the tribe of Dan numbered 62,700.

				

				40 The descendants of Asher: according to their family records by their clans and their ancestral houses, counting the names of those 20 years old or more, everyone who could serve in the army, 41 those registered for the tribe of Asher numbered 41,500.

				

				42 The descendants of Naphtali: according to their family records by their clans and their ancestral houses, counting the names of those 20 years old or more, everyone who could serve in the army, 43 those registered for the tribe of Naphtali numbered 53,400.

				

				44 These are the men Moses and Aaron registered, with the assistance of the 12 leaders of Israel; each represented his ancestral house. 45 So all the Israelites 20 years old or more, everyone who could serve in Israel's army, were registered by their ancestral houses. 46 All those registered numbered 603,550.

				

	

Duties of the Levites

				47 But the Levites were not registered with them by their ancestral tribe. 48 For the Lord had told Moses: 49 "Do not register or take a census of the tribe of Levi with the other Israelites. 50 Appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of the •testimony, all its furnishings, and everything in it. They are to transport the tabernacle and all its articles, take care of it, and camp around it. 51 Whenever the tabernacle is to move, the Levites are to take it down, and whenever it is to stop at a campsite, the Levites are to set it up. Any unauthorized person who comes near it must be put to death.

				52 "The Israelites are to camp by their military divisions, each man with his encampment and under his banner. 53 The Levites are to camp around the tabernacle of the testimony and watch over it, so that no wrath will fall on the Israelite community."54 The Israelites did everything just as the Lord had commanded Moses.

				

	

Organization of the Camps

				2 The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron: 2 "The Israelites are to camp under their respective banners beside the flags of their ancestral houses. They are to camp around the tent of meeting at a distance from it:

				

				A Principle to Live By - Well-Ordered Lives

				[image: Getz0133.png]

				#3 Since we are made in God's image, we should live our lives in an orderly fashion.

				The opening chapters of Numbers focus primarily on organization and administration. The children of Israel were to worship according to the will of God, travel in an orderly fashion, and constantly stay ready for warfare.

				Paul wrote,"since God is not a God of disorder but of peace . . . everything must be done decently and in order" (1Co 14:33,40). Being able to manage life well is a principle that impacts all of us. In fact, one of the qualifications for leadership in the local church is the ability to manage our families (1Tm 3:4,12). And when Paul addressed this issue for women in his letter to Titus, he stated that"older women are to be reverent in behavior" so that they might be able to teach younger women to be"homemakers" (Ti 2:3-5)—in essence, to also manage their"households competently" (1Tm 3:12).

				Lack of order is at the heart of many church and family problems. Communication breaks down, misunderstandings arise, people become resentful, rumors start, and a spirit of disunity begins to pervade the environment. When this happens, Satan wins victory after victory, which often destroys our witness to non-Christians (1Co 14:23-25).  (See 1Co #29:Articulate Communication.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can we be more orderly in the way we conduct our daily activities, including our walk with God?  (See Neh #5:Strategic Planning.)

				

				3 Judah's military divisions will camp on the east side toward the sunrise under their banner. The leader of the descendants of Judah is Nahshon son of Amminadab. 4 His military division numbers 74,600. 5 The tribe of Issachar will camp next to it. The leader of the Issacharites is Nethanel son of Zuar. 6 His military division numbers 54,400. 7 The tribe of Zebulun will be next. The leader of the Zebulunites is Eliab son of Helon. 8 His military division numbers 57,400. 9 The total number in their military divisions who belong to Judah's encampment is 186,400; they will move out first.

				

				10 Reuben's military divisions will camp on the south side under their banner. The leader of the Reubenites is Elizur son of Shedeur. 11 His military division numbers 46,500. 12 The tribe of Simeon will camp next to it. The leader of the Simeonites is Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai. 13 His military division numbers 59,300. 14 The tribe of Gad will be next. The leader of the Gadites is Eliasaph son of Deuel. c 15 His military division numbers 45,650. 16 The total number in their military divisions who belong to Reuben's encampment is 151,450; they will move out second.

				

				17 The tent of meeting is to move out with the Levites' camp, which is in the middle of the camps. They are to move out just as they camp, each in his place,d with their banners.

				

				18 Ephraim's military divisions will camp on the west side under their banner. The leader of the Ephraimites is Elishama son of Ammihud. 19 His military division numbers 40,500. 20 The tribe of Manasseh will be next to it. The leader of the Manassites is Gamaliel son of Pedahzur. 21 His military division numbers 32,200. 22 The tribe of Benjamin will be next. The leader of the Benjaminites is Abidan son of Gideoni. 23 His military division numbers 35,400. 24 The total in their military divisions who belong to Ephraim's encampment number 108,100; they will move out third.

				

				25 Dan's military divisions will camp on the north side under their banner. The leader of the Danites is Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai. 26 His military division numbers 62,700. 27 The tribe of Asher will camp next to it. The leader of the Asherites is Pagiel son of Ochran. 28 His military division numbers 41,500. 29 The tribe of Naphtali will be next. The leader of the Naphtalites is Ahira son of Enan. 30 His military division numbers 53,400. 31 The total number who belong to Dan's encampment is 157,600; they are to move out last, with their banners."

				

				32 These are the Israelites registered by their ancestral houses. The total number in the camps by their military divisions is 603,550. 33 But the Levites were not registered among the Israelites, just as the Lord had commanded Moses.

				

				34 The Israelites did everything the Lord commanded Moses; they camped by their banners in this way and moved out the same way, each man by his clan and by his ancestral house.

				

	

Aaron's Sons and the Levites

				3 These are the family records of Aaron and Moses at the time the Lord spoke with Moses on Mount Sinai. 2 These are the names of Aaron's sons: Nadab, the firstborn, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 3 These are the names of Aaron's sons, the anointed priests, who were ordained to serve as priests. 4 But Nadab and Abihu died in the Lord's presence when they presented unauthorized fire before the Lord in the Wilderness of Sinai, and they had no sons. So Eleazar and Ithamar served as priests under the direction of Aaron their father.

				5 The Lord spoke to Moses: 6 "Bring the tribe of Levi near and present them to Aaron the priest to assist him. 7 They are to perform duties fore him and the entire community before the tent of meeting by attending to the service of the tabernacle. 8 They are to take care off all the furnishings of the tent of meeting and perform duties forg the Israelites by attending to the service of the tabernacle. 9 Assign the Levites to Aaron and his sons; they have been assigned exclusively to him h from the Israelites.10 You are to appoint Aaron and his sons to carry out their priestly responsibilities, but any unauthorized person who comes near the sanctuary must be put to death."

				11 The Lord spoke to Moses: 12 "See, I have taken the Levites from the Israelites in place of every firstborn Israelite from the womb. The Levites belong to Me, 13 because every firstborn belongs to Me. At the time I struck down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, I consecrated every firstborn in Israel to Myself, both man and animal. They are Mine; I am •Yahweh."

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual Leadership
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				#4 To carry out God's work in the world, we should appoint qualified spiritual leaders. 

				When God outlined His plan for worship at Mount Sinai, He chose the tribe of Levi to concentrate their efforts exclusively on helping the children of Israel to worship God appropriately. God then proceeded to instruct the priests and Levites regarding how to conduct their lives. In many respects, Jesus followed this same sequence during His ministry on earth. When He chose the 12 apostles, they were not mature. 

				However, after Jesus launched the church on the day of Pentecost, this process was reversed. Selection was now based on mature family relationships and godly character (see 1Tm 3:1-13; Ti 1:5-9). All leaders were to be born-again Christians, people whose hearts had been changed by the Holy Spirit. Furthermore, they were to be manifesting the fruit of the Holy Spirit, which is"love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith, gentleness, self-control" (Gl 5:22-23). Every spiritual leader in the church was to be able to say—if not with words, then with their lives—what Paul wrote to the Corinthians: 

				Imitate me, as I also imitate Christ. (1Co 11:1)  (See 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity; Ti #3: Doctrine of Character; 1Tm #7: Qualified Assistants.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does this principle apply to Christian ministries that are broader than the local church?

				

				

	

The Levitical Census

				14 The Lord spoke to Moses in the Wilderness of Sinai: 15 "Register the Levites by their ancestral houses and their clans. You are to register every male one month old or more." 16 So Moses registered them in obedience to the Lord as he had been commanded:

				

				17 These were Levi's sons by name: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 18 These were the names of Gershon's sons by their clans: Libni and Shimei. 19 Kohath's sons by their clans were Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. 20 Merari's sons by their clans were Mahli and Mushi. These were the Levite clans by their ancestral houses.

				

				21 The Libnite clan and the Shimeite clan came from Gershon; these were the Gershonite clans. 22 Those registered, counting every male one month old or more, numbered 7,500. 23 The Gershonite clans camped behind the tabernacle on the west side, 24 and the leader of the Gershonite family was Eliasaph son of Lael. 25 The Gershonites' duties at the tent of meeting involved the tabernacle, the tent, its covering, the screen for the entrance to the tent of meeting, 26 the hangings of the courtyard, the screen for the entrance to the courtyard that surrounds the tabernacle and the altar, and the tent ropes — all the work relating to these.

				

				27 The Amramite clan, the Izharite clan, the Hebronite clan, and the Uzzielite clan came from Kohath; these were the Kohathites. 28 Counting every male one month old or more, there were 8,600 i responsible for the duties ofj the sanctuary. 29 The clans of the Kohathites camped on the south side of the tabernacle, 30 and the leader of the family of the Kohathite clans was Elizaphan son of Uzziel. 31 Their duties involved the ark, the table, the lampstand, the altars, the sanctuary utensils that were used with these, and the screen — and all the work relating to them. 32 The chief of the Levite leaders was Eleazar son of Aaron the priest; he had oversight of those responsible for the duties ofk the sanctuary.

				

				33 The Mahlite clan and the Mushite clan came from Merari; these were the Merarite clans. 34 Those registered, counting every male one month old or more, numbered 6,200. 35 The leader of the family of the Merarite clans was Zuriel son of Abihail; they camped on the north side of the tabernacle. 36 The assigned duties of Merari's descendants involved the tabernacle's supports, crossbars, posts, bases, all its equipment, and all the work related to these, 37 in addition to the posts of the surrounding courtyard with their bases, tent pegs, and ropes.

				

				38 Moses, Aaron, and his sons, who performed the duties ofl the sanctuary as a service on behalf of the Israelites, camped in front of the tabernacle on the east, in front of the tent of meeting toward the sunrise. Any unauthorized person who came near it was to be put to death.

				

				39 The total number of all the Levite males one month old or more that Moses and Aaron m registered by their clans at the Lord's command was 22,000.

				

	

Redemption of the Firstborn

				40 The Lord told Moses:"Register every firstborn male of the Israelites one month old or more, and list their names. 41 You are to take the Levites for Me — I am Yahweh — in place of every firstborn among the Israelites, and the Levites' cattle in place of every firstborn among the Israelites' cattle." 42 So Moses registered every firstborn among the Israelites, as the Lord commanded him. 43 The total number of the firstborn males one month old or more listed by name was 22,273.

				44 The Lord spoke to Moses again: 45 "Take the 
Levites in place of every firstborn among the Israelites, and the Levites' cattle in place of their cattle. The Levites belong to Me; I am Yahweh. 46 As the redemption price for the 273 firstborn Israelites who outnumber 
the Levites, 47 collect five •shekels for each person, according to the standard sanctuary shekel — 20 gerahs to the shekel. 48 Give the money to Aaron and his sons as the redemption price for those who are in excess among the Israelites."

				49 So Moses collected the redemption money from those in excess of the ones redeemed by the Levites. 50 He collected the money from the firstborn Israelites: 1,365 shekels measured by the standard sanctuary shekel. 51 He gave the redemption money to Aaron and his sons in obedience to the Lord, just as the Lord commanded Moses.

				

	

Duties of the Kohathites

				4 The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron: 2 "Among the Levites, take a census of the Kohathites by their clans and their ancestral houses, 3 men from 30 years old to 50 years old — everyone who is qualifiedn to do work at the tent of meeting.

				4 "The service of the Kohathites at the tent of meeting concerns the most holy objects. 5 Whenever the camp is about to move on, Aaron and his sons are to go in, take down the screening veil, and cover the ark of the •testimony with it. 6 They are to place over this a covering made of manatee skin,o spread a solid blue cloth on top, and insert its poles.

				7 "They are to spread a blue cloth over the table of the Presence and place the plates and cups on it, as well as the bowls and pitchers for the •drink offering. The regular bread offering is to be on it. 8 They are to spread a scarlet cloth over them, cover them with a covering made of manatee skin,p and insert the poles in the table.

				9 "They are to take a blue cloth and cover the lampstand used for light, with its lamps, snuffers, and firepans, as well as its jars of oil by which they service it. 10 Then they must place it with all its utensils inside a covering made of manatee skinq and put them on the carrying frame.

				11 "They are to spread a blue cloth over the gold altar, cover it with a covering made of manatee skin,r and insert its poles. 12 They are to take all the serving utensils they use in the sanctuary, place them in a blue cloth, cover them with a covering made of manatee skin,s and put them on a carrying frame.

				13 "They are to remove the ashes from the bronze altar, spread a purple cloth over it, 14 and place all the equipment on it that they use in serving: the firepans, meat forks, shovels, and basins — all the equipment of the altar. They are to spread a covering made of manatee skint over it and insert its poles. u

				15 "Aaron and his sons are to finish covering the holy objects and all their equipment whenever the camp is to move on. The Kohathites will come and carry them, but they are not to touch the holy objects or they will die. These are the transportation duties of the Kohathites regarding the tent of meeting.

				16 "Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest, has oversight of the lamp oil, the fragrant incense, the daily •grain offering, and the anointing oil. He has oversight of the entire tabernacle and everything in it, the holy objects and their utensils."v

				17 Then the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron: 18 "Do not allow the Kohathite tribal clans to be wiped out from the Levites. 19 Do this for them so that they may live and not die when they come near the most holy objects: Aaron and his sons are to go in and assign each man his task and transportation duty. 20 The Kohathites are not to go in and look at the holy objects, even for a moment,w or they will die."

				

	

Duties of the Gershonites

				21 The Lord spoke to Moses: 22 "Take a census of the Gershonites also, by their ancestral houses and their clans. 23 Register men from 30 years old to 50 years old, everyone who is qualified to perform service, to do work at the tent of meeting. 24 This is the service of the Gershonite clans regarding work and transportation duties: 25 They are to transport the tabernacle curtains, the tent of meeting with its covering and the covering made of manatee skinx on top of it, the screen for the entrance to the tent of meeting, 26 the hangings of the courtyard, the screen for the entrance at the gate of 
the courtyard that surrounds the tabernacle and the altar, along with their ropes and all the equipment for their service. They will carry out everything that needs to be done with these items.

				27 "All the service of the Gershonites, all their transportation duties and all their other work, is to be done at the command of Aaron and his sons; you are to assign to them all that they are responsible to carry. 28 This is the service of the Gershonite clans at the tent of meeting, and their duties will be under the direction of Ithamar son of Aaron the priest.

				

	

Duties of the Merarites

				29 "As for the Merarites, you are to register them by their clans and their ancestral houses. 30 Register men from 30 years old to 50 years old, everyone who is qualified to do the work of the tent of meeting. 31 This is what they are responsible to carry as the whole of their service at the tent of meeting: the supports of the tabernacle, with its crossbars, posts, and bases, 32 the posts of the surrounding courtyard with their bases, tent pegs, and ropes, including all their equipment and all the work related to them. You are to assign by name the items that they are responsible to carry. 33 This is the service of the Merarite clans regarding all their work at the tent of meeting, under the direction of Ithamar son of Aaron the priest."

				

	

Census of the Levites

				34 So Moses, Aaron, and the leaders of the community registered the Kohathites by their clans and their ancestral houses, 35 men from 30 years old to 50 years old, everyone who was qualified for work at the tent of meeting. 36 The men registered by their clans numbered 2,750. 37 These were the registered men of the Kohathite clans, everyone who could serve at the tent of meeting. Moses and Aaron registered them at the Lord's command through Moses.

				38 The Gershonites were registered by their clans and their ancestral houses, 39 men from 30 years old to 50 years old, everyone who was qualified for work at the tent of meeting. 40 The men registered by their clans and their ancestral houses numbered 2,630. 41 These were the registered men of the Gershonite clans. At the Lord's command Moses and Aaron registered everyone who could serve at the tent of meeting.

				42 The men of the Merarite clans were registered by their clans and their ancestral houses, 43 those from 30 years old to 50 years old, everyone who was qualified for work at the tent of meeting. 44 The men registered by their clans numbered 3,200. 45 These were the registered men of the Merarite clans; Moses and Aaron registered them at the Lord's command through Moses.

				46 Moses, Aaron, and the leaders of Israel registered all the Levites by their clans and their ancestral houses, 47 from 30 years old to 50 years old, everyone who was qualified to do the work of serving at the tent of meeting and transporting it. 48 Their registered men numbered 8,580. 49 At the Lord's command they were registered under the direction of Moses, each one according to his work and transportation duty, and his assignment was as the Lord commanded Moses.

				

	

Isolation of the Unclean

				5 The Lord instructed Moses: 2 "Command the Israelites to send away anyone from the camp who is afflicted with a skin disease, anyone who has a bodily discharge, or anyone who is defiled because of a corpse. 3 You must send away both male or female; send them outside the camp, so that they will not defile their camps where I dwell among them." 4 The Israelites did this, sending them outside the camp. The Israelites did as the Lord instructed Moses.

				

	

Compensation for Wrongdoing

				5 The Lord spoke to Moses: 6 "Tell the Israelites: When a man or woman commits any sin against another, that person acts unfaithfully toward the Lord and is •guilty. 

				A Principle to Live By - Sinful Actions

				[image: Getz0135.png]

				#5 When we sin against another person, we should understand immediately that we are actually sinning against God.

				God has made this principle clear from Genesis to Revelation. Though here it is directed to Israel, it takes on a much deeper meaning in the church because of our unique relationship with God through Jesus Christ and our unique relationships within the body of Christ. Christ is our"head" (Eph 5:23), so as members of His body we are vitally connected to Jesus Christ. Every sin against any other member of the body affects the Lord Himself. Paul warned those who were causing their fellow Christians to stumble,

				Now when you sin like this against the brothers and wound their weak conscience, you are sinning against Christ. (1Co 8:12)  (See 1Co #19:Using Knowledge Responsibly.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it that many Christians don't stop to think about the fact that sinning against another human being is sinning against God?

				

				7 The person is to confess the sin he has committed. He is to pay full compensation, add a fifth of its value to it, and give it to the individual he has wronged.8 But if that individual has no relative to receive compensation, the compensation goes to the Lord for the priest, along with the •atonement ram by which the priest will make atonement for the guilty person. 9 Every holy contribution the Israelites present to the priest will be his. 10 Each one's holy contribution is his to give; what each one gives to the priest will be his."

				A Principle to Live By - Making Restitution
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				#6 When we have wronged someone, we should do all we can to make restitution.

				Though these specific rules related to Israel's culture, a principle of restitution emerges that applies to Christians who live in various cultures of the world and at various moments in history.

				The story of Zacchaeus illustrates this point. When he decided to follow Jesus, he said,"And if I have extorted anything from anyone, I'll pay back four times as much!" (Lk 19:8). Jesus honored his sincere intent and said,"Today salvation has come to this house" (Lk 19:9). Jesus was not teaching that in order to be saved we must first make restitution. The moment we genuinely put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, we are cleansed from all our sins. 

				As a believer, Zacchaeus knew in his heart what he could do immediately. For some believers, it takes time to make things right. The important point is that in our hearts we sincerely desire to make restitution for sins against others. Then, we are to develop a plan to make it happen and then act on our plan.

				Reflection and Response

				To what extent is it necessary for a Christian who has wronged someone, particularly in an economic sense, to go beyond asking for forgiveness and to make restitution?

				

				

	

The Jealousy Ritual

				11 The Lord spoke to Moses: 12 "Speak to the Israelites and tell them: If any man's wife goes astray, is unfaithful to him, 13 and sleeps with another,y but it is concealed from her husband, and she is undetected, even though she has defiled herself, since there is no witness against her, and she wasn't caught in the act; 14 and if a feeling of jealousy comes over the husband and he becomes jealous because of his wife who has defiled herself — or if a feeling of jealousy comes over him and he becomes jealous of her though she has not defiled herself — 15 then the man is to bring his wife to the priest. He is also to bring an offering for her of two quartsz of barley flour. He is not to pour oil over it or put frankincense on it because it is a •grain offering of jealousy, a grain offering for remembrance that brings sin to mind.

				16 "The priest is to bring her forward and have her stand before the Lord. 17 Then the priest is to take holy water in a clay bowl, and take some of the dust from the tabernacle floor and put it in the water. 18 After the priest has the woman stand before the Lord, he is to let down her hairaa and place in her hands the grain offering for remembrance, which is the grain offering of jealousy. The priest is to hold the bitter water that brings a curse. 19 The priest will require the woman to take an oath and will say to her, 'If no man has slept with you, if you have not gone astray and become defiled while under your husband's authority, be unaffected by this bitter water that brings a curse. 20 But if you have gone astray while under your husband's authority, if you have defiled yourself and a man other than your husband has slept with you' — 21 at this point the priest must make the woman take the oath with the sworn curse, and he is to say to her — 'May the Lord make you into an object of your people's cursing and swearing when He makes your thigh shrivel and your belly swell.ab 22 May this water that brings a curse enter your stomach, causing your belly to swell and your thigh to shrivel.'

				"And the woman must reply, '•Amen, Amen.'

				23 "Then the priest is to write these curses on a scroll and wash them off into the bitter water. 24 He will require the woman to drink the bitter water that brings a curse, and it will enter her and cause bitter suffering. 25 The priest is to take the grain offering of jealousy from the woman's hand, wave the offering before the Lord, and bring it to the altar. 26 The priest is to take a handful of the grain offering as a memorial portion and burn it on the altar. Then he will require the woman to drink the water.

				27 "When he makes her drink the water, if she has defiled herself and been unfaithful to her husband, the water that brings a curse will enter her and cause bitter suffering; her belly will swell, and her thigh will shrivel. She will become a curse among her people. 28 But if the woman has not defiled herself and is pure, she will be unaffected and will be able to conceive children.

				29 "This is the law regarding jealousy when a wife goes astray and defiles herself while under her husband's authority, 30 or when a feeling of jealousy comes over a husband and he becomes jealous of his wife. He is to have the woman stand before the Lord, and the priest will apply this entire ritual to her. 31 The husband will be free of guilt, but that woman will bear the consequences of her guilt."

				A Principle to Live By - Handling Jealousy Appropriately
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				#7 When we experience jealousy in our lives and encounter these feelings in others, we should deal with these emotions in appropriate ways.

				In this Old Testament setting, God was dealing with the age-old problem of jealousy—particularly on the part of a husband who is suspicious his wife may be having an affair. The seriousness of this problem is spelled out in Proverbs:

				For jealousy enrages a husband, and he will show no mercy when he takes revenge. He will not be appeased by anything or be persuaded by lavish gifts. (Pr 6:34-35)

				To determine whether or not a husband's feelings were valid, the Lord instituted this supernatural process that would surface the truth (Nm 5:11-28).  (Review Nm #16: The Power of Jealousy)

				Today, we have no such divine ritual. However, we still have the human tendency to both create jealousy in others and to feel it ourselves. Affection and jealousy are intense twin emotions. They are God-created feelings. We are made in His image, and God is a God of love, but also a jealous God. However in humans, jealousy can result in sinful attitudes and actions.

				When Paul dealt with this emotion among the Corinthians, where it is called envy, it had definitely become sinful jealousy (1Co 3:3). They were still infants in Christ, living like unbelievers. The answer to their problem was to grow spiritually, to put childish ways behind them, and to become mature in Christ, reflecting faith, hope, and love—but especially love (1Co 13:11-13)! When we walk in the Spirit and reflect the fruit of the Spirit, we will not allow sinful emotions to take control of our lives, nor will we purposely create jealous feelings in others.  (See 1Co #27:Reflections of Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why are the feelings of affection and jealousy twin emotions, and how can we keep them from becoming sinful? When sin does occur, how do we handle the situation biblically?  (See Gn #59:Jealousy and Anger.)

				

				

	

The Nazirite Vow

				6 The Lord instructed Moses: 2 "Speak to the Israelites and tell them: When a man or woman makes a special vow, a Nazirite vow, to consecrate himself toac the Lord, 3 he is to abstain from wine and beer. He must not drink vinegar made from wine or from beer. He must not drink any grape juice or eat fresh grapes or raisins. 4 He is not to eat anything produced by the grapevine, from seeds to skin,ad during his vow.

				5 "You must not cut his hairae throughout the time of his vow of consecration. He must be holy until the time is completed during which he consecrates himself to the Lord; he is to let the hair of his head grow long. 6 He must not go near a dead body during the time he consecrates himself to the Lord. 7 He is not to defile himself for his father or mother, or his brother or sister, when they die, because the hair consecrated to his God is on his head. 8 He is holy to the Lord during the time of consecration.

				9 "If someone suddenly dies near him, defiling his consecrated head of hair, he must shave his head on the day of his purification; he is to shave it on the seventh day. 10 On the eighth day he is to bring two turtledoves or two young pigeons to the priest at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 11 The priest is to offer one as a •sin offering and the other as a •burnt offering to make •atonement on behalf of the Nazirite, since he sinned because of the corpse. On that day he must consecrateaf his head again. 12 He is to rededicate his time of consecration to the Lord and to bring a year-old male lamb as a •restitution offering. But do not count the previous period, because his consecrated hair became defiled.

				13 "This is the law of the Nazirite: On the day his time of consecration is completed, he must be brought to the entrance to the tent of meeting. 14 He is to present an offering to the Lord of one unblemished year-old male lamb as a burnt offering, one unblemished year-old female lamb as a sin offering, one unblemished ram as a •fellowship offering, 15 along with their •grain offerings and •drink offerings, and a basket of unleavened cakes made from fine flour mixed with oil, and unleavened wafers coated with oil.

				16 "The priest is to present these before the Lord and sacrifice the Nazirite's sin offering and burnt offering. 17 He will also offer the ram as a fellowship sacrifice to the Lord, together with the basket of unleavened bread. Then the priest will offer the accompanying grain offering and drink offering.

				18 "The Nazirite is to shave his consecrated head at the entrance to the tent of meeting, take the hair from his head, and put it on the fire under the fellowship sacrifice. 19 The priest is to take the boiled shoulder from the ram, one unleavened cake from the basket, and one unleavened wafer, and put them into the hands of the Nazirite after he has shaved his consecrated head. 20 The priest is to wave them as a presentation offering before the Lord. It is a holy portion for the priest, in addition to the breast of the presentation offering and the thigh of the contribution. After that, the Nazirite may drink wine.

				21 "This is the ritual of the Nazirite who vows his offering to the Lord for his consecration, in addition to whatever else he can afford; he must fulfill whatever vow he makes in keeping with the ritual for his consecration."

				

	

The Priestly Blessing

				22 The Lord spoke to Moses: 23 "Tell Aaron and his sons how you are to bless the Israelites. Say to them:

				

				24 May •Yahweh bless you and protect you;

				25 may Yahweh make His face shine on you

				and be gracious to you;

				26 may Yahweh look with favor on youag

				and give you peace.ah

				

				27 In this way they will pronounce My name overai the Israelites, and I will bless them."

				A Principle to Live By - Blessing One Another
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				#8 As followers of Jesus Christ, we are to bless one another in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

				God gave Aaron and his sons the responsibility and privilege to pray that God would look favorably on Israel and that He would protect them from their enemies and give them peace (v. 25). This beautiful Aaronic blessing is still repeated today among Jewish people and is a very appropriate Christian blessing as well.

				However, as those who believe that Jesus Christ is the Messiah, we have a unique and more comprehensive blessing to share with fellow believers. Paul pronounced this blessing on the Corinthians:

				The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. (2Co 13:13)

				As Christians, we have been redeemed by Christ's blood, and He has made us"a kingdom and priests to our God" (Rv 5:9-10). Though extending a blessing is certainly a pastoral privilege and responsibility, it is not just for an elite group of spiritual leaders. Since we all have access to the presence of God, we all have the responsibility and privilege to bless each other in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

				Reflection and Response

				What are the benefits of pronouncing a blessing on our fellow Christians, including our children? (See Rm 15:13.)

				

				

	

Offerings from the Leaders

				7 On the day Moses finished setting up the tabernacle, he anointed and consecrated it and all its furnishings, along with the altar and all its utensils. After he anointed and consecrated these things, 2 the leaders of Israel, the heads of their ancestral houses, presented an offering. They were the tribal leaders who supervised the registration. 3 They brought as their offering before the Lord six covered carts and 12 oxen, a cart from every two leaders and an ox from each one, and presented them in front of the tabernacle.

				4 The Lord said to Moses, 5 "Accept these from them to be used in the work of the tent of meeting, and give this offering to the Levites, to each division according to their service."

				6 So Moses took the carts and oxen and gave them to the Levites. 7 He gave the Gershonites two carts and four oxen corresponding to their service, 8 and gave the Merarites four carts and eight oxen corresponding to their service, under the direction of Ithamar son of Aaron the priest. 9 But he did not give any to the Kohathites, since their responsibility was service related to the holy objects carried on their shoulders.

				10 The leaders also presented the dedication gift for the altar when it was anointed. The leaders presented their offerings in front of the altar. 11 The Lord told Moses,"Each day have one leader present his offering for the dedication of the altar."

				

				12 The one who presented his offering on the first day was Nahshon son of Amminadab from the tribe of Judah. 13 His offering was one silver dish weighing 3 1/4 poundsaj and one silver basin weighing 1 3/4 pounds,ak measured by the standard sanctuary •shekel, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a •grain offering; 14 one gold bowl weighing four ounces,al full of incense; 15 one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year old, for a •burnt offering; 16 one male goat for a •sin offering; 17 and two bulls, five rams, five male breeding goats, and five male lambs a year old, for the •fellowship sacrifice. This was the offering of Nahshon son of Amminadab.

				

				18 On the second day Nethanel son of Zuar, leader of Issachar, presented an offering. 19 As his offering, he presented one silver dish weighing 3 1/4 poundsam and one silver basin weighing 1 3/4 pounds,an measured by the standard sanctuary shekel, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 20 one gold bowl weighing four ounces,ao full of incense; 21 one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 22 one male goat for a sin offering; 23 and two bulls, five rams, five male breeding goats, and five male lambs a year old, for the fellowship sacrifice. This was the offering of Nethanel son of Zuar.

				

				24 On the third day Eliab son of Helon, leader of the Zebulunites, presented an offering. 25 His offering was one silver dish weighing 3 1/4 poundsap and one silver basin weighing 1 3/4 pounds,aq measured by the standard sanctuary shekel, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 26 one gold bowl weighing four ounces,ar full of incense; 27 one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 28 one male goat for a sin offering; 29 and two bulls, five rams, five male breeding goats, and five male lambs a year old, for the fellowship sacrifice. This was the offering of Eliab son of Helon.

				

				30 On the fourth day Elizur son of Shedeur, leader of the Reubenites, presented an offering. 31 His offering was one silver dish weighing 3 1/4 poundsas and one silver basin weighing 1 3/4 pounds,at measured by the standard sanctuary shekel, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 32 one gold bowl weighing four ounces,au full of incense; 33 one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 34 one male goat for a sin offering; 35 and two bulls, five rams, five male breeding goats, and five male lambs a year old, for the fellowship sacrifice. This was the offering of Elizur son of Shedeur.

				

				36 On the fifth day Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai, leader of the Simeonites, presented an offering. 37 His offering was one silver dish weighing 3 1/4 poundsav and one silver basin weighing 1 3/4 pounds,aw measured by the standard sanctuary shekel, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 38 one gold bowl weighing four ounces,ax full of incense; 39 one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 40 one male goat for a sin offering; 41 and two bulls, five rams, five male breeding goats, and five male lambs a year old, for the fellowship sacrifice. This was the offering of Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai.

				

				42 On the sixth day Eliasaph son of Deuel, ay leader of the Gadites, presented an offering. 43 His offering was one silver dish weighing 3 1/4 poundsaz and one silver basin weighing 1 3/4 pounds,ba measured by the standard sanctuary shekel, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 44 one gold bowl weighing four ounces,bb full of incense; 45 one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 46 one male goat for a sin offering; 47 and two bulls, five rams, five male breeding goats, and five male lambs a year old, for the fellowship sacrifice. This was the offering of Eliasaph son of Deuel. bc

				

				48 On the seventh day Elishama son of Ammihud, leader of the Ephraimites, presented an offering. 49 His offering was one silver dish weighing 3 1/4 poundsbd and one silver basin weighing 1 3/4 pounds,be measured by the standard sanctuary shekel, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 50 one gold bowl weighing four ounces,bf full of incense; 51 one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 52 one male goat for a sin offering; 53 and two bulls, five rams, five male breeding goats, and five male lambs a year old, for the fellowship sacrifice. This was the offering of Elishama son of Ammihud.

				

				54 On the eighth day Gamaliel son of Pedahzur, leader of the Manassites, presented an offering. 55 His offering was one silver dish weighing 3 1/4 poundsbg and one silver basin weighing 1 3/4 pounds,bh measured by the standard sanctuary shekel, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 56 one gold bowl weighing four ounces,bi full of incense; 57 one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 58 one male goat for a sin offering; 59 and two bulls, five rams, five male breeding goats, and five male lambs a year old, for the fellowship sacrifice. This was the offering of Gamaliel son of Pedahzur.

				

				60 On the ninth day Abidan son of Gideoni, leader of the Benjaminites, presented an offering. 61 His offering was one silver dish weighing 3 1/4 poundsbj and one silver basin weighing 1 3/4 pounds,bk measured by the standard sanctuary shekel, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 62 one gold bowl weighing four ounces,bl full of incense; 63 one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 64 one male goat for a sin offering; 65 and two bulls, five rams, five male breeding goats, and five male lambs a year old, for the fellowship sacrifice. This was the offering of Abidan son of Gideoni.

				

				66 On the tenth day Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai, leader of the Danites, presented an offering. 67 His offering was one silver dish weighing 3 1/4 poundsbm and one silver basin weighing 1 3/4 pounds,bn measured by the standard sanctuary shekel, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 68 one gold bowl weighing four ounces,bo full of incense; 69 one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 70 one male goat for a sin offering; 71 and two bulls, five rams, five male breeding goats, and five male lambs a year old, for the fellowship sacrifice. This was the offering of Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai.

				

				72 On the eleventh day Pagiel son of Ochran, leader of the Asherites, presented an offering. 73 His offering was one silver dish weighing 3 1/4 poundsbp and one silver basin weighing 1 3/4 pounds,bq measured by the standard sanctuary shekel, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 74 one gold bowl weighing four ounces,br full of incense; 75 one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 76 one male goat for a sin offering; 77 and two bulls, five rams, five male breeding goats, and five male lambs a year old, for the fellowship sacrifice. This was the offering of Pagiel son of Ochran.

				

				78 On the twelfth day Ahira son of Enan, leader of the Naphtalites, presented an offering. 79 His offering was one silver dish weighing 3 1/4 poundsbs and one silver basin weighing 1 3/4 pounds,bt measured by the standard sanctuary shekel, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 80 one gold bowl weighing four ounces,bu full of incense; 81 one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 82 one male goat for a sin offering; 83 and two bulls, five rams, five male breeding goats, and five male lambs a year old, for the fellowship sacrifice. This was the offering of Ahira son of Enan.

				

				84 This was the dedication gift from the leaders of Israel for the altar when it was anointed: 12 silver dishes, 12 silver basins, and 12 gold bowls. 85 Each silver dish weighed 3 1/4 pounds,bv and each basin 1 3/4 pounds.bw The total weight of the silver articles was 60 poundsbx measured by the standard sanctuary shekel. 86 The 12 gold bowls full of incense each weighed four ouncesby measured by the standard sanctuary shekel. The total weight of the gold bowls was three pounds.bz87 All the livestock for the burnt offering totaled 12 bulls, 12 rams, and 12 male lambs a year old, with their grain offerings, and 12 male goats for the sin offering.88 All the livestock for the fellowship sacrifice totaled 24 bulls, 60 rams, 60 male breeding goats, and 60 male lambs a year old. This was the dedication gift for the altar after it was anointed.

				A Principle to Live By - Modeling Generosity
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				#9 Spiritual leaders should take the lead in being generous with their material possessions.

				Chapter 7 details what the various leaders in Israel gave as dedication gifts for the altar and the tabernacle. This introduces us to a principle that is verified throughout the biblical story. 

				In the New Testament, Barnabas stands out as one of the greatest examples. He was a Levite, so he would have had a clear understanding of the Old Testament model in the book of Numbers. He was a businessman who had evidently invested in property in Jerusalem, and when the necessity arose to meet the needs of the new and growing church, he"sold a field he owned, brought the money, and laid it at the apostles' feet" (Ac 4:37). 

				This biblical example runs counter to the strong emphasis on confidentiality that often accompanies Christian giving today. What Barnabas did was made visible not only to the apostles, but also to others in Jerusalem. Otherwise, Ananias and Sapphira wouldn't have attempted to do the same thing (Ac 5:1-11). The Holy Spirit wanted Barnabas to be a visible model to believers throughout the centuries. That's why he inspired Luke to record these events.  (See Ac #8:Generosity.)

				On another occasion, Paul used the generosity of Christians in Macedonia to motivate those in Corinth to be unselfish as well (2Co 8:1-5). As Christians today, we need personal and corporate models to inspire us to use our material possessions to further the kingdom of God. This is why elders and deacons are not to be"greedy for money" (Ti 1:7; 1Tm 3:8). All spiritual leaders are to model generosity.  (See 2Co #12:Models of Generosity.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is modeling so important when it comes to encouraging others to be generous with their material possessions?

				

				89 When Moses entered the tent of meeting to speak with the Lord, he heard the voice speaking to him from above the •mercy seat that was on the ark of the •testimony, from between the two •cherubim. He spoke to him that way.

				

	

The Lighting in the Tabernacle

				8 The Lord spoke to Moses: 2 "Speak to Aaron and tell him: When you set up the lamps, the seven lamps are to give light in front of the lampstand." 3 So Aaron did this; he set up its lamps to give light in front of the lampstand just as the Lord had commanded Moses. 4 This is the way the lampstand was made: it was a hammered work of gold, hammered from its base to its flower petals. The lampstand was made according to the pattern the Lord had shown Moses.

				

	

Consecration of the Levites

				5 The Lord spoke to Moses: 6 "Take the Levites from among the Israelites and ceremonially cleanse them. 7 This is what you must do to them for their purification: Sprinkle them with the purification water. Have them shave their entire bodies and wash their clothes, and so purify themselves.

				8 "They are to take a young bull and its •grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil, and you are to take a second young bull for a •sin offering. 9 Bring the Levites before the tent of meeting and assemble the entire Israelite community. 10 Then present the Levites before the Lord, and have the Israelites lay their hands on them. 11 Aaron is to present the Levites before the Lord as a presentation offering from the Israelites, so that they may perform the Lord's work. 12 Next the Levites are to lay their hands on the heads of the bulls. Sacrifice one as a sin offering and the other as a •burnt offering to the Lord, to make •atonement for the Levites.

				13 "You are to have the Levites stand before Aaron and his sons, and you are to present them before the Lord as a presentation offering. 14 In this way you are to separate the Levites from the rest of the Israelites so that the Levites will belong to Me. 15 After that the Levites may come to serve at the tent of meeting, once you have ceremonially cleansed them and presented them as a presentation offering. 16 For they have been exclusively assigned to Me from the Israelites. I have taken them for Myself in place of all who come first from the womb, every Israelite firstborn. 17 For every firstborn among the Israelites is Mine, both man and animal. I consecrated them to Myself on the day I struck down every firstborn in the land of Egypt. 18 But I have taken the Levites in place of every firstborn among the Israelites. 19 From the Israelites, I have given the Levites exclusively to Aaron and his sons to perform the work for the Israelites at the tent of meeting and to make atonement on their behalf, so that no plague will come against the Israelites when they approach the sanctuary."

				20 Moses, Aaron, and the entire Israelite community did this to the Levites. The Israelites did everything to them the Lord commanded Moses regarding the Levites. 21 The Levites purified themselves and washed their clothes; then Aaron presentedca them before the Lord as a presentation offering. Aaron also made atonement for them to ceremonially cleanse them. 22 After that, the Levites came to do their work at the tent of meeting in the presence of Aaron and his sons. So they did to them as the Lord had commanded Moses concerning the Levites.

				23 The Lord spoke to Moses: 24 "In regard to the Levites: From 25 years old or more, a man enters the service in the work at the tent of meeting. 25 But at 50 years old he is to retire from his service in the work and no longer serve. 26 He may assist his brothers to fulfill responsibilitiescb at the tent of meeting, but he must not do the work. This is how you are to deal with the Levites regarding their duties."

				A Principle to Live By - The Blood of Christ
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				#10 As new covenant believers who are cleansed by the blood of Christ, we are to serve one another.

				Before the Levites could lead the children of Israel in worship, they had to go through a special ceremonial cleansing. This was only necessary because the earthly sacrificial system had not yet been replaced by the once-for-all sacrifice of the perfect Lamb of God, the Lord Jesus Christ. Today, there is no elite leadership group in the church that is more ceremonially clean than the community of believers in general. We all have access to the Holy Father through the Lord Jesus Christ:

				For by the grace given to me, I tell everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he should think. Instead, think sensibly, as God has distributed a measure of faith to each one. Now as we have many parts in one body, and all the parts do not have the same function, in the same way we who are many are one body in Christ and individually members of one another. (Rm 12:3-5)  (See Rm #22:A Servant's Heart.)

				This does not mean that local church leaders cannot and should not be recognized for their spiritual maturity and be commissioned to serve the body of the Lord Jesus Christ (Ac 13:2-3), but when we engage in this kind of special ceremony, we are simply to recognize these men and women as those who are qualified spiritually and who have a desire to serve others in the church.  (See Ex #31:Set Apart for God.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it necessary to understand that all Christians are cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ and all have the same access to God?  (See Heb #9:The God-Man.)

				

				

	

The Second Passover

				9 In the first month of the second year after their departure from the land of Egypt, the Lord told Moses in the Wilderness of Sinai: 2 "The Israelites are to observe the •Passover at its appointed time. 3 You must observe it at its appointed time on the fourteenth day of this month at twilight; you are to observe it according to all its statutes and ordinances." 4 So Moses told the Israelites to observe the Passover, 5 and they observed it in the first month on the fourteenth day at twilight in the Wilderness of Sinai. The Israelites did everything as the Lord had commanded Moses.  (See Ex #12:Christ, the Passover Lamb.)

				6 But there were some men who were •unclean because of a human corpse, so they could not observe the Passover on that day. These men came before Moses and Aaron the same day 7 and said to him,"We are unclean because of a human corpse. Why should we be excluded from presenting the Lord's offering at its appointed time with the other Israelites?"

				8 Moses replied to them,"Wait here until I hear what the Lord commands for you."

				9 Then the Lord spoke to Moses: 10 "Tell the Israelites: When any one of you or your descendants is unclean because of a corpse or is on a distant journey, he may still observe the Passover to the Lord. 11 Such people are to observe it in the second month, on the fourteenth day at twilight. They are to eat the animal with unleavened bread and bitter herbs; 12 they may not leave any of it until morning or break any of its bones. They must observe the Passover according to all its statutes.

				13 "But the man who is ceremonially •clean, is not on a journey, and yet fails to observe the Passover is to be cut off from his people, because he did not present the Lord's offering at its appointed time. That man will bear the consequences of his sin.

				14 "If a foreigner resides with you and wants to observe the Passover to the Lord, he is to do so according to the Passover statute and its ordinances. You are to apply the same statute to both the foreign resident and the native of the land."

				

	

Guidance by the Cloud

				15 On the day the tabernacle was set up, the cloud covered the tabernacle, the tent of the •testimony, and it appeared like fire above the tabernacle from evening until morning. 16 It remained that way continuously: the cloud would cover it, cc appearing like fire at night. 17 Whenever the cloud was lifted up above the tent, the Israelites would set out; at the place where the cloud stopped, there the Israelites camped. 18 At the Lord's command the Israelites set out, and at the Lord's command they camped. As long as the cloud stayed over the tabernacle, they camped.

				19 Even when the cloud stayed over the tabernacle many days, the Israelites carried out the Lord's requirement and did not set out. 20 Sometimes the cloud remained over the tabernacle for only a few days. They would camp at the Lord's command and set out at the Lord's command. 21 Sometimes the cloud remained only from evening until morning; when the cloud lifted in the morning, they set out. Or if it remained a day and a night, they moved out when the cloud lifted. 22 Whether it was two days, a month, or longer,cd the Israelites camped and did not set out as long as the cloud stayed over the tabernacle. But when it was lifted, they set out. 23 They camped at the Lord's command, and they set out at the Lord's command. They carried out the Lord's requirement according to His command through Moses.

				

	

Two Silver Trumpets

				10 The Lord spoke to Moses: 2 "Make two trumpets of hammered silver to summon the community and have the camps set out. 3 When both are sounded in long blasts, the entire community is to gather before you at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 4 However, if one is sounded, only the leaders, the heads of Israel's clans, are to gather before you.

				5 "When you sound short blasts, the camps pitched on the east are to set out. 6 When you sound short blasts a second time, the camps pitched on the south are to set out. Short blasts are to be sounded for them to set out. 7 When calling the assembly together, you are to sound long blasts, not short ones. 8 The sons of Aaron, the priests, are to sound the trumpets. Your use of these is a permanent statute throughout your generations.

				9 "When you enter into battle in your land against an adversary who is attacking you, sound short blasts on the trumpets, and you will be remembered before the Lord your God and be delivered from your enemies. 10 You are to sound the trumpets over your •burnt offerings and your •fellowship sacrifices and on your joyous occasions, your appointed festivals, and the beginning of each of your months. They will serve as a reminder for you before your God: I am •Yahweh your God."

				A Principle to Live By - Our Trumpet Call

				[image: Getz0141.png]

				#11 When God's trumpet call summons us to meet Jesus Christ, we should be spiritually ready to meet our Savior.

				The two silver trumpets were very important in Israel. This was part of their communication system, and in a sense, served the same purpose as loudspeakers do today. One of the most important signals was to call together the entire community. 

				Someday, there will be a loud trumpet sound that will summon all true believers—those who have died and those who are still alive—to join Jesus Christ in the clouds of heaven. The apostle Paul described this great event to the Corinthians and the Thessalonians:

				Listen! I am telling you a mystery: We will not all fall asleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the blink of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we will be changed. (1Co 15:51-52)

				For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the archangel's voice, and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are still alive will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air and so we will always be with the Lord. (1Th 4:16-17)

				Reflection and Response

				In view of the fact that God's trumpet could sound and Jesus Christ could come at any moment, how should we live our lives as Christians from day to day? (See Ti 2:11-14.)  (See Ti #6:Motivated by God's Grace.)

				

				

	

From Sinai to Paran

				11 During the second year, in the second month on the twentieth day of the month, the cloud was lifted up above the tabernacle of the •testimony. 12 The Israelites traveled on from the Wilderness of Sinai, moving from one place to the next until the cloud stopped in the Wilderness of Paran. 13 They set out for the first time according to the Lord's command through Moses.

				14 The military divisions of the camp of Judah with their banner set out first, and Nahshon son of Amminadab was over Judah's divisions. 15 Nethanel son of Zuar was over the division of the Issachar tribe, 16 and Eliab son of Helon was over the division of the Zebulun tribe. 17 The tabernacle was then taken down, and the Gershonites and the Merarites set out, transporting the tabernacle.

				18 The military divisions of the camp of Reuben with their banner set out, and Elizur son of Shedeur was over Reuben's division. 19 Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai was over the division of Simeon's tribe, 20 and Eliasaph son of Deuel was over the division of the tribe of Gad. 21 The Kohathites then set out, transporting the holy objects; the tabernacle was to be set up before their arrival.

				22 Next the military divisions of the camp of Ephraim with their banner set out, and Elishama son of Ammihud was over Ephraim's division. 23 Gamaliel son of Pedahzur was over the division of the tribe of Manasseh, 24 and Abidan son of Gideoni was over the division of the tribe of Benjamin.

				25 The military divisions of the camp of Dan with their banner set out, serving as rear guard for all the camps, and Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai was over Dan's division. 26 Pagiel son of Ochran was over the division of the tribe of Asher, 27 and Ahira son of Enan was over the division of the tribe of Naphtali. 28 This was the order of march for the Israelites by their military divisions as they set out.

				29 Moses said to Hobab, son of Moses' father-in-lawce Reuel the Midianite:"We're setting out for the place the Lord promised: 'I will give it to you.' Come with us, and we will treat you well, for the Lord has promised good things to Israel."

				30 But he replied to him,"I don't want to go. Instead, I will go to my own land and my relatives."

				31 "Please don't leave us," Moses said,"since you know where we should camp in the wilderness, and you can serve as our eyes. 32 If you come with us, whatever good the Lord does for us we will do for you."

				A Principle to Live By - Sharing Our Blessings
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				#12 We must not forget to bless those who have blessed us on our spiritual journey.

				This dynamic little story involved a conversation between Moses and his wife's relative. When Moses said,"Whatever good the Lord does for us we will do for you" (v. 32), he was illustrating this very important principle. We must share our blessings with others, especially those who have ministered to us. 

				Paul addressed this issue in a very personal way when he wrote to Philemon from a Roman prison regarding this man's slave, Onesimus. Paul had led Onesimus to Christ after the slave had escaped from Philemon's household and had probably stolen from his master. Paul was sending Philemon back, not just as a slave, but as a brother in Christ. Paul then offered to pay back anything Onesimus had stolen: 

				So if you consider me a partner, accept him as you would me. And if he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I will repay it—not to mention to you that you owe me even your own self. (Phm 17-19) 

				In essence, Paul was reminding his dear friend that he had led him to Christ, which made Philemon indebted, not only to the Lord, but to Paul, the rest of his life. Like Philemon, we should never forget to share our blessings with those who have helped us achieve our life goals on our spiritual journey. 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to forget what others have done in helping us to achieve our goals in life? How does this concept relate to those who have ministered to us spiritually?  (See Gn #63:Not Forgetting.)

				

				

				33 They set out from the mountain of the Lord on a three-day journey with the ark of the Lord's covenant traveling ahead of them for those three days to seek a resting place for them. 34 Meanwhile, the cloud of the Lord was over them by day when they set out from the camp.

				35 Whenever the ark set out, Moses would say:

				

				Arise, Lord!

				Let Your enemies be scattered,

				and those who hate You flee from Your presence.

				

				36 When it came to rest, he would say:

				

				Return, Lord,

				to the countless thousands of Israel.

				

	

Complaints about Hardship

				11 Now the people began complaining openly beforecf the Lord about hardship. When the Lord heard, His anger burned, and fire from the Lord blazed among them and consumed the outskirts of the camp. 2 Then the people cried out to Moses, and he prayed to the Lord, and the fire died down. 3 So that place was named Taberah, because the Lord's fire had blazed among them.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Selfish Complaining
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				#13 As recipients of God's blessings, we must be on guard against the sin of ungratefulness.

				God had revealed His laws from Mount Sinai with incredible verification of His awesome holiness. He now continued to reveal His presence as they moved on toward the promised land. But then it happened! Only three days into the journey, the children of Israel began to complain"openly before the Lord about hardship" (v. 1). This was blatant ungratefulness. This is why God became so intensely angry with His chosen people. 

				In Paul's day, the Thessalonians were experiencing intense persecution because of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. In the midst of their trials, Paul wrote,

				Rejoice always! Pray constantly. Give thanks in everything for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 
(1Th 5:16-18)  (See 1Th #12:Relationships with God.)

				But in Moses' day, the people of Israel were anything but thankful for their deliverance from Egyptian slavery and for everything God had done for them on their journey. Rather than rejoicing and praying in the midst of their difficulties, they complained and murmured among themselves. 

				Reflection and Response

				Why do we as Christians so quickly forget the things God has done for us and then complain about what we don't have rather than being thankful for what we do have?  (See Ex #16:Short Memories.)

				

				

	

Complaints about Food

				4 Contemptible peoplecg among them had a strong craving for other food. The Israelites cried again and said,"Who will feed us meat? 5 We remember the free fish we ate in Egypt, along with the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions, and garlic. 6 But now our appetite is gone;ch there's nothing to look at but this manna!"

				7 The manna resembled coriander seed, and its appearance was like that of bdellium. 8 The people walked around and gathered it. They ground it on a pair of grinding stones or crushed it in a mortar, then boiled it in a cooking pot and shaped it into cakes. It tasted like a pastry cooked with the finest oil. 9 When the dew fell on the camp at night, the manna would fall with it.

				A Principle to Live By - Sinful Influences
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				#14 We must not allow worldly and sinful people to impact our attitudes and actions in unspiritual ways.

				The"contemptible people" (v. 4) mentioned here were probably not Israelites, but the"ethnically diverse crowd" that had come from Egypt (Ex 12:38). However, this worldly crowd impacted God's chosen people, and it was"the Israelites" themselves who cried out for meat and were not content with the manna God had provided. 

				Paul warned against associating with worldly people:

				But now I am writing you not to associate with anyone who claims to be a believer who is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or verbally abusive, a drunkard or a swindler. Do not even eat with such a person. (1Co 5:11)

				Here Paul was not encouraging the Corinthians—or us—to withdraw completely from the world (1Co 5:10), for if we did, how could we be"salt" and"light" (Mt 5:13-16)? Rather, he was warning against associations that could easily cause us to engage in sinful activities (1Co 15:33). 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it often easier for Christians generally to be influenced in negative ways by worldly people rather than worldly people to be influenced positively by those who are living in God's will?  (See Pr #3:The Right Path.)

				

				10 Moses heard the people, family after family, crying at the entrance of their tents. The Lord was very angry; Moses was also provoked.ci11 So Moses asked the Lord,"Why have You brought such trouble on Your servant? Why are You angry with me, and why do You burden me with all these people?12 Did I conceive all these people? Did I give them birth so You should tell me, 'Carry them at your breast, as a nursing woman carries a baby,' to the land that You cj swore to give their fathers?13 Where can I get meat to give all these people? For they are crying to me: 'Give us meat to eat! ' 14 I can't carry all these people by myself. They are too much for me. 15 If You are going to treat me like this, please kill me right now. If You are pleased with me, don't let me see my misery ck anymore."

				A Principle to Live By - Honesty with God
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				#15 When we become discouraged and even disgusted because of fickle people, we should share our negative feelings openly and honestly with God.

				Understandably and justifiably, Moses was distraught. The people for whom he had once interceded were again provoking God with their faithlessness.  (See Ex #33:Supernatural Compassion.)

				

				God understood Moses' frustration. After all, He was angry too. The Lord responded to Moses' cry for help by providing 70 elders to help him bear this burden (vv. 16-17).

				Moses was not being disrespectful—he still recognized God as God—but he was being honest with his feelings, even though his thinking was distorted. We might as well tell God our thoughts and feelings since He knows everything anyway.

				What Paul wrote to the Philippians verifies this biblical truth:

				Don't worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses every thought, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. (Php 4:6-7)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we share our feelings of hurt, anger, discouragement, and disillusionment with God and yet acknowledge that He is the sovereign and Holy God?  (See Jb #7:Honesty with God.)

				

				

	

Seventy Elders Anointed

				16 The Lord answered Moses,"Bring Me 70 men from Israel known to you as elders and officers of the people. Take them to the tent of meeting and have them stand there with you. 17 Then I will come down and speak with you there. I will take some of the Spirit who is on you and put the Spirit on them. They will help you bear the burden of the people, so that you do not have to bear it by yourself.   (See Ex #23:Delegating Effectively.)

				18 "Tell the people: Purify yourselves in readiness for tomorrow, and you will eat meat because you cried before the Lord: 'Who will feed us meat? We really had it good in Egypt.' The Lord will give you meat and you will eat. 19 You will eat, not for one day, or two days, or five days, or 10 days, or 20 days, 20 but for a whole month — until it comes out of your nostrils and becomes nauseating to you — because you have rejected the Lord who is among you, and cried to Him: 'Why did we ever leave Egypt? '"

				21 But Moses replied,"I'm in the middle of a people with 600,000 foot soldiers, yet You say, 'I will give them meat, and they will eat for a month.' 22 If flocks and herds were slaughtered for them, would they have enough? Or if all the fish in the sea were caught for them, would they have enough?"

				23 The Lord answered Moses,"Is the Lord's power limited?cl You will see whether or not what I have promised will happen to you."

				24 Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord. He brought 70 men from the elders of the people and had them stand around the tent. 25 Then the Lord descended in the cloud and spoke to him. He took some of the Spirit that was on Moses and placed the Spirit on the 70 elders. As the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied, but they never did it again. 26 Two men had remained in the camp, one named Eldad and the other Medad; the Spirit rested on them — they were among those listed, but had not gone out to the tent — and they prophesied in the camp. 27 A young man ran and reported to Moses,"Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp."

				28 Joshua son of Nun, assistant to Moses since his youth, cm responded,"Moses, my lord, stop them!"

				29 But Moses asked him,"Are you jealous on my account? If only all the Lord's people were prophets and the Lord would place His Spirit on them!" 30 Then Moses returned to the camp along with the elders of Israel.

				

	

Quail in the Camp

				31 A wind sent by the Lord came up and blew quail in from the sea; it dropped them at the camp all around, three feetcn offco the ground, about a day's journey in every direction. 32 The people were up all that day and night and all the next day gathering the quail — the one who took the least gathered 50 bushelscp — and they spread them out all around the camp.

				33 While the meat was still between their teeth, before it was chewed, the Lord's anger burned against the people, and the Lord struck them with a very severe plague. 34 So they named that place Kibroth-hattaavah, because there they buried the people who had craved the meat.

				35 From Kibroth-hattaavah the people moved on to Hazeroth and remained there.

				

	

Miriam and Aaron Rebel

				12 Miriam and Aaron criticized Moses because of the •Cushite cq woman he married (for he had married a Cushite woman). 2 They said,"Does the Lord speak only through Moses? Does He not also speak through us?" And the Lord heard it. 3 Moses was a very humble man, more so than any man on the face of the earth.

				A Principle to Live By - The Power of Jealousy
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				#16 We must not allow jealousy to cause us to sin against God and our fellow human beings.

				The real issue at this point was not Moses' marriage. Rather, the real problem seemingly focused on Miriam's jealousy. In turn, she evidently influenced Aaron to join her in criticizing Moses' authority. Perhaps Moses' wife threatened Miriam's leadership role in Israel. After all, as Moses' sister she had a prominent place for years among the children of Israel. She had helped save Moses' life when he was floating in a little basket in the Nile River (Ex 2:7-8). As a prophetess, she had led all the women in a song when they crossed the Red Sea (Ex 15:20-21). Whatever the issue, both Miriam and Aaron allowed their jealousy to evolve into a critical spirit. 

				Jealousy can cause anyone to rationalize, distort the truth, and even engage in acts of violence. For example, when Paul and his fellow missionaries were preaching the gospel in Thessalonica and people were responding in faith, we read,

				But the Jews became jealous, and they brought together some scoundrels from the marketplace, formed a mob, and started a riot in the city. Attacking Jason's house, they searched for them to bring them out to the public assembly. (Ac 17:5)

				Jealousy, of course, is not just a problem for unbelievers. Some of the Corinthians allowed envy to divide the church (1Co 3:1-3). Paul's answer to this problem—and to all of the other sinful practices in Corinth—was to"pursue love" (1Co 13:4-6; 14:1). Christlike love is the only antidote to jealousy.  (Review Nm #7: Handling Jealousy Appropriately)

				Reflection and Response

				When we have feelings of jealousy, how can we keep these feelings from causing us to sin against our fellow human beings?

				

				4 Suddenly the Lord said to Moses, Aaron, and Miriam,"You three come out to the tent of meeting." So the three of them went out. 5 Then the Lord descended in a pillar of cloud, stood at the entrance to the tent, and summoned Aaron and Miriam. When the two of them came forward, 6 He said:

				

				"Listen to what I say:

				If there is a prophet among you from the Lord,

				I make Myself known to him in a vision;

				I speak with him in a dream.

				7 Not so with My servant Moses;

				he is faithful incr all My household.

				8 I speak with him directly,cs

				openly, and not in riddles;

				he sees the form of the Lord.

				

				So why were you not afraid to speak against My servant Moses?" 9 The Lord's anger burned against them, and He left.

				10 As the cloud moved away from the tent, Miriam's skin suddenly became diseased, as white as snow. When Aaron turned toward her, he saw that she was diseased 11 and said to Moses,"My lord, please don't hold against us this sin we have so foolishly committed. 12 Please don't let her be like a dead baby ct whose flesh is half eaten away when he comes out of his mother's womb."

				13 Then Moses cried out to the Lord,"God, please heal her!"

				14 The Lord answered Moses,"If her father had merely spit in her face, wouldn't she remain in disgrace for seven days? Let her be confined outside the camp for seven days; after that she may be brought back in." 15 So Miriam was confined outside the camp for seven days, and the people did not move on until Miriam was brought back in. 16 After that, the people set out from Hazeroth and camped in the Wilderness of Paran.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Greatest Defender
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				#17 When we are falsely accused, we should first and foremost allow God to defend us.

				God was very displeased with these false accusations against Moses and immediately came to his defense. Since Miriam evidently instigated this confrontation, God struck her with leprosy. To his credit, Aaron stepped forward and shared the blame and pleaded on Miriam's behalf. God was merciful and healed Miriam after seven days of isolation (v. 15).

				It's not wrong to defend ourselves when we are falsely accused. Paul defended his apostleship to the Corinthians (1Co 9:1-12). However, there are times we should wait for God to set the record straight. Sometimes He intervenes directly. More often, He uses others to defend us. Either way, He does it very effectively.

				When we are tempted to retaliate, let's remember the Lord Jesus Christ who suffered incredible rejection as an innocent sacrifice for our sins. Isaiah captured Jesus' reactions:

				He was oppressed and afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth. Like a lamb led to the slaughter and like a sheep silent before her shearers, He did not open His mouth. (Is 53:7)  (See Php #6:Imitating Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				When is it appropriate to defend ourselves and when should we allow God to defend us?  (See Ac #44:Self-Defense.)

				

				

	

Scouting Out Canaan

				13 The Lord spoke to Moses: 2 "Send men to scout out the land of Canaan I am giving to the Israelites. Send one man who is a leader among them from each of their ancestral tribes." 3 Moses sent them from the Wilderness of Paran at the Lord's command. All the men were leaders in Israel.4 These were their names:

				

				Shammua son of Zaccur from the tribe of Reuben;

				5 Shaphat son of Hori from the tribe of Simeon;

				6 Caleb son of Jephunneh from the tribe of Judah;

				7 Igal son of Joseph from the tribe of Issachar;

				8 Hoshea son of Nun from the tribe of Ephraim;

				9 Palti son of Raphu from the tribe of Benjamin;

				10 Gaddiel son of Sodi from the tribe of Zebulun;

				11 Gaddi son of Susi from the tribe of Manasseh (from the tribe of Joseph);

				12 Ammiel son of Gemalli from the tribe of Dan;

				13 Sethur son of Michael from the tribe of Asher;

				14 Nahbi son of Vophsi from the tribe of Naphtali;

				15 Geuel son of Machi from the tribe of Gad.

				

				16 These were the names of the men Moses sent to scout out the land, and Moses renamed Hoshea son of Nun, Joshua.

				17 When Moses sent them to scout out the land of Canaan, he told them,"Go up this way to the •Negev, then go up into the hill country. 18 See what the land is like, and whether the people who live there are strong or weak, few or many. 19 Is the land they live in good or bad? Are the cities they live in encampments or fortifications?20 Is the land fertile or unproductive? Are there trees in it or not? Be courageous. Bring back some fruit from the land." It was the season for the first ripe grapes.

				A Principle to Live By - Inappropriate Influences
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				#18 Spiritual leaders should not allow selfish opinions to cause them to make unwise decisions. 

				When Moses penned Deuteronomy and reviewed what actually happened, we see that it was not Moses' idea or the Lord's to send spies into Canaan. Rather, God had commanded His people to"go up and take possession" of the land. However, some in Israel wanted to"send men" to"explore the land" (Dt 1:20-22). Wanting to be a good listener as well as a strong spiritual leader, Moses consented to this plan. However, it was not the Lord's will.  (See Dt #3:Maintaining a Clear Focus.)

				When it comes to the church, we see a much different approach to leadership and decision-making. Men and women are to be chosen based on spiritual qualifications (1Tm 3:1-13; Ti 1:5-9). Though they are certainly to be in touch with the concerns of those they lead, they are not to be influenced by immature Christians within the body of Christ. If they were to allow this to happen, they could make decisions that were definitely out of the will of God and that could ultimately hurt the whole church. It's not the will of God that believers today wander aimlessly because of those who lack vision and a sincere desire to do the will of God.  (See 1Co #7:Becoming Like Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can wanting to please everyone cause spiritual leaders to make decisions that hinder God's work?

				

				21 So they went up and scouted out the land from the Wilderness of Zin as far as Rehob near the entrance to Hamath.cu 22 They went up through the Negev and came to Hebron, where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the descendants of Anak, were living. Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt. 23 When they came to the Valley of Eshcol, they cut down a branch with a single cluster of grapes, which was carried on a pole by two men. They also took some pomegranates and figs. 24 That place was called the Valley of Eshcol because of the cluster of grapes the Israelites cut there. 25 At the end of 40 days they returned from scouting out the land.

				

	

Report about Canaan

				26 The men went back to Moses, Aaron, and the entire Israelite community in the Wilderness of Paran at Kadesh. They brought back a report for them and the whole community, and they showed them the fruit of the land. 27 They reported to Moses:"We went into the land where you sent us. Indeed it is flowing with milk and honey, and here is some of its fruit. 28 However, the people living in the land are strong, and the cities are large and fortified. We also saw the descendants of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites are living in the land of the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites, and Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live by the sea and along the Jordan."

				30 Then Caleb quieted the people in the presence of Moses and said,"We must go up and take possession of the land because we can certainly conquer it!"

				31 But the men who had gone up with him responded,"We can't go up against the people because they are stronger than we are!" 32 So they gave a negative report to the Israelites about the land they had scouted:"The land we passed through to explore is one that devours its inhabitants, and all the people we saw in it are men of great size. 33 We even saw the Nephilimthere — the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim! To ourselves we seemed like grasshoppers, and we must have seemed the same to them."

				A Principle to Live By - Majority Opinions

				[image: Getz0149.png]

				#19 We must not assume that majority opinions always reflect God's will. 

				The 10 men who opposed going into Canaan were listening to their selfish and fearful hearts, not God's word through Moses. They also ignored everything that God had so miraculously provided for them thus far. Consequently, they led the whole congregation in Israel to turn against Caleb and Joshua and ultimately against Moses and Aaron. The majority opinion was obviously sinful and out of the will of God. 

				The New Testament teaches that community decisions are important within the body of Jesus Christ. It's a safeguard against carnal individuals with personal agendas. However, it is also true that the more people there are who are involved in critical decision-making, the more people there will be who are driven by selfish and immature motives. 

				This is why we have such a high standard for men and women who are chosen to lead the church (1Tm 3:1-13; Ti 1:5-9). This is also why Paul warned the elders in Ephesus that"savage wolves" would join their group"with deviant doctrines to lure the disciples into following them" (Ac 20:29-30). This is essentially what happened in Israel among the 12 spies: the majority were carnal and immature.  (Review Nm #4: Spiritual Leadership)

				Reflection and Response

				How can a local church practice community thinking and input and yet avoid allowing unspiritual Christians to thwart the work of God?

				

				

	

Israel's Refusal to Enter Canaan

				14 Then the whole community broke into loud cries, and the people wept that night. 2 All the Israelites complained about Moses and Aaron, and the whole community told them,"If only we had died in the land of Egypt, or if only we had died in this wilderness! 3 Why is the Lord bringing us into this land to die by the sword? Our wives and little children will become plunder. Wouldn't it be better for us to go back to Egypt?" 4 So they said to one another,"Let's appoint a leader and go back to Egypt."

				5 Then Moses and Aaron fell down with their faces to the ground in front of the whole assembly of the Israelite community. 6 Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among those who scouted out the land, tore their clothes 7 and said to the entire Israelite community:"The land we passed through and explored is an extremely good land.8 If the Lord is pleased with us, He will bring us into this land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and give it to us. 9 Only don't rebel against the Lord, and don't be afraid of the people of the land, for we will devour them. Their protection has been removed from them, and the Lord is with us. Don't be afraid of them!"

				10 While the whole community threatened to stone them, the glory of the Lord appeared to all the Israelites at the tent of meeting.

				A Principle to Live By - Majority Resentment

				#20 If we support a minority opinion that is clearly in God's will, we should expect intense resentment if the majority are living out of God's will. 

				[image: Getz0150.png]

				God's will was clear regarding Canaan: the children of Israel were to possess the land. The 10 spies who gave a negative report and discouraged the children of Israel were definitely violating God's will, operating from a purely human point of view. 

				Caleb and Joshua were following God's will. They believed God's promises. However, 
when they defended their convictions, it created such anger in Israel that"the whole community threatened to stone them" (v. 10) and might have succeeded if God had not intervened. 

				As we've already noted in Principle 19, the majority opinion is not always right. When Paul returned to Jerusalem after his third missionary journey, a large number of Jews turned against him because of his message of grace. Clearly outnumbered, the elders and God-fearing believers in Jerusalem could not control those who attacked Paul. In many respects, this is what happened in Israel centuries before when the majority turned against a minority.  (See Ac #41:Potential Persecution.)

				Reflection and Response

				As dedicated Christians who are committed to doing the will of God, how should we respond to people who resent our convictions and responses?  (See 2Tm #7:Able to Teach.)

				

				

	

God's Judgment of Israel's Rebellion

				11 The Lord said to Moses,"How long will these people despise Me? How long will they not trust in Me despite all the signs I have performed among them?12 I will strike them with a plague and destroy them. Then I will make you into a greater and mightier nation than they are."

				13 But Moses replied to the Lord,"The Egyptians will hear about it, for by Your strength You brought up this people from them. 14 They will tell it to the inhabitants of this land. They have heard that You, Lord, are among these people, how You, Lord, are seen face to face, how Your cloud stands over them, and how You go before them in a pillar of cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night. 15 If You kill this people with a single blow,cv the nations that have heard of Your fame will declare, 16 'Since the Lord wasn't able to bring this people into the land He swore to give them, He has slaughtered them in the wilderness.'

				17 "So now, may my Lord's power be magnified just as You have spoken: 18 The Lord is slow to anger and rich in faithful love, forgiving wrongdoing and rebellion. But He will not leave the •guilty unpunished, bringing the consequences of the fathers' wrongdoing on the children to the third and fourth generation.19 Please pardon the wrongdoing of this people, in keeping with the greatness of Your faithful love, just as You have forgiven them from Egypt until now."

				A Principle to Live By - Depth of Character
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				#21 We should consider difficult challenges as opportunities to be humble, to be unselfish, and to defend God's character. 

				In this event we see the depth of Moses' character and his love for God and the children of Israel. Think about how tempting it would be for the average person to allow pride to take over at a moment like this (v. 12)! But Moses defended God's character rather than giving in to selfish interests. He was indeed a very humble man (12:3). This is an important reason the sovereign Lord of the universe responded positively to His human friend.  (See Ex #33:Supernatural Compassion.)

				We also see this principle illustrated in the life of Paul. Explaining his"thorn in the flesh" to the Corinthians, he wrote:

				So I take pleasure in weaknesses, insults, catastrophes, persecutions, and in pressures, because of Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong. (2Co 12:10)

				Reflection and Response

				Why does it often take deep and painful trials to reveal our true character?  (See Gn #65:Preparation for Greater Responsibility.)

				

				20 The Lord responded,"I have pardoned them as you requested. 21 Yet as surely as I live and as the whole earth is filled with the Lord's glory,22 none of the men who have seen My glory and the signs I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have tested Me these 10 times and did not obey Me, 23 will ever see the land I swore to give their fathers. None of those who have despised Me will see it. 24 But since My servant Caleb has a different spirit and has followed Me completely, I will bring him into the land where he has gone, and his descendants will inherit it. 25 Since the Amalekites and Canaanites are living in the lowlands,cw turn back tomorrow and head for the wilderness in the direction of the •Red Sea."

				26 Then the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron: 27 "How long must I endure this evil community that keeps complaining about Me? I have heard the Israelites' complaints that they make against Me. 28 Tell them: As surely as I live," this is the Lord's declaration,"I will do to you exactly as I heard you say. 29 Your corpses will fall in this wilderness — all of you who were registered in the census, the entire number of you 20 years old or more — because you have complained about Me. 30 I swear that none of you will enter the land I promisedcx to settle you in, except Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun. 31 I will bring your children whom you said would become plunder into the land you rejected, and they will enjoy it.32 But as for you, your corpses will fall in this wilderness. 33 Your children will be shepherds in the wilderness for 40 years and bear the penalty for your acts of unfaithfulness until all your corpses lie scattered in the wilderness. 34 You will bear the consequences of your sins 40 years based on the number of the 40 days that you scouted the land, a year for each day.cy You will know My displeasure.cz 35 I, •Yahweh, have spoken. I swear that I will do this to the entire evil community that has conspired against Me. They will come to an end in the wilderness, and there they will die."

				36 So the men Moses sent to scout out the land, and who returned and incited the entire community to complain about him by spreading a negative report about the land — 37 those men who spread the negative report about the land were struck down by the Lord. 38 Only Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh remained alive of those men who went to scout out the land.

				

	

Israel Routed

				39 When Moses reported these words to all the Israelites, the people were overcome with grief. 40 They got up early the next morning and went up the ridge of the hill country, saying,"Let's go to the place the Lord promised, for we were wrong."

				41 But Moses responded,"Why are you going against the Lord's command? It won't succeed. 42 Don't go, because the Lord is not among you and you will be defeated by your enemies. 43 The Amalekites and Canaanites are right in front of you, and you will fall by the sword. The Lord won't be with you, since you have turned from following Him."

				44 But they dared to go up the ridge of the hill country, even though the ark of the Lord's covenant and Moses did not leave the camp. 45 Then the Amalekites and Canaanites who lived in that part of the hill country came down, attacked them, and routed them as far as Hormah.

				A Principle to Live By - Inappropriate Human Effort
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				#22 When we disobey the Lord, we should accept personal responsibility but never attempt to correct our mistakes in our own strength.

				The children of Israel went from one extreme to another. They blatantly disobeyed God and ignored His promises. Then, when they were disciplined, they tried to enter Canaan in their own strength, in spite of Moses' warnings that they would fail. And fail they did!

				Centuries later, Peter had a similar experience. Just before the crucifixion, Jesus asked Peter to stay awake and support Him in prayer. Earlier that day Peter had proudly claimed to be willing to lay down his life for Jesus, but at this critical moment, he fell asleep (Mt 26:33; Jn 13:37). An hour later when Jesus found him asleep, he identified him as"Simon," implying he was not the"rock" Jesus had wanted him to be.  (See Mt #55:Our Great High Priest.)

				Humiliated and ashamed, Peter tried in his own strength to compensate for his failure. When Judas betrayed Jesus and the soldiers moved in to capture Him, Peter drew his sword and lashed out. However, what Peter was doing was not part of God's plan, and once again Jesus rebuked him (Jn 18:10-11). How easy it is for all of us to react like Peter did.

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to do things solely in our own strength to try correct our own mistakes?

				

				

	

Laws about Offerings

				15 The Lord instructed Moses: 2 "Speak to the Israelites and tell them: When you enter the land I am giving you to settle in, 3 and you make a fire offering to the Lord from the herd or flock — either a •burnt offering or a sacrifice, to fulfill a vow, or as a freewill offering, or at your appointed festivals — to produce a pleasing aroma for the Lord, 4 the one presenting his offering to the Lord must also present a •grain offering of two quartsda of fine flour mixed with a quartdb of oil. 5 Prepare a quartdc of wine as a •drink offering with the burnt offering or sacrifice of each lamb.

				6 "If you prepare a grain offering with a ram, it must be four quartsdd of fine flour mixed with a third of a gallonde of oil. 7 Also present a third of a gallondf of wine for a drink offering as a pleasing aroma to the Lord.

				8 "If you prepare a young bull as a burnt offering or as a sacrifice, to fulfill a vow, or as a •fellowship offering to the Lord, 9 a grain offering of six quartsdg of fine flour mixed with two quartsdh of oil must be presented with the bull. 10 Also present two quartsdi of wine as a drink offering. It is a fire offering of pleasing aroma to the Lord. 11 This is to be done for each ox, ram, lamb, or goat. 12 This is how you must prepare each of them, no matter how many.

				13 "Every Israelite is to prepare these things in this way when he presents a fire offering as a pleasing aroma to the Lord. 14 When a foreigner resides with you or someone else is among you and wants to prepare a fire offering as a pleasing aroma to the Lord, he is to do exactly as you do throughout your generations. 15 The assembly is to have the same statute for dj both you and the foreign resident as a permanent statute throughout your generations. You and the foreigner will be alike before the Lord. 16 The same law and the same ordinance will apply to both you and the foreigner who resides with you."

				17 The Lord instructed Moses: 18 "Speak to the Israelites and tell them: After you enter the land where I am bringing you, 19 you are to offer a contribution to the Lord when you eat from the food of the land. 20 You are to offer a loaf from your first batch of dough as a contribution; offer it just like a contribution from the threshing floor. 21 Throughout your generations, you are to give the Lord a contribution from the first batch of your dough.

				22 "When you sin unintentionally and do not obey all these commands that the Lord spoke to Moses — 23 all that the Lord has commanded you through Moses, from the day the Lord issued the commands and onward throughout your generations — 24 and if it was done unintentionally without the community's awareness, the entire community is to prepare one young bull for a burnt offering as a pleasing aroma to the Lord, with its grain offering and drink offering according to the regulation, and one male goat as a •sin offering. 25 The priest must then make •atonement for the entire Israelite community so that they may be forgiven, for the sin was unintentional. They are to bring their offering, one made by fire to the Lord, and their sin offering before the Lord for their unintentional sin. 26 The entire Israelite community and the foreigner who resides among them will be forgiven, since it happened to all the people unintentionally.

				27 "If one person sins unintentionally, he is to present a year-old female goat as a sin offering. 28 The priest must then make atonement before the Lord on behalf of the person who acts in error sinning unintentionally, and when he makes atonement for him, he will be forgiven. 29 You are to have the same law for the person who acts in error, whether he is an Israelite or a foreigner who lives among you.

				30 "But the person who acts defiantly,dk whether native or foreign resident, blasphemes the Lord. That person is to be cut off from his people. 31 He will certainly be cut off, because he has despised the Lord's word and broken His command; his •guilt remains on him."

				

	

Sabbath Violation

				32 While the Israelites were in the wilderness, they found a man gathering wood on the Sabbath day.33 Those who found him gathering wood brought him to Moses, Aaron, and the entire community. 34 They placed him in custody because it had not been decided what should be done to him. 35 Then the Lord told Moses,"The man is to be put to death. The entire community is to stone him outside the camp." 36 So the entire community brought him outside the camp and stoned him to death, as the Lord had commanded Moses.

				A Principle to Live By - Flagrant Defiance
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				#23 When we deliberately and consistently disobey God, we should evaluate the authenticity of our salvation experience.

				This episode depicts a very sobering situation. A man defiantly violated the Sabbath law and paid the ultimate price. Since the children of Israel were often rebellious and insolent rather than submissive and obedient, to allow any individual to openly rebel against God's laws would encourage even more rebellion. 

				True Christians live under grace, not law, and Jesus Christ has already paid for our sins by offering Himself as the ultimate price. However, if we detect a rebellious spirit in our lives, we should examine ourselves to make sure our hearts are really surrendered to Christ. Paul, warned the Corinthians not to do the wicked things the Israelites had done in the wilderness (1Co 10:6-10). Concerning the punishment the Israelites endured, he said,

				Now these things happened to them as examples, and they were written as a warning to us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. So, whoever thinks he stands must be careful not to fall. (1Co 10:11-12)

				Though the Bible acknowledges that it's possible for Christians to live carnal lives (1Co 3:1-4), it also teaches us that persistent sin is out of character for someone who is truly saved. Paul asked incredulously,"How can we who died to sin still live in it?" (Rm 6:2). Instead, he called on every Christian to"walk worthy of the calling you have received" (Eph 4:1).  (See Eph #8:Walking Worthy.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways does God discipline His children today? (Note: In answering this question, we must be careful to discern between natural disasters or evil actions that are unrelated to specific sins in our lives and those events that are related to God's discipline.)  (See Heb #19:God's Discipline.)

				

				

	

Tassels for Remembrance

				37 The Lord said to Moses, 38 "Speak to the Israelites and tell them that throughout their generations they are to make tassels for the corners of their garments, and put a blue cord on the tassel at each corner. 39 These will serve as tassels for you to look at, so that you may remember all the Lord's commands and obey them and not become unfaithful by following your own heart and your own eyes. 40 This way you will remember and obey all My commands and be holy to your God. 41 I am •Yahweh your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God; I am Yahweh your God."

				

	

Korah Incites Rebellion

				16 Now Korah son of Izhar, son of Kohath, son of Levi, with Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab, and On son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took 2 250 prominent Israelite men who were leaders of the community and representatives in the assembly, and they rebelled against Moses. 3 They came together against Moses and Aaron and told them,"You have gone too far!dl Everyone in the entire community is holy, and the Lord is among them. Why then do you exalt yourselves above the Lord's assembly?"

				4 When Moses heard this, he fell facedown. 5 Then he said to Korah and all his followers,"Tomorrow morning the Lord will reveal who belongs to Him, who is set apart, and the one He will let come near Him. He will let the one He chooses come near Him. 6 Korah, you and all your followers are to do this: take firepans, and tomorrow 7 place fire in them and put incense on them before the Lord. Then the man the Lord chooses will be the one who is set apart. It is you Levites who have gone too far!"dm

				8 Moses also told Korah,"Now listen, Levites! 9 Isn't it enough for you that the God of Israel has separated you from the Israelite community to bring you near to Himself, to perform the work at the Lord's tabernacle, and to stand before the community to minister to them? 10 He has brought you near, and all your fellow Levites who are with you, but you are seeking the priesthood as well. 11 Therefore, it is you and all your followers who have conspired against the Lord! As for Aaron, who is hedn that you should complain about him?"

				12 Moses sent for Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, but they said,"We will not come! 13 Is it not enough that you brought us up from a land flowing with milk and honey to kill us in the wilderness? Do you also have to appoint yourself as ruler over us? 14 Furthermore, you didn't bring us to a land flowing with milk and honey or give us an inheritance of fields and vineyards. Will you gouge out the eyes of these men? We will not come!"

				15 Then Moses became angry and said to the Lord,"Don't respect their offering. I have not taken one donkey from them or mistreated a single one of them." 16 So Moses told Korah,"You and all your followers are to appear before the Lord tomorrow — you, they, and Aaron. 17 Each of you is to take his firepan, place incense on it, and present his firepan before the Lord — 250 firepans. You and Aaron are each to present your firepan also."

				18 Each man took his firepan, placed fire in it, put incense on it, and stood at the entrance to the tent of meeting along with Moses and Aaron. 19 After Korah assembled the whole community against them at the entrance to the tent of meeting, the glory of the Lord appeared to the whole community. 20 The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, 21 "Separate yourselves from this community so I may consume them instantly."

				22 But Moses and Aaron fell facedown and said,"God, God of the spiritsdo of all flesh, when one man sins, will You vent Your wrath on the whole community?"

				23 The Lord replied to Moses, 24 "Tell the community: Get away from the dwellings of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram."

				25 Moses got up and went to Dathan and Abiram, and the elders of Israel followed him. 26 He warned the community,"Get away now from the tents of these wicked men. Don't touch anything that belongs to them, or you will be swept away because of all their sins." 27 So they got away from the dwellings of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. Meanwhile, Dathan and Abiram came out and stood at the entrance of their tents with their wives, children, and infants.

				28 Then Moses said,"This is how you will know that the Lord sent me to do all these things and that it was not of my own will: 29 If these men die naturally as all people would, and suffer the fate of all, then the Lord has not sent me. 30 But if the Lord brings about something unprecedented, and the ground opens its mouth and swallows them along with all that belongs to them so that they go down alive into •Sheol, then you will know that these men have despised the Lord."

				31 Just as he finished speaking all these words, the ground beneath them split open. 32 The earth opened its mouth and swallowed them and their households, all Korah's people, and all their possessions. 33 They went down alive into Sheol with all that belonged to them. The earth closed over them, and they vanished from the assembly. 34 At their cries, all the people of Israel who were around them fled because they thought,"The earth may swallow us too!" 35 Fire also came out from the Lord and consumed the 250 men who were presenting the incense.

				A Principle to Live By - Inexcusable Disloyalty
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				#24 We must never become a part of a conspiracy against godly spiritual leaders.

				When this conspiracy happened, Moses"fell facedown" (v. 22), apparently experiencing severe emotional pain. Although he was offended deeply, he was not intimidated. He knew God would intervene. 

				The apostle Paul must have identified with Moses' feelings while facing a death sentence in Rome. Writing his final letter to Timothy, he stated that"Alexander the coppersmith" had done"great harm" to him personally by opposing the message of the gospel (2Tm 4:14-15). To make matters even worse, when he was charged before a Roman tribunal, everyone in Rome deserted him except Luke.

				At that moment, Paul drew his strength from the Lord who did not forsake him. He knew God would deal with those who opposed the truth:

				Friends, do not avenge yourselves; instead, leave room for His wrath. For it is written: Vengeance belongs to Me; I will repay, says the Lord. . . . Do not be conquered by evil, but conquer evil with good. (Rm 12:19,21)

				Just as God judged Korah, He would ultimately judge the unbelievers who attacked Paul during his most vulnerable moment. Furthermore, He would discipline those believers who forsook the man God used to bring many of them the good news regarding Jesus Christ.  (See 2Tm #11:A Loyal Friend.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we distinguish between becoming involved in a carnal conspiracy against leaders who are doing God's will and, on the other hand, expressing our disagreements because certain leaders are violating God's will?  (See Ti #4:Bold Confrontation.)

				

				36 dp Then the Lord spoke to Moses: 37 "Tell Eleazar son of Aaron the priest to remove the firepans from the burning debris, because they are holy, and scatter the fire far away. 38 As for the firepans of those who sinned at the cost of their own lives, make them into hammered sheets as plating for the altar, for they presented them before the Lord, and the firepans are holy. They will be a sign to the Israelites."

				39 So Eleazar the priest took the bronze firepans that those who were burned had presented, and they were hammered into plating for the altar, 40 just as the Lord commanded him through Moses. It was to be a reminder for the Israelites that no unauthorized person outside the lineage of Aaron should approach to offer incense before the Lord and become like Korah and his followers.

				41 The next day the entire Israelite community complained about Moses and Aaron, saying,"You have killed the Lord's people!" 42 When the community assembled against them, Moses and Aaron turned toward the tent of meeting, and suddenly the cloud covered it, and the Lord's glory appeared.

				43 Moses and Aaron went to the front of the tent of meeting, 44 and the Lord said to Moses, 45 "Get away from this community so that I may consume them instantly." But they fell facedown.

				46 Then Moses told Aaron,"Take your firepan, place fire from the altar in it, and add incense. Go quickly to the community and make •atonement for them, because wrath has come from the Lord; the plague has begun." 47 So Aaron took his firepan as Moses had ordered, ran into the middle of the assembly, and saw that the plague had begun among the people. After he added incense, he made atonement for the people. 48 He stood between the dead and the living, and the plague was halted. 49 But those who died from the plague numbered 14,700, in addition to those who died because of the Korah incident. 50 Aaron then returned to Moses at the entrance to the tent of meeting, since the plague had been halted.

				A Principle to Live By - Misplacing Blame
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				#25 We must avoid our human tendency to turn criminals into victims.

				Thousands in Israel blamed Moses and Aaron for God's judgment on those men and their families who conspired against the Lord Himself (v. 41). Since Korah, Dathan, and Abiram had clearly violated the law of God and deserved the judgment they received, the people in essence were angry at Moses and Aaron for enforcing the law, and they were sympathizing with the criminals by making them victims rather than perpetrators. 

				Some people in Paul's day thought that God's law brought judgment. However, Paul pointed out that the problem is not the law itself, but sin. The law merely specifies what is right and what is wrong, but sin in peoples' hearts leads them to do what is wrong (Rm 7:7-8). Similarly, criminals do not like government laws, but people who do good do not need to fear these laws or those who enforce them. Thus Paul wrote,

				So then, the one who resists the authority is opposing God's command, and those who oppose it will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have its approval. (Rm 13:2-3)  (See Rm #25:Civic Responsibilities.)

				Today, if someone who has clearly committed a crime is caught and punished, we must resist the temptation to blame the government, the police, or God. We must not defend criminals by portraying them as victims. 

				Reflection and Response

				What are some specific attitudes and actions in our own culture that illustrate more concern for the perpetrators of evil than for the victims?

				

				

	

Aaron's Staff Chosen

				17dq The Lord instructed Moses: 2 "Speak to the Israelites and take one staff from them for each ancestral house, 12 staffs from all the leaders of their ancestral houses. Write each man's name on his staff. 3 Write Aaron's name on Levi's staff, because there must be one staff for the head of each ancestral house. 4 Then place them in the tent of meeting in front of the •testimony where I meet with you. 5 The staff of the man I choose will sprout, and I will rid Myself of the Israelites' complaints that they have been making about you."

				6 So Moses spoke to the Israelites, and each of their leaders gave him a staff, one for each of the leaders of their ancestral houses, 12 staffs in all. Aaron's staff was among them. 7 Moses placed the staffs before the Lord in the tent of the testimony.

				8 The next day Moses entered the tent of the testimony and saw that Aaron's staff, representing the house of Levi, had sprouted, formed buds, blossomed, and produced almonds! 9 Moses then brought out all the staffs from the Lord's presence to all the Israelites. They saw them, and each man took his own staff. 10 The Lord told Moses,"Put Aaron's staff back in front of the testimony to be kept as a sign for the rebels, so that you may put an end to their complaints before Me, or else they will die." 11 So Moses did as the Lord commanded him.

				12 Then the Israelites declared to Moses,"Look, we're perishing! We're lost; we're all lost! 13 Anyone who comes near the Lord's tabernacle will die. Will we all perish?"

				

	

Provision for the Priesthood

				18 The Lord said to Aaron,"You, your sons, and your ancestral house will be responsible for sin against the sanctuary. You and your sons will be responsible for sin involving your priesthood. 2 But also bring your relatives with you from the tribe of Levi, your ancestral tribe, so they may join you and assist you and your sons in front of the tent of the •testimony. 3 They are to perform duties for you and for the whole tent. They must not come near the sanctuary equipment or the altar; otherwise, both they and you will die. 4 They are to join you and guard the tent of meeting, doing all the work at the tent, but no unauthorized person may come near you.

				5 "You are to guard the sanctuary and the altar so that wrath may not fall on the Israelites again. 6 Look, I have selected your fellow Levites from the Israelites as a gift for you, dr assigned by the Lord to work at the tent of meeting. 7 But you and your sons will carry out your priestly responsibilities for everything concerning the altar and for what is inside the veil, and you will do that work. I am giving you the work of the priesthood as a gift,ds but an unauthorized person who comes near the sanctuary will be put to death."

				

	

Support for the Priests and Levites

				8 Then the Lord spoke to Aaron,"Look, I have put you in charge of the contributions brought to Me. As for all the holy offerings of the Israelites, I have given them to you and your sons as a portion and a permanent statute. 9 A portion of the holiest offerings kept from the fire will be yours; every one of their offerings that they give Me, whether the •grain offering, •sin offering, or •restitution offering will be most holy for you and your sons. 10 You are to eat it as a most holy offering.dt Every male may eat it; it is to be holy to you.

				11 "The contribution of their gifts also belongs to you. I have given all the Israelites' presentation offerings to you and to your sons and daughters as a permanent statute. Every ceremonially •clean person in your house may eat it. 12 I am giving you all the best of the fresh olive oil, new wine, and grain, which the Israelites give to the Lord as their •firstfruits. 13 The firstfruits of all that is in their land, which they bring to the Lord, belong to you. Every clean person in your house may eat them.

				14 "Everything in Israel that is permanently dedicated to the Lord belongs to you. 15 The firstborn of every living thing, man or animal, presented to the Lord belongs to you. But you must certainly redeem the firstborn of man, and redeem the firstborn of an •unclean animal. 16 You will pay the redemption price for a month-old male according to your assessment: five •shekels of silver by the standard sanctuary shekel, which is 20 gerahs.

				17 "However, you must not redeem the firstborn of an ox, a sheep, or a goat; they are holy. You are to sprinkle their blood on the altar and burn their fat as a fire offering for a pleasing aroma to the Lord. 18 But their meat belongs to you. It belongs to you like the breast of the presentation offering and the right thigh.

				19 "I give to you and to your sons and daughters all the holy contributions that the Israelites present to the Lord as a permanent statute. It is a permanent covenant of salt before the Lord for you as well as your •offspring."

				20 The Lord told Aaron,"You will not have an inheritance in their land; there will be no portion among them for you. I am your portion and your inheritance among the Israelites.

				21 "Look, I have given the Levites every tenth in Israel as an inheritance in return for the work they do, the work of the tent of meeting. 

				A Principle to Live By - Motivation in Ministry

				[image: Getz0156.png]

				#26 Those who receive material gifts in order to devote their time and effort to ministry should serve God and others with pure motives. 

				When the children of Israel gave a tenth of their possessions to the Levites, they made it possible for their spiritual leaders to have sufficient resources to care for their families' physical needs. Those material gifts were to be viewed as"holy contributions" and a sacred trust (v. 19).

				Today, those whose economic needs are met by other believers should serve Christ faithfully in order to add to their supporters' spiritual rewards in heaven. Paul modeled this biblical truth:

				Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the profit that is increasing to your account. (Php 4:17)  
(See Php #12:Eternal Rewards.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some Christian leaders fail to focus on adding to the eternal rewards of those who support them materially?

				

				22 The Israelites must never again come near the tent of meeting, or they will incur •guilt and die. 23 The Levites will do the work of the tent of meeting, and they will bear the consequences of their sin. The Levites will not receive an inheritance among the Israelites; this is a permanent statute throughout your generations. 24 For I have given them the tenth that the Israelites present to the Lord as a contribution for their inheritance. That is why I told them that they would not receive an inheritance among the Israelites."

				25 The Lord instructed Moses, 26 "Speak to the Levites and tell them: When you receive from the Israelites the tenth that I have given you as your inheritance, you must present part of it as an offering to the Lord — a tenth of the tenth. 27 Your offering will be credited to you as if it were your grain from the threshing floor or the full harvest from the winepress. 28 You are to present an offering to the Lord from every tenth you receive from the Israelites. Give some of it to Aaron the priest as an offering to the Lord. 29 You must present the entire offering due the Lord from all your gifts. The best part of the tenth  is to be consecrated.

				30 "Tell them further: Once you have presented the best part of the tenth, and it is credited to you Levites as the produce of the threshing floor or the winepress, 31 then you and your household may eat it anywhere. It is your wage in return for your work at the tent of meeting. 32 You will not incur guilt because of it once you have presented the best part of it, but you must not defile the Israelites' holy offerings, so that you will not die."

				A Principle to Live By - Ministerial Giving

				[image: Getz0157.png]

				#27 Those who devote full time to ministry are also to support God's work proportionately, just as the church supports them proportionately. 

				What is stated specifically in the Old Testament is also implied in the New Testament. Christian leaders are to"be blameless. . . not greedy for money, but hospitable" (Ti 1:7-8). In other words, good shepherds are to be generous, modeling stewardship to their flocks. However, if those who give full time to the ministry are to be generous with their material possessions, it is only logical that the church must provide them with sufficient income to make this a blessing rather than a burden. (Review Nm #26: Motivation in Ministry.)

				Reflection and Response

				What might be some reasons why some Christian leaders fail to support God's work proportionally and generously?  (See Ac #8:Generosity.)

				

				

	

Purification Ritual

				19 The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, 2 "This is the legal statute that the Lord has commanded: Instruct the Israelites to bring you an unblemished red cow that has no defect and has never been yoked. 3 Give it to Eleazar the priest, and he will have it brought outside the camp and slaughtered in his presence. 4 Eleazar the priest is to take some of its blood with his finger and sprinkle it seven times toward the front of the tent of meeting. 5 The cow must be burned in his sight. Its hide, flesh, and blood, are to be burned along with its dung. 6 The priest is to take cedar wood, hyssop, and crimson yarn, and throw them onto the fire where the cow is burning. 7 Then the priest must wash his clothes and bathe his body in water; after that he may enter the camp, but he will remain ceremonially •unclean until evening. 8 The one who burned the cow must also wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and he will remain unclean until evening.

				9 "A man who is •clean is to gather up the cow's ashes and deposit them outside the camp in a ceremonially clean place. The ashes must be kept by the Israelite community for preparing the water to remove impurity; it is a •sin offering. 10 Then the one who gathers up the cow's ashes must wash his clothes, and he will remain unclean until evening. This is a permanent statute for the Israelites and for the foreigner who resides among them.

				11 "The person who touches any human corpse will be unclean for seven days. 12 He is to purify himself with the waterdu on the third day and the seventh day; then he will be clean. But if he does not purify himself on the third and seventh days, he will not be clean. 13 Anyone who touches a body of a person who has died, and does not purify himself, defiles the tabernacle of the Lord. That person will be cut off from Israel. He remains unclean because the water for impurity has not been sprinkled on him, and his uncleanness is still on him.

				14 "This is the law when a person dies in a tent: everyone who enters the tent and everyone who is already in the tent will be unclean for seven days, 15 and any open container without a lid tied on it is unclean. 16 Anyone in the open field who touches a person who has been killed by the sword or has died, or who even touches a human bone, or a grave, will be unclean for seven days. 17 For the purification of the unclean person, they are to take some of the ashes of the burnt sin offering, put them in a jar, and add fresh water to them. 18 A person who is clean is to take hyssop, dip it in the water, and sprinkle the tent, all the furnishings, and the people who were there. He is also to sprinkle the one who touched a bone, a grave, a corpse, or a person who had been killed.

				19 "The one who is clean is to sprinkle the unclean person on the third day and the seventh day. After he purifies the unclean person on the seventh day, the one being purified must wash his clothes and bathe in water, and he will be clean by evening. 20 But a person who is unclean and does not purify himself, that person will be cut off from the assembly because he has defiled the sanctuary of the Lord. The water for impurity has not been sprinkled on him; he is unclean. 21 This is a permanent statute for them. The person who sprinkles the water for impurity is to wash his clothes, and whoever touches the water for impurity will be unclean until evening. 22 Anything the unclean person touches will become unclean, and anyone who touches it will be unclean until evening."

				

	

Water from the Rock

				20 The entire Israelite community entered the Wilderness of Zin in the first month, and theydv settled in Kadesh. Miriam died and was buried there.

				2 There was no water for the community, so they assembled against Moses and Aaron. 3 The people quarreled with Moses and said,"If only we had perished when our brothers perished before the Lord. 4 Why have you brought the Lord's assembly into this wilderness for us and our livestock to die here? 5 Why have you led us up from Egypt to bring us to this evil place? It's not a place of grain, figs, vines, and pomegranates, and there is no water to drink!"

				6 Then Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly to the doorway of the tent of meeting. They fell down with their faces to the ground, and the glory of the Lord appeared to them. 7 The Lord spoke to Moses, 8 "Take the staff and assemble the community. You and your brother Aaron are to speak to the rock while they watch, and it will yield its water. You will bring out water for them from the rock and provide drink for the community and their livestock."

				9 So Moses took the staff from the Lord's presence just as He had commanded him. 10 Moses and Aaron summoned the assembly in front of the rock, and Moses said to them,"Listen, you rebels! Must we bring water out of this rock for you?" 11 Then Moses raised his hand and struck the rock twice with his staff, so that a great amount of water gushed out, and the community and their livestock drank.

				12 But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron,"Because you did not trust Me to show My holiness in the sight of the Israelites, you will not bring this assembly into the land I have given them."13 These are the waters of Meribah, where the Israelites quarreled with the Lord, and He showed His holiness to them.

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual Maturity

				[image: Getz0158.png]

				#28 Regardless of our age and spiritual maturity, we must guard against making foolish decisions that can hurt our witness for Jesus Christ.

				Moses' reactions at this moment in Israel's history are understandable. He was frustrated and angry. However, he exalted himself and Aaron in front of Israel when he shouted,"Must we bring water out of this rock for you?" (v. 10). 

				As Israel's leader, Moses had set a bad example. If the Lord allowed his actions to go unpunished, it would only encourage this new generation to disobey and doubt God even more than their parents had. Though He forgave Moses, He still held him accountable. Because of his failure, he would not lead the children of Israel into the land of Canaan.  
(See 1Sm #43:Finishing Well.)

				Today, we must understand that no matter how close we are to God, no matter how many answers to prayer we've experienced, no matter how much God has used us, we can still—in a moment of weakness—fail to obey God. This is why the apostle Paul warned the Corinthians, referring to the failures of Israel as a nation,

				Now these things happened to them as examples, and they were written as a warning to us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. So, whoever thinks he stands must be careful not to fall! (1Co 10:11-12)

				As we read Paul's sobering exhortation, let's not forget his encouraging words that followed:

				No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to humanity. God is faithful, and He will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation He will also provide a way of escape so that you are able to bear it. (1Co 10:13)  (See 1Co #22:Lessons from Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				What precautions can we take to avoid making serious mistakes as we near the end of life?  (See Jos #24:Finishing Well.)

				

				

	

Edom Denies Passage

				14 Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king of Edom,"This is what your brother Israel says, 'You know all the hardships that have overtaken us. 15 Our fathers went down to Egypt, and we lived in Egypt many years, but the Egyptians treated us and our fathers badly. 16 When we cried out to the Lord, He heard our voice, sent an angel,dw and brought us out of Egypt. Now look, we are in Kadesh, a city on the border of your territory. 17 Please let us travel through your land. We won't travel through any field or vineyard, or drink any well water. We will travel the King's Highway; we won't turn to the right or the left until we have traveled through your territory.'"

				18 But Edom answered him,"You must not travel through our land, or we will come out and confront you with the sword."

				19 "We will go on the main road," the Israelites replied to them,"and if we or our herds drink your water, we will pay its price. There will be no problem; only let us travel through on foot."

				20 Yet Edom insisted,"You must not travel through." And they came out to confront them with a large force of heavily-armed people.dx 21 Edom refused to allow Israel to travel through their territory, and Israel turned away from them.

				

	

Aaron's Death

				22 After they set out from Kadesh, the entire Israelite community came to Mount Hor.23 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron at Mount Hor on the border of the land of Edom, 24 "Aaron will be gathered to his people; he will not enter the land I have given the Israelites, because you both rebelled against My command at the waters of Meribah. 25 Take Aaron and his son Eleazar and bring them up Mount Hor. 26 Remove Aaron's garments and put them on his son Eleazar. Aaron will be gathered to his people and die there."

				27 So Moses did as the Lord commanded, and they climbed Mount Hor in the sight of the whole community. 28 After Moses removed Aaron's garments and put them on his son Eleazar, Aaron died there on top of the mountain. Then Moses and Eleazar came down from the mountain. 29 When the whole community saw that Aaron had passed away, the entire house of Israel mourned for him 30 days.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Faithfulness
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				#29 Regardless of our failures, we can be assured that God will not forget us.

				Aaron had his share of failures as a leader in Israel, but the Lord never forgot His servant. Though he could not enter Canaan, God took him home to heaven—in reality, a much better place.

				All of us who truly know the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior can rest assured that God will not forget us, even though we have failed Him along the way. Because of His blood, He continues to forgive and restore us. Ultimately, we too will enter His presence and receive rewards for those things we have done right.

				For God is not unjust; He will not forget your work and the love you showed for His name when you served the saints—and you continue to serve them. (Heb 6:10)  (See Ps #103:Confidence in God.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we encourage Christians who feel they have failed God in ways where it is seemingly impossible to undo the negative results?

				

				

	

Canaanite King Defeated

				21 When the Canaanite king of Arad, who lived in the •Negev, heard that Israel was coming on the Atharim road, he fought against Israel and captured some prisoners. 2 Then Israel made a vow to the Lord,"If You will deliver this people into our hands, we will •completely destroy their cities." 3 The Lord listened to Israel's request, the Canaanites were defeated, and Israel completely destroyed them and their cities. So they named the place Hormah.

				

	

The Bronze Snake

				4 Then they set out from Mount Hor by way of the •Red Sea to bypass the land of Edom, but the peopledy became impatient because of the journey. 5 The people spoke against God and Moses:"Why have you led us up from Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no bread or water, and we detest this wretched food!" 6 Then the Lord sent poisonous dz, ea snakes among the people, and they bit them so that many Israelites died.

				7 The people then came to Moses and said,"We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you. Intercede with the Lord so that He will take the snakes away from us." And Moses interceded for the people.

				8 Then the Lord said to Moses,"Make a snake image and mount it on a pole. When anyone who is bitten looks at it, he will recover."9 So Moses made a bronze snake and mounted it on a pole. Whenever someone was bitten, and he looked at the bronze snake, he recovered.

				A Principle to Live By - Looking to Jesus
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				#30 To receive the gift of eternal life, each of us must put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ who made atonement for our sins on the cross. 

				The bronze serpent in the wilderness is clearly a picture of the death of Christ. Jesus Himself referred to this event when He was discussing the new birth with Nicodemus:

				No one has ascended into heaven except the One who descended from heaven—the Son of Man. Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in Him will have eternal life. (Jn 3:13-15)

				Jesus then followed this reference to the serpent with one of the most comprehensive statements in the whole of Scripture regarding how to receive eternal life:

				For God loved the world in this way: He gave His One and Only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. (Jn 3:16)

				Though we live in the midst of unbelief, disobedience, ungratefulness, and selfishness, if we look up to Jesus Christ, who died for us on the cross and atoned for our sins, we can inherit life that lasts forever. We need not die in our sins.  (See Jn #6:A New Life in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it that so many people today who call themselves Christians do not understand that salvation is a gift apart from any works?  (See Eph #4:God's Gift.)

				

				

	

Journey around Moab

				10 The Israelites set out and camped at Oboth. 11 They set out from Oboth and camped at Iye-abarim in the wilderness that borders Moab on the east. 12 From there they went and camped at Zered Valley. 13 They set out from there and camped on the other side of the Arnon River, in the wilderness that extends from the Amorite border, because the Arnon was the Moabite border between Moab and the Amorites. 14 Therefore it is stated in the Book of the Lord's Wars:

				

				Waheb in Suphah

				and the ravines of the Arnon,

				15 even the slopes of the ravines

				that extend to the site of Ar

				and lie along the border of Moab.

				

				16 From there they went to Beer, the well the Lord told Moses about,"Gather the people so I may give them water." 17 Then Israel sang this song:

				

				Spring up, well — sing to it!

				18 The princes dug the well;

				the nobles of the people hollowed it out

				with a scepter and with their staffs.

				

				They went from the wilderness to Mattanah, 19 from Mattanah to Nahaliel, from Nahaliel to Bamoth, 20 from Bamoth to the valley in the territory of Moab near the Pisgah highlands that overlook the wasteland.eb

				

	

Amorite Kings Defeated

				21 Israel sent messengers to say to Sihon king of the Amorites: 22 "Let us travel through your land. We won't go into the fields or vineyards. We won't drink any well water. We will travel the King's Highway until we have traveled through your territory." 23 But Sihon would not let Israel travel through his territory. Instead, he gathered his whole army and went out to confront Israel in the wilderness. When he came to Jahaz, he fought against Israel. 24 Israel struck him with the sword and took possession of his land from the Arnon to the Jabbok, but only up to the Ammonite border, because it was fortified. ec, ed

				25 Israel took all the cities and lived in all these Amorite cities, including Heshbon and all its villages. 26 Heshbon was the city of Sihon king of the Amorites, who had fought against the former king of Moab and had taken control of all his land as far as the Arnon. 27 Therefore the poetsee say:

				

				Come to Heshbon, let it be rebuilt;

				let the city of Sihon be restored.ef

				28 For fire came out of Heshbon,

				a flame from the city of Sihon.

				It consumed Ar of Moab,

				the lords of eg Arnon's heights.

				29 Woe to you, Moab!

				You have been destroyed, people of Chemosh!

				He gave up his sons as refugees,

				and his daughters into captivity

				to Sihon the Amorite king.

				30 We threw them down;

				Heshbon has been destroyed as far as Dibon. eh

				We caused desolation as far as Nophah,

				which reaches as far as Medeba. ei

				

				31 So Israel lived in the Amorites' land. 32 After Moses sent spies to Jazer, Israel captured its villages and drove out the Amorites who were there.

				33 Then they turned and went up the road to Bashan, and Og king of Bashan came out against them with his whole army to do battle at Edrei. 34 But the Lord said to Moses,"Do not fear him, for I have handed him over to you along with his whole army and his land. Do to him as you did to Sihon king of the Amorites, who lived in Heshbon." 35 So they struck him, his sons, and his whole army until no one was left,ej and they took possession of his land.

				

	

Balak Hires Balaam

				22 The Israelites traveled on and camped in the plains of Moab near the Jordan across from Jericho. 2 Now Balak son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites. 3 Moab was terrified of the people because they were numerous, and Moab dreaded the Israelites. 4 So the Moabites said to the elders of Midian,"This horde will devour everything around us like an ox eats up the green plants in the field."

				Since Balak son of Zippor was Moab's king at that time, 5 he sent messengers to Balaam son of Beor at Pethor, which is by the Euphrates in the land of his people. ek, el Balak said to him:"Look, a people has come out of Egypt; they cover the surface of the land and are living right across from me. 6 Please come and put a curse on these people for me because they are more powerful than I am. I may be able to defeat them and drive them out of the land, for I know that those you bless are blessed and those you curse are cursed."

				7 The elders of Moab and Midian departed with fees for •divination in hand. They came to Balaam and reported Balak's words to him. 8 He said to them,"Spend the night here, and I will give you the answer the Lord tells me." So the officials of Moab stayed with Balaam.

				9 Then God came to Balaam and asked,"Who are these men with you?"

				10 Balaam replied to God,"Balak son of Zippor, king of Moab, sent this message to me: 11 'Look, a people has come out of Egypt, and they cover the surface of the land. Now come and put a curse on them for me. I may be able to fight against them and drive them away.'"

				12 Then God said to Balaam,"You are not to go with them. You are not to curse this people, for they are blessed."

				13 So Balaam got up the next morning and said to Balak's officials,"Go back to your land, because the Lord has refused to let me go with you."

				14 The officials of Moab arose, returned to Balak, and reported,"Balaam refused to come with us."

				15 Balak sent officials again who were more numerous and higher in rank than the others. 16 They came to Balaam and said to him,"This is what Balak son of Zippor says: 'Let nothing keep you from coming to me, 17 for I will greatly honor you and do whatever you ask me. So please come and put a curse on these people for me! '"

				18 But Balaam responded to the servants of Balak,"If Balak were to give me his house full of silver and gold, I could not go against the command of the Lord my God to do anything small or great. 19 Please stay here overnight as the others did, so that I may find out what else the Lord has to tell me."

				20 God came to Balaam at night and said to him,"Since these men have come to summon you, get up and go with them, but you must only do what I tell you." 21 When he got up in the morning, Balaam saddled his donkey and went with the officials of Moab.

				

	

Balaam's Donkey and the Angel

				22 But God was incensed that Balaam was going, and the Angel of the Lord took His stand on the path to oppose him. Balaam was riding his donkey, and his two servants were with him. 23 When the donkey saw the Angel of the Lord standing on the path with a drawn sword in His hand, she turned off the path and went into the field. So Balaam hit her to return her to the path. 24 Then the Angel of the Lord stood in a narrow passage between the vineyards, with a stone wall on either side. 25 The donkey saw the Angel of the Lord and pressed herself against the wall, squeezing Balaam's foot against it. So he hit her once again. 26 The Angel of the Lord went ahead and stood in a narrow place where there was no room to turn to the right or the left. 27 When the donkey saw the Angel of the Lord, she crouched down under Balaam. So he became furious and beat the donkey with his stick.

				28 Then the Lord opened the donkey's mouth, and she asked Balaam,"What have I done to you that you have beaten me these three times?"

				29 Balaam answered the donkey,"You made me look like a fool. If I had a sword in my hand, I'd kill you now!"

				30 But the donkey said,"Am I not the donkey you've ridden all your life until today? Have I ever treated you this way before?"

				"No," he replied.

				31 Then the Lord opened Balaam's eyes, and he saw the Angel of the Lord standing in the path with a drawn sword in His hand. Balaam knelt and bowed with his face to the ground. 32 The Angel of the Lord asked him,"Why have you beaten your donkey these three times? Look, I came out to oppose you, because what you are doing is evil in My sight. 33 The donkey saw Me and turned away from Me these three times. If she had not turned away from Me, I would have killed you by now and let her live."

				34 Balaam said to the Angel of the Lord,"I have sinned, for I did not know that You were standing in the path to confront me. And now, if it is evil in Your sight, I will go back."

				35 Then the Angel of the Lord said to Balaam,"Go with the men, but you are to say only what I tell you." So Balaam went with Balak's officials.

				36 When Balak heard that Balaam was coming, he went out to meet him at the Moabite cityem on the Arnon border at the edge of his territory. 37 Balak asked Balaam,"Did I not send you an urgent summons? Why didn't you come to me? Am I really not able to reward you?"

				38 Balaam said to him,"Look, I have come to you, but can I say anything I want? I must speak only the message God puts in my mouth." 39 So Balaam went with Balak, and they came to Kiriath-huzoth. 40 Balak sacrificed cattle and sheep, and sent for Balaam and the officials who were with him.

				41 In the morning, Balak took Balaam and brought him to Bamoth-baal. From there he saw the outskirts of the people's camp.

				

	

Balaam's Oracles

				23 Then Balaam said to Balak,"Build me seven altars here and prepare seven bulls and seven rams for me." 2 So Balak did as Balaam directed, and they offered a bull and a ram on each altar. 3 Balaam said to Balak,"Stay here by your •burnt offering while I am gone. Maybe the Lord en will meet with me. I will tell you whatever He reveals to me." So he went to a barren hill.

				4 God eo met with him and Balaam said to Him,"I have arranged seven altars and offered a bull and a ram on each altar." 5 Then the Lord put a message in Balaam's mouth and said,"Return to Balak and say what I tell you."

				6 So he returned to Balak, who was standing there by his burnt offering with all the officials of Moab.

				

	

Balaam's First Oracle

				7 Balaam proclaimed his poem:

				

				Balak brought me from Aram;

				the king of Moab, from the eastern mountains:

				"Come, put a curse on Jacob for me;

				come, denounce Israel!"

				8 How can I curse someone God has not cursed?

				How can I denounce someone the Lord has not denounced?

				9 I see them from the top of rocky cliffs,

				and I watch them from the hills.

				There is a people living alone;

				it does not consider itself among the nations.

				10 Who has counted the dust of Jacob

				or numbered the dust cloudsep of Israel?

				Let me die the death of the upright;

				let the end of my life be like theirs.

				

				11 "What have you done to me?" Balak asked Balaam."I brought you to curse my enemies, but look, you have only blessed them!"

				12 He answered,"Shouldn't I say exactly what the Lord puts in my mouth?"

				

	

Balaam's Second Oracle

				13 Then Balak said to him,"Please come with me to another place where you can see them. You will only see the outskirts of their camp; you won't see all of them. From there, put a curse on them for me." 14 So Balak took him to Lookout Fieldeq on top of Pisgah, built seven altars, and offered a bull and a ram on each altar.

				15 Balaam said to Balak,"Stay here by your burnt offering while I seek the Lord over there."

				16 The Lord met with Balaam and put a message in his mouth. Then He said,"Return to Balak and say what I tell you."

				17 So he returned to Balak, who was standing there by his burnt offering with the officials of Moab. Balak asked him,"What did the Lord say?"

				18 Balaam proclaimed his poem:

				

				Balak, get up and listen;

				son of Zippor, pay attention to what I say!

				19 God is not a man who lies,

				or a son of man who changes His mind.

				Does He speak and not act,

				or promise and not fulfill?

				20 I have indeed received a command to bless;

				since He has blessed, er I cannot change it.

				21 He considers no disaster for Jacob;

				He sees no trouble for Israel.es

				The Lord their God is with them,

				and there is rejoicing over the King among them.

				22 God brought them out of Egypt;

				He is like the horns of a wild ox for them.et

				23 There is no magic curse against Jacob

				and no •divination against Israel.

				It will now be said about Jacob and Israel,

				"What great things God has done!"

				24 A people rise up like a lioness;

				They rouse themselves like a lion.

				They will not lie down until they devour the prey

				and drink the blood of the slain.

				

				25 Then Balak told Balaam,"Don't curse them and don't bless them!"

				26 But Balaam answered him,"Didn't I tell you: Whatever the Lord says, I must do?"

				

	

Balaam's Third Oracle

				27 Again Balak said to Balaam,"Please come. I will take you to another place. Maybe it will be agreeable to God that you can put a curse on them for me there." 28 So Balak took Balaam to the top of Peor, which overlooks the wasteland.eu

				29 Balaam told Balak,"Build me seven altars here and prepare seven bulls and seven rams for me." 30 So Balak did as Balaam said and offered a bull and a ram on each altar.

				24 Since Balaam saw that it pleased the Lord to bless Israel, he did not go to seek omens as on previous occasions, but turnedev toward the wilderness. 2 When Balaam looked up and saw Israel encamped tribe by tribe, the Spirit of God came on him, 3 and he proclaimed his poem:

				

				The •oracle of Balaam son of Beor,

				the oracle of the man whose eyes are opened, ew

				4 the oracle of one who hears the sayings of God,

				who sees a vision from the •Almighty,

				who falls into a trance with his eyes uncovered:

				5 How beautiful are your tents, Jacob,

				your dwellings, Israel.

				6 They stretch out like river valleys,ex

				like gardens beside a stream,

				like aloes the Lord has planted,

				like cedars beside the water.

				7 Water will flow from his buckets,

				and his seed will be by abundant water.

				His king will be greater than Agag, ey

				and his kingdom will be exalted.

				8 God brought him out of Egypt;

				He is likeez the horns of a wild ox for them.

				He will feed on enemy nations

				and gnaw their bones;

				he will strike them with his arrows.

				9 He crouches, he lies down like a lion

				or a lioness — who dares to rouse him?

				Those who bless you will be blessed,

				and those who curse you will be cursed.

				

				10 Then Balak became furious with Balaam, struck his hands together, and said to him,"I summoned you to put a curse on my enemies, but instead, you have blessed them these three times. 11 Now go to your home! I said I would reward you richly, but look, the Lord has denied you a reward."

				12 Balaam answered Balak,"Didn't I previously tell the messengers you sent me: 13 If Balak were to give me his house full of silver and gold, I could not go against the Lord's command, to do anything good or bad of my own will? I will say whatever the Lord says. 14 Now I am going back to my people, but first, let me warn you what these people will do to your people in the future."

				

	

Balaam's Fourth Oracle

				15 Then he proclaimed his poem:

				

				The oracle of Balaam son of Beor,

				the oracle of the man whose eyes are opened; fa

				16 the oracle of one who hears the sayings of God

				and has knowledge from the •Most High,

				who sees a vision from the Almighty,

				who falls into a trance with his eyes uncovered:

				17 I see him,fb but not now;

				I perceive him,fc but not near.

				A star will come from Jacob,

				and a scepter will arise from Israel.

				He will smash the foreheadfd of Moab

				and strike down fe all the Shethites.ff

				18 Edom will become a possession;

				Seir will become a possession of its enemies,

				but Israel will be triumphant.

				19 One who comes from Jacob will rule;

				 he will destroy the city's survivors.

				

				20 Then Balaam saw Amalek and proclaimed his poem:

				

				Amalek was first among the nations,

				but his future is destruction.

				

				21 Next he saw the Kenites and proclaimed his poem:

				

				Your dwelling place is enduring;

				your nest is set in the cliffs.

				22 Kain will be destroyed

				when Asshur takes you captive.

				

				23 Once more he proclaimed his poem:

				

				Ah, who can live when God does this?

				24 Ships will come from the coast of Kittim;

				they will afflict Asshur and Eber,

				but they too will come to destruction.

				

				25 Balaam then arose and went back to his homeland, and Balak also went his way.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Sovereign God

				#31 We are to trust God in all circumstances, believing that He can use anyone and anything to accomplish His purposes in this world. 

				[image: Getz0161.png]

				Though Balaam had direct conversations with the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, he participated in pagan worship (22:40–23:3; 23:14-15,29-30). He also looked for omens, which God had forbidden (24:1; Dt 18:9-14). Nevertheless, the Lord used him to accomplish His will for the children of Israel. God also 
showed this pagan prophet a vision of the coming Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ (Nm 24:17)—confirming the promise that through Abraham"all the peoples on earth will be blessed" (Gn 12:3). 

				Balaam is referred to several times in the New Testament as representative of the people who were attempting to destroy the church. Peter wrote,

				They have gone astray by abandoning the straight path and have followed the path of Balaam, the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness but received a rebuke for his transgression: A donkey that could not talk spoke with a human voice and restrained the prophet's irrationality. (2Pt 2:15-16; see also Jd 10-11; Rv 2:14.)  (See 2Pt #4:False Teachers.)

				Balaam was constrained by"the Angel of the Lord" (Nm 22:22)—perhaps an Old Testament appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ—who appeared as a mighty warrior"with a drawn sword in His hand" (22:31; see Rv 1:12-16). As believers in Christ we have the resources to defeat Satan and any of his representatives. God is on our side and has provided us with His full armor (See Eph 6:10-17). If God protected Israel even when they were in rebellion against Him, He will surely protect us—the body of Christ—when we stand against Satan with truth, righteousness, and faith! We have at our disposal"the sword of the Spirit, which is God's word" (Eph 6:17).  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do so many Christians live dangerously, seemingly unaware—or at least unconcerned—about the power of Satan and his attempts to invade our lives and to lead us astray?

				

				

	

Israel Worships Baal

				25 While Israel was staying in the Acacia Grove,fg the people began to have sexual relations with the women of Moab. 2 The women invited them to the sacrifices for their gods, and the people ate and bowed in worship to their gods.3 So Israel aligned itself with •Baal of Peor, and the Lord's anger burned against Israel.4 The Lord said to Moses,"Take all the leaders of the people and executefh them in broad daylight before the Lord so that His burning anger may turn away from Israel."

				5 So Moses told Israel's judges,"Kill each of the men who aligned themselves with Baal of Peor."

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Idolatry and Immorality

				[image: Getz0162.png]

				#32 We must be on guard against Satan's universal strategy to lead people into sexual immorality and idolatrous activities.

				Because of God's direct intervention, Balaam failed to help the Moabites defeat Israel militarily (22:6). However, this did not stop him from using another tactic: he apparently advised the women of Moab to infiltrate the Israelite community, seduce the men, and then lead them to worship Baal (see 31:16). 

				Ever since sin entered the world Satan has taken one of God's greatest gifts to both men and women—our sexuality—and has used it to cause human beings to violate His moral laws and to engage in various forms of idolatry. 

				Listen to what Jesus Christ inspired John to write to the church in Pergamum, referring to this very situation:

				But I have a few things against you. You have some there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to place a stumbling block in front of the Israelites: to eat meat sacrificed to idols and to commit sexual immorality. In the same way, you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. Therefore repent! Otherwise, I will come to you quickly and fight against them with the sword of My mouth. Anyone who has an ear should listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. (Rv 2:14-17a)  (See Rv #5:False Teaching.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways might God discipline Christian leaders today who violate God's moral laws and lead others to do the same? 

				

				

	

Phinehas Intervenes

				6 An Israelite man came bringing a Midianite woman to his relatives in the sight of Moses and the whole Israelite community while they were weeping at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 7 When Phinehas son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest, saw this, he got up from the assembly, took a spear in his hand, 8 followed the Israelite man into the tent, and drove it through both the Israelite man and the woman — through her belly. Then the plague on the Israelites was stopped, 9 but those who died in the plague numbered 24,000.

				10 The Lord spoke to Moses, 11 "Phinehas son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest, has turned back My wrath from the Israelites because he was zealous among them with My zeal,fi so that I did not destroy the Israelites in My zeal. 12 Therefore declare: I grant him My covenant of peace. 13 It will be a covenant of perpetual priesthood for him and his future descendants, because he was zealous for his God and made •atonement for the Israelites."

				14 The name of the slain Israelite man, who was struck dead with the Midianite woman, was Zimri son of Salu, the leader of a Simeonite ancestral house. 15 The name of the slain Midianite woman was Cozbi, the daughter of Zur, a tribal head of an ancestral house in Midian.

				

	

Vengeance against the Midianites

				16 The Lord told Moses: 17 "Attack the Midianites and strike them dead. 18 For they attacked you with the treachery that they used against you in the Peor incident. They did the same in the case involving their sister Cozbi, daughter of the Midianite leader who was killed the day the plague came at Peor."

				A Principle to Live By - Church Discipline

				[image: Getz0163.png]

				#33 As members of Christ's body, the church, we are to separate ourselves from those who continue to engage in immoral behavior.

				Zimri deliberately and blatantly ignored God's command to execute leaders in Israel who were having sexual relationships with pagan women openly and without shame. Cozbi was the daughter of a Midianite leader who, through Balaam's evil influence, evidently coached and encouraged her to seduce Zimri (v. 18). God did not tolerate this kind of blatant disobedience.  (See Jos #14:God's Compassion.)

				Under the new covenant, we do not follow the laws of the Old Testament in dealing with this kind of immorality. However, we are to practice church discipline. Believers who persistently refuse to listen to loving exhortations and who blatantly continue to disobey God's moral laws are to be excommunicated from the Christian community (Mt 18:15-20). 

				The apostle Paul dealt with this kind of moral issue in the Corinthian church. A man was actually having sexual relationships with his father's wife. To make matters worse, there were some in the church who were prideful about this terrible sin. Thus Paul wrote,

				Your boasting is not good. Don't you know that a little yeast permeates the whole batch of dough? . . . But now I am writing you not to associate with anyone who claims to be a believer who is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or verbally abusive, a drunkard or a swindler. Do not even eat with such a person. (1Co 5:6,11) 

				The purpose of this kind of church discipline is, first, to keep this individual from causing other weak Christians to do the same thing. Second, our deeper motive should be to pray that this kind of separation will cause rebellious Christians to repent and confess their sins so they can be welcomed back into the fellowship of the church (1Co 5:5).  (See 1Co #12:Church Discipline.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it that some churches fail to deal with open and blatant sexual immorality among Christians who are active church members?

				

				

	

The Second Census

				26 After the plague, the Lord said to Moses and Eleazar son of Aaron the priest, 2 "Take a census of the entire Israelite community by their ancestral houses of those 20 years old or more who can serve in Israel's army."

				3 So Moses and Eleazar the priest said to them in the plains of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho, 4 "Take a census of those 20 years old or more, as the Lord had commanded Moses and the Israelites who came out of the land of Egypt."

				

				5 Reuben was the firstborn of Israel.

				Reuben's descendants:

				the Hanochite clan from Hanoch;

				the Palluite clan from Pallu;

				6 the Hezronite clan from Hezron;

				the Carmite clan from Carmi.

				7 These were the Reubenite clans,

				and their registered men numbered 43,730.

				8 The son of Pallu was Eliab.

				9 The sons of Eliab were Nemuel, Dathan, and Abiram.

				(It was Dathan and Abiram, chosen by the community, who fought against Moses and Aaron; they and Korah's followers fought against the Lord. 10 The earth opened its mouth and swallowed them with Korah, when his followers died and the fire consumed 250 men. They serve as a warning sign. 11 The sons of Korah, however, did not die.)

				

				12 Simeon's descendants by their clans:

				the Nemuelite clan from Nemuel; fj

				the Jaminite clan from Jamin;

				the Jachinite clan from Jachin;

				13 the Zerahite clan from Zerah;

				the Shaulite clan from Shaul.

				14 These were the Simeonite clans, numbering 22,200 men.

				

				15 Gad's descendants by their clans:

				the Zephonite clan from Zephon;

				the Haggite clan from Haggi;

				the Shunite clan from Shuni;

				16 the Oznite clan from Ozni;

				the Erite clan from Eri;

				17 the Arodite clan from Arod;

				the Arelite clan from Areli.

				18 These were the Gadite clans numbered by their registered men: 40,500.

				

				19 Judah's sons included Er and Onan, but they died in the land of Canaan. 20 Judah's descendants by their clans:

				the Shelanite clan from Shelah;

				the Perezite clan from Perez;

				the Zerahite clan from Zerah.

				21 The descendants of Perez:

				the Hezronite clan from Hezron;

				the Hamulite clan from Hamul.

				22 These were Judah's clans numbered by their registered men: 76,500.

				

				23 Issachar's descendants by their clans:

				the Tolaite clan from Tola;

				the Punite clan from Puvah; fk

				24 the Jashubite clan from Jashub;

				the Shimronite clan from Shimron.

				25 These were Issachar's clans numbered by their registered men: 64,300.

				

				26 Zebulun's descendants by their clans:

				the Seredite clan from Sered;

				the Elonite clan from Elon;

				the Jahleelite clan from Jahleel.

				27 These were the Zebulunite clans numbered by their registered men: 60,500.

				

				28 Joseph's descendants by their clans from Manasseh and Ephraim:

				29 Manasseh's descendants:

				the Machirite clan from Machir.

				Machir fathered Gilead;

				the Gileadite clan from Gilead.

				30 These were Gilead's descendants:

				the Iezerite clan from Iezer;

				the Helekite clan from Helek;

				31 the Asrielite clan from Asriel;

				the Shechemite clan from Shechem;

				32 the Shemidaite clan from Shemida;

				the Hepherite clan from Hepher;

				33 Zelophehad son of Hepher had no sons — only daughters. The names of Zelophehad's daughters were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.

				34 These were Manasseh's clans, numbered by their registered men: 52,700.

				35 These were Ephraim's descendants by their clans:

				the Shuthelahite clan from Shuthelah;

				the Becherite clan from Becher;

				the Tahanite clan from Tahan.

				36 These were Shuthelah's descendants:

				the Eranite clan from Eran.

				37 These were the Ephraimite clans numbered by their registered men: 32,500.

				These were Joseph's descendants by their clans.

				

				38 Benjamin's descendants by their clans:

				the Belaite clan from Bela;

				the Ashbelite clan from Ashbel;

				the Ahiramite clan from Ahiram;

				39 the Shuphamite clan from Shupham; fl

				the Huphamite clan from Hupham.

				40 Bela's descendants from Ard and Naaman:

				the Ardite clan from Ard;

				the Naamite clan from Naaman.

				41 These were the Benjaminite clans numbered by their registered men: 45,600.

				

				42 These were Dan's descendants by their clans:

				the Shuhamite clan from Shuham.

				These were the clans of Dan by their clans.

				43 All the Shuhamite clans numbered by their registered men: 64,400.

				

				44 Asher's descendants by their clans:

				the Imnite clan from Imnah;

				the Ishvite clan from Ishvi;

				the Beriite clan from Beriah.

				45 From Beriah's descendants:

				the Heberite clan from Heber;

				the Malchielite clan from Malchiel.

				46 And the name of Asher's daughter was Serah.

				47 These were the Asherite clans numbered by their registered men: 53,400.

				

				48 Naphtali's descendants by their clans:

				the Jahzeelite clan from Jahzeel;

				the Gunite clan from Guni;

				49 the Jezerite clan from Jezer;

				the Shillemite clan from Shillem.

				50 These were the Naphtali clans numbered by their registered men: 45,400.

				

				51 These registered Israelite men numbered 601,730.

				

				52 The Lord spoke to Moses, 53 "The land is to be divided among them as an inheritance based on the number of names. 54 Increase the inheritance for a large tribe and decrease it for a small one. Each is to be given its inheritance according to those who were registered in it. 55 The land must be divided by lot; they will receive an inheritance according to the names of their ancestral tribes. 56 Each inheritance will be divided by lot among the larger and smaller tribes."

				

				57 These were the Levites registered by their clans:

				the Gershonite clan from Gershon;

				the Kohathite clan from Kohath;

				the Merarite clan from Merari.

				58 These were the Levite family groups:

				the Libnite clan,

				the Hebronite clan,

				the Mahlite clan,

				the Mushite clan,

				and the Korahite clan.

				

				Kohath was the ancestor of Amram. 59 The name of Amram's wife was Jochebed, a descendant of Levi, born to Levi in Egypt. She bore to Amram: Aaron, Moses, and their sister Miriam. 60 Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar were born to Aaron, 61 but Nadab and Abihu died when they presented unauthorized fire before the Lord. 62 Those registered were 23,000, every male one month old or more; they were not registered among the other Israelites, because no inheritance was given to them among the Israelites.

				63 These were the ones registered by Moses and Eleazar the priest when they registered the Israelites on the plains of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho. 64 But among them there was not one of those who had been registered by Moses and Aaron the priest when they registered the Israelites in the Wilderness of Sinai.65 For the Lord had said to them that they would all die in the wilderness. None of them was left except Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - New Beginnings

				[image: Getz0164.png]

				#34 No matter what our failures as a community of believers, we should determine to move forward once we've dealt with our sin issues. 

				After God's judgment on Israel's immorality and idolatry was completed, a new generation could make a new beginning. Those who could not enter Canaan had died during their 40-year wilderness experience, but now the children who were still alive could start over and enter the promised land. God therefore ordered Moses and Eleazar to take a census, just as had been done 40 years earlier (1:3). 

				Though serious sin always has consequences, God desires to give His repentant children new beginnings. We see this beautifully illustrated in Paul's second letter to the Corinthians. A man who was guilty of flagrant immorality and who was disciplined responded in repentance. Consequently, Paul wrote,

				If anyone has caused pain, he has caused pain not so much to me but to some degree—not to exaggerate—to all of you. The punishment inflicted by the majority is sufficient for that person. As a result, you should instead forgive and comfort him. Otherwise, this one may be overwhelmed by excessive grief. Therefore I urge you to reaffirm your love to him. (2Co 2:5-8)  (See 2Co #4:Spiritual Restoration.)

				When the Corinthians listened to Paul and dealt with the immorality in the church, as well as some other serious sins, they were able to make a new beginning. This is clear from Paul's closing words:

				Finally, brothers, rejoice. Become mature, be encouraged, be of the same mind, be at peace, and the God of love and peace will be with you. (2Co 13:11) 

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some Christians have a difficult time forgiving their fellow Christians, even when those who have sinned have demonstrated repentance and have asked for forgiveness?  (See Mt #13:Experiencing God's Forgiveness.)

				

				

	

A Case of Daughters' Inheritance

				27 The daughters of Zelophehad approached; Zelophehad was the son of Hepher, son of Gilead, son of Machir, son of Manasseh from the clans of Manasseh, the son of Joseph. These were the names of his daughters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 2 They stood before Moses, Eleazar the priest, the leaders, and the entire community at the entrance to the tent of meeting and said, 3 "Our father died in the wilderness, but he was not among Korah's followers, who gathered together against the Lord. Instead, he died because of his own sin, and he had no sons. 4 Why should the name of our father be taken away from his clan? Since he had no son, give us property among our father's brothers."

				5 Moses brought their case before the Lord, 6 and the Lord answered him, 7 "What Zelophehad's daughters say is correct. You are to give them hereditary property among their father's brothers and transfer their father's inheritance to them.8 Tell the Israelites: When a man dies without having a son, transfer his inheritance to his daughter. 9 If he has no daughter, give his inheritance to his brothers. 10 If he has no brothers, give his inheritance to his father's brothers. 11 If his father has no brothers, give his inheritance to the nearest relative of his clan, and he will take possession of it. This is to be a statutory ordinance for the Israelites as the Lord commanded Moses."

				A Principle to Live By - Equality in Christ

				[image: Getz0165.png]

				#35 In terms of our eternal inheritance, we must never believe or teach that God shows favoritism. 

				The inheritance Zelophehad's daughters received was temporal—a portion of the promised land. Being women did not disqualify them from receiving the land promise. 

				In the church of Jesus Christ, our inheritance is not temporal but eternal, and God does not show favoritism based on gender or on any other criteria. Writing to the Galatians, Paul said,

				For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ like a garment. There is no Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, heirs according to the promise. (Gl 3:27-29)  
(See Gl #6:Unity in Christ.)

				The apostle Peter learned this lesson when Cornelius, a Gentile, and his whole household became believers. Peter declared,

				Now I really understand that God doesn't show favoritism, but in every nation the person who fears Him and does righteousness is acceptable to Him. He sent the message to the Israelites, proclaiming the good news of peace through Jesus Christ—He is Lord of all. (Ac 10:34-36)  (See Ac #19:The Sin of Prejudice.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is prejudice such a difficult sin to recognize, acknowledge, and overcome?  (See Jms #6:Avoiding Prejudice.)

				

				

	

Joshua Commissioned to Succeed Moses

				12 Then the Lord said to Moses,"Go up this mountain of the Abarim range and see the land that I have given the Israelites. 13 After you have seen it, you will also be gathered to your people, as Aaron your brother was. 14 When the community quarreled in the Wilderness of Zin, both of you rebelled against My command to show My holiness in their sight at the waters." Those were the waters of Meribah of Kadesh in the Wilderness of Zin.

				15 So Moses appealed to the Lord, 16 "May the Lord, the God of the spirits of all flesh, appoint a man over the community 17 who will go out before them and come back in before them, and who will bring them out and bring them in, so that the Lord's community won't be like sheep without a shepherd."

				18 The Lord replied to Moses,"Take Joshua son of Nun, a man who has the Spirit in him, and lay your hands on him.19 Have him stand before Eleazar the priest and the whole community, and commission him in their sight. 20 Confer some of your authority on him so that the entire Israelite community will obey him. 21 He will stand before Eleazar who will consult the Lord for him with the decision of the •Urim. He and all the Israelites with him, even the entire community, will go out and come back in at his command."

				22 Moses did as the Lord commanded him. He took Joshua, had him stand before Eleazar the priest and the entire community, 23 laid his hands on him, and commissioned him, as the Lord had spoken through Moses.

				A Principle to Live By - Leadership Succession

				[image: Getz0166.png]

				#36 At some point in time, every primary leader should initiate a plan for someone to be a successor. 

				After all the rejection and pain Moses had experienced as a leader in Israel, he was now concerned that God's people have a qualified successor. Even though he was not allowed to enter the promised land because of his own failure, Moses wanted the best for them. This indeed reflects a shepherd's heart. 

				Joshua became that man. This, of course, was not a surprise appointment. He had been an"assistant to Moses since his youth" (11:28). From a human point of view, he had been prepared for this role through many life experiences. From a divine point of view, the Lord was orchestrating these experiences.

				Similarly, Timothy became a key player in carrying on Paul's ministry. Like Joshua with Moses, Timothy had been at Paul's side from his youth. Though Paul's calling was uniquely apostolic, he was also a dedicated pastor. It's clear from his final letter he was preparing Timothy to carry on this ministry in his absence:

				I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus, who is going to judge the living and the dead, and because of His appearing and His kingdom: Proclaim the message; persist in it whether convenient or not; rebuke, correct, and encourage with great patience and teaching. . . . But as for you, be serious about everything, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. (2Tm 4:1-2,5)  (See 2Tm #9:Fulfilling Our Ministry.)

				Reflection and Response

				What can we learn from Joshua's experience with Moses that can help leaders in the church to implement an effective succession plan?

				

				

	

Prescribed Offerings

				28 The Lord spoke to Moses, 2 "Command the Israelites and say to them: Be sure to present to Me at its appointed time My offering and My food as My fire offering, a pleasing aroma to Me. 3 And say to them: This is the fire offering you are to present to the Lord:

				

	

Daily Offerings

				"Each day present two unblemished year-old male lambs as a regular •burnt offering. 4 Offer one lamb in the morning and the other lamb at twilight, 5 along with two quartsfm of fine flour for a •grain offering mixed with a quartfn of olive oil from crushed olives. 6 It is a regular burnt offering established at Mount Sinai for a pleasing aroma, a fire offering to the Lord. 7 The •drink offering is to be a quartfo with each lamb. Pour out the offering of beer to the Lord in the sanctuary area. 8 Offer the second lamb at twilight, along with the same kind of grain offering and drink offering as in the morning. It is a fire offering, a pleasing aroma to the Lord.

				

	

Sabbath Offerings

				9 "On the Sabbath day present two unblemished year-old male lambs, four quartsfp of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering, and its drink offering. 10 It is the burnt offering for every Sabbath, in addition to the regular burnt offering and its drink offering.

				

	

Monthly Offerings

				11 "At the beginning of each of your months present a burnt offering to the Lord: two young bulls, one ram, seven male lambs a year old — all unblemished — 12 with six quartsfq of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering for each bull, four quartsfr of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering for the ram, 13 and two quartsfs of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering for each lamb. It is a burnt offering, a pleasing aroma, a fire offering to the Lord. 14 Their drink offerings are to be two quartsft of wine with each bull, one and a third quartsfu with the ram, and one quartfv with each male lamb. This is the monthly burnt offering for all the months of the year. 15 And one male goat is to be offered as a •sin offering to the Lord, in addition to the regular burnt offering with its drink offering.

				

	

Offerings for Passover

				16 "The •Passover to the Lord comes in the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month. 17 On the fifteenth day of this month there will be a festival; unleavened bread is to be eaten for seven days. 18 On the first day there is to be a sacred assembly; you are not to do any daily work. 19 Present a fire offering, a burnt offering to the Lord: two young bulls, one ram, and seven male lambs a year old. Your animals are to be unblemished. 20 The grain offering with them is to be of fine flour mixed with oil; offer six quartsfw with each bull and four quartsfx with the ram. 21 Offer two quartsfy with each of the seven lambs 22 and one male goat for a sin offering to make •atonement for yourselves. 23 Offer these with the morning burnt offering that is part of the regular burnt offering. 24 You are to offer the same food each day for seven days as a fire offering, a pleasing aroma to the Lord. It is to be offered with its drink offering and the regular burnt offering. 25 On the seventh day you are to hold a sacred assembly; you are not to do any daily work.

				

	

Offerings for the Festival of Weeks

				26 "On the day of •firstfruits, you are to hold a sacred assembly when you present an offering of new grain to the Lord at your Festival of Weeks; you are not to do any daily work. 27 Present a burnt offering for a pleasing aroma to the Lord: two young bulls, one ram, and seven male lambs a year old, 28 with their grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil, six quartsfz with each bull, four quartsga with the ram, 29 and two quartsgb with each of the seven lambs, 30 and one male goat to make atonement for yourselves. 31 Offer them with their drink offerings in addition to the regular burnt offering and its grain offering. Your animals are to be unblemished.

				

	

Festival of Trumpets Offerings

				29 "You are to hold a sacred assembly in the seventh month, on the first day of the month, and you are not to do any daily work. This will be a day of joyful shoutinggc for you. 2 Offer a •burnt offering as a pleasing aroma to the Lord: one young bull, one ram, seven male lambs a year old — all unblemished — 3 with their •grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil, six quartsgd with the bull, four quartsge with the ram, 4 and two quartsgf with each of the seven male lambs. 5 Also offer one male goat as a •sin offering to make •atonement for yourselves. 6 These are in addition to the monthly and regular burnt offerings with their prescribed grain offerings and •drink offerings. They are a pleasing aroma, a fire offering to the Lord.

				

	

Offerings for the Day of Atonement

				7 "You are to hold a sacred assembly on the tenth day of this seventh month and practice self-denial;you must not do any work. 8 Present a burnt offering to the Lord, a pleasing aroma: one young bull, one ram, and seven male lambs a year old. All your animals are to be unblemished. 9 Their grain offering is to be of fine flour mixed with oil, six quartsgg with the bull, four quartsgh with the ram, 10 and two quartsgi with each of the seven lambs. 11 Offer one male goat for a sin offering. The regular burnt offering with its grain offering and drink offerings are in addition to the sin offering of atonement.

				

	

Offerings for the Festival of Booths

				12 "You are to hold a sacred assembly on the fifteenth day of the seventh month; you must not do any daily work. You are to celebrate a seven-day festival for the Lord. 13 Present a burnt offering, a fire offering as a pleasing aroma to the Lord: 13 young bulls, two rams, and 14 male lambs a year old. They are to be unblemished. 14 Their grain offering is to be of fine flour mixed with oil, six quartsgj with each of the 13 bulls, four quartsgk with each of the two rams, 15 and two quartsgl with each of the 14 lambs. 16 Also offer one male goat as a sin offering. These are in addition to the regular burnt offering with its grain and drink offerings.

				17 "On the second day present 12 young bulls, two rams, and 14 male lambs a year old — all unblemished — 18 with their grain and drink offerings for the bulls, rams, and lambs, in proportion to their number. 19 Also offer one male goat as a sin offering. These are in addition to the regular burnt offering with its grain and drink gm offerings.

				20 "On the third day present 11 bulls, two rams, 14 male lambs a year old — all unblemished — 21 with their grain and drink offerings for the bulls, rams, and lambs, in proportion to their number. 22 Also offer one male goat as a sin offering. These are in addition to the regular burnt offering with its grain and drink offerings.

				23 "On the fourth day present 10 bulls, two rams, 14 male lambs a year old — all unblemished — 24 with their grain and drink offerings for the bulls, rams, and lambs, in proportion to their number. 25 Also offer one male goat as a sin offering. These are in addition to the regular burnt offering with its grain and drink offerings.

				26 "On the fifth day present nine bulls, two rams, 14 male lambs a year old — all unblemished — 27 with their grain and drink offerings for the bulls, rams, and lambs, in proportion to their number. 28 Also offer one male goat as a sin offering. These are in addition to the regular burnt offering with its grain and drink offerings.

				29 "On the sixth day present eight bulls, two rams, 14 male lambs a year old — all unblemished — 30 with their grain and drink offerings for the bulls, rams, and lambs, in proportion to their number. 31 Also offer one male goat as a sin offering. These are in addition to the regular burnt offering with its grain and drink gn offerings.

				32 "On the seventh day present seven bulls, two rams, and 14 male lambs a year old — all unblemished — 33 with their grain and drink offerings for the bulls, rams, and lambs, in proportion to their number. 34 Also offer one male goat as a sin offering. These are in addition to the regular burnt offering with its grain and drink offerings.

				35 "On the eighth day you are to hold a solemn assembly; you are not to do any daily work. 36 Present a burnt offering, a fire offering as a pleasing aroma to the Lord: one bull, one ram, seven male lambs a year old — all unblemished — 37 with their grain and drink offerings for the bulls, rams, and lambs, in proportion to their number. 38 Also offer one male goat as a sin offering. These are in addition to the regular burnt offering with its grain and drink offerings.

				39 "You must offer these to the Lord at your appointed times in addition to your vow and freewill offerings, whether burnt, grain, drink, or •fellowship offerings." 40 go So Moses told the Israelites everything the Lord had commanded him.

				A Principle to Live By - Living Sacrifices

				[image: Getz0167.png]

				#37 To make a new beginning with God, we should present our bodies as living sacrifices that are holy and pleasing to the Lord. 

				This sequence in the book of Numbers is not by accident. The children of Israel were making a new beginning. As God's people moved forward to receive their inheritance in Canaan, they were to continue to offer the sacrifices that had been prescribed at Mount Sinai. They were not to neglect this important aspect of their relationship with God. It was necessary in order to make atonement for their sins.

				When Jesus Christ died on the cross as the perfect and final sacrifice, He introduced a new and wonderful plan. Once we receive God's gift of eternal life, we are to offer ourselves to Him by living godly lives. Paul called this offering"a living sacrifice":

				Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God. (Rm 12:1-2)  (See Lv #5:A Fragrant Offering.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do so many Christians fail to present their bodies to Christ as"living sacrifices"?

				

				

	

Regulations about Vows

				30 Moses told the leaders of the Israelite tribes,"This is what the Lord has commanded: 2 When a man makes a vow to the Lord or swears an oath to put himself under an obligation, he must not break his word; he must do whatever he has promised.

				3 "When a woman in her father's house during her youth makes a vow to the Lord or puts herself under an obligation, 4 and her father hears about her vow or the obligation she put herself under, and he says nothing to her, all her vows and every obligation she put herself under are binding. 5 But if her father prohibits her on the day he hears about it, none of her vows and none of the obligations she put herself under are binding. The Lord will absolve her because her father has prohibited her.

				6 "If a woman marries while her vows or the rash commitment she herself made are binding, 7 and her husband hears about it and says nothing to her when he finds out, her vows are binding, and the obligations she put herself under are binding. 8 But if her husband prohibits her when he hears about it, he will cancel her vow that is binding or the rash commitment she herself made, and the Lord will forgive her.

				9 "Every vow a widow or divorced woman puts herself under is binding on her.

				10 "If a woman in her husband's house has made a vow or put herself under an obligation with an oath, 11 and her husband hears about it, says nothing to her, and does not prohibit her, all her vows are binding, and every obligation she put herself under is binding. 12 But if her husband cancels them on the day he hears about it, nothing that came from her lips, whether her vows or her obligation, is binding. Her husband has canceled them, and the Lord will absolve her. 13 Her husband may confirm or cancel any vow or any sworn obligation to deny herself. 14 If her husband says nothing at all to her from day to day, he confirms all her vows and obligations, which are binding. He has confirmed them because he said nothing to her when he heard about them. 15 But if he cancels them after he hears about them, he will be responsible for her gp commitment."gq

				16 These are the statutes that the Lord commanded Moses concerning the relationship between a man and his wife, or between a father and his daughter in his house during her youth.

				A Principle to Live By - Faith Promises

				[image: Getz0168.png]

				#38 When we make commitments before God and mankind, we should do so with total honesty. 

				Though the vows outlined under the old covenant were specifically designed for the children of Israel, there is an enduring principle that applies under the new covenant. Jesus addressed this issue when He said,

				Again, you have heard that it was said to our ancestors, You must not break your oath, but you must keep your oaths to the Lord. But I tell you, don't take an oath at all: either by heaven, because it is God's throne; or by the earth, because it is His footstool; or by Jerusalem, because it is the city of the great King. Neither should you swear by your head, because you cannot make a single hair white or black. But let your word"yes" be"yes," and your"no" be"no." Anything more than this is from the evil one. (Mt 5:33-37)

				Jesus was not saying that all vows and oaths are wrong. If so, we would not be able to exchange vows in marriage or swear on a Bible in a court of law that we will testify to the whole truth! Rather, Jesus was addressing the manipulation and deceitfulness that had accompanied taking an oath in the Jewish culture. Some were swearing"by" various religious or personal anchor points, while holding mental reservations or actual intentions never to keep their promises. So Jesus was concise: We are to let our"yes" mean"yes" and our"no" mean"no." In other words, we are to make commitments in total honesty.  (See Mt #11:Practicing Integrity.)

				What if circumstances beyond our control make it impossible to meet the sincere commitments we made in good faith? For example, Paul encouraged the Corinthians to make financial commitments based on what they believed would be future income (2Co 9:5). We might call this faith promise giving. If it becomes impossible to follow through on this faith promise, it would not be considered dishonesty and lack of integrity before God and mankind.

				Reflection and Response

				What are some other situations that may make it impossible to keep commitments, and how can we handle these circumstances without violating the will of God? 

				

				

	

War with Midian

				31 The Lord spoke to Moses, 2 "Execute vengeance for the Israelites against the Midianites. After that, you will be gathered to your people."

				3 So Moses spoke to the people,"Equip some of your men for war. They will go against Midian to inflict the Lord's vengeance on them. 4 Send 1,000 men to war from each Israelite tribe." 5 So 1,000 were recruited from each Israelite tribe out of the thousandsgr in Israel — 12,000 equipped for war. 6 Moses sent 1,000 from each tribe to war. They went with Phinehas son of Eleazar the priest, in whose care were the holy objects and signal trumpets.

				7 They waged war against Midian, as the Lord had commanded Moses, and killed every male. 8 Along with the others slain by them, they killed the Midianite kings — Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba, the five kings of Midian. They also killed Balaam son of Beor with the sword. 9 The Israelites took the Midianite women and their children captive, and they plundered all their cattle, flocks, and property. 10 Then they burned all the cities where the Midianites lived, as well as all their encampments, 11 and took away all the spoils of war and the captives, both man and beast. 12 They brought the prisoners, animals, and spoils of war to Moses, Eleazar the priest, and the Israelite community at the camp on the plains of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho.

				13 Moses, Eleazar the priest, and all the leaders of the community went to meet them outside the camp. 14 But Moses became furious with the officers, the commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds, who were returning from the military campaign. 15 "Have gs you let every female live?" he asked them. 16 "Yet they are the ones who, at Balaam's advice, incited the Israelites to unfaithfulness against the Lord in the Peor incident, so that the plague came against the Lord's community. 17 So now, kill all the male children and kill every woman who has had sexual relations with a man, 18 but keep alive for yourselves all the young females who have not had sexual relations.

				19 "You are to remain outside the camp for seven days. All of you and your prisoners who have killed a person or touched the dead are to purify yourselves on the third day and the seventh day. 20 Also purify everything: garments, leather goods, things made of goat hair, and every article of wood."

				21 Then Eleazar the priest said to the soldiers who had gone to battle,"This is the legal statute the Lord commanded Moses: 22 Only the gold, silver, bronze, iron, tin, and lead — 23 everything that can withstand fire — you are to pass through fire, and it will be •clean. It must still be purified with the purification water. Anything that cannot withstand fire, pass through the water. 24 On the seventh day wash your clothes, and you will be clean. After that you may enter the camp."

				25 The Lord told Moses, 26 "You, Eleazar the priest, and the family leaders of the community are to take a count of what was captured, man and beast. 27 Then divide the captives between the troops who went out to war and the entire community. 28 Set aside a tribute for the Lord from what belongs to the fighting men who went out to war: one out of every 500 humans, cattle, donkeys, sheep, and goats. 29 Take the tribute from their half and give it to Eleazar the priest as a contribution to the Lord. 30 From the Israelites' half, take one out of every 50 from the people, cattle, donkeys, sheep, and goats, all the livestock, and give them to the Levites who perform the duties ofgt the Lord's tabernacle."

				31 So Moses and Eleazar the priest did as the Lord commanded Moses. 32 The captives remaining from the plunder the army had taken totaled:

				

				675,000 sheep and goats,

				33 72,000 cattle,

				34 61,000 donkeys,

				35 and 32,000 people, all the females who had not had sexual relations with a man.

				

				36 The half portion for those who went out to war numbered:

				

				337,500 sheep and goats,

				37 and the tribute to the Lord was 675

				from the sheep and goats;

				38 from the 36,000 cattle,

				the tribute to the Lord was 72;

				39 from the 30,500 donkeys,

				the tribute to the Lord was 61;

				40 and from the 16,000 people,

				the tribute to the Lord was 32 people.

				

				41 Moses gave the tribute to Eleazar the priest as a contribution for the Lord, as the Lord had commanded Moses.

				42 From the Israelites' half, which Moses separated from the men who fought, 43 the community's half was:

				

				337,500 sheep and goats,

				44 36,000 cattle,

				45 30,500 donkeys,

				46 and 16,000 people.

				

				47 Moses took one out of every 50, selected from the people and the livestock of the Israelites' half. He gave them to the Levites who perform the duties of the Lord's tabernacle, as the Lord had commanded him.

				48 The officers who were over the thousands of the army, the commanders of thousands and of hundreds, approached Moses 49 and told him,"Your servants have taken a census of the fighting men under our command, and not one of us is missing. 50 So we have presented to the Lord an offering of the gold articles each man found — armlets, bracelets, rings, earrings, and necklaces — to make •atonement for ourselves before the Lord."

				51 Moses and Eleazar the priest received from them all the articles made out of gold. 52 All the gold of the contribution they offered to the Lord, from the commanders of thousands and of hundreds, was 420 pounds.gu 53 Each of the soldiers had taken plunder for himself. 54 Moses and Eleazar the priest received the gold from the commanders of thousands and of hundreds and brought it into the tent of meeting as a memorial for the Israelites before the Lord.

				

	

Transjordan Settlements

				32 The Reubenites and Gadites had a very large number of livestock. When they surveyed the lands of Jazer and Gilead, they saw that the region was a good one for livestock. 2 So the Gadites and Reubenites came to Moses, Eleazar the priest, and the leaders of the community and said: 3 "The territory of Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh, Sebam, gv Nebo, and Beon, 4 which the Lord struck down before the community of Israel, is good land for livestock, and your servants own livestock." 5 They said,"If we have found favor in your sight, let this land be given to your servants as a possession. Don't make us cross the Jordan."

				6 But Moses asked the Gadites and Reubenites,"Should your brothers go to war while you stay here? 7 Why are you discouraginggw the Israelites from crossing into the land the Lord has given them? 8 That's what your fathers did when I sent them from Kadesh-barnea to see the land. 9 After they went up as far as Eshcol Valley and saw the land, they discouraged the Israelites from entering the land the Lord had given them. 10 So the Lord's anger burned that day, and He swore an oath: 11 'Because they did not follow Me completely, none of the men 20 years old or more who came up from Egypt will see the land I swore to give Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob — 12 none except Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite and Joshua son of Nun, because they did follow the Lord completely.' 13 The Lord's anger burned against Israel, and He made them wander in the wilderness 40 years until the whole generation that had done what was evil in the Lord's sight was gone. 14 And here you, a brood of sinners, stand in your fathers' place adding even more to the Lord's burning anger against Israel. 15 If you turn back from following Him, He will once again leave this people in the wilderness, and you will destroy all of them."

				16 Then they approached him and said,"We want to build sheepfolds here for our livestock and cities for our dependents. 17 But we will arm ourselves and be ready to go ahead of the Israelites until we have brought them into their place. Meanwhile, our dependents will remain in the fortified cities because of the inhabitants of the land. 18 We will not return to our homes until each of the Israelites has taken possession of his inheritance. 19 Yet we will not have an inheritance with them across the Jordan and beyond, because our inheritance will be across the Jordan to the east."

				20 Moses replied to them,"If you do this — if you arm yourselves for battle before the Lord, 21 and every one of your armed men crosses the Jordan before the Lord until He has driven His enemies from His presence, 22 and the land is subdued before the Lord — afterward you may return and be free from obligation to the Lord and to Israel. And this land will belong to you as a possession before the Lord. 23 But if you don't do this, you will certainly sin against the Lord; be sure your sin will catch up with you. 24 Build cities for your dependents and folds for your flocks, but do what you have promised."

				25 The Gadites and Reubenites answered Moses,"Your servants will do just as my lord commands. 26 Our little children, wives, livestock, and all our animals will remain here in the cities of Gilead, 27 but your servants are equipped for war before the Lord and will go across to the battle as my lord orders."

				28 So Moses gave orders about them to Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun, and the family leaders of the Israelite tribes. 29 Moses told them,"If the Gadites and Reubenites cross the Jordan with you, every man in battle formation before the Lord, and the land is subdued before you, you are to give them the land of Gilead as a possession. 30 But if they don't go across with you in battle formation, they must accept land in Canaan with you."

				31 The Gadites and Reubenites replied,"What the Lord has spoken to your servants is what we will do. 32 We will cross over in battle formation before the Lord into the land of Canaan, but we will keep our hereditary possession across the Jordan."

				33 So Moses gave them — the Gadites, Reubenites, and half the tribe of Manasseh son of Joseph — the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites and the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, the land including its cities with the territories surrounding them. 34 The Gadites rebuilt Dibon, Ataroth, Aroer, 35 Atroth-shophan, Jazer, Jogbehah, 36 Beth-nimrah, and Beth-haran as fortified cities, and built sheepfolds. 37 The Reubenites rebuilt Heshbon, Elealeh, Kiriathaim, 38 as well as Nebo and Baal-meon (whose names were changed), and Sibmah. They gave names to the cities they rebuilt.

				39 The descendants of Machir son of Manasseh went to Gilead, captured it, and drove out the Amorites who were there. 40 So Moses gave Gilead to the clan of Machir son of Manasseh, and they settled in it. 41 Jair, a descendant of Manasseh, went and captured their villages, which he renamed Jair's Villages.gx 42 Nobah went and captured Kenath with its villages and called it Nobah after his own name.

				A Principle to Live By - The Wages of Sin

				[image: Getz0169.png]

				#39 When we deliberately and consistently sin against the Lord, we will ultimately suffer the consequences.

				When Moses issued the stern warning,"Be sure your sin will catch up with you," he was communicating with the Reubenites, the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh regarding their request to settle east of the Jordan (vv. 1-5,23). If they received permission, these tribes promised that they would send their armed men into battle with the rest of Israel and that they would not return to their settlements until Israel had conquered the promised land (vv. 16-19). Moses warned them that if they failed to keep their promise, they would pay a penalty for their sin.

				Though this warning related to a specific situation in Israel, there is a principle for all of us who are followers of Jesus Christ. Whenever we deliberately and consistently violate the will of God, we will experience the wages of sin. Paul wrote,

				Don't be deceived: God is not mocked. For whatever a man sows he will also reap, because the one who sows to his flesh will reap corruption from the flesh, but the one who sows to the Spirit will reap eternal life from the Spirit. (Gl 6:7-8) 

				Though here Paul was contrasting those who are unsaved and walk in the flesh with those who are saved and walk in the Spirit, Scripture also describes a third category of people: professing Christians who live carnal and sinful lives. If we do so, even as true believers we will"reap what we sow." Sin will eventually catch up with us. The negative consequences in our lives will typically be commensurate with the degree to which we follow the desires of the flesh rather than the will of God. 

				Thankfully, when we confess our sins and repent, there is always forgiveness. However, for some people, the sin is so serious that they will experience the results for years to come. This too is a powerful lesson from the children of Israel. Their continued rebellion against God ultimately led to captivity. 

				Reflection and Response

				How can we help our children understand the biblical truth that even though we can experience complete forgiveness in Jesus Christ, at times we will pay a serious price for sinful activities? (See 1Co 3:15.)

				

				

	

Wilderness Travels Reviewed

				33 These were the stages of the Israelites' journey when they went out of the land of Egypt by their military divisions under the leadership of Moses and Aaron. 2 At the Lord's command, Moses wrote down the starting points for the stages of their journey; these are the stages listed by their starting points:

				

				3 They departed from Rameses in the first 
month, on the fifteenth day of the month. 
On the day after the •Passover the Israelites 
went out triumphantlygy in the sight of all 
the Egyptians. 4 Meanwhile, the Egyptians 
were burying every firstborn male the Lord 
had struck down among them, for the Lord 
had executed judgment against their gods. 
5 The Israelites departed from Rameses and 
camped at Succoth.

				6 They departed from Succoth and camped 
at Etham, which is on the edge of the 
wilderness.

				7 They departed from Etham and turned 
back to Pi-hahiroth, which faces Baal-
zephon, and they camped before Migdol.

				8 They departed from Pi-hahiroth gz and 
crossed through the middle of the sea into 
the wilderness. They took a three-day journey into the Wilderness of Etham and camped at Marah.

				9 They departed from Marah and came to Elim. There were 12 springs of water and 70 date palms at Elim, so they camped there.

				10 They departed from Elim and camped by the •Red Sea.

				11 They departed from the Red Sea and camped in the Wilderness of Sin.

				12 They departed from the Wilderness of Sin and camped in Dophkah.

				13 They departed from Dophkah and camped at Alush.

				14 They departed from Alush and camped at Rephidim, where there was no water for the people to drink.

				15 They departed from Rephidim and camped 
in the Wilderness of Sinai.

				16 They departed from the Wilderness of 
Sinai and camped at Kibroth-hattaavah.

				17 They departed from Kibroth-hattaavah and camped at Hazeroth.

				18 They departed from Hazeroth and camped 
at Rithmah.

				19 They departed from Rithmah and camped 
at Rimmon-perez.

				20 They departed from Rimmon-perez and camped at Libnah.

				21 They departed from Libnah and camped 
at Rissah.

				22 They departed from Rissah and camped at Kehelathah.

				23 They departed from Kehelathah 
and camped at Mount Shepher.

				24 They departed from Mount Shepher and camped at Haradah.

				25 They departed from Haradah and camped 
at Makheloth.

				26 They departed from Makheloth and camped at Tahath.

				27 They departed from Tahath and camped at Terah.

				28 They departed from Terah and camped at Mithkah.

				29 They departed from Mithkah and camped at Hashmonah.

				30 They departed from Hashmonah and camped at Moseroth.

				31 They departed from Moseroth and camped at Bene-jaakan.

				32 They departed from Bene-jaakan and camped at Hor-haggidgad.

				33 They departed from Hor-haggidgad and camped at Jotbathah.

				34 They departed from Jotbathah and camped at Abronah.

				35 They departed from Abronah and camped at Ezion-geber.

				36 They departed from Ezion-geber and 
camped in the Wilderness of Zin (that is, Kadesh).

				37 They departed from Kadesh and camped at Mount Hor on the edge of the land of Edom. 38 At the Lord's command, Aaron the priest climbed Mount Hor and died there on the first day of the fifth month in the fortieth year after the Israelites went out of the land of Egypt. 39 Aaron was 123 years old when he died on Mount Hor. 40 At that time the Canaanite king of Arad, who lived in the •Negev in the land of Canaan, heard the Israelites were coming.

				41 They departed from Mount Hor and camped at Zalmonah.

				42 They departed from Zalmonah and camped at Punon.

				43 They departed from Punon and camped at Oboth.

				44 They departed from Oboth and camped at Iye-abarim on the border of Moab.

				45 They departed from Iyim and camped at Dibon-gad.

				46 They departed from Dibon-gad and camped at Almon-diblathaim.

				47 They departed from Almon-diblathaim 
and camped in the Abarim range facing 
Nebo.

				48 They departed from the Abarim range and camped on the plains of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho. 49 They camped by the Jordan from Beth-jeshimoth to the Acacia Meadowha on the plains of Moab.

				

	

Instructions for Occupying Canaan

				50 The Lord spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho, 51 "Tell the Israelites: When you cross the Jordan into the land of Canaan, 52 you must drive out all the inhabitants of the land before you, destroy all their stone images and cast images, and demolish all their •high places. 53 You are to take possession of the land and settle in it because I have given you the land to possess. 54 You are to receive the land as an inheritance by lot according to your clans. Increase the inheritance for a large clan and decrease it for a small one. Whatever place the lot indicates for someone will be his. You will receive an inheritance according to your ancestral tribes. 55 But if you don't drive out the inhabitants of the land before you, those you allow to remain will become thorns in your eyes and in your sides; they will harass you in the land where you will live. 56 And what I had planned to do to them, I will do to you."

				A Principle to Live By - Obeying God Fully
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				#40 To be a witness in our world today, we must be transformed into the image of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

				God had a specific plan for Israel. They were to take over Canaan and"drive out all the inhabitants of the land" (v. 52). If they did not complete the task, not only would they be harassed, but they would be tempted to forsake God and follow the lifestyles of their pagan neighbors. 

				Unfortunately, Israel failed to carry out God's will completely. As a result, they often forsook the Lord and indulged in horrible immorality and idolatry. After many periods of failure, God allowed His people to be taken captive by the Assyrians and the Babylonians. 

				Under God's new covenant, we are not to eliminate the influence of unbelievers by destroying them or driving them away. Rather, through the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, we are to be salt and light in their lives. We are to demonstrate that we are Christ's disciples by our love for one another and that all people can experience God's love by receiving His gift of life through Jesus Christ (Jn 1:11-13; 3:16).  (See Mt #9:Fulfilling the Law.)

				However, in carrying out God's will in the world, we are not to have fellowship with unbelievers—we must not participate in their sinful activities. Paul addressed this issue:

				Do not be mismatched with unbelievers. For what partnership is there between righteousness and lawlessness? Or what fellowship does light have with darkness? What agreement does Christ have with Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? And what agreement does God's sanctuary have with idols? For we are the sanctuary of the living God. (2Co 6:14-16a)  (See Pr #25:An Important Balance.)

				Reflection and Response

				What steps should we take to be a witness in the world without allowing ourselves to become a part of the world? (See 1Co 5:9-13.) 

				

				

	

Boundaries of the Promised Land

				34 The Lord spoke to Moses, 2 "Command the Israelites and say to them: When you enter the land of Canaan, it will be allotted to you as an inheritancehb with these borders:

				

				3 Your southern side will be from the Wilderness of Zin along the boundary of Edom. Your southern border on the east will begin at the east end of the Dead Sea. 4 Your border will turn south of the Ascent of Akrabbim,hc proceed to Zin, and end south of Kadesh-barnea. It will go to Hazar-addar and proceed to Azmon. 5 The border will turn from Azmon to the Brook of Egypt, where it will end at the Mediterranean Sea.

				

				6 Your western border will be the coastline of the Mediterranean Sea; this will be your western border.

				

				7 This will be your northern border: From the Mediterranean Sea draw a line to Mount Hor; 8 from Mount Hor draw a line to the entrance of Hamath,hd and the border will reach Zedad. 9 Then the border will go to Ziphron and end at Hazar-enan. This will be your northern border.

				

				10 For your eastern border, draw a line from Hazar-enan to Shepham. 11 The border will go down from Shepham to Riblah east of Ain. It will continue down and reach the eastern slope of the Sea of Chinnereth. 12 Then the border will go down to the Jordan and end at the Dead Sea. This will be your land defined by its borders on all sides."

				

				13 So Moses commanded the Israelites,"This is the land you are to receive by lot as an inheritance, which the Lord commanded to be given to the nine and a half tribes. 14 For the tribe of the Reubenites and the tribe of the Gadites have received their inheritance according to their ancestral houses, and half the tribe of Manasseh has received its inheritance. 15 The two and a half tribes have received their inheritance across the Jordan from Jericho, eastward toward the sunrise."

				

	

Leaders for Distributing the Land

				16 The Lord spoke to Moses, 17 "These are the names of the men who are to distribute the land as an inheritance for you: Eleazar the priest and Joshua son of Nun. 18 Take one leader from each tribe to distribute the land. 19 These are the names of the men:

				

				

				Caleb son of Jephunneh from the tribe of Judah;

				20 Shemuel son of Ammihud from the tribe of Simeon;

				21 Elidad son of Chislon from the tribe of 
Benjamin;

				22 Bukki son of Jogli, a leader from the tribe of Dan;

				23 from the sons of Joseph:

				Hanniel son of Ephod, a leader from the tribe of Manasseh,

				24 Kemuel son of Shiphtan, a leader from the tribe of Ephraim;

				25 Eli-zaphan son of Parnach, a leader from the tribe of Zebulun;

				26 Paltiel son of Azzan, a leader from the tribe of Issachar;

				27 Ahihud son of Shelomi, a leader from the tribe of Asher;

				28 Pedahel son of Ammihud, a leader from the tribe of Naphtali."

				

				29 These are the ones the Lord commanded to distribute the inheritance to the Israelites in the land of Canaan.

				

	

Cities for the Levites

				35 The Lord again spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho: 2 "Command the Israelites to give cities out of their hereditary property for the Levites to live in and pastureland around the cities. 3 The cities will be for them to live in, and their pasturelands will be for their herds, flocks, and all their other animals. 4 The pasturelands of the cities you are to give the Levites will extend from the city wall 500 yardshe on every side. 5 Measure 1,000 yardshf outside the city for the east side, 1,000 yardshg for the south side, 1,000 yardshh for the west side, and 1,000 yardshi for the north side, with the city in the center. This will belong to them as pasturelands for the cities.

				6 "The cities you give the Levites will include six cities of refuge, which you must provide so that the one who kills someone may flee there; in addition to these, give 42 other cities. 7 The total number of cities you give the Levites will be 48, along with their pasturelands. 8 Of the cities that you give from the Israelites' territory, you should take more from a larger tribe and less from a smaller one. Each tribe is to give some of its cities to the Levites in proportion to the inheritance it receives."

				

	

Cities of Refuge

				9 The Lord said to Moses, 10 "Speak to the Israelites and tell them: When you cross the Jordan into the land of Canaan, 11 designate cities to serve as cities of refuge for you, so that a person who kills someone unintentionally may flee there. 12 You will have the cities as a refuge from the avenger, so that the one who kills someone will not die until he stands trial before the assembly. 13 The cities you select will be your six cities of refuge. 14 Select three cities across the Jordan and three cities in the land of Canaan to be cities of refuge. 15 These six cities will serve as a refuge for the Israelites and for the foreigner or temporary resident among them, so that anyone who kills a person unintentionally may flee there.

				16 "If anyone strikes a person with an iron object and death results, he is a murderer; the murderer must be put to death. 17 If a man has in his hand a stone capable of causing death and strikes another person and he dies, the murderer must be put to death. 18 If a man has in his hand a wooden object capable of causing death and strikes another person and he dies, the murderer must be put to death. 19 The avenger of blood himself is to kill the murderer; when he finds him, he is to kill him. 20 Likewise, if anyone in hatred pushes a person or throws an object at him with malicious intent and he dies, 21 or if in hostility he strikes him with his hand and he dies, the one who struck him must be put to death; he is a murderer. The avenger of blood is to kill the murderer when he finds him.

				22 "But if anyone suddenly pushes a person without hostility or throws any object at him without malicious intent 23 or without looking drops a stone that could kill a person and he dies, but he was not his enemy and wasn't trying to harm him, 24 the assembly is to judge between the slayer and the avenger of blood according to these ordinances. 25 The assembly is to protect the one who kills someone from the hand of the avenger of blood. Then the assembly will return him to the city of refuge he fled to, and he must live there until the death of the high priest who was anointed with the holy oil.

				26 "If the one who kills someone ever goes outside the border of the city of refuge he fled to, 27 and the avenger of blood finds him outside the border of his city of refuge and kills him, the avenger will not be •guilty of bloodshed, 28 for the one who killed a person was supposed to live in his city of refuge until the death of the high priest. Only after the death of the high priest may the one who has killed a person return to the land he possesses. 29 These instructions will be a statutory ordinance for you throughout your generations wherever you live.

				30 "If anyone kills a person, the murderer is to be put to death based on the word of witnesses. But no one is to be put to death based on the testimony of one witness. 31 You are not to accept a ransom for the life of a murderer who is guilty of killing someone; he must be put to death. 32 Neither should you accept a ransom for the person who flees to his city of refuge, allowing him to return and live in the land before the death of the high priest. hj

				33 "Do not defile the land where you are, hk for bloodshed defiles the land, and there can be no •atonement for the land because of the blood that is shed on it, except by the blood of the person who shed it. 34 Do not make the land •unclean where you live and where I reside; for I, •Yahweh, reside among the Israelites."

				

	

The Inheritance of Zelophehad's Daughters

				36 The family leaders from the clan of the descendants of Gilead — the son of Machir, son of Manasseh — who were from the clans of the sons of Joseph, approached and addressed Moses and the leaders who were over the Israelite families. 2 They said,"•Yahweh commanded my lord to give the land as an inheritance by lot to the Israelites. My lord was further commanded by Yahweh to give our brother Zelophehad's inheritance to his daughters. 3 If they marry any of the men from the other Israelite tribes, their inheritance will be taken away from our fathers' inheritance and added to that of the tribe into which they marry. Therefore, part of our allotted inheritance would be taken away. 4 When the Jubilee comes for the Israelites, their inheritance will be added to that of the tribe into which they marry, and their inheritance will be taken away from the inheritance of our ancestral tribe."

				5 So Moses commanded the Israelites at the word of the Lord,"What the tribe of Joseph's descendants says is right. 6 This is what the Lord has commanded concerning Zelophehad's daughters: They may marry anyone they like provided they marry within a clan of their ancestral tribe. 7 An inheritance belonging to the Israelites must not transfer from tribe to tribe, because each of the Israelites is to retain the inheritance of his ancestral tribe. 8 Any daughter who possesses an inheritance from an Israelite tribe must marry someone from the clan of her ancestral tribe, so that each of the Israelites will possess the inheritance of his fathers. 9 No inheritance is to transfer from one tribe to another, because each of the Israelite tribes is to retain its inheritance."

				10 The daughters of Zelophehad did as the Lord commanded Moses. 11 Mahlah, Tirzah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad, married cousins on their father's side. 12 They married men from the clans of the descendants of Manasseh son of Joseph, and their inheritance remained within the tribe of their father's clan.

				13 These are the commands and ordinances the Lord commanded the Israelites through Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho.  (Review Nm #35: Equality in Christ)
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				Deuteronomy

				Author: Moses

				Date of events: 1406 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				The book of Deuteronomy is so named because in it Moses wrote down the law (Greek nomos) a second (deuteros) time. After 40 years, the generation that had received the Ten Commandments from the hand of God had passed away, and a new generation had grown up. The situation was different. Their fathers had been slaves in Egypt, but they were pilgrims about to enter the promised land. Moses warned that generation not to add to or take away from God's instructions. The Word of God was still sufficient for their needs; it still provided guidance for any challenge they would face.

				Deuteronomy teaches us principles of application

				

				

				Having completed the wilderness wanderings, standing across the river from the promised land, Moses spoke to the people about the past and the future. How should the children of Israel respond to their past election as God's own people? They should respond in gratitude and obedience. How should they respond to their recent 40-year wandering in the desert? Gratitude and obedience. How should they respond in the future when they would be blessed in the promised land? Again, in gratitude and obedience. Moses warned them that they had no grounds for pride in their accomplishments; everything they had and everything they would receive was a gift from God, the outpouring of His grace.

				Deuteronomy teaches us principles of humble gratitude

				

				

				The people were standing on the brink of the promised land, and Moses was about to receive his heavenly reward. These were Moses' final words of encouragement. If Israel continued to depend on God, God promised them strength, success, then peace. As God's prophet, Moses knew that they inevitably would disobey, but he also revealed that God had a plan to redeem and restore them.

				Deuteronomy teaches us principles of hope

				

				

				Moses told his audience to pass God's word on to their children. The fear of God—honor, respect, worship, awe—was the key to their relationship with Him. Ignoring God and His word would lead to death, but listening to the word of God would lead to life. For Israel, the ideal was long life at peace in the promised land. For us, it is eternal life in Christ and glorious rest in heaven. 

				Deuteronomy teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				List of principles in deuteronomy

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

						
								
								1:1-5

							
								
								#1: Our Future 
Generation

							
								
								Pastors and parents should be faithful in teaching each new generation God's will for their lives.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:9-18

							
								
								#2: Qualified Assistants

							
								
								As a church grows numerically, primary leaders should maintain their pastoral priorities by appointing qualified men and women to assist them.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								1:19-33

							
								
								#3: Maintaining a Clear Focus

							
								
								To overcome discouragement and distorted thinking, we must remember God's faithfulness in the past and His promises for the future.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								1:34-46

							
								
								#4: Authentic 
Repentance

							
								
								When we have disobeyed God and suffered the consequences, we are to confess our sins and then rely on God's strength to enable us to live in His will.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								3:21-29

							
								
								#5: Accepting Life's Realities

							
								
								We are to accept the irreversible consequences of sin, but at the same time, we are to rejoice in God's forgiveness and present blessings.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								4:1-14

							
								
								#6: God's Revealed Truth

							
								
								We are to accept, believe, and obey the inspired Word of God. 

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								4:25-31

							
								
								#7: Our Compassionate God

							
								
								When we sin and alienate ourselves from God, we must remember that He is patiently waiting for us to return to fellowship with Him.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								4:32-40

							
								
								#8: Walking Worthy

							
								
								In view of God's love and grace, we should walk worthy of our great calling in Christ.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								5:1-21

							
								
								#9: The Ten 
Commandments

							
								
								As New Testament believers, we are to devote ourselves to keeping God's commandments and teaching them to our children.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								5:22-33

							
								
								#10: Godly Fear

							
								
								We should always maintain a proper view of God's awesome holiness.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								6:1-9

							
								
								#11: Teachable Moments

							
								
								We are to use the natural opportunities in our daily routines and relationships to maximize learning experiences with our children.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								6:10-25

							
								
								#12: Prideful Behavior

							
								
								We are always to remember that God is the divine Source of our material blessings.
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								7:1-26

							
								
								#13: Reflecting God's Holiness

							
								
								As born again believers indwelt by the Holy Spirit, we are to eliminate all forms of indolatry and be transforming influences in this world.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								8:1-20

							
								
								#14: Wilderness 
Experiences

							
								
								We are to view difficult experiences in our lives as opportunities to grow and mature in our faith.
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								9:1-6

							
								
								#15: God's Mercy and Grace

							
								
								No matter how many good works we do, we must always remember that our salvation is a free gift and not something we have earned.
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								10:12-16

							
								
								#16: The New Birth

							
								
								To receive eternal salvation, we must have a change of heart.
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								10:17–11:32

							
								
								#17: Love and Obedience

							
								
								To love God sincerely and fully, we must obey what He commands.
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								12:1-14

							
								
								#18: Personal and 
Corporate Worship

							
								
								Though we can enter God's presence at any moment because of our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we are also to meet together regularly for mutual encouragement and corporate worship.
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								13:1-5

							
								
								#19: Victory in Christ

							
								
								Even though God may allow Satan to test our love for Him, we can be victorious over evil.
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								13:6-11

							
								
								#20: Negative Family Influences

							
								
								We must not allow close family members and friends to lead us away from God.
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								15:1-11

							
								
								#21: Grace and 
Generosity

							
								
								As followers of Jesus Christ, we are to be generous to people who face economic crises beyond their control.
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								18:1-8

							
								
								#22: Caring for Spiritual Leaders

							
								
								Every local church should provide ample material support for those spiritual leaders who devote significant amounts of time serving as spiritual shepherds.
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								18:9-14

							
								
								#23: Occult Activity

							
								
								Even though we may live in a culture that de-emphasizes occult activity, we must take seriously the reality that demonic and evil forces exist.
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								18:15-22

							
								
								#24: Testing Prophetic Messages

							
								
								When someone claims to have a prophetic message from God, we're to use the Scriptures to evaluate the authenticity of this message. 
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								19:15-21

							
								
								#25: Maintaining Justice

							
								
								We must thoroughly investigate any accusation of wrongdoing against a member of the body of Jesus Christ.
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								24:1-4

							
								
								#26: Marriage and Divorce

							
								
								When determining God's will regarding marriage relationships, we are to follow the teachings in the New Testament.
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								26:16-19

							
								
								#27: God's Expectations Today

							
								
								As new covenant believers, we should devote ourselves to obeying God's will as revealed in the New Testament. 
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								27:1-8

							
								
								#28: God's Inscribed Word

							
								
								To live in God's will, we are to study and review the Scriptures.
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								28:1-15

							
								
								#29: Blessings and Curses

							
								
								We must differentiate between what God has promised to Israel as a nation and what He has promised to the church.
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								29:16–30:10

							
								
								#30: God's Focus on Israel

							
								
								To have a correct view of prophecy, we must understand God's unconditional covenant with the nation Israel.
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								31:1-8

							
								
								#31: Security in Christ

							
								
								If we have sincerely put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we are to be confident that God will never forsake us.

							
								
								31

							
						

						
								
								31:9-29

							
								
								#32: Being Faithful

							
								
								Even though more and more people will turn away from God as we approach the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, we are to be faithful knowing we can make a difference in this world. 
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								31:30–33:29

							
								
								#33: God's 
Compassionate Heart

							
								
								Even though we fail God as believers, if we repent and turn from our sins, He will restore us and have intimate fellowship with us.
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								34:1-12

							
								
								#34: A Great Model

							
								
								We should study the lives of Old Testament personalities like Moses in order to be more faithful followers of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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				Deuteronomy

				Introduction

				1 These are the words Moses spoke to all Israel across the Jordan in the wilderness, in the •Arabah opposite Suph, a between Paran and Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Di-zahab. 2 It is an eleven-day journey from Horeb to Kadesh-barnea by way of Mount Seir. 3 In the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on the first of the month, Moses told the Israelites everything the Lord had commanded him to say to them. 4 This was after he had defeated Sihon king of the Amorites, who lived in Heshbon, and Og king of Bashan, who lived in Ashtaroth, at Edrei. 5 Across the Jordan in the land of Moab, Moses began to explain this law, saying:

				A Principle to Live By - Our Future Generation

				[image: Getz0171.png]

				#1 Pastors and parents should be faithful in teaching each new generation God's will for their lives.

				Moses wrote Deuteronomy to review God's laws for the children of Israel who had survived the wilderness experience. Their parents had died during the preceding 40-year period due to their disobedience. Moses was deeply concerned that this new generation should not repeat their parent's mistakes.

				The good news is that this generation took Moses' instructions seriously and"worshiped the Lord throughout Joshua's lifetime and during the lifetimes of the elders who outlived Joshua." The bad news is that after he died,"another generation rose up who did not know the Lord." Sadly,"they worshiped the Baals and abandoned the Lord, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of Egypt" (Jdg 2:7,10-12).  (See Jdg #5:Modeling and Teaching.)

				What happened in Israel demonstrates how important it is for both pastors and parents to continue to teach God's will for the generation that will follow us. Paul captured this truth in his letter to Timothy, his son in the faith:

				You, therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, commit to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. (2Tm 2:1-2)  (See 2Tm #3:Mentoring Others.)

				Reflection and Response

				When teaching a future generation God's will, what are some of the current cultural influences that need to be addressed specifically?

				

				

	

Departure from Horeb

				6 "The Lord our God spoke to us at Horeb: 'You have stayed at this mountain long enough. 7 Resume your journey and go to the hill country of the Amorites and their neighbors in the Arabah, the hill country, the Judean foothills,b the •Negev and the sea coast — to the land of the Canaanites and to Lebanon as far as the Euphrates River.c 8 See, I have set the land before you. Enter and take possession of the land the Lord swore to give to your fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and their future descendants.'

				

	

Leaders for the Tribes

				9 "I said to you at that time: I can't bear the responsibility for you on my own. 10 The Lord your God has so multiplied you that today you are as numerous as the stars of the sky.11 May •Yahweh, the God of your fathers, increase you a thousand times more, and bless you as He promised you. 12 But how can I bear your troubles, burdens, and disputes by myself? 13 Appoint for yourselves wise, understanding, and respected men from each of your tribes, and I will make them your leaders.

				14 "You replied to me, 'What you propose to do is good.'

				15 "So I took the leaders of your tribes, wise and respected men, and set them over you as leaders: officials for thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens, and officers for your tribes. 16 I commanded your judges at that time: Hear the cases between your brothers, and judge rightly between a man and his brother or a foreign resident. 17 Do not show partiality when deciding a case; listen to small and great alike. Do not be intimidated by anyone, for judgment belongs to God. Bring me any case too difficult for you, and I will hear it. 18 At that time I commanded you about all the things you were to do.

				A Principle to Live By - Qualified Assistants
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				#2 As a church grows numerically, primary leaders should maintain their pastoral priorities by appointing qualified men and women to assist them. 

				God's promise to Abraham to make him into"a great nation" (Gn 12:2) began in Egypt. When the children of Israel passed through the Red Sea, they may have already numbered over two million. Imagine the burden this put on Moses who alone served as their primary shepherd, not only guiding them spiritually, but also serving as their judge. 

				God used Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, to help him develop a leadership plan that called for appointing qualified men from each tribe to assist him. This enabled Moses to focus on important priorities:"to represent the people before God" and to"instruct them about the statutes and laws, and teach them the way to live and what they must do" (Ex 18:19-20).  (See Ex #22:Establishing Priorities.)

				We see this same dynamic in the church in Jerusalem. As the family of believers grew numerically people's needs were not being met. So godly men were selected to help the apostles maintain similar priorities:

				Then the Twelve summoned the whole company of the disciples and said,"It would not be right for us to give up preaching about God to handle financial matters. Therefore, brothers, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and wisdom, whom we can appoint to this duty. But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the preaching ministry." (Ac 6:2-4)  (See Ac #12:Leadership Priorities.)

				As churches were established throughout the Roman world, and believing communities grew in numbers, qualified men and women were appointed to assist the primary pastoral leaders (see 1Tm 3:1-13).

				Reflection and Response

				When selecting those who are to assist primary shepherds in the church, what normally happens if leaders are appointed who are not spiritually qualified?  (See 1Tm #7:Qualified Assistants.)

				

				

	

Israel's Disobedience at Kadesh-barnea

				19 "We then set out from Horeb and went across all the great and terrible wilderness you saw on the way to the hill country of the Amorites, just as the Lord our God had commanded us. When we reached Kadesh-barnea, 20 I said to you: You have reached the hill country of the Amorites, which the Lord our God is giving us. 21 See, the Lord your God has set the land before you. Go up and take possession of it as Yahweh, the God of your fathers, has told you. Do not be afraid or discouraged.

				22 "Then all of you approached me and said, 'Let's send men ahead of us, so that they may explore the land for us and bring us back a report about the route we should go up and the cities we will come to.' 23 The plan seemed good to me, so I selected 12 men from among you, one man for each tribe. 24 They left and went up into the hill country and came to the Valley of Eshcol, scouting the land. 25 They took some of the fruit from the land in their hands, carried it down to us, and brought us back a report: 'The land the Lord our God is giving us is good.'

				26 "But you were not willing to go up, rebelling against the command of the Lord your God. 27 You grumbled in your tents and said, 'The Lord brought us out of the land of Egypt to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites so they would destroy us, because He hated us. 28 Where can we go? Our brothers have discouraged us, saying: The people are larger and taller than we are; the cities are large, fortified to the heavens. We also saw the descendants of the Anakim there.'

				29 "So I said to you: Don't be terrified or afraid of them!30 The Lord your God who goes before you will fight for you, just as you saw Him do for you in Egypt. 31 And you saw in the wilderness how the Lord your God carried you as a man carries his son all along the way you traveled until you reached this place. 32 But in spite of this you did not trust the Lord your God, 33 who went before you on the journey to seek out a place for you to camp. He went in the fire by night and in the cloud by day to guide you on the road you were to travel.

				A Principle to Live By - Maintaining a Clear Focus
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				#3 To overcome discouragement and distorted thinking, we must remember God's faithfulness in the past and His promises for the future. 

				In spite of God's directive to"take possession" of the land (v. 21), as well as His promise to give them victory, the children of Israel refused to follow God's will. All the Lord's past blessings and protection failed to register in their minds. Their thinking became distorted and they were paralyzed with fear. They even concluded God had brought them out of Egypt to allow the Canaanites to destroy them.  (See Nm #18:Inappropriate Influences.)

				The ultimate distortion for any one of us is to become so discouraged that we believe God is against us, even setting us up for failure. This, of course, arises not only from frustration, but ultimately from Satan himself. God loves us and will never forsake us. 

				The author of Hebrews challenged all of us to maintain a proper focus when we run the race of life—remembering that Jesus Christ Himself ran that race victoriously:

				Therefore, since we also have such a large cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us lay aside every weight and the sin that so easily ensnares us. Let us run with endurance the race that lies before us, keeping our eyes on Jesus, the source and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that lay before Him endured a cross and despised the shame and has sat down at the right hand of God's throne. (Heb 12:1-2)  (See Heb #18:Focusing on Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				When we face difficult challenges in our lives, what specific steps can we take to keep from becoming discouraged and even distorted in our thinking?  (See 1Kg #28:Discouragement and Depression; 1Kg #29: Physical Needs; 1Kg #31: Theological Disillusionment; 1Kg #33: Companionship.)

				

				34 "When the Lord heard yourd words, He grew angry and swore an oath: 35 'None of these men in this evil generation will see the good land I swore to give your fathers, 36 except Caleb the son of Jephunneh. He will see it, and I will give him and his descendants the land on which he has set foot, because he followed the Lord completely.'

				37 "The Lord was angry with me also because of you and said: 'You will not enter there either. 38 Joshua son of Nun, who attends you, will enter it. Encourage him, for he will enable Israel to inherit it. 39 Your little children, whom you said would be plunder, your sons whoe don't know good from evil, will enter there. I will give them the land, and they will take possession of it. 40 But you are to turn back and head for the wilderness by way of the •Red Sea.'

				41 "You answered me, 'We have sinned against the Lord. We will go up and fight just as the Lord our God commanded us.' Then each of you put on his weapons of war and thought it would be easy to go up into the hill country.

				42 "But the Lord said to me, 'Tell them: Don't go up and fight, for I am not with you to keep you from being defeated by your enemies.' 43 So I spoke to you, but you didn't listen. You rebelled against the Lord's command and defiantly went up into the hill country. 44 Then the Amorites who lived there came out against you and chased you like a swarm of bees. They routed you from Seir as far as Hormah.45 When you returned, you wept before the Lord, but He didn't listen to your requests or pay attention to you. 46 For this reason you stayed in Kadesh as long as you did.f

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Authentic Repentance
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				#4 When we have disobeyed God and suffered the consequences, we are to confess our sins and then rely on God's strength to enable us to live in His will. 

				When the Israelites learned they would never be able to enter the promised land because of their disobedience, they had a sudden change of mind (Nm 14:40-42). However, what appeared to be heart-felt repentance was self-serving. If it had been sincere, they would not have ignored God's warning against attempting this feat in their own strength. As a result, they failed once again to obey God, and once again they suffered the consequences. They"wept before the Lord" (Dt 1:45), but they were apparently more sorry that they were suffering than that they had disobeyed God and offended Him.  (See Nm #22:Inappropriate Human Effort.)

				Peter too failed God—by denying he knew the Lord Jesus Christ—but when he realized what he had done, he"wept bitterly" (Mt 26:75). His tears reflected authentic repentance. He sincerely acknowledged his sin, was restored to fellowship with God, and became one of God's greatest servants.  (See Mt #55:Our Great High Priest.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it easy to feign repentance, even with tears, and yet not be truly sorry that we've offended God?

				

				

	

Journey past Seir

				2 "Then we turned back and headed for the wilderness by way of the •Red Sea, as the Lord had told me, and we traveled around the hill country of Seir for many days. 2 The Lord then said to me, 3 'You've been traveling around this hill country long enough; turn north. 4 Command the people: You are about to travel through the territory of your brothers, the descendants of Esau, who live in Seir. They will be afraid of you, so you must be very careful. 5 Don't fight with them, for I will not give you any of their land, not even an inch of it,g because I have given Esau the hill country of Seir as his possession. 6 You may purchase food from them with silver, so that you may eat, and buy water from them to drink. 7 For the Lord your God has blessed you in all the work of your hands. He has watched over your journey through this immense wilderness. The Lord your God has been with you this past 40 years, and you have lacked nothing.'

				

	

Journey past Moab

				8 "So we bypassed our brothers, the descendants of Esau, who live in Seir. We turned away from the •Arabah road and from Elath and Ezion-geber. We traveled along the road to the Wilderness of Moab. 9 The Lord said to me, 'Show no hostility toward Moab, and do not provoke them to battle, for I will not give you any of their land as a possession, since I have given Ar as a possession to the descendants of Lot.'"

				10 The Emim, a great and numerous people as tall as the Anakim, had previously lived there. 11 They were also regarded as Rephaim, like the Anakim, though the Moabites called them Emim. 12 The Horites had previously lived in Seir, but the descendants of Esau drove them out, destroying them completelyh and settling in their place, just as Israel did in the land of its possession the Lord gave them.

				13 "The Lord said, 'Now get up and cross the Zered Valley.' So we crossed the Zered Valley. 14 The time we spent traveling from Kadesh-barnea until we crossed the Zered Valley was 38 years until the entire generation of fighting men had perished from the camp, as the Lord had sworn to them. 15 Indeed, the Lord's hand was against them, to eliminate them from the camp until they had all perished.

				

	

Journey past Ammon

				16 "When all the fighting men had died among the people, 17 the Lord spoke to me, 18 'Today you are going to cross the border of Moab at Ar. 19 When you get close to the Ammonites, don't show any hostility to them or fight with them, for I will not give you any of the Ammonites' land as a possession; I have given it as a possession to the descendants of Lot.'"

				20 This too used to be regarded as the land of the Rephaim. The Rephaim lived there previously, though the Ammonites called them Zamzummim, 21 a great and numerous people, tall as the Anakim. The Lord destroyed the Rephaim at the advance of the Ammonites, so that they drove them out and settled in their place. 22 This was just as He had done for the descendants of Esau who lived in Seir, when He destroyed the Horites before them; they drove them out and have lived in their place until now. 23 The Caphtorim, who came from Caphtor, destroyed the Avvim, who lived in villages as far as Gaza, and settled in their place.

				

	

Defeat of Sihon the Amorite

				24 "The Lord also said, 'Get up, move out, and cross the Arnon Valley. See, I have handed Sihon the Amorite, king of Heshbon, and his land over to you. Begin to take possession of it; engage him in battle. 25 Today I will begin to put the fear and dread of you on the peoples everywhere under heaven. They will hear the report about you, tremble, and be in anguish because of you.'

				26 "So I sent messengers with an offer of peace to Sihon king of Heshbon from the Wilderness of Kedemoth, saying, 27 'Let us travel through your land; we will keep strictly to the highway. We will not turn to the right or the left. 28 You can sell us food in exchange for silver so we may eat, and give us water for silver so we may drink. Only let us travel through on foot, 29 just as the descendants of Esau who live in Seir did for us, and the Moabites who live in Ar, until we cross the Jordan into the land the Lord our God is giving us.' 30 But Sihon king of Heshbon would not let us travel through his land, for the Lord your God had made his spirit stubborn and his heart obstinate in order to hand him over to you, as has now taken place.

				31 "Then the Lord said to me, 'See, I have begun to give Sihon and his land to you. Begin to take possession of it.' 32 So Sihon and his whole army came out against us for battle at Jahaz. 33 The Lord our God handed him over to us, and we defeated him, his sons, and his whole army. 34 At that time we captured all his cities and •completely destroyed the people of every city, including the women and children. We left no survivors. 35 We took only the livestock and the spoil from the cities we captured as plunder for ourselves. 36 There was no city that was inaccessible toi us, from Aroer on the rim of the Arnon Valley, along with the city in the valley, even as far as Gilead. The Lord our God gave everything to us. 37 But you did not go near the Ammonites' land, all along the bank of the Jabbok River, the cities of the hill country, or any place that the Lord our God had forbidden.

				

	

Defeat of Og of Bashan

				3 "Then we turned and went up the road to Bashan, and Og king of Bashan came out against us with his whole army to do battle at Edrei. 2 But the Lord said to me, 'Do not fear him, for I have handed him over to you along with his whole army and his land. Do to him as you did to Sihon king of the Amorites, who lived in Heshbon.' 3 So the Lord our God also handed over Og king of Bashan and his whole army to us. We struck him until there was no survivor left. 4 We captured all his cities at that time. There wasn't a city that we didn't take from them: 60 cities, the entire region of Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan. 5 All these were fortified with high walls, gates, and bars, besides a large number of rural villages. 6 We •completely destroyed them, as we had done to Sihon king of Heshbon, destroying the men, women, and children of every city. 7 But we took all the livestock and the spoil from the cities as plunder for ourselves.

				

	

The Land of the Transjordan Tribes

				8 "At that time we took the land from the two Amorite kings across the Jordan, from the Arnon Valley as far as Mount Hermon, 9 which the Sidonians call Sirion, but the Amorites call Senir, 10 all the cities of the plateau, Gilead, and Bashan as far as Salecah and Edrei, cities of Og's kingdom in Bashan. 11 (Only Og king of Bashan was left of the remnant of the Rephaim. His bed was made of iron.j Isn't it in Rabbah of the Ammonites? It is 13 feet six inches long and six feet wide by a standard measure.k)

				12 "At that time we took possession of this land. I gave to the Reubenites and Gadites the area extending from Aroer by the Arnon Valley, and half the hill country of Gilead along with its cities. 13 I gave to half the tribe of Manasseh the rest of Gilead and all Bashan, the kingdom of Og. The entire region of Argob, the whole territory of Bashan, used to be called the land of the Rephaim. 14 Jair, a descendant of Manasseh, took over the entire region of Argob as far as the border of the Geshurites and Maacathites. He called Bashan by his own name, Jair's Villages,l as it is today. 15 I gave Gilead to Machir, 16 and I gave to the Reubenites and Gadites the area extending from Gilead to the Arnon Valley (the middle of the valley was the border) and up to the Jabbok River, the border of the Ammonites. 17 The •Arabah and Jordan are also borders from Chinnereth as far as the Sea of the Arabah, the Dead Sea, under the slopes of Pisgah on the east.

				18 "I commanded you at that time: The Lord your God has given you this land to possess. All your fighting men will cross over in battle formation ahead of your brothers the Israelites. 19 But your wives, young children, and livestock — I know that you have a lot of livestock — will remain in the cities I have given you 20 until the Lord gives rest to your brothers as He has to you, and they also take possession of the land the Lord your God is giving them across the Jordan. Then each of you may return to his possession that I have given you.

				

	

The Transfer of Israel's Leadership

				21 "I commanded Joshua at that time: Your own eyes have seen everything the Lord your God has done to these two kings. The Lord will do the same to all the kingdoms you are about to enter. 22 Don't be afraid of them, for the Lord your God fights for you.

				23 "At that time I begged the Lord: 24 Lord God, You have begun to show Your greatness and power to Your servant, for what god is there in heaven or on earth who can perform deeds and mighty acts like Yours? 25 Please let me cross over and see the beautiful land on the other side of the Jordan, that good hill country and Lebanon.

				26 "But the Lord was angry with me on account of you and would not listen to me. The Lord said to me, 'That's enough! Do not speak to Me again about this matter. 27 Go to the top of Pisgah and look to the west, north, south, and east, and see it with your own eyes, for you will not cross this Jordan.28 But commission Joshua and encourage and strengthen him, for he will cross over ahead of the people and enable them to inherit this land that you will see.'29 So we stayed in the valley facing Beth-peor.

				A Principle to Live By - Accepting Life's Realities
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				#5 We are to accept the irreversible consequences of sin, but at the same time, we are to rejoice in God's forgiveness and present blessings.

				Moses understood clearly God's discipline for disobeying and dishonoring Him when he struck the rock rather than speaking to it (Nm 20:12). On the other hand, he certainly remembered that God had"relented" and changed His mind before when he had pleaded for mercy on behalf of the children of Israel (Ex 32:14; 33:14-17). He hoped God might do the same for him. However, God's response was"No."

				Moses accepted God's response as final. If he were allowed to enter the promised land, he would only incite Israel to take advantage of God's grace even more. He was thankful that he could at least climb Mount Pisgah and see what lay on the other side of Jordan.  (See Nm #28:Spiritual Maturity.)

				Paul had a similar experience. He had a metaphorical"thorn in the flesh" (2Co 12:7), an affliction that caused constant discomfort. Three times he asked the Lord to remove it, but God told him that His grace would enable him to live with this reality in his life (2Co 12:8-9). Accepting God's Word as final, Paul changed his perspective on his problem. He saw that God could use his weakness to demonstrate His power. 

				There are, of course, things that can be changed with God's help. Life is filled with wonderful possibilities, even in the midst of human failures and tragedies. It's at these times that we need to claim the reality of both 1 John 1:9 and Romans 8:28.  (See Rm #15: Divine Prayer.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the difficult and painful realities in life we normally cannot change, and how can we use these realities to glorify God?

				

				

	

Call to Obedience

				4 "Now, Israel, listen to the statutes and ordinances I am teaching you to follow, so that you may live, enter, and take possession of the land •Yahweh, the God of your fathers, is giving you. 2 You must not add anything to what I command you or take anything away from it, so that you may keep the commands of the Lord your God I am giving you. 3 Your eyes have seen what the Lord did at Baal-peor, for the Lord your God destroyed every one of you who followed •Baal of Peor. 4 But you who have remained faithfulm to the Lord your God are all alive today. 5 Look, I have taught you statutes and ordinances as the Lord my God has commanded me, so that you may follow them in the land you are entering to possess. 6 Carefully follow them, for this will show your wisdom and understanding in the eyes of the peoples. When they hear about all these statutes, they will say, 'This great nation is indeed a wise and understanding people.' 7 For what great nation is there that has a god near to it as the Lord our God is to us whenever we call to Him? 8 And what great nation has righteous statutes and ordinances like this entire law I set before you today?

				9 "Only be on your guard and diligently watch yourselves, so that you don't forget the things your eyes have seen and so that they don't slip from your mind as long as you live. Teach them to your children and your grandchildren. 10 The day you stood before the Lord your God at Horeb, the Lord said to me, 'Assemble the people before Me, and I will let them hear My words, so that they may learn to •fear Me all the days they live on the earth and may instruct their children.' 11 You came near and stood at the base of the mountain, a mountain blazing with fire into the heavens and enveloped in a dense, black cloud. 12 Then the Lord spoke to you from the fire. You kept hearing the sound of the words, but didn't see a form; there was only a voice. 13 He declared His covenant to you. He commanded you to follow the Ten Commandments, which He wrote on two stone tablets. 14 At that time the Lord commanded me to teach you statutes and ordinances for you to follow in the land you are about to cross into and possess.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - God's Revealed Truth

				[image: Getz0176.png]

				#6 We are to accept, believe, and obey the inspired Word of God. 

				Moses once again warned the children of Israel not to add anything to or omit anything from God's law (v. 2). He was, of course, referring to what was revealed to him regarding God's will at this particular moment in history. 

				Centuries later, the apostle John made a similar statement when he wrote the book of Revelation:

				I testify to everyone who hears the prophetic words of this book: If anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book. (Rv 22:18) 

				Though Moses and John were both referring to the content they had just recorded, what they said applies to the whole of Scripture. Every word in these 66 books, written over the course of about fifteen hundred years, was indeed inspired by God (2Tm 3:16; 2Pt 1:19-21).  (See 2Tm #8:Standing Firm on Scripture.)

				This principle does not mean that everything written in Scripture is directly applicable to us today. As we've seen, many of the laws included in the books of Moses were given exclusively to Israel. However, the Old Testament is indeed the inspired Word of God, and when viewed through New Testament revelation, we discover hundreds of principles that are authoritative in our lives today. 

				Reflection and Response

				How can we make sure we're interpreting Scripture accurately and making appropriate application to our lives?  (See Ezk #29:Misinterpreting Scripture.)

				

				

	

Worshiping the True God

				15 "For your own good, be extremely careful — because you did not see any form on the day the Lord spoke to you out of the fire at Horeb — 16 not to act corruptly and make an idol for yourselves in the shape of any figure: a male or female form, 17 or the form of any beast on the earth, any winged creature that flies in the sky, 18 any creature that crawls on the ground, or any fish in the waters under the earth. 19 When you look to the heavens and see the sun, moon, and stars — all the array of heaven — do not be led astray to bow down and worship them. The Lord your God has provided them for all people everywhere under heaven. 20 But the Lord selected you and brought you out of Egypt's iron furnace to be a people for His inheritance, as you are today.

				21 "The Lord was angry with me on your account. He swore that I would not cross the Jordan and enter the good land the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance. 22 I won't be crossing the Jordan because I am going to die in this land. But you are about to cross over and take possession of this good land. 23 Be careful not to forget the covenant of the Lord your God that He made with you, and make an idol for yourselves in the shape of anything He has forbidden you. 24 For the Lord your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.   (Review Dt #5: Accepting Life's Realities)

				25 "When you have children and grandchildren and have been in the land a long time, and if you act corruptly, make an idol in the form of anything, and do what is evil in the sight of the Lord your God, provoking Him to anger, 26 I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you today that you will quickly perish from the land you are about to cross the Jordan to possess. You will not live long there, but you will certainly be destroyed. 27 The Lord will scatter you among the peoples, and you will be reduced to a few survivorsn among the nations where the Lord your God will drive you. 28 There you will worship man-made gods of wood and stone, which cannot see, hear, eat, or smell. 29 But from there, you will search for the Lord your God, and you will find Him when you seek Him with all your heart and all your soul. 30 When you are in distress and all these things have happened to you, you will return to the Lord your God in later days and obey Him. 31 He will not leave you, destroy you, or forget the covenant with your fathers that He swore to them by oath, because the Lord your God is a compassionate God.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Compassionate God
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				#7 When we sin and alienate ourselves from God, we must remember that He is patiently waiting for us to return to fellowship with Him.

				Moses warned Israel that if they turned to idolatry and engaged in all the evil deeds associated with various pagan rituals, they would indeed be scattered among the nations (vv. 25-27). Sadly, they eventually disobeyed God and were carried into captivity by the Assyrians and Babylonians (2Kg 17:16; 24:10-17). However, God did not forget His promise to Israel. He heard their cries and brought many back to the promised land (see Ezr 1:1-4; 2:1-67).

				In Jesus' parable about the prodigal son, the young man demanded his inheritance, left his father's house, and squandered all he had on a licentious lifestyle. But when he had nothing left, he remembered how much his father loved him. He knew he could return home if he humbled himself and acknowledged his sin (Lk 15:11-19). 

				Though Jesus was illustrating the compassion God the Father has on repentant unbelievers, this story also demonstrates the way our heavenly Father welcomes back His rebellious children when they seek God and repent (Lk 15:20-24).  (See Lk #35:The Lost is Found.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it that some Christians who deliberately walk out of the will of God have a difficult time seeking God once again and returning to fellowship with Him and other believers?

				

				32 "Indeed, ask about the earlier days that preceded you, from the day God created man on the earth and from one end of the heavens to the other: Has anything like this great event ever happened, or has anything like it been heard of? 33 Has a people heard God's voice speaking from the fire as you have, and lived? 34 Or has a god attempted to go and take a nation as his own out of another nation, by trials, signs, wonders, and war, by a strong hand and an outstretched arm, by great terrors, as the Lord your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes? 35 You were shown these things so that you would know that the Lord is God; there is no other besides Him. 36 He let you hear His voice from heaven to instruct you. He showed you His great fire on earth, and you heard His words from the fire. 37 Because He loved your fathers, He chose their descendants after them and brought you out of Egypt by His presence and great power, 38 to drive out before you nations greater and stronger than you and to bring you in and give you their land as an inheritance, as is now taking place. 39 Today, recognize and keep in mind that the Lord is God in heaven above and on earth below; there is no other. 40 Keep His statutes and commands, which I am giving you today, so that you and your children after you may prosper and so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you for all time."

				A Principle to Live By - Walking Worthy
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				#8 In view of God's love and grace, we should walk worthy of our great calling in Christ.

				Moses reminded Israel of God's incredible miracles in Egypt and His glorious revelation at Mount Sinai. Their calling as a nation was unprecedented (v. 33). Consequently, Moses appealed to the children of Israel to keep His commands (v. 40). 

				When God revealed Himself to the world through the Messiah and later through the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, it was also an unprecedented event. The promise to Abraham that through him"all the peoples on earth will be blessed" was becoming a reality. Just as Moses appealed to Israel to obey God's commands, so Paul has appealed to all of us who are chosen in Christ to reciprocate by living God-fearing lives:

				Therefore I, the prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk worthy of the calling you have received, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, accepting one another in love, diligently keeping the unity of the Spirit with the peace that binds us. (Eph 4:1-3)  (See Eph #8:Walking Worthy.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to take God's love and grace for granted and, like the children of Israel, follow our own fleshly desires rather than walking in the will of God?

				

				

	

Cities of Refuge

				41 Then Moses set apart three cities across the Jordan to the east. 42 Someone could flee there who committed manslaughter, killing his neighbor accidentally without previously hating him. He could flee to one of these cities and stay alive: 43 Bezer in the wilderness on the plateau land, belonging to the Reubenites; Ramoth in Gilead, belonging to the Gadites; or Golan in Bashan, belonging to the Manassites.

				

	

Introduction to the Law

				44 This is the law Moses gave the Israelites. 45 These are the decrees, statutes, and ordinances Moses proclaimed to them after they came out of Egypt, 46 across the Jordan in the valley facing Beth-peor in the land of Sihon king of the Amorites. He lived in Heshbon, and Moses and the Israelites defeated him after they came out of Egypt. 47 They took possession of his land and the land of Og king of Bashan, the two Amorite kings who were across the Jordan to the east, 48 from Aroer on the rim of the Arnon Valley as far as Mount Sion (that is, Hermon) 49 and all the •Arabah on the east side of the Jordan as far as the Dead Sea below the slopes of Pisgah.

				

	

The Ten Commandments

				5 Moses summoned all Israel and said to them,"Israel, listen to the statutes and ordinances I am proclaiming as you hear them today. Learn and follow them carefully. 2 The Lord our God made a covenant with us at Horeb. 3 He did not make this covenant with our fathers, but with all of us who are alive here today. 4 The Lord spoke to you face to face from the fire on the mountain. 5 At that time I was standing between the Lord and you to report the word o of the Lord to you, because you were afraid of the fire and did not go up the mountain. And He said:

				

				6 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the place of slavery.

				7 Do not have other gods besides Me.

				8 Do not make an idol for yourself in the shape of anything in the heavens above or on the earth below or in the waters under the earth. 9 You must not bow down to them or worship them, because I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the fathers' sin to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me,10 but showing faithful love to a thousand generations of those who love Me and keep My commands.

				11 Do not misuse the name of the Lord your God, because the Lord will not leave anyone unpunished who misuses His name.

				12 Be careful to remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy as the Lord your God has commanded you. 13 You are to labor six days and do all your work, 14 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. You must not do any work — you, your son or daughter, your male or female slave, your ox or donkey, any of your livestock, or the foreigner who lives within your gates, so that your male and female slaves may rest as you do. 15 Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God brought you out of there with a strong hand and an outstretched arm. That is why the Lord your God has commanded you to keep the Sabbath day.

				16 Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God has commanded you, so that you may live long and so that you may prosper in the land the Lord your God is giving you.

				17 Do not murder.

				18 Do not commit adultery.

				19 Do not steal.

				20 Do not give dishonest testimony against your neighbor.

				21 Do not covet your neighbor's wife or desire your neighbor's house, his field, his male or female slave, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

				A Principle to Live By - The Ten Commandments
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				#9 As New Testament believers, we are to devote ourselves to keeping God's commandments and teaching them to our children. 

				Though many of the subsequent laws that were given to Israel at Mount Sinai are no longer relevant, what God inscribed on tablets of stone are indeed God's will for believers of all time. The only exception is Sabbath keeping, which was replaced by a plan that makes every minute of every day holy to the Lord. This certainly seems to be Paul's intent in his letter to the Romans (Rm 14:5-6).  (See Rm #28:Accepting One Another.)

				When Jesus the Messiah came, He introduced believers to"a new command"—to love one another as He has loved us (Jn 13:34-35). Later the apostle Paul explained how this"new command" is related to the Ten Commandments:

				Do not owe anyone anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments: Do not commit adultery; do not murder; do not steal; do not covet; and whatever other commandment—all are summed up by this: Love your neighbor as yourself. Love does no wrong to a neighbor. Love, therefore, is the fulfillment of the law. (Rm 13:8-10)  (See Ex #26:A New Command.)

				Reflection and Response

				As Christians who live under the new covenant, how can we keep the Ten Commandments without being legalistic?  (See Eph #11:Walking in Love.)

				

				

	

The People's Response

				22 "The Lord spoke these commands in a loud voice to your entire assembly from the fire, cloud, and thick darkness on the mountain; He added nothing more. He wrote them on two stone tablets and gave them to me. 23 All of you approached me with your tribal leaders and elders when you heard the voice from the darkness and while the mountain was blazing with fire. 24 You said, 'Look, the Lord our God has shown us His glory and greatness, and we have heard His voice from the fire. Today we have seen that God speaks with a person, yet he still lives. 25 But now, why should we die? This great fire will consume us and we will die if we hear the voice of the Lord our God any longer. 26 For who out of all mankind has heard the voice of the living God speaking from the fire, as we have, and lived? 27 Go near and listen to everything the Lord our God says. Then you can tell us everything the Lord our God tells you; we will listen and obey.'

				28 "The Lord heard yourp words when you spoke to me. He said to me, 'I have heard the words that these people have spoken to you. Everything they have said is right. 29 If only they had such a heart to •fear Me and keep all My commands always, so that they and their children will prosper forever. 30 Go and tell them: Return to your tents. 31 But you stand here with Me, and I will tell you every command — the statutes and ordinances — you are to teach them, so that they may follow them in the land I am giving them to possess.'

				32 "Be careful to do as the Lord your God has commanded you; you are not to turn aside to the right or the left. 33 Follow the whole instruction the Lord your God has commanded you, so that you may live, prosper, and have a long life in the land you will possess.

				A Principle to Live By - Godly Fear
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				#10 We should always maintain a proper view of God's awesome holiness. 

				When God revealed His glory and spoke from Mount Sinai, the children of Israel responded immediately:"We will listen and obey" (v. 27; see Ex 20:18-19). However, God was concerned that their verbal responses should be deeply rooted in their hearts and motivated by godly fear.

				There is no single English word that conveys every aspect of the word fear as it relates to the fear of the Lord. The meaning includes worshipful submission, reverential awe, and obedient respect. Paul captured these implications in his letter to the Philippians. Our obedience should certainly be based on our deep appreciation for what God has done for us, but we must also remember who He is, so Paul wrote,

				So then, my dear friends, just as you have always obeyed, not only in my presence, but now even more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God who is working in you, enabling you both to desire and to work out His good purpose. (Php 2:12-13)  (See Php #7:Exemplifying the Incarnation.)

				Here Paul was not teaching that we should constantly be afraid of God, cowering before Him as children fear an abusive father. Rather, we are always to acknowledge that God is God—an awesome and holy Being who has provided a way for us to avoid the penalty of sin. 

				Reflections and Response

				How can we balance a sense of freedom and celebration with a sense of reverential awe and godly fear?  (See Jos #10:Our Holy God.)

				

				

	

The Greatest Command

				6 "This is the command — the statutes and ordinances — the Lord your God has instructed me to teach you, so that you may follow them in the land you are about to enter and possess. 2 Do this so that you may •fear the Lord your God all the days of your life by keeping all His statutes and commands I am giving you, your son, and your grandson, and so that you may have a long life. 3 Listen, Israel, and be careful to follow them, so that you may prosper and multiply greatly, because •Yahweh, the God of your fathers, has promised you a land flowing with milk and honey.

				4 "Listen, Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is One.q5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.6 These words that I am giving you today are to be in your heart.7 Repeat them to your children. Talk about them when you sit in your house and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Bind them as a sign on your hand and let them be a symbolr on your forehead.s9 Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

				A Principle to Live By - Teachable Moments
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				#11 We are to use the natural opportunities in our daily routines and relationships to maximize learning experiences with our children. 

				Moses was concerned that God's message to Israel be passed on to their children. If this were to happen, the parents themselves first needed to internalize God's commands, allowing His words to become a vital part of every aspect of their lives. Second, they would need to use every natural opportunity to communicate God's truth to their offspring.  (See Jos #7:Family Memorials.)

				Even today, Moses' instructions are relevant. The most natural moments happen when we're out for a stroll, when we're tucking them into bed at night, and when we get up and face the day's challenges (Dt 6:7). This does not mean, of course, that there should not be specific periods of reading God's Word and commenting on its meaning. But even as adults, what we remember and apply the most about God's Word happens as we conduct our day-to-day activities. The apostle Paul used this parental model in his communication with new believers:

				You are witnesses, and so is God, of how devoutly, righteously, and blamelessly we conducted ourselves with you believers. As you know, like a father with his own children, we encouraged, comforted, and implored each one of you to walk worthy of God, who calls you into His own kingdom and glory. (1Th 2:10-12)  (See 1Th #3:God's Household Model.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is learning in the context of daily experience so effective?  (See Ps #108:Childhood Nurture.)

				

				

	

Remembering God through Obedience

				10 "When the Lord your God brings you into the land He swore to your fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that He would give you — a land with large and beautiful cities that you did not build, 11 houses full of every good thing that you did not fill them with, wells dug that you did not dig, and vineyards and olive groves that you did not plant — and when you eat and are satisfied,12 be careful not to forget the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the place of slavery.13 Fear Yahweh your God, worship Him, and take your oaths in His name.14 Do not follow other gods, the gods of the peoples around you, 15 for the Lord your God, who is among you, is a jealous God. Otherwise, the Lord your God will become angry with you and wipe you off the face of the earth. 16 Do not test the Lord your God as you tested Him at Massah. 17 Carefully observe the commands of the Lord your God, the decrees and statutes He has commanded you. 18 Do what is right and good in the Lord's sight, so that you may prosper and so that you may enter and possess the good land the Lord your God swore to give your fathers, 19 by driving out all your enemies before you, as the Lord has said.

				20 "When your son asks you in the future, 'What is the meaning of the decrees, statutes, and ordinances, which the Lord our God has commanded you? ' 21 tell him, 'We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, but the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a strong hand. 22 Before our eyes the Lord inflicted great and devastating signs and wonders on Egypt, on Pharaoh, and on all his household, 23 but He brought us from there in order to lead us in and give us the land that He swore to our fathers. 24 The Lord commanded us to follow all these statutes and to fear the Lord our God for our prosperity always and for our preservation, as it is today. 25 Righteousness will be ours if we are careful to follow every one of these commands before the Lord our God, as He has commanded us.'

				A Principle to Live By - Prideful Behavior
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				#12 We are always to remember that God is the divine Source of our material blessings. 

				The children of Israel were going to receive cities, houses, wells, and vineyards purely as gifts. When this happened, Moses cautioned them to be careful not to forget the Lord, the One who provided these blessings (v. 12). Later, Moses issued another warning. These material gifts would enable the children of Israel to acquire even more. Then they would also be tempted to take credit for their prosperity (8:12-14,17-18). 

				This lesson certainly applies to many today who have received material gifts and have also been able to multiply them. It's easy to focus on our material blessings and forget God who is the ultimate source of all that we have. If we're not cautious, we can become prideful and say—by our actions if not with our words—"We did this ourselves." When we fail like this to put God first, Jesus said it amounts to idolatry:

				For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. . . . No one can be a slave of two masters, since either he will hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot be slaves of God and of money. (Mt 6:21,24)

				Reflection and Response

				It is not wrong to have and enjoy material blessings, but how can we avoid allowing these things to become our gods?  (See 2Co #16:Guidelines for Generosity.)

				

				

	

Israel to Destroy Idolatrous Nations

				7 "When the Lord your God brings you into the land you are entering to possess, and He drives out many nations before you — the Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites, seven nations more numerous and powerful than you — 2 and when the Lord your God delivers them over to you and you defeat them, you must •completely destroy them. Make no treaty with them and show them no mercy. 3 Do not intermarry with them. Do not give your daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons, 4 because they will turn your sons away from Me to worship other gods. Then the Lord's anger will burn against you, and He will swiftly destroy you.  (See Mal #3:Marital Faithfulness.) 5 Instead, this is what you are to do to them: tear down their altars, smash their sacred pillars, cut down their •Asherah poles, and burn up their carved images. 6For you are a holy people belonging to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you to be His own possession out of all the peoples on the face of the earth.

				7 "The Lord was devoted to you and chose you, not because you were more numerous than all peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. 8 But because the Lord loved you and kept the oath He swore to your fathers, He brought you out with a strong hand and redeemed you from the place of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9 Know that •Yahweh your God is God, the faithful God who keeps His gracious covenant loyalty for a thousand generations with those who love Him and keep His commands. 10 But He directly pays backt and destroys those who hate Him. He will not hesitate to directly pay backu the one who hates Him. 11 So keep the command — the statutes and ordinances — that I am giving you to follow today.

				12 "If you listen to and are careful to keep these ordinances, the Lord your God will keep His covenant loyalty with you, as He swore to your fathers. 13 He will love you, bless you, and multiply you. He will bless your descendants,v and the produce of your land — your grain, new wine, and oil — the young of your herds, and the newborn of your flocks, in the land He swore to your fathers that He would give you. 14 You will be blessed above all peoples; there will be no infertile male or female among you or your livestock. 15 The Lord will remove all sickness from you; He will not put on you all the terrible diseases of Egypt that you know about, but He will inflict them on all who hate you. 16 You must destroy all the peoples the Lord your God is delivering over to you and not look on them with pity. Do not worship their gods, for that will be a snare to you.

				17 "If you say to yourself, 'These nations are greater than I; how can I drive them out? ' 18 do not be afraid of them. Be sure to remember what the Lord your God did to Pharaoh and all Egypt: 19 the great trials that you saw, the signs and wonders, the strong hand and outstretched arm, by which the Lord your God brought you out. The Lord your God will do the same to all the peoples you fear. 20 The Lord your God will also send the hornet against them until all the survivors and those hiding from you perish. 21 Don't be terrified of them, for the Lord your God, a great and awesome God, is among you. 22 The Lord your God will drive out these nations before you little by little. You will not be able to destroy them all at once; otherwise, the wild animals will become too numerous for you. 23 The Lord your God will give them over to you and throw them into great confusion until they are destroyed. 24 He will hand their kings over to you, and you will wipe out their names under heaven. No one will be able to stand against you; you will annihilate them. 25 You must burn up the carved images of their gods. Don't covet the silver and gold on the images and take it for yourself, or else you will be ensnared by it, for it is abhorrent to the Lord your God. 26 You must not bring any abhorrent thing into your house, or you will be •set apart for destruction like it. You are to utterly detest and abhor it, because it is set apart for destruction.

				A Principle to Live By - Reflecting God's Holiness
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				#13 As born again believers indwelt by the Holy Spirit, we are to eliminate all forms of idolatry and be transforming influences in this world. 

				To carry out His redemptive plan that He revealed to Moses, God gave His holy and righteous laws at Mount Sinai and commanded Israel to keep them in order to reflect His righteousness in a wicked world. He also provided a sacrificial system as a temporary means to atone for sins until He provided the suffering Savior as the perfect sacrifice for all mankind. (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				Today as the body of Christ, the church, we are not called to bring judgment on the world but to be salt and light in a way Israel could not (Is 42:6; 49:6; Mt 5:13-16). We live under a new covenant, the age of the Holy Spirit, who has come to indwell all believers and to enable us to reflect God's righteousness.  (See Mt #9:Fulfilling the Law.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we be witnesses in the world and yet not become a part of the world? (See 1Co 5:9-10.)  (See Nm #40:Obeying God Fully.)

				

				

	

Remember the Lord

				8 "You must carefully follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may live and increase, and may enter and take possession of the land the Lord swore to your fathers. 2 Remember that the Lord your God led you on the entire journey these 40 years in the wilderness, so that He might humble you and test you to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep His commands. 3 He humbled you by letting you go hungry; then He gave you manna to eat, which you and your fathers had not known, so that you might learn that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 4 Your clothing did not wear out, and your feet did not swell these 40 years. 5 Keep in mind that the Lord your God has been disciplining you just as a man disciplines his son. 6 So keep the commands of the Lord your God by walking in His ways and •fearing Him. 7 For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with streams of water, springs, and deep water sources, flowing in both valleys and hills; 8 a land of wheat, barley, vines, figs, and pomegranates; a land of olive oil and honey; 9 a land where you will eat food without shortage, where you will lack nothing; a land whose rocks are iron and from whose hills you will mine copper. 10 When you eat and are full, you will praise the Lord your God for the good land He has given you.

				11 "Be careful that you don't forget the Lord your God by failing to keep His command — the ordinances and statutes — I am giving you today. 12 When you eat and are full, and build beautiful houses to live in, 13 and your herds and flocks grow large, and your silver and gold multiply, and everything else you have increases, 14 be careful that your heart doesn't become proud and you forget the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the place of slavery. (Review Dt #12: Prideful Behavior.)

				15 He led you through the great and terrible wilderness with its poisonous w a snakes and scorpions, a thirsty land where there was no water. He brought water out of the flint-like rock for you. 16 He fed you in the wilderness with manna that your fathers had not known, in order to humble and test you, so that in the end He might cause you to prosper. 17 You may say to yourself, 'My power and my own ability have gained this wealth for me,' 18 but remember that the Lord your God gives you the power to gain wealth, in order to confi rm His covenant He swore to your fathers, as it is today. 19 If you ever forget the Lord your God and go after other gods to worship and bow down to them, I testify against you today that you will perish. 20 Like the nations the Lord is about to destroy before you, you will perish if you do not obey the Lord your God.

				A Principle to Live By - Wilderness Experiences
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				#14 We are to view difficult experiences in our lives as opportunities to grow and mature in our faith.

				The Lord had two primary purposes for humbling and testing the children of Israel in their wilderness experience:

				1.	To discover what was in their hearts. Would they be motivated to obey God's commands when they faced difficult circumstances (v. 2)?

				2.	To discover if they could handle prosperity. Would they honor and glorify God rather than taking credit themselves (vv. 16-17)?

				James reminded us in the New Testament that God has special purposes in allowing difficult experiences to come into our own lives:

				Consider it a great joy, my brothers, whenever you experience various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. But endurance must do its complete work, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking nothing. (Jms 1:2-4)  (See Jms #1:Persecution and Trials.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the more specific lessons we can learn in times of difficulty? 

				

				

	

Warning against Self-Righteousness

				9 "Listen, Israel: Today you are about to cross the Jordan to go and drive out nations greater and stronger than you, with large cities fortified to the heavens. 2 The people are strong and tall, the descendants of the Anakim. You know about them and you have heard it said about them, 'Who can stand up to the sons of Anak? ' 3 But understand that today the Lord your God will cross over ahead of you as a consuming fire; He will devastate and subdue them before you. You will drive them out and destroy them swiftly, as the Lord has told you. 4 When the Lord your God drives them out before you, do not say to yourself, 'The Lord brought me in to take possession of this land because of my righteousness.' Instead, the Lord will drive out these nations before you because of their wickedness. 5 You are not going to take possession of their land because of your righteousness or your integrity. Instead, the Lord your God will drive out these nations before you because of their wickedness, in order to keep the promise He swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 6 Understand that the Lord your God is not giving you this good land to possess because of your righteousness, for you are a stiff-necked people.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Mercy and Grace

				[image: Getz0185.png]

				#15 No matter how many good works we do, we must always remember that our salvation is a free gift and not something we have earned.

				God emphatically declared that Israel's victories over the Canaanites had nothing to do with their own good works. Rather, it was because of the wickedness in Canaan that God enabled Israel to take possession of the land and to drive out"seven nations more numerous and powerful" than they were (7:1). 

				There's a lesson here for all who claim to be followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. God didn't 
choose us to be a part of His eternal family because of righteous things we've done. We have nothing to brag about. Paul made this clear:

				But when the goodness of God and His love for mankind appeared, He saved us—not by works of righteousness that we had done, but according to His mercy, through the washing of regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit. He poured out this Spirit on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that having been justified by His grace, we may become heirs with the hope of eternal life. (Ti 3:4-7)  (See Eph #4:God's Gift.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it our natural tendency to want to work for our salvation?

				

				

	

Israel's Rebellion and Moses' Intercession

				7 "Remember and do not forget how you provoked the Lord your God in the wilderness. You have been rebelling against the Lord from the day you left the land of Egypt until you reached this place. 8 You provoked the Lord at Horeb, and He was angry enough with you to destroy you. 9 When I went up the mountain to receive the stone tablets, the tablets of the covenant the Lord made with you, I stayed on the mountain 40 days and 40 nights. I did not eat bread or drink water. 10 On the day of the assembly the Lord gave me the two stone tablets, inscribed by God's finger. The exact words were on them, which the Lord spoke to you from the fire on the mountain. 11 The Lord gave me the two stone tablets, the tablets of the covenant, at the end of the 40 days and 40 nights.

				12 "The Lord said to me, 'Get up and go down immediately from here. For your people whom you brought out of Egypt have acted corruptly. They have quickly turned from the way that I commanded them; they have made a cast image for themselves.' 13 The Lord also said to me, 'I have seen this people, and indeed, they are a stiff-necked people. 14 Leave Me alone, and I will destroy them and blot out their name under heaven. Then I will make you into a nation stronger and more numerous than they.'

				15 "So I went back down the mountain, while it was blazing with fire, and the two tablets of the covenant were in my hands. 16 I saw how you had sinned against the Lord your God; you had made a calf image for yourselves. You had quickly turned from the way the Lord had commanded for you. 17 So I took hold of the two tablets and threw them from my hands, shattering them before your eyes. 18 Then I fell down like the first time in the presence of the Lord for 40 days and 40 nights; I did not eat bread or drink water because of all the sin you committed, doing what was evil in the Lord's sight and provoking Him to anger. 19 I was afraid of the fierce anger the Lord had directed against you, because He was about to destroy you. But again the Lord listened to me on that occasion. 20 The Lord was angry enough with Aaron to destroy him. But I prayed for Aaron at that time also. 21 I took the sinful calf you had made, burned it up, and crushed it, thoroughly grinding it to powder as fine as dust. Then I threw it into the stream that came down from the mountain.   (See Ex #32:The Sin of Idolatry.)

				22 "You continued to provoke the Lord at Taberah, Massah, and Kibroth-hattaavah. 23 When the Lord sent you from Kadesh-barnea, He said, 'Go up and possess the land I have given you'; you rebelled against the command of the Lord your God. You did not believe or obey Him. 24 You have been rebelling against the Lord ever since I have x known you.

				25 "I fell down in the presence of the Lord 40 days and 40 nights because the Lord had threatened to destroy you. 26 I prayed to the Lord:

				

				Lord God, do not annihilate Your people, Your inheritance, whom You redeemed through Your greatness and brought out of Egypt with a strong hand. 27 Remember Your servants Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Disregard this people's stubbornness, and their wickedness and sin. 28 Otherwise, those in the land you brought us from will say, 'Because the Lord wasn't able to bring them into the land He had promised them, and because He hated them, He brought them out to kill them in the wilderness.' 29 But they are Your people, Your inheritance, whom You brought out by Your great power and outstretched arm.   (See Ex #33:Supernatural Compassion.)

				

	

The Covenant Renewed

				10 "The Lord said to me at that time, 'Cut two stone tablets like the first ones and come to Me on the mountain and make a wooden ark. 2 I will write on the tablets the words that were on the first tablets you broke, and you are to place them in the ark.' 3 So I made an ark of acacia wood, cut two stone tablets like the first ones, and climbed the mountain with the two tablets in my hand. 4 Then on the day of the assembly, the Lord wrote on the tablets what had been written previously, the Ten Commandments that He had spoken to you on the mountain from the fire. The Lord gave them to me, 5 and I went back down the mountain and placed the tablets in the ark I had made. And they have remained there, as the Lord commanded me."

				6 The Israelites traveled from Beeroth Bene-jaakany to Moserah. Aaron died and was buried there, and Eleazar his son became priest in his place. 7 They traveled from there to Gudgodah, and from Gudgodah to Jotbathah, a land with streams of water.

				8 "At that time the Lord set apart the tribe of Levi to carry the ark of the Lord's covenant, to stand before •Yahweh to serve Him, and to pronounce blessings in His name, as it is today. 9 For this reason, Levi does not have a portion or inheritance like his brothers; the Lord is his inheritance, as the Lord your God told him.

				10 "I stayed on the mountain 40 days and 40 nights like the first time. The Lord also listened to me on this occasion; He agreed not to annihilate you. 11 Then the Lord said to me, 'Get up. Continue your journey ahead of the people, so that they may enter and possess the land I swore to give their fathers.'   (See Ex #35:Intercessory Prayer.)

				

	

What God Requires

				12 "And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of you except to •fear the Lord your God by walking in all His ways, to love Him, and to worship the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul? 13 Keep the Lord's commands and statutes I am giving you today, for your own good. 14 The heavens, indeed the highest heavens, belong to the Lord your God, as does the earth and everything in it. 15 Yet the Lord was devoted to your fathers and loved them. He chose their descendants after them — He chose you out of all the peoples, as it is today. 16 Therefore, circumcise your hearts and don't be stiff-necked any longer. 

				A Principle to Live By - The New Birth

				[image: Getz0186.png]

				#16 To receive eternal salvation, we must have a change of heart.

				God chose Israel as a nation to be a channel through whom He would reveal His plan of salvation to all people. This is the essence of His covenant with Abraham (Gn 12:1-3). However, not all Israelites had a personal relationship with God. Though circumcision indicated their uniqueness, for many it was simply an outward act that had no inward reality. Paul addressed this issue:

				For a person is not a Jew who is one outwardly, and true circumcision is not something visible in the flesh. On the contrary, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision is of the heart—by the Spirit, not the letter. That man's praise is not from men but from God. (Rm 2:28-29)  (See Rm #5:A Heart Experience.)

				Unfortunately there are many people today who merely profess to be followers of Jesus Christ. They have been baptized and attend church regularly and do other good works. However, they have not been born again by the Holy Spirit. This was Jesus' message to Nicodemus:

				I assure you: Unless someone is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. (Jn 3:3) 

				Reflection and Response

				What is the new birth and how can a person have this experience?  (See Jn #6:A New Life in Christ.)

				

				17 For the Lord your God is the God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, mighty, and awesome God, showing no partiality and taking no bribe. 18 He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the foreigner, giving him food and clothing. 19 You also must love the foreigner, since you were foreigners in the land of Egypt. 20 You are to fear Yahweh your God and worship Him. Remain faithfulz to Him and take oaths in His name. 21 He is your praise and He is your God, who has done for you these great and awesome works your eyes have seen. 22 Your fathers went down to Egypt, 70 people in all, and now the Lord your God has made you as numerous as the stars of the sky.

				

	

Remember and Obey

				11 "Therefore, love the Lord your God and always keep His mandate and His statutes, ordinances, and commands. 2 You must understand today that it is not your children who experienced or saw the discipline of the Lord your God:

				

				His greatness, strong hand, and outstretched arm; 3 His signs and the works He did in Egypt to Pharaoh king of Egypt and all his land; 4 what He did to Egypt's army, its horses and chariots, when He made the waters of the •Red Sea flow over them as they pursued you, and He destroyed them completely;aa 5 what He did to you in the wilderness until you reached this place; 6 and what He did to Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab the Reubenite, when in the middle of the whole Israelite camp the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them, their households, their tents, and every living thing with them.

				

				7 Your own eyes have seen every great work the Lord has done.

				8 "Keep every command I am giving you today, so that you may have the strength to cross into and possess the land you are to inherit, 9 and so that you may live long in the land the Lord swore to your fathers to give them and their descendants, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10 For the land you are entering to possess is not like the land of Egypt, from which you have come, where you sowed your seed and irrigated by handab as in a vegetable garden. 11 But the land you are entering to possess is a land of mountains and valleys, watered by rain from the sky. 12 It is a land the Lord your God cares for. He is always watching over it from the beginning to the end of the year.

				13 "If you carefully obey my commands I am giving you today, to love the Lord your God and worship Him with all your heart and all your soul, 14 I ac will provide rain for your land in the proper time, the autumn and spring rains, and you will harvest your grain, new wine, and oil. 15 I ad will provide grass in your fields for your livestock. You will eat and be satisfied. 16 Be careful that you are not enticed to turn aside, worship, and bow down to other gods. 17 Then the Lord's anger will burn against you. He will close the sky, and there will be no rain; the land will not yield its produce, and you will perish quickly from the good land the Lord is giving you.

				18 "Imprint these words of mine on your hearts and minds, bind them as a sign on your hands, and let them be a symbolae on your foreheads.af 19 Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit in your house and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 20 Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates, 21 so that as long as the heavens are above the earth, your days and those of your children may be many in the land the Lord swore to give your fathers. 22 For if you carefully observe every one of these commands I am giving you to follow — to love the Lord your God, walk in all His ways, and remain faithfulag to Him — 23 the Lord will drive out all these nations before you, and you will drive out nations greater and stronger than you are. 24 Every place the sole of your foot treads will be yours. Your territory will extend from the wilderness to Lebanon and from the Euphrates River ah to the Mediterranean Sea. 25 No one will be able to stand against you; the Lord your God will put fear and dread of you in all the land where you set foot, as He has promised you.

				

	

A Blessing and a Curse

				26 "Look, today I set before you a blessing and a curse: 27 there will be a blessing, if you obey the commands of the Lord your God I am giving you today, 28 and a curse, if you do not obey the commands of the Lord your God and you turn aside from the path I command you today by following other gods you have not known. 29 When the Lord your God brings you into the land you are entering to possess, you are to proclaim the blessing at Mount Gerizim and the curse at Mount Ebal. 30 Aren't these mountains across the Jordan, beyond the western road in the land of the Canaanites, who live in the •Arabah, opposite Gilgal, near the oaks ai of Moreh? 31 For you are about to cross the Jordan to enter and take possession of the land the Lord your God is giving you. When you possess it and settle in it, 32 be careful to follow all the statutes and ordinances I set before you today.

				A Principle to Live By - Love and Obedience
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				#17 To love God sincerely and fully, we must obey what He commands.

				Throughout Deuteronomy, love for God and obeying His laws are inseparably linked (see 5:10; 6:4-6; 8:11; 11:1,13,22). In actuality this theme flows throughout the entire Old Testament (Ex 20:6; Jos 22:5; Neh 1:5; Dn 9:4) and on into the New Testament. 

				On one occasion, a Jewish leader who specialized in studying the law of Moses asked Jesus which command was the greatest. Jesus' reply very likely both stunned and convicted those who were listening:

				He said to him,"Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and most important command. The second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets depend on these two commands." (Mt 22:37-40) 

				Jesus had a similar conversation with another"expert in the law" and followed His answer with the dynamic story of the Good Samaritan. In this story, the Samaritan cared for a bruised and bleeding man after two so-called religious Jewish leaders—a priest and a Levite—passed him by without offering assistance (Lk 10:25-37). Jesus' point was penetrating and clear. The Jewish leaders claimed to love God but they were prejudiced against the Samaritans and did not obey God's command to love their neighbor (Lv 19:18). They were hypocrites since you cannot have one without the other.  (See Lk #20:Freedom from Prejudice.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we love God and others without simply performing out of a sense of obligation and duty?  (See Rm #23:Sincere Love.)

				

				

	

The Chosen Place of Worship

				12 "Be careful to follow these statutes and ordinances in the land that •Yahweh, the God of your fathers, has given you to possess all the days you live on the earth. 2 Destroy completely all the places where the nations that you are driving out worship their gods — on the high mountains, on the hills, and under every green tree. 3 Tear down their altars, smash their sacred pillars, burn up their •Asherah poles, cut down the carved images of their gods, and wipe out their names from everyaj place. 4 Don't worship the Lord your God this way. 5 Instead, you must turn to the place Yahweh your God chooses from all your tribes to put His name for His dwelling and go there. 6 You are to bring there your •burnt offerings and sacrifices, your tenths and personal contributions,ak your vow offerings and freewill offerings, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks. 7 You will eat there in the presence of the Lord your God and rejoice with your household in everything you do,al because the Lord your God has blessed you.

				8 "You are not to do as we are doing here today; everyone is doing whatever seems right in his own eyes. 9 Indeed, you have not yet come into the resting place and the inheritance the Lord your God is giving you. 10 When you cross the Jordan and live in the land the Lord your God is giving you to inherit, and He gives you rest from all the enemies around you and you live in security, 11 then Yahweh your God will choose the place to have His name dwell. Bring there everything I command you: your burnt offerings, sacrifices, offerings of the tenth, personal contributions,am and all your choice offerings you vow to the Lord. 12 You will rejoice before the Lord your God — you, your sons and daughters, your male and female slaves, and the Levite who is within your gates, since he has no portion or inheritance among you. 13 Be careful not to offer your burnt offerings in all the sacred places you see. 14 You must offer your burnt offerings only in the place the Lord chooses in one of your tribes, and there you must do everything I command you.

				A Principle to Live By - Personal and Corporate Worship
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				#18 Though we can enter God's presence at any moment because of our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we are also to meet together regularly for mutual encouragement and corporate worship.

				Under the old covenant, God ultimately established Jerusalem as the place where all faithful Jews were to gather together for seasons of worship in the temple. Under the new covenant, all true believers have become God's holy temple enabling each of us to worship God anywhere in the world. However, as God's living sanctuary, we are the body of Christ, and we all need each other in order to grow together in Christ. The author of Hebrews wrote,

				And let us be concerned about one another in order to promote love and good works, not staying away from our worship meetings, as some habitually do, but encouraging each other, and all the more as you see the day drawing near. (Heb 10:24-25)  (See Heb #15:Building Up One Another.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is this New Testament injunction to meet together regularly so important in western culture, with so much emphasis on individualism?  (See Ac #39:Relationships with One Another.)

				

				

	

Slaughtering Animals to Eat

				15 "But whenever you want, you may slaughter and eat meat within any of your gates, according to the blessing the Lord your God has given you. Those who are •clean or •unclean may eat it, as they would a gazelle or deer, 16 but you must not eat the blood; pour it on the ground like water. 17 Within your gates you may not eat: the tenth of your grain, new wine, or oil; the firstborn of your herd or flock; any of your vow offerings that you pledge; your freewill offerings; or your personal contributions.an 18 You must eat them in the presence of the Lord your God at the place the Lord your God chooses — you, your son and daughter, your male and female slave, and the Levite who is within your gates. Rejoice before the Lord your God in everything you do,ao 19 and be careful not to neglect the Levite, as long as you live in your land.

				20 "When the Lord your God enlarges your territory as He has promised you, and you say, 'I want to eat meat' because you have a strong desire to eat meat, you may eat it whenever you want. 21 If the place where Yahweh your God chooses to put His name is too far from you, you may slaughter any of your herd or flock He has given you, as I have commanded you, and you may eat it within your gates whenever you want. 22 Indeed, you may eat it as the gazelle and deer are eaten; both the clean and the unclean may eat it. 23 But don't eat the blood, since the blood is the life, and you must not eat the life with the meat. 24 Do not eat blood; pour it on the ground like water. 25 Do not eat it, so that you and your children after you will prosper, because you will be doing what is right in the Lord's sight.

				26 "But you are to take the holy offerings you have and your vow offerings and go to the place the Lord chooses. 27 Present the meat and blood of your burnt offerings on the altar of the Lord your God. The blood of your other sacrifices is to be poured out beside the altar of the Lord your God, but you may eat the meat. 28 Be careful to obey all these things I command you, so that you and your children after you may prosper forever, because you will be doing what is good and right in the sight of the Lord your God.

				29 "When the Lord your God annihilates the nations before you, which you are entering to take possession of, and you drive them out and live in their land, 30 be careful not to be ensnared by their ways after they have been destroyed before you. Do not inquire about their gods, asking, 'How did these nations worship their gods? I'll also do the same.' 31 You must not do the same to the Lord your God, because they practice every detestable thing, which the Lord hates, for their gods. They even burn their sons and daughters in the fire to their gods. 32 ap You must be careful to do everything I command you; do not add anything to it or take anything away from it.   (Review Dt #6: God's Revealed Truth)

				

	

The False Prophet

				13 "If a prophet or someone who has dreams arises among you and proclaims a sign or wonder to you, 2 and that sign or wonder he has promised you comes about, but he says, 'Let us follow other gods,' which you have not known, 'and let us worship them,' 3 do not listen to that prophet's words or to that dreamer. For the Lord your God is testing you to know whether you love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul. 4 You must follow the Lord your God and •fear Him. You must keep His commands and listen to His voice; you must worship Him and remain faithfulaq to Him.5 That prophet or dreamer must be put to death, because he has urged rebellion against the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the place of slavery, to turn you from the way the Lord your God has commanded you to walk. You must purge the evil from you.

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Victory in Christ
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				#19 Even though God may allow Satan to test our love for Him, we can be victorious over evil.

				On rare occasions, God allowed Satan to try to lead His people astray in order to test their faithfulness to Him. Moses warned the children of Israel against false prophets who might even do miraculous things to tempt them to worship false gods. 

				In the New Testament, consider Peter's experience. In preparing this choice servant for 
the great task of launching the church, Jesus allowed Satan to tempt Peter—a test in his life to prove his love and faithfulness for Jesus Christ. Just as Moses warned the children of Israel, Jesus warned Simon Peter,

				Simon, Simon, look out! Satan has asked to sift you like wheat. But I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And you, when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers. (Lk 22:31-32)  (See Lk #48:Satanic Attacks.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we live with a sense of confidence that we need not fall into Satan's traps? (See 1Co 10:12-13; Jms 4:7-8.)  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				

				

	

Don't Tolerate Idolatry

				6 "If your brother, the son of your mother, ar or your son or daughter, or the wife you embrace, or your closest friend secretly entices you, saying, 'Let us go and worship other gods' — which neither you nor your fathers have known, 7 any of the gods of the peoples around you, near you or far from you, from one end of the earth to the other — 8 you must not yield to him or listen to him. Show him no pity,as and do not spare him or shield him. 9 Instead, you must kill him. Your hand is to be the first against him to put him to death, and then the hands of all the people. 10 Stone him to death for trying to turn you away from the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the place of slavery. 11 All Israel will hear and be afraid, and they will no longer do anything evil like this among you.

				A Principle to Live By - Negative Family Influences
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				#20 We must not allow close family members and friends to lead us away from God.

				In this Old Testament setting, God authorized the death penalty for family members and friends who deliberately and consistently attempted to lead others to worship false gods. This, of course, is not our mandate today under the new covenant. But a judgment day is coming when God Himself will deal with sin and unbelief. 

				There is an enduring truth, however, that emerges from these awesome Old Testament commands. In terms of our allegiance, we must always put God first, even in our family situations. It seems that this is what Jesus was referring to with his puzzling words:

				If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his own father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, and even his own life—he cannot be My disciple. (Lk 14:26) 

				Jesus was certainly not teaching us to literally hate anyone. This would contradict everything else He taught. In fact, we are not even to hate our enemies, but love them and pray for them (Mt 6:43-44). What Jesus was teaching is that we must not allow our love and loyalty for anyone to come between us and God. He must always be first in our lives.  (See Lk #34:Dedicated Discipleship.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we love others as He has loved us and yet avoid putting others before God?

				

				12 "If you hear it said about one of your cities the Lord your God is giving you to live in, 13 that •wicked men have sprung up among you, led the inhabitants of their city astray, and said, 'Let us go and worship other gods,' which you have not known, 14 you are to inquire, investigate, and interrogate thoroughly. If the report turns out to be true that this detestable thing has happened among you, 15 you must strike down the inhabitants of that city with the sword. •Completely destroy everyone in it as well as its livestock with the sword. 16 You are to gather all its spoil in the middle of the city square and completely burn up the city and all its spoil for the Lord your God. The city must remain a mound of ruins forever; it is not to be rebuilt. 17 Nothing •set apart for destruction is to remain in your hand, so that the Lord will turn from His burning anger and grant you mercy, show you compassion, and multiply you as He swore to your fathers. 18 This will occur if you obey the Lord your God, keeping all His commands I am giving you today, doing what is right in the sight of the Lord your God.

				

				

	

Forbidden Practices

				14 "You are sons of the Lord your God; do not cut yourselves or make a bald spot on your headat on behalf of the dead, 2 for you are a holy people belonging to the Lord your God. The Lord has chosen you to be His own possession out of all the peoples on the face of the earth.

				

	

Clean and Unclean Foods

				3 "You must not eat any detestable thing. 4 These are the animals you may eat:

				

				the ox, the sheep, the goat,

				5 the deer, the gazelle, the roe deer,

				the wild goat, the ibex, the antelope,

				and the mountain sheep.

				

				6 You may eat any animal that has hooves divided in two and chews the cud. 7 But among the ones that chew the cud or have divided hooves, you are not to eat these:

				

				the camel, the hare, and the hyrax,

				though they chew the cud, they do not have hooves —

				they are •unclean for you;

				8 and the pig, though it has hooves, it does not chew the cud —

				it is unclean for you.

				

				You must not eat their meat or touch their carcasses.

				9 "You may eat everything from the water that has fins and scales, 10 but you may not eat anything that does not have fins and scales — it is unclean for you.

				11 "You may eat every •clean bird, 12 but these are the ones you may not eat:

				

				the eagle, the bearded vulture,

				the black vulture, 13 the kite,

				any kind of falcon, au

				14 every kind of raven, 15 the ostrich,

				the short-eared owl, the gull,

				any kind of hawk,

				16 the little owl, the long-eared owl,

				the white owl, 17 the desert owl,

				the osprey, the cormorant, 18 the stork,

				any kind of heron,

				the hoopoe, and the bat.

				

				19 All winged insects are unclean for you; they may not be eaten. 20 But you may eat every clean flying creature.

				21 "You are not to eat any carcass; you may give it to a temporary resident living within your gates, and he may eat it, or you may sell it to a foreigner. For you are a holy people belonging to the Lord your God. You must not boil a young goat in its mother's milk.  (See Lv #10:Dietary Laws.)

				

	

A Tenth for the Lord

				22 "Each year you are to set aside a tenth of all the produce grown in your fields. 23 You are to eat a tenth of your grain, new wine, and oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, in the presence of •Yahweh your God at the place where He chooses to have His name dwell, so that you will always learn to •fear the Lord your God. 24 But if the distance is too great for you to carry it, since the place where Yahweh your God chooses to put His name is too far away from you and since the Lord your God has blessed you, 25 then exchange it for money, take the money in your hand, and go to the place the Lord your God chooses. 26 You may spend the money on anything you want: cattle, sheep, wine, beer, or anything you desire. You are to feast there in the presence of the Lord your God and rejoice with your family. 27 Do not neglect the Levite within your gates, since he has no portion or inheritance among you.

				28 "At the end of every three years, bring a tenth of all your produce for that year and store it within your gates. 29 Then the Levite, who has no portion or inheritance among you, the foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow within your gates may come, eat, and be satisfied. And the Lord your God will bless you in all the work of your hands that you do.   (See Lv #20:Christian Stewardship.)

				

	

Debts Canceled

				15 "At the end of every seven years you must cancel debts.2 This is how to cancel debt: Every creditorav is to cancel what he has lent his neighbor. He is not to collect anything from his neighbor or brother, because the Lord's release of debts has been proclaimed. 3 You may collect something from a foreigner, but you must forgive whatever your brother owes you.

				4 "There will be no poor among you, however, because the Lord is certain to bless you in the land the Lord your God is giving you to possess as an inheritance — 5 if only you obey the Lord your God and are careful to follow every one of these commands I am giving you today. 6 When the Lord your God blesses you as He has promised you, you will lend to many nations but not borrow; you will rule over many nations, but they will not rule over you.

				

	

Lending to the Poor

				7 "If there is a poor person among you, one of your brothers within any of your gates in the land the Lord your God is giving you, you must not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward your poor brother. 8 Instead, you are to open your hand to him and freely loan him enough for whatever need he has. 9 Be careful that there isn't this wicked thought in your heart, 'The seventh year, the year of canceling debts, is near,' and you are stingy toward your poor brother and give him nothing. He will cry out to the Lord against you, and you will be •guilty. 10 Give to him, and don't have a stingy heartaw when you give, and because of this the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you do.ax 11 For there will never cease to be poor people in the land; that is why I am commanding you, 'You must willingly open your hand to your afflicted and poor brother in your land.'

				A Principle to Live By - Grace and Generosity

				[image: Getz0191.png]

				#21 As followers of Jesus Christ, we are to be generous to people who face economic crises beyond their control.

				To understand this Old Testament passage, we must look at the larger biblical context. In the book of Exodus, God commanded the children of Israel to sow their fields and harvest crops for six years, but during the seventh year, they were to leave the land uncultivated (Ex 23:11). The command to cancel debts referred to this seventh year. 

				The specific economic conditions and requirements described in this Old Testament passage need not be duplicated in other cultural situations. However, this plan still yields an important universal principle. We must always demonstrate grace and generosity toward those who are in difficult financial situations.

				God has always been concerned for the poor, in both the Old and the New Testament settings. In fact, much of what James wrote focuses on applying this principle. He went so far as to say that how we relate to the poor can be a true test of whether we are genuinely saved:

				What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can his faith save him? If a brother or sister is without clothes and lacks daily food and one of you says to them,"Go in peace, keep warm, and eat well," but you don't give them what the body needs, what good is it? In the same way faith, if it doesn't have works, is dead by itself. (Jms 2:14-17)  (See Jms #7:Good Works.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can our local churches demonstrate generosity to needy people without allowing irresponsible individuals to take advantage of the situation? (See 1Th 4:9-12; 2Th 3:6-12.)  (See 1Th #8:Economic Responsibility; 2Th #3: Church Discipline.)

				

				

	

Release of Slaves

				12 "If your fellow Hebrew, a man or woman, is sold to you and serves you six years, you must set him free in the seventh year. 13 When you set him free, do not send him away empty-handed. 14 Give generously to him from your flock, your threshing floor, and your winepress. You are to give him whatever the Lord your God has blessed you with. 15 Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt and the Lord your God redeemed you; that is why I am giving you this command today. 16 But if your slave says to you, 'I don't want to leave you,' because he loves you and your family, and is well off with you, 17 take an awl and pierce through his ear into the door, and he will become your slave for life. Also treat your female slave the same way. 18 Do not regard it as a hardshipay when you set him free, because he worked for you six years — worth twice the wages of a hired hand. Then the Lord your God will bless you in everything you do.

				

	

Consecration of Firstborn Animals

				19 "You must consecrate to the Lord your God every firstborn male produced by your herd and flock. You are not to put the firstborn of your oxen to work or shear the firstborn of your flock. 20 Each year you and your family are to eat it before the Lord your God in the place the Lord chooses. 21 But if there is a defect in the animal, if it is lame or blind or has any serious defect, you must not sacrifice it to the Lord your God. 22 Eat it within your gates; both the •unclean person and the •clean may eat it, as though it were a gazelle or deer. 23 But you must not eat its blood; pour it on the ground like water.

				

	

The Festival of Passover

				16 "Observe the month of Abib and celebrate the •Passover to the Lord your God, because the Lord your God brought you out of Egypt by night in the month of Abib. 2 Sacrifice to •Yahweh your God a Passover animal from the herd or flock in the place where the Lord chooses to have His name dwell. 3 You must not eat leavened bread with it. For seven days you are to eat unleavened bread with it, the bread of hardship — because you left the land of Egypt in a hurry — so that you may remember for the rest of your life the day you left the land of Egypt. 4 No yeast is to be found anywhere in your territory for seven days, and none of the meat you sacrifice in the evening of the first day is to remain until morning. 5 You are not to sacrifice the Passover animal in any of the towns the Lord your God is giving you. 6 You must only sacrifice the Passover animal at the place where Yahweh your God chooses to have His name dwell. Do this in the evening as the sun sets at the same time of day you departed from Egypt. 7 You are to cook and eat it in the place the Lord your God chooses, and you are to return to your tents in the morning. 8 You must eat unleavened bread for six days. On the seventh day there is to be a solemn assembly to the Lord your God, and you must not do any work.  (See Ex #12:Christ, the Passover Lamb.)

				

	

The Festival of Weeks

				9 "You are to count seven weeks, counting the weeks from the time the sickle is first put to the standing grain. 10 You are to celebrate the Festival of Weeks to the Lord your God with a freewill offering that you give in proportion to how the Lord your God has blessed you. 11 Rejoice before Yahweh your God in the place where He chooses to have His name dwell — you, your son and daughter, your male and female slave, the Levite within your gates, as well as the foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow among you. 12 Remember that you were slaves in Egypt; carefully follow these statutes.

				

	

The Festival of Booths

				13 "You are to celebrate the Festival of Booths for seven days when you have gathered in everything from your threshing floor and winepress. 14 Rejoice during your festival — you, your son and daughter, your male and female slave, as well as the Levite, the foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow within your gates. 15 You are to hold a seven-day festival for the Lord your God in the place He chooses, because the Lord your God will bless you in all your produce and in all the work of your hands, and you will have abundant joy.

				16 "All your males are to appear three times a year before the Lord your God in the place He chooses: at the Festival of •Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks, and the Festival of Booths. No one is to appear before the Lord empty-handed. 17 Everyone must appear with a gift suited to his means, according to the blessing the Lord your God has given you.

				

	

Appointing Judges and Officials

				18 "Appoint judges and officials for your tribes in all your towns the Lord your God is giving you. They are to judge the people with righteous judgment. 19 Do not deny justice or show partiality to anyone. Do not accept a bribe, for it blinds the eyes of the wise and twists the words of the righteous. 20 Pursue justice and justice alone, so that you will live and possess the land the Lord your God is giving you.   (See Ex #23:Delegating Effectively.)

				

	

Forbidden Worship

				21 "Do not set up an •Asherah of any kind of wood next to the altar you will build for the Lord your God, 22 and do not set up a sacred pillar; the Lord your God hates them.

				17 "You must not sacrifice to the Lord your God an ox or sheep with a defect or any 
serious flaw, for that is detestable to the Lord your God.

				

	

The Judicial Procedure for Idolatry

				2 "If a man or woman among you in one of your towns that the Lord your God will give you is discovered doing evil in the sight of the Lord your God and violating His covenant 3 and has gone to worship other gods by bowing down to the sun, moon, or all the stars in the sky — which I have forbidden — 4 and if you are told or hear about it, you must investigate it thoroughly. If the report turns out to be true that this detestable thing has happened in Israel, 5 you must bring out to your •gates that man or woman who has done this evil thing and stone them to death. 6 The one condemned to die is to be executed on the testimony of two or three witnesses. No one is to be executed on the testimony of a single witness. 7 The witnesses' hands are to be the first in putting him to death, and after that, the hands of all the people. You must purge the evil from you.

				

	

Difficult Cases

				8 "If a case is too difficult for you — concerning bloodshed, lawsuits, or assaults — cases disputed at your gates, you must go up to the place the Lord your God chooses. 9 You are to go to the Levitical priests and to the judge who presides at that time. Ask, and they will give you a verdict in the case. 10 You must abide by the verdict they give you at the place the Lord chooses. Be careful to do exactly as they instruct you. 11 You must abide by the instruction they give you and the verdict they announce to you. Do not turn to the right or the left from the decision they declare to you. 12 The person who acts arrogantly, refusing to listen either to the priest who stands there serving the Lord your God or to the judge, must die. You must purge the evil from Israel. 13 Then all the people will hear about it, be afraid, and no longer behave arrogantly.

				

	

Appointing a King

				14 "When you enter the land the Lord your God is giving you, take possession of it, live in it, and say, 'I will set a king over me like all the nations around me,' 15 you are to appoint over you the king the Lord your God chooses. Appoint a king from your brothers. You are not to set a foreigner over you, or one who is not of your people. 16 However, he must not acquire many horses for himself or send the people back to Egypt to acquire many horses, for the Lord has told you, 'You are never to go back that way again.' 17 He must not acquire many wives for himself so that his heart won't go astray. He must not acquire very large amounts of silver and gold for himself. 18 When he is seated on his royal throne, he is to write a copy of this instruction for himself on a scroll in the presence of the Levitical priests. 19 It is to remain with him, and he is to read from it all the days of his life, so that he may learn to •fear the Lord his God, to observe all the words of this instruction, and to do these statutes. 20 Then his heart will not be exalted above his countrymen, he will not turn from this command to the right or the left, and he and his sons will continue ruling many yearsaz over Israel.  (See 1Sm #19:Hero Worship.)

				

	

Provisions for the Levites

				18 "The Levitical priests, the whole tribe of Levi, will have no portion or inheritance with Israel. They will eat the Lord's fire offerings; that is their ba, bb inheritance. 2 Although Levi has no inheritance among his brothers, the Lord is his inheritance, as He promised him.3 This is the priests' share from the people who offer a sacrifice, whether it is an ox, a sheep, or a goat; the priests are to be given the shoulder, jaws, and stomach. 4 You are to give him the •firstfruits of your grain, new wine, and oil, and the first sheared wool of your flock. 5 For •Yahweh your God has chosen him and his sons from all your tribes to stand and minister in His name from now on.bc6 When a Levite leaves one of your towns where he lives in Israel and wants to go to the place the Lord chooses, 7 he may serve in the name of Yahweh his God like all his fellow Levites who minister there in the presence of the Lord. 8 They will eat equal portions besides what he has received from the sale of the family estate.bd

				A Principle to Live By - Caring for Spiritual Leaders
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				#22 Every local church should provide ample material support for those spiritual leaders who devote significant amounts of time serving as spiritual shepherds.

				God established that the Levites and priests should devote full time to their spiritual ministry. The other tribes were to care for these leaders materially by giving a tenth from their own material possessions. 

				Under the new covenant, the Holy Spirit also outlined a plan to care for spiritual leaders in the church. Paul addressed this issue very specifically in his first letter to Timothy:

				The elders who are good leaders should be considered worthy of an ample honorarium, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says: Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain, and, the worker is worthy of his wages. (1Tm 5:17-18)  
(See Nm #26:Motivation in Ministry.)

				Reflection and Response

				What would happen if all believers in local communities of faith provided ten percent of their income to care for spiritual leaders who devote full time to the ministry?

				

				

	

Occult Practices versus Prophetic Revelation

				9 "When you enter the land the Lord your God is giving you, do not imitate the detestable customs of those nations. 10 No one among you is to make his son or daughter pass through the fire,practice •divination, tell fortunes, interpret omens, practice sorcery, 11 cast spells, consult a medium or a familiar spirit, or inquire of the dead.12 Everyone who does these things is detestable to the Lord, and the Lord your God is driving out the nations before you because of these detestable things. 13 You must be blameless before the Lord your God. 14 Though these nations you are about to drive out listen to fortune-tellers and diviners, the Lord your God has not permitted you to do this.

				A Principle to Live By - Occult Activity
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				#23 Even though we may live in a culture that de-emphasizes occult activity, we must take seriously the reality that demonic and evil forces exist. 

				The children of Israel were to avoid any form of demonic activity, which was very prevalent in the various Old Testament cultures. God clearly labeled such practices"detestable" (vv. 9,12). 

				This evil was also prevalent in Greek and Roman culture. Ephesus was a center for occult activity, but when the gospel penetrated this pagan city,"many who had become believers came confessing and disclosing their practices," which also included witchcraft. They actually"collected their books and burned them in front of everyone" (Ac 19:18-19).  (See Ac #36:Pagan Resentment.)

				In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul encouraged these believers to"put on the full armor of God so that [they could] stand against the tactics of the Devil" (Eph 6:11). Using a dynamic metaphor, he outlined the spiritual elements that are necessary if we are to be victorious over these evil influences.  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the more subtle forms of demonic activity in our culture today, and why should we avoid any involvement?

				

				15 "The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers. You must listen to him. 16 This is what you requested from the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said, 'Let us not continue to hear the voice of the Lord our God or see this great fire any longer, so that we will not die! ' 17 Then the Lord said to me, 'They have spoken well. 18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. I will put My words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command him. 19 I will hold accountable whoever does not listen to My words that he speaks in My name. 20 But the prophet who dares to speak a message in My name that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods — that prophet must die.' 21 You may say to yourself, 'How can we recognize a message the Lord has not spoken? ' 22 When a prophet speaks in the Lord's name, and the message does not come true or is not fulfilled, that is a message the Lord has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously. Do not be afraid of him.

				A Principle to Live By - Testing Prophetic Messages
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				#24 When someone claims to have a prophetic message from God, we're to use the Scriptures to evaluate the authenticity of this message. 

				God's plan for recognizing a false prophet was for His people to evaluate the message carefully to see if what was prophesied came true in every detail. If it did not, they could be sure the message was not from God.

				Even in the New Testament era, believers were to be cautious. Paul exhorted the Thessalonians, 

				Don't stifle the Spirit. Don't despise prophecies, but test all things. Hold on to what is good. Stay away from every kind of evil. (1Th 5:19-22)

				We must keep in mind that these New Testament believers did not have access to the Old Testament as readily as we do. Nor did they have the New Testament. In fact, these Macedonian Christians may have only been exposed to the two Thessalonian letters. However, the Holy Spirit had provided some with spiritual gifts to"distinguish" immediately if someone was a false prophet (1Co 12:10). Even then, these New Testament believers were to"test all things" and only to"hold on to what is good." 

				Today, we are fortunate to have both the Old and the New Testaments by which we can evaluate what some claim to be prophetic revelation from God. Any so-called prophecy that either contradicts the Scriptures in any way or fails to come true in every detail should be rejected.  (Review Dt #6: God's Revealed Truth)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways do some religious leaders manipulate and control people with what they claim are prophetic revelations?  (See Ezk #12:False Prophets.)

				

				

	

Cities of Refuge

				19 "When the Lord your God annihilates the nations whose land He is giving you, so that you drive them out and live in their cities and houses, 2 you are to set apart three cities for yourselves within the land the Lord your God is giving you to possess. 3 You are to determine the distancesbe and divide the land the Lord your God is granting you as an inheritance into three regions, so that anyone who commits manslaughter can flee to these cities.bf

				4 "Here is the law concerning a case of someone who kills a person and flees there to save his life, having killed his neighbor accidentally without previously hating him: 5 If he goes into the forest with his neighbor to cut timber, and his hand swings the ax to chop down a tree, but the blade flies off the handle and strikes his neighbor so that he dies, that person may flee to one of these cities and live. 6 Otherwise, the avenger of blood in the heat of his angerbg might pursue the one who committed manslaughter, overtake him because the distance is great, and strike him dead. Yet he did not deserve to die,bh since he did not previously hate his neighbor. 7 This is why I am commanding you to set apart three cities for yourselves. 8 If the Lord your God enlarges your territory as He swore to your fathers, and gives you all the land He promised to give them — 9 provided you keep every one of these commands I am giving you today and follow them, loving the Lord your God and walking in His ways at all times — you are to add three more cities to these three. 10 In this way, innocent blood will not be shed, and you will not become •guilty of bloodshed in the land the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance. 11 But if someone hates his neighbor, lies in ambush for him, attacks him, and strikes him fatally, and flees to one of these cities, 12 the elders of his city must send for him, take him from there, and hand him over to the avenger of blood and he will die. 13 You must not look on him with pity but purge from Israel the guilt of shedding innocent blood, and you will prosper.

				

	

Boundary Markers

				14 "You must not move your neighbor's boundary marker, established at the start in the inheritance you will receive in the land the Lord your God is giving you to possess.

				

	

Witnesses in Court

				15 "One witness cannot establish any wrongdoing or sin against a person, whatever that person has done. A fact must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.

				16 "If a malicious witness testifies against someone accusing him of a crime, 17 the two people in the dispute must stand in the presence of the Lord before the priests and judges in authority at that time. 18 The judges are to make a careful investigation, and if the witness turns out to be a liar who has falsely accused his brother, 19 you must do to him as he intended to do to his brother. You must purge the evil from you. 20 Then everyone else will hear and be afraid, and they will never again do anything evil like this among you.21 You must not show pity: life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, and foot for foot.

				A Principle to Live By - Maintaining Justice
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				#25 We must thoroughly investigate any accusation of wrongdoing against a member of the body of Jesus Christ. 

				Alluding to this Old Testament passage, Paul instructed Timothy how to deal with accusations against any spiritual leader: 

				Don't accept an accusation against an elder unless it is supported by two or three witnesses. (1Tm 5:19) 

				Paul was not saying that unless there are two or three witnesses, an accusation should be overlooked or not taken seriously. This is why Moses stated that the judges are to"make a careful investigation."

				In this New Testament setting, Paul wanted to protect godly leaders from being destroyed by malicious liars. Thus, he wrote that if a spiritual leader is accused of some wrongdoing, it would become necessary to make a thorough investigation to determine reality. It's equally tragic when sin is not dealt with properly. 

				Resolving this kind of problem must be done carefully, thoroughly, and prayerfully—which calls for wisdom and discretion. This principle, of course, should also be applied to anyone in the church who has been accused of wrongdoing.

				Reflection and Response

				When one person accuses another of sexual abuse, why is it important to investigate this charge thoroughly even when there are no other witnesses?

				

				

	

Rules for War

				20 "When you go out to war against your enemies and see horses, chariots, and an army larger than yours, do not be afraid of them, for the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, is with you. 2 When you are about to engage in battle, the priest is to come forward and address the army. 3 He is to say to them: 'Listen, Israel: Today you are about to engage in battle with your enemies. Do not be cowardly. Do not be afraid, alarmed, or terrified because of them. 4 For the Lord your God is the One who goes with you to fight for you against your enemies to give you victory.'

				5 "The officers are to address the army, 'Has any man built a new house and not dedicated it? Let him leave and return home. Otherwise, he may die in battle and another man dedicate it. 6 Has any man planted a vineyard and not begun to enjoy its fruit?bi Let him leave and return home. Otherwise he may die in battle and another man enjoy its fruit.bj 7 Has any man become •engaged to a woman and not married her? Let him leave and return home. Otherwise he may die in battle and another man marry her.' 8 The officers will continue to address the army and say, 'Is there any man who is afraid or cowardly? Let him leave and return home, so that his brothers' hearts won't melt like his own.' 9 When the officers have finished addressing the army, they will appoint military commanders to lead it.

				10 "When you approach a city to fight against it, you must make an offer of peace. 11 If it accepts your offer of peace and opens its gates to you, all the people found in it will become forced laborers for you and serve you. 12 However, if it does not make peace with you but wages war against you, lay siege to it. 13 When the Lord your God hands it over to you, you must strike down all its males with the sword. 14 But you may take the women, children, animals, and whatever else is in the city — all its spoil — as plunder. You may enjoy the spoil of your enemies that the Lord your God has given you. 15 This is how you are to treat all the cities that are far away from you and are not among the cities of these nations. 16 However, you must not let any living thing survive among the cities of these people the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance. 17 You must •completely destroy them — the Hittite, Amorite, Canaanite, Perizzite, Hivite, and Jebusite — as the Lord your God has commanded you, 18 so that they won't teach you to do all the detestable things they do for their gods, and you sin against the Lord your God.   (Review Dt #13: Reflecting God's Holiness)

				19 "When you lay siege to a city for a long time, fighting against it in order to capture it, you must not destroy its trees by putting an ax to them, because you can get food from them. You must not cut them down. Are trees of the field human, to come under siege by you? 20 But you may destroy the trees that you know do not produce food. You may cut them down to build siege works against the city that is waging war against you, until it falls.

				

	

Unsolved Murders

				21 "If a murder victim is found lying in a field in the land the Lord your God is giving you to possess, and it is not known who killed him, 2 your elders and judges must come out and measure the distance from the victim to the nearby cities. 3 The elders of the city nearest to the victim are to get a young cow that has not been yoked or used for work. 4 The elders of that city will bring the cow down to a continually flowing stream, to a place not tilled or sown, and they will break its neck there by the stream. 5 Then the priests, the sons of Levi, will come forward, for •Yahweh your God has chosen them to serve Him and pronounce blessings in His name, and they are to give a ruling inbk every dispute and case of assault. 6 All the elders of the city nearest to the victim will wash their hands by the stream over the young cow whose neck has been broken. 7 They will declare, 'Our hands did not shed this blood; our eyes did not see it. 8 Lord, forgive Your people Israel You redeemed, and do not hold the shedding of innocent blood against them.' Then they will be absolved of responsibility for bloodshed. 9 You must purge from yourselves the •guilt of shedding innocent blood, for you will be doing what is right in the Lord's sight.

				

	

Fair Treatment of Captured Women

				10 "When you go to war against your enemies and the Lord your God hands them over to you and you take some of them prisoner, and 11 if you see a beautiful woman among the captives, desire her, and want to take her as your wife, 12 you are to bring her into your house. She must shave her head, trim her nails, 13 remove the clothes she was wearing when she was taken prisoner, live in your house, and mourn for her father and mother a full month. After that, you may have sexual relations with her and be her husband, and she will be your wife. 14 Then if you are not satisfied with her, you are to let her go where she wants, but you must not sell her for money or treat her as merchandise,bl because you have humiliated her.

				

	

The Right of the Firstborn

				15 "If a man has two wives, one loved and the other unloved, and both the loved and the unloved bear him sons, and if the unloved wife has the firstborn son, 16 when that man gives what he has to his sons as an inheritance, he is not to show favoritism to the son of the loved wife as his firstborn over the firstborn of the unloved wife. 17 He must acknowledge the firstborn, the son of the unloved wife, by giving him two sharesbm of his estate, for he is the firstfruits of his virility; he has the rights of the firstborn.

				

	

A Rebellious Son

				18 "If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his father or mother and doesn't listen to them even after they discipline him, 19 his father and mother must take hold of him and bring him to the elders of his city, to the •gate of his hometown. 20 They will say to the elders of his city, 'This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious; he doesn't obey us. He's a glutton and a drunkard.' 21 Then all the men of his city will stone him to death. You must purge the evil from you, and all Israel will hear and be afraid.

				

	

Display of Executed People

				22 "If anyone is found guilty of an offense deserving the death penalty and is executed, and you hang his body on a tree, 23 you are not to leave his corpse on the tree overnight but are to bury him that day, for anyone hung on a tree is under God's curse. You must not defile the land the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance.

				

	

Caring for Your Brother's Property

				22 "If you see your brother's ox or sheep straying, you must not ignore it; make sure you return it to your brother. 2 If your brother does not live near you or you don't know him, you are to bring the animal to your home to remain with you until your brother comes looking for it; then you can return it to him. 3 Do the same for his donkey, his garment, or anything your brother has lost and you have found. You must not ignore it. 4 If you see your brother's donkey or ox fallen down on the road, you must not ignore it; you must help him lift it up.

				

	

Preserving Natural Distinctions

				5 "A woman is not to wear male clothing, and a man is not to put on a woman's garment, for everyone who does these things is detestable to the Lord your God.

				6 "If you come across a bird's nest with chicks or eggs, either in a tree or on the ground along the road, and the mother is sitting on the chicks or eggs, you must not take the mother along with the young. 7 You may take the young for yourself, but be sure to let the mother go free, so that you may prosper and live long. 8 If you build a new house, make a railing around your roof, so that you don't bring bloodguilt on your house if someone falls from it. 9 Do not plant your vineyard with two types of seed; otherwise, the entire harvest, both the crop you plant and the produce of the vineyard, will be defiled. 10 Do not plow with an ox and a donkey together. 11 Do not wear clothes made of both wool and linen. 12 Make tassels on the four corners of the outer garment you wear.

				

	

Violations of Proper Sexual Conduct

				13 "If a man marries a woman, has sexual relations with her, and comes to hate her, 14 and accuses her of shameful conduct, and gives her a bad name, saying, 'I married this woman and was intimate with her, but I didn't find any evidence of her virginity,' 15 the young woman's father and mother will take the evidence of her virginity and bring it to the city elders at the •gate. 16 The young woman's father will say to the elders, 'I gave my daughter to this man as a wife, but he hates her. 17 He has accused her of shameful conduct, saying:"I didn't find any evidence of your daughter's virginity," but here is the evidence of my daughter's virginity.' They will spread out the cloth before the city elders. 18 Then the elders of that city will take the man and punish him. 19 They will also fine him 100 silver shekels and give them to the young woman's father, because that man gave an Israelite virgin a bad name. She will remain his wife; he cannot divorce her as long as he lives. 20 But if this accusation is true and no evidence of the young woman's virginity is found, 21 they will bring the woman to the door of her father's house, and the men of her city will stone her to death. For she has committed an outrage in Israel by being promiscuous in her father's house. You must purge the evil from you.

				22 "If a man is discovered having sexual relations with another man's wife, both the man who had sex with the woman and the woman must die. You must purge the evil from Israel. 23 If there is a young woman who is a virgin •engaged to a man, and another man encounters her in the city and has sex with her, 24 you must take the two of them out to the gate of that city and stone them to death — the young woman because she did not cry out in the city and the man because he has violated his neighbor's fiancée. You must purge the evil from you. 25 But if the man encounters an engaged woman in the open country, and he seizes and rapes her, only the man who raped her must die. 26 Do nothing to the young woman, because she is not •guilty of an offense deserving death. This case is just like one in which a man attacks his neighbor and murders him. 27 When he found her in the field, the engaged woman cried out, but there was no one to rescue her. 28 If a man encounters a young woman, a virgin who is not engaged, takes hold of her and rapes her, and they are discovered, 29 the man who raped her must give the young woman's father 50 silver shekels, and she must become his wife because he violated her. He cannot divorce her as long as he lives.  (See Jn #18:Total Forgiveness.)

				30 "A man is not to marry his father's wife; he must not violate his father's marriage bed. bn, bo

				

	

Exclusion and Inclusion

				23 "No man whose testicles have been crushedbp or whose penis has been cut off may enter the Lord's assembly. 2 No one of illegitimate birth may enter the Lord's assembly; none of his descendants, even to the tenth generation, may enter the Lord's assembly. 3 No Ammonite or Moabite may enter the Lord's assembly; none of their descendants, even to the tenth generation, may ever enter the Lord's assembly. 4 This is because they did not meet you with food and water on the journey after you came out of Egypt, and because Balaam son of Beor from Pethor in Aram-naharaim was hired to curse you. 5 Yet the Lord your God would not listen to Balaam, but He turned the curse into a blessing for you because the Lord your God loves you. 6 Never seek their peace or prosperity as long as you live. 7 Do not despise an Edomite, because he is your brother. Do not despise an Egyptian, because you were a foreign resident in his land. 8 The children born to them in the third generation may enter the Lord's assembly.

				

	

Cleanliness of the Camp

				9 "When you are encamped against your enemies, be careful to avoid anything offensive. 10 If there is a man among you who is •unclean because of a bodily emission during the night, he must go outside the camp; he may not come anywhere inside the camp. 11 When evening approaches, he must wash with water, and when the sun sets he may come inside the camp. 12 You must have a place outside the camp and go there to relieve yourself. 13 You must have a digging tool in your equipment; when you relieve yourself, dig a hole with it and cover up your excrement. 14 For the Lord your God walks throughout your camp to protect you and deliver your enemies to you; so your encampments must be holy. He must not see anything improper among you or He will turn away from you.

				

	

Fugitive Slaves

				15 "Do not return a slave to his master when he has escaped from his master to you. 16 Let him live among you wherever he wants within your gates. Do not mistreat him.

				

	

Cult Prostitution Forbidden

				17 "No Israelite woman is to be a cult prostitute, and no Israelite man is to be a cult prostitute. 18 Do not bring a female prostitute's wages or a male prostitute'sbq earnings into the house of the Lord your God to fulfill any vow, because both are detestable to the Lord your God.

				

	

Interest on Loans

				19 "Do not charge your brother interest on money, food, or anything that can earn interest. 20 You may charge a foreigner interest, but you must not charge your brother interest, so that the Lord your God may bless you in everything you dobr in the land you are entering to possess.

				

	

Keeping Vows

				21 "If you make a vow to the Lord your God, do not be slow to keep it, because He will require it of you, and it will be counted against you as sin. 22 But if you refrain from making a vow, it will not be counted against you as sin. 23 Be careful to do whatever comes from your lips, because you have freely vowed what you promisedbs to the Lord your God.   (See Nm #38:Faith Promises.)

				

	

Neighbor's Crops

				24 "When you enter your neighbor's vineyard, you may eat as many grapes as you want until you are full, but you must not put any in your container. 25 When you enter your neighbor's standing grain, you may pluck heads of grain with your hand, but you must not put a sickle to your neighbor's grain.

				

	

Marriage and Divorce Laws

				24 "If a man marries a woman, but she becomes displeasing to him because he finds something improper about her, he may write her a divorce certificate, hand it to her, and send her away from his house.2 If after leaving his house she goes and becomes another man's wife, 3 and the second man hates her, writes her a divorce certificate, hands it to her, and sends her away from his house or if hebt dies, 4 the first husband who sent her away may not marry her again after she has been defiled, because that would be detestable to the Lord. You must not bring •guilt on the land the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance.

				A Principle to Live By - Marriage and Divorce

				[image: Getz0196.png]

				#26 When determining God's will regarding marriage relationships, we are to follow the teachings in the New Testament. 

				Jesus clarified these Old Testament marriage and divorce laws when He was confronted by a group of Pharisees who asked Him,"Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife on any grounds?" (Mt 19:3). Jesus then outlined God's will regarding marriage:

				"Haven't you read," He replied,"that He who created them in the beginning made them male and female," and He also said:"For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one flesh? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God has joined together, man must not separate." (Mt 19:4-6)

				The Pharisees followed up with another very predictable question focusing on this passage:"Why then . . . did Moses command us to give divorce papers and to send her away?" (Mt 19:7). Jesus' response once again outlined God's will:

				He told them,"Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because of the hardness of your hearts. But it was not like that from the beginning. And I tell you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery." (Mt 19:8-9)  (See Mt #44:Standing Firm.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul's advice to the Corinthians add further insight to the subject of divorce?  (See 1Co #16:Mixed Marriages.)

				

				5 "When a man takes a bride, he must not go out with the army or be liable for any duty. He is free to stay at home for one year, so that he can bring joy to the wife he has married.

				

	

Safeguarding Life

				6 "Do not take a pair of millstones or an upper millstone as security for a debt, because that is like taking a life as security.

				7 "If a man is discovered kidnapping one of his Israelite brothers, whether he treats him as a slave or sells him, the kidnapper must die. You must purge the evil from you.

				8 "Be careful in a case of infectious skin disease, following carefully everything the Levitical priests instruct you to do. Be careful to do as I have commanded them. 9 Remember what the Lord your God did to Miriam on the journey after you left Egypt.

				

	

Consideration for People in Need

				10 "When you make a loan of any kind to your neighbor, do not enter his house to collect what he offers as security. 11 You must stand outside while the man you are making the loan to brings the security out to you. 12 If he is a poor man, you must not sleep in the garment he has given as security. 13 Be sure to return itbu to him at sunset. Then he will sleep in it and bless you, and this will be counted as righteousness to you before the Lord your God.

				14 "Do not oppress a hired hand who is poor and needy, whether one of your brothers or one of the foreigners residing within a townbv in your land. 15 You are to pay him his wages each day before the sun sets, because he is poor and depends on them. Otherwise he will cry out to the Lord against you, and you will be held guilty.

				16 "Fathers are not to be put to death for their children or children for their fathers; each person will be put to death for his own sin. 17 Do not deny justice to a foreigner or fatherless child, and do not take a widow's garment as security. 18 Remember that you were a slave in Egypt, and the Lord your God redeemed you from there. Therefore I am commanding you to do this.

				19 "When you reap the harvest in your field, and you forget a sheaf in the field, do not go back to get it. It is to be left for the foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow, so that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. 20 When you knock down the fruit from your olive tree, you must not go over the branches again. What remains will be for the foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow. 21 When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you must not glean what is left. What remains will be for the foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow. 22 Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt. Therefore I am commanding you to do this.

				

	

Fairness and Mercy

				25 "If there is a dispute between men, they are to go to court, and the judges will hear their case. They will clear the innocent and condemn the •guilty. 2 If the guilty party deserves to be flogged, the judge will make him lie down and be flogged in his presence with the number of lashes appropriate for his crime. 3 He may be flogged with 40 lashes, but no more. Otherwise, if he is flogged with more lashes than these, your brother will be degraded in your sight.

				4 "Do not muzzle an ox while it treads out grain.

				

	

Preserving the Family Line

				5 "When brothers live on the same propertybw and one of them dies without a son, the wife of the dead man may not marry a stranger outside the family. Her brother-in-law is to take her as his wife, have sexual relations with her, and perform the duty of a brother-in-law for her. 6 The first son she bears will carry on the name of the dead brother, so his name will not be blotted out from Israel. 7 But if the man doesn't want to marry his sister-in-law, she must go to the elders at the city •gate and say, 'My brother-in-law refuses to preserve his brother's name in Israel. He isn't willing to perform the duty of a brother-in-law for me.' 8 The elders of his city will summon him and speak with him. If he persists and says, 'I don't want to marry her,' 9 then his sister-in-law will go up to him in the sight of the elders, remove his sandal from his foot, and spit in his face. Then she will declare, 'This is what is done to a man who will not build up his brother's house.' 10 And his family name in Israel will be called 'The house of the man whose sandal was removed.'

				11 "If two men are fighting with each other, and the wife of one steps in to rescue her husband from the one striking him, and she puts out her hand and grabs his genitals, 12 you are to cut off her hand. You must not show pity.

				

	

Honest Weights and Measures

				13 "You must not have two different weightsbx in your bag, one heavy and one light. 14 You must not have two differing dry measures in your house, a larger and a smaller. 15 You must have a full and honest weight, a full and honest dry measure, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you. 16 For everyone who does such things and acts unfairly is detestable to the Lord your God.  (See Pr #35:Honesty and Integrity.)

				

	

Revenge on the Amalekites

				17 "Remember what the Amalekites did to you on the journey after you left Egypt. 18 They met you along the way and attacked all your stragglers from behind when you were tired and weary. They did not •fear God. 19 When the Lord your God gives you rest from all the enemies around you in the land the Lord your God is giving you to possess as an inheritance, blot out the memory of Amalek under heaven. Do not forget.

				

	

Giving the Firstfruits

				26 "When you enter the land the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance, and you take possession of it and live in it, 2 you must take some of the first of all the land's produce that you harvest from the land •Yahweh your God is giving you and put it in a container. Then go to the place where the Lord your God chooses to have His name dwell. 3 When you come before the priest who is serving at that time, you must say to him, 'Today I acknowledge to the Lord your by God that I have entered the land the Lord swore to our fathers to give us.'

				4 "Then the priest will take the container from your hand and place it before the altar of the Lord your God. 5 You are to respond by saying in the presence of the Lord your God:

				

				My father was a wandering Aramean. He went down to Egypt with a few people and lived there. There he became a great, powerful, and populous nation. 6 But the Egyptians mistreated and afflicted us, and forced us to do hard labor. 7 So we called out to Yahweh, the God of our fathers, and the Lord heard our cry and saw our misery, hardship, and oppression. 8 Then the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a strong hand and an outstretched arm, with terrifying power, and with signs and wonders. 9 He led us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10 I have now brought the first of the land's produce that You, Lord, have given me.

				

				You will then place the container before the Lord your God and bow down to Him. 11 You, the Levite, and the foreign resident among you will rejoice in all the good things the Lord your God has given you and your household.

				

	

The Tenth in the Third Year

				12 "When you have finished paying all the tenth of your produce in the third year, the year of the tenth, you are to give it to the Levite, the foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow, so that they may eat in your towns and be satisfied. 13 Then you will say in the presence of the Lord your God:

				

				I have taken the consecrated portion out of my house; I have also given it to the Levite, the foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow, according to all the commands You gave me. I have not violated or forgotten Your commands. 14 I have not eaten any of it while in mourning, or removed any of it while •unclean, or offered any of it for the dead. I have obeyed the Lord my God; I have done all You commanded me. 15 Look down from Your holy dwelling, from heaven, and bless Your people Israel and the land You have given us as You swore to our fathers, a land flowing with milk and honey.  (See Lv #20:Christian Stewardship.)

				

	

Covenant Summary

				16 "The Lord your God is commanding you this day to follow these statutes and ordinances. You must be careful to follow them with all your heart and all your soul. 17 Today you have affirmed that the Lord is your God and that you will walk in His ways, keep His statutes, commands, and ordinances, and obey Him. 18 And today the Lord has affirmed that you are His special people as He promised you, that you are to keep all His commands, 19 that He will elevate you to praise, fame, and glory above all the nations He has made, and that you will be a holy people to the Lord your God as He promised."

				A Principle to Live By - God's Expectations Today

				[image: Getz0197.png]

				#27 As new covenant believers, we should devote ourselves to obeying God's will as revealed in the New Testament. 

				In chapters 20 through 26, God gave some very detailed statutes and ordinances that apply specifically to the children of Israel, particularly as they settled into the land of Canaan. Though most of these commands are not applicable to God's new covenant people, they illustrate the importance of understanding and obeying God's will. Even though God's expectations are very different since Jesus Christ came to be the Savior of the world, the Holy Spirit addressed many of the same issues in the New Testament—such as treating people fairly, proper discipline, morality, marital fidelity, social concerns, honesty, integrity, and generosity. 

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the New Testament commands that relate to many of these issues God addressed in the Old Testament? (See Eph 4:17–6:9.)  (See Eph #10 through #14)

				

				

	

The Law Written on Stones

				27 Moses and the elders of Israel commanded the people,"Keep every command I am giving you today. 2 At the time you cross the Jordan into the land the Lord your God is giving you, you must set up large stones and cover them with plaster.3 Write all the words of this law on the stones after you cross to enter the land the Lord your God is giving you, a land flowing with milk and honey, as •Yahweh, the God of your fathers, has promised you. 4 When you have crossed the Jordan, you are to set up these stones on Mount Ebal, as I am commanding you today, and you are to cover them with plaster. 5 Build an altar of stones there to the Lord your God — you must not use any iron tool on them.6 Use uncut stones to build the altar of the Lord your God and offer •burnt offerings to the Lord your God on it. 7 There you are to sacrifice •fellowship offerings, eat, and rejoice in the presence of the Lord your God. 8 Write clearly all the words of this law on the plastered stones."

				A Principle to Live By - God's Inscribed Word
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				#28 To live in God's will, we are to study and review the Scriptures.  (Review Dt #6: God-s-Revealed Truth)

				God knew it was not enough simply to communicate His statutes and ordinances orally through Moses to the children of Israel. Once they entered the promised land, they were to engrave God's will on large stones covered with plaster. 

				God also knew that all of us who are living under the new covenant need a written record. That's why He has given us New Testament reports and letters, inspired by the Holy Spirit and written by men. Today we have the wonderful privilege and responsibility to read these sacred documents, seeking to know and do God's will. Like the 3,000 Jewish believers who responded to Peter's message on the day of Pentecost, we must also continue to devote ourselves"to the apostles' teaching"—which, in essence, is the New Testament (Ac 2:42).  (See Ac #5:Three Vital Experiences.)

				In Paul's final letter, he shared a great truth that is certainly applicable to all of us today who have at our disposal both the Old and the New Testaments:

				All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. (2Tm 3:16-17)  (See 2Tm #8:Standing Firm on Scripture.)

				Earlier in the same paragraph, Paul underscored how important it is for spiritual leaders to take the lead in communicating the Word of God:

				Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who doesn't need to be ashamed, correctly teaching the word of truth. (2Tm 2:15)

				Reflection and Response

				What often happens to Christians today who attend churches where the Bible is not taught accurately and systematically? 

				

				

	

The Covenant Curses

				9 Moses and the Levitical priests spoke to all Israel,"Be silent, Israel, and listen! This day you have become the people of the Lord your God. 10 Obey the Lord your God and follow His commands and statutes I am giving you today."

				11 On that day Moses commanded the people, 12 "When you have crossed the Jordan, these tribes will stand on Mount Gerizim to bless the people: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin. 13 And these tribes will stand on Mount Ebal to deliver the curse: Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali.  (See Jos #17:Teaching God's Word.)

				

				15 'The person who makes a carved idol or cast image, which is detestable to the Lord, the work of a craftsman, and sets it up in secret is cursed.'

				And all the people will reply, '•Amen! '

				16 'The one who dishonors his father or mother is cursed.'

				And all the people will say, 'Amen! '

				17 'The one who moves his neighbor's boundary marker is cursed.'

				And all the people will say, 'Amen! '

				18 'The one who leads a blind person astray on the road is cursed.'

				And all the people will say, 'Amen! '

				19 'The one who denies justice to a foreigner, a fatherless child, or a widow is cursed.'

				And all the people will say, 'Amen! '

				20 'The one who sleeps with his father's wife is cursed, for he has violated his father's marriage bed.'bz

				And all the people will say, 'Amen! '

				21 'The one who has sexual intercourse with any animal is cursed.'

				And all the people will say, 'Amen! '

				22 'The one who sleeps with his sister, whether his father's daughter or his mother's daughter is cursed.'

				And all the people will say, 'Amen! '

				23 'The one who sleeps with his mother-in-law is cursed.'

				And all the people will say, 'Amen! '

				24 'The one who secretly kills his neighbor is cursed.'

				And all the people will say, 'Amen! '

				25 'The one who accepts a bribe to kill an innocent person is cursed.'

				And all the people will say, 'Amen! '

				26 'Anyone who does not put the words of this law into practice is cursed.'

				And all the people will say, 'Amen! '

				

	

Blessings for Obedience

				28 "Now if you faithfully obey the Lord your God and are careful to follow all His commands I am giving you today, the Lord your God will put you far above all the nations of the earth.2 All these blessings will come and overtake you, because you obey the Lord your God:

				

				

				3 You will be blessed in the city

				and blessed in the country.

				4 Your descendantsca will be blessed,

				and your land's produce,

				and the offspring of your livestock,

				including the young of your herds

				and the newborn of your flocks.

				5 Your basket and kneading bowl will be blessed.

				6 You will be blessed when you come in

				and blessed when you go out.

				

				7 "The Lord will cause the enemies who rise up against you to be defeated before you. They will march out against you from one direction but flee from you in seven directions. 8 The Lord will grant you a blessing on your storehouses and on everything you do;cb He will bless you in the land the Lord your God is giving you. 9 The Lord will establish you as His holy people, as He swore to you, if you obey the commands of the Lord your God and walk in His ways. 10 Then all the peoples of the earth will see that you are called by •Yahweh's name, and they will stand in awe of you. 11 The Lord will make you prosper abundantly with children,cc the offspring of your livestock, and your land's produce in the land the Lord swore to your fathers to give you. 12 The Lord will open for you His abundant storehouse, the sky, to give your land rain in its season and to bless all the work of your hands. You will lend to many nations, but you will not borrow. 13 The Lord will make you the head and not the tail; you will only move upward and never downward if you listen to the Lord your God's commands I am giving you today and are careful to follow them. 14 Do not turn aside to the right or the left from all the things I am commanding you today, and do not go after other gods to worship them.

				

	

Curses for Disobedience

				15 "But if you do not obey the Lord your God by carefully following all His commands and statutes I am giving you today, all these curses will come and overtake you:

				

				A Principle to Live By - Blessings and Curses
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				#29 We must differentiate between what God has promised to Israel as a nation and what He has promised to the church. 

				God promised the nation of Israel blessings for obeying the law that He has never promised to those of us living under grace. Furthermore, the curses for disobeying God's laws are never repeated for New Testament believers. If the children of Israel obeyed God, they would enjoy all the benefits of a wonderful earthly environment (vv. 1-14). If they disobeyed God, they would suffer judgment and ultimately be scattered to the ends of the earth (vv. 16-68). 

				Today, God promises us that He will never forsake His children. His grace will always be sufficient, no matter what happens in our lives, and He has promised to meet our needs 
(Php 4:19). However, God has never promised us health and wealth—something both unbelievers and believers may enjoy, but only because of His grace. Jesus himself taught that God"causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous" (Mt 5:45). However, God has promised eternal, spiritual blessings that apply only to true believers (Eph 1:3).  (See Eph #2:Our Position in Christ.)

				Even though we are not under the curses outlined for disobedience in Israel, God disciplines believers who consistently walk out of His will. His correction in our lives is a means to draw us back into the will of God. The author of Hebrews wrote,

				For what son is there that a father does not discipline? But if you are without discipline—which all receive—then you are illegitimate children and not sons. (Heb 12:7b-8)  (See Heb #19:God's Discipline.)

				Reflection and Response

				What often happens when the blessings and curses outlined for Israel are applied to believers living under grace—particularly as it relates to good health and material prosperity?  (See 3Jn #1:Wealth and Health.)

				

				16 You will be cursed in the city

				and cursed in the country.

				17 Your basket and kneading bowl will be cursed.

				18 Your descendantscd will be cursed,

				and your land's produce,

				the young of your herds,

				and the newborn of your flocks.

				19 You will be cursed when you come in

				and cursed when you go out.

				

				20 The Lord will send against you curses, confusion, and rebuke in everything you doce until you are destroyed and quickly perish, because of the wickedness of your actions in abandoning Me. 21 The Lord will make pestilence cling to you until He has exterminated you from the land you are entering to possess. 22 The Lord will afflict you with wasting disease, fever, inflammation, burning heat, drought,cf blight, and mildew; these will pursue you until you perish. 23 The sky above you will be bronze, and the earth beneath you iron. 24 The Lord will turn the rain of your land into fallingcg dust; it will descend on you from the sky until you are destroyed. 25 The Lord will cause you to be defeated before your enemies. You will march out against them from one direction but flee from them in seven directions. You will be an object of horror to all the kingdoms of the earth. 26 Your corpses will be food for all the birds of the sky and the wild animals of the land, with no one to scare them away.

				27 "The Lord will afflict you with the boils of Egypt, tumors, a festering rash, and scabies, from which you cannot be cured. 28 The Lord will afflict you with madness, blindness, and mental confusion, 29 so that at noon you will grope as a blind man gropes in the dark. You will not be successful in anything you do. You will only be oppressed and robbed continually, and no one will help you. 30 You will become •engaged to a woman, but another man will rape her. You will build a house but not live in it. You will plant a vineyard but not enjoy its fruit. 31 Your ox will be slaughtered before your eyes, but you will not eat any of it. Your donkey will be taken away from you and not returned to you. Your flock will be given to your enemies, and no one will help you. 32 Your sons and daughters will be given to another people, while your eyes grow weary looking for them every day. But you will be powerless to do anything.ch 33 A people you don't know will eat your land's produce and everything you have labored for. You will only be oppressed and crushed continually. 34 You will be driven mad by what you see. 35 The Lord will afflict you with painful and incurable boils on your knees and thighs — from the sole of your foot to the top of your head.

				36 "The Lord will bring you and your king that you have appointed to a nation neither you nor your fathers have known, and there you will worship other gods, of wood and stone. 37 You will become an object of horror, scorn, and ridicule among all the peoples where the Lord will drive you.

				38 "You will sow much seed in the field but harvest little, because locusts will devour it. 39 You will plant and cultivate vineyards but not drink the wine or gather the grapes, because worms will eat them. 40 You will have olive trees throughout your territory but not anoint yourself with oil, because your olives will drop off. 41 You will father sons and daughters, but they will not remain yours, because they will be taken prisoner. 42 Whirring insects will take possession of all your trees and your land's produce. 43 The foreign resident among you will rise higher and higher above you, while you sink lower and lower. 44 He will lend to you, but you won't lend to him. He will be the head, and you will be the tail.

				45 "All these curses will come, pursue, and overtake you until you are destroyed, since you did not obey the Lord your God and keep the commands and statutes He gave you. 46 These curses will be a sign and a wonder against you and your descendants forever. 47 Because you didn't serve the Lord your God with joy and a cheerful heart, even though you had an abundance of everything, 48 you will serve your enemies the Lord will send against you, in famine, thirst, nakedness, and a lack of everything. He will place an iron yoke on your neck until He has destroyed you. 49 The Lord will bring a nation from far away, from the ends of the earth, to swoop down on you like an eagle, a nation whose language you don't understand, 50 a ruthless nation,ci showing no respect for the old and not sparing the young. 51 They will eat the offspring of your livestock and your land's produce until you are destroyed. They will leave you no grain, new wine, oil, young of your herds, or newborn of your flocks until they cause you to perish. 52 They will besiege you within all your gates until your high and fortified walls, that you trust in, come down throughout your land. They will besiege you within all your gates throughout the land the Lord your God has given you.

				53 "You will eat your children,cj the flesh of your sons and daughters the Lord your God has given you during the siege and hardship your enemy imposes on you. 54 The most sensitive and refined man among you will look grudginglyck at his brother, the wife he embraces,cl and the rest of his children, 55 refusing to share with any of them his children's flesh that he will eat because he has nothing left during the siege and hardship your enemy imposes on you in all your towns. 56 The most sensitive and refined woman among you, who would not venture to set the sole of her foot on the ground because of her refinement and sensitivity, will begrudge the husband she embraces, her son, and her daughter, 57 the afterbirth that comes out from between her legs and the children she bears, because she will secretly eat them for lack of anything else during the siege and hardship your enemy imposes on you within your gates.

				58 "If you are not careful to obey all the words of this law, which are written in this scroll, by •fearing this glorious and awesome name — Yahweh, your God — 59 He will bring extraordinary plagues on you and your descendants, severe and lasting plagues, and terrible and chronic sicknesses. 60 He will afflict you again with all the diseases of Egypt, which you dreaded, and they will cling to you. 61 The Lord will also afflict you with every sickness and plague not recorded in the book of this law, until you are destroyed. 62 Though you were as numerous as the stars of the sky, you will be left with only a few people, because you did not obey the Lord your God. 63 Just as the Lord was glad to cause you to prosper and to multiply you, so He will also be glad to cause you to perish and to destroy you. You will be deported from the land you are entering to possess. 64 Then the Lord will scatter you among all peoples from one end of the earth to the other, and there you will worship other gods, of wood and stone, which neither you nor your fathers have known. 65 You will find no peace among those nations, and there will be no resting place for the sole of your foot. There the Lord will give you a trembling heart, failing eyes, and a despondent spirit. 66 Your life will hang in doubt before you. You will be in dread night and day, never certain of survival. 67 In the morning you will say, 'If only it were evening! ' and in the evening you will say, 'If only it were morning! ' — because of the dread you will have in your heart and because of what you will see. 68 The Lord will take you back in ships to Egypt by a route that I said you would never see again. There you will sell yourselves to your enemies as male and female slaves, but no one will buy you."

				

	

Renewing the Covenant

				29cm These are the words of the covenant the Lord commanded Moses to make with the Israelites in the land of Moab, in addition to the covenant He had made with them at Horeb. 2 cn Moses summoned all Israel and said to them,"You have seen with your own eyes everything the Lord did in Egypt to Pharaoh, to all his officials, and to his entire land. 3 You saw with your own eyes the great trials and those great signs and wonders. 4 Yet to this day the Lord has not given you a mind to understand, eyes to see, or ears to hear. 5 I led you 40 years in the wilderness; your clothes and the sandals on your feet did not wear out; 6 you did not eat bread or drink wine or beer — so that you might know that I am •Yahweh your God. 7 When you reached this place, Sihon king of Heshbon and Og king of Bashan came out against us in battle, but we defeated them. 8 We took their land and gave it as an inheritance to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh. 9 Therefore, observe the words of this covenant and follow them, so that you will succeed in everything you do.

				10 "All of you are standing today before the Lord your God — your leaders, tribes, elders, officials, all the men of Israel, 11 your children, your wives, and the foreigners in your camps who cut your wood and draw your water — 12 so that you may enter into the covenant of the Lord your God, which He is making with you today, so that you may enter into His oath 13 and so that He may establish you today as His people and He may be your God as He promised you and as He swore to your fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 14 I am making this covenant and this oath not only with you, 15 but also with those who are standing here with us today in the presence of the Lord our God and with those who are not here today.

				

	

Abandoning the Covenant

				16 "Indeed, you know how we lived in the land of Egypt and passed through the nations where you traveled. 17 You saw their detestable images and idols made of wood, stone, silver, and gold, which were among them. 18 Be sure there is no man, woman, clan, or tribe among you today whose heart turns away from the Lord our God to go and worship the gods of those nations. Be sure there is no root among you bearing poisonous and bitter fruit. 19 When someone hears the words of this oath, he may consider himself exempt,co thinking, 'I will have peace even though I follow my own stubborn heart.' This will lead to the destruction of the well-watered land as well as the dry land. 20 The Lord will not be willing to forgive him. Instead, His anger and jealousy will burn against that person, and every curse written in this scroll will descend on him. The Lord will blot out his name under heaven, 21 and single him out for harm from all the tribes of Israel, according to all the curses of the covenant written in this book of the law.

				22 "Future generations of your children who follow you and the foreigner who comes from a distant country will see the plagues of the land and the sicknesses the Lord has inflicted on it. 23 All its soil will be a burning waste of sulfur and salt, unsown, producing nothing, with no plant growing on it, just like the fall of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim, which the Lord demolished in His fierce anger. 24 All the nations will ask, 'Why has the Lord done this to this land? Why this great outburst of anger? ' 25 Then people will answer, 'It is because they abandoned the covenant of Yahweh, the God of their fathers, which He had made with them when He brought them out of the land of Egypt. 26 They began to worship other gods, bowing down to gods they had not known — gods that the Lord had not permitted them to worship. 27 Therefore the Lord's anger burned against this land, and He brought every curse written in this book on it. 28 The Lord uprooted them from their land in His anger, rage, and great wrath, and threw them into another land where they are today.' 29 The hidden things belong to the Lord our God, but the revealed things belong to us and our children forever, so that we may follow all the words of this law.

				

	

Returning to the Lord

				30 "When all these things happen to you — the blessings and curses I have set before you — and you come to your senses while you are in all the nations where the Lord your God has driven you, 2 and you and your children return to the Lord your God and obey Him with all your heart and all your soul by doingcp everything I am giving you today, 3 then He will restore your fortunes,cq have compassion on you, and gather you again from all the peoples where the Lord your God has scattered you.4 Even if your exiles are at the ends of the earth,cr He will gather you and bring you back from there.5 The Lord your God will bring you into the land your fathers possessed, and you will take possession of it. He will cause you to prosper and multiply you more than He did your fathers. 6 The Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the hearts of your descendants, and you will love Him with all your heart and all your soul so that you will live. 7 The Lord your God will put all these curses on your enemies who hate and persecute you. 8 Then you will again obey Him and follow all His commands I am giving you today. 9 The Lord your God will make you prosper abundantly in all the work of your hands with children,cs the offspring of your livestock, and your land's produce. Indeed, the Lord will again delight in your prosperity, as He delighted in that of your fathers, 10 when you obey the Lord your God by keeping His commands and statutes that are written in this book of the law and return to Him with all your heart and all your soul.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Focus on Israel

				[image: Getz0200.png]

				#30 To have a correct view of prophecy, we must understand God's unconditional covenant with the nation Israel. 

				When Moses gave his final charge to Israel, he became prophetic. Israel would depart from God's laws and the curses would indeed come upon them (29:22-29). The promised land would become like a desert and they would be scattered to the ends of the earth. This has happened. But Moses also outlined God's future plan for Israel. There will come a time when God Himself will bring them back to the land. This is a supernatural gathering that has not yet been fulfilled (30:6).  (See Is #3:The Messiah's Reign.)

				The apostle Paul also spoke of Israel's future. Writing to all of us who are part of the church of Jesus Christ—composed of both Jews and Gentiles—Paul gave us these prophetic words:

				So that you will not be conceited, brothers, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery: A partial hardening has come to Israel until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written: The Liberator will come from Zion; He will turn away godlessness from Jacob. And this will be My covenant with them when I take away their sins. (Rm 11:25-27)  (See Rm #20:The Great Commission.)

				Reflection and Response

				What can happen when we fail to distinguish properly between God's future plan for Israel as a nation and God's present and future plan for the church, the body of Jesus Christ?

				

				

	

Choose Life

				11 "This command that I give you today is certainly not too difficult or beyond your reach. 12 It is not in heaven so that you have to ask, 'Who will go up to heaven, get it for us, and proclaim it to us so that we may follow it? ' 13 And it is not across the sea so that you have to ask, 'Who will cross the sea, get it for us, and proclaim it to us so that we may follow it? ' 14 But the message is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, so that you may follow it. 15 See, today I have set before you life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16 For ct I am commanding you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commands, statutes, and ordinances, so that you may live cu and multiply, and the Lord your God may bless you in the land you are entering to possess. 17 But if your heart turns away and you do not listen and you are led astray to bow down to other gods and worship them, 18 I tell you today that you will certainly perish and will not live long in the land you are entering to possess across the Jordan. 19 I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20 love the Lord your God, obey Him, and remain faithfulcv to Him. For He is your life, and He will prolong your life in the land the Lord swore to give to your fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob."

				

	

Joshua Takes Moses' Place

				31 Then Moses continued to speak these cw words to all Israel, 2 saying,"I am now 120 years old; I can no longer act as your leader.cx The Lord has told me, 'You will not cross this Jordan.'3 The Lord your God is the One who will cross ahead of you. He will destroy these nations before you, and you will drive them out. Joshua is the one who will cross ahead of you, as the Lord has said.4 The Lord will deal with them as He did Sihon and Og, the kings of the Amorites, and their land when He destroyed them.5 The Lord will deliver them over to you, and you must do to them exactly as I have commanded you. 6 Be strong and courageous; don't be terrified or afraid of them. For it is the Lord your God who goes with you; He will not leave you or forsake you."

				7 Moses then summoned Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel,"Be strong and courageous, for you will go with cy this people into the land the Lord swore to give to their fathers. You will enable them to take possession of it. 8 The Lord is the One who will go before you. He will be with you; He will not leave you or forsake you. Do not be afraid or discouraged."

				A Principle to Live By - Security in Christ

				[image: Getz0201.png]

				#31 If we have sincerely put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we are to be confident that God will never forsake us.

				God promised the children of Israel and their new leader, Joshua, that He would not leave them or forsake them when they entered the land of Canaan. However, this promise was conditional. If they disobeyed His laws, the Lord would remove His protection—which He did. Ultimately, however, God has not forsaken Israel since He will eventually restore a remnant to the land. His promise to Abraham is indeed unconditional. 

				In terms of our salvation experience, God will never forsake us. Paul wrote,

				When you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and when you believed in Him, you were also sealed with the promised Holy Spirit. He is the down payment of our inheritance, for the redemption of the possession, to the praise of His glory. (Eph 1:13-14)  (See Eph #2:Our Position in Christ.)

				The author of Hebrews also underscored this great truth, actually using the very words that God spoke to Joshua. Writing to believers who were experiencing persecution and had special material needs in their lives, he wrote,

				

				Your life should be free from the love of money. Be satisfied with what you have, for He Himself has said, I will never leave you or forsake you. Therefore, we may boldly say: The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me? (Heb 13:5-6)

				This, of course, does not mean we should take God's grace for granted. If we walk out of the will of God, we'll certainly experience the consequences of our sins. However, if we are true believers, we will be saved 
(1Co 3:12-15).

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the circumstances in life that can cause believers to question their secure position in Christ?  (See Heb #17:Faith that Endures.)

				

				9 Moses wrote down this law and gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi, who carried the ark of the Lord's covenant, and to all the elders of Israel. 10 Moses commanded them,"At the end of every seven years, at the appointed time in the year of debt cancellation, during the Festival of Booths, 11 when all Israel assemblescz in the presence of the Lord your God at the place He chooses, you are to read this law aloud before all Israel. 12 Gather the people — men, women, children, and foreigners living within your gates — so that they may listen and learn to •fear the Lord your God and be careful to follow all the words of this law. 13 Then their children who do not know the law will listen and learn to fear the Lord your God as long as you live in the land you are crossing the Jordan to possess."  (Review Dt #11: Teachable Moments)

				14 The Lord said to Moses,"The time of your death is now approaching. Call Joshua and present yourselves at the tent of meeting so that I may commission him." When Moses and Joshua went and presented themselves at the tent of meeting, 15 the Lord appeared at the tent in a pillar of cloud, and the cloud stood at the entrance to the tent.

				16 The Lord said to Moses,"You are about to rest with your fathers, and these people will soon commit adultery with the foreign gods of the land they are entering. They will abandon Me and break the covenant I have made with them. 17 My anger will burn against them on that day; I will abandon them and hide My face from them so that they will become easy prey.da Many troubles and afflictions will come to them. On that day they will say, 'Haven't these troubles come to us because our God is no longer with us? ' 18 I will certainly hide My face on that day because of all the evil they have done by turning to other gods. 19 Therefore write down this song for yourselves and teach it to the Israelites; have them recite it,db so that this song may be a witness for Me against the Israelites. 20 When I bring them into the land I swore to give their fathers, a land flowing with milk and honey, they will eat their fill and prosper.dc They will turn to other gods and worship them, despising Me and breaking My covenant. 21 And when many troubles and afflictions come to them, this song will testify against them, becausedd their descendants will not have forgotten it. For I know what they are prone to do,de even before I bring them into the land I swore to give them." 22 So Moses wrote down this song on that day and taught it to the Israelites.

				23 The Lord commissioned Joshua son of Nun,"Be strong and courageous, for you will bring the Israelites into the land I swore to them, and I will be with you."  (See Jos #11:God's Patience.)

				

	

Moses Warns the People

				24 When Moses had finished writing down on a scroll every single worddf of this law, 25 he commanded the Levites who carried the ark of the Lord's covenant, 26 "Take this book of the law and place it beside the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God so that it may remain there as a witness against you. 27 For I know how rebellious and stiff-necked you are. If you are rebelling against the Lord now, while I am still alive, how much more will you rebel after I am dead! 28 Assemble all your tribal elders and officers before me so that I may speak these words directly to them and call heaven and earth as witnesses against them.29 For I know that after my death you will become completely corrupt and turn from the path I have commanded you. Disaster will come to you in the future, because you will do what is evil in the Lord's sight, infuriating Him with what your hands have made."

				A Principle to Live By - Being Faithful

				[image: Getz0202.png]

				#32 Even though more and more people will turn away from God as we approach the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, we are to be faithful knowing we can make a difference in this world. 

				As Moses approached the time of his death, he became very specific in terms of Israel's future. Sadly, they would forsake the Lord and experience a lot of disaster in their lives. Imagine how Joshua must have felt as he listened to his old mentor share these prophetic words. It's understandable why the Lord 
reassured Joshua following Moses' death: 

				No one will be able to stand against you as long as you live. I will be with you, just as I was with Moses. I will not leave you or forsake you. (Jos 1:5) 

				The good news is that Joshua took these words of warning to heart. In spite of his foreknowledge regarding Israel's future failures, he was faithful as a leader in Israel. Consequently,"the people worshiped the Lord throughout Joshua's lifetime and during the lifetimes of the elders who outlived Joshua" (Jdg 2:7). 

				As believers today, we have a lot of prophetic knowledge regarding the future. Paul wrote,

				But know this: Difficult times will come in the last days. For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, without love for what is good, traitors, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God. (2Tm 3:1-4) 

				If these"difficult times" began two millennia ago, we can conclude that we are seeing these prophetic words coming true. Despite these conditions, we are to be faithful in carrying out the Great Commission of our Lord Jesus Christ. Furthermore, we can be confident that how we live our lives will make a difference—in our families, in our churches, and in the world around us.  (See 2Tm #8:Standing Firm on Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though we are to be ready at any moment for the return of the Lord Jesus Christ, why is it important for true followers of Christ to focus on being"salt" and"light" in this world? (See Mt 5:13-14.)  (See Rv #25:The Great Commission.)

				

				30 Then Moses recited aloud every single worddg of this song to the entire assembly of Israel:

				

	

Song of Moses

				32 Pay attention, heavens, and I will 
 speak;

				listen, earth, to the words of my mouth.

				2 Let my teaching fall like rain

				and my word settle like dew,

				like gentle rain on new grass

				and showers on tender plants.

				3 For I will proclaim •Yahweh's name.

				Declare the greatness of our God!

				4 The Rock — His work is perfect;

				all His ways are entirely just.

				A faithful God, without prejudice,

				He is righteous and true.

				

				5 His people have acted corruptly toward Him;

				this is their defectdh — they are not His children

				but a devious and crooked generation.

				6 Is this how you repay the Lord,

				you foolish and senseless people?

				Isn't He your Father and Creator?

				Didn't He make you and sustain you?

				7 Remember the days of old;

				consider the years long past.

				Ask your father, and he will tell you,

				your elders, and they will teach you.

				8 When the •Most High gave the nations 
their inheritancedi

				and divided the •human race,

				He set the boundaries of the peoples

				according to the number of the people of Israel. dj

				9 But the Lord's portion is His people,

				Jacob, His own inheritance.  (See Ex #25:Reflecting God's Holiness.)

				

				10 He found him in a desolate land,

				in a barren, howling wilderness;

				He surrounded him, cared for him,

				and protected him as the pupil of His eye.

				11 He watches overdk His nest like an eagle

				and hovers over His young;

				He spreads His wings, catches him,

				and lifts him up on His pinions.

				12 The Lord alone led him,

				with no help from a foreign god.dl

				13 He made him ride on the heights of the land

				and eat the produce of the field.

				He nourished him with honey from the rock

				and oil from flint-like rock,

				14 cream from the herd and milk from the flock,

				with the fat of lambs,

				rams from Bashan, and goats,

				with the choicest grains of wheat;

				you drank wine from the finest grapes.dm

				

				15 Then dn Jeshurun became fat and rebelled —

				you became fat, bloated, and gorged.

				He abandoned the God who made him

				and scorned the Rock of his salvation.

				16 They provoked His jealousy with foreign gods;

				they enraged Him with detestable practices.

				17 They sacrificed to demons, not God,

				to gods they had not known,

				new gods that had just arrived,

				which your fathers did not fear.   (See Ex #32:The Sin of Idolatry.)

				18 You ignored the Rock who gave you birth;

				you forgot the God who gave birth to you.

				

				19 When the Lord saw this, He despised them,

				provoked to anger by His sons and daughters.

				20 He said:"I will hide My face from them;

				I will see what will become of them,

				for they are a perverse generation —

				unfaithful children.

				21 They have provoked My jealousy

				with their so-called gods;do

				they have enraged Me with their worthless idols.

				So I will provoke their jealousy

				with an inferior people;dp

				I will enrage them with a foolish nation.

				22 For fire has been kindled because of My anger

				and burns to the depths of •Sheol;

				it devours the land and its produce,

				and scorches the foundations of the mountains.

				

				23 "I will pile disasters on them;

				I will use up My arrows against them.

				24 They will be weak from hunger,

				ravaged by pestilence and bitter plague;

				I will unleash on them wild beasts with fangs,

				as well as venomous snakes that slither in the dust.

				25 Outside, the sword will take their children,

				and inside, there will be terror;

				the young man and the young woman will be killed,

				the infant and the gray-haired man.

				

				26 "I would have said: I will cut them to pieces dq

				and blot out the memory of them from mankind,

				27 if I had not feared insult from the enemy,

				or feared that these foes might misunderstand

				and say: 'Our own hand has prevailed;

				it wasn't the Lord who did all this.'"

				

				28 Israel is a nation lacking sense

				with no understanding at all.dr

				29 If only they were wise, they would figure it out;

				they would understand their fate.

				30 How could one man pursue a thousand,

				or two put ten thousand to flight,

				unless their Rock had sold them,

				unless the Lord had given them up?

				31 But their"rock" is not like our Rock;

				even our enemies concede.

				32 For their vine is from the vine of Sodom

				and from the fields of Gomorrah.

				Their grapes are poisonous;

				their clusters are bitter.

				33 Their wine is serpents' venom,

				the deadly poison of cobras.

				

				34 "Is it not stored up with Me,

				sealed up in My vaults?

				35 Vengeance ds belongs to Me; I will repay. dt

				In time their foot will slip,

				for their day of disaster is near,

				and their doom is coming quickly."

				36 The Lord will indeed vindicate His people

				and have compassion on His servants

				when He sees that their strength is gone

				and no one is left — slave or free.

				37 He will say:"Where are their gods,

				the 'rock' they found refuge in?

				38 Who ate the fat of their sacrifices

				and drank the wine of their •drink offerings?

				Let them rise up and help you;

				let it du be a shelter for you.

				39 See now that I alone am He;

				there is no God but Me.

				I bring death and I give life;

				I wound and I heal.

				No one can rescue anyone from My hand.

				40 I raise My hand to heaven and declare:

				As surely as I live forever,

				41 when I sharpen My flashing sword,

				and My hand takes hold of judgment,

				I will take vengeance on My adversaries

				and repay those who hate Me.  (See Rv #34:Eternal Judgment.)

				42 I will make My arrows drunk with blood

				while My sword devours flesh —

				the blood of the slain and the captives,

				the heads of the enemy leaders."dv

				

				43 Rejoice, you nations, concerning His people, dw

				for He will avenge the blood of His servants. dx

				He will take vengeance on His adversaries; dy

				He will purify His land and His people. dz

				

				44 Moses came with Joshua ea son of Nun and recited all the words of this song in the presence of the people. 45 After Moses finished reciting all these words to all Israel, 46 he said to them,"Take to heart all these words I am giving as a warning to you today, so that you may command your children to carefully follow all the words of this law. 47 For they are not meaningless words to you but they are your life, and by them you will live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to possess."  (Review Dt #11: Teachable Moments)

				

	

Moses' Impending Death

				48 On that same day the Lord spoke to Moses, 49 "Go up Mount Nebo in the Abarim range in the land of Moab, across from Jericho, and view the land of Canaan I am giving the Israelites as a possession. 50 Then you will die on the mountain that you go up, and you will be gathered to your people, just as your brother Aaron died on Mount Hor and was gathered to his people. 51 For both of you broke faith with Me among the Israelites at the waters of Meribath-kadesh in the Wilderness of Zin by failing to treat Me as holy in their presence. 52 Although from a distance you will view the land that I am giving the Israelites, you will not go there."  (See Nm #28:Spiritual Maturity.)

				

	

Moses' Blessings

				33 This is the blessing that Moses, the man of God, gave the Israelites before his death. 2 He said:

				

				The Lord came from Sinai

				and appeared to them from Seir;

				He shone on them from Mount Paran

				and came with ten thousand holy ones, eb

				with lightningec from His right handed for them.

				3 Indeed He loves the people.ee

				All Youref holy ones are in Your hand,

				and they assembleeg at Your feet.

				Each receives Your words.

				4 Moses gave us instruction,

				a possession for the assembly of Jacob.

				5 So He became King in Jeshurun

				when the leaders of the people gathered

				with the tribes of Israel.

				

				6 Let Reuben live and not die

				though his people become few.

				

				7 He said this about Judah:

				

				Lord, hear Judah's cry and bring him to his people.

				He fights for his causeeh with his own hands,

				but may You be a help against his foes.

				

				8 He said about Levi:

				

				Your •Thummim and Urim belong to 
Your faithful one; ei

				You tested him at Massah

				and contended with him at the waters of Meribah.

				9 He said about his father and mother,

				"I do not regard them."

				He disregarded his brothers

				and didn't acknowledge his sons,

				for they kept Your word

				and maintained Your covenant.

				10 They will teach Your ordinances to Jacob

				and Your instruction to Israel;

				they will set incense before You

				and whole •burnt offerings on Your altar.

				11 Lord, bless his possessions,ej

				and accept the work of his hands.

				Smash the loins of his adversaries and enemies,

				so that they cannot rise again.

				

				12 He said about Benjamin:

				

				The Lord's beloved restsek securely on Him.

				He el shields him all day long,

				and he rests on His shoulders.em

				

				13 He said about Joseph:

				

				May his land be blessed by the Lord

				with the dew of heaven's bounty

				and the watery depths that lie beneath;

				14 with the bountiful harvest from the sun

				and the abundant yield of the seasons;

				15 with the best products of the ancient mountains

				and the bounty of the eternal hills;

				16 with the choice gifts of the land

				and everything in it;

				and with the favor of Him

				who appeareden in the burning bush.

				May these rest on the head of Joseph,

				on the crown of the prince of his brothers.

				17 His firstborn bull has eo splendor,

				and horns likeep those of a wild ox;

				he gores all the peoples with them

				to the ends of the earth.

				Such are the ten thousands of Ephraim,

				and such are the thousands of Manasseh.

				

				18 He said about Zebulun:

				

				Rejoice, Zebulun, in your journeys,

				and Issachar, in your tents.

				19 They summon the peoples to a mountain;

				there they offer acceptable sacrifices.

				For they draw from the wealth of the seas

				and the hidden treasures of the sand.

				

				20 He said about Gad:

				

				The one who enlarges Gad's territory

				will be blessed.

				He lies down like a lion

				and tears off an arm or even a head.

				21 He chose the best part for himself,

				because a ruler's portion was assigned there for him.

				He came with the leaders of the people;

				he carried out the Lord's justice

				and His ordinances for Israel.

				

				22 He said about Dan:

				

				Dan is a young lion,

				leaping out of Bashan.

				

				23 He said about Naphtali:

				

				Naphtali, enjoying approval,

				full of the Lord's blessing,

				take eq possession to the west and the south.

				

				24 He said about Asher:

				

				May Asher be the most blessed of the sons;

				may he be the most favored among his brothers

				and dip his foot in olive oil.

				25 May the bolts of your gate be iron and bronze,

				and your strength last as long as you live.

				

				26 There is none like the God of Jeshurun,

				who rides the heavens to your aid,

				the clouds in His majesty.

				27 The God of old is your dwelling place,

				and underneath are the everlasting arms.

				He drives out the enemy before you

				and commands,"Destroy!"

				28 So Israel dwells securely;

				Jacob lives untroubled er

				in a land of grain and new wine;

				even his skies drip with dew.

				29 How happy you are, Israel!

				Who is like you,

				a people saved by the Lord?

				He is the shield that protects you,

				the sword you boast in.

				Your enemies will cringe before you,

				and you will tread on their backs.es

				A Principle to Live By - God's Compassionate Heart
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				#33 Even though we fail God as believers, if we repent and turn from our sins, He will restore us and have intimate fellowship with us. 

				Following Moses' prophetic words regarding Israel's failure and God's discipline (read carefully 32:1-47), he concluded with a blessing for all Israel. God wanted the very best for His people. They were not doomed to failure. They could still choose to obey or disobey His commands. And when they failed God, if they turned back to Him, He would welcome them into fellowship and blessing. In fact, this is basically the story in the book of Judges.  (See Jdg #7:God's Compassion.)

				We see God's same compassion and spirit of forgiveness toward the church. For example, even though the Laodiceans were"wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked" (Rv 3:17), the Lord was willing and waiting to have fellowship with these believers if they simply turned from their sins and invited Him once again to be an intimate part of their lives. Listen to Jesus' words to this church as recorded by John:

				As many as I love, I rebuke and discipline. So be committed and repent. Listen! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and have dinner with him, and he with Me. (Rv 3:19-20)  (See Rv #9:Receiving Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though these verses in Revelation have been used effectively to invite unbelievers to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior, why is it important to understand that Jesus' primary message is to a local community of people who claim to be believers?

				

				

	

Moses' Death

				34 Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which faces Jericho, and the Lord showed him all the land: Gilead as far as Dan, 2 all of Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Mediterraneanet Sea, 3 the •Negev, and the region from the Valley of Jericho, the City of Palms, as far as Zoar. 4 The Lord then said to him,"This is the land I promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 'I will give it to your descendants.' I have let you see it with your own eyes, but you will not cross into it."

				5 So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, as the Lord had said. 6 He buried himeu in the valley in the land of Moab facing Beth-peor, and no one to this day knows where his grave is. 7 Moses was 120 years old when he died; his eyes were not weak, and his vitality had not left him. 8 The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab 30 days. Then the days of weeping and mourning for Moses came to an end.

				9 Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses had laid his hands on him. So the Israelites obeyed him and did as the Lord had commanded Moses. 10 No prophet has arisen again in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face.11 He was unparalleled for all the signs and wonders the Lord sent him to do against the land of Egypt — to Pharaoh, to all his officials, and to all his land, 12 and for all the mighty acts of power and terrifying deeds that Moses performed in the sight of all Israel.

				A Principle to Live By - A Great Model
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				#34 We should study the lives of Old Testament personalities like Moses in order to be more faithful followers of the Lord Jesus Christ.

				Although Moses could not enter the promised land because of his serious mistake, he still lived an exemplary life. At his death, he went to spend eternity with his heavenly Father where he would never commit another sin or make another mistake. There he would be eternally rewarded for his faithfulness as a leader in Israel. There too he would never face another moment of anger, sorrow, unjust criticism, or disappointment. 

				The church is built on the foundation laid in the Pentateuch—the first five books of the Old Testament—in which God chose Israel and led them out of the land of Egypt and into the land of Canaan. All followers of Christ should reflect on and respond to the lessons that emerge from this incredible revelation from God, including the horrible mistakes made by many leaders in Israel, which, in turn, impacted the whole nation. We are to learn from Israel's mistakes, avoid the pitfall of pride, and at the same time be encouraged that God has provided a way to avoid their sinful ways. Paul made this point in his letter to the Corinthians:

				Now these things happened to them as examples, and they were written as a warning to us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. So, whoever thinks he stands must be careful not to fall. No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to humanity. God is faithful, and He will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation He will also provide a way of escape so that you are able to bear it. (1Co 10:11-13)  (See 1Co #22:Lessons from Scripture; Heb #17: Faith that Endures.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to overlook the lessons we can learn from history?
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				Joshua

				Author: Unknown

				Date of events: 1406–ca 1380 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				The book of Joshua is so named because it recounts the career of the successor to Moses, Joshua son of Nun. Because of Moses' and Joshua's humility and God's blessing, the transition of power went smoothly. Joshua took over as the people of Israel entered the promised land, and under his leadership they conquered all the principal cities in Canaan. When God performed miracles through Joshua, Joshua directed all the praise and glory to God.

				Joshua teaches us principles of humble leadership

				

				

				God promised never to leave or forsake Joshua, a promise that has been confirmed and extended to all leaders—indeed to all believers who honor and obey God. As God was fulfilling His promise to His people, a foreigner named Rahab was also blessed when she repented of her past and turned to the Lord. God demonstrated His patience to the people of Jericho by giving them seven days to repent. He also showed compassion to Achan by giving him ample time to repent. God continues to show us patience and compassion today.

				Joshua teaches us principles of God's compassion and patience

				

				

				In the book of Joshua, the people of Israel made a decision without consulting God, a serious mistake with long-lasting consequences. But they wisely determined that it was better to live with this one mistake than to compound it by trying to fix it. They also learned that God can bring good results out of foolish decisions. Later, they learned that it was better to get the facts before acting, and they avoided what would have been a great tragedy.

				Joshua teaches us principles of decision making

				

				

				According to the Lord's instructions, Joshua and the people of Israel set up an altar where they crossed the Jordan, and later they built another altar at Mount Ebal where God's Word was read aloud to the people. The Transjordan tribes also built an altar at the Jordan. These altars stood for centuries as reminders of who God is and of His faithfulness to all Israel. God also reestablished circumcision as the sign identifying His people and reminded them to celebrate the annual Passover festival. All these remembrances provided opportunities for the Israelites to tell their children who God was, what He had done, and why He was worthy of worship.

				Joshua teaches us principles of remembering God's faithfulness

				

				

				The conquest and settlement of Canaan was a challenging period in which to be a leader, but the people encouraged Joshua. Joshua, in turn, encouraged the people to finish well. He did this by example: before he died at the age of 110, he affirmed,"As for me and my family, we will worship the Lord."

				Joshua teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				List of principles in Joshua

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

						
								
								1:1-5

							
								
								#1: God's Personal 
Presence

							
								
								No matter our circumstances in life, we are to rely on God's promise that He will never leave us or forsake us.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:6-9

							
								
								#2: Modeling and Teaching

							
								
								In order to be successful, pastors and parents must both practice and teach the Word of God.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								1:10-18

							
								
								#3: Mutual 
Encouragement

							
								
								We are to encourage spiritual leaders to lead with strength and courage.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:1-7

							
								
								#4: Salvation for All

							
								
								We are to present the gospel to all people, regardless of the depth of their sin.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								2:8-24

							
								
								#5: Faith that Works

							
								
								We are to test the validity of our salvation experience by our desire to do God's will.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								3:1-11

							
								
								#6: Honoring God

							
								
								Though we are to honor one another, we are to glorify God above all.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								3:12–4:24

							
								
								#7: Family Memorials 

							
								
								We should create unique and natural ways to review with our children and grandchildren how God has met our needs and blessed us as an extended family.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								5:1-9

							
								
								#8: Identification with Christ

							
								
								If we have put our faith in the Lord Jesus, we should be baptized to show that we have died with Christ and have been raised to a new life.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								5:10-12

							
								
								#9: The Lord's Supper

							
								
								If we have received the Lord Jesus as Savior, we should remember His sacrificial death by participating regularly in communion. 

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								5:13-15

							
								
								#10: Our Holy God

							
								
								Even though we are able to enter God's awesome presence because of Christ's sacrificial death, we are to remember that we are worshiping a holy God.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								6:1-27

							
								
								#11: God's Patience

							
								
								We should let people know that Jesus Christ has delayed His second coming and the judgment to follow so that people will have an opportunity to repent and be saved.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								7:1-5

							
								
								#12: Seeking God's Will

							
								
								We must avoid reverting to purely humanistic approaches when facing challenges in our lives.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								7:6-12

							
								
								#13: Acting Responsibly

							
								
								We are to take full responsibility for our human failures rather than blaming God.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								7:13-15

							
								
								#14: God's Compassion

							
								
								Though God must ultimately judge sin, we must understand that He is first and foremost a God of love and compassion.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								7:16-26

							
								
								#15: Hurting Innocent People

							
								
								When we are tempted to deliberately and persistently violate God's will, we should consider how our sins will impact those closest to us.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								8:1-29

							
								
								#16: Forgiveness and Freedom

							
								
								Even though we fail God miserably, we should confess our sins, repent, and be restored to our heavenly Father.

							
								
								16

							
						

						
								
								8:30-35

							
								
								#17: Teaching God's Word

							
								
								Spiritual leaders should take advantage of opportunities to review and communicate God's Word when people are the most teachable.

							
								
								17

							
						

						
								
								9:1-15

							
								
								#18: Satanic Deception

							
								
								We must be on guard against Satan, the father of liars.

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								9:16-27

							
								
								#19: Handling Mistakes

							
								
								There are times we must live with our mistakes, accepting the fact that we cannot correct something we did wrong by making another wrong decision.

							
								
								19

							
						

						
								
								10:1-15

							
								
								#20: God's Sovereign Ways

							
								
								Even though we make mistakes, we are to be encouraged that God can still achieve His divine and sovereign purposes in and through our lives.

							
								
								20

							
						

						
								
								14:6-15

							
								
								#21: Rewards for 
Faithfulness

							
								
								We are to serve God diligently, remembering that He will never forget our faithfulness.

							
								
								21

							
						

						
								
								21:43-45

							
								
								#22: God's Promises

							
								
								We are always to trust God to fulfill His unconditional promises.

							
								
								22

							
						

						
								
								22:1-34

							
								
								#23: Avoiding Divisions

							
								
								As members of Christ body, we are to do everything we can to avoid misunderstandings that lead to divisions and disunity.

							
								
								23

							
						

						
								
								23:1-16

							
								
								#24: Finishing Well

							
								
								To follow God fully throughout our time on earth, we must obey the Word of God and keep our eyes focused on the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								24

							
						

						
								
								24:1-24

							
								
								#25: Making Right Choices

							
								
								To walk in God's will throughout our time on earth, we must deliberately choose to serve Him rather than the gods of this world.

							
								
								25

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Joshua

				Encouragement of Joshua

				1 After the death of Moses the Lord's servant, the Lord spoke to Joshua son of Nun, who had served Moses: 2 "Moses My servant is dead. Now you and all the people prepare to cross over the Jordan to the land I am giving the Israelites. 3 I have given you every place where the sole of your foot treads, just as I promised Moses. 4 Your territory will be from the wilderness and Lebanon to the great Euphrates River — all the land of the Hittites — and west to the Mediterranean Sea.a 5 No one will be able to stand against you as long as you live. I will be with you, just as I was with Moses. I will not leave you or forsake you.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Personal Presence

				[image: Getz0205.png]

				#1 No matter our circumstances in life, we are to rely on God's promise that He will never leave us or forsake us. 

				When Joshua, who was now 80 years old, assumed leadership of Israel, his mind likely flashed back 40 years to the time the whole community threatened to stone both him and Caleb at Kadesh. The two had challenged Israel to disregard the report from the 10 fellow spies and to proceed to enter the promised land (Nm 14:10). The Lord had been so angry that He threatened to destroy the whole nation, but Moses had interceded for Israel, and the Lord pardoned them, just as He had done earlier at Mount Sinai (Nm 14:20; Ex 32:14). 

				Joshua must have wondered what he would do if the people rebelled again under his leadership. Joshua had heard the Lord tell Moses that the children of Israel would eventually abandon Him and"turn to other gods and worship them" (Dt 31:20). No wonder Joshua's heart was gripped with fear. But God understood his anxiety and once again reminded him that He would not forsake him 
(Jos 1:5).  (See Dt #31:Security in Christ.)

				When Jesus Christ gave the Great Commission to His disciples, He made the same promise:"And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age" (Mt 28:20). And later the Holy Spirit inspired the author of Hebrews to reiterate this promise for all believers (Heb 13:5). 

				This does not mean, however, that when we place our faith in the Lord Jesus that we'll never face problems, even persecution and potential martyrdom. But even if we lose our lives serving Christ, we are not forsaken (Lk 21:16-18). Paul, writing from a Roman prison, captured the reality of this promise:

				My eager expectation and hope is that I will not be ashamed about anything, but that now as always, with all boldness, Christ will be highly honored in my body, whether by life or by death. For me, living is Christ and dying is gain. (Php 1:20-21)  (See Php #4:Eternal Values.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does this promise of God's presence relate to King Nebuchadnezzar's threat to kill Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego when they refused to bow down to the king's image?  (See Dn #6:Facing Persecution.)

				

				6 "Be strong and courageous, for you will distribute the land I swore to their fathers to give them as an inheritance. 7 Above all, be strong and very courageous to carefully observe the whole instruction My servant Moses commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right or the left, so that you will have success wherever you go. 8 This book of instruction must not depart from your mouth; you are to reciteb it day and night so that you may carefully observe everything written in it. For then you will prosper and succeed in whatever you do. 9 Haven't I commanded you: be strong and courageous? Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go."

				A Principle to Live By - Modeling and Teaching

				#2 In order to be successful, pastors and parents must both practice and teach the Word of God.
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				Success for Israel in conquering the land was contingent on their obedience to God's laws. They were to"carefully observe the whole instruction" Moses had received from God and recorded in the Holy Scriptures (v. 7). This exhortation had to begin with Joshua; he could not expect others to follow his 
instructions if he were not practicing what he preached.

				The apostle Paul applied this principle in his own life when he exhorted the Corinthians,"Imitate me, as I also imitate Christ" (1Co 11:1). 

				However, modeling is not enough. To be a successful leader, we must teach people sound doctrine—what God says and how He wants us to live. This was Joshua's task in Israel, and on numerous occasions Paul both modeled and reiterated this task in the New Testament. Writing to Timothy, who was ministering in Ephesus, he said,

				Command and teach these things. Let no one despise your youth; instead, you should be an example to the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Until I come, give your attention to public reading, exhortation, and teaching. (1Tm 4:11-13; see also Ti 2:1-8.)  (See 1Tm #10:Modeling Godliness.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways does this communication principle apply to all of us as members of Christ's body?  
(See Eph #9:Building Up One Another.)

				

				

	

Joshua Prepares the People

				10 Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people: 11 "Go through the camp and tell the people, 'Get provisions ready for yourselves, for within three days you will be crossing the Jordan to go in and take possession of the land the Lord your God is giving you to inherit.'"

				12 Joshua said to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh: 13 "Remember what Moses the Lord's servant commanded you when he said, 'The Lord your God will give you rest, and He will give you this land.' 14 Your wives, young children, and livestock may remain in the land Moses gave you on this side of the Jordan. But your fighting men must cross over in battle formationc ahead of your brothers and help them 15 until the Lord gives your brothers rest, as He has given you, and they too possess the land the Lord your God is giving them. You may then return to the land of your inheritance and take possession of what Moses the Lord's servant gave you on the east side of the Jordan."

				16 They answered Joshua,"Everything you have commanded us we will do, and everywhere you send us we will go. 17 We will obey you, just as we obeyed Moses in everything. And may the Lord your God be with you, as He was with Moses.18 Anyone who rebels against your order and does not obey your words in all that you command him, will be put to death. Above all, be strong and courageous!"

				A Principle to Live By - Mutual Encouragement

				[image: Getz0207.png]

				#3 We are to encourage spiritual leaders to lead with strength and courage.

				We can only imagine how Joshua welcomed this affirmation. In view of his fear and anxiety, he needed this encouragement. In fact, the phrase"Do not be afraid" literally means"Do not tremble," which indicates that Joshua had been so frightened that he was literally shaking (v. 9). 

				Today, spiritual leaders in the church still need this kind of support. They have an awesome responsibility. The author of Hebrews made this point very clear:

				Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account, so that they can do this with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you. (Heb 13:17)  (See Heb #23:Following Godly Leaders.)

				God, of course, is not asking any one of us to follow a leader who is leading us astray. In his letter to Titus, Paul stated that false teachers must be silenced (Ti 1:10-11). However, when our leaders are doing their best to teach us God's will from the Word of God, we are to respond positively. Encouragement is to be a mutual experience within the body of Jesus Christ (Rm 1:11-12; 1Th 5:11; Heb 3:13; 10:25).  (See Rm #1:Mutual Encouragement.)

				Reflection and Response

				Without expecting perfection, in what practical ways can all of us encourage our spiritual leaders to be strong and courageous?

				

				

	

Spies Sent to Jericho

				2 Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two men as spies from the Acacia Grove,d saying,"Go and scout the land, especially Jericho." So they left, and they came to the house of a woman, a prostitute named Rahab, and stayed there.

				2 The king of Jericho was told,"Look, some of the Israelite men have come here tonight to investigate the land." 3 Then the king of Jericho sent word to Rahab and said,"Bring out the men who came to you and entered your house, for they came to investigate the entire land."

				4 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. So she said,"Yes, the men did come to me, but I didn't know where they were from. 5 At nightfall, when the gate was about to close, the men went out, and I don't know where they were going. Chase after them quickly, and you can catch up with them!" 6 But she had taken them up to the roof and hidden them among the stalks of flax that she had arranged on the roof. 7 The men pursued them along the road to the fords of the Jordan, and as soon as they left to pursue them, the gate was shut.

				A Principle to Live By - Salvation for All

				[image: Getz0208.png]

				#4 We are to present the gospel to all people, regardless of the depth of their sin.

				When Joshua sent spies to Jericho, it was a military maneuver. However, God knew another reason. A prostitute lived in Jericho who had come to believe in the living and true God. She and her whole family needed protection and deliverance. Centuries later, Jesus had a divine appointment in Samaria (Jn 4:4). His primary purpose was to meet a woman who had been married five times and was currently living with a man who was not her husband. In both of these stories, we encounter women of ill repute. Both responded to the light presented to them, and both became witnesses of their faith.

				Clearly, God is no respecter of persons. Why else would He give so much space in the midst of divine history to record these conversations? Furthermore, Rahab appears in the genealogy of Jesus. 

				God's desire is that all people know that Jesus Christ died for the sins of the world. There is no individual outside the sphere of His love and grace, as is expressed in the Great Commission:"Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations" (Mt 28:19). 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it difficult for some people to accept the fact that God's gift of grace, love, and forgiveness extends to all people, regardless of their past sinful behavior?  (See Lk #15:Worship from the Heart.)

				

				

	

The Promise to Rahab

				8 Before the men fell asleep, she went up on the roof 9 and said to them,"I know that the Lord has given you this land and that the terror of you has fallen on us, and everyone who lives in the land is panicking because of you.e10 For we have heard how the Lord dried up the waters of the •Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two Amorite kings you •completely destroyed across the Jordan. 11 When we heard this, we lost heart, and everyone's courage failedf because of you, for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on earth below. 12 Now please swear to me by the Lord that you will also show kindness to my family, because I showed kindness to you.g Give me a sure signh 13 that you will spare the lives of my father, mother, brothers, sisters, and all who belong to them, and save us from death."

				14 The men answered her,"We will give our lives for yours. If you don't report our mission, we will show kindness and faithfulness to you when the Lord gives us the land."

				15 Then she let them down by a rope through the window, since she lived in a house that was built into the wall of the city. 16 "Go to the hill country so that the men pursuing you won't find you," she said to them."Hide yourselves there for three days until they return; afterward, go on your way."

				17 The men said to her,"We will be free from this oath you made us swear, 18 unless, when we enter the land, you tie this scarlet cord to the window through which you let us down. Bring your father, mother, brothers, and all your father's family into your house. 19 If anyone goes out the doors of your house, his blood will be on his own head, and we will be innocent. But if anyone with you in the house should be harmed,i his blood will be on our heads. 20 And if you report our mission, we are free from the oath you made us swear."

				21 "Let it be as you say," she replied, and she sent them away. After they had gone, she tied the scarlet cord to the window.

				22 So the two men went into the hill country and stayed there three days until the pursuers had returned. They searched all along the way, but did not find them. 23 Then the men returned, came down from the hill country, and crossed the Jordan. They went to Joshua son of Nun and reported everything that had happened to them. 24 They told Joshua,"The Lord has handed over the entire land to us. Everyone who lives in the land is also panicking because of us."j

				A Principle to Live By - Faith that Works
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				#5 We are to test the validity of our salvation experience by our desire to do God's will.

				Rahab acknowledged that God was the one true God. Her statement of faith was simple but specific (v. 11b). Consequently, she was saved by faith and faith alone. 

				We also know that her faith was sincere and real because, when the spies arrived at her home, she demonstrated her faith by inviting them into her home and protecting them (Heb 11:31). James wrote,"faith, if it doesn't have works, is dead by itself" (Jms 2:17), and then he used Rahab as an example to demonstrate this truth:

				And in the same way, wasn't Rahab the prostitute also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by a different route? For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead. (Jms 2:25-26)  (See Jms #7:Good Works.)

				Don't misunderstand! James was not teaching that the works we do combine with faith to save us. Rather, works demonstrate that our faith is real. This was Paul's message to the Ephesians:

				
						Step 1- Salvation: 
For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God's gift—not from works, so that no one can boast. (Eph 2:8-9)

						Step 2 - Good Works: 
For we are His creation, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time so that we should walk in them. (Eph 2:10)  (See Eph #4:God's Gift)

				

				Reflection and Response

				Though it's true we are saved only by grace through faith, how can we help people understand the importance of good works?

				

				

	

Crossing the Jordan

				3 Joshua started early the next morning and left the Acacia Grovek with all the Israelites. They went as far as the Jordan and stayed there before crossing. 2 After three days the officers went through the camp 3 and commanded the people:"When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God carried by the Levitical priests, you must break camp and follow it. 4 But keep a distance of about 1,000 yardsl between yourselves and the ark. Don't go near it, so that you can see the way to go, for you haven't traveled this way before."m

				5 Joshua told the people,"Consecrate yourselves, because the Lord will do wonders among you tomorrow." 6 Then he said to the priests,"Take the ark of the covenant and go on ahead of the people." So they carried the ark of the covenant and went ahead of them.

				7 The Lord spoke to Joshua:"Today I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, so they will know that I will be with you just as I was with Moses. 8 Command the priests carrying the ark of the covenant: When you reach the edge of the waters,n stand in the Jordan."

				9 Then Joshua told the Israelites,"Come closer and listen to the words of the Lord your God." 10 He said:"You will know that the living God is among you and that He will certainly dispossess before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites11 when the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth goes ahead of you into the Jordan.

				A Principle to Live By - Honoring God

				#6 Though we are to honor one another, we are to glorify God above all.
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				Though God told Joshua He was going to honor him before all of the children of Israel, Joshua's primary concern was that God be exalted. However, think of the temptation he must have faced. What a great opportunity to engage in self-glorification! But there was no hint of arrogance in Joshua's response. 

				At this point, we must develop a proper perspective and balance on God's sovereign use 
of human beings. God does use our talents and our abilities. Furthermore, He wants us to honor one another (Rm 12:10). But above all, He deserves the glory. He alone is God!

				Jesus Christ set an example, not only for those of us who are leaders, but for all believers. We should reflect often on Paul's words:

				Make your own attitude that of Christ Jesus, who, existing in the form of God, did not consider equality with God as something to be used for His own advantage. Instead He emptied Himself by assuming the form of a slave, taking on the likeness of men. And when He had come as a man in His external form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death—even to death on a cross. (Php 2:5-8)  (See Php #6:Imitating Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do we distinguish between having a good self-image that is God-honoring and being guilty of prideful behavior that is self-honoring?  (See Nm #28:Spiritual Maturity.)

				

				12 Now choose 12 men from the tribes of Israel, one man for each tribe. 13 When the feeto of the priests who carry the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, come to rest in the Jordan's waters, its waters will be cut off. The water flowing downstream will stand up in a mass."

				14 When the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carried the ark of the covenant ahead of the people. 15 Now the Jordan overflows its banks throughout the harvest season. But as soon as the priests carrying the ark reached the Jordan, their feet touched the water at its edge 16 and the water flowing downstream stood still, rising up in a mass that extended as far as p Adam, a city next to Zarethan. The water flowing downstream into the Sea of the •Arabah (the Dead Sea) was completely cut off, and the people crossed opposite Jericho. 17 The priests carrying the ark of the Lord's covenant stood firmly on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan, while all Israel crossed on dry ground until the entire nation had finished crossing the Jordan.

				

	

The Memorial Stones

				4 After the entire nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the Lord spoke to Joshua: 2 "Choose 12 men from the people, one man for each tribe, 3 and command them: Take 12 stones from this place in the middle of the Jordan where the priestsq are standing, carry them with you, and set them down at the place where you spend the night."

				4 So Joshua summoned the 12 men he had selected from the Israelites, one man for each tribe, 5 and said to them,"Go across to the ark of the Lord your God in the middle of the Jordan. Each of you lift a stone onto his shoulder, one for eachr of the Israelite tribes, 6 so that this will be a sign among you. In the future, when your children ask you, 'What do these stones mean to you? ' 7 you should tell them, 'The waters of the Jordan were cut off in front of the ark of the Lord's covenant. When it crossed the Jordan, the Jordan's waters were cut off.' Therefore these stones will always be a memorial for the Israelites."

				8 The Israelites did just as Joshua had commanded them. The 12 men took stones from the middle of the Jordan, one for eachs of the Israelite tribes, just as the Lord had told Joshua. They carried them to the camp and set them down there. 9 Joshua also set up 12 stones in the middlet of the Jordan where the priestsu who carried the ark of the covenant were standing. The stones are there to this day.

				10 The priests carrying the ark continued standing in the middle of the Jordan until everything was completed that the Lord had commanded Joshua to tell the people, in keeping with all that Moses had commanded Joshua. The people hurried across, 11 and after everyone had finished crossing, the priests with the ark of the Lord crossed in the sight of the people. 12 The Reubenites, Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh went in battle formation in front of the Israelites, as Moses had instructed them. 13 About 40,000 equipped for war crossed to the plains of Jericho in the Lord's presence.

				14 On that day the Lord exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel, and they revered him throughout his life, as they had revered Moses. 15 The Lord told Joshua, 16 "Command the priests who carry the ark of the •testimony to come up from the Jordan."

				17 So Joshua commanded the priests,"Come up from the Jordan." 18 When the priests carrying the ark of the Lord's covenant came up from the middle of the Jordan, and their feetv stepped out on solid ground, the waters of the Jordan resumed their course, flowing over all the banks as before.

				19 The people came up from the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and camped at Gilgal on the eastern limits of Jericho. 20 Then Joshua set up in Gilgal the 12 stones they had taken from the Jordan, 21 and he said to the Israelites,"In the future, when your children ask their fathers, 'What is the meaning of these stones? ' 22 you should tell your children, 'Israel crossed the Jordan on dry ground.'23 For the Lord your God dried up the waters of the Jordan before you until you had crossed over, just as the Lord your God did to the •Red Sea, which He dried up before us until we had crossed over. 24 This is so that all the people of the earth may know that the Lord's hand is mighty, and so that you may always •fear the Lord your God."

				A Principle to Live By - Family Memorials

				[image: Getz0211.png]

				#7 We should create unique and natural ways to review with our children and grandchildren how God has met our needs and blessed us as an extended family.

				The memorial stones gave the people of Israel a natural means to carry out the instructions God had given them prior to their entering Canaan:

				These words that I am giving you today are to be in your heart. Repeat them to your children. Talk about them when you sit in your house and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Bind them as a sign on your hand and let them be a symbol on your forehead. Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. (Dt 6:6-9)  (See Dt #11:Teachable Moments.)

				We all need reminders of what God has done for us, and as parents and grandparents we should review God's blessings with our children and grandchildren, particularly taking advantage of natural opportunities. The apostle Paul applied this specifically to fathers when he wrote that we are to bring up our children"in the training and instruction of the Lord" (Eph 6:4). He also used the fathering model in his personal ministry:

				As you know, like a father with his own children, we encouraged, comforted, and implored each one of you to walk worthy of God, who calls you into His own kingdom and glory. (1Th 2:11-12)  (See 1Th #3:God's Household Model.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some contemporary"memorial stones" we can have in our own home environments to help us remind our children that we worship God because He has provided us with spiritual and material blessings?

				

				

	

Circumcision of the Israelites

				5 When all the Amorite kings across the Jordan to the west and all the Canaanite kings near the sea heard how the Lord had dried up the waters of the Jordan before the Israelites until they had crossed over, they lost heart and their courage failedw because of the Israelites.

				2 At that time the Lord said to Joshua,"Make flint knives and circumcise the Israelite men again."3 So Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the Israelite men at Gibeath-haaraloth.x 4 This is the reason Joshua circumcised them: All the people who came out of Egypt who were males — all the men of war — had died in the wilderness along the way after they had come out of Egypt. 5 Though all the people who came out were circumcised, none of the people born in the wilderness along the way were circumcised after they had come out of Egypt. 6 For the Israelites wandered in the wilderness 40 years until all the nation's men of war who came out of Egypt had died off because they did not obey the Lord. So the Lord vowed never to let them see the land He had sworn to their fathers to give us, a land flowing with milk and honey. 7 Joshua raised up their sons in their place; it was these he circumcised. They were still uncircumcised, since they had not been circumcised along the way. 8 After the entire nation had been circumcised, they stayed where they were in the camp until they recovered.9 The Lord then said to Joshua,"Today I have rolled away the disgrace of Egypt from you." Therefore, that place is called Gilgal to this day.

				A Principle to Live By - Identification with Christ
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				#8 If we have put our faith in the Lord Jesus, we should be baptized to show that we have died with Christ and have been raised to a new life.

				God established circumcision as a special rite when He first called Abraham out of paganism and covenanted with him that He would bless this man with a land, a nation, and a special blessing (Gn 12:1-3). The land was Canaan! The nation was Israel! And the blessing was the Savior who would come into the world to die for the sins of all mankind! Circumcision was a"sign of the covenant" between God and Abraham and his offspring (Gn 17:11). It was to be a continual practice in Israel to remind God's people of His promises.  (See Gn #27:Obedience to God's Command.)

				Therefore, when the children of Israel entered Canaan, God instructed them to circumcise all the males in Israel, since those born in the wilderness had never had this experience. 

				In many respects, Christian baptism has replaced circumcision as a religious symbol. It is not a means of salvation since we are saved by faith alone (Rm 5:1; Eph 2:8-9). Rather, baptism is a symbolic representation of Christ's death and resurrection (Rm 6:1-5).  (See Rm #7: God's Free Gift; 1Sm #9:Misplaced Faith.)

				The main purpose of baptism is to remind all of us as Christians of our identification with Christ. However, it's also to be a witness to unbelievers, communicating to them that Jesus died and rose again and that by faith in Him they can be buried with Him and raised to new life. In order to obey God fully, every person who has received the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior should be baptized. Jesus commanded,

				Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. (Mt 28:19)

				Reflection and Response

				What would you say to a Christian who believes it's unnecessary to be baptized?  (See Mt #59:The Great Commission.)

				

				

	

Food from the Land

				10 While the Israelites camped at Gilgal on the plains of Jericho, they kept the •Passover on the evening of the fourteenth day of the month. 11 The day after Passover they ate unleavened bread and roasted grain from the produce of the land. 12 And the day after they ate from the produce of the land, the manna ceased. Since there was no more manna for the Israelites, they ate from the crops of the land of Canaan that year.

				A Principle to Live By - The Lord's Supper
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				#9 If we have received the Lord Jesus as Savior, we should remember His sacrificial death by participating regularly in communion. 

				While the children of Israel were still in Egyptian bondage, God instituted another remembrance of His love and grace. It was a Passover meal connected with Israel's deliverance from slavery. Moses wrote,

				This day is to be a memorial for you, and you must celebrate it as a festival to the Lord. You are to celebrate it throughout your generations as a permanent statute. (Ex 12:14) 

				When Jesus was eating the Passover meal with the apostles just before His death on the cross, He extended the significance of this religious meal into the life of the body of Christ, the church. As He broke the bread that evening with His followers and shared the cup with them, He demonstrated how His body would be bruised and His blood shed for the sins of the world."Do this," he said,"in remembrance of Me" (Lk 22:19).  (See Lk #46:The Lord's Supper.)

				For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes. (1Co 11:26)

				Down through church history, Christians have remembered the Lord with this ordinance. It has taken many forms, from a full meal to a token meal, but the form is not the central issue—the meaning is! The communion experience is a remembrance of Christ's death for each of us.  (See 1Co #24:Avoiding Favoritism.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can regular communion services provide parents with opportunities to explain what Jesus Christ has done for us on the cross?

				

				

	

Commander of the Lord's Army

				13 When Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a drawn sword in His hand. Joshua approached Him and asked,"Are You for us or for our enemies?"

				14 "Neither," He replied."I have now come as commander of the Lord's army."

				Then Joshua bowed with his face to the ground in worship and asked Him,"What does my Lord want to say to His servant?"

				15 The commander of the Lord's army said to Joshua,"Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy." And Joshua did so.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Holy God
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				#10 Even though we are able to enter God's awesome presence because of Christ's sacrificial death, we are to remember that we are worshiping a holy God.

				This awesome encounter was reminiscent of Moses' experience when God spoke to him from a burning bush. He told him to remove his sandals from his feet,"for the place where you are standing is holy ground" (Ex 3:5).

				Joshua's experience was similar. While he was preparing to attack Jericho, he encountered a man who identified Himself as"commander of the Lord's army" (Jos 5:14). Joshua immediately recognized God's presence and he"bowed with his face to the ground in worship." Many theologians see this as an Old Testament appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

				Today as followers of Christ, we stand on holy ground every moment of every day. Because of Jesus' shed blood that continues to cleanse us from all sin, we can walk with our heavenly Father and fellowship with Him, just as Adam and Eve did in the Garden of Eden before sin entered the world. However, God desires us continually to present our bodies to Him as"holy" and a"living sacrifice," which is our"spiritual worship" (Rm 12:1).  (See Rm #21:Christ-Centered Worship.)

				As obedient children, do not be conformed to the desires of your former ignorance. But as the One who called you is holy, you also are to be holy in all your conduct; for it is written, Be holy, because I am holy. (1Pt 1:14-16)  
(See 1Pt #3:Living Transformed Lives.)

				Reflection and Response

				What steps should we take as Christians to conform our lives more and more to God's holiness?  (See Eph #8 through #13)

				

				

	

The Conquest of Jericho

				6 Now Jericho was strongly fortified because of the Israelites — no one leaving or entering. 2 The Lord said to Joshua,"Look, I have handed Jericho, its king, and its fighting men over to you.3 March around the city with all the men of war, circling the city one time. Do this for six days. 4 Have seven priests carry seven ram's-horn trumpets in front of the ark. But on the seventh day, march around the city seven times, while the priests blow the trumpets.5 When there is a prolonged blast of the horn and you hear its sound, have all the people give a mighty shout. Then the city wall will collapse, and the people will advance, each man straight ahead."

				6 So Joshua son of Nun summoned the priests and said to them,"Take up the ark of the covenant and have seven priests carry seven trumpets in front of the ark of the Lord." 7 He said to the people,"Move forward, march around the city, and have the armed troops go ahead of the ark of the Lord."

				8 After Joshua had spoken to the people, seven priests carrying seven trumpets before the Lord moved forward and blew the trumpets; the ark of the Lord's covenant followed them. 9 While the trumpets were blowing, the armed troops went in front of the priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard went behind the ark. 10 But Joshua had commanded the people:"Do not shout or let your voice be heard. Don't let one word come out of your mouth until the time I say, 'Shout! ' Then you are to shout." 11 So the ark of the Lord was carried around the city, circling it once. They returned to the camp and spent the night there.y

				12 Joshua got up early the next morning. The priests took the ark of the Lord, 13 and the seven priests carrying seven trumpets marched in front of the ark of the Lord. While the trumpets were blowing, the armed troops went in front of them, and the rear guard went behind the ark of the Lord. 14 On the second day they marched around the city once and returned to the camp. They did this for six days.

				15 Early on the seventh day, they started at dawn and marched around the city seven times in the same way. That was the only day they marched around the city seven times. 16 After the seventh time, the priests blew the trumpets, and Joshua said to the people,"Shout! For the Lord has given you the city. 17 But the city and everything in it are •set apart to the Lord for destruction. Only Rahab the prostitute and everyone with her in the house will live, because she hid the menz we sent. 18 But keep yourselves from the things set apart, or you will be set apart for destruction. If you aa take any of those things, you will set apart the camp of Israel for destruction and bring disaster on it. 19 For all the silver and gold, and the articles of bronze and iron, are dedicated to the Lord and must go into the Lord's treasury."

				20 So the people shouted, and the trumpets sounded. When they heard the blast of the trumpet, the people gave a great shout, and the wall collapsed. The people advanced into the city, each man straight ahead, and they captured the city. 21 They •completely destroyed everything in the city with the sword — every man and woman, both young and old, and every ox, sheep, and donkey.

				

	

Rahab and Her Family Spared

				22 Joshua said to the two men who had scouted the land,"Go to the prostitute's house and bring the woman out of there, and all who are with her, just as you promised her."23 So the young men who had scouted went in and brought out Rahab and her father, mother, brothers, and all who belonged to her. They brought out her whole family and settled them outside the camp of Israel.

				24 They burned up the city and everything in it, but they put the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron into the treasury of the Lord's house. 25 However, Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, her father's household, and all who belonged to her, because she hid the men Joshua had sent to spy on Jericho, and she lives in Israel to this day.

				26 At that time Joshua imposed this curse:

				

				The man who undertakes

				the rebuilding of this city, Jericho,

				is cursed before the Lord.

				He will lay its foundation

				at the cost of his firstborn;

				he will set up its gates

				at the cost of his youngest.

				

				27 And the Lord was with Joshua, and his fame spread throughout the land.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Patience
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				#11 We should let people know that Jesus Christ has delayed His second coming and the judgment to follow so that people will have an opportunity to repent and be saved.

				God had been patient with the Canaanites' wickedness for centuries. We see this patience in what happened to the wicked people of Jericho. He gave them seven days to turn from their sins. In fact, on the seventh day He had the army of Israel circle the city seven times while the priests blasted a warning message with their trumpets (v. 20). As with those who lived in Noah's day, God's hand of punishment was not going to fall until He had given them fair warning. He also made provision for those like Rahab and her family who would repent. 

				The Lord's attitude toward sinful people has never changed. Peter stated God's compassion clearly and succinctly:

				Dear friends, don't let this one thing escape you: With the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. The Lord does not delay His promise, as some understand delay, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance. (2Pt 3:8-9) 

				Reflection and Response

				How should our understanding of God's redemptive plan and His patience with all people affect the way we live our lives as Christians?  (See 2Pt #6:Motivation to Holiness.)

				

				

	

Defeat at Ai

				7 The Israelites, however, were unfaithful regarding the things •set apart for destruction. Achan son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of what was set apart, and the Lord's anger burned against the Israelites.

				2 Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth-aven, east of Bethel, and told them,"Go up and scout the land." So the men went up and scouted Ai.

				3 After returning to Joshua they reported to him,"Don't send all the people, but send about 2,000 or 3,000ab men to attack Ai. Since the people of Ai are so few, don't wear out all our people there." 4 So about 3,000 menac went up there, but they fled from the men of Ai. 5 The men of Ai struck down about 36 of them and chased them from outside the gate to the quarries,ad striking them down on the descent. As a result, the people's hearts melted and became like water.

				A Principle to Live By - Seeking God's Will

				#12 We must avoid reverting to purely humanistic approaches when facing challenges in our lives.

				[image: Getz0216.png]

				When the walls fell at Jericho and the total population was destroyed, God was sending the message throughout this part of the world that He would no longer tolerate their sins. However, He was also sending a message to the Israelites themselves. They were victorious because God caused the wall to collapse (6:20). The supernatural elements made it possible for Israel to succeed. 

				Why didn't Joshua consult God regarding the next conquest? Had he done so, he may 
have discovered that Achan had violated His will (7:1). Furthermore, the children of Israel would probably have learned how to proceed. Instead, Joshua took the advice of the spies, which led to a military disaster.

				All of us are responsible to use the abilities God has given us, but as we do, we are to seek God's will for our lives in the good times and the bad, when things are going our way and when they're not. For spiritual leaders, this means consulting the Scriptures and teaching others what the Holy Spirit has revealed. Listen to Paul's challenge to Timothy:

				But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed. You know those who taught you, and you know that from childhood you have known the sacred Scriptures, which are able to give you wisdom for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. (2Tm 3:14-17)  (See 2Tm #8:Standing Firm on Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we use the abilities and wisdom God has given us responsibly and, at the same time, always rely on God's strength and wisdom?  (See Neh #3:Balancing the Divine and Human.)

				

				6 Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell before the ark of the Lord with his face to the ground until evening, as did the elders of Israel; they all put dust on their heads. 7 "Oh, Lord God," Joshua said,"why did You ever bring these people across the Jordan to hand us over to the Amorites for our destruction? If only we had been content to remain on the other side of the Jordan! 8 What can I say, Lord, now that Israel has turned its back and run from its enemies? 9 When the Canaanites and all who live in the land hear about this, they will surround us and wipe out our name from the earth. Then what will You do about Your great name?"

				10 The Lord then said to Joshua,"Stand up! Why are you on the ground?ae11 Israel has sinned. They have violated My covenant that I appointed for them. They have taken some of what was set apart. They have stolen, deceived, and put the things with their own belongings. 12 This is why the Israelites cannot stand against their enemies. They will turn their backs and run from their enemies, because they have been set apart for destruction. I will no longer be with you unless you remove from you what is set apart.

				A Principle to Live By - Acting Responsibly

				[image: Getz0217.png]

				#13 We are to take full responsibility for our human failures rather than blaming God.

				When the Israelites were defeated, Joshua and the elders of Israel were overwhelmed with fear. But rather than searching their own hearts and asking themselves what they had done, they complained to God for leading them into this place of defeat (v.7).

				The Lord's response reflected His impatience and anger. He made the reason for their defeat at Ai clear—"Israel has sinned" (vv. 10-11). God was telling Joshua that he needed to take responsibility for what had happened.  (See Jdg #11:Blaming God.)

				Joshua's irresponsible behavior has its roots in the Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve disobeyed God and sin entered the world. Their first reaction was to avoid taking responsibility for their actions. James addressed this human tendency:

				No one undergoing a trial should say,"I am being tempted by God." For God is not tempted by evil, and He Himself doesn't tempt anyone. But each person is tempted when he is drawn away and enticed by his own evil desires. (Jms 1:13-14)  (See Jms #4:Temptation and Rationalization.)

				Reflection and Response

				What is the difference between sharing our disappointments with the Lord and blaming Him for what is happening in our lives?  (See Hab #1:Unanswered Questions.)

				

				13 "Go and consecrate the people. Tell them to consecrate themselves for tomorrow, for this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: There are things that are set apart among you, Israel. You will not be able to stand against your enemies until you remove what is set apart. 14 In the morning you must present yourselves tribe by tribe. The tribe the Lord selects is to come forward clan by clan. The clan the Lord selects is to come forward family by family. The family the Lord selects is to come forward man by man. 15 The one who is caught with the things set apart must be burned,af along with everything he has, because he has violated the Lord's covenant and committed an outrage in Israel."

				A Principle to Live By - God's Compassion
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				#14 Though God must ultimately judge sin, we must understand that He is first and foremost a God of love and compassion.

				Why didn't the Lord just identify Achan? It appears there are two reasons. First, God wanted the children of Israel to observe the dramatic process and never to forget this tragic act of disobedience. As each lot fell and as each tribe, family, and household was identified, all of Israel would have a chance to think long and hard about the seriousness of violating God's commands. 

				Second, in His divine love and mercy, God was once again offering a way of escape to a man who had woefully disobeyed Him. Had Achan immediately confessed and truly repented of his sins, he and his whole household might have been spared! It would be consistent with God's nature to do this. God had given the people of Jericho seven days to repent as the armies of Israel marched around the city.  (Review Jos #11: God's Patience)

				When the author of Hebrews reflected on Israel's various failures, he warned all of us as Christians never to take advantage of God's grace:

				Watch out, brothers, so that there won't be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart that departs from the living God. But encourage each other daily, while it is still called today, so that none of you is hardened by sin's deception. (Heb 3:12-13; see also Heb 12:3-11.) 

				Reflection and Response

				How does this Old Testament event involving Achan correlate with what happened to Ananias and Sapphira?  (See Ac #9:Honesty and Integrity.)

				

				

	

Achan Judged

				16 Joshua got up early the next morning. He had Israel come forward tribe by tribe, and the tribe of Judah was selected. 17 He had the clans of Judah come forward, and the Zerahite clan was selected. He had the Zerahite clan come forward by heads of families,ag and Zabdi was selected. 18 He then had Zabdi's family come forward man by man, and Achan son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was selected.

				19 So Joshua said to Achan,"My son, give glory to the Lord, the God of Israel, and make a confession to Him.ah I urge you, tell me what you have done. Don't hide anything from me."

				20 Achan replied to Joshua,"It is true. I have sinned against the Lord, the God of Israel. This is what I did: 21 When I saw among the spoils a beautiful cloak from Babylon,ai 200 silver •shekels, and a bar of gold weighing 50 shekels, I coveted them and took them. You can see for yourself. They are concealed in the ground inside my tent, with the money under the cloak." 22 So Joshua sent messengers who ran to 
the tent, and there was the cloak, concealed in his tent, with the money underneath. 23 They took the things from inside the tent, brought them to Joshua and all the Israelites, and spread them out in the Lord's presence.

				24 Then Joshua and all Israel with him took Achan son of Zerah, the silver, the cloak, and the bar of gold, his sons and daughters, his ox, donkey, and sheep, his tent, and all that he had, and brought them up to the Valley of Achor. 25 Joshua said,"Why have you troubled us? Today the Lord will trouble you!" So all Israel stoned themaj to death. They burned their bodies,ak threw stones on them, 26 and raised over him a large pile of rocks that remains to this day. Then the Lord turned from His burning anger. Therefore that place is called the Valley of Achoral to this day.

				A Principle to Live By - Hurting Innocent People
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				#15 When we are tempted to deliberately and persistently violate God's will, we should consider how our sins will impact those closest to us.

				When Achan sinned by stealing and lying, what he did impacted all Israel. God could not allow this deliberate violation of His revealed will to go unpunished. Since the children of Israel were very prone to sin, God knew Israel needed this painful lesson.  (See Nm #28:Spiritual Maturity.)

				The apostle Paul made it clear that as Christians, we can make decisions that can bring negative results in our lives and in the lives of others, many of which are natural consequences. Conversely, we can make decisions that bring positive results:

				Don't be deceived: God is not mocked. For whatever a man sows he will also reap, because the one who sows to his flesh will reap corruption from the flesh, but the one who sows to the Spirit will reap eternal life from the Spirit. (Gl 6:7-8)  (See 1Sm #12:Lukewarm Christianity.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the ways parental sins impact children, and what corrective steps can we take, even when our sinful actions have already created negative consequences?  (See Gn #30:Sin's Consequences.)

				

				

	

Conquest of Ai

				8 The Lord said to Joshua,"Do not be afraid or discouraged. Take the whole military force with you and go attack Ai. Look, I have handed over to you the king of Ai, his people, city, and land.2 Treat Ai and its king as you did Jericho and its king; you may plunder its spoil and livestock for yourselves. Set an ambush behind the city."

				3 So Joshua and the whole military force set out to attack Ai. Joshua selected 30,000 fighting men and sent them out at night. 4 He commanded them:"Pay attention. Lie in ambush behind the city, not too far from it, and all of you be ready. 5 Then I and all the people who are with me will approach the city. When they come out against us as they did the first time, we will flee from them. 6 They will come after us until we have drawn them away from the city, for they will say, 'They are fleeing from us as before.' While we are fleeing from them,7 you are to come out of your ambush and seize the city, for the Lord your God has handed it over to you. 8 After taking the city, set it on fire. Follow the Lord's command — see that you do as I have ordered you." 9 So Joshua sent them out, and they went to the ambush site and waited between Bethel and Ai, to the west of Ai. But he spent that night with the troops.

				10 Joshua started early the next morning and mobilized them. Then he and the elders of Israel led the troops up to Ai. 11 All thoseam who were with him went up and approached the city, arriving opposite Ai, and camped to the north of it, with a valley between them and the city. 12 Now Joshua had taken about 5,000 men and set them in ambush between Bethel and Ai, to the west of the city. 13 The military force was stationed in this way: the mainan camp to the north of the city and its rear guard to the west of the city. And that night Joshua went into the valley.

				14 When the king of Ai saw the Israelites, the men of the city hurried and went out early in the morning so that he and all his people could engage Israel in battle at a suitable place facing the •Arabah. But he did not know there was an ambush waiting for him behind the city. 15 Joshua and all Israel pretended to be beaten back by them and fled toward the wilderness. 16 Then all the troops of Ai were summoned to pursue them, and they pursued Joshua and were drawn away from the city. 17 Not a man was left in Ai or Bethel who did not go out after Israel, leaving the city exposed while they pursued Israel.

				18 Then the Lord said to Joshua,"Hold out the sword in your hand toward Ai, for I will hand the city over to you." So Joshua held out his sword toward it. 19 When he held out his hand, the men in ambush rose quickly from their position. They ran, entered the city, captured it, and immediately set it on fire.

				20 The men of Ai turned and looked back, and smoke from the city was rising to the sky! They could not escape in any direction, and the troops who had fled to the wilderness now became the pursuers. 21 When Joshua and all Israel saw that the men in ambush had captured the city and that smoke was rising from it, they turned back and struck down the men of Ai. 22 Then men in ambush came out of the city against them, and the men of Ai were trapped between the Israelite forces, some on one side and some on the other. They struck them down until no survivor or fugitive remained, 23 but they captured the king of Ai alive and brought him to Joshua.

				24 When Israel had finished killing everyone living in Ai who had pursued them into the open country, and when every last one of them had fallen by the sword, all Israel returned to Ai and struck it down with the sword. 25 The total of those who fell that day, both men and women, was 12,000 — all the people of Ai. 26 Joshua did not draw back his hand that was holding the sword until all the inhabitants of Ai were •completely destroyed. 27 Israel plundered only the cattle and spoil of that city for themselves, according to the Lord's command that He had given Joshua.

				28 Joshua burned Ai and left it a permanent ruin, desolate to this day.29 He hungao the body of the king of Ai on a treeap until evening, and at sunset Joshua commanded that they take his body down from the tree. They threw it down at the entrance of the city gate and put a large pile of rocks over it, which remains to this day.

				A Principle to Live By - Forgiveness and Freedom
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				#16 Even though we fail God miserably, we should confess our sins, repent, and be restored to our heavenly Father.

				God had not forsaken His servant or His people. When the sin was identified and dealt with, God gave Israel victory over this pagan city. How does this Old Testament story of Achan apply to the church? Does God withhold His blessings because of secret sins among its members? We must once again differentiate between God's dealings with Israel and with the church. 

				God is never pleased with sin, but if secret sins caused God to withhold His blessings on the entire local community of believers, few churches would ever be an effective witness in the world. Furthermore, there will always be those who profess to follow Christ but who are not yet committed to walking in God's will.

				On the other hand, when church leaders tolerate and even promote open and flagrant sin among God's people, it will impact their witness for Christ. This is why Paul dealt so directly with the sins in the Corinthian church (1Co 5:9-12). His goal was not only purity in the church but restoration and forgiveness for the offending party. He made this very clear in his second letter (2Co 2:5-11).  (See 1Co #12: Church Discipline, Gl #11: The Process of Restoration; 2Co #4: Spiritual Restoration.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what practical ways can a local church have an open invitation to those who do not know Christ personally or even to those who profess to follow Christ but who are still carnal and sinful?

				

				

	

Renewed Commitment to the Law

				30 At that time Joshua built an altar on Mount Ebal to the Lord, the God of Israel, 31 just as Moses the Lord's servant had commanded the Israelites. He built it according to what is written in the book of the law of Moses: an altar of uncut stones on which no iron tool has been used. Then they offered •burnt offerings to the Lord and sacrificed •fellowship offerings on it. 32 There on the stones, Joshua copied the law of Moses, which he had written in the presence of the Israelites. 33 All Israel, foreigner and citizen alike, with their elders, officers, and judges, stood on either side of the ark of the Lord's covenant facing the Levitical priests who carried it. As Moses the Lord's servant had commanded earlier, half of them were in front of Mount Gerizim and half in front of Mount Ebal, to bless the people of Israel.34 Afterward, Joshua read aloud all the words of the law — the blessings as well as the curses — according to all that is written in the book of the law. 35 There was not a word of all that Moses had commanded that Joshua did not read before the entire assembly of Israel, including the women, the little children, and the foreigners who were with them.

				A Principle to Live By - Teaching God's Word
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				#17 Spiritual leaders should take advantage of opportunities to review and communicate God's Word when people are the most teachable.

				Both the defeat and the victory at Ai motivated Joshua to go back to God's basics—to do what God specifically told the children of Israel to do once they entered the land of Canaan (Dt 27:2). Evidently, Joshua had failed to follow through on this exhortation immediately after they crossed the Jordan.  (See Dt #28:God's Inscribed Word.)

				When crises happen in our lives and ministry—and they will—we have natural opportunities to review God's Word. Unfortunately, it often takes failure to get our attention. However, these are actually the most teachable moments.

				But there is an even more proactive lesson. God doesn't want us to wait for a crisis to motivate us to review His will for our lives and to model it for others. Paul wrote these very powerful and practical words to Timothy:

				Until I come, give your attention to public reading, exhortation, and teaching. (1Tm 4:13)  (See 1Tm #10:Modeling Godliness.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why are we as Christians so prone to wait for a crisis before we go back to the Scriptures for guidance and direction?  (See Ex #16:Short Memories.)

				

				

	

Deception by Gibeon

				9 When all the kings heard about Jericho and Ai, those who were west of the Jordan in the hill country, in the Judean foothills,aq and all along the coast of the Mediterranean Sea toward Lebanon — the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites — 2 they formed a unified alliance to fight against Joshua and Israel.

				3 When the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and Ai,4 they acted deceptively. They gathered provisions ar and took worn-out sacks on their donkeys and old wineskins, cracked and mended. 5 They wore old, patched sandals on their feet and threadbare clothing on their bodies. Their entire provision of bread was dry and crumbly. 6 They went to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal and said to him and the men of Israel,"We have come from a distant land. Please make a treaty with us."

				7 The men of Israel replied to the Hivites,"Perhaps you live among us. How can we make a treaty with you?"

				8 They said to Joshua,"We are your servants."

				Then Joshua asked them,"Who are you and where do you come from?"

				9 They replied to him,"Your servants have come from a far away land because of the reputation of the Lord your God. For we have heard of His fame, and all that He did in Egypt, 10 and all that He did to the two Amorite kings beyond the Jordan — Sihon king of Heshbon and Og king of Bashan, who was in Ashtaroth. 11 So our elders and all the inhabitants of our land told us, 'Take provisions with you for the journey; go and meet them and say,"We are your servants. Please make a treaty with us." ' 12 This bread of ours was warm when we took it from our houses as food on the day we left to come to you. But take a look, it is now dry and crumbly. 13 These wineskins were new when we filled them, but look, they are cracked. And these clothes and sandals of ours are worn out from the extremely long journey." 14 Then the men of Israel took some of their provisions, but did not seek the Lord's counsel. 15 So Joshua established peace with them and made a treaty to let them live, and the leaders of the community swore an oath to them.

				A Principle to Live By - Satanic Deception
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				#18 We must be on guard against Satan, the father of liars.

				Joshua had just reviewed the law of God for all the children of Israel. Everything seemed to be in order to move forward victoriously. And then it happened. Joshua was caught off guard, failed to seek God's counsel, and fell prey to the Gibeonite deception. 

				Satan at times camouflages his roar with gentle, sweet, and subtle words—a ploy that worked on Joshua. The Gibeonites knew God had instructed the children of Israel to be merciful to those people who lived beyond the borders of Canaan (Dt 20:10-12). This is why they feigned having come"from a far away land" (Jos 9:9). In this sense, they used God's words to deceive Joshua. 

				We must all realize that Satan is a subtle enemy, and lying is one of his common tactics. One of his most deceptive schemes is to use God's Word to achieve his insidious goals. This is exactly the way he tempted Jesus in the wilderness (Mt 4:1-11).

				When Jesus was confronting the unbelieving Pharisees, He described the Devil and his strategies: 

				You are of your father the Devil, and you want to carry out your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning and has not stood in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he tells a lie, he speaks from his own nature, because he is a liar and the father of liars. (Jn 8:44)

				The apostle Peter warned us against Satan's tactics in no uncertain terms:

				Be serious! Be alert! Your adversary the Devil is prowling around like a roaring lion, looking for anyone he can devour. (1Pt 5:8)  (See 1Pt #12:Resisting Satan.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the ways all of us can fall prey to Satan's schemes, and more importantly, how can we avoid this kind of deception? (See Eph 6:11-18.)  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				

				

	

Gibeon's Deception Discovered

				16 Three days after making the treaty with them, they heard that the Gibeonites were their neighbors, living among them. 17 So the Israelites set out and reached the Gibeonite cities on the third day. Now their cities were Gibeon, Chephirah, Beeroth, and Kiriath-jearim. 18 But the Israelites did not attack them, because the leaders of the community had sworn an oath to them by the Lord, the God of Israel. Then the whole community grumbled against the leaders.

				19 All the leaders answered them,"We have sworn an oath to them by the Lord, the God of Israel, and now we cannot touch them. 20 This is how we will treat them: we will let them live, so that no wrath will fall on us because of the oath we swore to them." 21 They also said,"Let them live." So the Gibeonites became woodcutters and water carriers for the whole community, as the leaders had promised them.

				22 Joshua summoned the Gibeonites and said to them,"Why did you deceive us by telling us you live far away from us, when in fact you live among us? 23 Therefore you are cursed and will always be slaves — woodcutters and water carriers for the house of my God."

				24 The Gibeonites answered him,"It was clearly communicated to your servants that the Lord your God had commanded His servant Moses to give you all the land and to destroy all the inhabitants of the land before you. We greatly feared for our lives because of you, and that is why we did this. 25 Now we are in your hands. Do to us whatever you think is right."as26 This is what Joshua did to them: he delivered them from the hands of the Israelites, and they did not kill them. 27 On that day he made them woodcutters and water carriers — as they are today — for the community and for the Lord's altar at the place He would choose.

				A Principle to Live By - Handling Mistakes
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				#19 There are times we must live with our mistakes, accepting the fact that we cannot correct something we did wrong by making another wrong decision.

				Joshua and his advisers had made a decision they could not reverse. This decision involved God—His name and His reputation. If the children of Israel had broken their oath with the Gibeonites, they would have brought the name of the God of Israel under contempt among the Canaanites. Though Joshua and all Israel sinned in allowing themselves to be deceived, to break the covenant would have compounded the sin (Ex 20:7; Lv 19:12). 

				Most of our mistakes today can be undone, but there are some that we cannot undo without violating God's will a second time. For example, when a Christian marries a non-Christian, the fact that it's a mixed marriage between a believer and an unbeliever is not a valid reason for divorce (Mt 5:31-32; 1Co 7:10-16). Like the children of Israel and the Gibeonites, a husband and wife in a mixed marriage are to live together in a God-honoring way. We hope, of course, that the unbelieving partner will eventually come to know God personally through the Lord Jesus Christ. However, we have no guarantee that this will ever happen and we must be prepared to love that person as Christ loved us until death separates us. 

				Before we make this kind of decision, we must take Paul's words seriously, being aware that we can also be deceived:

				Do not be mismatched with unbelievers. For what partnership is there between righteousness and lawlessness? Or what fellowship does light have with darkness? (2Co 6:14)  (See Mal #3:Marital Faithfulness.)

				Reflection and Response

				What kind of mistakes can be undone, and what biblical principles should guide us in undoing these mistakes?  (See Nm #22:Inappropriate Human Effort.)

				

				

	

The Day the Sun Stood Still

				10 Now Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem heard that Joshua had captured Ai and •completely destroyed it, treating Ai and its king as he had Jericho and its king, and that the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel and were living among them. 2 So Adoni-zedek and his people were at greatly alarmed because Gibeon was a large city like one of the royal cities; it was larger than Ai, and all its men were warriors. 3 Therefore Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem sent word to Hoham king of Hebron, Piram king of Jarmuth, Japhia king of Lachish, and Debir king of Eglon, saying, 4 "Come up and help me. We will attack Gibeon, because they have made peace with Joshua and the Israelites." 5 So the five Amorite kings — the kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon — joined forces, advanced with all their armies, besieged Gibeon, and fought against it.

				6 Then the men of Gibeon sent word to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal:"Don't abandonau your servants. Come quickly and save us! Help us, for all the Amorite kings living in the hill country have joined forces against us." 7 So Joshua and his whole military force, including all the fighting men, came from Gilgal.

				8 The Lord said to Joshua,"Do not be afraid of them, for I have handed them over to you. Not one of them will be able to stand against you."

				9 So Joshua caught them by surprise, after marching all night from Gilgal. 10 The Lord threw them into confusion before Israel. He defeated them in a great slaughter at Gibeon, chased them through the ascent of Beth-horon, and struck them down as far as Azekah and Makkedah. 11 As they fled before Israel, the Lord threw large hailstones on them from the sky along the descent of Beth-horon all the way to Azekah, and they died. More of them died from the hail than the Israelites killed with the sword.

				12 On the day the Lord gave the Amorites over to the Israelites, Joshua spoke to the Lord in the presence of Israel:

				

				"Sun, stand still over Gibeon,

				and moon, over the Valley of Aijalon."

				13 And the sun stood still

				and the moon stopped

				until the nation took vengeance on its enemies.

				

				Isn't this written in the Book of Jashar?av

				

				So the sun stopped

				in the middle of the sky

				and delayed its setting

				almost a full day.

				

				14 There has been no day like it before or since, when the Lord listened to the voice of a man, because the Lord fought for Israel.15 Then Joshua and all Israel with him returned to the camp at Gilgal.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Sovereign Ways
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				#20 Even though we make mistakes, we are to be encouraged that God can still achieve His divine and sovereign purposes in and through our lives.

				After Israel had"sworn an oath" to the Gibeonites (9:19), they had to honor this covenant in order to honor God's holy name. In the meantime, five kings of the Canaanites felt threatened by the Gibeonite strategy and decided to attack their cities (10:3-4). God used this inappropriate covenant with the Gibeonites to allow Israel to defeat these five kings. Only a sovereign and all-powerful God can take a wrong decision and cause good to come out of it. 

				This happened in Joseph's life. His brothers had committed a serious crime against him and against the Lord by selling him into slavery. After their father, Jacob, died, they forged a message supposedly coming from their father asking Joseph to forgive them. By that time, Joseph had come to understand God's sovereign ways. He called them all together and reassured them with these words:

				Don't be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You planned evil against me; God planned it for good to bring about the present result—the survival of many people. (Gn 50:19-20) 

				The Gibeonite deception is another dramatic illustration in the Old Testament of the truth in Romans 8:28:

				We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God: those who are called according to His purpose.  (See Gn #70:Understanding God's Purpose.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though the truth in this principle is encouraging, in what ways must we be on guard against justifying our sinful decisions?  (See 1Sm #23:Self-Justification; Jr #5: Living in Denial.)

				

				

	

Execution of the Five Kings

				16 Now the five defeated kings had fled and hidden themselves in the cave at Makkedah. 17 It was reported to Joshua:"The five kings have been found; they are hiding in the cave at Makkedah."

				18 Joshua said,"Roll large stones against the mouth of the cave, and station men by it to guard the kings. 19 But as for the rest of you, don't stay there. Pursue your enemies and attack them from behind. Don't let them enter their cities, for the Lord your God has handed them over to you." 20 So Joshua and the Israelites finished inflicting a terrible slaughter on them until they were destroyed, although a few survivors ran away to the fortified cities. 21 The people returned safely to Joshua in the camp at Makkedah. And no one dared to threatenaw the Israelites.

				22 Then Joshua said,"Open the mouth of the cave, and bring those five kings to me out of there." 23 That is what they did. They brought the five kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon to Joshua out of the cave. 24 When they had brought the kings to him, Joshua summoned all the men of Israel and said to the military commanders who had accompanied him,"Come here and put your feet on the necks of these kings." So the commanders came forward and put their feet on their necks. 25 Joshua said to them,"Do not be afraid or discouraged. Be strong and courageous, for the Lord will do this to all the enemies you fight."

				26 After this, Joshua struck them down and executed them. He hungax their bodies on five treesay and they were there until evening. 27 At sunset Joshua commanded that they be taken down from the treesaz and thrown into the cave where they had hidden. Then large stones were placed against the mouth of the cave, and the stones are there to this day.

				

	

Conquest of Southern Cities

				28 On that day Joshua captured Makkedah and struck it down with the sword, including its king. He completely destroyed it ba and everyone in it, leaving no survivors. So he treated the king of Makkedah as he had the king of Jericho.

				29 Joshua and all Israel with him crossed from Makkedah to Libnah and fought against Libnah. 30 The Lord also handed it and its king over to Israel. He struck it down, putting everyone in it to the sword, and left no survivors in it. He treated Libnah's king as he had the king of Jericho.

				31 From Libnah, Joshua and all Israel with him crossed to Lachish. They laid siege to it and attacked it. 32 The Lord handed Lachish over to Israel, and Joshua captured it on the second day. He struck it down, putting everyone in it to the sword, just as he had done to Libnah. 33 At that time Horam king of Gezer went to help Lachish, but Joshua struck him down along with his people, leaving no survivors in it.

				34 Then Joshua crossed from Lachish to Eglon and all Israel with him. They laid siege to it and attacked it. 35 On that day they captured it and struck it down, putting everyone in it to the sword. He completely destroyed it that day, just as he had done to Lachish.

				36 Next, Joshua and all Israel with him went up from Eglon to Hebron and attacked it. 37 They captured it and struck down its king, all its villages, and everyone in it with the sword. He left no survivors, just as he had done at Eglon. He completely destroyed Hebron and everyone in it.

				38 Finally, Joshua turned toward Debir and attacked it. And all Israel was with him. 39 He captured it — its king and all its villages. They struck them down with the sword and completely destroyed everyone in it, leaving no survivors. He treated Debir and its king as he had treated Hebron and as he had treated Libnah and its king.

				40 So Joshua conquered the whole region — the hill country, the •Negev, the Judean foothills,bb and the slopes — with all their kings, leaving no survivors. He completely destroyed every living being, as the Lord, the God of Israel, had commanded. 41 Joshua conquered everyone from Kadesh-barnea to Gaza, and all the land of Goshen as far as Gibeon. 42 Joshua captured all these kings and their land in one campaign,bc because the Lord, the God of Israel, fought for Israel. 43 Then Joshua returned with all Israel to the camp at Gilgal.

				

	

Conquest of Northern Cities

				11 When Jabin king of Hazor heard this news, he sent a message to:

				

				Jobab king of Madon,

				the kings of Shimron and Achshaph,

				2 and the kings of the north in the hill country,

				the •Arabah south of Chinnereth,

				the Judean foothills,bd

				and the Slopes of Dorbe to the west,

				3 the Canaanites in the east and west,

				the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites,

				and Jebusites in the hill country,

				and the Hivites at the foot of Hermon

				in the land of Mizpah.

				

				4 They went out with all their armies — a multitude as numerous as the sand on the seashore — along with a vast number of horses and chariots. 5 All these kings joined forces; they came together and camped at the waters of Merom to attack Israel.

				6 The Lord said to Joshua,"Do not be afraid of them, for at this time tomorrow I will cause all of them to be killed before Israel. You are to hamstring their horses and burn up their chariots." 7 So Joshua and his whole military force surprised them at the waters of Merom and attacked them. 8 The Lord handed them over to Israel, and they struck them down, pursuing them as far as Great Sidon and Misrephoth-maim, and to the east as far as the Valley of Mizpeh. They struck them down, leaving no survivors. 9 Joshua treated them as the Lord had told him; he hamstrung their horses and burned up their chariots.

				10 At that time Joshua turned back, captured Hazor, and struck down its king with the sword, because Hazor had formerly been the leader of all these kingdoms. 11 They struck down everyone in it with the sword, •completely destroying them; he left no one alive. Then he burned down Hazor.

				12 Joshua captured all these kings and their cities and struck them down with the sword. He completely destroyed them, as Moses the Lord's servant had commanded. 13 However, Israel did not burn any of the cities that stood on their mounds except Hazor, which Joshua burned. 14 The Israelites plundered all the spoils and cattle of these cities for themselves. But they struck down every person with the sword until they had annihilated them, leaving no one alive. 15 Just as the Lord had commanded His servant Moses, Moses commanded Joshua. That is what Joshua did, leaving nothing undone of all that the Lord had commanded Moses.

				

	

Summary of Conquests

				16 So Joshua took all this land — the hill country, all the •Negev, all the land of Goshen, the foothills,bf the Arabah, and the hill country of Israel with its foothillsbg — 17 from Mount Halak, which ascends to Seir, as far as Baal-gad in the Valley of Lebanon at the foot of Mount Hermon. He captured all their kings and struck them down, putting them to death. 18 Joshua waged war with all these kings for a long time. 19 No city made peace with the Israelites except the Hivites who inhabited Gibeon; all of them were taken in battle. 20 For it was the Lord's intention to harden their hearts, so that they would engage Israel in battle, be completely destroyed without mercy, and be annihilated, just as the Lord had commanded Moses.

				21 At that time Joshua proceeded to exterminate the Anakim from the hill country — Hebron, Debir, Anab — all the hill country of Judah and of Israel. Joshua completely destroyed them with their cities. 22 No Anakim were left in the land of the Israelites, except for some remaining in Gaza, Gath, and Ashdod.

				23 So Joshua took the entire land, in keeping with all that the Lord had told Moses. Joshua then gave it as an inheritance to Israel according to their tribal allotments. After this, the land had rest from war.

				

	

Territory East of the Jordan

				12 The Israelites struck down the following kings of the land and took possession of their land beyond the Jordan to the east and from the Arnon Valley to Mount Hermon, including all the •Arabah eastward:

				

				2 Sihon king of the Amorites lived in Heshbon. He ruled over the territory from Aroer on the rim of the Arnon Valley, along the middle of the valley, and half of Gilead up to the Jabbok River (the border of the Ammonites), 3 the Arabah east of the Sea of Chinnereth to the Sea of the Arabah (that is, the Dead Sea), eastward through Beth-jeshimoth and southwardbh below the slopes of Pisgah.

				

				4 Og bi king of Bashan, of the remnant of the Rephaim, lived in Ashtaroth and Edrei. 5 He ruled over Mount Hermon, Salecah, all Bashan up to the Geshurite and Maacathite border, and half of Gilead to the border of Sihon, king of Heshbon.

				

				6 Moses the Lord's servant and the Israelites struck them down. And Moses the Lord's servant gave their land as an inheritance to the Reubenites, Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh.

				

	

Territory West of the Jordan

				7 Joshua and the Israelites struck down the following kings of the land beyond the Jordan to the west, from Baal-gad in the Valley of Lebanon to Mount Halak, which ascends toward Seir (Joshua gave their land as an inheritance to the tribes of Israel according to their allotments: 8 the hill country, the Judean foothills,bj the Arabah, the slopes, the desert, and the •Negev of the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites):

				

				9 the king of Jerichoone

				the king of Ai, which is next to Bethelone

				10 the king of Jerusalemone

				the king of Hebronone

				11 the king of Jarmuthone

				the king of Lachishone

				12 the king of Eglonone

				the king of Gezerone

				13 the king of Debirone

				the king of Gederone

				14 the king of Hormahone

				the king of Aradone

				15 the king of Libnahone

				the king of Adullamone

				16 the king of Makkedahone

				the king of Bethelone

				17 the king of Tappuahone

				the king of Hepherone

				18 the king of Aphekone

				the king of Lasharonone

				19 the king of Madonone

				the king of Hazorone

				20 the king of Shimron-meronone

				the king of Achshaphone

				21 the king of Taanachone

				the king of Megiddoone

				22 the king of Kedeshone

				the king of Jokneam in Carmelone

				23 the king of Dor in Naphath-dorbkone

				the king of Goiim in Gilgal blone

				24 the king of Tirzahone

				the total number of all kings:31.

				

	

Unconquered Lands

				13 Joshua was now old, getting on in years, and the Lord said to him,"You have become old, getting on in years, but a great deal of the land remains to be possessed. 2 This is the land that remains:

				

				All the districts of the Philistines and the Geshurites: 3 from the Shihor east of Egypt to the border of Ekron on the north (considered to be Canaanite territory) — the five Philistine rulers of Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Gath, and Ekron, as well as the Avvites 4 in the south; all the land of the Canaanites: from Arah of the Sidonians to Aphek and as far as the border of the Amorites; 5 the land of the Gebalites; and all Lebanon east from Baal-gad below Mount Hermon to the entrance of Hamathbm — 6 all the inhabitants of the hill country from Lebanon to Misrephoth-maim, all the Sidonians.

				

				I will drive them out before the Israelites, only distribute the land as an inheritance for Israel, as I have commanded you. 7 Therefore, divide this land as an inheritance to the nine tribes and half the tribe of Manasseh."

				

	

The Inheritance East of the Jordan

				8 With the other half of the tribe, the Reubenites and Gadites had received the inheritance Moses gave them beyond the Jordan to the east, just as Moses the Lord's servant had given them:

				

				9 From Aroer on the rim of the Arnon Valley, along with the city in the middle of the valley, all the Medeba plateau as far as Dibon, 10 and all the cities of Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, to the border of the Ammonites; 11 also Gilead and the territory of the Geshurites and Maacathites, all Mount Hermon, and all Bashan to Salecah — 12 the whole kingdom of Og in Bashan, who reigned in Ashtaroth and Edrei; he was one of the remaining Rephaim.

				

				Moses struck them down and drove them out, 13 but the Israelites did not drive out the Geshurites and Maacathites. So Geshur and Maacath live in Israel to this day.

				14 He did not give any inheritance to the tribe of Levi. This was its inheritance, just as He had promised: the offerings made by fire to the Lord, the God of Israel.

				

	

Reuben's Inheritance

				15 To the tribe of the Reubenites by their clans, Moses gave 16 this as their territory:

				

				From Aroer on the rim of the Arnon Valley, along with the city in the middle of the valley, to the whole plateau as far as bn Medeba, 17 with Heshbon and all its cities on the plateau — Dibon, Bamoth-baal, Beth-baal-meon, 18 Jahaz, Kedemoth, Mephaath, 19 Kiriathaim, Sibmah, Zereth-shahar on the hill in the valley, 20 Beth-peor, the slopes of Pisgah, and Beth-jeshimoth — 21 all the cities of the plateau, and all the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon. Moses had killed him and the chiefs of Midian — Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba — the princes of Sihon who lived in the land. 22 Along with those the Israelites put to death, they also killed the diviner, Balaam son of Beor, with the sword.

				

				23 The border of the Reubenites was the Jordan and its plain. This was the inheritance of the Reubenites by their clans, with the cities and their villages.

				

	

Gad's Inheritance

				24 To the tribe of the Gadites by their clans, Moses gave 25 this as their territory:

				

				Jazer and all the cities of Gilead, and half the land of the Ammonites to Aroer, near Rabbah; 26 from Heshbon to Ramath-mizpeh and Betonim, and from Mahanaim to the border of Debir;bo 27 in the valley: Beth-haram, Beth-nimrah, Succoth, and Zaphon — the rest of the kingdom of Sihon king of Heshbon. Their land also included the Jordan and its territory as far as the edge of the Sea of Chinnereth on the east side of the Jordan.bp

				

				28 This was the inheritance of the Gadites by their clans, with the cities and their villages.

				

	

East Manasseh's Inheritance

				29 And to half the tribe of Manasseh, that is, to half the tribe of Manasseh's descendants by their clans, Moses gave 30 this as their territory:

				

				From Mahanaim through all Bashan — all the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, including all of Jair's Villagesbq that are in Bashan — 60 cities. 31 But half of Gilead, and Og's royal cities in Bashan — Ashtaroth and Edrei — are for the descendants of Machir son of Manasseh, that is, half the descendants of Machir by their clans.

				

				32 These were the portions Moses gave them on the plains of Moab beyond the Jordan east of Jericho. 33 But Moses did not give a portion to the tribe of Levi. The Lord, the God of Israel, was their inheritance, just as He had promised them.

				

	

Israel's Inheritance in Canaan

				14 The Israelites received these portions that Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun, and the heads of the families of the Israelite tribes gave them in the land of Canaan. 2 Their inheritance was by lot as the Lord commanded through Moses for the nine and a half tribes, 3 because Moses had given the inheritance to the two and a half tribes beyond the Jordan. But he gave no inheritance among them to the Levites. 4 The descendants of Joseph became two tribes, Manasseh and Ephraim. No portion of the land was given to the Levites except cities to live in, along with pasturelands for their cattle and livestock. 5 So the Israelites did as the Lord commanded Moses, and they divided the land.

				

	

Caleb's Inheritance

				6 The descendants of Judah approached Joshua at Gilgal, and Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him,"You know what the Lord promised Moses the man of God at Kadesh-barnea about you and me.7 I was 40 years old when Moses the Lord's servant sent me from Kadesh-barnea to scout the land, and I brought back an honest report.8 My brothers who went with me caused the people's hearts to melt with fear, but I remained loyal to the Lord my God.9 On that day Moses promised me: 'The land where you have set foot will be an inheritance for you and your descendants forever, because you have remained loyal to the Lord my God.'

				10 "As you see, the Lord has kept me alive these 45 years as He promised, since the Lord spoke this word to Moses while Israel was journeying in the wilderness. Here I am today, 85 years old. 11 I am still as strong today as I was the day Moses sent me out. My strength for battle and for daily tasksbr is now as it was then. 12 Now give me this hill country the Lord promised me on that day, because you heard then that the Anakim are there, as well as large fortified cities. Perhaps the Lord will be with me and I will drive them out as the Lord promised."

				13 Then Joshua blessed Caleb son of Jephunneh and gave him Hebron as an inheritance.14 Therefore, Hebron belongs to Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite as an inheritance to this day, because he remained loyal to the Lord, the God of Israel. 15 Hebron's name used to be Kiriath-arba; Arba was the greatest man among the Anakim. After this, the land had rest from war.

				A Principle to Live By - Rewards for Faithfulness

				[image: Getz0225.png]

				#21 We are to serve God diligently, remembering that He will never forget our faithfulness.

				When the land of Canaan was divided among the tribes of Israel, we once again encounter Caleb. He remembered the promise God had made to him 45 years earlier (Dt 1:34-36). Joshua blessed Caleb and gave him the land God had pledged him for an inheritance. God definitely honors faithfulness, under both the old and the new covenants. The author of Hebrews wrote,

				For God is not unjust; He will not forget your work and the love you showed for His name when you served the saints—and you continue to serve them. (Heb 6:10)  (See 1Co #8:The True Foundation.)

				Does this mean that God will honor believers with earthly blessings as He did Caleb? God may, and He sometimes does! But our most important inheritance is heavenly, not earthly. This is what Paul had in mind when he wrote from a prison cell in Rome:

				When you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and when you believed in Him, you were also sealed with the promised Holy Spirit. He is the down payment of our inheritance, for the redemption of the possession, to the praise of His glory. (Eph 1:13-14; see also Eph 1:3.)

				For me, living is Christ and dying is gain. Now if I live on in the flesh, this means fruitful work for me; and I don't know which one I should choose. I am pressured by both. I have the desire to depart and be with Christ—which is far better. (Php 1:21-23) 

				Reflection and Response

				Though God does at times reward faithfulness in the here and now with material blessings, why is it important to keep our focus on eternal rewards?  (See Dn #13:Eternal Rewards.)

				

				

	

Judah's Inheritance

				15 Now the allotment for the tribe of the descendants of Judah by their clans was in the southernmost region, south to the Wilderness of Zin and over to the border of Edom.

				

				2 Their southern border began at the tip of the Dead Sea on the south baybs 3 and went south of the Ascent of Akrabbim,bt proceeded to Zin, ascended to the south of Kadesh-barnea, passed Hezron, ascended to Addar, and turned to Karka. 4 It proceeded to Azmon and to the Brook of Egypt and so the border ended at the Mediterranean Sea. This is your bu southern border.

				

				5 Now the eastern border was along the Dead Sea to the mouth of the Jordan.

				

				The border on the north side was from the bay of the sea at the mouth of the Jordan. 6 It ascended to Beth-hoglah, proceeded north of Beth-arabah, and ascended to the Stone of Bohan son of Reuben. 7 Then the border ascended to Debir from the Valley of Achor, turning north to the Gilgal that is opposite the Ascent of Adummim, which is south of the ravine. The border proceeded to the waters of En-shemesh and ended at En-rogel. 8 From there the border ascended the Valley of Hinnom to the southern Jebusite slope (that is, Jerusalem) and ascended to the top of the hill that faces the Valley of Hinnom on the west, at the northern end of the Valley of Rephaim. 9 From the top of the hill the border curved to the spring of the Waters of Nephtoah, went to the cities of Mount Ephron, and then curved to Baalah (that is, Kiriath-jearim). 10 The border turned westward from Baalah to Mount Seir, went to the northern slope of Mount Jearim (that is, Chesalon), descended to Beth-shemesh, and proceeded to Timnah. 11 Then the border reached to the slope north of Ekron, curved to Shikkeron, proceeded to Mount Baalah, went to Jabneel, and ended at the Mediterranean Sea.

				

				12 Now the western border was the coastline of the Mediterranean Sea.

				

				This was the boundary of the descendants of Judah around their clans.

				

	

Caleb and Othniel

				13 He gave Caleb son of Jephunneh the following portion among the descendants of Judah based on the Lord's instruction to Joshua: Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron; Arba was the father of Anak). 14 Caleb drove out from there the three sons of Anak: Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai, descendants of Anak. 15 From there he marched against the inhabitants of Debir whose name used to be Kiriath-sepher, 16 and Caleb said,"I will give my daughter Achsah as a wife to the one who strikes down and captures Kiriath-sepher." 17 So Othniel son of Caleb's brother, Kenaz, captured it, and Caleb gave his daughter Achsah to him as a wife. 18 When she arrived, she persuaded Othniel to ask her father for a field. As she got off her donkey, Caleb asked her,"What do you want?" 19 She replied,"Give me a blessing. Since you have given me land in the •Negev, give me the springs of water also." So he gave her the upper and lower springs.

				

	

Judah's Cities

				20 This was the inheritance of the tribe of the descendants of Judah by their clans.

				

				21 These were the outermost cities of the tribe of the descendants of Judah toward the border of Edom in the Negev: Kabzeel, Eder, Jagur, 22 Kinah, Dimonah, Adadah, 23 Kedesh, Hazor, Ithnan, 24 Ziph, Telem, Bealoth, 25 Hazor-hadattah, Kerioth-hezron (that is, Hazor), 26 Amam, Shema, Moladah, 27 Hazar-gaddah, Heshmon, Beth-pelet, 28 Hazar-shual, Beer-sheba, Biziothiah, 29 Baalah, Iim, Ezem, 30 Eltolad, Chesil, Hormah, 31 Ziklag, Madmannah, Sansannah, 32 Lebaoth, Shilhim, Ain, and Rimmon — 29 cities in all, with their villages.

				

				33 In the Judean foothills:bv Eshtaol, Zorah, Ashnah, 34 Zanoah, En-gannim, Tappuah,bw Enam, 35 Jarmuth, Adullam, Socoh,bx Azekah, 36 Shaaraim, Adithaim, Gederah, and Gederothaim — 14 cities, with their villages; 37 Zenan, Hadashah, Migdal-gad, 38 Dilan, Mizpeh, Jokthe-el, 39 Lachish, Bozkath, Eglon, 40 Cabbon, Lahmam, Chitlish, 41 Gederoth, Beth-dagon, Naamah, and Makkedah — 16 cities, with their villages; 42 Libnah, Ether, Ashan, 43 Iphtah, Ashnah, Nezib, 44 Keilah, Achzib, and Mareshah — nine cities, with their villages; 45 Ekron, with its towns and villages; 46 from Ekron to the sea, all the cities near Ashdod, with their villages; 47 Ashdod, with its towns and villages; Gaza, with its towns and villages, to the Brook of Egypt and the coastline of the Mediterranean Sea.

				

				48 In the hill country: Shamir, Jattir, Socoh, 49 Dannah, Kiriath-sannah (that is, Debir), 50 Anab, Eshtemoh, Anim, 51 Goshen, Holon, and Giloh — 11 cities, with their villages; 52 Arab, Dumah, by Eshan, 53 Janim, Beth-tappuah, Aphekah, 54 Humtah, Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron), and Zior — nine cities, with their villages; 55 Maon, Carmel, Ziph, Juttah, 56 Jezreel, Jokdeam, Zanoah, 57 Kain, Gibeah, and Timnah — 10 cities, with their villages; 58 Halhul, Beth-zur, Gedor, 59 Maarath, Beth-anoth, and Eltekon — six cities, with their villages; bz 60 Kiriath-baal (that is, Kiriath-jearim), and Rabbah — two cities, with their villages.

				

				61 In the wilderness: Beth-arabah, Middin, Secacah, 62 Nibshan, the City of Salt,ca and En-gedi — six cities, with their villages.

				

				63 But the descendants of Judah could not drive out the Jebusites who lived in Jerusalem. So the Jebusites live in Jerusalem among the descendants of Judah to this day.

				

	

Joseph's Inheritance

				16 The allotment for the descendants of Joseph went from the Jordan at Jericho to the waters of Jericho on the east, through the wilderness ascending from Jericho into the hill country of Bethel. 2 From Bethel it went to Luz and proceeded to the border of the Archites by Ataroth. 3 It then descended westward to the border of the Japhletites as far as the border of lower Beth-horon, then to Gezer, and ended at the Mediterranean Sea. 4 So Ephraim and Manasseh, the sons of Joseph, received their inheritance.

				

	

Ephraim's Inheritance

				5 This was the territory of the descendants of Ephraim by their clans:

				

				The border of their inheritance went from Ataroth-addar on the east of Upper Beth-horon. 6 In the north the border went westward from Michmethath; it turned eastward from Taanath-shiloh and passed it east of Janoah. 7 From Janoah it descended to Ataroth and Naarah, and then reached Jericho and went to the Jordan. 8 From Tappuah the border went westward along the Brook of Kanah and ended at the Mediterranean Sea.

				

				This was the inheritance of the tribe of the descendants of Ephraim by their clans, together with 9 the cities set apart for the descendants of Ephraim within the inheritance of the descendants of Manasseh — all these cities with their villages. 10 But, they did not drive out the Canaanites who lived in Gezer. So the Canaanites live in Ephraim to this day, but they are forced laborers.

				

	

West Manasseh's Inheritance

				17 This was the allotment for the tribe of Manasseh as Joseph's firstborn. Gilead and Bashan came to Machir, the firstborn of Manasseh and the father of Gilead, who was a man of war. 2 So the allotment was for the rest of Manasseh's descendants by their clans, for the sons of Abiezer, Helek, Asriel, Shechem, Hepher, and Shemida. These are the male descendants of Manasseh son of Joseph, by their clans.

				3 Now Zelophehad son of Hepher, son of Gilead, son of Machir, son of Manasseh, had no sons, only daughters. These are the names of his daughters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 4 They came before Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun, and the leaders, saying,"The Lord commanded Moses to give us an inheritance among our male relatives."cb So they gave them an inheritance among their father's brothers, in keeping with the Lord's instruction. 5 As a result, 10 tracts fell to Manasseh, besides the land of Gilead and Bashan, which are beyond the Jordan, 6 because Manasseh's daughters received an inheritance among his sons. The land of Gilead belonged to the rest of Manasseh's sons.

				

				7 The border of Manasseh went from Asher to Michmethath near Shechem. It then went southward toward the inhabitants of En-tappuah. 8 The region of Tappuah belonged to Manasseh, but Tappuah itself on Manasseh's border belonged to the descendants of Ephraim. 9 From there the border descended to the Brook of Kanah; south of the brook, cities belonged to Ephraim among Manasseh's cities. Manasseh's border was on the north side of the brook and ended at the Mediterranean Sea. 10 Ephraim's territory was to the south and Manasseh's to the north, with the Sea as its border. They reached Asher on the north and Issachar on the east. 11 Within Issachar and Asher, Manasseh had Beth-shean with its towns, Ibleam with its towns, and the inhabitants of Dor with its towns; the inhabitants of En-dor with its towns, the inhabitants of Taanach with its towns, and the inhabitants of Megiddo with its towns — the three cities of cc Naphath.

				

				12 The descendants of Manasseh could not possess these cities, because the Canaanites were determined to stay in this land. 13 However, when the Israelites grew stronger, they imposed forced labor on the Canaanites but did not drive them out completely.

				

	

Joseph's Additional Inheritance

				14 Joseph's descendants said to Joshua,"Why did you give us only one tribal allotmentcd as an inheritance? We have many people, because the Lord has been blessing us greatly."

				15 "If you have so many people," Joshua replied to them,"go to the forest and clear an area for yourselves there in the land of the Perizzites and the Rephaim, because Ephraim's hill country is too small for you."

				16 But the descendants of Joseph said,"The hill country is not enough for us, and all the Canaanites who inhabit the valley area have iron chariots, both at Beth-shean with its towns and in the Jezreel Valley."

				17 So Joshua replied to Joseph's family (that is, Ephraim and Manasseh),"You have many people and great strength. You will not have just one allotment, 18 because the hill country will be yours also. It is a forest; clear it and its outlying areas will be yours. You can also drive out the Canaanites, even though they have iron chariots and are strong."

				

	

Land Distribution at Shiloh

				18 The entire Israelite community assembled at Shiloh where it set up the tent of meeting there; the land had been subdued by them. 2 Seven tribes among the Israelites were left who had not divided up their inheritance. 3 So Joshua said to the Israelites,"How long will you delay going out to take possession of the land that the Lord, the God of your fathers, gave you? 4 Appoint for yourselves three men from each tribe, and I will send them out. They are to go and survey the land, write a description of it for the purpose of their inheritance, and return to me. 5 Then they are to divide it into seven portions. Judah is to remain in its territory in the south and Joseph's family in their territory in the north. 6 When you have written a description of the seven portions of land and brought it to me, I will cast lots for you here in the presence of the Lord our God. 7 But the Levites among you do not get a portion, because their inheritance is the priesthood of the Lord. Gad, Reuben, and half the tribe of Manasseh have taken their inheritance beyond the Jordan to the east, which Moses the Lord's servant gave them."

				8 As the men prepared to go, Joshua commanded themce to write down a description of the land, saying,"Go and survey the land, write a description of it, and return to me. I will then cast lots for you here in Shiloh in the presence of the Lord." 9 So the men left, went through the land, and described it by towns in a document of seven sections. They returned to Joshua at the camp in Shiloh. 10 Joshua cast lots for them at Shiloh in the presence of the Lord where he distributed the land to the Israelites according to their divisions.

				

	

Benjamin's Inheritance

				11 The lot came up for the tribe of Benjamin's descendants by their clans, and their allotted territory lay between Judah's descendants and Joseph's descendants.

				

				12 Their border on the north side began at the Jordan, ascended to the slope of Jericho on the north, through the hill country westward, and ended at the wilderness of Beth-aven. 13 From there the border went toward Luz, to the southern slope of Luz (that is, Bethel); it then went down by Ataroth-addar, over the hill south of Lower Beth-horon.

				

				14 On the west side, from the hill facing Beth-horon on the south, the border curved, turning southward, and ended at Kiriath-baal (that is, Kiriath-jearim), a city of the descendants of Judah. This was the west side of their border.

				

				15 The south side began at the edge of Kiriath-jearim, and the border extended westward; it went to the spring at the Waters of Nephtoah. 16 The border descended to the foot of the hill that faces the Valley of Hinnom at the northern end of the Valley of Rephaim. It ran down the Valley of Hinnom toward the south Jebusite slope and downward to En-rogel. 17 It curved northward and went to En-shemesh and on to Geliloth, which is opposite the Ascent of Adummim, and continued down to the Stone of Bohan son of Reuben. 18 Then it went north to the slope opposite the Jordan Valley cf, cg and proceeded into the valley.ch 19 The border continued to the north slope of Beth-hoglah and ended at the northern bay of the Dead Sea, at the southern end of the Jordan. This was the southern border.

				

				20 The Jordan formed the border on the east side.

				

				This was the inheritance of Benjamin's descendants, by their clans, according to its surrounding borders.

				

	

Benjamin's Cities

				21 These were the cities of the tribe of Benjamin's descendants by their clans:

				

				Jericho, Beth-hoglah, Emek-keziz, 22 Beth-arabah, Zemaraim, Bethel, 23 Avvim, Parah, Ophrah, 24 Chephar-ammoni, Ophni, and Geba — 12 cities, with their villages; 25 Gibeon, Ramah, Beeroth, 26 Mizpeh, Chephirah, Mozah, 27 Rekem, Irpeel, Taralah, 28 Zela, Haeleph, Jebusci (that is, Jerusalem), Gibeah, and Kiriath cj — 14 cities, with their villages.

				

				This was the inheritance for Benjamin's descendants by their clans.

				

	

Simeon's Inheritance

				19 The second lot came out for Simeon, for the tribe of his descendants by their clans, but their inheritance was within the portion of Judah's descendants. 2 Their inheritance included:

				

				Beer-sheba (or Sheba), Moladah, 3 Hazar-shual, Balah, Ezem, 4 Eltolad, Bethul, Hormah, 5 Ziklag, Beth-marcaboth, Hazar-susah, 6 Beth-lebaoth, and Sharuhen — 13 cities, with their villages; 7 Ain, Rimmon, Ether, and Ashan — four cities, with their villages; 8 and all the villages surrounding these cities as far as Baalath-beer (Ramah of the southck).

				

				This was the inheritance of the tribe of Simeon's descendants by their clans. 9 The inheritance of Simeon's descendants was within the territory of Judah's descendants, because the share for Judah's descendants was too large for them. So Simeon's descendants received an inheritance within Judah's portion.

				

	

Zebulun's Inheritance

				10 The third lot came up for Zebulun's descendants by their clans.

				

				The territory of their inheritance stretched as far as Sarid; 11 their border went up westward to Maralah, reached Dabbesheth, and met the brook east of Jokneam. 12 From Sarid, it turned east toward the sunrise along the border of Chisloth-tabor, went to Daberath, and went up to Japhia. 13 From there, it went east toward the sunrise to Gath-hepher and to Eth-kazin; it extended to Rimmon, curving around to Neah. 14 The border then circled around Neah on the north to Hannathon and ended at the Valley of Iphtah-el, 15 along with Kattath, Nahalal, Shimron, Idalah, and Bethlehem — 12 cities, with their villages.

				

				16 This was the inheritance of Zebulun's descendants by their clans, these cities, with their villages.

				

	

Issachar's Inheritance

				17 The fourth lot came out for the tribe of Issachar's descendants by their clans.

				

				18 Their territory went to Jezreel, and included Chesulloth, Shunem, 19 Hapharaim, Shion, Anaharath, 20 Rabbith, Kishion, Ebez, 21 Remeth, En-gannim, En-haddah, Beth-pazzez. 22 The border reached Tabor, Shahazumah, and Beth-shemesh, and ended at the Jordan — 16 cities, with their villages.

				

				23 This was the inheritance of the tribe of Issachar's descendants by their clans, the cities, with their villages.

				

	

Asher's Inheritance

				24 The fifth lot came out for the tribe of Asher's descendants by their clans.

				

				25 Their boundary included Helkath, Hali, Beten, Achshaph, 26 Allammelech, Amad, and Mishal and reached westward to Carmel and Shihor-libnath. 27 It turned eastward to Beth-dagon, passed Zebulun and the Valley of Iphtah-el, north toward Beth-emek and Neiel, and went north to Cabul, 28 Ebron, Rehob, Hammon, and Kanah, as far as Great Sidon. 29 The boundary then turned to Ramah as far as the fortified city of Tyre; it turned back to Hosah and ended at the sea, including Mahalab, Achzib,cl 30 Ummah, Aphek, and Rehob — 22 cities, with their villages.

				

				31 This was the inheritance of the tribe of Asher's descendants by their clans, these cities with their villages.

				

	

Naphtali's Inheritance

				32 The sixth lot came out for Naphtali's descendants by their clans.

				

				33 Their boundary went from Heleph and from the oak in Zaanannim, including Adami-nekeb and Jabneel, as far as Lakkum, and ended at the Jordan. 34 To the west, the boundary turned to Aznoth-tabor and went from there to Hukkok, reaching Zebulun on the south, Asher on the west, and Judah cm at the Jordan on the east. 35 The fortified cities were Ziddim, Zer, Hammath, Rakkath, Chinnereth, 36 Adamah, Ramah, Hazor, 37 Kedesh, Edrei, En-hazor, 38 Iron, Migdal-el, Horem, Beth-anath, and Beth-shemesh — 19 cities, with their villages.

				

				39 This was the inheritance of the tribe of Naphtali's descendants by their clans, the cities with their villages.

				

	

Dan's Inheritance

				40 The seventh lot came out for the Danite tribe by its clans.

				

				41 The territory of their inheritance included Zorah, Eshtaol, Ir-shemesh, 42 Shaalabbin, Aijalon, Ithlah, 43 Elon, Timnah, Ekron, 44 Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Baalath, 45 Jehud, Bene-berak, Gath-rimmon, 46 Me-jarkon, and Rakkon, with the territory facing Joppa.

				

				47 When the territory of the Danites slipped out of their control,cn they went up and fought against Leshem, captured it, and struck it down with the sword. So they took possession of it, lived there, and renamed Leshem afterco their ancestor Dan. 48 This was the inheritance of the Danite tribe by its clans, these cities with their villages.

				

	

Joshua's Inheritance

				49 When they had finished distributing the land into its territories, the Israelites gave Joshua son of Nun an inheritance among them. 50 By the Lord's command, they gave him the city Timnath-serah in the hill country of Ephraim, which he requested. He rebuilt the city and lived in it.

				51 These were the portions that Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun, and the heads of the families distributed to the Israelite tribes by lot at Shiloh in the Lord's presence at the entrance to the tent of meeting. So they finished dividing up the land.

				

	

Cities of Refuge

				20 Then the Lord spoke to Joshua, 2 "Tell the Israelites: Select your cities of refuge, as I instructed you through Moses, 3 so that a person who kills someone unintentionally or accidentally may flee there. These will be your refuge from the avenger of blood. 4 When someone flees to one of these cities, stands at the entrance of the city •gate, and states his case beforecp the elders of that city, they are to bring him into the city and give him a place to live among them. 5 And if the avenger of blood pursues him, they must not hand the one who committed manslaughter over to him, for he killed his neighbor accidentally and did not hate him beforehand. 6 He is to stay in that city until he stands trial before the assembly and until the death of the high priest serving at that time. Then the one who committed manslaughter may return home to his own city from which he fled."

				7 So they designated Kedesh in the hill country of Naphtali in Galilee, Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim, and Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the hill country of Judah. 8 Across the Jordan east of Jericho, they selected Bezer on the wilderness plateau from Reuben's tribe, Ramoth in Gilead from Gad's tribe, and Golan in Bashan from Manasseh's tribe.

				9 These are the cities appointed for all the Israelites and foreigners among them, so that anyone who kills a person unintentionally may flee there and not die at the hand of the avenger of blood until he stands before the assembly.

				

	

Cities of the Levites

				21 The heads of the Levite families approached Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun, and the heads of the families of the Israelite tribes. 2 At Shiloh, in the land of Canaan, they told them,"The Lord commanded through Moses that we be given cities to live in, with their pasturelands for our livestock." 3 So the Israelites, by the Lord's command, gave the Levites these cities with their pasturelands from their inheritance.

				

				4 The lot came out for the Kohathite clans: The Levites who were the descendants of Aaron the priest received 13 cities by lot from the tribes of Judah, Simeon, and Benjamin. 5 The remaining descendants of Kohath received 10 cities by lot from the clans of the tribes of Ephraim, Dan, and half the tribe of Manasseh.

				

				6 Gershon's descendants received 13 cities by lot from the clans of the tribes of Issachar, Asher, Naphtali, and half the tribe of Manasseh in Bashan.

				

				7 Merari's descendants received 12 cities for their clans from the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Zebulun.

				

				8 The Israelites gave these cities with their pasturelands around them to the Levites by lot, as the Lord had commanded through Moses.

				

	

Cities of Aaron's Descendants

				9 The Israelites gave these cities by name from the tribes of the descendants of Judah and Simeon 10 to 
the descendants of Aaron from the Kohathite clans 
of the Levites, because they received the first lot. 11 They gave them Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) with its surrounding pasturelands in the hill country of Judah. Arba was the father of Anak. 12 But they gave the fields and villages of the city to Caleb son of Jephunneh as his possession.

				13 They gave to the descendants of Aaron the priest:

				

				Hebron, the city of refuge for the one who commits manslaughter, with its pasturelands, Libnah with its pasturelands, 14 Jattir with its pasturelands, Eshtemoa with its pasturelands, 15 Holon with its pasturelands, Debir with its pasturelands, 16 Ain with its pasturelands, Juttah with its pasturelands, and Beth-shemesh with its pasturelands — nine cities from these two tribes.

				

				17 From the tribe of Benjamin they gave:

				

				Gibeon with its pasturelands, Geba with its pasturelands, 18 Anathoth with its pasturelands, and Almon with its pasturelands — four cities. 19 All 13 cities with their pasturelands were for the priests, the descendants of Aaron.

				

	

Cities of Kohath's Other Descendants

				20 The allotted cities to the remaining clans of Kohath's descendants, who were Levites, came from the tribe of Ephraim. 21 The Israelites gave them:

				

				Shechem, the city of refuge for the one who commits manslaughter, with its pasturelands in the hill country of Ephraim, Gezer with its pasturelands, 22 Kibzaim with its pasturelands, and Beth-horon with its pasturelands — four cities.

				

				23 From the tribe of Dan they gave:

				

				Elteke with its pasturelands, Gibbethon with its pasturelands, 24 Aijalon with its pasturelands, and Gath-rimmon with its pasturelands — four cities.

				

				25 From half the tribe of Manasseh they gave:

				

				Taanach with its pasturelands and Gath-rimmoncq with its pasturelands — two cities.

				

				26 All 10 cities with their pasturelands were for the clans of Kohath's other descendants.

				

	

Cities of Gershon's Descendants

				27 From half the tribe of Manasseh, they gave to the descendants of Gershon, who were one of the Levite clans:

				

				Golan, the city of refuge for the one who commits manslaughter, with its pasturelands in Bashan, and Beeshterah with its pasturelands — two cities.

				

				28 From the tribe of Issachar they gave:

				

				Kishion with its pasturelands, Daberath with its pasturelands, 29 Jarmuth with its pasturelands, and En-gannim with its pasturelands — four cities.

				

				30 From the tribe of Asher they gave:

				

				Mishal with its pasturelands, Abdon with its pasturelands, 31 Helkath with its pasturelands, and Rehob with its pasturelands — four cities.

				

				32 From the tribe of Naphtali they gave:

				

				Kedesh in Galilee, the city of refuge for the one who commits manslaughter, with its pasturelands, Hammoth-dor with its pasturelands, and Kartan with its pasturelands — three cities.

				

				33 All 13 cities with their pasturelands were for the Gershonites by their clans.

				

	

Cities of Merari's Descendants

				34 From the tribe of Zebulun, they gave to the clans of the descendants of Merari, who were the remaining Levites:

				

				Jokneam with its pasturelands, Kartah with its pasturelands, 35 Dimnah with its pasturelands, and Nahalal with its pasturelands — four cities.

				

				36 From the tribe of Reuben they gave:

				

				Bezer with its pasturelands, Jahzahcr with its 
pasturelands, 37 Kedemoth with its pasturelands, and Mephaath with its pasturelands — four cities. cs

				

				38 From the tribe of Gad they gave:

				

				Ramoth in Gilead, the city of refuge for the one who commits manslaughter, with its pasturelands, Mahanaim with its pasturelands, 39 Heshbon with its pasturelands, and Jazer with its pasturelands — four cities in all. 40 All 12 cities were allotted to the clans of Merari's descendants, the remaining Levite clans.

				

				41 Within the Israelite possession there were 48 cities in all with their pasturelands for the Levites. 42 Each of these cities had its own surrounding pasturelands; this was true for all the cities.

				

	

The Lord's Promises Fulfilled

				43 So the Lord gave Israel all the land He had sworn to give their fathers, and they took possession of it and settled there. 44 The Lord gave them rest on every side according to all He had sworn to their fathers. None of their enemies were able to stand

				 against them, for the Lord handed over all their enemies to them. 45 None of the good promises the Lord had made to the house of Israel failed. Everything was fulfilled.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Promises

				[image: Getz0226.png]

				#22 We are always to trust God to fulfill His unconditional promises.

				When God called Abraham, He made an unconditional promise that a great nation would come from his seed and that they had a title deed to a large parcel of land (Gn 12:1-3; 15:18-21). That nation is Israel. Though they have often been removed from the land because of their unbelief and disobedience, the promise is still unconditional and will be fulfilled someday.  (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				All true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ—both Jews and Gentiles—also have an unconditional, eternal promise. Someday we will occupy a new heaven and a new earth. The apostle John saw this in a vision:

				Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea no longer existed. I also saw the Holy City, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride adorned for her husband. (Rv 21:1-2) 

				It appears that this is what Jesus was ultimately referring to when He tried to comfort the troubled hearts of His disciples:

				Your heart must not be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if not, I would have told you. I am going away to prepare a place for you. If I go away and prepare a place for you, I will come back and receive you to Myself, so that where I am you may be also. You know the way to where I am going. (Jn 14:1-4)  (See Rv #36:Eternal Fellowship.)

				Reflection and Response

				How should God's eternal and unconditional promise of eternal life to all true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ impact the way we live? (See Ti 2:11-14.)  (See Ti #6:Motivated by God's Grace.)

				

				

	

Eastern Tribes Return Home

				22 Joshua summoned the Reubenites, Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh 2 and told them,"You have done everything Moses the Lord's servant commanded you and have obeyed me in everything I commanded you. 3 You have not deserted your brothers even once this whole time but have carried out the requirement of the command of the Lord your God. 4 Now that He has given your brothers rest, just as He promised them, return to your homes in your own land that Moses the Lord's servant gave you across the Jordan. 5 Only carefully obey the command and instruction that Moses the Lord's servant gave you: to love the Lord your God, walk in all His ways, keep His commands, remain faithfulct to Him, and serve Him with all your heart and all your soul."

				6 Joshua blessed them and sent them on their way, and they went to their homes. 7 Moses had given territory to half the tribe of Manasseh in Bashan, but Joshua had given territory to the other half,cu with their brothers, on the west side of the Jordan. When Joshua sent them to their homes and blessed them, 8 he said,"Return to your homes with great wealth: a huge number of cattle, and silver, gold, bronze, iron, and a large quantity of clothing. Share the spoil of your enemies with your brothers."

				

	

Eastern Tribes Build an Altar

				9 The Reubenites, Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh left the Israelites at Shiloh in the land of Canaan to return to their own land of Gilead, which they took possession of according to the Lord's command through Moses. 10 When they came to the region ofcv the Jordan in the land of Canaan, the Reubenites, Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh built a large, impressive altar there by the Jordan.

				11 Then the Israelites heard it said,"Look, the Reubenites, Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh have built an altar on the frontier of the land of Canaan at the region ofcw the Jordan, on the Israelite side." 12 When the Israelites heard this, the entire Israelite community assembled at Shiloh to go to war against them.

				

	

Explanation of the Altar

				13 The Israelites sent Phinehas son of Eleazar the priest to the Reubenites, Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh, in the land of Gilead.14 They sent 10 leaders with him — one family leader for each tribe of Israel. All of them were heads of their families among the clans of Israel. 15 They went to the Reubenites, Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh, in the land of Gilead, and told them, 16 "This is what the Lord's entire community says: 'What is this treachery you have committed today against the God of Israel by turning away from the Lord and building an altar for yourselves, so that you are in rebellion against the Lord today? 17 Wasn't the sin of Peor, which brought a plague on the Lord's community, enough for us, so that we have not cleansed ourselves from it even to this day, 18 and now, you would turn away from the Lord? If you rebel against the Lord today, tomorrow He will be angry with the entire community of Israel. 19 But if the land you possess is defiled, cross over to the land the Lord possesses where the Lord's tabernacle stands, and take possession of it among us. But don't rebel against the Lord or against us by building for yourselves an altar other than the altar of the Lord our God. 20 Wasn't Achan son of Zerah unfaithful regarding what was •set apart for destruction, bringing wrath on the entire community of Israel? He was not the only one who perished because of his sin.'"

				21 The Reubenites, Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh answered the leaders of the Israelite clans, 22 "•Yahweh is the God of gods! Yahweh is the God of gods!cx He knows, and may Israel also know. Do not spare us today, if it was in rebellion or treachery against the Lord 23 that we have built for ourselves an altar to turn away from Him. May the Lord Himself hold us accountable if we intended to offer •burnt offerings and •grain offerings on it, or to sacrifice •fellowship offerings on it.24 We actually did this from a specific concern that in the future your descendants might say to our descendants, 'What relationship do you have with the Lord, the God of Israel? 25 For the Lord has made the Jordan a border between us and you descendants of Reuben and Gad. You have no share in the Lord! ' So your descendants may cause our descendants to stop fearing the Lord.

				26 "Therefore we said: Let us take action and build an altar for ourselves, but not for burnt offering or sacrifice. 27 Instead, it is to be a witness between us and you, and between the generations after us, so that we may carry out the worship of the Lord in His presence with our burnt offerings, sacrifices, and fellowship offerings. Then in the future, your descendants will not be able to say to our descendants, 'You have no share in the Lord! ' 28 We thought that if they said this to us or to our generations in the future, we would reply: Look at the replica of the Lord's altar that our fathers made, not for burnt offering or sacrifice, but as a witness between us and you. 29 We would never rebel against the Lord or turn away from Him today by building an altar for burnt offering, grain offering, or sacrifice, other than the altar of the Lord our God, which is in front of His tabernacle."

				

	

Conflict Resolved

				30 When Phinehas the priest and the community leaders, the heads of Israel's clans who were with him, heard what the descendants of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh had to say, they were pleased. 31 Phinehas son of Eleazar the priest said to the descendants of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh,"Today we know that the Lord is among us, because you have not committed this treachery against Him. As a result, you have delivered the Israelites from the Lord's power."

				32 Then Phinehas son of Eleazar the priest and the leaders returned from the Reubenites and Gadites in the land of Gilead to the Israelites in the land of Canaan and brought back a report to them. 33 The Israelites were pleased with the report, and they praised God. They spoke no more about going to war against them to ravage the land where the Reubenites and Gadites lived. 34 So the Reubenites and Gadites named the altar: It cy is a witness between us that the Lord is God.

				A Principle to Live By - Avoiding Divisions

				[image: Getz0227.png]

				#23 As members of Christ body, we are to do everything we can to avoid misunderstandings that lead to divisions and disunity.

				In this event, we have a classic illustration of the way in which communication can break down leading to serious repercussions. For seven years, the Reubenites, Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh had sent their fighting men across Jordan to help conquer the land, fulfilling their commitment to Moses. Before they crossed back over the Jordan River, they"built a large, impressive altar" (v. 10)—not to offer sacrifices, but as a reminder to all Israel that although they lived on the eastern side of the river, they were included in the Abrahamic covenant (vv. 27-28).

				Unfortunately, the other tribes totally misinterpreted their motives. They concluded that they had set up another place for worship other than in the tabernacle at Gilgal—a direct violation of God's command (Lv 17:8-9). To avoid God's judgment, those who settled in Canaan were ready to go to war. Before acting on what they believed were facts, the Israelites wisely sent representatives to confront the situation. They discovered unexpected truth, reported the facts, and restored peace among all the tribes of Israel.

				There's a great lesson in this story. On countless occasions throughout church history, misunderstandings and lack of communication have destroyed unity among believers. This often happens when Christians act on what they believe are facts without face-to-face interaction and careful investigation. 

				In the New Testament, Barnabas stands out as a wonderful example. When the disciples in Jerusalem—including some of the apostles—believed that Paul was still the murderer that he once was, Barnabas took Paul to the apostles and explained his conversion and how he had begun to preach the gospel boldly in Damascus (Ac 9:27). Barnabas had apparently taken time to discover the truth, which in turn led to unity among believers rather than confusion and division.  (See Ac #18:Love and Compassion.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does avoiding divisions apply not only to the church, but to our marriages and our families, as well as to other social and vocational relationships?  (See Eph #8:Walking Worthy.)

				

				

	

Joshua's Farewell Address

				23 A long time after the Lord had given Israel rest from all the enemies around them, Joshua was old, getting on in years. 2 So Joshua summoned all Israel, including its elders, leaders, judges, and officers, and said to them,"I am old, getting on in years, 3 and you have seen for yourselves everything the Lord your God did to all these nations on your account, because it was the Lord your God who was fighting for you. 4 See, I have allotted these remaining nations to you as an inheritance for your tribes, including all the nations I have destroyed, from the Jordan westward to the Mediterranean Sea. 5 The Lord your God will force them back on your account and drive them out before you so that you can take possession of their land, as the Lord your God promised you.

				6 "Be very strong and continue obeying all that is written in the book of the law of Moses, so that you do not turn from it to the right or left 7 and so that you do not associate with these nations remaining among you. Do not call on the names of their gods or make an oath to them; do not worship them or bow down to them. 8 Instead, remain faithful to the Lord your God, as you have done to this day.

				9 "The Lord has driven out great and powerful nations before you, and no one is able to stand against you to this day. 10 One of you routed a thousand because 
the Lord your God was fighting for you, as He promised.cz 11 So be very diligent to love the Lord your God for your own well-being. 12 For if you turn away and cling to the rest of these nations remaining among you, and if you intermarry or associate with them and they with you, 13 know for certain that the Lord your God will not continue to drive these nations out before you. They will become a snare and a trap for you, a scourge for your sides and thorns in your eyes, until you disappear from this good land the Lord your God has given you.

				14 "I am now going the way of all the earth, and you know with all your heart and all your soul that none of the good promises the Lord your God made to you has failed. Everything was fulfilled for you; not one promise has failed.15 Since every good thing the Lord your God promised you has come about, so He will bring on you every bad thing until He has annihilated you from this good land the Lord your God has given you.16 If you break the covenant of the Lord your God, which He commanded you, and go and worship other gods, and bow down to them, the Lord's anger will burn against you, and you will quickly disappear from this good land He has given you."

				A Principle to Live By - Finishing Well
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				#24 To follow God fully throughout our time on earth, we must obey the Word of God and keep our eyes focused on the Lord Jesus Christ.

				Joshua is a rare example in the Old Testament of a man who served God faithfully throughout his life. Though he made some serious mistakes, he was quick to acknowledge those mistakes and continue to follow God wholeheartedly. 

				Joshua knew his time was short (vv. 1,14). He reminded Israel of what God had said years earlier, just before they crossed into Canaan. They were to obey God's law without straying, that they might have success in conquering the land (v. 6; see 1:7). God had fulfilled His promise, and Joshua kept this reality in front of the Israelites until the day he died. He knew that a strong beginning did not guarantee a strong finish, but he indeed finished well.  (See 1Kg #14:Finishing Well.)

				Shortly before his own death, the apostle Paul delivered a similar message to Timothy:

				I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus, who is going to judge the living and the dead, and because of His appearing and His kingdom: Proclaim the message; persist in it whether convenient or not; rebuke, correct, and encourage with great patience and teaching. (2Tm 4:1-2)

				Paul then concluded with these powerful words:

				I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. (2Tm 4:7)  (See 2Tm #10:Being Faithful.)

				Reflection and Response

				To motivate all of us to finish well, what can we learn from King Joash?  (See 2Kg #17:Finishing Well.)

				

				

	

Review of Israel's History

				24 Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem and summoned Israel's elders, leaders, judges, and officers, and they presented themselves before God. 2 Joshua said to all the people,"This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: 'Long ago your ancestors, including Terah, the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the Euphrates River and worshiped other gods. 3 But I took your father Abraham from the region beyond the Euphrates River, led him throughout the land of Canaan, and multiplied his descendants. I gave him Isaac, 4 and to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. I gave the hill country of Seir to Esau as a possession, but Jacob and his sons went down to Egypt.

				5 " 'Then I sent Moses and Aaron; I plagued Egypt by what I did there and afterward I brought you out. 6 When I brought your fathers out of Egypt and you reached the •Red Sea, the Egyptians pursued your fathers with chariots and horsemen as far as the sea. 7 Your fathers cried out to the Lord, so He put darkness between you and the Egyptians, and brought the sea over them, engulfing them. Your own eyes saw what I did to Egypt. After that, you lived in the wilderness a long time.

				8 " 'Later, I brought you to the land of the Amorites who lived beyond the Jordan. They fought against you, but I handed them over to you. You possessed their land, and I annihilated them before you. 9 Balak son of Zippor, king of Moab, set out to fight against Israel. He sent for Balaam son of Beor to curse you, 10 but I would not listen to Balaam. Instead, he repeatedly blessed you, and I delivered you from his hand.

				11 " 'You then crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho. The people of Jericho — as well as the Amorites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hittites, Girgashites, Hivites, and Jebusites — fought against you, but I handed them over to you. 12 I sent the hornetda ahead of you, and it drove out the two Amorite kings before you. It was not by your sword or bow. 13 I gave you a land you did not labor for, and cities you did not build, though you live in them; you are eating from vineyards and olive groves you did not plant.'

				

	

The Covenant Renewal

				14 "Therefore, •fear the Lord and worship Him in sincerity and truth. Get rid of the gods your fathers worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and worship •Yahweh. 15 But if it doesn't please you to worship Yahweh, choose for yourselves today the one you will worship: the gods your fathers worshiped beyond the Euphrates River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living. As for me and my family, we will worship Yahweh."

				16 The people replied,"We will certainly not abandon the Lord to worship other gods! 17 For the Lord our God brought us and our fathers out of the land of Egypt, out of the place of slavery, and performed these great signs before our eyes. He also protected us all along the way we went and among all the peoples whose lands we traveled through. 18 The Lord drove out before us all the peoples, including the Amorites who lived in the land. We too will worship the Lord, because He is our God."

				19 But Joshua told the people,"You will not be able to worship Yahweh, because He is a holy God. He is a jealous God; He will not remove your transgressions and sins. 20 If you abandon the Lord and worship foreign gods, He will turn against you, harm you, and completely destroy you, after He has been good to you."

				21 "No!" the people answered Joshua."We will worship the Lord."

				22 Joshua then told the people,"You are witnesses against yourselves that you yourselves have chosen to worship Yahweh."

				"We are witnesses," they said.

				23 "Then get rid of the foreign gods that are among you and offer your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel."

				24 So the people said to Joshua,"We will worship the Lord our God and obey Him."

				A Principle to Live By - Making Right Choices

				[image: Getz0229.png]

				#25 To walk in God's will throughout our time on earth, we must deliberately choose to serve Him rather than the gods of this world.

				In his final address to Israel before he died, Joshua"assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem" (v. 1). It was here between Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal that he had built an altar to the Lord, had written the laws of God on large tablets of stone, and had reviewed these laws for all Israel (8:30-35). 

				It was in this very place that Abraham had built an altar to the one true God (Gn 12:6-7). It was also here that Jacob, on his return from his carnal wanderings in Mesopotamia, had cleansed and purified his own household from false gods by burying all his idols and building an altar (Gn 33:18-20; 35:1-4). 

				Joshua had demonstrated that it's possible to follow God and serve Him for a lifetime in the midst of difficult circumstances. He wanted all Israel to imitate his example and follow God fully. 

				Paul's letter to the Ephesians will help us apply this principle consistently. In view of our redemption in Christ, we are to"walk worthy of [our] calling" (Eph 4:1). Paul then outlined what we must and can do because of our position in Christ.

				Reflection and Response

				In view of our wonderful blessings in Jesus Christ, what must we do in order to take Joshua's challenge seriously and walk in the will of God?  (See Rm #22 through #34)

				

				25 On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people at Shechem and established a statute and ordinance for them. 26 Joshua recorded these things in the book of the law of God; he also took a large stone and set it up there under the oak next to the sanctuary of the Lord. 27 And Joshua said to all the people,"You see this stone — it will be a witness against us, for it has heard all the words the Lord said to us, and it will be a witness against you, so that you will not deny your God." 28 Then Joshua sent the people away, each to his own inheritance.

				

	

Burial of Three Leaders

				29 After these things, the Lord's servant, Joshua son of Nun, died at the age of 110. 30 They buried him in his allotted territory at Timnath-serah, in the hill country of Ephraim north of Mount Gaash. 31 Israel worshiped Yahweh throughout Joshua's lifetime and during the lifetimes of the elders who outlived Joshua and who had experienced all the works Yahweh had done for Israel.

				32 Joseph's bones, which the Israelites had brought up from Egypt, were buried at Shechem in the parcel of land Jacob had purchased from the sons of Hamor, Shechem's father, for 100 qesitahs. It was an inheritance for Joseph's descendants.

				33 And Eleazar son of Aaron died, and they buried him at Gibeah, which had been given to his son Phinehas in the hill country of Ephraim.
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				Judges

				Author: Unknown

				Date of events: ca 1380–ca 1060 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				The book of Judges picks up after Joshua had led the people of Israel through the initial conquest of the promised land. Most of the major cities were defeated, and each tribe was sent to its assigned region and given the task of dealing with the remaining opposition. While there was some initial success, ultimately these operations failed. As the people forgot about the marvelous works of God on behalf of their ancestors, they failed to drive out the wicked Canaanites as God had commanded and enabled them to do. 

				Judges teaches us principles of facing challenges with God's help

				

				

				As a result of their failures, the Israelites drifted further and further out of God's will. With the intention of bringing them back, God would punish them for their idolatry, allowing their enemies to oppress them. Out of the misery of oppression, they would cry out for rescue. Demonstrating amazing patience and mercy, God time and time again raised up judges to deliver them. They would have peace for a while, but inevitably they forgot their promises to worship God and turned away from Him. So there was a repeated cycle of oppression from Israel's enemies, begging for God's help, experiencing God's deliverance, enjoying a time of peace, and then backsliding. Worse, it was not just a cycle, but a downward spiral where they regressed from being the distinctive people of God to living wickedly just like the Canaanites.

				Judges teaches us principles of discipline, mercy, and backsliding

				

				

				In these accounts we see the debauchery that resulted from broken relationships between people and God. The horrible stories are repulsive, and rightly so. They are negative examples, describing people and actions we do not want to emulate. By way of contrast, what we read teaches us the exact opposite—the importance of close communion with God.

				Judges teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				List of principles in Judges

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-2

							
								
								#1: Consulting God

							
								
								To make right decisions, we are first and foremost to consult God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:17-19

							
								
								#2: Partial Obedience

							
								
								We should guard against our human tendency to retreat when we face difficult challenges.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								1:20-36

							
								
								#3: Tests of Faith

							
								
								We should view various difficulties in our walk with God as opportunities to demonstrate our faithfulness.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:1-5

							
								
								#4: Forsaking Sin

							
								
								When we persist in sin, we must understand that we are offending God the Father and His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								2:6-13

							
								
								#5: Modeling and 
Teaching

							
								
								Adults are to model and teach God's will to the younger generation.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								2:14-15

							
								
								#6: God's Discipline

							
								
								When we persistently disobey God, He will discipline us in order to help us live more godly lives.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								2:16-18

							
								
								#7: God's Compassion

							
								
								Though the Lord will eventually judge all those who ultimately reject His gift of salvation, we should be assured that He is a God of love, mercy, and forgiveness.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								2:19-23

							
								
								#8: Internalizing God's Values

							
								
								With God's help, we are to internalize biblical values.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								3:1-11

							
								
								#9: Spiritual Leadership

							
								
								We should always select and appoint leaders in the church who are qualified spiritually.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								4:1-24

							
								
								#10: Leadership 
Qualities

							
								
								When appointing women to leadership positions in the church, we should take seriously the maturity profile outlined specifically for them.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								6:1-13

							
								
								#11: Blaming God

							
								
								We should not blame God for our misfortunes when we've caused these problems through our flagrant disobedience.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								6:14-16

							
								
								#12: Overcoming 
Intimidation

							
								
								Even if we lack status and position in the Christian community, we are to trust God to use us to carry out His work in this world.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								6:17-40

							
								
								#13: Determining God's Will

							
								
								We must be very cautious in asking God to verify what He has already made clear in His direct revelation in Scripture. 

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								7:1-23

							
								
								#14: Quality versus Quantity

							
								
								In measuring success and doing God's work, we are to focus on quality rather than quantity.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								8:22-35

							
								
								#15: Thinking 
Consistently

							
								
								To make decisions that glorify God, we must develop a value system that is consistent with God's character.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								9:1-57

							
								
								#16: Reciprocal 
Experiences

							
								
								We are to treat others fairly and justly or God may discipline us by allowing what we have done to others to happen to us.

							
								
								16

							
						

						
								
								10:6-18

							
								
								#17: Light in the 
Darkness

							
								
								Followers of Jesus Christ are to view the decadence that surrounds them as an opportunity to be God's light in the darkness.

							
								
								17

							
						

						
								
								13:1–16:31

							
								
								#18: Stories that Teach

							
								
								When we read biblical stories of people's lives, we should look for the lessons we can learn from both their successes and their failures.

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								17:1-13

							
								
								#19: Religious 
Syncretism

							
								
								We must be extremely cautious that we never combine pagan concepts with true biblical values.

							
								
								19

							
						

						
								
								19:1-30

							
								
								#20: Addressing Evil

							
								
								As followers of Jesus Christ, we are to confront evil but always in biblical ways. 

							
								
								20

							
						

						
								
								21:25

							
								
								#21: A Primary 
Responsibility

							
								
								We should pray regularly for government leaders so that we might live in a peaceful environment that is conducive to sharing the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

							
								
								21

							
						

					
				

			

			

			

				Judges

				Judah's Leadership against the Canaanites

				1 After the death of Joshua, the Israelites inquired of the Lord,"Who will be the first to fight for us against the Canaanites?"

				2 The Lord answered,"Judah is to go. I have handed the land over to him."

				A Principle to Live By - Consulting God

				[image: Getz0230.png]

				#1 To make right decisions, we are first and foremost to consult God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ.

				Initially, God's people continued on the right path after Joshua died. They were true to their commitment to"worship the Lord" and to"obey Him" (Jos 24:24). They sought to know the Lord's will, as indicated by these opening lines: they"inquired of the Lord" (Jdg 1:1).  (See Jos #12:Seeking God's Will.)

				This is a great lesson for all of us today. God in His grace has provided us with the entire Bible, His revealed and written Word. We have all we need to know to make right decisions (2Tm 3:16-17). Prayerfully studying the Scriptures is foundational for discovering God's will. The psalmist captured this great truth when he wrote,"Your word is a lamp for my feet and a light on my path" (Ps 119:105).  (See Ps #119:A Biblical Priority.)

				However, God gives all of us a great deal of freedom in the decisions we make. This is why we must always consult the Lord as well as godly advisers to make sure our decisions are in harmony with biblical principles. In seeking wisdom, we have the divine resource of prayer. James wrote,

				Now if any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives to all generously and without criticizing, and it will be given to him. (Jms 1:5)  (See Jms #2:Wisdom from Above.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though prayer is a vital function in determining God's will, why must the wisdom we get directly from the Scriptures still be foundational in this process? 

				

				3 Judah said to his brother Simeon,"Come with me to my territory, and let us fight against the Canaanites. I will also go with you to your territory." So Simeon went with him.

				4 When Judah attacked, the Lord handed the Canaanites and Perizzites over to them. They struck down 10,000 men in Bezek. 5 They found Adoni-bezek in Bezek, fought against him, and struck down the Canaanites and Perizzites.

				6 When Adoni-bezek fled, they pursued him, seized him, and cut off his thumbs and big toes. 7 Adoni-bezek said,"Seventy kings with their thumbs and big toes cut off used to pick up scrapsa under my table. God has repaid me for what I have done." They brought him to Jerusalem, and he died there.

				8 The men of Judah fought against Jerusalem and captured it. They put the city to the sword and set it on fire. 9 Afterward, the men of Judah marched down to fight against the Canaanites who were living in the hill country, the •Negev, and the Judean foothills.b 10 Judah also marched against the Canaanites who were living in Hebron (Hebron was formerly named Kiriath-arba). They struck down Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai. 11 From there they marched against the residents of Debir (Debir was formerly named Kiriath-sepher).

				12 Caleb said,"Whoever strikes down and captures Kiriath-sepher, I will give my daughter Achsah to him as a wife." 13 So Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb's youngest brother, captured it, and Caleb gave his daughter Achsah to him as his wife.

				14 When she arrived, she persuaded Othniel c to ask her father for a field. As she got off her donkey, Caleb asked her, d"What do you want?" 15 She answered him,"Give me a blessing. Since you have given me land in the Negev, give me springs of water also." So Caleb gave her both the upper and lower springs. e

				16 The descendants of the Kenite, Moses' father-in-law, had gone up with the men of Judah from the City of Palms to the Wilderness of Judah, which was in the Negev of Arad. They went to live among the people.

				17 Judah went with his brother Simeon, struck the Canaanites who were living in Zephath, and •completely destroyed the town. So they named the town Hormah. 18 Judah captured Gaza and its territory, Ashkelon and its territory, and Ekron and its territory. f 19 The Lord was with Judah and enabled them to take possession of the hill country, but they could not drive out the people who were living in the valley because those people had iron chariots. g

				A Principle to Live By - Partial Obedience
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				#2 We should guard against our human tendency to retreat when we face difficult challenges 

				The descendants of Judah, who were especially blessed by Jacob to be an example to the other tribes (Gn 49:8-12), made a great beginning but did not complete the task. God had promised to drive out the nations and had instructed Israel to destroy all traces of idolatry (Dt 7:1-6; see also Ex 23:31-33; 34:12-13). Evidently, Judah let the"iron chariots" intimidate them (cp. Jos 17:16-18). Unfortunately, a number of the other tribes followed their negative example, which led to a series of failures (Jdg 1:21,27,29-31,33-34). 

				The Israelites no doubt rationalized their partial obedience, blaming casualties and other difficulties of war. And the Canaanites' sinful practices may have enticed them. Sadly, their disobedience led to serious consequences.

				Sin is always a brutal taskmaster. For unbelievers, its"wages . . . is death" (Rm 6:23). For believers, sin can also become an addictive trap that is progressively destructive. When we cater to the flesh, we"will reap corruption from the flesh" (Gl 6:1,7-8). Thankfully, we can experience victory in our Christian lives when we"live by the Spirit" and"follow the Spirit" (Gl 5:25), keeping our focus on the Lord Jesus Christ (Heb 12:1-2).  (See Dt #3:Maintaining a Clear Focus.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the choices we face in our culture today where it's easy to rationalize doing what we want to do rather than following God's will completely?

				

				20 Judah gave Hebron to Caleb, just as Moses had promised. Then Caleb drove out the three sons of Anak who lived there. h

				

	

Benjamin's Failure

				21 At the same time the Benjaminites did not drive out the Jebusites who were living in Jerusalem. The Jebusites have lived among the Benjaminites in Jerusalem to this day.

				

	

Success of the House of Joseph

				22 The house of Joseph also attacked Bethel, and the Lord was with them. 23 They sent spies to Bethel (the town was formerly named Luz). 24 The spies saw a man coming out of the town and said to him,"Please show us how to get into town, and we will treat you well." 25 When he showed them the way into the town, they put the town to the sword but released the man and his entire family. 26 Then the man went to the land of the Hittites, built a town, and named it Luz. That is its name to this day.

				

	

Failure of the Other Tribes

				27 At that time Manasseh failed to take possession of Beth-shean i and its villages, j or Taanach and its villages, or the residents of Dor and its villages, or the residents of Ibleam k and its villages, or the residents of Megiddo and its villages; the Canaanites refused to leave l this land. 28 When Israel became stronger, they made the Canaanites serve as forced labor but never drove them out completely.

				29 At that time Ephraim failed to drive out the Canaanites who were living in Gezer, so the Canaanites have lived among them in Gezer. m 

				30 Zebulun failed to drive out the residents of Kitron or the residents of Nahalol, so the Canaanites lived among them and served as forced labor.

				31 Asher failed to drive out the residents of Acco n or of Sidon, or Ahlab, Achzib, Helbah, Aphik, or Rehob. 32 The Asherites lived among the Canaanites who were living in the land, because they failed to drive them out.

				33 Naphtali did not drive out the residents of Beth-shemesh or the residents of Beth-anath. They lived among the Canaanites who were living in the land, but the residents of Beth-shemesh and Beth-anath served as their forced labor.

				34 The Amorites forced the Danites into the hill country and did not allow them to go down into the valley. 35 The Amorites refused to leaveo Har-heres, Aijalon, and Shaalbim. When the house of Joseph got the upper hand,p the Amorites q were made to serve as forced labor. 36 The territory of the Amorites extended from the Ascent of Akrabbim, that is from Sela upward.

				A Principle to Live By - Tests of Faith
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				#3 We should view various difficulties in our walk with God as opportunities to demonstrate our faithfulness 

				After Joshua and his generation died, we discover God's sovereign purpose in allowing various Canaanite nations to still exist in the land. It was"to test Israel and to see whether they would keep the Lord's way by walking in it, as their fathers had" (2:22-23; see also 3:1-6). Sadly, this new generation failed the test. Even though they"inquired of the Lord" as to what they should do (1:1), they did not trust and obey God, and they failed to drive out the remaining Canaanites. This failure led to even more failure and to God's displeasure. 

				In New Testament days, God allowed trials to come into His children's lives to test their faithfulness and help them grow spiritually. James addressed this issue when writing to Jewish believers who were facing heightened persecution:

				Consider it a great joy, my brothers, whenever you experience various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. But endurance must do its complete work, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking nothing. (Jms 1:2-4; see also 1Pt 1:6-7.)  (See Jms #1:Persecution and Trials.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the trials we face today that God may be allowing in our lives to serve as tests to see if we'll be as faithful as those dedicated Christians who've gone before us?  (See Gn #65:Preparation for Greater Responsibility.)

				

				

	

Pattern of Sin and Judgment

				2 The Angel of the Lord went up from Gilgal to Bochim r and said,"I brought you out of Egypt and led you into the land I had promised to your fathers. I also said: I will never break My covenant with you. 2 You are not to make a covenant with the people who are living in this land, and you are to tear down their altars. s But you have not obeyed Me. What is this you have done? 3 Therefore, I now say: I will not drive out these people before you. They will be thorns t, u in your sides, and their gods will be a trap for you."4 When the Angel of the Lord had spoken these words to all the Israelites, the people wept loudly. 5 So they named that place Bochimv and offered sacrifices there to the Lord.

				A Principle to Live By - Forsaking Sin
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				#4 When we persist in sin, we must understand that we are offending God the Father and His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

				Though there are various interpretations regarding the identity of"the Angel of the Lord" (v. 4), this could have been an Old Testament manifestation of the Second Person of the Trinity, the Seed of Abraham that would eventually be born in human form in order to be a blessing to"all the peoples on earth" (Gn 12:3). We do know that before the incarnation, the Lord Jesus Christ always existed in"the form of God" (Php 2:6). It seems He manifested Himself to Israel as"the Angel of the Lord" (see Ex 3:2; Jdg 13:3,13,17-22; cp. 1Co 10:4). 

				Today, when we deliberately disobey God and His Son, who gave His life for us, we are offending and grieving our Savior. The fellowship and intimate relationship we could have is strained and broken. He patiently waits for us to acknowledge our sinfulness and to appropriate the forgiveness that we received when we became His children. When we do, we can once again enjoy His abiding presence. The apostle John made this point very clear in his first Epistle:

				But if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. (1Jn 1:7)  (See 1Jn #3:Practicing the Truth.)

				Reflection and Response

				When we are tempted to disobey God and to walk out of His will deliberately, what practical steps can we take to focus on our Savior rather than on ourselves?  (See Rm #22 through #34)

				

				

	

Joshua's Death

				6 Joshua sent the people away, and the Israelites went to take possession of the land, each to his own inheritance. 7 The people worshiped the Lord throughout Joshua's lifetime and during the lifetimes of the elders who outlivedw Joshua. They had seen all the Lord's great works He had done for Israel.

				8 Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died at the age of 110. 9 They buried him in the territory of his inheritance, in Timnath-heres, in the hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash. 10 That whole generation was also gathered to their ancestors. After them another generation rose up who did not know the Lord or the works He had done for Israel.

				11 The Israelites did what was evil in the Lord's sight. They worshiped the •Baals12 and abandoned the Lord, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of Egypt. They went after other gods from the surrounding peoples and bowed down to them. They infuriated the Lord,13 for they abandoned Him and worshiped Baal and the •Ashtoreths.

				A Principle to Live By - Modeling and Teaching

				[image: Getz0234.png]

				#5 Adults are to model and teach God's will to the younger generation.

				When Joshua and all the elders who lived during his time had died, a new generation emerged who lost perspective on what God had done for them. Moses had exhorted parents to model consistently their love for God and to use every natural opportunity to teach it to their children. Clearly, they had failed to follow through.  (See Dt #11:Teachable Moments.)

				Today the same dynamic is taking place in countries that were initially influenced by biblical values. For example, the founding fathers in the culture of the United States built the society on the values and principles inherent in Scripture. Today many political leaders have radically departed from those values, even in the highest courts of the land, and a generation has emerged that has rejected these biblical values.

				As adult Christians who still hold to these values, we must help our children to live in this world without becoming a part of the world. To do this, we must consistently both model and teach these values to our children. If we do not, the next generation of Christians will become even more like their secular counterparts. 

				Listen carefully to the apostle John, who spoke to this concern nearly two thousand years ago:

				Do not love the world or the things that belong to the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in him. For everything that belongs to the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride in one's lifestyle—is not from the Father, but is from the world. And the world with its lust is passing away, but the one who does God's will remains forever. (1Jn 2:15-17)  (See 1Jn #6:Overcoming the World.)

				Reflection and Response

				What specific steps can we take, both in the church and in the home, to avoid what happened to Israel?  (See Eph #9 through #15.)

				

				14 The Lord's anger burned against Israel, and He handed them over to marauders who raided them. He sold them tox the enemies around them, and they could no longer resist their enemies. 15 Whenever the Israelites went out, the Lordy was against them and brought disaster on them, just as He had promised and sworn to them. So they suffered greatly.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Discipline
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				#6 When we persistently disobey God, He will discipline us in order to help us live more godly 
lives.

				Throughout the book of Judges, we read that"the Israelites did what was evil in the Lord's sight" (2:11; 3:7; see also 4:1; 6:1; 8:33; 10:6; 13:1). In the full light of God's grace and love in delivering them from Egyptian bondage, and with the full knowledge of His promise to give them a land in which they could live in peace and plenty, Israel disobeyed God. The discipline God chose for Israel related directly to this willful disobedience. However, His plan was tough love, a test to teach the new generations in Israel how to overcome their enemies (3:1-2). Sadly, they failed God's tests again and again.

				Today God disciplines us as His children, not only when we fail Him, but in order to help us to more and more reflect His holiness. The author of Hebrews made this point as he compared our earthly fathers with our heavenly Father:

				For they disciplined us for a short time based on what seemed good to them, but He does it for our benefit, so that we can share His holiness. No discipline seems enjoyable at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it yields the fruit of peace and righteousness to those who have been trained by it. (Heb 12:10-11)  (See Heb #19:God's Discipline.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we differentiate between God's discipline when we have deliberately walked out of His will and discipline that is simply meant to help us grow spiritually?  (See Gn #50:God's Discipline.)

				

				16 The Lord raised up judges, who saved them from the power of their marauders, 17 but they did not listen to their judges. Instead, they prostituted themselves with other gods, bowing down to them. They quickly turned from the way of their fathers, who had walked in obedience to the Lord's commands. They did not do as their fathers did. 18 Whenever the Lord raised up a judge for the Israelites, the Lord was with him and saved the people from the power of their enemies while the judge was still alive.z The Lord was moved to pity whenever they groaned because of those who were oppressing and afflicting them. 

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - God's Compassion
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				#7 Though the Lord will eventually judge all those who ultimately reject His gift of salvation, we should be assured that He is a God of love, mercy, and forgiveness.

				There is a pattern in the book of Judges. When the children of Israel continued to do what was evil in the Lord's sight, He disciplined them and allowed them to suffer sin's consequences. However, when they"cried out" to Him, He heard them and raised up judges to deliver them from their enemies (3:9,15; 4:3; 6:7; 10:10). 

				The story of the Bible certainly focuses far more on God's compassion than His anger. It began in Genesis after Adam and Eve sinned, and it gained momentum when God called Abraham out of paganism so that he would eventually be a blessing to the whole world. You see God's compassion throughout the history of Israel, and we see the grand culmination of His compassion when God became a man and paid the price for our sins on the cross. 

				We still see this compassion today. Jesus Christ has delayed His return because of His patience,"not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance" (2Pt 3:9). There will come a day, however, when God's anger against sin will be unleashed against all those who have rejected His love and grace. Fortunately, we do not have to experience that judgment. As Paul states,

				For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him. (1Th 5:9-10)  (See Rv #17:God's Mercy.)

				Reflection and Response

				How have you seen God's compassion in your own life?  (See Dt #7:Our Compassionate God.)

				

				19 Whenever the judge died, the Israelites would act even more corruptly than their fathers, going after other gods to worship and bow down to them. They did not turn from their evil practices or their obstinate ways.

				20 The Lord's anger burned against Israel, and He declared,"Because this nation has violated My covenant that I made with their fathers and disobeyed Me, 21 I will no longer drive out before them any of the nations Joshua left when he died. 22 I did this to test Israel and to see whether they would keep the Lord's way by walking in it, as their fathers had." 23 The Lord left these nations and did not drive them out immediately. He did not hand them over to Joshua.

				A Principle to Live By - Internalizing God's Values
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				#8 With God's help, we are to internalize biblical values.

				The Israelites had two major problems when it came to internalizing biblical values. First, many of their leaders, though called and empowered by God, were inconsistent in their own lives. Second, though Israel cried out to God for deliverance, in their new freedom they still allowed themselves to be influenced more by the sinful behavior around them than by their personal relationship with God. They did not love the Lord their God with all their heart, soul, and strength (Dt 6:4-6), and consequently they failed to teach their children biblical values. 

				Today, many Christians get off the narrow path because they are functioning in a legalistic fashion. The rules they choose to follow are merely external regulations. They have not internalized God's truth, and this failure often leads to inconsistency and hypocrisy. They are"holding to the form of godliness but denying its power" (2Tm 3:5). Paul's prayer for the Philippians focuses on our need to internalize God's truth:

				And I pray this: that your love will keep on growing in knowledge and every kind of discernment, so that you can approve the things that are superior and can be pure and blameless in the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ to the glory and praise of God. (Php 1:9-11)  (See Col #3:Model Prayers.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we make sure that God's truth resides in our hearts and not just in our heads?  (See 2Ch #11:A Heart Decision; Pr #8: Heart Knowledge.)

				

				

	

The Lord Tests Israel

				3 These are the nations the Lord left in order to test Israel, since the Israelites had fought none of these inaa any of the wars with Canaan. 2 This was to teach the future generations of the Israelites how to fight in battle, especially those who had not fought before.ab 3 These nations included: the five rulers of the Philistines and all of the Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the Hivites who lived in the Lebanese mountains ac from Mount Baal-hermon as far as the entrance to Hamath.ad 4 The Lord left them to test Israel, to determine if they would keep the Lord's commands He had given their fathers throughae Moses. 5 But they settled among the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites. 6 The Israelites took their daughters as wives for themselves, gave their own daughters to their sons, and worshiped their gods.

				

	

Othniel, the First Judge

				7 The Israelites did what was evil in the Lord's sight; they forgot the Lord their God and worshiped the •Baals and the •Asherahs. 8 The Lord's anger burned against Israel, and He sold them toaf Cushan-rishathaimag king of Aram-naharaim, and the Israelites served him eight years.

				9 The Israelites cried out to the Lord. So the Lord raised up Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb's youngest brother, as a deliverer to save the Israelites. 10 The Spirit of the Lord came on him, and he judged Israel. Othniel went out to battle, and the Lord handed over Cushan-rishathaim king of Aram to him, so that Othniel overpowered him. 11 Then the land was peaceful 40 years, and Othniel son of Kenaz died.

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual Leadership

				#9 We should always select and appoint leaders in the church who are qualified spiritually.
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				The fact that God's Spirit came on Othniel (v. 10), Samson (14:6), and other judges, giving them unusual power and insight, in no way implies that they measured up to God's standard spiritually. Actually, men of 
integrity were almost non-existent at this time. God simply chose to use these men to 
achieve His purposes in this world, regardless of their moral and spiritual values. Just as He chose Abraham out of a pagan world while he was yet worshiping false gods, so He appointed judges to deliver Israel from their enemies. 

				This was not God's ideal. For example, Moses was directed to choose men to assist him who were God-fearing and trustworthy (Ex 18:21). And Joshua certainly stands out as a consistent leader who was much more spiritually mature than the average man in Israel. 

				Even Jesus Christ launched His ministry with very immature men. He did not choose the apostles based on their spiritual maturity but on their potential to become dedicated followers. However, after the church was established, Paul made it clear that only spiritually qualified people were to be chosen to lead the church. Candidates for elder were to be"above reproach" in every respect. Furthermore, men and women who served as deacons were also to be"worthy of respect" when they were chosen (1Tm 3:2,8,11). Unlike the apostles, they were not to be unspiritual leaders in the process of becoming spiritual. They were to be men and women who already had reached a high level of spiritual maturity.  (See 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity; 1Tm #7: Qualified Assistants; Ti #3: Doctrine of Character.)

				Reflection and Response

				Since we are to appoint men and women to leadership in the church only if they are qualified spiritually, what are some practical ideas for preparing potential leaders?  (See Ex #23:Delegating Effectively.)

				

				

	

Ehud

				12 The Israelites again did what was evil in the Lord's sight. He gave Eglon king of Moab power over Israel, because they had done what was evil in the Lord's sight. 13 After Eglon convinced the Ammonites and the Amalekites to join forces with him, he attacked and defeated Israel and took possession of the City of Palms. 14 The Israelites served Eglon king of Moab 18 years.

				15 Then the Israelites cried out to the Lord, and He raised up Ehud son of Gera, a left-handed Benjaminite, as a deliverer for them. The Israelites sent him to Eglon king of Moab with tribute money.

				16 Ehud made himself a double-edged sword 18 inches long.ah He strapped it to his right thigh under his clothes 17 and brought the tribute to Eglon king of Moab, who was an extremely fat man. 18 When Ehud had finished presenting the tribute, he dismissed the people who had carried it. 19 At the carved images near Gilgal he returned and said,"King Eglon, I have a secret message for you." The king called for silence, and all his attendants left him. 20 Then Ehud approached him while he was sitting alone in his room upstairs where it was cool. Ehud said,"I have a word from God for you," and the king stood up from his throne. ai 21 Ehud aj reached with his left hand, took the sword from his right thigh, and plunged it into Eglon's belly. 22 Even the handle went in after the blade, and Eglon's fat closed in over it, so that Ehud did not withdraw the sword from his belly. And Eglon's insides came out. 23 Ehud escaped by way of the porch, closing and locking the doors of the upstairs room behind him.

				24 Ehud was gone when Eglon's servants came in. They looked and found the doors of the upstairs room locked and thought he was relieving himselfak in the cool room. 25 The servants waited until they became worried and saw that he had still not opened the doors of the upstairs room. So they took the key and opened the doors — and there was their lord lying dead on the floor!

				26 Ehud escaped while the servants waited. He crossed over the Jordan near the carved images and reached Seirah. 27 After he arrived, he sounded the ram's horn throughout the hill country of Ephraim. The Israelites came down with him from the hill country, and he became their leader. 28 He told them,"Follow me, because the Lord has handed over your enemies, the Moabites, to you." So they followed him, captured the fords of the Jordan leading to Moab, and did not allow anyone to cross over. 29 At that time they struck down about 10,000 Moabites, all strong and able-bodied men. Not one of them escaped. 30 Moab became subject to Israel that day, and the land was peaceful 80 years.

				

	

Shamgar

				31 After Ehud, Shamgar son of Anath became judge. He delivered Israel by striking down 600 Philistines with an oxgoad.

				

	

Deborah and Barak

				4 The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord after Ehud had died. 2 So the Lord sold them into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor. The commander of his forces was Sisera who lived in Harosheth of the Nations.al3 Then the Israelites cried out to the Lord, because Jabin had 900 iron chariots, and he harshly oppressed them 20 years.

				4 Deborah, a woman who was a prophetess and the wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel at that time. 5 It was her custom to sit under the palm tree of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites went up to her for judgment.

				6 She summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali and said to him,"Hasn't the Lord, the God of Israel, commanded you: 'Go, deploy the troops on Mount Tabor, and take with you 10,000 men from the Naphtalites and Zebulunites?7 Then I will lure Sisera commander of Jabin's forces, his chariots, and his army at the •Wadi Kishon to fight against you, and I will hand him over to you.'"

				8 Barak said to her,"If you will go with me, I will go. But if you will not go with me, I will not go."

				9 "I will go with you," she said,"but you will receive no honor on the road you are about to take, because the Lord will sell Sisera into a woman's hand." So Deborah got up and went with Barak to Kedesh. 10 Barak summoned Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh; 10,000 men followed him, and Deborah also went with him.

				11 Now Heber the Kenite had moved away from the Kenites, the sons of Hobab, Moses' father-in-law, and pitched his tent beside the oak tree of Zaanannim, which was near Kedesh.

				12 It was reported to Sisera that Barak son of Abinoam had gone up Mount Tabor. 13 Sisera summoned all his 900 iron chariots and all the people who were with him from Harosheth of the Nationsam to the Wadi Kishon. 14 Then Deborah said to Barak,"Move on, for this is the day the Lord has handed Sisera over to you. Hasn't the Lord gone before you?" So Barak came down from Mount Tabor with 10,000 men following him.

				15 The Lord threw Sisera, all his charioteers, and all his army into confusion with the sword before Barak. Sisera left his chariot and fled on foot. 16 Barak pursued the chariots and the army as far as Harosheth of the Nations,an and the whole army of Sisera fell by the sword; not a single man was left.

				17 Meanwhile, Sisera had fled on foot to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, because there was peace between Jabin king of Hazor and the family of Heber the Kenite. 18 Jael went out to greet Sisera and said to him,"Come in, my lord. Come in with me. Don't be afraid." So he went into her tent, and she covered him with a rug. 19 He said to her,"Please give me a little water to drink for I am thirsty." She opened a container of milk, gave him a drink, and covered him again. 20 Then he said to her,"Stand at the entrance to the tent. If a man comes and asks you, 'Is there a man here? ' say, 'No.'" 21 While he was sleeping from exhaustion, Heber's wife Jael took a tent peg, grabbed a hammer, and went silently to Sisera. She hammered the peg into his temple and drove it into the ground, and he died.

				22 When Barak arrived in pursuit of Sisera, Jael went out to greet him and said to him,"Come and I will show you the man you are looking for." So he went in with her, and there was Sisera lying dead with a tent peg through his temple!

				23 That day God subdued Jabin king of Canaan before the Israelites. 24 The power of the Israelites continued to increase against Jabin king of Canaan until they destroyed him.

				

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Leadership Qualities
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				#10 When appointing women to leadership positions in the church, we should take seriously the maturity profile outlined specifically for them.

				Just as God chose to use Othniel and Ehud and a number of other men to serve as judges in Israel and to deliver His people from their oppressors, so He chose to use Deborah. We have no evidence that she was more spiritual than any other judges, even though she was a prophetess. Nevertheless, God in His sovereignty chose to use her to defeat Jabin, king of Canaan (vv. 2,23). 

				In the New Testament, we see women elevated to very significant leadership roles in the church. Paul outlines a significant maturity profile for both men and women.  (See 1Tm #7:Qualified Assistants.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul's instructions to Titus regarding older women teaching younger women relate to this principle? (See Ti 2:3-5.)

				

				

	

Deborah's Song

				5 On that day Deborah and Barak son of Abinoam sang:

				

				2 When the leaders leadao in Israel,

				when the people volunteer,

				praise the Lord.

				3 Listen, kings! Pay attention, princes!

				I will sing to the Lord;

				I will sing praise to the Lord God of Israel.

				4 Lord, when You came from Seir,

				when You marched from the fields of Edom,

				the earth trembled,

				the heavens poured rain,

				and the clouds poured water.

				5 The mountains melted before the Lord,

				even Sinaiap before the Lord, the God of Israel.

				

				6 In the days of Shamgar son of Anath,

				in the days of Jael,

				the main ways were deserted

				because travelers kept to the side roads.

				7 Villages were deserted,aq

				they were deserted in Israel,

				until I, Deborah,ar arose,

				a mother in Israel.

				8 Israel chose new gods,

				then war was in the gates.

				Not a shield or spear was seen

				among 40,000 in Israel.  (Review Jdg #5: Modeling and Teaching)

				9 My heart is with the leaders of Israel,

				with the volunteers of the people.

				Praise the Lord!

				10 You who ride on whiteas donkeys,

				who sit on saddle blankets,

				and who travel on the road, give praise!

				11 Let them tell the righteous acts of the Lord,

				the righteous deeds of His warriors in Israel,

				with the voices of the singers at the watering 
places.at

				

				Then the Lord's people went down to the gates.

				12 "Awake! Awake, Deborah!

				Awake! Awake, sing a song!

				Arise, Barak,

				and take hold of your captives,

				son of Abinoam!"

				13 The survivors came down to the nobles;

				the Lord's people came down to me au with the warriors.

				14 Those with their roots in Amalek av came from Ephraim;

				Benjamin came with your people after you.

				The leaders came down from Machir,

				and those who carry a marshal's staff came from Zebulun.

				15 The princes of Issachar were with Deborah;

				Issachar was with Barak.

				They set out at his heels in the valley.

				There was great searching aw of heart

				among the clans of Reuben.

				16 Why did you sit among the sheepfolds

				listening to the playing of pipes for the flocks?

				There was great searching of heart

				among the clans of Reuben.

				17 Gilead remained beyond the Jordan.

				Dan, why did you linger at the ships?

				Asher remained at the seashore

				and stayed in his harbors.

				18 Zebulun was a people risking their lives,

				Naphtali also, on the heights of the battlefield.

				

				19 Kings came and fought.

				Then the kings of Canaan fought

				at Taanach by the waters of Megiddo,

				but they took no spoil of silver.

				20 The stars fought from the heavens;

				the stars fought with Sisera from their courses.

				21 The river Kishon swept them away,

				the ancient river, the river Kishon.

				March on, my soul, in strength!

				22 The horses' hooves then hammered —

				the galloping, galloping of his stallions.

				23 "Curse Meroz," says the Angel of the Lord,

				"Bitterly curse her inhabitants,

				for they did not come to help the Lord,

				to help the Lord against the mighty warriors."

				

				24 Jael is most blessed of women,

				the wife of Heber the Kenite;

				she is most blessed among tent-dwelling women.

				25 He asked for water; she gave him milk.

				She brought him curdled milk in a majestic bowl.

				26 She reached for a tent peg,

				her right hand, for a workman's mallet.

				Then she hammered Sisera —

				she crushed his head;

				she shattered and pierced his temple.

				27 He collapsed, he fell, he lay down atax her feet;

				he collapsed, he fell at her feet;

				where he collapsed, there he fell — dead.

				

				28 Sisera's mother looked through the window;

				she peered through the lattice, crying out:

				"Why is his chariot so long in coming?

				Why don't I hear the hoofbeats of his horses?"ay

				29 Her wisest princesses answer her;

				she even answers herself:az

				30 "Are they not finding and dividing the spoil —

				a girl or two for each warrior,

				the spoil of colored garments for Sisera,

				the spoil of an embroidered garment or two for my neck?"ba

				

				31 Lord, may all your enemies perish as Sisera did.bb

				But may those who love Him

				be like the rising of the sun in its strength.

				

				And the land was peaceful 40 years.

				

	

Midian Oppresses Israel

				6 The Israelites did what was evil in the sight of the Lord. So the Lord handed them over to Midian seven years, 2 and they oppressed Israel. Because of Midian, the Israelites made hiding places for themselves in the mountains, caves, and strongholds. 3 Whenever the Israelites planted crops, the Midianites, Amalekites, and the Qedemites came and attacked them. 4 They encamped against them and destroyed the produce of the land, even as far as Gaza. They left nothing for Israel to eat, as well as no sheep, ox or donkey. 5 For the Midianites came with their cattle and their tents like a great swarm of locusts. They and their camels were without number, and they entered the land to waste it. 6 So Israel became poverty-stricken because of Midian, and the Israelites cried out to the Lord.

				7 When the Israelites cried out to Him because of Midian, 8 the Lord sent a prophet to them. He said to them,"This is what the Lord God of Israel says: 'I brought you out of Egypt and out of the place of slavery. 9 I delivered you from the power of Egypt and the power of all who oppressed you. I drove them out before you and gave you their land. 10 I said to you: I am •Yahweh your God. Do not fear the gods of the Amorites whose land you live in. But you did not obey Me.'"

				

	

The Lord Calls Gideon

				11 The Angelbc of the Lord came, and Hebd sat under the oak that was in Ophrah, which belonged to Joash, the Abiezrite. His son Gideon was threshing wheat in the wine vat in order to hide it from the Midianites. 12 Then the Angel of the Lord appeared to him and said:"The Lord is with you, mighty warrior."

				13 Gideon said to Him,"Please Sir,be if the Lord is with us, why has all this happened?bf And where are all His wonders that our fathers told us about? They said, 'Hasn't the Lord brought us out of Egypt? ' But now the Lord has abandoned us and handed us over to Midian."

				A Principle to Live By - Blaming God
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				#11 We should not blame God for our misfortunes when we've caused these problems through our flagrant disobedience.

				Gideon was terribly blinded to God's displeasure with Israel's horrible sins. He remembered the stories of God's miraculous deliverance from Egypt, but he seemed totally naïve regarding the evil that permeated even his own home (v. 25). Gideon's naïveté demonstrates how subtle evil can be. He was blaming God for abandoning Israel and delivering them into the hands of the Midianites without realizing that the Israelites had brought this judgment on themselves. They were responsible for the oppression, not God.

				As those who profess to follow Jesus Christ, we can become so brainwashed by the world's system that we may not even realize we're living double lives and violating the will of God. Like Gideon, we have selective memories. We remember that the"perfect will of God" is"good," but we forget what can happen when we allow our lives to be"conformed to this age" (Rm 12:1-2). Sin will always lead us into slavery, even as Christians. There is no oppression so horrible as being enslaved by evil desires that plague our souls (Gl 5:19-21). The good news is that there is freedom when we confess our sins and manifest the"fruit of the Spirit" in all of our relationships (Gl 5:22-23). This is the essence of Paul's exhortation to the Galatians:

				Christ has liberated us to be free. Stand firm then and don't submit again to a yoke of slavery. (Gl 5:1)  (See Gl #9:Freedom to Serve.)

				Reflection and Response

				What precautions can we take to avoid blaming God for the pain we've brought on ourselves and others because we're living out of the will of God?  (See Gn #5:Avoiding Rationalization.)

				

				14 The Lord bg turned to him and said,"Go in the strength you have and deliver Israel from the power of Midian. Am I not sending you?"

				15 He said to Him,"Please, Lord, how can I deliver Israel? Look, my family is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the youngest in my father's house."

				16 "But I will be with you," the Lord said to him."You will strike Midian down as if it were one man."

				A Principle to Live By - Overcoming Intimidation
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				#12 Even if we lack status and position in the Christian community, we are to trust God to use us to carry out His work in this world.

				We have no way of discerning how accurate Gideon's perceptions were regarding his family's status in Manasseh. Regardless, his fears are predictable and understandable. The Lord gave him an awesome assignment when he told him to"deliver Israel from the power of Midian" (v. 14). 

				Gideon needed to learn the lesson we all need to learn, which was so clearly stated by Paul:

				Brothers, consider your calling: Not many are wise from a human perspective, not many powerful, not many of noble birth. Instead, God has chosen what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen what is weak in the world to shame the strong. (1Co 1:26-27)  (See 1Co #4:God's Wisdom.)

				Timothy faced a problem similar to Gideon's. He was intimidated because he was younger than those he was assigned to teach and admonish. Consequently, Paul wrote,

				Let no one despise your youth; instead, you should be an example to the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. (1Tm 4:12) 

				In his final letter, Paul reinforced for Timothy essentially the same message God had given Gideon:

				For God has not given us a spirit of fearfulness, but one of power, love, and sound judgment. (2Tm 1:7)  (See 2Tm #2:Identifying with Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Regardless of our limitations, how can we apply this Principle to Live By without being presumptuous and naïve regarding what we can and cannot do?

				

				17 Then he said to Him,"If I have found favor in Your sight, give me a sign that You are speaking with me. 18 Please do not leave this place until I return to You. Let me bring my gift and set it before You."

				And He said,"I will stay until you return."

				19 So Gideon went and prepared a young goat and unleavened bread from a half bushelbh of flour. He placed the meat in a basket and the broth in a pot. He brought them out and offered them to Him under the oak.

				20 The Angel of God said to him,"Take the meat with the unleavened bread, put it on this stone, and pour the broth on it." And he did so.

				21 The Angel of the Lord extended the tip of the staff that was in His hand and touched the meat and the unleavened bread. Fire came up from the rock and consumed the meat and the unleavened bread. Then the Angel of the Lord vanished from his sight.

				22 When Gideon realized that He was the Angel of the Lord, he said,"Oh no, Lord God! I have seen the Angel of the Lord face to face!"

				23 But the Lord said to him,"Peace to you. Don't be afraid, for you will not die." 24 So Gideon built an altar to the Lord there and called it Yahweh Shalom. It is in Ophrah of the Abiezrites until today.

				

	

Gideon Tears Down a Baal Altar

				25 On that very night the Lord said to him,"Take your father's young bull and a second bull seven years old. Then tear down the altar of •Baal that belongs to your father and cut down the •Asherah pole beside it. 26 Build a well-constructed altar to the Lord your God on the top of this rock. Take the second bull and offer it as a •burnt offering with the wood of the Asherah pole you cut down." 27 So Gideon took 10 of his male servants and did as the Lord had told him. But because he was too afraid of his father's household and the men of the city to do it in the daytime, he did it at night.

				28 When the men of the city got up in the morning, they found Baal's altar torn down, the Asherah pole beside it cut down, and the second bull offered up on the altar that had been built. 29 They said to each other,"Who did this?" After they made a thorough investigation, they said,"Gideon son of Joash did it."

				30 Then the men of the city said to Joash,"Bring out your son. He must die, because he tore down Baal's altar and cut down the Asherah pole beside it."

				31 But Joash said to all who stood against him,"Would you plead Baal's case for him? Would you save him? Whoever pleads his case will be put to death by morning! If he is a god, let him plead his own case because someone tore down his altar." 32 That day, Gideon's father called him Jerubbaal, saying,"Let Baal plead his case with him," because he tore down his altar.

				

	

The Sign of the Fleece

				33 All the Midianites, Amalekites, and Qedemites gathered together, crossed over the Jordan, and camped in the Valley of Jezreel.

				34 The Spirit of the Lord took control ofbi Gideon, and he blew the ram's horn and the Abiezrites rallied behind him. 35 He sent messengers throughout all of Manasseh, who rallied behind him. He also sent messengers throughout Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali, who also came to meet him.

				36 Then Gideon said to God,"If You will deliver Israel by my hand, as You said, 37 I will put a fleece of wool here on the threshing floor. If dew is only on the fleece, and all the ground is dry, I will know that You will deliver Israel by my strength, as You said." 38 And that is what happened. When he got up early in the morning, he squeezed the fleece and wrung dew out of it, filling a bowl with water.

				39 Gideon then said to God,"Don't be angry with me; let me speak one more time. Please allow me to make one more test with the fleece. Let it remain dry, and the dew be all over the ground." 40 That night God did as Gideon requested: only the fleece was dry, and dew was all over the ground.

				A Principle to Live By - Determining God's Will
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				#13 We must be very cautious in asking God to verify what He has already made clear in His direct revelation in Scripture.

				The Lord had made His will abundantly clear to Gideon when He appeared as"the Angel of the Lord" and caused fire to emerge from a rock and consume Gideon's offering (vv. 11,
20-21). Gideon knew that he had come face-to-face with the Lord God (v. 22). Nevertheless, Gideon doubted what God had said and verified miraculously. He"put out a fleece," even though he knew the Lord might become angry because of his lack of faith. God in His mercy, however, responded to Gideon's two-fold request. 

				Today, it's dangerous for Christians to follow Gideon's example in"putting out a fleece," asking God to miraculously verify His revealed will in specific ways. To do so is to demonstrate a lack of faith, doubting what God has already revealed (2Tm 3:16-17). Furthermore, we sometimes interpret certain events as being signs from God when actually they are mere subjective impressions. Conversely, if God doesn't give us a sign, we can be tempted to use this as an excuse to avoid doing God's revealed will. 

				This leads to a legitimate question. How can we determine God's will for us today? There are four important considerations:

				1.	Is there any statement or principle in God's written Word (the Bible) that tells us what to do in this situation? If not, we have freedom to make various choices (see 2Tm 3:16-17).

				2.	What do other mature Christians advise about this decision? Though significant, we must realize that their opinions are not as important as clear biblical directives.  (See Jb #4:Subjective Reasoning.)

				3.	What circumstances point to the fact that this may be a right or wrong decision? We must be careful, however, that we do not allow either positive or negative circumstances to be a primary factor in making a decision.  (See Gn #26:False Conclusions.)

				4.	How do I feel about this decision? In determining God's will, our feelings should be considered last. They are important but they can also be extremely deceptive. Even right decisions can create anxiety and painful feelings. On the other hand, positive emotions may simply mean this is something that we want to do. Thus feelings must always be evaluated by God's Word. 

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the serious mistakes Christians can make when they try to follow Gideon's example to test God's will by"putting out a fleece"?

				

				

	

God Selects Gideon's Army

				7 Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and everyone who was with him, got up early and camped beside the spring of Harod. The camp of Midian was north of them, below the hill of Moreh, in the valley. 2 The Lord said to Gideon,"You have too many people for Me to hand the Midianites over to you,bj or else Israel might brag:bk 'I did it myself.' 3 Now announce in the presence of the people: 'Whoever is fearful and trembling may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.'" So 22,000 of the people turned back, but 10,000 remained.

				4 Then the Lord said to Gideon,"There are still too many people. Take them down to the water, and I will test them for you there. If I say to you, 'This one can go with you,' he can go. But if I say about anyone, 'This one cannot go with you,' he cannot go." 5 So he brought the people down to the water, and the Lord said to Gideon,"Separate everyone who laps water with his tongue like a dog. Do the same with everyone who kneels to drink." 6 The number of those who lapped with their hands to their mouths was 300 men, and all the rest of the people knelt to drink water. 7 The Lord said to Gideon,"I will deliver you with the 300 men who lapped and hand the Midianites over to you. But everyone else is to go home." 8 So Gideon sent all the Israelites to their tents but kept the 300, who tookbl the people's provisions and their trumpets. The camp of Midian was below him in the valley.

				

	

Gideon Spies on the Midianite Camp

				9 That night the Lord said to him,"Get up and go into the camp, for I have given it into your hand. 10 But if you are afraid to go to the camp, go with Purah your servant. 11 Listen to what they say, and then you will be strengthened to go to the camp." So he went with Purah his servant to the outpost of the troopsbm who were in the camp.

				12 Now the Midianites, Amalekites, and all the Qedemites had settled down in the valley like a swarm of locusts, and their camels were as innumerable as the sand on the seashore. 13 When Gideon arrived, there was a man telling his friend about a dream. He said,"Listen, I had a dream: a loaf of barley bread came tumbling into the Midianite camp, struck a tent, and it fell. The loaf turned the tent upside down so that it collapsed."

				14 His friend answered:"This is nothing less than the sword of Gideon son of Joash, the Israelite. God has handed the entire Midianite camp over to him."

				

	

Gideon Attacks the Midianites

				15 When Gideon heard the account of the dream and its interpretation, he bowed in worship. He returned to Israel's camp and said,"Get up, for the Lord has handed the Midianite camp over to you." 16 Then he divided the 300 men into three companies and gave each of the men a trumpet in one hand and an empty pitcher with a torch inside it in the other.

				17 "Watch me," he said,bn"and do the same. When I come to the outpost of the camp, do as I do. 18 When I and everyone with me blow our trumpets, you are also to blow your trumpets all around the camp. Then you will say, 'For •Yahweh and for Gideon! '"

				19 Gideon and the 100 men who were with him went to the outpost of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch after the sentries had been stationed. They blew their trumpets and broke the pitchers that were in their hands. 20 The three companies blew their trumpets and shattered their pitchers. They held their torches in their left hands, their trumpetsbo in their right hands, and shouted,"A sword for Yahweh and for Gideon!" 21 Each Israelite took his position around the camp, and the entire Midianite army fled, and cried out as they ran. 22 When Gideon's men blew their 300 trumpets, the Lord set the swords of each man in the army against each other. They fled to Beth-shittah in the direction of Zererah as far as the border of Abel-meholah near Tabbath. 23 Then the men of Israel were called from Naphtali, Asher, and Manasseh, and they pursued the Midianites.

				A Principle to Live By - Quality versus Quantity
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				#14 In measuring success and doing God's work, we are to focus on quality rather than 
quantity.

				Gideon's story involves a military operation with a relatively small group of men in order to demonstrate God's power over the enemies of Israel. Today, as the church of Jesus Christ, we're engaged in a spiritual battle against Satan and the enemies of truth. When Jesus delivered a challenging message to a large group of followers, the majority turned and walked away. Jesus was left with the Twelve and launched the church with that very small army (Jn 6:47-71). From that time, the true church has always been a minority (Mt 7:13-14). 

				In Paul's church-planting ministry, he never focused on numbers as being a criterion for success. Rather, he thanked God for faith, hope, and love in a church, regardless of size. He wrote to the Thessalonians, 

				We always thank God for all of you, remembering you constantly in our prayers. We recall, in the presence of our God and Father, your work of faith, labor of love, and endurance of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. (1Th 1:2-3; see also 2Th 1:3; Eph 1:15-16,18; Col 1:3-5.)  (See 1Th #1:Models of Maturity.)

				

				This does not mean, of course, that numbers are unimportant. The more dedicated Christians we have in a particular community, the brighter our light can shine. However, God has always chosen quality over quantity, just as He did in Gideon's day. 

				Reflection and Response

				What often happens when churches focus on quantity rather than quality?

				

				

	

The Men of Ephraim Join the Battle

				24 Gideon sent messengers throughout the hill country of Ephraim with this message:"Come down to intercept the Midianites and take control of the watercourses ahead of them as far as Beth-barah and the Jordan." So all the men of Ephraim were called out, and they took control of the watercourses as far as Beth-barah and the Jordan. 25 They captured Oreb and Zeeb, the two princes of Midian; they killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb and Zeeb at the winepress of Zeeb, while they were pursuing the Midianites. They brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon across the Jordan.

				8 The men of Ephraim said to him,"Why have you done this to us, not calling us when you went to fight against the Midianites?" And they argued with him violently.

				2 So he said to them,"What have I done now compared to you? Is not the gleaning of Ephraim better than the vintage of Abiezer? 3 God handed over to you Oreb and Zeeb, the two princes of Midian. What was I able to do compared to you?" When he said this, their anger against him subsided.

				

	

Gideon Pursues the Kings of Midian

				4 Gideon and the 300 men came to the Jordan and crossed it. They were exhausted but still in pursuit. 5 He said to the men of Succoth,"Please give some loaves of bread to the people who are following me,bp because they are exhausted, for I am pursuing Zebah and Zalmunna, the kings of Midian."

				6 But the princes of Succoth asked,"Arebq Zebah and Zalmunna now in your hands that we should give bread to your army?"

				7 Gideon replied,"Very well, when the Lord has handed Zebah and Zalmunna over to me, I will tramplebr your flesh on thorns and briers from the wilderness!" 8 He went from there to Penuel and asked the same thing from them. The men of Penuel answered just as the men of Succoth had answered. 9 He also told the men of Penuel,"When I return in peace, I will tear down this tower!"

				10 Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor, and with them was their army of about 15,000 men, who were all those left of the entire army of the Qedemites. Those who had been killed were 120,000 warriors.bs 11 Gideon traveled on the caravan routebt east of Nobah and Jogbehah and attacked their army while the army was unsuspecting. 12 Zebah and Zalmunna fled, and he pursued them. He captured these two kings of Midian and routed the entire army.

				13 Gideon son of Joash returned from the battle by the Ascent of Heres. 14 He captured a youth from the men of Succoth and interrogated him. The youth wrote down for him the names of the 77 princes and elders of Succoth. 15 Then he went to the men of Succoth and said,"Here are Zebah and Zalmunna. You taunted me about them, saying, 'Arebu Zebah and Zalmunna now in your power that we should give bread to your exhausted men? '" 16 So he took the elders of the city, and he took some thorns and briers from the wilderness, and he disciplined the men of Succoth with them. 17 He also tore down the tower of Penuel and killed the men of the city.

				18 He asked Zebah and Zalmunna,"What kind of men did you kill at Tabor?"

				"They were like you," they said."Each resembled the son of a king."

				19 So he said,"They were my brothers, the sons of my mother! As the Lord lives, if you had let them live, I would not kill you." 20 Then he said to Jether, his firstborn,"Get up and kill them." The youth did not draw his sword, for he was afraid because he was still a youth.

				21 Zebah and Zalmunna said,"Get up and kill us yourself, for a man is judged by his strength." So Gideon got up, killed Zebah and Zalmunna, and took the crescent ornaments that were on the necks of their camels.

				

	

Gideon's Legacy

				22 Then the Israelites said to Gideon,"Rule over us, you as well as your sons and your grandsons, for you delivered us from the power of Midian."

				23 But Gideon said to them,"I will not rule over you, and my son will not rule over you; the Lord will rule over you." 24 Then he said to them,"Let me make a request of you: Everyone give me an earring from his plunder." Now the enemy had gold earrings because they were Ishmaelites.

				25 They said,"We agree to give them." So they spread out a mantle, and everyone threw an earring from his plunder on it. 26 The weight of the gold earrings he requested was about 43 poundsbv of gold, in addition to the crescent ornaments and ear pendants, the purple garments on the kings of Midian, and the chains on the necks of their camels. 27 Gideon made an ephod from all this and put it in Ophrah, his hometown. Then all Israel prostituted themselves with it there, and it became a snare to Gideon and his household.

				28 So Midian was subdued before the Israelites, and they were no longer a threat.bw The land was peaceful 40 years during the days of Gideon. 29 Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) son of Joash went back to live at his house.

				30 Gideon had 70 sons, his own offspring, since he had many wives. 31 His concubine who was in Shechem also bore him a son, and he named him Abimelech. 32 Then Gideon son of Joash died at a ripe old age and was buried in the tomb of his father Joash in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.

				33 When Gideon died, the Israelites turned and prostituted themselves with the •Baals and made Baal-berithbx their god. 34 The Israelites did not remember the Lord their God who had delivered them from the power of the enemies around them. 35 They did not show kindness to the house of Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) for all the good he had done for Israel.

				A Principle to Live By - Thinking Consistently
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				#15 To make decisions that glorify God, we must develop a value system that is consistent with God's character.

				On the surface, Gideon's refusal to rule Israel sounds spiritually mature and noble. He appeared humble, with a sincere desire to honor God as the supreme ruler of His people. However, he proceeded to make a decision that led Israel back into idolatry. He collected gold from the plunder and made an ephod for idol worship. Gideon's household as well as all Israel worshiped it instead of the Lord their deliverer. What a tragic ending! Here was another judge whose mind was so confused by approval of paganism that he could not think and act consistently. 

				Today, as true Christians, we need to allow the Holy Spirit to renew our minds so that we view events the same way as God sees them. Then we will base our decisions on God's value system. Paul referred to this as having"the mind of Christ":

				The spiritual person, however, can evaluate everything, yet he himself cannot be evaluated by anyone. For who has known the Lord's mind, that he may instruct Him? But we have the mind of Christ. (1Co 2:15-16)  (See 1Co #6:Spiritual Wisdom.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we avoid allowing the non-biblical values of our culture from distorting our own thinking and causing us to be inconsistent in our attitudes and actions?  (See Gn #23:Cultural Influences.)

				

				

	

Abimelech Becomes King

				9 Abimelech son of Jerubbaal went to his mother's brothers at Shechem and spoke to them and to all his maternal grandfather's clan, saying, 2 "Please speak in the presence of all the lords of Shechem, 'Is it better for you that 70 men, all the sons of Jerubbaal, rule over you or that one man rule over you? ' Remember that I am your own flesh and blood."by

				3 His mother's relatives spoke all these words about him in the presence of all the lords of Shechem, and they were favorable to Abimelech, for they said,"He is our brother." 4 So they gave him 70 pieces of silver from the temple of Baal-berith.bz Abimelech hired worthless and reckless men with this money, and they followed him. 5 He went to his father's house in Ophrah and killed his 70 brothers, the sons of Jerubbaal, on top of a large stone. But Jotham, the youngest son of Jerubbaal, survived, because he hid himself. 6 Then all the lords of Shechem and of Beth-millo gathered together and proceeded to make Abimelech king at the oak of the pillar in Shechem.

				

	

Jotham's Parable

				7 When they told Jotham, he climbed to the top of Mount Gerizim, raised his voice, and called to them:

				

				Listen to me, lords of Shechem,

				and may God listen to you:

				

				8 The trees set out

				to anoint a king over themselves.

				They said to the olive tree,"Reign over us."

				9 But the olive tree said to them,

				"Should I stop giving my oil

				that honors both God and man,

				and ruleca over the trees?"

				

				10 Then the trees said to the fig tree,

				"Come and reign over us."

				11 But the fig tree said to them,

				"Should I stop giving

				my sweetness and my good fruit,

				and rulecb over trees?"

				

				12 Later, the trees said to the grapevine,

				"Come and reign over us."

				13 But the grapevine said to them,

				"Should I stop giving my wine

				that cheers both God and man,

				and rulecc over trees?"

				

				14 Finally, all the trees said to the bramble,

				"Come and reign over us."

				15 The bramble said to the trees,

				"If you really are anointing me

				as king over you,

				come and find refuge in my shade.

				But if not,

				may fire come out from the bramble

				and consume the cedars of Lebanon."

				

				16 "Now if you have acted faithfully and honestly in making Abimelech king, if you have done well by Jerubbaal and his family, and if you have rewarded him appropriately for what he did — 17 for my father fought for you, risked his life, and delivered you from the hand of Midian, 18 and now you have attacked my father's house today, killed his 70 sons on top of a large stone, and made Abimelech, the son of his slave, king over the lords of Shechem 'because he is your brother' — 19 if then you have acted faithfully and honestly with Jerubbaal and his house this day, rejoice in Abimelech and may he also rejoice in you. 20 But if not, may fire come from Abimelech and consume the lords of Shechem and Beth-millo, and may fire come from the lords of Shechem and Beth-millo and consume Abimelech." 21 Then Jotham fled, escaping to Beer, and lived there because of his brother Abimelech.

				

	

Abimelech's Punishment

				22 When Abimelech had ruled over Israel three years, 23 God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the lords of Shechem. They treated Abimelech deceitfully, 24 so that the crime against the 70 sons of Jerubbaal might come to justice and their blood would be avenged on their brother Abimelech, who killed them, and on the lords of Shechem, who had helped him kill his brothers. 25 The lords of Shechem rebelled against him by putting people on the tops of the mountains to ambush and rob everyone who passed by them on the road. So this was reported to Abimelech.

				26 Gaal son of Ebed came with his brothers and crossed into Shechem, and the lords of Shechem trusted him. 27 So they went out to the countryside and harvested grapes from their vineyards. They trampled the grapes and held a celebration. Then they went to the house of their god, and as they ate and drank, they cursed Abimelech. 28 Gaal son of Ebed said,"Who is Abimelech and who is Shechem that we should serve him? Isn't he the son of Jerubbaal, and isn't Zebul his officer? You are to serve the men of Hamor, the father of Shechem. Why should we serve Abimelech? 29 If only these people were in my power, I would remove Abimelech." So he said cd to Abimelech,"Gather your army and come out."

				30 When Zebul, the ruler of the city, heard the words of Gaal son of Ebed, he was angry. 31 So he sent messengers secretly to Abimelech, saying,"Look, Gaal son of Ebed, with his brothers, have come to Shechem and are turning the city against you.ce 32 Now tonight, you and the people with you are to come wait in ambush in the countryside. 33 Then get up early, and at sunrise charge the city. When he and the people who are with him come out against you, do to him whatever you can."cf 34 So Abimelech and all the people with him got up at night and waited in ambush for Shechem in four units.

				35 Gaal son of Ebed went out and stood at the entrance of the city gate. Then Abimelech and the people who were with him got up from their ambush. 36 When Gaal saw the people, he said to Zebul,"Look, people are coming down from the mountaintops!" But Zebul said to him,"The shadows of the mountains look like men to you."

				37 Then Gaal spoke again,"Look, people are coming down from the central part of the land, and one unit is coming from the direction of the Diviners' Oak." 38 Zebul replied,cg"Where is your mouthing off now? You said, 'Who is Abimelech that we should serve him? ' Aren't these the people you despised? Now go and fight them!"

				39 So Gaal went out leading the lords of Shechem and fought against Abimelech, 40 but Abimelech pursued him, and Gaal fled before him. Many wounded died as far as the entrance of the gate. 41 Abimelech stayed in Arumah, and Zebul drove Gaal and his brothers from Shechem.

				42 The next day when the people went into the countryside, this was reported to Abimelech. 43 He took the people, divided them into three companies, and waited in ambush in the countryside. He looked, and the people were coming out of the city, so he arose against them and struck them down. 44 Then Abimelech and the units that were with him rushed forward and took their stand at the entrance of the city gate. The other two units rushed against all who were in the countryside and struck them down. 45 So Abimelech fought against the city that entire day, captured it, and killed the people who were in it. Then he tore down the city and sowed it with salt.

				46 When all the lords of the Tower of Shechem heard, they entered the inner chamberch of the temple of El-berith. 47 Then it was reported to Abimelech that all the lords of the Tower of Shechem had gathered together. 48 So Abimelech and all the people who were with him went up to Mount Zalmon. Abimelech took his ax in his hand and cut a branch from the trees. He picked up the branch, put it on his shoulder, and said to the people who were with him,"Hurry and do what you have seen me do." 49 Each person also cut his own branch and followed Abimelech. They put the branches against the inner chamber and set it on fire around the people, and all the people in the Tower of Shechem died — about 1,000 men and women.

				50 Abimelech went to Thebez, camped against it, and captured it. 51 There was a strong tower inside the city, and all the men, women, and lords of the city fled there. They locked themselves in and went up to the roof of the tower. 52 When Abimelech came to attack the tower, he approached its entrance to set it on fire. 53 But a woman threw the upper portion of a millstone on Abimelech's head and fractured his skull. 54 He quickly called his armor-bearer and said to him,"Draw your sword and kill me, or they'll say about me, 'A woman killed him.'" So his armor-bearer thrust him through, and he died. 55 When the Israelites saw that Abimelech was dead, they all went home.

				56 In this way, God turned back on Abimelech the evil that he had done against his father, by killing his 70 brothers. 57 And God also returned all the evil of the men of Shechem on their heads. So the curse of Jotham son of Jerubbaal came on them.

				A Principle to Live By - Reciprocal Experiences
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				#16 We are to treat others fairly and justly or God may discipline us by allowing what we have done to others to happen to us.

				Abimelech was one of Gideon's many sons. However, his mother was a concubine, not an official wife, which created serious conflict in Gideon's larger clan. Abimelech killed his 70 brothers who were born to Gideon's official wives—only the youngest escaped. 

				Within three years, the leaders in Shechem who helped Abimelech carry out his murderous plot turned against him. While attacking a city tower, he was mortally wounded when a woman dropped a millstone on his head. The conclusion:"God turned back on Abimelech the evil that he had done against his father, by killing his 70 brothers" (v. 56).  (See Gn #46:Sin Patterns.)

				Today as new covenant believers, we are called upon to live by a higher standard. Jesus called us not to judge or condemn—or we will be judged and condemned in turn—but to forgive and give (Lk 6:37-38). Paul made this point clear in his letter to the Romans:

				Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Try to do what is honorable in everyone's eyes. If possible, on your part, live at peace with everyone. Friends, do not avenge yourselves; instead, leave room for His wrath. For it is written: Vengeance belongs to Me; I will repay, says the Lord. (Rm 12:17-19)  (See Rm #24:Avoiding Vengeance.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do we reconcile turning the other cheek (Mt 5:39) with the need for justice and punishment for those who engage in criminal activities (Rm 13:1-6)?  (See Rm #25:Civic Responsibilities.)

				

				

	

Tola and Jair

				10 After Abimelech, Tola son of Puah, son of Dodo became judge and began to deliver Israel. He was from Issachar and lived in Shamir in the hill country of Ephraim. 2 Tola judged Israel 23 years and when he died, was buried in Shamir.

				3 After him came Jair the Gileadite, who judged Israel 22 years. 4 He had 30 sons who rode on 30 donkeys. They had 30 towns ci in Gilead, which are called Jair's Villagescj to this day. 5 When Jair died, he was buried in Kamon.

				

	

Israel's Rebellion and Repentance

				6 Then the Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord. They worshiped the •Baals and the •Ashtoreths, the gods of Aram, Sidon, and Moab, and the gods of the Ammonites and the Philistines. They abandoned •Yahweh and did not worship Him. 7 So the Lord's anger burned against Israel, and He sold them tock the Philistines and the Ammonites. 8 They shattered and crushed the Israelites that year, and for 18 years they did the same to all the Israelites who were on the other side of the Jordan in the land of the Amorites in Gilead. 9 The Ammonites also crossed the Jordan to fight against Judah, Benjamin, and the house of Ephraim. Israel was greatly oppressed, 10 so they cried out to the Lord, saying,"We have sinned against You. We have abandoned our God and worshiped the Baals."

				11 The Lord said to the Israelites,"When the Egyptians, Amorites, Ammonites, Philistines, 12 Sidonians, Amalekites, and Maonites cl oppressed you, and you cried out to Me, did I not deliver you from their power? 13 But you have abandoned Me and worshiped other gods. Therefore, I will not deliver you again. 14 Go and cry out to the gods you have chosen. Let them deliver you in the time of your oppression."

				15 But the Israelites said,"We have sinned. Deal with us as You see fit;cm only deliver us today!" 16 So they got rid of the foreign gods among them and worshiped the Lord, and He became weary of Israel's misery.

				17 The Ammonites were called together, and they camped in Gilead. So the Israelites assembled and camped at Mizpah. 18 The rulerscn of Gilead said to one another,"Which man will lead the fight against the Ammonites? He will be the leader of all the inhabitants of Gilead."

				A Principle to Live By - Light in the Darkness

				[image: Getz0246.png]

				#17 Followers of Jesus Christ are to view the decadence that surrounds them as an opportunity to be God's light in the darkness.

				There are times when God became so frustrated with Israel, He threatened to abandon them. It happened at Mount Sinai when Israel worshiped the golden calf. However, because of Moses' sincere intercession, God"relented" (Ex 32:14)—something we cannot comprehend. But this we know: God is a God of mercy and grace!  (See Ex #33:Supernatural Compassion.)

				Here again is one of those moments in Israel's history. After delivering Israel again and again from their oppressors, God finally said that He would not deliver them one more time. But once again God relented when the children of Israel confessed their sins,"got rid of the foreign gods," and worshiped only Him (Jdg 10:15-16). Israel emerged from darkness and became a light to the nations.

				The apostle Paul described what happened when people claimed to"be wise" but"became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images" (Rm 1:22-23). This downward spiral led to horrible decadence (see Rm 1:24-31). While unfortunately we are in this downward spiral today, we must remember that the church was born in the midst of this kind of evil environment. The very darkness in culture enables believers to become"salt" and"light" to set people free from sin's bondage (Mt 5:13-14). The Corinthians were a dramatic example of a dark culture:

				Do not be deceived: No sexually immoral people, idolaters, adulterers, or anyone practicing homosexuality, no thieves, greedy people, drunkards, verbally abusive people, or swindlers will inherit God's kingdom. And some of you used to be like this. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1Co 6:9b-11)  (See Eph #12:Walking in the Light.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we be light in a dark world without allowing the darkness to negatively impact our own lives?  (See 1Th #10:Christ's Return; 1Jn #6: Overcoming the World.)

				

				

	

Jephthah Becomes Israel's Leader

				11 Jephthah the Gileadite was a great warrior, but he was the son of a prostitute, and Gilead was his father. 2 Gilead's wife bore him sons, and when they grew up, they drove Jephthah out and said to him,"You will have no inheritance in our father's house, because you are the son of another woman." 3 So Jephthah fled from his brothers and lived in the land of Tob. Then some lawless men joined Jephthah and traveled with him.

				4 Some time later, the Ammonites fought against Israel. 5 When the Ammonites made war with Israel, the elders of Gilead went to get Jephthah from the land of Tob. 6 They said to him,"Come, be our commander, and let's fight against the Ammonites."

				7 Jephthah replied to the elders of Gilead,"Didn't you hate me and drive me from my father's house? Why then have you come to me now when you're in trouble?"

				8 They answered Jephthah,"Since that's true, we now turn to you. Come with us, fight the Ammonites, and you will become leader of all the inhabitants of Gilead."

				9 So Jephthah said to them,"If you are bringing me back to fight the Ammonites and the Lord gives them to me, I will be your leader."

				10 The elders of Gilead said to Jephthah,"The Lord is our witness if we don't do as you say." 11 So Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead. The people put him over themselves as leader and commander, and Jephthah repeated all his terms in the presence of the Lord at Mizpah.

				

	

Jephthah Rejects Ammonite Claims

				12 Jephthah sent messengers to the king of the Ammonites, saying,"What do you have against me that you have come to fight against me in my land?"

				13 The king of the Ammonites said to Jephthah's messengers,"When Israel came from Egypt, they seized my land from the Arnon to the Jabbok and the Jordan. Now restore it peaceably."

				14 Jephthah again sent messengers to the king of the Ammonites 15 to tell him,"This is what Jephthah says: Israel did not take away the land of Moab or the land of the Ammonites. 16  But when they came from Egypt, Israel traveled through the wilderness to the •Red Sea and came to Kadesh. 17 Israel sent messengers to the king of Edom, saying, 'Please let us travel through your land,' but the king of Edom would not listen. They also sent messengers to the king of Moab, but he refused. So Israel stayed in Kadesh.

				18 "Then they traveled through the wilderness and around the lands of Edom and Moab. They came to the east side of the land of Moab and camped on the other side of the Arnon but did not enter into the territory of Moab, for the Arnon was the boundary of Moab.

				19 "Then Israel sent messengers to Sihon king of the Amorites, king of Heshbon. Israel said to him, 'Please let us travel through your land to our country,' 20 but Sihon would not trust Israel to pass through his territory. Instead, Sihon gathered all his people, camped at Jahaz, and fought with Israel. 21 Then the Lord God of Israel handed over Sihon and all his people to Israel, and they defeated them. So Israel took possession of the entire land of the Amorites who lived in that country. 22 They took possession of all the territory of the Amorites from the Arnon to the Jabbok and from the wilderness to the Jordan.

				23 "The Lord God of Israel has now driven out the Amorites before His people Israel, and will you now force us out? 24 Isn't it true that you may possess whatever your god Chemosh drives out for you, and we may possess everything the Lord our God drives out before us? 25 Now are you any better than Balak son of Zippor, king of Moab? Did he ever contend with Israel or fight against them? 26 While Israel lived 300 years in Heshbon and its villages, in Aroer and its villages, and in all the cities that are on the banks of the Arnon, why didn't you take them back at that time? 27 I have not sinned against you, but you have wronged me by fighting against me. Let the Lord who is the Judge decide today between the Israelites and the Ammonites." 28 But the king of the Ammonites would not listen to Jephthah's message that he sent him.

				

	

Jephthah's Vow and Sacrifice

				29 The Spirit of the Lord came on Jephthah, who traveled through Gilead and Manasseh, and then through Mizpah of Gilead. He crossed over to the Ammonites from Mizpah of Gilead. 30 Jephthah made this vow to the Lord:"If You will hand over the Ammonites to me, 31 whatever comes out of the doors of my house to greet me when I return in peace from the Ammonites will belong to the Lord, and I will offer it as a •burnt offering."

				32 Jephthah crossed over to the Ammonites to fight against them, and the Lord handed them over to him. 33 He defeated 20 of their cities with a great slaughter from Aroer all the way to the entrance of Minnith and to Abel-keramim. So the Ammonites were subdued before the Israelites.

				34 When Jephthah went to his home in Mizpah, there was his daughter, coming out to meet him with tambourines and dancing! She was his only child; he had no other son or daughter besides her. 35 When he saw her, he tore his clothes and said,"No! Not my daughter! You have devastated me! You have brought great misery on me.co I have given my word to the Lord and cannot take it back."

				36 Then she said to him,"My father, you have given your word to the Lord. Do to me as you have said, for the Lord brought vengeance on your enemies, the Ammonites." 37 She also said to her father,"Let me do this one thing: Let me wander two months through the mountains with my friends and mourn my virginity."

				38 "Go," he said. And he sent her away two months. So she left with her friends and mourned her virginity as she wandered through the mountains. 39 At the end of two months, she returned to her father, and he kept the vow he had made about her. And she had never been intimate with a man. Now it became a custom in Israel 40 that four days each year the young women of Israel would commemorate the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite.

				

	

Conflict with Ephraim

				12 The men of Ephraim were called together and crossed the Jordan to Zaphon. They said to Jephthah,"Why have you crossed over to fight against the Ammonites but didn't call us to go with you? We will burn your house down with you in it!"

				2 Then Jephthah said to them,"My people and I had a serious conflict with the Ammonites. So I called for you, but you didn't deliver me from their power. 3 When I saw that you weren't going to deliver me, I took my life in my own hands and crossed over to the Ammonites, and the Lord handed them over to me. Why then have you comecp today to fight against me?"

				4 Then Jephthah gathered all of the men of Gilead. They fought and defeated Ephraim, because Ephraim had said,"You Gileadites are Ephraimite fugitives in the territories of Ephraim and Manasseh." 5 The Gileadites captured the fords of the Jordan leading to Ephraim. Whenever a fugitive from Ephraim said,"Let me cross over," the Gileadites asked him,"Are you an Ephraimite?" If he answered,"No," 6 they told him,"Please say Shibboleth." If he said,"Sibboleth," because he could not pronounce it correctly, they seized him and killed him at the fords of the Jordan. At that time 42,000 from Ephraim died.

				7 Jephthah judged Israel six years, and when he died, he was buried in one of the cities of Gilead. cq

				

	

Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon

				8 Ibzan, who was from Bethlehem, judged Israel after Jephthah 9 and had 30 sons. He gave his 30 daughters in marriage to men outside the tribe and brought back 30 wives for his sons from outside the tribe. Ibzan judged Israel seven years, 10 and when he died, he was buried in Bethlehem.

				11 Elon, who was from Zebulun, judged Israel after Ibzan. He judged Israel 10 years, 12 and when he died, he was buried in Aijalon in the land of Zebulun.

				13 After Elon, Abdon son of Hillel, who was from Pirathon, judged Israel. 14 He had 40 sons and 30 grandsons, who rode on 70 donkeys. Abdon judged Israel eight years, 15 and when he died, he was buried in Pirathon in the land of Ephraim, in the hill country of the Amalekites.

				

	

Birth of Samson, the Last Judge

				13 The Israelites again did what was evil in the Lord's sight, so the Lord handed them over to the Philistines 40 years. 2 There was a certain man from Zorah, from the family of Dan, whose name was Manoah; his wife was unable to conceive and had no children. 3 The Angel of the Lord appeared to the woman and said to her,"It is true that you are unable to conceive and have no children, but you will conceive and give birth to a son. 4 Now please be careful not to drink wine or beer, or to eat anything •unclean;5 for indeed, you will conceive and give birth to a son. You must never cut his hair,cr because the boy will be a Nazirite to God from birth, and he will begin to save Israel from the power of the Philistines."

				6 Then the woman went and told her husband,"A man of God came to me. He looked like the awe-inspiring Angel of God. I didn't ask Him where He came from, and He didn't tell me His name. 7 He said to me, 'You will conceive and give birth to a son. Therefore, do not drink wine or beer, and do not eat anything unclean, because the boy will be a Nazirite to God from birth until the day of his death.'"

				8 Manoah prayed to the Lord and said,"Please Lord, let the man of God you sent come again to us and teach us what we should do for the boy who will be born."

				9 God listened tocs Manoah, and the Angel of God came again to the woman. She was sitting in the field, and her husband Manoah was not with her. 10 The woman ran quickly to her husband and told him,"The man who came to me today has just come back!"

				11 So Manoah got up and followed his wife. When he came to the man, he asked,"Are You the man who spoke to my wife?"

				"I am," He said.

				12 Then Manoah asked,"When Your words come true, what will the boy's responsibilities and missionct be?"

				13 The Angel of the Lord answered Manoah,"Your wife needs to do everything I told her. 14 She must not eat anything that comes from the grapevine or drink wine or beer. And she must not eat anything unclean. Your wife must do everything I have commanded her."

				15 "Please stay here," Manoah told Him,"and we will prepare a young goat for You."

				16 The Angel of the Lord said to him,"If I stay, I won't eat your food. But if you want to prepare a •burnt offering, offer it to the Lord." For Manoah did not know He was the Angel of the Lord.

				17 Then Manoah said to Him,"What is Your name, so that we may honor You when Your words come true?"

				18 "Why do you ask My name," the Angel of the Lord asked him,"since it is wonderful."

				19 Manoah took a young goat and a •grain offering and offered them on a rock to the Lord, and He did a wonderful thing cu while Manoah and his wife were watching. 20 When the flame went up from the altar to the sky, the Angel of the Lord went up in its flame. When Manoah and his wife saw this, they fell facedown on the ground. 21 The Angel of the Lord did not appear again to Manoah and his wife. Then Manoah realized that it was the Angel of the Lord.

				22 "We're going to die," he said to his wife,"because we have seen God!"

				23 But his wife said to him,"If the Lord had intended to kill us, He wouldn't have accepted the burnt offering and the grain offering from us, and He would not have shown us all these things or spoken to us now like this."

				24 So the woman gave birth to a son and named him Samson. The boy grew, and the Lord blessed him. 25 Then the Spirit of the Lord began to direct him in the Camp of Dan,cv between Zorah and Eshtaol.

				

	

Samson's Riddle

				14 Samson went down to Timnah and saw a young Philistine woman there. 2 He went back and told his father and his mother:"I have seen a young Philistine woman in Timnah. Now get her for me as a wife."

				3 But his father and mother said to him,"Can't you findcw a young woman among your relatives or among any of our people? Must you go to the uncircumcised Philistines for a wife?"

				But Samson told his father,"Get her for me, because I want her."cx4 Now his father and mother did not know this was from the Lord, who was seeking an occasion against the Philistines. At that time, the Philistines were ruling over Israel.

				5 Samson went down to Timnah with his father and mother and came to the vineyards of Timnah. Suddenly a young lion came roaring at him, 6 the Spirit of the Lord took control ofcy him, and he tore the lion apart with his bare hands as he might have torn a young goat. But he did not tell his father or mother what he had done. 7 Then he went and spoke to the woman, because Samson wanted her.cz

				8 After some time, when he returned to get her, he left the road to see the lion's carcass, and there was a swarm of bees with honey in the carcass. 9 He scooped some honey into his hands and ate it as he went along. When he returned to his father and mother, he gave some to them and they ate it. But he did not tell them that he had scooped the honey from the lion's carcass.

				10 His father went to visit the woman, and Samson prepared a feast there, as young men were accustomed to do. 11 When the Philistines saw him, they brought 30 men to accompany him.

				12 "Let me tell you a riddle," Samson said to them."If you can explain it to me during the seven days of the feast and figure it out, I will give you 30 linen garments and 30 changes of clothes. 13 But if you can't explain it to me, you must give me 30 linen garments and 30 changes of clothes."

				"Tell us your riddle," they replied.da"Let's hear it."

				14 So he said to them:

				

				Out of the eater came something to eat,

				and out of the strong came something sweet.

				

				After three days, they were unable to explain the riddle. 15 On the fourth db day they said to Samson's wife,"Persuade your husband to explain the riddle to us, or we will burn you and your father's household to death. Did you invite us here to rob us?"

				16 So Samson's wife came to him, weeping, and said,"You hate me and don't love me! You told my people the riddle, but haven't explained it to me."

				"Look," he said,dc"I haven't even explained it to my father or mother, so why should I explain it to you?"

				17 She wept the whole seven days of the feast, and at last, on the seventh day, he explained it to her, because she had nagged him so much. Then she explained it to her people. 18 On the seventh day, before sunset, the men of the city said to him:

				

				What is sweeter than honey?

				What is stronger than a lion?

				

				So he said to them:

				

				If you hadn't plowed with my young cow,

				you wouldn't know my riddle now!

				

				19 The Spirit of the Lord took control of him, and he went down to Ashkelon and killed 30 of their men. He stripped them and gave their clothes to those who had explained the riddle. In a rage, Samson returned to his father's house, 20 and his wife was given to one of the men who had accompanied him.

				

	

Samson's Revenge

				15 Later on, during the wheat harvest, Samson took a young goat as a gift and visited his wife."I want to go to my wife in her room," he said. But her father would not let him enter.

				2 "I was sure you hated her," her father said,"so I gave her to one of the men who accompanied you. Isn't her younger sister more beautiful than she is? Why not take her instead?"

				3 Samson said to them,"This time I won't be responsible when I harm the Philistines." 4 So he went out and caught 300 foxes. He took torches, turned the foxes tail-to-tail, and put a torch between each pair of tails. 5 Then he ignited the torches and released the foxes into the standing grain of the Philistines. He burned up the piles of grain and the standing grain as well as the vineyards and olive groves.

				6 Then the Philistines asked,"Who did this?"

				They were told,"It was Samson, the Timnite's son-in-law, because he has taken Samson's wife and given her to another man." So the Philistines went to her and her father and burned them to death.

				7 Then Samson told them,"Because you did this, I swear that I won't rest until I have taken vengeance on you." 8 He tore them limb from limbdd with a great slaughter, and he went down and stayed in the cave at the rock of Etam.

				9 The Philistines went up, camped in Judah, and raided Lehi. 10 So the men of Judah said,"Why have you attacked us?"

				They replied,"We have come to arrest Samson and pay him back for what he did to us."

				11 Then 3,000 men of Judah went to the cave at the rock of Etam, and they asked Samson,"Don't you realize that the Philistines rule over us? What have you done to us?"

				"I have done to them what they did to me," he answered.de

				12 They said to him,"We've come to arrest you and hand you over to the Philistines."

				Then Samson told them,"Swear to me that you yourselves won't kill me."

				13 "No," they said,df"we won't kill you, but we will tie you up securely and hand you over to them." So they tied him up with two new ropes and led him away from the rock.

				14 When he came to Lehi, the Philistines came to meet him shouting. The Spirit of the Lord took control ofdg him, and the ropes that were on his arms became like burnt flax and his bonds fell off his wrists. 15 He found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, reached out his hand, took it, and killed 1,000 men with it. 16 Then Samson said:

				

				With the jawbone of a donkey

				I have piled them in a heap.

				With the jawbone of a donkey

				I have killed 1,000 men.

				

				17 When he finished speaking, he threw away the jawbone and named that place Ramath-lehi. 18 He became very thirsty and called out to the Lord:"You have accomplished this great victory throughdh Your servant. Must I now die of thirst and fall into the hands of the uncircumcised?" 19 So God split a hollow place in the ground at Lehi, and water came out of it. After Samson drank, his strength returned, and he revived. That is why he named it En-hakkore, which is in Lehi to this day. 20 And he judged Israel 20 years in the days of the Philistines.

				

	

Samson and Delilah

				16 Samson went to Gaza, where he saw a prostitute and went to bed with her. 2 When the Gazites heard that Samson was there, they surrounded the place and waited in ambush for him all that night at the city gate. While they were waiting quietly,di they said,"Let us wait until dawn; then we will kill him." 3 But Samson stayed in bed until midnight when he got up, took hold of the doors of the city gate along with the two gateposts, and pulled them out, bar and all. He put them on his shoulders and took them to the top of the mountain overlooking Hebron.

				4 Some time later, he fell in love with a woman named Delilah, who lived in the Sorek Valley. 5 The Philistine leaders went to her and said,"Persuade him to tell youdj where his great strength comes from, so we can overpower him, tie him up, and make him helpless. Each of us will then give you 1,100 pieces of silver."

				6 So Delilah said to Samson,"Please tell me, where does your great strength come from? How could someone tie you up and make you helpless?"

				7 Samson told her,"If they tie me up with seven fresh bowstrings that have not been dried, I will become weak and be like any other man."

				8 The Philistine leaders brought her seven fresh bowstrings that had not been dried, and she tied him up with them. 9 While the men in ambush were waiting in her room, she called out to him,"Samson, the Philistines are here!"dk But he snapped the bowstrings as a strand of yarn snaps when it touches fire. The secret of his strength remained unknown.

				10 Then Delilah said to Samson,"You have mocked me and told me lies! Won't you please tell me how you can be tied up?"

				11 He told her,"If they tie me up with new ropes that have never been used, I will become weak and be like any other man."

				12 Delilah took new ropes, tied him up with them, and shouted,"Samson, the Philistines are here!"dl But while the men in ambush were waiting in her room, he snapped the ropes off his arms like a thread.

				13 Then Delilah said to Samson,"You have mocked me all along and told me lies! Tell me how you can be tied up."

				He told her,"If you weave the seven braids on my head with the web of a loom —" dm

				14 She fastened the braids with a pin and called to him,"Samson, the Philistines are here!"dn He awoke from his sleep and pulled out the pin, with the loom and the web.

				15 "How can you say, 'I love you,'" she told him,"when your heart is not with me? This is the third time you have mocked me and not told me what makes your strength so great!"

				16 Because she nagged him day after day and pleaded with him until she wore him out,do 17 he told her the whole truth and said to her,"My hair has never been cut,dp because I am a Nazirite to God from birth. If I am shaved, my strength will leave me, and I will become weak and be like any other man."

				18 When Delilah realized that he had told her the whole truth, she sent this message to the Philistine leaders:"Come one more time, for he has told me the whole truth." The Philistine leaders came to her and brought the money with them.

				19 Then she let him fall asleep on her lap and called a man to shave off the seven braids on his head. In this way, she made him helpless, dq and his strength left him. 20 Then she cried,"Samson, the Philistines are here!"dr When he awoke from his sleep, he said,"I will escape as I did before and shake myself free." But he did not know that the Lord had left him.

				

	

Samson's Defeat and Death

				21 The Philistines seized him and gouged out his eyes. They brought him down to Gaza and bound him with bronze shackles, and he was forced to grind grain in the prison. 22 But his hair began to grow back after it had been shaved.

				23 Now the Philistine leaders gathered together to offer a great sacrifice to their god Dagon. They rejoiced and said:

				

				Our god has handed over

				our enemy Samson to us.

				

				24 When the people saw him, they praised their god and said:

				

				Our god has handed over to us

				our enemy who destroyed our land

				and who multiplied our dead.

				

				25 When they were drunk,ds they said,"Bring Samson here to entertain us." So they brought Samson from prison, and he entertained them. They had him stand between the pillars.

				26 Samson said to the young man who was leading him by the hand,"Lead me where I can feel the pillars supporting the temple, so I can lean against them." 27 The temple was full of men and women; all the leaders of the Philistines were there, and about 3,000 men and women were on the roof watching Samson entertain them. 28 He called out to the Lord:"Lord God, please remember me. Strengthen me, God, just once more. With one act of vengeance, let me pay back the Philistines for my two eyes." 29 Samson took hold of the two middle pillars supporting the temple and leaned against them, one on his right hand and the other on his left. 30 Samson said,"Let me die with the Philistines." He pushed with all his might, and the temple fell on the leaders and all the people in it. And the dead he killed at his death were more than those he had killed in his life.

				31 Then his brothers and his father's family came down, carried him back, and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of his father Manoah. So he judged Israel 20 years.

				A Principle to Live By - Stories that Teach

				[image: Getz0247.png]

				#18 When we read biblical stories of people's lives, we should look for the lessons we can learn from both their successes and their failures.

				What happened in Samson's life personifies and illustrates dramatically and sadly what happened within Israel as a nation. 

				1.	God chose to use Samson to begin to deliver Israel from the Philistines before they even called out for deliverance, just as He called Israel to be His chosen people in order to bring salvation to the whole world when no one was actually seeking after God (Gn 12:1-3; Jdg 13:1-5).

				2.	God chose Samson to a life of separation and devotion just as He called Israel as a nation for the same purpose (Ex 20:1-17; Jdg 13:4-5). 

				3.	Samson turned out to be a rash, opportunistic, and immature personality, just as Israel took advantage of God's love and grace and did evil in His sight (Ex 32:1-6; Jdg 14:1-7).

				4.	Samson was relentlessly drawn to foreign women, just as the Israelites again and again committed spiritual adultery with foreign gods (2:8-13; 16:1-4).

				5.	Samson experienced the bondage and oppression of the enemy, just as Israel did under the Canaanites (2:14-15; 16:21).

				6.	Samson cried out to God in the midst of his oppression, just as Israel cried out when they were oppressed by the nations (3:9,15; 4:3; 6:7; 10:10; 16:28).

				7.	God heard Samson's plea for help in the midst of his oppression, just as He heard Israel's plea for help in the midst of their oppression (3:9,15; 4:4; 6:7; 16:29-30). 

				Why did God choose Samson and his story? Was it not to speak to His people in years and centuries to follow? This is one of the major reasons the Old Testament has been written:

				

				Now these things happened to them as examples, and they were written as a warning to us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. So, whoever thinks he stands must be careful not to fall. (1Co 10:11-12)  (See 1Co #22:Lessons from Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				What biblical and contemporary stories have impacted your life and encouraged you to live a more dedicated life for Jesus Christ?

				

				

				

	

Micah's Priest

				17 There was a man from the hill country of Ephraim named Micah. 2 He said to his mother,"The 1,100 pieces of silver taken from you, and that I heard you utter a curse about — here, I have the silver with me. I took it. So now I return it to you." dt

				Then his mother said,"My son, you are blessed by the Lord!"

				3 He returned the 1,100 pieces of silver to his mother, and his mother said,"I personally consecrate the silver to the Lord for my son's benefit to make a carved image overlaid with silver."du 4 So he returned the silver to his mother, and she took five pounds of silver and gave it to a silversmith. He made it into a carved image overlaid with silver,dv and it was in Micah's house.

				5 This man Micah had a shrine, and he made an •ephod and household idols, and installed one of his sons to be his priest. 6 In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did whatever he wanted.dw

				7 There was a young man, a Levite from Bethlehem in Judah, who resided within the clan of Judah.8 The man left the town of Bethlehem in Judah to settle wherever he could find a place. On his way he came to Micah's home in the hill country of Ephraim.

				9 "Where do you come from?" Micah asked him.

				He answered him,"I am a Levite from Bethlehem in Judah, and I'm going to settle wherever I can find a place."

				10 Micah replied,dx"Stay with me and be my father and priest, and I will give you four ounces of silver a year, along with your clothing and provisions." So the Levite went in 11 and agreed to stay with the man, and the young man became like one of his sons. 12 Micah consecrated the Levite, and the young man became his priest and lived in Micah's house. 13 Then Micah said,"Now I know that the Lord will be good to me, because a Levite has become my priest."

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Religious Syncretism

				[image: Getz0248.png]

				#19 We must be extremely cautious that we never combine pagan concepts with true biblical values.

				In this story, Micah set up his own house of worship and hired his own priest. Though he still claimed to worship the God who had delivered Israel from their enemies, he added a number of other gods. Tragically, this kind of syncretism spread throughout Israel and eventually became part of worship when the tabernacle was set up in Shiloh (18:31). 

				What Micah did is similar to what happened when Aaron molded a golden calf. The children of Israel were not denying God's existence. Rather, they wanted a representative of God—a god that they could see and touch. This was a reversion to the pagan idolatry they had learned in Egypt (Ex 32:1-4).  (See Ex #32:The Sin of Idolatry.)

				We see this happening in various ways during the 350-year period of the judges. Israel mixed their belief in the one true God with their belief in false gods. Eventually, these idols became more important to them than the God who led them out of Egypt. What they did was a blatant violation of the first two commandments (see Ex 20:3-6). 

				Paul faced this problem in the Corinthian church. Judaizers, who believed in Moses and the Messiah, at the same time encouraged the Corinthians to participate in fellowship meals at the pagan temples and to dabble in spiritism. Thus Paul wrote,

				What agreement does Christ have with Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? And what agreement does God's sanctuary have with idols? (2Co 6:15-16a)  (See 2Co #10:Proper Relationships.)

				Even as Christians, we must constantly be on guard against allowing ourselves to serve and worship false gods. In an extreme way, this has happened within Christianity where, in some cultures, witch doctors have actually conducted worship side-by-side with so-called Christian leaders. 

				Reflection and Response

				How can we avoid allowing the gods of materialism, secularism, and sensualism to become a part of our Christian lifestyle?  (See Ps #77:Avoiding Idolatry.)

				

				

	

Dan's Invasion and Idolatry

				18 In those days, there was no king in Israel, and the Danite tribe was looking for territory to occupy. Up to that time no territory had been captured by them among the tribes of Israel. 2 So the Danites sent out five brave men from all their clans, from Zorah and Eshtaol, to scout out the land and explore it. They told them,"Go and explore the land."

				They came to the hill country of Ephraim as far as the home of Micah and spent the night there. 3 While they were near Micah's home, they recognized the speech of the young Levite. So they went over to him and asked,"Who brought you here? What are you doing in this place? What is keeping you here?" 4 He told them what Micah had done for him and that he had hired him as his priest.

				5 Then they said to him,"Please inquire of God so we will know if we will have a successful journey."

				6 The priest told them,"Go in peace. The Lord is watching over the journey you are going on."

				7 The five men left and came to Laish. They saw that the people who were there were living securely, in the same way as the Sidonians, quiet and unsuspecting. There was nothing lackingdy in the land and no oppressive ruler. They were far from the Sidonians, having no alliance with anyone. dz

				8 When the men went back to their clans at Zorah and Eshtaol, their people asked them,"What did you find out?"

				9 They answered,"Come on, let's go up against them, for we have seen the land, and it is very good. Why wait? Don't hesitate to go and invade and take possession of the land! 10 When you get there, you will come to an unsuspecting people and a spacious land, for God has handed it over to you. It is a place where nothing on earth is lacking." 11 Six hundred Danites departed from Zorah and Eshtaol armed with weapons of war. 12 They went up and camped at Kiriath-jearim in Judah. This is why the place is called the Camp of Danea to this day; it is west of Kiriath-jearim. 13 From there they traveled to the hill country of Ephraim and arrived at Micah's house.

				14 The five men who had gone to scout out the land of Laish told their brothers,"Did you know that there are an •ephod, household gods, and a carved image overlaid with silvereb in these houses? Now think about what you should do." 15 So they detoured there and went to the house of the young Levite at the home of Micah and greeted him. 16 The 600 Danite men were standing by the entrance of the gate, armed with their weapons of war. 17 Then the five men who had gone to scout out the land went in and took the carved image overlaid with silver,ec the ephod, and the household idols, while the priest was standing by the entrance of the gate with the 600 men armed with weapons of war.

				18 When they entered Micah's house and took the carved image overlaid with silver,ed the ephod, and the household idols, the priest said to them,"What are you doing?"

				19 They told him,"Be quiet. Keep your mouth shut.ee Come with us and be a father and a priest to us. Is it better for you to be a priest for the house of one person or for you to be a priest for a tribe and family in Israel?" 20 So the priest was pleased and took his ephod, household idols, and carved image, and went with the people. 21 They prepared to leave, putting their small children, livestock, and possessions in front of them.

				22 After they were some distance from Micah's house, the men who were in the houses near it mobilized and caught up with the Danites. 23 They called to the Danites, who turned to face them, and said to Micah,"What's the matter with you that you mobilized the men?"

				24 He said,"You took the gods I had made and the priest, and went away. What do I have left? How can you say to me, 'What's the matter with you? '"

				25 The Danites said to him,"Don't raise your voice against us, or angry men will attack you, and you and your family will lose your lives." 26 The Danites went on their way, and Micah turned to go back home, because he saw that they were stronger than he was.

				27 After they had taken the gods Micah had made and the priest that belonged to him, they went to Laish, to a quiet and unsuspecting people. They killed them with their swords and burned down the city. 28 There was no one to rescue them because it was far from Sidon and they had no alliance with anyone. It was in a valley that belonged to Beth-rehob. They rebuilt the city and lived in it. 29 They named the city Dan, after the name of their ancestor Dan, who was born to Israel. The city was formerly named Laish.

				30 The Danites set up the carved image for themselves. Jonathan son of Gershom, son of Moses, ef and his sons were priests for the Danite tribe until the time of the exile from the land. 31 So they set up for themselves Micah's carved image that he had made, and it was there as long as the house of God was in Shiloh.  (Review Jdg #19: Religious Syncretism)

				

	

Outrage in Benjamin

				19 In those days, when there was no king in Israel, a Levite living in a remote part of the hill country of Ephraim acquired a woman from Bethlehem in Judah as his concubine. 2 But she was unfaithful to eg him and left him for her father's house in Bethlehem in Judah. She was there for a period of four months. 3 Then her husband got up and went after her to speak kindly to hereh and bring her back. He had his servant with him and a pair of donkeys. So she brought him to her father's house, and when the girl's father saw him, he gladly welcomed him. 4 His father-in-law, the girl's father, detained him, and he stayed with him for three days. They ate, drank, and spent the nights there.

				5 On the fourth day, they got up early in the morning and prepared to go, but the girl's father said to his son-in-law,"Have something to eat to keep up your strength and then you can go." 6 So they sat down and the two of them ate and drank together. Then the girl's father said to the man,"Please agree to stay overnight and enjoy yourself." 7 The man got up to go, but his father-in-law persuaded him, so he stayed and spent the night there again. 8 He got up early in the morning of the fifth day to leave, but the girl's father said to him,"Please keep up your strength." So they waited until late afternoon and the two of them ate. 9 The man got up to go with his concubine and his servant, when his father-in-law, the girl's father, said to him,"Look, night is coming. Please spend the night. See, the day is almost over. Spend the night here, enjoy yourself, then you can get up early tomorrow for your journey and go home."

				10 But the man was unwilling to spend the night. He got up, departed, and arrived opposite Jebus (that is, Jerusalem). The man had his two saddled donkeys and his concubine with him. 11 When they were near Jebus and the day was almost gone, the servant said to his master,"Please, why notei let us stop at this Jebusite city and spend the night here?"

				12 But his master replied to him,"We will not stop at a foreign city where there are no Israelites. Let's move on to Gibeah." 13 "Come on," he said,ej"let's try to reach one of these places and spend the night in Gibeah or Ramah." 14 So they continued on their journey, and the sun set as they neared Gibeah in Benjamin. 15 They stoppedek to go in and spend the night in Gibeah. The Levite went in and sat down in the city square, but no one took them into their home to spend the night.

				16 In the evening, an old man came in from his work in the field. He was from the hill country of Ephraim but was residing in Gibeah, and the men of that place were Benjaminites. 17 When he looked up and saw the traveler in the city square, the old man asked,"Where are you going, and where do you come from?"

				18 He answered him,"We're traveling from Bethlehem in Judah to the remote hill country of Ephraim, where I am from. I went to Bethlehem in Judah, and now I'm going to the house of the Lord. el No one has taken me into his home, 19 although we have both straw and feed for our donkeys, and bread and wine for me, your female servant, and the young man with your servant. em There is nothing we lack."

				20 "Peace to you," said the old man."I'll take care of everything you need. Only don't spend the night in the square." 21 So he brought him to his house and fed the donkeys. Then they washed their feet and ate and drank. 22 While they were enjoying themselves, all of a sudden, •perverted men of the city surrounded the house and beat on the door. They said to the old man who was the owner of the house,"Bring out the man who came to your house so we can have sex with him!"

				23 The owner of the house went out and said to them,"No, don't do this evil, my brothers. After all, this man has come into my house. Don't do this horrible thing. 24 Here, let me bring out my virgin daughter and the man's concubine now. Use them and do whatever you wanten to them. But don't do this horrible thing to this man."

				25 But the men would not listen to him, so the man seized his concubine and took her outside to them. They rapedeo her and abused her all night until morning. At daybreak they let her go. 26 Early that morning, the woman made her way back, and as it was getting light, she collapsed at the doorway of the man's house where her master was.

				27 When her master got up in the morning, opened the doors of the house, and went out to leave on his journey, there was the woman, his concubine, collapsed near the doorway of the house with her hands on the threshold. 28 "Get up," he told her."Let's go." But there was no response. So the man put her on his donkey and set out for home.

				29 When he entered his house, he picked up a knife, took hold of his concubine, cut her into 12 pieces, limb by limb, and then sent her throughout the territory of Israel. 30 Everyone who saw it said,"Nothing like this has ever happened or has been seen since the day the Israelites came out of the land of Egypt to this day. ep Think it over, discuss it, and speak up!"

				A Principle to Live By - Addressing Evil

				[image: Getz0249.png]

				#20 As followers of Jesus Christ, we are to confront evil but always in biblical ways.

				This horrible story of sexual perversion and murder is a repeat of what happened in Sodom and Gomorrah, only this time it happened in Israel. Even the Levite was guilty of horrible sin and selfishness. He allowed his concubine to be sexually molested and murdered! Though he was evidently trying to send a moral message when he dismembered her and sent her body parts to the 12 tribes of Israel, he himself was practicing evil. 

				A story like this is repulsive. We'd rather look the other way. Unfortunately, that is what we often do in our own society when it comes to abortion, rape, pornography, and sexual abuse. Paraphrasing the last sentences above,"Nothing like this has ever happened before in our society. We must think about it, discuss it, and speak up!"

				However, we must face reality. We cannot change people in their hearts by attempting to force them to practice biblical values. Still, as Christians, we can be light in this world—to our children, our neighbors, and our business associates. This is God's strategy. We can be a part of a dynamic, loving, witnessing community of believers. We must not become a part of this world even though we are living in this world. With God's help, we can practice what the apostle Peter exhorted Christians to do in the first century, when the culture was, in some respects, even more evil and wicked than ours:

				Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and temporary residents to abstain from fleshly desires that war against you. Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that in a case where they speak against you as those who 
do what is evil, they will, by observing your good works, glorify God on the day of visitation. (1Pt 2:11-12)  
(See 1Pt #5:A Holy People.)

				Reflection and Response

				What other guidelines does the Bible give us to enable us to live successful Christian lives in our marriages, our families, our churches, and our vocational endeavors, regardless of the spiritual and moral deterioration in our culture?  (See Rm #22 through #34; Eph #8 through #15.)

				

				

	

War against Benjamin

				20 All the Israelites from Dan to Beer-sheba and from the land of Gilead came out, and the community assembled as one body before the Lord at Mizpah. 2 The leaders of all the people and of all the tribes of Israel presented themselves in the assembly of God's people: 400,000 armed foot soldiers. 3 The Benjaminites heard that the Israelites had gone up to Mizpah.

				The Israelites asked,"Tell us, how did this outrage occur?"

				4 The Levite, the husband of the murdered woman, answered:"I went to Gibeah in Benjamin with my concubine to spend the night. 5 Citizens of Gibeah ganged up on me and surrounded the house at night. They intended to kill me, but they raped my concubine, and she died. 6 Then I took my concubine and cut her in pieces, and sent her throughout Israel's territory, because they committed a horrible shame in Israel. 7 Look, all of you are Israelites. Give your judgment and verdict here and now."

				8 Then all the people stood united and said,"None of us will go to his tent or return to his house. 9 Now this is what we will do to Gibeah: we will go against it by lot. 10 We will take 10 men out of every 100 from all the tribes of Israel, and 100 out of every 1,000, and 1,000 out of every 10,000 to get provisions for the people when they go to Gibeah in Benjamin to punish them for all the horror they did in Israel."

				11 So all the men of Israel gathered united against the city. 12 Then the tribes of Israel sent men throughout the tribe of Benjamin, saying,"What is this outrage that has occurred among you? 13 Hand over the •perverted men in Gibeah so we can put them to death and eradicate evil from Israel." But the Benjaminites would not obey their fellow Israelites. 14 Instead, the Benjaminites gathered together from their cities to Gibeah to go out and fight against the Israelites. 15 On that day the Benjaminites rallied 26,000 armed men from their cities, besides 700 choice men rallied by the inhabitants of Gibeah. 16 There were 700 choice men who were left-handed among all these people; all could sling a stone at a hair and not miss.

				17 The Israelites, apart from Benjamin, rallied 400,000 armed men, every one an experienced warrior. 18 They set out, went to Bethel, and inquired of God. The Israelites asked,"Who is to go first to fight for us against the Benjaminites?"

				And the Lord answered,"Judah will be first."

				19 In the morning, the Israelites set out and camped near Gibeah. 20 The men of Israel went out to fight against Benjamin and took their battle positions against Gibeah. 21 The Benjaminites came out of Gibeah and slaughtered 22,000 men of Israel on the field that day. 22 But the Israelite army rallied and again took their battle positions in the same place where they positioned themselves on the first day. 23 They went up, wept before the Lord until evening, and inquired of Him:"Should we again fight against our brothers the Benjaminites?"

				And the Lord answered:"Fight against them."

				24 On the second day the Israelites advanced against the Benjaminites. 25 That same day the Benjaminites came out from Gibeah to meet them and slaughtered an additional 18,000 Israelites on the field; all were armed men.

				26 The whole Israelite army went to Bethel where they wept and sat before the Lord. They fasted that day until evening and offered •burnt offerings and •fellowship offerings to the Lord. 27 Then the Israelites inquired of the Lord. In those days, the ark of the covenant of God was there, 28 and Phinehas son of Eleazar, son of Aaron, was serving before it. The Israelites asked:"Should we again fight against our brothers the Benjaminites or should we stop?"

				The Lord answered:"Fight, because I will hand them over to you tomorrow." 29 So Israel set up an ambush around Gibeah. 30 On the third day the Israelites fought against the Benjaminites and took their battle positions against Gibeah as before. 31 Then the Benjaminites came out against the people and were drawn away from the city. They began to attack the people as before, killing about 30 men of Israel on the highways, one of which goes up to Bethel and the other to Gibeah through the open country. 32 The Benjaminites said,"We are defeating them as before."

				But the Israelites said,"Let's flee and draw them away from the city to the highways." 33 So all the men of Israel got up from their places and took their battle positions at Baal-tamar, while the Israelites in ambush charged out of their places west of eq Geba. 34 Then 10,000 choice men from all Israel made a frontal assault against Gibeah, and the battle was fierce, but the Benjaminites did not know that disaster was about to strike them. 35 The Lord defeated Benjamin in the presence of Israel, and on that day the Israelites slaughtered 25,100 men of Benjamin; all were armed men. 36 Then the Benjaminites realized they had been defeated.

				The men of Israel had retreated before Benjamin, because they were confident in the ambush they had set against Gibeah. 37 The men in ambush had rushed quickly against Gibeah; they advanced and put the whole city to the sword. 38 The men of Israel had a prearranged signal with the men in ambush: when they sent up a great cloud of smoke from the city, 39 the men of Israel would return to the battle. When Benjamin had begun to strike them down, killing about 30 men of Israel, they said,"They're defeated before us, just as they were in the first battle." 40 But when the column of smoke began to go up from the city, Benjamin looked behind them, and the whole city was going up in smoke.er 41 Then the men of Israel returned, and the men of Benjamin were terrified when they realized that disaster had struck them. 42 They retreated before the men of Israel toward the wilderness, but the battle overtook them, and those who came out of the cities es slaughtered those between them. 43 They surrounded the Benjaminites, pursued them, and easily overtook them near Gibeah toward the east. 44 There were 18,000 men who died from Benjamin; all were warriors. 45 Then Benjamin turned and fled toward the wilderness to the rock of Rimmon, and Israel killed 5,000 men on the highways. They overtook them at Gidom and struck 2,000 more dead.

				46 All the Benjaminites who died that day were 25,000 armed men; all were warriors. 47 But 600 men escaped into the wilderness to the rock of Rimmon and stayed there four months. 48 The men of Israel turned back against the other Benjaminites and killed them with their swords — the entire city, the animals, and everything that remained. They also burned down all the cities that remained.

				

	

Brides for Benjamin

				21 The men of Israel had sworn an oath at Mizpah:"None of us will give his daughter to a Benjaminite in marriage." 2 So the people went to Bethel and sat there before God until evening. They wept loudly and bitterly, 3 and cried out,"Why, Lord God of Israel, has it occurredet that one tribe is missing in Israel today?" 4 The next day the people got up early, built an altar there, and offered •burnt offerings and •fellowship offerings. 5 The Israelites asked,"Who of all the tribes of Israel didn't come to the Lord with the assembly?" For a great oath had been taken that anyone who had not come to the Lord at Mizpah would certainly be put to death.

				6 But the Israelites had compassion on their brothers, the Benjaminites, and said,"Today a tribe has been cut off from Israel. 7 What should we do about wives for the survivors? We've sworn to the Lord not to give them any of our daughters as wives." 8 They asked,"Which city among the tribes of Israel didn't come to the Lord at Mizpah?" It turned out that no one from Jabesh-gilead had come to the camp and the assembly. 9 For when the people were counted, no one was there from the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead.

				10 The congregation sent 12,000 brave warriorseu there and commanded them:"Go and kill the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead with the sword, including women and children. 11 This is what you should do: •Completely destroy every male, as well as every female who has slept with a man." 12 They found among the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead 400 young women, who had not had sexual relations with a man, and they brought them to the camp at Shiloh in the land of Canaan.

				13 The whole congregation sent a message of peace to the Benjaminites who were at the rock of Rimmon. 14 Benjamin returned at that time, and Israel gave them the women they had kept alive from Jabesh-gilead. But there were not enough for them.

				15 The people had compassion on Benjamin, because the Lord had made this gap in the tribes of Israel. 16 The elders of the congregation said,"What should we do about wives for those who are left, since the women of Benjamin have been destroyed?" 17 They said,"There must be heirs for the survivors of Benjamin, so that a tribe of Israel will not be wiped out. 18 But we can't give them our daughters as wives." For the Israelites had sworn,"Anyone who gives a wife to a Benjaminite is cursed." 19 They also said,"Look, there's an annual festival to the Lord in Shiloh, which is north of Bethel, east of the highway that goes up from Bethel to Shechem, and south of Lebonah."

				20 Then they commanded the Benjaminites:"Go and hide in the vineyards. 21 Watch, and when you see the young women of Shiloh come out to perform the dances, each of you leave the vineyards and catch a wife for yourself from the young women of Shiloh, and go to the land of Benjamin. 22 When their fathers or brothers come to us and protest, we will tell them, 'Show favor to them, since we did not get enough wives for each of them in the battle. You didn't actually give the women to them, soev you are not •guilty of breaking your oath.'"

				23 The Benjaminites did this and took the number of women they needed from the dancers they caught. They went back to their own inheritance, rebuilt their cities, and lived in them. 24 At that time, each of the Israelites returned from there to his own tribe and family. Each returned from there to his own inheritance.

				25 In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did whatever he wanted.ew

				A Principle to Live By - A Primary Responsibility

				[image: Getz0250.png]

				#21 We should pray regularly for government leaders so that we might live in a peaceful environment that is conducive to sharing the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.

				The history of the children of Israel demonstrates how difficult it is for people to live together on this earth and follow God's will. Even under Moses' leadership, the Israelites disobeyed God again and again. And shortly after Joshua died, they began to worship false gods and to violate God's commands. The period of the judges also speaks for itself:"In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did whatever he wanted" (v. 25; see also 17:6). 

				Without knowing the total biblical story, we might conclude that having a king would solve their problems and lead to righteousness and peace. However, those who served in this role often did more evil than the people themselves. Even David, a man after God's own heart, did evil in the sight of the Lord.

				The world as we know it will never be an ideal place to live or even to worship God. A day will come when the Prince of Peace and King of kings will return to this earth and rule and reign. Until then, we live in a world contaminated by sin. For the most part, we are led by those who do not follow Jesus Christ. Paul addressed this reality in his first letter to Timothy, instructing New Testament Christians regarding a very important responsibility:

				First of all, then, I urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all those who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. This is good, and it pleases God our Savior, who wants everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one mediator between God and humanity, Christ Jesus, Himself human. (1Tm 2:1-5)  (See 1Tm #4:Prayer for Government Leaders.)

				Reflection and Response

				What additional guidelines are there for Christians who live in a culture that is totally hostile to the gospel of Christ?  (See 1Pt #5:A Holy People; 1Pt #9: Corporate Witness.)
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						ar5:7 Or you

					

					
						as5:10 Hb obscure

					

					
						at5:11 Hb obscure

					

					
						au5:13 LXX reads down for him

					

					
						av5:14 LXX reads in the valley

					

					
						aw5:15 Some Hb mss, Syr read There were great resolves

					

					
						ax5:27 Lit between

					

					
						ay5:28 Lit Why have the hoofbeats of his chariots delayed

					

					
						az5:29 Lit answers her words

					

					
						ba5:30 Hb obscure

					

					
						bb5:31 Lit perish in this way

					

					
						bc6:11 Or angel

					

					
						bd6:11 Or he

					

					
						be6:13 Lit Please, my Lord, or Please, my lord

					

					
						bf6:13 Lit this found us out

					

					
						bg6:14 LXX reads The Angel of the Lord

					

					
						bh6:19 Lit an ephah

					

					
						bi6:34 Lit Lord clothed Himself with; 1Ch 12:18; 2Ch 24:20

					

					
						bj7:2 Lit them

					

					
						bk7:2 Lit brag against Me

					

					
						bl7:8 Lit took in their hands

					

					
						bm7:11 Lit of those who were arranged in companies of 50

					

					
						bn7:17 Lit said to them

					

					
						bo7:20 Lit trumpets to blow

					

					
						bp8:5 Lit are at my feet

					

					
						bq8:6 Lit Are the hands of

					

					
						br8:7 Or tear

					

					
						bs8:10 Lit men who drew the sword

					

					
						bt8:11 Lit on the route of those who live in tents

					

					
						bu8:15 Lit Are the hands of

					

					
						bv8:26 Lit 1,700 shekels

					

					
						bw8:28 Lit they no longer raised their head

					

					
						bx8:33 Lit Baal of the Covenant, or Lord of the Covenant

					

					
						by9:2 Lit your bone and your flesh

					

					
						bz9:4 Lit Baal of the Covenant, or Lord of the Covenant

					

					
						ca9:9 Lit and go to sway

					

					
						cb9:11 Lit and go to sway

					

					
						cc9:13 Lit and go to sway

					

					
						cd9:29 DSS read They said ; LXX reads I would say

					

					
						ce9:31 Hb obscure

					

					
						cf9:33 Lit him as your hand will find

					

					
						cg9:38 Lit replied to him

					

					
						ch9:46 Or the crypt, or the vault

					

					
						ci10:4 LXX; MT reads donkeys

					

					
						cj10:4 Or called Havvoth-jair

					

					
						ck10:7 Lit into the hand of

					

					
						cl10:12 LXX reads Midianites

					

					
						cm10:15 Lit Do to us what is good in Your eyes

					

					
						cn10:18 Lit The people, rulers

					

					
						co11:35 Lit have been among those who trouble me

					

					
						cp12:3 Lit come to me

					

					
						cq12:7 LXX reads in his city in Gilead

					

					
						cr13:5 Lit And a razor is not to go up on his head

					

					
						cs13:9 Lit to the voice of

					

					
						ct13:12 Lit work

					

					
						cu13:19 LXX reads to the Lord, to the One who works wonders

					

					
						cv13:25 Or in Mahaneh-dan

					

					
						cw14:3 Lit Is there not

					

					
						cx14:3 Lit because she is right in my eyes

					

					
						cy14:6 Lit Lord rushed on

					

					
						cz14:7 Lit because she was right in the eyes of Samson

					

					
						da14:13 Lit replied to him

					

					
						db14:15 LXX, Syr; MT reads seventh

					

					
						dc14:16 Lit said to her

					

					
						dd15:8 Lit He struck them hip on thigh

					

					
						de15:11 Lit answered them

					

					
						df15:13 Lit said to him

					

					
						dg15:14 Lit Lord rushed on

					

					
						dh15:18 Lit through the hand of

					

					
						di16:2 Lit quietly all night

					

					
						dj16:5 Lit him and see

					

					
						dk16:9 Lit are on you

					

					
						dl16:12 Lit are on you

					

					
						dm16:13-14 LXX reads loom and fasten them with a pin into the wall and I will become weak and be like any other man." 14 And while he was sleeping, Delilah wove the seven braids on his head into the loom.

					

					
						dn16:14 Lit are on you

					

					
						do16:16 Lit him and he became short to death

					

					
						dp16:17 Lit A razor has not gone up on my head

					

					
						dq16:19 LXX reads way he began to weaken

					

					
						dr16:20 Lit are on you

					

					
						ds16:25 Or When they were feeling good

					

					
						dt17:2 MT places this sentence at the end of v. 3.

					

					
						du17:3 Or image and a cast image

					

					
						dv17:4 Or image and a cast image

					

					
						dw17:6 Lit did what was right in his eyes

					

					
						dx17:10 Lit replied to him

					

					
						dy18:7 Hb obscure

					

					
						dz18:7 MT; some LXX mss, Sym, Old Lat, Syr read Aram

					

					
						ea18:12 Or called Mahaneh-dan

					

					
						eb18:14 Or image, the cast image

					

					
						ec18:17 Or image, the cast image

					

					
						ed18:18 Or image, the cast image

					

					
						ee18:19 Lit Put your hand on your mouth

					

					
						ef18:30 Some Hb mss, LXX, Vg; other Hb mss read Manasseh

					

					
						eg19:2 LXX, Vg read was angry with

					

					
						eh19:3 Lit speak to her heart

					

					
						ei19:11 Lit Come, please

					

					
						ej19:13 Lit said to his servant

					

					
						ek19:15 Lit stopped there

					

					
						el19:18 LXX reads to my house

					

					
						em19:19 Some Hb mss, Syr, Tg, Vg; other Hb mss read servants

					

					
						en19:24 Lit do what is good in your eyes

					

					
						eo19:25 Lit knew

					

					
						ep19:30 LXX reads day." He commanded the men he sent out, saying,"You will say this to all the men of Israel: Has anything like this happened since the day the Israelites came out of Egypt until this day?

					

					
						eq20:33 LXX, Syr, Vg; MT reads places in the plain of, or places in the cave of

					

					
						er20:40 Lit up to the sky

					

					
						es20:42 LXX, Vg read city

					

					
						et21:3 Lit has this occurred in Israel

					

					
						eu21:10 Lit 12,000 of their sons of valor

					

					
						ev21:22 Lit at this time

					

					
						ew21:25 Lit did what was right in his eyes

					

				

			

	

				Ruth

				Author: Unknown

				Date of events: ca 1140 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				The book of Ruth is about a Jewish woman named Naomi and her daughter-in-law, Ruth. Naomi's husband and two sons died, but Ruth refused to leave her mother-in-law. A foreigner from Moab, Ruth had begun to worship the God of Abraham. Despite Naomi giving her permission to return to her old religion in Moab, Ruth insisted on remaining loyal to her new faith and her new spiritual family.

				Ruth teaches us principles of faithfulness

				

				

				Naomi, having lost her husband and two sons, had become bitter. She had begun to question God's compassion in her life, and had lost hope. But as God worked through the ensuing circumstances, Naomi saw the mercy of God and again praised Him. Providentially, God brought about blessing and success beyond what Naomi could have imagined.

				Ruth teaches us principles of hope and healing

				

				

				The historical characters in this story were people of"noble character." Naomi showed heartfelt concern for Ruth's well-being. Ruth worked hard to provide for her adoptive family. Boaz was a godly businessman. He was kind to his workers, he was gracious to the poor, he maintained a high moral standard, and he was honest in his civic and legal responsibilities.

				Ruth teaches us principles of integrity

				

				

				The crisis in this story was that Naomi's family had no heir; Elimelech's family name was about to expire from the earth. But God, through the foreigner Ruth, not only extended Elimelech's genealogy, but made it into the most important family line of all time—the line of Jesus the Messiah! Ruth's great-grandson was King David, and David's descendant was the Savior of the world.

				Ruth teaches us principles of God's providence

				

				

				Ruth was not born an Israelite, so she had not known the only living God and Savior. When she came to know Him, she loved Him more than her own country and family. She became integrated into the family of God, with all its blessings, by her faith and commitment.

				Ruth teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				List of principles in ruth

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-4

							
								
								#1: Pagan Influences

							
								
								Parents should do all they can to help children make decisions based on biblical values.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:4-9

							
								
								#2: Maintaining Hope

							
								
								When we face devastating tragedies, we are to focus on our glorious hope for the future.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								1:10-15

							
								
								#3: Subtle Idolatry

							
								
								We must be careful not to incorporate false gods into our belief system in order to compensate for serious losses in our lives.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								1:16-22

							
								
								#4: Strength in 
Weakness

							
								
								Even when we are weak spiritually and psychologically, we should remember that God can still use us to impact others.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								2:1-3

							
								
								#5: Demonstrating God's Character

							
								
								We are to reflect God's character in our lives in order to encourage others to walk in God's will.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								2:4-23

							
								
								#6: A Godly 
Businessman

							
								
								Regardless of the godless values that permeate the secular community, we are to continue to practice biblical values in all of our relationships.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								3:1-4

							
								
								#7: Family Care

							
								
								We are to do whatever we can to help meet the valid needs of others within our family relationships.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								3:5-11

							
								
								#8: Moral Purity

							
								
								Regardless of the non-biblical values that permeate many cultures today, we are to be committed to moral purity prior to marriage.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								3:12–4:10

							
								
								#9: Family Redeemer

							
								
								To reflect noble character, we are to demonstrate respect and concern for one another.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								4:11-12

							
								
								#10: Marital 
Commitments

							
								
								When entering a marriage relationship, we should plan a public ceremony to demonstrate our lifelong commitment.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								4:13-22

							
								
								#11: The Family of God

							
								
								We should use this beautiful love story to remind ourselves that through faith in Jesus Christ, we become spiritual brothers and sisters.

							
								
								11

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Ruth

				Naomi's Family in Moab

				1 During the timea of the judges, there was a famine in the land. A man left Bethlehem in Judah with his wife and two sons to live in the land of Moab for a while. 2 The man's name was Elimelech, and his wife's name was Naomi. The names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They entered the land of Moab and settled there. 3 Naomi's husband Elimelech died, and she was left with her two sons. 4 Her sons took Moabite women as their wives: one was named Orpah and the second was named Ruth.

				A Principle to Live By - Pagan Influences

				[image: Getz0251.png]

				#1 Parents should do all they can to help children make decisions based on biblical values.

				It appears that Elimelech decided to leave Bethlehem at some point during the seven-year period the Midianites oppressed Israel and"Israel became poverty-stricken" (Jdg 6:1-6). Perhaps Elimelech sought greener pastures just as Abraham did when he traveled to Egypt (Gn 12:10). However, though he had planned to live in Moab temporarily, when he suddenly died his family stayed in this pagan area, and his two sons married Moabite women. 

				Since the Moabites were descendants of Lot, the Lord had not forbidden intermarriage with them. However, the Moabites were not to worship with the children of Israel up"to the tenth generation" because they had failed to provide sustenance for God's people when they left Egypt. Furthermore, they later"hired" Baalam to pronounce a curse on Israel (Dt 23:3-4). To make matters worse, the Moabites worshiped a false god, Chemosh, and at times, actually offered human sacrifices (2Kg 3:27). 

				Though Elimelech's motive for moving to the land of Moab was noble, his untimely death set the family up for spiritual devastation. How could his sons be loyal to the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and yet be married to women who worshiped Chemosh?

				Paul warned the Corinthians against associating with idolaters, even though they were just buying food from them. However, that food had been offered to idols and became a stumbling block to weaker Christians. Thus Paul wrote,

				About eating food offered to idols, then, we know that"an idol is nothing in the world," and that"there is no God but one." For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth—as there are many"gods" and many"lords"—yet for us there is one God, the Father. All things are from Him, and we exist for Him. And there is one Lord, Jesus Christ. All things are through Him, and we exist through Him. (1Co 8:4-6)  (See 1Co #19:Using Knowledge Responsibly.)

				Reflection and Response

				What precautions should parents take to safeguard children but not to become overly protective?  (See Gn #53:Parental Protection.)

				

				After they lived in Moab about 10 years, 5 both Mahlon and Chilion also died, and Naomi was left without her two children and without her husband.

				

	

Ruth's Loyalty to Naomi

				6 She and her daughters-in-law prepared to leave the land of Moab, because she had heard in Moab that the Lord had paid attention to His people's need by providing them food.7 She left the place where she had been living, accompanied by her two daughters-in-law, and traveled along the road leading back to the land of Judah.

				8 She said to them,"Each of you go back to your mother's home. May the Lord show faithful love to you as you have shown to the dead and to me. 9 May the Lord enable each of you to find security in the house of your new husband." She kissed them, and they wept loudly.

				A Principle to Live By - Maintaining Hope

				[image: Getz0252.png]

				#2 When we face devastating tragedies, we are to focus on our glorious hope for the future. 

				In many respects, Naomi lost hope when Mahlon and Chilion died. Though she loved her widowed daughters-in-law dearly, she saw no way she could care for them. She was depressed, discouraged, and bitter, believing God had turned against her (v. 13; see also vv. 20-21). 

				As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, we need to remind ourselves that we always have hope. For example, to lose loved ones, especially prematurely, is always a terrible ordeal. However, the good news is that those who die in Christ go into the presence of God. As Paul wrote,"to be out of the body" is to be"at home with the Lord" (2Co 5:8). 

				Those who are left behind certainly grieve. This is normal and essential if we are to maintain our spiritual and emotional health. However, as Paul again reminds us, we need not grieve like those"who have no hope" (1Th 4:13). Because we believe in the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ, when He returns to receive us to Himself, we'll all be united—those who have died and those who remain until He comes. Consequently, we are to"encourage one another with these words" (1Th 4:18).  (See 1Th #9:Understanding Doctrinal Truths.)

				Reflection and Response

				When ministering to people who have experienced traumatic losses, why is it important to discern the reasons for their hopeless feelings?  (See Jb #11:Discerning Depression.)

				

				

				

				10 "No," they said to her."We will go with you to your people."

				11 But Naomi replied,"Return home, my daughters. Why do you want to go with me? Am I able to have any more sonsb who could become your husbands? 12 Return home, my daughters. Go on, for I am too old to have another husband. Even if I thought there was still hope for me to have a husband tonight and to bear sons, 13 would you be willing to wait for them to grow up? Would you restrain yourselves from remarrying?c No, my daughters, my life is much too bitter for you to share,d because the Lord's hand has turned against me."14 Again they wept loudly, and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. 15 Naomi said,"Look, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her god.e Follow your sister-in-law."

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Subtle Idolatry

				[image: Getz0253.png]

				#3 We must be careful not to incorporate false gods into our belief system in order to compensate for serious losses in our lives. 

				In the midst of her personal crisis, Naomi blended faith in the one true God with a belief in false gods. Rather than encouraging her daughters-in-law to worship God and Him alone, she encouraged them to continue in their paganism. This, of course, indicates that she was in a state of doubt and confusion regarding her own faith.  (See Jdg #19:Religious Syncretism.)

				In some respects, the apostles faced the same choice as Naomi and her family. The crowd that followed Jesus had been miraculously fed when the Savior multiplied the loaves and fish, but when Jesus quit giving them food and began to teach challenging doctrine, they"turned back and no longer accompanied Him." Their belief in Christ was superficial, so when they lost the free food, they went back to their old lives. Jesus then turned to the apostles and asked,"You don't want to go away too, do you?" (Jn 6:66-67). Peter's response speaks to all of us who claim to be followers of Jesus Christ:

				Lord, who will we go to? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that You are the Holy One of God! (Jn 6:68-69)  (See Is #29:The One, True God.)

				Reflection and Response

				When we face serious losses in our lives, what are some of the false gods we may be tempted to turn to in our culture? 

				

				16 But Ruth replied:

				

				Do not persuade me to leave you

				or go back and not follow you.

				For wherever you go, I will go,

				and wherever you live, I will live;

				your people will be my people,

				and your God will be my God.

				17 Where you die, I will die,

				and there I will be buried.

				May •Yahweh punish me,

				and do so severely,

				if anything but death separates you and me.

				

				18 When Naomi saw that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped trying to persuade her.

				19 The two of them traveled until they came to Bethlehem. When they entered Bethlehem, the whole town was excited about their arrivalf and the local women exclaimed,"Can this be Naomi?"

				20 "Don't call me Naomi. Call me Mara," she answered,g"for the •Almighty has made me very bitter.21 I went away full, but the Lord has brought me back empty. Why do you call me Naomi, since the Lord has pronounced judgment on h me, and the Almighty has afflicted me?"

				22 So Naomi came back from the land of Moab with her daughter-in-law Ruth the Moabitess. They arrived in Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest.

				A Principle to Live By - Strength in Weakness
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				#4 Even when we are weak spiritually and psychologically, we should remember that God can still use us to impact others. 

				When Naomi trudged into Bethlehem, the whole town welcomed her back, but her response reflected her feelings of sadness and emptiness (v. 21). However, it's also clear from her confession that she had not completely turned her back on God. In fact, her core beliefs seemed stronger, since she identified God as both"Lord" (Yahweh) and"the Almighty" (Shaddai; vv. 20-21). 

				In spite of Naomi's spiritual ambivalence and emotional weaknesses, she still had a spiritual impact on Ruth, who made it clear that at this moment in her life she wanted her mother-in-law's God to be her God (v. 16). 

				Naomi's failures certainly do not give us an excuse to leave the straight and narrow path in order to discover God's love and grace. However, her experience in Moab does teach us that no matter how spiritually confused and weak we are, God can still use us. 

				When the apostle Paul had to live with what he called"a thorn in the flesh," he accepted it as an opportunity to demonstrate God's grace in his life."When I am weak," he wrote,"then I am strong" (2Co 12:10).  (See 2Co #1:A Perspective on Suffering.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though our difficult experiences will vary greatly from Naomi's and the apostle Paul's, in what ways can God use our weaknesses to minister to others—both Christians and non-Christians?

				

				

	

Ruth and Boaz Meet

				2 Now Naomi had a relative on her husband's side named Boaz. He was a prominent man of noble character from Elimelech's family.

				2 Ruth the Moabitess asked Naomi,"Will you let me go into the fields and gather fallen grain behind someone who allows me to?"

				Naomi answered her,"Go ahead, my daughter." 3 So Ruth left and entered the field to gather grain behind the harvesters. She happened to be in the portion of land belonging to Boaz, who was from Elimelech's family.

				A Principle to Live By - Demonstrating God's Character

				[image: Getz0255.png]

				#5 We are to reflect God's character in our lives in order to encourage others to walk in God's will.

				During the time of the judges, God raised up leaders to deliver Israel from their enemies. God used the Israelites who were there, regardless of their spiritual maturity.  (See Jdg #9:Spiritual Leadership.)

				However, Boaz"was a prominent man of noble character" (Ru 2:1). He stood out, not only as a wealthy man but one who was committed to doing God's will. Furthermore, his task was different from that of the judges. Rather than delivering a whole nation from bondage, God wanted Boaz to touch one woman's life—a woman who was not even an Israelite but a Moabitess who had left her paganism to follow the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

				Today, God wants all believers to become men and women of noble character, regardless of our ethnic backgrounds, our economic status, our educational qualifications, and even our position in the Christian world. Peter captured this great truth when he wrote,

				Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that in a case where they speak against you as those who do what is evil, they will, by observing your good works, glorify God on the day of visitation. (1Pt 2:12)  (See 1Pt #5:A Holy People.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what way does noble character communicate more effectively than our words?  (See 1Pt #9:Corporate Witness.)

				

				4 Later, when Boaz arrived from Bethlehem, he said to the harvesters,"The Lord be with you."

				"The Lord bless you," they replied.

				5 Boaz asked his servant who was in charge of the harvesters,"Whose young woman is this?"

				6 The servant answered,"She is the young Moabite woman who returned with Naomi from the land of Moab. 7 She asked, 'Will you let me gather fallen grain among the bundles behind the harvesters? ' She came and has remained from early morning until now, except that she rested a little in the shelter." i

				8 Then Boaz said to Ruth,"Listen, my daughter.j Don't go and gather grain in another field, and don't leave this one, but stay here close to my female servants. 9 See which field they are harvesting, and follow them. Haven't I ordered the young men not to touch you? When you are thirsty, go and drink from the jars the young men have filled."

				10 She bowed with her face to the ground and said to him,"Why are you so kind to notice me, although I am a foreigner?"

				11 Boaz answered her,"Everything you have done for your mother-in-law since your husband's death has been fully reported to me: how you left your father and mother and the land of your birth, and how you came to a people you didn't previously know. 12 May the Lord reward you for what you have done, and may you receive a full reward from the Lord God of Israel, under whose wings you have come for refuge."

				13 "My lord," she said,"you have been so kind to me, for you have comforted and encouragedk your slave, although I am not like one of your female servants."

				14 At mealtime Boaz told her,"Come over here and have some bread and dip it in the vinegar sauce." So she sat beside the harvesters, and he offered her roasted grain. She ate and was satisfied and had some left over.

				15 When she got up to gather grain, Boaz ordered his young men,"Let her even gather grain among the bundles, and don't humiliate her. 16 Pull out some stalks from the bundles for her and leave them for her to gather. Don't rebuke her." 17 So Ruth gathered grain in the field until evening. She beat out what she had gathered, and it was about 26 quartsl of barley. 18 She picked up the grain and went into the town, where her mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned. Then she brought out what she had left over from her meal and gave it to her.

				19 Then her mother-in-law said to her,"Where did you gather barley today, and where did you work? May the Lord bless the man who noticed you."

				Ruth told her mother-in-law about the men she had worked with and said,"The name of the man I worked with today is Boaz."

				20 Then Naomi said to her daughter-in-law,"May he be blessed by the Lord, who has not forsaken hism kindness to the living or the dead." Naomi continued,"The man is a close relative. He is one of our •family redeemers."

				21 Ruth the Moabitess said,"He also told me, 'Stay with my young men until they have finished all of my harvest.'"

				22 So Naomi said to her daughter-in-law Ruth,"My daughter, it is good for you to workn with his female servants, so that nothing will happen to you in another field." 23 Ruth stayed close to Boaz's female servants and gathered grain until the barley and the wheat harvests were finished. And she lived with o her mother-in-law.

				A Principle to Live By - A Godly Businessman

				[image: Getz0256.png]

				#6 Regardless of the godless values that permeate the secular community, we are to continue to practice biblical values in all of our relationships.

				It's refreshing to meet someone like Boaz who did not allow the values of the Canaanite culture to influence his own way of doing business. As a wealthy businessman, he was dedicated to practicing God's laws, even toward those who were not part of the nation of Israel (Lv 19:9-10). 

				
						He treated his employees with dignity (Ru 2:4).

						He protected Ruth from sexual harassment (vv. 8-9).

						He honored her for her faithfulness to Naomi and her desire to follow the Lord God of Israel (vv. 11-12). 

						He cared for her daily material needs (v. 14).

						He created an environment free from any form of abuse (v. 15).

						He provided her with economic security (v. 21).

				

				The New Testament, with spiritual values based on Jesus' teaching, takes business relationships to a whole new level. For example, Paul addressed the subject of slavery sensitively in his letter to Philemon, who was a wealthy businessman in Colossae. Paul was well aware that the subject of slavery was a very complex social issue in the Roman Empire. In fact, this social dynamic held this entire pagan civilization together politically, economically, and socially. To attack this evil system directly could have led the Roman armies to literally destroy communities of faith.

				Consequently, Paul addressed this issue with the message of Christ's love. Masters were to love their slaves as Christ loved them and slaves were to serve their masters as if they were serving Christ (Eph 6:5-9). This approach virtually eliminated slavery in local churches.

				Assuming Philemon complied with Paul's advice, he would have stood out as a godly businessman who modeled biblical values in a culture that practiced the opposite.  (See Phm #2:Demonstrating Wisdom.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways do both Boaz's and Philemon's values as successful businessmen in their cultures apply to businessmen and women today?

				

				

	

Ruth's Appeal to Boaz

				3 Ruth's mother-in-law Naomi said to her,"My daughter, shouldn't I find security for you, so that you will be taken care of? 2 Now isn't Boaz our relative? Haven't you been working with his female servants? This evening he will be winnowing barley on the threshing floor. 3 Wash, put on perfumed oil, and wear your best clothes. Go down to the threshing floor, but don't let the man know you are there until he has finished eating and drinking. 4 When he lies down, notice the place where he's lying, go in and uncover his feet, and lie down. Then he will explain to you what you should do."

				A Principle to Live By - Family Care
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				#7 We are to do whatever we can to help meet the valid needs of others within our family relationships.

				Naomi cared deeply about her daughter-in-law's special needs. Boaz also demonstrated his concern for Ruth, especially when he discovered that she was one of his relatives by marriage. 

				Jesus addressed this issue directly when He confronted the Pharisees and the teachers of the law. They had devised a set of technical rules whereby people could classify their material possessions as being devoted to God. Thus, they were legally freed up from having to take care of their parents. Sadly, the Pharisees developed these traditions to keep more money for themselves, even when their parents had special needs. Jesus directed some of His sharpest barbs toward this kind of hypocrisy (see Mt 15:5-9). 

				Paul also addressed this issue:

				But if anyone does not provide for his own, that is his own household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. (1Tm 5:8)  (See 1Tm #11:Material Needs.)

				The Scriptures extend this principle to the larger family of God. Thus James wrote,

				

				If a brother or sister is without clothes and lacks daily food and one of you says to them,"Go in peace, keep warm, and eat well," but you don't give them what the body needs, what good is it? In the same way faith, if it doesn't have works, is dead by itself. (Jms 2:15-17) 

				Reflection and Response

				How can we practice this principle effectively without enabling those who are engaging in irresponsible behavior?  (See 1Th #8:Economic Responsibility.)

				

				5 So Ruth said to her,"I will do everything you say." p 6 She went down to the threshing floor and did everything her mother-in-law had instructed her. 7 After Boaz ate, drank, and was in good spirits,q he went to lie down at the end of the pile of barley. Then she went in secretly, uncovered his feet, and lay down.

				8 At midnight, Boaz was startled, turned over, and there lying at his feet was a woman! 9 So he asked,"Who are you?"

				"I am Ruth, your slave," she replied."Spread your cloakr over me, for you are a •family redeemer."

				10 Then he said,"May the Lord bless you, my daughter. You have shown more kindness now than before,s because you have not pursued younger men, whether rich or poor.11 Now don't be afraid, my daughter. I will do for you whatever you say, t since all the people in my townu know that you are a woman of noble character.

				A Principle to Live By - Moral Purity

				[image: Getz0258.png]

				#8 Regardless of the non-biblical values that permeate many cultures today, we are to be committed to moral purity prior to marriage. 

				The story of Boaz and Ruth is a refreshing love story reflecting God's intentions for relationships between unmarried men and women. Against the backdrop of the sordid events recorded in the book of Judges, the Holy Spirit has brought us a story of light in the darkness. It is possible to be morally pure no matter the circumstances. If it could happen in this relationship between Boaz and Ruth, who represented two cultures permeated with immorality, it certainly can happen in our cultures today—especially since we have God's full revelation in Scripture. In addition, we can know God personally through Jesus Christ and can experience the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit.

				The Roman society in many respects reflected the perverted sexual values often described in the Old Testament. To the Thessalonians, who were converted to Christ in the midst of this culture, Paul wrote,

				For this is God's will, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality, so that each of you knows how to control his own body in sanctification and honor, not with lustful desires, like the Gentiles who don't know God. (1Th 4:3-5)  (See 1Th #7:Moral Values.)

				The author of Hebrews added these words:

				Marriage must be respected by all, and the marriage bed kept undefiled, because God will judge immoral people and adulterers. (Heb 13:4) 

				Reflection and Response

				Since today we live in cultures that blatantly defy God's moral laws, how can we help young and old alike to develop a moral value system that conforms to the will of God?  (See Pr #7:Moral Purity.)

				

				12 Yes, it is true that I am a family redeemer, but there is a redeemer closer than I am. 13 Stay here tonight, and in the morning, if he wants to redeem you, that's good. Let him redeem you. But if he doesn't want to redeem you, as the Lord lives, I will. Now lie down until morning."

				14 So she lay down at his feet until morning but got up while it was still dark.v Then Boaz said,"Don't let it be known that a w woman came to the threshing floor." 15 And he told Ruth,"Bring the shawl you're wearing and hold it out." When she held it out, he shoveled six measures of barley into her shawl, and she x went into the town.

				16 She went to her mother-in-law, Naomi, who asked her,"How did it go,y my daughter?"

				Then Ruth told her everything the man had done for her. 17 She said,"He gave me these six measures of barley, because he said, z 'Don't go back to your mother-in-law empty-handed.'"

				18 Naomi said,"My daughter, wait until you find out how things go, for he won't rest unless he resolves this today."

				

	

Ruth and Boaz Marry

				4 Boaz went to the •gate of the town and sat down there. Soon the •family redeemer Boaz had spoken about came by. Boaz called him by name and said,"Comeaa over here and sit down." So he went over and sat down. 2 Then Boaz took 10 men of the town's elders and said,"Sit here." And they sat down. 3 He said to the redeemer,"Naomi, who has returned from the land of Moab, is selling a piece of land that belonged to our brother Elimelech. 4 I thought I should inform you:ab Buy it back in the presence of those seated here and in the presence of the elders of my people. If you want to redeem it, do so. But if you do ac not want to redeem it, tell me so that I will know, because there isn't anyone other than you to redeem it, and I am next after you."

				"I want to redeem it," he answered.

				5 Then Boaz said,"On the day you buy the land from Naomi, you will also acquire ad Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the deceased man, to perpetuate the man's name on his property."

				6 The redeemer replied,"I can't redeem it myself, or I will ruin my own inheritance. Take my right of redemption, because I can't redeem it."

				7 At an earlier period in Israel, a man removed his sandal and gave it to the other party in order to make any matter legally binding concerning the right of redemption or the exchange of property. This was the method of legally binding a transaction in Israel.

				8 So the redeemer removed his sandal and said to Boaz,"Buy back the property yourself."

				9 Boaz said to the elders and all the people,"You are witnesses today that I am buying from Naomi everything that belonged to Elimelech, Chilion, and Mahlon. 10 I will also acquire Ruth the Moabitess, Mahlon's widow, as my wife, to perpetuate the deceased man's name on his property, so that his name will not disappear among his relatives or from the gate of his home. You are witnesses today."

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live by - Family Redeemer
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				#9 To reflect noble character, we are to demonstrate respect and concern for one another. 

				In the laws of Israel, God had provided a plan for protecting the interests of needy members of an extended family. In Ruth's case, it involved producing an heir for a relative who had died—her father-in-law, Elimelech (See Dt 25:5-10)—and to redeem land that a poor person, Naomi, had sold outside the family (see Lv 25:25-28). So Ruth had a right to ask for this protection.  (See Dt #25:Maintaining Justice.)

				However, Boaz knew that another relative had the right of first refusal. Boaz went through the proper procedures and channels, and the other man gave Boaz the right not only to acquire Naomi's property but also to secure Ruth as his bride. With that public action, Boaz once again demonstrated why he was a prominent man of noble character. 

				As Christians, we are to be above reproach in everything we do. This is what characterized young Timothy, who lived in Lystra, a pagan city in Galatia. When Paul met this young man, he was very impressed with what he heard:"the brothers at Lystra and Iconium spoke highly of him" (Ac 16:2). Timothy's character was verified in three ways: 

				1.	Good things were said about him.

				2.	More than one person said good things about him.

				3.	People in more than one place said good things about him. 

				We should have the same goal—to be above reproach, particularly in respecting the rights of others.

				Reflection and Response

				What are some specific steps we can take to develop a good reputation among both Christians and non-Christians—that is, to be men and women of noble character?  (See 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity; Ti #3: Doctrine of Character.)

				

				11 The elders and all the people who were at the gate said,"We are witnesses. May the Lord make the woman who is entering your house like Rachel and Leah, who together built the house of Israel. May you be powerful in Ephrathah and famous in Bethlehem. 12 May your house become like the house of Perez, the son Tamar bore to Judah, because of the offspring the Lord will give you by this young woman."

				A Principle to Live By - Marital Commitments
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				#10 When entering a marriage relationship, we should plan a public ceremony to demonstrate our lifelong commitment. 

				Boaz was a devout Jew who loved God and His laws. Ruth was a Gentile by birth who left her idolatrous environment to become a dedicated follower of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Together this couple, in the presence of the elders of the city, gave witness to the whole Bethlehem community that they were entering this marriage relationship with God's blessing and the blessing of their family and friends. What a wonderful testimony this was!

				Today, more and more people are asking: Why get married? Why do we need a piece of paper? Why do we need a public ceremony?

				There are several answers to these questions. When we make our public vows—to be faithful to each other until death parts us—we are making ourselves accountable to the larger family of God, we are asking for the prayer support of the Christian community, and we are bearing public witness regarding our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and our commitment to the values of the Word of God. 

				When Jesus was asked a question about marriage and divorce, He took His listeners back to the Genesis story:

				"Haven't you read," He replied,"that He who created them in the beginning made them male and female," and He also said:"For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one flesh? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God has joined together, man must not separate." (Mt 19:4-6)

				Graciously, God works through flawed individuals and flawed cultural practices to achieve His ultimate will.  (See 1Sm #1:Marital Relationships.)

				Reflection and Response

				In view of the number of divorces that are taking place, what can we do as families and churches to help reverse this trend?  (See Ac #5: Three Vital Experiences.)

				

				13 Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When he was intimate with her, the Lord enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son. 14 Then the women said to Naomi,"Praise the Lord, who has not left you without a family redeemer today. May his name become well known in Israel. 15 He will renew your life and sustain you in your old age. Indeed, your daughter-in-law, who loves you and is better to you than seven sons, has given birth to him." 16 Naomi took the child, placed him on her lap, and took care of him. 17 The neighbor women said,"A son has been born to Naomi," and they named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.

				

	

David's Genealogy from Judah's Son

				18 Now this is the genealogy of Perez:

				

				Perez fathered Hezron.

				19 Hezron fathered Ram, ae

				who fathered Amminadab.

				20 Amminadab fathered Nahshon,

				who fathered Salmon.

				21 Salmon fathered Boaz,

				who fathered Obed.

				22 And Obed fathered Jesse,

				who fathered David.

				

				A Principle to Live By - The Family of God
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				#11 We should use this beautiful love story to remind ourselves that through faith in Jesus Christ, we become spiritual brothers and sisters.

				There is a much greater story beyond the relationship between Boaz and Ruth. He became her family redeemer, but from this union eventually came another family redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ. Matthew gave us a remarkable genealogical record:

				The historical record of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham: . . . Salmon fathered Boaz by Rahab, Boaz fathered Obed by Ruth, Obed fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered King David. (Mt 1:1,5-6) 

				

				It's not an accident in God's plan of redemption that Rahab, a converted Canaanite prostitute, is included in Jesus' genealogy. Furthermore, it is providential that Ruth, a Gentile convert, is also included in this lineage. In God's timing, King David descended from these relationships. David, in turn, foreshadowed the blessed Son of David, none other than the Lord Jesus Christ, who died and shed His blood for the sins of the whole world—both Jews and Gentiles—so that we could be one eternal redeemed family. In this sense, the Lord Jesus Christ is our eternal family redeemer. As Paul has written,

				We have redemption in Him through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace that He lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. (Eph 1:7-8)  (See Mt #1:The Gift of Salvation.)

				Furthermore, as members of God's family, we are to"show family affection to one another with brotherly love" and"outdo one another in showing honor" (Rm 12:10).  (See Rm #23:Sincere Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				If you have not experienced God's redeeming grace by receiving the Lord Jesus Christ as your family redeemer, please do so today by sincerely praying the following prayer: 

				Dear God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, thank you for sending your Son to be my personal Savior from sin. I confess that I have sinned, and I now receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my personal Savior. I believe Jesus died for me and rose again. Thank you for coming into my life. Amen.
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				1  and  2 Samuel

				Author: Unknown

				Date of events: ca 1105–ca 960 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				The books of 1 and 2 Samuel tell about the end of the era of the judges and the beginning of the monarchy in Israel. It is not known who wrote the books, but they were probably written soon after the last recorded event—the end of David's reign in about 970 b.c. The books are named after the prophet Samuel, who was an important character in the first book. Other key persons were Saul, the peoples' choice for a king, and his successor David, whom God chose.

				Leading up to the time of Samuel, God ruled the people through judges. Ideally, these judges spoke messages given to them by God, thereby making Israel a theocracy. However, most of the judges failed to rely on God. Disillusioned, the people asked for a king, in part because the pagan nations around them all had kings and they wanted to be just like those nations. Samuel, who served faithfully as a judge, felt spurned, but God explained that the people were not rejecting his leadership. Rather, they were rejecting God's reign. 

				1 and 2 Samuel teach us principles of submission to authority

				

				

				The people told God what kind of king they wanted, and God honored their request but warned them of the potential consequences. Saul was tall and handsome, but ultimately he failed to obey God and compounded the problem by making excuses. When David, God's choice as Saul's successor, gained favor with the people, Saul became angry and jealous. In his paranoia, he never turned to God in repentance. Conversely, David's character was strong and he defended God's honor. David was also a loyal friend to Saul's son Jonathan, and they remained loyal friends in spite of the king's hatred toward David. Without regard for his own ambition, David honored Saul as God's anointed king. 

				1 and 2 Samuel teach us principles of good character for leadership

				

				

				Several times David lapsed into sin, but every time, he repented and returned to God. His heart was sensitive to God's leading because his conscience was attuned to God's word. Despite the seriousness of David's repeated sins, God forgave him and received him back again and again. David was not the most sinless king, but when he recognized and acknowledged his sin, he pursued the restoration of a relationship with his Savior. 

				1 and 2 Samuel teach us principles of repentance and God's unconditional love

				

				

				David's moral failures had consequences in his family, which in turn interfered with his leadership: 

				
							Bathsheba's first child died.

							One of David's sons raped his own sister, and his brother killed him for it.

							Another of David's sons rebelled and tried to usurp the throne and was killed in the rebellion.

							David's son and successor Solomon emulated some of David's sinful practices. 

				

				Yet throughout his life, David accepted correction from his heavenly Father, choosing to remain in the hands of the merciful God rather than to abandon Him and try to survive on his own.

				1 and 2 Samuel teach us Principles to Live By

			

			
				List of principles in 1 Samuel

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

						
								
								1:1-8

							
								
								#1: Marital Relationships

							
								
								To experience marital fulfillment as God intended, we must practice the one man–one woman plan instituted in the Garden of Eden.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:9-18

							
								
								#2: Sincere 
Commitments

							
								
								We should feel free to make personal commitments to God that are based on God's future provisions.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								1:19-28

							
								
								#3: Child Dedication

							
								
								Parents are to dedicate their children to the Lord and commit to teaching them to do God's will.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:1-11

							
								
								#4: Prayers of Praise

							
								
								We should always praise and thank God for His blessings, especially when we have experienced specific answers to prayer.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								2:12-26

							
								
								#5: A Biblical Profile

							
								
								When we select and appoint spiritual leaders, we are to use a biblical profile of maturity.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								2:27-36

							
								
								#6: A Well-Managed Family

							
								
								Fathers are to lead their children to grow and mature spiritually, morally, and ethically.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								3:1-18

							
								
								#7: Human 
Responsibility

							
								
								We are to take full responsibility for our failures, never blaming God or anyone else.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								3:19–4:2

							
								
								#8: Discerning the Truth

							
								
								We should consult the Holy Scriptures as well as mature Christians to help us discern truth from error.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								4:3-11

							
								
								#9: Misplaced Faith

							
								
								We must put our faith in the eternal, all-powerful God rather than in external symbols.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								4:12-22

							
								
								#10: The Impact of Sin

							
								
								To avoid causing others to stumble and fall into sin, we should live consistent godly lives.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								5:1–7:1

							
								
								#11: Our Eternal God

							
								
								Though many of the values in our culture are out of harmony with biblical values, we are to continue to reflect God's eternal power and glory in all that we do.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								7:2-6

							
								
								#12: Lukewarm 
Christianity

							
								
								To experience God's presence and power, we must serve Him wholeheartedly.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								7:7-14

							
								
								#13: The Power of Prayer

							
								
								To be able to serve God wholeheartedly and be victorious over Satan, we must seek His help through prayer. 

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								7:15–8:3

							
								
								#14: Parental 
Disappointments

							
								
								Parents must not ignore the power of a worldly environment to lead their children astray.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								8:4-9

							
								
								#15: Handling Rejection

							
								
								When we experience rejection for doing what is right, we should remember that it is God Himself who is ultimately being rejected.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								8:10-22

							
								
								#16: God-Centered Decisions

							
								
								In using the freedom God has given us, we should always make decisions that are within His will.

							
								
								16

							
						

						
								
								9:1-17

							
								
								#17: God's Faithfulness

							
								
								In terms of our eternal life in Christ, we must depend on God's faithfulness, not ours.

							
								
								17

							
						

						
								
								9:18–10:10

							
								
								#18: God's Empathy

							
								
								When we are overwhelmed with our weaknesses, we are to seek God's help, being assured that God empathizes with our humanness and desires to help us.

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								10:17-27

							
								
								#19: Hero Worship

							
								
								In our hearts, we are never to allow spiritual leaders to take precedence over God.

							
								
								19

							
						

						
								
								11:14–12:5

							
								
								#20: Modeling Godly Character

							
								
								To earn the right to be heard, we must consistently model godly character that reflects the life of Jesus Christ.

							
								
								20

							
						

						
								
								12:6-22

							
								
								#21: A Second Chance

							
								
								Even though we walk out of God's will, we are to take comfort that He always desires to give us another opportunity to follow Him fully.

							
								
								21

							
						

						
								
								12:23-25

							
								
								#22: A Shepherd's Heart

							
								
								We are to develop a heart of love and concern even for those who may reject our ministry.

							
								
								22

							
						

						
								
								13:1-14

							
								
								#23: Self-Justification

							
								
								We are to take full responsibility for our sinful actions and avoid making excuses to protect ourselves.

							
								
								23

							
						

						
								
								13:15–14:46

							
								
								#24: Being Teachable

							
								
								All adults should be open to what God may want to teach them through the younger generation.

							
								
								24

							
						

						
								
								15:1-35

							
								
								#25: Prideful Behavior

							
								
								We must be on guard against prideful behavior, which Satan wants to use to lead us into rebellion against God.

							
								
								25

							
						

						
								
								16:1-13

							
								
								#26: Determining Heart Attitudes

							
								
								When we select leaders, we are to use biblical criteria that measure internal Christlike qualities.

							
								
								26

							
						

						
								
								16:14-23

							
								
								#27: Security in Christ

							
								
								Though God will discipline us when we persistently sin, we are to take comfort in the fact that it is for our own good and we are secure in His eternal love.

							
								
								27

							
						

						
								
								17:12-28

							
								
								#28: Jealous Reactions

							
								
								When we have feelings of anger and jealousy, we must be on guard since these normal emotions can become very sinful. 

							
								
								28

							
						

						
								
								17:31-37

							
								
								#29: Youthful Service

							
								
								We should encourage young people to be bold and courageous in their service for God.

							
								
								29

							
						

						
								
								17:38-47

							
								
								#30: Honoring God

							
								
								When Satan and his evil forces attack us, one of our major goals should be to uphold God's reputation.

							
								
								30

							
						

						
								
								17:48–18:4

							
								
								#31: True Friendship

							
								
								We are to honor one another, be devoted to one another, and even be willing to lay down our lives for one another.

							
								
								31

							
						

						
								
								18:5–20:42

							
								
								#32: Self-destructive Behavior

							
								
								We must never allow jealousy and anger to go unchecked since both emotions can lead to very sinful and destructive behavior.

							
								
								32

							
						

						
								
								21:1-15

							
								
								#33: The Power of Fear

							
								
								When we become fearful, we must be on guard against the temptation to regress to attitudes and actions that are self focused.

							
								
								33

							
						

						
								
								22:1-2

							
								
								#34: Regaining Spiritual Focus

							
								
								When we feel alone and isolated, we should refocus our thoughts on who God is and what He wants to do for us when we trust Him.

							
								
								34

							
						

						
								
								22:3-4

							
								
								#35: Honoring Parents

							
								
								Adult children are to honor and care for their parents.

							
								
								35

							
						

						
								
								22:5-23

							
								
								#36: Making No Excuses

							
								
								When we violate God's will and in the process hurt others, we are to take full responsibility for our actions.

							
								
								36

							
						

						
								
								23:1-6

							
								
								#37: Seeking God's Wisdom

							
								
								When we have to make strategic decisions, we are to pray and seek wisdom from God and His Word.

							
								
								37

							
						

						
								
								23:7-24

							
								
								#38: Selfish Motives

							
								
								We must resist the temptation to convince ourselves that God approves of our actions when, in actuality, we are driven by selfish motives.

							
								
								38

							
						

						
								
								24:1-22

							
								
								#39: False Repentance

							
								
								Even though we may be overcome with guilt and remorse, we must not automatically conclude that we have experienced true repentance.

							
								
								39

							
						

						
								
								25:1-44

							
								
								#40: Personal 
Confrontation

							
								
								When we see a fellow Christian about to walk out of the will of God, we should be willing to confront that person humbly and sensitively.

							
								
								40

							
						

						
								
								26:1-25

							
								
								#41: Respect Plus 
Accountability

							
								
								We are to respect those who have spiritual leadership roles in the church, but they must still be held accountable for irresponsible and sinful actions.

							
								
								41

							
						

						
								
								27:1-12

							
								
								#42: Spiritual 
Regression

							
								
								We must be on guard against regressing to self-centered patterns of behavior.

							
								
								42

							
						

						
								
								28:1-25

							
								
								#43: Finishing Well

							
								
								As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, our goal should always be to conclude our lives on earth fulfilling God's will.

							
								
								43

							
						

						
								
								29:1–30:31

							
								
								#44: Sincere Prayer

							
								
								We should remember that God, as our heavenly Father, is always available when we sincerely seek His help.

							
								
								44

							
						

					
				

			

			

				1 Samuel

				Hannah's Vow

				1 There was a man from Ramathaim-zophim ina the hill country of Ephraim. His name was Elkanah son of Jeroham, son of Elihu, son of Tohu, son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. 2 He had two wives, the first named Hannah and the second Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah was childless. 3 This man would go up from his town every year to worship and to sacrifice to the Lord of •Hosts at Shiloh, where Eli's two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were the Lord's priests.

				4 Whenever Elkanah offered a sacrifice, he always gave portions of the meat to his wife Peninnah and to each of her sons and daughters. 5 But he gave a doubleb portion to Hannah, for he loved her even though the Lord had kept her from conceiving. 6 Her rival would taunt her severely just to provoke her, because the Lord had kept Hannah from conceiving. 7 Whenever she went up to the Lord's house, her rival taunted her in this way every year. Hannah wept and would not eat. 8 "Hannah, why are you crying?" her husband Elkanah asked."Why won't you eat? Why are you troubled? Am I not better to you than 10 sons?"

				A Principle to Live By - Marital Relationships

				[image: Getz0262.png]

				#1 To experience marital fulfillment as God intended, we must practice the one man–one woman plan instituted in the Garden of Eden.

				Just as Jacob loved and favored Rachael more than Leah, Elkanah loved and favored Hannah more than Peninnah. Because of this preferential treatment, both marriages experienced excruciating tension and intense conflict.  (See Gn #47:God's Moral Laws.)

				On Elkanah's side, he had a difficult time handling Hannah's emotional moods. The four questions he asked her (v. 8) indicate that he felt rejected: 

				
						Hannah, why are you crying? (As if he didn't know.)

						Why won't you eat? (As if he didn't understand the reason.)

						Why are you troubled? (Again, as if he wasn't aware of what was happening.)

						Am I not better to you than 10 sons? (A reflection of his insecurity.)

				

				Because of the sin and flagrant immorality that permeated the Old Testament world, God tolerated men having more than one wife. However, when the Lord Jesus Christ came, He lifted marital relationships to a new level. The Savior came to restore what was terribly distorted in the Fall. He taught and demonstrated what true love is. As John stated,

				This is how we have come to know love: He laid down His life for us. We should also lay down our lives for our brothers. (1Jn 3:16)

				As Christians, we have a new standard of righteousness. This is why every man who is selected to be a spiritual leader in the church should be"the husband of one wife," or more literally a"man of one woman" (1Tm 3:2; Ti 1:6), and a godly woman was to be a"wife of one husband" (1Tm 5:9). This was God's ideal plan when He created Adam and Eve. When we become new creations through faith in Jesus Christ, we have the potential to more and more reflect God's love in our marital relationships.  (See Gn #3:Marital Union.)

				Reflection and Response

				What practical steps should we take to maintain committed moral relationships that are pleasing both to God and to each other?  (See Pr#14: One Man–One Woman, p. 840.)

				

				9 Hannah got up after they ate and drank at Shiloh. c Eli the priest was sitting on a chair by the doorpost of the Lord's tabernacle. 10 Deeply hurt, Hannah prayed to the Lord and wept with many tears.11 Making a vow, she pleaded,"Lord of Hosts, if You will take notice of Your servant's affliction, remember and not forget me, and give Your servant a son,d I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life, and his hair will never be cut."e

				12 While she continued praying in the Lord's presence, Eli watched her lips. 13 Hannah was praying silently,f and though her lips were moving, her voice could not be heard. Eli thought she was drunk 14 and scolded her,"How long are you going to be drunk? Get rid of your wine!"

				15 "No, my lord," Hannah replied."I am a woman with a broken heart. I haven't had any wine or beer; I've been pouring out my heart before the Lord. 16 Don't think of me as a wicked woman; I've been praying from the depth of my anguish and resentment."

				17 Eli responded,"Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant the petition you've requested from Him."

				18 "May your servant find favor with you," she replied. Then Hannah went on her way; she ate and no longer looked despondent.g

				A Principle to Live By - Sincere Commitments

				[image: Getz0263.png]

				#2 We should feel free to make personal commitments to God that are based on God's future provisions.

				Hannah's vow could have been a commitment either for a specific time or for a lifetime (see Nm 6:1-21). For her, it was the latter. If God gave her a son, she would allow him to serve the Lord all his life (1Sm 1:11). 

				We saw this illustrated in Jacob's life. Following his encounter with God at Bethel, he vowed to give a tenth of his material possessions to the Lord—if God provided. This indeed was a prayer of faith.  (See Gn #44:Faith and Works.)

				Paul outlined the New Testament basis for faith promise giving. The Corinthians made a promise to give a"generous gift" based on what God would provide (2Co 9:1-5). 

				Reflection and Response

				How can we make a commitment to God that is not manipulative and conditional but simply a promise to demonstrate our love and appreciation to Him for His mercy and grace?  (See 2Co #16:Guidelines for Generosity.)

				

				

	

Samuel's Birth and Dedication

				19 The next morning Elkanah and Hannah got up early to bow in worship before the Lord. Afterward, they returned home to Ramah. Then Elkanah was intimate with his wife Hannah, and the Lord remembered her. 20 After some time,h Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, because she said,"I requested him from the Lord."

				21 When Elkanah and all his household went up to make the annual sacrifice and his vow offering to the Lord, 22 Hannah did not go and explained to her husband,"After the child is weaned, I'll take him to appear in the Lord's presence and to stay there permanently."

				23 Her husband Elkanah replied,"Do what you think is best,i and stay here until you've weaned him. May the Lord confirm your j word." So Hannah stayed there and nursed her son until she weaned him. 24 When she had weaned him, she took him with her to Shiloh, as well as a three-year-old bull, k half a bushell of flour, and a jar of wine. Though the boy was still young,m she took him to the Lord's house at Shiloh. 25 Then they slaughtered the bull and brought the boy to Eli.

				26 "Please, my lord," she said,"as sure as you live, my lord, I am the woman who stood here beside you praying to the Lord. 27 I prayed for this boy, and since the Lord gave me what I asked Him for, 28 I now give the boy to the Lord. For as long as he lives, he is given to the Lord." Then he n bowed in worship to the Lord there. o

				A Principle to Live By - Child Dedication

				[image: Getz0264.png]

				#3 Parents are to dedicate their children to the Lord and commit to teaching them to do God's will. 

				Hannah's Nazarite vow involved a specific Old Testament ritual that we're never asked to practice under the new covenant (see Nm 6:1-21). However, the principle is applicable today. When we present ourselves to the Lord to live holy and righteous lives, we are making a commitment that is dependent on God's grace and strength to help us do our part (Rm 12:12). And when we dedicate our children to the Lord, 
we are also promising, with God's help, to"bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord" (Eph 6:4).

				What Paul wrote in Ephesians 6:4 certainly applies to both parents. Still, a godly father image is very important in helping our children develop a correct perspective on God and His desire to be our loving heavenly Father (1Th 2:11-12).  (See 1Th #3:God's Household Model.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what distinctive ways can we dedicate our children to the Lord and nurture them so that they will live in God's will?  (See Dt #11:Teachable Moments.)

				

				

	

Hannah's Triumphant Prayer

				2 Hannah prayed:

				

				My heart rejoices in the Lord;

				my •horn is lifted up by the Lord.

				My mouth boasts over my enemies,

				because I rejoice in Your salvation.

				2 There is no one holy like the Lord.

				There is no one besides You!

				And there is no rock like our God.

				3 Do not boast so proudly,

				or let arrogant words come out of your mouth,

				for the Lord is a God of knowledge,

				and actions are weighed by Him.

				4 The bows of the warriors are broken,

				but the feeble are clothed with strength.

				5 Those who are full hire themselves out for food,

				but those who are starving hunger no more.

				The woman who is childless gives birth to seven,

				but the woman with many sons pines away.

				6 The Lord brings death and gives life;

				He sends some to •Sheol, and He raises others up.

				7 The Lord brings poverty and gives wealth;

				He humbles and He exalts.

				8 He raises the poor from the dust

				and lifts the needy from the garbage pile.

				He seats them with noblemen

				and gives them a throne of honor. p

				For the foundations of the earth are the Lord's;

				He has set the world on them.

				9 He guards the stepsq of His faithful ones,

				but the wicked perish in darkness,

				for a man does not prevail by his own strength.

				10 Those who oppose the Lord will be shattered; r

				He will thunder in the heavens against them.

				The Lord will judge the ends of the earth.

				He will give power to His king;

				He will lift up the horn of His anointed.

				

				11 Elkanah went home to Ramah, but the boy served the Lord in the presence of Eli the priest.

				A Principle to Live By - Prayers of Praise
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				#4 We should always praise and thank God for His blessings, especially when we have experienced specific answers to prayer.

				Hannah acknowledged that her son was a wonderful gift from God. In this prayer of praise we can certainly expect Hannah to use some first-person pronouns, since this event happened to her personally, but there are only four and they're in the first four lines where she set the stage for her personal praise. Then, throughout this prayer, she used the name of"the Lord" multiple times, and again and again she used pronouns to refer to Deity.  (See Ex #15:Glorifying God.)

				The New Testament also teaches that praise should be a part of our prayers, not just petition. Paul wrote,

				Rejoice always! Pray constantly. Give thanks in everything, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. (1Th 5:16-18) (See 1Th #12:Relationships with God.)

				Perhaps one of the most dramatic illustrations of praise happened when Paul and Silas were thrown into prison. In the middle of the night, they were praying and singing hymns of praise to God (Ac 16:25). What a powerful example! 

				Reflection and Response

				In our prayer experience, why is it so easy to forget the element of praise and thanksgiving?

				

				

	

Eli's Family Judged

				12 Eli's sons were •wicked men; they had no regard for the Lord13 or for the priests' share of the sacrifices from the people. When any man offered a sacrifice, the priest's servant would come with a three-pronged meat fork while the meat was boiling 14 and plunge it into the container or kettle or cauldron or cooking pot. The priest would claim for himself whatever the meat fork brought up. This is the way they treated all the Israelites who came there to Shiloh. 15 Even before the fat was burned, the priest's servant would come and say to the man who was sacrificing,"Give the priest some meat to roast, because he won't accept boiled meat from you — only raw." 16 If that man said to him,"The fat must be burned first; then you can take whatever you want for yourself," the servant would reply,"No, I insist that you hand it over right now. If you don't, I'll take it by force!" 17 So the servants' sin was very severe in the presence of the Lord, because they treated the Lord's offering with contempt.

				18 The boy Samuel served in the Lord's presence and wore a linen ephod. 19 Each year his mother made him a little robe and took it to him when she went with her husband to offer the annual sacrifice. 20 Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife:"May the Lord give you children by this woman in place of the one she s has given to the Lord." Then they would go home.

				21 The Lord paid attention to Hannah's need, and she conceived and gave birth to three sons and two daughters. Meanwhile, the boy Samuel grew up in the presence of the Lord.

				22 Now Eli was very old. He heard about everything his sons were doing to all Israel and how they were sleeping with the women who served at the entrance to the tent of meeting.23 He said to them,"Why are you doing these things? I have heard about your evil actions from all these people. 24 No, my sons, the report I hear from the Lord's people is not good. 25 If a man sins against another man, God can intercede for him, but if a man sins against the Lord, who can intercede for him?" But they would not listen to their father, since the Lord intended to kill them.26 By contrast, the boy Samuel grew in stature and in favor with the Lord and with men.

				A Principle to Live By - A Biblical Profile
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				#5 When we select and appoint spiritual leaders, we are to use a biblical profile of maturity.

				Aside from their father, Hophni and Phinehas occupied the most important spiritual positions in Israel. Though certainly circumcised physically, they had not experienced circumcision"of the heart—by the Spirit" (Rm 2:29). Morally, they lived like their pagan counterparts (1Sm 2:22).  (See Rm #5:A Heart Experience.)

				Unfortunately, this kind of evil behavior continued at times in the early church. Paul warned the Ephesian elders against so-called spiritual leaders who had sinful, selfish motives: 

				I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. And men will rise up from your own number with deviant doctrines to lure the disciples into following them. (Ac 20:29-30) 

				Paul later outlined specifically the qualifications for elders or overseers in his letter to Timothy, who was in Ephesus dealing with some of these very problems:

				An overseer, therefore, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, self-controlled, sensible, respectable, hospitable, an able teacher, not addicted to wine, not a bully but gentle, not quarrelsome, not greedy. (1Tm 3:2-3)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways can we discover and select leaders in our churches who reflect the character of the Lord Jesus Christ?  (See Ti #3: Doctrine of Character; 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity.)

				

				27 A man of God came to Eli and said to him,"This is what the Lord says: 'Didn't I reveal Myself to your ancestral house when it was in Egypt and belonged to Pharaoh's palace?28 Out of all the tribes of Israel, I selected your houset to be priests, to offer sacrifices on My altar, to burn incense, and to wear an •ephod in My presence. I also gave your house all the Israelite fire offerings. 29 Why, then, do all of you despise My sacrifices and offerings that I require at the place of worship? You have honored your sons more than Me, by making yourselves fat with the best part of all of the offerings of My people Israel.'

				30 "Therefore, this is the declaration of the Lord, the God of Israel:

				

				'Although I said

				your family and your ancestral house

				would walk before Me forever,

				the Lord now says,"No longer!"

				I will honor those who honor Me,

				but those who despise Me will be disgraced.

				

				31 " 'Look, the days are coming when I will cut off your strength and the strength of your ancestral family, so that none in your family will reach old age. 32 You will see distress in the place of worship, in spite of all that is good in Israel, and no one in your family will ever again reach old age. 33 Any man from your family I do not cut off from My altar will bring griefu and sadness to you. All your descendants will die violently. v, w 34 This will be the sign that will come to you concerning your two sons Hophni and Phinehas: both of them will die on the same day.

				35 " 'Then I will raise up a faithful priest for Myself. He will do whatever is in My heart and mind. I will establish a lasting dynasty for him, and he will walk before My anointed one for all time. 36 Anyone who is left in your family will come and bow down to him for a piece of silver or a loaf of bread. He will say: Please appoint me to some priestly office so I can have a piece of bread to eat.'"

				A Principle to Live By - A Well-Managed Family
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				#6 Fathers are to lead their children to grow and mature spiritually, morally, and ethically. 

				Eli spoke to his sons about their terrible sins, but he did not remove them from the priesthood when they continued their immoral and unethical practices. So God sent an unnamed"man of God" to pronounce judgment on Eli and his"ancestral house" (vv. 27,30). 

				Under the new covenant, there is no longer to be a priestly class since all true believers have access to God through Jesus Christ, who became our great high priest and our one and only mediator between us and God (1Tm 2:5). However, Paul wrote an enduring principle for those who lead in the church. A spiritual leader is to be"one who manages his own household competently, having his children under control with all dignity." Paul then added:"If anyone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of God's church?" (1Tm 3:4-5; see also Ti 1:5-6). (See 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity; Ti #3: Doctrine of Character.)

				Paul's requirement for spiritual leaders primarily pertained to their grown children who had totally rejected the gospel of Jesus Christ and continued to live a pagan lifestyle, similar to the way Eli's sons persisted in their immorality.

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to differentiate between older, grown children and younger children when applying Paul's standard to potential spiritual leaders?  (See Ti #2:Interpreting Scripture Accurately.)

				

				

	

Samuel's Call

				3 The boy Samuel served the Lord in Eli's presence. In those days the word of the Lord was rare and prophetic visions were not widespread.

				2 One day Eli, whose eyesight was failing, was lying in his room. 3 Before the lamp of God had gone out, Samuel was lying down in the tabernacle of the Lord, where the ark of God was located.

				4 Then the Lord called Samuel, x and he answered,"Here I am." 5 He ran to Eli and said,"Here I am; you called me."

				"I didn't call," Eli replied."Go back and lie down." So he went and lay down.

				6 Once again the Lord called,"Samuel!"

				Samuel got up, went to Eli, and said,"Here I am; you called me."

				"I didn't call, my son," he replied."Go back and lie down."

				7 Now Samuel had not yet experienced the Lord, because the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 8 Once again, for the third time, the Lord called Samuel. He got up, went to Eli, and said,"Here I am; you called me."

				Then Eli understood that the Lord was calling the boy. 9 He told Samuel,"Go and lie down. If He calls you, say, 'Speak, Lord, for Your servant is listening.'" So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

				10 The Lord came, stood there, and called as before,"Samuel, Samuel!"

				Samuel responded,"Speak, for Your servant is listening."

				11 The Lord said to Samuel,"I am about to do something in Israel that everyone who hears about it will shudder.12 On that day I will carry out against Eli everything I said about his family, from beginning to end.13 I told him that I am going to judge his family forever because of the iniquity he knows about: his sons are defiling the sanctuary, y and he has not stopped them. 14 Therefore, I have sworn to Eli's family: The iniquity of Eli's family will never be wiped out by either sacrifice or offering."

				15 Samuel lay down until the morning; then he opened the doors of the Lord's house. He was afraid to tell Eli the vision, 16 but Eli called him and said,"Samuel, my son."

				"Here I am," answered Samuel.

				17 "What was the message He gave you?" Eli asked."Don't hide it from me. May God punish you and do so severely if you hide anything from me that He told you."18 So Samuel told him everything and did not hide anything from him. Eli responded,"He is the Lord. He will do what He thinks is good."z

				A Principle to Live By - Human Responsibility
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				#7 We are to take full responsibility for our failures, never blaming God or anyone else. 

				When Eli realized that God was speaking to Samuel, he accepted the bad news, since the Lord had already prophesied that judgment was coming (2:27-31). God's judgment on Eli's sin impacted his family negatively to the third and fourth generation (Ex 34:6-7). Eli's descendants would be eliminated from the priesthood in Israel. This judgment could not be reversed by sacrifices and offerings, and it was accomplished during King Solomon's reign (1Kg 2:27). 

				Under the new covenant, however, all sins are covered by the blood of Jesus Christ—except the sin of unbelief and rejecting God's ultimate sacrifice. Though the blood of bulls and goats were not sufficient to cover the sins of Eli and his sons, the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all unrighteousness, regardless of how much we fall short of the mark (1Jn 1:9). And although our children may experience the natural consequences of parental sins, they need not experience God's judgment. 

				Our human responsibility means acknowledging our sins, truly repenting, and accepting the forgiveness available in Christ's shed blood. The important lesson for all of us in this Old Testament story is that Eli took full responsibility for his actions. He made no excuses. He knew he had failed.  (See Gn #5:Avoiding Rationalization.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to make ourselves victims when we are the ones who are responsible for our sinful actions as well as the results of those actions?  (See Nm #25:Misplacing Blame.)

				

				19 Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him, and He fulfilled everything Samuel prophesied.aa 20 All Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a confirmed prophet of the Lord. 21 The Lord continued to appear in Shiloh, because there He revealed Himself to Samuel by His word.

				41 And Samuel's words came to all Israel.

				

	

The Ark Captured by the Philistines

				Israel went out to meet the Philistines in battle and ab camped at Ebenezer while the Philistines camped at Aphek.2 The Philistines lined up in battle formation against Israel, and as the battle intensified, Israel was defeated by the Philistines, who struck down about 4,000 men on the battlefield.

				A Principle to Live By - Discerning the Truth
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				#8 We should consult the Holy Scriptures as well as mature Christians to help us discern truth from error.

				Samuel's initial nocturnal experiences with the Lord were just the beginning of more direct revelations. In turn, Samuel faithfully communicated God's message to the people of Israel. Unfortunately, what Samuel said regarding the Philistines appears to be his word, not God's direct revelation. This is why we read very specifically,"And Samuel's words came to all Israel" (4:1); this is in contrast to the Lord's word (3:21). Being a true prophet in Israel did not mean they always spoke God's words. So Samuel's advice to Israel to engage the Philistines in battle was his own judgment, resulting in tragedy.

				Today, there are some spiritual leaders—sincere and insincere—who are giving wrong advice and even claiming to have direct messages from God. This is why we must rely on the Holy Scriptures and on other mature Christians to help us evaluate what we're being taught. This does not mean we should develop a persistent attitude of skepticism and distrust, but we should be cautious and discerning, especially concerning people who claim to have prophetic gifts. This is probably what Paul was referring to, even while Scripture was still being revealed by the Spirit:

				Don't stifle the Spirit. Don't despise prophecies, but test all things. Hold on to what is good. Stay away from every kind of evil. (1Th 5:19-22)  (See 2Tm #8:Standing Firm on Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we become cautious and discerning in evaluating what our spiritual leaders are teaching us without becoming skeptical and distrustful?  (See Jr #18:False Prophets.)

				

				3 When the troops returned to the camp, the elders of Israel asked,"Why did the Lord let us be defeated today by the Philistines? Let's bring the ark of the Lord's covenant from Shiloh. Then itac will go with us and save us from the hand of our enemies." 4 So the people sent men to Shiloh to bring back the ark of the covenant of the Lord of •Hosts, who dwells between the •cherubim. Eli's two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the covenant of God. 5 When the ark of the covenant of the Lord entered the camp, all the Israelites raised such a loud shout that the ground shook.

				6 The Philistines heard the sound of the war cry and asked,"What's this loud shout in the Hebrews' camp?" When the Philistines discovered that the ark of the Lord had entered the camp, 7 they panicked."The gods have entered their camp!" they said."Woe to us, nothing like this has happened before.ad 8 Woe to us, who will rescue us from the hand of these magnificent gods? These are the gods that slaughtered the Egyptians with all kinds of plagues in the wilderness. 9 Show some courage and be men, Philistines! Otherwise, you'll serve the Hebrews just as they served you. Now be men and fight!"

				10 So the Philistines fought, and Israel was defeated, and each man fled to his tent. The slaughter was severe — 30,000 of the Israelite foot soldiers fell. 11 The ark of God was captured, and Eli's two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, died.

				A Principle to Live By - Misplaced Faith
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				#9 We must put our faith in the eternal, all-powerful God rather than in external symbols. 

				God revealed His awesome presence in special ways from between the cherubim (Ex 25:22). However, there were times when He withdrew from the most holy place in the tabernacle because of Israel's terrible idolatry and immorality. This was one of those times, but the elders of Israel didn't realize it. They attempted to use this sacred wooden box to defeat the Philistines. The results were devastating.  (See Jr #11:A Form of Godliness.)

				After Christ came to fulfill the demands of the law, He did not eliminate all symbols. The communion meal helps us remember His death and the promise of His second coming, and water baptism demonstrates our identification with Christ's death and resurrection. However, for some professing Christians, these symbols have lost their original meaning and have become substitutes for putting our faith in the God they represent. 

				The apostle Paul dealt with other issues that violated this supracultural principle:

				Therefore, don't let anyone judge you in regard to food and drink or in the matter of a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day. These are a shadow of what was to come; the substance is the Messiah. Let no one disqualify you, insisting on ascetic practices and the worship of angels, claiming access to a visionary realm and inflated without cause by his unspiritual mind. He doesn't hold on to the head, from whom the whole body, nourished and held together by its ligaments and tendons, develops with growth from God. (Col 2:16-19) 

				Reflection and Response

				How can we use God-ordained symbols but keep them from becoming a substitute for the God we worship and serve?  (See Jos #8:Identification with Christ.)

				

				

	

Eli's Death and Ichabod's Birth

				12 That same day, a Benjaminite man ran from the battle and came to Shiloh. His clothes were torn, and there was dirt on his head. 13 When he arrived, there was Eli sitting on his chair beside the road watching, because he was anxious about the ark of God. When the man entered the city to give a report, the entire city cried out.

				14 Eli heard the outcry and asked,"Why this commotion?" The man quickly came and reported to Eli. 15 At that time Eli was 98 years old, and his gaze was fixedae because he couldn't see.

				16 The man said to Eli,"I'm the one who came from the battle. af I fled from there today."

				"What happened, my son?" Eli asked.

				17 The messenger answered,"Israel has fled from the Philistines, and also there was a great slaughter among the people. Your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are both dead, and the ark of God has been captured." 18 When he mentioned the ark of God, Eli fell backward off the chair by the city gate, and since he was old and heavy, his neck broke and he died. Eli had judged Israel 40 years.

				19 Eli's daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was pregnant and about to give birth. When she heard the news about the capture of God's ark and the deaths of her father-in-law and her husband, she collapsed and gave birth because her labor pains came on her. 20 As she was dying, ag the women taking care of her said,"Don't be afraid. You've given birth to a son!" But she did not respond or pay attention. 21 She named the boy Ichabod, saying,"The glory has departed from Israel," referring to the capture of the ark of God and to the deaths of her father-in-law and her husband. 22 "The glory has departed from Israel," she said,"because the ark of God has been captured."

				A Principle to Live By - The Impact of Sin
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				#10 To avoid causing others to stumble and fall into sin, we should live consistent godly lives. 

				After ruling Israel for 40 years, Eli met his Maker in the midst of a horrible tragedy. In those parting moments on earth he likely was grieved that he, as Israel's leader along with his sons, had so deliberately departed from doing the will of God. But Eli's sin and his sons' evil deeds also impacted his daughter-in-law (v. 19). After putting up with her husband's infidelity and idolatry all her married life, she knew judgment must soon be coming and eventually God's hand would fall. Yet when it happened, it was more than she could bear. She went into early labor and died shortly after Ichabod was born. 

				Though Jesus' parable about the man who built his house on the sand spoke in terms of a literal building, it could be applied to households that lack a strong moral core and eventually disintegrate cataclysmically. Sadly, innocent offspring in that household also experience the results of such a tragedy (Mt 7:24-27).  (See Jos #15:Hurting Innocent People.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways have you seen innocent people suffer when their spiritual leaders—both pastors and parents—make decisions that violate the will of God?

				

				

	

The Ark in Philistine Hands

				5 After the Philistines had captured the ark of God, they took it from Ebenezer to Ashdod,2 brought it into the temple of Dagon and placed it next to his statue.ah3 When the people of Ashdod got up early the next morning, there was Dagon, fallen with his face to the ground before the ark of the Lord. So they took Dagon and returned him to his place. 4 But when they got up early the next morning, there was Dagon, fallen with his face to the ground before the ark of the Lord. This time, both Dagon's head and the palms of his hands were broken off and lying on the threshold. Only Dagon's torso remained. ai 5 That is why, to this day, the priests of Dagon and everyone who enters the temple of Dagon in Ashdod do not step on Dagon's threshold.

				6 The Lord's hand was heavy on the people of Ashdod, terrorizing and afflicting the people of Ashdod and its territory with tumors. aj 7 When the men of Ashdod saw what was happening, they said,"The ark of Israel's God must not stay here with us, because His hand is strongly against us and our god Dagon." 8 So they called all the Philistine rulers together and asked,"What should we do with the ark of Israel's God?"

				"The ark of Israel's God should be moved to Gath," they replied. So the men of Ashdod moved the ark. 9 After they had moved it, the Lord's hand was against the city of Gath, causing a great panic. He afflicted the men of the city, from the youngest to the oldest, with an outbreak of tumors.

				10 The Gittites then sent the ark of God to Ekron, but when it got there, the Ekronites cried out,"They've moved the ark of Israel's God to us to kill us and our people!" ak

				11 The Ekronites called all the Philistine rulers together. They said,"Send the ark of Israel's God away. It must return to its place so it won't kill us and our people!" al For the fear of death pervaded the city; God's hand was oppressing them. 12 The men who did not die were afflicted with tumors, and the outcry of the city went up to heaven.

				

	

The Return of the Ark

				6 When the ark of the Lord had been in the land of the Philistines for seven months, 2 the Philistines summoned the priests and the diviners and pleaded,"What should we do with the ark of the Lord? Tell us how we can send it back to its place."

				3 They replied,"If you send the ark of Israel's God away, you must not send it without an offering. You must send back a restitution offering to Him, and you will be healed. Then the reason His hand hasn't been removed from you will be revealed." am

				4 They asked,"What restitution offering should we send back to Him?"

				And they answered,"Five gold tumors and five gold mice corresponding to the number of Philistine rulers, since there was one plague for both you an and your rulers.5 Make images of your tumors and of your mice that are destroying the land. Give glory to Israel's God, and perhaps He will stop oppressing you,ao your gods, and your land. 6 Why harden your hearts as the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened theirs? When He afflicted them, didn't they send Israel away, and Israel left?

				7 "Now then, prepare one new cart and two milk cows that have never been yoked. Hitch the cows to the cart, but take their calves away and pen them up. 8 Take the ark of the Lord, place it on the cart, and put the gold objects that you're sending Him as a restitution offering in a box beside the ark. Send it off and let it go its way. 9 Then watch: If it goes up the road to its homeland toward Beth-shemesh, it is the Lord who has made this terrible trouble for us. However, if it doesn't, we will know that it was not His hand that punished us — it was just something that happened to us by chance."

				10 The men did this: They took two milk cows, hitched them to the cart, and confined their calves in the pen. 11 Then they put the ark of the Lord on the cart, along with the box containing the gold mice and the images of their tumors. 12 The cows went straight up the road to Beth-shemesh. They stayed on that one highway, lowing as they went; they never strayed to the right or to the left. The Philistine rulers were walking behind them to the territory of Beth-shemesh.

				13 The people of Beth-shemesh were harvesting wheat in the valley, and when they looked up and saw the ark, they were overjoyed to see it. 14 The cart came to the field of Joshua of Beth-shemesh and stopped there near a large rock. The people of the city chopped up the cart and offered the cows as a •burnt offering to the Lord. 15 The Levites removed the ark of the Lord, along with the box containing the gold objects, and placed them on the large rock. That day the men of Beth-shemesh offered burnt offerings and made sacrifices to the Lord. 16 When the five Philistine rulers observed this, they returned to Ekron that same day.

				17 As a restitution offering to the Lord, the Philistines had sent back one gold tumor for each city: Ashdod, Gaza, Ashkelon, Gath, and Ekron. 18 The number of gold mice also corresponded to the number of Philistine cities of the five rulers, the fortified cities and the outlying villages. The large rock ap on which the ark of the Lord was placed is in the field of Joshua of Beth-shemesh to this day.

				19 God struck down the men of Beth-shemesh because they looked inside the ark of the Lord. aq He struck down 70 men out of 50,000 men. ar The people mourned because the Lord struck them with a great slaughter. 20 The men of Beth-shemesh asked,"Who is able to stand in the presence of this holy Lord God? Who should the ark go to from here?"

				21 They sent messengers to the residents of Kiriath-jearim, saying,"The Philistines have returned the ark of the Lord. Come down and get it."as

				7 So the men of Kiriath-jearim came for the ark of the Lord and took it to Abinadab's house on the hill. They consecrated his son Eleazar to take care of it.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Eternal God

				[image: Getz0272.png]

				#11 Though many of the values in our culture are out of harmony with biblical values, we are to continue to reflect God's eternal power and glory in all that we do.

				In the Old Testament, God chose Israel to reveal to the pagan world that He is the one true God. Even when they failed to obey His laws, He still revealed His glory. When the Philistines placed the ark in their temple next to Dagon, their chief god, this lifeless image literally fell facedown as if it were worshiping Israel's God (5:3). And wherever they moved the ark, God oppressed the Philistines with physical illnesses. Ironically, their own pagan priests and diviners eventually paid tribute to God's glory (6:5). 

				When Jesus Christ came, God revealed His glory through the Savior (Jn 1:14). He then chose the church (all true believers) to reveal His glory. Paul made this abundantly clear in his first letter to the Corinthians:

				Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for God's glory. Give no offense to the Jews or the Greeks or the church of God, just as I also try to please all people in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of many, so that they may be saved. (1Co 10:31-33)  (See Ezk #36:Reflecting God's Glory.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways should all of us as Christians encourage one another to reveal God's glory in the way we live our lives from day to day?

				

				

	

Victory at Mizpah

				2 Time went by until 20 years had passed since the ark had been taken to Kiriath-jearim. Then the whole house of Israel began to seek the Lord. 3 Samuel told them,"If you are returning to the Lord with all your heart, get rid of the foreign gods and the •Ashtoreths that are among you, dedicate yourselves toat the Lord, and worship only Him. Then He will rescue you from the hand of the Philistines." 4 So the Israelites removed the •Baals and the Ashtoreths and only worshiped the Lord.

				5 Samuel said,"Gather all Israel at Mizpah, and I will pray to the Lord on your behalf." 6 When they gathered at Mizpah, they drew water and poured it out in the Lord's presence. They fasted that day, and there they confessed,"We have sinned against the Lord." And Samuel judged the Israelites at Mizpah.

				A Principle to Live By - Lukewarm Christianity
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				#12 To experience God's presence and power, we must serve Him wholeheartedly.

				Even though God forced the Philistines to return the ark, many in Israel still continued to worship false gods. Consequently, the Lord turned a deaf ear to their physical and emotional pain for 20 years. However, following the same cycle we saw again and again throughout the book of Judges, the children of Israel eventually"began to seek the Lord" 
(v. 2), and the Lord in His mercy raised up a deliverer—in this case, Samuel. 

				Samuel's challenging message was very similar to Joshua's (see Jos 24:14-15). And centuries later, Jesus Christ delivered a very similar message to the church in Laodicea. His words unfortunately apply to many churches today:

				I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish that you were cold or hot. So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I am going to vomit you out of My mouth. . . . As many as I love, I rebuke and discipline. So be committed and repent. (Rv 3:15-16,19)  (See Rv #9:Receiving Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				What can each of us do personally to help our local churches remove all forms of idolatry and become consistent dynamic communities of love that reflect the life and character of Jesus Christ?  (See Jdg #19:Religious Syncretism.)

				

				7 When the Philistines heard that the Israelites had gathered at Mizpah, their rulers marched up toward Israel. When the Israelites heard about it, they were afraid because of the Philistines. 8 The Israelites said to Samuel,"Don't stop crying out to the Lord our God for us, so that He will save us from the hand of the Philistines."

				9 Then Samuel took a young lamb and offered it as a whole •burnt offering to the Lord. He cried out to the Lord on behalf of Israel, and the Lord answered him. 10 Samuel was offering the burnt offering as the Philistines drew near to fight against Israel. The Lord thundered loudly against the Philistines that day and threw them into such confusion that they fled before Israel. 11 Then the men of Israel charged out of Mizpah and pursued the Philistines striking them down all the way to a place below Beth-car.

				12 Afterward, Samuel took a stone and set it upright between Mizpah and Shen. He named it Ebenezer, explaining,"The Lord has helped us to this point." 13 So the Philistines were subdued and au did not invade Israel's territory again. The Lord's hand was against the Philistines all of Samuel's life. 14 The cities from Ekron to Gath, which they had taken from Israel, were restored; Israel even rescued their surrounding territories from Philistine control. There was also peace between Israel and the Amorites.

				A Principle to Live By - The Power of Prayer
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				#13 To be able to serve God wholeheartedly and be victorious over Satan, we must seek His help through prayer. 

				When the children of Israel gathered at Mizpah to seek the Lord, two dramatic changes are evident. The first involved Samuel. When his"words came to all Israel" to go up and fight with the Philistines, he was probably a young teenager (4:1). His order led to a catastrophic defeat!  (Review 1 Sm #8: Discerning the Truth)

				The second dramatic change involved the children of Israel themselves. They realized they could not defeat their enemies in their own strength, so they pleaded with Samuel to keep praying for them. Mercifully—but not surprisingly—the Lord responded to Samuel's intercession and granted Israel a great victory. They were now doing things God's way!

				The Old Testament is filled with literal flesh and blood battles. However, Paul noted that"our battle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the world powers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavens" (Eph 6:12). To win these battles, in addition to protecting ourselves by putting on"the full armor of God" (Eph 6:13-17), we need to seek God's help consistently through prayer. Thus Paul wrote,

				Pray at all times in the Spirit with every prayer and request, and stay alert in this with all perseverance and intercession for all the saints. (Eph 6:18)  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to neglect seeking God's help through prayer?

				

				15 Samuel judged Israel throughout his life. 16 Every year he would go on a circuit to Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah and would judge Israel at all these locations. 17 Then he would return to Ramah because his home was there, he judged Israel there, and he built an altar to the Lord there.

				

	

Israel's Demand for a King

				8 When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as judges over Israel.2 His firstborn son's name was Joel and his second was Abijah. They were judges in Beer-sheba.3 However, his sons did not walk in his ways — they turned toward dishonest gain, took bribes, and perverted justice.

				A Principle to Live By - Parental Disappointments
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				#14 Parents must not ignore the power of a worldly environment to lead their children astray.

				After the ark was captured and Eli and his sons had died, Samuel apparently moved back to Ramah, married, and produced his own family. Once Samuel became an official judge, he continued to live in Ramah. He prayed and interceded for Israel and offered sacrifices to the Lord (7:17). He also became a faithful traveling pastor (7:16). But when Samuel was probably between 65 and 70 years of age, he faced one of the most disappointing events in his life. His sons rejected his example of godliness.  (See 2Kg #23:Godly Parenting.)

				There is a powerful lesson here for all of us. Even godly spiritual leaders can lose control over grown children who leave home. Samuel's sons lived in Beer-sheba, about 50 miles south of Ramah, a great distance in those days. It would have been very difficult for Samuel to monitor their actions and hold them accountable. Even though the elders in Israel pointed to the ethical failure of Joel and Abijah, they did not fault Samuel (1Sm 12:3-4).  (See Ti #2:Interpreting Scripture Accurately.)

				Regardless of the reasons children walk away from God, all of us should be quick to reach out with love and compassion to those who are hurting because of wayward sons and daughters. Though we should always take the qualifications for spiritual leadership seriously (see 1Tm 3:4-5; Ti 1:6), this does not mean turning our back on parents—including spiritual leaders—who are hurting desperately because of serious family issues. In the world we live in, this could happen in any church family. Paul's words certainly apply in these situations:

				Brothers, if someone is caught in any wrongdoing, you who are spiritual should restore such a person with a gentle spirit, watching out for yourselves so you also won't be tempted. Carry one another's burdens; in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. For if anyone considers himself to be something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. (Gl 6:1-3)  (See Gl #11:The Process of Restoration.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways can we minister to parents who have children who are deliberately walking out of the will of God?

				

				4 So all the elders of Israel gathered together and went to Samuel at Ramah.5 They said to him,"Look, you are old, and your sons do not follow your example. Therefore, appoint a king to judge us the same as all the other nations have."

				6 When they said,"Give us a king to judge us," Samuel considered their demand sinful, so he prayed to the Lord. 7 But the Lord told him,"Listen to the people and everything they say to you. They have not rejected you; they have rejected Me as their king. 8 They are doing the same thing to you that they have done to Me, av since the day I brought them out of Egypt until this day, abandoning Me and worshiping other gods. 9 Listen to them, but you must solemnly warn them and tell them about the rights of the king who will rule over them."

				A Principle to Live By - Handling Rejection
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				#15 When we experience rejection for doing what is right, we should remember that it is God Himself who is ultimately being rejected. 

				When Israel asked for a king, Samuel was not only concerned that his people were about to walk out of God's will, but he felt hurt and rejected. In view of all he had done for the children of Israel, his feelings are understandable. However, what is even more significant in this event is that Israel actually rejected God at this moment. In fact, they had done so on numerous occasions ever since He led them out of Egypt (v. 8). 

				When Jesus was equipping the apostles for ministry, He prepared them for this kind of experience. He told them that, because the world rejected Him, it would reject them. On one occasion, Jesus said,

				You will even be betrayed by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends. They will kill some of you. You will be hated by everyone because of My name. (Lk 21:16-17)

				Reflection and Response

				When we experience rejection because of our commitment to live for the Lord Jesus Christ, how can we handle these normal and natural emotions effectively?  (See Mt #34:Rejection.)

				

				10 Samuel told all the Lord's words to the people who were asking him for a king. 11 He said,"These are the rights of the king who will rule over you: He will take your sons and put them to his use in his chariots, on his horses, or running in front of his chariots. 12 He can appoint them for his use as commanders of thousands or commanders of fifties, to plow his ground or reap his harvest, or to make his weapons of war or the equipment for his chariots. 13 He can take your daughters to become perfumers, cooks, and bakers. 14 He can take your best fields, vineyards, and olive orchards and give them to his servants. 15 He can take a tenth of your grain and your vineyards and give them to his officials and servants. 16 He can take your male servants, your female servants, your best young men, aw and your donkeys and use them for his work. 17 He can take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves can become his servants. 18 When that day comes, you will cry out because of the king you've chosen for yourselves, but the Lord won't answer you on that day."

				19 The people refused to listen to Samuel."No!" they said."We must have a king over us. 20 Then we'll be like all the other nations: our king will judge us, go out before us, and fight our battles."

				21 Samuel listened to all the people's words and then repeated them to the Lord.ax 22 "Listen to them," the Lord told Samuel."Appoint a king for them."

				Then Samuel told the men of Israel,"Each of you, go back to your city."

				A Principle to Live By - God-Centered Decisions
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				#16 In using the freedom God has given us, we should always make decisions that are within His will. 

				Asking for a king was not Israel's primary sin. God had given them this freedom in the laws outlined by Moses (Dt 17:14-15). Rather, the Lord was displeased because they wanted to put their trust in a man rather than in Him (1Sm 8:20). If they had asked with pure hearts, they would have been in God's will. However, they asked and acted with impure motives, even though they knew they and their children would suffer some very serious consequences (vv. 11-17). 

				When Jesus died on the cross, paid for our sins, and was resurrected, He set all who 
accept the gift of salvation free from the law of sin and death. However, Paul made it clear we are never to use our freedom in Christ to make decisions that are selfish and sinful. We are to reflect the"fruit of the Spirit" and avoid the"works of the flesh." Even God-created functions can become sinful when we use them selfishly. Thus Paul wrote,

				For you were called to be free, brothers; only don't use this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but serve one another through love. (Gl 5:13)  (See Gl #9:Freedom to Serve.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some activities God has created for our benefit that we can use in ways that violate the will of God?

				

				

	

Saul Anointed King

				9 There was an influential man of Benjamin named Kish son of Abiel, son of Zeror, son of Becorath, son of Aphiah, son of a Benjaminite. 2 He had a son named Saul, an impressive young man. There was no one more impressive among the Israelites than he. He stood a head taller than anyone else.ay

				3 One day the donkeys of Saul's father Kish wandered off. Kish said to his son Saul,"Take one of the attendants with you and go look for the donkeys." 4 Saul and his attendant went through the hill country of Ephraim and then through the region of Shalishah, but they didn't find them. They went through the region of Shaalim — nothing. Then they went through the Benjaminite region but still didn't find them.

				5 When they came to the land of Zuph, Saul said to the attendant who was with him,"Come on, let's go back, or my father will stop worrying about the donkeys and start worrying about us."

				6 "Look," the attendant said,"there's a man of God in this city who is highly respected; everything he says is sure to come true. Let's go there now. Maybe he'll tell us which way we should go."

				7 "Suppose we do go," Saul said to his attendant,"what do we take the man? The food from our packs is gone, and there's no gift to take to the man of God. What do we have?"

				8 The attendant answered Saul:"Here, I have a pieceaz of silver. I'll give it to the man of God, and he will tell us our way."

				9 Formerly in Israel, a man who was going to inquire of God would say,"Come, let's go to the seer," for the prophet of today was formerly called the seer.

				10 "Good," Saul replied to his attendant."Come on, let's go." So they went to the city where the man of God was. 11 As they were climbing the hill to the city, they found some young women coming out to draw water and asked,"Is the seer here?"

				12 The women answered,"Yes, he is ahead of you. Hurry, he just now came to the city, because there's a sacrifice for the people at the •high place today. 13 If you go quickly, you can catch up with him before he goes to the high place to eat. The people won't eat until he comes because he must bless the sacrifice; after that, the guests can eat. Go up immediately — you can find him now." 14 So they went up toward the city.

				Saul and his attendant were entering the city when they saw Samuel coming toward them on his way to the high place. 15 Now the day before Saul's arrival, the Lord had informed Samuel,ba16 "At this time tomorrow I will send you a man from the land of Benjamin. Anoint him ruler over My people Israel. He will save them from the hand of the Philistines because I have seen the affliction of My people, for their cry has come to Me." 17 When Samuel saw Saul, the Lord told him,"Here is the man I told you about; he will rule over My people."

				A Principle to Live By - God's Faithfulness
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				#17 In terms of our eternal life in Christ, we must depend on God's faithfulness, not ours. 

				God made it clear that when Israel cried out to Him because of the oppression they would experience under the kings they chose, He would not respond (8:18). They would simply have to live with their decision and suffer the consequences. Still, God has not ultimately forsaken Israel as a nation. The Abrahamic covenant will ultimately be fulfilled when Jesus Christ returns to this earth, and"all Israel will be saved" (Rm 11:26).  (See Ex #1:God's Unconditional Promises.)

				God is still faithful to His people, including all of us who are true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. The apostle Paul underscored this wonderful truth:

				This saying is trustworthy: For if we have died with Him, we will also live with Him; if we endure, we will also reign with Him; if we deny Him, He will also deny us; if we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself. (2Tm 2:11-13)  (See 2Tm #5:Focusing on Christ; Eph #2: Our Position in Christ.)

				Those who deny Christ are not true Christians. However, all true believers at times are faithless. When we are, God will never disown us and forsake us if we are indeed His children through the new birth. 

				This wonderful truth, of course, is not an excuse for living out of His will. Still, if God were not faithful, no one could inherit eternal life. This is why John's words apply to that moment when we accept Christ, but also describe an ongoing reality throughout our Christian life:

				If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1Jn 1:9) 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it impossible for our eternal destiny to be dependent on our faithfulness rather than God's faithfulness?  (See Dt #3:Maintaining a Clear Focus.)

				

				18 Saul approached Samuel in the gate area and asked,"Would you please tell me where the seer's house is?"

				19 "I am the seer," Samuel answered.bb"Go up ahead of me to the high place and eat with me today. When I send you off in the morning, I'll tell you everything that's in your heart. 20 As for the donkeys that wandered away from you three days ago, don't worry about them because they've been found. And who does all Israel desire but you and all your father's family?"

				21 Saul responded,"Am I not a Benjaminite from the smallest of Israel's tribes and isn't my clan the least important of all the clans of the Benjaminite tribe? So why have you said something like this to me?"

				22 Samuel took Saul and his attendant, brought them to the banquet hall, and gave them a place at the head of the 30 bc or so men who had been invited. 23 Then Samuel said to the cook,"Get the portion of meat that I gave you and told you to set aside."

				24 The cook picked up the thigh and what was attached to it and set it before Saul. Then Samuel said,"Notice that the reserved piece is set before you. Eat it because it was saved for you for this solemn event at the time I said, 'I've invited the people.'" So Saul ate with Samuel that day. 25 Afterward, they went down from the high place to the city, and Samuel spoke with Saul on the roof. bd

				26 They got up early, and just before dawn, Samuel called to Saul on the roof,"Get up, and I'll send you on your way!" Saul got up, and both he and Samuel went outside. 27 As they were going down to the edge of the city, Samuel said to Saul,"Tell the attendant to go on ahead of us, but you stay for a while, and I'll reveal the word of God to you." So the attendant went on.

				10 Samuel took the flask of oil, poured it out on Saul's head, kissed him, and said,"Hasn't the Lord anointed you ruler over His inheritance? be2 Today when you leave me, you'll find two men at Rachel's Grave at Zelzah in the land of Benjamin. They will say to you, 'The donkeys you went looking for have been found, and now your father has stopped being concerned about the donkeys and is worried about you, asking: What should I do about my son? '

				3 "You will proceed from there until you come to the oak of Tabor. Three men going up to God at Bethel will meet you there, one bringing three goats, one bringing three loaves of bread, and one bringing a skin of wine. 4 They will ask how you are and give you two loaves bf of bread, which you will accept from them.

				5 "After that you will come to the Hill of Godbg where there are Philistine garrisons.bh When you arrive at the city, you will meet a group of prophets coming down from the •high place prophesying. They will be preceded by harps, tambourines, flutes, and lyres. 6 The Spirit of the Lord will control you, you will prophesy with them, and you will be transformed into a different person. 7 When these signs have happened to you, do whatever your circumstances requirebi because God is with you. 8 Afterward, go ahead of me to Gilgal. I will come to you to offer •burnt offerings and to sacrifice •fellowship offerings. Wait seven days until I come to you and show you what to do."

				9 When Saul turned aroundbj to leave Samuel, God changed his heart,bk and all the signs came about that day. 10 When Saul and his attendant arrived at Gibeah, a group of prophets met him. Then the Spirit of God took control of him, and he prophesied along with them.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Empathy
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				#18 When we are overwhelmed with our weaknesses, we are to seek God's help, being assured that God empathizes with our humanness and desires to help us.

				When God chose Saul to be king, He knew his internal weaknesses (9:21). He also knew the gigantic burden this would put on this young man. Consequently, He designed a series of miraculous events to reassure him (10:2-6). Each prophecy came to pass exactly as Samuel predicted that very day (10:9-10). There is no way the specific details in these prophecies could have happened by chance. 

				In some respects, what happened to Saul happened to the apostle Peter. Even though the Lord knew that Simon Peter would fail Him miserably, Jesus reassured him that He understood his weaknesses and still had confidence in him. His words are gripping:

				Simon, Simon, look out! Satan has asked to sift you like wheat. But I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And you, when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers. (Lk 22:31-32) 

				The same message Jesus gave Peter applies to all of us. Today, He is seated at the right hand of God serving as our great high priest. He knows our past, present, and future failures. What we read in Hebrews should be a constant encouragement to all of us:

				For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tested in every way as we are, yet without sin. Therefore let us approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us at the proper time. (Heb 4:15-16)  (See Heb #8:Our Great High Priest.)

				Reflection and Response

				Beyond His intercessory ministry in heaven, in what ways does God empathize with our weaknesses and encourage us?

				

				11 Everyone who knew him previously and saw him prophesy with the prophets asked each other,"What has happened to the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?"

				12 Then a man who was from there asked,"And who is their father?"

				As a result,"Is Saul also among the prophets?" became a popular saying. 13 Then Saul finished prophesying and went to the high place.

				14 Saul's uncle asked him and his attendant,"Where did you go?"

				"To look for the donkeys," Saul answered."When we saw they weren't there, we went to Samuel."

				15 "Tell me," Saul's uncle asked,"what did Samuel say to you?"

				16 Saul told him,"He assured us the donkeys had been found." However, Saul did not tell him what Samuel had said about the matter of kingship.

				

	

Saul Received as King

				17 Samuel summoned the people to the Lord at Mizpah 18 and said to the Israelites,"This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: 'I brought Israel out of Egypt, and I rescued you from the power of the Egyptians and all the kingdoms that were oppressing you.' 19 But today you have rejected your God, who saves you from all your troubles and afflictions. You said to Him, 'You bl must set a king over us.' Now therefore present yourselves before the Lord by your tribes and clans."

				20 Samuel had all the tribes of Israel come forward, and the tribe of Benjamin was selected. 21 Then he had the tribe of Benjamin come forward by its clans, and the Matrite clan was selected. bm Finally, Saul son of Kish was selected. But when they searched for him, they could not find him. 22 They again inquired of the Lord,"Has the man come here yet?"

				The Lord replied,"There he is, hidden among the supplies."

				23 They ran and got him from there. When he stood among the people, he stood a head taller than anyone else.bn24 Samuel said to all the people,"Do you see the one the Lord has chosen? There is no one like him among the entire population."

				And all the people shouted, bo"Long live the king!"

				25 Samuel proclaimed to the people the rights of kingship. He wrote them on a scroll, which he placed in the presence of the Lord. Then Samuel sent all the people away, each to his home.

				26 Saul also went to his home in Gibeah, and brave men whose hearts God had touched went with him. 27 But some •wicked men said,"How can this guy save us?" They despised him and did not bring him a gift, but Saul said nothing. bp, bq

				A Principle to Live By - Hero Worship
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				#19 In our hearts, we are never to allow spiritual leaders to take precedence over God.

				It doesn't appear accidental that God chose a king with Saul's exceptional physical features. There was no man in all Israel who could compare with his external qualities (9:1-2). His very physical presence gave people a sense of security as he towered above them. However, Saul had some serious internal weaknesses, both psychologically and spiritually. This would soon become obvious to the children of Israel.

				Though subtle, the message seems clear. When the children of Israel rejected God as their king and asked for a man to serve in this role so they could be like the other nations around them, it was as if the Lord was saying,"I'll give you a man who is apparently perfect to teach you not to put your ultimate confidence in a human being."  (See Ex #14:Putting God First.)

				In the Christian community today, if we're not careful we'll find ourselves worshiping our leaders and neglecting to keep our focus on Jesus Christ. Pastors must be very careful not to foster and encourage this kind of behavior. No one should ever replace God in the hearts of His people.

				This, of course, is a delicate balance. We are to honor and esteem those who serve us, but only as under-shepherds of the"chief Shepherd" (1Pt 5:4). John the Baptist set the example when he compared his ministry with that of Jesus:

				He must increase, but I must decrease. (Jn 3:30)  (See Jn #7:Christ First.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it easy for some Christians to become"pastor worshipers"?  (See 1Co #2:Divisive Behavior.)

				

				

	

Saul's Deliverance of Jabesh-gilead

				11 Nahash br the Ammonite came up and laid siege to Jabesh-gilead. All the men of Jabesh said to him,"Make a treaty with us, and we will serve you."

				2 Nahash the Ammonite replied,"I'll make one with you on this condition: that I gouge out everyone's right eye and humiliate all Israel."

				3 "Don't do anything to us for seven days," the elders of Jabesh said to him,"and let us send messengers throughout the territory of Israel. If no one saves us, we will surrender to you."

				4 When the messengers came to Gibeah, Saul's hometown, and told the terms tobs the people, all wept aloud. 5 Just then Saul was coming in from the field behind his oxen."What's the matter with the people? Why are they weeping?" Saul inquired, and they repeated to him the words of the men from Jabesh.

				6 When Saul heard these words, the Spirit of God suddenly took control of him, and his anger burned furiously. 7 He took a team of oxen, cut them in pieces, and sent them throughout the land of Israel by messengers who said,"This is what will be done to the ox of anyone who doesn't march behind Saul and Samuel." As a result, the terror of the Lord fell on the people, and they went out united.  (See Jdg #9:Spiritual Leadership.)

				8 Saul counted them at Bezek. There were 300,000 bt Israelites and 30,000 bu men from Judah. 9 He told the messengers who had come,"Tell this to the men of Jabesh-gilead: 'Deliverance will be yours tomorrow by the time the sun is hot.'" So the messengers told the men of Jabesh, and they rejoiced.

				10 Then the men of Jabesh said to Nahash,"Tomorrow we will come out, and you can do whatever you wantbv to us."

				11 The next day Saul organized the troops into three divisions. During the morning watch, they invaded the Ammonite camp and slaughtered them until the heat of the day. There were survivors, but they were so scattered that no two of them were left together.

				

	

Saul's Confirmation as King

				12 Afterward, the people said to Samuel,"Who said that Saul should not bw reign over us? Give us those men so we can kill them!"

				13 But Saul ordered,"No one will be executed this day, for today the Lord has provided deliverance in Israel."

				14 Then Samuel said to the people,"Come, let's go to Gilgal, so we can renew the kingship there." 15 So all the people went to Gilgal, and there in the Lord's presence they made Saul king. There they sacrificed •fellowship offerings in the Lord's presence, and Saul and all the men of Israel greatly rejoiced.

				

	

Samuel's Final Public Speech

				12 Then Samuel said to all Israel,"I have carefully listened to everything you said to me and placed a king over you.2 Now you can see that the king is leading you. As for me, I'm old and gray, and my sons are here with you. I have led you from my youth until today. 3 Here I am. Bring charges against me before the Lord and His anointed: Whose ox or donkey have I taken? Whom have I wronged or mistreated? From whose hand have I taken a bribe to overlook something? bx, by I will return it to you."

				4 "You haven't wronged us, you haven't mistreated us, and you haven't taken anything from anyone's hand," they responded.

				5 He said to them,"The Lord is a witness against you, and His anointed is a witness today that you haven't found anything in my hand."

				"He is a witness," they said.

				A Principle to Live By - Modeling Godly Character

				[image: Getz0281.png]

				#20 To earn the right to be heard, we must consistently model godly character that reflects the life of Jesus Christ.

				Samuel was about to deliver a final speech to Israel, reminding them of their previous failures and their particular sin for requesting a king. However, before he challenged them to evaluate their lives, he opened his own heart and became intensely vulnerable. He reminded them that he had been their leader since his youth. Standing before them, he invited anyone to provide a single instance where he had been inadequate or unethical in his leadership (12:3).

				Though Samuel's life had not been perfect, it had been exemplary. This lent meaning and power to the words he was about to utter. No one could call Samuel a hypocrite. 

				Throughout the New Testament, we see the power of modeling godly character. Though few followers of Christ could claim to have lived consistent lives from childhood that reflected godly character, Timothy was a rare example. Like Samuel, he had the privilege of learning the Holy Scriptures"from childhood" (2Tm 3:15). By contrast, most people then—like many of us today—had to mark the beginning of their exemplary life at their conversion to Jesus Christ. It's not what we were like before we came to Christ, but what we are now as new creatures in Christ that defines our character (Php 3:7-9). God wants all of us to come to the point where we are able to say with our lives what Paul wrote to the Corinthians:"Imitate me, as I also imitate Christ" (1Co 11:1).  (See 1Th #2:Mature Leaders.)

				Reflection and Response

				What specific steps can all of us take to establish our credibility as Christians who are committed to living what we believe?  (See Mt #51:Exemplary Teaching.)

				

				6 Then Samuel said to the people,"The Lord, who appointed Moses and Aaron and who brought your ancestors up from the land of Egypt, is a witness. bz 7 Now present yourselves, so I may confront you before the Lord about all the righteous acts He has done for you and your ancestors.

				8 "When Jacob went to Egypt, ca your ancestors cried out to the Lord, and He sent them Moses and Aaron, who led your ancestors out of Egypt and settled them in this place. 9 But they forgot the Lord their God, so He handed them over to Sisera commander of the army of Hazor, to the Philistines, and to the king of Moab. These enemies fought against them. 10 Then they cried out to the Lord and said, 'We have sinned, for we abandoned the Lord and worshiped the •Baals and the •Ashtoreths. Now deliver us from the power of our enemies, and we will serve You.' 11 So the Lord sent Jerubbaal, Barak, cb Jephthah, and Samuel. He rescued you from the power of the enemies around you, and you lived securely. 12 But when you saw that Nahash king of the Ammonites was coming against you, you said to me, 'No, we must have a king rule over us' — even though the Lord your God is your king.

				13 "Now here is the king you've chosen, the one you requested. Look, this is the king the Lord has placed over you. 14 If you •fear the Lord, worship and obey Him, and if you don't rebel against the Lord's command, then both you and the king who rules over you will follow the Lord your God. 15 However, if you disobey the Lord and rebel against His command, the Lord's hand will be against you and against your ancestors. cc

				16 "Now, therefore, present yourselves and see this great thing that the Lord will do before your eyes. 17 Isn't the wheat harvest today? I will call on the Lord and He will send thunder and rain, so that you will know and see what a great evil you committed in the Lord's sight by requesting a king for yourselves." 18 Samuel called on the Lord, and on that day the Lord sent thunder and rain. As a result, all the people greatly feared the Lord and Samuel.

				19 They pleaded with Samuel,"Pray to the Lord your God for your servants, so we won't die! For we have added to all our sins the evil of requesting a king for ourselves."

				20 Samuel replied,"Don't be afraid. Even though you have committed all this evil, don't turn away from following the Lord. Instead, worship the Lord with all your heart. 21 Don't turn away to follow worthless cd things that can't profit or deliver you; they are worthless.22 The Lord will not abandon His people, because of His great name and because He has determined to make you His own people.

				A Principle to Live By - A Second Chance

				[image: Getz0282.png]

				#21 Even though we walk out of God's will, we are to take comfort that He always desires to give us another opportunity to follow Him fully.

				God gave the children of Israel another chance many times throughout their history. In this instance, the Lord was willing to forgive the children of Israel for demanding a king—for wanting to replace Him, the King of kings, with Saul. His only condition was that they repent and walk in His will from now on (vv. 13-14).  (See Gn #70:Understanding God's Purpose.)

				When Jesus dictated a letter to the apostle John for the church in Ephesus, He commended them for a number of things. However, He also said, 

				But I have this against you: You have abandoned the love you had at first. (Rv 2:4) 

				The Ephesians had at one time followed Christ faithfully but eventually abandoned their love for Him. Jesus went on to share that He wanted to give these believers another chance:

				Remember then how far you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. (Rv 2:5a) 

				We do many things that are wrong and evil that cannot be undone. However, God is able to transform our lives, and He wants us to follow the example of the apostle Paul, who wrote,

				But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and reaching forward to what is ahead, I pursue as my goal the prize promised by God's heavenly call in Christ Jesus. (Php 3:13b-14)  (See Php #10:Progressive Sanctification.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it difficult for some Christians to follow Paul's example—to forget what is behind and move forward to experience another opportunity to walk in His will?

				

				23 "As for me, I vow that I will not sin against the Lord by ceasing to pray for you. I will teach you the good and right way. 24 Above all, fear the Lord and worship Him faithfully with all your heart; consider the great things He has done for you.25 However, if you continue to do what is evil, both you and your king will be swept away."

				A Principle to Live By - A Shepherd's Heart
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				#22 We are to develop a heart of love and concern even for those who may reject our ministry. 

				This is probably one of the most challenging principles inherent in this study of Samuel's life. Even though the children of Israel deserved to be left to wallow in the mess they had created, Samuel demonstrated love and concern. Even though he was probably tempted to use this opportunity to retaliate, he encouraged the people not to be afraid. Perhaps the strongest and most convicting statement is that he promised to pray for them and to teach them what Paul later called the"good, pleasing, and perfect will of God" (Rm 12:2).  (Review 1 Sm #15: Handling Rejection; see 2 Tm #11: A Loyal Friend)

				When Jesus delivered His marvelous and powerful Sermon on the Mount, He said,

				You have heard that it was said, Love your neighbor and hate your enemy. But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. For He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. (Mt 5:43-45)  (See Mt #12:Loving as Christ Loved.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why are Jesus' exhortation in the Sermon on the Mount and Samuel's example so difficult to practice?

				

				

	

Saul's Failure

				13 Saul was 30 years ce old when he became king, and he reigned 42 years cf over Israel. cg 2 He chose 3,000 men from Israel for himself: 2,000 were with Saul at Michmash and in Bethel's hill country, and 1,000 were with Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin. He sent the rest of the troops away, each to his own tent.

				3 Jonathan attacked the Philistine garrisonch that was in Geba, and the Philistines heard about it. So Saul blew the ram's horn throughout the land saying,"Let the Hebrews hear!" ci 4 And all Israel heard the news,"Saul has attacked the Philistine garrison,cj and Israel is now repulsive to the Philistines." Then the troops were summoned to join Saul at Gilgal.

				5 The Philistines also gathered to fight against Israel: 3,000 ck chariots, 6,000 horsemen, and troops as numerous as the sand on the seashore. They went up and camped at Michmash, east of Beth-aven. cl

				6 The men of Israel saw that they were in trouble because the troops were in a difficult situation. They hid in caves, thickets, among rocks, and in holes and cisterns. 7 Some Hebrews even crossed the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead.

				Saul, however, was still at Gilgal, and all his troops were gripped with fear. 8 He waited seven days for the appointed time that Samuel had set, but Samuel didn't come to Gilgal, and the troops were deserting him. 9 So Saul said,"Bring me the •burnt offering and the •fellowship offerings." Then he offered the burnt offering.

				10 Just as he finished offering the burnt offering, Samuel arrived. So Saul went out to greet him, 11 and Samuel asked,"What have you done?"

				Saul answered,"When I saw that the troops were deserting me and you didn't come within the appointed days and the Philistines were gathering at Michmash, 12 I thought: The Philistines will now descend on me at Gilgal, and I haven't sought the Lord's favor. So I forced myself to offer the burnt offering."

				13 Samuel said to Saul,"You have been foolish. You have not kept the command which the Lord your God gave you. It was at this time that the Lord would have permanently established your reign over Israel,14 but now your reign will not endure. The Lord has found a man loyal to Him,cm and the Lord has appointed him as ruler over His people, because you have not done what the Lord commanded." 

				A Principle to Live By - Self-Justification
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				#23 We are to take full responsibility for our sinful actions and avoid making excuses to protect ourselves.  (Review 1 Sm #7: Human Responsibility)

				What Saul did at Gilgal was deliberate disobedience—a very serious sin. Samuel had made it very clear as to what Saul was to do there (10:7-8). When Samuel delayed his arrival at Gilgal beyond the appointed seven days, Saul took matters into his own hands and made the offerings himself—a direct violation of the law of Moses as well as God's specific instructions through Samuel. When Samuel finally arrived, he asked Saul in no uncertain terms what he had done, and the king justified himself with four excuses 
(13:11-12):

				1.	The troops were deserting him. 

				2.	Samuel was late.

				3.	The Philistines were threatening.

				4.	He wanted to seek God's favor.

				Perhaps what revealed Saul's deceptive heart the most was when he said,"So I forced myself to offer the burnt offering" (v. 12). This brings to mind Aaron's ridiculous excuse when Moses confronted him regarding the gold he had collected from the people:"When I threw it into the fire, out came this calf!" (Ex 32:24).  (See Ex #34:Human Rationalization.)

				What would have happened if Saul had fallen on his face before Samuel and God and confessed his deliberate sin? Would God have given Saul another chance? Based on God's grace in events before Saul's time as well as what we know about later events, God may have extended His patience toward Saul. 

				Ananias and Sapphira in the New Testament failed to take responsibility for their sinful actions. It was in the full light of God's miraculous signs and wonders in Jerusalem that this couple lied to the Holy Spirit. Though Peter gave them both an opportunity to tell the truth, they continued the charade and faced the consequences: they both died. Predictably,"Great fear came on the whole church and on all who heard these things" (Ac 5:11).  
(See Ac #9:Honesty and Integrity.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to make excuses for our sins of disobedience? (See Gn #5:Avoiding Rationalization.)

				

				15 Then Samuel went cn from Gilgal to Gibeah in Benjamin. Saul registered the troops who were with him, about 600 men.

				16 Saul, his son Jonathan, and the troops who were with them were staying in Geba of Benjamin, and the Philistines were camped at Michmash. 17 Raiding parties went out from the Philistine camp in three divisions. One division headed toward the Ophrah road leading to the land of Shual. 18 The next division headed toward the Beth-horon road, and the last division headed down the border road that looks out over the Valley of Zeboim toward the wilderness.

				19 No blacksmith could be found in all the land of Israel, because the Philistines had said,"Otherwise, the Hebrews will make swords or spears." 20 So all the Israelites went to the Philistines to sharpen their plows, mattocks, axes, and sickles. co 21 The price was two-thirds of a •shekelcp for plows and mattocks, and one-third of a shekel for pitchforks and axes, and for putting a point on an oxgoad. 22 So on the day of battle not a sword or spear could be found in the hand of any of the troops who were with Saul and Jonathan; only Saul and his son Jonathan had weapons.

				

	

Jonathan's Victory over the Philistines

				23 Now a Philistine garrison took control of the pass at Michmash.

				141 That same day Saul's son Jonathan said to the attendant who carried his weapons,"Come on, let's cross over to the Philistine garrison on the other side." However, he did not tell his father.

				2 Saul was staying under the pomegranate tree in Migron on the outskirts of Gibeah. cq The troops with him numbered about 600. 3 Ahijah, who was wearing an •ephod, was also there. He was the son of Ahitub, the brother of Ichabod son of Phinehas, son of Eli the Lord's priest at Shiloh. But the troops did not know that Jonathan had left.

				4 There were sharp columnscr of rock on both sides of the pass that Jonathan intended to cross to reach the Philistine garrison. One was named Bozez and the other Seneh; 5 one stood to the north in front of Michmash and the other to the south in front of Geba. 6 Jonathan said to the attendant who carried his weapons,"Come on, let's cross over to the garrison of these uncircumcised men. Perhaps the Lord will help us. Nothing can keep the Lord from saving, whether by many or by few."

				7 His armor-bearer responded,"Do what is in your heart. You choose. I'm right here with you whatever you decide."

				8 "All right," Jonathan replied,"we'll cross over to the men and then let them see us. 9 If they say, 'Wait until we reach you,' then we will stay where we are and not go up to them. 10 But if they say, 'Come on up,' then we'll go up, because the Lord has handed them over to us — that will be our sign."

				11 They let themselves be seen by the Philistine garrison, and the Philistines said,"Look, the Hebrews are coming out of the holes where they've been hiding!" 12 The men of the garrison called to Jonathan and his armor-bearer."Come on up, and we'll teach you a lesson!" they said.

				"Follow me," Jonathan told his armor-bearer,"for the Lord has handed them over to Israel." 13 Jonathan climbed up using his hands and feet, with his armor-bearer behind him. Jonathan cut them down, and his armor-bearer followed and finished them off. 14 In that first assault Jonathan and his armor-bearer struck down about 20 men in a half-acre field.

				

	

A Defeat for the Philistines

				15 Terror spread through the Philistine camp and the open fields to all the troops. Even the garrison and the raiding parties were terrified. The earth shook, and terror spread from God.cs 16 When Saul's watchmen in Gibeah of Benjamin looked, they saw the panicking troops scattering in every direction. 17 So Saul said to the troops with him,"Call the roll and determine who has left us." They called the roll and saw that Jonathan and his armor-bearer were gone.

				18 Saul told Ahijah,"Bring the ark of God," for it was with the Israelites ct at that time. 19 While Saul spoke to the priest, the panic in the Philistine camp increased in intensity. So Saul said to the priest,"Stop what you're doing."cu

				20 Saul and all the troops with him assembled and marched to the battle, and there, the Philistines were fighting against each other in great confusion! 21 There were Hebrews from the area who had gone earlier into the camp to join the Philistines, but even they joined the Israelites who were with Saul and Jonathan. 22 When all the Israelite men who had been hiding in the hill country of Ephraim heard that the Philistines were fleeing, they also joined Saul and Jonathan in the battle. 23 So the Lord saved Israel that day.

				

	

Saul's Rash Oath

				The battle extended beyond Beth-aven, 24 and the men of Israel were worn out that day, for Saul had cv placed the troops under an oath:"The man who eats food before evening, before I have taken vengeance on my enemies is cursed." So none of the troops tasted any food.

				25 Everyonecw went into the forest, and there was honey on the ground. 26 When the troops entered the forest, they saw the flow of honey, but none of them ate any of itcx because they feared the oath. 27 However, Jonathan had not heard his father make the troops swear the oath. He reached out with the end of the staff he was carrying and dipped it into the honeycomb. When he ate the honey,cy he had renewed energy.28 Then, one of the troops said,"Your father made the troops solemnly swear, 'The man who eats food today is cursed,' and the troops are exhausted."

				29 Jonathan replied,"My father has brought trouble to the land. Just look at how I have renewed energy because I tasted a little honey. 30 How much better if the troops had eaten freely today from the plunder they took from their enemies! Then the slaughter of the Philistines would have been much greater."

				31 The Israelites struck down the Philistines that day from Michmash all the way to Aijalon. Since the Israelites were completely exhausted, 32 they rushed to the plunder, took sheep, cattle, and calves, slaughtered them on the ground, and ate meat with the blood still in it. 33 Some reported to Saul:"Look, the troops are sinning against the Lord by eating meat with the blood still in it."

				Saul said,"You have been unfaithful. Roll a large stone over here at once." 34 He then said,"Go among the troops and say to them, 'Each man must bring me his ox or his sheep. Do the slaughtering here and then you can eat. Don't sin against the Lord by eating meat with the blood in it.'" So every one of the troops brought his ox that night and slaughtered it there. 35 Then Saul built an altar to the Lord; it was the first time he had built an altar to the Lord.

				36 Saul said,"Let's go down after the Philistines tonight and plunder them until morning. Don't let even one remain!"

				"Do whatever you want,"cz the troops replied.

				But the priest said,"We must consult God here."

				37 So Saul inquired of God,"Should I go after the Philistines? Will You hand them over to Israel?" But God did not answer him that day.

				38 Saul said,"All you leaders of the troops, come here. Let us investigate how this sin has occurred today. 39 As surely as the Lord lives who saves Israel, even if it is because of my son Jonathan, he must die!" Not one of the troops answered him.

				40 So he said to all Israel,"You will be on one side, and I and my son Jonathan will be on the other side."

				And the troops replied,"Do whatever you want."da

				41 So Saul said to the Lord,"God of Israel, give us the right decision." db Jonathan and Saul were selected, and the troops were cleared of the charge.

				42 Then Saul said,"Cast the lot between me and my son Jonathan," and Jonathan was selected. 43 Saul commanded him,"Tell me what you did."

				Jonathan told him,"I tasted a little honey with the end of the staff I was carrying. I am ready to die!"

				44 Saul declared to him,"May God punish me and do so severely if you do not die, Jonathan!"

				45 But the people said to Saul,"Must Jonathan die, who accomplished such a great deliverance for Israel? No, as the Lord lives, not a hair of his head will fall to the ground, for he worked with God's help today." So the people redeemed Jonathan, and he did not die. 46 Then Saul gave up the pursuit of the Philistines, and the Philistines returned to their own territory.

				A Principle to Live By - Being Teachable
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				#24 All adults should be open to what God may want to teach them through the younger generation. 

				Jonathan was growing spiritually, while his father, Saul, began to deteriorate after his foolish decision to offer sacrifices at Gilgal. Three times in this section, Jonathan paid tribute to God's presence and power, in direct contrast to Saul's tendency to rely on his own efforts (14:6,10,12). Knowing his father's spiritual condition may be why he went to check out the Philistine garrison without telling Saul (14:1). 

				God did reveal His power when Jonathan consulted Him (14:15). While all this was 
happening, Saul continued to make foolish and rash decisions. He would have killed his own son if his troops had not intervened (14:42-46). Arrogance has a way of blurring judgment and distorting values. 

				It's normal for young people to have blind spots and to lack the wisdom that comes with experience. Jonathan was an exception, just as Timothy was an exception in New Testament days. Even as a young man, many people spoke highly of Timothy (Ac 16:2). This is why Paul chose him to be his missionary companion.  (See Ac #30:A Good Reputation.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it often difficult for adults to listen to and learn from the younger generation?  (See 2Ch #34:The Potential of Youth.)

				

				

	

Summary of Saul's Kingship

				47 When Saul assumed the kingship over Israel, he fought against all his enemies in every direction: against Moab, the Ammonites, Edom, the kings of Zobah, and the Philistines. Wherever he turned, he caused havoc. dc 48 He fought bravely, defeated the Amalekites, and delivered Israel from the hand of those who plundered them.

				49 Saul's sons were Jonathan, Ishvi, and Malchishua. The names of his two daughters were: Merab, his firstborn, and Michal, the younger. 50 The name of Saul's wife was Ahinoam daughter of Ahimaaz. The name of the commander of his army was Abner son of Saul's uncle Ner. 51 Saul's father was Kish. Abner's father was Ner son of Abiel.

				52 The conflict with the Philistines was fierce all of Saul's days, so whenever Saul noticed any strong or brave man, he enlisted him.

				

	

Saul Rejected as King

				15 Samuel told Saul,"The Lord sent me to anoint you as king over His people Israel. Now, listen to the words of the Lord. 2 This is what the Lord of •Hosts says: 'I witnessed dd what the Amalekites did to the Israelites when they opposed them along the way as they were coming out of Egypt. 3 Now go and attack the Amalekites and •completely destroy everything they have. Do not spare them. Kill men and women, children and infants, oxen and sheep, camels and donkeys.'"

				4 Then Saul summoned the troops and counted them at Telaim: 200,000 foot soldiers and 10,000 men from Judah. 5 Saul came to the city of Amalek and set up an ambush in the •wadi. 6 He warned the Kenites,"Since you showed kindness to all the Israelites when they came out of Egypt, go on and leave! Get away from the Amalekites, or I'll sweep you away with them." So the Kenites withdrew from the Amalekites.

				7 Then Saul struck down the Amalekites from Havilah all the way to Shur, which is next to Egypt. 8 He captured Agag king of Amalek alive, but he completely destroyed all the rest of the people with the sword. 9 Saul and the troops spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, cattle, and choice animals,de as well as the young rams and the best of everything else. They were not willing to destroy them, but they did destroy all the worthless and unwanted things.

				10 Then the word of the Lord came to Samuel, 11 "I regret that I made Saul king, for he has turned away from following Me and has not carried out My instructions." So Samuel became angry and cried out to the Lord all night.

				12 Early in the morning Samuel got up to confront Saul, but it was reported to Samuel,"Saul went to Carmel where he set up a monument for himself. Then he turned around and went down to Gilgal."13 When Samuel came to him, Saul said,"May the Lord bless you. I have carried out the Lord's instructions."

				14 Samuel replied,"Then what is this sound of sheepdf and cattle I hear?"

				15 Saul answered,"The troops brought them from the Amalekites and spared the best sheep and cattle in order to offer a sacrifice to the Lord your God, but the rest we destroyed."

				16 "Stop!" exclaimed Samuel."Let me tell you what the Lord said to me last night."

				"Tell me," he replied.

				17 Samuel continued,"Although you once considered yourself unimportant, have you not become the leader of the tribes of Israel? The Lord anointed you king over Israel 18 and then sent you on a mission and said: 'Go and completely destroy the sinful Amalekites. Fight against them until you have annihilated them.' 19 So why didn't you obey the Lord? Why did you rush on the plunder and do what was evil in the Lord's sight?"

				20 "But I did obey the Lord!" Saul answered.dg"I went on the mission the Lord gave me: I brought back Agag, king of Amalek, and I completely destroyed the Amalekites. 21 The troops took sheep and cattle from the plunder — the best of what was •set apart for destruction — to sacrifice to the Lord your God at Gilgal."

				22 Then Samuel said:

				

				Does the Lord take pleasure in •burnt offerings and sacrifices

				as much as in obeying the Lord?

				

				Look: to obey is better than sacrifice,

				to pay attention is better than the fat of rams.

				23 For rebellion is like the sin of •divination,

				and defiance is like wickedness and idolatry.

				Because you have rejected the word of the Lord,

				He has rejected you as king.

				

				24 Saul answered Samuel,"I have sinned. I have transgressed the Lord's command and your words. Because I was afraid of the people, I obeyed them. 25 Now therefore, please forgive my sin and return with me so I can worship the Lord."

				26 Samuel replied to Saul,"I will not return with you. Because you rejected the word of the Lord, the Lord has rejected you from being king over Israel." 27 When Samuel turned to go, Saul grabbed the hem of his robe, and it tore. 28 Samuel said to him,"The Lord has torn the kingship of Israel away from you today and has given it to your neighbor who is better than you. 29 Furthermore, the Eternal One of Israel does not lie or change His mind, for He is not man who changes his mind."

				30 Saul said,"I have sinned. Please honor me now before the elders of my people and before Israel. Come back with me so I can bow in worship to the Lord your God." 31 Then Samuel went back, following Saul, and Saul bowed down to the Lord.

				32 Samuel said,"Bring me Agag king of Amalek."

				Agag came to him trembling,dh for he thought,"Certainly the bitterness of death has come." di, dj

				33 Samuel declared:

				

				As your sword has made women childless,

				so your mother will be childless among women.

				

				Then he hacked Agag to pieces before the Lord at Gilgal.

				34 Samuel went to Ramah, and Saul went up to his home in Gibeah of Saul. 35 Even to the day of his death, Samuel never again visited Saul. Samuel mourned for Saul, and the Lord regretted He had made Saul king over Israel.

				A Principle to Live By - Prideful Behavior
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				#25 We must be on guard against prideful behavior, which Satan wants to use to lead us into rebellion against God. 

				When Saul became king, the Lord commanded him to bring judgment on the Amalekites. They were a very wicked people who worshiped idols, engaged in horrible immorality, and at times offered their own children as human sacrifices. Furthermore, after the Israelites crossed the Red Sea, Amalek led his army against God's defenseless people (Ex 17:8-16). 

				Unfortunately, Saul did not obey completely. Pride and arrogance took over his heart. Not only did he capture the king of the Amalekites alive—probably to show others what he had done—but he also kept the best of the livestock and of everything else (1Sm 15:9). We see his true motives when he reached Carmel,"where he set up a monument for himself." When confronted by Samuel, Saul rationalized his behavior, even offering the excuse that he had"spared the best sheep and cattle in order to offer a sacrifice to the Lord" (v. 15). The old prophet stopped him abruptly and exposed his true motives: he was in rebellion against God (vv. 22-23).

				Saul begged for forgiveness in order to be restored to his kingship. However, Samuel informed him it was too late, and once again we see that this man had not truly repented. One of his final requests was to be honored by the children of Israel (v. 30). Pride was the inception of Saul's downfall as well as its conclusion. Though he began as a very humble man, he couldn't handle success. 

				Saul's downfall illustrates the proverb,"Pride comes before destruction, and an arrogant spirit before a fall" (Pr 16:18). It is also why Paul cautioned Timothy against putting a new Christian in a place of primary leadership in the church. Satan is looking for areas of vulnerability. Thus Paul wrote,

				He must not be a new convert, or he might become conceited and fall into the condemnation of the Devil. 
(1Tm 3:6)  (See Pr #30:Pride versus Humility.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we distinguish the sin of pride from having a good self-image and an appropriate sense of self-confidence?  (See Jr #40:The Power of Pride.)

				

				

	

Samuel Anoints David

				16 The Lord said to Samuel,"How long are you going to mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and go. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem because I have selected a king from his sons."

				2 Samuel asked,"How can I go? Saul will hear about it and kill me!"

				The Lord answered,"Take a young cow with you and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.' 3 Then invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will let you know what you are to do. You are to anoint for Me the one I indicate to you."

				4 Samuel did what the Lord directed and went to Bethlehem. When the elders of the town met him, they trembleddk and asked,"Do dl you come in peace?"

				5 "In peace," he replied."I've come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice." dm Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and said,"Certainly the Lord's anointed one is here before Him."

				7 But the Lord said to Samuel,"Do not look at his appearance or his stature, because I have rejected him. Man does not see what the Lord sees, dn for man sees what is visible,do but the Lord sees the heart."

				8 Jesse called Abinadab and presented him to Samuel."The Lord hasn't chosen this one either," Samuel said. 9 Then Jesse presented Shammah, but Samuel said,"The Lord hasn't chosen this one either." 10 After Jesse presented seven of his sons to him, Samuel told Jesse,"The Lord hasn't chosen any of these." 11 Samuel asked him,"Are these all the sons you have?"

				"There is still the youngest," he answered,"but right now he's tending the sheep." Samuel told Jesse,"Send for him. We won't sit down to eat until he gets here." 12 So Jesse sent for him. He had beautiful eyes and a healthy,dp handsome appearance.

				Then the Lord said,"Anoint him, for he is the one."13 So Samuel took the horn of oil, anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the Spirit of the Lord took control of David from that day forward. Then Samuel set out and went to Ramah.

				A Principle to Live By - Determining Heart Attitudes

				[image: Getz0287.png]

				#26 When we select leaders, we are to use biblical criteria that measure internal Christlike qualities.  (Review 1 Sm #5: A Biblical Profile)

				The Lord made it clear to Samuel that physical features can be very deceiving in terms of what a person is really like on the inside. God alone, of course, can see directly into our hearts. He also knows how easy it is for all of us to be misled by outward appearances. So in the New Testament we have objective criteria by which we can evaluate what a person is like in his soul and spirit. 

				God began setting the standards in the Old Testament, when Moses needed to select leaders who could help him lead the children of Israel through the wilderness. They were to be"able men, God-fearing, trustworthy, and hating bribes" (Ex 18:21).  (See Ex #23:Delegating Effectively.)

				For an overseer, as God's administrator, must be blameless, not arrogant, not hot-tempered, not addicted to wine, not a bully, not greedy for money, but hospitable, loving what is good, sensible, righteous, holy, self-controlled. (Ti 1:7-8) 

				Reflection and Response

				How do the criteria for selecting spiritual leaders in the church in Paul's letters to Timothy (1Tm 3:1-13) and Titus (Ti 1:5-9) help us evaluate a person's heart attitude?  (See 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity; Ti #3: Doctrine of Character.)

				

				

	

David in Saul's Court

				14 Now the Spirit of the Lord had left Saul, and an evil spirit sent from the Lord began to torment him, 15 so Saul's servants said to him,"You see that an evil spirit from God is tormenting you. 16 Let our lord command your servants here in your presence to look for someone who knows how to play the lyre. Whenever the evil spirit from God troubles you, that person can play the lyre, and you will feel better."

				17 Then Saul commanded his servants,"Find me someone who plays well and bring him to me."

				18 One of the young men answered,"I have seen a son of Jesse of Bethlehem who knows how to play the lyre. He is also a valiant man, a warrior, eloquent, handsome, and the Lord is with him."

				19 Then Saul dispatched messengers to Jesse and said,"Send me your son David, who is with the sheep." 20 So Jesse took a donkey loaded with bread, a skin of wine, and one young goat and sent them by his son David to Saul.21 When David came to Saul and entered his service, Saul admired him greatly, and David became his armor-bearer. 22 Then Saul sent word to Jesse:"Let David remain in my service, for I am pleased with him." 23 Whenever the spirit from God troubled Saul, David would pick up his lyre and play, and Saul would then be relieved, feel better, and the evil spirit would leave him.

				A Principle to Live By - Security in Christ

				[image: Getz0288.png]

				#27 Though God will discipline us when we persistently sin, we are to take comfort in the fact that it is for our own good and we are secure in His eternal love.

				There are various views regarding the evil spirit that tormented Saul (v. 14). Was this a satanic emissary that God allowed to oppress him? Since God is ultimately in control, even over evil and Satan himself, this is possible.  (See Jb #1:Satan's Evil Nature.)

				On the other hand, was this a reference to the depression or anxiety that overwhelms us when we are burdened with guilt? The Hebrew word for"evil" can refer to discontent, calamity, or disaster. And rather than being an outside evil force, such as a demon, the"spirit" could have been a psychological condition within Saul resulting directly from God's discipline. So the Lord could have caused Saul to be tormented by an inner sense of distress and anxiety. 

				Whatever position we take, one thing is certain: Saul brought this condition on himself! It began when he deliberately rebelled against God. Once God's Spirit left him, he deteriorated in his relationship both with his heavenly Father and with people. He could have thrown himself upon God's mercy to deliver him from his miserable state, but he chose to try to solve the problem in his own strength. 

				As born-again Christians living under the new covenant, the Holy Spirit will never leave us. Writing to the Ephesians, Paul assured them and all of us that we are not only saved by His grace through faith, but we have been"sealed with the promised Holy Spirit," and"He is the down payment of our inheritance, for the redemption of the possession, to the praise of His glory" (Eph 1:13-14). 

				However, this does not mean we will not be disciplined when we deliberately and consistently walk out of God's will. The author of Hebrews reminds us,"the Lord disciplines the one He loves and punishes every son He receives" (Heb 12:6). When God disciplines us it is ultimately for our own good. However, we will inevitably experience negative feelings that lead to psychological and spiritual distress. Thankfully, we can confess our sins, repent, and be restored to fellowship with God (1Jn 1:9).  (See Rm #16:Security in Christ.)

				Even so, not all negative feelings result from God's discipline. Abusive activities beyond our control may cause psychological problems. We may have physical and emotional stress that can create chemical imbalances that lead to depression. We may be victims of natural disasters. In all these situations, we are to take Paul's words seriously:

				Don't worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses every thought, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. (Php 4:6-7)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to differentiate between emotional distress that results from God's discipline and negative feelings that result from causes beyond our control?  (See 1Kg #28:Discouragement and Depression, 1Kg #29: Physical Needs.)

				

				

	

David versus Goliath

				17 The Philistines gathered their forces for war at Socoh in Judah and camped between Socoh and Azekah in Ephes-dammim. 2 Saul and the men of Israel gathered and camped in the Valley of Elah; then they lined up in battle formation to face the Philistines.

				3 The Philistines were standing on one hill, and the Israelites were standing on another hill with a ravine between them. 4 Then a champion named Goliath, from Gath, came out from the Philistine camp. He was nine feet, nine inches tall dq, dr 5 and wore a bronze helmetds and bronze scale armor that weighed 125 pounds.dt 6 There was bronze armor on his shins, and a bronze sword was slung between his shoulders. 7 His spear shaft was like a weaver's beam, and the iron point of his spear weighed 15 pounds.du In addition, a shield-bearer was walking in front of him.

				8 He stood and shouted to the Israelite battle formations:"Why do you come out to line up in battle formation?" He asked them,"Am I not a Philistine and are you not servants of Saul? Choose one of your men and have him come down against me. 9 If he wins in a fight against me and kills me, we will be your servants. But if I win against him and kill him, then you will be our servants and serve us." 10 Then the Philistine said,"I defy the ranks of Israel today. Send me a man so we can fight each other!" 11 When Saul and all Israel heard these words from the Philistine, they lost their courage and were terrified.

				12 Now David was the son of the Ephrathite from Bethlehem of Judah named Jesse. Jesse had eight sons and during Saul's reign was already an old man. 13 Jesse's three oldest sons had followed Saul to the war, and their names were Eliab, the firstborn, Abinadab, the next, and Shammah, the third, 14 and David was the youngest. The three oldest had followed Saul, 15 but David kept going back and forth from Saul to tend his father's flock in Bethlehem.

				16 Every morning and evening for 40 days the Philistine came forward and took his stand. 17 One day Jesse had told his son David:"Take this half-busheldv of roasted grain along with these 10 loaves of bread for your brothers and hurry to their camp. 18 Also take these 10 portions of cheese to the field commander.dw Check on the welfare of your brothers and bring a confirmation from them. 19 They are with Saul and all the men of Israel in the Valley of Elah fighting with the Philistines."

				20 So David got up early in the morning, left the flock with someone to keep it, loaded up, and set out as Jesse had instructed him.

				He arrived at the perimeter of the camp as the army was marching out to its battle formation shouting their battle cry. 21 Israel and the Philistines lined up in battle formation facing each other. 22 David left his supplies in the care of the quartermaster and ran to the battle line. When he arrived, he asked his brothers how they were. 23 While he was speaking with them, suddenly the champion named Goliath, the Philistine from Gath, came forward from the Philistine battle line and shouted his usual words, which David heard. 24 When all the Israelite men saw Goliath, they retreated from him terrified.

				25 Previously, an Israelite man had declared:"Do you see this man who keeps coming out? He comes to defy Israel. The king will make the man who kills him very rich and will give him his daughter. The king will also make the household of that man's father exempt from paying taxes in Israel."

				26 David spoke to the men who were standing with him:"What will be done for the man who kills that Philistine and removes this disgrace from Israel? Just who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God?"

				27 The people told him about the offer, concluding,"That is what will be done for the man who kills him."

				28 David's oldest brother Eliab listened as he spoke to the men, and became angry with him."Why did you come down here?" he asked."Who did you leave those few sheep with in the wilderness? I know your arrogance and your evil heart — you came down to see the battle!"

				A Principle to Live By - Jealous Reactions

				[image: Getz0289.png]

				#28 When we have feelings of anger and jealousy, we must be on guard since these normal emotions can become very sinful. 

				We must not forget that Eliab, David's eldest brother, was rejected by God to be Saul's successor as the king of Israel. Remember too that David was anointed by Samuel"in the presence of his brothers" (16:13). We're not told how many details God had unveiled in His plan for David, but Eliab probably knew enough to feel rejection. After all, Samuel was a recognized spokesman for the Lord. 

				We've encountered the results of jealousy before. Cain was furious with Abel and killed him (Gn 4:6-8), Esau hated Jacob to the point he wanted to kill him (Gn 27:41), and Joseph's brothers had the same evil intentions (Gn 37:4,18-20). Intense jealousy and hatred can cause us to do things we never thought we would do.  (See Gn #59:Jealousy and Anger.)

				Jealousy and anger are twin emotions that we all feel at times, and either one can lead us to sin against others. This had apparently happened to some Christians, prompting Peter to address the issue:

				So rid yourselves of all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all slander. Like newborn infants, desire the pure spiritual milk, so that you may grow by it for your salvation, since you have tasted that the Lord is good. (1Pt 2:1-3)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can envy distort our thinking about others—family members, fellow employees, friends, and other Christians generally?  (See 1 Sm #32: Self-Destructive Behavior)

				

				29 "What have I done now?" protested David."It was just a question." 30 Then he turned from those beside him to others in front of him and asked about the offer. The people gave him the same answer as before.

				31 What David said was overheard and reported to Saul, so he had David brought to him. 32 David said to Saul,"Don't let anyone be discouraged bydx him; your servant will go and fight this Philistine!"

				33 But Saul replied,"You can't go fight this Philistine. You're just a youth, and he's been a warrior since he was young."

				34 David answered Saul:"Your servant has been tending his father's sheep. Whenever a lion or a bear came and carried off a lamb from the flock, 35 I went after it, struck it down, and rescued the lamb from its mouth. If it reared up against me, I would grab it by its fur, dy strike it down, and kill it. 36 Your servant has killed lions and bears; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, for he has defied the armies of the living God." 37 Then David said,"The Lord who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of this Philistine."

				Saul said to David,"Go, and may the Lord be with you."

				A Principle to Live By - Youthful Service
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				#29 We should encourage young people to be bold and courageous in their service for God.

				King Saul could not envision a young man like David fighting a giant like Goliath who stood nearly 10 feet tall. The king himself was intimidated, even though he was taller than any man in Israel. How could a young shepherd boy so small in stature go out to meet this huge Philistine? Goliath made the same mistake. When he"saw David, he despised him because he was just a youth" (v. 42). David fought"flesh and blood" that day in the Valley of Elah, and he won. 

				Our battle under the new covenant is not against"flesh and blood." Our battle is spiritual, and Satan and his host of demons are the enemy (Eph 6:10-13). 

				During the first century, another young man emerged. Ironically, he became a traveling companion with another Israelite named Saul, who was later called Paul. The young man's name was Timothy and he was often intimidated because of his age. In his second letter to this young pastor, Paul may have been reflecting on this Old Testament story. Unlike King Saul, who had difficulty trusting David, Paul sent Timothy a message of encouragement:

				For God has not given us a spirit of fearfulness, but one of power, love, and sound judgment. So don't be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, or of me His prisoner. Instead, share in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God. (2Tm 1:7-8)  (See 2Tm #3:Mentoring Others.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways can we encourage our young people today to both prepare for and engage in the battle against Satan and his evil cohorts?  (See 2Ch #34:The Potential of Youth; 1Tm #10: Modeling Godliness.)

				

				38 Then Saul had his own military clothes put on David. He put a bronze helmet on David's head and had him put on armor. 39 David strapped his sword on over the military clothes and tried to walk, but he was not used to them."I can't walk in these," David said to Saul,"I'm not used to them." So David took them off. 40 Instead, he took his staff in his hand and chose five smooth stones from the •wadi and put them in the pouch, in his shepherd's bag. Then, with his sling in his hand, he approached the Philistine.

				41 The Philistine came closer and closer to David, with the shield-bearer in front of him. 42 When the Philistine looked and saw David, he despised him because he was just a youth, healthydz and handsome. 43 He said to David,"Am I a dog that you come against me with sticks?" ea Then he cursed David by his gods. 44 "Come here," the Philistine called to David,"and I'll give your flesh to the birds of the sky and the wild beasts!"

				45 David said to the Philistine:"You come against me with a dagger, spear, and sword, but I come against you in the name of •Yahweh of •Hosts, the God of Israel's armies — you have defied Him.46 Today, the Lord will hand you over to me. Today, I'll strike you down, cut your head off, and give the corpses eb of the Philistine camp to the birds of the sky and the creatures of the earth. Then all the world will know that Israel has a God,47 and this whole assembly will know that it is not by sword or by spear that the Lord saves, for the battle is the Lord's. He will hand you over to us."

				A Principle to Live By - Honoring God
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				#30 When Satan and his evil forces attack us, one of our major goals should be to uphold God's reputation. 

				David had a high and noble purpose when he went out to do battle against Goliath. He wanted to demonstrate to the whole world that Israel's God was the one true God and that He was the One who would win this battle against the Philistines. 

				Today we call ourselves Christians, which means we claim to be followers of Jesus Christ. His name is our name! But how concerned are we, as His representatives on earth, that we constantly and consistently bring honor to His name? Paul wrote to Timothy that, when we identify ourselves as followers of Christ, we are to turn from sinful actions and reflect His holy character:

				Nevertheless, God's solid foundation stands firm, having this inscription: The Lord knows those who are His, and Everyone who names the name of the Lord must turn away from unrighteousness. (2Tm 2:19)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the specific things we should do and should not do to uphold God's reputation?  (See 2Tm #6:Countering False Doctrine; 2Tm #7: Able to Teach.)

				

				48 When the Philistine started forward to attack him, David ran quickly to the battle line to meet the Philistine. 49 David put his hand in the bag, took out a stone, slung it, and hit the Philistine on his forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on his face to the ground. 50 David defeated the Philistine with a sling and a stone. Even though David had no sword, he struck down the Philistine and killed him. 51 David ran and stood over him. He grabbed the Philistine's sword, pulled it from its sheath, and used it to kill him. Then he cut off his head. When the Philistines saw that their hero was dead, they ran. 52 The men of Israel and Judah rallied, shouting their battle cry, and chased the Philistines to the entrance of the valley and to the gates of Ekron. ec Philistine bodies were strewn all along the Shaaraim road to Gath and Ekron.

				53 When the Israelites returned from the pursuit of the Philistines, they plundered their camps. 54 David took Goliath'sed head and brought it to Jerusalem, but he put Goliath's weapons in his own tent.

				55 ee When Saul had seen David going out to confront the Philistine, he asked Abner the commander of the army,"Whose son is this youth, Abner?"

				"My king, as surely as you live, I don't know," Abner replied.

				56 The king said,"Find out whose son this young man is!"

				57 When David returned from killing the Philistine, Abner took him and brought him before Saul with the Philistine's head still in his hand. 58 Saul said to him,"Whose son are you, young man?"

				"The son of your servant Jesse of Bethlehem," David answered.

				

	

David's Success

				18 When David had finished speaking with Saul, Jonathan committed himself to David, and loved him as much as he loved himself.2 Saul kept David with him from that day on and did not let him return to his father's house.

				3 Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as much as himself. 4 Then Jonathan removed the robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his military tunic, his sword, his bow, and his belt.

				A Principle to Live By - True Friendship
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				#31 We are to honor one another, be devoted to one another, and even be willing to lay down our lives for one another. 

				Saul's son Jonathan was greatly impressed with David's exploits, leading to one of the greatest friendships in biblical history. As crown prince he was probably in on the conversation between his father and David following the victory over Goliath, and he admired David's character (17:57-58).

				Because of his respect and love for David, Jonathan"made a covenant" (18:3) with him. They vowed to be loyal to each other the rest of their lives. Jonathan sealed his contract with what some still consider the most significant thing one human being can bestow on another. Prince Jonathan clothed David with his own royal garments. 

				This was definitely not a homosexual union as some suggest. If it were, their relationship would clash with the law of God, which states,"You are not to sleep with a man as with a woman; it is detestable" (Lv 18:22). The apostle Paul extended this prohibition into the New Testament era, identifying homosexual relationships as"degrading passions" (Rm 1:26-27). 

				The deep friendship between David and Jonathan constitutes an Old Testament picture of a New Testament reality—the relationships God intended for believers within the church, the family of God. Consider the following parallels:

				

				
					
						
								
								David and Jonathan's Relationship:

							
								
								Relationships within the Church:

							
						

						
								
								Jonathan honored David above himself (1Sm 18:4).

							
								
								Show family affection to one another with brotherly love. Outdo one another in showing honor (Rm 12:10).

							
						

						
								
								Jonathan served as a faithful intercessor. He was devoted to David and did everything he could to help David build a relationship with Saul (1Sm 19:1-3).

							
								
								But serve one another through love (Gl 5:13b).

							
						

						
								
								Jonathan continued to be faithful to David no matter what the cost to him personally. In fact, his life was in jeopardy when he tried to defend David's absence (1Sm 20:24-34). 

							
								
								This is how we have come to know love: He laid down His life for us. We should also lay down our lives for our brothers (1Jn 3:16).

							
						

					
				

				

				Reflection and Response

				What specific steps can each one of us take to"show family affection to one another with brotherly love" and to"outdo one another in showing honor" (Rm 12:10)?  (See Ac #39:Relationships with One Another.)

				

				5 David marched out with the army and was successful in everything Saul sent him to do. Saul put him in command of the soldiers, which pleased all the people and Saul's servants as well.

				6 As the troops were coming back, when David was returning from killing the Philistine, the women came out from all the cities of Israel to meet King Saul, singing and dancing with tambourines, with shouts of joy, and with three-stringed instruments. 7 As they celebrated, the women sang:

				

				Saul has killed his thousands,

				but David his tens of thousands.

				

				8 Saul was furious and resented this song.ef"They credited tens of thousands to David," he complained,"but they only credited me with thousands. What more can he have but the kingdom?"9 So Saul watched David jealously from that day forward.

				

	

Saul Attempts to Kill David

				10 The next day an evil spirit sent from God took control of Saul, and he began to raveeg inside the palace. David was playing the lyre as usual, but Saul was holding a spear, 11 and he threw it, thinking,"I'll pin David to the wall." But David got away from him twice.  (Review 1 Sm #28: Jealous Reactions)

				12 Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was with David but had left Saul. 13 Therefore, Saul reassigned David and made him commander over 1,000 men. David led the troops 14 and continued to be successful in all his activities because the Lord was with him. 15 When Saul observed that David was very successful, he dreaded him. 16 But all Israel and Judah loved David because he was leading their troops. 17 Saul told David,"Here is my oldest daughter Merab. I'll give her to you as a wife, if you will be a warrior for me and fight the Lord's battles." But Saul was thinking,"My hand doesn't need to be against him; let the hand of the Philistines be against him."

				18 Then David responded,"Who am I, and what is my family or my father's clan in Israel that I should become the king's son-in-law?" 19 When it was time to give Saul's daughter Merab to David, she was given to Adriel the Meholathite as a wife.

				

	

David's Marriage to Michal

				20 Now Saul's daughter Michal loved David, and when it was reported to Saul, it pleased him.eh 21 "I'll give her to him," Saul thought."She'll be a trap for him, and the hand of the Philistines will be against him." So Saul said to David a second time,"You can now be my son-in-law."

				22 Saul then ordered his servants,"Speak to David in private and tell him, 'Look, the king is pleased with you, and all his servants love you. Therefore, you should become the king's son-in-law.'"

				23 Saul's servants reported these words directly to David,ei but he replied,"Is it trivial in your sight to become the king's son-in-law? I am a poor man who is common."

				24 The servants reported back to Saul,"These are the words David spoke."

				25 Then Saul replied,"Say this to David: 'The king desires no other bride-price except 100 Philistine foreskins, to take revenge on his enemies.'" Actually, Saul intended to cause David's death at the hands of the Philistines.

				26 When the servants reported these terms to David, he was pleasedej to become the king's son-in-law. Before the wedding day arrived,ek 27 David and his men went out and killed 200 el Philistines. He brought their foreskins and presented them as full payment to the king to become his son-in-law. Then Saul gave his daughter Michal to David as his wife. 28 Saul realized that the Lord was with David and that his daughter Michal loved him, 29 and he became even more afraid of David. As a result, Saul was David's enemy from then on.  (See 1 Sm #33: The Power of Fear)

				30 Every time the Philistine commanders came out to fight, David was more successful than all of Saul's officers. So his name became well known.

				

	

David Delivered from Saul

				19 Saul ordered his son Jonathan and all his servants to kill David. But Saul's son Jonathan liked David very much, 2 so he told him:"My father Saul intends to kill you. Be on your guard in the morning and hide in a secret place and stay there. 3 I'll go out and stand beside my father in the field where you are and talk to him about you. When I see what he says, I'll tell you."

				4 Jonathan spoke well of David to his father Saul. He said to him:"The king should not sin against his servant David. He hasn't sinned against you; in fact, his actions have been a great advantage to you. 5 He took his life in his hands when he struck down the Philistine, and the Lord brought about a great victory for all Israel. You saw it and rejoiced, so why would you sin against innocent blood by killing David for no reason?"

				6 Saul listened to Jonathan's advice and swore an oath:"As surely as the Lord lives, David will not be killed." 7 So Jonathan summoned David and told him all these words. Then Jonathan brought David to Saul, and he served him as he did before.

				8 When war broke out again, David went out and fought against the Philistines. He defeated them with such a great force that they fled from him.

				9 Now an evil spirit sent from the Lord came on Saul as he was sitting in his palace holding a spear. David was playing the lyre,10 and Saul tried to pin David to the wall with the spear. As the spear struck the wall, David eluded Saul, ran away, and escaped that night. 11 Saul sent agents to David's house to watch for him and kill him in the morning. But his wife Michal warned David,"If you don't escape tonight, you will be dead tomorrow!" 12 So she lowered David from the window, and he fled and escaped.13 Then Michal took the household idol and put it on the bed, placed some goat hair on its head, and covered it with a garment. 14 When Saul sent agents to seize David, Michal said,"He's sick."

				15 Saul sent the agents back to see David and said,"Bring him on his bed so I can kill him." 16 When the messengers arrived, to their surprise, the household idol was on the bed with some goat hair on its head.

				17 Saul asked Michal,"Why did you deceive me like this? You sent my enemy away, and he has escaped!"

				She answered him,"He said to me, 'Let me go! Why should I kill you? '"

				18 So David fled and escaped and went to Samuel at Ramah and told him everything Saul had done to him. Then he and Samuel left and stayed at Naioth.

				19 When it was reported to Saul that David was at Naioth in Ramah, 20 he sent agents to seize David. However, when they saw the group of prophets prophesying with Samuel leading them, the Spirit of God came on Saul's agents, and they also started prophesying. 21 When they reported to Saul, he sent other agents, and they also began prophesying. So Saul tried again and sent a third group of agents, and even they began prophesying. 22 Then Saul himself went to Ramah. He came to the large cistern at Secu, looked around, and asked,"Where are Samuel and David?"

				"At Naioth in Ramah," someone said.

				23 So he went to Naioth in Ramah. The Spirit of God also came on him, and as he walked along, he prophesied until he entered Naioth in Ramah. 24 Saul then removed his clothes and also prophesied before Samuel; he collapsed and lay naked all that day and all that night. That is why they say,"Is Saul also among the prophets?"

				

	

Jonathan Protects David

				20 David fled from Naioth in Ramah and came to Jonathan and asked,"What have I done? What did I do wrong? How have I sinned against your father so that he wants to take my life?"

				2 Jonathan said to him,"No, you won't die. Listen, my father doesn't do anything, great or small, without telling me.em So why would he hide this matter from me? This can't be true."

				3 But David said,"Your father certainly knows that you have come to look favorably on me. He has said, 'Jonathan must not know of this, or else he will be grieved.'" David also swore,"As surely as the Lord lives and as you yourself live, there is but a step between me and death."

				4 Jonathan said to David,"Whatever you say, I will do for you."

				5 So David told him,"Look, tomorrow is the New Moon, and I'm supposed to sit down and eat with the king. Instead, let me go, and I'll hide in the field until the third night. 6 If your father misses me at all, say, 'David urgently requested my permission to quickly go to his town Bethlehem for an annual sacrifice there involving the whole clan.' 7 If he says, 'Good,' then your servant is safe, but if he becomes angry, you will know he has evil intentions. 8 Deal faithfully with your servant, for you have brought me into a covenant with you before the Lord. If I have done anything wrong, then kill me yourself; why take me to your father?"

				9 "No!" Jonathan responded."If I ever find out my father has evil intentions against you, wouldn't I tell you about it?"

				10 So David asked Jonathan,"Who will tell me if your father answers you harshly?"

				11 He answered David,"Come on, let's go out to the field." So both of them went out to the field. 12 "By the Lord, the God of Israel, I will sound out my father by this time tomorrow or the next day. If I find out that he is favorable toward you, will I not send for you and tell you?en 13 If my father intends to bring evil on you, may God punish Jonathan and do so severely if I do not tell youeo and send you away so you may go in peace. May the Lord be with you, just as He was with my father. 14 If I continue to live, treat me with the Lord's faithful love, but if I die, 15 don't ever withdraw your faithful love from my household — not even when the Lord cuts off every one of David's enemies from the face of the earth." 16 Then Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying,"May the Lord hold David's enemies accountable."ep 17 Jonathan once again swore to David eq in his love for him, because he loved him as he loved himself.   (Review 1 Sm #31: True Friendship)

				18 Then Jonathan said to him,"Tomorrow is the New Moon; you'll be missed because your seat will be empty. 19 The following day hurry down and go to the place where you hid on the day this incident began and stay beside the rock Ezel. 20 I will shoot three arrows beside it as if I'm aiming at a target. 21 Then I will send the young man and say, 'Go and find the arrows! ' Now, if I expressly say to the young man, 'Look, the arrows are on this side of you — get them,' then come, because as the Lord lives, it is safe for you and there is no problem. 22 But if I say this to the youth: 'Look, the arrows are beyond you! ' then go, for the Lord is sending you away. 23 As for the matter you and I have spoken about, the Lord will be a witness er between you and me forever." 24 So David hid in the field.

				At the New Moon, the king sat down to eat the meal. 25 He sat at his usual place on the seat by the wall. Jonathan sat facing him es and Abner took his place beside Saul, but David's place was empty. 26 Saul did not say anything that day because he thought,"Something unexpected has happened; he must be ceremonially •unclean — yes, that's it, he is unclean."

				27 However, the day after the New Moon, the second day, David's place was still empty, and Saul asked his son Jonathan,"Why didn't Jesse's son come to the meal either yesterday or today?"

				28 Jonathan answered,"David asked for my permission to go to Bethlehem. 29 He said, 'Please let me go because our clan is holding a sacrifice in the town, and my brother has told me to be there. So now, if you are pleased with me, let me go so I can see my brothers.' That's why he didn't come to the king's table."

				30 Then Saul became angry with Jonathan and shouted,"You son of a perverse and rebellious woman! Don't I know that you are siding with Jesse's son to your own shame and to the disgrace of your mother?et31 Every day Jesse's son lives on earth you and your kingship are not secure. Now send for him and bring him to me — he deserves to die."

				32 Jonathan answered his father back:"Why is he to be killed? What has he done?"

				33 Then Saul threw his spear at Jonathan to kill him, so he knew that his father was determined to kill David.34 He got up from the table in fierce anger and did not eat any food that second day of the New Moon, for he was grieved because of his father's shameful behavior toward David.

				35 In the morning Jonathan went out to the field for the appointed meeting with David. A small young man was with him. 36 He said to the young man,"Run and find the arrows I'm shooting." As the young man ran, Jonathan shot an arrow beyond him. 37 He came to the location of the arrow that Jonathan had shot, but Jonathan called to him and said,"The arrow is beyond you, isn't it?" 38 Then Jonathan called to him,"Hurry up and don't stop!" Jonathan's young man picked up the arrow and returned to his master. 39 He did not know anything; only Jonathan and David knew the arrangement. 40 Then Jonathan gave his equipment to the young man who was with him and said,"Go, take it back to the city."

				41 When the young man had gone, David got up from the south side of the stone Ezel, fell with his face to the ground, and bowed three times. Then he and Jonathan kissed each other and wept with each other, though David wept more.

				42 Jonathan then said to David,"Go in the assurance the two of us pledged in the name of the Lord when we said: The Lord will be a witness between you and me and between my offspring and your offspring forever." eu Then David left, and Jonathan went into the city.

				A Principle to Live By - Self-Destructive Behavior

				[image: Getz0293.png]

				#32 We must never allow jealousy and anger to go unchecked since both emotions can lead to very sinful and destructive behavior.  (Review 1 Sm #28: Jealous Reactions)

				Initially Saul honored David after his great victory over Goliath by giving him responsibility to lead Israel's army, but all was not well in Saul's soul. Jealousy that had been simmering in his heart turned to rage. Paranoia took over (18:8). 

				Again and again Saul tried to kill David, both directly and indirectly. On two different occasions he tried to pin David to the wall with his spear (18:10-11; 19:9-10), and when Jonathan tried to protect David, Saul tried to kill his own son (20:30-33). 

				Saul not only ignored his family's attempts to protect David (19:11-12), but he ignored God's direct intervention. When he sent his agents to seize David in Ramah, the"Spirit of God" restrained the men (19:19-21). Finally Saul himself went to Ramah and the same thing happened to him (19:23). Saul never responded positively, and his end was tragic—he committed suicide (31:4). 

				Feelings in themselves—even feelings of jealousy—are neither good nor bad; it's what we do with them that is important. If we allow our negative feelings to persist and dominate us, they'll inevitably lead to sinful actions. Thus James wrote,

				But each person is tempted when he is drawn away and enticed by his own evil desires. Then after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin, and when sin is fully grown, it gives birth to death. (Jms 1:14-15)  (See Jms #4:Temptation and Rationalization.)

				We can also take encouragement from Paul's words, which certainly encompass the temptation to allow jealous feelings to become sinful:

				No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to humanity. God is faithful, and He will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation He will also provide a way of escape so that you are able to bear it. (1Co 10:13)  (See 1Co #28:Measuring Corporate Maturity.)

				Reflection and Response

				What specific steps can we take to deal with personal feelings of jealousy so as not to allow them to intensify and lead us into sinful actions? Furthermore, how should we deal with jealousy in others—particularly when it is directed toward us?  (See Nm #7:Handling Jealousy Appropriately.)

				

				

	

David Flees to Nob

				21 David went to Ahimelech the priest at Nob. Ahimelech was afraid to meet David, so he said to him,"Why are you alone and no one is with you?"

				2 David answered Ahimelech the priest,"The king gave me a mission, but he told me, 'Don't let anyone know anything about the mission I'm sending you on or what I have ordered you to do.' I have stationed my young men at a certain place. 3 Now what do you have on hand? Give me five loaves of bread or whatever can be found."

				4 The priest told him,"There is no ordinary bread on hand. However, there is consecrated bread, but the young men may eat it ev only if they have kept themselves from women."

				5 David answered him,"I swear that women are being kept from us, as always when I go out to battle. The young men's bodiesew are consecrated even on an ordinary mission, so of course their bodies are consecrated today." 6 So the priest gave him the consecrated bread, for there was no bread there except the •bread of the Presence that had been removed from the presence of the Lord. When the bread was removed, it had been replaced with warm bread.

				7 One of Saul's servants, detained before the Lord, was there that day. His name was Doeg the Edomite, chief of Saul's shepherds.

				8 David said to Ahimelech,"Do you have a spear or sword on hand? I didn't even bring my sword or my weapons since the king's mission was urgent."

				9 The priest replied,"The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom you killed in the Valley of Elah, is here, wrapped in a cloth behind the •ephod. If you want to take it for yourself, then take it, for there isn't another one here."

				"There's none like it!" David said."Give it to me."

				

	

David Flees to Gath

				10 David fled that day from Saul's presence and went to King Achish of Gath.11 But Achish's servants said to him,"Isn't this David, the king of the land? Don't they sing about him during their dances:

				

				Saul has killed his thousands,

				but David his tens of thousands?"

				

				12 David took this to heartex and became very afraid of King Achish of Gath, 13 so he pretended to be insane in their presence. He acted like a madman around them,ey scribbling ez on the doors of the gate and letting saliva run down his beard.

				14 "Look! You can see the man is crazy," Achish said to his servants."Why did you bring him to me? 15 Do I have such a shortage of crazy people that you brought this one to act crazy around me? Is this one going to come into my house?"

				A Principle to Live By - The Power of Fear
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				#33 When we become fearful, we must be on guard against the temptation to regress to attitudes and actions that are self focused.

				As Saul intensified his efforts to take David's life, we see a gradual change take place in the younger man's heart. Little by little, fear began to replace David's faith in God's ability to protect him. In many respects, this is understandable. The king had become his enemy (18:29). Humanly speaking, he had no way to protect himself; he would never raise his hand against God's anointed. 

				David's problem is one that we all face. He didn't trust God to deliver him. He had lost perspective on the past. He forgot about the lion, the bear, and the giant (17:34-35). Lost in a maze of his current circumstances, he took matters into his own hands. The results were tragic! Dishonesty became a part of his plans. Through Jonathan he lied to Saul about going to Bethlehem (20:5-6). When he visited the priest, he claimed to be on a secret mission from King Saul (21:2). And when he fled to Gath, he feigned insanity, a pathetic low point in David's life (vv. 12-13). 

				The apostle Paul is an example of standing firm in the midst of fear. When forsaken by all of his so-called Christian friends as he faced an evil Roman emperor, he gave this encouraging report to Timothy in the last letter he ever wrote:

				But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that the proclamation might be fully made through me and all the Gentiles might hear. So I was rescued from the lion's mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil work and will bring me safely into His heavenly kingdom. To Him be the glory forever and ever! Amen. (2Tm 4:17-18)  (See 2Tm #11:A Loyal Friend.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to allow deception to become a part of our strategy when we try to solve problems in our own strength?  (See Gn #16:Seeking God's Wisdom.)

				

				

	

Saul's Increasing Paranoia

				22 So David left Gath and took refuge in the cave of Adullam. When David's brothers and his father's whole family heard, they went down and joined him there. 2 In addition, every man who was desperate, in debt, or discontented rallied around him, and he became their leader. About 400 men were with him.

				A Principle to Live By - Regaining Spiritual Focus
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				#34 When we feel alone and isolated, we should refocus our thoughts on who God is and what He wants to do for us when we trust Him. 

				When we read Psalm 34, which some believe was composed as he sat alone taking"refuge in the cave of Adullam," we can understand more fully David's bout with fear and what happened when he once again focused his thoughts on God and His power—not on himself and his own abilities. Note the following selected statements:

				I sought the Lord, and He answered me and delivered me from all my fears. 

				This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him and saved him from all his troubles. 

				Taste and see that the Lord is good. How happy is the man who takes refuge in Him!

				Who is the man who delights in life, loving a long life to enjoy what is good? 

				Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from deceitful speech. (Ps 34:4,6,8,12-13)  (See Ps #33:God's Unconditional Love.)

				It appears it was in that lonely cave, before his family joined him, that David came to his senses and refocused his life and faith. He confessed his sin—and so can any of us wherever we find ourselves. There is no darkness that God's love and grace cannot penetrate! 

				It's at times like this that we need godly people around us who can help and encourage us. This is what the functioning body of Christ is all about. Thus Paul wrote to the Corinthians,

				So if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. (1Co 12:26)  (See Eph #9:Building Up One Another.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is being alone helpful at times, but when can it also be detrimental to our spiritual growth?  (See Ps #54:The Power of Encouragement.)

				

				3 From there David went to Mizpeh of Moab where he said to the king of Moab,"Please let my father and mother stay with you until I know what God will do for me." 4 So he left them in the care of the king of Moab, and they stayed with him the whole time David was in the stronghold.

				A Principle to Live By - Honoring Parents
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				#35 Adult children are to honor and care for their parents. 

				As David was refocusing his mind and heart, one of the Ten Commandments would have taken on sudden and urgent meaning as"his father's whole family" (v. 1) came to the cave of Adullam. God had clearly stated,

				Honor your father and your mother so that you may have a long life in the land that the Lord your God is giving you. (Ex 20:12) 

				David probably pondered two thoughts. First, Saul's jealous anger knew no bounds. His family was also in danger. So David arranged to have his parents, and perhaps his whole family, stay with the king of Moab. There was a family connection: Ruth the Moabitess was David's great grandmother (see Ru 4:13-22). 

				The second thought in this commandment to"honor your father and your mother" was the assurance of"a long life in the land" (Ex 20:12). At this moment in David's life, this promise would be very encouraging. 

				Jesus directed some of His sharpest criticisms at the religious leaders in Israel who violated this commandment (Mt 15:3-4). They devised their own religious system to avoid caring for their parents' physical needs (Mt 15:5-6). Jesus condemned their actions:

				Hypocrites! Isaiah prophesied correctly about you when he said: These people honor Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me. They worship Me in vain, teaching as doctrines the commands of men. (Mt 15:7-9)  (See Mt #38:True Spirituality.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we truly honor our fathers and mothers when our parents may be irresponsible, controlling, insensitive, or even selfish? (See Eph 6:1-3.) 

				

				5 Then the prophet Gad said to David,"Don't stay in the stronghold. Leave and return to the land of Judah." So David left and went to the forest of Hereth.

				6 Saul heard that David and his men had been discovered. At that time Saul was in Gibeah, sitting under the tamarisk tree at the •high place. His spear was in his hand, and all his servants were standing around him. 7 Saul said to his servants,"Listen, men of Benjamin: Is Jesse's son going to give all of you fields and vineyards? Do you think he'll make all of you commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds? 8 That's why all of you have conspired against me! Nobody tells mefa when my own son makes a covenant with Jesse's son. None of you cares about me or tells mefb that my son has stirred up my own servant to wait in ambush for me, as is the case today."

				9 Then Doeg the Edomite, who was in charge of Saul's servants, answered:"I saw Jesse's son come to Ahimelech son of Ahitub at Nob. 10 Ahimelech inquired of the Lord for him and gave him provisions. He also gave him the sword of Goliath the Philistine."

				

	

Slaughter of the Priests

				11 The king sent messengers to summon Ahimelech the priest, son of Ahitub, and his father's whole family, who were priests in Nob. All of them came to the king. 12 Then Saul said,"Listen, son of Ahitub!"

				"I'm at your service, my lord," he said.

				13 Saul asked him,"Why did you and Jesse's son conspire against me? You gave him bread and a sword and inquired of God for him, so he could rise up against me and wait in ambush, as is the case today."

				14 Ahimelech replied to the king:"Who among all your servants is as faithful as David? He is the king's son-in-law, captain of your bodyguard, and honored in your house. 15 Was today the first time I inquired of God for him? Of course not! Please don't let the king make an accusation against your servant or any of my father's household, for your servant didn't have any ideafc about all this."

				16 But the king said,"You will die, Ahimelech — you and your father's whole family!"

				17 Then the king ordered the guards standing by him,"Turn and kill the priests of the Lord because they sided with David. For they knew he was fleeing, but they didn't tell me."fd But the king's servants would not lift a hand to execute the priests of the Lord.

				18 So the king said to Doeg,"Go and execute the priests!" So Doeg the Edomite went and executed the priests himself. On that day, he killed 85 men who wore linen •ephods.19 He also struck down Nob, the city of the priests, with the sword — both men and women, children and infants, oxen, donkeys, and sheep.

				20 However, one of the sons of Ahimelech son of Ahitub escaped. His name was Abiathar, and he fled to David.21 Abiathar told David that Saul had killed the priests of the Lord. 22 Then David said to Abiathar,"I knew that Doeg the Edomite was there that day and that he was sure to report to Saul. I myself am responsible for fe the lives of everyone in your father's family. 23 Stay with me. Don't be afraid, for the one who wants to take my life wants to take your life. You will be safe with me."

				A Principle to Live By - Making No Excuses
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				#36 When we violate God's will and in the process hurt others, we are to take full responsibility for our actions. (Review 1 Sm #23: Self-Justification)

				David made a terrible mistake when he fled to the tabernacle at Nob. David lied to the priest, Ahimelech, saying that the king had sent him on a secret mission (21:2-3). Saul's chief shepherd, a Gentile named Doeg, was there, and later reported what he had heard and seen (22:9-10). When Saul heard what David had done, he became so angry that he ordered all 85 priests killed. When Saul recruited Doeg to carry out this terrible deed, he not only killed all the priests but destroyed everyone who lived in Nob (vv. 18-19).

				Abiathar, one of Ahimelech's sons, escaped and reported to David everything that had happened. David openly acknowledged that he was"responsible for the lives of everyone" who served as priests in Nob (v. 22).  (See  2Sm #22:Taking Responsibility.)

				Ever since sin entered the world, we tend to blame others when our actions create serious repercussions. In spite of David's negligent behavior, when he came face to face with the results of his sin, he took responsibility for what had happened and tried to make amends. 

				Jesus addressed this issue in His parable of the prodigal son. When this irresponsible young man came to his senses, he returned to his father making no excuses for his foolish decisions. Speaking to his father, he confessed,

				Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight. I'm no longer worthy to be called your son. (Lk 15:21)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to rationalize and not take responsibility for actions that hurt others?  (See Gn #5:Avoiding Rationalization.)

				

				

	

Deliverance at Keilah

				23 It was reported to David:"Look, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah and raiding the threshing floors."

				2 So David inquired of the Lord:"Should I launch an attack against these Philistines?"

				The Lord answered David,"Launch an attack against the Philistines and rescue Keilah."

				3 But David's men said to him,"Look, we're afraid here in Judah; how much more if we go to Keilah against the Philistine forces!"

				4 Once again, David inquired of the Lord, and the Lord answered him:"Go at once to Keilah, for I will hand the Philistines over to you."5 Then David and his men went to Keilah, fought against the Philistines, drove their livestock away, and inflicted heavy losses on them. So David rescued the inhabitants of Keilah. 6 Abiathar son of Ahimelech fled to David at Keilah, and he brought an •ephod with him.

				A Principle to Live By - Seeking God's Wisdom
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				#37 When we have to make strategic decisions, we are to pray and seek wisdom from God and His Word.

				When David was fleeing from Saul prior to his renewal experience in the cave of Adullam, there is no evidence that he prayed and sought God's will or even asked God for protection. He simply took matters into his own hands, leading to disastrous results. However, when he paused to seek God's will in prayer, the positive results are evident (v. 5).

				As Christians living under the new covenant, we have a great advantage over David and 
all those who lived prior to the coming of"the Spirit of truth" on the day of Pentecost (Ac 2:1-4). At that moment, God began to reveal His will to all of us (Jn 14:16-17,26; 15:26; 16:13). Eventually, the inspired authors recorded the truth God revealed to them, which is indeed the"apostles' teaching" in the New Testament (Ac 2:42). We're not only taught to"pray constantly" (1Th 5:17), but we are to consult this great body of scriptural truth that gives us wisdom to face every crisis in life.  (See 1Ch #8:A God-Fearing Heart; Jn #29: The Spirit of Truth.)

				Reflection and Response

				When we face crises in our lives, why is it so easy to take matters into our own hands without consulting with the Lord through prayer and the Word of God?  (See Pr #6:Wisdom from Above.)

				

				7 When it was reported to Saul that David had gone to Keilah, he said,"God has handed him over to me, for he has trapped himself by entering a town with barred gates." 8 Then Saul summoned all the troops to go to war at Keilah and besiege David and his men.

				9 When David learned that Saul was plotting evil against him, he said to Abiathar the priest,"Bring the ephod."

				10 Then David said,"Lord God of Israel, Your servant has heard that Saul intends to come to Keilah and destroy the town because of me. 11 Will the citizens of Keilah hand me over to him? Will Saul come down as Your servant has heard? Lord God of Israel, please tell Your servant."

				The Lord answered,"He will come down."

				12 Then David asked,"Will the citizens of Keilah hand me and my men over to Saul?"

				"They will," the Lord responded.

				13 So David and his men, numbering about 600, left Keilah at once and moved from place to place. When it was reported to Saul that David had escaped from Keilah, he called off the expedition. 14 David then stayed in the wilderness strongholds and in the hill country of the Wilderness of Ziph. Saul searched for him every day, but God did not hand David over to him.

				

	

A Renewed Covenant

				15 David was in the Wilderness of Ziph in Horesh when he saw that Saul had come out to take his life. 16 Then Saul's son Jonathan came to David in Horesh and encouraged him in his faith in God, 17 saying,"Don't be afraid, for my father Saul will never lay a hand on you. You yourself will be king over Israel, and I'll be your second-in-command. Even my father Saul knows it is true." 18 Then the two of them made a covenant in the Lord's presence. Afterward, David remained in Horesh, while Jonathan went home.

				

	

David's Narrow Escape

				19 Some Ziphites came up to Saul at Gibeah and said,"David isff hiding among us in the strongholds in Horesh on the hill of Hachilah south of Jeshimon. 20 Now, whenever the king wants to come down, let him come down. Our part will be to hand him over to the king."

				21 "May you be blessed by the Lord," replied Saul,"for you have taken pity on me.22 Go and check again. Investigate and watch carefully where he goesfg and who has seen him there; they tell me he is extremely cunning. 23 Look and find out all the places where he hides. Then come back to me with accurate information, and I'll go with you. If it turns out he really is in the region, I'll search for him among all the clansfh of Judah." 24 So they went to Ziph ahead of Saul.

				A Principle to Live By - Selfish Motives
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				#38 We must resist the temptation to convince ourselves that God approves of our actions when, in actuality, we are driven by selfish motives.

				King Saul actually convinced himself that God was enabling him to carry out his evil intentions to kill David (v. 7). However, unknown to Saul, David was consulting the Lord about the king's every move. Again, the Lord answered David's prayers and delivered him and his men (vv. 9-15). 

				How tragic when Christians deceive themselves into believing God is leading them to do certain things when in reality they are following the"works of the flesh" (Gl 5:19). This is why the apostle Paul warned the Galatians,

				Since we live by the Spirit, we must also follow the Spirit. We must not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. (Gl 5:25-26)  (See Gl #10:Life in the Spirit.)

				Reflection and Response

				What steps can we take to make sure we are not deceiving ourselves into believing we are"led by the Spirit" when, in reality, we are following"the desire of the flesh" (Gl 5:16-18)?  (See Gn #42:Making Proper Decisions.)

				

				Now David and his men were in the wilderness near Maon in the •Arabah south of Jeshimon, 25 and Saul and his men went to look for him. When David was told about it, he went down to the rock and stayed in the Wilderness of Maon. Saul heard of this and pursued David there.

				26 Saul went along one side of the mountain and David and his men went along the other side. Even though David was hurrying to get away from Saul, Saul and his men were closing in on David and his men to capture them. 27 Then a messenger came to Saul saying,"Come quickly, because the Philistines have raided the land!" 28 So Saul broke off his pursuit of David and went to engage the Philistines. Therefore, that place was named the Rock of Separation. 29 fi From there David went up and stayed in the strongholds of En-gedi.

				

	

David Spares Saul

				24 When Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was told,"David is in the wilderness near En-gedi." 2 So Saul took 3,000 of Israel's choice men and went to look for David and his men in front of the Rocks of the Wild Goats. 3 When Saul came to the sheep pens along the road, a cave was there, and he went in to relieve himself.fj David and his men were staying in the back of the cave, 4 so they said to him,"Look, this is the day the Lord told you about: 'I will hand your enemy over to you so you can do to him whatever you desire.'" Then David got up and secretly cut off the corner of Saul's robe.

				5 Afterward, David's conscience botheredfk him because he had cut off the corner of Saul's robe. fl 6 He said to his men,"I swear before the Lord: I would never do such a thing to my lord, the Lord's anointed. I will never lift my hand against him, since he is the Lord's anointed." 7 With these words David persuadedfm his men, and he did not let them rise up against Saul.

				Then Saul left the cave and went on his way. 8 After that, David got up, went out of the cave, and called to Saul,"My lord the king!" When Saul looked behind him, David bowed to the ground in homage. 9 David said to Saul,"Why do you listen to the words of people who say, 'Look, David intends to harm you'? 10 You can see with your own eyes that the Lord handed you over to me today in the cave. Someone advised me to kill you, but I fn, fo took pity on you and said: I won't lift my hand against my lord, since he is the Lord's anointed. 11 See, my father! Look at the corner of your robe in my hand, for I cut it off, but I didn't kill you. Look and recognize that there is no evil or rebellion in me. I haven't sinned against you even though you are hunting me down to take my life.

				12 "May the Lord judge between you and me, and may the Lord take vengeance on you for me, but my hand will never be against you. 13 As the old proverb says, 'Wickedness comes from wicked people.' My hand will never be against you. 14 Who has the king of Israel come after? What are you chasing after? A dead dog? A flea? 15 May the Lord be judge and decide between you and me. May He take notice and plead my case and deliverfp me from you."

				16 When David finished saying these things to him, Saul replied,"Is that your voice, David my son?" Then Saul wept aloud 17 and said to David,"You are more righteous than I, for you have done what is good to me though I have done what is evil to you.18 You yourself have told me today what good you did for me: when the Lord handed me over to you, you didn't kill me.19 When a man finds his enemy, does he let him go unharmed?fq May the Lord repay you with good for what you've done for me today.

				20 "Now I know for certain you will be king, and the kingdom of Israel will be establishedfr in your hand.21 Therefore swear to me by the Lord that you will not cut off my descendants or wipe out my name from my father's family."22 So David swore to Saul. Then Saul went back home, and David and his men went up to the stronghold.

				A Principle to Live By - False Repentance

				[image: Getz0300.png]

				#39 Even though we may be overcome with guilt and remorse, we must not automatically conclude that we have experienced true repentance.

				After David spared Saul's life in a cave at En-gedi, the king was overcome with emotion, even admitting his evil intentions. However, this demonstration of sorrow was not long lasting. Saul was not truly repentant. If he had experienced a broken spirit, he would not have demanded anything from David. Instead, he made David swear an oath that, as the future king, he would not destroy his family. This revealed the 
depths of Saul's prideful heart (v. 21; see also 15:30).  (Review 1Sm #25: Prideful Behavior)

				Unfortunately, some Christians who have committed serious sins are more sorrowful that they've been caught than that they have grieved God's heart and destroyed others' lives. In essence, they're still more concerned about how their behavior will affect themselves and their future than about how their evil deeds will hurt God's reputation. 

				No New Testament Christian demonstrates true repentance more than the apostle Paul. When he wrote to Timothy long after his conversion and repentance, his attitude still demonstrated what should characterize every Christian who commits serious sin:

				This saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance:"Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners"—and I am the worst of them. But I received mercy for this reason, so that in me, the worst of them, Christ Jesus might demonstrate His extraordinary patience as an example to those who would believe in Him for eternal life. Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. (1Tm 1:15-17)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it easy for any of us as Christians to fall into Saul's trap and feel sorrowful for our sins but not to the point that we experience godly sorrow and true repentance?  (See  1Ch #12:A Repentant Heart.)

				

				

	

David, Nabal, and Abigail

				25 Samuel died, and all Israel assembled to mourn for him, and they buried him by his home in Ramah. David then went down to the Wilderness of Paran. fs

				2 A man in Maon had a business in Carmel; he was a very rich man with 3,000 sheep and 1,000 goats and was shearing his sheep in Carmel. 3 The man's name was Nabal, and his wife's name, Abigail. The woman was intelligent and beautiful, but the man, a Calebite, was harsh and evil in his dealings.

				4 While David was in the wilderness, he heard that Nabal was shearing sheep, 5 so David sent 10 young men instructing them,"Go up to Carmel, and when you come to Nabal, greet him in my name.ft 6 Then say this: 'Long life to you,fu and peace to you, to your family, and to all that is yours. 7 I hear that you are shearing.fv When your shepherds were with us, we did not harass them, and nothing of theirs was missing the whole time they were in Carmel. 8 Ask your young men, and they will tell you. So let my young men find favor with you, for we have come on a feastfw day. Please give whatever you can afford to your servants and to your son David.'"

				9 David's young men went and said all these things to Nabal on David's behalf,fx and they waited. fy 10 Nabal asked them,"Who is David? Who is Jesse's son? Many slaves these days are running away from their masters. 11 Am I supposed to take my bread, my water, and my meat that I butchered for my shearers and give them to these men? I don't know where they are from."

				12 David's men retraced their steps. When they returned to him, they reported all these words. 13 He said to his men,"All of you, put on your swords!" So David and all his men put on their swords. About 400 men followed David while 200 stayed with the supplies.

				14 One of Nabal's young men informed Abigail, Nabal's wife:"Look, David sent messengers from the wilderness to greet our master, but he yelled at them. 15 The men treated us well. When we were in the field, we weren't harassed and nothing of ours was missing the whole time we were living among them. 16 They were a wall around us, both day and night, the entire time we were herding the sheep. 17 Now consider carefully what you must do, because there is certain to be trouble for our master and his entire family. He is such a worthless fool nobody can talk to him!"

				18 Abigail hurried, taking 200 loaves of bread, two skins of wine, five butchered sheep, a bushelfz of roasted grain, 100 clusters of raisins, and 200 cakes of pressed figs, and loaded them on donkeys. 19 Then she said to her male servants,"Go ahead of me. I will be right behind you." But she did not tell her husband Nabal.

				20 As she rode the donkey down a mountain pass hidden from view, she saw David and his men coming toward her and met them. 21 David had just said,"I guarded everything that belonged to this man in the wilderness for nothing. He was not missing anything, yet he paid me back evil for good. 22 May God punish me ga and do so severely if I let any of his mengb survive until morning."

				23 When Abigail saw David, she quickly got off the donkey and fell with her face to the ground in front of David.24 She fell at his feet and said,"The •guilt is mine, my lord, but please let your servant speak to you directly. Listen to the words of your servant. 25 My lord should pay no attention to this worthless man Nabal, for he lives up to his name:gc His name is Nabal, and stupidity is all he knows.gd I, your servant, didn't see my lord's young men whom you sent. 26 Now my lord, as surely as the Lord lives and as you yourself live, it is the Lord who kept you from participating in bloodshed and avenging yourself by your own hand. May your enemies and those who want trouble for my lord be like Nabal. 27 Accept this gift your servant has brought to my lord, and let it be given to the young men who follow my lord. 28 Please forgive your servant's offense, for the Lord is certain to make a lasting dynasty for my lord because he fights the Lord's battles. Throughout your life, may evilge not be found in you.

				29 "When someone pursues you and attempts to take your life, my lord's life will be tucked safely in the placegf where the Lord your God protects the living. However, He will fling away your enemies' lives like stones from a sling. 30 When the Lord does for my lord all the good He promised and appoints you ruler over Israel,31 there will not be remorse or a troubled conscience for my lord because of needless bloodshed or my lord's revenge. And when the Lord does good things for my lord, may you remember me your servant."

				32 Then David said to Abigail,"Praise to the Lord God of Israel, who sent you to meet me today! 33 Your discernment is blessed, and you are blessed. Today you kept me from participating in bloodshed and avenging myself by my own hand.34 Otherwise, as surely as the Lord God of Israel lives, who prevented me from harming you, if you had not come quickly to meet me, Nabal wouldn't have had any mengg left by morning light." 35 Then David accepted what she had brought him and said,"Go home in peace. See, I have heard what you said and have granted your request."

				36 Then Abigail went to Nabal, and there he was in his house, holding a feast fit for a king. Nabal was in a good moodgh and very drunk, so she didn't say anythinggi to him until morning light.

				37 In the morning when Nabal sobered up,gj his wife told him about these events. Then he had a seizuregk and became paralyzed.gl 38 About 10 days later, the Lord struck Nabal dead.

				39 When David heard that Nabal was dead, he said,"Praise the Lord who championed my cause against Nabal's insults and restrained His servant from doing evil. The Lord brought Nabal's evil deeds back on his own head."

				Then David sent messengers to speak to Abigail about marrying him. 40 When David's servants came to Abigail at Carmel, they said to her,"David sent us to bring you to him as a wife."

				41 She stood up, then bowed her face to the ground and said,"Here I am, your servant, to wash the feet of my lord's servants." 42 Then Abigail got up quickly, and with her five female servants accompanying her, rode on the donkey following David's messengers. And so she became his wife.

				43 David also married Ahinoam of Jezreel, and the two of them became his wives. 44 But Saul gave his daughter Michal, David's wife, to Palti son of Laish, who was from Gallim.

				A Principle to Live By - Personal Confrontation

				[image: Getz0301.png]

				#40 When we see a fellow Christian about to walk out of the will of God, we should be willing to confront that person humbly and sensitively.

				David was deeply offended and humiliated by Nabal's negative response to his request for food. But what seemed to ignite David's anger the most was this arrogant man's reaction to who he was (v. 10). David's ego was deeply wounded, and he initiated plans to attack. 

				Fortunately, Nabal's wife, Abigail, acted immediately and went out to meet David. She approached David with humility, even taking responsibility for her husband's arrogant, selfish, and deplorable actions (v. 28). David was indeed disarmed and grateful for this personal confrontation and quickly realized that he had been about to make another horrible mistake that would have left more innocent blood on his hands.

				All of us face the temptation to retaliate when we're humiliated and belittled by the Nabals ("Fools") in this world. This is why we all need others in our lives who care enough to confront us when they see us about to respond out of pride and hurt rather than out of humility, love, and concern. On the other hand, when we see a fellow Christian who is either living out of God's will or about to make decisions that will lead to spiritual disaster, we should lovingly and humbly confront that person:

				Brothers, if someone is caught in any wrongdoing, you who are spiritual should restore such a person with a gentle spirit, watching out for yourselves so you also won't be tempted. Carry one another's burdens; in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. (Gl 6:1-2)  (See Gl #11:The Process of Restoration.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it difficult to confront fellow Christians when they are living out of God's will?

				

				

	

David Again Spares Saul

				26 Then the Ziphites came to Saul at Gibeah saying,"David is hiding on the hill of Hachilah opposite Jeshimon." 2 So Saul, accompanied by 3,000 of the choice men of Israel, went to the Wilderness of Ziph to search for David there. 3 Saul camped beside the road at the hill of Hachilah opposite Jeshimon. David was living in the wilderness and discovered Saul had come there after him. 4 So David sent out spies and knew for certain that Saul had come. 5 Immediately, David went to the place where Saul had camped. He saw the place where Saul and Abner son of Ner, the general of his army, were lying down. Saul was lying inside the inner circle of the camp with the troops camped around him. 6 Then David asked Ahimelech the Hittite and Joab's brother Abishai son of Zeruiah,"Who will go with me into the camp to Saul?"

				"I'll go with you," answered Abishai.

				7 That night, David and Abishai came to the troops, and Saul was lying there asleep in the inner circle of the camp with his spear stuck in the ground by his head. Abner and the troops were lying around him. 8 Then Abishai said to David,"Today God has handed your enemy over to you. Let me thrust the spear through him into the ground just once. I won't have to strike him twice!"

				9 But David said to Abishai,"Don't destroy him, for who can lift a hand against the Lord's anointed and be blameless?"10 David added,"As the Lord lives, the Lord will certainly strike him down: either his day will come and he will die, or he will go into battle and perish. 11 However, because of the Lord, I will never lift my hand against the Lord's anointed. Instead, take the spear and the water jug by his head, and let's go."

				12 So David took the spear and the water jug by Saul's head, and they went their way. No one saw them, no one knew, and no one woke up; they all remained asleep because a deep sleep from the Lord came over them. 13 David crossed to the other side and stood on top of the mountain at a distance; there was a considerable space between them. 14 Then David shouted to the troops and to Abner son of Ner:"Aren't you going to answer, Abner?"

				"Who are you who calls to the king?" Abner asked.

				15 David called to Abner,"You're a man, aren't you? Who in Israel is your equal? So why didn't you protect your lord the king when one of the people came to destroy him? 16 What you have done is not good. As the Lord lives, all of you deserve to die since you didn't protect your lord, the Lord's anointed. Now look around; where are the king's spear and water jug that were by his head?"

				17 Saul recognized David's voice and asked,"Is that your voice, my son David?"

				"It is my voice, my lord and king," David said. 18 Then he continued,"Why is my lord pursuing his servant? What have I done? What evil is in my hand? 19 Now, may my lord the king please hear the words of his servant: If it is the Lord who has incited you against me, then may He accept an offering. But if it is people, may they be cursed in the presence of the Lord, for today they have driven me away from sharing in the inheritance of the Lord saying, 'Go and worship other gods.' 20 So don't let my blood fall to the ground far from the Lord's presence, for the king of Israel has come out to search for a flea, like one who pursues a partridge in the mountains."

				21 Saul responded,"I have sinned. Come back, my son David, I will never harm you again because today you considered my life precious. I have been a fool! I've committed a grave error."

				22 David answered,"Here is the king's spear; have one of the young men come over and get it. 23 May the Lord repay every man for his righteousness and his loyalty. I wasn't willing to lift my hand against the Lord's anointed, even though the Lord handed you over to me today.24 Just as I considered your life valuable today, so may the Lord consider my life valuable and rescue me from all trouble."

				25 Saul said to him,"You are blessed, my son David. You will certainly do great things and will also prevail." Then David went on his way, and Saul returned home.

				A Principle to Live By - Respect Plus Accountability

				[image: Getz0302.png]

				#41 We are to respect those who have spiritual leadership roles in the church, but they must still be held accountable for irresponsible and sinful actions. 

				Once again, David had an opportunity to destroy his enemy. But once again, David refused to harm the king since he was"the Lord's anointed" (v. 23). 

				Today, some Christians have used this Old Testament illustration and others like it to exhort and even condemn fellow believers who dare raise any questions about the attitudes and actions of spiritual leaders. Referencing David's behavior, they say,"How dare you criticize the Lord's anointed?"

				It's true that all believers are to respect and honor spiritual leaders. Paul made this very clear:

				Now we ask you, brothers, to give recognition to those who labor among you and lead you in the Lord and admonish you, and to regard them very highly in love because of their work. (1Th 5:12-13a; see also Heb 13:17.)  (See Heb #23:Following Godly Leaders.)

				However, Paul balanced this exhortation with another. While warning Timothy not to receive false accusations, he also emphasized that all spiritual leaders are to be held accountable to God's standard of righteousness:

				Don't accept an accusation against an elder unless it is supported by two or three witnesses. Publicly rebuke those who sin, so that the rest will also be afraid. (1Tm 5:19-20) 

				Elders were to hold each other accountable. The public rebuke was to be done in the presence of the other spiritual leaders in the church. No one was to be a law unto himself.  (See 1Tm #12:Elder/Overseer Functions.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it dangerous to use David's refusal to harm"the Lord's anointed" (1Sm 26:23) as a prohibition against holding spiritual leaders responsible for their actions?

				

				

	

David Flees to Ziklag

				27 David said to himself,"One of these days I'll be swept away by Saul. There is nothing better for me than to escape immediately to the land of the Philistines. Then Saul will stop searching for me everywhere in Israel, and I'll escape from him." 2 So David set out with his 600 men and went to Achish son of Maoch, the king of Gath. 3 David and his men stayed with Achish in Gath. Each man had his family with him, and David had his two wives: Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail of Carmel, Nabal's widow. 4 When it was reported to Saul that David had fled to Gath, he no longer searched for him.

				5 Now David said to Achish,"If I have found favor with you, let me be given a place in one of the outlying towns, so I can live there. Why should your servant live in the royal city with you?" 6 That day Achish gave Ziklag to him, and it still belongs to the kings of Judah today. 7 The time that David stayed in the Philistine territory amounted to a year and four months.

				8 David and his men went up and raided the Geshurites, the Girzites, gm and the Amalekites. From ancient times they had been the inhabitants of the region through Shur as far as the land of Egypt. 9 Whenever David attacked the land, he did not leave a single person alive, either man or woman, but he took flocks, herds, donkeys, camels, and clothing. Then he came back to Achish, 10 who inquired,"Where did you raid today?" gn

				David replied,"The south country of Judah,"The south country of the Jerahmeelites," or"Against the south country of the Kenites."

				11 David did not let a man or woman live to be brought to Gath, for he said,"Or they will inform on us and say, 'This is what David did.'" This was David's custom during the whole time he stayed in the Philistine territory. 12 So Achish trusted David, thinking,"Since he has made himself detestable to his people Israel, he will be my servant forever."

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual Regression
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				#42 We must be on guard against regressing to self-centered patterns of behavior. 

				Not for the first time, David stopped consulting God and began to focus on his own abilities. He"said to himself"—not the Lord (v. 1). Note also the number of times he used first-person pronouns:"I'll be swept away by Saul. There is nothing better for me . . . Then Saul will stop searching for me . . . I'll escape from him."

				In spite of God's continual protection from Saul's attacks, David once again allowed fear to cause him to regress in his faith. He fled into Philistine territory and ingratiated and aligned himself with a pagan king. Sadly, in order to impress Achish, he began lying again. He also engaged in raids that left whole towns wiped out. Since these were non-Jewish cities, he probably rationalized his behavior and saw himself as the means that God was using to judge the pagan inhabitants of Canaan (vv. 8-12).  (Review 1Sm #33: The-Power of Fear)

				It's easy to stand amazed at David's spiritual ambivalence and to raise the question,"How could this happen?" However, when we feel we lack wisdom to face difficult times in our lives today—even with all we know from the whole of Scripture—it's easy to vacillate, waver, and even regress to old patterns of behavior that focus on ourselves rather than on God. This is why James exhorted us all,

				Now if any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives to all generously and without criticizing, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith without doubting. For the doubter is like the surging sea, driven and tossed by the wind. That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. An indecisive man is unstable in all his ways. (Jms 1:5-8)  (See Jms #2:Wisdom from Above.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to forget God's promises and past provisions and to take matters into our own hands when we are facing difficult challenges and pressures in our lives?

				

				

	

Saul and the Medium

				28 At that time, the Philistines brought their military units together into one army to fight against Israel. So Achish said to David,"You know, of course, that you and your men must march out in the army go with me."

				2 David replied to Achish,"Good, you will find out what your servant can do."

				So Achish said to David,"Very well, I will appoint you as my permanent bodyguard."

				3 By this time Samuel had died, and all Israel had mourned for him and buried him in Ramah, his city, and Saul had removed the mediums and spiritists from the land. 4 The Philistines came together and camped at Shunem. So Saul gathered all Israel, and they camped at Gilboa. 5 When Saul saw the Philistine camp, he was afraid and trembled violently. 6 He inquired of the Lord, but the Lord did not answer him in dreams or by the •Urim or by the prophets. 7 Saul then said to his servants,"Find me a woman who is a medium, so I can go and consult her."

				His servants replied,"There is a woman at En-dor who is a medium."

				8 Saul disguised himself by putting on different clothes and set out with two of his men. They came to the woman at night, and Saul said,"Consult a spirit for me. Bring up for me the one I tell you."

				9 But the woman said to him,"You surely know what Saul has done, how he has killed the mediums and spiritists in the land. Why are you setting a trap for me to get me killed?"

				10 Then Saul swore to her by the Lord:"As surely as the Lord lives, nothing bad will happen to you because of this."

				11 "Who is it that you want me to bring up for you?" the woman asked.

				"Bring up Samuel for me," he answered.

				12 When the woman saw Samuel, she screamed, and then she asked Saul,"Why did you deceive me? You are Saul!"

				13 But the king said to her,"Don't be afraid. What do you see?"

				"I see a spirit formgp coming up out of the earth," the woman answered.

				14 Then Saul asked her,"What does he look like?"

				"An old man is coming up," she replied."He's wearing a robe." Then Saul knew that it was Samuel, and he bowed his face to the ground and paid homage.

				15 "Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?" Samuel asked Saul.

				"I'm in serious trouble," replied Saul."The Philistines are fighting against me and God has turned away from me. He doesn't answer me anymore, either through the prophets or in dreams. So I've called on you to tell me what I should do."

				16 Samuel answered,"Since the Lord has turned away from you and has become your enemy, why are you asking me? 17 The Lord has done gq exactly what He said through me: The Lord has torn the kingship out of your hand and given it to your neighbor David.18 You did not obey the Lord and did not carry out His burning anger against Amalek; therefore the Lord has done this to you today. 19 The Lord will also hand Israel over to the Philistines along with you. Tomorrow you and your sons will be with me, gr and the Lord will hand Israel's army over to the Philistines."

				20 Immediately, Saul fell flat on the ground. He was terrified by Samuel's words and was also weak because he hadn't had any food all day and all night. 21 The woman came over to Saul, and she saw that he was terrified and said to him,"Look, your servant has obeyed you. I took my life in my hands and did what you told me to do. 22 Now please listen to your servant. Let me set some food in front of you. Eat and it will give you strength so you can go on your way."

				23 He refused, saying,"I won't eat," but when his servants and the woman urged him, he listened to them. He got up off the ground and sat on the bed.

				24 The woman had a fattened calf at her house, and she quickly slaughtered it. She also took flour, kneaded it, and baked unleavened bread. 25 She served it to Saul and his servants, and they ate. Afterward, they got up and left that night.

				A Principle to Live By - Finishing Well
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				#43 As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, our goal should always be to conclude our lives on earth fulfilling God's will. 

				This scriptural account is difficult to understand, but the Bible clearly says that Samuel spoke to Saul. His words send a message to all of us who profess to be followers of Jesus Christ. He summarized how this Old Testament king did not finish his spiritual journey well. 

				Saul's end-of-life event stands in great contrast with another man's experience in the New Testament. He too was named Saul, but his name was changed to Paul after his conversion. Facing a martyr's death in a Roman prison, he wrote to Timothy,

				For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time for my departure is close. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. (2Tm 4:6-7)  (See 2Tm #10:Being Faithful.)

				Reflection and Response

				What steps can we take in order to live in God's will throughout our Christian lives?  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				

				

	

Philistines Reject David

				29 The Philistines brought all their military units together at Aphek while Israel was camped by the spring in Jezreel. 2 As the Philistine leaders were passing in review with their units of hundreds and thousands, David and his men were passing in review behind them with Achish. 3 Then the Philistine commanders asked,"What are these Hebrews doing here?"

				Achish answered the Philistine commanders,"That is David, servant of King Saul of Israel. He has been with me a considerable period of time.gs From the day he defected until today, I've found no fault with him."

				4 The Philistine commanders, however, were enraged with Achish and told him,"Send that man back and let him return to the place you assigned him. He must not go down with us into battle only to become our adversary during the battle. What better way could he regain his master's favor than with the heads of our men? 5 Isn't this the David they sing about during their dances:

				

				Saul has killed his thousands,

				but David his tens of thousands?"

				

				6 So Achish summoned David and told him,"As the Lord lives, you are an honorable man. I think it is goodgt to have you workinggu with me in the camp, because I have found no fault in you from the day you came to me until today. But the leaders don't think you are reliable. 7 Now go back quietly and you won't be doing anything the Philistine leaders think is wrong."

				8 "But what have I done?" David replied to Achish."From the first day I was with you until today, what have you found against your servant to keep me from going along to fight against the enemies of my lord the king?"

				9 Achish answered David,"I'm convinced that you are as reliable as the Angel of God. But the Philistine commanders have said, 'He must not go into battle with us.' 10 So get up early in the morning, you and your masters' servants who came with you. gv When you've all gotten up early, go as soon as it's light." 11 So David and his men got up early in the morning to return to the land of the Philistines. And the Philistines went up to Jezreel.

				

	

David's Defeat of the Amalekites

				30 David and his men arrived in Ziklag on the third day. The Amalekites had raided the •Negev and attacked and burned down Ziklag. 2 They also had kidnapped the women and everyone gw in it from the youngest to the oldest. They had killed no one but had carried them off as they went on their way.

				3 When David and his men arrived at the town, they found it burned down. Their wives, sons, and daughters had been kidnapped. 4 David and the troops with him wept loudly until they had no strength left to weep. 5 David's two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelite and Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite, had also been kidnapped. 6 David was in a difficult position because the troops talked about stoning him, for they were all very bitter over the loss of their sons and daughters. But David found strength in the Lord his God.

				7 David said to Abiathar the priest, son of Ahimelech,"Bring me the •ephod." So Abiathar brought it to him, 8 and David asked the Lord:"Should I pursue these raiders? Will I overtake them?"

				The Lord replied to him,"Pursue them, for you will certainly overtake them and rescue the people."

				9 David and the 600 men with him went as far as the •Wadi Besor, where 200 men who were to remain behind would stop. 10 They stopped because they were too exhausted to cross the Wadi Besor. David and 400 of the men continued in pursuit.

				11 They found an Egyptian in the open country and brought him to David. They gave him some bread to eat and water to drink. 12 Then they gave him some pressed figs and two clusters of raisins. After he ate he revived, for he hadn't eaten food or drunk water for three days and three nights.

				13 Then David said to him,"Who do you belong to? Where are you from?"

				"I'm an Egyptian, the slave of an Amalekite man," he said."My master abandoned me when I got sick three days ago. 14 We raided the south country of the Cherethites, the territory of Judah, and the south country of Caleb, and we burned down Ziklag."

				15 David then asked him,"Will you lead me to these raiders?"

				He said,"Swear to me by God that you won't kill me or turn me over to my master, and I will lead you to them."

				16 So he led him, and there were the Amalekites, spread out over the entire area, eating, drinking, and celebrating because of the great amount of plunder they had taken from the land of the Philistines and the land of Judah. 17 David slaughtered them from twilight until the evening of the next day. None of them escaped, except 400 young men who got on camels and fled.

				18 David recovered everything the Amalekites had taken; he also rescued his two wives. 19 Nothing of theirs was missing from the youngest to the oldest, including the sons and daughters, of all the plunder the Amalekites had taken. David got everything back.20 He took all the sheep and cattle, which were driven ahead of the other livestock, and the people shouted,"This is David's plunder!"

				21 When David came to the 200 men who had been too exhausted to go with him and had been left at the Wadi Besor, they came out to meet him and to meet the troops with him. When David approached the men, he greeted them, 22 but all the corrupt and •worthless men among those who had gone with David argued,"Because they didn't go with us, we will not give any of the plunder we recovered to them except for each man's wife and children. They may take them and go."

				23 But David said,"My brothers, you must not do this with what the Lord has given us. He protected us and handed over to us the raiders who came against us. 24 Who can agree to your proposal? The share of the one who goes into battle is to be the same as the share of the one who remains with the supplies. They will share equally." 25 And it has been so from that day forward. David established this policy as a law and an ordinance for Israel and it continues to this very day.

				26 When David came to Ziklag, he sent some of the plunder to his friends, the elders of Judah, saying,"Here is a gift for you from the plunder of the Lord's enemies." 27  He sent gifts to those in Bethel, in Ramoth of the Negev, and in Jattir; 28 to those in Aroer, in Siphmoth, and in Eshtemoa; 29 to those in Racal, in the towns of the Jerahmeelites, and in the towns of the Kenites; 30 to those in Hormah, in Bor-ashan, and in Athach; 31 to those in Hebron, and to those in all the places where David and his men had roamed.

				A Principle to Live by - Sincere Prayer

				[image: Getz0305.png]

				#44 We should remember that God, as our heavenly Father, is always available when we sincerely seek His help. 

				David paid a terrible price for taking matters into his own hands and finding his security among the Philistines. He had deceived King Achish but not his Philistine commanders. They didn't trust David and his men to go into battle with them against Israel (29:4-5). Though Achish still believed that David was a loyal defector, he had no choice but to send him and his men back to Ziklag, the city the king had given David and his men and their families (29:6-7). 

				David and his men returned to their homes only to discover that the Amalekites had raided the city, burned it to the ground, and had taken all the women and children (30:2). At this point, David once again faced the seriousness of his self-centered sinful behavior. His own men threatened to stone him (30:6). In serious trouble, and probably understanding once again how foolish he had been, David turned to God for guidance and once again the Lord gave him a direct message (30:7-8). By God's grace, they were able to retrieve everyone alive.  (Review  1 Sm #37: Seeking God's Wisdom)

				We see here how human David really was. Unfortunately, we have tended to idealize him because of what he was like as a young shepherd boy with a heart for God. However, again and again he regressed to old sin patterns in his life. In fact, his greatest failure still lay ahead. 

				Even though David often regressed spiritually, God was always there to respond to his sincere call for help. Fortunately for all of us, the Son of God"is the same yesterday, today, and forever" (Heb 13:8). God is still our loving heavenly Father who will discipline us when we sin but who will never turn His back on us when we sincerely seek His forgiveness and help. This is really the primary message Jesus was teaching in the story of the prodigal son. The father was rejoicing and celebrating because his wayward son had been lost and was found (Lk 15:24,32).  (See Lk #35:The Lost is Found.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy for all of us at times to regress to old self-centered sin patterns? 

				

				

	

The Death of Saul and His Sons

				31 The Philistines fought against Israel, and Israel's men fled from them. Many were killed on Mount Gilboa. 2 The Philistines overtook Saul and his sons and killed his sons, Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malchishua. 3 When the battle intensified against Saul, the archers caught up with him and severely wounded him. gx 4 Then Saul said to his armor-bearer,"Draw your sword and run me through with it, or these uncircumcised men will come and run me through and torture me." But his armor-bearer would not do it because he was terrified. Then Saul took his sword and fell on it. 5 When his armor-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he also fell on his own sword and died with him. 6 So on that day, Saul died together with his three sons, his armor-bearer, and all his men.

				7 When the men of Israel on the other side of the valley and on the other side of the Jordan saw that Israel's men had run away and that Saul and his sons were dead, they abandoned the cities and fled. So the Philistines came and settled in them.

				8 The next day when the Philistines came to strip the dead, they found Saul and his three sons dead on Mount Gilboa. 9 They cut off Saul's head, stripped off his armor, and sent messengers throughout the land of the Philistines to spread the good news in the temples of their idols and among the people. 10 Then they put his armor in the temple of the •Ashtoreths and hung his body on the wall of Beth-shan.

				11 When the residents of Jabesh-gilead heard what the Philistines had done to Saul, 12 all their brave men set out, journeyed all night, and retrieved the body of Saul and the bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth-shan. When they arrived at Jabesh, they burned the bodies there. 13 Afterward, they took their bones and buried them under the tamarisk tree in Jabesh and fasted seven days.
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				2 Samuel

				Responses to Saul's Death

				1 After the death of Saul, David returned from defeating the Amalekites and stayed at Ziklag two days. 2 On the third day a man with torn clothes and dust on his head came from Saul's camp. When he came to David, he fell to the ground and paid homage.3 David asked him,"Where have you come from?"

				He replied to him,"I've escaped from the Israelite camp."

				4 "What was the outcome? Tell me," David asked him.

				"The troops fled from the battle," he answered."Many of the troops have fallen and are dead. Also, Saul and his son Jonathan are dead."

				5 David asked the young man who had brought him the report,"How do you know Saul and his son Jonathan are dead?"

				6 "I happened to be on Mount Gilboa," he replied,"and there was Saul, leaning on his spear. At that very moment the chariots and the cavalry were closing in on him. 7 When he turned around and saw me, he called out to me, so I answered: I'm at your service. 8 He asked me, 'Who are you? ' I told him: I'm an Amalekite. 9 Then he begged me, 'Stand over me and kill me, for I'm mortally wounded, a but my life still lingers.' 10 So I stood over him and killed him because I knew that after he had fallen he couldn't survive. I took the crown that was on his head and the armband that was on his arm, and I've brought them here to my lord."

				11 Then David took hold of his clothes and tore them, and all the men with him did the same. 12 They mourned, wept, and fasted until the evening for those who died by the sword — for Saul, his son Jonathan, the Lord's people, and the house of Israel.

				13 David inquired of the young man who had brought him the report,"Where are you from?"

				"I'm the son of a foreigner," he said."I'm an Amalekite."

				14 David questioned him,"How is it that you were not afraid to lift your hand to destroy the Lord's anointed?" 15 Then David summoned one of his servants and said,"Come here and kill him!" The servant struck him, and he died. 16 For David had said to the Amalekite,"Your blood is on your own head because your own mouth testified against you by saying, 'I killed the Lord's anointed.'"

				17 David sang the following lament for Saul and his son Jonathan, 18 and he ordered that the Judahites be taught The Song of the Bow. It is written in the Book of Jashar:b

				

				19 The splendor of Israel lies slain on your heights.

				How the mighty have fallen!

				20 Do not tell it in Gath,

				don't announce it in the marketplaces 
of Ashkelon,

				or the daughters of the Philistines will rejoice,

				and the daughters of the uncircumcised will gloat.

				21 Mountains of Gilboa,

				let no dew or rain be on you,

				or fields of offerings, c

				for there the shield of the mighty was defiled —

				the shield of Saul, no longer anointed with oil.

				22 Jonathan's bow never retreated,

				Saul's sword never returned unstained,d

				from the blood of the slain,

				from the bodies of the mighty.

				23 Saul and Jonathan,

				loved and delightful,

				they were not parted in life or in death.

				They were swifter than eagles, 
stronger than lions.

				24 Daughters of Israel, weep for Saul,

				who clothed you in scarlet, 
with luxurious things,

				who decked your garments with gold ornaments.

				A Principle to Live By - Loving Our Enemies

				[image: Getz0306.png]

				#1 When bad things happen to those who have dealt with us unjustly, we should ask the Lord for grace to express sincere sorrow.

				Though Saul on numerous occasions had attempted to take David's life, David responded with sincere mourning when he learned of Saul's death. Centuries later, Jesus Christ applied this principle by including all those who hate us and even try to take our lives:

				You have heard that it was said, Love your neighbor and hate your enemy. But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. (Mt 5:43-44; see Lk 6:32-35.) 

				Jesus' command to love and pray for our enemies would certainly make it wrong to gloat or celebrate when disaster strikes them. Christian love"is not selfish" and"does not keep a record of wrongs" (1Co 13:5). Godly love does not want anyone to perish without coming to salvation in Christ (2Pt 3:9).  (See Mt #12:Loving as Christ Loved.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we balance a desire for appropriate justice against those who commit horrible and evil crimes with practicing Jesus' instruction to love and pray for our worst enemies?  (See Ec #9:Inequities in Life.)

				

				25 How the mighty have fallen in the thick of battle!

				Jonathan lies slain on your heights.

				26 I grieve for you, Jonathan, my brother.

				You were such a friend to me.

				Your love for me was more wonderful

				than the love of women.

				27 How the mighty have fallen

				and the weapons of war have perished!

				A Principle to Live By - Same-Sex Friendships
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				#2 When we develop deep relationships within our own gender, we must always keep these relationships morally pure. 

				Unfortunately, there are those who use this passage to justify homosexual relationships. However, within the overall context of Scripture, David is clearly referring to Jonathan's deep loyalty to him regardless of his father's murderous attempts. Had there been a sexual relationship between these two young men, they would have been flagrantly violating the very laws of God they both upheld. God had clearly stated,"You are not to sleep with a man as with a woman; it is detestable" (Lv 18:22; see also Rm 1:26-27). Had they violated this law, they would have both experienced God's discipline, just as David later experienced serious consequences when he committed adultery with Bathsheba. 

				This Old Testament story demonstrates that both men and women can have deep and loyal relationships within their own genders that are not sexual. Jesus Christ Himself illustrates this truth in His relationship with the apostle John, who is often described as"the disciple Jesus loved" (Jn 21:20; see also 13:23; 19:26; 20:2). Though the Savior deeply loved all the men He had chosen to be apostles, including Judas who betrayed Him, in His humanity He had a deeper friendship with John, just as David did with Jonathan. 

				Reflection and Response

				How can husbands and wives have deep relationships with their own genders without creating tensions and even jealousy within their God-ordained marital relationships?

				

				

	

David, King of Judah

				2 Some time later, David inquired of the Lord:"Should I go to one of the towns of Judah?"

				The Lord answered him,"Go."

				Then David asked,"Where should I go?"

				"To Hebron," the Lord replied.

				2 So David went there with his two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelite and Abigail, the widow of Nabal the Carmelite. 3 In addition, David brought the men who were with him, each one with his household, and they settled in the towns near Hebron. 4 Then the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David king over the house of Judah. They told David:"It was the men of Jabesh-gilead who buried Saul."

				5 David sent messengers to the men of Jabesh-gilead and said to them,"The Lord bless you, because you have shown this kindness to Saul your lord when you buried him. 6 Now, may the Lord show kindness and faithfulness to you, and I will also show the same goodness to you because you have done this deed. 7 Therefore, be strong and courageous, for though Saul your lord is dead, the house of Judah has anointed me king over them."

				8 Abner son of Ner, commander of Saul's army, took Saul's son Ish-bosheth e and moved him to Mahanaim. 9 He made him king over Gilead, Asher, Jezreel, Ephraim, Benjamin — over all Israel. 10 Saul's son Ish-bosheth was 40 years old when he began his reign over Israel; he ruled for two years. The house of Judah, however, followed David. 11 The length of time that David was king in Hebron over the house of Judah was seven years and six months.

				12 Abner son of Ner and soldiers of Ish-bosheth son of Saul marched out from Mahanaim to Gibeon. 13 So Joab son of Zeruiah and David's soldiers marched out and met them by the pool of Gibeon. The two groups took up positions on opposite sides of the pool.

				14 Then Abner said to Joab,"Let's have the young men get up and compete in front of us."

				"Let them get up," Joab replied.

				15 So they got up and were counted off — 12 for Benjamin and Ish-bosheth son of Saul, and 12 from David's soldiers. 16 Then each man grabbed his opponent by the head and thrust his sword into his opponent's side so that they all died together. So this place, which is in Gibeon, is named Field of Blades.f

				17 The battle that day was extremely fierce, and Abner and the men of Israel were defeated by David's soldiers. 18 The three sons of Zeruiah were there: Joab, Abishai, and Asahel. Asahel was a fast runner, like one of the wild gazelles. 19 He chased Abner and did not turn to the right or the left in his pursuit of him. 20 Abner glanced back and said,"Is that you, Asahel?"

				"Yes it is," Asahel replied.

				21 Abner said to him,"Turn to your right or left, seize one of the young soldiers, and take whatever you can get from him." But Asahel would not stop chasing him. 22 Once again, Abner warned Asahel,"Stop chasing me. Why should I strike you to the ground? How could I ever look your brother Joab in the face?"

				23 But Asahel refused to turn away, so Abner hit him in the stomach with the end of his spear. The spear went through his body, and he fell and died right there. When all who came to the place where Asahel had fallen and died, they stopped, 24 but Joab and Abishai pursued Abner. By sunset, they had gone as far as the hill of Ammah, which is opposite Giah on the way to the wilderness of Gibeon.

				25 The Benjaminites rallied to Abner; they formed a single unit and took their stand on top of a hill. 26 Then Abner called out to Joab:"Must the sword devour forever? Don't you realize this will only end in bitterness? How long before you tell the troops to stop pursuing their brothers?"

				27 "As God lives," Joab replied,"if you had not spoken up, the troops wouldn't have stopped pursuing their brothers until morning." 28 Then Joab blew the ram's horn, and all the troops stopped; they no longer pursued Israel or continued to fight. 29 So Abner and his men marched through the •Arabah all that night. They crossed the Jordan, marched all morning,g and arrived at Mahanaim.

				30 When Joab had turned back from pursuing Abner, he gathered all the troops. In addition to Asahel, 19 of David's soldiers were missing, 31 but they had killed 360 of the Benjaminites and Abner's men. 32 Afterward, they carried Asahel to his father's tomb in Bethlehem and buried him. Then Joab and his men marched all night and reached Hebron at dawn.

				

	

Civil War

				3 The war between the house of Saul and the house of David was long and drawn out, with David growing stronger and the house of Saul becoming weaker.

				2 Sons were born to David in Hebron:

				

				his firstborn was Amnon,

				by Ahinoam the Jezreelite;

				3 his second was Chileab,

				by Abigail, the widow of Nabal the Carmelite;

				the third was Absalom,

				son of Maacah the daughter of King Talmai of Geshur;

				4 the fourth was Adonijah,

				son of Haggith;

				the fifth was Shephatiah,

				son of Abital;

				5 the sixth was Ithream,

				by David's wife Eglah.

				

				These were born to David in Hebron.

				6 During the war between the house of Saul and the house of David, Abner kept acquiring more power in the house of Saul. 7 Now Saul had a concubine whose name was Rizpah daughter of Aiah, and Ish-bosheth questioned Abner,"Why did you sleep with my father's concubine?"

				8 Abner was very angry about Ish-bosheth's accusation."Am I a dog's head who belongs to Judah?" he asked."All this time I've been loyal to the house of your father Saul, to his brothers, and to his friends and haven't handed you over to David, but now you accuse me of wrongdoing with this woman! 9 May God punish Abner and do so severely if I don't do for David what the Lord swore to him: 10 to transfer the kingdom from the house of Saul and establish the throne of David over Israel and Judah from Dan to Beer-sheba." 11 Ish-bosheth could not answer Abner because he was afraid of him.

				12 Abner sent messengers as his representatives to say to David,"Whose land is it? Make your covenant with me, and you can be certain I am on your side to hand all Israel over to you."

				13 David replied,"Good, I will make a covenant with you. However, there's one thing I require of you: Do not appear before me unless you bring Saul's daughter Michal here when you come to see me."

				14 Then David sent messengers to say to Ish-bosheth son of Saul,"Give me back my wife, Michal. I was •engaged to her for the price of 100 Philistine foreskins."

				15 So Ish-bosheth sent someone to take her away from her husband, Paltiel son of Laish. 16 Her husband followed her, weeping all the way to Bahurim. Abner said to him,"Go back." So he went back.

				

	

The Assassination of Abner

				17 Abner conferred with the elders of Israel:"In the past you wanted David to be king over you. 18 Now take action, because the Lord has spoken concerning David: 'Through My servant David I will save My people Israel from the power of the Philistines and the power of all Israel's enemies.'"

				19 Abner also informed the Benjaminites and went to Hebron to inform David about all that was agreed on by Israel and the whole house of Benjamin. 20 When Abner and 20 men came to David at Hebron, David held a banquet for him and his men.

				21 Abner said to David,"Let me now go and I will gather all Israel to my lord the king. They will make a covenant with you, and you will rule over all you desire." So David dismissed Abner, and he went in peace.

				22 Just then David's soldiers and Joab returned from a raid and brought a large amount of plundered goods with them. Abner was not with David in Hebron because David had dismissed him, and he had gone in peace. 23 When Joab and all his army arrived, Joab was informed,"Abner son of Ner came to see the king, the king dismissed him, and he went in peace."

				24 Joab went to the king and said,"What have you done? Look here, Abner came to you. Why did you dismiss him? Now he's getting away. 25 You know that Abner son of Ner came to deceive you and to find out about your activities and everything you're doing." 26 Then Joab left David and sent messengers after Abner. They brought him back from the wellh of Sirah, but David was unaware of it. 27 When Abner returned to Hebron, Joab pulled him aside to the middle of the gateway, as if to speak to him privately, and there Joab stabbed him in the stomach. So Abner died in revenge for the death of Asahel,i Joab's brother.

				28 David heard about it later and said:"I and my kingdom are forever innocent before the Lord concerning the blood of Abner son of Ner. 29 May it hang over Joab's head and his father's whole house, and may the house of Joab never be without someone who has a discharge or a skin disease, or a man who can only work a spindle, j or someone who falls by the sword or starves." 30 Joab and his brother Abishai killed Abner because he had put their brother Asahel to death in the battle at Gibeon.

				31 David then ordered Joab and all the people who were with him,"Tear your clothes, put on •sackcloth, and mourn over Abner." And King David walked behind the funeral procession.k

				32 When they buried Abner in Hebron, the king wept aloud at Abner's tomb. All the people wept, 33 and the king sang a lament for Abner:

				

				Should Abner die as a fool dies?

				34 Your hands were not bound,

				your feet not placed in bronze shackles.

				You fell like one who falls victim to criminals.

				

				And all the people wept over him even more.

				35 Then they came to urge David to eat bread while it was still day, but David took an oath:"May God punish me and do so severely if I taste bread or anything else before sunset!" 36 All the people took note of this, and it pleased them. In fact, everything the king did pleased them. 37 On that day all the troops and all Israel were convinced that the king had no part in the killing of Abner son of Ner.

				38 Then the king said to his soldiers,"You must know that a great leader has fallen in Israel today. 39 As for me, even though I am the anointed king, I have little power today. These men, the sons of Zeruiah, are too fierce for me. May the Lord repay the evildoer according to his evil!"

				

	

The Assassination of Ish-bosheth

				4 When Saul's son Ish-bosheth heard that Abner had died in Hebron, his courage failed, and all Israel was dismayed. 2 Saul's son had two men who were leaders of raiding parties: one named Baanah and the other Rechab, sons of Rimmon the Beerothite of the Benjaminites. Beeroth is also considered part of Benjamin, 3 and the Beerothites fled to Gittaim and still live there as foreigners to this very day.

				4 Saul's son Jonathan had a son whose feet were crippled. He was five years old when the report about Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel. The one who had nursed himl picked him up and fled, but as she was hurrying to flee, he fell and became lame. His name was Mephibosheth.

				5 Rechab and Baanah, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, set out and arrived at Ish-bosheth's house during the heat of the day while the king was taking his midday nap. 6 They entered the interior of the house as if to get wheat and stabbed him in the stomach. Then Rechab and his brother Baanah escaped. 7 They had entered the house while Ish-bosheth was lying on his bed in his bedroom and stabbed and killed him. Then they beheaded him, took his head, and traveled by way of the •Arabah all night. 8 They brought Ish-bosheth's head to David at Hebron and said to the king,"Here's the head of Ish-bosheth son of Saul, your enemy who intended to take your life. Today the Lord has granted vengeance to my lord the king against Saul and his offspring."

				9 But David answered Rechab and his brother Baanah, sons of Rimmon the Beerothite,"As the Lord lives, the One who has redeemed my life from every distress, 10 when the person told me, 'Look, Saul is dead,' he thought he was a bearer of good news, but I seized him and put him to death at Ziklag. That was my reward to him for his news! 11 How much more when wicked men kill a righteous man in his own house on his own bed! So now, should I not require his blood from your hands and wipe you off the earth?"

				12 So David gave orders to the young men, and they killed Rechab and Baanah. They cut off their hands and feet and hung their bodies by the pool in Hebron, but they took Ish-bosheth's head and buried it in Abner's tomb in Hebron.

				

	

David, King of Israel

				5 All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said,"Here we are, your own flesh and blood.m2 Even while Saul was king over us, you were the one who led us out to battle and brought us back. The Lord also said to you, 'You will shepherd My people Israel and be ruler over Israel.'"

				3 So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron. King David made a covenant with them at Hebron in the Lord's presence, and they anointed David king over Israel.

				4 David was 30 years old when he began his reign; he reigned 40 years. 5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months, and in Jerusalem he reigned 33 years over all Israel and Judah.

				6 The king and his men marched to Jerusalem against the Jebusites who inhabited the land. The Jebusites had said to David:"You will never get in here. Even the blind and lame can repel you"; thinking,"David can't get in here."

				7 Yet David did capture the stronghold of •Zion, that is, the city of David. 8 He said that day,"Whoever attacks the Jebusites must go through the water shaft to reach the lame and the blind who are despised by David." n For this reason it is said,"The blind and the lame will never enter the house."o

				9 David took up residence in the stronghold, which he named the city of David. He built it up all the way around from the supporting terraces inward. 10 David became more and more powerful, and the Lord God of •Hosts was with him.11 King Hiram of Tyre sent envoys to David; he also sent cedar logs, carpenters, and stonemasons, and they built a palace for David. 12 Then David knew that the Lord had established him as king over Israel and had exalted his kingdom for the sake of His people Israel.

				13 After he arrived from Hebron, David took more concubines and wives from Jerusalem, and more sons and daughters were born to him. 14 These are the names of those born to him in Jerusalem: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 15 Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia, 16 Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet.

				17 When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed king over Israel, they all went in search of David, but he heard about it and went down to the stronghold. 18 So the Philistines came and spread out in the Valley of Rephaim.

				19 Then David inquired of the Lord:"Should I go to war against the Philistines? Will you hand them over to me?"

				The Lord replied to David,"Go, for I will certainly hand the Philistines over to you."

				20 So David went to Baal-perazim and defeated them there and said,"Like a bursting flood, the Lord has burst out against my enemies before me." Therefore, he named that place the Lord Bursts Out.p 21 The Philistines abandoned their idols there, and David and his men carried them off.

				22 The Philistines came up again and spread out in the Valley of Rephaim. 23 So David inquired of the Lord, and He answered,"Do not make a frontal assault. Circle around behind them and attack them opposite the balsam trees. 24 When you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the balsam trees, act decisively, for then the Lord will have marched out ahead of you to attack the camp of the Philistines." 25 So David did exactly as the Lord commanded him, and he struck down the Philistines all the way from Geba to Gezer.

				

	

David Moves the Ark

				6 David again assembled all the choice men in Israel, 30,000. 2 He and all his troops set out to bring the ark of God from Baale-judah. The ark is called by the Name, the name of •Yahweh of •Hosts who dwells between the •cherubim. 3 They set the ark of God on a new cart and transported it from Abinadab's house, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio,q sons of Abinadab, were guiding the cart 4 and brought it with the ark of God from Abinadab's house on the hill. Ahio walked in front of the ark. 5 David and the whole house of Israel were celebrating before the Lord with all kinds of fir wood instruments, r lyres, harps, tambourines, sistrums, and cymbals.

				6 When they came to Nacon's threshing floor, Uzzah reached out to the ark of God and took hold of it because the oxen had stumbled. 7 Then the Lord's anger burned against Uzzah, and God struck him dead on the spot for his irreverence, and he died there next to the ark of God. 8 David was angry because of the Lord's outburst against Uzzah, so he named that place an Outburst Against Uzzah,s as it is today. 9 David feared the Lord that day and said,"How can the ark of the Lord ever come to me?" 10 So he was not willing to move the ark of the Lord to the city of David; instead, he took it to the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 11 The ark of the Lord remained in his house three months, and the Lord blessed Obed-edom and his whole family.

				12 It was reported to King David:"The Lord has blessed Obed-edom's family and all that belongs to him because of the ark of God." So David went and had the ark of God brought up from Obed-edom's house to the city of David with rejoicing. 13 When those carrying the ark of the Lord advanced six steps, he sacrificed an ox and a fattened calf. 14 David was dancingt with all his might before the Lord wearing a linen •ephod. 15 He and the whole house of Israel were bringing up the ark of the Lord with shouts and the sound of the ram's horn. 16 As the ark of the Lord was entering the city of David, Saul's daughter Michal looked down from the window and saw King David leaping and dancing before the Lord, and she despised him in her heart.

				17 They brought the ark of the Lord and set it in its place inside the tent David had set up for it. Then David offered •burnt offerings and •fellowship offerings in the Lord's presence. 18 When David had finished offering the burnt offering and the fellowship offerings, he blessed the people in the name of Yahweh of Hosts. 19 Then he distributed a loaf of bread, a date cake, and a raisin cake to each one in the entire Israelite community, both men and women. Then all the people left, each to his own home.

				20 When David returned home to bless his household, Saul's daughter Michal came out to meet him."How the king of Israel honored himself today!" she said."He exposed himself today in the sight of the slave girls of his subjects like a vulgar person would expose himself."

				21 David replied to Michal,"I was dancing u before the Lord who chose me over your father and his whole family to appoint me ruler over the Lord's people Israel. I will celebrate before the Lord, 22 and I will humble myself even more and humiliate myself. v, w I will be honored by the slave girls you spoke about." 23 And Saul's daughter Michal had no child to the day of her death.

				

	

The Lord's Covenant with David

				7 When the king had settled into his palace and the Lord had given him rest on every side from all his enemies, 2 the king said to Nathan the prophet,"Look, I am living in a cedar house while the ark of God sits inside tent curtains."

				3 So Nathan told the king,"Go and do all that is on your heart, for the Lord is with you."

				4 But that night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5 "Go to My servant David and say, 'This is what the Lord says: Are you to build a house for Me to live in?6 From the time I brought the Israelites out of Egypt until today I have not lived in a house; instead, I have been moving around with a tent as My dwelling.7 In all My journeys with all the Israelites, have I ever asked anyone among the tribes of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd My people Israel: Why haven't you built Me a house of cedar? '

				8 "Now this is what you are to say to My servant David: 'This is what the Lord of •Hosts says: I took you from the pasture and from following the sheep to be ruler over My people Israel.9 I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have destroyed all your enemies before you. I will make a name for you like that of the greatest in the land.10 I will establish a place for My people Israel and plant them, so that they may live there and not be disturbed again. Evildoers will not afflict them as they have done 11 ever since the day I ordered judges to be over My people Israel. I will give you rest from all your enemies.

				" 'The Lord declares to you: The Lord Himself will make a house for you. 12 When your time comes and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up after you your descendant, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom.13 He will build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.14 I will be a father to him, and he will be a son to Me. When he does wrong, I will discipline him with a human rod and with blows from others. 15 But My faithful love will never leave him as I removed it from Saul; I removed him from your way.16 Your house and kingdom will endure before Me x forever, and your throne will be established forever.'"

				17 Nathan spoke all these words and this entire vision to David.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Sovereign Plan
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				#3 Though our journey through life includes many human factors, we must remember that God's sovereign plan for each one of us continues to unfold. 

				Even though God had rejected Saul as king of Israel because of his prideful and rebellious spirit and actions (1Sm 15:23), it took many years for God's sovereign plan to unfold. In fact, after Saul died on Mount Gilboa, David was able to serve as king only in Judah. It would be another seven and a half years before he became king of all Israel (2Sm 2:11). During that time, David made decisions that were unwise, selfish, and disastrous. 

				In spite of David's weaknesses and serious mistakes, God's sovereign plan of redemption continued to unfold. In chapter 7, we have what has come to be called the Davidic Covenant, which reiterates what God promised Abraham. While some elements of this covenant include David's son Solomon, there are elements that project ahead to the greater Son of David, Jesus Christ Himself (v. 16).

				Centuries later, after the Holy Spirit gave birth to the church, the apostle Peter preached a powerful sermon, interpreting what was happening. He in essence quoted David from Psalm 16:10-11:

				You will not leave me in Hades

				or allow Your Holy One to see decay. 

				You have revealed the paths of life to me;

				You will fill me with gladness

				in Your presence. (Ac 2:27-28)

				Peter concluded his powerful message, 

				Therefore let all the house of Israel know with certainty that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah! (Ac 2:36)

				Though God's sovereign plan to redeem sinful humanity involved people who were all seriously flawed as human beings—men like Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and David—the principle still applies to all believers who have put their faith in Jesus Christ. In spite of our mistakes, our failures, and our weaknesses, God is still in control. Though we are responsible for any decisions that are out of the will of God, His sovereign plan blends with our humanness, including our foolish and selfish actions. Thankfully, though we cannot comprehend this great antinomy, we can claim the eternal truth in Romans:

				We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God: those who are called according to His purpose. (Rm 8:28)  (See Gn #70:Understanding God's Purpose.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what circumstances is it often difficult to accept and believe that God is sovereign and that Romans 8:28 
is true?

				

				

	

David's Prayer of Thanksgiving

				18 Then King David went in, sat in the Lord's presence, and said,

				

				Who am I, Lord God, and what is my house that You have brought me this far? 19 What You have done so fary was a little thing to You, Lord God, for You have also spoken about Your servant's house in the distant future. And this is a revelationz for mankind, Lord God. 20 What more can David say to You? You know Your servant, Lord God. 21 Because of Your word and according to Your will, You have revealed all these great things to Your servant.

				

				22 This is why You are great, Lord God. There is no one like You, and there is no God besides You, as all we have heard confirms. 23 And who is like Your people Israel? God came to one nation on earth in order to redeem a people for Himself, to make a name for Himself, and to perform for them aa great and awesome acts, driving out nations and their gods before Your people You redeemed for Yourself from Egypt. 24 You established Your people Israel to be Your own people forever, and You, Lord, have become their God. (See Dt #10:Godly Fear.)

				

				25 Now, Lord God, fulfill the promise forever that You have made to Your servant and his house. Do as You have promised, 26 so that Your name will be exalted forever, when it is said,"The Lord of Hosts is God over Israel." The house of Your servant David will be established before You 27 since You, Lord of Hosts, God of Israel, have revealed this to Your servant when You said,"I will build a house for you." Therefore, Your servant has found the courage to pray this prayer to You. 28 Lord God, You are God; Your words are true, and You have promised this grace to Your servant. 29 Now, please bless Your servant's house so that it will continue before You forever. For You, Lord God, have spoken, and with Your blessing Your servant's house will be blessed forever.

				A Principle to Live By - Praying in God's Will
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				#4 To experience answered prayer, we are to align our praise and petitions with God's revealed 
will.

				After God revealed His will through Nathan the prophet, David responded by praying in harmony with what God had said (vv. 4-17,25-29).  (See Dn #12:A Model Prayer.)

				Prayer indeed is a divine mystery. It's clear that we are to pray, but we are to pray according to God's will. Consider the following references to prayer:

				
						You do not have because you do not ask. You ask and don't receive because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your evil desires. (Jms 4:2b-3) 

						Now this is the confidence we have before Him: Whenever we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears whatever we ask, we know that we have what we have asked Him for. (1Jn 5:14-15)  (See 1Jn #16:Effective Prayer.)

				

				Reflection and Response

				How should we respond to someone who asks,"If God is sovereign and knows everything ahead of time, why pray?"  (See Gn #49:The Human and Divine.)

				

				

	

David's Victories

				8 After this, David defeated the Philistines, subdued them, and took Metheg-ammahab from Philistine control. ac 2 He also defeated the Moabites, and after making them lie down on the ground, he measured them off with a cord. He measured every two cord lengths of those to be put to death and one length of those to be kept alive. So the Moabites became David's subjects and brought tribute.

				3 David also defeated Hadadezer son of Rehob, king of Zobah, who went to restore his control at the Euphrates River. 4 David captured 1,700 horsemen ad and 20,000 foot soldiers from him, and he hamstrung all the horses and kept 100 chariots.ae

				5 When the Arameans of Damascus came to assist King Hadadezer of Zobah, David struck down 22,000 Aramean men. 6 Then he placed garrisons in Aram of Damascus, and the Arameans became David's subjects and brought tribute. The Lord made David victorious wherever he went.

				7 David took the gold shields of Hadadezer's officers and brought them to Jerusalem. 8 King David also took huge quantities of bronze from Betah af and Berothai, Hadadezer's cities.

				9 When King Toi of Hamath heard that David had defeated the entire army of Hadadezer, 10 he sent his son Joram to King David to greet him and to congratulate him because David had fought against Hadadezer and defeated him, for Toi and Hadadezer had fought many wars. Joram had items of silver, gold, and bronze with him. 11 King David also dedicated these to the Lord, along with the silver and gold he had dedicated from all the nations he had subdued — 12 from Edom, ag Moab, the Ammonites, the Philistines, the Amalekites, and the spoil of Hadadezer son of Rehob, king of Zobah.

				13 David made a reputation for himself when he returned from striking down 18,000 Edomites ah in the Valley of Salt. 14 He placed garrisons throughout Edom, and all the Edomites were subject to David. The Lord made David victorious wherever he went.

				15 So David reigned over all Israel, administering justice and righteousness for all his people.

				

				16 Joab son of Zeruiah was over the army;

				Jehoshaphat son of Ahilud was court historian;

				17 Zadok son of Ahitub

				and Ahimelech son of Abiathar were priests;

				Seraiah was court secretary;

				18 Benaiah son of Jehoiada was over

				the Cherethites and the Pelethites;

				and David's sons were chief officials. ai

				

	

David's Kindness to Mephibosheth

				9 David asked,"Is there anyone remaining from Saul's family I can show kindness to because of Jonathan?"2 There was a servant of Saul's family named Ziba. They summoned him to David, and the king said to him,"Are you Ziba?"

				"I am your servant," he replied.

				3 So the king asked,"Is there anyone left of Saul's family that I can show the kindness of God to?"

				Ziba said to the king,"There is still Jonathan's son who was injured in both feet."

				4 The king asked him,"Where is he?"

				Ziba answered the king,"You'll find him in Lo-debar at the house of Machir son of Ammiel." 5 So King David had him brought from the house of Machir son of Ammiel in Lo-debar.

				6 Mephibosheth son of Jonathan son of Saul came to David, bowed down to the ground and paid homage. David said,"Mephibosheth!"

				"I am your servant," he replied.

				7 "Don't be afraid," David said to him,"since I intend to show you kindness because of your father Jonathan. I will restore to you all your grandfather Saul's fields, and you will always eat meals at my table."

				8 Mephibosheth bowed down and said,"What is your servant that you take an interest in a dead dog like me?"

				9 Then the king summoned Saul's attendant Ziba and said to him,"I have given to your master's grandson all that belonged to Saul and his family. 10 You, your sons, and your servants are to work the ground for him, and you are to bring in the crops so your master's grandson will have food to eat. But Mephibosheth, your master's grandson, is always to eat at my table." Now Ziba had 15 sons and 20 servants.

				11 Ziba said to the king,"Your servant will do all my lord the king commands."

				So Mephibosheth ate at David's aj table just like one of the king's sons. 12 Mephibosheth had a young son whose name was Mica. All those living in Ziba's house were Mephibosheth's servants. 13 However, Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem because he always ate at the king's table. His feet had been injured.

				A Principle to Live By - Reciprocal Ministry

				[image: Getz0310.png]

				#5 We should remember those who have had a special ministry in our lives.

				David never forgot what Jonathan had done for him. This is beautifully demonstrated when David honored his son, Mephibosheth (vv. 6-7). 

				When Paul wrote to the Romans, he remembered and honored a number of people who had ministered to him personally. One was Phoebe, a Gentile Christian who lived in Cenchreae, a few miles from Corinth. Listen to his words of appreciation:

				I commend to you our sister Phoebe, who is a servant of the church in Cenchreae. So you should welcome her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints and assist her in whatever matter she may require your help. For indeed she has been a benefactor of many—and of me also. (Rm 16:1-2) 

				Paul wanted everyone in Rome to know that Phoebe had helped him. We're not told how she helped, but perhaps she offered her home as a place to stay or as a place for the believers in Cenchreae to worship.  (See Ac #22:Reciprocal Generosity.)

				Reflection and Response

				Who are some of the individuals who have ministered to you in a special way and how can you minister to them—beginning today?

				

				

	

War with the Ammonites

				10 Some time later the king of the Ammonites died, and his son Hanun became king in his place. 2 Then David said,"I'll show kindness to Hanun son of Nahash, just as his father showed kindness to me."

				So David sent his emissaries to console Hanun concerning his father. However, when they arrived in the land of the Ammonites, 3 the Ammonite leaders said to Hanun their lord,"Just because David has sent men with condolences for you, do you really believe he's showing respect for your father? Instead, hasn't David sent his emissaries in order to scout out the city, spy on it, and demolish it?" 4 So Hanun took David's emissaries, shaved off half their beards, cut their clothes in half at the hips, and sent them away.

				5 When this was reported to David, he sent someone to meet them, since they were deeply humiliated. The king said,"Stay in Jericho until your beards grow back; then return."

				6 When the Ammonites realized they had become repulsive to David, they hired 20,000 foot soldiers from the Arameans of Beth-rehob and Zobah, 1,000 men from the king of Maacah, and 12,000 men from Tob.

				7 David heard about it and sent Joab and all the fighting men. 8 The Ammonites marched out and lined up in battle formation at the entrance to the city gate while the Arameans of Zobah and Rehob and the men of Tob and Maacah were in the field by themselves. 9 When Joab saw that there was a battle line in front of him and another behind him, he chose some men out of all the elite troops of Israel and lined up in battle formation to engage the Arameans. 10 He placed the rest of the forces under the command of his brother Abishai who lined up in battle formation to engage the Ammonites.

				11 "If the Arameans are too strong for me," Joab said,"then you will be my help. However, if the Ammonites are too strong for you, I'll come to help you. 12 Be strong! We must prove ourselves strong for our people and for the cities of our God. May the Lord's will be done."ak

				13 Joab and his troops advanced to fight against the Arameans, and they fled before him. 14 When the Ammonites saw that the Arameans had fled, they too fled before Abishai and entered the city. So Joab withdrew from the attack against the Ammonites and went to Jerusalem.

				15 When the Arameans saw that they had been defeated by Israel, they regrouped. 16 Hadadezer sent messengers to bring the Arameans who were across the Euphrates River, and they came to Helam with Shobach, commander of Hadadezer's army, leading them.

				17 When this was reported to David, he gathered all Israel, crossed the Jordan, and went to Helam. Then the Arameans lined up in formation to engage David in battle and fought against him. 18 But the Arameans fled before Israel, and David killed 700 of their charioteers and 40,000 foot soldiers. al He also struck down Shobach commander of their army, who died there. 19 When all the kings who were Hadadezer's subjects saw that they had been defeated by Israel, they made peace with Israel and became their subjects. After this, the Arameans were afraid to ever help the Ammonites again.

				

	

David's Adultery with Bathsheba

				11 In the spring when kings march out to war, David sent Joab with his officers and all Israel. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah, but David remained in Jerusalem.

				2 One evening David got up from his bed and strolled around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing — a very beautiful woman. 3 So David sent someone to inquire about her, and he reported,"This is Bathsheba, daughter of Eliam and wife of Uriah the Hittite." am

				A Principle to Live By - Vulnerability to Temptation
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				#6 When we are most vulnerable physically, emotionally, and spiritually, we must be on guard against Satan's attacks. 

				When David was tempted sexually, leading to an act of adultery, he was especially vulnerable:

				
						He had experienced an unprecedented period of success, personally and politically.

						He was idle, with little to do but relax and enjoy his position as king.

						He was king, able to do almost anything he wanted and get anything he desired.

						He had already violated God's law in multiplying wives and concubines (Dt 17:17). 

				

				The enemy of our soul tempted Jesus when He was vulnerable after having"fasted 40 days and 40 nights" (Mt 4:2). Satan tempted Him to turn stones into bread, to jump off of"the pinnacle of the temple," and to worship him (Satan). Jesus responded to each of these temptations with the Word of God (Mt 4:1-11).  (See Mt #5:The Power of Scripture.)

				Thankfully, we need not succumb to Satan's temptations. The apostle Paul wrote these reassuring words:

				No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to humanity. God is faithful, and He will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation He will also provide a way of escape so that you are able to bear it. (1Co 10:13)  (See 1Co #22:Lessons from Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though God provides a way of escape for every temptation, why is it so difficult to choose the escape route?

				

				4 David sent messengers to get her, and when she came to him, he slept with her. Now she had just been purifying herself from her uncleanness. Afterward, she returned home. 5 The woman conceived and sent word to inform David:"I am pregnant."

				A Principle to Live By - From Temptation to Sin
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				#7 We should take deliberate steps to keep sexual temptation from becoming sinful thoughts, attitudes, and actions. 

				We cannot fault David for being tempted emotionally and physically. The text is clear. Bathsheba was"a very beautiful woman" and his initial response was not an act of sin. However, when he lusted in his heart and deliberately sought her out for the purpose of having a sexual relationship, he grievously walked out of God's will. 

				Note the sequence:

				
						He saw a woman bathing (v. 2).

						He sent someone to inquire about her (v. 3).

						He sent messengers to get her (v. 4a).

						He slept with her (v. 4b).  (See Pr #13:Overcoming Sexual Temptation)

				

				David's sin illustrates what Jesus warned His disciples about in the Sermon on the Mount. This exhortation is directed at men since males are by nature more visually oriented: 

				You have heard that it was said, Do not commit adultery. But I tell you, everyone who looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. (Mt 5:27-28) 

				To be tempted is not a sin, but it can quickly lead to sin (Jms 1:14-15). Before David had ever engaged in the intimate physical act with Bathsheba, he had already committed adultery in his heart—certainly by the time he"sent someone to inquire about her" (2Sm 11:3).  (See Mt #10:Internalizing God's Word.)

				Reflection and Response

				What safeguards should both men and women put in place to avoid violating God's moral standard?  (See Gn #61:Overcoming Temptation.)

				

				6 David sent orders to Joab:"Send me Uriah the Hittite." So Joab sent Uriah to David. 7 When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab and the troops were doing and how the war was going. 8 Then he said to Uriah,"Go down to your house and wash your feet." So Uriah left the palace, and a gift from the king followed him. 9 But Uriah slept at the door of the palace with all his master's servants; he did not go down to his house.

				10 When it was reported to David,"Uriah didn't go home," David questioned Uriah,"Haven't you just come from a journey? Why didn't you go home?"

				11 Uriah answered David,"The ark, Israel, and Judah are dwelling in tents, and my master Joab and his soldiersan are camping in the open field. How can I enter my house to eat and drink and sleep with my wife? As surely as you live and by your life, I will not do this!"

				12 "Stay here today also," David said to Uriah,"and tomorrow I will send you back." So Uriah stayed in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13 Then David invited Uriah to eat and drink with him, and David got him drunk. He went out in the evening to lie down on his cot with his master's servants, but he did not go home.

				

	

Uriah's Death Arranged

				14 The next morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. 15 In the letter he wrote:

				

				Put Uriah at the front of the fiercest fighting, then withdraw from him so that he is struck down and dies.

				

				16 When Joab was besieging the city, he put Uriah in the place where he knew the best enemy soldiers were. 17 Then the men of the city came out and attacked Joab, and some of the men from David's soldiers fell in battle; Uriah the Hittite also died.

				18 Joab sent someone to report to David all the details of the battle. 19 He commanded the messenger,"When you've finished telling the king all the details of the battle — 20 if the king's anger gets stirred up and he asks you, 'Why did you get so close to the city to fight? Didn't you realize they would shoot from the top of the wall? 21 At Thebez, who struck Abimelech son of Jerubbesheth? ao Didn't a woman drop an upper millstone on him from the top of the wall so that he died? Why did you get so close to the wall? ' — then say, 'Your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.'" 22 Then the messenger left.

				When he arrived, he reported to David all that Joab had sent him to tell. 23 The messenger reported to David,"The men gained the advantage over us and came out against us in the field, but we counterattacked right up to the entrance of the gate. 24 However, the archers shot down on your soldiers from the top of the wall, and some of the king's soldiers died. Your servant Uriah the Hittite is also dead."

				25 David told the messenger,"Say this to Joab: 'Don't let this matter upset you because the sword devours all alike. Intensify your fight against the city and demolish it.' Encourage him."

				26 When Uriah's wife heard that her husband Uriah had died, she mourned for him.ap27 When the time of mourning ended, David had her brought to his house. She became his wife and bore him a son. However, the Lord considered what David had done to be evil.

				A Principle to Live By - Ongoing Moral Failure
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				#8 To avoid continued moral failures, we must openly acknowledge our sin. 

				When David discovered that Bathsheba was pregnant, rather than confessing his sin to God and his subjects, he took steps to cover it up. First, he arranged for Uriah, Bathsheba's husband, to have a break from the battle, encouraging him to spend an evening with his wife. Ironically, Uriah was so loyal to his commander and his fellow soldiers that he slept in the servants' quarters. So this scheme failed (vv. 6-11). 

				Second, David invited Uriah to stay an extra day and purposely gave him too much to drink, hoping he would stumble home and spend the night with Bathsheba. However, this scheme also failed (vv. 12-13). 

				Scheme three was diabolical. Panicked, David arranged to have Uriah"accidentally" killed in battle, thinking this would set him free in the eyes of his fellow Israelites to take Bathsheba as his legitimate wife (vv. 14-16). Sadly, David succeeded with this scheme.

				All through this evil process, David failed to acknowledge his sin. He knew he had violated God's laws, but he went into a state of denial and subconsciously justified his sin.

				This same process can happen to any Christian who does not acknowledge sin, repent, and become restored to fellowship with God. Like David, we too can move from knowing we have violated God's will to living in a state of denial. Instead, we must act on John's statements in his first Epistle:

				If we say,"We have no sin," we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say,"We don't have any sin," we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. (1Jn 1:8-10)  (See 1Jn #3:Practicing the Truth.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why are most of us tempted to cover our sinful actions even though we know we have violated God's laws?

				

				

	

Nathan's Parable and David's Repentance

				12 So the Lord sent Nathan to David. When he arrived, he said to him:

				

				There were two men in a certain city, one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had a large number of sheep and cattle, 3 but the poor man had nothing except one small ewe lamb that he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up, living with him and his children. It shared his meager food and drank from his cup; it slept in his arms, and it was like a daughter to him. 4 Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man could not bring himself to take one of his own sheep or cattle to prepare for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the poor man's lamb and prepared it for his guest.aq

				

				5 David was infuriated with the man and said to Nathan:"As the Lord lives, the man who did this deserves to die! 6 Because he has done this thing and shown no pity, he must pay four lambs for that lamb."

				7 Nathan replied to David,"You are the man! This is what the Lord God of Israel says: 'I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8 I gave your master's house to you and your master's wives into your arms,ar and I gave you the house of Israel and Judah, and if that was not enough, I would have given you even more. 9 Why then have you despised the command of the Lord by doing what I consider as evil? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife as your own wife — you murdered him with the Ammonite's sword. 10 Now therefore, the sword will never leave your house because you despised Me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own wife.'

				11 "This is what the Lord says, 'I am going to bring disaster on you from your own family: I will take your wives and give them to anotherat before your very eyes, and he will sleep with them publicly.au12 You acted in secret, but I will do this before all Israel and in broad daylight.'"av

				A Principle to Live By - Deceiving Ourselves
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				#9 We should be especially on guard against self-deception and rationalization when we fail morally.

				David not only stands out as a man who tried to cover his sin by deceiving others, but he eventually became terribly self-deceived. We see the depth of his self-deception when Nathan told David a simple story of a man who had lots of sheep and cattle, but who stole the only lamb a poor man had. We read that"David was infuriated" (v. 5) and stated that this man deserved death. Ironically, he was pronouncing judgment on himself for his sins of adultery and murder, which definitely called for the death sentence according to God's holy laws. All it took was one statement for Nathan to pull David's self-deceptive mask from his face:"You are the man!"(v. 7). 

				In the creation story, rationalization and self-deception were some of the first consequences of sin. Adam blamed Eve, and Eve in turn blamed Satan (Gn 3:12-13).  (See Gn #5:Avoiding Rationalization.)

				This principle, of course, applies to all behavior that is outside the will of God. David's actions demonstrate how quickly and deeply rationalization and self-deception can take over in the context of moral failure. 

				Paul addressed this issue. Though he may have been focusing on unbelievers, what he wrote applies to believers as well since he had just outlined a process for restoring Christians who have been"caught in any wrongdoing" (Gl 6:1-2). 

				Don't be deceived: God is not mocked. For whatever a man sows he will also reap, because the one who sows to his flesh will reap corruption from the flesh, but the one who sows to the Spirit will reap eternal life from the Spirit (Gl 6:7-8).

				Reflection and Response

				Since moral failure can lead so quickly to self-deception, how can Christians avoid entering this subconscious state of denial?  (Review 2 Sm #8: Ongoing Moral Failure)

				

				13 David responded to Nathan,"I have sinned against the Lord."

				Then Nathan replied to David,"The Lord has taken away your sin; you will not die.14 However, because you treated aw the Lord with such contempt in this matter, the son born to you will die."15 Then Nathan went home.

				

	

The Death of Bathsheba's Son

				The Lord struck the baby that Uriah's wife had borne to David, and he became ill. 16 David pleaded with God for the boy. He fasted, went home, and spent the night lying on the ground. 17 The elders of his house stood beside him to get him up from the ground, but he was unwilling and would not eat anything with them.

				18 On the seventh day the baby died. But David's servants were afraid to tell him the baby was dead. They said,"Look, while the baby was alive, we spoke to him, and he wouldn't listen to us. So how can we tell him the baby is dead? He may do something desperate."

				19 When David saw that his servants were whispering to each other, he guessed that the baby was dead. So he asked his servants,"Is the baby dead?"

				"He is dead," they replied.

				20 Then David got up from the ground. He washed, anointed himself, changed his clothes, went to the Lord's house, and worshiped. Then he went home and requested something to eat. So they served him food, and he ate.

				21 His servants asked him,"What did you just do? While the baby was alive, you fasted and wept, but when he died, you got up and ate food."

				22 He answered,"While the baby was alive, I fasted and wept because I thought, 'Who knows? The Lord may be gracious to me and let him live.' 23 But now that he is dead, why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I'll go to him, but he will never return to me."

				A Principle to Live By - The Consequences of Sin
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				#10 Though the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ cleanses us from all our sins, we should not expect all negative consequences to suddenly disappear.

				According to the law God gave to Moses on Mount Sinai, David should have been put to death for adultery and murder (Lv 20:10; 24:17). However, God forgave David because of his repentant and remorseful heart. Even in this Old Testament setting, we see God's grace shine through in His dealings with His children.  (See Ps #49:Authentic Repentance.)

				Even though God forgave David, there were still serious consequences. Those who were affected the most were his own family members, just as Nathan had prophesied (2Sm 12:10):

				
						The child who was born to Bathsheba died, causing David terrible grief 
(vv. 15-20).

						David's son Amnon raped his half-sister, Tamar (13:1-20).

						To avenge his sister, Absalom murdered Amnon (13:21-39). 

						Absalom rebelled against David and turned Israel against his own father (15:1-14). 

						While attempting to murder his own father, Absalom lost his life (18:15).

						Even Solomon, who succeeded David as the king of Israel, disobeyed God in many of the same areas as his father.

				

				Yes, God forgave David and preserved his life, but what a horrible price to pay for a moment of pleasure! 
(See 1Ch #3: Sin's Consequences, p. 516.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the consequences we should expect even from minor failures in our lives, and how can we keep them from sidetracking us from doing God's will once we've experienced His unconditional forgiveness? (See Eph 4:20-24; 1Jn 1:9.)  (See Eph #10:Walking in Newness of Life.)

				

				

	

The Birth of Solomon

				24 Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba; he went and slept with her. She gave birth to a son and named ax him Solomon. The Lord loved him, 25 and He sent a message through Nathan the prophet, who nameday him Jedidiah, because of the Lord.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Unconditional Love
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				#11 Once we acknowledge our sins and experience God's forgiveness, we should move forward in our lives, relying on God's unconditional love. 

				Even though David's sins were horribly flagrant, because of his repentant and broken heart, God forgave him and didn't forsake him as the king of Israel. Furthermore, He blessed his relationship with Bathsheba even though they both had violated God's law.

				Writing to Timothy, Paul underscored what he called this"trustworthy" truth:"if we are faithless, He remains faithful" (2Tm 2:11,13). Though this passage was referring primarily to the gift of eternal life, it also affirms that God continues to bless us with His presence in the here and now when we acknowledge our sins. 

				There are consequences from some sins that can never be undone. David could not bring Uriah back to life and see Bathsheba's marriage restored. Similarly, there are many divorces today where one or both parties are out of the will of God and which ultimately result in new marriages. Regardless of the painful consequences, we can apply this Principle to Live By and experience continued blessings.  (See Gn #31:Acting Responsibly.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it often difficult for Christians to accept God's forgiveness?

				

				

	

Capture of the City of Rabbah

				26 Joab fought against Rabbah of the Ammonites and captured the royal fortress. 27 Then Joab sent messengers to David to say,"I have fought against Rabbah and have also captured the water supply. 28 Now therefore, assemble the rest of the troops, lay siege to the city, and capture it. Otherwise I will be the one to capture the city, and it will be named after me." 29 So David assembled all the troops and went to Rabbah; he fought against it and captured it. 30 He took the crown from the head of their king, az and it was placed on David's head. The crown weighed 75 poundsba of gold, and it had a precious stone in it. In addition, David took away a large quantity of plunder from the city. 31 He removed the people who were in the city and put them to work with saws, iron picks, and iron axes, and to labor at brickmaking. He did the same to all the Ammonite cities. Then he and all his troops returned to Jerusalem.

				

	

Amnon Rapes Tamar

				13 Some time passed. David's son Absalom had a beautiful sister named Tamar, and David's son Amnon was infatuated with her. 2 Amnon was frustrated to the point of making himself sick over his sister Tamar because she was a virgin, but it seemed impossible to do anything to her. 3 Amnon had a friend named Jonadab, a son of David's brother Shimeah. Jonadab was a very shrewd man, 4 and he asked Amnon,"Why are you, the king's son, so miserable every morning? Won't you tell me?"

				Amnon replied,"I'm in love with Tamar, my brother Absalom's sister."

				5 Jonadab said to him,"Lie down on your bed and pretend you're sick. When your father comes to see you, say to him, 'Please let my sister Tamar come and give me something to eat. Let her prepare food in my presence so I can watch and eat from her hand.'"

				6 So Amnon lay down and pretended to be sick. When the king came to see him, Amnon said to him,"Please let my sister Tamar come and make a couple of cakes in my presence so I can eat from her hand."

				7 David sent word to Tamar at the palace:"Please go to your brother Amnon's house and prepare a meal for him."

				8 Then Tamar went to his house while Amnon was lying down. She took dough, kneaded it, made cakes in his presence, and baked them. 9 She brought the pan and set it down in front of him, but he refused to eat. Amnon said,"Everyone leave me!" And everyone left him. 10 "Bring the meal to the bedroom," Amnon told Tamar,"so I can eat from your hand." Tamar took the cakes she had made and went to her brother Amnon's bedroom. 11 When she brought them to him to eat, he grabbed her and said,bb"Come sleep with me, my sister!"

				12 "Don't, my brother!" she cried."Don't humiliate me, for such a thing should never be done in Israel. Don't do this horrible thing! 13 Where could I ever go with my disgrace? And you — you would be like one of the immoral men in Israel! Please, speak to the king, for he won't keep me from you." 14 But he refused to listen to her, and because he was stronger than she was, he raped her.

				15 After this, Amnon hated Tamar with such intensity that the hatred he hated her with was greater than the love he had loved her with."Get out of here!" he said.

				16 "No," she cried,bc"sending me away is much worse than the great wrong you've already done to me!" But he refused to listen to her. 17 Instead, he called to the servant who waited on him:"Throw this woman out and bolt the door behind her!" 18 Amnon's servant threw her out and bolted the door behind her. Now Tamar was wearing a long-sleevedbd garment, because this is what the king's virgin daughters wore. 19 Tamar put ashes on her head and tore the long-sleeved garment she was wearing. She put her hand on her head and went away crying out.

				A Principle to Live By - Love or Lust
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				#12 Men particularly must learn to distinguish between unselfish, unconditional love and selfish, conditional lust.

				David's firstborn son desired an incestuous relationship, which God had clearly forbidden (Lv 18:9,11; 20:17). Then Amnon added sin upon sin by tricking his half-sister and raping her. And once he achieved his insidious goal, Amnon's lust turned to hate. In fact, when he commanded his servant to throw Tamar out of the room and to bolt the door, the tone in Hebrew is the same as telling someone to throw out the trash (2Sm 13:17)! 

				Though this principle may apply especially to men, we mustn't forget that Potiphar's wife demonstrated the same kind of behavior. She was sexually obsessed with Joseph, and when he refused her daily overtures, her intense desire turned to hate and anger. She charged Joseph with rape and had him jailed (Gn 39:7-20). 

				When sin entered the world in the Garden of Eden, it distorted all aspects of the relationship between a man and a woman, and the sexual component has probably been impacted the most. Even among Christians, there is a fine line between sexual desire motivated purely by selfishness and true love that is selfless. This is why Paul admonished husbands to love their wives as Christ loves all of us and"gave Himself for us" (Eph 5:2; see also 
v. 25). John applied this Christlike love to our human relationships:

				This is how we have come to know love: He laid down His life for us. We should also lay down our lives for our brothers. (1Jn 3:16)  (See Mt #10:Internalizing God's Word.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it easy to allow selfishness to impact our intimate relationships with our spouses, even though we are Christians?

				

				20 Her brother Absalom said to her:"Has your brother Amnon been with you? Be quiet for now, my sister. He is your brother. Don't take this thing to heart." So Tamar lived as a desolate woman in the house of her brother Absalom.

				

	

Absalom Murders Amnon

				21 When King David heard about all these things, he was furious. be22 Absalom didn't say anything to Amnon, either good or bad, because he hated Amnon since he disgraced his sister Tamar.

				23 Two years later, Absalom's sheepshearers were at Baal-hazor near Ephraim, and Absalom invited all the king's sons. 24 Then he went to the king and said,"Your servant has just hired sheepshearers. Will the king and his servants please come with your servant?"

				25 The king replied to Absalom,"No, my son, we should not all go, or we would be a burden to you." Although Absalom urged him, he wasn't willing to go, though he did bless him.

				26 "If not," Absalom said,"please let my brother Amnon go with us."

				The king asked him,"Why should he go with you?" 27 But Absalom urged him, so he sent Amnon and all the king's sons. bf

				28 Now Absalom commanded his young men,"Watch Amnon until he is in a good mood from the wine. When I order you to strike Amnon, then kill him. Don't be afraid. Am I not the one who has commanded you? Be strong and courageous!"29 So Absalom's young men did to Amnon just as Absalom had commanded. Then all the rest of the king's sons got up, and each fled on his mule.

				30 While they were on the way, a report reached David:"Absalom struck down all the king's sons; not even one of them survived!" 31 In response the king stood up, tore his clothes, and lay down on the ground, and all his servants stood by with their clothes torn.

				32 But Jonadab, son of David's brother Shimeah, spoke up:"My lord must not think they have killed all the young men, the king's sons, because only Amnon is dead. In fact, Absalom has planned thisbg ever since the day Amnon disgraced his sister Tamar. 33 So now, my lord the king, don't take seriously the report that says all the king's sons are dead. Only Amnon is dead."

				A Principle to Live By - Sinful Anger

				[image: Getz0318.png]

				#13 We are not to harbor intense anger and hatred in our hearts since it can lead to terrible acts of sin. 

				Absalom's anger is understandable. However, his feelings of resentment toward Amnon continued to smolder until they erupted and led to another tragic murder. Absalom had no doubt committed murder in his heart long before he actually commanded his attendants to carry it out. Jesus made it clear that the act of murder begins in the heart (Mt 5:21-22). 

				The apostle John also addressed this issue, explaining that hatred distorts our thinking and our ability to view things clearly:

				But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness, walks in the darkness, and doesn't know where he's going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes. (1Jn 2:11) 

				John equated this kind of hatred with murder in and of itself:

				Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life residing in him. (1Jn 3:15) 

				We must, of course, understand that normal feelings of anger are not in the same category as this kind of intense hatred. Angry feelings are normal emotions, just like feelings of elation. However, when we allow anger to continue and intensify, it can lead to acts of sin. This is why Paul wrote,

				Be angry and do not sin. Don't let the sun go down on your anger, and don't give the Devil an opportunity. 
(Eph 4:26-27)  (See Gn #7:Sinful Anger.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we keep normal and appropriate anger from becoming vindictive, causing us to hurt people in ways that violate God's will for our lives?  (See Pr #27:Mature Perceptions.)

				

				34 Meanwhile, Absalom had fled. When the young man who was standing watch looked up, there were many people coming from the road west of him from the side of the mountain. bh 35 Jonadab said to the king,"Look, the king's sons have come! It's exactly like your servant said." 36 Just as he finished speaking, the king's sons entered and wept loudly. Then the king and all his servants also wept bitterly.

				37 Now Absalom fled and went to Talmai son of Ammihud, king of Geshur. And David mourned for his son every day. 38 Absalom had fled and gone to Geshur where he stayed three years. 39 Then King David bi longed to go to Absalom, for David had finished grieving over Amnon's death.

				A Principle to Live By - Parental Rationalization 

				[image: Getz0319.png]

				#14 When disciplining children, parents should not allow their judgment to become distorted by their own sins.

				At this point, we must look at the larger picture: 

				
						When David heard that Amnon raped Tamar,"he was furious" (v. 21). However, he may have been thinking,"How can I discipline Amnon since I committed an immoral act myself?" 

						When Absalom had Amnon murdered, David"wept bitterly" (v. 36). However, he may have been thinking,"How can I punish Absalom for his sin when I also committed murder?"

						Ironically, when David should have disciplined his sons, he may have been thinking,"Since God has forgiven me, shouldn't I forgive my sons of their sins?" 

				

				It's easy to understand why David's thinking became distorted and caused him to become irresponsible in applying God's standard of discipline. Not dealing with these acts of evil only added to the king's misery. Tragically, Absalom went from bad to worse!

				As Christian parents who may have failed God in the past, we must understand that it's God's will—regardless of our failures—that we become good managers of our own families. In fact, this is one of the qualifications for leadership in the church. Paul said an elder must be"one who manages his own household competently, having his children under control with all dignity" (1Tm 3:4). He then added,

				If anyone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of God's church? 
(1Tm 3:5)  (See Gn #55:Generational Mistakes.)

				Obviously, many of those who became leaders in the New Testament setting had failed God miserably. But with forgiveness comes a new start, including the responsibility to discipline our children—even in areas where we have also failed.  (See Ti #2:Interpreting Scripture Accurately.)

				Reflection and Response

				As parents, how can we help our children understand and accept our responsibility to discipline them in areas where we have failed to obey God ourselves?

				

				

	

Absalom Restored to David

				14 Joab son of Zeruiah observed that the king's mind was on Absalom. 2 So Joab sent someone to Tekoa to bring a clever woman from there. He told her,"Pretend to be in mourning: dress in mourning clothes and don't put on any oil. Act like a woman who has been mourning for the dead for a long time. 3 Go to the king and speak these words to him." Then Joab told her exactly what to say.

				4 When the woman from Tekoa came bj to the king, she fell with her face to the ground in homage and said,"Help me, my king!"

				5 "What's the matter?" the king asked her.

				"To tell the truth, I am a widow; my husband died," she said. 6 "Your servant had two sons. They were fighting in the field with no one to separate them, and one struck the other and killed him. 7 Now the whole clan has risen up against your servant and said, 'Hand over the one who killed his brother so we may put him to death for the life of the brother he murdered. We will destroy the heir! ' They would extinguish my one remaining ember by not preserving my husband's name or posterity on earth."

				8 The king told the woman,"Go home. I will issue a command on your behalf."

				9 Then the woman of Tekoa said to the king,"My lord the king, may any blame be on me and my father's house, and may the king and his throne be innocent."

				10 "Whoever speaks to you," the king said,"bring him to me. He will not trouble you again!"

				11 She replied,"Please, may the king invoke the Lord your God, so that the avenger of blood will not increase the loss, and they will not eliminate my son!"

				"As the Lord lives," he vowed,"not a hair of your son will fall to the ground."

				12 Then the woman said,"Please, may your servant speak a word to my lord the king?"

				"Speak," he replied.

				13 The woman asked,"Why have you devised something similar against the people of God? When the king spoke as he did about this matter, he has pronounced his own •guilt. The king has not brought back his own banished one. 14 We will certainly die and be like water poured out on the ground, which can't be recovered. But God would not take away a life; He would devise plans so that the one banished from Him does not remain banished.

				15 "Now therefore, I've come to present this matter to my lord the king because the people have made me afraid. Your servant thought: I must speak to the king. Perhaps the king will grant his servant's request. 16 The king will surely listen in order to rescue his servant from the hand of this man who would eliminate both me and my son from God's inheritance. 17 Your servant thought: May the word of my lord the king bring relief, for my lord the king is able to discern the good and the bad like the Angel of God. May the Lord your God be with you."

				18 Then the king answered the woman,"I'm going to ask you something; don't conceal it from me!"

				"Let my lord the king speak," the woman replied.

				19 The king asked,"Did Joab put you up tobk all this?"

				The woman answered."As you live, my lord the king, no one can turn to the right or left from all my lord the king says. Yes, your servant Joab is the one who gave orders to me; he told your servant exactly what to say. 20 Joab your servant has done this to address the issue indirectly,bl but my lord has wisdom like the wisdom of the Angel of God, knowing everything on earth."

				21 Then the king said to Joab,"I hereby grant this request. Go, bring back the young man Absalom."

				22 Joab fell with his face to the ground in homage and praised the king."Today," Joab said,"your servant knows I have found favor with you, my lord the king, because the king has granted the request of your servant."

				23 So Joab got up, went to Geshur, and brought Absalom to Jerusalem. 24 However, the king added,"He may return to his house, but he may not see my face." So Absalom returned to his house, but he did not see the king.bm

				25 No man in all Israel was as handsome and highly praised as Absalom. From the sole of his foot to the top of his head, he did not have a single flaw. 26 When he shaved his head — he shaved it every year because his hair got so heavy for him that he had to shave it off — he would weigh the hair from his head and it would be five poundsbn according to the royal standard.

				27 Three sons were born to Absalom, and a daughter named Tamar, who was a beautiful woman. 28 Absalom resided in Jerusalem two years but never saw the king. 29 Then Absalom sent for Joab in order to send him to the king, but Joab was unwilling to come. So he sent again, a second time, but he still wouldn't come. 30 Then Absalom said to his servants,"See, Joab has a field right next to mine, and he has barley there. Go and set fire to it!" So Absalom's servants set the field on fire. bo

				31 Then Joab came to Absalom's house and demanded,"Why did your servants set my field on fire?"

				32 "Look," Absalom explained to Joab,"I sent for you and said, 'Come here. I want to send you to the king to ask: Why have I come back from Geshur? I'd be better off if I were still there.' So now, let me see the king. If I am guilty, let him kill me."

				33 Joab went to the king and told him. So David summoned Absalom, who came to the king and bowed down with his face to the ground before him. Then the king kissed Absalom.

				A Principle to Live By - Strengths and Weaknesses
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				#15 No matter who we are or what our circumstances, we must be cautious so that our greatest strengths do not become our greatest weaknesses. 

				David's strengths are obvious. Down deep, he was indeed a man after God's heart. He believed in justice. He defended the Lord's name. He was deeply sensitive. He would not lift a finger against Saul even though the king had tried to kill him. He was a loyal friend. 

				However, his sensitive spirit and sense of loyalty became his weakness, particularly in dealing with his children. Not only did he withhold proper discipline from Absalom for killing Amnon, he restored him to a prominent position in Jerusalem, opening the door for an incredible act of betrayal. David also listened to some poor advice from Joab, his kinsman and long-time military leader (vv. 1-22). 

				As New Testament believers, this is why we all need each other. We are vulnerable when it comes to subjective thoughts and actions. Because of this, we need mutual encouragement and mutual admonishment. Paul underscored this point:

				My brothers, I myself am convinced about you that you also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able to instruct one another. (Rm 15:14)  (See Rm #31:Two-Dimensional Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what other specific ways can our strengths become weaknesses in our various relationships in life, and what specific precautions should we take to avoid this human tendency?  (See 2Kg #22:A Strength Becomes a Weakness.)

				

				

	

Absalom's Revolt

				15 After this, Absalom got himself a chariot, horses, and 50 men to run before him. 2 He would get up early and stand beside the road leading to the city •gate. Whenever anyone had a grievance to bring before the king for settlement, Absalom called out to him and asked,"What city are you from?" If he replied,"Your servant is from one of the tribes of Israel," 3 Absalom said to him,"Look, your claims are good and right, but the king does not have anyone to listen to you." 4 He added,"If only someone would appoint me judge in the land. Then anyone who had a grievance or dispute could come to me, and I would make sure he received justice." 5 When a person approached to bow down to him, Absalom reached out his hand, took hold of him, and kissed him. 6 Absalom did this to all the Israelites who came to the king for a settlement. So Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel.

				7 When four bp years had passed, Absalom said to the king,"Please let me go to Hebron to fulfill a vow I made to the Lord. 8 For your servant made a vow when I lived in Geshur of Aram, saying: If the Lord really brings me back to Jerusalem, I will worship the Lord in Hebron." bq

				9 "Go in peace," the king said to him. So he went to Hebron.

				10 Then Absalom sent messengers throughout the tribes of Israel with this message:"When you hear the sound of the ram's horn, you are to say, 'Absalom has become king in Hebron! '"

				11 Two hundred men from Jerusalem went with Absalom. They had been invited and were going innocently, for they knew nothing about the whole matter. 12 While he was offering the sacrifices, Absalom sent for David's adviser Ahithophel the Gilonite, from his city of Giloh. So the conspiracy grew strong, and the people supporting Absalom continued to increase.

				13 Then an informer came to David and reported,"The hearts of the men of Israel are with Absalom."

				A Principle to Live By - Ultimate Betrayal
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				#16 When we are betrayed by those we have trusted, we must remember that the Lord Jesus Christ identifies with our disappointment and pain. 

				What Absalom did to his father is an incredible act of betrayal. Unfortunately, many in Israel became a part of a growing conspiracy against the king, swayed by Absalom's smooth words, suave actions, and impressive physical appearance (14:25).

				Our Savior experienced the ultimate in betrayal when He chose Judas, who betrayed Him with a kiss (Mt 26:47-49). When this happens to us—and it will to one degree or another—we must remember that we have a great high priest who can identify with our disappointment and our pain, and He is waiting to respond to our prayers for help and encouragement.

				For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tested in every way as we are, yet without sin. Therefore let us approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us at the proper time. (Heb 4:15-16)  (See Heb #8:Our Great High Priest.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the safeguards we need to have in place to avoid being betrayed, and what should our attitudes be when it happens?  (See 2Tm #11:A Loyal Friend.)

				

				14 David said to all the servants with him in Jerusalem,"Get up. We have to flee, or we will not escape from Absalom! Leave quickly, or he will soon overtake us, heap disaster on us, and strike the city with the edge of the sword."

				15 The king's servants said to him,"Whatever my lord the king decides, we are your servants." 16 Then the king set out, and his entire household followed him. But he left behind 10 concubines to take care of the palace. 17 So the king set out, and all the people followed him. They stopped at the last house 18 while all his servants marched past him. Then all the Cherethites, the Pelethites, and the Gittites — 600 men who came with him from Gath — marched past the king.

				19 The king said to Ittai the Gittite,"Why are you also going with us? Go back and stay with the new king since you're both a foreigner and an exile from your homeland. 20 Besides, you only arrived yesterday; should I make you wander around with us today while I go wherever I can? Go back and take your brothers with you. May the Lord show you kindness and faithfulness."

				21 But in response, Ittai vowed to the king,"As the Lord lives and as my lord the king lives, wherever my lord the king is, whether it means life or death, your servant will be there!"

				22 "March on," David replied to Ittai. So Ittai the Gittite marched past with all his men and the children who were with him. 23 Everyone in the countryside was weeping loudly while all the people were marching past. As the king was crossing the Kidron Valley, all the people were marching past on the road that leads to the desert.

				24 Zadok was also there, and all the Levites with him were carrying the ark of the covenant of God. They set the ark of God down, and Abiathar offered sacrificesbr until the people had finished marching past. 25 Then the king instructed Zadok,"Return the ark of God to the city. If I find favor in the Lord's eyes, He will bring me back and allow me to see both it and its dwelling place. 26 However, if He should say, 'I do not delight in you,' then here I am — He can do with me whatever pleases Him."bs

				27 The king also said to Zadok the priest,"Look, bt return to the city in peace and your two sons with you: your son Ahimaaz and Abiathar's son Jonathan. 28 Remember, I'll wait at the fords of the wilderness until word comes from you to inform me." 29 So Zadok and Abiathar returned the ark of God to Jerusalem and stayed there.

				30 David was climbing the slope of the Mount of Olives, weeping as he ascended. His head was covered, and he was walking barefoot. Each of the people with him covered their heads and went up, weeping as they ascended.

				31 Then someone reported to David:"Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom."

				"Lord," David pleaded,"please turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness!"

				32 When David came to the summit where he used to worship God, Hushai the Archite was there to meet him with his robe torn and dust on his head. 33 David said to him,"If you go away with me, you'll be a burden to me, 34 but if you return to the city and tell Absalom, 'I will be your servant, my king! Previously, I was your father's servant, but now I will be your servant,' then you can counteract Ahithophel's counsel for me. 35 Won't Zadok and Abiathar the priests be there with you? Report everything you hear from the king's palace to Zadok and Abiathar the priests. 36 Take note: their two sons, Zadok's son Ahimaaz and Abiathar's son Jonathan, are there with them. Send me everything you hear through them." 37 So Hushai, David's personal adviser, entered Jerusalem just as Absalom was entering the city.

				

	

Ziba Helps David

				16 When David had gone a little beyond the summit, Ziba, Mephibosheth's servant, was right there to meet him. He had a pair of saddled donkeys loaded with 200 loaves of bread, 100 clusters of raisins, 100 bunches of summer fruit, and a skin of wine. 2 The king said to Ziba,"Why do you have these?"

				Ziba answered,"The donkeys are for the king's household to ride, the bread and summer fruit are for the young men to eat, and the wine is for those to drink who become exhausted in the desert."

				3 "Where is your master's grandson?" the king asked.

				"Why, he's staying in Jerusalem," Ziba replied to the king,"for he said, 'Today, the house of Israel will restore my grandfather's kingdom to me.'"

				4 The king said to Ziba,"All that belongs to Mephibosheth is now yours!"

				"I bow before you," Ziba said."May you look favorably on me, my lord the king!"

				

	

Shimei Curses David

				5 When King David got to Bahurim, a man belonging to the family of the house of Saul was just coming out. His name was Shimei son of Gera, and he was yelling curses as he approached. 6 He threw stones at David and at all the royalbu servants, the people and the warriors on David's right and left. 7 Shimei said as he cursed:"Get out, get out, you worthless murderer! 8 The Lord has paid you back for all the blood of the house of Saul in whose place you became king, and the Lord has handed the kingdom over to your son Absalom. Look, you are in trouble because you're a murderer!"

				9 Then Abishai son of Zeruiah said to the king,"Why should this dead dog curse my lord the king? Let me go over and cut his head off!"

				10 The king replied,"Sons of Zeruiah, do we agree on anything? He curses me this way because the Lord bv told him, 'Curse David! ' Therefore, who can say, 'Why did you do that? '" 11 Then David said to Abishai and all his servants,"Look, my own son, my own flesh and blood,bw intends to take my life — how much more now this Benjaminite! Leave him alone and let him curse me; the Lord has told him to. 12 Perhaps the Lord will see my affliction bx and restore goodness to me instead of Shimei's curses today." 13 So David and his men proceeded along the road as Shimei was going along the ridge of the hill opposite him. As Shimei went, he cursed David, and threw stones and dirt at him. 14 Finally, the king and all the people with him arrived by exhausted, so they rested there.

				A Principle to Live By - Accepting God's Discipline
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				#17 When we reap the consequences of our sinful actions, we must willingly accept this as God's discipline. 

				When Absalom succeeded in winning the hearts of many in Israel and in driving his father out of Jerusalem, David faced another very difficult situation. Shimei, who belonged to the family of the house of Saul, met David on the road and threw stones at him and his royal entourage. He also cursed the king, using some very harsh words (16:7-8). 

				Abishai, one of David's loyal soldiers, wanted to kill Shimei. However, David recognized in Shimei the hand of God. He accepted the discipline with grace and dignity, and later when he was restored to his position as king, he freely forgave his persecutor (19:18-23). 

				There are times when God allows difficult circumstances to come into our lives as fatherly discipline. When it happens, we should meditate carefully on the following words:

				My son, do not take the Lord's discipline lightly or faint when you are reproved by Him, for the Lord disciplines the one He loves and punishes every son He receives. Endure suffering as discipline: God is dealing with you as sons. For what son is there that a father does not discipline? (Heb 12:5b-7; see also Pr 3:11-12.)  (See Heb #19:God's Discipline.)

				Reflection and Response

				How should we view difficult and painful circumstances in our lives, even if we cannot discern any specific correlation between these events and any sinful actions on our part?  (See Jms #1:Persecution and Trials.)

				

				

	

Absalom's Advisers

				15 Now Absalom and all the Israelites came to Jerusalem. Ahithophel was also with him. 16 When David's friend Hushai the Archite came to Absalom, Hushai said to Absalom,"Long live the king! Long live the king!"

				17 "Is this your loyalty to your friend?" Absalom asked Hushai."Why didn't you go with your friend?"

				18 "Not at all," Hushai answered Absalom."I am on the side of the one that the Lord, the people, and all the men of Israel have chosen. I will stay with him. 19 Furthermore, whom will I serve if not his son? As I served in your father's presence, I will also serve in yours."

				20 Then Absalom said to Ahithophel,"Give me your advice. What should we do?"

				21 Ahithophel replied to Absalom,"Sleep with your father's concubines he left to take care of the palace. When all Israel hears that you have become repulsive to your father, everyone with you will be encouraged." 22 So they pitched a tent for Absalom on the roof, and he slept with his father's concubines in the sight of all Israel.

				23 Now the advice Ahithophel gave in those days was like someone asking about a word from God — such was the regard that both David and Absalom had for Ahithophel's advice.  

				171 Ahithophel said to Absalom,"Let me choose 12,000 men, and I will set out in pursuit of David tonight. 2 I will attack him while he is weak and weary, throw him into a panic, and all the people with him will scatter. I will strike down only the king 3 and bring all the people back to you. When everyone returns except the man you're seeking, all bz the people will be at peace." 4 This proposal seemed good to Absalom and all the elders of Israel.

				5 Then Absalom said,"Summon Hushai the Archite also. Let's hear what he has to say as well."

				6 So Hushai came to Absalom, and Absalom told him:"Ahithophel offered this proposal. Should we carry out his proposal? If not, what do you say?"

				7 Hushai replied to Absalom,"The advice Ahithophel has given this time is not good." 8 Hushai continued,"You know your father and his men. They are warriors and are desperate like a wild bear robbed of her cubs. Your father is an experienced soldier who won't spend the night with the people. 9 He's probably already hiding in one of the cavesca or some other place. If some of our troops fallcb first, someone is sure to hear and say, 'There's been a slaughter among the people who follow Absalom.' 10 Then, even a brave man with the heart of a lion will melt because all Israel knows that your father and the valiant men with him are warriors. 11 Instead, I advise that all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba — as numerous as the sand by the sea — be gathered to you and that you personally go into battle. 12 Then we will attack David wherever we find him, and we will descend on him like dew on the ground. Not even one will be left of all the men with him. 13 If he retreats to some city, all Israel will bring ropes to that city, and we will drag its stones into the valley until not even a pebble can be found there." 14 Since the Lord had decreed that Ahithophel's good advice be undermined in order to bring about Absalom's ruin, Absalom and all the men of Israel said,"The advice of Hushai the Archite is better than Ahithophel's advice."

				

	

David Informed of Absalom's Plans

				15 Hushai then told the priests Zadok and Abiathar,"This is whatcc Ahithophel advised Absalom and the elders of Israel, and this is whatcd I advised. 16 Now send someone quickly and tell David, 'Don't spend the night at the wilderness ford of the Jordan, but be sure to cross over, or the king and all the people with him will be destroyed.'"

				17 Jonathan and Ahimaaz were staying at En-rogel, where a servant girl would come and pass along information to them. They in turn would go and inform King David, because they dared not be seen entering the city. 18 However, a young man did see them and informed Absalom. So the two left quickly and came to the house of a man in Bahurim. He had a well in his courtyard, and they climbed down into it. 19 Then his wife took the cover, placed it over the mouth of the well, and scattered grain on it so nobody would know anything.

				20 Absalom's servants came to the woman at the house and asked,"Where are Ahimaaz and Jonathan?"

				"They passed by toward the water,"ce the woman replied to them. The men searched but did not find them, so they returned to Jerusalem.  (See Ex #3:Wise Resistance.)

				21 After they had gone, Ahimaaz and Jonathan climbed out of the well and went and informed King David. They told him,"Get up and immediately ford the river, for Ahithophel has given this advice against you." 22 So David and all the people with him got up and crossed the Jordan. By daybreak, there was no one who had not crossed the Jordan. 23 When Ahithophel realized that his advice had not been followed, he saddled his donkey and set out for his house in his hometown. He set his affairs in ordercf and hanged himself. So he died and was buried in his father's tomb.

				24 David had arrived at Mahanaim by the time Absalom crossed the Jordan with all the men of Israel. 25 Now Absalom had appointed Amasa over the army in Joab's place. Amasa was the son of a man named Ithracg the Israelite; ch Ithra had married Abigail daughter of Nahash. ci Abigail was a sister to Zeruiah, Joab's mother. 26 And Israel and Absalom camped in the land of Gilead. 27 When David came to Mahanaim, Shobi son of Nahash from Rabbah of the Ammonites, Machir son of Ammiel from Lo-debar, and Barzillai the Gileadite from Rogelim 28 brought beds, basins, cj and pottery items. They also brought wheat, barley, flour, roasted grain, beans, lentils, ck 29 honey, curds, sheep, and cheesecl from the herd for David and the people with him to eat. They had reasoned,"The people must be hungry, exhausted, and thirsty in the desert."

				

	

Absalom's Defeat

				18 David reviewed his troops and appointed commanders of hundreds and of thousands over them. 2 He then sent out the troops, a third under Joab, a third under Joab's brother Abishai son of Zeruiah, and a third under Ittai the Gittite. The king said to the troops,"I will also march out with you."

				3 "You must not go!" the people pleaded."If we have to flee, they will not pay any attention to us. Even if half of us die, they will not pay any attention to us because you are worth cm 10,000 of us. Therefore, it is better if you support us from the city."

				4 "I will do whatever you think is best," the king replied to them. So he stood beside the gate while all the troops marched out by hundreds and thousands. 5 The king commanded Joab, Abishai, and Ittai,"Treat the young man Absalom gently for my sake." All the people heard the king's orders to all the commanders about Absalom.

				6 Then David's forces marched into the field to engage Israel in battle, which took place in the forest of Ephraim. 7 The people of Israel were defeated by David's soldiers, and the slaughter there was vast that day — 20,000 casualties. 8 The battle spread over the entire region, and that day the forest claimed more people than the sword.

				

	

Absalom's Death

				9 Absalom was riding on his mule when he happened to meet David's soldiers. When the mule went under the tangled branches of a large oak tree, Absalom's head was caught fast in the tree. The mule under him kept going, so he was suspended in midair.cn10 One of the men saw him and informed Joab. He said,"I just saw Absalom hanging in an oak tree!"

				11 "You just saw him!" Joab exclaimed.co"Why didn't you strike him to the ground right there? I would have given you 10 silver pieces and a belt!"

				12 The man replied to Joab,"Even if I had the weight of 1,000 pieces of silver in my hand, I would not raise my hand against the king's son. For we heard the king command you, Abishai, and Ittai, 'Protect the young man Absalom for me.' cp 13 If I had jeopardized my own cq life — and nothing is hidden from the king — you would have abandoned me."

				14 Joab said,"I'm not going to waste time with you!" He then took three spears in his hand and thrust them into Absalom's heart while he was still alive in the oak tree, 15 and 10 young men who were Joab's armor-bearers surrounded Absalom, struck him, and killed him.

				16 Afterward, Joab blew the ram's horn, and the troops broke off their pursuit of Israel because Joab restrained them. 17 They took Absalom, threw him into a large pit in the forest, and piled a huge mound of stones over him. And all Israel fled, each to his tent.

				18 When he was alive, Absalom had set up a pillar for himself in the King's Valley, for he had said,"I have no son to preserve the memory of my name." So he gave the pillar his name. It is still called Absalom's Monument today.

				A Principle to Live By - The Pervasive Sin of Pride

				[image: Getz0323.png]

				#18 When we are tempted to be disloyal or to betray someone who trusts us, we should look for indications of pride in our hearts. 

				Absalom succumbed to the same sin as King Saul, who also had"set up a monument for himself" (1Sm 15:12). Rather than learning a valuable lesson regarding the wickedness of pride, Absalom proceeded down the same wide path. King Solomon later captured this lesson in one of his most powerful proverbs:

				Pride comes before destruction, and an arrogant spirit before a fall. (Pr 16:18)  (See Pr #30:
Pride versus Humility, p. 857; 1Sm #25: Prideful Behavior.)

				As Christians, we're not exempt from the temptation to be prideful—to build monuments to ourselves. This is why John warned believers to avoid conforming their lives to the world, which includes prideful behavior:

				Do not love the world or the things that belong to the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in him. For everything that belongs to the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride in one's lifestyle—is not from the Father, but is from the world. (1Jn 2:15-16)  (See 1Jn #6:Overcoming the World.)

				Reflection and Response

				As Christians, when can good things and even necessary things become monuments to ourselves?

				

				19 Ahimaaz son of Zadok said,"Please let me run and tell the king the good news that the Lord has delivered him from his enemies."

				20 Joab replied to him,"You are not the man to take good news today. You may do it another day, but today you aren't taking good news, because the king's son is dead." 21 Joab then said to the •Cushite,"Go tell the king what you have seen." The Cushite bowed to Joab and took off running.

				22 However, Ahimaaz son of Zadok persisted and said to Joab,"No matter what, please let me also run behind the Cushite!"

				Joab replied,"My son, why do you want to run since you won't get a reward?"

				23 "No matter what, I want to run!"

				"Then run!" Joab said to him. So Ahimaaz ran by way of the plain and outran the Cushite.

				24 David was sitting between the two gates when the watchman went up to the roof of the gate and over to the wall. The watchman looked out and saw a man running alone. 25 He called out and told the king.

				The king said,"If he's alone, he bears good news."

				As the first runner came closer, 26 the watchman saw another man running. He called out to the gatekeeper,"Look! Another man is running alone!"

				"This one is also bringing good news," said the king.

				27 The watchman said,"The way the first man runs looks to me like the way Ahimaaz son of Zadok runs."

				"This is a good man; he comes with good news," the king commented.

				28 Ahimaaz called out to the king,"All is well," and then bowed down to the king with his face to the ground. He continued,"May the Lord your God be praised! He delivered up the men who rebelled against my lord the king."

				29 The king asked,"Is the young man Absalom all right?"

				Ahimaaz replied,"When Joab sent the king's servant and your servant, I saw a big disturbance, but I don't know what it was."

				30 The king said,"Move aside and stand here." So he stood to one side.

				31 Just then the Cushite came and said,"May my lord the king hear the good news: today the Lord has delivered you from all those rising up against you!"

				32 The king asked the Cushite,"Is the young man Absalom all right?"

				The Cushite replied,"May what has become of the young man happen to the enemies of my lord the king and to all who rise up against you with evil intent."

				33 cr The king was deeply moved and went up to the gate chamber and wept. As he walked, he cried,"My son Absalom! My son, my son Absalom! If only I had died instead of you, Absalom, my son, my son!"

				

	

David's Kingdom Restored

				19 It was reported to Joab,"The king is weeping. He's mourning over Absalom." 2 That day's victory was turned into mourning for all the troops because on that day the troops heard,"The king is grieving over his son." 3 So they returned to the city quietly that day like people come in when they are humiliated after fleeing in battle. 4 But the king hid his face and cried out at the top of his voice,"My son Absalom! Absalom, my son, my son!"

				5 Then Joab went into the house to the king and said,"Today you have shamed all your soldiers — those who rescued your life and the lives of your sons and daughters, your wives, and your concubines. 6 You love your enemies and hate those who love you! Today you have made it clear that the commanders and soldiers mean nothing to you. In fact, today I know that if Absalom were alive and all of us were dead, it would be fine with you!cs

				7 "Now get up! Go out and encouragect your soldiers, for I swear by the Lord that if you don't go out, not a man will remain with you tonight. This will be worse for you than all the trouble that has come to you from your youth until now!"

				8 So the king got up and sat in the •gate, and all the people were told:"Look, the king is sitting in the gate." Then they all came into the king's presence.

				Meanwhile, each Israelite had fled to his tent. 9 All the people among all the tribes of Israel were arguing:"The king delivered us from the grasp of our enemies, and he rescued us from the grasp of the Philistines, but now he has fled from the land because of Absalom. 10 But Absalom, the man we anointed over us, has died in battle. So why do you say nothing about restoring the king?"

				11 King David sent word to the priests, Zadok and Abiathar:"Say to the elders of Judah, 'Why should you be the last to restore the king to his palace? The talk of all Israel has reached the king at his house. 12 You are my brothers, my flesh and blood. So why should you be the last to restore the king? ' 13 And tell Amasa, 'Aren't you my flesh and blood? May God punish me and do so severely if you don't become commander of the army from now on instead of Joab! '"

				14 So he won overcu all the men of Judah, and they sent word to the king:"Come back, you and all your servants." 15 Then the king returned. When he arrived at the Jordan, Judah came to Gilgal to meet the king and escort him across the Jordan.

				A Principle to Live By - Acting Responsibly

				[image: Getz0324.png]

				#19 There are times when leaders must rise above emotional pain and identify with the needs of the larger community. 

				Absalom's death probably created more emotional pain for David than any event thus far. Perhaps it reminded him of his own failures as a father. He grieved so deeply that even his own warriors were offended (19:5-6). How tragic! While deeply grieving for his own son, he was being accused of not loving those who protected him from Absalom's conspiracy. 

				Despite his emotional hurt and embarrassment, David responded to Joab's exhortation. Unlike Saul, he did not allow pride to keep him from acting responsibly toward those who had fought for him (19:8). 

				Jesus Christ set the supreme example as He faced the cross. In the midst of His personal agony in the Garden of Gethsemane, He prayed,

				My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, Your will be done. (Mt 26:42b) 

				In His humanness, our Lord and Savior wanted to avoid the personal pain He was feeling, as well as the incredible agony that lay ahead. However, His love for us caused Him to fulfill His role as the"good shepherd [who] lays down his life for the sheep" (Jn 10:11). 

				Reflection and Response

				When should pastors, parents, employers, and other leaders put the needs of others above their own?

				

				16 Shimei son of Gera, a Benjaminite from Bahurim, hurried down with the men of Judah to meet King David. 17 There were 1,000 men from Benjamin with him. Ziba, an attendant from the house of Saul, with his 15 sons and 20 servants also rushed down to the Jordan ahead of the king. 18 They forded the Jordan to bring the king's household across and do whatever the king desired.cv

				When Shimei son of Gera crossed the Jordan, he fell down before the king 19 and said to him,"My lord, don't hold me •guilty, and don't remember your servant's wrongdoing on the day my lord the king left Jerusalem. May the king not take it to heart. 20 For your servant knows that I have sinned. But look! Today I am the first one of the entire house of Joseph to come down to meet my lord the king."

				21 Abishai son of Zeruiah asked,"Shouldn't Shimei be put to death for this, because he cursed the Lord's anointed?"

				22 David answered,"Sons of Zeruiah, do we agree on anything? Have you become my adversary today? Should any man be killed in Israel today? Am I not aware that today I'm king over Israel?" 23 So the king said to Shimei,"You will not die." Then the king gave him his oath.

				24 Mephibosheth, Saul's grandson, also went down to meet the king. He had not taken care of his feet, trimmed his mustache, or washed his clothes from the day the king left until the day he returned safely. 25 When he came from Jerusalem to meet the king, the king asked him,"Mephibosheth, why didn't you come with me?"

				26 "My lord the king," he replied,"my servant Ziba betrayed me. Actually your servant said: 'I'll saddle the donkey for myself cw so that I may ride it and go with the king' — for your servant is lame. 27 Ziba slandered your servant to my lord the king. But my lord the king is like the Angel of God, so do whatever you think best.cx 28 For my grandfather's entire family deserves death from my lord the king, but you set your servant among those who eat at your table. So what further right do I have to keep on making appeals to the king?"

				29 The king said to him,"Why keep on speaking about these matters of yours? I hereby declare: you and Ziba are to divide the land."

				30 Mephibosheth said to the king,"Instead, since my lord the king has come to his palace safely, let Ziba take it all!"

				31 Barzillai the Gileadite had come down from Rogelim and accompanied the king to the Jordan River to see him off at the Jordan. 32 Barzillai was a very old man — 80 years old — and since he was a very wealthy man, he had provided for the needs of the king while he stayed in Mahanaim.

				33 The king said to Barzillai,"Cross over with me, and I'll provide for you cy at my side in Jerusalem."

				34 Barzillai replied to the king,"How many years of my life are left that I should go up to Jerusalem with the king? 35 I'm now 80 years old. Can I discern what is pleasant and what is not? Can your servant taste what he eats or drinks? Can I still hear the voice of male and female singers? Why should your servant be an added burden to my lord the king? 36 Since your servant is only going with the king a little way across the Jordan, why should the king repay me with such a reward? 37 Please let your servant return so that I may die in my own city near the tomb of my father and mother. But here is your servant Chimham: let him cross over with my lord the king. Do for him what seems good to you."cz

				38 The king replied,"Chimham will cross over with me, and I will do for him what seems good to you,da and whatever you desire from me I will do for you." 39 So all the people crossed the Jordan, and then the king crossed. The king kissed Barzillai and blessed him, and Barzillai returned to his home.

				40 The king went on to Gilgal, and Chimham went with him. All the troops of Judah and half of Israel's escorted the king. 41 Suddenly, all the men of Israel came to the king. They asked him,"Why did our brothers, the men of Judah, take you away secretly and transport the king and his household across the Jordan, along with all of David's men?"

				42 All the men of Judah responded to the men of Israel,"Because the king is our relative. Why does this make you angry? Have we ever eaten anything of the king's or been honored at all?" db

				43 The men of Israel answered the men of Judah:"We have 10 shares in the king, so we have a greater claim to David than you. Why then do you despise us? Weren't we the first to speak of restoring our king?" But the words of the men of Judah were harsher than those of the men of Israel.

				

	

Sheba's Revolt

				20 Now a •wicked man, a Benjaminite named Sheba son of Bichri, happened to be there. He blew the ram's horn and shouted:

				

				We have no portion in David,

				no inheritance in Jesse's son.

				Each man to his tent, Israel!

				

				2 So all the men of Israel deserted David and followed Sheba son of Bichri, but the men of Judah from the Jordan all the way to Jerusalem remained loyal to their king.

				3 When David came to his palace in Jerusalem, he took the 10 concubines he had left to take care of the palace and placed them under guard. He provided for them, but he was not intimate with them. They were confined until the day of their death, living as widows.

				4 The king said to Amasa,"Summon the men of Judah to me within three days and be here yourself." 5 Amasa went to summon Judah, but he took longer than the time allotted him. 6 So David said to Abishai,"Sheba son of Bichri will do more harm to us than Absalom. Take your lord's soldiers and pursue him, or he will find fortified cities and elude us."dc

				7 So Joab's men, the Cherethites, the Pelethites, and all the warriors marched out under Abishai's command;dd they left Jerusalem to pursue Sheba son of Bichri. 8 They were at the great stone in Gibeon when Amasa joined them. Joab was wearing his uniform and over it was a belt around his waist with a sword in its sheath. As he approached, the sword fell out. 9 Joab asked Amasa,"Are you well, my brother?" Then with his right hand Joab grabbed Amasa by the beard to kiss him. 10 Amasa was not on guard against the sword in Joab's hand, and Joab stabbed him in the stomach with it and spilled his intestines out on the ground. Joab did not stab him again for Amasa was dead. Joab and his brother Abishai pursued Sheba son of Bichri.

				11 One of Joab's young men had stood over Amasa saying,"Whoever favors Joab and whoever is for David, follow Joab!" 12 Now Amasa was writhing in his blood in the middle of the highway, and the man had seen that all the people stopped. So he moved Amasa from the highway to the field and threw a garment over him because he realized that all those who encountered Amasa were stopping. 13 When he was removed from the highway, all the men passed by and followed Joab to pursue Sheba son of Bichri.

				14 Sheba passed through all the tribes of Israel to Abel of Beth-maacah. All the Berites de came together and followed him. 15 Joab's troops came and besieged Sheba in Abel of Beth-maacah. They built an assault ramp against the outer wall of the city. While all the troops with Joab were battering the wall to make it collapse, 16 a wise woman called out from the city,"Listen! Listen! Please tell Joab to come here and let me speak with him."

				17 When he had come near her, the woman asked,"Are you Joab?"

				"I am," he replied.

				"Listen to the words of your servant," she said to him.

				He answered,"I'm listening."

				18 She said,"In the past they used to say, 'Seek counsel in Abel,' and that's how they settled disputes. 19 I am a peaceful person, one of the faithful in Israel, but you're trying to destroy a city that is like a mother in Israel. Why would you devour the Lord's inheritance?"

				20 Joab protested:"Never! I do not want to destroy! 21 That is not my intention. There is a man named Sheba son of Bichri, from the hill country of Ephraim, who has rebelled against King David. Deliver this one man, and I will withdraw from the city."

				The woman replied to Joab,"All right. His head will be thrown over the wall to you." 22 The woman went to all the people with her wise counsel, and they cut off the head of Sheba son of Bichri and threw it to Joab. So he blew the ram's horn, and they dispersed from the city, each to his own tent. Joab returned to the king in Jerusalem.

				23 Joab commanded the whole army of Israel; Benaiah son of Jehoiada was over the Cherethites and Pelethites; 24 Adoram df was in charge of forced labor; Jehoshaphat son of Ahilud was court historian; 25 Sheva was court secretary; Zadok and Abiathar were priests; 26 and in addition, Ira the Jairite was David's priest.

				

	

Justice for the Gibeonites

				21 During David's reign there was a famine for three successive years, so David inquired of the Lord. The Lord answered,"It is because of the blood shed by Saul and his family when he killed the Gibeonites."

				2 The Gibeonites were not Israelites but rather a remnant of the Amorites. The Israelites had taken an oath concerning them, but Saul had tried to kill them in his zeal for the Israelites and Judah. So David summoned the Gibeonites and spoke to them. 3 He asked the Gibeonites,"What should I do for you? How can I make atonement so that you will bring a blessing ondg the Lord's inheritance?"

				4 The Gibeonites said to him,"We are not asking for money fromdh Saul or his family, and we cannot put anyone to death in Israel."

				"Whatever you say, I will do for you," he said.

				5 They replied to the king,"As for the man who annihilated us and plotted to destroy us so we would not exist within the whole territory of Israel, 6 let seven of his male descendants be handed over to us so we may hangdi them in the presence of the Lord at Gibeah of Saul, the Lord's chosen."

				The king answered,"I will hand them over."

				7 David spared Mephibosheth, the son of Saul's son Jonathan, because of the oath of the Lord that was between David and Jonathan, Saul's son. 8 But the king took Armoni and Mephibosheth, who were the two sons whom Rizpah daughter of Aiah had borne to Saul, and the five sons whom Merab dj daughter of Saul had borne to Adriel son of Barzillai the Meholathite 9 and handed them over to the Gibeonites. They hangeddk them on the hill in the presence of the Lord; the seven of them died together. They were executed in the first days of the harvest at the beginning of the barley harvest.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Making Restitution
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				#20 Though leaders may not be responsible for the evil done by other leaders within their area of accountability, they should attempt to right the wrong. 

				Even though David had not acted wrongly against the Gibeonites, he took responsibility for Saul's sinful behavior and God's subsequent judgment on Israel (1Sm 21:1). In his cultural situation, he turned over family members of the perpetrator to be punished. Though the specific actions in this Old Testament setting are certainly not a pattern for those of us who live under the new covenant, the principle is applicable.

				When Peter, also known as Cephas, was visiting Antioch and some Jewish Christians from Jerusalem joined him there, he offended the Gentile Christians in Antioch by refusing to fellowship with them. Peter began to teach that a person had to live like a Jew in order to be saved. Even though Paul was not responsible for Peter's actions, he intervened to make it right:

				But when I saw that they were deviating from the truth of the gospel, I told Cephas in front of everyone,"If you, who are a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you compel Gentiles to live like Jews?" (Gl 2:14) 
(See Gl #3:Doctrinal Compromise.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it easy to deny the responsibility to correct another person's errors?

				

				

	

The Burial of Saul's Family

				10 Rizpah, Aiah's daughter, took •sackcloth and spread it out for herself on the rock from the beginning of the harvest until the rain poured down from heaven on the bodies. She kept the birds of the sky from them by day and the wild animals by night.

				11 When it was reported to David what Saul's concubine Rizpah, daughter of Aiah, had done, 12 he went and got the bones of Saul and his son Jonathan from the leaders of Jabesh-gilead. They had stolen them from the public square of Beth-shan where the Philistines had hung the bodies the day the Philistines killed Saul at Gilboa. 13 David had the bones brought from there. They gathered up the bones of Saul's family who had been hungdl 14 and buried the bones of Saul and his son Jonathan at Zela in the land of Benjamin in the tomb of Saul's father Kish. They did everything the king commanded. After this, God answered prayer for the land.

				

	

The Philistine Giants

				15 The Philistines again waged war against Israel. David went down with his soldiers, and they fought the Philistines, but David became exhausted. 16 Then Ishbi-benob, one of the descendants of the giant,dm whose bronze spear weighed about eight poundsdn and who wore new armor, intended to kill David. 17 But Abishai son of Zeruiah came to his aid, struck the Philistine, and killed him. Then David's men swore to him:"You must never again go out with us to battle. You must not extinguish the lamp of Israel."

				18 After this, there was another battle with the Philistines at Gob. At that time Sibbecai the Hushathite killed Saph, who was one of the descendants of the giant.do

				19 Once again there was a battle with the Philistines at Gob, and Elhanan son of Jaare-oregim the Bethlehemite killed Goliath the Gittite. The shaft of his spear was like a weaver's beam.

				20 At Gath there was still another battle. A huge man was there with six fingers on each hand and six toes on each foot — 24 in all. He, too, was descended from the giant.dp 21 When he taunted Israel, Jonathan, son of David's brother Shimei, killed him.

				22 These four were descended from the giantdq in Gath and were killed by David and his soldiers.

				

	

David's Song of Thanksgiving

				22 David spoke the words of this song to the Lord on the day the Lord rescued him from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul. 2 He said:

				

				The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer,

				3 my God, my mountain dr where I seek refuge.

				My shield, the •horn of my salvation, 
my stronghold, my refuge,

				and my Savior, You save me from violence.

				4 I called to the Lord, who is worthy of praise,

				and I was saved from my enemies.

				5 For the waves of death engulfed me;

				the torrents of destruction terrified me.

				6 The ropes of •Sheol entangled me;

				the snares of death confronted me.

				

				7 I called to the Lord in my distress;

				I called to my God.

				From His temple He heard my voice,

				and my cry for help reached His ears.

				8 Then the earth shook and quaked;

				the foundations of the heavens ds trembled;

				they shook because He burned with anger.

				9 Smoke rose from His nostrils,

				and consuming fire came from His mouth;

				coals were set ablaze by it.dt

				10 He parted the heavens and came down,

				a dark cloud beneath His feet.

				11 He rode on a cherub and flew,

				soaring du on the wings of the wind.

				12 He made darkness a canopy around Him,

				a gatheringdv of water and thick clouds.

				13 From the radiance of His presence,

				flaming coals were ignited.

				14 The Lord thundered from heaven;

				the •Most High projected His voice.

				15 He shot arrows and scattered them;

				He hurled lightning bolts and routed them.

				16 The depths of the sea became visible,

				the foundations of the world were exposed

				at the rebuke of the Lord,

				at the blast of the breath of His nostrils.

				

				17 He reached down from heaven

				and took hold of me;

				He pulled me out of deep waters.

				18 He rescued me from my powerful enemy

				and from those who hated me,

				for they were too strong for me.

				19 They confronted me in the day of my distress,

				but the Lord was my support.

				20 He brought me out to a spacious place;

				He rescued me because He delighted in me.

				

				21 The Lord rewarded me

				according to my righteousness;

				He repaid me

				according to the cleanness of my hands.

				22 For I have kept the ways of the Lord

				and have not turned from my God to wickedness.

				23 Indeed, I have kept all His ordinances in minddw

				and have not disregarded His statutes.

				24 I was blameless before Him

				and kept myself from sinning.

				25 So the Lord repaid me

				according to my righteousness,

				according to my cleanness dx in His sight.

				

				26 With the faithful

				You prove Yourself faithful;

				with the blameless man

				You prove Yourself blameless;

				27 with the pure

				You prove Yourself pure,

				but with the crooked

				You prove Yourself shrewd.

				28 You rescue an afflicted people,

				but Your eyes are set against the proud —

				You humble them.

				29 Lord, You are my lamp;

				the Lord illuminates my darkness.

				30 With You I can attack a barrier,dy

				and with my God I can leap over a wall.

				31 God — His way is perfect;

				the word of the Lord is pure.

				He is a shield to all who take refuge in Him.

				

				32 For who is God besides the Lord?

				And who is a rock? Only our God.

				33 God is my strong refuge; dz

				He makes my way perfect. ea

				34 He makes my feet like the feet of a deer

				and sets me securely on the eb heights.ec

				35 He trains my hands for war;

				my arms can bend a bow of bronze.

				36 You have given me the shield of Your salvation;

				Your help ed exalts me.

				37 You widen a place beneath me for my steps,

				and my ankles do not give way.

				38 I pursue my enemies and destroy them;

				I do not turn back until they are wiped out.

				39 I wipe them out and crush them,

				and they do not rise;

				they fall beneath my feet.

				40 You have clothed me with strength for battle;

				You subdue my adversaries beneath me.

				41 You have made my enemies retreat before me;ee

				I annihilate those who hate me.

				42 They look, but there is no one to save them —

				they look to the Lord, but He does not 
answer them.

				43 I pulverize them like dust of the earth;

				I crush them and trample them like mud in the streets.

				

				44 You have freed me from the feuds among my people;

				You have appointed me the head of nations;

				a people I had not known serve me.

				45 Foreigners submit to me grudgingly;

				as soon as they hear, they obey me.

				46 Foreigners lose heart

				and come trembling from their fortifications.

				

				47 The Lord lives — may my rock be praised!

				God, the rock of my salvation, is exalted.

				48 God — He gives me vengeance

				and casts down peoples under me.

				49 He frees me from my enemies.

				You exalt me above my adversaries;

				You rescue me from violent men.

				

				50 Therefore I will praise You, Lord, 
among the nations;

				I will sing about Your name.

				51 He is a tower of salvation for ef His king;

				He shows loyalty to His anointed,

				to David and his descendants forever.  (See Ps #18:Our Unshakeable Foundation.)

				

	

David's Last Words

				23 These are the last words of David:

				

				The declaration of David son of Jesse,

				the declaration of the man raised on high,eg

				the one anointed by the God of Jacob,

				the favorite singer of Israel:

				2 The Spirit of the Lord spoke through me,

				His word was on my tongue.

				3 The God of Israel spoke;

				the Rock of Israel said to me,

				"The one who rules the people with justice,

				who rules in the •fear of God,

				4 is like the morning light when the sun rises

				

				on a cloudless morning,

				the glisten of rain on sprouting grass."

				

				5 Is it not true my house is with God?

				For He has established an everlasting covenant with me,

				ordered and secured in every detail.

				Will He not bring about

				my whole salvation and my every desire?

				6 But all the wicked are like thorns raked aside;

				they can never be picked up by hand.

				7 The man who touches them

				must be armed with iron and the shaft of a spear.

				They will be completely burned up on the spot.

				

	

Exploits of David's Warriors

				8 These are the names of David's warriors:

				Josheb-basshebeth the Tahchemonite was chief of the officers. eh He wielded his spear ei against 800 men that he killed at one time.

				9 After him, Eleazar son of Dodo son of an Ahohite was among the three warriors with David when they defied the Philistines. The men of Israel retreated in the place they had gathered for battle, 10 but Eleazar stood his ground and attacked the Philistines until his hand was tired and stuck to his sword. The Lord brought about a great victory that day. Then the troops came back to him, but only to plunder the dead.

				11 After him was Shammah son of Agee the Hararite. The Philistines had assembled in formation where there was a field full of lentils. The troops fled from the Philistines, 12 but Shammah took his stand in the middle of the field, defended it, and struck down the Philistines. So the Lord brought about a great victory.

				13 Three of the 30 leading warriors went down at harvest time and came to David at the cave of Adullam, while a company of Philistines was camping in the Valley of Rephaim. 14 At that time David was in the stronghold, and a Philistine garrison was at Bethlehem. 15 David was extremely thirstyej and said,"If only someone would bring me water to drink from the well at the city gate of Bethlehem!" 16 So three of the warriors broke through the Philistine camp and drew water from the well at the gate of Bethlehem. They brought it back to David, but he refused to drink it. Instead, he poured it out to the Lord. 17 David said,"Lord, I would never do such a thing! Is this not the blood of men who risked their lives?" So he refused to drink it. Such were the exploits of the three warriors.  (See 1Ch #7:An Unselfish Heart.)

				18 Abishai, Joab's brother and son of Zeruiah, was leader of the Three. ek He raised his spear against 300 men and killed them, gaining a reputation among the Three. 19 Was he not more honored than the Three? He became their commander even though he did not become one of the Three.

				20 Benaiah son of Jehoiada was the son of a brave man from Kabzeel, a man of many exploits. Benaiah killed two sons el of Arielem of Moab, and he went down into a pit on a snowy day and killed a lion. 21 He also killed an Egyptian, a huge man. Even though the Egyptian had a spear in his hand, Benaiah went down to him with a club, snatched the spear out of the Egyptian's hand, and then killed him with his own spear. 22 These were the exploits of Benaiah son of Jehoiada, who had a reputation among the three warriors. 23 He was the most honored of the Thirty, but he did not become one of the Three. David put him in charge of his bodyguard.

				24 Among the Thirty were:

				

				Joab's brother Asahel,

				Elhanan son of Dodo of Bethlehem,

				25 Shammah the Harodite,

				Elika the Harodite,

				26 Helez the Paltite,

				Ira son of Ikkesh the Tekoite,

				27 Abiezer the Anathothite,

				Mebunnai the Hushathite,

				28 Zalmon the Ahohite,

				Maharai the Netophathite,

				29 Heleb son of Baanah the Netophahite,

				Ittai son of Ribai from Gibeah of the Benjaminites,

				30 Benaiah the Pirathonite,

				Hiddai from the •wadis of Gaash,en

				31 Abi-albon the Arbathite,

				Azmaveth the Barhumite,

				32 Eliahba the Shaalbonite,

				the sons of Jashen,

				Jonathan son of eo 33 Shammah the Hararite,

				Ahiam son of Sharar the Hararite,

				34 Eliphelet son of Ahasbai son of the Maacathite,

				Eliam son of Ahithophel the Gilonite,

				35 Hezro the Carmelite,

				Paarai the Arbite,

				36 Igal son of Nathan from Zobah,

				Bani the Gadite,

				37 Zelek the Ammonite,

				Naharai the Beerothite, the armor-bearer for Joab son of Zeruiah,

				38 Ira the Ithrite,

				Gareb the Ithrite,

				39 and Uriah the Hittite.

				

				There were 37 in all.

				

	

David's Military Census

				24 The Lord's anger burned against Israel again, and He stirred up David against them to say:"Go, count the people of Israel and Judah."

				2 So the king said to Joab, the commander of his army,"Go through all the tribes of Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba and register the troops so I can know their number."

				3 Joab replied to the king,"May the Lord your God multiply the troops 100 times more than they are — while my lord the king looks on! But why does my lord the king want to do this?"

				4 Yet the king's order prevailed over Joab and the commanders of the army. So Joab and the commanders of the army left the king's presence to register the troops of Israel.

				5 They crossed the Jordan and camped in Aroer, south of the town in the middle of the valley, and then proceeded toward Gad and Jazer. 6 They went to Gilead and to the land of the Hittites ep and continued on to Dan-jaan and around to Sidon. 7 They went to the fortress of Tyre and all the cities of the Hivites and Canaanites. Afterward, they went to the •Negev of Judah at Beer-sheba.

				8 When they had gone through the whole land, they returned to Jerusalem at the end of nine months and 20 days. 9 Joab gave the king the total of the registration of the troops. There were 800,000 fighting men from Israel and 500,000 men from Judah.

				10 David's conscience troubled him after he had taken a census of the troops. He said to the Lord,"I have sinned greatly in what I've done. Now, Lord, because I've been very foolish, please take away Your servant's •guilt."

				A Principle to Live By - A Clear Conscience

				[image: Getz0326.png]

				#21 We should always seek to have a clear conscience. 

				In spite of the magnitude of David's sins and failures, he never allowed his conscience to become hardened and seared. When faced with the reality of his wrongdoing, he was quick to repent, to seek God's forgiveness, and to make things right. In fact, on one occasion when he could have taken Saul's life in the cave near En-gedi, but instead cut off a corner of Saul's robe, David was conscience stricken, perhaps because of the pride that motivated him to taunt King Saul (1Sm 24:5). David's heart attitude convicted him of sin. 

				At the end of his career as king, after he had numbered his troops, David was once again conscience stricken. It appears that the cause was once again the pride in David's heart. Perhaps his conviction was rooted in the idea that he was trusting in military strength rather than in God's protection.  (See 1Ch #9:An Obedient Heart.)

				Paul verified the importance of this Principle to Live By:

				Now the goal of our instruction is love that comes from a pure heart, a good conscience, and a sincere faith. (1Tm 1:5; see also 1Tm 4:1-2.) 

				Certainly, God wants each of us to have a clear conscience—a conscience that is in tune with His Word. This is particularly important in today's world, where even some religious leaders operate with consciences that are inconsistent and unresponsive to God's truth. 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so important that we tune our consciences to the Word of God rather than to false teachings?

				

				

	

David's Punishment

				11 When David got up in the morning, a revelation from the Lord had come to the prophet Gad, David's seer: 12 "Go and say to David, 'This is what the Lord says: I am offering you three choices. Choose one of them, and I will do it to you.'"

				13 So Gad went to David, told him the choices, and asked him,"Do you want three eq years of famine to come on your land, to flee from your foes three months while they pursue you, or to have a plague in your land three days? Now, think it over and decide what answer I should take back to the One who sent me."

				14 David answered Gad,"I have great anxiety. Please, let us fall into the Lord's hands because His mercies are great, but don't let me fall into human hands."

				15 So the Lord sent a plague on Israel from that morning until the appointed time, and from Dan to Beer-sheba 70,000 men died. 16 Then the angel extended his hand toward Jerusalem to destroy it, but the Lord relented concerning the destruction and said to the angel who was destroying the people,"Enough, withdraw your hand now!" The angel of the Lord was then at the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.

				17 When David saw the angel striking the people, he said to the Lord,"Look, I am the one who has sinned; I am the one er who has done wrong. But these sheep, what have they done? Please, let Your hand be against me and my father's family."

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Taking Responsibility

				[image: Getz0327.png]

				#22 When we see people injured and hurt because of our sinful actions, we should take full responsibility.  (See 1Sm #7:Human Responsibility; 1Sm #23: Self-Justification.)

				When David sinned against the Lord by numbering his troops, the Lord gave him three choices regarding divine discipline. David felt extremely uncomfortable with any of the decisions but he chose the three-day plague, and 70,000 men died. In the midst of this terrible discipline, David pleaded with the Lord to withhold His hand from striking the people, taking full responsibility for what had happened.  (See 1Ch #13:A Compassionate Heart.)

				Unfortunately, innocent people are hurt when individuals fail to do God's will. For example, children are often devastated when their parents divorce. Church families are disillusioned and divided when their spiritual leaders are guilty of serious sins, and when leaders refuse to accept responsibility for what they have done it only compounds the problem. James addressed this issue:

				Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The urgent request of a righteous person is very powerful in its effect. (Jms 5:16) 

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways can parents who divorce bring spiritual and emotional healing to their children by taking responsibility for their actions?

				

				

				

	

David's Altar

				18 Gad came to David that day and said to him,"Go up and set up an altar to the Lord on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite." 19 David went up in obedience to Gad's command, just as the Lord had commanded. 20 Araunah looked down and saw the king and his servants coming toward him, so he went out and bowed to the king with his face to the ground.

				21 Araunah said,"Why has my lord the king come to his servant?"

				David replied,"To buy the threshing floor from you in order to build an altar to the Lord, so the plague on the people may be halted."

				22 Araunah said to David,"My lord the king may take whatever he wantses and offer it. Here are the oxen for a •burnt offering and the threshing sledges and ox yokes for the wood. 23 My king, Araunah gives everything here to the king." Then he said to the king,"May the Lord your God accept you."

				24 The king answered Araunah,"No, I insist on buying it from you for a price, for I will not offer to the Lord my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing." David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for 20 ounceset of silver. 25 He built an altar to the Lord there and offered burnt offerings and •fellowship offerings. Then the Lord answered prayer on behalf of the land, and the plague on Israel ended.

				A Principle to Live By - Giving Sacrificially

				[image: Getz0328.png]

				#23 We should seek to please God by offering Him sacrificial gifts. 

				David didn't have access to the threshing floor because it was owned by Araunah, a private citizen. When Araunah heard that David wanted to use it for sacrifices, he offered to provide everything that was needed, including the threshing floor. However, David responded that he could not sacrifice to the Lord what cost him nothing.  (See 1Ch #17:A Generous Heart; 1Ch #18: An Upright Heart.)

				Paul illustrated this principle when he wrote to the Corinthians:

				We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God granted to the churches of Macedonia: During a severe testing by affliction, their abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed into the wealth of their generosity. I testify that, on their own, according to their ability and beyond 

				their ability, they begged us insistently for the privilege of sharing in the ministry to the saints, and not just as we had hoped. Instead, they gave themselves especially to the Lord, then to us by God's will. (2Co 8:1-5)  (See 2Co #12:Models of Generosity.)

				We conclude our study in 2 Samuel with a powerful principle. If there is no cost, there is no real sacrifice. David understood and practiced this Principle to Live By in his own personal worship. 

				Reflection and Response

				When we are richly blessed with abilities and resources, how can we practice sacrificial giving?
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				1  and  2 Kings

				Author: Unknown

				Date of events: ca 960–ca 560 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				The books of 1 and 2 Kings record the history of the kings who reigned over Israel and Judah. The story has a good start with the ascent of King Solomon, blessed with wisdom and understanding. However, as he aged he lapsed into sexual immorality with pagan women, leading the people to worship false gods. The decline continued as Rehoboam, Solomon's son, arrogantly abused his office. As Ahijah had prophesied, the kingdom was divided, leaving Rehoboam with only two southern tribes and granting Jeroboam the other ten. Unfortunately, both nations spiraled downward as subsequent kings increasingly adopted pagan practices. Eventually, God toppled both governments, sending the people into exile.

				1 and 2 Kings teach us principles of the decline of wicked nations

				

				

				Jeroboam, the first ruler of the northern kingdom, set a pattern for wickedness that was followed by most of the kings of Israel and Judah. Israel's King Ahab married Jezebel, a foreigner who worshiped Baal. Judah's King Jehoram married a daughter of Jezebel, and his son Ahaziah also succumbed to Ahab's evil influence. Judah's King Ahaz worshiped idols and even sacrificed some of his sons to them. However, Ahaz's son Hezekiah was faithful to the Lord and transformed the kingdom from idol worship to godly worship. His son Manasseh was appallingly wicked, as was his son Amon. However, Amon's son Josiah eliminated pagan practices and renewed Judah's covenant with Yahweh. Regardless of the persistent moral degradation, we see that a godly king could gain God's favor and make a significant impact on the people.

				1 and 2 Kings teach us principles of transformation and renewal

				

				

				Even in the midst of long periods of evil we can still see God's mercy and grace. For example, the foreigner Naaman came to a prophet in Israel to be healed of a skin disease, and God graciously cured him. Likewise, Hezekiah was on his deathbed, prayed for mercy, and God graciously gave him 15 more years of life. Years later, even though Josiah and his people had ignored God's law, when he humbled himself, God graciously responded. Surprisingly, God even showed grace and mercy to the evil Jehoiachin, releasing him from a foreign prison and giving him favor with the king of Babylon. Equally surprising, we see His mercy and grace when an insignificant student of the prophets was using a borrowed ax. The iron head flew off into the water, but God caused it to float so it could be retrieved. Throughout this period in history, we see God's power to transform lives.

				1 and 2 Kings teach us principles of mercy and grace

				

				

				Though these two books record more failures than successes among the kings of Israel and Judah, we see God's grace and mercy when God's people rediscovered His Word, repented, and sought to abide by His laws. In many respects, this is the story of mankind and God's redemptive plan.

				1 and 2 Kings teach us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in 1 kings

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

						
								
								1:5-10

							
								
								#1: Deception and Denial

							
								
								No matter how much parents love God, they must still guard against being in denial regarding their children's inappropriate behavior. 

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:11-40

							
								
								#2: Loving Intervention

							
								
								Because of our human tendencies to be in denial, we should be accountable to others who love us enough to confront us. 

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								2:1-9

							
								
								#3: Correcting Mistakes

							
								
								We should do what we can to correct the results of our mistakes before passing our leadership role to our successors. 

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								3:1-3

							
								
								#4: Subtle Idolatry

							
								
								Even when we have a strong desire to walk in God's will, we must still be careful not to allow any form of idolatry to creep into our lives.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								3:4-15

							
								
								#5: Unselfish Motives

							
								
								To be assured of eternal rewards, we should demonstrate true humility and concern for others.
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								3:16-28

							
								
								#6: God's Wisdom

							
								
								To live in God's will, we should ask God for divine wisdom. 
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								5:1-12

							
								
								#7: Wisdom and Peace

							
								
								We should draw on God's wisdom to live in peace and oneness with our fellow Christians.
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								#8: God's Living Temple

							
								
								Christian leaders are to build their churches on one eternal foundation, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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								8:1-11

							
								
								#9: Spiritual Sacrifices

							
								
								As God's living temple, we are to reveal God's glory by reflecting our Savior's sacrificial love as we relate to God and one another.
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								8:22-53

							
								
								#10: God's Forgiveness

							
								
								Even though our sins are forgiven because of our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we need to confess our sins in order to experience ongoing and intimate fellowship with God.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								8:54-66

							
								
								#11: Standing Firm

							
								
								Even though we may be sincere followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, we must be on guard against Satan's efforts to lead us into sinful disobedience.
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								10:1-13

							
								
								#12: God's Bridge to the World

							
								
								We should love one another as Christ has loved us, demonstrating to unbelievers that Jesus is who He claimed to be—the God-man.
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								11:1-8

							
								
								#13: Moral Compromise

							
								
								We should not compromise our love for God by engaging in any form of immorality.
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								11:9-13

							
								
								#14: Finishing Well

							
								
								Even though we have had a strong beginning in our walk with God, we must not assume that we'll automatically continue on the path God has designed for us. 

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								11:26-40

							
								
								#15: Jealousy's Terrible Toll

							
								
								We should never underestimate the insidious power of jealousy.
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								11:41–12:14

							
								
								#16: Aged Wisdom

							
								
								When seeking advice, we should value the accumulated wisdom of those who are older than we are.
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								12:15-24

							
								
								#17: God's Sovereignty and Human 
Responsibility

							
								
								Though we make mistakes that lead to serious consequences, we are to remember that God is still sovereign and in control of human events.
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								12:25-33

							
								
								#18: Deception and Distortions

							
								
								We must constantly be on guard against those who claim to be teaching the truth but who are distorting the Word of God.
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								13:1-32

							
								
								#19: False Prophets 
and Teachers

							
								
								We must not accept or tolerate the teaching of anyone who claims to be a spokesperson for God but whose message contradicts the clear teachings of Scripture.
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								13:33–14:20

							
								
								#20: Encouraging One Another

							
								
								We should encourage one another regularly so that we are not deceived by sin and drawn away from God's will.
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								15:1-24

							
								
								#21: Courageous 
Leaders

							
								
								Spiritual leaders must take a firm and courageous stand against apostasy and the sinful practices that have infiltrated the church. 
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								15:25–16:34

							
								
								#22: Sinful Regression

							
								
								We should not be surprised when leaders who deliberately violate God's spiritual and moral laws become more and more rebellious and evil. 
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								17:1-6

							
								
								#23: Persecution and Rejection

							
								
								When we are faithful in following the Lord Jesus Christ in a decadent world, we should anticipate rejection and persecution.
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								17:7-16

							
								
								#24: A Test of Faith

							
								
								At times, we should expect the Lord to allow us to experience uncertainty in order to develop our faith in Him.
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								17:17-24

							
								
								#25: Crisis Prayers

							
								
								We should consider crises in our lives as opportunities to learn to pray more fervently.
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								18:1-19

							
								
								#26: Faith-Building Experiences

							
								
								We should expect God at times to design smaller challenges in order to build our faith so we can face greater challenges victoriously.
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								18:20-39

							
								
								#27: Double Mindedness

							
								
								When given a clear opportunity to acknowledge the one true God, we should realize that our silence may indicate the degree of unbelief in our lives.
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								18:40–19:4

							
								
								#28: Discouragement and Depression

							
								
								When we experience discouragement and even depression, we should evaluate the degree to which we are physically, psychologically, and spiritually exhausted.
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								19:5-9a

							
								
								#29: Physical Needs

							
								
								When we are discouraged and depressed, we should make sure we have had proper nourishment and sufficient physical rest.
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								19:9b-10

							
								
								#30: Mental Distortions

							
								
								We must understand that serious depression may distort certain aspects of our reality.
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								19:11-13

							
								
								#31: Theological
 Disillusionment

							
								
								We must guard against building our faith on intense and unusual spiritual and psychological experiences.
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								19:13-18

							
								
								#32: Mutual 
Encouragement

							
								
								To continue to grow spiritually and to do God's work fervently, we should seek encouragement from fellow Christians.
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								19:19-21

							
								
								#33: Companionship

							
								
								All of us should have close companions who share our passion and vision for doing the will of God.
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								20:1-30

							
								
								#34: Grace Beyond Measure

							
								
								We are never to take advantage of God's grace and continue to sin.
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								20:30-43

							
								
								#35: Hardness of Heart

							
								
								When God is displeased with our actions, we are to listen and repent rather than respond with resentment and anger.
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								21:1-16

							
								
								#36: Childish Behavior

							
								
								Even though adults are occupying key leadership roles, we should not assume they are mature psychologically and spiritually.
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								21:17-26

							
								
								#37: Evil Influences

							
								
								We are to avoid close fellowship with people who persist in living evil lives.
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								21:27-29

							
								
								#38: A Humble Spirit

							
								
								When we sin against God, we are to truly humble ourselves and confess our sins.
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								22:1-12

							
								
								#39: Selective Listening

							
								
								We should always be open to hearing the truth rather than only listening to information that supports our selfish agendas.
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								22:13-40

							
								
								#40: Compromising Truth

							
								
								Spiritual leaders should not withhold or distort God's Word in order to ingratiate themselves to their listeners.
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				1 Kings

				David's Last Days

				1 Now King David was old and getting on in years. Although they covered him with bedclothes, he could not get warm. 2 So his servants said to him:"Let usa search for a young virgin for my lord the king. She is to attend the king and be his caregiver. She is to lie by your side so that my lord the king will get warm." 3 They searched for a beautiful girl throughout the territory of Israel; they found Abishag the Shunammite and brought her to the king. 4 The girl was of unsurpassed beauty, and she became the king's caregiver. She served him, but he was not intimate withb her.

				

	

Adonijah's Bid for Power

				5 Adonijah son of Haggith kept exalting himself, saying,"I will be king!" He prepared chariots, cavalry, and 50 men to run ahead of him. 6 But his father had never once reprimandedc him by saying,"Why do you act this way?" In addition, he was quite handsome and was born after Absalom. 7 He conspiredd with Joab son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar the priest. They supported Adonijah, 8 but Zadok the priest, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet, Shimei, Rei, and David's warriors did not side with Adonijah.

				9 Adonijah sacrificed sheep, oxen, and fattened cattle near the stone of Zoheleth, which is next to En-rogel. He invited all his royal brothers and all the men of Judah, the servants of the king,10 but he did not invite Nathan the prophet, Benaiah, the warriors, or his brother Solomon.

				Principle to Live By - Deception and Denial

				[image: Getz0329.png]

				#1 No matter how much parents love God, they must still guard against being in denial regarding their children's inappropriate behavior. 

				In view of David's own terrible sins involving adultery and murder, it's not surprising he felt disqualified to discipline his own children.  (See 2Sm #15:Strengths and Weaknesses)  Here his leniency had become even worse. How could he miss seeing Adonijah's"chariots, cavalry, and 50 men" who ran ahead of his chariot? Furthermore, Adonijah repeatedly stated,"I will be king!" (1Kg 1:5). It appears that David was in total denial, not even allowing himself to entertain the idea that his son could have evil intentions. The prophet Jeremiah wrote,

				The heart is more deceitful than anything else, and incurable—who can understand it? 
(Jr 17:9)

				When we become believers in the Lord Jesus Christ and are born again, we are made new. Paul wrote,

				Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away, and look, new things have come. (2Co 5:17)

				This great truth does not guarantee that our hearts will not deceive us. This is why Paul encouraged the Ephesians to"put on the new self, the one created according to God's likeness in righteousness and purity of the truth" (Eph 4:24).  (See Eph #10:Walking in Newness of Life.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the specific reasons it's easy for parents to be in denial regarding their own offspring? 
(See Gn #37:Parental Favoritism.)

				

				

	

Nathan's and Bathsheba's Appeals

				11 Then Nathan said to Bathsheba, Solomon's mother,"Have you not heard that Adonijah son of Haggith has become king and our lord David does not know it?12 Now please come and let me advise you. Save your life and the life of your son Solomon.13 Go, approach King David and say to him, 'My lord the king, did you not swear to your servant: Your son Solomon is to become king after me, and he is the one who is to sit on my throne? So why has Adonijah become king? ' 14 At that moment, while you are still there speaking with the king, I'll come in after you and confirm your words."

				15 So Bathsheba went to the king in his bedroom. Since the king was very old, Abishag the Shunammite was serving him. 16 Bathsheba bowed down and paid homage to the king, and he asked,"What do you want?"

				17 She replied,"My lord, you swore to your servant by the Lord your God, 'Your son Solomon is to become king after me, and he is the one who is to sit on my throne.' 18 Now look, Adonijah has become king. And, e my lord the king, you didn't know it. 19 He has lavishly sacrificed oxen, fattened cattle, and sheep. He invited all the king's sons, Abiathar the priest, and Joab the commander of the army, but he did not invite your servant Solomon. 20 Now, my lord the king, the eyes of all Israel are on you to tell them who will sit on the throne of my lord the king after him. 21 Otherwise, when my lord the king rests with his fathers, I and my son Solomon will be regarded as criminals."

				22 At that moment, while she was still speaking with the king, Nathan the prophet arrived, 23 and it was announced to the king,"Nathan the prophet is here." He came into the king's presence and bowed to him with his face to the ground.

				24 "My lord the king," Nathan said,"did you say, 'Adonijah is to become king after me, and he is the one who is to sit on my throne'? 25 For today he went down and lavishly sacrificed oxen, fattened cattle, and sheep. He invited all the sons of the king, the commanders of the army, and Abiathar the priest. And look! They're eating and drinking in his presence, and they're saying, 'Long live King Adonijah! ' 26 But he did not invite me — me, your servant — or Zadok the priest or Benaiah son of Jehoiada or your servant Solomon. 27 I'm certain my lord the king would not have let this happen without letting your servant f know who will sit on my lord the king's throne after him."

				

	

Solomon Confirmed King

				28 King David responded by saying,"Call in Bathsheba for me." So she came into the king's presence and stood before him. 29 The king swore an oath and said,"As the Lord lives, who has redeemed my life from every difficulty,30 just as I swore to you by the Lord God of Israel: Your son Solomon is to become king after me, and he is the one who is to sit on my throne in my place, that is exactly what I will do this very day."

				31 Bathsheba bowed with her face to the ground, paying homage to the king, and said,"May my lord King David live forever!"

				32 King David then said,"Call in Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah son of Jehoiada for me." So they came into the king's presence. 33 The king said to them,"Take my servants with you, have my son Solomon ride on my own mule, and take him down to Gihon. 34 There, Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet are to anoint him as king over Israel. You are to blow the ram's horn and say, 'Long live King Solomon! ' 35 You are to come up after him, and he is to come in and sit on my throne. He is the one who is to become king in my place; he is the one I have commanded to be ruler over Israel and Judah."

				36 "•Amen," Benaiah son of Jehoiada replied to the king."May the Lord, the God of my lord the king, so affirm it. 37 Just as the Lord was with my lord the king, so may He g be with Solomon and make his throne greater than the throne of my lord King David."

				38 Then Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, the Cherethites, and the Pelethites went down, had Solomon ride on King David's mule, and took him to Gihon. 39 Zadok the priest took the horn of oil from the tabernacle and anointed Solomon. Then they blew the ram's horn, and all the people proclaimed,"Long live King Solomon!"40 All the people followed him, playing flutes and rejoicing with such a great joy that the earth split open from the sound. h

				A Principle to Live By - Loving Intervention
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				#2 Because of our human tendencies to be in denial, we should be accountable to others who love us enough to confront us. 

				Nathan the prophet was David's trusted adviser and counselor. He had previously intervened in David's life when the king was in denial regarding his sins of adultery and murder (2Sm 12:1-15). This time he helped David face the reality of what Adonijah had done. He was sensitive and respectful, but also direct. The plan worked, and David had Solomon anointed king. 

				Paul explained that even dedicated Christians who are actively involved in the ministry can walk out of the will of God and thus need confrontation. This is why he exhorted two women, Euodia and Syntyche, to deal with the tension between them. He also instructed another trusted Christian in Philippi to join him in helping these women to correct their behavior (Php 4:2-3). All of us can become self-deceived, and when it happens we need godly people who love and care enough for us to intervene in our lives:

				

				Brothers, if someone is caught in any wrongdoing, you who are spiritual should restore such a person with a gentle spirit, watching out for yourselves so you also won't be tempted. Carry one another's burdens; in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. (Gl 6:1-2; cp. 2:11.)  (See 1Sm #40:Personal Confrontation; Gl #11: The Process of Restoration.)

				Reflection and Response

				According to Galatians 6:1-2, what qualifies Christians to intervene in someone else's life?

				

				

	

Adonijah Hears of Solomon's Coronation

				41 Adonijah and all the invited guests who were with him heard the noise as they finished eating. Joab heard the sound of the ram's horn and said,"Why is the town in such an uproar?" 42 He was still speaking when Jonathan son of Abiathar the priest, suddenly arrived. Adonijah said,"Come in, for you are an excellent man, and you must be bringing good news."

				43 "Unfortunately not," Jonathan answered him."Our lord King David has made Solomon king. 44 And with Solomon, the king has sent Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, the Cherethites, and the Pelethites, and they have had him ride on the king's mule. 45 Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet have anointed him king in Gihon. They have gone from there rejoicing. The town has been in an uproar; that's the noise you heard. 46 Solomon has even taken his seat on the royal throne.

				47 "The king's servants have also gone to congratulate our lord King David, saying, 'May your God make the name of Solomon more well known than your name, and may He make his throne greater than your throne.' Then the king bowed in worship on his bed. 48 And the king went on to say this: 'May the Lord God of Israel be praised! Today He has provided one to sit on my throne, and I am a witness.'"i

				49 Then all of Adonijah's guests got up trembling and went their separate ways. 50 Adonijah was afraid of Solomon, so he got up and went to take hold of the horns of the altar.

				51 It was reported to Solomon:"Look, Adonijah fears King Solomon, and he has taken hold of the horns of the altar, saying, 'Let King Solomon first j swear to me that he will not kill his servant with the sword.'"

				52 Then Solomon said,"If he is a man of character, not a single hair of his will fall to the ground, but if evil is found in him, he dies." 53 So King Solomon sent for him, and they took him down from the altar. He came and paid homage to King Solomon, and Solomon said to him,"Go to your home."

				

	

David's Dying Instructions to Solomon

				2 As the time approached for David to die, he instructed his son Solomon, 2 "As for me, I am going the way of all of the earth. Be strong and be courageous like a man, 3 and keep your obligation to the Lord your God to walk in His ways and to keep His statutes, commands, ordinances, and decrees. This is written in the law of Moses, so that you will have success in everything you do and wherever you turn, 4 and so that the Lord will carry out His promise that He made to me: 'If your sons are careful to walk faithfully before Me with their whole mind and heart, you will never fail to have a man on the throne of Israel.'

				5 "You also know what Joab son of Zeruiah did to me and what he did to the two commanders of Israel's army, Abner son of Ner and Amasa son of Jether. He murdered them in a time of peace to avenge blood shed in war. He spilled that blood on his own waistband and on the sandals of his feet. k6 Act according to your wisdom, and do not let his gray head descend to •Sheol in peace.

				7 "Show loyalty to the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite and let them be among those who eat at your table because they supported me when I fled from your brother Absalom.

				8 "Keep an eye on Shimei son of Gera, the Benjaminite from Bahurim who is with you. He uttered malicious curses against me the day I went to Mahanaim. But he came down to meet me at the Jordan River, and I swore to him by the Lord: 'I will never kill you with the sword.'9 So don't let him go unpunished, for you are a wise man. You know how to deal with him to bring his gray head down to Sheol with blood."

				A Principle to Live By - Correcting Mistakes
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				#3 We should do what we can to correct the results of our mistakes before passing our leadership role to our successors. 

				When David faced death, he also faced the fact that he had not acted responsibly regarding certain criminal acts. He wanted Solomon to have a fresh start as king of all Israel. He took seriously God's warning through Moses that"the consequences of the fathers' wrongdoing on the children" and grandchildren would continue"to the third and fourth generation" (Nm 14:18; see also Ex 34:6-7). He wanted to avoid God's judgment in his son's life.

				Though Paul taught that we are free from the law of Moses, he still operated within 
the spirit of the law when he wrote to Timothy. Facing death, he warned his young disciple and partner in ministry to watch out for Alexander the coppersmith (2Tm 4:14-15). However, Paul operated under the new covenant when it comes to forgiveness:

				At my first defense, no one stood by me, but everyone deserted me. May it not be counted against them. (2Tm 4:16)  (See 2Tm #11:A Loyal Friend.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though justice for criminal activity is a government responsibility under the new covenant, in what ways can we correct the results of our mistakes in all of our relationships? 

				

				10 Then David rested with his fathers and was buried in the city of David. 11 The length of time David reigned over Israel was 40 years: he reigned seven years in Hebron and 33 years in Jerusalem. 12 Solomon sat on the throne of his father David, and his kingship was firmly established.

				

	

Adonijah's Foolish Request

				13 Now Adonijah son of Haggith came to Bathsheba, Solomon's mother. She asked,"Do you come peacefully?"

				"Peacefully," he replied, 14 and then asked,"May I talk with you?"l

				"Go ahead," she answered.

				15 "You know the kingship was mine," he said."All Israel expected me to be king, but then the kingship was turned over to my brother, for the Lord gave it to him. 16 So now I have just one request of you; don't turn me down."m

				She said to him,"Go on."

				17 He replied,"Please speak to King Solomon since he won't turn you down. Let him give me Abishag the Shunammite as a wife."

				18 "Very well," Bathsheba replied."I will speak to the king for you."

				19 So Bathsheba went to King Solomon to speak to him about Adonijah. The king stood up to greet her, bowed to her, sat down on his throne, and had a throne placed for the king's mother. So she sat down at his right hand.

				20 Then she said,"I have just one small request of you. Don't turn me down."

				"Go ahead and ask, mother," the king replied,"for I won't turn you down."

				21 So she said,"Let Abishag the Shunammite be given to your brother Adonijah as a wife."

				22 King Solomon answered his mother,"Why are you requesting Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah? Since he is my elder brother, you might as well ask the kingship for him, for Abiathar the priest, and for Joab son of Zeruiah." n 23 Then Solomon took an oath by the Lord:"May God punish me and do so severely if Adonijah has not made this request at the cost of his life. 24 And now, as the Lord lives, the One who established me, seated me on the throne of my father David, and made me a dynasty as He promised — I swear Adonijah will be put to death today!" 25 Then King Solomon gave the order to Benaiah son of Jehoiada, who struck down Adonijah, and he died.

				

	

Abiathar's Banishment

				26 The king said to Abiathar the priest,"Go to your fields in Anathoth. Even though you deserve to die, I will not put you to death today, since you carried the ark of the Lord God in the presence of my father David and you suffered through all that my father suffered." 27 So Solomon banished Abiathar from being the Lord's priest, and it fulfilled the Lord's prophecy He had spoken at Shiloh against Eli's family.  (See 1Sm #6:A Well-Managed Family.)

				

	

Joab's Execution

				28 The news reached Joab. Since he had supported Adonijah but not Absalom, Joab fled to the Lord's tabernacle and took hold of the horns of the altar.

				29 It was reported to King Solomon:"Joab has fled to the Lord's tabernacle and is now beside the altar." Then Solomon sent o Benaiah son of Jehoiada and told him,"Go and strike him down!"

				30 So Benaiah went to the tabernacle and said to Joab,"This is what the king says: 'Come out! '"

				But Joab said,"No, for I will die here."

				So Benaiah took a message back to the king,"This is what Joab said, and this is how he answered me."

				31 The king said to him,"Do just as he says. Strike him down and bury him in order to remove from me and from my father's house the blood that Joab shed without just cause. 32 The Lord will bring back his own blood on his head because he struck down two men more righteous and better than he, without my father David's knowledge. With his sword, Joab murdered Abner son of Ner, commander of Israel's army, and Amasa son of Jether, commander of Judah's army. 33 Their blood will come back on Joab's head and on the head of his descendants forever, but for David, his descendants, his dynasty, and his throne, there will be peace from the Lord forever."

				34 Benaiah son of Jehoiada went up, struck down Joab, and put him to death. He was buried at his house in the wilderness. 35 Then the king appointed Benaiah son of Jehoiada in Joab's place over the army, and he appointed Zadok the priest in Abiathar's place.

				

	

Shimei's Banishment and Execution

				36 Then the king summoned Shimei and said to him,"Build a house for yourself in Jerusalem and live there, but don't leave there and go anywhere else. 37 On the day you do leave and cross the Kidron Valley, know for sure that you will certainly die. Your blood will be on your own head."

				38 Shimei said to the king,"The sentence is fair; your servant will do as my lord the king has spoken." And Shimei lived in Jerusalem for a long time.

				39 But then, at the end of three years, two of Shimei's slaves ran away to Achish son of Maacah, king of Gath. Shimei was informed,"Look, your slaves are in Gath." 40 So Shimei saddled his donkey and set out to Achish at Gath to search for his slaves. He went and brought them back from Gath.

				41 It was reported to Solomon that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to Gath and had returned. 42 So the king summoned Shimei and said to him,"Didn't I make you swear by the Lord and warn you, saying, 'On the day you leave and go anywhere else, know for sure that you will certainly die'? And you said to me, 'The sentence is fair; I will obey.' 43 So why have you not kept the Lord's oath and the command that I gave you?" 44 The king also said,"You yourself know all the evil that you did to my father David. Therefore, the Lord has brought back your evil on your head, 45 but King Solomon will be blessed, and David's throne will remain established before the Lord forever."

				46 Then the king commanded Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and he went out and struck Shimei down, and he died. So the kingdom was established in Solomon's hand.

				

	

The Lord Appears to Solomon

				3 Solomon made an alliancep with Pharaoh king of Egypt by marrying Pharaoh's daughter. Solomon brought her to live in the city of David until he finished building his palace, the Lord's temple, and the wall surrounding Jerusalem.2 However, the people were sacrificing on the •high places, because until that time a temple for the Lord's name had not been built. 3 Solomon loved the Lord by walking in the statutes of his father David, but he also sacrificed and burned incense on the high places.

				A Principle to Live By - Subtle Idolatry
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				#4 Even when we have a strong desire to walk in God's will, we must still be careful not to allow any form of idolatry to creep into our lives. 

				Initially, Solomon wanted to obey God in every respect. However, by worshiping the one true God in the high places, the same way the Canaanites worshiped their false gods, it opened the door for Satan to eventually lead him and his subjects into blatant idolatry.  (See Jdg #19:Religious Syncretism.)

				Solomon's eventual demise was hastened when he violated another commandment of God and multiplied foreign wives and concubines who were devoted to these false gods. When he grew older, these"wives seduced him to follow other gods," and he built high places for these women and even participated in their detestable idolatry (11:4; see also vv. 5-10).  (See Nm #32:Idolatry and Immorality.)

				Part of Satan's deceptive strategy is to use what appears to be innocent distractions to lead Christians into sinful practices. Anything that becomes more important than God Himself is indeed an idolatrous activity. That is why the apostle John concluded his first letter with these penetrating words:"Little children, guard yourselves from idols" (1Jn 5:21). 

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the things in our own culture that are not wrong in themselves but that can begin to take the place of God in our lives?  (See Mt #56:Loving Money.)

				

				4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there because it was the most famous high place. He offered 1,000 •burnt offerings on that altar. 5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream at night. God said,"Ask. What should I give you?"

				6 And Solomon replied,"You have shown great and faithful love to Your servant, my father David, because he walked before You in faithfulness, righteousness, andq integrity. You have continued this great and faithful love for him by giving him a son to sit on his throne, as it is today.

				7 "Lord my God, You have now made Your servant king in my father David's place. Yet I am just a youth with no experience in leadership.r 8 Your servant is among Your people You have chosen, as people too numerous to be numbered or counted. 9 So give Your servant an obedient heart to judge Your people and to discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?"

				10 Now it pleased the Lord that Solomon had requested this. 11 So God said to him,"Because you have requested this and did not ask for long lifet or riches for yourself, or the deathu of your enemies, but you asked discernment for yourself to understand justice, 12 I will therefore do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and understanding heart, so that there has never been anyone like you before and never will be again. 13 In addition, I will give you what you did not ask for: both riches and honor, so that no man in any kingdom will be your equal during your entire life. 14 If you walk in My ways and keep My statutes and commands just as your father David did, I will give you a long life."

				15 Then Solomon woke up and realized it had been a dream. He went to Jerusalem, stood before the ark of the Lord's covenant, and offered burnt offerings and •fellowship offerings. Then he held a feast for all his servants.

				A Principle to Live By - Unselfish Motives

				[image: Getz0333.png]

				#5 To be assured of eternal rewards, we should demonstrate true humility and concern for others.  
(See 2Ch #1:Unselfish Motives.)

				Because Solomon did not pray selfishly, God not only gave him incredible and incomparable wisdom but blessed him with unequaled"riches and honor" (v. 13). The author of 
1 Kings has recorded numerous events to demonstrate God's faithfulness to these promises (see 3:28; 4:21,29,32-34; 8:10; 10:4-5,23). 

				Unfortunately, there are some who teach that God has promised honor, glory, and material riches to all Christians today if we demonstrate the same humble spirit as Solomon. There is no question that God promised to bless the earthly lives of the children of Israel if they were faithful to Him. However, these specific promises are never repeated in the same way under the new covenant. Rather, God has promised to meet our needs by providing grace to endure under all circumstances. This is what enabled the Macedonian churches to give materially when they had virtually nothing to give:

				We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God granted to the churches of Macedonia: During a severe testing by affliction, their abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed into the wealth of their generosity. . . . and not just as we had hoped. Instead, they gave themselves especially to the Lord, then to us by God's will. (2Co 8:1-2,5)

				The focus in the New Testament is clearly on eternal rewards, not earthly rewards. This does not mean God will not bless us—even materially. However, our motivation should always be based on our love for God and one another, not material prosperity for ourselves.  (See 2Co #16:Guidelines for Generosity.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are the dangers inherent in taking promises God made to Israel under the old covenant and applying them to believers today?  (See Dt #29:Blessings and Curses.)

				

				

	

Solomon's Wisdom

				16 Then two women who were prostitutes came to the king and stood before him. 17 One woman said,"Please my lord, this woman and I live in the same house, and I had a baby while she was in the house. 18 On the third day after I gave birth, she also had a baby and we were alone. No one elsev was with us in the house; just the two of us were there. 19 During the night this woman's son died because she lay on him. 20 She got up in the middle of the night and took my son from my side while your servant was asleep. She laid him at her breast, and she put her dead son in my arms. 21 When I got up in the morning to nurse my son, I discovered he was dead. That morning, when I looked closely at him I realized that he was not the son I gave birth to."

				22 "No," the other woman said."My son is the living one; your son is the dead one."

				The first woman said,"No, your son is the dead one; my son is the living one." So they argued before the king.

				23 The king replied,"This woman says, 'This is my son who is alive, and your son is dead,' but that woman says, 'No, your son is dead, and my son is alive.'" 24 The king continued,"Bring me a sword." So they brought the sword to the king. 25 Solomon said,"Cut the living boy in two and give half to one and half to the other."

				26 The woman whose son was alive spoke to the king because she felt great compassionw for her son."My lord, give her the living baby," she said,"but please don't have him killed!"

				But the other one said,"He will not be mine or yours. Cut him in two!"

				27 The king responded,"Give the living baby to the first woman, and don't kill him. She is his mother." 28 All Israel heard about the judgment the king had given, and they stood in awe of the king because they saw that God's wisdom was in him to carry out justice.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Wisdom

				[image: Getz0334.png]

				#6 To live in God's will, we should ask God for divine wisdom. 

				God blessed Solomon with great wisdom, which is dramatically illustrated in this story. When people heard about this specific and unusual event,"they saw that God's wisdom" enabled their king to use this brilliant strategy to determine who was the true mother. 

				Though God has not promised material prosperity under the new covenant, He has promised to give us wisdom. In fact, we are to pray for wisdom in order to live a godly life and to make wise decisions regarding His will. James made this point very clear: 

				Now if any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives to all generously and without criticizing, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith without doubting. For the doubter is like the surging sea, driven and tossed by the wind. That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. An indecisive man is unstable in all his ways. (Jms 1:5-8)  (See Jms #2:Wisdom from Above.)

				Reflection and Response

				How are Scripture, prayer, and faith involved in receiving God's wisdom?  (See Col #3:Model Prayers.)

				

				

	

Solomon's Officials

				4 King Solomon ruled over Israel, 2 and these were his officials:

				

				Azariah son of Zadok, priest;

				3 Elihoreph and Ahijah the sons of Shisha, secretaries;

				Jehoshaphat son of Ahilud, court historian;

				4 Benaiah son of Jehoiada, in charge of the army;

				Zadok and Abiathar, priests;

				5 Azariah son of Nathan, in charge of the deputies;

				Zabud son of Nathan, a priest and adviser to the king;

				6 Ahishar, in charge of the palace;

				and Adoniram son of Abda, in charge of forced labor.

				

				7 Solomon had 12 deputies for all Israel. They provided food for the king and his household; each one made provision for one month out of the year. 8 These were their names:  (See Ex #23:Delegating Effectively.)

				

				Ben-hur, in the hill country of Ephraim;

				9 Ben-deker, in Makaz, Shaalbim, Beth-shemesh, and Elon-beth-hanan;

				10 Ben-hesed, in Arubboth (he had Socoh and the whole land of Hepher);

				11 Ben-abinadab, in all Naphath-dor (Taphath daughter of Solomon was his wife);

				12 Baana son of Ahilud, in Taanach, Megiddo, and all Beth-shean which is beside Zarethan below Jezreel, from Beth-shean to Abel-meholah, as far as the other side of Jokmeam;

				13 Ben-geber, in Ramoth-gilead (he had the villages of Jair son of Manasseh, which are in Gilead, and he had the region of Argob, which is in Bashan, 60 great cities with walls and bronze bars);

				14 Ahinadab son of Iddo, in Mahanaim;

				15 Ahimaaz, in Naphtali (he also had married a daughter of Solomon — Basemath);

				16 Baana son of Hushai, in Asher and Bealoth;

				17 Jehoshaphat son of Paruah, in Issachar;

				18 Shimei son of Ela, in Benjamin;

				19 Geber son of Uri, in the land of Gilead, the country of Sihon king of the Amorites and of Og king of Bashan.

				

				There was one deputy in the land of Judah. x

				

	

Solomon's Provisions

				20 Judah and Israel were as numerous as the sand by the sea; they were eating, drinking, and rejoicing. 21y Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from the Euphrates River to the land of the Philistines and as far as the border of Egypt. They offered tribute and served Solomon all the days of his life.

				22 Solomon's provisions for one day were 150 bushelsz of fine flour and 300 bushelsaa of meal, 23 10 fattened oxen, 20 range oxen, and 100 sheep, besides deer, gazelles, roebucks, and pen-fed poultry,ab 24 for he had dominion over everything west of the Euphrates from Tiphsah to Gaza and over all the kings west of the Euphrates. He had peace on all his surrounding borders. 25 Throughout Solomon's reign, Judah and Israel lived in safety from Dan to Beer-sheba, each man under his own vine and his own fig tree. 26 Solomon had 40,000 ac stalls of horses for his chariots, and 12,000 horsemen. 27 Each of those deputies for a month in turn provided food for King Solomon and for everyone who came to King Solomon's table. They neglected nothing. 28 Each man brought the barley and the straw for the chariot teams and the other horses to the required place according to his assignment.ad

				

	

Solomon's Wisdom and Literary Gifts

				29 God gave Solomon wisdom, very great insight, and understanding as vast as the sand on the seashore. 30 Solomon's wisdom was greater than the wisdom of all the people of the East, greater than all the wisdom of Egypt. 31 He was wiser than anyone — wiser than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, Calcol, and Darda, sons of Mahol. His reputation extended to all the surrounding nations.

				32 Solomon composed 3,000 proverbs, and his songs numbered 1,005. 33 He described trees, from the cedar in Lebanon to the hyssop growing out of the wall. He also taught about animals, birds, reptiles, and fish. 34 People came from everywhere, sent by every king on earth who had heard of his wisdom, to listen to Solomon's wisdom.  (Review 1 Kg #6: God's Wisdom

				

	

Hiram's Building Materials

				5aeHiram king of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon when he heard that he had been anointed king in his father's place, for Hiram had always been friends with David.

				2 Solomon sent this message to Hiram: 3 "You know my father David was not able to build a temple for the name of •Yahweh his God. This was because of the warfare all around him until the Lord put his enemies under his feet. 4 The Lord my God has now given me rest all around; there is no enemy or crisis. 5 So I plan to build a temple for the name of Yahweh my God, according to what the Lord promised my father David: 'I will put your son on your throne in your place, and he will build the temple for My name.'

				6 "Therefore, command that cedars from Lebanon be cut down for me. My servants will be with your servants, and I will pay your servants' wages according to whatever you say, for you know that not a man among us knows how to cut timber like the Sidonians."

				7 When Hiram heard Solomon's words, he greatly rejoiced and said,"May the Lord be praised today! He has given David a wise son to be over this great people!" 8 Then Hiram sent a reply to Solomon, saying,"I have heard your message; I will do everything you want regarding the cedar and cypress timber. 9 My servants will bring the logs down from Lebanon to the sea, and I will make them into rafts to go by sea to the place you indicate. I will break them apart there, and you can take them away. You then can meet my needs by providing my household with food."

				10 So Hiram provided Solomon with all the cedar and cypress timber he wanted, 11 and Solomon provided Hiram with 100,000 bushelsaf of wheat as food for his household and 110,000 gallons ag of oil from crushed olives. Solomon did this for Hiram year after year.

				12 The Lord gave Solomon wisdom, as He had promised him. There was peace between Hiram and Solomon, and the two of them made a treaty.

				A Principle to Live By - Wisdom and Peace
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				#7 We should draw on God's wisdom to live in peace and oneness with our fellow Christians. 

				David had laid the groundwork for a peaceful relationship between Solomon and King Hiram. In turn, Solomon used the wisdom God gave him to continue this friendship. Consequently,"there was peace" (v. 12) between these two kings, which led to a close reciprocal relationship that greatly benefited both men. 

				According to James, using God's wisdom generates"the fruit of righteousness," which"is sown in peace by those who cultivate peace" (Jms 3:18). James asked two relational questions to make his point:

				What is the source of wars and fights among you? Don't they come from the cravings that are at war within you? (Jms 4:1)

				James was directing our thoughts back to the results of"earthly" wisdom rather than"wisdom from above" (Jms 3:15-17).  (See Jms #9:Heavenly and Earthly Wisdom.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways is earthly wisdom destroying unity among God's people in some churches today?  (See Pr #3:The Right Path.)

				

				

	

Solomon's Work Force

				13 Then King Solomon drafted forced laborers from all Israel; the labor force numbered 30,000 men. 14 He sent 10,000 to Lebanon each month in shifts; one month they were in Lebanon, two months they were at home. Adoniram was in charge of the forced labor. 15 Solomon had 70,000 porters and 80,000 stonecutters in the mountains, 16 not including his 3,300 ah deputies in charge of the work. They ruled over the people doing the work. 17 The king commanded them to quarry large, costly stones to lay the foundation of the temple with dressed stones. 18 So Solomon's builders and Hiram's builders, along with the Gebalites, quarried the stone and prepared the timber and stone for the temple's construction.

				

	

Building the Temple

				6 Solomon began to build the temple for the Lord in the four hundred eightieth year after the Israelites came out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of his reign over Israel, in the second month, in the month of Ziv. 2 The temple that King Solomon built for the Lord was 90 feetai long, 30 feetaj wide, and 45 feetak high. 3 The portico in front of the temple sanctuary was 30 feetal long extending across the temple's width, and 15 feet deepam in front of the temple. 4 He also made windows with beveled framesan for the temple.

				5 He then built a chambered structureao along the temple wall, encircling the walls of the temple, that is, the sanctuary and the inner sanctuary. And he made side chambersap all around. 6 The lowest chamber was 7 1/2 feetaq wide, the middle was nine feetar wide, and the third was 10 1/2 feetas wide. He also provided offset ledges for the temple all around the outside so that nothing would be inserted into the temple walls. 7 The temple's construction used finished stones cut at the quarry so that no hammer, chisel, or any iron tool was heard in the temple while it was being built.

				8 The door for the lowest at side chamber was on the right side of the temple. They went up a stairwayau to the middle chamber, and from the middle to the third. 9 When he finished building the temple, he paneled it with boards and planks of cedar. 10 He built the chambers along the entire temple, joined to the temple with cedar beams; each story was 7 1/2 feetav high.

				11 The word of the Lord came to Solomon: 12 "As for this temple you are building — if you walk in My statutes, observe My ordinances, and keep all My commands by walking in them, I will fulfill My promise to you, which I made to your father David. 13 I will live among the Israelites and not abandon My people Israel."

				14 When Solomon finished building the temple, aw 15 he paneled the interior temple walls with cedar boards; from the temple floor to the surface of the ceiling he overlaid the interior with wood. He also overlaid the floor with cypress boards. 16 Then he lined 30 feetax of the rear of the temple with cedar boards from the floor to the surface of the ceiling, ay and he built the interior as an inner sanctuary, the most holy place. 17 The temple, that is, the sanctuary in front of the most holy place,az was 60 feetba long. 18 The cedar paneling inside the temple was carved with ornamental gourds and flower blossoms. Everything was cedar; not a stone could be seen.

				19 He prepared the inner sanctuary inside the temple to put the ark of the Lord's covenant there. 20 The interior of the sanctuary was 30 feetbb long, 30 feetbc wide, and 30 feetbd high; he overlaid it with pure gold. He also overlaid the cedar altar. 21 Next, Solomon overlaid the interior of the temple with pure gold, and he hungbe gold chains across the front of the inner sanctuary and overlaid it with gold. 22 So he added the gold overlay to the entire temple until everything was completely finished, including the entire altar that belongs to the inner sanctuary.

				23 In the inner sanctuary he made two •cherubim 15 feetbf high out of olive wood. 24 One wing of the first cherub was 7 1/2 feet long,bg and the other wing was 7 1/2 feet long. The wingspan was 15 feetbh from tip to tip. 25 The second cherub also was 15 feet;bi both cherubim had the same size and shape. 26 The first cherub's height was 15 feetbj and so was the second cherub's. 27 Then he put the cherubim inside the inner temple. Since their wings were spread out, the first one's wing touched one wall while the second cherub's wing touched the otherbk wall, and in the middle of the temple their wings were touching wing to wing. 28 He also overlaid the cherubim with gold.

				29 He carved all the surrounding temple walls with carved engravings — cherubim, palm trees and flower blossoms — in both the inner and outer sanctuaries. 30 He overlaid the temple floor with gold in both the inner and outer sanctuaries.

				31 For the entrance of the inner sanctuary, he made olive wood doors. The pillars of the doorposts were five-sided.bl 32 The two doors were made of olive wood. He carved cherubim, palm trees, and flower blossoms on them and overlaid them with gold, hammering gold over the cherubim and palm trees. 33 In the same way, he made four-sidedbm olive wood doorposts for the sanctuary entrance. 34 The two doors were made of cypress wood; the first door had two folding sides, and the second door had two folding panels. 35 He carved cherubim, palm trees, and flower blossoms on them and overlaid them with gold applied evenly over the carving. 36 He built the inner courtyard with three rows of dressed stone and a row of trimmed cedar beams.

				37 The foundation of the Lord's temple was laid in Solomon's fourth year in the month of Ziv. 38 In his eleventh year in the eighth month, in the month of Bul, the temple was completed in every detail and according to every specification. So he built it in seven years.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Living Temple
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				#8 Christian leaders are to build their churches on one eternal foundation, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

				Solomon had the great privilege of building this magnificent Old Testament structure. The foundation that he laid was temporal and subject to decay. Eventually, because of God's judgment, the temple was destroyed by Israel's enemies. The same thing happened to the temple that Herod built around the time of Christ.

				When Jesus came, He made it clear He was going to build an entirely different temple. He revealed that He was going to"build [His] church, and the forces of Hades [would] not overpower it" (Mt 16:18). Though we often use the term church to refer to a structure, the biblical use refers to a living organism composed of believers. 

				Paul used the Old Testament temple to illustrate that God's new and living temple is built on the one true, eternal foundation, which is Jesus Christ (1Co 3:10). He also asked,"Don't you yourselves know that you are God's sanctuary and that the Spirit of God lives in you?" (1Co 3:16).  (See Ex #29:God's Sanctuary.)

				Reflection and Response

				Even though we may build the church on the one true foundation, which is Jesus Christ, what can happen if we don't build this living temple according to God's"every specification"?  (See 1Co #8:The True Foundation.)

				

				

	

Solomon's Palace Complex

				7 Solomon completed his entire palace complex after 13 years of construction. 2 He built the House of the Forest of Lebanon. It was 150 feetbn long, 75 feetbo wide, and 45 feetbp high on four rows of cedar pillars, with cedar beams on top of the pillars. 3 It was paneled above with cedar at the top of the chambers that rested on 45 pillars, 15 per row. 4 There were three rows of window frames, facing each otherbq in three tiers.br 5 All the doors and doorposts had rectangular frames, the openings facing each otherbs in three tiers.bt 6 He made the hall of pillars 75 feetbu long and 45 feetbv wide. A portico was in front of the pillars, and a canopy with pillarsbw was in front of them. 7 He made the Hall of the Throne where he would judge — the Hall of Judgment. It was paneled with cedar from the floor to the rafters. bx 8 Solomon's own palace where he would live, in the other courtyard behind the hall, was of similar construction. And he made a house like this hall for Pharaoh's daughter, his wife.by

				9 All of these buildings were of costly stones, cut to size and sawed with saws on the inner and outer surfaces, from foundation to coping and from the outside to the great courtyard. 10 The foundation was made of large, costly stones 12 and 15 feetbz long. 11 Above were also costly stones, cut to size, as well as cedar wood. 12 Around the great courtyard, as well as the inner courtyard of the Lord's temple and the portico of the temple, were three rows of dressed stone and a row of trimmed cedar beams.

				13 King Solomon had Hiram brought from Tyre. 14 He was a widow's son from the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre, a bronze craftsman. Hiram had great skill, understanding, and knowledge to do every kind of bronze work. So he came to King Solomon and carried out all his work.

				

	

The Bronze Pillars

				15 He cast two hollow bronze pillars: each 27 feetca high and 18 feetcb in circumference. cc 16 He also made two capitals of cast bronze to set on top of the pillars; 7 1/2 feetcd was the height of the first capital, and 7 1/2 feetce was also the height of the second capital. 17 The capitals on top of the pillars had gratings of latticework, wreathscf made of chainwork — seven for the first capital and seven for the second.

				18 He made the pillars with two encircling rows of pomegranates on the one grating to cover the capital on top; he did the same for the second capital. 19 And the capitals on top of the pillars in the portico were shaped like lilies, six feetcg high. 20 The capitals on the two pillars were also immediately above the rounded surface next to the grating, and 200 pomegranates were in rows encircling eachch capital. 21 He set up the pillars at the portico of the sanctuary: he set up the right pillar and named it Jachin; then he set up the left pillar and named it Boaz. 22 The tops of the pillars were shaped like lilies. Then the work of the pillars was completed.

				

	

The Reservoir

				23 He made the cast metal reservoir,ci 15 feetcj from brim to brim, perfectly round. It was 7 1/2 feetck high and 45 feetcl in circumference. 24 Ornamental gourds encircled it below the brim, 10 every half yard,cm completely encircling the reservoir. The gourds were cast in two rows when the reservoir was cast. 25 It stood on 12 oxen, three facing north, three facing west, three facing south, and three facing east. The reservoir was on top of them and all their hindquarters were toward the center. 26 The reservoir was three inchescn thick, and its rim was fashioned like the brim of a cup or of a lily blossom. It held 11,000 gallons.co

				

	

The Bronze Water Carts

				27 Then he made 10 bronze water carts.cp Each water cart was six feetcq long, six feetcr wide, and 4 1/2 feetcs high. 28 This was the design of the carts: They had frames; the frames were between the cross-pieces, 29 and on the frames between the cross-pieces were lions, oxen, and •cherubim. On the cross-pieces there was a pedestal above, and below the lions and oxen were wreaths of hangingct work. 30 Each cart had four bronze wheels with bronze axles. Underneath the four corners of the basin were cast supports, each next to a wreath. 31 And the water cart's opening inside the crown on top was 18 inchescu wide. The opening was round, made as a pedestal 27 inchescv wide. On it were carvings, but their frames were square, not round. 32 There were four wheels under the frames, and the wheel axles were part of the water cart; each wheel was 27 inchescw tall. 33 The wheels' design was similar to that of chariot wheels: their axles, rims, spokes, and hubs were all of cast metal. 34 Four supports were at the four corners of each water cart; each support was one piece with the water cart. 35 At the top of the cart was a band nine inchescx high encircling it; also, at the top of the cart, its braces and its frames were one piece with it. 36 He engraved cherubim, lions, and palm trees on the plates of its braces and on its frames, wherever each had space, with encircling wreaths. 37 In this way he made the 10 water carts using the same casting, dimensions, and shape for all of them.

				

	

Bronze Basins and Other Utensils

				38 Then he made 10 bronze basins — each basin holding 220 gallonscy and each was six feetcz wide — one basin for each of the 10 water carts. 39 He set five water carts on the right side of the temple and five on the left side. He put the reservoir near the right side of the temple toward the southeast. 40 Then Hiram made the basins, the shovels, and the sprinkling basins.

				

	

Completion of the Bronze Works

				So Hiram finished all the work that he was doing for King Solomon on the Lord's temple: 41 two pillars; bowls for the capitals that were on top of the two pillars; the two gratings for covering both bowls of the capitals that were on top of the pillars; 42 the 400 pomegranates for the two gratings (two rows of pomegranates for each grating covering both capitals' bowls on top of the pillars); 43 the 10 water carts; the 10 basins on the water carts; 44 the reservoir; the 12 oxen underneath the reservoir; 45 and the pots, shovels, and sprinkling basins. All the utensils that Hiram made for King Solomon at the Lord's temple were made of burnished bronze. 46 The king had them cast in clay molds in the Jordan Valley between Succoth and Zarethan. 47 Solomon left all the utensils unweighed because there were so many; the weight of the bronze was not determined.

				

	

Completion of the Gold Furnishings

				48 Solomon also made all the equipment in the Lord's temple: the gold altar; the gold table that the •bread of the Presence was placed on; 49 the pure gold lampstands in front of the inner sanctuary, five on the right and five on the left; the gold flowers, lamps, and tongs; 50 the pure gold ceremonial bowls, wick trimmers, sprinkling basins, ladles,da and firepans; and the gold hinges for the doors of the inner temple (that is, the most holy place) and for the doors of the temple sanctuary.

				51 So all the work King Solomon did in the Lord's temple was completed. Then Solomon brought in the consecrated things of his father David — the silver, the gold, and the utensils — and put them in the treasuries of the Lord's temple.

				

	

Solomon's Dedication of the Temple

				8 At that time Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, all the tribal heads and the ancestral leaders of the Israelites before him at Jerusalem in order to bring the ark of the Lord's covenant from the city of David, that is •Zion. 2 So all the men of Israel were assembled in the presence of King Solomon in the seventh month, the month of Ethanim, at the festival.

				3 All the elders of Israel came, and the priests picked up the ark. 4 The priests and the Levites brought the ark of the Lord, the tent of meeting, and the holy utensils that were in the tent. 5 King Solomon and the entire congregation of Israel, who had gathered around him and were with him in front of the ark, were sacrificing sheep and cattle that could not be counted or numbered, because there were so many. 6 The priests brought the ark of the Lord's covenant to its place, into the inner sanctuary of the temple, to the most holy place beneath the wings of the •cherubim. 7 For the cherubim were spreading their wings over db the place of the ark, so that the cherubim covered the ark and its poles from above. 8 The poles were so long that their ends were seen from the holy place in front of the inner sanctuary, but they were not seen from outside the sanctuary; they are there to this day. 9 Nothing was in the ark except the two stone tablets that Moses had put there at Horeb, where the Lord made a covenant with the Israelites when they came out of the land of Egypt.

				10 When the priests came out of the holy place, the cloud filled the Lord's temple, 11 and because of the cloud, the priests were not able to continue ministering, for the glory of the Lord filled the temple.

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual Sacrifices
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				#9 As God's living temple, we are to reveal God's glory by reflecting our Savior's sacrificial love as we relate to God and one another.

				In the Old Testament, God chose to reveal His glory first in the tabernacle and then in the temple. At Mount Sinai,"the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle" (Ex 40:35). And when Solomon dedicated this permanent structure in Jerusalem,"the glory of the Lord filled the temple" (1Kg 8:11). It is not accidental that both of these events are associated with the Ten Commandments in the ark (Ex 40:20; 1Kg 8:9). These commandments, of course, reflected God's holiness and glory. When the law was practiced in the temple, God's glory was revealed.

				When Jesus came, He gave His disciples—and us—a new command: to"love one another" as He had loved them and has loved all of us (Jn 13:34-35). Referring once again to the power of love to reveal God's righteousness and glory to unbelievers, Jesus said,"My Father is glorified by this: that you produce much fruit and prove to be My disciples" (Jn 15:8). When love is practiced in the church, God's glory is revealed.  (See Jn #28:Modeling Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				As a visible, living temple, in what specific ways are we to reflect God's glory?  (See Ezk #36:Reflecting God's Glory.)

				

				12 Then Solomon said:

				

				The Lord said that He would dwell 
in thick darkness.

				13 I have indeed built an exalted temple for You,

				a place for Your dwelling forever.

				

				14 The king turned around and blessed the entire congregation of Israel while they were standing. 15 He said:

				

				May the Lord God of Israel be praised!

				He spoke directly to my father David,

				and He has fulfilled the promise by His power.

				He said,

				16 "Since the day I brought My people Israel out of Egypt,

				I have not chosen a city to build a temple in

				among any of the tribes of Israel,

				so that My name would be there.

				But I have chosen David to rule My people Israel."

				17 It was in the desire of my father David

				to build a temple for the name of •Yahweh, the God of Israel.

				18 But the Lord said to my father David,

				"Since it was your desire to build a temple for My name,

				you have done well to have this desire.

				19 Yet you are not the one to build it;

				instead, your son, your own offspring,

				will build it for My name."

				20 The Lord has fulfilled what He promised.

				I have taken the place of my father David,

				and I sit on the throne of Israel, as the Lord promised.

				I have built the temple for the name of Yahweh, the God of Israel.

				21 I have provided a place there for the ark,

				where the Lord's covenant is

				that He made with our ancestors

				when He brought them out of the land of Egypt.

				

	

Solomon's Prayer

				22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in front of the entire congregation of Israel and spread out his hands toward heaven. 23 He said:

				

				Lord God of Israel,

				there is no God like You

				in heaven above or on earth below,

				keeping the gracious covenant

				with Your servants who walk before You

				with their whole heart.

				24 You have kept what You promised

				to Your servant, my father David.

				You spoke directly to him

				and You fulfilled  Your promise  by Your power

				as it is today.

				25 Therefore, Lord God of Israel,

				keep what You promised

				to Your servant, my father David:

				You will never fail to have a man

				to sit before Me on the throne of Israel,

				if only your sons guard their walk before Me

				as you have walked before Me.

				26 Now Lord dc God of Israel,

				please confirm what You promised

				to Your servant, my father David.

				

				27 But will God indeed live on earth?

				Even heaven, the highest heaven, cannot contain You,

				much less this temple I have built.

				28 Listendd to Your servant's prayer and his petition,

				Lord my God,

				so that You may hear the cry and the prayer

				that Your servant prays before You today,

				29 so that Your eyes may watch over this temple night and day,

				toward the place where You said:

				My name will be there,

				and so that You may hear the prayer

				that Your servant prays toward this place.

				30 Hear the petition of Your servant

				and Your people Israel,

				which they pray toward this place.

				May You hear in Your dwelling place in heaven.

				May You hear and forgive.

				

				31 When a man sins against his neighbor

				and is forced to take an oath,de

				and he comes to take an oath

				before Your altar in this temple,

				32 may You hear in heaven and act.

				May You judge Your servants,

				condemning the wicked man by bringing

				what he has done on his own head

				and providing justice for the righteous

				by rewarding him according to his righteousness.

				

				33 When Your people Israel are defeated before an enemy,

				because they have sinned against You,

				and they return to You and praise Your name,

				and they pray and plead with You

				for mercy in this temple,

				34 may You hear in heaven

				and forgive the sin of Your people Israel.

				May You restore them to the land

				You gave their ancestors.

				

				35 When the skies are shut and there is no rain,

				because they have sinned against You,

				and they pray toward this place

				and praise Your name,

				and they turn from their sins

				because You are afflicting them,

				36 may You hear in heaven

				and forgive the sin of Your servants

				and Your people Israel,

				so that You may teach them the good way

				they should walk in.

				May You send rain on Your land

				that You gave Your people for an inheritance.

				

				37 When there is famine on the earth,

				when there is pestilence,

				when there is blight, mildew, locust, or grasshopper,

				when their enemy besieges them

				in the region of their fortified cities,df

				when there is any plague or illness,

				38 whatever prayer or petition

				anyone from Your people Israel might have —

				each man knowing his own afflictionsdg

				and spreading out his hands toward this temple —

				39 may You hear in heaven, Your dwelling place,

				and may You forgive, act, and repay the man,

				according to all his ways, since You know his heart,

				for You alone know every human heart,

				40 so that they may •fear You

				all the days they live on the land

				You gave our ancestors.

				

				41 Even for the foreigner who is not of Your people Israel

				but has come from a distant land

				because of Your name —

				42 for they will hear of Your great name,

				mighty hand, and outstretched arm,

				and will come and pray toward this temple —

				43 may You hear in heaven, Your dwelling place,

				and do according to all the foreigner asks You for.

				Then all the people on earth will know Your name,

				to fear You as Your people Israel do

				and know that this temple I have built

				is called by Your name.

				

				44 When Your people go out to fight against their enemies, dh

				wherever You send them,

				and they pray to Yahweh

				in the direction of the city You have chosen

				and the temple I have built for Your name,

				45 may You hear their prayer and petition in heaven

				and uphold their cause.

				

				46 When they sin against You —

				for there is no one who does not sin —

				and You are angry with them

				and hand them over to the enemy,

				and their captors deport them to the enemy's country —

				whether distant or nearby —

				47 and when they come to their sensesdi

				in the land where they were deported

				and repent and petition You in their captors' land:

				"We have sinned and done wrong;

				we have been wicked,"

				48 and when they return to You with their whole mind and heart

				in the land of their enemies who took them captive,

				and when they pray to You in the direction of their land

				that You gave their ancestors,

				the city You have chosen,

				and the temple I have built for Your name,

				49 may You hear in heaven, Your dwelling place,

				their prayer and petition and uphold their cause.  (See Dt #7:Our Compassionate God.)

				50 May You forgive Your people

				who sinned against You

				and all their rebellionsdj against You,

				and may You give them compassion

				in the eyes of their captors,

				so that they may be compassionate to them.

				51 For they are Your people and Your inheritance;

				You brought them out of Egypt,

				out of the middle of an iron furnace.

				52 May Your eyes be open to Your servant's petition

				and to the petition of Your people Israel,

				listening to them whenever they call to You.

				53 For You, Lord God, have set them apart as Your inheritance

				from all the people on earth,

				as You spoke through Your servant Moses

				when You brought their ancestors out of Egypt.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Forgiveness

				[image: Getz0338.png]

				#10 Even though our sins are forgiven because of our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we need to confess our sins in order to experience ongoing and intimate fellowship with God.

				There are a number of themes in Solomon's dedicatory prayer that relate to God's living temple today:

				1.	The king interceded for Israel, just as Jesus Christ is the one true mediator between God and man (v. 22; 1Tm 2:5).

				2.	Without knowing it, Solomon alluded to the time God would become a man in the person of Jesus Christ (v. 27; Jn 1:14).

				3.	Though Solomon had no comprehensive understanding of the ultimate plan God had in mind in choosing Israel, he understood that as a nation they were to be a witness to all people (vv. 41-43; Gn 12:1-3).

				But no theme is more pervasive in Solomon's prayer than the need for God's gracious forgiveness (vv. 30,
34,36,39,50). Understanding only the temporary sacrificial system that God instituted at Mount Sinai, Solomon demonstrated the need for the one final sacrifice, Jesus Christ, who is"the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!" (Jn 1:29). He is our perfect high priest and intercessor who can identify with all of our weaknesses in that He was"tested in every way as we are" (Heb 4:14-16). And, when we confess our sins and receive the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, His blood continues"to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1Jn 1:9; see also Eph 1:7). However, to live in God's will and to experience a clear conscience, we must more and more be transformed into Christ's glorious image (See Rm 12:1-2; 1Tm 1:5).  (See Mt #13:Experiencing God's Forgiveness; 1Jn#3: Practicing the Truth.)

				Reflection and Response

				How should God's eternal forgiveness through the shed blood of Christ affect the way we live today?  (See Rm #10:Our New Life in Christ.)

				

				

	

Solomon's Blessing

				54 When Solomon finished praying this entire prayer and petition to the Lord, he got up from kneeling before the altar of the Lord, with his hands spread out toward heaven, 55 and he stood and blessed the whole congregation of Israel with a loud voice: 56 "May the Lord be praised! He has given rest to His people Israel according to all He has said. Not one of all the good promises He made through His servant Moses has failed. 57 May the Lord our God be with us as He was with our ancestors. May He not abandon us or leave us 58 so that He causes us to be devoteddk to Him, to walk in all His ways, and to keep His commands, statutes, and ordinances, which He commanded our ancestors. 59 May my words I have made my petition with before the Lord be near the Lord our God day and night, so that He may uphold His servant's cause and the cause of His people Israel, as each day requires, 60 and so that all the peoples of the earth may know that Yahweh is God. There is no other! 61 Let your heart be completely devoted to the Lord our God to walk in His statutes and to keep His commands, as it is today."

				62 The king and all Israel with him were offering sacrifices in the Lord's presence. 63 Solomon offered a sacrifice of •fellowship offerings to the Lord: 22,000 cattle and 120,000 sheep. In this manner the king and all the Israelites dedicated the Lord's temple.

				64 On the same day, the king consecrated the middle of the courtyard that was in front of the Lord's temple because that was where he offered the •burnt offering, the •grain offering, and the fat of the fellowship offerings since the bronze altar before the Lord was too small to accommodate the burnt offerings, the grain offerings, and the fat of the fellowship offerings.

				65 Solomon and all Israel with him — a great assembly, from the entrance of Hamathdl to the Brook of Egypt — observed the festival at that time in the presence of the Lord our God, seven days, and seven more days — 14 days. 66 On the fifteenth daydm he sent the people away. So they blessed the king and went home to their tents rejoicing and with joyful hearts for all the goodness that the Lord had done for His servant David and for His people Israel.

				A Principle to Live By - Standing Firm

				[image: Getz0339.png]

				#11 Even though we may be sincere followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, we must be on guard against Satan's efforts to lead us into sinful disobedience.

				Solomon's sincerity permeates his words of blessing. With his people, he definitely wanted his heart to"be completely devoted to the Lord." Without doubt, he desired to obey all of God's commandments (v. 61). Sadly, the end of his story is one of spiritual disaster. Though he had more of God's wisdom than any individual who lived at that time, he woefully betrayed the Lord and his people by indulging in horrible idolatry and immorality.  (See 1 Kg #13: Moral Compromise)

				His failures are a definite warning to all Christians. The apostle Paul emphasized this truth:

				Now these things happened to them as examples, and they were written as a warning to us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. So, whoever thinks he stands must be careful not to fall! (1Co 10:11-12)

				Paul also encouraged all of us with a wonderful promise. As those living under the new covenant, we have the Holy Spirit indwelling our lives personally and corporately as God's living sanctuary (1Co 3:16; 2Co 6:16). We need not follow in Solomon's footsteps. Thus Paul wrote,

				No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to humanity. God is faithful, and He will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation He will also provide a way of escape so that you are able to bear it. (1Co 10:13)  (See 1Co #22:Lessons from Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the precautions all Christians should take to avoid Israel's failures?  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				

				

	

The Lord's Response

				9 When Solomon finished building the temple of the Lord, the royal palace, and all that Solomon desired to do, 2 the Lord appeared to Solomon a second time just as He had appeared to him at Gibeon. 3 The Lord said to him:

				

				I have heard your prayer and petition you have made before Me. I have consecrated this temple you have built, to put My name there forever; My eyes and My heart will be there at all times.

				

				4 As for you, if you walk before Me as your father David walked, with a heart of integrity and in what is right, doing everything I have commanded you, and if you keep My statutes and ordinances, 5 I will establish your royal throne over Israel forever, as I promised your father David: You will never fail to have a man on the throne of Israel.

				

				6 If you or your sons turn away from following Me and do not keep My commands — My statutes that I have set before you — and if you go and serve other gods and worship them, 7 I will cut off Israel from the land I gave them, and I will rejectdn the temple I have sanctified for My name. Israel will become an object of scorn and ridicule among all the peoples. 8 Though this temple is now exalted, do everyone who passes by will be appalled and will mock.dp They will say: Why did the Lord do this to this land and this temple? 9 Then they will say: Because they abandoned the Lord their God who brought their ancestors out of the land of Egypt. They clung to other gods and worshiped and served them. Because of this, the Lord brought all this ruin on them. (See Ezk #34:A Holy Sanctuary.)

				

	

King Hiram's 20 Towns

				10 At the end of 20 years during which Solomon had built the two houses, the Lord's temple and the royal palace — 11 Hiram king of Tyre having supplied him with cedar and cypress logs and gold for his every wish — King Solomon gave Hiram 20 towns in the land of Galilee. 12 So Hiram went out from Tyre to look over the towns that Solomon had given him, but he was not pleased with them. 13 So he said,"What are these towns you've given me, my brother?" So he called them the Land of Cabul, as they are still called today. 14 Now Hiram had sent the king 9,000 poundsdq of gold.

				

	

Solomon's Forced Labor

				15 This is the account of the forced labor that King Solomon had imposed to build the Lord's temple, his own palace, the supporting terraces, the wall of Jerusalem, and Hazor, Megiddo, and Gezer. 16 Pharaoh king of Egypt had attacked and captured Gezer. He then burned it down, killed the Canaanites who lived in the city, and gave it as a dowry to his daughter, Solomon's wife. 17 Then Solomon rebuilt Gezer, Lower Beth-horon, 18 Baalath, Tamar dr in the Wilderness of Judah, 19 all the storage cities that belonged to Solomon, the chariot cities, the cavalry cities, and whatever Solomon desired to build in Jerusalem, Lebanon, or anywhere else in the land of his dominion.

				20 As for all the peoples who remained of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, who were not Israelites — 21 their descendants who remained in the land after them, those whom the Israelites were unable to •completely destroy — Solomon imposed forced labor on them; it is this way until today. 22 But Solomon did not consign the Israelites to slavery; they were soldiers, his servants, his commanders, his captains, and commanders of his chariots and his cavalry. 23 These were the deputies who were over Solomon's work: 550 who ruled over the people doing the work.

				

	

Solomon's Other Activities

				24 Pharaoh's daughter moved from the city of David to the house that Solomon had built for her; he then built the terraces.

				25 Three times a year Solomon offered •burnt offerings and •fellowship offerings on the altar he had built for the Lord, and he burned incense with them in the Lord's presence. So he completed the temple.

				26 King Solomon put together a fleet of ships at Ezion-geber, which is near Eloth on the shore of the •Red Sea in the land of Edom. 27 With the fleet, Hiram sent his servants, experienced seamen, along with Solomon's servants. 28 They went to Ophir and acquired gold there — 16 tonsds — and delivered it to Solomon.

				

	

The Queen of Sheba

				10 The queen of Sheba heard about Solomon's fame connected with the name of •Yahweh and came to test him with difficult questions.2 She came to Jerusalem with a very large entourage, with camels bearing spices, gold in great abundance, and precious stones. She came to Solomon and spoke to him about everything that was on her mind. 3 So Solomon answered all her questions; nothing was too difficult for the king to explain to her. 4 When the queen of Sheba observed all of Solomon's wisdom, the palace he had built,5 the food at his table, his servants' residence, his attendants' service and their attire, his cupbearers, and the •burnt offerings he offered at the Lord's temple, it took her breath away.

				6 She said to the king,"The report I heard in my own country about your words and about your wisdom is true. 7 But I didn't believe the reports until I came and saw with my own eyes. Indeed, I was not even told half. Your wisdom and prosperity far exceed the report I heard. 8 How happy are your men. dt How happy are these servants of yours, who always stand in your presence hearing your wisdom. 9 May Yahweh your God be praised! He delighted in you and put you on the throne of Israel, because of the Lord's eternal love for Israel. He has made you king to carry out justice and righteousness."

				10 Then she gave the king four and a half tonsdu of gold, a great quantity of spices, and precious stones. Never again did such a quantity of spices arrive as those the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.

				11 In addition, Hiram's fleet that carried gold from Ophir brought from Ophir a large quantity of almug wood and precious stones. 12 The king made the almug wood into steps for the Lord's temple and the king's palace and into lyres and harps for the singers. Never before had such almug wood come, and the like has not been seen again even to this very day.

				13 King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba her every desire — whatever she asked — besides what he had given her out of his royal bounty. Then she, along with her servants, returned to her own country.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Bridge to the World

				[image: Getz0340.png]

				#12 We should love one another as Christ has loved us, demonstrating to unbelievers that Jesus is who He claimed to be—the God-man.

				When the queen of Sheba came to visit Solomon, she was incredibly impressed, not only with the king's wisdom and wealth, but with the benefits to his subjects. Consequently, even as a pagan queen, she paid tribute to Israel's God (v. 9). 

				When Jesus chose the apostles to launch and lead His church, He did not promise them Solomon's honor and wealth during their lifetime on earth. However, He did promise them the Holy Spirit, who would reveal God's will and wisdom:

				But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit—the Father will send Him in My name—will teach you all things and remind you of everything I have told you. (Jn 14:26)

				Jesus then prayed that these men would be one with each other, just as He was one with the Father. Furthermore, He prayed for all of us who would believe in Him through their witness. This prayer had one major purpose: that the world would believe that the Lord Jesus came from the Father to give eternal life to all who believe.

				I pray not only for these, but also for those who believe in Me through their message. May they all be one, as You, Father, are in Me and I am in You. May they also be one in Us, so the world may believe You sent Me. (Jn 17:20-21)

				When unbelievers observe the church, God's living temple, functioning in Christlike love and unity, it should, as it were, take their breath away, just as it did when the queen of Sheba saw the results of Solomon's wisdom and God's earthly blessings on Israel (1Kg 10:5). Furthermore, it's God's will that all those who do not know Christ would praise God like the queen of Sheba did (v. 9)—not because of our earthly possessions, but because of the gift of His Son and the Holy Spirit who enables Christians to love one another.  (See Jn #28:Modeling Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				Can you share experiences where unbelievers have been so impressed with the love and unity in a local church that it has virtually taken their breath away? 

				

				

	

Solomon's Wealth

				14 The weight of gold that came to Solomon annually was 25 tons,dv 15 besides what came from merchants, traders' merchandise, and all the Arabian kings and governors of the land.

				16 King Solomon made 200 large shields of hammered gold; 15 poundsdw of gold went into each shield. 17 He made 300 small shields of hammered gold; about four poundsdx of gold went into each shield. The king put them in the House of the Forest of Lebanon.

				18 The king also made a large ivory throne and overlaid it with fine gold. 19 The throne had six steps; there was a rounded top at the back of the throne, armrests on either side of the seat, and two lions standing beside the armrests. 20 Twelve lions were standing there on the six steps, one at each end. Nothing like it had ever been made in any other kingdom.

				21 All of King Solomon's drinking cups were gold, and all the utensils of the House of the Forest of Lebanon were pure gold. There was no silver, since it was considered as nothing in Solomon's time, 22 for the king had ships of Tarshish at sea with Hiram's fleet, and once every three years the ships of Tarshish would arrive bearing gold, silver, ivory, apes, and peacocks.dy

				23 King Solomon surpassed all the kings of the world in riches and in wisdom. 24 The whole world wanted an audience with Solomon to hear the wisdom that God had put in his heart. 25 Every man would bring his annual tribute: itemsdz of silver and gold, clothing, weapons,ea spices, and horses and mules.

				26 Solomon accumulated 1,400 chariots and 12,000 horsemen and stationed them in the chariot cities and with the king in Jerusalem. 27 The king made silver as common in Jerusalem as stones, and he made cedar as abundant as sycamore in the Judean foothills. 28 Solomon's horses were imported from Egypt and Kue. The king's traders bought them from Kue at the going price. 29 A chariot was imported from Egypt for 15 poundseb of silver, and a horse for about four pounds.ec In the same way, they exported them to all the kings of the Hittites and to the kings of Aram through their agents.

				

	

Solomon's Unfaithfulness to God

				11 King Solomon loved many foreign women in addition to Pharaoh's daughter: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women2 from the nations that the Lord had told the Israelites about,"Do not intermarry with them, and they must not intermarry with you, because they will turn you away from Me to their gods." Solomon was deeply attached to these women and loved them. 3 He had 700 wives who were princesses and 300 concubines, and they turned his heart away from the Lord.

				4 When Solomon was old, his wives seduced him to follow other gods. He was not completely devoted to •Yahweh his God, as his father David had been.5 Solomon followed •Ashtoreth, the goddess of the Sidonians, and •Milcom, the detestable idol of the Ammonites.6 Solomon did what was evil in the Lord's sight, and unlike his father David, he did not completely follow Yahweh.

				7 At that time, Solomon built a •high place for Chemosh, the detestable idol of Moab, and for Milcom,ed the detestable idol of the Ammonites, on the hill across from Jerusalem.8 He did the same for all his foreign wives, who were burning incense and offering sacrifices to their gods.

				A Principle to Live By - Moral Compromise
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				#13 We should not compromise our love for God by engaging in any form of immorality. 

				In spite of the extraordinary wisdom God gave Solomon, he failed to apply it in his own life. He proceeded to violate God's commandment to never marry Canaanite women (Dt 7:1-3). Furthermore, he violated God's standard of monogamy introduced in the original creation (Gn 2:24-25). Though God tolerated polygamy because of the way sin impacted the culture, He still warned any future king in Israel never to"acquire many wives for himself so that his heart won't go astray" (Dt 17:17). What God had warned against happened! The pagan women he had brought into his harem"seduced him to follow other gods," which compromised his love for God (1Kg 11:4).

				Jesus taught that it's impossible to serve two masters (Mt 6:24). Though he was speaking about God versus money, the principle applies to any form of idolatry, including sexual immorality. Paul spoke to this issue: 

				Therefore, put to death what belongs to your worldly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desire, and greed, which is idolatry. (Col 3:5)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways is blatant immorality, as it is promoted in the world today, dulling our love for God and interfering with our commitment to serve Him wholeheartedly?  (See Rm #3:Sin's Devastating Results.)

				

				9 The Lord was angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned away from Yahweh, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice.10 He had commanded him about this, so that he would not follow other gods, but Solomon did not do what the Lord had commanded.

				11 Then the Lord said to Solomon,"Since you have done thisee and did not keep My covenant and My statutes, which I commanded you, I will tear the kingdom away from you and give it to your servant. 12 However, I will not do it during your lifetime because of your father David; I will tear it out of your son's hand. 13 Yet I will not tear the entire kingdom away from him. I will give one tribe to your son because of my servant David and because of Jerusalem that I chose."

				A Principle to Live By - Finishing Well
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				#14 Even though we have had a strong beginning in our walk with God, we must not assume that we'll automatically continue on the path God has designed for us.  (See Jos #24:Finishing Well.)

				Solomon's great beginning and his expansive witness in the world did not keep him from a tragic end. Though God allowed him to serve as king until he died, 10 tribes were eventually taken from him and given to his servant Jeroboam. 

				The apostle Paul urged all who put their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation to continue to"walk worthy of the calling [we] have received" (Eph 4:1). We are to be on guard consistently so that we"no longer walk as the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their thoughts" (Eph 4:17). Rather, we are to"walk in love, as the Messiah also loved us and gave Himself for us" (Eph 5:2). This means we are to"walk as children of light," which will enable us to discern"what is pleasing to the Lord" (Eph 5:8-10). 

				This is a daily process, and it calls for diligence. The key to finishing well, Paul stated in conclusion, is to"be strengthened by the Lord" by putting on"the full armor of God" (Eph 6:10-11)—something Solomon failed to do.  (See Eph #10:Walking in Newness of Life.)

				Reflection and Response

				What was Paul's personal strategy for finishing well? (See 1Co 9:24-27.)  (See Heb #18:Focusing on Christ.)

				

				

	

Solomon's Enemies

				14 So the Lord raised up Hadad the Edomite as an enemy against Solomon. He was of the royal family in Edom. 15 Earlier, when David was in Edom, Joab, the commander of the army, had gone to bury the dead and had struck down every male in Edom. 16 For Joab and all Israel had remained there six months, until he had killed every male in Edom. 17 Hadad fled to Egypt, along with some Edomites from his father's servants. At the time Hadad was a small boy. 18 Hadad and his men set out from Midian and went to Paran. They took men with them from Paran and went to Egypt, to Pharaoh king of Egypt, who gave Hadad a house, ordered that he be given food, and gave him land. 19 Pharaoh liked Hadad so much that he gave him a wife, the sister of his own wife, Queen Tahpenes. 20 Tahpenes' sister gave birth to Hadad's son Genubath. Tahpenes herself weaned him in Pharaoh's palace, and Genubath lived there along with Pharaoh's sons.

				21 When Hadad heard in Egypt that David rested with his fathers and that Joab, the commander of the army, was dead, Hadad said to Pharaoh,"Let me leave, so I can go to my own country."

				22 But Pharaoh asked him,"What do you lack here with me for you to want to go back to your own country?"

				"Nothing," he replied,"but please let me leave."

				23 God raised up Rezon son of Eliada as an enemy against Solomon. Rezon had fled from his master Hadadezer king of Zobah 24 and gathered men to himself. He became captain of a raiding party when David killed the Zobaites. He ef went to Damascus, lived there, and became king in Damascus. 25 Rezon was Israel's enemy throughout Solomon's reign, adding to the trouble Hadad had caused. He ruled over Aram, eg but he loathed Israel.

				26 Now Solomon's servant, Jeroboam son of Nebat, was an Ephraimite from Zeredah. His widowed mother's name was Zeruah. Jeroboam rebelled against Solomon, 27 and this is the reason he rebelled against the king: Solomon had built the supporting terraces and repaired the opening in the wall of the city of his father David. 28 Now the man Jeroboam was capable, and Solomon noticed the young man because he was getting things done. So he appointed him over the entire labor force of the house of Joseph.

				29 During that time, the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite met Jeroboam on the road as Jeroboam came out of Jerusalem. Now Ahijah had wrapped himself with a new cloak, and the two of them were alone in the open field. 30 Then Ahijah took hold of the new cloak he had on, tore it into 12 pieces,31 and said to Jeroboam,"Take 10 pieces for yourself, for this is what the Lord God of Israel says: 'I am about to tear the kingdom out of Solomon's hand. I will give you 10 tribes, 32 but one tribe will remain his because of my servant David and because of Jerusalem, the city I chose out of all the tribes of Israel.33 For they have abandoned Me; they have bowed the knee to Ashtoreth, the goddess of the Sidonians, to Chemosh, the god of Moab, and to Milcom, the god of the Ammonites. They have not walked in My ways to do what is right in My eyes and to carry out My statutes and My judgments as his father David did.

				34 " 'However, I will not take the whole kingdom from his hand but will let him be ruler all the days of his life because of My servant David, whom I chose and who kept My commands and My statutes. 35 I will take 10 tribes of the kingdom from his son's hand and give them to you. 36 I will give one tribe to his son, so that My servant David will always have a lamp before Me in Jerusalem, the city I chose for Myself to put My name there. 37 I will appoint you, and you will reign as king over all you want, and you will be king over Israel.

				38 " 'After that, if you obey all I command you, walk in My ways, and do what is right in My sight in order to keep My statutes and My commands as My servant David did, I will be with you. I will build you a lasting dynasty just as I built for David, and I will give you Israel. 39 I will humble David's descendants, because of their unfaithfulness, but not forever.'" eh

				40 Therefore, Solomon tried to kill Jeroboam, but he fled to Egypt, to Shishak king of Egypt, where he remained until Solomon's death.

				A Principle to Live By - Jealousy's Terrible Toll

				[image: Getz0343.png]

				#15 We should never underestimate the insidious power of jealousy.

				Just as Saul tried to kill David when he discovered that God had anointed David to replace him, so Solomon tried to kill Jeroboam when he discovered that he was to receive 10 tribes.  (See 1Sm #32:Self-Destructive Behavior)  Think for a moment about the arrogance that fed these feelings of jealousy. Rather than humbling themselves before God in true brokenness and repentance, both Saul and Solomon tried to kill their God-appointed successors. In reality, they were blatantly raising their swords against the Lord Himself. As always, jealousy unchecked had taken its terrible toll. 

				After exhorting all believers to"walk worthy," Paul stated a foundational truth. We are to make sure our walk with God is characterized by"all humility and gentleness, with patience, accepting one another in love" (Eph 4:2). We are to follow the example of Jesus Christ (Php 2:5-8). Neither Saul nor Solomon practiced this quality. Rather, they were obsessed with pride, hatred, and jealousy, which led to their demise.  (See Php #6:Imitating Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				What causes jealousy within among Christians today, and how can we avoid allowing this powerful emotion to take control of our lives?  (See 1Sm #28:Jealous Reactions.)

				

				

	

Solomon's Death

				41 The rest of the events of Solomon's reign, along with all his accomplishments and his wisdom, are written in the Book of Solomon's Events. 42 The length of Solomon's reign in Jerusalem over all Israel totaled 40 years. 43 Solomon rested with his fathers and was buried in the city of his father David. His son Rehoboam became king in his place.

				

	

The Kingdom Divided

				12 Then Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had gone to Shechem to make him king. 2 When Jeroboam son of Nebat heard about it, for he was still in Egypt where he had fled from King Solomon's presence, Jeroboam stayed in Egypt. ei 3 They summoned him, and Jeroboam and the whole assembly of Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam: 4 "Your father made our yoke difficult. You, therefore, lighten your father's harsh service and the heavy yoke he put on us, and we will serve you."

				5 Rehoboam replied,"Go home for three days and then return to me." So the people left. 6 Then King Rehoboam consulted with the elders who had served his father Solomon when he was alive, asking,"How do you advise me to respond to these people?"

				7 They replied,"Today if you will be a servant to these people and serve them, and if you respond to them by speaking kind words to them, they will be your servants forever."

				8 But he rejected the advice of the elders who had advised him and consulted with the young men who had grown up with him and served him. 9 He asked them,"What message do you advise that we send back to these people who said to me, 'Lighten the yoke your father put on us'?"

				10 Then the young men who had grown up with him told him,"This is what you should say to these people who said to you, 'Your father made our yoke heavy, but you, make it lighter on us! ' This is what you should tell them: 'My little finger is thicker than my father's loins! 11 Although my father burdened you with a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke; my father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with barbed whips.'"ej

				12 So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam on the third day, as the king had ordered:"Return to me on the third day." 13 Then the king answered the people harshly. He rejected the advice the elders had given him 14 and spoke to them according to the young men's advice:"My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke; my father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with barbed whips."ek

				A Principle to Live By - Aged Wisdom

				[image: Getz0344.png]

				#16 When seeking advice, we should value the accumulated wisdom of those who are older than we are.

				After Solomon died, his son Rehoboam ascended the throne. Knowing that the prophet Ahijah had prophesied that 10 tribes would come under Jeroboam's jurisdiction, the leaders of Israel convinced Jeroboam to join them in confronting Rehoboam regarding Solomon's tax burden. They assured the new king that if he lightened this burden they would serve him faithfully (12:4).

				Rehoboam agreed to consult with the elders in Israel, who urged him to become a servant leader (12:7). Unfortunately, Rehoboam rejected their advice and turned to younger men who affirmed his personal agenda—to be dictatorial and greedy for power. 

				From a human point of view, this was a tragic mistake. Ten tribes rebelled and even killed Rehoboam's labor secretary when he tried to enforce the king's edicts (12:18). Without equivocation, they installed Jeroboam as king (12:20) and Ahijah's prophecy came true (11:35-36). From that point forward the kingdom was divided between Israel's 10 tribes in the north and Judah with Benjamin in the south. 

				The lesson is clear: Though growing older is no guarantee that wisdom will follow, generally it's true, especially among men and women who are committed to living in harmony with God's will. This is why Peter wrote,

				In the same way, you younger men, be subject to the elders. And all of you clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble. (1Pt 5:5; see also 1Tm 5:1-2a.)

				Throughout Scripture, younger people are encouraged to respect their elders—to listen and learn from their years of experience. Sadly, Rehoboam failed to apply this principle in his life, and it cost him dearly.  (See Pr #1:Teachability.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it often difficult for the younger generation to listen to and learn from those who are older?  (See 1Sm #24:Being Teachable.)

				

				15 The king did not listen to the people, because this turn of events came from the Lord to carry out His word, which the Lord had spoken through Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam son of Nebat. 16 When all Israel saw that the king had not listened to them, the people answered him:

				

				What portion do we have in David?

				We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse.

				Israel, return to your tents;

				David, now look after your own house!

				

				So Israel went to their tents, 17 but Rehoboam reigned over the Israelites living in the cities of Judah.

				18 Then King Rehoboam sent Adoram, el who was in charge of forced labor, but all Israel stoned him to death. King Rehoboam managed to get into the chariot and flee to Jerusalem. 19 Israel is in rebellion against the house of David until today.

				

	

Rehoboam in Jerusalem

				20 When all Israel heard that Jeroboam had come back, they summoned him to the assembly and made him king over all Israel. No one followed the house of David except the tribe of Judah alone.21 When Rehoboam arrived in Jerusalem, he mobilized 180,000 choice warriors from the entire house of Judah and the tribe of Benjamin to fight against the house of Israel to restore the kingdom to Rehoboam son of Solomon. 22 But a revelation from God came to Shemaiah, the man of God: 23 "Say to Rehoboam son of Solomon, king of Judah, to the whole house of Judah and Benjamin, and to the rest of the people, 24 'This is what the Lord says: You are not to march up and fight against your brothers, the Israelites. Each of you must return home, for I have done this.'"

				So they listened to what the Lord said and went back as He had told them.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Sovereignty and Human Responsibility
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				#17 Though we make mistakes that lead to serious consequences, we are to remember that God is still sovereign and in control of human events.

				When Rehoboam made a serious error in judgment, God held him responsible and he suffered the consequences. At the same time, the Lord was in control of what was happening among His people. It was the Lord who had determined that Jeroboam would inherit 10 tribes and Rehoboam only Judah and Benjamin.

				How can we reconcile these two great realities? This is perhaps one of the most difficult teachings in Scripture. How can we be held responsible for our sinful actions when God has clearly planned for certain events to happen? We see this great truth throughout Scripture. For example, when Peter was preaching on the day of Pentecost, he used words that both puzzled and angered Israel's leaders:

				Men of Israel, listen to these words: This Jesus the Nazarene was a man pointed out to you by God with miracles, wonders, and signs that God did among you through Him, just as you yourselves know. Though He was delivered up according to God's determined plan and foreknowledge, you used lawless people to nail Him to a cross and kill Him. (Ac 2:22-23)  (See Lk #49:God's Sovereignty.)

				Was Jesus' sacrifice part of God's eternal plan? Yes! Did God hold people responsible for Jesus' death? Absolutely! God's sovereign plan was unfolding and human beings were carrying out that plan with their own free will. They were not forced to reject Jesus Christ and His message. 

				From our limited perspective, we cannot reconcile these great realities. Both are true, though they seem contradictory. And so it is with God's great plan for the salvation of individuals. All true believers were in His heart and mind before the foundation of the world (Eph 1:3-6). And yet,"everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved" (Rm 10:13). As Peter affirmed, God does not want"any to perish but all to come to repentance" (2Pt 3:9).

				Reflection and Response

				What often happens when we try to explain and reconcile God's sovereign plans with human responsibility?  (See Ec #4:God's Sovereign Will.)

				

				

	

Jeroboam's Idolatry

				25 Jeroboam built Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim and lived there. From there he went out and built Penuel. 26 Jeroboam said to himself,"The way things are going now, the kingdom might return to the house of David. 27 If these people regularly go to offer sacrifices in the Lord's temple in Jerusalem, the heart of these people will return to their lord, Rehoboam king of Judah. They will murder me and go back to the king of Judah." 28 So the king sought advice.

				Then he made two golden calves, and he said to the people,"Going to Jerusalem is too difficult for you. Israel, here is your Godem who brought you out of the land of Egypt." 29 He set up one in Bethel, and put the other in Dan. 30 This led to sin; the people walked in procession before one of the calves all the way to Dan. en

				31 Jeroboam also built shrines on the •high places and set up priests from every class of people who were not Levites. 32 Jeroboam made a festival in the eighth month on the fifteenth day of the month, like the festival in Judah. He offered sacrifices on the altar; he made this offering in Bethel to sacrifice to the calves he had set up. He also stationed the priests in Bethel for the high places he had set up. 33 He offered sacrifices oneo the altar he had set up in Bethel on the fifteenth day of the eighth month. He chose this month on his own. He made a festival for the Israelites, offered sacrifices on the altar, and burned incense.

				A Principle to Live By - Deception and Distortions

				[image: Getz0346.png]

				#18 We must constantly be on guard against those who claim to be teaching the truth but who are distorting the Word of God.

				As king over the 10 tribes, Jeroboam became fearful that when the children of Israel traveled to Jerusalem to worship God in the temple, they might reject him and follow Rehoboam (v. 27). Ironically, Jeroboam repeated Rehoboam's mistake and listened to bad advice. Jeroboam's advisers suggested he make two calves in two locations to accommodate the children of Israel geographically. They probably focused on the fact that Aaron, the high priest, had fashioned a calf of gold at Mount Sinai and that the children of Israel received it favorably (Ex 32:1-4). The advisers purposely omitted God's commandment never to construct an idol or bow down to it (Ex 20:4) and ignored God's judgment that had followed: 3,000 men died (Ex 32:25-28).

				Using this distorted information, Jeroboam convinced the children of Israel that it was not necessary to go to Jerusalem to worship. Besides, it was too far to travel. He also told them that these two golden calves were the God who brought them out of Egypt. Sadly, the people believed this lie, which once again led to God's judgment (1Kg 13:34). 

				In his final letter to Timothy, Paul advised this young pastor that"difficult times will come in the last days" (2Tm 3:1). A key factor will be false teachers. Thus Paul warned,

				Just as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so these also resist the truth, men who are corrupt in mind, worthless in regard to the faith. (2Tm 3:8)  (See  2Tm #8:Standing Firm on Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the false and distorted messages that are being proclaimed today in the name of Jesus Christ, and what are the results in many Christians' lives?

				

				

	

Judgment on Jeroboam

				13 A man of God came from Judah to Bethel by a revelation from the Lord while Jeroboam was standing beside the altar to burn incense. 2 The man of God cried out against the altar by a revelation from the Lord:"Altar, altar, this is what the Lord says, 'A son will be born to the house of David, named Josiah, and he will sacrifice on you the priests of the •high places who are burning incense on you. Human bones will be burned on you.'" 3 He gave a sign that day. He said,"This is the sign that the Lord has spoken: 'The altar will now be ripped apart, and the ashes that are on it will be poured out.'"

				4 When the king heard the word that the man of God had cried out against the altar at Bethel, Jeroboam stretched out his hand from the altar and said,"Arrest him!" But the hand he stretched out against him withered, and he could not pull it back to himself. 5 The altar was ripped apart, and the ashes poured from the altar, according to the sign that the man of God had given by the word of the Lord.

				6 Then the king responded to the man of God,"Plead for the favor of the Lord your God and pray for me so that my hand may be restored to me." So the man of God pleaded for the favor of the Lord, and the king's hand was restored to him and became as it had been at first.

				7 Then the king declared to the man of God,"Come home with me, refresh yourself, and I'll give you a reward."

				8 But the man of God replied,"If you were to give me half your house, I still wouldn't go with you, and I wouldn't eat bread or drink water in this place, 9 for this is what I was commanded by the word of the Lord: 'You must not eat bread or drink water or go back the way you came.'" 10 So he went another way; he did not go back by the way he had come to Bethel.

				

	

The Old Prophet and the Man of God

				11 Now a certain old prophet was living in Bethel. His son ep came and told him all the deeds that the man of God had done that day in Bethel. His sons also told their father the words that he had spoken to the king. 12 Then their father said to them,"Which way did he go?" His sons had seen eq the way taken by the man of God who had come from Judah. 13 Then he said to his sons,"Saddle the donkey for me." So they saddled the donkey for him, and he got on it. 14 He followed the man of God and found him sitting under an oak tree. He asked him,"Are you the man of God who came from Judah?"

				"I am," he said.

				15 Then he said to him,"Come home with me and eat bread."

				16 But he answered,"I cannot go back with you, eat bread, or drink water with you in this place, 17 for a message came to me by the word of the Lord: 'You must not eat bread or drink water there or go back by the way you came.'"

				18 He said to him,"I am also a prophet like you. An angel spoke to me by the word of the Lord: 'Bring him back with you to your house so that he may eat bread and drink water.'" The old prophet deceived him,19 and the man of God went back with him, ate bread in his house, and drank water.

				20 While they were sitting at the table, the word of the Lord came to the prophet who had brought him back, 21 and the prophet cried out to the man of God who had come from Judah,"This is what the Lord says: 'Because you rebelled against the command of the Lord and did not keep the command that the Lord your God commanded you — 22 but you went back and ate bread and drank water in the place that He said to you,"Do not eat bread and do not drink water" — your corpse will never reach the grave of your fathers.'"

				23 So after he had eaten bread and after he had drunk, the old prophet saddled the donkey for the prophet he had brought back. 24 When he left, er a lion attackedes him along the way and killed him. His corpse was thrown on the road, and the donkey was standing beside it; the lion was standing beside the corpse too.

				25 There were men passing by who saw the corpse thrown on the road and the lion standing beside it, and they went and spoke about it in the city where the old prophet lived. 26 When the prophet who had brought him back from his way heard about it, he said,"He is the man of God who disobeyed the command of the Lord. The Lord has given him to the lion, and it has mauled and killed him, according to the word of the Lord that He spoke to him."

				27 Then the old prophet instructed his sons,"Saddle the donkey for me." They saddled it, 28 and he went and found the corpse of the man of God thrown on the road with the donkey and the lion standing beside the corpse. The lion had not eaten the corpse or mauled the donkey. 29 So the prophet lifted the corpse of the man of God and laid it on the donkey and brought it back. The old prophet came into the city to mourn and bury him. 30 Then he laid the corpse in his own grave, and they mourned over him:"Oh, my brother!"

				31 After he had buried him, he said to his sons,"When I die, you must bury me in the grave where the man of God is buried; lay my bones beside his bones, 32 for the word that he cried out by a revelation from the Lord against the altar in Bethel and against all the shrines of the high places in the cities of Samaria is certain to happen."

				A Principle to Live By - False Prophets and Teachers

				[image: Getz0347.png]

				#19 We must not accept or tolerate the teaching of anyone who claims to be a spokesperson for God but whose message contradicts the clear teachings of Scripture.

				The man of God who pronounced judgment on Israel's wicked king Jeroboam brought judgment on himself. He already knew God's truth, but then he let another prophet deceive him with a false message, and he suffered the consequences.

				There is a warning here for all Christians, including spiritual leaders. John wrote,

				Many deceivers have gone out into the world; they do not confess the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist. Watch yourselves so you don't lose what we have worked for, but that you may receive a full reward. Anyone who does not remain in Christ's teaching but goes beyond it, does not have God. The one who remains in that teaching, this one has both the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your home, and don't say,"Welcome," to him; for the one who says,"Welcome," to him shares in his evil works. (2Jn 7-11)

				John was speaking of a house church, and he was warning believers never to invite someone who denies the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ to address a community of believers. To do so is to participate in communicating a false doctrine that contradicts the divine message of Scripture. 

				This doesn't mean that we should not invite a non-Christian into our homes for Bible study or to attend a church meeting in order to discover the true message of the Word of God. But we shouldn't allow these individuals to teach if"they do not confess the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh" (2Jn 7).  (See 2Jn #2:Rejecting False Teaching.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does this Principle to Live By apply to Christians who attend churches and support these ministries with their time, talents, and treasures when the pastors and teachers in these churches deny the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ?

				

				33 After all this Jeroboam did not repent of his evil way but again set up priests for the high places from every class of people. He ordained whoever so desired it, and they became priests of the high places.34 This was the sin that caused the house of Jeroboam to be wiped out and annihilated from the face of the earth.

				

	

Disaster on the House of Jeroboam

				14 At that time Abijah son of Jeroboam became sick. 2 Jeroboam said to his wife,"Go disguise yourself, so they won't know that you're Jeroboam's wife, and go to Shiloh. Ahijah the prophet is there; it was he who told about me becoming king over this people. 3 Take with you 10 loaves of bread, some cakes, and a jar of honey, and go to him. He will tell you what will happen to the boy."

				4 Jeroboam's wife did that: she went to Shiloh and arrived at Ahijah's house. Ahijah could not see; his gaze was fixedet due to his age. 5 But the Lord had said to Ahijah,"Jeroboam's wife is coming soon to ask you about her son, for he is sick. You are to say such and such to her. When she arrives, she will be disguised."

				6 When Ahijah heard the sound of her feet entering the door, he said,"Come in, wife of Jeroboam! Why are you disguised? I have bad news for you. 7 Go tell Jeroboam, 'This is what the Lord God of Israel says: I raised you up from among the people, appointed you ruler over My people Israel, 8 tore the kingdom away from the house of David, and gave it to you. But you were not like My servant David, who kept My commands and followed Me with all of his heart, doing only what is right in My eyes. 9 You behaved more wickedly than all who were before you. In order to provoke Me, you have proceeded to make for yourself other gods and cast images, but you have flung Me behind your back. 10 Because of all this, I am about to bring disaster on the house of Jeroboam:

				

				I will eliminate all of Jeroboam's males,eu

				both slave and free,ev in Israel;

				I will sweep away the house of Jeroboam

				as one sweeps away dung until it is all gone!

				11 Anyone who belongs to Jeroboam and dies in the city,

				the dogs will eat,

				and anyone who dies in the field,

				the birds of the sky will eat,

				for the Lord has said it! '

				

				12 "As for you, get up and go to your house. When your feet enter the city, the boy will die. 13 All Israel will mourn for him and bury him. He alone out of Jeroboam's house will be put in the family tomb, because out of the house of Jeroboam the Lord God of Israel found something good only in him. 14 The Lord will raise up for Himself a king over Israel, who will eliminate the house of Jeroboam. This is the day, yes,ew even today! 15 For the Lord will strike Israel and the people will shake as a reed shakes in water. He will uproot Israel from this good soil that He gave to their ancestors. He will scatter them beyond the Euphrates because they made their •Asherah poles, provoking the Lord. 16 He will give up Israel because of Jeroboam's sins that he committed and caused Israel to commit."

				17 Then Jeroboam's wife got up and left and went to Tirzah. As she was crossing the threshold of the house, the boy died. 18 He was buried, and all Israel mourned for him, according to the word of the Lord He had spoken through His servant Ahijah the prophet.

				19 As for the rest of the events of Jeroboam's reign, how he waged war and how he reigned, note that they are written in the Historical Record of Israel's Kings. 20 The length of Jeroboam's reign was 22 years. He rested with his fathers, and his son Nadab became king in his place.

				A Principle to Live By - Encouraging One Another
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				#20 We should encourage one another regularly so that we are not deceived by sin and drawn away from God's will.

				Before God judged Jeroboam's whole household for evil behavior, He warned the king in several direct and dramatic ways. First, while Jeroboam was engaging in idolatrous worship, an unnamed man of God warned the king of judgment to come. Initially, Jeroboam seemed to respond, but ultimately he ignored several miraculous events designed to get his attention (13:1-6).

				Next, God brought judgment on the man of God for listening to a lie (13:7-32). The message is clear: If God's true messenger was seriously judged for disobedience, what about Jeroboam's sins that personified evil again and again?

				Sadly for Jeroboam, the Lord took his innocent son from him—another warning that evidently didn't soften Jeroboam's heart (14:12-18). He ignored all of God's warnings and continued to violate the Lord's will. 

				Most of us as believers—even if we're lukewarm Christians—would never think of indulging in Jeroboam's idolatrous and immoral activities. However, there is a principle that does apply to us. The author of Hebrews stated it clearly:

				Watch out, brothers, so that there won't be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart that departs from the living God. (Heb 3:12)

				Sin in any form can harden our hearts, so we must continually be on guard and encourage one another to live in God's will (See Heb 10:24-25).  (See  Heb #15:Building Up One Another.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can all Christians encourage one another regularly?  (See Pr #24:The Power of Words.)

				

				

	

Judah's King Rehoboam

				21 Now Rehoboam, Solomon's son, reigned in Judah. Rehoboam was 41 years old when he became king; he reigned 17 years in Jerusalem, the city where •Yahweh had chosen from all the tribes of Israel to put His name. Rehoboam's mother's name was Naamah the Ammonite.

				22 Judah did what was evil in the Lord's eyes. They provoked Him to jealous anger more than all that their ancestors had done with the sins they committed. 23 They also built for themselves •high places, sacred pillars, and Asherah poles on every high hill and under every green tree; 24 there were even male cult prostitutes in the land. They imitated all the detestable practices of the nations the Lord had dispossessed before the Israelites.

				25 In the fifth year of King Rehoboam, Shishak king of Egypt went to war against Jerusalem. 26 He seized the treasuries of the Lord's temple and the treasuries of the royal palace. He took everything. He took all the gold shields that Solomon had made. 27 King Rehoboam made bronze shields in their place and committed them into the care of the captains of the royal escortsex who guarded the entrance to the king's palace. 28 Whenever the king entered the Lord's temple, the royal escorts would carry the shields, then they would take them back to the royal escorts' armory.

				29 The rest of the events of Rehoboam's reign, along with all his accomplishments, are written about in the Historical Record of Judah's Kings. 30 There was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam throughout their reigns. 31 Rehoboam rested with his fathers and was buried with his fathers in the city of David. His mother's name was Naamah the Ammonite. His son Abijam became king in his place.

				

	

Judah's King Abijam

				15 In the eighteenth year of Israel's King Jeroboam son of Nebat, Abijam became king over Judah 2 and reigned three years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Maacah daughter of Abishalom.

				3 Abijam walked in all the sins his father before him had committed, and he was not completely devoted to the Lord his God as his ancestor David had been. 4 But because of David, the Lord his God gave him a lamp in Jerusalem to raise up his son after him and to establish Jerusalem. 5 For David did what was right in the Lord's eyes, and he did not turn aside from anything He had commanded him all the days of his life, except in the matter of Uriah the Hittite.

				6 There had been war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all the days of Rehoboam's life. 7 The rest of the events of Abijam's reign, along with all his accomplishments, are written in the Historical Record of Judah's Kings. There was also war between Abijam and Jeroboam. 8 Abijam rested with his fathers and was buried in the city of David. His son Asa became king in his place.

				

	

Judah's King Asa

				9 In the twentieth year of Israel's King Jeroboam, Asa became king of Judah 10 and reigned 41 years in Jerusalem. His grandmother'sey name was Maacah daughter of Abishalom.

				11 Asa did what was right in the Lord's eyes, as his ancestor David had done.12 He banished the male cult prostitutes from the land and removed all of the idols that his fathers had made.13 He also removed his grandmotherez Maacah from being queen mother because she had made an obscene image of •Asherah. Asa chopped down her obscene image and burned it in the Kidron Valley.14 The •high places were not taken away; but Asa's heart was completely devoted to the Lord his entire life.15 He brought his father's consecrated gifts and his own consecrated gifts into the Lord's temple: silver, gold, and utensils.

				16 There was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel throughout their reigns. 17 Israel's King Baasha went to war against Judah. He built Ramah in order to deny anyone access to Judah's King Asa. 18 So Asa withdrew all the silver and gold that remained in the treasuries of the Lord's temple and the treasuries of the royal palace and put it into the hands of his servants. Then King Asa sent them to Ben-hadad son of Tabrimmon son of Hezion king of Aram who lived in Damascus, saying, 19 "There is a treaty between me and you, between my father and your father. Look, I have sent you a gift of silver and gold. Go and break your treaty with Baasha king of Israel so that he will withdraw from me."

				20 Ben-hadad listened to King Asa and sent the commanders of his armies against the cities of Israel. He attacked Ijon, Dan, Abel-beth-maacah, all Chinnereth, and the whole land of Naphtali. 21 When Baasha heard about it, he quit building Ramah and stayed in Tirzah. 22 Then King Asa gave a command to everyone without exception in Judah, and they carried away the stones of Ramah and the timbers Baasha had built it with. Then King Asa built Geba of Benjamin and Mizpah with them.

				23 The rest of all the events of Asa's reign, along with all his might, all his accomplishments, and the cities he built, are written in the Historical Record of Judah's Kings. But in his old age he developed a disease in his feet.24 Then Asa rested with his fathers and was buried in the city of his ancestor David. His son Jehoshaphat became king in his place.

				A Principle to Live By - Courageous Leaders

				[image: Getz0349.png]

				#21 Spiritual leaders must take a firm and courageous stand against apostasy and the sinful practices that have infiltrated the church.

				Rehoboam's son Abijam followed in his father's sinful train (v. 3), but his grandson, Asa, brought spiritual reform throughout Judah (v. 9). Although he was evidently unable to remove all the high places that syncretized true worship with pagan practices, his heart reflected David's heart—a strong desire to love and obey God. 

				When Paul instructed Timothy regarding the directions he was to give to the church in Ephesus, he warned this young pastor against evil practices that would creep into the family of God:

				Now the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will depart from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and the teachings of demons, through the hypocrisy of liars whose consciences are seared. They forbid marriage and demand abstinence from foods that God created to be received with gratitude by those who believe and know the truth. . . . If you point these things out to the brothers, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, nourished by the words of the faith and the good teaching that you have followed. (1Tm 4:1-3,6)

				In many respects, Timothy became a first-century Asa—a man who dared to confront evil practices among God's people. Today, spiritual leaders have the same responsibility and challenge. Many so-called Christians in the modern-day church have allowed themselves to become"conformed to this age" (Rm 12:2). We need courageous spiritual leaders who will firmly but lovingly confront straying Christians.  (See 1Tm #8:False Doctrine.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the sinful practices in today's church, and how can spiritual leaders address these sins and help Christians develop internal qualities that reflect true spirituality—the opposite of legalistic requirements that do not result in true spirituality?  (See 2Ch #30:The Spirit of the Law.)

				

				

	

Israel's King Nadab

				25 Nadab son of Jeroboam became king over Israel in the second year of Judah's King Asa; he reigned over Israel two years. 26 Nadab did what was evil in the Lord's sight and followed the example of his father and the sin he had caused Israel to commit.

				27 Then Baasha son of Ahijah of the house of Issachar conspired against Nadab, and Baasha struck him down at Gibbethon of the Philistines while Nadab and all Israel were besieging Gibbethon. 28 In the third year of Judah's King Asa, Baasha killed Nadab and reigned in his place.

				29 When Baasha became king, he struck down the entire house of Jeroboam. He did not leave Jeroboam any survivors butfa destroyed his family according to the word of the Lord He had spoken through His servant Ahijah the Shilonite. 30 This was because Jeroboam had provokedfb the Lord God of Israel by the sins he had committed and had caused Israel to commit.

				31 The rest of the events of Nadab's reign, along with all his accomplishments, are written in the Historical Record of Israel's Kings. 32 There was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel throughout their reigns.

				

	

Israel's King Baasha

				33 In the third year of Judah's King Asa, Baasha son of Ahijah became king over all Israel and reigned in Tirzah 24 years. 34 He did what was evil in the Lord's sight and followed the example of Jeroboam and the sin he had caused Israel to commit.

				16 Now the word of the Lord came to Jehu son of Hanani against Baasha: 2 "Because I raised you up from the dust and made you ruler over My people Israel, but you have walked in the way of Jeroboam and have caused My people Israel to sin, provoking Me with their sins, 3 take note: I will sweep away Baasha and his house, and I will make your house like the house of Jeroboam son of Nebat:

				

				4 Anyone who belongs to Baasha and dies in the city,

				the dogs will eat,

				and anyone who is his and dies in the field,

				the birds of the sky will eat."

				

				5 The rest of the events of Baasha's reign, along with all his accomplishments and might, are written in the Historical Record of Israel's Kings. 6 Baasha rested with his fathers and was buried in Tirzah. His son Elah became king in his place. 7 Through the prophet Jehu son of Hanani the word of the Lord also came against Baasha and against his house because of all the evil he had done in the Lord's sight, provoking Him with the work of his hands and being like the house of Jeroboam, and because Baasha had struck down the house of Jeroboam.

				

	

Israel's King Elah

				8 In the twenty-sixth year of Judah's King Asa, Elah son of Baasha became king over Israel and reigned in Tirzah two years.

				9 His servant Zimri, commander of half his chariots, conspired against him while Elah was in Tirzah getting drunk in the house of Arza, who was in charge of the household at Tirzah. 10 In the twenty-seventh year of Judah's King Asa, Zimri went in, struck Elah down, killing him. Then Zimri became king in his place.

				11 When he became king, as soon as he was seated on his throne, Zimri struck down the entire house of Baasha. He did not leave a single male,fc including his kinsmen and his friends. 12 So Zimri destroyed the entire house of Baasha, according to the word of the Lord He had spoken against Baasha through Jehu the prophet. 13 This happened because of all the sins of Baasha and those of his son Elah, which they committed and caused Israel to commit, provoking the Lord God of Israel with their worthless idols.

				14 The rest of the events of Elah's reign, along with all his accomplishments, are written in the Historical Record of Israel's Kings.

				

	

Israel's King Zimri

				15 In the twenty-seventh year of Judah's King Asa, Zimri became king for seven days in Tirzah. Now the troops were encamped against Gibbethon of the Philistines. 16 When these troops heard that Zimri had not only conspired but had also struck down the king, then all Israel made Omri, the army commander, king over Israel that very day in the camp. 17 Omri along with all Israel marched up from Gibbethon and besieged Tirzah. 18 When Zimri saw that the city was captured, he entered the citadel of the royal palace and burned it down over himself. He died 19 because of the sin he committed by doing what was evil in the Lord's sight and by following the example of Jeroboam and the sin he caused Israel to commit.

				20 The rest of the events of Zimri's reign, along with the conspiracy that he instigated, are written in the Historical Record of Israel's Kings. 21 At that time the people of Israel were divided: half the people followed Tibni son of Ginath, to make him king, and half followed Omri. 22 However, the people who followed Omri proved stronger than those who followed Tibni son of Ginath. So Tibni died and Omri became king.

				

	

Israel's King Omri

				23 In the thirty-first year of Judah's King Asa, Omri became king over Israel and reigned 12 years. He reigned six years in Tirzah,24 then he bought the hill of Samaria from Shemer for 150 poundsfd of silver, and he built up the hill. He named the city he built Samaria based on the name Shemer, the owner of the hill.

				25 Omri did what was evil in the Lord's sight; he did more evil than all who were before him. 26 He followed the example of Jeroboam son of Nebat and in his sins that he caused Israel to commit, provoking the Lord God of Israel with their worthless idols. 27 The rest of the events of Omri's reign, along with his accomplishments and the might he exercised, are written in the Historical Record of Israel's Kings. 28 Omri rested with his fathers and was buried in Samaria. His son Ahab became king in his place.

				

	

Israel's King Ahab

				29 Ahab son of Omri became king over Israel in the thirty-eighth year of Judah's King Asa; Ahab son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria 22 years. 30 But Ahab son of Omri did what was evil in the Lord's sight more than all who were before him.31 Then, as if following the sin of Jeroboam son of Nebat were a trivial matter, he married Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and then proceeded to serve •Baal and worship him.32 He set up an altar for Baal in the temple of Baal that he had built in Samaria. 33 Ahab also made an •Asherah pole. Ahab did more to provoke the Lord God of Israel than all the kings of Israel who were before him.

				34 During his reign, Hiel the Bethelite built Jericho. At the cost of Abiram his firstborn, he laid its foundation, and at the cost of Segub his youngest, he set up its gates, according to the word of the Lord He had spoken through Joshua son of Nun.

				A Principle to Live By - Sinful Regression
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				#22 We should not be surprised when leaders who deliberately violate God's spiritual and moral laws become more and more rebellious and evil.

				We see this principle illustrated in the lives of all the kings of Israel, but Omri and Ahab were each worse than any king before them (16:25,30). Ahab took another step downward by marrying Jezebel, a very immoral woman. He actually built a temple for Baal, one of Jezebel's primary gods. 

				The story of Israel's kings is an example of sinful humanity as outlined in the opening section of Paul's letter to the Romans. This description illustrates a downward slide from idolatry to depravity:

				For though they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God or show gratitude. Instead, their thinking became nonsense, and their senseless minds were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man, birds, four-footed animals, and reptiles. Therefore God delivered them over in the cravings of their hearts to sexual impurity, so that their bodies were degraded among themselves. They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served something created instead of the Creator, who is praised forever. Amen. (Rm 1:21-25)  (See Rm #3:Sin's Devastating Results.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways are we seeing this sinful, downward spiral taking place in our own culture? 

				

				

				

	

Elijah Announces Famine

				17 Now Elijah the Tishbite, from the Gilead settlers, fe said to Ahab,"As the Lord God of Israel lives, I stand before Him, and there will be no dew or rain during these years except by my command!"

				2 Then a revelation from the Lord came to him: 3 "Leave here, turn eastward, and hide yourself at the •Wadi Cherith where it enters the Jordan. 4 You are to drink from the wadi. I have commanded the ravens to provide for you there."

				5 So he did what the Lord commanded. Elijah left and lived by the Wadi Cherith where it enters the Jordan. 6 The ravens kept bringing him bread and meat in the morning and in the evening, and he drank from the wadi.

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Persecution and Rejection
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				#23 When we are faithful in following the Lord Jesus Christ in a decadent world, we should anticipate rejection and persecution.  (See Jr #38:Living without Compromise.)

				When King Ahab married Jezebel and began to worship Baal, he also accepted the Canaanite belief that this false god was a living deity who controlled the elements, particularly dew and rain. Elijah reminded Ahab in a very direct fashion that it was"the Lord God of Israel" who"lives" and who controls the elements (v. 1). To prove it, Elijah proclaimed that there would be no dew or rain until he announced it. All of this was preparation for the contest on Mount Carmel (18:20-39). 

				We can only imagine what happened when word got back to Jezebel. Likely, she would have immediately done all within her power to destroy him. However, God protected Elijah.

				In a sense, Christians have the same special calling to confront sin as Elijah. We are all to be a light in this world. In certain circumstances,"all those who want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted" because, wrote Paul,"Evil people and impostors will become worse, deceiving and being deceived" (2Tm 3:12-13). However, when this happens, we can claim Christ's promise that He will never leave us or forsake us, whether in life or death (Heb 13:5-6).  (See Php #4:Eternal Values.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it difficult for most of us to identify with the suffering of many first-century Christians—and with many Christians today who live in parts of the world that are hostile to the message of Jesus Christ?

				

				7 After a while, the wadi dried up because there had been no rain in the land.

				

	

Elijah and the Widow

				8 Then the word of the Lord came to him: 9 "Get up, go to Zarephath that belongs to Sidon and stay there. Look, I have commanded a woman who is a widow to provide for you there." 10 So Elijah got up and went to Zarephath. When he arrived at the city gate, there was a widow woman gathering wood. Elijah called to her and said,"Please bring me a little water in a cup and let me drink." 11 As she went to get it, he called to her and said,"Please bring me a piece of bread in your hand."

				12 But she said,"As the Lord your God lives, I don't have anything baked — only a handful of flour in the jar and a bit of oil in the jug. Just now, I am gathering a couple of sticks in order to go prepare it for myself and my son so we can eat it and die."

				13 Then Elijah said to her,"Don't be afraid; go and do as you have said. But first make me a small loaf from it and bring it out to me. Afterward, you may make some for yourself and your son, 14 for this is what the Lord God of Israel says, 'The flour jar will not become empty and the oil jug will not run dry until the day the Lord sends rain on the surface of the land."

				15 So she proceeded to do according to the word of Elijah. Then the woman, Elijah, and her household ate for many days.16 The flour jar did not become empty, and the oil jug did not run dry, according to the word of the Lord He had spoken throughff Elijah.

				A Principle to Live By - A Test of Faith
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				#24 At times, we should expect the Lord to allow us to experience uncertainty in order to develop our faith in Him.

				As the drought continued, Elijah's anxiety level must have risen as the stream of water slowed to a mere trickle and then dried up altogether. At the last moment, God spoke to Elijah. It was then and not before that"the word of the Lord came to him" to go north to Sidon (v. 8).

				Elijah's ordeal reminds us of Paul's prison experience living under house arrest in Rome. Just when he was running low on funds to care for himself, he received a gift of money from the church in Philippi. Responding with gratitude to these believers, he wrote,

				I know both how to have a little, and I know how to have a lot. In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being content—whether well fed or hungry, whether in abundance or in need. I am able to do all things through Him who strengthens me. (Php 4:12-13)

				Although Paul often received revelations from God, at times he had to wait until the last moment to know what steps he should take next in doing God's will. He had to trust God moment by moment. For example, during his first imprisonment in Rome, he didn't know whether he would live or die. Regardless, he was eager to do God's will (Php 1:18-26). 

				It shouldn't surprise us that at times we live in periods of uncertainty. When we do, we can claim that wonderful promise from the book of Proverbs:

				Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own understanding; think about Him in all your ways, and He will guide you on the right paths. (Pr 3:5-6)

				Reflection and Response

				What would happen to our faith in God if we always knew specifically how God was going to care for us?

				

				

	

The Widow's Son Raised

				17 After this, the son of the woman who owned the house became ill. His illness became very severe until no breath remained in him. 18 She said to Elijah,"Man of God, what do we have in common? Have you come to remind me of my •guilt and to kill my son?"

				19 But Elijah said to her,"Give me your son." So he took him from her arms, brought him up to the upper room where he was staying, and laid him on his own bed.20 Then he cried out to the Lord and said,"My Lord God, have You also brought tragedy on the widow I am staying with by killing her son?" 21 Then he stretched himself out over the boy three times. He cried out to the Lord and said,"My Lord God, please let this boy's life return to him!"

				22 So the Lord listened to Elijah's voice, and the boy's life returned to him, and he lived. 23 Then Elijah took the boy, brought him down from the upper room into the house, and gave him to his mother. Elijah said,"Look, your son is alive."

				24 Then the woman said to Elijah,"Now I know you are a man of God and the Lord's word from your mouth is true."

				A Principle to Live By - Crisis Prayers
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				#25 We should consider crises in our lives as opportunities to learn to pray more fervently.

				As a powerful prophet of God, Elijah was not exempt from painful emotions. There he stood, holding the widow's dead son in his arms. Agony was written all over this poor woman's tear-stained face as she asked the most difficult question of all:"Why?" 

				Elijah's subsequent prayer was no ordinary prayer. He"cried out to the Lord" (v. 20). In deep emotional stress and frustration, he poured out his soul to God. 

				The Lord not only honored Elijah's persistence in prayer, He also honored his honesty and his forthrightness regarding his own doubts, fears, and disillusionment—as well as keen disappointment. We read that"the boy's life returned to him, and he lived" (v. 22). 

				We should never hesitate to pray when we're facing a serious crisis, even if we have neglected this important spiritual exercise when things were going well. It's natural that we pray more fervently during difficult trials. This is why Paul exhorted the Philippians,

				Don't worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses every thought, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. (Php 4:6-7)

				Reflection and Response

				Why does it often take crises in our lives to teach us to pray more fervently?  (See Neh #1:Intense Prayer.)

				

				

	

Elijah's Message to Ahab

				18 After a long time, the word of the Lord came to Elijah in the third year:"Go and present yourself to Ahab. I will send rain on the surface of the land." 2 So Elijah went to present himself to Ahab.

				The famine was severe in Samaria. 3 Ahab called for Obadiah, who was in charge of the palace. Obadiah was a man who greatly •feared the Lord 4 and took 100 prophets and hid them, 50 men to a cave, and provided them with food and water when Jezebel slaughtered the Lord's prophets. 5 Ahab said to Obadiah,"Go throughout the land to every spring of water and to every •wadi. Perhaps we'll find grass so we can keep the horses and mules alive and not have to destroy any cattle." 6 They divided the land between them in order to cover it. Ahab went one way by himself, and Obadiah went the other way by himself.

				7 While Obadiah was walking along the road, Elijah suddenly met him. When Obadiah recognized him, he fell with his face to the ground and said,"Is it you, my lord Elijah?"

				8 "It is I," he replied."Go tell your lord, 'Elijah is here! '"

				9 But Obadiah said,"What sin have I committed, that you are handing your servant over to Ahab to put me to death? 10 As the Lord your God lives, there is no nation or kingdom where my lord has not sent someone to search for you. When they said, 'He is not here,' he made that kingdom or nation swear they had not found you.

				11 "Now you say, 'Go tell your lord,"Elijah is here!" ' 12 But when I leave you, the Spirit of the Lord may carry you off to some place I don't know. Then when I go report to Ahab and he doesn't find you, he will kill me. But I, your servant, have feared the Lord from my youth. 13 Wasn't it reported to my lord what I did when Jezebel slaughtered the Lord's prophets? I hid 100 of the prophets of the Lord, 50 men to a cave, and I provided them with food and water. 14 Now you say, 'Go tell your lord,"Elijah is here!" ' He will kill me!"

				15 Then Elijah said,"As the Lord of •Hosts lives, before whom I stand, today I will present myself to Ahab."

				16 Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him. Then Ahab went to meet Elijah. 17 When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him,"Is that you, you destroyer of Israel?"

				18 He replied,"I have not destroyed Israel, but you and your father's house have, because you have abandoned the Lord's commands and followed the •Baals.  (See Gn #5:Avoiding Rationalization.)19 Now summon all Israel to meet me at Mount Carmel, along with the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of •Asherah who eat at Jezebel’s table."

				A Principle to Live By - Faith-Building Experiences
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				#26 We should expect God at times to design smaller challenges in order to build our faith so we can face greater challenges victoriously.

				Elijah was about to face his greatest challenge in trusting God—a contest with the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel. However, God's faith-building curriculum is clear. 

				1.	It began with the call to issue a prophetic message to King Ahab (17:1).

				2.	When he was hiding, he had to trust God day by day for sustenance, even when the water in the wadi was running dry (17:5-7). 

				3.	To build his faith even further, God then sent him to live with a poor, starving widow, compelling Elijah to trust God for their daily sustenance for at least two years (17:8-16).

				4.	During this time, he faced the extraordinary challenge to believe that God would bring the woman's son back to life (17:17-24). 

				We see a New Testament faith-building experience when Jesus encountered a man whose son was demon possessed. He begged the Lord to have compassion on this tormented boy. Jesus responded by saying,"Everything is possible to the one who believes" (Mk 9:23). The man's response illustrates this faith principle:"I do believe! Help my unbelief" (Mk 9:24).  (See Mk #17: The Object of Faith, p. 1357.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the ways God develops our faith so we can face even greater challenges in today's world?

				

				

	

Elijah at Mount Carmel

				20 So Ahab summoned all the Israelites and gathered the prophets at Mount Carmel. 21 Then Elijah approached all the people and said,"How long will you hesitate between two opinions? If •Yahweh is God, follow Him. But if Baal, follow him." But the people didn't answer him a word.

				22 Then Elijah said to the people,"I am the only remaining prophet of the Lord, but Baal's prophets are 450 men. 23 Let two bulls be given to us. They are to choose one bull for themselves, cut it in pieces, and place it on the wood but not light the fire. I will prepare the other bull and place it on the wood but not light the fire. 24 Then you call on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of Yahweh. The God who answers with fire, He is God."

				All the people answered,"That sounds good."

				25 Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal,"Since you are so numerous, choose for yourselves one bull and prepare it first. Then call on the name of your god but don't light the fire."

				26 So they took the bull that he gave them, prepared it, and called on the name of Baal from morning until noon, saying,"Baal, answer us!" But there was no sound; no one answered. Then they danced, hobbling around the altar they had made.

				27 At noon Elijah mocked them. He said,"Shout loudly, for he's a god! Maybe he's thinking it over; maybe he has wandered away;fg or maybe he's on the road. Perhaps he's sleeping and will wake up!" 28 They shouted loudly, and cut themselves with knives and spears, according to their custom, until blood gushed over them. 29 All afternoon they kept on raving until the offering of the evening sacrifice, but there was no sound; no one answered, no one paid attention.

				30 Then Elijah said to all the people,"Come near me." So all the people approached him. Then he repaired the Lord's altar that had been torn down: 31 Elijah took 12 stones — according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord had come, saying,"Israel will be your name" — 32 and he built an altar with the stones in the name of Yahweh. Then he made a trench around the altar large enough to hold about four gallons. fh, fi 33 Next, he arranged the wood, cut up the bull, and placed it on the wood. He said,"Fill four water pots with water and pour it on the offering to be burned and on the wood." 34 Then he said,"A second time!" and they did it a second time. And then he said,"A third time!" and they did it a third time. 35 So the water ran all around the altar; he even filled the trench with water.

				36 At the time for offering the evening sacrifice, Elijah the prophet approached the altar and said,"Yahweh, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, today let it be known that You are God in Israel and I am Your servant, and that at Your word I have done all these things. 37 Answer me, Lord! Answer me so that this people will know that You, Yahweh, are God and that You have turned their hearts back."

				38 Then Yahweh's fire fell and consumed the •burnt offering, the wood, the stones, and the dust, and it licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 When all the people saw it, they fell facedown and said,"Yahweh, He is God! Yahweh, He is God!"

				A Principle to Live By - Double Mindedness

				[image: Getz0355.png]

				#27 When given a clear opportunity to acknowledge the one true God, we should realize that our silence may indicate the degree of unbelief in our lives.

				When the children of Israel gathered in front of the huge stage at Mount Carmel, Elijah issued a great challenge. In some respects, it was reflective of the challenge Joshua set before the children of Israel—to choose then and there whom they were going to worship (Jos 24:15). The response in Elijah's case was far different. The audience chose to say nothing (1Kg 18:21), which in itself spoke loudly. They were demonstrating their unbelief. 

				Internal conflict is not new, even when we live under God's grace. The apostle Paul testified to this reality in his own life:

				For I do not do the good that I want to do, but I practice the evil that I do not want to do. (Rm 7:19)

				Thankfully, Paul did not stop there. He went on to describe the way out of this ambivalence: living"according to the Spirit" (Rm 8:1-4). 

				As Christians, we'll always struggle to make right decisions. However, these struggles become less frequent and less intense when we allow the Holy Spirit to control our lives rather than our sinful flesh. In this sense, we have a great advantage over the children of Israel. The Holy Spirit dwells within us, waiting to empower us when we commit our lives to Him.  (See Rm #13:Inner Conflict.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some specific reasons some of us live conflicted lives when it comes to making choices between right and wrong?

				

				40 Then Elijah ordered them,"Seize the prophets of Baal! Do not let even one of them escape." So they seized them, and Elijah brought them down to the Wadi Kishon and slaughtered them there. 41 Elijah said to Ahab,"Go up, eat and drink, for there is the sound of a rainstorm."

				42 So Ahab went to eat and drink, but Elijah went up to the summit of Carmel. He bowed down on the ground and put his face between his knees. 43 Then he said to his servant,"Go up and look toward the sea."

				So he went up, looked, and said,"There's nothing."

				Seven times Elijah said,"Go back."

				44 On the seventh time, he reported,"There's a cloud as small as a man's hand coming from the sea."

				Then Elijah said,"Go and tell Ahab, 'Get your chariot ready and go down so the rain doesn't stop you.'"

				45 In a little while, the sky grew dark with clouds and wind, and there was a downpour. So Ahab got in his chariot and went to Jezreel. 46 The power of the Lord was on Elijah, and he tucked his mantle under his belt and ran ahead of Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.

				

	

Elijah's Journey to Horeb

				19 Ahab told Jezebel everything that Elijah had done and how he had killed all the prophets with the sword.2 So Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying,"May the gods punish me and do so severely if I don't make your life like the life of one of them by this time tomorrow!"

				3 Then Elijah became afraid fj and immediately ran for his life. When he came to Beer-sheba that belonged to Judah, he left his servant there,4 but he went on a day's journey into the wilderness. He sat down under a broom tree and prayed that he might die. He said,"I have had enough! Lord, take my life, for I'm no better than my fathers." 

				A Principle to Live By - Discouragement and Depression
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				#28 When we experience discouragement and even depression, we should evaluate the degree to which we are physically, psychologically, and spiritually exhausted.

				Following Elijah's great spiritual victory on Mount Carmel, he had great hopes for revival in Israel. Ahab appeared humble, and the people responded en masse, acknowledging that the Lord was the one true God (18:39). However, Elijah's hopes were dashed. Jezebel was livid and announced that she would do all within her power to take his life (19:1-2). Furthermore, Ahab—as usual—let her have her way. 

				When Elijah received this message, there was a stunning change in his personality. His joy turned to sadness and his boldness to fear. After facing 450 prophets of Baal so victoriously, Elijah was now running from one woman! He lost perspective and entered a state of deep discouragement and depression. This should not surprise us. As James reminded us,"Elijah was a man with a nature like ours" (Jms 5:17). He was exhausted physically, psychologically, and spiritually. 

				When Paul and his traveling companions were under terrible duress, they experienced some of the same emotions:

				In fact, when we came into Macedonia, we had no rest. Instead, we were troubled in every way: conflicts on the outside, fears inside. (2Co 7:5)

				God eventually comforted them"by the arrival of Titus" (2Co 7:6). However, there was a period of deep distress in their lives before they were able to function normally. 

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some Christians believe they should never experience depression when they're living in God's will and doing His work on earth?

				

				5 Then he lay down and slept under the broom tree.

				Suddenly, an angel touched him. The angel told him,"Get up and eat." 6 Then he looked, and there at his head was a loaf of bread baked over hot stones, and a jug of water. So he ate and drank and lay down again. 7 Then the angel of the Lord returned for a second time and touched him. He said,"Get up and eat, or the journey will be too much for you." 8 So he got up, ate, and drank. Then on the strength from that food, he walked 40 days and 40 nights to Horeb, the mountain of God.9 He entered a cave there and spent the night.

				A Principle to Live By - Physical Needs
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				#29 When we are discouraged and depressed, we should make sure we have had proper nourishment and sufficient physical rest.

				When Elijah was in a state of psychological depression and spiritual disillusionment, God began his treatment by sending an angel to provide physical nourishment. We see positive results immediately. Though his pace was slow, Elijah had enough energy to travel"40 days and 40 nights to Horeb, the mountain of God" (v. 8). 

				Even Jesus recognized the importance of getting enough rest. After a very busy time of ministry with the Twelve,"He said to them, 'Come away by yourselves to a remote place and rest for a while.'" Mark then commented why they needed this rest:"For many people were coming and going, and they did not even have time to eat" (Mk 6:31). Jesus understood that psychological and spiritual restoration begins with physical sustenance and rest. 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so important to understand this principle, especially since some Christians conclude that all psychological issues are caused by spiritual problems?

				

				

	

Elijah's Encounter with the Lord

				Then the word of the Lord came to him, and He said to him,"What are you doing here, Elijah?"

				10 He replied,"I have been very zealous for the Lord God of •Hosts, but the Israelites have abandoned Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are looking for me to take my life."

				A Principle to Live By - Mental Distortions
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				#30 We must understand that serious depression may distort certain aspects of our reality.

				No one can question that Elijah had"been very zealous for the Lord God of Hosts" (v. 10). However, there was one major reality Elijah couldn't seem to grasp: he was not the only one left who hadn't forsaken the Lord. What about his friend, Obadiah? And what about the 100 prophets Obadiah had hidden in caves to protect them from Jezebel (18:13)? Elijah's response to God's question illustrates a very normal symptom associated with severe depression: negative experiences block out certain positive realities.

				Elijah's mental state correlates in some respects with that of Thomas. Jesus told His disciples He was going to return to Bethany where Lazarus had died. From a human point of view, this would be a dangerous trip because the Jews in nearby Jerusalem had renewed their efforts to stone Jesus. Thomas saw only danger, so he pessimistically told his fellow disciples,"Let's go so that we may die with Him" (Jn 11:16). 

				At that moment, Thomas seemingly could not focus on what had happened a few days before. Jesus had miraculously evaded the death threat from the Jews by simply disappearing. In fact, all of the apostles had escaped unharmed (Jn 8:59).

				In his depression, Thomas had lost perspective. He had been following Jesus for nearly three years with the hope that the Messiah would sit on the throne of David and that he would reap the benefits. It's understandable that he, at this moment, could only see the dark side of life. 

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the normal situations in life that cause depression, and in what ways do these negative feelings distort reality?  (See Ps #84:Depression and Distortions.)

				

				11 Then He said,"Go out and stand on the mountain in the Lord's presence."

				At that moment, the Lord passed by. A great and mighty wind was tearing at the mountains and was shattering cliffs before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake there was a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire there was a voice, a soft whisper.13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.

				A Principle to Live By - Theological Disillusionment
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				#31 We must guard against building our faith on intense and unusual spiritual and psychological experiences.

				God had used Elijah on Mount Carmel to reveal Himself to Israel in a very dramatic, supernatural, and phenomenal way. To make sure His people knew this was not just a natural phenomenon, He answered His prophet's specific prayer with a lightning bolt from heaven that not only incinerated the burnt offering, but also"the wood, the stones, and the dust, and it licked up the water that was in the trench" (18:38). Furthermore, the three-year drought and subsequent downpour was another miraculous answer to prayer (Jms 5:17-18).

				Alone in that cave, still suffering from depression, Elijah had to learn that God's normal ways of communicating with us are usually not dramatic and phenomenal. Wind storms, earthquakes, and lightning bolts are exceptional. Elijah needed to move forward in his life assured that God was still with him apart from one glorious manifestation after another.

				It's true that God has revealed Himself and His message in wonderful and miraculous ways. Jesus turned water to wine, healed the sick, multiplied the loaves and fish, walked on the water, and raised the dead. However, God did not intend for us to build our faith on a continuance of this kind of revelation. Following His appearance to Thomas after the resurrection,"Jesus said, 'Because you have seen Me, you have believed. Those who believe without seeing are blessed'" (Jn 20:29). 

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some Christians who rely on what they believe are continual, supernatural manifestations of God's presence become so disillusioned when all they experience is a gentle whisper or even what appears to be silence? 

				

				Suddenly, a voice came to him and said,"What are you doing here, Elijah?"

				14 "I have been very zealous for the Lord God of Hosts," he replied,"but the Israelites have abandoned Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they're looking for me to take my life."

				15 Then the Lord said to him,"Go and return by the way you came to the Wilderness of Damascus. When you arrive, you are to anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 You are to anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel and Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 17 Then Jehu will put to death whoever escapes the sword of Hazael, and Elisha will put to death whoever escapes the sword of Jehu.18 But I will leave 7,000 in Israel — every knee that has not bowed to •Baal and every mouth that has not kissed him."

				A Principle to Live By - Mutual Encouragement
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				#32 To continue to grow spiritually and to do God's work fervently, we should seek encouragement from fellow Christians.

				It's understandable why Elijah felt he was the only one still fighting evil. To a great extent, he was alone during the three-and-a-half-year drought. God understood this problem in Elijah's life. In His overall plan, the Lord 
knows that no individual is strong enough physically, psychologically, or spiritually to 
handle His work alone, especially for a lengthy period of time and under intense pressure. So to help Elijah continue to heal from his depression, the Lord reminded him that there were"7,000 in Israel" who remained faithful to God (v. 18). 

				This is why Jesus chose 12 men to launch the church. This is why He proceeded to unveil that wonderful mystery: the body of Christ (Eph 3:3-12). We are"members of one another" (Rm 12:5). Together, we are called to be"salt" and"light" in this world (Mt 5:13-14). To accomplish this goal, we are to meet regularly to encourage one another, especially as we see the coming of Christ drawing near (Heb 10:24-25).  (See Ac #39:Relationships with One Another.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does being a part of a functioning and caring body of believers help us overcome discouragement and bouts with depression? (See 1Co 12:24-26.) 

				

				

	

Elisha's Appointment as Elijah's Successor

				19 Elijah left there and found Elisha son of Shaphat as he was plowing. Twelve teams of oxen were in front of him, and he was with the twelfth team. Elijah walked by him and threw his mantle over him.20 Elisha left the oxen, ran to follow Elijah, and said,"Please let me kiss my father and mother, and then I will follow you."

				"Go on back," he replied,"for what have I done to you?"

				21 So he turned back from following him, took the team of oxen, and slaughtered them. With the oxen's wooden yoke and plow, he cooked the meat and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he left, followed Elijah, and served him.

				A Principle to Live By - Companionship
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				#33 All of us should have close companions who share our passion and vision for doing the will of God.

				God dealt with Elijah's depression in several very practical ways:

				1.	He ministered to him physically with food and rest (vv. 5-6). 

				2.	He clarified Elijah's theological perspectives regarding God's presence aside from miraculous phenomena (vv. 11-12).

				3.	He reassured Elijah He was providing others who would help him carry out his task (v. 18).

				4.	He brought Elisha into Elijah's life to be his friend and constant companion 
(v. 21).

				As Christians, we are all friends because of our unity in the love of Jesus Christ. However, beyond these relationships generally, we need those who are special friends—particularly in assisting us with God's work. Moses needed Aaron, Joshua needed Caleb, and David needed Jonathan. In the New Testament setting, Paul needed Barnabas and Silas and later Timothy and Titus. And during Jesus' ministry, He had a very special friendship with John, called"the disciple Jesus loved" (Jn 13:23; 19:26; 20:2; 21:7,20). 

				Reflection and Response

				In what practical ways can believers fulfill this friendship role in providing mutual encouragement in carrying out God's will in each others' lives?  (See 1Sm #31:True Friendship.)

				

				

	

Victory over Ben-hadad

				20 Now Ben-hadad king of Aram assembled his entire army. Thirty-two kings, along with horses and chariots, were with him. He marched up, besieged Samaria, and fought against it. 2 He sent messengers into the city to Ahab king of Israel and said to him,"This is what Ben-hadad says: 3 'Your silver and your gold are mine! And your best wives and children are mine as well! '"

				4 Then the king of Israel answered,"Just as you say, my lord the king: I am yours, along with all that I have."

				5 The messengers then returned and said,"This is what Ben-hadad says: 'I have sent messengers to you, saying: You are to give me your silver, your gold, your wives, and your children. 6 But at this time tomorrow I will send my servants to you, and they will search your palace and your servants' houses. They will lay their hands on and take away whatever is precious to you.'"

				7 Then the king of Israel called for all the elders of the land and said,"Think it over and you will see that this one is only looking for trouble, for he demanded my wives, my children, my silver, and my gold, and I didn't turn him down."

				8 All the elders and all the people said to him,"Don't listen or agree."

				9 So he said to Ben-hadad's messengers,"Say to my lord the king, 'Everything you demanded of your servant the first time, I will do, but this thing I cannot do.'" So the messengers left and took word back to him.

				10 Then Ben-hadad sent messengers to him and said,"May the gods punish me and do so severely if Samaria's dust amounts to a handful for each of the people who follow me."

				11 The king of Israel answered,"Say this: 'Don't let the one who puts on his armor boast like the one who takes it off.'"

				12 When Ben-hadad heard this response, while he and the kings were drinking in the tents, he said to his servants,"Take your positions." So they took their positions against the city.

				13 A prophet came to Ahab king of Israel and said,"This is what the Lord says: 'Do you see this entire great army? Watch, I am handing it over to you today so that you may know that I am •Yahweh.'"

				14 Ahab asked,"By whom?"

				And the prophet said,"This is what the Lord says: 'By the young men of the provincial leaders.'"

				Then he asked,"Who is to start the battle?"

				He said,"You."

				15 So Ahab counted the young men of the provincial leaders, and there were 232. After them he counted all the Israelite troops: 7,000. 16 They marched out at noon while Ben-hadad and the 32 kings who were helping him were getting drunk in the tents. 17 The young men of the provincial leaders marched out first. Then Ben-hadad sent out scouts, and they reported to him, saying,"Men are marching out of Samaria."

				18 So he said,"If they have marched out in peace, take them alive, and if they have marched out for battle, take them alive."

				19 The young men of the provincial leaders and the army behind them marched out from the city, 20 and each one struck down his opponent. So the Arameans fled and Israel pursued them, but Ben-hadad king of Aram escaped on a horse with the cavalry. 21 Then the king of Israel marched out and attacked the cavalry and the chariots. He inflicted a great slaughter on Aram.

				22 The prophet approached the king of Israel and said to him,"Go and strengthen yourself, then consider what you should do, for in the spring the king of Aram will march against you."

				23 Now the king of Aram's servants said to him,"Their gods are gods of the hill country. That's why they were stronger than we were. Instead, we should fight with them on the plain; then we will certainly be stronger than they will be. 24 Also do this: remove each king from his position and appoint captains in their place. 25 Raise another army for yourself like the army you lost — horse for horse, chariot for chariot — and let's fight with them on the plain; and we will certainly be stronger than they will be." The king listened to them and did so.

				26 In the spring, Ben-hadad mobilized the Arameans and went up to Aphek to battle Israel. 27 The Israelites mobilized, gathered supplies, and went to fight them. The Israelites camped in front of them like two little flocks of goats, while the Arameans filled the landscape.

				28 Then the man of God approached and said to the king of Israel,"This is what the Lord says: 'Because the Arameans have said: Yahweh is a god of the mountains and not a god of the valleys, I will hand over all this great army to you. Then you will know that I am the Lord.'"

				29 They camped opposite each other for seven days. On the seventh day, the battle took place, and the Israelites struck down the Arameans — 100,000 foot soldiers in one day. 30 The ones who remained fled into the city of Aphek, and the wall fell on those 27,000 remaining men.

				A Principle to Live By - Grace Beyond Measure
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				#34 We are never to take advantage of God's grace and continue to sin.

				In spite of Ahab's hideous sins, God in His grace gave him victory over his enemies in order to demonstrate that He was indeed the sovereign Lord. What does this mean to those of us who understand and have experienced God's saving grace through His Son Jesus Christ? Since we have seen that God is gracious to sinners, should we keep on sinning? 

				After outlining God's marvelous salvation plan for all people, regardless of the depth of our sins, Paul asked the question,

				What should we say then? Should we continue in sin so that grace may multiply? (Rm 6:1)

				He then answered unequivocally,

				Absolutely not! How can we who died to sin still live in it? (Rm 6:2)

				Ahab was without excuse; we are even more so. We have the full revelation regarding God's redemptive plan. How can we take advantage of that grace, knowing what it cost the Son of God to pay for our sins on the cross?  (See Rm #10:Our New Life in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some professing Christians ignore God's grace and use it as a license to violate His will?

				

				Ben-hadad also fled and went into an inner room in the city. 31 His servants said to him,"Consider this: we have heard that the kings of the house of Israel are merciful kings. So let's put •sackcloth around our waists and ropes around our heads, and let's go out to the king of Israel. Perhaps he will spare your life."

				32 So they dressed with sackcloth around their waists and ropes around their heads, went to the king of Israel, and said,"Your servant Ben-hadad says, 'Please spare my life.'"

				So he said,"Is he still alive? He is my brother."

				33 Now the men were looking for a sign of hope, so they quickly picked up on this fk and responded,"Yes, it is your brother Ben-hadad."

				Then he said,"Go and bring him."

				So Ben-hadad came out to him, and Ahab had him come up into the chariot. 34 Then Ben-hadad said to him,"I restore to you the cities that my father took from your father, and you may set up marketplaces for yourself in Damascus, like my father set up in Samaria."

				Ahab responded,"On the basis of this treaty, I release you." So he made a treaty with him and released him.

				

	

Ahab Rebuked by the Lord

				35 One of the sons of the prophets said to his fellow prophet by the word of the Lord,"Strike me!" But the man refused to strike him.

				36 He told him,"Because you did not listen to the voice of the Lord, mark my words: When you leave me, a lion will kill you." When he left him, a lion attacked and killed him.

				37 The prophet found another man and said to him,"Strike me!" So the man struck him, inflicting a wound. 38 Then the prophet went and waited for the king on the road. He disguised himself with a bandage over his eyes. 39 As the king was passing by, he cried out to the king and said,"Your servant marched out into the middle of the battle. Suddenly, a man turned aside and brought someone to me and said, 'Guard this man! If he is ever missing, it will be your life in place of his life, or you will weigh out 75 poundsfl of silver.' 40 But while your servant was busy here and there, he disappeared."

				The king of Israel said to him,"That will be your sentence; you yourself have decided it."

				41 He quickly removed the bandage from his eyes. The king of Israel recognized that he was one of the prophets.42 The prophet said to him,"This is what the Lord says: 'Because you released from your hand the man I had •set apart for destruction, it will be your life in place of his life and your people in place of his people.'" 43 The king of Israel left for home resentful and angry, and he entered Samaria.

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Hardness of Heart
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				#35 When God is displeased with our actions, we are to listen and repent rather than respond with resentment and anger.

				Apparently Ahab had been told to execute Ben-hadad because of his wickedness, but instead he allowed him to live. Confronted with God's discipline because of his disobedience, he became resentful and angry (v. 43). 

				God understands feelings of anger—even toward Him—but Ahab's behavior was inexcusable. Again and again he had ignored God's efforts in helping him to turn away from idolatry and immorality. And when he became angry and resentful toward the God who was reaching out to him in love and grace, he added another act of evil leading to his death warrant.

				It's difficult to discern God's actions among Christians who continue to ignore His will. However, we do know that some of the Corinthian believers so desecrated the Lord's Supper with drunkenness, gluttony, and perhaps even immorality, that they became ill and some even died. Thus Paul wrote,

				Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy way will be guilty of sin against the body and blood of the Lord. So a man should examine himself; in this way he should eat the bread and drink from the cup. For whoever eats and drinks without recognizing the body, eats and drinks judgment on himself. (1Co 11:27-29)  (See 1Co #9:God's Direct Discipline.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why should we be careful not to associate all illnesses and death with God's judgment on sinful actions, but at the same time take Paul's warning seriously when we deliberately and consistently walk out of God's will?

				

				

	

Ahab and Naboth's Vineyard

				21 Some time passed after these events. Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard; it was in Jezreel next to the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. 2 So Ahab spoke to Naboth, saying,"Give me your vineyard so I can have it for a vegetable garden, since it is right next to my palace. I will give you a better vineyard in its place, or if you prefer, I will give you its value in silver."

				3 But Naboth said to Ahab,"I will never give my fathers' inheritance to you."

				4 So Ahab went to his palace resentful and angry because of what Naboth the Jezreelite had told him. He had said,"I will not give you my fathers' inheritance." He lay down on his bed, turned his face away, and didn't eat any food.

				5 Then his wife Jezebel came to him and said to him,"Why are you so upset that you refuse to eat?"

				6 "Because I spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite," he replied."I told him: Give me your vineyard for silver, or if you wish, I will give you a vineyard in its place. But he said, 'I won't give you my vineyard! '"

				7 Then his wife Jezebel said to him,"Now, exercise your royal power over Israel. Get up, eat some food, and be happy. For I will give you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite." 8 So she wrote letters in Ahab's name and sealed them with his seal. She sent the letters to the elders and nobles who lived with Naboth in his city. 9 In the letters, she wrote:

				

				Proclaim a fast and seat Naboth at the head of the people. 10 Then seat two •wicked men opposite him and have them testify against him, saying,"You have cursed God and the king!" Then take him out and stone him to death.

				

				11 The men of his city, the elders and nobles who lived in his city, did as Jezebel had commanded them, as was written in the letters she had sent them. 12 They proclaimed a fast and seated Naboth at the head of the people. 13 The two wicked men came in and sat opposite him. Then the wicked men testified against Naboth in the presence of the people, saying,"Naboth has cursed God and the king!" So they took him outside the city and stoned him to death with stones. 14 Then they sent word to Jezebel,"Naboth has been stoned to death."

				15 When Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned to death, she said to Ahab,"Get up and take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite who refused to give it to you for silver, since Naboth isn't alive, but dead." 16 When Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, he got up to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite to take possession of it.

				A Principle to Live By - Childish Behavior
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				#36 Even though adults are occupying key leadership roles, we should not assume they are mature psychologically and spiritually.

				Even though Ahab was a grown man and occupied the highest position of power in Israel, he was woefully immature and insecure. In this instance, he behaved like a little child, pouting because he couldn't have his way. Chiding him for not using his power as king, Jezebel stepped in and orchestrated an evil plot to help him realize his childish fantasy. Ahab was a weak-willed and very immature king.

				As believers today, there's a significant correlation between our psychological maturity and our spiritual maturity. Paul addressed the Corinthians"as babies in Christ"—Christians who could only drink"milk" rather than eat"solid food." They were still carnal, living like ordinary, sinful"unbelievers" (1Co 3:1-3).

				In many respects, the Corinthians represent the people in the Christian world who, like Ahab, never grow up. It's said that often when you scratch an adult, you discover a child. Unfortunately, this is sometimes true of Christians, even those who are in significant leadership roles.  (See 1Co #7:Becoming Like Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				What specific steps can we take to grow up and mature both psychologically and spiritually?  (See Eph #8 through #15)

				

				

	

The Lord's Judgment on Ahab

				17 Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite: 18 "Get up and go to meet Ahab king of Israel, who is in Samaria. You'll find him in Naboth's vineyard, where he has gone to take possession of it. 19 Tell him, 'This is what the Lord says: Have you murdered and also taken possession? ' Then tell him, 'This is what the Lord says: In the place where the dogs licked Naboth's blood, the dogs will also lick your blood! '"

				20 Ahab said to Elijah,"So, you have caught me, my enemy."

				He replied,"I have caught you because you devoted yourself to do what is evil in the Lord's sight. 21 This is what the Lord says: fm 'I am about to bring disaster on you and will sweep away your descendants:

				

				I will eliminate all of Ahab's males,fn

				both slave and free, in Israel;

				

				22 I will make your house like the house of Jeroboam son of Nebat and like the house of Baasha son of Ahijah, because you have provoked My anger and caused Israel to sin. 23 The Lord also speaks of Jezebel: The dogs will eat Jezebel in the plot of land fo at Jezreel:

				

				24 He who belongs to Ahab and dies in the city, the dogs will eat,

				and he who dies in the field, the birds of the sky will eat.'"

				

				25 Still, there was no one like Ahab, who devoted himself to do what was evil in the Lord's sight, because his wife Jezebel incited him.26 He committed the most detestable acts by going after idols as the Amorites had, whom the Lord had dispossessed before the Israelites.

				A Principle to Live By - Evil Influences
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				#37 We are to avoid close fellowship with people who persist in living evil lives.

				Ahab married a wicked woman who consistently influenced his life in sinful ways. In fact, we see the depth of her evil machinations when she framed Naboth and plotted his death (vv. 7-10). She secured two witnesses who accused him of cursing God, an act punishable by stoning (Lv 24:16; Dt 17:6-7). In other words, Jezebel, who did not worship the one true God, deceitfully used His laws to condemn Naboth to death. Ahab, the sinful man that he already was, allowed Jezebel to incite more insidious and evil behavior. 

				Paul warned the Corinthians against this kind of evil influence:

				But now I am writing you not to associate with anyone who claims to be a believer who is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or verbally abusive, a drunkard or a swindler. Do not even eat with such a person. (1Co 5:11)  (See 1Co #12:Church Discipline.)

				Paul was not referring to removing ourselves from the world, which is impossible. He was making it clear that fellowshiping with evil people will contaminate us and lead us astray. However, if we are to be salt and light in this world, we must live in the world without becoming part of the world.  (See Mt #23:Witnessing for Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				What can we say to Christians who are married to mates who want them to live immoral and idolatrous lives?

				

				27 When Ahab heard these words, he tore his clothes, put •sackcloth over his body, and fasted. He lay down in sackcloth and walked around subdued. 28 Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite: 29 "Have you seen how Ahab has humbled himself before Me? I will not bring the disaster during his lifetime, because he has humbled himself before Me. I will bring the disaster on his house during his son's lifetime."

				A Principle to Live By - A Humble Spirit
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				#38 When we sin against God, we are to truly humble ourselves and confess our sins.

				Though Jezebel plotted Naboth's death, God held Ahab responsible (vv. 17-19). Consequently, the Lord sent Elijah to proclaim judgment on him, Jezebel, and his whole household. At that point Ahab must have remembered his earlier encounter with this dynamic prophet regarding the three-year drought, and he took the warning seriously. He truly repented and humbled himself before God (vv. 27-29). Again we see God's amazing grace. The Lord responded to Ahab's humility and suspended his sentence.

				Even today, regardless of the seriousness of a person's past sins, God responds in grace to sincere, humble repentance. James captured this aspect of God's heart when he addressed some very wicked people:

				Adulteresses! Don't you know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? So whoever wants to be the world's friend becomes God's enemy. Or do you think it's without reason the Scripture says that the Spirit who lives in us yearns jealously? But He gives greater grace. Therefore He says: God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble. Therefore, submit to God. But resist the Devil, and he will flee from you. (Jms 4:4-7)  (See Jms #10:Humility versus Pride.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do so many Christians who are caught in immorality seem to feign repentance only because they're caught, not because they have a truly humble spirit and a broken heart?  (See 1Sm #39:False Repentance.)

				

				

	

Jehoshaphat's Alliance with Ahab

				22 There was a lull of three years without war between Aram and Israel. 2 However, in the third year, Jehoshaphat king of Judah went to visit the king of Israel. 3 The king of Israel had said to his servants,"Don't you know that Ramoth-gilead is ours, but we have failed to take it from the hand of the king of Aram?" 4 So he asked Jehoshaphat,"Will you go with me to fight Ramoth-gilead?"

				Jehoshaphat replied to the king of Israel,"I am as you are, my people as your people, my horses as your horses." 5 But Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel,"First, please ask what the Lord's will is."

				6 So the king of Israel gathered the prophets, about 400 men, and asked them,"Should I go against Ramoth-gilead for war or should I refrain?"

				They replied,"March up, and the Lord will hand it over to the king."

				7 But Jehoshaphat asked,"Isn't there a prophet of •Yahweh here anymore? Let's ask him."

				8 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,"There is still one man who can ask Yahweh, but I hate him because he never prophesies good about me, but only disaster. He is Micaiah son of Imlah."

				"The king shouldn't say that!" Jehoshaphat replied.

				9 So the king of Israel called an officer and said,"Hurry and get Micaiah son of Imlah!"

				10 Now the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah, clothed in royal attire, were each sitting on his own throne. They were on the threshing floor at the entrance to Samaria's •gate, and all the prophets were prophesying in front of them. 11 Then Zedekiah son of Chenaanah made iron horns and said,"This is what the Lord says: 'You will gore the Arameans with these until they are finished off.'" 12 And all the prophets were prophesying the same:"March up to Ramoth-gilead and succeed, for the Lord will hand it over to the king."

				A Principle to Live By - Selective Listening

				[image: Getz0367.png]

				#39 We should always be open to hearing the truth rather than only listening to information that supports our selfish agendas.

				Ahab's confession speaks for itself and conveys a very powerful lesson to all of us (v. 8). When we seek advice and counsel, we must make sure we are not consulting only those who will tell us what we want to hear. This can be very dangerous. Selective listening will ultimately lead us to seriously violate God's will for our lives. 

				The Pharisees responded in a similar way to the greatest prophet who ever lived: the Messiah Himself. At one point, Jesus told a story about a rich man and Lazarus. The Pharisees knew in their hearts that the"rich man" represented their own love for money, and the story warned them about where they would spend eternity. However, they would not listen or respond to the truth. Thus Jesus said,

				If they don't listen to Moses and the prophets, they will not be persuaded if someone rises from the dead. 
(Lk 16:31)  (See Lk #37:Loving Money.)

				Reflection and Response

				What other guidelines do we need to follow in order to avoid selective listening—hearing only what we want to hear?

				

				

	

Micaiah's Message of Defeat

				13 The messenger who went to call Micaiah instructed him,"Look, the words of the prophets are unanimously favorable for the king. So let your words be like theirs, and speak favorably."

				14 But Micaiah said,"As the Lord lives, I will say whatever the Lord says to me."

				15 So he went to the king, and the king asked him,"Micaiah, should we go to Ramoth-gilead for war, or should we refrain?"

				Micaiah told him,"March up and succeed. Yahweh will hand it over to the king."

				16 But the king said to him,"How many times must I make you swear not to tell me anything but the truth in the name of Yahweh?"

				17 So Micaiah said:

				

				I saw all Israel scattered on the hills

				like sheep without a shepherd.

				And the Lord said,

				"They have no master;

				let everyone return home in peace."

				

				18 So the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,"Didn't I tell you he never prophesies good about me, but only disaster?"

				19 Then Micaiah said,"Therefore, hear the word of the Lord: I saw the Lord sitting on His throne, and the whole heavenly •host was standing by Him at His right hand and at His left hand. 20 And the Lord said, 'Who will entice Ahab to march up and fall at Ramoth-gilead? ' So one was saying this and another was saying that.

				21 "Then a spirit came forward, stood before the Lord, and said, 'I will entice him.'

				22 "The Lord asked him, 'How? '

				"He said, 'I will go and become a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.'

				"Then He said, 'You will certainly entice him and prevail. Go and do that.'

				23 "You see, the Lord has put a lying spirit into the mouth of all these prophets of yours, and the Lord has pronounced disaster against you."

				24 Then Zedekiah son of Chenaanah came up, hit Micaiah in the face, and demanded,"Didfp the Spirit of the Lord leave me to speak to you?"

				25 Micaiah replied,"You will soon see when you go to hide yourself in an inner chamber on that day."

				26 Then the king of Israel ordered,"Take Micaiah and return him to Amon, the governor of the city, and to Joash, the king's son,27 and say, 'This is what the king says: Put this guy in prison and feed him only bread and waterfq until I come back safely.'"

				28 But Micaiah said,"If you ever return safely, the Lord has not spoken through me." Then he said,"Listen, all you people!" fr

				

	

Ahab's Death

				29 Then the king of Israel and Judah's King Jehoshaphat went up to Ramoth-gilead. 30 But the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,"I will disguise myself and go into battle, but you wear your royal attire." So the king of Israel disguised himself and went into battle.

				31 Now the king of Aram had ordered his 32 chariot commanders,"Do not fight with anyone at all except the king of Israel."

				32 When the chariot commanders saw Jehoshaphat, they shouted,"He must be the king of Israel!" So they turned to fight against him, but Jehoshaphat cried out. 33 When the chariot commanders saw that he was not the king of Israel, they turned back from pursuing him.

				34 But a man drew his bow without taking special aim and struck the king of Israel through the joints of his armor. So he said to his charioteer,"Turn around and take me out of the battle, fs for I am badly wounded!" 35 The battle raged throughout that day, and the king was propped up in his chariot facing the Arameans. He died that evening, and blood from his wound flowed into the bottom of the chariot. 36 Then the cry rang out in the army as the sun set, declaring:

				

				Each man to his own city,

				and each man to his own land!

				

				37 So the king died and was brought to Samaria. They buried the king in Samaria.38 Then someone washed the chariot at the pool of Samaria. The dogs licked up his blood, and the prostitutes bathed in it, according to the word of the Lord that He had spoken.

				39 The rest of the events of Ahab's reign, along with all his accomplishments, including the ivory palace he built, and all the cities he built, are written in the Historical Record of Israel's Kings.40 Ahab rested with his fathers, and his son Ahaziah became king in his place.

				A Principle to Live By - Compromising Truth

				[image: Getz0368.png]

				#40 Spiritual leaders should not withhold or distort God's Word in order to ingratiate themselves to their listeners.

				Micaiah stands out boldly on the pages of Scripture as an uncompromising prophet of God. Even though all the other prophets were telling Ahab what he wanted to hear, Micaiah dared to speak the truth regarding the coming disaster. He paid a heavy price for telling the truth. The king sentenced him to prison until he returned from battle victoriously (v. 27). 

				We're not told what happened to Micaiah when his prophecy came true and Ahab was killed in battle. Regardless, this prophet of God did not compromise the Lord's message in order to ingratiate himself with the king of Israel and to be accepted by the other prophets.

				In Paul's final letter, he exhorted Timothy—and all of us who are in pastor-teaching roles—never to compromise God's message. His prophecy indicates that human hearts have not changed:

				I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus, who is going to judge the living and the dead, and because of His appearing and His kingdom: Proclaim the message; persist in it whether convenient or not; rebuke, correct, and encourage with great patience and teaching. For the time will come when they will not tolerate sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, will multiply teachers for themselves because they have an itch to hear something new. They will turn away from hearing the truth and will turn aside to myths. But as for you, be serious about everything, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. (2Tm 4:1-5)  (See 2Tm #9:Fulfilling Our Ministry.)

				Reflection and Response

				What steps should Christians take who are involved in churches where the primary leaders are compromising the message of Scripture?  (Review 1 Kg #19: False Prophets and Teachers)

				

				

	

Judah's King Jehoshaphat

				41 Jehoshaphat son of Asa became king over Judah in the fourth year of Israel's King Ahab. 42 Jehoshaphat was 35 years old when he became king; he reigned 25 years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Azubah daughter of Shilhi. 43 He walked in all the ways of his father Asa; he did not turn away from them but did what was right in the Lord's sight. However, the •high places were not taken away; ft the people still sacrificed and burned incense on the high places. 44 Jehoshaphat also made peace with the king of Israel.

				45 The rest of the events of Jehoshaphat's reign, along with the might he exercised and how he waged war, are written in the Historical Record of Judah's Kings. 46 He removed from the land the rest of the male cult prostitutes who were left from the days of his father Asa. 47 There was no king in Edom; a deputy served as king. 48 Jehoshaphat made ships of Tarshish to go to Ophir for gold, but they did not go because the ships were wrecked at Ezion-geber. 49 At that time, Ahaziah son of Ahab said to Jehoshaphat,"Let my servants go with your servants in the ships," but Jehoshaphat was not willing. 50 Jehoshaphat rested with his fathers and was buried with them in the city of his ancestor David. His son Jehoram became king in his place.

				

	

Israel's King Ahaziah

				51 Ahaziah son of Ahab became king over Israel in Samaria in the seventeenth year of Judah's King Jehoshaphat and reigned over Israel two years. 52 He did what was evil in the Lord's sight. He walked in the way of his father, in the way of his mother, and in the way of Jeroboam son of Nebat, who had caused Israel to sin. 53 He served •Baal and worshiped him. He provoked the Lord God of Israel just as his father had done.
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				list of principles in 2 kings

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

						
								
								1:1-18

							
								
								#1: God's Persistent Love

							
								
								No matter how sinful and rebellious people become, we are to continue to communicate the message of God's grace and forgiveness.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								2:1-6

							
								
								#2: Steadfast Devotion

							
								
								Just as the Lord has promised never to leave or forsake His children, so we are to be loyal to one another.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								2:7-12

							
								
								#3: Prayer for Power

							
								
								When we experience unusual challenges, we should ask God for supernatural help and strength.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:13-15

							
								
								#4: God's Miraculous Verification

							
								
								When we feel intimidated and overwhelmed, we are to trust God to empower us with His Spirit.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								2:19-22

							
								
								#5: Glorifying God

							
								
								Whatever success we experience in life, we are to always glorify God, not ourselves.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								3:4-20

							
								
								#6: Supernatural 
Intervention

							
								
								Even though we may face circumstances that seem impossible to change, we are always to remember that God is able to circumvent natural laws.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								4:1-44

							
								
								#7: A Man of God

							
								
								When reflecting on these miracles performed by Elisha, we must remember that he was a man of God, not the Son of God.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								5:1-19

							
								
								#8: The Gift of Life

							
								
								When sharing the gospel, we should do all we can to help unsaved people understand that salvation is a free gift and cannot be earned.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								5:19-27

							
								
								#9: Accountability before God

							
								
								We must understand that the more we know about God's grace, holiness, and power, the more we are accountable for our sinful attitudes and actions.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								6:1-7

							
								
								#10: God's Loving Care

							
								
								We should feel free to seek God's supernatural help, no matter how simple our needs may be.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								6:8-23

							
								
								#11: The Invisible World

							
								
								Though most of us will never see the unseen world of good and evil, we are to believe that it exists and that we can be victorious in our spiritual battles. 

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								6:24–7:20

							
								
								#12: Strength in 
Weakness

							
								
								Even though we may feel weak and unworthy, we should be available for God to use us in miraculous ways to achieve His purposes in this world.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								8:16-18

							
								
								#13: Marital Influence

							
								
								When choosing a life mate, men and women should carefully consider whether that person is committed to walking in the will of God.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								8:25-29

							
								
								#14: Family Nurture

							
								
								Local churches should provide spiritual nurture and support for members of unbelieving families.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								9:30-37

							
								
								#15: God's Justice

							
								
								In view of God's coming judgment on unrepentant people, we should be more committed to sharing the gospel of God's grace and forgiveness through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								10:1-36

							
								
								#16: Eternal Rewards

							
								
								We are to serve God wholeheartedly, realizing that as believers we will all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.

							
								
								16

							
						

						
								
								12:1-21

							
								
								#17: Finishing Well

							
								
								To finish our spiritual journey well, we should maintain proper relationships with mature Christians who will help us keep our focus on the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								17

							
						

						
								
								13:1-25

							
								
								#18: God's Redemptive Plan

							
								
								When we present the gospel message, we should remember we are participating in a great redemptive plan that was in the mind of God before He created the world.

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								14:1–17:23

							
								
								#19: Eternal Rewards

							
								
								Though our salvation is secure in Christ, we must understand that our eternal rewards will be based on our obedience.

							
								
								19

							
						

						
								
								18:1-37

							
								
								#20: Walking Worthy

							
								
								No matter how sinful the environment in which we live, we are to trust God to provide the inner resources to walk worthy of our calling in Jesus Christ.

							
								
								20

							
						

						
								
								19:1–20:11

							
								
								#21: Marks of Humility

							
								
								To walk worthy of our calling in Christ, we are to demonstrate an attitude of humility toward God and one another.
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								20:12-21

							
								
								#22: A Strength 
Becomes a Weakness

							
								
								We must be cautious that our greatest strength does not become our greatest weakness.
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								21:1-18

							
								
								#23: Godly Parenting

							
								
								Parents should do all they can to model and teach Christian values to their children, but they must also understand that being godly is no guarantee that their children will always do what is right in God's sight.
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								21:19–22:13

							
								
								#24: Parental Values

							
								
								In spite of parents and grandparents who have modeled ungodliness, we are to reject non-biblical values and follow God wholeheartedly.
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								22:14–23:30

							
								
								#25: Biblical Renewal

							
								
								God wants to use us to renew the church of Jesus Christ by allowing His Word to transform our lives.

							
								
								25

							
						

						
								
								23:31–25:30

							
								
								#26: God's Grace and Mercy

							
								
								We must never take credit for the gift of salvation we have received through the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								26

							
						

					
				

			

			

				2 Kings

				Ahaziah's Sickness and Death

				1 After the death of Ahab, Moab rebelled against Israel.2 Ahaziah had fallen through the latticed window of his upper room in Samaria and was injured. So he sent messengers instructing them:"Go inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, if I will recover from this injury."

				3 But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite,"Go and meet the messengers of the king of Samaria and ask them, 'Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are going to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? ' 4 Therefore, this is what the Lord says: 'You will not get up from your sickbed — you will certainly die.'" Then Elijah left.

				5 The messengers returned to the king, who asked them,"Why have you come back?"

				6 They replied,"A man came to meet us and said, 'Go back to the king who sent you and declare to him: This is what the Lord says: Is it because there is no God in Israel that you're sending these men to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? Therefore, you will not get up from your sickbed — you will certainly die.'"

				7 The king asked them,"What sort of man came up to meet you and spoke those words to you?"

				8 They replied,"A hairy man with a leather belt around his waist."

				He said,"It's Elijah the Tishbite."

				9 So King Ahaziah sent a captain of 50 with his 50 men to Elijah. When the captain went up to him, he was sitting on top of the hill. He announced,"Man of God, the king declares, 'Come down! '"

				10 Elijah responded to the captain of the 50,"If I am a man of God, may fire come down from heaven and consume you and your 50 men." Then fire came down from heaven and consumed him and his 50 men.

				11 So the king sent another captain of 50 with his 50 men to Elijah. He took in the situationa and announced,"Man of God, this is what the king says: 'Come down immediately! '"

				12 Elijah responded,"If I am a man of God, may fire come down from heaven and consume you and your 50 men." So a divine fireb came down from heaven and consumed him and his 50 men.

				13 Then the king sent a third captain of 50 with his 50 men. The third captain of 50 went up and fell on his knees in front of Elijah and begged him,"Man of God, please let my life and the lives of these 50 servants of yours be precious in your sight. 14 Already fire has come down from heaven and consumed the first two captains of 50 with their fifties, but this time let my life be precious in your sight."

				15 The angel of the Lord said to Elijah,"Go down with him. Don't be afraid of him." So he got up and went down with him to the king.

				16 Then Elijah said to King Ahaziah,"This is what the Lord says: 'Because you have sent messengers to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron — is it because there is no God in Israel for you to inquire of His will?— you will not get up from your sickbed; you will certainly die.'"

				17 Ahaziah died according to the word of the Lord that Elijah had spoken. Since he had no son, Joramc became king in his place. This happened in the second year of Judah's King Jehoram son of Jehoshaphat. d 18 The rest of the events of Ahaziah's reign, along with his accomplishments, are written in the Historical Record of Israel's Kings. e

				A Principle to Live By - God's Persistent Love
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				#1 No matter how sinful and rebellious people become, we are to continue to communicate the message of God's grace and forgiveness. 

				On the surface, it appears that Ahaziah was doomed to die—both physical and spiritual death. This was Elijah's message. However, the dramatic events indicate that God was giving the king three opportunities to repent and turn from idolatry. Sadly, there's no evidence that the king softened his heart. He persisted in his unbelief and idolatry in the full light of God's miraculous revelations, and he died in his unrepentant state. 

				In some respects, this is an Old Testament picture of what God is continuing to do today for lost humanity. Even though there are those who turn to false gods and scoff and deny that judgment is coming, God in His persistent love continues to extend grace, just as He did with Ahaziah:

				Dear friends, don't let this one thing escape you: With the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. The Lord does not delay His promise, as some understand delay, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance. (2Pt 3:8-9)

				Peter went on to state unequivocally that judgment will eventually come, just as it did on Ahaziah, but until that final moment, God continues to reach out to a lost humanity giving all people an opportunity to repent.  (See 2Pt #5:Looking for Christ's Return; Jnh #5: The Sin of Vengeance.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does this story of Ahaziah compare with God's love and grace when the children of Israel marched around the city of Jericho?  (See Jos #11:God's Patience.)

				

				

	

Elijah in the Whirlwind

				2 The time had come for the Lord to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind. Elijah and Elisha were traveling from Gilgal,2 and Elijah said to Elisha,"Stay here; the Lord is sending me on to Bethel."

				But Elisha replied,"As the Lord lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So they went down to Bethel.

				3 Then the sons of the prophets who were at Bethel came out to Elisha and said,"Do you know that the Lord will take your master away from you today?"

				He said,"Yes, I know. Be quiet."

				4 Elijah said to him,"Elisha, stay here; the Lord is sending me to Jericho."

				But Elisha said,"As the Lord lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So they went to Jericho.

				5 Then the sons of the prophets who were in Jericho came up to Elisha and said,"Do you know that the Lord will take your master away from you today?"

				He said,"Yes, I know. Be quiet."

				6 Elijah said to him,"Stay here; the Lord is sending me to the Jordan."

				But Elisha said,"As the Lord lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So the two of them went on.

				A Principle to Live By - Steadfast Devotion
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				#2 Just as the Lord has promised never to leave or forsake His children, so we are to be loyal to one another.

				Knowing that he was about to leave this earth, Elijah asked Elisha on three separate occasions to stay behind. However, three times Elisha responded,"I will not leave you" (vv. 2,4,6). 

				Elisha's loyalty to Elijah is a beautiful Old Testament picture of the kind of relationships we should have within the body of Jesus Christ. Paul wrote,

				Show family affection to one another with brotherly love. Outdo one another in showing honor. (Rm 12:10)

				This does not mean we should consent to wrongdoing on the part of fellow Christians. In fact, being willing lovingly to confront sin and wrongdoing is a true sign of loyalty. Paul later wrote,

				My brothers, I myself am convinced about you that you also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able to instruct one another. (Rm 15:14; see also Gl 6:1-2.)  (See Rm #23:Sincere Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why are some Christians fickle and disloyal, even to those who have led them to Christ and encouraged them in their faith?  (See 1Co #7:Becoming Like Christ.)

				

				7 Fifty men from the sons of the prophets came and stood facing them from a distance while the two of them stood by the Jordan.8 Elijah took his mantle, rolled it up, and struck the waters, which parted to the right and left. Then the two of them crossed over on dry ground.9 After they had crossed over, Elijah said to Elisha,"Tell me what I can do for you before I am taken from you."

				So Elisha answered,"Please, let me inherit two shares of your spirit."

				10 Elijah replied,"You have asked for something difficult. If you see me being taken from you, you will have it. If not, you won't."

				11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire with horses of fire suddenly appeared and separated the two of them. Then Elijah went up into heaven in the whirlwind. 12 As Elisha watched, he kept crying out,"My father, my father, the chariots and horsemen of Israel!" Then he never saw Elijah again. He took hold of his own clothes and tore them into two pieces.

				A Principle to Live By - Prayer for Power
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				#3 When we experience unusual challenges, we should ask God for supernatural help and strength.

				Elisha undoubtedly heard about Elijah's faith and courage on Mount Carmel (1Kg 18:20-46). Furthermore, he had just walked across the Jordan River bed on dry ground after Elijah had"struck the waters" with his mantle. It's not surprising that he asked for"two shares" of Elijah's spirit to come on him (2Kg 2:7-9). It was a humble request—not to be more powerful than Elijah, but to be able to carry out the 
awesome task that lay ahead of him!

				In the rest of Elisha's story, it becomes apparent that God granted this request—not so that he could do twice as much as Elijah, but so he could fulfill his own calling as a prophet in Israel. In the same way, we all need supernatural strength and courage to do God's will and work. Paul faced this in prison, and he did not hesitate to ask the Ephesians to pray that he might have strength to face the challenges that lay before him:

				Pray at all times in the Spirit with every prayer and request, and stay alert in this with all perseverance and intercession for all the saints. Pray also for me, that the message may be given to me when I open my mouth to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel. For this I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I might be bold enough in Him to speak as I should. (Eph 6:18-20)  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do we hesitate to ask our fellow believers to pray for us so that we might have the faith, courage, and strength to carry out our responsibilities?

				

				

	

Elisha Succeeds Elijah

				13 Elisha picked up the mantle that had fallen off Elijah and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14 Then he took the mantle Elijah had dropped and struck the waters."Where is the Lord God of Elijah?" he asked. He struck the waters himself, and they parted to the right and the left, and Elisha crossed over.

				15 When the sons of the prophets from Jericho who were facing him saw him, they said,"The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha." They came to meet him and bowed down to the ground in front of him.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Miraculous Verification
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				#4 When we feel intimidated and overwhelmed, we are to trust God to empower us with His 
Spirit. 

				Elisha must have felt like Joshua when God transferred Moses' mantle to him. Both men faced an awesome task! But God understood their fears. To Joshua, the Lord said,"Today I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, so they will know that I will be with you just as I was with Moses" (Jos 3:7). God's promise came true when the waters of the Jordan River separated, allowing the children of Israel to cross over into Canaan. God demonstrated that He had been with Joshua just as He was with Moses at the Red Sea (Ex 14:15). 

				God communicated the same basic message to Elisha when He enabled him to part the waters of the Jordan River. This miracle demonstrated to"the sons of the prophets" that Elisha was empowered for the same kind of extraordinary ministry (2Kg 2:8,14). 

				Though Joshua and Elisha had unique, God-ordained callings and responsibilities, we must remember that we serve the same God. No matter what the challenges we face as Christians, we can rely on God to empower us. This was Paul's encouraging word to the Philippians:

				I am able to do all things through Him who strengthens me. (Php 4:13)  (See Eph #7:Experiencing God's Power.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways does God desire to demonstrate His power in our lives today?

				

				16 Then the sons of the prophets said to Elisha,"Since there are 50 strong men here with your servants, please let them go and search for your master. Maybe the Spirit of the Lord has carried him away and put him on one of the mountains or into one of the valleys."

				He answered,"Don't send them."

				17 However, they urged him to the point of embarrassment, so he said,"Send them." They sent 50 men, who looked for three days but did not find him. 18 When they returned to him in Jericho where he was staying, he said to them,"Didn't I tell you not to go?"

				19 Then the men of the city said to Elisha,"Even though our lord can see that the city's location is good, the water is bad and the land unfruitful."

				20 He replied,"Bring me a new bowl and put salt in it."

				After they had brought him one, 21 Elisha went out to the spring of water, threw salt in it, and said,"This is what the Lord says: 'I have healed this water. No longer will death or unfruitfulness result from it.'" 22 Therefore, the water remains healthy to this very day according to the word that Elisha spoke.

				A Principle to Live By - Glorifying God
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				#5 Whatever success we experience in life, we are to always glorify God, not ourselves.

				We can learn from Joshua and Elisha. When God told Joshua He was going to exalt him, this new leader told the children of Israel,

				Come closer and listen to the words of the Lord your God. . . . You will know that the living God is among you. (Jos 3:9-10a)  (See Jos #6:Honoring God.)

				A short time after Elisha parted the River Jordan, he performed a second miracle by purifying a spring of water. He did not say that he did it himself, but that the Lord healed the spring so that it would always sustain life.

				When Paul recorded God's promise—that He"is able to do above and beyond all that we ask or think" (Eph 3:20)—he paid tribute to God's power with these immortal words: 

				To Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. (Eph 3:21)

				Reflection and Response

				While we may enjoy the benefits of our achievements, why is it so tempting to take credit ourselves rather than glorifying God?  (See Ezk #36:Reflecting God's Glory.)

				

				23 From there Elisha went up to Bethel. As he was walking up the path, some small boys came out of the city and harassed him, chanting,"Go up, baldy! Go up, baldy!" 24 He turned around, looked at them, and cursed them in the name of the Lord. Then two female bears came out of the woods and mauled 42 of the children. 25 From there Elisha went to Mount Carmel, and then he returned to Samaria.

				

	

Israel's King Joram

				3 Joram son of Ahab became king over Israel in Samaria during the eighteenth year of Judah's King Jehoshaphat and reigned 12 years. 2 He did what was evil in the Lord's sight, but not like his father and mother, for he removed the sacred pillar of •Baal his father had made. 3 Nevertheless, Joram clung to the sins that Jeroboam son of Nebat had caused Israel to commit. He did not turn away from them.

				

	

Moab's Rebellion against Israel

				4 King Mesha of Moab was a sheep breeder. He used to pay the king of Israel 100,000 lambs and the wool of 100,000 rams, 5 but when Ahab died, the king of Moab rebelled against the king of Israel. 6 So King Joram marched out from Samaria at that time and mobilized all Israel. 7 Then he sent a message to King Jehoshaphat of Judah:"The king of Moab has rebelled against me. Will you go with me to fight against Moab?"

				Jehoshaphat said,"I will go. I am as you are, my people as your people, my horses as your horses." 8 Then he asked,"Which route should we take?"

				Joram replied,"The route of the Wilderness of Edom."

				9 So the king of Israel, the king of Judah, and the king of Edom set out. After they had traveled their indirect route for seven days, they had no water for the army or their animals.

				10 Then the king of Israel said,"Oh no, the Lord has summoned three kings, only to hand them over to Moab."

				11 But Jehoshaphat said,"Isn't there a prophet of the Lord here? Let's inquire of •Yahweh through him."

				One of the servants of the king of Israel answered,"Elisha son of Shaphat, who used to pour water on Elijah's hands, is here."

				12 Jehoshaphat affirmed,"The Lord's words are with him." So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom went to him.

				13 However, Elisha said to King Joram of Israel,"We have nothing in common. Go to the prophets of your father and your mother!"

				But the king of Israel replied,"No, because it is the Lord who has summoned these three kings to hand them over to Moab."

				14 Elisha responded,"As the Lord of •Hosts lives, I stand before Him. If I did not have respect for King Jehoshaphat of Judah, I would not look at you; I wouldn't take notice of you. 15 Now, bring me a musician."

				While the musician played, the Lord's hand came on Elisha. 16 Then he said,"This is what the Lord says: 'Dig ditch after ditch in this •wadi.' 17 For the Lord says, 'You will not see wind or rain, but the wadi will be filled with water, and you will drink — you and your cattle and your animals.' 18 This is easy in the Lord's sight. He will also hand Moab over to you.19 Then you must attack every fortified city and every choice city. You must cut down every good tree and stop up every spring of water. You must ruin every good piece of land with stones."

				20 About the time for the •grain offering the next morning, water suddenly came from the direction of Edom and filled the land.

				A Principle to Live By - Supernatural Intervention
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				#6 Even though we may face circumstances that seem impossible to change, we are always to remember that God is able to circumvent natural laws. 

				Though this event is complex and rather mystifying, Elisha made a profound and clear statement. When these three kings faced the possibility of defeat for lack of water, Elisha responded,"This is easy in the Lord's sight" (v. 18). God promised to fill a wadi with water apart from any wind or rain (vv. 17-18). 

				This is the same basic message the angel Gabriel proclaimed to Mary relative to the miraculous conception of both John the Baptist and Jesus:"For nothing will be impossible with God" (Lk 1:37). Both of these events were out of harmony with natural laws, but they demonstrate that God is capable of doing anything He wishes. 

				Reflection and Response

				Though God is all-powerful, what biblical guidelines are there for being able to trust God and, at the same time, being realistic about the impact of natural laws? (For example, see Lk 13:1-5; Jms 4:13-15.)

				

				21 All Moab had heard that the kings had come up to fight against them. So all who could bear arms, from the youngest to the oldest, were summoned and took their stand at the border. 22 When they got up early in the morning, the sun was shining on the water, and the Moabites saw that the water across from them was red like blood. 23 "This is blood!" they exclaimed."The kings have clashed swords and killed each other. So, to the spoil, Moab!"

				24 However, when the Moabites came to Israel's camp, the Israelites attacked them, and they fled from them. So Israel went into the land and struck down the Moabites. 25 They destroyed the cities, and each of them threw stones to cover every good piece of land. They stopped up every spring of water and cut down every good tree. In the end, only the buildings of Kir-hareseth were left. Then men with slings surrounded the city and attacked it.

				26 When the king of Moab saw that the battle was too fierce for him, he took 700 swordsmen with him to try to break through to the king of Edom, but they could not do it. 27 So he took his firstborn son, who was to become king in his place, and offered him as a •burnt offering on the city wall. Great wrath was on the Israelites, and they withdrew from him and returned to their land.

				

	

The Widow's Oil Multiplied

				4 One of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried out to Elisha,"Your servant, my husband, has died. You know that your servant •feared the Lord. Now the creditor is coming to take my two children as his slaves."

				2 Elisha asked her,"What can I do for you? Tell me, what do you have in the house?"

				She said,"Your servant has nothing in the house except a jar of oil."

				3 Then he said,"Go and borrow empty containers from everyone — from all your neighbors. Do not get just a few. 4 Then go in and shut the door behind you and your sons, and pour oil into all these containers. Set the full ones to one side." 5 So she left.

				After she had shut the door behind her and her sons, they kept bringing her containers, and she kept pouring. 6 When they were full, she said to her son,"Bring me another container."

				But he replied,"There aren't any more." Then the oil stopped.

				7 She went and told the man of God, and he said,"Go sell the oil and pay your debt; you and your sons can live on the rest."

				

	

The Shunammite Woman's Hospitality

				8 One day Elisha went to Shunem. A prominent woman who lived there persuaded him to eat some food. So whenever he passed by, he stopped there to eat. 9 Then she said to her husband,"I know that the one who often passes by here is a holy man of God, 10 so let's make a small room upstairs and put a bed, a table, a chair, and a lamp there for him. Whenever he comes, he can stay there."

				

	

The Shunammite Woman's Son

				11 One day he came there and stopped and went to the room upstairs to lie down. 12 He ordered his attendant Gehazi,"Call this Shunammite woman." So he called her and she stood before him.

				13 Then he said to Gehazi,"Say to her, 'Look, you've gone to all this trouble for us. What can we do for you? Can we speak on your behalf to the king or to the commander of the army? '"

				She answered,"I am living among my own people."

				14 So he asked,"Then what should be done for her?"

				Gehazi answered,"Well, she has no son, and her husband is old."

				15 "Call her," Elisha said. So Gehazi called her, and she stood in the doorway. 16 Elisha said,"At this time next year you will have a son in your arms."

				Then she said,"No, my lord. Man of God, do not deceive your servant."

				17 The woman conceived and gave birth to a son at the same time the following year, as Elisha had promised her.

				

	

The Shunammite's Son Raised

				18 The child grew and one day went out to his father and the harvesters. 19 Suddenly he complained to his father,"My head! My head!"

				His father told his servant,"Carry him to his mother." 20 So he picked him up and took him to his mother. The child sat on her lap until noon and then died. 21 Then she went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, shut him in, and left.

				22 She summoned her husband and said,"Please send me one of the servants and one of the donkeys, so I can hurry to the man of God and then come back."

				23 But he said,"Why go to him today? It's not a New Moon or a Sabbath."

				She replied,"Everything is all right."

				24 Then she saddled the donkey and said to her servant,"Hurry, don't slow the pace for me unless I tell you." 25 So she set out and went to the man of God at Mount Carmel.

				When the man of God saw her at a distance, he said to his attendant Gehazi,"Look, there's the Shunammite woman. 26 Run out to meet her and ask, 'Are you all right? Is your husband all right? Is your son all right? '"

				And she answered,"Everything's all right."

				27 When she came up to the man of God at the mountain, she clung to his feet. Gehazi came to push her away, but the man of God said,"Leave her alone — she is in severe anguish, and the Lord has hidden it from me. He hasn't told me."

				28 Then she said,"Did I ask my lord for a son? Didn't I say, 'Do not deceive me? '"

				29 So Elisha said to Gehazi,"Tuck your mantle under your belt, take my staff with you, and go. If you meet anyone, don't stop to greet him, and if a man greets you, don't answer him. Then place my staff on the boy's face."

				30 The boy's mother said to Elisha,"As the Lord lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So he got up and followed her.

				31 Gehazi went ahead of them and placed the staff on the boy's face, but there was no sound or sign of life, so he went back to meet Elisha and told him,"The boy didn't wake up."

				32 When Elisha got to the house, he discovered the boy lying dead on his bed.33 So he went in, closed the door behind the two of them, and prayed to the Lord.34 Then he went up and lay on the boy: he put mouth to mouth, eye to eye, hand to hand. While he bent down over him, the boy's flesh became warm.35 Elisha got up, went into the house, and paced back and forth. Then he went up and bent down over him again. The boy sneezed seven times and opened his eyes.

				36 Elisha called Gehazi and said,"Call the Shunammite woman." He called her and she came. Then Elisha said,"Pick up your son." 37 She came, fell at his feet, and bowed to the ground; she picked up her son and left.

				

	

The Deadly Stew

				38 When Elisha returned to Gilgal, there was a famine in the land. The sons of the prophets were sitting at his feet.f He said to his attendant,"Put on the large pot and make stew for the sons of the prophets."

				39 One went out to the field to gather herbs and found a wild vine from which he gathered as many wild gourds as his garment would hold. Then he came back and cut them up into the pot of stew, but they were unaware of what they were.

				40 They served some for the men to eat, but when they ate the stew they cried out,"There's death in the pot, man of God!" And they were unable to eat it.

				41 Then Elisha said,"Get some meal." He threw it into the pot and said,"Serve it for the people to eat." And there was nothing bad in the pot.

				

	

The Multiplied Bread

				42 A man from Baal-shalishah came to the man of God with his sack full of 20 loaves of barley bread from the first bread of the harvest. Elisha said,"Give it to the people to eat."

				43 But Elisha's attendant asked,"What? Am I to set 20 loaves before 100 men?"

				"Give it to the people to eat," Elisha said,"for this is what the Lord says: 'They will eat, and they will have some left over.'" 44 So he gave it to them, and as the Lord had promised, they ate and had some left over.

				A Principle to Live By - A Man of God

				[image: Getz0375.png]

				#7 When reflecting on these miracles performed by Elisha, we must remember that he was a man of God, not the Son of God.

				God definitely used miracles to validate the prophetic ministry of Elijah and Elisha. They were His representatives who were well-known as men of God (1Kg 17:18,24; 2Kg 4:9). However, they were only human beings with God-given miraculous powers. 

				Their supernatural ministry laid the foundation for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, the greatest prophet who ever walked on earth. He came as the Son of God, and His miracles verified that He was Deity in human flesh. He was indeed fully human but also fully divine—the God-man. The apostle John wrote his Gospel to demonstrate this great truth. After recording several extraordinary miracles, he stated his purpose:

				Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of His disciples that are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may believe Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and by believing you may have life in His name. (Jn 20:30-31)  (See Jn #39:The Power of Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				How are Elisha's miracles similar to both Elijah's miracles and Jesus' miracles? (See 1Kg 17.)  (See Jn #24:Physical Death and Eternal Hope.)

				

				

	

Naaman's Disease Healed

				5 Naaman, commander of the army for the king of Aram, was a great man in his master's sightg and highly regarded because through him, the Lord had given victory to Aram. The man was a brave warrior, but he had a skin disease.

				2 Aram had gone on raids and brought back from the land of Israel a young girl who served Naaman's wife. 3 She said to her mistress,"If only my master would go toh the prophet who is in Samaria, he would cure him of his skin disease."

				4 So Naaman went and told his master what the girl from the land of Israel had said. 5 Therefore, the king of Aram said,"Go and I will send a letter with you to the king of Israel."

				So he went and took with him 750 poundsi of silver, 150 poundsj of gold, and 10 changes of clothes. 6 He brought the letter to the king of Israel, and it read:

				

				When this letter comes to you, note that I have sent you my servant Naaman for you to cure him of his skin disease.

				

				7 When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and asked,"Am I God, killing and giving life that this man expects me to cure a man of his skin disease? Think it over and you will see that he is only picking a fight withk me."

				8 When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel tore his clothes, he sent a message to the king,"Why have you torn your clothes? Have him come to me, and he will know there is a prophet in Israel." 9 So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and stood at the door of Elisha's house.

				10 Then Elisha sent him a messenger, who said,"Go wash seven times in the Jordan and your flesh will be restored and you will be •clean."

				11 But Naaman got angry and left, saying,"I was telling myself: He will surely come out, stand and call on the name of •Yahweh his God, and will wave his hand over the spot and cure the skin disease. 12 Aren't Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?" So he turned and left in a rage.

				13 But his servants approached and said to him,"My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more should you do it when he tells you, 'Wash and be clean'?" 14 So Naaman went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, according to the command of the man of God. Then his skin was restored and became like the skin of a small boy, and he was clean.

				15 Then Naaman and his whole company went back to the man of God, stood before him, and declared,"I know there's no God in the whole world except in Israel. Therefore, please accept a gift from your servant."

				16 But Elisha said,"As the Lord lives, I stand before Him. I will not accept it." Naaman urged him to accept it, but he refused.

				17 Naaman responded,"If not, please let your servant be given as much soil as a pair of mules can carry, for your servant will no longer offer a •burnt offering or a sacrifice to any other god but Yahweh. 18 However, in a particular matter may the Lord pardon your servant: When my master, the king of Aram, goes into the temple of Rimmon to worship and I, as his right-hand man,l bow in the temple of Rimmon — when I bow m in the temple of Rimmon, may the Lord pardon your servant in this matter."

				19 So he said to him,"Go in peace."

				A Principle to Live By - The Gift of Life
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				#8 When sharing the gospel, we should do all we can to help unsaved people understand that salvation is a free gift and cannot be earned. 

				Naaman was an arrogant and self-centered warrior. So when Elisha refused to interface with him personally and instead sent a messenger with instructions to"wash seven times in the Jordan" (v. 10), Naaman felt rejected and humiliated. However, in spite of his intense pride and anger, he listened to his servants, humbled himself, and bathed in the Jordan River.

				

				Naaman was surprised to be miraculously healed. Likely embarrassed by his childish 
behavior and realizing that Israel's God had caused this to happen, he returned to Elisha's house and acknowledged that the pagan god, Rimmon, was only an idol with no power to heal, declaring,"I know there's no God in the whole world except in Israel" (v. 15). Elisha's strategy had worked. This powerful pagan warrior understood and believed that the one true God had simply used Elisha to direct him to the true source of health and life. 

				Deeply appreciative, Naaman offered Elisha a generous donation. In refusing his offering, Elisha communicated that this gift of health and especially the gift of faith and eternal life were absolutely free. 

				Paul often did the same in his evangelistic ministry. Though he taught"that those who preach the gospel should earn their living by the gospel" (1Co 9:14), there were times he refused to receive the necessities of life from unbelievers and even new Christians so as to avoid communicating in any way that salvation could be earned (see 1Th 2:8-10). He looked to more mature believers to care for his material needs (Php 4:15-16).  (See 1Co #20:Demonstrating Pure Motives.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why are pure motives so important when sharing the gospel, especially with those who worship false gods?

				

				

	

Gehazi's Greed Punished

				After Naaman had traveled a short distance from Elisha, 20 Gehazi, the attendant of Elisha the man of God, thought: My master has let this Aramean Naaman off lightly by not accepting from him what he brought. As the Lord lives, I will run after him and get something from him.

				21 So Gehazi pursued Naaman. When Naaman saw someone running after him, he got down from the chariot to meet him and asked,"Is everything all right?"

				22 Gehazi said,"It's all right. My master has sent me to say, 'I have just now discovered that two young men from the sons of the prophets have come to me from the hill country of Ephraim. Please give them 75 poundsn of silver and two changes of clothes.'"

				23 But Naaman insisted,"Please, accept 150 pounds."o He urged Gehazi and then packed 150 poundsp of silver in two bags with two changes of clothes. Naaman gave them to two of his young men who carried them ahead of Gehazi. 24 When Gehazi came to the hill,q he took the gifts from them and stored them in the house. Then he dismissed the men, and they left.

				25 Gehazi came and stood by his master."Where did you go, Gehazi?" Elisha asked him.

				"Your servant didn't go anywhere," he replied.

				26 But Elisha questioned him,"Wasn't my spirit therer when the man got down from his chariot to meet you? Is it a time to accept money and clothes, olive orchards and vineyards, sheep and oxen, and male and female slaves? 27 Therefore, Naaman's skin disease will cling to you and your descendants forever." So Gehazi went out from his presence diseased — white as snow.

				A Principle to Live By - Accountability before God

				[image: Getz0377.png]

				#9 We must understand that the more we know about God's grace, holiness, and power, the more we are accountable for our sinful attitudes and actions.

				Gehazi had witnessed miracle after miracle that God had performed through Elisha. He must have known that his master had refused the donations so that Naaman would understand that God and God alone had healed him. In the full light of this latest miracle, Gahazi lied—first to Naaman and then to his master (vv. 22-25). 

				The serious issue in this turn of events is not whether it is right or wrong to receive donations from someone who has been a recipient of our ministry. The Bible clearly teaches that spiritual leaders"should be considered worthy of an ample honorarium" (1Tm 5:17). However, Gehazi had deliberately twisted Elisha's motive to honor and glorify God alone, and then he denied what he had done. Consequently, he paid a terrible price. 

				This kind of judgment is rare in Scripture. God extends grace and forgiveness when there is true repentance. Sadly, there is no evidence that Gehazi sincerely confessed his sin. The image of this disease on Gehazi and his descendants is a reminder that we are living dangerously when we continue to violate God's will in the full light of His presence and power in our lives (Ac 5:1-11).  (See Ac #9:Honesty and Integrity.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to interpret the extraordinary punishment Gehazi received in the light of the immediate context of Scripture as well as in view of the total biblical story?

				

				

	

The Floating Ax Head

				6 The sons of the prophets said to Elisha,"Please notice that the place where we live under your supervisions is too small for us. 2 Please let us go to the Jordan where we can each get a log and can build ourselves a place to live there."

				"Go," he said.

				3 Then one said,"Please come with your servants."

				"I'll come," he answered.

				4 So he went with them, and when they came to the Jordan, they cut down trees. 5 As one of them was cutting down a tree, the iron ax head fell into the water, and he cried out,"Oh, my master, it was borrowed!"

				6 Then the man of God asked,"Where did it fall?"

				When he showed him the place, the man of God cut a stick, threw it there, and made the iron float.7 Then he said,"Pick it up." So he reached out and took it.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Loving Care

				[image: Getz0378.png]

				#10 We should feel free to seek God's supernatural help, no matter how simple our needs 
may be. 

				Why would the Holy Spirit include this miraculous story of a floating ax head? There seems to be one major explanation. God is concerned about all aspects of our lives, even though our needs may seem trivial and mundane. 

				Paul had this in mind when he wrote,

				Don't worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses every thought, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. (Php 4:6-7)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the minor difficulties in our lives where we should feel free to seek God's help?

				

				

	

The Aramean War

				8 When the king of Aram was waging war against Israel, he conferred with his servants,"My camp will be at such and such a place."

				9 But the man of God sent word to the king of Israel:"Be careful passing by this place, for the Arameans are going down there." 10 Consequently, the king of Israel sent word to the place the man of God had told him about. The man of God repeatedlyt warned the king, so the king would be on his guard.

				11 The king of Aram was enraged because of this matter, and he called his servants and demanded of them,"Tell me, which one of us is for the king of Israel?"

				12 One of his servants said,"No one, my lord the king. Elisha, the prophet in Israel, tells the king of Israel even the words you speak in your bedroom."

				13 So the king said,"Go and see where he is, so I can send men to capture him."

				When he was told,"Elisha is in Dothan,"14 he sent horses, chariots, and a massive army there. They went by night and surrounded the city.

				15 When the servant of the man of God got up early and went out, he discovered an army with horses and chariots surrounding the city. So he asked Elisha,"Oh, my master, what are we to do?"

				16 Elisha said,"Don't be afraid, for those who are with us outnumber those who are with them."

				17 Then Elisha prayed,"Lord, please open his eyes and let him see." So the Lord opened the servant's eyes. He looked and saw that the mountain was covered with horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.

				18 When the Arameans came against him, Elisha prayed to the Lord,"Please strike this nation with blindness." So He struck them with blindness, according to Elisha's word. 19 Then Elisha said to them,"This is not the way, and this is not the city. Follow me, and I will take you to the man you're looking for." And he led them to Samaria. 20 When they entered Samaria, Elisha said,"Lord, open these men's eyes and let them see." So the Lord opened their eyes. They looked and discovered they were in Samaria.

				21 When the king of Israel saw them, he said to Elisha,"My father, should I kill them? I will kill them."

				22 Elisha replied,"Don't kill them. Do you kill those you have captured with your sword or your bow? Set food and water in front of them so they can eat and drink and go to their master."

				23 So he prepared a great feast for them. When they had eaten and drunk, he sent them away, and they went to their master. The Aramean raiders did not come into Israel's land again.

				A Principle to Live By - The Invisible World
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				#11 Though most of us will never see the unseen world of good and evil, we are to believe that it exists and that we can be victorious in our spiritual battles. 

				We can only imagine how Elisha's servant felt when his eyes were opened to an unseen world where God's angels formed a spiritual army that was greater in power and numbers than Aram's earthly troops (v. 17). After these hordes were given a demonstration of God's sovereign power, they were treated to a banquet and then allowed to return to their own land unharmed—a beautiful illustration of God's grace in the Old Testament (v. 23).

				Paul has reminded us in the New Testament that we too are surrounded by an invisible world. He identified this unseen world as"the rulers and authorities in the heavens" (Eph 3:10)—God's spiritual warriors and Satan's evil cohorts. Our ultimate"battle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the world powers of this darkness" (Eph 6:12). We can win this battle—not with physical armaments, but with"the full armor of God" (Eph 6:13-18). 
(See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it easy for all of us to ignore the spiritual realities that make up our unseen world?

				

				24 Some time later, King Ben-hadad of Aram brought all his military units together and marched up to besiege Samaria. 25 So there was a great famine in Samaria, and they continued the siege against it until a donkey's head sold for 80 silver •shekels, and a cupu of dove's dungv sold for five silver shekels.

				26 As the king of Israel was passing by on the wall, a woman cried out to him,"My lord the king, help!"

				27 He answered,"If the Lord doesn't help you, where can I get help for you? From the threshing floor or the winepress?" 28 Then the king asked her,"What's the matter?"

				She said,"This woman said to me, 'Give up your son, and we will eat him today. Then we will eat my son tomorrow.' 29 So we boiled my son and ate him, and I said to her the next day, 'Give up your son, and we will eat him,' but she has hidden her son."

				30 When the king heard the woman's words, he tore his clothes. Then, as he was passing by on the wall, the people saw that there was •sackcloth under his clothes next to his skin. 31 He announced,"May God punish me and do so severely if the head of Elisha son of Shaphat remains on his shoulders today."

				32 Elisha was sitting in his house, and the elders were sitting with him. The king sent a man ahead of him, but before the messenger got to him, Elisha said to the elders,"Do you see how this murderer has sent someone to cut off my head? Look, when the messenger comes, shut the door to keep him out. Isn't the sound of his master's feet behind him?"

				33 While Elisha was still speaking with them, the messenger w came down to him. Then he said,"This disaster is from the Lord. Why should I wait for the Lord any longer?"

				

	

Aram Defeated

				7 Elisha replied,"Hear the word of the Lord! This is what the Lord says: 'About this time tomorrow at the gate of Samaria, six quartsx of fine meal will sell for a •shekel and 12 quartsy of barley will sell for a shekel.'"

				2 Then the captain, the king's right-hand man, responded to the man of God,"Look, even if the Lord were to make windows in heaven, could this really happen?"

				Elisha announced,"You will in fact see it with your own eyes, but you won't eat any of it."

				3 Four men with a skin disease were at the entrance to the gate. They said to each other,"Why just sit here until we die? 4 If we say, 'Let's go into the city,' we will die there because the famine is in the city, but if we sit here, we will also die. So now, come on. Let's go to the Arameans' camp. If they let us live, we will live; if they kill us, we will die."

				5 So the diseased men got up at twilight to go to the Arameans' camp. When they came to the camp's edge, they discovered that there was not a single man there, 6 for the Lord z had caused the Aramean camp to hear the sound of chariots, horses, and a great army. The Arameans had said to each other,"The king of Israel must have hired the kings of the Hittites and the kings of Egypt to attack us." 7 So they had gotten up and fled at twilight, abandoning their tents, horses, and donkeys. The camp was intact, and they had fled for their lives.

				8 When these men came to the edge of the camp, they went into a tent to eat and drink. Then they picked up the silver, gold, and clothing and went off and hid them. They came back and entered another tent, picked things up, and hid them.9 Then they said to each other,"We're not doing what is right. Today is a day of good news. If we are silent and wait until morning light, our sin will catch up with us. Let's go tell the king's household."

				10 The diseased men went and called to the city's gatekeepers and told them,"We went to the Aramean camp and no one was there — no human sounds. There was nothing but tethered horses and donkeys, and the tents were intact." 11 The gatekeepers called out, and the news was reported to the king's household.

				12 So the king got up in the night and said to his servants,"Let me tell you what the Arameans have done to us. They know we are starving, so they have left the camp to hide in the open country, thinking, 'When they come out of the city, we will take them alive and go into the city.'"

				13 But one of his servants responded,"Please, let messengers take five of the horses that are left in the city. Their fate is like the entire Israelite community who will die, aa so let's send them and see."

				14 The messengers took two chariots with horses, and the king sent them after the Aramean army, saying,"Go and see." 15 So they followed them as far as the Jordan. They saw that the whole way was littered with clothes and equipment the Arameans had thrown off in their haste. The messengers returned and told the king. 16 Then the people went out and plundered the Aramean camp.

				It was then that six quartsab of fine meal sold for a shekel and 12 quartsac of barley sold for a shekel, according to the word of the Lord. 17 The king had appointed the captain, his right-hand man, to be in charge of the gate, but the people trampled him in the gateway. He died, just as the man of God had predicted when the king came to him. 18 When the man of God had said to the king,"About this time tomorrow 12 quartsad of barley will sell for a shekel and six quartsae of fine meal will sell for a shekel at the gate of Samaria," 19 this captain had answered the man of God,"Look, even if the Lord were to make windows in heaven, could this really happen?" Elisha had said,"You will in fact see it with your own eyes, but you won't eat any of it." 20 This is what happened to him: the people trampled him in the gateway, and he died.

				A Principle to Live By - Strength in Weakness

				[image: Getz0380.png]

				#12 Even though we may feel weak and unworthy, we should be available for God to use us in miraculous ways to achieve His purposes in this world. 

				A severe famine in Samaria had taken its toll. Outside the city wall, Aram's army was waiting for the right moment to bring King Jehoram to his knees and to capture a people already suffering from starvation. It was then God used four diseased men. As they approached the Aramean camp, God caused the enemies of Israel to think they were being attacked by a great army. Aram's horde fled, leaving everything behind. God had used four men who were literally outcasts in Samaria to save the entire city.

				This event is an Old Testament earthly illustration of a New Testament spiritual reality. Writing to the Corinthians, Paul encouraged these believers who felt woefully weak and lacking in wisdom:

				Brothers, consider your calling: Not many are wise from a human perspective, not many powerful, not many of noble birth. Instead, God has chosen what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen what is weak in the world to shame the strong. (1Co 1:26-27)  (See 1Co #4:God's Wisdom.)

				Today, God still desires to use the weak in order to save multitudes. In fact, Paul testified that when he felt the weakest, he sensed God's strength more abundantly (2Co 12:10). 

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways does God use our weaknesses today to achieve His purposes in this world?

				

				

	

The Shunammite's Land Restored

				8 Elisha said to the woman whose son he had restored to life,"Get ready, you and your household, and go and live as a foreigner wherever you can. For the Lord has announced a seven-year famine, and it has already come to the land."

				2 So the woman got ready and did what the man of God said. She and her household lived as foreigners in the land of the Philistines for seven years. 3 When the woman returned from the land of the Philistines at the end of seven years, she went to appeal to the king for her house and field.

				4 The king had been speaking to Gehazi, the attendant of the man of God, saying,"Tell me all the great things Elisha has done."

				5 While he was telling the king how Elisha restored the dead son to life, the woman whose son he had restored to life came to appeal to the king for her house and field. So Gehazi said,"My lord the king, this is the woman and this is the son Elisha restored to life."

				6 When the king asked the woman, she told him the story. So the king appointed a court official for her, saying,"Restore all that was hers, along with all the income from the field from the day she left the country until now."

				

	

Aram's King Hazael

				7 Elisha came to Damascus while Ben-hadad king of Aram was sick, and the king was told,"The man of God has come here." 8 So the king said to Hazael,"Take a gift with you and go meet the man of God. Inquire of the Lord through him, 'Will I recover from this sickness? '"

				9 Hazael went to meet Elisha, taking with him a gift: 40 camel-loads of all kinds of goods from Damascus. When he came and stood before him, he said,"Your son, Ben-hadad king of Aram, has sent me to ask you, 'Will I recover from this sickness? '"

				10 Elisha told him,"Go say to him, 'You are sure to af recover.' But the Lord has shown me that he is sure to die." 11 Then Elisha stared steadily at him until Hazael was ashamed.

				The man of God wept, 12 and Hazael asked,"Why is my lord weeping?"

				He replied,"Because I know the evil you will do to the people of Israel. You will set their fortresses on fire. You will kill their young men with the sword. You will dash their little ones to pieces. You will rip open their pregnant women."

				13 Hazael said,"How could your servant, a mere dog, do this monstrous thing?"

				Elisha answered,"The Lord has shown me that you will be king over Aram."

				14 Hazael left Elisha and went to his master, who asked him,"What did Elisha say to you?"

				He responded,"He told me you are sure to recover." 15 The next day Hazael took a heavy cloth, dipped it in water, and spread it over the king's face. Ben-hadad died, and Hazael reigned instead of him.

				

	

Judah's King Jehoram

				16 In the fifth year of Israel's King Joram son of Ahab, Jehoram son of Jehoshaphat became king of Judah, replacing his father.ag17 He was 32 years old when he became king and reigned eight years in Jerusalem.18 He walked in the way of the kings of Israel, as the house of Ahab had done, for Ahab's daughter was his wife. He did what was evil in the Lord's sight. 

				A Principle to Live By - Marital Influence
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				#13 When choosing a life mate, men and women should carefully consider whether that person is committed to walking in the will of God.

				In 1 Kings, we noted Jezebel's evil influence on Ahab. She incited him to devote"himself to do what was evil in the Lord's sight" (1Kg 21:25).  (See 1Kg #37:Evil Influences.)

				When Jehoram became king in Judah, he married Athaliah, daughter of Jezebel and Ahab. Both Ahab and Jehoram were deeply influenced by their evil wives. These men were responsible under God for their own evil deeds, but we cannot deny the fact that wives can influence their husbands for good or bad.

				This is why Paul emphasized this principle in the New Testament. Writing about the negative aspects of a relationship, he exhorted,

				Do not be mismatched with unbelievers. For what partnership is there between righteousness and lawlessness? Or what fellowship does light have with darkness? What agreement does Christ have with Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? And what agreement does God's sanctuary have with idols? (2Co 6:14-16a)  (See Jr #11:A Form of Godliness.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can unsaved or carnal Christian mates today influence their spouses to walk out of the will of God?

				

				19 The Lord was unwilling to destroy Judah because of His servant David, since He had promised to give a lamp to David and his sons forever.

				20 During Jehoram's reign, Edom rebelled against Judah's control and appointed their own king. 21 So Jehoram crossed over to Zair with all his chariots. Then at night he set out to attack the Edomites who had surrounded him and the chariot commanders, but his troops fled to their tents. 22 So Edom is still in rebellion against Judah's control today. Libnah also rebelled at that time.

				23 The rest of the events of Jehoram's reign, along with all his accomplishments, are written in the Historical Record of Judah's Kings. 24 Jehoram rested with his fathers and was buried with his fathers in the city of David, and his son Ahaziah became king in his place.

				

	

Judah's King Ahaziah

				25 In the twelfth year of Israel's King Joram son of Ahab, Ahaziah son of Jehoram became king of Judah.26 Ahaziah was 22 years old when he became king and reigned one year in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Athaliah, granddaughter of Israel's King Omri.27 He walked in the way of the house of Ahab and did what was evil in the Lord's sight like the house of Ahab, for he was a son-in-law to Ahab's family.

				28 Ahaziah went with Joram son of Ahab to fight against Hazael king of Aram in Ramoth-gilead, and the Arameans wounded Joram. 29 So King Joram returned to Jezreel to recover from the wounds that the Arameans had inflicted on him in Ramoth-gileadah when he fought against Aram's King Hazael. Then Judah's King Ahaziah son of Jehoram went down to Jezreel to visit Joram son of Ahab since Joram was ill.

				A Principle to Live By - Family Nurture
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				#14 Local churches should provide spiritual nurture and support for members of unbelieving families.

				Not only do we encounter the wicked influence of husbands and wives in these Old Testament stories, but we also see the impact of pagan parents on their children. Ahaziah's father had married Ahab and Jezebel's daughter.

				Unfortunately, this kind of negative influence permeates many families today. Fortunately, God has given birth to a spiritual family, the church. Though statistically, children grow up just as pagan as their parents—if not worse—there are many unsaved young people whose lives are touched by the faithful witness of local churches. It's at this point the church itself should become a reparenting entity, providing children and youth from unsaved families with an environment where they can be spiritually nurtured. 

				The apostle Paul and his fellow missionaries, Silas and Timothy, modeled the reparenting process in their own ministry:

				Although we could have been a burden as Christ's apostles, instead we were gentle among you, as a nursing mother nurtures her own children. . . . As you know, like a father with his own children, we encouraged, comforted, and implored each one of you to walk worthy of God, who calls you into His own kingdom and glory. (1Th 2:7,11-12)  (See 1Th #3:God's Household Model.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can a local church become an effective spiritual family to those converts who come from non-Christian homes?  (See Rm #23:Sincere Love.)

				

				

	

Jehu Anointed as Israel's King

				9 The prophet Elisha called one of the sons of the prophets and said,"Tuck your mantle under your belt, take this flask of oil with you, and go to Ramoth-gilead. 2 When you get there, look for Jehu son of Jehoshaphat, son of Nimshi. Go in, get him away from his colleagues, and take him to an inner room. 3 Then, take the flask of oil, pour it on his head, and say, 'This is what the Lord says:"I anoint you king over Israel." ' Open the door and escape. Don't wait." 4 So the young prophet went to Ramoth-gilead.

				5 When he arrived, the army commanders were sitting there, so he said,"I have a message for you, commander."

				Jehu asked,"For which one of us?"

				He answered,"For you, commander."

				6 So Jehu got up and went into the house. The young prophet poured the oil on his head and said,"This is what the Lord God of Israel says: 'I anoint you king over the Lord's people, Israel. 7 You are to strike down the house of your master Ahab so that I may avenge the blood shed by the hand of Jezebel — the blood of My servants the prophets and of all the servants of the Lord. 8 The whole house of Ahab will perish, and I will eliminate all of Ahab's males,ai both slave and free, in Israel. 9 I will make the house of Ahab like the house of Jeroboam son of Nebat and like the house of Baasha son of Ahijah. 10 The dogs will eat Jezebel in the plot of land at Jezreel — no one will bury her.'" Then the young prophet opened the door and escaped.

				11 When Jehu came out to his master's servants, they asked,"Is everything all right? Why did this crazy person come to you?"

				Then he said to them,"You know the sort and their ranting."

				12 But they replied,"That's a lie! Tell us!"

				So Jehu said,"He talked to me about this and that and said, 'This is what the Lord says: I anoint you king over Israel.'"

				13 Each man quickly took his garment and put it under Jehu on the bare steps.aj They blew the ram's horn and proclaimed,"Jehu is king!"

				14 Then Jehu son of Jehoshaphat, son of Nimshi, conspired against Joram. Joram and all Israel had been at Ramoth-gilead on guard against Hazael king of Aram. 15 But King Joram had returned to Jezreel to recover from the wounds that the Arameans had inflicted on him when he fought against Aram's King Hazael. Jehu said,"If you commanders wish to make me king, then don't let anyone escape from the city to go tell about it in Jezreel."

				

	

Jehu Kills Joram and Ahaziah

				16 Jehu got into his chariot and went to Jezreel since Joram was laid up there and Ahaziah king of Judah had gone down to visit Joram. 17 Now the watchman was standing on the tower in Jezreel. He saw Jehu's troops approaching and shouted,"I see troops!"

				Joram responded,"Choose a rider and send him to meet them and have him ask, 'Do you come in peace? '"

				18 So a horseman went to meet Jehu and said,"This is what the king asks: 'Do you come in peace? '"

				Jehu replied,"What do you have to do with peace?ak Fall in behind me."

				The watchman reported,"The messenger reached them but hasn't started back."

				19 So he sent out a second horseman, who went to them and said,"This is what the king asks: 'Do you come in peace? '"

				Jehu answered,"What do you have to do with peace?al Fall in behind me."

				20 Again the watchman reported,"He reached them but hasn't started back. Also, the driving is like that of Jehu son of Nimshi — he drives like a madman."

				21 "Harness!" Joram shouted, and they harnessed his chariot. Then Joram king of Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah set out, each in his own chariot, and met Jehu at the plot of land of Naboth the Jezreelite. 22 When Joram saw Jehu he asked,"Do you come in peace, Jehu?"

				He answered,"What peace can there be as long as there is so much prostitution and witchcraft from your mother Jezebel?"

				23 Joram turned around and fled, shouting to Ahaziah,"It's treachery, Ahaziah!"

				24 Then Jehu drew his bow and shot Joram between the shoulders. The arrow went through his heart, and he slumped down in his chariot. 25 Jehu said to Bidkar his aide,"Pick him up and throw him on the plot of ground belonging to Naboth the Jezreelite. For remember when you and I were riding side by side behind his father Ahab, and the Lord uttered this •oracle against him: 26 'As surely as I saw the blood of Naboth and the blood of his sons yesterday' — this is the Lord's declaration — 'so will I repay you on this plot of land' — this is the Lord's declaration. So now, according to the word of the Lord, pick him up and throw him on the plot of land."

				27 When King Ahaziah of Judah saw what was happening, he fled up the road toward Beth-haggan. Jehu pursued him, shouting,"Shoot him too!" So they shot him in his chariot am at Gur Pass near Ibleam, but he fled to Megiddo and died there. 28 Then his servants carried him to Jerusalem in a chariot and buried him in his fathers' tomb in the city of David. 29 It was in the eleventh year of Joram son of Ahab that Ahaziah had become king over Judah.

				

	

Jehu Kills Jezebel

				30 When Jehu came to Jezreel, Jezebel heard about it, so she painted her eyes, adorned her head, and looked down from the window. 31 As Jehu entered the gate, she said,"Do you come in peace, Zimri, killer of your master?"

				32 He looked up toward the window and said,"Who is on my side? Who?" Two or three eunuchs looked down at him, 33 and he said,"Throw her down!" So they threw her down, and some of her blood splattered on the wall and on the horses, and Jehu rode over her.

				34 Then he went in, ate and drank, and said,"Take care of this cursed woman and bury her, since she's a king's daughter."35 But when they went out to bury her, they did not find anything but her skull, her feet, and the palms of her hands. 36 So they went back and told him, and he said,"This fulfills the Lord's word that He spoke through His servant Elijah the Tishbite: 'In the plot of land at Jezreel, the dogs will eat Jezebel's flesh.37 Jezebel's corpse will be like manure on the surface of the field in the plot of land at Jezreel so that no one will be able to say: This is Jezebel.'"

				A Principle to Live By - God's Justice
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				#15 In view of God's coming judgment on unrepentant people, we should be more committed to sharing the gospel of God's grace and forgiveness through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

				The demise of Jezebel is tragic! She flaunted her evil immorality to the bitter end. Adorned as a prostitute, she taunted Jehu. 

				What if Jezebel had humbled herself before God following Elijah's victory over the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel? Would God have had mercy? The answer must be"Yes," just as He had mercy on the prostitute Rahab in Jericho. However, Jezebel continued to incite Ahab to"do what was evil in the Lord's sight" (1Kg 21:25). Though she had opportunity after opportunity to turn from her evil ways, she only hardened her heart.

				There is no act of sin that is beyond God's ability to forgive, and He does not delight in punishing evildoers. However, because of who He is, He must and will judge those who persist in evil. It is therefore urgent that we extend an invitation for individuals to experience God's grace through His Son and our Savior Jesus Christ.  (See #33:God's Forgiveness; Rm #6: Salvation through Faith.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what way is Jezebel an Old Testament illustration of what Paul describes in Romans 1:18-32?  (See Rm #3:Sin's Devastating Results.)

				

				

	

Jehu Kills the House of Ahab

				10 Since Ahab had 70 sons in Samaria, Jehu wrote letters and sent them to Samaria to the rulers of Jezreel, to the elders, and to the guardians of Ahab's sons, an saying:

				

				2 When this letter arrives, since your master's sons are with you and you have chariots, horses, a fortified city, and weaponry, 3 select the most qualifiedao of your master's sons, set him on his father's throne, and fight for your master's house.

				

				4 However, they were terrified and reasoned,"Look, two kings couldn't stand against him; how can we?"

				5 So the overseer of the palace, the overseer of the city, the elders, and the guardians sent a message to Jehu:"We are your servants, and we will do whatever you tell us. We will not make anyone king. Do whatever you think is right."ap

				6 Then Jehu wrote them a second letter, saying:

				

				If you are on my side, and if you will obey me, bring me the heads of your master's sons at this time tomorrow at Jezreel.

				

				All 70 of the king's sons were being cared for by the city's prominent men. 7 When the letter came to them, they took the king's sons and slaughtered all 70, put their heads in baskets, and sent them to Jehu at Jezreel. 8 When the messenger came and told him,"They have brought the heads of the king's sons," the king said,"Pile them in two heaps at the entrance of the gate until morning."

				9 The next morning when he went out and stood at the gate, he said to all the people,"You are innocent. It was I who conspired against my master and killed him. But who struck down all these? 10 Know, then, that not a word the Lord spoke against the house of Ahab will fail, for the Lord has done what He promised through His servant Elijah." 11 So Jehu killed all who remained of the house of Ahab in Jezreel — all his great men, close friends, and priests — leaving him no survivors.

				12 Then he set out and went on his way to Samaria. On the way, while he was at Beth-eked of the Shepherds, 13 Jehu met the relatives of Ahaziah king of Judah and asked,"Who are you?"

				They answered,"We're Ahaziah's relatives. We've come down to greet the king's sons and the queen mother's sons."

				14 Then Jehu ordered,"Take them alive." So they took them alive and then slaughtered them at the pit of Beth-eked — 42 men. He didn't spare any of them.

				15 When he left there, he found Jehonadab son of Rechab coming to meet him. He greeted him and then asked,"Is your heart one with mine?"aq

				"It is," Jehonadab replied.

				Jehu said,"If it is, ar give me your hand."

				So he gave him his hand, and Jehu pulled him up into the chariot with him. 16 Then he said,"Come with me and see my zeal for the Lord!" So he let him ride with him in his chariot. 17 When Jehu came to Samaria, he struck down all who remained from the house of Ahab in Samaria until he had annihilated his house, according to the word of the Lord spoken to Elijah.

				

	

Jehu Kills the Baal Worshipers

				18 Then Jehu brought all the people together and said to them,"Ahab served •Baal a little, but Jehu will serve him a lot. 19 Now, therefore, summon to me all the prophets of Baal, all his servants, and all his priests. None must be missing, for I have a great sacrifice for Baal. Whoever is missing will not live." However, Jehu was acting deceptively in order to destroy the servants of Baal. 20 Jehu commanded,"Consecrate a solemn assembly for Baal." So they called one.

				21 Then Jehu sent messengers throughout all Israel, and all the servants of Baal as came; there was not a man left who did not come. They entered the temple of Baal, and it was filled from one end to the other. 22 Then he said to the custodian of the wardrobe,"Bring out the garments for all the servants of Baal." So he brought out their garments.

				23 Then Jehu and Jehonadab son of Rechab entered the temple of Baal, and Jehu said to the servants of Baal,"Look carefully to see that there are no servants of the Lord here among you — only servants of Baal." 24 Then they went in to offer sacrifices and •burnt offerings.

				Now Jehu had stationed 80 men outside, and he warned them,"Whoever allows any of the men I am delivering into your hands to escape will forfeit his life for theirs." 25 When he finished offering the burnt offering, Jehu said to the guards and officers,"Go in and kill them. Don't let anyone out." So they struck them down with the sword. Then the guards and officers threw the bodies out and went into the inner room of the temple of Baal. 26 They brought out the pillars of the temple of Baal and burned them 27 and tore down the pillar of Baal. Then they tore down the temple of Baal and made it a latrine — which it is to this day.

				

	

Evaluation of Jehu's Reign

				28 Jehu eliminated Baal worship from Israel, 29 but he did not turn away from the sins that Jeroboam son of Nebat had caused Israel to commit — worshiping the gold calves that were in Bethel and Dan.30 Nevertheless, the Lord said to Jehu,"Because you have done well in carrying out what is right in My sight and have done to the house of Ahab all that was in My heart, four generations of your sons will sit on the throne of Israel."

				31 Yet Jehu was not careful to follow the instruction of the Lord God of Israel with all his heart. He did not turn from the sins that Jeroboam had caused Israel to commit.

				32 In those days the Lord began to reduce the size of Israel. Hazael defeated the Israelites throughout their territory: 33 from the Jordan eastward, all the land of Gilead — the Gadites, the Reubenites, and the Manassites — from Aroer which is by the Arnon Valley through Gilead to Bashan.at

				34 Now the rest of the events of Jehu's reign, along with all his accomplishments and all his might, are written in the Historical Record of Israel's Kings.35 Jehu rested with his fathers and was buried in Samaria. His son Jehoahaz became king in his place. 36 The length of Jehu's reign over Israel in Samaria was 28 years.

				A Principle to Live By - Eternal Rewards
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				#16 We are to serve God wholeheartedly, realizing that as believers we will all appear before the judgment seat of Christ. 

				In His sovereignty, God chose Jehu to be king in Israel and to carry out His judgment on the"whole house of Ahab," particularly because of Jezebel's evil treatment of"the prophets and of all the servants of the Lord" (9:7-8). Jehu fulfilled his God-ordained task and"eliminated Baal worship from Israel." Unfortunately, Jehu"did not turn away from the sins" of Jeroboam, namely,"worshiping the gold calves that were in Bethel and Dan" (10:28-29).

				Nevertheless, God did not overlook the good that Jehu had done. The Lord promised that his sons would serve as kings in Israel for another four generations (v. 30). 

				What God did for Jehu, who lived under the old covenant, was an earthly reward. Under the new covenant the focus is on eternal rewards. The apostle Paul addressed this issue when he wrote to the Corinthians. His words are both encouraging and sobering:

				According to God's grace that was given to me, I have laid a foundation as a skilled master builder, and another builds on it. But each one must be careful how he builds on it. For no one can lay any other foundation than what has been laid down. That foundation is Jesus Christ. If anyone builds on that foundation with gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay, or straw, each one's work will become obvious, for the day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire; the fire will test the quality of each one's work. If anyone's work that he has built survives, he will receive a reward. If anyone's work is burned up, it will be lost, but he will be saved; yet it will be like an escape through fire. (1Co 3:10-15; see also 5:10.)  (Review 2 Kg #19: Eternal Rewards)

				Reflection and Response

				In view of God's grace in saving us, how should we live our Christian lives?  (See Rm #21:Christ-Centered Worship.)

				

				

	

Athaliah Usurps the Throne

				11 When Athaliah, Ahaziah's mother, saw that her son was dead, she proceeded to annihilate all the royal heirs. 2 Jehosheba, who was King Jehoram's daughter and Ahaziah's sister, secretly rescued Joash son of Ahaziah from the king's sons who were being killed and put him and the one who nursed him in a bedroom. So he was hidden from Athaliah and was not killed. 3 Joash was in hiding with Jehosheba in the Lord's temple six years while Athaliah ruled over the land.  (See 2Ch #20:A Mother's Influence.)

				

	

Athaliah Overthrown

				4 Then in the seventh year, Jehoiada sent messengers and brought in the commanders of hundreds, the Carites, and the guards. He had them come to him in the Lord's temple, where he made a covenant with them and put them under oath. He showed them the king's son 5 and commanded them,"This is what you are to do: a third of you who come on duty on the Sabbath are to provide protection for the king's palace. 6 A third are to be at the Sur gate and a third at the gate behind the guards. You are to take turns providing protection for the palace.au

				7 "Your two divisions that go off duty on the Sabbath are to provide protection for the Lord's temple. 8 You must completely surround the king with weapons in hand. Anyone who approaches the ranks is to be put to death. You must be with the king in all his daily tasks."av

				9 So the commanders of hundreds did everything Jehoiada the priest commanded. They each brought their men — those coming on duty on the Sabbath and those going off duty — and went to Jehoiada the priest. 10 The priest gave to the commanders of hundreds King David's spears and shields that were in the Lord's temple. 11 Then the guards stood with their weapons in hand surrounding the king — from the right side of the temple to the left side, by the altar and by the temple.

				12 He brought out the king's son, put the crown on him, gave him the •testimony,aw and made him king. They anointed him and clapped their hands and cried,"Long live the king!"

				13 When Athaliah heard the noise from the guard and the crowd, she went out to the people at the Lord's temple. 14 As she looked, there was the king standing by the pillar according to the custom. The commanders and the trumpeters were by the king, and all the people of the land were rejoicing and blowing trumpets. Athaliah tore her clothes and screamed"Treason! Treason!"

				15 Then Jehoiada the priest ordered the commanders of hundreds in charge of the army,"Take her out between the ranks, and put to death by the sword anyone who follows her," for the priest had said,"She is not to be put to death in the Lord's temple." 16 So they arrested her, and she went through the horse entrance to the king's palace, where she was put to death.

				

	

Jehoiada's Reforms

				17 Then Jehoiada made a covenant between the Lord, the king, and the people that they would be the Lord's people and another covenant between the king and the people. ax 18 So all the people of the land went to the temple of •Baal and tore it down. They broke its altars and images into pieces, and they killed Mattan, the priest of Baal, at the altars.

				Then Jehoiada the priest appointed guards for the Lord's temple. 19 He took the commanders of hundreds, the Carites, the guards, and all the people of the land, and they brought the king from the Lord's temple. They entered the king's palace by way of the guards' gate. Then Joash sat on the throne of the kings. 20 All the people of the land rejoiced, and the city was quiet, for they had put Athaliah to death by the sword in the king's palace.

				

	

Judah's King Joash

				21 ay Joash was seven years old when he became king.

				121 In the seventh year of Jehu, Joash became king and reigned 40 years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Zibiah, who was from Beer-sheba.2 Throughout the time Jehoiada the priest instructed him, Joash did what was right in the Lord's sight.3 Yet the •high places were not taken away; the people continued sacrificing and burning incense on the high places.

				

	

Repairing the Temple

				4 Then Joash said to the priests,"All the dedicated money brought to the Lord's temple, census money, money from vows, and all money voluntarily given for the Lord's temple, 5 each priest is to take from his assessoraz and repair whatever damage to the temple is found."ba

				6 But by the twenty-third year of the reign of King Joash, the priests had not repaired the damagebb to the temple. 7 So King Joash called Jehoiada the priest and the other priests and said,"Why haven't you repaired the temple's damage? Since you haven't, don't take any money from your assessors; instead, hand it over for the repair of the temple." 8 So the priests agreed they would not take money from the people and they would not repair the temple's damage.

				9 Then Jehoiada the priest took a chest, bored a hole in its lid, and set it beside the altar on the right side as one enters the Lord's temple; in it the priests who guarded the threshold put all the money brought into the Lord's temple. 10 Whenever they saw there was a large amount of money in the chest, the king's secretary and the high priest would go to the Lord's temple and count the money found there and tie it up in bags. 11 Then they would put the counted money into the hands of those doing the work — those who oversaw the Lord's temple. They in turn would pay it out to those working on the Lord's temple — the carpenters, the builders, 12 the masons, and the stonecutters — and would use it to buy timber and quarried stone to repair the damage to the Lord's temple and for all spending for temple repairs.  (See 2Ch #21: Joyful Giving.)

				13 However, no silver bowls, wick trimmers, sprinkling basins, trumpets, or any articles of gold or silver were made for the Lord's temple from the money brought into the temple. 14 Instead, it was given to those doing the work, and they repaired the Lord's temple with it. 15 No accounting was required from the men who received the money to pay those doing the work, since they worked with integrity. 16 The money from the •restitution offering and the •sin offering was not brought to the Lord's temple since it belonged to the priests.

				

	

Aramean Invasion of Judah

				17 At that time Hazael king of Aram marched up and fought against Gath and captured it. Then he planned to attack Jerusalem. 18 So King Joash of Judah took all the consecrated items that his ancestors — Judah's kings Jehoshaphat, Jehoram, and Ahaziah — had consecrated, along with his own consecrated items and all the gold found in the treasuries of the Lord's temple and in the king's palace, and he sent them to Hazael king of Aram. Then Hazael withdrew from Jerusalem.

				

	

Joash Assassinated

				19 The rest of the events of Joash's reign, along with all his accomplishments, are written in the Historical Record of Judah's Kings.20 Joash's servants conspired against him and killed him at Beth-millo on the road that goes down to Silla. 21 His servants Jozabad bc son of Shimeath and Jehozabad son of Shomer struck him down, and he died. Then they buried him with his fathers in the city of David, and his son Amaziah became king in his place.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Finishing Well
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				#17 To finish our spiritual journey well, we should maintain proper relationships with mature Christians who will help us keep our focus on the Lord Jesus Christ.

				When Joash's wicked grandmother, Athaliah, set out"to annihilate all the royal heirs," his aunt Jehosheba hid him away for six years so he could eventually become king of Judah (11:2), which he did when he was seven years old. Jehoiada the priest became Joash's mentor, and as long as he listened and learned, he"did what was right in the Lord's sight" (12:2). However, when Jehoiada died, Joash began to listen to the rulers of Judah, who came and"paid homage" to him (2Ch 24:17). Swayed by his own pride, he departed from the Lord's ways. Tragically, we read in 2 Chronicles,

				King Joash didn't remember the kindness that Zechariah's father Jehoiada had extended to him, but killed his son. (2Ch 24:22a) 

				After such a great start, Joash departed from the Lord and was eventually killed for his own murderous activities. Though he was buried"in the city of David," he was not buried"in the tombs of the kings" (2Ch 24:25). 

				As we grow older, any one of us can depart from the Lord's will. We can listen to the wrong people. We can allow pride to influence our decisions. We can even forget those who impacted our lives for good. This is why we must always maintain a teachable spirit and make ourselves accountable to godly advisers. 

				God instituted a plan to enable us to finish our spiritual journey well. To grow and mature throughout our Christian lives, we are to respect and trust godly leaders:

				Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account, so that they can do this with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you. (Heb 13:17; see also 1Pt 5:5.)  (See Heb #23:Following Godly Leaders.)

				Reflection and Response

				As we grow older, even as Christians who have walked in God's will, what are some of the reasons we can grow cold and calloused in our spiritual lives?

				

				

	

Israel's King Jehoahaz

				13 In the twenty-third year of Judah's King Joash son of Ahaziah, Jehoahaz son of Jehu became king over Israel in Samaria and reigned 17 years. 2 He did what was evil in the Lord's sight and followed the sins that Jeroboam son of Nebat had caused Israel to commit; he did not turn away from them. 3 So the Lord's anger burned against Israel, and He surrendered them to the power of Hazael king of Aram and his son Ben-hadad during their reigns.

				4 Then Jehoahaz sought the Lord's favor, and the Lord heard him, for He saw the oppression the king of Aram inflicted on Israel. 5 Therefore, the Lord gave Israel a deliverer, and they escaped from the power of the Arameans. Then the people of Israel dwelt in their tents as before, 6 but they didn't turn away from the sins that the house of Jeroboam had caused Israel to commit. Jehoahaz walked in them, and the •Asherah pole also remained standing in Samaria. 7 Jehoahaz did not have an army left, except for 50 horsemen, 10 chariots, and 10,000 foot soldiers, because the king of Aram had destroyed them, making them like dust at threshing.

				8 The rest of the events of Jehoahaz's reign, along with all his accomplishments and his might, are written in the Historical Record of Israel's Kings. 9 Jehoahaz rested with his fathers, and he was buried in Samaria. His son Jehoashbd became king in his place.

				

	

Israel's King Jehoash

				10 In the thirty-seventh year of Judah's King Joash, Jehoash son of Jehoahaz became king over Israel in Samaria and reigned 16 years. 11 He did what was evil in the Lord's sight. He did not turn away from all the sins that Jeroboam son of Nebat had caused Israel to commit, but he walked in them.

				12 The rest of the events of Jehoash's reign, along with all his accomplishments and the power he had to wage war against Judah's King Amaziah, are written in the Historical Record of Israel's Kings. 13 Jehoash rested with his fathers, and Jeroboam sat on his throne. Jehoash was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel.

				

	

Elisha's Death

				14 When Elisha became sick with the illness that he died from, Jehoash king of Israel went down and wept over him and said,"My father, my father, the chariots and horsemen of Israel!"

				15 Elisha responded,"Take a bow and arrows." So he got a bow and arrows. 16 Then Elisha said to the king of Israel,"Put your hand on the bow." So the king put his hand on it, and Elisha put his hands on the king's hands. 17 Elisha said,"Open the east window." So he opened it. Elisha said,"Shoot!" So he shot. Then Elisha said,"The Lord's arrow of victory, yes, the arrow of victory over Aram. You are to strike down the Arameans in Aphek until you have put an end to them."

				18 Then Elisha said,"Take the arrows!" So he took them. Then Elisha said to the king of Israel,"Strike the ground!" So he struck the ground three times and stopped. 19 The man of God was angry with him and said,"You should have struck the ground five or six times. Then you would have struck down Aram until you had put an end to them, but now you will only strike down Aram three times." 20 Then Elisha died and was buried.

				Now Moabite raiders used to come into the land in the spring of the year. 21 Once, as the Israelites were burying a man, suddenly they saw a raiding party, so they threw the man into Elisha's tomb. When he touched Elisha's bones, the man revived and stood up!

				

	

God's Mercy on Israel

				22 Hazael king of Aram oppressed Israel throughout the reign of Jehoahaz, 23 but the Lord was gracious to them, had compassion on them, and turned toward them because of His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He was not willing to destroy them. Even now He has not banished them from His presence.

				24 King Hazael of Aram died, and his son Ben-hadad became king in his place. 25 Then Jehoash son of Jehoahaz took back from Ben-hadad son of Hazael the cities that Hazael had taken in war from Jehoash's father Jehoahaz. Jehoash defeated Ben-hadad three times and recovered the cities of Israel.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Redemptive Plan
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				#18 When we present the gospel message, we should remember we are participating in a great redemptive plan that was in the mind of God before He created the world. 

				In spite of the evil deeds of the kings of Israel, God had compassion on His people because of His unconditional covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (v. 23). In His sovereign grace, God did not allow Israel's enemies to destroy them completely. The children of Israel will indeed inherit the land as God promised Abraham (Gn 12:1; 15:18-21; 17:7-8).

				Earlier, God reiterated this promise regarding Judah, although the reason is related to God's eternal promise to David (2Kg 8:19). Thus God's unconditional promise includes both Judah and Israel (Ezk 37:22).  (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				God's sovereign plan is still on schedule today. In spite of our materialism, idolatry, and immorality, the blessing in the Abrahamic covenant promised to"all the peoples on earth" (Gn 12:3) is still available to those who receive the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior. The apostle Peter underscored this great truth:

				Dear friends, don't let this one thing escape you: With the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. The Lord does not delay His promise, as some understand delay, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance. (2Pt 3:8-9)  (See 2Pt #5:Looking for Christ's Return.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we maintain our passion to share the message of redemption with all people even though we believe God is sovereign in terms of salvation? (See Eph 1:3-6; 2:8-10.)  (See Rm #19:Human Responsibility.)

				

				

	

Judah's King Amaziah

				14 In the second year of Israel's King Jehoashbe son of Jehoahaz,bf Amaziah son of Joash became king of Judah. 2 He was 25 years old when he became king and reigned 29 years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Jehoaddan bg and was from Jerusalem. 3 He did what was right in the Lord's sight, but not like his ancestor David. He did everything his father Joash had done.4 Yet the •high places were not taken away, and the people continued sacrificing and burning incense on the high places.

				5 As soon as the kingdom was firmly in his grasp, Amaziah killed his servants who had murdered his father the king. 6 However, he did not put the children of the murderers to death, as it is written in the book of the law of Moses where the Lord commanded,"Fathers must not be put to death because of children, and children must not be put to death because of fathers; instead, each one will be put to death for his own sin."

				7 Amaziah killed 10,000 Edomites in the Valley of Salt. He took Sela in battle and called it Joktheel, which is its name to this very day. 8 Amaziah then sent messengers to Jehoash son of Jehoahaz, son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying,"Come, let us meet face to face."

				9 King Jehoash of Israel sent word to Amaziah king of Judah, saying,"The thistle that was in Lebanon once sent a message to the cedar that was in Lebanon, saying, 'Give your daughter to my son as a wife.' Then a wild animal that was in Lebanon passed by and trampled the thistle. 10 You have indeed defeated Edom, and you have become overconfident. Enjoy your glory and stay at home. Why should you stir up such trouble that you fall — you and Judah with you?"

				11 But Amaziah would not listen, so King Jehoash of Israel advanced. He and King Amaziah of Judah faced off at Beth-shemesh that belongs to Judah. 12 Judah was routed before Israel, and everyone fled to his own tent. 13 King Jehoash of Israel captured Judah's King Amaziah son of Joash,bh son of Ahaziah, at Beth-shemesh. Then Jehoash went to Jerusalem and broke down 200 yardsbi of Jerusalem's wall from the Ephraim Gate to the Corner Gate. 14 He took all the gold and silver, all the articles found in the Lord's temple and in the treasuries of the king's palace, and some hostages. Then he returned to Samaria.

				

	

Jehoash's Death

				15 The rest of the events of Jehoash's reign, along with his accomplishments, his might, and how he waged war against Amaziah king of Judah, are written in the Historical Record of Israel's Kings. 16 Jehoash rested with his fathers, and he was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel. His son Jeroboam became king in his place.

				

	

Amaziah's Death

				17 Judah's King Amaziah son of Joash lived 15 years after the death of Israel's King Jehoash son of Jehoahaz. 18 The rest of the events of Amaziah's reign are written in the Historical Record of Judah's Kings. 19 A conspiracy was formed against him in Jerusalem, and he fled to Lachish. However, men were sent after him to Lachish, and they put him to death there. 20 They carried him back on horses, and he was buried in Jerusalem with his fathers in the city of David. (See 2Ch #22:Wholehearted Motivation.)

				21 Then all the people of Judah took Azariah, who was 16 years old, and made him king in place of his father Amaziah. 22 He rebuilt Elath and restored it to Judah after Amaziah the king rested with his fathers.

				

	

Israel's King Jeroboam

				23 In the fifteenth year of Judah's King Amaziah son of Joash, Jeroboam son of Jehoashbj became king of Israel in Samaria and reigned 41 years. 24 He did what was evil in the Lord's sight. He did not turn away from all the sins Jeroboam son of Nebat had caused Israel to commit.

				25 He restored Israel's border from Lebo-hamath as far as the Sea of the •Arabah, according to the word the Lord, the God of Israel, had spoken through His servant, the prophet Jonah son of Amittai from Gath-hepher. 26 For the Lord saw that the affliction of Israel was very bitter. There was no one to help Israel, neither bond nor free. 27 However, the Lord had not said He would blot out the name of Israel under heaven, so He delivered them by the hand of Jeroboam son of Jehoash.bk

				28 The rest of the events of Jeroboam's reign — along with all his accomplishments, the power he had to wage war, and how he recovered for Israel Damascus and Hamath, which had belonged to Judahbl — are written in the Historical Record of Israel's Kings. 29 Jeroboam rested with his fathers, the kings of Israel. His son Zechariah became king in his place.

				

	

Judah's King Azariah

				15 In the twenty-seventh year of Israel's King Jeroboam, Azariah son of Amaziah became king of Judah.2 He was 16 years old when he became king and reigned 52 years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Jecoliah, who was from Jerusalem. 3 Azariah did what was right in the Lord's sight just as his father Amaziah had done. 4 Yet the •high places were not taken away; the people continued sacrificing and burning incense on the high places.

				5 The Lord afflicted the king, and he had a serious skin disease until the day of his death. He lived in a separate house,bm while Jotham, the king's son, was over the household governing the people of the land.

				6 The rest of the events of Azariah's reign, along with all his accomplishments, are written in the Historical Record of Judah's Kings. 7 Azariah rested with his fathers and was buried with his fathers in the city of David. His son Jotham became king in his place.

				

	

Israel's King Zechariah

				8 In the thirty-eighth year of Judah's King Azariah, Zechariah son of Jeroboam became king over Israel in Samaria for six months. 9 He did what was evil in the Lord's sight as his fathers had done. He did not turn away from the sins Jeroboam son of Nebat had caused Israel to commit.

				10 Shallum son of Jabesh conspired against Zechariah. He struck him down publicly, bn killed him, and became king in his place. 11 As for the rest of the events of Zechariah's reign, they are written in the Historical Record of Israel's Kings. 12 The word of the Lord that He spoke to Jehu was,"Four generations of your sons will sit on the throne of Israel," and it was so.

				

	

Israel's King Shallum

				13 In the thirty-ninth year of Judah's King Uzziah, Shallum son of Jabesh became king; he reigned in Samaria a full month. 14 Then Menahem son of Gadi came up from Tirzah to Samaria and struck down Shallum son of Jabesh there. He killed him and became king in his place. 15 As for the rest of the events of Shallum's reign, along with the conspiracy that he formed, they are written in the Historical Record of Israel's Kings.

				

	

Israel's King Menahem

				16 At that time, starting from Tirzah, Menahem attacked Tiphsah, all who were in it, and its territory. Because they wouldn't surrender, he attacked it and ripped open all the pregnant women.

				17 In the thirty-ninth year of Judah's King Azariah, Menahem son of Gadi became king over Israel and reigned 10 years in Samaria. 18 He did what was evil in the Lord's sight. Throughout his reign, he did not turn away from the sins Jeroboam son of Nebat had caused Israel to commit.

				19 Pul king of Assyria invaded the land, so Menahem gave Pul 75,000 poundsbo of silver so that Pul would support him to strengthen his grip on the kingdom. 20 Then Menahem exacted 20 ouncesbp of silver from each of the wealthy men of Israel to give to the king of Assyria. So the king of Assyria withdrew and did not stay there in the land.

				21 The rest of the events of Menahem's reign, along with all his accomplishments, are written in the Historical Record of Israel's Kings. 22 Menahem rested with his fathers, and his son Pekahiah became king in his place.

				

	

Israel's King Pekahiah

				23 In the fiftieth year of Judah's King Azariah, Pekahiah son of Menahem became king over Israel in Samaria and reigned two years. 24 He did what was evil in the Lord's sight and did not turn away from the sins Jeroboam son of Nebat had caused Israel to commit.

				25 Then his officer, Pekah son of Remaliah, conspired against him and struck him down in Samaria at the citadel of the king's palace — as well as Argob and Arieh.bq There were 50 Gileadite men with Pekah. He killed Pekahiah and became king in his place.

				26 As for the rest of the events of Pekahiah's reign, along with all his accomplishments, they are written in the Historical Record of Israel's Kings.

				

	

Israel's King Pekah

				27 In the fifty-second year of Judah's King Azariah, Pekah son of Remaliah became king over Israel in Samaria and reigned 20 years. 28 He did what was evil in the Lord's sight. He did not turn away from the sins Jeroboam son of Nebat had caused Israel to commit.

				29 In the days of Pekah king of Israel, Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria came and captured Ijon, Abel-beth-maacah, Janoah, Kedesh, Hazor, Gilead, and Galilee — all the land of Naphtali — and deported the people to Assyria.

				30 Then Hoshea son of Elah organized a conspiracy against Pekah son of Remaliah. He attacked him, killed him, and became king in his place in the twentieth year of Jotham son of Uzziah.

				31 As for the rest of the events of Pekah's reign, along with all his accomplishments, they are written in the Historical Record of Israel's Kings.

				

	

Judah's King Jotham

				32 In the second year of Israel's King Pekah son of Remaliah, Jotham son of Uzziah became king of Judah. 33 He was 25 years old when he became king and reigned 16 years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Jerusha daughter of Zadok. 34 He did what was right in the Lord's sight just as his father Uzziah had done.35 Yet the high places were not taken away; the people continued sacrificing and burning incense on the high places.

				Jotham built the Upper Gate of the Lord's temple. 36 The rest of the events of Jotham's reign, along with all his accomplishments, they are written in the Historical Record of Judah's Kings. 37 In those days the Lord began sending Rezin king of Aram and Pekah son of Remaliah against Judah. 38 Jotham rested with his fathers and was buried with his fathers in the city of his ancestor David. His son Ahaz became king in his place.

				

	

Judah's King Ahaz

				16 In the seventeenth year of Pekah son of Remaliah, Ahaz son of Jotham became king of Judah. 2 Ahaz was 20 years old when he became king and reigned 16 years in Jerusalem. He did not do what was right in the sight of the Lord his God like his ancestor David3 but walked in the way of the kings of Israel. He even made his son pass through the fire, imitating the detestable practices of the nations the Lord had dispossessed before the Israelites.4 He sacrificed and burned incense on the •high places, on the hills, and under every green tree.

				5 Then Aram's King Rezin and Israel's King Pekah son of Remaliah came to wage war against Jerusalem. They besieged Ahaz but were not able to conquer him. 6 At that time Rezin king of Aram recovered Elath for Aram and expelled the Judahites from Elath. Then the Arameans came to Elath, and they live there until today.

				7 So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, saying,"I am your servant and your son. March up and save me from the power of the king of Aram and of the king of Israel, who are rising up against me." 8 Ahaz also took the silver and gold found in the Lord's temple and in the treasuries of the king's palace and sent them to the king of Assyria as a gift. 9 So the king of Assyria listened to him and marched up to Damascus and captured it. He deported its people to Kir but put Rezin to death.

				

	

Ahaz's Idolatry

				10 King Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria. When he saw the altar that was in Damascus, King Ahaz sent a model of the altar and complete plans for its construction to Uriah the priest. 11 Uriah built the altar according to all the instructions King Ahaz sent from Damascus. Therefore, by the time King Ahaz came back from Damascus, Uriah the priest had completed it. 12 When the king came back from Damascus, he saw the altar. Then he approached the altar and ascended it. 13 He offered his •burnt offering and his •grain offering, poured out his drink offering, and sprinkled the blood of his •fellowship offerings on the altar. 14 He took the bronze altar that was before the Lord in front of the temple between his altar and the Lord's temple, and put it on the north side of his altar.

				15 Then King Ahaz commanded Uriah the priest,"Offer on the great altar the morning burnt offering, the evening grain offering, and the king's burnt offering and his grain offering. Also offer the burnt offering of all the people of the land, their grain offering, and their drink offerings. Sprinkle on the altar all the blood of the burnt offering and all the blood of sacrifice. The bronze altar will be for me to seek guidance."br 16 Uriah the priest did everything King Ahaz commanded.

				17 Then King Ahaz cut off the frames of the water cartsbs and removed the bronze basin from each of them. He took the reservoirbt from the bronze oxen that were under it and put it on a stone pavement. 18 To satisfy the king of Assyria, he removed from the Lord's temple the Sabbath canopy they had built in the palace, and he closed the outer entrance for the king.

				

	

Ahaz's Death

				19 The rest of the events of Ahaz's reign, along with his accomplishments, are written in the Historical Record of Judah's Kings. 20 Ahaz rested with his fathers and was buried with his fathers in the city of David, and his son Hezekiah became king in his place.  (See 2Ch #25:Spiritual and Mental Deterioration.)

				

	

Israel's King Hoshea

				17 In the twelfth year of Judah's King Ahaz, Hoshea son of Elah became king over Israel in Samaria and reigned nine years. 2 He did what was evil in the Lord's sight, but not like the kings of Israel who preceded him.

				3 Shalmaneser king of Assyria attacked him, and Hoshea became his vassal and paid him tribute money. 4 But the king of Assyria discovered Hoshea's conspiracy. He had sent envoys to So king of Egypt and had not paid tribute money to the king of Assyria as in previous years.bu Therefore the king of Assyria arrested him and put him in prison. 5 Then the king of Assyria invaded the whole land, marched up to Samaria, and besieged it for three years.

				

	

The Fall of Samaria

				6 In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured Samaria. He deported the Israelites to Assyria and settled them in Halah and by the Habor, Gozan's river, and in the cities of the Medes.

				

	

Why Israel Fell

				7 This disaster happened because the people of Israel had sinned against the Lord their God who had brought them out of the land of Egypt from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt and because they had worshipedbv other gods. 8 They had lived according to the customs of the nations that the Lord had dispossessed before the Israelites and the customs the kings of Israel had introduced. 9 The Israelites secretly did what was not rightbw against the Lord their God. They built •high places in all their towns from watchtower to fortified city. 10 They set up for themselves sacred pillars and •Asherah poles on every high hill and under every green tree. 11 They burned incense on all the high places just like those nations that the Lord had driven out before them. They did evil things, provoking the Lord. 12 They served idols, although the Lord had told them,"You must not do this." 13 Still, the Lord warned Israel and Judah through every prophet and every seer, saying,"Turn from your evil ways and keep My commands and statutes according to all the law I commanded your ancestors and sent to you through My servants the prophets."

				14 But they would not listen. Instead they became obstinate likebx their ancestors who did not believe the Lord their God. 15 They rejected His statutes and His covenant He had made with their ancestors and the decrees He had given them. They pursued worthless idols and became worthless themselves, following the surrounding nations the Lord had commanded them not to imitate.

				16 They abandoned all the commands of the Lord their God. They made cast images for themselves, two calves, and an Asherah pole. They worshiped the whole heavenly •host and served •Baal. 17 They made their sons and daughters pass through the fire and practiced •divination and interpreted omens. They devoted themselves to do what was evil in the Lord's sight and provoked Him.

				18 Therefore, the Lord was very angry with Israel, and He removed them from His presence. Only the tribe of Judah remained. 19 Even Judah did not keep the commands of the Lord their God but lived according to the customs Israel had introduced. 20 So the Lord rejected all the descendants of Israel, afflicted them, and handed them over to plunderers until He had banished them from His presence.

				

	

Summary of Israel's History

				21 When the Lord tore Israel from the house of David, Israel made Jeroboam son of Nebat king. Then Jeroboam led Israel away from following the Lord and caused them to commit great sin. 22 The Israelites persisted in all the sins that Jeroboam committed and did not turn away from them.23 Finally, the Lord removed Israel from His presence just as He had declared through all His servants the prophets. So Israel has been exiled to Assyria from their homeland until today.

				A Principle to Live By - Eternal Rewards

				[image: Getz0387.png]

				#19 Though our salvation is secure in Christ, we must understand that our eternal rewards will be based on our obedience.

				The land promised in the Abrahamic covenant is ultimately unconditional. However, the promise is also conditional, based on obedience. When the children of Israel continued to fall back into idolatry and immorality, they eventually were taken into captivity by the Assyrians. Later, Judah suffered the same fate by the Babylonians. Nevertheless, there will come a time when the children of Israel will have new hearts and serve God and His Son—Jesus the Messiah—when He is seated on David's throne in Jerusalem.  (See Jr #34:The New Covenant.)

				There is a basic parallel between God's promises to His old covenant people and His promises to those of us who live under the new covenant. True believers will never be separated from God's love in Jesus Christ (Rm 8:38-39), but we will be disciplined by our heavenly Father if we live in continual disobedience (Heb 12:5-6). So our position in Christ is unconditional. We have been sealed by the Holy Spirit (Eph 1:13-14). However, our eternal rewards in heaven are conditional. They will be given only to believers who live faithful Christian lives.  (See 1Co #8:The True Foundation.)

				Reflection and Response

				As new covenant people who are born again by the Holy Spirit, what should motivate us to reflect continually the fruit of the Holy Spirit?  (See Ti #6:Motivated by God's Grace.)

				

				

	

Foreign Refugees in Israel

				24 Then the king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Avva, Hamath, and Sepharvaim and settled them in place of the Israelites in the cities of Samaria. The settlers took possession of Samaria and lived in its cities. 25 When they first lived there, they did not •fear •Yahweh. So the Lord sent lions among them, which killed some of them. 26 The settlers spoke to the king of Assyria, saying,"The nations that you have deported and placed in the cities of Samaria do not know the requirements of the God of the land. Therefore He has sent lions among them that are killing them because the people don't know the requirements of the God of the land."

				27 Then the king of Assyria issued a command:"Send back one of the priests you deported. Have him go and live there so he can teach them the requirements of the God of the land." 28 So one of the priests they had deported came and lived in Bethel, and he began to teach them how they should fear Yahweh.

				29 But the people of each nation were still making their own gods in the cities where they lived and putting them in the shrines of the high places that the people of Samaria had made. 30 The men of Babylon made Succoth-benoth, the men of Cuth made Nergal, the men of Hamath made Ashima, 31 the Avvites made Nibhaz and Tartak, and the Sepharvites burned their children in the fire to Adrammelech and Anammelech, the gods of the Sepharvaim. 32 They feared the Lord, but they also appointed from their number priests to serve them in the shrines of the high places. 33 They feared the Lord, but they also worshiped their own gods according to the custom of the nations where they had been deported from.

				34 They are still practicing the former customs to this day. None of them fear the Lord or observe their statutes and ordinances, the law and commandments the Lord commanded the descendants of Jacob. He had renamed him Israel. 35 The Lord made a covenant with them and commanded them,"Do not fear other gods; do not bow down to them; do not serve them; do not sacrifice to them. 36 Instead fear the Lord, who brought you from the land of Egypt with great power and an outstretched arm. You are to bow down to Him, and you are to sacrifice to Him. 37 You are to be careful always to observe the statutes, the ordinances, the law, and the commandments He wrote for you; do not fear other gods. 38 Do not forget the covenant that I have made with you. Do not fear other gods, 39 but fear the Lord your God, and He will deliver you from the hand of all your enemies."

				40 However, they would not listen but continued practicing their former customs. 41 These nations feared the Lord but also served their idols. Their children and grandchildren continue doing as their fathers did until today.

				

	

Judah's King Hezekiah

				18 In the third year of Israel's King Hoshea son of Elah, Hezekiah son of Ahaz became king of Judah. 2 He was 25 years old when he became king and reigned 29 years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Abi daughter of Zechariah. 3 He did what was right in the Lord's sight just as his ancestor David had done.4 He removed the •high places, shattered the sacred pillars, and cut down the •Asherah poles. He broke into pieces the bronze snake that Moses made, for the Israelites burned incense to it up to that time. He called it Nehushtan.

				5 Hezekiah trusted in the Lord God of Israel; not one of the kings of Judah was like him, either before him or after him.6 He remained faithful to •Yahweh and did not turn from following Him but kept the commands the Lord had commanded Moses.

				7 The Lord was with him, and wherever he went he prospered. He rebelled against the king of Assyria and did not serve him. 8 He defeated the Philistines as far as Gaza and its borders, from watchtower to fortified city.

				

	

Review of Israel's Fall

				9 In the fourth year of King Hezekiah, which was the seventh year of Israel's King Hoshea son of Elah, Shalmaneser king of Assyria marched against Samaria and besieged it. 10 The Assyrians captured it at the end of three years. In the sixth year of Hezekiah, which was the ninth year of Israel's King Hoshea, Samaria was captured. 11 The king of Assyria deported the Israelites to Assyria and put them in Halah and by the Habor, Gozan's river, and in the cities of the Medes, 12 because they did not listen to the voice of the Lord their God but violated His covenant — all He had commanded Moses the servant of the Lord. They did not listen, and they did not obey.

				

	

Sennacherib's Invasion

				13 In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria attacked all the fortified cities of Judah and captured them. 14 So Hezekiah king of Judah sent word to the king of Assyria at Lachish, saying,"I have done wrong; withdraw from me. Whatever you demand from me, I will pay." The king of Assyria demanded 11 tonsby of silver and one tonbz of gold from King Hezekiah of Judah. 15 So Hezekiah gave him all the silver found in the Lord's temple and in the treasuries of the king's palace.

				16 At that time Hezekiah stripped the gold from the doors of the Lord's sanctuary and from the doorposts he had overlaid and gave it to the king of Assyria.

				17 Then the king of Assyria sent the Tartan, the Rab-saris, and the •Rabshakeh, along with a massive army, from Lachish to King Hezekiah at Jerusalem. They advanced and came to Jerusalem, and ca they took their position by the aqueduct of the upper pool, which is by the highway to the Fuller's Field. 18 Then they called for the king, but Eliakim son of Hilkiah, who was in charge of the palace, Shebnah the court secretary, and Joah son of Asaph, the court historian, came out to them.

				

	

The Rabshakeh's Speech

				19 Then the Rabshakeh said to them,"Tell Hezekiah this is what the great king, the king of Assyria, says: 'What are you relying on?cb 20 You think mere words are strategy and strength for war. What are you now relying on so that you have rebelled against me? 21 Look, you are now trusting in Egypt, that splintered reed of a staff that will enter and pierce the hand of anyone who leans on it. This is how Pharaoh king of Egypt is to all who trust in him. 22 Suppose you say to me: We trust in the Lord our God. Isn't He the One whose high places and altars Hezekiah has removed, saying to Judah and to Jerusalem: You must worship at this altar in Jerusalem? '

				23 "So now make a bargain with my master the king of Assyria. I'll give you 2,000 horses if you're able to supply riders for them! 24 How then can you drive back a single officer among the least of my master's servants and trust in Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? 25 Have I attacked this place to destroy it without the Lord's approval? The Lord said to me, 'Attack this land and destroy it.'"

				26 Then Eliakim son of Hilkiah, Shebnah, and Joah said to the Rabshakeh,"Please speak to your servants in Aramaic, since we understand it. Don't speak with us in Hebrewcc within earshot of the people on the wall."

				27 But the Rabshakeh said to them,"Has my master sent me only to your master and to you to speak these words? Hasn't he also sent me to the men who sit on the wall, destined with you to eat their own excrement and drink their own urine?"

				28 The Rabshakeh stood and called out loudly in Hebrew.cd Then he spoke:"Hear the word of the great king, the king of Assyria. 29 This is what the king says: 'Don't let Hezekiah deceive you; he can't deliver you from my hand. 30 Don't let Hezekiah persuade you to trust in the Lord by saying: Certainly the Lord will deliver us! This city will not be handed over to the king of Assyria.'

				31 "Don't listen to Hezekiah, for this is what the king of Assyria says: 'Make peacece with me and surrender to me. Then every one of you may eat from his own vine and his own fig tree, and every one may drink water from his own cistern 32 until I come and take you away to a land like your own land — a land of grain and new wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of olive trees and honey — so that you may live and not die. But don't listen to Hezekiah when he misleads you, saying: The Lord will deliver us. 33 Has any of the gods of the nations ever delivered his land from the power of the king of Assyria? 34 Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivvah? cf Have they delivered Samaria from my hand? 35 Who among all the gods of the lands has delivered his land from my power? So will the Lord deliver Jerusalem? '"

				36 But the people kept silent; they didn't say anything, for the king's command was,"Don't answer him." 37 Then Eliakim son of Hilkiah, who was in charge of the palace, Shebna the court secretary, and Joah son of Asaph, the court historian, came to Hezekiah with their clothes torn and reported to him the words of the Rabshakeh.

				A Principle to Live By - Walking Worthy

				[image: Getz0388.png]

				#20 No matter how sinful the environment in which we live, we are to trust God to provide the inner resources to walk worthy of our calling in Jesus Christ.

				Hezekiah stands out as one of the noble and godly kings in Judah. Several of his forefathers—Joash, Amaziah, Azariah, and Jotham—"did what was right in the Lord's sight," but under their kingship"the high places were not taken away" (12:1-3; 14:1-4; 15:1-4, 32-35). As with Solomon, they opened the door to continued idolatry and immorality among God's people. Not so with Hezekiah!"He removed the high places, shattered the sacred pillars, and cut down the Asherah poles" (18:4a).  (See 2Ch #26:Diligent Service.)

				No matter how dark the world becomes, God wants all of us to"put on the full armor of God" so we can always reflect His righteousness (see Eph 6:10-17). Paul both warned and exhorted us:

				For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light—for the fruit of the light results in all goodness, righteousness, and truth—discerning what is pleasing to the Lord. Don't participate in the fruitless works of darkness, but instead expose them. (Eph 5:8-11)  (See Eph #12:Walking in the Light.)

				Reflection and Response

				When we want to do what is right in the Lord's sight, what resources do we have that Hezekiah did not?  (See Jn #29:The Spirit of Truth.)

				

				

	

Hezekiah Seeks Isaiah's Counsel

				19 When King Hezekiah heard their report, he tore his clothes, covered himself with •sackcloth, and went into the Lord's temple.2 Then he sent Eliakim, who was in charge of the palace, Shebna the court secretary, and the leading priests, who were wearing sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz. 3 They said to him,"This is what Hezekiah says: 'Today is a day of distress, rebuke, and disgrace, for children have come to the point of birth, but there is no strength to deliver them. 4 Perhaps •Yahweh your God will hear all the words of the •Rabshakeh, whom his master the king of Assyria sent to mock the living God, and will rebuke him for the words that Yahweh your God has heard. Therefore, offer a prayer for the surviving remnant.'"

				5 So the servants of King Hezekiah went to Isaiah, 6 who said to them,"Tell your master this, 'The Lord says: Don't be afraid because of the words you have heard, that the king of Assyria's attendants have blasphemed Me with. 7 I am about to put a spirit in him, and he will hear a rumor and return to his own land where I will cause him to fall by the sword.'"

				

	

Sennacherib's Departing Threat

				8 When the Rabshakeh heard that the king of Assyria had left Lachish, he returned and found him fighting against Libnah. 9 The king had heard this about Tirhakah king of •Cush:"Look, he has set out to fight against you." So he again sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying, 10 "Say this to Hezekiah king of Judah: 'Don't let your God, whom you trust, deceive you by promising that Jerusalem will not be handed over to the king of Assyria. 11 Look, you have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all the countries: they •completely destroyed them. Will you be rescued? 12 Did the gods of the nations that my predecessors destroyed rescue them — nations such as Gozan, Haran, Rezeph, and the Edenites in Telassar? 13 Where is the king of Hamath, the king of Arpad, the king of the city of Sepharvaim, Hena, or Ivvah? '"

				

	

Hezekiah's Prayer

				14 Hezekiah took the letter from the hand of the messengers, read it, then went up to the Lord's temple, and spread it out before the Lord.15 Then Hezekiah prayed before the Lord:

				

				Lord God of Israel who is enthroned above the •cherubim, You are God — You alone — of all the kingdoms of the earth. You made the heavens and the earth.16 Listen closely, Lord, and hear; open Your eyes, Lord, and see. Hear the words that Sennacherib has sent to mock the living God.17 Lord, it is true that the kings of Assyria have devastated the nations and their lands.18 They have thrown their gods into the fire, for they were not gods but made by human hands — wood and stone. So they have destroyed them. 19 Now, Lord our God, please save us from his hand so that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that You are the Lord God — You alone.

				

	

God's Answer through Isaiah

				20 Then Isaiah son of Amoz sent a message to Hezekiah:"The Lord, the God of Israel says: 'I have heard your prayer to Me about Sennacherib king of Assyria.' 21 This is the word the Lord has spoken against him:

				

				Virgin Daughter •Zion

				despises you and scorns you:

				Daughter Jerusalem

				shakes her head behind your back.cg

				22 Who is it you mocked and blasphemed?

				Against whom have you raised your voice

				and lifted your eyes in pride?

				Against the Holy One of Israel!

				23 You have mocked the Lord ch throughci 
your messengers.

				You have said:

				

				With my many chariots

				I have gone up to the heights of the mountains,

				to the far recesses of Lebanon.

				I cut down its tallest cedars,

				its choice cypress trees.

				I came to its farthest outpost,

				its densest forest.

				24 I dug wells,

				and I drank foreign waters.

				I dried up all the streams of Egypt

				with the soles of my feet.

				

				25 Have you not heard?

				I designed it long ago;

				I planned it in days gone by.

				I have now brought it to pass,

				and you have crushed fortified cities

				into piles of rubble.

				26 Their inhabitants have become powerless,

				dismayed, and ashamed.

				They are plants of the field,

				tender grass,

				grass on the rooftops,

				blasted by the east wind. cj

				

				27 But I know your sitting down, ck

				your going out and your coming in,

				and your raging against Me.

				28 Because your raging against Me

				and your arrogance have reached My ears,

				I will put My hook in your nose

				and My bit in your mouth;

				I will make you go back

				the way you came.

				

				29 "This will be the sign for you: This year you will eat what grows on its own, and in the second year what grows from that. But in the third year sow and reap, plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 30 The surviving remnant of the house of Israel will again take root downward and bear fruit upward. 31 For a remnant will go out from Jerusalem and survivors, from Mount Zion. The zeal of the Lord of •Hosts will accomplish this.

				

				32 Therefore, this is what the Lord says about the king of Assyria:

				He will not enter this city

				or shoot an arrow there

				or come before it with a shield

				or build up an assault ramp against it.

				33 He will go back

				on the road that he came

				and he will not enter this city.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				34 I will defend this city and rescue it

				for My sake and for the sake of My 
servant David."

				

	

Defeat and Death of Sennacherib

				35 That night the angel of the Lord went out and struck down 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians. When the people got up the next morning — there were all the dead bodies! 36 So Sennacherib king of Assyria broke camp and left. He returned home and lived in Nineveh.

				37 One day, while he was worshiping in the temple of his god Nisroch, his sons Adrammelech and Sharezer struck him down with the sword and escaped to the land of Ararat. Then his son Esar-haddon became king in his place.

				

	

Hezekiah's Illness and Recovery

				20 In those days Hezekiah became terminally ill. The prophet Isaiah son of Amoz came and said to him,"This is what the Lord says: 'Put your affairs in order,cl for you are about to die; you will not recover.'"

				2 Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the Lord, 3 "Please Lord, remember how I have walked before You faithfully and wholeheartedly and have done what pleases You."cm And Hezekiah wept bitterly.

				4 Isaiah had not yet gone out of the inner courtyard when the word of the Lord came to him: 5 "Go back and tell Hezekiah, the leader of My people, 'This is what the Lord God of your ancestor David says: I have heard your prayer; I have seen your tears. Look, I will heal you. On the third day from now you will go up to the Lord's temple. 6 I will add 15 years to your life. I will deliver you and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria. I will defend this city for My sake and for the sake of My servant David.'"

				7 Then Isaiah said,"Bring a lump of pressed figs." So they brought it and applied it to his infected skin, and he recovered.

				8 Hezekiah had asked Isaiah,"What is the sign that the Lord will heal me and that I will go up to the Lord's temple on the third day?"

				9 Isaiah said,"This is the sign to you from the Lord that He will do what He has promised: Should the shadow go ahead 10 steps or go back 10 steps?"

				10 Then Hezekiah answered,"It's easy for the shadow to lengthen 10 steps. No, let the shadow go back 10 steps." 11 So Isaiah the prophet called out to the Lord, and He brought the shadowcn back the 10 steps it had descended on Ahaz's stairway. co

				A Principle to Live By - Marks of Humility

				[image: Getz0389.png]

				#21 To walk worthy of our calling in Christ, we are to demonstrate an attitude of humility toward God and one another.

				This passage gives three specific examples of how Hezekiah"did what was right in the Lord's sight" (18:3). 

				1.	In times of trouble, he humbly sought counsel from the prophet Isaiah (19:1-7). 

				2.	He humbly and consistently worshiped God as the only true God (19:14-19). 

				3.	He was a man of prayer and humility (20:1-3).

				Because of his faithfulness, God healed him from a terminal disease and added 15 years to his life (vv. 4-11).  (See 2Ch #32:God Honors Humility; Mt #21: Physical Healing.)

				Regarding humility, Paul wrote to the Ephesian Christians:

				Therefore I, the prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk worthy of the calling you have received, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, accepting one another in love, diligently keeping the unity of the Spirit with the peace that binds us. (Eph 4:1-3)  (See Rm #22:A Servant's Heart.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it often difficult to maintain humility in our walk with Christ?

				

				

	

Hezekiah's Folly

				12 At that time Merodach-baladan cp son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a gift to Hezekiah since he heard that he had been sick. 13 Hezekiah gave them a hearing and showed them his whole treasure house — the silver, the gold, the spices, and the precious oil — and his armory, and everything that was found in his treasuries. There was nothing in his palace and in all his realm that Hezekiah did not show them.

				14 Then the prophet Isaiah came to King Hezekiah and asked him,"Where did these men come from and what did they say to you?"

				Hezekiah replied,"They came from a distant country, from Babylon."

				15 Isaiah asked,"What have they seen in your palace?"

				Hezekiah answered,"They have seen everything in my palace. There isn't anything in my treasuries that I didn't show them."

				16 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah,"Hear the word of the Lord: 17 'The time will certainly come when everything in your palace and all that your fathers have stored up until this day will be carried off to Babylon; nothing will be left,' says the Lord. 18 'Some of your descendants who come from you will be taken away, and they will become eunuchscq in the palace of the king of Babylon.'"

				19 Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah,"The word of the Lord that you have spoken is good," for he thought: Why not, if there will be peace and security during my lifetime?

				

	

Hezekiah's Death

				20 The rest of the events of Hezekiah's reign, along with all his might and how he made the pool and the tunnel and brought water into the city, are written in the Historical Record of Judah's Kings. 21 Hezekiah rested with his fathers, and his son Manasseh became king in his place.

				A Principle to Live By - A Strength Becomes a Weakness
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				#22 We must be cautious that our greatest strength does not become our greatest weakness.

				Hezekiah's greatest strength was humility. However, in 2 Chronicles we are told that following his miraculous healing, Hezekiah's"heart was proud" (2Ch 32:24-25). He could not discern how foolish he had become in showing the king of Babylon his treasures. Once Hezekiah saw his folly, he once again"humbled himself for the pride of his heart," and God withheld His judgment (2Ch 32:26).

				When Paul wrote to the Corinthians, he reminded these believers that the events in the Old Testament, which certainly includes Hezekiah's story, have happened and have been recorded for them—and for us:

				Now these things happened to them as examples, and they were written as a warning to us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. So, whoever thinks he stands must be careful not to fall. (1Co 10:11-12)  (See 1Co #22:Lessons from Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what other ways can our greatest strengths become our greatest weaknesses?  (See 2Sm #15:Strengths and Weaknesses.)

				

				

	

Judah's King Manasseh

				21 Manasseh was 12 years old when he became king and reigned 55 years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Hephzibah.2 He did what was evil in the Lord's sight, imitating the detestable practices of the nations that the Lord had dispossessed before the Israelites. 3 He rebuilt the •high places that his father Hezekiah had destroyed and reestablished the altars for •Baal. He made an •Asherah, as King Ahab of Israel had done; he also worshiped the whole heavenly •host and served them. 4 He built altars in the Lord's temple, where the Lord had said,"Jerusalem is where I will put My name." 5 He built altars to the whole heavenly host in both courtyards of the Lord's temple. 6 He made his son pass through the fire, practiced witchcraft and •divination, and consulted mediums and spiritists. He did a great amount of evil in the Lord's sight, provoking Him.

				7 Manasseh set up the carved image of Asherah, which he made, in the temple that the Lord had spoken about to David and his son Solomon,"I will establish My name forever in this temple and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel. 8 I will never again cause the feet of the Israelites to wander from the land I gave to their ancestors if only they will be careful to do all I have commanded them — the whole law that My servant Moses commanded them." 9 But they did not listen; Manasseh caused them to stray so that they did greater evil than the nations the Lord had destroyed before the Israelites.

				10 The Lord spoke through His servants the prophets, saying, 11 "Since Manasseh king of Judah has committed all these detestable things — greater evil than the Amorites who preceded him had done — and by means of his idols has also caused Judah to sin, 12 this is what the Lord God of Israel says: 'I am about to bring such disaster on Jerusalem and Judah that everyone who hears about it will shudder. 13 I will stretch over Jerusalem the measuring line used on Samaria and the mason's level used on the house of Ahab, and I will wipe Jerusalem •clean as one wipes a bowl — wiping it and turning it upside down. 14 I will abandon the remnant of My inheritance and hand them over to their enemies. They will become plunder and spoil to all their enemies, 15 because they have done what is evil in My sight and have provoked Me from the day their ancestors came out of Egypt until today.'"

				16 Manasseh also shed so much innocent blood that he filled Jerusalem with it from one end to another. This was in addition to his sin that he caused Judah to commit. Consequently, they did what was evil in the Lord's sight.

				

	

Manasseh's Death

				17 The rest of the events of Manasseh's reign, along with all his accomplishments and the sin that he committed, are written in the Historical Record of Judah's Kings. 18 Manasseh rested with his fathers and was buried in the garden of his own house, the garden of Uzza. His son Amon became king in his place.

				A Principle to Live By - Godly Parenting
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				#23 Parents should do all they can to model and teach Christian values to their children, but they must also understand that being godly is no guarantee that their children will always do what is right in God's sight.

				Of all young men, Manasseh should have followed in his father's footsteps. However, he was so impacted by the sinful environment that surrounded him that, even as a young man 12 years of age, he chose to reject what he had been taught and what had been modeled by his father.  (See 1Sm #14:Parental Disappointments.)

				Unfortunately, Manasseh was so evil that God pronounced judgment. Judah would eventually be carried into Babylonian captivity (2Kg 21:10-16), just as the northern tribes had been carried into Assyrian captivity (17:5-18). Fortunately, there is a positive end to Manasseh's life. While in captivity, he"humbled himself" and"came to know that Yahweh is God" (2Ch 33:10-13).  (See 2Ch #33:God's Forgiveness.)

				Manasseh's repentance at the end of his life teaches us that, as parents, we must not give up praying for our wayward children. Jesus emphasized this truth when He told the story of the lost son (Lk 15:11-31). 

				Reflection and Response

				When discussing the subject of parenting, why is it important both to comfort those whose children have gone astray and to encourage them to keep praying for their repentance?  (See Ti #2:Interpreting Scripture Accurately.)

				

				

	

Judah's King Amon

				19 Amon was 22 years old when he became king and reigned two years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Meshullemeth daughter of Haruz; she was from Jotbah. 20 He did what was evil in the Lord's sight as his father Manasseh had done.21 He walked in all the ways his father had walked; he served the idols his father had served, and he worshiped them. 22 He abandoned the Lord God of his ancestors and did not walk in the way of the Lord.

				23 Amon's servants conspired against the king and killed him in his own house. 24 Then the common peoplecr executed all those who had conspired against King Amon and made his son Josiah king in his place.

				25 The rest of the events of Amon's reign, along with his accomplishments, are written in the Historical Record of Judah's Kings. 26 He was buried in his tomb in the garden of Uzza, and his son Josiah became king in his place.

				

	

Judah's King Josiah

				22 Josiah was eight years old when he became king and reigned 31 years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Jedidah the daughter of Adaiah; she was from Bozkath.2 He did what was right in the Lord's sight and walked in all the ways of his ancestor David; he did not turn to the right or the left.

				

	

Josiah Repairs the Temple

				3 In the eighteenth year of King Josiah, the king sent the court secretary Shaphan son of Azaliah, son of Meshullam, to the Lord's temple, saying, 4 "Go up to Hilkiah the high priest so that he may total up the money brought into the Lord's temple — the money the doorkeepers have collected from the people. 5 It is to be put into the hands of those doing the work — those who oversee the Lord's temple. They in turn are to give it to the workmen in the Lord's temple to repair the damage. 6 They are to give it to the carpenters, builders, and masons to buy timber and quarried stone to repair the temple. 7 But no accounting is to be required from them for the money put into their hands since they work with integrity."

				



	

The Book of the Law Found

				8 Hilkiah the high priest told Shaphan the court secretary,"I have found the book of the law in the Lord's temple," and he gave the book to Shaphan, who read it.

				9 Then Shaphan the court secretary went to the king and reported,cs"Your servants have emptied out the money that was found in the temple and have put it into the hand of those doing the work — those who oversee the Lord's temple." 10 Then Shaphan the court secretary told the king,"Hilkiah the priest has given me a book," and Shaphan read it in the presence of the king.

				11 When the king heard the words of the book of the law, he tore his clothes. 12 Then he commanded Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam son of Shaphan, Achbor son of Micaiah, Shaphan the court secretary, and the king's servant Asaiah: 13 "Go and inquire of the Lord for me, the people, and all Judah about the instruction in this book that has been found. For great is the Lord's wrath that is kindled against us because our ancestors have not obeyed the words of this book in order to do everything written about us."

				A Principle to Live By - Parental Values

				[image: Getz0392.png]

				#24 In spite of parents and grandparents who have modeled ungodliness, children are to reject non-biblical values and follow God wholeheartedly. 

				When Josiah had reigned for 11 years, he made a startling and frightening discovery. Hilkiah, the high priest, found"the book of the law" (22:8), probably containing the first five books of the Bible (the Pentateuch). When Josiah heard the words recorded by Moses in these sacred Scriptures, he was mortified. Tearing his clothes, he ordered the temple officials to"inquire of the Lord" (v. 13) regarding what was written. Hearing for the first time such decrees as the blessings and curses outlined by Moses (Dt 28:1-68), he was terrified and proclaimed,

				For great is the Lord's wrath that is kindled against us because our ancestors have not obeyed the words of this book in order to do everything written about us. (2Kg 22:13b)

				Even though the prophetess Huldah affirmed the fact that God was going to judge Judah, He was at the same time going to have mercy on Josiah because he had humbled himself. The Lord was going to allow him to die in peace (vv. 15-20). 

				Regardless of this bad news, Josiah set out to become one of the greatest reformers in Judah, and his godly example powerfully illustrates the principle that emerges from the whole of Scripture—that regardless of our sinful family background, we can rise above those influences through God's power. In Christ, we can be made new and we can be set free from sin's hold on our lives (Rm 8:1-4; 2Co 5:17). We can even take our place among God's greatest servants and help others experience the same freedom. If it happened in Josiah's life, it can happen in ours.  (See 2Ch #34:The Potential of Youth; Eph #7: Experiencing God's Power.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though it's God's ideal plan for children to have godly parental examples, how can He use negative experiences in our lives to enable us to minister to others in a special way?

				

				

	

Huldah's Prophecy of Judgment

				14 So Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Achbor, Shaphan, and Asaiah went to the prophetess Huldah, wife of Shallum son of Tikvah, son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe. She lived in Jerusalem in the Second District. They spoke with her.

				15 She said to them,"This is what the Lord God of Israel says, 'Say to the man who sent you to Me: 16 This is what the Lord says: I am about to bring disaster on this place and on its inhabitants, fulfilling all the words of the book that the king of Judah has read, 17 because they have abandoned Me and burned incense to other gods in order to provoke Me with all the work of their hands. My wrath will be kindled against this place, and it will not be quenched. 18 Say this to the king of Judah who sent you to inquire of the Lord: This is what the Lord God of Israel says: As for the words that you heard,19 because your heart was tender and you humbled yourself before the Lord when you heard what I spoke against this place and against its inhabitants, that they would become a desolation and a curse, and because you have torn your clothes and wept before Me, I Myself have heard you — this is the Lord's declaration — 20 therefore, I will indeed gather you to your fathers, and you will be gathered to your grave in peace. Your eyes will not see all the disaster that I am bringing on this place.'"

				Then they reportedct to the king.

				

	

Covenant Renewal

				23 So the king sent messengers, and they 
gathered all the elders of Jerusalem and Judah to him. 2 Then the king went to the Lord's temple with all the men of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, as well as the priests and 
the prophets — all the people from the youngest to 
the oldest. As they listened, he read all the words of the book of the covenant that had been found in the Lord's temple.3 Next, the king stood by the pillarcu and made a covenant in the presence of the Lord to follow the Lord and to keep His commands, His decrees, and His statutes with all his mind and with all his heart, and to carry out the words of this covenant that were written in this book; all the people agreed tocv the covenant.

				

	

Josiah's Reforms

				4 Then the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest and the priests of the second rank and the doorkeepers to bring out of the Lord's temple all the articles made for •Baal, •Asherah, and the whole heavenly •host. He burned them outside Jerusalem in the fields of the Kidron and carried their ashes to Bethel.5 Then he did away with the idolatrous priests the kings of Judah had appointed to burn incense at the •high places in the cities of Judah and in the areas surrounding Jerusalem. They had burned incense to Baal, and to the sun, moon, constellations, and the whole heavenly host. 6 He brought out the Asherah pole from the Lord's temple to the Kidron Valley outside Jerusalem. He burned it at the Kidron Valley, beat it to dust, and threw its dust on the graves of the common people.cw 7 He also tore down the houses of the male cult prostitutes that were in the Lord's temple, in which the women were weaving tapestriescx for Asherah.

				8 Then Josiah brought all the priests from the cities of Judah, and he defiled the high places from Geba to Beer-sheba, where the priests had burned incense. He tore down the high places of the gates at the entrance of the •gate of Joshua the governor of the city (on the left at the city gate). 9 The priests of the high places, however, did not come up to the altar of the Lord in Jerusalem; instead, they ate unleavened bread with their fellow priests.

				10 He defiled •Topheth, which is in the Valley of Hinnom, so that no one could make his son or daughter pass through the fire to •Molech. 11 He did away with the horses that the kings of Judah had dedicated to the sun. They had been at the entrance of the Lord's temple in the precincts by the chamber of Nathan-melech the court official, and he burned up the chariots of the sun.

				12 The king tore down the altars that were on the roof — Ahaz's upper chamber that the kings of Judah had made — and the altars that Manasseh had made in the two courtyards of the Lord's temple. Then he smashed them cy there and threw their dust into the Kidron Valley. 13 The king also defiled the high places that were across from Jerusalem, to the south of the Mount of Destruction, which King Solomon of Israel had built for •Ashtoreth, the detestable idol of the Sidonians; for Chemosh, the detestable idol of Moab; and for •Milcom, the abomination of the Ammonites. 14 He broke the sacred pillars into pieces, cut down the Asherah poles, then filled their places with human bones.

				15 He even tore down the altar at Bethel and the high place that Jeroboam son of Nebat, who caused Israel to sin, had made. Then he burned the high place, crushed it to dust, and burned the Asherah. 16 As Josiah turned, he saw the tombs there on the mountain. He sent someone to take the bones out of the tombs, and he burned them on the altar. He defiled it according to the word of the Lord proclaimed by the man of God cz who proclaimed these things. 17 Then he said,"What is this monument I see?"

				The men of the city told him,"It is the tomb of the man of God who came from Judah and proclaimed these things that you have done to the altar at Bethel."

				18 So he said,"Let him rest. Don't let anyone disturb his bones." So they left his bones undisturbed with the bones of the prophet who came from Samaria.

				19 Josiah also removed all the shrines of the high places that were in the cities of Samaria, which the kings of Israel had made to provoke the Lord. Josiah did the same things to them that he had done at Bethel. 20 He slaughtered on the altars all the priests of the high places who were there, and he burned human bones on the altars. Then he returned to Jerusalem.

				

	

Passover Observed

				21 The king commanded all the people,"Keep the •Passover of the Lord your God as written in the book of the covenant."22 No such Passover had ever been kept from the time of the judges who judged Israel through the entire time of the kings of Israel and Judah. 23 But in the eighteenth year of King Josiah, this Passover was observed to the Lord in Jerusalem.

				

	

Further Zeal for the Lord

				24 In addition, Josiah removed the mediums, the spiritists, household idols, images, and all the detestable things that were seen in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem. He did this in order to carry out the words of the law that were written in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the Lord's temple. 25 Before him there was no king like him who turned to the Lord with all his mind and with all his heart and with all his strength according to all the law of Moses, and no one like him arose after him.

				26 In spite of all that, the Lord did not turn from the fury of His great burning anger, which burned against Judah because of all that Manasseh had provoked Him with. 27 For the Lord had said,"I will also remove Judah from My sight just as I have removed Israel. I will reject this city Jerusalem, that I have chosen, and the temple about which I said, 'My name will be there.'"

				

	

Josiah's Death

				28 The rest of the events of Josiah's reign, along with all his accomplishments, are written in the Historical Record of Judah's Kings. 29 During his reign, Pharaoh Neco king of Egypt marched up to help the king of Assyria at the Euphrates River. King Josiah went to confront him, and at Megiddo when Neco saw him he killed him. 30 From Megiddo his servants carried his dead body in a chariot, brought him into Jerusalem, and buried him in his own tomb. Then the common peopleda took Jehoahaz son of Josiah, anointed him, and made him king in place of his father.

				A Principle to Live By - Biblical Renewal
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				#25 God wants to use us to renew the church of Jesus Christ by allowing His Word to transform our lives. 

				Josiah demonstrated how to bring renewal to a community of God's people: 

				1.	He allowed the Word of God to penetrate his own heart and soul (22:11,19).

				2.	He read the Word of God to all of his leaders (23:1-2).

				3.	He made a public covenant to obey the Word of God (23:3).

				4.	He eliminated all idolatrous activities in Israel (23:4-20,24).

				5.	He reinstated the Passover feast to remember God's deliverance of Israel 
(23:21-23).

				In essence, Josiah practiced what God had commanded Joshua to do when they were about to enter the promised land centuries before:

				Above all, be strong and very courageous to carefully observe the whole instruction My servant Moses commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right or the left, so that you will have success wherever you go. This book of instruction must not depart from your mouth; you are to recite it day and night so that you may carefully observe everything written in it. For then you will prosper and succeed in whatever you do. (Jos 1:7-8)  (See 2Ch #35:Response to God's Word.)

				True renewal begins when we allow the Word of God and the Spirit of God to penetrate our own hearts. We must also teach the Word of God to one another with conviction, allowing the Holy Spirit to use our example and words to penetrate others' hearts in the same way. This means letting"the message about the Messiah dwell richly among [us], teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom" (Col 3:16). What happened to Josiah is an Old Testament illustration of a beautiful New Testament explanation:

				For the word of God is living and effective and sharper than any double-edged sword, penetrating as far as the separation of soul and spirit, joints and marrow. It is able to judge the ideas and thoughts of the heart. No creature is hidden from Him, but all things are naked and exposed to the eyes of Him to whom we must give an account. (Heb 4:12-13)  (See Heb #7:The Word of God.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we help all Christians in our churches to be more responsive to the Word of God?

				

				

	

Judah's King Jehoahaz

				31 Jehoahaz was 23 years old when he became king and reigned three months in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Hamutal daughter of Jeremiah, from Libnah. 32 He did what was evil in the Lord's sight just as his ancestors had done.33 Pharaoh Neco imprisoned him at Riblah in the land of Hamath to keep him from reigning in Jerusalem, and he imposed on the land a fine of 7,500 poundsdb of silver and 75 poundsdc of gold.

				

	

Judah's King Jehoiakim

				34 Then Pharaoh Neco made Eliakim son of Josiah king in place of his father Josiah and changed Eliakim's name to Jehoiakim. But Neco took Jehoahaz and went to Egypt, and he died there. 35 So Jehoiakim gave the silver and the gold to Pharaoh, but at Pharaoh's command he taxed the land to give the money. He exacted the silver and the gold from the common people,dd each man according to his assessment, to give it to Pharaoh Neco.

				36 Jehoiakim was 25 years old when he became king and reigned 11 years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Zebidah daughter of Pedaiah, from Rumah. 37 He did what was evil in the Lord's sight just as his ancestors had done.

				

	

Jehoiakim's Rebellion and Death

				24 During Jehoiakim's reign, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon attacked. Jehoiakim became his vassal for three years, and then he turned and rebelled against him. 2 The Lord sent Chaldean, Aramean, Moabite, and Ammonite raiders against Jehoiakim. He sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to the word of the Lord He had spoken through His servants the prophets. 3 Indeed, this happened to Judah at the Lord's command to remove them from His sight. It was because of the sins of Manasseh, according to all he had done, 4 and also because of all the innocent blood he had shed. He had filled Jerusalem with innocent blood, and the Lord would not forgive.

				5 The rest of the events of Jehoiakim's reign, along with all his accomplishments, are written in the Historical Record of Judah's Kings. 6 Jehoiakim rested with his fathers, and his son Jehoiachin became king in his place.

				7 Now the king of Egypt did not march out of his land again, for the king of Babylon took everything that belonged to the king of Egypt, from the Brook of Egypt to the Euphrates River.

				

	

Judah's King Jehoiachin

				8 Jehoiachin was 18 years old when he became king and reigned three months in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Nehushta daughter of Elnathan, from Jerusalem.9 He did what was evil in the Lord's sight as his father had done.

				

	

Deportations to Babylon

				10 At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon marched up to Jerusalem, and the city came under siege. 11 Then King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came to the city while his servants were besieging it. 12 Jehoiachin king of Judah, along with his mother, his servants, his commanders, and his officials, surrendered to the king of Babylon.

				So the king of Babylon took him captive in the eighth year of his reign. 13 He also carried off from there all the treasures of the Lord's temple and the treasures of the king's palace, and he cut into pieces all the gold articles that Solomon king of Israel had made for the Lord's sanctuary, just as God had predicted. 14 Then he deported all Jerusalem and all the commanders and all the fighting men, 10,000 captives, and all the craftsmen and metalsmiths. Except for the poorest people of the land, no one remained.

				15 Nebuchadnezzar deported Jehoiachin to Babylon. Also, he took the king's mother, the king's wives, his officials, and the leading men of the land into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 16 The king of Babylon also brought captive into Babylon all 7,000 fighting men and 1,000 craftsmen and metalsmiths — all strong and fit for war. 17 Then the king of Babylon made Mattaniah, Jehoiachin'sde uncle, king in his place and changed his name to Zedekiah.

				

	

Judah's King Zedekiah

				18 Zedekiah was 21 years old when he became king and reigned 11 years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Hamutal daughter of Jeremiah, from Libnah. 19 Zedekiah did what was evil in the Lord's sight just as Jehoiakim had done. 20 Because of the Lord's anger, it came to the point in Jerusalem and Judah that He finally banished them from His presence. Then, Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon.

				

	

Nebuchadnezzar's Siege of Jerusalem

				25 In the ninth year of Zedekiah's reign, on the tenth day of the tenth month, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon advanced against Jerusalem with his entire army. They laid siege to the city and built a siege wall against it all around. 2 The city was under siege until King Zedekiah's eleventh year.

				3 By the ninth day of the fourth month the famine was so severe in the city that the people of the land had no food. 4 Then the city was broken into, and all the warriors fled by night by way of the gate between the two walls near the king's garden, even though the Chaldeans surrounded the city. As the king made his way along the route to the •Arabah, 5 the Chaldean army pursued him and overtook him in the plains of Jericho. Zedekiah's entire army was scattered from him. 6 The Chaldeans seized the king and brought him up to the king of Babylon at Riblah, and they passed sentence on him. 7 They slaughtered Zedekiah's sons before his eyes. Finally, the king of Babylon blinded Zedekiah, bound him in bronze chains, and took him to Babylon.

				

	

Jerusalem Destroyed

				8 On the seventh day of the fifth month, which was the nineteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan, the commander of the guards, a servant of the king of Babylon, entered Jerusalem. 9 He burned the Lord's temple, the king's palace, and all the houses of Jerusalem; he burned down all the great houses. 10 The whole Chaldean army with the commander of the guards tore down the walls surrounding Jerusalem. 11 Nebuzaradan, the commander of the guards, deported the rest of the people who were left in the city, the deserters who had defected to the king of Babylon, and the rest of the population. 12 But the commander of the guards left some of the poorest of the land to be vinedressers and farmers.

				13 Now the Chaldeans broke into pieces the bronze pillars of the Lord's temple, the water carts, and the bronze reservoir, which were in the Lord's temple, and carried the bronze to Babylon. 14 They also took the pots, the shovels, the wick trimmers, the dishes, and all the bronze articles used in temple service. 15 The commander of the guards took away the firepans and the sprinkling basins — whatever was gold or silver.

				16 As for the two pillars, the one reservoir, and the water carts that Solomon had made for the Lord's temple, the weight of the bronze of all these articles was beyond measure. 17 One pillar was 27 feetdf tall and had a bronze capital on top of it. The capital, encircled by a grating and pomegranates of bronze, stood five feetdg high. The second pillar was the same, with its own grating.

				18 The commander of the guards also took away Seraiah the chief priest, Zephaniah the priest of the second rank, and the three doorkeepers. 19 He took a court official who had been appointed over the warriors from the city; five trusted royal aidesdh found in the city; the secretary of the commander of the army, who enlisted the people of the land for military duty; and 60 men from the common peopledi who were found within the city. 20 Nebuzaradan, the commander of the guards, took them and brought them to the king of Babylon at Riblah. 21 The king of Babylon put them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. So Judah went into exile from its land.

				

	

Gedaliah Made Governor

				22 Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon appointed Gedaliah son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan, over the rest of the people he left in the land of Judah. 23 When all the commanders of the armies — they and their men — heard that the king of Babylon had appointed Gedaliah, they came to Gedaliah at Mizpah. The commanders included Ishmael son of Nethaniah, Johanan son of Kareah, Seraiah son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and Jaazaniah son of the Maacathite — they and their men. 24 Gedaliah swore an oath to them and their men, assuring them,"Don't be afraid of the servants of the Chaldeans. Live in the land and serve the king of Babylon, and it will go well for you."

				25 In the seventh month, however, Ishmael son of Nethaniah, son of Elishama, of the royal family, came with 10 men and struck down Gedaliah, and he died. Also, they killed the Judeans and the Chaldeans who were with him at Mizpah. 26 Then all the people, from the youngest to the oldest, and the commanders of the army, left and went to Egypt, for they were afraid of the Chaldeans.

				

	

Jehoiachin Pardoned

				27 On the twenty-seventh day of the twelfth month of the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Judah's King Jehoiachin, in the year Evil-merodach became king of Babylon, he pardoned King Jehoiachin of Judah and released him from prison.28 He spoke kindly to him and set his throne over the thrones of the kings who were with him in Babylon.29 So Jehoiachin changed his prison clothes, and he dined regularly in the presence of the king of Babylon for the rest of his life.30 As for his allowance, a regular allowance was given to him by the king, a portion for each day, for the rest of his life.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Grace and Mercy

				[image: Getz0394.png]

				#26 We must never take credit for the gift of salvation we have received through the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.

				We are not given any reason Evil-merodach, the king of Babylon who succeeded Nebuchadnezzar, released Jehoiachin from prison.  (See 2Ch #33:God's Forgiveness.)  However, his pardon is an illustration of God's grace and mercy in providing the gift of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. 

				Perhaps this was a favorite story for Paul the apostle. He classified himself as"a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an arrogant man" (1Tm 1:13a). Yet, he wrote,"But I received mercy because I acted out of ignorance in unbelief. And the grace of our Lord overflowed, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus" (1Tm 1:13b-14). 

				Paul concluded this paragraph with a message to us all:

				This saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance:"Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners"—and I am the worst of them. But I received mercy for this reason, so that in me, the worst of them, Christ Jesus might demonstrate His extraordinary patience as an example to those who would believe in Him for eternal life. Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. (1Tm 1:15-17)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy for people to believe that we receive eternal life by doing good works?  (See Eph #4:God's Gift.)

				

				

				
					
						a1:11 Lit He answered

					

					
						b1:12 Lit a fire of God

					

					
						c1:17 Lit Jehoram ; 2Kg 8:16

					

					
						d1:17 LXX omits in the second year . . . Jehoshaphat

					

					
						e1:18 LXX adds 4 more vv. here similar to 2Kg 3:1-3.

					

					
						f4:38 Lit sitting before him

					

					
						g5:1 Lit man before his master

					

					
						h5:3 Lit master was before

					

					
						i5:5 Lit 10 talents

					

					
						j5:5 Lit 6,000 shekels

					

					
						k5:7 Lit only seeking an occasion against

					

					
						l5:18 Lit worship, and he leans on my hand, and I

					

					
						m5:18 LXX, Vg read when he bows himself

					

					
						n5:22 Lit a talent

					

					
						o5:23 Lit two talents

					

					
						p5:23 Lit two talents

					

					
						q5:24 Or citadel

					

					
						r5:26 Lit "Did not my heart go

					

					
						s6:1 Lit we are living before you

					

					
						t6:10 Lit not once and not twice

					

					
						u6:25 Lit a fourth of a kab

					

					
						v6:25 Or seedpods, or wild onions

					

					
						w6:33 Some emend to king

					

					
						x7:1 Lit a seah

					

					
						y7:1 Lit two seahs

					

					
						z7:6 Some Hb mss read Lord

					

					
						aa7:13 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr, Vg; other Hb mss read left in it. Indeed, they are like the whole multitude of Israel that are left in it; indeed, they are like the whole multitude of Israel who will die.

					

					
						ab7:16 Lit a seah

					

					
						ac7:16 Lit two seahs

					

					
						ad7:18 Lit two seahs

					

					
						ae7:18 Lit a seah

					

					
						af8:10 Alt Hb tradition reads You will not

					

					
						ag8:16 Lit Judah; Jehoshaphat had been king of Judah

					

					
						ah8:29 Lit Ramah

					

					
						ai9:8 Lit eliminate Ahab's one who urinates against a wall

					

					
						aj9:13 Lit on the bones of the steps

					

					
						ak9:18 Lit What to you and to peace

					

					
						al9:19 Lit What to you and to peace

					

					
						am9:27 LXX, Syr, Vg; MT omits So they shot him

					

					
						an10:1 LXX; MT reads of Ahab

					

					
						ao10:3 Lit the good and the upright

					

					
						ap10:5 Lit Do what is good in your eyes

					

					
						aq10:15 Lit heart upright like my heart is with your heart

					

					
						ar10:15 LXX, Syr, Vg; MT reads mine?" Jehonadab said,"It is and it is

					

					
						as10:21 LXX adds  — all his priests and all his prophets —

					

					
						at10:33 Lit Arnon Valley and Gilead and Bashan

					

					
						au11:6 Hb obscure

					

					
						av11:8 Lit king when he goes out and when he comes in

					

					
						aw11:12 Or him the copy of the covenant, or him a diadem, or him jewels

					

					
						ax11:17 Some Gk versions, 2Ch 23:16 omit and another covenant between the king and the people

					

					
						ay11:21 2Kg 12:1 in Hb

					

					
						az12:5 Hb obscure

					

					
						ba12:5 Lit repair the breach of the house wherever there is found a breach

					

					
						bb12:6 Lit breach in 2Kg 12:5-12

					

					
						bc12:21 Some Hb mss, LXX read Jozacar ; 2Ch 24:26 reads Zabad

					

					
						bd13:9 Lit Joash

					

					
						be14:1 Lit Joash

					

					
						bf14:1 Lit Joahaz

					

					
						bg14:2 Alt Hb tradition, some Hb mss, Syr, Tg, Vg, 2Ch 25:1; other Hb mss, LXX read Jehoaddin

					

					
						bh14:13 Lit Jehoash

					

					
						bi14:13 Lit 400 cubits

					

					
						bj14:23 Lit Joash

					

					
						bk14:27 Lit Joash

					

					
						bl14:28 Lit recovered Damascus and for Judah in Israel ; Hb obscure

					

					
						bm15:5 Lit house of freedom, or house of exemption

					

					
						bn15:10 Some LXX mss read at Ibleam ; Hb uncertain

					

					
						bo15:19 Lit 1,000 talents

					

					
						bp15:20 Lit 50 shekels

					

					
						bq15:25 Hb obscure

					

					
						br16:15 Hb obscure

					

					
						bs16:17 Lit the stands

					

					
						bt16:17 Lit sea

					

					
						bu17:4 Lit as year by year

					

					
						bv17:7 Lit feared

					

					
						bw17:9 Or Israelites spoke untrue words

					

					
						bx17:14 Lit they stiffened their neck like the neck of

					

					
						by18:14 Lit 300 talents

					

					
						bz18:14 Lit 30 talents

					

					
						ca18:17 LXX, Syr, Vg; MT reads and came and

					

					
						cb18:19 Lit What is this trust which you trust

					

					
						cc18:26 Lit Judahite

					

					
						cd18:28 Lit Judahite

					

					
						ce18:31 Lit a blessing

					

					
						cf18:34 Some LXX mss, Old Lat read Sepharvaim? Where are the gods of the land of Samaria?

					

					
						cg19:21 Lit behind you

					

					
						ch19:23 Many mss read Lord

					

					
						ci19:23 Lit by the hand of

					

					
						cj19:26 DSS; MT reads blasted before standing grain ; Is 37:27

					

					
						ck19:27 LXX, DSS read your rising up and your sitting down ; Is 37:28

					

					
						cl20:1 Lit Command your house

					

					
						cm20:3 Lit what is good in Your eyes

					

					
						cn20:11 Lit shadow on the steps

					

					
						co20:11 Tg, Vg; DSS read on the steps of Ahaz's roof chamber ; Is 38:8

					

					
						cp20:12 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr, Tg, some Vg mss, Is 39:1; other Hb mss read Berodach-baladan

					

					
						cq20:18 Or court officials

					

					
						cr21:24 Lit the people of the land

					

					
						cs22:9 Lit and returned a word to the king and said

					

					
						ct22:20 Lit returned a word

					

					
						cu23:3 2Ch 34:31 reads platform

					

					
						cv23:3 Lit people took a stand in

					

					
						cw23:6 Lit the sons of the people

					

					
						cx23:7 Or clothing

					

					
						cy23:12 Text emended; MT reads he ran from

					

					
						cz23:16 LXX adds when Jeroboam stood by the altar of the feast. And he turned and raised his eyes to the tomb of the man of God

					

					
						da23:30 Lit the people of the land

					

					
						db23:33 Lit 100 talents

					

					
						dc23:33 Lit one talent

					

					
						dd23:35 Lit the people of the land

					

					
						de24:17 Lit his

					

					
						df25:17 Lit 18 cubits

					

					
						dg25:17 Lit three cubits

					

					
						dh25:19 Lit five men who look on the king's face

					

					
						di25:19 Lit the people of the land

					

				

			

	

				1  and  2 Chronicles

				Author: An unknown"chronicler"

				Date of events: 1000–538 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				Like the books of 1 and 2 Kings, the books of 1 and 
2 Chronicles record the history of the kings that ruled over Judah and Israel, but from a different perspective. These books were written after the Jews were released from exile in Babylon. The author was addressing different questions and new challenges. Could the people trace a connection back to the patriarchs who received the great promises from God? Had the rulers and people of Judah done anything right in the past that should be emulated? Did God still have a plan for His people, and was He still working to accomplish it? The final word is, yes, God is sovereign. 

				1 and 2 Chronicles teach us principles of God's sovereignty

				

				

				When God sought a man who would be loyal to Him, He chose King David, whose story is focused on in 
1 Chronicles. Deep in his heart, David was unselfish, obedient, thankful, humble, and compassionate. His life overall reflected a heart that revered and worshiped God. When he stumbled, he repented with his whole heart. When it came time to step down, he supported his successor generously with his whole heart. David was far from perfect and he suffered the consequences of his disobedience, but ultimately the commitment of his heart was more important to God than his failures.

				1 and 2 Chronicles teach us principles of following God whole-heartedly

				

				

				Second Chronicles focuses on the kings of Judah who followed David. King Solomon, David's son, initially honored God, and he was blessed with success and wealth. However, in his later years he lapsed into sexual immorality with pagan women, leading the people to worship false gods. Kings Rehoboam, Abijah, and Asa also led the people in idolatry and sinfulness. By contrast, King Jehoshaphat sent people throughout the kingdom to teach people the Word of God. He appointed godly leaders and led the people in prayer, and the nation flourished under God's blessings. However, numerous kings after Jehoshaphat failed to follow God completely.

				1 and 2 Chronicles teach us principles of repentance and renewal

				

				

				There were long periods of time when evil kings led the people into idolatry and sin, followed occasionally by good kings like Jehoshaphat and Hezekiah who led the people in repentance, revival, and godliness. In all these circumstances, God always revealed His grace and mercy when His people demonstrated true repentance.

				1 and 2 Chronicles teach us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in 1 chronicles

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

						
								
								1:1–2:17

							
								
								#1: God's Redemptive Plan

							
								
								When we get alarmed and discouraged because of world events, we should refocus our thoughts on God's great redemptive plan.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								4:9-10

							
								
								#2: Encouraging 
Dedicated Christians

							
								
								When certain individuals distinguish themselves as dedicated Christians within the church, we should recognize and encourage them to continue to serve God faithfully.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								5:1-2

							
								
								#3: Sin's Consequences

							
								
								Though God cleanses us from all sins through the blood of Jesus Christ, we must understand that we may still suffer some consequences from sins we have committed.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								5:18-22

							
								
								#4: Spiritual Warfare

							
								
								To be successful in our spiritual battles with Satan, we must put on the full armor of God, which includes prayer.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								9:1-44

							
								
								#5: The Book of Life

							
								
								If we have sincerely received the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, we can be assured that our names will never be erased from God's Book of Life.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								10:1-14

							
								
								#6: Abusing God's Grace

							
								
								God's grace is immeasurable, but we are not to abuse that grace by engaging in deliberate sin.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								11:15-19

							
								
								#7: An Unselfish Heart

							
								
								In our relationships with fellow Christians, we must be cautious never to take advantage of others in order to meet our own needs.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								13:1-14

							
								
								#8: A God-Fearing Heart

							
								
								Though God wants us to have a sense of freedom in our worship, we are always to maintain a sense of awe.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								15:1-15

							
								
								#9: An Obedient Heart

							
								
								When we fail to walk in God's will, we should learn from our mistakes by consulting His Word and responding in obedience.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								16:7-36

							
								
								#10: A Thankful Heart

							
								
								We should always honor God by thanking Him for His blessings and goodness.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								17:1-27

							
								
								#11: A Humble Heart

							
								
								God wants us to serve Him humbly and faithfully, regardless of our position in the body of Christ.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								21:1-8

							
								
								#12: A Repentant Heart

							
								
								When we are confronted with our sins, we are to respond with repentant and broken hearts.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								21:9-17

							
								
								#13: A Compassionate Heart

							
								
								When we have sinned against God and caused others to suffer, we should not only take full responsibility for our actions, but do so with compassion for those we've hurt.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								21:18-30

							
								
								#14: A Sacrificial Heart

							
								
								To worship God as He desires, we are to offer our bodies as living sacrifices.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								22:1-19

							
								
								#15: A Non-Threatened Heart

							
								
								Godly leaders should put others first, even if it means giving up the desires of their own hearts.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								23:1–29:2

							
								
								#16: A Supportive Heart

							
								
								When leaders step aside so others can assume their roles, they should do all they can to help those who replace them succeed. 

							
								
								16

							
						

						
								
								29:3-9

							
								
								#17: A Generous Heart

							
								
								When planning special financial projects, spiritual leaders should model generosity.

							
								
								17

							
						

						
								
								29:10-19

							
								
								#18: An Upright Heart

							
								
								When we give material possessions to further God's work, we are to do so with pure motives and upright hearts.

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								29:26-30

							
								
								#19: Building God's Eternal Kingdom

							
								
								As we live our lives, we should have as a primary goal to build God's eternal kingdom, not our own.

							
								
								19

							
						

					
				

			

			

				1 Chronicles

				From Adam to Abraham

				1 Adam, Seth, Enosh,

				2 Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared,

				3 Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech,

				4 Noah, Noah's sons: a

				Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

				

				5 Japheth's sons: Gomer, Magog, Madai, 
Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras.

				6 Gomer's sons: Ashkenaz, Riphath, b and Togarmah.

				7 Javan's sons: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Rodanim. c

				

				8 Ham's sons: Cush, Mizraim, Put, and 
Canaan.

				9 Cush's sons: Seba, Havilah, Sabta, Raama, 
and Sabteca.

				Raama's sons: Sheba and Dedan.

				10 Cush fathered Nimrod, who was the first 
to become a great warrior on earth.

				11 Mizraim fathered Ludim, Anamim, 
Lehabim, Naphtuhim, 12 Pathrusim, 
Casluhim (the Philistines came from them), 
and Caphtorim.

				13 Canaan fathered Sidon as his firstborn, then Heth, 14 the Jebusites, Amorites, Girgashites, 15 Hivites, Arkites, Sinites, 16 Arvadites, Zemarites, and Hamathites.

				

				17 Shem's sons: Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad, 
Lud, Aram, Uz, Hul, Gether, and Meshech.

				18 Arpachshad fathered Shelah, and Shelah fathered Eber. 19 Two sons were born to Eber. One of them was named Peleg because the earth was divided during his lifetime, and the name of his brother was Joktan. 20 Joktan fathered Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 21 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 22 Ebal, Abimael, Sheba, 23 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All of these were Joktan's sons.

				

				24 Shem, Arpachshad, Shelah,

				25 Eber, Peleg, Reu,

				26 Serug, Nahor, Terah,

				27 and Abram (that is, Abraham).

				

				

	

Abraham's Descendants

				28 Abraham's sons: Isaac and Ishmael.

				

				29 These are their family records: Nebaioth, Ishmael's firstborn, Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 30 Mishma, Dumah, Massa, Hadad, Tema, 31 Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah.

				These were Ishmael's sons.

				

				32 The sons born to Keturah, Abraham's concubine: Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah.

				Jokshan's sons: Sheba and Dedan.

				33 Midian's sons: Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah.

				All of these were Keturah's sons.

				

				34 Abraham fathered Isaac.

				Isaac's sons: Esau and Israel.

				35 Esau's sons: Eliphaz, Reuel, Jeush, Jalam, 
and Korah.

				36 Eliphaz's sons: Teman, Omar, Zephi, Gatam, and Kenaz; and by Timna, Amalek. d

				37 Reuel's sons: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, 
and Mizzah.

				

	

The Edomites

				38 Seir's sons: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan.

				39 Lotan's sons: Hori and Homam. Timna 
was Lotan's sister.

				40 Shobal's sons: Alian, Manahath, Ebal, Shephi, and Onam.

				Zibeon's sons: Aiah and Anah.

				41 Anah's son: Dishon.

				Dishon's sons: Hamran, Eshban, Ithran, 
and Cheran.

				42 Ezer's sons: Bilhan, Zaavan, and Jaakan.

				Dishan's sons: Uz and Aran.

				

				43 These were the kings who ruled in the land of Edom before any king ruled over the Israelites: Bela son of Beor. Bela's town was named Dinhabah. 44 When Bela died, Jobab son of Zerah from Bozrah ruled in his place. 45 When Jobab died, Husham from the land of the Temanites ruled in his place. 46 When Husham died, Hadad son of Bedad, who defeated Midian in the country of Moab, ruled in his place. Hadad's town was named Avith. 47 When Hadad died, Samlah from Masrekah ruled in his place. 48 When Samlah died, Shaul from Rehoboth on the Euphrates River ruled in his place. 49 When Shaul died, Baal-hanan son of Achbor ruled in his place. 50 When Baal-hanan died, Hadad ruled in his place. Hadad's city was named Pai, and his wife's name was Mehetabel daughter of Matred, daughter of Mezahab. 51 Then Hadad died.

				

				Edom's chiefs: Timna, Alvah, e Jetheth, 52 Oholibamah, Elah, Pinon, 53 Kenaz, Teman, Mibzar, 54 Magdiel, and Iram.

				These were Edom's chiefs.

				

	

Israel's Sons

				2 These were Israel's sons:

				Reuben, Simeon, Levi,

				Judah, Issachar, Zebulun,

				2 Dan, Joseph, Benjamin,

				Naphtali, Gad, and Asher.

				

	

Judah's Descendants

				3 Judah's sons: Er, Onan, and Shelah. These three were born to him by Bath-shua the Canaanite woman. Er, Judah's firstborn, was evil in the Lord's sight, so He put him to death. 4 Judah's daughter-in-law Tamar bore Perez and Zerah to him. Judah had five sons in all.

				

				5 Perez's sons: Hezron and Hamul.

				6 Zerah's sons: Zimri, Ethan, Heman, Calcol, and Dara f — five in all.

				7 Carmi's son: Achar, who brought trouble on Israel when he was unfaithful by taking the things •set apart for destruction.

				8 Ethan's son: Azariah.

				9 Hezron's sons, who were born to him: Jerahmeel, Ram, and Chelubai.

				

				10 Ram fathered Amminadab, and 
Amminadab fathered Nahshon, a leader of Judah's descendants.

				11 Nahshon fathered Salma, and Salma 
fathered Boaz.

				12 Boaz fathered Obed, and Obed fathered 
Jesse.

				13 Jesse fathered Eliab, his firstborn; 
Abinadab was born second, Shimea third, 14 Nethanel fourth, Raddai fifth, 15 Ozem 
sixth, and David seventh. 16 Their sisters 
were Zeruiah and Abigail. Zeruiah's three 
sons: Abishai, Joab, and Asahel. 17 Amasa's mother was Abigail, and his father was 
Jether the Ishmaelite.

				

				A Principle to Live By - God's Redemptive Plan

				#1 When we get alarmed and discouraged because of world events, we should refocus our thoughts on God's great redemptive plan.

				[image: Getz0395.png]

				In order to encourage the Israelites who survived the dispersion, the chronicler (perhaps Ezra) took them back to the origin of the human race. Human life began when God created Adam in His image (1:1; Gn 1:27). However, that image was terribly marred for all humanity when Adam and Eve sinned. But God began to unfold a plan of redemption that would be available to all of us who are children of Adam. 

				The Lord God began with Abraham, promising that through his descendants a Savior would eventually be born who would be a great blessing to"all the peoples on earth" (1Ch 1:27; Gn 12:3). To achieve this goal, God also promised Abraham the land of Canaan and that he would become a great nation (Gn 12:1-2), beginning with Jacob and his 12 sons, the 12 tribes of Israel (1Ch 2:1-2 and through chap. 8).

				God chose to reveal the Savior through the tribe of Judah (4:1-23). God further chose David to become the king who would set the stage for the suffering Messiah, who in turn would become the King of kings and Lord of lords. Jesus Christ would then occupy the throne of David in the New Jerusalem and reign as the king of righteousness (Rv 21:1-8).

				At the time 1 Chronicles was written, when the Jews were permitted to return to the promised land, God's overall salvation plan was on schedule. God had not forsaken His people, in spite of their terrible sins and rebellion. The extensive genealogies in the opening nine chapters convey this message of encouragement following the Babylonian captivity. 

				This history of God's people also points to Jesus Christ the Messiah, the son of David (see Ac 2:29-31). Paul took us back to Adam, the same starting point as the chronicler, and used his story to introduce us to the Messiah: 

				Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, in this way death spread to all men, because all sinned. . . . Since by the one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive the overflow of grace and the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. . . . For just as through one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so also through the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous. (Rm 5:12,17,19)  (See Rm #9: God's Saving Grace.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do the names and sequences in the genealogies of Jesus Christ outlined by Matthew and Luke help us understand God's redemptive plan?  (See Mt #1: The Gift of Salvation.)

				

				18 Caleb son of Hezron had children by his wife Azubah and by Jerioth. These were Azubah's sons: Jesher, Shobab, and Ardon. 19 When Azubah died, Caleb married Ephrath, and she bore Hur to him. 20 Hur fathered Uri, and Uri fathered Bezalel.  
(See Ex #38: Gifts of the Holy Spirit.)

				21 After this, Hezron slept with the daughter of Machir the father of Gilead. Hezron had married her when he was 60 years old, and she bore Segub to him. 22 Segub fathered Jair, who possessed 23 towns in the land of Gilead. 23 But Geshur and Aram captured g Jair's Villages h along with Kenath and its villages — 60 towns. All these were the sons of Machir father of Gilead. 24 After Hezron's death in Caleb-ephrathah, his wife Abijah bore Ashhur to him. He was the father of Tekoa.

				

				25 The sons of Jerahmeel, Hezron's firstborn: Ram, his firstborn, Bunah, Oren, Ozem, and Ahijah. 26 Jerahmeel had another wife named Atarah, who was the mother of Onam.

				27 The sons of Ram, Jerahmeel's firstborn: 
Maaz, Jamin, and Eker.

				28 Onam's sons: Shammai and Jada.

				Shammai's sons: Nadab and Abishur. 29 Abishur's wife was named Abihail, who 
bore Ahban and Molid to him.

				30 Nadab's sons: Seled and Appaim. Seled 
died without children.

				31 Appaim's son: Ishi.

				Ishi's son: Sheshan.

				Sheshan's descendant: Ahlai.

				32 The sons of Jada, brother of Shammai: 
Jether and Jonathan. Jether died without children.

				33 Jonathan's sons: Peleth and Zaza. These 
were the descendants of Jerahmeel.

				34 Sheshan had no sons, only daughters, but 
he did have an Egyptian servant whose name was Jarha. 35 Sheshan gave his daughter in marriage to his servant Jarha, and she bore Attai to him.

				

				36 Attai fathered Nathan, and Nathan fathered Zabad.

				37 Zabad fathered Ephlal, and Ephlal fathered Obed.

				38 Obed fathered Jehu, and Jehu fathered Azariah.

				39 Azariah fathered Helez, and Helez 
fathered Elasah.

				40 Elasah fathered Sismai, and Sismai 
fathered Shallum.

				41 Shallum fathered Jekamiah, and Jekamiah fathered Elishama.

				

				42 The sons of Caleb brother of Jerahmeel: Mesha, his firstborn, fathered Ziph, and Mareshah, his second son,i fathered 
Hebron.

				43 Hebron's sons: Korah, Tappuah, Rekem, 
and Shema.

				44 Shema fathered Raham, who fathered Jorkeam, and Rekem fathered Shammai.

				45 Shammai's son was Maon, and Maon fathered Beth-zur.

				46 Caleb's concubine Ephah was the mother 
of Haran, Moza, and Gazez. Haran fathered Gazez.

				47 Jahdai's sons: Regem, Jotham, Geshan, 
Pelet, Ephah, and Shaaph.

				48 Caleb's concubine Maacah was the mother of Sheber and Tirhanah. 49 She was also the mother of Shaaph, Madmannah's father, 
and of Sheva, the father of Machbenah and Gibea. Caleb's daughter was Achsah.

				50 These were Caleb's descendants.

				

				The sons of Hur, Ephrathah's firstborn:

				Shobal fathered Kiriath-jearim;

				51 Salma fathered Bethlehem,

				and Hareph fathered Beth-gader.

				

				52 These were the descendants of Shobal the father of Kiriath-jearim: Haroeh, half of the Manahathites,j 53 and the families of Kiriath-jearim — the Ithrites, Puthites, Shumathites, and Mishraites. The Zorathites and Eshtaolites descended from these.

				

				54 Salma's sons: Bethlehem, the Netophathites, Atroth-beth-joab, and half of the Manahathites, the Zorites, 55 and the families of scribes who lived in Jabez — the Tirathites, Shimeathites, and Sucathites. These are the Kenites who came from Hammath, the father of Rechab's family.

				

	

David's Descendants

				3 These were David's sons who were born to him in Hebron:

				Amnon was the firstborn, by Ahinoam of Jezreel;

				Daniel was born second, by Abigail of 
Carmel;

				2 Absalom son of Maacah, daughter of King Talmai of Geshur, was third;

				Adonijah son of Haggith was fourth;

				3 Shephatiah, by Abital, was fifth;

				and Ithream, by David's wife Eglah, was 
sixth.

				4 Six sons were born to David in Hebron, 
where he ruled seven years and six months, and he ruled in Jerusalem 33 years.

				5 These sons were born to him in Jerusalem:

				Shimea, Shobab, Nathan, and Solomon. 
These four were born to him by Bath-shua daughter of Ammiel.

				6 David's other sons: Ibhar, Elishua,k 
Eliphelet, 7 Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia, 
8 Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet — nine 
sons.

				9 These were all David's sons, with their sister Tamar, in addition to the sons by his concubines.

				

	

Judah's Kings

				10 Solomon's son was Rehoboam;

				his son was Abijah, his son Asa,

				his son Jehoshaphat, 11 his son Jehoram,l

				his son Ahaziah, his son Joash,

				12 his son Amaziah, his son Azariah,

				his son Jotham, 13 his son Ahaz,

				his son Hezekiah, his son Manasseh,

				14 his son Amon, and his son Josiah.

				15 Josiah's sons:

				Johanan was the firstborn, Jehoiakim 
second,

				Zedekiah third, and Shallum fourth.

				16 Jehoiakim's sons:

				his sons Jeconiah and Zedekiah.  (To understand why Hezekiah and Josiah were two of the most successful kings in the midst of a number of evil kings, see 2Kg #20: Walking Worthy, p. 497; 2Kg #21: Marks of Humility, p. 500; 2Kg #22: A Strength Becomes a Weakness, p. 500; 2Kg #24: Parental Values, p. 502; 2Kg #25: Biblical Renewal, p. 504.)

				

	

David's Line After the Exile

				17 The sons of Jeconiah the captive:

				his sons Shealtiel, 18 Malchiram, Pedaiah, Shenazzar, Jekamiah, Hoshama, and 
Nedabiah.

				19 Pedaiah's sons: Zerubbabel and Shimei.

				Zerubbabel's sons: Meshullam and 
Hananiah, with their sister Shelomith; 20 and five others — Hashubah, Ohel, Berechiah, Hasadiah, and Jushab-hesed.

				21 Hananiah's descendants: Pelatiah, 
Jeshaiah, and the sons of Rephaiah, Arnan, Obadiah, and Shecaniah. m

				22 The son n of Shecaniah: Shemaiah.

				Shemaiah's sons: Hattush, Igal, Bariah, 
Neariah, and Shaphat — six.

				23 Neariah's sons: Elioenai, Hizkiah, and Azrikam — three.

				24 Elioenai's sons: Hodaviah, Eliashib, 
Pelaiah, Akkub, Johanan, Delaiah, and Anani — seven.

				

	

Judah's Descendants

				4 Judah's sons: Perez, Hezron, Carmi, Hur, and Shobal.  (To understand Judah's scandalous behavior, see Gn #60: God's Sovereign Plan, p. 59.)

				2 Reaiah son of Shobal fathered Jahath, and Jahath fathered Ahumai and Lahad.

				These were the families of the Zorathites.

				3 These were Etam's sons: o Jezreel, Ishma, and Idbash, and their sister was named Hazzelelponi.

				4 Penuel fathered Gedor, and Ezer fathered Hushah.

				These were the sons of Hur, Ephrathah's firstborn and the father of Bethlehem:

				5 Ashhur fathered Tekoa and had two wives, Helah and Naarah.

				6 Naarah bore Ahuzzam, Hepher, Temeni, 
and Haahashtari to him. These were Naarah's sons.

				7 Helah's sons: Zereth, Zohar, p and Ethnan. 8 Koz fathered Anub, Zobebah,q and the families of Aharhel son of Harum.

				

				9 Jabez was more honorable than his brothers. His mother named him Jabez and said,"I gave birth to him in pain."

				10 Jabez called out to the God of Israel:"If only You would bless me, extend my border, let Your hand be with me, and keep me from harm, so that I will not cause any pain." r, s And God granted his request.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Encouraging Dedicated Christians

				[image: Getz0396.png]

				#2 When certain individuals distinguish themselves as dedicated Christians within the church, we should recognize and encourage them to continue to serve God faithfully.

				In this extensive list of names in the opening chapters of 1 Chronicles, Jabez is recognized as"more honorable than his brothers" (v. 9). What a tribute and what an encouragement! What is said is a great model. 

				Though the special material blessings for obedience outlined in the Pentateuch are never repeated for believers under the new covenant, the principle that emerges from Jabez's life is certainly verified in the New Testament. We need to honor those who are committed to doing God's will. Furthermore, we should not wait until they pass from this life; they need encouragement in the here and now. 

				The apostles demonstrated this principle when they changed Joseph's name to Barnabas, meaning"Son of Encouragement," due to his generosity. Luke extended honor far beyond Jerusalem by recording this event in the book of Acts in a powerful little paragraph that has impacted countless Christians throughout church history (Ac 4:36-37). Like Jabez, though the story is brief (two short verses for each man), Barnabas stands out as a dedicated man of God, and he was honored for his faithfulness. 

				This raises a question. If your name was changed to reflect your commitment to Christ and His kingdom, what might people call you?  (See Ac #8: Generosity.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can we honor and encourage one another as God says we should without violating the biblical principle against showing favoritism?  (See Rm #23: Sincere Love.)

				

				11 Chelub brother of Shuhah fathered Mehir, who was the father of Eshton. 12 Eshton fathered Beth-rapha, Paseah, and Tehinnah the father of Irnahash. These were the men 
of Recah.

				13 Kenaz's sons: Othniel and Seraiah.

				Othniel's sons: Hathath and Meonothai. t

				14 Meonothai fathered Ophrah,

				and Seraiah fathered Joab, the ancestor of those in the Valley of Craftsmen,u for they 
were craftsmen.

				15 The sons of Caleb son of Jephunneh: Iru, Elah, and Naam.

				Elah's son: Kenaz.

				16 Jehallelel's sons: Ziph, Ziphah, Tiria, and Asarel.

				17 Ezrah's sons: Jether, Mered, Epher, and 
Jalon. Mered's wife Bithiah gave birth to Miriam, Shammai, and Ishbah the father of Eshtemoa. 18 These were the sons of 
Pharaoh's daughter Bithiah; Mered had 
married her. His Judean wife gave birth to Jered the father of Gedor, Heber the father 
of Soco, and Jekuthiel the father of Zanoah. 19 The sons of Hodiah's wife, the sister of Naham: the father of Keilah the Garmite and the father of Eshtemoa the Maacathite.

				20 Shimon's sons: Amnon, Rinnah, Ben-
hanan, and Tilon.

				Ishi's sons: Zoheth and Ben-zoheth.

				

				21 The sons of Shelah son of Judah: Er the father of Lecah, Laadah the father of Mareshah, the families of the guildv of linen workers at Beth-ashbea, 22 Jokim, the men of Cozeba; and Joash and Saraph, who married Moabitesw and returned to Lehem. These names are from ancient records. 23 They were the potters and residents of Netaim and Gederah. They lived there in the service of the king.

				

	

Simeon's Descendants

				24 Simeon's sons: Nemuel, Jamin, Jarib, Zerah, and Shaul;

				25 Shaul's sons: his son Shallum, his son Mibsam, and his son Mishma.

				26 Mishma's sons: his son Hammuel, his son Zaccur, and his son Shimei.

				

				27 Shimei had 16 sons and six daughters, but his brothers did not have many children, so their whole family did not become as numerous as the Judeans. 28 They lived in Beer-sheba, Moladah, Hazar-shual, 29 Bilhah, Ezem, Tolad, 30 Bethuel, Hormah, Ziklag, 31 Beth-marcaboth, Hazar-susim, Beth-biri, and Shaaraim. These were their cities until David became king. 32 Their villages were Etam, Ain, Rimmon, Tochen, and Ashan — five cities, 33 and all their surrounding villages as far as Baal. These were their settlements, and they kept a genealogical record for themselves.

				

				34 Meshobab, Jamlech, Joshah son of 
Amaziah,

				35 Joel, Jehu son of Joshibiah, son of Seraiah, son of Asiel,

				36 Elioenai, Jaakobah, Jeshohaiah, Asaiah, 
Adiel, Jesimiel, Benaiah, 37 and Ziza son of Shiphi, son of Allon, son of Jedaiah, son of Shimri, son of Shemaiah —

				

				38 these mentioned by name were leaders in their families. Their ancestral houses increased greatly. 39 They went to the entrance of Gedor, to the east side of the valley to seek pasture for their flocks. 40 They found rich, good pasture, and the land was broad, peaceful, and quiet, for some Hamites had lived there previously.

				

				41 These who were recorded by name came in the days of King Hezekiah of Judah, attacked the Hamites' tents and the Meunites who were found there, and •set them apart for destruction, as they are today. Then they settled in their place because there was pasture for their flocks. 42 Now 500 men from these sons of Simeon went with Pelatiah, Neariah, Rephaiah, and Uzziel, the sons of Ishi, as their leaders to Mount Seir. 43 They struck down the remnant of the Amalekites who had escaped, and they still live there today.

				

	

Reuben's Descendants

				5 These were the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel. He was the firstborn, but his birthright was given to the sons of Joseph son of Israel, because Reuben defiled his father's bed. He is not listed in the genealogy according to birthright. 2 Although Judah became strong among his brothers and a ruler came from him, the birthright was given to Joseph.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Sin's Consequences
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				#3 Though God cleanses us from all sins through the blood of Jesus Christ, we must understand that we may still suffer some consequences from sins we have committed.

				Reuben's immoral act had serious consequences. Though he was Jacob's firstborn son, which normally entitled him to birthright privileges, he lost this privilege—causing him to bear a burden for the rest of his life. 

				Today, some Christians have committed sins that have consequences that impact them and their children in various ways throughout life. Though God has provided total forgiveness when we confess our sins, we may still reap certain consequences that are directly related to the nature of the sins—those we committed before we became Christians and those we have committed since that day (Gl 6:7-8).  (See 2Sm #10: The Consequences of Sin; Rm #3: Sin's Devastating Results.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the consequences we may face because of past sins, and what can we do to minimize the negative impact of these consequences?  (See Php #10: Progressive Sanctification.)

				

				3 The sons of Reuben, Israel's firstborn:

				Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi.

				4 Joel's sons: his son Shemaiah,

				his son Gog, his son Shimei,

				5 his son Micah, his son Reaiah,

				his son Baal, 6 and his son Beerah.

				

				Beerah was a leader of the Reubenites, and Tiglath-pileser x king of Assyria took him into exile. 7 His relatives by their families as they are recorded in their genealogy:

				

				Jeiel the chief, Zechariah,

				8 and Bela son of Azaz,

				son of Shema, son of Joel.

				

				They settled in Aroer as far as Nebo and Baal-meon. 9 They also settled in the east as far as the edge of the desert that extends to the Euphrates River, because their herds had increased in the land of Gilead. 10 During Saul's reign they waged war against the Hagrites, who were defeated by their power. And they lived in their tents throughout the region east of Gilead.

				

	

Gad's Descendants

				11 The sons of Gad lived next to them in the land of Bashan as far as Salecah:

				12 Joel the chief, Shapham the second in command, Janai, and Shaphat in Bashan.

				13 Their relatives according to their ancestral houses: Michael, Meshullam, Sheba, Jorai, Jacan, Zia, and Eber — seven. 
14 These were the sons of Abihail son of Huri,

				son of Jaroah, son of Gilead,

				son of Michael, son of Jeshishai,

				son of Jahdo, son of Buz.

				15 Ahi son of Abdiel, son of Guni, was head 
of their ancestral houses. 16 They lived in Gilead, in Bashan and its towns, and throughout the pasturelands of Sharon. 
17 All of them were registered in the genealogies during the reigns of Judah's King Jotham and Israel's King Jeroboam.

				

				18 The sons of Reuben and Gad and half the tribe of Manasseh had 44,760 warriors who could serve in the army — men who carried shield and sword, drew the bow, and were trained for war. 19 They waged war against the Hagrites, Jetur, Naphish, and Nodab. 20 They received help against these enemies because they cried out to God in battle, and the Hagrites and all their allies were handed over to them. He granted their request because they trusted in Him.21 They captured the Hagrites' livestock — 50,000 of their camels, 250,000 sheep, and 2,000 donkeys — as well as 100,000 people. 22 Many of the Hagrites were killed because it was God's battle. And they lived there in the Hagrites' place until the exile.

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual Warfare
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				#4 To be successful in our spiritual battles with Satan, we must put on the full armor of God, which includes prayer.

				Warfare was a part of life in the Old Testament story. It was impossible for God's land promise to Abraham to be fulfilled apart from human conflict. God also used His chosen people to be the means to bring judgment on those who were devoted to horrible crimes against humanity, including child sacrifice to pagan gods. 

				Victory in these battles was not guaranteed. In this instance, God gave the Reubenites, Gadites, and Manassites victory over their pagan enemies because they"cried out" to Him (v. 20). The chronicler stated clearly,"it was God's battle" (v. 22). 

				As Christ-followers who live under the new covenant, our main battles are"not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the world powers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavens" (Eph 6:12). Just as Israel was successful in the flesh and blood battles because God answered prayer, so we can be successful in our spiritual battles by putting on"the full armor of God," which certainly includes prayer (Eph 6:11,18).  (See Ps #128: God's Strength.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important for Christians to distinguish between physical warfare in the Old Testament and spiritual warfare in the New Testament?

				

				

	

Half the Tribe of Manasseh

				23 The sons of half the tribe of Manasseh settled in the land from Bashan to Baal-hermon (that is, Senir or Mount Hermon); they were numerous. 24 These were the heads of their ancestral houses: Epher, Ishi, Eliel, Azriel, Jeremiah, Hodaviah, and Jahdiel. They were brave warriors, famous men, and heads of their ancestral houses. 25 But they were unfaithful to the God of their ancestors. They prostituted themselves with the gods of the nationsy God had destroyed before them. 26 So the God of Israel put it into the mind of Pul (that is, Tiglath-pileser z) king of Assyria to take the Reubenites, Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh into exile. He took them to Halah, Habor, Hara, and Gozan's river, where they are until today.

				

	

The Levites

				6aa Levi's sons: Gershom, Kohath, and Merari.

				2 Kohath's sons: Amram, Izhar, Hebron,
 and Uzziel.

				3 Amram's children: Aaron, Moses, and Miriam.

				Aaron's sons: Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.

				4 Eleazar fathered Phinehas;

				Phinehas fathered Abishua;

				5 Abishua fathered Bukki;

				Bukki fathered Uzzi;

				6 Uzzi fathered Zerahiah;

				Zerahiah fathered Meraioth;

				7 Meraioth fathered Amariah;

				Amariah fathered Ahitub;

				8 Ahitub fathered Zadok;

				Zadok fathered Ahimaaz;

				9 Ahimaaz fathered Azariah;

				Azariah fathered Johanan;

				10 Johanan fathered Azariah, who served as priest in the temple that Solomon built in Jerusalem;

				11 Azariah fathered Amariah;

				Amariah fathered Ahitub;

				12 Ahitub fathered Zadok;

				Zadok fathered Shallum;

				13 Shallum fathered Hilkiah;

				Hilkiah fathered Azariah;

				14 Azariah fathered Seraiah;

				and Seraiah fathered Jehozadak.

				15 Jehozadak went into exile when the Lord sent Judah and Jerusalem into exile at the hands of Nebuchadnezzar.

				

				16 ab Levi's sons: Gershom, Kohath, and Merari.

				17 These are the names of Gershom's sons: Libni and Shimei.

				18 Kohath's sons: Amram, Izhar, Hebron and Uzziel.

				19 Merari's sons: Mahli and Mushi.

				These are the Levites' families according to their fathers:

				20 Of Gershom: his son Libni,

				his son Jahath, his son Zimmah,

				21 his son Joah, his son Iddo,

				his son Zerah, and his son Jeatherai.

				22 Kohath's sons: his son Amminadab,

				his son Korah, his son Assir,

				23 his son Elkanah, his son Ebiasaph,

				his son Assir, 24 his son Tahath,

				his son Uriel, his son Uzziah,

				and his son Shaul.

				25 Elkanah's sons: Amasai and Ahimoth,

				26 his son Elkanah, his son Zophai,

				his son Nahath, 27 his son Eliab,

				his son Jeroham, and his son Elkanah.

				28 Samuel's sons: his firstborn Joel, ac

				and his second son Abijah.  (See 1Sm #14: Parental Disappointments.)

				29 Merari's sons: Mahli, his son Libni,

				his son Shimei, his son Uzzah,

				30 his son Shimea, his son Haggiah,

				and his son Asaiah.

				

	

The Musicians

				31 These are the men David put in charge of the music in the Lord's temple after the ark came to rest there. 32 They ministered with song in front of the tabernacle, the tent of meeting, until Solomon built the Lord's temple in Jerusalem, and they performed their task according to the regulations given to them.  (See 2Ch #27: Worship and Music.)  33 These are the men who served with their sons.

				

				From the Kohathites: Heman the singer,

				son of Joel, son of Samuel,

				34 son of Elkanah, son of Jeroham,

				son of Eliel, son of Toah,

				35 son of Zuph, son of Elkanah,

				son of Mahath, son of Amasai,

				36 son of Elkanah, son of Joel,

				son of Azariah, son of Zephaniah,

				37 son of Tahath, son of Assir,

				son of Ebiasaph, son of Korah,

				38 son of Izhar, son of Kohath,

				son of Levi, son of Israel.

				

				39 Heman's relative was •Asaph, who stood at his right hand:

				Asaph son of Berechiah, son of Shimea,

				40 son of Michael, son of Baaseiah,

				son of Malchijah, 41 son of Ethni,

				son of Zerah, son of Adaiah,

				42 son of Ethan, son of Zimmah,

				son of Shimei, 43 son of Jahath,

				son of Gershom, son of Levi.

				

				44 On the left, their relatives were Merari's sons:

				Ethan son of Kishi, son of Abdi,

				son of Malluch, 45 son of Hashabiah,

				son of Amaziah, son of Hilkiah,

				46 son of Amzi, son of Bani,

				son of Shemer, 47 son of Mahli,

				son of Mushi, son of Merari,

				son of Levi.

				

	

Aaron's Descendants

				48 Their relatives, the Levites, were assigned to all the service of the tabernacle, God's temple. 49 But Aaron and his sons did all the work of the most holy place. They presented the offerings on the altar of •burnt offerings and on the altar of incense to make atonement for Israel according to all that Moses the servant of God had commanded.

				

				50 These are Aaron's sons: his son Eleazar,

				his son Phinehas, his son Abishua,

				51 his son Bukki, his son Uzzi,

				his son Zerahiah, 52 his son Meraioth,

				his son Amariah, his son Ahitub,

				53 his son Zadok, and his son Ahimaaz.

				

				

	

The Settlements of the Levites

				54 These were the places assigned to Aaron's sons from the Kohathite family for their settlements in their territory, because the first lot was for them. 55 They were given Hebron in the land of Judah and its surrounding pasturelands, 56 but the fields and villages around the city were given to Caleb son of Jephunneh.  (To understand more fully how God honored Caleb's faithfulness, see Jos #21: Rewards for Faithfulness, p. 287.)  57 Aaron's sons were given:

				

				Hebron (a city of refuge), Libnah and its pasturelands, Jattir, Eshtemoa and its pasturelands, 58 Hilen ad and its pasturelands, Debir and its pasturelands, 59 Ashan and its pasturelands, and Beth-shemesh and its pasturelands. 60 From the tribe of Benjamin they were given Geba and its pasturelands, Alemeth and its pasturelands, and Anathoth and its pasturelands. They had 13 towns in all among their families.

				

				61 To the rest of the Kohathites, 10 towns from half the tribe of Manasseh were assigned by lot.

				62 The Gershomites were assigned 13 towns from the tribes of Issachar, Asher, Naphtali, and Manasseh in Bashan according to their families.

				63 The Merarites were assigned by lot 12 towns from the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Zebulun according to their families. 64 So the Israelites gave these towns and their pasturelands to the Levites. 65 They assigned by lot the towns named above from the tribes of the Judahites, Simeonites, and Benjaminites.

				66 Some of the families of the Kohathites were given towns from the tribe of Ephraim for their territory:

				

				67 Shechem (a city of refuge) with its pasturelands in the hill country of Ephraim, Gezer and its pasturelands, 68 Jokmeam and its pasturelands, Beth-horon and its pasturelands, 69 Aijalon and its pasturelands, and Gath-rimmon and its pasturelands. 70 From half the tribe of Manasseh, Aner and its pasturelands, and Bileam and its pasturelands were given to the rest of the families of the Kohathites.

				

				71 The Gershomites received:

				

				Golan in Bashan and its pasturelands, and Ashtaroth and its pasturelands from the families of half the tribe of Manasseh. 72 From the tribe of Issachar they received Kedesh and its pasturelands, Daberath and its pasturelands, 73 Ramoth and its pasturelands, and Anem and its pasturelands. 74 From the tribe of Asher they received Mashal and its pasturelands, Abdon and its pasturelands, 75 Hukok and its pasturelands, and Rehob and its pasturelands. 76 From the tribe of Naphtali they received Kedesh in Galilee and its pasturelands, Hammon and its pasturelands, and Kiriathaim and its pasturelands.

				

				77 The rest of the Merarites received:

				

				From the tribe of Zebulun they received Rimmono and its pasturelands and Tabor and its pasturelands. 78 From the tribe of Reuben across the Jordan at Jericho, to the east of the Jordan, they received Bezer in the desert and its pasturelands, Jahzah and its pasturelands, 79 Kedemoth and its pasturelands, and Mephaath and its pasturelands. 80 From the tribe of Gad they received Ramoth in Gilead and its pasturelands, Mahanaim and its pasturelands, 81 Heshbon and its pasturelands, and Jazer and its pasturelands.

				

	

Issachar's Descendants

				7 Issachar's sons: Tola, Puah, Jashub, and Shimron — four.

				2 Tola's sons: Uzzi, Rephaiah, Jeriel, Jahmai, Ibsam, and Shemuel, the heads of 
their ancestral houses. During David's reign, 22,600 descendants of Tola were recorded as warriors in their genealogies.

				3 Uzzi's son: Izrahiah.

				Izrahiah's sons: Michael, Obadiah, Joel, Isshiah. All five of them were chiefs. 
4 Along with them, they had 36,000 troops for battle according to the genealogical records of their ancestral houses, for they had many wives and children. 5 Their tribesmen who were warriors belonging to 
all the families of Issachar totaled 87,000 
in their genealogies.

				

	

Benjamin's Descendants

				6 Three of Benjamin's sons: Bela, Becher, and Jediael.

				7 Bela's sons: Ezbon, Uzzi, Uzziel, Jerimoth, and Iri — five. They were warriors and heads of their ancestral houses; 22,034 were listed 
in their genealogies.

				8 Becher's sons: Zemirah, Joash, Eliezer, Elioenai, Omri, Jeremoth, Abijah, Anathoth, and Alemeth; all these were Becher's 
sons. 9 Their genealogies were recorded according to the heads of their ancestral houses — 20,200 warriors.

				10 Jediael's son: Bilhan.

				Bilhan's sons: Jeush, Benjamin, Ehud, Chenaanah, Zethan, Tarshish, and 
Ahishahar. 11 All these sons of Jediael listed by heads of families were warriors; there were 17,200 who could serve in the army. 12 Shuppim and Huppim were sons of Ir, 
and the Hushim were the sons of Aher.

				

	

Naphtali's Descendants

				13 Naphtali's sons: Jahziel, Guni, Jezer, and Shallum — Bilhah's sons.

				

	

Manasseh's Descendants

				14 Manasseh's sons through his Aramean concubine: Asriel and Machir the father of Gilead. 15 Machir took wives from Huppim 
and Shuppim. The name of his sister was Maacah. Another descendant was named Zelophehad, but he had only daughters.

				16 Machir's wife Maacah gave birth to a son, 
and she named him Peresh. His brother was named Sheresh, and his sons were Ulam and Rekem.

				17 Ulam's son: Bedan. These were the sons of Gilead son of Machir, son of Manasseh. 18 His sister Hammolecheth gave birth to Ishhod, Abiezer, and Mahlah.

				19 Shemida's sons: Ahian, Shechem, Likhi, 
and Aniam.

				

	

Ephraim's Descendants

				20 Ephraim's sons: Shuthelah, and his son Bered,

				his son Tahath, his son Eleadah,

				his son Tahath, 21 his son Zabad,

				his son Shuthelah, also Ezer, and Elead.

				

				The men of Gath, born in the land, killed them because they went down to raid their cattle. 22 Their father Ephraim mourned a long time, and his relativesae came to comfort him. 23 He slept with his wife, and she conceived and gave birth to a son. So he named him Beriah, because there had been misfortune in his home. 24 His daughter was Sheerah, who built Lower and Upper Beth-horon and Uzzen-sheerah,

				

				25 his son Rephah, his son Resheph,

				his son Telah, his son Tahan,

				26 his son Ladan, his son Ammihud,

				his son Elishama, 27 his son Nun,

				and his son Joshua. (To understand more fully Joshua's role in becoming Moses' successor, see Nm #20: Majority Resentment; Nm #36: Leadership Succession.)

				

				28 Their holdings and settlements were Bethel and its villages; Naaran to the east, Gezer and its villages to the west, and Shechem and its villages as far as Ayyah and its villages, 29 and along the borders of the sons of Manasseh, Beth-shean and its villages, Taanach and its villages, Megiddo and its villages, and Dor and its villages. The sons of Joseph son of Israel lived in these towns.

				

	

Asher's Descendants

				30 Asher's sons: Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, and Beriah, with their sister Serah.

				31 Beriah's sons: Heber, and Malchiel, who fathered Birzaith.

				32 Heber fathered Japhlet, Shomer, and Hotham, with their sister Shua.

				33 Japhlet's sons: Pasach, Bimhal, and Ashvath. These were Japhlet's sons.

				34 Shemer's sons: Ahi, Rohgah, Hubbah, and Aram.

				35 His brother Helem's sons: Zophah, Imna, Shelesh, and Amal.

				36 Zophah's sons: Suah, Harnepher, Shual, Beri, Imrah, 37 Bezer, Hod, Shamma, Shilshah, Ithran, and Beera.

				38 Jether's sons: Jephunneh, Pispa, and Ara.

				39 Ulla's sons: Arah, Hanniel, and Rizia.

				40 All these were Asher's sons. They were the heads of their ancestral houses, chosen men, warriors, and chiefs among the leaders. The number of men listed in their genealogies for military service was 26,000.

				

	

Benjamin's Descendants

				8 Benjamin fathered Bela, his firstborn; Ashbel was born second, Aharah third, 2 Nohah fourth, and Rapha fifth.

				3 Bela's sons: Addar, Gera, Abihud, 4 Abishua, Naaman, Ahoah, 5 Gera, Shephuphan, and Huram.

				6 These were Ehud's sons, who were the 
heads of the families living in Geba and 
who were deported to Manahath: 7 Naaman, Ahijah, and Gera. Gera deported them and 
was the father of Uzza and Ahihud.

				8 Shaharaim had sons in the country of 
Moab after he had divorced his wives 
Hushim and Baara. 9 His sons by his wife Hodesh: Jobab, Zibia, Mesha, Malcam, 
10 Jeuz, Sachia, and Mirmah. These were his sons, heads of families. 11 He also had sons by Hushim: Abitub and Elpaal.

				12 Elpaal's sons: Eber, Misham, and Shemed who built Ono and Lod and its villages, 

				13 Beriah and Shema, who were the heads of families of Aijalon's residents and who drove out the residents of Gath, 14 Ahio, af Shashak, and Jeremoth.

				15 Zebadiah, Arad, Eder, 16 Michael, Ishpah, 
and Joha were Beriah's sons.

				17 Zebadiah, Meshullam, Hizki, Heber, 18 Ishmerai, Izliah, and Jobab were Elpaal's 
sons.

				19 Jakim, Zichri, Zabdi, 20 Elienai, Zillethai, Eliel, 21 Adaiah, Beraiah, and Shimrath were Shimei's sons.

				22 Ishpan, Eber, Eliel, 23 Abdon, Zichri, Hanan, 24 Hananiah, Elam, Anthothijah,
25 Iphdeiah, and Penuel were Shashak's sons.

				26 Shamsherai, Shehariah, Athaliah, 27 Jaareshiah, Elijah, and Zichri were Jeroham's sons.

				28 These were heads of families, chiefs according to their genealogies, and lived in Jerusalem.

				

				29 Jeiel ag fathered Gibeon and lived in Gibeon. His wife's name was Maacah. 30 Abdon was his firstborn son, then Zur, Kish, Baal, 
Nadab, 31 Gedor, Ahio, Zecher, 32 and Mikloth who fathered Shimeah. These also lived opposite their relatives in Jerusalem, with 
their other relatives.

				33 Ner fathered Kish, Kish fathered Saul, 
and Saul fathered Jonathan, Malchishua, Abinadab, and Esh-baal.

				34 Jonathan's son was Merib-baal, and 
Merib-baal fathered Micah.

				35 Micah's sons: Pithon, Melech, Tarea, and Ahaz.

				36 Ahaz fathered Jehoaddah, Jehoaddah fathered Alemeth, Azmaveth, and Zimri, and Zimri fathered Moza.

				37 Moza fathered Binea. His son was Raphah, his son Elasah, and his son Azel.

				38 Azel had six sons, and these were their names: Azrikam, Bocheru, Ishmael, Sheariah, Obadiah, and Hanan. All these were Azel's sons.

				39 His brother Eshek's sons: Ulam was his firstborn, Jeush second, and Eliphelet third.

				40 Ulam's sons were warriors and archers.ah They had many sons and grandsons — 150 
of them.

				All these were among Benjamin's sons.

				

	

After the Exile

				9 All Israel was registered in the genealogies that are written in the Book of the Kings of Israel. But Judah was exiled to Babylon because of their unfaithfulness. 2 The first to live in their towns on their own property again were Israelites, priests, Levites, and temple servants.

				

				3 These people from the descendants of 
Judah, Benjamin, Ephraim, and Manasseh settled in Jerusalem:

				4 Uthai son of Ammihud, son of Omri, son of Imri, son of Bani, a descendantai of Perez son of Judah;

				5 from the Shilonites:

				Asaiah the firstborn and his sons;

				6 and from the sons of Zerah:

				Jeuel and 690 of their relatives.

				

				7 The Benjaminites: Sallu son of Meshullam, son of Hodaviah, son of Hassenuah;

				8 Ibneiah son of Jeroham;

				Elah son of Uzzi, son of Michri;

				Meshullam son of Shephatiah, son of Reuel, son of Ibnijah;

				9 and 956 of their relatives according to their genealogical records. All these men were 
heads of their ancestral houses.

				

				10 The priests: Jedaiah; Jehoiarib; Jachin;

				11 Azariah son of Hilkiah, son of Meshullam, son of Zadok, son of Meraioth, son of 
Ahitub, the chief official of God's temple;

				12 Adaiah son of Jeroham, son of Pashhur, 
son of Malchijah;

				Maasai son of Adiel, son of Jahzerah, son 
of Meshullam, son of Meshillemith, son of Immer;

				13 and 1,760 of their relatives, the heads 
of households. They were capable men employed in the ministry of God's temple.

				

				14 The Levites: Shemaiah son of Hasshub, 
son of Azrikam, son of Hashabiah of the Merarites;

				15 Bakbakkar, Heresh, Galal, and Mattaniah, 
son of Mica, son of Zichri, son of •Asaph;

				16 Obadiah son of Shemaiah, son of Galal, 
son of Jeduthun;

				and Berechiah son of Asa, son of 
Elkanah who lived in the villages of the Netophathites.

				

				17 The gatekeepers: Shallum, Akkub, Talmon, Ahiman, and their relatives.

				Shallum was their chief; 18 he was previously stationed at the King's Gate on the east side. These were the gatekeepers from the camp of the Levites.

				19 Shallum son of Kore, son of Ebiasaph, son of Korah and his relatives from his ancestral household, the Korahites, were assigned to guard the thresholds of the tent. Their ancestors had been assigned to the Lord's camp as guardians of the entrance. 20 In earlier times Phinehas son of Eleazar had been their leader, and the Lord was with him. 21 Zechariah son of Meshelemiah was the gatekeeper at the entrance to the tent of meeting.

				

				22 The total number of those chosen to be gatekeepers at the thresholds was 212. They were registered by genealogy in their villages. David and Samuel the seer had appointed them to their trusted positions. 23 So they and their sons were assigned to the gates of the Lord's temple, which had been the tent-temple. 24 The gatekeepers were on the four sides: east, west, north, and south. 25 Their relatives came from their villages at fixed times to be with them seven days, 26 but the four chief gatekeepers, who were Levites, were entrusted with the rooms and the treasuries of God's temple. 27 They spent the night in the vicinity of God's temple, because they had guard duty and were in charge of opening it every morning.

				28 Some of them were in charge of the utensils used in worship. They would count them when they brought them in and when they took them out. 29 Others were put in charge of the furnishings and all the utensils of the sanctuary, as well as the fine flour, wine, oil, incense, and spices. 30 Some of the priests' sons mixed the spices. 31 A Levite called Mattithiah, the firstborn of Shallum the Korahite, was entrusted with baking the bread.aj 32 Some of the Kohathites' relatives were responsible for preparing the rows of the •bread of the Presence every Sabbath.

				33 The singers, the heads of the Levite families, stayed in the temple chambers and were exempt from other tasks because they were on duty day and night. 34 These were the heads of the Levite families, chiefs according to their genealogies, and lived in Jerusalem.

				

	

Saul's Family

				35 Jeiel fathered Gibeon and lived in 
Gibeon. His wife's name was Maacah. 36 Abdon was his firstborn son, then 
Zur, Kish, Baal, Ner, Nadab, 37 Gedor, 
Ahio, Zechariah, and Mikloth. 38 Mikloth fathered Shimeam. These also lived 
opposite their relatives in Jerusalem with their other relatives.

				39 Ner fathered Kish, Kish fathered Saul, 
and Saul fathered Jonathan, Malchishua, 
Abinadab, and Esh-baal. (To understand Saul's failures as king, see 1Sm #23: Self-Justification; 1Sm #25: Prideful Behavior; 1Sm #32: Self-Destructive Behavior; 1Sm #38: Selfish Motives; 1Sm #39: False Repentance.)

				40 Jonathan's son was Merib-baal, and Merib-baal fathered Micah.

				41 Micah's sons: Pithon, Melech, Tahrea, and Ahaz. ak

				42 Ahaz fathered Jarah;

				Jarah fathered Alemeth, Azmaveth, and 
Zimri;

				Zimri fathered Moza.

				43 Moza fathered Binea.

				His son was Rephaiah, his son Elasah, and 
his son Azel.

				44 Azel had six sons, and these were 
their names: Azrikam, Bocheru, Ishmael, Sheariah, Obadiah, and Hanan. These were Azel's sons.

				A Principle to Live By - The Book of Life

				[image: Getz0399.png]

				#5 If we have sincerely received the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, we can be assured that our names will never be erased from God's Book of Life.

				When the chronicler wrote the first nine chapters of this first book, he listed hundreds of names, which illustrate that God's plan of salvation is about people—individuals He knows by name. When we are saved, we are saved as individuals, and our names appear in another book, the Lamb's Book of Life. If we're truly saved, we can be sure we'll be listed in that eternal book forever. Jesus addressed those who had clothed themselves with Christ's righteousness with these reassuring words:

				In the same way, the victor will be dressed in white clothes, and I will never erase his name from the book of life but will acknowledge his name before My Father and before His angels. (Rv 3:5)  (See Rv #7: The True Gospel.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can each one of us—whether Jew or Gentile—be sure our names are written in the Book of Life?  (See Jn #2: The Deity of Christ.)

				

				

	

The Deaths of Saul and His Sons

				10 The Philistines fought against Israel, and Israel's men fled from them and were killed on Mount Gilboa. 2 The Philistines pursued Saul and his sons and killed Saul's sons Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malchishua. 3 When the battle intensified against Saul, the archers found him and severely wounded him. 4 Then Saul said to his armor-bearer,"Draw your sword and run me through with it, or these uncircumcised men will come and torture me!" But his armor-bearer wouldn't do it because he was terrified. Then Saul took his sword and fell on it. 5 When his armor-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he also fell on his own sword and died. 6 So Saul and his three sons died — his whole house died together.

				7 When all the men of Israel in the valley saw that the army had fled and that Saul and his sons were dead, they abandoned their cities and fled. So the Philistines came and settled in them.

				8 The next day when the Philistines came to strip the slain, they found Saul and his sons dead on Mount Gilboa. 9 They stripped Saul, cut off his head, took his armor, and sent messengers throughout the land of the Philistines to spread the good news to their idols and their people. 10 Then they put his armor in the temple of their gods and hung his skull in the temple of Dagon.

				11 When all Jabesh-gilead heard of everything the Philistines had done to Saul, 12 all their brave men set out and retrieved the body of Saul and the bodies of his sons and brought them to Jabesh. They buried their bones under the oakal in Jabesh and fasted seven days.

				13 Saul died for his unfaithfulness to the Lord because he did not keep the Lord's word. He even consulted a medium for guidance,14 but he did not inquire of the Lord. So the Lord put him to death and turned the kingdom over to David son of Jesse.

				A Principle to Live By - Abusing God's Grace

				[image: Getz0400.png]

				#6 God's grace is immeasurable, but we are not to abuse that grace by engaging in deliberate 
sin.

				Though the author of 1 Samuel recorded Saul's death on Mount Gilboa, he made no reference to the Lord's reason for putting him to death (1Sm 31:1-6; 1Ch 10:13-14). The chronicler made it clear it was because of Saul's flagrant disobedience and persistent unfaithfulness to God. 

				As we reflect on this tragic story, we must not forget that God allowed Saul to serve as king for 40 years in spite of his spiritual deterioration. Even though the Lord had rejected him early in his career, He gave him many years to get his spiritual life in order. Though there were brief moments when he acknowledged his sin, he always regressed in his relationship with God. 

				In the New Testament, we see the same wonderful grace and patience on the part of our heavenly Father. As with Saul, the Lord loves us enough to discipline us when we sin (Heb 12:5-11). It was very rare, but some believers were so persistently guilty of flagrant sin that God allowed them to get sick or even die. Some of the Corinthians had so abused the Lord's Supper—overeating, getting drunk, and probably committing immoral acts—that Paul wrote,

				This is why many are sick and ill among you, and many have fallen asleep. (1Co 11:30)  (See Mk #3: Physical Healing.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we as Christians live our lives free from fear regarding this kind of extreme discipline?

				

				

	

David's Anointing as King

				11 All Israel came together to David at Hebron and said,"Here we are, your own flesh and blood.am 2 Even when Saul was king, you led us out to battle and brought us back. The Lord your God also said to you, 'You will shepherd My people Israel and be ruler over My people Israel.'"

				3 So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron. David made a covenant with them at Hebron in the Lord's presence, and they anointed David king over Israel, in keeping with the Lord's word through Samuel.  (See  1Sm #26: Determining Heart Attitudes.)

				

	

David's Capture of Jerusalem

				4 David and all Israel marched to Jerusalem (that is, Jebus); the Jebusites who inhabited the land were there. 5 The inhabitants of Jebus said to David,"You will never get in here." Yet David did capture the stronghold of •Zion, that is, the city of David.

				6 David said,"Whoever is the first to kill a Jebusite will become chief commander." Joab son of Zeruiah went up first, so he became the chief.

				7 Then David took up residence in the stronghold; therefore, it was called the city of David. 8 He built up the city all the way around, from the supporting terraces to the surrounding parts, and Joab restored the rest of the city. 9 David steadily grew more powerful, and the Lord of •Hosts was with him.

				

	

Exploits of David's Warriors

				10 The following were the chiefs of David's warriors who, together with all Israel, strongly supported him in his reign to make him king according to the Lord's word about Israel. 11 This is the list of David's warriors:

				Jashobeam son of Hachmoni was chief of the Thirty; an he wielded his spear against 300 and killed them at one time.

				12 After him, Eleazar son of Dodo the Ahohite was one of the three warriors. 13 He was with David at Pas-dammim when the Philistines had gathered there for battle. There was a portion of a field full of barley, where the troops had fled from the Philistines. 14 But Eleazar and Davidao took their stand in the middle of the field and defended it. They killed the Philistines, and the Lord gave them a great victory.

				15 Three of the 30 chief men went down to David, to the rock at the cave of Adullam, while the Philistine army was encamped in the Valley of Rephaim.16 At that time David was in the stronghold, and a Philistine garrison was at Bethlehem. 17 David was extremely thirstyap and said,"If only someone would bring me water to drink from the well at the city gate of Bethlehem!" 18 So the Three broke through the Philistine camp and drew water from the well at the gate of Bethlehem. They brought it back to David, but he refused to drink it. Instead, he poured it out to the Lord. 19 David said,"I would never do such a thing in the presence of God! How can I drink the blood of these men who risked their lives?" For they brought it at the risk of their lives. So he would not drink it. Such were the exploits of the three warriors.

				A Principle to Live By - An Unselfish Heart
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				#7 In our relationships with fellow Christians, we must be cautious never to take advantage of others in order to meet our own needs.

				Years before, when Samuel came to Bethlehem to anoint someone to eventually replace Saul as king, he was impressed with Jesse's son Eliab, probably because he was taller than the others. However, God gave Samuel some very specific instructions:

				Do not look at his appearance or his stature, because I have rejected him. Man does not see what the Lord sees, for man sees what is visible, but the Lord sees the heart. (1Sm 16:7)

				God chose David because of what was in his heart, and the chronicler gave us some glimpses into David's heart—what God saw when He chose him as king of Israel. Here we see one of those characteristics: an unselfish spirit. When three of his mighty warriors risked their lives to get him a flask of water from the well in Bethlehem, his hometown, he turned it down. He refused to fulfill his selfish desire when his fellow soldiers could not enjoy the same experience. 

				This is a quality that God wants all of us to emulate, as demonstrated beyond measure by the One far greater than David, the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul wrote,

				Do nothing out of rivalry or conceit, but in humility consider others as more important than yourselves. Everyone should look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. Make your own attitude that of Christ Jesus. (Php 2:3-5)  (See Php #5: Mutual Support.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we make our needs and even our desires known without allowing selfish motives to become a means of manipulating our fellow Christians?

				

				20 Abishai, Joab's brother, was the leader of the Three. aq He raised his spear against 300 men and killed them, gaining a reputation among the Three. 21 He was more honored than the Three and became their commander even though he did not become one of the Three.

				22 Benaiah son of Jehoiada was the son of a brave manar from Kabzeel, a man of many exploits. Benaiah killed two sons of Ariel of Moab,as and he went down into a pit on a snowy day and killed a lion. 23 He also killed an Egyptian who was seven and a half feet tall.at Even though the Egyptian had a spear in his hand like a weaver's beam, Benaiah went down to him with a club, snatched the spear out of the Egyptian's hand, and then killed him with his own spear. 24 These were the exploits of Benaiah son of Jehoiada, who had a reputation among the three warriors. 25 He was the most honored of the Thirty, but he did not become one of the Three. David put him in charge of his bodyguard.

				26 The fighting men were:

				

				Joab's brother Asahel,

				Elhanan son of Dodo of Bethlehem,

				27 Shammoth the Harorite,

				Helez the Pelonite,

				28 Ira son of Ikkesh the Tekoite,

				Abiezer the Anathothite,

				29 Sibbecai the Hushathite,

				Ilai the Ahohite,

				30 Maharai the Netophathite,

				Heled son of Baanah the Netophathite,

				31 Ithai son of Ribai from Gibeah of the Benjaminites,

				Benaiah the Pirathonite,

				32 Hurai from the •wadis of Gaash,

				Abiel the Arbathite,

				33 Azmaveth the Baharumite,

				Eliahba the Shaalbonite,

				34 the sons of au Hashem the Gizonite,

				Jonathan son of Shagee the Hararite,

				35 Ahiam son of Sachar the Hararite,

				Eliphal son of Ur,

				36 Hepher the Mecherathite,

				Ahijah the Pelonite,

				37 Hezro the Carmelite,

				Naarai son of Ezbai,

				38 Joel the brother of Nathan,

				Mibhar son of Hagri,

				39 Zelek the Ammonite,

				Naharai the Beerothite, the armor-bearer for Joab son of Zeruiah,

				40 Ira the Ithrite,

				Gareb the Ithrite,

				41 Uriah the Hittite,  (To understand David's tragic moral failure involving Uriahs's wife, Bathsheba, see 2Sm #6: Vulnerability to Temptation; 2Sm #7: From Temptation to Sin; 2Sm #8: Ongoing Moral Failure.)

				Zabad son of Ahlai,

				42 Adina son of Shiza the Reubenite, chief of the Reubenites, and 30 with him,

				43 Hanan son of Maacah,

				Joshaphat the Mithnite,

				44 Uzzia the Ashterathite,

				Shama and Jeiel the sons of Hotham the Aroerite,

				45 Jediael son of Shimri and his brother Joha the Tizite,

				46 Eliel the Mahavite,

				Jeribai and Joshaviah, the sons of Elnaam,

				Ithmah the Moabite,

				47 Eliel, Obed, and Jaasiel the Mezobaite.

				

	

David's First Supporters

				12 The following were the men who came to David at Ziklag while he was still banned from the presence of Saul son of Kish. They were among the warriors who helped him in battle. 2 They were archers who could use either the right or left hand, both to sling stones and shoot arrows from a bow. They were Saul's relatives from Benjamin:

				

				3 Their chief was Ahiezer son of Shemaah 
the Gibeathite.

				Then there was his brother Joash;

				Jeziel and Pelet sons of Azmaveth;

				Beracah, Jehu the Anathothite;

				4 Ishmaiah the Gibeonite, a warrior among 
the Thirty and a leader over the Thirty;

				 av Jeremiah, Jahaziel, Johanan, Jozabad the Gederathite;

				5 Eluzai, Jerimoth, Bealiah, Shemariah, Shephatiah the Haruphite;

				6 Elkanah, Isshiah, Azarel, Joezer, and Jashobeam, the Korahites;

				7 and Joelah and Zebadiah, the sons of 
Jeroham from Gedor.

				

				8 Some Gadites defected to David at his stronghold in the desert. They were fighting men, trained for battle, expert with shield and spear. Their faces were like the faces of lions, and they were as swift as gazelles on the mountains.

				

				9 Ezer was the chief, Obadiah second, Eliab third,

				10 Mishmannah fourth, Jeremiah fifth,

				11 Attai sixth, Eliel seventh,

				12 Johanan eighth, Elzabad ninth,

				13 Jeremiah tenth, and Machbannai eleventh.

				

				14 These Gadites were army commanders; the least of them was a match for a hundred, and the greatest of them for a thousand. 15 These are the men who crossed the Jordan in the first month when it was overflowing all its banks, and put to flight all those in the valleys to the east and to the west.

				16 Other Benjaminites and men from Judah also went to David at the stronghold. 17 David went out to meet them and said to them,"If you have come in peace to help me, my heart will be united with you, but if you have come to betray me to my enemies even though my hands have done no wrong, may the God of our ancestors look on it and judge."

				18 Then the Spirit took control ofaw Amasai, chief of the Thirty, and he said:

				

				We are yours, David,

				we are with you, son of Jesse!

				Peace, peace to you,

				and peace to him who helps you,

				for your God helps you.

				

				So David received them and made them leaders of his troops.

				19 Some Manassites defected to David when he went with the Philistines to fight against Saul. However, they did not help the Philistines because the Philistine rulers sent David away after a discussion. They said,"It will be our heads if he defects to his master Saul." 20 When David went to Ziklag, some men from Manasseh defected to him: Adnah, Jozabad, Jediael, Michael, Jozabad, Elihu, and Zillethai, chiefs of thousands in Manasseh. 21 They helped David against the raiders, for they were all brave warriors and commanders in the army. 22 At that time, men came day after day to help David until there was a great army, like an army of God.ax

				

	

David's Soldiers in Hebron

				23 The numbers of the armed troops who came to David at Hebron to turn Saul's kingdom over to him, according to the Lord's word, were as follows:

				

				24 From the Judahites: 6,800 armed troops bearing shields and spears.

				25 From the Simeonites: 7,100 brave warriors ready for war.

				26 From the Levites: 4,600 27 in addition to Jehoiada, leader of the house of Aaron, with 3,700 men; 28 and Zadok, a young brave warrior, with 22 commanders from his own ancestral house.

				29 From the Benjaminites, the relatives of Saul: 3,000 (up to that time the majority of the Benjaminites maintained their allegiance to the house of Saul).

				30 From the Ephraimites: 20,800 brave warriors who were famous men in their ancestral houses.

				31 From half the tribe of Manasseh: 18,000 designated by name to come and make David king.

				32 From the Issacharites, who understood the times and knew what Israel should do: 200 chiefs with all their relatives under their command.

				33 From Zebulun: 50,000 who could serve in the army, trained for battle with all kinds of weapons of war, with one purpose to help David. ay

				34 From Naphtali: 1,000 commanders accompanied by 37,000 men with shield and spear.

				35 From the Danites: 28,600 trained for battle.

				36 From Asher: 40,000 who could serve in the army, trained for battle.

				37 From across the Jordan — from the Reubenites, Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh: 120,000 men equipped with all the military weapons of war.

				

				38 All these warriors, lined up in battle formation, came to Hebron fully determined to make David king over all Israel. All the rest of Israel was also of one mind to make David king. 39 They spent three days there eating and drinking with David, for their relatives had provided for them. 40 In addition, their neighbors from as far away as Issachar, Zebulun, and Naphtali came and brought food on donkeys, camels, mules, and oxen — abundant provisions of flour, fig cakes, raisins, wine and oil, oxen, and sheep. Indeed, there was joy in Israel.

				

	

David and the Ark

				13 David consulted with all his leaders, the commanders of hundreds and of thousands. 2 Then he said to the whole assembly of Israel,"If it seems good to you, and if this is from the Lord our God, let us spread out and send the message to the rest of our relatives in all the districts of Israel, including the priests and Levites in their cities with pasturelands, that they should gather together with us. 3 Then let us bring back the ark of our God, for we did not inquire of Him in Saul's days." 4 Since the proposal seemed right to all the people, the whole assembly agreed to do it.

				5 So David assembled all Israel, from the Shihor of Egypt to the entrance of Hamath,az to bring the ark of God from Kiriath-jearim. 6 David and all Israel went to Baalah (that is, Kiriath-jearim that belongs to Judah) to take the ark of God from there, which is called by the name of the Lord who dwells between the •cherubim. 7 At Abinadab's house they set the ark of God on a new cart. Uzzah and Ahioba were guiding the cart.

				8 David and all Israel were celebrating with all their might before God with songs and with lyres, harps, tambourines, cymbals, and trumpets.9 When they came to Chidon's threshing floor, Uzzah reached out to hold the ark because the oxen had stumbled. 10 Then the Lord's anger burned against Uzzah, and He struck him dead because he had reached out to the ark. So he died there in the presence of God.

				11 David was angry because of the Lord's outburst against Uzzah, so he named that place Outburst Against Uzzah,bb as it is still named today. 12 David feared God that day and said,"How can I ever bring the ark of God to me?" 13 So David did not move the ark of God homebc to the city of David; instead, he took it to the house of Obed-edom the Gittite.14 The ark of God remained with Obed-edom's family in his house for three months, and the Lord blessed his family and all that he had.

				A Principle to Live By - A God-Fearing Heart

				[image: Getz0402.png]

				#8 Though God wants us to have a sense of freedom in our worship, we are always to maintain a sense of awe. 

				David's intentions were noble when he wanted to bring the ark of God to Jerusalem. However, in his exuberance, he failed to consider God's awesome holiness associated with this sacred box. As a result of David's informal attitude, Uzzah lost his life when he inappropriately touched the ark. 

				David's initial reaction was anger toward the Lord. He probably reasoned that he was trying to lead the children of Israel to worship God. However, his anger quickly blended with godly fear when he realized He had violated God's specific instructions (vv. 11-12). 

				We should never lose sight of who God is, particularly being mindful of His holiness. Even though we have freedom from the law and open access to His presence through the Lord Jesus Christ, we must at the same time serve Him with"God-fearing hearts." Thus Paul wrote, 

				So then, my dear friends, just as you have always obeyed, not only in my presence, but now even more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God who is working in you, enabling you both to desire and to work out His good purpose. (Php 2:12-13)  (See Php #7: Exemplifying the Incarnation.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we balance our freedom in Christ with a sense of awe and godly fear?  (See Dt #10: Godly Fear.)

				

				

	

God's Blessing on David

				14 King Hiram of Tyre sent envoys to David, along with cedar logs, stonemasons, and carpenters to build a palace for him. 2 Then David knew that the Lord had established him as king over Israel and that his kingdom had been exalted for the sake of His people Israel.

				3 David took more wives in Jerusalem, and he became the father of more sons and daughters. 4 These are the names of the children born to him in Jerusalem: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 5 Ibhar, Elishua, Elpelet, 6 Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia, 7 Elishama, Beeliada, and Eliphelet.

				8 When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed king over all Israel, they all went in search of David; when David heard of this, he went out to face them. 9 Now the Philistines had come and raided in the Valley of Rephaim, 10 so David inquired of God,"Should I go to war against the Philistines? Will You hand them over to me?"

				The Lord replied,"Go, and I will hand them over to you."

				11 So the Israelites went up to Baal-perazim, and David defeated the Philistines there. Then David said,"Like a bursting flood, God has used me to burst out against my enemies." Therefore, they named that place the Lord Bursts Out.bd 12 The Philistines abandoned their idols there, and David ordered that they be burned in the fire.

				13 Once again the Philistines raided in the valley. 14 So David again inquired of God, and God answered him,"Do not pursue them directly. Circle around them and attack them opposite the balsam trees. 15 When you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the balsam trees, then march out to battle, for God will have marched out ahead of you to attack the camp of the Philistines." 16 So David did exactly as God commanded him, and they struck down the Philistine army from Gibeon to Gezer. 17 Then David's fame spread throughout the lands, and the Lord caused all the nations to be terrified of him.  (See 1Sm #37: Seeking God's Wisdom.)

				

	

The Ark Comes to Jerusalem

				15 David built houses for himself in the city of David, and he prepared a place for the ark of God and pitched a tent for it.2 Then David said,"No one but the Levites may carry the ark of God, because the Lord has chosen them to carry the ark of the Lord and to minister before Him forever."

				3 David assembled all Israel at Jerusalem to bring the ark of the Lord to the place he had prepared for it. 4 Then he gathered together the descendants of Aaron and the Levites:

				5 From the Kohathites, Uriel the leader and 120 of his relatives; 6 from the Merarites, Asaiah the leader and 220 of his relatives; 7 from the Gershomites, Joel the leader and 130 of his relatives; 8 from the Elizaphanites, Shemaiah the leader and 200 of his relatives; 9 from the Hebronites, Eliel the leader and 80 of his relatives; 10 from the Uzzielites, Amminadab the leader and 112 of his relatives.

				11 David summoned the priests Zadok and Abiathar and the Levites Uriel, Asaiah, Joel, Shemaiah, Eliel, and Amminadab. 12 He said to them,"You are the heads of the Levite families. You and your relatives must consecrate yourselves so that you may bring the ark of the Lord God of Israel to the place I have prepared for it.13 For the Lord our God burst out in anger against us because you Levites were not with us the first time, for we didn't inquire of Him about the proper procedures."14 So the priests and the Levites consecrated themselves to bring up the ark of the Lord God of Israel. 15 Then the Levites carried the ark of God the way Moses had commanded according to the word of the Lord: on their shoulders with the poles.

				A Principle to Live By - An Obedient Heart

				#9 When we fail to walk in God's will, we should learn from our mistakes by consulting His Word and responding in obedience.  (Review 1Ch #8: A God-Fearing Heart)

					[image: Getz0403.png]

				David learned from his earlier mistake when he attempted to transport the ark to Jerusalem. He confessed to the Levites that he had failed to first inquire of God and consult His Word (v. 13). God honored David's teachable spirit. When Samuel had anointed this young shepherd boy years before, the Lord in His omniscience saw David's future sins and failures, but He also saw in his heart the quality of obedience that is illustrated in this event. 

				Paul exhorted Timothy with a similar lesson we all need to learn and practice—always prayerfully consult the Word of God and communicate it clearly to fellow believers: 

				Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who doesn't need to be ashamed, correctly teaching the word of truth. (2Tm 2:15)  (See 2Tm #8: Standing Firm on Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some guidelines for studying the Scriptures and interpreting God's words accurately?  (See Ezk #29: Misinterpreting Scripture.)

				

				16 Then David told the leaders of the Levites to appoint their relatives as singers and to have them raise their voices with joy accompanied by musical instruments — harps, lyres, and cymbals. 17 So the Levites appointed Heman son of Joel; from his relatives, Asaph son of Berechiah; and from their relatives the Merarites, Ethan son of Kushaiah. 18 With them were their relatives second in rank: Zechariah, Jaaziel, be Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattithiah, Eliphelehu, Mikneiah, and the gatekeepers Obed-edom and Jeiel. 19 The singers Heman, Asaph, and Ethan were to sound the bronze cymbals; 20 Zechariah, Aziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Maaseiah, and Benaiah were to play harps according to Alamoth ; 21 and Mattithiah, Eliphelehu, Mikneiah, Obed-edom, Jeiel, and Azaziah were to lead the music with lyres according to the •Sheminith. 22 Chenaniah, the leader of the Levites in music, was to direct the music because he was skillful. 23 Berechiah and Elkanah were to be gatekeepers for the ark. 24 The priests, Shebaniah, Joshaphat, Nethanel, Amasai, Zechariah, Benaiah, and Eliezer, were to blow trumpets before the ark of God. Obed-edom and Jehiah were also to be gatekeepers for the ark.  (See 2Ch #27: Worship and Music.)

				25 David, the elders of Israel, and the commanders of thousands went with rejoicing to bring the ark of the covenant of the Lord from the house of Obed-edom. 26 While the Levites were carrying the ark of the covenant of the Lord, with God's help, they sacrificed seven bulls and seven rams.

				27 Now David was dressed in a robe of fine linen, as were all the Levites who were carrying the ark, as well as the singers and Chenaniah, the music leader of the singers. David also wore a linen •ephod. 28 So all Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the Lord with shouts, the sound of the ram's horn, trumpets, and cymbals, and the playing of harps and lyres. 29 As the ark of the covenant of the Lord was entering the city of David, Saul's daughter Michal looked down from the window and saw King David dancingbf and celebrating, and she despised him in her heart.

				16 They brought the ark of God and placed it inside the tent David had pitched for it. Then they offered •burnt offerings and •fellowship offerings in God's presence. 2 When David had finished offering the burnt offerings and the fellowship offerings, he blessed the people in the name of •Yahweh. 3 Then he distributed to each and every Israelite, both men and women, a loaf of bread, a date cake, and a raisin cake.

				4 David appointed some of the Levites to be ministers before the ark of the Lord, to celebrate the Lord God of Israel, and to give thanks and praise to Him. 5 •Asaph was the chief and Zechariah was second to him. Jeiel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, Benaiah, Obed-edom, and Jeiel played the harps and lyres, while Asaph sounded the cymbals 6 and the priests Benaiah and Jahaziel blew the trumpets regularly before the ark of the covenant of God.

				

	

David's Psalm of Thanksgiving

				7 On that day David decreed for the first time that thanks be given to the Lord by Asaph and his relatives:

				

				8 Give thanks to Yahweh; call on His name;

				proclaim His deeds among the peoples.

				9 Sing to Him; sing praise to Him;

				tell about all His wonderful works!

				10 Honor His holy name;

				let the hearts of those who seek Yahweh rejoice.

				11 Search for the Lord and for His strength;

				seek His face always.

				12 Remember the wonderful works He has done,

				His wonders, and the judgments He has 
pronounced,bg

				13 you offspring of Israel His servant,

				Jacob's descendants — His chosen ones.

				

				14 He is the Lord our God;

				His judgments govern the whole earth.

				15 Remember His covenant forever —

				the promise He ordained for a thousand 
generations,

				16 the covenant He made with Abraham,

				sworebh to Isaac,

				17 and confirmed to Jacob as a decree,

				and to Israel as an everlasting covenant:

				18 "I will give the land of Canaan to you

				as your inherited portion."

				

				

				19 When they bi were few in number,

				very few indeed, and temporary residents in Canaan

				20 wandering from nation to nation

				and from one kingdom to another,

				21 He allowed no one to oppress them;

				He rebuked kings on their behalf:

				22 "Do not touch My anointed ones

				or harm My prophets."

				

				23 Sing to the Lord, all the earth.

				Proclaim His salvation from day to day.

				24 Declare His glory among the nations,

				His wonderful works among all peoples.

				

				25 For the Lord is great and highly praised;

				He is feared above all gods.

				26 For all the gods of the peoples are idols,

				but the Lord made the heavens.

				27 Splendor and majesty are before Him;

				strength and joy are in His place.

				28 Ascribe to the Lord, families of the peoples,

				ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

				29 Ascribe to Yahweh the glory of His name;

				bring an offering and come before Him.

				Worship the Lord in the splendor of His holiness;

				30 tremble before Him, all the earth.

				

				The world is firmly established;

				it cannot be shaken.

				31 Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice,

				and let them say among the nations,"The Lord is King!"

				32 Let the sea and everything in it resound;

				let the fields and all that is in them exult.

				33 Then the trees of the forest will shout for joy before the Lord,

				for He is coming to judge the earth.

				

				34 Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;

				His faithful love endures forever.

				35 And say:"Save us, God of our salvation;

				gather us and rescue us from the nations

				so that we may give thanks to Your holy name

				and rejoice in Your praise.

				36 May Yahweh, the God of Israel, be praised

				from everlasting to everlasting."

				

				A Principle to Live By - A Thankful Heart
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				#10 We should always honor God by thanking Him for His blessings and goodness.

				When David was finally able to bring the ark to Jerusalem, he compiled a psalm from some of his previous poetry and wove various expressions of thanksgiving and praise together into this beautiful hymn (see Ps 96:1-13; 105:1-15; 106:1,47-48). The focus is clearly on God and what He had done for His people. The following verse encapsulates David's deepest feelings:

				Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His faithful love endures forever. (1Ch 16:34)

				Again we see why God chose David. In spite of his sins and failures, when confronted with his selfishness and wrongdoing, he responded to God with a thankful heart.

				All Israel joined David in thanking God and praising Him for allowing them to worship in Jerusalem. Paul may have had this psalm in mind when he wrote to the Ephesians,

				Be filled by the Spirit: speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and making music from your heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ . (Eph 5:18b-20)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we develop a spirit of thankfulness in our worship, both personally and corporately?  (See Ps #21: A Prayer of Thanksgiving.)

				

				Then all the people said,"•Amen" and"Praise the Lord."

				37 So David left Asaph and his relatives there before the ark of the Lord's covenant to minister regularly before the ark according to the daily requirements. 38 He assigned Obed-edom and his bj 68 relatives. Obed-edom son of Jeduthun and Hosah were to be gatekeepers. 39 David left Zadok the priest and his fellow priests before the tabernacle of the Lord at the •high place in Gibeon 40 to offer burnt offerings regularly, morning and evening, to the Lord on the altar of burnt offerings and to do everything that was written in the law of the Lord, which He had commanded Israel to keep. 41 With them were Heman, Jeduthun, and the rest who were chosen and designated by name to give thanks to the Lord — for His faithful love endures forever. 42 Heman and Jeduthun had with them trumpets and cymbals to play and musical instruments of God. Jeduthun's sons were at the gate.

				43 Then all the people left for their homes, and David returned home to bless his household.

				

	

The Lord's Covenant with David

				17 When David had settled into his palace, he said to Nathan the prophet,"Look! I am living in a cedar house while the ark of the Lord's covenant is under tent curtains."

				2 So Nathan told David,"Do all that is on your heart, for God is with you."

				3 But that night the word of God came to Nathan: 4 "Go to David My servant and say, 'This is what the Lord says: You are not the one to build Me a house to dwell in. 5 From the time I brought Israel out of Egypt until today I have not lived in a house; instead, I have moved from tent to tent and from tabernacle to tabernacle. 6 In all My travels throughout Israel, have I ever spoken a word to even one of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd My people, asking: Why haven't you built Me a house of cedar? '

				7 "Now this is what you will say to My servant David: 'This is what the Lord of •Hosts says: I took you from the pasture and from following the sheep to be ruler over My people Israel. 8 I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have destroyed all your enemies before you. I will make a name for you like that of the greatest in the land. 9 I will establish a place for My people Israel and plant them, so that they may live there and not be disturbed again. Evildoers will not continue to oppress them as they formerly have 10 ever since the day I ordered judges to be over My people Israel. I will also subdue all your enemies.

				" 'Furthermore, I declare to you that the Lord Himself will build a house for you. 11 When your time comes to be with your fathers, I will raise up after you your descendant, who is one of your own sons, and I will establish his kingdom. 12 He will build a house for Me, and I will establish his throne forever. 13 I will be a father to him, and he will be a son to Me. I will not take away My faithful love from him as I took it from the one who was before you. 14 I will appoint him over My house and My kingdom forever, and his throne will be established forever.'"

				15 Nathan reported all these words and this entire vision to David.  (See 2Sm #3: God's Sovereign Plan.)

				

	

David's Prayer of Thanksgiving

				16 Then King David went in, sat in the Lord's presence, and said,

				

				Who am I, Lord God, and what is my house that You have brought me this far? 17 This was a little thing to You,bk God, for You have spoken about Your servant's house in the distant future. You regard me as a man of distinction,blLord God. 18 What more can David say to You for honoring Your servant? You know Your servant. 19 Lord, You have done all this greatness, making known all these great promises because of Your servant and according to Your will. 20 Lord, there is no one like You, and there is no God besides You, as all we have heard confirms. 21 And who is like Your people Israel? God, You came to one nation on earth to redeem a people for Yourself, to make a name for Yourself through great and awesome works by driving out nations before Your people You redeemed from Egypt. 22 You made Your people Israel Your own people forever, and You, Lord, have become their God.

				

				23 Now, Lord, let the word that You have spoken concerning Your servant and his house be confirmed forever, and do as You have promised. 24 Let Your name be confirmed and magnified forever in the saying,"•Yahweh of Hosts, the God of Israel, is God over Israel." May the house of Your servant David be established before You. 25 Since You, my God, have revealed tobm Your servant that You will build him a house, Your servant has found courage to pray in Your presence. 26 Yahweh, You indeed are God, and You have promised this good thing to Your servant. 27 So now, You have been pleased to bless Your servant's house that it may continue before You forever. For You, Lord, have blessed it, and it is blessed forever.

				A Principle to Live By - A Humble Heart
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				#11 God wants us to serve Him humbly and faithfully, regardless of our position in the body of Christ.

				Understandably, David had a deep desire to build the temple in Jerusalem. He was very concerned that he was living in a grand palace while the ark was still housed in a tent. Even Nathan, his spiritual counselor, affirmed his desire. However, God had other plans. Solomon, David's son, was to achieve this goal (vv. 1-15).

				David's response reveals once again why, years before, God had chosen him to be king. In spite of his royal position and the respect he had even from his enemies, David humbly accepted God's will. He thanked the Lord for everything he had been given up to this pont in his life. He then expressed his heartfelt desire that God, not he, was to be glorified in the building of the temple (vv. 16-27). This is perhaps the most significant reflection of David's humble heart.

				Perhaps Peter was reflecting on this event in David's life when he exhorted local church elders to"shepherd God's flock" as humble spiritual leaders (1Pt 5:1-3). The Lord reminded David that He had taken him"from the pasture and from following the sheep to be ruler over" all Israel (1Ch 17:7). In the same way, as spiritual leaders who have been given a significant role in leading the church, we are to serve all people as humble shepherds. Broadening this principle to include us all, Peter wrote,

				Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that He may exalt you at the proper time. (1Pt 5:6)  (See 1Pt #11: Demonstrating Humility.)

				Reflection and Response

				To be tempted by pride is a universal experience, but why is this particularly true of successful spiritual leaders, and how can they avoid yielding to this temptation?  (See Ti #3: Doctrine of Character.)

				

				

	

David's Military Campaigns

				18 After this, David defeated the Philistines, subdued them, and took Gath and its villages from Philistine control. 2 He also defeated the Moabites, and they became David's subjects and brought tribute.

				3 David also defeated King Hadadezer of Zobah at Hamath when he went to establish his control at the Euphrates River. 4 David captured 1,000 chariots, 7,000 horsemen, and 20,000 foot soldiers from him, hamstrung all the horses, and kept 100 chariots.bn

				5 When the Arameans of Damascus came to assist King Hadadezer of Zobah, David struck down 22,000 Aramean men. 6 Then he placed garrisons bo in Aram of Damascus, and the Arameans became David's subjects and brought tribute. The Lord made David victorious wherever he went.

				7 David took the gold shields carried by Hadadezer's officers and brought them to Jerusalem. 8 From Tibhath and Cun, Hadadezer's cities, David also took huge quantities of bronze, from which Solomon made the bronze reservoir, the pillars, and the bronze articles.

				9 When King Tou of Hamath heard that David had defeated the entire army of King Hadadezer of Zobah, 10 he sent his son Hadoram to King David to greet him and to congratulate him because David had fought against Hadadezer and defeated him, for Tou and Hadadezer had fought many wars. Hadoram brought all kinds of gold, silver, and bronze items. 11 King David also dedicated these to the Lord, along with the silver and gold he had carried off from all the nations — from Edom, Moab, the Ammonites, the Philistines, and the Amalekites.

				12 Abishai son of Zeruiah struck down 18,000 Edomites in the Valley of Salt. 13 He put garrisons in Edom, and all the Edomites were subject to David. The Lord made David victorious wherever he went.

				14 So David reigned over all Israel, administering justice and righteousness for all his people.

				

				15 Joab son of Zeruiah was over the army;

				Jehoshaphat son of Ahilud was court historian;

				16 Zadok son of Ahitub

				and Ahimelech bp son of Abiathar were priests;

				Shavsha was court secretary;

				17 Benaiah son of Jehoiada was over

				the Cherethites and the Pelethites;

				and David's sons were the chief officials at the king's side.

				

	

War with the Ammonites

				19 Some time later, King Nahash of the Ammonites died, and his son became king in his place. 2 Then David said,"I'll show kindness to Hanun son of Nahash, because his father showed kindness to me."

				So David sent messengers to console him concerning his father. However, when David's emissaries arrived in the land of the Ammonites to console him, 3 the Ammonite leaders said to Hanun,"Just because David has sent men with condolences for you, do you really believe he's showing respect for your father? Instead, hasn't David sent his emissaries in order to scout out, overthrow, and spy on the land?" 4 So Hanun took David's emissaries, shaved them, cut their clothes in half at the hips, and sent them away.

				5 It was reported to David about his men, so he sent messengers to meet them, since the men were deeply humiliated. The king said,"Stay in Jericho until your beards grow back; then return."

				6 When the Ammonites realized they had made themselves repulsive to David, Hanun and the Ammonites sent 38 tonsbq of silver to hire chariots and horsemen from Aram-naharaim, Aram-maacah, and Zobah. 7 They hired 32,000 chariots and the king of Maacah with his army, who came and camped near Medeba. The Ammonites also came together from their cities for the battle.

				8 David heard about this and sent Joab and the entire army of warriors. 9 The Ammonites marched out and lined up in battle formation at the entrance of the city while the kings who had come were in the field by themselves. 10 When Joab saw that there was a battle line in front of him and another behind him, he chose some men out of all the elite troopsbr of Israel and lined up in battle formation to engage the Arameans. 11 He placed the rest of the forces under the command of his brother Abishai, and they lined up in battle formation to engage the Ammonites.

				12 "If the Arameans are too strong for me," Joab said,"then you'll be my help. However, if the Ammonites are too strong for you, I'll help you. 13 Be strong! We must prove ourselves strong for our people and for the cities of our God. May the Lord's will be done."bs

				14 Joab and the people with him approached the Arameans for battle, and they fled before him. 15 When the Ammonites saw that the Arameans had fled, they likewise fled before Joab's brother Abishai and entered the city. Then Joab went to Jerusalem.

				16 When the Arameans realized that they had been defeated by Israel, they sent messengers to summon the Arameans who were across the Euphrates. They were led by Shophach, the commander of Hadadezer's army.

				17 When this was reported to David, he gathered all Israel and crossed the Jordan. He came up to the Arameans and lined up in battle formation against them. When David lined up to engage them in battle, they fought against him. 18 But the Arameans fled before Israel, and David killed 7,000 of their charioteers and 40,000 foot soldiers. He also killed Shophach, commander of the army. 19 When Hadadezer's subjects saw that they had been defeated by Israel, they made peace with David and became his subjects. After this, the Arameans were never willing to help the Ammonites again.

				

	

Capture of the City of Rabbah

				20 In the springbt when kings march out to war, Joab led the army and destroyed the Ammonites' land. He came to Rabbah and besieged it, but David remained in Jerusalem. Joab attacked Rabbah and demolished it.  (See 2Sm #6: Vulnerability to Temptation.)  2 Then David took the crown from the head of their king, bu and it was placed on David's head. He found that the crown weighed 75 poundsbv of gold, and there was a precious stone in it. In addition, David took away a large quantity of plunder from the city. 3 He brought out the people who were in it and put them to work with saws, bw iron picks, and axes. bx David did the same to all the Ammonite cities. Then he and all his troops returned to Jerusalem.

				

	

The Philistine Giants

				4 After this, a war broke out with the Philistines at Gezer. At that time Sibbecai the Hushathite killed Sippai, a descendant of the giants,by and the Philistines were subdued.

				5 Once again there was a battle with the Philistines, and Elhanan son of Jair killed Lahmi the brother of Goliath the Gittite. The shaft of his spear was like a weaver's beam.

				6 There was still another battle at Gath where there was a man of extraordinary stature with six fingers on each hand and six toes on each foot — 24 in all. He, too, was descended from the giant.bz 7 When he taunted Israel, Jonathan son of David's brother Shimei killed him.

				8 These were the descendants of the giantca in Gath killed by David and his soldiers.

				

	

David's Military Census

				21 Satancb stood up against Israel and incited David to count the people of Israel. 2 So David said to Joab and the commanders of the troops,"Go and count Israel from Beer-sheba to Dan and bring a report to me so I can know their number."

				3 Joab replied,"May the Lord multiply the number of His people a hundred times over! My lord the king, aren't they all my lord's servants? Why does my lord want to do this? Why should he bring •guilt on Israel?"

				4 Yet the king's order prevailed over Joab. So Joab left and traveled throughout Israel and then returned to Jerusalem. 5 Joab gave the total troop registration to David. In all Israel there were 1,100,000 swordsmen and in Judah itself 470,000 swordsmen. 6 But he did not include Levi and Benjamin in the count because the king's command was detestable to him. 7 This command was also evil in God's sight, so He afflicted Israel.

				8 David said to God,"I have sinned greatly because I have done this thing. Now, please take away Your servant's guilt, for I've been very foolish."

				A Principle to Live By - A Repentant Heart

				[image: Getz0406.png]

				#12 When we are confronted with our sins, we are to respond with repentant and broken 
hearts.

				The"thing" David had done was to count the number of"swordsmen" in Israel (vv. 5,8). We're not told why David's actions were so sinful, but we can speculate that in his heart he was more concerned with having a powerful army than in trusting God to be his protector and deliverer. 

				When David realized what he had done, he immediately acknowledged his sin and sought forgiveness. He had a repentant and broken heart, something God had seen years before when He had chosen him to be king of Israel. Earlier, too, when he was confronted by Nathan concerning his sin with Bathsheba (2Sm 12:13), he had a broken heart—a true sign of sincere repentance (Ps 51:17).  (See 2Sm #10: The Consequences of Sin; 2Sm #21: A Clear Conscience.)

				Unfortunately, some Christians today who are caught in sin are more regretful they've been caught than that they have wounded God's heart and brought disgrace on the body of Christ. Obviously, this is not true repentance. 

				When Jesus Christ spoke to the church in Ephesus through John the apostle, and to those specifically who had"abandoned the love" they had initially had for God (Rv 2:4), Jesus gave a very stern warning:

				Remember then how far you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. Otherwise, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent. (Rv 2:5)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so difficult for some Christians who have violated the will of God to respond with true repentance and brokenness?  (See 1Sm #39: False Repentance; 2Ch #31: True Repentance.)

				

				

	

David's Punishment

				9 Then the Lord instructed Gad, David's seer,10 "Go and say to David, 'This is what the Lord says: I am offering you three choices. Choose one of them for yourself, and I will do it to you.'"

				11 So Gad went to David and said to him,"This is what the Lord says: 'Take your choice: 12 three years of famine, or three months of devastation by your foes with the sword of your enemy overtaking you, or three days of the sword of the Lord — a plague on the land, the angel of the Lord bringing destruction to the whole territory of Israel.' Now decide what answer I should take back to the One who sent me."

				13 David answered Gad,"I'm in anguish. Please, let me fall into the Lord's hands because His mercies are very great, but don't let me fall into human hands."

				14 So the Lord sent a plague on Israel, and 70,000 Israelite men died. 15 Then God sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it, but when the angel was about to destroy the city,cc the Lord looked, relented concerning the destruction, and said to the angel who was destroying the people,"Enough, withdraw your hand now!" The angel of the Lord was then standing at the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.

				16 When David looked up and saw the angel of the Lord standing between earth and heaven, with his drawn sword in his hand stretched out over Jerusalem, David and the elders, clothed in •sackcloth, fell down with their faces to the ground. 17 David said to God,"Wasn't I the one who gave the order to count the people? I am the one who has sinned and acted very wickedly. But these sheep, what have they done? My Lord God, please let Your hand be against me and against my father's family, but don't let the plague be against Your people."

				A Principle to Live By - A Compassionate Heart

				[image: Getz0407.png]

				#13 When we have sinned against God and caused others to suffer, we should not only take full responsibility for our actions, but do so with compassion for those we've hurt.

				When David realized what he had done and saw others suffering because of his sin, his shepherd's heart—a tenderness God had seen years before—moved him to have deep compassion for his people. He deserved punishment, not them. This attitude, of course, is also an indication of true repentance.  (See 2Sm #22: Taking Responsibility.)

				Unfortunately, there are some Christian leaders today who sin against God and cause hurt and disillusionment among Christians. Then, not only is there no brokenness or true repentance, but little if any compassion for those they've wounded—including their own children. 

				This, of course, is a great tragedy, especially in view of what Jesus taught about causing others to stumble. In the Gospel of Matthew the disciples were asking Jesus about the qualities of spiritual leadership:"Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" (Mt 18:1). As part of His answer, Jesus offered a warning to anyone who would lead others astray. He used little children to illustrate His point, but He certainly had young Christians in mind as well:

				But whoever causes the downfall of one of these little ones who believe in Me—it would be better for him if a heavy millstone were hung around his neck and he were drowned in the depths of the sea! (Mt 18:6)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it that some Christians seemingly have very little compassion toward those they've hurt?

				

				

	

David's Altar

				18 So the angel of the Lord ordered Gad to tell David to go and set up an altar to the Lord on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.19 David went up at Gad's command spoken in the name of the Lord.

				20 Ornan was threshing wheat when he turned and saw the angel. His four sons, who were with him, hid themselves. 21 David came to Ornan, and when Ornan looked and saw David, he left the threshing floor and bowed to David with his face to the ground.

				22 Then David said to Ornan,"Give me this threshing-floor plot so that I may build an altar to the Lord on it. Give it to me for the full price, so the plague on the people may be stopped."

				23 Ornan said to David,"Take it! My lord the king may do whatever he wants.cd See, I give the oxen for the •burnt offerings, the threshing sledges for the wood, and the wheat for the •grain offering — I give it all."

				24 King David answered Ornan,"No, I insist on paying the full price, for I will not take for the Lord what belongs to you or offer burnt offerings that cost me nothing."

				25 So David gave Ornan 15 pounds of goldce for the plot. 26 He built an altar to the Lord there and offered burnt offerings and •fellowship offerings. He called on the Lord, and He answered him with fire from heaven on the altar of burnt offering.

				27 Then the Lord spoke to the angel, and he put his sword back into its sheath. 28 At that time, David offered sacrifices there when he saw that the Lord answered him at the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 29 The tabernacle of the Lord, which Moses made in the desert, and the altar of burnt offering were at the •high place in Gibeon, 30 but David could not go before it to inquire of God, because he was terrified of the sword of the Lord's angel.  

				A Principle to Live By - A Sacrificial Heart

				[image: Getz0408.png]

				#14 To worship God as He desires, we are to offer our bodies as living sacrifices.

				Here we see another quality that God saw in David's heart when He chose him to be king of Israel: he understood true sacrificial worship.  (See 2Sm #23: Giving Sacrificially.)

				Many of us today know little about sacrifice when it comes to what we offer God—particularly in terms of time, talents, and treasures. However, there is one sacrifice we can make that will cost us personally. God made a sacrifice for us when He offered His Son on the cross. In view of His mercy, He has asked us to present our bodies as a living sacrifice—to turn from the lusts of the flesh and to live according to the Holy Spirit (Rm 12:1-2). Jesus put it this way: 

				If anyone wants to come with Me, he must deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 
For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life because of Me will save it. What is a man benefited if he gains the whole world, yet loses or forfeits himself? (Lk 9:23-25)  (See Rm #21: Christ-Centered Worship.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do we reconcile Jesus' challenge to take up our cross daily with His statement,"take up My yoke. . . . For My yoke is easy and My burden is light" (Mt 11:29-30)?  
(See Mt #28: Imitating Christ.)

				

				22  1 Then David said,"This is the house of the Lord God, and this is the altar of •burnt offering for Israel."

				

	

David's Preparations for the Temple

				2 So David gave orders to gather the foreigners that were in the land of Israel, and he appointed stonecutters to cut finished stones for building God's house. 3 David supplied a great deal of iron to make the nails for the doors of the gateways and for the fittings, together with an immeasurable quantity of bronze, 4 and innumerable cedar logs because the Sidonians and Tyrians had brought a large quantity of cedar logs to David. 5 David said,"My son Solomon is young and inexperienced, and the house that is to be built for the Lord must be exceedingly great and famous and glorious in all the lands. Therefore, I must make provision for it." So David made lavish preparations for it before his death.

				6 Then he summoned his son Solomon and instructed him to build a house for the Lord God of Israel. 7 "My son," David said to Solomon,"It was in my heart to build a house for the name of •Yahweh my God, 8 but the word of the Lord came to me: 'You have shed much blood and waged great wars. You are not to build a house for My name because you have shed so much blood on the ground before Me. 9 But a son will be born to you; he will be a man of rest. I will give him rest from all his surrounding enemies, for his name will be Solomon, and I will give peace and quiet to Israel during his reign. 10 He is the one who will build a house for My name. He will be My son, and I will be his father. I will establish the throne of his kingdom over Israel forever.'

				11 "Now, my son, may the Lord be with you, and may you succeed in building the house of the Lord your God, as He said about you. 12 Above all, may the Lord give you insight and understanding when He puts you in charge of Israel so that you may keep the law of the Lord your God.13 Then you will succeed if you carefully follow the statutes and ordinances the Lord commanded Moses for Israel. Be strong and courageous. Don't be afraid or discouraged.

				14 "Notice I have taken great pains to provide for the house of the Lord — 3,775 tons of gold, 37,750 tons of silver,cf and bronze and iron that can't be weighed because there is so much of it. I have also provided timber and stone, but you will need to add more to them. 15 You also have many workers: stonecutters, masons, carpenters, and people skilled in every kind of work 16 in gold, silver, bronze, and iron — beyond number. Now begin the work, and may the Lord be with you."

				17 Then David ordered all the leaders of Israel to help his son Solomon: 18 "The Lord your God is with you, isn't He? And hasn't He given you rest on every side? For He has handed the land's inhabitants over to me, and the land has been subdued before the Lord and His people. 19 Now determine in your mind and heart to seek the Lord your God. Get started building the Lord God's sanctuary so that you may bring the ark of the Lord's covenant and the holy articles of God to the temple that is to be built for the name of Yahweh."

				A Principle to Live By - A Non-Threatened Heart
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				#15 Godly leaders should put others first, even if it means giving up the desires of their own hearts.

				When God directed Samuel to anoint David king of Israel, in His omniscience He saw in advance that it would be David's heart's desire to build the temple (2Ch 22:7). But once David knew it was God's will for Solomon to do so, he demonstrated no jealousy, no anger, and no subtle efforts to undermine this God-ordained task. From the heart, David wanted his son to succeed and to honor God. 

				One of the greatest temptations that some successful leaders face today occurs when they are transferring their authority to those who will replace them. At times, they are threatened, and they fear that their followers will love and admire their successors more than them. Jealousy causes them to want their successors to fail. 

				

				Though David was certainly disappointed that he would not fulfill the desire of his heart, he did all he could to make sure Solomon succeeded by following God fully—something he himself at times had failed to do.  (See 1 Ch #16: A Supportive Heart)

				Reflection and Response

				How does John the Baptist's willingness to put Christ first serve as a model for all leaders?  (See Jn #7: Christ First.)

				

				

	

The Divisions of the Levites

				23 When David was old and full of days, he installed his son Solomon as king over Israel. 2 Then he gathered all the leaders of Israel, the priests, and the Levites. 3 The Levites 30 years old or more were counted; the total number of men was 38,000 by headcount. 4 "Of these," David said,"24,000 are to be in charge of the work on the Lord's temple, 6,000 are to be officers and judges, 5 4,000 are to be gatekeepers, and 4,000 are to praise the Lord with the instruments that I have made for worship."

				6 Then David divided them into divisions according to Levi's sons: Gershom,cg Kohath, and Merari.

				

				7 The Gershonites: Ladan and Shimei.

				8 Ladan's sons: Jehiel was the first, then Zetham, and Joel — three.

				9 Shimei's sons: Shelomoth, Haziel, and Haran — three. Those were the heads of the families of Ladan.

				10 Shimei's sons: Jahath, Zizah, ch Jeush, and Beriah. Those were Shimei's sons — four. 11 Jahath was the first and Zizah was the 
second; however, Jeush and Beriah did 
not have many sons, so they became an ancestral house and received a single assignment.

				12 Kohath's sons: Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel — four.

				13 Amram's sons: Aaron and Moses.

				

				Aaron, along with his descendants, was set apart forever to consecrate the most holy things, to burn incense in the presence of •Yahweh, to minister to Him, and to pronounce blessings in His name forever. 14 As for Moses the man of God, his sons were named among the tribe of Levi.

				

				15 Moses' sons: Gershom and Eliezer.

				16 Gershom's sons: Shebuel was first.

				17 Eliezer's sons were Rehabiah, first; Eliezer 
did not have any other sons, but Rehabiah's sons were very numerous.

				18 Izhar's sons: Shelomith was first.

				19 Hebron's sons: Jeriah was first, Amariah second, Jahaziel third, and Jekameam fourth.

				20 Uzziel's sons: Micah was first, and Isshiah second.

				21 Merari's sons: Mahli and Mushi.

				Mahli's sons: Eleazar and Kish.

				22 Eleazar died having no sons, only 
daughters. Their cousins, the sons of Kish, married them.

				23 Mushi's sons: Mahli, Eder, and Jeremoth — three.

				

				24 These were the sons of Levi by their ancestral houses — the heads of families, according to their registration by name in the headcount — 20 years old or more, who worked in the service of the Lord's temple. 25 For David said,"The Lord God of Israel has given rest to His people, and He has come to stay in Jerusalem forever. 26 Also, the Levites no longer need to carry the tabernacle or any of the equipment for its service" — 27 for according to the last words of David, the Levites 20 years old or more were to be counted — 28 "but their duty will be to assist the sons of Aaron with the service of the Lord's temple, being responsible for the courts and the chambers, the purification of all the holy things, and the work of the service of God's temple — 29 as well as the rows of the •bread of the Presence, the fine flour for the •grain offering, the wafers of unleavened bread, the baking,ci the mixing, and all measurements of volume and length. 30 They are also to stand every morning to give thanks and praise to the Lord, and likewise in the evening. 31 Whenever •burnt offerings are offered to the Lord on the Sabbaths, New Moons, and appointed festivals, they are to do so regularly in the Lord's presence according to the number prescribed for them. 32 They are to carry out their responsibilities for the tent of meeting, for the holy place, and for their relatives, the sons of Aaron, in the service of the Lord's temple."

				

	

The Divisions of the Priests

				24 The divisions of the descendants of Aaron were as follows: Aaron's sons were Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 2 But Nadab and Abihu died before their father, and they had no sons, so Eleazar and Ithamar served as priests.  (See Lv #9: Judgment for Sin.)

				6 The secretary, Shemaiah son of Nethanel, a Levite, recorded them in the presence of the king and the officers, Zadok the priest, Ahimelech son of Abiathar, and the heads of families of the priests and the Levites. One ancestral house was taken for Eleazar, and then one for Ithamar.

				

				7 The first lot fell to Jehoiarib, the second to Jedaiah,

				8 the third to Harim, the fourth to Seorim,

				9 the fifth to Malchijah, the sixth to Mijamin,

				10 the seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to Abijah,

				11 the ninth to Jeshua, the tenth to Shecaniah,

				12 the eleventh to Eliashib, the twelfth to Jakim,

				13 the thirteenth to Huppah, the fourteenth to Jeshebeab,

				14 the fifteenth to Bilgah, the sixteenth to Immer,

				15 the seventeenth to Hezir, the eighteenth to Happizzez,

				16 the nineteenth to Pethahiah, the twentieth to Jehezkel,

				17 the twenty-first to Jachin, the twenty-second to Gamul,

				18 the twenty-third to Delaiah, and the twenty-fourth to Maaziah.

				

				19 These had their assigned duties for service when they entered the Lord's temple, according to their regulations, which they received from their ancestor Aaron, as the Lord God of Israel had commanded him.

				

	

The Rest of the Levites

				20 As for the rest of Levi's sons:

				from Amram's sons: Shubael;

				from Shubael's sons: Jehdeiah.

				21 From Rehabiah:

				from Rehabiah's sons: Isshiah was the first.

				22 From the Izharites: Shelomoth;

				from Shelomoth's sons: Jahath.

				23 Hebron's cj sons:

				Jeriah the first, Amariah the second,

				Jahaziel the third, and Jekameam the fourth.

				24 From Uzziel's sons: Micah;

				from Micah's sons: Shamir.

				25 Micah's brother: Isshiah;

				from Isshiah's sons: Zechariah.

				26 Merari's sons: Mahli and Mushi,

				and from his sons, Jaaziah his son.ck

				27 Merari's sons, by his son Jaaziah:cl

				Shoham, Zaccur, and Ibri.

				28 From Mahli: Eleazar, who had no sons.

				29 From Kish, from Kish's sons: Jerahmeel.

				30 Mushi's sons: Mahli, Eder, and Jerimoth.

				

				Those were the sons of the Levites according to their ancestral houses. 31 They also cast lots the same way as their relatives the sons of Aaron did in the presence of King David, Zadok, Ahimelech, and the heads of the families of the priests and Levites — the family heads and their younger brothers alike.

				

	

The Levitical Musicians

				25 David and the officers of the army also set apart some of the sons of •Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun, who were to prophesy accompanied by lyres, harps, and cymbals. This is the list of the men who performed their service:

				

				2 From Asaph's sons:

				Zaccur, Joseph, Nethaniah, and Asarelah, sons of Asaph, under Asaph's authority, 
who prophesied under the authority of the king.

				3 From Jeduthun: Jeduthun's sons:

				Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah, Shimei, cm 
Hashabiah, and Mattithiah — six — under 
the authority of their father Jeduthun, prophesying to the accompaniment of lyres, giving thanks and praise to the Lord.

				4 From Heman: Heman's sons:

				Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shebuel, 
Jerimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, 
Giddalti, Romamti-ezer, Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir, and Mahazioth. 5 All these sons of Heman, the king's seer, were given by the promises of God to exalt him,cn for 
God had given Heman fourteen sons and three daughters.

				

				6 All these men were under their own fathers' authority for the music in the Lord's temple, with cymbals, harps, and lyres for the service of God's temple. Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman were under the king's authority. 7 They numbered 288 together with their relatives who were all trained and skillful in music for the Lord. 8 They cast lots for their duties, young and old alike, teacher as well as pupil.   (See 2Ch #27: Worship and Music.)

				

				9 The first lot for Asaph fell to Joseph, his sons, and his brothers —12  

				to Gedaliah the second: him, his brothers, and his sons —12

				10 the third to Zaccur, his sons, 
and his brothers —12

				11 the fourth to Izri,co his sons, 
and his brothers —12

				12 the fifth to Nethaniah, his sons, 
and his brothers —12

				13 the sixth to Bukkiah, his sons, 
and his brothers —12

				14 the seventh to Jesarelah, his sons, and his brothers —12

				15 the eighth to Jeshaiah, his sons, 
and his brothers —12

				16 the ninth to Mattaniah, his sons, and his brothers —12

				17 the tenth to Shimei, his sons, 
and his brothers —12

				18 the eleventh to Azarel, his sons, and his brothers —12

				19 the twelfth to Hashabiah, his sons, and his brothers —12

				20 the thirteenth to Shubael, his sons, and his brothers —12

				21 the fourteenth to Mattithiah, his sons, and his brothers —12

				22 the fifteenth to Jeremoth, his sons, and his brothers —12

				23 the sixteenth to Hananiah, his sons, and his brothers —12

				24 the seventeenth to Joshbekashah, his sons, and his brothers —12

				25 the eighteenth to Hanani, his sons, and his brothers —12

				26 the nineteenth to Mallothi, his sons, and his brothers —12

				27 the twentieth to Eliathah, his sons, and his brothers —12

				28 the twenty-first to Hothir, his sons, and his brothers —12

				29 the twenty-second to Giddalti, his sons, and his brothers —12

				30 the twenty-third to Mahazioth, his sons, and his brothers —12

				31 and the twenty-fourth to Romamti-ezer, his sons, and his brothers —12.

				

	

The Levitical Gatekeepers

				26 The following were the divisions of the gatekeepers:

				

				From the Korahites: Meshelemiah son of 
Kore, one of the sons of •Asaph.

				2 Meshelemiah had sons:

				Zechariah the firstborn, Jediael the second,

				Zebadiah the third, Jathniel the fourth,

				3 Elam the fifth, Jehohanan the sixth,

				and Eliehoenai the seventh.

				4 Obed-edom also had sons:

				Shemaiah the firstborn, Jehozabad the 
second,

				Joah the third, Sachar the fourth,

				Nethanel the fifth, 5 Ammiel the sixth,

				Issachar the seventh, and Peullethai the 
eighth,

				for God blessed him.

				6 Also, to his son Shemaiah were born 
sons who ruled over their ancestral houses because they were strong, capable men.

				7 Shemaiah's sons: Othni, Rephael, Obed, 
and Elzabad; his brothers Elihu and 
Semachiah were also capable men. 8 All 
of these were among the sons of Obed-
edom with their sons and brothers; they 
were capable men with strength for the work — 62 from Obed-edom.

				9 Meshelemiah also had sons and brothers 
who were capable men — 18.

				10 Hosah, from the Merarites, also had sons: Shimri the first (although he was not the firstborn, his father had appointed him as the first), 11 Hilkiah the second, Tebaliah the third, and Zechariah the fourth. The sons and brothers of Hosah were 13 in all.

				

				12 These divisions of the gatekeepers, under their leading men, had duties for ministering in the Lord's temple, just as their brothers did. 13 They cast lots for each gate according to their ancestral houses, young and old alike.

				14 The lot for the east gate fell to Shelemiah. They also cast lots for his son Zechariah, an insightful counselor, and his lot came out for the north gate. 15 Obed-edom's was the south gate, and his sons' lot was for the storehouses; 16 it was the west gate and the gate of Shallecheth on the ascending highway for Shuppim and Hosah.

				There were guards stationed at every watch. 17 There were six Levites each day cp on the east, four each day on the north, four each day on the south, and two pair at the storehouses. 18 As for the court on the west, there were four at the highway and two at the court. 19 Those were the divisions of the gatekeepers from the sons of the Korahites and Merarites.

				

	

The Levitical Treasurers and Other Officials

				20 From the Levites, Ahijah was in charge of the treasuries of God's temple and the treasuries of what had been dedicated. 21 From the sons of Ladan, who were the sons of the Gershonites through Ladan and were the heads of families belonging to Ladan the Gershonite: Jehieli. 22 The sons of Jehieli, Zetham and his brother Joel, were in charge of the treasuries of the Lord's temple.

				23 From the Amramites, the Izharites, the Hebronites, and the Uzzielites: 24 Shebuel, a descendant of Moses' son Gershom, was the officer in charge of the treasuries. 25 His relative through Eliezer: his son Rehabiah, his son Jeshaiah, his son Joram, his son Zichri, and his son Shelomith.cq 26 This Shelomithcr and his brothers were in charge of all the treasuries of what had been dedicated by King David, by the heads of families who were the commanders of thousands and of hundreds, and by the army commanders. 27 They dedicated part of the plunder from their battles for the repair of the Lord's temple. 28 All that Samuel the seer, Saul son of Kish, Abner son of Ner, and Joab son of Zeruiah had dedicated, along with everything else that had been dedicated, were in the care of Shelomithcs and his brothers.

				29 From the Izrahites: Chenaniah and his sons had the outside duties as officers and judges over Israel. 30 From the Hebronites: Hashabiah and his relatives, 1,700 capable men, had assigned duties in Israel west of the Jordan for all the work of the Lord and for the service of the king. 31 From the Hebronites: Jerijah was the head of the Hebronites, according to the genealogical records of his ancestors. A search was made in the fortieth year of David's reign and strong, capable men were found among them at Jazer in Gilead. 32 There were among Jerijah's relatives, 2,700 capable men who were heads of families. King David appointed them over the Reubenites, the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh as overseers in every matter relating to God and the king.

				

	

David's Secular Officials

				27 This is the list of the Israelites, the heads of families, the commanders of thousands and the commanders of hundreds, and their officers who served the king in every matter to do with the divisions that were on rotated military duty each month throughoutct the year. There were 24,000 in each division:

				

				2 Jashobeam son of Zabdiel was in charge 
of the first division, for the first month; 
24,000 were in his division. 3 He was a descendant of Perez and chief of all the army commanders for the first month.

				4 Dodai the Ahohite was in charge of the division for the second month, and Mikloth was the leader; 24,000 were in his division.

				5 The third army commander, as chief for the third month, was Benaiah son of Jehoiada the priest; 24,000 were in his division. 6 This Benaiah was a mighty man among the Thirty and over the Thirty, and his son Ammizabad was in charge cu of his division.

				7 The fourth commander, for the fourth month, was Joab's brother Asahel, and his son Zebadiah was commander after him; 24,000 were in his division.

				8 The fifth, for the fifth month, was the commander Shamhuth the Izrahite; 24,000 were in his division.

				9 The sixth, for the sixth month, was Ira son 
of Ikkesh the Tekoite; 24,000 were in his division.

				10 The seventh, for the seventh month, was Helez the Pelonite from the sons of Ephraim; 24,000 were in his division.

				11 The eighth, for the eighth month, was Sibbecai the Hushathite, a Zerahite; 24,000 were in his division.

				12 The ninth, for the ninth month, was Abiezer the Anathothite, a Benjaminite; 24,000 were in his division.

				13 The tenth, for the tenth month, was Maharai the Netophathite, a Zerahite; 24,000 were in his division.

				14 The eleventh, for the eleventh month, was Benaiah the Pirathonite from the sons of Ephraim; 24,000 were in his division.

				15 The twelfth, for the twelfth month, was Heldai the Netophathite, of Othniel's family;cv 24,000 were in his division.

				

				16 The following were in charge of the tribes of Israel:

				For the Reubenites, Eliezer son of Zichri was the chief official;

				for the Simeonites, Shephatiah son of 
Maacah;

				17 for the Levites, Hashabiah son of Kemuel; for Aaron, Zadok;

				18 for Judah, Elihu, one of David's brothers; for Issachar, Omri son of Michael;

				19 for Zebulun, Ishmaiah son of Obadiah;

				for Naphtali, Jerimoth son of Azriel;

				20 for the Ephraimites, Hoshea son of 
Azaziah;

				for half the tribe of Manasseh, Joel son of Pedaiah;

				21 for half the tribe of Manasseh in Gilead, Iddo son of Zechariah;

				for Benjamin, Jaasiel son of Abner;

				22 for Dan, Azarel son of Jeroham.

				Those were the leaders of the tribes of Israel.

				

				23 David didn't count the men aged 20 or under, for the Lord had said He would make Israel as numerous as the stars of heaven. 24 Joab son of Zeruiah began to count them, but he didn't complete it. There was wrath against Israel because of this census, and the number was not entered in the Historical Record cw of King David.  (Review 1 Ch #12: A Repentant Heart)

				

				25 Azmaveth son of Adiel was in charge of the king's storehouses.

				Jonathan son of Uzziah was in charge of the storehouses in the country, in the cities, in the villages, and in the fortresses.

				26 Ezri son of Chelub was in charge of those who worked in the fields tilling the soil.

				27 Shimei the Ramathite was in charge of the vineyards.

				Zabdi the Shiphmite was in charge of the produce of the vineyards for the wine cellars.

				28 Baal-hanan the Gederite was in charge of the olive and sycamore trees in the Judean foothills.cx

				Joash was in charge of the stores of olive oil.

				29 Shitrai the Sharonite was in charge of the herds that grazed in Sharon, while

				Shaphat son of Adlai was in charge of the herds in the valleys.

				30 Obil the Ishmaelite was in charge of the camels.

				Jehdeiah the Meronothite was in charge of the donkeys.

				31 Jaziz the Hagrite was in charge of the 
flocks.

				All these were officials in charge of King David's property.

				

				32 David's uncle Jonathan was a counselor; he was a man of understanding and a scribe. Jehiel son of Hachmoni attendedcy the king's sons. 33 Ahithophel was the king's counselor. Hushai the Archite was the king's friend. 34 After Ahithophel came Jehoiada son of Benaiah, then Abiathar. Joab was the commander of the king's army.

				

	

David Commissions Solomon to Build 
the Temple

				28 David assembled all the leaders of Israel in Jerusalem: the leaders of the tribes, the leaders of the divisions in the king's service, the commanders of thousands and the commanders of hundreds, and the officials in charge of all the property and cattle of the king and his sons, along with the court officials, the fighting men, and all the brave warriors. 2 Then King David rose to his feet and said,"Listen to me, my brothers and my people. It was in my heart to build a house as a resting place for the ark of the Lord's covenant and as a footstool for our God. I had made preparations to build, 3 but God said to me, 'You are not to build a house for My name because you are a man of war and have shed blood.'

				4 "Yet the Lord God of Israel chose me out of all my father's household to be king over Israel forever. For He chose Judah as leader, and from the house of Judah, my father's household, and from my father's sons, He was pleased to make me king over all Israel. 5 And out of all my sons — for the Lord has given me many sons — He has chosen my son Solomon to sit on the throne of the Lord's kingdom over Israel. 6 He said to me, 'Your son Solomon is the one who is to build My house and My courts, for I have chosen him to be My son, and I will be his father. 7 I will establish his kingdom forever if he perseveres in keeping My commands and My ordinances as he is today.'

				8 "So now in the sight of all Israel, the assembly of the Lord, and in the hearing of our God, observe and follow all the commands of the Lord your God so that you may possess this good land and leave it as an inheritance to your descendants forever.

				9 "As for you, Solomon my son, know the God of your father, and serve Him with a whole heart and a willing mind, for the Lord searches every heart and understands the intention of every thought. If you seek Him, He will be found by you, but if you forsake Him, He will reject you forever. 10 Realize now that the Lord has chosen you to build a house for the sanctuary. Be strong, and do it."

				11 Then David gave his son Solomon the plans for the portico of the temple and its buildings, treasuries, upper rooms, inner rooms, and a room for the •mercy seat. 12 The plans contained everything he had in mindcz for the courts of the Lord's house, all the surrounding chambers, the treasuries of God's house, and the treasuries for what is dedicated. 13 Also included were plans for the divisions of the priests and the Levites; all the work of service in the Lord's house; all the articles of service of the Lord's house; 14 the weight of gold for all the articles for every kind of service; the weight of all the silver articles for every kind of service; 15 the weight of the gold lampstands and their gold lamps, including the weight of each lampstand and its lamps; the weight of each silver lampstand and its lamps, according to the service of each lampstand; 16 the weight of gold for each table for the rows of the •bread of the Presence and the silver for the silver tables; 17 the pure gold for the forks, sprinkling basins, and pitchers; the weight of each gold dish; the weight of each silver bowl; 18 the weight of refined gold for the altar of incense; and the plans for the chariot ofda the gold •cherubim that spread out their wings and cover the ark of the Lord's covenant.

				19 David concluded,"By the Lord's hand on me, He enabled me to understand everything in writing, all the details of the plan."db

				20 Then David said to his son Solomon,"Be strong and courageous, and do the work. Don't be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord God, my God, is with you. He won't leave you or forsake you until all the work for the service of the Lord's house is finished. 21 Here are the divisions of the priests and the Levites for all the service of God's house. Every willing man of any skill will be at your disposal for the work, and the leaders and all the people are at your every command."

				

	

Contributions for Building the Temple

				29 Then King David said to all the assembly,"My son Solomon — God has chosen him alone — is young and inexperienced. The task is great because the temple will not be for man but for the Lord God.2 So to the best of my ability I've made provision for the house of my God: gold for the gold articles, silver for the silver, bronze for the bronze, iron for the iron, and wood for the wood, as well as onyx, stones for mounting,dc antimony, stones of various colors, all kinds of precious stones, and a great quantity of marble. 

				A Principle to Live By - A Supportive Heart

				[image: Getz0410.png]

				#16 When leaders step aside so others can assume their roles, they should do all they can to help those who replace them succeed. 

				David knew that the time had come for Solomon to become king, so he set about to prepare for this succession. He was particularly concerned that his son be prepared to build the temple. David took at least 11 steps to achieve this goal:

				
						He let go of his own dream, submitting to God's will (17:23).

						He pronounced a blessing on Solomon (22:11-12). 

						He charged Solomon to always obey God's laws (22:13a). 

						He encouraged Solomon to trust God and to be courageous (22:13b; 28:20).

						He laid the groundwork for Solomon in terms of material supplies (22:14).

						He prepared workmen to assist Solomon (22:15).

						He exhorted all the leaders in Israel to support Solomon (22:17-19; 28:1-8).  (Review 1Ch #15: A Non-Threatened Heart)

						He organized all the Levites to serve in the temple in their various roles (chaps. 23–26).

						He organized those who were to serve the king in secular matters (27:1-34).

						He presented to Solomon the plans for the temple that God had given him in writing (28:11-19). 

						He made provision financially (29:1-5). 

				

				Knowing that he was about to be executed by Nero, Paul wrote his final letter to Timothy, a young missionary pastor who was, in some respects, his successor. He gave him a significant summary exhortation:

				I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus, who is going to judge the living and the dead, and because of His appearing and His kingdom: Proclaim the message; persist in it whether convenient or not; rebuke, correct, and encourage with great patience and teaching. . . . But as for you, be serious about everything, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. (2Tm 4:1-2,5)  (See 2Tm #9: Fulfilling Our Ministry.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do so many churches go through serious trauma and turmoil when the key leader leaves?

				

				3 Moreover, because of my delight in the house of my God, I now give my personal treasures of gold and silver for the house of my God over and above all that I've provided for the holy house: 4 100 tonsdd of gold (gold of Ophir) and 250 tonsde of refined silver for overlaying the walls of the buildings, 5 the gold for the gold work and the silver for the silver, for all the work to be done by the craftsmen. Now who will volunteer to consecrate himself to the Lord today?"

				6 Then the leaders of the households, the leaders of the tribes of Israel, the commanders of thousands and of hundreds, and the officials in charge of the king's work gave willingly. 7 For the service of God's house they gave 185 tonsdf of gold and 10,000 gold coins,dg 375 tonsdh of silver, 675 tonsdi of bronze, and 4,000 tonsdj of iron. 8 Whoever had precious stones gave them to the treasury of the Lord's house under the care of Jehiel the Gershonite. 9 Then the people rejoiced because of their leaders' willingness to give, for they had given to the Lord with a whole heart. King David also rejoiced greatly.

				A Principle to Live By - A Generous Heart
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				#17 When planning special financial projects, spiritual leaders should model generosity. 

				After taking a number of steps to prepare Solomon and the children of Israel to build the temple, David modeled his own personal generosity and then issued a call to the other leaders in Israel to do the same thing (v. 5b). They also modeled generosity (v. 6), and all Israel followed their leaders' example. 

				This modeling process is affirmed in the New Testament. Though Paul, as a traveling missionary, did not have an abundance of material resources to share with others, he gave what he could. In addition, he and his fellow missionaries often worked"night and day" without income so they would not be a burden to the people they were serving (1Th 2:9). Paul also held up the Macedonian churches as a model of generosity to other churches in the New Testament world:

				We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God granted to the churches of Macedonia: During a severe testing by affliction, their abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed into the wealth of their generosity. I testify that, on their own, according to their ability and beyond their ability, they begged us insistently for the privilege of sharing in the ministry to the saints, and not just as we had hoped. Instead, they gave themselves especially to the Lord, then to us by God's will. (2Co 8:1-5)  (See 2Co #12: Models of Generosity; Ac #8: Generosity.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though we definitely need exhortations to put God first with our material possessions, why are models of generosity often even more impactful?

				

				

	

David's Prayer

				10 Then David praised the Lord in the sight of all the assembly. David said,

				

				May You be praised, Lord God of our father Israel, from eternity to eternity. 11 Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the splendor and the majesty, for everything in the heavens and on earth belongs to You. Yours, Lord, is the kingdom, and You are exalted as head over all. 12 Riches and honor come from You, and You are the ruler of everything. Power and might are in Your hand, and it is in Your hand to make great and to give strength to all. 13 Now therefore, our God, we give You thanks and praise Your glorious name.

				

				14 But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? For everything comes from You, and we have given You only what comes from Your own hand.dk 15 For we live before You as foreigners and temporary residents in Your presence as were all our ancestors. Our days on earth are like a shadow, without hope. 16 •Yahweh our God, all this wealth that we've provided for building You a house for Your holy name comes from Your hand; everything belongs to You. 17 I know, my God, that You test the heart and that You are pleased with what is right. I have willingly given all these things with an upright heart, and now I have seen Your people who are presentdl here giving joyfully anddm willingly to You. 18 Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our ancestors, keep this desire forever in the thoughts of the hearts of Your people, and confirm their hearts toward You. 19 Give my son Solomon a whole heart to keep and to carry out all Your commands, Your decrees, and Your statutes, and to build the temple for which I have made provision.

				

				A Principle to Live By - An Upright Heart
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				#18 When we give material possessions to further God's work, we are to do so with pure motives and upright hearts. 

				Though David at times sinned terribly against God, in his final days as king he served Israel with an"upright heart" (v. 17). Again, God in His omniscience had chosen him for this role because he had seen deep into David's heart. He saw beyond his failures. He saw a man who wanted to serve Him with pure motives. 

				The Holy Spirit led the chronicler to record David's integrity in terms of what he gave to build the temple. God will not tolerate dishonesty in terms of giving, as dramatically illustrated when Ananais and Sapphira lied to the Holy Spirit (Ac 5:3). Though the death sentence is certainly not normative, we must beware of the temptation to give false impressions regarding our service to God simply to glorify ourselves.  (See Ac #9: Honesty and Integrity.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we keep our motives pure in terms of giving and yet be a model to others in this area of our lives?  (See Ac #8: Generosity.)

				

				20 Then David said to the whole assembly,"Praise the Lord your God." So the whole assembly praised the Lord God of their ancestors. They bowed down and paid homage to the Lord and the king.

				21 The following day they offered sacrifices to the Lord and •burnt offerings to the Lord: 1,000 bulls, 1,000 rams, and 1,000 lambs, along with their •drink offerings, and sacrifices in abundance for all Israel. 22 They ate and drank with great joy in the Lord's presence that day.

				

	

The Enthronement of Solomon

				Then, for a second time, they made David's son Solomon king; they anointed him dn as the Lord's ruler, and Zadok as the priest. 23 Solomon sat on the Lord's throne as king in place of his father David. He prospered, and all Israel obeyed him. 24 All the leaders and the mighty men, and all of King David's sons as well, pledged their allegiance to King Solomon. 25 The Lord highly exalted Solomon in the sight of all Israel and bestowed on him such royal majesty as had not been bestowed on any king over Israel before him.

				

	

A Summary of David's Life

				26 David son of Jesse was king over all Israel.27 The length of his reign over Israel was 40 years; he reigned in Hebron for seven years and in Jerusalem for 33.28 He died at a ripe old age, full of days, riches, and honor, and his son Solomon became king in his place. 29 As for the events of King David's reign, from beginning to end, note that they are written in the Events of Samuel the Seer, the Events of Nathan the Prophet, and the Events of Gad the Seer, 30 along with all his reign, his might, and the incidents that affected him and Israel and all the kingdoms of the surrounding lands.

				A Principle to Live By - Building God's Eternal Kingdom
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				#19 As we live our lives, we should have as a primary goal to build God's eternal kingdom, not our own.

				David was called to build an earthly kingdom. As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, we are called to"seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness" (Mt 6:33). We are not promised long life or years of service, but if we are faithful, we are promised eternal rewards.

				When Paul faced death at the hands of an evil Roman emperor, he wrote to Timothy,

				For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time for my departure is close. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. There is reserved for me in the future the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me, but to all those who have loved His appearing. (2Tm 4:6-8)

				What forceful statements—and what a powerful epitaph!  (See 2Tm #10: Being Faithful.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though most of us will not be martyrs because of our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, how should the witness of these New Testament believers impact the way we live our lives?  (See Heb #17: Faith that Endures.)
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		list of principles in 2 chronicles
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								#1: Unselfish Motives

							
								
								When we pray to our heavenly Father, we are to have pure, unselfish motives.
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								2:1-16

							
								
								#2: Our Witness in the World

							
								
								As Christians, we are to communicate who God is by the way we honor and reflect who He is in our lives.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								5:2-14

							
								
								#3: Oneness in Worship

							
								
								To experience more fully God's presence and power, we should do all we can to be one in heart and soul.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								6:1-6

							
								
								#4: Honoring God

							
								
								When God uses us to build His spiritual kingdom, we should always acknowledge that it is God who is accomplishing His work through us.
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								6:7-11

							
								
								#5: Our Heart's Desire

							
								
								When we have a sincere desire to do something special to build the church—God's temple—we should be encouraged that the Lord will value our desire.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								6:12–7:3

							
								
								#6: Authentic Worship

							
								
								Though centuries have passed since the Holy Spirit came on the day of Pentecost, we are to continue to worship and praise God as if it happened in our lifetime.
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								7:12-22

							
								
								#7: A Priority through Prayer

							
								
								We are to pray regularly for all government officials so that we'll have a peaceful environment in which to worship God and to communicate the gospel.
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								#8: Faithfulness in 
Difficult Circumstances

							
								
								Even if our government leaders are not following God as they should, we are to submit to them, but never to violate God's will.
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								#9: The Success 
Syndrome

							
								
								When we become successful, we are to be on guard against the temptation to follow our selfish desires and ignore the teachings of the Word of God.
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								12:2-12

							
								
								#10: The Importance of Humility

							
								
								No matter our failures, we should first and foremost humble ourselves in order to restore our relationship with God.
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								12:13-16

							
								
								#11: A Heart Decision

							
								
								If we're going to walk in God's will daily and serve Him faithfully, we must make this determination in our hearts.
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								13:1-22

							
								
								#12: God's Grace

							
								
								We must never conclude that God's continual blessings give us the freedom to indulge in sinful behavior. 

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								14:1–16:14

							
								
								#13: Running the Race Victoriously

							
								
								At the beginning and during our spiritual race, we must determine in our hearts to finish strong.
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								#14: Teaching Biblical Truth

							
								
								To bring continual renewal among God's people, we must communicate biblical truth.
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								19:4-11

							
								
								#15: Appointing Godly Leaders

							
								
								To bring continual renewal among God's people, we must select and appoint godly leaders.
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								20:1-12

							
								
								#16: Prayer and Faith

							
								
								Leaders must pray and trust God for wisdom and spiritual power in order to lead God's people into continual renewal.
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								20:13-19

							
								
								#17: A Family Experience

							
								
								There are times when parents should involve their total families in worshiping God and trusting Him to meet their needs. 

							
								
								17

							
						

						
								
								20:35-37

							
								
								#18: Improper Alliances

							
								
								We should avoid entering into partnerships with individuals who do not share our biblical values.

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								21:1-20

							
								
								#19: A Tragic Epitaph

							
								
								All of us should seek to be remembered as Christians who loved God with all our hearts and our neighbors as ourselves.

							
								
								19

							
						

						
								
								22:1–23:21

							
								
								#20: A Mother's
 Influence

							
								
								Every mother should be aware of her potential to influence her children, either negatively or positively.

							
								
								20

							
						

						
								
								24:1-14

							
								
								#21: Joyful Giving

							
								
								To meet special needs within the body of Jesus Christ, we are all to participate financially with a joyful spirit. 

							
								
								21

							
						

						
								
								25:1-28

							
								
								#22: Wholehearted Motivation

							
								
								To serve God and others faithfully, we must be motivated internally, not just externally. 
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								26:1-23

							
								
								#23: The Peril of Fame

							
								
								When leaders become successful and well known, they should be constantly on guard against engaging in actions motivated by arrogance.
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								27:1-9

							
								
								#24: God's Plan for Success

							
								
								To be truly successful in God's sight, we are to practice God's truth unwaveringly.

							
								
								24

							
						

						
								
								28:1-27

							
								
								#25: Spiritual and 
Mental Deterioration

							
								
								To avoid spiritual and mental deterioration, we must continue to walk in God's will.

							
								
								25

							
						

						
								
								29:1-11

							
								
								#26: Diligent Service

							
								
								Because of our position and calling in Christ, we should diligently worship and serve Him by offering ourselves as living sacrifices.

							
								
								26

							
						

						
								
								29:25-36

							
								
								#27: Worship and Music

							
								
								As Christians, we should always have God-honoring music as an integral part of our corporate worship.

							
								
								27

							
						

						
								
								30:1-5

							
								
								#28: The Lord's Supper

							
								
								As believers in the Messiah, we are to remember the death of the Lamb of God regularly by participating in the Lord's Supper.

							
								
								28

							
						

						
								
								30:6-12

							
								
								#29: Ridicule and 
Rejection

							
								
								As we approach the time when Jesus Christ will return, we should expect more and more ridicule from unbelievers for our commitment to live holy lives.

							
								
								29

							
						

						
								
								30:13-27

							
								
								#30: The Spirit of the Law

							
								
								We must remember that God is more concerned about our heart condition than rules and regulations.

							
								
								30

							
						

						
								
								31:1-21

							
								
								#31: True Repentance

							
								
								When we experience true repentance, we will turn away from our sinful ways and reflect the fruit of the Holy Spirit.

							
								
								31

							
						

						
								
								32:24-26

							
								
								#32: God Honors 
Humility

							
								
								Though all of us are vulnerable to the sin of pride, God will respond positively when we respond to His discipline with true humility.

							
								
								32

							
						

						
								
								33:1-20

							
								
								#33: God's Forgiveness

							
								
								No matter how evil our lives have become, when we sincerely and humbly confess our sins, God will forgive us because of Christ's cleansing blood.

							
								
								33

							
						

						
								
								33:21–34:7

							
								
								#34: The Potential of Youth

							
								
								We must always remember that God desires to use us to carry out His purposes in this world regardless of our age.

							
								
								34

							
						

						
								
								34:8–35:27

							
								
								#35: Response to God's Word

							
								
								When Scripture confronts sin in our lives, we should allow God's Spirit to convict us, humble us, and redirect our lives into His will.

							
								
								35

							
						

						
								
								36:1-23

							
								
								#36: God's Compassion

							
								
								We should praise God that He is compassionate, desiring that all people turn from their sins and be saved.

							
								
								36

							
						

					
				

				
2 Chronicles

				Solomon's Request for Wisdom

				1 Solomon son of David strengthened his hold on his kingdom. The Lord his God was with him and highly exalted him. 2 Then Solomon spoke to all Israel, to the commanders of thousands and of hundreds, to the judges, and to every leader in all Israel — the heads of the families. 3 Solomon and the whole assembly with him went to the •high place that was in Gibeon because God's tent of meeting, which the Lord's servant Moses had made in the wilderness, was there. 4 Now David had brought the ark of God from Kiriath-jearim to the place a he had set up for it, because he had pitched a tent for it in Jerusalem, 5 but he put b the bronze altar, which Bezalel son of Uri, son of Hur, had made, in front of the Lord's tabernacle. Solomon and the assembly inquired of Himc there. 6 Solomon offered sacrifices there in the Lord's presence on the bronze altar at the tent of meeting; he offered 1,000 •burnt offerings on it.

				7 That night God appeared to Solomon and said to him:"Ask. What should I give you?"

				8 And Solomon said to God:"You have shown great and faithful love to my father David, and You have made me king in his place. 9 Lord God, let Your promise to my father David now come true. For You have made me king over a people as numerous as the dust of the earth. 10 Now grant me wisdom and knowledge so that I may lead these people, for who can judge this great people of Yours?"

				11 God said to Solomon,"Since this was in your heart, and you have not requested riches, wealth, or glory, or for the life of those who hate you, and you have not even requested long life, but you have requested for yourself wisdom and knowledge that you may judge My people over whom I have made you king, 12 wisdom and knowledge are given to you. I will also give you riches, wealth, and glory, unlike what was given to the kings who were before you, or will be given to those after you." 13 So Solomon went to Jerusalem from d the high place that was in Gibeon in front of the tent of meeting, and he reigned over Israel.

				A Principle to Live By - Unselfish Motives

				[image: Getz0414.png]

				#1 When we pray to our heavenly Father, we are to have pure, unselfish motives.  (See 1Kg #5:Unselfish Motives.)

				God was pleased with this prayer, not only because Solomon demonstrated true humility and servanthood, but because his motives were unselfish and pure. What he prayed was a true reflection of what was in his heart. Regardless of his sinful behavior later in life, God honored Solomon's prayer because of his heart condition at this moment in his life.

				James addressed this principle in the New Testament. Though stated negatively, his message is clear:

				You ask and don't receive because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your evil desires. (Jms 4:3)  (See Jms #10:Humility versus Pride.)

				Reflection and Response

				When we pray, what are some ways we can determine if our motives are unselfish and pure?

				

				
Solomon's Horses and Wealth

				14 Solomon accumulated 1,400 chariots and 12,000 horsemen, which he stationed in the chariot cities and with the king in Jerusalem. 15 The king made silver and gold as common in Jerusalem as stones, and he made cedar as abundant as sycamore in the Judean foothills. 16 Solomon's horses came from Egypt and Kue. The king's traders would get them from Kue at the going price. 17 A chariot could be imported from Egypt for 15 poundse of silver and a horse for about four pounds.f In the same way, they exported them to all the kings of the Hittites and to the kings of Aram through their agents.

				
Solomon's Letter to Hiram

				2g Solomon decided to build a temple for the name of •Yahweh and a royal palace for himself, 2 h so he assigned 70,000 men as porters, 80,000 men as stonecutters in the mountains, and 3,600 as supervisors over them.

				3 Then Solomon sent word to King Hiram i of Tyre:

				

				Do for me what you did for my father David. You sent him cedars to build him a house to live in. 4 Now I am building a temple for the name of Yahweh my God in order to dedicate it to Him for burning fragrant incense before Him, for displaying the rows of the •bread of the Presence continuously, and for sacrificing •burnt offerings for the morning and the evening, the Sabbaths and the New Moons, and the appointed festivals of the Lord our God. This is ordained for Israel forever. 5 The temple that I am building will be great, for our God is greater than any of the gods. 6 But who is able to build a temple for Him, since even heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain Him? Who am I then that I should build a temple for Him except as a place to burn incense before Him? 7 Therefore, send me a craftsman who is skilled in engraving to work with gold, silver, bronze, and iron, and with purple, crimson, and blue yarn. He will work with the craftsmen who are with me in Judah and Jerusalem, appointed by my father David. 8 Also, send me cedar, cypress, and algum logs from Lebanon, for I know that your servants know how to cut the trees of Lebanon. Note that my servants will be with your servants 9 to prepare logs for me in abundance because the temple I am building will be great and wonderful. 10 I will give your servants, the woodcutters who cut the trees, 100,000 bushelsj of wheat flour, 100,000 bushelsk of barley, 110,000 gallonsl of wine, and 110,000 gallonsm of oil.

				
Hiram's Reply

				11 Then King Hiram of Tyre wrote a lettern and sent it to Solomon:

				

				Because the Lord loves His people, He set you over them as king.

				

				12 Hiram also said:

				

				May the Lord God of Israel, who made the heavens and the earth, be praised! He gave King David a wise son with insight and understanding, who will build a temple for the Lord and a royal palace for himself. 13 I have now sent Huram-abi,o a skillful man who has understanding. 14 He is the son of a woman from the daughters of Dan. His father is a man of Tyre. He knows how to work with gold, silver, bronze, iron, stone, and wood, with purple, blue, crimson yarn, and fine linen. He knows how to do all kinds of engraving and to execute any design that may be given him. I have sent him to be with your craftsmen and the craftsmen of my lord, your father David. 15 Now, let my lord send the wheat, barley, oil, and wine to his servants as promised. 16 We will cut logs from Lebanon, as many as you need, and bring them to you as rafts by sea to Joppa. You can then take them up to Jerusalem.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Witness in the World
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				#2 As Christians, we are to communicate who God is by the way we honor and reflect who He is in our lives. 

				Though David had woefully failed at times to reflect the Lord's character in his life, his overall kingship in leading Israel to obey and honor God as the one true deity impacted King Hiram of Tyre. Hiram was also impressed with Solomon's appointment as David's successor. Though we don't know his personal relationship with God, Hiram at least acknowledged that He was indeed"the Lord God of Israel" who"loves His people" and deserved praise (vv. 11-12). 

				The New Testament story elevates this principle to a much higher level. Those who are selected to lead and shepherd the church are not only to"be above reproach" but also to"have a good reputation among outsiders" (1Tm 3:2,7). It's only when a community of believers has godly leaders who impact unbelievers that the entire church body will"act wisely toward outsiders" (Col 4:5). Paul went on to state,

				Your speech should always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you should answer each person. (Col 4:6)  (See Col #9:Prayer and Evangelism.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is the modeling process so important at the leadership level and how is this exemplified in Paul's challenge to Timothy? (See 1Tm 4:12.)

				

				
Solomon's Work Force

				17 Solomon took a census of all the foreign men in the land of Israel, after the census that his father David had conducted, and the total was 153,600. 18 Solomon made 70,000 of them porters, 80,000 stonecutters in the mountains, and 3,600 supervisors to make the people work.

				
Building the Temple

				3 Then Solomon began to build the Lord's temple in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah where the Lord p had appeared to his father David, at the site David had prepared on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 2 He began to build on the second day of the second month in the fourth year of his reign. 3 These are Solomon's foundations q for building God's temple: the lengthr was 90 feet,s and the width 30 feet.t 4 The portico, which was across the front extending across the width of the temple, was 30 feetu wide; its height was 30 feet; v, w he overlaid its inner surface with pure gold. 5 The larger roomx he paneled with cypress wood, overlaid with fine gold, and decorated with palm trees and chains. 6 He adorned the temple with precious stones for beauty, and the gold was the gold of Parvaim. 7 He overlaid the temple — the beams, the thresholds, its walls and doors — with gold, and he carved •cherubim on the walls.

				
The Most Holy Place

				8 Then he made the most holy place; its length corresponded to the width of the temple, 30 feet,y and its width was 30 feet.z He overlaid it with 45,000 poundsaa of fine gold. 9 The weight of the nails was 20 ouncesab of gold, and he overlaid the ceiling with gold.

				10 He made two cherubim of sculptured work, for the most holy place, and he overlaid them with gold. 11 The overall length of the wings of the cherubim was 30 feet:ac the wing of one was 7 1/2 feet,ad touching the wall of the room; its other wing was 7 1/2 feet,ae touching the wing of the other cherub. 12 The wing of the other af cherub was 7 1/2 feet,ag touching the wall of the room; its other wing was 7 1/2 feet,ah reaching the wing of the other cherub. 13 The wingspan of these cherubim was 30 feet.ai They stood on their feet and faced the larger room.aj

				14 He made the veil of blue, purple, and crimson yarn and fine linen, and he wove cherubim into it.(See Lv #11:Our Privilege and Responsibility.)

				
The Bronze Pillars

				15 In front of the temple he made two pillars, each 27 feet ak, al high. The capital on top of each was 7 1/2 feetam high. 16 He had made chainwork in the inner sanctuary and also put it on top of the pillars. He made 100 pomegranates and fastened them into the chainwork. 17 Then he set up the pillars in front of the sanctuary, one on the right and one on the left. He named the one on the right Jachin and the one on the left Boaz.

				
The Altar, Reservoir, and Basins

				4 He made a bronze altar 30 feetan long, 30 feetao wide, and 15 feetap high.

				2 Then he made the cast metal reservoir, 15 feetaq from brim to brim, perfectly round. It was 7 1/2 feetar high and 45 feetas in circumference. 3 The likeness of oxen was below it, completely encircling it, 10 every half yard,at completely surrounding the reservoir. The oxen were cast in two rows when the reservoir was cast. 4 It stood on 12 oxen, three facing north, three facing west, three facing south, and three facing east. The reservoir was on top of them and all their hindquarters were toward the center. 5 The reservoir was three inchesau thick, and its rim was fashioned like the brim of a cup or a lily blossom. It could hold 11,000 gallons. av

				6 He made 10 basins for washing and he put five on the right and five on the left. The parts of the •burnt offering were rinsed in them, but the reservoir was used by the priests for washing.

				
The Lampstands, Tables, and Courts

				7 He made the 10 gold lampstands according to their specifications and put them in the sanctuary, five on the right and five on the left. 8 He made 10 tables and placed them in the sanctuary, five on the right and five on the left. He also made 100 gold bowls.

				9 He made the courtyard of the priests and the large court, and doors for the court. He overlaid the doors with bronze. 10 He put the reservoir on the right side, toward the southeast. 11 Then Huram made the pots, the shovels, and the bowls.

				
Completion of the Bronze Furnishings

				So Huram finished doing the work that he was doing for King Solomon in God's temple: 12 two pillars; the bowls and the capitals on top of the two pillars; the two gratings for covering both bowls of the capitals that were on top of the pillars; 13 the 400 pomegranates for the two gratings (two rows of pomegranates for each grating covering both capitals' bowls on top of the pillars). 14 He also made the water cartsaw and the basins on the water carts. 15 The one reservoir and the 12 oxen underneath it, 16 the pots, the shovels, the forks, and all their utensils — Huram-abiax made them for King Solomon for the Lord's temple. All these were made of polished bronze. 17 The king had them cast in clay molds in the Jordan Valley between Succoth and Zeredah. 18 Solomon made all these utensils in such great abundance that the weight of the bronze was not determined.

				
Completion of the Gold Furnishings

				19 Solomon also made all the equipment in God's temple: the gold altar; the tables on which to put the •bread of the Presence; 20 the lampstands and their lamps of pure gold to burn in front of the inner sanctuary according to specifications; 21 the flowers, lamps, and gold tongs — of purest gold; 22 the wick trimmers, sprinkling basins, ladles,ay and firepans — of purest gold; and the entryway to the temple, its inner doors to the most holy place, and the doors of the temple sanctuary — of gold.

				5 So all the work Solomon did for the Lord's temple was completed. Then Solomon brought the consecrated things of his father David — the silver, the gold, and all the utensils — and put them in the treasuries of God's temple.  (See 1Kg #8:God's Living Temple.)

				
Preparations for the Temple Dedication

				2 At that time Solomon assembled at Jerusalem the elders of Israel — all the tribal heads, the ancestral chiefs of the Israelites — in order to bring the ark of the covenant of the Lord up from the city of David, that is, •Zion. 3 So all the men of Israel were assembled in the king's presence at the festival; this was in the seventh month.

				4 All the elders of Israel came, and the Levites picked up the ark. 5 They brought up the ark, the tent of meeting, and the holy utensils that were in the tent. The priests and the Levites brought them up. 6 King Solomon and the entire congregation of Israel who had gathered around him were in front of the ark sacrificing sheep and cattle that could not be counted or numbered because there were so many. 7 The priests brought the ark of the Lord's covenant to its place, into the inner sanctuary of the temple, to the most holy place, beneath the wings of the •cherubim. 8 And the cherubim spread their wings over the place of the ark so that the cherubim formed a cover above the ark and its poles. 9 The poles were so long that their ends were seen from the holy place az in front of the inner sanctuary, but they were not seen from outside; they are there to this very day. 10 Nothing was in the ark except the two tablets that Moses had put in it at Horeb, where the Lord had made a covenant with the Israelites when they came out of Egypt.  (See 1Kg #9:Spiritual Sacrifices.)

				11 Now all the priests who were present had consecrated themselves regardless of their divisions. When the priests came out of the holy place, 12 the Levitical singers dressed in fine linen and carrying cymbals, harps, and lyres were standing east of the altar, and with them were 120 priests blowing trumpets. The Levitical singers were descendants of •Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun and their sons and relatives. 13 The trumpeters and singers joined together to praise and thank the Lord with one voice. They raised their voices, accompanied by trumpets, cymbals, and musical instruments, in praise to the Lord:

				

				For He is good;

				His faithful love endures forever.

				

				The temple, the Lord's temple, was filled with a cloud.14 And because of the cloud, the priests were not able to continue ministering, for the glory of the Lord filled God's temple.

				A Principle to Live By - Oneness in Worship

				[image: Getz0416.png]

				#3 To experience more fully God's presence and power, we should do all we can to be one in heart and soul.

				What an awesome scene! God's presence and power became visible when the children of Israel dedicated the temple"with one voice" (v. 13). God was sending a glorious message to His people. He was and is the one and only all-powerful God. 

				When we gather for worship and praise today, whether there are two or three of us or thousands, God has promised to be with us in a special way. Jesus made a startling statement to His disciples:

				Again, I assure you: If two of you on earth agree about any matter that you pray for, it will be done for you by My Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there among them. (Mt 18:19-20) 

				Jesus did not promise to reveal His power and presence if His people merely gather together, but if we agree—if we are one in heart and soul with others who gather. 

				This was His message to the apostles as He departed from the upper room and headed for the Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus prayed that His followers might be one as He was one with the Father. The reason is clear: so that the world will believe that Jesus Christ came from God to provide eternal life (Jn 17:20-21).  (See Jn #33:The Results of Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways does God reveal His presence and power today when Christians praise God in a unified manner? (See Jn 17:20-23.) 

				

				
Solomon's Dedication of the Temple

				6 Then Solomon said:

				

				The Lord said He would dwell in thick darkness,

				2 but I have built an exalted temple for You,

				a place for Your residence forever.

				

				3 Then the king turned and blessed the entire congregation of Israel while they were standing. 4 He said:

				

				May the Lord God of Israel be praised!

				He spoke directly to my father David,

				and He has fulfilled the promise

				by His power.

				He said,

				5 "Since the day I brought My people Israel

				out of the land of Egypt,

				I have not chosen a city to build a temple in

				among any of the tribes of Israel,

				so that My name would be there,

				and I have not chosen a man

				to be ruler over My people Israel.

				6 But I have chosen Jerusalem

				so that My name will be there,

				and I have chosen David

				to be over My people Israel."

				

				A Principle to Live By - Honoring God 
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				#4 When God uses us to build His spiritual kingdom, we should always acknowledge that it is God who is accomplishing His work through us. 

				Solomon was speaking about the glorious temple that he was dedicating to the Lord. Though he said that he had built the temple (vv. 2,10), he affirmed that it was God's power that made it possible (v. 4). 

				This is an intentional balance. Jesus told Peter,"I will build My church, and the forces of Hades will not overpower it" (Mt 16:18). The church is victorious specifically because Christ built it. However, when Paul wrote to the Ephesians, he made it clear that we are all to be involved in"building up" the body of Christ (Eph 4:16). When he wrote to the Corinthians, he made this point even more vivid and also issued a significant caution:

				According to God's grace that was given to me, I have laid a foundation as a skilled master builder, and another builds on it. But each one must be careful how he builds on it. (1Co 3:10)  (See 1Ch #4:Spiritual Warfare; 1Co #8: The True Foundation.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can we always glorify God for building His church and at the same time be faithful in fulfilling our human responsibility to make sure that it happens?

				

				7 Now it was in the heart of my father David

				to build a temple for the name of •Yahweh, the God of Israel.

				8 However, Yahweh said to my father David,

				"Since it was your desire to build a temple for My name,

				you have done well to have this desire.

				9 Yet, you are not the one to build the temple,

				but your son, your own offspring,

				will build the temple for My name."

				10 So Yahweh has fulfilled what He promised.

				I have taken the place of my father David

				and I sit on the throne of Israel, as Yahweh promised.

				I have built the temple for the name of Yahweh, the God of Israel.

				11 I have put the ark there,

				where Yahweh's covenant is

				that He made with the Israelites.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Heart's Desire
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				#5 When we have a sincere desire to do something special to build the church—God's temple—we should be encouraged that the Lord will value our desire. 

				God was pleased with David's sincere desire to honor Him by building the temple, even though Solomon was the Lord's choice to achieve this goal (v. 8).  (See 1Ch #11:A Humble Heart.)

				We see this principle illustrated in the New Testament. Paul, Apollos, and Cephas had worked diligently in fulfilling their leadership roles. Paul asserted that it didn't matter whether any person gave them credit for the work. Consequently, he wrote,

				The One who evaluates me is the Lord. (1Co 4:4b)

				God will commend us for what we desire to do in our hearts:

				Therefore don't judge anything prematurely, before the Lord comes, who will both bring to light what is hidden in darkness and reveal the intentions of the hearts. And then praise will come to each one from God. (1Co 4:5)  (See 1Co #10:Prideful Perceptions.)

				As with David, God is pleased with our hearts' desire to serve him in special ways, even though it may not transpire.

				Reflection and Response

				Though God honors unfulfilled, sincere desires, why should we be cautious not to make excuses for failing to take action to make these desires a reality? 

				

				
Solomon's Prayer

				12 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in front of the entire congregation of Israel and spread out his hands. 13 For Solomon had made a bronze platform 7 1/2 feetba long, 7 1/2 feetbb wide, and 4 1/2 feetbc high and put it in the court. He stood on it, knelt down in front of the entire congregation of Israel, and spread out his hands toward heaven. 14 He said:

				

				Lord God of Israel,

				there is no God like You

				in heaven or on earth,

				keeping His gracious covenant

				with Your servants who walk before You

				with their whole heart.

				15 You have kept what You promised

				to Your servant, my father David.

				You spoke directly to him,

				and You fulfilled Your promise by Your power,

				as it is today.

				16 Therefore, Lord God of Israel,

				keep what You promised

				to Your servant, my father David:

				"You will never fail to have a man

				to sit before Me on the throne of Israel,

				if only your sons guard their way to walk in My Law

				as you have walked before Me."

				17 Now, Lord God of Israel, please confirm

				what You promised to Your servant David.

				

				18 But will God indeed live on earth with man?

				Even heaven, the highest heaven, cannot contain You,

				much less this temple I have built.

				19 Listenbd to Your servant's prayer and his petition,

				Lord my God,

				so that You may hear the cry and the prayer

				that Your servant prays before You,

				20 so that Your eyes watch over this temple

				day and night,

				toward the place where You said

				You would put Your name;

				and so that You may hear the prayer

				Your servant prays toward this place.

				21 Hear the petitions of Your servant

				and Your people Israel,

				which they pray toward this place.

				May You hear in Your dwelling place in heaven.

				May You hear and forgive.  (See 1Kg #10:God's Forgiveness.)

				

				22 If a man sins against his neighbor

				and is forced to take an oathbe

				and he comes to take an oath

				before Your altar in this temple,

				23 may You hear in heaven and act.

				May You judge Your servants,

				condemning the wicked man by bringing

				what he has done on his own head

				and providing justice for the righteous

				by rewarding him according to his righteousness.

				

				24 If Your people Israel are defeated before an enemy,

				because they have sinned against You,

				and they return to You and praise Your name,

				and they pray and plead for mercy

				before You in this temple,

				25 may You hear in heaven

				and forgive the sin of Your people Israel.

				May You restore them to the land

				You gave them and their ancestors.

				

				26 When the skies are shut and there is no rain

				because they have sinned against You,

				and they pray toward this place

				and praise Your name,

				and they turn from their sins

				because You are afflicting bf them,

				27 may You hear in heaven

				and forgive the sin of Your servants

				and Your people Israel,

				so that You may teach them the good way

				they should walk in.

				May You send rain on Your land

				that You gave Your people for an inheritance.  (See Jos #16:Forgiveness and Freedom.)

				

				28 When there is famine on the earth,

				when there is pestilence,

				when there is blight, mildew, locust, or grasshopper,

				when their enemies besiege them

				in the region of their fortified cities,bg

				when there is any plague or illness,

				29 whatever prayer or petition

				anyone from your people Israel might have —

				each man knowing his own afflictionbh and suffering,

				and spreading out his hands toward this temple —

				30 may You hear in heaven, Your dwelling place,

				and may You forgive and repay the man

				according to all his ways, since You know his heart,

				for You alone know the human heart,

				31 so that they may •fear You

				and walk in Your ways

				all the days they live on the land

				You gave our ancestors.

				

				32 Even for the foreigner who is not of Your people Israel

				but has come from a distant land

				because of Your great name

				and Your mighty hand and outstretched arm:

				when he comes and prays toward this temple,

				33 may You hear in heaven in Your dwelling place,

				and do all the foreigner asks You.

				Then all the peoples of the earth will know Your name,

				to fear You as Your people Israel do

				and know that this temple I have built

				is called by Your name.

				

				34 When Your people go out to fight against their enemies,

				wherever You send them,

				and they pray to You

				in the direction of this city You have chosen

				and the temple that I have built for Your name,

				35 may You hear their prayer and petition in heaven

				and uphold their cause.

				

				36 When they sin against You —

				for there is no one who does not sin —

				and You are angry with them

				and hand them over to the enemy,

				and their captors deport them

				to a distant or nearby country,

				37 and when they come to their senses

				in the land where they were deported

				and repent and petition You in their captors' land,

				saying:"We have sinned and done wrong;

				we have been wicked,"

				38 and when they return to You with their whole mind and heart

				in the land of their captivity where they were taken captive,

				and when they pray in the direction of their land

				that You gave their ancestors,

				and the city You have chosen,

				and toward the temple I have built for Your name,

				39 may You hear their prayer and petitions in heaven,

				Your dwelling place,

				and uphold their cause.bi

				May You forgive Your people

				who sinned against You.  (See Neh #2:A Model Prayer.)

				

				40 Now, my God,

				please let Your eyes be open

				and Your ears attentive

				to the prayer of this place.

				41 Now therefore:

				

				Arise, Lord God, come to Your resting place,

				You and Your powerful ark.

				May Your priests, Lord God, be clothed 
with salvation,

				and may Your godly people rejoice in goodness.

				42 Lord God, do not reject Your anointed one; bj

				remember the loyalty of Your servant David.

				
The Dedication Ceremonies

				7 When Solomon finished praying, fire descended from heaven and consumed the •burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the Lord filled the temple. 2 The priests were not able to enter the Lord's temple because the glory of the Lord filled the temple of the Lord. 3 All the Israelites were watching when the fire descended and the glory of the Lord came on the temple. They bowed down on the pavement with their faces to the ground. They worshiped and praised the Lord:

				

				For He is good,

				for His faithful love endures forever.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Authentic Worship

				[image: Getz0419.png]

				#6 Though centuries have passed since the Holy Spirit came on the day of Pentecost, we are to continue to worship and praise God as if it happened in our lifetime. 

				In order to reveal who He is and that He has a special message, God has periodically revealed His holy presence in the context of fire: 

				
						He spoke to Moses from a burning bush (Ex 3:2). 

						He revealed the Ten Commandments from a mountain covered by smoke and fire (Ex 19:18). 

						He spoke to all Israel from Mount Carmel through the fire that consumed the sacrifice (1Kg 18:38). 

						And, following Solomon's prayer of dedication,"fire descended from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the Lord filled the temple" (2Ch 7:1). 

				

				In all of these instances, God's people realized they were in the very presence of God and engaged in authentic worship.

				Centuries later, John the Baptist prophesied that Jesus Christ would launch His church by baptizing His followers"with the Holy Spirit and fire" (Mt 3:11). That great event took place on the day of Pentecost: 

				Suddenly a sound like that of a violent rushing wind came from heaven, and it filled the whole house where they were staying. And tongues, like flames of fire that were divided, appeared to them and rested on each one of them. Then they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different languages, as the Spirit gave them ability for speech. . . . And they were astounded and amazed. (Ac 2:2-4,7a)  (See Ac #3:Miraculous Events.)

				Praise God that the effects are still with us today, since the Holy Spirit dwells in all true Christians.

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can we as Christians still sense the awesomeness of this great historic event and respond with authentic worship and praise?

				

				4 The king and all the people were offering sacrifices in the Lord's presence. 5 King Solomon offered a sacrifice of 22,000 cattle and 120,000 sheep. In this manner the king and all the people dedicated God's temple. 6 The priests and the Levites were standing at their stations. The Levites had the musical instruments of the Lord, which King David had made to praise the Lord —"for His faithful love endures forever" — when he offered praise with them. Across from the Levites, the priests were blowing trumpets, and all the people were standing. 7 Since the bronze altar that Solomon had made could not accommodate the burnt offering, the •grain offering, and the fat of the •fellowship offerings, Solomon first consecrated the middle of the courtyard that was in front of the Lord's temple and then offered the burnt offerings and the fat of the fellowship offerings there.

				8 So Solomon and all Israel with him — a very great assembly, from the entrance to Hamathbk to the Brook of Egypt — observed the festival at that time for seven days. 9 On the eighth day they held a sacred assembly, for the dedication of the altar lasted seven days and the festival seven days. 10 On the twenty-third day of the seventh month he sent the people away to their tents, rejoicing and with happy hearts for the goodness the Lord had done for David, for Solomon, and for His people Israel.

				11 So Solomon finished the Lord's temple and the royal palace. Everything that had entered Solomon's heart to do for the Lord's temple and for his own palace succeeded.

				
The Lord's Response

				12 Then the Lord appeared to Solomon at night and said to him:

				

				I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for Myself as a temple of sacrifice.13 If I close the sky so there is no rain, or if I command the grasshopper to consume the land, or if I send pestilence on My people,14 and My people who are called by My name humble themselves, pray and seek My face, and turn from their evil ways, then I will hear from heaven, forgive their sin, and heal their land.15 My eyes will now be open and My ears attentive to prayer from this place.16 And I have now chosen and consecrated this temple so that My name may be there forever; My eyes and My heart will be there at all times.

				

				17 As for you, if you walk before Me as your father David walked, doing everything I have commanded you, and if you keep My statutes and ordinances, 18 I will establish your royal throne, as I promised your father David: You will never fail to have a man ruling in Israel.

				

				19 However, if you turn away and abandon My statutes and My commands that I have set before you and if you go and serve other gods and worship them, 20 then I will uproot Israel from the soil that I gave them, and this temple that I have sanctified for My name I will banish from My presence; I will make it an object of scorn and ridicule among all the peoples. 21 As for this temple, which was exalted, everyone who passes by will be appalled and will say: Why did the Lord do this to this land and this temple? 22 Then they will say: Because they abandoned the Lord God of their ancestors who brought them out of the land of Egypt. They clung to other gods and worshiped and served them. Because of this, He brought all this ruin on them.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - A Priority through Prayer
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				#7 We are to pray regularly for all government officials so that we'll have a peaceful environment in which to worship God and to communicate the gospel. 

				God's response to Solomon following the extraordinary dedicatory events is directly related to the earthly blessings God promised Israel if they kept His laws in the promised land (Dt 28). Sadly, they did not obey God, and they suffered the curses rather than the blessings. This is, in essence, the story of the Old Testament. 

				When we look at the New Testament, God added an eternal dimension to the prayers of Christians, regardless of geographical location. Listen to the words of Paul to Timothy, who was serving the church in Ephesus, a great city in the Roman Empire:

				First of all, then, I urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all those who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. This is good, and it pleases God our Savior, who wants everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one mediator between God and humanity, Christ Jesus, Himself human, who gave Himself—a ransom for all, a testimony at the proper time. (1Tm 2:1-6)  (See 1Tm #4:Prayer for Government Leaders.)

				Though the church has continued to grow when there is persecution, it is God's will that we be able to live in peace. Political tranquility is not merely for our own enjoyment but to enable us to share more freely the Good News that Jesus Christ died and rose again so that people might believe in Him and inherit eternal life. 

				Reflection and Response

				When praying for our country, why is it easy for Christians today to focus more on earthly concerns than on eternal concerns?

				

				
Solomon's Later Building Projects

				8 At the end of 20 years during which Solomon had built the Lord's temple and his own palace — 2 Solomon had rebuilt the cities Hiram gave him and settled Israelites there — 3 Solomon went to Hamath-zobah and seized it. 4 He built Tadmor in the wilderness along with all the storage cities that he built in Hamath. 5 He built Upper Beth-horon and Lower Beth-horon — fortified cities with walls, gates, and bars — 6 Baalath, all the storage cities that belonged to Solomon, all the chariot cities, the cavalry cities, and everything Solomon desired to build in Jerusalem, Lebanon, or anywhere else in the land of his dominion.

				7 As for all the peoples who remained of the Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, who were not from Israel — 8 their descendants who remained in the land after them, those the Israelites had not completely destroyed — Solomon imposed forced labor on them; it is this way today. 9 But Solomon did not consign the Israelites to be slaves for his work; they were soldiers, commanders of his captains, and commanders of his chariots and his cavalry. 10 These were King Solomon's deputies: 250 who ruled over the people.

				11 Solomon brought the daughter of Pharaoh from the city of David to the house he had built for her, for he said,"My wife must not live in the house bl of David king of Israel because the places the ark of the Lord has come into are holy."

				
Public Worship Established at the Temple

				12 At that time Solomon offered •burnt offerings to the Lord on the Lord's altar he had made in front of the portico. 13 He followed the daily requirement for offerings according to the commandment of Moses for Sabbaths, New Moons, and the three annual appointed festivals: the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks, and the Festival of Booths. 14 According to the ordinances of his father David, he appointed the divisions of the priests over their service, of the Levites over their responsibilities to offer praise and to minister before the priests following the daily requirement, and of the gatekeepers by their divisions with respect to each gate, for this had been the command of David, the man of God. 15 They did not turn aside from the king's command regarding the priests and the Levites concerning any matter or concerning the treasuries. 16 All of Solomon's work was carried out from the day the foundation was laid for the Lord's temple until it was finished. So the Lord's temple was completed.

				
Solomon's Fleet

				17 At that time Solomon went to Ezion-geber and to Eloth on the seashore in the land of Edom. 18 So Hirambm sent ships to him by his servants along with crews of experienced seamen. They went with Solomon's servants to Ophir, took from there 17 tonsbn of gold, and delivered it to King Solomon.

				
The Queen of Sheba

				9 The queen of Sheba heard of Solomon's fame, so she came to test Solomon with difficult questions at Jerusalem with a very large entourage, with camels bearing spices, gold in abundance, and precious stones. She came to Solomon and spoke with him about everything that was on her mind. 2 So Solomon answered all her questions; nothing was too difficult for Solomon to explain to her. 3 When the queen of Sheba observed Solomon's wisdom, the palace he had built, 4 the food at his table, his servants' residence, his attendants' service and their attire, his cupbearers and their attire, and the •burnt offerings he offered at the Lord's temple, it took her breath away.  (See 1Kg #12:God's Bridge to the World.)

				5 She said to the king,"The report I heard in my own country about your words and about your wisdom is true. 6 But I didn't believe their reports until I came and saw with my own eyes. Indeed, I was not even told half of your great wisdom! You far exceed the report I heard. 7 How happy are your men. bo How happy are these servants of yours, who always stand in your presence hearing your wisdom. 8 May the Lord your God be praised! He delighted in you and put you on His throne as king for the Lord your God. Because Your God loved Israel enough to establish them forever, He has set you over them as king to carry out justice and righteousness."   (Review 2 Ch #2: Our-Witness in the World.)

				9 Then she gave the king four and a half tonsbp of gold, a great quantity of spices, and precious stones. There never were such spices as those the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon. 10 In addition, Hiram's servants and Solomon's servants who brought gold from Ophir also brought algum wood and precious stones. 11 The king made the algum wood into walkways for the Lord's temple and for the king's palace and into lyres and harps for the singers. Never before had anything like them been seen in the land of Judah.

				12 King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba her every desire, whatever she asked — far more than she had brought the king. Then she, along with her servants, returned to her own country.

				
Solomon's Wealth

				13 The weight of gold that came to Solomon annually was 25 tons,bq 14 besides what was brought by the merchants and traders. All the Arabian kings and governors of the land also brought gold and silver to Solomon.

				15 King Solomon made 200 large shields of hammered gold; 15 poundsbr of hammered gold went into each shield. 16 He made 300 small shields of hammered gold; about eight poundsbs of gold went into each shield. The king put them in the House of the Forest of Lebanon.

				17 The king also made a large ivory throne and overlaid it with pure gold. 18 The throne had six steps; there was a footstool covered in gold for the throne, armrests on either side of the seat, and two lions standing beside the armrests. 19 Twelve lions were standing there on the six steps, one at each end. Nothing like it had ever been made in any other kingdom.

				20 All of King Solomon's drinking cups were gold, and all the utensils of the House of the Forest of Lebanon were pure gold. There was no silver, since it was considered as nothing in Solomon's time, 21 for the king's ships kept going to Tarshish with Hiram's servants, and once every three years the ships of Tarshish would arrive bearing gold, silver, ivory, apes, and peacocks.bt

				22 King Solomon surpassed all the kings of the world in riches and wisdom. 23 All the kings of the world wanted an audience with Solomon to hear the wisdom God had put in his heart. 24 Each of them would bring his own gift — itemsbu of silver and gold, clothing, weapons, bv, bw spices, and horses and mules — as an annual tribute.

				25 Solomon had 4,000 stalls for horses and chariots, and 12,000 horsemen. He stationed them in the chariot cities and with the king in Jerusalem. 26 He ruled over all the kings from the Euphrates River to the land of the Philistines and as far as the border of Egypt. 27 The king made silver as common in Jerusalem as stones, and he made cedar as abundant as sycamore in the Judean foothills. 28 They were bringing horses for Solomon from Egypt and from all the countries.

				
Solomon's Death

				29 The remaining events of Solomon's reign, from beginning to end, are written in the Events of Nathan the Prophet, the Prophecy of Ahijah the Shilonite, and the Visions of Iddo the Seer concerning Jeroboam son of Nebat. 30 Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel for 40 years. 31 Solomon rested with his fathers and was buried in the city of his father David. His son Rehoboam became king in his place.  (See 1Kg #13 through #15)

				
The Kingdom Divided

				10 Then Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had gone to Shechem to make him king. 2 When Jeroboam son of Nebat heard about it — for he was in Egypt where he had fled from King Solomon's presence — Jeroboam returned from Egypt. 3 So they summoned him. Then Jeroboam and all Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam: 4 "Your father made our yoke difficult. Therefore, lighten your father's harsh service and the heavy yoke he put on us, and we will serve you."

				5 Rehoboam replied,"Return to me in three days." So the people left.

				6 Then King Rehoboam consulted with the elders who had served his father Solomon when he was alive, asking,"How do you advise me to respond to these people?"

				7 They replied,"If you will be kind to these people and please them by speaking kind words to them, they will be your servants forever."

				8 But he rejected the advice of the elders who had advised him, and he consulted with the young men who had grown up with him, the ones serving him. 9 He asked them,"What message do you advise we send back to these people who said to me, 'Lighten the yoke your father put on us'?"

				10 Then the young men who had grown up with him told him,"This is what you should say to the people who said to you, 'Your father made our yoke heavy, but you, make it lighter on us! ' This is what you should say to them: 'My little finger is thicker than my father's loins.bx 11 Now therefore, my father burdened you with a heavy yoke, but I will add to your yoke; my father disciplined you with whips, but I, with barbed whips.'"by

				12 So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam on the third day, just as the king had ordered, saying,"Return to me on the third day." 13 Then the king answered them harshly. King Rehoboam rejected the elders' advice 14 and spoke to them according to the young men's advice, saying,"My father made your yoke heavy, bz but I will add to it; my father disciplined you with whips, but I, with barbed whips."ca  (See  1Kg #16:Aged Wisdom.)

				15 The king did not listen to the people because the turn of events came from God, in order that the Lord might carry out His word that He had spoken through Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam son of Nebat.

				16 When all Israel saw cb that the king had not listened to them, the people answered the king:

				

				What portion do we have in David?

				We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse.

				Israel, each man to your tent;

				David, look after your own house now!

				

				So all Israel went to their tents. 17 But as for the Israelites living in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them.

				18 Then King Rehoboam sent Hadoram, who was in charge of the forced labor, but the Israelites stoned him to death. However, King Rehoboam managed to get into his chariot to flee to Jerusalem. 19 Israel is in rebellion against the house of David until today.  (See 1Kg #17:God's Sovereignty and Human Responsibility.)

				
Rehoboam in Jerusalem

				11 When Rehoboam arrived in Jerusalem, he mobilized the house of Judah and Benjamin — 180,000 choice warriors — to fight against Israel to restore the reign to Rehoboam. 2 But the word of the Lord came to Shemaiah, the man of God: 3 "Say to Rehoboam son of Solomon, king of Judah, to all Israel in Judah and Benjamin, and to the rest of the people: 4 'This is what the Lord says: You are not to march up and fight against your brothers. Each of you must return home, for this incident has come from Me.'"

				So they listened to what the Lord said and turned back from going against Jeroboam.

				
Judah's King Rehoboam

				5 Rehoboam stayed in Jerusalem, and he fortified citiescc in Judah. 6 He built up Bethlehem, Etam, Tekoa, 7 Beth-zur, Soco, Adullam, 8 Gath, Mareshah, Ziph, 9 Adoraim, Lachish, Azekah, 10 Zorah, Aijalon, and Hebron, which are fortified cities in Judah and in Benjamin. 11 He strengthened their fortifications and put leaders in them with supplies of food, oil, and wine. 12 He also put large shields and spears in each and every city to make them very strong. So Judah and Benjamin were his.

				13 The priests and Levites from all their regions throughout Israel took their stand with Rehoboam, 14 for the Levites left their pasturelands and their possessions and went to Judah and Jerusalem, because Jeroboam and his sons refused to let them serve as priests of •Yahweh. 15 Jeroboam appointed his own priests for the •high places, the goat-demons, and the golden calves he had made.  (See 1Kg #18:Deception and Distortions.)  16 Those from every tribe of Israel who had determined in their hearts to seek Yahweh their God followed the Levites to Jerusalem to sacrifice to Yahweh, the God of their ancestors. 17 So they strengthened the kingdom of Judah and supported Rehoboam son of Solomon for three years, because they walked in the way of David and Solomon for three years.

				A Principle to Live By - Faithfulness in Difficult Circumstances

				[image: Getz0421.png]

				#8 Even if our government leaders are not following God as they should, we are to submit to them, but never to violate God's will.

				Rehoboam was anything but a godly king. He rejected the wisdom from the elders and followed the foolish advice of younger men in Judah (10:12-14). Yet, there were those from the rival kingdom of Israel who decided to worship the one true God even though their evil king, Jeroboam, had set up golden calves in Bethel and Dan (1Kg 12:28-30). They refused to worship these idols and continued to travel to Jerusalem to worship in the temple. Consequently, they actually helped strengthen the kingdom of Judah and King Rehoboam even though he was an arrogant and sinful king.  (See Ac #10:Our Dual Citizenship.)

				The same dynamic took place in the Roman world when Jesus came and launched the church. In giving His memorable Sermon on the Mount, He stated that believers are to be"the salt of the earth" and"the light of the world" (Mt 5:13-14). Our very presence can have an impact on our culture, as pagan as it might be.

				Take the evils of slavery as an example. Paul taught Christian slaves to serve their"human masters with fear and trembling" and with sincerity of heart, as if they were actually serving Jesus Christ. He also instructed Christian masters to treat their slaves as Jesus Christ had treated them (Eph 6:5-9). Eventually, this approach not only eliminated slavery in the first-century church, but it impacted the larger culture as well.  (See Phm #2:Demonstrating Wisdom.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can all of us as dedicated Christians be salt and light in our world socially and politically without compromising our spiritual values?

				

				18 Rehoboam married Mahalath, daughter of David's son Jerimoth and of Abihail daughter of Jesse's son Eliab. 19 She bore sons to him: Jeush, Shemariah, and Zaham. 20 After her, he married Maacah daughtercd of Absalom. She bore Abijah, Attai, Ziza, and Shelomith to him. 21 Rehoboam loved Maacah daughterce of Absalom more than all his wives and concubines. He acquired 18 wives and 60 concubines and was the father of 28 sons and 60 daughters.

				22 Rehoboam appointed Abijah son of Maacah as chief, leader among his brothers, intending to make him king. 23 Rehoboam also showed discernment by dispersing some of his sons to all the regions of Judah and Benjamin and to all the fortified cities. He gave them plenty of provisions and sought many wives for them.

				
Shishak's Invasion

				12 When Rehoboam had established his sovereignty and royal power, he abandoned the law of the Lord — he and all Israel with him. 

				A Principle to Live By - The Success Syndrome
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				#9 When we become successful, we are to be on guard against the temptation to follow our selfish desires and ignore the teachings of the Word of God.

				Ironically, it was the spiritual people in Judea and Israel that helped King Rehoboam become successful. However, afterward he turned away from the very influences that brought him to this position of power—God's laws and God's faithful people. Sadly, his subjects followed.

				Satan is constantly looking for opportunities to use pride as a means of destroying our walk with God—even among those who have special leadership roles in the church. Paul instructed Timothy how to select someone to serve as a church elder:

				He must not be a new convert, or he might become conceited and fall into the condemnation of the Devil. (1Tm 3:6)  (See Pr #30:Pride versus Humility.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to depart from the will of God when we become successful—even as spiritual leaders in the church—and what can we do to keep this from happening?

				

				2 Because they were unfaithful to the Lord, in the fifth year of King Rehoboam, Shishak king of Egypt went to war against Jerusalem 3 with 1,200 chariots, 60,000 cavalrymen, and countless people who came with him from Egypt — Libyans, Sukkiim, and Cushites. 4 He captured the fortified cities of Judah and came as far as Jerusalem.

				5 Then Shemaiah the prophet went to Rehoboam and the leaders of Judah who were gathered at Jerusalem because of Shishak. He said to them:"This is what the Lord says: 'You have abandoned Me; therefore, I have abandoned you into the hand of Shishak.'"

				6 So the leaders of Israel and the king humbled themselves and said,"•Yahweh is righteous."

				7 When the Lord saw that they had humbled themselves, the Lord's message came to Shemaiah:"They have humbled themselves; I will not destroy them but will grant them a little deliverance. My wrath will not be poured out on Jerusalem through Shishak.8 However, they will become his servants so that they may recognize the difference between serving Me and serving the kingdoms of other lands."

				9 So King Shishak of Egypt went to war against Jerusalem. He seized the treasuries of the Lord's temple and the treasuries of the royal palace. He took everything. He took the gold shields that Solomon had made. 10 King Rehoboam made bronze shields in their place and committed them into the care of the captains of the royal escortscf who guarded the entrance to the king's palace. 11 Whenever the king entered the Lord's temple, the royal escorts would carry the shields and take them back to the royal escorts' armory. 12 When Rehoboam humbled himself, the Lord's anger turned away from him, and He did not destroy him completely. Besides that, conditions were good in Judah.

				A Principle to Live By - The Importance of Humility
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				#10 No matter our failures, we should first and foremost humble ourselves in order to restore our relationship with God. 

				Rehoboam failed God miserably and was judged severely. However, in the midst of the painful consequences, he"humbled himself." Though God did not eliminate His judgments on Rehoboam,"He did not destroy him completely" (v. 12). Despite his sins, God still honored his humility.

				This should not surprise us since humility should be the hallmark in every Christian's life. 
Jesus Christ set the example for all of us:

				Make your own attitude that of Christ Jesus, who, existing in the form of God, did not consider equality with God as something to be used for His own advantage. Instead He emptied Himself by assuming the form of a slave, taking on the likeness of men. And when He had come as a man in His external form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death—even to death on a cross. (Php 2:5-8)  (See Php #6:Imitating Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so difficult for those who have failed ethically and morally to give up their pride and humble themselves before God?

				

				
Rehoboam's Last Days

				13 King Rehoboam established his royal power in Jerusalem. Rehoboam was 41 years old when he became king and reigned 17 years in Jerusalem, the city the Lord had chosen from all the tribes of Israel to put His name. Rehoboam's mother's name was Naamah the Ammonite. 14 Rehoboam did what was evil, because he did not determine in his heart to seek the Lord.

				15 The events of Rehoboam's reign, from beginning to end, are written in the Events of Shemaiah the Prophet and of Iddo the Seer concerning genealogies. There was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam throughout their reigns. 16 Rehoboam rested with his fathers and was buried in the city of David. His son Abijah became king in his place.

				A Principle to Live By - A Heart Decision
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				#11 If we're going to walk in God's will daily and serve Him faithfully, we must make this determination in our hearts. 

				All of the kings of Judah and Israel who followed the way of evil rather than God's will violated what the children of Israel heard from Moses before they ever entered the promised land: 

				Listen, Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is One. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. These words that I am giving you today are to be in your heart. (Dt 6:4-6) 

				Daniel, who was still in his teen years, was taken into Babylonian captivity and exposed to all the evil in that pagan culture. Yet he didn't violate the laws of God in spite of the pressures and the temptations. The reason becomes clear in one specific instance that was typical of the way he lived his entire, long life:

				Daniel determined that he would not defile himself with the king's food or with the wine he drank. (Dn 1:8a)  
(See Dn #2:Total Commitment.)

				As Christians, we have a wonderful advantage in making heart decisions when compared with Old Testament believers like Daniel. In Paul's prayer for the Ephesians, he referred to Christ's indwelling presence through the Holy Spirit who empowers us to make heart decisions in harmony with God's will:

				I pray that He may grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power in the inner man through His Spirit, and that the Messiah may dwell in your hearts through faith. (Eph 3:16-17a)  (See Eph #7:Experiencing God's Power.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to distinguish between making decisions with our hearts rather than just with our heads?

				

				
Judah's King Abijah

				13 In the eighteenth year of Israel's King Jeroboam, Abijah became king over Judah 2 and reigned three years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Micaiah cg daughter of Uriel; she was from Gibeah.

				There was war between Abijah and Jeroboam. 3 Abijah set his army of warriors in order with 400,000 choice men. Jeroboam arranged his mighty army of 800,000 choice men in battle formation against him. 4 Then Abijah stood on Mount Zemaraim, which is in the hill country of Ephraim, and said,"Jeroboam and all Israel, hear me. 5 Don't you know that the Lord God of Israel gave the kingship over Israel to David and his descendants forever by a covenant of salt? 6 But Jeroboam son of Nebat, a servant of Solomon son of David, rose up and rebelled against his lord. 7 Then worthless and •wicked men gathered around him to resist Rehoboam son of Solomon when Rehoboam was young, inexperienced, and unable to assert himself against them.

				8 "And now you are saying you can assert yourselves against the Lord's kingdom, which is in the hand of one of David's sons. You are a vast number and have with you the golden calves that Jeroboam made for you as gods.ch 9 Didn't you banish the priests of •Yahweh, the descendants of Aaron and the Levites, and make your own priests like the peoples of other lands do? Whoever comes to ordain himself with a young bull and seven rams may become a priest of what are not gods. (See 1Kg #18:Deception and Distortions.)

				10 "But as for us, Yahweh is our God. We have not abandoned Him; the priests ministering to the Lord are descendants of Aaron, and the Levites serve at their tasks. 11 They offer a •burnt offering and fragrant incense to the Lord every morning and every evening, and they set the rows of the •bread of the Presence on the ceremonially •clean table. They light the lamps of the gold lampstand every evening. We are carrying out the requirements of Yahweh our God, while you have abandoned Him. 12 Look, God and His priests are with us at our head. The trumpets are ready to sound the charge against you. Israelites, don't fight against the Lord God of your ancestors, for you will not succeed."

				13 Now Jeroboam had sent an ambush around to advance from behind them. So they were in front of Judah, and the ambush was behind them. 14 Judah turned and discovered that the battle was in front of them and behind them, so they cried out to the Lord. Then the priests blew the trumpets, 15 and the men of Judah raised the battle cry. When the men of Judah raised the battle cry, God routed Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and Judah. 16 So the Israelites fled before Judah, and God handed them over to them. 17 Then Abijah and his people struck them with a mighty blow, and 500,000 choice men of Israel were killed. 18 The Israelites were subdued at that time. The Judahites succeeded because they depended on the Lord, the God of their ancestors.

				19 Abijah pursued Jeroboam and captured some cities from him: Bethel and its villages, Jeshanah and its villages, and Ephron ci and its villages. 20 Jeroboam no longer retained his powercj during Abijah's reign; ultimately, the Lord struck him and he died.

				21 However, Abijah grew strong, acquired 14 wives, and fathered 22 sons and 16 daughters. 22 The rest of the events of Abijah's reign, along with his ways and his sayings, are written in the Writing of the Prophet Iddo.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Grace

				[image: Getz0425.png]

				#12 We must never conclude that God's continual blessings give us the freedom to indulge in sinful behavior. 

				To understand the basis of this principle, we need to consult the historical record in 1 Kings (where Abijah is called Abijam). There we are told that Abijah"walked in all the sins" of his father, Rehoboam, and"was not completely devoted to the Lord his God" (1Kg 15:3). Though he engaged in outward ceremonies that appeared to honor the Lord, he still engaged in idolatry. He mixed his worship of the one true God with the worship of false gods.  (See Jdg #19:Religious Syncretism.)

				Yet, God gave Abijah's army success, not because of their king, but because his men"depended on the Lord, the God of their ancestors" (2Ch 13:18). Furthermore, God gave Abijah"a lamp in Jerusalem to raise up his son after him and to establish Jerusalem. For David did what was right in the Lord's eyes" (1Kg 15:4-5). 

				Even today, God at times blesses us in His grace, not because our leaders are faithful in doing His will, but because as followers we are still faithful. Or the Lord may continue to bless us because of our forefathers, even if we are not walking in God's will as they did. The apostle Paul warned against presuming on God's grace:

				What should we say then? Should we continue in sin so that grace may multiply? Absolutely not! How can we who died to sin still live in it? (Rm 6:1-2)  (See Rm #10:Our New Life in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to assume that a leader's success means the leader is faithful to the Lord?

				

				14ck 1Abijah rested with his fathers and was buried in the city of David. His son Asa became king in his place. During his reign the land experienced peace for 10 years.

				
Judah's King Asa

				2 cl Asa did what was good and right in the sight of the Lord his God. 3 He removed the pagan altars and the •high places. He shattered their sacred pillars and chopped down their •Asherah poles. 4 He told the people of Judah to seek the Lord God of their ancestors and to carry out the instruction and the commands. 5 He also removed the high places and the incense altars from all the cities of Judah, and the kingdom experienced peace under him.

				6 Because the land experienced peace, Asa built fortified cities in Judah. No one made war with him in those days because the Lord gave him rest. 7 So he said to the people of Judah,"Let's build these cities and surround them with walls and towers, with doors and bars. The land is still ours because we sought the Lord our God. We sought Him and He gave us rest on every side." So they built and succeeded.

				
The Cushite Invasion

				8 Asa had an army of 300,000 from Judah bearing large shields and spears, and 280,000 from Benjamin bearing regular shields and drawing the bow. All these were brave warriors. 9 Then Zerah the •Cushite came against them with an army of one million men and 300 cm chariots. They came as far as Mareshah. 10 So Asa marched out against him and lined up in battle formation in the Valley of Zephathah at Mareshah.

				11 Then Asa cried out to the Lord his God:"Lord, there is no one besides You to help the mighty and those without strength. Help us, Lord our God, for we depend on You, and in Your name we have come against this large army. •Yahweh, You are our God. Do not let a mere mortal hinder You."

				12 So the Lord routed the Cushites before Asa and before Judah, and the Cushites fled. 13 Then Asa and the people who were with him pursued them as far as Gerar. The Cushites fell until they had no survivors, for they were crushed before Yahweh and His army. So the people of Judah carried off a great supply of loot. 14 Then they attacked all the cities around Gerar because the terror of the Lord was on them. They also plundered all the cities, since there was a great deal of plunder in them. 15 They also attacked the tents of the herdsmen and captured many sheep and camels. Then they returned to Jerusalem.

				
Revival Under Asa

				15 The Spirit of God came on Azariah son of Oded. 2 So he went out to meet Asa and said to him,"Asa and all Judah and Benjamin, hear me. The Lord is with you when you are with Him. If you seek Him, He will be found by you, but if you abandon Him, He will abandon you. 3 For many years Israel has been without the true God, without a teaching priest, and without instruction, 4 but when they turned to the Lord God of Israel in their distress and sought Him, He was found by them. 5 In those times there was no peace for those who went about their daily activities because the residents of the lands had many conflicts. 6 Nation was crushed by nation and city by city, for God troubled them with every possible distress. 7 But as for you, be strong; don't be discouraged,cn for your work has a reward."

				8 When Asa heard these words and the prophecy of Azariah son of Oded the prophet, he took courage and removed the detestable idols from the whole land of Judah and Benjamin and from the cities he had captured in the hill country of Ephraim. He renovated the altar of the Lord that was in front of the portico of the Lord's temple. 9 Then he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, as well as those from the tribes of Ephraim, Manasseh, and Simeon who had settled among them, for they had defected to him from Israel in great numbers when they saw that •Yahweh his God was with him.

				10 They were gathered in Jerusalem in the third month of the fifteenth year of Asa's reign. 11 At that time they sacrificed to the Lord 700 cattle and 7,000 sheep from all the plunder they had brought. 12 Then they entered into a covenant to seek the Lord God of their ancestors with all their mind and all their heart. 13 Whoever would not seek the Lord God of Israel would be put to death, young or old,co man or woman. 14 They took an oath to the Lord in a loud voice, with shouting, with trumpets, and with rams' horns. 15 All Judah rejoiced over the oath, for they had sworn it with all their mind. They had sought Him with all their heart, and He was found by them. So the Lord gave them rest on every side.

				16 King Asa also removed Maacah, his grandmother,cp from being queen mother because she had made an obscene image of •Asherah. Asa chopped down her obscene image, then crushed it and burned it in the Kidron Valley. 17 The •high places were not taken away from Israel; nevertheless, Asa was wholehearted his entire life.cq 18 He brought his father's consecrated gifts and his own consecrated gifts into God's temple: silver, gold, and utensils.

				19 There was no war until the thirty-fifth year of Asa's reign.  (See 1Kg #21:Courageous Leaders.) 

				
Asa's Treaty with Aram

				16 In the thirty-sixth year of Asa, Israel's King Baasha went to war against Judah. He built Ramah in order to deny access to anyone — going or coming — to Judah's King Asa. 2 So Asa brought out the silver and gold from the treasuries of the Lord's temple and the royal palace and sent it to Aram's King Ben-hadad, who lived in Damascus, saying, 3 "There's a treaty between me and you, between my father and your father. Look, I have sent you silver and gold. Go break your treaty with Israel's King Baasha so that he will withdraw from me."

				4 Ben-hadad listened to King Asa and sent the commanders of his armies to the cities of Israel. They attacked Ijon, Dan, Abel-maim,cr and all the storage cities of Naphtali. 5 When Baasha heard about it, he quit building Ramah and stopped his work. 6 Then King Asa brought all Judah, and they carried away the stones of Ramah and the timbers Baasha had built it with. Then he built Geba and Mizpah with them.

				
Hanani's Rebuke of Asa

				7 At that time, Hanani the seer came to King Asa of Judah and said to him,"Because you depended on the king of Aram and have not depended on the Lord your God, the army of the king of Aram has escaped from your hand. 8 Were not the •Cushites and Libyans a vast army with many chariots and horsemen? When you depended on •Yahweh, He handed them over to you.9 For the eyes of Yahweh roam throughout the earth to show Himself strong for those whose hearts are completely His. You have been foolish in this matter. Therefore, you will have wars from now on." 10 Asa was angry with the seer and put him in prisoncs because of his anger over this. And Asa mistreated some of the people at that time.

				
Asa's Death

				11 Note that the events of Asa's reign, from beginning to end, are written in the Book of the Kings of Judah and Israel. 12 In the thirty-ninth year of his reign, Asa developed a disease in his feet, and his disease became increasingly severe. Yet even in his disease he didn't seek the Lord but only the physicians. 13 Asa died in the forty-first year of his reign and rested with his fathers. 14 He was buried in his own tomb that he had made for himself in the city of David. They laid him out in a coffin that was full of spices and various mixtures of prepared ointments; then they made a great fire in his honor.

				A Principle to Live By - Running the Race Victoriously
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				#13 At the beginning and during our spiritual race, we must determine in our hearts to finish strong.

				Asa made a great beginning as king of Judah (14:2). He even removed his own grandmother from being queen mother because of her idolatry (15:16). When Judah was invaded, Asa"cried out to the Lord," and God delivered him (14:11-15). However years later, rather than trusting God, he plundered the temple and his own palace in order to cut a deal with the king of Syria to help him defeat Israel (16:1-3). Though his strategy worked, God was displeased because he had not trusted Him as before. 

				Rather than softening his heart and repenting, Asa became angry at the prophet who confronted him (16:10). He later developed a serious disease in his feet, perhaps as a result of his unrepentant heart. Even then,"he didn't seek the Lord but only the physicians" (16:12). A great start for Asa became a sad ending. 

				Asa's life story speaks to all of us. In order to start well and finish well in the race, we must train ourselves unto godliness and keep our eyes on our goal. The author of Hebrews captured this truth:

				Therefore, since we also have such a large cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us lay aside every weight and the sin that so easily ensnares us. Let us run with endurance the race that lies before us, keeping our eyes on Jesus, the source and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that lay before Him endured a cross and despised the shame and has sat down at the right hand of God's throne. (Heb 12:1-2)  (See Heb #18:Focusing on Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some important ways we can train ourselves to be godly in order to run our spiritual race victoriously? (See 1Tm 4:7-8.) 

				

				
Judah's King Jehoshaphat

				17 His son Jehoshaphat became king in his place and strengthened himself against Israel. 2 He stationed troops in every fortified city of Judah and set garrisons in the land of Judah and in the cities of Ephraim that his father Asa had captured.

				3 Now the Lord was with Jehoshaphat because he walked in the former ways of his father David. ct He did not seek the •Baals 4 but sought the God of his father and walked by His commands, not according to the practices of Israel. 5 So the Lord established the kingdom in his hand. Then all Judah brought him tribute, and he had riches and honor in abundance. 6 His mind rejoiced in the Lord's ways, and he again removed the •high places and •Asherah poles from Judah.

				
Jehoshaphat's Educational Plan

				7 In the third year of his reign, Jehoshaphat sent his officials — Ben-hail, Obadiah, Zechariah, Nethanel, and Micaiah — to teach in the cities of Judah.8 The Levites with them were Shemaiah, Nethaniah, Zebadiah, cu Asahel, Shemiramoth, Jehonathan, Adonijah, Tobijah, and Tob-adonijah; the priests, Elishama and Jehoram, were with these Levites. 9 They taught throughout Judah, having the book of the Lord's instruction with them. They went throughout the towns of Judah and taught the people.

				10 The terror of the Lord was on all the kingdoms of the lands that surrounded Judah, so they didn't fight against Jehoshaphat. 11 Some of the Philistines also brought gifts and silver as tribute to Jehoshaphat, and the Arabs brought him flocks: 7,700 rams and 7,700 male goats.

				A Principle to Live By - Teaching Biblical Truth
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				#14 To bring continual renewal among God's people, we must communicate biblical truth. 

				In spite of Asa's failure to trust God in his final years, his son, Jehoshaphat, was able to build on his father's initial commitment to turn the children of Israel away from idolatry (14:2-5). Jehoshaphat made sure the people understood God's laws. He commissioned a number of faithful men to go throughout the country teaching God's divine commandments to the people, many of whom had never heard (17:9). 

				In order to help the church become what God intends it to become, we must follow this very important first step illustrated by Jehoshaphat and restated by Paul in his final letter to Timothy:

				And what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, commit to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. (2Tm 2:2)  (See 2Tm #3:Mentoring Others.)

				Reflection and Response

				What happens in churches where this principle is neglected, and what happens when it is applied on a consistent basis?

				

				
Jehoshaphat's Military Might

				12 Jehoshaphat grew stronger and stronger. He built fortresses and storage cities in Judah 13 and carried out great works in the towns of Judah. He had fighting men, brave warriors, in Jerusalem. 14 These are their numbers according to their ancestral families. For Judah, the commanders of thousands:

				

				Adnah the commander and 300,000 brave warriors with him;

				15 next to him, Jehohanan the commander 
and 280,000 with him;

				16 next to him, Amasiah son of Zichri, the volunteer of the Lord, and 200,000 brave warriors with him;

				17 from Benjamin, Eliada, a brave warrior, 
and 200,000 with him armed with bow and shield;

				18 next to him, Jehozabad and 180,000 with 
him equipped for war.

				

				19 These were the ones who served the king, besides those he stationed in the fortified cities throughout all Judah.

				
Jehoshaphat's Alliance with Ahab

				18 Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honor in abundance, and he made an alliance with Ahab through marriage.cv 2 Then after some years, he went down to visit Ahab in Samaria. Ahab sacrificed many sheep and cattle for him and for the people who were with him. Then he persuaded him to march up to Ramoth-gilead, 3 for Israel's King Ahab asked Judah's King Jehoshaphat,"Will you go with me to Ramoth-gilead?"

				He replied to him,"I am as you are, my people as your people; we will be with you in the battle." 4 But Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel,"First, please ask what the Lord's will is."

				5 So the king of Israel gathered the prophets, 400 men, and asked them,"Should we go to Ramoth-gilead for war or should I refrain?"

				They replied,"March up, and God will hand it over to the king."

				6 But Jehoshaphat asked,"Isn't there a prophet of •Yahweh here anymore? Let's ask him."

				7 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,"There is still one man who can ask Yahweh, but I hate him because he never prophesies good about me, but only disaster. He is Micaiah son of Imlah."

				"The king shouldn't say that," Jehoshaphat replied.  (See 1Kg #39:Selective Listening.)

				8 So the king of Israel called an officer and said,"Hurry and get Micaiah son of Imlah!"

				9 Now the king of Israel and King Jehoshaphat of Judah, clothed in royal attire, were each sitting on his own throne. They were sitting on the threshing floor at the entrance to Samaria's •gate, and all the prophets were prophesying in front of them. 10 Then Zedekiah son of Chenaanah made iron horns and said,"This is what the Lord says: 'You will gore the Arameans with these until they are finished off.'" 11 And all the prophets were prophesying the same, saying,"March up to Ramoth-gilead and succeed, for the Lord will hand it over to the king."

				
Micaiah's Message of Defeat

				12 The messenger who went to call Micaiah instructed him,"Look, the words of the prophets are unanimously favorable for the king. So let your words be like theirs, and speak favorably."

				13 But Micaiah said,"As the Lord lives, I will say whatever my God says." cw  (See 1Kg #40:Compromising Truth.)

				14 So he went to the king, and the king asked him,"Micaiah, should we go to Ramoth-gilead for war, or should I cx refrain?"

				Micaiah said,"March up and succeed, for they will be handed over to you."

				15 But the king said to him,"How many times must I make you swear not to tell me anything but the truth in the name of Yahweh?"

				16 So Micaiah said:

				

				I saw all Israel scattered on the hills

				like sheep without a shepherd.

				And the Lord said,

				"They have no master;

				let each return home in peace."

				

				17 So the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,"Didn't I tell you he never prophesies good about me, but only disaster?"

				18 Then Micaiah said,"Therefore, hear the word of the Lord. I saw the Lord sitting on His throne, and the whole heavenly •host was standing at His right hand and at His left hand. 19 And the Lord said, 'Who will entice Ahab king of Israel to march up and fall at Ramoth-gilead? ' So one was saying this and another was saying that.

				20 "Then a spirit came forward, stood before the Lord, and said, 'I will entice him.'

				"The Lord asked him, 'How? '

				21 "So he said, 'I will go and become a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.'

				"Then He said, 'You will entice him and also prevail. Go and do that.'

				22 "Now, you see, the Lord has put a lying spirit into the mouth of cy these prophets of yours, and the Lord has pronounced disaster against you."

				23 Then Zedekiah son of Chenaanah came up, hit Micaiah in the face, and demanded,"Which way did the spirit from the Lord leave me to speak to you?"

				24 Micaiah replied,"You will soon see when you go to hide yourself in an inner chamber on that day."

				25 Then the king of Israel ordered,"Take Micaiah and return him to Amon, the governor of the city, and to Joash, the king's son, 26 and say, 'This is what the king says: Put this guy in prison and feed him only bread and watercz until I come back safely.'"

				27 But Micaiah said,"If you ever return safely, the Lord has not spoken through me." Then he said,"Listen, all you people!"

				
Ahab's Death

				28 Then the king of Israel and Judah's King Jehoshaphat went up to Ramoth-gilead. 29 But the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,"I will disguise myself and go into battle, but you wear your royal attire." So the king of Israel disguised himself, and they went into battle.

				30 Now the king of Aram had ordered his chariot commanders,"Do not fight with anyone, small or great, except the king of Israel."

				31 When the chariot commanders saw Jehoshaphat, they shouted,"He must be the king of Israel!" So they turned to attack him, but Jehoshaphat cried out and the Lord helped him. God drew them away from him. 32 When the chariot commanders saw that he was not the king of Israel, they turned back from pursuing him.

				33 But a man drew his bow without taking special aim and struck the king of Israel through the joints of his armor. So he said to the charioteer,"Turn around and take me out of the battle, da for I am badly wounded!" 34 The battle raged throughout that day, and the king of Israel propped himself up in his chariot facing the Arameans until evening. Then he died at sunset.

				
Jehu's Rebuke of Jehoshaphat

				19 Jehoshaphat king of Judah returned to his home in Jerusalem in peace. 2 Then Jehu son of Hanani the seer went out to confront himdb and said to King Jehoshaphat,"Do you help the wicked and love those who hate the Lord? Because of this, the Lord's wrath is on you. 3 However, some good is found in you, for you have removed the •Asherah poles from the land and have decided to seek God."

				
Jehoshaphat's Reforms

				4 Jehoshaphat lived in Jerusalem, and once again he went out among the people from Beer-sheba to the hill country of Ephraim and brought them back to •Yahweh, the God of their ancestors.5 He appointed judges in all the fortified cities of the land of Judah, city by city.6 Then he said to the judges,"Consider what you are doing, for you do not judge for man, but for the Lord, who is with you in the matter of judgment.7 And now, may the terror of the Lord be on you. Watch what you do, for there is no injustice or partiality or taking bribes with the Lord our God."

				8 Jehoshaphat also appointed in Jerusalem some of the Levites and priests and some of the heads of the Israelite families for deciding the Lord's will and for settling disputes of the residents of dc Jerusalem. 9 He commanded them, saying,"In the •fear of the Lord, with integrity, and with a whole heart, you are to do the following: 10 for every dispute that comes to you from your brothers who dwell in their cities — whether it regards differences of bloodguilt, law, commandment, statutes, or judgments — you are to warn them, so they will not incur •guilt before the Lord and wrath will not come on you and your brothers. Do this, and you will not incur guilt.

				11 "Note that Amariah, the chief priest, is over you in all matters related to the Lord, and Zebadiah son of Ishmael, the ruler of the house of Judah, in all matters related to the king, and the Levites are officers in your presence. Be strong; may the Lord be with those who do what is good."

				A Principle to Live By - Appointing Godly Leaders
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				#15 To bring continual renewal among God's people, we must select and appoint godly 
leaders. 

				Jehoshaphat demonstrated that he understood what happened at Mount Sinai. In order to lead the children of Israel effectively, Moses had selected godly individuals who would not take bribes. He then assigned these leaders"over the people as commanders of thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens" (Ex 18:21; see also Dt 1:13). Jehoshaphat followed this leadership model.  (See Ex #23:Delegating Effectively.)

				This is the key to effective ministry and renewal in the church. Paul understood its importance when he instructed Timothy and Titus to appoint elders and deacons who were God-fearing and who reflected the character of Jesus Christ (1Tm 3:1-13; Ti 1:5-9).  (See 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity.)

				Reflection and Response

				What happens in a church when we follow this principle and what happens when we appoint leaders who are not qualified? 

				

				
War against Eastern Enemies

				20 After this, the Moabites and Ammonites, together with some of the Meunites, dd came to fight against Jehoshaphat. 2 People came and told Jehoshaphat,"A vast number from beyond the Dead Sea and from Edom de has come to fight against you; they are already in Hazazon-tamar" (that is, En-gedi). 3 Jehoshaphat was afraid, and he resolved to seek the Lord. Then he proclaimed a fast for all Judah, 4 who gathered to seek the Lord. They even came from all the cities of Judah to seek Him.

				
Jehoshaphat's Prayer

				5 Then Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem in the Lord's temple before the new courtyard. 6 He said:

				

				•Yahweh, the God of our ancestors, are You not the God who is in heaven, and do You not rule over all the kingdoms of the nations? Power and might are in Your hand, and no one can stand against You. 7 Are You not our God who drove out the inhabitants of this land before Your people Israel and who gave it forever to the descendants of Abraham Your friend? 8 They have lived in the land and have built You a sanctuary in it for Your name and have said, 9 "If disaster comes on us — sword or judgment, pestilence or famine — we will stand before this temple and before You, for Your name is in this temple. We will cry out to You because of our distress, and You will hear and deliver."

				

				10 Now here are the Ammonites, Moabites, and the inhabitants of Mount Seir. You did not let Israel invade them when Israel came out of the land of Egypt, but Israel turned away from them and did not destroy them. 11 Look how they repay us by coming to drive us out of Your possession that You gave us as an inheritance. 12 Our God, will You not judge them? For we are powerless before this vast number that comes to fight against us. We do not know what to do, but we look to You.df

				A Principle to Live By - Prayer and Faith
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				#16 Leaders must pray and trust God for wisdom and spiritual power in order to lead God's people into continual renewal. 

				Jehoshaphat faced a frightening confrontation with his enemies. Knowing he would have difficulty defeating them in battle,"he proclaimed a fast for all Judah, who gathered to seek the Lord" (vv. 3-4). Jehoshaphat led the people in a dynamic prayer, seeking God's help (vv. 5-12). The Lord responded through the prophet Jahaziel, reassuring the king and the children of Israel that the battle was not theirs, but God's. In gratitude, Jehoshaphat led the people by example, bowing low before the Lord"with his face to the ground, and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem" followed suit and"fell down before the Lord to worship Him" (v. 18). 

				The battle we fight today as Christians is"not against flesh and blood, but . . . against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavens" (Eph 6:12). To defeat Satan and his evil associates, we must put on"the full armor of God"—truth, righteousness, faith, hope, and"the sword of the Spirit, which is God's word" (Eph 6:13-17). However, the capstone for victory against Satan is prayer, a dynamic lesson we can learn from Jehoshaphat. Thus, Paul concluded this paragraph on the armor of God by saying,

				Pray at all times in the Spirit with every prayer and request, and stay alert in this with all perseverance and intercession for all the saints. (Eph 6:18)  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to neglect prayer and to try to fight our spiritual battles in our own strength?

				

				
God's Answer

				13 All Judah was standing before the Lord with their infants, their wives, and their children. 14 In the middle of the congregation, the Spirit of the Lord came on Jahaziel (son of Zechariah, son of Benaiah, son of Jeiel, son of Mattaniah, a Levite from •Asaph's descendants), 15 and he said,"Listen carefully, all Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and King Jehoshaphat. This is what the Lord says: 'Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast number, for the battle is not yours, but God's. 16 Tomorrow, go down against them. You will see them coming up the Ascent of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the valley facing the Wilderness of Jeruel. 17 You do not have to fight this battle. Position yourselves, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord. He is with you, Judah and Jerusalem. Do not be afraid or discouraged. Tomorrow, go out to face them, for Yahweh is with you.'"

				18 Then Jehoshaphat bowed with his face to the ground, and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell down before the Lord to worship Him.19 Then the Levites from the sons of the Kohathites and the Korahites stood up to praise the Lord God of Israel shouting with a loud voice.

				A Principle to Live By - A Family Experience

				[image: Getz0430.png]

				#17 There are times when parents should involve their total families in worshiping God and trusting Him to meet their needs. 

				A"vast number" was mobilizing against God's people (v. 15). Jehoshaphat, knowing the seriousness of the situation, had proclaimed a fast. People from all over Judah gathered to"seek the Lord" and His help (vv. 3-4). Jehoshaphat stood before the people and prayed a powerful prayer, not just in the presence of the men of Judah, but before their whole families. 

				This must have been an awesome and overwhelming experience as the prophet Jahaziel reassured them with a message from God that they need not be"afraid or discouraged." The Lord was going to defeat their enemies (vv. 14-15).

				At this point, whole families saw their king on his face before God. Children saw their parents fall down"before the Lord to worship Him" (v. 18). What happened the next day was a lesson they should never have forgotten: God caused their enemies to turn on each other and destroy themselves (vv. 22-23). 

				In the New Testament, we have a family scene that demonstrates how important it is to involve our children in certain events. Paul stopped in Tyre on his way to Jerusalem. He knew that trouble awaited him because on several occasions the Holy Spirit had warned him. The deep concern Paul's disciples had for his welfare prompted a farewell prayer session recorded by Luke:

				When our days there were over, we left to continue our journey, while all of them, with their wives and children, escorted us out of the city. After kneeling down on the beach to pray, we said good-bye to one another. Then we boarded the ship, and they returned home. (Ac 21:5-6)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some crisis situations where the whole family should be involved but, on the other hand, when should children be protected from traumatic events?

				

				
Victory and Plunder

				20 In the morning they got up early and went out to the wilderness of Tekoa. As they were about to go out, Jehoshaphat stood and said,"Hear me, Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem. Believe in Yahweh your God, and you will be established; believe in His prophets, and you will succeed." 21 Then he consulted with the people and appointed some to sing for the Lord and some to praise the splendor of His holiness. When they went out in front of the armed forces, they kept singing:dg

				

				Give thanks to the Lord,

				for His faithful love endures forever.

				

				22 The moment they began their shouts and praises, the Lord set an ambush against the Ammonites, Moabites, and the inhabitants of Mount Seir who came to fight against Judah, and they were defeated. 23 The Ammonites and Moabites turned against the inhabitants of Mount Seir and •completely annihilated them. When they had finished with the inhabitants of Seir, they helped destroy each other.

				24 When Judah came to a place overlooking the wilderness, they looked for the large army, but there were only corpses lying on the ground; nobody had escaped. 25 Then Jehoshaphat and his people went to gather the plunder. They found among them dh an abundance of goods on the bodies di and valuable items. So they stripped them until nobody could carry any more. They were gathering the plunder for three days because there was so much. 26 They assembled in the Valley of Beracah on the fourth day, for there they praised the Lord. Therefore, that place is still called the Valley of Beracah today.

				27 Then all the men of Judah and Jerusalem turned back with Jehoshaphat their leader, returning joyfully to Jerusalem, for the Lord enabled them to rejoice over their enemies. 28 So they came into Jerusalem to the Lord's temple with harps, lyres, and trumpets.

				29 The terror of God was on all the kingdoms of the lands when they heard that Yahweh had fought against the enemies of Israel. 30 Then Jehoshaphat's kingdom was quiet, for his God gave him rest on every side.

				
Summary of Jehoshaphat's Reign

				31 Jehoshaphat became king over Judah. He was 35 years old when he became king and reigned 25 years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Azubah daughter of Shilhi. 32 He walked in the way of Asa his father; he did not turn away from it but did what was right in the Lord's sight. 33 However, the •high places were not taken away; the people had not yet set their hearts on the God of their ancestors. (Review 2 Ch #11: A Heart Decision.)

				34 The rest of the events of Jehoshaphat's reign from beginning to end are written in the Events of Jehu son of Hanani, which is recorded in the Book of Israel's Kings.

				
Jehoshaphat's Fleet of Ships

				35 After this, Judah's King Jehoshaphat made an alliance with Israel's King Ahaziah, who was •guilty of wrongdoing. 36 Jehoshaphat formed an alliance with him to make ships to go to Tarshish, and they made the ships in Ezion-geber. 37 Then Eliezer son of Dodavahu of Mareshah prophesied against Jehoshaphat, saying,"Because you formed an alliance with Ahaziah, the Lord has broken up what you have made." So the ships were wrecked and were not able to go to Tarshish.

				A Principle to Live By - Improper Alliances
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				#18 We should avoid entering into partnerships with individuals who do not share our biblical values. 

				King Jehoshaphat stands out as one of the better kings in Judah"because he walked in the former ways of his father David" (17:3). However, toward the end of his 25-year reign, he made a significant mistake. His alliance with Israel's wicked King Ahaziah brought God's judgment. The ships they built together ended up in the bottom of the sea.  (Review 2 Ch #13: Running the Race Victoriously.)

				Paul warned against alliances with people who do not share our biblical values:

				Do not be mismatched with unbelievers. For what partnership is there between righteousness
and lawlessness? Or what fellowship does light have with darkness? What agreement does Christ have with Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? And what agreement does God's sanctuary have with idols? For we are the sanctuary of the living God. (2Co 6:14-16a)  (See 2Co #10:Proper Relationships.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the consequences that often result when believers and unbelievers 
attempt to partner together?

				

				
Jehoram Becomes King Over Judah

				21 Jehoshaphat rested with his fathers and was buried with his fathers in the city of David. His son Jehoram became king in his place. 2 He had brothers, sons of Jehoshaphat: Azariah, Jehiel, Zechariah, Azariah, Michael, and Shephatiah; all these were the sons of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah. dj 3 Their father had given them many gifts of silver, gold, and valuable things, along with fortified cities in Judah, but he gave the kingdom to Jehoram because he was the firstborn. 4 When Jehoram had established himself over his father's kingdom, he strengthened his position by killing with the sword all his brothers as well as some of the princes of Israel.

				
Judah's King Jehoram

				5 Jehoram was 32 years old when he became king and reigned eight years in Jerusalem. 6 He walked in the way of the kings of Israel, as the house of Ahab had done, for Ahab's daughter was his wife. He did what was evil in the Lord's sight, 7 but because of the covenant the Lord had made with David, He was unwilling to destroy the house of David since the Lord had promised to give a lamp to David and to his sons forever.

				8 During Jehoram's reign, Edom rebelled against Judah's domination and appointed their own king. 9 So Jehoram crossed into Edom with his commanders and all his chariots. Then at night he set out to attack the Edomites who had surrounded him and the chariot commanders. 10 And now Edom is still in rebellion against Judah's domination today. Libnah also rebelled at that time against his domination because he had abandoned •Yahweh, the God of his ancestors. 11 Jehoram also built •high places in the hills dk of Judah, and he caused the inhabitants of Jerusalem to prostitute themselves, and he led Judah astray.

				
Elijah's Letter to Jehoram

				12 Then a letter came to Jehoram from Elijah the prophet, saying:

				

				This is what Yahweh, the God of your ancestor David says:"Because you have not walked in the ways of your father Jehoshaphat or in the ways of Asa king of Judah 13 but have walked in the way of the kings of Israel, have caused Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to prostitute themselves like the house of Ahab prostituted itself, and also have killed your brothers, your father's family, who were better than you, 14 Yahweh is now about to strike your people, your sons, your wives, and all your possessions with a horrible affliction. 15 You yourself will be struck with many illnesses, including a disease of the intestines, until your intestines come out day after day because of the disease."

				
Jehoram's Last Days

				16 The Lord put it into the mind of the Philistines and the Arabs who live near the •Cushites to attack Jehoram. 17 So they went to war against Judah and invaded it. They carried off all the possessions found in the king's palace and also his sons and wives; not a son was left to him except Jehoahaz, dl his youngest son.

				18 After all these things, the Lord afflicted him in his intestines with an incurable disease. 19 This continued day after day until two full years passed. Then his intestines came out because of his disease, and he died from severedm illnesses. But his people did not hold a fire in his honor like the fire in honor of his fathers.

				20 Jehoram was 32 years old when he became king; he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. He died to no one's regretdn and was buried in the city of David but not in the tombs of the kings.

				A Principle to Live By - A Tragic Epitaph
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				#19 All of us should seek to be remembered as Christians who loved God with all our hearts and our neighbors as ourselves. 

				Jehoram was a wicked king who"walked in the way of the kings of Israel" (v. 6). During his evil reign, he led the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem"to prostitute themselves" by worshiping idols and committing horrible immoralities (v. 11). Elijah, who had confronted Ahab on Mount Carmel, penned a scathing 
letter to this evil king specifically portraying the judgment to come. Because of Jehoram's unrepentant heart and his persistent evil deeds, God afflicted his people and caused the king to suffer a terrible death. The chronicler tragically reports that no one was sorry when he died (v. 20).

				What a contrast to what happened at the death of Dorcas, a wonderful godly woman who lived in Joppa. Prior to her death,"she was always doing good works and acts of charity" (Ac 9:36). When she died, the Christians who had loved and admired her were"weeping and showing [Peter] the robes and clothes that Dorcas had made while she was with them" (Ac 9:39). 

				In this case, Peter prayed for Dorcas and God restored her life. As a result, many in that city became believers. We can be sure that when she eventually went to be with the Lord, the people grieved once again but were delighted that they had known this wonderful woman.

				Reflection and Response

				What epitaph would you like to have engraved on your own tombstone?

				

				
Judah's King Ahaziah

				22 Then the inhabitants of Jerusalem made Ahaziah, his youngest son, king in his place, because the troops that had come with the Arabs to the camp had killed all the older sons.do So Ahaziah son of Jehoram became king of Judah. 2 Ahaziah was 22 dp years old when he became king and reigned one year in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Athaliah, granddaughterdq of Omri.

				3 He walked in the ways of the house of Ahab, for his mother gave him evil advice. 4 So he did what was evil in the Lord's sight like the house of Ahab, for they were his advisers after the death of his father, to his destruction. 5 He also followed their advice and went with Joram son of Israel's King Ahab to fight against Hazael, king of Aram, in Ramoth-gilead. The Arameansdr wounded Joram, 6 so he returned to Jezreel to recover from the wounds they inflicted on him in Ramoth-gileadds when he fought against Aram's King Hazael. Then Judah's King Ahaziah dt son of Jehoram went down to Jezreel to visit Joram son of Ahab since Joram was ill.

				7 Ahaziah's downfall came from God when he went to Joram. When Ahaziah arrived, he went out with Joram to meet Jehu son of Nimshi, whom the Lord had anointed to destroy the house of Ahab. 8 So when Jehu executed judgment on the house of Ahab, he found the rulers of Judah and the sons of Ahaziah's brothers who were serving Ahaziah, and he killed them. 9 Then Jehu looked for Ahaziah, and Jehu's soldiers captured him (he was hiding in Samaria). So they brought Ahaziah to Jehu, and they killed him. The soldiers buried him, for they said,"He is the grandson of Jehoshaphat who sought the Lord with all his heart." So no one from the house of Ahaziah had the strength to rule the kingdom.

				
Athaliah Usurps the Throne

				10 When Athaliah, Ahaziah's mother, saw that her son was dead, she proceeded to annihilate all the royal heirsdu of the house of Judah. 11 Jehoshabeath, the king's daughter, rescued Joash son of Ahaziah from the king's sons who were being killed and put him and the one who nursed him in a bedroom. Now Jehoshabeath was the daughter of King Jehoram and the wife of Jehoiada the priest. Since she was Ahaziah's sister, she hid Joash from Athaliah so that she did not kill him. 12 While Athaliah ruled over the land, he was hiding with them in God's temple six years.

				
Athaliah Overthrown

				23 Then, in the seventh year, Jehoiada summoned his courage and took the commanders of hundreds into a covenant with him: Azariah son of Jeroham, Ishmael son of Jehohanan, Azariah son of Obed, Maaseiah son of Adaiah, and Elishaphat son of Zichri. 2 They made a circuit throughout Judah. They gathered the Levites from all the cities of Judah and the heads of the families of Israel, and they came to Jerusalem.

				3 Then the whole assembly made a covenant with the king in God's temple. Jehoiada said to them,"Here is the king's son! He must reign, just as the Lord promised concerning David's sons. 4 This is what you are to do: a third of you, priests and Levites who are coming on duty on the Sabbath, are to be gatekeepers. 5 A third are to be at the king's palace, and a third are to be at the Foundation Gate, and all the troops will be in the courtyards of the Lord's temple. 6 No one is to enter the Lord's temple but the priests and those Levites who serve; they may enter because they are holy, but all the people are to obey the requirement of the Lord. 7 You must completely surround the king with weapons in hand. Anyone who enters the temple is to be put to death. You must be with the king in all his daily tasks."dv

				8 So the commanders of hundreds did everything Jehoiada the priest commanded. They each brought their men — those coming on duty on the Sabbath and those going off duty on the Sabbath — for Jehoiada the priest did not release the divisions. 9 Jehoiada the priest gave to the commanders of hundreds King David's spears, shields, and quiversdw that were in God's temple. 10 Then he stationed all the troops with their weapons in hand surrounding the king — from the right side of the temple to the left side, by the altar and by the temple.

				11 They brought out the king's son, put the crown on him, gave him the •testimony, and made him king. Jehoiada and his sons anointed him and cried,"Long live the king!"

				12 When Athaliah heard the noise from the troops, the guards, and those praising the king, she went to the troops in the Lord's temple. 13 As she looked, there was the king standing by his pillar dx at the entrance. The commanders and the trumpeters were by the king, and all the people of the land were rejoicing and blowing trumpets while the singers with musical instruments were leading the praise. Athaliah tore her clothes and screamed,"Treason, treason!"

				14 Then Jehoiada the priest sent out the commanders of hundreds, those in charge of the army, saying,"Take her out between the ranks, and put anyone who follows her to death by the sword," for the priest had said,"Don't put her to death in the Lord's temple." 15 So they arrested her, and she went by the entrance of the Horses' Gate to the king's palace, where they put her to death.

				
Jehoiada's Reforms

				16 Then Jehoiada made a covenant between himself, the king, and the people that they would be the Lord's people. 17 So all the people went to the temple of •Baal and tore it down. They broke its altars and images into pieces and killed Mattan, the priest of Baal, at the altars.

				18 Then Jehoiada put the oversight of the Lord's temple into the hands of the Levitical priests, whom David had appointed over the Lord's temple, to offer •burnt offerings to the Lord as it is written in the law of Moses, with rejoicing and song ordained bydy David. 19 He stationed gatekeepers at the gates of the Lord's temple so that nothing •unclean could enter for any reason. 20 Then he took with him the commanders of hundreds, the nobles, the governors of the people, and all the people of the land and brought the king down from the Lord's temple. They entered the king's palace through the Upper Gate and seated the king on the throne of the kingdom. 21 All the people of the land rejoiced, and the city was quiet, for they had put Athaliah to death by the sword.

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - A Mother's Influence
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				#20 Every mother should be aware of her potential to influence her children, either negatively or positively. 

				As an evil king, Ahaziah was certainly impacted by his wicked father, Jehoram, but the biblical record clearly states,"He walked in the ways of the house of Ahab, for his mother gave him evil advice" (22:3). She was a daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, who were two of the most evil and immoral people in biblical history. She was so evil that she went on to"annihilate all the royal heirs of the house of Judah" and"ruled over the land" (vv. 10-12). 

				By contrast, we have a beautiful story in the New Testament. When Paul came to Lystra on his second missionary journey, Luke recorded,

				Then he went on to Derbe and Lystra, where there was a disciple named Timothy, the son of a believing Jewish woman, but his father was a Greek. The brothers at Lystra and Iconium spoke highly of him. (Ac 16:1-2) 

				Timothy's mother was a strong Jewish believer, but his father evidently was a Gentile who had not put his faith in Jesus Christ. Regardless of her husband's pagan background, Timothy's mother became a strong spiritual influence in his life. His grandmother impacted him as well. Note Paul's tender words in his final letter to his spiritual son:

				Remembering your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy, clearly recalling your sincere faith that first lived in your grandmother Lois, then in your mother Eunice, and that I am convinced is in you also. (2Tm 1:4-5) 

				Reflection and Response

				What are some reasons why a mother may have a greater impact than a father, influencing children either for good or for bad? (See 2Tm 3:14-15.) 

				

				
Judah's King Joash

				24 Joash was seven years old when he became king and reigned 40 years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Zibiah; she was from Beer-sheba. 2 Throughout the time of Jehoiada the priest, Joash did what was right in the Lord's sight.3 Jehoiada acquired two wives for him, and he was the father of sons and daughters.

				
Repairing the Temple

				4 Afterward, Joash took it to heart to renovate the Lord's temple. 5 So he gathered the priests and Levites and said,"Go out to the cities of Judah and collect money from all Israel to repair the temple of your God as needed year by year, and do it quickly."

				However, the Levites did not hurry. 6 So the king called Jehoiada the high priest and said,"Why haven't you required the Levites to bring from Judah and Jerusalem the tax imposed by the Lord's servant Moses and the assembly of Israel for the tent of the testimony? 7 For the sons of that wicked Athaliah broke into the Lord's temple and even used the sacred things of the Lord's temple for the •Baals."

				8 At the king's command a chest was made and placed outside the gate of the Lord's temple. 9 Then a proclamation was issued in Judah and Jerusalem that the tax God's servant Moses imposed on Israel in the wilderness be brought to the Lord. 10 All the leaders and all the people rejoiced, brought the tax, and put it in the chest until it was full. 11 Whenever the chest was brought by the Levites to the king's overseers, and when they saw that there was a large amount of money, the king's secretary and the high priest's deputy came and emptied the chest, picked it up, and returned it to its place. They did this daily and gathered the money in abundance. 12 Then the king and Jehoiada gave it to those in charge of the labor on the Lord's temple, who were hiring stonecutters and carpenters to renovate the Lord's temple, also blacksmiths and coppersmiths to repair the Lord's temple.

				13 The workmen did their work, and through them the repairs progressed. They restored God's temple to its specifications and reinforced it. 14 When they finished, they presented the rest of the money to the king and Jehoiada, who made articles for the Lord's temple with it — articles for ministry and for making •burnt offerings, and ladlesdz and articles of gold and silver. They regularly offered burnt offerings in the Lord's temple throughout Jehoiada's life.

				A Principle to Live By - Joyful Giving
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				#21 To meet special needs within the body of Jesus Christ, we are all to participate financially with a joyful spirit. 

				When Joash became king, the temple was in desperate need of repair. Baal worship had taken its toll under Queen Athaliah, and the Israelites had not regularly contributed atonement money to be used to care for the tabernacle (Ex 30:11-16). Joash was deeply moved regarding the desecration of the Lord's house and obviously disturbed that the Levites had failed to collect this tax. So he issued a command that everyone in Judah should take care of their financial obligations. We read that"all the people rejoiced" since apparently all could participate (2Ch 24:10).

				Under the new covenant, all believers certainly have an obligation to support God's work financially (Rm 15:27). After all, Jesus Christ gave everything for us. However, it's also clear that when we give, we are to give with a joyful and thankful heart:

				Each person should do as he has decided in his heart—not reluctantly or out of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver. (2Co 9:7)  (See 2Co #16:Guidelines for Generosity.)

				The principle of total participation among God's people is reinforced in the New Testament. The whole church in Antioch supported the believers in Judah who were impacted by a famine. Luke reported,

				So each of the disciples, according to his ability, determined to send relief to the brothers who lived in Judea. They did this, sending it to the elders by means of Barnabas and Saul. (Ac 11:29-30)  (See Ac #22:Reciprocal Generosity.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do so many Christians take advantage of God's grace when it comes to being generous in supporting God's work?

				

				
Joash's Apostasy

				15 Jehoiada died when he was old and full of days; he was 130 years old at his death. 16 He was buried in the city of David with the kings because he had done what was good in Israel with respect to God and His temple.

				17 However, after Jehoiada died, the rulers of Judah came and paid homage to the king. Then the king listened to them, 18 and they abandoned the temple of •Yahweh, the God of their ancestors and served the •Asherah poles and the idols. So there was wrath against Judah and Jerusalem for this •guilt of theirs. 19 Nevertheless, He sent them prophets to bring them back to the Lord; they admonished them, but the people would not listen.

		20 The Spirit of God took control ofea Zechariah son of Jehoiada the priest. He stood above the people and said to them,"This is what God says, 'Why are you transgressing the Lord's commands and you do not prosper? Because you have abandoned the Lord, He has abandoned you.'" 21 But they conspired against him and stoned him at the king's command in the courtyard of the Lord's temple. 22 King Joash didn't remember the kindness that Zechariah's father Jehoiada had extended to him, but killed his son. While he was dying, he said,"May the Lord see and demand an account."  (See 1Kg #14: Finishing Well; review 2Ch #13: Running the Race Victoriously.)

				
Aramean Invasion of Judah

				23 At the turn of the year, an Aramean army went to war against Joash. They entered Judah and Jerusalem and destroyed all the leaders of the people among them and sent all the plunder to the king of Damascus. 24 Although the Aramean army came with only a few men, the Lord handed over a vast army to them because the people of Judah had abandoned Yahweh, the God of their ancestors. So they executed judgment on Joash.

				
Joash Assassinated

				25 When the Arameans saw that Joash had many wounds, they left him. His servants conspired against him, and killed him on his bed, because he had shed the blood of the sons of Jehoiada the priest. So he died, and they buried him in the city of David, but they did not bury him in the tombs of the kings.

				26 Those who conspired against him were Zabad, son of the Ammonite woman Shimeath, and Jehozabad, son of the Moabite woman Shimrith. 27 Concerning his sons, the many •oracles about him, and the restoration of the Lord's temple, they are recorded in the Writing of the Book of the Kings. His son Amaziah became king in his place.

				
Judah's King Amaziah

				25 Amaziah became king when he was 25 years old and reigned 29 years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Jehoaddan; she was from Jerusalem. 2 He did what was right in the Lord's sight but not wholeheartedly.

				3 As soon as the kingdom was firmly in his grasp, eb he executed his servants who had murdered his father the king. 4 However, he did not put their children to death, because — as it is written in the Law, in the book of Moses, where the Lord commanded —"Fathers must not die because of children, and children must not die because of fathers, but each one will die for his own sin."

				
Amaziah's Campaign against Edom

				5 Then Amaziah gathered Judah and assembled them according to ancestral house, according to commanders of thousands, and according to commanders of hundreds. He numbered those 20 years old or more for all Judah and Benjamin. He found there to be 300,000 choice men who could serve in the army, bearing spear and shield. 6 Then for 7,500 poundsec of silver he hired 100,000 brave warriors from Israel.

				7 However, a man of God came to him and said,"King, do not let Israel's army go with you, for the Lord is not with Israel — all the Ephraimites. 8 But if you go with them, do it! Be strong for battle! But God will make you stumble before the enemy, for God has the power to help or to make one stumble."

				9 Then Amaziah said to the man of God,"What should I do about the 7,500 poundsed of silver I gave to Israel's division?"

				The man of God replied,"The Lord is able to give you much more than this."

				10 So Amaziah released the division that came to him from Ephraim to go home. But they got very angry with Judah and returned home in a fierce rage.

				11 Amaziah strengthened his position and led his people to the Valley of Salt. He struck down 10,000 Seirites, 12 and the Judahites captured 10,000 alive. They took them to the top of a cliff where they threw them off, and all of them were dashed to pieces.

				13 As for the men of the division that Amaziah sent back so they would not go with him into battle, they raided the cities of Judah from Samaria to Beth-horon, struck down 3,000 of their people, and took a great deal of plunder.

				14 After Amaziah came from the attack on the Edomites, he brought the gods of the Seirites and set them up as his gods. He worshiped before them and burned incense to them.15 So the Lord's anger was against Amaziah, and He sent a prophet to him, who said,"Why have you sought a people's gods that could not deliver their own people from your hand?"

				16 While he was still speaking to him, the king asked,"Have we made you the king's counselor? Stop, why should you lose your life?"

				So the prophet stopped, but he said,"I know that God intends to destroy you, because you have done this and have not listened to my advice."

				
Amaziah's War With Israel's King Joash

				17 King Amaziah of Judah took counsel and sent word to Jehoashee son of Jehoahaz, son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying,"Come, let us meet face to face."

				18 King Jehoash of Israel sent word to King Amaziah of Judah, saying,"The thistle that was in Lebanon sent a message to the cedar that was in Lebanon, saying, 'Give your daughter to my son as a wife.' Then a wild animal that was in Lebanon passed by and trampled the thistle. 19 You have said, 'Look, I ef have defeated Edom,' and you have become overconfident that you will get glory. Now stay at home. Why stir up such trouble so that you fall and Judah with you?"

				20 But Amaziah would not listen, for this turn of events was from God in order to hand them over to their enemies because they went after the gods of Edom. 21 So King Jehoash of Israel advanced. He and King Amaziah of Judah faced off at Beth-shemesh in Judah. 22 Judah was routed before Israel, and each fled to his own tent. 23 King Jehoash of Israel captured Judah's King Amaziah son of Joash, son of Jehoahaz, at Beth-shemesh. Then Jehoash took him to Jerusalem and broke down 200 yardseg of Jerusalem's wall from the Ephraim Gate to the Corner Gate. eh 24 He took all the gold, silver, all the utensils that were found with Obed-edom in God's temple, the treasures of the king's palace, and the hostages. Then he returned to Samaria.

				
Amaziah's Death

				25 Judah's King Amaziah son of Joash lived 15 years after the death of Israel's King Jehoash son of Jehoahaz. 26 The rest of the events of Amaziah's reign, from beginning to end, are written in the Book of the Kings of Judah and Israel.

				27 From the time Amaziah turned from following the Lord, a conspiracy was formed against him in Jerusalem, and he fled to Lachish. However, men were sent after him to Lachish, and they put him to death there. 28 They carried him back on horses and buried him with his fathers in the city of Judah. ei

				A Principle to Live By - Wholehearted Motivation
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				#22 To serve God and others faithfully, we must be motivated internally, not just externally. 

				Before the children of Israel entered Canaan, Moses appealed to all Israel for total obedience based on internal motivation:

				Listen, Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is One. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. (Dt 6:4-5) 

				King Amaziah violated this exhortation since"he did what was right in the Lord's sight but not wholeheartedly" (2Ch 25:2). His ancestor, King Rehoboam, had the same spiritual problem. He"did what was evil, because he did not determine in his heart to seek the Lord" (12:14).  (Review 2 Ch #11: A Heart Decision)

				Amaziah at least did what was right for a period of time (2Kg 14:3). However, he did not sustain this behavior because he was performing externally and legalistically, not from a heart that truly loved God. What he was like on the inside eventually became apparent. He"turned from following the Lord" (2Ch 25:27). 

				Paul underscored this principle when writing about his countrymen who were not true believers in Jesus Christ:

				For a person is not a Jew who is one outwardly, and true circumcision is not something visible in the flesh. On the contrary, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision is of the heart—by the Spirit, not the letter. That man's praise is not from men but from God. (Rm 2:28-29)  (See Rm #5:A Heart Experience.)

				Reflection and Response

				What often characterizes professing Christians who do not serve the Lord wholeheartedly?

				

				
Judah's King Uzziah

				26 All the people of Judah took Uzziah, who was 16 years old, and made him king in place of his father Amaziah. 2 He rebuilt Eloth ej and restored it to Judah after Amaziah the king rested with his fathers.

				3 Uzziah was 16 years old when he became king and reigned 52 years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Jecoliah from Jerusalem. 4 He did what was right in the Lord's sight as his father Amaziah had done. 5 He sought God throughout the lifetime of Zechariah, the teacher of the •fear ek of God. During the time that he sought the Lord, God gave him success.

				
Uzziah's Exploits

				6 Uzziah went out to wage war against the Philistines, and he tore down the wall of Gath, the wall of Jabneh, and the wall of Ashdod. Then he built cities in the vicinity of Ashdod and among the Philistines. 7 God helped him against the Philistines, the Arabs that live in Gur-baal, and the Meunites. 8 The Ammonites el gave Uzziah tribute money, and his fame spread as far as the entrance of Egypt, for God made him very powerful. 9 Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at the Corner Gate, the Valley Gate, and the corner buttress, and he fortified them. 10 Since he had many cattle both in the Judean foothillsem and the plain, he built towers in the desert and dug many wells. And since he was a lover of the soil, he had farmers and vinedressers in the hills and in the fertile lands.en

				11 Uzziah had an army equipped for combat that went out to war by division according to their assignments, as recorded by Jeiel the court secretary and Maaseiah the officer under the authority of Hananiah, one of the king's commanders. 12 The total number of heads of families was 2,600 brave warriors. 13 Under their authority was an army of 307,500 equipped for combat, a powerful force to help the king against the enemy. 14 Uzziah provided the entire army with shields, spears, helmets, armor, bows and slingstones. 15 He made skillfully designed devices in Jerusalem to shoot arrows and catapult large stones for use on the towers and on the corners. So his fame spread even to distant places, for he was marvelously helped until he became strong.

				
Uzziah's Disease

				16 But when he became strong, he grew arrogant and it led to his own destruction. He acted unfaithfully against the Lord his God by going into the Lord's sanctuary to burn incense on the incense altar. 17 Azariah the priest, along with 80 brave priests of the Lord, went in after him. 18 They took their stand against King Uzziah and said,"Uzziah, you have no right to offer incense to the Lord — only the consecrated priests, the descendants of Aaron, have the right to offer incense. Leave the sanctuary, for you have acted unfaithfully! You will not receive honor from the Lord God."

				19 Uzziah, with a firepan in his hand to offer incense, was enraged. But when he became enraged with the priests, in the presence of the priests in the Lord's temple beside the altar of incense, a skin disease broke out on his forehead. 20 Then Azariah the chief priest and all the priests turned to him and saw that he was diseased on his forehead. They rushed him out of there. He himself also hurried to get out because the Lord had afflicted him. 21 So King Uzziah was diseased to the time of his death. He lived in quarantineeo with a serious skin disease and was excluded from access to the Lord's temple, while his son Jotham was over the king's household governing the people of the land.

				22 Now the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz wrote about the rest of the events of Uzziah's reign, from beginning to end. 23 Uzziah rested with his fathers, and he was buried with his fathers in the burial ground of the kings' cemetery, for they said,"He has a skin disease." His son Jotham became king in his place.

				A Principle to Live By - The Peril of Fame
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				#23 When leaders become successful and well known, they should constantly be on guard against engaging in actions motivated by arrogance. 

				Uzziah made a great start as king. However, when"his fame spread even to distant places" (v. 15), he lost sight of the One who had made him successful. He violated worship restrictions by offering incense in the temple—a task specifically given by the Lord to the priests. We see the depth of Uzziah's pride when he was confronted with his sinful actions. Rather than repenting he became intensely angry, and he was severely judged by God. 

				Paul reminded the Corinthians that events are recorded in the Old Testament to warn us against the root of most sin: prideful thoughts and actions. Paul warned,"whoever thinks he stands must be careful not to fall" (1Co 10:12).  (See 1Co #22:Lessons from Scripture.)

				However, Paul went on to share the Good News:

				No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to humanity. God is faithful, and He will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation He will also provide a way of escape so that you are able to bear it. (1Co 10:13)

				Reflection and Response

				Fame and fortune are not wrong in themselves, but what steps must all Christians take to avoid Uzziah's prideful heart?  (See Php #6:Imitating Christ.)

				

				
Judah's King Jotham

				27 Jotham was 25 years old when he became king and reigned 16 years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Jerushah daughter of Zadok. 2 He did what was right in the Lord's sight as his father Uzziah had done. In addition, he didn't enter the Lord's sanctuary, but the people still behaved corruptly.

				3 Jotham built the Upper Gate of the Lord's temple, and he built extensively on the wall of Ophel. 4 He also built cities in the hill country of Judah and fortresses and towers in the forests. 5 He waged war against the king of the Ammonites. He overpowered the Ammonites, and that year they gave him 7,500 poundsep of silver, 50,000 bushelseq of wheat, and 50,000 bushelser of barley. They paid him the same in the second and third years. 6 So Jotham strengthened himself because he did not waver in obeyinges the Lord his God.

				7 As for the rest of the events of Jotham's reign, along with all his wars and his ways, note that they are written in the Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah. 8 He was 25 years old when he became king and reigned 16 years in Jerusalem. 9 Jotham rested with his fathers and was buried in the city of David. His son Ahaz became king in his place.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Plan for Success
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				#24 To be truly successful in God's sight, we are to practice God's truth unwaveringly. 

				Jotham"did what was right in the Lord's sight" (v. 2). Furthermore, he avoided his father's sin of arrogance. As a result, he became mighty in building cities and winning wars. His secret to success was his determination not to depart from God's will and ways. What Solomon wrote in Proverbs describes Jotham's approach to leadership:

				Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own understanding; think about Him in all your ways, and He will guide you on the right paths. (Pr 3:5-6)

				From a New Testament perspective, success is never defined by material possessions and vocational achievements. In most instances it is defined corporately rather than personally. Paul described true success as all believers together"growing into a mature man with a stature measured by Christ's fullness" (Eph 4:13). This happens when we do not waver from God's truth. Paul continued,

				Then we will no longer be little children, tossed by the waves and blown around by every wind of teaching, by human cunning with cleverness in the techniques of deceit. But speaking the truth in love, let us grow in every way into Him who is the head—Christ. From Him the whole body, fitted and knit together by every supporting ligament, promotes the growth of the body for building up itself in love by the proper working of each individual part. (Eph 4:14-16)  (See Eph #9:Building Up One Another.)

				Reflection and Response

				What can happen to Christians who live isolated lives and who do not function as an integrated part of the church of Jesus Christ?

				

				
Judah's King Ahaz

				28 Ahaz was 20 years old when he became king and reigned 16 years in Jerusalem. He did not do what was right in the Lord's sight like his ancestor David, 2 for he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel and made cast images of the •Baals.3 He burned incense in the Valley of Hinnom and burned his children in et the fire, imitating the detestable practices of the nations the Lord had dispossessed before the Israelites.4 He sacrificed and burned incense on the •high places, on the hills, and under every green tree.

				5 So the Lord his God handed Ahaz over to the king of Aram. He attacked him and took many captives to Damascus.

				Ahaz was also handed over to the king of Israel, who struck him with great force: 6 Pekah son of Remaliah killed 120,000 in Judah in one day — all brave men — because they had abandoned the Lord God of their ancestors. 7 An Ephraimite warrior named Zichri killed the king's son Maaseiah, Azrikam governor of the palace, and Elkanah who was second to the king. 8 Then the Israelites took 200,000 captives from their brothers — women, sons, and daughters. They also took a great deal of plunder from them and brought it to Samaria.

				9 A prophet of the Lord named Oded was there. He went out to meet the army that came to Samaria and said to them,"Look, the Lord God of your ancestors handed them over to you because of His wrath against Judah, but you slaughtered them in a rage that has reached heaven. 10 Now you plan to reduce the people of Judah and Jerusalem, male and female, to slavery. Are you not also •guilty before •Yahweh your God? 11 Listen to me and return the captives you took from your brothers, for the Lord's burning anger is on you."

				12 So some men who were leaders of the Ephraimites — Azariah son of Jehohanan, Berechiah son of Meshillemoth, Jehizkiah son of Shallum, and Amasa son of Hadlai — stood in opposition to those coming from the war. 13 They said to them,"You must not bring the captives here, for you plan to bring guilt on us from the Lord to add to our sins and our guilt. For we have much guilt, and burning anger is on Israel."

				14 The army left the captives and the plunder in the presence of the officers and the congregation. 15 Then the men who were designated by name took charge of the captives and provided clothes for their naked ones from the plunder. They clothed them, gave them sandals, food and drink, dressed their wounds, and provided donkeys for all the feeble. The Israelites brought them to Jericho, the City of Palms, among their brothers. Then they returned to Samaria.

				16 At that time King Ahaz asked the king of Assyria for help. 17 The Edomites came again, attacked Judah, and took captives. 18 The Philistines also raided the cities of the Judean foothillseu and the •Negev of Judah and captured Beth-shemesh, Aijalon, Gederoth, Soco and its villages, Timnah and its villages, Gimzo and its villages, and they lived there. 19 For the Lord humbled Judah because of King Ahaz of Judah, ev who threw off restraint in Judah and was unfaithful to the Lord. 20 Then Tiglath-pileser ew king of Assyria came against Ahaz; he oppressed him and did not give him support. 21 Although Ahaz plundered the Lord's temple and the palace of the king and of the rulers and gave the plunder to the king of Assyria, it did not help him.

				22 At the time of his distress, King Ahaz himself became more unfaithful to the Lord. 23 He sacrificed to the gods of Damascus which had defeated him; he said,"Since the gods of the kings of Aram are helping them, I will sacrifice to them so that they will help me." But they were the downfall of him and of all Israel.

				24 Then Ahaz gathered up the utensils of God's temple, cut them into pieces, shut the doors of the Lord's temple, and made himself altars on every street corner in Jerusalem.25 He made high places in every city of Judah to offer incense to other gods, and he provoked the Lord, the God of his ancestors.

				
Ahaz's Death

				26 As for the rest of his deeds and all his ways, from beginning to end, they are written in the Book of the Kings of Judah and Israel. 27 Ahaz rested with his fathers and was buried in the city, in Jerusalem, but they did not bring him into the tombs of the kings of Israel. His son Hezekiah became king in his place.

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual and Mental Deterioration
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				#25 To avoid spiritual and mental deterioration, we must continue to walk in God's will. 

				From the moment Ahaz became king,"he did not do what was right in the Lord's sight" (v. 1). The more trouble he faced, the more he turned away from God and made decisions that were increasingly irrational and evil. In the midst of his deep troubles, he bought into the lie that pagan gods helped his enemy defeat him, so he turned to these false deities for help. 

				In many respects, Paul described what happened to Ahaz:

				For though they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God or show gratitude. Instead, their thinking became nonsense, and their senseless minds were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man, birds, four-footed animals, and reptiles. (Rm 1:21-23)  (See Rm #3:Sin's Devastating Results.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though Paul was no doubt describing unbelievers in Romans chapter 1, in what ways do some believers get caught in this same trap? (See also Rm 1:24-32.)

				

				
Judah's King Hezekiah

				29 Hezekiah was 25 years old when he became king and reigned 29 years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Abijah daughter of Zechariah. 2 He did what was right in the Lord's sight just as his ancestor David had done.

				3 In the first year of his reign, in the first month, he opened the doors of the Lord's temple and repaired them. 4 Then he brought in the priests and Levites and gathered them in the eastern public square. 5 He said to them,"Hear me, Levites. Consecrate yourselves now and consecrate the temple of •Yahweh, the God of your ancestors. Remove everything impure from the holy place. 6 For our fathers were unfaithful and did what is evil in the sight of the Lord our God. They abandoned Him, turned their faces away from the Lord's tabernacle, and turned their backs on Him.ex 7 They also closed the doors of the portico, extinguished the lamps, did not burn incense, and did not offer •burnt offerings in the holy place of the God of Israel. 8 Therefore, the wrath of the Lord was on Judah and Jerusalem, and He made them an object of terror, horror, and mockery,ey as you see with your own eyes. 9 Our fathers fell by the sword, and our sons, our daughters, and our wives are in captivity because of this. 10 It is in my heart now to make a covenant with Yahweh, the God of Israel so that His burning anger may turn away from us. 11 My sons, don't be negligent now, for the Lord has chosen you to stand in His presence, to serve Him, and to be His ministers and burners of incense."

				A Principle to Live By - Diligent Service
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				#26 Because of our position and calling in Christ, we should diligently worship and serve Him by offering ourselves as living sacrifices. 

		Hezekiah's father, Ahaz,"did not do what was right in the Lord's sight" (28:1). Amazingly, Hezekiah did the opposite—"He did what was right in the Lord's sight" (29:2).  (See 2Kg #20:Walking Worthy; Ezk #17: Personal Accountability.)

				Hezekiah's first official action was to reinstate godly worship in the Lord's temple. This involved not only repairing Israel's place of worship but reinstating the priests and Levites. They were to consecrate both themselves and the temple and to serve God once again. Hezekiah exhorted them to fulfill their divine calling (29:10-11).

				As believers, God has chosen all of us in Christ"to be holy and blameless in His sight" (Eph 1:4) and to be"a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ" (1Pt 2:5). The incense or fragrance we offer God is to be first and foremost our bodies that are holy and godly (Rm 12:1-2). The fact that we are saved by God's grace is no guarantee we'll walk worthy of our great calling in Christ and serve Him as we should. This is why Paul exhorted the Ephesians,

				Therefore I, the prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk worthy of the calling you have received. (Eph 4:1)  (See Eph #8:Walking Worthy.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some Christians neglect to offer themselves to God and to renew their minds so that they'll be able to walk in God's will?

				

				
Cleansing the Temple

				12 Then the Levites stood up:

				

				Mahath son of Amasai and Joel son of 
Azariah from the Kohathites;

				Kish son of Abdi and Azariah son of 
Jehallelel from the Merarites;

				Joah son of Zimmah and Eden son of Joah 
from the Gershonites;

				13 Shimri and Jeuel from the Elizaphanites;

				Zechariah and Mattaniah from the 
Asaphites;

				14 Jehiel ez and Shimei from the Hemanites;

				Shemaiah and Uzziel from the Jeduthunites.

				

				15 They gathered their brothers together, consecrated themselves, and went according to the king's command by the words of the Lord to cleanse the Lord's temple.

				16 The priests went to the entrance of the Lord's temple to cleanse it. They took all the unclean things they found in the Lord's sanctuary to the courtyard of the Lord's temple. Then the Levites received them and took them outside to the Kidron Valley. 17 They began the consecration on the first day of the first month, and on the eighth day of the month they came to the portico of the Lord's temple. They consecrated the Lord's temple for eight days, and on the sixteenth day of the first month they finished.

				18 Then they went inside to King Hezekiah and said,"We have cleansed the whole temple of the Lord, the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils, and the table for the rows of the •bread of the Presence and all its utensils. 19 We have set up and consecrated all the utensils that King Ahaz rejected during his reign when he became unfaithful. They are in front of the altar of the Lord."

				
Renewal of Temple Worship

				20 King Hezekiah got up early, gathered the city officials, and went to the Lord's temple. 21 They brought seven bulls, seven rams, seven lambs, and seven male goats as a •sin offering for the kingdom, for the sanctuary, and for Judah. Then he told the descendants of Aaron, the priests, to offer them on the altar of the Lord. 22 So they slaughtered the bulls, and the priests received the blood and sprinkled it on the altar. They slaughtered the rams and sprinkled the blood on the altar. They slaughtered the lambs and sprinkled the blood on the altar. 23 Then they brought the goats for the sin offering right into the presence of the king and the congregation, who laid their hands on them. 24 The priests slaughtered the goats and put their blood on the altar for a sin offering, to make •atonement for all Israel, for the king said that the burnt offering and sin offering were for all Israel.

				25 Hezekiah stationed the Levites in the Lord's temple with cymbals, harps, and lyres according to the command of David, Gad the king's seer, and Nathan the prophet. For the command was from the Lord through His prophets. 26 The Levites stood with the instruments of David, and the priests with the trumpets.

				27 Then Hezekiah ordered that the burnt offering be offered on the altar. When the burnt offerings began, the song of the Lord and the trumpets began, accompanied by the instruments of David king of Israel. 28 The whole assembly was worshiping, singing the song, and blowing the trumpets — all of this continued until the burnt offering was completed. 29 When the burnt offerings were completed, the king and all those present with him bowed down and worshiped.30 Then King Hezekiah and the officials told the Levites to sing praise to the Lord in the words of David and of •Asaph the seer. So they sang praises with rejoicing and bowed down and worshiped.

				31 Hezekiah concluded,"Now you are consecratedfa to the Lord. Come near and bring sacrifices and thank offerings to the Lord's temple." So the congregation brought sacrifices and thank offerings, and all those with willing hearts brought burnt offerings. 32 The number of burnt offerings the congregation brought was 70 bulls, 100 rams, and 200 lambs; all these were for a burnt offering to the Lord. 33 Six hundred bulls and 3,000 sheep were consecrated.

				34 However, since there were not enough priests, they weren't able to skin all the burnt offerings, so their Levite brothers helped them until the work was finished and until the priests consecrated themselves. For the Levites were more conscientiousfb to consecrate themselves than the priests were. 35 Furthermore, the burnt offerings were abundant, along with the fat of the •fellowship offerings and with the •drink offerings for the burnt offering.

				So the service of the Lord's temple was established. 36 Then Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced over how God had prepared the people, for it had come about suddenly.

				

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Worship and Music
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				#27 As Christians, we should always have God-honoring music as an integral part of our corporate worship. 

				Toward the end of David's life, he made specific worship assignments for 38,000 Levites:

				"Of these," David said,"24,000 are to be in charge of the work on the Lord's temple, 6,000 are to be officers and judges, 4,000 are to be gatekeepers, and 4,000 are to praise the Lord with the instruments that I have made for worship." (1Ch 23:4-5) 

				Once Hezekiah had renewed temple worship in Jerusalem, he made sure to follow David's instructions regarding music. They used the instruments David had designed and constructed and the psalms he and Asaph had written. We can only imagine the sound that emanated from the temple area (2Ch 29:30).

				Paul underscored for believers of all times how important music is in our worship:

				Let the message about the Messiah dwell richly among you, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, and singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, with gratitude in your hearts to God. (Col 3:16, see also Eph 5:18-19.) 

				Nowhere in Scripture are we told what kind of musical forms and structure to use. If we were, the Holy Spirit would have pre-determined cultural expressions that are totally foreign to our thinking and emotions. However, we are told that the words (psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs) we set to music are to communicate biblical truths that both edify one another and express our praise and thanksgiving to God.  (See Ps #151:New Songs.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some Christians have difficulty when different musical forms are used to worship God?

				

				
Celebration of the Passover

				30 Then Hezekiah sent word throughout all Israel and Judah, and he also wrote letters to Ephraim and Manasseh to come to the Lord's temple in Jerusalem to observe the •Passover of •Yahweh, the God of Israel. 2 For the king and his officials and the entire congregation in Jerusalem decided to observe the Passover of the Lord in the second month, 3 because they were not able to observe it at the appropriate time. Not enough of the priests had consecrated themselves and the people hadn't been gathered together in Jerusalem. 4 The proposal pleased the king and the congregation,5 so they affirmed the proposal and spread the message throughout all Israel, from Beer-sheba to Dan, to come to observe the Passover of Yahweh, the God of Israel in Jerusalem, for they hadn't observed it often,fc as prescribed.fd

				A Principle to Live By - The Lord's Supper
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				#28 As believers in the Messiah, we are to remember the death of the Lamb of God regularly by participating in the Lord's Supper. 

				Hezekiah issued a call to all Israel to come to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover—something they had not done for years. This event was the basis of the king's exhortation to forsake their idolatry, to"return to Yahweh, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel" (v. 6), and to remember their deliverance from Egyptian bondage just as they had done when they first entered the promised land.  (See Jos #9:The Lord's Supper.)

				Centuries later, when Jesus met with the apostles in the upper room in Jerusalem to celebrate this event, He introduced them to what has become known as the Lord's Supper. Jesus Christ was about to become the Passover Lamb who would once for all provide the sacrifice that would provide salvation for all who believed. Matthew recorded,

				As they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said,"Take and eat it; this is My body." Then He took a cup, and after giving thanks, He gave it to them and said,"Drink from it, all of you. For this is My blood that establishes the covenant; it is shed for many for the forgiveness of sins." (Mt 26:26-28)

				In the early days of the church, the rather complex Passover meal became a simple communal meal as believers joyfully"broke bread from house to house" (Ac 2:46). As they did, they continually remembered the broken body and shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ (1Co 11:17-26). 

				At some point, probably because of persecution, Christians were forced to change the form from a full supper to a token meal. We're not told how frequently to remember the Lord in this way; some churches provide a communion service at least once a week. The important principle is that we remember the Lord's broken body and shed blood regularly, allowing freedom in form to make this experience as meaningful as possible. 

				Reflection and Response

				In what creative ways can Christians today have a full meal and use the elements of the meal (the bread and the cup) to remember the broken body and shed blood of the Messiah?

				

				6 So the couriers went throughout Israel and Judah with letters from the hand of the king and his officials, and according to the king's command, saying,"Israelites, return to Yahweh, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel so that He may return to those of you who remain, who have escaped from the grasp of the kings of Assyria. 7 Don't be like your fathers and your brothers who were unfaithful to Yahweh, the God of their ancestors so that He made them an object of horror as you yourselves see. 8 Don't become obstinatefe now like your fathers did. Give your allegianceff to Yahweh, and come to His sanctuary that He has consecrated forever. Serve the Lord your God so that He may turn His burning anger away from you, 9 for when you return to Yahweh, your brothers and your sons will receive mercy in the presence of their captors and will return to this land. For Yahweh your God is gracious and merciful; He will not turn His face away from you if you return to Him."

				10 The couriers traveled from city to city in the land of Ephraim and Manasseh as far as Zebulun, but the inhabitantsfg laughed at them and mocked them.11 But some from Asher, Manasseh, and Zebulun humbled themselves and came to Jerusalem.12 Also, the power of God was at work in Judah to unite themfh to carry out the command of the king and his officials by the word of the Lord.

				A Principle to Live By - Ridicule and Rejection
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				#29 As we approach the time when Jesus Christ will return, we should expect more and more ridicule from unbelievers for our commitment to live holy lives. 

				As king of Judah, Hezekiah was concerned about all of the tribes of Israel, so he invited everyone to turn from their idolatry and to celebrate the Passover in Jerusalem. After all, God had delivered all of Israel from Egyptian bondage. Sadly, the majority laughed and mocked Hezekiah's messengers. 

				Jesus Christ Himself was rejected when He returned to His hometown in Nazareth.  (See Mt #34:Rejection.)

				Enter through the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the road is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who go through it. How narrow is the gate and difficult the road that leads to life, and few find it. (Mt 7:13-14)  (See Mt #19:The Way of Salvation.)

				The apostle Peter became even more specific in terms of the way unbelievers will respond to the prophetic message regarding Christ's return:

				First, be aware of this: Scoffers will come in the last days to scoff, living according to their own desires, saying,"Where is the promise of His coming? Ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they have been since the beginning of creation." (2Pt 3:3-4)  (See 2Pt #5:Looking for Christ's Return.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the ways we are seeing Peter's prophecy come true in our present culture?

				

				13 A very large assembly of people was gathered in Jerusalem to observe the Festival of Unleavened Bread in the second month. 14 They proceeded to take away the altars that were in Jerusalem, and they took away the incense altars and threw them into the Kidron Valley. 15 They slaughtered the Passover lamb on the fourteenth day of the second month. The priests and Levites were ashamed, and they consecrated themselves and brought •burnt offerings to the Lord's temple. 16 They stood at their prescribed posts, according to the law of Moses, the man of God. The priests sprinkled the blood received from the hand of the Levites, 17 for there were many in the assembly who had not consecrated themselves, and so the Levites were in charge of slaughtering the Passover lambs for every •unclean person to consecrate the lambs to the Lord. 18 A large number of the people — many from Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebulun — were ritually unclean, yet they had eaten the Passover contrary to what was written. But Hezekiah had interceded for them, saying,"May the good Lord provide •atonement on behalf of 19 whoever sets his whole heart on seeking God, Yahweh, the God of his ancestors, even though not according to the purification rules of the sanctuary." 20 So the Lord heard Hezekiah and healed the people. 21 The Israelites who were present in Jerusalem observed the Festival of Unleavened Bread seven days with great joy, and the Levites and the priests praised the Lord day after day with loud instruments. 22 Then Hezekiah encouragedfi all the Levites who performed skillfully before the Lord. They ate at the appointed festival for seven days, sacrificing •fellowship offerings and giving thanks to Yahweh, the God of their ancestors.

				23 The whole congregation decided to observe seven more days, so they observed seven days with joy, 24 for Hezekiah king of Judah contributed 1,000 bulls and 7,000 sheep for the congregation. Also, the officials contributed 1,000 bulls and 10,000 sheep for the congregation, and many priests consecrated themselves. 25 Then the whole assembly of Judah with the priests and Levites, the whole assembly that came from Israel, the foreigners who came from the land of Israel, and those who were living in Judah, rejoiced. 26 There was great rejoicing in Jerusalem, for nothing like this was known since the days of Solomon son of David, the king of Israel.

				27 Then the priests and the Levites stood to bless the people, and God heard their voice, and their prayer came into His holy dwelling place in heaven.

				A Principle to Live By - The Spirit of the Law

				[image: Getz0443.png]

				#30 We must remember that God is more concerned about our heart condition than rules and regulations. 

				During this time of renewal, many who came to Jerusalem from the northern tribes were not qualified to eat the Passover. In fact, they probably had been taught very little about the requirements outlined in the law of Moses (see Ex 12:43-49). However, in their eagerness to seek the Lord, they proceeded to participate in the Passover meal. Hezekiah, knowing that these people were worshiping God with sincere hearts, prayed that they would be forgiven for participating in ignorance of the law. In love and mercy, God heard the king's prayer (2Ch 30:20). 

				Centuries later, Jesus was walking through some grain fields with His disciples. Even 
though it was the Sabbath, His followers were helping themselves to some of the grain. According to the Pharisees' interpretation, the law of Moses forbade such actions (Ex 34:21; cp. Dt 23:25). Consequently, they were quick to accuse these men of violating the laws of the Sabbath. Jesus' response is a classic illustration of when peoples' faith and God's grace triumphed over law:

				He said to them,"Have you never read what David and those who were with him did when he was in need and hungry—how he entered the house of God in the time of Abiathar the high priest and ate the sacred bread—which is not lawful for anyone to eat except the priests—and also gave some to his companions?" Then He told them,"The Sabbath was made for man and not man for the Sabbath. Therefore, the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath." (Mk 2:25-28)  (See Mt #29:Inappropriate Traditions.)

				Reflection and Response

				What should we do to make sure that Christians do not use this principle to excuse continuous actions that violate the will of God?

				

				
Removal of Idolatry

				31 When all this was completed, all Israel who had attended went out to the cities of Judah and broke up the sacred pillars, chopped down the •Asherah poles, and tore down the •high places and altars throughout Judah and Benjamin, as well as in Ephraim and Manasseh, to the last one.fj Then all the Israelites returned to their cities, each to his own possession.

				
Offerings for Levites

				2 Hezekiah reestablished the divisions of the priests and Levites for the •burnt offerings and •fellowship offerings, for ministry, for giving thanks, and for praise in the gates of the camp of the Lord, each division corresponding to his service among the priests and Levites. 3 The king contributedfk from his own possessions for the regular morning and evening burnt offerings, the burnt offerings of the Sabbaths, of the New Moons, and of the appointed feasts, as written in the law of the Lord. 4 He told the people who lived in Jerusalem to give a contribution for the priests and Levites so that they could devote their energy to the law of the Lord. 5 When the word spread, the Israelites gave liberally of the best of the grain, new wine, oil, honey, and of all the produce of the field, and they brought in an abundance, a tenth of everything. 6 As for the Israelites and Judahites who lived in the cities of Judah, they also brought a tenth of the cattle and sheep, and a tenth of the dedicated things that were consecrated to the Lord their God. They gathered them into large piles. 7 In the third month they began building up the piles, and they finished in the seventh month. 8 When Hezekiah and his officials came and viewed the piles, they praised the Lord and His people Israel.

				9 Hezekiah asked the priests and Levites about the piles. 10 Azariah, the chief priest of the household of Zadok, answered him,"Since they began bringing the offering to the Lord's temple, we eat and are satisfied and there is plenty left over because the Lord has blessed His people; this abundance is what is left over."

				11 Hezekiah told them to prepare chambers in the Lord's temple, and they prepared them. 12 The offering, the tenth, and the dedicated things were brought faithfully. Conaniah the Levite was the officer in charge of them, and his brother Shimei was second. 13 Jehiel, Azaziah, Nahath, Asahel, Jerimoth, Jozabad, Eliel, Ismachiah, Mahath, and Benaiah were deputies under the authority of Conaniah and his brother Shimei by appointment of King Hezekiah and of Azariah the chief official of God's temple.  (See Lv #20:Christian Stewardship.)

				14 Kore son of Imnah the Levite, the keeper of the East Gate, was over the freewill offerings to God to distribute the contribution to the Lord and the consecrated things. 15 Eden, Miniamin, Jeshua, Shemaiah, Amariah, and Shecaniah in the cities of the priests were to faithfully distribute it under his authority to their brothers by divisions, whether large or small. 16 In addition, they distributed it to males registered by genealogy threefl years old and above; to all who would enter the Lord's temple for their daily duty, for their service in their responsibilities according to their divisions. 17 They distributed also to those recorded by genealogy of the priests by their ancestral families and the Levites 20 years old and above, by their responsibilities in their divisions; 18 to those registered by genealogy — with all their infants, wives, sons, and daughters — of the whole assembly (for they had faithfully consecrated themselves as holy); 19 and to the descendants of Aaron, the priests, in the common fields of their cities, in each and every city. There were men who were registered by name to distribute a portion to every male among the priests and to every Levite recorded by genealogy.

				20 Hezekiah did this throughout all Judah. He did what was good and upright and true before the Lord his God.21 He was diligent in every deed that he began in the service of God's temple, in the instruction and the commands, in order to seek his God, and he prospered.

				A Principle to Live By - True Repentance
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				#31 When we experience true repentance, we will turn away from our sinful ways and reflect the fruit of the Holy Spirit.  (See Gl #10:Life in the Spirit.)

				Following the Passover celebration, we see true repentance. All those who participated went throughout Judah destroying all vestiges of idolatry (v. 1). 

				Paul addressed this principle when he wrote to the Corinthians. After asking the question,"What agreement does God's sanctuary have with idols?" (2Co 6:16), he then quoted Isaiah, who prophesied during Hezekiah's era:

				Therefore, come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord; do not touch any unclean thing, and I will welcome you. (2Co 6:17; see Is 52:11.)

				Paul then applied Isaiah's exhortation to the Corinthians:

				Therefore, dear friends, since we have such promises, let us cleanse ourselves from every impurity of the flesh and spirit, completing our sanctification in the fear of God. . . . Now I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because your grief led to repentance. (2Co 7:1,9a)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some other reflections of true, godly repentance?  (See Ps #49:Authentic Repentance.)

				

				
Sennacherib's Invasion

				32 After these faithful deeds, Sennacherib king of Assyria came and entered Judah. He laid siege to the fortified cities and intendedfm to break into them. 2 Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had come and that he plannedfn war on Jerusalem, 3 so he consulted with his officials and his warriors about stopping up the waters of the springs that were outside the city, and they helped him. 4 Many people gathered and stopped up all the springs and the stream that flowed through the land; they said,"Why should the kings of Assyria come and find plenty of water?" 5 Then Hezekiah strengthened his position by rebuilding the entire broken-down wall and heightening the towers and the other outside wall. He repaired the supporting terraces of the city of David, and made an abundance of weapons and shields.

				6 He set military commanders over the people and gathered the people in the square of the city gate. Then he encouraged them,fo saying, 7 "Be strong and courageous! Don't be afraid or discouraged before the king of Assyria or before the large army that is with him, for there are more with us than with him. 8 He has only human strength,fp but we have •Yahweh our God to help us and to fight our battles." So the people relied on the words of King Hezekiah of Judah.

				
Sennacherib's Servant's Speech

				9 After this, while Sennacherib king of Assyria with all his armed forces besiegedfq Lachish, he sent his servants to Jerusalem against King Hezekiah of Judah and against all those of Judah who were in Jerusalem, saying, 10 "This is what King Sennacherib of Assyria says: 'What are you relying on that you remain in Jerusalem under siege? 11 Isn't Hezekiah misleading you to give you over to death by famine and thirst when he says,"Yahweh our God will deliver us from the power of the king of Assyria"? 12 Didn't Hezekiah himself remove His •high places and His altars and say to Judah and Jerusalem,"You must worship before one altar, and you must burn incense on it"?

				13 " 'Don't you know what I and my fathers have done to all the peoples of the lands? Have any of the national gods of the lands been able to deliver their land from my power? 14 Who among all the gods of these nations that my predecessors •completely destroyed was able to deliver his people from my power, that your God should be able to do the same for you? 15 So now, don't let Hezekiah deceive you, and don't let him mislead you like this. Don't believe him, for no god of any nation or kingdom has been able to deliver his people from my power or the power of my fathers. How much less will your God deliver you from my power! '"

				16 His servants said more against the Lord God and against His servant Hezekiah. 17 He also wrote letters to mock Yahweh, the God of Israel, saying against Him:

				

				Just like the national gods of the lands that did not deliver their people from my power, so Hezekiah's God will not deliver His people from my power.

				

				18 Then they called out loudly in Hebrewfr to the people of Jerusalem, who were on the wall, to frighten and discourage them in order that he might capture the city. 19 They spoke against the God of Jerusalem like they had spoken against the gods of the peoples of the earth, which were made by human hands.

				
Deliverance from Sennacherib

				20 King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz prayed about this and cried out to heaven, 21 and the Lord sent an angel who annihilated every brave warrior, leader, and commander in the camp of the king of Assyria. So the king of Assyria returned in disgrace to his land. He went to the temple of his god, and there some of his own children struck him down with the sword.

				22 So the Lord saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem from the power of King Sennacherib of Assyria and from the power of all others. He gave them restfs on every side. 23 Many were bringing an offering to the Lord to Jerusalem and valuable gifts to King Hezekiah of Judah, and he was exalted in the eyes of all the nations after that.

				
Hezekiah's Illness and Pride

				24 In those days Hezekiah became sick to the point of death, so he prayed to the Lord, and He spoke to him and gave him a miraculous sign.25 However, because his heart was proud, Hezekiah didn't respond according to the benefit that had come to him. So there was wrath on him, Judah, and Jerusalem.26 Then Hezekiah humbled himself for the pride of his heart — he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem — so the Lord's wrath didn't come on them during Hezekiah's lifetime.

				A Principle to Live By - God Honors Humility

				[image: Getz0445.png]

				#32 Though all of us are vulnerable to the sin of pride, God will respond positively when we respond to His discipline with true humility. 

		Hezekiah stands out as a man who led his people into godly repentance and away from idolatry (See 31:20-21). However, when God honored him and healed him from a deadly sickness, he took God's grace for granted (2Kg 20:1-11). God was not pleased. But when Hezekiah realized what he had done, responded with a humble heart, and led the people of Jerusalem to do the same, God postponed His judgment on Judah and Jerusalem.  (See 2Kg #21:Marks of Humility; Jms #10: Humility versus Pride.)

				God responds to humility. Peter wrote,

				And all of you clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble. Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that He may exalt you at the proper time. (1Pt 5:5b-6)  (See 1Pt #11:Demonstrating Humility.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why are we so prone to pride, and why is it at times so difficult to respond with humility?

				

				
Hezekiah's Wealth and Works

				27 Hezekiah had abundant riches and glory, and he made himself treasuries for silver, gold, precious stones, spices, shields, and every desirable item. 28 He made warehouses for the harvest of grain, new wine, and oil, and stalls for all kinds of cattle, and pens for flocks. 29 He made cities for himself, and he acquired herds of sheep and cattle in abundance, for God gave him abundant possessions.

				30 This same Hezekiah blocked the outlet of the water of the Upper Gihon and channeled it smoothly downward and westward to the city of David. Hezekiah succeeded in everything he did. 31 When the ambassadors of Babylon's rulers were sent ft to him to inquire about the miraculous sign that happened in the land, God left him to test him and discover what was in his heart.  (See 2Kg #22:A Strength Becomes a Weakness.)

				
Hezekiah's Death

				32 As for the rest of the events of Hezekiah's reign and his deeds of faithful love, note that they are written in the Visions of the Prophet Isaiah son of Amoz, and in the Book of the Kings of Judah and Israel. 33 Hezekiah rested with his fathers and was buried on the ascent to the tombs of David's descendants. All Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem paid him honor at his death. His son Manasseh became king in his place.

				
Judah's King Manasseh

				33 Manasseh was 12 years old when he became king and reigned 55 years in Jerusalem. 2 He did what was evil in the Lord's sight, imitating the detestable practices of the nations that the Lord had dispossessed before the Israelites. 3 He rebuilt the •high places that his father Hezekiah had torn down and reestablished the altars for the •Baals. He made •Asherah poles, and he worshiped the whole heavenly •host and served them. 4 He built altars in the Lord's temple, where •Yahweh had said,"Jerusalem is where My name will remain forever." 5 He built altars to the whole heavenly host in both courtyards of the Lord's temple. 6 He passed his sons through the fire in the Valley of Hinnom. He practiced witchcraft, •divination, and sorcery, and consulted mediums and spiritists. He did a great deal of evil in the Lord's sight, provoking Him. 

				7 Manasseh set up a carved image of the idol he had made, in God's temple, about which God had said to David and his son Solomon,"I will establish My name forever fu in this temple and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel. 8 I will never again remove the feet of the Israelites from the land where I stationed your fv ancestors, if only they will be careful to do all that I have commanded them through Moses — all the law, statutes, and judgments." 9 So Manasseh caused Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to stray so that they did worse evil than the nations the Lord had destroyed before the Israelites. (See 2Kg #23:Godly Parenting.)

				
Manasseh's Repentance

				10 The Lord spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they didn't listen.11 So He brought against them the military commanders of the king of Assyria. They captured Manasseh with hooks, bound him with bronze shackles, and took him to Babylon.12 When he was in distress, he sought the favor of Yahweh his God and earnestly humbled himself before the God of his ancestors. 13 He prayed to Him, so He heard his petition and granted his request, and brought him back to Jerusalem, to his kingdom. So Manasseh came to know that Yahweh is God.

				14 After this, he built the outer wall of the city of David from west of Gihon in the valley to the entrance of the Fish Gate; he brought it around the Ophel, and he heightened it considerably. He also placed military commanders in all the fortified cities of Judah.

				15 He removed the foreign gods and the idol from the Lord's temple, along with all the altars that he had built on the mountain of the Lord's temple and in Jerusalem, and he threw them outside the city. 16 He built fw the altar of the Lord and offered •fellowship and thank offerings on it. Then he told Judah to serve Yahweh, the God of Israel. 17 However, the people still sacrificed at the high places, but only to Yahweh their God.

				
Manasseh's Death

				18 The rest of the events of Manasseh's reign, along with his prayer to his God and the words of the seers who spoke to him in the name of Yahweh, the God of Israel, are written in the Records of Israel's Kings. 19 His prayer and how God granted his request, and all his sin and unfaithfulness and the sites where he built high places and set up Asherah poles and carved images before he humbled himself, they are written in the Records of Hozai. 20 Manasseh rested with his fathers, and he was buried in his own house. His son Amon became king in his place.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Forgiveness
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				#33 No matter how evil our lives have become, when we sincerely and humbly confess our sins, God will forgive us because of Christ's cleansing blood. 

				In spite of all that Manasseh's father, Hezekiah, had done to lead God's people out of idolatry, Manasseh initially did the opposite. He and his subjects strayed so far"that they did worse evil than the nations the Lord had destroyed before the Israelites" (v. 9). 

				Once again, however, we see God's grace and mercy in the Old Testament, even though it took a serious crisis to get Manasseh's attention. He was shackled and dragged away by the Assyrians (v. 11). In his dire straits, he cried out to God in sincere repentance and was released and reinstated as king of Judah. Perhaps the most important statement is,"So Manasseh came to know that Yahweh is God" (v. 13). 

				In the New Testament, the apostle Paul—who at one time hated and killed Christians—illustrates what Manasseh experienced when he came to know God personally. Writing to Timothy, he bore testimony to his experience of forgiveness through faith in Christ:

				This saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance:"Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners"—and I am the worst of them. But I received mercy for this reason, so that in me, the worst of them, Christ Jesus might demonstrate His extraordinary patience as an example to those who would believe in Him for eternal life. (1Tm 1:15-16; see also 1Jn 1:9.) 

				The same is true today. No matter what sins we have committed, we can experience total forgiveness. As John wrote,"the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin" (1Jn 1:7).

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it sometimes difficult for people to forgive themselves even though God has forgiven them?

				

				
Judah's King Amon

				21 Amon was 22 years old when he became king and reigned two years in Jerusalem. 22 He did what was evil in the Lord's sight just as his father Manasseh had done. Amon sacrificed to all the carved images that his father Manasseh had made, and he served them. 23 But he did not humble himself before the Lord like his father Manasseh humbled himself; instead, Amon increased his •guilt.

				24 So his servants conspired against him and put him to death in his own house. 25 Then the common peoplefx executed all those who conspired against King Amon and made his son Josiah king in his place.

				
Judah's King Josiah

				34 Josiah was eight years old when he became king and reigned 31 years in Jerusalem. 2 He did what was right in the Lord's sight and walked in the ways of his ancestor David; he did not turn aside to the right or the left.

				
Josiah's Reform

				3 In the eighth year of his reign, while he was still a youth, Josiah began to seek the God of his ancestor David, and in the twelfth year he began to cleanse Judah and Jerusalem of the •high places, the •Asherah poles, the carved images, and the cast images. 4 Then in his presence the altars of the •Baals were torn down, and he chopped down the incense altars that were above them. He shattered the Asherah poles, the carved images, and the cast images, crushed them to dust, and scattered them over the graves of those who had sacrificed to them. 5 He burned the bones of the priests on their altars. So he cleansed Judah and Jerusalem. 6 He did the same in the cities of Manasseh, Ephraim, and Simeon, and as far as Naphtali and on their surrounding mountain shrines. fy 7 He tore down the altars, and he smashed the Asherah poles and the carved images to powder. He chopped down all the incense altars throughout the land of Israel and returned to Jerusalem.

				A Principle to Live By - The Potential of Youth
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				#34 We must always remember that God desires to use us to carry out His purposes in this world regardless of our age. 

				Josiah became king in Judah when he was only eight years old. When he was 16, he began to seek God and destroyed the idolatrous altars and images throughout the land (34:3).  (See 2Kg #24:Parental Values.)

				Jesus set the ultimate example in verifying this principle. When He was just 12 years old, He amazed the teachers in the temple with His understanding of the Old Testament (Lk 2:46-47). Though He was indeed the Son of God, in His humanity He lived like any other normal 12 year old. Following this incident, Luke reminded us that"Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and with people" (Lk 2:52).  (See Lk #7:Both God and Man.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we encourage young people to live up to their full potential and yet comprehend their chronological, mental, spiritual, and social limitations?  (See Jr #1:Ready to Serve.)

				

				
Josiah's Repair of the Temple

				8 In the eighteenth year of his reign, in order to cleanse the land and the temple, Josiah sent Shaphan son of Azaliah, along with Maaseiah the governor of the city and the court historian Joah son of Joahaz, to repair the temple of the Lord his God.

				9 So they went to Hilkiah the high priest, and gave him the money brought into God's temple. The Levites and the doorkeepers had collected money from Manasseh, Ephraim, and from the entire remnant of Israel, and from all Judah, Benjamin, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 10 They put it into the hands of those doing the work — those who oversaw the Lord's temple. They gave it to the workmen who were working in the Lord's temple, to repair and restore the temple; 11 they gave it to the carpenters and builders and also used it to buy quarried stone and timbers — for joining and making beams — for the buildings that Judah's kings had destroyed.

				12 The men were doing the work with integrity. Their overseers were Jahath and Obadiah, Levites from the Merarites, and Zechariah and Meshullam from the Kohathites as supervisors. The Levites were all skilled with musical instruments. 13 They were also over the porters and were supervising all those doing the work task by task. Some of the Levites were secretaries, officers, and gatekeepers.

				


The Recovery of the Book of the Law

				14 When they brought out the money that had been deposited in the Lord's temple, Hilkiah the priest found the book of the law of the Lord written by the hand of Moses.15 Consequently, Hilkiah told Shaphan the court secretary,"I have found the book of the law in the Lord's temple," and he gave the book to Shaphan.

				16 Shaphan took the book to the king, and also reported,"Your servants are doing all that was placed in their hands. 17 They have emptied out the money that was found in the Lord's temple and have put it into the hand of the overseers and the hand of those doing the work." 18 Then Shaphan the court secretary told the king,"Hilkiah the priest gave me a book," and Shaphan read from it in the presence of the king.

				19 When the king heard the words of the law, he tore his clothes.20 Then he commanded Hilkiah, Ahikam son of Shaphan, Abdon son of Micah, Shaphan the court secretary, and the king's servant Asaiah, 21 "Go. Ask •Yahweh for me and for those remaining in Israel and Judah, concerning the words of the book that was found. For great is the Lord's wrath that is poured out on us because our fathers have not kept the word of the Lord in order to do everything written in this book."

				
Huldah's Prophecy of Judgment

				22 So Hilkiah and those the king had designated fz went to the prophetess Huldah, the wife of Shallum son of Tokhath, son of Hasrah, keeper of the wardrobe. She lived in Jerusalem in the Second District. They spoke with her about this.

				23 She said to them,"This is what Yahweh, the God of Israel says: Say to the man who sent you to Me, 24 'This is what Yahweh says: I am about to bring disaster on this place and on its inhabitants, fulfilling all the curses written in the book that they read in the presence of the king of Judah, 25 because they have abandoned Me and burned incense to other gods in order to provoke Me with all the works of their hands. My wrath will be poured out on this place, and it will not be quenched.' 26 Say this to the king of Judah who sent you to ask Yahweh, 'This is what Yahweh, the God of Israel says: As for the words that you heard, 27 because your heart was tender and you humbled yourself before God when you heard His words against this place and against its inhabitants, and because you humbled yourself before Me, and you tore your clothes and wept before Me, I Myself have heard' — this is the Lord's declaration. 28 'I will indeed gather you to your fathers, and you will be gathered to your grave in peace. Your eyes will not see all the disaster that I am bringing on this place and on its inhabitants.'"

				Then they reported to the king.

				
Affirmation of the Covenant by Josiah 
and the People

				29 So the king sent messengers and gathered all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 30 The king went up to the Lord's temple with all the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, as well as the priests and the Levites — all the people from great to small. He read in their hearing all the words of the book of the covenant that had been found in the Lord's temple.31 Then the king stood at his post and made a covenant in the Lord's presence to follow the Lord and to keep His commands, His decrees, and His statutes with all his heart and with all his soul in order to carry out the words of the covenant written in this book.

				32 He had all those present in Jerusalem and Benjamin agreega to it. So all the inhabitants of Jerusalem carried out the covenant of God, the God of their ancestors.

				33 So Josiah removed everything that was detestable from all the lands belonging to the Israelites, and he required all who were present in Israel to serve the Lord their God. Throughout his reign they did not turn aside from following Yahweh, the God of their ancestors.

				
Josiah's Passover Observance

				35 Josiah observed the Lord's •Passover and slaughtered the Passover lambs on the fourteenth day of the first month. 2 He appointed the priests to their responsibilities and encouraged them to serve in the Lord's temple. 3 He said to the Levites who taught all Israel the holy things of the Lord,"Put the holy ark in the temple built by Solomon son of David king of Israel. Since you do not have to carry it on your shoulders, now serve •Yahweh your God and His people Israel.  (See Jos #9:The Lord's Supper.)

				4 "Organize your ancestral houses by your divisions according to the written instruction of David king of Israel and that of his son Solomon. 5 Serve in the holy place by the divisions of the ancestral houses for your brothers, the lay people,gb and the distribution of the tribal household of the Levites. 6 Slaughter the Passover lambs, consecrate yourselves, and make preparations for your brothers to carry out the word of the Lord through Moses."

				7 Then Josiah donated 30,000 sheep, lambs, and young goats, plus 3,000 bulls from his own possessions, for the Passover sacrifices for all the lay peoplegc who were present.

				8 His officials also donated willingly for the people, the priests, and the Levites. Hilkiah, Zechariah, and Jehiel, chief officials of God's temple, gave 2,600 Passover sacrifices and 300 bulls for the priests. 9 Conaniah and his brothers Shemaiah and Nethanel, and Hashabiah, Jeiel, and Jozabad, officers of the Levites, donated 5,000 Passover sacrifices for the Levites, plus 500 bulls.

				10 So the service was established; the priests stood at their posts and the Levites in their divisions according to the king's command. 11 Then they slaughtered the Passover lambs, and while the Levites were skinning the animals, the priests sprinkled the blood gd they had been given.ge 12 They removed the •burnt offerings so that they might be given to the divisions of the ancestral houses of the lay peoplegf to offer to the Lord, according to what is written in the book of Moses; they did the same with the bulls. 13 They roasted the Passover lambs with fire according to regulation. They boiled the holy sacrifices in pots, kettles, and bowls; and they quickly brought them to the lay people.gg 14 Afterward, they made preparations for themselves and for the priests, since the priests, the descendants of Aaron, were busy offering up burnt offerings and fat until night. So the Levites made preparations for themselves and for the priests, the descendants of Aaron.

				15 The singers, the descendants of •Asaph, were at their stations according to the command of David, Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun the king's seer. Also, the gatekeepers were at each gate. None of them left their tasks because their Levite brothers had made preparations for them.  (Review 2Ch #27: Worship and Music)

				16 So all the service of the Lord was established that day for observing the Passover and for offering burnt offerings on the altar of the Lord, according to the command of King Josiah. 17 The Israelites who were present in Judah also observed the Passover at that time and the Festival of Unleavened Bread for seven days. 18 No Passover had been observed like it in Israel since the days of Samuel the prophet. None of the kings of Israel ever observed a Passover like the one that Josiah observed with the priests, the Levites, all Judah, the Israelites who were present in Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 19 In the eighteenth year of Josiah's reign, this Passover was observed.  (Review 2 Ch #28: The Lord's Supper)

				
Josiah's Last Deeds and Death

				20 After all this that Josiah had prepared for the temple, Neco king of Egypt marched up to fight at Carchemish by the Euphrates, and Josiah went out to confront him. 21 But Neco sent messengers to him, saying,"What is the issue between you and me, king of Judah? I have not come against you today gh but I am fighting another dynasty.gi God told me to hurry. Stop opposing God who is with me; don't make Him destroy you!"

				22 But Josiah did not turn away from him; instead, in order to fight with him he disguised himself. gj He did not listen to Neco's words from the mouth of God, but went to the Valley of Megiddo to fight. 23 The archers shot King Josiah, and he said to his servants,"Take me away, for I am severely wounded!" 24 So his servants took him out of the war chariot, carried him in his second chariot, and brought him to Jerusalem. Then he died, and they buried him in the tomb of his fathers. All Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. 25 Jeremiah chanted a dirge over Josiah, and all the singing men and singing women still speak of Josiah in their dirges to this very day. They established them as a statute for Israel, and indeed they are written in the Dirges.

				26 The rest of the events of Josiah's reign, along with his deeds of faithful love according to what is written in the law of the Lord, 27 and his words, from beginning to end, are written in the Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah.

				A Principle to Live By - Response to God's Word

				[image: Getz0448.png]

				#35 When Scripture confronts sin in our lives, we should allow God's Spirit to convict us, humble us, and redirect our lives into His will.

				Josiah began to seek the Lord early in his career as king, but it wasn't until he was 26 years old that Hilkiah, the high priest, discovered the actual revealed Word of God recorded by Moses. When Josiah"heard the words of the law, he tore his clothes"—a true sign of humility and repentance (34:19). 

				The Word of God penetrated his soul. He then sought guidance from Huldah, who was known to be a prophetess (34:22). Speaking for God, she reassured Josiah that because of his positive response to God's Word, he would die in peace without experiencing the calamity that was assuredly coming. In spite of the certainty of judgment, Josiah wasted no time in taking specific action to lead his people back to God. In fact, he celebrated the Passover in a way that was even more elaborate than the one observed by King Hezekiah (35:18). 

				Josiah illustrates how we should respond to the Word of God, allowing it to penetrate to the deepest recesses of our hearts and to bring changes in our lives. Today, we have a great advantage over King Josiah since we have the totality of the Word of God. Furthermore, we have the Holy Spirit living in our hearts, and He can enable us to respond as we should.  (See 2Kg #25:Biblical Renewal.)

				Paul's prayer for the Ephesians is very relevant:

				I pray that He may grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power in the inner man through His Spirit, and that the Messiah may dwell in your hearts through faith. I pray that you, being rooted and firmly established in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the length and width, height and depth of God's love, and to know the Messiah's love that surpasses knowledge, so you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (Eph 3:16-19; see also Heb 4:12.)  (See Eph #7:Experiencing God's Power.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can the Word of God remain in our heads but not reach our hearts? 

				

				
Judah's King Jehoahaz

				36 Then the common peoplegk took Jehoahaz son of Josiah and made him king in Jerusalem in place of his father.

				2 Jehoahaz was 23 years old when he became king and reigned three months in Jerusalem. 3 The king of Egypt deposed him in Jerusalem and fined the land 7,500 poundsgl of silver and 75 poundsgm of gold.

				
Judah's King Jehoiakim

				4 Then Neco king of Egypt made Jehoahaz's brother Eliakim king over Judah and Jerusalem and changed Eliakim's name to Jehoiakim. But Neco took his brother Jehoahaz and brought him to Egypt.

				5 Jehoiakim was 25 years old when he became king and reigned 11 years in Jerusalem. He did what was evil in the sight of the Lord his God. 6 Now Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon attacked him and bound him in bronze shackles to take him to Babylon. 7 Also Nebuchadnezzar took some of the utensils of the Lord's temple to Babylon and put them in his temple in Babylon.

				8 The rest of the deeds of Jehoiakim, the detestable things he did, and what was found against him, are written in the Book of Israel's Kings. His son Jehoiachin became king in his place.

				
Judah's King Jehoiachin

				9 Jehoiachin was 18 gn years old when he became king and reigned three months and 10 days in Jerusalem. He did what was evil in the Lord's sight. 10 In the springgo Nebuchadnezzar sent for him and brought him to Babylon along with the valuable utensils of the Lord's temple. Then he made Jehoiachin's brother Zedekiah king over Judah and Jerusalem. (See 2Kg #26:God's Grace and Mercy.)

				
Judah's King Zedekiah

				11 Zedekiah was 21 years old when he became king and reigned 11 years in Jerusalem. 12 He did what was evil in the sight of the Lord his God and did not humble himself before Jeremiah the prophet at the Lord's command. 13 He also rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar who had made him swear allegiance by God. He became obstinategp and hardened his heart against returning to •Yahweh, the God of Israel. 14 All the leaders of the priests and the people multiplied their unfaithful deeds, imitating all the detestable practices of the nations, and they defiled the Lord's temple that He had consecrated in Jerusalem.

				
The Destruction of Jerusalem

				15 But Yahweh, the God of their ancestors sent word against them by the hand of His messengers, sending them time and time again, for He had compassion on His people and on His dwelling place. 16 But they kept ridiculing God's messengers, despising His words, and scoffing at His prophets, until the Lord's wrath was so stirred up against His people that there was no remedy. 17 So He brought up against them the king of the Chaldeans, who killed their choice young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary. He had no pity on young men or young women, elderly or aged; He handed them all over to him. 18 He took everything to Babylon — all the articles of God's temple, large and small, the treasures of the Lord's temple, and the treasures of the king and his officials. 19 Then the Chaldeans burned God's temple. They tore down Jerusalem's wall, burned down all its palaces, and destroyed all its valuable articles.

				20 He deported those who escaped from the sword to Babylon, and they became servants to him and his sons until the rise of the Persian gq kingdom. 21 This fulfilled the word of the Lord through Jeremiah and the land enjoyed its Sabbath rest all the days of the desolation until 70 years were fulfilled.

				
The Decree of Cyrus

				22 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, the word of the Lord spoken throughgr Jeremiah was fulfilled. The Lord put it into the mind of King Cyrus of Persia to issue a proclamation throughout his entire kingdom and also to put it in writing:

				

				23 This is what King Cyrus of Persia says: The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and has appointed me to build Him a temple at Jerusalem in Judah. Whoever among you of His people may go up, and may the Lord his God be with him.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Compassion

				[image: Getz0449.png]

				#36 We should praise God that He is compassionate, desiring that all people turn from their sins and be saved. 

				Kings Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah, who followed Josiah and Jehoahaz, all did"evil in the sight of the Lord," going from bad to worse (vv. 5,12; see also v. 9). They, along with all of the kings of Israel and most of the other kings of Judah, ignored and despised God's message through the prophets. In Israel, men like Elijah and Elisha had cried out to Israel with words of warning confirmed by miraculous signs. Israel had also heard God's message through Jonah, Amos, and Hosea. 

				The people of Judah heard God's exhortations through Obadiah, Joel, Micah, Isaiah, Nahum, Jeremiah, Zephaniah, and Habakkuk. However, as a whole, neither Israel nor Judah listened to God's appeal for repentance. Consequently, Israel was taken into captivity by the Assyrians, and eventually Judah entered Babylonian captivity. But as the rest of the biblical story recorded, God had not given up on His people (vv. 22-23).  (See Ezr #1:Our Sovereign God.)

				Today, the story of God's love is the same. Because of His compassion, Jesus Christ has postponed His return to bring judgment on the earth. Peter made this clear:

				The Lord does not delay His promise, as some understand delay, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance. (2Pt 3:9)  (See 2Pt #5:Looking for Christ's Return.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways should God's patience and compassion toward all humanity affect the way we live as Christians in this world?
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				Ezra

				Author: Unknown or the"chronicler"

				Date of events: 538–457 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				The book of Ezra records the history of the Jews who were released from exile in Babylon. The book is named for the priest who led a group of exiles from Babylon to Jerusalem in about 458 b.c. It was like a new exodus for them, the renewal of God's promise to enter into a personal relationship with the people of Israel and to let them live in the promised land and worship Him there. When it was discovered that some of the people were compromising their faith, just as their ancestors had done before God had removed them from the land, Ezra immediately led the people to take whatever actions were necessary to avoid their ancestors' fate.

				Ezra teaches us principles of renewal

				

				

				During their punishment and persecution in Babylon, God was still watching over His people. Even though Cyrus was a pagan king, God caused him to release the Jews from captivity and let them go to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple. King Artaxerxes did not know the God of Abraham, yet God in His sovereignty caused him not only to allow Ezra to go to Jerusalem, but also to give him literally tons of silver and gold to furnish the temple. Ezra and the people prayed to God, and even though they travelled a long distance through dangerous territory carrying valuable treasures, not a single robber threatened them.

				Ezra teaches us principles of God's sovereignty

				

				

				When the exiles arrived in Jerusalem, they first rebuilt the altar and the temple, reinstating their religious activities and festivals. Their priority was to worship God, and only after that did they rebuild the city walls.

				Ezra teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in Ezra

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-4

							
								
								#1: Our Sovereign God

							
								
								We are to trust God, knowing that He is ultimately in control of all that transpires on planet earth.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:5-11

							
								
								#2: Living by the Spirit

							
								
								To carry out God's purposes in the world, we must keep our thoughts and desires in harmony with His revealed will in the Holy Scriptures.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								2:68-70

							
								
								#3: Generous Giving

							
								
								To carry out God's work in the world, all followers of Jesus Christ should be willing to participate materially.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								3:1-7

							
								
								#4: Boldness in Worship and Witness

							
								
								Though we are to be wise in the way we relate to those who are unbelievers, we should also be bold in our worship and witness for Jesus Christ.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								4:1-5

							
								
								#5: Specific Temptations

							
								
								After we have confessed a particular sin and received forgiveness, we must be prepared to be tempted in that area of vulnerability.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								4:6-23

							
								
								#6: Opposition and Persecution

							
								
								When we are doing God's work, we should expect opposition from those who are threatened by our activities.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								4:24–5:5

							
								
								#7: God's Protection

							
								
								Although as Christ-followers we will sometimes suffer serious persecution and even death, we are to trust God never to leave us or forsake us.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								5:6–6:15

							
								
								#8: Satan's Strategies

							
								
								We are to trust God and take proactive steps to defeat Satan's evil strategies.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								6:16-22

							
								
								#9: Our Divine Source

							
								
								To please God on a consistent basis, we must be committed to living in God's will as recorded in the Holy Scriptures.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								7:1-10

							
								
								#10: Faithful Leadership

							
								
								To experience God's blessing on our ministry to others, we must faithfully study the Holy Scriptures, consistently practice God's principles, and diligently teach these truths to others.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								7:11-28

							
								
								#11: Honoring God

							
								
								When God uses us to do His work, we are to glorify Him for His faithfulness 
to us.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								8:21-31

							
								
								#12: Living What We Profess

							
								
								In our witness to unbelievers, we are to live consistent Christian lives.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								9:1-9

							
								
								#13: God's Grace

							
								
								When we experience God's mercy, we should respond to His grace by accepting His free gift of salvation and then living godly lives.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								9:10–10:17

							
								
								#14: True Repentance

							
								
								If we are violating God's will, we should confess our sins and once again walk in fellowship with God and one another.

							
								
								14

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Ezra

				The Decree of Cyrus

				1 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, the word of the Lord spoken through Jeremiah was fulfilled. The Lord put it into the mind of King Cyrus to issue a proclamation throughout his entire kingdom and to put it in writing:

				

				2 This is what King Cyrus of Persia says:"The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and has appointed me to build Him a house at Jerusalem in Judah. 3 Whoever is among His people, may his God be with him, and may he go to Jerusalem in Judah and build the house of the Lord, the God of Israel, the God who is in Jerusalem. 4 Let every survivor, wherever he lives, be assisted by the men of that region with silver, gold, goods, and livestock, along with a freewill offering for the house of God in Jerusalem."

				A Principle to Live By - Our Sovereign God

				[image: Getz0450.png]

				#1 We are to trust God, knowing that He is ultimately in control of all that transpires on planet 
earth.

				In essence, this is the story of the Bible. When all is said and done, God is sovereign. He has a master plan focused on the children of Israel in the Old Testament and the church in the New Testament. 

				Think about it! Jeremiah had prophesied the 70-year length of the Babylonian captivity (Jr 25:11; 29:10-11). However, God actually"put it into the mind" of a pagan king to cause Jeremiah's prophecy to come true (Ezr 1:1).

				Cyrus the Great founded the Persian Empire, and then conquered Babylon in 539 b.c. His philosophy of control was the opposite of Nebuchadnezzar's. He issued an edict that promised displaced people that they could return to their native lands and rebuild their temples. The unnamed author of Ezra adds divine specificity to this edict. Though Cyrus worshiped various pagan gods, he had an encounter with the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob who made it clear that he was to make sure the temple in Jerusalem was rebuilt.

				God was definitely orchestrating what was happening in order to fulfill His redemptive plan through the Messiah, but was at the same time allowing Cyrus to make decisions freely that reflected his own personal philosophy of leadership. We cannot fully understand and explain how a sovereign God is active in determining the affairs of mankind and yet allows us freedom to act on our own. However, we can take comfort in the fact that ultimately He is in control even though He gives us human responsibilities.  (See Est #5:God's Redemptive Plan.)

				In light of this principle, Peter and John understood more fully what had happened to Jesus Christ:

				For, in fact, in this city both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, assembled together against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, to do whatever Your hand and Your plan had predestined to take place. And now, Lord, consider their threats, and grant that Your slaves may speak Your message with complete boldness. (Ac 4:27-29) 

				Reflection and Response

				How can believing in this divine mystery regarding God's sovereignty and our human freedom bring hope and comfort to Christians rather than fear and confusion?  (See Rm #16:Security in Christ.)

				

				

	

Return from Exile

				5 So the family leaders of Judah and Benjamin, along with the priests and Levites — everyone God had motivateda — prepared to go up and rebuild the Lord's house in Jerusalem. 6 All their neighbors supported themb with silver articles, gold, goods, livestock, and valuables, in addition to all that was given as a freewill offering. 7 King Cyrus also brought out the articles of the Lord's house that Nebuchadnezzar had taken from Jerusalem and had placed in the house of his gods. 8 King Cyrus of Persia had them brought out under the supervision of Mithredath the treasurer, who counted them out to Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah. 9 This was the inventory:

				

				30 gold basins, 1,000 silver basins,

				29 silver knives, 10 30 gold bowls,

				410 variousc silver bowls, and 1,000 other articles.

				

				11 The gold and silver articles totaled 5,400. Sheshbazzar brought all of them when the exiles went up from Babylon to Jerusalem.

				A Principle to Live By - Living by the Spirit

				[image: Getz0451.png]

				#2 To carry out God's purposes in the world, we must keep our thoughts and desires in harmony with His revealed will in the Holy Scriptures.

				We see God's sovereign actions at work, not only in a pagan king, but in His own people. He put His plan"into the mind of King Cyrus," but He also"motivated" certain Israelites to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple (vv. 1,5). 

				Today, the opportunity to be used by God to achieve His purposes is open to all true believers. The key to being used by God is to renew our minds with the Word of God and to think God's thoughts continually. If we do, God will alert us to opportunities that may have passed us by if we were not walking"by the Spirit" (Gl 5:16,25; see also Php 4:8-9).  (See Gl #10:Life in the Spirit.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to evaluate whether what we feel are promptings by the Holy Spirit by comparing them with what God has already revealed in the Scriptures?  (See Gl #2:Messages from God.)

				

				

	

The Exiles Who Returned

				2 These now are the people of the province who came from those captive exiles King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon had deported to Babylon. They returned to Jerusalem and Judah, each to his own town. 2 They came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum, and Baanah.

				The number of the Israelite men included:d

				

				3 Parosh's descendants2,172

				4 Shephatiah's descendants372

				5 Arah's descendants775

				6 Pahath-moab's descendants:

				Jeshua's and Joab's descendants2,812

				7 Elam's descendants1,254

				8 Zattu's descendants945

				9 Zaccai's descendants760

				10 Bani's descendants642

				11 Bebai's descendants623

				12 Azgad's descendants1,222

				13 Adonikam's descendants666

				14 Bigvai's descendants2,056

				15 Adin's descendants454

				16 Ater's descendants: of Hezekiah98

				17 Bezai's descendants323

				18 Jorah's descendants112

				19 Hashum's descendants223

				20 Gibbar's descendants95

				21 Bethlehem's people123

				22 Netophah's men56

				23 Anathoth's men128

				24 Azmaveth's people42

				25 Kiriatharim's, Chephirah's, and Beeroth's people743

				26 Ramah's and Geba's people621

				27 Michmas's men122

				28 Bethel's and Ai's men223

				29 Nebo's people52

				30 Magbish's people156

				31 the other Elam's people1,254

				32 Harim's people320

				33 Lod's, Hadid's, and Ono's people725

				34 Jericho's people345

				35 Senaah's people3,630

				

				36 The priests included:

				

				Jedaiah's descendants of the house 
of Jeshua973

				37 Immer's descendants1,052

				38 Pashhur's descendants1,247

				39 and Harim's descendants1,017

				

				40 The Levites included:

				

				Jeshua's and Kadmiel's descendants

				from Hodaviah's descendants74

				

				41 The singers included:

				

				•Asaph's descendants128

				

				42 The gatekeepers' descendants included:

				

				

				Shallum's descendants, Ater's descendants,

				Talmon's descendants, Akkub's descendants,

				Hatita's descendants, Shobai's descendants, in all139

				

				43 The temple servants included:

				

				Ziha's descendants, Hasupha's descendants,

				Tabbaoth's descendants, 44 Keros's descendants,

				Siaha's descendants, Padon's descendants,

				45 Lebanah's descendants, Hagabah's descendants,

				Akkub's descendants, 46 Hagab's descendants,

				Shalmai's e descendants, Hanan's descendants,

				47 Giddel's descendants, Gahar's descendants,

				Reaiah's descendants, 48 Rezin's descendants,

				Nekoda's descendants, Gazzam's descendants,

				49 Uzza's descendants, Paseah's descendants,

				Besai's descendants, 50 Asnah's descendants,

				Meunim's f descendants, Nephusim's g
descendants,

				51 Bakbuk's descendants, Hakupha's descendants,

				Harhur's descendants, 52 Bazluth's descendants,

				Mehida's descendants, Harsha's descendants,

				53 Barkos's descendants, Sisera's descendants,

				Temah's descendants, 54 Neziah's descendants,

				and Hatipha's descendants.

				

				55 The descendants of Solomon's servants included:

				

				Sotai's descendants, Hassophereth's descendants,

				Peruda's descendants, 56 Jaalah's descendants,

				Darkon's descendants, Giddel's descendants,

				57 Shephatiah's descendants, Hattil's descendants,

				Pochereth-hazzebaim's descendants, and Ami's
descendants.

				58 All the temple servants

				and the descendants of Solomon's servants392.

				

				59 The following are those who came from Tel-melah, Tel-harsha, Cherub, Addan, and Immer but were unable to prove that their families and ancestry were Israelite:

				

				60 Delaiah's descendants,

				Tobiah's descendants,

				Nekoda's descendants652

				

				61 and from the descendants of the priests: the descendants of Hobaiah, the descendants of Hakkoz, the descendants of Barzillai — who had taken a wife from the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite and was called by their name. 62 These searched for their entries in the genealogical records, but they could not be found, so they were disqualified from the priesthood. 63 The governor ordered them not to eat the most holy things until there was a priest who could consult the •Urim and Thummim.

				

				64 The whole combined assembly numbered42,360

				65 not including their 7,337 male 
and female slaves,

				and their 200 male and female singers.

				66 They had 736 horses, 245 mules,

				67 435 camels, and 6,720 donkeys.

				

	

Gifts for the Work

				68 After they arrived at the Lord's house in Jerusalem, some of the family leaders gave freewill offerings for the house of God in order to have it rebuilt on its original site. 69 Based on what they could give, they gave 61,000 gold coins,h 6,250 poundsi of silver, and 100 priestly garments to the treasury for the project. 70 The priests, Levites, singers, gatekeepers, temple servants, and some of the people settled in their towns, and the rest of Israel settled in their towns.

				A Principle to Live By - Generous Giving
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				#3 To carry out God's work in the world, all followers of Jesus Christ should be willing to participate 
materially. 

				Though slaves, a number of Jews in captivity were able to accumulate material resources. Consequently, they willingly sent support (1:6). In Jerusalem, these offerings and more were given to help rebuild the temple. 

				This principle is verified in the New Testament. Barnabas stands out as a prime example. Being a God-fearing Grecian Jew, we can assume he tithed in accordance with Old Testament regulations—10 percent to support the synagogue where he worshiped regularly, 10 percent for his family to travel to Jerusalem once a year to worship, and 10 percent every third year to take care of the poor (See Lv 27:30-34).  (See Lv #20:Christian Stewardship.)

				Barnabas, however, went beyond the required tithes. In order to meet the material needs of believers in Jerusalem, he"sold a field he owned, brought the money, and laid it at the apostles' feet" (Ac 4:36-37). In this case, he didn't merely tithe on the sale, but gave it all! Other Jewish believers were doing the same:

				

				For there was not a needy person among them, because all those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, and laid them at the apostles' feet. This was then distributed for each person's basic needs. (Ac 4:34-35)  (See Ac #8:Generosity.)

				Reflection and Response

				While the New Testament does not prescribe the three Old Testament tithes, why are there some Christians that don't even consider giving a single tithe?

				

				

	

Sacrifice Restored

				3 By the seventh month, the Israelites had settled in their towns, and the people gathered together in Jerusalem. 2 Jeshua son of Jozadak and his brothers the priests along with Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and his brothers began to build the altar of Israel's God in order to offer •burnt offerings on it, as it is written in the law of Moses, the man of God.3 They set up the altar on its foundation and offered burnt offerings for the morning and evening on it to the Lord even though they feared the surrounding peoples.4 They celebrated the Festival of Booths as prescribed, and offered burnt offerings each day, based on the number specified by ordinance for each festival day.5 After that, they offered the regular burnt offering and the offerings for the beginning of each monthj and for all the Lord's appointed holy occasions, as well as the freewill offerings brought tok the Lord.

				6 On the first day of the seventh month they began to offer burnt offerings to the Lord, even though the foundation of the Lord's temple had not yet been laid. 7 They gave money to the stonecutters and artisans, and gave food, drink, and oil to the people of Sidon and Tyre, so they could bring cedar wood from Lebanon to Joppa by sea, according to the authorization given them by King Cyrus of Persia.

				A Principle to Live By - Boldness in Worship and Witness

				[image: Getz0453.png]

				#4 Though we are to be wise in the way we relate to those who are unbelievers, we should also be bold in our worship and witness for Jesus Christ.

				Those Israelites who returned to Jerusalem quickly reinstituted the sacrificial system outlined in the law of Moses. They evidently built a temporary altar where the original one had once stood. 

				Those Jews who had been left behind when the deportation took place, and who continued to be involved in pagan worship, as well as the Samaritans—Israelites who had intermarried with Gentiles—opposed the restoration of legitimate worship. In spite of the tension, those who returned from captivity proceeded to practice what God had originally outlined for them in His Word.

				For followers of Jesus Christ, Paul recognized the importance of not alienating unbelievers by being insensitive:

				Act wisely toward outsiders, making the most of the time. Your speech should always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you should answer each person. (Col 4:5-6)  (See Col #9:Prayer and Evangelism.)

				Paul also recognized that there are situations where we cannot avoid persecution if we want to be faithful worshipers and servants of God, so he wrote these words to Timothy:

				For God has not given us a spirit of fearfulness, but one of power, love, and sound judgment. So don't be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, or of me His prisoner. Instead, share in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God. (2Tm 1:7-8)  (See 2Tm #2:Identifying with Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can we be bold and uncompromising in our commitment to Christ and yet be wise and sensitive in the way we live among those who do not accept our faith?

				

				

	

Rebuilding the Temple

				8 In the second month of the second year after they arrived at God's house in Jerusalem, Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Jeshua son of Jozadak, and the rest of their brothers, including the priests, the Levites, and all who had returned to Jerusalem from the captivity, began to build. They appointed the Levites who were 20 years old or more to supervise the work on the Lord's house. 9 Jeshua with his sons and brothers, Kadmiel with his sons, and the sons of Judahl and of Henadad, with their sons and brothers, the Levites, joined together to supervise those working on the house of God.

				

	

Temple Foundation Completed

				10 When the builders had laid the foundation of the Lord's temple, the priests, dressed in their robes and holding trumpets, and the Levites descended from •Asaph, holding cymbals, took their positions to praise the Lord, as King David of Israel had instructed. 11 They sang with praise and thanksgiving to the Lord:"For He is good; His faithful love to Israel endures forever." Then all the people gave a great shout of praise to the Lord because the foundation of the Lord's house had been laid.  (See 2Ch #27:Worship and Music.)

				12 But many of the older priests, Levites, and family leaders, who had seen the first temple, wept loudly when they saw the foundation of this house, but many others shouted joyfully. 13 The people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful shouting from that of them weeping, because the people were shouting so loudly. And the sound was heard far away.

				

	

Opposition to Rebuilding the Temple

				4 When the enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the returned exilesnwere building a temple for •Yahweh, the God of Israel, 2 they approached Zerubbabel and the leaders of the families and said to them,"Let us build with you, for we also worship your God and have been sacrificing to Him o since the time King Esar-haddon of Assyria brought us here."

				3 But Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the other leaders of Israel's families answered them,"You may have no part with us in building a house for our God, since we alone must build it for Yahweh, the God of Israel, as King Cyrus, the king of Persia has commanded us."4 Then the people who were already in the landp discouragedq the people of Judah and made them afraid to build. 5 They also bribed officials to act against them to frustrate their plans throughout the reign of King Cyrus of Persia and until the reign of King Darius of Persia.

				A Principle to Live By - Specific Temptations
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				#5 After we have confessed a particular sin and received forgiveness, we must be prepared to be tempted in that area of vulnerability.

				One of the major reasons God had disciplined the children of Israel was their idolatry. Again and again, they had incorporated pagan rituals into their worship, a practice known as syncretism.  (See Jdg #19:Religious Syncretism.)

				When the remnant returned under Zerubbabel's leadership, the first temptation was to have a cooperative relationship with"the people who were already in the land" (Ezr 4:4), which included the Samaritans, Jews that had intermarried with pagan Gentiles. These people were"enemies of Judah and Benjamin" (v. 1) who would have enticed the people away from true worship. 

				Paul used Israel's problems to teach a valuable lesson to the Corinthians. Having come out of a very immoral society, incorporating pagan practices into their Christian worship would have been an intense temptation. But Paul shared the good news that they need not succumb to this—or any other—temptation:

				Now these things happened to them as examples, and they were written as a warning to us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. So, whoever thinks he stands must be careful not to fall. No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to humanity. God is faithful, and He will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation He will also provide a way of escape so that you are able to bear it. (1Co 10:11-13)  (See 1Co #22:Lessons from Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are the specific areas where some Christians today are particularly vulnerable to satanic attacks?

				

				

	

Opposition to Rebuilding the City

				6 At the beginning of the reign of Ahasuerus, the people who were already in the landr wrote an accusation against the residents of Judah and Jerusalem. 7 During the time of King Artaxerxes of Persia, Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel and the rest of his colleagues wrote to King Artaxerxes. The letter was written in Aramaic and translated.s

				8 Rehum the chief deputy and Shimshai the scribe wrote a letter to King Artaxerxes concerning Jerusalem as follows:

				

				9 From Rehumt the chief deputy, Shimshai the scribe, and the rest of their colleagues — the judges and magistratesu from Tripolis, Persia, Erech, Babylon, Susa (that is, the people of Elam),v 10 and the rest of the peoples whom the great and illustrious Ashurbanipalw deported and settled in the cities of Samaria and the region west of the Euphrates River.

				

				11 This is the text of the letter they sent to him:

				

				To King Artaxerxes from your servants, the men from the region west of the Euphrates River:

				

				12 Let it be known to the king that the Jews who came from you have returned to us at Jerusalem. They are rebuilding that rebellious and evil city, finishing its walls, and repairing its foundations. 13 Let it now be known to the king that if that city is rebuilt and its walls are finished, they will not pay tribute, duty, or land tax, and the royal revenuex will suffer. 14 Since we have taken an oath of loyalty to the king,y and it is not right for us to witness his dishonor, we have sent to inform the king 15 that a search should be made in your fathers' record books. In these record books you will discover and verify that the city is a rebellious city, harmful to kings and provinces. There have been revolts in it since ancient times. That is why this city was destroyed. 16 We advise the king that if this city is rebuilt and its walls are finished, you will not have any possession west of the Euphrates.

				

	

Artaxerxes' Reply

				17  The king sent a reply to his chief deputy Rehum, Shimshai the scribe, and the rest of their colleagues living in Samaria and elsewhere in the region west of the Euphrates River:

				

				Greetings.

				

				18 The letter you sent us has been translated and readz in my presence. 19 I issued a decree and a search was conducted. It was discovered that this city has had uprisings against kings since ancient times, and there have been rebellions and revolts in it. 20 Powerful kings have also ruled over Jerusalem and exercised authority over the whole region, and tribute, duty, and land tax were paid to them. 21 Therefore, issue an order for these men to stop, so that this city will not be rebuilt until a further decree has been pronounced by me.22 See that you not neglect this matter. Otherwise, the damage will increase and the royal interestsaa will suffer.

				

				23 As soon as the text of King Artaxerxes' letter was read to Rehum, Shimshai the scribe, and their colleagues, they immediately went to the Jews in Jerusalem and forcibly stopped them.

				A Principle to Live By - Opposition and Persecution
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				#6 When we are doing God's work, we should expect opposition from those who are threatened by our activities.

				This section of Scripture is not chronological. In fact, what the author of Ezra wrote in these paragraphs happened years later, before Nehemiah returned to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.  (See Neh #1:Intense Prayer.)

				The same has been true of followers of Jesus Christ. Some of the greatest opposition in the early years of Christianity came from Jewish leaders, including a young Pharisee named Saul. Following his conversion to Christ, Saul was called Paul and became the great apostle to the Gentiles (Ac 8:1; 9:15). Ironically, he later wrote to Timothy that"all those who want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted" (2Tm 3:12).  (See 2Tm #4:Suffering for Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul's exhortation to pray for government leaders correlate with this principle that focuses on opposition and persecution?  (See 1Tm #4:Prayer for Government Leaders.)

				

				

	

Rebuilding of the Temple Resumed

				24 Now the construction of God's house in Jerusalem had stopped and remained at a standstill until the second year of the reign of King Darius of Persia.
 
				51 But when the prophets Haggai and Zechariah son of Iddo prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Israel who was over them, 2 Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and Jeshua son of Jozadak began to rebuild God's house in Jerusalem. The prophets of God were with them, helping them.  (See Hg #1:Leadership Responsibility.)

				3 At that time Tattenai the governor of the region west of the Euphrates River, Shethar-bozenai, and their colleagues came to the Jews and asked,"Who gave you the order to rebuild this temple and finish this structure?"ab 4 They also asked them,"What are the names of the workers ac who are constructing this building?" 5 But God was watchingad over the Jewish elders. These men wouldn't stop them until a report was sent to Darius, so that they could receive written instructions about this matter.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Protection
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				#7 Although as Christ-followers we will sometimes suffer serious persecution and even death, we are to trust God never to leave us or forsake us.

				In God's sovereign plan, He did not allow Israel's enemies to stop the building process. Again, we see divine providence and human responsibility and effort miraculously blending to carry out God's great redemptive plan from Genesis to Revelation.

				While in prison in Rome, the apostle Paul modeled this divine principle. Though he did not know if he would live or die, he knew that God's ultimate plan would be fulfilled. Consequently, he wrote,

				Yes, and I will rejoice because I know this will lead to my deliverance through your prayers and help from the Spirit of Jesus Christ. My eager expectation and hope is that I will not be ashamed about anything, but that now as always, with all boldness, Christ will be highly honored in my body, whether by life or by death. For me, living is Christ and dying is gain. (Php 1:18d-21)  (See Php #4:Eternal Values.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is Paul's example in Philippians, along with that of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in Daniel, so encouraging—especially to Christians who are facing serious persecution and even the prospect of martyrdom? (See Lk 21:16-19.)

				

				

	

The Letter to Darius

				6 This is the text of the letter that Tattenai the governor of the region west of the Euphrates River, Shethar-bozenai, and their colleagues, the officials in the region, sent to King Darius. 7 They sent him a report, written as follows:

				

				To King Darius:

				

				All greetings.

				

				8 Let it be known to the king that we went to the house of the great God in the province of Judah. It is being built with cutae stones, and its beams are being set in the walls. This work is being done diligently and succeeding through the people's efforts. 9 So we questioned the elders and asked,"Who gave you the order to rebuild this temple and finish this structure?"af 10 We also asked them for their names, so that we could write down the names of their leaders for your information.

				

				11 This is the reply they gave us:

				

				We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth and are rebuilding the temple that was built many years ago, which a great king of Israel built and finished. 12 But since our fathers angered the God of heaven, He handed them over to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, the Chaldean, who destroyed this temple and deported the people to Babylon. 13 However, in the first year of Cyrus king of Babylon, he issued a decree to rebuild the house of God. 14 He also took from the temple in Babylon the gold and silver articles of God's house that Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the temple in Jerusalem and carried them to the temple in Babylon. He released them from the temple in Babylon to a man named Sheshbazzar, the governor by the appointment of King Cyrus. 15 Cyrus told him,"Take these articles, put them in the temple in Jerusalem, and let the house of God be rebuilt on its original site." 16 Then this same Sheshbazzar came and laid the foundation of God's house in Jerusalem. It has been under construction from that time until now, yet it has not been completed.

				

				17 So if it pleases the king, let a search of the royal archivesag in Babylon be conducted to see if it is true that a decree was issued by King Cyrus to rebuild the house of God in Jerusalem. Let the king's decision regarding this matter be sent to us.   (Review Ezr #1: Our Sovereign God)

				

	

Darius's Search

				6 King Darius gave the order, and they searched in the library of Babylon in the archives.ah2 But it was in the fortress of Ecbatana in the province of Media that a scroll was found with this record written on it:

				

				3 In the first year of King Cyrus, he issued a decree concerning the house of God in Jerusalem:

				

				Let the house be rebuilt as a place for offering sacrifices, and let its original foundations be retained.ai Its height is to be 90 feetaj and its width 90 feet,ak 4 with three layers of cutal stones and one of timber. The cost is to be paid from the royal treasury. 5 The gold and silver articles of God's house that Nebuchadnezzar took from the temple in Jerusalem and carried to Babylon must also be returned. They are to be brought to the temple in Jerusalem where they belongam and put into the house of God.

				

	

Darius's Decree

				6 Therefore, you must stay away from that place, Tattenai governor of the region west of the Euphrates River, Shethar-bozenai, and youran colleagues, the officials in the region. 7 Leave the construction of the house of God alone. Let the governor and elders of the Jews rebuild this house of God on its original site.

				

				8 I hereby issue a decree concerning what you must do, so that the elders of the Jews can rebuild the house of God:

				

				The cost is to be paid in full to these men out of the royal revenues from the taxes of the region west of the Euphrates River, so that the work will not stop. 9 Whatever is needed — young bulls, rams, and lambs for •burnt offerings to the God of heaven, or wheat, salt, wine, and oil, as requested by the priests in Jerusalem — let it be given to them every day without fail, 10 so that they can offer sacrifices of pleasing aroma to the God of heaven and pray for the life of the king and his sons.

				

				11 I also issue a decree concerning any man who interferes with this directive:

				

				Let a beam be torn from his house and raised up; he will be impaled on it, and his house will be made into a garbage dump because of this offense. 12 May the God who caused His name to dwell there overthrow any king or people who daresao to harm or interfere with this house of God in Jerusalem. I, Darius, have issued the decree. Let it be carried out diligently.

				

				13 Then Tattenai governor of the region west of the Euphrates River, Shethar-bozenai, and their colleagues diligently carried out what King Darius had decreed. 14 So the Jewish elders continued successfully with the building under the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah son of Iddo. They finished the building according to the command of the God of Israel and the decrees of Cyrus, Darius, and King Artaxerxes of Persia. 15 This house was completed on the third day of the month of Adar in the sixth year of the reign of King Darius.

				A Principle to Live By - Satan's Strategies

				#8 We are to trust God and take proactive steps to defeat Satan's evil strategies.

				[image: Getz0457.png]

				Because of serious opposition, it would take 21 years to complete the temple. It finally happened when Darius discovered Cyrus's original proclamation. After a great deal of deception and distortion, apparently orchestrated by Satan himself, God's plan was finally realized. 

				The New Testament clearly teaches that Satan is alive and well and leads a great host of evil spirits in attempting to thwart God's work. Jesus Christ Himself encountered this evil personage (Mt 4:1-11) and said this about him: 

				He was a murderer from the beginning and has not stood in the truth, because there is no 
truth in him. When he tells a lie, he speaks from his own nature, because he is a liar and the father of liars. (Jn 8:44b) 

				This is a great mystery: Though God is indeed sovereign, not only in the affairs of mankind but over all evil forces, He has not yet shackled Satan and restricted him from leading true believers astray. Until that time, He has provided a way to be victorious over sin. We must"resist the devil" and at the same time"draw near to God" (Jms 4:7-8).  (See Jms #10:Humility versus Pride.)

				Reflection and Response

				When we face Satan's attacks, what specific steps can we take to persist in doing what is right in spite of our discouragement?  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				

				

	

Temple Dedication and the Passover

				16 Then the Israelites, including the priests, the Levites, and the rest of the exiles, celebrated the dedication of the house of God with joy. 17 For the dedication of God's house they offered 100 bulls, 200 rams, and 400 lambs, as well as 12 male goats as a •sin offering for all Israel — one for each Israelite tribe. 18 They also appointed the priests by their divisions and the Levites by their groups to the service of God in Jerusalem, according to what is written in the book of Moses.

				19 The exiles observed the •Passover on the fourteenth day of the first month. 20 All of the priests and Levites were ceremonially •clean, because they had purified themselves. They killed the Passover lamb for themselves, their priestly brothers, and all the exiles. 21 The Israelites who had returned from exile ate it, together with all who had separated themselves from the uncleanness of the Gentiles of the landap in order to worship •Yahweh, the God of Israel. 22 They observed the Festival of •Unleavened Bread for seven days with joy, because the Lord had made them joyful, having changed the Assyrian king's attitude toward them, so that he supported themaq in the work on the house of the God of Israel.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Divine Source
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				#9 To please God on a consistent basis, we must be committed to living in God's will as recorded in the Holy Scriptures.

				Once the temple was rebuilt, the children of Israel reinstated their worship practices"according to what is written in the book of Moses" (v. 18). Historically, they had often departed from God's will as clearly outlined in the Pentateuch. The results were devastating, leading to the worst kinds of idolatry and immorality and ultimately to Assyrian and Babylonian captivity.

				As believers today, we have both the Old and the New Testaments—God's complete written revelation. If we are to continue to live in His will and to honor and please Him, we must always consult this wonderful body of divine truth. When we relegate the Scriptures even to a secondary place, we lose our capacity to"discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God" (Rm 12:2). Paul wrote to Timothy,

				All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. (2Tm 3:16-17)  (See 2Tm #8:Standing Firm on Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some disciplines we can develop that will help us become more exposed to the written Word of God?

				

				

	

Ezra's Arrival

				7 After these events, during the reign of King Artaxerxes of Persia, Ezra —

				

				Seraiah's son, Azariah's son,

				Hilkiah's son, 2 Shallum's son,

				Zadok's son, Ahitub's son,

				3 Amariah's son, Azariah's son,

				Meraioth's son, 4 Zerahiah's son,

				Uzzi's son, Bukki's son,

				5 Abishua's son, Phinehas's son,

				Eleazar's son, Aaron the chief priest's son

				

				6 — came up from Babylon. He was a scribe skilled in the law of Moses, which •Yahweh, the God of Israel, had given. The king had granted him everything he requested because the hand of Yahweh his God was on him. 7 Some of the Israelites, priests, Levites, singers, gatekeepers, and temple servants accompanied him to Jerusalem in the seventh year of King Artaxerxes.

				8 Ezra ar came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, during the seventh year of the king. 9 He began the journey from Babylon on the first day of the first month and arrived in Jerusalem on the first day of the fifth month since the gracious hand of his God was on him.10 Now Ezra had determined in his heart to study the law of the Lord, obey it, and teach its statutes and ordinances in Israel.

				A Principle to Live By - Faithful Leadership
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				#10 To experience God's blessing on our ministry to others, we must faithfully study the Holy Scriptures, consistently practice God's principles, and diligently teach these truths to others. 

				Fifty-seven years after the temple was rebuilt, Ezra arrived in Jerusalem with another large company of Israelites. We quickly learn why he was a very successful leader. We are told several times in various ways that"the gracious hand of his God was on him" (v. 9; see also vv. 6,28; 8:18,22,31). God favored Ezra because he made a firm decision"in his heart to study the law of the Lord, obey it, and teach its statutes and ordinances in Israel" (7:10).

				God in His sovereignty at times blessed leaders based purely on His grace. The judges illustrate this reality. God used most of these individuals to deliver Israel out of bondage from their enemies even though they were not qualified to lead the people spiritually.  (See Jdg #9:Spiritual Leadership.)

				When Timothy was still a relatively young spiritual leader helping to establish churches, Paul shared a charge that is very similar to Ezra's experience:

				Command and teach these things. Let no one despise your youth; instead, you should be an example to the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Until I come, give your attention to public reading, exhortation, and teaching. Do not neglect the gift that is in you; it was given to you through prophecy, with the laying on of hands by the council of elders. Practice these things; be committed to them, so that your progress may be evident to all. (1Tm 4:11-15)  (See 1Tm #10:Modeling Godliness.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what way is this Principle to Live By applicable to all Christians within the body of Christ?  (See Col #8:Mutual Instruction.)

				

				

	

Letter from Artaxerxes

				11 This is the text of the letter King Artaxerxes gave to Ezra the priest and scribe, an expert in matters of the Lord's commands and statutes for Israel:

				

				12 Artaxerxes, king of kings, to Ezra the priest, an expert in the law of the God of heaven:

				

				Greetings.

				

				13 I issue a decree that any of the Israelites in my kingdom, including their priests and Levites, who want to go to Jerusalem, may go with you. 14 You are sent by the king and his seven counselors to evaluate Judah and Jerusalem according to the law of your God, which is in your possession. 15 You are also to bring the silver and gold the king and his counselors have willingly given to the God of Israel, whose dwelling is in Jerusalem, 16 and all the silver and gold you receive throughout the province of Babylon, together with the freewill offerings given by the people and the priests to the house of their God in Jerusalem. 17 Then you are to buy with this money as many bulls, rams, and lambs as needed, along with their •grain and •drink offerings, and offer them on the altar at the house of your God in Jerusalem. 18 You may do whatever seems best to you and your brothers with the rest of the silver and gold, according to the will of your God. 19 You must deliver to the God of Jerusalem all the articles given to you for the service of the house of your God. 20 You may use the royal treasury to pay for anything else needed for the house of your God.

				

				21 I, King Artaxerxes, issue a decree to all the treasurers in the region west of the Euphrates River:

				

				Whatever Ezra the priest, an expert in the law of the God of heaven, asks of you must be provided promptly, 22 up to 7,500 poundsas of silver, 500 bushelsat of wheat, 550 gallonsau of wine, 550 gallonsav of oil, and salt without limit.aw 23 Whatever is commanded by the God of heaven must be done diligently for the house of the God of heaven, so that wrath will not fall on the realm of the king and his sons. 24 Be advised that tribute, duty, and land tax must not be imposed on any priests, Levites, singers, doorkeepers, temple servants, or other servants of this house of God.

				

				25 And you, Ezra, according toax God's wisdom that you possess, appoint magistrates and judges to judge all the people in the region west of the Euphrates who know the laws of your God and to teach anyone who does not know them. 26 Anyone who does not keep the law of your God and the law of the king, let a fair judgment be executed against him, whether death, banishment, confiscation of property, or imprisonment.

				

				27 Praise Yahweh the God of our fathers, who has put it into the king's mind to glorify the house of the Lord in Jerusalem,28 and who has shown favor to me before the king, his counselors, and all his powerful officers. So I took courage because I was strengthened by Yahweh my God,ay and I gathered Israelite leaders to return with me.

				A Principle to Live By - Honoring God
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				#11 When God uses us to do His work, we are to glorify Him for His faithfulness to us.

				King Artaxerxes' letter indicates the kind of life Ezra lived while in Babylonian captivity. Though the king did not recognize the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as the only true God, he had great respect for"their God" (v. 16). Obviously, Ezra lived out what he believed, and he won remarkable trust from Artaxerxes. Otherwise, why would Artaxerxes promise him that he could"use the royal treasury to pay for anything else needed" for the temple in Jerusalem (v. 20)? However, Ezra did not take credit for Artaxerxes' positive response. 

				The apostle Paul faithfully practiced this principle in his own life. Even though God used his human abilities to carry out the Great Commission, listen to his words of praise:

				Now to Him who is able to do above and beyond all that we ask or think according to the power that works in us—to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. (Eph 3:20-21) 

				God does use our talents and abilities and diligence. However, without God, we can do nothing.  (See Jos #6:Honoring God.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to take credit for our own accomplishments, even when what we have achieved has happened primarily because someone else believed in us and encouraged us?

				

				

	

Those Returning with Ezra

				8 These are the family leaders and the genealogical records of those who returned with me from Babylon during the reign of King Artaxerxes:

				

				2 Gershom, from Phinehas's descendants;

				Daniel, from Ithamar's descendants;

				Hattush, from David's descendants,

				3 who was of Shecaniah's descendants;

				Zechariah, from Parosh's descendants,

				and 150 menaz with him who were registered by genealogy;

				4 Eliehoenai son of Zerahiah

				from Pahath-moab's descendants,

				and 200 men with him;

				5 Shecaniah ba son of Jahaziel

				from Zattu's descendants,

				and 300 men with him;

				6 Ebed son of Jonathan

				from Adin's descendants,

				and 50 men with him;

				7 Jeshaiah son of Athaliah

				from Elam's descendants,

				and 70 men with him;

				8 Zebadiah son of Michael

				from Shephatiah's descendants,

				and 80 men with him;

				9 Obadiah son of Jehiel

				from Joab's descendants,

				and 218 men with him;

				10 Shelomith bb son of Josiphiah

				from Bani's descendants,

				and 160 men with him;

				11 Zechariah son of Bebai

				from Bebai's descendants,

				and 28 men with him;

				12 Johanan son of Hakkatan

				from Azgad's descendants,

				and 110 men with him;

				13 these are the last ones, from Adonikam's descendants,

				and their names are:

				Eliphelet, Jeuel, and Shemaiah,

				and 60 men with them;

				14 Uthai and Zaccur bc

				from Bigvai's descendants,

				and 70 men with them.

				

				15 I gathered them at the riverbd that flows to Ahava, and we camped there for three days. I searched among the people and priests, but found no Levites there. 16 Then I summoned the leaders: Eliezer, Ariel, Shemaiah, Elnathan, Jarib, Elnathan, Nathan, Zechariah, and Meshullam, as well as the teachers Joiarib and Elnathan. 17 I sent them to Iddo, the leader at Casiphia, with a message forbe him and his brothers, the temple servants at Casiphia, that they should bring us ministers for the house of our God. 18 Since the gracious hand of our God was on us, they brought us Sherebiah — a man of insight from the descendants of Mahli, a descendant of Levi son of Israel — along with his sons and brothers, 18 men, 19 plus Hashabiah, along with Jeshaiah, from the descendants of Merari, and his brothers and their sons, 20 men. 20 There were also 220 of the temple servants, who had been appointed by David and the leaders for the work of the Levites. All were identified by name.

				

	

Preparing to Return

				21 I proclaimed a fast by the Ahava River,bf so that we might humble ourselves before our God and ask Him for a safe journey for us, our children, and all our possessions. 22 I did this because I was ashamed to ask the king for infantry and cavalry to protect us from enemies during the journey, since we had told him,"The hand of our God is gracious to all who seek Him, but His great anger is against all who abandon Him."23 So we fasted and pleaded with our God about this, and He granted our request.

				24 I selected 12 of the leading priests, along with Sherebiah, Hashabiah, and 10 of their brothers. 25 I weighed out to them the silver, the gold, and the articles — the contribution for the house of our God that the king, his counselors, his leaders, and all the Israelites who were present had offered. 26 I weighed out to them 24 tonsbg of silver, silver articles weighing 7,500 pounds,bh 7,500 poundsbi of gold, 27 20 gold bowls worth 1,000 gold coins,bj and two articles of fine gleaming bronze, as valuable as gold. 28 Then I said to them,"You are holy to the Lord, and the articles are holy. The silver and gold are a freewill offering to the Lord God of your fathers. 29 Guard them carefully until you weigh them out in the chambers of the Lord's house before the leading priests, Levites, and heads of the Israelite families in Jerusalem." 30 So the priests and Levites took charge of the silver, the gold, and the articles that had been weighed out, to bring them to the house of our God in Jerusalem.

				

	

Arrival in Jerusalem

				31 We set out from the Ahava Riverbk on the twelfth day of the first month to go to Jerusalem. We were strengthened by our God,bl and He protected us from the power of the enemy and from ambush along the way. 

				A Principle to Live By - Living What We Profess

				[image: Getz0461.png]

				#12 In our witness to unbelievers, we are to live consistent Christian lives.

				Ezra had made King Artaxerxes understand that"God is gracious to all who seek Him, but His great anger is against all who abandon Him" (v. 22). Consequently, he didn't want to do anything to be a stumbling block to Artaxerxes. In fact, he was embarrassed to ask the king for a military escort to protect his group—with their families, all their worldly possessions, and literally tons of gold and silver—from bandits and thieves. Instead, they prayed for protection (v. 23), and God granted it (v. 31). 

				It's certainly not wrong to seek protection from those who can give it, including unbelievers. However, Ezra's example teaches us that we should do all we can to avoid being a stumbling block to anyone—Christians or non-Christians. Paul made this very clear:

				

				Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for God's glory. Give no offense to the Jews or the Greeks or the church of God, just as I also try to please all people in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of many, so that they may be saved. (1Co 10:31-33)  (See 1Sm #20:Modeling Godly Character.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the specific things we should do or not do to practice this principle, both corporately as a body of Christians and personally?

				

				32 So we arrived at Jerusalem and rested there for three days. 33 On the fourth day the silver, the gold, and the articles were weighed out in the house of our God into the care of Meremoth the priest, son of Uriah. Eleazar son of Phinehas was with him. The Levites Jozabad son of Jeshua and Noadiah son of Binnui were also with them. 34 Everything was verified by number and weight, and the total weight was recorded at that time.

				35 The exiles who had returned from the captivity offered •burnt offerings to the God of Israel: 12 bulls for all Israel, 96 rams, and 77 lambs, along with 12 male goats as a •sin offering. All this was a burnt offering for the Lord. 36 They also delivered the king's edicts to the royal satraps and governors of the region west of the Euphrates, so that they would support the people and the house of God.

				

	

Israel's Intermarriage with Pagans

				9 After these things had been done, the leaders approached me and said:"The people of Israel, the priests, and the Levites have not separated themselves from the surrounding peoples whose detestable practices are like those of the Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Jebusites, Ammonites, Moabites, Egyptians, and Amorites.2 Indeed, the Israelite menbm have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and their sons, so that the holy •seed has become mixed with the surrounding peoples. The leadersbn and officials have taken the lead in this unfaithfulness!"3 When I heard this report, I tore my tunic and robe, pulled out some of the hair from my head and beard, and sat down devastated.

				

	

Ezra's Confession

				4 Everyone who trembled at the words of the God of Israel gathered around me, because of the unfaithfulness of the exiles, while I sat devastated until the evening offering. 5 At the evening offering, I got up from my humiliation, with my tunic and robe torn. Then I fell on my knees and spread out my hands to •Yahweh my God. 6 And I said:

				

				My God, I am ashamed and embarrassed to lift my face toward You, my God, because our iniquities are higher than our heads and our •guilt is as high as the heavens. 7 Our guilt has been terrible from the days of our fathers until the present. Because of our iniquities we have been handed over, along with our kings and priests, to the surrounding kings, and to the sword, captivity, plundering, and open shame, as it is today. 8 But now, for a brief moment, grace has come from Yahweh our God to preserve a remnant for us and give us a stake in His holy place. Even in our slavery, God has given us new life and light to our eyes.9 Though we are slaves, our God has not abandoned us in our slavery. He has extended grace to us in the presence of the Persian kings, giving us new life, so that we can rebuild the house of our God and repair its ruins, to give us a wall in Judah and Jerusalem.

				

				A Principle to Live By - God's Grace
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				#13 When we experience God's mercy, we should respond to His grace by accepting His free gift of salvation and then living godly lives.

				Nearly 60 years had passed since the temple had been rebuilt. During that time, many of the people who had returned from captivity had become like the sinful people around them. How could the Israelites take advantage of God's grace in this way? After all, it was these sinful practices that caused their deportation in the first place! And it was God's grace that made it possible to return to Jerusalem (vv. 8-9).

				Israel's ungrateful behavior helps us understand what the New Testament teaches about grace and how we are to respond to that grace. Though God's laws certainly teach us about His holy nature, we are not to be motivated to live righteously only because of God's laws, but primarily because of His grace in saving us from the penalty of violating those laws. 

				Paul captured the meaning of this principle when he wrote,

				

				For the grace of God has appeared with salvation for all people, instructing us to deny godlessness and worldly lusts and to live in a sensible, righteous, and godly way in the present age, while we wait for the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He gave Himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to cleanse for Himself a people for His own possession, eager to do good works. (Ti 2:11-14)  (See Ti #6:Motivated by God's Grace.)

				Reflection and Response

				While as Christians we are not living under the Mosaic law but under God's grace, how can we avoid using His grace as a license to violate His will?  (See Rm #10:Our New Life in Christ.)

				

				10 Now, our God, what can we say in light ofbo this? For we have abandoned the commands 11 You gave through Your servants the prophets, saying:"The land you are entering to possess is an impure land. The surrounding peoples have filled it from end to end with their uncleanness by their impurity and detestable practices. 12 So do not give your daughters to their sons in marriage or take their daughters for your sons. Never seek their peace or prosperity, so that you will be strong, eat the good things of the land, and leave it as an inheritance to your sons forever." 13 After all that has happened to us because of our evil deeds and terrible guilt — though You, our God, have punished us less than our sins deserve and have allowed us to survivebp — 14 should we break Your commands again and intermarry with the peoples who commit these detestable practices? Wouldn't You become so angry with us that You would destroy us, leaving no survivors? 15 Lord God of Israel, You are righteous, for we survive as a remnant today. Here we are before You with our guilt, though no one can stand in Your presence because of this.

				

	

Sending Away Foreign Wives

				10 While Ezra prayed and confessed, weeping and falling facedown before the house of God, an extremely large assembly of Israelite men, women, and children gathered around him. The people also wept bitterly.2 Then Shecaniah son of Jehiel, an Elamite, responded to Ezra:"We have been unfaithful to our God by marrying foreign women from the surrounding peoples, but there is still hope for Israel in spite of this. 3 Let us therefore make a covenant before our God to send away all the foreign wives and their children, according to the counsel of my lord and of those who tremble at the command of our God. Let it be done according to the law. 4 Get up, for this matter is your responsibility, and we support you. Be strong and take action!"

				5 Then Ezra got up and made the leading priests, Levites, and all Israel take an oath to do what had been said; so they took the oath. 6 Ezra then went from the house of God and walked to the chamber of Jehohanan son of Eliashib, where he spent the night. bq He did not eat food or drink water, because he was mourning over the unfaithfulness of the exiles.

				7 They circulated a proclamation throughout Judah and Jerusalem that all the exiles should gather at Jerusalem. 8 Whoever did not come within three days would forfeit all his possessions,br according to the decision of the leaders and elders, and would be excluded from the assembly of the exiles.

				9 So all the men of Judah and Benjamin gathered in Jerusalem within the three days. On the twentieth day of the ninth month, all the people sat in the square at the house of God, trembling because of this matter and because of the heavy rain. 10 Then Ezra the priest stood up and said to them,"You have been unfaithful by marrying foreign women, adding to Israel's •guilt. 11 Therefore, make a confession to •Yahweh the God of your fathers and do His will. Separate yourselves from the surrounding peoples and your foreign wives."

				12 Then all the assembly responded with a loud voice:"Yes, we will do as you say! 13 But there are many people, and it is the rainy season. We don't have the stamina to stay out in the open. This isn't something that can be done in a day or two, for we have rebelled terribly in this matter. 14 Let our leaders represent the entire assembly. Then let all those in our towns who have married foreign women come at appointed times, together with the elders and judges of each town, in order to avert the fierce anger of our God concerning bs this matter." 15 Only Jonathan son of Asahel and Jahzeiah son of Tikvah opposed this, with Meshullam and Shabbethai the Levite supporting them.

				16 The exiles did what had been proposed. Ezra the priest selected men bt who were family leaders, all identified by name, to representbu their ancestral houses. They convened on the first day of the tenth month to investigate the matter, 17 and by the first day of the first month they had dealt with all the men who had married foreign women.

				A Principle to Live By - True Repentance
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				#14 If we are violating God's will, we should confess our sins and once again walk in fellowship with God and one another.

				The primary reason many of those who returned from captivity were engaging in the sinful activities practiced by their pagan neighbors was that they had married pagan women. This had been the downfall of Solomon centuries earlier (1Kg 11:1-4).  (See 1Kg #13:Moral Compromise.)  Ezra's humility and sadness before God led many in Israel to realize how ungrateful and sinful they had become. They repented and decided on a plan to separate themselves from these pagan influences. 

				This episode in Israel's history certainly does not give a Christian the grounds to divorce because his or her spouse is an unbeliever. Rather, we are to love the unbeliever more, trusting that he or she may respond to God's grace (1Pt 3:1-6). However, should the unbelieving spouse decide to leave the marriage, we must accept that reality and move forward in our lives (1Co 7:15).  (See 1Co #16:Mixed Marriages.)

				One lesson this event does teach us is that if we are still single, we should not marry an unbeliever. But the larger principle calls on us to turn from practices that are out of the will of God. Paul summarized this great truth:

				So if you have been raised with the Messiah, seek what is above, where the Messiah is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on what is above, not on what is on the earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with the Messiah in God. (Col 3:1-3)  (See Col #7:Reflecting Our Position in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it often difficult, even for believers, to let go of worldly things and"put on the new self. . . . being renewed in knowledge according to the image of your Creator"? (See Col 3:1-10; see also Eph 4:17-32.)

				

				

	

Those Married to Foreign Wives

				18 The following were found to have married foreign women from the descendants of the priests:

				

				from the descendants of Jeshua son of Jozadak and his brothers: Maaseiah, Eliezer, Jarib, and Gedaliah. 19 They pledgedbv to send their wives away, and being guilty, they offered a ram from the flock for their guilt;

				

				20 Hanani and Zebadiah from Immer's descendants;

				21 Maaseiah, Elijah, Shemaiah, Jehiel, and Uzziah from Harim's descendants;

				22 Elioenai, Maaseiah, Ishmael, Nethanel, Jozabad, and Elasah from Pashhur's descendants.

				

				23 The Levites:

				

				Jozabad, Shimei, Kelaiah (that is Kelita), Pethahiah, Judah, and Eliezer.

				

				24 The singers:

				

				Eliashib.

				

				

				The gatekeepers:

				

				Shallum, Telem, and Uri.

				

				25 The Israelites:

				

				Parosh's descendants: Ramiah, Izziah, Malchijah, Mijamin, Eleazar, Malchijah, bw and Benaiah;

				26 Elam's descendants: Mattaniah, Zechariah, Jehiel, Abdi, Jeremoth, and Elijah;

				27 Zattu's descendants: Elioenai, Eliashib, Mattaniah, Jeremoth, Zabad, and Aziza;

				28 Bebai's descendants: Jehohanan, Hananiah, Zabbai, and Athlai;

				29 Bani's descendants: Meshullam, Malluch, Adaiah, Jashub, Sheal, and Jeremoth;

				30 Pahath-moab's descendants: Adna, Chelal, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattaniah, Bezalel, Binnui, and Manasseh;

				31 Harim's descendants: Eliezer, Isshijah, Malchijah, Shemaiah, Shimeon, 32 Benjamin, Malluch, and Shemariah;

				33 Hashum's descendants: Mattenai, Mattattah, Zabad, Eliphelet, Jeremai, Manasseh, and Shimei;

				

				34 Bani's descendants: Maadai, Amram, Uel, 35 Benaiah, Bedeiah, Cheluhi, 36 Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib, 37 Mattaniah, Mattenai, Jaasu, 38 Bani, Binnui, Shimei, 39 Shelemiah, Nathan, Adaiah, 40 Machnadebai, Shashai, Sharai, 41 Azarel, Shelemiah, Shemariah, 42 Shallum, Amariah, and Joseph;

				

				43 Nebo's descendants: Jeiel, Mattithiah, Zabad, Zebina, Jaddai, Joel, and Benaiah.

				

				44 All of these had married foreign women, and some of the wives had given birth to children.
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						bb8:10 Some LXX mss, 1 Esdras 8:36; MT reads the descendants of Shelomith

					

					
						bc8:14 Alt Hb tradition, some LXX mss read Zabud

					

					
						bd8:15 Or canal

					

					
						be8:17 Lit Casiphia, and I put in their mouth the words to speak to

					

					
						bf8:21 Or Canal

					

					
						bg8:26 Lit 650 talents

					

					
						bh8:26 Lit 100 talents

					

					
						bi8:26 Lit 100 talents

					

					
						bj8:27 Or 1,000 drachmas, or 1,000 darics

					

					
						bk8:31 Or Canal

					

					
						bl8:31 Lit The hand of our God was on us

					

					
						bm9:2 Lit they

					

					
						bn9:2 Lit hand of the leaders

					

					
						bo9:10 Lit say after

					

					
						bp9:13 Lit and gave us a remnant like this

					

					
						bq10:6 1 Esdras 9:2, Syr; MT, Vg read he went

					

					
						br10:8 Lit would •set apart all his possessions for destruction

					

					
						bs10:14 Some Hb mss, LXX, Vg; other Hb mss read until

					

					
						bt10:16 1 Esdras 9:16, Syr; MT, Vg read priest and men were selected

					

					
						bu10:16 Lit name, for

					

					
						bv10:19 Lit gave their hand

					

					
						bw10:25 Some LXX mss, 1 Esdras 9:26 read Hashabiah

					

				

			

	

				Nehemiah

				Author: Unknown or the"chronicler"

				Date of events: 445–430 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				Nehemiah, who had been taken into Babylonian captivity, eventually became a cupbearer for Persia's King Artaxerxes. When he heard about the deplorable conditions in Judah, he wept and prayed. Later, when reporting to his fellow Jews how the king granted him approval, support, and leave to rebuild the wall, Nehemiah told them that the gracious hand of God had been on him.

				Nehemiah teaches us principles of gratitude

				

				

				When Nehemiah and the Jews set out to rebuild the wall, the leaders of the nations around them made several attempts to stop them. Consequently, Nehemiah prayed and led the people in prayer, but he also made ingenious plans to counter the resistance and motivated the people by example. God answered these prayers and honored their human efforts by granting the Jews remarkable success: the enemies' plans were thwarted, and they rebuilt the entire wall in only 52 days! The people celebrated, giving God the glory.

				Nehemiah teaches us principles of balancing the human and the divine

				

				

				When the physical work was finished, Nehemiah turned his attention to the spiritual condition of the people in Judah. He and Ezra initiated the public reading and teaching of Scripture. When the people understood God's instruction, they realized they had been neglecting their obligations for many years. They immediately began to observe the prescribed festivals, confessed their corporate and individual sins, and vowed to be faithful to God's commands. Several years later, when Nehemiah returned and found that they had reneged on their vows, he vehemently confronted them and called them back to obedience.

				Nehemiah teaches us principles of obedience

				

				

				When Nehemiah heard bad news, he prayed and mourned. When he was in a potentially dangerous situation, he prayed and acted. When he was threatened, he prayed and kept watch. When he faced a monumental task, he prayed and went to work.

				Nehemiah teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in Nehemiah

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-4

							
								
								#1: Intense Prayer

							
								
								When we are in the midst of agonizing circumstances that seem hopeless, we should freely share our painful thoughts and feelings with God.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:5-11

							
								
								#2: A Model Prayer

							
								
								We should use Nehemiah's model prayer to seek God's help when we face unusual challenges in doing God's work.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								2:1-8

							
								
								#3: Balancing the Divine and Human

							
								
								When we are praying and asking God for help, we should also use our own talents and abilities to be a part of the answer to our prayers.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:11-20

							
								
								#4: Planning Ahead

							
								
								In attempting to carry out a difficult task, we should not only ask for God's help, but also carefully and diligently plan ahead.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								3:1-32

							
								
								#5: Strategic Planning

							
								
								We should remember that people are the most important aspect of any strategic plan.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								4:1-6

							
								
								#6: Overcoming 
Opposition

							
								
								When we are successful in doing God's work, we should expect opposition and take steps to defeat Satan.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								4:7-14

							
								
								#7: Courageous 
Leadership

							
								
								When facing serious satanic attacks, as spiritual leaders we should assess the situation and challenge God's people to be strong in the Lord.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								4:15-23

							
								
								#8: The Power of Unity

							
								
								In our battle against Satan, we are to do all we can to create a spirit of unity and oneness among God's people.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								5:1-13

							
								
								#9: Internal Conflicts

							
								
								Spiritual leaders should always be concerned about internal conflicts and confront the issues appropriately.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								5:14-19

							
								
								#10: Leading by Example

							
								
								When we confront inappropriate behavior, we are to model what we're asking others to do.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								6:1-14

							
								
								#11: Handling Enemy Attacks

							
								
								When experiencing personal attacks, we are to trust God, not allowing fear to cloud our perceptions. 

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								6:15–7:3

							
								
								#12: Effective 
Delegation

							
								
								When we delegate responsibilities, we are to select individuals who have both a strong relationship with God and a high level of integrity with people.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								8:1-6

							
								
								#13: Reverence and Response

							
								
								When we are exposed to the message of the Word of God, we should always respond with a worshipful attitude followed by obedience.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								8:7-12

							
								
								#14: Communicating Clearly

							
								
								When we bring the message of the Scriptures to others, we are to help them understand what God is saying.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								8:13-18

							
								
								#15: Obeying God's Word

							
								
								When we clearly understand God's will for our lives, we are to draw on His strength and make every effort to do what He has said.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								9:1–10:29

							
								
								#16: Confession and Repentance

							
								
								When we discover specific areas in our lives that are out of harmony with God's will, we should confess our sins and respond with repentant hearts.

							
								
								16

							
						

						
								
								12:27-43

							
								
								#17: Consistent 
Celebrations

							
								
								We are to regularly praise God and manifest His glory as we continually dedicate our lives to serving God and one another. 

							
								
								17

							
						

						
								
								12:44-47

							
								
								#18: A Reciprocal Ministry

							
								
								As God's people, we are to care for the financial needs of those who minister to us spiritually.

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								13:1-31

							
								
								#19: Confronting Carnal Leaders

							
								
								Spiritual leaders are to courageously confront sinful behavior when fellow leaders are causing God's people to stumble.

							
								
								19

							
						

					
				

			

			

			

				Nehemiah

				1 The words of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah:

				

				

				

				

	

News from Jerusalem

				During the month of Chislev in the twentieth year, when I was in the fortress city of Susa, 2 Hanani, one of my brothers, arrived with men from Judah, and I questioned them about Jerusalem and the Jewish remnant that had survived the exile. 3 They said to me,"The remnant in the province, who survived the exile, are in great trouble and disgrace. Jerusalem's wall has been broken down, and its gates have been burned down."

				

	

Nehemiah's Prayer

				4 When I heard these words, I sat down and wept. I mourned for a number of days, fasting and praying before the God of heaven. 

				A Principle to Live By - Intense Prayer

				[image: Getz0464.png]

				#1 When we are in the midst of agonizing circumstances that seem hopeless, we should freely share our painful thoughts and feelings with God.

				Nehemiah received a report that Jerusalem's walls were a shambles, making all the inhabitants vulnerable to attacks from their enemies. Nehemiah was devastated. His only viable recourse was to share this horrific burden with God. Furthermore, he was unrelenting in his prayers as he wept and fasted.  (See Ps #122:Scripturally Oriented Prayers.)

				Throughout the New Testament, we're encouraged to pray and seek God's help on a consistent basis. Paul exhorted the Thessalonians to"pray constantly" (1Th 5:17), and urged the Philippians not to"worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving," to let their"requests be made known to God" (Php 4:6).  (See Php #11:Standing Firm.)

				However, we are encouraged to pray more earnestly when we face difficult circumstances that seem beyond our control. Jesus taught us this truth with a parable of the unjust judge and the poor widow. The judge was a man who didn't"fear God or respect man" (Lk 18:4-7). However, he eventually responded to this widow's request for help, primarily because she kept bothering him. Jesus' point was this: If a pagan magistrate would listen to a poor widow, how much more would God—who is a just judge—respond to those"who cry out to Him day and night" (Lk 18:7)?  (See Lk #39:Persistent Prayer.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though prayer should be a pervasive part of our lives, what are some of the more difficult events in our lives when we should seek God's help more earnestly?

				

				5 I said,

				

				•Yahweh, the God of heaven, the great and awe-inspiring God who keeps His gracious covenant with those who love Him and keep His commands, 6 let Your eyes be open and Your ears be attentive to hear Your servant's prayer that I now pray to You day and night for Your servants, the Israelites. I confess the sinsa we have committed against You. Both I and my father's house have sinned. 7 We have acted corruptly toward You and have not kept the commands, statutes, and ordinances You gave Your servant Moses. 8 Please remember what You commanded Your servant Moses:"If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the peoples.9 But if you return to Me and carefully observe My commands, even though your exiles were banished to the ends of the earth,b I will gather them from there and bring them to the place where I chose to have My name dwell." 10 They are Your servants and Your people. You redeemed them by Your great power and strong hand. 11 Please, Lord, let Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant and to that of Your servants who delight to revere Your name. Give Your servant success today, and have compassion on him in the presence of this man.

				

				At the time, I was the king's cupbearer.

				A Principle to Live By - A Model Prayer

				[image: Getz0465.png]

				#2 We should use Nehemiah's model prayer to seek God's help when we face unusual challenges in doing God's work. 

				When Nehemiah faced what seemed to be an insurmountable challenge in helping the Jews rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, his prayer involved four important steps:

				1.	Acknowledging God's greatness (v. 5a).

				2.	Reminding God of His promises (vv. 5b,8-10).

				3.	Confessing his sins and the sins of his people (v. 6).

				4.	Being specific in his requests (v. 11).

				While Daniel was in Babylonian captivity, he read the prophecies in Jeremiah. He discovered that the children of Israel would be in captivity for 70 years, prompting him to seek God"by prayer and petitions, with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes" (Dn 9:1-3). He included these identical elements in his prayer.  (See Dn #12:A Model Prayer.)

				When Jesus taught His disciples to pray, He also incorporated all of these elements into a very simple but powerful prayer, framed by acknowledging God's greatness (Mt 6:9-13). Jesus included the essence of the same prayer process used by Nehemiah and Daniel:

				

				
					
						
								
								Element of Prayer

							
								
								The Lord's Prayer

							
						

						
								
								God's Greatness

							
								
								Our Father in heaven, Your name be honored as holy. 

							
						

						
								
								God's Promises

							
								
								Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

							
						

						
								
								Specific Request

							
								
								Give us today our daily bread. 

							
						

						
								
								Confession

							
								
								And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

							
						

						
								
								Specific Request

							
								
								And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. 

							
						

						
								
								God's Greatness

							
								
								For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

							
						

					
				

				

				Reflection and Response

				Which of the four elements of the model prayer do we tend to leave out?

				

				

	

Nehemiah Sent to Jerusalem

				2 During the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was set before him, I took the wine and gave it to the king. I had never been sad in his presence, 2 so the king said to me,"Why are youc sad, when you aren't sick? This is nothing but depression."d

				I was overwhelmed with fear 3 and replied to the king,"May the king live forever! Why should Ie not be sad when the city where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins and its gates have been destroyed by fire?"

				4 Then the king asked me,"What is your request?"

				So I prayed to the God of heaven5 and answered the king,"If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor with you, send me to Judah and to the city where my ancestors are buried,f so that I may rebuild it."

				

				6 The king, with the queen seated beside him, asked me,"How long will your journey take, and when will you return?" So I gave him a definite time, and it pleased the king to send me.

				7 I also said to the king:"If it pleases the king, let me have letters written to the governors of the region west of the Euphrates River, so that they will grant me safe passage until I reach Judah.8 And let me have a letter written to Asaph, keeper of the king's forest, so that he will give me timber to rebuild the gates of the temple's fortress, the city wall, and the home where I will live."g The king granted my requests, for I was graciously strengthened by my God.h

				A Principle to Live By - Balancing the Divine and Human
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				#3 When we are praying and asking God for help, we should also use our own talents and abilities to be a part of the answer to our prayers. 

				Since it was against Persian law for a servant to ever show sadness in the king's presence, Nehemiah was frightened regarding what might happen. However, Artaxerxes responded positively and asked what he could do to help. Nehemiah breathed a quick prayer for wisdom, and at that moment, it's clear that he had not only been fasting and praying but also preparing himself for this opportunity (v. 4). 

				First, Nehemiah used great wisdom in not mentioning Jerusalem by name, knowing it may have embarrassed Artaxerxes since he had issued a letter years before to stop the building process (Ezr 4:6-23). 

				Second, Nehemiah was prepared to ask for two things that, from a human perspective, were absolutely essential to enable him to return to Jerusalem. He needed letters of permission from the king to be able to cross various borders, and he needed access to the king's forest. Nehemiah was so well prepared that he actually knew the name of the man who was in charge of the forest (Neh 2:8). 

				These events indicate a beautiful balance between seeking God's divine help and being prepared to walk through the door of opportunity if it opens. Nehemiah honored God for this answer to prayer when he said,"The king granted my requests, for I was graciously strengthened by my God" (v. 8).  (See Gn #49:The Human and Divine.)

				Balancing divine and human factors is a mystery that unfolds throughout Scripture. Try as we may, we cannot comprehend or explain this marvelous truth and reality. On the one hand, we must seek God's help. On the other hand, we must do all we can within scriptural guidelines to successfully carry out God's purposes in this world. 

				Paul practiced this principle throughout his ministry. For example, when he and his fellow missionaries had to leave Thessalonica because of persecution, he not only prayed that these new believers would stand firm in their faith (1Th 1:2), but he"made every effort to return" (1Th 2:17). When that failed, he sent Timothy to encourage them in their faith (1Th 3:2). Though Paul believed in God's sovereign control in the lives of believers, he did all he could to help them grow and mature.  (See Is #12:Sovereignty and Free Will.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we avoid going to one extreme or another when it comes to relying on God and fulfilling our human responsibility?  (See Lk #21:Worship and Service.)

				

				9 I went to the governors of the region west of the Euphrates and gave them the king's letters. The king had also sent officers of the infantry and cavalry with me. 10 When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard that someone had come to seek the well-being of the Israelites, they were greatly displeased.

				

	

Preparing to Rebuild the Walls

				11 After I arrived in Jerusalem and had been there three days,12 I got up at night and took a few men with me. I didn't tell anyone what my God had laid on my heart to do for Jerusalem. The only animal I tooki was the one I was riding. 13 I went out at night through the Valley Gate toward the Serpent'sj Well and the Dung Gate, and I inspected the walls of Jerusalem that had been broken down and its gates that had been destroyed by fire.14 I went on to the Fountain Gate and the King's Pool, but farther down it became too narrow for my animal to go through. 15 So I went up at night by way of the valley and inspected the wall. Then heading back, I entered through the Valley Gate and returned. 16 The officials did not know where I had gone or what I was doing, for I had not yet told the Jews, priests, nobles, officials, or the rest of those who would be doing the work. 17 So I said to them,"You see the trouble we are in. Jerusalem lies in ruins and its gates have been burned down. Come, let's rebuild Jerusalem's wall, so that we will no longer be a disgrace." 18 I told them how the gracious hand of my God had been on me, and what the king had said to me.

				They said,"Let's start rebuilding," and they were encouragedk to do this good work.

				19 When Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official, and Geshem the Arab heard about this, they mocked and despised us, and said,"What is this you're doing? Are you rebelling against the king?"

				20 I gave them this reply,"The God of heaven is the One who will grant us success. We, His servants, will start building, but you have no share, right, or historic claim in Jerusalem."

				A Principle to Live By - Planning Ahead
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				#4 In attempting to carry out a difficult task, we should not only ask for God's help, but also carefully and diligently plan ahead.

				When Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem, he decided to assess the damage before he revealed why he was there. He knew he needed to develop a specific plan to reconstruct the walls while facing what appeared to be insurmountable odds. It was this astute plan, plus his testimony regarding the way God had indisputably answered his personal prayers, that caused the people to respond enthusiastically (v. 18).

				When Jesus was teaching people to be involved in building His kingdom, He often used human illustrations. In one parable, He used cost analysis to illustrate the importance of careful planning before we make decisions. Though He was making a spiritual point regarding being a dedicated disciple, He also demonstrated how important planning is. He said,

				For which of you, wanting to build a tower, doesn't first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, after he has laid the foundation and cannot finish it, all the onlookers will begin to make fun of him, saying,"This man started to build and wasn't able to finish." (Lk 14:28-30) 

				Nehemiah came to Jerusalem with one purpose in mind—to rebuild the walls. He didn't want to fail, nor did he want God's people to be a laughingstock. Consequently, he blended prayer and trust in God with diligent human effort.  (See Hg #3:The Human and Divine.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to blend prayer and planning in various situations?

				

				

	

Rebuilding the Walls

				3 Eliashib the high priest and his fellow priests began rebuilding the Sheep Gate. They dedicated it and installed its doors. After building the wall to the Tower of the Hundred and the Tower of Hananel, they dedicated it. 2 The men of Jericho built next to Eliashib, and next to them Zaccur son of Imri built.

				

	

Fish Gate

				3 The sons of Hassenaah built the Fish Gate. They built it with beams and installed its doors, bolts, and bars. 4 Next to them Meremoth son of Uriah, son of Hakkoz, made repairs. Beside them Meshullam son of Berechiah, son of Meshezabel, made repairs. Next to them Zadok son of Baana made repairs. 5 Beside them the Tekoites made repairs, but their nobles did not lift a finger to helpl their supervisors.

				

	

Old Gate, Broad Wall, and Tower of the Ovens

				6 Joiada son of Paseah and Meshullam son of Besodeiah repaired the Oldm Gate. They built it with beams and installed its doors, bolts, and bars. 7 Next to them the repairs were done by Melatiah the Gibeonite, Jadon the Meronothite, and the men of Gibeon and Mizpah, who were under the authorityn of the governor of the region west of the Euphrates River. 8 After him Uzziel son of Harhaiah, the goldsmith, made repairs, and next to him Hananiah son of the perfumer made repairs. They restored Jerusalem as far as the Broad Wall.

				9 Next to them Rephaiah son of Hur, ruler over half the district of Jerusalem, made repairs. 10 After them Jedaiah son of Harumaph made repairs across from his house. Next to him Hattush the son of Hashabneiah made repairs. 11 Malchijah son of Harim and Hasshub son of Pahath-moab made repairs to another section, as well as to the Tower of the Ovens. 12 Beside him Shallum son of Hallohesh, ruler over half the district of Jerusalem, made repairs — he and his daughters.

				

	

Valley Gate, Dung Gate, and Fountain Gate

				13 Hanun and the inhabitants of Zanoah repaired the Valley Gate. They rebuilt it and installed its doors, bolts, and bars, and repaired 500 yardso of the wall to the Dung Gate. 14 Malchijah son of Rechab, ruler over the district of Beth-haccherem, repaired the Dung Gate. He rebuilt it and installed its doors, bolts, and bars.

				15 Shallun p son of Col-hozeh, ruler over the district of Mizpah, repaired the Fountain Gate. He rebuilt it and roofed it. Then he installed its doors, bolts, and bars. He also made repairs to the wall of the Pool of Shelah near the king's garden, as far as the stairs that descend from the city of David.

				16 After him Nehemiah son of Azbuk, ruler over half the district of Beth-zur, made repairs up to a point opposite the tombs of David, as far as the artificial pool and the House of the Warriors. 17 Next to him the Levites made repairs under Rehum son of Bani. Beside him Hashabiah, ruler over half the district of Keilah, made repairs for his district. 18 After him their fellow Levites made repairs under Binnui q son of Henadad, ruler over half the district of Keilah. 19 Next to him Ezer son of Jeshua, ruler over Mizpah, made repairs to another section opposite the ascent to the armory at the Angle.

				

	

The Angle, Water Gate, and Tower 
on the Ophel

				20 After him Baruch son of Zabbai r diligently repaired another section, from the Angle to the door of the house of Eliashib the high priest. 21 Beside him Meremoth son of Uriah, son of Hakkoz, made repairs to another section, from the door of Eliashib's house to the end of his house. 22 And next to him the priests from the surrounding area made repairs.

				23 After them Benjamin and Hasshub made repairs opposite their house. Beside them Azariah son of Maaseiah, son of Ananiah, made repairs beside his house. 24 After him Binnui son of Henadad made repairs to another section, from the house of Azariah to the Angle and the corner. 25 Palal son of Uzai made repairs opposite the Angle and tower that juts out from the upper palaces of the king, by the courtyard of the guard. Beside him Pedaiah son of Parosh, 26 and the temple servants living on Ophel made repairs opposite the Water Gate toward the east and the tower that juts out. 27 Next to him the Tekoites made repairs to another section from a point opposite the great tower that juts out, as far as the wall of Ophel.

				

	

Horse Gate, Inspection Gate, and Sheep Gate

				28 Each of the priests made repairs above the Horse Gate, each opposite his own house. 29 After them Zadok son of Immer made repairs opposite his house. And beside him Shemaiah son of Shecaniah, guard of the East Gate, made repairs. 30 Next to him Hananiah son of Shelemiah and Hanun the sixth son of Zalaph made repairs to another section.

				After them Meshullam son of Berechiah made repairs opposite his room. 31 Next to him Malchijah, one of the goldsmiths, made repairs to the house of the temple servants and the merchants, opposite the Inspectiont Gate, and as far as the upper room of the corner. 32 The goldsmiths and merchants made repairs between the upper room of the corner and the Sheep Gate.

				A Principle to Live By - Strategic Planning
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				#5 We should remember that people are the most important aspect of any strategic plan.

				Nehemiah had a phenomenal ability to coordinate people—to get everyone involved. This didn't just happen. It reflects a lot of careful, behind-the-scenes planning. For example, reread chapter 3 and underscore every time you see phrases like"next to them,"beside them,"after him,"next to him," etc. You'll find such references nearly 30 times, and specific names of individuals over 70 times.

				This was not some spontaneous movement of God's Spirit that suddenly put every man and woman in a particular place around the wall. Rather, Nehemiah probably spent many hours doing careful research, analyzing the data, and putting it all together. A careful study of this plan in chapter 3 also reveals why it was so effective:

				
						People were assigned to sections of the wall near their homes so that if threatened, they would be more personally involved and more highly motivated to continue building.

						People were assigned so they wouldn't have to travel to other parts of the city to do the job, wasting valuable time.

				

				This Old Testament scenario is a preliminary picture of a Holy Spirit-inspired and coordinated plan yet to come. Jesus Christ designed the church so that every believer is to be involved. To make this point, Paul used the human body to illustrate what he called the body of Christ:

				Now as we have many parts in one body, and all the parts do not have the same function, in the same way we who are many are one body in Christ and individually members of one another. (Rm 12:4-5)  (See Ac #39:Relationships with One Another.)

				Though the Holy Spirit is directly involved in placing us in the body of Christ and gifting us to serve, we do not automatically function as God intended. All Christians need to be taught and encouraged to do their part in building up the body of Jesus Christ. We need specific assignments that relate to our own unique, God-created design as well as our personal interests. 

				Reflection and Response

				How should knowing Christ personally cause each of us to serve others in the body of Christ with greater altruistic motivation than those who lived under the old covenant?  (See Php #5:Mutual Support.)

				

				

	

Progress in Spite of Opposition

				4uWhen Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became furious. He mocked the Jews2 before his colleagues and the powerful menv of Samaria, and said,"What are these pathetic Jews doing? Can they restore it by themselves? Will they offer sacrifices? Will they ever finish it? Can they bring these burnt stones back to life from the mounds of rubble?"3 Then Tobiah the Ammonite, who was beside him, said,"Indeed, even if a fox climbed up what they are building, he would break down their stone wall!"

				4 Listen, our God, for we are despised. Make their insults return on their own heads and let them be taken as plunder to a land of captivity. 5 Do not cover their •guilt or let their sin be erased from Your sight, because they have provokedw the builders.

				6 So we rebuilt the wall until the entire wall was joined together up to half its height, for the people had the will to keep working.

				A Principle to Live By - Overcoming Opposition
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				#6 When we are successful in doing God's work, we should expect opposition and take steps to defeat Satan.

				When Nehemiah succeeded in boosting morale and organizing the children of Israel to rebuild the walls, what had been a minor irritation to Sanballat, the Samaritan, became a significant threat."He mocked the Jews," which encouraged the other"powerful men of Samaria" to do the same. Nehemiah handled this psychological and spiritual warfare just as he had handled every other problem he had encountered thus far. He immediately went to prayer (vv. 4-5). He and the people kept praying, trusting, and working—all at the same time (v. 6). 

				Paul reflected Nehemiah's leadership strategy. However, he was not building an earthly structure but the"household of faith" (Gl 6:10). When he and his fellow missionaries were ministering in Thessalonica, they had to leave by night because of intense persecution (Ac 17:8-10). While continuing their ministry in Berea and Athens, they kept praying for these believers in Thessalonica, knowing they were objects of resentment (1Th 1:2; 3:9-10). Paul let them know in a letter that he often tried to return to Thessalonica,"but Satan hindered" them (1Th 2:18). Like Nehemiah, Paul not only prayed, but he took action:

				And we sent Timothy, our brother and God's coworker in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you concerning your faith, so that no one will be shaken by these persecutions. For you yourselves know that we are appointed to this. In fact, when we were with you, we told you previously that we were going to suffer persecution, and as you know, it happened. For this reason, when I could no longer stand it, I also sent him to find out about your faith, fearing that the tempter had tempted you and that our labor might be for nothing. (1Th 3:2-5)  (See 1Th #5:Follow-up Communication.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some situations in the church today where we need to follow this biblical approach in dealing with opposition and persecution?

				

				7 x When Sanballat, Tobiah, and the Arabs, Ammonites, and Ashdodites heard that the repair to the walls of Jerusalem was progressing and that the gaps were being closed, they became furious.8 They all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and throw it into confusion. 9 So we prayed to our God and stationed a guard because of them day and night.

				10 In Judah, it was said:y

				

				The strength of the laborer fails,

				since there is so much rubble.

				We will never be able

				to rebuild the wall.

				

				11 And our enemies said,"They won't know or see anything until we're among them and can kill them and stop the work." 12 When the Jews who lived nearby arrived, they said to us time and again,z"Everywhere you turn, they attackaa us." 13 So I stationed people behind the lowest sections of the wall, at the vulnerable areas. I stationed them by families with their swords, spears, and bows. 14 After I made an inspection, I stood up and said to the nobles, the officials, and the rest of the people,"Don't be afraid of them. Remember the great and awe-inspiring Lord, and fight for your countrymen, your sons and daughters, your wives and homes."

				A Principle to Live By - Courageous Leadership

				[image: Getz0470.png]

				#7 When facing serious satanic attacks, as spiritual leaders we should assess the situation and challenge God's people to be strong in the Lord.

				When Sanballat's psychological attack failed, he and the enemies of Israel banded together to attack Jerusalem from all sides. However, something happened that must have greatly encouraged Nehemiah. This is the first time we're told that the people themselves prayed to God for help and protection (v. 9). His model was impacting others. 

				But again, Nehemiah did more than pray. He once again set a strategy in motion and boldly challenged everyone to calm their fears by trusting in"the great and awe-inspiring Lord," and then, if necessary, to counterattack (v. 14).  (See Ezr #6:Opposition and Persecution.)

				Centuries later, Paul gave a challenge to the Ephesian elders as the spiritual leaders of the church. They too would face satanic attacks, both from within the church and from without. He encouraged them to lead with boldness:

				Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock that the Holy Spirit has appointed you to as overseers, to shepherd the church of God, which He purchased with His own blood. I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. And men will rise up from your own number with deviant doctrines to lure the disciples into following them. Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for three years I did not stop warning each one of you with tears. (Ac 20:28-31)  (See 1Tm #2:The True Gospel.)

				Reflection and Response

				What usually happens when spiritual leaders fail to lead courageously against spiritual attacks from Satan and his evil cohorts?

				

				

	

Sword and Trowel

				15 When our enemies heard that we knew their scheme and that God had frustrated it, every one of us returned to his own work on the wall. 16 From that day on, half of my men did the work while the other half held spears, shields, bows, and armor. The officers supported all the people of Judah, 17 who were rebuilding the wall. The laborers who carried the loads worked with one hand and held a weapon with the other. 18 Each of the builders had his sword strapped around his waist while he was building, and the trumpeter was beside me. 19 Then I said to the nobles, the officials, and the rest of the people:"The work is enormous and spread out, and we are separated far from one another along the wall. 20 Wherever you hear the trumpet sound, rally to us there. Our God will fight for us!" 21 So we continued the work, while half of the men were holding spears from daybreak until the stars came out. 22 At that time, I also said to the people,"Let everyone and his servant spend the night inside Jerusalem, so that they can stand guard by night and work by day." 23 And I, my brothers, my men, and the guards with me never took off our clothes. Each carried his weapon, even when washing.ab

				A Principle to Live By - The Power of Unity
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				#8 In our battle against Satan, we are to do all we can to create a spirit of unity and oneness among God's people. 

				In spite of fatigue and fear, the children of Israel rallied their forces. They went back to work and functioned as a team with each person fulfilling a specific task. Consequently, they completed the wall in an amazing 52 days (6:15). 

				As believers, Paul has reminded us that"our battle is not against flesh and blood, but . . . against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavens" (Eph 6:12). To win this battle, we too must function as one body, putting on"the full armor of God" (Eph 6:13). Perhaps Paul was thinking about Jerusalem in the days of Nehemiah when he chose this metaphor. 

				Unity is foundational in defeating Satan. This is why it's important to understand that Paul's challenge to put on God's armor is a corporate picture. He used plural pronouns throughout this passage, which follows a series of exhortations that are also corporate—beginning with the fact that we are one body and that we are to diligently keep"the unity of the Spirit with the peace that binds us" (Eph 4:3-4). So Paul was stating that we as a body are to have

				
						the belt of truth around our waist (Eph 6:14a);

						the armor of righteousness on our chest (Eph 6:14b);

						our feet sandaled with readiness for the gospel of peace (Eph 6:15);

						the shield of faith in front of us (Eph 6:16);

						the helmet of salvation on our head (Eph 6:17a);

						the sword of the Spirit, which is God's Word, in our hand (Eph 6:17b).

				

				Following this military metaphor, Paul concluded this profile with what was always essential in Nehemiah's strategy against the enemies of Israel:

				Pray at all times in the Spirit with every prayer and request, and stay alert in this with all perseverance and intercession for all the saints. (Eph 6:18)  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				Reflection and Response

				What important ingredient is missing when we read the passage in Ephesians and only think individually rather than corporately?

				

				

	

Social Injustice

				5 There was a widespread outcry from the people and their wives against their Jewish countrymen. 2 Some were saying,"We, our sons, and our daughters are numerous. Let us get grain so that we can eat and live." 3 Others were saying,"We are mortgaging our fields, vineyards, and homes to get grain during the famine."4 Still others were saying,"We have borrowed money to pay the king's tax on our fields and vineyards.5 We and our children are just like our countrymen and their children, yet we are subjecting our sons and daughters to slavery. Some of our daughters are already enslaved, but we are powerlessac because our fields and vineyards belong to others."

				6 I became extremely angry when I heard their outcry and these complaints. 7 After seriously considering the matter, I accused the nobles and officials, saying to them,"Each of you is charging his countrymen interest." So I called a large assembly against them 8 and said,"We have done our best to buy back our Jewish countrymen who were sold to foreigners, but now you sell your own countrymen, and we have to buy them back." They remained silent and could not say a word. 9 Then I said,"What you are doing isn't right. Shouldn't you walk in the •fear of our God and not invite the reproach of our foreign enemies? 10 Even I, as well as my brothers and my servants, have been lending them money and grain. Please, let us stop charging this interest.ad11 Return their fields, vineyards, olive groves, and houses to them immediately, along with the percentageae of the money, grain, new wine, and olive oil that you have been assessing them."

				12 They responded:"We will return these things and require nothing more from them. We will do as you say."

				So I summoned the priests and made everyone take an oath to do this. 13 I also shook the folds of my robe and said,"May God likewise shake from his house and property everyone who doesn't keep this promise. May he be shaken out and have nothing!"

				The whole assembly said,"•Amen," and they praised the Lord. Then the people did as they had promised.

				A Principle to Live By - Internal Conflicts
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				#9 Spiritual leaders should always be concerned about internal conflicts and confront the issues appropriately.

				During the wall-building process, Nehemiah encountered a serious problem among his fellow Jews. It came to the surface because the intense demands on the people interfered with their agrarian livelihood, and some of the more affluent had violated God's laws by taking advantage of others materially (Ex 22:25; Lv 25:35-36,39-41). Nehemiah could not and did not ignore this problem. Intensely angry, he addressed the issue. Thankfully, the people responded positively. 

				When Paul and Barnabas had returned from their mission trip into the province of Galatia, he heard about false teachers who were distorting the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul was very disturbed with this report, so he wrote a letter that clearly expressed his righteous anger:

				But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel other than what we have preached to you, a curse be on him! As we have said before, I now say again: If anyone preaches to you a gospel contrary to what you received, a curse be on him! (Gl 1:8-9)

				We see this same concern when he wrote to Titus:

				For there are also many rebellious people, full of empty talk and deception, especially those from Judaism. It is necessary to silence them; they overthrow whole households by teaching what they shouldn't in order to get money dishonestly. (Ti 1:10-11) 

				Though Paul had apostolic authority, which entitled him to deal with these situations so directly, the principle still applies to all spiritual leaders. We must not ignore serious violations of the will of God.  (See Ti #4:Bold Confrontation.)

				Reflection and Response

				As spiritual leaders, how can we express concern and even anger while still being teachable, patient, and gentle?  (See 2Tm #7:Able to Teach.)

				

				

	

Good and Bad Governors

				14 Furthermore, from the day King Artaxerxes appointed me to be their governor in the land of Judah — from the twentieth year until his thirty-second year, 12 years — I and my associates never ate from the food allotted to the governor. 15 The governors who preceded me had heavily burdened the people, taking food and wine from them, as well as a poundaf of silver. Their subordinates also oppressed the people, but I didn't do this, because of the fear of God. 16 Instead, I devoted myself to the construction of the wall, and all my subordinates were gathered there for the work. We didn't buy any land.

				17 There were 150 Jews and officials, as well as guests from the surrounding nations at my table.18 Eachag day, one ox, six choice sheep, and some fowl were prepared for me. An abundance of all kinds of wine was provided every 10 days. But I didn't demand the food allotted to the governor, because the burden on the people was so heavy.

				19 Remember me favorably, my God, for all that I have done for this people.

				A Principle to Live By - Leading by Example
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				#10 When we confront inappropriate behavior, we are to model what we're asking others to do.

				A basic reason Nehemiah was successful in resolving problems among his people is that he demonstrated in his own life what he was asking others to do. When he asked the people to rebuild the walls, he worked alongside them. When he asked them to pray, he prayed. When he asked them to trust God, he trusted God. When he asked them to work night and day, so did he. And, in this instance, when he asked them to help the poor, he had already helped the poor.

				The apostle Paul also illustrated this principle. When he wrote to the Corinthians, he could say with confidence,"Imitate me, as I also imitate Christ" (1Co 11:1). He also wrote to the Thessalonians,

				You are witnesses, and so is God, of how devoutly, righteously, and blamelessly we conducted ourselves with you believers. (1Th 2:10)  (See 1Th #2:Mature Leaders.)

				Reflection and Response

				What happens when we as parents and pastors ask others to obey God and we are not modeling this principle in our own lives?

				

				

	

Attempts to Discourage the Builders

				6 When Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab, and the rest of our enemies heard that I had rebuilt the wall and that no gap was left in it — though at that time I had not installed the doors in the gates — 2 Sanballat and Geshem sent me a message:"Come, let's meet together in the villages ofah the Ono Valley." But they were planning to harm me.

				3 So I sent messengers to them, saying,"I am doing a great work and cannot come down. Why should the work cease while I leave it and go down to you?" 4 Four times they sent me the same proposal, and I gave them the same reply.

				5 Sanballat sent me this same message a fifth time by his aide, who had an open letter in his hand. 6 In it was written:

				

				It is reported among the nations — and Geshemai agrees — that you and the Jews plan to rebel. This is the reason you are building the wall. According to these reports, you are to become their king 7 and have even set up the prophets in Jerusalem to proclaim on your behalf:"There is a king in Judah." These rumors will be heard by the king. So come, let's confer together.

				

				8 Then I replied to him,"There is nothing to these rumors you are spreading; you are inventing them in your own mind." 9 For they were all trying to intimidate us, saying,"They will become discouragedaj in the work, and it will never be finished."

				But now, my God, strengthen me.ak

				

	

Attempts to Intimidate Nehemiah

				10 I went to the house of Shemaiah son of Delaiah, son of Mehetabel, who was restricted to his house. He said:

				

				Let us meet at the house of God

				inside the temple.

				Let us shut the temple doors

				because they are coming to kill you.

				They are coming to kill you tonight!al

				

				11 But I said,"Should a man like me run away? How can I enter the temple and live? I will not go." 12 I realized that God had not sent him, because of the prophecy he spoke against me. Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. 13 He was hired, so that I would be intimidated, do as he suggested, sin, and get a bad reputation, in order that they could discredit me.

				14 My God, remember Tobiah and Sanballat for what they have done, and also Noadiah the prophetess and the other prophets who wanted to intimidate me.

				A Principle to Live By - Handling Enemy Attacks
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				#11 When experiencing personal attacks, we are to trust God, not allowing fear to cloud our perceptions. 

				Nehemiah described three subtle personal attacks. Each was designed to destroy him—if not his life, at least his effectiveness as a leader in Israel. Nehemiah never lost focus. He kept his eyes on the goal, knowing that God would not allow the children of Israel to lose heart and be defeated.

				Paul faced a similar situation with Alexander the coppersmith, who"did great harm" to him (2Tm 4:14a). However, Paul never lost his spiritual focus. He wrote,"The Lord will repay him according to his works. Watch out for him yourself because he strongly opposed our words" (2Tm 4:14b-15). 

				This Principle to Live By applies to all believers. When we're active in building God's kingdom—more specifically, His church—we will encounter people who will try to discredit us and even destroy us. We must follow the example of Nehemiah and Paul. Furthermore, we have a Savior who as the God-man became both our human example and our divine helper: 

				Therefore, since we also have such a large cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us lay aside every weight and the sin that so easily ensnares us. Let us run with endurance the race that lies before us, keeping our eyes on Jesus, the source and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that lay before Him endured a cross and despised the shame and has sat down at the right hand of God's throne. For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, so that you won't grow weary and lose heart. (Heb 12:1-3)  (See Heb #18:Focusing on Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways does Satan use people to attempt to intimidate and discourage believers who are carrying out the Great Commission?

				

				

	

The Wall Completed

				15 The wall was completed in 52 days, on the twenty-fifth day of the month Elul.16 When all our enemies heard this, all the surrounding nations were intimidated and lost their confidence,am for they realized that this task had been accomplished by our God.

				17 During those days, the nobles of Judah sent many letters to Tobiah, and Tobiah's letters came to them. 18 For many in Judah were bound by oath to him, since he was a son-in-law of Shecaniah son of Arah, and his son Jehohanan had married the daughter of Meshullam son of Berechiah. 19 These nobles kept mentioning Tobiah's good deeds to me, and they reported my words to him. And Tobiah sent letters to intimidate me.

				

	

The Exiles Return

				7 When the wall had been rebuilt and I had the doors installed, the gatekeepers, singers, and Levites were appointed. 2 Then I put my brother Hanani in charge of Jerusalem, along with Hananiah, commander of the fortress, because he was a faithful man who •feared God more than most. 3 I said to them,"Do not open the gates of Jerusalem until the sun is hot, and let the doors be shut and securely fastened while the guards are on duty. Station the citizens of Jerusalem as guards, some at their posts and some at their homes."

				A Principle to Live by - Effective Delegation
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				#12 When we delegate responsibilities, we are to select individuals who have both a strong relationship with God and a high level of integrity with people.

				We've already met Hananiah when he first came to Jerusalem and reported the dismal situation there (1:1-3). However, Nehemiah wanted us to know that his brother was also very qualified for leadership—a"faithful man who feared God more than most" (7:2).  (See Ex #23:Delegating Effectively.)

				The apostles applied this same principle to a situation in the Jerusalem church. Though meeting people's physical needs might be considered a menial task, men who were to solve this problem were chosen based on stringent qualifications:"men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and wisdom" (Ac 6:3). Imagine what would have happened—both in Nehemiah's day and in the early church—if these leaders had not been trustworthy. The problems would only have compounded. 

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the specific ways problems are compounded when we assign men and women to significant leadership roles who are not spiritually qualified?  (See 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity.)

				

				4 The city was large and spacious, but there were few people in it, and no houses had been built yet. 5 Then my God put it into my mind to assemble the nobles, the officials, and the people to be registered by genealogy. I found the genealogical record of those who came back first, and I found the following written in it:

				6 These are the people of the province who went up among the captive exiles deported by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. Each of them returned to Jerusalem and Judah, to his own town. 7 They came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah, Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, Nehum, and Baanah.

				The number of the Israelite men included:

				

				8 Parosh's descendants2,172

				9 Shephatiah's descendants372

				10 Arah's descendants652

				11 Pahath-moab's descendants:

				Jeshua's and Joab's descendants2,818

				12 Elam's descendants1,254

				13 Zattu's descendants845

				14 Zaccai's descendants760

				15 Binnui's descendants648

				16 Bebai's descendants628

				17 Azgad's descendants2,322

				18 Adonikam's descendants667

				19 Bigvai's descendants2,067

				20 Adin's descendants655

				21 Ater's descendants: of Hezekiah98

				22 Hashum's descendants328

				23 Bezai's descendants324

				24 Hariph's descendants112

				25 Gibeon's descendants95

				26 Bethlehem's and Netophah's men188

				27 Anathoth's men128

				28 Beth-azmaveth's men42

				29 Kiriath-jearim's, Chephirah's, and Beeroth's men743

				30 Ramah's and Geba's men621

				31 Michmas's men122

				32 Bethel's and Ai's men123

				33 the other Nebo's men52

				34 the other Elam's people1,254

				35 Harim's people320

				36 Jericho's people345

				37 Lod's, Hadid's, and Ono's people721

				38 Senaah's people3,930.

				

				39 The priests included:

				

				Jedaiah's descendants of the house of Jeshua973

				40 Immer's descendants1,052

				41 Pashhur's descendants1,247

				42 Harim's descendants1,017.

				

				43 The Levites included:

				

				Jeshua's descendants: of Kadmiel

				Hodevah's descendants74.

				

				44 The singers included:

				

				•Asaph's descendants148.

				

				45 The gatekeepers included:

				

				Shallum's descendants, Ater's descendants,

				Talmon's descendants, Akkub's descendants,

				Hatita's descendants, Shobai's descendants138.

				

				46 The temple servants included:

				

				Ziha's descendants, Hasupha's descendants,

				Tabbaoth's descendants, 47 Keros's descendants,

				Sia's descendants, Padon's descendants,

				48 Lebanah's descendants, Hagabah's descendants,

				Shalmai's descendants, 49 Hanan's descendants,

				Giddel's descendants, Gahar's descendants,

				50 Reaiah's descendants, Rezin's descendants,

				Nekoda's descendants, 51 Gazzam's descendants,

				Uzza's descendants, Paseah's descendants,

				52 Besai's descendants, Meunim's descendants,

				Nephishesim's an descendants, 53 Bakbuk's descendants,

				Hakupha's descendants, Harhur's descendants,

				54 Bazlith's descendants, Mehida's descendants,

				Harsha's descendants, 55 Barkos's descendants,

				Sisera's descendants, Temah's descendants,

				56 Neziah's descendants, Hatipha's descendants.

				

				57 The descendants of Solomon's servants included:

				

				Sotai's descendants, Sophereth's descendants,

				Perida's descendants, 58 Jaala's descendants,

				Darkon's descendants, Giddel's descendants,

				59 Shephatiah's descendants, Hattil's descendants,

				Pochereth-hazzebaim's descendants, Amon's descendants.

				

				60 All the temple servants

				and the descendants of Solomon's servants392.

				

				61 The following are those who came from Tel-melah, Tel-harsha, Cherub, Addon, and Immer, but were unable to prove that their families and ancestors were Israelite:

				

				62 Delaiah's descendants,

				Tobiah's descendants,

				and Nekoda's descendants642

				

				63 and from the priests: the descendants of Hobaiah, the descendants of Hakkoz, and the descendants of Barzillai — who had taken a wife from the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite and was called by their name. 64 These searched for their entries in the genealogical records, but they could not be found, so they were disqualified from the priesthood. 65 The governor ordered them not to eat the most holy things until there was a priest who could consult the •Urim and Thummim.

				

				66 The whole combined assembly numbered42,360

				67 not including their 7,337 male 
and female slaves,

				as well as their 245 male and female singers.

				68 They had 736 horses, 245 mules, ao

				69 435 camels, and 6,720 donkeys.

				

				70 Some of the family leaders gave to the project. The governor gave 1,000 gold coins,ap 50 bowls, and 530 priestly garments to the treasury. 71 Some of the family leaders gave 20,000 gold coins and 2,200 silver minas to the treasury for the project. 72 The rest of the people gave 20,000 gold coins, 2,000 silver minas, and 67 priestly garments. 73 So the priests, Levites, gatekeepers, temple singers, some of the people, temple servants, and all Israel settled in their towns.  (See Ezr #3:Generous Giving.)

				

	

Public Reading of the Law

				8 When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled in their towns,1 all the people gathered together at the square in front of the Water Gate. They asked Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses that the Lord had given Israel. 2 On the first day of the seventh month, Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly of men, women, and all who could listen with understanding. 3 While he was facing the square in front of the Water Gate, he read out of it from daybreak until noon before the men, the women, and those who could understand. All the people listened attentivelyaq to the book of the law. 4 Ezra the scribe stood on a high wooden platform made for this purpose. Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah stood beside him on his right; to his left were Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hash-baddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam. 5 Ezra opened the book in full view of all the people, since he was elevated above everyone. As he opened it, all the people stood up. 6 Ezra praised the Lord, the great God, and with their hands uplifted all the people said,"•Amen, Amen!" Then they bowed down and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground.

				A Principle to Live By - Reverence and Response
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				#13 When we are exposed to the message of the Word of God, we should always respond with a worshipful attitude followed by obedience.

				The children of Israel had developed a great respect and a spirit of appreciation for the"law of Moses," which probably involved the first five books of the Old Testament. They were not worshiping a book—in this case, a scroll. Rather, they were responding to its message. They recognized that God was speaking, and they were overwhelmed with awe.

				In New Testament days, Paul affirmed this important process when he wrote to Timothy. In his first letter, he stated,

				Until I come, give your attention to public reading, exhortation, and teaching. (1Tm 4:13) 

				In his second letter, Paul underscored the authority of Scripture and what should happen when we are exposed to God's truth:

				All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. (2Tm 3:16-17)  (See 1Tm #8:False Doctrine.)

				From both the Old and New Testaments we learn how we should respond to the message of Scripture. We must never take it for granted, allowing this experience to become mundane and ritualistic. We must always be aware that God is speaking.

				Reflection and Response

				How can we keep the ready availability of the Scriptures from causing us to take its divine message for granted?

				

				7 Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, and Pelaiah, who were Levites, ar explained the law to the people as they stood in their places. 8 They read out of the book of the law of God, translating and giving the meaning so that the people could understand what was read. 9 Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who were instructing the people said to all of them,"This day is holy to the Lord your God. Do not mourn or weep." For all the people were weeping as they heard the words of the law. 10 Then he said to them,"Go and eat what is rich, drink what is sweet, and send portions to those who have nothing prepared, since today is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, because the joy of the Lord is your stronghold." 11 And the Levites quieted all the people, saying,"Be still, since today is holy. Do not grieve." 12 Then all the people began to eat and drink, send portions, and have a great celebration, because they had understood the words that were explained to them.

				A Principle to Live By - Communicating Clearly
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				#14 When we bring the message of the Scriptures to others, we are to help them understand what God is saying.

				It seems that the Levites had to translate the original Hebrew into Aramaic, the language most Jews spoke at this time, and then explain the meaning of the biblical text. Ezra and Nehemiah wanted to make sure the Israelites of all ages understood the law of Moses. Today, in the same way, we must make sure our listeners truly understand what God intended when He inspired men of old to record His message (2Tm 2:14-19; 3:16-17; 2Pt 1:20-21).  (See 2Pt #3:The Word of God.)

				Most of us are privileged to have the Bible in our own language. But when we read it or hear it read, do we really understand the message of Scripture? Just as importantly, do we understand how this message should impact our lives today? This is why it's so important to understand the supracultural principles that emerge from these ancient words. Without this understanding, there will be virtually no life application.

				Reflection and Response

				What steps can we take in communicating the message of Scripture so that we can be sure our listeners understand both what the authors originally meant and how this message applies to our lives today?  (See Ac #16:Biblical Evidence.)

				

				

	

Festival of Booths Observed

				13 On the second day, the family leaders of all the people, along with the priests and Levites, assembled before Ezra the scribe to study the words of the law. 14 They found written in the law how the Lord had commanded through Moses that the Israelites should dwell in booths during the festival of the seventh month.15 So they proclaimed and spread this news throughout their towns and in Jerusalem, saying,"Go out to the hill country and bring back branches of olive, wild olive, myrtle, palm, and other leafy trees to make booths, just as it is written." 16 The people went out, brought back branches, and made booths for themselves on each of their rooftops, and courtyards, the court of the house of God, the square by the Water Gate, and the square by the Gate of Ephraim. 17 The whole community that had returned from exile made booths and lived in them. They had not celebrated like this from the days of Joshua son of Nun until that day. And there was tremendous joy. 18 Ezra as read out of the book of the law of God every day, from the first day to the last. The Israelites celebrated the festival for seven days, and on the eighth day there was an assembly, according to the ordinance.

				A Principle to Live By - Obeying God's Word

				[image: Getz0478.png]

				#15 When we clearly understand God's will for our lives, we are to draw on His strength and make every effort to do what He has said.

				Some of the people met to study the Scriptures more deeply. They discovered God's command"to live in booths for seven days" (Lv 23:40-43). Consequently, they immediately reinstituted this ancient ritual God had designed to remind His people that He had brought them out of Egypt. 

				Under the new covenant, we are certainly not obligated to practice the rituals designed for Israel. However, the New Testament outlines many exhortations that clearly state God's will for our lives. As we discover those exhortations, we are to respond in obedience without delay. James addressed this issue specifically:

				But be doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. Because if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man looking at his own face in a mirror. For he looks at himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. But the one who looks intently into the perfect law of freedom and perseveres in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but one who does good works—this person will be blessed in what he does. (Jms 1:22-25)  (See Jms #5:Applying God's Word.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to know what Scripture says and yet not practice what we know is God's will?

				

				

	

National Confession of Sin

				9 On the twenty-fourth day of this month the Israelites assembled; they were fasting, wearing •sackcloth, and had put dust on their heads.2 Those of Israelite descent separated themselves from all foreigners, and they stood and confessed their sins and the •guilt of their fathers.3 While they stood in their places, they read from the book of the law of the Lord their God for a fourth of the day and spent another fourth of the day in confession and worship of the Lord their God. 4 Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and Chenani stood on the raised platform built for the Levites and cried out loudly to the Lord their God. 5 Then the Levites — Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah — said,"Stand up. Praise •Yahweh your God from everlasting to everlasting."

				

				Praise Your glorious name,

				and may it be exalted above all blessing and praise.

				6 You at alone are Yahweh.

				You created the heavens,

				the highest heavens with all their host,

				the earth and all that is on it,

				the seas and all that is in them.

				You give life to all of them,

				and the heavenly host worships You.  (See Gn #1:Chosen in Christ.)

				7 You are Yahweh,

				the God who chose Abram

				and brought him out of Ur of the Chaldeans,

				and changed his name to Abraham. (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				8 You found his heart faithful in Your sight,

				and made a covenant with him

				to give the land of the Canaanites,

				Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites,

				Jebusites, and Girgashites —

				to give it to his descendants.

				You have kept Your promise,

				for You are righteous.

				

				9 You saw the oppression of our ancestors in Egypt

				and heard their cry at the •Red Sea.

				10 You performed signs and wonders 
against Pharaoh,

				all his officials, and all the people of his land,

				for You knew how arrogantly they treated 
our ancestors.

				You made a name for Yourself

				that endures to this day.

				11 You divided the sea before them,

				and they crossed through it on dry ground.

				You hurled their pursuers into the depths

				like a stone into churning waters.  (See Ex #15:Glorifying God.)

				12 You led them with a pillar of cloud by day,

				and with a pillar of fire by night,

				to illuminate the way they should go.

				13 You came down on Mount Sinai,

				and spoke to them from heaven.

				You gave them impartial ordinances, 
reliable instructions,

				and good statutes and commands.

				14 You revealed Your holy Sabbath to them,

				and gave them commands, statutes, 
and instruction

				through Your servant Moses. (See Ex #26:A New Command.)

				15 You provided bread from heaven 
for their hunger;

				You brought them water from the rock for their thirst.

				You told them to go in and possess the land

				You had swornau to give them.

				

				16 But our ancestors acted arrogantly;

				they became stiff-necked and did not listen to Your commands.  (See Nm #19:Majority Opinions.)

				17 They refused to listen

				and did not remember Your wonders

				You performed among them.

				They became stiff-necked and appointed a leader

				to return to their slavery in Egypt. av

				But You are a forgiving God,

				gracious and compassionate,

				slow to anger and rich in faithful love,

				and You did not abandon them.

				18 Even after they had cast an image of a calf

				for themselves and said,

				"This is your God who brought you out of Egypt,"

				and they had committed terrible blasphemies,

				19 You did not abandon them in the wilderness

				because of Your great compassion.

				During the day the pillar of cloud

				never turned away from them,

				guiding them on their journey.

				And during the night the pillar of fire

				illuminated the way they should go.  (See Ex #33:Supernatural Compassion.)

				20 You sent Your good Spirit to instruct them.

				You did not withhold Your manna from their mouths,

				and You gave them water for their thirst.

				21 You provided for them in the wilderness 40 years

				and they lacked nothing.

				Their clothes did not wear out,

				and their feet did not swell.

				

				22 You gave them kingdoms and peoples

				and assigned them to be a boundary.

				They took possession

				of the land of Sihon aw king of Heshbon

				and of the land of Og king of Bashan.

				23 You multiplied their descendants

				like the stars of heaven

				and brought them to the land

				You told their ancestors to go in and take possession of it.

				24 So their descendants went in and possessed the land:

				You subdued the Canaanites who inhabited the land before them

				and handed their kings and the surrounding peoples over to them,

				to do as they pleased with them.

				25 They captured fortified cities and fertile land

				and took possession of well-supplied houses,

				cisterns cut out of rock, vineyards,

				olive groves, and fruit trees in abundance.

				They ate, were filled,

				became prosperous, and delighted in Your great goodness.  (See Dt #12:Prideful Behavior.)

				

				26 But they were disobedient and rebelled against You.

				They flung Your law behind their backs

				and killed Your prophets

				who warned them

				in order to turn them back to You.

				They committed terrible blasphemies.

				27 So You handed them over to their enemies,

				who oppressed them.  (See Jdg #5:Modeling and Teaching.)

				In their time of distress, they cried out to You,

				and You heard from heaven.

				In Your abundant compassion

				You gave them deliverers, who rescued them

				from the power of their enemies.

				28 But as soon as they had relief,

				they again did what was evil in Your sight.

				So You abandoned them to the power 
of their enemies,

				who dominated them.

				When they cried out to You again,

				You heard from heaven and rescued them

				many times in Your compassion.

				29 You warned them to turn back to Your law,

				but they acted arrogantly

				and would not obey Your commands.

				They sinned against Your ordinances,

				which a person will live by if he does them.

				They stubbornly resisted,ax

				stiffened their necks, and would not obey.  (See Jdg #7:God's Compassion.)

				30 You were patient with them for many years,

				and Your Spirit warned them 
through Your prophets,

				but they would not listen.

				Therefore, You handed them over to the 
surrounding peoples.  (See Dn #1:God's Sovereignty and Human Freedom.)

				31 However, in Your abundant compassion,

				You did not destroy them or abandon them,

				for You are a gracious and compassionate 
God.  (See Ezr #1:Our Sovereign God.)

				

				32 So now, our God — the great, mighty,

				and awe-inspiring God who keeps 
His gracious covenant —

				do not view lightly all the hardships that have 
afflicted us,

				our kings and leaders,

				our priests and prophets,

				our ancestors and all Your people,

				from the days of the Assyrian kings until today.

				33 You are righteous concerning all that has come on us,

				because You have acted faithfully,

				while we have acted wickedly.

				34 Our kings, leaders, priests, and ancestors

				did not obey Your law

				or listen to Your commands

				and warnings You gave them.

				35 When they were in their kingdom,

				with Your abundant goodness that You gave them,

				and in the spacious and fertile land You set 
before them,

				they would not serve You or turn from their wicked 
ways.  (See 1 and 2 Kings, all Principles.)

				

				36 Here we are today,

				slaves in the land You gave our ancestors

				so that they could enjoy its fruit and its goodness.

				Here we are — slaves in it!

				37 Its abundant harvest goes to the kings

				You have set over us,

				because of our sins.

				They rule over our bodies

				and our livestock as they please.

				We are in great distress.

				

	

Israel's Vow of Faithfulness

				38 ay In view of all this, we are making a binding agreement in writing on a sealed document containing the names of our leaders, Levites, and priests.

				10 Those whose seals were on the document were:

				

				Nehemiah the governor, son of Hacaliah, and Zedekiah,

				2 Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah,

				3 Pashhur, Amariah, Malchijah,

				4 Hattush, Shebaniah, Malluch,

				5 Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah,

				6 Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch,

				7 Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin,

				8 Maaziah, Bilgai, and Shemaiah.

				These were the priests.

				

				9 The Levites were:

				Jeshua son of Azaniah,

				Binnui of the sons of Henadad, Kadmiel,

				10 and their brothers

				Shebaniah, Hodiah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan,

				11 Mica, Rehob, Hashabiah,

				12 Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah,

				13 Hodiah, Bani, and Beninu.

				

				14 The leaders of the people were:

				Parosh, Pahath-moab, Elam, Zattu, Bani,

				15 Bunni, Azgad, Bebai,

				16 Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin,

				17 Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur,

				18 Hodiah, Hashum, Bezai,

				19 Hariph, Anathoth, Nebai,

				20 Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir,

				21 Meshezabel, Zadok, Jaddua,

				22 Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah,

				23 Hoshea, Hananiah, Hasshub,

				24 Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek,

				25 Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah,

				26 Ahijah, Hanan, Anan,

				27 Malluch, Harim, Baanah.

				

				28 The rest of the people — the priests, Levites, gatekeepers, singers, and temple servants, along with their wives, sons, and daughters, everyone who is able to understand and who has separated themselves from the surrounding peoples to obey the law of God — 29 join with their noble brothers and commit themselves with a sworn oathaz to follow the law of God given through God's servant Moses and to carefully obey all the commands, ordinances, and statutes of •Yahweh our Lord.

				A Principle to Live By - Confession and Repentance

				#16 When we discover specific areas in our lives that are out of harmony with God's will, we should confess our sins and respond with repentant hearts.

				[image: Getz0479.png]

				The Israelites have left all of us with a powerful model, both in spirit and in word. In spirit, they humbled themselves before God. In word, they reviewed all that God had done for them, from creation to that moment in their lives when they were still slaves in the land God had graciously given them (9:3-37). They made no excuses for their present situation, but confessed their sins and vowed before God that they would, from that point forward, be faithful to His Word. 

				A number of leaders signed their names, making it a"binding agreement" (9:38–10:27). 
In turn, the rest of the Israelites committed themselves"to carefully obey all the commands, ordinances, and statutes of Yahweh" they had received through His servant Moses (10:28-29). 

				Centuries later, a group of Jews who had come to Jerusalem heard a message that for many changed their lives forever. The apostle Peter, speaking in the power of the Holy Spirit, let it be known that those who had rejected Jesus Christ and called for His crucifixion had actually rejected their Messiah (Ac 2:36). Peter's message pierced their hearts. Stunned and overwhelmed with grief, they asked what they should do.

				"Repent," Peter said to them,"and be baptized, each of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children, and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call." (Ac 2:38-39)

				Many responded immediately. Luke recorded,

				So those who accepted his message were baptized, and that day about 3,000 people were added to them. And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to the prayers. (Ac 2:41-42)  (See Ac #5:Three Vital Experiences.)

				When we hear God's truth and realize we have violated His will, we should respond with repentance. For believing Jews, it involved a national symbol of repentance—water baptism. Starting that day in Jerusalem, baptism was a demonstration of each individual's new identification with Christ through His death and resurrection. From that point forward, all true believers were to acknowledge their repentance and salvation with the same symbol.

				Reflection and Response

				When we make decisions to follow God fully, what are some other creative ways we can demonstrate to God and others our commitment?

				

				

	

Details of the Vow

				30 We will not give our daughters in marriage to the surrounding peoples and will not take their daughters as wives for our sons.

				

				31 When the surrounding peoples bring merchandise or any kind of grain to sell on the Sabbath day, we will not buy from them on the Sabbath or a holy day. We will also leave the land uncultivated in the seventh year and will cancel every debt.

				

				32 We will impose the following commands on ourselves:

				

				To give an eighth of an ounce of silverba yearly for the service of the house of our God: 33 the bread displayed before the Lord,bb the daily •grain offering, the regular •burnt offering, the Sabbath and New Moon offerings, the appointed festivals, the holy things, the •sin offerings to •atone for Israel, and for all the work of the house of our God.

				

				34 We have cast lots among the priests, Levites, and people for the donation of wood by our ancestral houses at the appointed times each year. They are to bring the wood to our God's house to burn on the altar of the Lord our God, as it is written in the law.

				

				35 We will bring the •firstfruits of our land and of every fruit tree to the Lord's house year by year. 36 We will also bring the firstborn of our sons and our livestock, as prescribed by the law, and will bring the firstborn of our herds and flocks to the house of our God, to the priests who serve in our God's house. 37 We will bring a loaf from our first batch of dough to the priests at the storerooms of the house of our God. We will also bring the firstfruits of our grain offerings, of every fruit tree, and of the new wine and oil. A tenth of our land's produce belongs to the Levites, for the Levites are to collect the one-tenth offering in all our agricultural towns. 38 A priest of Aaronic descent must accompany the Levites when they collect the tenth, and the Levites must take a tenth of this offering to the storerooms of the treasury in the house of our God. 39 For the Israelites and the Levites are to bring the contributions of grain, new wine, and oil to the storerooms where the articles of the sanctuary are kept and where the priests who minister are, along with the gatekeepers and singers. We will not neglect the house of our God.  (See Lv #20:Christian Stewardship.)

				

	

Resettling Jerusalem

				11 Now the leaders of the people stayed in Jerusalem, and the rest of the people cast lots for one out of ten to come and live in Jerusalem, the holy city, while the other nine-tenths remained in their towns. 2 The people praised all the men who volunteered to live in Jerusalem.

				3 These are the heads of the province who stayed in Jerusalem (but in the villages of Judah each lived on his own property in their towns — the Israelites, priests, Levites, temple servants, and descendants of Solomon's servants — 4 while some of the descendants of Judah and Benjamin settled in Jerusalem):

				

				Judah's descendants:

				

				Athaiah son of Uzziah, son of Zechariah, son of Amariah, son of Shephatiah, son of Mahalalel, of Perez's descendants; 5 and Maaseiah son of Baruch, son of Col-hozeh, son of Hazaiah, son of Adaiah, son of Joiarib, son of Zechariah, a descendant of the Shilonite. 6 The total number of Perez's descendants, who settled in Jerusalem, was 468 capable men.

				

				7 These were Benjamin's descendants:

				

				Sallu son of Meshullam, son of Joed, son of Pedaiah, son of Kolaiah, son of Maaseiah, son of Ithiel, son of Jeshaiah, 8 and after him Gabbai and Sallai: 928. 9 Joel son of Zichri was the officer over them, and Judah son of Hassenuah was second in command over the city.

				

				10 The priests:

				

				Jedaiah son of Joiarib, Jachin, and 11 Seraiah son of Hilkiah, son of Meshullam, son of Zadok, son of Meraioth, son of Ahitub, the chief official of God's temple, 12 and their relatives who did the work at the temple: 822. Adaiah son of Jeroham, son of Pelaliah, son of Amzi, son of Zechariah, son of Pashhur, son of Malchijah 13 and his relatives, the leaders of families: 242. Amashsai son of Azarel, son of Ahzai, son of Meshillemoth, son of Immer, 14 and their relatives, capable men: 128. Zabdiel son of Haggedolim, was their chief.

				

				15 The Levites:

				

				Shemaiah son of Hasshub, son of Azrikam, son of Hashabiah, son of Bunni; 16 and Shabbethai and Jozabad, from the leaders of the Levites, who supervised the work outside the house of God; 17 Mattaniah son of Mica, son of Zabdi, son of •Asaph, the leader who began the thanksgiving in prayer; Bakbukiah, second among his relatives; and Abda son of Shammua, son of Galal, son of Jeduthun. 18 All the Levites in the holy city: 284.

				

				19 The gatekeepers:

				

				Akkub, Talmon, and their relatives, who guarded the gates: 172.

				

				20 The rest of Israel, the priests, and the Levites were in all the villages of Judah, each on his own inherited property. 21 The temple servants lived on Ophel; Ziha and Gishpa supervised the temple servants.

				

	

The Levites and Priests

				22 The leader of the Levites in Jerusalem was Uzzi son of Bani, son of Hashabiah, son of Mattaniah, son of Mica, of the descendants of Asaph, who were singers for the service of God's house. 23 There was, in fact, a command of the king regarding them, and an ordinance regulatingbc the singers' daily tasks. 24 Pethahiah son of Meshezabel, of the descendants of Zerah son of Judah, was the king's agentbd in every matter concerning the people.

				25 As for the farming settlements with their fields:

				

				Some of Judah's descendants lived in Kiriath-arba and its villages,

				Dibon and its villages, and Jekabzeel and its villages;

				26 in Jeshua, Moladah, Beth-pelet,

				27 Hazar-shual, and Beer-sheba and its villages;

				28 in Ziklag and Meconah and its villages;

				29 in En-rimmon, Zorah, Jarmuth, and

				30 Zanoah and Adullam with their villages;

				in Lachish with its fields and Azekah and its villages.

				So they settled from Beer-sheba to the Valley of Hinnom.

				

				31 Benjamin's descendants:

				from Geba,be Michmash, Aija,

				and Bethel — and its villages,

				32 Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah,

				33 Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim,

				34 Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat,

				35 Lod, and Ono, the Valley of Craftsmen.

				36 Some of the Judean divisions of Levites were in Benjamin.

				

				12 These are the priests and Levites who went up with Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and with Jeshua:

				

				Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra,

				2 Amariah, Malluch, Hattush,

				3 Shecaniah, Rehum, Meremoth,

				4 Iddo, Ginnethoi, Abijah,

				5 Mijamin, Maadiah, Bilgah,

				6 Shemaiah, Joiarib, Jedaiah,

				7 Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, Jedaiah.

				

				These were the leaders of the priests and their relatives in the days of Jeshua.

				8 The Levites:

				

				Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel,

				Sherebiah, Judah, and Mattaniah —

				he and his relatives were in charge of the praise songs.

				9 Bakbukiah, Unni, bf and their relatives stood opposite them in the services.

				10 Jeshua fathered Joiakim,

				Joiakim fathered Eliashib,

				Eliashib fathered Joiada,

				11 Joiada fathered Jonathan,

				and Jonathan fathered Jaddua.

				

				12 In the days of Joiakim, the leaders of the priestly families were:

				

				Meraiahof Seraiah,

				Hananiahof Jeremiah,

				13 Meshullamof Ezra,

				Jehohananof Amariah,

				14 Jonathanof Malluchi,

				Josephof Shebaniah,

				15 Adnaof Harim,

				Helkaiof Meraioth,

				16 Zechariahof Iddo,

				Meshullamof Ginnethon,

				17 Zichriof Abijah,

				Piltaiof Moadiah, of Miniamin,

				18 Shammuaof Bilgah,

				Jehonathanof Shemaiah,

				19 Mattenaiof Joiarib,

				Uzziof Jedaiah,

				20 Kallaiof Sallai,

				Eberof Amok,

				21 Hashabiahof Hilkiah,

				and Nethanelof Jedaiah.

				

				22 In the days of Eliashib, Joiada, Johanan, and Jaddua, the leaders of the families of the Levites and priests were recorded while Darius the Persian ruled. 23 Levi's descendants, the leaders of families, were recorded in the Book of the Historical Records during the days of Johanan son of Eliashib. 24 The leaders of the Levites — Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and Jeshua son of Kadmiel, along with their relatives opposite them — gave praise and thanks, division by division, as David the man of God had prescribed. 25 This included Mattaniah, Bakbukiah, and Obadiah. Meshullam, Talmon, and Akkub were gatekeepers who guarded the storerooms at the gates. 26 These served in the days of Joiakim son of Jeshua, son of Jozadak, and in the days of Nehemiah the governor and Ezra the priest and scribe.

				

	

Dedication of the Wall

				27 At the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem, they sent for the Levites wherever they lived and brought them to Jerusalem to celebrate the joyous dedication with thanksgiving and singing accompanied by cymbals, harps, and lyres. 28 The singers gathered from the region around Jerusalem, from the villages of the Netophathites, 29 from Beth-gilgal, and from the fields of Geba and Azmaveth, for they had built villages for themselves around Jerusalem. 30 After the priests and Levites had purified themselves, they purified the people, the gates, and the wall.

				31 Then I brought the leaders of Judah up on top of the wall, and I appointed two large processions that gave thanks. One went to the right on the wall, toward the Dung Gate. 32 Hoshaiah and half the leaders of Judah followed, 33 along with Azariah, Ezra, Meshullam, 34 Judah, Benjamin, Shemaiah, Jeremiah, 35 and some of the priests' sons with trumpets, and Zechariah son of Jonathan, son of Shemaiah, son of Mattaniah, son of Micaiah, son of Zaccur, son of •Asaph followed 36 as well as his relatives — Shemaiah, Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel, Judah, and Hanani, with the musical instruments of David, the man of God. Ezra the scribe went in front of them.  (See 2Ch #27: Worship and Music.)  37 At the Fountain Gate they climbed the steps of the city of David on the ascent of the wall and went above the house of David to the Water Gate on the east.

				38 The second thanksgiving procession went to the left, and I followed it with half the people along the top of the wall, past the Tower of the Ovens to the Broad Wall, 39 above the Gate of Ephraim, and by the Old Gate, the Fish Gate, the Tower of Hananel, and the Tower of the Hundred, to the Sheep Gate. They stopped at the Gate of the Guard. 40 The two thanksgiving processions stood in the house of God. So did I and half of the officials accompanying me, 41 as well as the priests:

				

				Eliakim, Maaseiah, Miniamin,

				Micaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah,

				and Hananiah, with trumpets;

				42 and Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar,

				Uzzi, Jehohanan, Malchijah, Elam, and Ezer.

				

				Then the singers sang, with Jezrahiah as the leader. 43 On that day they offered great sacrifices and rejoiced because God had given them great joy. The women and children also celebrated, and Jerusalem's rejoicing was heard far away.

				A Principle to Live By - Consistent Celebrations
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				#17 We are to regularly praise God and manifest His glory as we continually dedicate our lives to serving God and one another. 

				The children of Israel dedicated the finished wall with a great service of praise and adoration. For miles around, the enemies of Israel could hear their musical instruments and singing.  (See Ps #152:Freedom in Form.)

				Today, there are momentous occasions in the Christian community that call for special services of dedication and praise. However, every time we meet we should be manifesting God's glory as we dedicate our lives in service to Him and one another. The apostle Peter wrote, 

				But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of the One who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. 
(1Pt 2:9)  (See 1Pt #5:A Holy People.)

				The church in Jerusalem lived out this reality. Every day was a day of dedication that demonstrated to the world God's grace and love:

				Every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the temple complex, and broke bread from house to house. They ate their food with a joyful and humble attitude, praising God and having favor with all the people. And every day the Lord added to them those who were being saved. (Ac 2:46-47) 

				Reflection and Response

				What are some special events where we as believers can and should follow this Old Testament model?

				

				

	

Support of the Levites' Ministry

				44 On that same day men were placed in charge of the rooms that housed the supplies, contributions, •firstfruits, and tenths. The legally required portions for the priests and Levites were gathered from the village fields, because Judah was grateful to the priests and Levites who were serving. 45 They performed the service of their God and the service of purification, along with the singers and gatekeepers, as David and his son Solomon had prescribed. 46 For long ago, in the days of David and Asaph, there were leaders bg of the singers and songs of praise and thanksgiving to God. 47 So in the days of Zerubbabel and Nehemiah, all Israel contributed the daily portions for the singers and gatekeepers. They also set aside daily portions for the Levites, and the Levites set aside daily portions for the descendants of Aaron.

				A Principle to Live By - A Reciprocal Ministry

				[image: Getz0481.png]

				#18 As God's people, we are to care for the financial needs of those who minister to us spiritually. 

				Early in the history of Israel, God established a plan to make sure the Israelites met the physical needs of those who conducted worship. The Levites were to receive the first tenth and the priests were to receive a tenth of the Levites' provisions (10:37).  (See Lv #20:Christian Stewardship.)

				This basic concept is reiterated in the New Testament. Though responsibilities for spiritual leaders under the new covenant are different, the same principle regarding material support applies. Thus Paul wrote,

				The elders who are good leaders should be considered worthy of an ample honorarium, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says: Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain, and, the worker is worthy of his wages. (1Tm 5:17-18)  (See Dt #22:Caring for Spiritual Leaders.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can Christians fulfill this responsibility and yet give generously out of a cheerful heart?  (See 2Co #16:Guidelines for Generosity.)

				

				

	

Nehemiah's Further Reforms

				13 At that time the book of Moses was read publicly tobh the people. The command was found written in it that no Ammonite or Moabite should ever enter the assembly of God, 2 because they did not meet the Israelites with food and water. Instead, they hired Balaam against them to curse them, but our God turned the curse into a blessing. 3 When they heard the law, they separated all those of mixed descent from Israel.

				4 Now before this, Eliashib the priest had been put in charge of the storerooms of the house of our God. He was a relativebi of Tobiah 5 and had prepared a large room for him where they had previously stored the •grain offerings, the frankincense, the articles, and the tenths of grain, new wine, and oil prescribed for the Levites, singers, and gatekeepers, along with the contributions for the priests.

				6 While all this was happening, I was not in Jerusalem, because I had returned to King Artaxerxes of Babylon in the thirty-second year of his reign. It was only later that I asked the king for a leave of absence7 so I could return to Jerusalem. Then I discovered the evil that Eliashib had done on behalf of Tobiah by providing him a room in the courts of God's house. 8 I was greatly displeased and threw all of Tobiah's household possessions out of the room. 9 I ordered that the rooms be purified, and I had the articles of the house of God restored there, along with the grain offering and frankincense. 10 I also found out that because the portions for the Levites had not been given, each of the Levites and the singers performing the service had gone back to his own field. 11 Therefore, I rebuked the officials, saying,"Why has the house of God been neglected?" I gathered the Levites and singers together and stationed them at their posts. 12 Then all Judah brought a tenth of the grain, new wine, and oil into the storehouses. 13 I appointed as treasurers over the storehouses Shelemiah the priest, Zadok the scribe, and Pedaiah of the Levites, with Hanan son of Zaccur, son of Mattaniah to assist them, because they were considered trustworthy. They were responsible for the distribution to their colleagues.

				14 Remember me for this, my God, and don't erase the deeds of faithful love I have done for the house of my God and for its services.

				15 At that time I saw people in Judah treading wine presses on the Sabbath. They were also bringing in stores of grain and loading them on donkeys, along with wine, grapes, and figs. All kinds of goods were being brought to Jerusalem on the Sabbath day. So I warned them against selling food on that day. 16 The Tyrians living there were importing fish and all kinds of merchandise and selling them on the Sabbath to the people of Judah in Jerusalem.

				17 I rebuked the nobles of Judah and said to them:"What is this evil you are doing — profaning the Sabbath day? 18 Didn't your ancestors do the same, so that our God brought all this disaster on us and on this city? And now you are rekindling His anger against Israel by profaning the Sabbath!"  (See Nm #23: Flagrant Defiance.)

				19 When shadows began to fall on the gates of Jerusalem just before the Sabbath, I gave orders that the gates be closed and not opened until after the Sabbath. I posted some of my men at the gates, so that no goods could enter during the Sabbath day. 20 Once or twice the merchants and those who sell all kinds of goods camped outside Jerusalem, 21 but I warned them,"Why are you camping in front of the wall? If you do it again, I'll use forcebj against you." After that they did not come again on the Sabbath. 22 Then I instructed the Levites to purify themselves and guard the gates in order to keep the Sabbath day holy.

				Remember me for this also, my God, and look on me with compassion in keeping with Your abundant, faithful love.

				23 In those days I also saw Jews who had married women from Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab.24 Half of their children spoke the language of Ashdod or the language of one of the other peoples but could not speak Hebrew.bk 25 I rebuked them, cursed them, beat some of their men, and pulled out their hair. I forced them to take an oath before God and said:"You must not give your daughters in marriage to their sons or take their daughters as wives for your sons or yourselves! 26 Didn't King Solomon of Israel sin in matters like this? There was not a king like him among many nations. He was loved by his God and God made him king over all Israel, yet foreign women drew him into sin. 27 Why then should we hear about you doing all this terrible evil and acting unfaithfully against our God by marrying foreign women?"  (See 1Kg #13: Moral Compromise.)

				28 Even one of the sons of Jehoiada, son of Eliashib the high priest, had become a son-in-law to Sanballat the Horonite. So I drove him away from me.

				29 Remember them, my God, for defiling the priesthood as well as the covenant of the priesthood and the Levites.

				30 So I purified them from everything foreign and assigned specific duties to each of the priests and Levites.31 I also arranged for the donation of wood at the appointed times and for the •firstfruits.

				Remember me, my God, with favor.

				A Principle to Live By - Confronting Carnal Leaders
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				#19 Spiritual leaders are to courageously confront sinful behavior when fellow leaders are causing God's people to stumble.

				Imagine how disappointing these events were for Nehemiah. He had returned to Susa for only two years, and he came back to discover many of the children of Israel violating the very vows they had made in writing. They were no longer bringing their tithes and offerings into the storehouse in order to care for those who served in the temple (vv. 4-5). Many were profaning the Sabbath by buying and selling in Jerusalem (v. 15). And most seriously, the people were once again intermarrying with pagans (v. 23). 

				Predictably, Nehemiah was very distraught—and angry. He courageously confronted this sinful behavior. This task was probably more difficult than when he first came to Israel to help rebuild the walls. However, he accomplished it because of his commitment to God and His people. He would not compromise his convictions (v. 30). 

				Though no leader in the church should deal with sinful behavior in the same harsh way as Nehemiah, we are to confront those who lead God's people astray. When Titus faced that challenge in Crete, Paul made his duty very clear:

				For there are also many rebellious people, full of empty talk and deception, especially those from Judaism. It is necessary to silence them; they overthrow whole households by teaching what they shouldn't in order to get money dishonestly. . . . This testimony is true. So, rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith and may not pay attention to Jewish myths and the commands of men who reject the truth. (Ti 1:10-11,13-14)

				Later in the same letter Paul also wrote,

				Reject a divisive person after a first and second warning, knowing that such a person is perverted and sins, being self-condemned. (Ti 3:10-11)  (See 2Tm #7:Able to Teach; Ti #4: Bold Confrontation.)

				Fortunately, as the church grew and matured, God did not place this responsibility on a single leader. This is why having a godly team of leaders is so essential in confronting these issues. Furthermore, along with confrontation, God provided a plan for restoration:

				Brothers, if someone is caught in any wrongdoing, you who are spiritual should restore such a person with a gentle spirit, watching out for yourselves so you also won't be tempted. Carry one another's burdens; in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. (Gl 6:1-2)  (See Gl #11:The Process of Restoration.)

				Reflection and Response

				In carrying out leadership responsibilities, how does living under grace in the New Testament differ from living under law in the Old Testament?
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				Esther

				Author: Unknown or Mordecai

				Date of events: 486–465 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				The book of Esther is the historical account of a young Jewish woman who became queen of Persia. Though God is never mentioned by name in the book, His activity is unmistakable. We see God's intervention when Haman, a Persian high official, began to hate Esther's legal guardian Mordecai and arranged to have him and all the Jews exterminated. However, through a series of divinely ordained circumstances, Esther saved her people. 

				Esther teaches us principles of persecution and God's sovereignty

				

				

				King Ahasuerus provides a negative example for marriage. He used women, treating them as sexual objects; he exemplified the domineering male in his sinful state, living out the curse of the fall. Christ came to save men and women from this curse and to make it possible for us to live together in marriage in mutual submission and in respect for godly roles.

				Esther teaches us principles of the redemption of marriage

				

				

				When Mordecai was targeted by the second most powerful person in the kingdom, the situation looked bleak. Still, Mordecai trusted God. When Esther seemed to be the only hope for the survival of herself and her whole nation, she risked her life for the sake of God's people. Ultimately, God honored both their faith and their human efforts. Ironically, Haman was hanged on the very gallows he had built for Mordecai.

				Esther teaches us principles of human effort and divine providence

				

				

				Esther modeled living as a godly woman in a pagan culture, complying with local cultural practices where they didn't conflict with godly morals and ethics. Mordecai refused to give a man the kind of worship that only God deserves. Persecution was the inevitable result of living in a pagan environment, but Esther and Mordecai trusted that God would bring justice in the end. 

				Esther teaches us Principles to Live By

				

			

			
				list of principles in Esther

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-12

							
								
								#1: Male Temptations

							
								
								Because of the old sin nature, men particularly must always be on guard against the temptation to use women in selfish and egotistical ways.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:13-22

							
								
								#2: Restoration in Christ

							
								
								Husbands and wives are to practice mutual love and submission as made possible through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								2:1-14

							
								
								#3: Equality in Christ

							
								
								As men and women who have put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, we are to honor and respect one another as spiritual equals.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:15-18

							
								
								#4: Unconditional Love

							
								
								We are to follow Christ's example and practice unconditional love and generosity.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								2:21-23

							
								
								#5: God's Redemptive Plan

							
								
								Regardless of the way sin dominates and controls some people's decisions and actions, we are to trust God in all circumstances ultimately to fulfill His promises.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								3:1-6

							
								
								#6: Pagan Persecution

							
								
								We should expect persecution when we live among people who are hostile toward anyone who worships the one true God.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								3:7–4:17

							
								
								#7: Unselfish Acts of Faith

							
								
								Since we claim Christ as our example, we are to be willing to sacrifice our own needs for the good of others.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								5:1-14

							
								
								#8: All Have Sinned

							
								
								Regardless of our gender, we must be on guard against our human tendency to engage in serious sinful actions against other human beings.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								6:1–7:10

							
								
								#9: God's Judgment

							
								
								We can be certain that evil people who have persecuted God's people will one day be judged.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								8:1–9:2

							
								
								#10: God's 
Unconditional Promises

							
								
								No matter how evil the world becomes, we are to put our faith in God's sovereign promise that someday Jesus Christ will deliver all true believers from this evil world.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								9:23-28

							
								
								#11: Celebrating God's Gift

							
								
								We should feel free to celebrate those events associated with the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ as the Savior of the world.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								10:1-3

							
								
								#12: Serving Faithfully

							
								
								We should serve God faithfully, knowing that we will be rewarded eternally by the King of kings and Lord of lords.

							
								
								12

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Esther

				Vashti Angers the King

				1 These events took place during the days of Ahasuerus, who ruled 127 provinces from India to •Cush. 2 In those days King Ahasuerus reigned from his royal throne in the fortress at Susa. 3 He held a feast in the third year of his reign for all his officials and staff, the army of Persia and Media, the nobles, and the officials from the provinces. 4 He displayed the glorious wealth of his kingdom and the magnificent splendor of his greatness for a total of 180 days.

				5 At the end of this time, the king held a week-long banquet in the garden courtyard of the royal palace for all the people, from the greatest to the least, who were present in the fortress of Susa. 6 White and violet linen hangings were fastened with fine white and purple linen cords to silver rods on marblea columns. Gold and silver couches were arranged on a mosaic pavement of red feldspar,b marble,c mother-of-pearl, and precious stones.

				7 Beverages were served in an array of gold goblets, each with a different design. Royal wine flowed freely, according to the king's bounty 8 and no restraint was placed on the drinking. The king had ordered every wine steward in his household to serve as much as each person wanted. 9 Queen Vashti also gave a feast for the women of King Ahasuerus's palace.

				10 On the seventh day, when the king was feeling good from the wine, Ahasuerus commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar, and Carkas, the seven eunuchs who personally served him, 11 to bring Queen Vashti before him with her royal crown. He wanted to show off her beauty to the people and the officials, because she was very beautiful.12 But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king's command that was delivered by his eunuchs. The king became furious and his anger burned within him.

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Male Temptations

				[image: Getz0483.png]

				#1 Because of the old sin nature, men particularly must always be on guard against the temptation to use women in selfish and egotistical ways.

				When God decided to inspire the authors of Scripture to record the story of humanity, He did not cover up the impact of sin. Those God chose to be a part of His great salvation plan—men like Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—certainly demonstrate male fallenness. Even King David, who is described as a man after God's heart, committed adultery and tried to cover it up with murder. How tragic!  (See 2Sm #6 through #11)

				Ahasuerus, a pagan king, had no concern whatsoever for Vashti's feelings and sense of dignity. Some Jewish scholars believe that this licentious monarch commanded his chief wife to appear before a horde of inebriated guests wearing only her crown. Obviously, he was motivated by selfishness, arrogance, and lust.  (See Mt #35:Sexual Sins.)

				This is why the apostle Paul addressed this issue so clearly and directly in his letters. Christian husbands, who in their pagan state had given"themselves over to promiscuity for the practice of every kind of impurity with a desire for more and more," were now to love their wives"just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself for her" (Eph 4:19; 5:25; see also Col 3:18-19). They were to follow Christ's example of purity, unselfishness, and humility (Php 2:5-8).  (See Php #6:Imitating Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some specific manifestations of this sinful inclination in men today?

				

				

	

The King's Decree

				13 The king consulted the wise men who understood the times,d for it was his normal procedure to confer with experts in law and justice. 14 The most trusted onese were Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan. They were the seven officials of Persia and Media who had personal access to the king and occupied the highest positions in the kingdom. 15 The king asked,"According to the law, what should be done with Queen Vashti, since she refused to obey King Ahasuerus's command that was delivered by the eunuchs?"

				16 Memucan said in the presence of the king and his officials,"Queen Vashti has wronged not only the king, but all the officials and the peoples who are in every one of King Ahasuerus's provinces.17 For the queen's action will become public knowledge to all the women and cause them to despise their husbands and say, 'King Ahasuerus ordered Queen Vashti brought before him, but she did not come.' 18 Before this day is over, the noble women of Persia and Media who hear about the queen's act will say the same thing to all the king's officials, resulting in more contempt and fury.

				19 "If it meets the king's approval, he should personally issue a royal decree. Let it be recorded in the laws of Persia and Media, so that it cannot be revoked: Vashti is not to enter King Ahasuerus's presence, and her royal position is to be given to another woman who is more worthy than she.20 The decree the king issues will be heard throughout his vast kingdom, so all women will honor their husbands, from the least to the greatest."

				21 The king and his counselors approved the proposal, and he followed Memucan's advice. 22 He sent letters to all the royal provinces, to each province in its own script and to each ethnic group in its own language, that every man should be master of his own house and speak in the language of his own people.

				A Principle to Live By - Restoration in Christ

				[image: Getz0484.png]

				#2 Husbands and wives are to practice mutual love and submission as made possible through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

				Very few women in today's world would blame Vashti for resisting King Ahasuerus and refusing to give up her dignity to be put on display by her drunken husband. In fact, we should applaud her! 

				Consequently, Ahasuerus and his cohorts felt threatened and insecure. The only way they knew to handle the problem was to let women everywhere know they would get into serious trouble if they dishonored their husbands by not allowing them to do whatever they wanted.  (See Gn #6:Avoiding Marital Conflict.)

				The apostle Paul addressed this sin pattern. Husbands are to love their wives as Christ loved them when He died on the cross, and wives are to recognize the authority that God has given their husbands and submit to them as if they are submitting to Jesus Christ Himself (Eph 5:22-26; Col 3:18-19). Though the marital relationship that was terribly marred in the Garden of Eden will never be totally restored until Jesus returns and transforms all of us into His image, we have the potential to grow into a loving, reciprocal relationship that is indeed supernatural.  (See Eph #14:Walking in Love and Submission.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways can a husband or wife practice mutual love and submission and still recognize a husband's God-ordained authority?

				

				

	

Search for a New Queen

				2 Some time later, when King Ahasuerus's rage had cooled down, he remembered Vashti, what she had done, and what was decided against her.2 The king's personal attendantsf suggested,"Let a search be made for beautiful young women for the king.3 Let the king appoint commissioners in each province of his kingdom, so that they may assemble all the beautiful young women to the harem at the fortress of Susa. Put them under the care of Hegai, the king's eunuch, who is in charge of the women, and give them the required beauty treatments. 4 Then the young woman who pleases the king will become queen instead of Vashti." This suggestion pleased the king, and he did accordingly.

				5 In the fortress of Susa, there was a Jewish man named Mordecai son of Jair, son of Shimei, son of Kish, a Benjaminite. 6 He had been taken into exile from Jerusalem with the other captives when King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon took King Jeconiah of Judah into exile.7 Mordecai was the legal guardian of his cousing Hadassah (that is, Esther), because she didn't have a father or mother. The young woman had a beautiful figure and was extremely good-looking. When her father and mother died, Mordecai had adopted her as his own daughter.

				8 When the king's command and edict became public knowledge, many young women gathered at the fortress of Susa under Hegai's care. Esther was also taken to the palace and placed under the care of Hegai, who was in charge of the women. 9 The young woman pleased him and gained his favorh so that he accelerated the process of the beauty treatments and the special diet that she received. He assigned seven hand-picked female servants to her from the palace and transferred her and her servants to the harem's best quarters.

				10 Esther did not reveal her ethnic background or her birthplace, because Mordecai had ordered her not to. 11 Every day Mordecai took a walk in front of the harem's courtyard to learn how Esther was doing and to see what was happening to her.

				12 During the year before each young woman's turn to go to King Ahasuerus, the harem regulation required her to receive beauty treatments with oil of myrrh for six months and then with perfumes and cosmetics for another six months. 13 When the young woman would go to the king, she was given whatever she requested to take with her from the harem to the palace. 14 She would go in the evening, and in the morning she would return to a second harem under the supervision of Shaashgaz, the king's eunuch in charge of the concubines. She never went to the king again, unless he desired her and summoned her by name.

				A Principle to Live By - Equality in Christ
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				#3 As men and women who have put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, we are to honor and respect one another as spiritual equals. 

				King Ahasuerus once again took the results of sin to its lowest levels with regard to male-female relationships: 

				
						First, young virgin women were forced to enter the king's harem. 

						Second, they were forced to undergo elaborate, prolonged preparations just to spend one night with the king. 

						Third, all the women except the one the king chose entered a second harem and never entered his presence again. In essence, after they had been violated, they became slaves and virtual widows, all because of one man's licentious and selfish sexual desires.

				

				Jesus Christ came to free women from this kind of male bondage. Paul made it very clear that in Christ we are equals:

				For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ like a garment. There is no Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, heirs according to the promise. (Gl 3:26-29)  (See Gl #6:Unity in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can men and women be totally equal in Christ and yet function with male leadership in marriage, in family structures, and in the church?

				

				

	

Esther Becomes Queen

				15 Esther was the daughter of Abihail, the uncle of Mordecai who had adopted her as his own daughter. When her turn came to go to the king, she did not ask for anything except what Hegai, the king's trusted official in charge of the harem, suggested. Esther won approval in the sight of everyone who saw her.

				16 She was taken to King Ahasuerus in the royal palace in the tenth month, the month Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign.17 The king loved Esther more than all the other women. She won more favor and approval from him than did any of the other young women. He placed the royal crown on her head and made her queen in place of Vashti.18 The king held a great banquet for all his officials and staff. It was Esther's banquet. He freed his provinces from tax payments and gave gifts worthy of the king's bounty.

				A Principle to Live By - Unconditional Love
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				#4 We are to follow Christ's example and practice unconditional love and generosity. 

				King Ahasuerus' love was anything but unconditional. When Vashti honored and pleased him, he honored and pleased her. When she appropriately resisted his licentious demand, he banished her from his presence. When he chose Esther to replace her, he continued the same behavior. If Esther had crossed him in any way, he would have treated her just like he treated Vashti. When his ego needs were met, he was a generous man. In other words, in holding a banquet for Esther, he really was honoring himself. 

				Prior to addressing husbands and wives, Paul made a very specific exhortation to all 
believers:

				And be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving one another, just as God also forgave you in Christ. Therefore, be imitators of God, as dearly loved children. And walk in love, as the Messiah also loved us and gave Himself for us, a sacrificial and fragrant offering to God. (Eph 4:32–5:2)  (See Eph #11:Walking in Love.)

				Loving unconditionally is perhaps the greatest challenge we all face as Christians. It's easy to respond positively to others when they are positive toward us. This is especially true in a marriage relationship. However, to love as Christ loved when that love is not reciprocal is very difficult. In fact, it's virtually impossible apart from the inner strength we can experience when we are controlled by the Holy Spirit. In Christ, we have hope, and as Paul explained in his letter to the Romans,

				This hope will not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. (Rm 5:5)  (See Rm #14:The Indwelling Spirit.)

				Gods' plan, of course, is that love be reciprocal. Husbands and wives are to love each other as Christ loved them. But there are times when this mutuality becomes difficult, calling for supernatural, unconditional love. 

				Reflection and Response

				How can we be people who love unconditionally and at the same time not allow someone to continue to treat us in irresponsible and sinful ways?

				

				19 When the young women were assembled together for a second time, Mordecai was sitting at the King's Gate. 20 Esther still had not revealed her birthplace or her ethnic background, as Mordecai had directed. She obeyed Mordecai's orders, as she always had while he raised her.

				

	

Mordecai Saves the King

				21 During those days while Mordecai was sitting at the King's Gate, Bigthan and Teresh, two eunuchs who guarded the king's entrance, became infuriated and planned to assassinatei King Ahasuerus. 22 When Mordecai learned of the plot, he reported it to Queen Esther, and she told the king on Mordecai's behalf.23 When the report was investigated and verified, both men were hanged on the gallows. This event was recorded in the Historical Record in the king's presence.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Redemptive Plan

				#5 Regardless of the way sin dominates and controls some people's decisions and actions, we are to trust God in all circumstances ultimately to fulfill His promises. 

				[image: Getz0487.png]

				In essence, the book of Esther takes us back to the unconditional promises and covenant God made with Abraham—that He would always protect a remnant in Israel and"all the peoples on earth will be blessed through" Abraham's seed (Gn 12:3). Even though God also promised judgment and curses on the children of Israel if they continually disobeyed His commands, He would never ultimately forsake His people. This is dramatically illustrated when God sovereignly saved Mordecai, Esther, and the Jewish people from total annihilation. There would always be a remnant, and eventually through that remnant they would become a blessing to the whole world when the Messiah—God's One and Only Son—came to redeem His people.  (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				In the midst of persecution and potential extermination, God also used Esther and Mordecai to be a part of His great redemptive plan for all mankind, including both Jews and Gentiles. As John recorded in his Gospel,

				He came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him. But to all who did receive Him, He gave them the right to be children of God, to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood, or of the will of the flesh, or of the will of man, but of God. (Jn 1:11-13)  (See Jn #2:The Deity of Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				When we are experiencing the devastating results of sin in the world, especially when we are persecuted by others' selfish actions, why is it so important to be able to comprehend God's overall redemptive plan for mankind?  (See 1Tm #4:Prayer for Government Leaders.)

				

				

	

Haman's Plan to Kill the Jews

				3 After all this took place, King Ahasuerus honored Haman, son of Hammedatha the Agagite. He promoted him in rank and gave him a higher position than all the other officials.2 The entire royal staff at the King's Gate bowed down and paid homage to Haman, because the king had commanded this to be done for him. But Mordecai would not bow down or pay homage.3 The members of the royal staff at the King's Gate asked Mordecai,"Why are you disobeying the king's command?" 4 When they had warned him day after day and he still would not listen to them, they told Haman to see if Mordecai's actions would be tolerated, since he had told them he was a Jew.

				5 When Haman saw that Mordecai was not bowing down or paying him homage, he was filled with rage.6 And when he learned of Mordecai's ethnic identity, Haman decided not to do away withj Mordecai alone. He planned to destroy all of Mordecai's people, the Jews, throughout Ahasuerus's kingdom.

				A Principle to Live By - Pagan Persecution
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				#6 We should expect persecution when we live among people who are hostile toward anyone who worships the one true God.

				This principle is illustrated in Mordecai's experience when he refused to bow before a mere mortal. Though we are not given specifics regarding what Haman was demanding, we can be sure Mordecai believed this act of homage would compromise his commitment to the first two commandments Israel received at Mount Sinai:

				Do not have other gods besides Me. . . . You must not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the fathers' sin, to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me. (Ex 20:3,5; see also Dt 6:4-5.)

				Haman was intensely angry at Mordecai's refusal to bow before him. When he discovered Mordecai's heritage, he decided to exterminate the entire Jewish population. 

				In the New Testament world, Christians periodically faced this kind of persecution. This is why Paul and Barnabas reminded believers,"It is necessary to pass through many troubles on our way into the kingdom of God" (Ac 14:22).  (See Ac #11:Resentment and Persecution.)

				Paul's last days on earth were spent in a dungeon in Rome because of his commitment to preaching the gospel. Writing his final letter before he gave his life as a martyr, he informed Timothy that"all those who want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted" (2Tm 3:12). He then prophesied,

				Evil people and impostors will become worse, deceiving and being deceived. (2Tm 3:13)

				On the other hand, Paul instructed Christians to keep this kind of hostility at a minimum by wisely choosing our battles against evil. Without compromising our faith, we should do all we can to avoid making unbelievers angry. Peter also wrote,

				Submit to every human authority because of the Lord, whether to the Emperor as the supreme authority or to governors as those sent out by him to punish those who do what is evil and to praise those who do what is good. For it is God's will that you silence the ignorance of foolish people by doing good. As God's slaves, live as free people, but don't use your freedom as a way to conceal evil. Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the Emperor. (1Pt 2:13-17)  (See 1Pt #6:Human Institutions.)

				Reflection and Response

				In our own culture today, how can we be true to our faith and avoid any form of compromise? 

				

				7 In the first month, the month of Nisan, in King Ahasuerus's twelfth year, Pur (that is, the lot) was cast before Haman for each day in each month, and it fell on the twelfth month, the month Adar. 8 Then Haman informed King Ahasuerus,"There is one ethnic group, scattered throughout the peoples in every province of your kingdom, yet living in isolation. Their laws are different from everyone else's and they do not obey the king's laws. It is not in the king's best interest to tolerate them.9 If the king approves, let an order be drawn up authorizing their destruction, and I will pay 375 tons of silver tok the accountants for deposit in the royal treasury."

				10 The king removed his signet ring from his finger and gave it to Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of the Jewish people.11 Then the king told Haman,"The money and people are given to you to do with as you see fit."

				12 The royal scribes were summoned on the thirteenth day of the first month, and the order was written exactly as Haman commanded. It was intended for the royal satraps, the governors of each of the provinces, and the officials of each ethnic group and written for each province in its own script and to each ethnic group in its own language. It was written in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed with the royal signet ring. 13 Letters were sent by couriers to each of the royal provinces telling the officials to destroy, kill, and annihilate all the Jewish people — young and old, women and children — and plunder their possessions on a single day, the thirteenth day of Adar, the twelfth month. l

				14 A copy of the text, issued as law throughout every province, was distributed to all the peoples so that they might get ready for that day. 15 The couriers left, spurred on by royal command, and the law was issued in the fortress of Susa. The king and Haman sat down to drink, while the city of Susa was in confusion.

				

	

Mordecai Appeals to Esther

				4 When Mordecai learned all that had occurred, he tore his clothes, put on •sackcloth and ashes, went into the middle of the city, and cried loudly and bitterly. 2 He only went as far as the King's Gate, since the law prohibited anyone wearing sackcloth from entering the King's Gate. 3 There was great mourning among the Jewish people in every province where the king's command and edict came. They fasted, wept, and lamented, and many lay on sackcloth and ashes.

				4 Esther's female servants and her eunuchs came and reported the news to her, and the queen was overcome with fear. She sent clothes for Mordecai to wear so he could take off his sackcloth, but he did not accept them. 5 Esther summoned Hathach, one of the king's eunuchs assigned to her, and dispatched him to Mordecai to learn what he was doing and why.m 6 So Hathach went out to Mordecai in the city square in front of the King's Gate. 7 Mordecai told him everything that had happened as well as the exact amount of money Haman had promised to pay the royal treasury for the slaughter of the Jews.

				8 Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written decree issued in Susa ordering their destruction, so that Hathach might show it to Esther, explain it to her, and command her to approach the king, implore his favor, and plead with him personally for her people. 9 Hathach came and repeated Mordecai's response to Esther.

				10 Esther spoke to Hathach and commanded him to tell Mordecai, 11 "All the royal officials and the people of the royal provinces know that one law applies to every man or woman who approaches the king in the inner courtyard and who has not been summoned — the death penalty. Only if the king extends the gold scepter will that person live. I have not been summoned to appear before the king for the lastn 30 days." 12 Esther's response was reported to Mordecai.

				13 Mordecai told the messenger to reply to Esther,"Don't think that you will escape the fate of all the Jews because you are in the king's palace. 14 If you keep silent at this time, liberation and deliverance will come to the Jewish people from another place, but you and your father's house will be destroyed. Who knows, perhaps you have come to your royal position for such a time as this."

				15 Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 "Go and assemble all the Jews who can be found in Susa and fast for me. Don't eat or drink for three days, day or night. I and my female servants will also fast in the same way. After that, I will go to the king even if it is against the law. If I perish, I perish."17 So Mordecai went and did everything Esther had ordered him.

				A Principle to Live By - Unselfish Acts of Faith
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				#7 Since we claim Christ as our example, we are to be willing to sacrifice our own needs for the good of others.

				"Filled with rage" because Mordecai would not bow down to him, Haman convinced King Ahasuerus to issue a decree to destroy the entire Jewish population scattered throughout his empire (3:5-9). Sensing the seriousness of this evil scheme, Mordecai concluded that Esther might be the person who could convince the king to reverse this insidious plot—even though it would take a miracle to change a Persian law. Initially and understandably, Esther was terribly frightened. However, her own fate was tied to her people's fate (4:13). Furthermore, Mordecai gave her another perspective on this crisis:"Who knows, perhaps you have come to your royal position for such a time as this" (4:14).

				Esther made a very difficult decision. She knew that if she entered the king's presence uninvited, she could lose her life if he did not extend to her the golden scepter (4:11-12). Requesting prayer and fasting from her fellow Jews, she concluded,"If I perish, I perish" (4:16). 

				Few of us have ever been faced with the challenge to lay down our lives in order to carry out God's purposes in this world. However, in the New Testament world, this was frequent. James was beheaded for the cause of Christ. According to tradition, Peter was crucified upside down. Paul faced incredible persecution. Even when Paul faced death—knowing they could destroy his body but not his soul—he penned these final words: 

				The Lord will rescue me from every evil work and will bring me safely into His heavenly kingdom. To Him be the glory forever and ever! Amen. (2Tm 4:18)  (See Php #4:Eternal Values.)

				There are Christians in various parts of the world who are literally giving their lives because of their commitment to Jesus Christ. It is God's will that we not make selfish decisions when we can be used to serve others.

				Reflection and Response

				When was the last time you made an unselfish, sacrificial decision in order to help fellow believers who could not help themselves?

				

				

	

Esther Approaches the King

				5 On the third day, Esther dressed up in her royal clothing and stood in the inner courtyard of the palace facing it. The king was sitting on his royal throne in the royal courtroom, facing its entrance. 2 As soon as the king saw Queen Esther standing in the courtyard, she won his approval.o The king extended the gold scepter in his hand toward Esther, and she approached and touched the tip of the scepter.

				3 "What is it, Queen Esther?" the king asked her."Whatever you want, even to half the kingdom, will be given to you."

				4 "If it pleases the king," Esther replied,"may the king and Haman come today to the banquet I have prepared for them."

				5 The king commanded,"Hurry, and get Haman so we can do as Esther has requested." So the king and Haman went to the banquet Esther had prepared.

				6 While drinking thep wine, the king asked Esther,"Whatever you ask will be given to you. Whatever you want, even to half the kingdom, will be done."

				7 Esther answered,"This is my petition and my request: 8 If the king approves of meq and if it pleases the king to grant my petition and perform my request, may the king and Haman come to the banquet I will prepare for them. Tomorrow I will do what the king has asked."

				9 That day Haman left full of joy and in good spirits.r But when Haman saw Mordecai at the King's Gate, and Mordecai didn't rise or tremble in fear at his presence, Haman was filled with rage toward Mordecai.10 Yet Haman controlled himself and went home. He sent for his friends and his wife Zeresh to join him. 11 Then Haman described for them his glorious wealth and his many sons. He told them all how the king had honored him and promoted him in rank over the other officials and the royal staff.12 "What's more," Haman added,"Queen Esther invited no one but me to join the king at the banquet she had prepared. I am invited again tomorrow to join her with the king. 13 Still, none of this satisfies me since I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the King's Gate all the time."

				14 His wife Zeresh and all his friends told him,"Have them build a gallows 75 feets high. Ask the king in the morning to hang Mordecai on it. Then go to the banquet with the king and enjoy yourself." The advice pleased Haman, so he had the gallows constructed.

				A Principle to Live By - All Have Sinned
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				#8 Regardless of our gender, we must be on guard against our human tendency to engage in serious sinful actions against other human beings.

				Following a banquet, which seemed to be in his honor, Haman told his wife about his good fortune but also shared his rage against Mordecai. It's at this point we see how evil Haman's wife, Zeresh, had become. She saw this as an opportunity to convince the king to take Mordecai's life. 

				We must not forget that"all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Rm 3:23). This summary statement follows a description of the sinful behavior of both men and women. Though men historically have led in acting out their"degrading passions," Paul stated that"even their females" followed and initiated perverted behaviors (Rm 1:26). And who can forget Jezebel, the pagan wife of Ahab, king of Israel? To this day, her name is synonymous with evil. (See 2Kg #15:God's Justice; Rv #6: Church Discipline.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why would any woman stoop to the kind of evil behavior that characterized Jezebel and Zeresh?

				

				

	

Mordecai Honored by the King

				6 That night sleep escaped the king, so he ordered the book recording daily events to be brought and read to the king. 2 They found the written report of how Mordecai had informed on Bigthana and Teresh, two eunuchs who guarded the king's entrance, when they planned to assassinate King Ahasuerus. 3 The king inquired,"What honor and special recognition have been given to Mordecai for this act?"

				The king's personal attendants replied,"Nothing has been done for him."

				4 The king asked,"Who is in the court?" Now Haman was just entering the outer court of the palace to ask the king to hang Mordecai on the gallows he had prepared for him.

				5 The king's attendants answered him,"Haman is there, standing in the court."

				"Have him enter," the king ordered.

				6 Haman entered, and the king asked him,"What should be done for the man the king wants to honor?"

				Haman thought to himself,"Who is it the king would want to honor more than me?" 7 Haman told the king,"For the man the king wants to honor: 8 Have them bring a royal garment that the king himself has worn and a horse the king himself has ridden, which has a royal diadem on its head. 9 Put the garment and the horse under the charge of one of the king's most noble officials. Have them clothe the man the king wants to honor, parade him on the horse through the city square, and proclaim before him, 'This is what is done for the man the king wants to honor.'"

				10 The king told Haman,"Hurry, and do just as you proposed. Take a garment and a horse for Mordecai the Jew, who is sitting at the King's Gate. Do not leave out anything you have suggested." 11 So Haman took the garment and the horse. He clothed Mordecai and paraded him through the city square, crying out before him,"This is what is done for the man the king wants to honor."

				12 Then Mordecai returned to the King's Gate, but Haman, overwhelmed,t hurried off for home with his head covered. 13 Haman told his wife Zeresh and all his friends everything that had happened. His advisers and his wife Zeresh said to him,"Since Mordecai is Jewish, and you have begun to fall before him, you won't overcome him, because your downfall is certain." 14 While they were still speaking with him, the eunuchs of the king arrived and rushed Haman to the banquet Esther had prepared.

				

	

Haman Is Executed

				7 The king and Haman came to feastu with Esther the queen. 2 Once again, on the second day while drinking wine, the king asked Esther,"Queen Esther, whatever you ask will be given to you. Whatever you seek, even to half the kingdom, will be done."

				3 Queen Esther answered,"If I have obtained your approval,v my king, and if the king is pleased, spare my life — this is my request; and spare my people — this is my desire.4 For my people and I have been sold out to destruction, death, and extermination. If we had merely been sold as male and female slaves, I would have kept silent. Indeed, the trouble wouldn't be worth burdening the king."

				5 King Ahasuerus spoke up and asked Queen Esther,"Who is this, and where is the one who would devise such a scheme?"w

				6 Esther answered,"The adversary and enemy is this evil Haman."

				Haman stood terrified before the king and queen. 7 Angered by this, the king arose from where they were drinking wine and went to the palace garden. Haman remained to beg Queen Esther for his life because he realized the king was planning something terrible for him. 8 Just as the king returned from the palace garden to the house of wine drinking, Haman was falling on the couch where Esther was reclining. The king exclaimed,"Would he actually violate the queen while I am in the palace?" As soon as the statement left the king's mouth, Haman's face was covered.

				9 Harbona, one of the royal eunuchs, said:"There is a gallows 75 feetx tall at Haman's house that he made for Mordecai, who gave the report that savedy the king."

				The king commanded,"Hang him on it."

				10 They hanged Haman on the gallows he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the king's anger subsided.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Judgment
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				#9 We can be certain that evil people who have persecuted God's people will one day be
 judged. 

				We see once again God's sovereign control in unfolding His redemptive plan. Ahasuerus discovered what Mordecai had done years earlier to save his life. Ironically, when Haman entered the king's court to ask for Mordecai's death, the king asked him what he should do to honor a particular individual. Assuming he was that person, Haman outlined a public ceremony. You can imagine the look of horror on Haman's face when he discovered the man the king wanted to honor was Mordecai, and he, Haman, was the man the king appointed to carry out the plan (chap. 6). How ironic and humiliating! 

				The story concludes dramatically and rather quickly. Esther exposed Haman's evil scheme. In another twist of irony, the king hanged Haman on the gallows he had built for Mordecai.

				Eventually Jesus Christ will judge all those who persecute God's people. That is not our responsibility. Paul wrote,

				If possible, on your part, live at peace with everyone. Friends, do not avenge yourselves; instead, leave room for His wrath. For it is written: Vengeance belongs to Me; I will repay, says the Lord. . . . Do not be conquered by evil, but conquer evil with good. (Rm 12:18-19,21)  (See Rm #24:Avoiding Vengeance.)

				This does not mean that evil should not be dealt with. Paul went on to discuss the role of government in dealing with criminal activity (Rm 13:4). Then again, even governments become corrupt. However, someday the Lord Himself will rule and reign as King of kings and Lord of lords:

				So that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow—of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth—and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Php 2:10-11)  (See Is #23:King of Kings.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though we are not to take the law into our own hands, what should be our civic responsibilities as Christians and citizens? 

				

				

	

Esther Intervenes for the Jews

				8 That same day King Ahasuerus awarded Queen Esther the estate of Haman, the enemy of the Jews. Mordecai entered the king's presence because Esther had revealed her relationship to Mordecai.2 The king removed his signet ring he had recovered from Haman and gave it to Mordecai, and Esther put him in charge of Haman's estate.

				3 Then Esther addressed the king again. She fell at his feet, wept, and begged him to revoke the evil of Haman the Agagite, and his plot he had devised against the Jews.4 The king extended the gold scepter toward Esther, so she got up and stood before the king.

				5 She said,"If it pleases the king, and I have found approval before him, if the matter seems right to the king and I am pleasing in his sight, let a royal edict be written. Let it revoke the documents the scheming Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite, wrote to destroy the Jews who are in all the king's provinces. 6 For how could I bear to see the disaster that would come on my people? How could I bear to see the destruction of my relatives?"

				7 King Ahasuerus said to Esther the Queen and to Mordecai the Jew,"Look, I have given Haman's estate to Esther, and he was hanged on the gallows because he attackedz the Jews.8 You may write in the king's name whatever pleases you concerning the Jews, and seal it with the royal signet ring. A document written in the king's name and sealed with the royal signet ring cannot be revoked."

				9 On the twenty-third day of the third month (that is, the month Sivan), the royal scribes were summoned. Everything was written exactly as Mordecai ordered for the Jews, to the satraps, the governors, and the officials of the 127 provinces from India to •Cush. The edict was written for each province in its own script, for each ethnic group in its own language, and to the Jews in their own script and language.

				10 Mordecai wrote in King Ahasuerus's name and sealed the edicts with the royal signet ring. He sent the documents by mounted couriers, who rode fast horses bred from the royal racing mares.

				11 The king's edict gave the Jews in each and every city the right to assemble and defend themselves, to destroy, kill, and annihilate every ethnic and provincial army hostile to them, including women and children, and to take their possessions as spoils of war.12 This would take place on a single day throughout all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month Adar.

				13 A copy of the text, issued as law throughout every province, was distributed to all the peoples so the Jews could be ready to avenge themselves against their enemies on that day. 14 The couriers rode out in haste on their royal horses at the king's urgent command. The law was also issued in the fortress of Susa.

				15 Mordecai went from the king's presence clothed in royal purple and white, with a great gold crown and a purple robe of fine linen. The city of Susa shouted and rejoiced, 16 and the Jews celebratedaa with gladness, joy, and honor. 17 In every province and every city, wherever the king's command and his law reached, joy and rejoicing took place among the Jews. There was a celebration and a holiday.ab And many of the ethnic groups of the land professed themselves to be Jews because fear of the Jews had overcome them.

				

	

Victories of the Jews

				9 The king's command and law went into effect on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month Adar. On the day when the Jews' enemies had hoped to overpower them, just the opposite happened. The Jews overpowered those who hated them.2 In each of King Ahasuerus's provinces the Jews assembled in their cities to attack those who intended to harm them.ac Not a single person could withstand them; terror of them fell on every nationality.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Unconditional Promises
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				#10 No matter how evil the world becomes, we are to put our faith in God's sovereign promise that someday Jesus Christ will deliver all true believers from this evil world.

				Though the author of the book of Esther never mentions God's name, we see His sovereign hand delivering the Jews when Haman planned to exterminate them. God was orchestrating history in order to fulfill His unconditional promise to Abraham—that through him"all the peoples on earth will be blessed" (Gn 12:3).  (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				This promise was initially fulfilled when the Lord Jesus Christ was born of Mary, providing eternal salvation for all who receive the Son of God as Savior (Jn 1:11-12). Beyond that, God has promised that all believers will someday be delivered from this evil world and from the judgment that He will bring on those who reject His Son. Paul made this point very clear:

				For you yourselves know very well that the Day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. When they say,"Peace and security," then sudden destruction comes on them, like labor pains come on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you, brothers, are not in the dark, for this day to overtake you like a thief. . . . For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him. (1Th 5:2-4,9-10)  (See 1Th #10:Christ's Return.)

				Paul affirmed the certainty of God's protection and deliverance. Furthermore, if God kept His unconditional promise to Abraham to be the channel through whom He would reveal the Messiah the first time, we can certainly trust God to keep His promise regarding the second coming of Christ at the end of the age.

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways should God's unconditional promises be encouraging to all true believers, regardless of what happens in this world?  (See Rm #16:Security in Christ.)

				

				3 All the officials of the provinces, the satraps, the governors, and the royal civil administratorsad aided the Jews because they were afraid of Mordecai. 4 For Mordecai exercised great power in the palace, and his fame spread throughout the provinces as he became more and more powerful.

				5 The Jews put all their enemies to the sword, killing and destroying them. They did what they pleased to those who hated them. 6 In the fortress of Susa the Jews killed and destroyed 500 men, 7 including Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha, 8 Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha, 9 Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and Vaizatha. 10 They killed these 10 sons of Haman son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews. However, they did not seizeae any plunder.

				11 On that day the number of people killed in the fortress of Susa was reported to the king. 12 The king said to Queen Esther,"In the fortress of Susa the Jews have killed and destroyed 500 men, including Haman's 10 sons. What have they done in the rest of the royal provinces? Whatever you ask will be given to you. Whatever you seek will also be done."

				13 Esther answered,"If it pleases the king, may the Jews who are in Susa also have tomorrow to carry out today's law, and may the bodies of Haman's 10 sons be hung on the gallows." 14 The king gave the orders for this to be done, so a law was announced in Susa, and they hung the bodies of Haman's 10 sons. 15 The Jews in Susa assembled again on the fourteenth day of the month of Adar and killed 300 men in Susa, but they did not seizeaf any plunder.

				16 The rest of the Jews in the royal provinces assembled, defended themselves, and got rid ofag their enemies. They killed 75,000 ah of those who hated them, but they did not seizeai any plunder. 17 They fought on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar and rested on the fourteenth, and it became a day of feasting and rejoicing.

				18 But the Jews in Susa had assembled on the thirteenth and the fourteenth days of the month. They rested on the fifteenth day of the month, and it became a day of feasting and rejoicing. 19 This explains why the rural Jews who live in villages observe the fourteenth day of the month of Adar as a time of rejoicing and feasting. It is a holiday when they send gifts to one another.

				20 Mordecai recorded these events and sent letters to all the Jews in all of King Ahasuerus's provinces, both near and far. 21 He ordered them to celebrate the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month Adar every year 22 because during those days the Jews got rid ofaj their enemies. That was the month when their sorrow was turned into rejoicing and their mourning into a holiday. They were to be days of feasting, rejoicing, and of sending gifts to one another and the poor.

				23 So the Jews agreed to continue the practice they had begun, as Mordecai had written them to do. 24 For Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had plotted against the Jews to destroy them. He cast the Pur (that is, the lot) to crush and destroy them. 25 But when the matter was brought before the king, he commanded by letter that the evil plan Haman had devised against the Jews return on his own head and that he should be hanged with his sons on the gallows. 26 For this reason these days are called Purim, from the word Pur.

				Because of all the instructions in this letter as well as what they had witnessed and what had happened to them, 27 the Jews bound themselves, their descendants, and all who joined with them to a commitment that they would not fail to celebrate these two days each and every year according to the written instructions and according to the time appointed. 28 These days are remembered and celebrated by every generation, family, province, and city, so that these days of Purim will not lose their significance in Jewish life ak and their memory will not fade from their descendants.

				A Principle to Live By - Celebrating God's Gift

				[image: Getz0493.png]

				#11 We should feel free to celebrate those events associated with the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ as the Savior of the world. 

				The feast of Purim was established by Mordecai to celebrate the Jews' deliverance from the planned purge engineered by Haman. Purim is derived from"pur," the lot that was cast to determine the day all Jews were to be killed. Though originating out of a pagan ritual, Mordecai used this event to celebrate God's deliverance. 

				Today we celebrate Christmas and Easter to remember the birth of Christ and His resurrection. Both days were set aside later in Christian history subsequent to the New Testament story, just as the feast of Purim was established centuries after God revealed His laws to Moses. Both Christmas and Easter have non-Christian elements in their history. The giving of presents was a Roman custom and the Yule tree and Yule log are remnants of nature worship. The word Easter is related to Eastre, the goddess of spring in the Saxon tradition. 

				Unfortunately, some people today will have nothing to do with these special holidays because of these pagan connections. However, these elements need not distract from the true meaning of Christmas and Easter today, just as the pagan practice of Purim has not kept God-fearing Jews from celebrating God's sovereign deliverance from a Persian holocaust. Paul addressed this issue. We have freedom as long as that freedom focuses on Jesus Christ. Thus Paul wrote,

				Therefore, don't let anyone judge you in regard to food and drink or in the matter of a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day. . . . And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. (Col 2:16; 3:17)  (See Rm #28:Accepting One Another.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we make sure that Christmas trees, gift giving, and Easter eggs do not detract from the true meaning of Christ's birth and resurrection?

				

				29 Queen Esther daughter of Abihail, along with Mordecai the Jew, wrote this second letter with full authority to confirm the letter about Purim. 30 He sent letters with messages of peace and faithfulness to all the Jews who were in the 127 provinces of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, 31 in order to confirm these days of Purim at their proper time just as Mordecai the Jew and Queen Esther had established them and just as they had committed themselves and their descendants to the practices of fasting and lamentation. 32 So Esther's command confirmed these customs of Purim, which were then written into the record.

				

	

Mordecai's Fame

				10 King Ahasuerus imposed a tax throughout the land even to the farthest shores.al2 All of his powerful and magnificent accomplishments and the detailed account of Mordecai's great rank to which the king had honored him, have they not been written in the Historical Records of the Kings of Media and Persia?3 Mordecai the Jew was second only to King Ahasuerus, famous among the Jews, and highly popular with many of his relatives. He continued to seek good for his people and to speak for the welfare of all his descendants.

				A Principle to Live By - Serving Faithfully
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				#12 We should serve God faithfully, knowing that we will be rewarded eternally by the King of kings and Lord of lords.

				Through God's sovereign and providential grace, Mordecai and Esther and their fellow Jews were delivered from death. We're told particularly that Mordecai was highly honored in Media and Persia, being"second only to King Ahasuerus" (v. 3). 

				The rewards described for Mordecai were temporal. Rewards described for being faithful Christians are primarily eternal. Jesus called them"treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves don't break in and steal" (Mt 6:20). 

				When life seems difficult and even threatening, we must take comfort in the promise written by the author of Hebrews:

				For God is not unjust; He will not forget your work and the love you showed for His name when you served the saints—and you continue to serve them. (Heb 6:10) 

				The most wonderful words every Christian will hear in the future will come from the Lord Jesus Christ who will say to all who have walked in His will while on earth,"Well done, good and faithful slave!" (Mt 25:23).

				Reflection and Response

				How do Paul's final words to Timothy apply to our lives today? (See 2Tm 4:7-8.)  (See 2Tm #10:Being Faithful.)
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				Job

				Author: Unknown or Job or Elihu

				Date of events: The Time of the Patriarchs: 2100–1900 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				The book of Job addresses life's most difficult questions. Why do bad things happen to good people? Is suffering meaningful? If something bad happens to a person, does that mean the person sinned? If a person is godly, will nothing bad ever happen? Should we address the questions in our hearts to God? Is God obligated to answer our questions? 

				Job teaches us principles of the problem of evil

				

				

				There are right and wrong ways to comfort people who are in difficult situations; the book of Job contains mostly negative examples. When Job lost everything, he went into deep mourning that bordered on depression. At first his"friends" sat quietly with him, listened, and empathized, but then they began to try to figure out why the disaster had happened. They concluded, based on their knowledge and experiences, that it must have been a direct result of Job's sins, and therefore he should repent.  Nevertheless, they were initially empathetic.

				Job teaches us principles of empathy

				

				

				Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar thought they knew theology. Confident they were right, they used their doctrine to chastise and berate Job. They lacked the humility to realize that they could be wrong. They did not allow for the possibility that God sometimes corrects our inaccurate perspectives. They should have been open to the occasional self-evaluation to see if God's Word or the Spirit would correct them.

				Job teaches us principles of doctrinal humility

				

				

				At the beginning of the book, Job lost everything. His wife told him to"curse God and die!" But Job continued to trust God, and in the end God doubly restored the blessing He had previously allowed Satan to take away from Job. Job endured his present circumstances, confident in the goodness and justice of God. 

				Job teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in Job

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

						
								
								1:1–2:10

							
								
								#1: Satan's Evil Nature

							
								
								We should use God's spiritual resources so we can be victorious over Satan's evil schemes.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								2:11-13

							
								
								#2: The Art of Being Silent

							
								
								When ministering to those who are suffering, we should initially focus our efforts on simply being present, not on dispensing information.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								3:1-26

							
								
								#3: Asking"Why?"

							
								
								We should allow people who are in deep pain to ask"why" questions without being too quick to offer answers. 

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								4:1–5:27

							
								
								#4: Subjective 
Reasoning

							
								
								When attempting to help people who are experiencing pain and suffering, we should rely primarily on biblical truth rather than on our own subjective experiences.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								6:1–7:21

							
								
								#5: Insensitive 
Communication

							
								
								When ministering to those who are suffering, we must avoid adding to any person's pain by communicating false information.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								8:1-22

							
								
								#6: Incorrect 
Perspectives

							
								
								We must not assume that sincere Christians are always correct in their perspectives simply because they are older and more experienced.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								9:1–10:7

							
								
								#7: Honesty with God

							
								
								When we are distressed, confused, and frustrated with life's circumstances, we should feel free to share our true feelings with God.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								10:8-22

							
								
								#8: When Life Begins

							
								
								We must never allow ourselves to accept the evil notion that life begins at birth rather than at conception.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								11:1-20

							
								
								#9: Confronting with Humility

							
								
								When we are ministering to someone who is suffering, we should avoid any form of condescension and arrogance.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								12:1–13:6

							
								
								#10: Appropriate 
Self-Defense

							
								
								When we are falsely accused, we should not hesitate to defend ourselves, but we should avoid being defensive.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								13:7–14:22

							
								
								#11: Discerning 
Depression

							
								
								When we are ministering to someone who is demonstrating hopeless feelings, we should attempt to discern if this is a manifestation of serious depression.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								15:1–19:29

							
								
								#12: An Eternal 
Perspective

							
								
								Though we may never know on earth why bad things happen to good people, we should pray for grace and strength to believe that in eternity everything will be clear.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								20:1-29

							
								
								#13: Showing 
Compassion

							
								
								When helping others, we are to be empathetic and compassionate.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								21:1-34

							
								
								#14: The Mystery of Suffering

							
								
								When ministering to those who have experienced tragedies, we must be very cautious in offering explanations—particularly during the normal period of grief. 

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								22:1–24:25

							
								
								#15: Faith that Endures

							
								
								When experiencing unexplainable trials and sufferings, we should draw inner strength from Job's extraordinary faith.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								25:1-6

							
								
								#16: The Dignity of Man

							
								
								When pointing out that all human beings are sinners, we must also explain that we are all made in God's image.

							
								
								16

							
						

						
								
								26:1–27:6

							
								
								#17: A Godly Conscience

							
								
								We should make sure we have developed a conscience that is in harmony with God's will for our lives.

							
								
								17

							
						

						
								
								28:1-28

							
								
								#18: Meaning in 
Suffering

							
								
								When we are suffering for no explainable reason, we should seek meaning in our painful experience.

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								29:1–30:31

							
								
								#19: Identifying with Christ's Suffering

							
								
								When we are experiencing unjust pain and suffering, we should attempt to understand more fully Christ's suffering on the cross. 

							
								
								19

							
						

						
								
								31:1–32:22

							
								
								#20: Sensitive 
Communication

							
								
								Though we may become frustrated in our attempts to communicate the truth, we are always to do so with grace and love.

							
								
								20

							
						

						
								
								33:1-33

							
								
								#21: God's Protection

							
								
								When we face what appears to be unjust and undeserved afflictions, we should consider the possibility that God is preventing us from going down a wrong path that could lead to even more pain and suffering. 

							
								
								21

							
						

						
								
								34:1–37:24

							
								
								#22: Listening to 
Ourselves

							
								
								As we seek for answers to life's most difficult questions, we are to keep an open mind and heart, allowing God Himself to reveal inaccurate perspectives that can lead us to false conclusions.

							
								
								22

							
						

						
								
								38:1–42:6

							
								
								#23: God's Provision 
for Forgiveness

							
								
								Although we are never justified in accusing God of being unjust and unfair, we should thank Him that He loves us unconditionally. 

							
								
								23

							
						

						
								
								42:7-9

							
								
								#24: God's Amazing Grace

							
								
								Though we will at times experience false accusations from believers and unbelievers, we are to take the initiative in praying for them and offering forgiveness.

							
								
								24

							
						

						
								
								42:10-17

							
								
								#25: Riches in Christ

							
								
								When we face various trials, we are to remember that our true and enduring inheritance is eternal and in heaven.

							
								
								25

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Job

				Job and His Family

				1 There was a man in the country of Uz named Job. He was a man of perfect integrity, who •feared God and turned away from evil. 2 He had seven sons and three daughters. 3 His estate included 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, 500 female donkeys, and a very large number of servants. Job was the greatest man among all the people of the east.

				4 His sons used to take turns having banquets at their homes. They would send an invitation to their three sisters to eat and drink with them. 5 Whenever a round of banqueting was over, Job would send for his children and purify them, rising early in the morning to offer burnt offerings fora all of them. For Job thought: Perhaps my children have sinned, having cursed God in their hearts. This was Job's regular practice.

				

	

Satan's First Test of Job

				6 One day the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satanb also came with them. 7 The Lord asked Satan,"Where have you come from?"

				"From roaming through the earth," Satan answered Him,"and walking around on it."

				8 Then the Lord said to Satan,"Have you considered My servant Job? No one else on earth is like him, a man of perfect integrity, who fears God and turns away from evil."

				9 Satan answered the Lord,"Does Job fear God for nothing? 10 Haven't You placed a hedge around him, his household, and everything he owns? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. 11 But stretch out Your hand and strike everything he owns, and he will surely curse You to Your face."

				12 "Very well," the Lord told Satan,"everything he owns is in your power. However, you must not lay a hand on Job himself." So Satan left the Lord's presence.

				13 One day when Job's sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother's house, 14 a messenger came to Job and reported:"While the oxen were plowing and the donkeys grazing nearby, 15 the Sabeans swooped down and took them away. They struck down the servants with the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you!"

				16 He was still speaking when another messenger came and reported:"A lightning stormc struck from heaven. It burned up the sheep and the servants and devoured them, and I alone have escaped to tell you!"

				17 That messenger was still speaking when yet another came and reported:"The Chaldeans formed three bands, made a raid on the camels, and took them away. They struck down the servants with the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you!"

				18 He was still speaking when another messenger came and reported:"Your sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother's house. 19 Suddenly a powerful wind swept in from the desert and struck the four corners of the house. It collapsed on the young people so that they died, and I alone have escaped to tell you!"

				20 Then Job stood up, tore his robe, and shaved his head. He fell to the ground and worshiped, 21 saying:

				

				Naked I came from my mother's womb,

				and naked I will leave this life.d

				The Lord gives, and the Lord takes away.

				Praise the name of •Yahweh.

				

				22 Throughout all this Job did not sin or blame God for anything.e

				

	

Satan's Second Test of Job

				2 One day the sons of God came again to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came with them to present himself before the Lord. 2 The Lord asked Satan,"Where have you come from?"

				"From roaming through the earth," Satan answered Him,"and walking around on it."

				3 Then the Lord said to Satan,"Have you considered My servant Job? No one else on earth is like him, a man of perfect integrity, who •fears God and turns away from evil. He still retains his integrity, even though you incited Me against him, to destroy him without just cause."

				4 "Skin for skin!" Satan answered the Lord."A man will give up everything he owns in exchange for his life. 5 But stretch out Your hand and strike his flesh and bones, and he will surely curse You to Your face."

				6 "Very well," the Lord told Satan,"he is in your power; only spare his life." 7 So Satan left the Lord's presence and infected Job with terrible boils from the sole of his foot to the top of his head. 8 Then Job took a piece of broken pottery to scrape himself while he sat among the ashes.

				9 His wife said to him,"Do you still retain your integrity? Curse God and die!"

				10 "You speak as a foolish woman speaks," he told her."Should we accept only good from God and not adversity?" Throughout all this Job did not sin in what he said.f

				A Principle to Live By - Satan's Evil Nature
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				#1 We should use God's spiritual resources so we can be victorious over Satan's evil schemes.

				Satan is a real person who desires to exert his evil influence on all people. However, though he is powerful, he is restricted by God. Furthermore, he can only be in one place at a time, he cannot read our minds, and he does not know the future—except as it is recorded by God. 

				God had indeed"placed a hedge around" Job and his family (1:10). Until God removed that protection, Satan could not make a direct attack on this man who, though not sinless, lived a blameless and upright life. Job's moral and spiritual integrity was reflected in all of his activities and relationships. Even after he lost his family and his health, he did not"blame God," and when his wife told him,"Curse God and die!" even then he"did not sin in what he said" (1:22; 2:9-10).

				As Christians today, we can be victorious over Satan if we take advantage of the protection available through our personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul wrote,

				Finally, be strengthened by the Lord and by His vast strength. Put on the full armor of God so that you can stand against the tactics of the Devil. (Eph 6:10-11)  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				In superintending the authorship of the book of Job, the Holy Spirit wanted us to be aware that Satan is a powerful person who wants us to sin against God. However, this is not the primary purpose of this story. Rather, Job's overall reactions teach us that it is possible to be true to God regardless of the trying circumstances of life—including direct satanic attacks and the apparent silence of God. 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it easy to become confused regarding those events that are natural disasters and illnesses and those that are direct attacks involving Satan and his evil forces?

				

				

	

Job's Three Friends

				11 Now when Job's three friends — Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite — heard about all this adversity that had happened to him, each of them came from his home. They met together to go and sympathize with him and comfort him. 12 When they looked from a distance, they could barely recognize him. They wept aloud, and each man tore his robe and threw dust into the air and on his head.13 Then they sat on the ground with him seven days and nights, but no one spoke a word to him because they saw that his suffering was very intense.

				A Principle to Live By - The Art of Being Silent
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				#2 When ministering to those who are suffering, we should initially focus our efforts on simply being present, not on dispensing information. 

				Though Job's three friends eventually became frustrated and insensitive, initially they did the right thing. They were simply there, expressing their love and concern with their presence, not their words. 

				Unfortunately, some Christians have not learned to practice this principle. There is, of course, a time to speak. However, when someone is hurting physically, psychologically, and spiritually, there's a time to be silent (Ec 3:7). 

				In some respects, Jesus illustrated this principle when His friend, Lazarus, died. He certainly had the right as the Son of God to say anything He wanted to say. However, He simply"wept" (Jn 11:35). His silence spoke volumes to those Jews who were watching. They observed,"See how He loved him!" (Jn 11:36). 

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the inappropriate comments Christians make when trying to comfort hurting people?

				

				

	

Job's Opening Speech

				3 After this, Job began to speak and cursed the day he was born. 2 He said:

				

				3 May the day I was born perish,

				and the night when they said,

				"A boy is conceived."

				4 If only that day had turned to darkness!

				May God above not care about it,

				or light shine on it.

				5 May darkness and gloom reclaim it,

				and a cloud settle over it.

				May an eclipse of the sung terrify it.

				6 If only darkness had taken that night away!

				May it not appear h among the days of the year

				or be listed in the calendar.i

				7 Yes, may that night be barren;

				may no joyful shout be heard in it.

				8 Let those who curse certain days

				cast a spell on it,

				those who are skilled in rousing •Leviathan.

				9 May its morning stars grow dark.

				May it wait for daylight but have none;

				may it not see the breakingj of dawn.

				10 For that night did not shut

				the doors of my mother's womb,

				and hide sorrow from my eyes.

				

				

				11 Why was I not stillborn;

				why didn't I die as I came from the womb?

				12 Why did the knees receive me,

				and why were there breasts for me to nurse?

				13 Now I would certainly be lying down in peace;

				I would be asleep.

				Then I would be at rest

				14 with the kings and counselors of the earth,

				who rebuilt ruined cities for themselves,

				15 or with princes who had gold,

				who filled their houses with silver.

				16 Or why was I not hidden like a miscarried child,

				like infants who never see daylight?

				17 There the wicked cease to make trouble,

				and there the weary find rest.

				18 The captives are completely at ease;

				they do not hear the voice of their oppressor.

				19 Both small and great are there,

				and the slave is set free from his master.

				

				20 Why is light given to one burdened with grief,

				and life to those whose existence is bitter,

				21 who wait for death, but it does not come,

				and search for it more than for hidden treasure,

				22 who are filled with much joy

				and are glad when they reach the grave?

				23 Why is life given to a man whose path 
is hidden,

				whom God has hedged in?

				24 I sigh when food is put before me,k

				and my groans pour out like water.

				25 For the thing I feared has overtaken me,

				and what I dreaded has happened to me.

				26 I cannot relax or be still;

				I have no rest, for trouble comes.

				A Principle to Live By - Asking"Why?"
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				#3 We should allow people who are in deep pain to ask"why" questions without being too quick to offer answers. 

				After seven days and nights of continuous horrible pain and suffering, Job broke the silence. He"cursed the day he was born" (v. 1); he did not curse God, himself, or his friends. Evidently he was not aware of Satan's involvement. Job did what was predictable and natural. He asked"why" questions. At this point, there were no answers. Job could only cry out,"Why, Lord, why?" 

				As believers there are times when we must acknowledge to fellow Christians that we too have the same questions. We can only identify with the mystery and reality that bad things happen to good people. Since we know the whole story about Job, we can certainly affirm this reality. As God Himself stated, he was"a man of perfect integrity, who fears God and turns away from evil" (1:8). Job was a good man, and from a human perspective what was happening made no sense at all. 

				From the New Testament, we can understand more fully the purpose in suffering. Paul shared his own insights when he wrote,

				Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all comfort. He comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any kind of affliction, through the comfort we ourselves receive from God. For as the sufferings of Christ overflow to us, so through Christ our comfort also overflows. If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation. If we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is experienced in your endurance of the same sufferings that we suffer. (2Co 1:3-6)  (See 2Co #1:A Perspective on Suffering.)

				However, Job felt no comfort from God at this time in his life. By design, God was silent in this unique situation in order to silence Satan. But even though Job was greatly confused and had many unanswered questions, he would not deny or curse God.

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the bad things that happen to good people that seemingly have no logical explanation, other than that evil exists in the world?

				

				First Series of Speeches

				

	

Eliphaz Speaks

				4 Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied:

				

				2 Should anyone try to speak with you

				when you are exhausted?

				Yet who can keep from speaking?

				3 Indeed, you have instructed many

				and have strengthened weak hands.

				4 Your words have steadied the one 
who was stumbling

				and braced the knees that were buckling.

				5 But now that this has happened to you,

				you have become exhausted.

				It strikes you, and you are dismayed.

				6 Isn't your piety your confidence,

				and the integrity of your lifel your hope?

				7 Consider: who has perished when he 
was innocent?

				Where have the honest been destroyed?

				8 In my experience, those who plow injustice

				and those who sow trouble reap the same.

				9 They perish at a single blast from God

				and come to an end by the breath of His nostrils.

				10 The lion may roar and the fierce lion growl,

				but the fangs of young lions are broken.

				11 The strong lion dies if it catches no prey,

				and the cubs of the lioness are scattered.

				

				12 A word was brought to me in secret;

				my ears caught a whisper of it.

				13 Among unsettling thoughts from visions in the night,

				when deep sleep descends on men,

				14 fear and trembling came over me

				and made all my bones shake.

				15 A windm passed by me,

				and I shuddered with fear.n

				16 A figure stood there,

				but I could not recognize its appearance;

				a form loomed before my eyes.

				I heard a quiet voice:

				17 "Can a person be more righteous than God,

				or a man more pure than his Maker?"

				18 If God puts no trust in His servants

				and He charges His angels with foolishness,o

				19 how much more those who dwell 
in clay houses,

				whose foundation is in the dust,

				who are crushed like a moth!

				20 They are smashed to pieces from dawn to dusk;

				they perish forever while no one notices.

				21 Are their tent cords not pulled up?

				They die without wisdom.

				

				5 Call out if you please. Will anyone 
 answer you?

				Which of the holy ones will you turn to?

				2 For anger kills a fool,

				and jealousy slays the gullible.

				3 I have seen a fool taking root,

				but I immediately pronounced a curse on his home.

				4 His children are far from safety.

				They are crushed at the city •gate,

				with no one to rescue them.

				5 The hungry consume his harvest,

				even taking it out of the thorns.p

				The thirsty q pant for his children's wealth.

				6 For distress does not grow out of the soil,

				and trouble does not sprout from the ground.

				7 But mankind is born for trouble

				as surely as sparks fly upward.

				

				8 However, if I were you, I would appeal to God

				and would present my case to Him.

				9 He does great and unsearchable things,

				wonders without number.

				10 He gives rain to the earth

				and sends water to the fields.

				11 He sets the lowly on high,

				and mourners are lifted to safety.

				12 He frustrates the schemes of the crafty

				so that theyr achieve no success.

				13 He traps the wise in their craftiness

				so that the plans of the deceptive

				are quickly brought to an end.

				14 They encounter darkness by day,

				and they grope at noon

				as if it were night.

				15 He saves the needy from their sharp wordss

				and from the clutches of the powerful.

				16 So the poor have hope,

				and injustice shuts its mouth.

				17 See how happy the man is God corrects;

				so do not reject the discipline of the •Almighty.

				18 For He crushes but also binds up;

				He strikes, but His hands also heal.

				19 He will rescue you from six calamities;

				no harm will touch you in seven.

				20 In famine He will redeem you from death,

				and in battle, from the power of the sword.

				21 You will be safe from slandert

				and not fear destruction when it comes.

				22 You will laugh at destruction and hunger

				and not fear the animals of the earth.

				23 For you will have a covenant with the stones of the field,

				and the wild animals will be at peace with you.

				24 You will know that your tent is secure,

				and nothing will be missing when you inspect your home.

				25 You will also know that your offspring will be many

				and your descendants like the grass of the earth.

				26 You will approach the grave in full vigor,

				as a stack of sheaves is gathered in its season.

				

				27 We have investigated this, and it is true!

				Hear it and understand it for yourself.

				A Principle to Live By - Subjective Reasoning

				[image: Getz0498.png]

				#4 When attempting to help people who are experiencing pain and suffering, we should rely primarily on biblical truth rather than on our own subjective experiences.

				Eliphaz seems to be the most sensitive of Job's three friends, but while acknowledging Job's virtues (4:3-4), he quickly reminded him of a reality that is indeed verified in the New Testament:"Whatever a man sows he will also reap" (Gl 6:7; see also Jb 4:8). Eliphaz was basically correct. The apostle Peter affirmed this Old Testament biblical truth by quoting from Psalm 34:12-16:

				For the one who wants to love life and to see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit, and he must turn away from evil and do what is good. He must seek peace and pursue it, because the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His ears are open to their request. But the face of the Lord is against those who do what is evil. (1Pt 3:10-12)

				However, Eliphaz took a biblical truth and mixed it with error. While we will ultimately reap what we sow, it is not true that everything we reap must result from some specific sin in our lives. This was certainly not true in Job's experience. Nor was it true in the life of the apostle Paul when he received"a thorn in the flesh" in order to keep him humble (2Co 12:1-10).  (See 2Co #20:Encounters with God.)

				Unfortunately, Eliphaz did what some Christians do today. He took a true statement out of context and drew false conclusions. Eliphaz went a step further and told Job that God had revealed to him that Job's predicament was caused by his own sin (Jb 4:12-17). This so-called revelation was clearly erroneous since it contradicted what God had said earlier about Job's integrity (1:18; 2:13). To make matters worse, Eliphaz supported this conclusion with additional subjective experiences (5:27). 

				Reflection and Response

				What are some examples today where sincere Christians use subjective examples and false logic in attempting to help people who are suffering?

				

				

	

Job's Reply to Eliphaz

				6 Then Job answered:

				

				2 If only my grief could be weighed

				and my devastation placed with it in the scales.

				3 For then it would outweigh the sand of the seas!

				That is why my words are rash.

				4 Surely the arrows of the •Almighty have piercedu me;

				my spirit drinks their poison.

				God's terrors are arrayed against me.

				5 Does a wild donkey bray over fresh grass

				or an ox low over its fodder?

				6 Is bland food eaten without salt?

				Is there flavor in an egg white?v

				7 I refuse to touch them;

				they are like contaminated food.

				

				8 If only my request would be granted

				and God would provide what I hope for:

				9 that He would decide to crush me,

				to unleash His power and cut me off!

				10 It would still bring me comfort,

				and I would leap for joy in unrelenting pain

				that I have not deniedw the words of the Holy One.

				

				11 What strength do I have that I should continue to hope?

				What is my future, that I should be patient?

				12 Is my strength that of stone,

				or my flesh made of bronze?

				13 Since I cannot help myself,

				the hope for success has been banished from me.

				

				14 A despairing man should receive loyalty from his friends,x

				even if he abandons the •fear of the Almighty.

				15 My brothers are as treacherous as a •wadi,

				as seasonal streams that overflow

				16 and become darkenedy because of ice,

				and the snow melts into them.

				17 The wadis evaporate in warm weather;

				they disappear from their channels in hot 
weather.

				18 Caravans turn away from their routes,

				go up into the desert, and perish.

				19 The caravans of Tema look for these streams.

				The traveling merchants of Sheba hope for them.

				20 They are ashamed because they had been 
confident of finding water.

				When they arrive there, they are frustrated.

				21 So this is what you have now become to me. z

				When you see something dreadful, you are afraid.

				22 Have I ever said:"Give me something"

				or"Pay a bribe for me from your wealth"

				23 or"Deliver me from the enemy's power"

				or"Redeem me from the grasp of the ruthless"?

				

				24 Teach me, and I will be silent.

				Help me understand what I did wrong.

				25 How painful honest words can be!

				But what does your rebuke prove?

				26 Do you think that you can disprove my words

				or that a despairing man's words are mere wind?

				27 No doubt you would cast lots for a fatherless child

				and negotiate a price to sell your friend.

				

				28 But now, please look at me;

				would I lie to your face?

				29 Reconsider; don't be unjust.

				Reconsider; my righteousness is still the issue.

				30 Is there injustice on my tongue

				or can my palate not taste disaster?

				

				7 Isn't mankind consigned to forced labor
 on earth?

				Are not his days like those of a hired hand?

				2 Like a slave he longs for shade;

				like a hired man he waits for his pay.

				3 So I have been made to inherit months 
of futility,

				and troubled nights have been assigned to me.

				4 When I lie down I think:

				When will I get up?

				But the evening drags on endlessly,

				and I toss and turn until dawn.

				5 My flesh is clothed with maggots and encrusted with dirt.aa

				My skin forms scabsab and then oozes.

				

				6 My days pass more swiftly than a weaver's 
shuttle;

				they come to an end without hope.

				7 Remember that my life is but a breath.

				My eye will never again see anything good.

				8 The eye of anyone who looks on me

				will no longer see me.

				Your eyes will look for me, but I will be gone.

				9 As a cloud fades away and vanishes,

				so the one who goes down to •Sheol will never rise again.

				10 He will never return to his house;

				his hometown will no longer rememberac him.

				

				11 Therefore I will not restrain my mouth.

				I will speak in the anguish of my spirit;

				I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.

				12 Am I the seaad or a sea monster,

				that You keep me under guard?

				13 When I say: My bed will comfort me,

				and my couch will ease my complaint,

				14 then You frighten me with dreams,

				and terrify me with visions,

				15 so that I prefer stranglingae —

				death rather than life in this body.af

				16 I give up! I will not live forever.

				Leave me alone, for my days are a breath.ag

				

				17 What is man, that You think so highly of him

				and pay so much attention to him?

				18 You inspect him every morning,

				and put him to the test every moment.

				19 Will You ever look away from me,

				or leave me alone long enough to swallow?ah

				20 If I have sinned, what have I done to You,

				Watcher of mankind?

				Why have You made me Your target,

				so that I have become a burden to You? ai

				21 Why not forgive my sin

				and pardon my transgression?

				For soon I will lie down in the grave.

				You will eagerly seek me, but I will be gone.

				A Principle to Live By - Insensitive Communication

				[image: Getz0499.png]

				#5 When ministering to those who are suffering, we must avoid adding to any person's pain by communicating false information.

				As we've noted, Eliphaz violated this principle when he told Job he was reaping what he sowed (4:8). Here Job shared how Eliphaz's statements terrified him and added to his suffering (7:13-16).

				To be fair to Job's friends, they probably meant well. But they may have been trying to impress each other with their knowledge more than they were trying to help Job. Perhaps the apostle Paul was reflecting on the motives and behaviors of Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar when he wrote,

				To be sure, some preach Christ out of envy and strife, but others out of good will. These do so out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel; the others proclaim Christ out of rivalry, not sincerely, seeking to cause me anxiety in my imprisonment. (Php 1:15-17) 

				Several years later, Paul was once again imprisoned and facing martyrdom. It was then some individuals that he had considered friends deserted him. Perhaps once again, Paul identified with Job's experience, but he chose to offer forgiveness, knowing the Lord would not forsake him.  (See 2Tm #11:A Loyal Friend.)

				Unfortunately, there are Christians today who sincerely believe they are helping their friends when they are in fact making their problems worse. Rather than listening, empathizing, and praying—and perhaps sharing comforting words—they only add to that person's disillusionment. How unfortunate! And how insensitive! It would be better if these so-called friends said nothing than to offer false information.

				Reflection and Response

				What are some practical ways we can encourage people who are experiencing unusual pain in their lives—even when they may be struggling with serious doubts, fears, and even anger toward God?

				

				

	

Bildad Speaks

				8 Then Bildad the Shuhite replied:

				

				2 How long will you go on saying these things?

				Your words are a blast of wind.

				3 Does God pervert justice?

				Does the •Almighty pervert what is right?

				4 Since your children sinned against Him,

				He gave them over to their rebellion.

				5 But if you earnestly seek God

				and ask the Almighty for mercy,

				6 if you are pure and upright,

				then He will move even now on your behalf

				and restore the home where your righteousness dwells.

				7 Then, even if your beginnings were modest,

				your final days will be full of prosperity.

				

				8 For ask the previous generation,

				and pay attention to what their fathers 
discovered,

				9 since we were born only yesterday and know nothing.

				Our days on earth are but a shadow.

				10 Will they not teach you and tell you

				and speak from their understanding?

				11 Does papyrus grow where there is no marsh?

				Do reeds flourish without water?

				12 While still uncut shoots,

				they would dry up quicker than any other plant.

				13 Such is the destinyaj of all who forget God;

				the hope of the godless will perish.

				14 His source of confidence is fragile;ak

				what he trusts in is a spider's web.

				15 He leans on his web, but it doesn't stand firm.

				He grabs it, but it does not hold up.

				16 He is a well-watered plant in the sunshine;

				his shoots spread out over his garden.

				17 His roots are intertwined around a pile of rocks.

				He looks for a home among the stones.

				18 If he is uprootedal from his place,

				it will deny knowing him, saying,"I never 
saw you."

				19 Surely this is the joy of his way of life;

				yet others will sprout from the dust.

				20 Look, God does not reject a person of integrity,

				and He will not support evildoers.

				21 He will yet fill your mouth with laughter

				and your lips with a shout of joy.

				22 Your enemies will be clothed with shame;

				the tent of the wicked will exist no longer.

				A Principle to Live By - Incorrect Perspectives
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				#6 We must not assume that sincere Christians are always correct in their perspectives simply because they are older and more experienced.

				As we've seen, Eliphaz relied too much on experience in concluding that Job's pain and suffering must be related to specific sin. Bildad, on the other hand, relied on the traditions and conclusions of those who were older and more experienced (vv. 3,8-10). He was correct in his view regarding God's power and justice (v. 3), but he was wrong to suggest that Job had forgotten God and was godless (v. 13). He and his older mentors had a false view of God's perspective on Job's personal predicament. Obviously, Bildad's comments only added to Job's pain and disillusionment. 

				Some of Jesus' sharpest barbs were directed at the religious scholars of His day. On one occasion,"the Pharisees and the scribes asked Him, 'Why don't Your disciples live according to the tradition of the elders, instead of eating bread with ritually unclean hands?'" (Mk 7:5). Jesus' answer focused on their own inconsistencies:

				Isaiah prophesied correctly about you hypocrites, as it is written: These people honor Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me. They worship Me in vain, teaching as doctrines the commands of men. Disregarding the command of God, you keep the tradition of men. (Mk 7:6b-8) 

				Though the religious leaders in Jesus' day had a correct view of God's power and justice, they were wrong in consulting tradition that contradicted certain aspects of biblical truth. In many respects, this was Bildad's error in judgment. Though he was probably sincere and not in the same category as the Jewish leaders in Jesus' day, he was still wrong.

				Reflection and Response

				How can the average Christian keep from being confused by the teachings and writings of sincere Bible students, particularly those who have done so much to lay the groundwork for our biblical studies today?

				

				

	

Job's Reply to Bildad

				9 Then Job answered:

				

				2 Yes, I know what you've said is true,

				but how can a person be justified before God?

				3 If one wanted to take Him to court,

				he could not answer Godam once in a thousand 
times.

				4 God is wise and all-powerful.

				Who has opposed Him and come out unharmed?

				5 He removes mountains without their knowledge,

				overturning them in His anger.

				6 He shakes the earth from its place

				so that its pillars tremble.

				7 He commands the sun not to shine

				and seals off the stars.

				8 He alone stretches out the heavens

				and treads on the waves of the sea.an

				9 He makes the stars: the Bear,ao Orion,

				the Pleiades, and the constellationsap of the 
southern sky.

				10 He does great and unsearchable things,

				wonders without number.

				11 If He passes by me, I wouldn't see Him;

				if He goes right by, I wouldn't recognize Him.

				12 If He snatches something, who can stopaq Him?

				Who can ask Him,"What are You doing?"

				13 God does not hold back His anger;

				•Rahab's assistants cringe in fear beneath Him!

				

				14 How then can I answer Him

				or choose my arguments against Him?

				15 Even if I were in the right, I could not answer.

				I could only beg my Judge for mercy.

				16 If I summoned Him and He answered me,

				I do not believe He would pay attention to what I said.

				17 He batters me with a whirlwind

				and multiplies my wounds without cause.

				18 He doesn't let me catch my breath

				but soaks me with bitter experiences.

				19 If it is a matter of strength, look, He is the Mighty One!

				If it is a matter of justice, who can summon Him? ar

				20 Even if I were in the right, my own mouth would condemn me;

				if I were blameless, my mouth would declare 
me •guilty.

				

				21 Though I am blameless,

				I no longer care about myself;

				I renounce my life.

				22 It is all the same. Therefore I say,

				"He destroys both the blameless and the 
wicked."

				23 When disaster brings sudden death,

				He mocks the despair of the innocent.

				24 The earthas is handed over to the wicked;

				He blindfoldsat its judges.

				If it isn't He, then who is it?

				

				25 My days fly by faster than a runner;

				they flee without seeing any good.

				26 They sweep by like boats made of papyrus,

				like an eagle swooping down on its prey.

				27 If I said,"I will forget my complaint,

				change my expression, and smile,"

				28 I would still live in terror of all my pains.

				I know You will not acquit me.

				29 Since I will be found guilty,

				why should I labor in vain?

				30 If I wash myself with snow,

				and cleanse my hands with lye,

				31 then You dip me in a pit of mud,

				and my own clothes despise me!

				

				32 For He is not a man like me, that I can
answer Him,

				that we can take each other to court.

				33 There is no one to judge between us,

				to lay his hand on both of us.

				34 Let Him take His rod away from me

				so His terror will no longer frighten me.

				35 Then I would speak and not fear Him.

				But that is not the case; I am on my own.

				

				10 I am disgusted with my life.

				I will express my complaint

				and speak in the bitterness of my soul.

				2 I will say to God:

				"Do not declare me •guilty!

				Let me know why You prosecute me.

				3 Is it good for You to oppress,

				to reject the work of Your hands,

				and favorau the plans of the wicked?

				4 Do You have eyes of flesh,

				or do You see as a human sees?

				5 Are Your days like those of a human,

				or Your years like those of a man,

				6 that You look for my wrongdoing

				and search for my sin,

				7 even though You know that I am not wicked

				and that there is no one who can deliver from Your hand?

				

				A Principle to Live By - Honesty with God

				[image: Getz0501.png]

				#7 When we are distressed, confused, and frustrated with life's circumstances, we should feel free to share our true feelings with God.

				Today psychologists and social researchers have discovered that when we suffer major loss and tragedy in our lives, we all go through predictive stages of grief. Centuries ago, Job went through these phases: 

				In chapter 2, he was in deep shock. 

				In chapter 3, he began to ask"Why?" again and again, trying to understand the reasons for his personal tragedy. 

				In chapters 6 and 7, his disillusionment turned to anger against Eliphaz for judging him and even toward God for allowing these calamities and disasters to happen. 

				In chapters 9 and 10, Job's anger gave way to a sense of hopelessness (10:1-7). He felt trapped and isolated from God, even though he had lived an upright life. This was not a figment of his imagination nor an indication of self-righteousness and pride, since God affirmed his integrity in his conversations with Satan (1:8; 2:3). 

				God understands these honest feelings and He is not offended when we share them with Him. Feelings are not sinful in themselves. It's when we act on these feelings in inappropriate ways that we violate the will of God. Though Job was honest in sharing his feelings of anger and despair with God, he never cursed God or anyone else.  (See Ps #13:Openness and Vulnerability.)

				This principle is confirmed by some very specific New Testament statements. For example, Peter wrote to Christians who were being persecuted,

				Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that He may exalt you at the proper time, casting all your care on Him, because He cares about you. (1Pt 5:6-7; see also Php 4:6,8.) 

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can our feelings of anxiety, fear, anger, and hopelessness move from appropriate expressions and become sinful actions?

				

				8 "Your hands shaped me and formed me.

				Will You now turn and destroy me?

				9 Please remember that You formed me 
like clay.

				Will You now return me to dust?

				10 Did You not pour me out like milk

				and curdle me like cheese?

				11 You clothed me with skin and flesh,

				and wove me together with bones and 
tendons.

				12 You gave me life and faithful love,

				and Your care has guarded my life.

				

				13 "Yet You concealed these thoughts in Your heart;

				I know that this was Your hidden plan:av

				14 if I sin, You would notice,aw

				and would not acquit me of my wrongdoing.

				15 If I am wicked, woe to me!

				And even if I am righteous, I cannot lift up my head.

				I am filled with shame

				and aware of my affliction.

				16 If I am proud,ax You hunt me like a lion

				and again display Your miraculous power against me.

				17 You produce new witnessesay against me

				and multiply Your anger toward me.

				Hardships assault me, wave after wave.az

				

				18 "Why did You bring me out of the womb?

				I should have died and never been seen.

				19 I wishba I had never existed

				but had been carried from the womb to the grave.

				20 Are my days not few? Stop it! bb

				Leave me alone, so that I can smile a little

				21 before I go to a land of darkness 
and gloom,

				never to return.

				22 It is a land of blackness like the deepest 
darkness,

				gloomy and chaotic,

				where even the light is likebc the darkness."

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - When Life Begins
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				#8 We must never allow ourselves to accept the evil notion that life begins at birth rather than at conception. 

				In the midst of Job's lament, he affirms a great biblical truth that in recent years has been supported scientifically—that life begins at conception. It is not insignificant that the personal pronouns Job used to describe his life outside the womb are intricately connected with the personal pronouns he used of his life inside the womb (vv. 8-12,18-19). This is indeed consistent with what David wrote in one of his Psalms:

				For it was You who created my inward parts; You knit me together in my mother's womb. I will praise You because I have been remarkably and wonderfully made. Your works are wonderful, and I know this very well. (Ps 139:13-14)

				In the New Testament we have a beautiful illustration of life in the womb involving John the Baptist and Jesus. When Elizabeth, John's mother, was only six months pregnant, Mary, who had just conceived Jesus, paid a visit to Elizabeth. Luke recorded that"the baby leaped inside" Elizabeth's womb and she immediately sensed there was supernatural communication between her child and Jesus (Lk 1:39-41).  (See Lk #3:Life at Conception.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do intelligent people—even some medical doctors—ignore the evidence today that life begins at conception and that abortion is taking an innocent life?

				

				

	

Zophar Speaks

				11 Then Zophar the Naamathite replied:

				

				2 Should this stream of words go unanswered

				and such a talkerbd be acquitted?

				3 Should your babbling put others to silence,

				so that you can keep on ridiculing

				with no one to humiliate you?

				4 You have said,"My teaching is sound,

				and I am pure in Your sight."

				5 But if only God would speak

				and declare His casebe against you,

				6 He would show you the secrets of wisdom,

				for true wisdom has two sides.

				Know then that God has chosen to overlook some of your sin.

				

				7 Can you fathom the depths of God

				or discover the limits of the •Almighty?

				8 They are higher than the heavens — what can you do?

				They are deeper than •Sheol — what can you know?

				9 Their measure is longer than the earth

				and wider than the sea.

				

				10 If He passes by and throws someone in prison

				or convenes a court, who can stop Him?

				11 Surely He knows which people are worthless.

				If He sees iniquity, will He not take note of it?

				12 But a stupid man will gain understanding

				as soon as a wild donkey is born a man!

				

				13 As for you, if you redirect your heart

				and lift up your hands to Him in prayer —

				14 if there is iniquity in your hand, remove it,

				and don't allow injustice to dwell in your tents —

				15 then you will hold your head high, free from fault.

				You will be firmly established and unafraid.

				16 For you will forget your suffering,

				recalling it only as waters that have flowed by.

				17 Your life will be brighter than noonday;

				its darkness bf will be like the morning.

				18 You will be confident, because there is hope.

				You will look carefully about and lie down in safety.

				

				19 You will lie down without fear,

				and many will seek your favor.

				20 But the sight of the wicked will fail.

				Their way of escape will be cut off,

				and their only hope is their last breath.

				A Principle to Live By - Confronting with Humility
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				#9 When we are ministering to someone who is suffering, we should avoid any form of condescension and arrogance.

				Zophar thought he knew far more than he did. He was the most brash of the three, and because he spoke last, he may have been the youngest. 

				All three of Job's counselors spoke important truth regarding God. 

				
						Eliphaz was right that God is holy and righteous and no human being can be like Him (4:17). 

						Bildad was also right: God is all powerful and just in all He does (8:3).

						And even Zophar was right when he said that God is all wise. We cannot"fathom the depths of God or discover the limits of the Almighty" (11:7). 

				

				Furthermore, all three were correct in concluding that God ultimately honors those who are humble and who do His will and He disciplines those who continue to live in sin. Still, all three were inaccurate in concluding that Job's dire circumstances related to his unwillingness to acknowledge some particular sin. 

				On the positive side, Zophar teaches us the steps involved in sincere repentance (vv. 13-14):

				
						to redirect our hearts,

						to confess our sins to God, and 

						to turn from any form of impurity and injustice.

				

				However, Zophar was insensitive when he added to Job's feelings of worthlessness and guilt by telling him his failure to follow these steps was causing his desperate plight. In actuality, God had allowed this suffering to demonstrate Job's faithfulness and integrity, both to Satan and to all of us. 

				Today, even when confronting obvious sinful behavior in a fellow Christian, we must do so with gentleness, sensitivity, and humility. Paul made this very clear in his letter to the Galatians:

				Brothers, if someone is caught in any wrongdoing, you who are spiritual should restore such a person with a gentle spirit, watching out for yourselves so you also won't be tempted. Carry one another's burdens; in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. For if anyone considers himself to be something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. (Gl 6:1-3)  (See Gl #11:The Process of Restoration.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some younger Christians—both in chronological and in spiritual age—sometimes demonstrate more insensitivity and judgmental attitudes when dealing with the shortcomings of fellow believers, and how can they avoid this blind spot?

				

				

	

Job's Reply to Zophar

				12 Then Job answered:

				

				2 No doubt you are the people,

				and wisdom will die with you!

				3 But I also have a mind;

				I am not inferior to you.

				Who doesn't know the things you are talking 
about?bg

				

				4 I am a laughingstock to mybh friends,

				by calling on God, who answers me.bi

				The righteous and upright man is a laughingstock.

				5 The one who is at ease holds calamity in 
contempt

				and thinks it is prepared for those whose feet are slipping.

				6 The tents of robbers are safe,

				and those who provoke God are secure;

				God's power provides this.bj

				

				7 But ask the animals, and they will instruct you;

				ask the birds of the sky, and they will tell you.

				8 Or speak to the earth, and it will instruct you;

				let the fish of the sea inform you.

				9 Which of all these does not know

				that the hand of the Lord has done this?

				10 The life of every living thing is in His hand,

				as well as the breath of all mankind.

				11 Doesn't the ear test words

				as the palate tastes food?

				12 Wisdom is found with the elderly,

				and understanding comes with long life.

				

				13 Wisdom and strength belong to God;

				counsel and understanding are His.

				14 Whatever He tears down cannot be rebuilt;

				whoever He imprisons cannot be released.

				15 When He withholds the waters, everything dries up,

				and when He releases them, they destroy the land.

				16 True wisdom and power belong to Him.

				The deceived and the deceiver are His.

				17 He leads counselors away barefoot

				and makes judges go mad.

				18 He releases the bonds bk put on by kings

				and fastens a belt around their waists.

				19 He leads priests away barefoot

				and overthrows established leaders.

				20 He deprives trusted advisers of speech

				and takes away the elders' good judgment.

				21 He pours out contempt on nobles

				and disarmsbl the strong.

				22 He reveals mysteries from the darkness

				and brings the deepest darkness into the light.

				23 He makes nations great, then destroys them;

				He enlarges nations, then leads them away.

				24 He deprives the world's leaders of reason,

				and makes them wander in a trackless wasteland.

				25 They grope around in darkness without light;

				He makes them stagger like drunken men.

				

				13 Look, my eyes have seen all this;

				my ears have heard and understood it.

				2 Everything you know, I also know;

				I am not inferior to you.

				3 Yet I prefer to speak to the •Almighty

				and argue my case before God.

				4 But you coat the truth with lies;

				you are all worthless doctors.

				5 If only you would shut up

				and let that be your wisdom!

				

				6 Hear now my argument,

				and listen to my defense.bm

				A Principle to Live By - Appropriate Self-Defense

				#10 When we are falsely accused, we should not hesitate to defend ourselves, but we should avoid being defensive. 

				[image: Getz0504.png]

				Though Job was in excruciating pain physically, psychologically, and spiritually, he could still think. Though Job agreed with his friends' thoughts about God's holiness, omniscience, power, and wisdom, he disagreed with their conclusion that he was suffering because of specific unconfessed sins—and, as we know, he was right. Consequently, he defended himself; he also pleaded with them to listen to his defense (13:6). 

				If God had chosen to speak at this moment, He would have defended Job, just as Jesus 
defended the blind beggar centuries later. Encountering this poor outcast on the outskirts of Jerusalem, Jesus' disciples asked a question from the same point of view as Job's three counselors:"Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" (Jn 9:2). Jesus' answer to this question put the matter to rest and expressed a verdict that was also true of Job:

				"Neither this man nor his parents sinned," Jesus answered."This came about so that God's works might be displayed in him." (Jn 9:3) 

				When explaining to the Pharisees that Jesus Christ had healed him, the blind man's defense was impressive. Reflecting on what had happened to him, he concluded,"If this man were not from God, He wouldn't be able to do anything" (Jn 9:33). However, the Pharisees' response reveals their distorted theology:

				"You were born entirely in sin," they replied,"and are you trying to teach us?" Then they threw him out. 
(Jn 9:34) 

				In some respects, Job's counselors were guilty of the same false thinking. Though presumably more sincere than these self-righteous Pharisees, they were still giving Job incorrect information and making false accusations. Job and the blind man had the perfect right to defend themselves.  (See Mt #17:Judgmental Hypocrisy.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we legitimately defend ourselves when falsely accused without being defensive?

				

				7 Would you testify unjustly on God's behalf

				or speak deceitfully for Him?

				8 Would you show partiality to Him

				or argue the case in His defense?

				9 Would it go well if He examined you?

				Could you deceive Him as you would deceive a man?

				10 Surely He would rebuke you

				if you secretly showed partiality.

				11 Would God's majesty not terrify you?

				Would His dread not fall on you?

				12 Your memorable sayings are proverbs 
of ash;

				your defenses are made of clay.

				

				13 Be quiet,bn and I will speak.

				Let whatever comes happen to me.

				14 Why do I put myself at riskbo

				and take my life in my own hands?

				15 Even if He kills me, I will hope in Him. bp

				I will still defend my ways before Him.

				16 Yes, this will result in my deliverance,

				for no godless person can appear before Him.

				17 Pay close attention to my words;

				let my declaration ring in your ears.

				18 Now then, I have prepared my case;

				I know that I am right.

				19 Can anyone indict me?

				If so, I will be silent and die.

				

				20 Only grant these two things to me, God,

				so that I will not have to hide from Your 
presence:

				21 remove Your hand from me,

				and do not let Your terror frighten me.

				22 Then call, and I will answer,

				or I will speak, and You can respond to me.

				23 How many iniquities and sins have I 
committed?bq

				Reveal to me my transgression and sin.

				24 Why do You hide Your face

				and consider me Your enemy?

				25 Will You frighten a wind-driven leaf?

				Will You chase after dry straw?

				26 For You record bitter accusations against me

				and make me inherit the iniquities of my youth.

				27 You put my feet in the stocks

				and stand watch over all my paths,

				setting a limit for the solesbr of my feet.

				

				28 Man wears out like something rotten,

				like a moth-eaten garment.

				

				14 Man born of woman

				is short of days and full of trouble.

				2 He blossoms like a flower, 
then withers;

				he flees like a shadow and does not last.

				3 Do You really take notice of one like this?

				Will You bring me into judgment against You? bs

				4 Who can produce something pure from what is impure?

				No one!

				5 Since man's days are determined

				and the number of his months depends on You,

				and since You have setbt limits he cannot pass,

				6 look away from him and let him rest

				so that he can enjoy his day like a hired hand.

				

				7 There is hope for a tree:

				If it is cut down, it will sprout again,

				and its shoots will not die.

				8 If its roots grow old in the ground

				and its stump starts to die in the soil,

				9 the smell of water makes it thrive

				and produce twigs like a sapling.

				10 But a man dies and fades away;

				he breathes his last — where is he?

				11 As water disappears from the sea

				and a river becomes parched and dry,

				12 so man lies down never to rise again.

				They will not wake up until the heavens are no more;

				they will not stir from their sleep.

				

				13 If only You would hide me in •Sheol

				and conceal me until Your anger passes.

				If only You would appoint a time for me

				and then remember me.

				14 When a man dies, will he come back to life?

				If so, I would wait all the days of my struggle

				until my relief comes.

				15 You would call, and I would answer You.

				You would long for the work of Your hands.

				16 For then You would count my steps

				but would not take note of my sin.

				17 My rebellion would be sealed up in a bag,

				and You would cover over my iniquity.

				

				18 But as a mountain collapses and crumbles

				and a rock is dislodged from its place,

				19 as water wears away stones

				and torrents wash away the soil from the land,

				so You destroy a man's hope.

				20 You completely overpower him, and he passes on;

				You change his appearance and send him away.

				21 If his sons receive honor, he does not know it;

				if they become insignificant, he is unaware of it.

				22 He feels only the pain of his own body

				and mourns only for himself.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Discerning Depression
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				#11 When we are ministering to someone who is demonstrating hopeless feelings, we should attempt to discern if this is a manifestation of serious depression.

				Job was reaching a low point in his life that had all the earmarks of deep depression, one of the most painful conditions any human being can experience. Though he defended himself magnificently before his three counselors, he felt like a mountain that was caving in on itself (14:18). 

				Centuries later, even though Elijah was very successful in demonstrating God's power on Mount Carmel and defeating the prophets of Baal, he was so mentally, emotionally, and physically exhausted following this magnificent event that he wanted to die. He was definitely depressed. However, God understood his predicament and helped him overcome this difficult trial in his life.  (See 1Kg #28:Discouragement and Depression; 1Kg #29: Physical Needs; 1Kg #30: Mental Distortions; 1Kg #31: Theological Disillusionment.)

				Today we know much more about depression and its causes and cures: 

				
						If the causes are persistent sinful behavior, we have a wonderful cure: confessing our sins and accepting complete forgiveness in Jesus Christ and then walking in His will (Rm 12:1-2; 1Jn 1:9).

						If the causes are psychological, we have many New Testament statements that demonstrate the impact of caring people. As Paul wrote,"if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it" (1Co 12:26). We are definitely to pray for one another and encourage one another (Jms 5:13-16).  (See Jms #14:Prayers of the Righteous)

						Fortunately, through medical science, we have now discovered drugs that can help correct chemical imbalances and enable people to cope with depression while they are dealing with the psychological and spiritual roots of their problem. The ultimate cure that can help sustain us even when our whole world seems to be collapsing around us is our relationship with God through Jesus Christ (2Co 5:17).

				

				Reflection and Response

				How can believers in a healthy functioning church help people to cope with depression?

				

				Second Series of Speeches

				

	

Eliphaz Speaks

				15 Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied:

				

				2 Does a wise man answer with emptybu 
counsel

				or fill himselfbv with the hot east wind?

				3 Should he argue with useless talk

				or with words that serve no good purpose?

				4 But you even undermine the •fear of God

				and hinder meditation before Him.

				5 Your iniquity teaches you what to say,

				and you choose the language of the crafty.

				6 Your own mouth condemns you, not I;

				your own lips testify against you.

				

				7 Were you the first person ever born,

				or were you brought forth before the hills?

				8 Do you listen in on the council of God,

				or have a monopoly on wisdom?

				9 What do you know that we don't?

				What do you understand that is not clear to us?

				10 Both the gray-haired and the elderly are with us,

				men older than your father.

				11 Are God's consolations not enough for you,

				even the words that deal gently with you?

				12 Why has your heart misled you,

				and why do your eyes flash

				13 as you turn your angerbw against God

				and allow such words to leave your mouth?

				

				14 What is man, that he should be pure,

				or one born of woman, that he should be 
righteous?

				15 If God puts no trust in His holy ones

				and the heavens are not pure in His sight,

				16 how much less one who is revolting and 
corrupt,

				who drinks injustice like water?

				

				17 Listen to me and I will inform you.

				I will describe what I have seen,

				18 what was declared by wise men

				and was not suppressed by their ancestors,

				19 the land was given to them alone

				when no foreigner passed among them.

				20 A wicked man writhes in pain all his days;

				only a fewbx years are reserved for the ruthless.

				21 Dreadful sounds fill his ears;

				when he is at peace, a robber attacks him.

				22 He doesn't believe he will return from darkness;

				he is destined for the sword.

				23 He wanders about for food, saying,"Where is it?"

				He knows the day of darkness is at hand.

				24 Trouble and distress terrify him,

				overwhelming him like a king prepared for battle.

				25 For he has stretched out his hand against God

				and has arrogantly opposed the •Almighty.

				26 He rushes headlong at Him

				with his thick, studded shields.

				27 Though his face is covered with fatby

				and his waistline bulges with it,

				28 he will dwell in ruined cities,

				in abandoned houses destined to become piles of rubble.

				29 He will no longer be rich; his wealth will not 
endure.

				His possessions bz will not increase in the land.

				30 He will not escape from the darkness;

				flames will wither his shoots,

				and by the breath of God's mouth, he will depart.

				31 Let him not put trust in worthless things, being led astray,

				for what he gets in exchange will prove worthless.

				32 It will be accomplished before his time,

				and his branch will not flourish.

				33 He will be like a vine that drops its unripe 
grapes

				and like an olive tree that sheds its blossoms.

				34 For the company of the godless will have no children,

				and fire will consume the tents of those who 
offer bribes.

				35 They conceive trouble and give birth to evil;

				their womb prepares deception.

				

	

Job's Reply to Eliphaz

				16 Then Job answered:

				

				2 I have heard many things like these.

				You are all miserable comforters.

				3 Is there no end to your emptyca words?

				What provokes you that you continue testifying?

				4 If you were in my place I could also talk like you.

				I could string words together against you

				and shake my head at you.

				5 Instead, I would encourage you with my mouth,

				and the consolation from my lips would bring 
relief.

				

				6 Even if I speak, my suffering is not relieved,

				and if I hold back, what have I lost?

				7 Surely Hecb has now exhausted me.

				You have devastated my entire family.

				8 You have shriveled me upcc — it has become a witness;

				My frailty rises up against me and testifies to my face.

				9 His anger tears at me, and He harasses me.

				He gnashes His teeth at me.

				My enemy pierces me with His eyes.

				10 They open their mouths against me

				and strike my cheeks with contempt;

				they join themselves together against me.

				11 God hands me over to unjust men; cd

				He throws me into the hands of the wicked.

				12 I was at ease, but He shattered me;

				He seized me by the scruff of the neck

				and smashed me to pieces.

				He set me up as His target;

				13 His archersce surround me.

				He pierces my kidneys without mercy

				and pours my bile on the ground.

				14 He breaks through my defenses again and again;cf

				He charges at me like a warrior.

				

				15 I have sewn •sackcloth over my skin;

				I have buried my strengthcg in the dust.

				16 My face has grown red with weeping,

				and darkness covers my eyes,

				17 although my hands are free from violence

				and my prayer is pure.

				

				18 Earth, do not cover my blood;

				may my cry for help find no resting place.

				19 Even now my witness is in heaven,

				and my advocate is in the heights!

				20 My friends scoff at me

				as I weep before God.

				21 I wish that someone might arbitrate

				between a man and God

				just as a •man pleads for his friend.

				22 For only a few years will pass

				before I go the way of no return.

				

				17 My spirit is broken.

				My days are extinguished.

				A graveyard awaits me.

				2 Surely mockers surroundch me

				and my eyes must gaze at their rebellion.

				

				3 Make arrangements! Put up security for me.ci

				Who else will be my sponsor?cj

				4 You have closed their minds to understanding,

				therefore You will not honor them.

				5 If a man informs on his friends for a price,

				the eyes of his children will fail.

				

				6 He has made me an object of scorn to the 
people;

				I have become a man people spit at.ck

				7 My eyes have grown dim from grief,

				and my whole body has become but a shadow.

				8 The upright are appalled at this,

				and the innocent are roused against the godless.

				9 Yet the righteous person will hold to his way,

				and the one whose hands are •clean will grow stronger.

				10 But come back and try again, all of you. cl

				I will not find a wise man among you.

				

				11 My days have slipped by;

				my plans have been ruined,

				even the things dear to my heart.

				12 They turned night into day

				and made light seem near in the face of darkness.

				13 If I await •Sheol as my home,

				spread out my bed in darkness,

				14 and say to corruption: You are my father,

				and to the maggot: My mother or my sister,

				15 where then is my hope?

				Who can see any hope for me?

				16 Will it go down to the gates of Sheol,

				or will we descend together to the dust?

				

	

Bildad Speaks

				18 Then Bildad the Shuhite replied:

				

				2 How long until you stop talking?

				Show some sense, and then we can talk.

				3 Why are we regarded as cattle,

				as stupid in your sight?

				4 You who tear yourself in angercm —

				should the earth be abandoned on your 
account,

				or a rock be removed from its place?

				

				5 Yes, the light of the wicked is extinguished;

				the flame of his fire does not glow.

				6 The light in his tent grows dark,

				and the lamp beside him is put out.

				7 His powerful stride is shortened,

				and his own schemes trip him up.

				8 For his own feet lead him into a net,

				and he strays into its mesh.

				9 A trap catches him by the heel;

				a noose seizes him.

				10 A rope lies hidden for him on the ground,

				and a snare waits for him along the path.

				11 Terrors frighten him on every side

				and harass him at every step.

				12 His strength is depleted;

				disaster lies ready for him to stumble.cn

				13 Parts of his skin are eaten away;

				death's firstborn consumes his limbs.

				14 He is ripped from the security of his tent

				and marched away to the king of terrors.

				15 Nothing he owned remains in his tent.

				Burning sulfur is scattered over his home.

				16 His roots below dry up,

				and his branches above wither away.

				17 All memory of him perishes from the earth;

				he has no name anywhere.co

				18 He is driven from light to darkness

				and chased from the inhabited world.

				19 He has no children or descendants among his people,

				no survivor where he used to live.

				20 Those in the west are appalled at his fate,

				while those in the east tremble in horror.

				21 Indeed, such is the dwelling of the unjust 
man,

				and this is the place of the one who does not know God.

				

	

Job's Reply to Bildad

				19 Then Job answered:

				

				2 How long will you torment me

				and crush me with words?

				3 You have humiliated me ten times now,

				and you mistreatcp me without shame.

				4 Even if it is true that I have sinned,

				my mistake concerns onlycq me.

				5 If you really want to appear superior to me

				and would use my disgrace as evidence against me,

				6 then understand that it is God who has wronged me

				and caught me in His net.

				

				7 I cry out:"Violence!" but get no response;

				I call for help, but there is no justice.

				8 He has blocked my way so that I cannot pass through;

				He has veiled my paths with darkness.

				9 He has stripped me of my honor

				and removed the crown from my head.

				10 He tears me down on every side so that 
I am ruined.cr

				He uproots my hope like a tree.

				

				11 His anger burns against me,

				and He regards me as one of His enemies.

				12 His troops advance together;

				they construct a rampcs against me

				and camp around my tent.

				

				13 He has removed my brothers from me;

				my acquaintances have abandoned me.

				14 My relatives stop coming by,

				and my close friends have forgotten me.

				15 My house guestsct and female servants 
regard me as a stranger;

				I am a foreigner in their sight.

				16 I call for my servant, but he does not answer,

				even if I beg him with my own mouth.

				17 My breath is offensive to my wife,

				and my own familycu finds me repulsive.

				18 Even young boys scorn me.

				When I stand up, they mock me.

				19 All of my best friendscv despise me,

				and those I love have turned against me.

				20 My skin and my flesh cling to my bones;

				I have escaped by the skin of my teeth.

				

				21 Have mercy on me, my friends, have mercy,

				for God's hand has struck me.

				22 Why do you persecute me as God does?

				Will you never get enough of my flesh?

				

				23 I wish that my words were written down,

				that they were recorded on a scroll

				24 or were inscribed in stone forever

				by an iron stylus and lead!

				25 But I know my living Redeemer,cw

				and He will stand on the dustcx at last.cy

				26 Even after my skin has been destroyed,cz

				yet I will see God inda my flesh.

				27 I will see Him myself;

				my eyes will look at Him, and not as a stranger.db

				My heart longsdc within me.

				

				28 If you say,"How will we pursue him,

				since the root of the problem lies with him?" dd

				29 then be afraid of the sword,

				because wrath brings punishment by the sword,

				so that you may know there is a judgment.

				A Principle to Live By - An Eternal Perspective

				[image: Getz0506.png]

				#12 Though we may never know on earth why bad things happen to good people, we should pray for grace and strength to believe that in eternity everything will be clear.

				In the second set of speeches, things went from bad to worse. Eliphaz and Bildad became more entrenched in their opinions and insensitive in their communication. Job became more and more frustrated, hurt, and angry. However, in spite of deep depression and despair, he held on to his faith in God—even though what had happened to him made no sense whatsoever. In his heart, he cried out that he knew that he had a"living Redeemer" and that someday he would"see God" with his own eyes (19:23-27). This testimony was indeed a powerful witness, not only to his insensitive friends, but to Satan who was trying to destroy his faith.

				Job's words have brought great comfort to Christians throughout the centuries—particularly during times of persecution. When Handel composed the Messiah, he captured the hope we have in Christ when he used Job's words: 

				"I know that my Redeemer liveth, 

				and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth."

				Paul also testified to this great truth when he faced potential death in Rome:

				My eager expectation and hope is that I will not be ashamed about anything, but that now as always, with all boldness, Christ will be highly honored in my body, whether by life or by death. For me, living is Christ and dying is gain. (Php 1:20-21)  (See Php #4:Eternal Values.)

				Reflection and Response

				How have you witnessed this principle being applied in the lives of God-fearing Christians who've experienced what appeared to be unexplainable tragedies?

				

				

	

Zophar Speaks

				20 Then Zophar the Naamathite replied:

				

				2 This is why my unsettling thoughts 
compel me to answer,

				because I am upset!de

				3 I have heard a rebuke that insults me,

				and my understandingdf makes me reply.

				

				4 Don't you know that ever since antiquity,

				from the time man was placed on earth,

				5 the joy of the wicked has been brief

				and the happiness of the godless has lasted only a moment?

				6 Though his arrogance reaches heaven,

				and his head touches the clouds,

				7 he will vanish forever like his own dung.

				Those who knowdg him will ask,"Where is he?"

				8 He will fly away like a dream and never be found;

				he will be chased away like a vision in the night.

				9 The eye that saw him will see him no more,

				and his household will no longer see him.

				10 His children will beg fromdh the poor,

				for his own hands must give back his wealth.

				11 His bones may be full of youthful vigor,

				but will lie down with him in the grave.

				

				12 Though evil tastes sweet in his mouth

				and he conceals it under his tongue,

				13 though he cherishes it and will not let it go

				but keeps it in his mouth,

				14 yet the food in his stomach turns

				into cobras' venom inside him.

				15 He swallows wealth but must vomit it up;

				God will force it from his stomach.

				16 He will suck the poison of cobras;

				a viper's fangsdi will kill him.

				17 He will not enjoy the streams,

				the rivers flowing with honey and cream.

				18 He must return the fruit of his labor 
without consuming it;

				he doesn't enjoy the profits from his trading.

				19 For he oppressed and abandoned the poor;

				he seized a house he did not build.

				

				20 Because his appetite is never satisfied,dj

				he does not let anything he desires escape.

				21 Nothing is left for him to consume;

				therefore, his prosperity will not last.

				22 At the height of his successdk distress will come to him;

				the full weight of misery dl will crush him.

				23 When he fills his stomach,

				God will send His burning anger against him,

				raining it down on him while he is eating. dm

				24 If he flees from an iron weapon,

				an arrow from a bronze bow will pierce him.

				25 He pulls it out of his back,

				the flashing tip out of his liver.dn

				Terrors come over him.

				26 Total darkness is reserved for his treasures.

				A fire unfanned by human hands 
will consume him;

				it will feed on what is left in his tent.

				27 The heavens will expose his iniquity,

				and the earth will rise up against him.

				28 The possessions in his house will be removed,

				flowing away on the day of God's anger.

				29 This is the wicked man's lot from God,

				the inheritance God ordained for him.

				A Principle to Live By - Showing Compassion

				[image: Getz0507.png]

				#13 When helping others, we are to be empathetic and compassionate. 

				Job was sitting in an ash heap, infected with boils from head to foot (2:6-7). He had lost everything and had been judged severely by his friends, scorned by his neighbors, and derided by his wife. Yet, Zophar offered no empathy or genuine compassion. Rather than sympathizing with Job's horrible plight, he was annoyed and insulted by Job's agonizing speeches. 

				When Jesus suffered and died for the sins of the world, He set a whole new standard for sympathizing with hurting people—including His enemies. Feeling forsaken by everyone, including God the Father, He demonstrated the ultimate in true love and concern when He said,"Father, forgive them, because they do not know what they are doing" (Lk 23:34). 

				Here's a model for all Christians that applies specifically when we are attempting to minister to hurting people. Years later, John wrote,

				This is how we have come to know love: He laid down His life for us. We should also lay down our lives for our brothers. (1Jn 3:16)  (See 1Jn #10:Loving as Christ Loved.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do we balance the need to offer accepting, empathetic love with the need to confront people who have irresponsible attitudes and actions?

				

				

	

Job's Reply to Zophar

				21 Then Job answered:

				

				2 Pay close attention to my words;

				let this be the consolation you offer.

				3 Bear with me while I speak;

				then after I have spoken, you may continue 
mocking.

				

				4 As for me, is my complaint against a man?

				Then why shouldn't I be impatient?

				5 Look at me and shudder;

				put your hand over your mouth.

				6 When I think about it, I am terrified

				and my body trembles in horror.

				7 Why do the wicked continue to live,

				growing old and becoming powerful?

				8 Their children are established while they are still alive,do

				and their descendants, before their eyes.

				9 Their homes are secure and free of fear;

				no rod from God strikes them.

				10 Their bulls breed without fail;

				their cows calve and do not miscarry.

				11 They let their little ones run around like lambs;

				their children skip about,

				12 singing to the tambourine and lyre

				and rejoicing at the sound of the flute.

				13 They spend dp their days in prosperity

				and go down to •Sheol in peace.

				14 Yet they say to God:"Leave us alone!

				We don't want to know Your ways.

				15 Who is the •Almighty, that we should serve Him,

				and what will we gain by pleading with Him?"

				16 But their prosperity is not of their own doing.

				The counsel of the wicked is far from me!

				

				17 How often is the lamp of the wicked put out?

				Does disasterdq come on them?

				Does He apportion destruction in His anger?

				18 Are they like straw before the wind,

				like chaff a storm sweeps away?

				19 God reserves a person's punishment 
for his children.

				Let God repay the person himself, so that he may know it.

				20 Let his own eyes see his demise;

				let him drink from the Almighty's wrath!

				21 For what does he care about his family once he is dead,

				when the number of his months has run out?

				

				22 Can anyone teach God knowledge,

				since He judges the exalted ones?

				23 One person dies in excellent health,dr

				completely secure ds and at ease.

				24 His body isdt well fed,du

				and his bones are full of marrow.dv

				25 Yet another person dies with a bitter soul,

				having never tasted prosperity.

				26 But they both lie in the dust,

				and worms cover them.

				

				27 I know your thoughts very well,

				the schemes you would wrong me with.

				28 For you say,"Where now is the 
nobleman's house?"

				and"Where are the tents the wicked lived in?"

				29 Have you never consulted those who travel the roads?

				Don't you accept their reports?dw

				30 Indeed, the evil man is spared from the day of disaster,

				rescued from the day of wrath.

				31 Who would denounce his behavior to his face?

				Who would repay him for what he has done?

				32 He is carried to the grave,

				and someone keeps watch over his tomb.

				33 The dirt on his grave isdx sweet to him.

				Everyone follows behind him,

				and those who go before him are without number.

				

				34 So how can you offer me such futile comfort?

				Your answers are deceptive.

				A Principle to Live By - The Mystery of Suffering

				[image: Getz0508.png]

				#14 When ministering to those who have experienced tragedies, we must be very cautious in offering explanations—particularly during the normal period of grief. 

				In Job's response to Zophar's ardent attitudes, he addresses a profound reality: there are times when righteous people suffer and unrighteous people prosper (vv. 7-9,13-15). But even when people blatantly violate God's will and suffer the consequences, we should offer compassion and encouragement to those who are grieving. 

				However, Job's painful experiences were not caused by specific sins. In the same way, there are many God-fearing Christians who suffer simply because of the presence of sin in the world. Bad things do happen to good people—and at times, God seems to be silent. The story of Job certainly illustrates this point.

				Job's story does not answer all of the questions about suffering. Not everyone experiences earthly blessings like Job did after his severe trial ended. Rather, many enter heaven's gates by faith, simply trusting God to answer their questions in eternity. This is the essence of what is recorded in Hebrews:

				These all died in faith without having received the promises, but they saw them from a distance, greeted them, and confessed that they were foreigners and temporary residents on the earth. Now those who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. (Heb 11:13-14)  (See Heb #17:Faith that Endures.)

				Reflection and Response

				When people are suffering in ways that seem unexplainable and unfair, what is the best way to encourage them?

				

				Third Series of Speeches

				

	

Eliphaz Speaks

				22 Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied:

				

				2 Can a man be of any use to God?

				Can even a wise man be of use to Him?

				3 Does it delight the •Almighty if you 
are righteous?

				Does He profit if you perfect your behavior?

				

				4 Does He correct you and take you to court

				because of your piety?

				5 Isn't your wickedness abundant

				and aren't your iniquities endless?

				6 For you took collateral from your brothers without cause,

				stripping off their clothes and leaving them naked.

				7 You gave no water to the thirsty

				and withheld food from the famished,

				8 while the land belonged to a powerful man

				and an influential man lived on it.

				9 You sent widows away empty-handed,

				and the strength of the fatherless was dy crushed.

				10 Therefore snares surround you,

				and sudden dread terrifies you,

				11 or darkness, so you cannot see,

				and a flood of water covers you.

				

				12 Isn't God as high as the heavens?

				And look at the highest stars — how lofty they are!

				13 Yet you say:"What does God know?

				Can He judge through thick darkness?

				14 Clouds veil Him so that He cannot see,

				as He walks on the circle of the sky."

				15 Will you continue on the ancient path

				that wicked men have walked?

				16 They were snatched away before their time,

				and their foundations were washed away by a river.

				17 They were the ones who said to God,"Leave us alone!"

				and"What can the Almighty do to us?" dz

				18 But it was He who filled their houses with good things.

				The counsel of the wicked is far from me!

				19 The righteous see this and rejoice;

				the innocent mock them, saying,

				20 "Surely our opponents are destroyed,

				and fire has consumed what they left behind."

				

				21 Come to terms with God and be at peace;

				in this wayea good will come to you.

				22 Receive instruction from His mouth,

				and place His sayings in your heart.

				23 If you return to the Almighty, you will 
be renewed.

				If you banish injustice from your tent

				24 and consign your gold to the dust,

				the gold of Ophir to the stones in the •wadis,

				25 the Almighty will be your gold

				and your finest silver.

				26 Then you will delight in the Almighty

				and lift up your face to God.

				27 You will pray to Him, and He will hear you,

				and you will fulfill your vows.

				28 When you make a decision, it will be carried out,eb

				and light will shine on your ways.

				29 When others are humiliated and you say,"Lift them up,"

				God will save the humble.ec

				30 He will even rescue the •guilty one,

				who will be rescued by the purity of your hands.

				

	

Job's Reply to Eliphaz

				23 Then Job answered:

				

				2 Today also my complaint is bitter. ed

				His ee hand is heavy despite my groaning.

				3 If only I knew how to find Him,

				so that I could go to His throne.

				4 I would plead my case before Him

				and fill my mouth with arguments.

				5 I would learn howef He would answer me;

				and understand what He would say to me.

				6 Would He prosecute me forcefully?

				No, He will certainly pay attention to me.

				7 Then an upright man could reason with Him,

				and I would escape from my Judge forever.

				

				8 If I go east, He is not there,

				and if I go west, I cannot perceive Him.

				9 When He is at work to the north, I cannot see Him;

				when He turns south, I cannot find Him.

				10 Yet He knows the way I have taken;eg

				when He has tested me, I will emerge as pure gold.

				11 My feet have followed in His tracks;

				I have kept to His way and not turned aside.

				12 I have not departed from the commands of His lips;

				I have treasured eh the words of His mouth

				more than my daily food.

				

				13 But He is unchangeable; who can oppose Him?

				He does what He desires.

				14 He will certainly accomplish what He has 
decreed for me,

				and He has many more things like these in mind.ei

				15 Therefore I am terrified in His presence;

				when I consider this, I am afraid of Him.

				16 God has made my heart faint;

				the •Almighty has terrified me.

				17 Yet I am not destroyedej by the darkness,

				by the thick darkness that covers my face.

				

				24 Why does the •Almighty not reserve 
 times for judgment?

				Why do those who know Him never see His days?

				2 The wicked displace boundary markers.

				They steal a flock and provide pasture for it.

				3 They drive away the donkeys owned 
by the fatherless

				and take the widow's ox as collateral.

				4 They push the needy off the road;

				the poor of the land are forced into hiding.

				5 Like wild donkeys in the desert,

				the poor go out to their task of foraging for food;

				the wilderness provides nourishment for their children.

				6 They gather their fodder in the field

				and glean the vineyards of the wicked.

				7 Without clothing, they spend the night naked,

				having no covering against the cold.

				8 Drenched by mountain rains,

				they huddle againstek the rocks, shelterless.

				9 The fatherless infant is snatched from the breast;

				the nursing child of the poor is seized 
as collateral. el

				10 Without clothing, they wander about naked.

				They carry sheaves but go hungry.

				11 They crush olives in their presses;em

				they tread the winepresses, but go thirsty.

				12 From the city, men en groan;

				the mortally wounded cry for help,

				yet God pays no attention to this crime.

				

				13 The wicked are those who rebel against the light.

				They do not recognize its ways

				or stay on its paths.

				14 The murderer rises at dawn

				to kill the poor and needy,

				and by night he becomes a thief.

				15 The adulterer's eye watches for twilight,

				thinking: No eye will see me;

				he covers his face.

				16 In the dark they breakeo into houses;

				by day they lock themselves in,ep

				never experiencing the light.

				17 For the morning is like darkness to them.

				Surely they are familiar with the terrors 
of darkness!

				

				18 They floateq on the surface of the water.

				Their section of the land is cursed,

				so that they never go to their vineyards.

				19 As dry ground and heat snatch away 
the melted snow,

				so •Sheol steals those who have sinned.

				20 The womb forgets them;

				worms feed on them;

				they are remembered no more.

				So injustice is broken like a tree.

				21 They prey on er the childless woman 
who is unable to conceive,

				and do not deal kindly with the widow.

				22 Yet God drags awayes the mighty by His power;

				when He rises up, they have no assurance of life.

				23 He gives them a sense of security, so they can rely on it,

				but His eyes watch over their ways.

				24 They are exalted for a moment, then they are gone;

				they are brought low and shrivel up 
like everything else. et

				They wither like heads of grain.

				

				25 If this is not true, then who can prove me a liar

				and show that my speech is worthless?

				A Principle to Live By - Faith that Endures

				[image: Getz0509.png]

				#15 When experiencing unexplainable trials and sufferings, we should draw inner strength from Job's extraordinary faith. 

				Job's responses to the terrible indictments of Eliphaz are predictable. His thoughts seem jumbled, but the essence of his heart's response is clear. Though his search for God seemed totally unsuccessful, he still refused to turn away from the One he once knew intimately but who now seemed non-existent (23:8-17). 

				During the first century, many Christians faced horrible persecution from their enemies. When Peter was on the verge of losing his own life for his faith in Jesus Christ, he may have thought of Job's response to Eliphaz when he penned the following words to his fellow believers:

				You rejoice in this, though now for a short time you have had to struggle in various trials so that the genuineness of your faith—more valuable than gold, which perishes though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. (1Pt 1:6-7)  (See Jms #1:Persecution and Trials.)

				Reflection and Response

				When ministering to hurting people, how can we discern the appropriate time to share these biblical truths from 1 Peter and James?

				

				

	

Bildad Speaks

				25 Then Bildad the Shuhite replied:

				

				2 Dominion and dread belong to Him,

				the One who establishes harmony in the 
heavens.eu

				3 Can His troops be numbered?

				Does His light not shine on everyone?

				4 How can a person be justified before God?

				How can one born of woman be pure?

				5 If even the moon does not shine

				and the stars are not pure in His sight,

				6 how much less man, who is a maggot,

				and the son of man, who is a worm!

				A Principle to Live By - The Dignity of Man

				[image: Getz0510.png]

				#16 When pointing out that all human beings are sinners, we must also explain that we are all made in God's image.

				We are all born in sin. No matter how many good things we do, we still fall short of God's perfect standard of holiness. On the other hand, regardless of how evil we become, we are still God's unique creation. Jesus did not die for"worms" or"maggots" (v. 6). 

				David verified the dignity of all human beings:

				When I observe Your heavens,

				the work of Your fingers,

				the moon and the stars,

				which You set in place, 

				what is man that You remember him,

				the son of man that You look after him? 

				You made him little less than God 

				and crowned him with glory and honor. 

				You made him lord over the works of Your hands;

				You put everything under his feet. (Ps 8:3-6) 

				Of course, human beings can terribly distort God's image (Rm 1:28-32). But these people are still objects of God's grace. Jesus Christ died for the sins of the whole world (Jn 3:16), and anyone who receives the gift of eternal life can be transformed into God's image (1Co 6:9-11).  (See Rm #3:Sin's Devastating Results.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it easy to go to extremes when explaining human sinfulness versus human dignity?

				

				

	

Job's Reply to Bildad

				26 Then Job answered:

				

				2 How you have helped the powerless

				and delivered the arm that is weak!

				3 How you have counseled the unwise

				and thoroughly explained the path to success!

				4 Who did you speak these words to?

				Whose breath came out of your mouth?

				

				5 The departed spirits tremble

				beneath the waters and all that inhabit them.

				6 •Sheol is naked before God,

				and •Abaddon has no covering.

				7 He stretches the northern skies over empty 
space;

				He hangs the earth on nothing.

				8 He wraps up the waters in His clouds,

				yet the clouds do not burst beneath their weight.

				9 He obscures the view of His throne,

				spreading His cloud over it.

				10 He laid out the horizon on the surface 
of the waters

				at the boundary between light and darkness.

				11 The pillars that hold up the sky tremble,

				astounded at His rebuke.

				12 By His power He stirred the sea,

				and by His understanding He crushed •Rahab.

				13 By His breath the heavens gained their beauty;

				His hand pierced the fleeing serpent.

				14 These are but the fringes of His ways;

				how faint is the word we hear of Him!

				Who can understand His mighty thunder?

				

				27 Job continued his discourse, saying:

				

				2 As God lives, who has deprived me 
of justice,

				and the •Almighty who has made me bitter,

				3 as long as my breath is still in me

				and the breath from God remains in my nostrils,

				4 my lips will not speak unjustly,

				and my tongue will not utter deceit.

				5 I will never affirm that you are right.

				I will maintain my integrityev until I die.

				6 I will cling to my righteousness and never let it go.

				My conscience will not accuse me as long as I live!

				

				A Principle to Live By - A Godly Conscience

				[image: Getz0511.png]

				#17 We should make sure we have developed a conscience that is in harmony with God's will for our lives. 

				In the depths of his soul, Job's conscience was a reliable guide because of his correct view of God's holiness and righteousness (27:1-6). Though his perceptions and understanding became distorted and confused because of his limited knowledge of what was happening, at the core of his being he trusted God's character. For this reason he had earlier responded to Zophar,"Even if He kills me, I will hope in Him" (13:15). 

				On the other hand, Job's experience does not mean that every human being can trust his or her conscience. We can feel guilty about things we should not feel guilty about, and we can feel we're doing right when we're engaged in evil deeds. Sadly, many Nazis concluded that their personal and national conscience was Adolf Hitler. Conversely, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a Lutheran minister, resisted this evil and boldly said,"Jesus Christ has become my conscience." 

				Each of us must align our conscience with the Word of God and help others to do the same. This was Paul's goal in his ministry. Writing to Timothy, he said,

				Now the goal of our instruction is love that comes from a pure heart, a good conscience, and a sincere faith. (1Tm 1:5)

				In the same letter, Paul issued a serious warning that certainly applies to all of us who claim to be people of faith. We must not allow our consciences to become insensitive to biblical truth and the conviction of the Holy Spirit. Thus Paul wrote,

				Now the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will depart from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and the teachings of demons, through the hypocrisy of liars whose consciences are seared. (1Tm 4:1-2)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so difficult to renew and retrain a conscience?

				

				7 May my enemy be like the wicked

				and my opponent like the unjust.

				8 For what hope does the godless man have when he is cut off,

				when God takes away his life?

				9 Will God hear his cry

				when distress comes on him?

				10 Will he delight in the Almighty?

				Will he call on God at all times?

				11 I will teach you about God's power.

				I will not conceal what the Almighty has planned.ew

				12 All of you have seen this for yourselves,

				why do you keep up this empty talk?

				

				13 This is a wicked man's lot from God,

				the inheritance the ruthless receive 
from the Almighty.

				14 Even if his children increase, they are destined for the sword;

				his descendants will never have enough food.

				15 Those who survive him will be buried by the plague,

				yet their widows will not weep for them.

				16 Though he piles up silver like dust

				and heaps up a wardrobe like clay —

				17 he may heap it up, but the righteous will wear it,

				and the innocent will divide up his silver.

				18 The house he built is like a moth's cocoon

				or a booth set up by a watchman.

				19 He lies down wealthy, but will do so no more;

				when he opens his eyes, it is gone.

				20 Terrors overtake him like a flood;

				a storm wind sweeps him away at night.

				21 An east wind picks him up, and he is gone;

				it carries him away from his place.

				22 It blasts at him without mercy,

				while he flees desperately from its grasp.

				23 It claps its hands at him

				and scorns him from its place.

				

	

Job's Hymn to Wisdom

				28 Surely there is a mine for silver

				and a place where gold is refined.

				2 Iron is taken from the ground,

				and copper is smelted from ore.

				3 A miner puts an end to the darkness;

				he probesex the deepest recesses

				for ore in the gloomy darkness.

				4 He cuts a shaft far from human habitation,

				in places unknown to those who walk above ground.ey

				Suspended far away from people,

				the miners swing back and forth.

				5 Food may come from the earth,

				but below the surface the earth is transformed as by fire.

				6 Its rocks are a source of sapphire,ez

				containing flecks of gold.

				7 No bird of prey knows that path;

				no falcon's eye has seen it.

				8 Proud beasts have never walked on it;

				no lion has ever prowled over it.

				9 The miner strikes the flint

				and transforms the mountains at their 
foundations.

				10 He cuts out channels in the rocks,

				and his eyes spot every treasure.

				11 He dams up the streams from flowing fa

				so that he may bring to light what is hidden.

				

				12 But where can wisdom be found,

				and where is understanding located?

				13 No man can know its value, fb

				since it cannot be found in the land of the living.

				14 The ocean depths say,"It's not in me,"

				while the sea declares,"I don't have it."

				15 Gold cannot be exchanged for it,

				and silver cannot be weighed out for its price.

				16 Wisdom cannot be valued in the gold of Ophir,

				in precious onyx or sapphire.fc

				17 Gold and glass do not compare with it,

				and articles of fine gold cannot be exchanged for it.

				18 Coral and quartz are not worth mentioning.

				The price of wisdom is beyond pearls.

				19 Topaz from •Cush cannot compare with it,

				and it cannot be valued in pure gold.

				

				20 Where then does wisdom come from,

				and where is understanding located?

				21 It is hidden from the eyes of every living thing

				and concealed from the birds of the sky.

				22 •Abaddon and Death say,

				"We have heard news of it with our ears."

				23 But God understands the way to wisdom,

				and He knows its location.

				24 For He looks to the ends of the earth

				and sees everything under the heavens.

				25 When God fixed the weight of the wind

				and limited the water by measure,

				26 when He established a limitfd for the rain

				and a path for the lightning,

				27 He considered wisdom and evaluated it;

				He established it and examined it.

				28 He said to mankind,

				"The •fear of the Lord is this: wisdom.

				And to turn from evil is understanding."

				A Principle to Live By - Meaning in Suffering

				[image: Getz0512.png]

				#18 When we are suffering for no explainable reason, we should seek meaning in our painful experience.

				Some believe Job wrote this"Hymn to Wisdom" later in his life. Others contend that the unknown author of the book inserted these reassuring words of wisdom at this point in the unresolved story of Job's suffering. However, if indeed this is a"Hymn to Wisdom" that Job composed in the midst of his darkness, God opened his eyes and heart to two profound truths: 

				
						True wisdom that could explain Job's predicament cannot be found in the animal world or in the material universe, no matter how exhaustively they are investigated (vv. 1-19). 

						True wisdom can only be found in God and in an accurate view of who God is—the One who is greater than all He has created (v. 23). 

				

				Since true wisdom can only be found in God, if God doesn't speak or respond, we'll simply have to wait and not lose heart. Though this did not remove Job's pain or even explain why it was happening, it was indeed an insight that brought a measure of hope in the midst of his unexplainable suffering. In essence, by the eye of faith, Job saw some meaning in this terrible experience. 

				Centuries later, the apostle Paul added greater perspective to what Job was attempting to understand:

				Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and the knowledge of God! How unsearchable His judgments and untraceable His ways! For who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been His counselor? Or who has ever first given to Him, and has to be repaid? For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. (Rm 11:33-36)  (See Rm #21:Christ-Centered Worship.)

				Reflection and Response

				How is it possible to see meaning in suffering when we don't understand why it's happening?

				

				

	

Job's Final Claim of Innocence

				29 Job continued his discourse, saying:

				

				2 If only I could be as in months gone by,

				in the days when God watched over me,

				3 when His lamp shone above my head,

				and I walked through darkness by His light!

				4 I would be as I was in the days of my youth

				when God's friendship rested on my tent,

				5 when the •Almighty was still with me

				and my children were around me,

				6 when my feet were bathed in cream

				and the rock poured out streams of oil for me!

				

				7 When I went out to the city •gate

				and took my seat in the town square,

				8 the young men saw me and withdrew,

				while older men stood to their feet.

				9 City officials stopped talking

				and covered their mouths with their hands.

				10 The noblemen's voices were hushed,

				and their tongues stuck to the roof of their mouths.

				11 When they heard me, they blessed me,

				and when they saw me, they spoke well of me.fe

				12 For I rescued the poor man who cried out for help,

				and the fatherless child who had no one 
to support him.

				13 The dying man blessed me,

				and I made the widow's heart rejoice.

				14 I clothed myself in righteousness,

				and it enveloped me;

				my just decisions were like a robe and a turban.

				15 I was eyes to the blind

				and feet to the lame.

				16 I was a father to the needy,

				and I examined the case of the stranger.

				17 I shattered the fangs of the unjust

				and snatched the prey from his teeth.

				

				18 So I thought: I will die in my own nest

				and multiply my days as the sand.ff

				19 My roots will have access to water,

				and the dew will rest on my branches all night.

				20 My strength will be refreshed within me,

				and my bow will be renewed in my hand.

				

				21 Men listened to me with expectation,

				waiting silently for my advice.

				22 After a word from me they did not speak again;

				my speech settled on them like dew.

				23 They waited for me as for the rain

				and opened their mouths as for spring showers.

				24 If I smiled at them, they couldn't believe it;

				they were thrilled atfg the light of my countenance.

				25 I directed their course and presided as chief.

				I lived as a king among his troops,

				like one who comforts those who mourn.

				

				30 But now they mock me,

				men younger than I am,

				whose fathers I would have refused to put

				with my sheep dogs.

				2 What use to me was the strength of their hands?

				Their vigor had left them.

				3 Emaciated from poverty and hunger,

				they gnawed the dry land,

				the desolate wasteland by night.

				4 They plucked mallowfh among the shrubs,

				and the roots of the broom tree were their food.

				5 They were expelled from human society;

				people shouted at them as if they were thieves.

				6 They are living on the slopes of the •wadis,

				among the rocks and in holes in the ground.

				7 They bray among the shrubs;

				they huddle beneath the thistles.

				8 Foolish men, without even a name.

				They were forced to leave the land.

				

				9 Now I am mocked by their songs;

				I have become an object of scorn to them.

				10 They despise me and keep their distance from me;

				they do not hesitate to spit in my face.

				11 Because God has loosened my fi bowstring and oppressed me,

				they have cast off restraint in my presence.

				12 The rabblefj rise up at my right;

				they trapfk my feet

				and construct their siege rampfl against me.

				13 They tear up my path;

				they contribute to my destruction,

				without anyone to help them.

				14 They advance as through a gaping breach;

				they keep rolling in through the ruins.

				15 Terrors are turned loose against me;

				they chase my dignity away like the wind,

				and my prosperity has passed by like a cloud.

				

				16 Now my life is poured out before my eyes,

				and days of suffering have seized me.

				17 Night pierces my bones,

				but my gnawing pains never rest.

				18 My clothing is distorted with great force;

				He chokes me by the neck of my garment.fm

				19 He throws me into the mud,

				and I have become like dust and ashes.

				

				20 I cry out to You for help, but You do not 
answer me;

				when I stand up, You merely look at me.

				21 You have turned against me with cruelty;

				You harass me with Your strong hand.

				22 You lift me up on the wind and make me ride it;

				You scatter me in the storm.

				23 Yes, I know that You will lead me to death —

				the place appointed for all who live.

				

				24 Yet no one would stretch out his hand

				against a ruined manfn

				when he cries out to him for help

				because of his distress.

				25 Have I not wept for those who have fallen on hard times?

				Has my soul not grieved for the needy?

				26 But when I hoped for good, evil came;

				when I looked for light, darkness came.

				27 I am churning withinfo and cannot rest;

				days of suffering confront me.

				28 I walk about blackened, but not by the sun.fp

				I stood in the assembly and cried out for help.

				29 I have become a brother to jackals

				and a companion of ostriches.

				30 My skin blackens and flakes off,fq

				and my bones burn with fever.

				31 My lyre is used for mourning

				and my flute for the sound of weeping.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Identifying with Christ's Suffering

				[image: Getz0513.png]

				#19 When we are experiencing unjust pain and suffering, we should attempt to understand more fully Christ's suffering on the cross. 

				By God's own witness to Satan, Job was"a man of perfect integrity" (1:8; 2:3). He did not deserve the tragedies that came his way. In this sense, Job illustrates what Jesus suffered when He gave His life for sinful humanity and felt forsaken by God the Father. Matthew recorded,

				From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over the whole land. About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out with a loud voice, "Elí, Elí, lemá sabachtháni?" that is,"My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" (Mt 27:45-46) 

				The apostle Paul particularly understood the enormity of Christ's sufferings for all humanity. It was this heartfelt perspective that helped him to face affliction in his own life and even to thank God for the privilege of sharing in the Lord's suffering in order to make the gospel known. From a Roman prison, he shared these profound words:

				My goal is to know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death. (Php 3:10)  (See 1Pt #10:Christian Suffering.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why can unjust and undeserved painful experiences help us to appreciate more fully the price Jesus Christ paid so that we can ultimately be free from all pain and suffering?

				

				31 I have made a covenant with my eyes.

				How then could I look at a young 
 woman?fr

				2 For what portion would I have from God above,

				or what inheritance from the •Almighty on high?

				3 Doesn't disaster come to the unjust

				and misfortune to evildoers?

				4 Does He not see my ways

				and number all my steps?

				

				5 If I have walked in falsehood

				or my foot has rushed to deceit,

				6 let God weigh me in accurate scales,

				and He will recognize my integrity.

				

				7 If my step has turned from the way,

				my heart has followed my eyes,

				or impurity has stained my hands,

				8 let someone else eat what I have sown,

				and let my crops be uprooted.

				

				9 If my heart has been seduced by my neighbor's 
wife

				or I have lurked at his door,

				10 let my own wife grind grain for another man,

				and let other men sleep withfs her.

				11 For that would be a disgrace;

				it would be a crime deserving punishment.ft

				12 For it is a fire that consumes down to •Abaddon;

				it would destroy my entire harvest.

				

				13 If I have dismissed the case of my male 
or female servants

				when they made a complaint against me,

				14 what could I do when God stands up to judge?

				How should I answer Him when He calls me 
to account?

				15 Did not the One who made me in the womb also make them?

				Did not the same God form us both in the womb?

				

				16 If I have refused the wishes of the poor

				or let the widow's eyes go blind,

				17 if I have eaten my few crumbs alone

				without letting the fatherless eat any of it —

				18 for from my youth, I raised him as his father,

				and since the day I was bornfu I guided the widow —

				19 if I have seen anyone dying for lack of clothing

				or a needy person without a cloak,

				20 if hefv did not bless me

				while warming himself with the fleece from my sheep,

				21 if I ever cast my votefw against a fatherless child

				when I saw that I had support in the city •gate,

				22 then let my shoulder blade fall from my back,

				and my arm be pulled from its socket.

				23 For disaster from God terrifies me,

				and because of His majesty I could not do these things.

				

				24 If I placed my confidence in gold

				or called fine gold my trust,

				25 if I have rejoiced because my wealth is great

				or because my own hand has acquired so much,

				26 if I have gazed at the sun when it was shining

				or at the moon moving in splendor,

				27 so that my heart was secretly enticed

				and I threw them a kiss,fx

				28 this would also be a crime deserving 
punishment,

				for I would have denied God above.

				

				29 Have I rejoiced over my enemy's distress,

				or become excited when trouble came his way?

				30 I have not allowed my mouth to sin

				by asking for his life with a curse.

				31 Haven't the members of my household said,

				"Who is there who has not had enough to eat at Job's table?"

				32 No stranger had to spend the night on the street,

				for I opened my door to the traveler.

				33 Have I covered my transgressions as others dofy

				by hiding my •guilt in my heart,

				34 because I greatly feared the crowds,

				and the contempt of the clans terrified me,

				so I grew silent and would not go outside?

				

				35 If only I had someone to hear my case!

				Here is my signature; let the Almighty answer me.

				Let my Opponent compose His indictment.

				36 I would surely carry it on my shoulder

				and wear it like a crown.

				37 I would give Him an account of all my steps;

				I would approach Him like a prince.

				

				38 If my land cries out against me

				and its furrows join in weeping,

				39 if I have consumed its produce without 
payment

				or shown contempt for its tenants,fz

				40 then let thorns grow instead of wheat

				and stinkweed instead of barley.

				

				The words of Job are concluded.

				

	

Elihu's Angry Response

				32 So these three men quit answering Job, because he was righteous in his own eyes.2 Then Elihu son of Barachel the Buzite from the family of Ram became angry. He was angry at Job because he had justified himself rather than God. 3 He was also angry at Job's three friends because they had failed to refute him and yet had condemned him. ga

				4 Now Elihu had waited to speak to Job because they were all older than he. 5 But when he saw that the three men could not answer Job, he became angry.

				6 So Elihu son of Barachel the Buzite replied:

				

				I am young in years,

				while you are old;

				therefore I was timid and afraid

				to tell you what I know.

				7 I thought that age should speak

				and maturity should teach wisdom.

				8 But it is a spirit in mangb

				and the breath of the •Almighty

				that give him understanding.

				9 It is not only the old who are wise

				or the elderly who understand how to judge.

				10 Therefore I say,"Listen to me.

				I too will declare what I know."

				11 Look, I waited for your conclusions;

				I listened to your insights

				as you sought for words.

				12 I paid close attention to you.

				Yet no one proved Job wrong;

				not one of you refuted his arguments.

				13 So do not claim,"We have found wisdom;

				let God deal with him, not man."

				14 But Job has not directed his argument to me,

				and I will not respond to him with your 
arguments.

				

				15 Job's friends are dismayed and can no longer 
answer;

				words have left them.

				16 Should I continue to wait now that they are 
silent,

				now that they stand there and no longer answer?

				17 I too will answer;gc

				yes, I will tell what I know.

				18 For I am full of words,

				and my spiritgd compels me to speak.

				19 My heartge is like unvented wine;

				it is about to burst like new wineskins.

				20 I must speak so that I can find relief;

				I must open my lips and respond.

				21 I will be partial to no one,

				and I will not give anyone an undeserved title.

				22 For I do not know how to give such titles;

				otherwise, my Maker would remove me 
in an instant.

				A Principle to Live By - Sensitive Communication

				[image: Getz0514.png]

				#20 Though we may become frustrated in our attempts to communicate the truth, we are always to do so with grace and love.

				As Elihu listened to what Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar said to Job, as well as Job's responses, he became angry. He faulted Job for justifying himself, and he was disturbed at Job's three friends for condemning him and yet not refuting his self-justification (32:2-3). So Elihu let Job know very directly that he had an incorrect perspective. Perhaps Job was not in a condition to hear the truth, or perhaps Elihu did not communicate sensitively (33:12).

				Elihu was certainly correct in his view that God is greater than man. Furthermore, he was justified in having angry feelings (Eph 4:25-27). Regardless, Job was devastated physically, emotionally, and spiritually. He had lost everything, including the respect of his wife. Had Elihu been confronting an evil and arrogant false prophet, his methodology would have been appropriate. However, he was addressing a man of whom the Lord said to Satan,"Have you considered My servant Job? No one else on earth is like him, a man of perfect integrity, who fears God and turns away from evil" (Jb 1:8). 

				The apostle Paul modeled communicating truth in various situations. When writing to Titus regarding the false teachers in Crete who were destroying whole households spiritually, he advised him to"rebuke them sharply" and if they did not respond positively, to"reject" them (Ti 1:13; 3:10-11). However, when advising Timothy regarding opponents of the gospel, he wrote,

				The Lord's slave must not quarrel, but must be gentle to everyone, able to teach, and patient, instructing his opponents with gentleness. Perhaps God will grant them repentance leading them to the knowledge of the truth. (2Tm 2:24-25)  (See 2Tm #7:Able to Teach; Ti #4: Bold Confrontation.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though Elihu seems to have had a much better perspective on Job's situation than his three friends, how could he have improved his communication?

				

				

	

Elihu Confronts Job

				33 But now, Job, pay attention 
 to my speech,

				and listen to all my words.

				2 I am going to open my mouth;

				my tongue will form words on my palate.

				3 My words come from my upright heart,

				and my lips speak with sincerity what they know.

				4 The Spirit of God has made me,

				and the breath of the •Almighty gives me life.

				5 Refute me if you can.

				Prepare your case against me; take your stand.

				6 I am just like you before God;

				I was also pinched off from a piece of clay.

				7 Fear of me should not terrify you;

				the pressure I exertgf against you will be light.

				

				

				8 Surely you have spoken in my hearing,

				and I have heard these verygg words:

				9 "I am pure, without transgression;

				I am •clean and have no •guilt.

				10 But He finds reasons to oppose me;

				He regards me as His enemy.

				11 He puts my feet in the stocks;

				He stands watch over all my paths."

				

				12 But I tell you that you are wrong in this matter,

				since God is greater than man.

				13 Why do you take Him to court

				for not answering anything a person asks?gh

				14 For God speaks time and again,

				but a person may not notice it.

				15 In a dream, a vision in the night,

				when deep sleep falls on people

				as they slumber on their beds,

				16 He uncovers their ears at that time

				and terrifies them gi with warnings,

				17 in order to turn a person from his actions

				and suppress his pride.gj

				18 God spares his soul from the •Pit,

				his life from crossing the river of death.gk

				19 A person may be disciplined on his bed with pain

				and constant distress in his bones,

				20 so that he detests bread,

				and his soul despises his favorite food.

				21 His flesh wastes away to nothing,gl

				and his unseen bones stick out.

				22 He draws near to the Pit,

				and his life to the executioners.

				23 If there is an angel on his side,

				one mediator out of a thousand,

				to tell a person what is right for himgm

				24 and to be gracious to him and say,

				"Spare him from going down to the Pit;

				I have found a ransom,"

				25 then his flesh will be healthiergn than in his youth,

				and he will return to the days of his youthful 
vigor.

				26 He will pray to God, and God will delight in him.

				That man will see His face with a shout of joy,

				and God will restore his righteousness to him.

				27 He will look at men and say,

				"I have sinned and perverted what was right;

				yet I did not get what I deserved.go

				28 He redeemed my soul from going down to the Pit,

				and I will continue to see the light."

				29 God certainly does all these things

				two or three times to a man

				30 in order to turn him back from the Pit,

				so he may shine with the light of life.

				31 Pay attention, Job, and listen to me.

				Be quiet, and I will speak.

				32 But if you have something to say,gp answer me;

				speak, for I would like to justify you.

				33 If not, then listen to me;

				be quiet, and I will teach you wisdom.

				

				A Principle to Live By - God's Protection

				[image: Getz0515.png]

				#21 When we face what appears to be unjust and undeserved afflictions, we should consider the possibility that God is preventing us from going down a wrong path that could lead to even more pain and suffering. 

				This is another positive insight from Elihu. He didn't speculate on some sin that Job had committed that caused his suffering. Rather he laid out the possibility that God was protecting Job from making bad decisions that would lead him down a wrong path, perhaps ending up in the"Pit"—a metaphor for death (vv. 18,22,24,28,30). 

				Though this perspective doesn't explain the true reason for Job's affliction, it certainly helps all of us understand that God is all knowing and that because He loves us He may change our path for a reason we don't comprehend. This correlates with the way God disciplines His true children:

				My son, do not take the Lord's discipline lightly or faint when you are reproved by Him, for the Lord disciplines the one He loves and punishes every son He receives. Endure suffering as discipline: God is dealing with you as sons. For what son is there that a father does not discipline? (Heb 12:5b-7)  (See Heb #19:God's Discipline.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does God's protection correlate with our relying on Him without reservations—that if we trust Him in all circumstances, He will"guide [us] on the right paths"? (See Pr 3:5-6.) 

				

				34 Then Elihu continued,gq saying:

				

				2 Hear my words, you wise men,

				and listen to me, you knowledgeable ones.

				3 Doesn't the ear test words

				as the palate tastes food?

				4 Let us judge for ourselves what is right;

				let us decide together what is good.  (See Pr #32:Mutual Edification.)

				5 For Job has declared,"I am righteous,

				yet God has deprived me of justice.

				6 Would I lie about my case?

				My woundgr is incurable,

				though I am without transgression."

				7 What man is like Job?

				He drinks derision like water.

				8 He keeps company with evildoers

				and walks with wicked men.

				9 For he has said,"A man gains nothing

				when he becomes God's friend."

				

				10 Therefore listen to me, you men 
of understanding.

				It is impossible for God to do wrong,

				and for the •Almighty to act unjustly.

				11 For He repays a person according to his deeds,

				and He brings his ways on him.

				12 Indeed, it is true that God does not act wickedly

				and the Almighty does not pervert justice.

				13 Who gave Him authority over the earth?

				Who put Him in charge of the entire world?

				14 If He put His mind to it

				and withdrew the spirit and breath He gave,

				15 every living thing would perish together

				and mankind would return to the dust.  (See Heb #1:The Person of Christ.)

				

				16 If you have understanding, hear this;

				listen to what I have to say.

				17 Could one who hates justice govern the world?

				Will you condemn the mighty Righteous One,

				18 who says to a king,"Worthless man!"

				and to nobles,"Wicked men!"?

				19 God is not partial to princes

				and does not favor the rich over the poor,

				for they are all the work of His hands.

				20 They die suddenly in the middle of the night;

				people shudder, then pass away.

				Even the mighty are removed without effort.

				

				21 For His eyes watch over a man's ways,

				and He observes all his steps.  (See Ps #142:God's Omniscience.)

				22 There is no darkness, no deep darkness,

				where evildoers can hide themselves.

				23 God does not need to examine a person further,

				that one should gs approach Him in court.

				24 He shatters the mighty without an investigation

				and sets others in their place.

				25 Therefore, He recognizes their deeds

				and overthrows them by night, and they are crushed.

				26 In full view of the public,gt

				He strikes them for their wickedness,

				27 because they turned aside from following Him

				and did not understand any of His ways

				28 but caused the poor to cry out to Him,

				and He heard the outcry of the afflicted.

				29 But when God is silent, who can declare Him •guilty?

				When He hides His face, who can see Him?

				Yet He watches over both individuals and nations,

				30 so that godless men should not rule

				or ensnare the people.  (See Ps #42:When God Seems Silent.)

				

				31 Suppose someone says to God,

				"I have endured my punishment;

				I will no longer act wickedly.

				32 Teach me what I cannot see;

				if I have done wrong, I won't do it again."

				33 Should God repay you on your terms

				when you have rejected His?

				You must choose, not I!

				So declare what you know.

				34 Reasonable men will say to me,

				along with the wise men who hear me,

				35 "Job speaks without knowledge;

				his words are without insight."

				36 If only Job were tested to the limit,

				because his answers are like those of wicked men.

				37 For he adds rebellion to his sin;

				he scornfully claps in our presence,

				while multiplying his words against God.

				

				35 Then Elihu continued, saying:

				

				2 Do you think it is just when you say,

				"I am righteous before God"?

				3 For you ask,"What does it profit You, gu

				and what benefit comes to me, if I do not sin?"

				4 I will answer you

				and your friends with you.

				5 Look at the heavens and see;

				gaze at the clouds high above you.

				6 If you sin, how does it affect God?

				If you multiply your transgressions, what does it do to Him?

				7 If you are righteous, what do you give Him,

				or what does He receive from your hand?

				8 Your wickedness affects a person like yourself,

				and your righteousness another human being.

				9 People cry out because of severe oppression;

				they shout for help because of the arm of the mighty.

				10 But no one asks,"Where is God my Maker,

				who provides us with songs in the night,

				11 who gives us more understanding than the 
animals of the earth

				and makes us wiser than the birds of the sky?"

				12 There they cry out, but He does not answer,

				because of the pride of evil men.

				13 Indeed, God does not listen to empty cries,

				and the •Almighty does not take note of it —

				14 how much less whengv you complaingw

				that you do not see Him,

				that your case is before Him

				and you are waiting for Him.

				15 But now, because God's anger does not punish

				and He does not pay attention to transgression, gx

				16 Job opens his mouth in vain

				and multiplies words without knowledge.

				

				36 Then Elihu continued, saying:

				

				2 Be patient with me a little longer, and I will inform you,

				for there is still more to be said on God's behalf.

				3 I will get my knowledge from a distant place

				and ascribe justice to my Maker.

				4 For my arguments are without flaw;gy

				one who has perfect knowledge is with you.

				

				5 Yes, God is mighty, but He despises no one;

				He understands all things.gz

				6 He does not keep the wicked alive,

				but He gives justice to the afflicted.

				7 He does not remove His gaze from the righteous,

				but He seats them forever with enthroned kings,

				and they are exalted.

				

				8 If people are bound with chains

				and trapped by the cords of affliction,

				9 God tells them what they have done

				and how arrogantly they have transgressed.

				10 He opens their ears to correction

				and insists they repent from iniquity.

				11 If they serve Him obediently,

				they will end their days in prosperity

				and their years in happiness.

				12 But if they do not obey,

				they will cross the river of deathha

				and die without knowledge. (See Jms #1:Persecution and Trials.)

				

				13 Those who have a godless heart harbor anger;

				even when God binds them, they do not cry for help.  (See Ps #102:God's Faithful Love.)

				14 They die in their youth;

				their life ends among male cult prostitutes.

				15 God rescues the afflicted by their affliction;

				He instructs them by their torment.

				

				16 Indeed, He lured you from the jawshb of distress

				to a spacious and unconfined place.

				Your table was spread with choice food.

				17 Yet now you are obsessed with the judgment due the wicked;

				judgment and justice have seized you.

				18 Be careful that no one lures you with riches;hc

				do not let a large ransomhd lead you astray.

				19 Can your wealthhe or all your physical exertion

				keep you from distress?

				20 Do not long for the night

				when nations will disappear from their places.

				21 Be careful that you do not turn to iniquity,

				for that is why you have been tested byhf affliction.(See 1Kg #24:A Test of Faith.)

				

				22 Look, God shows Himself exalted by His power.

				Who is a teacher like Him?

				23 Who has appointed His way for Him,

				and who has declared,"You have done wrong"?

				24 Remember that you should praise His work,

				which people have sung about.

				25 All mankind has seen it;

				people have looked at it from a distance.

				26 Yes, God is exalted beyond our knowledge;

				the number of His years cannot be counted.

				27 For He makes waterdrops evaporate;hg

				they distill the rain into itshh mist,

				28 which the clouds pour out

				and shower abundantly on mankind.

				29 Can anyone understand how the clouds spread out

				or how the thunder roars from God's pavilion? 
(See Is #34:God's Redemptive Plan.)

				30 See how He spreads His lightning around Him

				and covers the depths of the sea.

				31 For He judges the nations with these;

				He gives food in abundance.

				32 He covers His hands with lightning

				and commands it to hit its mark.

				33 Thehi thunder declares His presence;hj

				the cattle also, the approaching storm.

				37 My heart pounds at this

				and leaps from my chest.hk

				2 Just listen to His thunderous voice

				and the rumbling that comes from His mouth.

				3 He lets it loose beneath the entire sky;

				His lightning to the ends of the earth.

				

				4 Then there comes a roaring sound;

				God thunders with His majestic voice.

				He does not restrain the lightning

				when His rumbling voice is heard.

				5 God thunders marvelously with His voice;

				He does great things that we cannot 
comprehend.

				6 For He says to the snow,"Fall to the earth,"

				and the torrential rains, His mighty 
torrential rains,

				7 serve as His sign to all mankind,

				so that all men may know His work.

				8 The wild animals enter their lairs

				and stay in their dens.

				9 The windstorm comes from its chamber,

				and the cold from the driving north winds.

				10 Ice is formed by the breath of God,

				and watery expanses are frozen.

				11 He saturates clouds with moisture;

				He scatters His lightning through them.

				12 They swirl about,

				turning round and round at His direction,

				accomplishing everything He commands them

				over the surface of the inhabited world.

				13 He causes this to happen for punishment,

				for His land, or for His faithful love.

				

				14 Listen to this, Job.

				Stop and consider God's wonders.

				15 Do you know how God directs His clouds

				or makes their lightning flash?

				16 Do you understand how the clouds float,

				those wonderful works of Him who has 
perfect knowledge?

				17 You whose clothes get hot

				when the south wind brings calm to the land,

				18 can you help God spread out the skies

				as hard as a cast metal mirror?

				19 Teach us what we should say to Him;

				we cannot prepare our case because of our darkness.

				20 Should He be told that I want to speak?

				Can a man speak when he is confused?

				21 Now men cannot even look at the sun

				when it is in the skies,

				after a wind has swept through and cleared them away.

				22 Yet out of the north He comes, shrouded in a golden glow;

				awesome majesty surrounds Him.

				23 The •Almighty — we cannot reach Him —

				He is exalted in power!

				He will not oppress justice and abundant 
righteousness,

				24 Therefore, men •fear Him.

				He does not look favorably on any who are wise in heart.

				A Principle to Live By - Listening to Ourselves

				[image: Getz0516.png]

				#22 As we seek for answers to life's most difficult questions, we are to keep an open mind and heart, allowing God Himself to reveal inaccurate perspectives that can lead us to false conclusions.

				It seems that the more Elihu talked, the more he was able to gain a proper perspective on Job's predicament. Though he didn't know about the dialogue between God and Satan that resulted in Job's pain and suffering, he at least came to the same conclusion as Job in his"Hymn to Wisdom,"The fear of the Lord is this: wisdom. And to turn from evil is understanding" (28:28; see 37:24). 

				The Christian life is a journey beginning with the new birth—conversion to Jesus Christ (Jn 3:3). Both Paul and Peter likened the process to moving from infancy to maturity (1Co 3:1-2; 1Pt 2:2). And even when we reach spiritual adulthood, there is more to learn about understanding and living the Christian life. As appears to have happened to Elihu, we sometimes need to stop and listen to ourselves and evaluate our actions in order to gain perspective. This is a very important process, particularly when we allow the Spirit of God to correct us with the Word of God. 

				Paul demonstrated this process in his own experience:

				Not that I have already reached the goal or am already fully mature, but I make every effort to take hold of it because I also have been taken hold of by Christ Jesus. Brothers, I do not consider myself to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and reaching forward to what is ahead, I pursue as my goal the prize promised by God's heavenly call in Christ Jesus. Therefore, all who are mature should think this way. And if you think differently about anything, God will reveal this also to you. (Php 3:12-15)  (See Php #10:Progressive Sanctification.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though we can learn and gain helpful insights by"thinking out loud," in what ways must we be discrete in engaging in this dynamic process, particularly in the presence of those who are enduring unexplainable suffering?

				

				

	

The Lord Speaks

				38 Then the Lord answered Job from the whirlwind. He said:

				

				2 Who is this who obscures My counsel

				with ignorant words?

				3 Get ready to answer Me like a man;

				when I question you, you will inform Me.

				4 Where were you when I established the earth?

				Tell Me, if you havehl understanding.

				5 Who fixed its dimensions? Certainly you know!

				Who stretched a measuring line across it?

				6 What supports its foundations?

				Or who laid its cornerstone

				7 while the morning stars sang together

				and all the sons of God shouted for joy?  (See Ps #99:God of Creation.)

				

				8 Who enclosed the sea behind doors

				when it burst from the womb,

				9 when I made the clouds its garment

				and thick darkness its blanket,hm

				10 when I determined its boundarieshn

				and put its bars and doors in place,

				11 when I declared:"You may come this far, but no farther;

				your proud waves stop here"?  (See Mt #22:The God-Man.)

				

				12 Have you ever in your life commanded the morning

				or assigned the dawn its place,

				13 so it may seize the edges of the earth

				and shake the wicked out of it?

				14 The earth is changed as clay is by a seal;

				its hills stand out like the folds of a garment.

				15 Lightho is withheld from the wicked,

				and the arm raised in violence is broken.

				

				16 Have you traveled to the sources of the sea

				or walked in the depths of the oceans?

				17 Have the gates of death been revealed to you?

				Have you seen the gates of deep darkness?

				18 Have you comprehended the extent of the earth?

				Tell Me, if you know all this.

				

				19 Where is the road to the home of light?

				Do you know where darkness lives,

				20 so you can lead it back to its border?

				Are you familiar with the paths to its home?

				21 Don't you know? You were already born;

				you have lived so long!hp

				22 Have you entered the place where the snow is stored?

				Or have you seen the storehouses of hail,

				23 which I hold in reserve for times of trouble,

				for the day of warfare and battle?

				24 What road leads to the place where light 
is dispersed?hq

				Where is the source of the east wind that spreads across the earth?

				

				25 Who cuts a channel for the flooding rain

				or clears the way for lightning,

				26 to bring rain on an uninhabited land,

				on a desert with no human life,hr

				27 to satisfy the parched wasteland

				and cause the grass to sprout?

				28 Does the rain have a father?

				Who fathered the drops of dew?

				29 Whose womb did the ice come from?

				Who gave birth to the frost of heaven

				30 when water becomes as hard as stone,hs

				and the surface of the watery depths is frozen?

				

				31 Can you fasten the chains of the Pleiades

				or loosen the belt of Orion?

				32 Can you bring out the constellationsht in their season

				and lead the Bearhu and her cubs?

				33 Do you know the laws of heaven?

				Can you impose itshv authority on earth?

				34 Can you commandhw the clouds

				so that a flood of water covers you?

				35 Can you send out lightning bolts, and they go?

				Do they report to you:"Here we are"?

				

				36 Who put wisdom in the hearthx

				or gave the mind understanding?

				37 Who has the wisdom to number the clouds?

				Or who can tilt the water jars of heaven

				38 when the dust hardens like cast metal

				and the clods of dirt stick together?

				

				39 Can you hunt prey for a lioness

				or satisfy the appetite of young lions

				40 when they crouch in their dens

				and lie in wait within their lairs?

				41 Who provides the raven's food

				when its young cry out to God

				and wander about for lack of food?  (See Mt #16:Establishing Priorities.)

				

				39 Do you know when mountain goats 
 give birth?

				Have you watched the deer in labor?

				2 Can you count the months they are pregnanthy

				so you can know the time they give birth?

				3 They crouch down to give birth to their young;

				they deliver their newborn.hz

				4 Their offspring are healthy and grow up in the open field.

				They leave and do not return.ia

				

				5 Who set the wild donkey free?

				Who released the swift donkey from its harness?

				6 I made the wilderness its home,

				and the salty wasteland its dwelling.

				7 It scoffs at the noise of the village

				and never hears the shouts of a driver.

				8 It roams the mountains for its pastureland,

				searching for anything green.

				9 Would the wild ox be willing to serve you?

				Would it spend the night by your feeding trough?

				10 Can you hold the wild ox to a furrow 
by its harness?

				Will it plow the valleys behind you?

				11 Can you depend on it because its strength is great?

				Would you leave it to do your hard work?

				12 Can you trust the wild ox to harvest your grain

				and bring it to your threshing floor?

				

				13 The wings of the ostrich flap joyfully,

				but are her feathers and plumage like the stork's?ib

				14 She abandons her eggs on the ground

				and lets them be warmed in the sand.

				15 She forgets that a foot may crush them

				or that some wild animal may trample them.

				16 She treats her young harshly, as if they were not her own,

				with no fear that her labor may have been in vain.

				17 For God has deprived her of wisdom;

				He has not endowed her with understanding.

				18 When she proudlyic spreads her wings,

				she laughs at the horse and its rider.

				

				19 Do you give strength to the horse?

				Do you adorn his neck with a mane?id

				20 Do you make him leap like a locust?

				His proud snorting fills one with terror.

				21 He paws ie in the valley and rejoices in his strength;

				He charges into battle.if

				22 He laughs at fear, since he is afraid of nothing;

				he does not run from the sword.

				23 A quiver rattles at his side,

				along with a flashing spear and a lance.ig

				24 He charges aheadih with trembling rage;

				he cannot stand still at the trumpet's sound.

				25 When the trumpet blasts, he snorts defiantly.ii

				He smells the battle from a distance;

				he hears the officers' shouts and the battle cry.

				

				26 Does the hawk take flight by your 
understanding

				and spread its wings to the south?

				27 Does the eagle soar at your command

				and make its nest on high?

				28 It lives on a cliff where it spends the night;

				its stronghold is on a rocky crag.

				29 From there it searches for prey;

				its eyes penetrate the distance.

				30 Its brood gulps down blood,

				and where the slain are, it is there.

				

				40 The Lord answered Job:

				

				2 Will the one who contends with the 
•Almighty correct Him?

				Let him who argues with God give an answer.ij

				

				3 Then Job answered the Lord:

				

				4 I am so insignificant. How can I answer You?

				I place my hand over my mouth.

				5 I have spoken once, and I will not reply;

				twice, but now I can add nothing.

				

				6 Then the Lord answered Job from the whirlwind:

				

				7 Get ready to answer Me like a man;

				When I question you, you will inform Me.

				8 Would you really challenge My justice?

				Would you declare Me •guilty to justify 
yourself?

				9 Do you have an arm like God's?

				Can you thunder with a voice like His?

				

				10 Adorn yourself with majesty and splendor,

				and clothe yourself with honor and glory.

				11 Unleash your raging anger;

				look on every proud person and humiliate him.

				12 Look on every proud person and humble him;

				trample the wicked where they stand.ik

				13 Hide them together in the dust;

				imprison them in the grave.il

				14 Then I will confess to you

				that your own right hand can deliver you.

				

				15 Look at Behemoth,

				which I made along with you.

				He eats grass like an ox.

				16 Look at the strength of his loins

				and the power in the muscles of his belly.

				17 He stiffens his tail like a cedar tree;

				the tendons of his thighs are woven 
firmly together.

				18 His bones are bronze tubes;

				his limbs are like iron rods.

				19 He is the foremost of God's works;

				only his Maker can draw the sword against him.

				20 The hills yield food for him,

				while all sorts of wild animals play there.

				21 He lies under the lotus plants,

				hiding in the protectionim of marshy reeds.

				22 Lotus plants cover him with their shade;

				the willows by the brook surround him.

				23 Though the river rages, Behemoth is unafraid;

				he remains confident, even if the Jordan surges up to his mouth.

				24 Can anyone capture him while he looks on,in

				or pierce his nose with snares?

				

				41io Can you pull in •Leviathan with a hook

				or tie his tongue down with a rope?

				2 Can you put a cordip through his nose

				or pierce his jaw with a hook?

				3 Will he beg you for mercy

				or speak softly to you?

				4 Will he make a covenant with you

				so that you can take him as a slave forever?

				5 Can you play with him like a bird

				or put him on a leashiq for your girls?

				6 Will traders bargain for him

				or divide him among the merchants?

				7 Can you fill his hide with harpoons

				or his head with fishing spears?

				8 Lay air hand on him.

				You will remember the battle

				and never repeat it!

				9 isAny hope of capturing him proves false.

				Does a person not collapse at the very sight of him?

				10 No one is ferocious enough to rouse Leviathan;

				who then can stand against Me?

				11 Who confronted Me, that I should repay him?

				Everything under heaven belongs to Me.

				

				12 I cannot be silent about his limbs,

				his power, and his graceful proportions.

				13 Who can strip off his outer covering?

				Who can penetrate his double layer of armor? it

				14 Who can open his jaws,iu

				surrounded by those terrifying teeth?

				15 His pride is in his rows of scales,

				closely sealed together.

				16 One scale is so close to anotheriv

				that no air can pass between them.

				17 They are joined to one another,

				so closely connectediw they cannot be separated.

				18 His snortingix flashes with light,

				while his eyes are like the raysiy of dawn.

				19 Flaming torches shoot from his mouth;

				fiery sparks fly out!

				20 Smoke billows from his nostrils

				as from a boiling pot or burning reeds.

				21 His breath sets coals ablaze,

				and flames pour out of his mouth.

				22 Strength resides in his neck,

				and dismay dances before him.

				23 The folds of his flesh are joined together,

				solid as metaliz and immovable.

				24 His heart is as hard as a rock,

				as hard as a lower millstone!

				25 When Leviathan rises, the mightyja 
are terrified;

				they withdraw because of his thrashing.

				26 The sword that reaches him will have 
no effect,

				nor will a spear, dart, or arrow.

				27 He regards iron as straw,

				and bronze as rotten wood.

				28 No arrow can make him flee;

				slingstones become like stubble to him.

				29 A club is regarded as stubble,

				and he laughs at the sound of a javelin.

				30 His undersides are jagged potsherds,

				spreading the mud like a threshing sledge.

				31 He makes the depths seethe like a cauldron;

				he makes the sea like an ointment jar.

				32 He leaves a shining wake behind him;jb

				one would think the deep had gray hair!

				33 He has no equal on earth —

				a creature devoid of fear!

				34 He surveys everything that is haughty;

				he is king over all the proud beasts.jc

				

	

Job Replies to the Lord

				42 Then Job replied to the Lord:

				

				2 I jd know that You can do anything

				and no plan of Yours can be thwarted.

				3 You asked,"Who is this who conceals 
My counsel with ignorance?"

				Surely I spoke about things I did not understand,

				things too wonderful for me toje know.

				4 You said,"Listen now, and I will speak.

				When I question you, you will inform Me."

				5 I had heard rumors about You,

				but now my eyes have seen You.

				6 Therefore I take back my words

				and repent in dust and ashes. jf

				

				A Principle to Live By - God's Provision for Forgiveness

				[image: Getz0517.png]

				#23 Although we are never justified in accusing God of being unjust and unfair, we should thank Him that He loves us unconditionally. 

				Job was justified in defending himself against the false accusations of his insensitive friends. However, he was not justified in accusing God of being unjust. When the Lord broke His silence and demonstrated who He is through the wonders of nature, Job retracted his accusations and humbly repented (42:6). 

				God clearly understood Job's weaknesses. As a just and righteous and holy judge He could not overlook Job's sin, but through the retroactive work of Christ on the cross, Job's forgiveness and restoration were just a moment away. This terrible ordeal was over and Job had never cursed God. He proved Satan wrong. 

				There is a great New Testament truth that grows out of Job's horrible experience. Though we will never be perfect as Christians, our loving God has provided a remedy for our sins through the shed blood of Jesus Christ His Son. Thus John wrote,

				My little children, I am writing you these things so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ the Righteous One. He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not only for ours, but also for those of the whole world. (1Jn 2:1-2)  (See 1Jn #3:Practicing the Truth.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can we minister to Christians who are suffering, particularly those who are experiencing terrible afflictions where there are no specific justifiable reasons for their human predicament? 

				

				7 After the Lord had finished speakingjg to Job, He said to Eliphaz the Temanite:"I am angry with you and your two friends, for you have not spoken the truth about Me, as My servant Job has. 8 Now take seven bulls and seven rams, go to My servant Job, and offer a burnt offering for yourselves. Then My servant Job will pray for you. I will surely accept his prayer and not deal with you as your folly deserves. For you have not spoken the truth about Me, as My servant Job has." 9 Then Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite went and did as the Lord had told them, and the Lord accepted Job's prayer.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Amazing Grace

				[image: Getz0518.png]

				#24 Though we will at times experience false accusations from believers and unbelievers, we are to take the initiative in praying for them and offering forgiveness.

				Though God was angry at the men who falsely accused Job and who misspoke the truth regarding Himself, He offered them forgiveness through the very man they had rejected. God accepted their sacrifices and heard Job's prayer, and all was forgiven.

				What a picture of what God did for us through Jesus Christ! He, of course, was the sacrifice for our sins, and today He intercedes for us at God's right hand (1Tm 2:5-6). 

				Job also serves as a wonderful example of what we as Christians are to do for one another—even our enemies (Mt 5:43). We are to forgive others as He has forgiven us. Paul made this point crystal clear:

				All bitterness, anger and wrath, shouting and slander must be removed from you, along with all malice. And be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving one another, just as God also forgave you in Christ. (Eph 4:31-32)  (See Eph #11:Walking in Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it often difficult to extend grace and forgiveness to others, even though we have experienced God's amazing grace and undeserved forgiveness? (See Mt 18:21-35.)

				

				

	

God Restores Job

				10 After Job had prayed for his friends, the Lord restored his prosperity and doubled his previous possessions. 11 All his brothers, sisters, and former acquaintances came to his house and dined with him in his house. They sympathized with him and comforted him concerning all the adversity the Lord had brought on him. Each one gave him a qesitah and a gold earring.

				12 So the Lord blessed the last part of Job's life more than the first. He owned 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 yoke of oxen, and 1,000 female donkeys. 13 He also had seven sons and three daughters. 14 He named his first daughter Jemimah, his second Keziah, and his third Keren-happuch. 15 No women as beautiful as Job's daughters could be found in all the land, and their father granted them an inheritance with their brothers.

				16 Job lived 140 years after this and saw his children and their children to the fourth generation. 17 Then Job died, old and full of days.

				A Principle to Live By - Riches in Christ

				[image: Getz0519.png]

				#25 When we face various trials, we are to remember that our true and enduring inheritance is eternal and in heaven.

				After Job successfully passed the test, God doubly restored his earthly blessings. Job enjoyed life on this earth for another 140 years before he entered God's presence in eternity. 

				In the New Testament, we have an entirely different perspective on God's blessings. Though He has promised to meet our material needs (2Co 9:8; Php 4:19), He has never promised to multiply our earthly possessions because of obedience. Rather, God has"blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavens" (Eph 1:3). We have"an inheritance that is imperishable, uncorrupted, and unfading." We"are being protected by God's power through faith for a salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time" 
(1Pt 1:5). 

				This should be our focus, as Jesus stated clearly:

				But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be provided for you. 
(Mt 6:33)  (See Mt #16:Establishing Priorities.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we keep an eternal perspective and focus when we live in the midst of a materialistic culture?

				

				

				
					
						a1:5 Lit for the number of

					

					
						b1:6 Or the adversary

					

					
						c1:16 Lit The fire of God

					

					
						d1:21 Lit will return there ; Ps 139:13,15

					

					
						e1:22 Lit or ascribe blame to God

					

					
						f2:10 Lit sin with his lips

					

					
						g3:5 Lit May a darkening of daylight

					

					
						h3:6 LXX, Syr, Tg, Vg; MT reads rejoice

					

					
						i3:6 Lit or enter the number of months

					

					
						j3:9 Lit the eyelids

					

					
						k3:24 Or My sighing serves as my food

					

					
						l4:6 Lit ways

					

					
						m4:15 Or A spirit

					

					
						n4:15 Or and the hair on my body stood up

					

					
						o4:18 Or error ; Hb obscure

					

					
						p5:5 Hb obscure

					

					
						q5:5 Aq, Sym, Syr, Vg; MT reads snares

					

					
						r5:12 Lit their hands

					

					
						s5:15 Lit from the sword of their mouth ; Ps 55:21; 59:7

					

					
						t5:21 Lit be hidden from the whip of the tongue

					

					
						u6:4 Lit Almighty are in

					

					
						v6:6 Hb obscure

					

					
						w6:10 Lit hidden

					

					
						x6:14 Lit To the despairing his friend loyalty

					

					
						y6:16 Or turbid

					

					
						z6:21 Alt Hb tradition reads So you have now become nothing

					

					
						aa7:5 Or and dirty scabs

					

					
						ab7:5 Lit skin hardens

					

					
						ac7:10 Lit know

					

					
						ad7:12 Or the sea god

					

					
						ae7:15 Or suffocation

					

					
						af7:15 Lit than my bones

					

					
						ag7:16 Or are futile

					

					
						ah7:19 Lit swallow my saliva?

					

					
						ai7:20 Ancient Jewish tradition, LXX; MT, Vg read myself

					

					
						aj8:13 Lit Such are the ways

					

					
						ak8:14 Or cut off ; Hb obscure

					

					
						al8:18 Lit swallowed

					

					
						am9:3 Or court, God would not answer him

					

					
						an9:8 Or and walks on the back of the sea god

					

					
						ao9:9 Or Aldebaran

					

					
						ap9:9 Or chambers

					

					
						aq9:12 Or dissuade

					

					
						ar9:19 LXX; MT reads me

					

					
						as9:24 Or land

					

					
						at9:24 Lit covers the faces of

					

					
						au10:3 Lit shine on

					

					
						av10:13 Lit was with You

					

					
						aw10:14 Lit notice me

					

					
						ax10:16 Lit If he lifts up

					

					
						ay10:17 Or You bring fresh troops

					

					
						az10:17 Lit Changes and a host are with me

					

					
						ba10:19 Lit As if

					

					
						bb10:20 Alt Hb tradition reads Will He not leave my few days alone?

					

					
						bc10:22 Lit chaotic, and shines as

					

					
						bd11:2 Lit a man of lips

					

					
						be11:5 Lit and open His lips

					

					
						bf11:17 Text emended; MT reads noonday; you are dark, you

					

					
						bg12:3 Lit With whom are not such things as these

					

					
						bh12:4 Lit his

					

					
						bi12:4 Lit him

					

					
						bj12:6 Or secure; to those who bring their god in their hands

					

					
						bk12:18 Text emended; MT reads discipline

					

					
						bl12:21 Lit and loosens the belt of

					

					
						bm13:6 Lit to the claims of my lips

					

					
						bn13:13 Lit quiet before me

					

					
						bo13:14 Lit I take my flesh in my teeth

					

					
						bp13:15 Some Hb mss read I will be without hope

					

					
						bq13:23 Lit sins are to me

					

					
						br13:27 Lit paths. You mark a line around the roots

					

					
						bs14:3 LXX, Syr, Vg read him

					

					
						bt14:5 Lit set his

					

					
						bu15:2 Lit windy ; Jb 16:3

					

					
						bv15:2 Lit his belly

					

					
						bw15:13 Or spirit

					

					
						bx15:20 Lit the number of

					

					
						by15:27 Lit with his fat

					

					
						bz15:29 Text emended; MT reads their gain

					

					
						ca16:3 Lit windy ; Jb 15:2

					

					
						cb16:7 Or it

					

					
						cc16:8 Or have seized me ; Hb obscure

					

					
						cd16:11 LXX, Vg; MT reads to a boy

					

					
						ce16:13 Or arrows

					

					
						cf16:14 Lit through me, breach on breach

					

					
						cg16:15 Lit horn

					

					
						ch17:2 Lit are with

					

					
						ci17:3 Lit me with You

					

					
						cj17:3 Lit Who is there that will strike himself into my hand

					

					
						ck17:6 Lit become a spitting to the faces

					

					
						cl17:10 Some Hb mss, LXX, Vg; other Hb mss read them

					

					
						cm18:4 Lit He who tears himself in his anger

					

					
						cn18:12 Or disaster hungers for him

					

					
						co18:17 Or name in the streets

					

					
						cp19:3 Hb obscure

					

					
						cq19:4 Lit mistake lives with

					

					
						cr19:10 Lit gone

					

					
						cs19:12 Lit they raise up their way

					

					
						ct19:15 Or The resident aliens in my household

					

					
						cu19:17 Lit and the sons of my belly

					

					
						cv19:19 Lit of the men of my council

					

					
						cw19:25 Or know that my Redeemer is living

					

					
						cx19:25 Or earth

					

					
						cy19:25 Or dust at the last, or dust as the Last One

					

					
						cz19:26 Lit skin which they destroyed, or skin they destroyed in this way

					

					
						da19:26 Or apart from

					

					
						db19:27 Or not a stranger

					

					
						dc19:27 Lit My kidneys grow faint

					

					
						dd19:28 Some Hb mss, LXX, Vg; other Hb mss read me

					

					
						de20:2 Lit because of my feeling within me

					

					
						df20:3 Lit and a spirit from my understanding

					

					
						dg20:7 Lit have seen

					

					
						dh20:10 Or children must compensate

					

					
						di20:16 Lit tongue

					

					
						dj20:20 Lit Because he does not know ease in his stomach

					

					
						dk20:22 Lit In the fullness of his excess

					

					
						dl20:22 Some Hb mss, LXX, Vg; other Hb mss read the hand of everyone in misery

					

					
						dm20:23 Text emended; MT reads him, against his flesh

					

					
						dn20:25 Or gallbladder

					

					
						do21:8 Lit established before them with them

					

					
						dp21:13 Alt Hb tradition reads fully enjoy

					

					
						dq21:17 Lit their disaster

					

					
						dr21:23 Lit in bone of his perfection

					

					
						ds21:23 Text emended; MT reads health, all at ease

					

					
						dt21:24 Or His sides are ; Hb obscure

					

					
						du21:24 Lit is full of milk

					

					
						dv21:24 Lit and the marrow of his bones is watered

					

					
						dw21:29 Lit signs

					

					
						dx21:33 Lit The clods of the wadi are

					

					
						dy22:9 LXX, Syr, Vg, Tg read you have

					

					
						dz22:17 LXX, Syr; MT reads him

					

					
						ea22:21 Lit peace; by them

					

					
						eb22:28 Lit out for you

					

					
						ec22:29 Lit bowed of eyes

					

					
						ed23:2 Syr, Tg, Vg; MT reads rebellion

					

					
						ee23:2 LXX, Syr; MT reads My

					

					
						ef23:5 Lit the words

					

					
						eg23:10 Lit way with me

					

					
						eh23:12 LXX, Vg read treasured in my bosom

					

					
						ei23:14 Lit these with Him

					

					
						ej23:17 Or silenced

					

					
						ek24:8 Lit they embrace

					

					
						el24:9 Text emended; MT reads breast; they seize collateral against the poor

					

					
						em24:11 Lit olives between their rows

					

					
						en24:12 One Hb ms, Syr read the dying

					

					
						eo24:16 Lit dig

					

					
						ep24:16 Lit they seal for themselves

					

					
						eq24:18 Lit are insignificant

					

					
						er24:21 LXX, Tg read They harm

					

					
						es24:22 Or God prolongs the life of

					

					
						et24:24 LXX reads like a mallow plant in the heat

					

					
						eu25:2 Lit in His heights

					

					
						ev27:5 Lit will not remove my integrity from me

					

					
						ew27:11 Lit what is with the Almighty

					

					
						ex28:3 Lit probes all

					

					
						ey28:4 Lit far from with inhabitant, things forgotten by foot

					

					
						ez28:6 Or lapis lazuli

					

					
						fa28:11 LXX, Vg read He explores the sources of the streams

					

					
						fb28:13 LXX reads way

					

					
						fc28:16 Or lapis lazuli

					

					
						fd28:26 Or decree

					

					
						fe29:11 Lit When an ear heard, it called me blessed, and when an eye saw, it testified for me

					

					
						ff29:18 Or as the phoenix

					

					
						fg29:24 Lit they did not cast down

					

					
						fh30:4 Or saltwort

					

					
						fi30:11 Alt Hb tradition, LXX, Vg read His

					

					
						fj30:12 Hb obscure

					

					
						fk30:12 Lit stretch out

					

					
						fl30:12 Lit and raise up their destructive paths

					

					
						fm30:18 Hb obscure

					

					
						fn30:24 Lit a heap of ruins

					

					
						fo30:27 Lit My bowels boil

					

					
						fp30:28 Or walk in sunless gloom

					

					
						fq30:30 Lit blackens away from me

					

					
						fr31:1 Or a virgin

					

					
						fs31:10 Lit men kneel down over

					

					
						ft31:11 Lit crime judges

					

					
						fu31:18 Lit and from my mother's womb

					

					
						fv31:20 Lit his loins

					

					
						fw31:21 Lit I raise my hand

					

					
						fx31:27 Lit and my hand kissed my mouth

					

					
						fy31:33 Or as Adam

					

					
						fz31:39 Lit or caused the breath of its tenants to breathe out

					

					
						ga32:3 Ancient Jewish tradition reads condemned God

					

					
						gb32:8 Or is the Spirit in a person

					

					
						gc32:17 Lit answer my part

					

					
						gd32:18 Lit and the spirit of my belly

					

					
						ge32:19 Lit belly

					

					
						gf33:7 Lit you; my pressure

					

					
						gg33:8 Lit heard a sound of

					

					
						gh33:13 Lit court, for He does not answer all his words

					

					
						gi33:16 LXX; MT reads and seals

					

					
						gj33:17 Lit and cover pride within a man

					

					
						gk33:18 Or from perishing by the sword

					

					
						gl33:21 Lit away from sight

					

					
						gm33:23 Or to vouch for a person's uprightness

					

					
						gn33:25 Hb obscure

					

					
						go33:27 Lit and the same was not to me

					

					
						gp33:32 Lit If there are words

					

					
						gq34:1 Lit answered

					

					
						gr34:6 Lit arrow

					

					
						gs34:23 Some emend to God has not appointed a time for man to

					

					
						gt34:26 Lit In a place of spectators

					

					
						gu35:3 Some emend to me

					

					
						gv35:14 Or How then can

					

					
						gw35:14 Lit say

					

					
						gx35:15 LXX, Vg; MT reads folly, or arrogance ; Hb obscure

					

					
						gy36:4 Lit my words are not false

					

					
						gz36:5 Lit He is mighty in strength of heart

					

					
						ha36:12 Or will perish by the sword

					

					
						hb36:16 Lit from a mouth of narrowness

					

					
						hc36:18 Or you into mockery

					

					
						hd36:18 Or bribe

					

					
						he36:19 Or cry for help

					

					
						hf36:21 Or for you have preferred this to

					

					
						hg36:27 Lit He draws in waterdrops

					

					
						hh36:27 Or His

					

					
						hi36:33 Lit His, or Its

					

					
						hj36:33 Lit thunder announces concerning Him or it

					

					
						hk37:1 Lit from its place

					

					
						hl38:4 Lit know

					

					
						hm38:9 Lit swaddling clothes

					

					
						hn38:10 Lit I broke My statute on it

					

					
						ho38:15 Lit Their light

					

					
						hp38:21 Lit born; the number of your days is great

					

					
						hq38:24 Or where lightning is distributed

					

					
						hr38:26 Lit life in it

					

					
						hs38:30 Lit water hides itself as the stone

					

					
						ht38:32 Or Mazzaroth ; Hb obscure

					

					
						hu38:32 Or lead Aldebaran

					

					
						hv38:33 Or God's

					

					
						hw38:34 Lit lift up your voice to

					

					
						hx38:36 Or the inner self ; Ps 51:6

					

					
						hy39:2 Lit months they fulfill

					

					
						hz39:3 Or they send away their labor pains

					

					
						ia39:4 Lit return to them

					

					
						ib39:13 Hb obscure

					

					
						ic39:18 Hb obscure

					

					
						id39:19 Hb obscure

					

					
						ie39:21 LXX, Syr; MT reads digs

					

					
						if39:21 Lit He goes out to meet the weapon

					

					
						ig39:23 Or scimitar

					

					
						ih39:24 Lit He swallows the ground

					

					
						ii39:25 Lit he says,"Aha!"

					

					
						ij40:2 Lit God respond to it

					

					
						ik40:12 Lit wicked in their place

					

					
						il40:13 Lit together; bind their faces in the hidden place

					

					
						im40:21 Lit plants, in the hiding place

					

					
						in40:24 Lit capture it in its eyes

					

					
						io41:1 Jb 40:25 in Hb

					

					
						ip41:2 Lit reed

					

					
						iq41:5 Lit or bind him

					

					
						ir41:8 Lit your

					

					
						is41:9 Jb 41:1 in Hb

					

					
						it41:13 LXX; MT reads double bridle

					

					
						iu41:14 Lit open the doors of his face

					

					
						iv41:16 Lit One by one they approach

					

					
						iw41:17 Lit another; they cling together and

					

					
						ix41:18 Or sneezing

					

					
						iy41:18 Lit eyelids

					

					
						iz41:23 Lit together, hard on him

					

					
						ja41:25 Or the divine beings

					

					
						jb41:32 Lit a path

					

					
						jc41:34 Lit the children of pride

					

					
						jd42:2 Alt Hb tradition reads You

					

					
						je42:3 Lit me, and I did not

					

					
						jf42:6 LXX reads I despise myself and melt; I consider myself dust and ashes

					

					
						jg42:7 Lit speaking these words

					

				

			

	

				Psalms

				Authors: Various, including David, Asaph, Solomon, the sons of Korah, Heman, Ethan, and Moses.

				Date of writing: 1400s–500s b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				The book of Psalms is a collection of Israel's songs. The name comes from the Greek word psalmos,"song." Out of 150 psalms, about half were written by David. The songs expressed Israel's mourning and praise, distress and worship, depression and exuberance, questions and confidence. 

				The Psalms teach us principles of variety in worship

				

				

				When the children of Israel felt deep emotions, they often expressed them in song and directed them to God. The authors were so passionately dissatisfied with injustice, hated evil so much, loved righteousness so much, and abhorred so much those who despised God, that they shouted out their feelings.

				The Psalms teach us principles of passionate communication with God

				

				

				Psalm 119 is an epic poem about God's Word. Like a sonnet, it combines strict structure—in this case, an alphabetic acrostic with eight couplets per Hebrew letter. It gives us 176 ways to love and obey God's instruction, judgments, decrees, commands, statutes, ordinances, precepts, and promises.

				The Psalms teach us principles of God's Word

				

				

				For the children of Israel, many occasions became opportunities to sing praises to God. In both difficult times and victorious times, they praised God. Psalms 120 through 134 were"songs of ascents," sung by pilgrims as they went up to Jerusalem. Then, as they reflected on the wisdom, knowledge, majesty, and mercy of God, they burst forth in the hymns of praise, Psalms 146 through 150. How much more can Christians, having experienced the grace of God in Christ,"Praise God in His sanctuary. . . . Hallelujah!"

				The Psalms teach us Principles to Live By

				

			

			
				LIST of principles in psalms

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

						
								
								Ps 1

							
								
								#1: The Right Choice

							
								
								To inherit the gift of eternal life, we must receive the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior from sin.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								Ps 2

							
								
								#2: A Message of 
Warning

							
								
								Since the Lord Jesus Christ will someday bring judgment on all who reject His love and forgiveness, we are to balance God's message of hope with His message of retribution.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								Ps 3

							
								
								#3: Confident Living

							
								
								We should begin each new day with the utmost confidence in God, believing He will never abandon us.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								Ps 4

							
								
								#4: Praying for Inner Peace

							
								
								When we are experiencing anxiety, particularly at the end of a difficult day, we should ask God for inner peace so that we can experience a restful night's sleep.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								Ps 5

							
								
								#5: Our Privilege in Prayer

							
								
								Because the Lord Jesus Christ is our great high priest, we are to enter God's presence at any moment in order to share our deepest thoughts and needs.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								Ps 6

							
								
								#6: Deliverance from Depression

							
								
								When we face depression of any kind, we should share our deep feelings with God and ask for healing.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								Ps 7

							
								
								#7: Concern for Justice

							
								
								When we are falsely accused or abused, we should pray for justice, but our goal should always be to uphold God's righteouness.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								Ps 8

							
								
								#8: The Dignity of Man

							
								
								When we're tempted to think more or less of ourselves than we should, we are to think of how great God is and that we are made in His image.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								Ps 9

							
								
								#9: Praising God

							
								
								We are to sincerely praise God no matter what the circumstances.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								Ps 10

							
								
								#10: Standing Firm

							
								
								Even though unrighteous people arrogantly turn their backs on God and yet seem to prosper, we should not yield to the temptation to follow in their footsteps.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								Ps 11

							
								
								#11: A Strong 
Foundation

							
								
								Even though moral and ethical foundations may be eroding, we should ask God to help us stay true to biblical values.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								Ps 12

							
								
								#12: Avoiding Deception

							
								
								In a world of lies and deception, we should consistently evaluate what we read, hear, and see in light of the message in the Holy Scriptures. 

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								Ps 13

							
								
								#13: Openness and Vulnerability

							
								
								When we feel abandoned by God, we should share our feelings, both with God and with other trustworthy Christians.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								Ps 14

							
								
								#14: An Unbelieving Heart

							
								
								We must be on guard against claiming to believe in God while acting as if He does not exist.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								Ps 15

							
								
								#15: Imitating Jesus Christ

							
								
								To have intimate fellowship with God, we must become more and more like Jesus Christ in the way we live.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								Ps 16

							
								
								#16: Eternal Hope

							
								
								We are to be absolutely confident that because of Christ's resurrection from the dead, we too will live eternally.

							
								
								16

							
						

						
								
								Ps 17

							
								
								#17: A Clean Heart

							
								
								When we are seeking God's help, we are to examine our hearts to see if we are violating God's will.

							
								
								17

							
						

						
								
								Ps 18

							
								
								#18: Our Unshakeable Foundation

							
								
								We must always build our spiritual lives on Jesus Christ, who is a solid foundation that will never fail.

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								Ps 19

							
								
								#19: God's Written Revelation

							
								
								To help people understand clearly the message of salvation and spiritual growth, we must focus on communicating God's revelation in Scripture.

							
								
								19

							
						

						
								
								Ps 20

							
								
								#20: Praying for 
Government Leaders

							
								
								We should make it a priority to pray very specifically and consistently for our government leaders.

							
								
								20

							
						

						
								
								Ps 21

							
								
								#21: A Prayer of 
Thanksgiving

							
								
								We should always thank God for His blessings, including specific answers to our prayers.

							
								
								21

							
						

						
								
								Ps 22

							
								
								#22: A Call to Worship

							
								
								When we are reminded of Christ's suffering on the cross, we should never cease to worship Him from the depths of our hearts.

							
								
								22

							
						

						
								
								Ps 23

							
								
								#23: Our Eternal 
Shepherd

							
								
								When we consider that the Lord Jesus Christ is our shepherd, we should also remember that He is the eternal God who is without beginning and without end.

							
								
								23

							
						

						
								
								Ps 24

							
								
								#24: The God-Man

							
								
								When sharing the message of Christianity, we must make it clear that Jesus Christ is much more than a wonderful example and great teacher.

							
								
								24

							
						

						
								
								Ps 25 

							
								
								#25: Spiritual Growth

							
								
								If we are to grow and mature in our Christian experience, we must have a teachable spirit.

							
								
								25

							
						

						
								
								Ps 26

							
								
								#26: Unwavering Faith

							
								
								To stand firm in our faith without wavering, we are to trust in the Lord wholeheartedly and demonstrate integrity in all that we do.

							
								
								26

							
						

						
								
								Ps 27

							
								
								#27: Normal 
Ambivalence

							
								
								When we have a sense of confidence in God mixed with feelings of fear and anxiety, we should accept these conflicting experiences as part of being followers of Jesus Christ.

							
								
								27

							
						

						
								
								Ps 29

							
								
								#28: Godly Praise

							
								
								During the most difficult times in our lives, we should focus on praising God.

							
								
								28

							
						

						
								
								Ps 30

							
								
								#29: Prayer for Physical Healing

							
								
								When we are physically sick, we should not hesitate to ask spiritual leaders to pray for our healing.

							
								
								29

							
						

						
								
								Ps 31

							
								
								#30: Psychosomatic Illness

							
								
								When we are experiencing physical difficulties caused by emotional stress, we must address the problem at its root cause.

							
								
								30

							
						

						
								
								Ps 32

							
								
								#31: Instructing Others

							
								
								When we have sinned against God, we must experience true brokenness and repentance before we are qualified to admonish others.

							
								
								31

							
						

						
								
								Ps 33

							
								
								#32: God's Faithful Love

							
								
								We should consistently thank our creator and redeemer for His faithful mercy and love.

							
								
								32

							
						

						
								
								Ps 34

							
								
								#33: God's Unconditional Love

							
								
								No matter how foolish we've acted, we must trust God to restore us and never to forsake us. 

							
								
								33

							
						

						
								
								Ps 35

							
								
								#34: Responding to Injustice

							
								
								When we observe terrible injustices done to innocent people, including ourselves, we are to pray for God's intervention.

							
								
								34

							
						

						
								
								Ps 36

							
								
								#35: Extending God's Grace

							
								
								As those who have been saved by God's grace, we are to demonstrate concern for those who are lost and held captive by the power of sin.

							
								
								35

							
						

						
								
								Ps 37

							
								
								#36: An Eternal 
Perspective

							
								
								When we see wicked people flourishing, we are not to become frustrated and angry, realizing that God will ultimately reward us for our faithfulness, if not on this present earth, then in eternity.

							
								
								36

							
						

						
								
								Ps 38

							
								
								#37: Body, Soul, and Spirit

							
								
								When we fail to acknowledge our sins, we must be prepared to experience psychological repercussions as well as physical ailments that are caused by intense guilt.
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								Ps 39

							
								
								#38: God's Kingdom First

							
								
								In the light of eternity, we are to use our time, talent, and treasures wisely to achieve God's eternal purposes.
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								Ps 40

							
								
								#39: Victory through Christ

							
								
								When we are discouraged and even persecuted, we should patiently trust our Lord to deliver us from difficult circumstances.
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								#40: Caring for Others

							
								
								In view of Jesus Christ's sacrifice for us, we are to demonstrate sensitivity and a caring spirit toward those who are poor and needy.
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								Pss 42–43

							
								
								#41: Spiritual 
Depression

							
								
								If we are depressed primarily due to spiritual reasons, we should share our concerns with God and seek comfort from other brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.
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								Ps 44

							
								
								#42: When God Seems Silent

							
								
								We must remember that God is always concerned about us, even when He appears to be silent.
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								Ps 45

							
								
								#43: The Bride of Christ

							
								
								As those who are identified as the bride of Jesus Christ, we should be preparing ourselves spiritually for the glorious wedding supper of the Lamb.
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								#44: A Mighty Fortress

							
								
								When we are engaged in difficult circumstances and struggles, we are to be assured that someday we will dwell safely in a heavenly city that will never be destroyed.
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								Ps 47

							
								
								#45: King of Kings

							
								
								As followers of Jesus Christ, we are to look forward to the day when He will reign over all nations.
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								Ps 48

							
								
								#46: The New Jerusalem

							
								
								We are consistently to rejoice and praise God that we have an everlasting inheritance in God's eternal city.
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								Ps 49

							
								
								#47: Treasures in Heaven

							
								
								We must never allow our sense of security in material possessions to keep us from putting our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ in order to inherit eternal salvation.
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								Ps 50

							
								
								#48: Authentic Worship

							
								
								As believers, we are to offer ourselves to God in a way that reflects sacrificial worship and living.
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								Ps 51

							
								
								#49: Authentic 
Repentance

							
								
								When we sin and walk out of God's will, we are to respond to His loving discipline with a repentant and broken heart.
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								Ps 52

							
								
								#50: A Wicked Tongue

							
								
								We should always use words to help people, not to hurt them.
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								Ps 54

							
								
								#51: Praying for 
Protection and 
Vindication

							
								
								We are to seek God's protection and vindication when we are persecuted and betrayed by godless people.
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								Ps 55

							
								
								#52: Betrayal

							
								
								When we are betrayed by someone we have trusted implicitly, we are to follow the example of the Lord Jesus Christ, who prayed for His fickle friends and His worst enemies.
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								Ps 56

							
								
								#53: Our Eternal Hope

							
								
								When we face persecution, we should trust God, being assured that evil people may be able to destroy our bodies but never our souls.
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								Ps 57

							
								
								#54: The Power of Encouragement

							
								
								We should provide encouragement for one another—especially for those who are lonely and disheartened.
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								Ps 58

							
								
								#55: Being Salt and Light

							
								
								We are to take a proactive approach in praying for our political leaders so that we might continue to be salt and light in this world.
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								Ps 59

							
								
								#56: Praising God in 
Difficult Circumstances

							
								
								When we are despised by those who resent our biblical values, we should not only pray for protection but also for grace to praise God in the midst of these difficult circumstances.
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								Ps 60

							
								
								#57: The Armor of God

							
								
								When we are experiencing unusual success, we are to be on guard against satanic attacks.
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								Ps 61

							
								
								#58: Our Great High Priest

							
								
								Since the Lord Jesus Christ is our great high priest, we can approach God at any time for supernatural strength. 
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								Ps 63

							
								
								#59: God's Faithful Love

							
								
								More than any other blessing in our lives, we should constantly seek to know God and His faithful love.
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								Ps 64

							
								
								#60: A Two-Dimensional Prayer

							
								
								Though we are to pray for protection from evil people, we should also pray that they'll repent of their sins.
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								Ps 65

							
								
								#61: Generous Giving

							
								
								We are to give material gifts thankfully, joyfully, and consistently to help carry out the Great Commission. 
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								Ps 66

							
								
								#62: Witnessing through Praise

							
								
								We are to be ready to share with others what God has done for us through our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.
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								Ps 67

							
								
								#63: Lord of All

							
								
								We are to share the gospel with all people regardless of their gender, ethnic backgrounds, color, creed, and economic status. 
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								Ps 68:1-19

							
								
								#64: God's Grace

							
								
								As ordinary people, we should rejoice that God has chosen to display His grace in our lives.
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								Ps 68:20-35

							
								
								#65: The Day of the Lord

							
								
								Knowing that at any moment the day of grace could end and usher in the Day of the Lord, we are to do our part in communicating the message of salvation to those who are unsaved.
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								Ps 69

							
								
								#66: Our Great High Priest

							
								
								When we face difficulties, we should approach God with confidence, knowing that the Lord Jesus Christ is our mediator and is continually representing us before God.
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								Ps 71

							
								
								#67: Caring for the Elderly

							
								
								As adult children as well as local church leaders, we are to make sure that elderly people are cared for properly.

							
								
								67

							
						

						
								
								Ps 72

							
								
								#68: Making Christ King

							
								
								As members of Christ's church, we are to worship and serve Jesus Christ as our sovereign Lord and King.
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								Ps 73

							
								
								#69: Eternal Perspective

							
								
								We are to have an eternal perspective on material possessions rather than focusing on the temporary prosperity of the wicked.
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								Ps 74

							
								
								#70: God's Eternal Covenant

							
								
								No matter what happens in this life, we are to rest in God's promise to bring us safely home to heaven.
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								Ps 75

							
								
								#71: A Call to Humility

							
								
								When we are tempted to be prideful, we should reflect on God's sovereign grace and mercy in choosing us to be His children.
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								Ps 76

							
								
								#72: The Only Way

							
								
								We are to believe and teach the gospel message that only those who put their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ will inherit eternal life.
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								Ps 77

							
								
								#73: Remembering God

							
								
								When we are discouraged and even feel forsaken by God, we should reflect on the Lord's holiness, His power, and His past blessings and provisions.
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								Ps 78:1-8

							
								
								#74: Parental Nurture

							
								
								As parents, we are to teach our children God's eternal Word, and as pastors, we should make sure our churches support this teaching-learning process.
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								Ps 79:13

							
								
								#75: Forgiveness of Sins

							
								
								To experience continual forgiveness of sin and intimate fellowship with God, we must acknowledge our sins and then walk in God's will.
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								Ps 80

							
								
								#76: Abiding in Christ

							
								
								We must live in close fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ, drawing our strength from Him.
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								Ps 81

							
								
								#77: Avoiding Idolatry

							
								
								We are to be on guard against engaging in any form of idolatry.
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								Ps 82

							
								
								#78: Qualified 
Leadership

							
								
								We are to appoint leaders in the church who are spiritually qualified so that they will be good shepherds who care deeply for the needs of God's people.
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								Ps 83

							
								
								#79: Praying for 
Judgment

							
								
								When we pray for God's judgment on the enemies of righteousness, our primary motive should be that these evil people seek the one true God.
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								Ps 84

							
								
								#80: God's Sanctuary Today

							
								
								We are to be a living and unified sanctuary that reflects the divine unity that exists in the eternal community—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
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								Ps 85

							
								
								#81: Spiritual Renewal

							
								
								As members of our local churches, we should help one another experience continual transformation into the image of Jesus Christ.
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								Ps 86

							
								
								#82: Discovering God's Ways

							
								
								To discover God's will for our lives, we should read and study God's Word regularly.
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								Ps 87

							
								
								#83: The City of God

							
								
								We should discover principles from Israel's history that definitely apply to the functioning body of Christ.
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								Ps 88

							
								
								#84: Depression and Distortions

							
								
								When we become depressed, we should be aware that we may distort reality as we reflect on the past, describe the present, and anticipate the future.
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								Ps 89

							
								
								#85: God's Faithfulness

							
								
								We should rely on God to keep His promises even though it may appear He is not faithful.
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								Ps 90

							
								
								#86: Using Our Time Wisely

							
								
								Regardless of our age, we should use each new day God gives us to live in His will.
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								Ps 91

							
								
								#87: God's Protection

							
								
								When we face life-threatening circumstances, we can be sure that God will deliver us, whether in life or in death.
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								Ps 92

							
								
								#88: Praising God Regularly

							
								
								To be productive spiritually, we should praise God all the days of our lives for His constant love and faithfulness.
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								Ps 93

							
								
								#89: Authentic Worship

							
								
								To be able to worship God authentically, we must come to know our Creator personally as our majestic, all powerful, eternal, and holy King.
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								Ps 94

							
								
								#90: Walking in the Will of God

							
								
								Since God knows our every thought, word, and deed, we should seek to live in God's will every moment of every day.
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								Ps 95

							
								
								#91: True Repentance

							
								
								Even though we profess to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, we should make sure we have experienced the new birth through saving faith.
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								Ps 96

							
								
								#92: Our Corporate Witness

							
								
								Those who have accepted the Messiah as Lord and Savior should continually praise Him before the watching world.
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								Ps 97

							
								
								#93: Our Sovereign God

							
								
								We are to trust God implicitly, even though we cannot comprehend fully how His absolute authority and control blend with our free will.
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								Ps 99

							
								
								#94: Reflecting God's Holiness

							
								
								Because God is holy, we are to reflect His holiness in all relationships.
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								Ps 100

							
								
								#95: Being Thankful

							
								
								We are to thank God consistently for His goodness, His eternal love, and His faithfulness.
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								Ps 101

							
								
								#96: Our Adversary the Devil

							
								
								When we commit to practicing God's values, we must be on guard against Satanic attacks.
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								Ps 102

							
								
								#97: Our Great High Priest

							
								
								When we are experiencing human weaknesses of any kind, we should approach God with confidence, knowing that Jesus Christ is our intercessor and He can identify with all of our humanness.
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								Ps 103

							
								
								#98: Soul Worship

							
								
								To experience quality worship, we must respond to God's blessings in our innermost being.
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								Ps 104

							
								
								#99: God of Creation

							
								
								When we observe God's powerful and creative hand in nature, we are to praise and glorify Him from our heart and soul.
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								Ps 105:1-6

							
								
								#100: Remembering God's Blessings

							
								
								To deeply appreciate God's promises and provisions, we should regularly remember all that He has done for us in Christ Jesus.
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								Ps 106

							
								
								#101: Living Under Grace

							
								
								Though God is faithful, merciful, and forgiving, we should never continue to sin in order to experience more of His grace.
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								Ps 107

							
								
								#102: God's Faithful Love

							
								
								No matter what our predicaments, we are to remember the Lord's faithful love and cry out to Him for help and encouragement.
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								Ps 108

							
								
								#103: Confidence in God

							
								
								When we falter in our walk with God, we should draw strength from God's faithfulness to us.
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								Ps 110

							
								
								#104: Our Messianic King

							
								
								As members of Christ's church, we should continually acknowledge the Lord Jesus Christ as King of kings.
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								#105: Developing 
Righteous Character

							
								
								To develop godly character, we must first experience the righteousness received by faith, and then sincerely love and worship God and live in His will.
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								Pss 117–118

							
								
								#106: Responding to God's Love

							
								
								Because of God's faithful love in sending the Lord Jesus Christ to be our Savior, we should love Him with all our hearts. 
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								Ps 119:1-8

							
								
								#107: True Fulfillment

							
								
								To experience true fulfillment, we must continually learn and apply the principles in the inspired Word of God.
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								Ps 119:9-16

							
								
								#108: Childhood Nurture

							
								
								To fulfill God's ideal plan, we should begin to learn His Word as children so that we will seek to do His will throughout our lives.
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								Ps 119:17-24

							
								
								#109: Illumination and Discernment

							
								
								To clearly understand the Word of God, we are to rely on the divine Author, the Holy Spirit, to illumine our minds and hearts.
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								Ps 119:25-32

							
								
								#110: Human 
Responsibility

							
								
								To live in God's will, we must choose to follow and obey His Word.
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								Ps 119:41-48

							
								
								#111: Sharing the Gospel

							
								
								To speak the Word of God boldly and yet sensitively to those who are unsaved, we must develop a deep appreciation for God's love for us personally.

							
								
								111

							
						

						
								
								Ps 119:49-56

							
								
								#112: Hope and Comfort

							
								
								To experience hope and comfort in the midst of difficult circumstances, we are to focus on God's promises.
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								Ps 119:57-64

							
								
								#113: God's Standard

							
								
								To have intimate fellowship with God and one another, we must use the teachings of Scripture to evaluate our attitudes and actions. 
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								Ps 119:65-88

							
								
								#114: God's Faithful Love

							
								
								When we walk out of God's will, we should welcome God's discipline that He has designed to restore our relationship with Him. 
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								Ps 119:89-96

							
								
								#115: God's Eternal Word

							
								
								Though everything around us may be changing, we are to put our faith in the Word of God, which will endure forever. 
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								Ps 119:97-104

							
								
								#116: Loving God's Word

							
								
								To grow in wisdom and godliness, we should meditate on Scripture regularly.
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								Ps 119:105-112

							
								
								#117: Wisdom from Above

							
								
								We should consult the Word of God for perspective and guidance in all aspects of our lives.
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								Ps 119:113-120

							
								
								#118: Our Awesome God

							
								
								When we study the Scriptures, we should be both comforted by God's promises of protection and concerned when we disobey His commands.
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								Ps 119:121-128

							
								
								#119: A Biblical Priority

							
								
								We are to love God's Word and His will more than any of our earthly possessions.
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								Ps 119:129-136

							
								
								#120: Demonstrating Compassion

							
								
								We are to show compassion to those who ignore the teachings of the Word of God.
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								Ps 119:137-144

							
								
								#121: The Inspired Word

							
								
								Because God's Word is true and trustworthy, we should always evaluate all ideas and propositions in the light of Scripture.
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								Ps 119:145-152

							
								
								#122: Scripturally 
Oriented Prayers

							
								
								When we face crises in our lives, we should pray earnestly and confidently, using the Word of God as a basis for our prayers.
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								Ps 119:153-168

							
								
								#123: Standing Firm

							
								
								When we are persecuted by those who reject the values of Scripture, we should use this experience as an opportunity to demonstrate our faith and confidence in the Word of God.

							
								
								123

							
						

						
								
								Ps 119:169-176

							
								
								#124: Spiritual Food

							
								
								When we seem to have lost our way—even as believers—we should follow shepherds who will feed our souls with the eternal Word of God. 
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								Ps 120

							
								
								#125: Living 
Transformed Lives

							
								
								As we travel on our spiritual journey, we should ask God regularly to deliver us from dishonest and deceitful people and to help us to live honest and upright lives.
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								Ps 121

							
								
								#126: Focusing Our Faith

							
								
								As we travel on our spiritual journey, we are to keep our eyes on our personal protector, the Lord Jesus Christ.
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								Ps 122

							
								
								#127: Praying for 
Oneness

							
								
								As members of Christ's church, we should do all we can to maintain unity among ourselves as we continue our spiritual journey.
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								Ps 124

							
								
								#128: God's Strength

							
								
								As we continue our spiritual journey, we must look to God to sustain us and to protect us from Satan and his evil cohorts.

							
								
								128

							
						

						
								
								Ps 125

							
								
								#129: Our Eternal Hope

							
								
								When we face those who oppose us on our spiritual journey, we should be encouraged because of our eternal position in the Lord Jesus Christ.
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								Ps 126

							
								
								#130: Christian Reality

							
								
								We must avoid giving the impression that following Jesus Christ is an experience that is free from problems and difficulties.
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								Ps 127

							
								
								#131: The Blessing of Children

							
								
								Though children are a blessing from the Lord, we must avoid expecting the curses and blessings that God promised Israel under the old covenant.
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								Ps 128

							
								
								#132: An Eternal 
Inheritance

							
								
								We should walk in God's ways, being assured that regardless of our circumstances we are secure in Christ, now and eternally.
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								Ps 129

							
								
								#133: Our Eternal 
Salvation

							
								
								We must remember that those who hate us and our biblical values may destroy our mortal flesh but never our eternal hope in Christ.
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								Ps 130

							
								
								#134: Experiencing Forgiveness

							
								
								To experience forgiveness, we must receive God's gift of salvation, which is available to all who sincerely ask.
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								Ps 131

							
								
								#135: Sincere Humility

							
								
								When we consider who God is and what He has done for us, we should worship and serve Him with the utmost humility.
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								Ps 132:1-9

							
								
								#136: A Living Temple

							
								
								As God's living temple, we are to have an intense desire to be transformed into the image of the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								136

							
						

						
								
								Pss 133–
134

							
								
								#137: The Beauty of Unity

							
								
								We should do all we can to dwell together in love and unity so that those who do not know the Savior personally will believe.
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								Ps 135

							
								
								#138: Reasons for 
Worship

							
								
								We are to worship God—and God alone—because of who He is and what He has done for us in Jesus Christ.
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								#139: God's 
Immeasurable Love

							
								
								When we worship God, we are consistently to thank Him for His eternal, faithful love.
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								Ps 137

							
								
								#140: God's Amazing Grace

							
								
								When we worship God, we should express our deep appreciation to God for setting us free from past sins. 
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								Ps 138

							
								
								#141: Always Giving Thanks

							
								
								When we worship God we should thank Him for His faithfull promises.
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								Ps 139

							
								
								#142: God's 
Omniscience

							
								
								When we worship God, we should acknowledge that He knows everything about us—past, present, and future.
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								Pss 140–
141

							
								
								#143: Praying for 
Protection

							
								
								When we worship God, we should sincerely ask Him to protect us from all evil influences.
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								#144: Praise and Petition

							
								
								When we worship God, we should share our deepest feelings—our weaknesses, our fears, and our loneliness.
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								#145: A Prayer for Insight

							
								
								When we worship God, we should ask the Holy Spirit to open our hearts to the Word of God so we'll clearly understand His will for our lives.
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								#146: The Incarnation

							
								
								When we worship God, we should thank Him for sending the Lord Jesus Christ to be our Savior from sin.
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								Ps 145

							
								
								#147: Specific Blessings

							
								
								We should worship God every day because of who He is and what He has done for us.
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								Ps 146

							
								
								#148: Proper Focus

							
								
								When we lead others in worship, we are to help them focus on God rather than on ourselves.
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								#149: Proclaiming God's Praises

							
								
								When we worship, we should fulfill a major purpose for which God has called us—to proclaim His praises.
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								Ps 148

							
								
								#150: God Our Creator

							
								
								Though we may delight in what God has created, we are to worship only Him.
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								Ps 149

							
								
								#151: New Songs

							
								
								To worship God in our current culture, we should encourage gifted Christians to compose new songs that first and foremost focus on the Word of God and at the same time, reflect current forms of musical expression.
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								#152: Freedom in Form

							
								
								When we worship God, we should use the freedom God has given us to make our praise meaningful.
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				Psalms

				BOOK  I Psalms 1–41

				Psalm 1

				

	

The Two Ways

				1 How happy is the man

				who does not followa the advice of the wicked

				or takeb the path of sinners

				or join a groupc of mockers!

				2 Instead, his delight is in the Lord's instruction,

				and he meditates on it day and night.

				3 He is like a tree planted beside streams of waterd

				that bears its fruit in seasone

				and whose leaf does not wither.

				Whatever he does prospers.

				

				4 The wicked are not like this;

				instead, they are like chaff that the wind blows away.

				5 Therefore the wicked will not survivef 
the judgment,

				and sinners will not be in the community of the righteous.

				

				6 For the Lord watches over the way 
of the righteous,

				but the way of the wicked leads to ruin.

				A Principle to Live By - The Right Choice

				[image: Getz0520.png]

				#1 To inherit the gift of eternal life, we must receive the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior 
from sin.

				Using various metaphors, the author of this opening psalm introduces us to two ways, one that leads to eternal life and the other to eternal destruction. Jesus used a similar metaphor:

				Enter through the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the road is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who go through it. How narrow is the gate and difficult the road that leads to life, and few find it. (Mt 7:13-14)  (See Mt #19:The Way of Salvation.)

				Later, He left no question regarding how to inherit eternal life:

				I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. (Jn 14:6; see also Jn 10:7-10.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though these metaphors speak first and foremost of our decision whether to receive or reject the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, how does this introductory psalm also apply to Christians who make wrong choices following their conversion experience?

				

				Psalm 2

				

	

Coronation of the Son

				1 Why do the nations rebelg

				and the peoples plot in vain?

				2 The kings of the earth take their stand,

				and the rulers conspire together

				against the Lord and His Anointed One:h

				3 "Let us tear off their chains

				and free ourselves from their restraints."i

				

				4 The One enthronedj in heaven laughs;

				the Lord ridicules them.

				5 Then He speaks to them in His anger

				and terrifies them in His wrath:

				6 "I have consecrated My Kingk

				on •Zion, My holy mountain."

				

				7 I will declare the Lord's decree:

				He said to Me,"You are My Son;l

				today I have become Yourm Father.

				8 Ask of Me,

				and I will make the nations Yourn inheritance

				and the ends of the earth Youro possession.

				9 You will break p them with a rod of iron;

				Youq will shatter them like pottery."r

				

				

				10 So now, kings, be wise;

				receive instruction, you judges of the earth.

				11 Serve the Lord with reverential awe

				and rejoice with trembling.

				12 Pay homage tos the Son or Het will be angry

				and you will perish in your rebellion,u

				for Hisv anger may ignite at any moment.

				All those who take refuge in Himw are happy.

				A Principle to Live By - A Message of Warning

				[image: Getz0521.png]

				#2 Since the Lord Jesus Christ will someday bring judgment on all who reject His love and forgiveness, we are to balance God's message of hope with His message of retribution.

				Clearly, this psalm is about Jesus Christ and the destruction that threatens those who ultimately reject Him. The Hebrew word meshiyach, translated"Anointed One," is the same as the honorable title"Messiah." The Greek equivalent is christos, translated"Christ."

				In communicating the message of salvation, we like to focus on the gift of eternal life—what we receive when we accept Christ. However, it's easy to neglect the message of judgment—what will actually happen to all who reject the Savior. Jesus maintained this balance. For example, when sharing the message of the new birth with Nicodemus, He said,

				For God loved the world in this way: He gave His One and Only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son into the world that He might condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. Anyone who believes in Him is not condemned, but anyone who does not believe is already condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the One and Only Son of God. (Jn 3:16-18)  (See Jn #6:A New Life in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				What can happen when people hear the message of eternal life and fail to understand the message of eternal separation from Christ? (See Mt 7:21-23.)  (See Mt #19:The Way of Salvation.)

				

				Psalm 3

				

	

Confidence in Troubled Times

				A psalm of David when he fled from his son Absalom.

				1 Lord, how my foes increase!

				There are many who attack me.

				2 Many say about me,

				"There is no help for him in God."•Selah

				

				3 But You, Lord, are a shield around me,

				my glory, and the One who lifts up my head.

				4 I cry aloud to the Lord,

				and He answers me from His holy mountain.Selah

				

				5 I lie down and sleep;

				I wake again because the Lord sustains me.

				6 I am not afraid of the thousands of people

				who have taken their stand against me 
on every side.

				

				7 Rise up, Lord!

				Save me, my God!

				You strike all my enemies on the cheek;

				You break the teeth of the wicked.

				8 Salvation belongs to the Lord;

				may Your blessing be on Your people.Selah

				A Principle to Live By - Confident Living

				#3 We should begin each new day with the utmost confidence in God, believing He will never abandon us.

				[image: Getz0522.png]

				This psalm is identified as"A psalm of David when he fled from his son Absalom." Though these captions in the Psalter are not part of the actual text of Scripture, they are ancient and must be taken seriously. This psalm describes what David must have been feeling when Absalom surreptitiously stole the hearts of the people of Israel (2Sm 15:5-14). (See 2Sm #16:Ultimate Betrayal.)

				The apostle Paul practiced this principle in his own life in an extraordinary way. Though 
in prison facing death and abandoned by everyone, he faced each new day knowing that he had not been abandoned by God. Here are some of his final words that he wrote to Timothy:

				At my first defense, no one stood by me, but everyone deserted me. May it not be counted against them. But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that the proclamation might be fully made through me and all the Gentiles might hear. So I was rescued from the lion's mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil work and will bring me safely into His heavenly kingdom. To Him be the glory forever and ever! Amen. (2Tm 4:16-18)  (See 2Tm #11:A Loyal Friend.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the normal events in our lives that cause sleepless nights, and how can David's and Paul's perspectives help us face each new day with hope and encouragement? (See also Lm 3:22-23.)

				

				Psalm 4

				

	

A Night Prayer

				For the choir director: with stringed 
instruments. A Davidic psalm.

				1 Answer me when I call,

				God, who vindicates me.x

				You freed me from affliction;

				be gracious to me and hear my prayer.

				

				2 How long, exalted men, will my honor be insulted?

				How long will you love what is worthless

				and pursue a lie?•Selah

				3 Know that the Lord has set apart

				the faithful for Himself;

				the Lord will hear when I call to Him.

				4 Be angryy and do not sin;

				on your bed, reflect in your heart and be still.Selah

				5 Offer sacrifices in righteousnessz

				and trust in the Lord.

				

				6 Many are saying,"Who can show us 
anything good?"

				Look on us with favor, Lord.

				

				7 You have put more joy in my heart

				than they have when their grain and new wine abound.

				8 I will both lie down and sleep in peace,

				for You alone, Lord, make me live in safety.

				A Principle to Live By - Praying for Inner Peace
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				#4 When we are experiencing anxiety, particularly at the end of a difficult day, we should ask God for inner peace so that we can experience a restful night's sleep.

				David faced terrible slander and malicious lies. From the time David's brother, Eliab, accused him of being arrogant and having an"evil heart" until he became king and was betrayed by Absalom, he faced both verbal and physical attacks (1Sm 17:28; 2Sm 15:13-14). In many respects, this was the story of his life. 

				In the midst of these situations, prayer is what brought inner peace to David's heart. Perhaps Paul was reflecting on this psalm when he penned these words:

				Don't worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses every thought, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. (Php 4:6-7)  (See Php #11:Standing Firm.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why are false accusations so difficult to handle emotionally and spiritually?

				

				Psalm 5

				

	

The Refuge of the Righteous

				For the choir director: with the flutes. 
A Davidic psalm.

				1 Listen to my words, Lord;

				consider my sighing.

				2 Pay attention to the sound of my cry,

				my King and my God,

				for I pray to You.

				

				3 At daybreak,Lord, You hear my voice;

				at daybreak I plead my case to You and watch expectantly.

				

				4 For You are not a God who delights 
in wickedness;

				evil cannot dwell with You.

				5 The boastful cannot stand in Your presence;

				You hate all evildoers.

				6 You destroy those who tell lies;

				the Lord abhors a man of bloodshed 
and treachery.

				

				7 But I enter Your house

				by the abundance of Your faithful love;

				I bow down toward Your holy temple

				in reverential awe of You.

				8 Lord, lead me in Your righteousness

				because of my adversaries;aa

				make Your way straight before me.

				

				9 For there is nothing reliable in what they say;ab

				destruction is within them;

				their throat is an open grave;

				they flatter with their tongues.

				10 Punish them, God;

				let them fall by their own schemes.

				Drive them out because of their many crimes,

				for they rebel against You.

				

				11 But let all who take refuge in You rejoice;

				let them shout for joy forever.

				May You shelter them,

				and may those who love Your name boast about You.

				12 For You, Lord, bless the righteous one;

				You surround him with favor like a shield.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Privilege in Prayer
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				#5 Because the Lord Jesus Christ is our great high priest, we are to enter God's presence at any moment in order to share our deepest thoughts and needs.

				Though this psalm by David is sometimes classified as a morning prayer, it applies to every moment throughout the day. Furthermore, we no longer need to go to a special place of worship. We have direct access to God. The author of Hebrews captured this great truth when he wrote,

				Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens—Jesus the Son of God—let us hold fast to the confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tested in every way as we are, yet without sin. Therefore let us approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us at the proper time. (Heb 4:14-16)  (See Heb #8:Our Great High Priest.)

				Reflection and Response

				As you reflect on David's specific prayer request in Psalm 5:1-3, what words describe his sense of urgency, and how does this attitude apply to us today?

				

				Psalm 6

				

	

A Prayer for Mercy

				For the choir director: with stringed 
instruments, according to •Sheminith. 
A Davidic psalm.

				1 Lord, do not rebuke me in Your anger;

				do not discipline me in Your wrath.

				2 Be gracious to me, Lord, for I am weak;ac

				heal me,Lord, for my bones are shaking;

				3 my whole being is shaken with terror.

				And You, Lord — how long?

				

				4 Turn, Lord! Rescue me;

				save me because of Your faithful love.

				5 For there is no remembrance of You in death;

				who can thank You in •Sheol?

				

				6 I am weary from my groaning;

				with my tears I dampen my pillowad

				and drench my bed every night.

				7 My eyes are swollen from grief;

				they ae grow old because of all my enemies.

				

				8 Depart from me, all evildoers,

				for the Lord has heard the sound of my weeping.

				9 The Lord has heard my plea for help;

				the Lord accepts my prayer.

				10 All my enemies will be ashamed and shake with terror;

				they will turn back and suddenly be disgraced.

				A Principle to Live By - Deliverance from Depression
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				#6 When we face depression of any kind, we should share our deep feelings with God and ask for healing.

				David experienced deep depression for various reasons. Like Elijah, he likely became physically and psychologically exhausted at times (1Kg 19:1-5), especially when King Saul was determined to take his life.  (See 1Kg #28:Discouragement and Depression.)

				David also suffered depression with spiritual causes (Pss 42–43). His sensitive conscience caused deep conviction when he failed to trust God in desperate circumstances, or when he sinned against God as in the situation with Uriah and Bathsheba (Ps 51).  (Review Ps #49: Authentic Repentance.)

				In the New Testament, in addition to personal prayer, the Holy Spirit advocates corporate prayer. We are exhorted to consult our spiritual leaders and ask prayer for healing, whether the cause is physical, psychological, or spiritual. What James wrote certainly includes depression:

				Is anyone among you sick? He should call for the elders of the church, and they should pray over him after anointing him with olive oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick person, and the Lord will restore him to health; if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The urgent request of a righteous person is very powerful in its effect. (Jms 5:14-16)  (See Jms #14:Prayers of the Righteous.)

				Reflection and Response

				When we are seriously depressed for any reason, why is it important to ask for prayer and, if necessary, consult a qualified medical doctor who understands the various reasons for depression?  (See Jb #11:Discerning Depression.)

				

				Psalm 7

				

	

Prayer for Justice

				A Shiggaion of David, which he sang to the Lord concerning the words of •Cush, af a Benjaminite.

				1 •Yahweh my God, I seek refuge in You;

				save me from all my pursuers and rescue me

				2 or theyag will tear me like a lion,

				ripping me apart with no one to rescue me.ah

				

				3 Yahweh my God, if I have done this,

				if there is injustice on my hands,

				4 if I have done harm to one at peace with me

				or have plunderedai my adversary without cause,

				5 may an enemy pursue and overtake me;

				may he trample me to the ground

				and leave my honor in the dust.•Selah

				

				6 Rise up, Lord, in Your anger;

				lift Yourself up against the fury of my adversaries;

				awake for me; aj

				You have ordainedak a judgment.

				7 Let the assembly of peoples gather around You;

				take Your seat al on high over it.

				8 The Lord judges the peoples;

				vindicate me, Lord,

				according to my righteousness and my 
integrity.am

				

				9 Let the evil of the wicked come to an end,

				but establish the righteous.

				The One who examines the thoughts 
and emotionsan

				is a righteous God.

				10 My shield is withao God,

				who saves the upright in heart.

				11 God is a righteous judge

				and a God who shows His wrath every day.

				

				12 If anyone does not repent,

				Godap will sharpen His sword;

				He has strungaq His bow and made it ready.

				13 He has prepared His deadly weapons;

				He tips His arrows with fire.

				

				14 See, the wicked one is pregnant with evil,

				conceives trouble, and gives birth to deceit.

				15 He dug a pit and hollowed it out

				but fell into the hole he had made.

				16 His trouble comes back on his own head,

				and his violence falls on the top of his head.

				

				17 I will thank the Lord for His righteousness;

				I will sing about the name of Yahweh the •Most High.

				A Principle to Live By - Concern for Justice
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				#7 When we are falsely accused or abused, we should pray for justice, but our goal should always be to uphold God's righteousness.

				The introductory note in this psalm refers to"Cush, a Benjaminite." Since Saul himself was a Benjaminite, we can surmise that Cush— Shimei (2Sm 16:7-8) and Sheba (2Sm 20:1-2)—continued the battle against David after Saul died. David felt he was being unjustly treated and asked God to vindicate him. 

				In the New Testament, Jesus taught us to love our enemies and to pray for them (Mt 5:43-44). Paul became even more specific:

				Friends, do not avenge yourselves; instead, leave room for His wrath. For it is written: Vengeance belongs to Me; I will repay, says the Lord. But If your enemy is hungry, feed him. If he is thirsty, give him something to drink. For in so doing you will be heaping fiery coals on his head. Do not be conquered by evil, but conquer evil with good. (Rm 12:19-21)  (See Mt #12:Loving as Christ Loved.)

				What Jesus and Paul taught does not mean we shouldn't pray for and seek justice today. Through various political systems in the world, God has given government leaders the responsibility to enforce justice (Rm 13:4). We are not to avenge ourselves.  (See Rm #25:Civic Responsibilities.)

				Reflection and Response

				What should a Christian do for self-protection when lawlessness seems to be out of control?

				

				Psalm 8

				

	

God's Glory, Man's Dignity

				For the choir director: on the •Gittith. 
A Davidic psalm.

				1 •Yahweh, our Lord,

				how magnificent is Your name throughout the earth!

				

				You have covered the heavens with Your majesty.ar

				2 Because of Your adversaries,

				You have established a stronghold as

				from the mouths of children and nursing infants

				to silence the enemy and the avenger.

				

				3 When I observe Your heavens,

				the work of Your fingers,

				the moon and the stars,

				which You set in place,

				4 what is man that You remember him,

				the son of man that You look after him?

				5 You made him little less than God at, au

				and crowned him with glory and honor.

				6 You made him lord over the works of Your hands;

				You put everything under his feet:av

				7 all the sheep and oxen,

				as well as the animals in the wild,

				8 the birds of the sky,

				and the fish of the sea

				that pass through the currents of the seas.

				

				9 Yahweh, our Lord,

				how magnificent is Your name throughout the earth!

				A Principle to Live by - The Dignity of Man
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				#8 When we're tempted to think more or less of ourselves than we should, we are to think of how great God is and that we are made in His image.

				Appropriately, this psalm begins and ends with God's magnificence and glory (vv. 1,9). However, the centerpiece is the Lord's highest creation, mankind. We have physical bodies, and at the same time are spirit beings. Angels are spirits only, and animals are bodies only. As human beings, we are uniquely created to honor and glorify God our Maker.

				Unfortunately, when sin entered the world, it impacted everything God created. We now have the capacity to degenerate and live as if no God image remains in us. Paul certainly described this human condition in his letter to the Romans.  (See Rm #3:Sin's Devastating Results.)

				Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away, and look, new things have come. (2Co 5:17)  (See Rm #6:Salvation through Faith.)

				Reflection and Response

				When we tend to feel bad about ourselves because of our human weaknesses, how should this psalm and who we are in the Lord Jesus Christ help us correct a bad self-image?

				

				Psalm 9

				

	

Celebration of God's Justice

				For the choir director: according to Muth-labben. A Davidic psalm.

				1 I will thank •Yahweh with all my heart;

				I will declare all Your wonderful works.

				2 I will rejoice and boast about You;

				I will sing about Your name, •Most High.

				

				3 When my enemies retreat,

				they stumble and perish before You.

				4 For You have upheld my just cause;aw

				You are seated on Your throne as a 
righteous judge.

				5 You have rebuked the nations:

				You have destroyed the wicked;

				You have erased their name forever and ever.

				6 The enemy has come to eternal ruin;

				You have uprooted the cities,

				and the very memory of them has perished.

				

				7 But the Lord sits enthroned forever;

				He has established His throne for judgment.

				8 He judges the world with righteousness;

				He executes judgment on the nations 
with fairness.

				9 The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed,

				a refuge in times of trouble.

				10 Those who know Your name trust in You

				because You have not abandoned

				those who seek You, Yahweh.

				

				11 Sing to the Lord, who dwells in •Zion;

				proclaim His deeds among the nations.

				12 For the One who seeks an accounting

				for bloodshed remembers them;

				He does not forget the cry of the afflicted.

				

				13 Be gracious to me, Lord;

				consider my affliction at the hands of those who hate me.

				Lift me up from the gates of death,

				14 so that I may declare all Your praises.

				I will rejoice in Your salvation

				within the gates of Daughter Zion.

				

				15 The nations have fallen into the pit they made;

				their foot is caught in the net they have 
concealed.

				16 The Lord has revealed Himself;

				He has executed justice,

				striking downax the wicked ay

				by the work of their hands.•Higgaion. •Selah

				

				17 The wicked will return to •Sheol —

				all the nations that forget God.

				18 For the oppressed will not always be forgotten;

				the hope of the afflicted az will not perish forever.

				

				19 Rise up, Lord! Do not let man prevail;

				let the nations be judged in Your presence.

				20 Put terror in them, Lord;

				let the nations know they are only men.Selah

				A Principle to Live By - Praising God 
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				#9 We are to sincerely praise God no matter the circumstances.

				This is one of the first psalms that focuses primarily on praise—praise for past victories (vv. 1-12) and then prayer for future victories (vv. 13-20). 

				The key words are in the opening verse: David was praising God with his whole heart. He was not just reciting words, which happens to many of us when we engage in routine worship. Furthermore, the true test of our heart condition is whether or not we praise God no matter what is happening—whether good or bad. In this psalm, David was consistent.

				To the Thessalonians who were experiencing unusual persecution, Paul wrote,

				Rejoice always! Pray constantly. Give thanks in everything, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. (1Th 5:16-18)

				Paul was not exhorting these believers to rejoice and thank God for persecution per se, but rather to be joyous and thankful that God would never forsake them in the midst of their trials. He would always provide grace and strength to endure whatever the circumstances. (See the example of Paul and Silas while in prison in Philippi in Ac 16:22-25.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to interpret the true meaning of Paul's exhortation to"give thanks in everything"?

				

				Psalm 10

				1 Lord, ba why do You stand so far away?

				Why do You hide in times of trouble?

				2 In arrogance the wicked relentlessly pursue the afflicted;

				let them be caught in the schemes they have 
devised.

				

				3 For the wicked one boasts about his own 
cravings;

				the one who is greedy cursesbb and despises the Lord.

				4 In all his scheming,

				the wicked arrogantly thinks:bc

				"There is no accountability,

				since God does not exist."

				5 His ways are always secure;bd

				Your lofty judgments are beyond his sight;

				he scoffs at all his adversaries.

				6 He says to himself,"I will never be moved —

				from generation to generation without calamity."

				7 Cursing, deceit, and violence fill his mouth;

				trouble and malice are under his tongue.

				8 He waits in ambush near the villages;

				he kills the innocent in secret places.

				His eyes are on the lookout for the helpless;

				9 he lurks in secret like a lion in a thicket.

				He lurks in order to seize the afflicted;

				he seizes the afflicted and drags him in his net.

				10 So he is oppressed and beaten down;

				the helpless fall because of his strength.

				11 He says to himself,"God has forgotten;

				He hides His face and will never see."

				

				12 Rise up, Lord God! Lift up Your hand.

				Do not forget the afflicted.

				13 Why has the wicked person despised God?

				He says to himself,"You will not demand 
an account."

				14 But You Yourself have seen trouble and grief,

				observing it in order to take the matter into Your hands.

				The helpless entrusts himself to You;

				You are a helper of the fatherless.

				15 Break the arm of the wicked and evil person;

				call his wickedness into account

				until nothing remains of it.be

				

				16 The Lord is King forever and ever;

				the nations will perish from His land.

				17 Lord, You have heard the desire of the humble; bf

				You will strengthen their hearts.

				You will listen carefully,

				18 doing justice for the fatherless and the 
oppressed

				so that men of the earth may terrify them no more.

				A Principle to Live By - Standing Firm
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				#10 Even though unrighteous people arrogantly turn their backs on God and yet seem to prosper, we should not yield to the temptation to follow in their footsteps.

				As we look about us, much of what David observed is still seen in the world today. Arrogance reigns as evil people prosper. Foul and violent language permeates the landscape (v. 7). Drug lords and pornographers pervert, trap, and even kill (vv. 8-9). Furthermore, there seems to be no accountability to God (vv. 4,13).

				How should we react? David's response serves as a model for us all: 

				
						We should ask God for protection (v. 12). 

						We must believe that God does see and care (v. 14). 

						We can be certain that the Lord will eventually judge all those who will not turn from evil (v. 15).

				

				In the first century, the apostle Peter predicted similar arrogance on the part of unbelievers."Scoffers will come," denying God's involvement in the lives of people (2Pt 3:3-4). However, Peter reminded us that judgment will come and that God has only postponed this punishment because of His love for all humanity:

				The Lord does not delay His promise, as some understand delay, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance. (2Pt 3:9)  (See  2Pt #5:Looking for Christ's Return.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul address the influence of evil in his final letter (2Tm 3)?  (See 2Tm #8:Standing Firm on Scripture.)

				

				Psalm 11

				

	

Refuge in the Lord

				For the choir director. Davidic.

				1 I have taken refuge in the Lord.

				How can you say to me,

				"Escape to the mountain like a bird!bg

				2 For look, the wicked string the bow;

				they put thebh arrow on the bowstring

				to shoot from the shadows at the upright in heart.

				3 When the foundations are destroyed,

				what can the righteous do?"

				

				4 The Lord is in His holy temple;

				the Lord's throne is in heaven.

				His eyes watch; He examinesbi •everyone.

				5 The Lord examines the righteous and the 
wicked.

				He hates the lover of violence.

				6 He will rain burning coals bj and sulfur on the wicked;

				a scorching wind will be their portion.bk

				7 For the Lord is righteous; He loves 
righteous deeds.

				The upright will see His face.

				A Principle to Live By - A Strong Foundation
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				#11 Even though moral and ethical foundations may be eroding, we should ask God to help us stay true to biblical values.

				We're not certain what events in David's life motivated him to pen this psalm. Obviously, it was a traumatic period in his experience. 

				As Christians in most cultures of the world, our spiritual foundations are indeed being attacked, which should not surprise us. This is why we must stand firm on Scripture and keep our eyes focused on Jesus Christ,"the source and perfecter of our faith" (Heb 12:1-2).  (See Heb #18:Focusing on Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				In a world where spiritual and moral foundations are being destroyed, how did Jesus address this issue (Mt 7:24-29)?  (See Mt #20:A Solid Foundation.)

				

				Psalm 12

				

	

Oppression by the Wicked

				For the choir director: according to 
•Sheminith. A Davidic psalm.

				1 Help, Lord, for no faithful one remains;

				the loyal have disappeared from the •human race.

				2 They lie to one another;

				they speak with flattering lips and deceptive 
hearts.

				3 May the Lord cut off all flattering lips

				and the tongue that speaks boastfully.

				4 They say,"Through our tongues we have 
power;bl

				our lips are our own — who can be our master?"

				

				5 "Because of the oppression of the afflicted

				and the groaning of the poor,

				I will now rise up," says the Lord.

				"I will put the one who longs for it in a safe place."

				

				6 The words of the Lord are pure words,

				like silver refined in an earthen furnace,

				purified seven times.

				

				7 You, Lord, will guard us; bm

				You will protect us bn from this generation forever.

				8 The wicked wanderbo everywhere,

				and what is worthless is exalted by the human race.

				A Principle to Live By - Avoiding Deception
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				#12 In a world of lies and deception, we should consistently evaluate what we read, hear, and see in light of the message in the Holy Scriptures. 

				Evil people become masters at deception, spinning their words to communicate false messages. David faced that reality, and so do we. The secular media abounds with deceptive messages that blatantly contradict Scripture. In the religious world, deception becomes even more lethal in leading people astray since many who promote false messages claim to be speaking for God.

				The apostle Peter addressed this issue in the first century when he wrote,

				But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, and will bring swift destruction on themselves. Many will follow their unrestrained ways, and the way of truth will be blasphemed because of them. They will exploit you in their greed with deceptive words. (2Pt 2:1-3a)  (See 2Pt #4:False Teachers.)

				The challenge all of us face as Christians is to make sure we evaluate all messages in the light of the written, eternal Word of God. Ultimately, it is the only source we can trust. 

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways are some Christians being deceived by messages that contradict the Scriptures?

				

				Psalm 13

				

	

A Plea for Deliverance

				For the choir director. A Davidic psalm.

				1 Lord, how long will You forget me?

				Forever?

				How long will You hide Your face from me?

				2 How long will I store up anxious concernsbp within me,

				agony in my mind every day?

				How long will my enemy dominate me?

				3 Consider me and answer, Lord my God.

				Restore brightness to my eyes;

				otherwise, I will sleep in death.

				4 My enemy will say,"I have triumphed 
over him,"

				and my foes will rejoice because I am shaken.

				

				5 But I have trusted in Your faithful love;

				my heart will rejoice in Your deliverance.

				6 I will sing to the Lord

				because He has treated me generously.

				A Principle to Live By - Openness and Vulnerability
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				#13 When we feel abandoned by God, we should share our feelings, both with God and with other trustworthy Christians.

				This was clearly a very low period in David's life. He was so depressed he thought he was going to die (v. 3). He even thought the Lord had forgotten him. Consequently, he was very vulnerable in sharing his feelings with God—and with us. 

				God is not threatened by our doubts or negative feelings. Furthermore, as believers we are to"carry one another's burdens" (Gl 6:2), which certainly includes our feelings of despair. It's also in this context we are to"pray for one another" (Jms 5:16).  (See Jb #7:Honesty with God.)

				Reflection and Response

				As we look at the context of Galatians 6:2 and James 5:16, why is it important to share these feelings with mature, trustworthy Christians?

				

				Psalm 14

				

	

A Portrait of Sinners

				For the choir director. Davidic.

				1 The fool says in his heart,"God does not exist."

				They are corrupt; they do vile deeds.

				There is no one who does good.

				2 The Lord looks down from heaven on the 
•human race

				to see if there is one who is wise,

				one who seeks God.

				3 All have turned away;

				all alike have become corrupt.

				

				There is no one who does good,

				not even one. bq

				

				4 Will evildoers never understand?

				They consume My people as they consume bread;

				they do not call on the Lord.

				

				5 Thenbr they will be filled with terror,

				for God is with those who arebs righteous.

				6 You sinners frustrate the plans of the afflicted,

				but the Lord is his refuge.

				

				7 Oh, that Israel's deliverance would come from •Zion!

				When the Lord restores the fortunes of His 
people,bt

				Jacob will rejoice; Israel will be glad.bu

				A Principle to Live By - An Unbelieving Heart
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				#14 We must be on guard against claiming to believe in God while acting as if He does not 
exist.

				What Paul wrote in Romans elaborates on what David had written centuries earlier:

				For though they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God or show gratitude. Instead, their thinking became nonsense, and their senseless minds were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man, birds, four-footed animals, and reptiles. (Rm 1:21-23)  (See Rm #3:Sin's Devastating Results.)

				Later, Paul quoted David, demonstrating why we all need a Savior:

				What then? Are we any better? Not at all! For we have previously charged that both Jews and Gentiles are all under sin, as it is written: There is no one righteous, not even one. There is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. All have turned away; all alike have become useless. There is no one who does what is good, not even one. (Rm 3:9-12)  (See Rm #6:Salvation through Faith.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important for all of us who profess to believe in God and Jesus Christ to at some point test the reality of our faith?  (See Heb #6:Heart Evaluation.)

				

				Psalm 15

				

	

A Description of the Godly

				A Davidic psalm.

				1 Lord, who can dwell in Your tent?

				Who can live on Your holy mountain?

				

				2 The one who lives honestly, practices 
righteousness,

				and acknowledges the truth in his heart —

				3 who does not slander with his tongue,

				who does not harm his friend

				or discredit his neighbor,

				4 who despises the one rejected by the Lordbv

				but honors those who •fear the Lord,

				who keeps his word whatever the cost,

				5 who does not lend his money at interest

				or take a bribe against the innocent —

				the one who does these things will never be moved.

				A Principle to Live By - Imitating Jesus Christ
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				#15 To have intimate fellowship with God, we must become more and more like Jesus Christ in the way we live.

				When David posed two questions and then answered them, he was not outlining a doctrine of salvation by works. Rather, he was speaking about our fellowship with God as true believers—a doctrine of progressive sanctification where we become more like Christ. As Paul wrote, we are saved"by grace through faith . . . not from works, so that no one can boast" (Eph 2:8-9). However, we have been"created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time" (Eph 2:10). David was writing about the"good works" that should result once we are saved.  (See Eph #4:God's Gift.)

				The apostle John also helps us to understand the answer to David's questions:

				Now this is the message we have heard from Him and declare to you: God is light, and there is absolutely no darkness in Him. If we say,"We have fellowship with Him," yet we walk in darkness, we are lying and are not practicing the truth. But if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say,"We have no sin," we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1Jn 1:5-9)  (See 1Jn #3:Practicing the Truth.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though we all sin, even as Christians, what may be the case if we deliberately and consistently walk out of fellowship with God?  (See Heb #19:God's Discipline.)

				

				

				

				

				Psalm 16

				

	

Confidence in the Lord

				A Davidic •Miktam.

				1 Protect me, God, for I take refuge in You.

				2 I bw said to •Yahweh,"You are my Lord;

				I have nothing good besides You."bx

				3 As for the holy people who are in the land,

				they are the noble ones.

				All my delight is in them.

				4 The sorrows of those who take another god

				for themselves will multiply;

				I will not pour out their •drink offerings of blood,

				and I will not speak their names with my lips.

				

				5 Lord, You are my portionby

				and my cup of blessing;

				You hold my future.

				6 The boundary lines have fallen for me

				in pleasant places;

				indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance.

				

				7 I will praise the Lord who counsels me —

				even at night my conscience instructs me.

				8 I keep the Lord in mindbz always.

				Because He is at my right hand,

				I will not be shaken.

				

				9 Therefore my heart is glad

				and my spirit rejoices;

				my body also rests securely.

				10 For You will not abandon me to •Sheol;

				You will not allow Your Faithful One to see decay.

				11 You reveal the path of life to me;

				in Your presence is abundant joy;

				in Your right hand are eternal pleasures.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Eternal Hope
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				#16 We are to be absolutely confident that because of Christ's resurrection from the dead, we too will live eternally.

				Though much of this psalm refers to David's own experience, there are statements that definitely refer to the Lord Jesus Christ. In fact, Peter referenced this psalm when explaining Christ's resurrection:

				Brothers, I can confidently speak to you about the patriarch David: He is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn an oath to him to seat one of his descendants on his throne. Seeing this in advance, he spoke concerning the resurrection of the Messiah: He was not left in Hades, and His flesh did not experience decay. God has resurrected this Jesus. We are all witnesses of this. (Ac 2:29-32)

				Though David did not fully comprehend the prophetic meaning of everything he wrote, the Holy Spirit orchestrated his thoughts so as to record truth that points to the fulfillment of the Abrahamic covenant—that all the people on the earth will be blessed through Abraham's seed, the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ.

				Reflection and Response

				What happens to the message of the gospel if we're taught the lie that Christ's resurrection was in spirit only?  (See 1Co #31:Resurrected Bodies.)

				

				Psalm 17

				

	

A Prayer for Protection

				A Davidic prayer.

				1 Lord, hear a just cause;

				pay attention to my cry;

				listen to my prayer —

				from lips free of deceit.

				2 Let my vindication come from You,

				for You see what is right.

				3 You have tested my heart;

				You have examined me at night.

				You have tried me and found nothing evil;

				I have determined that my mouth 
will not sin.ca

				4 Concerning what people do:

				by the word of Your lips

				I have avoided the ways of the violent.

				5 My steps are on Your paths;

				my feet have not slipped.

				

				6 I call on You, God,

				because You will answer me;

				listen closely to me; hear what I say.

				7 Display the wonders of Your faithful love,

				Savior of all who seek refuge

				from those who rebel against Your right hand.cb

				8 Protect me as the pupil of Your eye;

				hide me in the shadow of Your wings

				9 fromcc the wicked who treat me violently,cd

				my deadly enemies who surround me.

				

				10 They have become hardened;ce

				their mouths speak arrogantly.

				11 They advance against me; cf now they 
surround me.

				They are determinedcg

				to throw me to the ground.

				12 They arech like a lion eager to tear,

				like a young lion lurking in ambush.

				

				13 Rise up, Lord!

				Confront him; bring him down.

				With Your sword, save me from the wicked.

				14 With Your hand, Lord, save me from men,

				from men of the world

				whose portion is in this life:

				You fill their bellies with what You have 
in store;

				their sons are satisfied,

				and they leave their surplus to their children.

				

				15 But I will see Your face in righteousness;

				when I awake, I will be satisfied with Your 
presence.ci

				

				

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - A Clean Heart
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				#17 When we are seeking God's help, we are to examine our hearts to see if we are violating God's will.

				After David had confessed his sins, he was able to begin this prayer with a clean heart.  We can do the same. Though our past, present, and future sins are paid for, we must acknowledge our sins, turn from them, and once again walk in fellowship with God. Then we can approach the holy, righteous, and all-powerful God boldly and ask our greatest Friend for help. We can plead our case based on the purifying blood of Jesus Christ that continues to cleanse us from all sin (1Jn 1:9).

				The author of Hebrews wrote,

				Therefore, brothers, since we have boldness to enter the sanctuary through the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way He has opened for us through the curtain (that is, His flesh ), and since we have a great high priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed in pure water. (Heb 10:19-22)

				Reflection and Response

				According to the apostle Peter, how does sinful behavior impact our prayer life? (See 1Pt 3:7.)

				

				Psalm 18

				

	

Praise for Deliverance

				For the choir director. Of the servant of the Lord, David, who spoke the words of this song to the Lord on the day the Lord rescued him from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul. He said:

				1 I love You, Lord, my strength.

				2 The Lord is my rock,

				my fortress, and my deliverer,

				my God, my mountain where I seek refuge,

				my shield and the •horn of my salvation,

				my stronghold.

				3 I called to the Lord, who is worthy of praise,

				and I was saved from my enemies.

				

				4 The ropes of death were wrapped around me;

				the torrents of destruction terrified me.

				5 The ropes of •Sheol entangled me;

				the snares of death confronted me.

				6 I called to the Lord in my distress,

				and I cried to my God for help.

				From His temple He heard my voice,

				and my cry to Him reached His ears.

				

				7 Then the earth shook and quaked;

				the foundations of the mountains trembled;

				they shook because He burned with anger.

				8 Smoke rose from His nostrils,

				and consuming fire came from His mouth;

				coals were set ablaze by it.cj

				9 He parted the heavens and came down,

				a dark cloud beneath His feet.

				10 He rode on a cherub and flew,

				soaring on the wings of the wind.

				11 He made darkness His hiding place,

				dark storm clouds His canopy around Him.

				12 From the radiance of His presence,

				His clouds swept onward with hail and 
blazing coals.

				13 The Lord thundered from ck heaven;

				the •Most High projected His voice. cl

				14 He shot His arrows and scattered them;

				He hurledcm lightning bolts and routed them.

				15 The depths of the sea became visible,

				the foundations of the world were exposed,

				at Your rebuke, Lord,

				at the blast of the breath of Your nostrils.

				

				16 He reached down from heaven

				and took hold of me;

				He pulled me out of deep waters.

				17 He rescued me from my powerful enemy

				and from those who hated me,

				for they were too strong for me.

				18 They confronted me in the day of my distress,

				but the Lord was my support.

				19 He brought me out to a spacious place;

				He rescued me because He delighted in me.

				

				20 The Lord rewarded me

				according to my righteousness;

				He repaid me

				according to the cleanness of my hands.

				21 For I have kept the ways of the Lord

				and have not turned from my God to wickedness.

				22 Indeed, I have kept all His ordinances in mindcn

				and have not disregarded His statutes.

				23 I was blameless toward Him

				and kept myself from sinning.

				24 So the Lord repaid me

				according to my righteousness,

				according to the cleanness of my hands in His sight.

				

				25 With the faithful

				You prove Yourself faithful;

				with the blameless man

				You prove Yourself blameless;

				26 with the pure

				You prove Yourself pure,

				but with the crooked

				You prove Yourself shrewd.

				27 For You rescue an afflicted people,

				but You humble those with haughty eyes.

				28 Lord, You light my lamp;

				my God illuminates my darkness.

				29 With You I can attack a barrier,co

				and with my God I can leap over a wall.

				

				30 God — His way is perfect;

				the word of the Lord is pure.

				He is a shield to all who take refuge in Him.

				31 For who is God besides •Yahweh?

				And who is a rock? Only our God.

				32 God — He clothes me with strength

				and makes my way perfect.

				33 He makes my feet like the feet of a deer

				and sets me securely on the heights.cp

				34 He trains my hands for war;

				my arms can bend a bow of bronze.

				35 You have given me the shield of Your salvation;

				Your right hand upholds me,

				and Your humility exalts me.

				36 You widen a place beneath me for my steps,

				and my ankles do not give way.

				

				37 I pursue my enemies and overtake them;

				I do not turn back until they are wiped out.

				38 I crush them, and they cannot get up;

				they fall beneath my feet.

				39 You have clothed me with strength for battle;

				You subdue my adversaries beneath me.

				40 You have made my enemies retreat before me;cq

				I annihilate those who hate me.

				41 They cry for help, but there is no one to save them —

				they cry to the Lord, but He does not answer 
them.

				42 I pulverize them like dust before the wind;

				I trample them cr like mud in the streets.

				

				43 You have freed me from the feuds among the people;

				You have appointed me the head of nations;

				a people I had not known serve me.

				44 Foreigners submit to me grudgingly;

				as soon as they hear,cs they obey me.

				45 Foreigners lose heart

				and come trembling from their fortifications.

				

				46 The Lord lives — may my rock be praised!

				The God of my salvation is exalted.

				47 God — He gives me vengeance

				and subdues peoples under me.

				48 He frees me from my enemies.

				You exalt me above my adversaries;

				You rescue me from violent men.

				49 Therefore I will praise You, Yahweh, among the nations;

				I will sing about Your name.

				50 He gives great victories to His king;

				He shows loyalty to His anointed,

				to David and his descendants forever.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Unshakeable Foundation
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				#18 We must always build our spiritual lives on Jesus Christ, who is a solid foundation that will never fail.

				In this psalm, King David looked back historically and then forward prophetically. Historically, he thanked God for the way He again and again delivered him from King Saul who desperately wanted to take his life. The Lord had been David's"rock" and"fortress" (v. 2).

				Looking forward, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, David pointed to Jesus Christ who would be the rock, or as Paul described Him, the solid foundation for the church.

				According to God's grace that was given to me, I have laid a foundation as a skilled master builder, and another builds on it. But each one must be careful how he builds on it. For no one can lay any other foundation than what has been laid down. That foundation is Jesus Christ. (1Co 3:10-11)  (See 1Co #8:The True Foundation.)

				The apostle Peter used a related metaphor, identifying all true believers as"living stones" that are"being built into a spiritual house" (1Pt 2:5). As Jesus stated, this"house" will endure the storms and winds of life because its foundation is on the rock, Jesus Christ Himself (Mt 7:25; see also 1Pt 2:6-8). (See Mt #20:A Solid Foundation.)

				Paul confirmed the messianic nature of this psalm, referencing verse 49, demonstrating that the promise to Abraham includes the whole world:

				For I say that the Messiah became a servant of the circumcised on behalf of God's truth, to confirm the promises to the fathers, and so that Gentiles may glorify God for His mercy. As it is written: Therefore I will praise You among the Gentiles, and I will sing psalms to Your name. (Rm 15:8-9)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to understand the stability we have in Christ, from a personal as well as a corporate perspective?

				

				Psalm 19

				

	

The Witness of Creation and Scripture

				For the choir director. A Davidic psalm.

				1 The heavens declare the glory of God,

				and the skyct proclaims the work of His hands.

				2 Day after day they pour out speech;

				night after night they communicate knowledge.cu

				3 There is no speech; there are no words;

				their voice is not heard.

				4 Their message cv has gone out to all the earth,

				and their words to the ends of the world.

				

				In the heavenscw He has pitched a tent for the sun.

				5 It is like a groom coming from thecx bridal 
chamber;

				it rejoices like an athlete running a course.

				6 It rises from one end of the heavens

				and circlescy to their other end;

				nothing is hidden from its heat.

				

				7 The instruction of the Lord is perfect,

				renewing one's life;

				the •testimony of the Lord is trustworthy,

				making the inexperienced wise.

				8 The precepts of the Lord are right,

				making the heart glad;

				the command of the Lord is radiant,

				making the eyes light up.

				9 The •fear of the Lord is pure,

				enduring forever;

				the ordinances of the Lord are reliable

				and altogether righteous.

				10 They are more desirable than gold —

				than an abundance of pure gold;

				and sweeter than honey,

				which comes from the honeycomb.

				11 In addition, Your servant is warned by them;

				there is great reward in keeping them.

				

				12 Who perceives his unintentional sins?

				Cleanse me from my hidden faults.

				13 Moreover, keep Your servant from willful sins;

				do not let them rule over me.

				Then I will be innocent

				and cleansed from blatant rebellion.

				14 May the words of my mouth

				and the meditation of my heart

				be acceptable to You,

				Lord, my rock and my Redeemer.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Written Revelation
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				#19 To help people understand clearly the message of salvation and spiritual growth, we must focus on communicating God's revelation in Scripture.

				Anyone who has"eyes to see" and"ears to hear" (Ezk 12:2) can discern that God is speaking through nature. Paul affirmed David's perspective in his letter to the Romans:

				For His invisible attributes, that is, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen since the creation of the world, being understood through what He has made. As a result, people are without excuse. (Rm 1:20)

				However, God recognized the limitations in natural revelation. This is why He has given us the Holy Scriptures—His very words. David captured the essence of Scripture with the words"instruction,"testimony,"precepts,"command,"fear," and"ordinances." In each case,"the Lord" is the divine source (Ps 19:7-9). Therefore, David described the beauty of Scripture with the words"perfect,"trustworthy,"right,"radiant,"pure," and"reliable." He also stated the purpose of Scripture with the phrases"renewing one's life,"making the inexperienced wise,"making the heart glad,"making the eyes light up,"enduring forever," and"altogether righteous."

				Centuries later, the author of Hebrews wrote, 

				For the word of God is living and effective and sharper than any double-edged sword, penetrating as far as the separation of soul and spirit, joints and marrow. It is able to judge the ideas and thoughts of the heart. (Heb 4:12)  (See Heb #7:The Word of God.)

				Reflection and Response

				In view of the superiority of God's special revelation in Scripture, how can we help Christians devote more time to studying the Word of God?

				

				Psalm 20

				

	

Deliverance in Battle

				For the choir director. A Davidic psalm.

				1 May •Yahweh answer you in a day of trouble;

				may the name of Jacob's God protect you.

				2 May He send you help from the sanctuary

				and sustain you from •Zion.

				3 May He remember all your offerings

				and accept your •burnt offering.•Selah

				

				

				4 May He give you what your heart desires

				and fulfill your whole purpose.

				5 Let us shout for joy at your victory

				and lift the banner in the name of our God.

				May Yahweh fulfill all your requests.

				

				6 Now I know that the Lord gives victory to His anointed;

				He will answer him from His holy heaven

				with mighty victories from cz His right hand.

				7 Some take pride in chariots, and others 
in horses,

				but we take pride in the name of Yahweh 
our God.

				8 They collapse and fall,

				but we rise and stand firm.

				9 Lord, give victory to the king!

				May Heda answer us on the day that we call.

				

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Praying for Government Leaders
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				#20 We should make it a priority to pray very specifically and consistently for our government leaders.

				David was probably revealing his own heart—that he needed everyone's prayers as he was battling the enemies of Israel. He needed deliverance, protection, and endurance (vv. 1-2). Consequently, the Jews sang this psalm on behalf of their king.

				Perhaps Paul was reflecting on this psalm when he wrote,

				First of all, then, I urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all those who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. This is good, and it pleases God our Savior, who wants everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. (1Tm 2:1-4)

				Prayer for government leaders, regardless of their religious beliefs, is to be a priority in the Christian community. For Paul, this meant praying for the Roman emperors and other leaders who were anything but godly. These prayers have one major purpose: God wants us to live in a peaceful society so that we can communicate the message of eternal life. Though the church has thrived during times of persecution, it can grow and expand even more during times of peace and tranquility, as long as we don't become lethargic and take our freedom for granted.  (See 1Tm #4:Prayer for Government Leaders.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are the specific dangers the church faces when we are free from persecution and resistance?

				

				Psalm 21

				

	

The King's Victory

				For the choir director. A Davidic psalm.

				1 Lord, the king finds joy in Your strength.

				How greatly he rejoices in Your victory!

				2 You have given him his heart's desire

				and have not denied the request of his lips.•Selah

				3 For You meet him with rich blessings;

				You place a crown of pure gold on his head.

				4 He asked You for life, and You gave it 
to him —

				length of days forever and ever.

				5 His glory is great through Your victory;

				You confer majesty and splendor on him.

				6 You give him blessings forever;

				You cheer him with joy in Your presence.

				7 For the king relies on the Lord;

				through the faithful love of the •Most High

				he is not shaken.

				

				

				8 Your hand will capture all your enemies;

				your right hand will seize those who hate you.

				9 You will make them burn

				like a fiery furnace when you appear;

				the Lord will engulf them in His wrath,

				and fire will devour them.

				10 You will wipe their descendants from the earth

				and their offspring from the •human race.

				11 Though they intend to harmdb you

				and devise a wicked plan, they will not prevail.

				12 Instead, you will put them to flight

				when you aim your bowdc at their faces.

				

				13 Be exalted, Lord, in Your strength;

				we will sing and praise Your might.

				A Principle to Live By - A Prayer of Thanksgiving

				#21 We should always thank God for His blessings, including specific answers to our prayers.

				[image: Getz0540.png]

				Psalm 20 was a prayer for King David, Israel's leader in battle against their enemies. Psalm 21 is a song of thanksgiving for answering their prayer. 

				

				
					
						
								
								Prayer Requests

							
								
								Prayer Responses

							
						

						
								
								Psalm 20

							
								
								Psalm 21

							
						

						
								
								May He give you what your heart desires (v. 4a)

							
								
								You have given him his heart's desire (v. 2a)

							
						

						
								
								May Yahweh fulfill all your requests (v. 5b)

							
								
								You . . . have not denied the request of his lips (v. 2b)

							
						

					
				

				

				When Jesus healed 10 lepers, He addressed our tendency to forget to thank and praise 
God. Only one of the 10 returned to say thank you. Ironically, he was a Samaritan—a group of people the Jews literally shunned. Consequently, Jesus asked a very pointed question:

				Were not 10 cleansed? Where are the nine? Didn't any return to give glory to God except this foreigner? (Lk 17:17-18)

				How easy it is to receive God's blessings and never say thank you! 

				With this miracle, Jesus was teaching the Jews another lesson. Though lack of gratitude is bad, rejecting the gift of God is even worse. John wrote,

				He came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him. But to all who did receive Him, He gave them the right to be children of God, to those who believe in His name. (Jn 1:11-12)  (See Lk #38:Redeeming Grace.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to forget to thank and praise God for His blessings, which in reality is to take the credit ourselves?

				

				Psalm 22

				

	

From Suffering to Praise

				For the choir director: according to"The Deer of the Dawn." A Davidic psalm.

				1 My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?

				Why are You so far from my deliverance

				and from my words of groaning?dd

				2 My God, I cry by day, but You do not answer,

				by night, yet I have no rest.

				3 But You are holy,

				enthroned on the praises of Israel.

				4 Our fathers trusted in You;

				they trusted, and You rescued them.

				5 They cried to You and were set free;

				they trusted in You and were not disgraced.

				

				6 But I am a worm and not a man,

				scorned by men and despised by people.

				7 Everyone who sees me mocks me;

				they sneerde and shake their heads:

				8 "He relies ondf the Lord;

				let Him rescue him;

				let the Lorddg deliver him,

				since He takes pleasure in him."

				

				9 You took me from the womb,

				making me secure while at my mother's breast.

				10 I was given over to You at birth;dh

				You have been my God from my mother's womb.

				

				11 Do not be far from me, because distress is near

				and there is no one to help.

				

				12 Many bulls surround me;

				strong ones of Bashan encircle me.

				13 They open their mouths against me —

				lions, mauling and roaring.

				14 I am poured out like water,

				and all my bones are disjointed;

				my heart is like wax,

				melting within me.

				15 My strength is dried up like baked clay;

				my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth.

				You put me into the dust of death.

				16 For dogs have surrounded me;

				a gang of evildoers has closed in on me;

				they pierced di my hands and my feet.

				17 I can count all my bones;

				peopledj look and stare at me.

				

				18 They divided my garments among 
themselves,

				and they cast lots for my clothing.

				

				19 But You, Lord, don't be far away.

				My strength, come quickly to help me.

				20 Deliver my life from the sword,

				my only lifedk from the power of these dogs.

				21 Save me from the mouth of the lion!

				You have rescueddl me

				from the horns of the wild oxen.

				

				22 I will proclaim Your name to my brothers;

				I will praise You in the congregation.

				23 You who •fear •Yahweh, praise Him!

				All you descendants of Jacob, honor Him!

				All you descendants of Israel, revere Him!

				24 For He has not despised or detested

				the torment of the afflicted.

				He did not hide His face from him

				but listened when he cried to Him for help.

				

				

				25 I will give praisedm in the great congregation

				because of You;

				I will fulfill my vows

				before those who fear You.dn

				26 The humbledo will eat and be satisfied;

				those who seek the Lord will praise Him.

				May your hearts live forever!

				

				27 All the ends of the earth will remember

				and turn to the Lord.

				All the families of the nations

				will bow down before You,

				28 for kingship belongs to the Lord;

				He rules over the nations.

				29 All who prosper on earth will eat and bow down;

				all those who go down to the dust

				will kneel before Him —

				even the one who cannot preserve his life.

				30 Their descendants will serve Him;

				the next generation will be told about the Lord.

				31 They will come and tell a people yet to be born

				about His righteousness —

				what He has done.

				A Principle to Live By - A Call to Worship

				#22 When we are reminded of Christ's suffering on the cross, we should never cease to worship Him from the depths of our hearts.
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				This is a messianic psalm from beginning to end. Though David penned it, Jesus was the speaker. There is no mixture of David's personal experiences in his own lifetime with what happened centuries later at the cross. In fact, this psalm definitely describes Christ's crucifixion, a method of execution that was not practiced in David's day. Clearly, David spoke as a true prophet of God. The details are breathtaking:

				

				
					
						
								
								THE PROPHECY (Old Testament)

							
								
								THE FULFILLMENT (New Testament)

							
						

						
								
								My God, my God, why have You forsaken me? (Ps 22:1)

							
								
								About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out with a loud voice, "Elí, Elí, lemá sabachtháni?" that is,"My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" (Mt 27:46)

							
						

						
								
								Everyone who sees me mocks me; they sneer and shake their heads: 

								"He relies on the Lord; let Him rescue him; let the Lord deliver him, since He takes pleasure in him." (Ps 22:7-8)

							
								
								Then two criminals were crucified with Him, one on the right and one on the left. Those who passed by were yelling insults at Him, shaking their heads. (Mt 27:38-39)

							
						

						
								
								They divided my garments among themselves, and they cast lots for my clothing. (Ps 22:18)

							
								
								So they said to one another,"Let's not tear it, but cast lots for it, to see who gets it." . . . And this is what the soldiers did. (Jn 19:24) 

							
						

					
				

				

				Before Jesus died, He looked forward to His resurrection and the message of hope that 
He would deliver to all people:

				
						to His Jewish brothers and sisters (Ps 22:22),

						to the New Testament church that would include both Jews and Gentiles 
(v. 25),

						and to all of us who were not yet born (vv. 30-31).  (See Zch #10:The Blood of Christ)

				

				Reflection and Response

				How should this messianic message impact not only our desire to worship Jesus Christ from the depths of our hearts, but our desire to help communicate this marvelous message of hope to all people? 

				

				Psalm 23

				

	

The Good Shepherd

				A Davidic psalm.

				1 The Lord is my shepherd;

				there is nothing I lack.

				2 He lets me lie down in green pastures;

				He leads me beside quiet waters.

				3 He renews my life;

				He leads me along the right pathsdp

				for His name's sake.

				4 Even when I go through the darkest valley,dq

				I fear no danger,

				for You are with me;

				Your rod and Your staff — they comfort me.

				

				5 You prepare a table before me

				in the presence of my enemies;

				You anoint my head with oil;

				my cup overflows.

				6 Only goodness and faithful love will pursue me

				all the days of my life,

				and I will dwell in dr the house of the Lord

				as long as I live.ds

				A Principle to Live By - Our Eternal Shepherd

				[image: Getz0542.png]

				#23 When we consider that the Lord Jesus Christ is our shepherd, we should also remember that He is the eternal God who is without beginning and without end.

				When David identified the creator as"Lord" in the opening line of this psalm, he was using"Yahweh," the personal name for God that was first revealed to Moses at the burning bush (Ex 3:14-15). The name means"I AM WHO I AM"—the eternal existing One. It is this God whom David called his"shepherd," which in his day was considered a very humble task. Contemplate these two terms used side by side: the eternal God who has always existed, who is all-powerful and totally self-sufficient, versus David as a lowly shepherd. 

				This also contains an incredible message of what God did for us when He became a human being—first as the God-child (Lk 1:31), then as the God-boy (Lk 2:52), and then as the God-man (Php 2:7-8). As one with God, the Lord Jesus was also the eternal existing One who"became flesh and took up residence among us" (Jn 1:14; see vv. 1-2). It was not those who followed Him who identified Him as a shepherd. Rather, that was the designation that He gave Himself. John recorded these words:

				I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. (Jn 10:11)

				The One who was David's shepherd is our shepherd.  (See Jn #21:Oneness in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				When we read the rest of Psalm 23 with Jesus as our shepherd in mind, in what ways does David's view of the Lord as his shepherd and what He will do for us take on even greater meaning?

				

				Psalm 24

				

	

The King of Glory

				A Davidic psalm.

				1 The earth and everything in it,

				the world and its inhabitants,

				belong to the Lord;

				2 for He laid its foundation on the seas

				and established it on the rivers.

				

				3 Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord?

				Who may stand in His holy place?

				

				4 The one who has •clean hands and a pure heart,

				who has not set his minddt on what is false,

				and who has not sworn deceitfully.

				5 He will receive blessing from the Lord,

				and righteousness from the God of his salvation.

				6 Such is the generation of those who seek Him,

				who seek the face of the God of Jacob. du •Selah

				

				7 Lift up your heads, you gates!

				Rise up, ancient doors!

				Then the King of glory will come in.

				8 Who is this King of glory?

				The Lord, strong and mighty,

				the Lord, mighty in battle.

				9 Lift up your heads, you gates!

				Rise up, ancient doors!

				Then the King of glory will come in.

				10 Who is He, this King of glory?

				The Lord of •Hosts,

				He is the King of glory.Selah

				A Principle to Live By - The God-Man
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				#24 When sharing the message of Christianity, we must make it clear that Jesus Christ is much more than a wonderful example and great teacher.

				Many of the rabbis who have studied Jewish history have concluded that this psalm was used in worship on the first day of the week, which is our Sunday. Consequently, the priests would have been singing these wonderful words on Palm Sunday—the very day Jesus entered Jerusalem riding on a donkey:

				Lift up your heads, you gates!

				Rise up, ancient doors!

				Then the King of glory will come in. 

				Who is He, this King of glory?

				The Lord of Hosts,

				He is the King of glory.

				This is another messianic psalm. David was not the"King of glory" and the"Lord of Hosts!" These are references to Jesus the Messiah, the One John wrote about in the opening verses of his Gospel (Jn 1:1-3), which correlate with the opening verses of this psalm (Ps 24:1-2). Jesus was also the perfect"Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!" (Jn 1:29), which again correlates with the person described in Psalm 24:4,"The one who has clean hands and a pure heart."

				Some well-meaning people today acknowledge that Jesus of Nazareth was a wonderful example of a moral man, whom we should emulate. They also believe that He was a great teacher, as Nicodemus did in Jesus' day when he said,"Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher" (Jn 3:2). But this psalm testifies that He was much more.

				Reflection and Response

				How can we lead people to believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is both perfect God and perfect man?  (See 1Jn #11:The God-Man.)

				

				Psalm 25

				

	

Dependence on the Lord

				Davidic.

				1 Lord, I turn to You.dv

				2 My God, I trust in You.

				Do not let me be disgraced;

				do not let my enemies gloat over me.

				3 No one who waits for You

				will be disgraced;

				those who act treacherously without cause

				will be disgraced.

				

				4 Make Your ways known to me, Lord;

				teach me Your paths.

				5 Guide me in Your truth and teach me,

				for You are the God of my salvation;

				I wait for You all day long.

				6 Remember, Lord, Your compassion

				and Your faithful love,

				for they have existed from antiquity.dw

				7 Do not remember the sins of my youth

				or my acts of rebellion;

				in keeping with Your faithful love, remember me

				because of Your goodness, Lord.

				

				8 The Lord is good and upright;

				therefore He shows sinners the way.

				9 He leads the humble in what is right

				and teaches them His way.

				10 All the Lord's ways show faithful love and truth

				to those who keep His covenant and decrees.

				11 Because of Your name, •Yahweh,

				forgive my sin, for it is great.

				

				12 Who is the man who •fears the Lord?

				He will show him the way he should choose.

				13 He will live a good life,

				and his descendants will inherit the land.dx

				14 The secret counsel of the Lord

				is for those who fear Him,

				and He reveals His covenant to them.

				15 My eyes are always on the Lord,

				for He will pull my feet out of the net.

				

				16 Turn to me and be gracious to me,

				for I am alone and afflicted.

				17 The distresses of my heart increase;dy

				bring me out of my sufferings.

				18 Consider my affliction and trouble,

				and take away all my sins.

				19 Consider my enemies; they are numerous,

				and they hate me violently.

				20 Guard me and deliver me;

				do not let me be put to shame,

				for I take refuge in You.

				21 May integrity and what is right

				watch over me,

				for I wait for You.

				

				22 God, redeem Israel, from all its distresses.

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual Growth
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				#25 If we are to grow and mature in our Christian experience, we must have a teachable spirit.

				David reminded us that in order to learn from God effectively, we must have at least three attitudes:

				1.	humility (vv. 8-9),

				2.	reverence ("fear"; vv. 12,14), and

				3.	expectation ("wait"; v. 21).

				Spiritual growth happens in our lives when we have this kind of teachability, even in difficult circumstances (vv. 16-20), as the apostle Peter underscored:

				For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with goodness, goodness with knowledge, knowledge with self-control, self-control with endurance, endurance with godliness, godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. (2Pt 1:5-7)  (See 2Pt #1:Life and Godliness.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it that we learn some of our most valuable spiritual lessons in the midst of trials and tribulations?

				

				Psalm 26

				

	

Prayer for Vindication

				Davidic.

				1 Vindicate me, Lord,

				because I have lived with integrity

				and have trusted in the Lord without wavering.

				2 Test me, Lord, and try me;

				examine my heart and mind.

				3 For Your faithful love is before my eyes,

				and I live by Your truth.

				

				4 I do not sit with the worthless

				or associate with hypocrites.

				5 I hate a crowd of evildoers,

				and I do not sit with the wicked.

				6 I wash my hands in innocence

				and go around Your altar, Lord,

				7 raising my voice in thanksgiving

				and telling about Your wonderful works.

				

				8 Lord, I love the house where You dwell,

				the place where Your glory resides.

				9 Do not destroy me along with sinners,

				or my life along with men of bloodshed

				10 in whose hands are evil schemes

				and whose right hands are filled with bribes.

				

				11 But I live with integrity;

				redeem me and be gracious to me.

				12 My foot stands on level ground;

				I will praise the Lord in the assemblies.

				A Principle to Live By - Unwavering Faith
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				#26 To stand firm in our faith without wavering, we are to trust in the Lord wholeheartedly and demonstrate integrity in all that we do.

				This psalm begins and ends with a powerful metaphor. If we're standing on level ground (v. 12), we will not waver (v. 1) in our spirtual walk. David then outlined how to achieve this goal:

				
						We must not be in partnership with sinful people (v. 4).

						We must maintain a holy life (v. 6).

						We must worship regularly with God's people (vv. 7-8). 

				

				In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul also used a dynamic metaphor to outline the process for spiritual stability for all members of the body of Christ. When we are functioning together as God intended,

				Then we will no longer be little children, tossed by the waves and blown around by every wind of teaching, by human cunning with cleverness in the techniques of deceit. But speaking the truth in love, let us grow in every way into Him who is the head—Christ. From Him the whole body, fitted and knit together by every supporting ligament, promotes the growth of the body for building up itself in love by the proper working of each individual part. (Eph 4:14-16)  (See Eph #9:Building Up One Another.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways does this psalm compare with Psalm 1, even though the author used a different metaphor? (See 1:1-4.)

				

				Psalm 27

				

	

My Stronghold

				Davidic.

				1 The Lord is my light and my salvation —

				whom should I fear?

				The Lord is the stronghold of my life —

				of whom should I be afraid?

				2 When evildoers came against me to devour my flesh,

				my foes and my enemies stumbled and fell.

				3 Though an army deploys against me,

				my heart is not afraid;

				though a war breaks out against me,

				still I am confident.

				

				4 I have asked one thing from the Lord;

				it is what I desire:

				to dwell in the house of the Lord

				all the days of my life,

				gazing on the beauty of the Lord

				and seeking Him in His temple.

				5 For He will conceal me in His shelter

				in the day of adversity;

				He will hide me under the cover of His tent;

				He will set me high on a rock.

				6 Then my head will be high

				above my enemies around me;

				

				I will offer sacrifices in His tent with shouts of joy.

				I will sing and make music to the Lord.

				

				7 Lord, hear my voice when I call;

				be gracious to me and answer me.

				8 My heart says this about You,

				"You are to seek My face."

				Lord, I will seek Your face.

				9 Do not hide Your face from me;

				do not turn Your servant away in anger.

				You have been my helper;

				do not leave me or abandon me,

				God of my salvation.

				10 Even if my father and mother abandon me,

				the Lord cares for me.

				

				11 Because of my adversaries,

				show me Your way, Lord,

				and lead me on a level path.

				12 Do not give me over to the will of my foes,

				for false witnesses rise up against me,

				breathing violence.

				

				13 I am certain that I will see the Lord's goodness

				in the land of the living.

				14 Wait for the Lord;

				be strongdz and courageous.

				Wait for the Lord.

				A Principle to Live By - Normal Ambivalence

				#27 When we have a sense of confidence in God mixed with feelings of fear and anxiety, we should accept these conflicting experiences as part of being followers of Jesus Christ.  (See 2Co #5:Concern and Anxiety.)
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				Clearly, David had conflicting thoughts and feelings as he penned this psalm. On one hand, he had confidence in God—that the Lord would eventually deliver him from his fear, loneliness, and anxiety. On the other hand, he felt abandoned, vacillating between hope and despair.

				How true of all of us at times in our lives—like the man who came to Jesus on behalf of his ill son and cried out,"I do believe! Help my unbelief" (Mk 9:24).  (See Mk #17:The Object of Faith.)

				When we face these difficult situations, we are to remember that Jesus Christ can identify with our humanness. While He was experiencing deep sorrow and distress in the Garden of Gethsemane, abandoned by His friends, Scripture records, 

				He fell facedown and prayed,"My Father! If it is possible, let this cup pass from Me. Yet not as I will, but as You will." (Mt 26:39)

				This illustrates why He can serve so faithfully as our mediator before God the Father:

				For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tested in every way as we are, yet without sin. Therefore let us approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us at the proper time. (Heb 4:15-16)  (See Heb #8:Our Great High Priest.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does the kind of ambivalence David felt differ from what James called being a"doubter" and"indecisive"?  (See Jms #2:Wisdom from Above.)

				

				Psalm 28

				

	

My Strength

				Davidic.

				1 Lord, I call to You;

				my rock, do not be deaf to me.

				If You remain silent to me,

				I will be like those going down to the •Pit.

				2 Listen to the sound of my pleading

				when I cry to You for help,

				when I lift up my hands

				toward Your holy sanctuary.  (See Neh #1:Intense Prayer.)

				

				3 Do not drag me away with the wicked,

				with the evildoers,

				who speak in friendly ways with their neighbors

				while malice is in their hearts.

				4 Repay them according to what they have done —

				according to the evil of their deeds.

				Repay them according to the work of their hands;

				give them back what they deserve.

				5 Because they do not consider

				what the Lord has done

				or the work of His hands,

				He will tear them down and not rebuild them.

				

				6 May the Lord be praised,

				for He has heard the sound of my pleading.

				7 The Lord is my strength and my shield;

				my heart trusts in Him, and I am helped.

				Therefore my heart rejoices,

				and I praise Him with my song.

				

				8 The Lord is the strength of His people; ea

				He is a stronghold of salvation for His anointed.

				9 Save Your people, bless Your possession,

				shepherd them, and carry them forever.

				Psalm 29

				

	

The Voice of the Lord

				A Davidic psalm.

				1 Ascribe to •Yahweh, you heavenly beings,eb

				ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

				2 Ascribe to Yahweh the glory due His name;

				worship Yahweh

				in the splendor of His holiness.ec

				

				3 The voice of the Lord is above the waters.

				The God of glory thunders —

				the Lord, above vast waters,

				4 the voice of the Lord in power,

				the voice of the Lord in splendor.

				5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars;

				the Lord shatters the cedars of Lebanon.

				6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,

				and Sirion, like a young wild ox.

				7 The voice of the Lord flashes flames of fire.

				8 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;

				the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

				9 The voice of the Lord makes the deer give birthed

				and strips the woodlands bare.

				

				In His temple all cry,"Glory!"

				

				10 The Lord sat enthroned at the flood;

				the Lord sits enthroned, King forever.

				11 The Lord gives His people strength;

				the Lord blesses His people with peace.

				A Principle to Live By - Godly Praise

				#28 During the most difficult times in our lives, we should focus on praising God.
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				Using highly figurative language, this psalm describes a storm as it comes off the Mediterranean Sea. Most of the preceding psalms have combined praise with requests for help. However, Psalm 29 includes only praise, even in the midst of this severe storm. 

				One day, Jesus' disciples were engulfed in an awesome storm out on the Sea of Galilee. When they thought their boat would sink, they saw Jesus coming toward them walking on the sea. In the midst of the wild winds and the churning waves, Peter asked for a sign to prove this man was actually Jesus—to 
enable him to step out of the boat and go to meet Him.

				Initially, Peter made progress, but then he took his eyes off the Lord. As he began to sink, Jesus reached out His hand, saved him, and admonished him for his lack of faith. When they entered the boat,"the wind ceased." At that moment, all of the disciples"worshiped Him and said, 'Truly You are the Son of God!'" (Mt 14:22-33).  (See Mt #37:Equipping Leaders.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though we are encouraged to cry out to God for help in the midst of our own difficult crises, why is it important at times to simply praise God? (See Jb 1:21.) 

				

				

				

				

				

				Psalm 30

				

	

Joy in the Morning

				A psalm; a dedication song for the house. Davidic.

				1 I will exalt You, Lord,

				because You have lifted me up

				and have not allowed my enemies

				to triumph over me.

				2 Lord my God,

				I cried to You for help, and You healed me.

				3 Lord, You brought me up from •Sheol;

				You spared me from among those

				going down ee to the •Pit.

				

				4 Sing to •Yahweh, you His faithful ones,

				and praise His holy name.

				5 For His anger lasts only a moment,

				but His favor, a lifetime.

				

				Weeping may spend the night,

				but there is joy in the morning.

				

				6 When I was secure, I said,

				"I will never be shaken."

				7 Lord, when You showed Your favor,

				You made me stand like a strong mountain;

				when You hid Your face, I was terrified.

				8 Lord, I called to You;

				I sought favor from my Lord:

				9 "What gain is there in my death,

				if I go down to the Pit?

				Will the dust praise You?

				Will it proclaim Your truth?

				10 Lord, listen and be gracious to me;

				Lord, be my helper."

				

				11 You turned my lament into dancing;

				You removed my •sackcloth

				and clothed me with gladness,

				12 so that I can sing to You and not be silent.

				Lord my God, I will praise You forever.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Prayer for Physical Healing

				[image: Getz0548.png]

				#29 When we are physically sick, we should not hesitate to ask spiritual leaders to pray for our healing.

				David's illness was clearly physical. He was so sick that, in his mind, he was already in the grave (v. 3). In this instance, David's sickness evidently related to some serious sin in his life. We're not given specifics, but God was angry (v. 5). In the depths of his despair, both physically and emotionally, he cried out to God for healing, obviously with a repentant heart. Consequently, he experienced a miracle (vv. 11-12).

				Today as Christians, we have an advantage over David. We are members of Christ's body, the church, and as James exhorted us, we can ask our spiritual leaders to pray for us—no matter the nature of our illness or what has caused it (Jms 5:14-16).  (Review Ps #6: Deliverance from Depression)

				Reflection and Response

				Though all illness—physical, psychological, or spiritual—relates back to the presence of sin in the world, why must we be very cautious not to associate all illnesses with some specific sin? (See Jn 9:1-3.)

				

				Psalm 31

				

	

A Plea for Protection

				For the choir director. A Davidic psalm.

				1 Lord, I seek refuge in You;

				let me never be disgraced.

				Save me by Your righteousness.

				2 Listen closely to me; rescue me quickly.

				Be a rock of refuge for me,

				a mountain fortress to save me.

				3 For You are my rock and my fortress;

				You lead and guide me

				because of Your name.

				4 You will free me from the net

				that is secretly set for me,

				for You are my refuge.

				5 Into Your hand I entrust my spirit;

				You redeemef me, Lord, God of truth.

				

				6 I eg hate those who are devoted to 
worthless idols,

				but I trust in the Lord.

				7 I will rejoice and be glad in Your faithful love

				because You have seen my affliction.

				You have known the troubles of my life

				8 and have not handed me over to the enemy.

				You have set my feet in a spacious place.

				

				9 Be gracious to me, Lord,

				because I am in distress;

				my eyes are worn out from angry sorrow —

				my whole beingeh as well.

				10 Indeed, my life is consumed with grief

				and my years with groaning;

				my strength has failed

				because of my sinfulness, ei

				and my bones waste away.

				11 I am ridiculed by all my adversaries

				and even by my neighbors.

				I am dreaded by my acquaintances;

				those who see me in the street run from me.

				12 I am forgotten: gone from memory

				like a dead person — like broken pottery.

				13 I have heard the gossip of many;

				terror is on every side.

				When they conspired against me,

				they plotted to take my life.

				

				14 But I trust in You, Lord;

				I say,"You are my God."

				15 The course of my life is in Your power;

				deliver me from the power of my enemies

				and from my persecutors.

				16 Show Your favor to Your servant;

				save me by Your faithful love.

				17 Lord, do not let me be disgraced when I call on You.

				Let the wicked be disgraced;

				let them be silent ej, ek in •Sheol.

				18 Let lying lips be quieted;

				they speak arrogantly against the righteous

				with pride and contempt.

				

				19 How great is Your goodness

				that You have stored up for those who •fear You

				and accomplished in the sight of •everyone

				for those who take refuge in You.

				20 You hide them in the protection of Your 
presence;

				You conceal them in a shelterel

				from the schemes of men,

				from quarrelsome tongues.

				21 May the Lord be praised,

				for He has wonderfully shown His faithful love to me

				in a city under siege.em

				22 In my alarm I had said,

				"I am cut off from Your sight."

				But You heard the sound of my pleading

				when I cried to You for help.

				

				23 Love the Lord, all His faithful ones.

				The Lord protects the loyal,

				but fully repays the arrogant.

				24 Be strongen and courageous,

				all you who put your hope in the Lord.

				A Principle to Live By - Psychosomatic Illness

				#30 When we are experiencing physical difficulties caused by emotional stress, we must address the problem at its root cause.

				[image: Getz0549.png]

				In Psalm 31, it's clear David's illness related to physical problems. However, it's just as clear his difficulties were rooted in stress and grief. In fact, it's helpful to begin in verse 13 and move backwards to verse 9. 

				In some respects, this is the kind of illness Nehemiah was experiencing when King Artaxerxes asked him a very pointed question:

				Why are you sad, when you aren't sick? This is nothing but depression. (Neh 2:2b)

				Nehemiah's physical and emotional condition did not relate to specific sins in his life, but was psychosomatic. 

				The apostle Paul addressed this kind of problem in the life of Timothy, his young 
assistant who could easily be intimidated by those who opposed the gospel of Jesus Christ. Paul assured Timothy with these words: 

				For God has not given us a spirit of fearfulness, but one of power, love, and sound judgment. (2Tm 1:7; cp. Ps 31:24.)  (See 2Tm #2:Identifying with Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though we should seek God's help in dealing with problems that are caused by stress, why is it important to have someone help us who understands the relationship between the mind and the body? (See Pr 16:24.)  (See 1Kg #28:Discouragement and Depression; 1Kg #29: Physical Needs; 1Kg #30: Mental Distortions.)

				

				Psalm 32

				

	

The Joy of Forgiveness

				Davidic. A •Maskil.

				1 How joyful is the one

				whose transgression is forgiven,

				whose sin is covered!

				2 How joyful is the man

				the Lord does not charge with sin

				and in whose spirit is no deceit!

				

				3 When I kept silent, my bones became brittle

				from my groaning all day long.

				4 For day and night Your hand was heavy on me;

				my strength was drainedeo

				as in the summer's heat.•Selah

				5 Then I acknowledged my sin to You

				and did not conceal my iniquity.

				I said,

				"I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,"

				and You took away the •guilt of my sin.Selah

				

				6 Therefore let everyone who is faithful pray to You

				at a time that You may be found.ep

				When great floodwaters come,

				they will not reach him.

				7 You are my hiding place;

				You protect me from trouble.

				You surround me with joyful shouts 
of deliverance.Selah

				

				8 I will instruct you and show you the way to go;

				with My eye on you, I will give counsel.

				9 Do not be like a horse or mule,

				without understanding,

				that must be controlled with bit and bridle

				or else it will not come near you.

				

				10 Many pains come to the wicked,

				but the one who trusts in the Lord

				will have faithful love surrounding him.

				11 Be glad in the Lord and rejoice,

				you righteous ones;

				shout for joy,

				all you upright in heart.

				A Principle to Live By - Instructing Others
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				#31 When we have sinned against God, we must experience true brokenness and repentance before we are qualified to admonish others.

				In Psalm 51, David confessed his twin sins of adultery and murder and pleaded for forgiveness and restoration to fellowship with his creator. In Psalm 32, David was looking back and describing what happened as a result of his repentant spirit described in Psalm 51:

				Restore the joy of Your salvation to me,

				and give me a willing spirit. 

				Then I will teach the rebellious Your ways,

				and sinners will return to You. (51:12-13)  (Review Ps #49: Authentic Repentance)

				Some scholars think God was speaking to David in 32:8, which explains why"My" is capitalized in this translation. On the other hand, if these are David's words to his subjects, then God answered David's prayer from Psalm 51, and David was fulfilling his vow with a sense of freedom in his conscience when he wrote, 

				I will instruct you and show you the way to go; 

				with my eye on you, I will give counsel.

				Regardless of whether God was speaking to David or David was speaking to others, God can use the results of failure in our lives to help others avoid those same sinful actions. We see this demonstrated magnificently in Paul's life. Writing to Timothy, he identified himself as the worst of sinners, implying that if God could forgive him, He will forgive anyone (1Tm 1:15-17). 

				Reflection and Response

				Why must we be careful never to rationalize engaging in sin assuming that we can simply confess our sins and God can immediately use us in ministry to others?

				

				Psalm 33

				

	

Praise to the Creator

				1 Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous ones;

				praise from the upright is beautiful.

				2 Praise the Lord with the lyre;

				make music to Him with a ten-stringed harp.

				3 Sing a new song to Him;

				play skillfully on the strings, with a joyful shout.

				

				4 For the word of the Lord is right,

				and all His work is trustworthy.

				5 He loves righteousness and justice;

				the earth is full of the Lord's unfailing love.

				

				6 The heavens were made by the word of the Lord,

				and all the stars, by the breath of His mouth.

				7 He gathers the waters of the sea into a heap; eq

				He puts the depths into storehouses.

				8 Let the whole earth tremble before the Lord;

				let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.

				9 For He spoke, and it came into being;

				He commanded, and it came into existence.

				

				10 The Lord frustrates the counsel of the nations;

				He thwarts the plans of the peoples.

				11 The counsel of the Lord stands forever,

				the plans of His heart from generation 
to generation.

				12 Happy is the nation whose God is •Yahweh —

				the people He has chosen to be His own 
possession!

				

				13 The Lord looks down from heaven;

				He observes everyone.

				14 He gazes on all the inhabitants of the earth

				from His dwelling place.

				15 He alone shapes their hearts;

				He considers all their works.

				16 A king is not saved by a large army;

				a warrior will not be delivered by great strength.

				17 The horse is a false hope for safety;

				it provides no escape by its great power.

				

				18 Now the eye of the Lord is on those who •fear Him —

				those who depend on His faithful love

				19 to deliver them from death

				and to keep them alive in famine.

				

				20 We wait for Yahweh;

				He is our help and shield.

				21 For our hearts rejoice in Him

				because we trust in His holy name.

				22 May Your faithful love rest on us, Yahweh,

				for we put our hope in You.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Faithful Love
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				#32 We should consistently thank our creator and redeemer for His faithful mercy and love.

				We cannot read this psalm without recognizing God's sovereign grace in choosing us to be His special people (v. 12). This was certainly true of Israel as a nation, even though not all who were chosen to be a part of the 12 tribes were true believers. Only those who followed Abraham's model and truly believed in God and the promised seed were citizens of God's eternal kingdom.  (See Rm #5:A Heart Experience.)

				When the church came into existence on the day of Pentecost, God in His sovereign grace called those whom He had chosen to inherit eternal life (see Jn 10:14-16 and Ac 13:48). Not all who profess to believe in Christ are true believers, but all those, both Jews and Gentiles, who truly put their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ—the promised seed of Abraham—are objects of God's faithful love. Paul described this reality:

				We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God: those who are called according to His purpose. For those He foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brothers. And those He predestined, He also called; and those He called, He also justified; and those He justified, He also glorified. (Rm 8:28-30)

				Reflection and Response

				How is Paul's hymn of praise at the conclusion of Romans 9-11 (Rm 11:33-36) similar to David's hymn of praise in Psalm 33?  (See Rm #21:Christ-Centered Worship.)

				

				Psalm 34

				

	

The Lord Delivers the Righteous

				Concerning David, when he pretended to be 
insane in the presence of Abimelech, who drove him out, and he departed.

				1 I will praise the Lord at all times;

				His praise will always be on my lips.

				2 I will boast in the Lord;

				the humble will hear and be glad.

				3 Proclaim •Yahweh's greatness with me;

				let us exalt His name together.

				

				4 I sought the Lord, and He answered me

				and delivered me from all my fears.

				5 Those who look to Him are er radiant with joy;

				their faces will never be ashamed.

				6 This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him

				and saved him from all his troubles.

				7 The Angel of the Lord encamps

				around those who •fear Him, and rescues them.

				

				8 Taste and see that the Lord is good.

				How happy is the man who takes refuge in Him!

				9 You who are His holy ones, fear Yahweh,

				for those who fear Him lack nothing.

				10 Young lions es lack food and go hungry,

				but those who seek the Lord

				will not lack any good thing.

				

				11 Come, children, listen to me;

				I will teach you the fear of the Lord.

				12 Who is the man who delights in life,

				loving a long life to enjoy what is good?

				13 Keep your tongue from evil

				and your lips from deceitful speech.

				14 Turn away from evil and do what is good;

				seek peace and pursue it.

				

				15 The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous,

				and His ears are open to their cry for help.

				16 The face of the Lord is set

				against those who do what is evil,

				to eraseet all memory of them from the earth.

				17 The righteouseu cry out, and the Lord hears,

				and delivers them from all their troubles.

				18 The Lord is near the brokenhearted;

				He saves those crushed in spirit.

				

				19 Many adversities come to the one who is 
righteous,

				but the Lord delivers him from them all.

				20 He protects all his bones;

				not one of them is broken.

				21 Evil brings death to the wicked,

				and those who hate the righteous will be 
punished.

				22 The Lord redeems the life of His servants,

				and all who take refuge in Him will not 
be punished.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Unconditional Love
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				#33 No matter how foolish we've acted, we must trust God to restore us and never to forsake us.

				Ancient tradition suggests that this psalm was David's reflections on one of the most embarrassing events in his life. He was attempting to escape from Saul, and was so desperate he sought asylum from Achish, a Philistine king. However, Achish's servants recognized David as a military foe. Intensely fearful, David feigned insanity. The king, rather than executing him, called him a crazy man who would only add to his troubles (1Sm 21:10-15).  (See 1Sm #31:True Friendship.)

				David probably fled to the cave of Adullam where he regained his senses and penned this psalm, warning all of us to avoid imitating his faithless deception (Ps 34:11-13).  (See 1Sm #34:Regaining Spiritual Focus.)

				Perhaps the greatest lesson that comes from this event is what Jesus taught Peter after he had denied the Savior three times (Jn 21:20-22). We must learn from our mistakes, no matter how sinful and foolish, and once again follow the Lord.

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways can God use this kind of failure in our lives to help us live more fully in His will?

				

				Psalm 35

				

	

Prayer for Victory

				Davidic.

				1 Oppose my opponents, Lord;

				fight those who fight me.

				2 Take Your shields — large and small —

				and come to my aid.

				3 Draw the spear and javelin against my pursuers,

				and assure me:"I am your deliverance."

				

				4 Let those who seek to kill me

				be disgraced and humiliated;

				let those who plan to harm me

				be turned back and ashamed.

				5 Let them be like chaff in the wind,

				with the angel of the Lord driving them away.

				6 Let their way be dark and slippery,

				with the angel of the Lord pursuing them.

				7 They hid their net for me without cause;

				they dug a pit for me without cause.

				8 Let ruin come on him unexpectedly,

				and let the net that he hid ensnare him;

				let him fall into it — to his ruin.

				

				9 Then I will rejoice in the Lord;

				I will delight in His deliverance.

				10 My very bones will say,

				"Lord, who is like You,

				rescuing the poor from one too strong for him,

				the poor or the needy from one who robs him?"

				

				11 Malicious witnesses come forward;

				they question me about things I do not know.

				12 They repay me evil for good,

				making me desolate.

				13 Yet when they were sick,

				my clothing was •sackcloth;

				I humbled myself with fasting,

				and my prayer was genuine.ev

				14 I went about grieving as if for my friend or brother;

				I was bowed down with grief,

				like one mourning a mother.

				15 But when I stumbled, they gathered in glee;

				they gathered against me.

				Assailants I did not know

				tore at me and did not stop.

				16 With godless mockeryew

				they gnashed their teeth at me.

				

				17 Lord, how long will You look on?

				Rescue my life from their ravages,

				my only one from the young lions.

				18 I will praise You in the great congregation;

				I will exalt You among many people.

				19 Do not let my deceitful enemies rejoice over me;

				do not let those who hate me without cause

				look at me maliciously.

				20 For they do not speak in friendly ways,

				but contrive deceitful schemesex

				against those who live peacefully in the land.

				21 They open their mouths wide against me and say,

				"Aha, aha! We saw it!"ey

				

				22 You saw it, Lord; do not be silent.

				Lord, do not be far from me.

				23 Wake up and rise to my defense,

				to my cause, my God and my Lord!

				24 Vindicate me, Lord my God,

				in keeping with Your righteousness,

				and do not let them rejoice over me.

				25 Do not let them say in their hearts,

				"Aha! Just what we wanted."

				Do not let them say,

				"We have swallowed him up!"

				26 Let those who rejoice at my misfortune

				be disgraced and humiliated;

				let those who exalt themselves over me

				be clothed with shame and reproach.

				

				27 Let those who want my vindication

				shout for joy and be glad;

				let them continually say,

				"The Lord be exalted.

				He takes pleasure in His servant's well-being."

				28 And my tongue will proclaim Your 
righteousness,

				Your praise all day long.

				A Principle to Live By - Responding to Injustice
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				#34 When we observe terrible injustices done to innocent people, including ourselves, we are to pray for God's intervention.

				On several occasions, David penned what are called imprecatory prayers—psalms that plead with the Lord to bring severe judgment on his enemies (see also Pss 7, 69, and 109). To understand the appropriateness of these prayers, we must remember that David was king and judge in Israel. The Lord had invested authority in David to bring judgment on people who were terribly evil. Without the constraint of government, chaos would have reigned in Israel and in their relationship with the nations around them.

				Also, David sought God's help, even appealing to"the angel of the Lord" (35:5-6), who was an Old Testament manifestation of Jesus Christ (cp. Jos 5:13-15).

				In the New Testament, Paul warned all believers to remember that vengeance belongs to the Lord. However, he went on to state that God has authorized governments to use the sword when necessary—to be"an avenger that brings wrath on the one who does wrong" (Rm 13:4). As king and judge in Israel, this was David's responsibility, a task he knew he could not fulfill without God's help.  (Review Ps #7: Concern for Justice)

				Reflection and Response

				How does this Principle to Live By apply to the heads of state who are responsible to deal with terrorists?

				

				Psalm 36

				

	

Human Wickedness and God's Love

				For the choir director. A psalm of David, the Lord's servant.

				1 An •oracle within my heart

				concerning the transgression of the wicked 
person:

				There is no dread of God before his eyes,

				2 for in his own eyes he flatters himself too much

				to discover and hate his sin.

				3 The words of his mouth are malicious 
and deceptive;

				he has stopped acting wisely and doing good.

				4 Even on his bed he makes malicious plans.

				He sets himself on a path that is not good

				and does not reject evil.

				

				5 Lord, Your faithful love reaches to heaven,

				Your faithfulness to the clouds.

				6 Your righteousness is like the highest mountains;

				Your judgments, like the deepest sea.

				Lord, You preserve man and beast.

				7 God, Your faithful love is so valuable

				that •people take refuge in the shadow of Your wings.

				8 They are filled from the abundance of Your house;

				You let them drink from Your refreshing stream,

				9 for with You is life's fountain.

				In Your light we will see light.

				

				10 Spread Your faithful love over those who know You,

				and Your righteousness over the upright in heart.

				11 Do not let the foot of the arrogant man come near me

				or the hand of the wicked one drive me away.

				12 There the evildoers fall;

				they have been thrown down and cannot rise.

				A Principle to Live By - Extending God's Grace
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				#35 As those who have been saved by God's grace, we are to demonstrate concern for those who are lost and held captive by the power of sin.

				David described a very sad situation. When men and women turn their backs on God, they have chosen a path that spirals downward into the depths of sin and depravity.

				Centuries later, Paul elaborated on this reality in the opening chapter of Romans and quoted David to make this point:

				There is no fear of God before their eyes. (Rm 3:18; cp. Ps 36:1.)

				The good news is Jesus Christ provided salvation for all mankind. Though"the wages of sin is death," Paul explained in the chapters to follow that"the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rm 6:23).  (See Rm #8:Peace with God.)

				Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work, to slander no one, to avoid fighting, and to be kind, always showing gentleness to all people. For we too were once foolish, disobedient, deceived, enslaved by various passions and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, detesting one another. (Ti 3:1-3)  (See Ti #7:Conquering Evil with Good.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we extend grace and love to those who are caught in sin's grip and yet not compromise our own commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ?

				

				Psalm 37

				

	

Instruction in Wisdom

				Davidic.

				1 Do not be agitated by evildoers;

				do not envy those who do wrong.

				2 For they wither quickly like grass

				and wilt like tender green plants.

				

				

				3 Trust in the Lord and do what is good;

				dwell in the land and live securely.ez

				4 Take delight in the Lord,

				and He will give you your heart's desires.

				

				5 Commit your way to the Lord;

				trust in Him, and He will act,

				6 making your righteousness shine like the dawn,

				your justice like the noonday.

				

				7 Be silent before the Lord and wait expectantly for Him;

				do not be agitated by one who prospers in his way,

				by the man who carries out evil plans.

				

				8 Refrain from anger and give up your rage;

				do not be agitated — it can only bring harm.

				9 For evildoers will be destroyed,

				but those who put their hope in the Lord

				will inherit the land.fa

				

				10 A little while, and the wicked person will be no more;

				though you look for him, he will not be there.

				11 But the humble will inherit the landfb

				and will enjoy abundant prosperity.

				

				12 The wicked person schemes against the righteous

				and gnashes his teeth at him.

				13 The Lord laughs at him

				because He sees that his day is coming.

				

				14 The wicked have drawn the sword and strung thefc bow

				to bring down the afflicted and needy

				and to slaughter those whose way is upright.

				15 Their swords will enter their own hearts,

				and their bows will be broken.

				

				16 The little that the righteous man has is better

				than the abundance of many wicked people.

				17 For the armsfd of the wicked will be broken,

				but the Lord supports the righteous.

				

				18 The Lord watches over the blameless all their days,

				and their inheritance will last forever.

				19 They will not be disgraced in times of adversity;

				they will be satisfied in days of hunger.

				

				20 But the wicked will perish;

				the Lord's enemies, like the glory of the pastures,

				will fade away —

				they will fade away like smoke.

				

				21 The wicked man borrows and does not repay,

				but the righteous one is gracious and giving.

				22 Those who are blessed by Him will inherit the land,fe

				but those cursed by Him will be destroyed.

				

				23 A man's steps are established by the Lord,

				and He takes pleasure in his way.

				24 Though he falls, he will not be overwhelmed,

				because the Lord holds his hand.ff

				

				25 I have been young and now I am old,

				yet I have not seen the righteous abandoned

				or his children begging for bread.

				26 He is always generous, always lending,

				and his children are a blessing.

				

				27 Turn away from evil and do what is good,

				and dwell there forever.

				28 For the Lord loves justice

				and will not abandon His faithful ones.

				They are kept safe forever,

				but the children of the wicked will be destroyed.

				29 The righteous will inherit the landfg

				and dwell in it permanently.

				

				30 The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom;

				his tongue speaks what is just.

				31 The instruction of his God is in his heart;

				his steps do not falter.

				

				32 The wicked one lies in wait for the righteous

				and seeks to kill him;

				33 the Lord will not leave him

				in the power of the wicked one

				or allow him to be condemned when he is judged.

				

				34 Wait for the Lord and keep His way,

				and He will exalt you to inherit the land.

				You will watch when the wicked are destroyed.

				

				35 I have seen a wicked, violent man

				well-rootedfh like a flourishing native tree.

				36 Then I passed by and fi noticed he was gone;

				I searched for him, but he could not be found.

				

				37 Watch the blameless and observe the upright,

				for the man of peace will have a future.fj

				38 But transgressors will all be eliminated;

				the futurefk of the wicked will be destroyed.

				

				39 The salvation of the righteous is from the Lord,

				their refuge in a time of distress.

				40 The Lord helps and delivers them;

				He will deliver them from the wicked and will save them

				because they take refuge in Him.

				A Principle to Live By - An Eternal Perspective

				[image: Getz0555.png]

				#36 When we see wicked people flourishing, we are not to become frustrated and angry, realizing that God will ultimately reward us for our faithfulness, if not on this present earth, then in eternity.

				This psalm tells us not to"be agitated by evildoers" or"envy those who do wrong" (v. 1). Instead, we are to be"humble" or"gentle." When Jesus was teaching His disciples, He said,"The gentle are blessed, for they will inherit the earth" (Mt 5:5). This beatitude corresponds to David's statement:

				But the humble will inherit the land 

				and will enjoy abundant prosperity. (Ps 37:11)

				The Greek term translated"meek,"gentle," or"humble" is often used in the New Testament as a character trait that reflects Jesus Christ (see Gl 5:22-23; Col 3:12; 1Pt 3:15-16; Jms 1:21). The actual meaning of this beatitude is explained in detail in this psalm. We must:

				
						trust in the Lord (Ps 37:3),

						take delight in the Lord (v. 4),

						commit our way to the Lord (v. 5),

						be silent before the Lord (v. 7), and

						refrain from anger (v. 8).

				

				David was no doubt thinking of the land promise given to Abraham (Gn 12:1; 15:18; 17:8). Jesus, however, was describing the future of all true believers who will rule and reign with Him when He returns to this earth. Furthermore, we will be rewarded in extraordinary ways when God creates a new heaven and a new earth and we dwell with Him eternally.  (See Rv #35:The Process of Renewal.)

				Reflection and Response

				As you reflect on the rest of this psalm, what does David say will eventually happen to those who consistently reject God and live evil lives? (See Ps 37:9,10,15,17,20,28,34,38.)

				

				Psalm 38

				

	

Prayer of a Suffering Sinner

				

	

A Davidic psalm for remembrance.

				1 Lord, do not punish me in Your anger

				or discipline me in Your wrath.

				2 For Your arrows have sunk into me,

				and Your hand has pressed down on me.

				

				3 There is no health in my body

				because of Your indignation;

				there is no strengthfl in my bones

				because of my sin.

				4 For my sins have flooded over my head;

				they are a burden too heavy for me to bear.

				5 My wounds are foul and festering

				because of my foolishness.

				6 I am bent over and brought low;

				all day long I go around in mourning.

				7 For my loins are full of burning pain,

				and there is no health in my body.

				8 I am faint and severely crushed;

				I groan because of the anguish of my heart.

				

				9 Lord, my every desire is known tofm You;

				my sighing is not hidden from You.

				

				10 My heart races, my strength leaves me,

				and even the light of my eyes has faded.fn

				11 My loved ones and friends stand back from my affliction,

				and my relatives stand at a distance.

				12 Those who seek my life set traps,

				and those who want to harm me threaten 
to destroy me;

				they plot treachery all day long.

				

				13 I am like a deaf person; I do not hear.

				I am like a speechless person

				who does not open his mouth.

				14 I am like a man who does not hear

				and has no arguments in his mouth.

				15 I put my hope in You, Lord;

				You will answer, Lord my God.

				16 For I said,"Don't let them rejoice over me —

				those who are arrogant toward me when I 
stumble."

				17 For I am about to fall,

				and my pain is constantly with me.

				18 So I confess my •guilt;

				I am anxious because of my sin.

				19 But my enemies are vigorous and powerful;fo

				

				many hate me for no reason.

				20 Those who repay evil for good

				attack me for pursuing good.

				

				21 Lord, do not abandon me;

				my God, do not be far from me.

				22 Hurry to help me,

				Lord, my Savior.

				A Principle to Live By - Body, Soul, and Spirit

				[image: Getz0556.png]

				#37 When we fail to acknowledge our sins, we must be prepared to experience psychological repercussions as well as physical ailments that are caused by intense guilt.

				The opening verse in this psalm is almost identical to the opening verse of Psalm 6, where David described intense depression. However, there he did not reference sins in his life that had caused that suffering. In Psalm 38, he did so (vv. 3-5,18).  (Review Ps #6: Deliverance from Depression.)

				The New Testament makes it clear that we are both material and immaterial beings. Paul prayed for the Thessalonians that their"spirit, soul, and body [would] be kept sound and blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ" (1Th 5:23). If we live with unconfessed sin, it should not surprise us that we will experience physical pain and emotional deterioration. In fact, some of the Corinthian believers were physically sick and a few had actually died because of their flagrant sins (1Co 11:30). This is also why James encouraged Christians who were ill to confess their sins and to"pray for one another" (Jms 5:15-16).  (See 1Th #13:Holistic Christian Living.)

				Reflection and Response

				Based on this psalm, how can we as Christians discover if our physical illnesses are caused by specific sins in our lives or simply normal bodily deterioration and ailments?  (See 1Kg #29:Physical Needs.)

				

				Psalm 39

				

	

The Fleeting Nature of Life

				For the choir director, for Jeduthun. 
A Davidic psalm.

				1 I said,"I will guard my ways

				so that I may not sin with my tongue;

				I will guard my mouth with a muzzle

				as long as the wicked are in my presence."

				2 I was speechless and quiet;

				I kept silent, even from speaking good,

				and my pain intensified.

				3 My heart grew hot within me;

				as I mused, a fire burned.

				I spoke with my tongue:

				4 "Lord, reveal to me the end of my life

				and the number of my days.

				Let me know how short-lived I am.

				5 You, indeed, have made my days short in length,

				and my life span as nothing in Your sight.

				Yes, every mortal man is only a vapor.•Selah

				

				6 "Certainly, man walks about like a mere shadow.

				Indeed, they frantically rush around in vain,

				gathering possessions

				without knowing who will get them.

				7 Now, Lord, what do I wait for?

				My hope is in You.

				8 Deliver me from all my transgressions;

				do not make me the taunt of fools.

				9 I am speechless; I do not open my mouth

				because of what You have done.

				10 Remove Your torment from me;

				I fade away because of the force of Your hand.

				11 You discipline a man with punishment for sin,

				consuming like a moth what is precious to him;

				every man is only a vapor.Selah

				

				12 "Hear my prayer, Lord,

				and listen to my cry for help;

				do not be silent at my tears.

				For I am a foreigner residing with You,

				a temporary resident like all my fathers.

				13 Turn Your angry gaze from me

				so that I may be cheered up

				before I die and am gone."

				A Principle to Live By - God's Kingdom First

				#38 In the light of eternity, we are to use our time, talent, and treasures wisely to achieve God's eternal purposes.

				[image: Getz0557.png]

				As David penned this psalm, he was deeply concerned about the brevity of life and that he would be able to live his days on earth in the will of God. He recognized he was just a foreigner on this earth. His real purpose in life was the hope that he had in God (v. 7).

				Peter emphasized the same truth when he addressed New Testament Christians"as strangers and temporary residents" on this earth (1Pt 2:11). Paul exhorted the Ephesians—and us—to make"the most of the time, because the days are evil" (Eph 5:15-16). And James warned those who put 
their hope in possessions to be aware that they"will pass away like a flower of the field" (Jms 1:9-10).  (See Jms #3:A Biblical Priority.)

				Reflection and Response

				How should a Christian's overall philosophy of life differ from the way the average non-Christian uses his time, talent, and treasures? (See Mt 6:33.)

				

				Psalm 40

				

	

Thanksgiving and a Cry for Help

				For the choir director. A Davidic psalm.

				1 I waited patiently for the Lord,

				and He turned to me and heard my cry for help.

				2 He brought me up from a desolatefp pit,

				out of the muddy clay,

				and set my feet on a rock,

				making my steps secure.

				3 He put a new song in my mouth,

				a hymn of praise to our God.

				Many will see and fear

				and put their trust in the Lord.

				

				4 How happy is the man

				who has put his trust in the Lord

				and has not turned to the proud

				or to those who run after lies!

				5 Lord my God, You have done many things —

				Your wonderful works and Your plans for us;

				none can compare with You.

				If I were to report and speak of them,

				they are more than can be told.

				

				6 You do not delight in sacrifice and offering;

				You open my ears to listen.fq

				You do not ask for a whole •burnt offering or a •sin offering.

				7 Then I said,"See, I have come;

				it is written about me in the volume of the scroll.

				8 I delight to do Your will, my God;

				Your instruction lives within me."fr

				

				9 I proclaim righteousness in the great assembly;

				see, I do not keep my mouth closedfs —

				as You know, Lord.

				10 I did not hide Your righteousness in my heart;

				I spoke about Your faithfulness and salvation;

				I did not conceal Your constant love and truth

				from the great assembly.

				

				11 Lord, do not withhold Your compassion from me;

				Your constant love and truth will always guard me.

				12 For troubles without number have surrounded 
me;

				my sins have overtaken me; I am unable to see.

				They are more than the hairs of my head,

				and my courage leaves me.

				13 Lord, be pleased to deliver me;

				hurry to help me, Lord.

				

				14 Let those who seek to take my life

				be disgraced and confounded.

				Let those who wish me harm

				be driven back and humiliated.

				15 Let those who say to me,"Aha, aha!"

				be horrified because of their shame.

				

				16 Let all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You;

				let those who love Your salvation continually say,

				"The Lord is great!"

				17 I am afflicted and needy;

				the Lord thinks of me.

				You are my helper and my deliverer;

				my God, do not delay.

				A Principle to Live By - Victory through Christ
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				#39 When we are discouraged and even persecuted, we should patiently trust our Lord to deliver us from difficult circumstances.

				In this psalm, David used a very vivid metaphor to describe his emotions and circumstances. He seemed to be using a"desolate pit" (v. 2) to describe a variety of circumstances that all of us can face at times in our lives—even as dedicated Christians. For David, he may have been thinking of

				
						the pit of immorality,

						the pit of fear,

						the pit of being misunderstood,

						the pit of pride,

						the pit of false accusations, 

						the pit of failure, etc. 

				

				No matter how much we love God and want to serve Him, we'll find ourselves in a variety of circumstances that feel like desolate pits. Thankfully, we can draw hope and encouragement from David's personal deliverances. 

				The apostle Paul is a great New Testament example of a man who faced trials victoriously. Writing to the Corinthians, he addressed his own desolate pit in summary fashion:

				We are pressured in every way but not crushed; we are perplexed but not in despair; we are persecuted but not abandoned; we are struck down but not destroyed. (2Co 4:8-9; see 2Co 11:24-27 for specific trials and tribulations.)  (See 2Co #7:An Eternal Perspective.)

				Reflection and Response

				When we experience various"desolate pits" in our own Christian lives, how should our past experience help us to trust God to see us through our present trials? 

				

				Psalm 41

				

	

Victory in Spite of Betrayal

				For the choir director. A Davidic psalm.

				1 Happy is one who cares for the poor;

				the Lord will save him in a day of adversity.

				2 The Lord will keep him and preserve him;

				he will be blessed in the land.

				You will not give him over to the desire of his
 enemies.

				3 The Lord will sustain him on his sickbed;

				You will heal him on the bed where he lies.

				

				4 I said,"Lord, be gracious to me;

				heal me, for I have sinned against You."

				5 My enemies speak maliciously about me:

				"When will he die and be forgotten?"

				6 When one of them comes to visit, he speaks 
deceitfully;

				he stores up evil in his heart;

				he goes out and talks.

				7 All who hate me whisper together about me;

				they plan to harm me.

				8 "Lethal poison has been poured into him,

				and he won't rise again from where he lies!"

				9 Even my friendft in whom I trusted,

				one who ate my bread,

				has raised his heel against me.

				

				10 But You, Lord, be gracious to me and raise me up;

				then I will repay them.

				11 By this I know that You delight in me:

				my enemy does not shout in triumph over me.

				12 You supported me because of my integrity

				and set me in Your presence forever.

				

				13 May •Yahweh, the God of Israel, be praised

				from everlasting to everlasting.

				•Amen and amen.

				A Principle to Live By - Caring for Others
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				#40 In view of Jesus Christ's sacrifice for us, we are to demonstrate sensitivity and a caring spirit toward those who are poor and needy.

				Jesus Christ beautifully summarized this entire psalm when He said,

				The merciful are blessed, for they will be shown mercy. (Mt 5:7)

				Later in the same Gospel, Jesus explained David's words more specifically, particularly as they apply to those who have received the gift of salvation and demonstrated that grace to others:

				Then the King will say to those on His right,"Come, you who are blessed by My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 

					For I was hungry and you gave Me something to eat;

					I was thirsty and you gave Me something to drink;

					I was a stranger and you took Me in;

					I was naked and you clothed Me;

					I was sick and you took care of Me;

					I was in prison and you visited Me." (Mt 25:34-36)

				We must understand, of course, that David and Jesus were not teaching that we are saved by works. We only can inherit eternal life by receiving the gift of eternal life through faith (Eph 2:8-9). However, once we are saved, God will honor and bless us in special ways when we demonstrate grace and mercy to other people, especially the poor and needy in this world.

				Reflection and Response

				In today's world where people often take advantage of others, how can we discern what are true needs in people's lives?

				

				BOOK  II Psalms 42–72

				Psalm 42

				

	

Longing for God

				 For the choir director. A •Maskil of the sons of Korah.

				1 As a deer longs for streams of water,

				so I long for You, God.

				2 I thirst for God, the living God.

				When can I come and appear before God?

				3 My tears have been my food day and night,

				while all day long people say to me,

				"Where is your God?"

				4 I remember this as I pour out my heart:

				how I walked with many,

				leading the festive procession to the house of God,

				with joyful and thankful shouts.

				

				5 Why am I so depressed?

				Why this turmoil within me?

				Put your hope in God, for I will still praise Him,

				my Savior and my God.

				6 I fu am deeply depressed;

				therefore I remember You from the land of Jordan

				and the peaks of Hermon, from Mount Mizar.

				7 Deep calls to deep in the roar of Your waterfalls;

				all Your breakers and Your billows have swept over me.

				8 The Lord will send His faithful love by day;

				His song will be with me in the night —

				a prayer to the God of my life.

				

				9 I will say to God, my rock,

				"Why have You forgotten me?

				Why must I go about in sorrow

				because of the enemy's oppression?"

				10 My adversaries taunt me,

				as if crushing my bones,

				while all day long they say to me,

				"Where is your God?"

				11 Why am I so depressed?

				Why this turmoil within me?

				Put your hope in God, for I will still praise Him,

				my Savior and my God.

				Psalm 43 fv

				1 Vindicate me, God, and defend my cause

				against an ungodly nation;

				rescue me from the deceitful and unjust man.

				2 For You are the God of my refuge.

				Why have You rejected me?

				Why must I go about in sorrow

				because of the enemy's oppression?

				

				3 Send Your light and Your truth; let them lead me.

				Let them bring me to Your holy mountain,

				to Your dwelling place.

				4 Then I will come to the altar of God,

				to God, my greatest joy.

				I will praise You with the lyre,

				God, my God.

				

				5 Why am I so depressed?

				Why this turmoil within me?

				Put your hope in God, for I will still praise Him,

				my Savior and my God.

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual Depression

				#41 If we are depressed primarily due to spiritual reasons, we should share our concerns with God and seek comfort from other brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.  (Review Ps #30: Psychosomatic Illness)

				One of the sons of Korah penned Psalms 42 and 43, which are considered one composition in many Hebrew manuscripts. It's clear this man was suffering from deep depression related to his spiritual needs (42:5-6,11; 43:5). However, unlike David in Psalm 38, this spiritual depression was not caused by specific sins in his life. Rather, he felt isolated from God because he was far from the temple in Jerusalem—many miles north near Mount Hermon (42:6). He was also taunted by those who continually asked,"Where is your God?" (42:10). And he was being falsely accused by a deceitful man (43:1). During this difficult period he felt forsaken by God and even unable to communicate and gain a hearing (42:1-2,9; 43:2). Regardless of this intense depression, the author continued to cling to his hope in God (42:5,11; 43:5). He kept praying and seeking after the Lord (42:8; 43:3). 

				Jesus apparently experienced this kind of depression when He prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane. Note Matthew's account of this difficult period in Jesus' life:

				Taking along Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, He began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed. Then He said to them,"My soul is swallowed up in sorrow—to the point of death. Remain here and stay awake with Me." (Mt 26:37-38)

				Jesus' experience in the garden is another reason He can serve so effectively as our great high priest. He certainly understands spiritual depression (Heb 4:15).  (See Heb #8:Our Great High Priest.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do Jesus' words to His disciples regarding their falling asleep while He was agonizing in the garden (Mt 26:40-41) relate to accentuating spiritual depression or helping us to overcome it?

				

				Psalm 44

				

	

Israel's Complaint

				For the choir director. A •Maskil of the sons of Korah.

				1 God, we have heard with our ears —

				our ancestors have told us —

				the work You accomplished in their days,

				in days long ago:

				2 to plant them,

				You drove out the nations with Your hand;

				to settle them,

				You crushed the peoples.

				3 For they did not take the land by their sword —

				their arm did not bring them victory —

				but by Your right hand, Your arm,

				and the light of Your face,

				for You were pleased with them.

				

				4 You are my King, my God,

				who ordains fw victories for Jacob.

				5 Through You we drive back our foes;

				through Your name we trample our enemies.

				6 For I do not trust in my bow,

				and my sword does not bring me victory.

				7 But You give us victory over our foes

				and let those who hate us be disgraced.

				8 We boast in God all day long;

				we will praise Your name forever.•Selah

				

				9 But You have rejected and humiliated us;

				You do not march out with our armies.

				10 You make us retreat from the foe,

				and those who hate us

				have taken plunder for themselves.

				11 You hand us over to be eaten like sheep

				and scatter us among the nations.

				12 You sell Your people for nothing;

				You make no profit from selling them.

				13 You make us an object of reproach to our 
neighbors,

				a source of mockery and ridicule to those around us.

				14 You make us a joke among the nations,

				a laughingstockfx among the peoples.

				15 My disgrace is before me all day long,

				and shame has covered my face,

				16 because of the voice of the scorner and reviler,

				because of the enemy and avenger.

				

				17 All this has happened to us,

				but we have not forgotten You

				or betrayed Your covenant.

				18 Our hearts have not turned back;

				our steps have not strayed from Your path.

				19 But You have crushed us in a haunt of jackals

				and have covered us with deepest darkness.

				20 If we had forgotten the name of our God

				and spread out our hands to a foreign god,

				21 wouldn't God have found this out,

				since He knows the secrets of the heart?

				22 Because of You we are slain all day long;

				we are counted as sheep to be slaughtered.

				

				23 Wake up, Lord! Why are You sleeping?

				Get up! Don't reject us forever!

				24 Why do You hide Yourself

				and forget our affliction and oppression?

				25 For we have sunk down to the dust;

				our bodies cling to the ground.

				26 Rise up! Help us!

				Redeem us because of Your faithful love.

				A Principle to Live By - When God Seems Silent

				#42 We must remember that God is always concerned about us, even when He appears to be silent.
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				The children of Israel were apparently under severe attack, but God seemed asleep, even though at this period in their lives they were obeying God's laws, just as they had done during the conquest of Canaan under Joshua's leadership (vv. 1-3,17). Why were they not experiencing the same victories? God, of course, was not asleep or unconcerned. However, for reasons known only to Him, He did not respond immediately to Israel's request for help. 

				The apostle Paul has helped us understand what was happening in this Old Testament 
setting when he quoted a verse from this psalm. Writing to devoted Christians who were being persecuted, he raised two powerful questions and referred to Psalm 44:22:

				Who can separate us from the love of Christ? Can affliction or anguish or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written: Because of You we are being put to death all day long; we are counted as sheep to be slaughtered. (Rm 8:35-36)

				Though dedicated Christians throughout the centuries have been martyred for their works of faith, they have entered heaven's gates victoriously. Men like Stephen, James (John's brother), and Paul himself demonstrate that righteous people do suffer, and at times it may appear that God is asleep or unconcerned. Not so! Paul's answer to his own questions emphatically affirms God's love:

				No, in all these things we are more than victorious through Him who loved us. (Rm 8:37)  (See Rm #16:Security in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so difficult to handle periods in our lives when we cry out to God and He seems to respond with silence?  (See Jb #12:An Eternal Perspective.)

				

				Psalm 45

				

	

A Royal Wedding Song

				For the choir director: according to"The Lilies." A •Maskil of the sons of Korah. A love song.

				1 My heart is moved by a noble theme

				as I recite my verses to the king;

				my tongue is the pen of a skillful writer.

				2 You are the most handsome of •men;

				grace flows from your lips.

				Therefore God has blessed you forever.

				

				3 Mighty warrior, strap your sword at your side.

				In your majesty and splendor —

				4 in your splendor ride triumphantly

				in the cause of truth, humility, and justice.

				May your right hand show your awe-inspiring acts.

				5 Your arrows pierce the hearts of the king's 
enemies;

				the peoples fall under you.

				

				6 Your throne, God, isfy forever and ever;

				the scepter of Yourfz kingdom is a scepter 
of justice.

				7 You love righteousness and hate wickedness;

				therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of joy

				more than your companions.

				8 Myrrh, aloes, and cassia perfume all your 
garments;

				from ivory palaces harps bring you joy.

				9 Kings' daughters are among your honored 
women;

				the queen, adorned with gold from Ophir,

				stands at your right hand.

				

				10 Listen, daughter, pay attention and consider:

				forget your people and your father's house,

				11 and the king will desire your beauty.

				Bow down to him, for he is your lord.

				12 The daughter of Tyre, the wealthy people,

				will seek your favor with gifts.

				

				13 In her chamber, the royal daughter is all 
glorious,

				her clothing embroidered with gold.

				14 In colorful garments she is led to the king;

				after her, the virgins, her companions, are brought to you.

				15 They are led in with gladness and rejoicing;

				they enter the king's palace.

				

				16 Your sons will succeed your ancestors;

				you will make them princes throughout the land.

				17 I will cause your name to be remembered for all generations;

				therefore the peoples will praise you forever and ever.

				A Principle to Live By - The Bride of Christ

				#43 As those who are identified as the bride of Jesus Christ, we should be preparing ourselves spiritually for the glorious wedding supper of the Lamb.

				[image: Getz0562.png]

				Psalm 45 is primarily messianic. Though this son of Korah may have been referring to a righteous but purely human king in Israel, he was inspired by the Holy Spirit to point to the perfect Lamb of God who would one day be exalted in heaven's courts. How else could he speak of a king whose throne would be"forever and ever" (v. 6; see also vv. 2,11,17)?

				Paul had this same prophetic perspective when he wrote, 

				At the name of Jesus every knee will bow—of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth—and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Php 2:10-11)

				Describing a marriage relationship between two believers, Paul equated the church with a wife who submits to her husband as the church submits to Christ. He also identified a godly husband with Christ who loved us and laid down His life for us (Eph 5:22-28). The apostle John used this same word picture and referred to the church as the perfect bride who is presented to Christ after being removed from this world:

				Let us be glad, rejoice, and give Him glory, because the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has prepared herself. She was given fine linen to wear, bright and pure. For the fine linen represents the righteous acts of the saints. (Rv 19:7-8)  (See Rv #30:The Marriage of the Lamb.)

				Reflection and Response

				What should be our motivation as believers for becoming more and more like Jesus Christ while we're waiting for that day when we will be united with Him in heaven? (See Rm 12:1-2.)  (See Ti #6:Motivated by God's Grace.)

				

				Psalm 46

				

	

God Our Refuge

				For the choir director. A song of the sons of Korah. According to Alamoth.

				1 God is our refuge and strength,

				a helper who is always found

				in times of trouble.

				2 Therefore we will not be afraid,

				though the earth trembles

				and the mountains topple

				into the depths of the seas,

				3 though its waters roar and foam

				and the mountains quake with its turmoil.•Selah

				

				4 There is a river —

				its streams delight the city of God,

				the holy dwelling place of the •Most High.

				5 God is within her; she will not be toppled.

				God will help her when the morning dawns.

				6 Nations rage, kingdoms topple;

				the earth melts when He lifts His voice.

				7 The Lord of •Hosts is with us;

				the God of Jacob is our stronghold.Selah

				

				8 Come, see the works of the Lord,

				who brings devastation on the earth.

				9 He makes wars cease throughout the earth.

				He shatters bows and cuts spears to pieces;

				He burns up the chariots.ga

				10 "Stop your fighting — and know that I am God,

				exalted among the nations, exalted on the earth."

				11 •Yahweh of Hosts is with us;

				the God of Jacob is our stronghold.Selah

				A Principle to Live By - A Mighty Fortress

				[image: Getz0563.png]

				#44 When we are engaged in difficult circumstances and struggles, we are to be assured that someday we will dwell safely in a heavenly city that will never be destroyed.

				Though this psalm describes a time when God miraculously delivered the historical city of Jerusalem from its enemies (for example, see 2Ch 20:1-30 and 2Kg 18–19), it definitely projects to a future city—the new Jerusalem that God has prepared as a heavenly dwelling for all true believers. This is the city Abraham was able to see by faith,"For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God" (Heb 11:10).

				The apostle John also saw this wonderful future event in great detail in his vision:

				Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea no longer existed. I also saw the Holy City, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride adorned for her husband. (Rv 21:1-2; see also 21:9-27.)  (See Rv #36:Eternal Fellowship.)

				The"river" that delights the"city of God" (Ps 46:4) is clearly a reference to the Siloam Stream that supplied fresh water to Jerusalem. However, John saw a new river in the heavenly city that had as its source God Himself:

				Then he showed me the river of living water, sparkling like crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the broad street of the city. The tree of life was on both sides of the river, bearing 12 kinds of fruit, producing its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree are for healing the nations. (Rv 22:1-2; see also Zch 14:8.)  (See Ezk #36:Reflecting God's Glory.)

				Reflection and Response

				When Martin Luther penned the hymn"A Mighty Fortress is our God," which is based on the psalm, why did he often refer to our battle against Satan and evil?  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				

				Psalm 47

				

	

God Our King

				 For the choir director. A psalm of the sons of Korah.

				1 Clap your hands, all you peoples;

				shout to God with a jubilant cry.

				2 For •Yahweh, the •Most High, is awe-inspiring,

				a great King over all the earth.

				3 He subdues peoples under us

				and nations under our feet.

				4 He chooses for us our inheritance —

				the pride of Jacob, whom He loves.•Selah

				

				

				5 God ascends among shouts of joy,

				the Lord, among the sound of trumpets.

				6 Sing praise to God, sing praise;

				sing praise to our King, sing praise!

				7 Sing a song of wisdom,

				for God is King of all the earth.

				

				8 God reigns over the nations;

				God is seated on His holy throne.

				9 The nobles of the peoples have assembled

				with the people of the God of Abraham.

				For the leadersgb of the earth belong to God;

				He is greatly exalted.

				A Principle to Live By - King of Kings

				[image: Getz0564.png]

				#45 As followers of Jesus Christ, we are to look forward to the day when He will reign over all nations.

				This psalm, like many others, is both historic and prophetic. Historically, we see this truth exemplified in the time of King Belshazzar. During a riotous party, the fingers of a human hand wrote a message from God. Daniel interpreted that message:

				Your Majesty, the Most High God gave sovereignty, greatness, glory, and majesty to your predecessor Nebuchadnezzar. . . . But when his heart was exalted and his spirit became arrogant, he was deposed from his royal throne and his glory was taken from him. (Dn 5:18,20)  (See Dn #8:Learning from the Past.)

				Daniel went on to explain to Belshazzar that, just like Nebuchadnezzar, he had not humbled himself and would also be deposed by"Yahweh, the Most High" who is the"great King over all the earth" (Ps 47:2).

				Even today, there is no king as powerful as God. Still, the Lord has not yet literally reigned"over the nations" (v. 8). But it will happen someday when—in the person of Jesus His Son—He will reign as"King of kings and Lord of lords" (Rv 19:16).

				Reflection and Response

				Though the Lord Jesus Christ is not yet reigning over the nations as"the great King," why is it important that He rule and reign in our lives as members of His body, the church? (See Mt 7:21-23.)

				

				Psalm 48

				

	

Zion Exalted

				A song. A psalm of the sons of Korah.

				1 The Lord is great and highly praised

				in the city of our God.

				His holy mountain, 2 rising splendidly,

				is the joy of the whole earth.

				Mount •Zion on the slopes of the north

				is the city of the great King.

				3 God is known as a stronghold

				in its citadels.

				

				4 Look! The kings assembled;

				they advanced together.

				5 They looked and froze with fear;

				they fled in terror.

				6 Trembling seized them there,

				agony like that of a woman in labor,

				7 as You wrecked the ships of Tarshish

				with the east wind.

				

				8 Just as we heard, so we have seen

				in the city of •Yahweh of •Hosts,

				in the city of our God;

				God will establish it forever.•Selah

				

				9 God, within Your temple,

				we contemplate Your faithful love.

				10 Your name, God, like Your praise,

				reaches to the ends of the earth;

				Your right hand is filled with justice.

				11 Mount Zion is glad.

				The townsgc of Judah rejoice

				because of Your judgments.

				

				12 Go around Zion, encircle it;

				count its towers,

				13 note its ramparts; tour its citadels

				so that you can tell a future generation:

				14 "This God, our God forever and ever —

				He will always lead us." gd

				A Principle to Live By - The New Jerusalem

				[image: Getz0565.png]

				#46 We are consistently to rejoice and praise God that we have an everlasting inheritance in God's eternal city.

				Jerusalem,"the city of our God" (v. 1), has for centuries occupied a central place in history. But more importantly, it will be an actual place throughout eternity. It will be a literal city but completely new, just as there will be"a new heaven and a new earth" (Rv 21:1-2).

				All true believers—both Jews and Gentiles—are to have a secure place in this heavenly city. Jesus has already gone to"prepare a place" for us (Jn 14:2). Describing our conversion to Christ, the author of Hebrews wrote,

				Instead, you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God (the heavenly Jerusalem), to myriads of angels in festive gathering, to the assembly of the firstborn whose names have been written in heaven, to God who is the Judge of all, to the spirits of righteous people made perfect, to Jesus (mediator of a new covenant ), and to the sprinkled blood, which says better things than the blood of Abel. (Heb 12:22-24)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul's opening paragraph in his letter to the Ephesians correlate with this great passage from Hebrews, and how should our eternal, spiritual blessings in Christ impact the way we live? (See Eph 1:3-6.)  (See Eph #8:Walking Worthy.)

				

				Psalm 49

				

	

Misplaced Trust in Wealth

				For the choir director. A psalm of the sons of Korah.

				1 Hear this, all you peoples;

				listen, all who inhabit the world,

				2 both low and high,ge

				rich and poor together.

				3 My mouth speaks wisdom;

				my heart's meditation brings understanding.

				4 I turn my ear to a proverb;

				I explain my riddle with a lyre.

				

				5 Why should I fear in times of trouble?

				The iniquity of my foes surrounds me.

				6 They trust in their wealth

				and boast of their abundant riches.

				7 Yet these cannot redeem a persongf

				or pay his ransom to God —

				8 since the price of redeeming him is 
too costly,

				one should forever stop tryinggg —

				9 so that he may live forever

				and not see the •Pit.

				

				10 For one can see that wise men die;

				foolish and stupid men also pass away.

				Then they leave their wealth to others.

				11 Their graves are their eternal homes, gh

				their homes from generation to generation,

				though they have named estates after 
themselves.

				12 But despite his assets,gi man will not last;

				he is like the animals that perish.

				

				13 This is the way of those who are arrogant,

				and of their followers,

				who approve of their words.gj•Selah

				14 Like sheep they are headed for •Sheol;

				Death will shepherd them.

				The upright will rule over them in the morning,

				and their form will waste away in Sheol,gk

				far from their lofty abode.

				15 But God will redeem my life

				from the power of Sheol,

				for He will take me.Selah

				

				16 Do not be afraid when a man gets rich,

				when the wealthgl of his house increases.

				17 For when he dies, he will take nothing at all;

				his wealthgm will not follow him down.

				18 Though he praises himself during his lifetime —

				and people praise you when you do well 
for yourself —

				19 he will go to the generation of his fathers;

				they will never see the light.

				20 A man with valuable possessionsgn

				but without understanding

				is like the animals that perish.

				A Principle to Live By - Treasures in Heaven

				[image: Getz0566.png]

				#47 We must never allow our sense of security in material possessions to keep us from putting our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ in order to inherit eternal salvation. 

				Jesus told a story that dramatically explains the message in Psalm 49: 

				A rich man's land was very productive. He thought to himself,"What should I do, since I don't have anywhere to store my crops? I will do this," he said."I'll tear down my barns and build bigger ones and store all my grain and my goods there. Then I'll say to myself, 'You have many goods stored up for many years. Take it easy; eat, drink, and enjoy yourself.'" 

				But God said to him,"You fool! This very night your life is demanded of you. And the things you have prepared—whose will they be?" That's how it is with the one who stores up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God. (Lk 12:16b-21)  (See Lk #27:Eternal Investments.)

				In this story, Jesus made it clear that it is possible to acquire many material possessions, and even leave an earthly inheritance for others, yet miss our eternal inheritance, namely, our eternal home in heaven (see Ps 49:10-11).

				Reflection and Response

				In what way does Jesus' story of the rich man and Lazarus clarify the eternal destiny of a wealthy person who is not saved?  (See Lk #37:Loving Money.)

				

				Psalm 50

				

	

God as Judge

				A psalm of •Asaph.

				1 •Yahweh, the God of godsgo speaks;

				He summons the earth from east to west.gp

				2 From •Zion, the perfection of beauty,

				God appears in radiance.gq

				3 Our God is coming; He will not be silent!

				Devouring fire precedes Him,

				and a storm rages around Him.

				4 On high, He summons heaven and earth

				in order to judge His people.

				5 "Gather My faithful ones to Me,

				those who made a covenant with Me by sacrifice."

				6 The heavens proclaim His righteousness,

				for God is the Judge.•Selah

				

				7 "Listen, My people, and I will speak;

				I will testify against you, Israel.

				I am God, your God.

				8 I do not rebuke you for your sacrifices

				or for your •burnt offerings,

				which are continually before Me.

				9 I will not accept a bull from your household

				or male goats from your pens,

				10 for every animal of the forest is Mine,

				the cattle on a thousand hills.

				11 I know every bird of the mountains, gr

				and the creatures of the field are Mine.

				12 If I were hungry, I would not tell you,

				for the world and everything in it is Mine.

				13 Do I eat the flesh of bulls

				or drink the blood of goats?

				14 Sacrifice a thank offering to God,

				and pay your vows to the •Most High.

				15 Call on Me in a day of trouble;

				I will rescue you, and you will honor Me."

				

				16 But God says to the wicked:

				"What right do you have to recite My statutes

				and to take My covenant on your lips?

				17 You hate instruction

				and turn your back on My words.gs

				18 When you see a thief,

				you make friends with him,

				and you associate with adulterers.

				19 You unleash your mouth for evil

				and harness your tongue for deceit.

				20 You sit, maligning your brother,

				slandering your mother's son.

				21 You have done these things, and I kept silent;

				you thought I was just like you.

				But I will rebuke you

				and lay out the case before you.gt

				

				22 "Understand this, you who forget God,

				or I will tear you apart,

				and there will be no one to rescue you.

				23 Whoever sacrifices a thank offering honors Me,

				and whoever orders his conduct,

				I will show him the salvation of God."

				A Principle to Live By - Authentic Worship

				#48 As believers, we are to offer ourselves to God in a way that reflects sacrificial worship and living.  (See Rm #21:Christ-Centered Worship.)

				In this psalm, Asaph—one of the music leaders appointed by David—addressed two groups of people. In the first 15 verses, the Lord is speaking as judge of His people, true believers. Beginning in verse 16, the Lord is speaking to those who profess to be followers of God but are unbelievers.

				God's message to believers is to worship Him with thankful hearts, not just with formal, meaningless rituals and traditions (v. 14). God's message to unbelievers is directed at their hypocrisy. Though they recite the laws of God delivered at Mount Sinai, they violate these laws. They are believers in name only, not in their hearts.

				

				
					
						
								
								Exodus 20

							
								
								Psalm 50

							
						

						
								
								Do not steal. (v. 15)

							
								
								When you see a thief, you make friends with him. (v. 18a)

							
						

						
								
								Do not commit adultery. (v. 14)

							
								
								You associate with adulterers. (v. 18b)

							
						

						
								
								Do not give false testimony against your neighbor. (v. 16)

							
								
								You unleash your mouth for evil and harness your tongue for deceit. You sit, maligning your brother, slandering your mother's son. (vv. 19-20)

							
						

					
				

				

				The apostle Peter drove home the essence of Psalm 50 with a direct message for all true believers and with an indirect message for all unbelievers:

				For the time has come for judgment to begin with God's household, and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who disobey the gospel of God? (1Pt 4:17)

				Reflection and Response

				What sobering message does this psalm send to the church today where cultural traditions are more important than God's truth?  (See Mt #24:Function and Form.)

				

				Psalm 51

				

	

A Prayer for Restoration

				For the choir director. A Davidic psalm, when Nathan the prophet came to him after he had gone to Bathsheba.

				1 Be gracious to me, God,

				according to Your faithful love;

				according to Your abundant compassion,

				blot out my rebellion.

				2 Wash away my •guilt

				and cleanse me from my sin.

				3 For I am conscious of my rebellion,

				and my sin is always before me.

				4 Against You — You alone — I have sinned

				and done this evil in Your sight.

				So You are right when You pass sentence;

				You are blameless when You judge.

				5 Indeed, I was guilty when I was born;

				I was sinful when my mother conceived me.

				

				6 Surely You desire integrity in the inner self,

				and You teach me wisdom deep within.

				7 Purify me with hyssop, and I will be •clean;

				wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.

				8 Let me hear joy and gladness;

				let the bones You have crushed rejoice.

				9 Turn Your face awaygu from my sins

				and blot out all my guilt.

				

				10 God, create a clean heart for me

				and renew a steadfastgv spirit within me.

				11 Do not banish me from Your presence

				or take Your Holy Spirit from me.

				12 Restore the joy of Your salvation to me,

				and give me a willing spirit.gw

				13 Then I will teach the rebellious Your ways,

				and sinners will return to You.

				

				14 Save me from the guilt of bloodshed, God,

				the God of my salvation,

				and my tongue will sing of Your righteousness.

				15 Lord, open my lips,

				and my mouth will declare Your praise.

				16 You do not want a sacrifice, or I would give it;

				You are not pleased with a •burnt offering.

				17 The sacrifice pleasing to God isgx a broken spirit.

				God, You will not despise a broken and 
humbled heart.

				

				18 In Your good pleasure, cause •Zion to prosper;

				buildgy the walls of Jerusalem.

				19 Then You will delight in righteous sacrifices,

				whole burnt offerings;

				then bulls will be offered on Your altar.

				A Principle to Live By - Authentic Repentance

				[image: Getz0568.png]

				#49 When we sin and walk out of God's will, we are to respond to His loving discipline with a repentant and broken heart. 

				This psalm has a very dark origin. David had committed adultery with Bathsheba and orchestrated her husband's death (2Sm 11). There was no provision for forgiveness in the law of Moses for those two intentional sins. David should have been put to death. However, because of His servant's deep sorrow and sincere repentance, God in His mercy extended grace to David and forgave his sins (2Sm 12:13). 

				Psalm 51 allows us to peer into David's broken heart. He made absolutely no excuses for his"rebellion," his"guilt," and his"sin" (vv. 51:1-2). He cried out to God with"a broken and humbled heart" (v. 17) and asked that he might be covered by the blood of the sacrificial Lamb (Ex 12:21-23; Lv 14:6-7; Ps 51:7). God heard his plea, and David experienced the reality of forgiveness centuries before the perfect Lamb of God shed His blood on the cross for all sins—past, present, and future. 

				If we say,"We have no sin," we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1Jn 1:8-9)  (See 1Ch #12:A Repentant Heart.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do so many Christians seemingly express regret for their sins, not because they're truly repentant, but because they've been caught?

				

				Psalm 52

				

	

God Judges the Proud

				For the choir director. A Davidic •Maskil. When Doeg the Edomite went and reported to Saul, telling him,"David went to Ahimelech's house."

				1 Why brag about evil, you hero!

				God's faithful love is constant.

				2 Like a sharpened razor,

				your tongue devises destruction,

				working treachery.

				3 You love evil instead of good,

				lying instead of speaking truthfully.•Selah

				4 You love any words that destroy,

				you treacherous tongue!

				

				5 This is why God will bring you down forever.

				He will take you, ripping you out of your tent;

				He will uproot you from the land of the living.
Selah

				

				6 The righteous will look on with awe

				and will ridicule him:

				7 "Here is the man

				who would not make God his refuge,

				but trusted in the abundance of his riches,

				taking refuge in his destructive behavior."gz

				

				8 But I am like a flourishing olive tree

				in the house of God;

				I trust in God's faithful love forever and ever.

				9 I will praise You forever for what You have done.

				In the presence of Your faithful people,

				I will put my hope in Your name, for it is good.

				A Principle to Live By - A Wicked Tongue

				[image: Getz0569.png]

				#50 We should always use words to help people, not to hurt them.

				The background for this psalm is given in the heading. Doeg the Edomite had reported to King Saul that David had sought refuge in the city of Nob. Saul not only ordered Ahimelech, the high priest, to be killed for helping David, but all 85 priests and their families as well (1Sm 22:9-19). David felt terrible, as he should have, and took full responsibility for what happened (1Sm 22:20-23).  (See 1Sm #36:Making No Excuses.)  Though David made no excuses, he used this horrible massacre to describe what harm one man can do when he uses his tongue to devise destruction and work treachery (Ps 52:2). 

				James picked up on this theme in his New Testament letter:

				Though the tongue is a small part of the body, it boasts great things. Consider how large a forest a small fire ignites. And the tongue is a fire. The tongue, a world of unrighteousness, is placed among the parts of our bodies. It pollutes the whole body, sets the course of life on fire, and is set on fire by hell. (Jms 3:5-6)  (See Jms #8:Sinful Anger.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some practical steps we can take as Christians to make sure we use words to help people rather than to hurt them?

				

				Psalm 53

				

	

A Portrait of Sinners

				For the choir director: on Mahalath. 
A Davidic •Maskil.

				1 The fool says in his heart,"God does not exist."

				They are corrupt, and they do vile deeds.

				There is no one who does good.

				2 God looks down from heaven on the 
•human race

				to see if there is one who is wise,

				one who seeks God.

				3 All have turned away;

				all alike have become corrupt.

				There is no one who does good,

				not even one.

				

				4 Will evildoers never understand?

				They consume My people as they consume bread;

				they do not call on God.

				5 Then they will be filled with terror —

				terror like no other —

				because God will scatter

				the bones of those who besiege you.

				You will put them to shame,

				for God has rejected them.

				

				6 Oh, that Israel's deliverance would come from •Zion!

				When God restores the fortunes of His people,ha

				Jacob will rejoice; Israel will be glad.(Review Ps #14: An Unbelieving Heart.)

				Psalm 54

				

	

Prayer for Deliverance

				For the choir director: with stringed 
instruments. A Davidic •Maskil. When the 
Ziphites went and said to Saul,"Is David not hiding among us?"

				1 God, save me by Your name,

				and vindicate me by Your might!

				2 God, hear my prayer;

				listen to the words of my mouth.

				3 For strangers rise up against me,

				and violent men seek my life.

				They have no regard for God.hb•Selah

				

				4 God is my helper;

				the Lord is the sustainer of my life.hc

				5 He will repay my adversaries for their evil.

				Because of Your faithfulness, annihilate them.

				

				6 I will sacrifice a freewill offering to You.

				I will praise Your name, •Yahweh,

				because it is good.

				7 For He has delivered me from every trouble,

				and my eye has looked down on my enemies.

				A Principle to Live By - Praying for Protection and Vindication

				[image: Getz0570.png]

				#51 We are to seek God's protection and vindication when we are persecuted and betrayed by godless people. 

				When David wrote this psalm, he had been betrayed by the Ziphites, people from his own tribe. They reported to Saul where he was hiding. In desperation, and yet in faith, David cried out to God for protection and vindication.

				Though David prayed that God would intervene and even annihilate these evil men, he generally avoided taking matters into his own hands. In fact, on at least two occasions he had the opportunity to take Saul's life but refrained because Saul was anointed by God (1Sm 24; 26). 

				When Paul was facing death in Rome and was deserted by everyone, he mentioned Alexander the coppersmith, who Paul said,"did great harm to me." And then he added these words that in some respect sound like David's:"The Lord will repay him according to his works" (cp. 2Tm 4:14 with Ps 54:5). Paul had also written,

				Friends, do not avenge yourselves; instead, leave room for His wrath. For it is written: Vengeance belongs to Me; I will repay, says the Lord. (Rm 12:19)  (See Rm #24:Avoiding Vengeance.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we pray for protection and vindication without violating Paul's exhortation when he wrote,"Do not be conquered by evil, but conquer evil with good" (Rm 12:21)? 

				

				Psalm 55

				

	

Betrayal by a Friend

				For the choir director: with stringed 
instruments. A Davidic •Maskil.

				1 God, listen to my prayer

				and do not ignorehd my plea for help.

				2 Pay attention to me and answer me.

				I am restless and in turmoil with my complaint,

				3 because of the enemy's voice,

				because of the pressurehe of the wicked.

				For they bring down disaster on me hf

				and harass me in anger.

				

				4 My heart shudders within me;

				terrors of death sweep over me.

				5 Fear and trembling grip me;

				horror has overwhelmed me.

				6 I said,"If only I hadhg wings like a dove!

				I would fly away and find rest.

				7 How far away I would flee;

				I would stay in the wilderness.•Selah

				8 I would hurry to my shelter

				from the raging wind and the storm."

				

				9 Lord, confusehh and confound their speech,hi

				for I see violence and strife in the city;

				10 day and night they make the rounds on its walls.

				Crime and trouble are within it;

				11 destruction is inside it;

				oppression and deceit never leave its 
marketplace.

				

				12 Now it is not an enemy who insults me —

				otherwise I could bear it;

				it is not a foe who rises up against me —

				otherwise I could hide from him.

				13 But it is you, a man who is my peer,

				my companion and good friend!

				14 We used to have close fellowship;

				we walked with the crowd into the house of God.

				

				15 Let death take them by surprise;

				let them go down to •Sheol alive,

				because evil is in their homes and within them.

				16 But I call to God,

				and the Lord will save me.

				17 I complain and groan morning, noon, and night,

				and He hears my voice.

				18 Though many are against me,

				He will redeem me from my battle unharmed.

				19 God, the One enthroned from long ago,

				will hear and will humiliate themSelah

				because they do not change

				and do not •fear God.

				

				20 My friend acts violently

				against those at peace with him;

				he violates his covenant.

				21 His buttery words are smooth, hj

				but war is in his heart.

				His words are softer than oil,

				but they are drawn swords.

				

				22 Cast your burden on the Lord,

				and He will sustain you;

				He will never allow the righteous to be shaken.

				

				23 God, You will bring them down

				to the •Pit of destruction;

				men of bloodshed and treachery

				will not live out half their days.

				But I will trust in You.

				A Principle to Live By - Betrayal

				[image: Getz0571.png]

				#52 When we are betrayed by someone we have trusted implicitly, we are to follow the example of the Lord Jesus Christ, who prayed for His fickle friends and His worst enemies. 

				In Psalm 52, David was betrayed by Doeg the Edomite who was anything but a friend. In Psalm 54, he was betrayed by his own people. However, in Psalm 55, David was betrayed by a close friend and confidant. Though we're not told who this man was, we know from David's lament that this was more painful than any previous betrayal. His words indicate the depths of his emotional pain:

				
						He was in"turmoil" (55:2). 

						He was gripped with"fear and trembling" (v. 5).

						He was so depressed that he wanted to"fly away and find rest"—most likely a death wish (v. 6). 

				

				Though this is not a messianic psalm, it describes remarkably the feelings Jesus had when He was betrayed by Judas and later denied by Peter, the man He had chosen to lead the apostles after He had returned to heaven. Knowing what Simon Peter was about to do, Jesus both exhorted and reassured him:

				Simon, Simon, look out! Satan has asked to sift you like wheat. But I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And you, when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers. (Lk 22:31-32) 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it sometimes very difficult to forgive and pray for close friends who have betrayed our trust?

				

				Psalm 56

				

	

A Call for God's Protection

				For the choir director: according to 
"A Silent Dove Far Away." A Davidic •Miktam. When the Philistines seized him in Gath.

				1 Be gracious to me, God, for man tramples me;

				he fights and oppresses me all day long.

				2 My adversaries trample me all day,

				for many arrogantly fight against me.hk

				

				3 When I am afraid,

				I will trust in You.

				4 In God, whose word I praise,

				in God I trust; I will not fear.

				What can man do to me?

				

				5 They twist my words all day long;

				all their thoughts against me are evil.

				6 They stir up strife,hl they lurk;

				they watch my steps

				while they wait to take my life.

				7 Will they escape in spite of such sin?

				God, bring down the nations in wrath.

				

				8 You Yourself have recorded my wanderings.hm

				Put my tears in Your bottle.

				Are they not in Your records?

				9 Then my enemies will retreat on the day when I call.

				This I know: God is for me.

				

				10 In God, whose word I praise,

				in the Lord, whose word I praise,

				11 in God I trust; I will not fear.

				What can man do to me?

				

				12 I am obligated by vowshn to You, God;

				I will make my thank offerings to You.

				13 For You delivered me from death,

				even my feet from stumbling,

				to walk before God in the light of life.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Eternal Hope

				[image: Getz0572.png]

				#53 When we face persecution, we should trust God, being assured that evil people may be able to destroy our bodies but never our souls.

				David wrote this psalm after he feigned insanity in Gath, a low point in his spiritual and emotional life. However, he refocused when he hid in the dark cave of Adullam. He came to his senses and knew that God had protected him in spite of his fear and failure. We see his confidence restored when he wrote,"In God I trust; I will not fear" (vv. 4,11). 

				Jesus quoted the last words of this psalm when addressing the scribes and Pharisees who were condemning a woman guilty of adultery. Revealing the men's secret sins, Jesus forgave this repentant woman, told her to go and sin no more, and then once again addressed those who had condemned her:

				I am the light of the world. Anyone who follows Me will never walk in the darkness but will have the light of life. (Jn 8:12) 

				Jesus came to be the light of the world, exposing the sin of the arrogant and revealing life to the repentant. All of us who receive the gift of eternal life and then face eternity can be assured that, even though evil people may destroy our bodies, they can never destroy our souls. 

				Reflection and Response

				How did this eternal perspective affect Paul when he was facing the possibility of death in a Roman prison? (See Php 1:20; cp. Lk 21:16-19.)  (See Php #4:Eternal Values.)

				

				Psalm 57

				

	

Praise for God's Protection

				

	

For the choir director:"Do Not Destroy." A Davidic •Miktam. When he fled before Saul into the cave.

				1 Be gracious to me, God, be gracious to me,

				for I take refuge in You.

				I will seek refuge in the shadow of Your wings

				until danger passes.

				2 I call to God •Most High,

				to God who fulfills His purpose for me.ho

				3 He reaches down from heaven and saves me,

				challenging the one who tramples me.•Selah

				God sends His faithful love and truth.

				4 I am surrounded by lions;

				I lie down with those who devour •men.

				Their teeth are spears and arrows;

				their tongues are sharp swords.

				5 God, be exalted above the heavens;

				let Your glory be over the whole earth.

				6 They prepared a net for my steps;

				I was despondent.

				They dug a pit ahead of me,

				but they fell into it!Selah

				

				7 My heart is confident, God, my heart is 
confident.

				I will sing; I will sing praises.

				8 Wake up, my soul!hp

				Wake up, harp and lyre!

				I will wake up the dawn.

				9 I will praise You, Lord, among the peoples;

				I will sing praises to You among the nations.

				10 For Your faithful love is as high as the 
heavens;

				Your faithfulness reaches the clouds.

				11 God, be exalted above the heavens;

				let Your glory be over the whole earth.

				A Principle to Live By - The Power of Encouragement

				[image: Getz0573.png]

				#54 We should provide encouragement for one another—especially for those who are lonely and disheartened. 

				It appears David wrote Psalm 57 in the cave of Adullam after he penned Psalm 56. There is a decided shift in his attitude. We're told why in 1 Samuel:"When David's brothers and his father's whole family heard, they went down and joined him there" (1Sm 22:1).

				Previously, David was often intensely frightened and at times desperate (Ps 54:1; 55:2,4-5; 56:1-2). However, here he was at peace, praising God. His"heart is confident" (57:7). This change in tone seems to relate to the support that he experienced when his family joined him in that dark, lonely cave. People who loved him made the difference. 

				Mutual encouragement is to be one of the major functions of the church. We are an extended family of believers. Paul said it best when he exhorted us to"show family affection to one another with brotherly love" (Rm 12:10). As brothers and sisters in Christ, we are to"encourage one another and build each other up" (1Th 5:11).  (See Rm #23:Sincere Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can various forms of encouragement from other members of the family of God change our attitude, even toward God?

				

				Psalm 58

				

	

A Cry against Injustice

				For the choir director:"Do Not Destroy." A Davidic •Miktam.

				1 Do you really speak righteously, you mighty ones?hq

				Do you judge •people fairly?

				2 No, you practice injustice in your hearts;

				with your hands you weigh out violence in the land.

				

				3 The wicked go astray from the womb;

				liars err from birth.

				4 They have venom like the venom of a snake,

				like the deaf cobra that stops up its ears,

				5 that does not listen to the sound of the charmers

				who skillfully weave spells.

				

				6 God, knock the teeth out of their mouths;

				Lord, tear out the young lions' fangs.

				7 They will vanish like water that flows by;

				they will aim their useless arrows.hr, hs

				8 Like a slug that moves along in slime,

				like a woman's miscarried child,

				they will not see the sun.

				

				9 Before your pots can feel the heat of the thorns —

				whether green or burning —

				He will sweep them away.ht

				10 The righteous one will rejoice

				when he sees the retribution;

				he will wash his feet in the blood of the wicked.

				11 Then people will say,

				"Yes, there is a reward for the righteous!

				There is a God who judges on earth!"

				A Principle to Live By - Being Salt and Light

				[image: Getz0574.png]

				#55 We are to take a proactive approach in praying for our political leaders so that we might continue to be salt and light in this world.

				David was intensely angry at the unjust judges and leaders in Israel. What David described in Israel has been repeated in all cultures of the world throughout history. Sadly, we even see it happening in societies that have been influenced by the Hebrew-Christian ethic as set forth in the Ten Commandments. 

				In Paul's day, he experienced political corruption in the Roman Empire and encouraged Christians to pray fervently for all in authority, with one purpose—to have a peaceful environment where they could communicate the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ (1Tm 2:1-4).  (See Mt #9:Fulfilling the Law.)

				Reflection and Response

				Does Paul's exhortation to pray for leaders leave room for us—like David—to pray specifically that God will judge those in power who are leading a nation astray? (See 1Tm 2:1-2; Ps 58:6-11.) 

				

				Psalm 59

				

	

God Our Stronghold

				For the choir director:"Do Not Destroy." A Davidic •Miktam. When Saul sent agents to watch the house and kill him.

				1 Deliver me from my enemies, my God;

				protect me from those who rise up against me.

				2 Deliver me from those who practice sin,

				and save me from men of bloodshed.

				3 Lord, look! They set an ambush for me.

				Powerful men attack me,

				but not because of any sin or rebellion of mine.

				4 For no fault of mine,

				they run and take up a position.

				Awake to help me, and take notice.

				5 Lord God of •Hosts, You are the God of Israel,

				rise up to punish all the nations;

				do not show grace to any wicked traitors.•Selah

				

				

				6 They return at evening, snarling like dogs

				and prowling around the city.

				7 Look, they spew from their mouths —

				sharp words fromhu their lips.

				"For who," they say,"will hear?"

				8 But You laugh at them, Lord;

				You ridicule all the nations.

				9 I will keep watch for You, my hv strength,

				because God is my stronghold.

				10 My faithful God hw will come to meet me;

				God will let me look down on my adversaries.

				

				11 Do not kill them; otherwise, my people will forget.

				By Your power, make them homeless wanderers

				and bring them down,

				Lord, our shield.

				12 For the sin of their mouths and the words of their lips,

				let them be caught in their pride.

				They utter curses and lies.

				13 Consume them in rage;

				consume them until they are gone.

				Then people will know throughouthx the earth

				that God rules over Jacob.Selah

				

				14 And they return at evening, snarling like dogs

				and prowling around the city.

				15 They scavenge for food;

				they growl if they are not satisfied.

				

				16 But I will sing of Your strength

				and will joyfully proclaim

				Your faithful love in the morning.

				For You have been a stronghold for me,

				a refuge in my day of trouble.

				17 To You, my strength, I sing praises,

				because God is my stronghold —

				my faithful God.

				A Principle to Live By - Praising God in Difficult Circumstances

				[image: Getz0575.png]

				#56 When we are despised by those who resent our biblical values, we should not only pray for protection but also for grace to praise God in the midst of these difficult circumstances. 

				Saul had been jealous because the people of Israel were extolling David's successes in battle (1Sm 18:7). Saul became so furious he sent soldiers to kill him. Fortunately, David's wife, Michal, helped him escape. It was in this context David penned this psalm, asking God for deliverance and at the same time praising God for answered prayer. 

				David's experience that night correlates with a dynamic New Testament story. Paul and Silas had been severely beaten and imprisoned in Philippi. With blood oozing from their wounds and with their feet in stocks,"about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God" (Ac 16:25). Like David, Paul and Silas were delivered from their predicament. The Philippian jailer responded to the invitation of Paul and Silas to trust in the Lord Jesus Christ (Ac 16:26-34). 

				How sad that Saul did not respond to David's graceful spirit when he refrained from taking Saul's life. Though Saul was ashamed and embarrassed, his repentance was not from the heart (1Sm 24:16-19; 26:21). 

				Reflection and Response

				How do we explain that some Christians are delivered from a martyr's death when they pray and praise God and others are not?

				

				Psalm 60

				

	

Prayer in Difficult Times

				For the choir director: according to"The Lily 
of Testimony." A Davidic •Miktam for teaching. 
When he fought with Aram-naharaim and Aram-zobah, and Joab returned and struck Edom in the Valley of Salt, killing 12,000.

				1 God, You have rejected us;

				You have broken outhy against us;

				You have been angry. Restore us!hz

				2 You have shaken the land and split it open.

				Heal its fissures, for it shudders.

				3 You have made Your people suffer hardship;

				You have given us wine to drink

				that made us stagger.

				4 You have given a signal flag to those who •fear You,

				so that they can flee before the archers.ia•Selah

				5 Save with Your right hand, and answer me,

				so that those You love may be rescued.

				

				6 God has spoken in His sanctuary:ib

				"I will triumph! I will divide up Shechem.

				I will apportion the Valley of Succoth.

				7 Gilead is Mine, Manasseh is Mine,

				and Ephraim is My helmet;

				Judah is My scepter.

				8 Moab is My washbasin.

				I throw My sandal on Edom;

				I shout in triumph over Philistia."

				

				

				9 Who will bring me to the fortified city?

				Who will lead me to Edom?

				10 God, haven't You rejected us?

				God, You do not march out with our armies.

				11 Give us aid against the foe,

				for human help is worthless.

				12 With God we will perform valiantly;

				He will trample our foes.

				A Principle to Live By - The Armor of God

				[image: Getz0576.png]

				#57 When we are experiencing unusual success, we are to be on guard against satanic 
attacks.

				David had become king of all Israel and led the nation to victory after victory. However, before his final victory, it appears that the men of Edom found a weakness in David's battle plan and did a lot of serious damage. Relying on God's help and strength (Ps 60:9-12), David counterattacked and eventually defeated the Edomites (2Sm 8:1-6,13-14). 

				Under the new covenant,"our battle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the world powers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavens" (Eph 6:12). To be victorious in this battle, we must put on"the full armor of God" (Eph 6:13). This applies to us as individuals, married couples, families, and churches. If one piece of armor is missing, Satan can strike a damaging blow. Though we may not experience total defeat, our arch enemy and his evil cohorts can do a lot of damage in our lives and to the mission of our Lord Jesus Christ.  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				Reflection and Response

				As you reflect on Ephesians 6:10-18, what piece of armor is missing the most today in the average local church? In a Christian marriage? In the family structure? In our lives as individual Christians?

				

				Psalm 61

				

	

Security in God

				For the choir director: on stringed 
instruments. Davidic.

				1 God, hear my cry;

				pay attention to my prayer.

				2 I call to You from the ends of the earth

				when my heart is without strength.

				Lead me to a rock that is high above me,

				3 for You have been a refuge for me,

				a strong tower in the face of the enemy.

				4 I will live in Your tent forever

				and take refuge under the shelter 
of Your wings.•Selah

				

				5 God, You have heard my vows;

				You have given a heritage

				to those who •fear Your name.

				6 Add days to the king's life;

				may his years span many generations.

				7 May he sit enthroned before God forever;

				appoint faithful love and truth to guard him.

				8 Then I will continually sing of Your name,

				fulfilling my vows day by day.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Great High Priest

				[image: Getz0577.png]

				#58 Since the Lord Jesus Christ is our great high priest, we can approach God at any time for supernatural strength. 

				In Psalm 18 David used the"rock" metaphor to illustrate that God is our unshakable foundation, but in Psalm 61 he used this metaphor to illustrate a"strong tower."  (Review Ps #18: Our Unshakeable Foundation)

				The author of Hebrews identifies the Savior as our"great high priest" enabling us to"approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us at the proper time" (Heb 4:14,16). He also exhorts us to keep"our eyes on Jesus, the source and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that lay before Him endured a cross and despised the shame and has sat down at the right hand of God's throne" (Heb 12:2). He is both our firm foundation and our"strong tower."  (See Heb #18:Focusing on Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are the significant theological truths captured by the author of the following hymn, and how do these truths relate to Psalm 61?

				O safe to the Rock that is higher than I,

				My soul in its conflicts and sorrows would fly;

				So sinful, so weary, Thine, Thine, would I be;

				Thou blest 'Rock of Ages,' I'm hiding in Thee.

				("Hiding in Thee," words: William O. Cushing; music: Ira D. Sankey; public domain)

				

				Psalm 62

				

	

Trust in God Alone

				For the choir director: according to Jeduthun. 
A Davidic psalm.

				1 I am at rest in God alone;

				my salvation comes from Him.

				2 He alone is my rock and my salvation,

				my stronghold; I will never be shaken.

				

				3 How long will you threaten a man?

				Will all of you attack ic

				as if he were a leaning wall

				or a tottering stone fence?

				4 They only plan to bring him down

				from his high position.

				They take pleasure in lying;

				they bless with their mouths,

				but they curse inwardly.•Selah

				

				5 Rest in God alone, my soul,

				for my hope comes from Him.

				6 He alone is my rock and my salvation,

				my stronghold; I will not be shaken.

				7 My salvation and glory depend on God, my strong rock.

				My refuge is in God.

				8 Trust in Him at all times, you people;

				pour out your hearts before Him.

				God is our refuge.Selah  
(Review Ps #18: Our Unshakeable Foundation)

				

				9 •Men are only a vapor;

				exalted men, an illusion.

				Weighed in the scales, they go up;

				together they are less than a vapor.

				10 Place no trust in oppression,

				or false hope in robbery.

				If wealth increases,

				pay no attention to it.id

				

				11 God has spoken once;

				I have heard this twice:

				strength belongs to God,

				12 and faithful love belongs to You, Lord.

				For You repay each according to his works.

				Psalm 63

				

	

Praise God Who Satisfies

				A Davidic psalm. When he was in the Wilderness of Judah.

				1 God, You are my God; I eagerly seek You.

				I thirst for You;

				my body faints for You

				in a land that is dry, desolate, and without water.

				2 So I gaze on You in the sanctuary

				to see Your strength and Your glory.

				

				3 My lips will glorify You

				because Your faithful love is better than life.

				4 So I will praise You as long as I live;

				at Your name, I will lift up my hands.

				5 You satisfy me as with rich food;ie

				my mouth will praise You with joyful lips.

				

				6 When I think of You as I lie on my bed,

				I meditate on You during the night watches

				7 because You are my helper;

				I will rejoice in the shadow of Your wings.

				8 I follow close to You;

				Your right hand holds on to me.

				

				9 But those who seek to destroy my life

				will go into the depths of the earth.

				10 They will be given over to the power of the sword;

				they will become the jackals' prey.

				11 But the king will rejoice in God;

				all who swear by Himif will boast,

				for the mouths of liars will be shut.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Faithful Love

				[image: Getz0578.png]

				#59 More than any other blessing in our lives, we should constantly seek to know God and His faithful love. 

				The setting for this psalm was the Judean desert. David was probably fleeing from his son, Absalom, who had betrayed him and was trying to take his life. Throughout this psalm, David poured out his heart to God, but the essence of his prayer is a challenge to all who claim to follow God:

				My lips will glorify You because Your faithful love is better than life. (v. 3)

				The apostle Paul captured this Old Testament truth in his prayer for the Ephesians:

				I pray that you, being rooted and firmly established in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the length and width, height and depth of God's love, and to know the Messiah's love that surpasses knowledge, so you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (Eph 3:17b-19)  (See Eph #7:Experiencing God's Power.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what circumstances can we personalize Paul's prayer in order to experience God's love and power in our lives?

				

				Psalm 64

				

	

Protection from Evildoers

				For the choir director. A Davidic psalm.

				1 God, hear my voice when I complain.

				Protect my life from the terror of the enemy.

				2 Hide me from the scheming of wicked people,

				from the mob of evildoers,

				3 who sharpen their tongues like swords

				and aim bitter words like arrows,

				4 shooting from concealed places at the innocent.

				They shoot at him suddenly and are not afraid.

				5 They encourage each other in an evil plan;ig, ih

				they talk about hiding traps and say,

				"Who will see them?"ii

				6 They devise crimes and say,

				"We have perfected a secret plan."

				The inner man and the heart are mysterious.

				

				7 But God will shoot them with arrows;

				suddenly, they will be wounded.

				8 They will be made to stumble;

				their own tongues work against them.

				All who see them will shake their heads.

				9 Then everyone will fear

				and will tell about God's work,

				for they will understand what He has done.

				

				10 The righteous one rejoices in the Lord

				and takes refuge in Him;

				all those who are upright in heart

				will offer praise.

				A Principle to Live By - A Two-Dimensional Prayer

				[image: Getz0579.png]

				#60 Though we are to pray for protection from evil people, we should also pray that they'll repent of their sins.

				In this psalm, David once again prayed for protection from those who were trying to destroy him. This is in harmony with what Jesus taught us to pray:

				And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. (Mt 6:13) 

				In this powerful sermon, He also taught us to"love [our] enemies and pray for those who persecute" us (Mt 5:44). 

				Part of our prayer should certainly be that our enemies might receive the gift of eternal life and turn from their sins before David's prophecy of judgment comes true (Ps 64:7). Paul warned,

				For you yourselves know very well that the Day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. When they say,"Peace and security," then sudden destruction comes on them, like labor pains come on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. (1Th 5:2-3) 

				Reflection and Response

				How is it possible to balance praying for protection from evil people with praying for their repentance?

				

				Psalm 65

				

	

God's Care for the Earth

				For the choir director. A Davidic psalm. A song.

				1 Praise is rightfully Yours,ij

				God, in •Zion;

				vows to You will be fulfilled.

				2 All humanity will come to You,

				the One who hears prayer.

				3 Iniquities overwhelm me;

				only You can •atone forik our rebellions.

				4 How happy is the one You choose

				and bring near to live in Your courts!

				We will be satisfied with the goodness of Your house,

				the holiness of Your temple.il

				

				5 You answer us in righteousness,

				with awe-inspiring works,

				God of our salvation,

				the hope of all the ends of the earth

				and of the distant seas.

				6 You establish the mountains by Your im power,

				robed with strength.

				7 You silence the roar of the seas,

				the roar of their waves,

				and the tumult of the nations.

				8 Those who live far away are awed by Your signs;

				You make east and west shout for joy.

				

				9 You visit the earth and water it abundantly,

				enriching it greatly.

				God's stream is filled with water,

				for You prepare the earthin in this way,

				providing people with grain.

				10 You soften it with showers and bless its growth,

				soaking its furrows and leveling its ridges.

				11 You crown the year with Your goodness;

				Your ways overflow with plenty.io

				12 The wilderness pastures overflow,

				and the hills are robed with joy.

				13 The pastures are clothed with flocks

				and the valleys covered with grain.

				They shout in triumph; indeed, they sing.

				A Principle to Live By - Generous Giving

				[image: Getz0580.png]

				#61 We are to give material gifts thankfully, joyfully, and consistently to help carry out the Great Commission. 

				David probably composed this psalm to be sung at the Festival of Booths, an annual harvest festival. The Jews were to bring their firstfruits and offer them before the Lord (Lv 23:33-43; Nm 29:12-39). This was to be a time of great praise and thanksgiving, honoring God for providing for their needs (Ps 65:13). 

				In writing to the Corinthians and encouraging them to be consistent, systematic, generous, and joyful in their giving (2Co chaps. 8 and 9), Paul concluded that great section in this letter with these powerful words:"Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift" (2Co 9:15). Christ's sacrifice on the cross should indeed be our primary motivation for being generous with our material possessions.  (See 2Co #16:Guidelines for Generosity.)

				Reflection and Response

				Since the children of Israel, who were living under law, were to give a tithe (10 percent) of their material resources to support the priests and Levites in Israel, how much should we, as Christians who live under grace, give to support those who faithfully minister in our local churches and in various mission activities?

				

				Psalm 66

				

	

Praise for God's Mighty Acts

				For the choir director. A song. A psalm.

				1 Shout joyfully to God, all the earth!

				2 Sing about the glory of His name;

				make His praise glorious.

				3 Say to God,"How awe-inspiring are Your works!

				Your enemies will cringe before You

				because of Your great strength.

				4 All the earth will worship You

				and sing praise to You.

				They will sing praise to Your name."•Selah

				

				5 Come and see the wonders of God;

				His acts for •humanity are awe-inspiring.

				6 He turned the sea into dry land,

				and they crossed the river on foot.

				There we rejoiced in Him.

				7 He rules forever by His might;

				He keeps His eye on the nations.

				The rebellious should not exalt themselves.Selah

				8 Praise our God, you peoples;

				let the sound of His praise be heard.

				9 He keeps us aliveip

				and does not allow our feet to slip.

				

				10 For You, God, tested us;

				You refined us as silver is refined.

				11 You lured us into a trap;

				You placed burdens on our backs.

				12 You let men ride over our heads;

				we went through fire and water,

				but You brought us out to abundance.iq

				

				13 I will enter Your house with •burnt offerings;

				I will pay You my vows

				14 that my lips promised

				and my mouth spoke during my distress.

				15 I will offer You fattened sheep as burnt offerings,

				with the fragrant smoke of rams;

				I will sacrifice oxen with goats.Selah

				

				16 Come and listen, all who •fear God,

				and I will tell what He has done for me.

				17 I cried out to Him with my mouth,

				and praise was on my tongue.

				18 If I had been aware of malice in my heart,

				the Lord would not have listened.

				19 However, God has listened;

				He has paid attention to the sound of my prayer.

				20 May God be praised!

				He has not turned away my prayer

				or turned His faithful love from me.

				A Principle to Live By - Witnessing through Praise

				[image: Getz0581.png]

				#62 We are to be ready to share with others what God has done for us through our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

				The psalmist's charge to worship and praise God for His blessings is both corporate and personal. He called on the children of Israel to bear witness to all the nations on earth (v. 8). However, he also delivered a personal testimony of the way God had heard his prayers. 

				As believers living under the new covenant, we are part of the church. However, we're also individual members of the body of Christ. Whether joined together in fellowship and corporate witness, or interfacing with others as individuals, we should always be prepared to share what God has done in our lives. 

				Writing to Christians who were often persecuted for their faith, Peter encouraged them with these words:

				Honor the Messiah as Lord in your hearts. Always be ready to give a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you. (1Pt 3:15)  (See 1Pt #9:Corporate Witness.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the reasons we bypass opportunities to be a witness for Christ, either as a community of believers or as individuals?

				

				Psalm 67

				

	

All Will Praise God

				For the choir director: with stringed 
instruments. A psalm. A song.

				1 May God be gracious to us and bless us;

				look on us with favor•Selah

				2 so that Your way may be known on earth,

				Your salvation among all nations.

				

				3 Let the peoples praise You, God;

				let all the peoples praise You.

				4 Let the nations rejoice and shout for joy,

				for You judge the peoples with fairness

				and lead the nations on earth.Selah

				5 Let the peoples praise You, God,

				let all the peoples praise You.

				

				6 The earth has produced its harvest;

				God, our God, blesses us.

				7 God will bless us,

				and all the ends of the earth will •fear Him.

				A Principle to Live By - Lord of All

				#63 We are to share the gospel with all people regardless of their gender, ethnic backgrounds, color, creed, and economic status. 

				[image: Getz0582.png]

				Though it may appear that the Lord showed favoritism in choosing Israel, He had an ultimate goal in mind—to bring the good news of the Lord Jesus Christ to the whole world. The purpose of the Abrahamic covenant was that"all the peoples on earth will be blessed" (Gn 12:2-3). This too is the primary message of Psalm 67.

				When Jesus Christ, the true seed of Abraham, came into this world, He told the disciples,

				I have other sheep that are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will listen to My voice. Then there will be one flock, one shepherd. (Jn 10:16)  (See Jn #21:Oneness in Christ.)

				Unfortunately, Peter initially missed this great truth. For years he believed that the gospel was only for his own people, the Jews. But following his encounter with Cornelius, a Gentile who was seeking to know the truth, Peter confessed,

				Now I really understand that God doesn't show favoritism, but in every nation the person who fears Him and does righteousness is acceptable to Him. He sent the message to the Israelites, proclaiming the good news of peace through Jesus Christ—He is Lord of all. (Ac 10:34b-36)  (See Ac #19:The Sin of Prejudice.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it easy to say we believe that the gospel is for everyone and yet act as if the message is only for certain groups of people?

				

				Psalm 68

				

	

God's Majestic Power

				For the choir director. A Davidic psalm. A song.

				1 God arises. His enemies scatter,

				and those who hate Him flee from His presence.

				2 As smoke is blown away,

				so You blow them away.

				As wax melts before the fire,

				so the wicked are destroyed before God.

				3 But the righteous are glad;

				they rejoice before God and celebrate with joy.

				

				4 Sing to God! Sing praises to His name.

				Exalt Him who rides on the cloudsir —

				His name is •Yahwehis — and rejoice before Him.

				5 God in His holy dwelling is

				a father of the fatherless

				and a champion of widows.

				6 God provides homes for those who are 
deserted.

				He leads out the prisoners to prosperity,it

				but the rebellious live in a scorched land.

				

				7 God, when You went out before Your people,

				when You marched through the desert,•Selah

				8 the earth trembled and the skies poured down rain

				before God, the God of Sinai,iu

				before God, the God of Israel.

				9 You, God, showered abundant rain;

				You revived Your inheritance when it languished.

				10 Your people settled in it;

				God, You provided for the poor by Your 
goodness.

				

				11 The Lord gave the command;

				a great company of women brought the good news:

				12 "The kings of the armies flee — they flee!"

				She who stays at home divides the spoil.

				13 Whileiv you lie among the sheepfolds,iw

				the wings of a dove are covered with silver,

				and its feathers with glistening gold.

				14 When the •Almighty scattered kings in the land,

				it snowed on Zalmon.ix

				

				15 Mount Bashan is God's towering mountain;

				Mount Bashan is a mountain of many peaks.

				16 Why gaze with envy, you mountain peaks,

				at the mountain God desired for His dwelling?

				The Lord will live there forever!

				17 God's chariots are tens of thousands,

				thousands and thousands;

				the Lord is among them in the sanctuaryiy

				as He was at Sinai.

				18 You ascended to the heights, taking away 
captives;

				You received gifts fromiz people,

				even from the rebellious,

				so that the Lord God might live there.ja

				

				19 May the Lord be praised!

				Day after day He bears our burdens;

				God is our salvation.Selah

				A Principle to Live By - God's Grace

				[image: Getz0583.png]

				#64 As ordinary people, we should rejoice that God has chosen to display His grace in our lives. 

				Some scholars believe that David wrote Psalm 68 when he brought the ark of God to Jerusalem. It was a time of great celebration. Overjoyed, David shed his kingly robes and danced before the Lord"wearing a linen ephod." His wife, Michal, accused him of acting like an ordinary man rather than a king, calling him"vulgar." However, David responded by saying,"I will celebrate before the Lord, and I will humble myself even more and humiliate myself" (see 2Sm 6:12-23). 

				In view of David's behavior, we can understand more fully the metaphors he used when he compared Mount Zion with Mount Bashan. Bashan refers to a mountain range in northern Israel towering over 9,000 feet. In comparison, the 2,500-foot"mountain" where God chose to build the temple was but a small hill. 

				Paul confirmed the point David was making—that God frequently chooses the ordinary as a place to dwell:

				Brothers, consider your calling: Not many are wise from a human perspective, not many powerful, not many of noble birth. Instead, God has chosen what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen what is weak in the world to shame the strong. God has chosen what is insignificant and despised in the world—what is viewed as nothing—to bring to nothing what is viewed as something, so that no one can boast in His presence. (1Co 1:26-29)  (See 1Co #4:God's Wisdom.)

				Reflection and Response

				When God became a man, how does this illustrate that He uses ordinary people to accomplish His purposes in this world? (See Lk 2:4-7; Php 2:5-8.)

				

				20 Our God is a God of salvation,

				and escape from death belongs to the Lord God.

				21 Surely God crushes the heads of His enemies,

				the hairy head of one who goes on in his •guilty acts.

				22 The Lord said,"I will bring them back from Bashan;

				I will bring them back from the depths of the sea

				23 so that your foot may wade jb in blood

				and your dogs' tongues may have their share

				from the enemies."

				24 People have seen Your procession, God,

				the procession of my God,

				my King, in the sanctuary.jc

				25 Singers jd lead the way,

				with musicians following;

				among them are young women

				playing tambourines.

				26 Praise God in the assemblies;

				praise the Lord from the fountain of Israel.

				27 There is Benjamin, the youngest, leading them,

				the rulers of Judah in their assembly,je

				the rulers of Zebulun, the rulers of Naphtali.

				

				28 Your God has decreed your strength.

				Show Your strength, God,

				You who have acted on our behalf.

				29 Because of Your temple at Jerusalem,

				kings will bring tribute to You.

				30 Rebuke the beast in the reeds,

				the herd of bulls with the calves of the peoples.

				Trample underfoot those with bars of silver.jf

				Scatter the peoples who take pleasure in war.

				31 Ambassadors will comejg from Egypt;

				•Cush will stretch out its hands to God.

				

				32 Sing to God, you kingdoms of the earth;

				sing praise to the Lord,Selah

				33 to Him who rides in the ancient, 
highest heavens.

				Look, He thunders with His powerful voice!

				34 Ascribe power to God.

				His majesty is over Israel,

				His power among the clouds.

				35 God, You are awe-inspiring in Your 
sanctuaries.

				The God of Israel gives power and strength to His people.

				May God be praised!

				A Principle to Live By - The Day of the Lord
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				#65 Knowing that at any moment the day of grace could end and usher in the Day of the Lord, we are to do our part in communicating the message of salvation to those who are unsaved.

				In this section David began to address God's judgment on those who continually and persistently oppose the Lord (vv. 20-21). 

				Though David rejoiced when the wicked enemies of God were defeated in battle, it is wrong to rejoice over the fact that those who reject the Lord Jesus Christ will face eternal judgment. We should continue to pray that people will turn from their sins; Jesus Christ has delayed His return to give them time to do so (2Pt 3:8-9). On the other hand, we can rejoice that God is in control and someday He will rule and reign as a righteous judge.  (See 2Pt #5:Looking for Christ's Return.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it sometimes difficult to pray for those who are blatantly opposed to the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ and who mercilessly persecute Christians?

				

				Psalm 69

				

	

A Plea for Rescue

				For the choir director: according to 
"The Lilies." Davidic.

				1 Save me, God,

				for the water has risen to my neck.

				2 I have sunk in deep mud, and there is no footing;

				I have come into deep waters,

				and a flood sweeps over me.

				3 I am weary from my crying;

				my throat is parched.

				My eyes fail, looking for my God.

				4 Those who hate me without cause

				are more numerous than the hairs of my head;

				my deceitful enemies, who would destroy me,

				are powerful.

				Though I did not steal, I must repay.

				

				5 God, You know my foolishness,

				and my •guilty acts are not hidden from You.

				6 Do not let those who put their hope in You

				be disgraced because of me,

				Lord God of •Hosts;

				do not let those who seek You

				be humiliated because of me,

				God of Israel.

				7 For I have endured insults because of You,

				and shame has covered my face.

				8 I have become a stranger to my brothers

				and a foreigner to my mother's sons

				9 because zeal for Your house has consumed me,

				and the insults of those who insult You

				have fallen on me.

				10 I mourned and fasted,

				but it brought me insults.

				11 I wore •sackcloth as my clothing,

				and I was a joke to them.

				12 Those who sit at the city •gate talk about me,

				and drunkards make up songs about me.

				

				13 But as for me, Lord,

				my prayer to You is for a time of favor.

				In Your abundant, faithful love, God,

				answer me with Your sure salvation.

				14 Rescue me from the miry mud; don't let me sink.

				Let me be rescued from those who hate me

				and from the deep waters.

				15 Don't let the floodwaters sweep over me

				or the deep swallow me up;

				don't let the •Pit close its mouth over me.

				16 Answer me, Lord,

				for Your faithful love is good;

				in keeping with Your great compassion,

				turn to me.

				17 Don't hide Your face from Your servant,

				for I am in distress.

				Answer me quickly!

				18 Draw near to me and redeem me;

				ransom me because of my enemies.

				

				19 You know the insults I endure —

				my shame and disgrace.

				You are aware of all my adversaries.

				20 Insults have broken my heart,

				and I am in despair.

				I waited for sympathy,

				but there was none;

				for comforters, but found no one.

				21 Instead, they gave me gall for my food,

				and for my thirst

				they gave me vinegar to drink.

				

				22 Let their table set before them be a snare,

				and let it be a trap for their allies.

				23 Let their eyes grow too dim to see,

				and let their loins continually shake.

				24 Pour out Your rage on them,

				and let Your burning anger overtake them.

				25 Make their fortification desolate;

				may no one live in their tents.

				26 For they persecute the one You struck

				and talk about the pain of those You wounded.

				27 Add guilt to their guilt;

				do not let them share in Your righteousness.

				28 Let them be erased from the book of life

				and not be recorded with the righteous.

				

				29 But as for me — poor and in pain —

				let Your salvation protect me, God.

				30 I will praise God's name with song

				and exalt Him with thanksgiving.

				31 That will please •Yahweh more than an ox,

				more than a bull with horns and hooves.

				32 The humble will see it and rejoice.

				You who seek God, take heart!

				33 For the Lord listens to the needy

				and does not despise

				His own who are prisoners.

				

				34 Let heaven and earth praise Him,

				the seas and everything that moves in them,

				35 for God will save •Zion

				and build upjh the cities of Judah.

				They will live there and possess it.

				36 The descendants of His servants will inherit it,

				and those who love His name will live in it.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Great High Priest

				#66 When we face difficulties, we should approach God with confidence, knowing that the Lord Jesus Christ is our mediator and is continually representing us before God.  (Review Ps #58: Our Great High Priest)

				Though there are sections in Psalm 69 that refer to David's own suffering, overall it is definitely messianic. There are a number of statements that are quoted directly in the New Testament that refer to Jesus' sufferings. For example, when Jesus predicted the persecutions He was about to face, He quoted verse 4 of this psalm:

				But this happened so that the statement written in their scripture might be fulfilled: They hated Me for no reason. (Jn 15:25)

				The author of Hebrews captured the essence of this psalm when he wrote,

				During His earthly life, He offered prayers and appeals with loud cries and tears to the One who was able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of His reverence. Though He was God's Son, He learned obedience through what He suffered. After He was perfected, He became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey Him, and He was declared by God a high priest in the order of Melchizedek. (Heb 5:7-10) 

				In His humanity Jesus identified with all of our weaknesses. He, of course, did not sin when He faced these difficult experiences. However,"He was perfected" so He could identify with us as our great high priest (Heb 4:14-16; 5:9).  (See Heb #8:Our Great High Priest.)

				Reflection and Response

				When we face temptations and trials, why is it sometimes difficult for us to seek God's help as the Bible says we should?

				

				Psalm 70

				

	

A Call for Deliverance

				For the choir director. Davidic. To bring 
remembrance.

				1 God, deliver me.

				Hurry to help me, Lord!

				

				2 Let those who seek my life

				be disgraced and confounded;

				let those who wish me harm

				be driven back and humiliated.

				3 Let those who say,"Aha, aha!"

				retreat because of their shame.

				

				4 Let all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You;

				let those who love Your salvation

				continually say,"God is great!"

				5 I am afflicted and needy;

				hurry to me, God.

				You are my help and my deliverer;

				Lord, do not delay.(Review Ps #39: Victory through Christ.)

				Psalm 71

				

	

God's Help in Old Age

				1 Lord, I seek refuge in You;

				let me never be disgraced.

				2 In Your justice, rescue and deliver me;

				listen closely to me and save me.

				3 Be a rock of refuge for me,

				where I can always go.

				Give the command to save me,

				for You are my rock and fortress.

				4 Deliver me, my God, from the power of 
the wicked,

				from the grasp of the unjust and oppressive.

				5 For You are my hope, Lord God,

				my confidence from my youth.

				6 I have leaned on You from birth;

				You took me from my mother's womb.

				My praise is always about You.

				7 I have become an ominous sign to many,

				but You are my strong refuge.

				8 My mouth is full of praise

				and honor to You all day long.

				

				9 Don't discard me in my old age;

				as my strength fails, do not abandon me.

				10 For my enemies talk about me,

				and those who spy on me plot together,

				11 saying,"God has abandoned him;

				chase him and catch him,

				for there is no one to rescue him."

				12 God, do not be far from me;

				my God, hurry to help me.

				13 May my adversaries be disgraced and 
destroyed;

				may those who seek my harm

				be covered with disgrace and humiliation.

				14 But I will hope continually

				and will praise You more and more.

				15 My mouth will tell about Your righteousness

				and Your salvation all day long,

				though I cannot sum them up.

				16 I come because of the mighty acts of the Lord God;

				I will proclaim Your righteousness, Yours alone.

				

				17 God, You have taught me from my youth,

				and I still proclaim Your wonderful works.

				18 Even when I am old and gray,

				God, do not abandon me.

				Then I willji proclaim Your power

				to another generation,

				Your strength to all who are to come.

				19 Your righteousness reaches heaven, God,

				You who have done great things;

				God, who is like You?

				20 You caused me to experience

				many troubles and misfortunes,

				but You will revive me again.

				You will bring me up again,

				even from the depths of the earth.

				21 You will increase my honor

				and comfort me once again.

				22 Therefore, I will praise You with a harp

				for Your faithfulness, my God;

				I will sing to You with a lyre,

				Holy One of Israel.

				23 My lips will shout for joy

				when I sing praise to You

				because You have redeemed me.

				24 Therefore, my tongue will proclaim

				Your righteousness all day long,

				for those who seek my harm

				will be disgraced and confounded.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Caring for the Elderly

				[image: Getz0586.png]

				#67 As adult children as well as local church leaders, we are to make sure that elderly people are cared for properly.

				Psalm 71 is about old age. It gives us insights into how elderly people often feel: frustration because of loss of physical strength and mental skills (v. 9), sadness because of those who are insensitive (vv. 10-11), and fear because of feelings of abandonment 
(v. 18). 

				God has a special place in His heart for the elderly. This is why the Holy Spirit inspired Paul to deal with at least one group of older people in the New Testament: widows. Paul commanded adult children to care for their widowed parents:

				But if any widow has children or grandchildren, they must learn to practice godliness toward their own family first and to repay their parents, for this pleases God. (1Tm 5:4) 

				Later in the same passage, Paul drove the point even deeper:

				But if anyone does not provide for his own, that is his own household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. (1Tm 5:8) 

				Paul then went on to describe what leaders in a local church should do, especially if there are needs that adult children cannot meet (1Tm 5:9-16).  (See 1Tm #11:Material Needs.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the variables in our own culture that affect the way elderly people can be cared for, especially financially?

				

				Psalm 72

				

	

A Prayer for the King

				Solomonic.

				1 God, give Your justice to the king

				and Your righteousness to the king's son.

				2 He will judge Your people with righteousness

				and Your afflicted ones with justice.

				3 May the mountains bring prosperityjj to the people

				and the hills, righteousness.

				4 May he vindicate the afflicted among the people,

				help the poor,

				and crush the oppressor.

				

				5 May he continue jk while the sun endures

				and as long as the moon, throughout all generations.

				6 May he be like rain that falls on the cut grass,

				like spring showers that water the earth.

				7 May the righteous jl flourish in his days

				and prosperityjm abound

				until the moon is no more.

				

				8 May he rule from sea to sea

				and from the Euphrates

				to the ends of the earth.

				9 May desert tribes kneel before him

				and his enemies lick the dust.

				10 May the kings of Tarshish

				and the coasts and islands bring tribute,

				the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.

				11 Let all kings bow down to him,

				all nations serve him.

				

				12 For he will rescue the poor who cry out

				and the afflicted who have no helper.

				13 He will have pity on the poor and helpless

				and save the lives of the poor.

				14 He will redeem them from oppression 
and violence,

				for their lives arejn preciousjo in his sight.

				

				15 May he live long!

				May gold from Sheba be given to him.

				May prayer be offered for him continually,

				and may he be blessed all day long.

				16 May there be plenty of grain in the land;

				may it wave on the tops of the mountains.

				May its crops be like Lebanon.

				May people flourish in the cities

				like the grass of the field.

				17 May his name endure forever;

				as long as the sun shines,

				may his fame increase.

				May all nations be blessed by him

				and call him blessed.

				

				18 May the Lord God, the God of Israel,

				who alone does wonders, be praised.

				19 May His glorious name be praised forever;

				the whole earth is filled with His glory.

				•Amen and amen.

				20 The prayers of David son of Jesse are concluded.

				A Principle to Live By - Making Christ King

				[image: Getz0587.png]

				#68 As members of Christ's church, we are to worship and serve Jesus Christ as our sovereign Lord and King. 

				Although Solomon made historical references to Israel's king in this psalm, he also described an eternal kingdom (vv. 5-7), a universal reign (vv. 8-11), and material and spiritual prosperity (vv. 12-17). These descriptions can only refer to Christ and His kingdom on earth. Most importantly, this psalm referred to a king through whom all nations will be blessed (v. 17)—a direct reference to the Abrahamic covenant (Gn 12:3). 

				God's promise to Abraham is being fulfilled now as both Jews and Gentiles become members of one body, the church. However, the apostle John had a vision of a future time when

				The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Messiah, and He will reign forever and ever! (Rv 11:15b) 

				Obviously, this great moment in history has not yet arrived. When it does, 

				At the name of Jesus every knee will bow—of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth—and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Php 2:10-11)

				Though every knee has not yet bowed before the Lord Jesus Christ, when we become His children, we should become His subjects. We should worship and obey Him as our God and King:

				Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. (1Tm 1:17) 

				Reflection and Response

				Though Christ's kingdom today is spiritual, how should all Christians demonstrate that Jesus is our sovereign Lord and King?

				

				BOOK  III Psalms 73–89

				Psalm 73

				

	

God's Ways Vindicated

				A psalm of •Asaph.

				1 God is indeed good to Israel,

				to the pure in heart.

				2 But as for me, my feet almost slipped;

				my steps nearly went astray.

				3 For I envied the arrogant;

				I saw the prosperity of the wicked.

				

				4 They have an easy time until they die,jp

				and their bodies are well fed.jq

				5 They are not in trouble like others;

				they are not afflicted like most people.

				6 Therefore, pride is their necklace,

				and violence covers them like a garment.

				7 Their eyes bulge out from fatness;

				the imaginations of their hearts run wild.

				8 They mock, and they speak maliciously;

				they arrogantly threaten oppression.

				9 They set their mouths against heaven,

				and their tongues strut across the earth.

				10 Therefore His people turn to themjr

				and drink in their overflowing words.js

				11 The wicked say,"How can God know?

				Does the •Most High know everything?"

				12 Look at them — the wicked!

				They are always at ease,

				and they increase their wealth.

				

				

				13 Did I purify my heart

				and wash my hands in innocence for nothing?

				14 For I am afflicted all day long

				and punished every morning.

				15 If I had decided to say these things aloud,

				I would have betrayed Your people.jt

				16 When I tried to understand all this,

				it seemed hopelessju

				17 until I entered God's sanctuary.

				Then I understood their destiny.

				18 Indeed, You put them in slippery places;

				You make them fall into ruin.

				19 How suddenly they become a desolation!

				They come to an end, swept away by terrors.

				20 Like one waking from a dream,

				Lord, when arising, You will despise their image.

				

				21 When I became embittered

				and my innermost beingjv was wounded,

				22 I was stupid and didn't understand;

				I was an unthinking animal toward You.

				23 Yet I am always with You;

				You hold my right hand.

				24 You guide me with Your counsel,

				and afterward You will take me up in glory.jw

				25 Who do I have in heaven but You?

				And I desire nothing on earth but You.

				26 My flesh and my heart may fail,

				but God is the strengthjx of my heart,

				my portion forever.

				27 Those far from You will certainly perish;

				You destroy all who are unfaithful to You.

				28 But as for me, God's presence is my good.

				I have made the Lord God my refuge,

				so I can tell about all You do.

				A Principle to Live By - Eternal Perspective
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				#69 We are to have an eternal perspective on material possessions rather than focusing on the temporary prosperity of the wicked.

				This psalm and the next 10 are identified as psalms of Asaph, which could refer to the"descendants of Asaph" (2Ch 35:15). David assigned this extended family to be in charge of the music and worship in the tabernacle (1Ch 16:4-5,37). 

				The"Asaph" who wrote Psalm 73 went through a period of doubt and disillusionment when he envied"the prosperity of the wicked" (v. 3). However, when he was worshiping in the tabernacle, he regained an eternal perspective. What the wicked had in this life would never bring ultimate fulfillment and certainly not eternal life. With this new insight, Asaph wrote these powerful words:"Who do I have in heaven but You? And I desire nothing on earth but You" (v. 25). 

				Jesus reiterated what Asaph had discovered:

				Don't collect for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal. But collect for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves don't break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Mt 6:19-21)  (See Mt #15:Eternal Treasures.)

				Reflection and Response

				What specific steps can we take as Christians to make sure we have a proper perspective on material possessions? 

				

				Psalm 74

				

	

Prayer for Israel

				A •Maskil of •Asaph.

				1 Why have You rejected us forever, God?

				Why does Your anger burn

				against the sheep of Your pasture?

				2 Remember Your congregation,

				which You purchased long ago

				and redeemed as the tribe for Your own 
possession.

				Remember Mount •Zion where You dwell.

				3 Make Your wayjy to the everlasting ruins,

				to all that the enemy has destroyed in the 
sanctuary.

				4 Your adversaries roared in the meeting place

				where You met with us.jz

				They set up their emblems as signs.

				5 It was like men in a thicket of trees,

				wielding axes,

				6 then smashing all the carvings

				with hatchets and picks.

				7 They set Your sanctuary on fire;

				they utterlyka desecrated

				the dwelling place of Your name.

				8 They said in their hearts,

				"Let us oppress them relentlessly."

				They burned down every place throughout 
the land

				where God met with us.kb

				9 There are no signs for us to see.

				There is no longer a prophet.

				And none of us knows how long this will last.

				10 God, how long will the enemy mock?

				Will the foe insult Your name forever?

				11 Why do You hold back Your hand?

				Stretch outkc Your right hand and destroy them!

				

				12 God my King is from ancient times,

				performing saving acts on the earth.

				13 You divided the sea with Your strength;

				You smashed the heads of the sea monsters in the waters;

				14 You crushed the heads of •Leviathan;

				You fed him to the creatures of the desert.

				15 You opened up springs and streams;

				You dried up ever-flowing rivers.

				16 The day is Yours, also the night;

				You established the moon and the sun.

				17 You set all the boundaries of the earth;

				You made summer and winter.

				

				18 Remember this: the enemy has mocked 
•Yahweh,

				and a foolish people has insulted Your name.

				19 Do not give the life of Your dove to beasts; kd

				do not forget the lives of Your poor people forever.

				20 Consider the covenant,

				for the dark places of the land are full of violence.

				21 Do not let the oppressed turn away in shame;

				let the poor and needy praise Your name.

				22 Rise up, God, defend Your cause!

				Remember the insults

				that fools bring against You all day long.

				23 Do not forget the clamor of Your adversaries,

				the tumult of Your opponents that goes up 
constantly.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Eternal Covenant

				[image: Getz0589.png]

				#70 No matter what happens in this life, we are to rest in God's promise to bring us safely home to heaven. 

				This psalm most likely referred to the devastation of Jerusalem and the temple under King Nebuchadnezzar in 586 b.c. In the midst of what seemed to be God's complete rejection of His people because of their sins, the psalmist cried out,"Consider the covenant" (v. 20). Earlier, he had pleaded with God to"remember [His] congregation [that He had] purchased long ago and redeemed as the tribe for [His] own possession" (v. 2). 

				The psalmist was probably referring to the unconditional covenant God made with Abraham to make his offspring"a great nation" (Gn 12:2). Later, when God chose both Jews and Gentiles to be a part of the church by responding to His grace through faith, He also made an unconditional covenant with all true believers. It's not a land promise but a heavenly promise. Paul made this point clear in his letter to the Ephesians:

				When you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and when you believed in Him, you were also sealed with the promised Holy Spirit. He is the down payment of our inheritance, for the redemption of the possession, to the praise of His glory. (Eph 1:13-14)  (See Eph #2:Our Position in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				How should our security in Christ impact the way we live? (See Ti 2:11-14.)

				

				Psalm 75

				

	

God Judges the Wicked

				For the choir director:"Do Not Destroy." A psalm of •Asaph. A song.

				1 We give thanks to You, God;

				we give thanks to You, for Your name is near.

				People tell about Your wonderful works.

				

				2 "When I choose a time,

				I will judge fairly.

				3 When the earth and all its inhabitants shake,

				I am the One who steadies its pillars.•Selah

				4 I say to the boastful, 'Do not boast,'

				and to the wicked, 'Do not lift up your •horn.

				5 Do not lift up your horn against heaven

				or speak arrogantly.'"

				

				6 Exaltation does not come

				from the east, the west, or the desert,

				7 for God is the Judge:

				He brings down one and exalts another.

				8 For there is a cup in the Lord's hand,

				full of wine blended with spices, and He pours from it.

				All the wicked of the earth will drink,

				draining it to the dregs.

				

				9 As for me, I will tell about Him forever;

				I will sing praise to the God of Jacob.

				

				10 "I will cut off all the horns of the wicked,

				but the horns of the righteous will be lifted up."

				A Principle to Live By - A Call to Humility
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				#71 When we are tempted to be prideful, we should reflect on God's sovereign grace and mercy in choosing us to be His children.

				This psalm is a warning to unbelievers. All those who"lift up [their] horn against heaven" (v. 5) are challenging God, and if they don't repent, they are headed for eternal condemnation. However, there's also a message here for born again believers. The apostle Peter picked up on the same theme when he wrote to New Testament Christians,

				And all of you clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble. Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that He may exalt you at the proper time. (1Pt 5:5b-6)  (See 1Pt #11:Demonstrating Humility.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why should reflecting on God's mercy and grace help us avoid yielding to the temptation to be prideful?

				

				Psalm 76

				

	

God, the Powerful Judge

				For the choir director: with stringed 
instruments. A psalm of •Asaph. A song.

				1 God is known in Judah;

				His name is great in Israel.

				2 His tent is in Salem,

				His dwelling place in •Zion.

				3 There He shatters the bow's flaming arrows,

				the shield, the sword, and the weapons of war. 
•Selah

				

				4 You are resplendent and majestic

				coming down from the mountains of prey.

				5 The brave-hearted have been plundered;

				they have slipped into their final sleep.

				None of the warriors was able to lift a hand.

				6 At Your rebuke, God of Jacob,

				both chariot and horse lay still.

				

				7 And You — You are to be •feared.ke

				When You are angry,

				who can stand before You?

				8 From heaven You pronounced judgment.

				The earth feared and grew quiet

				9 when God rose up to judge

				and to save all the lowly of the earth.Selah

				10 Even human wrath will praise You;

				You will clothe Yourself

				with their remaining wrath.kf

				

				11 Make and keep your vows

				to the Lord your God;

				let all who are around Him bring tribute

				to the awe-inspiring One.kg

				12 He humbles the spirit of leaders;

				He is feared by the kings of the earth.

				A Principle to Live By - The Only Way
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				#72 We are to believe and teach the gospel message that only those who put their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ will inherit eternal life. 

				God in His mercy and grace chose Abraham out of paganism. He then made him a promise that he would give birth to a great nation, the 12 tribes of Israel. This group of people—the tribe of Judah particularly—would reveal the Savior, Jesus Christ (v. 1). Thus John wrote,

				He came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him. But to all who did receive Him, He gave them the right to be children of God, to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood, or of the will of the flesh, or of the will of man, but of God. (Jn 1:11-13)  
(See Jn #2:The Deity of Christ.)

				This sounds very exclusive, and it is. Apart from this divine and gracious plan, no one can be saved since we have all"sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Rm 3:23). In Christ, God's covenant with Abraham regarding being a blessing to"all the peoples on earth" is being fulfilled (Gn 12:3). However, that blessing is reserved for those who put their faith in Jesus Christ for salvation. This is why Jesus also said,

				I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. (Jn 14:6) 

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some people claim to be followers of Jesus Christ and yet teach that there are many ways to God?

				

				Psalm 77

				

	

Confidence in a Time of Crisis

				For the choir director: according to 
Jeduthun. Of •Asaph. A psalm.

				1 I cry aloud to God,

				aloud to God, and He will hear me.

				2 I sought the Lord in my day of trouble.

				My hands were continually lifted up

				all night long;

				I refused to be comforted.

				3 I think of God; I groan;

				I meditate; my spirit becomes weak.•Selah

				

				4 You have kept me from closing my eyes;

				I am troubled and cannot speak.

				5 I consider days of old,

				years long past.

				6 At night I remember my music;

				I meditate in my heart, and my spirit ponders.

				

				7 "Will the Lord reject forever

				and never again show favor?

				8 Has His faithful love ceased forever?

				Is His promise at an end for all generations?

				9 Has God forgotten to be gracious?

				Has He in anger withheld His compassion?" 
Selah

				

				

				10 So I say,"I am grievedkh

				that the right hand of the •Most High has changed."

				11 I will remember the Lord's works;

				yes, I will remember Your ancient wonders.

				12 I will reflect on all You have done

				and meditate on Your actions.

				

				13 God, Your way is holy.

				What god is great like God?

				14 You are the God who works wonders;

				You revealed Your strength among the peoples.

				15 With power You redeemed Your people,

				the descendants of Jacob and Joseph.Selah

				

				16 The waters saw You, God.

				The waters saw You; they trembled.

				Even the depths shook.

				17 The clouds poured down water.

				The storm clouds thundered;

				Your arrows flashed back and forth.

				18 The sound of Your thunder was in the whirlwind;

				lightning lit up the world.

				The earth shook and quaked.

				19 Your way went through the sea

				and Your path through the great waters,

				but Your footprints were unseen.

				20 You led Your people like a flock

				by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

				A Principle to Live By - Remembering God
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				#73 When we are discouraged and even feel forsaken by God, we should reflect on the Lord's holiness, His power, and His past blessings and provisions.

				Asaph was honest about his spiritual and emotional pain. In the dark hours of the night, he remembered when music had filled his soul, but also questioned if God had completely removed His love, grace, and compassion forever (vv. 6-10). During this time he found solace in remembering God's"ancient wonders" (v. 11), holy ways (v. 13), and care in delivering the children of Israel from Egypt (vv. 14-15). 

				When Paul wrote to Timothy from a prison dungeon, he encouraged his young friend to focus his attention on Jesus Christ, alluding to Christ's sufferings (2Tm 2:3,8).  (See 2Tm #5:Focusing on Christ.)

				Today, when we are facing difficult challenges and even feel that God is silent, we should remember what the Lord has done for us and what He has promised to do for us through the presence and power of Jesus Christ. 

				Reflection and Response

				When we feel God is silent and even absent, how does the Holy Spirit use other members of the body of Christ to dissipate these false notions? (See Rm 15:1-2.) 

				

				Psalm 78

				

	

Lessons from Israel's Past

				A •Maskil of •Asaph.

				1 My people, hear my instruction;

				listen to what I say.

				2 I will declare wise sayings;

				I will speak mysteries from the past —

				3 things we have heard and known

				and that our fathers have passed down to us.

				4 We must not hide them from their children,

				but must tell a future generation

				the praises of the Lord,

				His might, and the wonderful works

				He has performed.

				5 He established a •testimony in Jacob

				and set up a law in Israel,

				which He commanded our fathers

				to teach to their children

				6 so that a future generation —

				children yet to be born — might know.

				They were to rise and tell their children

				7 so that they might put their confidence in God

				and not forget God's works,

				but keep His commands.

				8 Then they would not be like their fathers,

				a stubborn and rebellious generation,

				a generation whose heart was not loyal

				and whose spirit was not faithful to God.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Parental Nurture
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				#74 As parents, we are to teach our children God's eternal Word, and as pastors, we should make sure our churches support this teaching-learning process. 

				Asaph's primary exhortation was that parents should faithfully teach their children God's Word. In essence, this psalm affirms what Moses commanded to Israel before they entered the promised land:

				These words that I am giving you today are to be in your heart. Repeat them to your children. Talk about them when you sit in your house and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. (Dt 6:6-7)  (See Dt #11:Teachable Moments.)

				Paul has given us the same basic exhortation. We're to nurture our children"in the training and instruction of the Lord" (Eph 6:4). If we do not, we'll see the same results as the parents in Israel experienced—the children forgot the Lord and began to worship false gods (See Jdg 2:10).  
(See Jdg #5:Modeling and Teaching.)

				Today, we have a great advantage over the children of Israel. We are members of Christ's body, the church, indwelt by the Holy Spirit, and together we can support one another (Eph 4:16). We also have the totality of God's written revelation. 

				Reflection and Response

				How can the local church help parents nurture their children without causing them to relinquish their responsibility to do what the church can never do?  (See 1Th #3:God's Household Model.)

				

				9 The Ephraimite archers turned back

				on the day of battle.

				10 They did not keep God's covenant

				and refused to live by His law.

				11 They forgot what He had done,

				the wonderful works He had shown them.  (See Jdg #3:Tests of Faith.)

				12 He worked wonders in the sight of their fathers

				in the land of Egypt, the region of Zoan.

				13 He split the sea and brought them across;

				the water stood firm like a wall.

				14 He led them with a cloud by day

				and with a fiery light throughout the night.

				15 He split rocks in the wilderness

				and gave them drink as abundant as the depths.

				16 He brought streams out of the stone

				and made water flow down like rivers.

				

				17 But they continued to sin against Him,

				rebelling in the desert against the •Most High.

				18 They deliberatelyki tested God,

				demanding the food they craved.

				19 They spoke against God, saying,

				"Is God able to provide food in the wilderness?

				20 Look! He struck the rock and water gushed out;

				torrents overflowed.

				But can He also provide bread

				or furnish meat for His people?"  (See Ex #16:Short Memories.)

				21 Therefore, the Lord heard and became furious;

				then fire broke out against Jacob,

				and anger flared up against Israel

				22 because they did not believe God

				or rely on His salvation.

				23 He gave a command to the clouds above

				and opened the doors of heaven.

				24 He rained manna for them to eat;

				He gave them grain from heaven.

				25 Peoplekj ate the bread of angels.kk

				He sent them an abundant supply of food.

				26 He made the east wind blow in the skies

				and drove the south wind by His might.

				27 He rained meat on them like dust,

				and winged birds like the sand of the seas.

				28 He made them fall in His camp,

				all around His tent. kl, km

				29 They ate and were completely satisfied,

				for He gave them what they craved.

				30 Before they had satisfied their desire,

				while the food was still in their mouths,

				31 God's anger flared up against them,

				and He killed some of their best men.

				He struck down Israel's choice young men.

				

				32 Despite all this, they kept sinning

				and did not believe His wonderful works.

				33 He made their days end in futility,

				their years in sudden disaster.  (See Nm #22:
Inappropriate Human Effort.)

				34 When He killed some of them,

				the rest began to seek Him;

				they repented and searched for God.

				35 They remembered that God was their rock,

				the Most High God, their Redeemer.

				36 But they deceived Him with their mouths,

				they lied to Him with their tongues,

				37 their hearts were insincere toward Him,

				and they were unfaithful to His covenant.

				38 Yet He was compassionate;

				He •atoned forkn their •guilt

				and did not destroy them.

				He often turned His anger aside

				and did not unleashko all His wrath.  (See Jdg #7:God's Compassion.)

				39 He remembered that they were only flesh,

				a wind that passes and does not return.

				

				40 How often they rebelled against Him

				in the wilderness

				and grieved Him in the desert.

				41 They constantly tested God

				and provoked the Holy One of Israel.

				42 They did not remember His power shown

				on the day He redeemed them from the foe,

				43 when He performed His miraculous signs in Egypt

				and His wonders in the region of Zoan.

				44 He turned their rivers into blood,

				and they could not drink from their streams.

				45 He sent among them swarms of flies,

				which fed on them,

				and frogs, which devastated them.

				46 He gave their crops to the caterpillar

				and the fruit of their labor to the locust.

				47 He killed their vines with hail

				and their sycamore fig trees with a flood.

				48 He handed over their livestock to hail

				and their cattle to lightning bolts.

				49 He sent His burning anger against them:

				fury, indignation, and calamity —

				a band of deadly messengers.kp

				50 He cleared a path for His anger.

				He did not spare them from death

				but delivered their lives to the plague.

				51 He struck all the firstborn in Egypt,

				the first progeny of the tents of Ham.

				52 He led His people out like sheep

				and guided them like a flock in the wilderness.

				

				53 He led them safely, and they were not afraid;

				but the sea covered their enemies.

				54 He brought them to His holy land,

				to the mountain His right hand acquired.

				55 He drove out nations before them.

				He apportioned their inheritance by lot

				and settled the tribes of Israel in their tents.

				

				56 But they rebelliously tested the Most High God,

				for they did not keep His decrees.

				57 They treacherously turned away like their 
fathers;

				they became warped like a faulty bow.

				58 They enraged Him with their •high places

				and provoked His jealousy with their carved 
images.  (See Jdg #5:Modeling and Teaching.)

				59 God heard and became furious;

				He completely rejected Israel.

				60 He abandoned the tabernacle at Shiloh,

				the tent where He resided among men.kq

				61 He gave up His strength to captivity

				and His splendor to the hand of a foe.

				62 He surrendered His people to the sword

				because He was enraged with His heritage.

				63 Fire consumed His chosen young men,

				and His young women had no wedding songs.kr

				64 His priests fell by the sword,

				but theks widows could not lament.

				

				65 Then the Lord awoke as if from sleep,

				like a warrior from the effects of wine.

				66 He beat back His foes;

				He gave them lasting shame.

				67 He rejected the tent of Joseph

				and did not choose the tribe of Ephraim.

				68 He chose instead the tribe of Judah,

				Mount •Zion, which He loved.

				69 He built His sanctuary like the heights,

				like the earth that He established forever.

				70 He chose David His servant

				and took him from the sheepfolds;

				71 He brought him from tending ewes

				to be shepherd over His people Jacob —

				over Israel, His inheritance.

				72 He shepherded them with a pure heart

				and guided them with his skillful hands.  (See 2Sm #3:God's Sovereign Plan.)

				Psalm 79

				

	

Faith amid Confusion

				A psalm of •Asaph.

				1 God, the nations have invaded Your inheritance,

				desecrated Your holy temple,

				and turned Jerusalem into ruins.

				2 They gave the corpses of Your servants

				to the birds of the sky for food,

				the flesh of Your godly ones

				to the beasts of the earth.

				3 They poured out their blood

				like water all around Jerusalem,

				and there was no one to bury them.

				4 We have become an object of reproach

				to our neighbors,

				a source of mockery and ridicule

				to those around us.

				

				5 How long, •Yahweh? Will You be angry forever?

				Will Your jealousy keep burning like fire?

				6 Pour out Your wrath on the nations

				that don't acknowledge You,

				on the kingdoms that don't call on Your name,

				7 for they have devoured Jacob

				and devastated his homeland.

				8 Do not hold past sinskt against us;

				let Your compassion come to us quickly,

				for we have become weak.

				

				9 God of our salvation, help us —

				for the glory of Your name.

				Deliver us and •atone forku our sins,

				because of Your name.

				10 Why should the nations ask,

				"Where is their God?"

				Before our eyes,

				let vengeance for the shed blood of Your servants

				be known among the nations.

				11 Let the groans of the prisoners reach You;

				according to Your great power,

				preserve those condemned to die.

				

				12 Pay back sevenfold to our neighbors

				the reproach they have hurled at You, Lord.

				13 Then we, Your people, the sheep of Your pasture,

				will thank You forever;

				we will declare Your praise

				to generation after generation.

				A Principle to Live By - Forgiveness of Sins

				#75 To experience continual forgiveness of sin and intimate fellowship with God, we must acknowledge our sins and then walk in God's will. 

				[image: Getz0594.png]

				Psalm 79, like Psalm 74, describes the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians in 586 b.c. It's a dismal, gruesome scene (79:2-4). However, in the midst of this devastation, Asaph prayed for God's compassion (vv. 8-9). Ultimately, God heard this prayer, and many were delivered from Babylonian captivity. 

				The church of Jesus Christ has often disobeyed God and experienced spiritual discipline. 
This is obvious in the letters John penned to the seven churches in Asia. However, if these believers listened and responded to the words of Jesus, they could be restored to fellowship with God. Jesus said to the church in Laodicea,

				As many as I love, I rebuke and discipline. So be committed and repent. Listen! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and have dinner with him, and he with Me. (Rv 3:19-20)  (See Rv #9:Receiving Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some Christians have difficulty accepting forgiveness after they have walked out of God's will, and even after they have acknowledged their sins?

				

				Psalm 80

				

	

A Prayer for Restoration

				For the choir director: according to 
"The Lilies." A testimony of •Asaph. A psalm.

				1 Listen, Shepherd of Israel,

				who leads Joseph like a flock;

				You who sit enthroned on the •cherubim,

				rise up

				2 before Ephraim,

				Benjamin, and Manasseh.

				Rally Your power and come to save us.

				3 Restore us, God;

				look on us with favor,

				and we will be saved.

				

				4 Lord God of •Hosts,

				how long will You be angry

				with Your people's prayers?

				5 You fed them the bread of tears

				and gave them a full measurekv

				of tears to drink.

				6 You make us quarrel with our neighbors;

				our enemies make fun of us.

				7 Restore us, God of Hosts;

				look on us with favor, and we will be saved.

				

				8 You uprooted a vine from Egypt;

				You drove out the nations and planted it.

				9 You cleared a place for it;

				it took root and filled the land.

				10 The mountains were covered by its shade,

				and the mighty cedarskw with its branches.

				11 It sent out sprouts toward the Sea

				and shoots toward the River.

				

				12 Why have You broken down its walls

				so that all who pass by pick its fruit?

				13 The boar from the forest tears it

				and creatures of the field feed on it.

				14 Return, God of Hosts.

				Look down from heaven and see;

				take care of this vine,

				15 the rootkx Your right hand has planted,

				the shootky that You made strong for Yourself.

				16 It was cut down and burned up;kz

				theyla perish at the rebuke of Your countenance.

				17 Let Your hand be with the man at Your right hand,

				with the son of man

				You have made strong for Yourself.

				18 Then we will not turn away from You;

				revive us, and we will call on Your name.

				19 Restore us, •Yahweh, the God of Hosts;

				look on us with favor, and we will be saved.

				A Principle to Live By - Abiding in Christ

				[image: Getz0595.png]

				#76 We must live in close fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ, drawing our strength from 
Him.

				Three times in this psalm Asaph asked God to restore Israel (vv. 3,7,19). However, the heart of his prayer focuses on Israel as an uprooted vine that God brought out of Egypt (v. 8). This transplanted vine took root in the promised land (v. 9). However, eventually"it was cut down and burned up" (v. 16). At the same time, Asaph offered a prayer that clearly referred to the coming of the Messiah (v. 17).

				It is not an accident that when Jesus Christ came as both the Son of Man and the Son of God, He used the same metaphor as Asaph. However, Jesus referred to Himself—not Israel—when He said,

				I am the true vine, and My Father is the vineyard keeper. Every branch in Me that does not produce fruit He removes, and He prunes every branch that produces fruit so that it will produce more fruit. . . . Remain in Me, and I in you. Just as a branch is unable to produce fruit by itself unless it remains on the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in Me. (Jn 15:1-2,4) 

				The fruit Jesus was referring to is love: love for God and love for one another (Jn 15:9,12,17), which are the two greatest commands (Mt 22:37-40). We manifest this love when we stay in close fellowship with our Savior. It is this relationship that enables us to manifest the fruit of the Holy Spirit (Gl 5:22-23).  (See Jn #30:God's Sustaining Strength.)

				Reflection and Response

				Since remaining in Christ is such a simple truth, why is it some people make it so complicated?

				

				

				

				

				Psalm 81

				

	

A Call to Obedience

				For the choir director: on the •Gittith. Of •Asaph.

				1 Sing for joy to God our strength;

				shout in triumph to the God of Jacob.

				2 Lift up a song — play the tambourine,

				the melodious lyre, and the harp.

				3 Blow the horn on the day of our feastslb

				during the new moon

				and during the full moon.

				4 For this is a statute for Israel,

				a judgment of the God of Jacob.

				5 He set it up as an ordinance for Joseph

				when He went throughout lc the land 
of Egypt.

				

				I heard an unfamiliar language:

				6 "I relieved his shoulder from the burden;

				his hands were freed from carrying the basket.

				7 You called out in distress, and I rescued you;

				I answered you from the thundercloud.

				I tested you at the waters of Meribah.•Selah

				8 Listen, My people, and I will admonish you.

				Israel, if you would only listen to Me!

				9 There must not be a strange god among you;

				you must not bow down to a foreign god.

				10 I am •Yahweh  your God,

				who brought you up from the land of Egypt.

				Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.

				

				11 "But My people did not listen to Me;

				Israel did not obey Me.

				12 So I gave them over to their stubborn 
hearts

				to follow their own plans.

				13 If only My people would listen to Me

				and Israel would follow My ways,

				14 I would quickly subdue their enemies

				and turn My hand against their foes."

				15 Those who hate the Lord

				would pretend submission to Him;

				their doom would last forever.

				16 But He would feed Israelld with the best wheat.

				"I would satisfy you with honey from the rock."

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Avoiding Idolatry

				[image: Getz0596.png]

				#77 We are to be on guard against engaging in any form of idolatry. 

				Asaph was not addressing pagans but God's people (vv. 8,11,13). They were guilty of idolatry—worshiping false gods. Eventually, the Lord allowed them"to follow their own plans" (v. 12). They suffered serious consequences and were ultimately taken into captivity. 

				Paul warned the Colossian Christians about idolatry, demonstrating that even New Testament believers must guard against it:

				Therefore, put to death what belongs to your worldly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desire, and greed, which is idolatry. Because of these, God's wrath comes on the disobedient, and you once walked in these things when you were living in them. (Col 3:5-7; see also 1Co 10:6-7.)

				Christians who continue to engage in any form of idolatry will also suffer the consequences. God is patient, just as He was with Israel, but if we ignore His patience, we'll eventually be disciplined by His loving hand (Heb 12:7-11).  (See Heb #19:God's Discipline.)

				Reflection and Response

				Since idolatry can be any behavior that replaces God in our lives, what are some additional forms of idolatry that Christians engage in today, and what are some of the negative consequences?

				

				Psalm 82

				

	

A Plea for Righteous Judgment

				A psalm of •Asaph.

				1 God has taken His place in the divine assembly;

				He judges among the gods:le

				2 "How long will you judge unjustly

				and show partiality to the wicked?•Selah

				3 Provide justice for the needy and the fatherless;

				uphold the rights of the oppressed and the 
destitute.

				

				4 Rescue the poor and needy;

				save them from the power of the wicked."

				

				5 They do not know or understand;

				they wander in darkness.

				All the foundations of the earth are shaken.

				

				6 I said,"You are gods;

				you are all sons of the •Most High.

				7 However, you will die like men

				and fall like any other ruler."

				

				8 Rise up, God, judge the earth,

				for all the nations belong to You.

				A Principle to Live By - Qualified Leadership
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				#78 We are to appoint leaders in the church who are spiritually qualified so that they will be good shepherds who care deeply for the needs of God's people. 

				In Psalm 20, we looked at a principle that relates to prayer for government leaders (1Tm 2:1-4). This same principle emerges from this psalm as well since the"gods" (Ps 82:1) Asaph was referring to seemed to be the elders and judges in Israel, who were selfish and abusive (vv. 1-2).  (Review Ps #20: Praying for Government Leaders)

				Another principle grows out of Psalm 82 that relates to the leadership in the church of Jesus Christ. Paul clearly outlined the qualifications for elders (1Tm 3:1-7; Ti 1:5-9). These qualities describe a true servant to God's people, never abusing or using the position to further selfish desires.  (See 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity.)

				Reflection and Response

				What often happens in local churches when leaders are appointed who do not measure up to the qualifications outlined by the apostle Paul?

				

				Psalm 83

				

	

Prayer against Enemies

				A song. A psalm of •Asaph.

				1 God, do not keep silent.

				Do not be deaf, God; do not be idle.

				2 See how Your enemies make an uproar;

				those who hate You have acted arrogantly.lf

				3 They devise clever schemes against Your people;

				they conspire against Your treasured ones.

				4 They say,"Come, let us wipe them out as a nation

				so that Israel's name will no longer 
be remembered."

				5 For they have conspired with one mind;

				they form an alliancelg against You —

				6 the tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites,

				Moab and the Hagrites,

				7 Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek,

				Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre.

				8 Even Assyria has joined them;

				they lend supportlh to the sons of Lot.•Selah

				

				9 Deal with them as You did with Midian,

				as You did with Sisera

				and Jabin at the Kishon River.

				10 They were destroyed at En-dor;

				they became manure for the ground.

				11 Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb,

				and all their tribal leaders like Zebah 
and Zalmunna,

				12 who said,"Let us seize God's pastures 
for ourselves."

				

				13 Make them like tumbleweed, my God,

				like straw before the wind.

				14 As fire burns a forest,

				as a flame blazes through mountains,

				15 so pursue them with Your tempest

				and terrify them with Your storm.

				16 Cover their faces with shame

				so that they will seek Your name •Yahweh.

				17 Let them be put to shame and terrified forever;

				let them perish in disgrace.

				18 May they know that You alone —

				whose name is Yahweh —

				are the •Most High over all the earth.

				A Principle to Live By - Praying for Judgment
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				#79 When we pray for God's judgment on the enemies of righteousness, our primary motive should be that these evil people seek the one true God.

				Israel's enemies had surrounded them and were about to destroy them in battle. Asaph was crying out for help to God who seemed to be silent. However, the principle that emerges from this psalm relates to the ultimate purpose when God brings judgment on the enemies of His righteous ways—that they might turn from their evil acts and acknowledge and worship God (v. 16). 

				Today it is not wrong to pray for God to intervene and protect us from those who want to destroy us in order to advance their own evil agendas. However, in our prayers, we should pray that God's current, earthly judgment on them will bring them to their knees to bow before the Lord Jesus Christ, before they enter eternity separated from God and experience eternal judgment. 

				God's desire that all come to repentance is the reason Jesus Christ has delayed His return bringing ultimate judgment on the earth (2Pt 3:9). The Lord is concerned about all evil people, including the scoffers who deny the Word of God (2Pt 3:3-4). He died for the sins of the whole world. 

				Reflection and Response

				When we're confronted with terrorists who are killing innocent and defenseless people, how should we pray?

				

				Psalm 84

				

	

Longing for God's House

				For the choir director: on the •Gittith. A psalm of the sons of Korah.

				1 How lovely is Your dwelling place,

				Lord of •Hosts.

				2 I long and yearn

				for the courts of the Lord;

				my heart and flesh cry out forli the living God.

				

				3 Even a sparrow finds a home,

				and a swallow, a nest for herself

				where she places her young —

				near Your altars, Lord of Hosts,

				my King and my God.

				4 How happy are those who reside in Your house,

				who praise You continually.•Selah

				

				5 Happy are the people whose strength is in You,

				whose hearts are set on pilgrimage.

				6 As they pass through the Valley of Baca,lj

				they make it a source of springwater;

				even the autumn rain will cover it with blessings.lk

				7 They go from strength to strength;

				each appears before God in •Zion.

				

				8 Lord God of Hosts, hear my prayer;

				listen, God of Jacob.Selah

				9 Consider our shield, God;

				look on the face of Your anointed one.

				

				10 Better a day in Your courts

				than a thousand anywhere else.

				I would rather be at the door of the house of my God

				than to live in the tents of wicked people.

				11 For the Lord God is a sun and shield.

				The Lord gives grace and glory;

				He does not withhold the good

				from those who live with integrity.

				12 Happy is the person who trusts in You,

				Lord of Hosts!

				A Principle to Live By - God's Sanctuary Today
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				#80 We are to be a living and unified sanctuary that reflects the divine unity that exists in the eternal community—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

				The sons of Korah were chosen to serve as doorkeepers in the tabernacle. Though their role was rather humble, the man who penned this psalm was deeply grateful he could serve in this position in the"lovely" house of God. 

				When the church of Jesus Christ was born, our Savior came to indwell a living sanctuary composed of all believers (1Co 3:16). When every individual member functions as God intends, we become a wonderful and beautiful demonstration to the world of the unity within the Trinity (Jn 17:21).  (See Jn #33:The Results of Love.)

				Within the body of Jesus Christ, no member is insignificant, including those who occupy the most humble positions. Thus Paul wrote,

				So the eye cannot say to the hand,"I don't need you!" Or again, the head can't say to the feet,"I don't need you!" But even more, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are necessary. And those parts of the body that we think to be less honorable, we clothe these with greater honor, and our unpresentable parts have a better presentation. (1Co 12:21-23)  (See 1Co #24:Avoiding Favoritism.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Satan attempt to destroy the unity that should exist in every local body of believers?

				

				Psalm 85

				

	

Restoration of Favor

				For the choir director. A psalm of the sons of Korah.

				1 Lord, You showed favor to Your land;

				You restored Jacob's prosperity.ll

				2 You took away Your people's •guilt;

				You covered all their sin.•Selah

				3 You withdrew all Your fury;

				You turned from Your burning anger.

				

				4 Return to us, God of our salvation,

				and abandon Your displeasure with us.

				5 Will You be angry with us forever?

				Will You prolong Your anger for all generations?

				6 Will You not revive us again

				so that Your people may rejoice in You?

				7 Show us Your faithful love, Lord,

				and give us Your salvation.

				

				8 I will listen to what God will say;

				surely the Lord will declare peace

				to His people, His godly ones,

				and not let them go back to foolish ways.

				9 His salvation is very near those who •fear Him,

				so that glory may dwell in our land.

				

				10 Faithful love and truth will join together;

				righteousness and peace will embrace.

				11 Truth will spring up from the earth,

				and righteousness will look down from heaven.

				12 Also, the Lord will provide what is good,

				and our land will yield its crops.

				13 Righteousness will go before Him

				to prepare the way for His steps.

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual Renewal
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				#81 As members of our local churches, we should help one another experience continual transformation into the image of Jesus Christ.

				This psalm probably was written after the Jews began to return to the promised land following the Babylonian captivity. However, physical return was not enough. They needed to experience spiritual revival and renewal in their hearts, which began to happen under the leadership of Ezra and Nehemiah (Ezr 9–10; Neh 9–10).  (See Neh #16:Confession and Repentance.)

				Under the new covenant, the apostle Peter used the nation of Israel as a prototype to describe the church of Jesus Christ as"a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His possession, so that [we] may proclaim the praises of the One who called [us] out of darkness into His marvelous light" (1Pt 2:9). However, all of us must continue to be more and more"transformed by the renewing of [our] mind," in order to live in"the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God" (Rm 12:2). This is God's plan for renewal of the church. It is to be a continual process of reflecting the life and character of Jesus Christ, not just as individuals but as a loving, unified family of believers.  (See Rm #21:Christ-Centered Worship.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are the steps we must take as Christians to experience continual renewal in our local churches? (See Eph 4:1,17; 5:1-2,8-10,15-17.)

				

				Psalm 86

				

	

Lament and Petition

				A Davidic prayer.

				1 Listen, Lord, and answer me,

				for I am poor and needy.

				2 Protect my life, for I am faithful.

				You are my God; save Your servant who trusts in You.

				3 Be gracious to me, Lord,

				for I call to You all day long.

				4 Bring joy to Your servant's life,

				because I turn to You, Lord.

				

				5 For You, Lord, are kind and ready to forgive,

				rich in faithful love to all who call on You.

				6 Lord, hear my prayer;

				listen to my plea for mercy.

				7 I call on You in the day of my distress,

				for You will answer me.

				

				8 Lord, there is no one like You among the gods,

				and there are no works like Yours.

				9 All the nations You have made

				will come and bow down before You, Lord,

				and will honor Your name.

				10 For You are great and perform wonders;

				You alone are God.

				

				11 Teach me Your way, •Yahweh,

				and I will live by Your truth.

				Give me an undivided mind to •fear Your name.

				12 I will praise You with all my heart, Lord my God,

				and will honor Your name forever.

				13 For Your faithful love for me is great,

				and You deliver my life from the depths of •Sheol.

				

				14 God, arrogant people have attacked me;

				a gang of ruthless men seeks my life.

				They have no regard for You.

				15 But You, Lord, are a compassionate 
and gracious God,

				slow to anger and rich in faithful love and truth.

				16 Turn to me and be gracious to me.

				Give Your strength to Your servant;

				save the son of Your female servant.

				17 Show me a sign of Your goodness;

				my enemies will see and be put to shame

				because You, Lord, have helped and 
comforted me.

				A Principle to Live By - Discovering God's Ways

				[image: Getz0601.png]

				#82 To discover God's will for our lives, we should read and study God's Word regularly. 

				David stated a great truth that should be every Christian's prayer every moment of every day:"Teach me Your way, Yahweh, and I will live by Your truth" (see vv. 11-12). 

				In terms of God's truth, we have a great advantage over David. We not only have the Old Testament in its entirety (which David did not), but we also have the New Testament, which completes God's written revelation. 

				When Jesus conversed with the apostles shortly before His death, He promised them that the"Spirit of truth" would come after He had returned to heaven. This"Spirit of truth" would"teach [them] all things and remind [them] of everything" Jesus had taught them (Jn 14:17,26). This same"Spirit of truth" would also"guide [them] into all the truth" and"declare to [them] what is to come" (Jn 15:26; 16:13).  (See Jn #29:The Spirit of Truth.)

				The end result of these promises is the New Testament, which was revealed to the apostles and recorded for us so that we might discover God's"way" and God's"truth," just as David desired. 

				Reflection and Response

				How can God's truth as revealed in Scripture help us to have an"undivided mind" (v. 11)? 

				

				Psalm 87

				

	

Zion, the City of God

				A psalm of the sons of Korah. A song.

				1 His foundation is on the holy mountains.

				2 The Lord loves the gates of •Zion

				more than all the dwellings of Jacob.

				3 Glorious things are said about you,

				city of God.•Selah

				

				4 "I will mention those who know Me:

				•Rahab, Babylon, Philistia, Tyre, and •Cush —

				each one was born there."

				5 And it will be said of Zion,

				"This one and that one were born in her."

				The •Most High Himself will establish her.

				6 When He registers the peoples,

				the Lord will record,

				"This one was born there."Selah

				7 Singers and dancers alike will say,

				"My whole source of joy islm in you."

				A Principle to Live By - The City of God

				#83 We should discover principles from Israel's history that definitely apply to the functioning body of Christ. (Review Ps #46: The New Jerusalem)

				[image: Getz0602.png]

				Some believe the words of this psalm are a prophecy regarding the church. However, it also seems very plausible that this son of Korah caught a prophetic glimpse of Jerusalem during Christ's future reign on earth.  (See Is #4:Producing Much Fruit.)

				Regardless of our interpretation of the"gates of Zion," we should rejoice in and honor 
the church of God, the mystery revealed, where we are all one in Christ Jesus:

				By reading this you are able to understand my insight about the mystery of the Messiah. This was not made known to people in other generations as it is now revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: The Gentiles are co-heirs, members of the same body, and partners of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. (Eph 3:4-6) 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to differentiate between God's prophetic promises to Israel as a nation and God's present promises to the church of Jesus Christ, and at the same time to consider spiritual lessons that come from both the Old and the New Testaments?

				

				Psalm 88

				

	

A Cry of Desperation

				A song. A psalm of the sons of Korah. For the choir director: according to Mahalath Leannoth. A •Maskil of Heman the Ezrahite.

				1 Lord, God of my salvation,

				I cry out before You day and night.

				2 May my prayer reach Your presence;

				listen to my cry.

				

				3 For I have had enough troubles,

				and my life is near •Sheol.

				4 I am counted among those going down to the •Pit.

				I am like a man without strength,

				5 abandonedln among the dead.

				I am like the slain lying in the grave,

				whom You no longer remember,

				and who are cut off from Your care.lo

				

				6 You have put me in the lowest part of the Pit,

				in the darkest places, in the depths.

				7 Your wrath weighs heavily on me;

				You have overwhelmed me with all Your waves.•Selah

				8 You have distanced my friends from me;

				You have made me repulsive to them.

				I am shut in and cannot go out.

				9 My eyes are worn out from crying.

				Lord, I cry out to You all day long;

				I spread out my hands to You.

				

				10 Do You work wonders for the dead?

				Do departed spirits rise up to praise You?Selah

				11 Will Your faithful love be declared in the grave,

				Your faithfulness in •Abaddon?

				12 Will Your wonders be known in the darkness

				or Your righteousness in the land of oblivion?

				

				13 But I call to You for help, Lord;

				in the morning my prayer meets You.

				14 Lord, why do You reject me?

				Why do You hide Your face from me?

				15 From my youth,

				I have been afflicted and near death.

				I suffer Your horrors; I am desperate.

				16 Your wrath sweeps over me;

				Your terrors destroy me.

				17 They surround me like water all day long;

				they close in on me from every side.

				18 You have distanced loved one and neighbor from me;

				darkness is my only friend.lp

				A Principle to Live By - Depression and Distortions
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				#84 When we become depressed, we should be aware that we may distort reality as we reflect on the past, describe the present, and anticipate the future. 

				This psalm describes dismal spiritual and psychological darkness. Heman the Ezrahite was terribly depressed, and it distorted everything, including his recollections of the past. He even blamed God for his darkness (v. 6). 

				Nevertheless, the author was inspired by God to record such distorted thoughts and feelings so that we can learn from his state of depression. When it happens to us, we may have distortions regarding what has been true in the past or what can be true in the future.  (See 1Kg #29:Physical Needs; 1Kg #31: Theological Disillusionment.)

				The apostle Paul explained why words like this were recorded in the Old Testament:

				Now these things happened to them as examples, and they were written as a warning to us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. (1Co 10:11) 

				Paul's words apply to true reality and false reality. In this psalm, we can learn from Heman's distortions as well as his sufferings that were often real. 

				Reflection and Response

				What safeguards can we put in place to help us deal with our distortions when we become depressed?  (See 1Kg #30:Mental Distortions.)

				

				Psalm 89

				

	

Perplexity about God's Promises

				A •Maskil of Ethan the Ezrahite.

				1 I will sing about the Lord's faithful love forever;

				I will proclaim Your faithfulness to all generations

				with my mouth.

				2 For I will declare,

				"Faithful love is built up forever;

				You establish Your faithfulness in the heavens."

				

				3 The Lord said,

				"I have made a covenant with My chosen one;

				I have sworn an oath to David My servant:

				4 'I will establish your offspring forever

				and build up your throne for all 
generations.'"•Selah

				

				5 Lord, the heavens praise Your wonders —

				Your faithfulness also —

				in the assembly of the holy ones.

				6 For who in the skies can compare with the Lord?

				Who among the heavenly beingslq is like the Lord?

				7 God is greatly •feared in the council of the holy ones,

				more awe-inspiring thanlr all who surround Him.

				8 Lord God of •Hosts,

				who is strong like You, Lord?

				Your faithfulness surrounds You.

				9 You rule the raging sea;

				when its waves surge, You still them.

				10 You crushed •Rahab like one who is slain;

				You scattered Your enemies with Your 
powerful arm.

				11 The heavens are Yours; the earth also is Yours.

				The world and everything in it — You founded 
them.

				12 North and south — You created them.

				Tabor and Hermon shout for joy at Your name.

				13 You have a mighty arm;

				Your hand is powerful;

				Your right hand is lifted high.

				14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation

				of Your throne;

				faithful love and truth go before You.

				15 Happy are the people who know the joyful 
shout;

				•Yahweh, they walk in the light of Your presence.

				16 They rejoice in Your name all day long,

				and they are exalted by Your righteousness.

				17 For You are their magnificent strength;

				by Your favor our •horn is exalted.

				18 Surely our shield belongs to the Lord,

				our king to the Holy One of Israel.

				

				19 You once spoke in a vision to Your loyal ones

				and said:"I have granted help to a warrior;

				I have exalted one chosenls from the people.

				20 I have found David My servant;

				I have anointed him with My sacred oil.

				21 My hand will always be with him,

				and My arm will strengthen him.

				22 The enemy will not afflictlt him;

				no wicked man will oppress him.

				23 I will crush his foes before him

				and strike those who hate him.

				24 My faithfulness and love will be with him,

				and through My name

				his horn will be exalted.

				25 I will extend his power to the sea

				and his right hand to the rivers.

				26 He will call to Me, 'You are my Father,

				my God, the rock of my salvation.'

				27 I will also make him My firstborn,

				greatest of the kings of the earth.

				28 I will always preserve My faithful love for him,

				and My covenant with him will endure.

				29 I will establish his line forever,

				his throne as long as heaven lasts.lu

				30 If his sons forsake My instruction

				and do not live by My ordinances,

				31 if they dishonor My statutes

				and do not keep My commands,

				32 then I will call their rebellion

				to account with the rod,

				their sin with blows.

				33 But I will not withdraw

				My faithful love from him

				or betray My faithfulness.

				34 I will not violate My covenant

				or change what My lips have said.

				35 Once and for all

				I have sworn an oath by My holiness;

				I will not lie to David.

				36 His offspring will continue forever,

				his throne like the sun before Me,

				37 like the moon, established forever,

				a faithful witness in the sky."Selah

				

				38 But You have spurned and rejected him;

				You have become enraged with Your 
anointed.

				39 You have repudiated the covenant with Your servant;

				You have completely dishonored his crown.lv

				40 You have broken down all his walls;

				You have reduced his fortified cities to ruins.

				41 All who pass by plunder him;

				he has become an object of ridicule

				to his neighbors.

				42 You have lifted high the right hand 
of his foes;

				You have made all his enemies rejoice.

				43 You have also turned back his sharp sword

				and have not let him stand in battle.

				44 You have made his splendorlw cease

				and have overturned his throne.

				

				45 You have shortened the days of his youth;

				You have covered him with shame.Selah

				

				46 How long, Lord? Will You hide Yourself 
forever?

				Will Your anger keep burning like fire?

				47 Remember how short my life is.

				Have You created •everyone for nothing?

				48 What man can live and never see death?

				Who can save himself from the power of 
•Sheol?Selah

				49 Lord, where are the former acts of Your 
faithful love

				that You swore to David in Your 
faithfulness?

				50 Remember, Lord, the ridicule against Your 
servants —

				in my heart I carry abuse from all the peoples —

				51 how Your enemies have ridiculed, Lord,

				how they have ridiculed every step of Your 
anointed.

				

				52 May the Lord be praised forever.

				•Amen and amen.

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - God's Faithfulness

				#85 We should rely on God to keep His promises even though it may appear He is not faithful.  (Review Ps #59: God's Faithful Love)

				Three concepts describe the theme of this psalm—"faithful love" or"faithfulness,"forever," and"covenant." All three ideas appear in the first four verses, and they are repeated throughout the psalm. 

				Ethan the Ezrahite has given us an exposition of the covenant God made with David—that his"house and kingdom" would"be established forever" (2Sm 7:16). However, concerning some point in Israel's history the psalmist questioned God's faithfulness in keeping His covenant. Perhaps it happened when the final king of Judah was dethroned by Nebuchadnezzar (2Kg 24:10-20). 

				But in fact, God had not"repudiated the covenant" He had made with David (Ps 89:39). Based on the rest of biblical history, we know that the author's perspective was limited. And so it is with us today: What may appear to be a lapse in God's faithfulness to us is a matter of timing and our limited perspective. 

				The way we define God's faithfulness also affects our perception. We can be sure that many Christians who have suffered in this life for various reasons, including severe persecution and martyrdom, have been tempted to question God's promises to be with us and to care for us always. However, we have many testimonies that even when some of these believers faced death, they sensed God's abiding presence. God never actually promises us we will not suffer because of our faith. Consider Peter's words:

				Dear friends, don't be surprised when the fiery ordeal comes among you to test you as if something unusual were happening to you. Instead, rejoice as you share in the sufferings of the Messiah, so that you may also rejoice with great joy at the revelation of His glory. If you are ridiculed for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. (1Pt 4:12-14)  (See 1Pt #10:Christian Suffering.)

				Reflection and Response

				When God appears to be unfaithful in keeping His promises, how can we be reassured that He is faithful, and in His timing, we'll experience this reality? (See Heb chapter 11.) 

				

				BOOK  IV Psalms 90–106

				Psalm 90

				

	

Eternal God and Mortal Man

				A prayer of Moses, the man of God.

				1 Lord, You have been our refuge lx

				in every generation.

				2 Before the mountains were born,

				before You gave birth to the earth and the world,

				from eternity to eternity, You are God.

				

				3 You return mankind to the dust,

				saying,"Return, descendants of Adam."

				4 For in Your sight a thousand years

				are like yesterday that passes by,

				like a few hours of the night.

				5 You end their lives;ly they sleep.

				They are like grass that grows in the morning —

				6 in the morning it sprouts and grows;

				by evening it withers and dries up.

				

				7 For we are consumed by Your anger;

				we are terrified by Your wrath.

				8 You have set our unjust ways before You,

				our secret sins in the light of Your presence.

				9 For all our days ebb away under Your wrath;

				we end our years like a sigh.

				10 Our lives lastlz seventy years

				or, if we are strong, eighty years.

				Even the best of them are ma struggle and sorrow;

				indeed, they pass quickly and we fly away.

				11 Who understands the power of Your anger?

				Your wrath matches the fear that is due You.

				12 Teach us to number our days carefully

				so that we may develop wisdom in our hearts.mb

				

				13 Lord — how long?

				Turn and have compassion on Your servants.

				14 Satisfy us in the morning with Your faithful love

				so that we may shout with joy and be glad all our days.

				15 Make us rejoice for as many days as You have humbled us,

				for as many years as we have seen adversity.

				16 Let Your work be seen by Your servants,

				and Your splendor by their children.

				17 Let the favor of the Lord our God be on us;

				establish for us the work of our hands —

				establish the work of our hands!

				A Principle to Live By - Using Our Time Wisely

				[image: Getz0605.png]

				#86 Regardless of our age, we should use each new day God gives us to live in His will. 

				This is the only material written by Moses that is included in the Psalms. It was probably written regarding the deaths of his sister, Miriam, and his brother, Aaron, and regarding his personal sin in striking the rock (Nm 20). The content of this psalm correlates with these incidents—the length of life and God's anger (Ps 90:10-11).

				Moses forcefully warns us to use the time God has given us to achieve His purposes in this world. Paul underscored this truth but also outlined how to use our time on earth to walk in the will of God:

				Pay careful attention, then, to how you walk—not as unwise people but as wise—making the most of the time, because the days are evil. So don't be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. And don't get drunk with wine, which leads to reckless actions, but be filled by the Spirit: speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and making music from your heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one another in the fear of Christ. (Eph 5:15-21)  (See Eph #13:Walking Wisely.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Moses' and Paul's perspective on getting older differ with the attitude many Christians have regarding retirement?

				

				Psalm 91

				

	

The Protection of the Most High

				1 The one who lives under the protection of the •Most High

				dwells in the shadow of the •Almighty.

				

				2 I will say mc to the Lord,"My refuge and my fortress,

				my God, in whom I trust."

				

				3 He Himself will deliver you from the hunter's net,

				from the destructive plague.

				4 He will cover you with His feathers;

				you will take refuge under His wings.

				His faithfulness will be a protective shield.

				5 You will not fear the terror of the night,

				the arrow that flies by day,

				6 the plague that stalks in darkness,

				or the pestilence that ravages at noon.

				7 Though a thousand fall at your side

				and ten thousand at your right hand,

				the pestilence will not reach you.

				8 You will only see it with your eyes

				and witness the punishment of the wicked.

				

				9 Because you have made the Lord — my refuge,

				the Most High — your dwelling place,

				10 no harm will come to you;

				no plague will come near your tent.

				11 For He will give His angels orders concerning 
you,

				to protect you in all your ways.

				12 They will support you with their hands

				so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.

				13 You will tread on the lion and the cobra;

				you will trample the young lion and the serpent.

				

				14 Because he is lovingly devoted to Me,

				I will deliver him;

				I will protect him because he knows My name.

				15 When he calls out to Me, I will answer him;

				I will be with him in trouble.

				I will rescue him and give him honor.

				16 I will satisfy him with a long life

				and show him My salvation.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Protection
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				#87 When we face life-threatening circumstances, we can be sure that God will deliver us, whether in life or in death. 

				This author emphasized God's protection and deliverance for those who know Him personally. However, though the Lord often miraculously delivered the children of Israel, He has never promised under the new covenant that we'll always escape sickness, injury, or even death from our enemies. Rather, we are promised God's grace and strength to face whatever comes our way (Lk 21:16-18). 

				Paul demonstrated this in his own life during his first imprisonment in Rome. He didn't know whether he was going to be freed to continue in his ministry or if his life would be taken. However, because of his relationship with God through Jesus Christ, he was able to say,

				Yes, and I will rejoice because I know this will lead to my deliverance through your prayers and help from the Spirit of Jesus Christ. My eager expectation and hope is that I will not be ashamed about anything, but that now as always, with all boldness, Christ will be highly honored in my body, whether by life or by death. For me, living is Christ and dying is gain. (Php 1:18b-21)  (See Php #4:Eternal Values.)

				Paul confidently anticipated"deliverance." To be freed from prison would be deliverance to continue in ministry. To be delivered in death would be ultimate deliverance into the very presence of God. In this instance, he was set free and continued his ministry for a period of time. However, when he wrote his second letter to Timothy, he knew he was going to face death at the hands of the evil Roman emperor. At this time, he knew his ultimate deliverance to be with Christ was imminent, and he looked forward to receiving"the crown of righteousness" (2Tm 4:6-8).  (See 2Tm #10:Being Faithful.)

				Reflection and Response

				When Satan used Ps 91:11-12, to tempt Jesus in the wilderness, why did he omit"all your ways"? (See Mt 4:5-7.) 

				

				Psalm 92

				

	

God's Love and Faithfulness

				A psalm. A song for the Sabbath day.

				1 It is good to praise •Yahweh,

				to sing praise to Your name, •Most High,

				2 to declare Your faithful love in the morning

				and Your faithfulness at night,

				3 with a ten-stringed harp

				and the music of a lyre.

				

				4 For You have made me rejoice, Lord,

				by what You have done;

				I will shout for joy

				because of the works of Your hands.

				5 How magnificent are Your works, Lord,

				how profound Your thoughts!

				6 A stupid person does not know,

				a fool does not understand this:

				7 though the wicked sprout like grass

				and all evildoers flourish,

				they will be eternally destroyed.

				8 But You, Lord, are exalted forever.

				9 For indeed, Lord, Your enemies —

				indeed, Your enemies will perish;

				all evildoers will be scattered.

				10 You have lifted up my •horn

				like that of a wild ox;

				I have been anointed md with oil.

				11 My eyes look down on my enemies;

				my ears hear evildoers when they attack me.

				

				12 The righteous thrive like a palm tree

				and grow like a cedar tree in Lebanon.

				13 Planted in the house of the Lord,

				they thrive in the courts of our God.

				14 They will still bear fruit in old age,

				healthy and green,

				15 to declare:"The Lord is just;

				He is my rock,

				and there is no unrighteousness in Him."

				A Principle to Live By - Praising God Regularly
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				#88 To be productive spiritually, we should praise God all the days of our lives for His constant love and faithfulness. 

				Under the new covenant, we are never promised that we will always have a long life. For example, the apostle James was martyred relatively early in his life whereas his brother, John, lived at least a half century longer (Ac 12:1-2; Rv 1:9). However, as God chooses, He honors those who are faithful to Him all their lives and enables them to"bear fruit" (Ps 92:14).

				This was certainly true of Simeon, who was still living under the old covenant when he recognized Jesus as the Messiah. He lived devoutly and righteously all his life. Consequently, in his old age, he was privileged to honor God marvelously one last time when he witnessed the dedication of Jesus in the temple in Jerusalem:

				Simeon took Him up in his arms, praised God, and said: Now, Master, You can dismiss Your slave in peace, as You promised. For my eyes have seen Your salvation. You have prepared it in the presence of all peoples—a light for revelation to the Gentiles and glory to Your people Israel. (Lk 2:28-32) 

				Reflection and Response

				Under normal conditions, in what ways will regular and sincere praise of God help Christians to grow old gracefully?

				

				Psalm 93

				

	

God's Eternal Reign

				1 The Lord reigns! He is robed in majesty;

				The Lord is robed, enveloped in strength.

				The world is firmly established;

				it cannot be shaken.

				2 Your throne has been established

				from the beginning;me

				You are from eternity.

				3 The floods have lifted up, Lord,

				the floods have lifted up their voice;

				the floods lift up their pounding waves.

				4 Greater than the roar of many waters —

				the mighty breakers of the sea —

				the Lord on high is majestic.

				

				5 Lord, Your testimonies are completely reliable;

				holiness is the beauty ofmf Your house

				for all the days to come.

				A Principle to Live By - Authentic Worship
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				#89 To be able to worship God authentically, we must come to know our Creator personally as our majestic, all powerful, eternal, and holy King.

				In this psalm, the author used the basic terms"majesty,"strength,"eternity," and"holiness" to describe the Lord. In the New Testament, Paul personalized this kind of worship in his own life and encouraged Timothy to do the same. In this collection of biblical truths about God and Jesus Christ, we have the basis of authentic worship:

				God will bring this about in His own time. He is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings, and the Lord of lords, the only One who has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light; no one has seen or can see Him, to Him be honor and eternal might. Amen. (1Tm 6:15-16)  (See Rm #21:Christ-Centered Worship.)

				Reflection and Response

				Under the new covenant, how does our freedom from the law and our freedom in Christ enable us to worship more authentically? (See Gl 5:1,16,18.) 

				

				Psalm 94

				

	

The Just Judge

				1 Lord, God of vengeance —

				God of vengeance, appear.

				2 Rise up, Judge of the earth;

				repay the proud what they deserve.

				3 Lord, how long will the wicked —

				how long will the wicked gloat?

				

				4 They pour out arrogant words;

				all the evildoers boast.

				5 Lord, they crush Your people;

				they afflict Your heritage.

				6 They kill the widow and the foreigner

				and murder the fatherless.

				7 They say,"The Lord doesn't see it.

				The God of Jacob doesn't pay attention."

				

				8 Pay attention, you stupid people!

				Fools, when will you be wise?

				9 Can the One who shaped the ear not hear,

				the One who formed the eye not see?

				10 The One who instructs nations,

				the One who teaches man knowledge —

				does He not discipline?

				11 The Lord knows man's thoughts;

				they are meaningless.

				

				

				12 Lord, happy is the man You discipline

				and teach from Your law

				13 to give him relief from troubled times

				until a pit is dug for the wicked.

				14 The Lord will not forsake His people

				or abandon His heritage,

				15 for justice will again be righteous,

				and all the upright in heart will followmg it.

				

				16 Who stands up for me against the wicked?

				Who takes a stand for me against evildoers?

				17 If the Lord had not been my helper,

				I would soon rest in the silence of death.

				18 If I say,"My foot is slipping,"

				Your faithful love will support me, Lord.

				19 When I am filled with cares,

				Your comfort brings me joy.

				

				20 Can a corrupt throne —

				one that creates trouble by law —

				become Your ally?

				21 They band together against the life of the righteous

				and condemn the innocent to death.

				22 But the Lord is my refuge;

				my God is the rock of my protection.

				23 He will pay them back for their sins

				and destroy them for their evil.

				The Lord our God will destroy them.

				A Principle to Live By - Walking in the Will of God

				[image: Getz0609.png]

				#90 Since God knows our every thought, word, and deed, we should seek to live in God's will every moment of every day. 

				This is another imprecatory psalm that is more general than some. The author is pleading with God to bring vengeance on all evil, whether committed by believers or unbelievers. 

				God knows all of our thoughts, words, and actions—good or bad. Through the objective revelation of His Word and the subjective conviction of the Holy Spirit, God informs all of us concerning His will. For those who ignore God's omniscience and violate His will, the psalmist was blunt: they are"stupid people" and"fools" (v. 8).  (See Eph #13:Walking Wisely.)

				Ironically, those who ignore God and His will often believe they are wise. Paul referred to verse 11 in this psalm when he exhorted the Corinthian Christians who were still living carnal lives:

				No one should deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks he is wise in this age, he must become foolish so that he can become wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God, since it is written: He catches the wise in their craftiness; and again, The Lord knows that the reasonings of the wise are meaningless. (1Co 3:18-20) 

				Reflection and Response

				How should the fact that God knows everything about us at any given moment impact the way we live from day to day?

				

				Psalm 95

				

	

Worship and Warning

				1 Come, let us shout joyfully to the Lord,

				shout triumphantly to the rock of our salvation!

				

				2 Let us enter His presence with thanksgiving;

				let us shout triumphantly to Him in song.

				

				3 For the Lord is a great God,

				a great King above all gods.

				4 The depths of the earth are in His hand,

				and the mountain peaks are His.

				5 The sea is His; He made it.

				His hands formed the dry land.

				

				6 Come, let us worship and bow down;

				let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.

				7 For He is our God,

				and we are the people of His pasture,

				the sheep under His care.mh

				

				Today, if you hear His voice:

				8 Do not harden your hearts as at Meribah,

				as on that day at Massah in the wilderness

				9 where your fathers tested Me;

				they tried Me, though they had seen what I did.

				10 For 40 years I was disgusted with that 
generation;

				I said,"They are a people whose hearts go astray;

				they do not know My ways."

				11 So I swore in My anger,

				"They will not enter My rest."

				A Principle to Live By - True Repentance

				[image: Getz0610.png]

				#91 Even though we profess to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, we should make sure we have experienced the new birth through saving faith. 

				This psalm was a warning to the children of Israel at some point after they entered the promised land. They were to worship God with true faith, making sure they did not harden their hearts like their forefathers. Though they called themselves followers of God and were even circumcised as God's chosen people, some were not true believers. Paul made this point very clear:

				For a person is not a Jew who is one outwardly, and true circumcision is not something visible in the flesh. On the contrary, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision is of the heart—by the Spirit, not the letter. That man's praise is not from men but from God. (Rm 2:28-29)  (See Rm #5:A Heart Experience.)

				The author of Hebrews has given us an inspired commentary on this psalm. This Old Testament text pointed to the time when people would claim to be followers of the good shepherd, Jesus Christ, but would not have a saving faith. Hebrews quotes Psalm 95 four times: 
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				The author of Hebrews warned professing Christians to make sure they did not harden their hearts like the children of Israel who rebelled against God and were not allowed to enter the promised land. We can hardly miss the point of application: the promised land pointed to heaven, eternal rest for true believers.  (See Heb #6:Heart Evaluation.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we help professing Christians be sure their faith is saving faith without causing true believers to continually doubt the reality of their faith?

				

				Psalm 96

				

	

King of the Earth

				1 Sing a new song to the Lord;

				sing to the Lord, all the earth.

				2 Sing to •Yahweh, praise His name;

				proclaim His salvation from day to day.

				3 Declare His glory among the nations,

				His wonderful works among all peoples.

				

				4 For the Lord is great and is highly praised;

				He is feared above all gods.

				5 For all the gods of the peoples are idols,

				but the Lord made the heavens.

				6 Splendor and majesty are before Him;

				strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.

				

				7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the 
peoples,

				ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

				8 Ascribe to Yahweh the glory of His name;

				bring an offering and enter His courts.

				9 Worship the Lord in the splendor of His 
holiness;

				tremble before Him, all the earth.

				

				10 Say among the nations:"The Lord reigns.

				The world is firmly established; it cannot be shaken.

				He judges the peoples fairly."

				11 Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice;

				let the sea and all that fills it resound.

				12 Let the fields and everything in them exult.

				Then all the trees of the forest will shout for joy

				13 before the Lord, for He is coming —

				for He is coming to judge the earth.

				He will judge the world with righteousness

				and the peoples with His faithfulness.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Corporate Witness

				[image: Getz0611.png]

				#92 Those who have accepted the Messiah as Lord and Savior should continually praise Him before the watching world.

				Some believe David wrote this psalm when he brought the ark to Jerusalem. This may be true since Psalm 96 correlates with the words David composed at that time (1Ch 16:23-33). Whatever its origin, this psalm—like so many—is both historical and prophetic, pointing to the time when the Messiah would reign over the whole earth (Ps 96:9-10). 

				When the church was born in Jerusalem in the first century, most Jews who had accepted Peter's message regarding the crucifixion and resurrection of the promised Messiah practiced the exhortations in Psalm 96. They sang a new song about Jesus Christ and proclaimed His salvation daily before the unbelieving community:

				Every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the temple complex, and broke bread from house to house. They ate their food with a joyful and humble attitude, praising God and having favor with all the people. And every day the Lord added to them those who were being saved. (Ac 2:46-47) 

				This is the beauty of prophetic Scripture. In David's day, these words reflected Israel's"new song" when they brought the ark to Jerusalem (Ps 96:1). In Peter's day, these words reflected the birth of the church as believers praised God throughout the Holy City. In some future day, every knee will bow when Jesus Christ returns and reigns in Jerusalem as King of kings and Lord of lords (Php 2:9-11). 

				Reflection and Response

				How does the"new song" sung by the 24 elders prophesied by the apostle John in the book of Revelation (Rv 5:8-10) compare with the"new song" sung by the church in Acts 2:46-47?

				

				Psalm 97

				

	

The Majestic King

				1 The Lord reigns! Let the earth rejoice;

				let the many coasts and islands be glad.

				

				2 Clouds and thick darkness surround Him;

				righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne.

				3 Fire goes before Him

				and burns up His foes on every side.

				4 His lightning lights up the world;

				the earth sees and trembles.

				5 The mountains melt like wax

				at the presence of the Lord —

				at the presence of the Lord of all the earth.

				

				6 The heavens proclaim His righteousness;

				all the peoples see His glory.

				

				7 All who serve carved images,

				those who boast in idols, will be put to shame.

				All the gods mi must worship Him.

				

				8 •Zion hears and is glad,

				and the townsmj of Judah rejoice

				because of Your judgments, Lord.

				9 For You, Lord,

				are the •Most High over all the earth;

				You are exalted above all the gods.

				

				10 You who love the Lord, hate evil!

				He protects the lives of His godly ones;

				He rescues them from the power of the wicked.

				11 Light dawns mk, ml for the righteous,

				gladness for the upright in heart.

				12 Be glad in •Yahweh, you righteous ones,

				and praise His holy name.mm

				A Principle to Live By - Our Sovereign God

				[image: Getz0612.png]

				#93 We are to trust God implicitly, even though we cannot comprehend fully how His absolute authority and control blend with our free will.

				This psalm develops more fully the theme introduced in Psalm 96:10."The Lord reigns" refers to God's sovereignty—that He is omniscient, omnipotent, and has absolute authority. 

				Though it's difficult for all of us to comprehend our own freedom in the light of God's sovereignty, when we put this great truth in proper perspective, it's a very comforting reality. No matter what happens in our lives, God is still in control and we can trust Him to fulfill what Paul wrote in Romans 8:28:

				We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God: those who are called according to His purpose.  (See Rm #16:Security in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				What often happens when we attempt to reconcile God's sovereignty and absolute control of the universe with our free will and human responsibility?

				

				Psalm 98

				

	

Praise the King

				A psalm.

				1 Sing a new song to the Lord,

				for He has performed wonders;

				His right hand and holy arm

				have won Him victory.

				2 The Lord has made His victory known;

				He has revealed His righteousness

				in the sight of the nations.

				3 He has remembered His love

				and faithfulness to the house of Israel;

				all the ends of the earth

				have seen our God's victory.

				

				4 Shout to the Lord, all the earth;

				be jubilant, shout for joy, and sing.

				5 Sing to the Lord with the lyre,

				with the lyre and melodious song.

				6 With trumpets and the blast of the ram's horn

				shout triumphantly

				in the presence of the Lord, our King.

				

				7 Let the sea and all that fills it,

				the world and those who live in it, resound.

				8 Let the rivers clap their hands;

				let the mountains shout together for joy

				9 before the Lord,

				for He is coming to judge the earth.

				He will judge the world righteously

				and the peoples fairly.  (This Psalm inspired Isaac Watts to pen the great Christmas carol"Joy to the World.")

				Psalm 99

				

	

The King Is Holy

				1 The Lord reigns! Let the peoples tremble.

				He is enthroned above the •cherubim.

				Let the earth quake.

				2 •Yahweh is great in •Zion;

				He is exalted above all the peoples.

				3 Let them praise Your great

				and awe-inspiring name.

				He is holy.

				

				4 The mighty King loves justice.

				You have established fairness;

				You have administered justice

				and righteousness in Jacob.

				5 Exalt the Lord our God;

				bow in worship at His footstool.

				He is holy.

				

				6 Moses and Aaron were among His priests;

				Samuel also was among those calling on His name.

				They called to Yahweh and He answered them.

				7 He spoke to them in a pillar of cloud;

				they kept His decrees and the statutes He gave them.

				8 Lord our God, You answered them.

				You were a forgiving God to them,

				an avenger of their sinful actions.

				

				9 Exalt the Lord our God;

				bow in worship at His holy mountain,

				for the Lord our God is holy.

				A Principle to Live By - Reflecting God's Holiness

				#94 Because God is holy, we are to reflect His holiness in all relationships.

				[image: Getz0613.png]

				The word"holy" is used more than any other word in Scripture to describe God—three times in this psalm (vv. 3,5,9). In other places in Scripture, it is often repeated three times in succession. For example, Isaiah heard the seraphim sing,

				And one called to another: Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts; His glory fills the whole earth. (Is 6:3)

				The apostle John had this same experience while on the Isle of Patmos:

				Each of the four living creatures had six wings; they were covered with eyes around and inside. Day and night they never stop, saying: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God, the Almighty, who was, who is, and who is coming. (Rv 4:8)

				In the New Testament, the authors of Scripture used the Greek word hagios to describe our position in Christ when we become believers, generally translated"saints." This word is also used to describe the third person of the trinity, the Holy Spirit. 

				Though in God's sight we are indeed perfectly holy because of Christ's perfect sacrifice on the cross, it is His will that we, as a body of believers, become more and more like Christ, reflecting the fruit of the Holy Spirit. This is why Peter wrote,

				As obedient children, do not be conformed to the desires of your former ignorance. But as the One who called you is holy, you also are to be holy in all your conduct; for it is written, Be holy, because I am holy. (1Pt 1:14-16)  
(See 1Pt #3:Living Transformed Lives.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to understand that Paul and Peter were both addressing a body or family of believers when they exhorted us to reflect God's holiness?  (See Gl #10:Life in the Spirit.)

				

				Psalm 100

				

	

Be Thankful

				A psalm of thanksgiving.

				1 Shout triumphantly to the Lord, all the earth.

				2 Serve the Lord with gladness;

				come before Him with joyful songs.

				3 Acknowledge that •Yahweh is God.

				He made us, and we are His mn —

				His people, the sheep of His pasture.

				4 Enter His gates with thanksgiving

				and His courts with praise.

				Give thanks to Him and praise His name.

				5 For Yahweh is good, and His loveis eternal;

				His faithfulness endures through all generations.

				A Principle to Live By - Being Thankful
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				#95 We are to thank God consistently for His goodness, His eternal love, and His faithfulness.

				The thanksgiving aspect of worship is repeated again and again throughout the Psalms. Paul underscored how important this is for Christians when he wrote,

				Rejoice always! Pray constantly. Give thanks in everything, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. (1Th 5:16-18)  (See 1Th #12:Relationships with God.)

				Paul was not teaching that we are to give thanks for tragedies in our lives, but to be thankful that in these tragedies, God's goodness toward us, His love for us, and His faithfulness to His promises concerning us will never fail. The author of Hebrews affirmed that God will"never leave [us] or forsake [us]" (Heb 13:5). To affirm this promise, the author of Hebrews cited David's testimony:"The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?" (Heb 13:6; cp. Ps 56:11).  (Review Ps #53: Our Eternal Hope)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul's experience in prison illustrate and affirm Principles 53 and 95 in Psalms?  (See 2Tm #11:A Loyal Friend.)

				

				Psalm 101

				

	

A Vow of Integrity

				A Davidic psalm.

				1 I will sing of faithful love and justice;

				I will sing praise to You, Lord.

				2 I will pay attention to the way of integrity.

				When will You come to me?

				I will live with a heart of integrity in my house.

				3 I will not set anything worthless before my eyes.

				I hate the practice of transgression;

				it will not cling to me.

				4 A devious heart will be far from me;

				I will not be involved withmo evil.

				

				5 I will destroy anyone

				who secretly slanders his neighbor;

				I cannot tolerate anyone

				with haughty eyes or an arrogant heart.

				6 My eyes favor the faithful of the land

				so that they may sit down with me.

				The one who follows the way of integrity

				may serve me.

				7 No one who acts deceitfully

				will live in my palace;

				no one who tells lies

				will remain in my presence.mp

				8 Every morning I will destroy

				all the wicked of the land,

				eliminating all evildoers from the Lord's city.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Adversary the Devil
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				#96 When we commit to practicing God's values, we must be on guard against Satanic attacks. 

				The content of this psalm points to David's authorship at some point after he had become king. His heart was set on doing God's will in fulfilling his God-appointed role. Unfortunately, he let his guard down and violated the very values he so nobly outlined in this psalm.

				Paul warned all of us to learn from Israel's failures (1Co 10:6-8), which would certainly include David's terrible sins. Furthermore, Paul cautioned us with these powerful words:

				So, whoever thinks he stands must be careful not to fall. (1Co 10:12)

				Thankfully, he also encouraged his readers:

				No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to humanity. God is faithful, and He will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation He will also provide a way of escape so that you are able to bear it. (1Co 10:13; see also Eph 6:9-10.)  (See 1Co #22:Lessons from Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				What advantages do we have over David in standing strong against Satan's attacks?  (See 1Pt #12:Resisting Satan.)

				

				Psalm 102

				

	

Affliction in Light of Eternity

				A prayer of an afflicted person who is weak and pours out his lament before the Lord.

				1 Lord, hear my prayer;

				let my cry for help come before You.

				2 Do not hide Your face from me in my day of trouble.

				Listen closely to me;

				answer me quickly when I call.

				

				3 For my days vanish like smoke,

				and my bones burn like a furnace.

				4 My heart is afflicted, withered like grass;

				I even forget to eat my food.

				5 Because of the sound of my groaning,

				my flesh sticks to my bones.

				6 I am like a desert owl,mq

				like an owl among the ruins.

				7 I stay awake;

				I am like a solitary bird on a roof.

				8 My enemies taunt me all day long;

				they ridicule and curse me.

				9 I eat ashes like bread

				and mingle my drinks with tears

				10 because of Your indignation and wrath;

				for You have picked me up and thrown me aside.

				11 My days are like a lengthening shadow,

				and I wither away like grass.

				

				12 But You, Lord, are enthroned forever;

				Your fame endures to all generations.

				13 You will rise up and have compassion on •Zion,

				for it is time to show favor to her —

				the appointed time has come.

				14 For Your servants take delight in its stones

				and favor its dust.

				

				15 Then the nations will fear the name of •Yahweh,

				and all the kings of the earth Your glory,

				16 for the Lord will rebuild Zion;

				He will appear in His glory.

				17 He will pay attention to the prayer of the 
destitute

				and will not despise their prayer.

				

				18 This will be written for a later generation,

				and a newly created people will praise the Lord:

				19 He looked down from His holy heights —

				the Lord gazed out from heaven to earth —

				20 to hear a prisoner's groaning,

				to set free those condemned to die,mr

				21 so that they might declare

				the name of Yahweh in Zion

				and His praise in Jerusalem,

				22 when peoples and kingdoms are assembled

				to serve the Lord.

				

				23 He has broken my ms strength in midcourse;

				He has shortened my days.

				24 I say:"My God, do not take me

				in the middle of my life!mt

				Your years continue through all generations.

				25 Long ago You established the earth,

				and the heavens are the work of Your hands.

				26 They will perish, but You will endure;

				all of them will wear out like clothing.

				You will change them like a garment,

				and they will pass away.

				27 But You are the same,

				and Your years will never end.

				28 Your servants' children will dwell securely,

				and their offspring will be established before You."

				A Principle to Live By - Our Great High Priest
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				#97 When we are experiencing human weaknesses of any kind, we should approach God with confidence, knowing that Jesus Christ is our intercessor and He can identify with all of our humanness. 

				Some believe this psalm is a dialogue between Jesus Christ and His Heavenly Father as He faced the terrible experience that lay ahead of Him at the cross. What the psalmist wrote correlated with what Jesus experienced, including the reference to God's"indignation and wrath" (v. 10). We must not forget Jesus' prayer as He experienced the weight of the sins of the world:

				About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out with a loud voice,"Elí, Elí, lemá sabachtháni?" that is,"My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" (Mt 27:46) 

				Whether or not the total psalm is messianic, the psalmist's painful experiences were certainly a picture of what happened when Jesus made His final trip to Jerusalem, knowing He would take on Himself the sins of the world at a relatively young age (Ps 102:23-24). Furthermore, the inspired author of Hebrews clearly states that verses 25-27 are about the Son (Heb 1:8,10-12).

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it necessary for Jesus Christ to have lived on earth as both the perfect God and the perfect man?  
(Review Ps #58: Our Great High Priest)

				

				Psalm 103

				

	

The Forgiving God

				Davidic.

				1 My soul, praise •Yahweh,

				and all that is within me, praise His holy name.

				2 My soul, praise the Lord,

				and do not forget all His benefits.

				

				3 He forgives all your sin;

				He heals all your diseases.

				4 He redeems your life from the •Pit;

				He crowns you with faithful love and compassion.

				5 He satisfies youmu with goodness;

				your youth is renewed like the eagle.

				

				6 The Lord executes acts of righteousness

				and justice for all the oppressed.

				7 He revealed His ways to Moses,

				His deeds to the people of Israel.

				8 The Lord is compassionate and gracious,

				slow to anger and rich in faithful love.

				9 He will not always accuse us

				or be angry forever.

				10 He has not dealt with us as our sins deserve

				or repaid us according to our offenses.

				

				11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth,

				so great is His faithful love

				toward those who •fear Him.

				12 As far as the east is from the west,

				so far has He removed

				our transgressions from us.

				13 As a father has compassion on his children,

				so the Lord has compassion on those who fear Him.

				14 For He knows what we are made of,

				remembering that we are dust.

				

				15 As for man, his days are like grass —

				he blooms like a flower of the field;

				16 when the wind passes over it, it vanishes,

				and its place is no longer known.mv

				17 But from eternity to eternity

				the Lord's faithful love is toward those who fear Him,

				and His righteousness toward the grandchildren

				18 of those who keep His covenant,

				who remember to observe His precepts.

				19 The Lord has established His throne in heaven,

				and His kingdom rules over all.

				

				20 Praise the Lord,

				all His angels of great strength,

				who do His word,

				obedient to His command.

				21 Praise the Lord, all His armies,

				His servants who do His will.

				22 Praise the Lord, all His works

				in all the places where He rules.

				My soul, praise Yahweh!

				A Principle to Live By - Soul Worship
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				#98 To experience quality worship, we must respond to God's blessings in our innermost being. 

				In this psalm, David was speaking to himself, commanding his own innermost being to sincerely worship God. He did not want to be like the hypocrites who honored the Lord with their words but their hearts were far from Him (Mt 15:7-8). 

				The overall motivation for soul worship should be God's faithful love toward us and His redeeming us from our sins (Ps 103:4). Included should be the way He cares for us physically (v. 3b). However, God's compassion and Christ's shed blood do not guarantee we'll never be sick—if that were true, no one who is trusting God would become ill or die. If we are healed physically, we're to thank God and worship Him, and when we are not, we should thank God for His grace to endure our human weaknesses. 

				This is what Paul did when he prayed three times for his"thorn in the flesh" to be removed. When the Lord answered,"My grace is sufficient for you"(2Co 12:7-9), Paul responded humbly, 

				So I take pleasure in weaknesses, insults, catastrophes, persecutions, and in pressures, because of Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong. (2Co 12:10) 

				With these words, Paul demonstrated soul worship. 

				Reflection and Response

				Why has worship for so many Christians become purely ritualistic and external?

				

				Psalm 104

				

	

God the Creator

				1 My soul, praise •Yahweh!

				Lord my God, You are very great;

				You are clothed with majesty and splendor.

				2 He wraps Himself in light as if it were a robe,

				spreading out the sky like a canopy,

				3 laying the beams of His palace

				on the waters above,

				making the clouds His chariot,

				walking on the wings of the wind,

				4 and making the winds His messengers,mw

				flames of fire His servants.

				

				5 He established the earth on its foundations;

				it will never be shaken.

				6 You covered it with the deep

				as if it were a garment;

				the waters stood above the mountains.

				7 At Your rebuke the waters fled;

				at the sound of Your thunder they hurried away —

				8 mountains rose and valleys sankmx —

				to the place You established for them.

				9 You set a boundary they cannot cross;

				they will never cover the earth again.

				

				10 He causes the springs to gush into the valleys;

				they flow between the mountains.

				11 They supply water for every wild beast;

				the wild donkeys quench their thirst.

				12 The birds of the sky live beside the springs;

				they sing among the foliage.

				13 He waters the mountains from His palace;

				the earth is satisfied by the fruit of Your labor.

				

				14 He causes grass to grow for the livestock

				and provides crops for man to cultivate,

				producing food from the earth,

				15 wine that makes man's heart glad —

				making his face shine with oil —

				and bread that sustains man's heart.

				

				16 The trees of the Lord flourish,my

				the cedars of Lebanon that He planted.

				17 There the birds make their nests;

				the stork makes its home in the pine trees.

				18 The high mountains are for the wild goats;

				the cliffs are a refuge for hyraxes.

				

				19 He made the moon to mark themz festivals;na

				the sun knows when to set.

				20 You bring darkness, and it becomes night,

				when all the forest animals stir.

				21 The young lions roar for their prey

				and seek their food from God.

				22 The sun rises; they go back

				and lie down in their dens.

				23 Man goes out to his work

				and to his labor until evening.

				

				24 How countless are Your works, Lord!

				In wisdom You have made them all;

				the earth is full of Your creatures.nb

				25 Here is the sea, vast and wide,

				teeming with creatures beyond number —

				living things both large and small.

				26 There the ships move about,

				and •Leviathan, which You formed to play there.

				

				27 All of them wait for You

				to give them their food at the right time.

				28 When You give it to them,

				they gather it;

				when You open Your hand,

				they are satisfied with good things.

				29 When You hide Your face,

				they are terrified;

				when You take away their breath,

				they die and return to the dust.

				30 When You send Your breath,nc

				they are created,

				and You renew the face of the earth.

				

				31 May the glory of the Lord endure forever;

				may the Lord rejoice in His works.

				32 He looks at the earth, and it trembles;

				He touches the mountains,

				and they pour out smoke.

				33 I will sing to the Lord all my life;

				I will sing praise to my God while I live.

				34 May my meditation be pleasing to Him;

				I will rejoice in the Lord.

				35 May sinners vanish from the earth

				and wicked people be no more.

				My soul, praise Yahweh!

				•Hallelujah!

				A Principle to Live By - God of Creation

				[image: Getz0618.png]

				#99 When we observe God's powerful and creative hand in nature, we are to praise and glorify Him from our heart and soul.

				In this psalm, the author generally followed the creation account in Genesis 1 (vv. 1-30). Once God had finished this task, He rejoiced in His own work (v. 31). He saw that what He had made"was very good" (Gn 1:10,12,18,21,25,31). Before creation, matter did not exist. The"sons of God" (angels) were spirit beings. When the heavens and earth came into existence, they were overwhelmed with awe as we see in Job: 

				Where were you when I established the earth? . . . Or who laid its cornerstone while the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy? (Jb 38:4a,6b-7) 

				If the Lord and the angels experienced pleasure in His marvelous handiwork, how much more should we?

				Mankind in general has not responded properly to God's revelation in creation. Rather than worshiping the One whose"eternal power and divine nature" are clearly revealed"through what He has made," they rejected God and began to worship what He had created rather than God Himself (Rm 1:20-23). 

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways should God's written revelation enhance our worship experiences when we combine the truth of Scripture with His divine message through natural creation?  (Review Ps #19: God's Written Revelation)

				

				Psalm 105

				

	

God's Faithfulness to His People

				1 Give thanks to •Yahweh, call on His name;

				proclaim His deeds among the peoples.

				2 Sing to Him, sing praise to Him;

				tell about all His wonderful works!

				3 Honor His holy name;

				let the hearts of those who seek Yahweh rejoice.

				4 Search for the Lord and for His strength;

				seek His face always.

				5 Remember the wonderful works He has done,

				His wonders, and the judgments He has 
pronounced,nd

				6 you offspring of Abraham His servant,

				Jacob's descendants — His chosen ones.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Remembering God's Blessings

				[image: Getz0619.png]

				#100 To deeply appreciate God's promises and provisions, we should regularly remember all that He has done for us in Christ Jesus.

				Psalm 105 was written to remind Israel of all that God had done for them so they would continually thank Him, call on Him, and proclaim to everyone His provisions and protection (v. 1).  (See Ex #16:Short Memories.)

				As believers living under the new covenant, we need to remember all that God has done for us through His Son so that we will continue to give thanks and proclaim His deeds to all who will listen. When Paul considered the gospel message and the peace and unity that it can bring to Christians, he exhorted the Colossians to be grateful:

				And let the peace of the Messiah, to which you were also called in one body, control your hearts. Be thankful. Let the message about the Messiah dwell richly among you, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, and singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. (Col 3:15-17)  (See Ac #17:God's Mercy and Grace.)

				Reflection and Response

				Since it is so easy to take for granted what God has done for us through Jesus Christ, what steps can we take to make sure we"remember the wonderful works He has done" (Ps 105:5)?  (See Dt #11:Teachable Moments.)

				

				7 He is the Lord our God;

				His judgments govern the whole earth.

				8 He remembers His covenant forever,

				the promise He ordained

				for a thousand generations —

				9 the covenant He made with Abraham,

				sworene to Isaac,

				10 and confirmed to Jacob as a decree

				and to Israel as an everlasting covenant:  (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				11 "I will give the land of Canaan to you

				as your inherited portion."

				

				12 When they were few in number,

				very few indeed,

				and temporary residents in Canaan,

				13 wandering from nation to nation

				and from one kingdom to another,

				14 He allowed no one to oppress them;

				He rebuked kings on their behalf:

				15 "Do not touch My anointed ones,

				or harm My prophets."

				

				16 He called down famine against the land

				and destroyed the entire food supply.

				17 He had sent a man ahead of them —

				Joseph, who was sold as a slave.

				18 They hurt his feet with shackles;

				his neck was put in an iron collar.

				19 Until the time his prediction came true,

				the word of the Lord tested him.

				20 The king sent for him and released him;

				the ruler of peoples set him free.

				21 He made him master of his household,

				ruler over all his possessions —

				22 binding nf his officials at will

				and instructing his elders.  (See Gn #65:Preparation for Greater Responsibility.)

				

				23 Then Israel went to Egypt;

				Jacob lived as a foreigner in the land of Ham.

				24 The Lordng made His people very fruitful;

				He made them more numerous than their foes,

				25 whose hearts He turned to hate His people

				and to deal deceptively with His servants.  (See Ex #1:God's Unconditional Promises.)

				26 He sent Moses His servant,

				and Aaron, whom He had chosen.

				27 They performed His miraculous signs among them,

				and wonders in the land of Ham.

				28 He sent darkness, and it became dark —

				for did they not defy nh His commands?

				29 He turned their water into blood

				and caused their fish to die.

				30 Their land was overrun with frogs,

				even in their royal chambers.

				31 He spoke, and insects came —

				gnats throughout their country.

				32 He gave them hail for rain,

				and lightning throughout their land.

				33 He struck their vines and fig trees

				and shattered the trees of their territory.

				34 He spoke, and locusts came —

				young locusts without number.

				35 They devoured all the vegetation in their land

				and consumed the produce of their land.

				36 He struck all the firstborn in their land,

				all their first progeny.  (See Ex #15:Glorifying God.)

				

				37 Then He brought Israel out with silver and gold,

				and no one among His tribes stumbled.

				38 Egypt was glad when they left,

				for the dread of Israelni had fallen on them.

				39 He spread a cloud as a covering

				and gave a fire to light up the night.

				40 They asked, and He brought quail

				and satisfied them with bread from heaven.

				41 He opened a rock, and water gushed out;

				it flowed like a stream in the desert.

				42 For He remembered His holy promise

				to Abraham His servant.

				43 He brought His people out with rejoicing,

				His chosen ones with shouts of joy.

				44 He gave them the lands of the nations,

				and they inherited

				what other peoples had worked for.

				

				45 All this happened

				so that they might keep His statutes

				and obey His instructions.

				•Hallelujah!

				Psalm 106

				

	

Israel's Unfaithfulness to God

				1 •Hallelujah!

				Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;

				His faithful love endures forever.

				2 Who can declare the Lord's mighty acts

				or proclaim all the praise due Him?

				3 How happy are those who uphold justice,

				who practice righteousness at all times.

				

				4 Remember me, Lord,

				when You show favor to Your people.

				Come to me with Your salvation

				5 so that I may enjoy the prosperity

				of Your chosen ones,

				rejoice in the joy of Your nation,

				and boast about Your heritage.

				

				6 Both we and our fathers have sinned;

				we have done wrong and have acted wickedly.

				7 Our fathers in Egypt did not grasp

				the significance of Your wonderful works

				or remember Your many acts of faithful love;

				instead, they rebelled by the sea — the •Red Sea.

				8 Yet He saved them because of His name,

				to make His power known.

				9 He rebuked the Red Sea, and it dried up;

				He led them through the depths as through a desert.

				10 He saved them from the hand of the adversary;

				He redeemed them from the hand of the enemy.

				11 Water covered their foes;

				not one of them remained.

				12 Then they believed His promises

				and sang His praise.

				

				13 They soon forgot His works

				and would not wait for His counsel.

				14 They were seized with craving in the wilderness

				and tested God in the desert.

				15 He gave them what they asked for,

				but sent a wasting disease among them.

				

				16 In the camp they were envious of Moses

				and of Aaron, the Lord's holy one.

				17 The earth opened up and swallowed Dathan;

				it covered the assembly of Abiram.

				18 Fire blazed throughout their assembly;

				flames consumed the wicked.

				

				19 At Horeb they made a calf

				and worshiped the cast metal image.

				20 They exchanged their glory nj 

				for the image of a grass-eating ox.

				21 They forgot God their Savior,

				who did great things in Egypt,

				22 wonderful works in the land of Ham,

				awe-inspiring acts at the Red Sea.

				23 So He said He would have destroyed them —

				if Moses His chosen one

				had not stood before Him in the breach

				to turn His wrath away from destroying them.

				

				24 They despised the pleasant land

				and did not believe His promise.

				25 They grumbled in their tents

				and did not listen to the Lord's voice.

				26 So He raised His hand against them with an oath

				that He would make them fall in the desert

				27 and would disperse their descendants nk

				among the nations,

				scattering them throughout the lands.

				

				28 They aligned themselves with •Baal of Peor

				and ate sacrifices offered to lifeless gods.nl

				29 They provoked the Lord with their deeds,

				and a plague broke out against them.

				30 But Phinehas stood up and intervened,

				and the plague was stopped.

				31 It was credited to him as righteousness

				throughout all generations to come.

				

				32 They angered the Lord at the waters 
of Meribah,

				and Moses sufferednm because of them;

				33 for they embittered his spirit, nn

				and he spoke rashly with his lips.

				

				34 They did not destroy the peoples

				as the Lord had commanded them

				35 but mingled with the nations

				and adopted their ways.

				36 They served their idols,

				which became a snare to them.

				37 They sacrificed their sons and daughters 
to demons.

				38 They shed innocent blood —

				the blood of their sons and daughters

				whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan;

				so the land became polluted with blood.

				39 They defiled themselves by their actions

				and prostituted themselves by their deeds.

				

				40 Therefore the Lord's anger burned against His people,

				and He abhorred His own inheritance.

				41 He handed them over to the nations;

				those who hated them ruled them.

				42 Their enemies oppressed them,

				and they were subdued under their power.

				43 He rescued them many times,

				but they continued to rebel deliberately

				and were beaten down by their sin.

				

				44 When He heard their cry,

				He took note of their distress,

				45 remembered His covenant with them,

				and relented according to the riches

				of His faithful love.

				46 He caused them to be pitied

				before all their captors.

				

				47 Save us, •Yahweh our God,

				and gather us from the nations,

				so that we may give thanks to Your holy name

				and rejoice in Your praise.

				

				48 May Yahweh, the God of Israel, be praised

				from everlasting to everlasting.

				Let all the people say, "•Amen!"

				Hallelujah!

				A Principle to Live By - Living Under Grace

				[image: Getz0620.png]

				#101 Though God is faithful, merciful, and forgiving, we should never continue to sin in order to experience more of His grace. 

				Psalm 105 reminded Israel of all that God had done in choosing them to be His special people. Psalm 106 outlines Israel's disloyalty in spite of God's faithfulness. Again and again, they reverted to sinful practices (vv. 6,7,13,24,25,28,37,39). Consequently, God allowed Israel's enemies to take them into bondage. Yet when they cried out to Him, He raised up judges to deliver them (vv. 44-45). Sadly, they continued to sin and were eventually taken into captivity by the Assyrians and Babylonians. 

				When God chose us in Christ and saved us by His grace, He promised to be faithful to us as His children—that nothing could"separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord!" (Rm 8:39). However, Paul raised a very pointed question and provided the emphatic answer:

				What should we say then? Should we continue in sin so that grace may multiply? Absolutely not! How can we who died to sin still live in it? (Rm 6:1-2)  (See Rm #10:Our New Life in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why should God's mercy and grace motivate us to live righteous and godly lives—even more so than legalistic rules? (See Ti 2:11-14.)  (See Ti #6:Motivated by God's Grace.)

				

				BOOK  V Psalms 107–150

				Psalm 107

				

	

Thanksgiving for God's Deliverance

				1 Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;

				His faithful love endures forever.

				2 Let the redeemed of the Lord proclaim

				that He has redeemed them from the hand of the foe

				3 and has gathered them from the lands —

				from the east and the west,

				from the north and the south.

				

				4 Someno wandered in the desolate wilderness,

				finding no way to a city where they could live.

				5 They were hungry and thirsty;

				their spirits failednp within them.

				6 Then they cried out to the Lord in their 
trouble;

				He rescued them from their distress.

				7 He led them by the right path

				to go to a city where they could live.

				8 Let them give thanks to the Lord

				for His faithful love

				and His wonderful works for all •humanity.

				9 For He has satisfied the thirsty

				and filled the hungry with good things.

				

				10 Othersnq sat in darkness and gloomnr —

				prisoners in cruel chains —

				11 because they rebelled against God's commands

				and despised the counsel of the •Most High.

				12 He broke their spiritsns with hard labor;

				they stumbled, and there was no one to help.

				13 Then they cried out to the Lord in their 
trouble;

				He saved them from their distress.

				14 He brought them out of darkness and gloomnt

				and broke their chains apart.

				15 Let them give thanks to the Lord

				for His faithful love

				and His wonderful works for all humanity.

				16 For He has broken down the bronze gates

				and cut through the iron bars.

				

				17 Fools suffered affliction

				because of their rebellious ways and their sins.

				18 They loathed all food

				and came near the gates of death.

				19 Then they cried out to the Lord in their 
trouble;

				He saved them from their distress.

				20 He sent His word and healed them;

				He rescued them from the •Pit.

				21 Let them give thanks to the Lord

				for His faithful love

				and His wonderful works for all humanity.

				22 Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving

				and announce His works with shouts of joy.

				

				23 Othersnu went to sea in ships,

				conducting trade on the vast waters.

				24 They saw the Lord's works,

				His wonderful works in the deep.

				

				25 He spoke and raised a tempest

				that stirred up the waves of the sea.nv

				26 Rising up to the sky, sinking down to the depths,

				their couragenw melting away in anguish,

				27 they reeled and staggered like drunken men,

				and all their skill was useless.

				28 Then they cried out to the Lord in their 
trouble,

				and He brought them out of their distress.

				29 He stilled the storm to a murmur,

				and the waves of the seanx were hushed.

				30 They rejoiced when the wavesny grew quiet.

				Then He guided them to the harbor they longed for.

				31 Let them give thanks to the Lord

				for His faithful love

				and His wonderful works for all humanity.

				32 Let them exalt Him in the assembly of the 
people

				and praise Him in the council of the elders.

				

				33 He turns rivers into desert,

				springs of water into thirsty ground,

				34 and fruitful land into salty wasteland,

				because of the wickedness of its inhabitants.

				35 He turns a desert into a pool of water,

				dry land into springs of water.

				36 He causes the hungry to settle there,

				and they establish a city where they can live.

				37 They sow fields and plant vineyards

				that yield a fruitful harvest.

				38 He blesses them, and they multiply greatly;

				He does not let their livestock decrease.

				

				39 When they are diminished and are humbled

				by cruel oppression and sorrow,

				40 He pours contempt on nobles

				and makes them wander in a trackless wasteland.

				41 But He lifts the needy out of their suffering

				and makes their families multiply like flocks.

				42 The upright see it and rejoice,

				and all injustice shuts its mouth.

				

				43 Let whoever is wise pay attention to these things

				and considernz the Lord's acts of faithful love.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Faithful Love
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				#102 No matter what our predicaments, we are to remember the Lord's faithful love and cry out to Him for help and encouragement.

				Once again God's faithful love and wonderful works emerge as themes in the Psalter. However, a secondary theme is intense prayer—crying out to God for help and, in turn, giving thanks for His faithfulness. 

				God has always welcomed the prayers of His children. Paul made this clear in his letter to the Philippians:

				Don't worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses every thought, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. (Php 4:6-7)  (See Php #11:Standing Firm.)

				Though God has not promised always to deliver us from difficult circumstances in this life, He has promised to give us grace and peace so we can endure and become more like Jesus Christ. 

				Reflection and Response

				How does the New Testament perspective on suffering often differ from the Old Testament perspective?  
(See Jms #1:Persecution and Trials.)

				

				Psalm 108

				

	

A Plea for Victory

				A song. A Davidic psalm.

				1 My heart is confident, God; oa

				I will sing; I will sing praises

				with the whole of my being.ob

				2 Wake up, harp and lyre!

				I will wake up the dawn.

				3 I will praise You, Lord, among the peoples;

				I will sing praises to You among the nations.

				4 For Your faithful love is higher than the 
heavens,

				and Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.

				5 God, be exalted above the heavens,

				and let Your glory be over the whole earth.

				6 Save with Your right hand and answer me

				so that those You love may be rescued.

				

				7 God has spoken in His sanctuary:oc

				"I will triumph!

				I will divide up Shechem.

				I will apportion the Valley of Succoth.

				8 Gilead is Mine, Manasseh is Mine,

				and Ephraim is My helmet;

				Judah is My scepter.

				9 Moab is My washbasin;

				I throw My sandal on Edom.

				I shout in triumph over Philistia."

				

				10 Who will bring me to the fortified city?

				Who will lead me to Edom?

				11 God, haven't You rejected us?

				God, You do not march out with our armies.

				12 Give us aid against the foe,

				for human help is worthless.

				13 With God we will perform valiantly;

				He will trample our foes.

				A Principle to Live By - Confidence in God

				[image: Getz0622.png]

				#103 When we falter in our walk with God, we should draw strength from God's faithfulness 
to us. 

				When David wrote this psalm, he drew from Psalms 57 and 60. However, we can derive another principle we have not considered in these two previous psalms. David had confidence in God's faithfulness in spite of his own unfaithfulness. 

				Paul reminded Timothy of this same truth. He wrote,"if we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself" (2Tm 2:13).  (See 2Tm #5:Focusing on Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we draw strength from God's faithfulness without allowing ourselves to become careless in the way we live our Christian lives?

				

				Psalm 109

				

	

Prayer against an Enemy

				For the choir director. A Davidic psalm.

				1 God of my praise, do not be silent.

				

				2 For wicked and deceitful mouths open against me;

				they speak against me with lying tongues.

				3 They surround me with hateful words

				and attack me without cause.

				4 In return for my love they accuse me,

				but I continue to pray.od

				5 They repay me evil for good,

				and hatred for my love.

				

				6 Set a wicked person over him;

				let an accuseroe stand at his right hand.

				7 When he is judged, let him be found •guilty,

				and let his prayer be counted as sin.

				8 Let his days be few;

				let another take over his position.

				9 Let his children be fatherless

				and his wife a widow.

				10 Let his children wander as beggars,

				searching for food far of from their demolished 
homes.

				11 Let a creditor seize all he has;

				let strangers plunder what he has worked for.

				12 Let no one show him kindness,

				and let no one be gracious to his fatherless 
children.

				13 Let the line of his descendants be cut off;

				let their name be blotted out in the next 
generation.

				14 Let his ancestors' guilt

				be remembered before the Lord,

				and do not let his mother's sin be blotted out.

				15 Let their sinsog always remain before the Lord,

				and let Him eraseoh all memory of them from the earth.

				

				16 For he did not think to show kindness,

				but pursued the afflicted, poor, and 
brokenhearted

				in order to put them to death.

				17 He loved cursing — let it fall on him;

				he took no delight in blessing — let it be far from him.

				18 He wore cursing like his coat —

				let it enter his body like water

				and go into his bones like oil.

				19 Let it be like a robe he wraps around himself,

				like a belt he always wears.

				20 Let this be the Lord's payment to my accusers,

				to those who speak evil against me.

				

				21 But You, •Yahweh my Lord,

				deal kindly with me because of Your name;

				deliver me because of the goodness of Your 
faithful love.

				22 For I am afflicted and needy;

				my heart is wounded within me.

				23 I fade away like a lengthening shadow;

				I am shaken off like a locust.

				24 My knees are weak from fasting,

				and my body is emaciated.oi

				25 I have become an object of ridicule to my 
accusers;oj

				when they see me, they shake their heads in scorn.

				

				26 Help me, Lord my God;

				save me according to Your faithful love

				27 so they may know that this is Your hand

				and that You, Lord, have done it.

				28 Though they curse, You will bless.

				When they rise up, they will be put to shame,

				but Your servant will rejoice.

				29 My accusers will be clothed with disgrace;

				they will wear their shame like a cloak.

				30 I will fervently thank the Lord with my mouth;

				I will praise Him in the presence of many.

				31 For He stands at the right hand of the needy

				to save him from those who would condemn 
him.  (Ps 109 is one of the most intense of the imprecatory Psalms. To understand their distinctive purposes, see the following principles concerning injustice and vindication: Ps #7, #34, #51, #53, #56, #79, and #90.)

				Psalm 110

				

	

The Priestly King

				A Davidic psalm.

				1 This is the declaration of the Lord

				to my Lord:

				"Sit at My right hand

				until I make Your enemies Your footstool."

				2 The Lord will extend Your mighty scepter from •Zion.

				Rule ok over Your surroundingol enemies.

				3 Your people will volunteer

				on Your day of battle.om

				In holy splendor, from the womb of the dawn,

				the dew of Your youth belongs to You.on

				4 The Lord has sworn an oath and will not take it back:

				"Forever, You are a priest

				like Melchizedek."

				

				5 The Lord is at Your right hand;

				He will crush kings on the day of His anger.

				6 He will judge the nations, heaping up corpses;

				He will crush leaders over the entire world.

				7 He will drink from the brook by the road;

				therefore, He will lift up His head.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Messianic King

				[image: Getz0623.png]

				#104 As members of Christ's church, we should continually acknowledge the Lord Jesus Christ as King of kings. 

				In this great messianic psalm, God promises that the Messiah will one day rule at His right hand, and His reign will last forever. The opening verse is quoted or alluded to nearly 30 times in the New Testament. The most dramatic is Jesus' reference to this verse:

				While the Pharisees were together, Jesus questioned them,"What do you think about the Messiah? Whose Son is He?" 

				"David's," they told Him. 

				He asked them,"How is it then that David, inspired by the Spirit, calls Him 'Lord': The Lord declared to my Lord, 'Sit at My right hand until I put Your enemies under Your feet'? If David calls Him 'Lord,' how then can the Messiah be his Son?" (Mt 22:41-45; see also Ac 2:34-35; 7:5-6; 1Co 15:25; Eph 1:20; Col 3:1; Heb 1:3,13; 12:2; 1Pt 3:22.)

				Verses 4 and 5 in Psalm 110 are referred to throughout the book of Hebrews (Heb 5:6; 7:17,21; 8:1; 10:11-13). 

				Though all of us as believers should willingly and thankfully worship Jesus Christ as King of kings, there will come a time when everyone will acknowledge who He is, regardless of their heart attitudes (Php 2:9-11).  
(Review Ps #92: Our Corporate Witness)

				Reflection and Response

				When we acknowledge and worship Jesus Christ as our sovereign King, what are the implications for how we should live our Christian lives?

				

				Psalm 111

				

	

Praise for the Lord's Works

				1 •Hallelujah!

				I will praise the Lord with all my heart

				in the assembly of the upright and in the 
congregation.

				

				2 The Lord's works are great,

				studied by all who delight in them.

				3 All that He does is splendid and majestic;

				His righteousness endures forever.

				4 He has caused His wonderful works 
to be remembered.

				The Lord is gracious and compassionate.

				5 He has provided food for those who fear Him;

				He remembers His covenant forever.

				6 He has shown His people the power of His works

				by giving them the inheritance of the nations.

				7 The works of His hands are truth and justice;

				all His instructions are trustworthy.

				8 They are established forever and ever,

				enacted in truth and in what is right.

				9 He has sent redemption to His people.

				He has ordained His covenant forever.

				His name is holy and awe-inspiring.

				

				10 The •fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom;

				all who follow His instructionsoo have good 
insight.

				His praise endures forever.(Review Ps #89: Authentic Worship.)

				Psalm 112

				

	

The Traits of the Righteous

				1 •Hallelujah!

				Happy is the man who •fears the Lord,

				taking great delight in His commands.

				

				2 His descendants will be powerful in the land;

				the generation of the upright will be blessed.

				3 Wealth and riches are in his house,

				and his righteousness endures forever.

				4 Light shines in the darkness for the 
upright.

				He is gracious, compassionate, and righteous.

				5 Good will come to a man who lends generously

				and conducts his business fairly.

				6 He will never be shaken.

				The righteous man will be remembered forever.

				7 He will not fear bad news;

				his heart is confident, trusting in the Lord.

				8 His heart is assured; he will not fear.

				In the end he will look in triumph on his foes.

				9 He distributes freely to the poor;

				his righteousness endures forever.

				His •horn will be exalted in honor.

				

				10 The wicked man will see it and be angry;

				he will gnash his teeth in despair.

				The desire of the wicked man will come to 
nothing.

				A Principle to Live By - Developing Righteous Character

				[image: Getz0624.png]

				#105 To develop godly character, we must first experience the righteousness received by faith, and then sincerely love and worship God and live in His will.

				The psalmist described what kind of God-fearing person will be further blessed by the Lord. It begins with worshiping God and obeying His commands (v. 1). With God's help, such a believer becomes"gracious, compassionate, and righteous" (v. 4).

				In the New Testament, Paul clearly explained God's perspective on righteousness: good works will never save us (Eph 2:8-9).  (See Eph #4:God's Gift.)

				For we are His creation, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time so that we should walk in them. (Eph 2:10)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it easy to develop a view that salvation is based on good works and self-righteousness?

				

				Psalm 113

				

	

Praise to the Merciful God

				1 •Hallelujah!

				Give praise, servants of •Yahweh;

				praise the name of Yahweh.

				2 Let the name of Yahweh be praised

				both now and forever.

				3 From the rising of the sun to its setting,

				let the name of Yahweh be praised.  (Review Ps #9: Praising God.)

				

				4 Yahweh is exalted above all the nations,

				His glory above the heavens.

				5 Who is like Yahweh our God —

				the One enthroned on high,

				6 who stoops down to look

				on the heavens and the earth?

				7 He raises the poor from the dust

				and lifts the needy from the garbage pile

				8 in order to seat them with nobles —

				with the nobles of His people.

				9 He gives the childless woman a household,

				making her the joyful mother of children.

				Hallelujah!

				Psalm 114

				

	

God's Deliverance of Israel

				1 When Israel came out of Egypt —

				the house of Jacob from a people

				who spoke a foreign language —

				2 Judah became His sanctuary,

				Israel, His dominion.

				

				3 The sea looked and fled;

				the Jordan turned back.

				4 The mountains skipped like rams,

				the hills, like lambs.(Review Ps #100: Remembering God's Blessings.)

				5 Why was it, sea, that you fled?

				Jordan, that you turned back?

				6 Mountains, that you skipped like rams?

				Hills, like lambs?

				

				7 Tremble, earth, at the presence of the Lord,

				at the presence of the God of Jacob,

				8 who turned the rock into a pool of water,

				the flint into a spring of water.

				Psalm 115

				

	

Glory to God Alone

				1 Not to us, •Yahweh, not to us,

				but to Your name give glory

				because of Your faithful love, because of Your truth.

				2 Why should the nations say,

				"Where is their God?"

				3 Our God is in heaven

				and does whatever He pleases.

				

				4 Their idols are silver and gold,

				made by human hands.

				5 They have mouths but cannot speak,

				eyes, but cannot see.

				6 They have ears but cannot hear,

				noses, but cannot smell.

				7 They have hands but cannot feel,

				feet, but cannot walk.

				They cannot make a sound with their throats.

				8 Those who make them areop just like them,

				as are all who trust in them.  (Review Ps #77: Avoiding Idolatry.)

				

				9 Israel, oq trust in the Lord!

				He is their help and shield.

				10 House of Aaron, trust in the Lord!

				He is their help and shield.

				11 You who •fear the Lord, trust in the Lord!

				He is their help and shield.

				12 The Lord remembers us and will bless us.

				He will bless the house of Israel;

				He will bless the house of Aaron;

				13 He will bless those who fear the Lord —

				small and great alike.

				

				14 May the Lord add to your numbers,

				both yours and your children's.

				15 May you be blessed by the Lord,

				the Maker of heaven and earth.

				16 The heavens are the Lord's,or

				but the earth He has given to the •human race.

				17 It is not the dead who praise the Lord,

				nor any of those descending into the silence of death.

				18 But we will praise the Lord,

				both now and forever.

				•Hallelujah!  (See Is #29:The One, True God.)

				Psalm 116

				

	

Thanks to God for Deliverance

				1 I love the Lord because He has heard

				my appeal for mercy.

				2 Because He has turned His ear to me,

				I will call out to Him as long as I live.

				

				3 The ropes of death were wrapped around me,

				and the torments of •Sheol overcame me;

				I encountered trouble and sorrow.

				4 Then I called on the name of •Yahweh:

				"Yahweh, save me!"

				

				5 The Lord is gracious and righteous;

				our God is compassionate.

				6 The Lord guards the inexperienced;

				I was helpless, and He saved me.

				7 Return to your rest, my soul,

				for the Lord has been good to you.

				8 For You, Lord, rescued me from death,

				my eyes from tears,

				my feet from stumbling. (Review Ps #29: Prayer for Physical Healing.)

				9 I will walk before the Lord

				in the land of the living.

				10 I believed, even when I said,

				"I am severely afflicted."

				11 In my alarm I said,

				"Everyone is a liar."

				

				12 How can I repay the Lord

				for all the good He has done for me?

				13 I will take the cup of salvation

				and call on the name of Yahweh.

				14 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord

				in the presence of all His people.

				

				15 The death of His faithful ones

				is valuable in the Lord's sight.

				16 Lord, I am indeed Your servant;

				I am Your servant, the son of Your female servant.

				You have loosened my bonds.

				

				17 I will offer You a sacrifice of thanksgiving

				and call on the name of Yahweh.

				18 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord

				in the presence of all His people,

				19 in the courts of the Lord's house —

				within you, Jerusalem.

				•Hallelujah!  (See Rm #21:Christ-Centered Worship.)

				Psalm 117

				

	

Universal Call to Praise

				1 Praise the Lord, all nations!

				Glorify Him, all peoples!

				2 For His faithful love to us is  great;

				the Lord's faithfulness endures forever.

				•Hallelujah!

				Psalm 118

				

	

Thanksgiving for Victory

				1 Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;

				His faithful love endures forever.

				2 Let Israel say,

				"His faithful love endures forever."

				3 Let the house of Aaron say,

				"His faithful love endures forever."

				4 Let those who fear the Lord say,

				"His faithful love endures forever."

				

				5 I called to the Lord in distress;

				the Lord answered me

				and put me in a spacious place.os

				6 The Lord is for me; I will not be afraid.

				What can man do to me?  (Review Ps #53: Our Eternal Hope.)

				7 The Lord is my helper,

				Therefore, I will look in triumph on those who hate me.

				

				8 It is better to take refuge in the Lord

				than to trust in man.

				9 It is better to take refuge in the Lord

				than to trust in nobles.

				

				10 All the nations surrounded me;

				in the name of •Yahweh I destroyed them.

				11 They surrounded me, yes, they surrounded 
me;

				in the name of Yahweh I destroyed them.

				12 They surrounded me like bees;

				they were extinguished like a fire among thorns;

				in the name of Yahweh I destroyed them.

				13 You pushed me ot hard to make me fall,

				but the Lord helped me.

				14 The Lord is my strength and my song;

				He has become my salvation.

				

				

				15 There are shouts of joy and victory

				in the tents of the righteous:

				"The Lord's right hand performs valiantly!

				16 The Lord's right hand is raised.

				The Lord's right hand performs valiantly!" (See Ex #15:Glorifying God.)

				17 I will not die, but I will live

				and proclaim what the Lord has done.

				18 The Lord disciplined me severely

				but did not give me over to death.

				

				19 Open the gates of righteousness for me;

				I will enter through them

				and give thanks to the Lord.

				20 This is the gate of the Lord;

				the righteous will enter through it.

				21 I will give thanks to You

				because You have answered me

				and have become my salvation.

				22 The stone that the builders rejected

				has become the cornerstone.

				23 This came from the Lord;

				it is wonderful in our eyes.  (See 1Co #8:The True Foundation.)

				24 This is the day the Lord has made;

				let us rejoice and be glad in it.

				

				25 Lord, save us!

				Lord, please grant us success!

				26 He who comes in the name

				of the Lord is blessed.

				From the house of the Lord we bless you.

				27 The Lord is God and has given us light.

				Bind the festival sacrifice with cords

				to the horns of the altar.

				28 You are my God, and I will give You thanks.

				You are my God; I will exalt You.

				29 Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;

				His faithful love endures forever.

				A Principle to Live By - Responding to God's Love

				[image: Getz0625.png]

				#106 Because of God's faithful love in sending the Lord Jesus Christ to be our Savior, we should love Him with all our hearts. 

				The children of Israel had a foretaste of God's faithful love when He chose them to be His special people and led them out of Egypt and into the promised land. In return, they praised Him and gave thanks (117:1; 118:28-29).

				As believers today, we experienced the ultimate in God's faithful love when we came to know God personally because of the sacrifice of His Son, Jesus Christ. John captured this great truth:

				For God loved the world in this way: He gave His One and Only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. (Jn 3:16) 

				How should we respond? On one occasion a religious leader came to Jesus and asked Him,"Which command in the law is the greatest?" (Mt 22:36). The Lord's response captures a great truth in Psalms 117 and 118:

				He said to him,"Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and most important command. The second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets depend on these two commands." (Mt 22:37-40)  (See Ex #27:The Greatest Commandments.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways do Christians today abandon their first love for God?  (See Rv #3:The Greatest Commands.)

				

				Psalm 119

				

	

Delight in God's Word

				א  Alef

				1 How happy are those whose way is blameless,

				who live according to the Lord's instruction!

				2 Happy are those who keep His decrees

				and seek Him with all their heart.

				3 They do nothing wrong;

				they follow His ways.

				4 You have commanded that Your precepts

				be diligently kept.

				5 If only my ways were committed

				to keeping Your statutes!

				6 Then I would not be ashamed

				when I think about all Your commands.

				7 I will praise You with a sincere heart

				when I learn Your righteous judgments.

				8 I will keep Your statutes;

				never abandon me.

				A Principle to Live By - True Fulfillment

				[image: Getz0626.png]

				#107 To experience true fulfillment, we must continually learn and apply the principles in the inspired Word of God. 

				Psalm 119 focuses on the Word of God. The author used at least eight synonyms to describe the Scriptures:

				1.	"instruction" or"law" (25 times),

				2.	"word" (24 times),

				3.	"judgments" or"ordinances" (23 times),

				4.	"decrees" or"testimonies" (23 times),

				5.	"commands" (22 times),

				6.	"statutes" (21 times),

				7.	"precepts" or"charges" (21 times), and

				8.	"promise" or"word" (19 times).

				This is also one of the most elaborate acrostic psalms. It comprises 22 stanzas, one for each letter in the Hebrew alphabet, and each verse within each stanza begins with one of the Hebrew letters in sequence. For example, the first eight verses begin with the letter alef and the next eight verses begin with the letter bet. 

				In the first stanza, we're told that the way to real fulfillment in this life is to"live according to the Lord's instruction." To be"happy" is not some kind of superficial elation, but a blessedness that is rooted in a deep sense of confidence and well-being that grows and matures through obedience. Centuries later, James affirmed that it is not just the one who reads God's Word, but the one who obeys it, who is blessed (happy, joyful, fulfilled):

				But the one who looks intently into the perfect law of freedom and perseveres in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but one who does good works—this person will be blessed in what he does. (Jms 1:25)  (See Jms #5:Applying God's Word.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we become persistent students of the Word of God, not only in terms of gaining head knowledge, but in terms of experiencing total life changes?

				

				

	

ב  Bet

				9 How can a young man keep his way pure?

				By keeping Yourou word.

				10 I have sought You with all my heart;

				don't let me wander from Your commands.

				11 I have treasured Your word in my heart

				so that I may not sin against You.

				12 Lord, may You be praised;

				teach me Your statutes.

				13 With my lips I proclaim

				all the judgments from Your mouth.

				14 I rejoice in the way revealed by Your decrees

				as much as in all riches.

				15 I will meditate on Your precepts

				and think about Your ways.

				16 I will delight in Your statutes;

				I will not forget Your word.

				A Principle to Live By - Childhood Nurture

				[image: Getz0627.png]

				#108 To fulfill God's ideal plan, we should begin to learn His Word as children so that we will seek to do His will throughout our lives.

				The Hebrew word for"young man" in verse 9 was used to refer to a boy from the age of infancy to adolescence. So the second stanza in this psalm emphasizes the importance of nurturing children early in life. 

				We can assume that Timothy's mother, Eunice, took Psalm 119 very seriously. Though she was married to a Gentile (Ac 16:1), she had a strong faith in God (2Tm 1:5) and a commitment to teaching young Timothy the Old Testament. Paul understood Timothy's heritage, and in his final letter we have a New Testament perspective on what we read in Psalm 119:9-11:

				But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed. You know those who taught you, and you know that from childhood you have known the sacred Scriptures, which are able to give you wisdom for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. (2Tm 3:14-17)  (See 2Tm #8:Standing Firm on Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we teach children (and even adults) the Word of God so that it equips them"for every good work"?  (See Dt #11:Teachable Moments.)

				

				

	

ג  Gimel

				17 Deal generously with Your servant

				so that I might live;

				then I will keep Your word.

				18 Open my eyes so that I may contemplate

				wonderful things from Your instruction.

				19 I am a stranger on earth;

				do not hide Your commands from me.

				20 I am continually overcome

				with longing for Your judgments.

				21 You rebuke the proud,

				the ones under a curse,

				who wander from Your commands.

				22 Take insult and contempt away from me,

				for I have kept Your decrees.

				23 Though princes sit together speaking against me,

				Your servant will think about Your statutes;

				24 Your decrees are my delight

				and my counselors.

				A Principle to Live By - Illumination and Discernment

				[image: Getz0628.png]

				#109 To clearly understand the Word of God, we are to rely on the divine Author, the Holy Spirit, to illumine our minds and hearts. 

				In stanza 3, the psalmist was not asking for new revelations from God but the ability to understand and perceive clearly what God had already revealed. All believers need help understanding the mysteries of God's inspired Word. Because the Holy Spirit is the Author of Scripture, He is of course the One who can best help us understand it (2Pt 1:20-21).  (See 2Pt #3:The Word of God.)

				Paul's prayer for the Ephesians helps us to comprehend more fully what was penned by the psalmist centuries earlier:

				 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, would give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him. I pray that the perception of your mind may be enlightened so you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the glorious riches of His inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of His power to us who believe, according to the working of His vast strength. (Eph 1:17-19) 

				Reflection and Response

				What can happen when people tend to seek divine revelation (new truth) rather than divine illumination (understanding truth that God has already revealed) in the Holy Scriptures?

				

				

	

ד  Dalet

				25 My life is down in the dust;

				give me life through Your word.

				26 I told You about my life,

				and You listened to me;

				teach me Your statutes.

				27 Help me understand

				the meaning of Your precepts

				so that I can meditate on Your wonders.

				28 I am wearyov from grief;

				strengthen me through Your word.

				29 Keep me from the way of deceit

				and graciously give me Your instruction.

				30 I have chosen the way of truth;

				I have set Your ordinances before me.

				31 I cling to Your decrees;

				Lord, do not put me to shame.

				32 I pursue the way of Your commands,

				for You broaden my understanding.ow

				A Principle to Live By - Human Responsibility 
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				#110 To live in God's will, we must choose to follow and obey His Word. 

				Though God has sovereignly chosen us to respond to His message of love and grace, we are responsible to choose"the way of truth" (v. 30). We are to"cling" to His Word (v. 31) and to"pursue" His commands (v. 32). 

				Paul informed us that we are indeed"created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time so that we should walk in them" (Eph 2:10). However, God has given us the freedom to choose to disobey what He planned. Paul therefore went on to exhort believers"to walk worthy of the calling [we] have received" (Eph 4:1). The rest of the Ephesian letter focuses on our human responsibility to carry out this exhortation.  (See Eph #8:Walking Worthy.)

				According to Paul's metaphor in 1 Corinthians 3:12-15, some Christians who die will go to heaven but all their works will be burned up. This is because they have chosen to disobey the Word of God, as all of us are prone to do. This is why this principle focusing on human responsibility is so important in our Christian lives.  (See 1Co #8:The True Foundation.)

				Reflection and Response

				Even though we are responsible to obey God, how can we avoid attempting to do this in our own strength?  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				

				

	

ה  He

				33 Teach me, Lord, the meaningox of Your statutes,

				and I will always keep them.oy

				34 Help me understand Your instruction,

				and I will obey it

				and follow it with all my heart.

				35 Help me stay on the path of Your commands,

				for I take pleasure in it.(Review Ps #109: Illumination and Discernment.)

				36 Turn my heart to Your decrees

				and not to material gain.

				37 Turn my eyes

				from looking at what is worthless;

				give me life in Your ways. oz

				38 Confirm what You said to Your servant,

				for it produces reverence for You.

				39 Turn away the disgrace I dread;

				indeed, Your judgments are good.

				40 How I long for Your precepts!

				Give me life through Your righteousness.

				

	

ו  Vav

				41 Let Your faithful love come to me, Lord,

				Your salvation, as You promised.

				42 Then I can answer the one who taunts me,

				for I trust in Your word.

				43 Never take the word of truth from my mouth,

				for I hope in Your judgments.

				44 I will always obey Your instruction,

				forever and ever.

				45 I will walk freely in an open place

				because I seek Your precepts.

				46 I will speak of Your decrees before kings

				and not be ashamed.

				47 I delight in Your commands,

				which I love.

				48 I will lift up my hands to Your commands,

				which I love,

				and will meditate on Your statutes.

				A Principle to Live By - Sharing the Gospel

				#111 To speak the Word of God boldly and yet sensitively to those who are unsaved, we must develop a deep appreciation for God's love for us personally.

				[image: Getz0630.png]

				Paul was deeply indebted to God for saving him, even though he classified himself as"the worst" of sinners (1Tm 1:15-16). Because he was overwhelmed by God's love and grace, he felt an obligation to share this message with others who did not know Christ personally. Writing to the Romans, Paul explained his motivation:

				I am obligated both to Greeks and barbarians, both to the wise and the foolish. So I am eager 
to preach the good news to you also who are in Rome. For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is God's power for salvation to everyone who believes, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek. (Rm 1:14-16)  (See Rm #2:Standing Strong.)

				Reflection and Response

				When we fail to share Christ with others, how do we determine if it is because we are afraid of something or because we are ashamed of Christ? Is there a difference?

				

				

	

ז  Zayin

				49 Remember Your word to Your servant;

				You have given me hope through it.

				50 This is my comfort in my affliction:

				Your promise has given me life.

				51 The arrogant constantly ridicule me,

				but I do not turn away from Your instruction.

				52 Lord, I remember Your judgments from long ago

				and find comfort.

				53 Rage seizes me because of the wicked

				who reject Your instruction.

				54 Your statutes are the theme of my song

				during my earthly life.pa

				55 •Yahweh, I remember Your name in the night,

				and I obey Your instruction.

				56 This is my practice:

				I obey Your precepts.

				A Principle to Live By - Hope and Comfort

				[image: Getz0631.png]

				#112 To experience hope and comfort in the midst of difficult circumstances, we are to focus on God's promises.

				When Paul and Silas were imprisoned in Philippi, they made the words in this psalm a reality. They had been"beaten with rods" and had been inflicted with"many blows." Yet, while suffering in the depth of the prison, with"their feet in the stocks," they"were praying and singing hymns to God" (Ac 16:22-25). Perhaps they were expressing these very words.

				Reflection and Response

				Though we may never suffer for our faith like Paul and Silas, what are some of the promises we can claim in order to be encouraged and comforted in the midst of our afflictions?

				 

				 

				

				

	

ח  Khet

				57 The Lord is my portion;pb

				I have promised to keep Your words.

				58 I have sought Your favor with all my heart;

				be gracious to me according to Your promise.

				59 I thought about my ways

				and turned my steps back to Your decrees.

				60 I hurried, not hesitating

				to keep Your commands.

				61 Though the ropes of the wicked

				were wrapped around me,

				I did not forget Your instruction.

				62 I rise at midnight to thank You

				for Your righteous judgments.

				63 I am a friend to all who •fear You,

				to those who keep Your precepts.

				64 Lord, the earth is filled with Your faithful love;

				teach me Your statutes.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Standard
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				#113 To have intimate fellowship with God and one another, we must use the teachings of Scripture to evaluate our attitudes and actions. 

				The psalmist thought about his sinful lifestyle and immediately aligned his steps with the doctrine of Scripture. Similarly, all of us need to evaluate our own ways in the light of God's Word and adjust our attitudes and actions. 

				Toward the end of His ministry, Jesus Christ reminded His disciples of a very important truth:

				As the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you. Remain in My love. If you keep My commands you will remain in My love, just as I have kept My Father's commands and remain in His love. (Jn 15:9-10)  (See Jn #30:God's Sustaining Strength.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it sometimes difficult to purposely measure our behavior with the teachings of the Bible?

				

				

	

ט  Tet

				65 Lord, You have treated Your servant well,

				just as You promised.

				66 Teach me good judgment and discernment,

				for I rely on Your commands.

				67 Before I was afflicted I went astray,

				but now I keep Your word.

				68 You are good, and You do what is good;

				teach me Your statutes.

				69 The arrogant have smeared me with lies,

				but I obey Your precepts with all my heart.

				70 Their hearts are hard and insensitive,

				but I delight in Your instruction.

				71 It was good for me to be afflicted

				so that I could learn Your statutes.

				72 Instruction from Your lips is better for me

				than thousands of gold and silver pieces.

				

	

י  Yod

				73 Your hands made me and formed me;

				give me understanding

				so that I can learn Your commands.

				74 Those who fear You will see me and rejoice,

				for I put my hope in Your word.

				75 I know, Lord, that Your judgments are just

				and that You have afflicted me fairly.

				76 May Your faithful love comfort me

				as You promised Your servant.

				77 May Your compassion come to me

				so that I may live,

				for Your instruction is my delight.

				78 Let the arrogant be put to shame

				for slandering me with lies;

				I will meditate on Your precepts.

				79 Let those who fear You,

				those who know Your decrees, turn to me.

				80 May my heart be blameless regarding Your 
statutes

				so that I will not be put to shame.

				

	

כ  Kaf

				81 I long for Your salvation;

				I put my hope in Your word.

				82 My eyes grow weary

				looking for what You have promised;

				I ask,"When will You comfort me?"

				83 Though I have become like a wineskin dried by smoke,

				I do not forget Your statutes.

				84 How many days must Your servant wait?

				When will You execute judgment on my 
persecutors?

				85 The arrogant have dug pits for me;

				they violate Your instruction.

				86 All Your commands are true;

				people persecute me with lies — help me!

				87 They almost ended my life on earth,

				but I did not abandon Your precepts.

				88 Give me life in accordance with Your 
faithful love,

				and I will obey the decree You have spoken.

				A Principle to Live By – God's Faithful Love
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				#114 When we walk out of God's will, we should welcome God's discipline that He has designed to restore our relationship with Him. 

				For some, suffering and affliction happens merely because we live in an imperfect world. We're simply victims of the evil that permeates our environment. For a few, suffering happens in order to bring glory to God, such as in the blind man's story in the Gospel of John (Jn 9:3). In other situations, affliction may not be particularly ordered by God, but it can be constructive in our lives (Rm 5:3-4). 

				These three stanzas (vv. 65 to 88) introduce us to another reason for suffering. The psalmist said that before he"was afflicted," he"went astray." Then, because of the affliction that God allowed in his life, he was once again walking in the will of God. He thanked God for that affliction. 

				The author of Hebrews addressed this disciplinary process when he wrote,

				And you have forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons: My son, do not take the Lord's discipline lightly or faint when you are reproved by Him, for the Lord disciplines the one He loves and punishes every son He receives. Endure suffering as discipline: God is dealing with you as sons. For what son is there that a father does not discipline? But if you are without discipline—which all receive—then you are illegitimate children and not sons. (Heb 12:5-8)  (See Heb #19:God's Discipline.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what way may a Christian with a very sensitive conscience misapply this Principle to Live By?

				

				

	

ל  Lamed

				89 Lord, Your word is forever;

				it is firmly fixed in heaven.

				90 Your faithfulness is for all generations;

				You established the earth, and it stands firm.

				91 They stand today in accordance with 
Your judgments,

				for all things are Your servants.

				92 If Your instruction had not been my delight,

				I would have died in my affliction.

				93 I will never forget Your precepts,

				for You have given me life through them.

				94 I am Yours; save me,

				for I have sought Your precepts.

				95 The wicked hope to destroy me,

				but I contemplate Your decrees.

				96 I have seen a limit to all perfection,

				but Your command is without limit.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Eternal Word
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				#115 Though everything around us may be changing, we are to put our faith in the Word of God, which will endure forever. 

				Jesus affirmed this principle in His Sermon on the Mount:

				Don't assume that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. For I assure you: Until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or one stroke of a letter will pass from the law until all things are accomplished. (Mt 5:17-18) 

				Later, Jesus told a parable and compared the Scriptures with everything that now exists and that will eventually be destroyed:

				Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away. (Mt 24:35) 

				Reflection and Response

				How can this biblical truth help all of us to be encouraged in the midst of the changing values in our culture?

				

				

	

מ  Mem

				97 How I love Your instruction!

				It is my meditation all day long.

				98 Your commands make me wiser than my 
enemies,

				for they are always with me.

				99 I have more insight than all my teachers

				because Your decrees are my meditation.

				100 I understand more than the elders

				because I obey Your precepts.

				101 I have kept my feet from every evil path

				to follow Your word.

				102 I have not turned from Your judgments,

				for You Yourself have instructed me.

				103 How sweet Your word is to my taste —

				sweeter than honey in my mouth.

				104 I gain understanding from Your precepts;

				therefore I hate every false way.

				A Principle to Live By - Loving God's Word

				[image: Getz0635.png]

				#116 To grow in wisdom and godliness, we should meditate on Scripture regularly.

				The psalmist has given us five reasons why we should love God's Word and meditate on it consistently:

				1.	We can gain wisdom that surpasses all human resources (vv. 98-100).

				2.	We can walk in the paths of righteousness (v. 101).

				3.	We have access to God's heart and mind (v. 102).

				4.	We will have pleasant experiences (v. 103).

				5.	We will lose our taste for those things that are out of the will of God (v. 104).

				When Jesus was preparing the apostles for His departure, He reassured them that the"Spirit of truth" would come and"guide [them] into all the truth" (Jn 16:13). This began to happen on the day of Pentecost, enabling new believers to devote"themselves to the apostles' teaching," which eventually became the inspired writings we have in the New Testament (Ac 2:42). The Holy Spirit gave them a desire for"the pure spiritual milk" of the Word of God so that they could mature in Christ (1Pt 2:1-3). 

				Today we have the marvelous privilege of having at our disposal God's full revelation in both the Old and New Testaments. How important it is to take advantage of this opportunity to grow in wisdom and godliness!  (See Ac #5:Three Vital Experiences.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the dynamics in our culture that keep the average Christian from meditating consistently on the truths in the Word of God?

				

				

	

נ  Nun

				105 Your word is a lamp for my feet

				and a light on my path.

				106 I have solemnly sworn

				to keep Your righteous judgments.

				107 I am severely afflicted;

				Lord, give me life through Your word.

				108 Lord, please accept my willing offerings of praise,

				and teach me Your judgments.

				109 My life is constantly in danger,pc

				yet I do not forget Your instruction.

				110 The wicked have set a trap for me,

				but I have not wandered from Your precepts.

				111 I have Your decrees as a heritage forever;

				indeed, they are the joy of my heart.

				112 I am resolved to obey Your statutes

				to the very end.pd

				A Principle to Live By - Wisdom from Above

				#117 We should consult the Word of God for perspective and guidance in all aspects of our lives.  
(Review Ps #109: Illumination and Discernment)

				A biblical worldview evaluates everything from God's viewpoint as revealed in Scripture. The Bible doesn't give us answers to specific questions, such as: What job should I take? Whom should I marry? Where will I live? However, it gives us wisdom that will help us make decisions that will be in harmony with His will for our lives. 

				James contrasted these two world views:

				Who is wise and has understanding among you? He should show his works by good conduct with wisdom's gentleness. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your heart, don't brag and deny the truth. Such wisdom does not come from above but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For where envy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every kind of evil. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peace-loving, gentle, compliant, full of mercy and good fruits, without favoritism and hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who cultivate peace. (Jms 3:13-18)  (See Jms #9:Heavenly and Earthly Wisdom.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does God's wisdom in Scripture help us answer the specific questions listed above?

				

				

	

ס  Samek

				113 I hate those who are double-minded,

				but I love Your instruction.

				114 You are my shelter and my shield;

				I put my hope in Your word.

				115 Depart from me, you evil ones,

				so that I may obey my God's commands.

				116 Sustain me as You promised, and I will live;

				do not let me be ashamed of my hope.

				117 Sustain me so that I can be safe

				and always be concerned about Your statutes.

				118 You reject all who stray from Your statutes,

				for their deceit is a lie.

				119 You remove all the wicked on earth

				as if they were pe dross;

				therefore, I love Your decrees.

				120 I tremblepf in awe of You;

				I fear Your judgments.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Awesome God
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				#118 When we study the Scriptures, we should be both comforted by God's promises of protection and concerned when we disobey His commands. 

				It's not God's will that we relate to Him in fear of His wrath. Jesus Christ paid for our sins—past, present, and future. Because of our Savior, God sees us as perfect and worthy of entering heaven (Rm 8:29-30). He is our heavenly, care-giving Father. However, it is His will that we live righteous lives and do not forget who He is—a holy God. He will discipline believers as a loving Father. As His children, we must not relate to Him with a casual attitude, ignoring who He really is. 

				Paul captured this balance in his letter to the Philippians:

				So then, my dear friends, just as you have always obeyed, not only in my presence, but now even more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God who is working in you, enabling you both to desire and to work out His good purpose. (Php 2:12-13)  (See Php #7:Exemplifying the Incarnation.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some Christians go to extremes in how they relate to God?

				

				

	

ע  Ayin

				121 I have done what is just and right;

				do not leave me to my oppressors.

				122 Guarantee Your servant's well-being;

				do not let the arrogant oppress me.

				123 My eyes grow weary looking for Your salvation

				and for Your righteous promise.

				124 Deal with Your servant based on Your faithful 
love;

				teach me Your statutes.

				125 I am Your servant; give me understanding

				so that I may know Your decrees.

				126 It is time for the Lord to act,

				for they have violated Your instruction.

				127 Since I love Your commands

				more than gold, even the purest gold,

				128 I carefully followpg all Your precepts

				and hate every false way.

				A Principle to Live By - A Biblical Priority
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				#119 We are to love God's Word and His will more than any of our earthly possessions.

				Many people believe that the most fulfilling lifestyle is to pursue and accumulate material wealth. Unfortunately, some who claim to be Christians have this perspective. The Scripture says that following God's will is more important than pursuing gold (vv. 127-128). It's hypocritical to say we believe the Bible is God's Word and then to follow the values of this world. This is especially true when it comes to material things. Jesus made this point very clear in His Sermon on the Mount:

				No one can be a slave of two masters, since either he will hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot be slaves of God and of money. (Mt 6:24) 

				Reflection and Response

				How can we meet our physical needs and even accumulate material things while not violating God's will? (See Mt 6:33.)  (See Mt #15:Eternal Treasures.)

				

				

	

פ  Pe

				129 Your decrees are wonderful;

				therefore I obey them.

				130 The revelation of Your words brings light

				and gives understanding to the inexperienced.

				131 I open my mouth and pant

				because I long for Your commands.

				132 Turn to me and be gracious to me,

				as is Your practice toward those who love Your name.

				133 Make my steps steady through Your promise;

				don't let any sin dominate me.

				134 Redeem me from human oppression,

				and I will keep Your precepts.

				135 Show favor to Your servant,

				and teach me Your statutes.

				136 My eyes pour out streams of tears

				because people do not follow Your instruction.

				A Principle to Live By - Demonstrating Compassion
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				#120 We are to show compassion to those who ignore the teachings of the Word of God. 

				There is a place for righteous anger toward those who violate the will of God and take advantage of others (Ps 35). However, blended with this emotion should be a heart of compassion. On one occasion, Jesus looked at Jerusalem and"wept over it" (Lk 19:41). He knew it was filled with people who were rejecting the Word of God that had been proclaimed by the Old Testament prophets. Earlier, Jesus had said,

				Jerusalem, Jerusalem! She who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her. How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! (Lk 13:34)  (See Lk #31:God's Compassion.)

				Paul also captured how Christians should view lost people who ignore God's Word:

				Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work, to slander no one, to avoid fighting, and to be kind, always showing gentleness to all people. For we too were once foolish, disobedient, deceived, enslaved by various passions and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, detesting one another. But when the goodness of God and His love for mankind appeared, He saved us—not by works of righteousness that we had done, but according to His mercy, through the washing of regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit. (Ti 3:1-5)  (See Ti #7:Conquering Evil with Good.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can Christians show compassion toward unsaved people and at the same time, reject their values and behavior that are out of harmony with God's Word?  (See 2Tm #7:Able to Teach.)

				

				

	

צ  Tsade

				137 You are righteous, Lord,

				and Your judgments are just.

				138 The decrees You issue are righteous

				and altogether trustworthy.

				139 My anger overwhelms me

				because my foes forget Your words.

				140 Your word is completely pure,

				and Your servant loves it.

				141 I am insignificant and despised,

				but I do not forget Your precepts.

				142 Your righteousness is an everlasting 
righteousness,

				and Your instruction is true.

				143 Trouble and distress have overtaken me,

				but Your commands are my delight.

				144 Your decrees are righteous forever.

				Give me understanding, and I will live.

				A Principle to Live By - The Inspired Word
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				#121 Because God's Word is true and trustworthy, we should always evaluate all ideas and propositions in the light of Scripture.

				God's Word gives a true description of humanity. God has also enabled us to discover truth from sources other than the Bible—if it is true, it's God's truth. However, when we study the behavioral sciences (such as psychology and sociology) as well as the natural sciences (such as biology and chemistry), we must discipline ourselves to evaluate these ideas carefully in the light of the Word of God. 

				This does not mean we should not study these subjects, and study them diligently. Furthermore, it does not mean that we never need to evaluate our interpretation of Scripture in the light of what is true in the sciences. But it does mean we must use the Scriptures as our ultimate criterion for evaluating what is true. Paul understood the reason for this approach:

				All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. (2Tm 3:16-17)  (See 2Tm #8:Standing Firm on Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				What can happen when we focus on evaluating the trustworthiness of Scripture in the light of scientific findings rather than first and foremost evaluating scientific findings in the light of the Scriptures?

				

				

	

ק  Qof

				145 I call with all my heart; answer me, Lord.

				I will obey Your statutes.

				146 I call to You; save me,

				and I will keep Your decrees.

				147 I rise before dawn and cry out for help;

				I put my hope in Your word.

				148 I am awake through each watch of the night

				to meditate on Your promise.

				149 In keeping with Your faithful love, hear my voice.

				Lord, give me life in keeping with Your justice.

				150 Those who pursue evil plans ph come near;

				they are far from Your instruction.

				151 You are near, Lord,

				and all Your commands are true.

				152 Long ago I learned from Your decrees

				that You have established them forever.

				A Principle to Live By - Scripturally Oriented Prayers
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				#122 When we face crises in our lives, we should pray earnestly and confidently, 
using the Word of God as a basis for our prayers. 

				Prayer, of course, should be a regular part of our life (Eph 6:18). However, there are occasions when we should devote extra time to this spiritual discipline and correlate our prayers with the promises God has given us in His Word (Ps 119:147-148). This stanza of Psalm 119 is reminiscent of Nehemiah's prayer when he heard about the devastation in Jerusalem (Neh 1:4-11). After four months of crying out to God, the Lord answered his prayer miraculously.  (See Neh #1:Intense Prayer.)

				Reflection and Response

				Even apart from crisis situations, how can we use the book of Psalms as a basis for our prayers?

				 

				

				

	

ר  Resh

				153 Consider my affliction and rescue me,

				for I have not forgotten Your instruction.

				154 Defend my cause and redeem me;

				give me life as You promised.

				155 Salvation is far from the wicked

				because they do not seek Your statutes.

				156 Your compassions are many, Lord;

				give me life according to Your judgments.

				157 My persecutors and foes are many.

				I have not turned from Your decrees.

				158 I have seen the disloyal and feel disgust

				because they do not keep Your word.

				159 Consider how I love Your precepts;

				Lord, give me life according to Your 
faithful love.

				160 The entirety of Your word is truth,

				and all Your righteous judgments endure forever.

				

	

שׂ  Sin / שׁ  Shin

				161 Princes have persecuted me without cause,

				but my heart fears only Your word.

				162 I rejoice over Your promise

				like one who finds vast treasure.

				163 I hate and abhor falsehood,

				but I love Your instruction.

				164 I praise You seven times a day

				for Your righteous judgments.

				165 Abundant peace belongs to those

				who love Your instruction;

				nothing makes them stumble.

				166 Lord, I hope for Your salvation

				and carry out Your commands.

				167 I obey Your decrees

				and love them greatly.

				168 I obey Your precepts and decrees,

				for all my ways are before You.

				A Principle to Live By - Standing Firm
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				#123 When we are persecuted by those who reject the values of Scripture, we should use 
this experience as an opportunity to demonstrate our faith and confidence in the Word 
of God.

				When we are surrounded by evil, we have the opportunity to be light in the darkness by being unwavering in our faith and our commitment to living out the values of the Word of God. This is dramatically illustrated by Paul during his final imprisonment in Rome. Forsaken even by those who were supposedly his friends, he stood firm on God's promises and the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. He considered this persecution as his final opportunity to fulfill his unique calling: that"all the Gentiles might hear" the message of salvation (2Tm 4:16-18). (See 2Tm #11:A Loyal Friend.)

				Reflection and Response

				How did Stephen's firm stand before the Sanhedrin demonstrate his faith in the Scriptures?  (See Ac #13:Loving Our Enemies.)

				

				

	

ת  Tav

				169 Let my cry reach You, Lord;

				give me understanding according to Your word.

				170 Let my plea reach You;

				rescue me according to Your promise.

				171 My lips pour out praise,

				for You teach me Your statutes.

				172 My tongue sings about Your promise,

				for all Your commands are righteous.

				173 May Your hand be ready to help me,

				for I have chosen Your precepts.

				174 I long for Your salvation, Lord,

				and Your instruction is my delight.

				175 Let me live, and I will praise You;

				may Your judgments help me.

				176 I wander like a lost sheep;

				seek Your servant,

				for I do not forget Your commands.

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual Food

				#124 When we seem to have lost our way—even as believers—we should follow shepherds who will feed our souls with the eternal Word of God. 
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				Though Jesus used the parable of the lost sheep to illustrate that He had"come to save the lost" (Mt 18:11-14), there are times when we who are saved also feel like lost sheep. We're confused and tempted to doubt if God really cares about our plight. It's at times like this that we need spiritual leaders who will teach us the enduring truths in Scripture. 

				

				Following His death and resurrection, Jesus challenged the apostle Peter to be a faithful 
shepherd who would feed His"lambs" and"sheep" (Jn 21:15-17). Because of Peter's spiritual immaturity, it took time, but he became that kind of shepherd. Toward the end of his ministry on earth, Peter passed the challenge on to other spiritual leaders who were shepherding local churches:

				Therefore, as a fellow elder and witness to the sufferings of the Messiah and also a participant in the glory about to be revealed, I exhort the elders among you: Shepherd God's flock among you, not overseeing out of compulsion but freely, according to God's will; not for the money but eagerly; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. (1Pt 5:1-4) 

				A good shepherd feeds his flock. This is why the apostle Paul connected the functions of pastor (shepherd) and teacher as a means of helping all believers become mature in Christ (Eph 4:11-16). 

				Reflection and Response

				How does this principle help explain why the new believers in Jerusalem began their growth process by devoting"themselves to the apostles' teaching" (Ac 2:42)?  (See Ac #5:Three Vital Experiences.)

				

				Psalm 120

				

	

A Cry for Truth and Peace

				A •song of ascents.

				1 In my distress I called to the Lord,

				and He answered me.

				2 "Lord, deliver me from lying lips

				and a deceitful tongue."

				

				3 What will He give you,

				and what will He do to you,

				you deceitful tongue?

				4 A warrior's sharp arrows

				with burning charcoal!pi

				

				5 What misery that I have stayed in Meshech,

				that I have lived among the tents of Kedar!

				6 I have lived too long

				with those who hate peace.

				7 I am for peace; but when I speak,

				they are for war.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Living Transformed Lives

				[image: Getz0644.png]

				#125 As we travel on our spiritual journey, we should ask God regularly to deliver us from dishonest and deceitful people and to help us to live honest and upright lives. 

				The next 15 psalms are called"songs of ascents" (Pss 120–134). Faithful Jewish pilgrims sang these anthems as they traveled up to Jerusalem to celebrate the annual feasts. Consequently, Mary and Joseph may have been among such carolers as they traveled from Nazareth to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover Festival when Jesus was 12 years old (Lk 2:41-42). Years later, when Jesus and His disciples made these annual trips from Galilee, they too would have sung these psalms. 

				The content of this first song of ascents is a prayer for deliverance from liars and deceivers. The singers are praying that they won't come under their evil spell or become like them, which would be a direct violation of the ninth Commandment:

				Do not give false testimony against your neighbor. (Ex 20:16) 

				In the New Testament, Peter reminded all of us that we too are pilgrims in this world and we are not to live like the world:

				Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and temporary residents to abstain from fleshly desires that war against you. Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that in a case where they speak against you as those who do what is evil, they will, by observing your good works, glorify God on the day of visitation. (1Pt 2:11-12) (See 1Pt #5:A Holy People.)

				Reflection and Response

				What steps should we take as Christians to make sure we take Peter's exhortations seriously?

				

				Psalm 121

				

	

The Lord Our Protector

				A •song of ascents.

				1 I lift my eyes toward the mountains.

				Where will my help come from?

				2 My help comes from the Lord,

				the Maker of heaven and earth.

				

				3 He will not allow your foot to slip;

				your Protector will not slumber.

				

				4 Indeed, the Protector of Israel

				does not slumber or sleep.

				

				5 The Lord protects you;

				the Lord is a shelter right by your side.pj

				6 The sun will not strike you by day

				or the moon by night.

				

				7 The Lord will protect you from all harm;

				He will protect your life.

				8 The Lord will protect your coming and going

				both now and forever.

				A Principle to Live By - Focusing Our Faith

				[image: Getz0645.png]

				#126 As we travel on our spiritual journey, we are to keep our eyes on our personal protector, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

				God-fearing Jews probably sang this second"song of ascents" as they approached the hills of Judea. As they looked up, they were reminded that God chose to reveal His awesome presence and protective power in a special way in the Holy City, Jerusalem. 

				Under the new covenant, we are to look up to Jesus, who after His death and resurrection ascended to the right hand of God. In Hebrews 11, the author dramatically charges us to look to our Lord and Savior:

				Therefore, since we also have such a large cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us lay aside every weight and the sin that so easily ensnares us. Let us run with endurance the race that lies before us, keeping our eyes on Jesus, the source and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that lay before Him endured a cross and despised the shame and has sat down at the right hand of God's throne. (Heb 12:1-2) (See Heb #18:Focusing on Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the more common reasons we take our spiritual eyes off of Jesus Christ? 

				

				Psalm 122

				

	

A Prayer for Jerusalem

				A Davidic •song of ascents.

				1 I rejoiced with those who said to me,

				"Let us go to the house of the Lord."

				2 Our feet are standing

				within your gates, Jerusalem —

				

				3 Jerusalem, built as a city should be,

				solidly joined together,

				4 where the tribes, •Yahweh's tribes, go up

				to give thanks to the name of Yahweh.

				(This is an ordinance for Israel.)

				5 There, thrones for judgment are placed,

				thrones of the house of David.

				

				6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:

				"May those who love you prosper;

				7 may there be peace within your walls,

				prosperity within your fortresses."

				8 Because of my brothers and friends,

				I will say,"Peace be with you."

				9 Because of the house of the Lord our God,

				I will seek your good.

				A Principle to Live By - Praying for Oneness
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				#127 As members of Christ's church, we should do all we can to maintain unity among ourselves as we continue our spiritual journey.

				Faithful Jews probably sang Psalm 120 while they were still traveling out of foreign lands. They then sang Psalm 121 as they caught glimpses of Jerusalem in the distance. As they sang Psalm 122, they were actually standing inside the walls of the Holy City praying for peace. 

				Today, we are members of Christ's body, the church, looking for that moment when we'll enter the New Jerusalem—when time will be no more (Rv 21:1-2). In the meantime, we are to do all we can to fulfill Christ's prayer for peace and oneness, so that all people will come to understand that Jesus Christ is one with the Father and that He came to earth to redeem us from our sins. Thus He prayed,

				May they all be one, as You, Father, are in Me and I am in You. May they also be one in Us, so the world may believe You sent Me. I have given them the glory You have given Me. May they be one as We are one. (Jn 17:21-22) 
(See Jn #33:The Results of Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways should we live to be a part of the answer to Christ's prayer?  (See Gl #10:Life in the Spirit.)

				

				Psalm 123

				

	

Looking for God's Favor

				A •song of ascents.

				1 I lift my eyes to You,

				the One enthroned in heaven.

				2 Like a servant's eyes on his master's hand,

				like a servant girl's eyes on her mistress's hand,

				so our eyes are on the Lord our God

				until He shows us favor.(Review Ps #126: Focusing Our Faith.)

				

				3 Show us favor, Lord, show us favor,

				for we've had more than enough contempt.

				4 We've had more than enough

				scorn from the arrogant

				and contempt from the proud.

				

				Psalm 124

				

	

The Lord Is on Our Side

				A Davidic •song of ascents.

				1 If the Lord had not been on our side —

				let Israel say —

				2 If the Lord had not been on our side

				when men attacked us,

				3 then they would have swallowed us alive

				in their burning anger against us.

				4 Then the waters would have engulfed us;

				the torrent would have swept over us;

				5 the raging waters would have swept over us.

				

				6 Praise the Lord,

				who has not let us be ripped apart by their teeth.

				7 We have escaped like a bird from the hunter's 
net;

				the net is torn, and we have escaped.

				8 Our help is in the name of •Yahweh,

				the Maker of heaven and earth.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Strength
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				#128 As we continue our spiritual journey, we must look to God to sustain us and to protect us from Satan and his evil cohorts. 

				In this psalm, David was clearly referring to the enemies of Israel. However, he used metaphorical language. They were like"raging waters" and ferocious animals that rip their prey"apart by their teeth" (vv. 5-6). 

				In the New Testament, Peter described our arch enemy, our"adversary the Devil," as a"prowling" and"roaring lion" that is"looking for anyone he can devour." However, we can escape his evil attacks by being"serious" and"alert." By remaining"firm in the faith," we can"resist" Satan (1Pt 5:8-9),"extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one," and defeat him with"the sword of the Spirit, which is God's Word" (Eph 6:16-17). 

				Reflection and Response

				In what practical ways can we draw on God's strength to win our spiritual battles?  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				

				Psalm 125

				

	

Israel's Stability

				A •song of ascents.

				1 Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount •Zion.

				It cannot be shaken; it remains forever.

				2 Jerusalem — the mountains surround her.

				And the Lord surrounds His people,

				both now and forever.

				

				3 The scepter of the wicked will not remain

				over the land allotted to the righteous,

				so that the righteous will not apply their hands to injustice.

				4 Do what is good, Lord, to the good,

				to those whose hearts are upright.

				5 But as for those who turn aside to crooked ways,

				the Lord will banish them with the evildoers.

				

				Peace be with Israel.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Eternal Hope

				[image: Getz0648.png]

				#129 When we face those who oppose us on our spiritual journey, we should be encouraged because of our eternal position in the Lord Jesus Christ.

				In this psalm, the Holy Spirit enabled the author to see beyond an earthly Jerusalem, which would be destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 b.c. and again by the Romans in a.d. 70. Though he was unaware of the New Jerusalem as we understand it today, He spoke of an eternal city that will indeed endure forever. 

				As believers, we will someday inhabit this wonderful place forever. In fact, the apostle Paul revealed that all who are true believers are already seated with Jesus Christ"in the heavens" (Eph 2:6). Our salvation has already been"sealed with the promised Holy Spirit," and"He is the down payment of our inheritance" (Eph 1:13-14).  (See Eph #2:Our Position in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we use our eternal position in Christ to encourage one another to overcome temptations, rather than using it as an excuse to continue to sin?

				

				Psalm 126

				

	

Zion's Restoration

				A •song of ascents.

				1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of •Zion,pk

				we were like those who dream.

				2 Our mouths were filled with laughter then,

				and our tongues with shouts of joy.

				Then they said among the nations,

				"The Lord has done great things for them."

				

				3 The Lord had done great things for us;

				we were joyful.

				

				4 Restore our fortunes,plLord,

				like watercourses in the •Negev.

				5 Those who sow in tears

				will reap with shouts of joy.

				6 Though one goes along weeping,

				carrying the bag of seed,

				he will surely come back with shouts of joy,

				carrying his sheaves.

				A Principle to Live By - Christian Reality

				[image: Getz0649.png]

				#130 We must avoid giving the impression that following Jesus Christ is an experience that is free from problems and difficulties. 

				Though this psalm speaks of restored fortunes, laughter, and joy, both Israel and Judah experienced periods of barrenness, including the Assyrian and Babylonian captivities. God had promised blessings and prosperity if they obeyed Him, but curses and barrenness if they disobeyed (Dt 28:1-68). 

				Under the new covenant, God has never promised Christians prosperity and freedom from persecution if they walk in His will. Rather, Paul stated that"all those who want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted" (2Tm 3:12). 

				However, no matter what our circumstances, God has promised to provide us with grace to be able to remain faithful. Furthermore, we can experience a supernatural, joyous fulfillment regardless of our circumstances.  (Review Ps #107: True Fulfillment)

				Reflection and Response

				What are the dangers faced by believers who live in a society relatively free from persecution?  (See Php #4:Eternal Values.)

				

				Psalm 127

				

	

The Blessing of the Lord

				A Solomonic •song of ascents.

				1 Unless the Lord builds a house,

				its builders labor over it in vain;

				unless the Lord watches over a city,

				the watchman stays alert in vain.

				2 In vain you get up early and stay up late,

				working hard to have enough food — 

				yes, He gives sleep to the one He loves.pm

				3 Sons are indeed a heritage from the Lord,

				children, a reward.

				4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior

				are the sons born in one's youth.

				5 Happy is the man who has filled his quiver with them.

				Such men will never be put to shame

				when they speak with their enemies at the city •gate.

				A Principle to Live By - The Blessing of Children
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				#131 Though children are a blessing from the Lord, we must avoid expecting the curses and blessings that God promised Israel under the old covenant.

				God promised Israel the blessings of having children if they worshiped Him alone and obeyed His commands. Moses recorded this promise:"No woman will miscarry or be childless in your land" (Ex 23:26). Moses also wrote,"The Lord will make you prosper abundantly with children" (Dt 28:11). Like all of the blessings and curses outlined in the Old Testament, these promises related specifically to Israel (Dt 28:1-68). They are never repeated under the new covenant.  (See Dt #29:Blessings and Curses.)

				Having made this distinction, however, we are still to consider children and grandchildren to be a great blessing, particularly when we"bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord" (Eph 6:4). The proverb is still true:"Grandchildren are the crown of the elderly" (Pr 17:6). The Lord Jesus affirmed this blessing when He rebuked the disciples for keeping children from coming to Him:

				Leave the children alone, and don't try to keep them from coming to Me, because the kingdom of heaven is made up of people like this. (Mt 19:14) 

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul's reference to the mother-father model in his letter to the Thessalonians demonstrate the importance of engaging in godly parenting? (See 1Th 2:7-12.)  (See 1Th #3:God's Household Model.)

				

				Psalm 128

				

	

Blessings for Those Who Fear God

				A •song of ascents.

				1 How happy is everyone who •fears the Lord,

				who walks in His ways!

				2 You will surely eat

				what your hands have worked for.

				You will be happy,

				and it will go well for you.

				3 Your wife will be like a fruitful vine

				within your house,

				your sons, like young olive trees

				around your table.

				4 In this very way

				the man who fears the Lord

				will be blessed.

				

				5 May the Lord bless you from •Zion,

				so that you will see the prosperity of Jerusalem

				all the days of your life

				6 and will see your children's children!

				

				Peace be with Israel.

				A Principle to Live By - An Eternal Inheritance
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				#132 We should walk in God's ways, being assured that regardless of our circumstances we are secure in Christ, now and eternally.

				Again, the focus of this psalm is on obedience and on the earthly blessings and happiness that would come to the children of Israel if they obeyed His laws. As in Psalm 127, the author reminded them of God's promise to give them many children and grandchildren (Dt 28:11). In our imagination, we can see and hear parents singing this"song of ascents" as they caught a glimpse of Jerusalem in the distance. 

				Under God's covenant of grace, all believers are also exhorted to walk in God's ways. In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul first reassured them of their eternal inheritance that had been guaranteed by the coming of the Holy Spirit (Eph 1:13-14). He then encouraged them to"walk worthy" of this wonderful"calling" (Eph 4:1; see also 4:17; 5:2,8,15-16).  (See Eph #8:Walking Worthy.)

				However, the results of obeying God and walking in His will are different for New Testament believers. While we can"be strengthened by the Lord and by His vast strength" and can be victorious"against the tactics of the Devil" (Eph 6:10-11), we still might become"an ambassador in chains" (Eph 6:20). However, Paul and Silas sang praises to God even after being beaten and incarcerated in Philippi (Ac 16:25). Their confidence focused on their eternal inheritance in the Lord Jesus Christ.  (See Eph #2:Our Position in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why did Paul say that the"perfect will of God" is"good" and"pleasing" regardless of our circumstances? (See Rm 12:1-2.) 

				

				

				Psalm 129

				

	

Protection of the Oppressed

				A •song of ascents.

				1 Since my youth they have often attacked me —

				let Israel say —

				2 Since my youth they have often attacked me,

				but they have not prevailed against me.

				3 Plowmen plowed over my back;

				they made their furrows long.

				4 The Lord is righteous;

				He has cut the ropes of the wicked.

				

				

				5 Let all who hate •Zion

				be driven back in disgrace.

				6 Let them be like grass on the rooftops,

				which withers before it grows uppn

				7 and can't even fill the hands of the reaper

				or the arms of the one who binds sheaves.

				8 Then none who pass by will say,

				"May the Lord's blessing be on you."

				

				We bless you in the name of •Yahweh.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Our Eternal Salvation
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				#133 We must remember that those who hate us and our biblical values may destroy our mortal flesh but never our eternal hope in Christ.

				The psalmist was reflecting on the enemies of Israel—from their metaphorical youthfulness in Egypt to their adulthood during the Assyrian and Babylonian captivities. Though as God's chosen people they had been severely persecuted, they had never been utterly destroyed. 

				In the New Testament, Paul added a broader perspective when he described the trials he and his fellow missionaries faced as they proclaimed the gospel of Christ:

				Now we have this treasure in clay jars, so that this extraordinary power may be from God and not from us. We are pressured in every way but not crushed; we are perplexed but not in despair; we are persecuted but not abandoned; we are struck down but not destroyed. We always carry the death of Jesus in our body, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. For we who live are always given over to death because of Jesus, so that Jesus' life may also be revealed in our mortal flesh. (2Co 4:7-11)  (See 2Co #7:An Eternal Perspective.)

				Reflection and Response

				What can happen to Christians when they are persecuted but lack assurance of their eternal salvation?

				

				

				Psalm 130

				

	

Awaiting Redemption

				A •song of ascents.

				1 Out of the depths I call to You, •Yahweh!

				2 Lord, listen to my voice;

				let Your ears be attentive

				to my cry for help.

				

				3 Yahweh, if You considered sins,

				Lord, who could stand?

				4 But with You there is forgiveness,

				so that You may be revered.

				

				5 I wait for Yahweh; I wait

				and put my hope in His word.

				6 I wait for the Lord

				more than watchmen for the morning —

				more than watchmen for the morning.

				

				7 Israel, put your hope in the Lord.

				For there is faithful love with the Lord,

				and with Him is redemption in abundance.

				8 And He will redeem Israel

				from all its sins.

				A Principle to Live By - Experiencing Forgiveness
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				#134 To experience forgiveness, we must receive God's gift of salvation, which is available to all who sincerely ask.

				This psalm projects us ahead in God's unfolding revelation. Though the author certainly did not understand fully what his words were pointing to, the forgiveness he wrote about was accomplished in the coming of the Messiah (v. 4). 

				Paul beautifully summarized this reality of forgiveness in two marvelous verses:

				But now, since you have been liberated from sin and have become enslaved to God, you have your fruit, which results in sanctification—and the end is eternal life! For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rm 6:22-23) 

				Reflection and Response

				Have you personally received the gift of eternal life and experienced total forgiveness from your sins through believing in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ?  (See Jn #6:A New Life in Christ.)

				

				Psalm 131

				

	

A Childlike Spirit

				A Davidic •song of ascents.

				1 Lord, my heart is not proud;

				my eyes are not haughty.

				I do not get involved with things

				too great or too difficult for me.

				2 Instead, I have calmed and quieted myself

				like a little weaned child with its mother;

				I am like a little child.

				

				3 Israel, put your hope in the Lord,

				both now and forever.

				A Principle to Live By - Sincere Humility
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				#135 When we consider who God is and what He has done for us, we should worship and serve Him with the utmost humility.

				This psalm speaks both to non-Christians (those who do not know Christ personally) and to Christians (those who have received God's gift of eternal life). Concering of non-Christians, Matthew wrote,

				Then He called a child to Him and had him stand among them." I assure you," He said,"unless you are converted and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child—this one is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven." (Mt 18:2-4) 

				Exhorting Christians, Peter wrote,

				In the same way, you younger men, be subject to the elders. And all of you clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble. (1Pt 5:5; see also Jms 4:10.)  (See 1Pt #11:Demonstrating Humility.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to be prideful, even when we understand God's gift of grace in our lives? 

				

				Psalm 132

				

	

David and Zion Chosen

				A •song of ascents.

				1 Lord, remember David

				and all the hardships he endured,

				2 and how he swore an oath to the Lord,

				making a vow to the Mighty One of Jacob:

				3 "I will not enter my housepo

				or get into my bed,pp

				4 I will not allow my eyes to sleep

				or my eyelids to slumber

				5 until I find a place for the Lord,

				a dwelling for the Mighty One of Jacob."

				

				6 We heard of the ark in Ephrathah;

				we found it in the fields of Jaar.

				7 Let us go to His dwelling place;

				let us worship at His footstool.

				8 Rise up, Lord, come to Your resting place,

				You and Your powerful ark.

				9 May Your priests be clothed with righteousness,

				and may Your godly people shout for joy.

				A Principle to Live By - A Living Temple
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				#136 As God's living temple, we are to have an intense desire to be transformed into the image of the Lord Jesus Christ.

				This section of Psalm 132 speaks about David's involvement in bringing the ark of the covenant up to Jerusalem. He described his intent hyperbolically—not to rest until he achieved this goal (vv. 3-5). Though God did not allow David to build the temple, He eventually enabled him to transport the ark to the Holy City and place it"inside the tent David had set up for it" (2Sm 6:17; see also 1Ch 15:1). 

				David's determination should speak to all of us. Though God no longer dwells in boxes and buildings"made with hands" (Ac 7:48; 17:24), He dwells in His people in the person of the Holy Spirit. We are His temple,"living stones [that] are being built into a spiritual house for a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ" (1Pt 2:5).  (See 1Pt #4:Spiritual Growth.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Peter's description in 1 Peter 2:5 correspond to Paul's exhortations in Romans 12:1-2?

				

				10 Because of Your servant David,

				do not reject Your anointed one.

				

				11 The Lord swore an oath to David,

				a promise He will not abandon:

				"I will set one of your descendantspq

				on your throne.

				12 If your sons keep My covenant

				and My decrees that I will teach them,

				their sons will also sit on your throne forever."

				

				13 For the Lord has chosen •Zion;

				He has desired it for His home:

				14 "This is My resting place forever;

				I will make My home here

				because I have desired it.

				15 I will abundantly bless its food;

				I will satisfy its needy with bread.

				16 I will clothe its priests with salvation,

				and its godly people will shout for joy.

				17 There I will make a •horn grow for David;

				I have prepared a lamp for My anointed one.

				18 I will clothe his enemies with shame,

				but the crown he wearspr will be glorious."  
(Review Ps #68: Making Christ King.)

				Psalm 133

				

	

Living in Harmony

				A Davidic •song of ascents.

				1 How good and pleasant it is

				when brothers live together in harmony!

				2 It is like fine oil on the head,

				running down on the beard,

				running down Aaron's beard

				onto his robes.

				3 It is like the dew of Hermon

				falling on the mountains of •Zion.

				For there the Lord has appointed the blessing —

				life forevermore.

				Psalm 134

				

	

Call to Evening Worship

				A •song of ascents.

				1 Now praise the Lord,

				all you servants of the Lord

				who stand in the Lord's house at night!

				2 Lift up your hands in the holy place

				and praise the Lord!

				

				3 May the Lord,

				Maker of heaven and earth,

				bless you from •Zion.

				A Principle to Live By - The Beauty of Unity

				#137 We should do all we can to dwell together in love and unity so that those who do not know 
the Savior personally will believe.  (Review Ps #127: Praying for Oneness)

				God created us to reflect the perfect and wonderful unity that exists in the eternal community—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. But when sin entered the world through Adam and Eve, it led to disintegration in all human relationships: in marriages, in families, and in the larger social communities, including the nation Israel. However, when God sent Jesus Christ to provide redemption through His blood, He once again made it possible to experience 

				divine oneness and to reflect this unity to all people. This is why Jesus prayed for the apostles and all who would believe through their supernatural message,

				May they all be one, as You, Father, are in Me and I am in You. May they also be one in Us, so the world may believe You sent Me. (Jn 17:21)  (See Jn #33:The Results of Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				What specific things can we do to promote unity in the body of Christ without compromising the specific doctrinal statements of Scripture?  (See Php #3:The Pure Gospel.)

				

				

				Psalm 135

				

	

Yahweh Is Great

				1 •Hallelujah!

				Praise the name of •Yahweh.

				Give praise, you servants of Yahweh

				2 who stand in the house of Yahweh,

				in the courts of the house of our God.

				3 Praise Yahweh, for Yahweh is good;

				sing praise to His name, for it is delightful.

				4 For Yahweh has chosen Jacob for Himself,

				Israel as His treasured possession.

				

				5 For I know that Yahweh is great;

				our Lord is greater than all gods.

				6 Yahweh does whatever He pleases

				in heaven and on earth,

				in the seas and all the depths.

				7 He causes the clouds to rise from the ends of the earth.

				He makes lightning for the rain

				and brings the wind from His storehouses.

				

				8 He struck down the firstborn of Egypt,

				both man and beast.

				9 He sent signs and wonders against you, Egypt,

				against Pharaoh and all his officials.

				10 He struck down many nations

				and slaughtered mighty kings:

				

				11 Sihon king of the Amorites,

				Og king of Bashan,

				and all the kings of Canaan.

				12 He gave their land as an inheritance,

				an inheritance to His people Israel.

				

				13 Yahweh, Your name endures forever,

				Your reputation, Yahweh,

				through all generations.

				14 For Yahweh will vindicate His people

				and have compassion on His servants.

				

				15 The idols of the nations are of silver and gold,

				made by human hands.

				16 They have mouths but cannot speak,

				eyes, but cannot see.

				17 They have ears but cannot hear;

				indeed, there is no breath in their mouths.

				18 Those who make them are just like them,

				as are all who trust in them.

				

				19 House of Israel, praise Yahweh!

				House of Aaron, praise Yahweh!

				20 House of Levi, praise Yahweh!

				You who revere the Lord, praise the Lord!

				21 May the Lord be praised from •Zion;

				He dwells in Jerusalem.

				Hallelujah!

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Reasons for Worship
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				#138 We are to worship God—and God alone—because of who He is and what He has done for us in Jesus Christ.

				Psalm 134 concludes the"songs of ascents" and Psalm 135 begins the final series of psalms, which focus on praise and worship. This first one sets the stage for understanding the reasons we should worship and praise God, as developed and affirmed in the New Testament. 

				1.	God is good (v. 3; see 1Pt 2:2-3). 

				2.	Just as God chose Jacob, He has chosen us in Christ (v. 4; see Eph 1:3-4). 

				3.	God is the only, all-powerful God (v. 5; see Eph 1:18-19). 

				Reflection and Response

				How can we use these great truths about God to give meaning to our praise and worship?  (See Eph #2:Our Position in Christ.)

				

				Psalm 136

				

	

God's Love Is Eternal

				1 Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.

				His love is eternal.

				2 Give thanks to the God of gods.

				His love is eternal.

				3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords.

				His love is eternal.

				4 He alone does great wonders.

				His love is eternal.

				5 He made the heavens skillfully.

				His love is eternal.

				6 He spread the land on the waters.

				His love is eternal.

				7 He made the great lights:

				His love is eternal.

				8 the sun to rule by day,

				His love is eternal.

				9 the moon and stars to rule by night.

				His love is eternal.

				10 He struck the firstborn of the Egyptians

				His love is eternal.

				11 and brought Israel out from among them

				His love is eternal.

				12 with a strong hand and outstretched arm.

				His love is eternal.

				13 He divided the •Red Sea

				His love is eternal.

				14 and led Israel through,

				His love is eternal.

				15 but hurled Pharaoh and his army into the Red Sea.

				His love is eternal.

				16 He led His people in the wilderness.

				His love is eternal.

				17 He struck down great kings

				His love is eternal.

				18 and slaughtered famous kings —

				His love is eternal.

				19 Sihon king of the Amorites

				His love is eternal.

				20 and Og king of Bashan —

				His love is eternal.

				21 and gave their land as an inheritance,

				His love is eternal.

				22 an inheritance to Israel His servant.

				His love is eternal.

				23 He remembered us in our humiliation

				His love is eternal.

				24 and rescued us from our foes.

				His love is eternal.

				25 He gives food to every creature.

				His love is eternal.

				26 Give thanks to the God of heaven!

				His love is eternal.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Immeasurable Love
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				#139 When we worship God, we are consistently to thank Him for His eternal, faithful love.

				Expressing our heart-felt thanks to God is a significant part of authentic worship. His eternal and faithful love should be at the core of all other expressions of thanksgiving. This is why the psalmist repeats"His love is eternal" 26 times, which is not vain repetition if it is expressed from our hearts and if we're growing in our appreciation of this immeasurable attribute. 

				The apostle John reminded us that"God is love" (1Jn 4:16), and this is why Paul prayed a powerful prayer for the Ephesians—and for all of us:

				I pray that you, being rooted and firmly established in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the length and width, height and depth of God's love, and to know the Messiah's love that surpasses knowledge, so you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (Eph 3:17b-19) 

				Reflection and Response

				In what creative ways can we worship God without engaging in what can become meaningless repetition?

				

				Psalm 137

				

	

Lament of the Exiles

				1 By the rivers of Babylon —

				there we sat down and wept

				when we remembered •Zion.

				2 There we hung up our lyres

				on the poplar trees,

				3 for our captors there asked us for songs,

				and our tormentors, for rejoicing:

				"Sing us one of the songs of Zion."

				

				

				4 How can we sing the Lord's song

				on foreign soil?

				5 If I forget you, Jerusalem,

				may my right hand forget its skill.

				6 May my tongue stick to the roof of my mouth

				if I do not remember you,

				if I do not exalt Jerusalem as my greatest joy!

				

				7 Remember, Lord, what the Edomites said

				that day at Jerusalem:

				"Destroy it! Destroy it

				down to its foundations!"

				8 Daughter Babylon, doomed to destruction,

				happy is the one who pays you back

				what you have done to us.

				9 Happy is he who takes your little ones

				and dashes them against the rocks.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Amazing Grace
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				#140 When we worship God, we should express our deep appreciation to God for setting us free from past sins. 

				This psalm reflects on the Babylonian captivity, when the children of Israel longed to once again worship and sing praises in the temple in Jerusalem. It concludes with an honest desire for God's judgment on those who so cruelly devastated the Holy City and many of its inhabitants, including innocent children (v. 9). 

				As Christians, we too were once held captive by sin and Satan, and even mistreated by our enemies. However, we have been redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ (Eph 1:7). As we worship, we should therefore remember what God has done for us in setting us free. Though we have freedom to share our deepest feelings with God and pray for justice, we must remember that vengeance belongs to God (Rm 12:19-21).

				For some of us our appreciation of freedom will be intense because our captivity was severe and prolonged. However, all of us were born in sin, and apart from a godly heritage and God's special grace, any of us could have sunk to the same depths. Therefore, we can all celebrate God's redemptive work in our lives. 

				John Newton considered himself a man who had sunk to the worst kind of inhumane and immoral behavior as a slave trader. Consequently, when he reflected on his salvation experience, he identified himself as a"wretch" and offered profuse praise to God for having rescued him. 

				Reflection and Response

				Though John Newton had a deeper appreciation of God's grace than many of us, how can all of us identify with the message of his hymn?

				Amazing grace! How sweet the sound

				That saved a wretch like me!

				I once was lost, but now am found;

				Was blind, but now I see.

				

				Psalm 138

				

	

A Thankful Heart

				Davidic.

				1 I will give You thanks with all my heart;

				I will sing Your praise before the heavenly beings.ps

				2 I will bow down toward Your holy temple

				and give thanks to Your name

				for Your constant love and truth.

				You have exalted Your name

				and Your promise above everything else.

				3 On the day I called, You answered me;

				You increased strength within me.pt

				

				4 All the kings on earth will give You thanks, Lord,

				when they hear what You have promised.pu

				5 They will sing of the Lord's ways,

				for the Lord's glory is great.

				6 Though the Lord is exalted,

				He takes note of the humble;

				but He knows the haughty from a distance.

				

				7 If I walk into the thick of danger,

				You will preserve my life

				from the anger of my enemies.

				You will extend Your hand;

				Your right hand will save me.

				8 The Lord will fulfill His purpose for me.

				Lord, Your love is eternal;

				do not abandon the work of Your hands.

				A Principle to Live By - Always Giving Thanks
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				#141 When we worship God we should thank Him for His faithful promises. 

				Psalm 138 begins a series of eight Davidic psalms of praise and worship. In this psalm, David may have been reflecting on God's promise that his"throne [would] be established forever" (2Sm 7:16). Prophetically, David understood—in part at least—that"every knee will bow" before Jesus Christ including"all the kings on earth" (Php 2:10-11; Ps 138:4). In this psalm, David thanked God for His promises and affirmed God's purpose for his life (v. 8). (Review Ps #16: Eternal Hope)

				The Scriptures are filled with God's promises, but none is more reassuring than the words,"I will never leave your or forsake you" (Heb 13:5). We can claim this promise now and forever. We must never fail to thank and praise God for our eternal inheritance.  (See Eph #2:Our Position in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what creative ways can we use Paul's reassuring words in Romans 8:31-39 to worship and thank God for His promises?  (See Rm #16:Security in Christ.)

				

				Psalm 139

				

	

The All-Knowing, Ever-Present God

				For the choir director. A Davidic psalm.

				1 Lord, You have searched me and known me.

				2 You know when I sit down and when I stand up;

				You understand my thoughts from far away.

				3 You observe my travels and my rest;

				You are aware of all my ways.

				4 Before a word is on my tongue,

				You know all about it, Lord.

				5 You have encircled me;

				You have placed Your hand on me.

				6 This extraordinary knowledge is beyond me.

				It is lofty; I am unable to reach it.

				

				7 Where can I go to escape Your Spirit?

				Where can I flee from Your presence?

				8 If I go up to heaven, You are there;

				if I make my bed in •Sheol, You are there.

				9 If I live at the eastern horizon

				or settle at the western limits,pv

				10 even there Your hand will lead me;

				Your right hand will hold on to me.

				11 If I say,"Surely the darkness will hide me,

				and the light around me will be night" —

				12 even the darkness is not dark to You.

				The night shines like the day;

				darkness and light are alike to You.

				

				13 For it was You who created my inward parts;pw

				You knit me together in my mother's womb.

				14 I will praise You

				because I have been remarkably and 
wonderfully made. px, py

				Your works are wonderful,

				and I know this very well.  (See Jb #8: When Life Begins; Lk #3: Life at Conception.)

				15 My bones were not hidden from You

				when I was made in secret,

				when I was formed in the depths of the earth.

				16 Your eyes saw me when I was formless;

				all my days were written in Your book and planned

				before a single one of them began.

				

				17 God, how difficultpz Your thoughts are

				for me to comprehend;

				how vast their sum is!

				18 If I counted them,

				they would outnumber the grains of sand;

				when I wake up, qa I am still with You.

				

				19 God, if only You would kill the wicked —

				you bloodthirsty men, stay away from me —

				20 who invoke You deceitfully.

				Your enemies swear by You falsely.

				21 Lord, don't I hate those who hate You,

				and detest those who rebel against You?

				22 I hate them with extreme hatred;

				I consider them my enemies.

				

				23 Search me, God, and know my heart;

				test me and know my concerns.

				24 See if there is any offensiveqb way in me;

				lead me in the everlasting way.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Omniscience

				#142 When we worship God, we should acknowledge that He knows everything about us—past, present, and future. 

				[image: Getz0661.png]

				David was overwhelmed with this great truth: God knew every detail of his life from the moment he was conceived—and even before (vv. 15-16).

				In the New Testament there is a wonderful story that connects Nathanael's experience when he first met Jesus Christ and Jacob's dream at Bethel when he first met God in a very personal way. Nathanael was sitting under a fig tree, probably meditating on Jacob's deceitful character. Nathanael pondered that God in His grace communicated with that scoundrel in a vision—angels ascending and descending on a 
stairway from earth to heaven. 

				Before ever meeting Nathanael face to face, Jesus called out to him,"Here is a true Israelite; no deceit is in him" (Jn 1:47). Jesus was obviously reading Nathanael's mind and knew all about him. Sensing Christ's omniscience, Nathanael declared,"You are the Son of God!" (Jn 1:49).  (See Gn #43:A Born-Again Experience.)

				When we consider the profound knowledge of God, we should respond the same as Nathanael and David. Because God knows our very thoughts even before we speak a word, we should acknowledge His omniscience, worship Him, and seek to walk in His will every moment of every day (Ps 139:4). 

				Reflection and Response

				How does David's specific prayer request in Psalm 139:23-24 apply to us today in terms of being in continual fellowship with God and other believers?

				

				Psalm 140

				

	

Prayer for Rescue

				For the choir director. A Davidic psalm.

				1 Rescue me, Lord, from evil men.

				Keep me safe from violent men

				2 who plan evil in their hearts.

				They stir up wars all day long.

				3 They make their tongues

				as sharp as a snake's bite;

				viper's venom is under their lips.•Selah

				

				4 Protect me, Lord,

				from the clutches of the wicked.

				Keep me safe from violent men

				who plan to make me stumble.qc

				5 The proud hide a trap with ropes for me;

				they spread a net along the path

				and set snares for me.Selah

				

				6 I say to the Lord,"You are my God."

				Listen, Lord, to my cry for help.

				7 Lord God, my strong Savior,

				You shield my head on the day of battle.

				8 Lord, do not grant the desires of the wicked;

				do not let them achieve their goals.

				Otherwise, they will become proud.Selah

				

				9 When those who surround me rise up,qd

				may the trouble their lips cause overwhelm them.

				10 Let hot coals fall on them.

				Let them be thrown into the fire,

				into the abyss, never again to rise.

				11 Do not let a slanderer stay in the land.

				Let evil relentlesslyqe hunt down a violent man.

				

				12 I qf know that the Lord upholds

				the just cause of the poor,

				justice for the needy.

				13 Surely the righteous will praise Your name;

				the upright will live in Your presence.

				Psalm 141

				

	

Protection from Sin and Sinners

				A Davidic psalm.

				1 Lord, I call on You; hurry to help me.

				Listen to my voice when I call on You.

				2 May my prayer be set before You as incense,

				the raising of my hands as the evening 
offering.

				

				3 Lord, set up a guard for my mouth;

				keep watch at the door of my lips.

				4 Do not let my heart turn to any evil thing

				or perform wicked acts

				with men who commit sin.

				Do not let me feast on their delicacies.

				5 Let the righteous one strike me —

				it is an act of faithful love;

				let him rebuke me —

				it is oil for my head;

				let meqg not refuse it.

				Even now my prayer is against

				the evil acts of the wicked.qh

				6 When their rulersqi will be thrown off

				the sides of a cliff,

				the peopleqj will listen to my words,

				for they are pleasing.

				

				7 As when one plows and breaks up the soil,

				turning up rocks,

				so our qk bones have been scattered

				at the mouth of •Sheol.

				

				

				8 But my eyes look to You, Lord God.

				I seek refuge in You; do not let me die.ql

				9 Protect me fromqm the trap they have set for me,

				and from the snares of evildoers.

				10 Let the wicked fall into their own nets,

				while I pass by safely.

				A Principle to Live By - Praying for Protection
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				#143 When we worship God, we should sincerely ask Him to protect us from all evil influences. 

				In Psalms 140 and 141, David asked God to protect him from evil people who would harm him (140:1-4) and to keep him from indulging in their sins (141:1-4,8-10). And when Paul described the pervasiveness of sin and how it has impacted all humanity, he quoted from Psalm 5:9 and 140:3:

				Their throat is an open grave; they deceive with their tongues. Vipers' venom is under their lips. (Rm 3:13)  (See Rm #6:Salvation through Faith.)

				Without salvation in Christ, all humanity can and will gravitate toward evil. Even as those who have received the gift of eternal life, we must pray as Jesus taught us to pray: 

				And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. (Mt 6:13a) 

				Reflection and Response

				In what creative ways can we use the Lord's prayer in both personal and corporate worship?  (See Neh #2:
A Model Prayer.)

				

				Psalm 142

				

	

A Cry of Distress

				A Davidic •Maskil. When he was in the cave. A prayer.

				1 I cry aloud to the Lord;

				I plead aloud to the Lord for mercy.

				2 I pour out my complaint before Him;

				I reveal my trouble to Him.

				3 Although my spirit is weak within me,

				You know my way.

				

				Along this path I travel

				they have hidden a trap for me.

				4 Look to the right and see: qn

				no one stands up for me;

				there is no refuge for me;

				no one cares about me.

				

				5 I cry to You, Lord;

				I say,"You are my shelter,

				my portion in the land of the living."

				6 Listen to my cry,

				for I am very weak.

				Rescue me from those who pursue me,

				for they are too strong for me.

				7 Free me from prison

				so that I can praise Your name.

				The righteous will gather around me

				because You deal generously with me.

				A Principle to Live By - Praise and Petition
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				#144 When we worship God, we should share our deepest feelings—our weaknesses, our fears, and our loneliness. 

				David expressed these feelings as he took refuge in the cave of Adullam, on the run from King Saul. God answered David's prayer by sending sympathetic people into his life.  (Review Ps #54: The Power of Encouragement)

				Though our primary focus should be on praising God for who He is and what He has already done for us, our heavenly Father desires to hear us pour out our hearts to Him for help in the midst of difficult circumstances. 

				Jesus taught this principle when He shared the story of the persistent widow and the unjust judge. If a magistrate"didn't fear God or respect man," how much more will our heavenly Father"grant justice" to His children when we pray for His divine help (Lk 18:1-8)?  (See Lk #39:Persistent Prayer.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to keep praise and petition in proper balance?

				

				Psalm 143

				

	

A Cry for Help

				A Davidic psalm.

				1 Lord, hear my prayer.

				In Your faithfulness listen to my plea,

				and in Your righteousness answer me.

				2 Do not bring Your servant into judgment,

				for no one alive is righteous in Your sight.

				

				3 For the enemy has pursued me,

				crushing me to the ground,

				making me live in darkness

				like those long dead.

				4 My spirit is weak within me;

				my heart is overcome with dismay.

				

				5 I remember the days of old;

				I meditate on all You have done;

				I reflect on the work of Your hands.

				6 I spread out my hands to You;

				I am like parched land before You.•Selah

				

				

				7 Answer me quickly, Lord;

				my spirit fails.

				Don't hide Your face from me,

				or I will be like those

				going down to the •Pit.

				8 Let me experience

				Your faithful love in the morning,

				for I trust in You.

				Reveal to me the way I should go

				because I long for You.

				9 Rescue me from my enemies, Lord;

				I come to You for protection. qo

				10 Teach me to do Your will,

				for You are my God.

				May Your gracious Spirit

				lead me on level ground.

				

				11 Because of Your name, •Yahweh,

				let me live.

				In Your righteousness deliver me from trouble,

				12 and in Your faithful love destroy my enemies.

				Wipe out all those who attack me,

				for I am Your servant.

				A Principle to Live By - A Prayer for Insight
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				#145 When we worship God, we should ask the Holy Spirit to open our hearts to the Word of God so we'll clearly understand His will for our lives.

				In this prayer, David asked God for guidance. Since the Holy Spirit spoke through men to author the Holy Scriptures, and since the Bible records God's will, His Word must have a central place in our worship. (Review Ps #109: Illumination and Discernment.)

				Paul made this clear in his letter to the Colossians:

				Let the message about the Messiah dwell richly among you, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, and singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, with gratitude in your hearts to God. (Col 3:16) 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to make the Word of God a priority in all aspects of our worship experiences?

				

				Psalm 144

				

	

A King's Prayer

				Davidic.

				1 May the Lord, my rock, be praised,

				who trains my hands for battle

				and my fingers for warfare.

				2 He is my faithful love and my fortress,

				my stronghold and my deliverer.

				He is my shield, and I take refuge in Him;

				He subdues my people qp under me.

				

				3 Lord, what is man, that You care for him,

				the son of man, that You think of him?

				

				4 Man is like a breath;

				his days are like a passing shadow.

				

				5 Lord, part Your heavens and come down.

				Touch the mountains, and they will smoke.

				6 Flash Your lightning and scatter the foe;qq

				shoot Your arrows and rout them.

				7 Reach downqr from heaven;

				rescue me from deep water, and set me free

				from the grasp of foreigners

				8 whose mouths speak lies,

				whose right hands are deceptive.

				

				

				9 God, I will sing a new song to You;

				I will play on a ten-stringed harp for You —

				10 the One who gives victory to kings,

				who frees His servant David

				from the deadly sword.

				11 Set me free and rescue me

				from the grasp of foreigners

				whose mouths speak lies,

				whose right hands are deceptive.

				

				12 Then our sons will be like plants

				nurtured in their youth,

				our daughters, like corner pillars

				that are carved in the palace style.

				13 Our storehouses will be full,

				supplying all kinds of produce;

				our flocks will increase by thousands

				and tens of thousands in our open fields.

				14 Our cattle will be well fed.qs

				There will be no breach in the walls,

				no going into captivity,qt

				and no cry of lament in our public squares.

				15 Happy are the people with such blessings.

				Happy are the people whose God is •Yahweh.

				A Principle to Live By - The Incarnation

				[image: Getz0665.png]

				#146 When we worship God, we should thank Him for sending the Lord Jesus Christ to be our Savior from sin.

				In this psalm, David was reflecting on God's revelation of Himself at Mount Sinai (v. 5). More importantly, he was overwhelmed with the thought that God would consider providing a way of redemption for sinful humanity (vv. 3-4). With this in mind, David took up his harp and sang a new song of praise to God, being assured that the Lord would give him victory over his enemies (vv. 9-10). 

				Though David did not understand God's plan to reveal Himself through His Son, he exemplified how all believers should worship and thank God for deliverance. How much more should we praise God for identifying with lost humanity by"taking on the likeness of men" and providing eternal salvation for all who believe and who receive the gift of eternal life (Php 2:5-8). As Paul wrote to the Romans,

				For while we were still helpless, at the appointed moment, Christ died for the ungodly. For rarely will someone die for a just person—though for a good person perhaps someone might even dare to die. But God proves His own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us! (Rm 5:6-8) 

				Reflection and Response

				How should knowing who Jesus Christ is and what He has done for us impact our worship experiences?  (See Jn #2:The Deity of Christ.)

				

				Psalm 145

				

	

Praising God's Greatness

				A Davidic hymn.

				1 I exalt You, my God the King,

				and praise Your name forever and ever.

				2 I will praise You every day;

				I will honor Your name forever and ever.

				

				3 •Yahweh is great and is highly praised;

				His greatness is unsearchable.

				4 One generation will declare Your works to the next

				and will proclaim Your mighty acts.

				5 I qu will speak of Your splendor and glorious majesty

				and qv Your wonderful works.

				6 They will proclaim the power of Your awe-inspiring acts,

				and I will declare Your greatness. qw

				7 They will give a testimony of Your great 
goodness

				and will joyfully sing of Your righteousness.

				

				8 The Lord is gracious and compassionate,

				slow to anger and great in faithful love.

				9 The Lord is good to everyone;

				His compassion rests on all He has made.

				10 All You have made will thank You, Lord;

				theqx godly will praise You.

				11 They will speak of the glory of Your kingdom

				and will declare Your might,

				12 informing all •people of Your mighty acts

				and of the glorious splendor of Your qy 
kingdom.

				13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom;

				Your rule is for all generations.

				

				The Lord is faithful in all His words 

				and gracious in all His actions. qz

				

				14 The Lord helps all who fall;

				He raises up all who are oppressed.ra

				15 All eyes look to You,

				and You give them their food at the proper time.

				16 You open Your hand

				and satisfy the desire of every living thing.

				17 The Lord is righteous in all His ways

				and gracious in all His acts.

				18 The Lord is near all who call out to Him,

				all who call out to Him with integrity.

				19 He fulfills the desires of those who •fear Him;

				He hears their cry for help and saves them.

				20 The Lord guards all those who love Him,

				but He destroys all the wicked.

				21 My mouth will declare Yahweh's praise;

				let every living thing

				praise His holy name forever and ever.

				A Principle to Live By - Specific Blessings

				[image: Getz0666.png]

				#147 We should worship God every day because of who He is and what He has done for us.

				We're not certain when David wrote this psalm, but its placement near the end of the Psalter is significant. Though he was confident that he could praise God eternally, he was also determined to do so every day God gave him on earth. He outlined those things for which he would praise God:

				
						His"glorious majesty" (v. 5a),

						His"wonderful works" (v. 5b),

						His"greatness" (v. 6b),

						His"goodness" (v. 7),

						His graciousness (v. 8a),

						His compassion (v. 8a),

						His"faithful love" (v. 8b),

						His provisions (v. 15),

						His righteousness (v. 17),

						His availability (vv. 18-19), and

						His protection (v. 19b).

				

				Though David was thinking primarily of God's earthly blessings that He promised to Israel if they obeyed His laws (Dt 28:1-14), what he wrote points to the spiritual and eternal blessings we have through Jesus Christ. Paul referred to these blessings in the opening paragraph of his letter to the Ephesians: 

				
						We have been chosen in Christ (Eph 1:4).

						We are redeemed by the blood of Christ (Eph 1:7).

						We are adopted into the family of God (Eph 1:5).

						We are"sealed with the promised Holy Spirit" (Eph 1:13).  (See Eph #2:Our Position in Christ)

				

				Reflection and Response

				How should the specific blessings in Christ impact the way all believers should live their lives?  (See Eph #8:Walking Worthy.)

				

				Psalm 146

				

	

The God of Compassion

				1 •Hallelujah!

				My soul, praise the Lord.

				2 I will praise the Lord all my life;

				I will sing to my God as long as I live.

				

				3 Do not trust in nobles,

				in man, who cannot save.

				4 When his breathrb leaves him,

				

				he returns to the ground;

				on that day his plans die.

				

				5 Happy is the one whose help is the God of Jacob,

				whose hope is in the Lord his God,

				6 the Maker of heaven and earth,

				the sea and everything in them.

				He remains faithful forever,

				7 executing justice for the exploited

				and giving food to the hungry.

				The Lord frees prisoners.

				

				8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind.

				The Lord raises up those who are oppressed.rc

				The Lord loves the righteous.

				9 The Lord protects foreigners

				and helps the fatherless and the widow,

				but He frustrates the ways of the wicked.

				

				10 The Lord reigns forever;

				•Zion, your God reigns for all generations.

				Hallelujah!

				A Principle to Live By - Proper Focus

				[image: Getz0667.png]

				#148 When we lead others in worship, we are to help them focus on God rather than on 
ourselves.

				The last five psalms in the Psalter (Pss 146–150) begin and end with the word"Hallelujah," often translated"Praise the Lord." 

				This principle applies to all those who lead in worship. Thus the psalmist wrote,"Do not trust in nobles, in man, who cannot save" (146:3). Clearly we need leaders, but they are to point us to God and our Savior. Thus, Paul had one goal, which he stated plainly to the Corinthian Christians who were focusing on their leaders rather than on Jesus Christ:

				When I came to you, brothers, announcing the testimony of God to you, I did not come with brilliance of speech or wisdom. For I didn't think it was a good idea to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. (1Co 2:1-2) 

				Reflection and Response

				How can worship leaders point people to Jesus Christ rather than to themselves?  (See 1Co #5:God's Power.)

				

				Psalm 147

				

	

God Restores Jerusalem

				1 •Hallelujah!

				How good it is to sing to our God,

				for praise is pleasant and lovely.

				

				2 The Lord rebuilds Jerusalem;

				He gathers Israel's exiled people.

				3 He heals the brokenhearted

				and binds up their wounds.

				4 He counts the number of the stars;

				He gives names to all of them.

				5 Our Lord is great, vast in power;

				His understanding is infinite.rd

				6 The Lord helps the afflicted

				but brings the wicked to the ground.

				

				7 Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving;

				play the lyre to our God,

				8 who covers the sky with clouds,

				prepares rain for the earth,

				and causes grass to grow on the hills.

				9 He provides the animals with their food,

				and the young ravens, what they cry for.

				

				10 He is not impressed by the strength of a horse;

				He does not value the powerre of a man.

				

				11 The Lord values those who fear Him,

				those who put their hope in His faithful love.

				

				12 Exalt the Lord, Jerusalem;

				praise your God, •Zion!

				13 For He strengthens the bars of your gates

				and blesses your children within you.

				14 He endows your territory with prosperity;rf

				He satisfies you with the finest wheat.

				

				15 He sends His command throughout the earth;

				His word runs swiftly.

				16 He spreads snow like wool;

				He scatters frost like ashes;

				17 He throws His hailstones like crumbs.

				Who can withstand His cold?

				18 He sends His word and melts them;

				He unleashes His winds,rg and the waters flow.

				

				19 He declares His word to Jacob,

				His statutes and judgments to Israel.

				20 He has not done this for any nation;

				they do not know rh His judgments.

				Hallelujah!

				A Principle to Live By - Proclaiming God's Praises
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				#149 When we worship, we should fulfill a major purpose for which God has called us—to proclaim His praises.

				The specific focus in Psalm 147 is thanksgiving for the way God had restored Jerusalem and regathered His chosen people (vv. 1-3). However, the larger focus is the way God chose the children of Israel and revealed His inscripted Word at Mount Sinai. This moved the author to once again utter"Hallelujah," that is,"Praise the Lord" (vv. 19-20). 

				God chose Israel in order to introduce all of us both to the written Word (the Scriptures) and to the living Word of God (the Messiah, Jesus Christ; Jn 1:1,14). True Christians—both Jews and Gentiles—are not a literal nation like Israel, but the apostle Peter wrote,

				But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of the One who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. (1Pt 2:9) (See 1Pt #5:A Holy People.)

				Paul also expressed reasons that we should praise God:

				
						We are favored.

				

				To the praise of His glorious grace that He favored us with in the Beloved. (Eph 1:6)

				
						We have hope.

				

				We who had already put our hope in the Messiah might bring praise to His glory. (Eph 1:12)

				
						We are redeemed.

				

				He is the down payment of our inheritance, for the redemption of the possession, to the praise of His glory. 
(Eph 1:14)

				Reflection and Response

				Why should our wonderful position in the family of God lead us to"sing to the Lord with thanksgiving" 
(Ps 147:7)?  (See Eph #2:Our Position in Christ.)

				

				Psalm 148

				

	

Creation's Praise of the Lord

				1 •Hallelujah!

				Praise the Lord from the heavens;

				praise Him in the heights.

				2 Praise Him, all His angels;

				praise Him, all His •hosts.

				3 Praise Him, sun and moon;

				praise Him, all you shining stars.

				4 Praise Him, highest heavens,

				and you waters above the heavens.

				5 Let them praise the name of •Yahweh,

				for He commanded, and they were created.

				6 He set them in position forever and ever;

				He gave an order that will never pass away.

				

				7 Praise the Lord from the earth,

				all sea monsters and ocean depths,

				8 lightningri and hail, snow and cloud,

				powerful wind that executes His command,

				9 mountains and all hills,

				fruit trees and all cedars,

				10 wild animals and all cattle,

				creatures that crawl and flying birds,

				11 kings of the earth and all peoples,

				princes and all judges of the earth,

				12 young men as well as young women,

				old and young together.

				13 Let them praise the name of Yahweh,

				for His name alone is exalted.

				His majesty covers heaven and earth.

				14 He has raised up a •horn for His people,

				resulting in praise to all His godly ones,

				to the Israelites, the people close to Him.

				Hallelujah!

				A Principle to Live By - God Our Creator

				[image: Getz0669.png]

				#150 Though we may delight in what God has created, we are to worship only Him. 

				In this psalm, the author began his statements about worship by referring to angels and then moved to inanimate objects, such as the sun and moon and stars, all of whom should praise the Lord (19:1-2). Unfortunately, throughout history many people have violated this principle. The intricacy, power, and beauty of creation should have led them to worship the Creator. Instead, they worshiped what God had created rather than God Himself. Paul described these sinful behaviors: 

				For His invisible attributes, that is, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen since the creation of the world, being understood through what He has made. As a result, people are without excuse. . . . Claiming to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man, birds, four-footed animals, and reptiles. . . . They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served something created instead of the Creator, who is praised forever. Amen. (Rm 1:20,22-23,25)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways do we see people in our culture today worshiping what God has created rather than God Himself?  (See 1Tm #14:Materialistic Motivation.)

				

				Psalm 149

				

	

Praise for God's Triumph

				1 •Hallelujah!

				Sing to the Lord a new song,

				His praise in the assembly of the godly.

				2 Let Israel celebrate its Maker;

				let the children of •Zion rejoice in their King.

				3 Let them praise His name with dancing

				and make music to Him with tambourine and lyre.

				4 For •Yahweh takes pleasure in His people;

				He adorns the humble with salvation.

				

				5 Let the godly celebrate in triumphal glory;

				let them shout for joy on their beds.

				

				6 Let the exaltation of God be in their mouthsrj

				and a double-edged sword in their hands,

				7 inflicting vengeance on the nations

				and punishment on the peoples,

				8 binding their kings with chains

				and their dignitaries with iron shackles,

				9 carrying out the judgment decreed against them.

				This honor is for all His godly people.

				Hallelujah!

				A Principle to Live By - New Songs

				[image: Getz0670.png]

				#151 To worship God in our current culture, we should encourage gifted Christians to compose new songs that first and foremost focus on the Word of God and at the same time, reflect current forms of musical expression.

				Reference to singing a"new song" to the Lord is not new in Psalms (see 33:3; 40:3; 98:1; 144:9). Every group of believers at any moment in history needs to compose songs that relate to its particular culture.

				The words of these new songs should always reflect biblical truth. The musical forms should reflect current cultural trends without distracting from God's divine message. We have freedom in presentation, but the means we use should never be a distraction from the message (see Eph 5:19-20; Col 3:16). 

				At the same time, we must not neglect the"new songs" that were composed by Christians in other eras of history. Both the lyrics and the musical scores are a part of our Christian heritage, just as great theological works that have been written over the centuries help us to understand God's redemptive story. 

				Reflection and Response

				Why do musical forms—both past and present—at times become more important in our minds and hearts than the content they are presenting?  (See 2Ch #27: Worship and Music; Ps #152: Freedom in Form.)

				

				Psalm 150

				

	

Praise the Lord

				1 •Hallelujah!

				Praise God in His sanctuary.

				Praise Him in His mighty heavens.

				2 Praise Him for His powerful acts;

				praise Him for His abundant greatness.

				

				3 Praise Him with trumpet blast;

				praise Him with harp and lyre.

				4 Praise Him with tambourine and dance;

				praise Him with flute and strings.

				5 Praise Him with resounding cymbals;

				praise Him with clashing cymbals.

				

				6 Let everything that breathes praise the Lord.

				Hallelujah!

				A Principle to Live By - Freedom in Form

				#152 When we worship God, we should use the freedom God has given us to make our praise meaningful.

				[image: Getz0671.png]

				In this final psalm, the author answers four questions:

				

				
					
						
								
								Questions

							
								
								Answers

							
						

						
								
								Where should we worship?

							
								
								Anywhere (v. 1)

							
						

						
								
								Why should we worship?

							
								
								To praise God for His power and greatness (v. 2)

							
						

						
								
								How should we worship?

							
								
								With both words and a variety of instruments (vv. 3-5)

							
						

						
								
								Who should worship?

							
								
								Everything and everybody (v. 6)

							
						

					
				

				

				God gives His children freedom to use a variety of cultural forms to carry out biblical 
functions at any moment in history. In this case, the function is praise. In their own culture, Israel used a variety of instruments to help them carry out this function. For example, when the walls of Jerusalem were completed under Nehemiah's leadership, they accompanied their praise with the sound of trumpets, cymbals, harps, lyres, and singing so loud the"rejoicing was heard far away" (Neh 12:43).  (See Neh #17:Consistent Celebrations.)

				Today we have the same freedom. The New Testament writers did not even refer to specific instruments. To do so might restrict Christian worship in other cultures of the world. It's God's will that all believers everywhere use instruments that are found in their cultures, just as the children of Israel used instruments found in their culture. We may also use this freedom to worship God without instruments. There are times when voices alone become a wonderful means to praise God. 

				Overall, we must use this freedom of form in a way that always makes our worship experiences meaningful by focusing on the message of the eternal Word of God:"speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and making music from your heart to the Lord" (Eph 5:19).  (Review Ps #151: New Songs)

				Reflection and Response

				Since all of us have various tastes and feelings associated with music, what biblical truths should guide us in our churches today?

				

				

				
					
						a1:1 Lit not walk in

					

					
						b1:1 Lit stand in

					

					
						c1:1 Or or sit in the seat

					

					
						d1:3 Or beside irrigation canals

					

					
						e1:3 Lit in its season

					

					
						f1:5 Lit stand in

					

					
						g2:1 Or conspire, or rage

					

					
						h2:2 Or anointed one

					

					
						i2:3 Lit and throw their ropes from us

					

					
						j2:4 Lit who sits

					

					
						k2:6 Or king

					

					
						l2:7 Or me,"You are My son

					

					
						m2:7 Or your

					

					
						n2:8 Or your

					

					
						o2:8 Or your

					

					
						p2:9 LXX, Syr, Tg read shepherd

					

					
						q2:9 Or you

					

					
						r2:9 Lit a potter's vessel

					

					
						s2:12 Lit Kiss

					

					
						t2:12 Or son, otherwise he

					

					
						u2:12 Lit perish way

					

					
						v2:12 Or his

					

					
						w2:12 Or him

					

					
						x4:1 Or God of my righteousness

					

					
						y4:4 Or Tremble

					

					
						z4:5 Or Offer right sacrifices ; lit Sacrifice sacrifices of righteousness

					

					
						aa5:8 Or of those who lie in wait for me

					

					
						ab5:9 Lit in his mouth

					

					
						ac6:2 Or sick

					

					
						ad6:6 Lit bed

					

					
						ae6:7 LXX, Aq, Sym, Jer read I

					

					
						af7:title LXX, Aq, Sym, Theod, Jer read of the Cushite

					

					
						ag7:2 Lit he

					

					
						ah7:2 Lit ripping, and without a rescuer

					

					
						ai7:4 Or me and have spared

					

					
						aj7:6 LXX reads awake, Lord my God

					

					
						ak7:6 Or me; ordain

					

					
						al7:7 MT reads and return

					

					
						am7:8 Lit integrity on me

					

					
						an7:9 Lit examines hearts and kidneys

					

					
						ao7:10 Lit on

					

					
						ap7:12 Lit He

					

					
						aq7:12 Lit bent ; that is, bent the bow to string it

					

					
						ar8:1 Lit earth, which has set Your splendor upon the heavens

					

					
						as8:2 LXX reads established praise

					

					
						at8:5 LXX reads angels

					

					
						au8:5 Or gods, or a god, or heavenly beings ; lit Elohim

					

					
						av8:6 Or authority

					

					
						aw9:4 Lit my justice and my cause

					

					
						ax9:16 Or justice, snaring

					

					
						ay9:16 LXX, Aq, Syr, Tg read justice, the wicked is trapped

					

					
						az9:18 Alt Hb tradition reads humble

					

					
						ba10:1 Some Hb mss, LXX connect Pss 9–10.

					

					
						bb10:3 Or he blesses the greedy

					

					
						bc10:4 Lit wicked according to the height of his nose

					

					
						bd10:5 Or prosperous

					

					
						be10:15 Lit account You do not find

					

					
						bf10:17 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr read afflicted

					

					
						bg11:1 Lit to your mountain, bird

					

					
						bh11:2 Lit their

					

					
						bi11:4 Lit His eyelids examine

					

					
						bj11:6 Sym; MT reads rain snares, fire

					

					
						bk11:6 Lit be the portion of their cup

					

					
						bl12:4 Lit That say,"By our tongues we are strengthened

					

					
						bm12:7 Some Hb mss, LXX, Jer; other Hb mss read them

					

					
						bn12:7 Some Hb mss, LXX; other Hb mss read him

					

					
						bo12:8 Lit walk about

					

					
						bp13:2 Or up counsels

					

					
						bq14:3 Some Hb mss, some LXX mss add the material found in Rm 3:13-18.

					

					
						br14:5 Or There

					

					
						bs14:5 Lit with the generation of the

					

					
						bt14:7 Or restores His captive people

					

					
						bu14:7 Or let Jacob rejoice; let Israel be glad.

					

					
						bv15:4 Lit in his eyes the rejected is despised

					

					
						bw16:2 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr, Jer; other Hb mss read You

					

					
						bx16:2 Or "Lord, my good; there is none besides You."

					

					
						by16:5 Or allotted portion

					

					
						bz16:8 Lit front of me

					

					
						ca17:3 Or evil; my mouth will not sin

					

					
						cb17:7 Or love, You who save with Your right hand those seeking refuge from adversaries

					

					
						cc17:9 Lit from the presence of

					

					
						cd17:9 Or who plunder me

					

					
						ce17:10 Lit have closed up their fat

					

					
						cf17:11 Vg; one Hb ms, LXX read They cast me out ; MT reads Our steps

					

					
						cg17:11 Lit They set their eyes

					

					
						ch17:12 Lit He is

					

					
						ci17:15 Lit form

					

					
						cj18:8 Or ablaze from Him

					

					
						ck18:13 Some Hb mss, LXX, Tg, Jer; other Hb mss read in

					

					
						cl18:13 Some Hb mss read voice, with hail and fiery coals

					

					
						cm18:14 Or multiplied

					

					
						cn18:22 Lit Indeed, all His ordinances have been in front of me

					

					
						co18:29 Or ridge

					

					
						cp18:33 Or on my high places

					

					
						cq18:40 Or You gave me the necks of my enemies

					

					
						cr18:42 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr, Tg; other Hb mss read I poured them out

					

					
						cs18:44 Lit At the hearing of the ear

					

					
						ct19:1 Or expanse

					

					
						cu19:2 Or Day to day pours out speech, and night to night communicates knowledge

					

					
						cv19:4 LXX, Sym, Syr, Vg; MT reads line

					

					
						cw19:4 Lit In them

					

					
						cx19:5 Lit his

					

					
						cy19:6 Lit its circuit is

					

					
						cz20:6 Some Hb mss, Aq, Sym, Jer, Syr read with the victorious might of

					

					
						da20:9 Or Lord, save. May the king

					

					
						db21:11 Lit they stretch out evil against

					

					
						dc21:12 Lit aim with your bowstrings

					

					
						dd22:1 Or My words of groaning are so far from delivering me

					

					
						de22:7 Lit separate with the lip

					

					
						df22:8 Or Rely on

					

					
						dg22:8 Lit let Him

					

					
						dh22:10 Lit was cast on You from the womb

					

					
						di22:16 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr; other Hb mss read me; like a lion

					

					
						dj22:17 Lit they

					

					
						dk22:20 Lit my only one

					

					
						dl22:21 Lit answered

					

					
						dm22:25 Lit my praise

					

					
						dn22:25 Lit Him

					

					
						do22:26 Or poor, or afflicted

					

					
						dp23:3 Or me in paths of righteousness

					

					
						dq23:4 Or the valley of the shadow of death

					

					
						dr23:6 LXX, Sym, Syr, Tg, Vg, Jer; MT reads will return to

					

					
						ds23:6 Lit Lord for length of days ; traditionally Lord forever

					

					
						dt24:4 Or not lifted up his soul

					

					
						du24:6 LXX; some Hb mss, Syr read seek Your face, God of Jacob ; other Hb mss read seek Your face, Jacob

					

					
						dv25:1 Or To You, Lord, I lift up my soul

					

					
						dw25:6 Or everlasting

					

					
						dx25:13 Or earth

					

					
						dy25:17 Or Relieve the distresses of my heart

					

					
						dz27:14 Lit Lord; let your heart be strong

					

					
						ea28:8 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr; other Hb mss read strength for them

					

					
						eb29:1 Or you angels, or you sons of the mighty ; lit Lord sons of the gods

					

					
						ec29:2 Or in holy attire, or in holy appearance

					

					
						ed29:9 Or the oaks shake

					

					
						ee30:3 Some Hb mss, LXX, Theod, Orig, Syr; other Hb mss, Aq, Sym, Tg, Jer read from going down

					

					
						ef31:5 Or You have redeemed, or You will redeem, or spirit. Redeem

					

					
						eg31:6 One Hb ms, LXX, Syr, Vg, Jer read You

					

					
						eh31:9 Lit my soul and my belly

					

					
						ei31:10 LXX, Syr, Sym read affliction

					

					
						ej31:17 LXX reads brought down

					

					
						ek31:17 Or them perish, or them wail

					

					
						el31:20 Lit canopy

					

					
						em31:21 Or a fortified city

					

					
						en31:24 Lit Let your heart be strong

					

					
						eo32:4 Hb obscure

					

					
						ep32:6 Lit time of finding

					

					
						eq33:7 LXX, Tg, Syr, Vg, Jer read sea as in a bottle

					

					
						er34:5 Some Hb mss, LXX, Aq, Syr, Jer read Look to Him and be

					

					
						es34:10 LXX, Syr, Vg read The rich

					

					
						et34:16 Or cut off

					

					
						eu34:17 Lit They

					

					
						ev35:13 Lit prayer returned to my chest

					

					
						ew35:16 Hb obscure

					

					
						ex35:20 Lit but devise deceitful words

					

					
						ey35:21 Lit Our eyes saw!

					

					
						ez37:3 Or and cultivate faithfulness

					

					
						fa37:9 Or earth

					

					
						fb37:11 Or earth

					

					
						fc37:14 Lit their

					

					
						fd37:17 Or power

					

					
						fe37:22 Or earth

					

					
						ff37:24 Or Lord supports with His hand

					

					
						fg37:29 Or earth

					

					
						fh37:35 Hb obscure

					

					
						fi37:36 DSS, LXX, Syr, Vg, Jer; MT reads Then he passed away, and I

					

					
						fj37:37 Or posterity

					

					
						fk37:38 Or posterity

					

					
						fl38:3 Hb shalom

					

					
						fm38:9 Lit is in front of

					

					
						fn38:10 Or and the light of my eyes — even that is not with me

					

					
						fo38:19 Or numerous

					

					
						fp40:2 Or watery

					

					
						fq40:6 Lit You hollow out ears for me

					

					
						fr40:8 Lit instruction within my inner being

					

					
						fs40:9 Lit not restrain my lips

					

					
						ft41:9 Lit Even a man of my peace

					

					
						fu42:5-6 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr; other Hb mss read Him, the salvation of His presence. 6 My God, I

					

					
						fvPs 43 Many Hb mss connect Pss 42–43

					

					
						fw44:4 LXX, Syr, Aq; MT reads King, God; ordain

					

					
						fx44:14 Lit shaking of the head

					

					
						fy45:6 Or Your divine throne is, or Your throne is God's

					

					
						fz45:6 Or your

					

					
						ga46:9 Lit chariots with fire

					

					
						gb47:9 Lit shields

					

					
						gc48:11 Lit daughters

					

					
						gd48:14 Some Hb mss, LXX; other Hb mss read over death

					

					
						ge49:2 Lit both sons of Adam and sons of man

					

					
						gf49:7 Or Certainly he cannot redeem himself, or Yet he cannot redeem a brother

					

					
						gg49:8 Or costly, it will cease forever

					

					
						gh49:11 LXX, Syr, Tg; MT reads Their inner thought is that their houses are eternal

					

					
						gi49:12 Or honor

					

					
						gj49:13 Lit and after them with their mouth they were pleased

					

					
						gk49:14 Hb obscure

					

					
						gl49:16 Or glory

					

					
						gm49:17 Or glory

					

					
						gn49:20 Or with honor

					

					
						go50:1 Or The Mighty One, God, the Lord, or The God of gods, the Lord

					

					
						gp50:1 Lit from the rising of the sun to its setting

					

					
						gq50:2 Or God shines forth

					

					
						gr50:11 LXX, Syr, Tg read heavens

					

					
						gs50:17 Or and cast My words behind you

					

					
						gt50:21 Lit out before your eyes

					

					
						gu51:9 Lit Hide Your face

					

					
						gv51:10 Or right

					

					
						gw51:12 Or and sustain me with a noble spirit

					

					
						gx51:17 Lit The sacrifices of God are

					

					
						gy51:18 Or rebuild

					

					
						gz52:7 Or riches, and grew strong in his evil desire ; lit his destruction

					

					
						ha53:6 Or restores His captive people

					

					
						hb54:3 Lit They do not set God before them

					

					
						hc54:4 Or is with those who sustain my life

					

					
						hd55:1 Lit hide Yourself from

					

					
						he55:3 Or threat, or oppression

					

					
						hf55:3 LXX, Syr, Sym; MT reads they cause me to totter

					

					
						hg55:6 Lit "Who will give to me . . . dove?

					

					
						hh55:9 Or destroy

					

					
						hi55:9 Lit and divide their tongue

					

					
						hj55:21 Some Hb mss, Sym, Syr, Tg, Jer read His speech is smoother than butter

					

					
						hk56:2 Or many fight against me, O exalted One, or many fight against me from the heights

					

					
						hl56:6 Or They attack

					

					
						hm56:8 Or misery

					

					
						hn56:12 Lit On me the vows

					

					
						ho57:2 Or who avenges me

					

					
						hp57:8 Lit glory

					

					
						hq58:1 Or Can you really speak righteousness in silence?

					

					
						hr58:7 Or their arrows as if they were circumcised ; Hb obscure

					

					
						hs58:7 Or they wither like trampled grass

					

					
						ht58:9 Or thorns, He will sweep it away, whether raw or cooking, or thorns, He will sweep him away alive in fury

					

					
						hu59:7 Lit swords are on

					

					
						hv59:9 Some Hb mss, LXX, Vg, Tg; other Hb mss read his

					

					
						hw59:10 Alt Hb tradition reads My God in His faithful love

					

					
						hx59:13 Lit know to the ends of

					

					
						hy60:1 Lit have burst through

					

					
						hz60:1 Or Turn back to us

					

					
						ia60:4 Or can rally before the archers, or can rally because of the truth

					

					
						ib60:6 Or has promised by His holy nature

					

					
						ic62:3 Some Hb mss read you be struck down

					

					
						id62:10 Lit increases, do not set heart

					

					
						ie63:5 Lit with fat and fatness

					

					
						if63:11 Or him

					

					
						ig64:5 Or thing; lit word

					

					
						ih64:5 Or They hold fast to an evil purpose, or They establish for themselves an evil purpose

					

					
						ii64:5 Or us, or it

					

					
						ij65:1 Or Praise is silence to You, or Praise awaits You

					

					
						ik65:3 Or can forgive, or can wipe out

					

					
						il65:4 Or house, Your holy temple

					

					
						im65:6 Some LXX mss, Vg; MT reads His

					

					
						in65:9 Lit prepare it

					

					
						io65:11 Lit ways drip with fat

					

					
						ip66:9 Lit He sets our soul in life

					

					
						iq66:12 Or a place of satisfaction

					

					
						ir68:4 Or rides through the desert

					

					
						is68:4 Lit Yah

					

					
						it68:6 Or prisoners with joyous music ; Hb uncertain

					

					
						iu68:8 Lit God, this Sinai

					

					
						iv68:13 Or If

					

					
						iw68:13 Or campfires, or saddlebags ; Hb obscure

					

					
						ix68:14 Or Black Mountain

					

					
						iy68:17 Or in holiness

					

					
						iz68:18 Lit among

					

					
						ja68:18 Or even those rebelling against the Lord God's living there, or even rebels are living with the Lord God ; Hb obscure

					

					
						jb68:23 LXX, Syr read dip

					

					
						jc68:24 Or in holiness

					

					
						jd68:25 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr read Officials

					

					
						je68:27 Hb obscure

					

					
						jf68:30 Or peoples, trampling on those who take pleasure in silver, or peoples, trampling on the bars of silver, or peoples, who trample each other for bars of silver

					

					
						jg68:31 Or They bring red cloth, or They bring bronze

					

					
						jh69:35 Or and rebuild

					

					
						ji71:18 Lit me until I

					

					
						jj72:3 Or peace

					

					
						jk72:5 LXX; MT reads May they fear you

					

					
						jl72:7 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr, Jer read May righteousness

					

					
						jm72:7 Or peace

					

					
						jn72:14 Lit their blood is

					

					
						jo72:14 Or valuable

					

					
						jp73:4 Lit For there are no pangs to their death

					

					
						jq73:4 Lit fat

					

					
						jr73:10 Lit turn here

					

					
						js73:10 Lit and waters of fullness are drained by them

					

					
						jt73:15 Lit betrayed the generation of Your sons

					

					
						ju73:16 Lit it was trouble in my eyes

					

					
						jv73:21 Lit my kidneys

					

					
						jw73:24 Or will receive me with honor

					

					
						jx73:26 Lit rock

					

					
						jy74:3 Lit Lift up Your steps

					

					
						jz74:4 Lit in Your meeting place

					

					
						ka74:7 Lit they to the ground

					

					
						kb74:8 Lit every meeting place of God in the land

					

					
						kc74:11 Lit From Your bosom

					

					
						kd74:19 One Hb ms, LXX, Syr read Do not hand over to beasts a soul that praises You

					

					
						ke76:7 Or are awe-inspiring

					

					
						kf76:10 Hb obscure

					

					
						kg76:11 Or tribute with awe

					

					
						kh77:10 Lit "My piercing

					

					
						ki78:18 Lit in their heart

					

					
						kj78:25 Lit Man

					

					
						kk78:25 Lit mighty ones

					

					
						kl78:28 LXX, Syr read in their camp, all around their tents

					

					
						km78:28 Or in its camp, all around its tents

					

					
						kn78:38 Or He wiped out, or He forgave

					

					
						ko78:38 Or stir up

					

					
						kp78:49 Or angels

					

					
						kq78:60 Hb adam

					

					
						kr78:63 Lit virgins were not praised

					

					
						ks78:64 Lit His

					

					
						kt79:8 Or hold the sins of past generations

					

					
						ku79:9 Or and wipe out, or and forgive

					

					
						kv80:5 Lit a one-third measure

					

					
						kw80:10 Lit the cedars of God

					

					
						kx80:15 Hb obscure

					

					
						ky80:15 Or son

					

					
						kz80:16 Lit burned with fire

					

					
						la80:16 Or may they

					

					
						lb81:3 Lit feast

					

					
						lc81:5 LXX, Syr, Jer read out of

					

					
						ld81:16 Lit him

					

					
						le82:1 Or the heavenly beings, or the earthly rulers ; lit elohim

					

					
						lf83:2 Lit have lifted their head

					

					
						lg83:5 Lit they cut a covenant

					

					
						lh83:8 Lit they are an arm

					

					
						li84:2 Or flesh shout for joy to

					

					
						lj84:6 Or Valley of Tears

					

					
						lk84:6 Or pools

					

					
						ll85:1 Or restored Jacob from captivity

					

					
						lm87:7 Lit "All my springs, are

					

					
						ln88:5 Or set free

					

					
						lo88:5 Or hand

					

					
						lp88:18 Or from me, my friends. Oh darkness!

					

					
						lq89:6 Or the angels, or the sons of the mighty

					

					
						lr89:7 Or ones, revered by

					

					
						ls89:19 Or exalted a young man

					

					
						lt89:22 Or not exact tribute from

					

					
						lu89:29 Lit as days of heaven

					

					
						lv89:39 Lit have dishonored his crown to the ground

					

					
						lw89:44 Hb obscure

					

					
						lx90:1 Some Hb mss, LXX; other Hb mss read dwelling place

					

					
						ly90:5 Or You overwhelm them ; Hb obscure

					

					
						lz90:10 Lit The days of our years in them

					

					
						ma90:10 LXX, Tg, Syr, Vg read Even their span is ; Hb obscure

					

					
						mb90:12 Or develop a heart of wisdom

					

					
						mc91:1-2 LXX, Syr, Jer read 2 Almighty, saying, or 2 Almighty, he will say

					

					
						md92:10 Syr reads You have anointed me

					

					
						me93:2 Lit from then

					

					
						mf93:5 Or holiness characterizes

					

					
						mg94:15 Or heart will support ; lit heart after

					

					
						mh95:7 Lit sheep of His hand

					

					
						mi97:7 LXX, Syr read All His angels ; Heb 1:6

					

					
						mj97:8 Lit daughters

					

					
						mk97:11 One Hb ms, LXX, some ancient versions read rises to shine ; Ps 112:4

					

					
						ml97:11 Lit Light is sown

					

					
						mm97:12 Or memory, of His holiness ; lit praise the mention

					

					
						mn100:3 Alt Hb tradition, some Hb mss, LXX, Syr, Vg read and not we ourselves

					

					
						mo101:4 Lit not know

					

					
						mp101:7 Lit in front of my eyes

					

					
						mq102:6 Or a pelican of the desert

					

					
						mr102:20 Lit free sons of death

					

					
						ms102:23 Some Hb mss, LXX read His

					

					
						mt102:24 Lit my days

					

					
						mu103:5 Lit satisfies your ornament ; Hb obscure

					

					
						mv103:16 Lit place no longer knows it

					

					
						mw104:4 Or angels

					

					
						mx104:7-8 Or away. They flowed over the mountains and went down valleys

					

					
						my104:16 Lit are satisfied

					

					
						mz104:19 Lit moon for

					

					
						na104:19 Or the appointed times

					

					
						nb104:24 Lit possessions

					

					
						nc104:30 Or Spirit

					

					
						nd105:5 Lit judgments of His mouth

					

					
						ne105:9 Lit and His oath

					

					
						nf105:22 LXX, Syr, Vg read teaching

					

					
						ng105:24 Lit He

					

					
						nh105:28 LXX, Syr read for they did defy

					

					
						ni105:38 Lit them

					

					
						nj106:20 Alt Jewish tradition reads His or My glory

					

					
						nk106:27 Syr; MT reads would make their descendants fall

					

					
						nl106:28 Lit sacrifices for dead ones

					

					
						nm106:32 Lit and it was evil for Moses

					

					
						nn106:33 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr, Jer; other Hb mss read they rebelled against His Spirit

					

					
						no107:4 Lit They

					

					
						np107:5 Lit their soul fainted

					

					
						nq107:10 Lit They

					

					
						nr107:10 Or the shadow of death

					

					
						ns107:12 Lit hearts

					

					
						nt107:14 Or the shadow of death

					

					
						nu107:23 Lit They

					

					
						nv107:25 Lit of it

					

					
						nw107:26 Lit souls

					

					
						nx107:29 Lit of them

					

					
						ny107:30 Lit when they

					

					
						nz107:43 Lit and let them consider

					

					
						oa108:1 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr add my heart is confident

					

					
						ob108:1 Lit praises, even my glory

					

					
						oc108:7 Or has promised by His holy nature

					

					
						od109:4 Lit but I, prayer

					

					
						oe109:6 Or adversary

					

					
						of109:10 LXX reads beggars, driven far

					

					
						og109:15 Lit Let them

					

					
						oh109:15 Or cut off

					

					
						oi109:24 Lit denied from fat

					

					
						oj109:25 Lit to them

					

					
						ok110:2 One Hb ms, LXX, Tg read You will rule

					

					
						ol110:2 Lit Rule in the midst of Your

					

					
						om110:3 Lit power

					

					
						on110:3 Hb obscure

					

					
						oo111:10 Lit follow them

					

					
						op115:8 Or May those who make them become

					

					
						oq115:9 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr read House of Israel

					

					
						or115:16 Lit Lord's heavens

					

					
						os118:5 Or answered me with freedom

					

					
						ot118:13 LXX, Syr, Jer read I was pushed

					

					
						ou119:9 Or keeping it according to Your

					

					
						ov119:28 Or I weep

					

					
						ow119:32 Lit You enlarge my heart

					

					
						ox119:33 Lit way

					

					
						oy119:33 Or will keep it as my reward

					

					
						oz119:37 Some Hb mss, Tg read word

					

					
						pa119:54 Lit song in the house of my sojourning

					

					
						pb119:57 Lit You are my portion, Lord

					

					
						pc119:109 Lit in my hand

					

					
						pd119:112 Or statutes; the reward is eternal

					

					
						pe119:119 Some Hb mss, DSS, LXX, Aq, Sym, Jer read All the wicked of the earth You count as

					

					
						pf119:120 Lit My flesh shudders

					

					
						pg119:128 Lit I therefore follow carefully

					

					
						ph119:150 Some Hb mss, LXX, Sym, Jer read who maliciously persecute me

					

					
						pi120:4 Lit with coals of the broom bush

					

					
						pj121:5 Lit is your shelter at your right hand

					

					
						pk126:1 Or Lord returned those of Zion who had been captives

					

					
						pl126:4 Or Return our captives

					

					
						pm127:2 Or yes, He gives such things to His loved ones while they sleep

					

					
						pn129:6 Or it can be pulled out

					

					
						po132:3 Lit enter the tent of my house

					

					
						pp132:3 Lit into the couch of my bed

					

					
						pq132:11 Lit set the fruit of your womb

					

					
						pr132:18 Lit but on him his crown

					

					
						ps138:1 Or before the gods, or before judges, or before kings ; Hb elohim

					

					
						pt138:3 Hb obscure

					

					
						pu138:4 Lit hear the words of Your mouth

					

					
						pv139:9 Lit I take up the wings of the dawn; I dwell at the end of the sea

					

					
						pw139:13 Lit my kidneys

					

					
						px139:14 DSS, some LXX mss, Syr, Jer read because You are remarkable and wonderful

					

					
						py139:14 Hb obscure

					

					
						pz139:17 Or precious

					

					
						qa139:18 Some Hb mss read I come to an end

					

					
						qb139:24 Or idolatrous

					

					
						qc140:4 Lit to trip up my steps

					

					
						qd140:9 Lit Head of those who surround me

					

					
						qe140:11 Hb obscure

					

					
						qf140:12 Alt Hb tradition reads You

					

					
						qg141:5 Lit my head

					

					
						qh141:5 Lit of them

					

					
						qi141:6 Or judges

					

					
						qj141:6 Lit cliff, and they

					

					
						qk141:7 DSS reads my ; some LXX mss, Syr read their

					

					
						ql141:8 Or not pour out my life

					

					
						qm141:9 Lit from the hands of

					

					
						qn142:4 DSS, LXX, Syr, Vg, Tg read I look to the right and I see

					

					
						qo143:9 One Hb ms, LXX; some Hb mss read I cover myself to You

					

					
						qp144:2 Some Hb mss, DSS, Aq, Syr, Tg, Jer read subdues peoples ; 
2Sm 22:48; Ps 18:47

					

					
						qq144:6 Lit scatter them

					

					
						qr144:7 Lit down Your hands

					

					
						qs144:14 Or will bear heavy loads, or will be pregnant

					

					
						qt144:14 Or be no plague, no miscarriage

					

					
						qu145:5 LXX, Syr read They

					

					
						qv145:5 LXX, Syr read and they will tell of

					

					
						qw145:6 Alt Hb tradition, Jer read great deeds

					

					
						qx145:10 Lit Your

					

					
						qy145:12 LXX, Syr, Jer; MT reads His

					

					
						qz145:13 One Hb ms, DSS, LXX, Syr; some Hb mss omit The Lord is faithful in all His words and gracious in all His actions.

					

					
						ra145:14 Lit bowed down

					

					
						rb146:4 Or spirit

					

					
						rc146:8 Lit bowed down

					

					
						rd147:5 Lit understanding has no number

					

					
						re147:10 Lit legs

					

					
						rf147:14 Or peace

					

					
						rg147:18 Or breath

					

					
						rh147:20 DSS, LXX, Syr, Tg read He has not made known to them

					

					
						ri148:8 Or fire

					

					
						rj149:6 Lit throat

					

				

			

	

				Proverbs

				Author: Solomon and others

				Date of writing: 970–931 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				The book of Proverbs is in the Wisdom genre. Wisdom is not prophecies or promises; it involves inspired observations about what life typically is like, or how it should be. It gives the divine perspective on life. In Proverbs, King Solomon offered practical observations and advice. Although Solomon was speaking to his son, his wisdom applies equally to daughters; though he was speaking to a youth, his admonitions apply equally to adults; and though he wrote over 2,500 years ago, his inspired observations are still relevant today.

				Proverbs teaches us principles of practical wisdom

				

				

				When Solomon was inspired to write down his instructions to his son, he provided direction on how to teach our own children: control your anger; practice what you preach; start a youth on the right path. From his advice, we can learn wisdom. From his example, we can learn how to teach wisdom to our children.

				Proverbs teaches us principles of parenting

				

				

				The first step in gaining true wisdom is to know and revere God as our Creator. When we stand in awe of Him and worship Him, we put our hearts and minds in the proper attitude so that we are humbly willing to receive correction and direction. Solomon exhorted his son to be teachable, not foolish. A fool is one who does not listen to constructive criticism and stubbornly refuses to pay attention to godly wisdom.

				Proverbs teaches us principles of humble teachability

				

				

				Proverbs teaches us about God's will regarding honesty and integrity in all relationships. Yet the life guided by wisdom is not burdensome; it is in fact the most rewarding and joyful way to live. Following God's plan increases the likelihood of peace and security in this life, and it absolutely promises eternal blessings and rewards in the life to come. We should honor God and follow His design for fulfillment and happiness.

				Proverbs teaches us Principles to Live By

				

			

			
				list of priNciples in proverbs

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

						
								
								1:1-6

							
								
								#1: Teachability

							
								
								No matter how much we know and understand, we are to be open to learn more about God's will and ways.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:8-9

							
								
								#2: Parental Authority

							
								
								To grow in godly wisdom, we are to respect and respond to parental guidance.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								1:10-19

							
								
								#3: The Right Path

							
								
								To grow in godly wisdom, we must choose the path of honesty and integrity.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								1:20-33

							
								
								#4: Being Responsive

							
								
								We must understand that godly wisdom is available to all who will listen and learn.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								2:1-5

							
								
								#5: Personal Diligence

							
								
								To gain godly wisdom, we must sincerely and earnestly search for it.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								2:6-10

							
								
								#6: Wisdom from Above

							
								
								Though we are to be diligent in studying the Scriptures, we are to earnestly ask God to enlighten our hearts and minds so we'll be able to comprehend and apply His wisdom.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								2:11-22

							
								
								#7: Moral Purity

							
								
								To live in harmony with God's wisdom, we must avoid any form of immorality.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								3:1-6

							
								
								#8: Heart Knowledge

							
								
								To walk in God's will, we must allow His Word to penetrate our innermost being.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								3:7-12

							
								
								#9: Godly Fear

							
								
								To experience the positive benefits that come with divine wisdom, we must live our lives motivated by godly fear.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								3:13-26

							
								
								#10: God's Provisions and Protection

							
								
								To experience a sense of peace and security in this life as well as eternal blessings and rewards in the life to come, we must focus on living in God's will.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								3:27-30

							
								
								#11: The Greatest 
Commands

							
								
								To live in harmony with God's wisdom, we are to treat both fellow Christians and non-Christians fairly, justly, and compassionately.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								4:1-27

							
								
								#12: Parental Nurture

							
								
								When parents nurture their children, they should model with their lives and teach with their words that godly wisdom is more important than any other thing that their children can acquire.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								5:1-14

							
								
								#13: Overcoming Sexual Temptation

							
								
								To avoid the trap of immorality, we must flee from anything that might cause us to yield to sexual temptation.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								5:15-17

							
								
								#14: One Man–One Woman

							
								
								To live according to godly wisdom, we must be committed to monogamy in marriage, which was God's perfect plan when He created Eve for Adam.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								6:1-5

							
								
								#15: Economic Wisdom

							
								
								We should avoid becoming involved in economic agreements that will interfere with biblical priorities.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								6:6-11

							
								
								#16: A Biblical Work Ethic

							
								
								Though sin has impacted all creation, we are to be diligent and industrious, meeting our personal needs, providing for our families, and supporting God's work.

							
								
								16

							
						

						
								
								6:16-19

							
								
								#17: Keeping God's 
Commandments

							
								
								With God's help, we are to demonstrate humility, honesty, and integrity in all relationships.

							
								
								17

							
						

						
								
								6:20–7:27

							
								
								#18: Sexual Sins

							
								
								We are to avoid all immorality, especially adultery.

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								8:1-21

							
								
								#19: Godly versus 
Ungodly Wisdom

							
								
								We must follow the leadership of the Holy Spirit rather than our worldly desires.

								

							
								
								19

							
						

						
								
								8:22-31

							
								
								#20: Knowing God

							
								
								To understand and apply godly wisdom, we must enter into a personal relationship with the Father through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								20

							
						

						
								
								8:32–9:18

							
								
								#21: The Way to God

							
								
								If we are to discover true meaning and fulfillment in life—now and eternally—we must come to God through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								21

							
						

						
								
								10:1-32

							
								
								#22: Righteous Living

							
								
								With God's guidance and strength, we are to choose the path of righteousness in order to experience God's sustaining grace.

							
								
								22

							
						

						
								
								11:24-26

							
								
								#23: Generous Giving

							
								
								We are to model generosity, knowing that God will reward us with grace in this life and riches in the life to come. 

							
								
								23

							
						

						
								
								12:16-25

							
								
								#24: The Power of Words

							
								
								We should look for opportunities to use words that will encourage fellow 
believers.

							
								
								24

							
						

						
								
								13:20-21

							
								
								#25: An Important Balance

							
								
								We are to be witnesses for Christ in the world without becoming conformed to the world.

							
								
								25

							
						

						
								
								14:1-11

							
								
								#26: A Godly Woman

							
								
								Women who profess to be Christians are to imitate Jesus Christ's attitudes and actions in all of their relationships.

							
								
								26

							
						

						
								
								14:29

							
								
								#27: Mature Perceptions

							
								
								To keep anger from being sinful, we must more and more develop our knowledge and understanding of ourselves and others.

							
								
								27

							
						

						
								
								15:1-18

							
								
								#28: Controlling the Tongue

							
								
								We are to control what we say so that we can be peacemakers rather than those who create chaos and confusion.

							
								
								28

							
						

						
								
								15:33

							
								
								#29: The Path to Honor

							
								
								If we are to be truly honored by God and others, we must first of all demonstrate a true spirit of humility.

							
								
								29

							
						

						
								
								16:1-19

							
								
								#30: Pride versus Humility

							
								
								As Christians, we should be characterized by humility, not pride and arrogance.

							
								
								30

							
						

						
								
								17:14

							
								
								#31: Able to Teach

							
								
								We should do what we can to avoid arguments and quarrels.

							
								
								31

							
						

						
								
								18:1

							
								
								#32: Mutual Edification

							
								
								As believers, we are to be in fellowship with one another. 

							
								
								32

							
						

						
								
								19:17

							
								
								#33: Helping the Poor

							
								
								We are to do what we can to help the poor, realizing that when we do we are serving God.

							
								
								33

							
						

						
								
								20:22

							
								
								#34: The Rule of Law

							
								
								We are never to take the law into our own hands and take vengeance on those who have engaged in evil against us.

							
								
								34

							
						

						
								
								21:6

							
								
								#35: Honesty and Integrity

							
								
								We're always to be honest and fair in our business practices.

							
								
								35

							
						

						
								
								22:6

							
								
								#36: The Growth Process

							
								
								Parents are to understand the unique way God has created their children and nurture them accordingly.

							
								
								36

							
						

						
								
								23:13-14

							
								
								#37: Criminal Behavior

							
								
								To deal effectively with criminal behavior, we are to support our judicial system and various forms of punishment.

							
								
								37

							
						

						
								
								23:15-25

							
								
								#38: A Gift to Parents

							
								
								We should live in the will of God so that we will bring happiness into our parent's lives rather than sadness.

							
								
								38

							
						

						
								
								23:29-35

							
								
								#39: Addictive 
Behaviors

							
								
								To reflect Christian maturity, we must not be addicted to anything that interferes with clear thinking and godly living.

							
								
								39

							
						

						
								
								24:21-22

							
								
								#40: Civic 
Responsibility

							
								
								We are to honor and respect those who have government authority—regardless of their religious point of view—but we are always to honor God first.

							
								
								40

							
						

						
								
								25:21-22

							
								
								#41: Demonstrating Christ's Love

							
								
								We are to love and pray for our enemies.

							
								
								41

							
						

						
								
								25:1-2

							
								
								#42: Humble Planning

							
								
								We should always plan ahead with a sense of humility.

							
								
								42

							
						

						
								
								28:13

							
								
								#43: Confessing Sins

							
								
								We are to acknowledge and confess our sins in order to experience fellowship with God.

							
								
								43

							
						

						
								
								29:18

							
								
								#44: God's Inspired 
Revelation

							
								
								To discover God's will, we should meditate on God's inspired Word.

							
								
								44

							
						

						
								
								30:5-6

							
								
								#45: God's Inspired Word

							
								
								We must never add to or take away from God's eternal Word as revealed in the Holy Scriptures.

							
								
								45

							
						

						
								
								31:1-3

							
								
								#46: Consistent 
Parenting

							
								
								To be successful, parents must not only teach God's truth to their children but be on guard against failing to practice what they teach.

							
								
								46

							
						

						
								
								31:10-31

							
								
								#47: A Godly Wife

							
								
								When contemplating marriage, every man should consider inner qualities in a woman as more important than external beauty.

							
								
								47

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Proverbs

				The Purpose of Proverbs

				1 The proverbs of Solomon son of David, 
 king of Israel:

				2 For learning what wisdom and 
discipline are;

				for understanding insightful sayings;

				3 for receiving wise instruction

				in righteousness, justice, and integrity;

				4 for teaching shrewdness to the inexperienced,a

				knowledge and discretion to a young man —

				5 a wise man will listen and increase his learning,

				and a discerning man will obtain guidance —

				6 for understanding a proverb or a parable,b

				the words of the wise, and their riddles.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Teachability

				[image: Getz0672.png]

				#1 No matter how much we know and understand, we are to be open to learn more about God's will and ways.

				One mark of wisdom is the willingness to"listen" with the intent to understand. In the New Testament, Apollos certainly applied this principle in the way he responded to the invitation from Aquila and Priscilla to understand more clearly the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

				Luke explained that Apollos was"an eloquent man who was powerful in the use of the Scriptures" (Ac 18:24). Even prior to his decision to follow Jesus Christ, he was a brilliant Jewish scholar. In spite of his knowledge of the Old Testament, Apollos didn't understand that John the Baptist's message was incomplete. Consequently, when Priscilla and Aquila heard him teaching in the synagogue in Ephesus, they invited him to their home"and explained the way of God to him more accurately" (Ac 18:26). He listened and learned, and God used his new insights to expand the true message of Christianity throughout the Roman world.  (See Ac #34:Serving Together.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is Apollos a great model, particularly for Christian leaders?

				

				7 The •fear of the Lord

				is the beginning of knowledge;

				fools despise wisdom and discipline.

				

	

Avoid the Path of the Violent

				8 Listen, my son, to your father's instruction,

				and don't reject your mother's teaching,

				9 for they will be a garland of grace on your head

				and a gold chain around your neck.

				A Principle to Live By - Parental Authority
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				#2 To grow in godly wisdom, we are to respect and respond to parental guidance. 

				Solomon emphasized the importance of obeying parents. Paul confirmed this principle in his letter to the Ephesians:

				Children, obey your parents as you would the Lord, because this is right. Honor your father and mother, which is the first commandment with a promise, so that it may go well with you and that you may have a long life in the land. (Eph 6:1-3; see also Col 3:20.)  (See 1Sm #35: Honoring Parents; Pr #38: A Gift to Parents.)

				Paul was not asking children to do things that violate the clear teachings of the Word of God simply because of parental authority. He would certainly agree with Peter, who said,"We must obey God rather than men" (Ac 5:29). On the other hand, this does not give children the right to disobey their parents simply because they're not Christians. Not all unbelieving fathers and mothers are unwise and unbiblical in what they require of their children. 

				When children who are Christians grow up in homes where parents are not believers, they often need wisdom to know how to respond to parental authority that appears to violate scriptural teaching. In these situations, they may need wisdom from believing adults who can help them relate to their parents in wise and discerning ways.

				Reflection and Response

				Since both Solomon and Paul were referring primarily to grown children, how can we teach younger children to respect and respond to parental guidance? (Review Pr #36: The Growth Process.)

				

				10 My son, if sinners entice you,

				don't be persuaded.

				11 If they say —"Come with us!

				Let's set an ambush and kill someone.c

				Let's attack some innocent person just for fun!d

				12 Let's swallow them alive, like •Sheol,

				still healthy as they go down to the •Pit.

				13 We'll find all kinds of valuable property

				and fill our houses with plunder.

				14 Throw in your lot with us,

				and we'll all share our money"e —

				15 my son, don't travel that road with them

				or set foot on their path,

				16 because their feet run toward trouble

				and they hurry to commit murder.f

				17 It is foolish to spread a net

				where any bird can see it,

				18 but they set an ambush to kill themselves;g

				they attack their own lives.

				19 Such are the paths of all who make profit 
dishonestly;

				it takes the lives of those who receive it.h

				A Principle to Live By - The Right Path
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				#3 To grow in godly wisdom, we must choose the path of honesty and integrity.

				In this paragraph, Solomon was warning a chronologically mature son who was tempted to join a group of bandits who abused innocent people, stole, and even committed murder (vv. 11-12). This is a path that leads to destruction. It's the way of Cain who rebelled against God and murdered his brother (Gn 4:1-12). 

				Jesus Christ used a similar metaphor to illustrate this same truth:

				Enter through the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the road is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who go through it. How narrow is the gate and difficult the road that leads to life, and few find it. (Mt 7:13-14)  (See Mt #19:The Way of Salvation.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does choosing the right path relate to God's plan of salvation? (See Jn 14:6.)

				

				

	

Wisdom's Plea

				20 Wisdom calls out in the street;

				she raises her voice in the public squares.

				21 She cries out abovei the commotion;

				she speaks at the entrance of the city •gates:

				22 "How long, foolish ones, will you love 
ignorance?

				How long will you mockers enjoy mocking

				and you fools hate knowledge?

				23 If you respond to my warning,j

				then I will pour out my spirit on you

				and teach you my words.

				24 Since I called out and you refused,

				extended my hand and no one paid attention,

				25 since you neglected all my counsel

				and did not accept my correction,

				26 I, in turn, will laugh at your calamity.

				I will mock when terror strikes you,

				27 when terror strikes you like a storm

				and your calamity comes like a whirlwind,

				when trouble and stress overcome you.

				28 Then they will call me, but I won't answer;

				they will search for me, but won't find me.

				29 Because they hated knowledge,

				didn't choose to fear the Lord,

				30 were not interested in my counsel,

				and rejected all my correction,

				31 they will eat the fruit of their way

				and be glutted with their own schemes.

				32 For the turning away of the inexperienced will kill them,

				and the complacency of fools will destroy them.

				33 But whoever listens to me will live securely

				and be free from the fear of danger."

				A Principle to Live By - Being Responsive
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				#4 We must understand that godly wisdom is available to all who will listen and learn.

				Solomon personified Wisdom as a godly woman and later contrasted her behavior with the seductive invitation of an immoral woman (2:16-19). Here he was teaching that wisdom is everywhere about us and is available. It is not some secret message or hidden code. 

				When Jesus addressed the seven churches in Asia, He concluded each letter with the charge,"Anyone who has an ear should listen to what the Spirit says to the churches" (Rv 2:7,11,17,29; 3:6,13,22). He still issues this charge to all believers. We are fortunate to have the Scriptures in their entirety; but it's easy to ignore God's Word, which is indeed God's wisdom revealed to us by the Holy Spirit. Listen to the apostle Peter:

				First of all, you should know this: No prophecy of Scripture comes from one's own interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by the will of man; instead, men spoke from God as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. (2Pt 1:20-21)  (See 2Pt #3:The Word of God.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do so many Christians ignore the principles for living that come from the Scriptures and choose another path?

				

				

	

Wisdom's Worth

				2 My son, if you accept my words

				and store up my commands within you,

				2 listening closelyk to wisdom

				and directing your heart to understanding;

				3 furthermore, if you call out to insight

				and lift your voice to understanding,

				4 if you seek it like silver

				and search for it like hidden treasure,

				5 then you will understand the •fear of the Lord

				and discover the knowledge of God.

				A Principle to Live By - Personal Diligence
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				#5 To gain godly wisdom, we must sincerely and earnestly search for it.

				This principle focuses on human responsibility and personal diligence. We are to seek wisdom like miners search for silver and hidden treasure. 

				Jesus emphasized this dimension in our spiritual lives when He exhorted His listeners,"Keep searching, and you will find" (Mt 7:7).

				In today's world, many of us are fortunate to have at our disposal the written Word of God. Yet, how easy it is to allow our Bibles to gather dust and to fail to read and study this great repository of God's eternal wisdom.  (See 2Tm #8:Standing Firm on Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some Christians fail to study the Scriptures and even refuse to listen when God's truth is being taught by godly leaders?

				

				6 For the Lord gives wisdom;

				from His mouth come knowledge and 
understanding.

				7 He stores up successl for the upright;

				He is a shield for those who live with integrity

				8 so that He may guard the paths of justice

				and protect the way of His loyal followers.

				9 Then you will understand righteousness, justice,

				and integrity — every good path.

				10 For wisdom will enter your mind,

				and knowledge will delight your heart.

				A Principle to Live By - Wisdom from Above
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				#6 Though we are to be diligent in studying the Scriptures, we are to earnestly ask God to enlighten our hearts and minds so we'll be able to comprehend and apply His wisdom.

				God is ready and willing to give us wisdom when we faithfully and sincerely ask for it. God blended this divine dimension with human responsibility when He stated,"Keep asking, and it will be given to you" (Mt 7:7). 

				James elaborated on this great truth when he wrote,

				Now if any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives to all generously and without 
criticizing, and it will be given to him. (Jms 1:5)  (Review Pr #19: Godly versus Ungodly Wisdom)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to ask God for wisdom even though we have God's written Word at our disposal?  (See Ps #109:Illumination and Discernment.)

				

				11 Discretion will watch over you,

				and understanding will guard you,

				12 rescuing you from the way of evil —

				from the one who says perverse things,

				13 from those who abandon the right paths

				to walk in ways of darkness,

				14 from those who enjoy doing evil

				and celebrate perversion,

				15 whose paths are crooked,

				and whose ways are devious.

				16 It will rescue you from a forbidden woman,

				from a strangerm with her flattering talk,

				17 who abandons the companion of her youth

				and forgets the covenant of her God;

				18 for her house sinks down to death

				and her ways to the land of the departed spirits.

				19 None return who go to her;

				none reach the paths of life.

				20 So follow the way of good people,

				and keep to the paths of the righteous.

				21 For the upright will inhabit the land,

				and those of integrity will remain in it;

				22 but the wicked will be cut off from the land,

				and the treacherous uprooted from it.

				A Principle to Live By - Moral Purity
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				#7 To live in harmony with God's wisdom, we must avoid any form of immorality.

				In the book of Proverbs, godly wisdom is personified as a pure, chaste woman (1:20-21,33). By contrast, earthly wisdom is personified as a seductive and sinful woman since sexual immorality is intricately related to all kinds of evil behavior (2:16-19). 

				The apostle Paul warned the Ephesian believers against an immoral lifestyle. Sexual immorality was a part of the Ephesians' worship in the temple of Artemis, a fertility goddess who was served by many prostitute priestesses (Ac 19:23-34). During Paul's three-year ministry in this pagan city, many Ephesians professed faith in Jesus Christ. Later, he addressed this issue directly and specifically:

				But sexual immorality and any impurity or greed should not even be heard of among you, as is proper for saints. Coarse and foolish talking or crude joking are not suitable, but rather giving thanks. For know and recognize this: Every sexually immoral or impure or greedy person, who is an idolater, does not have an inheritance in the kingdom of the Messiah and of God. (Eph 5:3-5)  (See Eph #11:Walking in Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways does sexual immorality impact other aspects of a person's behavior?

				

				

	

Trust the Lord

				3 My son, don't forget my teaching,

				but let your heart keep my commands;

				2 for they will bring you

				many days, a full life,n and well-being.

				3 Never let loyalty and faithfulness leave you.

				Tie them around your neck;

				write them on the tablet of your heart.

				

				4 Then you will find favor and high regard

				in the sight of God and man.

				

				5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart,

				and do not rely on your own understanding;

				6 think about Him in all your ways,

				and He will guide you on the right paths.o

				A Principle to Live By - Heart Knowledge
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				#8 To walk in God's will, we must allow His Word to penetrate our innermost being.

				Head knowledge alone is not adequate to motivate us to walk in God's will. We also need heart knowledge. This is why Solomon used words such as"knowledge and discretion" as well as"understanding" to describe godly wisdom (1:4; 2:2). 

				Our primary source for wisdom is God's Word as revealed in the Holy Scriptures. Since scriptural truth has indeed come from God (2Tm 3:16-17), it can penetrate to our innermost being. The author of Hebrews wrote,

				For the word of God is living and effective and sharper than any double-edged sword, penetrating as far as the separation of soul and spirit, joints and marrow. It is able to judge the ideas and thoughts of the heart. (Heb 4:12)  (See Heb #7:The Word of God.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we make sure that our knowledge of Scripture impacts our total being?  (See 1Th #13:Holistic Christian Living.)

				

				7 Don't consider yourself to be wise;

				•fear the Lord and turn away from evil.

				8 This will be healing for your bodyp

				and strengthening for your bones.  (See Jms #14: Prayers of the Righteous.)

				9 Honor the Lord with your possessions

				and with the first produce of your entire harvest;

				10 then your barns will be completely filled,

				and your vats will overflow with new wine.  (See 1Co #32: Generous Giving; 2Co #16: Guidelines for Generosity.)

				11 Do not despise the Lord's instruction, my son,

				and do not loathe His discipline;

				12 for the Lord disciplines the one He loves,

				just as a father, the son he delights in.  (See Heb #19: God's Discipline.)

				A Principle to Live By - Godly Fear
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				#9 To experience the positive benefits that come with divine wisdom, we must live our lives motivated by godly fear.

				The Hebrew word"fear" used here by Solomon and throughout the book of Proverbs calls for reverence (v. 7b). Used in context, it simply means to humbly submit ourselves to God, to stand in awe of who He is—the omniscient (all knowing), omnipresent (existing everywhere), and omnipotent (all powerful) Lord. This is why Solomon opened this treasury of divine truth by stating,"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and discipline" (1:7; see also 9:10; 15:33).  (See Dt #10:Godly Fear.)

				Being generous with our material possessions is a reflection of how we view God (3:9-10). Selfish materialism is a form of idolatry and does not reflect reverence for the One who has given us the greatest gift that can be given—eternal life in Jesus Christ (2Co 9:15). 

				Living our lives before God in reverence and awe is not just an Old Testament concept. Paul exhorted the Philippians,

				So then, my dear friends, just as you have always obeyed, not only in my presence, but now even more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God who is working in you, enabling you both to desire and to work out His good purpose. (Php 2:12-13)  (See Php #7:Exemplifying the Incarnation.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to understand what it means to fear and reverence God and at the same time to have a sense of comfort in His presence as our heavenly Father?

				

				

	

Wisdom Brings Happiness

				13 Happy is a man who finds wisdom

				and who acquires understanding,

				14 for she is more profitable than silver,

				and her revenue is better than gold.

				

				15 She is more precious than jewels;

				nothing you desire compares with her.

				16 Long lifeq is in her right hand;

				in her left, riches and honor.

				17 Her ways are pleasant,

				and all her paths, peaceful.

				18 She is a tree of life to those who embrace her,

				and those who hold on to her are happy.

				

				19 The Lord founded the earth by wisdom

				and established the heavens by understanding.

				20 By His knowledge the watery depths broke open,

				and the clouds dripped with dew.

				

				21 Maintain your competence and discretion.

				My son, don't lose sight of them.

				22 They will be life for your  

				and adornments for your neck.

				23 Then you will go safely on your way;

				your foot will not stumble.

				24 When you lie t down, you will not be afraid;

				you will lie down, and your sleep will be 
pleasant.

				25 Don't fear sudden danger

				or the ruin of the wicked when it comes,

				26 for the Lord will be your confidenceu

				and will keep your foot from a snare.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Provisions and Protection
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				#10 To experience a sense of peace and security in this life as well as eternal blessings and rewards in the life to come, we must focus on living in God's will. 

				Solomon exhorted the children of Israel to"Honor the Lord with [their] possessions and with the first produce of [their] entire harvest" (v. 9). If they did, the blessing would be material prosperity (v. 10). However, even in this Old Testament setting, Solomon—a very rich man—emphasized that true happiness comes from having wisdom, not material wealth (vv. 13-15). 

				In the New Testament, the focus for being faithful with our material possessions is definitely on eternal blessings and rewards rather than on material prosperity in this life. Jesus taught this principle in His Sermon on the Mount:

				Don't collect for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal. But collect for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves don't break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Mt 6:19-21)  (See Mt #15:Eternal Treasures.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul's view of God's protection and provision in Philippians 1:20-21 and 4:12-13 vary from Solomon's view in Proverbs 3:9-10 and 3:24-26?

				

				

	

Treat Others Fairly

				27 When it is in your power,v

				don't withhold good from the one it belongs to.

				28 Don't say to your neighbor,"Go away! Come back later.

				I'll give it tomorrow" — when it is there with you.

				29 Don't plan any harm against your neighbor,

				for he trusts you and lives near you.

				30 Don't accuse anyone without cause,

				when he has done you no harm.

				A Principle to Live By - The Greatest Commands
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				#11 To live in harmony with God's wisdom, we are to treat both fellow Christians and non-Christians fairly, justly, and compassionately.

				On one occasion, a Pharisee—an expert in the law—asked Jesus which command was the greatest. Without hesitation, Jesus responded, 

				Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and most important command. The second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets depend on these two commands. (Mt 22:37-40; see also Pr 21:10.)  (See Jn #28:Modeling Love.)

				With these two commands, Jesus was teaching what it means to"fear the Lord"—which is"the beginning of wisdom" (Pr 9:10)—and how this kind of wisdom will impact our relationship with others (3:27-30). 

				Paul clarified that although our priorities should be fellow Christians, our"neighbors" also include non-believers:

				Therefore, as we have opportunity, we must work for the good of all, especially for those who belong to the household of faith. (Gl 6:10) 

				Reflection and Response

				What examples can you cite where you have observed Christians demonstrating this kind of practical wisdom toward others?

				

				31 Don't envy a violent man

				or choose any of his ways;

				32 for the devious are detestable to the Lord,

				but He is a friendw to the upright.

				33 The Lord's curse is on the household of the wicked,

				but He blesses the home of the righteous;

				34 He mocks those who mock,

				but gives grace to the humble.

				35 The wise will inherit honor,

				but He holds up fools to dishonor.x  (See Ps #36:An Eternal Perspective.)

				

	

A Father's Example

				4 Listen, my sons, to a father's discipline,

				and pay attention so that you may gain 
 understanding,

				2 for I am giving you good instruction.

				Don't abandon my teaching.

				3 When I was a son with my father,

				tender and precious to my mother,

				4 he taught me and said:

				"Your heart must hold on to my words.

				Keep my commands and live.

				5 Get wisdom, get understanding;

				don't forget or turn away from the words of my mouth.

				6 Don't abandon wisdom, and she will watch over you;

				love her, and she will guard you.

				7 Wisdom is supreme — so get wisdom.

				And whatever else you get, get understanding.

				8 Cherish her, and she will exalt you;

				if you embrace her, she will honor you.

				9 She will place a garland of grace on your head;

				she will give you a crown of beauty."

				

	

Two Ways of Life

				10 Listen, my son. Accept my words,

				and you will live many years.

				11 I am teaching you the way of wisdom;

				I am guiding you on straight paths.

				

				12 When you walk, your steps will not 
be hindered;

				when you run, you will not stumble.

				13 Hold on to instruction; don't let go.

				Guard it, for it is your life.

				14 Don't set foot on the path of the wicked;

				don't proceed in the way of evil ones.

				15 Avoid it; don't travel on it.

				Turn away from it, and pass it by.

				16 For they can't sleep

				unless they have done what is evil;

				they are robbed of sleep

				unless they make someone stumble.

				17 They eat the bread of wickedness

				and drink the wine of violence.

				18 The path of the righteous is like the light of dawn,

				shining brighter and brighter until midday.

				19 But the way of the wicked is like the 
darkest gloom;

				they don't know what makes them stumble.  (See Ps #1:The Right Choice.)

				

	

The Straight Path

				20 My son, pay attention to my words;

				listen closely to my sayings.

				21 Don't lose sight of them;

				keep them within your heart.

				22 For they are life to those who find them,

				and health to one's whole body.

				23 Guard your heart above all else,y

				for it is the source of life.

				24 Don't let your mouth speak dishonestly,

				and don't let your lips talk deviously.

				25 Let your eyes look forward;

				fix your gazez straight ahead.

				26 Carefully consider the pathaa for your feet,

				and all your ways will be established.

				27 Don't turn to the right or to the left;

				keep your feet away from evil.

				A Principle to Live By - Parental Nurture
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				#12 When parents nurture their children, they should model with their lives and teach with their words that godly wisdom is more important than any other thing that their children can acquire. 

				Following David's sincere repentance for his horrible acts of adultery and murder, Solomon was born to him and Bathsheba. As Solomon came of age, we can assume that both parents shared the wisdom they had gained from their own serious sins. Though David took the lead in teaching Solomon, Bathsheba presumably shared in the process (vv. 3-4). 

				After Solomon became king, he remembered his parent's emphasis on acquiring wisdom above anything else, and he was committed to teaching his son Rehoboam the same (vv. 5-9). Sadly, this young, prideful upstart didn't listen and followed the wrong path—the way of worldly wisdom. Even though Rehoboam reigned as king in Judah for 17 years, he did"what was evil, because he did not determine in his heart to seek the Lord" (2Ch 12:14).  (See 2Ch #9:The Success Syndrome.)

				Solomon had departed from God's path. Nevertheless, what he attempted to teach his son still demonstrates a parental principle reinforced in the New Testament. Paul wrote,

				Fathers, don't stir up anger in your children, but bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. (Eph 6:4; see also Col 3:21.)  (See Dt #11:Teachable Moments.)

				Reflection and Response

				To what extent may David's sins of adultery and murder have ultimately invalidated what he taught Solomon about gaining and practicing godly wisdom?  (See 2Sm #14:Parental Rationalization.)

				

				

	

Avoid Seduction

				5 My son, pay attention to my wisdom;

				listen closelyab to my understanding

				2 so that you may maintain discretion

				and your lips safeguard knowledge.

				3 Though the lips of the forbidden woman drip honey

				and her words areac smoother than oil,

				4 in the end she's as bitter as •wormwood

				and as sharp as a double-edged sword.

				5 Her feet go down to death;

				her steps head straight for •Sheol.

				6 She doesn't consider the path of life;

				she doesn't know that her ways are unstable.

				

				

				7 So now, my sons, listen to me,

				and don't turn away from the words of my mouth.

				8 Keep your way far from her.

				Don't go near the door of her house.

				9 Otherwise, you will give up your vitality 
to others

				and your years to someone cruel;

				10 strangers will drain your resources,

				and your earnings will end up in a 
foreigner's house.

				11 At the end of your life, you will lament

				when your physical body has been consumed,

				12 and you will say,"How I hated discipline,

				and how my heart despised correction.

				13 I didn't obey my teachers

				or listen closelyad to my mentors.

				14 I am on the verge of complete ruin

				before the entire community."

				A Principle to Live By - Overcoming Sexual Temptation
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				#13 To avoid the trap of immorality, we must flee from anything that might cause us to yield to sexual temptation.

				Unfortunately, Solomon didn't practice the very wisdom he shared with his son. His life ended in disaster because of the immoral influence of pagan women. His hypocritical lifestyle had a much greater influence than his words. 

				Joseph, on the other hand, stands out as a wonderful biblical example of integrity. After being tempted day after day by Potiphar's wife, he fled from her presence.

				1.	He did not want to violate Potiphar's trust (Gn 39:8).

				2.	He was determined not to violate his spiritual convictions—to"sin against God" (Gn 39:9).  (See Gn #61:Overcoming Temptation.)

				Paul shared this same principle with young Timothy:

				Flee from youthful passions, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. (2Tm 2:22)  (See 2Sm #6:Vulnerability to Temptation; 2Sm #7: From Temptation to Sin.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so important that we model with our lives what we say with our mouths?

				

				

	

Enjoy Marriage

				15 Drink water from your own cistern,

				water flowing from your own well.

				16 Should your springs flow in the streets,

				streams of water in the public squares?

				17 They should be for you alone

				and not for you to share with strangers.

				A Principle to Live By - One Man–One Woman

				[image: Getz0685.png]

				#14 To live according to godly wisdom, we must be committed to monogamy in marriage, which was God's perfect plan when He created Eve for Adam.  (See Gn #3:Marital Union.)

				Solomon was initially committed to one woman, a beautiful Jewish girl he described in the"Song of Songs." However, he went on to marry Naamah, an Ammonite princess, who gave birth to Rehoboam, helping to explain why Solomon's son ignored his father's instructions (2Ch 12:13). 

				Solomon's next moral misstep happened when he entered a political alliance with the Pharaoh of Egypt. Following pagan cultural expectations, he married the king's daughter. Then he"loved many foreign women in addition to Pharaoh's daughter"—a total of"700 wives who were princesses and 300 concubines" who"turned his heart away from the Lord" (1Kg 11:1-3).  (See 1Kg #13:Moral Compromise.)

				When Jesus Christ came, He affirmed God's perfect plan illustrated in the Garden of Eden: a man is to"leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one flesh" (Mt 19:5-6). Later, Paul taught that all believers are to uphold this one man–one woman standard (Eph 5:25-31). Furthermore, spiritual leaders are to model this monogamous relationship:

				An overseer, therefore, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife. (1Tm 3:2a; see also Ti 1:6.) 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is moral purity involving a one man–one woman relationship so important among those who lead the church?

				

				18 Let your fountain be blessed,

				and take pleasure in the wife of your youth.

				19 A loving doe, a graceful fawn —

				let her breasts always satisfy you;

				be lost in her love forever.  (See Sg #1:Intimate Love.)

				

				20 Why, my son, would you be infatuated

				with a forbidden woman

				or embrace the breast of a stranger?

				21 For a man's ways are before the Lord's eyes,

				and He considers all his paths.

				22 A wicked man's iniquities entrap him;

				he is entangled in the ropes of his own sin.

				23 He will die because there is no discipline,

				and be lost because of his great stupidity.

				

	

Financial Entanglements

				6 My son, if you have put up security 
 for your neighborae

				or entered into an agreement withaf a stranger,  

				2 you have been trapped by the words of your lipsag —

				ensnared by the words of your mouth.

				3 Do this, then, my son, and free yourself,

				for you have put yourself in your neighbor's power:

				Go, humble yourself, and plead with your neighbor.

				4 Don't give sleep to your eyes

				or slumber to your eyelids.

				5 Escape like a gazelle from a hunter,ah

				like a bird from a fowler's trap.ai

				A Principle to Live By - Economic Wisdom
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				#15 We should avoid becoming involved in economic agreements that will interfere with biblical priorities. 

				Because God had promised Israel"large and beautiful cities that [they] did not build,"houses full of every good thing," and"vineyards and olive groves that [they] did not plant" (Dt 6:10-11), there was no need for commercial loan systems that have existed for millennia in other cultures of the world—such as in the Babylonian Empire and later in the Roman Empire. If the children of Israel were faithful to the Lord and His laws, He would provide everything they needed. 

				Unfortunately, Israel failed God, and they not only sinned by practicing idolatry, they also took advantage of one another financially. For example, when Nehemiah returned from Babylonian captivity to Jerusalem, he discovered a deplorable situation. Because of the famine, the poor people had to mortgage their fields, their vineyards, and their homes in order to buy grain. Others had borrowed money from their Jewish neighbors to pay taxes to King Artaxerxes (Neh 5:3-4). The problem was compounded when these Jewish creditors charged their brothers exorbitant interest rates in direct violation of the laws of Moses (Ex 22:25).  (See Neh #9:Internal Conflicts.)

				Against this backdrop, we can understand more fully what we read in Proverbs regarding borrowing, lending, putting up security, etc. (Pr 11:15,17-18; 22:26-27). 

				Paul outlined a New Testament perspective relating to economic wisdom as shared in the book of Proverbs:

				Pay your obligations to everyone: taxes to those you owe taxes, tolls to those you owe tolls, respect to those you owe respect, and honor to those you owe honor. Do not owe anyone anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. (Rm 13:7-8)

				These verses do not forbid borrowing per se, nor even co-signing notes in some situations. However, Paul's exhortations do mean that we should always make financial decisions based on our ability to assume all obligations without violating biblical priorities—such as providing for our families, meeting other financial commitments, and being able to continue to give to the Lord from our first fruits on a regular and generous basis. 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it that so many Christians get themselves into economic agreements that violate biblical priorities?

				

				

	

Laziness

				6 Go to the ant, you slacker!

				Observe its ways and become wise.

				7 Without leader, administrator, or ruler,

				8 it prepares its provisions in summer;

				it gathers its food during harvest.

				9 How long will you stay in bed, you slacker?

				When will you get up from your sleep?

				10 A little sleep, a little slumber,

				a little folding of the arms to rest,

				11 and your poverty will come like a robber,

				your need, like a bandit.

				A Principle to Live By - A Biblical Work Ethic
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				#16 Though sin has impacted all creation, we are to be diligent and industrious, meeting our personal needs, providing for our families, and supporting God's work. 

				The opportunity to work is one of God's greatest gifts. When He created Adam, He"placed him in the garden of Eden to work it and watch over it" (Gn 2:15). Though sin impacted every aspect of creation, we're still responsible to engage in serious manual labor in spite of the"thorns and thistles" we face almost every day (Gn 3:18; see also Pr 13:4; 16:26; 19:15; 20:13; 24:30-34). 

				Paul addressed this issue in his letter to the Thessalonians. Some of these believers were taking advantage of others economically. In short, they were lazy, and Paul called for church discipline:

				In fact, when we were with you, this is what we commanded you:"If anyone isn't willing to work, he should not eat." For we hear that there are some among you who walk irresponsibly, not working at all, but interfering with the work of others. . . . And if anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take note of that person; don't associate with him, so that he may be ashamed. Yet don't treat him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother. (2Th 3:10-11,14-15)  (See 2Th #3:Church Discipline.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do we help Christians develop a strong work ethic that is in harmony with God's will for their lives?

				

				

	

The Malicious Man

				12 A worthless person, a wicked man

				goes around speaking dishonestly,

				13 winking his eyes, signaling with his feet,

				and gesturing with his fingers.

				14 He always plots evil with perversity in his heart —

				he stirs up trouble.

				15 Therefore calamity will strike him suddenly;

				he will be shattered instantly — beyond recovery.(Review Pr #35: Honesty and Integrity.)

				

	

What the Lord Hates

				16 The Lord hates six things;

				in fact, seven are detestable to Him:

				17 arrogant eyes, a lying tongue,

				hands that shed innocent blood,

				18 a heart that plots wicked schemes,

				feet eager to run to evil,

				19 a lying witness who gives false testimony,

				and one who stirs up trouble among brothers.

				A Principle to Live By - Keeping God's Commandments
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				#17 With God's help, we are to demonstrate humility, honesty, and integrity in all relationships.

				God addressed these seven sins and more in the Ten Commandments. Though these are very serious failures, the Scriptures inform us that"all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Rm 3:23). However, when we are justified by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and have been born again by the Holy Spirit, and if we walk"according to the Spirit" rather than"according to the flesh," God will enable us to reflect His righteousness more and more in all that we do (Rm 8:1-4). This is why Paul became so specific in his letter to the Ephesians:

				Since you put away lying, Speak the truth, each one to his neighbor, because we are members of one another. Be angry and do not sin. Don't let the sun go down on your anger, and don't give the Devil an opportunity. The thief must no longer steal. Instead, he must do honest work with his own hands, so that he has something to share with anyone in need. (Eph 4:25-28)  (See Rm #14:The Indwelling Spirit.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though we'll never fully be able to imitate the life of Jesus Christ on this earth, how does being a functioning part of God's family help each of us to grow more spiritually mature? (See Eph 4:16.)

				

				

	

Warning against Adultery

				20 My son, keep your father's command,

				and don't reject your mother's teaching.

				21 Always bind them to your heart;

				tie them around your neck.

				22 When you walk here and there, they will guide you;

				when you lie down, they will watch over you;

				when you wake up, they will talk to you.  (See Dt #11:Teachable Moments.)

				23 For a command is a lamp, teaching is a light,

				and corrective discipline is the way to life.

				24 They will protect you from an evil woman, aj

				from the flatteringak tongue of a stranger.

				25 Don't lust in your heart for her beauty

				or let her captivate you with her eyelashes.

				26 For a prostitute's fee is only a loaf of bread,al

				but an adulteressam goes after a precious life.

				27 Can a man embrace firean

				and his clothes not be burned?

				28 Can a man walk on burning coals

				without scorching his feet?

				29 So it is with the one who sleeps with

				another man's wife;

				no one who touches her will go unpunished.

				30 People don't despise the thief if he steals

				to satisfy himself when he is hungry.

				31 Still, if caught, he must pay seven times as much;

				he must give up all the wealth in his house.

				32 The one who commits adulteryao lacks sense;

				whoever does so destroys himself.

				33 He will get a beatingap and dishonor,

				and his disgrace will never be removed.

				34 For jealousy enrages a husband,

				and he will show no mercy when he takes revenge.

				35 He will not be appeased by anything

				or be persuaded by lavish gifts.

				

				7 My son, obey my words,

				and treasure my commands.

				2 Keep my commands and live;

				protect my teachings

				as the pupil of your eye.

				3 Tie them to your fingers;

				write them on the tablet of your heart.

				4 Say to wisdom,"You are my sister,"

				and call understanding your relative.

				5 She will keep you from a forbidden woman,

				a stranger with her flattering talk.

				

	

A Story of Seduction

				6 At the window of my house

				I looked through my lattice.

				7 I saw among the inexperienced,aq

				I noticed among the youths,

				a young man lacking sense.

				8 Crossing the street near her corner,

				he strolled down the road to her house

				9 at twilight, in the evening,

				in the dark of the night.

				10 A woman came to meet him

				dressed like a prostitute,

				having a hidden agenda.ar

				11 She is loud and defiant;

				her feet do not stay at home.

				12 Now in the street, now in the squares,

				she lurks at every corner.

				13 She grabs him and kisses him;

				she brazenly saysas to him,

				14 "I've made •fellowship offerings;

				today I've fulfilled my vows.

				15 So I came out to meet you,

				to search for you, and I've found you.

				16 I've spread coverings on my bed —

				richly colored linen from Egypt.

				17 I've perfumed my bed

				with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon.

				18 Come, let's drink deeply of lovemaking 
until morning.

				Let's feast on each other's love!

				19 My husband isn't home;

				he went on a long journey.

				20 He took a bag of money with him

				and will come home at the time of the full moon."

				21 She seduces him with her persistent pleading;

				she lures with her flatteringat talk.

				22 He follows her impulsively

				like an ox going to the slaughter,

				like a deer bounding toward a trap au

				23 until an arrow pierces itsav liver,

				like a bird darting into a snare —

				he doesn't know it will cost him his life.

				

				24 Now, my sons, listen to me,

				and pay attention to the words of my mouth.

				25 Don't let your heart turn aside to her ways;

				don't stray onto her paths.

				26 For she has brought many down to death;

				her victims are countless.aw

				27 Her house is the road to •Sheol,

				descending to the chambers of death.

				A Principle to Live By - Sexual Sins
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				#18 We are to avoid all immorality, especially adultery.

				This is the third time in the book of Proverbs that Solomon warned against immorality. This repetition indicates the power of sexual temptation and the devastating results of yielding to it. Committing adultery is a serious sin—even more destructive than stealing (6:30-31).  (Review Pr #7: Moral Purity)

				Paul warned against sexual immorality in his first letter to the Corinthians. These believers had been converted to Christ in the midst of one of the most immoral cities in the first-century world. Paul exhorted them to avoid all forms of licentiousness:

				Run from sexual immorality!"Every sin a person can commit is outside the body." On the contrary, the person who is sexually immoral sins against his own body. Don't you know that your body is a sanctuary of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought at a price. Therefore glorify God in your body. (1Co 6:18-20; see also Pr 5:22.)  (See 1Co #13:Living Transformed Lives.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though God forgives all sins, including the most flagrant forms of immorality, what are some of the pervasive results in our society today that demonstrate why immorality is so destructive?  (See Rm #3:Sin's Devastating Results.)

				

				

	

Wisdom's Appeal

				8 Doesn't Wisdom call out?

				Doesn't Understanding make her voice 
 heard?

				2 At the heights overlooking the road,

				at the crossroads, she takes her stand.

				3 Beside the gates at the entry toax the city,

				at the main entrance, she cries out:

				4 "People, I call out to you;

				my cry is to mankind.

				5 Learn to be shrewd, you who are inexperienced;

				develop common sense, you who are foolish.

				6 Listen, for I speak of noble things,

				and what my lips say is right.

				7 For my mouth tells the truth,

				and wickedness is detestable to my lips.

				8 All the words of my mouth are righteous;

				none of them are deceptive or perverse.

				9 All of them are clear to the perceptive,

				and right to those who discover knowledge.

				10 Accept my instruction instead of silver,

				and knowledge rather than pure gold.

				11 For wisdom is better than jewels,

				and nothing desirable can compare with it.

				12 I, Wisdom, share a home with shrewdness

				and have knowledge and discretion.

				13 To •fear the Lord is to hate evil.

				I hate arrogant pride, evil conduct,

				and perverse speech.

				14 I possess good advice and competence;ay

				I have understanding and strength.

				15 It is by me that kings reign

				and rulers enact just law;

				16 by me, princes lead,

				as do nobles and all righteous judges. az

				17 I love those who love me,

				and those who search for me find me.

				18 With me are riches and honor,

				lasting wealth and righteousness.

				19 My fruit is better than solid gold,

				and my harvest than pure silver.

				20 I walk in the way of righteousness,

				along the paths of justice,

				21 giving wealth as an inheritance to those who love me,

				and filling their treasuries.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Godly versus Ungodly Wisdom 

				#19 We must follow the leadership of the Holy Spirit rather than our worldly desires.
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				In this section, Solomon elaborates on his personification of Wisdom as a righteous and godly lady. It's not accidental that this descriptive section follows the lengthy section that describes an evil and immoral woman (6:24-29; 7:6-23). Note some of the vivid contrasts:

				

				
					
						
								
								The Godly Woman – 
Heavenly Wisdom

							
								
								The Immoral Woman – 

								Earthly Wisdom

							
						

						
								
								8:2-3 – visibility

							
								
								7:8-9 – secretiveness and darkness

							
						

						
								
								8:6-7 – honesty

							
								
								7:21 – deception

							
						

						
								
								8:8-9 – clarity

							
								
								7:10 –"a hidden agenda"

							
						

					
				

				

				(Review Pr #4: Being Responsive)

				The adulterous woman personifies earthly wisdom in contrast with wisdom from above, 
affirming that all kinds of evil emerge from immoral behavior. James described these two kinds of wisdom:

				Who is wise and has understanding among you? He should show his works by good conduct with wisdom's gentleness. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your heart, don't brag and deny the truth. Such wisdom does not come from above but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For where envy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every kind of evil. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peace-loving, gentle, compliant, full of mercy and good fruits, without favoritism and hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who cultivate peace. (Jms 3:13-18)  (See Jms #9: Heavenly and Earthly Wisdom; 1Jn #6: Overcoming the World.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul's description of"the works of the flesh" and"the fruit of the Spirit" (Gl 5:19-23) compare with the lifestyle of the adulterous woman (Pr 7:6-27) and Lady Wisdom (8:1-25)?  (See Gl #10: Life in the Spirit.)

				

				22 "The Lord madeba me

				at the beginning of His creation,bb

				before His works of long ago.

				23 I was formed before ancient times,

				from the beginning, before the earth began.

				24 I was born

				when there were no watery depths

				and no springs filled with water.

				25 I was delivered

				before the mountains and hills were 
established,

				26 before He made the land, the fields,

				or the first soil on earth.

				

				27 I was there when He established the heavens,

				when He laid out the horizon on the surface of the ocean,

				28 when He placed the skies above,

				when the fountains of the ocean gushed out,

				29 when He set a limit for the sea

				so that the waters would not violate 
His command,

				when He laid out the foundations of the earth.

				30 I was a skilled craftsmanbc beside Him.

				I was His bd delight every day,

				always rejoicing before Him.

				31 I was rejoicing in His inhabited world,

				delighting in the •human race.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Knowing God
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				#20 To understand and apply godly wisdom, we must enter into a personal relationship with the Father through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

				Using personal pronouns, Solomon once again personified Wisdom. This does not seem to be some specific celestial being, and it certainly doesn't refer to Jesus Christ, who already existed in the beginning. In fact, it was"the Word" who"became flesh and took up residence among us" who created all things (Jn 1:1-3,14). Rather, Solomon seemed to be referring to the personification of Wisdom that Jesus Christ created and in turn used to create the universe. 

				It appears that the apostle Paul alluded to this section of Proverbs when he wrote to the Colossians:

				I want their hearts to be encouraged and joined together in love, so that they may have all the riches of assured understanding and have the knowledge of God's mystery—Christ. All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden in Him. (Col 2:2-3) 

				Christ's involvement in creation is also clearly correlated with the wisdom described by Solomon (Col 1:15-17). To know Christ personally through the indwelling Holy Spirit is to be introduced to the treasures of wisdom. Indeed, this also helps us understand the fundamental proposition repeated in the book of Proverbs:

				The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. (Pr 9:10) 

				Reflection and Response

				How do Paul's prayers for New Testament believers in Colossians 1:9-14 relate to these great wisdom passages in Proverbs?  (See Col #3: Model Prayers.)

				

				32 "And now, my sons, listen to me;

				those who keep my ways are happy.

				33 Listen to instruction and be wise;

				don't ignore it.

				34 Anyone who listens to me is happy,

				watching at my doors every day,

				waiting by the posts of my doorway.

				35 For the one who finds me finds life

				and obtains favor from the Lord,

				36 but the one who misses mebe harms himself;

				all who hate me love death."

				

	

Wisdom versus Foolishness

				9 Wisdom has built her house;

				she has carved out her seven pillars.

				2 She has prepared her meat; she has mixed her wine;

				she has also set her table.

				3 She has sent out her female servants;

				she calls out from the highest points of the city:

				4 "Whoever is inexperienced, enter here!"

				To the one who lacks sense, she says,

				5 "Come, eat my bread,

				and drink the wine I have mixed.

				6 Leave inexperience behind, and you will live;

				pursue the way of understanding.

				7 The one who corrects a mocker

				will bring dishonor on himself;

				the one who rebukes a wicked man will get hurt.bf

				8 Don't rebuke a mocker, or he will hate you;

				rebuke a wise man, and he will love you.

				9 Instruct a wise man, and he will be wiser still;

				teach a righteous man, and he will learn more.

				

				10 "The •fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom,

				and the knowledge of the Holy One 
is understanding.

				11 For by Wisdom your days will be many,

				and years will be added to your life.

				12 If you are wise, you are wise for your own benefit;

				if you mock, you alone will bear the 
consequences."

				13 The woman Folly is rowdy;

				she is gullible and knows nothing.

				14 She sits by the doorway of her house,

				on a seat at the highest point of the city,

				15 calling to those who pass by,

				who go straight ahead on their paths:

				16 "Whoever is inexperienced, enter here!"

				To the one who lacks sense, she says,

				17 "Stolen water is sweet,

				and bread eaten secretly is tasty!"

				18 But he doesn't know that the departed spirits are there,

				that her guests are in the depths of •Sheol.

				A Principle to Live By - The Way to God
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				#21 If we are to discover true meaning and fulfillment in life—now and eternally—we must come to God through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

				In chapter 9, Solomon once again personified heavenly Wisdom by referring to a godly, righteous lady (v. 1) and earthly wisdom by referring to a godless, immoral woman (v. 13). 

				
						Both invite the"inexperienced" to enter their houses (vv. 4,16). 

						The godly woman offers an open meal—bread and wine (v. 5)—but the ungodly woman offers a secret meal and argues that illicit behavior is better (v. 17). 

						The one who enters the door of the godly woman's house will find true wisdom and life (v. 6; cp. 8:32-33), but the one who enters the ungodly woman's door is headed for destruction and eternal separation from God (v. 18). 

				

				When describing the way to experience eternal life, Jesus used the metaphor of a sheep pen:

				I assure you: I am the door of the sheep. All who came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep didn't listen to them. I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. A thief comes only to steal and to kill and to destroy. I have come so that they may have life and have it in abundance. I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. (Jn 10:7-11) 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to choose the wrong door when trying to find the way to true happiness and hope of eternal life?

				

				

	

A Collection of Solomon's Proverbs

				10 Solomon's proverbs:

				

				A wise son brings joy to his father,

				but a foolish son, heartache to his mother.

				

				2 Ill-gotten gains do not profit anyone,

				but righteousness rescues from death.

				

				3 The Lord will not let the righteous go hungry,

				but He denies the wicked what they crave.

				

				4 Idle hands make one poor,

				but diligent hands bring riches.

				

				5 The son who gathers during summer is prudent;

				the son who sleeps during harvest is disgraceful.

				

				6 Blessings are on the head of the righteous,

				but the mouth of the wicked conceals violence.

				

				7 The remembrance of the righteous is a blessing,

				but the name of the wicked will rot.

				

				8 A wise heart accepts commands,

				but foolish lips will be destroyed.

				

				9 The one who lives with integrity lives securely,

				but whoever perverts his ways will be found out.

				

				10 A sly wink of the eye causes grief,

				and foolish lips will be destroyed.

				

				11 The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life,

				but the mouth of the wicked conceals violence.

				

				12 Hatred stirs up conflicts,

				but love covers all offenses.

				

				13 Wisdom is found on the lips of the discerning,

				but a rod is for the back of the one who lacks sense.

				

				14 The wise store up knowledge,

				but the mouth of the fool hastens destruction.

				

				15 A rich man's wealth is his fortified city;

				the poverty of the poor is their destruction.

				

				16 The labor of the righteous leads to life;

				the activity of the wicked leads to sin.

				

				17 The one who follows instruction is on the path to life,

				but the one who rejects correction goes astray.

				

				18 The one who conceals hatred has lying lips,

				and whoever spreads slander is a fool.

				

				19 When there are many words, sin is 
unavoidable,

				but the one who controls his lips is wise.

				

				20 The tongue of the righteous is pure silver;

				the heart of the wicked is of little value.

				

				21 The lips of the righteous feed many,

				but fools die for lack of sense.

				

				22 The Lord's blessing enriches,

				and struggle adds nothing to it.bg

				

				

				23 As shameful conduct is pleasure for a fool,

				so wisdom is for a man of understanding.

				

				24 What the wicked dreads will come to him,

				but what the righteous desire will be given to them.

				

				25 When the whirlwind passes,

				the wicked are no more,

				but the righteous are secure forever.

				

				26 Like vinegar to the teeth and smoke to the eyes,

				so the slacker is to the one who sends him on an errand.

				

				27 The •fear of the Lord prolongs life,bh

				but the years of the wicked are cut short.

				

				28 The hope of the righteous is joy,

				but the expectation of the wicked comes to 
nothing.

				

				29 The way of the Lord is a stronghold for the 
honorable,

				but destruction awaits the malicious.

				

				30 The righteous will never be shaken,

				but the wicked will not remain on the earth.

				

				31 The mouth of the righteous produces wisdom,

				but a perverse tongue will be cut out.

				

				32 The lips of the righteous know what is 
appropriate,

				but the mouth of the wicked, only what is 
perverse.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Righteous Living

				[image: Getz0693.png]

				#22 With God's guidance and strength, we are to choose the path of righteousness in order to experience God's sustaining grace.

				Throughout the book of Proverbs, we encounter a series of contrasts between"the path of righteousness" and"another path" that"leads to death" (12:28; see 4:10-19,26-27). The righteous path is clearly God's will for our lives, and the path that leads to spiritual death is the way of sin and evil. 

				Paul described God's path for those who have first of all been justified and made righteous in God's sight by faith in Jesus Christ (Rm 5:1). Because of their salvation experience, they can"live by the Spirit" and reflect"the fruit of the Spirit" (Gl 5:22-25; see also Eph 2:8-10). He also described those who follow the path of sin and evil as those who consistently and flagrantly practice"the works of the flesh" (Gl 5:19-21). These people are not born again and"will not inherit the kingdom of God" (Gl 5:21). 

				Chapter 10 in Proverbs contains a number of contrasts between the righteous and the unrighteous. Focusing on the positive, those true believers who follow the path of righteousness will experience the following benefits (note a New Testament perspective with each benefit):

				

				
					
						
								
								Righteous Path

							
								
								Benefit

							
								
								New Testament Perspective

							
						

						
								
								v. 2

							
								
								protection 

							
								
								Php 1:20-21

							
						

						
								
								v. 3

							
								
								provisions 

							
								
								Php 4:19

							
						

						
								
								v. 6

							
								
								blessings 

							
								
								Mt 5:3-12

							
						

						
								
								v. 7

							
								
								positive memories 

							
								
								Php 1:3

							
						

						
								
								vv. 11,20,21,31,32

							
								
								encouraging words 

							
								
								1Th 4:18; 5:11

							
						

						
								
								v. 24

							
								
								fulfilled desires 

							
								
								1Jn 5:14-15

							
						

						
								
								vv. 25,30

							
								
								security and hope 

							
								
								Rm 8:38-39

							
						

						
								
								v. 28

							
								
								joyful hope 

							
								
								Jms 1:2-4

							
						

						
								
								v. 30

							
								
								stability 

							
								
								Eph 4:14

							
						

					
				

				

				We see additional benefits for the righteous in the next chapter. As you read through the rest of this book, how many more benefits can you discover?

				Reflection and Response

				Proverbs 14:12 reads,"There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death." What safeguards can we practice that will keep us from this kind of self-deception?  (See Heb #7:The Word of God.)

				

				11 Dishonest scales are detestable 
 to the Lord,

				but an accurate weight is His 
delight.(Review Pr #35: Honesty-and-Integrity.)

				

				2 When pride comes, disgrace follows,

				but with humility comes wisdom.

				

				3 The integrity of the upright guides them,

				but the perversity of the treacherous 
destroys them.

				

				4 Wealth is not profitable on a day of wrath,

				but righteousness rescues from death.

				

				5 The righteousness of the blameless clears his path,

				but the wicked person will fall because of his wickedness.

				

				6 The righteousness of the upright rescues them,

				but the treacherous are trapped by their own 
desires.

				

				7 When the wicked man dies,

				his expectation comes to nothing,

				and hope placed in wealth bi, bj vanishes.

				

				8 The righteous one is rescued from trouble;

				in his place, the wicked one goes in.

				

				9 With his mouth the ungodly destroys his neighbor,

				but through knowledge the righteous are rescued.

				

				10 When the righteous thrive, a city rejoices,

				and when the wicked die, there is joyful shouting.

				

				11 A city is built up by the blessing of the upright,

				but it is torn down by the mouth of the wicked.

				

				12 Whoever shows contempt for his neighbor lacks sense,

				but a man with understanding keeps silent.

				

				13 A gossip goes around revealing a secret,

				but a trustworthy person keeps a confidence.

				

				14 Without guidance, people fall,

				but with many counselors there is deliverance.(Review Pr #32: Mutual Edification)

				

				15 If someone puts up security for a stranger,

				he will suffer for it,

				but the one who hates such agreements 
is protected.

				

				16 A gracious woman gains honor,

				but violentbk men gain only riches.

				

				17 A kind man benefits himself,

				but a cruel man brings disaster on himself.

				

				18 The wicked man earns an empty wage,

				but the one who sows righteousness, a true 
reward.

				

				19 Genuine righteousness leads to life,

				but pursuing evil leads to death.

				

				20 Those with twisted minds are detestable to the Lord,

				but those with blameless conduct are His 
delight.

				

				21 Be assuredbl that the wicked

				will not go unpunished,

				but the offspring of the righteous will escape.

				

				22 A beautiful woman who rejects good sense

				is like a gold ring in a pig's snout.

				

				

				23 The desire of the righteous turns out well,

				but the hope of the wicked leads to wrath.

				

				24 One person gives freely,

				yet gains more;

				another withholds what is right,

				only to become poor.

				

				25 A generous person will be enriched,

				and the one who gives a drink of water

				will receive water.

				

				26 People will curse anyone who hoards grain,

				but a blessing will come to the one who sells it.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Generous Giving

				[image: Getz0694.png]

				#23 We are to model generosity, knowing that God will reward us with grace in this life and riches in the life to come. 

				God made it clear in a number of places in the Old Testament that the children of Israel would experience multiplied blessings materially if they kept His commandments. However, these earthly promises are never repeated in the same way for the church. God may certainly choose to bless new covenant believers materially. But many unbelievers—some who are very unscrupulous—are far wealthier than committed and generous Christians. Conversely, there are many dedicated believers around the world who live in poverty. Nevertheless, believers have a promise unbelievers do not have. God does honor generosity, and He will reward His children in eternity. Perhaps reflecting on Proverbs 11:25, Jesus taught that He would never forget even a cup of cold water that we share with someone in need (Mt 10:42). 

				There's another very important promise for Christians not mentioned in the Old Testament. God will extend His grace to us when we are generous with what we have, regardless of the amount, enabling us to continue to be generous even when we have very little to give. We see this demonstrated in a remarkable way in the lives of believers in the various churches in Macedonia. Paul used these churches as a model for the Corinthians (and for all of us) when he wrote,

				We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God granted to the churches of Macedonia: During a severe testing by affliction, their abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed into the wealth of their generosity. I testify that, on their own, according to their ability and beyond their ability, they begged us insistently for the privilege of sharing in the ministry to the saints, and not just as we had hoped. Instead, they gave themselves especially to the Lord, then to us by God's will. (2Co 8:1-5; see also 9:6-8.)  (See 2Co #12:Models of Generosity; 2Co #16: Guidelines for Generosity.)

				Reflection and Response

				What happens to many Christians who believe that God will always multiply our material possessions if we are faithful?  (See Dt #29:Blessings and Curses.)

				

				27 The one who searches for what is good 
finds favor,

				but if someone looks for trouble, it will come to him.

				

				28 Anyone trusting in his riches will fall,

				but the righteous will flourish like foliage.

				

				29 The one who brings ruin on his household

				will inherit the wind,

				and a fool will be a slave

				to someone whose heart is wise.

				

				30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life,

				but violence bm takes lives.

				

				31 If the righteous will be repaid on earth,

				how much more the wicked and sinful.

				

				12 Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge,

				but one who hates correction is stupid.

				

				2 The good person obtains favor from the Lord,

				but He condemns a man who schemes.

				3 Man cannot be made secure by wickedness,

				but the root of the righteous is immovable.

				

				4 A capable wifebn is her husband's crown,

				but a wife who causes shame

				is like rottenness in his bones.  (See 1Kg #37:Evil Influences.)

				

				5 The thoughts of the righteous are just,

				but guidance from the wicked leads to deceit.

				

				6 The words of the wicked are a deadly ambush,

				but the speech of the upright rescues them.

				

				7 The wicked are overthrown and perish,

				but the house of the righteous will stand.

				

				8 A man is praised for his insight,

				but a twisted mind is despised.

				

				9 Better to be dishonored, yet have a servant,

				than to act important but have no food.

				

				10 A righteous man cares about his animal's health,

				but even the merciful acts of the wicked are cruel.

				

				11 The one who works his land will have plenty of food,

				but whoever chases fantasies lacks sense. 
(Review Pr #16: A Biblical Work Ethic.)

				

				12 The wicked desire what evil men have,bo

				but the root of the righteous produces fruit.

				

				13 An evil man is trapped by his rebellious speech,

				but a righteous one escapes from trouble.

				

				14 A man will be satisfied with good

				by the words of his mouth,

				and the work of a man's hands will reward him.

				

				15 A fool's way is right in his own eyes,

				but whoever listens to counsel is wise.

				

				16 A fool's displeasure is known at once,

				but whoever ignores an insult is sensible.

				

				17 Whoever speaks the truth declares what is right,

				but a false witness, deceit.

				

				18 There is one who speaks rashly,

				like a piercing sword;

				but the tongue of the wise brings healing.

				

				19 Truthful lips endure forever,

				but a lying tongue, only a moment.  (Review Pr #28: Controlling the Tongue.)

				

				20 Deceit is in the hearts of those who plot evil,

				but those who promote peace have joy.

				

				21 No disaster overcomes the righteous,

				but the wicked are full of misery.

				

				22 Lying lips are detestable to the Lord,

				but faithful people are His delight.

				

				23 A shrewd person conceals knowledge,

				but a foolish heart publicizes stupidity.

				

				24 The diligent hand will rule,

				but laziness will lead to forced labor.

				

				25 Anxiety in a man's heart weighs it down,

				but a good word cheers it up.

				

				A Principle to Live By - The Power of Words
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				#24 We should look for opportunities to use words that will encourage fellow believers.

				Here in Proverbs 12:25 we're told how just the right message of encouragement can help someone overcome feelings of anxiety and discouragement. In 16:21 we're told that if our words are"pleasant," people learn much more quickly. In 16:24, we're also told that"pleasant words" can actually cause people to feel good physically—not just psychologically and spiritually—illustrating the relationship between the mind and the body. Proverbs 25:11 explains that when we use certain words of encouragement just at the right time and in the right situation, they will be so meaningful they're"like gold apples on a silver tray"—a beautiful and vivid metaphor.

				The most encouraging words we can ever use come directly from the Word of God. The Thessalonian believers were confused about the eternal destiny of their loved ones who had already died. Paul explained that they were already with the Lord Jesus Christ in heaven and that all believers will be reunited someday (1Th 4:13-17). He then concluded his heartening message by exhorting them to speak the same for one another:

				Therefore encourage one another with these words. (1Th 4:18) 

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul's exhortation to the Ephesians regarding"speaking the truth in love" relate to these Proverbs? (See Eph 4:15.)

				

				26 A righteous man is careful in dealing with his neighbor,bp

				but the ways of the wicked lead them astray.

				

				27 A lazy man doesn't roast his game,

				but to a diligent man, his wealth is precious.

				

				28 There is life in the path of righteousness,

				but another path leads to death.bq(Review Pr #22: Righteous Living.)

				

				13 A wise son responds to his father's 
 discipline,

				but a mocker doesn't listen to rebuke. (Review Pr #2: Parental Authority)

				

				2 From the words of his mouth,

				a man will enjoy good things,

				but treacherous people have an appetite for violence.

				

				3 The one who guards his mouth protects his life;

				the one who opens his lips invites his own ruin.

				

				4 The slacker craves, yet has nothing,

				but the diligent is fully satisfied.

				

				5 The righteous hate lying,

				but the wicked act disgustingly and disgracefully.

				

				6 Righteousness guards people of integrity,br

				but wickedness undermines the sinner.

				

				7 One man pretends to be rich but has nothing;

				another pretends to be poor but has great wealth.

				

				8 Riches are a ransom for a man's life,

				but a poor man hears no threat.

				

				9 The light of the righteous shines brightly,

				but the lamp of the wicked is put out.  (See Eph #12:Walking in the Light.)

				

				10 Arrogance leads to nothing but strife,

				but wisdom is gained by those who take advice.

				

				11 Wealth obtained by fraud will dwindle,

				but whoever earns it through laborbs will 
multiply it.

				

				12 Delayed hope makes the heart sick,

				but fulfilled desire is a tree of life.

				

				13 The one who has contempt for instruction will pay the penalty,

				but the one who respects a command will be 
rewarded.

				

				14 A wise man's instruction is a fountain of life,

				turning people away from the snares of death.

				

				15 Good sense wins favor,

				but the way of the treacherous never changes. bt

				

				16 Every sensible person acts knowledgeably,

				but a fool displays his stupidity.

				

				17 A wicked messenger falls into trouble,

				but a trustworthy courier brings healing.

				

				18 Poverty and disgrace come to those

				who ignore discipline,

				but the one who accepts correction will be 
honored.

				

				19 Desire fulfilled is sweet to the taste,

				but to turn from evil

				is an abomination to fools.

				

				20 The one who walks with the wise will 
become wise,

				but a companion of fools will suffer harm.

				

				21 Disaster pursues sinners,

				but good rewards the righteous.

				

				A Principle to Live By - An Important Balance

				#25 We are to be witnesses for Christ in the world without becoming conformed to the world. 

				[image: Getz0696.png]

				This principle applies to our associations with people who are living out of the will of God, whether professing Christians or unbelievers. For example, the Bible clearly teaches that we are not to have close fellowship with someone who claims to be a Christian but who is deliberately living a sinful lifestyle. Paul dealt with this specific issue when he wrote to the Corinthians:

				I wrote to you in a letter not to associate with sexually immoral people. I did not mean the 
immoral people of this world or the greedy and swindlers or idolaters; otherwise you would have to leave the world. But now I am writing you not to associate with anyone who claims to be a believer who is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or verbally abusive, a drunkard or a swindler. Do not even eat with such a person. (1Co 5:9-11)  (See 1Co #12:Church Discipline.)

				Paul had several thoughts in mind when he penned these exhortations. First, having close fellowship with people who are living sinful lives can easily lead to the same results stated in Proverbs 13:20-21. We are in danger of imitating their lifestyle (1Co 5:6; cp. Pr 22:24-25). 

				Second, Paul was being very realistic. We cannot remove ourselves from the world. It's impossible. Furthermore, to try to do so is to violate the very reason Jesus came, which was to save the world. We are to"make disciples of all nations" (Mt 28:19). To do so effectively, we must be"the salt of the earth" and"the light of the world," allowing people to"see [our] good works and give glory to [our] Father in heaven" (Mt 5:13-16). 

				Reflection and Response

				What happens when Christians go to extremes—withdrawing from the world or becoming like the world?

				

				22 A good man leaves an inheritance to hisbu 
grandchildren,

				but the sinner's wealth is stored up for the 
righteous.

				

				23 The uncultivated field of the poor yields 
abundant food,

				but without justice, it is swept away.

				

				24 The one who will not use the rod hates his son,

				but the one who loves him disciplines him 
diligently.(Review Pr #37: Criminal-Behavior.)

				

				25 A righteous man eats until he is satisfied,

				but the stomach of the wicked is empty.

				

				14 Every wise woman builds her house,

				but a foolish one tears it down 
 with her own hands.

				

				2 Whoever lives with integrity •fears the Lord,

				but the one who is devious in his ways despises Him.

				

				3 The proud speech of a fool brings a rod 
of discipline, bv

				but the lips of the wise protect them.

				

				4 Where there are no oxen, the feeding trough is empty,bw

				but an abundant harvest comes

				through the strength of an ox.

				

				5 An honest witness does not deceive,

				but a dishonest witness utters lies.

				

				6 A mocker seeks wisdom and doesn't find it,

				but knowledge comes easily to the perceptive.

				

				7 Stay away from a foolish man;

				you will gain no knowledge from his speech.

				

				8 The sensible man's wisdom is to consider his way,

				but the stupidity of fools deceives them.

				

				9 Fools mock at making restitution,bx

				but there is goodwill among the upright.

				

				10 The heart knows its own bitterness,

				and no outsider shares in its joy.

				

				11 The house of the wicked will be destroyed,

				but the tent of the upright will stand.by

				

				A Principle to Live By - A Godly Woman

				[image: Getz0697.png]

				#26 Women who profess to be Christians are to imitate Jesus Christ's attitudes 
and actions in all of their relationships. 

				A number of proverbs speak directly to women who are married, although what is taught in these pithy statements applies to all women who claim to be Christ-followers. Following through on the metaphor in Proverbs 14:1, how can a woman build her home, or how can she tear it down? Solomon and the other authors of this book have given us some vivid proverbs to answer this question on both sides of the issue:

				

				
					
						
								
								A Wise Woman

							
								
								A Foolish Woman

							
						

						
								
								A capable wife is her husband's crown . . . (12:4a)

							
								
								. . . but a wife who causes shame is like rottenness in his bones (12:4b).

							
						

						
								
								Every wise woman builds her house . . . (14:1a) 

							
								
								. . . but a foolish one tears it down with her own hands (14:1b).

							
						

						
								
								A man who finds a wife finds a good thing and obtains favor from the Lord (18:22).

							
								
								Better to live on the corner of a roof than to share a house with a nagging wife (21:9).

							
						

						
								
								A house and wealth are inherited from fathers, but a sensible wife is from the Lord (19:14).

							
								
								Better to live in a wilderness than with a nagging and hot-tempered wife (21:19; see also 25:24).

							
						

						
								
								A house is built by wisdom, and it is established by understanding; by knowledge the rooms are filled with every precious and beautiful treasure (24:3-4).

							
								
								An endless dripping on a rainy day and a nagging wife are alike. The one who controls her controls the wind and grasps oil with his right hand (27:15-16; see also 19:13).

							
						

					
				

				

				Paul described what a woman with Christlike qualities would be like:

				In the same way, older women are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not addicted to much wine. They are to teach what is good, so they may encourage the young women to love their husbands and to love their children, to be self-controlled, pure, homemakers, kind, and submissive to their husbands, so that God's message will not be slandered. (Ti 2:3-5) 

				Reflection and Response

				Why are older, godly women—both married and single—so important in helping younger women become Christlike in all their relationships, but particularly with their husbands and children?

				

				12 There is a way that seems right to a man,

				but its end is the way to death.

				

				13 Even in laughter a heart may be sad,

				and joy may end in grief.

				

				14 The disloyal one will get what his conduct 
deserves,

				and a good man, what his deeds deserve.

				

				15 The inexperienced one believes anything,

				but the sensible one watchesbz his steps.

				

				16 A wise man is cautious and turns from evil,

				but a fool is easily angered and is careless.ca

				

				17 A quick-tempered man acts foolishly,

				and a man who schemes is hated.

				

				18 The inexperienced inherit foolishness,

				but the sensible are crowned with knowledge.

				

				19 The evil bow before those who are good,

				the wicked, at the gates of the righteous.

				

				20 A poor man is hated even by his neighbor,

				but there are many who love the rich.

				

				21 The one who despises his neighbor sins,

				but whoever shows kindness to the poor will be happy.

				

				22 Don't those who plan evil go astray?

				But those who plan good find loyalty and 
faithfulness.

				

				23 There is profit in all hard work,

				but endless talkcb leads only to poverty.  (Review Pr #16: A Biblical Work Ethic.)

				

				24 The crown of the wise is their wealth,

				but the foolishness of fools produces foolishness.

				

				25 A truthful witness rescues lives,

				but one who utters lies is deceitful.

				

				26 In the fear of the Lord one has strong confidence

				and his children have a refuge.

				

				27 The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life,

				turning people away from the snares of death.

				

				28 A large population is a king's splendor,

				but a shortage of people is a ruler's devastation.

				

				29 A patient person shows great understanding,

				but a quick-tempered one promotes foolishness.

				A Principle to Live By - Mature Perceptions
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				#27 To keep anger from becoming sinful, we must more and more develop our knowledge and understanding of ourselves and others.

				Paul made it clear in his letter to the Ephesians that not all anger is sinful. To make this point, he quoted from the fourth Psalm:"Be angry and do not sin" (Eph 4:26; Ps 4:4).  (See Gn #7:Sinful Anger.)

				The more we develop our understanding and perception of people, the more we will be able to control this God-created emotion of anger (see Pr 17:27). We are able to see human reactions from the other person's point of view. Not only will we be able to control this emotion in ourselves, but we'll help others control it as well. Consequently, we also read,"A gentle answer turns away anger, but a harsh word stirs up wrath" (15:1). 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is controlling anger so important for parents in rearing children?  (See 2Ch #20:A Mother's Influence; Col #8: Mutual Instruction.)

				

				30 A tranquil heart is life to the body,

				but jealousy is rottenness to the bones.

				

				31 The one who oppresses the poor person insults his Maker,

				but one who is kind to the needy honors Him.

				

				32 The wicked one is thrown down by his own sin,

				but the righteous one has a refuge in his death.

				

				33 Wisdom resides in the heart of the discerning;

				she is known cc even among fools.

				

				34 Righteousness exalts a nation,

				but sin is a disgrace to any people.

				

				35 A king favors a wise servant,

				but his anger falls on a disgraceful one.

				

				15 A gentle answer turns away anger,

				but a harsh word stirs up wrath.

				

				2 The tongue of the wise makes knowledge 
attractive,

				but the mouth of fools blurts out foolishness.

				

				3 The eyes of the Lord are everywhere,

				observing the wicked and the good.

				

				4 The tongue that heals is a tree of life,

				but a devious tonguecd breaks the spirit.

				

				5 A fool despises his father's discipline,

				but a person who accepts correction is sensible.

				

				6 The house of the righteous has great wealth,

				but trouble accompanies the income of the wicked.

				

				7 The lips of the wise broadcast knowledge,

				but not so the heart of fools.

				

				8 The sacrifice of the wicked is detestable to the Lord,

				but the prayer of the upright is His delight.

				

				9 The Lord detests the way of the wicked,

				but He loves the one who pursues righteousness.

				

				10 Discipline is harsh for the one who leaves the path;

				the one who hates correction will die.

				

				11 •Sheol and •Abaddon lie open before the Lord —

				how much more, human hearts.

				

				12 A mocker doesn't love one who corrects him;

				he will not consult the wise.

				

				13 A joyful heart makes a face cheerful,

				but a sad heart produces a broken spirit.

				

				14 A discerning mind seeks knowledge,

				but the mouth of fools feeds on foolishness.

				

				15 All the days of the oppressed are miserable,

				but a cheerful heart has a continual feast.

				

				16 Better a little with the •fear of the Lord

				than great treasure with turmoil.

				

				17 Better a meal of vegetables where there is love

				than a fattened ox with hatred.

				

				18 A hot-tempered man stirs up conflict,

				but a man slow to anger calms strife.

				A Principle to Live By - Controlling the Tongue

				[image: Getz0699.png]

				#28 We are to control what we say so that we can be peacemakers rather than those who create chaos and confusion.

				James, the Lord's half-brother, was chief elder or pastor of the church in Jerusalem (Ac 15:12-21; 21:17-19; Gl 2:9-10). He very well may have been reflecting on the proverbs in this chapter when he warned his fellow Jewish believers about the power of an untamed tongue:

				Now when we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we also guide the whole animal. And consider ships: Though very large and driven by fierce winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So too, though the tongue is a small part of the body, it boasts great things. Consider how large a forest a small fire ignites. And the tongue is a fire. The tongue, a world of unrighteousness, is placed among the parts of our bodies. It pollutes the whole body, sets the course of life on fire, and is set on fire by hell. (Jms 3:3-6)  (See Jms #8:Sinful Anger.)

				James's knowledge of the book of Proverbs may also explain why he concluded this section in his letter with the following question and exhortation:

				Who is wise and has understanding among you? He should show his works by good conduct with wisdom's gentleness. (Jms 3:13; see also Pr 15:18.) 

				Reflection and Response

				How can losing control of our speech when we are angry lead to trouble in our lives?  (Review Pr #24: The Power of Words)

				

				19 A slacker's way is like a thorny hedge,

				but the path of the upright is a highway.

				

				20 A wise son brings joy to his father,

				but a foolish man despises his mother. 
(Review Pr #38: A Gift to Parents.)

				

				21 Foolishness brings joy to one without sense,

				but a man with understanding walks a straight path.

				

				22 Plans fail when there is no counsel,

				but with many advisers they succeed. 
(Review Pr #32: Mutual Edification.)

				

				23 A man takes joy in giving an answer;ce

				and a timely word — how good that is!

				

				24 For the discerning the path of life leads upward,

				so that he may avoid going down to Sheol.

				

				25 The Lord destroys the house of the proud,

				but He protects the widow's territory.

				

				26 The Lord detests the plans of an evil man,

				but pleasant words are pure.

				

				

				27 The one who profits dishonestly troubles his household,

				but the one who hates bribes will live.

				

				28 The mind of the righteous person thinks 
before answering,

				but the mouth of the wicked blurts out evil things.(Review Pr #28: Controlling the Tongue

				

				29 The Lord is far from the wicked,

				but He hears the prayer of the righteous.

				

				30 Bright eyes cheer the heart;

				good news strengthenscf the bones.

				

				31 One whocg listens to life-giving rebukes

				will be at home among the wise.

				

				32 Anyone who ignores discipline despises 
himself,

				but whoever listens to correction acquires good sense.ch

				

				33 The fear of the Lord is what wisdom teaches,

				and humility comes before honor.

				A Principle to Live By - The Path to Honor
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				#29 If we are to be truly honored by God and others, we must first of all demonstrate a true spirit of humility.

				When wisdom teaches us to fear God, we bow before Him in humble worship, and in His timing He exalts us (Jms 4:10; 1Pt 5:6). Jesus Christ practiced and modeled this principle when He"became flesh and took up residence among us" (Jn 1:14). He"did not consider equality with God as something to be used for His own advantage." He assumed"the form of a slave" and"humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death—even to death on a cross." As a result of this ultimate sacrifice and demonstration of humility,"God highly exalted Him and gave Him the name that is above every name" (Php 2:6-11). 

				Paul's powerful point in this section of his letter to the Philippians—and to us—is this: Our attitude should be the same as Christ Jesus. He is our model. To be truly honored, we must demonstrate authentic humility (Php 2:5).  (See Php #6:Imitating Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so difficult to practice true humility?

				

				16 The reflections of the heart 
 belong to man,

				but the answer of the tongue is from the Lord.

				

				2 All a man's ways seem right to him,

				but the Lord evaluates the motives.ci

				

				3 Commit your activities to the Lord,

				and your plans will be achieved.

				

				4 The Lord has prepared everything for His 
purpose —

				even the wicked for the day of disaster.

				

				5 Everyone with a proud heart is detestable to the Lord;

				be assured,cj he will not go unpunished.

				

				6 Wickedness is •atoned for by loyalty and 
faithfulness,

				and one turns from evil by the •fear of the Lord.

				

				7 When a man's ways please the Lord,

				Heck makes even his enemies to be at peace with him.

				

				8 Better a little with righteousness

				than great income with injustice.

				

				9 A man's heart plans his way,

				but the Lord determines his steps.

				

				

				10 God's verdict is on the lips of a king;cl

				his mouth should not give an unfair judgment.

				

				11 Honest balances and scales are the Lord's;

				all the weights in the bag are His concern.

				

				12 Wicked behavior is detestable to kings,

				since a throne is established through 
righteousness.

				

				13 Righteous lips are a king's delight,

				and he loves one who speaks honestly.

				

				14 A king's fury is a messenger of death,

				but a wise man appeases it.

				

				15 When a king's face lights up, there is life;

				his favor is like a cloud with spring rain.

				

				16 Get wisdom —

				how much better it is than gold!

				And get understanding —

				it is preferable to silver.

				

				17 The highway of the upright avoids evil;

				the one who guards his way protects his life.

				

				18 Pride comes before destruction,

				and an arrogant spirit before a fall.

				

				19 Better to be lowly of spirit with the humble cm 

				than to divide plunder with the proud.

				A Principle to Live By - Pride versus Humility
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				#30 As Christians, we should be characterized by humility, not pride and arrogance.

				Warnings against pride and exhortations to be truly humble flow throughout the book of Proverbs:

				
						"Arrogant eyes" are at the top of the list of seven things the Lord hates the most (6:16-19).

						Wisdom, personified as a godly woman, hates"arrogant pride" (8:13).

						Pride leads to disgrace and humility leads to wisdom (11:2).

						Humility leads to honor (15:33). 

						Pride leads to a downfall (18:12). 

						"Haughty eyes and an arrogant heart" indicate sin (21:4).

						Mocking others is a reflection of"excessive pride" (21:24).

						Humility leads to godly fear (22:4).

						Pride will ultimately humble a person (29:23).  (See 1Sm #25:Prideful Behavior; ;2Sm #18: The Pervasive Sin of Pride")

				

				Our greatest example of pride in the Bible is Satan and our greatest example of humility is Jesus Christ. To defeat Satan we must put on the whole armor of God and at the same time imitate Jesus Christ. Paul wrote to the Philippians,

				Do nothing out of rivalry or conceit, but in humility consider others as more important than yourselves. Everyone should look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. Make your own attitude that of Christ Jesus. (Php 2:3-5) 

				Reflection and Response

				How do we distinguish between having a good self-image and being prideful?

				

				20 The one who understands a matter finds success,

				and the one who trusts in the Lord will be happy.

				

				21 Anyone with a wise heart is called discerning,

				and pleasant speechcn increases learning.

				

				22 Insight is a fountain of life for its possessor,

				but the discipline of fools is folly.

				

				23 A wise heart instructs its mouth

				and increases learning with its speech.co

				

				24 Pleasant words are a honeycomb:

				sweet to the tastecp and health to the body.cq 
(Review Pr #24: The Power of Words.)

				

				25 There is a way that seems right to a man,

				but its end is the way to death.

				

				26 A worker's appetite works for him

				because his hungercr urges him on.

				

				27 A worthless man digs up evil,

				and his speech is like a scorching fire.

				

				28 A contrary man spreads conflict,

				and a gossip separates close friends.

				29 A violent man lures his neighbor,

				leading him in a way that is not good.

				

				30 The one who narrows his eyes is planning 
deceptions;

				the one who compresses his lips brings about evil.

				

				31 Gray hair is a glorious crown;

				it is found in the way of righteousness.

				

				32 Patience is better than power,

				and controlling one's temper,cs than capturing a city.  (Review Pr #27: Mature Perceptions.)

				

				33 The lot is cast into the lap,

				but its every decision is from the Lord.

				

				17 Better a dry crust with peace

				than a house full of feasting 
 with strife.

				

				2 A wise servant will rule over a disgraceful son

				and share an inheritance among brothers.

				

				3 A crucible for silver, and a smelter for gold,

				and the Lord is the tester of hearts.

				

				4 A wicked person listens to malicious talk;ct

				a liar pays attention to a destructive tongue.

				

				5 The one who mocks the poor insults 
his Maker,

				and one who rejoices over calamity

				will not go unpunished.

				

				6 Grandchildren are the crown of the elderly,

				and the pride of sons is their fathers.

				

				7 Eloquent words are not appropriate on a fool's lips;

				how much worse are lies for a ruler.

				

				8 A bribe seems like a magic stone to its owner;

				wherever he turns, he succeeds.

				

				

				9 Whoever conceals an offense promotes love,

				but whoever gossips about it separates friends.

				

				10 A rebuke cuts into a perceptive person

				more than a hundred lashes into a fool.

				

				11 An evil man seeks only rebellion;

				a cruel messengercu will be sent against him.

				

				12 Better for a man to meet a bear robbed of her cubs

				than a fool in his foolishness.

				

				13 If anyone returns evil for good,

				evil will never depart from his house.

				

				14 To start a conflict is to release a flood;

				stop the dispute before it breaks out.

				A Principle to Live By - Able to Teach
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				#31 We should do what we can to avoid arguments and quarrels.

				Most of us will readily admit it is easy to"start a conflict" but it's very difficult to control it once it deteriorates into an argument. Our goal should be to"stop the dispute before it breaks out" (v. 14).

				Paul addressed this issue with Timothy. As an apostle who had faced every kind of hostile reaction to his ministry, he penned these words to his faithful companion:

				But reject foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they breed quarrels. The Lord's slave must not quarrel, but must be gentle to everyone, able to teach, and patient, instructing his opponents with gentleness. Perhaps God will grant them repentance leading them to the knowledge of the truth. Then they may come to their senses and escape the Devil's trap, having been captured by him to do his will. (2Tm 2:23-26) 

				This paragraph centers on being"able to teach" those who are opposed to hearing the truth. This is a quality of Christian maturity that enables us to respond with gentleness and patience to those who disagree with us. It means not being threatened and not responding defensively. Rather it means having a teachable spirit ourselves since this meaning is inherent in the Greek term didaktikos, translated"able to teach." We are to always have a teachable spirit when we teach others, even those who disagree with us.  (See 2Tm #7:Able to Teach.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways can we develop the ability to respond gently to those who disagree with us?  (Review Pr #24: The Power of Words)

				

				15 Acquitting the •guilty and condemning the just —

				both are detestable to the Lord.

				

				16 Why does a fool have money in his hand

				with no intention of buying wisdom?

				

				17 A friend loves at all times,

				and a brother is born for a difficult time.

				

				18 One without sense enters an agreementcv

				and puts up security for his friend.

				

				19 One who loves to offend loves strife;

				one who builds a high threshold invites injury.

				

				20 One with a twisted mind will not succeed,

				and one with deceitful speech will fall into ruin.

				

				

				21 A man fathers a fool to his own sorrow;

				the father of a fool has no joy.

				

				22 A joyful heart is good medicine,

				but a broken spirit dries up the bones.(Review Pr #24: The Power of Words.)

				

				23 A wicked man secretly takes a bribe

				to subvert the course of justice.

				

				24 Wisdom is the focus of the perceptive,

				but a fool's eyes roam to the ends of the earth.

				

				25 A foolish son is grief to his father

				and bitterness to the one who bore him.

				

				

				26 It is certainly not good to fine an innocent person

				or to beat a noble for his honesty.cw

				

				27 The intelligent person restrains his words,

				and one who keeps a cool headcx

				is a man of understanding.(Review Pr #28: Controlling the Tongue.)

				

				28 Even a fool is considered wise when he keeps 
silent,

				discerning when he seals his lips.

				

				18 One who isolates himself pursues 
 selfish desires;

				he rebels against all sound judgment.

				A Principle to Live By - Mutual Edification
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				#32 As believers, we are to be in fellowship with one another. 

				Purposely living in isolation and making decisions void of wise counsel from others is not only a violation of the will of God, it's also dangerous. Several proverbs emphasize how important it is to be a part of a believing community and to listen and learn from others. For example:

				
						Without guidance, people fall, but with many counselors there is deliverance (11:14).

						A fool's way is right in his own eyes, but whoever listens to counsel is wise (12:15).

						Plans fail when there is no counsel, but with many advisers they succeed (15:22).

				

				When we receive God's gift of salvation, we become a part of the church, the body of Christ. He is the head and we are members of"one another"—a term (allelon) that appears over 60 times in the New Testament to describe our relationship with other believers. In essence, it's impossible to become a mature Christian—let alone make wise decisions—when we live in isolation (Eph 4:16). However, sometimes we can be in the midst of other believers but remain effectively isolated. In Proverbs 18 we read,"The one who gives an answer before he listens—this is foolishness and disgrace for him" (v. 13). In other words, it is possible to be with others physically and still be unteachable.  (See Ac #39:Relationships with One Another.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so important to consult mature Christians when we are making important decisions?

				

				2 A fool does not delight in understanding,

				but only wants to show off his opinions.cy

				

				3 When a wicked man comes, contempt also does,

				and along with dishonor, disgrace.

				

				4 The words of a man's mouth are deep waters,

				a flowing river, a fountain of wisdom.cz

				

				5 It is not good to show partiality to the •guilty

				by perverting the justice due the innocent.

				

				6 A fool's lips lead to strife,

				and his mouth provokes a beating.

				

				7 A fool's mouth is his devastation,

				and his lips are a trap for his life.

				

				8 A gossip's words are like choice food

				that goes down to one's innermost being.da

				

				9 The one who is truly lazy in his work

				is brother to a vandal.db

				

				10 The name of •Yahweh is a strong tower;

				the righteous run to it and are protected.dc

				

				11 A rich man's wealth is his fortified city;

				in his imagination it is like a high wall.

				12 Before his downfall a man's heart is proud,

				but humility comes before honor.(Review Pr #29: The Path to Honor.)

				

				13 The one who gives an answer before he 
listens —

				this is foolishness and disgrace for him.

				

				14 A man's spirit can endure sickness,

				but who can survive a broken spirit?

				

				15 The mind of the discerning acquires 
knowledge,

				and the ear of the wise seeks it.

				

				16 A gift opens doorsdd for a man

				and brings him before the great.

				

				17 The first to state his case seems right

				until another comes and cross-examines him.

				

				18 Casting the lot ends quarrels

				and separates powerful opponents.

				

				19 An offended brother is harder to reach de

				than a fortified city,

				and quarrels are like the bars of a fortress.

				

				20 From the fruit of his mouth a man's stomach is satisfied;

				he is filled with the product of his lips.

				

				21 Life and death are in the power of the tongue,

				and those who love it will eat its fruit.(Review Pr #24: The Power of Words.)

				

				22 A man who finds a wife finds a good thing

				and obtains favor from the Lord.

				

				23 The poor man pleads,

				but the rich one answers roughly.

				

				24 A man with many friends may be harmed, df

				but there is a friend who stays closer than a 
brother.

				

				19 Better a poor man who lives with 
 integrity

				than someone who has deceitful lips and is a fool.

				

				2 Even zeal is not good without knowledge,

				and the one who acts hastilydg sins.

				

				3 A man's own foolishness leads him astray,

				yet his heart rages against the Lord.

				

				4 Wealth attracts many friends,

				but a poor man is separated from his friend.

				

				5 A false witness will not go unpunished,

				and one who utters lies will not escape.

				

				6 Many seek a ruler's favor,

				and everyone is a friend of one who gives gifts.

				

				7 All the brothers of a poor man hate him;

				how much more do his friends

				keep their distance from him!

				He may pursue them with words,

				but they are not there.dh

				

				8 The one who acquires good sensedi loves 
himself;

				one who safeguards understanding finds 
success.

				

				9 A false witness will not go unpunished,

				and one who utters lies perishes.

				

				10 Luxury is not appropriate for a fool —

				how much less for a slave to rule over princes!

				

				11 A person's insight gives him patience,

				and his virtue is to overlook an offense.(Review Pr #27: Mature Perceptions.)

				

				12 A king's rage is like the roaring of a lion,

				but his favor is like dew on the grass.

				

				13 A foolish son is his father's ruin,

				and a wife's nagging is an endless dripping.

				

				14 A house and wealth are inherited from 
fathers,

				but a sensible wife is from the Lord.

				

				15 Laziness induces deep sleep,

				and a lazy person will go hungry.

				

				16 The one who keeps commands preserves 
himself;

				one who disregardsdj his ways will die.

				

				17 Kindness to the poor is a loan to the Lord,

				and He will give a reward to the lender.dk

				

				A Principle to Live By - Helping the Poor
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				#33 We are to do what we can to help the poor, realizing this is serving God.

				Jesus underscored the importance of this proverb when He stated that someday,"When the Son of Man comes in His glory" (Mt 25:31), He will separate those who are true believers from those who are not. To make His point, Jesus said,

				For I was hungry and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you took care of Me; I was in prison and you visited Me. (Mt 25:35-36) 

				Those listening were startled and asked when they had cared for Jesus in this way. His answer correlates with the proverb we've highlighted in this chapter:

				I assure you: Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of Mine, you did for Me. (Mt 25:40)

				Jesus was not teaching we're saved by doing good works. However, how we treat those who are in need is an indicator of whether or not our faith is real. Thus James wrote,

				What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can his faith save him? If a brother or sister is without clothes and lacks daily food and one of you says to them,"Go in peace, keep warm, and eat well," but you don't give them what the body needs, what good is it? In the same way faith, if it doesn't have works, is dead by itself. (Jms 2:14-17)  (See Jms #7:Good Works.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important for a church to have a proper system for determining if those asking for help are acting responsibly in meeting their daily needs?  (See ;1Th #8:Economic Responsibility; 2Th #3: Church Discipline.)

				

				18 Discipline your son while there is hope;

				don't be intent on killing him.dl

				

				19 A person with great anger bears the penalty;

				if you rescue him, you'll have to do it again.

				

				20 Listen to counsel and receive instruction

				so that you may be wise later in life.dm

				

				21 Many plans are in a man's heart,

				but the Lord's decree will prevail.

				

				22 What is desirable in a man is his fidelity;

				better to be a poor man than a liar.

				

				23 The •fear of the Lord leads to life;

				one will sleep at nightdn without danger.

				

				24 The slacker buries his hand in the bowl;

				he doesn't even bring it back to his mouth.

				

				25 Strike a mocker, and the inexperienced learn a lesson;

				rebuke the discerning, and he gains knowledge.

				

				26 The one who assaults his father and evicts his mother

				is a disgraceful and shameful son.

				

				

				27 If you stop listening to correction, my son,

				you will stray from the words of knowledge.

				

				28 A worthless witness mocks justice,

				and a wicked mouth swallows iniquity.

				

				29 Judgments are prepared for mockers,

				and beatings for the backs of fools.(Review Pr #37: Criminal Behavior.)

				

				20 Wine is a mocker, beer is a brawler,

				and whoever staggers because 
 of them is not wise.(Review Pr #39: Addictive Behaviors.)

				

				2 A king's terrible wrath is like the roaring of a lion;

				anyone who provokes him endangers himself.

				

				3 It is honorable for a man to resolve a dispute,

				but any fool can get himself into a quarrel.

				

				4 The slacker does not plow during planting 
season;do

				at harvest time he looks,dp and there is nothing.

				

				5 Counsel in a man's heart is deep water;

				but a man of understanding draws it out.

				

				6 Many a man proclaims his own loyalty,

				but who can find a trustworthy man?

				

				7 The one who lives with integrity is righteous;

				his childrendq who come after him will be happy.

				

				8 A king sitting on a throne to judge

				sifts out all evil with his eyes.

				

				9 Who can say,"I have kept my heart pure;

				I am cleansed from my sin"?

				

				10 Differing weights and varying measuresdr —

				both are detestable to the Lord.

				

				11 Even a young man is known by his actions —

				if his behavior is pure and upright.

				

				12 The hearing ear and the seeing eye —

				the Lord made them both.

				

				13 Don't love sleep, or you will become poor;

				open your eyes, and you'll have enough to eat.(Review Pr #16: A Biblical Work Ethic.)

				

				14 "It's worthless, it's worthless!" the buyer says,
but after he is on his way, he gloats.

				15 There is gold and a multitude of jewels,

				but knowledgeable lips are a rare treasure.

				

				16 Take his garment,

				for he has put up security for a stranger;

				get collateral if it is for foreigners.

				

				17 Food gained by fraud is sweet to a man,

				but afterward his mouth is full of gravel.

				

				18 Finalize plans with counsel,

				and wage war with sound guidance.  (Review Pr #32: Mutual Edification.)

				

				19 The one who reveals secrets is a constant gossip;

				avoid someone with a big mouth.

				

				20 Whoever curses his father or mother —

				his lamp will go out in deep darkness.

				

				21 An inheritance gained prematurely

				will not be blessed ultimately.

				

				22 Don't say,"I will avenge this evil!"

				Wait on the Lord, and He will rescue you.

				

				A Principle to Live By - The Rule of Law

				[image: Getz0705.png]

				#34 We are never to take the law into our own hands and take vengeance on those who have engaged in evil against us.

				When someone commits a crime against us or against those we love, it is often difficult to wait patiently for systems of justice to work. When we face this kind of difficult situation we must remind ourselves of Paul's exhortations. Perhaps he was reflecting on Proverbs 20:22 when he wrote,

				Vengeance belongs to Me; I will repay, says the Lord. (Rm 12:19b)

				See to it that no one repays evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good for one another and for all. (1Th 5:15) 

				This principle does not mean we'll always be protected from harm in this life. However, as believers we will be delivered—as Paul wrote to the Philippians—"whether by life or by death" (Php 1:20). 

				Furthermore, this biblical teaching does not mean we shouldn't protect ourselves when possible. Nor does it imply we should not pray for justice through proper government channels. But it is teaching that God is our ultimate defender and deliverer.  (See Rm #24:Avoiding Vengeance.)

				Reflection and Response

				In order to protect ourselves and others from evil people, are we ever justified in being dishonest?  (See Ex #3:Wise Resistance.)

				

				23 Differing weightsds are detestable to the Lord,

				and dishonest scales are unfair.

				

				24 A man's steps are determined by the Lord,

				so how can anyone understand his own way?

				

				25 It is a trap for anyone to dedicate 
something rashly

				and later to reconsider his vows.

				

				26 A wise king separates out the wicked

				and drives the threshing wheel over them.

				

				27 The Lord's lamp sheds light on a person's life,dt

				searching the innermost parts.du

				

				28 Loyalty and faithfulness deliver a king;

				through loyalty he maintains his throne.

				

				29 The glory of young men is their strength,

				and the splendor of old men is gray hair.

				

				30 Lashes and wounds purge away evil,

				and beatings cleanse the innermost parts.dv  
(Review Pr #37: Criminal Behavior.)

				

				21 A king's heart is like streams of water 
 in the Lord's hand:

				He directs it wherever He chooses.

				

				2 All a man's ways seem right to him,

				but the Lord evaluates the motives.dw

				

				3 Doing what is righteous and just

				is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice.

				

				4 The lamp dx that guides the wicked —

				haughty eyes and an arrogant heart — is sin.

				

				5 The plans of the diligent certainly lead to profit,

				but anyone who is reckless certainly becomes 
poor.

				

				6 Making a fortune through a lying tongue

				is a vanishing mist,dy a pursuit of death. dz, ea

				

				A Principle to Live By - Honesty and Integrity
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				#35 We're always to be honest and fair in our business practices. 

				Consistently telling the truth is a virtue that appears throughout the book of Proverbs. For example, when exhorting a son to choose the straight path, Solomon addressed this issue unequivocally:

				Don't let your mouth speak dishonestly, and don't let your lips talk deviously. (4:24; see also 6:12; 12:17,19-20,22; 17:4.)

				In Proverbs 21:6 Solomon addressed specifically the importance of honesty when making a living, which is reinforced in other proverbs. For example:

				Dishonest scales are detestable to the Lord, but an accurate weight is His delight. (11:1; see also 20:17,23.)

				The apostle Paul advocated honesty in all aspects of our lives when he exhorted the Ephesians always to"speak the truth, each one to his neighbor" (Eph 4:25). Regarding making a living, he wrote, 

				The thief must no longer steal. Instead, he must do honest work with his own hands, so that he has something to share with anyone in need. (Eph 4:28)  (See Eph #11:Walking in Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways do some Christians violate this principle of honesty and integrity without giving it a second thought?

				

				7 The violence of the wicked sweeps them away

				because they refuse to act justly.

				

				8 A •guilty man's conduct is crooked,

				but the behavior of the innocent is upright.

				

				9 Better to live on the corner of a roof

				than to share a house with a nagging wife. 
(Review Pr #26: A Godly Woman.)

				

				10 A wicked person desires evil;

				he has no considerationeb for his neighbor.

				

				11 When a mocker is punished,

				the inexperienced become wiser;

				when one teaches a wise man,

				he acquires knowledge.

				

				12 The Righteous One considers the house of the wicked;

				He brings the wicked to ruin.

				

				13 The one who shuts his ears to the cry of the poor

				will himself also call out and not be 
answered.(Review Pr #33: Helping the Poor.)

				

				14 A secret gift soothes anger,

				and a covert bribe,ec fierce rage.

				

				15 Justice executed is a joy to the righteous

				but a terror to those who practice iniquity.

				

				16 The man who strays from the way of wisdom

				will come to rest

				in the assembly of the departed spirits.

				

				17 The one who loves pleasure will become a poor man;

				whoever loves wine and oil will not get rich.

				

				18 The wicked are a ransom for the righteous,

				and the treacherous, fored the upright.

				

				19 Better to live in a wilderness

				than with a nagging and hot-tempered wife. 
(Review Pr #26: A Godly Woman.)

				

				20 Precious treasure and oil are in the dwelling of a wise person,

				but a foolish man consumes them.ee

				

				21 The one who pursues righteousness and
 faithful love

				will find life, righteousness, and honor.

				

				22 A wise person went up against a city of warriors

				and brought down its secure fortress.

				

				23 The one who guards his mouth and tongue

				keeps himself out of trouble.  (Review Pr #28: Controlling the Tongue.)

				

				24 The proud and arrogant person, named "Mocker,"

				acts with excessive pride.

				

				25 A slacker's craving will kill him

				because his hands refuse to work.

				26 He is filled with cravingef all day long,

				but the righteous give and don't hold back.

				

				27 The sacrifice of a wicked person is detestable —

				how much more so

				when he brings it with ulterior motives!

				

				28 A lying witness will perish,

				but the one who listens will speak successfully.

				

				29 A wicked man puts on a bold face,

				but the upright man considers his way.

				

				30 No wisdom, no understanding, and no 
counsel

				will prevail against the Lord.

				

				31 A horse is prepared for the day of battle,

				but victory comes from the Lord.

				

				22 A good name is to be chosen 
 over great wealth;

				favor is better than silver and gold.

				

				2 The rich and the poor have this in common:eg

				the Lord made them both.eh

				

				3 A sensible person sees danger and takes cover,

				but the inexperienced keep going and are 
punished.

				

				4 The result of humility is •fear of the Lord,

				along with wealth, honor, and life.

				

				5 There are thorns and snares on the path of the crooked;

				the one who guards himself stays far from them.

				

				6 Teach a youth about the way he should go;

				even when he is old he will not depart from it.

				

				A Principle to Live By - The Growth Process
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				#36 Parents are to understand the unique way God has created their children and nurture them accordingly.

				In this proverb, the word translated"youth" is used in the Old Testament to apply to children from pre-birth through the first 20 years of life. Furthermore, the"way he should go" relates to the way God has created every normal human being. Even Jesus Christ in His human nature progressed through these natural phases. Luke has recorded that as a young boy"Jesus increased in wisdom [mentally] and stature [physically], and in favor with God [spiritually] and with people [socially]" (Lk 2:52).  (See Lk #7:Both God and Man.)

				Understanding these God-created phases is very important in teaching children, particularly as parents. When we ignore this growth process, we can create frustration, anxiety, discouragement, insecurity, and even anger, which can lead to rebellion. When this kind of resentment becomes persistent, children often make decisions to reject and"depart from" the will of God.

				Here we can learn another lesson from the apostle Paul. Even in his ministry among adults, he practiced the truth in this proverb. To the Thessalonians, he wrote,

				Although we could have been a burden as Christ's apostles, instead we were gentle among you, as a nursing mother nurtures her own children. . . . You are witnesses, and so is God, of how devoutly, righteously, and blamelessly we conducted ourselves with you believers. As you know, like a father with his own children, we encouraged, comforted, and implored each one of you to walk worthy of God, who calls you into His own kingdom and glory. (1Th 2:7,10-12)  (See 1Th #3:God's Household Model.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways do parents often misunderstand their children's growth process and create persistent negative reactions that continue even into adulthood?

				

				7 The rich rule over the poor,

				and the borrower is a slave to the lender.

				

				8 The one who sows injustice will reap disaster,

				and the rod of his fury will be destroyed.

				

				9 A generous personei will be blessed,

				for he shares his food with the poor.(Review Pr #33: Helping the Poor.)

				

				10 Drive out a mocker, and conflict goes too;

				then quarreling and dishonor will cease.

				

				11 The one who loves a pure heart

				and gracious lips — the king is his friend.

				

				12 The Lord's eyes keep watch over knowledge,

				but He overthrows the words of the treacherous.

				

				13 The slacker says,"There's a lion outside!

				I'll be killed in the public square!"

				

				14 The mouth of the forbidden woman is a deep pit;

				a man cursed by the Lord will fall into it.

				

				15 Foolishness is tangled up in the heart of a youth;

				the rod of discipline will drive it away from him.(Review Pr #37: Criminal Behavior.)

				

				16 Oppressing the poor to enrich oneself,

				and giving to the rich — both lead only to poverty.

				

	

Words of the Wise

				17 Listen closely,ej pay attention to the words of the wise,

				and apply your mind to my knowledge.

				18 For it is pleasing if you keep them within you

				and ifek they are constantly on your lips.

				19 I have instructed you today — even you —

				so that your confidence may be in the Lord.

				20 Haven't I written for you thirty sayings el

				about counsel and knowledge,

				21 in order to teach you true and reliable words,

				so that you may give a dependable reportem

				to those who sent you?

				

				22 Don't rob a poor man because he is poor,

				and don't crush the oppressed at the •gate,

				23 for the Lord will take up their case

				and will plunder those who plunder them.

				

				24 Don't make friends with an angry man,en

				and don't be a companion of a hot-tempered man,

				25 or you will learn his ways

				and entangle yourself in a snare.  (Review Pr #27: Mature Perceptions.)

				

				26 Don't be one of those who enter agreements,eo

				who put up security for loans.

				27 If you have no money to pay,

				even your bed will be taken from under you.

				

				28 Don't move an ancient boundary marker

				that your fathers set up.

				

				29 Do you see a man skilled in his work?

				He will stand in the presence of kings.

				He will not stand in the presence of 
unknown men.

				

				23 When you sit down to dine with a ruler,

				consider carefully whatep is before you,

				2 and put a knife to your throat

				if you have a bigeq appetite;

				3 don't desire his choice food,

				for that food is deceptive.

				

				4 Don't wear yourself out to get rich;

				stop giving your attention to it.

				5 As soon as your eyes fly to it, it disappears,

				for it makes wings for itself

				and flies like an eagle to the sky.

				

				6 Don't eat a stingy person's bread,er

				and don't desire his choice food,

				7 for it's like someone calculating inwardly. es 

				"Eat and drink," he says to you,

				but his heart is not with you.

				8 You will vomit the little you've eaten

				and waste your pleasant words.

				

				9 Don't speak toet a fool,

				for he will despise the insight of your words.

				

				10 Don't move an ancient boundary marker,

				and don't encroach on the fields of the fatherless,

				11 for their Redeemer is strong,

				and He will take up their case against you.

				

				12 Apply yourself to discipline

				and listen to words of knowledge.

				

				13 Don't withhold discipline from a youth;

				if you beat him with a rod, he will not die.

				14 Strike him with a rod,

				and you will rescue his life from •Sheol.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Criminal Behavior
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				#37 To deal effectively with criminal behavior, we are to support our judicial system and various forms of punishment.

				Throughout the book of Proverbs, fathers particularly are admonished to discipline their sons severely for various behaviors that violate the laws of God. The main instrument for applying this discipline was the"rod." For example, Solomon wrote,

				Wisdom is found on the lips of the discerning, but a rod is for the back of the one who lacks sense. (10:13; see also 13:24; 22:15; 23:13-14; 29:15.)

				Other proverbs indicate the nature and severity of this punishment. For example,

				Lashes and wounds purge away evil, and beatings cleanse the innermost parts. (20:30; see also 15:10; 17:10; 19:18,25.) 

				To understand why this punishment was so severe, we need to understand the Old Testament context. First, the Hebrew word na'ar generally refers not to a child but to a"youth" or"young man." The behavior described in Proverbs indicates that Solomon most often addressed a young adult son who was involved in serious criminal behavior. The youth may have joined a band of robbers and murderers (1:10-19). He was also involved in flagrant immorality (2:16; 5:1-4; 6:23-24; 7:6-23; 23:26-28). As a married man, he was exhorted not to be sexually involved with"a forbidden woman" (5:20). In addition, he was also guilty of assaulting his father and throwing his mother out of the house (19:26). All of these behaviors were—and still are—serious crimes against humanity and violate several of the Ten Commandments (Ex 20:1-17). 

				In Israel, a court system was set up to determine the penalty for these crimes (Dt 25:1-3), but the father had the primary responsibility for dealing with these criminal acts, thus effectively making him an arm of the government.

				The rod then, under the old covenant, was used as a means of disciplining very wicked behavior. The ultimate form of punishment, of course, was stoning (Lv 24:13-14). In other words, the rod was a form of punishment short of death. This is why Solomon wrote this proverb (Pr 23:13-14). 

				These forms of punishment were still used in Judaism in the beginning of the New Testament era, particularly for dealing with what the Jews believed was blasphemy. Thus Stephen was stoned to death (Ac 7:54-60), and Paul was beaten three times"with rods" (2Co 11:25). 

				Though the New Testament does not prescribe penalties for serious crimes, the principle from the Old Testament still stands. God has established governments to apply punishment, including the death penalty, to those who commit horrendous acts (Rm 13:4). The responsibility is no longer that of parents. Rather, we are to do all we can to nurture our children so that they will grow up following God's ways.

				Reflection and Response

				When choosing methods of disciplining our children today, why is it important to understand that most of the proverbs that expound on this subject are referring to serious criminal behavior on the part of adult children?

				

				

				15 My son, if your heart is wise,

				my heart will indeed rejoice.

				16 My innermost being will cheer

				when your lips say what is right.

				

				17 Don't let your heart envy sinners;

				instead, always •fear the Lord.

				18 For then you will have a future,

				and your hope will never fade.

				

				19 Listen, my son, and be wise;

				keep your mind on the right course.

				20 Don't associate with those who drink too much wine

				or with those who gorge themselves on meat.

				21 For the drunkard and the glutton will 
become poor,

				and grogginess will clothe them in rags.

				

				22 Listen to your father who gave you life,

				and don't despise your mother wheneu she is old.  (Review Pr #39: Addictive Behaviors.)

				23 Buy — and do not sell — truth,

				wisdom, instruction, and understanding.

				24 The father of a righteous son will rejoice greatly,

				and one who fathers a wise son will delight in him.

				25 Let your father and mother have joy,

				and let her who gave birth to you rejoice.

				

				A Principle to Live By - A Gift to Parents
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				#38 We should live in the will of God so that we will bring happiness into our parent's lives rather than sadness. 

				Solomon described the positive and negative emotions parents feel because of their children's behavior—often in the same proverb. They can experience"joy" (10:1; 15:20; 17:21; 27:11; 29:3) or"heartache" (10:1)"sorrow" (17:21),"grief," and"bitterness" (17:25). Solomon used more words to describe negative emotions since when children walk out of the will of God and live in sin, it is one the most painful experiences in life. Few events hurt as badly as watching children persistently live self-destructive lives. 

				This Principle to Live By also relates to the family of God. Speaking positively regarding his spiritual children, John wrote,

				I have no greater joy than this: to hear that my children are walking in the truth. (3Jn 4) 

				Speaking negatively, Paul wrote these words to the Galatians who were regressing in their Christian lives:

				My children, I am again suffering labor pains for you until Christ is formed in you. (Gl 4:19) 

				Reflection and Response

				How can children bring happiness to parents who are immature, controlling, and possessive?

				

				26 My son, give me your heart,

				and let your eyes observe my ways.

				27 For a prostitute is a deep pit,

				and a stranger is a narrow well;

				28 indeed, she sets an ambush like a robber

				and increases those among men who are unfaithful.

				

				29 Who has woe? Who has sorrow?

				Who has conflicts? Who has complaints?

				Who has wounds for no reason?

				Who has red eyes?

				30 Those who linger over wine,

				those who go looking for mixed wine.

				31 Don't gaze at wine because it is red,

				when it gleams in the cup

				and goes down smoothly.

				32 In the end it bites like a snake

				and stings like a viper.

				33 Your eyes will see strange things,

				and you will say absurd things.ev

				34 You'll be like someone sleeping out at sea

				or lying down on the top of a ship's mast.

				35 "They struck me, but ew I feel no pain!

				They beat me, but I didn't know it!

				When will I wake up?

				I'll look for another drink."

				A Principle to Live By - Addictive Behaviors

				#39 To reflect Christian maturity, we must not be addicted to anything that interferes with clear thinking and godly living. 

				[image: Getz0710.png]

				This paragraph in Proverbs warns against intoxication more vividly than any other passage of Scripture. What could be more descriptive than seeing"strange things," saying"absurd things," and then waking up from a drunken stupor and looking"for another drink" (23:33,35)? 

				Paul often warned believers of this kind of inebriation. He exhorted the Ephesians,

				And don't get drunk with wine, which leads to reckless actions, but be filled by the Spirit. 
(Eph 5:18) 

				He elaborated on the sins that often accompany this kind of addiction:

				Let us walk with decency, as in the daylight: not in carousing and drunkenness; not in sexual impurity and promiscuity; not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no plans to satisfy the fleshly desires. (Rm 13:13-14)  (See Rm #27:Walking in the Light.)

				Though Paul included all believers in these passages, he made it very clear that no one who serves as a spiritual leader should be"addicted to wine" (1Tm 3:3; Ti 1:7; 2:3; cp. Pr 31:4). Rather, they are to be godly models of sobriety.

				Reflection and Response

				Why is accountability so important in overcoming various addictions?

				

				24 Don't envy evil men

				or desire to be with them,

				2 for their hearts plan violence,

				and their words stir up trouble.  (Review Pr #3: The Right Path.)

				

				3 A house is built by wisdom,

				and it is established by understanding;

				4 by knowledge the rooms are filled

				with every precious and beautiful treasure. 
(Review Pr #26: A Godly Woman.)

				

				5 A wise warrior is better than a strong one, ex

				and a man of knowledge than one of strength; ey 

				6 for you should wage war with sound 
guidance —

				victory comes with many counselors.

				

				7 Wisdom is inaccessible toez a fool;

				he does not open his mouth at the •gate.

				

				8 The one who plots evil

				will be called a schemer.

				9 A foolish scheme is sin,

				and a mocker is detestable to people.

				

				10 If you do nothing in a difficult time,

				your strength is limited.

				11 Rescue those being taken off to death,

				and save those stumbling toward slaughter.

				

				12 If you say,"But we didn't know about this,"

				won't He who weighs hearts consider it?

				Won't He who protects your life know?

				Won't He repay a person according to his work?

				

				13 Eat honey, my son, for it is good,

				and the honeycomb is sweet to your palate;

				14 realize that wisdom is the same for you.

				If you find it, you will have a future,

				and your hope will never fade.

				

				15 Wicked man, don't set an ambush,

				at the camp of the righteous man;

				don't destroy his dwelling.

				16 Though a righteous man falls seven times,

				he will get up,

				but the wicked will stumble into ruin.

				

				17 Don't gloat when your enemy falls,

				and don't let your heart rejoice when he 
stumbles,

				18 or the Lord will see, be displeased,

				and turn His wrath away from him.

				

				19 Don't be agitated by evildoers,

				and don't envy the wicked.

				20 For the evil have no future;

				the lamp of the wicked will be put out.

				

				21 My son, •fear the Lord, as well as the king,

				and don't associate with rebels,fa

				22 for destruction from them will come suddenly;

				who knows what distress these two can bring?

				

				A Principle to Live By - Civic Responsibility

				#40 We are to honor and respect those who have government authority—regardless of their religious point of view—but we are always to honor God first. 
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				Solomon encouraged his son to fear the king and not participate in rebellion. Such respect is owed to anyone in authority. In New Testament times, despite the abuses of the Roman government, Paul and Peter both encouraged their readers to honor those in positions of authority (Rm 13:1-2; 1Pt 2:13-14).

				If we honor authority, we'll normally experience a positive response. Another proverb 
reads,"The one who loves a pure heart and gracious lips—the king is his friend" (Pr 22:11; see also 14:35; 16:12-15). Paul addressed this issue when he wrote to the Christians who lived in Rome, the capital city:

				For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have its approval. For government is God's servant for your good. (Rm 13:3-4a)  (See Rm #25:Civic Responsibilities.)

				However, Proverbs 24:21 plainly states that we are first of all and always to"fear the Lord." Peter, who may have been personally facing serious persecution from the Roman emperor, first underscored the principle of honoring authority, then elaborated,

				Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the Emperor. (1Pt 2:17; see also Ac 4:19; 5:29.) 
(See 1Pt #6:Human Institutions.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what circumstances do some Christians have to make a choice between obeying God and man?  (See Ac #10:Our Dual Citizenship.)

				

				23 These sayings also belong to the wise:

				

				It is not good to show partiality in judgment.

				24 Whoever says to the •guilty,"You are 
innocent" —

				people will curse him, and tribes will 
denounce him;

				25 but it will go well with those who convict the guilty,

				and a generous blessing will come to them.

				

				26 He who gives an honest answer

				gives a kiss on the lips.

				

				27 Complete your outdoor work, and prepare your field;

				afterward, build your house.

				

				28 Don't testify against your neighbor 
without cause.

				Don't deceive with your lips.

				29 Don't say,"I'll do to him what he did to me;

				I'll repay the man for what he has done."

				

				30 I went by the field of a slacker

				and by the vineyard of a man lacking sense.

				31 Thistles had come up everywhere,

				weeds covered the ground,

				and the stone wall was ruined.

				32 I saw, and took it to heart;

				I looked, and received instruction:

				33 a little sleep, a little slumber,

				a little folding of the arms to rest,

				34 and your poverty will come like a robber,

				your need, like a bandit.  (Review Pr #16: A Biblical Work Ethic.)

				

	

Hezekiah's Collection

				25 These too are proverbs of Solomon,

				which the men of Hezekiah, 
 king of Judah, copied.

				

				2 It is the glory of God to conceal a matter

				and the glory of kings to investigate a matter.

				3 As the heaven is high and the earth is deep,

				so the hearts of kings cannot be investigated.

				

				4 Remove impurities from silver,

				and a vessel will be producedfb for a silversmith.

				5 Remove the wicked from the king's presence,

				and his throne will be established in righteousness.

				

				6 Don't brag about yourself before the king,

				and don't stand in the place of the great;

				7 for it is better for him to say to you,"Come up here!"

				than to demote you in plain view of a noble.fc

				

				8 Don't take a matter to court hastily.

				Otherwise, what will you do afterward

				if your opponentfd humiliates you?

				9 Make your case with your opponentfe

				without revealing another's secret;

				10 otherwise, the one who hears will disgrace you,

				and you'll never live it down.ff

				

				11 A word spoken at the right time

				is like gold apples on a silver tray.fg

				12 A wise correction to a receptive ear

				is like a gold ring or an ornament of gold.(Review Pr #24: The Power of Words.)

				13 To those who send him, a trustworthy 
messenger

				is like the coolness of snow on a harvest day;

				he refreshes the life of his masters.

				

				14 The man who boasts about a gift that does not exist

				is like clouds and wind without rain.

				15 A ruler can be persuaded through patience,

				and a gentle tongue can break a bone.

				16 If you find honey, eat only what you need;

				otherwise, you'll get sick from it and vomit.

				17 Seldom set foot in your neighbor's house;

				otherwise, he'll get sick of you and hate you.

				

				18 A man giving false testimony against his 
neighbor

				is like a club, a sword, or a sharp arrow.

				19 Trusting an unreliable person in a difficult time

				is like a rotten tooth or a faltering foot.

				

				20 Singing songs to a troubled heart

				is like taking off clothing on a cold day

				or like pouring vinegar on soda.fh

				

				21 If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat,

				and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink;

				22 for you will heap burning coals on his head,

				and the Lord will reward you.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Demonstrating Christ's Love

				[image: Getz0712.png]

				#41 We are to love and pray for our enemies.

				Solomon commended doing good deeds for one's enemies. Jesus raised the bar to a whole new level: 

				You have heard that it was said, Love your neighbor and hate your enemy. But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. (Mt 5:43-44)  (See Mt #12:Loving as Christ Loved.)

				Paul picked up Jesus' theme when he wrote to the Romans, actually quoting from Proverbs 25:21-22:

				Friends, do not avenge yourselves; instead, leave room for His wrath. For it is written: Vengeance belongs to Me; I will repay, says the Lord. But If your enemy is hungry, feed him. If he is thirsty, give him something to drink. For in so doing you will be heaping fiery coals on his head. Do not be conquered by evil, but conquer evil with good. (Rm 12:19-21)  (See Rm #24:Avoiding Vengeance.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do we reconcile these biblical teachings with a desire for justice?

				

				23 The north wind produces rain,

				and a backbiting tongue, angry looks.

				24 Better to live on the corner of a roof

				than to share a house with a nagging wife. 
(Review Pr #26: A Godly Woman.)

				25 Good news from a distant land

				is like cold water to a parched throat.fi

				26 A righteous person who yields to the wicked

				is like a muddied spring or a polluted well.

				27 It is not good to eat too much honey

				or to seek glory after glory.fj

				28 A man who does not control his temper

				is like a city whose wall is broken down.(Review Pr #28: Controlling the Tongue.)

				

				26 Like snow in summer and rain 
 at harvest,

				honor is inappropriate for a fool.

				2 Like a flitting sparrow or a fluttering swallow,

				an undeserved curse goes nowhere.

				3 A whip for the horse, a bridle for the donkey,

				and a rod for the backs of fools.(Review Pr #37: Criminal Behavior.)

				4 Don't answer a fool according to his foolishness

				or you'll be like him yourself.

				5 Answer a fool according to his foolishness

				or he'll become wise in his own eyes.

				6 The one who sends a message by a fool's hand

				cuts off his own feet and drinks violence.

				7 A proverb in the mouth of a fool

				is like lame legs that hang limp.

				8 Giving honor to a fool

				is like binding a stone in a sling.

				9 A proverb in the mouth of a fool

				is like a stick with thorns,

				brandished byfk the hand of a drunkard.

				10 The one who hires a fool or who hires those passing by

				is like an archer who wounds everyone.

				11 As a dog returns to its vomit,

				so a fool repeats his foolishness.

				12 Do you see a man who is wise in his own eyes?

				There is more hope for a fool than for him.

				

				13 The slacker says,"There's a lion in the road —

				a lion in the public square!"

				14 A door turns on its hinges,

				and a slacker, on his bed.

				15 The slacker buries his hand in the bowl;

				he is too weary to bring it to his mouth.

				16 In his own eyes, a slacker is wiser

				than seven men who can answer sensibly.

				

				17 A person who is passing by and meddles in a quarrel that's not his

				is like one who grabs a dog by the ears.

				18 Like a madman who throws flaming darts and deadly arrows,

				19 so is the man who deceives his neighbor

				and says,"I was only joking!"

				

				20 Without wood, fire goes out;

				without a gossip, conflict dies down.

				21 As charcoal for embers and wood for fire,

				so is a quarrelsome man for kindling 
strife.(Review Pr #28: Controlling the Tongue.)

				

				22 A gossip's words are like choice food

				that goes down to one's innermost being.fl

				

				23 Smooth fm lips with an evil heart

				are like glaze on an earthen vessel.

				24 A hateful person disguises himself with his speech

				and harbors deceit within.

				25 When he speaks graciously, don't believe him,

				for there are seven abominations in his heart.

				26 Though his hatred is concealed by deception,

				his evil will be revealed in the assembly.

				27 The one who digs a pit will fall into it,

				and whoever rolls a stone —

				it will come back on him.

				28 A lying tongue hates those it crushes,

				and a flattering mouth causes ruin.

				

				27 Don't boast about tomorrow,

				for you don't know what a day 
 might bring.

				

				2 Let another praise you, and not your own mouth —

				a stranger, and not your own lips.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Humble Planning

				[image: Getz0713.png]

				#42 We should always plan ahead with a sense of humility.

				Solomon has certainly encouraged all of us to plan ahead. In 21:5 he said that a person who acted recklessly would become poor, while diligent planning would lead to certain profit. In 20:4 he taught that the lazy person who fails to plan ahead during planting season will not reap anything at harvest time. But here he cautioned that planning for tomorrow should not turn to boasting. 

				James clarified this principle:

				Come now, you who say,"Today or tomorrow we will travel to such and such a city and spend a year there and do business and make a profit." You don't even know what tomorrow will bring—what your life will be! For you are like smoke that appears for a little while, then vanishes. Instead, you should say,"If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that." But as it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. (Jms 4:13-16)  (See Jms #11:Money and Humility.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some practical suggestions to enable us to diligently plan ahead but always with a humble spirit?

				

				3 A stone is heavy and sand, a burden,

				but aggravation from a fool outweighs them both.

				

				4 Fury is cruel, and anger a flood,

				but who can withstand jealousy?

				

				5 Better an open reprimand

				than concealed love.

				

				6 The wounds of a friend are trustworthy,

				but the kisses of an enemy are excessive.

				

				7 A person who is full tramples on a honeycomb,

				but to a hungry person, any bitter thing is sweet.

				

				8 A man wandering from his home

				is like a bird wandering from its nest.

				

				9 Oil and incense bring joy to the heart,

				and the sweetness of a friend is better than 
self-counsel. fn

				

				10 Don't abandon your friend or your 
father's friend,

				and don't go to your brother's house

				in your time of calamity;

				better a neighbor nearby than a brother far away.

				

				11 Be wise, my son, and bring my heart joy,

				so that I can answer anyone who taunts me.  
(Review Pr #38: A Gift to Parents.)

				

				12 A sensible person sees danger and takes cover;

				the inexperienced keep going and are punished.

				

				13 Take his garment,

				for he has put up security for a stranger;

				get collateral if it is for foreigners.fo

				

				14 If one blesses his neighbor

				with a loud voice early in the morning,

				it will be counted as a curse to him.

				

				15 An endless dripping on a rainy day

				and a nagging wife are alike.

				16 The one who controls her controls the wind

				and grasps oil with his right hand.(Review Pr #26: A Godly Woman.)

				

				17 Iron sharpens iron,

				and one man sharpens another.fp

				

				18 Whoever tends a fig tree will eat its fruit,

				and whoever looks after his master will be 
honored.

				

				19 As water reflects the face,

				so the heart reflects the person.

				

				20 •Sheol and •Abaddon are never satisfied,

				and people's eyes are never satisfied.

				

				21 A crucible for silver, and a smelter for gold,

				and a man for the words of his praise.fq

				

				22 Though you grind a fool

				in a mortar with a pestle along with grain,

				you will not separate his foolishness from him.

				

				23 Know well the condition of your flock,

				and pay attention to your herds,

				24 for wealth is not forever;

				not even a crown lasts for all time.

				25 When hay is removed and new growth appears

				and the grain from the hills is gathered in,

				26 lambs will provide your clothing,

				and goats, the price of a field;

				27 there will be enough goat's milk for your food —

				food for your household

				and nourishment for your female servants.

				

				28 The wicked flee when no one is 
 pursuing them,

				but the righteous are as bold as a lion.

				

				2 When a land is in rebellion, it has many rulers,

				but with a discerning and knowledgeable person, it endures.

				

				3 A destitute leader fr who oppresses the poor

				is like a driving rain that leaves no food.

				

				4 Those who reject the law praise the wicked,

				but those who keep the law battle against them.

				

				5 Evil men do not understand justice,

				but those who seek the Lord understand 
everything.

				

				6 Better a poor man who lives with integrity

				than a rich man who distorts right and wrong.fs

				

				7 A discerning son keeps the law,

				but a companion of gluttons humiliates his 
father.

				

				8 Whoever increases his wealth through 
excessive interest

				collects it for one who is kind to the poor.

				

				9 Anyone who turns his ear away from hearing the law —

				even his prayer is detestable.

				

				10 The one who leads the upright into an evil way

				will fall into his own pit,

				but the blameless will inherit what is good.

				

				11 A rich man is wise in his own eyes,

				but a poor man who has discernment sees through him.

				

				12 When the righteous triumph,

				there is great rejoicing,ft

				but when the wicked come to power,

				people hide themselves.

				

				13 The one who conceals his sins

				will not prosper,

				but whoever confesses and renounces them

				will find mercy.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Confessing Sins

				[image: Getz0714.png]

				#43 We are to acknowledge and confess our sins in order to experience fellowship with 
God.

				As human beings, we may be able to conceal our sins from others but never from God. Unbelievers will pay the ultimate price: eternal separation from God. As believers, God will discipline us as our loving heavenly Father in order to restore us to fellowship with Himself (Heb 12:5-6; cp. Ps 32:1-5).

				The apostle John captured the essence of this Old Testament proverb as it has been fulfilled under the new covenant:

				If we say,"We have no sin," we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1Jn 1:8-9) 

				Reflection and Response

				How do these statements in John's first Epistle apply to both non-Christians and Christians?  (See 1Jn #3:Practicing the Truth.)

				

				14 Happy is the one who is always reverent,

				but one who hardens his heart falls into trouble.

				

				15 A wicked ruler over a helpless people

				is like a roaring lion or a charging bear.

				

				16 A leader who lacks understanding

				is very oppressive,

				but one who hates dishonest profit

				prolongs his life.

				

				17 A man burdened by bloodguiltfu

				will be a fugitive until death.

				Let no one help him.

				

				18 The one who lives with integrity will be helped,

				but one who distorts right and wrongfv

				will suddenly fall.

				

				19 The one who works his land

				will have plenty of food,

				but whoever chases fantasies

				will have his fill of poverty.  (Review Pr #16: A Biblical Work Ethic.)

				

				20 A faithful man will have many blessings,

				but one in a hurry to get rich

				will not go unpunished.

				

				21 It is not good to show partiality —

				yet a man may sin for a piece of bread.

				

				22 A greedy manfw is in a hurry for wealth;

				he doesn't know that poverty will come to him.

				

				23 One who rebukes a person will later find more favor

				than one who flattersfx with his tongue.

				

				24 The one who robs his father or mother

				and says,"That's no sin,"

				is a companion to a man who destroys.

				

				25 A greedy person provokes conflict,

				but whoever trusts in the Lord will prosper.

				

				26 The one who trusts in himselffy is a fool,

				but one who walks in wisdom will be safe.

				

				27 The one who gives to the poor

				will not be in need,

				but one who turns his eyes awayfz

				will receive many curses.  (Review Pr #33: Helping the Poor.)

				

				28 When the wicked come to power,

				people hide,

				but when they are destroyed,

				the righteous flourish.

				

				29 One who becomes stiff-necked,

				after many reprimands

				will be shattered instantly —

				beyond recovery.

				

				2 When the righteous flourish, the people 
rejoice,

				but when the wicked rule, people groan.

				

				

				3 A man who loves wisdom brings joy to his father,

				but one who consorts with prostitutes destroys 
his wealth.(Review Pr #38: A Gift to Parents.)

				

				4 By justice a king brings stability to a land,

				but a man who demands"contributions"

				demolishes it.

				

				5 A man who flattersga his neighbor

				spreads a net for his feet.

				

				6 An evil man is caught by sin,

				but the righteous one sings and rejoices.

				

				7 The righteous person knows the rightsgb of the poor,

				but the wicked one does not understand these concerns.

				

				8 Mockers inflame a city,

				but the wise turn away anger.

				

				9 If a wise man goes to court with a fool,

				there will be ranting and raving but no 
resolution.gc

				

				10 Bloodthirsty men hate an honest person,

				but the upright care about him.gd

				

				11 A fool gives full vent to his anger,ge

				but a wise man holds it in check.  (Review Pr #27: Mature Perceptions.)

				

				12 If a ruler listens to lies,

				all his officials will be wicked.

				

				13 The poor and the oppressor have this in 
common:gf

				the Lord gives light to the eyes of both.

				

				14 A king who judges the poor with fairness —

				his throne will be established forever.

				

				15 A rod of correction imparts wisdom,

				but a youth left to himselfgg

				is a disgrace to his mother.

				

				16 When the wicked increase, rebellion 
increases,

				but the righteous will see their downfall.

				

				17 Discipline your son, and it will bring you peace of mind

				and give you delight.

				

				18 Without revelationgh people run wild,

				but one who listens to instruction will be happy.

				

				A Principle to Live By - God's Inspired Revelation
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				#44 To discover God's will, we should meditate on God's inspired Word.

				There is some discussion as to what the Hebrew word chazon, translated here as"revelation," actually means. However, no matter what word is used—such as"vision,"authority," or"prophecy"—the context seems to point to God's wisdom that has been revealed through His chosen spokespeople in the Holy Scriptures.

				Consider what happens when a community of people don't have access to God's Word or when they ignore this revealed truth. Among the children of Israel, particularly during the time of the judges,"everyone did whatever he wanted," leading to idolatry, immorality, and anarchy (Jdg 21:25). 

				Again and again, the New Testament directs us to give attention to God's revealed Word. This principle has particular relevance to spiritual leaders in the church. For example, Paul exhorted Timothy,

				Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who doesn't need to be ashamed, correctly teaching the word of truth. (2Tm 2:15) 

				Writing to Titus, Paul also stated that a basic qualification for a local church elder is to hold to"the faithful message as taught, so that he will be able both to encourage with sound teaching and to refute those who contradict it" (Ti 1:9; see also 2Tm 2:2). 

				Reflection and Response

				What is happening in churches today where teaching the Scriptures has become a secondary emphasis? 
(See Ac #5:Three Vital Experiences.)

				

				19 A slave cannot be disciplined by words;

				though he understands, he doesn't respond.

				

				20 Do you see a man who speaks too soon?

				There is more hope for a fool than for him.

				

				21 A slave pampered from his youth

				will become arrogantgi later on.

				

				22 An angry man stirs up conflict,

				and a hot-tempered mangj increases rebellion.

				

				23 A person's pride will humble him,

				but a humble spirit will gain honor.

				

				24 To be a thief's partner is to hate oneself;

				he hears the curse but will not testify.

				

				25 The fear of man is a snare,

				but the one who trusts in the Lord is protected.gk

				

				26 Many seek a ruler's favor,

				but a man receives justice from the Lord.

				

				27 An unjust man is detestable to the righteous,

				and one whose way is upright

				is detestable to the wicked.

				

	

The Words of Agur

				30 The words of Agur son of Jakeh. 
 The oracle.gl

				

				The man's oration to Ithiel, to Ithiel and Ucal: gm

				

				2 I am more stupid than any other man,gn

				and I lack man's ability to understand.

				3 I have not gained wisdom,

				and I have no knowledge of the Holy One.

				4 Who has gone up to heaven and come down?

				Who has gathered the wind in His hands?

				Who has bound up the waters in a cloak?

				Who has established all the ends of the earth?

				What is His name,

				and what is the name of His Son —

				if you know?

				5 Every word of God is pure;go

				He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him.

				6 Don't add to His words,

				or He will rebuke you, and you will be proved a liar.

				

				A Principle to Live By - God's Inspired Word
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				#45 We must never add to or take away from God's eternal Word as revealed in the Holy Scriptures. 

				When Agur penned these words, the canon of Scripture was not complete, even in the Old Testament. However, over time the documents now included in the Old and New Testaments have come to be recognized as the inspired Word of God. Many qualified individuals applied a variety of measurements over a lengthy period of time in order to determine which books and letters were truly inspired by the Holy Spirit. The term canon comes from a root word meaning"cane" or"reed," referring to a stick used as a measuring rod, and eventually came to mean"standard." Consequently, today we refer to the 66 books of the Bible as the"canon of Scripture." 

				This principle clearly states that no one should add anything to the Word of God. That is, no one claiming to interpret the Bible should teach doctrine that is out of harmony with what God has revealed in these 66 books, and no one should consider any thoughts and ideas to be on the same level as the inspired Scriptures.

				In the first century, false teachers everywhere were promoting doctrine that contradicted the truth God revealed to the apostles by the Holy Spirit.  (See Jn #29:The Spirit of Truth.)

				Though God certainly provides divine guidance and wisdom in answer to our prayers, this is illumination, not the inspiration the authors of the Bible experienced. We must always compare this divine guidance with the Scriptures to see that our interpretations never contradict the Word of God.  (See Jms #2:Wisdom from Above.)

				Reflection and Response

				What verifiable illustrations can you cite where individuals have purposely added to the inspired Scripture and led people out of the revealed will of God?

				

				7 Two things I ask of You;

				don't deny them to me before I die:

				8 Keep falsehood and deceitful words far from me.

				Give me neither poverty nor wealth;

				feed me with the food I need.

				9 Otherwise, I might have too much

				and deny You, saying,"Who is the Lord?"

				or I might have nothing and steal,

				profaninggp the name of my God. (See 1Tm #14:Materialistic Motivation; 1Tm #16: Being Generous.)

				

				10 Don't slander a servant to his master

				or he will curse you, and you will become •guilty.

				

				11 There is a generation that curses its father

				and does not bless its mother.

				12 There is a generation that is pure in its own eyes,

				yet is not washed from its filth.

				13 There is a generation — how haughty its eyes

				and pretentious its looks.gq

				14 There is a generation whose teeth 
are swords,

				whose fangs are knives,

				devouring the oppressed from the land

				and the needy from among mankind.

				

				15 The leech has two daughters:"Give, Give!"

				Three things are never satisfied;

				four never say,"Enough!":

				16 •Sheol; a childless womb;

				earth, which is never satisfied with water;

				and fire, which never says,"Enough!"

				

				17 As for the eye that ridicules a father

				and despises obedience to a mother,

				may ravens of the valley pluck it out

				and young vultures eat it.

				

				18 Three things are beyond me;

				four I can't understand:

				19 the way of an eagle in the sky,

				the way of a snake on a rock,

				the way of a ship at sea,

				and the way of a man with a young woman.

				

				

				20 This is the way of an adulteress:

				she eats and wipes her mouth

				and says,"I've done nothing wrong."

				

				21 The earth trembles under three things;

				it cannot bear up under four:

				22 a servant when he becomes king,

				a fool when he is stuffed with food,

				23 an unloved woman when she marries,

				and a servant girl when she ousts her queen. 
(See Gn #24:Blaming Others.)

				

				24 Four things on earth are small,

				yet they are extremely wise:

				25 the ants are not a strong people,

				yet they store up their food in the summer;

				26 hyraxes are not a mighty people,

				yet they make their homes in the cliffs;

				27 locusts have no king,

				yet all of them march in ranks;

				28 a lizardgr can be caught in your hands,

				yet it lives in kings' palaces.

				

				29 Three things are stately in their stride,

				even four are stately in their walk:

				30 a lion, which is mightiest among beasts

				and doesn't retreat before anything,

				31 a strutting rooster,gs a goat,

				and a king at the head of his army. gt

				

				32 If you have been foolish by exalting yourself

				or if you've been scheming,

				put your hand over your mouth.

				33 For the churning of milk produces butter,

				and twisting a nose draws blood,

				and stirring up anger produces strife.

				

	

The Words of Lemuel

				31 The words of King Lemuel,

				an oraclegu that his mother 
 taught him:

				

				2 What should I say, my son?

				What, son of my womb?

				What, son of my vows?

				3 Don't spend your energy on women

				or your efforts on those who destroy kings.

				A Principle to Live By - Consistent Parenting

				[image: Getz0717.png]

				#46 To be successful, parents must not only teach God's truth to their children but be on guard against failing to practice what they teach.

				This final chapter takes us back to the beginning of Proverbs. Though King Solomon is the primary author of this book, it's understandable why King Lemuel's words are included at this point. His oracle serves as a great summary to what Solomon shared with his son, exhorting him to listen to the wisdom 
taught by both of his parents.  (Review Pr #2: Parental Authority)

				Throughout this book, Solomon warned his son not to become involved with women of ill repute. Rather, he should look for a wife that fears the Lord and lives a godly life. In the same way, Lemuel warned his son not to"spend [his] energy on women" who actually"destroy kings" (v. 3). Ironically and sadly, this happened to Solomon in his later years when he fell into sexual immorality with many pagan women. He violated the very principles he was sharing with his son, just as his father, David, had done. The results were devastating.  (See 2Sm #10:The Consequences of Sin; 1Kg #13: Moral Compromise.)

				Why has God so openly exposed the hideous sins of so many Old Testament people through whom He chose to unfold His redemptive story? Clearly, He wants us to learn from and avoid their evil ways. Concerning the failures of the children of Israel during their wilderness journey, Paul wrote,

				Now these things became examples for us, so that we will not desire evil things as they did. . . . So, whoever thinks he stands must be careful not to fall. (1Co 10:6,12)  (See 1Co #22:Lessons from Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so important not only to heed Paul's warning regarding temptation but to claim the promise outlined in 1 Corinthians 10:13?

				

				4 It is not for kings, Lemuel,

				it is not for kings to drink wine

				or for rulers to desire beer.

				5 Otherwise, theygv will drink,

				forget what is decreed,

				and pervert justice for all the oppressed.gw

				6 Give beer to one who is dying

				and wine to one whose life is bitter.

				7 Let him drink so that he can forget his poverty

				and remember his trouble no more.

				8 Speak upgx for those who have no voice,gy

				for the justice of all who are dispossessed.gz

				9 Speak up,ha judge righteously,

				and defend the cause ofhb the oppressed and needy.

				

	

In Praise of a Capable Wife

				10 Who can find a capable wife?hc

				She is far more precious than jewels.

				11 The heart of her husband trusts in her,

				and he will not lack anything good.

				12 She rewards him with good, not evil,

				all the days of her life.

				13 She selects wool and flax

				and works with willing hands.

				14 She is like the merchant ships,

				bringing her food from far away.

				

				15 She rises while it is still night

				and provides food for her household

				and portionshd for her female servants.

				16 She evaluates a field and buys it;

				she plants a vineyard with her earnings.he

				17 She draws on her strengthhf

				and reveals that her arms are strong.

				18 She sees that her profits are good,

				and her lamp never goes out at night.

				19 She extends her hands to the spinning staff,

				and her hands hold the spindle.

				20 Her hands reachhg out to the poor,

				and she extends her hands to the needy.

				21 She is not afraid for her household when it snows,

				for all in her household are doubly clothed. hh

				22 She makes her own bed coverings;

				her clothing is fine linen and purple.

				23 Her husband is known at the city •gates,

				where he sits among the elders of the land.

				24 She makes and sells linen garments;

				she delivers beltshi to the merchants.

				25 Strength and honor are her clothing,

				and she can laugh at the time to come.

				26 She opens her mouth with wisdom

				and loving instructionhj is on her tongue.

				27 She watches over the activities of her household

				and is never idle.hk

				

				28 Her sons rise up and call her blessed.

				Her husband also praises her:

				29 "Many womenhl are capable,

				but you surpass them all!"

				30 Charm is deceptive and beauty is fleeting,

				but a woman who •fears the Lord will be praised.

				31 Give her the reward of her labor,hm

				and let her works praise her at the city gates.

				A Principle to Live By - A Godly Wife
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				#47 When contemplating marriage, every man should consider inner qualities in a woman as more important than external beauty.

				Many of the qualities that are described in this final section are specifically related to the cultural setting in the Old Testament world. Also, this woman was clearly living in an affluent environment, with servants of her own (v. 15). However, King Lemuel described characteristics that, in essence, are supracultural and should be goals for every godly wife. We read that a capable wife is

				
						trustworthy (v. 11),

						diligent (vv. 13,15,19,27),

						frugal (vv. 16,18,24),

						generous (v. 20),

						self-sufficient (v. 22), and

						wise (v. 26).

				

				Perhaps the most important and insightful supracultural truth concludes the book of Proverbs. It's certainly a warning to all men looking for a wife to avoid being deceived by external beauty. Thus we read,"Charm is deceptive and beauty is fleeting, but a woman who fears the Lord will be praised" (v. 30). A woman might be very pleasant and pretty but still lack the inner qualities that endure during the harsh realities that are a part of normal life and family experiences. 

				The apostle Peter emphasized this same truth. Though he was writing to Christian women who were married to unbelieving husbands, what he wrote correlates with what we read in the book of Proverbs:

				Your beauty should not consist of outward things like elaborate hairstyles and the wearing of gold ornaments or fine clothes. Instead, it should consist of what is inside the heart with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very valuable in God's eyes. (1Pt 3:3-4)  (See 1Pt #8:Marital Relationships.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul's profile in Titus 2:3-5 for older and younger women reinforce this profile in Proverbs?

				

				

				
					
						a1:4 Or simple, or gullible

					

					
						b1:6 Or an enigma

					

					
						c1:11 Lit Let's ambush for blood

					

					
						d1:11 Lit person for no reason

					

					
						e1:14 Lit us; one bag will be for all of us

					

					
						f1:16 Lit to shed blood

					

					
						g1:18 Lit they ambush for their blood

					

					
						h1:19 Lit takes the life of its masters

					

					
						i1:21 Lit at the head of

					

					
						j1:23 Lit back to my reprimand

					

					
						k2:2 Lit you, stretching out your ear

					

					
						l2:7 Or resourcefulness

					

					
						m2:16 Or foreign woman

					

					
						n3:2 Lit days, years of life

					

					
						o3:6 Lit will make your paths straight

					

					
						p3:8 Lit navel

					

					
						q3:16 Lit Length of days

					

					
						r3:22 Or be your throat

					

					
						s3:22 Or grace

					

					
						t3:24 LXX reads sit

					

					
						u3:26 Or be at your side

					

					
						v3:27 Lit in the power of your hands

					

					
						w3:32 Or confidential counsel

					

					
						x3:35 Or but haughty fools dishonor, or but fools exalt dishonor

					

					
						y4:23 Or heart with all diligence

					

					
						z4:25 Lit eyelids

					

					
						aa4:26 Or Clear a path

					

					
						ab5:1 Lit wisdom; stretch out your ear

					

					
						ac5:3 Lit her palate is

					

					
						ad5:13 Lit or turn my ear

					

					
						ae6:1 Or friend

					

					
						af6:1 Lit or shaken hands for or with

					

					
						ag6:2 Lit mouth

					

					
						ah6:5 Lit hand

					

					
						ai6:5 Lit hand

					

					
						aj6:24 LXX reads from a married woman

					

					
						ak6:24 Lit smooth

					

					
						al6:26 Or On account of a prostitute, one is left with only a loaf of bread

					

					
						am6:26 Lit but a wife of a man

					

					
						an6:27 Lit man take fire to his bosom

					

					
						ao6:32 Lit commits adultery with a woman

					

					
						ap6:33 Or plague

					

					
						aq7:7 Or simple, or gullible, or naive

					

					
						ar7:10 Or prostitute with a guarded heart

					

					
						as7:13 Lit she makes her face strong and says

					

					
						at7:21 Lit smooth

					

					
						au7:22 Text emended; MT reads like a shackle to the discipline of a fool ; Hb obscure

					

					
						av7:23 Or his

					

					
						aw7:26 Or and powerful men are all her victims

					

					
						ax8:3 Lit the mouth of

					

					
						ay8:14 Or resourcefulness

					

					
						az8:16 Some Hb mss, LXX read nobles who judge the earth

					

					
						ba8:22 Or possessed, or begot

					

					
						bb8:22 Lit way

					

					
						bc8:30 Or a confidant, or a child, or was constantly

					

					
						bd8:30 LXX; MT omits His

					

					
						be8:36 Or who sins against me

					

					
						bf9:7 Lit man his blemish

					

					
						bg10:22 Or and He adds no trouble to it

					

					
						bh10:27 Lit Lord adds to days

					

					
						bi11:7 LXX reads hope of the ungodly

					

					
						bj11:7 Or strength

					

					
						bk11:16 Or ruthless

					

					
						bl11:21 Lit Hand to hand

					

					
						bm11:30 LXX, Syr; MT reads but a wise one

					

					
						bn12:4 Or A wife of quality, or A wife of good character

					

					
						bo12:12 Or desire a stronghold of evil

					

					
						bp12:26 Or man guides his neighbor

					

					
						bq12:28 Or righteousness, and in its path there is no death

					

					
						br13:6 Lit guards integrity of way

					

					
						bs13:11 Lit whoever gathers upon his hand

					

					
						bt13:15 LXX, Syr, Tg read treacherous will perish

					

					
						bu13:22 Or inheritance: his

					

					
						bv14:3 Some emend to In the mouth of a fool is a rod for his back

					

					
						bw14:4 Or clean

					

					
						bx14:9 Or at guilt offerings

					

					
						by14:11 Lit flourish

					

					
						bz14:15 Lit the prudent understand

					

					
						ca14:16 Or and falls

					

					
						cb14:23 Lit but word of lips

					

					
						cc14:33 LXX reads unknown

					

					
						cd15:4 Lit but crookedness in it

					

					
						ce15:23 Lit in an answer of his mouth

					

					
						cf15:30 Lit makes fat

					

					
						cg15:31 Lit An ear that

					

					
						ch15:32 Lit acquires a heart

					

					
						ci16:2 Lit weighs spirits

					

					
						cj16:5 Lit hand to hand

					

					
						ck16:7 Or he

					

					
						cl16:10 Or A divination is on the lips of a king

					

					
						cm16:19 Alt Hb tradition reads afflicted

					

					
						cn16:21 Lit and sweetness of lips

					

					
						co16:23 Lit learning upon his lips

					

					
						cp16:24 Lit throat

					

					
						cq16:24 Lit bones

					

					
						cr16:26 Lit mouth

					

					
						cs16:32 Lit and ruling over one's spirit

					

					
						ct17:4 Lit to lips of iniquity

					

					
						cu17:11 Or a merciless angel

					

					
						cv17:18 Lit sense shakes hands

					

					
						cw17:26 Or noble unfairly

					

					
						cx17:27 Lit spirit

					

					
						cy18:2 Lit to uncover his heart

					

					
						cz18:4 Or waters; a fountain of wisdom is a flowing river.

					

					
						da18:8 Lit to the chambers of the belly

					

					
						db18:9 Lit master of destruction

					

					
						dc18:10 Lit raised high

					

					
						dd18:16 Lit gift makes room

					

					
						de18:19 LXX, Syr, Tg, Vg read is stronger

					

					
						df18:24 Some LXX mss, Syr, Tg, Vg read friends must be friendly

					

					
						dg19:2 Lit who is hasty with feet

					

					
						dh19:7 Hb uncertain

					

					
						di19:8 Lit acquires a heart

					

					
						dj19:16 Or despises, or treats lightly

					

					
						dk19:17 Lit to him

					

					
						dl19:18 Lit don't lift up your soul to his death

					

					
						dm19:20 Lit in your end

					

					
						dn19:23 Lit will spend the night satisfied

					

					
						do20:4 Lit plow in winter

					

					
						dp20:4 Lit inquires

					

					
						dq20:7 Lit sons

					

					
						dr20:10 Lit Stone and stone, measure and measure

					

					
						ds20:23 Lit A stone and a stone

					

					
						dt20:27 Lit breath

					

					
						du20:27 Lit the chambers of the belly

					

					
						dv20:30 Lit beatings the chambers of the belly

					

					
						dw21:2 Lit Lord weighs the hearts

					

					
						dx21:4 Some Hb mss, ancient versions read tillage

					

					
						dy21:6 Or a breath blown away

					

					
						dz21:6 Some Hb mss, LXX, Vg read a snare of death

					

					
						ea21:6 Lit is vanity, ones seeking death

					

					
						eb21:10 Or favor

					

					
						ec21:14 Lit a bribe in the bosom

					

					
						ed21:18 Or in place of

					

					
						ee21:20 Lit it

					

					
						ef21:26 Lit He craves a craving

					

					
						eg22:2 Lit poor meet

					

					
						eh22:2 Lit all

					

					
						ei22:9 Lit Good of eye

					

					
						ej22:17 Lit Stretch out your ear

					

					
						ek22:18 Or you; let them be, or you, so that

					

					
						el22:20 Text emended; one Hb tradition reads you previously ; alt Hb tradition reads you excellent things ; LXX, Syr, Vg read you three times

					

					
						em22:21 Lit give dependable words

					

					
						en22:24 Lit with a master of anger

					

					
						eo22:26 Lit who shakes hands

					

					
						ep23:1 Or who

					

					
						eq23:2 Lit you are the master of an

					

					
						er23:6 Lit eat bread of an evil eye

					

					
						es23:7 LXX reads it is like someone swallowing a hair in the throat

					

					
						et23:9 Lit in the ears of

					

					
						eu23:22 Or because

					

					
						ev23:33 Or will speak perversities or inverted things

					

					
						ew23:35 LXX, Syr, Tg, Vg read me," you will say,"But

					

					
						ex24:5 LXX, Syr; MT reads one is in strength

					

					
						ey24:5 LXX, Syr, Tg; MT reads knowledge exerts strength

					

					
						ez24:7 Lit is too high for

					

					
						fa24:21 Or those given to change

					

					
						fb25:4 Lit will come out ; Ex 32:24

					

					
						fc25:7 Lit you before a noble whom your eyes see

					

					
						fd25:8 Or neighbor

					

					
						fe25:9 Or neighbor

					

					
						ff25:10 Lit and your evil report will not turn back

					

					
						fg25:11 Or like apples of gold in settings of silver

					

					
						fh25:20 Lit natron, or sodium carbonate

					

					
						fi25:25 Or a weary person

					

					
						fj25:27 Lit seek their glory, glory

					

					
						fk26:9 Lit thorn that goes up into

					

					
						fl26:22 Lit to the chambers of the belly

					

					
						fm26:23 LXX; MT reads Burning

					

					
						fn27:9 LXX reads heart, but the soul is torn up by affliction

					

					
						fo27:13 Lit a foreign woman

					

					
						fp27:17 Lit and a man sharpens his friend's face

					

					
						fq27:21 Or gold, but a man is tested by his praise

					

					
						fr28:3 LXX reads A wicked man

					

					
						fs28:6 Lit who twists two ways

					

					
						ft28:12 Lit glory

					

					
						fu28:17 Lit the blood of a person

					

					
						fv28:18 Lit who is twisted regarding two ways

					

					
						fw28:22 Lit A man with an evil eye

					

					
						fx28:23 Lit is smooth

					

					
						fy28:26 Lit his heart

					

					
						fz28:27 Lit who shuts his eyes

					

					
						ga29:5 Lit is smooth on

					

					
						gb29:7 Lit justice

					

					
						gc29:9 Lit rest

					

					
						gd29:10 Or person, and seek the life of the upright

					

					
						ge29:11 Lit spirit

					

					
						gf29:13 Lit oppressor meet

					

					
						gg29:15 Lit youth sent away

					

					
						gh29:18 Lit vision

					

					
						gi29:21 Hb obscure

					

					
						gj29:22 Lit a master of rage

					

					
						gk29:25 Lit raised high

					

					
						gl30:1 Or son of Jakeh from Massa ; Pr 31:1

					

					
						gm30:1 Hb uncertain. Sometimes read with different word division as oration: I am weary, God, I am weary, God, and I am exhausted, or oration: I am not God, I am not God, that I should prevail. LXX reads My son, fear my words and when you have received them repent. The man says these things to the believers in God, and I pause.

					

					
						gn30:2 Lit I am more stupid than a man

					

					
						go30:5 Lit refined

					

					
						gp30:9 Lit grabbing

					

					
						gq30:13 Lit and its eyelids lifted up

					

					
						gr30:28 Or spider

					

					
						gs30:31 Or a greyhound

					

					
						gt30:31 LXX reads king addressing his people

					

					
						gu31:1 Or of Lemuel, king of Massa, or of King Lemuel, a burden

					

					
						gv31:5 Lit he

					

					
						gw31:5 Lit sons of affliction

					

					
						gx31:8 Lit Open your mouth

					

					
						gy31:8 Lit who are mute

					

					
						gz31:8 Lit all the sons of passing away

					

					
						ha31:9 Lit Open your mouth

					

					
						hb31:9 Lit and justice for

					

					
						hc31:10 Or a wife of quality, or a wife of noble character

					

					
						hd31:15 Or tasks

					

					
						he31:16 Or vineyard by her own labors

					

					
						hf31:17 Lit She wraps strength around her like a belt

					

					
						hg31:20 Lit Her hand reaches

					

					
						hh31:21 LXX, Vg; MT reads are dressed in scarlet

					

					
						hi31:24 Or sashes

					

					
						hj31:26 Or and the teaching of kindness

					

					
						hk31:27 Lit and does not eat the bread of idleness

					

					
						hl31:29 Lit daughters

					

					
						hm31:31 Lit the fruit of her hands

					

				

			

	

				Ecclesiastes

				Author: Solomon

				Date of writing: 970–931 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				The book of Ecclesiastes is in the Wisdom genre. In it, Solomon pondered life"under the sun," that is, life on earth. His inspired conclusion: without God, it is futile. Likewise, he investigated pleasure and found that, apart from God, it is futile. And wisdom, if it is not God's wisdom, is futile. It's as ephemeral as a puff of vapor. It's as frustrating as trying to grasp a handful of air. Is there any profit in wisdom? What good is it? Can a person gain any advantage? This book considers such questions.

				Ecclesiastes teaches us principles of contemplative philosophy

				

				

				This life is futile because it is unjust and unfair. Here on earth, wicked people prosper and righteous people suffer. Powerful people oppress the poor and look out for each other. One person might accumulate wealth only to have it taken away before he can enjoy it. Another person might work hard and save carefully, only to pass it on to his children who turn out to be irresponsible. And on the surface, it appears that the fate of humans and animals is the same—both eventually rot in a grave. 

				Ecclesiastes teaches us principles of secular despair

				

				

				A large portion of the book of Ecclesiastes is quite depressing. But from futility, frustration, and despair, Solomon turned to God and found fulfillment. He saw that God is ultimately in control of times and seasons. He saw that God had created many good things for mankind to enjoy. Food is enjoyable, work is satisfying, and relationships are fulfilling. He summed up the best philosophy for all humanity in six words:"fear God and keep His commands."

				Ecclesiastes teaches us principles of godly philosophy

				

				

				Today, we know about the salvation God provided in Christ. Through His death and resurrection we can enjoy a relationship with God. This gives us fulfillment in this life and blessings in the life to come.

				Ecclesiastes teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of priNciples in ecclesiastes

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-11

							
								
								#1: Life Without God

							
								
								Even though we are capable of accomplishing many wonderful things in this life, our primary focus should be on eternity.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:12–2:11

							
								
								#2: Pleasure Without God

							
								
								God has given us many things to enjoy on this earth, but our priority should be to live in God's will and focus on eternal values.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								2:12-26

							
								
								#3: Wisdom Without God

							
								
								We are not to seek wisdom that is only focused on life on earth but wisdom that prepares us for eternal life and heavenly rewards.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								3:1-15

							
								
								#4: God's Sovereign Will

							
								
								Though God has created each of us with a free will, we are to acknowledge that He is sovereign over all aspects of His creation, including our personal lives.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								3:16-22

							
								
								#5: An Earthly and 
Eternal Perspective

							
								
								If we are to enjoy life on this earth and eternity with God, we must come to know Him personally through the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								4:1-12

							
								
								#6: The Family of God

							
								
								To experience fellowship and encouragement in an oppressive and unfair world, we must become members of Christ's spiritual family. 

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								5:1-20

							
								
								#7: Godliness with Contentment

							
								
								Even though injustices, selfishness, and materialism are a reality in this world, we are to be content with what God provides for us to enjoy and continue to worship Him.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								6:1-12

							
								
								#8: False Security

							
								
								Though we may be wealthy, be honored, and have many children, we must live in the will of God in order to experience lasting satisfaction and fulfillment.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								7:15–8:15

							
								
								#9: Inequities in Life

							
								
								We are to accept the fact that life on this earth is often unfair and unjust, even for godly believers.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								11:9-12:7

							
								
								#10: Youthful Service

							
								
								As spiritual leaders, we should encourage young people to serve God from their youth.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								12:8-14

							
								
								#11: A Christ-Centered Life

							
								
								To discover fulfillment in this life and the life to come, we must receive the Lord Jesus Christ and live in God's will.

							
								
								11

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Ecclesiastes

				Everything is Futile

				1 The words of the Teacher,a son of David, king in Jerusalem.

				

				2 "Absolute futility," says the Teacher.

				"Absolute futility. Everything is futile."

				3 What does a man gain for all his efforts

				that he labors at under the sun?

				4 A generation goes and a generation comes,

				but the earth remains forever.

				5 The sun rises and the sun sets;

				panting, it returns to its place

				where it rises.

				6 Gusting to the south,

				turning to the north,

				turning, turning, goes the wind,

				and the wind returns in its cycles.

				7 All the streams flow to the sea,

				yet the sea is never full.

				The streams are flowing to the place,

				and they flow there again.

				8 All thingsb are wearisome;

				man is unable to speak.

				The eye is not satisfied by seeing

				or the ear filled with hearing.

				9 What has been is what will be,

				and what has been done is what will be done;

				there is nothing new under the sun.

				10 Can one say about anything,

				"Look, this is new"?

				It has already existed in the ages before us.

				11 There is no remembrance of those whoc came before;

				and of those whod will come after

				there will also be no remembrance

				by those who follow them.

				A Principle to Live By - Life Without God
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				#1 Even though we are capable of accomplishing many wonderful things in this life, our primary focus should be on eternity.

				Depending on the context, the Hebrew word hebel, which is translated"futility," has different meanings. Here it means that all we accomplish in this life is"unprofitable" and"without benefit" unless we know God personally and serve Him faithfully.

				Perhaps Jesus was thinking of Solomon's question in verse 3 when he queried,

				For what does it benefit a man to gain the whole world yet lose his life? What can a man give in exchange for his life? (Mk 8:36-37)

				Without question, Jesus was referring to losing eternal life. When a person dies, the earth and the sun continue to move in their orbits (Ec 1:4-5). The wind continues to blow and the rivers continue to flow (vv. 5-6). But a person, even one who has accomplished many things, who did not know God will someday be forgotten (v. 11). All our efforts are futile in our life on earth"under the sun" if we miss eternal life and the rewards that last forever (v. 14).  (See Php #10:Progressive Sanctification.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is an eternal perspective so relevant at any moment in history and how is it being violated in our own culture today, even among Christians?

				

				

	

The Limitations of Wisdom

				12 I, the Teacher, have beene king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 I applied my mind to seek and explore through wisdom all that is done under heaven. God has given •people this miserable task to keep them occupied.14 I have seen all the things that are done under the sun and have found everything to be futile, a pursuit of the wind.f

				15 What is crooked cannot be straightened;

				what is lacking cannot be counted.

				

				16 I said to myself,g"Look, I have amassed wisdom far beyond all those who were over Jerusalem before me, and my mind has thoroughly graspedh wisdom and knowledge." 17 I applied my mind to know wisdom and knowledge, madness and folly; I learned that this too is a pursuit of the wind.i

				

				18 For with much wisdom is much sorrow;

				as knowledge increases, grief increases.

				

	

The Emptiness of Pleasure

				2 I said to myself,"Go ahead, I will test you with pleasure; enjoy what is good." But it turned out to be futile. 2 I said about laughter,"It is madness," and about pleasure,"What does this accomplish?" 3 I explored with my mind how to let my body enjoy lifej with wine and how to grasp folly — my mind still guiding me with wisdom — until I could see what is good for •people to do under heaven k during the few days of their lives.

				

	

The Emptiness of Possessions

				4 I increased my achievements. I built houses and planted vineyards for myself. 5 I made gardens and parks for myself and planted every kind of fruit tree in them. 6 I constructed reservoirs of water for myself from which to irrigate a grove of flourishing trees. 7 I acquired male and female servants and had slaves who were born in my house. I also owned many herds of cattle and flocks, more than all who were before me in Jerusalem. 8 I also amassed silver and gold for myself, and the treasure of kings and provinces. I gathered male and female singers for myself, and many concubines, the delights of men. l, m 9 So I became great and surpassed all who were before me in Jerusalem; my wisdom also remained with me. 10 All that my eyes desired, I did not deny them. I did not refuse myself any pleasure, for I took pleasure in all my struggles. This was my reward for all my struggles. 11 When I considered all that I had accomplishedn and what I had labored to achieve, I found everything to be futile and a pursuit of the wind. There was nothing to be gained under the sun.

				A Principle to Live By - Pleasure Without God

				[image: Getz0720.png]

				#2 God has given us many things to enjoy on this earth, but our priority should be to live in God's will and focus on eternal values. 

				God honored Solomon with wisdom, enabling him to explore the many activities and accomplishments of mankind. He quickly discovered that sin had destroyed the beauty and harmony that God created and had plunged all people into a world of thorns and thistles and hard work for survival (1:13; cp. Gn 3:17-19). However, as human beings we can still accomplish great things, accumulate worldly treasures, and experience sensual pleasures. 

				Solomon testified to this reality in his own life. However, he also discovered that he—like others—was on a futile path when his focus was on material possessions and pleasures. First and foremost he needed to pursue living in God's will while on this earth. Jesus made this point very clear in His Sermon on the Mount:

				Don't collect for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal. But collect for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves don't break in and steal. . . . But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be provided for you. (Mt 6:19-20,33)  (See Mt #15:Eternal Treasures.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so difficult to enjoy all the blessings of this life and at the same time keep our focus on God's eternal values? 

				

				

	

The Relative Value of Wisdom

				12 Then I turned to consider wisdom, madness, and folly, for what will the man be like who comes after the king? He o will do what has already been done.13 And I realized that there is an advantage to wisdom over folly, like the advantage of light over darkness.

				

				14 The wise man has eyes in his head,

				but the fool walks in darkness.

				

				Yet I also knew that one fate comes to them both.15 So I said to myself,"What happens to the fool will also happen to me. Why then have I been overly wise?" And I said to myself that this is also futile. 16 For, just like the fool, there is no lasting remembrance of the wise man, since in the days to come both will be forgotten. How is it that the wise man dies just like the fool? 17 Therefore, I hated life because the work that was done under the sun was distressing to me. For everything is futile and a pursuit of the wind.

				

	

The Emptiness of Work

				18 I hated all my work that I labored at under the sun because I must leave it to the man who comes after me. 19 And who knows whether he will be a wise man or a fool? Yet he will take over all my work that I labored at skillfully under the sun. This too is futile. 20 So I began to give myself overp to despair concerning all my work that I had labored at under the sun. 21 When there is a man whose work was done with wisdom, knowledge, and skill, and he must give his portion to a man who has not worked for it, this too is futile and a great wrong. 22 For what does a man get with all his work and all his efforts that he labors at under the sun? 23 For all his days are filled with grief, and his occupation is sorrowful; even at night, his mind does not rest. This too is futile.

				24 There is nothing better for man than to eat, drink, and enjoy q, r his work. I have seen that even this is from God's hand,25 because who can eat and who can enjoy life s apart from Him? t26 For to the man who is pleasing in His sight, He gives wisdom, knowledge, and joy, but to the sinner He gives the task of gathering and accumulating in order to give to the one who is pleasing in God's sight. This too is futile and a pursuit of the wind.

				A Principle to Live By - Wisdom Without God
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				#3 We are not to seek wisdom that is only focused on life on earth but wisdom that prepares us for eternal life and heavenly rewards.

				James described two kinds of wisdom—earthly wisdom and wisdom from above:

				Who is wise and has understanding among you? He should show his works by good conduct with wisdom's gentleness. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your heart, don't brag and deny the truth. Such wisdom does not come from above but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For where envy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every kind of evil. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peace-loving, gentle, compliant, full of mercy and good fruits, without favoritism and hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who cultivate peace. (Jms 3:13-18) 

				Solomon discovered that pursuing earthly wisdom left him unfulfilled. Even as a believer, he lost sight of God and what once was an intimate relationship with his Creator. 

				The apostle Paul warned believers—particularly spiritual leaders—that everything they have accomplished in this life could be"burned up" if their efforts were not built on the right foundation—that is,"Jesus Christ" (1Co 3:10-15). Though these people will be saved—as Solomon certainly was—they will lose all of their spiritual rewards (1Co 3:14-15). 

				In essence, Solomon concluded that if we are to experience fulfillment in this life and enduring rewards in the life to come, God must be at the center of all we do in the here and now (Ec 2:24-26).  (See Jms #9:Heavenly and Earthly Wisdom.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy for even Christians to pursue earthly wisdom that generates the works of the flesh rather than the fruit of the Spirit?  (See Gl #10:Life in the Spirit.)

				

				

	

The Mystery of Time

				3 There is an occasion for everything,

				and a time for every activity under heaven:

				2 a time to give birth and a time to die;

				a time to plant and a time to uproot;u

				3 a time to kill and a time to heal;

				a time to tear down and a time to build;

				4 a time to weep and a time to laugh;

				a time to mourn and a time to dance;

				5 a time to throw stones and a time to gather 
stones;

				a time to embrace and a time to avoid embracing;

				6 a time to search and a time to count as lost;

				a time to keep and a time to throw away;

				7 a time to tear and a time to sew;

				a time to be silent and a time to speak;

				8 a time to love and a time to hate;

				a time for war and a time for peace.

				

				9 What does the worker gain from his struggles? 10 I have seen the task that God has given •people to keep them occupied. 11 He has made everything appropriatev in its time. He has also put eternity in their hearts,w but man cannot discover the work God has done from beginning to end. 12 I know that there is nothing better for them than to rejoice and enjoy thex good life. 13 It is also the gift of God whenever anyone eats, drinks, and enjoys all his efforts. 14 I know that all God does will last forever; there is no adding to it or taking from it. God works so that people will be in awe of Him. 15 Whatever is, has already been, and whatever will be, already is. God repeats what has passed.y

				A Principle to Live By - God's Sovereign Will
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				#4 Though God has created each of us with a free will, we are to acknowledge that He is sovereign over all aspects of His creation, including our personal lives. 

				Solomon wrote that God in His sovereignty has established"a time for every activity under heaven," but he also acknowledged that God's divine purposes are ultimately beyond our comprehension (v. 1). Paul affirmed this great truth:

				Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and the knowledge of God! How unsearchable His judgments and untraceable His ways! . . . For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. (Rm 11:33,36)

				The Scriptures also teach that God has given human beings freedom to act and make decisions, which raises a very important question: How can God be in absolute control of the universe and yet give all of us true freedom to make choices that are our own? To attempt to answer this question definitively and logically will lead us to serious imbalances and confusion. In our humanness, we cannot fully comprehend this mystery.  (See Is #12:Sovereignty and Free Will.)

				Though God is indeed sovereign, part of His divine plan is that each one of us is responsible for our decisions and actions, including our response to His offer of salvation. As Paul stated in his letter to the Romans,"everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved" (Rm 10:13). And once we respond by faith to His grace, we are then responsible with His divine help"to walk worthy of the calling [we] have received" (Eph 4:1).  (See Rm #19:Human Responsibility.)

				Reflection and Response

				What happens when Christians attempt logically and definitively to resolve this divine mystery regarding God's sovereignty and our free will?

				

				

	

The Mystery of Injustice and Death

				16 I also observed under the sun: there is wickedness at the place of judgment and there is wickedness at the place of righteousness.17 I said to myself,"God will judge the righteous and the wicked, since there is a time for every activity and every work." 18 I said to myself,"This happens concerning people, so that God may test them and they may see for themselves that they are like animals." 19 For the fate of people and the fate of animals is the same. As one dies, so dies the other; they all have the same breath. People have no advantage over animals since everything is futile.  (See Gn #2: Body, Soul, and Spirit.) 20 All are going to the same place; all come from dust, and all return to dust.21 Who knows if the spirit of people rises upward and the spirit of animals goes downward to the earth? 22 I have seen that there is nothing better than for a person to enjoy his activities because that is his reward. For who can enable him to see what will happen after he dies?z

				A Principle to Live By - An Earthly and Eternal Perspective

				[image: Getz0723.png]

				#5 If we are to enjoy life on this earth and eternity with God, we must come to know Him personally through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

				Solomon questioned whether anyone could know anything about the eternal fate of humans and animals. From the perspective of biblical history, we are able to answer Solomon's question with clarity. Since human beings are made in God's image, we'll never cease to exist. In that sense, we are not like animals (vv. 18-19). If we have not accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, when we end life on this earth, we'll spend eternity separated from God. If we are saved by grace through faith, we'll spend eternity in God's presence. 

				Paul described this eternal hope in several of his letters. Facing the possibility of martyrdom, 
he expressed his"desire to depart and be with Christ" (Php 1:23; see also 2Co 5:6-9).  (See Php #4:Eternal Values.)

				For we say this to you by a revelation from the Lord: We who are still alive at the Lord's coming will certainly have no advantage over those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the archangel's voice, and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are still alive will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these words. (1Th 4:15-18) 

				Reflection and Response

				Even though life on this earth is temporal and life with God is eternal, as Christians why is it possible to enjoy life in the here and now more fully than unbelievers, regardless of our circumstances?

				

				4 Again, I observed all the acts of oppression being done under the sun. Look at the tears of those who are oppressed; they have no one to comfort them. Power is with those who oppress them; they have no one to comfort them. 2 So I admired the dead, who have already died, more than the living, who are still alive. 3 But better than either of them is the one who has not yet existed, who has not seen the evil activity that is done under the sun.

				

	

The Loneliness of Wealth

				4 I saw that all labor and all skillful work is due to a man's jealousy of his friend. This too is futile and a pursuit of the wind.

				

				5 The fool folds his arms

				and consumes his own flesh.

				6 Better one handful with rest

				than two handfuls with effort and a pursuit of the wind.

				

				7 Again, I saw futility under the sun: 8 There is a person without a companion,aa without even a son or brother, and though there is no end to all his struggles, his eyes are still not content with riches."So who am I struggling for," he asks,"and depriving myself from good?" This too is futile and a miserable task.

				9 Two are better than one because they have a good reward for their efforts. 10 For if either falls, his companion can lift him up; but pity the one who falls without another to lift him up. 11 Also, if two lie down together, they can keep warm; but how can one person alone keep warm?12 And if someone overpowers one person, two can resist him. A cord of three strands is not easily broken.

				A Principle to Live By - The Family of God

				[image: Getz0724.png]

				#6 To experience fellowship and encouragement in an oppressive and unfair world, we must become members of Christ's spiritual family. 

				Solomon observed that there is great injustice in the world, but there is comfort and mutual assistance in supportive relationships. Becoming members of Christ's church is a blessing Old Testament believers did not fully understand or experience. This was a mystery that was unveiled by Jesus Christ and revealed to the New Testament apostles and prophets. As Paul wrote,

				This was not made known to people in other generations as it is now revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: The Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, and partners of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. (Eph 3:5-6) 

				Reflection and Response

				How has God designed the church to meet our deepest needs, even when our human families have been horribly dysfunctional?  (See Ac #39:Relationships with One Another.)

				

				13 Better is a poor but wise youth than an old but foolish king who no longer pays attention to warnings. 14 For he came from prison to be king, even though he was born poor in his kingdom. 15 I saw all the living, who move about under the sun, followab a second youth who succeeds him. 16 There is no limit to all the •people who were before them, yet those who come later will not rejoice in him. This too is futile and a pursuit of the wind.

				

	

Caution in God's Presence

				5acGuard your steps when you go to the house of God. Better to draw near in obedience than to offer the sacrifice as fools do, for they ignorantly do wrong. 2 ad Do not be hasty to speak, and do not be impulsive to make a speech before God. God is in heaven and you are on earth, so let your words be few. 3 For dreams result from much work and a fool's voice from many words. 4 When you make a vow to God, don't delay fulfilling it, because He does not delight in fools. Fulfill what you vow. 5 Better that you do not vow than that you vow and not fulfill it. 6 Do not let your mouth bring •guilt on you, and do not say in the presence of the messenger that it was a mistake. Why should God be angry with your words and destroy the work of your hands? 7 For many dreams bring futility, so do many words. Therefore, •fear God.

				

	

The Realities of Wealth

				8 If you see oppression of the poor and perversion of justice and righteousness in the province, don't be astonished at the situation, because one official protects another official, and higher officials protect them. 9 The profit from the land is taken by all; the king is served by the field.ae

				10 The one who loves money is never satisfied with money, and whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with income. This too is futile. 11 When good things increase, the ones who consume them multiply; what, then, is the profit to the owner, except to gaze at them with his eyes? 12 The sleep of the worker is sweet, whether he eats little or much, but the abundance of the rich permits him no sleep.

				13 There is a sickening tragedy I have seen under the sun: wealth kept by its owner to his harm. 14 That wealth was lost in a bad venture, so when he fathered a son, he was empty-handed. 15 As he came from his mother's womb, so he will go again, naked as he came; he will take nothing for his efforts that he can carry in his hands. 16 This too is a sickening tragedy: exactly as he comes, so he will go. What does the one gain who struggles for the wind? 17 What is more, he eats in darkness all his days, with much sorrow, sickness, and anger.

				18 Here is what I have seen to be good: it is appropriate to eat, drink, and experience good in all the labor one does under the sun during the few days of his life God has given him, because that is his reward.19 Furthermore, every man to whom God has given riches and wealth; He has also allowed him to enjoy them, take his reward, and rejoice in his labor. This is a gift of God,20 for he does not often consider the days of his life because God keeps him occupied with the joy of his heart.

				A Principle to Live By - Godliness with Contentment
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				#7 Even though injustices, selfishness, and materialism are a reality in this world, we are to be content with what God provides for us to enjoy and continue to worship Him.

				The apostle Paul was very realistic about life on this earth. His focus was on eternal values but he did not ignore the temporal things that God has given us to enjoy. Perhaps reflecting on Solomon's conclusions, he wrote to Timothy,

				But godliness with contentment is a great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. . . . Instruct those who are rich in the present age not to be arrogant or to set their hope on the uncertainty of wealth, but on God, who richly provides us with all things to enjoy. Instruct them to do what is good, to be rich in good works, to be generous, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good reserve for the age to come, so that they may take hold of life that is real. (1Tm 6:6-8,17-19) 
(See 1Tm #14:Materialistic Motivation.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it easy for us as Christians to get our priorities out of focus?

				

				6 Here is a tragedy I have observed under the sun, and it weighs heavily on humanity:af2 God gives a man riches, wealth, and honor so that he lacks nothing of all he desires for himself, but God does not allow him to enjoy them. Instead, a stranger will enjoy them. This is futile and a sickening tragedy. 3 A man may father a hundred children and live many years. No matter how long he lives,ag if he is not satisfied by good things and does not even have a proper burial, I say that a stillborn child is better off than he. 4 For he comes in futility and he goes in darkness, and his name is shrouded in darkness. 5 Though a stillborn child does not see the sun and is not conscious, it has more rest than he. 6 And if he lives a thousand years twice, but does not experience happiness, do not both go to the same place?

				

				7 All man's labor is for his stomach,ah

				yet the appetite is never satisfied.

				

				8 What advantage then does the wise man have over the fool? What advantage is there for the poor person who knows how to conduct himself before others? 9 Better what the eyes see than wandering desire. This too is futile and a pursuit of the wind.

				10 Whatever exists was given its name long ago,ai and it is known what man is. But he is not able to contend with the One stronger than he. 11 For when there are many words, they increase futility. What is the advantage for man? 12 For who knows what is good for man in life, in the few days of his futile life that he spends like a shadow? Who can tell man what will happen after him under the sun?

				A Principle to Live By - False Security
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				#8 Though we may be wealthy, be honored, and have many children, we must live in the will of God in order to experience lasting satisfaction and fulfillment. 

				Paul spoke of those who are"always learning and never able to come to a knowledge of the truth" (2Tm 3:7). Furthermore, these people"will not make further progress, for their lack of understanding will be clear to all" (2Tm 3:9). 

				Without knowing the One who said,"I am the way, the truth, and the life" (Jn 14:6), men and women will never be fully satisfied in this life. Though they may believe they have experienced all there is that can bring satisfaction, they are not aware of what is truly missing: Christ's presence now and His promises for a better life to come.

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it easy for non-Christians to become self-deceived and believe they would never change a thing as they look back on their life?

				

				

	

Wise Sayings

				7 A good name is better than fine perfume,

				and the day of one's death than the day 
 of one's birth.

				2 It is better to go to a house of mourning

				than to go to a house of feasting,

				since that is the end of all mankind,

				and the living should take it to heart.

				3 Grief is better than laughter,

				for when a face is sad, a heart may be glad.

				4 The heart of the wise is in a house of 
mourning,

				but the heart of fools is in a house of pleasure.

				5 It is better to listen to rebuke from a wise person

				than to listen to the song of fools,

				6 for like the crackling of burning thorns under 
the pot,

				so is the laughter of the fool.

				This too is futile.

				7 Surely, the practice of extortion turns a wise 
person into a fool,

				and a bribe destroys the mind.

				8 The end of a matter is better than its beginning;

				a patient spirit is better than a proud spirit.

				9 Don't let your spirit rush to be angry,

				for anger abides in the heart of fools.  (See Pr #27:Mature Perceptions.)

				10 Don't say,"Why were the former days better than these?"

				since it is not wise of you to ask this.

				11 Wisdom is as good as an inheritance

				and an advantage to those who see the sun,

				12 because wisdom is protection as money 
is protection,

				and the advantage of knowledge

				is that wisdom preserves the life of its owner.

				13 Consider the work of God,

				for who can straighten out

				what He has made crooked?

				

				14 In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of adversity, consider: God has made the one as well as the other, so that man cannot discover anything that will come after him.

				

	

Avoiding Extremes

				15 In my futile lifeaj I have seen everything: there is a righteous man who perishes in spite of his righteousness, and there is a wicked man who lives long in spite of his evil. 16 Don't be excessively righteous, and don't be overly wise. Why should you destroy yourself? 17 Don't be excessively wicked, and don't be foolish. Why should you die before your time? 18 It is good that you grasp the one and do not let the other slip from your hand. For the one who •fears God will end up with both of them.

				

				19 Wisdom makes the wise man stronger

				than ten rulers of a city.

				20 There is certainly no righteous man on the earth

				who does good and never sins.

				

				21 Don't pay attentionak to everything •people say, or you may hear your servant cursing you, 22 for you know that many times you yourself have cursed others.

				

	

What the Teacher Found

				23 I have tested all this by wisdom. I resolved,"I will be wise," but it was beyond me. 24 What exists is beyond reach and very deep. Who can discover it? 25 I turned my thoughts to know, explore, and seek wisdom and an explanation for things, and to know that wickedness is stupidity and folly is madness. 26 And I find more bitter than death the woman who is a trap, her heart a net, and her hands chains. The one who pleases God will escape her, but the sinner will be captured by her.  (See Pr #7:Moral Purity.)

				

	

Wisdom, Authorities, and Inequities

				8 Who is like the wise person, and who knows the interpretation of a matter? A man's wisdom brightens his face, and the sternness of his face is changed.

				2 Keep al the king's command because of your oath made before God. 3 Do not be in a hurry; leave his presence, and don't persist in a bad cause, since he will do whatever he wants. 4 For the king's word is authoritative, and who can say to him,"What are you doing?" 5 The one who keeps a command will not experience anything harmful, and a wise heart knows the right time and procedure. 6 For every activity there is a right time and procedure, even though man's troubles are heavy on him. 7 Yet no one knows what will happen because who can tell him what will happen? 8 No one has authority over the windam to restrain it, and there is no authority over the day of death; there is no furlough in battle, and wickedness will not allow those who practice it to escape. 9 All this I have seen, applying my mind to all the work that is done under the sun, at a time when one man has authority over another to his harm.

				10 In such circumstances, I saw the wicked buried. They came and went from the holy place, and they were praised an in the city where they did so. This too is futile. 11 Because the sentence against a criminal act is not carried out quickly, the heart of •people is filled with the desire to commit crime.  (See Rm #25:Civic Responsibilities.)

				14 There is a futility that is done on the earth: there are righteous people who get what the actions of the wicked deserve, and there are wicked people who get what the actions of the righteous deserve. I say that this too is futile. 15 So I commended enjoyment because there is nothing better for man under the sun than to eat, drink, and enjoy himself, for this will accompany him in his labor during the days of his life that God gives him under the sun.

				A Principle to Live By - Inequities in Life
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				#9 We are to accept the fact that life on this earth is often unfair and unjust, even for godly believers.

				Solomon lamented the injustice he observed. The New Testament is filled with illustrations of dedicated Christians who suffered injustice. From a human point of view, life is clearly unfair. Consider Paul, who wrote,

				But you have followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, and endurance, along with the persecutions and sufferings that came to me in Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra. What persecutions I endured! Yet the Lord rescued me from them all. In fact, all those who want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. Evil people and impostors will become worse, deceiving and being deceived. (2Tm 3:10-13) 

				James added to this perspective:

				Consider it a great joy, my brothers, whenever you experience various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. But endurance must do its complete work, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking nothing. (Jms 1:2-4)  (See Jb #15:Faith that Endures.)

				Reflection and Response

				What examples can you give where you have observed injustice toward others?

				

				16 When I applied my mind to know wisdom and to observe the activity that is done on the earth (even though one's eyes do not close in sleep day or night), 17 I observed all the work of God and concluded that man is unable to discover the work that is done under the sun. Even though a man labors hard to explore it, he cannot find it; even if the wise man claims to know it, he is unable to discover it.

				

	

Enjoy Life Despite Death

				9 Indeed, I took all this to heart and explained it all: the righteous, the wise, and their works are in God's hands.•People don't know whether to expect love or hate. Everything lies ahead of them. 2 Everything is the same for everyone: there is one fate for the righteous and the wicked, for the good and the bad, ao for the •clean and the •unclean, for the one who sacrifices and the one who does not sacrifice. As it is for the good, so it is for the sinner; as for the one who takes an oath, so for the one who fears an oath. 3 This is an evil in all that is done under the sun: there is one fate for everyone. In addition, the hearts of people are full of evil, and madness is in their hearts while they live — after that they go to the dead. (See Rm #6:Salvation through Faith) 4 But there is hope for
whoever is joined  ap with all the living, since a live dog is better than a dead lion. 5 For the living know that they will die, but the dead don’t know anything. There is no longer a reward for them because the memory of them is forgotten. 6 Their love, their hate, and their envy have already disappeared, and there is no longer a portion for them in all that is done under the sun.

				7 Go, eat your bread with pleasure, and drink your wine with a cheerful heart, for God has already accepted your works. 8 Let your clothes be white all the time, and never let oil be lacking on your head. 9 Enjoy life with the wife you love all the days of your fleetingaq life, which has been given to you under the sun, all your fleeting days. For that is your portion in life and in your struggle under the sun.  (See Sg #1:Intimate Love.)

				

	

The Limitations of Wisdom

				11 Again I saw under the sun that the race is not to the swift, or the battle to the strong, or bread to the wise, or riches to the discerning, or favor to the skillful; rather, time and chance happen to all of them. 12 For man certainly does not know his time: like fish caught in a cruel net or like birds caught in a trap, so people are trapped in an evil time as it suddenly falls on them.

				13 I have observed that this also is wisdom under the sun, and it is significant to me: 14 There was a small city with few men in it. A great king came against it, surrounded it, and built large siege works against it. 15 Now a poor wise man was found in the city, and he delivered the city by his wisdom. Yet no one remembered that poor man. 16 And I said,"Wisdom is better than strength, but the wisdom of the poor man is despised, and his words are not heeded."

				

				17 The calm words of the wise are heeded

				more than the shouts of a ruler over fools.

				18 Wisdom is better than weapons of war,

				but one sinner can destroy much good.

				

	

The Burden of Folly

				10 Dead flies make a perfumer's oil 
 ferment and stink;

				so a little folly outweighs wisdom and honor.

				2 A wise man's heart goes to thear right,

				but a fool's heart to theas left.

				3 Even when the fool walks along the road, his heart lacks sense,

				and he shows everyone he is a fool.

				4 If the ruler's anger rises against you, don't leave your place,

				for calmness puts great offenses to rest.

				

				5 There is an evil I have seen under the sun, an error proceeding from the presence of the ruler:

				

				6 The fool is appointed to great heights,

				but the rich remain in lowly positions.

				7 I have seen slaves on horses,

				but princes walking on the ground like slaves.

				

				8 The one who digs a pit may fall into it,

				and the one who breaks through a wall may be 
bitten by a snake.

				9 The one who quarries stones may be hurt by them;

				the one who splits trees may be endangered by them.

				10 If the ax is dull, and one does not sharpen its edge,

				then one must exert more strength;

				however, the advantage of wisdom is that it brings success.

				11 If the snake bites before it is charmed,

				then there is no advantage for the charmer.at

				12 The words from the mouth of a wise man are gracious,

				but the lips of a fool consume him. (See Pr #24:The Power of Words.)

				13 The beginning of the words of his mouth is folly,

				but the end of his speaking is evil madness.

				14 Yet the fool multiplies words.

				No one knows what will happen,

				and who can tell anyone what will happen after him?

				15 The struggles of fools weary them,

				for they don't know how to go to the city.

				16 Woe to you, land, when your king is a youth

				and your princes feast in the morning.

				17 Blessed are you, land, when your king is a son of nobles

				and your princes feast at the proper time —

				for strength and not for drunkenness.

				18 Because of laziness the roof caves in,

				and because of negligent hands the house leaks.

				19 A feast is prepared for laughter,

				and wine makes life happy,

				and money is the answer for everything.

				20 Do not curse the king even in your thoughts,

				and do not curse a rich person even in your 
bedroom,

				for a bird of the sky may carry the message,

				and a winged creature may report the matter.

				

	

Invest in Life

				11 Send your bread on the surface 
 of the waters,

				for after many days you may find it.

				2 Give a portion to seven or even to eight,

				for you don't know what disaster may happen on earth.

				3 If the clouds are full, they will pour out rain on the earth;

				whether a tree falls to the south or the north,

				the place where the tree falls, there it will lie.

				4 One who watches the wind will not sow,

				and the one who looks at the clouds will not reap.

				5 Just as you don't know the path of the wind,

				or how bones develop inau the womb of a 
pregnant woman,

				so you don't know the work of God who makes everything.  (See Is #39:God's Omniscience and Omnipotence.)

				6 In the morning sow your seed,

				and at evening do not let your hand rest,

				because you don't know which will succeed,

				whether one or the other,

				or if both of them will be equally good.

				7 Light is sweet,

				and it is pleasing for the eyes to see the sun.

				8 Indeed, if a man lives many years,

				let him rejoice in them all,

				and let him remember the days of darkness, since they will be many.

				All that comes is futile.

				9 Rejoice, young man, while you are young,

				and let your heart be glad in the days of your youth.

				And walk in the ways of your heart

				and in the sight of your eyes;

				but know that for all of these things God will bring you to judgment.

				10 Remove sorrow from your heart,

				and put away pain from your flesh,

				because youth and the prime of life are fleeting.

				

	

The Twilight of Life

				12 So remember your Creator in the days of your youth:

				

				Before the days of adversity come,

				and the years approach when you will say,

				"I have no delight in them";

				2 before the sun and the light are darkened,

				and the moon and the stars,

				and the clouds return afterav the rain;

				3 on the day when the guardians of the house tremble,

				and the strong men stoop,

				the women who grind cease because they are few,

				and the ones who watch through the windows see dimly,

				4 the doors at the street are shut

				while the sound of the mill fades;

				when one rises at the sound of a bird,

				and all the daughters of song grow faint.

				5 Also, they are afraid of heights and dangers on the road;

				the almond tree blossoms,

				the grasshopper loses its spring,aw

				and the caper berry has no effect;

				for man is headed to his eternal home,

				and mourners will walk around in the street;

				6 before the silver cord is snapped, ax

				and the gold bowl is broken,

				and the jar is shattered at the spring,

				and the wheel is broken into the well;

				7 and the dust returns to the earth as it once was,

				and the spirit returns to God who gave it.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Youthful Service

				[image: Getz0728.png]

				#10 As spiritual leaders, we should encourage young people to serve God from their youth. 

				Apart from debilitating diseases, it is God's will that young people enjoy life. The burdens of adulthood come all too soon, and eventually life's stamina will be greatly diminished. Thus Solomon encouraged all young people to establish biblical priorities for godly living. 

				Timothy's mother, Eunice, instilled a servant's heart in her son, even though they lived in a pagan environment and she had no believing husband to help her (Ac 16:1). Timothy became a dedicated believer and demonstrated a godly reputation, so much so that the spiritual leaders"at Lystra and Iconium spoke highly of him" (Ac 16:2; see also 2Tm 3:14-15). Paul was deeply impressed with Timothy's zeal to serve God and invited him to be his missionary companion (Ac 16:3). As far as we know, Timothy served God the rest of his life.  (See Jdg #5:Modeling and Teaching.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can parents and pastors encourage all young people to use their talents and abilities without overburdening them with adult responsibilities?

				

				8 "Absolute futility," says the Teacher."Everything is futile."

				

	

The Teacher's Objectives and Conclusion

				9 In addition to the Teacher being a wise man, he constantly taught the •people knowledge; he weighed, explored, and arranged many proverbs. 10 The Teacher sought to find delightful sayings and write words of truth accurately. 11 The sayings of the wise are like goads, and those from masters of collections are like firmly embedded nails. The sayings are given by one Shepherd.ay

				12 But beyond these, my son, be warned: there is no end to the making of many books, and much study wearies the body.13 When all has been heard, the conclusion of the matter is: •fear God and keep His commands, because this is for all humanity.14 For God will bring every act to judgment, including every hidden thing, whether good or evil.

				A Principle to Live By - A Christ-Centered Life
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				#11 To discover fulfillment in this life and the life to come, we must receive the Lord Jesus Christ and live in God's will. 

				Solomon concisely summarized the primary message in Ecclesiastes when he wrote that"the conclusion of the matter is: fear God and keep His commands" (v. 13). By contrast, as Solomon has consistently repeated, life"under the sun" (1:3) without a true knowledge of God and His will leads to terrible disappointment and disillusionment. 

				The New Testament, of course, outlines a perspective that Solomon could only see through glimpses of truth that God revealed to him. We can know God by receiving His gift of eternal life that is available to all who receive the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior (Jn 1:12).  (See Jn #2:The Deity of Christ.)

				He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For everything was created by Him, in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. He is before all things, and by Him all things hold together. He is also the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He might come to have first place in everything. For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile everything to Himself by making peace through the blood of His cross—whether things on earth or things in heaven. (Col 1:15-20)  (See Col #4:Putting Christ First.)

				Reflection and Response

				What specific steps must we take to live and understand God's purposes for our lives?  (See Rm #21:Christ-Centered Worship.)

				

				

				
					
						a1:1 Or of Qoheleth, or of the Leader of the Assembly

					

					
						b1:8 Or words

					

					
						c1:11 Or of the things that

					

					
						d1:11 Or of the things that

					

					
						e1:12 Or Teacher, was

					

					
						f1:14 Or a feeding on wind, or an affliction of spirit

					

					
						g1:16 Lit said with my heart

					

					
						h1:16 Or discerned

					

					
						i1:17 Or a feeding on wind, or an affliction of spirit

					

					
						j2:3 Lit to pull my body

					

					
						k2:3 Two Hb mss, LXX, Syr read the sun

					

					
						l2:8 LXX, Theod, Syr read and male cupbearers and female cupbearers ; Aq, Tg, Vg read a cup and cups ; Hb obscure

					

					
						m2:8 Or many treasures that people delight in

					

					
						n2:11 Lit all my works that my hands had done

					

					
						o2:12 Some Hb mss read They

					

					
						p2:20 Lit And I turned to cause my heart

					

					
						q2:24 Syr, Tg; MT reads There is no good in man who eats and drinks and enjoys

					

					
						r2:24 Lit and his soul sees good

					

					
						s2:25 LXX, Theod, Syr read can drink

					

					
						t2:25 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr read me

					

					
						u3:2 Lit uproot what is planted

					

					
						v3:11 Or beautiful

					

					
						w3:11 Or has put a sense of past and future into their minds, or has placed ignorance in their hearts

					

					
						x3:12 Lit his

					

					
						y3:15 Or God calls the past to account, or God seeks what is past, or God seeks the persecuted ; lit God seeks the pursued

					

					
						z3:22 Lit after him

					

					
						aa4:8 Lit person, but there is not a second,

					

					
						ab4:15 Lit with

					

					
						ac5:1 Ec 4:17 in Hb

					

					
						ad5:2 Ec 5:1 in Hb

					

					
						ae5:9 Or An advantage for the land in every respect is a king for a cultivated field ; Hb obscure

					

					
						af6:1 Or it is common among men

					

					
						ag6:3 Lit how many years

					

					
						ah6:7 Lit mouth

					

					
						ai6:10 Lit name already

					

					
						aj7:15 Lit days

					

					
						ak7:21 Lit Don't give your heart

					

					
						al8:2 Some Hb mss, LXX, Vg, Tg, Syr; other Hb mss read I, keep

					

					
						am8:8 Or life-breath

					

					
						an8:10 Some Hb mss, LXX, Aq, Theod, Sym; other Hb mss read forgotten

					

					
						ao9:2 LXX, Aq, Syr, Vg; MT omits and the bad

					

					
						ap9:4 Alt Hb tradition reads chosen

					

					
						aq9:9 Or futile

					

					
						ar10:2 Lit his

					

					
						as10:2 Lit his

					

					
						at10:11 Lit master of the tongue

					

					
						au11:5 Or know how the life-breath comes to the bones in

					

					
						av12:2 Or with

					

					
						aw12:5 Or grasshopper is weighed down, or grasshopper drags itself along

					

					
						ax12:6 Alt Hb tradition reads removed

					

					
						ay12:11 Or by a shepherd

					

				

			

	

				Song of Songs

				Author: Solomon or a contemporary poet

				Date of writing: 970–931 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				The book of Song of Songs is in the Wisdom genre. The author extols the virtues of romantic love. In sensual imagery and nearly explicit language, the poet describes the lovemaking of a newly married couple. 

				Song of Songs teaches us principles of romantic love

				

				

				Sexual love was created by God to be shared between one man and one woman within the bonds of marriage. The poet warned against stirring up erotic passion before the appropriate time. At the same time, the poet gave a realistic impression of the disillusionment that often occurs after the first nuptial encounter.

				Song of Songs teaches us principles of restrained passion

				

				

				The poet exemplified open communication between the husband and wife. From the wedding night through the golden years, spouses are encouraged to tell each other how attractive they find each other. The poet also encouraged creativity and variation in lovemaking. The freedom we have in Christ includes freedom for spouses to love one another in a variety of positive ways. Within the biblical framework of submission to one another, each spouse can express love for the other in ways that call to mind the first, perfect marriage in Eden.

				Song of Songs teaches us principles of intimate communication

				

				

				Erotic love naturally becomes the primary focus in new marital relationships. However, as time passes, there is a danger that this passionate love will lose its intensity. Christian couples have the advantage of other kinds of love supporting their romantic love. Christians learn about brotherly love in their relationships with one another in the church setting. As spiritual brother and sister, a Christian couple has this stable love to draw on as they live together in the body of Christ. Christians also learn about unconditional love from Christ, who gave His life for their sins. This model provides the couple a solid rock when the challenges of life threaten their union.

				Song of Songs teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in song of songs

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-4

							
								
								#1: Intimate Love

							
								
								Men and women who are joined in a marital union are to enjoy to the full the sexual dimension of their relationship.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:4-17

							
								
								#2: Intimate 
Conversations

							
								
								Husbands and wives are certainly free to have sensual conversations regarding their intimate relationship.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								2:7–3:5

							
								
								#3: Sexual Purity

							
								
								Unmarried men and women are to avoid engaging in activities that create intense sexual arousal prior to marriage.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								4:1-15

							
								
								#4: Beautiful Words

							
								
								Husbands should develop sincere verbal skills in sharing their thoughts and feelings regarding their wives' physical beauty.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								4:16–5:9

							
								
								#5: Idealism and Reality

							
								
								In terms of intimacy, husbands and wives are to learn to be realistic in their expectations.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								5:10-16

							
								
								#6: Learning to Love

							
								
								Wives are to learn to express admiration and enjoyment regarding all aspects of their husbands' physical features.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								6:1–7:9

							
								
								#7: Keeping Love Alive

							
								
								Husbands are to continue to reassure their wives that they are physically attractive.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								7:9-13

							
								
								#8: Being Creative

							
								
								Husbands and wives have freedom to be creative in terms of sexual intimacy, including their lovemaking environment.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								8:5-14

							
								
								#9: A Unique Freedom

							
								
								Wives are free and encouraged to use their feminine qualities and gifts to initiate sexual intimacy.

							
								
								9

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Song of Songs

				

				1	Solomon's Finest Song.a

				

				W	2 Oh, that he would kiss me with the kisses of his mouth!

					For yourb love isc more delightful than wine.

					3 The fragrance of your perfume is intoxicating;

					your name is perfume poured out.

					No wonder young womend adore you.

					4 Take me with you — let us hurry.

					Oh, that the king would bringe me to his 
chambers.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Intimate Love

				[image: Getz0730.png]

				#1 Men and women who are joined in a marital union are to enjoy to the full the sexual dimension of their relationship.

				There are a number of questions regarding this Old Testament book. Who actually wrote it? Who is the woman who spoke first and who is the man she loves? When did they actually marry and consummate their relationship? To what extent is this a literal description of erotic love? What does the symbolic language actually mean?

				In answering these questions and outlining Principles to Live By, it seems logical to take a literal approach in interpreting the Song of Songs. This is indeed a song of conjugal love written during the Solomonic period. The author may have been Solomon but more likely someone else with poetic talents. If so, the woman was no doubt a beautiful shepherdess and the man a handsome shepherd. They were deeply attracted to one another, and at some point they became man and wife and enjoyed all of the pleasures of sexual intimacy. 

				The New Testament approach to the subject of love is far more comprehensive. The Greek term agape often describes God's love in an ultimate sense—the love that Jesus Christ demonstrated when He died for the sins of the world (Jn 3:16). Paul referred to this love and how it applies to all of us as believers:

				Therefore, be imitators of God, as dearly loved children. And walk in love, as the Messiah also loved us and gave Himself for us, a sacrificial and fragrant offering to God. (Eph 5:1-2)  (See Eph #11:Walking in Love.)

				New Testament writers did not use the Greek term for erotic love—perhaps because the Romans used it to describe sexual relationships outside of marriage—but there's no question that this physical and emotional dimension of love was an important part of the marital relationship. Not only were husbands and wives responsible to meet one another's sexual needs, but they were to enjoy this experience to the full. The Song of Songs has given us a detailed description of this aspect of love and how it can be expressed. 

				Reflection and Response

				Why have some religious leaders distorted this dimension of biblical love and what are the results? (See 1Tm #8:False Doctrine.)

				

				Y	We will rejoice and be glad for you;

					we will praise your love more than wine.

				

				W	It is only right that they adore you.

				

					5 Daughters of Jerusalem,

					I am dark like the tents of Kedar,

					yet lovely like the curtains of Solomon.

					6 Do not stare at me because I am dark,

					for the sun has gazed on me.

					My mother's sons were angry with me;

					they made me a keeper of the vineyards.

					I have not kept my own vineyard.f

				

					7 Tell me, you, the one I love:

					Where do you pasture your sheep?

					Where do you let them rest at noon?

					Why should I be like one who veils herselfg

					beside the flocks of your companions?

				M	8If you do not know,

					most beautiful of women,

					followh the tracks of the flock,

					and pasture your young goats

					near the shepherds' tents.

				

					9 I compare you, my darling,

					to ai mare among Pharaoh's chariots.

					10 Your cheeks are beautiful with jewelry,

					your neck with its necklace.

					11 We will make gold jewelry for you,

					accented with silver.

				

				

				W	12 While the king is on his couch,j

					my perfumek releases its fragrance.

					13 My love is a sachet of myrrh to me,

					spending the night between my breasts.

					14 My love is a cluster of henna blossoms to me,

					in the vineyards of En-gedi.

				

				M	15 How beautiful you are, my darling.

					How very beautiful!

					Your eyes are doves.

				

				W	16 How handsome you are, my love.

					How delightful!

					Our bed is lush with foliage;

					17 the beams of our house are cedars,

					and our rafters are cypresses.l

				A Principle to Live By - Intimate Conversations
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				#2 Husbands and wives are certainly free to have sensual conversations regarding their intimate relationship.

				This opening chapter beautifully illustrates intimate communication between a man and a woman. Clearly, God designed these relations for a marriage union, which takes us back to the Garden of Eden when God created Eve and brought her to Adam. The Lord Himself said,

				"It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper as his complement." . . . So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to come over the man, and he slept. God took one of his ribs and closed the flesh at that place. Then the Lord God made the rib He had taken from the man into a woman and brought her to the man. And the man said:

				This one, at last, is bone of my bone

				and flesh of my flesh;

				this one will be called"woman,"

				for she was taken from man. 

				This is why a man leaves his father and mother and bonds with his wife, and they become one flesh. 
Both the man and his wife were naked, yet felt no shame. (Gn 2:18,21-25)  (See Gn #3:Marital Union.)

				Once sin entered the world, it definitely impacted the sexual relationship between Adam and Eve—spiritually, psychologically, and physically. However, God did not remove the capacity for them and all men and women thereafter to enjoy this intimate gift. 

				When Paul addressed marriage issues, he certainly was including intimate communication when he wrote,

				A husband should fulfill his marital responsibility to his wife, and likewise a wife to her husband. A wife does not have the right over her own body, but her husband does. In the same way, a husband does not have the right over his own body, but his wife does. Do not deprive one another sexually—except when you agree for a time, to devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again; otherwise, Satan may tempt you because of your lack of self-control. (1Co 7:3-5)  (See 1Co #15:The Gift of Sex.)

				Reflection and Response

				How has sin often impacted husbands and wives in their ability to communicate openly and honestly at this level of intimacy?

				

				2	I am a rosem of Sharon,

				a lilyn of the valleys.

				

				M	2 Like a lily among thorns,

					so is my darling among the young women.

				W	3 Like an apricoto tree among the trees of the 
forest,

					so is my love among the young men.

					I delight to sit in his shade,

					and his fruit is sweet to my taste.

					4 He brought me to the banquet hall,p

					and he looked on me with love.q

					5 Sustain me with raisins;

					refresh me with apricots,r

					for I am lovesick.

					6 His left hand is under my head,

					and his right arm embraces me.s

					7 Young women of Jerusalem, I charge you

					by the gazelles and the wild does of the 
field:

					do not stir up or awaken love

					until the appropriate time.t

				

					8 Listen! My love is approaching.

					Look! Here he comes,

					leaping over the mountains,

					bounding over the hills.

					9 My love is like a gazelle

					or a young stag.

					Look, he is standing behind our wall,

					gazing through the windows,

					peering through the lattice.

					10 My love calls to me:

				

				M	Arise, my darling.

					Come away, my beautiful one.

					11 For now the winter is past;

					the rain has ended and gone away.

					12 The blossoms appear in the countryside.

					The time of singingu has come,

					and the turtledove's cooing is heard in our 
land.

					13 The fig tree ripens its figs;

					the blossoming vines give off their 
fragrance.

					Arise, my darling.

					Come away, my beautiful one.

				

					14 My dove, in the clefts of the rock,

					in the crevices of the cliff,

					let me see your face,v

					let me hear your voice;

					for your voice is sweet,

					and your face is lovely.

				

				(W)	15 Catch the foxes for us —

					the little foxes that ruin the vineyards —

					for our vineyards are in bloom.

				W	16 My love is mine and I am his;

					he feeds among the lilies.

					17 Before the day breaksw

					and the shadows flee,

					turn to me, my love, and be like a gazelle

					or a young stag on the divided mountains.x

				3	In my bed at nighty

				I sought the one I love;

					I sought him, but did not find him. z

					2 I will arise now and go about the city,

					through the streets and the plazas.

					I will seek the one I love.

					I sought him, but did not find him.

					3 The guards who go about the city 
found me.

					I asked them,"Have you seen the one 
I love?"

					4 I had just passed them

					when I found the one I love.

					I held on to him and would not let him go

					until I brought him to my mother's house —

					to the chamber of the one who conceived me.

					5 Young women of Jerusalem, I charge you

					by the gazelles and the wild does of the 
field:

					do not stir up or awaken love

					until the appropriate time.aa

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Sexual Purity
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				#3 Unmarried men and women are to avoid engaging in activities that create intense sexual arousal prior to marriage.

				The Bible clearly teaches that any form of sexual intimacy is designed for marriage. Both the Old and New Testaments teach us this truth. Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians, quoted both Moses and Jesus:

				For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one flesh. (Eph 5:31; see Gn 2:24; Mt 19:5.)

				To be sexually involved with any person other than a husband or wife is a direct violation of God's will.  (See 1Co #15:The Gift of Sex.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so important for young women to help set standards for dating relationships as modeled in the Song of Songs (see Sg 2:7; 3:5, and 8:4)?

				

				N	6 What is this coming up from the wilderness

					like columns of smoke,

					scented with myrrh and frankincense

					from every fragrant powder of the merchant?

					7 It is Solomon's royal litter

					surrounded by 60 warriors

					from the mighty of Israel.

					8 All of them are skilled with swords

					and trained in warfare.

					Each has his sword at his side

					to guard against the terror of the night.

				

					9 King Solomon made a sedan chair for himself

					with wood from Lebanon.

					10 He made its posts of silver,

					its backab of gold,

					and its seat of purple.

					Its interior is inlaid with loveac

					by the young women of Jerusalem.

					11 Come out, young women of •Zion,

					and gaze at King Solomon,

					wearing the crown his mother placed on him

					the day of his wedding —

					the day of his heart's rejoicing.

				

				M

				4	How beautiful you are, my darling.

				How very beautiful!

				Behind your veil,

				your eyes are doves.

				Your hair is like a flock of goats

				streaming down Mount Gilead.

				2 Your teeth are like a flock of newly 
shorn sheep

				coming up from washing,

				each one having a twin,

				and not one missing.ad

				3 Your lips are like a scarlet cord,

				and your mouthae is lovely.

				Behind your veil,

				your browaf is like a slice of pomegranate.

				4 Your neck is like the tower of David,

				constructed in layers.

				

				A thousand bucklers are hung on it —

				all of them shields of warriors.

				5 Your breasts are like two fawns,

				twins of a gazelle, that feed among the lilies.

					6 Before the day breaksag

					and the shadows flee,

					I will make my way to the mountain of myrrh

					and the hill of frankincense.

					7 You are absolutely beautiful, my darling,

					with no imperfection in you.

				

					8 Come with me from Lebanon, my bride —

					with me from Lebanon!

					Descend from the peak of Amana,

					from the summit of Senir and Hermon,

					from the dens of the lions,

					from the mountains of the leopards.

				9 You have captured my heart, my sister, my bride.

				You have captured my heart with one glance of your eyes,

				with one jewel of your necklace.

				10 How delightful your love is, my sister, my bride.

				Your love is much better than wine,

				and the fragrance of your perfume than any 
balsam.

				11 Your lips drip sweetness like the honeycomb, my bride.

				Honey and milk are under your tongue.

				The fragrance of your garments is like the 
fragrance of Lebanon.

				

				12 My sister, my bride, you are a locked garden —

				a locked garden ah and a sealed spring.

				13 Your branches are a paradiseai of pomegranates

				with choicest fruits,

				henna with nard —

					14 nard and saffron, calamus and cinnamon,

				with all the trees of frankincense,

				myrrh and aloes,

				with all the best spices.

				15 You are a garden spring,

				a well of flowing water

				streaming from Lebanon.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Beautiful Words
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				#4 Husbands should develop sincere verbal skills in sharing their thoughts and feelings regarding their wives' physical beauty.

				Throughout this love song, erotic love is focused on external beauty, and in this section, the young husband spared few words in describing nearly every aspect of his new bride's physical features. Including her eyes, hair, teeth, lips, brow, neck, and breasts (vv. 1-5), he freely admitted she had captured his heart (v. 9). He then sensitively, using symbolic language, asked her to welcome his advances (v. 12). 

				The New Testament directs men to live with their wives in an understanding way. Peter exhorted husbands to be gentle and sensitive. Some Bible expositors believe he was talking about sexual advances when he wrote,

				Husbands, in the same way, live with your wives with an understanding of their weaker nature yet showing them honor as coheirs of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered. (1Pt 3:7)  (See 1Pt #8:Marital Relationships.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it difficult for some men—including Christian men—to be romantic, sensitive, and caring during lovemaking?

				

				W	16 Awaken, north wind —

					come, south wind.

					Blow on my garden,

					and spread the fragrance of its spices.

					Let my love come to his garden

					and eat its choicest fruits.

				

				M

				5	I have come to my garden — my sister, 
my bride.

					I gatheraj my myrrh with my spices.

					I eat my honeycomb with my honey.

					I drink my wine with my milk.

				

				N	Eat, friends!

					Drink, be intoxicated with love!ak

				

				W	2 I sleep, but my heart is awake.

					A sound! My love is knocking!

				

				M	Open to me, my sister, my darling,

					my dove, my perfect one.

					For my head is drenched with dew,

					my hair with droplets of the night.

				

				W	3 I have taken off my clothing.

					How can I put it back on?

					I have washed my feet.

					How can I get them dirty?

					4 My love thrust his hand through the opening,

					and my feelings were stirred for him.

					5 I rose to open for my love.

					My hands dripped with myrrh,

					my fingers with flowing myrrh

					on the handles of the bolt.

					6 I opened to my love,

					but my love had turned and gone away.

					I was crushedal that he had left.am

					I sought him, but did not find him.

					I called him, but he did not answer.

					7 The guards who go about the city found me.

					They beat and wounded me;

					they took my cloakan from me —

					the guardians of the walls.

					8 Young women of Jerusalem, I charge you:

					if you find my love,

					tell him that I am lovesick.

				

				Y	9 What makes the one you love better than 
another,

					most beautiful of women?

					What makes him better than another,

					that you would give us this charge?

				

				A Principle to Live By - Idealism and Reality

				#5 In terms of intimacy, husbands and wives are to learn to be realistic in their expectations.
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				There is a difference of opinion among Bible scholars regarding what the bride means in her responses in Song of Songs 5:3-6, but most agree that the verses prior to this response describe this couples' culminating lovemaking experience. The bride welcomes her husband (4:16) and he responds (5:1).

				

				This appears to be the couple's first sexual experience. However, once it was over, the 
husband was satisfied but the bride was not. He may have left the marriage bed and gone about his duties, or he fell asleep (5:6). This paragraph expresses the bride's feelings of disappointment and perhaps of abandonment. 

				If this is an accurate interpretation, it correlates with reality. Wedding night expectations for virgin brides and grooms are often unrealistic. It's not uncommon for some brides in particular to question whether or not they have made a right decision. Furthermore, if a young husband senses his wife's ambivalence, he will often feel a sense of rejection and confusion. The Song of Songs is teaching that it takes time to adjust to this new role—and to grow and mature as sexual partners. 

				For those of us who live under the new covenant, we have a much broader perspective on true love. An enduring relationship cannot be based on erotic experiences alone, as important as they are. Rather, we must learn to love as Christ loved—a directive that Paul applied specifically to husbands. This is why Paul wrote,

				Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself for her to make her holy, cleansing her with the washing of water by the word. (Eph 5:25-26) 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to be realistic about God's gift of sexuality and yet never allow the impact of sin in this world to destroy what God intends to be a continuing experience that is satisfying for both husbands and wives? 

				

				W	10 My love is fit and strong,ao

					notable among ten thousand.

					11 His head is purest gold.

					His hair is wavyap

					and black as a raven.

					12 His eyes are like doves

					beside streams of water,

					washed in milk

					and set like jewels.aq

					13 His cheeks are like beds of spice,

					towers of ar perfume.

					His lips are lilies,

					dripping with flowing myrrh.

					14 His armsas are rods of gold

					setat with topaz.

					His bodyau is an ivory panel

					covered with sapphires.

					15 His legs are alabaster pillars

					set on pedestals of pure gold.

					His presence is like Lebanon,

					as majestic as the cedars.

					16 His mouth is sweetness.

					He is absolutely desirable.

					This is my love, and this is my friend,

					young women of Jerusalem.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Learning to Love
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				#6 Wives are to learn to express admiration and enjoyment regarding all aspects of their husbands' physical features.

				Whatever the bride's disappointment and perhaps disillusionment regarding her first sexual experience with her husband, she soon refocused her thoughts and feelings. She took her mind off herself and described her husband's physical qualities that had attracted her to him in the first place. Perhaps reflecting on how pleased her husband was with all aspects of her physical beauty (4:1-7), she now reciprocated (5:11-16). 

				At this point, it's important to add a New Testament dimension to the beauty and attractiveness of the human body, a notion that has been terribly distorted because of sin in the world. For men and women alike, inward qualities are ultimately more important in God's eyes than outward appearance (1Sm 16:7; Mt 23:27-28). Peter reminded us that there is a beauty that is far deeper and more profound:

				In the same way, wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, even if some disobey the Christian message, they may be won over without a message by the way their wives live when they observe your pure, reverent lives. Your beauty should not consist of outward things like elaborate hairstyles and the wearing of gold ornaments or fine clothes. Instead, it should consist of what is inside the heart with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very valuable in God's eyes. (1Pt 3:1-4)  (See 1Pt #8:Marital Relationships.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is internal beauty and attractiveness so important in keeping external beauty from becoming meaningless in a marital relationship?

				

				Y

				6	Where has your love gone,

				most beautiful of women?

					Which way has heav turned?

					We will seek him with you.

				

				W	2 My love has gone down to his garden,

					to beds of spice,

					to feed in the gardens

					and gather lilies.

					3 I am my love's and my love is mine;

					he feeds among the lilies.

				

				M	4 You are as beautiful as Tirzah, my darling,

					lovely as Jerusalem,

					awe-inspiring as an army with banners.

					5 Turn your eyes away from me,

					for they captivate me.

					Your hair is like a flock of goats

					streaming down from Gilead.

					6 Your teeth are like a flock of ewes

					coming up from washing,

					each one having a twin,

					and not one missing.aw

					7 Behind your veil,

					your browax is like a slice of pomegranate.

					8 There are 60 queens

					and 80 concubines

					and young womenay without number.

					9 But my dove, my virtuous one, is unique;

					she is the favorite of her mother,

					perfect to the one who gave her birth.

					Women see her and declare her fortunate;

					queens and concubines also, and they sing her praises:

				

				Y	10 Who is this who shines like the dawn —

					as beautiful as the moon,

					bright as the sun,

					awe-inspiring as an army with banners?

				

				

				W	11 I came down to the walnut grove

					to see the blossoms of the valley,

					to see if the vines were budding

					and the pomegranates blooming.

					12 Before I knew it,

					my desire put me

					among the chariots of my noble people.az

				

				Y	13 ba Come back, come back, Shulammite!bb

					Come back, come back, that we may look at you!

				

				M	Why are you looking at the Shulammite,

					as you look at the dance of the two camps?bc

				7	How beautiful are your sandaled feet, princess!bd

				The curves of your thighs are like jewelry,

					the handiwork of a master.

					2 Your navel is a rounded bowl;

					it never lacks mixed wine.

					Your waistbe is a mound of wheat

					surrounded by lilies.

					3 Your breasts are like two fawns,

					twins of a gazelle.

					4 Your neck is like a tower of ivory,

					your eyes like pools in Heshbon

					by the gate of Bath-rabbim.

					Your nose is like the tower of Lebanon

					looking toward Damascus.

					5 Your head crowns youbf like Mount Carmel,

					the hair of your head like purple cloth —

					a king could be held captive in your tresses.

					6 How beautiful you are and how pleasant,

					my love, with such delights!

					7 Your stature is like a palm tree;

					your breasts are clusters of fruit.

					8 I said,"I will climb the palm tree

					and take hold of its fruit."

					May your breasts be like clusters of grapes,

					and the fragrance of your breath like apricots.

					9 Your mouthbg is like fine wine —

				

				A Principle to Live By - Keeping Love Alive

				#7 Husbands are to continue to reassure their wives that they are physically attractive.
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				Whatever ambivalence this new bride had been feeling was no longer an issue. When asked by the Jerusalem girls where her beloved was (6:1), she in essence said,"He is in my arms making love to me!" (6:2). Her husband's response was reassuring to his new bride. Two lengthy passages describe his 
pleasure in viewing and touching his wife's body (6:4-9; 7:1-9a). 

				Is it possible to keep this kind of sexual love alive for a lifetime? From a qualitative perspective, it's virtually impossible simply because we grow old. Sarah understood this reality. She was 90 years old when God promised she would conceive and bear a son. When she heard this,"she laughed to herself: 'After I have become shriveled up and my lord is old, will I have delight?'" (Gn 18:12). 

				As we grow older—physically and psychologically—agape love that is focused in Jesus Christ grows and matures and phileo love (friendship) deepens, even though our erotic capacities fade. Christ's love motivates us to be all we should be to our lifetime mates. Paul's definition of love should take on even deeper meaning:

				Love is patient, love is kind. Love does not envy, is not boastful, is not conceited, does not act improperly, is not selfish, is not provoked, and does not keep a record of wrongs. Love finds no joy in unrighteousness but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. (1Co 13:4-7)

				Reflection and Response

				Though age definitely affects our sexual capabilities, what appropriate steps can we take under normal circumstances to keep this capacity alive and meaningful, even into later years?

				

				W	flowing smoothly for my love,

					gliding past my lips and teeth! bh

					10 I belong to my love,

					and his desire is for me.

				

					11 Come, my love,

					let's go to the field;

					let's spend the night among the henna blossoms.bi

					12 Let's go early to the vineyards;

					let's see if the vine has budded,

					if the blossom has opened,

					if the pomegranates are in bloom.

					There I will give you my love.

					13 The mandrakes give off a fragrance,

					and at our doors is every delicacy —

					new as well as old.

					I have treasured them up for you, my love.

				A Principle to Live By - Being Creative
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				#8 Husbands and wives have freedom to be creative in terms of sexual intimacy, including their lovemaking environment.

				While her husband was extolling her beauty, particularly her breasts, his wife interrupted and completed his sentence. He stated:"Your mouth is like fine wine"—and she continued—"flowing smoothly for my love, gliding past my lips and teeth!" (v. 9). At this point, the woman became the initiator and led him out to the fields and vineyards. This seems to be more than metaphorical language. She informed him that once they arrived in this beautiful secluded and natural environment, she would give him her love (v. 12). 

				In some respects, this scene takes us back to the Garden of Eden, the natural environment where Adam and Eve first experienced sexual love prior to sin entering the world. These biblical references teach us that environmental creativity is a significant way to avoid boredom and to keep sexual love alive. 

				It's not insignificant that the wife used her freedom to initiate this creativity. It's also important to note once again the symbolic language used to describe sexual love throughout this Old Testament book. Perhaps there is no biblical function that opens the door so widely to creativity. 

				The New Testament teaches that once we become Christians, we have a new freedom in Christ (Gl 5:1). However, we are not to"use this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh." Rather, we are to"serve one another through love" (Gl 5:13). Normally we do not associate sexual relationships with these biblical statements, but our freedom in Christ extends to all aspects of our lives, including a creative approach to sexual love between a man and a woman who are committed to each other in a marriage relationship. The guiding principle is for a husband and a wife to reflect"the fruit of the Spirit" in all of their relationships with one another (Gl 5:22). 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy for couples to become routine when it comes to sexual love and what appropriate steps can be taken to avoid boredom?

				

				8	If only I could treat you like my brother,bj

				one who nursed at my mother's breasts,

					I would find you in public and kiss you,

					and no one would scorn me.

					2 I would lead you, I would take you,

					to the house of my mother who taught me. bk

					I would give you spiced wine to drink

					from my pomegranate juice.

					3 His left hand is under my head,

					and his right arm embraces me.

					4 Young women of Jerusalem, I charge you:

					do not stir up or awaken love

					until the appropriate time.  (Review Sg #3: Sexual Purity.)

				

				Y	5 Who is this coming up from the wilderness,

					leaning on the one she loves?

				

				WI awakened you under the apricot tree.

				There your mother conceived you;

				there she conceived and gave you birth.

				6 Set me as a seal on your heart,

				as a seal on your arm.

				For love is as strong as death;

				ardent love is as unrelenting as •Sheol.

				Love's flames are fiery flames —

				the fiercest of all.bl

					7 Mighty waters cannot extinguish love;

					rivers cannot sweep it away.

					If a man were to give all his wealthbm for love,

					it would be utterly scorned.

				B	8 Our sister is young;

					she has no breasts.

					What will we do for our sister

					on the day she is spoken for?

					9 If she is a wall,

					we will build a silver parapet on it.

					If she is a door,

					we will enclose it with cedar planks.

				

				W	10 I ambn a wall

					and my breasts like towers.

					So in his eyes I have become

					like one who finds peace.

				

					11 Solomon owned a vineyard in Baal-hamon.

					He leased the vineyard to tenants.

					Each was to bring for his fruit

					1,000 pieces of silver.

					12 I have my own vineyard.bo

					The 1,000 are for you, Solomon,

					but 200 for those who guard its fruits.

				

				M	13 You who dwell in the gardens —

					companions are listening for your voice —

					let me hear you!

				

				W	14 Hurry to me, my love,

				and be like a gazelle

				or a young stag

				on the mountains of spices.

				

				A Principle to Live By - A Unique Freedom
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				#9 Wives are free and encouraged to use their feminine qualities and gifts to initiate sexual intimacy.

				The Song of Songs begins with a very assertive and intimate gesture by the bride (1:2-4), and ends in the same way (8:14). Throughout this love poem, the wife has far more to say than her husband. In other words, most of what we read in the Song of Songs is from a woman's perspective. 

				This is a very important observation since when sin entered the world, it affected all aspects of life, including the sexual dimension in marriage. God Himself said to Eve,

				Your desire will be for your husband, yet he will rule over you. (Gn 3:16b)  (See Gn #6:Avoiding Marital Conflict.)

				However, God did not remove a wife's capacity to have significant power over her husband—namely her ability to impact him sexually. It is possible to use this power selfishly or unselfishly. Even before Jesus Christ came to set us free from Satan's power, the Song of Songs demonstrated that a wife could use her sexual gifts positively. How much more should this be true when we become new creations in Jesus Christ? As Paul stated,

				Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away, and look, new things have come. (2Co 5:17) 

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways should our freedom in Jesus Christ impact our freedom to become better husbands and wives in our most intimate relationship?
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Introduction

				In the first five books of the Bible, called the Pentateuch, God announced how people could enter into a personal relationship with Him through a covenant based on faith and trust. Time and time again, as recorded in the Pentateuch and the History, His people doubted, rebelled, and failed to maintain that relationship. Here in the Prophets, Isaiah and the other men of God called His chosen people back to a proper relationship with Him and described the consequences if they did not repent. 

				Isaiah teaches us principles of our relationship with God

				

				

				Because Isaiah anticipated many aspects of the coming of the Messiah with such remarkable clarity, he is quoted more often in the New Testament than any other Old Testament prophet. It was Isaiah who predicted that the Messiah would not only be a reigning King, but that He would be a suffering Savior who paid for the sins of mankind. At the beginning of His ministry, Jesus Christ Himself read from the book of Isaiah and announced that He was fulfilling this prophecy.

				Isaiah teaches us principles of divine prophecy

				

				

				After warning people of God's coming judgment, Isaiah declared the good news of Judah's restoration to the promised land. But beyond the return of the exiles, Isaiah foresaw a glorious future, for both Jews and Gentiles. First, the benefits of the Messiah would be extended to the Gentiles, who would enjoy God's blessings during the church age and then someday gather in the new Jerusalem to worship God. But besides the church, God still has future plans to redeem the entire ethnic nation of Israel.

				Isaiah teaches us principles of eschatology

				

				

				Like the other prophets, Isaiah spoke of events that would be fulfilled in the near future in Israel, in a few hundred years in Christ, and in a few thousand years at the end of the age.  Sometimes the same prophecy had more than one fulfillment, and with some prophecies it is difficult to determine if it has already been fulfilled or if there is more yet to come. This ambiguity should keep us humble in our interpretation of the events of the last days, and it lends a sense of urgency since Christ could return at any time to fulfill the rest of Isaiah's prophecies.

				Isaiah teaches us principles of prophetic fulfillment

				

				

				Isaiah mocked idols and those who worship them. Idols are powerless—they have to be nailed to a board so they don't tip over—but Yahweh is the living God who determines the rise and fall of nations. Idols can't even speak, but God announces the future before it happens. Idols can never guarantee victory over other armies, but Yahweh can save His people not only from their mortal enemies but from sin and death. Isaiah called people to turn away from worthless idols that would ultimately disappoint them to the awesome God who could ultimately save them.

				Isaiah teaches us Principles to Live By

				

			

			
				list of principles in Isaiah

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

						
								
								1:1-2

							
								
								#1: God's Inspired 
Revelation

							
								
								Since God has spoken through the written Scriptures, we should study the inspired Word of God carefully in order to understand and live in God's will.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:2-20

							
								
								#2: Corporate 
Repentance

							
								
								As local churches, we should repent when we have taken advantage of God's grace.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								1:21–2:4

							
								
								#3: The Messiah's Reign

							
								
								We are to look forward to the time when the Lord Jesus Christ will rule on earth and there will be world peace.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:5–4:6

							
								
								#4: Producing Much Fruit

							
								
								As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, we are God's spiritual vineyard and we should bear fruit that reveals that we are Christ's true disciples.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								5:1-7

							
								
								#5: Pride and Unbelief

							
								
								As the church of Jesus Christ, we must be on guard against the sin of pride and arrogance, which can lead us into a state of unbelief and hardness of heart.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								5:8-30

							
								
								#6: The Failure of the Church

							
								
								As those who profess to be members of Christ's family today, we must be on guard against the same sins that God condemned in Israel.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								6:1-13

							
								
								#7: Living Holy Lives

							
								
								We are to respond to God's mercy and grace by continually renewing our hearts and minds and living in His will.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								7:1-14

							
								
								#8: The Incarnation

							
								
								We must stand firm in our belief that the Lord Jesus Christ is both God and man.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								8:11-15

							
								
								#9: Faithful Service

							
								
								Even though the majority of Christians may not be living dedicated lives, spiritual leaders must continue to take a firm stand for God's truth. 

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								8:16–9:7

							
								
								#10: Serving Christ Faithfully

							
								
								As members of Christ's church, we are to devote ourselves to carrying out the Great Commission until He comes again. 

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								9:8–10:4

							
								
								#11: Ultimate Judgment

							
								
								When presenting the gospel, we must not only teach that God's love extends to all people, but that His judgment will ultimately come when His offer of salvation is rejected.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								10:5-34

							
								
								#12: Sovereignty and Free Will

							
								
								We are to rejoice and relax in the wonderful truth that God is sovereign and good.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								11:1-16

							
								
								#13: God's Future Plans

							
								
								To understand the biblical story in all its richness and fullness, we must understand God's future plans for Israel as well as for the nations of the world.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								12:1-6

							
								
								#14: Godly Praise

							
								
								As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, we should praise God continually for 
choosing us to be a part of His eternal plan.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								13:1-22

							
								
								#15: Signs of the Times

							
								
								Though no one knows when Jesus Christ will return, we should carefully consider what appear to be signs that this awesome event may be near.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								14:3-15

							
								
								#16: Defeating Satan

							
								
								We are continually to put on the whole armor of God so we can defeat Satan and his evil associates.

							
								
								16

							
						

						
								
								14:24–23:18

							
								
								#17: Prophetic 
Fulfillment

							
								
								As believers, we should be motivated to share the gospel of Jesus Christ because of fulfilled prophecy.

							
								
								17

							
						

						
								
								24:1-23

							
								
								#18: God's Wrath

							
								
								Though God will eventually pour out wrath on the entire earth, believers in the Lord Jesus Christ should be encouraged since we will be delivered from this judgment.

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								26:1-4

							
								
								#19: God's Peace

							
								
								To experience God's divine power and presence in our lives, we must place our trust in Christ our Savior.

							
								
								19

							
						

						
								
								25:1–26:21

							
								
								#20: Divine Mysteries Revealed

							
								
								As members of Christ's church, we are to thank and praise God and encourage one another with revelatory truth that Isaiah and other Old Testament prophets did not have.

							
								
								20

							
						

						
								
								28:14-16

							
								
								#21: God's Household

							
								
								To become living stones built on the foundation of Jesus Christ, we must receive the gift of eternal life, which makes us members of Christ's spiritual house, the church.

							
								
								21

							
						

						
								
								29:1–30:17

							
								
								#22: Willing Obedience

							
								
								Spiritual leaders should be willing and eager to lead God's people with total integrity.

							
								
								22

							
						

						
								
								32:1–33:24

							
								
								#23: King of Kings

							
								
								As believers, we are to allow the Lord Jesus Christ to rule and reign in our hearts.

							
								
								23

							
						

						
								
								34:1-17

							
								
								#24: God's Love and Holiness

							
								
								We must never compromise the biblical message that involves both God's eternal love for sinful humanity and His righteous anger against sin.

							
								
								24

							
						

						
								
								35:1-10

							
								
								#25: Supernatural 
Restoration

							
								
								Though there is some marvelous restoration in the land of Israel today, we must be cautious in equating this human effort with God's miraculous restoration when Jesus Christ returns to earth.

							
								
								25

							
						

						
								
								40:1-5

							
								
								#26: Spiritual 
Preparation

							
								
								As the church of Jesus Christ, we are to prepare ourselves and all people for the glorious second coming of Jesus Christ.

							
								
								26

							
						

						
								
								40:6-8

							
								
								#27: The Eternal Word

							
								
								Though there are many and varied messages that are being presented today, we must devote ourselves to accurately proclaiming the word of God.

							
								
								27

							
						

						
								
								40:9-31

							
								
								#28: Supernatural Enablement

							
								
								We are to draw continually on God's supernatural strength and power to enable us to walk worthy of our great calling in Christ.

							
								
								28

							
						

						
								
								41:1-29

							
								
								#29: The One, True God

							
								
								When we are tempted to engage in idolatrous activities, we should carefully review who God is and what He has done for sinful humanity that false gods cannot do.

							
								
								29

							
						

						
								
								42:1-9

							
								
								#30: God's Witnesses

							
								
								As believers, our focus should be to shine as God's lights in this world

							
								
								30

							
						

						
								
								43:8-13

							
								
								#31: The Only Way

							
								
								To be true to the total biblical story, we must believe and teach that putting faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is the only way for people to inherit eternal life.

							
								
								31

							
						

						
								
								43:14-28

							
								
								#32: Forgetting the Past

							
								
								As those who have been forgiven and cleansed by the blood of Christ, we are to forget the past and move forward.

							
								
								32

							
						

						
								
								44:1–45:1

							
								
								#33: God's Sovereignty

							
								
								We are to understand and believe that God can use anyone or anything to achieve His divine purposes.
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								45:14-25

							
								
								#34: God's Redemptive Plan

							
								
								We must understand that God chose Abraham from paganism in order to provide salvation for all nations of the world. 

							
								
								34

							
						

						
								
								46:1–48:22

							
								
								#35: Godly Living

							
								
								We should study and teach biblical prophecy in order to help all believers live in the will of God.

							
								
								35

							
						

						
								
								49:1–50:11

							
								
								#36: Trusting God

							
								
								To inherit salvation, we must depend on God, not on ourselves.

							
								
								36

							
						

						
								
								52:13–53:12

							
								
								#37: God's Redemptive Story

							
								
								When we present the redemptive message, we should use Old Testament passages to support and clarify New Testament truth.

							
								
								37

							
						

						
								
								54:1–55:7

							
								
								#38: Seeking God

							
								
								To experience true satisfaction in this life and the glories of the life to come, we are to hunger and thirst after spiritual food just as we hunger and thirst after natural food.

							
								
								38

							
						

						
								
								55:8-13

							
								
								#39: God's Omniscience and Omnipotence

							
								
								When we encounter what appear to be impossible tasks and insurmountable obstacles, we are to remember that God is not limited by our human perspectives.

							
								
								39

							
						

						
								
								56:1-8

							
								
								#40: Reflecting Christ's Character

							
								
								As God's living temple today, we are to reflect the character of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								40

							
						

						
								
								57:14-21

							
								
								#41: Christ Our Peace

							
								
								All people, regardless of their ethnic backgrounds, social status, gender, or race, should seek to be at peace with God through the reconciling ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								41

							
						

						
								
								58:1-14

							
								
								#42: Proper Prayers

							
								
								To have an effective prayer life, we are to live consistent Christian lives. 

							
								
								42

							
						

						
								
								60:1-24

							
								
								#43: God's Prophetic Plan

							
								
								In interpreting prophecy, we must remember that no single author of Scripture had a complete and definitive understanding of all aspects of God's overall plan from eternity to eternity.

							
								
								43

							
						

						
								
								61:1-11

							
								
								#44: The Day of Grace

							
								
								Our primary message today should focus on God's grace and truth in Jesus Christ. 

							
								
								44

							
						

						
								
								62:1-12

							
								
								#45: The Wedding Supper

							
								
								We are to prepare ourselves for that wonderful moment when all true believers will be presented to Jesus Christ as His spotless bride.

							
								
								45

							
						

						
								
								64:1-12

							
								
								#46: Grace Alone

							
								
								When presenting the gospel of Jesus Christ, we must always make it clear that no one can receive eternal life by doing good works.

							
								
								46

							
						

						
								
								65:1-10

							
								
								#47: Wild Olive Branches

							
								
								As Gentile believers, we are humbly to thank God for including us in His great plan of salvation.

							
								
								47

							
						

						
								
								66:1-2

							
								
								#48: God's Dwelling Place

							
								
								As those who are God's sanctuary (the church), we must do all we can never to damage His sacred dwelling.

							
								
								48

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Isaiah

				1 The vision concerning Judah and Jerusalem that Isaiah son of Amoz saw during the reignsa of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

				

	

Judah on Trial

				2 Listen, heavens, and pay attention, earth,

				for the Lord has spoken:

				"I have raised childrenb and brought them up,

				but they have rebelled against Me.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Inspired Revelation

				[image: Getz0739.png]

				#1 Since God has spoken through the written Scriptures, we should study the inspired Word of God carefully in order to understand and live in God's will. 

				Isaiah was one of God's greatest prophets. Through visions, he received direct messages regarding what was about to happen to Judah and Jerusalem. His prophetic ministry lasted approximately 60 years while four kings ruled (v. 1). However, God's revelation to and through Isaiah regarding events in his day also spans history. Isaiah is often quoted in the New Testament regarding both the first and second coming of Jesus Christ. 

				Most importantly, what Isaiah and other Old Testament prophets initially spoke and then wrote has come down to us as the very words of God. Peter affirmed the reality of biblical prophecy:

				So we have the prophetic word strongly confirmed. You will do well to pay attention to it, as to a lamp shining in a dismal place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. First of all, you should know this: No prophecy of Scripture comes from one's own interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by the will of man; instead, men spoke from God as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. (2Pt 1:19-21) 
(See 2Pt #3:The Word of God.)

				Reflection and Response

				In understanding God's will for our lives, why is it important to consult what God has said throughout the total biblical story?

				

				3 The ox knows its owner,

				and the donkey its master's feeding trough,

				but Israel does not know;

				My people do not understand."

				

				4 Oh sinful nation,

				people weighed down with iniquity,

				brood of evildoers,

				depraved children!c

				They have abandoned the Lord;

				they have despised the Holy One of Israel;

				they have turned their backs on Him.

				

				5 Why do you want more beatings?

				Why do you keep on rebelling?

				The whole head is hurt,

				and the whole heart is sick.

				6 From the sole of the foot even to the head,

				no spot is uninjured —

				wounds, welts, and festering sores

				not cleansed, bandaged,

				or soothed with oil.

				7 Your land is desolate,

				your cities burned with fire;

				foreigners devour your fields

				before your very eyes —

				a desolation demolished by foreigners.

				8 Daughter •Zion is abandoned

				like a shelter in a vineyard,

				like a shack in a cucumber field,

				like a besieged city.

				9 If the Lord of •Hosts

				had not left us a few survivors,

				we would be like Sodom,

				we would resemble Gomorrah.

				

				10 Hear the word of the Lord,

				you rulers of Sodom!

				Listen to the instruction of our God,

				you people of Gomorrah!

				11 "What are all your sacrifices to Me?"

				asks the Lord.

				"I have had enough of •burnt offerings and rams

				and the fat of well-fed cattle;

				

				I have no desire for the blood of bulls,

				lambs, or male goats.  (See 1Sm #25:Prideful Behavior.)

				12 When you come to appear before Me,

				who requires this from you —

				this trampling of My courts?

				13 Stop bringing useless offerings.

				Your incense is detestable to Me.

				New Moons and Sabbaths,

				and the calling of solemn assemblies —

				I cannot stand iniquity with a festival.

				14 I hate your New Moons and prescribed 
festivals.

				They have become a burden to Me;

				I am tired of putting up with them.

				15 When you lift up your hands in prayer,

				I will refuse to look at you;

				even if you offer countless prayers,

				I will not listen.

				Your hands are covered with blood.

				

	

Purification of Jerusalem

				16 "Wash yourselves. Cleanse yourselves.

				Remove your evil deeds from My sight.

				Stop doing evil.

				17 Learn to do what is good.

				Seek justice.

				Correct the oppressor.d

				Defend the rights of the fatherless.

				Plead the widow's cause.

				

				18 "Come, let us discuss this,"

				says the Lord.

				"Though your sins are like scarlet,

				they will be as white as snow;

				though they are as red as crimson,

				they will be like wool.

				19 If you are willing and obedient,

				you will eat the good things of the land.

				20 But if you refuse and rebel,

				you will be devoured by the sword."

				For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

				

				

				A Principle to Live By – Corporate Repentance
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				#2 As local churches, we should repent when we have taken advantage of God's grace. 

				God offered the children of Israel forgiveness, even though their sins were horrific (v. 4). He compared their rebellion to Sodom and Gomorrah (vv. 9-10; 3:9). Now they had a choice. If they repented, God would bless them in their land (Dt 28:1-14). If they rejected His offer, they would face the consequences (Dt 28:15-68).  (See Dt #29:Blessings and Curses.)

				We know the end of the story. The children of Israel continued to rebel, so the northern kingdom fell to the Assyrians in 722 b.c., and the southern kingdom was taken into captivity by the Babylonians in 586 b.c. 

				Though the church is different from the nation Israel, there are similarities in terms of God's will for our lives. Just as He chose the children of Israel to be His witness in this world, He has chosen believers to be His children who reflect His glory (Eph 1:3-6). If we ignore His love, mercy, and grace and deliberately follow the sinful"works of the flesh" rather than living"by the Spirit," we'll suffer the consequences, namely, His discipline in our lives (Gl 5:19-26).  (See Gn #50:God's Discipline.)

				This Principle to Live By not only applies to us as individual believers, but to any local community of Christians. Jesus made this clear in His messages to the churches in Asia. He said to the church in Ephesus,

				Remember then how far you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. Otherwise, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent. (Rv 2:5) 

				The"lampstand" is every local church (Rv 1:20). When Jesus removes His presence and power from a community of believers because of corporate sin, they will no longer be a light in this world. 

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the serious sins in local churches today that have caused their light to flicker, grow dim, and even go out?  (See Rv #3 through #9)

				

				21 The faithful city —

				what an adulteresse she has become!

				She was once full of justice.

				Righteousness once dwelt in her —

				but now, murderers!

				22 Your silver has become dross,f

				your beerg is diluted with water.

				23 Your rulers are rebels,

				friends of thieves.

				They all love graft

				and chase after bribes.

				They do not defend the rights of the fatherless,

				and the widow's case never comes before them.

				

				24 Therefore the Lord God of Hosts,

				the Mighty One of Israel, declares:

				"Ah, I will gain satisfaction from My foes;

				I will take revenge against My enemies.

				25 I will turn My hand against you

				and will burn away your drossh completely;i

				I will remove all your impurities.

				26 I will restore your judges to what they once were,j

				and your advisers to their former state.k

				Afterward you will be called the Righteous City,

				a Faithful City."

				

				27 Zion will be redeemed by justice,

				her repentant ones by righteousness.

				28 But both rebels and sinners will be destroyed,

				and those who abandon the Lord will perish.

				29 Indeed, they l will be ashamed of the sacred 
trees

				you desired,

				and you will be embarrassed because of 
the gardens

				you have chosen.

				30 For you will become like an oak

				whose leaves are withered,

				and like a garden without water.

				31 The strong one will become tinder,

				and his work a spark;

				both will burn together,

				with no one to quench the flames.

				

	

The City of Peace

				2 The vision that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem:

				

				2 In the last days

				the mountain of the Lord's house will be 
established

				at the top of the mountains

				and will be raised above the hills.

				All nations will stream to it,

				3 and many peoples will come and say,

				"Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,

				to the house of the God of Jacob.

				He will teach us about His ways

				so that we may walk in His paths."

				For instruction will go out of •Zion

				and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

				4 He will settle disputes among the nations

				and provide arbitration for many peoples.

				They will turn their swords into plows

				and their spears into pruning knives.

				Nations will not take up the sword against 
other nations,

				and they will never again train for war.

				A Principle to Live By - The Messiah's Reign
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				#3 We are to look forward to the time when the Lord Jesus Christ will rule on earth and there will be world peace. 

				God reminded Isaiah of the terrible evil and corruption among the people of Judah and particularly in Jerusalem, the very city where He had chosen to reveal His presence in the temple (1Kg 8:10-11). Though God had extended His grace, His people had rebelled again and again. His patience finally came to an end, and the Babylonians took the southern kingdom into captivity in 586 b.c.

				However, the Lord also allowed Isaiah to peer far into the future."In the last days" Jerusalem would become a glorious place as never before (Is 2:2). There would be world peace with the Holy City at the center (v. 4). 

				When John received his vision on the Island of Patmos, he discovered that this period of peace would last for 1,000 years. Satan will be bound and Jesus Christ will rule and reign:

				Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven with the key to the abyss and a great chain in his hand. He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for 1,000 years. He threw him into the abyss, closed it, and put a seal on it so that he would no longer deceive the nations until the 1,000 years were completed. After that, he must be released for a short time. (Rv 20:1-3)  (See Rv #32:Christ Our King.)

				Reflection and Response

				Since we have access to the total biblical story, what are some of God's future plans for humanity that we can understand much more clearly than Isaiah and other Old Testament prophets?  (See Ac #1:Waiting and Working.)

				

				

	

The Day of the Lord

				5 House of Jacob,

				come and let us walk in the Lord's light.

				6 For You have abandoned Your people,

				the house of Jacob,

				because they are full of •divination from the East

				and of fortune-tellers like the Philistines.

				They are in leaguem with foreigners.

				7 Theirn land is full of silver and gold,

				and there is no limit to their treasures;

				their land is full of horses,

				and there is no limit to their chariots.

				8 Their land is full of idols;

				they bow down to the work of their hands,

				to what their fingers have made.

				9 So humanity is brought low,

				and man is humbled.

				Do not forgive them!

				10 Go into the rocks

				and hide in the dust

				from the terror of the Lord

				and from His majestic splendor.

				11 Human prideo will be humbled,

				and the loftiness of men will be brought low;

				the Lord alone will be exalted on that day.

				

				12 For a day belonging to the Lord of •Hosts is coming

				against all that is proud and lofty,

				against all that is lifted up — it will be 
humbled —

				13 against all the cedars of Lebanon,

				lofty and lifted up,

				against all the oaks of Bashan,

				14 against all the high mountains,

				against all the lofty hills,

				15 against every high tower,

				against every fortified wall,

				16 against every ship of Tarshish,

				and against every splendid sea vessel.

				17 So human pride will be brought low,

				and the loftiness of men will be humbled;

				the Lord alone will be exalted on that day.

				18 The idols will vanish completely.

				

				19 People will go into caves in the rocks

				and holes in the ground,

				away from the terror of the Lord

				and from His majestic splendor,

				when He rises to terrify the earth.

				20 On that day people will throw

				their silver and gold idols,

				which they made to worship,

				to the moles and the bats.

				21 They will go into the caves of the rocks

				and the crevices in the cliffs,

				away from the terror of the Lord

				and from His majestic splendor,

				when He rises to terrify the earth.

				22 Put no more trust in man,

				who has only the breath in his nostrils.

				What is he really worth?

				

	

Judah's Leaders Judged

				3 Observe this: The Lord God of •Hosts

				is about to remove from Jerusalem 
 and from Judah

				every kind of security:

				the entire supply of bread and water,

				2 the hero and warrior,

				the judge and prophet,

				the fortune-teller and elder,

				3 the commander of 50 and the dignitary,

				the counselor, cunning magician,p and 
necromancer.q

				4 "I will make youths their leaders,

				and the unstabler will govern them."

				5 The people will oppress one another,

				man against man, neighbor against neighbor;

				the youth will act arrogantly toward the elder,

				and the worthless toward the honorable.

				6 A man will even seize his brother

				in his father's house, saying:

				"You have a cloak — you be our leader!

				This heap of rubble will be under your control."

				7 On that day he will cry out, saying:

				"I'm not a healer.

				I don't even have food or clothing in my house.

				Don't make me the leader of the people!"

				8 For Jerusalem has stumbled

				and Judah has fallen

				because they have spoken and acted against the Lord,

				defying His glorious presence.

				9 The look on their faces testifies against them,

				and like Sodom, they flaunt their sin.

				They do not conceal it.

				Woe to them,

				for they have brought evil on themselves.

				10 Tell the righteous that it will go well for them,

				for they will eat the fruit of their labor.

				11 Woe to the wicked — it will go badly for them,

				for what they have done will be done to them.

				12 Youths oppress My people,

				and women rule over them.

				My people, your leaders mislead you;

				they confuse the direction of your paths.

				

				13 The Lord rises to argue the case

				and stands to judge the people.

				14 The Lord brings this charge

				against the elders and leaders of His people:

				"You have devastated the vineyard.

				The plunder from the poor is in your houses.

				15 Why do you crush My people

				and grind the faces of the poor?"

				This is the declaration

				of the Lord God of Hosts.

				

	

Jerusalem's Women Judged

				16 The Lord also says:

				

				Because the daughters of •Zion are haughty,

				walking with heads held high

				and seductive eyes,

				going along with prancing steps,

				jingling their ankle bracelets,

				17 the Lord will put scabs on the heads

				of the daughters of Zion,

				and the Lord will shave their foreheads bare.

				

				18 On that day the Lord will strip their finery: ankle bracelets, headbands, crescents, 19 pendants, bracelets, veils, 20 headdresses, ankle jewelry, sashes, perfume bottles, amulets, 21 signet rings, nose rings, 22 festive robes, capes, cloaks, purses, 23 garments, linen clothes, turbans, and veils.

				

				24 Instead of perfume there will be a stench;

				instead of a belt, a rope;

				instead of beautifully styled hair, baldness;

				instead of fine clothes, •sackcloth;

				instead of beauty, branding. s

				25 Your men will fall by the sword,

				your warriors in battle.

				26 Then her gates will lament and mourn;

				deserted, she will sit on the ground.

				4 On that day seven women

				will seize one man, saying,

				"We will eat our own bread

				and provide our own clothing.

				Just let us be called by your name.

				Take away our disgrace."

				

	

Zion's Future Glory

				2 On that day the Branch oft the Lord will be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the land will be the pride and glory of Israel's survivors.3 Whoever remains in •Zion and whoever is left in Jerusalem will be called holy — all in Jerusalem who are destined to live — 4 when the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and cleansed the bloodguilt from the heart of Jerusalem by a spirit of judgment and a spirit of burning.5 Then the Lord will create a cloud of smoke by day and a glowing flame of fire by night over the entire site of Mount Zion and over its assemblies. For there will be a canopy over all the glory,u6 and there will be a booth for shade from heat by day, and a refuge and shelter from storm and rain.

				A Principle to Live By - Producing Much Fruit

				[image: Getz0742.png]

				#4 As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, we are God's spiritual vineyard and we should bear fruit that reveals that we are Christ's true disciples.

				Once again, God enabled Isaiah to see beyond Jerusalem's destruction as well as the temporary restoration following the Babylonian captivity. Within this prophecy the mystery of the church had been revealed as if it were already culminated. The Lord Jesus Christ had come the second time and was described as"the Branch of the Lord" who is"beautiful and glorious" (4:2; see Eph 3:1-13). 

				Paul also discerned what Isaiah saw regarding Christ's second coming when he wrote,

				He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death—even to death on a cross. For this reason God highly exalted Him and gave Him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow—of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth—and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Php 2:8-11)

				Isaiah also saw what was eventually going to happen to the earth. Though it was not yet new as it would be, it was restored and productive. The curse that brought thorns and thistles was reversed (cp. Is 4:2 with Gn 3:17-18). 

				There is a spiritual dimension to this future earthly transformation that relates directly to all of us who have received the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior. Jesus used a similar metaphor when He identified Himself as a"true vine" and His Father as"the vineyard keeper" (Jn 15:1). All true believers are"the branches" who are to bear spiritual fruit, just as a restored earth will someday literally bear fruit. In the meantime, we are members of God's glorious spiritual kingdom—transformed people who are to love one another as Christ loved us and who are to reflect this divine love to those who have not received Him (Jn 15:1-10).  (See Jn #30:God's Sustaining Strength.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do Jesus' words in John 15:8-9,12,17 correlate with what He said in the upper room in John 13:34-35?

				

				

	

Song of the Vineyard

				5 I will sing about the one I love,

				a song about my loved one's vineyard:

				The one I love had a vineyard

				on a very fertile hill.

				2 He broke up the soil, cleared it of stones,

				and planted it with the finest vines.

				He built a tower in the middle of it

				and even dug out a winepress there.

				He expected it to yield good grapes,

				but it yielded worthless grapes.

				

				3 So now, residents of Jerusalem

				and men of Judah,

				please judge between Me

				and My vineyard.

				4 What more could I have done for My vineyard

				than I did?

				Why, when I expected a yield of good grapes,

				did it yield worthless grapes?

				5 Now I will tell you

				what I am about to do to My vineyard:

				I will remove its hedge,

				and it will be consumed;

				I will tear down its wall,

				and it will be trampled.

				6 I will make it a wasteland.

				It will not be pruned or weeded;

				thorns and briers will grow up.

				I will also give orders to the clouds

				that rain should not fall on it.

				7 For the vineyard of the Lord of •Hosts

				is the house of Israel,

				and the menv of Judah,

				the plant He delighted in.

				He looked for justice

				but saw injustice,

				for righteousness,

				but heard cries of wretchedness.

				A Principle to Live By - Pride and Unbelief

				[image: Getz0743.png]

				#5 As the church of Jesus Christ, we must be on guard against the sin of pride and arrogance, which can lead us into a state of unbelief and hardness of heart. 

				The"Song of the Vineyard" not only demonstrates how much God did for Israel in Isaiah's day, but also projects ahead to the first coming of the Messiah. Viewed through a parable Jesus told, God's question to Israel takes on a much deeper and prophetic meaning:"What more could I have done for My vineyard than I did?" (v. 4). 

				In Jesus' parable, the landowner"planted a vineyard" and built a hedge around it. He leased it to tenants, but when the landowner sent some of his servants to harvest the fruit, they were horribly mistreated. The landowner's final step was to send his own son. Sadly, they took his life (Mt 21:33-46). Clearly the"landowner" represents God the Father and the"vineyard" is Israel. Those the tenants rejected were the prophets—certainly including Isaiah, who allegedly was"sawed in two" (Heb 11:37). The landowner's son is Jesus Christ, and those that will bear fruit in Israel's place are the church. 

				The point of Jesus' parable was so clear that the Jewish leaders knew He was referring to them. Had the Pharisees been serious in their search for truth, they could have studied the parable of the vineyard recorded by Isaiah and discerned their hypocrisy. However, in their pride they rejected the Messiah's message and continued in their unbelief. At the root of all unbelief is pride and arrogance, as Paul made clear in his metaphor about the vine and the branches (Rm 11:17-21).  (See Ezk #18:Bearing Much Fruit.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can the church avoid the same sins of pride and unbelief that plagued the nation of Israel? 

				

				

	

Judah's Sins Denounced

				8 Woe to those who add house to house

				and join field to field

				until there is no more room

				and you alone are left in the land.

				

				9 I heard the Lord of Hosts say:

				

				Indeed, many houses will become desolate,

				grand and lovely ones without inhabitants.

				10 For a ten-acrew vineyard will yield

				only six gallons,x

				and 10 bushelsy of seed will yield

				only one bushel.z

				

				11 Woe to those who rise early in the morning

				in pursuit of beer,

				who linger into the evening,

				inflamed by wine.

				12 At their feasts they have lyre, harp,

				tambourine, flute, and wine.

				They do not perceive the Lord's actions,

				and they do not see the work of His hands.

				

				13 Therefore My people will go into exile

				because they lack knowledge;

				heraa dignitaries are starving,

				and herab masses are parched with thirst.

				14 Therefore •Sheol enlarges its throat

				and opens wide its enormous jaws,

				and down go •Zion's dignitaries, her masses,

				her crowds, and those who carouse in her!

				15 Humanity is brought low, man is humbled,

				and haughty eyes are humbled.

				16 But the Lord of Hosts is exalted by His justice,

				and the holy God is distinguished by righteousness.

				17 Lambs will graze

				as if in ac their own pastures,

				and strangers ad will eat

				among the ruins of the rich.

				

				18 Woe to those who drag wickedness

				with cords of deceit

				and pull sin along with cart ropes,

				19 to those who say:

				"Let Him hurry up and do His work quickly

				so that we can see it!

				Let the plan of the Holy One of Israel take place

				so that we can know it!"

				20 Woe to those who call evil good

				and good evil,

				who substitute darkness for light

				and light for darkness,

				who substitute bitter for sweet

				and sweet for bitter.

				21 Woe to those who are wise in their own opinion

				and clever in their own sight.ae

				22 Woe to those who are heroes at drinking wine,

				who are fearless at mixing beer,

				23 who acquit the •guilty for a bribe

				and deprive the innocent of justice.

				

				24 Therefore, as a tongue of fire consumes straw

				and as dry grass shrivels in the flame,

				so their roots will become like something rotten

				and their blossoms will blow away like dust,

				for they have rejected

				the instruction of the Lord of Hosts,

				and they have despised

				the word of the Holy One of Israel.

				25 Therefore the Lord's anger burns against His people.

				He raised His hand against them and struck them;

				the mountains quaked,

				and their corpses were like garbage in the streets.

				In all this, His anger is not removed,

				and His hand is still raised to strike.

				

				26 He raises a signal flag for the distant nations

				and whistles for them from the ends of the earth.

				Look — how quickly and swiftly they come!

				27 None of them grows weary or stumbles;

				no one slumbers or sleeps.

				No belt is loose

				and no sandal strap broken.

				28 Their arrows are sharpened,

				and all their bows strung.

				Their horses' hooves are like flint;

				their chariot wheels are like a whirlwind.

				29 Their roaring is like a lion's;

				they roar like young lions;

				they growl and seize their prey

				and carry it off,

				and no one can rescue it.

				30 On that day they will roar over it,

				like the roaring of the sea.

				When one looks at the land,

				there will be darkness and distress;

				light will be obscured by clouds.af

				A Principle to Live By - The Failure of the Church

				#6 As those who profess to be members of Christ's family today, we must be on guard against the same sins that God condemned in Israel.

				[image: Getz0744.png]

				When Jesus addressed the scribes and Pharisees, He pronounced a series of"woes" regarding their specific sins, just as God the Father did through Isaiah in His day (cp. 5:20-23 with Mt 23:13-32). Furthermore, when Jesus Christ spoke to those who professed to be a part of the church in Thyatira, He also addressed their sins directly:

				But I have this against you: You tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and teaches and deceives My slaves to commit sexual immorality and to eat meat sacrificed to idols. I gave her time to repent, but she does not want to repent of her sexual immorality. Look! I will throw her into a sickbed 
and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her practices. I will kill her children with the plague. Then all the churches will know that I am the One who examines minds and hearts, and I will give to each of you according to your works. (Rv 2:20-23)  (See Rv #6:Church Discipline.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do many church leaders avoid administering discipline to members who are seriously living out of the will of God?

				

				

	

Isaiah's Call and Mission

				6 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a high and lofty throne, and His robeag filled the temple. 2 Seraphim were standing above Him; each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.3 And one called to another:

				

				Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of •Hosts;

				His glory fills the whole earth.

				

				4 The foundations of the doorways shook at the sound of their voices, and the temple was filled with smoke.

				5 Then I said:

				

				Woe is me for I am ruinedah

				because I am a man of •unclean lips

				and live among a people of unclean lips,

				and because my eyes have seen the King,

				the Lord of Hosts.

				

				6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, and in his hand was a glowing coal that he had taken from the altar with tongs. 7 He touched my mouth with it and said:

				

				Now that this has touched your lips,

				your wickedness is removed

				and your sin is atoned for.

				

				8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying:

				

				Who should I send?

				Who will go for Us?

				

				I said:

				

				Here I am. Send me.

				

				9 And He replied:

				

				Go! Say to these people:

				Keep listening, but do not understand;

				keep looking, but do not perceive.

				10 Dull the mindsai of these people;

				deafen their ears and blind their eyes;

				otherwise they might see with their eyes

				and hear with their ears,

				understand with their minds,

				turn back, and be healed.

				

				11 Then I said,"Until when, Lord?" And He replied:

				

				Until cities lie in ruins without inhabitants,

				houses are without people,

				the land is ruined and desolate,

				12 and the Lord drives the people far away,

				leaving great emptiness in the land.

				13 Though a tenth will remain in the land,

				it will be burned again.

				Like the terebinth or the oak

				that leaves a stump when felled,

				the holy •seed is the stump.

				A Principle to Live By - Living Holy Lives
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				#7 We are to respond to God's mercy and grace by continually renewing our hearts and minds and living in His will. 

				As we read the New Testament, we know that Isaiah encountered an Old Testament manifestation of the Lord Jesus Christ, saying,"my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts" (v. 5). John clarified this reality in his Gospel. Recounting that Jesus had performed many signs for the Jews, he then referred to Isaiah's vision:

				This is why they were unable to believe, because Isaiah also said: He has blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts, so that they would not see with their eyes or understand with their hearts, and be converted, and I would heal them. (Jn 12:39-40; see also Is 6:9-10.) 

				

				John then explained,"Isaiah said these things because he saw His [Jesus'] glory and spoke about Him [Jesus]" (Jn 12:41). 

				Isaiah was overwhelmed. In many respects, he responded in the same way as the apostle John when he had a vision of the ascended and soon coming Christ (Rv 1:12-19)—he bowed in awe-struck worship and immediately began to serve Him. 

				Again we see an immediate but partial fulfillment of prophecy in Isaiah's day. In their sinful and rebellious state, God's people rejected Isaiah's message and were taken into Babylonian captivity. However, Isaiah's prophecy was ultimately fulfilled in John's day. He recorded that"The Word became flesh and took up residence among us" (Jn 1:14), but as a nation, Israel rejected the Son of God who revealed the Lord's glory. 

				Yet"many did believe in Him" as the Messiah (Jn 12:42), and this group of believing Jews formed the first church. When Peter preached to an audience of Jews at Pentecost, they became convinced that Jesus is the Messiah and felt convicted. Peter guided 3,000 of them to repent and be baptized (Ac 2:36-41; cp. Jn 1:11-12).

				Reflection and Response

				How does Isaiah's experience illustrate how all believers should live in view of God's mercy and grace in providing a means of redemption through the Lord Jesus Christ?  (See Rm #21:Christ-Centered Worship.)

				

				

	

The Message to Ahaz

				7 This took place during the reign of Ahaz, son of Jotham, son of Uzziah king of Judah: Rezin king of Aram, along with Pekah, son of Remaliah, king of Israel, waged war against Jerusalem, but he could not succeed. 2 When it became known to the house of David that Aram had occupied Ephraim, the heart of Ahazaj and the hearts of his people trembled like trees of a forest shaking in the wind.

				3 Then the Lord said to Isaiah,"Go out with your son Shear-jashub to meet Ahaz at the end of the conduit of the upper pool, by the road to the Fuller's Field. 4 Say to him: Calm down and be quiet. Don't be afraid or cowardly because of these two smoldering stubs of firebrands, the fierce anger of Rezin and Aram, and the son of Remaliah. 5 For Aram, along with Ephraim and the son of Remaliah, has plotted harm against you. They say, 6 'Let us go up against Judah, terrorize it, and conquer it for ourselves. Then we can install Tabeel's son as king in it.'"

				7 This is what the Lord God says:

				

				It will not happen; it will not occur.

				8 Theak head of Aram is Damascus,

				the head of Damascus is Rezin

				(within 65 years

				Ephraim will be too shattered to be a people),

				9 the head of Ephraim is Samaria,

				and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah.

				If you do not stand firm in your faith,

				then you will not stand at all.

				

	

The Immanuel Prophecy

				10 Then the Lord spoke again to Ahaz: 11 "Ask for a sign from the Lord your God — from the depths of •Sheol to the heights of heaven."

				12 But Ahaz replied,"I will not ask. I will not test the Lord."

				13 Isaiah said,"Listen, house of David! Is it not enough for you to try the patience of men? Will you also try the patience of my God?14 Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive,al have a son, and name him Immanuel. 

				A Principle to Live By - The Incarnation
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				#8 We must stand firm in our belief that the Lord Jesus Christ is both God and man.

				We once again encounter a near view and a far view. The near view involved Ahaz's refusal to ask for a sign from God; he was too arrogant. The far view was the sign God would give to the house of David. A virgin would bear a son named Immanuel, which clearly referred to the virgin Mary and God's only begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Matthew verified this far view when he wrote,

				Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: See, the virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they will name Him Immanuel, which is translated"God is with us." (Mt 1:22-23; see also Is 7:14.)  (See Ps #24:The God-Man.)

				When Isaiah and Matthew described the Lord Jesus Christ with the name Immanuel—meaning"God is with us"—they were referring both to our Lord's deity and to His humanity. Miraculously, the eternal God became a man. 

				The apostle John described this great mystery and revelation in his Gospel: 

				In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. . . . The Word became flesh and took up residence among us. We observed His glory, the glory as the One and Only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (Jn 1:1,14)  (Review Is #7: Living Holy Lives)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so important never to waver in our faith that Jesus Christ is the God-man?  (See Jn #2:The Deity of Christ.)

				

				15 By the time he learns to reject what is bad and choose what is good, he will be eating butteram and honey. 16 For before the boy knows to reject what is bad and choose what is good, the land of the two kings you dread will be abandoned. 17 The Lord will bring on you, your people, and the house of your father, such a time as has never been since Ephraim separated from Judah — the king of Assyria is coming."

				

				18 On that day

				the Lord will whistle to the fly

				that is at the farthest streams of the Nile

				and to the bee that is in the land of Assyria.

				19 All of them will come and settle

				in the steep ravines, in the clefts of the rocks,

				in all the thornbushes, and in all the water holes.

				

				20 On that day the Lord will use a razor hired from beyond the Euphrates River — the king of Assyria — to shave the head, the hair on the legs, and to remove the beard as well.

				

				21 On that day

				a man will raise a young cow and two sheep,

				22 and from the abundant milk they give

				he will eat butter,

				for every survivor in the land will eat butter and honey.

				

				23 And on that day

				every place where there were 1,000 vines,

				worth 1,000 pieces of silver,

				will become thorns and briers.

				24 A man will go there with bow and arrows

				because the whole land will be thorns and briers.

				25 You will not go to all the hills

				that were once tilled with a hoe,

				for fear of the thorns and briers.

				Those hills will be places for oxen to graze

				and for sheep to trample.

				

	

The Coming Assyrian Invasion

				8 Then the Lord said to me,"Take a large piece of parchmentan and write on it with an ordinary pen:ao Maher-shalal-hash-baz. 2 I have appointed ap trustworthy witnesses — Uriah the priest and Zechariah son of Jeberechiah."

				3 I was then intimate with the prophetess, and she conceived and gave birth to a son. The Lord said to me,"Name him Maher-shalal-hash-baz, 4 for before the boy knows how to call out father or mother, the wealth of Damascus and the spoils of Samaria will be carried off to the king of Assyria."

				5 The Lord spoke to me again:

				

				6 Because these people rejected

				the slowly flowing waters of Shiloah

				and rejoiced withaq Rezin

				and the son of Remaliah,

				7 the Lord will certainly bring against them

				the mighty rushing waters of the Euphrates 
River —

				the king of Assyria and all his glory.

				It will overflow its channels

				and spill over all its banks.

				8 It will pour into Judah,

				flood over it, and sweep through,

				reaching up to the neck;

				and its spreading streamsar

				will fill your entire land, Immanuel!

				

				9 Band together, peoples, and be broken;

				pay attention, all you distant lands;

				prepare for war, and be broken;

				prepare for war, and be broken.

				10 Devise a plan; it will fail.

				Make a prediction; it will not happen.

				For God is with us.as

				

	

The Lord of Hosts, the Only Refuge

				11 For this is what the Lord said to me with great power, to keep at me from going the way of this people:

				

				12 Do not call everything an alliance

				these people say is an alliance.

				Do not fear what they fear;

				do not be terrified.

				13 You are to regard only the Lord of •Hosts as holy.

				Only He should be •feared;

				only He should be held in awe.

				14 He will be a sanctuary;

				but for the two houses of Israel,

				He will be a stone to stumble over

				and a rock to trip over,

				and a trap and a snare to the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem.

				15 Many will stumble over these;

				they will fall and be broken;

				they will be snared and captured.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Faithful Service
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				#9 Even though the majority of Christians may not be living dedicated lives, spiritual leaders must continue to take a firm stand for God's truth. 

				Isaiah faced a serious challenge. The majority of the children of Israel had turned away from God and were living disobedient lives. Though they continued to engage in religious rituals, they no longer worshiped God and Him alone. They were in direct violation of Moses' exhortation:

				Listen, Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is One. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. (Dt 6:4-5) 

				God warned Isaiah not to compromise his message (Is 8:13). Sadly, God's chosen people failed to respond to Isaiah's example, and the very one they once claimed as their"rock" became"a stone to stumble over and a rock to trip over" (v. 14). 

				Peter picked up this same metaphor when he distinguished true believers in Christ from unbelievers: 

				So honor will come to you who believe, but for the unbelieving, the stone that the builders rejected—this One has become the cornerstone, and a stone to stumble over, and a rock to trip over. They stumble because they disobey the message; they were destined for this. (1Pt 2:7-8) 

				There is no greater threat to Christianity than a mixture of truth and error. To claim to be a follower of Jesus and yet to deny that He is God in human flesh and the only way to the Father is to cause people to stumble and fall (Jn 1:14; 14:6).  (See Jn #2:The Deity of Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does God's message to Isaiah in 8:11-14 relate to Paul's instructions to the Ephesian elders in Acts 20:28-31? 

				

				16 Bind up the •testimony.

				Seal up the instruction among my disciples.

				17 I will wait for the Lord,

				who is hiding His face from the house of Jacob.

				I will wait for Him.

				

				18 Here I am with the children the Lord has given me to be signs and wonders in Israel from the Lord of Hosts who dwells on Mount •Zion. 19 When they say to you,"Consult the spirits of the dead and the spiritists who chirp and mutter," shouldn't a people consult their God?au Should they consult the dead on behalf of the living? 20 To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, there will be no dawn for them.

				21 They will wander through the land, dejected and hungry. When they are famished, they will become enraged, and, looking upward, will curse their king and their God. 22 They will look toward the earth and see only distress, darkness, and the gloom of affliction, and they will be driven into thick darkness.

				

	

Birth of the Prince of Peace

				9avNevertheless, the gloom of the distressed land will not be like that of the former times when He humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali. But in the future He will bring honor to the Way of the Sea, to the land east of the Jordan, and to Galilee of the nations.

				

				2 aw The people walking in darkness

				have seen a great light;

				a light has dawned

				on those living in the land of darkness.

				3 You have enlarged the nation

				and increased its joy. ax 

				The people have rejoiced before You

				as they rejoice at harvest time

				and as they rejoice when dividing spoils.

				4 For You have shattered their oppressive yoke

				and the rod on their shoulders,

				the staff of their oppressor,

				just as You did on the day of Midian.

				

				5 For the trampling boot of battle

				and the bloodied garments of war

				will be burned as fuel for the fire.

				6 For a child will be born for us,

				a son will be given to us,

				and the government will be on His shoulders.

				He will be named

				Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

				Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

				7 The dominion will be vast,

				and its prosperity will never end.

				He will reign on the throne of David

				and over his kingdom,

				to establish and sustain it

				with justice and righteousness from now on and forever.

				The zeal of the Lord of •Hosts will 
accomplish this.

				A Principle to Live By - Serving Christ Faithfully
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				#10 As members of Christ's church, we are to devote ourselves to carrying out the Great Commission until He comes again. 

				Once again, Isaiah projected across the centuries to both the first advent and the second coming of the Messiah. Though he later wrote about Christ's sufferings and death in chapter 53, here he referred to Christ's birth and three-and-a-half-year ministry on earth (vv. 1-2,6a). He followed this prophecy with a rather elaborate reference to Christ's future ministry on earth when He returns to"reign on the throne of David" (vv. 6b-7). 

				Matthew affirmed Isaiah's prophecy regarding Jesus' first coming when he wrote,

				When He heard that John had been arrested, He withdrew into Galilee. He left Nazareth behind and went to live in Capernaum by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, along the sea road, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles! The people who live in darkness have seen a great light, and for those living in the shadowland of death, light has dawned. (Mt 4:12-16; see also Is 9:1-2.)

				From the perspective of first-century history, we know that Jesus came the first time to die for the sins of the world. The Holy Spirit then came to implement"the mystery of the Messiah," which is the church, the body of Christ (Eph 3:4-12). Until Christ returns to fulfill the rest of Isaiah's prophecy, all believers have been assigned to carry out the Great Commission (Mt 28:19-20).  (See Eph #6:Servants of the Gospel.)

				Reflection and Response

				What evidence is there in the New Testament that when the resurrected Christ returned to heaven, even the original apostles did not yet fully understand their calling to carry out the Great Commission?  (See Ac #1:Waiting and Working.)

				

				

	

The Hand Raised against Israel

				8 The Lord sent a message against Jacob;

				it came against Israel.

				9 All the people —

				Ephraim and the inhabitants of Samaria — will know it.

				They will say with pride and arrogance:

				10 "The bricks have fallen,

				but we will rebuild with cut stones;

				the sycamores have been cut down,

				but we will replace them with cedars."  (Review Is #5: Pride and Unbelief)

				11 The Lord has raised up Rezin's adversaries against him

				and stirred up his enemies.

				12 Aram from the east and Philistia from the west

				have consumed Israel with open mouths.

				In all this, His anger is not removed,

				and His hand is still raised to strike.

				

				13 The people did not turn to Him who struck them;

				they did not seek the Lord of Hosts.

				14 So the Lord cut off Israel's head and tail,

				palm branch and reed in a single day.

				15 The head is the elder, the honored one;

				the tail is the prophet, the lying teacher.

				16 The leaders of the people mislead them,

				and those they mislead are swallowed up.ay

				17 Therefore the Lord does not rejoice

				over az Israel's young men

				and has no compassion

				on its fatherless and widows,

				for everyone is a godless evildoer,

				and every mouth speaks folly.

				In all this, His anger is not removed,

				and His hand is still raised to strike.

				

				18 For wickedness burns like a fire

				that consumes thorns and briers

				and kindles the forest thickets

				so that they go up in a column of smoke.

				19 The land is scorched

				by the wrath of the Lord of Hosts,

				and the people are like fuel for the fire.

				No one has compassion on his brother.

				20 They carve meat on the right,

				but they are still hungry;

				they have eaten on the left,

				but they are still not satisfied.

				Each one eats the flesh of his own arm.

				21 Manasseh is with Ephraim,

				and Ephraim with Manasseh;

				together, both are against Judah.

				In all this, His anger is not removed,

				and His hand is still raised to strike.

				

				10 Woe to those enacting crooked statutes

				and writing oppressive laws

				2 to keep the poor from getting a fair trial

				and to deprive the afflicted among my people of justice,

				so that widows can be their spoil

				and they can plunder the fatherless.

				3 What will you do on the day of punishment

				when devastation comes from far away?

				Who will you run to for help?

				Where will you leave your wealth?

				4 There will be nothing to do

				except crouch among the prisoners

				or fall among the slain.

				In all this, His anger is not removed,

				and His hand is still raised to strike.

				A Principle to Live By - Ultimate Judgment
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				#11 When presenting the gospel, we must not only teach that God's love extends to all people, but that His judgment will ultimately come when His offer of salvation is rejected.

				Throughout this section, we see God's hand of judgment on the children of Israel because they refused to repent. Even though they were collapsing nationally, politically, and spiritually, in their pride and arrogance they chose to continue in their evil ways. 

				This is a picture of what will happen leading up to Christ's second coming when He will bring judgment on all who have rejected the gift of salvation by faith. Jesus spoke of this unbelief in the story of the rich man and Lazarus. Because the man of wealth failed to put God first during his life, he faced eternal separation from God when he died. On the other hand, Lazarus—poor as he was—faced death victoriously and spent eternity in heaven. Unfortunately, it was too late for the rich man. All his life he had lived in luxury but had rejected God's message of eternal salvation (Lk 16:19-31).  (See Lk #37:Loving Money.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some Christians avoid talking about God's judgment on unbelieving sinners?

				

				

	

Assyria, the Instrument of Wrath

				5 Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger —

				the staff in their hands is My wrath.

				6 I will send him against a godless nation;

				I will command him to go

				against a people destined for My rage,

				to take spoils, to plunder,

				and to trample them down like clay in the streets.

				7 But this is not what he intends;

				this is not what he plans.

				It is his intent to destroy

				and to cut off many nations.

				8 For he says,

				"Aren't all my commanders kings?

				9 Isn't Calno like Carchemish?

				Isn't Hamath like Arpad?

				Isn't Samaria like Damascus?

				10 As my hand seized the idolatrous kingdoms,

				whose idols exceeded those of Jerusalem 
and Samaria,

				11 and as I did to Samaria and its idols

				will I not also do to Jerusalem and its idols?"

				

	

Judgment on Assyria

				12 But when the Lord finishes all His work against Mount •Zion and Jerusalem, He will say,"I ba will punish the king of Assyria for his arrogant acts and the proud look in his eyes." 13 For he said:

				

				I have done this by my own strength

				and wisdom, for I am clever.

				I abolished the borders of nations

				and plundered their treasures;

				like a mighty warrior, I subjugated the 
inhabitants.bb

				14 My hand has reached out, as if into a nest,

				to seize the wealth of the nations.

				Like one gathering abandoned eggs,

				I gathered the whole earth.

				No wing fluttered;

				no beak opened or chirped.

				

				15 Does an ax exalt itself

				above the one who chops with it?

				Does a saw magnify itself

				above the one who saws with it?

				It would be like a staff waving the one who lifts bc it!

				It would be like a rod lifting a man who isn't wood!

				16 Therefore the Lord God of •Hosts

				will inflict an emaciating disease

				on the well-fed of Assyria,

				and He will kindle a burning fire

				under its glory.

				17 Israel's Light will become a fire,

				and its Holy One, a flame.

				In one day it will burn up Assyria's thorns and thistles.

				18 He will completely destroy

				the glory of its forests and orchards

				as a sickness consumes a person.

				19 The remaining trees of its forest

				will be so few in number

				that a child could count them.

				

	

The Remnant Will Return

				20 On that day the remnant of Israel and the survivors of the house of Jacob will no longer depend on the one who struck them, but they will faithfully depend on the Lord, the Holy One of Israel.

				

				21 The remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob,

				to the Mighty God.

				22 Israel, even if your people were as numerous

				as the sand of the sea,

				only a remnant of them will return.

				Destruction has been decreed;

				justice overflows.

				23 For throughout the land

				the Lord God of Hosts

				is carrying out a destruction that was decreed.

				

				24 Therefore, the Lord God of Hosts says this:"My people who dwell in Zion, do not fear Assyria, though he strikes you with a rod and raises his staff over you as the Egyptians did. 25 In just a little while My wrath will be spent and My anger will turn to their destruction." 26 And the Lord of Hosts will brandish a whip against him as He did when He struck Midian at the rock of Oreb; and He will raise His staff over the sea as He did in Egypt.

				

	

God Will Judge Assyria

				27 On that day

				his burden will fall from your shoulders,

				and his yoke from your neck.

				The yoke will be broken because of fatness.bd

				28 Assyria has come to Aiath

				and has gone through Migron,

				storing his equipment at Michmash.

				29 They crossed over at the ford, saying,

				"We will spend the night at Geba."

				The people of Ramah are trembling;

				those at Gibeah of Saul have fled.

				30 Cry aloud, daughter of Gallim!

				Listen, Laishah!

				Anathoth is miserable.

				31 Madmenah has fled.

				The inhabitants of Gebim have sought refuge.

				32 Today he will stand at Nob,

				shaking his fist at the mountain of Daughter 
Zion,

				the hill of Jerusalem.

				33 Look, the Lord God of Hosts

				will chop off the branches with terrifying power,

				and the tall trees will be cut down,

				the high trees felled.

				34 He is clearing the thickets of the forest with an ax,

				and Lebanon with its majesty will fall.

				A Principle to Live By - Sovereignty and Free Will
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				#12 We are to rejoice and relax in the wonderful truth that God is sovereign and good.

				One of the great eternal mysteries is that God is sovereign over the affairs of all mankind and yet holds us responsible for our decisions and actions. We see this awesome truth illustrated when God used the Assyrians to judge the children of Israel, and then He judged them for maliciously attacking His chosen people. Initially, God classified the Assyrians as His own hand raised to strike Israel (9:12,17,21; 10:4). But once He accomplished His goal in judging His people for their unrepentance and persistent acts of sin (9:13), He then disciplined the Assyrians (10:12) because, acting freely, they did not intend to do God's will but arrogantly intended to destroy God's people (v. 7).  (See Jr #22:God's Sovereign Control.)

				God, in His sovereignty, is able to use the free actions of wicked people to accomplish His good and loving will for His people. This marvelous antinomy is evident throughout Scripture. When Joseph's brothers committed their horrible sin against him and then feared his retribution, Joseph responded, 

				Don't be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You planned evil against me; God planned it for good to bring about the present result—the survival of many people. (Gn 50:19b-20)  (See Gn #70:Understanding God's Purpose.)

				In the New Testament, Paul affirmed this great truth in his letter to the Romans:

				We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God: those who are called according to His purpose. (Rm 8:28) 

				Reflection and Response

				Though we cannot understand this great mystery regarding God's sovereignty and our free will, why should it be a very reassuring truth for all believers?  (See Rm #16:Security in Christ.)

				

				

	

Reign of the Davidic King

				11 Then a shoot will grow from the stump 
 of Jesse,

				and a branch from his roots will bear fruit.

				2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him —

				a Spirit of wisdom and understanding,

				a Spirit of counsel and strength,

				a Spirit of knowledge and of the •fear of the Lord.

				3 His delight will be in the fear of the Lord.

				He will not judge

				by what He sees with His eyes,

				He will not execute justice

				by what He hears with His ears,

				4 but He will judge the poor righteously

				and execute justice for the oppressed of the land.

				He will strike the land

				with disciplinebe from His mouth,

				and He will kill the wicked

				with a commandbf from His lips.

				5 Righteousness will be a belt around His loins;

				faithfulness will be a belt around His waist.

				6 The wolf will live with the lamb,

				and the leopard will lie down with the goat.

				The calf, the young lion, and the fatling will be 
together,

				and a child will lead them.

				7 The cow and the bear will graze,

				their young ones will lie down together,

				and the lion will eat straw like the ox.

				8 An infant will play beside the cobra's pit,

				and a toddler will put his hand into a snake's den.

				9 None will harm or destroy another

				on My entire holy mountain,

				for the land will be as full

				of the knowledge of the Lord

				as the sea is filled with water.  (Review Is #19: God's Peace.)

				

	

Israel Regathered

				10 On that day the root of Jesse

				will stand as a banner for the peoples.

				The nations will seek Him,

				and His resting place will be glorious.

				

				11 On that day the Lord will extend His hand a second time to recover — from Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, •Cush, Elam, •Shinar, Hamath, and the coasts and islands of the west — the remnant of His people who survive.

				

				12 He will lift up a banner for the nations

				and gather the dispersed of Israel;

				He will collect the scattered of Judah

				from the four corners of the earth.

				13 Ephraim's envy will cease;

				Judah's harassment will end.

				Ephraim will no longer be envious of Judah,

				and Judah will not harass Ephraim.

				14 But they will swoop down

				on the Philistine flank to the west.

				Together they will plunder the people of the east.

				They will extend their power over Edom and Moab,

				and the Ammonites will be their subjects.

				15 The Lord will divide bg, bh the Gulf of Suez.bi

				He will wave His hand over the Euphrates

				with His mighty wind

				and will split it into seven streams,

				letting people walk through on foot.

				16 There will be a highway for the remnant of His people

				who will survive from Assyria,

				as there was for Israel

				when they came up from the land of Egypt.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Future Plans

				#13 To understand the biblical story in all its richness and fullness, we must understand God's future plans for Israel as well as for the nations of the world.
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				Toward the end of the Babylonian captivity, an initial group returned to Judah in approximately 536 b.c. under Zerubbabel. In spite of tremendous opposition from the Samaritans, these dedicated Jews eventually succeeded in rebuilding the temple (Ezr 1-6).  (See Ezr #1:Our Sovereign God.)

				Ezra then led a second group of Jews back to the promised land nearly a century later 
(Ezr 7-10). His ministry in turn set the stage for Nehemiah to rebuild the walls and to reorder the Jews' spiritual, social, and economic lives—a miraculous accomplishment. 

				In these historical events, it's not surprising that Isaiah's prophecy was only partially fulfilled. There will come a time when a much greater remnant will return from all parts of the earth, and the Messiah will rule and reign on the throne of David in Jerusalem. Thus, the"shoot" that grows"from the stump of Jesse" is the Messiah (Is 11:1-2). Though this specific prophecy was again only partially fulfilled when Jesus appeared as the Savior in the first-century world, it will be completely fulfilled when Jesus will execute justice and then bring peace on earth—a peace that will extend even to wild animals (vv. 6-8).  (See Mc #5:Our Great Shepherd.)

				When this happens, all true believers will have the privilege of serving with Christ. In the meantime, we must carry out the Great Commission until He comes again and completely fulfills His plans inherent in the Abrahamic Covenant.  (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though we are to look forward expectantly to ruling and reigning with Christ, what are some cautions all Christians should exercise?

				

				

	

A Song of Praise

				12 On that day you will say:

				"I will praise You, Lord,

				although You were angry with me.

				Your anger has turned away,

				and You have had compassion on me.

				2 Indeed, God is my salvation;

				I will trust Him and not be afraid,

				for •Yah, the Lord,

				is my strength and my song.

				He has become my salvation."

				3 You will joyfully draw water

				from the springs of salvation,

				4 and on that day you will say:

				"Give thanks to Yahweh; proclaim His name!

				Celebrate His works among the peoples.

				Declare that His name is exalted.

				5 Sing to Yahweh, for He has done glorious things.

				Let this be known throughout the earth.

				6 Cry out and sing, citizen of •Zion,

				for the Holy One of Israel is among you

				in His greatness."

				A Principle to Live By - Godly Praise
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				#14 As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, we should praise God continually for choosing us to be a part of His eternal plan.

				When the remnant returned from Babylonian captivity and rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem, they gathered to celebrate. Their songs of praise and thanksgiving were so thunderous they could be"heard far away" (Neh 12:27-43). Thus Isaiah's prophecies were partially fulfilled.  (See Neh #17:Consistent Celebrations.)

				However, there will come a day when believers of all time will participate in a service of praise that will overshadow Nehemiah's many times over. John saw and heard this unprecedented and glorious event in one of his visions on the Island of Patmos:

				Then I heard something like the voice of a vast multitude, like the sound of cascading waters, and like the rumbling of loud thunder, saying: Hallelujah, because our Lord God, the Almighty, has begun to reign! Let us be glad, rejoice, and give Him glory, because the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has prepared herself. She was given fine linen to wear, bright and pure. For the fine linen represents the righteous acts of the saints. (Rv 19:6-8)  (See Rv #30:The Marriage of the Lamb.)

				In the meantime—until Christ comes again—we are to follow the example of the early church:

				And let the peace of the Messiah, to which you were also called in one body, control your hearts. Be thankful. Let the message about the Messiah dwell richly among you, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, and singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, with gratitude in your hearts to God. (Col 3:15-16; see also Eph 5:18-21.) 

				Reflection and Response

				In what creative ways can we praise God today and yet be true to the Scriptures?  (See Ps #151:New Songs.)

				

				

	

An Oracle against Babylon

				13 An •oracle against Babylon that Isaiah son of Amoz saw:

				

				2 Lift up a banner on a barren mountain.

				Call out to them.

				Wave your hand, and they will go

				through the gates of the nobles.

				3 I have commanded My chosen ones;

				I have also called My warriors,

				who exult in My triumph,

				to execute My wrath.

				4 Listen, a tumult on the mountains,

				like that of a mighty people!

				Listen, an uproar among the kingdoms,

				like nations being gathered together!

				The Lord of •Hosts is mobilizing an army for war.

				5 They are coming from a far land,

				from the distant horizon —

				the Lord and the weapons of His wrath —

				to destroy the whole country.bj

				

				6 Wail! For the day of the Lord is near.

				It will come like destruction from the •Almighty.

				7 Therefore everyone's hands will become weak,

				and every man's heart will melt.

				8 They will be horrified;

				pain and agony will seize them;

				they will be in anguish like a woman in labor.

				They will look at each other,

				their faces flushed with fear.

				9 Look, the day of the Lord is coming —

				cruel, with rage and burning anger —

				to make the earth a desolation

				and to destroy the sinners on it.

				10 Indeed, the stars of the sky and its 
constellationsbk

				will not give their light.

				The sun will be dark when it rises,

				and the moon will not shine.

				11 I will bring disaster on the world,

				and their own iniquity, on the wicked.

				I will put an end to the pride of the arrogant

				and humiliate the insolence of tyrants.

				12 I will make man scarcer than gold,

				and mankind more rare than the gold of Ophir.

				13 Therefore I will make the heavens tremble,

				and the earth will shake from its foundations

				at the wrath of the Lord of Hosts,

				on the day of His burning anger.

				14 Like wandering gazelles

				and like sheep without a shepherd,

				each one will turn to his own people,

				each one will flee to his own land.

				15 Whoever is found will be stabbed,

				and whoever is caught will die by the sword.

				16 Their children will be smashed to death 
before their eyes;

				their houses will be looted,

				and their wives raped.

				17 Look! I am stirring up the Medes against them,

				who cannot be bought off withbl silver

				and who have no desire for gold.

				18 Their bows will cut young men to pieces.

				They will have no compassion on little ones;

				they will not look with pity on children.

				

				19 And Babylon, the jewel of the kingdoms,

				the glory of the pride of the Chaldeans,

				will be like Sodom and Gomorrah

				when God overthrew them.

				20 It will never be inhabited

				or lived in from generation to generation;

				a nomad will not pitch his tent there,

				and shepherds will not let their flocks rest there.

				21 But desert creatures will lie down there,

				and owls will fill the houses.

				Ostriches will dwell there,

				and wild goats will leap about.

				22 Hyenas will howl in the fortresses,

				and jackals, in the luxurious palaces.

				Babylon's time is almost up;

				her days are almost over.

				A Principle to Live By - Signs of the Times
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				#15 Though no one knows when Jesus Christ will return, we should carefully consider what appear to be signs that this awesome event may be near.

				Isaiah prophesied the future destruction of Babylon in 539 b.c. when the Medes and the Persians captured the city (v. 17). However, he also predicted a time when Babylon would be destroyed"like Sodom and Gomorrah," never to be inhabited again (vv. 19-20). This has not happened completely, since Babylon has always been inhabited to a certain degree. 

				Both Old and New Testament writers used the name Babylon symbolically to refer to any wicked group of people who deserve God's judgment. For example, when Peter wrote his first Epistle he was evidently in Rome, using the term"Babylon" to refer to it as a wicked city (1Pt 5:13). The apostle John also referred to Babylon's ultimate destruction in his visions on the Island of Patmos (Rv 14:8; 16:19; 17:5; 18:2,10,21). Though these references may have symbolic meaning for centers of evil, some also believe that John may have seen a literal fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy (cp. Is 13:19 with Rv 18:21).  (See Jr #43:Signs of the Times.)

				If Isaiah, Jeremiah, and John saw a literal city named Babylon being utterly destroyed, it would first be necessary for this great center of idolatry and immorality to be rebuilt, probably in its original location—southern Iraq. Interestingly, Saddam Hussein began to rebuild and restore Babylon during his dictatorial reign. 

				Reflection and Response

				If the original city of Babylon were eventually rebuilt, what would be the implications regarding the second coming of Jesus Christ to judge the world and then to rule and reign on earth? (Compare Is 13:10 with Mt 24:29-30.)

				

				

	

Israel's Return

				14 For the Lord will have compassion on Jacob and will choose Israel again. He will settle them on their own land. The foreigner will join them and be united with the house of Jacob. 2 The nations will escort Israel and bring it to its homeland. Then the house of Israel will possess them as male and female slaves in the Lord's land. They will make captives of their captors and will rule over their oppressors.

				

	

Downfall of the King of Babylon

				3 When the Lord gives you rest from your pain, torment, and the hard labor you were forced to do, 4 you will sing this song of contempt about the king of Babylon and say:

				

				How the oppressor has quieted down,

				and how the raging bm has become quiet!

				5 The Lord has broken the staff of the wicked,

				the scepter of the rulers.

				6 It struck the peoples in anger

				with unceasing blows.

				It subdued the nations in rage

				with relentless persecution.

				7 All the earth is calm and at rest;

				people shout with a ringing cry.

				8 Even the cypresses and the cedars of Lebanon

				rejoice over you:

				"Since you have been laid low,

				no woodcutter has come against us."

				

				9 •Sheol below is eager to greet your coming.

				He stirs up the spirits of the departed 
for you —

				all the rulersbn of the earth.

				He makes all the kings of the nations

				rise from their thrones.

				10 They all respond to you, saying:

				"You too have become as weak as we are;

				you have become like us!

				11 Your splendor has been brought down 
to Sheol,

				along with the music of your harps.

				Maggots are spread out under you,

				and worms cover you."

				

				12 Shining morning star,bo

				how you have fallen from the heavens!

				You destroyer of nations,

				you have been cut down to the ground.

				13 You said to yourself:

				"I will ascend to the heavens;

				I will set up my throne

				above the stars of God.

				I will sit on the mount of the gods' assembly,

				in the remotest parts of the North.bp

				14 I will ascend above the highest clouds;

				I will make myself like the •Most High."

				15 But you will be brought down to Sheol

				into the deepest regions of the •Pit.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Defeating Satan
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				#16 We are continually to put on the whole armor of God so we can defeat Satan and his evil associates.

				Isaiah's reference to the"shining morning star" (v. 12;"Lucifer" in Latin) probably referred initially to Sennacherib (705-651 b.c.), the king of Assyria and Babylon. He was an arrogant leader whose goal was to dominate the world. This prophecy literally came true when he was assassinated by his sons.

				But Isaiah's symbolic language seems to point to a heavenly being far greater in power than Sennacherib. Some believe this is what Jesus was referring to when He told the disciples that He"watched Satan fall from heaven like a lightning flash" (Lk 10:18). If so, Lucifer was being contrasted with Jesus Christ, who Peter identified as the true"morning star" who desires to rule in our hearts (2Pt 1:19). 

				Though this notion is based on inference, Satan is the rival who wants to rule in our hearts. However, we can rely on the truth that Jesus Christ has power over Satan, whom He identified as"the ruler of this world." When the Savior died on the cross and rose again, He defeated Satan and effectively cast him out (Jn 12:31; 14:30; 16:11). Though Satan still has jurisdiction over the"world powers of this darkness" and"the spiritual forces of evil in the heavens" (Eph 6:12), his power is limited, and as believers we can defeat him and his evil associates when they attempt to lead us into sin. 

				Reflection and Response

				Even though Satan will not ultimately be cast out of heaven until Jesus Christ comes to reign on earth (Rv 12:7-9), how can we defeat this evil being today?  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				

				16 Those who see you will stare at you;

				they will look closely at you:

				"Is this the man who caused the earth to tremble,

				who shook the kingdoms,

				17 who turned the world into a wilderness,

				who destroyed its cities

				and would not release the prisoners to return 
home?"

				18 All the kings of the nations

				lie in splendor, each in his own tomb.

				19 But you are thrown out without a grave,

				like a worthless branch,

				covered by those slain with the sword

				and dumped into a rocky pit like a trampled 
corpse.

				20 You will not join them in burial,

				because you destroyed your land

				and slaughtered your own people.

				The offspring of evildoers

				will never be remembered.

				21 Prepare a place of slaughter for his sons,

				because of the iniquity of their fathers.

				They will never rise up to possess a land

				or fill the surface of the earth with cities.

				

				22 "I will rise up against them" — this is the declaration of the Lord of •Hosts —"and I will cut off from Babylon her reputation, remnant, offspring, and posterity" — this is the Lord's declaration. 23 "I will make her a swampland and a region for screech owls,bq and I will sweep her away with a broom of destruction."

				This is the declaration of the Lord of Hosts.

				

	

Assyria Will Be Destroyed

				24 The Lord of Hosts has sworn:

				

				As I have purposed, so it will be;

				as I have planned it, so it will happen.

				25 I will break Assyria in My land;

				I will tread him down on My mountain.

				Then his yoke will be taken from them,

				and his burden will be removed from their 
shoulders.

				26 This is the plan prepared

				for the whole earth,

				and this is the hand stretched out

				against all the nations.

				27 The Lord of Hosts Himself has planned it;

				therefore, who can stand in its way?

				It is His hand that is outstretched,

				so who can turn it back?

				

	

An Oracle against Philistia

				28 In the year that King Ahaz died, this •oracle came:

				

				29 Don't rejoice, all of you in Philistia,

				because the rod of the one who struck you 
is broken.

				For a viper will come from the rootbr of a snake,

				and from its egg comes a flying serpent.

				30 Then the firstborn of the poor will be well fed,

				and the impoverished will lie down in safety,

				but I will kill your root with hunger,

				and your remnant will be slain. bs

				31 Wail, you gates! Cry out, city!

				Tremble with fear, all Philistia!

				For a cloud of dust is coming from the north,

				and there is no one missing from the invader's 
ranks.

				32 What answer will be given to the messengers from that nation?

				The Lord has founded •Zion,

				and His afflicted people find refuge in her.

				

	

An Oracle against Moab

				15 An •oracle against Moab:

				

				Ar in Moab is devastated,

				destroyed in a night.

				Kir in Moab is devastated,

				destroyed in a night.

				2 Dibon went up to its temple

				to weep at its •high places.

				Moab wails on Nebo and atbt Medeba.

				Every head is shaved;

				every beard is cut off.

				3 In its streets they wear •sackcloth;

				on its rooftops and in its public squares 
everyone wails,

				falling down and weeping.

				4 Heshbon and Elealeh cry out;

				their voices are heard as far away as Jahaz.

				Therefore the soldiers of Moab cry out,

				and they tremble.bu

				5 My heart cries out over Moab,

				whose fugitives flee as far as Zoar,

				to Eglath-shelishiyah;

				they go up the slope of Luhith weeping;

				they raise a cry of destruction

				on the road to Horonaim.

				6 The waters of Nimrim are desolate;

				the grass is withered, the foliage is gone,

				and the vegetation has vanished.

				7 So they carry their wealth and belongings

				over the •Wadi of the Willows.

				8 For their cry echoes

				throughout the territory of Moab.

				Their wailing reaches Eglaim;

				their wailing reaches Beer-elim.

				9 The waters of Dibon bv are full of blood,

				but I will bring on Dibon bw even more than this —

				a lion for those who escape from Moab,

				and for the survivors in the land.

				

				16 Send lambs to the ruler of the land,

				from Sela in the desert

				to the mountain of Daughter •Zion.

				2 Like a bird fleeing,

				forced from the nest,

				the daughters of Moab

				will be at the fords of the Arnon.

				

				3 Give us counsel and make a decision.

				Shelter us at noonday

				with shade that is as dark as night.

				Hide the refugees;

				do not betray the one who flees.

				4 Let my refugees stay with you;

				be a refuge for Moabbx from the aggressor.

				

				When the oppressor has gone,

				destruction has ended,

				and marauders have vanished from the land.

				5 Then in the tent of David

				a throne will be established by faithful love.

				A judge who seeks what is right

				and is quick to execute justice

				will sit on the throne forever.(Review Is #3: The Messiah's Reign.)

				

				6 We have heard of Moab's pride —

				how very proud he is —

				his haughtiness, his pride, his arrogance,

				and his empty boasting.

				7 Therefore let Moab wail;

				let every one of them wail for Moab.

				Mourn, you who are completely devastated,

				for the raisin cakes of Kir-hareseth.

				8 For Heshbon's terraced vineyards

				and the grapevines of Sibmah have withered.

				The rulers of the nations

				have trampled its choice vines

				that reached as far as Jazer

				and spread to the desert.

				Their shoots spread out

				and reached the Dead Sea.

				9 So I join with Jazer

				to weep for the vines of Sibmah;

				I drench Heshbon and Elealeh with my tears.

				Triumphant shouts have fallen silentby

				over your summer fruit and your harvest.

				10 Joy and rejoicing have been removed from the orchard;

				no one is singing or shouting for joy in the 
vineyards.

				No one tramples grapesbz in the winepresses.

				I have put an end to the shouting.

				11 Therefore I moan like the sound of a lyre for Moab,

				as does my innermost being for Kir-heres.

				12 When Moab appears on the •high place,

				when he tires ca himself out

				and comes to his sanctuary to pray,

				it will do him no good.

				

				13 This is the message that the Lord previously announced about Moab. 14 And now the Lord says,"In three years, as a hired worker counts years, Moab's splendor will become an object of contempt, in spite of a very large population. And those who are left will be few and weak."

				

	

An Oracle against Damascus

				17 An •oracle against Damascus:

				

				Look, Damascus is no longer a city.

				It has become a ruined heap.

				2 The cities of Aroer are forsaken;

				they will be places for flocks.

				They will lie down without fear.

				3 The fortress disappears from Ephraim,

				and a kingdom from Damascus.

				The remnant of Aram will be

				like the splendor of the Israelites.

				This is the declaration 
of the Lord of •Hosts.

				

	

Judgment against Israel

				4 On that day

				the splendor of Jacob will fade,

				and his healthy bodycb will become emaciated.

				5 It will be as if a reaper had gathered standing 
grain —

				his arm harvesting the heads of grain —

				and as if one had gleaned heads of grain

				in the Valley of Rephaim.

				6 Only gleanings will be left in Israel,

				as if an olive tree had been beaten —

				two or three berries at the very top of the tree,

				four or five on its fruitful branches.

				This is the declaration of the Lord,

				the God of Israel.

				

				7 On that day people will look to their Maker and will turn their eyes to the Holy One of Israel. 8 They will not look to the altars they made with their hands or to the •Asherahs and incense altars they made with their fingers.

				

				9 On that day their strong cities will be

				like the abandoned woods and mountaintops cc

				that were abandoned because of the Israelites;

				there will be desolation.

				10 For you have forgotten the God of your 
salvation,

				and you have failed to remember

				the rock of your strength;

				therefore you will plant beautiful plants

				and set out cuttings from exotic vines.

				11 On the day that you plant,

				you will help them to grow,

				and in the morning

				you will help your seed to sprout,

				but the harvest will vanish

				on the day of disease and incurable pain.

				

	

Judgment against the Nations

				12 Ah! The roar of many peoples —

				they roar like the roaring of the seas.

				The raging of the nations —

				they rage like the raging of mighty waters.

				13 The nations rage like the raging of many waters.

				He rebukes them, and they flee far away,

				driven before the wind like chaff on the hills

				and like tumbleweeds before a gale.

				14 In the evening — sudden terror!

				Before morning — it is gone!

				This is the fate of those who plunder us

				and the lot of those who ravage us.

				

	

The Lord's Message to Cush

				18 Ah! The land of buzzing insect wingscd

				beyond the rivers of •Cush

				2 sends couriers by sea,

				in reed vessels on the waters.

				

				Go, swift messengers,

				to a nation tall and smooth-skinned,

				to a people feared far and near,

				a powerful nation with a strange language,ce

				whose land is divided by rivers.

				3 All you inhabitants of the world

				and you who live on the earth,

				when a banner is raised on the mountains, look!

				When a trumpet sounds, listen!

				

				4 For, the Lord said to me:

				

				I will quietly look out from My place,

				like shimmering heat in sunshine,

				like a rain cloud in harvest heat.

				5 For before the harvest, when the blossoming is over

				and the blossom becomes a ripening grape,

				He will cut off the shoots with a pruning knife,

				and tear away and remove the branches.

				6 They will all be left for the birds of prey on the hills

				and for the wild animals of the land.

				The birds will spend the summer on them,

				and all the animals, the winter on them.

				

				7 At that time a gift will be brought to •Yahweh of •Hosts from cf a people tall and smooth-skinned, a people feared far and near, a powerful nation with a strange language, whose land is divided by rivers — to Mount •Zion, the place of the name of Yahweh of Hosts.

				

	

An Oracle against Egypt

				19 An •oracle against Egypt:

				

				Look, the Lord rides on a swift cloud

				and is coming to Egypt.

				Egypt's idols will tremble before Him,

				and Egypt's heart will melt within it.

				2 I will provoke Egypt against Egypt;

				each will fight against his brother

				and each against his friend,

				city against city, kingdom against kingdom.

				3 Egypt's spirit will be disturbed within it,

				and I will frustrate its plans.

				Then they will seek idols, ghosts,

				spirits of the dead, and spiritists.

				4 I will deliver Egypt into the hands of harsh 
masters,

				and a strong king will rule it.

				This is the declaration 
of the Lord God of •Hosts.

				

				5 The waters of the sea will dry up,

				and the river will be parched and dry.

				6 The channels will stink;

				they will dwindle, and Egypt's canals will be parched.

				Reed and rush will die.cg

				7 The reeds by the Nile, by the mouth of the 
river,

				and all the cultivated areas of the Nile

				will wither, blow away, and vanish.

				8 Then the fishermen will mourn.

				All those who cast hooks into the Nile will 
lament,

				and those who spread nets on the water will 
shrivel up.

				9 Those who work with flax will be dismayed;

				the combers and weavers will turn pale. ch

				10 Egypt's weaversci will be dejected;

				all her wage earners will be demoralized.

				

				11 The princes of Zoan are complete fools;

				Pharaoh's wisest advisers give stupid advice!

				How can you say to Pharaoh,

				"I am onecj of the wise,

				a student of easternck kings"?

				12 Where then are your wise men?

				Let them tell you and reveal

				what the Lord of Hosts has planned against Egypt.

				13 The princes of Zoan have been fools;

				the princes of Memphis are deceived.

				Her tribal chieftains have led Egypt astray.

				14 The Lord has mixed within her a spirit of 
confusion.

				The leaders have made Egypt stagger in all she does,

				as a drunkard staggers in his vomit.

				15 No head or tail, palm or reed,

				will be able to do anything for Egypt.

				

				

	

Egypt Will Know the Lord

				16 On that day Egypt will be like women. She will tremble with fear because of the threatening hand of the Lord of Hosts when He raises it against her. 17 The land of Judah will terrify Egypt; whenever Judah is mentioned, Egypt will tremble because of what the Lord of Hosts has planned against it.

				18 On that day five cities in the land of Egypt will speak the language of Canaan and swear loyalty to the Lord of Hosts. One of the cities will be called the City of the Sun. cl

				19 On that day there will be an altar to the Lord in the center of the land of Egypt and a pillar to the Lord near her border. 20 It will be a sign and witness to the Lord of Hosts in the land of Egypt. When they cry out to the Lord because of their oppressors, He will send them a savior and leader, and he will rescue them. 21 The Lord will make Himself known to Egypt, and Egypt will know the Lord on that day. They will offer sacrifices and offerings; they will make vows to the Lord and fulfill them. 22 The Lord will strike Egypt, striking and healing. Then they will return to the Lord and He will hear their prayers and heal them.

				23 On that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria. Assyria will go to Egypt, Egypt to Assyria, and Egypt will worship with Assyria.

				24 On that day Israel will form a triple alliance with Egypt and Assyria — a blessing within the land. 25 The Lord of Hosts will bless them, saying,"Egypt My people, Assyria My handiwork, and Israel My inheritance are blessed."

				

	

No Help from Cush or Egypt

				20 In the year that the chief commander, sent by Sargon king of Assyria, came to Ashdod and attacked and captured it — 2 during that time the Lord had spoken through Isaiah son of Amoz, saying,"Go, take off your •sackclothcm and remove the sandals from your feet," and he did so, going naked and barefoot — 3 the Lord said,"As My servant Isaiah has gone naked and barefoot three years as a sign and omen against Egypt and •Cush, 4 so the king of Assyria will lead the captives of Egypt and the exiles of Cush, young and old alike, naked and barefoot, with bared buttocks — to Egypt's shame. 5 Those who made Cush their hope and Egypt their boast will be dismayed and ashamed. 6 And the inhabitants of this coastland will say on that day, 'Look, this is what has happened to those we relied on and fled to for help to rescue us from the king of Assyria! Now, how will we escape? '"

				

	

A Judgment on Babylon

				21 An •oracle against the desert by the sea:

				

				Like storms that pass over the •Negev,

				it comes from the desert, from the land of terror.

				2 A troubling vision is declared to me:

				"The treacherous one acts treacherously,

				and the destroyer destroys.

				Advance, Elam! Lay siege, you Medes!

				I will put an end to all her groaning."

				

				3 Therefore I amcn filled with anguish.

				Pain grips me, like the pain of a woman in labor.

				I am too perplexed to hear,

				too dismayed to see.

				4 My heart staggers;

				horror terrifies me.

				He has turned my last glimmer of hopeco

				into sheer terror.

				5 Prepare a table, and spread out a carpet!

				Eat and drink!

				Rise up, you princes, and oil the shields!

				

				6 For the Lord has said to me,

				"Go, post a lookout;

				let him report what he sees.

				7 When he sees riders —

				pairs of horsemen,

				riders on donkeys,

				riders on camels —

				he must pay close attention."

				8 Then the lookout cp reported,

				"Lord, I stand on the watchtower all day,

				and I stay at my post all night.

				9 Look, riders come —

				horsemen in pairs."

				And he answered, saying,

				"Babylon has fallen, has fallen.

				All the images of her gods

				have been shattered on the ground."

				

				10 My people who have been crushed

				on the threshing floor,

				I have declared to you

				what I have heard from the Lord of •Hosts,

				the God of Israel.

				

	

An Oracle against Dumah

				11 An oracle against Dumah: cq

				

				One calls to me from Seir,

				"Watchman, what is left of the night?

				Watchman, what is left of the night?"

				12 The watchman said,

				"Morning has come, and also night.

				If you want to ask, ask!

				Come back again."

				

	

An Oracle against Arabia

				13 An oracle against Arabia:

				

				In the desert cr brush

				you will camp for the night,

				you caravans of Dedanites.

				14 Bring water for the thirsty.

				The inhabitants of the land of Tema

				meet cs the refugees with food.

				15 For they have fled from swords,

				from the drawn sword,

				from the bow that is strung,

				and from the stress of battle.

				

				16 For the Lord said this to me:"Within one year, as a hired worker counts years, all the glory of Kedar will be gone. 17 The remaining Kedarite archers will be few in number." For the Lord, the God of Israel, has spoken.

				

	

An Oracle against Jerusalem

				22 An •oracle against the Valley of Vision:

				

				What's the matter with you?

				Why have all of you gone up to the rooftops?

				2 The noisy city, the jubilant town,

				is filled with revelry.

				Your dead did not die by the sword;

				they were not killed in battle.

				3 All your rulers have fled together,

				captured without a bow.

				All your fugitives were captured together;

				they had fled far away.

				4 Therefore I said,

				"Look away from me! Let me weep bitterly!

				Do not try to comfort me

				about the destruction of my dearct people."

				5 For the Lord God of •Hosts

				had a day of tumult, trampling, and confusion

				in the Valley of Vision —

				people shoutingcu and crying to the mountains;

				6 Elam took up a quiver

				with chariots and horsemen,cv

				and Kir uncovered the shield.

				

				7 Your best valleys were full of chariots,

				and horsemen were positioned at the gates.

				8 He removed the defenses of Judah.

				

				On that day you looked to the weapons in the House of the Forest. 9 You saw that there were many breaches in the walls of the city of David. You collected water from the lower pool. 10 You counted the houses of Jerusalem so that you could tear them down to fortify the wall. 11 You made a reservoir between the walls for the waters of the ancient pool, but you did not look to the One who made it, or consider the One who created it long ago.

				

				12 On that day the Lord God of Hosts

				called for weeping, for wailing, for shaven heads,

				and for the wearing of •sackcloth.

				13 But look: joy and gladness,

				butchering of cattle, slaughtering of sheep,

				eating of meat, and drinking of wine —

				"Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die!"

				14 The Lord of Hosts has directly revealed to me:

				"This sin of yours will nevercw be wiped out."

				The Lord God of Hosts has spoken.

				

	

An Oracle against Shebna

				15 The Lord God of Hosts said:"Go to Shebna, that steward who is in charge of the palace, and say to him: 16 What are you doing here? Who authorized you to carve out a tomb for yourself here, carving your tomb on the height and cutting a crypt for yourself out of rock? 17 Look, you strong man! The Lord is about to shake you violently. He will take hold of you, 18 wind you up into a ball, and sling you into a wide land.cx There you will die, and there your glorious chariots will be — a disgrace to the house of your lord. 19 I will remove you from your office; you will be ousted from your position.

				20 "On that day I will call for my servant, Eliakim son of Hilkiah. 21 I will clothe him with your robe and tie your sash around him. I will put your authority into his hand, and he will be like a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the House of Judah. 22 I will place the key of the House of David on his shoulder; what he opens, no one can close; what he closes, no one can open. 23 I will drive him, like a peg, into a firm place. He will be a throne of honor for his father's house. 24 They will hang on him the whole burden of his father's house: the descendants and the offshoots — all the small vessels, from bowls to every kind of jar. 25 On that day" — the declaration of the Lord of Hosts —"the peg that was driven into a firm place will give way, be cut off, and fall, and the load on it will be destroyed." Indeed, the Lord has spoken.

				

	

An Oracle against Tyre

				23 An •oracle against Tyre:

				

				Wail, ships of Tarshish,

				for your haven has been destroyed.

				Word has reached them from the land of Cyprus.cy

				2 Mourn, inhabitants of the coastland,

				you merchants of Sidon;

				your agents have crossed the sea cz

				3 on many waters.

				Tyre's revenue was the grain from Shihor —

				the harvest of the Nile.

				She was the merchant among the nations.

				4 Be ashamed Sidon, the stronghold of the sea,

				for the sea has spoken:

				"I have not been in labor or given birth.

				I have not raised young men

				or brought up young women."

				5 When the news reaches Egypt,

				they will be in anguish over the news about Tyre.

				6 Cross over to Tarshish;

				wail, inhabitants of the coastland!

				7 Is this your jubilant city,

				whose origin was in ancient times,

				whose feet have taken her

				to settle far away?

				8 Who planned this against Tyre,

				the bestower of crowns,

				whose traders are princes,

				whose merchants are the honored ones of the earth?

				9 The Lord of •Hosts planned it,

				to desecrate all its glorious beauty,

				to disgrace all the honored ones of the earth.

				10 Overflow da your land like the Nile, daughter 
of Tarshish;

				there is no longer anything to restrain you.db

				11 He stretched out His hand over the sea;

				He made kingdoms tremble.

				The Lord has commanded

				that the Canaanite fortresses be destroyed.

				12 He said,

				"You will not rejoice anymore,

				ravished young woman, daughter of Sidon.

				Get up and cross over to Cyprus —

				even there you will have no rest!"

				13 Look at the land of the Chaldeans —

				a people who no longer exist.

				Assyria destined it for desert creatures.

				They set up their siege towers

				and stripped its palaces.

				They made it a ruin.

				14 Wail, ships of Tarshish,

				because your fortress is destroyed!

				15 On that day Tyre will be forgotten for 70 years — the life span of one king. At the end of 70 years, what the song says about the prostitute will happen to Tyre:

				

				16 Pick up your lyre,

				stroll through the city,

				prostitute forgotten by men.

				Play skillfully,

				sing many a song,

				and you will be thought of again.

				17 And at the end of the 70 years, the Lord will restore Tyre and she will go back into business, prostituting herself with all the kingdoms of the world on the face of the earth. 18 But her profits and wages will be dedicated to the Lord. They will not be stored or saved, for her profit will go to those who live in the Lord's presence, to provide them with ample food and sacred clothing.

				A Principle to Live By - Prophetic Fulfillment

				[image: Getz0755.png]

				#17 As believers, we should be motivated to share the gospel of Jesus Christ because of fulfilled prophecy. 

				Scholars have concluded that about 25 percent of the Bible's content is prophetic. As of the present time, approximately half of these prophecies have been fulfilled. 

				Chapters 14 through 23 in the book of Isaiah contain a number of examples of this literal fulfillment. Though there are some references to a greater fulfillment when Christ ultimately judges the nations of the earth, those prophecies regarding God's judgment on Assyria, Philistia, Moab, Damascus, Cush, Egypt, Babylon, Dumah, Arabia, Jerusalem, Shebna, and Tyre were literally fulfilled. This Old Testament prophet saw these events, often far into the future. He was inspired by the Holy Spirit and therefore spoke and wrote the words of God. We need to remind ourselves once again of Peter's powerful and penetrating words:

				First of all, you should know this: No prophecy of Scripture comes from one's own interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by the will of man; instead, men spoke from God as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. (2Pt 1:20-21) 

				Reflection and Response

				How should fulfilled prophecy motivate believers to share the gospel of Jesus Christ?

				

				

	

The Earth Judged

				24 Look, the Lord is stripping 
 the earth bare

				and making it desolate.

				He will twist its surface and scatter its 
inhabitants:

				2 people and priest alike,

				servant and master,

				female servant and mistress,

				buyer and seller,

				lender and borrower,

				creditor and debtor.

				3 The earth will be stripped completely bare

				and will be totally plundered,

				for the Lord has spoken this message.

				

				4 The earth mourns and withers;

				the world wastes away and withers;

				the exalted people of the earth waste away.

				5 The earth is polluted by its inhabitants,

				for they have transgressed teachings,

				overstepped decrees,

				and broken the everlasting covenant.

				6 Therefore a curse has consumed the earth,

				and its inhabitants have become •guilty;

				the earth's inhabitants have been burned,

				and only a few survive.

				7 The new wine mourns;

				the vine withers.

				All the carousers now groan.

				8 The joyful tambourines have ceased.

				The noise of the jubilant has stopped.

				The joyful lyre has ceased.

				9 They no longer sing and drink wine;

				beer is bitter to those who drink it.

				10 The city of chaos is shattered;

				every house is closed to entry.

				11 In the streets they crydc for wine.

				All joy grows dark;

				earth's rejoicing goes into exile.

				12 Only desolation remains in the city;

				its gate has collapsed in ruins.

				13 For this is how it will be on earth

				among the nations:

				like a harvested olive tree,

				like a gleaning after a grape harvest.

				

				14 They raise their voices, they sing out;

				they proclaim in the west

				the majesty of the Lord.

				15 Therefore, in the east honor the Lord!

				In the islands of the west

				honor the name of •Yahweh,

				the God of Israel.

				16 From the ends of the earth we hear songs:

				The Splendor of the Righteous One.

				

				But I said,"I waste away! I waste away!dd

				Woe is me."

				The treacherous act treacherously;

				the treacherous deal very treacherously.

				

				17 Panic, pit, and trap await you

				who dwell on the earth.

				18 Whoever flees at the sound of panic

				will fall into a pit,

				and whoever escapes from the pit

				will be caught in a trap.

				For the windows are opened from heaven,

				and the foundations of the earth are shaken.

				19 The earth is completely devastated;

				the earth is split open;

				the earth is violently shaken.

				20 The earth staggers like a drunkard

				and sways like a hut.

				Earth's rebellion weighs it down,

				and it falls, never to rise again.

				

				21 On that day the Lord will punish

				the host of heaven above

				and kings of the earth below.

				22 They will be gathered together

				like prisoners in a pit.

				They will be confined to a dungeon;

				after many days they will be punished.

				23 The moon will be put to shame

				and the sun disgraced,

				because the Lord of •Hosts will reign as king

				on Mount •Zion in Jerusalem,

				and He will display His glory

				in the presence of His elders.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Wrath
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				#18 Though God will eventually pour out wrath on the entire earth, believers in the Lord Jesus Christ should be encouraged since we will be delivered from this judgment.

				What Isaiah saw in this chapter has never happened! However, just as most of the prophecies regarding the judgments on the nations in the previous section have already come literally true, this prophecy regarding destruction throughout the whole earth will also come true (vv. 1-3). 

				The apostle John described this period as"the great tribulation" (Rv 7:14), a time of earthquakes, fire, and other worldwide disasters directly related to God's wrath (Rv 6:1-17).  (See Rv #15:Security in Christ.)

				Though Bible scholars disagree about specific aspects of God's plan for believers during this time, one thing is indisputable: 

				God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him. Therefore encourage one another and build each other up as you are already doing. (1Th 5:9-11)  (See 1Th #10:Christ's Return.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways can we carry out Paul's call to"encourage one another and build each other up"?

				

				

	

Salvation and Judgment on That Day

				25 •Yahweh, You are my God;

				I will exalt You. I will praise
  Your name,

				for You have accomplished wonders,

				plans formed long ago, with perfect faithfulness.

				2 For You have turned the city into a pile of rocks,

				a fortified city, into ruins;

				the fortress of barbarians is no longer a city;

				it will never be rebuilt.

				3 Therefore, a strong people will honor You.

				The cities of violent nations will •fear You.

				4 For You have been a stronghold for the poor,

				a stronghold for the needy person in his distress,

				a refuge from the rain, a shade from the heat.

				When the breath of the violent

				is like rain against a wall,

				5 like heat in a dry land,

				You subdue the uproar of barbarians.

				Asde the shade of a cloud cools the heat of the day,

				so He silences the song of the violent.

				

				6 The Lord of •Hosts will prepare a feast

				for all the peoples on this mountain —

				a feast of aged wine, choice meat,df finely 
aged wine.

				7 On this mountain

				He will destroy the burial shroud,

				the shroud over all the peoples,

				the sheet covering all the nations;

				8 He will destroy death forever.

				The Lord God will wipe away the tears

				from every face

				and remove His people's disgrace

				from the whole earth,

				for the Lord has spoken.

				

				9 On that day it will be said,

				"Look, this is our God;

				we have waited for Him, and He has saved us.

				This is the Lord; we have waited for Him.

				Let us rejoice and be glad in His salvation."

				10 For the Lord's power will rest on this mountain.

				

				But Moab will be trampled in his placedg

				as straw is trampled in a dung pile.

				11 He will spread out his arms in the middle of it,

				as a swimmer spreads out his arms to swim.

				His pride will be brought low,

				along with the trickery of his hands.

				12 The high-walled fortress will be brought down,

				thrown to the ground, to the dust.

				

	

The Song of Judah

				26 On that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah:

				

				We have a strong city.

				Salvation is established as walls and ramparts.

				2 Open the gates

				so a righteous nation can come in —

				one that remains faithful.

				3 You will keep the mind that is dependent on You

				in perfect peace,

				for it is trusting in You.

				4 Trust in the Lord forever,

				because in •Yah, the Lord, is an everlasting rock!

				A Principle to Live By - God's Peace

				[image: Getz0757.png]

				#19 To experience God's divine power and presence in our lives, we must place our trust in Christ our Savior.

				Isaiah had a specific message for Israel, for both the present and the future. God had chosen them, and if they put their trust in Him they would not be judged like their pagan neighbors. They would experience abiding peace (26:3). However, Isaiah also prophesied regarding the coming of the Messiah who would eventually be the"Prince of Peace" (9:6). In that day,"The wolf will live with the lamb" and even"an infant will play beside the cobra's pit" (11:6-9).

				There is also a message for new covenant believers. Paul explained the foundational benefit. When"we have been declared righteous by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." There is no barrier between us and God. We have"received this reconciliation" (Rm 5:1,11). 

				However, we can also experience the peace of God. Paul wrote these reassuring words to believers in Philippi who were experiencing various challenges in their lives:

				Don't worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses every thought, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. (Php 4:6-7)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is the"peace of God" dependent on our"peace with God"?

				

				5 For He has humbled those who live in lofty 
places —

				an inaccessible city.

				He brings it down; He brings it down to the ground;

				He throws it to the dust.

				6 Feet trample it,

				the feet of the humble,

				the steps of the poor.

				

	

God's People Vindicated

				7 The path of the righteous is level;

				You clear a straight path for the righteous.

				8 Yes, Yahweh, we wait for You

				in the path of Your judgments.

				Our desire is for Your name and renown.

				9 I long for You in the night;

				yes, my spirit within me diligently seeks You,

				for when Your judgments are in the land,

				the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness.

				10 But if the wicked man is shown favor,

				he does not learn righteousness.

				In a righteous land he acts unjustly

				and does not see the majesty of the Lord.

				

				11 Lord, Your hand is lifted up to take action,

				but they do not see it.

				They will see Your zeal for Your people,

				and they will be put to shame.

				The fire for Your adversaries will consume them!

				12 Lord, You will establish peace for us,

				for You have also done all our work for us.

				13 Yahweh our God, lords other than You have ruled over us,

				but we remember Your name alone.

				

				14 The dead do not live;

				departed spirits do not rise up.

				Indeed, You have visited and destroyed them;

				You have wiped out all memory of them.  (See Ec #5:An Earthly and Eternal Perspective.)

				15 You have added to the nation, Lord.

				You have added to the nation; You are honored.

				You have expanded all the borders of the land.

				16 Lord, they went to You in their distress;

				they poured out whispered prayers

				because Your discipline fell on them.dh

				17 As a pregnant woman about to give birth

				writhes and cries out in her pains,

				so we were before You, Lord.

				18 We became pregnant, we writhed in pain;

				we gave birth to wind.

				We have won no victories on earth,

				and the earth's inhabitants have not fallen.

				

				19 Your dead will live; their bodiesdi will rise.

				Awake and sing, you who dwell in the dust!

				For you will be covered with the morning dew,dj

				and the earth will bring out the departed spirits.

				

				20 Go, my people, enter your rooms

				and close your doors behind you.

				Hide for a little while until the wrath has passed.

				21 For look, the Lord is coming from His place

				to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their 
iniquity.

				The earth will reveal the blood shed on it

				and will no longer conceal her slain.

				A Principle to Live By - Divine Mysteries Revealed

				[image: Getz0758.png]

				#20 As members of Christ's church, we are to thank and praise God and encourage one another with revelatory truth that Isaiah and other Old Testament prophets did not have.

				Following his vision of the destruction that God will someday bring on the entire earth and of Christ's"reign as king on Mount Zion in Jerusalem" (24:23), Isaiah could only express praise for God's faithfulness (25:1). He then shared a profound truth: For true believers of all ages, the Lord would"destroy death forever" (25:8) and the"dead will live" (26:19). 

				Two mysteries have been revealed to the body of Jesus Christ, the church. The first is that"Gentiles are coheirs" of God's grace (Eph 3:6). The second mystery has to do with the culmination of the church age. When this period ends, all true believers—both those who have died and those who are still alive—will be caught up to be with the Lord Jesus Christ forever. Paul wrote,

				Listen! I am telling you a mystery: We will not all fall asleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the blink of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we will be changed. For this corruptible must be clothed with incorruptibility, and this mortal must be clothed with immortality. (1Co 15:51-53)

				Paul concluded this paragraph by referring to Isaiah's prophecy:

				When this corruptible is clothed with incorruptibility, and this mortal is clothed with immortality, then the saying that is written will take place: Death has been swallowed up in victory. (1Co 15:54; see also Is 25:8; 1Th 4:16-17.)  (See 1Co #31:Resurrected Bodies.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though believers will receive glorified bodies"at the last trumpet," why is it important to emphasize the biblical truth that"to be out of the body" is to be"at home with the Lord"? (2Co 5:8; see also Php 1:21-24).

				

				

	

Leviathan Slain

				27 On that day the Lord with His harsh, great, and strong sword, will bring judgment on •Leviathan, the fleeing serpent — Leviathan, the twisting serpent. He will slay the monster that is in the sea.

				

	

The Lord's Vineyard

				2 On that day

				sing about a desirable vineyard:

				3 I, •Yahweh, watch over it;

				I water it regularly.

				I guard it night and day

				so that no one disturbs it.

				4 I am not angry,

				but if it produces thorns and briers for Me,

				I will fight against it, trample it,

				and burn it to the ground.

				5 Or let it take hold of My strength;

				let it make peace with Me —

				make peace with Me.

				6 In days to come, Jacob will take root.

				Israel will blossom and bloom

				and fill the whole world with fruit.

				

				7 Did the Lord strike Israel

				as He struck the one who struck Israel?

				Was he killed like those killed by Him?

				8 You disputed with her

				by banishing and driving her away.dk

				He removed her with His severe storm

				on the day of the east wind.

				9 Therefore Jacob's iniquity will be purged in this way,

				and the result of the removal of his sin will be this:

				when he makes all the altar stones

				like crushed bits of chalk,

				no •Asherah poles or incense altars will remain 
standing.

				10 For the fortified city will be deserted,

				pastures abandoned and forsaken like a wilderness.

				Calves will graze there,

				and there they will spread out and strip its branches.

				11 When its branches dry out, they will be 
broken off.

				Women will come and make fires with them,

				for they are not a people with understanding.

				Therefore their Maker will not have compassion on them,

				and their Creator will not be gracious to them.

				

				12 On that day

				the Lord will thresh grain from the Euphrates River

				as far as the •Wadi of Egypt,

				and you Israelites will be gathered one by one.

				13 On that day

				a great trumpet will be blown,

				and those lost in the land of Assyria will come,

				as well as those dispersed in the land of Egypt;

				and they will worship the Lord

				at Jerusalem on the holy mountain.(Review Is #43: God's Prophetic Plan.)

				

	

Woe to Samaria

				28 Woe to the majestic crown
  of Ephraim's drunkards,

				and to the fading flower of its 
beautiful splendor,

				which is on the summit above the rich valley.

				Woe to those overcome with wine.

				2 Look, the Lord has a strong and mighty one —

				like a devastating hail storm,

				like a storm with strong flooding waters.

				He will bring it across the land with His hand.

				3 The majestic crown of Ephraim's drunkards

				will be trampled underfoot.

				4 The fading flower of his beautiful splendor,

				which is on the summit above the rich valley,

				will be like a ripe fig before the summer harvest.

				Whoever sees it will swallow it

				while it is still in his hand.

				5 On that day

				the Lord of •Hosts will become a crown of beauty

				and a diadem of splendor

				to the remnant of His people,

				6 a spirit of justice

				to the one who sits in judgment,

				and strength

				to those who turn back the battle at the gate.

				

				7 These also stagger because of wine

				and stumble under the influence of beer:

				priest and prophet stagger because of beer,

				they are confused by wine.

				They stumble because of beer,

				they are muddled in their visions,

				they stumble in their judgments.

				8 Indeed, all their tables are covered with vomit;

				there is no place without a stench.

				9 Who is hedl trying to teach?

				Who is hedm trying to instruct?

				Infantsdn just weaned from milk?

				Babiesdo removed from the breast?

				10 For he says:"Law after law, law after law,

				line after line, line after line,

				a little here, a little there."dp

				11 So He will speak to this people

				with stammering speech

				and in a foreign language.

				12 He had said to them:

				"This is the place of rest,

				let the weary rest;

				this is the place of repose."

				But they would not listen.

				

				13 Then the word of the Lord came to them:

				"Law after law, law after law,

				line after line, line after line,

				a little here, a little there,"dq

				so they go stumbling backward,

				to be broken, trapped, and captured.

				

	

A Deal with Death

				14 Therefore hear the word of the Lord, you 
mockers

				who rule this people in Jerusalem.

				15 For you said,"We have cut a deal with Death,

				and we have made an agreement with •Sheol;

				when the overwhelming scourge passes through,

				it will not touch us,

				because we have made falsehood our refuge

				and have hidden behind treachery."

				16 Therefore the Lord God said:

				"Look, I have laid a stone in •Zion,

				a tested stone,

				a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation;

				the one who believes will be unshakable.dr

				A Principle to Live By - God's Household
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				#21 To become living stones built on the foundation of Jesus Christ, we must receive the gift of eternal life, which makes us members of Christ's spiritual house, the church. 

				In the middle of a discussion about the children of Israel's sin and the judgment to come, we encounter a direct reference to the Messiah that applies to us today (v. 16). The apostle Peter quoted this reference from Isaiah to describe our status as believers:

				Coming to Him, a living stone—rejected by men but chosen and valuable to God—you yourselves, as living stones, are being built into a spiritual house for a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it is contained in Scripture: Look! I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and honored cornerstone, and the one who believes in Him will never be put to shame! (1Pt 2:4-6)  (See 1Co #8:The True Foundation.)

				This is another reference to what would happen when Israel as a nation rejected the Messiah and the door was opened to all who would receive the Savior and believe in His name (Jn 1:11-12).  (See Jn #2:The Deity of Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				How is the work of the Holy Spirit related to becoming members of Christ's body?  (See 1Co #25:Unity in Christ.)

				

				17 And I will make justice the measuring line

				and righteousness the mason's level."

				Hail will sweep away the false refuge,

				and water will flood your hiding place.

				18 Your deal with Death will be dissolved,

				and your agreement with Sheol will not last.

				When the overwhelming scourge passes through,

				you will be trampled.

				19 Every time it passes through,

				it will carry you away;

				it will pass through every morning —

				every day and every night.

				Only terror will cause you

				to understand the message.ds

				20 Indeed, the bed is too short to stretch out on,

				and its cover too small to wrap up in.

				21 For the Lord will rise up as He did at Mount 
Perazim.

				He will rise in wrath, as at the Valley of Gibeon,

				to do His work, His strange work,

				and to perform His task, His disturbing task.

				22 So now, do not mock,

				or your shackles will become stronger.

				Indeed, I have heard from the Lord God of Hosts

				a decree of destruction for the whole land.

				

	

God's Wonderful Advice

				23 Listen and hear my voice.

				Pay attention and hear what I say.

				24 Does the plowman plow every day to plant seed?

				Does he continuously break up and cultivate the soil?

				25 When he has leveled its surface,

				does he not then scatter black cumin and sow cumin?

				He plants wheat in rows and barley in plots,

				with spelt as their border.

				26 His God teaches him order;

				He instructs him.

				27 Certainly black cumin is not threshed

				with a threshing board,

				and a cart wheel is not rolled over the cumin.

				But black cumin is beaten out with a stick,

				and cumin with a rod.

				28 Bread grain is crushed,

				but is not threshed endlessly.

				Though the wheel of the farmer's cart rumbles,

				his horses do not crush it.

				29 This also comes from the Lord of Hosts.

				He gives wonderful advice;

				He gives great wisdom.

				

	

Woe to Jerusalem

				29 Woe to Ariel,dt Ariel,

				the city where David camped!

				Continue year after year;

				let the festivals recur.

				2 I will oppress Ariel,

				and there will be mourning and crying,

				and she will be to Me like an Ariel.du

				3 I will camp in a circle around you;

				I will besiege you with earth ramps,

				and I will set up my siege towers against you.

				4 You will be brought down;

				you will speak from the ground,

				and your words will come from low in the dust.

				Your voice will be like that of a spirit from the ground;

				your speech will whisper from the dust.

				

				5 Your many foesdv will be like fine dust,

				and many of the ruthless, like blowing chaff.

				Then suddenly, in an instant,

				6 you will be visited by the Lord of •Hosts

				with thunder, earthquake, and loud noise,

				storm, tempest, and a flame of consuming fire.

				7 All the many nations

				going out to battle against Ariel —

				all the attackers, the siege works against her,

				and those who oppress her —

				will then be like a dream, a vision in the night.

				8 It will be like a hungry one who dreams he is 
eating,

				then wakes and is still hungry;

				and like a thirsty one who dreams he is drinking,

				then wakes and is still thirsty, longing for water.

				So it will be for all the many nations

				who go to battle against Mount •Zion.

				

				9 Stop and be astonished;

				blind yourselves and be blind!

				They are drunk, dw but not with wine;

				they stagger, dx but not with beer.

				10 For the Lord has poured out on you

				an overwhelming urge tody sleep;

				He has shut your eyes — the prophets,

				and covered your heads — the seers.

				

				11 For you the entire vision will be like the words of a sealed document. If it is given to one who can read and he is asked to read it,dz he will say,"I can't read it, because it is sealed." 12 And if the document is given to one who cannot read and he is asked to read it,ea he will say,"I can't read."

				13 The Lord said:

				

				Because these people approach Me with their mouths

				to honor Me with lip-serviceeb —

				yet their hearts are far from Me,

				and their worship consists of man-made rules

				learned by rote —

				14 therefore I will again confound these people

				with wonder after wonder.

				The wisdom of their wise men will vanish,

				and the understanding of the perceptive will be hidden.  (See Mt #38:True Spirituality.)

				

				15 Woe to those who go to great lengths

				to hide their plans from the Lord.

				They do their works in darkness,

				and say,"Who sees us? Who knows us?"

				16 You have turned things around,

				as if the potter were the same as the clay.

				How can what is made say about its maker,

				"He didn't make me"?

				How can what is formed

				say about the one who formed it,

				"He doesn't understand what he's doing"?

				

				17 Isn't it true that in just a little while

				Lebanon will become an orchard,

				and the orchard will seem like a forest?

				18 On that day the deaf will hear

				the words of a document,

				and out of a deep darkness

				the eyes of the blind will see.

				19 The humble will have joy

				after joy in the Lord,

				and the poor people will rejoice

				in the Holy One of Israel.

				20 For the ruthless one will vanish,

				the scorner will disappear,

				and all those who lie in wait with evil intent

				will be killed —

				21 those who, with their speech,

				accuse a person of wrongdoing,

				who set a trap at the •gate for the mediator,

				and without cause deprive the righteous of justice.

				

				22 Therefore, the Lord who redeemed Abraham says this about the house of Jacob:

				

				Jacob will no longer be ashamed

				and his face will no longer be pale.

				23 For when he sees his children,

				the work of My hands within his nation,

				they will honor My name,

				they will honor the Holy One of Jacob

				and stand in awe of the God of Israel.

				24 Those who are confused will gain 
understanding,

				and those who grumble will accept instruction. 
(See Neh #13:Reverence and Response.)

				

	

Condemnation of the Egyptian Alliance

				30 Woe to the rebellious children!

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				They carry out a plan, but not Mine;

				they make an alliance,

				but against My will,

				 piling sin on top of sin.

				2 They set out to go down to Egypt

				without asking My advice,

				in order to seek shelter under Pharaoh's 
protection

				and take refuge in Egypt's shadow.

				3 But Pharaoh's protection will become your shame,

				and refuge in Egypt's shadow your disgrace.

				4 For though hisec princes are at Zoan

				and his messengers reach as far as Hanes,

				5 everyone will be ashamed

				because of a people who can't help.

				They are of no benefit, they are no help;

				they are good for nothing but shame 
and reproach.

				

				6 An •oracle about the animals of the •Negev:ed

				

				Through a land of trouble and distress,

				of lioness and lion,

				of viper and flying serpent,

				they carry their wealth on the backs of donkeys

				and their treasures on the humps of camels,

				to a people who will not help them.

				7 Egypt's help is completely worthless;

				therefore, I call her:

				•Rahab Who Just Sits.

				

				8 Go now, write it on a tablet in their presence

				and inscribe it on a scroll;

				it will be for the future,

				forever and ever.

				9 They are a rebellious people,

				deceptive children,

				children who do not want to obey the Lord's 
instruction.

				10 They say to the seers,"Do not see,"

				and to the prophets,

				"Do not prophesy the truth to us.

				Tell us flattering things.

				Prophesy illusions.

				11 Get out of the way!

				Leave the pathway.

				Rid us of the Holy One of Israel."

				12 Therefore the Holy One of Israel says:

				"Because you have rejected this message

				and have trusted in oppression and deceit,

				and have depended on them,

				13 this iniquity of yours will be

				like a spreading breach,

				a bulge in a high wall

				whose collapse will come in an instant — 
suddenly!

				14 Its collapse will be like the shattering

				of a potter's jar, crushed to pieces,

				so that not even a fragment of pottery

				will be found among its shattered remains —

				no fragment large enough to take fire from a hearth

				or scoop water from a cistern."

				15 For the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, has said:

				"You will be delivered by returning and resting;

				your strength will lie in quiet confidence.

				But you are not willing."

				16 You say,"No!

				We will escape on horses" —

				therefore you will escape! —

				and,"We will ride on fast horses" —

				but those who pursue you will be faster.

				17 One thousand will flee at the threat of one,

				at the threat of five you will flee,

				until you alone remain

				like a solitary pole on a mountaintop

				or a banner on a hill.

				A Principle to Live By - Willing Obedience
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				#22 Spiritual leaders should be willing and eager to lead God's people with total integrity. 

				In this section of Isaiah, the Lord focused specifically on what would happen to Jerusalem. Using the poetic term"Ariel," the Lord pronounced a"woe" on"the city where David camped!" (29:1). The leaders who carried out plans and made alliances did not obey God (30:1). They were not willing to trust in the Lord (30:15).

				Centuries later, when Jesus Christ walked among His people in Jerusalem, He pronounced a series of"woes" on the"scribes and Pharisees" (Mt 23:13-36). He then spoke to all those listening—perhaps actually reflecting on what Isaiah wrote centuries earlier:

				Jerusalem, Jerusalem! She who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her. How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, yet you were not willing! (Mt 23:37; see also Is 30:15.) 

				Sadly, God's people did not listen to His voice through Isaiah, and centuries later they would not listen to His voice when He became flesh and walked among them. Those He held most accountable were Israel's spiritual leaders (Is 3:13-15).  (See Mt #51:Exemplary Teaching.)

				Reflection and Response

				What is the major quality Peter outlined as a requirement for being a spiritual leader?  (See 1Pt #11:Demonstrating Humility.)

				

				

	

The Lord's Mercy to Israel

				18 Therefore the Lord is waiting to show you 
mercy,

				and is rising up to show you compassion,

				for the Lord is a just God.

				All who wait patiently for Him are happy.  (See Rm #18:God's Sovereign Mercy.)

				

				19 For you people will live on •Zion in Jerusalem and will never cry again. He will show favor to you at the sound of your cry; when He hears, He will answer you. 20 The Lord will give you meager bread and water during oppression, but your Teacheree will not hide Himselfef any longer. Your eyes will see your Teacher,eg 21 and whenever you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear this command behind you:"This is the way. Walk in it." 22 Then you will defile your silver-plated idols and your gold-plated images. You will throw them away like menstrual cloths, and call them filth.

				23 Then He will send rain for your seed that you have sown in the ground, and the food, the produce of the ground, will be rich and plentiful. On that day your cattle will graze in open pastures. 24 The oxen and donkeys that work the ground will eat salted fodder scattered with winnowing shovel and fork. 25 Streams flowing with water will be on every high mountain and every raised hill on the day of great slaughter when the towers fall. 26 The moonlight will be as bright as the sunlight, and the sunlight will be seven times brighter — like the light of seven days — on the day that the Lord bandages His people's injuries and heals the wounds He inflicted.  (See Dt #29:Blessings and Curses.)

				

	

Annihilation of the Assyrians

				27 Look, •Yahweheh comes from far away,

				His anger burning and heavy with smoke.ei

				His lips are full of fury,

				and His tongue is like a consuming fire.

				28 His breath is like an overflowing torrent

				that rises to the neck.

				He comes to sift the nations in a sieve of 
destruction

				and to put a bridle on the jaws of the peoples

				to lead them astray.

				29 Your singing will be like that

				on the night of a holy festival,

				and your heart will rejoice

				like one who walks to the music of a flute,

				going up to the mountain of the Lord,

				to the Rock of Israel.

				30 And the Lord will make the splendor of His voice heard

				and reveal His arm striking in angry wrath

				and a flame of consuming fire,

				in driving rain, a torrent, and hailstones.

				31 Assyria will be shattered by the voice of the Lord.

				He will strike with a rod.

				32 And every stroke of the appointed ej staff

				that the Lord brings down on him

				will be to the sound of tambourines and lyres;

				He will fight against him with brandished 
weapons.

				33 Indeed! •Topheth has been ready

				for the king for a long time now.

				Its funeral pyre is deep and wide,

				with plenty of fire and wood.

				The breath of the Lord, like a torrent 
of brimstone,

				kindles it.

				

	

The Lord, the Only Help

				31 Woe to those who go down to Egypt 
 for help

				and who depend on horses!

				They trust in the abundance of chariots

				and in the large number of horsemen.

				They do not look to the Holy One of Israel

				and they do not seek the Lord's help.

				2 But He also is wise and brings disaster.

				He does not go back on what He says;

				He will rise up against the house of wicked men

				and against the allies of evildoers.

				3 Egyptians are men, not God;

				their horses are flesh, not spirit.

				When the Lord raises His hand to strike,

				the helper will stumble

				and the one who is helped will fall;

				both will perish together.

				

				4 For this is what the Lord said to me:

				

				As a lion or young lion growls over its prey

				when a band of shepherds is called out against it,

				and is not terrified by their shouting

				or subdued by their noise,

				so the Lord of •Hosts will come down

				to fight on Mount •Zion

				and on its hill.

				

				5 Like hovering birds,

				so the Lord of Hosts will protect Jerusalem —

				by protecting it, He will rescue it,

				by sparing it, He will deliver it.

				

				6 Return to the One the Israelites have greatly rebelled against. 7 For on that day, every one of you will reject the silver and gold idols that your own hands have sinfully made.

				

				8 Then Assyria will fall,

				but not by human sword;

				a sword will devour him,

				but not one made by man.

				He will flee from the sword;

				his young men will be put to forced labor.

				9 His rock will pass away because of fear,

				and his officers will be afraid because of the 
signal flag.

				

				This is the Lord's declaration — whose fire is in Zion and whose furnace is in Jerusalem.

				

	

The Righteous Kingdom Announced

				32 Indeed, a king will reign righteously,

				and rulers will rule justly.

				2 Each will be like a shelter from the wind,

				a refuge from the rain,

				like streams of water in a dry land

				and the shade of a massive rock in an arid land.

				3 Then the eyes of those who see will not be closed,

				and the ears of those who hear will listen.

				4 The reckless mind will gain knowledge,

				and the stammering tongue will speak clearly and fluently.

				5 A fool will no longer be called a noble,

				nor a scoundrel said to be important.

				6 For a fool speaks foolishness

				and his mind plots iniquity.

				He lives in a godless way

				and speaks falsely about the Lord.

				He leaves the hungry empty

				and deprives the thirsty of drink.

				7 The scoundrel's weapons are destructive;

				he hatches plots to destroy the needy with lies,

				even when the poor says what is right.

				8 But a noble person plans noble things;

				he stands up for noble causes.

				

				9 Stand up, you complacent women;

				listen to me.

				Pay attention to what I say,

				you overconfident daughters.

				10 In a little more than a year

				you overconfident ones will shudder,

				for the vintage will fail

				and the harvest will not come.

				11 Shudder, you complacent ones;

				tremble, you overconfident ones!

				Strip yourselves bare

				and put •sackcloth around your waists.

				12 Beat your breasts in mourning

				for the delightful fields and the fruitful vines,

				13 for the ground of my people

				growing thorns and briers,

				indeed, for every joyous house in the joyful city.

				14 For the palace will be forsaken,

				the busy city abandoned.

				The hill and the watchtower will become

				barren places forever,

				the joy of wild donkeys,

				and a pasture for flocks,

				15 until the Spirit from heaven is poured out on us.

				Then the desert will become an orchard,

				and the orchard will seem like a forest.

				16 Then justice will inhabit the wilderness,

				and righteousness will dwell in the orchard.

				17 The result of righteousness will be peace;

				the effect of righteousness

				will be quiet confidence forever.

				18 Then my people will dwell in a peaceful place,

				in safe and secure dwellings.

				19 But hail will level the forest,ek

				and the city will sink into the depths.

				20 Those who sow seed are happy

				beside abundant waters;

				they let ox and donkey range freely.

				

	

The Lord Rises Up

				33 Woe, you destroyer never destroyed,

				you traitor never betrayed!

				When you have finished destroying,

				you will be destroyed.

				

				When you have finished betraying,

				they will betray you.

				

				2 Lord, be gracious to us! We wait for You.

				Be our strength every morning

				and our salvation in time of trouble.

				3 The peoples flee at the thunderous noise;

				the nations scatter when You rise in Your majesty.

				4 Your spoil will be gathered as locusts are 
gathered;

				people will swarm over it like an infestation of locusts.

				5 The Lord is exalted, for He dwells on high;

				He has filled •Zion with justice and righteousness.

				6 There will be times of security for you —

				a storehouse of salvation, wisdom, and 
knowledge.

				The •fear of the Lord is Zion's treasure.

				

				7 Listen! Their warriors cry loudly in the streets;

				the messengers of peace weep bitterly.

				8 The highways are deserted;

				travel has ceased.

				An agreement has been broken,

				cities el despised,

				and human life disregarded.

				9 The land mourns and withers;

				Lebanon is ashamed and decayed.

				Sharon is like a desert;

				Bashan and Carmel shake off their leaves.

				10 "Now I will rise up," says the Lord.

				"Now I will lift Myself up.

				Now I will be exalted.

				11 You will conceive chaff;

				you will give birth to stubble.

				Your breath is fire that will consume you.

				12 The peoples will be burned to ashes,

				like thorns cut down and burned in a fire.

				13 You who are far off, hear what I have done;

				you who are near, know My strength."

				

				14 The sinners in Zion are afraid;

				trembling seizes the ungodly:

				"Who among us can dwell with a consuming fire?

				Who among us can dwell with ever-burning 
flames?"

				15 The one who lives righteously

				and speaks rightly,

				who refuses gain from extortion,

				whose hand never takes a bribe,

				who stops his ears from listening to murderous 
plotsem

				and shuts his eyes to avoid endorsing evilen —

				16 he will dwell on the heights;

				his refuge will be the rocky fortresses,

				his food provided, his water assured.

				

				17 Your eyes will see the King in His beauty;

				you will see a vast land.

				18 Your mind will meditate on the past terror:

				"Where is the accountant?eo

				Where is the tribute collector?ep

				Where is the one who spied out our defenses?"eq

				19 You will no longer see the barbarians,

				a people whose speech is difficult to 
comprehend —

				who stammer in a language that is not 
understood.

				20 Look at Zion, the city of our festival times.

				Your eyes will see Jerusalem,

				a peaceful pasture, a tent that does not wander;

				its tent pegs will not be pulled up

				nor will any of its cords be loosened.

				21 For the majestic One, our Lord, will be there,

				a place of rivers and broad streams

				where ships that are rowed will not go,

				and majestic vessels will not pass.

				22 For the Lord is our Judge,

				the Lord is our lawgiver,

				the Lord is our King.

				He will save us.

				23 Your ropes are slack;

				they cannot hold the base of the mast

				or spread out the flag.

				Then abundant spoil will be divided,

				the lame will plunder it,

				24 and none there will say,"I am sick."

				The people who dwell there

				will be forgiven their iniquity.

				A Principle to Live By - King of Kings

				[image: Getz0761.png]

				#23 As believers, we are to allow the Lord Jesus Christ to rule and reign in our hearts. 

				Isaiah once again saw far into the future to a time when"a king will reign righteously" (32:1). This can only be the Lord Jesus Christ when He will return to earth and judge sinful humanity and then set up His earthly reign (32:17; 33:5,17; 20:20-22). John wrote in the book of Revelation that"He has a name written on His robe and on His thigh: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS" (Rv 19:16). In that day,"every knee will bow" before Him,"and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father" (Php 2:10-11). (Review Is #3: The Messiah's Reign)

				Today, all of us who have put our faith in Jesus Christ as the crucified and resurrected Savior are a part of that great spiritual kingdom identified as the church, the body of Christ, and the family of God. It's God's will that at both a personal and corporate level, we allow Jesus Christ to reign in our hearts as King of kings and Lord of lords. Note Paul's charge to Timothy:

				In the presence of God, who gives life to all, and of Christ Jesus, who gave a good confession before Pontius Pilate, I charge you to keep the command without fault or failure until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. God will bring this about in His own time. He is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings, and the Lord of lords, the only One who has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light; no one has seen or can see Him, to Him be honor and eternal might. Amen. (1Tm 6:13-16)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the ways we are to demonstrate that Jesus Christ is not only our Savior, but our Lord and King?

				

				

	

The Judgment of the Nations

				34 You nations, come here and listen;

				you peoples, pay attention!

				Let the earth hear, and all that fills it,

				the world and all that comes from it.

				2 The Lord is angry with all the nations —

				furious with all their armies.

				He will set them apart for destruction,

				giving them over to slaughter.

				3 Their slain will be thrown out,

				and the stench of their corpses will rise;

				the mountains will flower with their blood.

				4 All es the heavenly bodies will dissolve.

				The skies will roll up like a scroll,

				and their stars will all wither

				as leaves wither on the vine,

				and foliage on the fig tree.

				

	

The Judgment of Edom

				5 When My sword has drunk its fill et in the 
heavens,

				it will then come down on Edom

				and on the people I have •set apart for destruction.

				6 The Lord's sword is covered with blood.

				It drips with fat,

				with the blood of lambs and goats,

				with the fat of the kidneys of rams.

				For the Lord has a sacrifice in Bozrah,

				a great slaughter in the land of Edom.

				7 The wild oxen will be struckeu down with them,

				and young bulls with the mighty bulls.

				Their land will be soaked withev blood,

				and their soil will be saturated with fat.

				

				8 For the Lord has a day of vengeance,

				a time of paying back Edom

				for its hostility against •Zion.

				9 Edom's streams will be turned into pitch,

				her soil into sulfur;

				her land will become burning pitch.

				10 It will never go out — day or night.

				Its smoke will go up forever.

				It will be desolate, from generation to generation;

				no one will pass through it forever and ever.

				11 The desert owlew and the screech owlex will 
possess it,

				and the great owl and the raven will dwell there.

				The Lord will stretch out a measuring line

				and a plumb line over her

				for her destruction and chaos.

				12 No nobles will be left to proclaim a king,

				and all her princes will come to nothing.

				13 Her palaces will be overgrown with thorns;

				her fortified cities, with thistles and briers.

				She will become a dwelling for jackals,

				an abode ey for ostriches.

				14 The desert creatures will meet hyenas,

				and one wild goat will call to another.

				Indeed, the screech owl will stay there

				and will find a resting place for herself.

				15 The sand partridgeez will make her nest there;

				she will lay and hatch her eggs

				and will gather her brood under her shadow.

				Indeed, the birds of prey will gather there,

				each with its mate.

				16 Search and read the scroll of the Lord:

				Not one of them will be missing,

				none will be lacking its mate,

				because He has ordered it by my fa mouth,

				and He will gather them by His Spirit.

				17 He has ordained a lot for them;

				His hand allotted their portion with a 
measuring line.

				They will possess it forever;

				they will dwell in it from generation to generation.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Love and Holiness

				[image: Getz0762.png]

				#24 We must never compromise the biblical message that involves both God's eternal love for sinful humanity and His righteous anger against sin. 

				Isaiah saw the time of God's wrath on all nations because of their perpetual sin and rebellion against His plan. The apostle John also saw this coming judgment:

				Then the kings of the earth, the nobles, the military commanders, the rich, the powerful, and every slave and free person hid in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains. And they said to the mountains and to the rocks,"Fall on us and hide us from the face of the One seated on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb, because the great day of Their wrath has come! And who is able to stand?" (Rv 6:15-17)  (Review Is #11: Ultimate Judgment)

				Today we are living in God's day of grace. Because of His love for all people, He sent His Son to suffer the wrath that we deserve because we"all have sinned and fall short" of His glory (Rm 3:23; see also Jn 3:16). The"wages of sin is death"—God's judgment—"but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rm 6:23). When Jesus came the first time, He went to the cross"like a lamb led to the slaughter and like a sheep silent before her shearers" (Is 53:7). However, there is a time coming when the Lamb of God will no longer be silent but will judge all those who have rejected His gift of love and life. 

				Though many people continue to reject this gift, God is not willing that any should suffer His wrath. Peter reminded us that this is a major reason why Jesus Christ has delayed His return to earth to bring judgment on sinful humanity.  (See 2Pt #5:Looking for Christ's Return.)

				Reflection and Response

				Since as believers we understand the total biblical story regarding both God's grace and His coming judgment, how should this impact our motivation to carry out the Great Commission?

				

				

	

The Ransomed Return to Zion

				35 The wilderness and the dry land 
 will be glad;

				the desert will rejoice and blossom like a rose.fb

				2 It will blossom abundantly

				and will also rejoice with joy and singing.

				The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,

				the splendor of Carmel and Sharon.

				They will see the glory of the Lord,

				the splendor of our God.

				3 Strengthen the weak hands,

				steady the shaking knees!

				4 Say to the cowardly:

				"Be strong; do not fear!

				Here is your God; vengeance is coming.

				God's retribution is coming; He will save you."

				5 Then the eyes of the blind will be opened,

				and the ears of the deaf unstopped.

				6 Then the lame will leap like a deer,

				and the tongue of the mute will sing for joy,

				for water will gush in the wilderness,

				and streams in the desert;

				7 the parched ground will become a pool of water,

				and the thirsty land springs of water.

				In the haunt of jackals, in their lairs,

				there will be grass, reeds, and papyrus.

				8 A road will be there and a way;

				it will be called the Holy Way.

				The •unclean will not travel on it,

				but it will be for the one who walks the path.

				Even the fool will not go astray.

				9 There will be no lion there,

				and no vicious beast will go up on it;

				they will not be found there.

				But the redeemed will walk on it,

				10 and the redeemed of the Lord will return

				and come to •Zion with singing,

				crowned with unending joy.

				Joy and gladness will overtake them,

				and sorrow and sighing will flee.

				A Principle to Live By - Supernatural Restoration

				#25 Though there is some marvelous restoration in the land of Israel today, we must be cautious in equating this human effort with God's miraculous restoration when Jesus Christ returns to earth. 

				[image: Getz0763.png]

				The prophecies in this chapter were partially fulfilled when the children of Israel returned from Babylonian captivity (v. 10). Centuries later, they were also partially fulfilled when Jesus Christ came to earth as a divine Healer (vv. 5-7). However, these prophecies will be ultimately fulfilled when the Messiah reigns on earth. Human hearts will be transformed, along with nature itself (v. 1). 

				Today, all human beings can become new creations in Christ through the new birth 
(Jn 3:3; 2Co 5:17). However, we are still subject to deterioration (2Co 5:1-5). Furthermore, nature continues to reflect its fallen state through earthquakes, hurricanes, tornadoes, droughts, and floods. 

				However, when Christ takes us to heaven, we'll be completely changed. We'll have glorified bodies just like Christ. And when Christ comes to rule and reign on earth, He will renew His entire creation. Paul understood this great truth:

				For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is going to be revealed to us. For the creation eagerly waits with anticipation for God's sons to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to futility—not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it—in the hope that the creation itself will also be set free from the bondage of corruption into the glorious freedom of God's children. (Rm 8:18-21) 

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways should Christians be cautious in making predictions based on what is happening to the landscape in the land of Israel today?

				

				

	

Sennacherib's Invasion

				36 In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria attacked all the fortified cities of Judah and captured them. 2 Then the king of Assyria sent the •Rabshakeh, along with a massive army, from Lachish to King Hezekiah at Jerusalem. The Assyrian stood near the conduit of the upper pool, by the road to the Fuller's Field. 3 Eliakim son of Hilkiah, who was in charge of the palace, Shebna the court secretary, and Joah son of Asaph, the court historian, came out to him.

				4 The Rabshakeh said to them,"Tell Hezekiah:

				

				The great king, the king of Assyria, says this: What are you relying on?fc 5 I fd say that your strategy and military preparedness are mere words. What are you now relying on that you have rebelled against me? 6 Look, you are trusting in Egypt, that splintered reed of a staff that will enter and pierce the hand of anyone who leans on it. This is how Pharaoh king of Egypt is to all who trust in him. 7 Suppose you say to me, 'We trust in the Lord our God.' Isn't He the One whose •high places and altars Hezekiah has removed, saying to Judah and Jerusalem, 'You are to worship at this altar'?

				

				8 Now make a deal with my master, the king of Assyria. I'll give you 2,000 horses if you're able to supply riders for them! 9 How then can you drive back a single officer among the weakest of my master's officers and trust in Egypt for chariots and horsemen? 10 Have I attacked this land to destroy it without the Lord's approval? The Lord said to me, 'Attack this land and destroy it.'"

				

				11 Then Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah said to the Rabshakeh,"Please speak to your servants in Aramaic, since we understand it. Don't speak to us in Hebrewfe within earshot of the people who are on the wall."

				12 But the Rabshakeh replied,"Has my master sent me to speak these words to your master and to you, and not to the men who are sitting on the wall, who are destined with you to eat their own excrement and drink their own urine?"

				13 Then the Rabshakeh stood and called out loudly in Hebrew:ff

				

				Listen to the words of the great king, the king of Assyria! 14 This is what the king says:"Don't let Hezekiah deceive you, for he cannot deliver you. 15 Don't let Hezekiah persuade you to trust in the Lord, saying, 'The Lord will certainly deliver us! This city will not be handed over to the king of Assyria.'"

				

				16 Don't listen to Hezekiah, for this is what the king of Assyria says:"Make peacefg with me and surrender to me. Then every one of you may eat from his own vine and his own fig tree and drink water from his own cistern 17 until I come and take you away to a land like your own land — a land of grain and new wine, a land of bread and vineyards. 18 Beware that Hezekiah does not mislead you by saying, 'The Lord will deliver us.' Has any one of the gods of the nations delivered his land from the power of the king of Assyria? 19 Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim? Have they delivered Samaria from my power? 20 Who among all the gods of these lands ever delivered his land from my power? So will the Lord deliver Jerusalem."

				

				21 But they kept silent; they didn't say anything, for the king's command was,"Don't answer him." 22 Then Eliakim son of Hilkiah, who was in charge of the palace, Shebna the court secretary, and Joah son of Asaph, the court historian, came to Hezekiah with their clothes torn and reported to him the words of the Rabshakeh.  (See 2Kg #20:Walking Worthy.)

				

	

Hezekiah Seeks Isaiah's Counsel

				37 When King Hezekiah heard their report, he tore his clothes, put on •sackcloth, and went to the Lord's temple. 2 Then he sent Eliakim, who was in charge of the palace, Shebna the court secretary, and the leading priests, who were wearing sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz. 3 They said to him,"This is what Hezekiah says: 'Today is a day of distress, rebuke, and disgrace, for children have come to the point of birth, and there is no strength to deliver them. 4 Perhaps •Yahweh your God will hear all the words of the •Rabshakeh, whom his master the king of Assyria sent to mock the living God, and will rebuke him for the words that Yahweh your God has heard. Therefore offer a prayer for the surviving remnant.'"

				5 So the servants of King Hezekiah went to Isaiah, 6 who said to them,"Tell your master this, 'The Lord says: Don't be afraid because of the words you have heard, which the king of Assyria's attendants have blasphemed Me with. 7 I am about to put a spirit in him and he will hear a rumor and return to his own land, where I will cause him to fall by the sword.'"

				

	

Sennacherib's Letter

				8 When the Rabshakeh heard that the king of Assyria had left Lachish, he returned and found him fighting against Libnah. 9 The king had heard this about Tirhakah king of •Cush:"He has set out to fight against you." So when he heard this, he sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying, 10 "Say this to Hezekiah king of Judah: 'Don't let your God, whom you trust, deceive you by promising that Jerusalem won't be handed over to the king of Assyria. 11 Look, you have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all the countries: they •completely destroyed them. Will you be rescued? 12 Did the gods of the nations that my predecessors destroyed rescue them — Gozan, Haran, Rezeph, and the Edenites in Telassar? 13 Where is the king of Hamath, the king of Arpad, the king of the city of Sepharvaim, Hena, or Ivvah? '"

				

	

Hezekiah's Prayer

				14 Hezekiah took the letter from the messengers, read it, then went up to the Lord's temple and spread it out before the Lord. 15 Then Hezekiah prayed to the Lord:

				

				16 Lord of •Hosts, God of Israel, who is enthroned above the •cherubim, You are God — You alone — of all the kingdoms of the earth. You made the heavens and the earth. 17 Listen closely, Lord, and hear; open Your eyes, Lord, and see. Hear all the words that Sennacherib has sent to mock the living God. 18 Lord, it is true that the kings of Assyria have devastated all these countries and their lands. 19 They have thrown their gods into the fire, for they were not gods but made by human hands — wood and stone. So they have destroyed them. 20 Now, Lord our God, save us from his power so that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that You are the Lord — You alone.

				

				

	

God's Answer through Hezekiah

				21 Then Isaiah son of Amoz sent a message to Hezekiah:"The Lord, the God of Israel, says: 'Because you prayed to Me about Sennacherib king of Assyria, 22 this is the word the Lord has spoken against him:

				

				Virgin Daughter •Zion

				despises you and scorns you:

				Daughter Jerusalem shakes her head

				behind your back.fh

				23 Who is it you have mocked and blasphemed?

				Who have you raised your voice against

				and lifted your eyes in pride?

				Against the Holy One of Israel!

				24 You have mocked the Lord throughfi your 
servants.

				You have said,"With my many chariots

				I have gone up to the heights of the mountains,

				to the far recesses of Lebanon.

				I cut down its tallest cedars,

				its choice cypress trees.

				I came to its distant heights,

				its densest forest.

				25 I dug wells fj and drank water.

				I dried up all the streams of Egypt

				with the soles of my feet."

				

				26 Have you not heard?

				I designed it long ago;

				I planned it in days gone by.

				I have now brought it to pass,

				and you have crushed fortified cities

				into piles of rubble.

				27 Their inhabitants have become powerless,

				dismayed, and ashamed.

				They are plants of the field,

				tender grass,

				grass on the rooftops,

				blasted by the east wind. fk

				28 But I know fl your sitting down,

				your going out and your coming in,

				and your raging against Me.

				29 Because your raging against Me

				and your arrogance have reached My ears,

				I will put My hook in your nose

				and My bit in your mouth;

				I will make you go back

				the way you came.

				

				30 " 'This will be the sign for you: This year you will eat what grows on its own, and in the second year what grows from that. But in the third year sow and reap, plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 31 The surviving remnant of the house of Judah will again take root downward and bear fruit upward. 32 For a remnant will go out from Jerusalem and survivors, from Mount Zion. The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will accomplish this.'

				33 "Therefore, this is what the Lord says about the king of Assyria:

				

				He will not enter this city

				or shoot an arrow there

				or come before it with a shield

				or build up an assault ramp against it.

				34 He will go back

				the way he came,

				and he will not enter this city.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				35 I will defend this city and rescue it

				because of Me

				and because of My servant David."

				

				

	

Defeat and Death of Sennacherib

				36 Then the angel of the Lord went out and struck down 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians. When the people got up the next morning — there were all the dead bodies! 37 So Sennacherib king of Assyria broke camp and left. He returned home and lived in Nineveh.

				38 One day, while he was worshiping in the temple of his god Nisroch, his sons Adrammelech and Sharezer struck him down with the sword and escaped to the land of Ararat. Then his son Esar-haddon became king in his place.

				

	

Hezekiah's Illness and Recovery

				38 In those days Hezekiah became terminally ill. The prophet Isaiah son of Amoz came and said to him,"This is what the Lord says: 'Put your affairs in order,fm for you are about to die; you will not recover.'"fn

				2 Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the Lord. 3 He said,"Please, Lord, remember how I have walked before You faithfully and wholeheartedly, and have done what pleases You."fo And Hezekiah wept bitterly.

				4 Then the word of the Lord came to Isaiah: 5 "Go and tell Hezekiah that this is what the Lord God of your ancestor David says: I have heard your prayer; I have seen your tears. Look, I am going to add 15 years to your life.fp 6 And I will deliver you and this city from the power of the king of Assyria; I will defend this city. 7 This is the sign to you from the Lord that He will do whatfq He has promised:fr 8 I am going to make the sun's shadow that goes down on Ahaz's stairway go back by 10 steps." So the sun's shadowfs went back the 10 steps it had descended.

				9 A poem by Hezekiah king of Judah after he had been sick and had recovered from his illness:

				

				10 I said: In the primeft of my lifefu

				I must go to the gates of •Sheol;

				I am deprived of the rest of my years.

				11 I said: I will never see the Lord,

				the Lord in the land of the living;

				I will not look on humanity any longer

				with the inhabitants of what is passing away. fv

				12 My dwelling is plucked up and removed from me

				like a shepherd's tent.

				I have rolled up my life like a weaver;

				He cuts me off from the loom.fw

				You make an end of me from day until night.

				13 I thought until the morning:

				He will break all my bones like a lion;

				You make an end of me day and night.

				14 I chirp like a swallow or a crane;

				I moan like a dove.

				My eyes grow weak looking upward.

				Lord, I am oppressed; support me.

				

				15 What can I say?

				He has spoken to me,

				and He Himself has done it.

				I walk along slowly all my years

				because of the bitterness of my soul,

				16 Lord, because of these promises people live,

				and in all of them is the life of my spirit as well;

				You have restored me to health

				and let me live.

				17 Indeed, it was for my own welfare

				that I had such great bitterness;

				but Your love has delivered me

				from the •Pit of destruction,

				for You have thrown all my sins behind Your back.

				18 For Sheol cannot thank You;

				Death cannot praise You.

				Those who go down to the Pit

				cannot hope for Your faithfulness.

				19 The living, only the living can thank You,

				as I do today;

				a father will make Your faithfulness known to children.

				20 The Lord willfx save me;

				we will play stringed instruments

				all the days of our lives

				at the house of the Lord.

				

				21 Now Isaiah had said,"Let them take a lump of pressed figs and apply it to his infected skin, so that he may recover." 22 And Hezekiah had asked,"What is the sign that I will go up to the Lord's temple?"  (See 2Kg #21:Marks of Humility.)

				

	

Hezekiah's Folly

				39 At that time Merodach-baladan son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a gift to Hezekiah since he heard that he had been sick and had recovered. 2 Hezekiah was pleased with them, and showed them his treasure house — the silver, the gold, the spices, and the precious oil — and all his armory, and everything that was found in his treasuries. There was nothing in his palace and in all his realm that Hezekiah did not show them.

				3 Then the prophet Isaiah came to King Hezekiah and asked him,"Where did these men come from and what did they say to you?"

				Hezekiah replied,"They came to me from a distant country, from Babylon."

				4 Isaiah asked,"What have they seen in your palace?"

				Hezekiah answered,"They have seen everything in my palace. There isn't anything in my treasuries that I didn't show them."

				5 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah,"Hear the word of the Lord of •Hosts: 6 'The time will certainly come when everything in your palace and all that your fathers have stored up until this day will be carried off to Babylon; nothing will be left,' says the Lord. 7 'Some of your descendants who come from you will be taken away, and they will become eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.'"

				8 Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah,"The word of the Lord that you have spoken is good," for he thought: There will be peace and security during my lifetime.  (For other principles that emerge from King 
Hezekiah's life, see 2Ch #26 through #30)

				

	

God's People Comforted

				40 "Comfort, comfort My people,"

				says your God.

				2 "Speak tenderly tofy Jerusalem,

				and announce to her

				that her time of forced labor is over,

				her iniquity has been pardoned,

				and she has received from the Lord's hand

				double for all her sins."

				

				3 A voice of one crying out:

				

				Prepare the way of the Lord in the wilderness;

				make a straight highway for our God in the desert.

				4 Every valley will be lifted up,

				and every mountain and hill will be leveled;

				the uneven ground will become smooth

				and the rough places, a plain.

				5 And the glory of the Lord will appear,

				and all humanityfz together will see it,

				for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual Preparation

				[image: Getz0764.png]

				#26 As the church of Jesus Christ, we are to prepare ourselves and all people for the glorious second coming of Jesus Christ. 

				In chapters 40–48, Isaiah's various visions focus on the Jewish remnant's deliverance from Babylonian captivity. God enabled His prophet to see at least 200 years into the future when Cyrus would bring"comfort" to God's people by orchestrating their return to Judah and Jerusalem (v. 1). The prophecy was so specific that God mentioned the king's name before he was even born (44:28; 45:1).  (Review Is #33: God's Sovereignty)

				However, the Holy Spirit once again enabled Isaiah to see beyond the end of the exile to perceive the actual coming of the Messiah. The return from Babylonian captivity was only a foretaste of what God had in mind for His people.  (Review Is #43: God's Prophetic Plan)

				Isaiah prophesied the coming of John the Baptist and the message he preached to the children of Israel. All four Gospel writers cited Isaiah's prophecy (Mt 3:3; Mk 1:3; Lk 3:4-6; Jn 1:23). When John the Baptist quoted this portion of Isaiah, he announced Jesus' first appearance on earth as well as what will happen when He returns.

				Peter exhorted all believers to serve as divine messengers to prepare ourselves and all people for the second coming of the Messiah, just as John the Baptist prepared people for His first coming:

				Therefore, dear friends, while you wait for these things, make every effort to be found at peace with Him without spot or blemish. Also, regard the patience of our Lord as an opportunity for salvation, just as our dear brother Paul has written to you according to the wisdom given to him. (2Pt 3:14-15)  (See 2Pt #6:Motivation to Holiness; Ezk #11: The Second Coming.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does the Lord's patience that Peter mentioned in 2 Peter 3:9 correlate with His patience mentioned in 
2 Peter 3:15?

				

				6 A voice was saying,"Cry out!"

				Another ga said,"What should I cry out?"

				"All humanity is grass,

				and all its goodness is like the flower of the field.

				7 The grass withers, the flowers fade

				when the breathgb of the Lord blows on them;gc

				indeed, the people are grass.

				8 The grass withers, the flowers fade,

				but the word of our God remains forever."

				

				A Principle to Live By - The Eternal Word
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				#27 Though there are many and varied messages that are being presented today, we must devote ourselves to accurately proclaiming the word of God. 

				The apostle Peter taught that the new birth of true believers results in eternal life, not temporary life, because it comes through obedience to"the living and enduring word of God" (1Pt 1:23). He then quoted this passage from Isaiah regarding the passing of flowers and the endurance of God's word, and added that"this is the word that was preached as the gospel to you" (1Pt 1:25). 

				Since the word of God invites sinners to experience the new birth, it is imperative that all true believers proclaim the word constantly and accurately. 

				Reflection and Response

				In what creative ways can we expose non-Christians to more than simple gospel messages from the word of God?  (See Mt #59:The Great Commission.)

				

				9 •Zion, herald of good news,

				go up on a high mountain.

				Jerusalem, herald of good news,

				raise your voice loudly.

				Raise it, do not be afraid!

				Say to the cities of Judah,

				"Here is your God!"

				10 See, the Lord God comes with strength,

				and His power establishes His rule.

				His reward is with Him,

				and His gifts accompany Him.

				11 He protects His flock like a shepherd;

				He gathers the lambs in His arms

				and carries them in the fold of His garment.

				He gently leads those that are nursing.

				

				12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand

				or marked off the heavens with the span of his hand?

				Who has gathered the dust of the earth in a 
measure

				or weighed the mountains in a balance

				and the hills in the scales?

				13 Who has directedgd the Spirit of the Lord,

				or who gave Him His counsel?

				14 Who did He consult with?

				Who gave Him understanding

				and taught Him the paths of justice?

				Who taught Him knowledge

				and showed Him the way of understanding?  (See Rm #21:Christ-Centered Worship.)

				15 Look, the nations are like a drop in a bucket;

				they are considered as a speck of dust in the scales;

				He lifts up the islands like fine dust.

				16 Lebanon is not enough for fuel,

				or its animals enough for a •burnt offering.

				17 All the nations are as nothing before Him;

				they are considered by Him

				as nothingness and emptiness.

				

				18 Who will you compare God with?

				What likeness will you compare Him to?

				19 To an idol? — something that a smelter casts,

				and a metalworker plates with gold

				and makes silver welds for it?

				20 To one who shapes a pedestal,

				choosing wood that does not rot?ge

				He looks for a skilled craftsman

				to set up an idol that will not fall over.

				

				21 Do you not know?

				Have you not heard?

				Has it not been declared to you

				from the beginning?

				Have you not considered

				the foundations of the earth?

				22 God is enthroned above the circle of the earth;

				its inhabitants are like grasshoppers.

				He stretches out the heavens like thin cloth

				and spreads them out like a tent to live in.

				23 He reduces princes to nothing

				and makes judges of the earth irrational.

				24 They are barely planted, barely sown,

				their stem hardly takes root in the ground

				when He blows on them and they wither,

				and a whirlwind carries them away like stubble.

				

				25 "Who will you compare Me to,

				or who is My equal?" asks the Holy One.

				26 Look upgf and see:

				who created these?

				He brings out the starry host by number;

				He calls all of them by name.

				Because of His great power and strength,

				not one of them is missing.

				

				27 Jacob, why do you say,

				and Israel, why do you assert:

				"My way is hidden from the Lord,

				and my claim is ignored by my God"?

				28 Do you not know?

				Have you not heard?

				•Yahweh is the everlasting God,

				the Creator of the whole earth.

				He never grows faint or weary;

				there is no limit to His understanding.

				29 He gives strength to the weary

				and strengthens the powerless.

				30 Youths may faint and grow weary,

				and young men stumble and fall,

				31 but those who trust in the Lord

				will renew their strength;

				they will soar on wings like eagles;

				they will run and not grow weary;

				they will walk and not faint.

				A Principle to Live By - Supernatural Enablement
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				#28 We are to draw continually on God's supernatural strength and power to enable us to walk worthy of our great calling in Christ. 

				About 250 years after Isaiah's time, a remnant of the Jews returned to Judea and Jerusalem from Babylonian captivity, but they were not welcomed by those who had inhabited the area. The walls that surrounded the city had been broken down and the gates had been burned. Morale was at an all-time low ebb. 

				Nehemiah developed a plan to rebuild the walls. More importantly, he challenged his fellow Jews to trust in God's strength and power to accomplish this incredible task (Neh 4:9). They completed the wall in a remarkable 52 days, and even Israel's enemies realized that this superhuman task had been accomplished through God's power (Neh 6:15-16).

				Isaiah understood God's compassionate and forgiving heart and His willingness to shepherd His people through this difficult period (Is 40:11). Furthermore, he knew God's willingness to energize His people and to protect them from their enemies (vv. 29-31). 

				In the New Testament, Paul prayed that the Ephesians might experience God's"power to us who believe, according to the working of His vast strength" (Eph 1:19). This is the same power that God demonstrated when He raised Jesus Christ from the dead and seated Him"at His right hand in the heavens" (Eph 1:20). It's also the same power that"made us alive with the Messiah. . . . and seated us in the heavens" (Eph 2:5-6). Furthermore, it's the same power and strength that can enable us to walk worthy of our great calling (Eph 3:16,20-21) and to be victorious over Satan, the enemy of our souls (Eph 6:10-11).  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the challenges in our lives as Christians when we need God's supernatural strength and power?

				

				

	

The Lord versus the Nations' Gods

				41 "Be silent before Me, islands!

				And let peoples renew their strength.

				Let them approach, then let them 
testify;

				let us come together for the trial.

				2 Who has stirred him up from the east?

				He calls righteousness to his feet.gg

				The Lord hands nations over to him,

				and he subdues kings.

				He makes them like dust with his sword,

				like wind-driven stubble with his bow.

				3 He pursues them, going on safely,

				hardly touching the path with his feet.

				4 Who has performed and done this,

				calling the generations from the beginning?

				I, •Yahweh, am the first,

				and with the last — I am He."

				

				5 The islands see and are afraid,

				the whole earth trembles.

				They approach and arrive.

				6 Each one helps the other,

				and says to another,"Take courage!"

				7 The craftsman encourages the metalworker;

				the one who flattens with the hammer

				supports the one who strikes the anvil,

				saying of the soldering,"It is good."

				He fastens it with nails so that it will not fall over.

				

				8 But you, Israel, My servant,

				Jacob, whom I have chosen,

				descendant of Abraham, My friend —

				9 I broughtgh you from the ends of the earth

				and called you from its farthest corners.

				I said to you: You are My servant;

				I have chosen you and not rejected you.

				10 Do not fear, for I am with you;

				do not be afraid, for I am your God.

				I will strengthen you; I will help you;

				I will hold on to you with My righteous right hand.(Review Is #19: God's Peace.)

				

				11 Be sure that all who are enraged against you

				will be ashamed and disgraced;

				those who contend with you

				will become as nothing and will perish.

				12 You will look for those who contend with you,

				but you will not find them.

				Those who war against you

				will become absolutely nothing.

				13 For I, Yahweh your God,

				hold your right hand

				and say to you: Do not fear,

				I will help you.

				14 Do not fear, you worm Jacob,

				you men gi of Israel:

				I will help you —

				this is the Lord's declaration.

				Your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel.

				15 See, I will make you into a sharp threshing 
board,

				new, with many teeth.

				You will thresh mountains and pulverize them

				and make hills into chaff.

				16 You will winnow them

				and a wind will carry them away,

				a gale will scatter them.

				But you will rejoice in the Lord;

				you will boast in the Holy One of Israel.

				

				17 The poor and the needy seek water, but there is none;

				their tongues are parched with thirst.

				I, Yahweh, will answer them;

				I, the God of Israel, will not forsake them.

				18 I will open rivers on the barren heights,

				and springs in the middle of the plains.

				I will turn the desert into a pool of water

				and dry land into springs of water.

				19 I will plant cedars in the desert,

				acacias, myrtles, and olive trees.

				I will put juniper trees in the desert,

				elms and cypress trees together,

				20 so that all may see and know,

				consider and understand,

				that the hand of the Lord has done this,

				the Holy One of Israel has created it.

				

				21 "Submit your case," says the Lord.

				"Present your arguments," says Jacob's King.

				22 "Let them come and tell us

				what will happen.

				Tell us the past events,

				so that we may reflect on them

				and know the outcome,

				or tell us the future.

				23 Tell us the coming events,

				then we will know that you are gods.

				Indeed, do something good or bad,

				then we will be in awe gj and perceive.

				24 Look, you are nothing

				and your work is worthless.

				Anyone who chooses you is detestable.

				

				25 "I have raised up one from the north, and he has come,

				one from the east who invokes My gk name.

				He will march over rulers as if they were mud,

				like a potter who treads the clay.

				26 Who told about this from the beginning,

				so that we might know,

				and from times past,

				so that we might say: He is right?

				No one announced it,

				no one told it,

				no one heard your words.

				27 I was the first to say to •Zion:gl

				Look! Here they are!

				And I gave a herald of good news to Jerusalem.

				28 When I look, there is no one;

				there is no counselor among them;

				when I ask them, they have nothing to say.

				29 Look, all of them are a delusion; gm

				their works are nonexistent;

				their images are wind and emptiness.

				A Principle to Live By - The One, True God
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				#29 When we are tempted to engage in idolatrous activities, we should carefully review who God is and what He has done for sinful humanity that false gods cannot do. 

				God spoke through the prophet Isaiah to remind Israel of His consistent acts of love and grace on their behalf, in the past and present as well as on into the future. In the past, He chose Abraham out of idolatry and promised him a"land," a"nation," and a"blessing." That land was Canaan, the nation descended from Jacob's 12 sons, and the blessing would be Christ the Redeemer who would provide salvation for the entire world (vv. 8-9; Gn 12:1-3).  (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				Though the children of Israel turned to idols again and again and experienced severe discipline, God never forgot His unconditional promise to Abraham. Even before His disobedient children were taken into Babylonian captivity, God revealed through Isaiah that He would raise up a deliverer (Is 41:2,25), Cyrus, king of Persia. God then challenged them to attempt to recall whether any dumb idol had ever done anything for them or accurately predicted the future (v. 26).

				Today, many people who claim to believe in the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are serving other gods. Paul described them as"lovers of self, lovers of money," and"lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding to the form of godliness but denying its power" (2Tm 3:1-5). Taking a lesson from Isaiah, we are to avoid these people lest we become like them, forgetting who God is and what He has done for us—and what He will do for us in the future. 

				Reflection and Response

				In what practical ways can we avoid the sin of idolatry that can so easily creep into our lives and keep us from being a witness in this world?  (See Ps #77:Avoiding Idolatry.)

				

				

	

The Servant's Mission

				42 "This is My Servant; I strengthen 
 Him,

				this is My Chosen One; I delight in Him.

				I have put My Spirit on Him;

				He will bring justice gn to the nations.

				2 He will not cry out or shout

				or make His voice heard in the streets.

				3 He will not break a bruised reed,

				and He will not put out a smoldering wick;

				He will faithfully bring justice.

				4 He will not grow weak or be discouraged

				until He has established justice on earth.

				The islands will wait for His instruction."

				

				5 This is what God, •Yahweh, says —

				who created the heavens and stretched them out,

				

				who spread out the earth and what comes from it,

				who gives breath to the people on it

				and lifego to those who walk on it —

				6 "I, Yahweh, have called You

				for a righteous purpose,gp

				and I will hold You by Your hand.

				I will keep You and appoint You

				to be a covenant for the people

				and a light to the nations,

				7 in order to open blind eyes,

				to bring out prisoners from the dungeon,

				and those sitting in darkness from the prison 
house.

				8 I am Yahweh, that is My name;

				I will not give My glory to another

				or My praise to idols.

				9 The past events have indeed happened.

				Now I declare new events;

				I announce them to you before they occur."

				A Principle to Live By - God's Witnesses
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				#30 As believers, our focus should be to shine as God's lights in this world. 

				Clearly this is a messianic section of Scripture. Matthew quoted Isaiah when the Pharisees plotted to kill Jesus because of His growing popularity. At that time the Savior"warned them not to make Him known, so that what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled" (Mt 12:16-17). 

				Once again, this Old Testament prophet did not differentiate between Christ's first coming as the suffering Savior and His second coming to"bring justice to the nations" on earth (Is 42:1). However, until He comes again and establishes"justice on earth" (v. 4), He has left us in this world to be His witnesses regarding His death, His resurrection, His ascension, and His intercessory and mediating ministry at the right hand of the Father (Ac 1:8).  (See Ac #1:Waiting and Working.)

				Jesus emphasized this great truth, using the same metaphor Isaiah used, which applied both to the children of Israel and to the church that had not yet come into existence: 

				You are the light of the world. A city situated on a hill cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp and puts it under a basket, but rather on a lampstand, and it gives light for all who are in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. (Mt 5:14-16) 

				Reflection and Response

				What keeps the church today from being God's light in the world as we should be?  (See Rm #27:Walking in the Light.)

				

				

	

A Song of Praise

				10 Sing a new song to the Lord;

				sing His praise from the ends of the earth,

				you who go down to the sea with all that fills it,

				you islands with yourgq inhabitants.

				11 Let the desert and its cities shout,

				the settlements where Kedar dwells cry aloud.

				Let the inhabitants of Sela sing for joy;

				let them cry out from the mountaintops.

				12 Let them give glory to the Lord

				and declare His praise in the islands.

				13 The Lord advances like a warrior;

				He stirs up His zeal like a soldier.

				He shouts, He roars aloud,

				He prevails over His enemies.

				

				14 "I have kept silent from ages past;

				I have been quiet and restrained Myself.

				But now, I will groan like a woman in labor,

				gasping breathlessly.

				15 I will lay waste mountains and hills

				and dry up all their vegetation.

				I will turn rivers into islands

				and dry up marshes.

				16 I will lead the blind by a way they did not know;

				I will guide them on paths they have not known.

				I will turn darkness to light in front of them

				and rough places into level ground.

				This is what I will do for them,

				and I will not forsake them.

				17 They will be turned back and utterly ashamed —

				those who trust in idols

				and say to metal-plated images:

				You are our gods!

				

	

Israel's Blindness and Deafness

				18 "Listen, you deaf!

				Look, you blind, so that you may see.

				19 Who is blind but My servant,

				or deaf like My messenger I am sending?

				Who is blind like My dedicated one,gr

				or blind like the servant of the Lord?

				20 Though seeing many things, gs you do not obey.

				Though his ears are open, he does not listen."

				

				21 The Lord was pleased, because of His 
righteousness,

				to magnify His instruction and make it glorious.

				22 But this is a people plundered and looted,

				all of them trapped in holes

				or imprisoned in dungeons.

				They have become plunder

				with no one to rescue them

				and loot, with no one saying,"Give it back!"

				23 Who among you will pay attention to this?

				Let him listen and obey in the future.

				24 Who gave Jacob to the robber,gt

				and Israel to the plunderers?

				Was it not the Lord?

				Have we not sinned against Him?

				They were not willing to walk in His ways,

				and they would not listen to His instruction.

				25 So He poured out on Jacob His furious anger

				and the power of war.

				It surrounded him with fire, but he did not know it;

				it burned him, but he paid no attention.gu

				

	

Restoration of Israel

				43 Now this is what the Lord says —

				the One who created you, Jacob,

				and the One who formed you, Israel —

				"Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;

				I have called you by your name; you are Mine.

				2 I will be with you

				when you pass through the waters,

				and when you pass through the rivers,

				they will not overwhelm you.

				You will not be scorched

				when you walk through the fire,

				and the flame will not burn you.

				3 For I •Yahweh your God,

				the Holy One of Israel, and your Savior,

				give Egypt as a ransom for you,

				•Cush and Seba in your place.

				4 Because you are precious in My sight

				and honored, and I love you,

				I will give people in exchange for you

				and nations instead of your life.

				5 Do not fear, for I am with you;

				I will bring your descendants from the east,

				and gather you from the west.

				6 I will say to the north: Give them up!

				and to the south: Do not hold them back!

				Bring My sons from far away,

				and My daughters from the ends of the earth —

				7 everyone called by My name

				and created for My glory.

				I have formed him; indeed, I have made him."
(Review Is #19: God's Peace)

				

				8 Bring out a people who are blind, yet have eyes,

				and are deaf, yet have ears.

				9 All the nations are gathered together, 

				and the peoples are assembled.

				Who among them can declare this,

				and tell us the former things?

				Let them present their witnesses

				to vindicate themselves,

				so that people may hear and say,"It is true."

				10 "You are My witnesses" —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				"and My servant whom I have chosen,

				so that you may know and believe Me

				and understand that I am He.

				No god was formed before Me,

				and there will be none after Me.

				11 I, I am Yahweh,

				and there is no other Savior but Me.

				12 I alone declared, saved, and proclaimed —

				and not some foreign godgv among you.

				So you are My witnesses" —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				"andgw I am God.

				13 Also, from today on I am He alone,

				and none can deliver from My hand.

				I act, and who can reverse it?"

				A Principle to Live By - The Only Way

				[image: Getz0769.png]

				#31 To be true to the total biblical story, we must believe and teach that putting faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is the only way for people to inherit eternal life.

				From Genesis to Revelation there's only one message:"There is no other Savior" but God's Son (v. 11; see also Jn 14:6). Though Old Testament believers did not understand the incarnation as we do, their salvation was based on Christ's future death and resurrection. They were saved by faith in the one and only true God who had promised a Savior. Listen to what Paul wrote about Abraham's salvation experience as well as ours:

				He did not waver in unbelief at God's promise but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, because he was fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform. Therefore, it was credited to him for righteousness. Now"it was credited" to him was not written for Abraham alone, but also for us. It will be credited to us who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. He was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification. Therefore, since we have been declared righteous by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. (Rm 4:20–5:1) 

				Reflection and Response

				How can we communicate the message of John 14:6 without appearing prideful to people who believe in universalism—a theology that teaches that all roads lead to eternal life?  (See Rv #34:Eternal Judgment.)

				

				

	

God's Deliverance of Rebellious Israel

				14 This is what the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel says:

				

				Because of you, I will send to Babylon

				and bring all of them as fugitives,gx

				even the Chaldeans in the ships in which 
they rejoice.gy

				15 I am Yahweh, your Holy One,

				the Creator of Israel, your King.

				

				16 This is what the Lord says —

				who makes a way in the sea,

				and a path through surging waters,

				17 who brings out the chariot and horse,

				the army and the mighty one together

				(they lie down, they do not rise again;

				they are extinguished, quenched like a wick) —

				18 "Do not remember the past events,

				pay no attention to things of old.

				19 Look, I am about to do something new;

				even now it is coming. Do you not see it?

				Indeed, I will make a way in the wilderness,

				rivers gz in the desert.

				20 The animals of the field will honor Me,

				jackals and ostriches,

				because I provide water in the wilderness,

				and rivers in the desert,

				to give drink to My chosen people.

				21 The people I formed for Myself

				will declare My praise.

				

				22 "But Jacob, you have not called on Me,

				because, Israel, you have become weary of Me.

				23 You have not brought Me your sheep for •burnt offerings

				or honored Me with your sacrifices.

				I have not burdened you with offerings

				or wearied you with incense.

				24 You have not bought Me aromatic cane with 
silver,

				or satisfied Me with the fat of your sacrifices.

				But you have burdened Me with your sins;

				you have wearied Me with your iniquities.

				

				25 "It is I who sweep away your transgressions

				for My own sake

				and remember your sins no more.

				26 Take Me to court; let us argue our case together.

				State your case, so that you may be vindicated.

				27 Your first father sinned,

				and your mediators have rebelled against Me.

				28 So I defiled the officers of the sanctuary,

				and •set Jacob apart for destruction

				and Israel for abuse.

				A Principle to Live By - Forgetting the Past

				[image: Getz0770.png]

				#32 As those who have been forgiven and cleansed by the blood of Christ, we are to forget the past and move forward.

				God wanted Israel to remember what He had done for them in spite of their failures and His subsequent discipline. However, He did not want the past to keep them from looking to the future with hope and encouragement. After their judgment, God was going to"do something new" (v. 19)—their return from captivity would give them a fresh beginning in carrying out God's redemptive purpose. 

				As believers under the new covenant, we are never to forget what God has done for us in providing a redemptive plan. However, we are not to allow our past sins to discourage us. In Christ we become new creations (2Co 5:17),"forgetting what is behind and reaching forward to what is ahead" (Php 3:13).  (See Php #10:Progressive Sanctification.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to differentiate between forgetting our past and repressing our past? 

				

				

	

Spiritual Blessing

				44 "And now listen, Jacob My servant,

				Israel whom I have chosen.

				2 This is the word of the Lord

				your Maker who formed you from the womb;

				Heha will help you:

				Do not fear; Jacob is My servant;

				I have chosen Jeshurun.

				3 For I will pour water on the thirsty land

				and streams on the dry ground;

				I will pour out My Spirit on your descendants

				and My blessing on your offspring.

				4 They will sprout among hb the grass

				like poplars by flowing streams.

				5 This one will say, 'I am the Lord's';

				another will call himself by the name of Jacob;

				still another will write on his hand, 'The Lord's,'

				and name himself by the name of Israel."

				

	

No God Other Than Yahweh

				6 This is what the Lord, the King of Israel and its Redeemer, the Lord of •Hosts, says:

				

				I am the first and I am the last.

				There is no God but Me.

				7 Who, like Me, can announce the future?

				Let him say so and make a case before Me,

				since I have established an ancient people.

				Let these gods declarehc the coming things,

				and what will take place.

				8 Do not be startled or afraid.

				Have I not told you and declared it long ago?

				You are my witnesses!

				Is there any God but Me?

				There is no other Rock; I do not know any.

				

				9 All who make idols are nothing,

				and what they treasure does not profit.

				Their witnesses do not see or know anything,

				so they will be put to shame.

				10 Who makes a god or casts a metal image

				for no profit?

				11 Look, all its worshipers will be put to shame,

				and the craftsmen are humans.

				They all will assemble and stand;

				they all will be startled and put to shame.  (See Ex #32:The Sin of Idolatry.)

				

				12 The ironworker labors over the coals,

				shapes the idol with hammers,

				and works it with his strong arm.

				Also he grows hungry and his strength fails;

				he doesn't drink water and is faint.

				13 The woodworker stretches out a measuring line,

				he outlines it with a stylus;

				he shapes it with chisels

				and outlines it with a compass.

				He makes it according to a human likeness,

				like a beautiful person,

				to dwell in a temple.

				14 He cuts downhd cedars for his use,

				or he takes a cypress or an oak.

				He lets it grow strong among the trees of the forest.

				He plants a laurel, and the rain makes it grow.

				15 It serves as fuel for man.

				He takes some of it and warms himself;

				also he kindles a fire and bakes bread;

				he even makes it into a god and worships it;

				he makes an idol from it and bows down to it.

				16 He burns half of it in a fire,

				and he roasts meat on that half.

				He eats the roast and is satisfied.

				He warms himself and says, "Ah!

				I am warm, I see the blaze."

				17 He makes a god or his idol with the rest of it.

				He bows down to it and worships;

				He prays to it,"Save me, for you are my god."

				18 Such peoplehe do not comprehend

				and cannot understand,

				for He has shut their eyeshf so they cannot see,

				and their minds so they cannot understand.

				19 No one reflects,

				no one has the perception or insight to say,

				"I burned half of it in the fire,

				I also baked bread on its coals,

				I roasted meat and ate.

				I will make something detestable with the rest of it,

				and I will bow down to a block of wood."

				20 He feeds onhg ashes.

				His deceived mind has led him astray,

				and he cannot deliver himself,

				or say,"Isn't there a lie in my right hand?"

				

				21 Remember these things, Jacob,

				and Israel, for you are My servant;

				I formed you, you are My servant;

				Israel, you will never be forgotten by Me. hh

				22 I have swept away your transgressions like a cloud,

				and your sins like a mist.

				Return to Me,

				for I have redeemed you.

				23 Rejoice, heavens, for the Lord has acted;

				shout, depths of the earth.

				Break out into singing, mountains,

				forest, and every tree in it.

				For the Lord has redeemed Jacob,

				and glorifies Himself through Israel.

				

	

Restoration of Israel through Cyrus

				24 This is what the Lord, your Redeemer who formed you from the womb, says:

				

				I am •Yahweh, who made everything;

				who stretched out the heavens by Myself;

				who alone spread out the earth;

				25 who destroys the omens of the false prophets

				and makes fools of diviners;

				who confounds the wise

				and makes their knowledge foolishness;

				26 who confirms the message of His servant

				and fulfills the counsel of His messengers;

				who says to Jerusalem,"She will be inhabited,"

				and to the cities of Judah,"They will be rebuilt,"

				and I will restore her ruins;

				27 who says to the depths of the sea,"Be dry,"

				and I will dry up your rivers;

				28 who says to Cyrus,"My shepherd,

				he will fulfill all My pleasure"

				and says to Jerusalem,"She will be rebuilt,"

				and of the temple,"Its foundation will be laid."

				45 The Lord says this to Cyrus, 
 His anointed,

				whose right hand I have grasped

				to subdue nations before him,

				to disarmhi kings,

				to open the doors before him

				and the gates will not be shut:

				A Principle to Live By - God's Sovereignty

				[image: Getz0771.png]

				#33 We are to understand and believe that God can use anyone or anything to achieve His divine purposes.

				When God decided to announce the future, He became very specific regarding the king who would deliver His people: Cyrus (45:1). Isaiah had already foreseen a man who would be"from the north" and"from the east" (41:25). Then the Lord revealed this man's name nearly two centuries before he conquered Babylon and the Medes. When the time came,"The Lord put it into the mind of King Cyrus," king of Persia, not only to assist the Jews that were returning to Judea, but also to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem (Ezr 1:1-4; see also 2Ch 
3:6,22-23).  (See Ezr #1:Our Sovereign God.)

				What is even more amazing is that God chose this pagan Gentile king to foreshadow Jesus Christ, the great Deliverer. Though we have no evidence Cyrus ever became a true believer, God identified him as His"shepherd" (Is 44:28) and His"anointed" (45:1), which can be translated"Messiah." Though Cyrus would be used of God to deliver Israel from Babylonian captivity, clearly Isaiah's two-fold description anticipated the coming of the Son of God who centuries later described Himself as the good shepherd who would give His life for the sheep (Jn 10:11). After Andrew had spent a day with Jesus, John recorded,

				He first found his own brother Simon and told him,"We have found the Messiah!" (which means"Anointed One"). (Jn 1:41) 

				Just as God raised up Pharaoh and caused him to release the children of Israel from servitude in Egypt, He raised up Cyrus to deliver His people from Babylonian captivity. Truly God can use anyone or anything to achieve His divine promises. 

				Reflection and Response

				What is the larger purpose God had in mind in using pagan kings to deliver His people? (Compare Is 44:6-8 with Rm 9:17.)  (See Rm #18:God's Sovereign Mercy.)

				

				2 "I will go before you

				and level the uneven places; hj

				I will shatter the bronze doors

				and cut the iron bars in two.

				3 I will give you the treasures of darkness

				and riches from secret places,

				so that you may know that I, •Yahweh,

				the God of Israel call you by your name.

				4 I call you by your name,

				because of Jacob My servant

				and Israel My chosen one.

				I give a name to you,

				though you do not know Me.

				5 I am Yahweh, and there is no other;

				there is no God but Me.

				I will strengthenhk you,

				though you do not know Me,

				6 so that all may know from the rising of the sun to its setting

				that there is no one but Me.

				I am Yahweh, and there is no other.

				7 I form light and create darkness,

				I make success and create disaster;

				I, Yahweh, do all these things.

				

				8 "Heavens, sprinkle from above,

				and let the skies shower righteousness.

				Let the earth open up

				so that salvation will sprout

				and righteousness will spring up with it.

				I, Yahweh, have created it.

				

				9 "Woe to the one who argues with his Maker —

				one clay pot among many.hl

				Does clay say to the one forming it,

				'What are you making?'

				Or does your work say,

				'He has no hands'?hm

				10 How absurd is the one who says to his father,

				'What are you fathering?'

				or to his mother,

				'What are you giving birth to? '"

				11 This is what the Lord,

				the Holy One of Israel and its Maker, says:

				"Ask Me what is to happen tohn My sons,

				and instruct Me about the work of My hands.

				12 I made the earth,

				and created man on it.

				It was My hands that stretched out the heavens,

				and I commanded all their host.

				13 I have raised him up in righteousness,

				and will level all roads for him.

				He will rebuild My city,

				and set My exiles free,

				not for a price or a bribe,"

				says the Lord of •Hosts.

				

	

God Alone is the Savior

				14 This is what the Lord says:

				

				The products of Egypt and the merchandise of •Cush

				and the Sabeans, men of stature,

				will come over to you

				and will be yours;

				they will follow you,

				they will come over in chains

				and bow down to you.

				They will confessho to you:

				God is indeed with you, and there is no other;

				there is no other God.

				

				15 Yes, You are a God who hides Himself,

				God of Israel, Savior.

				16 All of them are put to shame, even humiliated;

				the makers of idols go in humiliation together.

				17 Israel will be saved by the Lord

				with an everlasting salvation;

				you will not be put to shame or humiliated

				for all eternity.

				

				18 For this is what the Lord says —

				God is the Creator of the heavens.

				He formed the earth and made it.

				He established it;

				He did not create it to be empty,

				but formed it to be inhabited —

				"I am Yahweh,

				and there is no other.

				19 I have not spoken in secret,

				somewhere in a land of darkness.

				I did not say to the descendants of Jacob:

				Seek Me in a wasteland.

				I, Yahweh, speak truthfully;

				I say what is right.

				

				20 "Come, gather together,

				and draw near, you fugitives of the nations.

				Those who carry their wooden idols,

				and pray to a god who cannot save,

				have no knowledge.

				21 Speak up and present your casehp —

				yes, let them take counsel together.

				Who predicted this long ago?

				Who announced it from ancient times?

				Was it not I, Yahweh?

				There is no other God but Me,

				a righteous God and Savior;

				there is no one except Me.

				22 Turn to Me and be saved,

				all the ends of the earth.

				For I am God,

				and there is no other.

				23 By Myself I have sworn;

				Truth has gone from My mouth,

				a word that will not be revoked:

				Every knee will bow to Me,

				every tongue will swear allegiance.

				24 It will be said to Me: Righteousness and strength

				is only in the Lord."

				All who are enraged against Him

				will come to Him and be put to shame.

				25 All the descendants of Israel

				will be justified and find glory through the Lord.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Redemptive Plan

				[image: Getz0772.png]

				#34 We must understand that God chose Abraham from paganism in order to provide salvation for all nations of the world. 

				God in His sovereignty chose Abraham out of paganism to become a true believer and the father of all who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ (Rm 4:16-17). Here God revealed to Isaiah that His plan includes both Jews (Is 45:17) and Gentiles (v. 22). 

				In the New Testament church, even the apostles had a difficult time understanding that Gentiles were included. However, in a strategic meeting in Jerusalem, James referred to the Old Testament prophets and then quoted Amos to make the same point as Isaiah (Ac 15:15-17; Am 9:11-12).  (See Ac #19:The Sin of Prejudice.)

				Today, in the time of grace, those who believe willingly accept the lordship of Jesus Christ. Yet there will come a day when all people acknowledge the rule and reign of Jesus Christ. Paul foresaw this day and quoted Isaiah:

				For it is written: As I live, says the Lord, every knee will bow to Me, and every tongue will give praise to God. (Rm 14:11; cp. Is 45:23; see also Php 2:10-11.) 

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can we distinguish between our relationship with Christ today and His future earthly kingdom, when He will literally reign on earth and"every knee will bow" and"every tongue will swear allegiance" 
(Is 45:23)?

				

				

	

There is No One Like God

				46 Bel crouches; Nebo cowers.

				Their idols are consigned to beasts 
 and cattle.

				The images you carry are loaded,

				as a burden for the weary animal.

				2 The gods cower; they crouch together;

				they are not able to rescue the burden,

				but they themselves go into captivity.

				

				3 "Listen to Me, house of Jacob,

				all the remnant of the house of Israel,

				who have been sustained from the womb,

				carried along since birth.

				4 I will be the same until your old age,

				and I will bear you up when you turn gray.

				I have made you, and I will carry you;

				I will bear and save you.

				

				5 "Who will you compare Me or make Me equal to?

				Who will you measure Me with,

				so that we should be like each other?

				6 Those who pour out their bags of gold

				and weigh out silver on scales —

				they hire a goldsmith and he makes it into a god.

				Then they kneel and bow down to it.

				7 They lift it to their shoulder and bear it along;

				they set it in its place, and there it stands;

				it does not budge from its place.

				They cry out to it but it doesn't answer;

				it saves no one from his trouble.(Review Is #29: The One True God.)

				

				8 "Remember this and be brave;hq

				take it to heart, you transgressors!

				9 Remember what happened long ago,

				for I am God, and there is no other;

				I am God, and no one is like Me.

				10 I declare the end from the beginning,

				and from long ago what is not yet done,

				saying: My plan will take place,

				and I will do all My will.

				11 I call a bird of prey from the east,

				a man for My purpose from a far country.

				Yes, I have spoken; so I will also bring it about.

				I have planned it; I will also do it.

				12 Listen to me, you hardhearted,

				far removed from justice:

				13 I am bringing My justice near;

				it is not far away,

				and My salvation will not delay.

				I will put salvation in •Zion,

				My splendor in Israel.

				

	

The Fall of Babylon

				47 "Go down and sit in the dust,

				Virgin Daughter Babylon.

				Sit on the ground without a throne,

				Daughter Chaldea!

				For you will no longer be called pampered and spoiled.

				2 Take millstones and grind meal;

				remove your veil,

				strip off your skirt, bare your thigh,

				wade through the streams.

				3 Your nakedness will be uncovered,

				and your shame will be exposed.

				I will take vengeance;

				I will spare no one.hr

				4 The Holy One of Israel is our Redeemer;

				•Yahweh of •Hosts is His name.

				

				5 "Daughter Chaldea,

				sit in silence and go into darkness.

				For you will no longer be called mistress 
of kingdoms.

				6 I was angry with My people;

				I profaned My possession,

				and I placed them under your control.

				You showed them no mercy;

				you made your yoke very heavy on the elderly.

				7 You said, 'I will be the mistress forever.'

				You did not take these things to heart

				or think about their outcome.

				

				8 "So now hear this, lover of luxury,

				who sits securely,

				who says to herself,

				'I exist, and there is no one else.

				I will never be a widow

				or know the loss of children.'

				9 These two things will happen to you

				suddenly, in one day:

				loss of children and widowhood.

				They will happen to you in their entirety,

				in spite of your many sorceries

				and the potency of your spells.

				10 You were secure in your wickedness;

				you said, 'No one sees me.'

				Your wisdom and knowledge

				led you astray.

				You said to yourself,

				'I exist, and there is no one else.'

				11 But disaster will happen to you;

				you will not know how to avert it.

				And it will fall on you,

				but you will be unable to ward it off.hs

				Devastation will happen to you suddenly

				and unexpectedly.

				12 So take your stand with your spells

				and your many sorceries,

				which you have wearied yourself with from your youth.

				Perhaps you will be able to succeed;

				perhaps you will inspire terror!

				13 You are worn out with your many consultations.

				So let them stand and save you —

				the astrologers,ht who observe the stars,

				who predict monthly

				what will happen to you.

				14 Look, they are like stubble;

				fire burns them up.

				They cannot deliver themselves

				from the powerhu of the flame.

				This is not a coal for warming themselves,

				or a fire to sit beside!

				15 This is what they are to you —

				those who have wearied you

				and have traded with you from your youth —

				each wanders on his own way;

				no one can save you.

				

	

Israel Must Leave Babylon

				48 "Listen to this, house of Jacob —

				those who are called by the name 
 Israel

				and have descended fromhv Judah,

				who swear by the name of •Yahweh

				and declare the God of Israel,

				but not in truth or righteousness.

				2 For they are named after the Holy City,

				and lean on the God of Israel;

				His name is Yahweh of •Hosts.

				3 I declared the past events long ago;

				they came out of My mouth; I proclaimed them.

				Suddenly I acted, and they occurred.

				4 Because I know that you are stubborn,

				and your neck is ironhw

				and your forehead bronze,

				5 therefore I declared to you long ago.

				I announced it to you before it occurred,

				so you could not claim, 'My idol caused them;

				my carved image and cast idol control them.'

				6 You have heard it. Observe it all.

				Will you not acknowledge it?

				From now on I will announce new things to you,

				hidden things that you have not known.

				7 They have been created now, and not long ago;

				you have not heard of them before today,

				so you could not claim, 'I already knew them! '

				8 You have never heard; you have never known;

				For a long time your ears have not been open.

				For I knew that you were very treacherous,

				and were known as a rebel from birth.

				9 I will delay My anger for the honor of My name,

				and I will restrain Myself for your benefit and for My praise,

				so that you will not be destroyed.

				10 Look, I have refined you, but not as silver;

				I have testedhx you in the furnace of affliction.

				11 I will act for My own sake, indeed, My own,

				for how can I hy be defiled?

				I will not give My glory to another.

				

				12 "Listen to Me, Jacob,

				and Israel, the one called by Me:

				I am He; I am the first,

				I am also the last.

				13 My own hand founded the earth,

				and My right hand spread out the heavens;

				when I summoned them,

				they stood up together.

				14 All of you, assemble and listen!

				Who among the idolshz has declared these things?

				The Lord loves him;

				he will accomplish His will against Babylon,

				and His arm will be against the Chaldeans.

				15 I — I have spoken;

				yes, I have called him;

				I have brought him,

				and he will succeed in his mission.

				16 Approach Me and listen to this.

				From the beginning I have not spoken in secret;

				from the time anything existed, I was there."

				And now the Lord God

				has sent me and His Spirit.

				

				17 This is what the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel says:

				

				I am Yahweh your God,

				who teaches you for your benefit,

				who leads you in the way you should go.

				18 If only you had paid attention to My 
commands.

				Then your peace would have been like a river,

				and your righteousness like the waves of the sea.

				19 Your descendants would have been as countless as the sand,

				and the offspring of your body like its grains; 

				their name would not be cut off

				or eliminated from My presence.

				

				20 Leave Babylon,

				flee from the Chaldeans!

				Declare with a shout of joy,

				proclaim this,

				let it go out to the end of the earth;

				announce,

				"The Lord has redeemed His servant Jacob!"

				21 They did not thirst

				when He led them through the deserts;

				He made water flow for them from the rock;

				He split the rock, and water gushed out.

				22 "There is no peace for the wicked," says the Lord.

				A Principle to Live By - Godly Living

				[image: Getz0773.png]

				#35 We should study and teach biblical prophecy in order to help all believers live in the will of God.

				Isaiah's prophecies in chapters 46 to 48 relate to the judgment coming on Babylon. Daniel described in the fulfillment: in one day, the empire fell to the Medes and Persians 
(Dn 5:30-31). 

				Isaiah also had a pointed message for the children of Israel. God informed them long before they were ever captured by the Babylonians. Once God's prophecies came true—including their deliverance—would they believe that God is the only true God and listen to what He says? Sadly, they did not pay attention to His commands and did not experience His peace (48:18-22). 

				Today, among some Christian leaders the study of prophecy has become a fad, an intriguing endeavor. Unfortunately, some use this emphasis in Scripture to advance their own causes and popularity. Don't misunderstand! We should study prophecy. In fact, the apostle John has stated in Revelation, a great prophetic book,

				The one who reads this is blessed, and those who hear the words of this prophecy and keep what is written in it are blessed, because the time is near! (Rv 1:3) 

				However, when we study and teach prophecy, our purpose should be to lead more godly lives"while we wait for the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ" (Ti 2:11-13). This in turn becomes a dynamic witness in the world.  (Review Is #17: Prophetic Fulfillment)

				Reflection and Response

				How has the study of prophecy impacted your own life personally?

				

				

	

The Servant Brings Salvation

				49 Coastlands,ia listen to me;

				distant peoples, pay attention.

				The Lord called me before I was born.

				He named me while I was in my mother's womb.

				2 He made my words like a sharp sword;

				He hid me in the shadow of His hand.

				He made me like a sharpened arrow;

				He hid me in His quiver.

				3 He said to me,"You are My Servant, Israel;

				I will be glorified in him."

				4 But I myself said: I have labored in vain,

				I have spent my strength for nothing and futility;

				yet my vindication is with the Lord,

				and my reward is with my God.

				5 And now, says the Lord,

				who formed me from the womb to be His Servant,

				to bring Jacob back to Him

				so that Israel might be gathered to Him;

				for I am honored in the sight of the Lord,

				and my God is my strength —

				6 He says,

				"It is not enough for you to be My Servant

				raising up the tribes of Jacob

				and restoring the protected ones of Israel.

				I will also make you a light for the nations,

				to be My salvation to the ends of the earth."  (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				

				7 This is what the Lord,

				the Redeemer of Israel, his Holy One, says

				to one who is despised,

				to one abhorred by people,ib

				to a servant of rulers:

				"Kings will see and stand up,

				and princesic will bow down,

				because of the Lord, who is faithful,

				the Holy One of Israel — and He has chosen you."

				

				8 This is what the Lord says:

				

				I will answer you in a time of favor,

				and I will help you in the day of salvation.

				I will keep you, and I will appoint you

				to be a covenant for the people,

				to restore the land,

				to make them possess the desolate inheritances,

				9 saying to the prisoners: Come out,

				and to those who are in darkness: Show 
yourselves.

				They will feed along the pathways,

				and their pastures will be on all the barren 
heights.

				10 They will not hunger or thirst,

				the scorching heat or sun will not strike them;

				for their compassionate One will guide them,

				and lead them to springs of water.

				11 I will make all My mountains into a road,

				and My highways will be raised up.

				12 See, these will come from far away,

				from the north and from the west,id

				and from the land of Sinim. ie

				

				13 Shout for joy, you heavens!

				Earth, rejoice!

				Mountains break into joyful shouts!

				For the Lord has comforted His people,

				and will have compassion on His afflicted ones.

				

	

Zion Remembered

				14 •Zion says,"The Lord has abandoned me;

				The Lord has forgotten me!"

				15 "Can a woman forget her nursing child,

				or lack compassion for the child of her womb?

				Even if these forget,

				yet I will not forget you.

				16 Look, I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands;

				your walls are continually before Me.

				17 Your builders if hurry;

				those who destroy and devastate you will leave you.

				18 Look up, and look around.

				They all gather together; they come to you.

				As I live" —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				"you will wear all your childrenig as jewelry,

				and put them on as a bride does.

				19 For your waste and desolate places

				and your land marked by ruins —

				will now be indeed too small for the inhabitants,

				and those who swallowed you up will be far away.

				20 Yet as you listen, the children

				that you have been deprived of will say,

				'This place is too small for me;

				make room for me so that I may settle.'

				21 Then you will say within yourself,

				'Who fathered these for me?

				I was deprived of my children and unable 
to conceive,

				exiled and wandering —

				but who brought them up?

				See, I was left by myself —

				but these, where did they come from? '"ih

				

				22 This is what the Lord God says:

				

				Look, I will lift up My hand to the nations,

				and raise My banner to the peoples.

				They will bring your sons in their arms,

				and your daughters will be carried on their 
shoulders.

				23 Kings will be your foster fathers,

				and their queensii your nursing mothers.

				They will bow down to you

				with their faces to the ground,

				and lick the dust at your feet.

				Then you will know that I am •Yahweh;

				those who put their hope in Me

				will not be put to shame.

				

				24 Can the prey be taken from the mighty,

				or the captives of the righteous ij be delivered?

				25 For this is what the Lord says:

				"Even the captives of a mighty man will be taken,

				and the prey of a tyrant will be delivered;

				I will contend with the one who contends with you,

				and I will save your children.

				26 I will make your oppressors eat their own flesh,

				and they will be drunk with their own blood

				as with sweet wine.

				Then all flesh will know

				that I, Yahweh, am your Savior,

				and your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob."

				

				50 This is what the Lord says:

				

				Where is your mother's divorce certificate

				that I used to send her away?

				Or who were My creditors that I sold you to?

				Look, you were sold for your iniquities,

				and your mother was put away

				because of your transgressions.

				2 Why was no one there when I came?

				Why was there no one to answer when I called?

				Is My hand too short to redeem?

				Or do I have no power to deliver?

				Look, I dry up the sea by My rebuke;

				I turn the rivers into a wilderness;

				their fish rot because of lack of water

				and die of thirst.

				3 I dress the heavens in black

				and make •sackcloth their clothing.

				

	

The Obedient Servant

				4 The Lord God has given Me

				the tongue of those who are instructed

				to know how to sustain the weary with a word.

				He awakens Me each morning;

				He awakens My ear to listen like those being 
instructed.

				5 The Lord God has opened My ear,

				and I was not rebellious;

				I did not turn back.

				

				6 I gave My back to those who beat Me,

				and My cheeks to those who tore out My beard.

				I did not hide My face from scorn and spitting.

				7 The Lord God will help Me;

				therefore I have not been humiliated;

				therefore I have set My face like flint,

				and I know I will not be put to shame.

				8 The One who vindicates Me is near;

				who will contend with Me?

				Let us confront each other.ik

				Who has a case against Me?il

				Let him come near Me!

				9 In truth, the Lord God will help Me;

				who will condemn Me?

				Indeed, all of them will wear out like a garment;

				a moth will devour them.

				10 Who among you •fears the Lord,

				listening to the voice of His Servant?

				Who among you walks in darkness,

				and has no light?

				Let him trust in the name of •Yahweh;

				let him lean on his God.

				11 Look, all you who kindle a fire,

				who encircle yourselves with im firebrands;

				walk in the light of your fire

				and in the firebrands you have lit!

				This is what you'll get from My hand:

				you will lie down in a place of torment.

				A Principle to Live By - Trusting God

				[image: Getz0774.png]

				#36 To inherit salvation, we must depend on God, not on ourselves. 

				Though Isaiah used servant to refer to Israel as a nation, in chapters 49 and 50 he was describing the Messiah. Jesus Christ came into this world to provide redemption for all people, both Jews and Gentiles (49:6). Though He came first to the nation of Israel, when His own people rejected Him, He graciously welcomed all who would receive Him in faith (Jn 1:11-12).

				Though Jesus Christ will someday come a second time to rule and reign and to restore the children of Israel (Is 49:22-23), during His first appearance on earth He was rejected and suffered a cruel death. Matthew described historically what Isaiah had seen prophetically:

				Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus into headquarters and gathered the whole company around Him. They stripped Him and dressed Him in a scarlet military robe. They twisted together a crown of thorns, put it on His head, and placed a reed in His right hand. And they knelt down before Him and mocked Him:"Hail, King of the Jews!" Then they spit on Him, took the reed, and kept hitting Him on the head. When they had mocked Him, they stripped Him of the robe, put His clothes on Him, and led Him away to crucify Him. (Mt 27:27-31; see also Is 50:6.) 

				Isaiah prophesied that those who walk in darkness could either trust in God or try to walk in the light of their own"firebrands." Those who depend on their own fire end up in"torment" (v. 11). Today we know that Jesus Christ suffered so that those who trust in Him need not walk in darkness. Jesus' lesson was very similar to Isaiah's:

				Enter through the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the road is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who go through it. How narrow is the gate and difficult the road that leads to life, and few find it. 
(Mt 7:13-14; see also Is 50:10-11.) 

				Reflection and Response

				Why are so many people depending on their good works rather than God's grace to inherit eternal life?  (See Eph #4:God's Gift.)

				

				

	

Salvation for Zion

				51 Listen to Me, you who pursue 
 righteousness,

				you who seek the Lord:

				Look to the rock from which you were cut,

				and to the quarry from which you were dug.

				2 Look to Abraham your father,

				and to Sarah who gave birth to you in pain.

				When I called him, he was only one;

				I blessed him and made him many.  (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				3 For the Lord will comfort •Zion;

				He will comfort all her waste places,

				and He will make her wilderness like Eden,

				and her desert like the garden of the Lord.

				Joy and gladness will be found in her,

				thanksgiving and melodious song.

				

				4 Pay attention to Me, My people,

				and listen to Me, My nation;

				for instruction will come from Me,

				and My justice for a light to the nations.

				I will bring it about quickly.

				5 My righteousness is near,

				My salvation appears,

				and My arms will bring justice to the nations.

				The coastlandsin will put their hope in Me,

				and they will look to My strength.io  (See 1Th #10:Christ's Return.)

				6 Look up to the heavens,

				and look at the earth beneath;

				for the heavens will vanish like smoke,

				the earth will wear out like a garment,

				and its inhabitants will die like gnats.ip

				But My salvation will last forever,

				and My righteousness will never be 
shattered.  (See 2Pt #6:Motivation to Holiness.)

				

				7 Listen to Me, you who know righteousness,

				the people in whose heart is My instruction:

				do not fear disgrace by men,

				and do not be shattered by their taunts.

				8 For the moth will devour them like a garment,

				and the worm will eat them like wool.

				But My righteousness will last forever,

				and My salvation for all generations.

				

				9 Wake up, wake up!

				Put on the strength of the Lord's power.

				Wake up as in days past,

				as in generations of long ago.

				

				Wasn't it You who hacked •Rahab to pieces,

				who pierced the sea monster?

				10 Wasn't it You who dried up the sea,

				the waters of the great deep,

				who made the sea-bed into a road

				for the redeemed to pass over?

				11 And the redeemed of the Lord will return

				and come to Zion with singing,

				crowned with unending joy.

				Joy and gladness will overtake them,

				and sorrow and sighing will flee.

				

				12 I — I am the One who comforts you.

				Who are you that you should fear man who dies,

				or a son of man who is given up like grass?

				13 But you have forgotten the Lord, your Maker,

				who stretched out the heavens

				and laid the foundations of the earth.

				You are in constant dread all day long

				because of the fury of the oppressor,

				who has set himself to destroy.

				But where is the fury of the oppressor?

				14 The prisoneriq is soon to be set free;

				he will not die and go to the •Pit,

				and his food will not be lacking.

				15 For I am •Yahweh your God

				who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar —

				His name is Yahweh of •Hosts.

				16 I have put My words in your mouth,

				and covered you in the shadow of My hand,

				in order to plant ir the heavens,

				to found the earth,

				and to say to Zion,"You are My people."

				

				17 Wake yourself, wake yourself up!

				Stand up, Jerusalem,

				you who have drunk the cup of His fury

				from the hand of the Lord;

				you who have drunk the goblet to the dregs —

				the cup that causes people to stagger.

				18 There is no one to guide her

				among all the children she has raised;

				there is no one to take hold of her hand

				among all the offspring she has brought up.

				19 These two things have happened to you:

				devastation and destruction,

				famine and sword.

				Who will grieve for you?

				How can I is comfort you?

				20 Your children have fainted;

				they lie at the head of every street

				like an antelope in a net.

				They are full of the Lord's fury,

				the rebuke of your God.

				

				21 So listen to this, afflicted

				and drunken one — but not with wine.

				22 This is what your Lord says —

				Yahweh, even your God,

				who defends His people —

				"Look, I have removed

				the cup of staggering from your hand;

				that goblet, the cup of My fury.

				You will never drink it again.

				23 I will put it into the hands of your tormentors,

				who said to you:

				Lie down, so we can walk over you.

				You made your back like the ground,

				and like a street for those who walk on it.

				

				52 "Wake up, wake up;

				put on your strength, •Zion!

				Put on your beautiful garments,

				Jerusalem, the Holy City!

				For the uncircumcised and the •unclean

				will no longer enter you.

				2 Stand up, shake the dust off yourself!

				Take your seat, Jerusalem.

				Remove the bonds it from your neck,

				captive Daughter Zion."

				3 For this is what the Lord says:

				"You were sold for nothing,

				and you will be redeemed without silver."

				4 For this is what the Lord God says:

				"At first My people went down to Egypt to live there,

				then Assyria oppressed them without cause.iu

				5 So now what have I here" —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				"that My people are taken away for nothing?

				Its rulers wail" —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				"and My name is continually blasphemed all day long.

				6 Therefore My people will know My name;

				therefore they will know on that day

				that I am He who says:

				Here I am."

				

				7 How beautiful on the mountains

				are the feet of the herald,

				who proclaims peace,

				who brings news of good things,

				who proclaims salvation,

				who says to Zion,"Your God reigns!"

				8 The voices of your watchmen —

				they lift up their voices,

				shouting for joy together;

				for every eye will see

				when the Lord returns to Zion.

				

				9 Be joyful, rejoice together,

				you ruins of Jerusalem!

				For the Lord has comforted His people;

				He has redeemed Jerusalem.

				10 The Lord has displayed His holy arm

				in the sight of all the nations;

				all the ends of the earth will see

				the salvation of our God.

				

				11 Leave, leave, go out from there!

				Do not touch anything unclean;

				go out from her, purify yourselves,

				you who carry the vessels of the Lord.

				12 For you will not leave in a hurry,

				and you will not have to take flight;

				because the Lord is going before you,

				and the God of Israel is your rear guard.

				

	

The Servant's Suffering and Exaltation

				13 See, My Servant iv will act wisely;iw

				He will be raised and lifted up and greatly 
exalted.

				14 Just as many were appalled at You ix —

				His appearance was so disfigured

				that He did not look like a man,

				and His form did not resemble a human being —

				15 so He will sprinkleiy many nations. iz

				Kings will shut their mouths because of Him,

				For they will see what had not been told them,

				and they will understand what they had not heard.

				

				53 Who has believed 
 what we have heard?ja

				And who has the arm of the Lord been revealed to?

				2 He grew up before Him like a young plant

				and like a root out of dry ground.

				He didn't have an impressive form

				or majesty that we should look at Him,

				no appearance that we should desire Him.

				3 He was despised and rejected by men,

				a man of suffering who knew what sickness was.

				He was like someone people turned away from;jb

				He was despised, and we didn't value Him.

				

				4 Yet He Himself bore our sicknesses,

				and He carried our pains;

				but we in turn regarded Him stricken,

				struck down by God, and afflicted.

				5 But He was pierced because of our 
transgressions,

				crushed because of our iniquities;

				punishment for our peace was on Him,

				and we are healed by His wounds.

				6 We all went astray like sheep;

				we all have turned to our own way;

				and the Lord has punished Him

				forjc the iniquity of us all.

				

				7 He was oppressed and afflicted,

				yet He did not open His mouth.

				Like a lamb led to the slaughter

				and like a sheep silent before her shearers,

				He did not open His mouth.

				8 He was taken away because of oppression and judgment;

				and who considered His fate?jd

				For He was cut off from the land of the living;

				He was struck because of my people's rebellion.

				9 They je made His grave with the wicked

				and with a rich man at His death,

				although He had done no violence

				and had not spoken deceitfully.

				

				10 Yet the Lord was pleased to crush Him 
severely.jf

				Whenjg You make Him a •restitution offering,

				He will see His •seed, He will prolong His days,

				and by His hand, the Lord's pleasure will be 
accomplished.

				11 He will see it jh out of His anguish,

				and He will be satisfied with His knowledge.

				My righteous Servant will justify many,

				and He will carry their iniquities.

				12 Therefore I will give Himji the many as a 
portion,

				and He will receivejj the mighty as spoil,

				because He submitted Himself to death,

				and was counted among the rebels;

				yet He bore the sin of many

				and interceded for the rebels.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - God's Redemptive Story

				[image: Getz0775.png]

				#37 When we present the redemptive message, we should use Old Testament passages to support and clarify New Testament truth.

				No Old Testament passage has been more quoted by New Testament authors. Without question, God enabled Isaiah to foresee the suffering Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

				
						Paul quoted Isaiah when he wrote that his desire was"to evangelize where Christ has not been named" (Rm 15:20-21; see Is 52:15b).

						John quoted Isaiah when many people, in spite of the various miracles Jesus performed,"did not believe in Him" (Jn 12:37-38; see Is 53:1a).

						Matthew quoted Isaiah when he recorded that Jesus"healed all who were sick" (Mt 8:14-17; see Is 53:4a).

						Peter quoted Isaiah to encourage believers who were enduring"grief from suffering unjustly" (1Pt 2:19; see 1 Pt 2:22,24,25; Is 53:5,6,9).

				

				Luke's account of Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch is the most dramatic reference to this Old Testament passage. This"high official" was returning from worshiping in Jerusalem (Ac 8:27). A God-fearing Gentile, he was"reading the prophet Isaiah" (Ac 8:28). Philip, prompted by the Holy Spirit, began to walk alongside him and asked the eunuch if he understood what he was reading.

				Now the Scripture passage he was reading was this: He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb is silent before its shearer, so He does not open His mouth. In His humiliation justice was denied Him. Who will describe His generation? For His life is taken from the earth. (Ac 8:32-33; see also Is 53:7-8.)

				The eunuch asked Philip who Isaiah was describing. Philip's response epitomizes the principle that emerges from this Old Testament passage:

				So Philip proceeded to tell him the good news about Jesus, beginning from that Scripture. (Ac 8:35; see also Lk 24:26-27.)  (See Jr #42:Prophetic Fulfillment.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to consider both Old and New Testament passages when presenting the message of Christ?

				

				

	

Future Glory for Israel

				54 "Rejoice, childless one, who did not 
 give birth;

				burst into song and shout,

				you who have not been in labor!

				For the children of the forsaken one will be more

				than the children of the married woman,"

				says the Lord.

				2 "Enlarge the site of your tent,

				and let your tent curtains be stretched out;

				do not hold back;

				lengthen your ropes,

				and drive your pegs deep.

				3 For you will spread out to the right and to the left,

				and your descendants will dispossess nations

				and inhabit the desolate cities.

				

				4 "Do not be afraid, for you will not be put to shame;

				don't be humiliated, for you will not be 
disgraced.

				For you will forget the shame of your youth,

				and you will no longer remember

				the disgrace of your widowhood.

				5 Indeed, your husband is your Maker —

				His name is •Yahweh of •Hosts —

				and the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer;

				He is called the God of all the earth.

				6 For the Lord has called you,

				like a wife deserted and wounded in spirit,

				a wife of one's youth when she is rejected,"

				says your God.

				7 "I deserted you for a brief moment,

				but I will take you back with great compassion.

				8 In a surge of anger

				I hid My face from you for a moment,

				but I will have compassion on you

				with everlasting love,"

				says the Lord your Redeemer.

				9 "For this is like the days jk of Noah to Me:

				when I swore that the waters of Noah

				would never flood the earth again,

				so I have sworn that I will not be angry with you

				or rebuke you.

				10 Though the mountains move

				and the hills shake,

				My love will not be removed from you

				and My covenant of peace will not be shaken,"

				says your compassionate Lord.  (See Gn #12:Common Grace.)

				

				11 "Poor Jerusalem, storm-tossed, and not 
comforted,

				I will set your stones in black mortar,jl

				and lay your foundations in sapphires.jm

				12 I will make your fortificationsjn out of rubies,

				your gates out of sparkling stones,

				and all your walls out of precious stones.

				13 Then all your children will be taught by the Lord,

				their prosperity will be great,

				14 and you will be established

				on a foundation of righteousness.

				You will be far from oppression,

				you will certainly not be afraid;

				you will be far from terror,

				it will certainly not come near you.

				15 If anyone attacks you,

				it is not from Me;

				whoever attacks you

				will fall before you.

				16 Look, I have created the craftsman

				who blows on the charcoal fire

				and produces a weapon suitable for its task;

				and I have created the destroyer to cause havoc.

				17 No weapon formed against you will succeed,

				and you will refute any accusationjo

				raised against you in court.

				This is the heritage of the Lord's servants,

				and their righteousness is from Me."

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

	

Come to the Lord

				55 "Come, everyone who is thirsty,

				come to the waters;

				and you without money,

				come, buy, and eat!

				Come, buy wine and milk

				without money and without cost!

				2 Why do you spend money on what is not food,

				and your wages on what does not satisfy?

				Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good,

				and you will enjoy the choicest of foods.jp

				3 Pay attention and come to Me;

				listen, so that you will live.

				I will make an everlasting covenant with you,

				the promises assured to David.

				4 Since I have made him a witness to the peoples,

				a leader and commander for the peoples,

				5 so you will summon a nation you do not know,

				and nations who do not know you will run 
to you.

				For the Lord your God,

				even the Holy One of Israel,

				has glorified you."

				

				6 Seek the Lord while He may be found;

				call to Him while He is near.

				7 Let the wicked one abandon his way

				and the sinful one his thoughts;

				let him return to the Lord,

				so He may have compassion on him,

				and to our God, for He will freely forgive.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Seeking God
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				#38 To experience true satisfaction in this life and the glories of the life to come, we are to hunger and thirst after spiritual food just as we hunger and thirst after natural food.

				Much of this section of Isaiah relates to the promises God made to the children of Israel. However, it includes powerful truths that apply to the lives of all believers today—both Jew and Gentile—who need to recognize their spiritual needs and realize that God can satisfy them.

				When Jesus came, like Isaiah He used natural desires to illustrate this spiritual principle 
(v. 1). For example, He said,

				Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness are blessed, for they will be filled. (Mt 5:6) 

				When Jesus met the Samaritan woman at the well, He said,

				Everyone who drinks from this water will get thirsty again. But whoever drinks from the water that I will give him will never get thirsty again—ever! In fact, the water I will give him will become a well of water springing up within him for eternal life. (Jn 4:13-14) 

				And when Jesus addressed those He had fed with the miraculous multiplication of bread and fish, He said,

				I am the bread of life, . . . No one who comes to Me will ever be hungry, and no one who believes in Me will ever be thirsty again. (Jn 6:35) 

				Reflection and Response

				What other natural needs did Jesus use to illustrate the importance of meeting our spiritual needs?

				

				8 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts,

				and your ways are not My ways."

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				9 "For as heaven is higher than earth,

				so My ways are higher than your ways,

				and My thoughts than your thoughts.

				10 For just as rain and snow fall from heaven

				and do not return there

				without saturating the earth

				and making it germinate and sprout,

				and providing seed to sow

				and food to eat,

				11 so My word that comes from My mouth

				will not return to Me empty,

				but it will accomplish what I please

				and will prosper in what I send it to do."

				

				12 You will indeed go out with joy

				and be peacefully guided;

				the mountains and the hills will break into singing before you,

				and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.

				13 Instead of the thornbush, a cypress will come up,

				and instead of the brier, a myrtle will come up;

				it will make a name for •Yahweh

				as an everlasting sign that will not be destroyed.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Omniscience and Omnipotence 
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				#39 When we encounter what appear to be impossible tasks and insurmountable obstacles, we are to remember that God is not limited by our human perspectives.

				In the immediate context, God was appealing to the children of Israel to exchange their human thoughts and ways for His and to seek His divine help. However, Paul broadened this concept for the total family of God. He was particularly overwhelmed with God's great salvation plan that includes both Jews and Gentiles. Consequently, he shared these words of exaltation involving much more than the earthly promises to Israel. If God has power to save all those who call upon Him, He can use that same power to do more for us than we can possibly comprehend:

				Now to Him who is able to do above and beyond all that we ask or think according to the power that works in us—to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. (Eph 3:20-21)  (See Rm #21:Christ-Centered Worship.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of life's challenges we all face that are encompassed in Paul's great benediction in his letter to the Ephesians? (See Eph 3:20-21.)

				

				

	

A House of Prayer for All

				56 This is what the Lord says:

				

				Preserve justice and do what is right,

				for My salvation is coming soon,

				and My righteousness will be revealed.

				2 Happy is the man who does this,

				anyone who maintains this,

				who keeps the Sabbath without desecrating it,

				and keeps his hand from doing any evil.

				

				3 No foreigner who has joined himself to the Lord

				should say,

				"The Lord will exclude me from His people";

				and the eunuch should not say,

				"Look, I am a dried-up tree."

				4 For the Lord says this:

				"For the eunuchs who keep My Sabbaths,

				and choose what pleases Me,

				and hold firmly to My covenant,

				5 I will give them, in My house and within My walls,

				a memorial and a name

				better than sons and daughters.

				I will give each of them an everlasting name

				that will never be cut off.

				6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord

				minister to Him, love the name of •Yahweh

				and become His servants,

				all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it

				and who hold firmly to My covenant —

				7 I will bring them to My holy mountain

				and let them rejoice in My house of prayer.

				Their •burnt offerings and sacrifices

				will be acceptable on My altar,

				for My house will be called a house of prayer

				for all nations."

				8 This is the declaration of the Lord God,

				who gathers the dispersed of Israel:

				"I will gather to them still others

				besides those already gathered."

				A Principle to Live By - Reflecting Christ's Character
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				#40 As God's living temple today, we are to reflect the character of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

				God chose Israel to be a witness of His grace and holiness to all people. The temple in Jerusalem was to be a"house of prayer for all nations" (v. 7). 

				Sadly, both in Isaiah's day and when Jesus walked the earth, God's people failed to fulfill His purpose in their lives. In fact, when visiting the temple in Jerusalem, Jesus quoted Isaiah and Jeremiah as He overturned the tables of the money changers:

				It is written, My house will be a house of prayer, but you have made it a den of thieves! (Lk 19:46; see also Is 56:7; Jr 7:11; Mt 21:13; Mk 11:17.) 

				Believers today are beautifully described as God's temple in Peter's first letter:

				You yourselves, as living stones, are being built into a spiritual house for a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. (1Pt 2:5)  (See 1Pt #5:A Holy People.)

				As God's temple, we are to emulate the grace and holiness of our Savior.

				Reflection and Response

				How can we avoid desecrating God's temple (the church) of Jesus Christ? (Compare Peter's statement in 1Pt 2:5 with Paul's exhortation in Rm 12:1-2.) 

				

				

	

Unrighteous Leaders Condemned

				9 All you animals of the field and forest,

				come and eat!

				10 Israel'sjq watchmen are blind, all of them,

				they know nothing;

				all of them are mute dogs,

				they cannot bark;

				they dream, lie down,

				and love to sleep.

				11 These dogs have fierce appetites;

				they never have enough.

				And they are shepherds

				who have no discernment;

				all of them turn to their own way,

				every last one for his own gain.

				12 "Come, let me get some wine,

				let's guzzle some beer;

				and tomorrow will be like today,

				only far better!"

				

				57 The righteous one perishes,

				and no one takes it to heart;

				faithful men are swept away,

				with no one realizing

				that the righteous one is swept away

				from the presencejr of evil.

				2 He will enter into peace —

				they will rest on their beds —

				everyone who lives uprightly.

				

	

Pagan Religion Denounced

				3 But come here,

				you sons of a sorceress,

				offspring of an adulterer and a prostitute!js

				4 Who is it you are mocking?

				Who is it you are opening your mouth

				and sticking out your tongue at?

				Isn't it you, you rebellious children,

				you race of liars,

				5 who burn with lust among the oaks,

				under every green tree,

				who slaughter children in the •wadis

				below the clefts of the rocks?

				6 Your portion is among the smooth stones of the wadi;

				indeed, they are your lot.

				You have even poured out a •drink offering to them;

				you have offered a •grain offering;

				should I be satisfied with these?

				7 You have placed your bed

				on a high and lofty mountain;

				you also went up there to offer sacrifice.

				8 You have set up your memorial

				behind the door and doorpost.

				For away from Me, you stripped,

				went up, and made your bed wide,

				and you have made a bargainjt for yourself with them.

				You have loved their bed;

				you have gazed on their genitals.ju  (See Nm #32:Idolatry and Immorality.)

				9 You went to the king with oil

				and multiplied your perfumes;

				you sent your couriers far away

				and sent them down even to •Sheol.

				10 You became weary on your many journeys,

				but you did not say,"I give up!"

				You found a renewal of your strength;jv

				therefore you did not grow weak.

				11 Who was it you dreaded and feared,

				so that you lied and didn't remember Me

				or take it to heart?

				Have I not kept silent for such a long time jw

				and you do not •fear Me?

				12 I will expose your righteousness,

				and your works — they will not profit you.

				13 When you cry out,

				let your collection of idols deliver you!

				The wind will carry all of them off,

				a breath will take them away.

				But whoever takes refuge in Me

				will inherit the land

				and possess My holy mountain.

				

	

Healing and Peace

				14 He said,

				"Build it up, build it up, prepare the way,

				remove every obstacle from My people's way."

				15 For the High and Exalted One

				who lives forever, whose name is Holy says this:

				"I live in a high and holy place,

				and with the oppressed and lowly of spirit,

				to revive the spirit of the lowly

				and revive the heart of the oppressed.(Review Is #44: The Day of Grace.)

				16 For I will not accuse you forever,

				and I will not always be angry;

				for then the spirit would grow weak before Me,

				even the breath of man, which I have made.

				17 Because of his sinful greed I was angry,

				so I struck him; I was angry and hid;jx

				but he went on turning back to the desires of his heart.

				18 I have seen his ways, but I will heal him;

				I will lead him and restore comfort

				to him and his mourners,

				19 creating words of praise."jy

				The Lord says,

				"Peace, peace to the one who is far or near,

				and I will heal him.

				20 But the wicked are like the storm-tossed sea,

				for it cannot be still,

				and its waters churn up mire and muck.

				21 There is no peace for the wicked,"

				says my God.

				A Principle to Live By - Christ Our Peace

				#41 All people, regardless of their ethnic backgrounds, social status, gender, or race, should seek to be at peace with God through the reconciling ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ.

				[image: Getz0779.png]

				God offers true peace to those who give up their turbulent wicked lifestyles and turn to Him. Paul used similar language when writing to Gentile believers to assure them that they were one in Christ with Jewish believers:

				At that time you were without the Messiah, excluded from the citizenship of Israel, and 
foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus, you who were far away have been brought near by the blood of the Messiah. For He is our peace, who made both groups one and tore down the dividing wall of hostility. (Eph 2:12-14)  (See Eph #5:Oneness in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				What is the difference between peace with God and the peace of God? (Compare Rm 5:1 with Php 4:6-7.)  (Review Is #19: God's Peace)

				

				

	

True Fasting

				58 "Cry out loudly,jz don't hold back!

				Raise your voice like a trumpet.

				Tell My people their transgression

				and the house of Jacob their sins.

				2 They seek Me day after day

				and delight to know My ways,

				like a nation that does what is right

				and does not abandon the justice of their God.

				They ask Me for righteous judgments;

				they delight in the nearness of God."

				3 "Why have we fasted, but You have not seen?

				We have denied ourselves, but You haven't noticed!"

				"Look, you do as you please on the day of your fast,

				and oppress all your workers.

				4 You fast with contention and strife

				to strike viciously with your fist.

				You cannot fast as you do today,

				hoping to make your voice heard on high.

				5 Will the fast I choose be like this:

				A day for a person to deny himself,

				to bow his head like a reed,

				and to spread out •sackcloth and ashes?

				Will you call this a fast

				and a day acceptable to the Lord?

				6 Isn't the fast I choose:

				To break the chains of wickedness,

				to untie the ropes of the yoke,

				to set the oppressed free,

				and to tear off every yoke?

				7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,

				to bring the poor and homeless into your house,

				to clothe the naked when you see him,

				and not to ignoreka your own flesh and blood?(See Jms #7: Good Works.)

				8 Then your light will appear like the dawn,

				and your recovery will come quickly.

				Your righteousness will go before you,

				and the Lord's glory will be your rear guard.

				9 At that time, when you call, the Lord will 
answer;

				when you cry out, He will say, 'Here I am.'

				If you get rid of the yoke among you,kb

				the finger-pointing and malicious speaking,

				10 and if you offer yourself kc to the hungry,

				and satisfy the afflicted one,

				then your light will shine in the darkness,

				and your night will be like noonday.

				11 The Lord will always lead you,

				satisfy you in a parched land,

				and strengthen your bones.

				You will be like a watered garden

				and like a spring whose waters never run dry.

				12 Some of you will rebuild the ancient ruins;

				you will restore the foundations laid long ago;kd

				you will be called the repairer of broken walls,

				the restorer of streets where people live.

				

				13 "If you keep from desecratingke the Sabbath,

				from doing whatever you want on My holy day;

				if you call the Sabbath a delight,

				and the holy day of the Lord honorable;

				if you honor it, not going your own ways,

				seeking your own pleasure, or talking too much;kf

				14 then you will delight yourself in the Lord,

				and I will make you ride over the heights of the land,

				and let you enjoy the heritage of your father 
Jacob."

				For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

				A Principle to Live By - Proper Prayers

				#42 To have an effective prayer life, we are to live consistent Christian lives.
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				The children of Israel expected God to respond to their prayers because they were fasting. However, while engaging in this ritualistic behavior, they were mistreating their fellow Israelites and desecrating the Sabbath. If they expected God to answer when they called, they needed to keep His commands.  (See Mt #14:Honoring God.)

				Under the new covenant, we are never commanded to fast nor are we under obligation 
to keep the Sabbath. However, we are to live in the will of God as outlined in the New Testament if we expect Him to respond to our prayers. James wrote,

				You ask and don't receive because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your evil desires. (Jms 4:3) 

				And Peter applied this principle to Christian husbands who mistreat their wives:

				Husbands, in the same way, live with your wives with an understanding of their weaker nature yet showing them honor as coheirs of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered. (1Pt 3:7)  (See 1Pt #8:Marital Relationships.)

				Reflection and Response

				Since none of us can live perfect, sinless lives, how can we keep this principle regarding hindered prayers from becoming discouraging?

				

				

	

Sin and Redemption

				59 Indeed, the Lord's hand is not 
 too short to save,

				and His ear is not too deaf to hear.

				2 But your iniquities have built barriers

				between you and your God,

				and your sins have made Him hide His face from you

				so that He does not listen.

				3 For your hands are defiled with blood

				and your fingers, with iniquity;

				your lips have spoken lies,

				and your tongues mutter injustice.

				4 No one makes claims justly;

				no one pleads honestly.

				They trust in empty and worthless words;

				they conceive trouble and give birth to iniquity.

				5 They hatch viper's eggs

				and weave spider's webs.

				Whoever eats their eggs will die;

				crack one open, and a viper is hatched.

				6 Their webs cannot become clothing,

				and they cannot cover themselves with their works.

				Their works are sinful works,

				and violent acts are in their hands.

				7 Their feet run after evil,

				and they rush to shed innocent blood.

				Their thoughts are sinful thoughts;

				ruin and wretchedness are in their paths.

				8 They have not known the path of peace,

				and there is no justice in their ways.

				They have made their roads crooked;

				no one who walks on them will know peace.  (See Rm #3:Sin's Devastating Results.)

				

				9 Therefore justice is far from us,

				and righteousness does not reach us.

				We hope for light, but there is darkness;

				for brightness, but we live in the night.

				10 We grope along a wall like the blind;

				we grope like those without eyes.

				We stumble at noon as though it were twilight;

				we are like the dead among those who are healthy.

				11 We all growl like bears

				and moan like doves.

				We hope for justice, but there is none;

				for salvation, but it is far from us.

				12 For our transgressions have multiplied 
before You,

				and our sins testify against us.

				For our transgressions are with us,

				and we know our iniquities:

				13 transgression and deception against the Lord,

				turning away from following our God,

				speaking oppression and revolt,

				conceiving and uttering lying words from the heart.

				14 Justice is turned back,

				and righteousness stands far off.

				For truth has stumbled in the public square,

				and honesty cannot enter.

				15 Truth is missing,

				and whoever turns from evil is plundered.

				

				The Lord saw that there was no justice,

				and He was offended.

				16 He saw that there was no man —

				He was amazed that there was no one interceding;

				so His own arm brought salvation,

				and His own righteousness supported Him.

				17 He put on righteousness like a breastplate,

				and a helmet of salvation on His head;

				He put on garments of vengeance for clothing,

				and He wrapped Himself in zeal as in a cloak.  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				18 So He will repay according to their deeds:

				fury to His enemies,

				retribution to His foes,

				and He will repay the coastlands.

				19 They will •fear the name of •Yahweh in the west

				and His glory in the east;

				for He will come like a rushing stream

				driven by the wind of the Lord.

				20 "The Redeemer will come to •Zion,

				and to those in Jacob who turn from 
transgression."

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				21 "As for Me, this is My covenant with them," says the Lord:"My Spirit who is on you, and My words that I have put in your mouth, will not depart from your mouth, or from the mouth of your children, or from the mouth of your children's children, from now on and forever," says the Lord.  (See Jr #34:The New Covenant.)

				

	

The Lord's Glory in Zion

				60 Arise, shine, for your light 
 has come,

				and the glory of the Lord shines over you.

				2 For look, darkness covers the earth,

				and total darkness the peoples;

				but the Lord will shine over you,

				and His glory will appear over you.

				3 Nations will come to your light,

				and kings to the brightness of your radiance.

				4 Raise your eyes and look around:

				they all gather and come to you;

				your sons will come from far away,

				and your daughters will be carried on the hip.

				5 Then you will see and be radiant,

				and your heart will tremble and rejoice,kg

				because the riches of the sea will become yours

				and the wealth of the nations will come to you.

				6 Caravans of camels will cover your landkh —

				young camels of Midian and Ephah —

				all of them will come from Sheba.

				They will carry gold and frankincense

				and proclaim the praises of the Lord.

				7 All the flocks of Kedar will be gathered to you;

				the rams of Nebaioth will serve you

				and go up on My altar as an acceptable 
sacrifice.

				I will glorify My beautiful house.  (Review Is #3: The Messiah's Reign.)

				

				8 Who are these who fly like a cloud,

				like doves to their shelters?

				9 Yes, the islands will wait for Me

				with the ships of Tarshish in the lead,

				to bring your children from far away,

				their silver and gold with them,

				for the honor of the Lord your God,

				

				the Holy One of Israel,

				who has glorified you.

				10 Foreigners will build up your walls,

				and their kings will serve you.

				Although I struck you in My wrath,

				yet I will show mercy to you with My favor.

				11 Your gates will always be open;

				they will never be shut day or night

				so that the wealth of the nations

				may be brought into you,

				with their kings being led in procession.

				12 For the nation and the kingdom

				that will not serve you will perish;

				those nations will be annihilated.

				13 The glory of Lebanon will come to you —

				its pine, fir, and cypress together —

				to beautify the place of My sanctuary,

				and I will glorify My dwelling place.ki

				14 The sons of your oppressors

				will come and bow down to you;

				all who reviled you

				will fall facedown at your feet.

				They will call you the City of the Lord,

				•Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

				15 Instead of your being deserted and hated,

				with no one passing through,

				I will make you an object of eternal pride,

				a joy from age to age.

				16 You will nurse on the milk of nations,

				and nurse at the breast of kings;

				you will know that I, •Yahweh, am your Savior

				and Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.

				

				17 I will bring gold instead of bronze;

				I will bring silver instead of iron,

				bronze instead of wood,

				and iron instead of stones.

				I will appoint peace as your guard

				and righteousness as your ruler.

				18 Violence will never again be heard of in your land;

				devastation and destruction

				will be gone from your borders.

				But you will name your walls salvation

				and your gates, praise.

				19 The sun will no longer be your light by day,

				and the brightness of the moon will not shine on you;

				but the Lord will be your everlasting light,

				and your God will be your splendor.

				20 Your sun will no longer set,

				and your moon will not fade;

				for the Lord will be your everlasting light,

				and the days of your sorrow will be over.

				21 Then all your people will be righteous;

				they will possess the land forever;

				

				they are the branch I planted,

				the work of My kj hands,

				so that I may be glorified.

				22 The least will become a thousand,

				the smallest a mighty nation.

				I am Yahweh;

				I will accomplish it quickly in its time.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Prophetic Plan

				[image: Getz0781.png]

				#43 In interpreting prophecy, we must remember that no single author of Scripture had a complete and definitive understanding of all aspects of God's overall plan from eternity to eternity.

				As we've noted, Isaiah often did not differentiate between near and distant prophetic events—such as the Jews returning to their land from Babylonian captivity and their ultimate return in association with Christ's second coming. Furthermore, he did not always differentiate between events associated with Christ's first coming and His second coming (see chapter 61).

				Similarly, Isaiah did not differentiate clearly between Christ's reign on earth in Jerusalem and the events associated with the new"Jerusalem" that the apostle John saw"coming down out of heaven from God" (Rv 21:10). For example, when Isaiah revealed that"the Lord will be your everlasting light" in the same context as Israel's regathering (Is 60:19), is this the same environment John described when he wrote,"The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, because God's glory illuminates it, and its lamp is the Lamb" (Rv 21:23)?

				The Holy Spirit has left us with questions regarding specific details of Christ's second coming, the judgments to follow, Christ's future reign, and"a new heaven and a new earth" (Rv 21:1). However, He has revealed some clear and indisputable truths.

				
						Christ will return a second time, and it could happen at any time. In fact, John concluded his prophecy with these words of Jesus:"Look! I am coming quickly!" (Rv 22:7,12).  (See 1Th #10:Christ's Return.)

						Though"the Day of the Lord will come like a thief," we should help unbelievers understand that His current delay is so that they can be saved by putting their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (2Pt 
3:8-10).  (See 2Pt #5:Looking for Christ's Return.)

						As believers, we should always be prepared for Christ's return by increasingly living"in a sensible, righteous, and godly way in the present age" (Ti 2:11-13).  (See Ti #6:Motivated by God's Grace)

						As Christians we are to read what God has recorded, listen carefully, and obey the instructions we find there. If we do, we will be especially blessed (Rv 1:3).  (See 1Jn #8:The Second Coming.)

				

				Because there is—by divine design—an element of ambiguity regarding prophetic details, we must earnestly accept the challenging biblical injunction to be unified in Christ. Jesus prayed for this oneness so that the world would know that He came from God to bring salvation. Paul gave us an inspiring exhortation that helps Christians of all time apply what Jesus prayed for:

				Therefore I, the prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk worthy of the calling you have received, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, accepting one another in love, diligently keeping the unity of the Spirit with the peace that binds us. (Eph 4:1-3) 

				Reflection and Response

				What additional scriptural guidelines are there for maintaining unity in the body of Christ regarding prophecies that are to come in the future, but without compromising biblical truth?  (See Jn #33:The Results of Love.)

				

				

	

Messiah's Jubilee

				61 The Spirit of the Lord God is on Me,

				because the Lord has anointed Me

				to bring good news to the poor.

				He has sent Me to healkk the brokenhearted,

				to proclaim liberty to the captives

				and freedom to the prisoners;

				2 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor,

				and the day of our God's vengeance;

				to comfort all who mourn,

				3 to provide for those who mourn in •Zion;

				to give them a crown of beauty instead of ashes,

				festive oil instead of mourning,

				and splendid clothes instead of despair.kl

				And they will be called righteous trees,

				planted by the Lord

				to glorify Him.

				

				4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins;

				they will restore the former devastations;

				they will renew the ruined cities,

				the devastations of many generations.

				5 Strangers will stand and feed your flocks,

				and foreigners will be your plowmen and 
vinedressers.

				6 But you will be called the Lord's priests;

				they will speak of you as ministers 
of our God;

				you will eat the wealth of the nations,

				and you will boast in their riches.

				7 Because your shame was double,

				and they cried out,"Disgrace is their portion,"

				therefore, they will possess double 
in their land,

				and eternal joy will be theirs.

				

				

				8 For I •Yahweh love justice;

				I hate robbery and injustice; km

				I will faithfully reward them

				and make an everlasting covenant with them.

				9 Their descendants will be known among the 
nations,

				and their posterity among the peoples.

				All who see them will recognize

				that they are a people the Lord has blessed.

				

				10 I greatly rejoice in the Lord,

				I exult in my God;

				for He has clothed me with the garments of 
salvation

				and wrapped me in a robe of righteousness,

				as a groom wears a turban

				and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

				11 For as the earth produces its growth,

				and as a garden enables what is sown to spring up,

				so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise

				to spring up before all the nations.

				A Principle to Live By - The Day of Grace

				[image: Getz0782.png]

				#44 Our primary message today should focus on God's grace and truth in Jesus Christ. 

				When the whole world had fallen short of God's glory—including His chosen people—God implemented a plan of salvation. Jesus provided the righteousness that we could not achieve even through good works (Rm 3:21-22; Is 59:16-17). When darkness hovered over our souls, Jesus came to be the"light of the world" (Jn 8:12; see also Is 60:1-2). 

				One of the most dramatic scenes in the New Testament is when Jesus entered the synagogue and read from this section of Isaiah:

				The Spirit of the Lord is on Me, because He has anointed Me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim freedom to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor. (Lk 4:18-19; see also Is 61:1-2.)

				Then Jesus"rolled up the scroll," took His seat, and stated,"Today as you listen, this Scripture has been fulfilled" (Lk 4:20-21). Jesus had stopped reading at a critical point. He had come at that moment in history"to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor" (Is 61:2)—to provide salvation for all who would believe in Him (Jn 3:36). However, Isaiah's next words, which Jesus did not read, projected into the future when the Lord would come a second time to proclaim"the day of our God's vengeance" (Is 61:2) followed by His glorious reign on earth (v. 11). 

				Since Jesus emphasized the current season of grace, we should do the same.

				Reflection and Response

				Is there any significance in the fact that the period of grace is called"the year of the Lord's favor" and the period of judgment is called"the day of our God's vengeance"?

				

				

	

Zion's Restoration

				62 I will not keep silent because of •Zion,

				and I will not keep still because of 
 Jerusalem,

				until her righteousness shines like a bright light

				and her salvation, like a flaming torch.

				2 Nations will see your righteousness

				and all kings, your glory.

				You will be called by a new name

				that the Lord's mouth will announce.

				3 You will be a glorious crown in the Lord's hand,

				and a royal diadem in the palm of your God.

				4 You will no longer be called Deserted,

				and your land will not be called Desolate;

				instead, you will be called My Delight is in Her,kn

				and your land Married;ko

				for the Lord delights in you,

				and your land will be married.

				5 For as a young man marries a young woman,

				so your sons will marry you;

				and as a groom rejoiceskp over his bride,

				so your God will rejoice over you.

				

				6 Jerusalem,

				I have appointed watchmen on your walls;

				they will never be silent, day or night.

				There is no rest for you,

				who remind the Lord.

				7 Do not give Him rest

				until He establishes and makes Jerusalem

				the praise of the earth.

				

				8 The Lord has sworn with His right hand

				and His strong arm:

				I will no longer give your grain

				to your enemies for food,

				and foreigners will not drink your new wine

				you have labored for.

				9 For those who gather grain will eat it

				and praise the Lord,

				and those who harvest the grapes will drink the wine

				in My holy courts.

				

				10 Go out, go out through the gates;

				prepare a way for the people!

				Build it up, build up the highway;

				clear away the stones!

				Raise a banner for the peoples.

				11 Look, the Lord has proclaimed

				to the ends of the earth,

				"Say to Daughter Zion:

				Look, your salvation is coming,

				His reward is with Him,

				and His gifts accompany Him."

				12 And they will be calledkq the Holy People,

				the Lord's Redeemed;

				and you will be called Cared For,

				A City Not Deserted.

				A Principle to Live By - The Wedding Supper

				[image: Getz0783.png]

				#45 We are to prepare ourselves for that wonderful moment when all true believers will be presented to Jesus Christ as His spotless bride.

				There are some who believe that Isaiah was referring to the church in this concluding section. However, it seems more logical that He saw the restoration of Israel. The focus of this passage—as it has been throughout this book—is on this earth rather than on heaven. God will ultimately fulfill His land promises to Abraham when Jesus Christ sits on the throne of David in Zion—the Holy City of Jerusalem (v. 1). 

				Prior to that time, however, the church will be removed from the earth and united with Jesus Christ in heaven. John saw this beautiful scene in his own vision:

				Let us be glad, rejoice, and give Him glory, because the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has prepared herself. She was given fine linen to wear, bright and pure. For the fine linen represents the righteous acts of the saints. (Rv 19:7-8)  (See Rv #30:The Marriage of the Lamb.)

				Paul used this same metaphor of a pure bride:

				Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself for her to make her holy, cleansing her with the washing of water by the word. (Eph 5:25-26) 

				Reflection and Response

				Though the Holy Spirit used this same marriage metaphor to describe both the church and God's future plan for a remnant of Israel, what is the one main emphasis that remains the same?

				

				

	

The Lord's Day of Vengeance

				63 Who is this coming from Edom

				in crimson-stained garments 
 from Bozrah —

				this One who is splendid in His apparel,

				rising up proudly kr in His great might?

				

				It is I, proclaiming vindication,ks

				powerful to save.

				2 Why are Your clothes red,

				and Your garments like one who treads 
a winepress?

				

				3 I trampled the winepress alone,

				and no one from the nations was with Me.

				I trampled them in My anger

				and ground them underfoot in My fury;

				their blood spattered My garments,

				and all My clothes were stained.

				4 For I planned the day of vengeance,kt

				and the year of My redemptionku came.

				5 I looked, but there was no one to help,

				and I was amazed that no one assisted;

				so My arm accomplished victory for Me,

				and My wrath assisted Me.

				6 I crushed nations in My anger;

				I made them drunk with My wrath

				and poured out their blood on the ground.  (See Rv #31:Imminent or Distant.)

				

	

Remembrance of Grace

				7 I will make known the Lord's faithful love

				and the Lord's praiseworthy acts,

				because of all the Lord has done for us —

				even the many good things

				He has done for the house of Israel

				and has done for them based on His 
compassion

				and the abundance of His faithful love.

				8 He said,"They are indeed My people,

				children who will not be disloyal,"

				and He became their Savior.

				9 In all their suffering, He suffered, kv

				and the Angel of His Presence saved them.

				He redeemed them

				because of His love and compassion;

				He lifted them up and carried them

				all the days of the past.

				10 But they rebelled

				and grieved His Holy Spirit.

				So He became their enemy

				and fought against them.

				11 Then Hekw remembered the days of the past,

				the days of Moses and his people.

				Where is He who brought them out of the sea

				with the shepherds kx of His flock?

				Where is He who put His Holy Spirit among the flock?

				12 He sent His glorious arm

				to be at Moses' right hand,

				divided the waters before them

				to obtain eternal fame for Himself,

				13 and led them through the depths

				like a horse in the wilderness,

				so that they did not stumble.

				14 Like cattle that go down into the valley,

				the Spirit of the Lord gave themky rest.

				You led Your people this way

				to make a glorious name for Yourself.

				

	

Israel's Prayer

				15 Look down from heaven and see

				from Your lofty home — holy and beautiful.

				Where is Your zeal and Your might?

				Your yearningkz and Your compassion

				are withheld from me.

				16 Yet You are our Father,

				even though Abraham does not know us

				and Israel doesn't recognize us.

				You, •Yahweh, are our Father;

				from ancient times,

				Your name is our Redeemer.

				17 Why, Yahweh, do You make us stray from Your ways?

				You harden our hearts so we do not •fearla You.

				Return, because of Your servants,

				the tribes of Your heritage.

				18 Your holy people had a possessionlb

				for a little while,

				but our enemies have trampled down

				Your sanctuary.

				19 We have become like those You never ruled over,

				like those not called by Your name.  (See Dt #29:Blessings and Curses.)

				64lc If only You would tear the 
 heavens open

				and come down,

				so that mountains would quake at Your 
presence —

				2 ld as fire kindles the brushwood,

				and fire causes water to boil —

				to make Your name known to Your enemies,

				so that nations will tremble at Your presence!

				3 When You did awesome works

				that we did not expect,

				You came down,

				and the mountains quaked at Your presence.

				4 From ancient times no one has heard,

				no one has listened,

				no eye has seen any God except You,

				who acts on behalf of the one who waits for Him.

				5 You welcome the one who joyfully does what is right;

				they remember You in Your ways.

				But we have sinned, and You were angry.

				How can we be saved if we remain in our sins?le

				6 All of us have become like something •unclean,

				and all our righteous acts are like a pollutedlf 
garment;

				all of us wither like a leaf,

				and our iniquities carry us away like the wind.

				7 No one calls on Your name,

				striving to take hold of You.

				For You have hidden Your face from us

				and made us melt because of lg, lh our iniquity.

				

				8 Yet Lord, You are our Father;

				we are the clay, and You are our potter;

				we all are the work of Your hands.

				9 Lord, do not be terribly angry

				or remember our iniquity forever.

				Please look — all of us are Your people!

				10 Your holy cities have become a wilderness;

				•Zion has become a wilderness,

				Jerusalem a desolation.

				11 Our holy and beautifulli temple,

				where our fathers praised You,

				has been burned with fire,

				and all that was dear to us lies in ruins.

				12 Lord, after all this, will You restrain Yourself?

				Will You keep silent and afflict severely?

				A Principle to Live By - Grace Alone

				[image: Getz0784.png]

				#46 When presenting the gospel of Jesus Christ, we must always make it clear that no one can receive eternal life by doing good works.

				What Isaiah wrote about the children of Israel can be repeated for all people on earth. First, Isaiah noted that no one calls on God. Paul observed that when Jesus Christ came, with very few exceptions the whole world had turned away from following God (Rm 1:18-32).  (See Rm #3:Sin's Devastating Results.)

				Second, even if we try on our own to reach God, we cannot earn our own way to heaven by doing righteous acts. Paul pointed out that compared to God's perfection, no human comes close:

				For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Rm 3:23) 

				Even those things that may be good in themselves are not good enough. Isaiah said they are"like a polluted garment" (Is 64:6). Paul, after looking back at all the good things he had accomplished as a diligent Jew, had to acknowledge this truth:

				More than that, I also consider everything to be a loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. Because of Him I have suffered the loss of all things and consider them filth, so that I may gain Christ. (Php 3:8; see also Heb 11:6.) 

				Reflection and Response

				Why do so many people have difficulty understanding that salvation is a gift apart from works, as Paul so clearly summarized in his letter to the Ephesians?  (See Eph #4:God's Gift.)

				

				

	

The Lord's Response

				65 "I was sought by those 
 who did not ask; lj

				I was found by those who did not seek Me.

				I said: Here I am, here I am,

				to a nation that was not called by lk My name.

				2 I spread out My hands all day long

				to a rebellious people

				who walk in the wrong path,

				following their own thoughts.

				3 These people continually provoke Me

				to My face,

				sacrificing in gardens,

				burning incense on bricks,

				4 sitting among the graves,

				spending nights in secret places,

				

				eating the meat of pigs,

				and putting polluted broth in their bowls.

				5 They say, 'Keep to yourself,

				don't come near me, for I am too holy for you! '

				These practices are smoke in My nostrils,

				a fire that burns all day long.

				6 It is written before Me:

				I will not keep silent, but I will repay;

				I will repay them fullyll

				7 for your iniquities and the iniquities

				of your lm fathers together,"

				says the Lord.

				"Because they burned incense on the mountains

				and reproached Me on the hills,

				I will reward them fullyln

				for their former deeds."

				

				8 The Lord says this:

				

				As the new wine is found in a bunch of grapes,

				and one says, 'Don't destroy it,

				for there's some goodlo in it,'

				so I will act because of My servants

				and not destroy them all.

				9 I will produce descendants from Jacob,

				and heirs to My mountains from Judah;

				My chosen ones will possess it,

				and My servants will dwell there.

				10 Sharon will be a pasture for flocks,

				and the Valley of Achor a place for cattle to lie down,

				for My people who have sought Me.

				A Principle to Live By - Wild Olive Branches

				[image: Getz0785.png]

				#47 As Gentile believers, we are humbly to thank God for including us in His great plan of salvation.

				When Israel as a nation rejected the Messiah, their unbelief opened a door to the Gentiles. In his letter to the Romans, Paul quoted Isaiah 65:1-2 as proof of this fact (Rm 10:20-21). He went on to warn against arrogance since it is only by faith in God's grace that we are saved (Rm 11:17-22). 

				However, Paul also affirmed what we've read throughout the book of Isaiah—beyond the age of the church, God still has a future plan for His people:

				So that you will not be conceited, brothers, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery: A partial hardening has come to Israel until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written: The Liberator will come from Zion; He will turn away godlessness from Jacob. And this will be My covenant with them when I take away their sins. (Rm 11:25-27)

				Reflection and Response

				Though there are differing opinions concerning God's promises to Israel and the church, how should God's salvation plan for all people impact us?  (See Mc #5:Our Great Shepherd.)

				

				11 But you who abandon the Lord,

				who forget My holy mountain,

				who prepare a table for Fortune

				and fill bowls of mixed wine for Destiny,

				12 I will destine you for the sword,

				and all of you will kneel down to be slaughtered,

				because I called and you did not answer,

				I spoke and you did not hear;

				you did what was evil in My sight

				and chose what I did not delight in.

				

				13 Therefore, this is what the Lord God says:

				

				My servants will eat,

				but you will be hungry;

				My servants will drink,

				but you will be thirsty;

				My servants will rejoice,

				but you will be put to shame.

				14 My servants will shout for joy from a glad heart,

				but you will cry out from an anguished heart,

				and you will lament out of a broken spirit.

				15 You will leave your name behind

				as a curse for My chosen ones,

				and the Lord God will kill you;

				but He will give His servants another name.

				16 Whoever is blessed in the land

				will be blessed by the God of truth,

				and whoever swears in the land

				will swear by the God of truth.

				For the former troubles will be forgotten

				and hidden from My sight.

				

	

A New Creation

				17 "For I will create a new heaven and a new earth;

				the past events will not be remembered or come to mind.

				18 Then be glad and rejoice forever

				in what I am creating;

				for I will create Jerusalem to be a joy

				and its people to be a delight.

				19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem

				and be glad in My people.

				The sound of weeping and crying

				will no longer be heard in her.

				20 In her, a nursing infant will no longer live

				only a few days,lp

				or an old man not live out his days.

				Indeed, the youth will die at a hundred years,

				and the one who misses a hundred years will be cursed.

				21 People will build houses and live in them;

				they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit.

				22 They will not build and others live in them;

				they will not plant and others eat.

				For My people's lives will be

				like the lifetime of a tree.

				My chosen ones will fully enjoy

				the work of their hands.

				23 They will not labor without success

				or bear children destined for disaster,

				for they will be a people blessed by the Lord

				along with their descendants.

				24 Even before they call, I will answer;

				while they are still speaking, I will hear.

				25 The wolf and the lamb will feed together,lq

				and the lion will eat straw like the ox,

				but the serpent's food will be dust!

				They will not do what is evil or destroy

				on My entire holy mountain,"

				says the Lord.  (See Rv #32:Christ Our King.)

				

	

Final Judgment and Joyous Restoration

				66 This is what the Lord says:

				

				Heaven is My throne,

				and earth is My footstool.

				What house could you possibly build for Me?

				And what place could be My home?

				2 My hand made all these things,

				and so they all came into being.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				I will look favorably on this kind of person:

				one who is humble, submissivelr in spirit,

				and trembles at My word.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Dwelling Place

				[image: Getz0786.png]

				#48 As those who are God's sanctuary (the church), we must do all we can never to damage His sacred dwelling. 

				Though God disclosed a detailed plan to Israel for building a place of worship and then revealed His presence in a special way in the Holy of Holies, He has never made a physical structure His dwelling place. When Stephen confronted the Sanhedrin—the highest religious body in Israel—he made this point clear by quoting Isaiah:

				However, the Most High does not dwell in sanctuaries made with hands, as the prophet says: Heaven is My throne, and earth My footstool. What sort of house will you build for Me? says the Lord, or what is My resting place? Did not My hand make all these things? (Ac 7:48-50) 

				It has always been God's will that His people, individually and corporately, be His dwelling. When Paul was warning the Corinthian church to avoid sexual immorality, he said,

				Don't you know that your body is a sanctuary of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God? You are not your own. (1Co 6:19)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the ways carnal Christians damage God's dwelling, the church of Jesus Christ?  (See 1Co #27: Reflections of Love, p. 1585. For a study regarding the way carnality impacts churches, see Rv #3 through #9)

				

				3 One slaughters an ox, one kills a man;

				one sacrifices a lamb, one breaks a dog's neck;

				one offers a •grain offering, one offers pig's blood;

				one offers incense, one praises an idol —

				all these have chosen their ways

				and delight in their detestable practices.

				4 So I will choose their punishment,

				and I will bring on them what they dread

				because I called and no one answered;

				I spoke and they didn't hear;

				they did what was evil in My sight

				and chose what I didn't delight in.

				

				5 You who tremble at His word,

				hear the word of the Lord:

				"Your brothers who hate and exclude you

				because of Me have said,

				'Let the Lord be glorified

				so that we can see your joy! '

				But they will be put to shame."

				6 A sound of uproar from the city!

				A voice from the temple —

				the voice of the Lord,

				paying back His enemies what they deserve!

				

				7 Before •Zion was in labor, she gave birth;

				before she was in pain, she delivered a boy.

				8 Who has heard of such a thing?

				Who has seen such things?

				Can a land be born in one day

				or a nation be delivered in an instant?

				Yet as soon as Zion was in labor,

				she gave birth to her sons.

				9 "Will I bring a baby to the point of birth

				and not deliver it?"

				says the Lord;

				"or will I who deliver, close the womb?"

				says your God.

				10 Be glad for Jerusalem and rejoice over her,

				all who love her.

				Rejoice greatly with her,

				all who mourn over her —

				11 so that you may nurse and be satisfied

				from her comforting breast

				and drink deeply and delight yourselves

				from her glorious breasts.

				

				12 For this is what the Lord says:

				

				I will make peace flow to her like a river,

				and the wealthls of nations like a flood;

				you will nurse and be carried on her hip

				and bounced on her lap.

				13 As a mother comforts her son,

				so I will comfort you,

				and you will be comforted in Jerusalem.

				

				14 You will see, you will rejoice,

				and yoult will flourish like grass;

				then the Lord's power will be revealed to His 
servants,

				but He will show His wrath against His enemies.

				15 Look, the Lord will come with fire —

				His chariots are like the whirlwind —

				to execute His anger with fury

				and His rebuke with flames of fire.

				16 For the Lord will execute judgment

				on all flesh with His fiery sword,

				and many will be slain by the Lord.

				

				17 "Those who dedicate and purify themselves to enter the groves following their leader,lu eating meat from pigs, vermin, and rats, will perish together."

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				18 "Knowing lv their works and their thoughts, I have come to gather all nations and languages; they will come and see My glory. 19 I will establish a sign among them, and I will send survivors from them to the nations — to Tarshish, Put, lw Lud (who are archers), Tubal, Javan, and the islands far away — who have not heard of My fame or seen My glory. And they will proclaim My glory among the nations. 20 They will bring all your brothers from all the nations as a gift to the Lord on horses and chariots, in litters, and on mules and camels, to My holy mountain Jerusalem," says the Lord,"just as the Israelites bring an offering in a •clean vessel to the house of the Lord. 21 I will also take some of them as priests and Levites," says the Lord.

				

				22 "For just as the new heavens and the new earth,

				which I will make,

				will endure before Me" —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				"so your offspring and your name will endure.

				23 All mankind will come to worship Me

				from one New Moon to another

				and from one Sabbath to another,"

				says the Lord.

				

				24 "As they leave, they will see the dead bodies of the men who have rebelled against Me; for their worm will never die, their fire will never go out, and they will be a horror to all mankind."  (See Rv #34:Eternal Judgment.)
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Introduction

				As the second of the Major Prophets, Jeremiah prophesied during the last years of the nation of Judah. When Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians, he was there, delivering God's message to the exiles as they departed and to the remnant who were left in the land. The message: submit to judgment now and there will be abundant blessings in the time to come. God's plans for Israel included their welfare, a future, and hope.

				Jeremiah teaches us principles of God's faithful love

				

				

				Jeremiah's message was extremely unpopular. He told the people of Judah that God would no longer defend Jerusalem; they should therefore submit to God's punishment, which was exile in Babylon. Once they got to Babylon, they should settle in because they would be there a long time. His message—to stop resisting the Babylonian armies—sounded like treason. He was rejected and threatened by the religious and political leaders. Another prophet, Uriah, was killed for preaching the same message as Jeremiah. But Jeremiah continued to say everything God told him to say.

				Jeremiah teaches us principles of faithful prophetic proclamation

				

				

				Jeremiah was called the weeping prophet. Even though God told him ahead of time that Judah would refuse to listen to him and would be judged for rebellion, he still had intense compassion for his people. Even though he saw that the rebellious people of Judah were receiving the judgment they deserved, he still wept over the message he was delivering. 

				Jeremiah teaches us principles of compassionate proclamation

				

				

				Like Isaiah, Jeremiah prophesied concerning four periods of history: (1) the immanent deportation of Judah into exile; (2) the return from exile in 70 years; (3) the inception of the new covenant in the Messiah; and (4) the culmination of the ages, when Israel and Judah will be brought into full fellowship with God and the land of Israel will become glorious. God's faithful and compassionate care for Israel tells us much about His character. He is sovereign and powerful, as well as gracious, patient, and good. He is worthy of our worship and obedience.

				Jeremiah teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of priNciples in Jeremiah

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

						
								
								1:1-10

							
								
								#1: Ready to Serve

							
								
								Though age and experience are normally priorities in God's requirements for spiritual leadership, we are all to be available for God's use to achieve His divine purposes in this world.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:11-19

							
								
								#2: God's Presence

							
								
								When called to a difficult task, we are to rely on God's strength and the promises He has given us in His Word.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								2:1-8

							
								
								#3: Spiritual Apostasy

							
								
								We must guard against taking God's love and grace for granted and bowing down to modern-day idols in our own cultural environment.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:9-19

							
								
								#4: Sin's Consequences

							
								
								When we are tempted to deliberately and consistently walk out of God's will, we should consider the ultimate consequences of our sins.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								2:20-37

							
								
								#5: Living in Denial

							
								
								When we suffer the consequences of walking out of God's will, we must avoid rationalizing our sinful behavior and even blaming God.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								3:1-8

							
								
								#6: Ignoring Sin's 
Consequences

							
								
								When others sin by walking out of God's will, we should not ignore the way they suffer the consequences.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								3:9-18

							
								
								#7: The Great 
Commission

							
								
								While waiting for the day the Messiah restores the nation of Israel, we are to carry Christ's message of redemption to all nations.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								3:19–4:4

							
								
								#8: True Repentance

							
								
								When we become aware of our sins, we should engage in repentance that comes from the heart.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								5:1-31

							
								
								#9: Total Depravity

							
								
								As history continues to unfold, we should expect that human beings generally will increasingly choose sinful behavior rather than righteousness.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								6:9-30

							
								
								#10: A Seared 
Conscience

							
								
								True repentance must include a sense of shame combined with a humble and teachable spirit.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								7:1-15

							
								
								#11: A Form of Godliness

							
								
								We must not defile the church by having close fellowship with people who claim to be Christians but who persistently live out of harmony with God's will. 

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								7:16–8:17

							
								
								#12: God's Corporate Discipline

							
								
								If a local church continues to violate the clear teachings of Scriptures, we should expect the Lord to eventually discipline that group of professing Christians.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								8:18–9:24

							
								
								#13: Practicing Humility

							
								
								We must never allow arrogance to take control of our lives.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								10:17-25

							
								
								#14: Christlike Love

							
								
								Even when people do not respond positively to God's message, spiritual leaders must maintain sincere love and compassion.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								11:1-23

							
								
								#15: Life's Challenges

							
								
								Even dedicated Christians should expect difficulties and persecution in this life.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								12:1-4

							
								
								#16: Honesty with God

							
								
								We should feel free to share our frustrations and unanswered questions sincerely and respectfully with God.

							
								
								16

							
						

						
								
								13:1-20

							
								
								#17: The Power of Pride

							
								
								We are to be aware of the signs of pride that will lead to God's discipline in our lives.

							
								
								17

							
						

						
								
								14:11-16

							
								
								#18: False Prophets

							
								
								Regardless of how much we know concerning God's will, we are always to be on guard against false prophets who want to lead us astray.

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								15:10-21

							
								
								#19: Negative Feelings

							
								
								When engaging in spiritual warfare, we should expect negative feelings and reactions.

							
								
								19

							
						

						
								
								16:1-9

							
								
								#20: Serious Sacrifices

							
								
								When we face crises and times of persecution, we are to be willing to forego some of the God-ordained blessings of life in order to focus on immediate spiritual priorities.

							
								
								20

							
						

						
								
								16:10–17:10

							
								
								#21 Spiritual Blindness

							
								
								If we engage in persistent sin, it should not surprise us that we'll experience a desensitized conscience leading to spiritual blindness.

							
								
								21

							
						

						
								
								18:1-12

							
								
								#22: God's Sovereign Control

							
								
								Though God has given all human beings freedom to make decisions, we must remember that God is still a sovereign God who carries out His divine purposes in this world.

							
								
								22

							
						

						
								
								18:13–20:18

							
								
								#23: Depression and Distortions

							
								
								When we are rejected and persecuted, we should not be surprised if we experience depression leading to serious distortions in our thinking.

							
								
								23

							
						

						
								
								21:1–23:2

							
								
								#24: Shepherding God's Flock

							
								
								Spiritual leaders in local churches are to shepherd the Lord's flock faithfully, exemplifying the great Shepherd, the Lord Jesus Christ

							
								
								24

							
						

						
								
								23:3–25:38

							
								
								#25: Living Godly Lives

							
								
								We should be motivated to live holy lives while we wait for God's coming judgment on an unbelieving world.

							
								
								25

							
						

						
								
								26:1-6

							
								
								#26: Communicating God's Word

							
								
								All those who are entrusted with a pastoral ministry are to communicate clearly and comprehensively God's message in Scripture.

							
								
								26

							
						

						
								
								26:7-24

							
								
								#27: Intense Persecution

							
								
								We should accept the reality that there will be times when believers face intense persecution.

							
								
								27

							
						

						
								
								27:1-22

							
								
								#28: Government Leaders

							
								
								Though we are to do all we can to thwart evil in the world, we are to view pagan leaders as God's servants.

							
								
								28

							
						

						
								
								28:1-17

							
								
								#29: False Teachers

							
								
								Spiritual leaders in the church are to confront false teachers.

							
								
								29

							
						

						
								
								29:1-14

							
								
								#30: Sincerely Seeking God

							
								
								When we seek to know God, we should search for Him with all our hearts, knowing that He will ultimately respond.

							
								
								30

							
						

						
								
								29:15-32

							
								
								#31: False Teaching

							
								
								Any teacher who deliberately perverts the Scriptures should be aware that God will eventually respond with intense judgment. 

							
								
								31

							
						

						
								
								30:1–31:3

							
								
								#32: God's Faithful Love

							
								
								As true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, we should live our lives from day to day with the full assurance of our salvation.

							
								
								32

							
						

						
								
								31:15

							
								
								#33: The Impact of Sin

							
								
								When facing what appears to be horrible unfairness, we must understand that when sin entered the world, it impacted all humanity—including innocent children.

							
								
								33

							
						

						
								
								31:16-34

							
								
								#34: The New Covenant

							
								
								As born-again believers, we are to live under the blessings of the new covenant.

							
								
								34

							
						

						
								
								31:35–33:18

							
								
								#35: Reflecting Christ's Righteousness 

							
								
								As God's holy nation, we are to reflect more and more the righteous life of the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								35

							
						

						
								
								34:8-22

							
								
								#36: Consistent 
Commitment

							
								
								We are to consistently love God and one another regardless of our circumstances.

							
								
								36

							
						

						
								
								36:1-32

							
								
								#37: Consistent 
Disobedience

							
								
								Professing Christians who consistently ignore the teachings of the Word of God should ask themselves whether or not they have an authentic relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								37

							
						

						
								
								37:1–38:28

							
								
								#38: Living without Compromise

							
								
								We should never compromise God's truth in order to avoid rejection and persecution.

							
								
								38

							
						

						
								
								39:1–40:6

							
								
								#39: God Honors Faith

							
								
								We are to trust God no matter what our circumstances.

							
								
								39

							
						

						
								
								42:1–44:30

							
								
								#40: The Power of Pride

							
								
								No matter what their role in the Christian community, leaders must be on guard against the human and often subtle tendency to be prideful and even arrogant. 

							
								
								40

							
						

						
								
								45:1-5

							
								
								#41: Judgment and Compassion

							
								
								We must trust the Lord's decision to judge evildoers without losing our compassion for these people.

							
								
								41

							
						

						
								
								46:1–49:39

							
								
								#42: Prophetic 
Fulfillment

							
								
								We should use fulfilled prophecy as a powerful means to demonstrate that the message of the Bible is true and trustworthy.

							
								
								42

							
						

						
								
								50:1–51:64

							
								
								#43: Signs of the Times

							
								
								Even though the specific date regarding the second coming of Jesus Christ is unknown, we are to be aware that certain events predict His future return.

							
								
								43

							
						

						
								
								52:1-34

							
								
								#44: God's Mercy and Grace

							
								
								As believers, we must never forget to thank and worship God for His mercy and grace in delivering us from eternal death.

							
								
								44

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Jeremiah

				1 The words of Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah, one of the priests living in Anathoth in the territory of Benjamin. 2 The word of the Lord came to him in the thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah son of Amon, king of Judah. 3 It also came throughout the days of Jehoiakim son of Josiah, king of Judah, until the fifth month of the eleventh year of Zedekiah son of Josiah, king of Judah, when the people of Jerusalem went into exile.

				

	

The Call of Jeremiah

				4 The word of the Lord came to me:

				

				5 I chose you before I formed you in the womb;

				I set you apart before you were born.

				I appointed you a prophet to the nations.

				

				6 But I protested,"Oh no, Lord God! Look, I don't know how to speak since I am only a youth."

				7 Then the Lord said to me:

				

				Do not say,"I am only a youth,"

				for you will go to everyone I send you to

				and speak whatever I tell you.

				8 Do not be afraid of anyone,

				for I will be with you to deliver you.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				9 Then the Lord reached out His hand, touched my mouth, and told me:

				

				I have now filled your mouth with My words.

				10 See, I have appointed you today

				over nations and kingdoms

				to uproot and tear down,

				to destroy and demolish,

				to build and plant.

				A Principle to Live By - Ready to Serve

				[image: Getz0787.png]

				#1 Though age and experience are normally priorities in God's requirements for spiritual leadership, we are all to be available for God's use to achieve His divine purposes in this world.

				Jeremiah was probably in his late teens when God called him to a terribly difficult task—to directly address the horrible idolatrous activities among His people. Understandably, he was fearful and intimidated, so he resisted God's call on his life (v. 6). However, God made it clear that He had chosen him for this monumental task before he was even conceived in his mother's womb (vv. 4-5), and He would enable him to fulfill this calling (v. 8).

				Centuries later, Paul wrote to Timothy, his young companion in ministry who faced a very challenging task in Ephesus. The apostle echoed the Lord's message to Jeremiah:

				Let no one despise your youth; instead, you should be an example to the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Until I come, give your attention to public reading, exhortation, and teaching. Do not neglect the gift that is in you; it was given to you through prophecy, with the laying on of hands by the council of elders. Practice these things; be committed to them, so that your progress may be evident to all. (1Tm 4:12-15)  (See 1Tm #10:Modeling Godliness.)

				Reflection and Response

				What other biblical examples can you think of where God used younger people to achieve His purposes in this world?  (See Gn #65:Preparation for Greater Responsibility.)

				

				

	

Two Visions

				11 Then the word of the Lord came to me, asking,"What do you see, Jeremiah?"

				I replied,"I see a branch of an almond tree."

				12 The Lord said to me,"You have seen correctly, for I watch over My word to accomplish it." 13 Again the word of the Lord came to me inquiring,"What do you see?"

				And I replied,"I see a boiling pot, its lip tilted from the north to the south."

				14 Then the Lord said to me,"Disaster will be poured out a from the north on all who live in the land. 15 Indeed, I am about to summon all the clans and kingdoms of the north."

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				They will come, and each king will set up his throne

				at the entrance to Jerusalem's gates.

				They will attack all her surrounding walls

				and all the other cities of Judah.

				

				16 "I will pronounce My judgments against them for all the evil they did when they abandoned Me to burn incense to other gods and to worship the works of their own hands.

				17 "Now, get ready. Stand up and tell them everything that I command you. Do not be intimidated by them or I will cause you to cower before them. 18 Today, I am the One who has made you a fortified city, an iron pillar, and bronze walls against the whole land — against the kings of Judah, its officials, its priests, and the population. 19 They will fight against you but never prevail over you, since I am with you to rescue you."

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Presence
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				#2 When called to a difficult task, we are to rely on God's strength and the promises He has given us in His Word.

				God's specific task for Jeremiah was to confront several evil kings, governors, and spiritual leaders of Judah. In fact, he was to pronounce the coming judgment on all the people of Judah. The invading armies of Babylon would descend from the north (v. 14). Jeremiah was to remind his people of this specific judgment again and again, demonstrating the importance of repetition (4:6; 6:1,22; 10:22; 13:19-20; 25:8-9; 47:2; 50:3). 

				Jeremiah faced tremendous resistance and persecution. However, God reassured him right from the very beginning that, though his own people would fight him, even threatening to kill him, they would not ultimately succeed. God's message of encouragement was clear:"I am with you to rescue you" (1:19).

				Today, believers are called to be witnesses in a world that is often very hostile to God's message. Thankfully, we are given wonderful promises in God's Word regarding the Lord's protection. We see one such promise to Joshua when he assumed Moses' awesome responsibility to lead the children of Israel into the promised land. The author of Hebrews repeated this promise for all Christians, not just spiritual leaders:

				I will never leave you or forsake you. (Heb 13:5b; see also Dt 31:6.)  (See Jos #1:God's Personal Presence.)

				Reflection and Response

				When Paul was in prison in Rome, how did he apply this great promise of God's presence to his own situation?  (See 2Tm #11:A Loyal Friend.)

				

				

	

Israel Accused of Apostasy

				2 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 "Go and announce directly to Jerusalem that this is what the Lord says:

				

				I remember the loyalty of your youth,

				your love as a bride —

				how you followed Me in the wilderness,

				in a land not sown.

				3 Israel was holy to the Lord,

				the •firstfruits of His harvest.

				All who ate of it found themselves •guilty;

				disaster came on them."

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				4 Hear the word of the Lord, house of Jacob

				and all families of the house of Israel.

				5 This is what the Lord says:

				

				What fault did your fathers find in Me

				that they went so far from Me,

				followed worthless idols,

				and became worthless themselves?

				

				6 They stopped asking,"Where is the Lord

				who brought us from the land of Egypt,

				who led us through the wilderness,

				through a land of deserts and ravines,

				through a land of drought and darkness,b

				a land no one traveled through

				and where no one lived?"

				7 I brought you to a fertile land

				to eat its fruit and bounty,

				but after you entered, you defiled My land;

				you made My inheritance detestable.

				8 The priests quit asking,"Where is 
the Lord?"

				The experts in the law no longer knew Me,

				and the rulers rebelled against Me.

				The prophets prophesied by •Baal

				and followed useless idols.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual Apostasy
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				#3 We must guard against taking God's love and grace for granted and bowing down to modern-day idols in our own cultural environment.

				Jeremiah began to deliver his pointed sermons during the reign of Josiah (2Kg 22:1-2). This righteous king discovered the book of the law that had been hidden in the temple. The blessings for obedience and the curses for disobedience outlined by Moses must have gripped Josiah's soul (Dt 28:1-68). Appalled at the idolatry he saw everywhere, he instituted spiritual reforms. It was during this time that Jeremiah evidently delivered his first sermon, which supported Josiah's efforts at renewal. This prophet and the king had one significant thing in common: they were very young men. 

				Using the metaphor of a youthful bride, Jeremiah reminded everyone in Israel of their past love and devotion to God for delivering them from Egyptian bondage (Jr 2:2). However, their love had grown cold, and everyone was forsaking the Lord, including the priests and prophets.  (See Zph #1:Spiritual Degeneration.)

				In the book of Revelation, when Jesus Christ addressed the church in Ephesus He chided them for abandoning their initial love (Rv 2:4). Unfortunately, the same problems exist among believers today. In spite of God's love and grace, many Christians are conforming to the world rather than reflecting Christ's holy life. Like the church in Ephesus, we have abandoned the love we had when we first became Christ's betrothed 
(Rv 19:7).  (See Rv #3:The Greatest Commands.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the specific idols that often replace God—even among professing Christians?  (See Gn #54:Idolatrous Activities.)

				

				9 Therefore, I will bring a case against you again.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				I will bring a case against your children's 
children.

				10 Cross over to Cyprusc and take a look.

				Send someone to Kedar and consider carefully;

				see if there has ever been anything like this:

				11 Has a nation ever exchanged its gods?

				(But they were not gods!)

				Yet My people have exchanged their d Glory

				for useless idols.

				12 Be horrified at this, heavens;

				be shocked and utterly appalled.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				13 For My people have committed a double evil:

				They have abandoned Me,

				the fountain of living water,

				and dug cisterns for themselves,

				cracked cisterns that cannot hold water.

				

	

Consequences of Apostasy

				14 Is Israel a slave?

				Was he born into slavery?e

				Why else has he become a prey?

				15 The young lions have roared at him;

				they have roared loudly.

				

				They have laid waste his land.

				His cities are in ruins, without inhabitants.

				16 The men of Memphis and Tahpanhes

				have also broken your skull.

				17 Have you not brought this on yourself

				by abandoning the Lord your God

				while He was leading you along the way?

				18 Now what will you gain

				by traveling along the way to Egypt

				to drink the waters of the Nile?f

				What will you gain

				by traveling along the way to Assyria

				to drink the waters of the Euphrates?

				19 Your own evil will discipline you;

				your own apostasies will reprimand you.

				Think it over and see how evil and bitter it is

				for you to abandon the Lord your God

				and to have no •fear of Me.

				This is the declaration

				of the Lord God of •Hosts.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Sin's Consequences
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				#4 When we are tempted to deliberately and consistently walk out of God's will, we should consider the ultimate consequences of our sins.

				When Jeremiah prophesied judgment on the children of Israel, they were demonstrating the"works of the flesh" that Paul outlined centuries later (Gl 5:19-21). As a result, they were going to suffer the consequences.

				There are some believers today who, in spite of their relationship with God, are indulging in the works of the flesh rather than living in harmony with the Holy Spirit (Gl 5:22-25). Paul warned the Galatians—and all of us—that even Christians must avoid deception. If we do not, we will suffer the consequences:

				Don't be deceived: God is not mocked. For whatever a man sows he will also reap, because the one who sows to his flesh will reap corruption from the flesh, but the one who sows to the Spirit will reap eternal life from the Spirit. (Gl 6:7-8)  (See Rm #3:Sin's Devastating Results.)

				Reflection and Response

				When we are tempted to walk out of God's will, why is it so difficult to stop and seriously consider the ultimate consequences?

				

				20 For long ago I g broke your yoke;

				I h tore off your chains.

				You insisted,"I will not serve!"

				On every high hill

				and under every green tree

				you lie down like a prostitute.

				

				21 I planted you, a choice vine

				from the very best seed.

				How then could you turn into

				a degenerate, foreign vine?

				

				22 Even if you wash with lye

				and use a great amount of soap,

				the stain of your sin is still in front of Me.

				This is the Lord God's declaration.

				23 How can you protest,"I am not defiled;

				I have not followed the Baals"?

				Look at your behavior in the valley;

				acknowledge what you have done.

				You are a swift young camel

				twisting and turning on her way,

				24 a wild donkey at homei in the wilderness.

				She sniffs the wind in the heat of her desire.

				Who can control her passion?

				All who look for her will not become tired;

				they will find her in her mating season.j

				25 Keep your feet from going bare

				and your throat from thirst.

				But you say,"It's hopeless;

				I love strangers,

				and I will continue to follow them."

				

				

				26 Like the shame of a thief when he is caught,

				so the house of Israel has been put to shame.

				They, their kings, their officials,

				their priests, and their prophets

				27 say to a tree,"You are my father,"

				and to a stone,"You gave birth to me."

				For they have turned their back to Me

				and not their face,

				yet in their time of disaster they beg,

				"Rise up and save us!"

				28 But where are your gods you made for yourself?

				Let them rise up and save you

				in your time of disaster if they can,

				for your gods are as numerous as your cities, Judah.

				

	

Judgment Deserved

				29 Why do you bring a case against Me?

				All of you have rebelled against Me.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				30 I have struck down your children in vain;

				they would not accept discipline.

				Your own sword has devoured your prophets

				like a ravaging lion.

				31 Evil generation,

				pay attention to the word of the Lord!

				Have I been a wilderness to Israel

				or a land of dense darkness?

				Why do My people claim,

				"We will go where we want;k

				we will no longer come to You"?

				32 Can a young woman forget her jewelry

				or a bride her wedding sash?

				Yet My people have forgotten Me

				for countless days.

				33 How skillfully you pursue love;

				you also teach evil women your ways.

				34 Moreover, your skirts are stained

				with the blood of the innocent poor.

				You did not catch them breaking and entering.

				But in spite of all these things

				35 you claim,"I am innocent.

				His anger is sure to turn away from me."

				But I will certainly judge you

				because you have said,"I have not sinned."

				36 How unstable you are,

				constantly changing your ways!

				You will be put to shame by Egypt

				just as you were put to shame by Assyria.

				37 Moreover, you will be led out from here

				with your hands on your head

				since the Lord has rejected those you trust;

				you will not succeed even with their help.l

				A Principle to Live By - Living in Denial
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				#5 When we suffer the consequences of walking out of God's will, we must avoid rationalizing our sinful behavior and even blaming God.

				In spite of deliberate and consistent sin involving idolatry and immorality, God's chosen people lived in denial, even when they were confronted again and again with their evil ways. They blamed God for what was happening in their lives (v. 29)—the ultimate in rationalization and spiritual blindness.  (See Jdg #11:Blaming God.)

				Can this ever happen to born-again Christians? Only God knows the heart, but it's clear that many in the Corinthian church were reflecting this kind of behavior. They were even defiling the sacred communion meal. Consequently, Paul reminded them that such a serious and deliberate sin led God to discipline them with sickness and even death.  (See 1Co #24:Avoiding Favoritism.)

				Thankfully, this kind of discipline is rare. However, we must understand that we too are capable of rationalizing our sins, even as Christians. This is why Scripture offers specific exhortations and illustrations. 

				Reflection and Response

				Though Paul was very specific in judging the Corinthian situation (1Co 11:27-30), why must we be very careful not to equate most illnesses and death as consequences of specific sins?  (See Mk #3:Physical Healing.)

				

				

	

Wages of Apostasy

				3 If m a man divorces his wife

				and she leaves him to marry another,

				can he ever return to her?

				Wouldn't such a land n become totally defiled?

				But you!

				You have played the prostitute with many 
partners —

				can you return to Me?

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				2 Look to the barren heights and see.

				Where have you not been immoral?

				You sat waiting for them beside the highways

				like a nomad in the desert.

				You have defiled the land

				with your prostitution and wickedness.

				3 This is why the showers haven't come —

				why there has been no spring rain.

				You have the brazen look of a prostituteo

				and refuse to be ashamed.

				

				4 Have you not lately called to Me,"My Father.

				You were my friend in my youth.

				5 Will He bear a grudge forever?

				Will He be endlessly infuriated?"

				This is what you have said,

				but you have done the evil things

				you are capable of.

				

	

Unfaithful Israel, Treacherous Judah

				6 In the days of King Josiah the Lord asked me,"Have you seen what unfaithful Israel has done? She has ascended every high hill and gone under every green tree to prostitute herself there.7 I thought: After she has done all these things, she will return to Me. But she didn't return, and her treacherous sister Judah saw it. 8 I p observed that it was because unfaithful Israel had committed adultery that I had sent her away and had given her a certificate of divorce. Nevertheless, her treacherous sister Judah was not afraid but also went and prostituted herself. 

				A Principle to Live By - Ignoring Sin's Consequences

				[image: Getz0792.png]

				#6 When others sin by walking out of God's will, we should not ignore the way they suffer the consequences. 

				During King Josiah's reign, Jeremiah accused Judah of the same spiritual adultery as the northern kingdom of Israel. What made Judah's sin so horrible is that these people saw the judgment that came on Israel when they were destroyed by the Assyrians, and yet Judah continued to be unfaithful to God. 

				Writing to the Corinthians—a New Testament church that demonstrated carnal behavior—Paul appealed to Israel's negative example as a warning to all of us who live under the covenant of grace:

				Now these things happened to them as examples, and they were written as a warning to us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. So, whoever thinks he stands must be careful not to fall! (1Co 10:11-12) (See 1Co #22:Lessons from Scripture.)

				Paul concluded this warning with encouraging words. We need not follow bad examples; we can have victory over temptation:

				No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to humanity. God is faithful, and He will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation He will also provide a way of escape so that you are able to bear it. (1Co 10:13)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do we often fail to learn from others' sinful actions?  (See Dn #8:Learning from the Past.)

				

				9 Indifferent toq her prostitution, she defiled the land and committed adultery with stones and trees. 10 Yet in spite of all this, her treacherous sister Judah didn't return to Me with all her heart — only in pretense."

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				11 The Lord announced to me,"Unfaithful Israel has shown herself more righteous than treacherous Judah.12 Go, proclaim these words to the north, and say:

				

				Return, unfaithful Israel.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				I will not look on you with anger,r

				for I am unfailing in My love.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				I will not be angry forever.

				13 Only acknowledge your •guilt —

				you have rebelled against the Lord your God.

				

				You have scattered your favors to strangers

				under every green tree

				and have not obeyed My voice.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				14 "Return, you faithless children" — this is the Lord's declaration —"for I am your master, and I will take you, one from a city and two from a family, and I will bring you to •Zion. 15 I will give you shepherds who are loyal to Me,s and they will shepherd you with knowledge and skill. 16 When you multiply and increase in the land, in those days" — the Lord's declaration —"no one will say any longer, 'The ark of the Lord's covenant.' It will never come to mind, and no one will remember or miss it. It will never again be made.17 At that time Jerusalem will be called, •Yahweh's Throne, and all the nations will be gathered to it, to the name of Yahweh in Jerusalem. They will cease to follow the stubbornness of their evil hearts. 18 In those days the house of Judah will join with the house of Israel, and they will come together from the land of the north to the land I have given your ancestors to inherit."

				A Principle to Live By - The Great Commission
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				#7 While waiting for the day the Messiah restores the nation of Israel, we are to carry Christ's message of redemption to all nations.

				At this point, Jeremiah inserted a long-range perspective. In spite of the judgment coming on Israel and Judah, God would fulfill His promise to bring them back to the land as one nation. At that time, Jesus Christ will rule and reign in Jerusalem, and"all the nations" will worship the name of Yahweh (v. 17). Many believe this will take place after Christ's return, when God's promise to Abraham will be completely fulfilled (Gn 12:1-3).  (See Is #3:The Messiah's Reign.)

				

				In the meantime, all of us who have received the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior are to carry out the commission He gave before He returned to heaven (Jn 1:11-12; Mt 28:19-20). We are to make disciples of"all the nations" (Mt 28:17)—including the Jews—by proclaiming God's love and forgiveness through the death and resurrection of His Son (Jn 3:16). 

				Though even the apostle Peter initially had difficulty understanding that the message of redemption is for all people—both Jews and Gentiles—he learned"that God doesn't show favoritism" (Ac 10:34).

				Reflection and Response

				What can we learn from Peter's experience with Cornelius and his household?  (See Ac #19:The Sin of Prejudice.)

				

				

	

True Repentance

				19 I thought: How I long to make you My sons

				and give you a desirable land,

				the most beautiful inheritance of all the nations.

				I thought: You will call Me, my Father,

				and never turn away from Me.

				20 However, as a woman may betray her lover,t

				so you have betrayed Me, house of Israel.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				21 A sound is heard on the barren heights,

				the children of Israel weeping and begging for mercy,

				for they have perverted their way;

				they have forgotten the Lord their God.

				22 Return, you faithless children.

				I will heal your unfaithfulness.

				"Here we are, coming to You,

				for You are the Lord our God.

				23 Surely, falsehood comes from the hills,

				commotion from the mountains,

				but the salvation of Israel

				is only in the Lord our God.  (See Hs #4:God's Forgiveness.)

				24 From the time of our youth

				the shameful one has consumed

				what our fathers have worked for —

				their flocks and their herds,

				their sons and their daughters.

				25 Let us lie down in our shame;

				let our disgrace cover us.

				We have sinned against the Lord our God,

				both we and our fathers,

				from the time of our youth even to this day.

				We have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our God."

				

	

Blessing or Curse

				4 If you return,u Israel —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				you will return to Me,

				if you remove your detestable idols

				from My presence

				and do not waver,

				2 then you can swear,"As the Lord lives,"

				in truth, in justice, and in righteousness,

				then the nations will be blessedv by Him

				and will pride themselves in Him.

				

				3 For this is what the Lord says to the men of Judah and Jerusalem:

				

				Break up the unplowed ground;

				do not sow among the thorns.

				4 Circumcise yourselves to the Lord;

				remove the foreskin of your hearts,

				men of Judah and residents of Jerusalem.

				Otherwise, My wrath will break out like fire

				and burn with no one to extinguish it

				because of your evil deeds.

				A Principle to Live By - True Repentance

				[image: Getz0794.png]

				#8 When we become aware of our sins, we should engage in repentance that comes from 
the heart.

				God wanted to have a restored relationship with His people. However, it would not happen apart from true repentance, which must involve broken hearts. Though they had been physically circumcised, the only circumcision that God would accept was spiritual (4:4). Paul also made this point:

				For a person is not a Jew who is one outwardly, and true circumcision is not something visible in the flesh. On the contrary, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision is of the heart—by the Spirit, not the letter. That man's praise is not from men but from God. (Rm 2:28-29)  (See Rm #5:A Heart Experience.)

				

				Repentance is essential to any restoration to fellowship with God in our conversion to Christ. Regarding conversion, faith and repentance are inseparable; faith in Christ alone for salvation involves a simultaneous change of mind and change of heart to follow Christ. Luke wrote,

				This is what is written: The Messiah would suffer and rise from the dead the third day, and repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning at Jerusalem. (Lk 24:46-47)

				Regarding living in fellowship with God as a Christian, true repentance means spiritual brokenness over our sins and a determination to live a holy life. Again, it must reflect a broken heart. When Jesus Christ spoke to the church in Laodicea, He said,

				As many as I love, I rebuke and discipline. So be committed and repent. (Rv 3:19)  (See Jos #16: Forgiveness and Freedom.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some people who are caught in sin demonstrate sorrow but not true godly sorrow leading to true repentance?

				

				

	

Judgment from the North

				5 Declare in Judah, proclaim in Jerusalem, and say:

				

				Blow the ram's horn throughout the land.

				Cry out loudly and say:

				Assemble yourselves,

				and let's flee to the fortified cities.

				6 Lift up a signal flag toward •Zion.

				Run for cover! Don't stand still!

				For I am bringing disaster from the north —

				a great destruction.

				7 A lion has gone up from his thicket;

				a destroyer of nations has set out.

				He has left his lair

				to make your land a waste.

				Your cities will be reduced to uninhabited ruins.

				8 Because of this, put on •sackcloth;

				mourn and wail,

				for the Lord's burning anger

				has not turned away from us.

				

				9 "On that day" — this is the Lord's declaration —"the king and the officials will lose their courage. The priests will tremble in fear, and the prophets will be scared speechless."

				10 I said,"Oh no, Lord God, You have certainly deceived this people and Jerusalem, by announcing, 'You will have peace,' while a sword is atw our throats."

				11 "At that time it will be said to this people and to Jerusalem, 'A searing wind blows from the barren heights in the wilderness on the way to My dearx people. It comes not to winnow or to sift; 12 a wind too strong for this comes at My call.y Now I will also pronounce judgments against them.'"

				

				13 Look, he advances like clouds;

				his chariots are like a storm.

				His horses are swifter than eagles.

				Woe to us, for we are ruined!

				14 Wash the evil from your heart, Jerusalem,

				so that you will be delivered.

				How long will you harbor

				malicious thoughts within you?

				15 For a voice announces from Dan,

				proclaiming malice from Mount Ephraim.

				16 Warn the nations: Look!

				Proclaim to Jerusalem:

				Those who besiege are coming

				from a distant land;

				they raise their voices

				against the cities of Judah.

				17 They have her surrounded

				like those who guard a field,

				because she has rebelled against Me.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				18 Your way of life and your actions

				have brought this on you.

				This is your punishment. It is very bitter,

				because it has reached your heart!  (Review Jr #4: Sin's Consequences.)

				

	

Jeremiah's Lament

				19 My anguish, my anguish!z I writhe in agony!

				Oh, the pain inaa my heart!

				My heart pounds;

				I cannot be silent.

				For you, my soul,

				have heard the sound of the ram's horn —

				the shout of battle.  (See Lk #44:Christ's Compassionate Love.)

				20 Disaster after disaster is reported

				because the whole land is destroyed.

				Suddenly my tents are destroyed,

				my tent curtains, in a moment.

				

				21 How long must I see the signal flag

				and hear the sound of the ram's horn?

				

				22 "For My people are fools;

				they do not know Me.

				They are foolish children,

				without understanding.

				They are skilled in doing what is evil,

				but they do not know how to do what is good."

				

				23 I looked at the earth,

				and it was formless and empty.

				I looked to the heavens,

				and their light was gone.

				24 I looked at the mountains,

				and they were quaking;

				all the hills shook.

				25 I looked, and no man was left;

				all the birds of the sky had fled.

				26 I looked, and the fertile field was a wilderness.

				All its cities were torn down

				because of the Lord

				and His burning anger.

				

				27 For this is what the Lord says:

				

				The whole land will be a desolation,

				but I will not finish it off.

				28 Because of this, the earth will mourn;

				the skies above will grow dark.

				I have spoken; I have planned,

				and I will not relent or turn back from it.

				

				29 Every city flees

				at the sound of the horseman and the archer.

				They enter the thickets

				and climb among the rocks.

				Every city is abandoned;

				no inhabitant is left.

				30 And you, devastated one, what are you doing

				that you dress yourself in scarlet,

				that you adorn yourself with gold jewelry,

				that you enlarge your eyes with paint?

				You beautify yourself for nothing.

				Your lovers reject you;

				they want to take your life.

				31 I hear a cry like a woman in labor,

				a cry of anguish like one bearing her first child.

				The cry of Daughter Zion gasping for breath,

				stretching out her hands:

				Woe is me, for my life is weary

				because of the murderers!

				

	

The Depravity of Jerusalem

				5 Roam through the streets of Jerusalem.

				Look and take note;

				search in her squares.

				If you find one person,

				any who acts justly,

				who seeks to be faithful,

				then I will forgive her.

				2 When they say,"As the Lord lives,"

				they are swearing falsely.

				3 Lord, don't Your eyes look for faithfulness?

				You have struck them, but they felt no pain.

				You finished them off,

				but they refused to accept discipline.

				They made their faces harder than rock,

				and they refused to return.

				

				4 Then I thought:

				

				They are just the poor;

				they have played the fool.

				For they don't understand the way of the Lord,

				the justice of their God.

				5 I will go to the powerful

				and speak to them.

				Surely they know the way of the Lord,

				the justice of their God.

				However, these also had broken the yoke

				and torn off the chains.

				6 Therefore, a lion from the forest will strike them down.

				A wolf from an arid plain will ravage them.

				A leopard keeps watch over their cities.

				Anyone who leaves them will be torn to pieces

				because their rebellious acts are many,

				their unfaithful deeds numerous.

				

				7 Why should I forgive you?

				Your children have abandoned Me

				and sworn by those who are not gods.

				I satisfied their needs, yet they committed 
adultery;

				they gashed themselves at theab 
prostitute's house.

				8 They are well-fed,ac eagerad stallions,

				each neighing after someone else's wife.

				9 Should I not punish them for these things?

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				Should I not avenge Myself

				on such a nation as this?

				

				10 Go up among her vineyard terraces and destroy 
them,

				but do not finish them off.

				Prune away her shoots,

				for they do not belong to the Lord.

				11 They, the house of Israel and the house of Judah,

				have dealt very treacherously with Me.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				12 They have contradicted the Lord

				and insisted,"It won't happen.ae

				Harm won't come to us;

				we won't see sword or famine."

				13 The prophets become only wind,

				for the Lord's word is not in them.

				This will in fact happen to them.

				

	

Coming Judgment

				14 Therefore, this is what the Lord God of •Hosts says:

				

				Because you have spoken this word,

				I am going to make My words

				become fire in your mouth.

				These people are the wood,

				and the fire will consume them.

				15 I am about to bring a nation

				from far away against you,

				house of Israel.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				It is an established nation,

				an ancient nation,

				a nation whose language you do not know

				and whose speech you do not understand.

				16 Their quiver is like an open grave;

				they are all mighty warriors.

				17 They will consume your harvest and your food.

				They will consume your sons and your daughters.

				They will consume your flocks and your herds.

				They will consume your vines and your fig trees.

				They will destroy with the sword

				your fortified cities in which you trust.

				

				18 "But even in those days" — this is the Lord's declaration —"I will not finish you off. 19 When people ask, 'For what offense has the Lord our God done all these things to us? ' You will respond to them: Just as you abandoned Me and served foreign gods in your land, so will you serve strangers in a land that is not yours.

				20 "Declare this in the house of Jacob; proclaim it in Judah, saying:

				

				21 Hear this,

				you foolish and senselessaf people.

				They have eyes, but they don't see.

				They have ears, but they don't hear.

				22 Do you not •fear Me?

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				Do you not tremble before Me,

				the One who set the sand as the boundary of the sea,

				an enduring barrier that it cannot cross?

				The waves surge, but they cannot prevail.

				They roar but cannot pass over it.

				23 But these people have stubborn and 
rebellious hearts.

				They have turned aside and have gone away.

				24 They have not said to themselves,

				'Let's fear the Lord our God,

				who gives the rain, both early and late, in its 
season,

				who guarantees to us the fixed weeks of the harvest.'

				25 Your •guilty acts have diverted these things from you.

				Your sins have withheld My bounty from you,

				26 for wicked men live among My people.

				They watch like fowlers lying in wait.ag

				They set a trap;

				they catch men.

				27 Like a cage full of birds,

				so their houses are full of deceit.

				Therefore they have grown powerful and rich.

				28 They have become fat and sleek.

				They have also excelled in evil matters.

				They have not taken up cases,

				such as the case of the fatherless, so they might prosper,

				and they have not defended the rights of the needy.

				29 Should I not punish them for these things?

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				Should I not avenge Myself

				on such a nation as this?  (See Jms #12:Materialistic Idolatry.)

				

				30 A horrible, terrible thing

				has taken place in the land.

				31 The prophets prophesy falsely,

				and the priests rule by their own authority.

				My people love it like this.

				But what will you do at the end of it?

				A Principle to Live By - Total Depravity
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				#9 As history continues to unfold, we should expect that human beings generally will 
increasingly choose sinful behavior rather than righteousness.

				Jeremiah was terribly disillusioned and in deep anguish at what he saw in God's people (4:19). Everyone had turned away from God to engage in horrible idolatry and immorality (5:1). Even among the political and spiritual leaders, no one could be found who had remained faithful (vv. 5,30-31). 

				The children of Israel illustrate how people all over the world will behave as we approach the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul prophesied what will happen in the last days:

				For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, without love for what is good, traitors, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding to the form of godliness but denying its power. Avoid these people! (2Tm 3:2-5)  (See 2Tm #8:Standing Firm on Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				How should the progressive depravity in our various cultures impact our lives as Christians?

				

				

	

Threatened Siege of Jerusalem

				6 "Run for cover, Benjaminites,

				out of Jerusalem!

				Sound the ram's horn in Tekoa;

				raise a smoke signal over Beth-haccherem,

				for disaster threatens from the north,

				even great destruction.

				2 Though she is beautiful and delicate,

				I will destroyah Daughter •Zion.

				3 Shepherds and their flocks will come against her;

				they will pitch their tents all around her.

				Each will pasture his own portion.

				4 Set them apart for war against her;

				rise up, let's attack at noon.

				Woe to us, for the day is passing;

				the evening shadows grow long.

				5 Rise up, let's attack by night.

				Let us destroy her fortresses."

				

				6 For this is what the Lord of •Hosts says:

				

				Cut down the trees;

				raise a siege ramp against Jerusalem.

				This city must be punished.

				There is nothing but oppression within her.

				7 As a well gushes out its water,

				so she pours out her evil.ai

				Violence and destruction resound in her.

				Sickness and wounds keep coming to My 
attention.

				8 Be warned, Jerusalem,

				or I will turn away from you;

				I will make you a desolation,

				a land without inhabitants.

				

	

Wrath on Israel

				9 This is what the Lord of Hosts says:

				

				Glean the remnant of Israel

				as thoroughly as a vine.

				Pass your hand once more like a grape gatherer

				over the branches.

				

				10 Who can I speak to and give such a warningaj

				that they will listen?

				Look, their ear is uncircumcised,

				so they cannot pay attention.

				See, the word of the Lord has become 
contemptible to them —

				they find no pleasure in it.

				11 But I am full of the Lord's wrath;

				I am tired of holding it back.

				Pour it out on the children in the street,

				on the gang of young men as well.

				For both husband and wife will be captured,

				the old with the very old.ak

				12 Their houses will be turned over to others,

				their fields and wives as well,

				for I will stretch out My hand

				against the inhabitants of the land.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				13 For from the least to the greatest of them,

				everyone is making profit dishonestly.

				From prophet to priest,

				everyone deals falsely.

				14 They have treated My people's brokenness 
superficially,

				claiming,"Peace, peace,"

				when there is no peace.

				15 Were they ashamed when they acted so 
abhorrently?

				They weren't at all ashamed.

				They can no longer feel humiliation.

				Therefore, they will fall among the fallen.

				When I punish them, they will collapse,

				says the Lord.

				

	

Disaster because of Disobedience

				16 This is what the Lord says:

				

				Stand by the roadways and look.

				Ask about the ancient paths:

				Which is the way to what is good?

				Then take it

				and find rest for yourselves.

				But they protested,"We won't!"

				

				17 I appointed watchmen over you

				and said: Listen for the sound of the ram's horn.

				But they protested,"We won't listen!"

				

				18 Therefore listen, you nations

				and you witnesses,

				learn what the charge is against them.

				19 Listen, earth!

				I am about to bring disaster on these people,

				the fruit of their own plotting,

				for they have paid no attention to My word.

				They have rejected My instruction.

				20 What use to Me is frankincense from Sheba

				or sweet cane from a distant land?

				Your •burnt offerings are not acceptable;

				your sacrifices do not please Me.  (See 1Sm #25:Prideful Behavior; Ezk #34: A Holy Sanctuary.)

				21 Therefore, this is what the Lord says:

				I am going to place stumbling blocks before 
these people;

				fathers and sons together will stumble over them;

				friends and neighbors will also perish.

				

	

A Cruel Nation from the North

				22 This is what the Lord says:

				

				Look, an army is coming from a northern land;

				a great nation will be awakened

				from the remote regions of the earth.

				23 They grasp bow and javelin.

				They are cruel and show no mercy.

				Their voice roars like the sea,

				and they ride on horses,

				

				lined up like men in battle formation

				against you, Daughter Zion.

				

				24 We have heard about it,

				and we are discouraged.al

				Distress has seized us —

				pain like a woman in labor.

				25 Don't go out to the fields;

				don't walk on the road.

				For the enemy has a sword;

				terror is on every side.

				

				26 My dearam people, dress yourselves in 
•sackcloth

				and roll in the dust.

				Mourn as you would for an only son,

				a bitter lament,

				for suddenly the destroyer will come on us.

				

	

Jeremiah Appointed as an Examiner

				27 I have appointed you to be an assayer among My people —

				a refiner an —

				so you may know and assay their way of life.

				28 All are stubborn rebels

				spreading slander.

				They are bronze and iron;

				all of them are corrupt.

				29 The bellows blow,

				blasting the lead with fire.

				The refining is completely in vain;

				the evil ones are not separated out.

				30 They are called rejected silver,

				for the Lord has rejected them.

				A Principle to Live By - A Seared Conscience
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				#10 True repentance must include a sense of shame combined with a humble and teachable 
spirit. 

				The people of Judah illustrated the opposite of true repentance. They felt no shame (v. 15). Their consciences were seared. They would not listen, even though they were told disaster was coming. Though they continued to go through religious rituals, they were totally devoid of genuine worship experiences (v. 20). 

				Paul informed Timothy that even among some professing Christians we will see some of these same things happening as we draw closer to the second coming of Jesus Christ:

				Now the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will depart from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and the teachings of demons, through the hypocrisy of liars whose consciences are seared. (1Tm 4:1-2)  (See 1Kg #35:Hardness of Heart.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does David's experience, described in Psalm 51, illustrate positively the above principle from Isaiah? (See Ps #49:Authentic Repentance.)

				

				

	

False Trust in the Temple

				7 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 "Stand in the gate of the house of the Lord and there call out this word: Hear the word of the Lord, all you people of Judah who enter through these gates to worship the Lord.

				3 "This is what the Lord of •Hosts, the God of Israel, says: Correct your ways and your deeds, and I will allow you to live in this place. 4 Do not trust deceitful words, chanting: This is the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord. 5 Instead, if you really change your ways and your actions, if you act justly toward one another,ao 6 if you no longer oppress the foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow and no longer shed innocent blood in this place or follow other gods, bringing harm on yourselves, 7 I will allow you to live in this place, the land I gave to your ancestors long ago and forever. 8 But look, you keep trusting in deceitful words that cannot help.

				9 "Do you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, burn incense to •Baal, and follow other gods that you have not known?10 Then do you come and stand before Me in this house called by My name and say, 'We are delivered, so we can continue doing all these detestable acts'? 11 Has this house, which is called by My name, become a den of robbers in your view? Yes, I too have seen it."

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

	

Shiloh As a Warning

				12 "But return to My place that was at Shiloh, where I made My name dwell at first. See what I did to it because of the evil of My people Israel. 13 Now, because you have done all these things" — this is the Lord's declaration —"and because I have spoken to you time and time againap but you wouldn't listen, and I have called to you, but you wouldn't answer, 14 what I did to Shiloh I will do to the house that is called by My name — the house in which you trust — the place that I gave you and your ancestors. 15 I will drive you from My presence, just as I drove out all of your brothers, all the descendants of Ephraim.

				A Principle to Live By - A Form of Godliness

				[image: Getz0797.png]

				#11 We must not defile the church by having close fellowship with people who claim to be Christians but who persistently live out of harmony with God's will. 

				When Josiah discovered the book of the law, he did his best to bring reform to Judah. He cleared the temple of Baal and Asherah worship (2Kg 23:4). However, his successors Jehoahaz and Jehoiakim"did what was evil in the Lord's sight just as [their] ancestors had done" (2Kg 23:32,37). They once again allowed idolatry and immorality to become a part of temple worship.  (See 2Kg #25:Biblical Renewal.)

				Sadly, the people believed that because this was"the temple of the Lord" they were safe from God's judgment (Jr 7:4). Not so! The congregation had become defiled, so God no longer occupied or defended His temple. Jeremiah, speaking for God, reminded them of what had happened to the tabernacle in Shiloh when Israel continued to engage in evil. They tried to use the ark of the covenant as a magical means to defeat the Philistines. Consequently, thousands of Israelites lost their lives along with Eli's evil sons, Hophni and Phinehas (1Sm 4:1-11).  (See 1Sm #9:Misplaced Faith.)

				Paul warned Timothy that there will be those in the last days who will have a"form of godliness" but who will reject God's power. Paul exhorted believers to"avoid these people!" (2Tm 3:5). This, of course, does not mean we should withdraw from the world and cease to be salt and light. It does mean we cannot fellowship with these people and share their values. If we do, we'll become like them, and the church will become defiled.  (See 1Co #12:Church Discipline.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we be Christ's witness in this world and yet obey Paul's exhortation to Timothy to"avoid these people"? (See 1Co 5:9-13.)

				

				

	

Do Not Pray for Judah

				16 "As for you, do not pray for these people. Do not offer a cry or a prayer on their behalf, and do not beg Me, for I will not listen to you. 17 Don't you see how they behave in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? 18 The sons gather wood, the fathers light the fire, and the women knead dough to make cakes for the queen of heaven, and they pour out •drink offerings to other gods so that they provoke Me to anger. 19 But are they really provoking Me?" This is the Lord's declaration."Isn't it they themselves being provoked to disgrace?"

				20 Therefore, this is what the Lord God says:"Look, My anger — My burning wrath — is about to be poured out on this place, on man and beast, on the tree of the field, and on the produce of the land. My wrath will burn and not be quenched."

				

	

Obedience Over Sacrifice

				21 This is what the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says:"Add your •burnt offerings to your other sacrifices, and eat the meat yourselves, 22 for when I brought your ancestors out of the land of Egypt, I did not speak with them or command them concerning burnt offering and sacrifice. 23 However, I did give them this command: Obey Me, and then I will be your God, and you will be My people. You must follow every way I command you so that it may go well with you. 24 Yet they didn't listen or pay attention but followed their own advice and according to their own stubborn, evil heart. They went backward and not forward. 25 Since the day your ancestors came out of the land of Egypt until this day, I have sent all My servants the prophets to you time and time again.aq 26 However, they wouldn't listen to Me or pay attention but became obstinate;ar they did more evil than their ancestors.

				

	

A Lament for Disobedient Judah

				27 "When you speak all these things to them, they will not listen to you. When you call to them, they will not answer you. 28 You must therefore declare to them: This is the nation that would not listen to the voice of the Lord their God and would not accept discipline. Truthas has perished — it has disappeared from their mouths. 29 Cut off the hair of your sacred vowat and throw it away. Raise up a dirge on the barren heights, for the Lord has rejected and abandoned the generation under His wrath.

				30 "For the Judeans have done what is evil in My sight." This is the Lord's declaration."They have set up their detestable things in the house that is called by My name and defiled it. 31 They have built the •high places of •Tophethau in the Valley of Hinnom in order to burn their sons and daughters in the fire, a thing I did not command; I never entertained the thought.av

				32 "Therefore, take note! Days are coming" — the Lord's declaration —"when this place will no longer be called Topheth and the Valley of Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter. Topheth will become a cemetery,aw because there will be no other burial place. 33 The corpses of these people will become food for the birds of the sky and for the wild animals of the land, with no one to scare them away. 34 I will remove from the cities of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem the sound of joy and gladness and the voices of the groom and the bride, for the land will become a desolate waste.

				

	

Death over Life

				8 "At that time" — this is the Lord's declaration —"the bones of the kings of Judah, the bones of 
her officials, the bones of the priests, the bones of the prophets, and the bones of the residents of Jerusalem will be brought out of their graves. 2 They will be exposed to the sun, the moon, and the whole heavenly •host, which they have loved, served, followed, consulted, and worshiped. Their bones will not be collected and buried but will become like manure on the surface of the soil. 3 Death will be chosen over life by all the survivors of this evil family, those who remain wherever I have banished them." This is the declaration of the Lord of Hosts.

				4 "You are to say to them: This is what the Lord says:

				

				Do people fall and not get up again?

				If they turn away, do they not return?

				5 Why have these people turned away?

				Why is Jerusalem always turning away?

				They take hold of deceit;

				they refuse to return.

				6 I have paid careful attention.

				They do not speak what is right.

				No one regrets his evil,

				asking, 'What have I done?'

				Everyone has stayed his course

				like a horse rushing into battle.

				7 Even the stork in the sky

				knows her seasons.

				The turtledove, swallow, and craneax

				are aware of their migration,

				but My people do not know

				the requirements of the Lord.

				

	

Punishment for Judah's Leaders

				8 "How can you claim, 'We are wise;

				the law of the Lord is with us'?

				In fact, the lying pen of scribes

				has produced falsehood.

				9 The wise will be put to shame;

				they will be dismayed and snared.

				They have rejected the word of the Lord,

				so what wisdom do they really have?  (See Ti #4:Bold Confrontation.)

				10 Therefore, I will give their wives to other men,

				their fields to new occupants,

				for from the least to the greatest,

				everyone is making profit dishonestly.

				From prophet to priest,

				everyone deals falsely.

				11 They have treated superficially the brokenness

				of My dearay people,

				claiming, 'Peace, peace,'

				when there is no peace.

				12 Were they ashamed when they acted so 
abhorrently?

				They weren't at all ashamed.

				They can no longer feel humiliation.

				Therefore, they will fall among the fallen.

				When I punish them, they will collapse,"

				says the Lord.

				

				13 I will gather them and bring them to an end.az

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				There will be no grapes on the vine,

				no figs on the fig tree,

				and even the leaf will wither.

				Whatever I have given them will be lost to them.

				

	

God's People Unrepentant

				14 Why are we just sitting here?

				Gather together; let us enter the fortified cities

				and perish there,ba

				for the Lord our God has destroyedbb us.

				He has given us poisoned water to drink,

				because we have sinned against the Lord.

				15 We hoped for peace, but there was nothing 
good;

				for a time of healing, but there was only terror.

				

				16 From Dan the snorting of horses is heard.

				At the sound of the neighing of mighty steeds,

				the whole land quakes.

				They come to devour the land and everything in it,

				the city and all its residents.

				17 Indeed, I am about to send snakes among 
you,

				poisonous vipers that cannot be charmed.

				They will bite you.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Corporate Discipline

				[image: Getz0798.png]

				#12 If a local church continues to violate the clear teachings of Scriptures, we should expect the Lord to eventually discipline that group of professing Christians.

				Throughout their history, God repeatedly delivered the children of Israel from judgment when they cried out to Him. Inevitably, after they were rescued they returned to their sinful ways. Finally, the Lord instructed Jeremiah not even to pray for the people of Judah (7:16). Judgment was coming. The Babylonians would overrun Jerusalem, destroying many people and taking a number of survivors into Babylonian captivity. 

				God has promised never to forsake those of us who are followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. However, He has warned local churches to be aware of His discipline for continuing in sin. When Jesus Christ spoke directly to the seven churches in Asia, His words are clear, sobering, and penetrating.  (See Rv #3 through #9)

				Reflections and Response

				How can we know when to leave a church because of sin in that local community?  (See Jn #2:The Deity of Christ.)

				

				

	

Lament over Judah

				18 My joy has flown away;

				grief has settled on me.

				My heart is sick.

				19 Listen — the cry of my dearbc people

				from a far away land,

				"Is the Lord no longer in •Zion,

				her King not within her?"

				Why have they provoked me to anger

				with their carved images,

				with their worthless foreign idols?

				20 Harvest has passed, summer has ended,

				but we have not been saved.

				21 I am broken by the brokenness

				of my dearbd people.

				I mourn; horror has taken hold of me.

				22 Is there no balm in Gilead?

				Is there no physician there?

				So why has the healing of my dearbe people

				not come about?  (See Ex #33:Supernatural 
Compassion.)

				

				9bf If my head were a spring of water,

				my eyes a fountain of tears,

				I would weep day and night

				over the slain of my dearbg people.

				2 bh If only I had a traveler's lodging place

				in the wilderness,

				I would abandon my people

				and depart from them,

				for they are all adulterers,

				a solemn assembly of treacherous people.

				

				3 They bent their tongues like their bows;

				lies and not faithfulness prevail in the land,

				for they proceed from one evil to another,

				and they do not take Me into account.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

	

Imminent Ruin and Exile

				4 Everyone has to be on guard against his friend.

				Don't trust any brother,

				for every brother will certainly deceive,

				and every friend spread slander.

				5 Each one betrays his friend;

				no one tells the truth.

				They have taught their tongues to speak lies;

				they wear themselves out doing wrong.

				6 You live in a world of deception. bi

				In their deception they refuse to know Me.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				7 Therefore, this is what the Lord of •Hosts says:

				

				I am about to refine them and test them,

				for what else can I do

				because of My dearbj people? bk

				8 Their tongues are deadly arrows —

				they speak deception.

				With his mouth

				a man speaks peaceably with his friend,

				but inwardly he sets up an ambush.

				9 Should I not punish them for these things?

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				Should I not avenge Myself

				on such a nation as this?

				

				10 I will raise weeping and a lament

				over the mountains,

				a dirge over the wilderness grazing land,

				for they have been so scorched

				that no one passes through.

				The sound of cattle is no longer heard.

				From the birds of the sky to the animals,

				everything has fled — they have gone away.

				11 I will make Jerusalem a heap of rubble,

				a jackals' den.

				

				I will make the cities of Judah a desolation,

				an uninhabited place.

				

				12 Who is the man wise enough to understand this? Who has the Lord spoken to, that he may explain it? Why is the land destroyed and scorched like a wilderness, so no one can pass through?

				13 The Lord said,"It is because they abandoned My instruction that I set in front of them and did not obey My voice or walk according to it. 14 Instead, they followed the stubbornness of their hearts and followed after the •Baals as their fathers taught them." 15 Therefore, this is what the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says:"I am about to feed this people •wormwood and give them poisonous water to drink. 16 I will scatter them among the nations that they and their fathers have not known. I will send a sword after them until I have finished them off."  (See Dt #29:Blessings and Curses.)

				

	

Mourning over Judah

				17 This is what the Lord of Hosts says:

				

				Consider, and summon the women who mourn;

				send for the skillful women.

				18 Let them come quickly to raise a lament over us

				so that our eyes may overflow with tears,

				our eyelids soaked with weeping.

				19 For a sound of lamentation is heard from •Zion:

				How devastated we are.

				We are greatly ashamed,

				for we have abandoned the land;

				our dwellings have been torn down.

				

				20 Now hear the word of the Lord, you women.

				Pay attention tobl the word of His mouth.

				Teach your daughters a lament

				and one another a dirge,

				21 for Death has climbed through our windows;

				it has entered our fortresses,

				cutting off children from the streets,

				young men from the squares.

				

				22 Speak as follows:

				This is what the Lord says:

				

				Human corpses will fall

				like manure on the surface of the field,

				like newly cut grain after the reaper

				with no one to gather it.

				

	

Boast in the Lord

				23 This is what the Lord says:

				

				The wise man must not boast in his wisdom;

				the strong man must not boast in his strength;

				the wealthy man must not boast in his wealth.

				24 But the one who boasts should boast in this,

				that he understands and knows Me —

				that I am •Yahweh, showing faithful love,

				justice, and righteousness on the earth,

				for I delight in these things.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Practicing Humility
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				#13 We must never allow arrogance to take control of our lives. 

				At the heart of Judah's problem was pride, a sin Moses had warned God's people against before they ever entered the promised land. When they inherited all the good things in Canaan, they were to be careful lest their hearts"become proud" and they"forget the Lord" who had delivered them from Egyptian bondage (Dt 8:11-14). Unfortunately, again and again they turned away from the Lord and worshiped false gods (Jr 8:19).  (See Dt #12:Prideful Behavior.)

				Arrogance hardens our hearts. We will suffer the consequences when we boast in what we consider our own"wisdom,"strength," and"wealth" (Jr 9:23). Under God's grace, the serious results of our sin may not even appear in this life, but we will all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. Sadly, some Christians will have no rewards with which to glorify and worship the One who saved them (Rv 4:9-11). This applies particularly to leaders, such as pastors and parents. Listen to Paul's words to the Corinthians, who in their carnality were very arrogant:

				No one can lay any other foundation than what has been laid down. That foundation is Jesus Christ. If anyone builds on that foundation with gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay, or straw, each one's work will become obvious, for the day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire; the fire will test the quality of each one's work. If anyone's work that he has built survives, he will receive a reward. If anyone's work is burned up, it will be lost, but he will be saved; yet it will be like an escape through fire. (1Co 3:11-15; see also 4:18-19.)  (See 1Co #8:The True Foundation.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what subtle ways can pride become a part of our lives as Christians?  (See Jms #10:Humility versus Pride.)

				

				25 "The days are coming" — the Lord's declaration —"when I will punish all the circumcised yet uncircumcised: 26 Egypt, Judah, Edom, the Ammonites, Moab, and all the inhabitants of the desert who clip the hair on their temples.bm All these nations are uncircumcised, and the whole house of Israel is uncircumcised in heart."  (See Rm #5:A Heart Experience.)

				

	

False Gods Contrasted with the Creator

				10 Hear the word that the Lord has spoken tobn you, house of Israel. 2 This is what the Lord says:

				

				Do not learn the way of the nations

				or be terrified by signs in the heavens,

				although the nations are terrified by them,

				3 for the customs of the peoples are worthless.

				Someone cuts down a tree from the forest;

				it is worked by the hands of a craftsman with a chisel.

				4 He decorates it with silver and gold.

				It is fastened with hammer and nails,

				so it won't totter.

				5 Like scarecrows in a cucumber patch,

				their idols cannot speak.

				They must be carried because they 
cannot walk.

				Do not fear them for they can do no harm —

				and they cannot do any good.

				

				6 •Yahweh, there is no one like You.

				You are great;

				Your name is great in power.

				7 Who should not •fear You,

				King of the nations?

				It is what You deserve.

				For among all the wise people of the nations

				and among all their kingdoms,

				there is no one like You.

				8 They are both stupid and foolish,

				instructed by worthless idols

				made of wood!

				

				9 Beaten silver is brought from Tarshish,

				and gold from Uphazbo

				from the hands of a goldsmith,

				the work of a craftsman.

				Their clothing is blue and purple,

				all the work of skilled artisans.

				10 But Yahweh is the true God;

				He is the living God and eternal King.

				The earth quakes at His wrath,

				and the nations cannot endure His rage.

				

				11 You are to say this to them,"The gods that did not make the heavens and the earth will perish from the earth and from under these heavens." bp

				

				12 He made the earth by His power,

				established the world by His wisdom,

				and spread out the heavens by His 
understanding.

				13 When He thunders,bq

				the waters in the heavens are in turmoil,

				and He causes the clouds to rise

				from the ends of the earth.

				He makes lightning for the rain

				and brings the wind from His storehouses.

				

				14 Everyone is stupid and ignorant.

				Every goldsmith is put to shame

				by his carved image,

				for his cast images are a lie;

				there is no breath in them.

				15 They are worthless, a work to be mocked.

				At the time of their punishment

				they will be destroyed.

				16 Jacob's Portion is not like these

				because He is the One who formed all things.

				Israel is the tribe of His inheritance;

				Yahweh of •Hosts is His name.  (See Ps #77:Avoiding Idolatry.)

				

				

	

Exile After the Siege

				17 Gather up your belongingsbr from the ground,

				you who live under siege.

				

				18 For this is what the Lord says:

				

				Look, I am slinging out

				the land's residents at this time

				and bringing them such distress

				that they will feel it.

				

	

Jeremiah Grieves

				19 Woe to me because of my brokenness —

				I am severely wounded!

				I exclaimed,"This is my intense suffering,

				but I must bear it."

				20 My tent is destroyed;

				all my tent cords are snapped.

				My sons have departed from me and are no more.

				I have no one to pitch my tent again

				or to hang up my curtains.

				21 For the shepherds are stupid:

				they don't seek the Lord.

				Therefore they have not prospered,

				and their whole flock is scattered.

				22 Listen! A noise — it is coming —

				a great commotion from the land to the north.

				The cities of Judah will be made desolate,

				a jackals' den.

				

				23 I know, Lord,

				that a man's way of life is not his own;

				no one who walks determines his own steps.

				24 Discipline me, Lord, but with justice —

				not in Your anger,

				or You will reduce me to nothing.

				25 Pour out Your wrath on the nations

				that don't recognize You

				and on the families

				that don't call on Your name,

				for they have consumed Jacob;

				they have consumed him and finished him off

				and made his homeland desolate.

				A Principle to Live By - Christlike Love
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				#14 Even when people do not respond positively to God's message, spiritual leaders must maintain sincere love and compassion. 

				Jeremiah probably had the most difficult task of any Old Testament prophet. He was asked to proclaim a message of repentance to the people of Judah knowing they would not respond positively. Rather than becoming vindictive because of their hardened hearts and perverse ways, he often wept."My heart is sick," he wrote (8:18). He suffered deeply (10:19); he has often been called"the weeping prophet" (see 13:17 and 14:17). 

				In the midst of all of his pain, Jeremiah identified with Judah's sin. Knowing judgment was coming, he pleaded with God that He would act based on His"justice" rather than His"anger" (10:24). 

				Paul could identify with this kind of love and compassion for wayward people, which in some respects made him a New Testament Jeremiah. Knowing the Jews' rebellion and blindness, he wrote to the Romans,

				I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience is testifying to me with the Holy Spirit—that I have intense sorrow and continual anguish in my heart. For I could almost wish to be cursed and cut off from the Messiah for the benefit of my brothers, my own flesh and blood. (Rm 9:1-3)  (See Rm #17:A Compassionate Heart.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do John's words in his first letter illustrate sincere love and compassion?  (See 1Jn #10:Loving as Christ Loved.)

				

				

	

Reminder of the Covenant

				11 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 "Listen to the words of this covenant and tell them to the men of Judah and the residents of Jerusalem. 3 You must tell them: This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: 'Let a curse be on the man who does not obey the words of this covenant, 4 which I commanded your ancestors when I brought them out of the land of Egypt, out of the iron furnace.' I declared: 'Obey Me, and do everything that I command you, and you will be My people, and I will be your God,' 5 in order to establish the oath I swore to your ancestors, to give them a land flowing with milk and honey, as it is today."

				I answered,"•Amen, Lord."

				6 The Lord said to me,"Proclaim all these words in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem: Obey the words of this covenant and carry them out. 7 For I strongly warned your ancestors when I brought them out of the land of Egypt until today, warning them time and time again,bs 'Obey My voice.' 8 Yet they would not obey or pay attention; each one followed the stubbornness of his evil heart. So I brought on them all the curses of this covenant, because they had not done what I commanded them to do."  (See Dt #29:Blessings and Curses.)

				9 The Lord said to me,"A conspiracy has been discovered among the men of Judah and the residents of Jerusalem. 10 They have returned to the sins of their ancestors who refused to obey My words and have followed other gods to worship them. The house of Israel and the house of Judah broke My covenant I made with their ancestors.

				11 "Therefore, this is what the Lord says: I am about to bring on them disaster that they cannot escape. They will cry out to Me, but I will not hear them. 12 Then the cities of Judah and the residents of Jerusalem will go and cry out to the gods they have been burning incense to, but they certainly will not save them in their time of disaster. 13 Your gods are indeed as numerous as your cities, Judah, and the altars you have set up to Shame — altars to burn incense to •Baal — as numerous as the streets of Jerusalem.

				14 "As for you, do not pray for these people. Do not raise up a cry or a prayer on their behalf, for I will not be listening when they call out to Me at the time of their disaster.  (Review Jr #12: God's Corporate Discipline.)

				

				15 What right does My beloved have

				to be in My house,

				having carried out so many evil schemes?

				Can holy meat prevent your disaster bt

				so you can rejoice?

				16 The Lord named you

				a flourishing olive tree,

				beautiful with well-formed fruit.

				He has set fire to it,

				and its branches are consumed bu 

				with a great roaring sound.

				

				17 "The Lord of •Hosts who planted you has decreed disaster against you, because of the harm the house of Israel and the house of Judah brought on themselves, provoking Me to anger by burning incense to Baal."

				

				18 The Lord informed me, so I knew.

				Then You helped me to see their deeds,

				19 for I was like a docilebv lamb led to slaughter.

				I didn't know that they had devised plots against me:

				"Let's destroy the tree with its fruit;bw

				let's cut him off from the land of the living

				so that his name will no longer be remembered."

				20 But, Lord of Hosts, who judges righteously,

				who tests heartbx and mind,

				let me see Your vengeance on them,

				for I have presented my case to You.

				

				21 Therefore, here is what the Lord says concerning the people of Anathoth who want to take your life. They warn,"You must not prophesy in the name of •Yahweh, or you will certainly die at our hand." 22 Therefore, this is what the Lord of Hosts says:"I am about to punish them. The young men will die by the sword; their sons and daughters will die by famine.23 They will have no remnant, for I will bring disaster on the people of Anathoth in the year of their punishment."

				A Principle to Live By - Life's Challenges

				[image: Getz0801.png]

				#15 Even dedicated Christians should expect difficulties and persecution in this life.

				In his prophetic message, Jeremiah reflected back on what happened when Josiah discovered the Book of the Law. The king instituted spiritual reforms in Judah, but the people did not change internally. Consequently, their external changes soon gave way to their"uncircumcised" hearts (9:25; see also 4:4). When Jeremiah responded with messages of judgment, even the people from his hometown of Anathoth attempted to take his life (11:21). However, God assured His faithful prophet He would avenge him by bringing judgment on these people (v. 23). 

				Jeremiah's experience prefigured what happened to Jesus in Nazareth, the village where He grew up. When He read from Isaiah's prophecy regarding His mission on earth, the people from His hometown spurned Him and tried to take His life (Lk 4:16-30).  (See Mt #34:Rejection.)

				In many parts of the world today, Christians enjoy incredible freedom to lead God-fearing lives and to share their faith freely. It is not always that way. Paul wrote to first-century believers,

				In fact, all those who want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. Evil people and impostors will become worse, deceiving and being deceived. (2Tm 3:12-13) 

				Reflection and Response

				What do Paul's earlier instructions to Timothy indicate about God's will regarding our social environment? (See 1Tm #4:Prayer for Government Leaders.)

				

				

				

	

Jeremiah's Complaint

				12 You will be righteous, Lord,

				even if I bring a case against You.

				Yet, I wish to contend with You:

				Why does the way of the wicked prosper?

				Why do all the treacherous live at ease?

				2 You planted them, and they have taken root.

				They have grown and produced fruit.

				You are ever on their lips,by

				but far from their conscience.bz

				3 As for You, Lord, You know me; You see me.

				You test whether my heart is with You.

				Drag the wicked away like sheep to slaughter

				and set them apart for the day of killing.

				4 How long will the land mourn

				and the grass of every field wither?

				Because of the evil of its residents,

				animals and birds have been swept away,

				for the people have said,

				"He cannot see what our end will be." ca 

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Honesty with God
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				#16 We should feel free to share our frustrations and unanswered questions sincerely and respectfully with God. 

				Jeremiah was deeply troubled with a question that puzzles most of us: Why do the unrighteous prosper (v. 1)? Though God doesn't give us a complete explanation, it's clear throughout the Scriptures that in His sovereignty, He is just, even though it may not seem that way. So even though Jeremiah was frustrated and troubled at what was happening, he could share his feelings openly with God. (See Jb #7:Honesty with God.)

				In the New Testament, Paul wrote to the Philippians that we have a perfect right to share our deepest feelings with God:

				Don't worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. (Php 4:6)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so important to understand that we can openly share our negative thoughts and feelings 
with God?

				

				

	

The Lord's Response

				5 If you have raced with runners

				and they have worn you out,

				how can you compete with horses?

				If you stumblecb in a peaceful land,

				what will you do in the thickets of the Jordan?

				6 Even your brothers — your own father's 
household —

				even they were treacherous to you;

				even they have cried out loudly after you.

				Do not have confidence in them,

				though they speak well of you.  (See 2Tm #11:A Loyal Friend.)

				

				7 I have abandoned My house;

				I have deserted My inheritance.

				I have given the love of My life

				into the hands of her enemies.

				8 My inheritance has acted toward Me

				like a lion in the forest.

				She has roared against Me.

				Therefore, I hate her.

				9 Is My inheritance like a hyenacc to Me?

				Are birds of prey circling her?

				Go, gather all the wild animals;

				bring them to devour her.

				10 Many shepherds have destroyed My vineyard;

				they have trampled My plot of land.

				They have turned My desirable plot

				into a desolate wasteland.

				11 They have made it a desolation.

				It mourns, desolate, before Me.

				All the land is desolate,

				but no one takes it to heart.

				12 Over all the barren heights in the wilderness

				the destroyers have come,

				for the Lord has a sword that devours

				from one end of the earth to the other.

				No one has peace.

				13 They have sown wheat but harvested thorns.

				They have exhausted themselves but have no profit.

				Be put to shame by your harvests

				because of the Lord's burning anger.

				

				14 This is what the Lord says:"Concerning all My evil neighbors who attack the inheritance that I bequeathed to My people, Israel, I am about to uproot them from their land, and I will uproot the house of Judah from them. 15 After I have uprooted them, I will once again have compassion on them and return each one to his inheritance and to his land. 16 If they will diligently learn the ways of My people — to swear by My name, 'As •Yahweh lives,' just as they taught My people to swear by •Baal — they will be built up among My people. 17 However, if they will not obey, then I will uproot and destroy that nation."

				This is the Lord's declaration.  (See Is #12:Sovereignty and Free Will.)

				

	

Linen Underwear

				13 This is what the Lord said to me:"Go and buy yourself a linen undergarment and put it on,cd but do not put it in water." 2 So I bought underwear as the Lord instructed me and put it on.

				3 Then the word of the Lord came to me a second time: 4 "Take the underwear that you bought and are wearing,ce and go at once to the Euphrates and hide it in a rocky crevice." 5 So I went and hid it by the Euphrates, as the Lord commanded me.

				6 A long time later the Lord said to me,"Go at once to the Euphrates and get the underwear that I commanded you to hide there." 7 So I went to the Euphrates and dug up the underwear and got it from the place where I had hidden it, but it was ruined — of no use at all.

				8 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 9 "This is what the Lord says: Just like this I will ruin the great pride of both Judah and Jerusalem.10 These evil people, who refuse to listen to Me, who follow the stubbornness of their own hearts, and who have followed other gods to serve and worship — they will be like this underwear, of no use at all. 11 Just as underwear clings to one's waist, so I fastened the whole house of Israel and of Judah to Me" — this is the Lord's declaration —"so that they might be My people for My fame, praise, and glory, but they would not obey.

				

	

The Wine Jars

				12 "Say this to them: This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: Every jar should be filled with wine. Then they will respond to you, 'Don't we know that every jar should be filled with wine?' 13 And you will say to them: This is what the Lord says: I am about to fill all who live in this land — the kings who reign for David on his throne, the priests, the prophets and all the residents of Jerusalem — with drunkenness. 14 I will smash them against each other, fathers and sons alike" — this is the Lord's declaration."I will allow no mercy, pity, or compassion to keep Me from destroying them."

				

	

The Lord's Warning

				15 Listen and pay attention. Do not be proud,

				for the Lord has spoken.

				16 Give glory to the Lord your God

				before He brings darkness,

				before your feet stumble

				on the mountains at dusk.

				You wait for light,

				but He brings darkest gloomcf

				and makes thick darkness.

				17 But if you will not listen,

				my innermost being will weep in secret

				because of your pride.

				My eyes will overflow with tears,

				for the Lord's flock has been taken captive.

				

				

				18 Say to the king and the queen mother:

				Take a humble seat,

				for your glorious crowns

				have fallen from your heads.

				19 The cities of the •Negev are under siege;

				no one can help them.

				All of Judah has been taken into exile,

				taken completely into exile.

				20 Look up and see

				those coming from the north.

				Where is the flock entrusted to you,

				the sheep that were your pride?

				A Principle to Live By - The Power of Pride
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				#17 We are to be aware of the signs of pride that will lead to God's discipline in our lives.

				God used two symbolic acts to warn the children of Israel against the devastating results of pride: linen underwear and jars of wine. Unfortunately, due to the pride in their hearts, they did not listen, just as many Jews in the first century did not listen to the parables of Jesus, even when they understood the message was directed at them.  (See Mt #49:Seeking the Truth.)

				Note the specific reflections of pride that led God's people to engage in all kinds of evil behavior:

				
						They refused to listen to God (Jr 13:10a).

						Their hearts became more and more stubborn (v. 10b).

						They"followed other gods" (v. 10c).

				

				James warned all believers against the power of pride and advised us how to avoid the evil behavior we see in the lives of God's people in the Old Testament:

				Therefore, submit to God. But resist the Devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, sinners, and purify your hearts, double-minded people! Be miserable and mourn and weep. Your laughter must change to mourning and your joy to sorrow. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will exalt you. (Jms 4:7-10)  (See Jms #10:Humility versus Pride.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways are the three reflections of pride listed by Jeremiah evident in the lives of some professing Christians in today's world? 

				

				

	

The Destiny of Jerusalem

				21 What will you say when He appoints

				close friends as leaders over you,

				ones you yourself trained?

				Won't labor pains seize you,

				as they do a woman in labor?

				22 And when you ask yourself,

				"Why have these things happened to me?"

				It is because of your great •guilt

				that your skirts have been stripped off,

				your body exposed.cg

				23 Can the •Cushite change his skin,

				or a leopard his spots?

				If so, you might be able to do what is good,

				you who are instructed in evil.

				

				24 I will scatter youch like drifting chaff

				before the desert wind.

				25 This is your lot,

				what I have decreed for you —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				because you have forgotten Me

				and trusted in Falsehood.

				26 I will pull your skirts up over your face

				so that your shame might be seen.

				27 Your adulteries and your lustful neighing,

				your heinous prostitution

				on the hills, in the fields —

				I have seen your detestable acts.

				Woe to you, Jerusalem!

				You are •unclean —

				for how long yet?

				

				

	

The Drought

				14 The word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah concerning the drought:

				

				2 Judah mourns;

				her gates languish.

				Her people are on the ground in mourning;

				Jerusalem's cry rises up.

				3 Their nobles send their servantsci for water.

				They go to the cisterns;

				they find no water;

				their containers return empty.

				They are ashamed and humiliated;

				they cover their heads.

				4 The ground is cracked

				since no rain has fallen on the land.

				The farmers are ashamed;

				they cover their heads.  (See Dt #29:Blessings and Curses.)

				5 Even the doe in the field

				gives birth and abandons her fawn

				since there is no grass.

				6 Wild donkeys stand on the barren heights

				panting for air like jackals.

				Their eyes fail

				because there are no green plants.

				7 Though our •guilt testifies against us,

				•Yahweh, act for Your name's sake.

				Indeed, our rebellions are many;

				we have sinned against You.

				8 Hope of Israel,

				its Savior in time of distress,

				why are You like a foreigner in the land,

				like a traveler stopping only for the night?

				9 Why are You like a helpless man,

				like a warrior unable to save?

				Yet You are among us, Yahweh,

				and we are called by Your name.

				Don't leave us!  (See Dt #30:God's Focus on Israel.)

				

				10 This is what the Lord says concerning these people:

				

				Truly they love to wander;

				they never rest their feet.

				So the Lord does not accept them.

				Now He will remember their guilt

				and punish their sins.

				

	

False Prophets to be Punished

				11 Then the Lord said to me,"Do not pray for the well-being of these people.12 If they fast, I will not hear their cry of despair. If they offer •burnt offering and •grain offering, I will not accept them. Rather, I will finish them off by sword, famine, and plague."

				13 And I replied,"Oh no, Lord God! The prophets are telling them, 'You won't see sword or suffer famine. I will certainly give you true peace in this place.'"

				14 But the Lord said to me,"These prophets are prophesying a lie in My name. I did not send them, nor did I command them or speak to them. They are prophesying to you a false vision, worthless •divination, the deceit of their own minds.

				15 "Therefore, this is what the Lord says concerning the prophets who prophesy in My name, though I did not send them, and who say, 'There will never be sword or famine in this land.' By sword and famine these prophets will meet their end. 16 The people they are prophesying to will be thrown into the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and the sword. There will be no one to bury them — they, their wives, their sons, and their daughters. I will pour out their own evil on them."

				A Principle to Live By - False Prophets
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				#18 Regardless of how much we know concerning God's will, we are always to be on guard against false prophets who want to lead us astray.

				False prophets are liars and represent the"father of liars," the Devil himself (Jn 8:44). They've attempted to lead God's people astray from the beginning of time. One of Jeremiah's prophetic responsibilities was to confront these evil leaders in Israel (Jr 14:11-16). 

				Peter established this continuity between God's people in the Old Testament and in the New:

				But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, and will bring swift destruction on themselves. Many will follow their unrestrained ways, and the way of truth will be blasphemed because of them. They will exploit you in their greed with deceptive words. Their condemnation, pronounced long ago, is not idle, and their destruction does not sleep. (2Pt 2:1-3) (See 2Pt #4:False Teachers.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the safeguards for discerning truth from error?

				

				

	

Jeremiah's Request

				17 You are to speak this word to them:

				Let my eyes overflow with tears;

				day and night may they not stop,

				for the virgin daughter of my people

				has been destroyed by a great disaster,

				an extremely severe wound.

				18 If I go out to the field,

				look — those slain by the sword!

				If I enter the city,

				look — those ill from famine!

				For both prophet and priest

				travel to a land they do not know.

				

				19 Have You completely rejected Judah?

				Do You detest •Zion?

				Why do You strike us

				with no hope of healing for us?

				We hoped for peace,

				but there was nothing good;

				for a time of healing,

				but there was only terror.

				20 We acknowledge our wickedness, Lord,

				the guilt of our fathers;

				indeed, we have sinned against You.

				21 Because of Your name, don't despise us.

				Don't disdain Your glorious throne.

				Remember Your covenant with us;

				do not break it.

				22 Can any of the worthless idols of the nations bring rain?

				Or can the skies alone give showers?

				Are You not the Lord our God?

				We therefore put our hope in You,

				for You have done all these things.

				

	

The Lord's Negative Response

				15 Then the Lord said to me:"Even if Moses and Samuel should stand before Me, My compassions would not reach out to these people. Send them from My presence, and let them go. 2 If they ask you, 'Where will we go?' you must tell them: This is what the Lord says:

				

				Those destined for death, to death;

				those destined for the sword, to the sword.

				Those destined for famine, to famine;

				those destined for captivity, to captivity.

				

				3 "I will ordain four kindscj of judgment for them" — this is the Lord's declaration —"the sword to kill, the dogs to drag away, and the birds of the sky and the wild animals of the land to devour and destroy. 

				4 I will make them a horror to all the kingdoms of the earth because of Manasseh son of Hezekiah, the king of Judah, for what he did in Jerusalem.

				

				5 Who will have pity on you, Jerusalem?

				Who will show sympathy toward you?

				Who will turn aside

				to ask about your welfare?

				6 You have left Me.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				You have turned your back,

				so I have stretched out My hand against you

				and destroyed you.

				I am tired of showing compassion.

				7 I scattered them with a winnowing fork

				at the gates of the land.

				I made them childless; I destroyed My people.

				They would not turn from their ways.

				8 I made their widows more numerous

				than the sand of the seas.

				I brought a destroyer at noon

				against the mother of young men.

				I suddenly released on her

				agitation and terrors.

				9 The mother of seven grew faint;

				she breathed her last breath.

				Her sun set while it was still day;

				she was ashamed and humiliated.

				The rest of them I will give over to the sword

				in the presence of their enemies."

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

	

Jeremiah's Complaint

				10 Woe is me, my mother,

				that you gave birth to me,

				a man who incites dispute and conflict

				in all the land.

				I did not lend or borrow,

				yet everyone curses me.

				

	

The Lord's Response

				11 The Lord said:

				

				I will certainly set you free and care for you.ck

				I will certainly intercede for you

				in a time of trouble,

				in your time of distress, with the enemy.

				12 Can anyone smash iron,

				iron from the north, or bronze?

				13 I will give up your wealth

				and your treasures as plunder,

				without cost, for all your sins

				in all your borders.

				

				14 Then I will make you serve your enemies cl

				in a land you do not know,

				for My anger will kindle a fire

				that will burn against you.

				

	

Jeremiah's Prayer for Vengeance

				15 You know, Lord;

				remember me and take note of me.

				Avenge me against my persecutors.

				In Your patience,cm don't take me away.

				Know that I suffer disgrace for Your honor.

				16 Your words were found, and I ate them.

				Your words became a delight to me

				and the joy of my heart,

				for I am called by Your name,

				•Yahweh God of •Hosts.

				17 I never sat with the band of revelers,

				and I did not celebrate with them.

				Because Your hand was on me, I sat alone,

				for You filled me with indignation.

				18 Why has my pain become unending,

				my wound incurable,

				refusing to be healed?

				You truly have become like a mirage to me —

				water that is not reliable.

				

	

Jeremiah Told to Repent

				19 Therefore, this is what the Lord says:

				

				If you return, I will restore you;

				you will stand in My presence.

				And if you speak noble words,

				rather than worthless ones,

				you will be My spokesman.

				It is they who must return to you;

				you must not return to them.

				20 Then I will make you a fortified wall of bronze

				to this people.

				They will fight against you

				but will not overcome you,

				for I am with you

				to save you and deliver you.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				21 I will deliver you from the power of evil people

				and redeem you from the control of the ruthless.

				A Principle to Live By - Negative Feelings
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				#19 When engaging in spiritual warfare, we should expect negative feelings and reactions.

				Jeremiah was called by God to carry out a losing battle against evil. From the beginning, he felt insecure and intimidated. Though he had great compassion for his people, he faced continual rejection and even threats on his life. It's not surprising that his intense compassion often turned to anger—at times, even toward God. Though the Lord reassured him of His presence and power, Jeremiah at times wished he hadn't been born (v. 10; cp. 20:14-18). In spite of all the challenges, however, he remained faithful to the end.

				Again, Jeremiah's experiences in many respects parallel Paul's. Writing to the Corinthians, he stated that he and his fellow missionaries"even despaired of life" (2Co 1:8). He outlined the challenges and difficulties he faced in carrying the gospel to Jews and Gentiles:

				Five times I received 39 lashes from Jews. Three times I was beaten with rods by the Romans. Once I was stoned by my enemies. Three times I was shipwrecked. I have spent a night and a day in the open sea. On frequent journeys, I faced dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my own people, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the open country, dangers on the sea, and dangers among false brothers; labor and hardship, many sleepless nights, hunger and thirst, often without food, cold, and lacking clothing. Not to mention other things, there is the daily pressure on me: my care for all the churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I do not burn with indignation? (2Co 11:24-29) 

				We must remember, however, that in spite of severe persecution and feelings of despair, we are to"put on the full armor of God" (Eph 6:11). Even in the most difficult circumstances, Satan can be defeated. (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the challenges we all encounter that cause negative feelings similar to Jeremiah's or Paul's?

				

				

	

No Marriage for Jeremiah

				16 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 "You must not marry or have sons or daughters in this place. 3 For this is what the Lord says concerning sons and daughters born in this place as well as concerning the mothers who bear them and the fathers who father them in this land: 4 They will die from deadly diseases. They will not be mourned or buried but will be like manure on the face of the earth. They will be finished off by sword and famine. Their corpses will become food for the birds of the sky and for the wild animals of the land.

				5 "For this is what the Lord says: Don't enter a house where a mourning feast is taking place.cn Don't go to lament or sympathize with them, for I have removed My peace from these people" — this is the Lord's declaration —"as well as My faithful love and compassion. 6 Both great and small will die in this land without burial. No lament will be made for them, nor will anyone cut himself or shave his head for them. 7 Food won't be provided for the mourner to comfort him because of the dead. A cup of consolation won't be given him because of the loss of his father or mother. 8 You must not enter the house where feasting is taking place to sit with them to eat and drink. 9 For this is what the Lord of •Hosts, the God of Israel, says: I am about to eliminate from this place, before your very eyes and in your time, the sound of joy and gladness, the voice of the groom and the bride.

				A Principle to Live By - Serious Sacrifices
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				#20 When we face crises and times of persecution, we are to be willing to forego some of the God-ordained blessings of life in order to focus on immediate spiritual priorities.

				It's God's will that most human beings experience the happiness that accompanies marriage, children, and grandchildren. In spite of sin in the world, this is one of the great blessings in life. For some, it is a great healing experience, as beautifully illustrated when Joseph married Potiphera and had two sons. (See Gn #66:Psychological and Spiritual Healing.)

				There are times, however, when it's best to forego these blessings in order to achieve more important spiritual goals. This was the case for Jeremiah, and centuries later for New Testament Christians who lived in a highly volatile world. To marry at that time would have created unusual challenges and difficulties. Thus Paul wrote to the Corinthians,

				Therefore I consider this to be good because of the present distress: It is fine for a man to remain as he is. Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be loosed. Are you loosed from a wife? Do not seek a wife. However, if you do get married, you have not sinned, and if a virgin marries, she has not sinned. But such people will have trouble in this life, and I am trying to spare you. And I say this, brothers: The time is limited, so from now on those who have wives should be as though they had none. (1Co 7:26-29)  (See 1Co #18:Maintaining Priorities.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why it is important that we not take these Old and New Testament examples out of context?

				

				

	

Abandoning the Lord and His Law

				10 "When you tell these people all these things, they will say to you, 'Why has the Lord declared all this great disaster against us? What is our •guilt? What is our sin that we have committed against the Lord our God? ' 11 Then you will answer them: Because your fathers abandoned Me" — this is the Lord's declaration —"and followed other gods, served them, and worshiped them. Indeed, they abandoned Me and did not keep My instruction. 12 You did more evil than your fathers. Look, each one of you was following the stubbornness of his evil heart, not obeying Me. 13 So I will hurl you from this land into a land that you and your fathers are not familiar with. There you will worship other gods both day and night, for I will not grant you grace.co

				14 "However, take note! The days are coming" — the Lord's declaration —"when it will no longer be said, 'As the Lord lives who brought the Israelites from the land of Egypt,' 15 but rather, 'As the Lord lives who brought the Israelites from the land of the north and from all the other lands where He had banished them.' For I will return them to their land that I gave to their ancestors.

				

	

Punishment of Exile

				16 "I am about to send for many fishermen" — this is the Lord's declaration —"and they will fish for them. Then I will send for many hunters, and they will hunt them down on every mountain and hill and out of the clefts of the rocks, 17 for My gaze takes in all their ways. They are not concealed from Me, and their guilt is not hidden from My sight. 18 I will first repay them double for their guilt and sin because they have polluted My land. They have filled My inheritance with the lifelessness of their detestable and abhorrent idols."

				

				19 Lord, my strength and my stronghold,

				my refuge in a time of distress,

				the nations will come to You

				from the ends of the earth, and they will say,

				"Our fathers inherited only lies,

				worthless idols of no benefit at all."

				20 Can one make gods for himself?

				But they are not gods.

				21 "Therefore, I am about to inform them,

				and this time I will make them know

				My power and My might;

				then they will know that My name is •Yahweh."

				

	

The Persistent Sin of Judah

				17 The sin of Judah is written

				with an iron stylus.

				With a diamond point

				it is engraved on the tablet of their hearts

				and on the horns of their cp altars,

				2 while their children remember their altars

				and their •Asherah poles, by the green trees

				on the high hills —

				3 My mountains in the countryside.

				I will give up your wealth

				and all your treasures as plunder

				because of the sin of your •high placescq

				in all your borders.

				4 You will, on your own, relinquish your 
inheritance

				that I gave you.

				I will make you serve your enemies

				in a land you do not know,

				for you have set My anger on fire;

				it will burn forever.

				

	

Curse and Blessing

				5 This is what the Lord says:

				

				The man who trusts in mankind,

				who makes human flesh his strength

				and turns his heart from the Lord is cursed.

				6 He will be like a juniper in the •Arabah;

				he cannot see when good comes

				but dwells in the parched places in the wilderness,

				in a salt land where no one lives.

				7 The man who trusts in the Lord,

				whose confidence indeed is the Lord, is blessed.

				8 He will be like a tree planted by water:

				it sends its roots out toward a stream,

				it doesn't fear when heat comes,

				and its foliage remains green.

				It will not worry in a year of drought

				or cease producing fruit.  (See Ps #1:The Right Choice.)

				

	

The Deceitful Heart

				9 The heart is more deceitful than anything else,

				and incurable — who can understand it?

				10 I, •Yahweh, examine the mind,

				I test the heartcr

				to give to each according to his way,

				according to what his actions deserve.

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual Blindness

				[image: Getz0807.png]

				#21 If we engage in persistent sin, it should not surprise us that we'll experience a desensitized conscience leading to spiritual blindness. 

				From a purely logical perspective, it's incomprehensible that the people of Judah didn't understand the reasons for God's judgments. However, it illustrates the deterioration that can take place in the human heart (17:9-10). We can violate some of God's most conspicuous commandments without feeling a sense of shame. For these Jews, they abused the Sabbath (17:19-27). 

				As Christians, we must take this principle regarding a seared conscience very seriously. This is why the author of Hebrews, using the children of Israel as an example (Heb 3:7-11), issued this very direct warning:

				Watch out, brothers, so that there won't be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart that departs from the living God. But encourage each other daily, while it is still called today, so that none of you is hardened by sin's deception. (Heb 3:12-13)  (Review Jr #10: A Seared Conscience, p. 997; see Heb #6: Heart Evaluation, p. 1711.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can we encourage each other in our culture so that we will not allow our hearts to become hardened leading to spiritual blindness?

				

				11 He who makes a fortune unjustly

				is like a partridge that hatches eggs it didn't lay.

				In the middle of his days

				his riches will abandon him,

				so in the end he will be a fool.

				

				

				12 A throne of glory

				on high from the beginning

				is the place of our sanctuary.

				13 Lord, the hope of Israel,

				all who abandon You

				will be put to shame.

				All who turn away from Me

				will be written in the dirt,

				for they have abandoned

				the Lord, the fountain of living water.

				

	

Jeremiah's Plea

				14 Heal me, Lord, and I will be healed;

				save me, and I will be saved,

				for You are my praise.

				15 Hear how they keep challenging me,

				"Where is the word of the Lord?

				Let it come!"

				16 But I have not run away from being Your 
shepherd,

				and I have not longed for the fatal day.

				You know my words were spoken in Your 
presence.

				17 Don't become a terror to me.

				You are my refuge in the day of disaster.

				18 Let my persecutors be put to shame,

				but don't let me be put to shame.

				Let them be terrified, but don't let me be terrified.

				Bring on them the day of disaster;

				shatter them with totalcs destruction.

				

	

Observing the Sabbath

				19 This is what the Lord said to me,"Go and stand at the People's Gate, through which the kings of Judah enter and leave, as well as at all the gates of Jerusalem. 20 Announce to them: Hear the word of the Lord, kings of Judah, all Judah, and all the residents of Jerusalem who enter through these gates. 21 This is what the Lord says: Watch yourselves; do not pick up a load and bring it in through the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath day. 22 You must not carry a load out of your houses on the Sabbath day or do any work, but you must consecrate the Sabbath day, just as I commanded your ancestors. 23 They wouldn't listen or pay attention but became obstinate, not listening or accepting discipline.

				24 "However, if you listen to Me, says the Lord, and do not bring loads through the gates of this city on the Sabbath day and consecrate the Sabbath day and do no work on it, 25 kings and princes will enter through the gates of this city. They will sit on the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses with their officials, the men of Judah, and the residents of Jerusalem. This city will be inhabited forever. 26 Then people will come from the cities of Judah and from the area around Jerusalem, from the land of Benjamin and from the Judean foothills, from the hill country and from the •Negev bringing •burnt offerings and sacrifice, •grain offerings and frankincense, and thank offerings to the house of the Lord. 27 If you do not listen to Me to consecrate the Sabbath day by not carrying a load while entering the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath day, I will set fire to its gates, and it will consume the citadels of Jerusalem and not be extinguished."

				

	

Parable of the Potter

				18 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 "Go down at once to the potter's house; there I will reveal My words to you." 3 So I went down to the potter's house, and there he was, working away at the wheel.ct4 But the jar that he was making from the clay became flawed in the potter's hand, so he made it into another jar, as it seemed right for him to do.

				5 The word of the Lord came to me: 6 "House of Israel, can I not treat you as this potter treats his clay?" — this is the Lord's declaration."Just like clay in the potter's hand, so are you in My hand, house of Israel.7 At one moment I might announce concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will uproot, tear down, and destroy it.8 However, if that nation I have made an announcement about turns from its evil, I will relent concerning the disaster I had planned to do to it.9 At another time I announce that I will build and plant a nation or a kingdom.10 However, if it does what is evil in My sight by not listening to My voice, I will relent concerning the good I had said I would do to it.11 So now, say to the men of Judah and to the residents of Jerusalem: This is what the Lord says: I am about to bring harm to you and make plans against you. Turn now, each from your evil way, and correct your ways and your deeds.12 But they will say, 'It's hopeless. We will continue to follow our plans, and each of us will continue to act according to the stubbornness of his evil heart.'"

				A Principle to Live By - God's Sovereign Control

				[image: Getz0808.png]

				#22 Though God has given all human beings freedom to make decisions, we must remember that God is still a sovereign God who carries out His divine purposes in this world.

				Judah was like a flawed clay jar in the divine Potter's hands. Like all nations of the world, He is able to control their destiny (vv. 7-10). In Judah's case, God chose to bring judgment on His people, knowing they would otherwise continue in their stubborn ways.

				In the New Testament, the apostle Paul used the potter illustration when reviewing God's judgment on Pharaoh. In His sovereignty, He chose to reveal His power by raising up Pharaoh in order that His"name" might"be proclaimed in all the earth" (Rm 9:17). Paul then stated something that is difficult for us in our humanness to comprehend:

				But who are you, a mere man, to talk back to God? Will what is formed say to the one who formed it,"Why did you make me like this?" Or has the potter no right over the clay, to make from the same lump one piece of pottery for honor and another for dishonor? (Rm 9:20-21) 

				In making sense of God's sovereignty, we must understand it is only by God's grace that any one of us is saved. We were all lost and separated from God because of sin (Rm 3:23). To carry out His divine plan for redemption, He chose Abraham out of paganism and through his seed brought the Messiah into the world. To accomplish this goal, God chose to make use of some evil people to bring redemption to those He had chosen. 

				Throughout the book of Jeremiah we see God's sovereignty in judging Judah and redeeming a remnant. However, we also see His offer of mercy to all who would turn from their idolatry and immorality. In our humanness, we cannot rationally reconcile these two great truths. God is indeed in control in the choices He has made, but at the same time He is not willing that anyone should perish (2Pt 3:9).  (See Rm #18:God's Sovereign Mercy.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we be totally committed to sharing the gospel with unsaved people and at the same time be totally aware that no one will respond unless God has chosen them?

				

				

	

Deluded Israel

				13 Therefore, this is what the Lord says:

				

				Ask among the nations,

				Who has heard things like these?

				Virgin Israel has done a most terrible thing.

				14 Does the snow of Lebanon ever leave the 
highland crags?

				Or does cold water flowing from a distance ever fail?

				15 Yet My people have forgotten Me.

				They burn incense to false idols

				that make them stumble in their ways

				on the ancient roads

				and walk on new paths, not the highway.

				16 They have made their land a horror,

				a perpetual object of scorn;cu

				everyone who passes by it will be horrified

				and shake his head.

				17 I will scatter them before the enemy like the east wind.

				I will show them cv My back and not My face

				on the day of their calamity.

				

	

Plot against Jeremiah

				18 Then certain ones said,"Come, let's make plans against Jeremiah, for instruction will never be lost from the priest, or counsel from the wise, or an •oracle from the prophet. Come, let's denounce himcw and pay no attention to all his words."(Review Jr #15: Life's Challenges.)

				

				19 Pay attention to me, Lord.

				Hear what my opponents are saying!

				20 Should good be repaid with evil?

				Yet they have dug a pit for me.

				Remember how I stood before You

				to speak good on their behalf,

				to turn Your anger from them.

				21 Therefore, hand their children over to famine,

				and pour the sword's power on them.

				Let their wives become childless and widowed,

				their husbands slain by deadly disease,cx

				their young men struck down by the sword in battle.

				22 Let a cry be heard from their houses

				when You suddenly bring raiders against them,

				for they have dug a pit to capture me

				and have hidden snares for my feet.

				23 But You, Lord, know

				all their deadly plots against me.

				Do not wipe out their •guilt;

				do not blot out their sin before You.

				Let them be forced to stumble before You;

				deal with them in the time of Your anger.

				

	

The Clay Jar

				19 This is what the Lord says:"Go, buy a potter's clay jar. Take cy some of the elders of the people and some of the leading priests 2 and go out to the Valley of Hinnom near the entrance of the Potsherd Gate. Proclaim there the words I speak to you. 3 Say: Hear the word of the Lord, kings of Judah and residents of Jerusalem. This is what the Lord of •Hosts, the God of Israel, says: I am going to bring such disaster on this place that everyone who hears about it will shuddercz 4 because they have abandoned Me and made this a foreign place. They have burned incense in it to other gods that they, their fathers, and the kings of Judah have never known. They have filled this place with the blood of the innocent. 5 They have built •high places to •Baal on which to burn their children in the fire as burnt offerings to Baal, something I have never commanded or mentioned; I never entertained the thought.da

				6 "Therefore, take note! The days are coming" — this is the Lord's declaration —"when this place will no longer be called Topheth and the Valley of Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter. 7 I will spoil the plans of Judah and Jerusalem in this place. I will make them fall by the sword before their enemies, by the hand of those who want to take their life. I will provide their corpses as food for the birds of the sky and for the wild animals of the land. 8 I will make this city desolate, an object of scorn. Everyone who passes by it will be horrified and scoff because of all its wounds. 9 I will make them eat the flesh of their sons and their daughters, and they will eat each other's flesh in the siege and distress that their enemies, those who want to take their life, inflict on them.

				10 "Then you are to shatter the jar in the presence of the people traveling with you, 11 and you are to proclaim to them: This is what the Lord of Hosts says: I will shatter these people and this city, like one shatters a potter's jar that can never again be mended. They will bury the dead in Topheth because there is no other place for burials. 12 I will do so to this place" — this is the declaration of the Lord —"and to its residents, making this city like Topheth. 13 The houses of Jerusalem and the houses of the kings of Judah will become impure like that place Topheth — all the houses on whose rooftops they have burned incense to the whole heavenly host and poured out •drink offerings to other gods."

				14 Jeremiah came back from Topheth, where the Lord had sent him to prophesy, stood in the courtyard of the Lord's temple, and proclaimed to all the people, 15 "This is what the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says: 'I am about to bring on this city — and on all its dependent villages — all the disaster that I spoke against it, for they have become obstinate, not obeying My words.'"

				

	

Jeremiah Beaten by Pashhur

				20 Pashhur the priest, the son of Immer and chief official in the temple of the Lord, heard Jeremiah prophesying these things. 2 So Pashhur had Jeremiah the prophet beaten and put him in the stocks at the Upper Benjamin Gate in the Lord's temple. 3 The next day, when Pashhur released Jeremiah from the stocks, Jeremiah said to him,"The Lord does not call you Pashhur, but Magor-missabib, 4 for this is what the Lord says, 'I am about to make you a terror to both yourself and those you love. They will fall by the sword of their enemies before your very eyes. I will hand Judah over to the king of Babylon, and he will deport them to Babylon and put them to the sword. 5 I will give away all the wealth of this city, all its products and valuables. Indeed, I will hand all the treasures of the kings of Judah over to their enemies. They will plunder them, seize them, and carry them off to Babylon. 6 As for you, Pashhur, and all who live in your house, you will go into captivity. You will go to Babylon. There you will die, and there you will be buried, you and all your friends that you prophesied falsely to.'"

				

	

Jeremiah Compelled to Preach

				7 You deceived me, Lord, and I was deceived.

				You seized me and prevailed.

				I am a laughingstock all the time;

				everyone ridicules me.

				8 For whenever I speak, I cry out,

				I proclaim,"Violence and destruction!"

				because the word of the Lord has become for me

				constant disgrace and derision.

				9 If I say,"I won't mention Him

				or speak any longer in His name,"

				His message becomes a fire burning in my heart,

				shut up in my bones.

				I become tired of holding it in,

				and I cannot prevail.

				10 For I have heard the gossip of many people,

				"Terror is on every side!db

				Report him; let's report him!"

				Everyone I trusteddc watches for my fall.

				"Perhaps he will be deceived

				so that we might prevail against him

				and take our vengeance on him."

				11 But the Lord is with me like a violent warrior.

				Therefore, my persecutors will stumble and not prevail.

				Since they have not succeeded, they will be 
utterly shamed,

				an everlasting humiliation that will never be 
forgotten.

				12 Lord of •Hosts, testing the righteous

				and seeing the heartdd and mind,

				let me see Your vengeance on them,

				for I have presented my case to You.

				13 Sing to the Lord!

				Praise the Lord,

				for He rescues the life of the needy

				from the hand of evil people.  (See Ps #13:Openness and Vulnerability.)

				

	

Jeremiah's Lament

				14 May the day I was born

				be cursed.

				May the day my mother bore me

				never be blessed.

				15 May the man be cursed

				who brought the news to my father, saying,

				"A male child is born to you,"

				bringing him great joy.

				16 Let that man be like the cities

				the Lord demolished without compassion.

				Let him hear an outcry in the morning

				and a war cry at noontime

				17 because he didn't kill me in the womb

				so that my mother might have been my grave,

				her womb eternally pregnant.

				18 Why did I come out of the womb

				to see only struggle and sorrow,

				to end my life in shame?

				A Principle to Live By - Depression and Distortions
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				#23 When we are rejected and persecuted, we should not be surprised if we experience depression leading to serious distortions in our thinking. 

				In view of what happened to Jeremiah, his emotional responses are predictable. When Pashhur the priest precipitated his beatings, it probably involved 39 lashes, which would have left him bruised and bleeding. Alone and helpless with his feet in stocks, it's no wonder he wished he had died in his mother's womb!

				Elijah had similar feelings. Even though he had experienced a great victory on Mount Carmel over the prophets of Baal, his hopes for national repentance in Israel were dashed when Jezebel threatened his life. He lost touch with reality and concluded that he alone was faithful in Israel.  (See 1Kg #29 through #33)

				Paul and Silas had a similar experience in Philippi. They too were"beaten with rods" and imprisoned with"their feet in the stocks" (Ac 16:22-24). However, through the power of the Lord Jesus Christ, they were able to respond to this horrible treatment by"praying and singing hymns to God" (Ac 16:25). 

				Reflection and Response

				How can we explain the difference between Jeremiah's perspective and that of Paul and Silas?

				

				

	

Zedekiah's Request Denied

				21 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord when King Zedekiah sent Pashhur son of Malchijah and the priest Zephaniah son of Maaseiah to Jeremiah, asking, 2 "Ask the Lord on our behalf, since Nebuchadnezzarde king of Babylon is making war against us. Perhaps the Lord will perform for us something like all His past wonderful works so that Nebuchadnezzar will withdraw from us."

				3 But Jeremiah answered,"This is what you are to say to Zedekiah: 4 'This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I will repel the weapons of war in your hands, those you are using to fight the king of Babylon and the Chaldeans who are besieging you outside the wall, and I will bring them into the center of this city. 5 I will fight against you with an outstretched hand and a mighty arm, with anger, rage, and great wrath. 6 I will strike the residents of this city, both man and beast. They will die in a great plague. 7 Afterward'" — this is the Lord's declaration —" 'King Zedekiah of Judah, his officers, and the people — those in this city who survive the plague, the sword, and the famine — I will hand over to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, to their enemies, yes, to those who want to take their lives. He will put them to the sword; he won't spare them or show pity or compassion.'

				

	

A Warning for the People

				8 "But you must say to this people, 'This is what the Lord says: Look, I am presenting to you the way of life and the way of death. 9 Whoever stays in this city will die by the sword, famine, and plague, but whoever goes out and surrenders to the Chaldeans who are besieging you will live and will retain his life like the spoils of war. 10 For I have turneddf against this city to bring disaster and not good'" — this is the Lord's declaration." 'It will be handed over to the king of Babylon, who will burn it down.'

				11 "And to the house of the king of Judah say this: 'Hear the word of the Lord! 12 House of David, this is what the Lord says:

				

				Administer justice every morning,

				and rescue the victim of robbery

				from the hand of his oppressor,

				or My anger will flare up like fire

				and burn unquenchably

				because of their evil deeds.

				13 Beware! I am against you,

				you who sit above the valley,

				you atop the rocky plateau —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				you who say,"Who can come down against us?

				Who can enter our hiding places?"

				14 I will punish you according to what you have done —

				this is the Lord's declaration.

				I will kindle a fire in its forest

				that will consume everything around it.'"

				

	

Judgment against Sinful Kings

				22 This is what the Lord says:"Go down to the palace of the king of Judah and announce this word there. 2 You are to say: Hear the word of the Lord, king of Judah, you who sit on the throne of David — you, your officers, and your people who enter these gates. 3 This is what the Lord says: Administer justice and righteousness. Rescue the victim of robbery from the hand of his oppressor. Don't exploit or brutalize the foreigner, the fatherless, or the widow. Don't shed innocent blood in this place. 4 For if you conscientiously carry out this word, then kings sitting on David's throne will enter through the gates of this palace riding on chariots and horses — they, their officers, and their people. 5 But if you do not obey these words, then I swear by Myself" — this is the Lord's declaration —"that this house will become a ruin."

				6 For this is what the Lord says concerning the house of the king of Judah:

				

				You are like Gilead to Me,

				or the summit of Lebanon,

				but I will certainly turn you into a wilderness,

				uninhabited cities.

				7 I will appoint destroyers against you,

				each with his weapons.

				They will cut down the choicest of your cedars

				and throw them into the fire.

				

				8 "Many nations will pass by this city and ask one another, 'Why did the Lord do such a thing to this great city? ' 9 They will answer, 'Because they abandoned the covenant of •Yahweh their God and worshiped and served other gods.'"

				

	

A Message Concerning Shallum

				10 Do not weep for the dead;

				do not mourn for him.

				Weep bitterly for the one who has gone away,

				for he will never return again

				and see his native land.

				

				11 For this is what the Lord says concerning Shallum son of Josiah, king of Judah, who became king in place of his father Josiah:"He has left this place — he will never return here again, 12 but he will die in the place where they deported him, never seeing this land again."

				

	

A Message concerning Jehoiakim

				13 Woe for the one who builds his palace

				through unrighteousness,

				his upper rooms through injustice,

				who makes his fellow man serve without pay

				and will not give him his wages,

				14 who says,"I will build myself a massive palace,

				with spacious upper rooms."

				He will cut windowsdg in it,

				and it will be paneled with cedar

				and painted with vermilion.

				15 Are you a king because you excel in cedar?

				Didn't your father eat and drink

				and administer justice and righteousness?

				Then it went well with him.

				16 He took up the case of the poor and needy,

				then it went well.

				Is this not what it means to know Me?

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				17 But you have eyes and a heart for nothing

				except your own dishonest profit,

				shedding innocent blood

				and committing extortion and oppression.

				

				18 Therefore, this is what the Lord says concerning Jehoiakim son of Josiah, king of Judah:

				

				They will not mourn for him, saying,

				"Woe, my brother!" or"Woe, my sister!"

				They will not mourn for him, saying,

				"Woe, lord! Woe, his majesty!"

				19 He will be buried like a donkey,

				dragged off and thrown

				outside the gates of Jerusalem.

				20 Go up to Lebanon and cry out;

				raise your voice in Bashan;

				cry out from Abarim,

				for all your loversdh have been crushed.

				21 I spoke to you when you were secure.

				You said,"I will not listen."

				This has been your way since youth;

				indeed, you have never listened to Me.

				22 The wind will take charge ofdi all your 
shepherds,

				and your loversdj will go into captivity.

				Then you will be ashamed and humiliated

				because of all your evil.

				23 You residents of Lebanon,

				nestled among the cedars,

				how you will groan dk when labor pains come on you,

				agony like a woman in labor.

				

	

A Message concerning Coniah

				24 "As I live," says the Lord,"though you, Coniah son of Jehoiakim, the king of Judah, were a signet ring on My right hand, I would tear you from it. 25 In fact, I will hand you over to those you dread, who want to take your life, to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and the Chaldeans. 26 I will hurl you and the mother who gave birth to you into another land, where neither of you were born, and there you will both die. 27 They will never return to the land they long to return to."

				

				28 Is this man Coniah a despised, shattered pot,

				a jar no one wants?

				Why are he and his descendants hurled out

				and cast into a land they have not known?

				29 Earth, earth, earth,

				hear the word of the Lord!

				

				30 This is what the Lord says:

				

				Record this man as childless,

				a man who will not be successful in his lifetime.

				None of his descendants will succeed

				in sitting on the throne of David

				or ruling again in Judah.

				

	

The Lord and His Sheep

				23 "Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of My pasture!" This is the Lord's declaration. 2 "Therefore, this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says about the shepherds who shepherd My people: You have scattered My flock, banished them, and have not attended to them. I will attend to you because of your evil acts" — this is the Lord's declaration. 

				A Principle to Live By - Shepherding God's Flock

				[image: Getz0810.png]

				#24 Spiritual leaders in local churches are to shepherd the Lord's flock faithfully, exemplifying the great Shepherd, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

				Following Josiah's reign in Judah, the last four kings were evil shepherds. Consequently, they experienced God's severe judgment. 

				Jeremiah prophesied first regarding Zedekiah, although he was the last king in Judah (21:1–22:9). He then listed the previous four kings chronologically—Shallum or Jehoahaz (22:10-12); Jehoiakim (22:13-23); and Coniah or Jehoiachin (22:24-30). Zedekiah had sent representatives to Jeremiah asking the Lord if He was going to have mercy on His people and deliver them from Nebuchadnezzar's onslaught. God's answer was negative—judgment was coming (21:1-7). 

				Zedekiah was literally blinded and led to Babylon in chains (39:5-7). This illustrates the state of all five of Judah's last kings. They were spiritually blind and in bondage to sin. Jesus also described the religious leaders of His day in Israel as blind (Jn 9:39-41).  (See Ezk #31:Being Faithful Shepherds.)

				There's a great lesson here for all spiritual leaders in the church of Jesus Christ. Peter beautifully outlined their pastoral responsibilities and the rewards for faithfulness:

				Therefore, as a fellow elder and witness to the sufferings of the Messiah and also a participant in the glory about to be revealed, I exhort the elders among you: Shepherd God's flock among you, not overseeing out of compulsion but freely, according to God's will; not for the money but eagerly; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. (1Pt 5:1-4)  (See 1Pt #11:Demonstrating Humility.)

				Reflection and Response

				What safeguards has God put in place for the church to make sure spiritual leaders are faithful shepherds? (See 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity.)

				

				3 "I will gather the remnant of My flock from all the lands where I have banished them, and I will return them to their grazing land. They will become fruitful and numerous. 4 I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them. They will no longer be afraid or dismayed, nor will any be missing." This is the Lord's declaration.

				

	

The Righteous Branch of David

				5 "The days are coming" — this is the Lord's 
declaration —

				"when I will raise up a Righteous Branch of David.

				He will reign wisely as king

				and administer justice and righteousness in the land.

				

				6 In His days Judah will be saved,

				and Israel will dwell securely.

				This is what He will be named:

				•Yahweh Our Righteousness.

				

				7 "The days are coming" — the Lord's declaration —"when it will no longer be said, 'As the Lord lives who brought the Israelites from the land of Egypt,' 8 but, 'As the Lord lives, who brought and led the descendants of the house of Israel from the land of the north and from all the other countries where I dl had banished them.' They will dwell once more in their own land."  (See Is #3:The Messiah's Reign.)

				

	

False Prophets Condemned

				9 Concerning the prophets:

				

				My heart is broken within me,

				and all my bones tremble.

				I have become like a drunkard,

				like a man overcome by wine,

				because of the Lord,

				because of His holy words.

				10 For the land is full of adulterers;

				the land mourns because of the curse,

				and the grazing lands in the wilderness have dried up.

				Their way of lifedm has become evil,

				and their power is not rightly used

				11 because both prophet and priest are ungodly,

				even in My house I have found their evil.

				This is the Lord's declaration. 
(Review Jr #9: Total Depravity)

				12 Therefore, their way will be to them

				like slippery paths in the gloom.

				They will be driven away and fall down there,

				for I will bring disaster on them,

				the year of their punishment.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				13 Among the prophets of Samaria

				I saw something disgusting:

				They prophesied by •Baal

				and led My people Israel astray.

				14 Among the prophets of Jerusalem also

				I saw a horrible thing:

				They commit adultery and walk in lies.

				They strengthen the hands of evildoers,

				and none turns his back on evil.

				They are all like Sodom to Me;

				Jerusalem's residents are like Gomorrah.  (See Gn #20:Inappropriate Fellowship.)

				

				15 Therefore, this is what the Lord of •Hosts says concerning the prophets:

				

				I am about to feed them •wormwood

				and give them poisoned water to drink,

				for from the prophets of Jerusalem

				ungodlinessdn has spread throughout the land.

				

				16 This is what the Lord of Hosts says:"Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you. They are making you worthless. They speak visions from their own minds, not from the Lord's mouth. 17 They keep on saying to those who despise Me, 'The Lord has said: You will have peace.' They have said to everyone who follows the stubbornness of his heart, 'No harm will come to you.'"(Review Jr #18: False Prophets.)

				

				18 For who has stood in the council of the Lord

				to see and hear His word?

				Who has paid attention to His word and obeyed?

				19 Look, a storm from the Lord!

				Wrath has gone out,

				a whirling storm.

				It will whirl about the heads of the wicked.

				20 The Lord's anger will not turn back

				until He has completely fulfilled the purposes of His heart.

				In time to come you will understand it clearly.

				

				21 I did not send these prophets,

				yet they ran with a message.

				I did not speak to them,

				yet they prophesied.

				22 If they had really stood in My council,

				they would have enabled My people to hear My words

				and would have turned them back from their evil ways

				and their evil deeds.

				

				23 "Am I a God who is only near" — this is the Lord's declaration —"and not a God who is far away? 24 Can a man hide himself in secret places where I cannot see him?" — the Lord's declaration."Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?" — the Lord's declaration.  (See Ps #142:God's Omniscience.)

				25 "I have heard what the prophets who prophesy a lie in My name have said, 'I had a dream! I had a dream!' 26 How long will this continue in the minds of the prophets prophesying lies, prophets of the deceit of their own minds? 27 Through their dreams that they tell one another, they plan to cause My people to forget My name as their fathers forgot My name through Baal worship. 28 The prophet who has only a dream should recount the dream, but the one who has My word should speak My word truthfully, for what is straw compared to grain?" — this is the Lord's declaration. 29 "Is not My word like fire" — this is the Lord's declaration —"and like a hammer that pulverizes rock? 30 Therefore, take note! I am against the prophets" — the Lord's declaration —"who steal My words from each other. 31 I am against the prophets" — the Lord's declaration —"who use their own tongues to make a declaration. 32 I am against those who prophesy false dreams" — the Lord's declaration —"telling them and leading My people astray with their falsehoods and their boasting. It was not I who sent or commanded them, and they are of no benefit at all to these people" — this is the Lord's declaration.(Review Jr #29: False Teachers.)

				

	

The Burden of the Lord

				33 "Now when these people or a prophet or a priest asks you, 'What is the burden of the Lord? ' you will respond to them: What is the burden? I will throw you away" — this is the Lord's declaration. 34 "As for the prophet, priest, or people who say, 'The burden of the Lord,' I will punish that man and his household. 35 This is what each man is to say to his friend and to his brother, 'What has the Lord answered?' or 'What has the Lord spoken?' 36 But no longer refer todo the burden of the Lord, for each man's word becomes his burden and you pervert the words of the living God, the Lord of Hosts, our God. 37 You must say to the prophet: What has the Lord answered you? and What has the Lord spoken? 38 But if you say, 'The burden of the Lord,' then this is what the Lord says: Because you have said, 'The burden of the Lord,' and I specifically told you not to say, 'The burden of the Lord,' 39 I will surely forget you dp and throw away from My presence both you and the city that I gave you and your fathers. 40 I will bring on you everlasting shame and humiliation that will never be forgotten."

				

	

The Good and the Bad Figs

				24 After Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had deported Jeconiah son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, the officials of Judah, and the craftsmen and metalsmiths from Jerusalem and had brought them to Babylon, the Lord showed me two baskets of figs placed before the temple of the Lord. 2 One basket contained very good figs, like early figs, but the other basket contained very bad figs, so bad they were inedible. 3 The Lord said to me,"What do you see, Jeremiah?" I said,"Figs! The good figs are very good, but the bad figs are extremely bad, so bad they are inedible."

				4 The word of the Lord came to me: 5 "This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: Like these good figs, so I regard as good the exiles from Judah I sent away from this place to the land of the Chaldeans. 6 I will keep My eyes on them for their good and will return them to this land. I will build them up and not demolish them; I will plant them and not uproot them. 7 I will give them a heart to know Me, that I am •Yahweh. They will be My people, and I will be their God because they will return to Me with all their heart.(Review Jr #34: The New Covenant.)

				8 "But as for the bad figs, so bad they are inedible, this is what the Lord says: in this way I will deal with king Zedekiah of Judah, his officials, and the remnant of Jerusalem — those remaining in this land and those living in the land of Egypt. 9 I will make them an object of horror and disaster to all the kingdoms of the earth, a disgrace, an object of scorn, ridicule, and cursing, wherever I have banished them. 10 I will send the sword, famine, and plague against them until they have perished from the land I gave to them and their ancestors."

				

	

The Seventy-Year Exile

				25 This is the word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah in the fourth year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah, king of Judah (which was the first year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon). 2 The prophet Jeremiah spoke concerning all the people of Judah and all the residents of Jerusalem as follows: 3 "From the thirteenth year of Josiah son of Amon, king of Judah, until this very day — 23 years — the word of the Lord has come to me, and I have spoken to you time and time again,dq but you have not obeyed. 4 The Lord sent all His servants the prophets to you time and time again,dr but you have not obeyed or even paid attention.ds 5 He announced, 'Turn, each of you, from yourdt evil way of life and from your evil deeds. Live in the land the Lord gave to you and your ancestors long ago and forever. 6 Do not follow other gods to serve them and to worship them, and do not provoke Me to anger by the work of your hands. Then I will do you no harm.

				7 " 'But you would not obey Me' — this is the Lord's declaration — 'in order that you might provoke Me to anger by the work of your hands and bring disaster on yourselves.'

				8 "Therefore, this is what the Lord of •Hosts says: 'Because you have not obeyed My words, 9 I am going to send for all the families of the north' — this is the Lord's declaration — 'and send for My servant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and I will bring them against this land, against its residents, and against all these surrounding nations, and I will •completely destroy them and make them a desolation, a derision, and ruins forever. 10 I will eliminate the sound of joy and gladness from them — the voice of the groom and the bride, the sound of the millstones and the light of the lamp. 11 This whole land will become a desolate ruin, and these nations will serve the king of Babylon for 70 years. 12 When the 70 years are completed, I will punish the king of Babylon and that nation' — this is the Lord's declaration — 'the land of the Chaldeans, for their •guilt, and I will make it a ruin forever. 13 I will bring on that land all My words I have spoken against it, all that is written in this book that Jeremiah prophesied against all the nations. 14 For many nations and great kings will enslave them, and I will repay them according to their deeds and the work of their hands.'"  (See Dn #12:A Model Prayer.)

				

	

The Cup of God's Wrath

				15 This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, said to me:"Take this cup of the wine of wrath from My hand and make all the nations I am sending you to, drink from it. 16 They will drink, stagger,du and go out of their minds because of the sword I am sending among them."

				17 So I took the cup from the Lord's hand and made all the nations drink from it, everyone the Lord sent me to. 18 These included:

				

				Jerusalem and the other cities of Judah, 
its kings and its officials, to make them a desolate ruin, an object of scorn and cursing — as it is today;

				19 Pharaoh king of Egypt, his officers, his leaders, all his people,

				20 and all the mixed peoples;

				all the kings of the land of Uz;

				all the kings of the land of the Philistines — Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron, and 
the remnant of Ashdod;

				21 Edom, Moab, and the Ammonites;

				22 all the kings of Tyre,

				all the kings of Sidon,

				and the kings of the coastlands across the 
sea;

				23 Dedan, Tema, Buz, and all those who shave their temples;dv

				24 all the kings of Arabia,

				and all the kings of the mixed peoples who have settled in the desert;

				25 all the kings of Zimri,

				all the kings of Elam,

				and all the kings of Media;

				26 all the kings of the north, both near and far from one another;

				that is, all the kingdoms of the world which are on the face of the earth.

				Finally, the king of Sheshach will drink after them.

				

				27 "Then you are to say to them: This is what the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says: Drink, get drunk, and vomit. Fall down and never get up again, as a result of the sword I am sending among you. 28 Ifdw they refuse to take the cup from you and drink, you are to say to them: This is what the Lord of Hosts says: You must drink! 29 For I am already bringing disaster on the city that bears My name, so how could you possibly go unpunished? You will not go unpunished, for I am summoning a sword against all the inhabitants of the earth" — this is the declaration of the Lord of Hosts.  (See Am #2:God's Judgment.)

				

	

Judgment on the Whole World

				30 "As for you, you are to prophesy all these things to them, and say to them:

				

				The Lord roars from heaven;

				He raises His voice from His holy dwelling.

				He roars loudly over His grazing land;

				He calls out with a shout, like those who tread grapes,

				against all the inhabitants of the earth.

				31 The tumult reaches to the ends of the earth

				because the Lord brings a case against the nations.

				He enters into judgment with all flesh.

				As for the wicked, He hands them over to the sword —

				this is the Lord's declaration.

				

				32 "This is what the Lord of Hosts says:

				

				Pay attention! Disaster spreads

				from nation to nation.

				A great storm is stirred up

				from the ends of the earth."

				

				33 Those slain by the Lord on that day will be spread from one end of the earth to the other. They will not be mourned, gathered, or buried. They will be like manure on the surface of the ground.

				

				34 Wail, you shepherds, and cry out.

				Roll in the dust, you leaders of the flock.

				Because the days of your slaughter have come,

				you will fall and become shattered like a 
precious vase.

				35 Flight will be impossible for the shepherds,

				and escape, for the leaders of the flock.

				36 Hear the sound of the shepherds' cry,

				the wail of the leaders of the flock,

				for the Lord is destroying their pasture.

				37 Peaceful grazing land will become lifeless

				because of the Lord's burning anger.

				38 He has left His den like a lion,

				for their land has become a desolation

				because of the sword dx of the oppressor,

				because of His burning anger.

				A Principle to Live By - Living Godly Lives

				#25 We should be motivated to live holy lives while we wait for God's coming judgment on an unbelieving world. 

				[image: Getz0811.png]

				It's difficult to know specifically when some of Jeremiah's prophecies will be fulfilled. It's clear God would judge the pagan nations when He used Nebuchadnezzar to judge Judah (25:17-26). However, some of what he prophesied in this chapter sounds similar to Peter's prophecies regarding the final judgment before God creates a new heaven and a new earth:

				But the Day of the Lord will come like a thief; on that day the heavens will pass away with 
a loud noise, the elements will burn and be dissolved, and the earth and the works on it will be disclosed. Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, it is clear what sort of people you should be in holy conduct and godliness as you wait for and earnestly desire the coming of the day of God. The heavens will be on fire and be dissolved because of it, and the elements will melt with the heat. But based on His promise, we wait for the new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness will dwell. (2Pt 3:10-13)  (See 2Pt #5:Looking for Christ's Return.)

				We cannot be certain of the correlations between Jeremiah's and Peter's prophecies as well as John's in the book of Revelation. Regardless of the specific events and the timetable, as believers we are to live godly lives consistently in view of what could happen at any moment when God judges sinful humanity. Thus Peter wrote,

				Therefore, dear friends, while you wait for these things, make every effort to be found at peace with Him without spot or blemish. (2Pt 3:14) 

				Reflection and Response

				How do Paul's words to Titus correlate with this Principle to Live By—to live holy lives?  (See Ti #6:Motivated by God's Grace.)

				

				

	

Jeremiah's Speech in the Temple

				26 At the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came from the Lord: 2 "This is what the Lord says: Stand in the courtyard of the Lord's temple and speak all the words I have commanded you to speak to all Judah's cities that are coming to worship there. Do not hold back a word.3 Perhaps they will listen and return — each from his evil way of life — so that I might relent concerning the disaster that I plan to do to them because of the evil of their deeds. 4 You are to say to them: This is what the Lord says: If you do not listen to Me by living according to My instruction that I set before you 5 and by listening to the words of My servants the prophets I have been sending you time and time again,dy though you did not listen, 6 I will make this temple like Shiloh. I will make this city an object of cursing for all the nations of the earth."

				A Principle to Live By - Communicating God's Word

				[image: Getz0812.png]

				#26 All those who are entrusted with a pastoral ministry are to communicate clearly and comprehensively God's message in Scripture. 

				Jeremiah had the awesome task of declaring God's message regarding the coming judgment. The Lord said,"Do not hold back a word" (v. 2). If they responded in repentance, God would"relent concerning the disaster" that was coming (v. 3). (See Ezk #5:Sharing Christ Faithfully.)

				In the New Testament, Paul modeled this principle of communication for the elders in Ephesus. While on the way to Jerusalem, he met with these shepherds in the city of Miletus. Paul's words demonstrated his commitment to share all that God has revealed regarding His will for all people:

				And now I know that none of you will ever see my face again—everyone I went about preaching the kingdom to. Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of everyone's blood, for I did not shrink back from declaring to you the whole plan of God. Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock that the Holy Spirit has appointed you to as overseers, to shepherd the church of God, which He purchased with His own blood. (Ac 20:25-28) 

				Reflection and Response

				How is this principle being violated in many churches today?

				

				

	

Jeremiah Seized

				7 The priests, the prophets, and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the temple of the Lord. 8 He finished the address the Lord had commanded him to deliver to all the people. Then the priests, the prophets, and all the people took hold of him, yelling,"You must surely die! 9 How dare you prophesy in the name of •Yahweh, 'This temple will become like Shiloh and this city will become an uninhabited ruin'!" Then all the people assembled against Jeremiah at the Lord's temple.

				10 When the officials of Judah heard these things, they went from the king's palace to the Lord's temple and sat at the entrance of the New Gate. dz11 Then the priests and prophets said to the officials and all the people,"This man deserves the death sentence because he has prophesied against this city, as you have heard with your own ears."

				

	

Jeremiah's Defense

				12 Then Jeremiah said to all the officials and the people,"The Lord sent me to prophesy all the words that you have heard against this temple and city. 13 So now, correct your ways and deeds and obey the voice of the Lord your God so that He might relent concerning the disaster that He warned about. 14 As for me, here I am in your hands; do to me what you think is good and right. 15 But know for certain that if you put me to death, you will bring innocent blood on yourselves, on this city, and on its residents, for it is certain the Lord has sent me to speak all these things directly to you."

				

	

Jeremiah Released

				16 Then the officials and all the people told the priests and prophets,"This man doesn't deserve the death sentence, for he has spoken to us in the name of Yahweh our God!"

				17 Some of the elders of the land stood up and said to all the assembled people, 18 "Micah the Moreshite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah and said to all the people of Judah, 'This is what the Lord of •Hosts says:

				

				•Zion will be plowed like a field,

				Jerusalem will become ruins,

				and the temple mount a forested hill.'

				

				19 Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all the people of Judah put him to death? Did he not •fear the Lord and plead for the Lord's favor,ea and did not the Lord relent concerning the disaster He had pronounced against them? We are about to bring great harm on ourselves!"

				

	

The Prophet Uriah

				20 Another man was also prophesying in the name of Yahweh — Uriah son of Shemaiah from Kiriath-jearim. He prophesied against this city and against this land in words like all those of Jeremiah. 21 King Jehoiakim, all his warriors, and all the officials heard his words, and the king tried to put him to death. When Uriah heard, he fled in fear and went to Egypt. 22 But King Jehoiakim sent men to Egypt: Elnathan son of Achbor and certain other men with him went to Egypt. 23 They brought Uriah out of Egypt and took him to King Jehoiakim, who executed him with the sword and threw his corpse into the burial place of the common people.eb

				24 But Ahikam son of Shaphan supported Jeremiah, so he was not handed over to the people to be put to death.

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Intense Persecution
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				#27 We should accept the reality that there will be times when believers face intense 
persecution. 

				God's ways are certainly not our ways. Jeremiah was delivered from martyrdom, but Uriah—another faithful prophet who spoke basically the same words as Jeremiah—was executed because of his message of truth.

				We see the same circumstances in the New Testament. James and John were brothers. Both faithfully served Jesus Christ as apostles. However, King Herod took James' life early in his ministry (Ac 12:1-2). Though John was persecuted and exiled to the island of Patmos (Rv 1:9), in general he lived a long and fruitful life.

				Humanly speaking, we can't explain what happened to Uriah and Jeremiah or to James and John. However, from a divine perspective, we can trust God that our times are in His hands. This was Paul's perspective when he wrote to the Philippians while imprisoned in Rome:

				My eager expectation and hope is that I will not be ashamed about anything, but that now as always, with all boldness, Christ will be highly honored in my body, whether by life or by death. (Php 1:20)  (See Php #4:Eternal Values.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are your thoughts and feelings when you reflect on the fact that you personally could face this kind of persecution?

				

				

	

The Yoke of Babylon

				27 At the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah ec son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came to Jeremiah from the Lord: ed2 "This is what the Lord said to me: Make chains and yoke bars for yourself and put them on your neck. 3 Send word to the king of Edom, the king of Moab, the king of the Ammonites, the king of Tyre, and the king of Sidon through messengers who are coming to Zedekiah king of Judah in Jerusalem. 4 Command them to go to their masters, saying: This is what the Lord of •Hosts, the God of Israel, says: This is what you must say to your masters: 5 By My great strength and outstretched arm, I made the earth, and the people, and animals on the face of the earth. I give it to anyone I please.ee6 So now I have placed all these lands under the authority of My servant Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. I have even given him the wild animals to serve him. 7 All nations will serve him, his son, and his grandson until the time for his own land comes, and then many nations and great kings will enslave him.

				8 "As for the nation or kingdom that does not serve Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and does not place its neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, that nation I will punish by sword, famine, and plague" — this is the Lord's declaration —"until through him I have destroyed it. 9 But as for you, do not listen to your prophets, diviners, dreamers, fortune-tellers, or sorcerers who say to you, 'Don't serve the king of Babylon! ' 10 for they prophesy a lie to you so that you will be removed from your land. I will banish you, and you will perish. 11 But as for the nation that will put its neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon and serve him, I will leave it in its own land, and that nation will cultivateef it and reside in it." This is the Lord's declaration.

				

	

Warning to Zedekiah

				12 I spoke to Zedekiah king of Judah in the same way:"Put your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon, serve him and his people, and live! 13 Why should you and your people die by the sword, famine, or plague as the Lord has threatened against any nation that does not serve the king of Babylon? 14 Do not listen to the words of the prophets who are telling you, 'You must not serve the king of Babylon,' for they are prophesying a lie to you. 15 'I have not sent them' — this is the Lord's declaration — 'and they are prophesying falsely in My name; therefore, I will banish you, and you will perish — you and the prophets who are prophesying to you.'"

				16 Then I spoke to the priests and all these people, saying,"This is what the Lord says: 'Do not listen to the words of your prophets. They are prophesying to you, claiming,"Look, very soon now the articles of the Lord's temple will be brought back from Babylon." They are prophesying a lie to you. 17 Do not listen to them. Serve the king of Babylon and live! Why should this city become a ruin? 18 If they are indeed prophets and if the word of the Lord is with them, let them intercede with the Lord of Hosts not to let the articles that remain in the Lord's temple, in the palace of the king of Judah, and in Jerusalem go to Babylon.' 19 For this is what the Lord of Hosts says about the pillars, the sea, the water carts, and the rest of the articles that still remain in this city, 20 those Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon did not take when he deported Jeconiah son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, from Jerusalem to Babylon along with all the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem. 21 Yes, this is what the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says about the articles that remain in the temple of the Lord, in the palace of the king of Judah, and in Jerusalem: 22 'They will be brought to Babylon and will remain there until I attend to them again.' This is the Lord's declaration. 'Then I will bring them up and restore them to this place.'"

				A Principle to Live By - Government Leaders
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				#28 Though we are to do all we can to thwart evil in the world, we are to view pagan leaders as God's servants. 

				This biblical reality is one of the most difficult to understand and practice. Yet it's true! By serving Nebuchadnezzar and recognizing him at this moment in history as"God's servant," the remnant could avoid"the sword, famine, or plague" (v. 13). 

				The apostle Paul reinforced this principle in his letter to the Romans:

				For government is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, because it does not carry the sword for no reason. For government is God's servant, an avenger that brings wrath on the one who does wrong. (Rm 13:4; see also 1Pt 2:17.)  (See Ezr #1:Our Sovereign God.)

				This principle relates to God's sovereign control over the affairs of all mankind. Though Paul also stated we are to"conquer evil with good" (Rm 12:21), there are circumstances that are difficult to comprehend and negotiate. We can only live by faith and at the same time do all we can with the freedom we have within our various cultures to right what is wrong.  (See 1Tm #4:Prayer for Government Leaders.)

				Reflection and Response

				What can happen if we neglect our human responsibility when attempting to thwart evil in the world?

				

				

	

Hananiah's False Prophecy

				28 In that same year, at the beginning of the reign of King Zedekiah of Judah, in the fifth month of the fourth year, the prophet Hananiah son of Azzur from Gibeon said to me in the temple of the Lord in the presence of the priests and all the people, 2 "This is what the Lord of •Hosts, the God of Israel, says: 'I have broken the yoke of the king of Babylon.3 Within two years I will restore to this place all the articles of the Lord's temple that King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon took from here and transported to Babylon. 4 And I will restore to this place Jeconiah son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and all the exiles from Judah who went to Babylon' — this is the Lord's declaration — 'for I will break the yoke of the king of Babylon.'"

				

	

Jeremiah's Response to Hananiah

				5 The prophet Jeremiah replied to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the people who were standing in the temple of the Lord. 6 The prophet Jeremiah said,"•Amen! May the Lord do so. May the Lord make the words you have prophesied come true and may He restore the articles of the Lord's temple and all the exiles from Babylon to this place! 7 Only listen to this message I am speaking in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8 The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, disaster, eg and plague against many lands and great kingdoms. 9 As for the prophet who prophesies peace — only when the word of the prophet comes true will the prophet be recognized as one the Lord has truly sent."

				

	

Hananiah Breaks Jeremiah's Yoke

				10 The prophet Hananiah then took the yoke bar from the neck of Jeremiah the prophet and broke it. 11 In the presence of all the people Hananiah proclaimed,"This is what the Lord says: 'In this way, within two years I will break the yoke of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon from the neck of all the nations.'" Jeremiah the prophet then went on his way.

				

	

The Lord's Word against Hananiah

				12 The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah after Hananiah the prophet had broken the yoke bar from the neck of Jeremiah the prophet: 13 "Go say to Hananiah: This is what the Lord says, 'You broke a wooden yoke bar, but in its place you will make an iron yoke bar.' 14 For this is what the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says, 'I have put an iron yoke on the neck of all these nations that they might serve King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, and they will serve him. I have also put the wild animals under him.'"

				15 The prophet Jeremiah said to the prophet Hananiah,"Listen, Hananiah! The Lord did not send you, but you have led these people to trust in a lie.16 Therefore, this is what the Lord says: 'I am about to send you off the face of the earth. You will die this year because you have spoken rebellion against the Lord.'"17 And the prophet Hananiah died that year in the seventh month.

				A Principle to Live By - False Teachers

				[image: Getz0815.png]

				#29 Spiritual leaders in the church are to confront false teachers.

				Jeremiah was a true prophet who received direct revelations from God. Consequently, he was able to confront Hananiah with prophetic knowledge and even predicted his death (v. 16; see also 29:20-32). 

				Church leaders in the New Testament also had the responsibility to confront false teachers. When Titus was attempting to establish the churches on the island of Crete, he encountered"rebellious people, full of empty talk and deception" who had destroyed"whole households by teaching what they shouldn't." Paul told Titus he had to"silence" these men (Ti 1:10-11) and described the process:

				Reject a divisive person after a first and second warning, knowing that such a person is perverted and sins, being self-condemned. (Ti 3:10-11)  (See Ti #4:Bold Confrontation.)

				Reflection and Response

				When confronting those who are teaching false doctrine today, why is it important to base our concerns on God's revelation recorded in the Holy Scriptures?  (See 2Tm #8:Standing Firm on Scripture.)

				

				

	

Jeremiah's Letter to the Exiles

				29 This is the text of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem to the rest of the elders of the exiles, the priests, the prophets, and all the people Nebuchadnezzar had deported from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2 This was after King Jeconiah, the queen mother, the court officials, the officials of Judah and Jerusalem, the craftsmen, and the metalsmiths had left Jerusalem. 3 The letter was sent by Elasah son of Shaphan and Gemariah son of Hilkiah whom Zedekiah king of Judah had sent to Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. The letter stated:

				

				4 This is what the Lord of •Hosts, the God of Israel, says to all the exiles I deported from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 "Build houses and live in them. Plant gardens and eat their produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and daughters. Take wives for your sons and give your daughters to men in marriage so that they may bear sons and daughters. Multiply there; do not decrease. 7 Seek the welfare of the city I have deported you to. Pray to the Lord on its behalf, for when it has prosperity, you will prosper."

				

				8 For this is what the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says:"Don't let your prophets who are among you and your diviners deceive you, and don't listen to the dreams you elicit from them, 9 for they are prophesying falsely to you in My name. I have not sent them." This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				10 For this is what the Lord says:"When 70 years for Babylon are complete, I will attend to you and will confirm My promise concerning you to restore you to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for you" — this is the Lord's declaration —"plans for your welfare, not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. 12 You will call to Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.13 You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you" — this is the Lord's declaration —"and I will restore your fortuneseh and gather you from all the nations and places where I banished you" — this is the Lord's declaration."I will restore you to the place I deported you from."

				

				A Principle to Live By - Sincerely Seeking God
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				#30 When we seek to know God, we should search for Him with all our hearts, knowing that He will ultimately respond.

				The prophetic promises in this chapter were spoken to those who were taken into Babylonian captivity. At the end of 70 years, they would be restored to the land of Israel. However, before this promise was fulfilled, they had to search for God"with all [their] heart" (v. 13). 

				Though this specific prophecy was focused on the remnant that would return to the promised land, there's a great truth that applies to all people. Jesus made this abundantly clear:

				Keep asking, and it will be given to you. Keep searching, and you will find. Keep knocking, and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who searches finds, and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. (Mt 7:7-8)  (See Mt #18:Persistent Prayer.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some people refuse to seek God's help even though they are experiencing difficult circumstances? (See Rv #18:Hardened Hearts.)

				

				15 You have said,"The Lord has raised up prophets for us in Babylon!" 16 But this is what the Lord says concerning the king sitting on David's throne and concerning all the people living in this city — that is, concerning your brothers who did not go with you into exile. 17 This is what the Lord of Hosts says:"I am about to send against them sword, famine, and plague and will make them like rotten figs that are inedible because they are so bad. 18 I will pursue them with sword, famine, and plague. I will make them a horror to all the kingdoms of the earth — a curse and a desolation, an object of scorn and a disgrace among all the nations where I have banished them. 19 I will do this because they have not listened to My words" — this is the Lord's declaration —"that I sent to them with My servants the prophets time and time again.ei And you too have not listened." This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				20 Hear the word of the Lord, all you exiles I have sent from Jerusalem to Babylon.21 This is what the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says to Ahab son of Kolaiah and to Zedekiah son of Maaseiah, the ones prophesying a lie to you in My name:"I am about to hand them over to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he will kill them before your very eyes. 22 Based on what happens to them, all the exiles of Judah who are in Babylon will create a curse that says, 'May the Lord make you like Zedekiah and Ahab, whom the king of Babylon roasted in the fire! '23 because they have committed an outrage in Israel by committing adultery with their neighbors' wives and have spoken a lie in My name, which I did not command them. I am He who knows, and I am a witness." This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				24 To Shemaiah the Nehelamite you are to say, 25 "This is what the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says: Youej in your own name have sent out letters to all the people of Jerusalem, to the priest Zephaniah son of Maaseiah, and to all the priests, saying: 26 'The Lord has appointed you priest in place of Jehoiada the priest to be the chief officer in the temple of the Lord, responsible for every madman who acts like a prophet. You must confine him in the stocks and an iron collar. 27 So now, why have you not rebuked Jeremiah of Anathoth who has been acting like a prophet among you? 28 For he has sent word to us in Babylon, claiming,"The exile will be long. Build houses and settle down. Plant gardens and eat their produce." '"

				

				29 Zephaniah the priest read this letter in the hearing of Jeremiah the prophet.

				

	

A Message about Shemaiah

				30 Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah: 31 "Send a message to all the exiles, saying: This is what the Lord says concerning Shemaiah the Nehelamite. Because Shemaiah prophesied to you, though I did not send him, and made you trust a lie,32 this is what the Lord says: I am about to punish Shemaiah the Nehelamite and his descendants. There will not be even one of his descendants living among these people, nor will any ever see the good that I will bring to My people" — this is the Lord's declaration —"for he has preached rebellion against the Lord."

				A Principle to Live By - False Teaching

				[image: Getz0817.png]

				#31 Any teacher who deliberately perverts the Scriptures should be aware that God will eventually respond with intense judgment. 

				God's message through Jeremiah regarding lying prophets among the exiles in Babylon is intensely serious. These evil false teachers were going to be judged severely, demonstrating that this kind of intentional deception is very repulsive to God. 

				In the New Testament, Jesus spoke directly to the issue of lying on the part of religious leaders:

				You are of your father the Devil, and you want to carry out your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning and has not stood in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he tells a lie, he speaks from his own nature, because he is a liar and the father of liars. (Jn 8:44) 

				Clearly, Jesus had no tolerance for religious leaders who deliberately perverted the truth. They will be severely judged. 

				Paul actually pronounced a curse on those who intentionally preached a false gospel: 

				As we have said before, I now say again: If anyone preaches to you a gospel contrary to what you received, a curse be on him! (Gl 1:9)  (See Ti #4:Bold Confrontation.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we reconcile Paul's harsh approach to false prophets with his sensitive approach to unbelievers generally?  (See 2Tm #7:Able to Teach.)

				

				

	

Restoration from Captivity

				30 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord. 2 This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says:"Write down on a scroll all the words that I have spoken to you, 3 for the days are certainly coming" — this is the Lord's declaration —"when I will restore the fortunesek of My people Israel and Judah" — the Lord's declaration."I will restore them to the land I gave to their ancestors and they will possess it."

				4 These are the words the Lord spoke to Israel and Judah. 5 Yes, this is what the Lord says:

				

				We have heard a cry of terror,

				of dread — there is no peace.

				

				6 Ask and see

				whether a male can give birth.

				Why then do I see every man

				with his hands on his stomach like a woman in labor

				and every face turned pale?

				7 How awful that day will be!

				There will be none like it!

				It will be a time of trouble for Jacob,

				but he will be delivered out of it.

				

				8 "On that day" — this is the declaration of the Lord of •Hosts —"I will break his yoke from your neck and tear off your chains so strangers will never again enslave him. 9 They will serve the Lord their God and I will raise up David their king for them."

				

				10 As for you, My servant Jacob,

				do not be afraid —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				and do not be dismayed, Israel,

				for without fail I will save you from far away,

				your descendants, from the land of their 
captivity!

				Jacob will return and have calm and quiet

				with no one to frighten him.

				11 For I will be with you —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				to save you!

				I will bring destruction on all the nations

				where I have scattered you;

				however, I will not bring destruction on you.

				I will discipline you justly,

				and I will by no means leave you unpunished. (See Is #13:God's Future Plans.)

				

	

Healing Zion's Wounds

				12 For this is what the Lord says:

				

				Your injury is incurable;

				your wound most severe.

				13 No one takes up the case for your sores.

				There is no healing for you.

				14 All your lovers have forgotten you;

				they no longer look for you,

				for I have struck you as an enemy would,

				with the discipline of someone cruel,

				because of your enormous •guilt

				and your innumerable sins.

				15 Why do you cry out about your injury?

				Your pain has no cure!

				I have done these things to you

				because of your enormous guilt

				and your innumerable sins.

				

				16 Nevertheless, all who devoured you will be 
devoured,

				and all your adversaries — all of them —

				will go off into exile.

				Those who plunder you will be plundered,

				and all who raid you will be raided.

				17 But I will bring you health

				and will heal you of your wounds —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				for they call you Outcast,

				•Zion whom no one cares about.

				

	

Restoration of the Land

				18 This is what the Lord says:

				

				I will certainly restore the fortunesel of Jacob's tents

				and show compassion on his dwellings.

				Every city will be rebuilt on its mound;

				every citadel will stand on its proper site.

				19 Thanksgiving will come out of them,

				a sound of celebration.

				I will multiply them, and they will not decrease;

				I will honor them, and they will not be 
insignificant.

				20 His children will be as in past days;

				his congregation will be established in My 
presence.

				I will punish all his oppressors.

				21 Jacob's leader will be one of them;

				his ruler will issue from him.

				I will invite him to Me, and he will approach Me,

				for who would otherwise risk his life to 
approach Me?

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				22 You will be My people,

				and I will be your God.(Review Jr #7: The Great Commission.)

				

	

The Wrath of God

				23 Look, a storm from the Lord!

				Wrath has gone out,

				a churning storm.

				It will whirl about the heads of the wicked.

				24 The Lord's burning anger will not turn back

				until He has completely fulfilled the purposes of His heart.

				In time to come you will understand it.

				

	

God's Relationship with His People

				31 "At that time" — this is the Lord's declaration —"I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they will be My people."

				2 This is what the Lord says:

				

				They found favor in the wilderness —

				the people who survived the sword.

				When Israel went to find rest,

				3 the Lord appeared to him em from far away.

				I have loved you with an everlasting love;

				therefore, I have continued to extend faithful love to you.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Faithful Love
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				#32 As true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, we should live our lives from day to day with the full assurance of our salvation.

				When God spoke through Jeremiah regarding God's unconditional promises and His everlasting love, the message was directed at the remnant of Israel. Nevertheless, as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ we can rest in this same wonderful truth. When Paul wrote to the Romans, he raised a question and then answered it gloriously:

				Who can separate us from the love of Christ? Can affliction or anguish or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written: Because of You we are being put to death all day long; we are counted as sheep to be slaughtered. No, in all these things we are more than victorious through Him who loved us. For I am persuaded that not even death or life, angels or rulers, things present or things to come, hostile powers, height or depth, or any other created thing will have the power to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord! (Rm 8:35-39; see also Eph 1:13-14.)  (See Rm #16:Security in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some Christians have difficulty regarding their assurance of salvation?

				

				4 Again I will build you so that you will be 
rebuilt,

				Virgin Israel.

				You will take up your tambourines again

				and go out in joyful dancing.

				5 You will plant vineyards again

				on the mountains of Samaria;

				the planters will plant and will enjoy the fruit.

				6 For there will be a day when watchmen will call out

				in the hill country of Ephraim,

				"Get up, let's go up to •Zion,

				to •Yahweh our God!"

				

	

God's People Brought Home

				7 For this is what the Lord says:

				

				Sing with joy for Jacob;

				shout for the chief of the nations!

				Proclaim, praise, and say,

				"Lord, save Your people,

				the remnant of Israel!"

				8 Watch! I am going to bring them from the 
northern land.

				I will gather them from remote regions of the earth —

				the blind and the lame will be with them,

				along with those who are pregnant and those about to give birth.

				

				They will return here as a great assembly!

				9 They will come weeping,

				but I will bring them back with consolation. en 

				I will lead them to •wadis filled with water

				by a smooth way where they will not stumble,

				for I am Israel's Father,

				and Ephraim is My firstborn.

				10 Nations, hear the word of the Lord,

				and tell it among the far off coastlands!

				Say: The One who scattered Israel will 
gather him.

				He will watch over him as a shepherd guards his flock,

				11 for the Lord has ransomed Jacob

				and redeemed him from the power of one 
stronger than he.

				12 They will come and shout for joy on the heights of Zion;

				they will be radiant with joy

				because of the Lord's goodness,

				because of the grain, the new wine, the fresh oil,

				and because of the young of the flocks and herds.

				Their life will be like an irrigated garden,

				and they will no longer grow weak from hunger.

				13 Then the young woman will rejoice with 
dancing,

				while young and old men rejoice together.

				I will turn their mourning into joy,

				

				give them consolation,

				and bring happiness out of grief.

				14 I will refresh the priests with an abundance,eo

				and My people will be satisfied with My 
goodness.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

	

Lament Turned to Joy

				15 This is what the Lord says:

				

				A voice was heard in Ramah,

				a lament with bitter weeping —

				Rachel weeping for her children,

				refusing to be comforted for her children

				because they are no more.

				

				A Principle to Live By - The Impact of Sin
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				#33 When facing what appears to be horrible unfairness, we must understand that when sin entered the world, it impacted all humanity—including innocent children.

				One of the most painful results of sin in the world is the way it impacts innocent children. Here, the tragedy resulted from Israel's rebellion against God. Though Rachel, Jacob's favorite wife, was buried a few miles from Jerusalem, the Lord spoke as if she were alive watching what was happening. Her"bitter weeping" resulted from her children's captivity (v. 15).

				When Matthew cited this prophecy, he called attention to the way sin has impacted all human beings. King Herod felt threatened by the wise men's inquiry regarding Jesus' birth as"King of the Jews" (Mt 2:2). When"outwitted by the wise men," he was filled with jealousy and rage and"gave orders to massacre all the male children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old and under" (Mt 2:16). In this context, Matthew quoted Jeremiah to describe this horrible scene (Mt 2:18). 

				We only need to open our eyes to what is happening around us to see that innocent children are abused, marred, maimed, and destroyed psychologically and physically because of the impact of sin in the world. This is happening all over the world today, including the multitudes of innocent lives that are intentionally and selfishly snuffed out before they are born.

				Though this human condition is appalling, we can take comfort in Jesus' special love for innocent children:

				Then children were brought to Him so He might put His hands on them and pray. But the disciples rebuked them. Then Jesus said,"Leave the children alone, and don't try to keep them from coming to Me, because the kingdom of heaven is made up of people like this." (Mt 19:13-14) 

				Reflection and Response

				What would have likely happened to the multitudes of innocent children who died in Canaan if instead they had grown into adulthood within that evil pagan culture?

				

				16 This is what the Lord says:

				

				Keep your voice from weeping

				and your eyes from tears,

				for the reward for your work will come —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				and your children will return from the enemy's 
land.

				17 There is hope for your future —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				and your children will return to their own 
territory.

				18 I have heard Ephraim moaning,

				"You disciplined me, and I have been 
disciplined

				like an untrained calf.

				Restore me, and I will return,

				for you, Lord, are my God.

				19 After I returned, I repented;

				After I was instructed, I struck my thigh in grief.

				I was ashamed and humiliated

				because I bore the disgrace of my youth."

				20 Isn't Ephraim a precious son to Me,

				a delightful child?

				Whenever I speak against him,

				I certainly still think about him.

				Therefore, My inner being yearns for him;

				I will truly have compassion on him.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

	

Repentance and Restoration

				21 Set up road markers for yourself;

				establish signposts!

				Keep the highway in mind,

				the way you have traveled.

				Return, Virgin Israel!

				Return to these cities of yours.

				22 How long will you turn here and there,

				faithless daughter?

				For the Lord creates something new in the landep —

				a femaleeq will shelterer a man.

				

				23 This is what the Lord of •Hosts, the God of Israel, says:"When I restore their fortunes,es they will once again speak this word in the land of Judah and in its cities, 'May the Lord bless you, righteous settlement, holy mountain.' 24 Judah and all its cities will live in it together — also farmers and those who move et with the flocks — 25 for I satisfy the thirsty person and feed all those who are weak."

				26 At this I awoke and looked around. My sleep had been most pleasant to me.

				27 "The days are coming" — this is the Lord's declaration —"when I will sow the house of Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of man and the seed of beast. 28 Just as I watched over them to uproot and to tear them down, to demolish and to destroy, and to cause disaster, so will I be attentive to build and to plant them," says the Lord. 29 "In those days, it will never again be said:

				

				The fathers have eaten sour grapes,

				and the children's teeth are set on edge.

				

				30 Rather, each will die for his own wrongdoing. Anyone who eats sour grapes — his own teeth will be set on edge.

				

	

The New Covenant

				31 "Look, the days are coming" — this is the Lord's declaration —"when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. 32 This one will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt — a covenant they broke even though I had married them" — the Lord's declaration. 33 "Instead, this is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after those days" — the Lord's declaration."I will put My teaching within them and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be My people. 34 No longer will one teach his neighbor or his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' for they will all know Me, from the least to the greatest of them" — this is the Lord's declaration."For I will forgive their wrongdoing and never again remember their sin."

				A Principle to Live By - The New Covenant
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				#34 As born-again believers, we are to live under the blessings of the new covenant. 

				When God delivered the children of Israel from Egypt, He made a covenant with them that was contingent on their obedience to the law (Dt 28:1-68). Because they disobeyed again and again, curses rather than blessings came on them. Jeremiah's prophecies focused on a climactic curse for their disobedience—the Babylonian captivity (Dt 28:49-52). 

				However, throughout chapters 30–33 Jeremiah perceived a future restoration of the children of Israel to their land, a restoration that seems far more comprehensive than the return following the Babylonian captivity. When this future restoration happens, God will activate a new covenant involving transformation in the hearts of everyone. The apostle John foresaw this as a time when Satan would be bound for 1,000 years, restricting the power of sin in people's lives (Rv 20:1-3). (See Rv #32:Christ Our King.)

				As believers in the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, whether Jew or Gentile, we are participating in some foundational aspects and benefits of this new covenant. Though it appears that it will ultimately be fulfilled when God restores Israel to the land at some future date, it was inaugurated when Christ died on the cross. Jesus spoke of both our present reality and this future event when He said,"This cup is the new covenant established by My blood; it is shed for you" (Lk 22:20; see also Mt 26:26-28). 

				In addition to experiencing"the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace" (Eph 1:7), we also are indwelt by His Holy Spirit, who is"the down payment of our inheritance" (Eph 1:14). The Holy Spirit enables us to reflect Christ's righteousness and to avoid the sins of the flesh (Rm 8:1-4). We can defeat Satan by putting on"the full armor of God" (Eph 6:10-20).  (See Rm #14:The Indwelling Spirit.)

				There seems, then, to be an important difference between God's future new covenant relationship with the children of Israel and His present new covenant relationship with us as members of the body of Christ. Though we are born again by God's Spirit, we can still"walk according to the flesh" rather than"according to the Spirit" (Rm 8:4; cp. Gl 5:16-23). However, when God ultimately restores Israel and transforms their hearts by His Holy Spirit, it appears they will keep God's laws perfectly. Ezekiel seems to make this point: 

				I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will remove your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will place My Spirit within you and cause you to follow My statutes and carefully observe My ordinances. (Ezk 36:26-27; see also Jr 32:40-41.) 

				Reflection and Response

				When we study both Old and New Testament references to the new covenant, why is it important that we still distinguish between God's promises to Israel and His promises to the church?

				

				35 This is what the Lord says:

				

				The One who gives the sun for light by day,

				the fixed order of moon and stars for light by night,

				who stirs up the sea and makes its waves roar —

				Yahweh of Hosts is His name:

				36 If this fixed order departs from My presence —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				then also Israel's descendants will cease

				to be a nation before Me forever.

				

				37 This is what the Lord says:

				

				If the heavens above can be measured

				and the foundations of the earth below explored,

				I will reject all of Israel's descendants

				because of all they have done —

				this is the Lord's declaration.

				

				38 "Look, the days are coming" — the Lord's declaration —"when the city from the Tower of Hananel to the Corner Gate will be rebuilt for the Lord. 39 A measuring line will once again stretch out straight to the hill of Gareb and then turn toward Goah. 40 The whole valley — the corpses, the ashes, and all the fields as far as the Kidron Valley to the corner of the Horse Gate to the east — will be holy to the Lord. It will never be uprooted or demolished again."

				

	

Jeremiah's Land Purchase

				32 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the tenth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar. 2 At that time, the army of the king of Babylon was besieging Jerusalem, and Jeremiah the prophet was imprisoned in the guard's courtyard in the palace of the king of Judah. 3 Zedekiah king of Judah had imprisoned him, saying:"Why are you prophesying, 'This is what the Lord says: Look, I am about to hand this city over to Babylon's king, and he will capture it. 4 Zedekiah king of Judah will not escape from the Chaldeans; indeed, he will certainly be handed over to Babylon's king. They will speak face to faceeu and meet eye to eye. 5 He will take Zedekiah to Babylon where he will stay until I attend to him' — this is the Lord's declaration. 'You will fight the Chaldeans, but you will not succeed'?"

				6 Jeremiah replied,"The word of the Lord came to me: 7 Watch! Hanamel, the son of your uncle Shallum, is coming to you to say, 'Buy my field in Anathoth for yourself, for you own the right of redemption to buy it.'

				8 "Then my cousin Hanamel came to the guard's courtyard as the Lord had said and urged me, 'Please buy my field in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, for you own the right of inheritance and redemption. Buy it for yourself.' Then I knew that this was the word of the Lord. 9 So I bought the field in Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel, and I weighed out to him the money — 17 •shekels of silver. 10 I recorded it on a scroll, sealed it, called in witnesses, and weighed out the silver in the scales. 11 I took the purchase agreement — the sealed copy with its terms and conditions and the open copy — 12 and gave the purchase agreement to Baruch son of Neriah, son of Mahseiah. I did this in the sight of my cousin ev Hanamel, the witnesses who were signing the purchase agreement, and all the Judeans sitting in the guard's courtyard.

				13 "I instructed Baruch in their sight, 14 'This is what the Lord of •Hosts, the God of Israel, says: Take these scrolls — this purchase agreement with the sealed copy and this open copy — and put them in an earthen storage jar so they will last a long time. 15 For this is what the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says: Houses, fields, and vineyards will again be bought in this land.'

				16 "After I had given the purchase agreement to Baruch, son of Neriah, I prayed to the Lord: 17 Oh, Lord God! You Yourself made the heavens and earth by Your great power and with Your outstretched arm. Nothing is too difficult for You! 18 You show faithful love to thousands but lay the fathers' sins on their sons' laps after them, great and mighty God whose name is •Yahweh of Hosts, 19 the One great in counsel and mighty in deed, whose eyes are on all the ways of the sons of men in order to give to each person according to his ways and the result of his deeds. 20 You performed signs and wonders in the land of Egypt and do so to this very day both in Israel and among mankind. You made a name for Yourself, as is the case today. 21 You brought Your people Israel out of Egypt with signs and wonders, with a strong hand and an outstretched arm, and with great terror. 22 You gave them this land You swore to give to their ancestors, a land flowing with milk and honey. 23 They entered and possessed it, but they did not obey Your voice or live according to Your instructions. They failed to perform all You commanded them to do, and so You have brought all this disaster on them. 24 Look! Siege ramps have come against the city to capture it, and the city, as a result of the sword, famine, and plague, has been handed over to the Chaldeans who are fighting against it. What You have spoken has happened. Look, You can see it! 25 Yet You, Lord God, have said to me: Buy the field with silver and call in witnesses — even though the city has been handed over to the Chaldeans!"

				26 Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah: 27 "Look, I am Yahweh, the God of all flesh. Is anything too difficult for Me? 28 Therefore, this is what the Lord says: I am about to hand this city over to the Chaldeans, to Babylon's king Nebuchadnezzar, and he will capture it. 29 The Chaldeans who are going to fight against this city will come, set this city on fire, and burn it along with the houses where incense has been burned to •Baal on their rooftops and where •drink offerings have been poured out to other gods to provoke Me to anger. 30 From their youth, the Israelites and Judeans have done nothing but what is evil in My sight! They have done nothing but provoke Me to anger by the work of their hands" — this is the Lord's declaration — 31 "for this city has caused My wrath and fury from the day it was built until now. I will therefore remove it from My presence, 32 because of all the evil the Israelites and Judeans have done to provoke Me to anger — they, their kings, their officials, their priests, and their prophets, the men of Judah, and the residents of Jerusalem. 33 They have turned their backs to Me and not their faces. Though I taught them time and time again,ew they do not listen and receive discipline. 34 They have placed their detestable things in the house that is called by My name and have defiled it. 35 They have built the •high places of Baal in the Valley of Hinnom to make their sons and daughters pass through the fire to •Molech — something I had not commanded them. I had never entertained the thoughtex that they do this detestable act causing Judah to sin!

				36 "Now therefore, this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says to this city about which you said, 'It has been handed over to Babylon's king through sword, famine, and plague': 37 I am about to gather them from all the lands where I have banished them in My anger, rage and great wrath, and I will return them to this place and make them live in safety. 38 They will be My people, and I will be their God. 39 I will give them one heart and one way so that for their good and for the good of their descendants after them, they will •fear Me always.

				40 "I will make an everlasting covenant with them: I will never turn away from doing good to them, and I will put fear of Me in their hearts so they will never again turn away from Me. 41 I will take delight in them to do what is good for them, and with all My heart and mind I will faithfully plant them in this land.(Review Jr #34: The New Covenant.)

				42 "For this is what the Lord says: Just as I have brought all this great disaster on these people, so am I about to bring on them all the good I am promising them. 43 Fields will be bought in this land about which you are saying, 'It's a desolation without man or beast; it has been handed over to the Chaldeans! ' 44 Fields will be purchased with silver, the transaction written on a scroll and sealed, and witnesses will be called on in the land of Benjamin, in the areas surrounding Jerusalem, and in Judah's cities — the cities of the hill country, the cities of the Judean foothills, and the cities of the •Negev — because I will restore their fortunes."ey

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

	

Israel's Restoration

				33 While he was still confined in the guard's courtyard, the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah a second time: 2 "The Lord who made the earth, ez the Lord who forms it to establish it, •Yahweh is His name, says this: 3 Call to Me and I will answer you and tell you great and incomprehensible things you do not know. 4 For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says concerning the houses of this city and the palaces of Judah's kings, the ones torn down for defense against the siege ramps and the sword: 5 The people coming to fight the Chaldeans will fill the houses with the corpses of their own men that I strike down in My wrath and rage. I have hidden My face from this city because of all their evil. 6 Yet I will certainly bring health and healing to it and will indeed heal them. I will let them experience the abundancefa of peace and truth. 7 I will restore the fortunesfb of Judah and of Israel and will rebuild them as in former times. 8 I will purify them from all the wrongs they have committed against Me, and I will forgive all the wrongs they have committed against Me, rebelling against Me. 9 This city will bear on My behalf a name of joy, praise, and glory before all the nations of the earth, who will hear of all the good I will do for them. They will tremble with awe because of all the good and all the peace I will bring about for them.

				10 "This is what the Lord says: In this place, which you say is a ruin, without man or beast — that is, in Judah's cities and Jerusalem's streets that are a desolation without man, without inhabitant, and without beast — there will be heard again 11 a sound of joy and gladness, the voice of the groom and the bride, and the voice of those saying,

				

				Praise the Lord of •Hosts,

				for the Lord is good;

				His faithful love endures forever

				

				as they bring thank offerings to the temple of the Lord. For I will restore the fortunesfc of the land as in former times, says the Lord.

				12 "This is what the Lord of Hosts says: In this desolate place — without man or beast — and in all its cities there will once more be a grazing land where shepherds may rest flocks. 13 The flocks will again pass under the hands of the one who counts them in the cities of the hill country, the cities of the Judean foothills, the cities of the •Negev, the land of Benjamin — the cities surrounding Jerusalem and Judah's cities, says the Lord.

				

	

God's Covenant with David

				14 "Look, the days are coming" —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				"when I will fulfill the good promises

				that I have spoken

				concerning the house of Israel

				and the house of Judah.

				15 In those days and at that time

				I will cause a Righteous Branch

				to sprout up for David,

				and He will administer justice

				and righteousness in the land.

				16 In those days Judah will be saved,

				and Jerusalem will dwell securely,

				and this is what she will be named:

				Yahweh Our Righteousness.

				

				17 "For this is what the Lord says: David will never fail to have a man sitting on the throne of the house of Israel.18 The Levitical priests will never fail to have a man always before Me to offer •burnt offerings, to burn •grain offerings, and to make sacrifices."

				A Principle to Live By - Reflecting Christ's Righteousness

				[image: Getz0821.png]

				#35 As God's holy nation, we are to reflect more and more the righteous life of the Lord Jesus Christ.

				Jeremiah foresaw Jesus Christ sitting on the throne of David in Jerusalem. The children of Israel had been restored to the land. The Holy Spirit had given them new hearts enabling them to internalize God's laws. Jeremiah had issued this same basic prophecy earlier (23:5-6), but in this second reference, he applied the title"Yahweh Our Righteousness" to the city of Jerusalem rather than to the Messiah (33:16). In other words, the people were so changed that they took on the characteristics of the Lord. 

				In the same way, we should more and more take on the characteristics of Jesus. Peter described the church as"a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of the One who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light" (1Pt 2:9).  (See 1Pt #5:A Holy People.)

				As members of the body of Christ, Paul said we are to build ourselves up in love"until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of God's Son, growing into a mature man with a stature measured by Christ's fullness" (Eph 4:13). Just as Jerusalem—God's people—will be completely transformed by God's Spirit and named"Yahweh Our Righteousness," so we the church—His people—should increasingly reflect Christ's righteousness until we are completely changed into His image when we see Him"face to face" (1Co 13:12).

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the major characteristics that the church should reflect more and more as we grow together in Christ?  (See 1Th #1:Models of Maturity.)

				

				19 The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah: 20 "This is what the Lord says: If you can break My covenant with the day and My covenant with the night so that day and night cease to come at their regular time, 21 then also My covenant with My servant David may be broken so that he will not have a son reigning on his throne, and the Levitical priests will not be My ministers. 22 The hosts of heaven cannot be counted; the sand of the sea cannot be measured. So, too, I will make the descendants of My servant David and the Levites who minister to Me innumerable."

				23 The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah: 24 "Have you not noticed what these people have said? They say, 'The Lord has rejected the two families He had chosen.' My people are treated with contempt and no longer regarded as a nation among them. 25 This is what the Lord says: If I do not keep My covenant with the day and with the night and fail to establish the fixed order of heaven and earth, 26 then I might also reject the •seed of Jacob and of My servant David — not taking from his descendants rulers over the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Instead, I will restore their fortunesfd and have compassion on them."

				

	

Jeremiah's Word to King Zedekiah

				34 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord when Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, all his army, all the earthly kingdoms under his control, and all other nations were fighting against Jerusalem and all its surrounding cities: 2 "This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: Go, speak to Zedekiah, king of Judah, and tell him: This is what the Lord says: I am about to hand this city over to the king of Babylon, and he will burn it down. 3 As for you, you will not escape from his hand but are certain to be captured and handed over to him. You will meet the king of Babylon eye to eye and speak face to face;fe you will go to Babylon.

				4 "Yet hear the Lord's word, Zedekiah, king of Judah. This is what the Lord says concerning you: You will not die by the sword; 5 you will die peacefully. There will be a burning ceremony for you just like the burning ceremonies for your fathers, the former kings who preceded you. 'Our king is dead! 'ff will be the lament for you, for I have spoken this word." This is the Lord's declaration.

				6 So Jeremiah the prophet related all these words to Zedekiah king of Judah in Jerusalem 7 while the king of Babylon's army was attacking Jerusalem and all of Judah's remaining cities — against Lachish and Azekah, for they were the only ones left of Judah's fortified cities.

				

	

The People and Their Slaves

				8 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord after King Zedekiah made a covenant with all the people who were in Jerusalem to proclaim freedom to them, 9 so each man would free his male and female Hebrew slaves and no one would enslave his Judean brother.10 All the officials and people who entered into covenant to free their male and female slaves — in order not to enslave them any longer — obeyed and freed them. 11 Afterward, however, they changed their minds and took back their male and female slaves they had freed and forced them to become slaves again.

				12 Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 13 "This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I made a covenant with your ancestors when I brought them out of the land of Egypt, out of the place of slavery, saying: 14 At the end of seven years, each of you must free his Hebrew brother who sold himselffg to you. He may serve you six years, but then you must send him out free from you. But your ancestors did not obey Me or pay any attention. 15 Today you repented and did what pleased Me, each of you proclaiming freedom for his neighbor. You made a covenant before Me at the temple called by My name. 16 But you have changed your minds and profaned My name. Each has taken back his male and female slaves who had been freed to go wherever they wanted, and you have again subjugated them to be your slaves.

				17 "Therefore, this is what the Lord says: You have not obeyed Me by proclaiming freedom, each man for his brother and for his neighbor. I hereby proclaim freedom for you" — this is the Lord's declaration —"to the sword, to plague, and to famine! I will make you a horror to all the earth's kingdoms. 18 As for those who disobeyed My covenant, not keeping the terms of the covenant they made before Me, I will treat them like the calf they cut in two in order to pass between its pieces. 19 The officials of Judah and Jerusalem, the court officials, the priests, and all the people of the land who passed between the pieces of the calf 20 will be handed over to their enemies, to those who want to take their life. Their corpses will become food for the birds of the sky and for the wild animals of the land. 21 I will hand Zedekiah king of Judah and his officials over to their enemies, to those who want to take their lives, to the king of Babylon's army that is withdrawing. 22 I am about to give the command" — this is the Lord's declaration —"and I will bring them back to this city. They will fight against it, capture it, and burn it down. I will make Judah's cities a desolation, without inhabitant."

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Consistent Commitment

				[image: Getz0822.png]

				#36 We are to consistently love God and one another regardless of our circumstances.

				Initially, it appears King Zedekiah knew God's judgment through Nebuchadnezzar was about to fall on Jerusalem. Perhaps he thought if he reversed this social evil of slavery, the Lord would change His mind. Then, when Nebuchadnezzar's army withdrew, Zedekiah once again allowed his fellow Hebrews to go into slavery—not accepting the prophetic truth that Nebuchadnezzar would return and finish the job (39:1-10).

				All of us are guilty of crisis prayers and inconsistent faith. How easy it is, when things are not going our way, to promise God we'll obey Him. Then, when we experience His grace and everything seems to be going our way, we revert to our old patterns of sinful behavior. 

				Jesus reminded the church in Ephesus that they had abandoned the love they had in their initial relationship with Him and with their fellow Christians. He exhorted them,"Remember then how far you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first" (Rv 2:5).  (See Rv #3:The Greatest Commands.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways do Christians today violate the greatest commands?

				

				

	

The Rechabites' Example

				35 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the days of Jehoiakim son of Josiah, king of Judah: 2 "Go to the house of the Rechabites, speak to them, and bring them to one of the chambers of the temple of the Lord to offer them a drink of wine."

				3 So I took Jaazaniah son of Jeremiah, son of Habazziniah, and his brothers and all his sons — the entire house of the Rechabites — 4 and I brought them into the temple of the Lord to a chamber occupied by the sons of Hanan son of Igdaliah, a man of God, who had a chamber near the officials' chamber, which was above the chamber of Maaseiah son of Shallum the doorkeeper. 5 I set jars filled with wine and some cups before the sons of the house of the Rechabites and said to them,"Drink wine!"

				6 But they replied,"We do not drink wine, for Jonadab, son of our ancestor Rechab, commanded: 'You and your sons must never drink wine. 7 You must not build a house or sow seed or plant a vineyard. Those things are not for you. Rather, you must live in tents your whole life, so you may live a long time on the soil where you stay as a temporary resident.' 8 We have obeyed the voice of Jonadab, son of our ancestor Rechab, in all he commanded us. So we haven't drunk wine our whole life — we, our wives, our sons, and our daughters. 9 We also have not built houses to live in and do not have vineyard, field, or seed. 10 But we have lived in tents and have obeyed and done as our ancestor Jonadab commanded us. 11 However, when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon marched into the land, we said: Come, let's go into Jerusalem to get away from the Chaldean and Aramean armies. So we have been living in Jerusalem."

				12 Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah: 13 "This is what the Lord of •Hosts, the God of Israel, says: Go, say to the men of Judah and the residents of Jerusalem: Will you not accept discipline by listening to My words?" — this is the Lord's declaration. 14 "The words of Jonadab, son of Rechab, have been carried out. He commanded his sons not to drink wine, and they have not drunk to this very day because they have obeyed their ancestor's command. But I have spoken to you time and time again,fh and you have not obeyed Me! 15 Time and time againfi I have sent you all My servants the prophets, proclaiming: Turn, each one from his evil way of life, and correct your actions. Stop following other gods to serve them. Live in the land that I gave you and your ancestors. But you would not pay attention or obey Me. 16 Yes, the sons of Jonadab son of Rechab carried out their ancestor's command he gave them, but these people have not obeyed Me. 17 Therefore, this is what the Lord, the God of Hosts, the God of Israel, says: I will certainly bring to Judah and to all the residents of Jerusalem all the disaster I have pronounced against them because I have spoken to them, but they have not obeyed, and I have called to them, but they would not answer."

				18 Jeremiah said to the house of the Rechabites:"This is what the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says: 'Because you have obeyed the command of your ancestor Jonadab and have kept all his commands and have done all that he commanded you, 19 this is what the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says: Jonadab son of Rechab will never fail to have a man to always stand before Me.'"

				

	

Jeremiah Dictates a Scroll

				36 In the fourth year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 "Take a scroll, and write on it all the words I have spoken to you concerning Israel, Judah, and all the nations from the time I first spoke to you during Josiah's reign until today. 3 Perhaps when the house of Judah hears about all the disaster I am planning to bring on them, each one of them will turn from his evil way. Then I will forgive their wrongdoing and their sin."

				4 So Jeremiah summoned Baruch son of Neriah. At Jeremiah's dictation,fj Baruch wrote on a scroll all the words the Lord had spoken to Jeremiah. 5 Then Jeremiah commanded Baruch,"I am restricted; I cannot enter the temple of the Lord, 6 so you must go and read from the scroll — which you wrote at my dictationfk — the words of the Lord in the hearing of the people at the temple of the Lord on a day of fasting. You must also read them in the hearing of all the Judeans who are coming from their cities. 7 Perhaps their petition will come before the Lord, and each one will turn from his evil way, for the anger and fury that the Lord has pronounced against this people are great." 8 So Baruch son of Neriah did everything Jeremiah the prophet had commanded him. At the Lord's temple he read the Lord's words from the scroll.

				

	

Baruch Reads the Scroll

				9 In the fifth year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah, king of Judah, in the ninth month, all the people of Jerusalem and all those coming in from Judah's cities into Jerusalem proclaimed a fast before the Lord. 10 Then at the Lord's temple, in the chamber of Gemariah son of Shaphan the scribe, in the upper courtyard at the opening of the New Gate of the Lord's temple, in the hearing of all the people, Baruch read Jeremiah's words from the scroll.

				11 When Micaiah son of Gemariah, son of Shaphan, heard all the words of the Lord from the scroll, 12 he went down to the scribe's chamber in the king's palace. All the officials were sitting there — Elishama the scribe, Delaiah son of Shemaiah, Elnathan son of Achbor, Gemariah son of Shaphan, Zedekiah son of Hananiah, and all the other officials. 13 Micaiah reported to them all the words he had heard when Baruch read from the scroll in the hearing of the people. 14 Then all the officials sent word to Baruch through Jehudi son of Nethaniah, son of Shelemiah, son of Cushi, saying,"Bring the scroll that you read in the hearing of the people, and come." So Baruch son of Neriah took the scroll and went to them. 15 They said to him,"Sit down and read it in our hearing." So Baruch read it in their hearing.

				16 When they had heard all the words, they turned to each other in fear and said to Baruch,"We must surely tell the king all these things." 17 Then they asked Baruch,"Tell us — how did you write all these words? At his dictation?"fl

				18 Baruch said to them,"At his dictation.fm He recited all these words to me while I was writing on the scroll in ink."

				

	

Jehoiakim Burns the Scroll

				19 The officials said to Baruch,"You and Jeremiah must hide yourselves and tell no one where you are." 20 Then they came to the king at the courtyard, having deposited the scroll in the chamber of Elishama the scribe, and reported everything in the hearing of the king. 21 The king sent Jehudi to get the scroll, and he took it from the chamber of Elishama the scribe. Jehudi then read it in the hearing of the king and all the officials who were standing by the king. 22 Since it was the ninth month, the king was sitting in his winter quarters with a fire burning in front of him. 23 As soon as Jehudi would read three or four columns, Jehoiakim would cut the scrollfn with a scribe's knife and throw the columns into the blazing fire until the entire scroll was consumed by the fire in the brazier. 24 As they heard all these words, the king and all of his servants did not become terrified or tear their garments. 25 Even though Elnathan, Delaiah, and Gemariah had urged the king not to burn the scroll, he would not listen to them. 26 Then the king commanded Jerahmeel the king's son, Seraiah son of Azriel, and Shelemiah son of Abdeel to seize Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet, but the Lord had hidden them.

				

	

Jeremiah Dictates Another Scroll

				27 After the king had burned the scroll with the words Baruch had written at Jeremiah's dictation,fo the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah: 28 "Take another scroll, and once again write on it the very words that were on the original scroll that Jehoiakim king of Judah burned. 29 You are to proclaim concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah: This is what the Lord says: You have burned the scroll, saying, 'Why have you written on it: The king of Babylon will certainly come and destroy this land and cause it to be without man or beast?' 30 Therefore, this is what the Lord says concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah: He will have no one to sit on David's throne, and his corpse will be thrown out to be exposed to the heat of day and the frost of night. 31 I will punish him, his descendants, and his officers for their wrongdoing. I will bring on them, on the residents of Jerusalem, and on the men of Judah all the disaster, which I warned them about but they did not listen."

				32 Then Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to Baruch son of Neriah, the scribe, and he wrote on it at Jeremiah's dictationfp all the words of the scroll that Jehoiakim, Judah's king, had burned in the fire. And many other words like them were added.

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Consistent Disobedience

				[image: Getz0823.png]

				#37 Professing Christians who consistently ignore the teachings of the Word of God should 
ask themselves whether or not they have an authentic relationship with the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

				This report of King Jehoiakim's response to the words that God had revealed to Jeremiah is a vivid account of a man who did not know God personally. Without guilt, shame, or remorse, he literally burned the Word of God section by section. 

				One day Jesus addressed a group of Pharisees who were rejecting His teachings and stated unequivocally,

				The one who is from God listens to God's words. This is why you don't listen, because you are not from God. (Jn 8:47) 

				Reflection and Response

				How does Jeremiah's second scroll illustrate how believers should respect and respond to the Word of God?  (See 1Pt #3:Living Transformed Lives.)

				

				

	

Jerusalem's Last Days

				37 Zedekiah son of Josiah reigned as king in the land of Judah in place of Jehoiachin son of Jehoiakim, for Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon made him king. 2 He and his officers and the people of the land did not obey the words of the Lord that He spoke through Jeremiah the prophet.

				3 Nevertheless, King Zedekiah sent Jehucal son of Shelemiah and Zephaniah son of Maaseiah, the priest, to Jeremiah the prophet, requesting,"Please pray to the Lord our God for us!" 4 Jeremiah was going about his daily tasksfq among the people, for they had not yet put him into the prison. 5 Pharaoh's army had left Egypt, and when the Chaldeans, who were besieging Jerusalem, heard the report, they withdrew from Jerusalem.

				6 The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet: 7 "This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: This is what you will say to Judah's king, who is sending you to inquire of Me: Watch: Pharaoh's army, which has come out to help you, is going to return to its own land of Egypt. 8 The Chaldeans will then return and fight against this city. They will capture it and burn it down.9 This is what the Lord says: Don't deceive yourselves by saying, 'The Chaldeans will leave us for good,' for they will not leave. 10 Indeed, if you were to strike down the entire Chaldean army that is fighting with you, and there remained among them only the badly woundedfr men, each in his tent, they would get up and burn this city down."

				

	

Jeremiah's Imprisonment

				11 When the Chaldean army withdrew from Jerusalem because of Pharaoh's army, 12 Jeremiah started to leave Jerusalem to go to the land of Benjamin to claim his portion there among the people. 13 But when he was at the Benjamin Gate, an officer of the guard was there, whose name was Irijah son of Shelemiah, son of Hananiah, and he apprehended Jeremiah the prophet, saying,"You are deserting to the Chaldeans."

				14 "That's a lie," Jeremiah replied."I am not deserting to the Chaldeans!" Irijah would not listen to him but apprehended Jeremiah and took him to the officials. 15 The officials were angry at Jeremiah and beat him and placed him in jail in the house of Jonathan the scribe, for it had been made into a prison. 16 So Jeremiah went into a cell in the dungeon and stayed there many days.

				

	

Jeremiah Summoned by Zedekiah

				17 King Zedekiah later sent for him and received him, and in his house privately asked him,"Is there a word from the Lord?"

				"There is," Jeremiah responded, and he continued,"You will be handed over to the king of Babylon."18 Then Jeremiah said to King Zedekiah,"How have I sinned against you or your servants or these people that you have put me in prison? 19 Where are your prophets who prophesied to you, claiming, 'The king of Babylon will not come against you and this land'? 20 So now please listen, my lord the king. May my petition come before you. Don't send me back to the house of Jonathan the scribe, or I will die there."

				21 So King Zedekiah gave orders, and Jeremiah was placed in the guard's courtyard. He was given a loaf of bread each day from the baker's street until all the bread was gone from the city. So Jeremiah remained in the guard's courtyard.

				

	

Jeremiah Thrown into a Cistern

				38 Now Shephatiah son of Mattan, Gedaliah son of Pashhur, Jucal son of Shelemiah, and Pashhur son of Malchijah heard the words Jeremiah was speaking to all the people: 2 "This is what the Lord says: 'Whoever stays in this city will die by the sword, famine, and plague, but whoever surrenders to the Chaldeans will live. He will keep his life like the spoils of war and will live.' 3 This is what the Lord says: 'This city will most certainly be handed over to the king of Babylon's army, and he will capture it.'"

				4 The officials then said to the king,"This man ought to die, because he is weakening the morale of the warriors who remain in this city and of all the people by speaking to them in this way. This man is not seeking the well-being of this people, but disaster."

				5 King Zedekiah said,"Here he is; he's in your hands since the king can't do anything against you." 6 So they took Jeremiah and dropped him into the cistern of Malchiah the king's son, which was in the guard's courtyard, lowering Jeremiah with ropes. There was no water in the cistern, only mud, and Jeremiah sank in the mud.

				7 But Ebed-melech, a •Cushite court official employed in the king's palace, heard Jeremiah had been put into the cistern. While the king was sitting at the Benjamin Gate, 8 Ebed-melech went from the king's palace and spoke to the king: 9 "My lord the king, these men have been evil in all they have done to Jeremiah the prophet. They have dropped him into the cistern where he will die from hunger, because there is no more bread in the city."

				10 So the king commanded Ebed-melech, the Cushite,"Take from here 30 men under your authority and pull Jeremiah the prophet up from the cistern before he dies."

				11 So Ebed-melech took the men under his authority and went to the king's palace to a place below the storehouse.fs From there he took old rags and worn-out clothes and lowered them by ropes to Jeremiah in the cistern. 12 Ebed-melech the Cushite cried out to Jeremiah,"Place these old rags and clothes between your armpits and the ropes." Jeremiah did so, 13 and they pulled him up with the ropes and lifted him out of the cistern, but he continued to stay in the guard's courtyard.

				

	

Zedekiah's Final Meeting with Jeremiah

				14 King Zedekiah sent for Jeremiah the prophet and received him at the third entrance of the Lord's temple. The king said to Jeremiah,"I am going to ask you something; don't hide anything from me."

				15 Jeremiah replied to Zedekiah,"If I tell you, you will kill me, won't you? Besides, if I give you advice, you won't listen to me anyway."

				16 King Zedekiah swore to Jeremiah in private,"As the Lord lives, who has given us this life, I will not kill you or hand you over to these men who want to take your life."

				17 Jeremiah therefore said to Zedekiah,"This is what the Lord, the God of •Hosts, the God of Israel, says: 'If indeed you surrender to the officials of the king of Babylon, then you will live, this city will not be burned down, and you and your household will survive. 18 But if you do not surrender to the officials of the king of Babylon, then this city will be handed over to the Chaldeans. They will burn it down, and you yourself will not escape from them.'"

				19 But King Zedekiah said to Jeremiah,"I am worried about the Judeans who have deserted to the Chaldeans. They may hand me over to the Judeans to abuse me."

				20 "They will not hand you over," Jeremiah replied."Obey the voice of the Lord in what I am telling you, so it may go well for you and you can live. 21 But if you refuse to surrender, this is the verdictft that the Lord has shown me: 22 'All the womenfu who remain in the palace of Judah's king will be brought out to the officials of the king of Babylon and will say:

				

				Your trusted friendsfv misledfw you

				and overcame you.

				Your feet sank into the mire,

				and they deserted you.

				

				23 All your wives and sons will be brought out to the Chaldeans. You yourself will not escape from them, for you will be seized by the king of Babylon and this city will burn down.'"

				24 Then Zedekiah warned Jeremiah,"Don't let anyone know about these things or you will die. 25 If the officials hear that I have spoken with you and come and demand of you, 'Tell us what you said to the king; don't hide anything from us and we won't kill you. Also, what did the king say to you? ' 26 then you will tell them, 'I was bringing before the king my petition that he not return me to the house of Jonathan to die there.'" 27 When all the officials came to Jeremiah and questioned him, he reported the exact words to them the king had commanded, and they quit speaking with him because nothing had been heard. 28 Jeremiah remained in the guard's courtyard until the day Jerusalem was captured, and he was there when it happened.fx

				A Principle to Live By - Living without Compromise

				[image: Getz0824.png]

				#38 We should never compromise God's truth in order to avoid rejection and persecution.

				In spite of intense persecution, Jeremiah never compromised in speaking the truth God revealed to him.

				
						When he told Zedekiah and his associates that they were self-deceived regarding the coming judgment on Jerusalem, he was eventually imprisoned. Yet when the king sent for him and asked him if he had received"a word from the Lord," Jeremiah told him the truth, realizing he could be sent back to prison (37:1-21). 

						When he was later threatened with death by Zedekiah's high officials and lowered into a cistern, he once again told Zedekiah the truth when he sent for him, knowing full well he could either be killed or sent back to this dismal muddy pit (38:1-27). 

				

				Imagine the temptation to tell Zedekiah what he wanted to hear. However, Jeremiah never compromised the prophetic message he was to deliver to the king.  (See 1Kg #40:Compromising Truth.)

				The New Testament is filled with illustrations of dynamic and devoted Christians who would not compromise the truth. For example, Peter and John were in and out of prison for preaching the gospel to their fellow Jews in Jerusalem. When threatened one day, Peter and the other apostles issued an uncompromising response:"We must obey God rather than men" (Ac 5:29). 

				Reflection and Response

				How do we reconcile obeying God with submitting to government authorities when there is a conflict between these two biblical principles?  (See Ac #10:Our Dual Citizenship.)

				

				

	

The Fall of Jerusalem to Babylon

				39 In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth month, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon advanced against Jerusalem with his entire army and laid siege to it. 2 In the fourth month of Zedekiah's eleventh year, on the ninth day of the month, the city was broken into. 3 All the officials of the king of Babylon entered and sat at the Middle Gate: Nergal-sharezer, Samgar, Nebusarsechim fy the Rab-saris, Nergal-sharezer the Rab-mag, and all the rest of the officials of Babylon's king.

				4 When he saw them, Zedekiah king of Judah and all the soldiers fled. They left the city at night by way of the king's garden through the gate between the two walls. They left along the route to the •Arabah. 5 However, the Chaldean army pursued them and overtook Zedekiah in the plainsfz of Jericho, arrested him, and brought him to Nebuchadnezzar, Babylon's king, at Riblah in the land of Hamath. The king passed sentence on him there.

				6 At Riblah the king of Babylon slaughtered Zedekiah's sons before his eyes, and he also slaughtered all Judah's nobles. 7 Then he blinded Zedekiah and put him in bronze chains to take him to Babylon.8 The Chaldeans next burned down the king's palace and the people's houses and tore down the walls of Jerusalem. 9 Nebuzaradan, the commander of the guards, deported the rest of the people to Babylon — those who had remained in the city and those deserters who had defected to him along with the rest of the people who had remained. 10 However, Nebuzaradan, the commander of the guards, left in the land of Judah some of the poor people who owned nothing, and he gave them vineyards and fields at that time.

				

	

Jeremiah Freed by Nebuchadnezzar

				11 Speaking through Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon gave orders concerning Jeremiah, saying: 12 "Take him, look after him, and don't let any harm come to him; do for him whatever he says." 13 Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, Nebushazban the Rab-saris, Nergal-sharezer the Rab-mag, and all the captains of the king of Babylon 14 had Jeremiah brought from the guard's courtyard and turned him over to Gedaliah son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan, to take him home. So he settled among his own people.

				15 Now the word of the Lord had come to Jeremiah when he was confined in the guard's courtyard: 16 "Go tell Ebed-melech the •Cushite: This is what the Lord of •Hosts, the God of Israel, says: I am about to fulfill My words for harm and not for good against this city. They will take place before your eyes on that day. 17 But I will rescue you on that day" — this is the Lord's declaration —"and you will not be handed over to the men you fear. 18 Indeed, I will certainly deliver you so that you do not fall by the sword. Because you have trusted in Me, you will keep your life like the spoils of war." This is the Lord's declaration.

				

	

Jeremiah Stays in Judah

				40 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord after Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, released him at Ramah. When he found him, he was bound in chains with all the exiles of Jerusalem and Judah who were being exiled to Babylon. 2 The captain of the guard took Jeremiah and said to him,"The Lord your God decreed this disaster on this place, 3 and the Lord has fulfilled it. He has done just what He decreed. Because you people have sinned against the Lord and have not obeyed Him, this thing has happened. 4 Now pay attention: Today I am setting you free from the chains that were on your hands. If it pleases you to come with me to Babylon, come, and I will take care of you. But if it seems wrong to you to come with me to Babylon, go no farther.ga Look — the whole land is in front of you. Wherever it seems good and right for you to go, go there." 5 When Jeremiah had not yet turned to go, Nebuzaradan said to him:"Return gb to Gedaliah son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon has appointed over the cities of Judah, and stay with him among the people or go wherever you want to go." So the captain of the guard gave him a ration and a gift and released him. 6 Jeremiah therefore went to Gedaliah son of Ahikam at Mizpah, and he stayed with him among the people who remained in the land.

				A Principle to Live By - God Honors Faith

				[image: Getz0825.png]

				#39 We are to trust God no matter what our circumstances. 

				Jeremiah's prophecies came true regarding King Zedekiah. He was captured and led in chains to Babylon where he was imprisoned"until his dying day" (52:10-11). However, God miraculously delivered Jeremiah because this old prophet trusted His promise that he would be delivered from death. Amazingly, the Lord used Nebuchadnezzar to accomplish this protection (39:11-12; 40:4).

				God honors faith, as so clearly outlined in the book of Hebrews. The author devoted an entire section to describing many heroes of faith (Heb 11:1-40). Here is a powerful summary, which certainly included Jeremiah:

				And what more can I say? Time is too short for me to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and the prophets, who by faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched the raging of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, gained strength after being weak, became mighty in battle, and put foreign armies to flight. (Heb 11:32-34)  (See Heb #17:Faith that Endures.)

				The author transitioned from these Old Testament heroes to followers of Jesus Christ—some of whom were delivered from death and others were not. Yet, they all trusted God regardless of what happened to them personally. They're examples to us all. We read,

				Therefore, since we also have such a large cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us lay aside every weight and the sin that so easily ensnares us. Let us run with endurance the race that lies before us, keeping our eyes on Jesus, the source and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that lay before Him endured a cross and despised the shame and has sat down at the right hand of God's throne. (Heb 12:1-2)  (See Heb #18:Focusing on Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do we explain faith in God for deliverance when some believers are delivered from pain and death but other true believers suffer and even die? (See Lk 21:16-19.)  (See Dn #6:Facing Persecution.)

				

				

	

Gedaliah Advises Peace

				7 When all the commanders of the armies in the field — they and their men — heard that the king of Babylon had appointed Gedaliah son of Ahikam over the land and that he had put him in charge of the men, women, and children from the poorest of the land who had not been deported to Babylon, 8 they came to Gedaliah at Mizpah. The commanders included Ishmael son of Nethaniah, Johanan and Jonathan the sons of Kareah, Seraiah son of Tanhumeth, the sons of Ephai the Netophathite, and Jezaniah son of the Maacathite — they and their men.

				9 Gedaliah son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan, swore an oath to them and their men, assuring them,"Don't be afraid to serve the Chaldeans. Live in the land and serve the king of Babylon, and it will go well for you. 10 As for me, I am going to live in Mizpah to representgc you before the Chaldeans who come to us. As for you, gather wine, summer fruit, and oil, place them in your storage jars, and live in the cities you have captured."

				11 When all the Judeans in Moab and among the Ammonites and in Edom and in all the other lands also heard that the king of Babylon had left a remnant in Judah and had appointed Gedaliah son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan, over them, 12 they all returned from all the places where they had been banished and came to the land of Judah, to Gedaliah at Mizpah, and harvested a great amount of wine and summer fruit.

				13 Meanwhile, Johanan son of Kareah and all the commanders of the armies in the field came to Gedaliah at Mizpah 14 and warned him,"Don't you realize that Baalis, king of the Ammonites, has sent Ishmael son of Nethaniah to kill you?" But Gedaliah son of Ahikam would not believe them. 15 Then Johanan son of Kareah suggested to Gedaliah in private at Mizpah,"Let me go kill Ishmael son of Nethaniah. No one will know it. Why should he kill you and scatter all of Judah that has gathered to you so that the remnant of Judah would perish?"

				16 But Gedaliah son of Ahikam responded to Johanan son of Kareah,"Don't do that! What you're saying about Ishmael is a lie."

				

	

Gedaliah Assassinated by Ishmael

				41 In the seventh month, Ishmael son of Nethaniah, son of Elishama, of the royal family and one of the king's chief officers, came with 10 men to Gedaliah son of Ahikam at Mizpah. They ate a meal together there in Mizpah, 2 but then Ishmael son of Nethaniah and the 10 men who were with him got up and struck down Gedaliah son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan, with the sword; he killed the one the king of Babylon had appointed in the land. 3 Ishmael also struck down all the Judeans who were with Gedaliah at Mizpah, as well as the Chaldean soldiers who were there.

				4 On the second day after he had killed Gedaliah, when no one knew yet, 5 80 men came from Shechem, Shiloh, and Samaria who had shaved their beards, torn their garments, and gashed themselves, and who were carrying •grain and incense offerings to bring to the temple of the Lord. 6 Ishmael son of Nethaniah came out of Mizpah to meet them, weeping as he came. When he encountered them, he said:"Come to Gedaliah son of Ahikam!" 7 But when they came into the city, Ishmael son of Nethaniah and the men with him slaughtered them and threw them into gd a cistern.

				8 However, there were 10 men among them who said to Ishmael,"Don't kill us, for we have hidden treasure in the field — wheat, barley, oil, and honey!" So he stopped and did not kill them along with their companions. 9 Now the cistern where Ishmael had thrown all the corpses of the men he had struck down was a large one ge that King Asa had made in the encounter with Baasha king of Israel. Ishmael son of Nethaniah filled it with the slain.

				10 Then Ishmael took captive all the remnant of the people of Mizpah including the daughters of the king — all those who remained in Mizpah over whom Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, had appointed Gedaliah son of Ahikam. Ishmael son of Nethaniah took them captive and set off to cross over to the Ammonites.

				

	

The Captives Rescued by Johanan

				11 When Johanan son of Kareah and all the commanders of the armies with him heard of all the evil that Ishmael son of Nethaniah had done, 12 they took all their men and went to fight with Ishmael son of Nethaniah and found him by the great pool in Gibeon. 13 When all the people with Ishmael saw Johanan son of Kareah and all the commanders of the army with him, they rejoiced, 14 and all the people whom Ishmael had taken captive from Mizpah turned around and rejoined Johanan son of Kareah. 15 But Ishmael son of Nethaniah escaped from Johanan with eight men and went to the Ammonites. 16 Johanan son of Kareah and all the commanders of the armies with him then took from Mizpah all the remnant of the people whom he had recovered from Ishmael son of Nethaniah after Ishmael had killed Gedaliah son of Ahikam — men, soldiers, women, children, and court officials whom he brought back from Gibeon. 17 They left, stopping in Geruth Chimham, which is near Bethlehem, in order to make their way into Egypt, 18 away from the Chaldeans. For they feared them because Ishmael son of Nethaniah had struck down Gedaliah son of Ahikam, whom the king of Babylon had appointed in the land.

				

	

The People Seek Jeremiah's Counsel

				42 Then all the commanders of the armies, along with Johanan son of Kareah, Jezaniah son of Hoshaiah, and all the people from the least to the greatest, approached 2 Jeremiah the prophet and said,"May our petition come before you; pray to the Lord your God on our behalf, on behalf of this entire remnant (for few of us remain out of the many, as you can see with your own eyes), 3 that the Lord your God may tell us the way we should walk and the thing we should do."

				4 So Jeremiah the prophet said to them,"I have heard. I will now pray to the Lord your God according to your words, and every word that the Lord answers you I will tell you; I won't withhold a word from you."

				5 And they said to Jeremiah,"As for every word the Lord your God sends you to tell us, if we don't act accordingly, may the Lord be a true and faithful witness against us. 6 Whether it is pleasant or unpleasant, we will obey the voice of the Lord our God to whom we are sending you so that it may go well with us. We will certainly obey the voice of the Lord our God!"

				

	

Jeremiah's Advice to Stay

				7 Now at the end of 10 days, the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, 8 and he summoned Johanan son of Kareah, all the commanders of the armies who were with him, and all the people from the least to the greatest.

				9 He said to them,"This is what the Lord says, the God of Israel to whom you sent me to bring your petition before Him: 10 'If you will indeed stay in this land, then I will rebuild and not demolish you, and I will plant and not uproot you, because I relent concerning the disaster that I have brought on you. 11 Don't be afraid of the king of Babylon whom you now fear; don't be afraid of him' — this is the Lord's declaration — 'because I am with you to save you and deliver you from him. 12 I will grant you compassion, and he gf will have compassion on you and allow you to return to your own soil. 13 But if you say, 'We will not stay in this land,' so as not to obey the voice of the Lord your God, 14 and if you say, 'No, instead we'll go to the land of Egypt where we will not see war or hear the sound of the ram's horn or hunger for food, and we'll live there,' 15 then hear the word of the Lord, remnant of Judah! This is what the Lord of •Hosts, the God of Israel, says: If you are firmly resolved to go to Egypt and live there for a while, 16 then the sword you fear will overtake you there in the land of Egypt, and the famine you are worried about will follow on your heelsgg there to Egypt, and you will die there. 17 All who resolve to go to Egypt to live there for a while will die by the sword, famine, and plague. They will have no one escape or survive from the disaster I will bring on them.'

				18 "For this is what the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says: 'Just as My anger and fury were poured out on Jerusalem's residents, so will My fury pour out on you if you go to Egypt. You will become an object of cursing, scorn, execration, and disgrace, and you will never see this place again.' 19 The Lord has spoken concerning you, remnant of Judah: 'Don't go to Egypt.' Know for certain that I have warned you today! 20 You have led your own selves astray because you are the ones who sent me to the Lord your God, saying, 'Pray to the Lord our God on our behalf, and as for all that the Lord our God says, tell it to us, and we'll act accordingly.' 21 For I have told you today, but you have not obeyed the voice of the Lord your God in everything He has sent me to tell you. 22 Now therefore, know for certain that by the sword, famine, and plague you will die in the place where you desired to go to live for a while."

				

	

Jeremiah's Counsel Rejected

				43 When Jeremiah had finished speaking to all the people all the words of the Lord their God — all these words the Lord their God had sent him to give them — 2 then Azariah son of Hoshaiah, Johanan son of Kareah, and all the other arrogant men responded to Jeremiah,"You are speaking a lie! The Lord our God has not sent you to say, 'You must not go to Egypt to live there for a while! ' 3 Rather, Baruch son of Neriah is inciting you against us to hand us over to the Chaldeans to put us to death or to deport us to Babylon!"

				4 So Johanan son of Kareah and all the commanders of the armies did not obey the voice of the Lord to stay in the land of Judah. 5 Instead, Johanan son of Kareah and all the commanders of the armies took the whole remnant of Judah, those who had returned from all the nations where they had been banished to live in the land of Judah for a while — 6 the men, women, children, king's daughters, and everyone whom Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, had allowed to remain with Gedaliah son of Ahikam son of Shaphan, along with Jeremiah the prophet and Baruch son of Neriah — 7 and they went to the land of Egypt because they did not obey the voice of the Lord. They went as far as Tahpanhes.

				

	

God's Sign to the People in Egypt

				8 Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah at Tahpanhes: 9 "Pick up some large stones and set them in the mortar of the brick pavement that is at the opening of Pharaoh's palace at Tahpanhes. Do this in the sight of the Judean men 10 and tell them: This is what the Lord of •Hosts, the God of Israel, says: I will send for My servant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and I will place his throne on these stones that I have embedded, and he will pitch his pavilion over them. 11 He will come and strike down the land of Egypt — those destined for death, to death; those destined for captivity, to captivity; and those destined for the sword, to the sword. 12 I gh will kindle a fire in the temples of Egypt's gods, and he will burn them and take them prisoner. He will •clean the land of Egypt as a shepherd picks lice offgi his garment, and he will leave there unscathed. 13 He will smash the sacred pillars of the sun templegj in the land of Egypt and burn down the temples of the Egyptian gods."

				

	

God's Judgment against His People in Egypt

				44 This is the word that came to Jeremiah for all the Jews living in the land of Egypt — at Migdol, Tahpanhes, Memphis, and in the land of Pathros: 2 "This is what the Lord of •Hosts, the God of Israel, says: You have seen all the disaster I brought against Jerusalem and all Judah's cities; look, they are a ruin today without an inhabitant in them 3 because of their evil ways that provoked Me to anger, going and burning incense to serve other gods that they, you, and your fathers did not know. 4 So I sent you all My servants the prophets time and time again,gk saying: Don't do this detestable thing that I hate. 5 But they did not listen or pay attention; they did not turn from their evil or stop burning incense to other gods. 6 So My fierce wrath poured out and burned in Judah's cities and Jerusalem's streets so that they became the desolate ruin they are today.

				7 "So now, this is what the Lord, the God of Hosts, the God of Israel, says: Why are you doing such great harm to yourselves? You are cutting off man and woman, child and infant from Judah, leaving yourselves without a remnant. 8 You are provoking Me to anger by the work of your hands. You are burning incense to other gods in the land of Egypt where you have gone to live for a while. As a result, you will be cut off and become an object of cursing and insult among all the nations of earth. 9 Have you forgotten the evils of your fathers, the evils of Judah's kings, the evils of their wives, your own evils, and the evils of your wives that were committed in the land of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? 10 They have not become humble to this day, and they have not •feared or followed My instruction or My statutes that I set before you and your ancestors.

				11 "Therefore, this is what the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says: I am about to turn against you to bring disaster, to cut off all Judah. 12 And I will take away the remnant of Judah, those who have resolved to go to the land of Egypt to live there for a while; they will meet their end. All of them in the land of Egypt will fall by the sword; they will meet their end by famine. From the least to the greatest, they will die by the sword and by famine. Then they will become an object of cursing, scorn, execration, and disgrace. 13 I will punish those living in the land of Egypt just as I punished Jerusalem by sword, famine, and plague. 14 Then the remnant of Judah — those going to live for a while there in the land of Egypt — will have no fugitive or survivor to return to the land of Judah where they are longinggl to return to live, for they will not return except for a few fugitives."

				

	

The People's Stubborn Response

				15 However, all the men who knew that their wives were burning incense to other gods, all the women standing by — a great assembly — and all the people who were living in the land of Egypt at Pathros answered Jeremiah, 16 "As for the word you spoke to us in the name of •Yahweh, we are not going to listen to you! 17 Instead, we will do everything we said we would: burn incense to the queen of heaven and offer •drink offerings to her just as we, our fathers, our kings, and our officials did in Judah's cities and in Jerusalem's streets. Then we had enough food and good things and saw no disaster, 18 but from the time we ceased to burn incense to the queen of heaven and to offer her drink offerings, we have lacked everything, and through sword and famine we have met our end."

				19 And the women said, gm"When we burned incense to the queen of heaven and poured out drink offerings to her, was it apart from our husbands' knowledge that we made sacrificial cakes in her image and poured out drink offerings to her?"

				20 But Jeremiah responded to all the people — the men, women, and all the people who were answering him: 21 "As for the incense you burned in Judah's cities and in Jerusalem's streets — you, your fathers, your kings, your officials, and the people of the land — did the Lord not remember them? He brought this to mind. 22 The Lord can no longer bear your evil deeds and the detestable acts you have committed, so your land has become a waste, a desolation, and an object of cursing, without inhabitant, as you see today. 23 Because you burned incense and sinned against the Lord and didn't obey the Lord's voice and didn't follow His instruction, His statutes, and His testimonies, this disaster has come to you, as you see today."

				24 Then Jeremiah said to all the people, including all the women,"Hear the word of the Lord, all Judah who are in the land of Egypt. 25 This is what the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says: 'As for you and your wives, you women have spoken with your mouths, and you men fulfilled it by your deeds, saying,"We will keep our vows that we have made to burn incense to the queen of heaven and to pour out drink offerings for her." Go ahead, confirm your vows! Pay your vows! '

				26 "Therefore, hear the word of the Lord, all you Judeans who live in the land of Egypt: 'I have sworn by My great name, says Yahweh, that My name will never again be invoked by anyone of Judah in all the land of Egypt, saying,"As the Lord God lives." 27 I am watching over them for disaster and not for good, and every man of Judah who is in the land of Egypt will meet his end by sword or famine until they are finished off. 28 Those who escape the sword will return from the land of Egypt to the land of Judah only few in number, and the whole remnant of Judah, the ones going to the land of Egypt to live there for a while, will know whose word stands, Mine or theirs! 29 This will be a sign to you' — this is the Lord's declaration — 'that I am about to punish you in this place, so you may know that My words of disaster concerning you will certainly come to pass.30 This is what the Lord says: I am about to hand over Pharaoh Hophra, Egypt's king, to his enemies, to those who want to take his life, just as I handed over Judah's King Zedekiah to Babylon's King Nebuchadnezzar, who was his enemy, the one who wanted to take his life.'"

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - The Power of Pride

				[image: Getz0826.png]

				#40 No matter what their role in the Christian community, leaders must be on guard against the human and often subtle tendency to be prideful and even arrogant. 

				Following the fall of Jerusalem, a group of leaders who had survived the attack asked Jeremiah to ask the Lord if they should go to Egypt (42:1-3). When the answer came back from God that they should stay in the land of Judah, these men rejected Jeremiah and his prophecy, accusing him of lying (43:1-3). In spite of the message from the Lord that promised protection if they stayed but judgment if they went to Egypt, they disobeyed and suffered the consequences of their sin. Most of them were killed in Egypt (44:11-14).

				The key phrase for understanding this rebellious action is"arrogant men" (43:2). Their hearts were lifted up with pride, and even though they wanted guidance from God, what they heard failed to fit their selfish desires.

				When the apostle John wrote his final and very personal letter to his dear friend Gaius, he warned him and the church about a man named Diotrephes, whom John described as a man who"loves to have first place" (3Jn 9). Though Diotrephes claimed to be a believer, he was guilty of evil motives and actions. This should not surprise us since pride can lead all of us to make irrational and destructive decisions. It blurs our thinking and leads to self-centered judgments.

				Reflection and Response

				Why are pride and arrogance often the core issues that cause even spiritual leaders to make disastrous decisions that are so destructive to the cause of Christ?  (See 1Sm #25:Prideful Behavior; 2Ch #23: The Peril of Fame.)

				

				

	

The Lord's Message to Baruch

				45 This is the word that Jeremiah the prophet spoke to Baruch son of Neriah when he wrote these words on a scroll at Jeremiah's dictationgn in the fourth year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah, king of Judah:2 "This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says to you, Baruch: 3 'You have said,"Woe is me, because the Lord has added misery to my pain! I am worn out withgo groaning and have found no rest." '

				4 "This is what you are to say to him: 'This is what the Lord says: What I have built I am about to demolish, and what I have planted I am about to uproot — the whole land! 5 But as for you, do you seek great things for yourself? Stop seeking! For I am about to bring disaster on every living creature' — this is the Lord's declaration — 'but I will grant you your life like the spoils of war wherever you go.'"

				A Principle to Live By - Judgment and Compassion

				[image: Getz0827.png]

				#41 We must trust the Lord's decision to judge evildoers without losing our compassion for these people.

				This passage looks back to Jehoiakim's rule some 20 years prior to Judah's Babylonian captivity. Baruch served as Jeremiah's scribe, and what he heard troubled him deeply. It was a message of judgment on his people. Furthermore, he had to read these words from Jeremiah's scroll in the presence of all who were visiting the temple (36:6). It was a challenging and heavy responsibility causing Baruch to be terribly anxious and discouraged. God therefore exhorted him to cast his burden on Him and to be encouraged that his own life would be saved.

				All of God's servants who are called upon to proclaim God's judgment on sin have a difficult assignment. In the New Testament, Paul's most difficult task was to pronounce judgment on his own people, but to do so with sorrow of heart. He penned these intense words:

				Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God concerning them is for their salvation! I can testify about them that they have zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. (Rm 10:1-2)  (See Rm #17:A Compassionate Heart.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why must we be careful not to take on ourselves burdens that belong only to God?  (See Ec #4:God's Sovereign Will.)

				

				Prophecies Against the Nations

				46 The word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah the prophet about the nations:

				

				

				Prophecies against Egypt

				2 About Egypt and the army of Pharaoh Neco, Egypt's king, which was defeated at Carchemish on the Euphrates River by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon in the fourth year of Judah's King Jehoiakim son of Josiah:

				

				3 Deploy small shields and large;

				draw near for battle!

				4 Harness the horses;

				mount the steeds;gp

				take your positions with helmets on!

				Polish the lances;

				put on armor!

				5 Why have I seen this?

				They are terrified,

				they are retreating,

				their warriors are crushed,

				they flee headlong,

				they never look back,

				terror is on every side!

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				6 The swift cannot flee,

				and the warrior cannot escape!

				In the north by the bank of the Euphrates River,

				they stumble and fall.

				

				7 Who is this, rising like the Nile,

				like rivers whose waters churn?

				8 Egypt rises like the Nile,

				and its waters churn like rivers.

				He boasts,"I will go up, I will cover the earth;

				I will destroy cities with their residents."

				9 Rise up, you cavalry!

				Race furiously, you chariots!

				Let the warriors go out —

				•Cush and Put,

				who are able to handle shields,

				and the Ludim,

				who are able to handle and string the bow.

				10 That day belongs to the Lord, the God of •Hosts,

				a day of vengeance to avenge Himself

				against His adversaries.

				The sword will devour and be satisfied;

				it will drink its fill of their blood,

				because it will be a sacrifice to the Lord, the God of Hosts,

				in the northern land by the Euphrates River.

				

				11 Go up to Gilead and get balm,

				Virgin Daughter Egypt!

				You have multiplied remedies in vain;

				there is no healing for you.

				12 The nations have heard of your dishonor,

				and your outcry fills the earth,

				because warrior stumbles against warrior

				and together both of them have fallen.

				

				13 This is the word the Lord spoke to Jeremiah the prophet about the coming of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon to defeat the land of Egypt:

				

				14 Announce it in Egypt, and proclaim it in Migdol!

				Proclaim it in Memphis and in Tahpanhes!

				Say: Take positions! Prepare yourself,

				for the sword devours all around you.

				15 Why have your strong ones been swept away?

				Each has not stood,

				for the Lord has thrust him down.

				16 He continues to stumble.

				Indeed, each falls over the other.

				They say,"Get up! Let's return to our people

				and to the land of our birth,

				away from the sword that oppresses."

				17 There they will cry out,

				"Pharaoh king of Egypt was all noise;

				he let the opportune moment pass."

				

				18 As I live —

				this is the King's declaration;

				•Yahweh of Hosts is His name.

				He will come like Tabor among the mountains

				and like Carmel by the sea.

				19 Get your bags ready for exile,

				inhabitant of Daughter Egypt!

				For Memphis will become a desolation,

				uninhabited ruins.

				

				20 Egypt is a beautiful young cow,

				but a horsefly from the north is coming against her. gq

				21 Even her mercenaries among her

				are like stall-fed calves.

				They too will turn back;

				together they will flee;

				they will not take their stand,

				for the day of their calamity is coming on them,

				the time of their punishment.

				22 Egypt will hiss like a slithering snake,gr

				for the enemy will come with an army;

				with axes they will come against her

				like those who cut trees.

				23 They will cut down her forest —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				though it is dense,

				for they are more numerous than locusts;

				they cannot be counted.

				24 Daughter Egypt will be put to shame,

				handed over to a northern people.

				

				25 The Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says:"I am about to punish Amon, god of Thebes, along with Pharaoh, Egypt, her gods, and her kings — Pharaoh and those trusting in him. 26 I will hand them over to those who want to take their lives — to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and his officers. But after this, it will be inhabited again as in ancient times."

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

	

Reassurance for Israel

				27 But you, My servant Jacob, do not be afraid,

				and do not be discouraged, Israel,

				for without fail I will save you from far away

				and your descendants, from the land of their 
captivity!

				Jacob will return and have calm and quiet

				with no one to frighten him.

				28 And you, My servant Jacob, do not be afraid —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				for I will be with you.

				I will bring destruction on all the nations

				where I have banished you,

				but I will not bring destruction on you.

				I will discipline you with justice,

				and I will by no means leave you unpunished.

				

	

Prophecies against the Philistines

				47 This is the word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah the prophet about the Philistines before Pharaoh defeated Gaza. 2 This is what the Lord says:

				

				Look, waters are rising from the north

				and becoming an overflowing •wadi.

				They will overflow the land and everything in it,

				the cities and their inhabitants.

				The people will cry out,

				and every inhabitant of the land will wail.

				3 At the sound of the stomping hooves of his 
stallions,

				the rumbling of his chariots,

				and the clatter of their wheels,

				fathers will not turn back for their sons,

				because they will be utterly helplessgs

				4 on account of the day that is coming

				to destroy all the Philistines,

				to cut off from Tyre and Sidon

				every remaining ally.

				Indeed, the Lord is about to destroy the 
Philistines,

				the remnant of the islands of Caphtor.

				5 Baldness is coming to Gaza.

				Ashkelon will become silent,

				a remnant of their valley.

				How long will you gash yourself?

				

				6 Oh, sword of the Lord!

				How long will you be restless?

				Go back to your sheath;

				be still; be silent!

				7 How can it gt rest

				when the Lord has given it a command?

				He has assigned it

				against Ashkelon and the shore of the sea.

				

	

Prophecies against Moab

				48 About Moab, this is what the Lord of •Hosts, the God of Israel, says:

				

				Woe to Nebo, because it is about to be destroyed;

				Kiriathaim will be put to shame; it will be taken captive.

				The fortress will be put to shame and dismayed!

				2 There is no longer praise for Moab;

				they plan harm against her in Heshbon:

				Come, let's cut her off from nationhood.

				Also, Madmen, you will be silenced;

				the sword will pursue you.

				3 A voice cries out from Horonaim,

				"devastation and great disaster!"

				4 Moab will be shattered;

				her little ones will cry out.

				5 For on the Ascent to Luhith

				they will be weeping continually,gu

				and on the descent to Horonaim

				will be heard cries of distress over the 
destruction:

				6 Flee! Save your lives!

				Be like a juniper bushgv in the wilderness.

				7 Because you trust in your works gw and treasures,

				you will be captured also.

				Chemosh will go into exile

				with his priests and officials.

				8 The destroyer will move against every town;

				not one town will escape.

				The valley will perish,

				and the plain will be annihilated,

				as the Lord has said.

				9 Make Moab a salt marsh, gx 

				for she will run away;gy

				her towns will become a desolation,

				without inhabitant.

				

				10 The one who does

				the Lord's business deceitfullygz is cursed,

				and the one who withholds

				his sword from bloodshed is cursed.

				

				11 Moab has been left quiet since his youth,

				settled like wine on its dregs.

				He hasn't been poured from one container to 
another

				or gone into exile.

				So his taste has remained the same,

				and his aroma hasn't changed.

				12 Therefore look, the days are coming —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				when I will send those to him, who will pour him out.

				They will empty his containers

				and smash his jars.

				13 Moab will be put to shame because of 
Chemosh,

				just as the house of Israel was put to shame

				because of Bethel that they trusted in.

				

				14 How can you say,"We are warriors —

				mighty men ready for battle"?

				15 The destroyer of Moab and its towns

				has come up,ha

				and the best of its young men

				have gone down to slaughter.

				This is the King's declaration;

				•Yahweh of Hosts is His name.

				16 Moab's calamity is near at hand;

				his disaster is rushing swiftly.

				17 Mourn for him, all you surrounding nations,

				everyone who knows his name.

				Say: How the mighty scepter is shattered,

				the glorious staff!

				

				18 Come down from glory; sit on parched ground,

				resident of the daughter of Dibon,

				for the destroyer of Moab has come against you;

				he has destroyed your fortresses.

				19 Stand by the highway and look,

				resident of Aroer!

				Ask him who is fleeing or her who is escaping:

				What happened?

				20 Moab is put to shame, indeed dismayed.

				Wail and cry out!

				Declare by the Arnon

				that Moab is destroyed.

				

				21 "Judgment has come to the land of the plateau — to Holon, Jahzah, Mephaath, 22 Dibon, Nebo, Beth-diblathaim, 23 Kiriathaim, Beth-gamul, Beth-meon, 24 Kerioth, Bozrah, and all the towns of the land of Moab, those far and near. 25 Moab's •horn is chopped off; his arm is shattered."

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				26 "Make him drunk, because he has exalted himself against the Lord. Moab will wallow in his own vomit, and he will also become a laughingstock. 27 Wasn't Israel a laughingstock to you? Was he ever found among thieves? For whenever you speak of him you shake your head."

				

				28 Abandon the towns! Live in the cliffs,

				residents of Moab!

				Be like a dove

				that nests inside the mouth of a cave.

				

				29 We have heard of Moab's pride,

				great pride, indeed —

				his insolence, arrogance, pride,

				and haughty heart.

				30 I know his outburst.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				It is empty.

				His boast is empty.

				31 Therefore, I will wail over Moab.

				I will cry out for Moab, all of it;

				he will moan for the men of Kir-heres.

				32 I will weep for you, vine of Sibmah,

				with more than the weeping for Jazer.

				Your tendrils have extended to the sea;

				they have reached to the sea and to Jazer. hb

				The destroyer has fallen on your summer fruit and grape harvest.

				33 Joy and celebration are taken from the 
fertile field

				and from the land of Moab.

				I have stopped the flow of wine from the 
winepresses;

				no one will tread with shouts of joy.

				The shouting is not a shout of joy.

				

				34 "There is a cry from Heshbon to Elealeh; they raise their voices as far as Jahaz — from Zoar to Horonaim and Eglath-shelishiyah — because even the waters of Nimrim have become desolate. 35 In Moab, I will stop" — this is the Lord's declaration —"the one who offers sacrifices on the •high place and burns incense to his gods. 36 Therefore, My heart moans like flutes for Moab, and My heart moans like flutes for the people of Kir-heres. And therefore, the wealth he has gained has perished. 37 Indeed, every head is bald and every beard clipped; on every hand is a gash and •sackcloth around the waist. 38 On all the rooftops of Moab and in her public squares, everyone is mourning because I have shattered Moab like a jar no one wants." This is the Lord's declaration. 39 "How broken it is! They wail! How Moab has turned his back! He is ashamed. Moab will become a laughingstock and a shock to all those around him."

				40 For this is what the Lord says:

				

				He will swoop down like an eagle

				and spread his wings against Moab.

				41 The towns havehc been captured,

				and the strongholds seized.

				In that day the heart of Moab's warriors

				will be like the heart of a woman with contractions.

				42 Moab will be destroyed as a people

				because he has exalted himself against the Lord.

				43 Panic, pit, and trap

				await you, resident of Moab.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				44 He who flees from the panic will fall in the pit,

				and he who climbs from the pit

				will be captured in the trap,

				for I will bring against Moab

				the year of their punishment.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				45 Those who flee will stand exhausted in 
Heshbon's shadow

				because fire has come out from Heshbon

				and a flame from within Sihon.

				It will devour Moab's forehead

				and the skull of the noisemakers.

				46 Woe to you, Moab!

				The people of Chemosh have perished

				because your sons have been taken captive

				and your daughters have gone into captivity.

				47 Yet, I will restore the fortuneshd of Moab in the last days.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				The judgment on Moab ends here.

				

	

Prophecies against Ammon

				49 About the Ammonites, this is what the Lord says:

				

				Does Israel have no sons?

				Is he without an heir?

				Why then has •Milcom he dispossessed Gad

				and his people settled in their cities?

				2 Therefore look, the days are coming —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				when I will make the shout of battle heard

				against Rabbah of the Ammonites.

				It will become a desolate mound,

				and its villages will be burned down.

				Israel will dispossess their dispossessors,

				says the Lord.

				3 Wail, Heshbon, for Ai is devastated;

				cry out, daughters of Rabbah!

				Clothe yourselves with •sackcloth, and lament;

				run back and forth within your walls,hf

				because Milcom will go into exile

				together with his priests and officials.

				4 Why do you brag about your valleys,

				your flowing valley,hg

				you faithless daughter?

				You who trust in your treasures

				and boast,"Who can attack me?"

				5 Look, I am about to bring terror on you —

				this is the declaration of

				the Lord God of •Hosts —

				from all those around you.

				You will be banished, each man headlong,

				with no one to gather up the fugitives.

				6 But after that, I will restore the fortuneshh of the Ammonites.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

	

Prophecies against Edom

				7 About Edom, this is what the Lord of Hosts says:

				

				Is there no longer wisdom in Teman?

				Has counsel perished from the prudent?

				Has their wisdom rotted away?

				8 Run! Turn back! Lie low,

				residents of Dedan,

				for I will bring Esau's calamity on him

				at the time I punish him.

				9 If grape harvesters came to you,

				wouldn't they leave some gleanings?

				Were thieves to come in the night,

				they would destroy only what they wanted.

				10 But I will strip Esau bare;

				I will uncover his secret places.

				He will try to hide himself, but he will be unable.

				His descendants will be destroyed

				along with his relatives and neighbors.

				He will exist no longer.

				11 Abandon your fatherless; I will preserve them;

				let your widows trust in Me.

				

				12 "For this is what the Lord says: If those who do not deserve to drink the cup must drink it, can you possibly remain unpunished? You will not remain unpunished, for you must drink it too. 13 For by Myself I have sworn" — this is the Lord's declaration —"Bozrah will become a desolation, a disgrace, a ruin, and a curse, and all her cities will become ruins forever."

				

				14 I have heard a message from the Lord;

				a messenger has been sent among the nations:

				Assemble yourselves to come against her.

				Rise up for war!

				

				15 Look, I will certainly make you insignificant among the nations,

				despised among humanity.

				16 As to the terror you cause,hi

				your presumptuous heart has deceived you.

				You who live in the clefts of the rock,

				you who occupy the mountain summit,

				though you elevate your nest like the eagle,

				even from there I will bring you down.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				17 "Edom will become a desolation. Everyone who passes by her will be horrified and scoff because of all her wounds.18 As when Sodom and Gomorrah were overthrown along with their neighbors," says the Lord,"no one will live there; no human being will even stay in it as a temporary resident.

				19 "Look, it will be like a lion coming from the thicketshj of the Jordan to the watered grazing land. Indeed, I will chase Edom away from her land in a flash. I will appoint whoever is chosen for her. For who is like Me? Who will summon Me? Who is the shepherd who can stand against Me?"

				20 Therefore, hear the plans that the Lord has drawn up against Edom and the strategies He has devised against the people of Teman: The flock's little lambs will certainly be dragged away, and their grazing land will be made desolate because of them. 21 At the sound of their fall the earth will quake; the sound of her cry will be heard at the •Red Sea. 22 Look! It will be like an eagle soaring upward, then swooping down and spreading its wings over Bozrah. In that day the hearts of Edom's warriors will be like the heart of a woman with contractions.

				

	

Prophecies against Damascus

				23 About Damascus:

				

				Hamath and Arpad are put to shame,

				for they have heard a bad report and are agitated;

				in the sea there is anxiety that cannot be calmed.

				24 Damascus has become weak;

				she has turned to run;

				panic has gripped her.

				Distress and labor pains have seized her

				like a woman in labor.

				25 How can the city of praise not be abandoned,

				the town that brings Me joy?

				26 Therefore, her young men will fall in her 
public squares;

				all the warriors will perish in that day.

				This is the declaration of

				the Lord of Hosts.

				27 I will set fire to the wall of Damascus;

				it will consume Ben-hadad's citadels.

				

	

Prophecies against Kedar and Hazor

				28 About Kedar and the kingdoms of Hazor, which Nebuchadnezzar, Babylon's king, defeated, this is what the Lord says:

				

				Rise up, go against Kedar,

				and destroy the people of the east!

				29 They will take their tents and their flocks

				along with their tent curtains and all their 
equipment.

				They will take their camels for themselves.

				They will call out to them:

				Terror is on every side!

				30 Run! Escape quickly! Lie low,

				residents of Hazor —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				for Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon

				has drawn up a plan against you;

				he has devised a strategy against you.

				

				31 Rise up, go up against a nation at ease,

				one living in security.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				They have no doors, not even a gate bar;

				they live alone.

				32 Their camels will become plunder,

				and their massive herds of cattle will become spoil.

				I will scatter them to the wind in every direction,

				those who shave their temples;

				I will bring calamity on them across all their 
borders.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				33 Hazor will become a jackals' den,

				a desolation forever.

				No one will live there;

				no human being will even stay in it as a 
temporary resident.

				

	

Prophecies against Elam

				34 This is the word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah the prophet about Elam at the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah.35 This is what the Lord of Hosts says:

				

				I am about to shatter Elam's bow,

				the sourcehk of their might.

				36 I will bring the four winds against Elam

				from the four corners of the heavens,

				and I will scatter them to all these winds.

				There will not be a nation

				to which Elam's banished ones will not go.

				37 I will devastate Elam before their enemies,

				before those who want to take their lives.

				I will bring disaster on them,

				My burning anger.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				I will send the sword after them

				until I finish them off.

				38 I will set My throne in Elam,

				and I will destroy the king and officials from there.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				39 In the last days,

				I will restore the fortuneshl of Elam.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				A Principle to Live By - Prophetic Fulfillment

				[image: Getz0828.png]

				#42 We should use fulfilled prophecy as a powerful means to demonstrate that the message of the Bible is true and trustworthy.

				Both Jeremiah and Isaiah included prophetic statements against various nations (See Is 13–28). The great majority of them were literally fulfilled during that period of time. However, some aspects of these oracles are pointing to a greater fulfillment when Jesus Christ ultimately judges the nations of the earth.  (See Is #17:Prophetic Fulfillment.)

				Once again, we need to remind ourselves of what Peter wrote in his second Epistle:

				First of all, you should know this: No prophecy of Scripture comes from one's own interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by the will of man; instead, men spoke from God as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. (2Pt 1:20-21)

				Reflection and Response

				In what creative ways can we use prophecy appropriately to communicate to people that the Bible is the Word of God?  (See Is #1:God's Inspired Revelation.)

				

				

	

Prophecies against Babylon

				50 The word the Lord spoke about Babylon, the land of the Chaldeans, through Jeremiah the prophet:

				

				2 Announce to the nations;

				proclaim and raise up a signal flag;

				proclaim, and hide nothing.

				Say: Babylon is captured;

				Bel is put to shame;

				Marduk is devastated;

				her idols are put to shame;

				her false gods, devastated.

				3 For a nation from the north will come against her;

				it will make her land desolate.

				No one will be living in it —

				both man and beast will escape.hm

				4 In those days and at that time —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				the Israelites and Judeans will come together,

				weeping as they come,

				and will seek the Lord their God.

				5 They will ask about •Zion,

				turning their faces to this road.

				They will come and join themselves hn to the Lord

				in an everlasting covenant that will never be 
forgotten.

				

				6 My people are lost sheep;

				their shepherds have led them astray,

				guiding them the wrong way in the mountains.

				They have wandered from mountain to hill;

				they have forgotten their resting place.(Review Jr #24: Shepherding God's Flock.)

				7 All who found them devoured them.

				Their adversaries said,"We're not •guilty;

				instead, they have sinned against the Lord,

				their righteous grazing land,

				the hope of their ancestors, the Lord."

				

				8 Escape from Babylon;

				depart from the Chaldeans' land.

				Be like the rams that lead the flock.

				9 For I will soon stir up and bring against Babylon

				an assembly of great nations from the north 
country.

				They will line up in battle formation against her;

				from there she will be captured.

				Their arrows will be like those of a skilled ho 
warrior

				who does not return empty-handed.

				10 The Chaldeans will become plunder;

				all Babylon's plunderers will be fully satisfied.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				11 Because you rejoice,

				because you sing in triumph —

				you who plundered My inheritance —

				because you frolic like a young cow treading grain

				and neigh like stallions,

				12 your mother will be utterly humiliated;

				she who bore you will be put to shame.

				Look! She will lag behind allhp the nations —

				a dry land, a wilderness, an •Arabah.

				13 Because of the Lord's wrath,

				she will not be inhabited;

				she will become a desolation, every bit of her.

				Everyone who passes through Babylon

				will be horrified

				and scoff because of all her wounds.

				14 Line up in battle formation around Babylon,

				all you archers!

				Shoot at her! Do not spare an arrow,

				for she has sinned against the Lord.

				15 Raise a war cry against her on every side!

				She has thrown up her hands in surrender;

				her defense towers have fallen;

				her walls are demolished.

				Since this is the Lord's vengeance,

				take out your vengeance on her;

				as she has done, do the same to her.

				16 Cut off the sower from Babylon

				as well as him who wields the sickle at harvest 
time.

				Because of the oppressor's sword,

				each will turn to his own people,

				each will flee to his own land.

				

	

The Return of God's People

				17 Israel is a stray lamb, chased by lions.

				The first who devoured him was the king of 
Assyria;

				the last one who crushed his bones

				was Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon.

				

				18 Therefore, this is what the Lord of •Hosts, the God of Israel, says:"I am about to punish the king of Babylon and his land just as I punished the king of Assyria.

				

				19 I will return Israel to his grazing land,

				and he will feed on Carmel and Bashan;

				he will be satisfied

				in the hill country of Ephraim and of Gilead.

				20 In those days and at that time —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				one will search for Israel's guilt,

				but there will be none,

				and for Judah's sins,

				but they will not be found,

				for I will forgive those I leave as a remnant.  
(Review Jr #34: The New Covenant.)

				

	

The Invasion of Babylon

				21 "Go against the land of Merathaim,

				and against those living in Pekod.

				Put them to the sword;

				•completely destroy them —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				do everything I have commanded you.

				22 The sound of war is in the land —

				a great destruction.

				23 How the hammer of the whole earth

				is cut down and smashed!

				What a horror Babylon has become

				among the nations!

				24 Babylon, I laid a trap for you, and you were caught,

				but you did not even know it.

				You were found and captured

				because you fought against the Lord.

				25 The Lord opened His armory

				and brought out His weapons of wrath,

				because it is a task of the Lord God of Hosts

				in the land of the Chaldeans.

				26 Come against her from the most distant places.hq

				Open her granaries;

				pile her up like mounds of grain

				and completely destroy her.

				Leave her no survivors.

				27 Put all her young bulls to the sword;

				let them go down to the slaughter.

				Woe to them, because their day has come,

				the time of their punishment.

				

	

The Humiliation of Babylon

				28 "There is a voice of fugitives and those who 
escape

				from the land of Babylon

				announcing in Zion the vengeance of the Lord our God,

				the vengeance for His temple.

				29 Summon the archers to Babylon,

				all who string the bow;

				camp all around her; let none escape.

				Repay her according to her deeds;

				just as she has done, do the same to her,

				for she has acted arrogantly against the Lord,

				against the Holy One of Israel.

				30 Therefore, her young men will fall

				in her public squares;

				all the warriors will perish in that day.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				31 Look, I am against you, you arrogant one —

				this is the declaration of 

				the Lord God of Hosts —

				because your day has come,

				the time when I will punish you.

				32 The arrogant will stumble and fall

				with no one to pick him up.

				I will set fire to his cities,

				and it will consume everything around him."

				

	

The Desolation of Babylon

				33 This is what the Lord of Hosts says:

				

				Israelites and Judeans alike have been oppressed.

				All their captors hold them fast;

				they refuse to release them.

				34 Their Redeemer is strong;

				•Yahweh of Hosts is His name.

				He will fervently plead their case

				so that He might bring rest to the earth

				but turmoil to those who live in Babylon.

				35 A sword is over the Chaldeans —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				against those who live in Babylon,

				against her officials, and against her sages.

				36 A sword is against the diviners,

				and they will act foolishly.

				A sword is against her heroic warriors,

				and they will be terrified.

				37 A sword is against his horses and chariots

				and against all the foreigners among them,

				and they will be like women.

				A sword is against her treasuries,

				and they will be plundered.

				38 A drought will come on her waters,

				and they will be dried up.

				For it is a land of carved images,

				and they go mad because of terrifying things.hr

				

				39 Therefore, desert creatureshs will live with 
hyenas,

				and ostriches will also live in her.

				It will never again be inhabited

				or lived in through all generations.

				40 Just as God demolished Sodom and Gomorrah

				and their neighboring towns —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				so no one will live there;

				no human being will even stay in it

				as a temporary resident.

				

	

The Conquest of Babylon

				41 Look! A people comes from the north.

				A great nation and many kings will be stirred up

				from the remote regions of the earth.

				42 They grasp bow and javelin.

				They are cruel and show no mercy.

				Their voice roars like the sea,

				and they ride on horses,

				lined up like men in battle formation

				against you, Daughter Babylon.

				43 The king of Babylon has heard reports about them,

				and his hands fall helpless.

				Distress has seized him —

				pain, like a woman in labor.

				

				44 "Look, it will be like a lion coming from the thicketsht of the Jordan to the watered grazing land. Indeed, I will chase Babylonhu away from her land in a flash. I will appoint whoever is chosen for her. For who is like Me? Who will summon Me? Who is the shepherd who can stand against Me?"

				45 Therefore, hear the plans that the Lord has drawn up against Babylon and the strategies He has devised against the land of the Chaldeans: Certainly the flock's little lambs will be dragged away; certainly the grazing land will be made desolate because of them. 46 At the sound of Babylon's conquest the earth will quake; a cry will be heard among the nations.

				

	

God's Judgment on Babylon

				51 This is what the Lord says:

				

				I am about to stir up a destructive windhv against Babylon

				and against the population of Leb-qamai.hw

				2 I will send strangers to Babylon

				who will scatter her and strip her land bare,

				for they will come against her

				from every side in the day of disaster.

				3 Don't let the archer string his bow;

				don't let him put onhx his armor.

				Don't spare her young men;

				•completely destroy her entire army!

				4 Those who were slain will fall in the land of the Chaldeans,

				those who were pierced through, in her streets.

				5 For Israel and Judah are not left widowed

				by their God, the Lord of •Hosts,

				though their land is full of •guilt

				against the Holy One of Israel.

				

				6 Leave Babylon;

				save your lives, each of you!

				Don't perish because of her guilt.

				For this is the time of the Lord's vengeance —

				He will pay her what she deserves.

				7 Babylon was a gold cup in the Lord's hand,

				making the whole earth drunk.

				The nations drank her wine;

				therefore, the nations go mad.

				8 Suddenly Babylon fell and was shattered.

				Wail for her;

				get balm for her wound —

				perhaps she can be healed.

				

				9 We tried to heal Babylon,

				but she could not be healed.

				Abandon her!

				Let each of us go to his own land,

				for her judgment extends to the sky

				and reaches as far as the clouds.

				

				10 The Lord has brought about our vindication;

				come, let's tell in •Zion

				what the Lord our God has accomplished.

				

				11 Sharpen the arrows!

				Fill the quivers!

				The Lord has put it into the mind

				of the kings of the Medes

				because His plan is aimed at Babylon

				to destroy her,

				for it is the Lord's vengeance,

				vengeance for His temple.

				12 Raise up a signal flag

				against the walls of Babylon;

				fortify the watch post;

				set the watchmen in place;

				prepare the ambush.

				For the Lord has both planned and accomplished

				what He has threatened

				against those who live in Babylon.

				13 You who reside by many waters,

				rich in treasures,

				your end has come,

				your life thread is cut.

				

				14 The Lord of Hosts has sworn by Himself:

				

				I will fill you up with men as with locusts,

				and they will sing the victory song over you.

				

				15 He made the earth by His power,

				established the world by His wisdom,

				and spread out the heavens by His understanding.

				16 When He thunders,hy

				the waters in the heavens are in turmoil,

				and He causes the clouds

				to rise from the ends of the earth.

				He makes lightning for the rain

				and brings the wind from His storehouses.

				

				17 Everyone is stupid and ignorant.

				Every goldsmith is put to shame by his carved 
image,

				for his cast images are a lie;

				there is no breath in them.

				18 They are worthless, a work to be mocked.

				At the time of their punishment they will be 
destroyed.

				19 Jacob's Portion is not like these

				because He is the One who formed all things.

				Israel is the tribe of His inheritance;

				•Yahweh of Hosts is His name.

				

				20 You are My battle club,

				My weapons of war.

				With you I will smash nations;

				with you I will bring kingdoms to ruin.

				21 With you I will smash the horse and its rider;

				with you I will smash the chariot and its rider.

				22 With you I will smash man and woman;

				with you I will smash the old man and the youth;

				with you I will smash the young man and the young woman.

				23 With you I will smash the shepherd and his flock;

				with you I will smash the farmer and his 
ox-team.hz

				With you I will smash governors and officials.

				

				24 "I will repay Babylon and all the residents of Chaldea for all their evil they have done in Zion before your very eyes."

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				25 Look, I am against you, devastating mountain —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				you devastate the whole earth.

				I will stretch out My hand against you,

				roll you down from the cliffs,

				and turn you into a charred mountain.

				26 No one will be able to retrieve a cornerstone

				or a foundation stone from you,

				because you will become desolate forever.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				27 Raise a signal flag in the land;

				blow a ram's horn among the nations;

				set apart the nations against her.

				Summon kingdoms against her —

				Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz.

				Appoint a marshal against her;

				bring up horses like a swarmia of locusts.

				28 Set apart the nations for battle against her —

				the kings of Media,

				her governors and all her officials,

				and all the lands they rule.

				29 The earth quakes and trembles

				because the Lord's intentions against Babylon stand:

				to make the land of Babylon an uninhabited 
desolation.

				30 Babylon's warriors have stopped fighting;

				they sit in their strongholds.

				Their might is exhausted;

				they have become like women.

				Babylon's homes have been set ablaze,

				her gate bars are shattered.

				31 Messenger races to meet messenger,

				and herald to meet herald,

				to announce to the king of Babylon

				that his city has been captured

				from end to end.

				32 The fords have been seized,

				the marshes set on fire,

				and the soldiers are terrified.

				

				33 For this is what the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says:

				

				Daughter Babylon is like a threshing floor

				at the time it is trampled.

				In just a little while her harvest time will come.

				

				34 "Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon has devoured me;

				he has crushed me.

				He has set me aside like an empty dish;

				he has swallowed me like a sea monster;

				he filled his belly with my delicacies;

				he has vomited me out,"ib

				35 says the inhabitant of Zion;

				"Let the violence done to me and my family be done to Babylon.

				Let my blood be on the inhabitants of Chaldea,"

				says Jerusalem.

				

				36 Therefore, this is what the Lord says:

				

				I am about to plead your case

				and take vengeance on your behalf;

				I will dry up her sea

				and make her fountain run dry.

				37 Babylon will become a heap of rubble,

				a jackals' den,

				a desolation and an object of scorn,

				without inhabitant.

				38 They will roar together like young lions;

				they will growl like lion cubs.

				39 While they are flushed with heat, I will serve them a feast,

				and I will make them drunk so that they revel. ic 

				Then they will fall asleep forever

				and never wake up.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				40 I will bring them down like lambs to the 
slaughter,

				like rams together with male goats.

				

				41 How Sheshach has been captured,

				the praise of the whole earth seized.

				What a horror Babylon has become

				among the nations!

				42 The sea has risen over Babylon;

				she is covered with its turbulent waves.

				43 Her cities have become a desolation,

				a dry and arid land,

				a land where no one lives,

				where no human being passes through.

				44 I will punish Bel in Babylon.

				I will make him vomit what he swallowed.

				The nations will no longer stream to him;

				even Babylon's wall will fall.

				

				45 Come out from among her, My people!

				Save your lives, each of you,

				from the Lord's burning anger.

				46 May you not become cowardly and fearful

				when the report is proclaimed in the land,

				for the report will come one year,

				and then another the next year.

				There will be violence in the land

				with ruler against ruler.

				47 Therefore, look, the days are coming

				when I will punish Babylon's carved images.

				Her entire land will suffer shame,

				and all her slain will lie fallen within her.

				48 Heaven and earth and everything in them

				will shout for joy over Babylon

				because the destroyers from the north

				will come against her.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				49 Babylon must fall because of the slain of Israel,

				even as the slain of all the earth fell

				because of Babylon.

				50 You who have escaped the sword,

				go and do not stand still!

				Remember the Lord from far away,

				and let Jerusalem come to your mind.

				

				51 We are ashamed

				because we have heard insults.

				Humiliation covers our faces

				because foreigners have entered

				the holy places of the Lord's temple.

				

				52 Therefore, look, the days are coming —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				when I will punish her carved images,

				and the wounded will groan

				throughout her land.

				53 Even if Babylon should ascend to the heavens

				and fortify her tall fortresses,

				destroyers will come against her from Me.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				54 The sound of a cry from Babylon!

				The sound of great destruction

				from the land of the Chaldeans!

				55 For the Lord is going to devastate Babylon;

				He will silence her mighty voice.

				Their waves roar like abundant waters;

				the tumult of their voice resounds,

				56 for a destroyer is coming against her,

				against Babylon.

				Her warriors will be captured,

				their bows shattered,

				for the Lord is a God of retribution;

				He will certainly repay.

				57 I will make her princes and sages drunk,

				along with her governors, officials, and warriors.

				Then they will fall asleep forever

				and never wake up.

				This is the King's declaration;

				Yahweh of Hosts is His name.

				

				58 This is what Yahweh of Hosts says:

				

				Babylon's thick walls will be totally demolished,

				and her high gates consumed by fire.

				The peoples will have labored for nothing;

				the nations will exhaust themselves only to feed the fire.

				

				59 This is what Jeremiah the prophet commanded Seraiah son of Neriah son of Mahseiah, the quartermaster, when he went to Babylon with King Zedekiah of Judah in the fourth year of Zedekiah's reign. 60 Jeremiah wrote on one scroll about all the disaster that would come to Babylon; all these words were written against Babylon.

				61 Jeremiah told Seraiah,"When you get to Babylon, see that you read all these words aloud. 62 You must say, 'Lord, You have threatened to cut off this place so that no one will live in it — man or beast. Indeed, it will remain desolate forever.' 63 When you have finished reading this scroll, tie a stone to it and throw it into the middle of the Euphrates River.64 Then say, 'In the same way, Babylon will sink and never rise again because of the disaster I am bringing on her. They will grow weary.'"

				The words of Jeremiah end here.

				A Principle to Live By - Signs of the Times

				#43 Even though the specific date regarding the second coming of Jesus Christ is unknown, we are to be aware that certain events predict His future return.

				[image: Getz0829.png]

				Like Isaiah, Jeremiah saw the near future destruction of Babylon, which happened in 539 b.c. Both of these Old Testament prophets saw a time when this city would be destroyed and never inhabited again. This has not happened completely since Babylon has always been inhabited to a certain degree.  (See Is #15:Signs of the Times.)

				When the apostle John wrote the book of Revelation, he perceived a city named Babylon 
being utterly destroyed (Rv 18:21). If Isaiah, Jeremiah, and John saw a literal city named Babylon being utterly destroyed, it would first be necessary for this great center of idolatry and immorality to be rebuilt, probably in its original location—southern Iraq. Interestingly, Saddam Hussein began this process in southern Iraq during his dictatorial reign. 

				Reflection and Response

				How does Jeremiah's prophecy regarding Babylon compare with John's vision in the book of Revelation, and how should this impact our view of the second coming? (See Jr 50:39; 51:7-8,
13,30,45,48,63-64.)  (See Rv #29:Signs of the Times.)

				

				

	

The Fall of Jerusalem

				52 Zedekiah was 21 years old when he became king and reigned 11 years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Hamutal daughter of Jeremiah; she was from Libnah. 2 Zedekiah did what was evil in the Lord's sight just as Jehoiakim had done.3 Because of the Lord's anger, it came to the point in Jerusalem and Judah that He finally banished them from His presence. Nevertheless, Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon.

				4 In the ninth year of Zedekiah's reign, on the tenth day of the tenth month, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon advanced against Jerusalem with his entire army. They laid siege to the city and built a siege wall all around it. 5 The city was under siege until King Zedekiah's eleventh year.

				6 By the ninth day of the fourth month the famine was so severe in the city that the people of the land had no food. 7 Then the city was broken into, and all the warriors fled. They left the city by night by way of the gate between the two walls near the king's garden, though the Chaldeans surrounded the city. They made their way along the route to the •Arabah. 8 The Chaldean army pursued the king and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho. Zedekiah's entire army was scattered from him. 9 The Chaldeans seized the king and brought him to the king of Babylon at Riblah in the land of Hamath, and he passed sentence on him.

				10 At Riblah the king of Babylon slaughtered Zedekiah's sons before his eyes and also slaughtered the Judean commanders. 11 Then he blinded Zedekiah and bound him with bronze chains. The king of Babylon brought Zedekiah to Babylon, where he kept him in custodyid until his dying day.

				12 On the tenth day of the fifth month — which was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon — Nebuzaradan, the commander of the guards, entered Jerusalem as the representative ofie the king of Babylon. 13 He burned the Lord's temple, the king's palace, all the houses of Jerusalem, and all the houses of the nobles. 14 The whole Chaldean army with the commander of the guards tore down all the walls surrounding Jerusalem. 15 Nebuzaradan, the commander of the guards, deported some of the poorest of the people, as well as the rest of the people who were left in the city, the deserters who had defected to the king of Babylon, and the rest of the craftsmen. 16 But some of the poorest people of the land Nebuzaradan, the commander of the guards, left to be vinedressers and farmers.

				17 Now the Chaldeans broke into pieces the bronze pillars for the Lord's temple and the water carts and the bronze reservoir that were in the Lord's temple, and carried all the bronze to Babylon. 18 They took the pots, shovels, wick trimmers, sprinkling basins, dishes, and all the bronze articles used in the temple service. 19 The commander of the guards took away the bowls, firepans, sprinkling basins, pots, lampstands, pans, and •drink offering bowls — whatever was gold or silver.

				20 As for the two pillars, the one reservoir, and the 12 bronze bulls under the water carts that King Solomon had made for the Lord's temple, the weight of the bronze of all these articles was beyond measure. 21 One pillar was 27 feetif tall, had a circumference of 18 feet,ig was hollow — four fingers thick — 22 and had a bronze capital on top of it. One capital, encircled by bronze latticework and pomegranates, stood 7 1/2 feetih high. The second pillar was the same, with pomegranates. 23 Each capital had 96 pomegranates all around it. All the pomegranates around the latticework numbered 100.

				24 The commander of the guards also took away Seraiah the chief priest, Zephaniah the priest of the second rank, and the three doorkeepers. 25 From the city he took a court official who had been appointed over the warriors; seven trusted royal aidesii found in the city; the secretary of the commander of the army, who enlisted the people of the land for military duty; and 60 men from the common people who were found within the city. 26 Nebuzaradan, the commander of the guards, took them and brought them to the king of Babylon at Riblah. 27 The king of Babylon put them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. So Judah went into exile from its land.

				28 These are the people Nebuchadnezzar deported: in the seventh year, 3,023 Jews; 29 in his eighteenth year, ij 832 people from Jerusalem; 30 in Nebuchadnezzar's twenty-third year, Nebuzaradan, the commander of the guards, deported 745 Jews. All together 4,600 people were deported.

				

	

Jehoiachin Pardoned

				31 On the twenty-fifth day of the twelfth month of the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Judah's King Jehoiachin, Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the first year of his reign, pardoned King Jehoiachin of Judah and released him from prison. 32 He spoke kindly to him and set his throne above the thrones of the kings who were with him in Babylon. 33 So Jehoiachin changed his prison clothes, and he dined regularly in the presence of the king of Babylon for the rest of his life. 34 As for his allowance, a regular allowance was given to him by the king of Babylon, a portion for each day until the day of his death, for the rest of his life.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Mercy and Grace

				[image: Getz0830.png]

				#44 As believers, we must never forget to thank and worship God for His mercy and grace in delivering us from eternal death.

				Nebuchadnezzar had died and was replaced by Evil-merodach, who had mercy on King Jehoiachin. We're not told why Jehoiachin received mercy. Perhaps like the evil King Manasseh, he truly humbled himself and"came to know that Yahweh is God" and, in turn, won the favor of this pagan king (2Ch 33:10-13). Regardless, Jehoiachin was released from prison and"dined regularly in the presence of the king of Babylon for the rest of his life" (Jr 52:33; see also 2Kg 25:29).  (See  2Ch #33:God's Forgiveness.)

				Perhaps this was a favorite story for Paul the apostle. Though his sin was not idolatry and immorality like Jehoiachin, nevertheless he classified himself as"a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an arrogant man" (1Tm 1:13a), referring to his pre-conversion days when, as Saul of Tarsus, he persecuted, imprisoned, and even killed Christians (Ac 8:1-3; 9:13). Yet he wrote,"I received mercy. . . . And the grace of our Lord overflowed, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus" (1Tm 1:13b-14). Paul concluded with a message to us all:

				This saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance:"Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners"—and I am the worst of them. But I received mercy for this reason, so that in me, the worst of them, Christ Jesus might demonstrate His extraordinary patience as an example to those who would believe in Him for eternal life. Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. (1Tm 1:15-17)  (See Rm #21:Christ-Centered Worship.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to take God's mercy and grace for granted?  (See Is #7:Living Holy Lives.)
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						p3:8 One Hb ms, Syr read She

					

					
						q3:9 Lit From the lightness of

					

					
						r3:12 Lit not cause My face to fall on you

					

					
						s3:15 Lit shepherds according to My heart

					

					
						t3:20 Lit friend

					

					
						u4:1 Or Repent

					

					
						v4:2 Or will bless themselves

					

					
						w4:10 Lit sword touches

					

					
						x4:11 Lit to the daughter of My

					

					
						y4:12 Lit comes for Me

					

					
						z4:19 Lit My inner parts, my inner parts

					

					
						aa4:19 Lit the walls of

					

					
						ab5:7 Or adultery and trooped to the, or adultery and lodged at the ; Hb obscure

					

					
						ac5:8 Lit well-equipped ; Hb obscure

					

					
						ad5:8 Lit early-rising ; Hb obscure

					

					
						ae5:12 Lit He does not exist

					

					
						af5:21 Lit without heart

					

					
						ag5:26 Hb obscure

					

					
						ah6:2 Or silence

					

					
						ai6:7 Or well keeps its water fresh, so she keeps her evil fresh

					

					
						aj6:10 Or and bear witness

					

					
						ak6:11 Lit with fullness of days

					

					
						al6:24 Lit and our hands fail

					

					
						am6:26 Lit Daughter of My

					

					
						an6:27 Text emended; MT reads fortress

					

					
						ao7:5 Lit justly between a man and his neighbor

					

					
						ap7:13 Lit you rising early and speaking

					

					
						aq7:25 Lit you, each day rising early and sending

					

					
						ar7:26 Lit but stiffened their neck

					

					
						as7:28 Or Faithfulness

					

					
						at7:29 Lit off your consecration

					

					
						au7:31 Lit of the fireplace

					

					
						av7:31 Lit command, and it did not arise on My heart

					

					
						aw7:32 Lit They will bury in Topheth

					

					
						ax8:7 Hb obscure

					

					
						ay8:11 Lit of the daughter of My

					

					
						az8:13 Lit Gathering I will end them

					

					
						ba8:14 Or there be silenced

					

					
						bb8:14 Or silenced

					

					
						bc8:19 Lit of the daughter of my

					

					
						bd8:21 Lit of the daughter of my

					

					
						be8:22 Lit of the daughter of my

					

					
						bf9:1 Jr 8:23 in Hb

					

					
						bg9:1 Lit slain among the daughter of my

					

					
						bh9:2 Jr 9:1 in Hb

					

					
						bi9:6 LXX reads Oppression on oppression, deceit on deceit

					

					
						bj9:7 Lit of the daughter of My

					

					
						bk9:7 LXX, Tg read because of their evils

					

					
						bl9:20 Lit Your ears must receive

					

					
						bm9:26 Or who live in distant places

					

					
						bn10:1 Or against

					

					
						bo10:9 Or Ophir

					

					
						bp10:11 This is the only Aram v. in Jr.

					

					
						bq10:13 Lit At His giving of the voice

					

					
						br10:17 Lit bundle

					

					
						bs11:7 Lit today, rising early and warning

					

					
						bt11:15 LXX; MT reads meat pass from you

					

					
						bu11:16 Vg; MT reads broken

					

					
						bv11:19 Or pet

					

					
						bw11:19 Lit bread

					

					
						bx11:20 Lit kidneys

					

					
						by12:2 Lit are near in their mouth

					

					
						bz12:2 Lit kidneys

					

					
						ca12:4 LXX reads see our ways

					

					
						cb12:5 Or you are secure

					

					
						cc12:9 Hb obscure

					

					
						cd13:1 Lit around your waist

					

					
						ce13:4 Lit wearing around your waist

					

					
						cf13:16 Or brings a shadow of death

					

					
						cg13:22 Lit your heels have suffered violence

					

					
						ch13:24 Lit them

					

					
						ci14:3 Lit little ones

					

					
						cj15:3 Lit families

					

					
						ck15:11 Lit free for good

					

					
						cl15:14 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr, Tg; other Hb mss read you pass through

					

					
						cm15:15 Lit In the slowness of Your anger

					

					
						cn16:5 Lit house of mourning

					

					
						co16:13 Or compassion

					

					
						cp17:1 Some Hb mss, Syr, Vg; other Hb mss read your

					

					
						cq17:3 Lit plunder, your high places because of sin

					

					
						cr17:10 Lit kidneys

					

					
						cs17:18 Lit double

					

					
						ct18:3 Lit pair of stones

					

					
						cu18:16 Lit hissing

					

					
						cv18:17 LXX, Lat, Syr, Tg; MT reads will look at them

					

					
						cw18:18 Lit let's strike him with the tongue

					

					
						cx18:21 Lit by death

					

					
						cy19:1 Syr, Tg; MT omits Take

					

					
						cz19:3 Lit shudder their ears ; 1Sm 3:11; 2Kg 21:12

					

					
						da19:5 Lit mentioned, and it did not arise on My heart

					

					
						db20:10 Hb Magor-missabib ; Jr 20:3

					

					
						dc20:10 Lit Every man of my peace

					

					
						dd20:12 Lit kidneys

					

					
						de21:2 Lit Nebuchadrezzar

					

					
						df21:10 Lit set My face

					

					
						dg22:14 Lit My windows

					

					
						dh22:20 Or friends, or allies

					

					
						di22:22 Lit will shepherd

					

					
						dj22:22 Or friends, or allies

					

					
						dk22:23 LXX, Syr, Vg; MT reads will be pitied

					

					
						dl23:8 LXX reads He

					

					
						dm23:10 Lit Their manner of running

					

					
						dn23:15 Or pollution

					

					
						do23:36 Or longer remember

					

					
						dp23:39 Some Hb mss; other Hb mss, LXX, Syr, Vg read surely lift you up

					

					
						dq25:3 Lit you; rising early and speaking

					

					
						dr25:4 Lit prophets, rising early and sending

					

					
						ds25:4 Lit even inclined your ears

					

					
						dt25:5 Lit his

					

					
						du25:16 Or vomit

					

					
						dv25:23 Or who live in distant places

					

					
						dw25:28 Or When

					

					
						dx25:38 Some Hb mss, LXX, Tg; other Hb mss read burning

					

					
						dy26:5 Lit you, rising early and sending

					

					
						dz26:10 Some Hb mss, Syr, Tg, Vg add of the house

					

					
						ea26:19 Or and appease the Lord

					

					
						eb26:23 Lit the sons of the people

					

					
						ec27:1 Some Hb mss, Syr, Arabic; other Hb mss, DSS read Jehoiakim

					

					
						ed27:1 LXX omits this v.

					

					
						ee27:5 Lit to whomever is upright in My eyes

					

					
						ef27:11 Lit work

					

					
						eg28:8 Some Hb mss, Vg read famine

					

					
						eh29:14 Or will end your captivity

					

					
						ei29:19 Lit prophets, rising up early and sending

					

					
						ej29:25 Lit Because you

					

					
						ek30:3 Or will end the captivity

					

					
						el30:18 Or certainly end the captivity

					

					
						em31:3 LXX; MT reads me

					

					
						en31:9 LXX; MT reads supplications

					

					
						eo31:14 Lit fatness

					

					
						ep31:22 Or new on earth

					

					
						eq31:22 Or woman

					

					
						er31:22 Or female surrounds, or female courts ; Hb obscure

					

					
						es31:23 Or I end their captivity

					

					
						et31:24 Tg, Vg, Aq, Sym; MT reads and they will move

					

					
						eu32:4 Lit His mouth will speak with his mouth

					

					
						ev32:12 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr; other Hb mss read uncle

					

					
						ew32:33 Lit them, rising up early and teaching

					

					
						ex32:35 Lit them, and it did not arise on My heart

					

					
						ey32:44 Or will end their captivity

					

					
						ez33:2 LXX; MT reads made it

					

					
						fa33:6 Or fragrance ; Hb obscure

					

					
						fb33:7 Or will end the captivity

					

					
						fc33:11 Or will end the captivity

					

					
						fd33:26 Or Instead, I will end their captivity

					

					
						fe34:3 Lit and his mouth will speak to your mouth

					

					
						ff34:5 Lit Alas, lord

					

					
						fg34:14 Or who was sold

					

					
						fh35:14 Lit you, rising up early and speaking

					

					
						fi35:15 Lit Rising up early and sending

					

					
						fj36:4 Lit From Jeremiah's mouth

					

					
						fk36:6 Lit wrote from my mouth

					

					
						fl36:17 Lit From his mouth

					

					
						fm36:18 Lit From his mouth

					

					
						fn36:23 Lit columns, he would tear it

					

					
						fo36:27 Lit written from Jeremiah's mouth

					

					
						fp36:32 Lit it from Jeremiah's mouth

					

					
						fq37:4 Lit was coming in and going out

					

					
						fr37:10 Lit the pierced

					

					
						fs38:11 Or treasury

					

					
						ft38:21 Or promise ; lit word

					

					
						fu38:22 Or wives

					

					
						fv38:22 Lit The men of your peace

					

					
						fw38:22 Or incited

					

					
						fx38:28 Or captured. This is what happened when Jerusalem was captured:

					

					
						fy39:3 LXX; MT reads Samgar-nebu, Sarsechim

					

					
						fz39:5 Lit Arabah

					

					
						ga40:4 Lit Babylon, stop

					

					
						gb40:5 LXX reads But if not, run, return ; Hb obscure

					

					
						gc40:10 Lit to stand

					

					
						gd41:7 Syr; MT reads slaughtered them in

					

					
						ge41:9 LXX; MT reads down by the hand of Gedaliah

					

					
						gf42:12 LXX reads I

					

					
						gg42:16 Lit will cling after you

					

					
						gh43:12 LXX, Syr, Vg read He

					

					
						gi43:12 Or will wrap himself in the land of Egypt as a shepherd wraps 
himself in

					

					
						gj43:13 Or Beth-shemesh

					

					
						gk44:4 Lit prophets, rising up early and sending

					

					
						gl44:14 Lit lifting up their soul

					

					
						gm44:19 LXX, Syr; MT omits And the women said

					

					
						gn45:1 Lit scroll from Jeremiah's mouth

					

					
						go45:3 Lit I labored in my

					

					
						gp46:4 Or mount up, riders

					

					
						gq46:20 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr; other Hb mss read is coming, coming

					

					
						gr46:22 Lit Her sound, she will go like a snake

					

					
						gs47:3 Lit because of laziness of hands

					

					
						gt47:7 LXX, Vg; MT reads you

					

					
						gu48:5 Lit Luhith, weeping goes up with weeping

					

					
						gv48:6 Or like Aroer ; Is 17:2; Jr 48:19

					

					
						gw48:7 LXX reads strongholds

					

					
						gx48:9 LXX reads a sign ; Vg reads a flower ; Syr, Tg read a crown

					

					
						gy48:9 Hb obscure

					

					
						gz48:10 Or negligently

					

					
						ha48:15 Or Moab is destroyed; he has come up against its city

					

					
						hb48:32 Some Hb mss read reached as far as Jazer

					

					
						hc48:41 Or Kerioth has

					

					
						hd48:47 Or will end the captivity

					

					
						he49:1 LXX, Syr, Vg; MT reads Malkam

					

					
						hf49:3 Or sheep pens

					

					
						hg49:4 Or about your strength, your ebbing strength

					

					
						hh49:6 Or will end the captivity

					

					
						hi49:16 Lit Your horror

					

					
						hj49:19 Lit pride

					

					
						hk49:35 Lit first

					

					
						hl49:39 Or will end the captivity

					

					
						hm50:3 Lit escape; they will walk

					

					
						hn50:5 LXX; MT reads Come and join yourselves

					

					
						ho50:9 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr; other Hb mss read bereaving

					

					
						hp50:12 Lit Look! The last of

					

					
						hq50:26 Lit from the end

					

					
						hr50:38 Or of dreaded gods

					

					
						hs50:39 Or desert demons

					

					
						ht50:44 Lit pride

					

					
						hu50:44 Lit them

					

					
						hv51:1 Or stir up the spirit of a destroyer

					

					
						hw51:1 Lit heart of my adversaries

					

					
						hx51:3 Hb obscure

					

					
						hy51:16 Lit At His giving of the voice

					

					
						hz51:23 Lit yoke

					

					
						ia51:27 Hb obscure

					

					
						ib51:34 Lit has rinsed me off

					

					
						ic51:39 LXX reads pass out

					

					
						id52:11 Lit in a house of guards

					

					
						ie52:12 Lit Jerusalem; he stood before

					

					
						if52:21 Lit 18 cubits

					

					
						ig52:21 Lit 12 cubits

					

					
						ih52:22 Lit five cubits

					

					
						ii52:25 Lit seven men who look on the king's face

					

					
						ij52:29 Some Hb mss, Syr add he deported

					

				

			

	

				Lamentations

				Author: Jeremiah

				Date of writing: ca 586 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				Biblical scholars debate who wrote Lamentations. Some copies of the Septuagint begin this book,"And it came to pass after Israel was taken captive, and Jerusalem made desolate, that Jeremiah sat weeping and lamented with this lamentation over Jerusalem." Though not a part of the inspired text, this introduction indicates that the translators believed that Jeremiah penned this collection of poetic, melancholy laments. Though Jeremiah the prophet had pronounced judgment on Judah and Jerusalem, Jeremiah the man empathized with those who suffered—just as Jesus wept over unrepentant Jerusalem.

				Lamentations teaches us principles of Christlike compassion

				

				

				The book of Lamentations is a lament or dirge, a solemn poem reflecting on a tragic event. The event in view was the destruction of Jerusalem and the deportation of the people into exile in Babylon. Jeremiah contemplated the desperate measures that had been taken during the siege. He also grieved over the temple, which Assyrian armies ransacked and defiled, ending the only way of worship generations of Israelites had ever known. He poured out his heart to God.

				Lamentations teaches us principles of fervent prayer

				

				

				Four of the five chapters of Jeremiah's requiem adhere to a strict structure, an alphabetic acrostic, wherein each of the 22 verses begins with a successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet (chapter three has three verses for each letter). Far from restricting Jeremiah's expression, this form allowed him to give voice to the intense sorrow of his soul. In these poems, Jeremiah expressed the totality of his anguish and despair—from A to Z, as it were.

				Lamentations teaches us principles of the elegance of Scripture

				

				

				What happened in the Old Testament is an example to us who live today. Jerusalem was destroyed because of the rebellion and unfaithfulness of her people. When God withheld His protection, they were helpless and hopeless. If we want to avoid God's wrath and judgment, we should repent of our rebellion and turn to God in faith. When we do so, we are assured of an eternal inheritance through His Son, Jesus Christ.

				Lamentations teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in lamentations

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-22

							
								
								#1: Sinful Humanity

							
								
								To be saved, we must acknowledge our separation from God and that we are hopeless without His help.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								2:1-22

							
								
								#2: God's Wrath

							
								
								We are to be encouraged and comforted by God's promise that as believers we'll be protected from His wrath on earth and in eternity.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								3:1-33

							
								
								#3: God's Faithfulness

							
								
								Because of our relationship with God through the Lord Jesus Christ, we are to be confident that we have an eternal inheritance guaranteed by the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								5:1-22

							
								
								#4: Praying for God's Help

							
								
								When praying for help, we should acknowledge that God is eternal, sovereign, and awesome.

							
								
								4

							
						

					
				

			

			

			

				Lamentations

				Lament over Jerusalem

				א  Alef

				1 How she sits alone,

				the city once crowded with people!

				She who was great among the nations

				has become like a widow.

				The princess among the provinces

				has been put to forced labor.

				

	

ב  Bet

				2 She weeps aloud during the night,

				with tears on her cheeks.

				There is no one to offer her comfort,

				not one from all her lovers.

				All her friends have betrayed her;

				they have become her enemies.

				

	

ג  Gimel

				3 Judah has gone into exile

				followinga affliction and harsh slavery;

				she lives among the nations

				but finds no place to rest.

				All her pursuers have overtaken her

				in narrow places.

				

	

ד  Dalet

				4 The roads to •Zion mourn,

				for no one comes to the appointed festivals.

				All her gates are deserted;

				her priests groan,

				her young women grieve,

				and she herself is bitter.

				

	

ה  He

				5 Her adversaries have become her masters;

				her enemies are at ease,

				for the Lord has made her suffer

				because of her many transgressions.

				Her children have gone away

				as captives before the adversary.  (See Am #2:God's Judgment.)

				

	

ו  Vav

				6 All her splendor has vanished

				from Daughter Zion.

				Her leaders are like stags

				that find no pasture;

				they walk away exhausted

				before the hunter.

				

	

ז  Zayin

				7 During the days of her affliction and 
homelessness

				Jerusalem remembers all her precious 
belongings

				that were hers in days of old.

				When her people fell into the adversary's hand,

				she had no one to help.

				The adversaries looked at her,

				laughing over her downfall.

				

	

ח  Khet

				8 Jerusalem has sinned grievously;

				therefore, she has become an object of scorn.b

				All who honored her now despise her,

				for they have seen her nakedness.

				She herself groans and turns away.

				

	

ט  Tet

				9 Her uncleanness stains her skirts.

				She never considered her end.

				Her downfall was astonishing;

				there was no one to comfort her.

				Lord, look on my affliction,

				for the enemy triumphs!

				

	

י  Yod

				10 The adversary has seized

				all her precious belongings.

				She has even seen the nations

				enter her sanctuary —

				those You had forbidden

				to enter Your assembly.

				

	

כ  Kaf

				11 All her people groan

				while they search for bread.

				They have traded their precious belongings for food

				in order to stay alive.

				Lord, look and see

				how I have become despised.

				

	

ל  Lamed

				12 Is this nothing to you, all you who pass by?

				Look and see!

				Is there any pain like mine,

				which was dealt out to me,

				which the Lord made me suffer

				on the day of His burning anger?

				

	

מ  Mem

				13 He sent fire from heaven into my bones;

				He made it descend. c

				He spread a net for my feet

				and turned me back.

				He made me desolate,

				sick all day long.

				

	

נ  Nun

				14 My transgressions have been formed into a yoke, d, e

				fastened together by His hand;

				they have been placed on my neck,

				and the Lord has broken my strength.

				He has handed me over

				to those I cannot withstand.

				

	

ס  Samek

				15 The Lord has rejected

				all the mighty men within me.

				He has summoned an armyf against me

				to crush my young warriors.

				The Lord has trampled Virgin Daughter Judah

				like grapes in a winepress.

				

	

ע  Ayin

				16 I weep because of these things;

				my eyes flowg with tears.

				For there is no one nearby to comfort me,

				no one to keep me alive.

				My children are desolate

				because the enemy has prevailed.

				

	

פ  Pe

				17 Zion stretches out her hands;

				there is no one to comfort her.

				The Lord has issued a decree against Jacob

				that his neighbors should be his adversaries.

				Jerusalem has become

				something impure among them.

				

	

צ  Tsade

				18 The Lord is just,

				for I have rebelled against His command.

				Listen, all you people;

				look at my pain.

				My young men and women

				have gone into captivity.

				

	

ק  Qof

				19 I called to my lovers,

				but they betrayed me.

				My priests and elders

				perished in the city

				while searching for food

				to keep themselves alive.

				

	

ר  Resh

				20 Lord, see how I am in distress.

				I am churning within;

				my heart is broken,h

				for I have been very rebellious.

				Outside, the sword takes the children;

				inside, there is death.

				

	

שׁ  Shin

				21 People have heard me groaning,

				but there is no one to comfort me.

				All my enemies have heard of my misfortune;

				they are glad that You have caused it.

				Bring on the day You have announced,

				so that they may become like me.

				

	

ת  Tav

				22 Let all their wickedness come before You,

				and deal with them

				as You have dealt with me

				because of all my transgressions.

				For my groans are many,

				and I am sick at heart.

				A Principle to Live By - Sinful Humanity

				[image: Getz0831.png]

				#1 To be saved, we must acknowledge our separation from God and that we are hopeless without His help.

				Apparently, Jeremiah had watched Nebuchadnezzar's army destroy the temple, the king's palace, and the walls of the city. With these horrible scenes flooding his beleaguered soul, he penned these funeral dirges and lamentations. His own heart was broken. He used the Hebrew alphabet as a guide for his thoughts throughout most of this treatise as he wrote these mournful thoughts. In chapter 1, verses 1-11 lament over Jerusalem's demise. In the remaining verses, Jerusalem is personified as one who cries out for mercy.

				What happened to Judah, and to Jerusalem in particular, is a picture of every human being who rejects God's wonderful plan of salvation through faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The good news is that we can still call out to God and be saved. The Lord will not turn a deaf ear. We are living in the day of grace. 

				Once we respond to God's invitation, we can have the assurance that someday we will dwell in the new Jerusalem that the apostle John in his apocalyptic vision saw"coming down out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride adorned for her husband" (Rv 21:1-2). This heavenly city will never be destroyed. There will be no sin there. Though we"all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Rm 3:23), and the"wages" of that"sin is death," yet"the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rm 6:23).  (See Rm #6:Salvation through Faith.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some people have to reach a state of utter helplessness before they acknowledge their sins and receive God's gift of salvation?

				

				

	

Judgment on Jerusalem

				א  Alef

				2 How the Lord has overshadowed

				Daughter •Zion with His anger!

				He has thrown down Israel's glory

				from heaven to earth.

				He has abandoned His footstool

				in the day of His anger.

				

	

ב  Bet

				2 Without compassion the Lord has swallowed up

				all the dwellings of Jacob.

				In His wrath He has demolished

				the fortified cities of Daughter Judah.

				He brought them to the ground

				and defiled the kingdom and its leaders.

				

	

ג  Gimel

				3 He has cut off every •horn of Israel

				in His burning anger

				and withdrawn His right hand

				in the presence of the enemy.

				He has blazed against Jacob like a flaming fire

				that consumes everything.

				

	

ד  Dalet

				4 He has bent His bow like an enemy;

				His right hand is positioned like an adversary.

				He has killed everyone who was loved,i

				pouring out His wrath like fire

				on the tent of Daughter Zion.

				

	

ה  He

				5 The Lord is like an enemy;

				He has swallowed up Israel.

				He swallowed up all its palaces

				and destroyed its fortified cities.

				He has multiplied mourning and lamentation

				within Daughter Judah.

				

	

ו  Vav

				6 He has done violence to His templej

				as if it were a garden booth,

				destroying His place of meeting.

				The Lord has abolished

				appointed festivals and Sabbaths in Zion.

				He has despised king and priest

				in His fierce anger.

				

	

ז  Zayin

				7 The Lord has rejected His altar,

				repudiated His sanctuary;

				He has handed the walls of her palaces

				over to the enemy.

				They have raised a shout in the house of the Lord

				as on the day of an appointed festival.

				

	

ח  Khet

				8 The Lord determined to destroy

				the wall of Daughter Zion.

				He stretched out a measuring line

				and did not restrain Himself from destroying.

				He made the ramparts and walls grieve;

				together they waste away.

				

	

ט  Tet

				9 Zion's gates have fallen to the ground;

				He has destroyed and shattered the bars on her gates.

				Her king and her leaders live among the nations,

				instructionk is no more,

				and even her prophets receive

				no vision from the Lord.

				

	

י  Yod

				10 The elders of Daughter Zion

				sit on the ground in silence.

				They have thrown dust on their heads

				and put on •sackcloth.

				The young women of Jerusalem

				have bowed their heads to the ground.

				

	

כ  Kaf

				11 My eyes are worn out from weeping;

				I am churning within.

				My heart is poured out in griefl

				because of the destruction of my dear people,

				because children and infants faint

				in the streets of the city.

				

	

ל  Lamed

				12 They cry out to their mothers:

				Where is the grain and wine?

				as they faint like the wounded

				in the streets of the city,

				as their lives fade away

				in the arms of their mothers.  (See Jr #33:The Impact of Sin.)

				

	

מ  Mem

				13 What can I say on your behalf?

				What can I compare you to, Daughter Jerusalem?

				What can I liken you to,

				so that I may console you, Virgin Daughter Zion?

				For your ruin is as vast as the sea.

				Who can heal you?

				

	

נ  Nun

				14 Your prophets saw visions for you

				that were empty and deceptive;

				they did not reveal your •guilt

				and so restore your fortunes.

				They saw •oracles for you

				that were empty and misleading.  (See Jr #29:False Teachers.)

				

	

ס  Samek

				15 All who pass by

				scornfully clap their hands at you.

				They mockm and shake their heads

				at Daughter Jerusalem:

				Is this the city that was called

				the perfection of beauty,

				the joy of the whole earth?

				

	

פ  Pe

				16 All your enemies

				open their mouths against you.

				They hiss and gnash their teeth,

				saying,"We have swallowed her up.

				This is the day we have waited for!

				We have lived to see it."

				

	

ע  Ayin

				17 The Lord has done what He planned;

				He has accomplished His decree,

				which He ordained in days of old.

				He has demolished without compassion,

				letting the enemy gloat over you

				and exalting the horn of your adversaries.  (See Dt #30:God's Focus on Israel.)

				

	

צ  Tsade

				18 The hearts of the people cry out to the Lord.

				Wall of Daughter Zion,

				let your tears run down like a river

				day and night.

				Give yourself no relief

				and yourn eyes no rest.

				

	

ק  Qof

				19 Arise, cry out in the night

				from the first watch of the night.

				Pour out your heart like water

				before the Lord's presence.

				Lift up your hands to Him

				for the lives of your children

				who are fainting from hunger

				on the corner of every street.

				

	

ר  Resh

				20 Lord, look and consider

				who You have done this to.

				Should women eat their own children,

				the infants they have nurtured?o

				Should priests and prophets

				be killed in the Lord's sanctuary?

				

	

שׁ  Shin

				21 Both young and old

				are lying on the ground in the streets.

				My young men and women

				have fallen by the sword.

				You have killed them in the day of Your anger,

				slaughtering without compassion.

				

	

ת  Tav

				22 You summoned my attackersp on every side,

				 as if for an appointed festival day;

				on the day of the Lord's anger

				no one escaped or survived.

				My enemy has destroyed

				those I nurturedq and reared.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Wrath

				#2 We are to be encouraged and comforted by God's promise that as believers we'll be protected from His wrath on earth and in eternity.

				In the most part, the Old Testament is a story of God's love and patience toward His people, Israel. Again and again He restored them when they cried out for help. In spite of their incessant immorality and idolatry, He welcomed them back into fellowship with Himself.

				[image: Getz0832.png]

				

				However, the Old Testament is also a story of God's judgment on persistent evil. There 
came a point in Israel's flagrant disobedience that God would no longer relent. This is graphically illustrated in Lamentations chapter 2. 

				Since Jesus Christ came into the world, God has continued to demonstrate His love and patience toward all human beings. Even so, the New Testament teaches that there will come a day when God will pour out His wrath on the whole earth because of persistent evil (2Pt 3:7,10). John saw this terrible period of time in his visions and recorded them in the book of Revelation (Rv 6:1-17; 8:7-13; 9:1-21; 11:15-19; 16:1-2).

				The good news is that all those who respond to the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ will never face God's wrath. Paul gave us that reassurance when he wrote to the Thessalonians:

				For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him. Therefore encourage one another and build each other up as you are already doing. (1Th 5:9-11)  (See 1Th #10:Christ's Return; Rv #15: Security in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to distinguish between times of persecution in our Christian lives and God's judgments on rebellious humanity?  (See 2Tm #4:Suffering for Christ.)

				

				

	

Hope through God's Mercy

				א  Alef

				3 I am the man who has seen affliction

				under the rod of God's wrath.

				2 He has driven me away and forced me to walk

				in darkness instead of light.

				3 Yes, He repeatedly turns His hand

				against me all day long.

				

	

ב  Bet

				4 He has worn away my flesh and skin;

				He has shattered my bones.

				5 He has laid siege against me,

				encircling me with bitterness and hardship.

				6 He has made me dwell in darkness

				like those who have been dead for ages.

				

	

ג  Gimel

				7 He has walled me in so I cannot escape;

				He has weighed me down with chains.

				8 Even when I cry out and plead for help,

				He rejects my prayer.

				9 He has walled in my ways with cut stones;

				He has made my paths crooked.

				

	

ד  Dalet

				10 He isr a bear waiting in ambush,

				a lion in hiding.

				11 He forced me off my way and tore me to pieces;

				He left me desolate.

				12 He strung His bow

				and set me as the target for His arrow.

				

	

ה  He

				13 He pierced my kidneys

				with His arrows.

				14 I am a laughingstock to all my people, s

				mocked by their songs all day long.

				15 He filled me with bitterness,

				satiated me with •wormwood.

				

	

ו  Vav

				16 He ground my teeth on gravel

				and made me cowert in the dust.

				17 My soul has been deprived u of peace;

				I have forgotten what happiness is.

				18 Then I thought: My futurev is lost,

				as well as my hope from the Lord.

				

	

ז  Zayin

				19 Rememberw my affliction and my homelessness,

				the wormwood and the poison.

				20 I continually remember them

				and have become depressed. x

				21 Yet I call this to mind,

				and therefore I have hope:

				

	

ח  Khet

				22 Because of the Lord's faithful love

				we do not perish, y

				for His mercies never end.

				23 They are new every morning;

				great is Your faithfulness!

				24 I say: The Lord is my portion,

				therefore I will put my hope in Him.

				

	

ט  Tet

				25 The Lord is good to those who wait for Him,

				to the person who seeks Him.

				26 It is good to wait quietly

				for deliverance from the Lord.

				27 It is good for a man to bear the yoke

				while he is still young.

				

	

י  Yod

				28 Let him sit alone and be silent,

				for God has disciplined him.

				29 Let him put his mouth in the dust —

				perhaps there is still hope.

				30 Let him offer his cheek

				to the one who would strike him;

				let him be filled with shame.

				

	

כ  Kaf

				31 For the Lord

				will not reject us forever.

				32 Even if He causes suffering,

				He will show compassion

				according to His abundant, faithful love.

				33 For He does not enjoy bringing affliction

				or suffering on •mankind.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Faithfulness
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				#3 Because of our relationship with God through the Lord Jesus Christ, we are to be confident that we have an eternal inheritance guaranteed by the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 

				Many of the lamentations in this treatise relate to the curses that would come on the children of Israel if they disobeyed God, as outlined by Moses in Deuteronomy. Compare the following references:  (See Dt #29:Blessings and Curses.)
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				In spite of these curses, Jeremiah had hope for Israel because of God's promises in Deuteronomy:

				When all these things happen to you—the blessings and curses I have set before you—and you come to your senses while you are in all the nations where the Lord your God has driven you, and you and your children return to the Lord your God and obey Him with all your heart and all your soul by doing everything I am giving you today, then He will restore your fortunes, have compassion on you, and gather you again from all the peoples where the Lord your God has scattered you. . . . The Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the hearts of your descendants, and you will love Him with all your heart and all your soul so that you will live. (Dt 30:1-3,6)

				In the midst of Jeremiah's sorrows, God allowed him to see that day when God would implement a new covenant with the children of Israel. They would experience God's unconditional promise regarding His faithful love. Never again would they forsake the Lord nor would He forsake them.  (See Jr #32:God's Faithful Love.)

				Today as believers, we are participating in the blessings of the new covenant, even though its ultimate fulfillment is still future for the children of Israel. Inherent in these new covenant blessings is God's faithfulness to all who have received the gift of eternal life. We are secure because when we believed in the gospel and received Christ, we"were also sealed with the promised Holy Spirit" who"is the down payment of our inheritance" (Eph 1:13-14).  (See Eph #2:Our Position in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is Paul's prayer for the Ephesians just as relevant for us today as it was in the first century?  (See Eph #3:Measuring Corporate Maturity.)

				

				

	

ל  Lamed

				34 Crushing all the prisoners of the landz

				beneath one's feet,

				35 denying justice to a man

				in the presence of the •Most High,

				36 or suppressing a person's lawsuit —

				the Lord does not approve of these things.

				

	

מ  Mem

				37 Who is there who speaks and it happens,

				unless the Lord has ordained it?

				38 Do not both adversity and good

				come from the mouth of the Most High?

				39 Why should any living person complain,

				any man, because of the punishment for his sins?

				

	

נ  Nun

				40 Let us search out and examine our ways,

				and turn back to the Lord.

				41 Let us lift up our hearts and our hands

				to God in heaven:

				42 We have sinned and rebelled;

				You have not forgiven.

				

	

ס  Samek

				43 You have covered Yourself in anger and pursued us;

				You have killed without compassion.

				44 You have covered Yourself with a cloud

				so that no prayer can pass through.

				45 You have made us disgusting filth

				among the peoples.

				

	

פ  Pe

				46 All our enemies

				open their mouths against us.

				47 We have experienced panic and pitfall,

				devastation and destruction.

				48 My eyes flow with streams of tears

				because of the destruction of my dear people.

				

	

ע  Ayin

				49 My eyes overflow unceasingly,

				without end,

				

				50 until the Lord looks down

				from heaven and sees.  (See Neh #1:Intense Prayer.)

				51 My eyes bring me grief

				because of the fate of all the women in my city.

				

	

צ  Tsade

				52 For no apparent reason, my enemiesaa

				hunted me like a bird.

				53 They dropped me alive intoab a pit

				and threw stones at me.

				54 Water flooded over my head,

				and I thought: I'm going to die!

				

	

ק  Qof

				55 I called on Your name, •Yahweh,

				from the depths of the •Pit.

				56 You hear my plea:

				Do not ignore my cry for relief.

				57 You come near when I call on You;

				You say:"Do not be afraid."

				

	

ר  Resh

				58 You defend my cause, Lord;

				You redeem my life.  (See Ps #66:Our Great High Priest.)

				59 Lord, You see the wrong done to me;

				judge my case.

				60 You see all their malice,

				all their plots against me.

				

	

שׂ  Sin / שׁ  Shin

				61 Lord, You hear their insults,

				all their plots against me.

				62 The slanderac and murmuring of my opponents

				attack me all day long.

				63 When they sit and when they rise, look,

				I am mocked by their songs.

				

	

ת  Tav

				64 You will pay them back what they 
deserve, Lord,

				according to the work of their hands.

				65 You will give them a heart filled with anguish.ad

				May Your curse be on them!

				66 You will pursue them in anger and destroy 
them

				under Your heavens. ae, af  (See Jr #15:Life's 
Challenges.)

				

	

Terrors of the Besieged City

				א  Alef

				4 How the gold has become tarnished,

				the fine gold become dull!

				The stones of the templeag lie scattered

				at the corner of every street.

				

	

ב  Bet

				2 •Zion's precious people —

				once worth their weight in pure gold —

				how they are regarded as clay jars,

				the work of a potter's hands!

				

	

ג  Gimel

				3 Even jackals offer their breasts

				to nurse their young,

				but my dear people have become cruel

				like ostriches in the wilderness.

				

	

ד  Dalet

				4 The nursing infant's tongue

				clings to the roof of his mouth from thirst.

				Little children beg for bread,

				but no one gives them any.

				

	

ה  He

				5 Those who used to eat delicacies

				are destitute in the streets;

				those who were reared in purple garments

				huddle in garbage heaps.

				

	

ו  Vav

				6 The punishment of my dear people

				is greater than that of Sodom,

				which was overthrown in an instant

				without a hand laid on it.

				

	

ז  Zayin

				7 Her dignitaries were brighter than snow,

				whiter than milk;

				their bodiesah were more ruddy than coral,

				their appearance like sapphire.ai

				

	

ח  Khet

				8 Now they appear darker than soot;

				they are not recognized in the streets.

				Their skin has shriveled on their bones;

				it has become dry like wood.

				

	

ט  Tet

				9 Those slain by the sword are better off

				than those slain by hunger,

				who waste away, pierced with pain

				because the fields lack produce.

				

	

י  Yod

				10 The hands of compassionate women

				have cooked their own children;

				they became their food

				during the destruction of my dear people.

				

	

כ  Kaf

				11 The Lord has exhausted His wrath,

				poured out His burning anger;

				He has ignited a fire in Zion,

				and it has consumed her foundations.

				

	

ל  Lamed

				12 The kings of the earth

				and all the world's inhabitants did not believe

				that an enemy or adversary

				could enter Jerusalem's gates.

				

	

מ  Mem

				13 Yet it happened because of the sins of her prophets

				and the •guilt of her priests,

				who shed the blood of the righteous

				within her.

				

	

נ  Nun

				14 Blind, they stumbled in the streets,

				defiled by this blood,

				so that no one dared

				to touch their garments.

				

	

ס  Samek

				15 "Stay away! •Unclean!" people shouted at them.

				"Away, away! Don't touch us!"

				So they wandered aimlessly.

				It was said among the nations,

				"They can stay here no longer."

				

	

פ  Pe

				16 The Lord Himself has scattered them;

				He regards them no more.

				The priests are not respected;

				the elders find no favor.

				

				

	

ע  Ayin

				17 All the while our eyes were failing

				as we looked in vain for assistance;

				we watched from our towers

				for a nation that refused to help.

				

	

צ  Tsade

				18 Our steps were closely followed

				so that we could not walk in our streets.

				Our end drew near; our time ran out.

				Our end had come!

				

	

ק  Qof

				19 Those who chased us were swifter

				than eagles in the sky;

				they relentlessly pursued us over the mountains

				and ambushed us in the wilderness.

				

	

ר  Resh

				20 The Lord's anointed, the breath of our life,aj

				was captured in their traps.

				We had said about him,

				"We will live under his protection among the 
nations."

				

	

שׂ  Sin

				21 So rejoice and be glad, Daughter Edom,

				you resident of the land of Uz!

				Yet the cup will pass to you as well;

				you will get drunk and expose yourself.

				

	

ת  Tav

				22 Daughter Zion, your punishment is complete;

				He will not lengthen your exile.ak

				But He will punish your iniquity, Daughter Edom,

				and will expose your sins.

				

	

Prayer for Restoration

				5 •Yahweh, remember what has happened 
 to us.

				Look, and see our disgrace!

				2 Our inheritance has been turned over to 
strangers,

				our houses to foreigners.

				3 We have become orphans, fatherless;

				our mothers are widows.

				4 We must pay for the water we drink;

				our wood comes at a price.

				5 We are closely pursued;

				we are tired, and no one offers us rest.

				6 We made a treaty withal Egypt

				and with Assyria, to get enough food.

				7 Our fathers sinned; they no longer exist,

				but we bear their punishment.

				8 Slaves rule over us;

				no one rescues us from their hands.

				9 We secure our food at the risk of our lives

				because of the sword in the wilderness.

				10 Our skin is as hotam as an oven

				from the ravages of hunger.

				11 Women are raped in •Zion,

				girls in the cities of Judah.

				12 Princes are hung up by their hands;

				elders are shown no respect.

				13 Young men labor at millstones;

				boys stumble under loads of wood.

				14 The elders have left the city •gate,

				the young men, their music.

				15 Joy has left our hearts;

				our dancing has turned to mourning.

				16 The crown has fallen from our head.

				Woe to us, for we have sinned.

				17 Because of this, our heart is sick;

				because of these, our eyes grow dim:

				18 because of Mount Zion, which lies desolate

				and has jackals prowling in it.

				19 You, Lord, are enthroned forever;

				Your throne endures from generation to 
generation.

				20 Why have You forgotten us forever,

				abandoned us for our entire lives?

				21 Lord, restore us to Yourself, so we may return;

				renew our days as in former times,

				22 unless You have completely rejected us

				and are intensely angry with us.

				A Principle to Live By - Praying for God's Help
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				#4 When praying for help, we should acknowledge that God is eternal, sovereign, and awesome.

				This final chapter is a prayer, the remnant's response to God's judgment. They concluded this prayer for restoration by acknowledging who God is—the"Lord" who is"enthroned forever" (v. 19). 

				Acknowledging God's awesome sovereignty should be an important element in all of our prayers, but particularly when we are seeking God's help. Nehemiah and Daniel, who were both captives in Babylon, began their prayers of petition with similar words:

				Yahweh, the God of heaven, the great and awe-inspiring God. (Neh 1:5a) 

				Ah, Lord—the great and awe-inspiring God. (Dn 9:4a)  (See Neh #2:A Model Prayer.)

				In the New Testament, Jesus taught His disciples—and all of us—to pray,

				Our Father in heaven, Your name be honored as holy. Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. (Mt 6:9b-10)

				Reflection and Response

				When considering this principle regarding God's sovereignty, how does the apostle John's instruction on prayer apply?  (See 1Jn #16:Effective Prayer.)
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				Ezekiel

				Author: Ezekiel

				Date of events: 598–571 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				Ezekiel was the third author, after Isaiah and Jeremiah, in the section of the Bible called the Major Prophets. The term"son of man" is used 93 times as a title for Ezekiel, focusing on the prophet's human nature. The phrase"that you/they may know that I am Yahweh" occurs about 60 times. And the introductory phrase"the word of the Lord came to me" occurs 49 times. These phrases clearly delineate the difference between the human and divine.

				Having been deported during the second siege of Jerusalem in 597 b.c., his audience was his fellow-exiles of Judah in Babylon. He prophesied before, during, and after the fall of Jerusalem. In a vision, Ezekiel saw the glory of God leaving the temple, and then he received news that the temple was destroyed.  But God also showed him a restored, glorious temple in the far future.  From Ezekiel's visions of the glorious temple, we learn that God is faithful to His promises; that He will one day restore His people, Israel; and that many of the promises to Israel are fulfilled in a distinct way in the church.

				Ezekiel teaches us principles of the church and Israel

				

				

				God called Ezekiel to be a watchman. If a watchman fails to sound the alarm when danger threatens, he is accountable for the death of the citizens; but if a watchman sounds the alarm and the people ignore him, he is innocent. Ezekiel was charged to warn Judah that if they did not repent of their rebellion, they would suffer divine judgment. Though God is certainly sovereign and ultimately responsible for human destiny, Christians today are responsible to warn of coming judgment when God's plan of salvation is rejected. 

				Ezekiel teaches us principles of the mandate for missions and evangelism

				

				

				God explained to Ezekiel that people are neither judged because their parents sinned nor saved because their parents were righteous. Certainly the way parents behave will affect the way children begin their lives, but children will ultimately be held responsible to God for their own actions and attitudes—including whether they receive the free gift of eternal life in Jesus Christ. If a devout Christian has a son who rejects Christ, that son will be lost; but if the vilest reprobate has a daughter who receives Christ, she will be saved.

				Ezekiel teaches us principles of personal accountability

				

				

				Ezekiel issued prophecies against the nations around Israel, particularly for their pride and for their persecution of Israel. God is sovereign in all the earth. All nations should worship the one true God, Creator of heaven and earth and everything on it; no nation should pridefully claim to be self-made. Also, no nation should persecute the nation of Israel, with which Yahweh is identified. In a similar manner, God will ultimately punish any power or principality that dares to oppose the church of His Son, Jesus Christ.

				Ezekiel teaches us principles of God's righteous anger

				

				On the other hand, the people of Judah should not have presumed that God would protect them no matter how they behaved. God jealously defends and protects His name, that is, His reputation. If the children of Israel, known as Yahweh's chosen people, bring reproach on His name, they will be judged. Similarly, if the church does not honor God's name, the church will be disciplined. But Ezekiel was also told that, for the sake of His name, God in His sovereignty would ultimately restore Israel. Likewise, we are assured that, for the sake of His name and His Son's name, God will ultimately sanctify and glorify the church and all the true Christians in it.

				Ezekiel teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in Ezekiel
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								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

						
								
								1:1-3

							
								
								#1: Age and Experience

							
								
								When we are selecting those who are to lead and shepherd the church at the highest levels of leadership, we should consider chronological age.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:4-28

							
								
								#2: God's Holiness

							
								
								To be effective witnesses, we must grow consistently in our experiential knowledge of God's awesome majesty and holiness.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								2:1-7

							
								
								#3: Persistent Preaching

							
								
								Pastors and teachers are to be faithful in letting all people know that Jesus Christ died to deliver us from God's judgment on sin.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:8–3:11

							
								
								#4: Internalizing God's Word

							
								
								Before we can proclaim and teach God's Word with conviction and passion, we must internalize God's truth in our own lives.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								3:12-21

							
								
								#5: Sharing Christ 
Faithfully

							
								
								As Christians, we have the awesome responsibility to be witnesses in this world.
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								3:22-27

							
								
								#6: Cautious 
Communication

							
								
								In terms of communicating God's truth, we should watch our words carefully when people want to engage in unprofitable communication.
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								4:1–5:6

							
								
								#7: God's Discipline

							
								
								As Christians, we must not conform to this world or we will eventually be disciplined by the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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								5:7–7:27

							
								
								#8: The One, True God

							
								
								We are to avoid any form of idolatry, acknowledging that there is only one God. 
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								8:1-13

							
								
								#9: Qualified Spiritual Leaders

							
								
								All spiritual leaders in the church are to be faithful in teaching the Word of God and in modeling godliness to the total congregation.
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								11:22-25

							
								
								#10: Idolatrous 
Activities

							
								
								We are to keep idolatry from becoming a part of our lives, so that God does not remove His presence and power from our churches. 
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								12:21-28

							
								
								#11: The Second Coming

							
								
								We must never interpret the delay regarding Christ's return to bring judgment on earth as an indication that this doctrine is untrue.
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								13:1-23

							
								
								#12: False Prophets

							
								
								We must be on guard against false prophets who will proclaim that all is well even though God's judgment may be near.
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								14:1-11

							
								
								#13: A Form of Godliness

							
								
								To avoid any form of idolatry, we must have pure hearts that reflect Christ's love and righteousness.
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								14:12-23

							
								
								#14: Remaining Faithful

							
								
								Even though the world will continue to deteriorate and become hostile to God's message of truth and holiness, we are to continue to live righteous and godly lives.
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								16:1-63

							
								
								#15: Christ's Bride

							
								
								As a church, we are to be transformed into the image of the Lord Jesus Christ, reflecting more and more the fruit of the Holy Spirit in all of our relationships.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								17:1-24

							
								
								#16: Trusting Christ Daily

							
								
								To love God and one another, we must draw strength from our Savior, Jesus Christ.
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								18:1-32

							
								
								#17: Personal 
Accountability

							
								
								Though we may be affected by our parent's sins, each one of us is responsible and accountable to God for our own attitudes and actions.
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								19:1-14

							
								
								#18: Bearing Much Fruit

							
								
								As branches connected to the true vine, Jesus Christ, we should allow the vineyard keeper, God, to transform our lives and make us productive.

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								20:1-44

							
								
								#19: Honoring God's Name

							
								
								As those who call ourselves Christians or Christ followers, we should live upright and godly lives in order to honor and glorify God's name.
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								20:45–22:12

							
								
								#20: Always 
Remembering God

							
								
								When studying the specific sins the Holy Spirit has enumerated in Scripture, we must remember that they emerge because of a foundational sin—forgetting God and who He is.
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								22:13-31

							
								
								#21: God's Patience

							
								
								We are to live virtuous lives in our culture, trusting God to delay His judgment because of the church's righteous presence. 
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								23:1-49

							
								
								#22: Overcoming 
Temptation

							
								
								When tempted to do evil, we must be committed to choosing God's way of escape so that we will not walk the same sinful paths of those who've gone before us.
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								24:1-14

							
								
								#23: Do Not Murder

							
								
								We should use every legitimate channel to speak out against taking innocent lives.
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								24:15-27

							
								
								#24: God's Ultimate Purposes

							
								
								In times of personal tragedy, we must draw on God's supernatural strength to understand His purpose in our lives and to experience His love and grace more deeply.
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								25:1-11

							
								
								#25: Making Right Choices

							
								
								We are to make right decisions, understanding that wrong choices can lead to serious if not lethal consequences.
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								25:12-17

							
								
								#26: Avoiding
 Vengeance

							
								
								We are never to allow jealousy and bitterness to take root in our hearts.
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								26:1–28:19

							
								
								#27: Satanic Influence

							
								
								We are to pray regularly for those who rule the countries of the world, asking God specifically that they'll not be deceived by Satan.
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								28:20–32:32

							
								
								#28: Lord of Lords

							
								
								We are to demonstrate with our attitudes and actions that God and God alone is the one true God.
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								33:1-29

							
								
								#29: Misinterpreting Scripture

							
								
								We must not allow our personal and subjective agendas to cause us to misinterpret God's Word.
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								33:30-33

							
								
								#30: Hearing and Doing

							
								
								We should not only listen to God's message in Scripture but practice His truth in our daily lives. 
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								34:1-31

							
								
								#31: Being Faithful Shepherds

							
								
								All spiritual leaders should imitate the humble, servant spirit demonstrated by the Lord Jesus Christ.
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								37:1-28

							
								
								#32: New Life in Christ

							
								
								When we experience the new birth, we are to live in the reality that in God's sight we have died with Christ and are resurrected to live a new life that is everlasting.
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								38:1–39:29

							
								
								#33: Being Prepared

							
								
								In view of all we know about the coming judgments on earth, we should live holy and godly lives in order to be ready for Christ's return.
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								40:1-4

							
								
								#34: A Holy Sanctuary

							
								
								Since believers are God's living temple, we should offer our lives as living sacrifices that please God and His Son Jesus Christ.
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								40:5-37

							
								
								#35: Measuring God's Temple Today

							
								
								As members of God's holy and living temple today, we are to participate in building up this temple, measuring spiritual growth by the character of Jesus Christ.
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								43:1–44:5

							
								
								#36: Reflecting God's Glory

							
								
								As God's living temple today, we are to reflect His presence and glory to the watching world.
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								45:9-12

							
								
								#37: Honesty and Integrity

							
								
								As members of local communities of faith, we are to demonstrate Christ's righteousness by the way we treat both fellow believers and unbelievers.
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								46:1-24

							
								
								#38: Remembering Christ's Sacrifice

							
								
								As God's people today, we are to remember the Lord's sacrifice on the cross regularly through participation in Holy Communion.
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								47:1-12

							
								
								#39: The Water of Life

							
								
								As Christ-followers, we are to convey the message to the world that God and His Son are the very source of the truth that can meet our spiritual needs.
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								47:13–48:29

							
								
								#40: God's Promises

							
								
								We are to trust in God's promises, realizing that He cannot lie.
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								48:35

							
								
								#41: The Eternal City

							
								
								Whether Jew or Gentile, if we are true Christ-followers, we are to look forward with eager anticipation to living eternally in the New Jerusalem.
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				Ezekiel

				1 In the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth day of the month, while I was among the exiles by the Chebar Canal, the heavens opened and I saw visions of God.2 On the fifth day of the month — it was the fifth year of King Jehoiachin's exile — 3 the word of the Lord came directly to Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the Chebar Canal. And the Lord's hand was on him there.

				A Principle to Live By - Age and Experience

				[image: Getz0835.png]

				#1 When we are selecting those who are to lead and shepherd the church at the highest levels of leadership, we should consider chronological age.

				Ezekiel, a Levite, was among 10,000 Jews who were exiled to Babylon in 597 b.c. At that time, he was about 25 years old. Approximately five years later at age 30, God called him to be a prophet and priest in this exiled community. 

				In biblical history, age 30 seems to be a significant age to take on highly responsible positions. For example, Joseph became prime minister of Egypt at age 30 (Gn 41:46) and, in the New Testament, Jesus was approximately this age when He began His public ministry.  (See Ac #30:A Good Reputation.)

				This, of course, does not mean that all Christians must wait until they are 30 years of age to serve the Lord in significant capacities. Jeremiah began his ministry much earlier, probably in his late teens.  (See Jr #1:Ready to Serve.)

				The authors of the New Testament do not dictate a specific age for those who are appointed to shepherd the church as elders or overseers. However, the term elder actually means"older" (Ti 1:5-6; 1Pt 5:1-4). 

				The principle is clear. Sufficient chronological experience does help prepare us for top-level leadership roles in God's kingdom work. However, this is true only if spiritual and psychological growth are an intricate part of our chronological development. As we'll see, Ezekiel certainly fit this description.

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways should chronological age help us become more effective leaders?

				

				

	

Vision of the Lord's Glory

				4 I looked and there was a whirlwind coming from the north, a great cloud with fire flashing back and forth and brilliant light all around it. In the center of the fire, there was a gleam like amber.5 The form of four living creatures came from it. And this was their appearance: They had human form, 6 but each of them had four faces and four wings. 7 Their legs were straight, and the soles of their feet were like the hooves of a calf, sparkling like the gleam of polished bronze. 8 They had human hands under their wings on their four sides. All four of them had faces and wings. 9 Their wings were touching. The creatures did not turn as they moved; each one went straight ahead. 10 The form of each of their faces was that of a man, and each of the four had the face of a lion on the right, the face of an ox on the left, and the face of an eagle. 11 That is what their faces were like. Their wings were spread upward; each had two wings touching that of another and two wings covering its body. 12 Each creature went straight ahead. Wherever the Spirita wanted to go, they went without turning as they moved.

				13 The form of the living creatures was like the appearance of burning coals of fire and torches. Fire was moving back and forth between the living creatures; it was bright, with lightning coming out of it. 14 The creatures were darting back and forth like flashes of lightning.

				15 When I looked at the living creatures, there was one wheel on the ground beside each creature that had four faces. 16 The appearance of the wheels and their craftsmanship was like the gleam of beryl, and all four had the same form. Their appearance and craftsmanship was like a wheel within a wheel. 17 When they moved, they went in any of the four directions, without pivoting as they moved. 18 Their rims were large and frightening. Each of their four rims were full of eyes all around. 19 So when the living creatures moved, the wheels moved beside them, and when the creatures rose from the earth, the wheels also rose. 20 Wherever the Spiritb wanted to go, the creatures went in the direction the Spirit was moving. The wheels rose alongside them, for the spirit of the living creatures was in the wheels. 21 When the creatures moved, the wheels moved; when the creatures stood still, the wheels stood still; and when the creatures rose from the earth, the wheels rose alongside them, for the spirit of the living creatures was in the wheels.

				22 The shape of an expanse, with a gleam like awe-inspiring crystal, was spread out over the heads of the living creatures. 23 And under the expanse their wings extended one toward another. Each of them also had two wings covering their bodies. 24 When they moved, I heard the sound of their wings like the roar of mighty waters, like the voice of the •Almighty, and a sound of commotion like the noise of an army. When they stood still, they lowered their wings.

				25 A voice came from above the expanse over their heads; when they stood still, they lowered their wings. 26 The shape of a throne with the appearance of sapphirec stone was above the expanse.d There was a form with the appearance of a human on the throne high above.27 From what seemed to be His waist up, I saw a gleam like amber, with what looked like fire enclosing it all around. From what seemed to be His waist down, I also saw what looked like fire. There was a brilliant light all around Him. 28 The appearance of the brilliant light all around was like that of a rainbow in a cloud on a rainy day. This was the appearance of the form of the Lord's glory. When I saw it, I fell facedown and heard a voice speaking.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Holiness
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				#2 To be effective witnesses, we must grow consistently in our experiential knowledge of God's awesome majesty and holiness.

				Before Ezekiel could communicate God's messages to his fellow deportees, he needed to experience God's awesome glory. Therefore, the Lord revealed Himself in a dramatic vision demonstrating His splendor and His holy, righteous, and awesome nature. As with his fellow prophets, Ezekiel could not see God and live—even in a vision. Instead, he was enabled to gaze only upon"the appearance of the form of the Lord's glory" (v. 28). But even then, when Ezekiel caught sight of this spectacular reflection of God, he"fell facedown," knowing he was in the Lord's holy presence. He may have actually encountered the preincarnate Christ. 

				The apostle John had a similar experience when in a vision he had a glimpse of the glorified Savior: he"fell at His feet like a dead man" (Rv 1:12-17). 

				To serve God, we need not have the same experiences as Ezekiel and John.  (See Ac #4:Normative versus Unique Experiences.)

				Reflection and Response

				How should our experiential knowledge of God's eternal glory and holiness be reflected in the way we live as Christians?  (See 2Pt #1:Life and Godliness.)

				

				

	

Mission to Rebellious Israel

				2 He said to me,"Son of man, stand up on your feet and I will speak with you." 2 As He spoke to me, the Spirit entered me and set me on my feet, and I listened to the One who was speaking to me. 3 He said to me:"Son of man, I am sending you to the Israelites, toe the rebellious pagans f who have rebelled against Me. The Israelites and their ancestors have transgressed against Me to this day.4 The children are obstinateg and hardhearted. I am sending you to them, and you must say to them, 'This is what the Lord God says.' 5 Whether they listen or refuse to listen — for they are a rebellious house — they will know that a prophet has been among them.

				6 "But you, son of man, do not be afraid of them or their words, though briers and thorns are beside you and you live among scorpions. Don't be afraid of their words or be discouraged by the look on their faces, for they are a rebellious house. 7 But speak My words to them whether they listen or refuse to listen, for they are rebellious.

				A Principle to Live By - Persistent Preaching

				#3 Pastors and teachers are to be faithful in letting all people know that Jesus Christ died to deliver us from God's judgment on sin.

				[image: Getz0837.png]

				To understand Ezekiel's prophetic call as well as his message, we must remember he was already in Babylon. When Jerusalem finally fell, the city had been hit by three waves from Nebuchadnezzar's ruthless armies. The first was in 605 b.c. when Daniel and a group of young nobles were taken into captivity"to 
serve in the king's court" (Dn 1:3-5). The second deportation happened in 597 b.c. when King Jehoiachin and 10,000 Jews—including Ezekiel and other key leaders—were taken captive and transported to Babylon (2Kg 24:10-17).

				Ezekiel was allowed to live by the Chebar River, near the city of Babylon. While in captivity, he and his fellow Jews were able to move about freely. It was in this setting he received his visions regarding those who still lived in Jerusalem. The first 24 chapters of the book focus on the third wave of judgment to come, which culminated in 586 b.c. when Jerusalem was destroyed. Ezekiel was charged with warning those people, whether or not they were willing to listen.

				Timothy faced a similar challenge when he ministered in the Roman Empire. Paul challenged Timothy to be persistent in his teaching and preaching, regardless of the response:

				I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus, who is going to judge the living and the dead, and because of His appearing and His kingdom: Proclaim the message; persist in it whether convenient or not; rebuke, correct, and encourage with great patience and teaching. For the time will come when they will not tolerate sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, will multiply teachers for themselves because they have an itch to hear something new. They will turn away from hearing the truth and will turn aside to myths. But as for you, be serious about everything, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. (2Tm 4:1-5)  (See 2Tm #9:Fulfilling Our Ministry.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does this principle apply to all members of the body of Christ, not just vocational pastors and teachers?  (See 1Pt #9:Corporate Witness.)

				

				8 "And you, son of man, listen to what I tell you: Do not be rebellious like that rebellious house. Open your mouth and eat what I am giving you."9 So I looked and saw a hand reaching out to me, and there was a written scroll in it.10 When He unrolled it before me, it was written on the front and back; words of lamentation, mourning, and woe were written on it.

				3 He said to me:"Son of man, eat what you find here. Eat this scroll, then go and speak to the house of Israel." 2 So I opened my mouth, and He fed me the scroll. 3 "Son of man," He said to me,"eath and fill your stomach with this scroll I am giving you." So I ate it, and it was as sweet as honey in my mouth.

				4 Then He said to me:"Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak My words to them. 5 For you are not being sent to a people of unintelligible speech or difficult language but to the house of Israel. 6 You are not being sent to many peoples of unintelligible speech or difficult language, whose words you cannot understand. No doubt, if I sent you to them, they would listen to you. 7 But the house of Israel will not want to listen to you because they do not want to listen to Me. For the whole house of Israel is hardheaded and hardhearted. 8 Look, I have made your face as hard as their faces and your forehead as hard as their foreheads. 9 I have made your forehead like a diamond, harder than flint. Don't be afraid of them or discouraged by the look on their faces, even though they are a rebellious house."

				10 Next He said to me:"Son of man, listen carefully to all My words that I speak to you and take them to heart. 11 Go to your people, the exiles, and speak to them. Tell them, 'This is what the Lord God says,' whether they listen or refuse to listen."

				A Principle to Live By - Internalizing God's Word
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				#4 Before we can proclaim and teach God's Word with conviction and passion, we must internalize God's truth in our own lives.

				In this spectacular vision, God commanded Ezekiel to"eat" (2:8) messages of"lamentation, mourning, and woe" (2:10), probably the same messages that are written in chapters 4–32. Just as we eat food and digest it, Ezekiel was to internalize these prophetic messages.

				John had a similar experience in his visions on the isle of Patmos:

				Now the voice that I heard from heaven spoke to me again and said,"Go, take the scroll that lies open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land." So I went to the angel and asked him to give me the little scroll. He said to me,"Take and eat it; it will be bitter in your stomach, but it will be as sweet as honey in your mouth." Then I took the little scroll from the angel's hand and ate it. It was as sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I ate it, my stomach became bitter. And I was told,"You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, languages, and kings." (Rv 10:8-11) (See Rv #21:Compassionate Hearts.)

				Though internalizing God's Word applies specifically to God's prophets who received direct revelation from God—particularly in announcing His judgments on sin—it also applies to all believers. The author of Hebrews wrote,

				Although by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the basic principles of God's revelation again. You need milk, not solid food. Now everyone who lives on milk is inexperienced with the message about righteousness, because he is an infant. But solid food is for the mature—for those whose senses have been trained to distinguish between good and evil. (Heb 5:12-14; see also 1Co 3:1-2.)  (See 1Pt #4:Spiritual Growth.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does internalizing God's Word apply in particular to parents?  (See Dt #11:Teachable Moments.)

				

				12 The Spirit then lifted me up, and I heard a great rumbling sound behind me — praise the glory of the Lord in His place! — 13 with the i sound of the living creatures' wings brushing against each other and the sound of the wheels beside them, a great rumbling sound. 14 So the Spirit lifted me up and took me away. I left in bitterness and in an angry spirit, and the Lord's hand was on me powerfully. 15 I came to the exiles at Tel-abib, who were living by the Chebar Canal, and I sat there among them stunned for seven days.

				

	

Ezekiel as a Watchman

				16 Now at the end of seven days the word of the Lord came to me:17 "Son of man, I have made you a watchman over the house of Israel. When you hear a word from My mouth, give them a warning from Me.18 If I say to the wicked person, 'You will surely die,' but you do not warn him — you don't speak out to warn him about his wicked way in order to save his life — that wicked person will die for his iniquity. Yet I will hold you responsible for his blood. 19 But if you warn a wicked person and he does not turn from his wickedness or his wicked way, he will die for his iniquity, but you will have saved your life.20 Now if a righteous person turns from his righteousness and practices iniquity, and I put a stumbling block in front of him, he will die. If you did not warn him, he will die because of his sin and the righteous acts he did will not be remembered. Yet I will hold you responsible for his blood. 21 But if you warn the righteous person that he should not sin, and he does not sin, he will indeed live because he listened to your warning, and you will have saved your life."

				A Principle to Live By - Sharing Christ Faithfully
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				#5 As Christians, we have the awesome responsibility to be witnesses in this world. 

				God used the concept of a watchman to describe this prophet's enormous responsibility. Literally, a watchman was a person assigned to be on guard from a high vantage point above the city. He was to be vigilant, constantly looking for danger and enemy attacks and then warning the entire city of impending danger. If he failed to carry out this responsibility, he was personally held accountable.

				Ezekiel was specially called by God to serve as a spiritual watchman for the children of Israel. God spoke to him personally. Forty-eight times the word of the Lord came to him (v. 16) and he was obligated to warn the Israelites of the coming judgment. If he did not carry out this awesome task, he would be responsible for the blood that would flow through Jerusalem when the Babylonians entered the city (v. 18). On the other hand, if Ezekiel fulfilled his calling and the people still did not respond, they were held accountable by God (v. 19).

				In the New Testament, Paul referred to his obligation when he wrote,"woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!" (1Co 9:16). He felt a great sense of responsibility to carry out this Great Commission. 

				God certainly extended a special calling to men like Ezekiel and Paul to proclaim the message of life and death. On the other hand, God has commissioned all believers to be His witnesses in this world. This responsibility begins with the way we live, both in our relationships with one another and in the way we conduct ourselves among unbelievers. John wrote that we are to demonstrate that we are Christ's disciples by our love for one another, reflecting the unity that exists between the Father and the Son.  (See Jn #28:Modeling Love.)

				The apostle Peter addressed this principle as well when he wrote his first Epistle:

				But honor the Messiah as Lord in your hearts. Always be ready to give a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you. (1Pt 3:15)  (See 1Pt #9:Corporate Witness.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to differentiate between believers generally and people like Ezekiel and Paul who were specifically called to deliver a message of salvation and judgment?

				

				22 Then the hand of the Lord was on me there, and He said to me,"Get up, go out to the plain, and I will speak with you there."23 So I got up and went out to the plain. The Lord's glory was present there, like the glory I had seen by the Chebar Canal, and I fell facedown. 24 The Spirit entered me and set me on my feet. He spoke with me and said:"Go, shut yourself inside your house. 25 And you, son of man, they will put ropes on you and bind you with them so you cannot go out among them. 26 I will make your tongue stick to the roof of your mouth, and you will be mute and unable to rebuke them, for they are a rebellious house. 27 But when I speak with you, I will open your mouth, and you will say to them, 'This is what the Lord God says.' Let the one who listens, listen, and let the one who refuses, refuse — for they are a rebellious house.

				A Principle to Live By - Cautious Communication
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				#6 In terms of communicating God's truth, we should watch our words carefully when people want to engage in unprofitable communication.

				In a dramatic vision, God told Ezekiel exactly what to do and say. He was to speak only what God told him to say to the children of Israel. So he was"a watchman over the house of Israel" and responsible before God to"speak out" (vv. 17-18), but there were times when he was to keep silent. Probably because of Ezekiel's humanness and tendency to take God's anger on himself (v. 14), the Lord assisted him by restricting his tongue (v. 26). Furthermore, he was protecting him from those who would harm him because of his messages of judgment (v. 25).

				Though Ezekiel's situation was certainly not a normative pattern for spiritual leaders today, Paul wrote some very enlightening words to Titus illustrating this principle:

				But avoid foolish debates, genealogies, quarrels, and disputes about the law, for they are unprofitable and worthless. (Ti 3:9)  (See Ti #3:Doctrine of Character.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the ways in which Christians engage in unprofitable communication?

				

				

	

Jerusalem's Siege Dramatized

				4 "Now you, son of man, take a brick, set it in front of you, and draw the city of Jerusalem on it. 2 Then lay siege against it: construct a siege wall, build a ramp, pitch military camps, and place battering rams against it on all sides. 3 Take an iron plate and set it up as an iron wall between yourself and the city. Turn your face toward it so that it is under siege, and besiege it. This will be a sign for the house of Israel.

				4 "Then lie down on your left side and place the iniquityj of the house of Israel on it. You will bear their iniquity for the number of days you lie on your side. 5 For I have assigned you the years of their iniquity according to the number of days you lie down, 390 days; so you will bear the iniquity of the house of Israel. 6 When you have completed these days, lie down again, but on your right side, and bear the iniquity of the house of Judah. I have assigned you 40 days, a day for each year. 7 You must turn your face toward the siege of Jerusalem with your arm bared, and prophesy against it. 8 Be aware that I will put cords on you so you cannot turn from side to side until you have finished the days of your siege.

				9 "Also take wheat, barley, beans, lentils, millet, and spelt. Put them in a single container and make them into bread for yourself. You are to eat it during the number of days you lie on your side, 390 days. 10 The food you eat each day will be eight ouncesk by weight; you will eat it from time to time.l 11 You are also to drink water by measure, a sixth of a gallon,m which you will drink from time to time. 12 You will eat it as you would a barley cake and bake it over dried human excrement in their sight." 13 The Lord said,"This is how the Israelites will eat their bread — ceremonially •unclean — among the nations where I will banish them."

				14 But I said,"Oh, Lord God, I have never been defiled. From my youth until now I have not eaten anything that died naturally or was mauled by wild beasts. And impure meat has never entered my mouth."

				15 He replied to me,"Look, I will let you use cow dung instead of human excrement, and you can make your bread over that." 16 Then He said to me,"Son of man, I am going to cut off the supply of bread in Jerusalem. They will anxiously eat bread rationed by weight and in dread drink water by measure. 17 So they will lack bread and water; everyone will be devastated and waste away because of their iniquity.

				

	

Ezekiel Dramatizes Jerusalem's Fall

				5 "Now you, son of man, take a sharp sword, use it as you would a barber's razor, and shave your head and beard. Then take a set of scales and divide the hair. 2 You are to burn up a third of it in the city when the days of the siege have ended; you are to take a third and slash it with the sword all around the city; and you are to scatter a third to the wind, for I will draw a sword to chase after them. 3 But you are to take a few strands from the hair and secure them in the folds of your robe. 4 Take some more of them, throw them into the fire, and burn them in it. A fire will spread from it to the whole house of Israel.

				5 "This is what the Lord God says: I have set this Jerusalem in the center of the nations, with countries all around her. 6 But she has rebelled against My ordinances with more wickedness than the nations, and against My statutes more than the countries that surround her. For her people have rejected My ordinances and have not walked in My statutes.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Discipline

				[image: Getz0841.png]

				#7 As Christians, we must not conform to this world or we will eventually be disciplined by the Lord Jesus Christ. 

				Ezekiel was to engage in some rather bizarre activities:

				
						besieging a brick and an iron plate (4:1-3),

						lying on his side (4:4-8),

						rationing his food (4:9-17), and

						shaving his head and beard (5:1-4).

				

				People likely made their way to Ezekiel's residence to witness these unusual signs of judgment. All these strange actions were designed to communicate to his fellow Israelites that God was about to bring His final judgment on Jerusalem. Their sins were even greater than the pagan nations around them (5:6).

				Is it possible for those of us who have been saved by God's grace to take our free gift of salvation for granted and to engage in sin that even the world rejects? Sadly, it happened to the Corinthians. Thus Paul wrote in his first letter to this church,

				It is widely reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and the kind of sexual immorality that is not even tolerated among the Gentiles—a man is living with his father's wife. And you are inflated with pride, instead of filled with grief so that he who has committed this act might be removed from your congregation. (1Co 5:1-2) 

				God does not condone sin of any kind, but some are particularly abhorrent to Him! Though God is patient, He will eventually discipline a community of believers that persistently sins. Jesus' messages to the seven churches in Asia demonstrate this truth dramatically and specifically.  (See Rv #3 through #9)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways have you seen God discipline a community of believers that continues to violate His will?

				

				7 "Therefore, this is what the Lord God says: Because you have been more insubordinate than the nations around you — you have not walked in My statutes or kept My ordinances; you have not even kept the ordinances of the nations around you — 8 therefore, this is what the Lord God says: See, I am against you, Jerusalem, and I will execute judgments within you in the sight of the nations. 9 Because of all your detestable practices, I will do to you what I have never done before and what I will never do again. 10 As a result, fathers will eat their sons within Jerusalem,n and sons will eat their fathers. I will execute judgments against you and scatter all your survivors to every direction of the wind.

				11 "Therefore, as I live" — this is the declaration of the Lord God—"I am going to cut you off and show you no pity, because you have defiled My sanctuary with all your detestable practices and abominations. Yes, I will not spare you. 12 A third of your people will die by plague and be consumed by famine within you; a third will fall by the sword all around you; and I will scatter a third to every direction of the wind, and I will draw a sword to chase after them. 13 When My anger is spent and I have vented My wrath on them, I will be appeased. Then after I have spent My wrath on them, they will know that I, •Yahweh, have spoken in My jealousy.

				14 "I will make you a ruin and a disgrace among the nations around you, in the sight of everyone who passes by. 15 So you o will be a disgrace and a taunt, a warning and a horror, to the nations around you when I execute judgments against you in anger, wrath, and furious rebukes. I, Yahweh, have spoken. 16 When I shoot deadly arrows of famine at them, arrows for destruction that I will send to destroy you, inhabitants of Jerusalem, I will intensify the famine against you and cut off your supply of bread. 17 I will send famine and dangerous animals against you. They will leave you childless, Jerusalem. Plague and bloodshed will sweep through you, and I will bring a sword against you. I, Yahweh, have spoken."

				

	

Prophecy against Israel's Idolatry

				6 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 "Son of man, turn your face toward the mountains of Israel and prophesy against them. 3 You are to say: Mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord God! This is what the Lord God says to the mountains and the hills, to the ravines and the valleys: I am about to bring a sword against you, and I will destroy your •high places. 4 Your altars will be desolated and your incense altars smashed. I will throw down your slain in front of your idols. 5 I will lay the corpses of the Israelites in front of their idols and scatter your bones around your altars. 6 Wherever you live the cities will be in ruins and the high places will be desolate, so that your altars will lie in ruins and be desecrated,p your idols smashed and obliterated, your incense altars cut down, and your works wiped out. 7 The slain will fall among you, and you will know that I am •Yahweh.

				8 "Yet I will leave a remnant when you are scattered among the nations, for throughout the countries there will be some of you who will escape the sword. 9 Then your survivors will remember Me among the nations where they are taken captive, how I was crushed by their promiscuous hearts that turned away from Me and by their eyes that lusted after their idols. They will loathe themselves because of the evil things they did, their detestable practices of every kind. 10 And they will know that I am the Lord; I did not threaten to bring this disaster on them without a reason.

				

	

Lament over the Fall of Jerusalem

				11 "This is what the Lord God says: Clap your hands, stamp your feet, and cry out over all the evil and detestable practices of the house of Israel, who will fall by the sword, famine, and plague. 12 The one who is far off will die by plague; the one who is near will fall by the sword; and the one who remains and is sparedq will die of famine. In this way I will exhaust My wrath on them. 13 You will all know that I am Yahweh when their slain lie among their idols around their altars, on every high hill, on all the mountaintops, and under every green tree and every leafy oak — the places where they offered pleasing aromas to all their idols. 14 I will stretch out My hand against them, and wherever they live I will make the land a desolate waste, from the wilderness to Diblah. r Then they will know that I am Yahweh."

				

	

Announcement of the End

				7 And the word of the Lord came to me: 2 "Son of man, this is what the Lord God says to the land of Israel:

				

				An end! The end has come

				on the four corners of the land.

				3 The end is now upon you;

				I will send My anger against you

				and judge you according to your ways.

				I will punish you for all your detestable practices.

				4 I will not look on you with pity or spare you,

				but I will punish you for your ways

				and for your detestable practices within you.

				Then you will know that I am •Yahweh."

				

				5 This is what the Lord God says:

				

				Look, one disaster after another is coming!

				6 An end has come; the end has come!

				It has awakened against you.

				Look, it is coming!

				7 Dooms has come on you,

				inhabitants of the land.

				The time has come; the day is near.

				There will be panic on the mountains

				and not celebration.

				

				8 I will pour out My wrath on you very soon;

				I will exhaust My anger against you

				and judge you according to your ways.

				I will punish you for all your detestable practices.

				9 I will not look on you with pity or spare you.

				I will punish you for your ways

				and for your detestable practices within you.

				Then you will know

				that it is I, Yahweh, who strikes.

				

				10 Look, the day is coming!

				Doom has gone out.

				The rod has blossomed;

				arrogance has bloomed.

				11 Violence has grown into a rod of wickedness.

				None of them will remain:

				none of their multitude,

				none of their wealth,

				and none of the eminent t among them.

				

				12 The time has come; the day has arrived.

				Let the buyer not rejoice

				and the seller not mourn,

				for wrath is on all her masses.

				13 The seller will certainly not return

				to what was sold

				as long as he and the buyer remain alive.u

				For the vision concerning all its people

				will not be revoked,

				and none of them will preserve

				his life because of his iniquity.

				

				14 They have blown the trumpet

				and prepared everything,

				but no one goes to war,

				for My wrath is on all her masses.

				15 The sword is on the outside;

				plague and famine are on the inside.

				Whoever is in the field will die by the sword,

				and famine and plague will devour

				whoever is in the city.

				

				16 The survivors among them will escape

				and live on the mountains

				like doves of the valley,

				all of them moaning,

				each over his own iniquity.

				17 All their hands will become weak,

				and all their knees will turn to water.

				18 They will put on •sackcloth,

				and horror will overwhelm them.

				Shame will cover all their faces,

				and all their heads will be bald.

				

				19 They will throw their silver into the streets,

				and their gold will seem like something filthy.

				Their silver and gold will be unable to save them

				in the day of the Lord's wrath.

				They will not satisfy their appetites

				or fill their stomachs,

				for these were the stumbling blocks

				that brought about their iniquity.

				

				20 He appointed His beautiful ornaments for 
majesty,

				butv they made their abhorrent images from them,

				their detestable things.

				Therefore, I have made these

				into something filthy for them.

				21 I will hand these things over

				to foreigners as plunder

				and to the wicked of the earth as spoil,

				and they will profane them.

				22 I will turn My face from the wicked

				as they profane My treasured place.

				Violent men will enter it and profane it.

				

				23 Forge the chain,

				for the land is filled with crimes of bloodshed,

				and the city is filled with violence.

				24 So I will bring the most evil of nations

				to take possession of their houses.

				I will put an end to the pride of the strong,

				and their sacred places will be profaned.

				25 Anguish is coming!

				They will seek peace, but there will be none.

				26 Disaster after disaster will come,

				and there will be rumor after rumor.

				Then they will seek a vision from a prophet,

				but instruction will perish from the priests

				and counsel from the elders.

				27 The king will mourn;

				the prince will be clothed in grief;

				and the hands of the people of the land will 
tremble.

				I will deal with them according to their own 
conduct,

				and I will judge them by their own standards.

				Then they will know that I am Yahweh.

				

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - The One, True God

				[image: Getz0842.png]

				#8 We are to avoid any form of idolatry, acknowledging that there is only one God. 

				God judged Israel severely because of one major sin: idolatry. They replaced Him with pagan idols. Consequently, He demonstrated that He alone is the sovereign Lord. This is a basic concept repeated by Ezekiel over 60 times. 

				God is, and always will be, deeply offended when we allow anything to replace Him. This is particularly true when believers, objects of God's saving grace and mercy, allow this to happen in our lives.  (See Is #29:The One, True God.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways might God discipline us today because of various forms of idolatry—that is, putting anything before God?  (See Heb #19:God's Discipline.)

				

				

	

Visionary Journey to Jerusalem

				8 In the sixth year, in the sixth month, on the fifth day of the month, I was sitting in my house and the elders of Judah were sitting in front of me, and there the hand of the Lord God came down on me. 2 I looked, and there was a form that had the appearance of a man. w From what seemed to be His waist down was fire, and from His waist up was something that looked bright, like the gleam of amber. 3 He stretched out what appeared to be a hand and took me by the hair of my head. Then the Spirit lifted me up between earth and heaven and carried me in visions of God to Jerusalem, to the entrance of the inner gate that faces north, where the offensive statue that provokes jealousy was located. 4 I saw the glory of the God of Israel there, like the vision I had seen in the plain.  (See 2Co #20:Encounters with God; Rv #11: Supernatural Revelations.)

				

	

Pagan Practices in the Temple

				5 The Lord said to me,"Son of man, look toward the north." I looked to the north, and there was this offensive statue north of the altar gate, at the entrance. 6 He said to me,"Son of man, do you see what they are doing here, more detestable things that the house of Israel is committing, so that I must depart from My sanctuary? You will see even more detestable things."

				7 Then He brought me to the entrance of the court, and when I looked there was a hole in the wall. 8 He said to me,"Son of man, dig through the wall." So I dug through the wall, and there was a doorway. 9 He said to me,"Go in and see the terrible and detestable things they are committing here." 10 I went in and looked, and there engraved all around the wall was every form of detestable thing, crawling creatures and beasts, as well as all the idols of the house of Israel.

				11 Seventy elders from the house of Israel were standing before them, with Jaazaniah son of Shaphan standing among them. Each had a firepan in his hand, and a fragrant cloud of incense was rising up. 12 Then He said to me,"Son of man, do you see what the elders of the house of Israel are doing in the darkness, each at the shrine of his idol? For they are saying, 'The Lord does not see us. The Lord has abandoned the land.'"13 Again He said to me,"You will see even more detestable things, which they are committing."

				A Principle to Live By - Qualified Spiritual Leaders

				[image: Getz0843.png]

				#9 All spiritual leaders in the church are to be faithful in teaching the Word of God and in modeling godliness to the total congregation.

				What Ezekiel saw in this vision demonstrates the total apostasy that had taken place among God's chosen people. Evidently, they had continued to follow the leadership form instituted at Mount Sinai (70 elders—Nm 11:16-17), but these men were certainly not reflecting God's character. They were engaging in horrible idolatry.  (See Jr #3:Spiritual Apostasy.)

				Significantly, Ezekiel saw"Jaazaniah son of Shaphan standing among" these apostate elders in Israel, obviously engaging in the same idolatrous activities (Ezk 8:11). Some believe this man's father served as King Josiah's secretary of state and helped bring spiritual renewal in Judah (2Kg 22:8-14). The godly leadership of Josiah and Shaphan brought renewal to God's people, but the apostasy of Shaphan's son Jaazaniah impacted an entire group of leaders and ultimately a whole nation. 

				Perhaps Paul had this scenario in mind when he delivered his message to the elders in the church in Ephesus (Ac 20:17-38) and when he wrote his pastoral letters to Timothy and Titus (1Tm 3:1-13; Ti 1:5-16). He knew how devastating it is when men and women who are not qualified are appointed to leadership in the church. Even one strong but carnal leader can destroy the unity among other leaders and ultimately the whole church. 

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can churches make sure that spiritual leaders who are chosen and appointed to lead the church are spiritually qualified?  (See 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity; Ti #2: Interpreting Scripture Accurately.)

				

				14 So He brought me to the entrance of the north gate of the Lord's house, and I saw women sitting there weeping for Tammuz. 15 And He said to me,"Do you see this, son of man? You will see even more detestable things than these."

				16 So He brought me to the inner court of the Lord's house, and there were about 25 men at the entrance of the Lord's temple, between the portico and the altar, with their backs to the Lord's temple and their faces turned to the east. They were bowing to the east in worship of the sun. 17 And He said to me,"Do you see this, son of man? Is it not enough for the house of Judah to commit the detestable things they are practicing here, that they must also fill the land with violence and repeatedly provoke Me to anger, even putting the branch to their nose? x 18 Therefore I will respond with wrath. I will not show pity or spare them. Though they cry out in My ears with a loud voice, I will not listen to them."

				

	

Vision of Slaughter in Jerusalem

				9 Then He called to me directly with a loud voice,"Come near, executioners of the city, each of you with a destructive weapon in his hand." 2 And I saw six men coming from the direction of the Upper Gate, which faces north, each with a war club in his hand. There was another man among them, clothed in linen, with writing equipment at his side. They came and stood beside the bronze altar.

				3 Then the glory of the God of Israel rose from above the •cherub where it had been, to the threshold of the temple. He called to the man clothed in linen with the writing equipment at his side. 4 "Pass throughout the city of Jerusalem," the Lord said to him,"and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh and groan over all the detestable practices committed in it."  (See Rv #26:Models of Faithfulness.)

				5 He spoke as I listened to the others,"Pass through the city after him and start killing; do not show pity or spare them! 6 Slaughter the old men, the young men and women, as well as the older women and little children, but do not come near anyone who has the mark. Now begin at My sanctuary." So they began with the elders who were in front of the temple. 7 Then He said to them,"Defile the temple and fill the courts with the slain. Go!" So they went out killing people in the city.

				8 While they were killing, I was left alone. And I fell facedown and cried out,"Oh, Lord God! Are You going to destroy the entire remnant of Israel when You pour out Your wrath on Jerusalem?"

				9 He answered me:"The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is extremely great; the land is full of bloodshed, and the city full of perversity. For they say, 'The Lord has abandoned the land; He does not see.' 10 But as for Me, I will not show pity or spare them. I will bring their actions down on their own heads." 11 Then the man clothed in linen with the writing equipment at his side reported back,"I have done as You commanded me."

				

	

God's Glory Leaves the Temple

				10 Then I looked, and there above the expanse over the heads of the •cherubim was something like sapphirey stone resembling the shape of a throne that appeared above them. 2 The Lord spoke to the man clothed in linen and said,"Go inside the wheelwork beneath the cherubim. Fill your hands with hot coals from among the cherubim and scatter them over the city." So he went in as I watched.

				3 Now the cherubim were standing to the south of the temple when the man went in, and the cloud filled the inner court. 4 Then the glory of the Lord rose from above the cherub to the threshold of the temple. The temple was filled with the cloud, and the court was filled with the brightness of the Lord's glory. 5 The sound of the cherubim's wings could be heard as far as the outer court; it was like the voice of •God Almighty when He speaks.

				6 After the Lord commanded the man clothed in linen, saying,"Take fire from inside the wheelwork, from among the cherubim," the man went in and stood beside a wheel. 7 Then the cherub reached out his hand to the fire that was among them. He took some, and put it into the hands of the man clothed in linen, who took it and went out. 8 The cherubim appeared to have the form of human hands under their wings.

				9 I looked, and there were four wheels beside the cherubim, one wheel beside each cherub. The luster of the wheels was like the gleam of beryl. 10 In appearance, all four had the same form, like a wheel within a wheel. 11 When they moved, they would go in any of the four directions, without pivoting as they moved. But wherever the head faced, they would go in that direction,z without pivoting as they went. 12 Their entire bodies, including their backs, hands, wings, and the wheels that the four of them had, were full of eyes all around. 13 As I listened the wheels were called"the wheelwork." 14 Each one had four faces: the first face was that of a cherub, the second that of a man, the third that of a lion, and the fourth that of an eagle.

				15 The cherubim ascended; these were the living creatures I had seen by the Chebar Canal. 16 When the cherubim moved, the wheels moved beside them, and when they lifted their wings to rise from the earth, even then the wheels did not veer away from them. 17 When the cherubim stood still, the wheels stood still, and when they ascended, the wheels ascended with them, for the spirit of the living creatures was in them.

				18 Then the glory of the Lord moved away from the threshold of the temple and stood above the cherubim. 19 The cherubim lifted their wings and ascended from the earth right before my eyes; the wheels were beside them as they went. The glory of the God of Israel was above them, and it stood at the entrance to the eastern gate of the Lord's house.

				20 These were the living creatures I had seen beneath the God of Israel by the Chebar Canal, and I recognized that they were cherubim. 21 Each had four faces and each had four wings, with the form of human hands under their wings. 22 Their faces looked like the same faces I had seen by the Chebar Canal. Each creature went straight ahead.

				

	

Vision of Israel's Corrupt Leaders

				11 The Spirit then lifted me up and brought me to the eastern gate of the Lord's house, which faces east, and at the gate's entrance were 25 men. Among them I saw Jaazaniah son of Azzur, and Pelatiah son of Benaiah, leaders of the people. 2 The Lord said to me,"Son of man, these are the men who plan evil and give wicked advice in this city. 3 They are saying, 'Isn't the time near to build houses?aa The city is the pot, and we are the meat.' 4 Therefore, prophesy against them. Prophesy, son of man!"

				5 Then the Spirit of the Lord came on me, and He told me,"You are to say: This is what the Lord says: That is what you are thinking, house of Israel; and I know the thoughts that arise in your mind. 6 You have multiplied your slain in this city, filling its streets with the dead.

				7 "Therefore, this is what the Lord God says: The slain you have put within it are the meat, and the city is the pot, but I ab will remove you from it. 8 You fear the sword, so I will bring the sword against you." This is the declaration of the Lord God. 9 "I will bring you out of the city and hand you over to foreigners; I will execute judgments against you. 10 You will fall by the sword, and I will judge you at the border of Israel. Then you will know that I am •Yahweh. 11 The city will not be a pot for you, and you will not be the meat within it. I will judge you at the border of Israel, 12 so you will know that I am Yahweh, whose statutes you have not followed and whose ordinances you have not practiced. Instead, you have acted according to the ordinances of the nations around you."

				13 Now while I was prophesying, Pelatiah son of Benaiah died. Then I fell facedown and cried out with a loud voice:"Oh, Lord God! Will You bring to an end the remnant of Israel?"

				

	

Promise of Israel's Restoration

				14 The word of the Lord came to me again: 15 "Son of man, your own relatives, those who have the right to redeem you, ac, ad and the entire house of Israel, all of them, are those that the residents of Jerusalem have said this to, 'Stay away from the Lord; this land has been given to us as a possession.'

				16 "Therefore say: This is what the Lord God says: Though I sent them far away among the nations and scattered them among the countries, yet for a little while I have been a sanctuary for them in the countries where they have gone.

				17 "Therefore say: This is what the Lord God says: I will gather you from the peoples and assemble you from the countries where you have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel.

				18 "When they arrive there, they will remove all its detestable things and practices from it. 19 And I will give them one heart and put a new spirit within them; I will remove their heart of stone from their bodiesae and give them a heart of flesh, 20 so they may follow My statutes, keep My ordinances, and practice them. Then they will be My people, and I will be their God. 21 But as for those whose hearts pursue their desire for detestable things and practices, I will bring their actions down on their own heads." This is the declaration of the Lord God.  (See Jr #34:The New Covenant.)

				

	

God's Glory Leaves Jerusalem

				22 Then the •cherubim, with the wheels beside them, lifted their wings, and the glory of the God of Israel was above them. 23 The glory of the Lord rose up from within the city and stood on the mountain east of the city. 24 The Spirit lifted me up and brought me to Chaldea and to the exiles in a vision from the Spirit of God. After the vision I had seen left me, 25 I spoke to the exiles about all the things the Lord had shown me.

				A Principle to Live By - Idolatrous Activities

				[image: Getz0844.png]

				#10 We are to keep idolatry from becoming a part of our lives, so that God does not remove His presence and power from our churches. 

				Fourteen months after Ezekiel's last vision (3:16), the elders among those who had been deported during the second wave came to his house, perhaps to seek his counsel regarding their future. It was then Ezekiel had another vision regarding the temple in Jerusalem. In his mind's eye, the Lord transported him to Zion (8:3). There he observed some horrible abominations in the temple area:

				
						an offensive statue—probably an Asherah pole (8:3,5),

						70 elders bowing down to graven images and idols of false gods (8:10-11),

						women worshiping Tammuz, a Samarian god (8:14-15),

						25 priests (elders) worshiping the sun (8:16), and

						bloodshed and perverse behavior throughout the city (9:9).

				

				After these abominable acts, Ezekiel saw God's glory leave the temple area (10:18-19; 11:23). He was then transported back to Babylon and shared what he had seen (v. 25). 

				What Ezekiel saw in this vision was actually happening in Jerusalem. Consequently, God withdrew His presence and severe judgment followed.

				What lesson can we as Christians learn from this tragic situation? Again, we can turn to John's vision recorded in the book of Revelation. Jesus asked John to record his letters to the seven churches of Asia, expressing the Lord's displeasure in certain areas of these believers' lives. If they did not repent, they would all suffer the consequences of God's discipline (Rv 2:5,16,22-23; 3:19). 

				The good news is that Jesus would once again reveal His presence and power in their lives if they would simply allow Him to take control of their hearts and lives (Rv 3:20). Unfortunately, it seems that most of these churches did not heed Jesus' warnings nor did they accept His invitation and allow Him to return to first place in their lives.  (See Rv #9:Receiving Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				What gradually happens to a local church if people do not allow the Lord Jesus Christ to be at the center of all that they do?

				

				

	

Ezekiel Dramatizes the Exile

				12 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 "Son of man, you are living among a rebellious house. They have eyes to see but do not see, and ears to hear but do not hear, for they are a rebellious house.

				3 "Son of man, get your bags ready for exile and go into exile in their sight during the day. You will go into exile from your place to another place while they watch; perhaps they will understand, though they are a rebellious house. 4 During the day, bring out your bags like an exile's bags while they look on. Then in the evening go out in their sight like those going into exile. 5 As they watch, dig through the wall and take the bags out through it. 6 And while they look on, lift the bags to your shoulder and take them out in the dark; cover your face so that you cannot see the land. For I have made you a sign to the house of Israel."

				7 So I did just as I was commanded. In the daytime I brought out my bags like an exile's bags. In the evening I dug through the wall by hand; I took them out in the dark, carrying them on my shoulder in their sight.

				8 Then the word of the Lord came to me in the morning: 9 "Son of man, hasn't the house of Israel, that rebellious house, asked you, 'What are you doing? ' 10 Say to them: This is what the Lord God says: This •oracle is about the prince in Jerusalem and all the house of Israel who are living there.af 11 You are to say, 'I am a sign for you. Just as I have done, so it will be done to them; they will go into exile, into captivity.' 12 The prince who is among them will lift his bags to his shoulder in the dark and go out. They ag will dig through the wall to bring him out through it. He will cover his face so he cannot see the land with his eyes. 13 But I will spread My net over him, and he will be caught in My snare. I will bring him to Babylon, the land of the Chaldeans, yet he will not see it, and he will die there. 14 I will also scatter all the attendants who surround him and all his troops to every direction of the wind, and I will draw a sword to chase after them. 15 They will know that I am •Yahweh when I disperse them among the nations and scatter them among the countries. 16 But I will spare a few of them from the sword, famine, and plague so they can tell about all their detestable practices among the nations where they go. Then they will know that I am Yahweh."

				

	

Ezekiel Dramatizes Israel's Anxiety

				17 The word of the Lord came to me: 18 "Son of man, eat your bread with trembling and drink your water with shaking and anxiety. 19 Then say to the people of the land: This is what the Lord God says about the residents of Jerusalem in the land of Israel: They will eat their bread with anxiety and drink their water in dread, for theirah land will be stripped of everything in it because of the violence of all who live there. 20 The inhabited cities will be destroyed, and the land will become a desolation. Then you will know that I am Yahweh."

				

	

A Deceptive Proverb Stopped

				21 Again the word of the Lord came to me: 22 "Son of man, what is this proverb you people have about the land of Israel, which goes:

				

				The days keep passing by,

				and every vision fails?

				

				23 Therefore say to them: This is what the Lord God says: I will put a stop to this proverb, and they will not use it again in Israel. But say to them: The days draw near, as well as the fulfillment of every vision. 24 For there will no longer be any false vision or flattering •divination within the house of Israel. 25 But I, Yahweh, will speak whatever message I will speak, and it will be done. It will no longer be delayed. For in your days, rebellious house, I will speak a message and bring it to pass." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				26 The word of the Lord came to me: 27 "Son of man, notice that the house of Israel is saying, 'The vision that he sees concerns many years from now; he prophesies about distant times.' 28 Therefore say to them: This is what the Lord God says: None of My words will be delayed any longer. The message I speak will be fulfilled." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				A Principle to Live By - The Second Coming

				[image: Getz0845.png]

				#11 We must never interpret the delay regarding Christ's return to bring judgment on earth as an indication that this doctrine is untrue. 

				There were those in Israel who would not listen to his prophecies regarding the judgment to come on Jerusalem. Their reasoning was that these prophecies had not yet come true (vv. 21-22). They interpreted delay as an indication that these judgments would never happen. Sadly, the elders of Israel were wrong, just as many religious leaders today. 

				The apostle Peter warned against those who would propagate a similar message (v. 21):

				First, be aware of this: Scoffers will come in the last days to scoff, living according to their own desires, saying,"Where is the promise of His coming? Ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they have been since the beginning of creation." (2Pt 3:3-4)  (See 2Pt #5:Looking for Christ's Return.)

				Though Peter used the example of what happened in Noah's day prior to the flood, he could have also appealed to the Israelites who ignored God's warnings regarding the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 b.c.

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important for Christians today to avoid extreme interpretations regarding the doctrine of the second coming of Christ?

				

				

	

Israel's False Prophets Condemned

				13 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 "Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel who are prophesying. Say to those who prophesy out of their own imagination: Hear the word of the Lord! 3 This is what the Lord God says: Woe to the foolish prophets who follow their own spirit and have seen nothing. 4 Your prophets, Israel, are like jackals among ruins. 5 You did not go up to the gaps or restore the wall around the house of Israel so that it might stand in battle on the day of the Lord. 6 They see false visions and speak lying •divinations. They claim, 'This is the Lord's declaration,' when the Lord did not send them, yet they wait for the fulfillment of their message. 7 Didn't you see a false vision and speak a lying divination when you proclaimed, 'This is the Lord's declaration,' even though I had not spoken?

				8 "Therefore, this is what the Lord God says: I am against you because you have spoken falsely and had lying visions." This is the declaration of the Lord God. 9 "My hand will be against the prophets who see false visions and speak lying divinations. They will not be present in the fellowship of My people or be recorded in the register of the house of Israel, and they will not enter the land of Israel. Then you will know that I am the Lord •Yahweh.

				10 "Since they have led My people astray saying, 'Peace,' when there is no peace, for when someone builds a wall they plaster it with whitewash, 11 therefore, tell those who plaster it that it will fall. Torrential rain will come, and I will send hailstones plunging ai down, and a windstorm will be released. 12 Now when the wall has fallen, will you not be asked, 'Where is the coat of whitewash that you put on it?'

				13 "So this is what the Lord God says: I will release a windstorm in My wrath. Torrential rain will come in My anger, and hailstones will fall in destructive fury. 14 I will tear down the wall you plastered with whitewash and knock it to the ground so that its foundation is exposed. The city will fall, and you will be destroyed within it. Then you will know that I am Yahweh. 15 After I exhaust My wrath against the wall and against those who plaster it with whitewash, I will say to you: The wall is no more and neither are those who plastered it — 16 those prophets of Israel who prophesied to Jerusalem and saw a vision of peace for her when there was no peace." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				17 "Now, son of man, turnaj toward the women of your people who prophesy out of their own imagination. Prophesy against them 18 and say: This is what the Lord God says: Woe to the women who sew magic bands on the wrist of every hand and who make veils for the heads of people of every height in order to ensnare lives. Will you ensnare the lives of My people but preserve your own? 19 You profane Me in front of My people for handfuls of barley and scraps of bread; you kill those who should not die and spare those who should not live, when you lie to My people, who listen to lies.

				20 "Therefore, this is what the Lord God says: I am against your magic bands that you ensnare people with like birds, and I will tear them from your arms. I will free the people you have ensnared like birds. 21 I will also tear off your veils and deliver My people from your hands, so that they will no longer be prey in your hands. Then you will know that I am Yahweh. 22 Because you have disheartened the righteous person with lies, even though I have not caused him grief, and because you have encouraged the wicked person not to turn from his evil way to save his life, 23 therefore you will no longer see false visions or practice divination. I will deliver My people from your hands. Then you will know that I am Yahweh."

				A Principle to Live By - False Prophets

				[image: Getz0846.png]

				#12 We must be on guard against false prophets who will proclaim that all is well even though God's judgment may be near.

				There were false prophets in Israel who ignored Ezekiel's warnings and prophesied"peace" for Jerusalem"when there was no peace" (vv. 10,16). But God would protect His people and bring judgment on the false prophets. The same will happen prior to Christ's return to bring judgment on this earth. Thus, Paul wrote to the Thessalonians in order to protect them—and us:

				You yourselves know very well that the Day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. When they say,"Peace and security," then sudden destruction comes on them, like labor pains come on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. (1Th 5:2-3)  (See 2Pt #4:False Teachers.)

				Reflection and Response

				What was Paul's answer to this kind of false prophecy and how does it apply to us?  (See 1Th #10:Christ's Return.)

				

				

	

Idolatrous Elders Punished

				14 Some of the elders of Israel came to me and sat down in front of me.2 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 3 "Son of man, these men have set up idols in their hearts and have put sinful stumbling blocks before their faces. Should I be consulted by them at all?

				4 "Therefore, speak to them and tell them: This is what the Lord God says: When anyone from the house of Israel sets up idols in his heart, puts a sinful stumbling block before his face, and then comes to the prophet, I, •Yahweh, will answer him appropriately. ak I will answer him according to his many idols, 5 so that I may take hold of the house of Israel by their hearts. They are all estranged from Me because of their idols.

				6 "Therefore, say to the house of Israel: This is what the Lord God says: Repent and turn away from your idols; turn your faces away from all your detestable things. 7 For when anyone from the house of Israel or from the foreigners who reside in Israel separates himself from Me, setting up idols in his heart and putting a sinful stumbling block before his face, and then comes to the prophet to inquire of Me,al I, Yahweh, will answer him Myself. 8 I will turn against that one and make him a sign and a proverb; I will cut him off from among My people. Then you will know that I am Yahweh.

				9 "But if the prophet is deceived and speaks a message, it was I, Yahweh, who deceived that prophet. I will stretch out My hand against him and destroy him from among My people Israel. 10 They will bear their punishment — the punishment of the one who inquires will be the same as that of the prophet — 11 in order that the house of Israel may no longer stray from following Me and no longer defile themselves with all their transgressions. Then they will be My people and I will be their God." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				A Principle to Live By - A Form of Godliness

				[image: Getz0847.png]

				#13 To avoid any form of idolatry, we must have pure hearts that reflect Christ's love and righteousness.

				Some of Israel's elders were not taking Ezekiel's prophetic messages seriously. Externally, they appeared to be engaging in religious worship, but in their hearts they were pursuing idolatrous activities. They were not being open and honest with Ezekiel. 

				Jesus faced the same kind of hypocritical behavior in Israel when He walked among the Pharisees. Though outwardly spiritual, they were guilty of committing evil deeds. Putting His finger squarely on their sins, Jesus called them"blind guides" (Mt 15:14) and then explained,

				For from the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, sexual immoralities, thefts, false testimonies, blasphemies. (Mt 15:19)  (See Mt #38:True Spirituality.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways have some so-called Christian leaders today engaged in this kind of pharisaical behavior? 

				

				

	

Four Devastating Judgments

				12 The word of the Lord came to me: 13 "Son of man, if a land sins against Me by acting faithlessly, and I stretch out My hand against it to cut off its supply of bread, to send famine through it, and to wipe out both man and animal from it, 14 even if these three men — Noah, Daniel, and Job — were in it, they would deliver only themselves by their righteousness." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				15 "If I allow dangerous animals to pass through the land and depopulate it so that it becomes desolate, with no one passing through it for fear of the animals, 16 even if these three men were in it, as I live" — the declaration of the Lord God —"they could not deliver their sons or daughters. They alone would be delivered, but the land would be desolate.

				17 "Or if I bring a sword against that land and say: Let a sword pass through it, so that I wipe out both man and animal from it,18 even if these three men were in it, as I live" — the declaration of the Lord God —"they could not deliver their sons or daughters, but they alone would be delivered.

				19 "Or if I send a plague into that land and pour out My wrath on it with bloodshed to wipe out both man and animal from it, 20 even if Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, as I live" — the declaration of the Lord God —"they could not deliver their son or daughter. They would deliver only themselves by their righteousness.

				21 "For this is what the Lord God says: How much worse will it be when I send My four devastating judgments against Jerusalem — sword, famine, dangerous animals, and plague — in order to wipe out both man and animal from it! 22 Even so, there will be survivors left in it, sons and daughters who will be brought out. Indeed, they will come out to you, and you will observe their conduct and actions. Then you will be consoled about the devastation I have brought on Jerusalem, about all I have brought on it. 23 They will bring you consolation when you see their conduct and actions, and you will know that it was not without cause that I have done what I did to it." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				A Principle to Live By - Remaining Faithful
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				#14 Even though the world will continue to deteriorate and become hostile to God's message of truth and holiness, we are to continue to live righteous and godly lives.

				Ezekiel pronounced judgment on Jerusalem. If there were a few godly men who still worshiped the Lord and walked in His ways, they would not be able to save the city. To make this declaration clear, Ezekiel used Noah, Daniel, and Job as illustrations. Noah, for example, was a preacher of righteousness for over a century, and yet people continued to live godless lives, and judgment eventually came—the earth was destroyed in a flood. In the same way, the city of Jerusalem was about to be destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar's army. Not even dynamic preaching from godly men would reverse what was coming.

				The nation of Israel at that time in its history illustrated what will happen as we approach the second coming of Jesus Christ. No matter who lives godly lives and proclaims God's message of holiness and righteousness, people will not listen and judgment will come—this time by fire (2Pt 3:5-7). Paul spoke to this issue when he referred to what would happen in"the last days": 

				For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, without love for what is good, traitors, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding to the form of godliness but denying its power. Avoid these people! (2Tm 3:2-5)

				However, Paul also made it clear in this letter to Timothy that Christ followers must continue to live righteous lives, despite the fact that"all those who want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted" (2Tm 3:12). Though the majority of people will reject the message of Scripture, Timothy was to"proclaim the message; persist in it whether convenient or not; rebuke, correct, and encourage with great patience and teaching" (2Tm 4:2). In many respects this was also Ezekiel's task while Jerusalem's judgment was imminent. 

				Reflection and Response

				What must we do to continue to be faithful to God when most people are"lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God"?  (See Heb #18:Focusing on Christ.)

				

				

	

Parable of the Useless Vine

				15 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 2 "Son of man, how does the wood of the vine, that branch among the trees of the forest, compare to any other wood? 3 Can wood be taken from it to make something useful? Or can anyone make a peg from it to hang things on? 4 In fact, it is put into the fire as fuel. The fire devours both of its ends, and the middle is charred. Can it be useful for anything? 5 Even when it was whole it could not be made into a useful object. How much less can it ever be made into anything useful when the fire has devoured it and it is charred!

				6 "Therefore, this is what the Lord God says: Like the wood of the vine among the trees of the forest, which I have given to the fire as fuel, so I will give up the residents of Jerusalem. 7 I will turn against them. They may have escaped from the fire, but it will still consume them. And you will know that I am •Yahweh when I turn against them. 8 I will make the land desolate because they have acted unfaithfully." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				

	

Parable of God's Adulterous Wife

				16 The word of the Lord came to me again: 2 "Son of man, explain Jerusalem's detestable practices to her.3 You are to say: This is what the Lord God says to Jerusalem: Your origin and your birth were in the land of the Canaanites. Your father was an Amorite and your mother a Hittite.4 As for your birth, your umbilical cord wasn't cut on the day you were born, and you weren't washed •cleanam with water. You were not rubbed with salt or wrapped in cloths.5 No one cared enough about you to do even one of these things out of compassion for you. But you were thrown out into the open field because you were despised on the day you were born.

				6 "I passed by you and saw you lying in your blood, and I said to you as you lay in your blood: Live! Yes, I said to you as you lay in your blood: Live! an 7 I made you thrive ao like plants of the field. You grew up and matured and became very beautiful.ap Your breasts were formed and your hair grew, but you were stark naked.

				8 "Then I passed by you and saw you, and you were indeed at the age for love. So I spread the edge of My garment over you and covered your nakedness. I pledged Myself to you, entered into a covenant with you, and you became Mine." This is the declaration of the Lord God. 9 "I washed you with water, rinsed off your blood, and anointed you with oil. 10 I clothed you in embroidered cloth and provided you with leather sandals. I also wrapped you in fine linen and covered you with silk. 11 I adorned you with jewelry, putting bracelets on your wrists and a chain around your neck. 12 I put a ring in your nose, earrings on your ears, and a beautiful tiara on your head.13 So you were adorned with gold and silver, and your clothing was made of fine linen, silk, and embroidered cloth. You ate fine flour, honey, and oil. You became extremely beautiful and attained royalty. 14 Your fame spread among the nations because of your beauty, for it was perfect through My splendor, which I had bestowed on you." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				15 "But you were confident in your beauty and acted like a prostitute because of your fame. You lavished your sexual favors on everyone who passed by. Your beauty became his.aq 16 You took some of your garments and made colorful •high places for yourself, and you engaged in prostitution on them. These places should not have been built, and this should never have happened!ar 17 You also took your beautiful jewelry made from the gold and silver I had given you, and you made male images so that you could engage in prostitution with them. 18 Then you took your embroidered garments to cover them, and set My oil and incense before them. 19 You also set before them as a pleasing aroma the food I gave you — the fine flour, oil, and honey that I fed you. That is what happened." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				20 "You even took your sons and daughters you bore to Me and sacrificed them to these images as food. Wasn't your prostitution enough? 21 You slaughtered My children and gave them up when you passed them through the fire to the images. 22 In all your detestable practices and acts of prostitution, you did not remember the days of your youth when you were stark naked and lying in your blood.  (See Jdg #5: Modeling and Teaching.)

				23 "Then after all your evil — Woe, woe to you!" — the declaration of the Lord God — 24 "you built yourself a mound and made yourself an elevated place in every square. 25 You built your elevated place at the head of every street and turned your beauty into a detestable thing. You spread your legs to everyone who passed by and increased your prostitution. 26 You engaged in promiscuous acts with Egyptian men, your well-endowed neighbors, and increased your prostitution to provoke Me to anger.

				27 "Therefore, I stretched out My hand against you and reduced your provisions. I gave you over to the desire of those who hate you, the Philistine women, who were embarrassed by your indecent behavior. 28 Then you engaged in prostitution with the Assyrian men because you were not satisfied. Even though you did this with them, you were still not satisfied. 29 So you extended your prostitution to Chaldea, the land of merchants, but you were not even satisfied with this!  (See Rm #3:Sin's Devastating Results.)

				30 "How your heart was inflamed with lust" — the declaration of the Lord God —"when you did all these things, the acts of a brazen prostitute, 31 building your mound at the head of every street and making your elevated place in every square. But you were unlike a prostitute because you scorned payment. 32 You adulterous wife, who receives strangers instead of her husband! 33 Men give gifts to all prostitutes, but you gave gifts to all your lovers. You bribed them to come to you from all around for your sexual favors. 34 So you were the opposite of other women in your acts of prostitution; no one solicited you. When you paid a fee instead of one being paid to you, you were the opposite.

				35 "Therefore, you prostitute, hear the word of the Lord! 36 This is what the Lord God says: Because your lust was poured out and your nakedness exposed by your acts of prostitution with your lovers, and because of all your detestable idols and the blood of your children that you gave to them, 37 I am therefore going to gather all the lovers you pleased — all those you loved as well as all those you hated. I will gather them against you from all around and expose your nakedness to them so they see you completely naked. 38 I will judge you the way adulteresses and those who shed blood are judged. Then I will bring about your bloodshed in wrath and jealousy. 39 I will hand you over to them, and they will level your mounds and tear down your elevated places. They will strip off your clothes, take your beautiful jewelry, and leave you stark naked. 40 They will bring a mob against you to stone you and cut you to pieces with their swords. 41 Then they will burn down your houses and execute judgments against you in the sight of many women. I will stop you from being a prostitute, and you will never again pay fees for lovers. 42 So I will satisfy My wrath against you, and My jealousy will turn away from you. Then I will be silent and no longer angry. 43 Because you did not remember the days of your youth but enraged Me with all these things, I will also bring your actions down on your own head." This is the declaration of the Lord God."Haven't you committed immoral acts in addition to all your detestable practices?

				44 "Look, everyone who uses proverbs will say this proverb about you:

				

				Like mother, like daughter.

				

				45 You are the daughter of your mother, who despised her husband and children. You are the sister of your sisters, who despised their husbands and children. Your mother was a Hittite and your father an Amorite. 46 Your older sister was Samaria, who lived with her daughters to the north of you, and your younger sister was Sodom, who lived with her daughters to the south of you. 47 Didn't you walk in their ways and do their detestable practices? It was only a short time before you behaved more corruptly than they did.as

				48 "As I live" — the declaration of the Lord God —"your sister Sodom and her daughters have not behaved as you and your daughters have. 49 Now this was the iniquity of your sister Sodom: she and her daughters had pride, plenty of food, and comfortable security, but didn't support the poor and needy. 50 They were haughty and did detestable things before Me, so I removed them when I saw this.at 51 But Samaria did not commit even half your sins. You have multiplied your detestable practices beyond theirs and made your sisters appear righteous by all the detestable things you have committed. 52 You must also bear your disgrace, since you have been an advocate for your sisters. For they appear more righteous than you because of your sins, which you committed more abhorrently than they did. So you also, be ashamed and bear your disgrace, since you have made your sisters appear righteous.

				53 "I will restore their fortunes, the fortunes of Sodom and her daughters and those of Samaria and her daughters. I will also restore au your fortunes among them, 54 so you will bear your disgrace and be ashamed of all you did when you comforted them. 55 As for your sisters, Sodom and her daughters and Samaria and her daughters will return to their former state. You and your daughters will also return to your former state. 56 Didn't you treat your sister Sodom as an object of scorn when you were proud, 57 before your wickedness was exposed? It was like the time you were scorned by the daughters of Aram av and all those around her, and by the daughters of the Philistines — those who treated you with contempt from every side. 58 You yourself must bear the consequences of your indecency and detestable practices" — this is the Lord's declaration.

				59 "For this is what the Lord God says: I will deal with you according to what you have done, since you have despised the oath by breaking the covenant. 60 But I will remember the covenant I made with you in the days of your youth, and I will establish an everlasting covenant with you. 61 Then you will remember your ways and be ashamed when you aw receive your older and younger sisters. I will give them to you as daughters, but not because of your covenant. 62 I will establish My covenant with you, and you will know that I am •Yahweh, 63 so that when I make •atonement for all you have done, you will remember and be ashamed, and never open your mouth again because of your disgrace." This is the declaration of the Lord God.  (See Jr #34:The New Covenant.)

				A Principle to Live By - Christ's Bride

				[image: Getz0849.png]

				#15 As a church, we are to be transformed into the image of the Lord Jesus Christ, reflecting more and more the fruit of the Holy Spirit in all of our relationships. 

				To illustrate the depth of Israel's sin, the Lord spoke through Ezekiel with several parables, beginning with the useless vine (15:1-7). However, the most dramatic one presents Israel as an adulterous wife. This parable is very graphic in terms of sexual symbols. It illustrates the terrible extent to which the children of Israel became idolatrous, immoral, and unfaithful to the Lord, even though they had been graciously chosen by the Lord in the midst of their own abandonment. This is a parable they could understand clearly, not just because of their idolatrous actions but because of their literal licentious and immoral behavior.

				In the New Testament, it's not accidental that God chose a marriage union to illustrate the relationship that should exist between Christ and the church. He is our husband and we are His wife. When we responded to His grace, we became His perfect bride through the shed blood of our husband, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

				The New Testament teaches us that when we become Christians and are baptized into the body of Christ, God immediately sees us as we will someday be—perfect. We call this positional holiness. However, when we as the church are called out of this world, we'll be ultimately holy and sanctified. In the meantime, we are to become more and more like Him until the day we are"without spot or wrinkle or anything like that, but holy and blameless" (Eph 5:27). At"the marriage of the Lamb" we'll be wearing"fine linen . . . bright and pure" that represents our"righteous acts" (Rv 19:7-8). We'll be like Christ in all His holiness and perfection.

				Reflection and Response

				Why is the parable of Israel as an adulterous wife a powerful illustration of how we as Christ's bride should be living our lives today, reflecting"the fruit of the Spirit" rather than"the works of the flesh" (Gl 5:19-26)?  (See Hs #1:Christ's Spotless Bride.)

				

				

	

Parable of the Eagles

				17 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 "Son of man, pose a riddle and speak a parable to the house of Israel.3 You are to say: This is what the Lord God says:

				

				A great eagle with great wings, long pinions,

				and full plumage of many colors

				came to Lebanon and took the top of the cedar.

				4 He plucked off its topmost shoot,

				brought it to the land of merchants,

				and set it in a city of traders.

				5 Then he took some of the land's seed

				and put it in a fertile field;

				he set it like a willow,

				a plantax by abundant waters.

				6 It sprouted and became a spreading vine,

				low in height with its branches turned toward him,

				yet its roots stayed under it.

				So it became a vine,

				produced branches, and sent out shoots.

				

				7 But there was another great eagle

				with great wings and thick plumage.

				And this vine bent its roots toward him!

				It stretched out its branches to him

				from its planting bed,

				so that he might water it.

				8 It had been planted

				in a good field by abundant waters

				in order to produce branches,

				bear fruit, and become a splendid vine.

				

				9 You are to say: This is what the Lord God says:

				

				Will it flourish?

				Will he not tear out its roots

				and strip off its fruit

				so that it shrivels?

				All its fresh leaves will wither!

				Great strength and many people

				will not be needed to pull it from its roots.

				10 Even though it is planted, will it flourish?

				Won't it completely wither

				when the east wind strikes it?

				It will wither on the bed where it sprouted."

				

				11 The word of the Lord came to me: 12 "Now say to that rebellious house: Don't you know what these things mean? Tell them: The king of Babylon came to Jerusalem, took its king and officials, and brought them back with him to Babylon. 13 He took one of the royal family and made a covenant with him, putting him under oath. Then he took away the leading men of the land, 14 so the kingdom might be humble and not exalt itself but might keep his covenant in order to endure. 15 However, this king revolted against him by sending his ambassadors to Egypt so they might give him horses and a large army. Will he flourish? Will the one who does such things escape? Can he break a covenant and still escape?

				16 "As I live" — this is the declaration of the Lord God —"he will die in Babylon, in the land of the king who put him on the throne, whose oath he despised and whose covenant he broke. 17 Pharaoh will not help him with his great army and vast horde in battle, when ramps are built and siege walls constructed to destroy many lives. 18 He despised the oath by breaking the covenant. He did all these things even though he gave his hand in pledge. He will not escape!"

				19 Therefore, this is what the Lord God says:"As I live, I will bring down on his head My oath that he despised and My covenant that he broke. 20 I will spread My net over him, and he will be caught in My snare. I will bring him to Babylon and execute judgment on him there for the treachery he committed against Me. 21 All the fugitives ay among his troops will fall by the sword, and those who survive will be scattered to every direction of the wind. Then you will know that I, •Yahweh, have spoken."

				22 This is what the Lord God says:

				

				I will take a sprig

				from the lofty top of the cedar and plant it.

				I will pluck a tender sprig

				from its topmost shoots,

				and I will plant it

				on a high towering mountain.

				23 I will plant it on Israel's high mountain

				so that it may bear branches, produce fruit,

				and become a majestic cedar.

				Birds of every kind will nest under it,

				taking shelter in the shade of its branches.

				24 Then all the trees of the field will know

				that I am Yahweh.

				I bring down the tall tree,

				and make the low tree tall.

				I cause the green tree to wither

				and make the withered tree thrive.

				I, Yahweh, have spoken

				and I will do it.

				A Principle to Live By - Trusting Christ Daily

				[image: Getz0850.png]

				#16 To love God and one another, we must draw strength from our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

				This parable referred primarily to Nebuchadnezzar's dealings with King Jehoiachin and King Zedekiah (2Kg 24:8-20). The following keys will help you understand this parable:

				
						The first great eagle is Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon (Ezk 17:3a),

						Lebanon is Jerusalem (v. 3b), 

						the topmost shoot is Jehoiachin (v. 4),

						some of the land's seed is Zedekiah (vv. 5,13;"one of the royal family"), and

						the second great eagle is Pharaoh Hophra of Egypt (v. 7).

				

				Beyond the judgment to come through Nebuchadnezzar and Pharaoh, God enabled Ezekiel to prophesy regarding the future reign of Christ (16:60-63). Although these prophetic insights refer directly to God's future plans for Israel, there are references that actually apply to the church. Jesus Christ is presently our divine source of life and fruitfulness. 

				Shortly before His death, Jesus also shared a parable with the apostles. Since the symbols He used are similar to those used by Ezekiel ("branches,"fruit"), perhaps the Savior was reflecting on this Old Testament prophecy when He said,

				I am the vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in Me and I in him produces much fruit, because you can do nothing without Me. If anyone does not remain in Me, he is thrown aside like a branch and he withers. They gather them, throw them into the fire, and they are burned. If you remain in Me and My words remain in you, ask whatever you want and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this: that you produce much fruit and prove to be My disciples. (Jn 15:5-8) 

				The"fruit" Jesus referred to appears to be the way we love one another, demonstrating to the world we are His true disciples (cp. Jn 13:34-35 with Jn 15:8; see also Jn 15:9-10,12,17). The key to reflecting this fruit is to draw our strength from Jesus, who indeed is"the true vine" (Jn 15:1).  (See Jn #30:God's Sustaining Strength.)

				Even though the Holy Spirit chose to illustrate the Messiah's role at this moment as"a tender sprig" (Ezk 17:22), someday He will rule and reign as"a majestic cedar" (v. 23). He will be King of kings and Lord of lords over the whole earth. Ezekiel caught a glimpse of this as he concluded this chapter.  (See Is #23:King of Kings.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can we, as members of the body of Christ, draw strength from Jesus Christ in order to love God and each other more?

				

				

	

Personal Responsibility for Sin

				18 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 "What do you mean by using this proverb concerning the land of Israel:

				

				The fathers eat sour grapes,

				and the children's teeth are set on edge?

				

				3 As I live" — this is the declaration of the Lord God —"you will no longer use this proverb in Israel.4 Look, every life belongs to Me. The life of the father is like the life of the son — both belong to Me. The person who sins is the one who will die.

				5 "Now suppose a man is righteous and does what is just and right: 6 He does not eat at the mountain shrines or raise his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel. He does not defile his neighbor's wife or come near a woman during her menstrual impurity. 7 He doesn't oppress anyone but returns his collateral to the debtor. He does not commit robbery, but gives his bread to the hungry and covers the naked with clothing. 8 He doesn't lend at interest or for profit but keeps his hand from wrongdoing and carries out true justice between men. 9 He follows My statutes and keeps My ordinances, acting faithfully. Such a person is righteous; he will certainly live." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				10 "Now suppose the man has a violent son, who sheds blood and does any of these things, 11 though the father has done none of them. Indeed, when the son eats at the mountain shrines and defiles his neighbor's wife, 12 and when he oppresses the poor and needy, commits robbery, and does not return collateral, and when he raises his eyes to the idols, commits detestable acts, 13 and lends at interest or for profit, will he live? He will not live! Since he has committed all these detestable acts, he will certainly die. His blood will be on him.  (See 2Kg #23:Godly Parenting.)

				14 "Now suppose he has a son who sees all the sins his father has committed, and though he sees them, he does not do likewise. 15 He does not eat at the mountain shrines or raise his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel. He does not defile his neighbor's wife. 16 He doesn't oppress anyone, hold collateral, or commit robbery. He gives his bread to the hungry and covers the naked with clothing. 17 He keeps his hand from harming the poor, not taking interest or profit on a loan. He practices My ordinances and follows My statutes. Such a person will not die for his father's iniquity. He will certainly live.

				18 "As for his father, he will die for his own iniquity because he practiced fraud, robbed his brother, and did what was wrong among his people. 19 But you may ask, 'Why doesn't the son suffer punishment for the father's iniquity? ' Since the son has done what is just and right, carefully observing all My statutes, he will certainly live. 20 The person who sins is the one who will die. A son won't suffer punishment for the father's iniquity, and a father won't suffer punishment for the son's iniquity. The righteousness of the righteous person will be on him, and the wickedness of the wicked person will be on him.  (See 2Kg #24:Parental Values.)  

				21 "Now if the wicked person turns from all the sins he has committed, keeps all My statutes, and does what is just and right, he will certainly live; he will not die. 22 None of the transgressions he has committed will be held against him. He will live because of the righteousness he has practiced. 23 Do I take any pleasure in the death of the wicked?" This is the declaration of the Lord God."Instead, don't I take pleasure when he turns from his ways and lives? 24 But when a righteous person turns from his righteousness and practices iniquity, committing the same detestable acts that the wicked do, will he live? None of the righteous acts he did will be remembered. He will die because of the treachery he has engaged in and the sin he has committed.

				25 "But you say, 'The Lord's way isn't fair.' Now listen, house of Israel: Is it My way that is unfair? Instead, isn't it your ways that are unfair? 26 When a righteous person turns from his righteousness and practices iniquity, he will die for this. He will die because of the iniquity he has practiced. 27 But if a wicked person turns from the wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he will preserve his life. 28 He will certainly live because he thought it over and turned from all the transgressions he had committed; he will not die. 29 But the house of Israel says, 'The Lord's way isn't fair.' Is it My ways that are unfair, house of Israel? Instead, isn't it your ways that are unfair?

				30 "Therefore, house of Israel, I will judge each one of you according to his ways." This is the declaration of the Lord God."Repent and turn from all your transgressions, so they will not be a stumbling block that causes your punishment. 31 Throw off all the transgressions you have committed, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. Why should you die, house of Israel? 32 For I take no pleasure in anyone's death." This is the declaration of the Lord God."So repent and live!

				A Principle to Live By - Personal Accountability

				[image: Getz0851.png]

				#17 Though we may be affected by our parent's sins, each one of us is responsible 
and accountable to God for our own attitudes and actions.

				Ezekiel was addressing his fellow Israelites in captivity. Evidently they were complaining and blaming God for their situation. They quoted an old parable (v. 2) and said that it didn't matter whether they were obedient or rebellious; either way, they would be punished because they were being judged for their parents' sins. So rather than accepting responsibility for their own sins—which were just like those of their parents—they rationalized and called God unfair (v. 25).

				Ezekiel used three illustrations involving successive generations to make the point that each individual was responsible before God to deal with his own sin and not to blame a father or a grandfather (vv. 5-24). Though God had stated in the law that He would punish children for their fathers' sins, even to the third and fourth generations, He was not declaring that they had no choice but to follow their parent's ways (Ex 20:5; 34:7; 
Dt 5:9).  (See Mc #2:Parental Sins.)

				Ezekiel gave his people the key to change:"a new heart and a new spirit" (Ezk 18:31). As believers today, we are able to understand and live in this reality in ways the children of Israel could not. We are participants in the new covenant, enabling us to experience the new birth, which Jesus explained to Nicodemus:

				I assure you: Unless someone is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh, and whatever is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be amazed that I told you that you must be born again. The wind blows where it pleases, and you hear its sound, but you don't know where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit. (Jn 3:5-8)  (See Jr #34:The New Covenant.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though children today are definitely impacted by their parent's sinful behavior, what steps can they take to stop the cycle of irresponsible behavior?

				

				

	

A Lament for Israel's Princes

				19 "Now, lament for the princes of Israel2 and say:

				

				What was your mother? A lioness!

				She lay down among the lions;

				she reared her cubs among the young lions.

				3 She brought up one of her cubs,

				and he became a young lion.

				After he learned to tear prey,

				he devoured people.

				4 When the nations heard about him,

				he was caught in their pit.

				Then they led him away with hooks

				to the land of Egypt.

				

				5 When she saw that she waited in vain,

				that her hope was lost,

				she took another of her cubs

				and made him a young lion.

				6 He prowled among the lions,

				and he became a young lion.

				After he learned to tear prey,

				he devoured people.

				7 He devastated their strongholds az

				and destroyed their cities.

				The land and everything in it shuddered

				at the sound of his roaring.

				8 Then the nations from the surrounding provinces

				set out against him.

				They spread their net over him;

				he was caught in their pit.

				9 They put a wooden yoke on himba with hooks

				and led him away to the king of Babylon.

				They brought him into the fortresses

				so his roar could no longer be heard

				on the mountains of Israel.

				

				10 Your mother was like a vine in your vineyard, bb

				planted by the water;

				it was fruitful and full of branches

				because of plentiful waters.

				11 It had strong branches, fit for the scepters of 
rulers;

				its height towered among the clouds.bc

				So it was conspicuous for its height

				as well as its many branches.

				12 But it was uprooted in fury,

				thrown to the ground,

				and the east wind dried up its fruit.

				Its strong branches were torn off and dried up;

				fire consumed them.

				13 Now it is planted in the wilderness,

				in a dry and thirsty land.

				14 Fire has gone out from its main branchbd

				and has devoured its fruit,

				so that it no longer has a strong branch,

				a scepter for ruling.

				

				This is a lament and should be used as a lament."

				A Principle to Live By - Bearing Much Fruit

				#18 As branches connected to the true vine, Jesus Christ, we should allow the vineyard keeper, God, to transform our lives and make us productive.

				[image: Getz0852.png]

				Ezekiel used parables to remind his fellow Israelites in Babylon that two of their kings had fallen. Jehoahaz was taken to Egypt (vv. 3-4; 2Kg 23:31-34) and Jehoiachin was led away to Babylon in 597 b.c. (Ezk 19:5-9; 2Kg 24:8-17). Ezekiel then prophesied the next event, the fall of Jerusalem and Judah, fulfilled in 586 b.c. 
Though Israel was once a vine that was very"fruitful and full of branches" (Ezk 19:10), they"were torn off" and"fire consumed them" (v. 12). 

				Jesus may have been reflecting on this section of Scripture when He identified Himself as the"true vine" and the apostles as"the branches" (Jn 15:1,5). Judas' destiny parallels what happened to these kings of Israel ("the branches") that were removed, gathered, and burned (Jn 15:2,6; cp. Ezk 19:12-14). However, the other apostles were branches that were alive but that needed pruning so they could bear much fruit—so they would love one another as Christ loved them, and so many people, both Jews and Gentiles, would believe that Jesus Christ indeed came from the Father to give birth to the church (Jn 17:20-23).  (See Jn #30 through #33)

				Someday, however, Jesus Christ will not only be the Savior of the world who intercedes for us at the right hand of God ("the vineyard keeper"; Jn 15:1), but He will rule from Jerusalem on the throne of David and bring judgment on unbelievers who do not recognize Him as"the Lion from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David" (Rv 5:5). When God ultimately judges unrepentant sinners, the dead branches will certainly be gathered and burned.  (See Rv #13:Servant and Sovereign.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways does God, the vineyard keeper, wish to prune each one of us so we'll together produce much fruit? How does this process impact the way God hears and answers prayer? (See Jn 15:7-8.)  (See 2Sm #4:Praying in God's Will.)

				

				

	

Israel's Rebellion

				20 In the seventh year, in the fifth month, on the tenth day of the month, some of Israel's elders came to consult the Lord, and they sat down in front of me. 2 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 3 "Son of man, speak with the elders of Israel and tell them: This is what the Lord God says: Are you coming to consult Me? As I live, I will not be consulted by you." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				4 "Will you pass judgment against them, will you pass judgment, son of man? Explain the detestable practices of their fathers to them. 5 Say to them: This is what the Lord God says: On the day I chose Israel, I swore an oathbe to the descendants of Jacob's house and made Myself known to them in the land of Egypt. I swore to them, saying: I am •Yahweh your God. 6 On that day I sworebf to them that I would bring them out of the land of Egypt into a land I had searched out for them, a land flowing with milk and honey, the most beautiful of all lands. 7 I also said to them: Each of you must throw away the detestable things that are before your eyes and not defile yourselves with the idols of Egypt. I am Yahweh your God.  (See Jdg #4: Forsaking Sin.)

				8 "But they rebelled against Me and were unwilling to listen to Me. None of them threw away the detestable things that were before their eyes, and they did not forsake the idols of Egypt. So I considered pouring out My wrath on them, exhausting My anger against them within the land of Egypt.9 But I acted because of My name, so that it would not be profaned in the eyes of the nations they were living among, in whose sight I had made Myself known to Israel by bringing them out of Egypt.

				10 "So I brought them out of the land of Egypt and led them into the wilderness. 11 Then I gave them My statutes and explained My ordinances to them — the person who does them will live by them. 12 I also gave them My Sabbaths to serve as a sign between Me and them, so they will know that I am Yahweh who sets them apart as holy.

				13 "But the house of Israel rebelled against Me in the wilderness. They did not follow My statutes and they rejected My ordinances — the person who does them will live by them. They also completely profaned My Sabbaths. So I considered pouring out My wrath on them in the wilderness to put an end to them.14 But I acted because of My name, so that it would not be profaned in the eyes of the nations in whose sight I had brought them out. 15 However, I sworebg to them in the wilderness that I would not bring them into the land I had given them — the most beautiful of all lands, flowing with milk and honey — 16 because they rejected My ordinances, profaned My Sabbaths, and did not follow My statutes. For their hearts went after their idols. 17 But I spared them from destruction and did not bring them to an end in the wilderness.

				18 "Then I said to their children in the wilderness: Don't follow the statutes of your fathers, defile yourselves with their idols, or keep their ordinances. 19 I am Yahweh your God. Follow My statutes, keep My ordinances, and practice them. 20 Keep My Sabbaths holy, and they will be a sign between Me and you, so you may know that I am Yahweh your God.

				21 "But the children rebelled against Me. They did not follow My statutes or carefully keep My ordinances — the person who does them will live by them. They also profaned My Sabbaths. So I considered pouring out My wrath on them and exhausting My anger against them in the wilderness. 22 But I withheld My hand and acted because of My name, so that it would not be profaned in the eyes of the nations in whose sight I brought them out. 23 However, I sworebh to them in the wilderness that I would disperse them among the nations and scatter them among the countries. 24 For they did not practice My ordinances but rejected My statutes and profaned My Sabbaths, and their eyes were fixed on their fathers' idols. 25 I also gave them statutes that were not good and ordinances they could not live by. 26 When they made every firstborn pass through the fire, I defiled them through their gifts in order to devastate them so they would know that I am Yahweh.

				27 "Therefore, son of man, speak to the house of Israel, and tell them: This is what the Lord God says: In this way also your fathers blasphemed Me by committing treachery against Me: 28 When I brought them into the land that I sworebi to give them and they saw any high hill or leafy tree, they offered their sacrifices and presented their offensive offerings there. They also sent up their pleasing aromas and poured out their •drink offerings there. 29 So I asked them: What is this •high place you are going to? And it is called High Place to this day.

				30 "Therefore say to the house of Israel: This is what the Lord God says: Are you defiling yourselves the way your fathers did, and prostituting yourselves with their detestable things? 31 When you offer your gifts, making your children pass through the fire, you continue to defile yourselves with all your idols to this day. So should I be consulted by you, house of Israel? As I live" — this is the declaration of the Lord God —"I will not be consulted by you!

				

	

Israel's Restoration

				32 "When you say, 'Let us be like the nations, like the peoples of other countries, worshiping wood and stone,' what you have in mind will never happen. 33 As I live" — the declaration of the Lord God —"I will rule over you with a strong hand, an outstretched arm, and outpoured wrath. 34 I will bring you from the peoples and gather you from the countries where you were scattered, with a strong hand, an outstretched arm, and outpoured wrath. 35 I will lead you into the wilderness of the peoples and enter into judgment with you there face to face. 36 Just as I entered into judgment with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so I will enter into judgment with you." This is the declaration of the Lord God. 37 "I will make you pass under the rod and will bring you into the bond of the covenant. 38 And I will also purge you of those who rebel and transgress against Me. I will bring them out of the land where they live as foreign residents, but they will not enter the land of Israel. Then you will know that I am Yahweh.

				39 "As for you, house of Israel, this is what the Lord God says: Go and serve your idols, each of you. But afterward you will surely listen to Me, and you will no longer defile My holy name with your gifts and idols.40 For on My holy mountain, Israel's high mountain" — the declaration of the Lord God —"there the entire house of Israel, all of them, will serve Me in the land. There I will accept them and will require your contributions and choicest gifts, all your holy offerings. 41 When I bring you from the peoples and gather you from the countries where you have been scattered, I will accept you as a pleasing aroma. And I will demonstrate My holiness through you in the sight of the nations. 42 When I lead you into the land of Israel, the land I sworebj to give your fathers, you will know that I am Yahweh. 43 There you will remember your ways and all your deeds that you have defiled yourselves with, and you will loathe yourselves for all the evil things you have done.44 You will know that I am Yahweh, house of Israel, when I have dealt with you because of My name rather than according to your evil ways and corrupt acts." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				A Principle to Live By - Honoring God's Name

				[image: Getz0853.png]

				#19 As those who call ourselves Christians or Christ followers, we should live upright and godly lives in order to honor and glorify God's name. 

				Throughout the Old Testament story, God is jealous to protect His name. When He threatened to destroy the children of Israel and start over with Moses, He responded to Moses' plea not to damage His reputation among the nations (Ex 32:11-14). When Nathan the prophet informed David that his successor would build a temple for the Lord's name, David responded,

				And who is like Your people Israel? God came to one nation on earth in order to redeem a people for Himself, to make a name for Himself. (2Sm 7:23a; see also Ezk 36:21-23; 39:7.)

				When Jesus taught His disciples to pray, He extended this great truth into the New Testament. He transitioned from His covenant with Israel and laid the foundation for this new covenant that would impact all people, both Jews and Gentiles. Thus He began His prayer,

				Our Father in heaven, Your name be honored as holy. (Mt 6:9)

				As members of Christ's body, the church, we are always to bring glory to the Lord's holy name. Both Paul and Peter had this in mind when they wrote to New Testament Christians,

				Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for God's glory. (1Co 10:31)

				Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that in a case where they speak against you as those who do what is evil, they will, by observing your good works, glorify God on the day of visitation. (1Pt 2:12)  (See 1Pt #5:A Holy People.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways do some who identify themselves as followers of Jesus Christ bring reproach on the Lord's name—with their language, their daily attitudes and actions, and their overall lifestyle? (See Eph 4:25–5:5.) 

				

				

	

Fire in the South

				45 bk The word of the Lord came to me: 46 "Son of man, face the south and preach against it. Prophesy against the forest land in the •Negev, 47 and say to the forest there: Hear the word of the Lord! This is what the Lord God says: I am about to ignite a fire in you, and it will devour every green tree and every dry tree in you. The blazing flame will not be extinguished, and every face from the south to the north will be scorched by it. 48 Then all people will see that I, Yahweh, have kindled it. It will not be extinguished."

				49 Then I said,"Oh, Lord God, they are saying of me, 'Isn't he just posing riddles? '"

				

	

God's Sword of Judgment

				21bl The word of the Lord came to me again: 2 "Son of man, turn your face toward Jerusalem and preach against the sanctuaries. Prophesy against the land of Israel, 3 and say to it: This is what the Lord says: I am against you. I will draw My sword from its sheath and cut off both the righteous and the wicked from you. 4 Since I will cut offbm both the righteous and the wicked, My sword will therefore come out of its sheath against everyone from the south to the north. 5 So all the people will know that I, •Yahweh, have taken My sword from its sheath — it will not be sheathed again.

				6 "But you, son of man, groan! Groan bitterly with a broken heartbn right before their eyes. 7 And when they ask you, 'Why are you groaning?' then say: Because of the news that is coming. Every heart will melt, and every hand will become weak. Every spirit will be discouraged, and every knee will turn to water. Yes, it is coming and it will happen." This is the declaration of the Lord God.  (See Lk #44:Christ's Compassionate Love.)

				8 The word of the Lord came to me: 9 "Son of man, prophesy: This is what the Lord says! You are to proclaim:

				

				A sword! A sword is sharpened

				and also polished.

				10 It is sharpened for slaughter,

				polished to flash like lightning!

				Should we rejoice?

				The scepter of My son,

				the sword despises every tree.bo

				11 The sword is given to be polished,

				to be grasped in the hand.

				It is sharpened, and it is polished,

				to be put in the hand of the slayer.

				12 Cry out and wail, son of man,

				for it is against My people.

				It is against all the princes of Israel!

				They are given over to the sword with My people.

				Therefore strike your thigh in grief.

				13 Surely it will be a trial!

				And what if the sword despises even the 
scepter?

				The scepter will not continue.bp

				This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				

				14 Therefore, son of man, prophesy

				and clap your hands together.

				Let the sword strike two times, even three.

				It is a sword for massacre,

				a sword for great massacre —

				it surroundsbq them!

				15 I have appointed a sword for slaughterbr

				at all their gates,

				so that their hearts may melt

				and many may stumble.

				Yes! It is ready to flash like lightning;

				it is drawnbs for slaughter.

				16 Slash to the right;

				turn to the left —

				wherever your blade is directed.

				17 I also will clap My hands together,

				and I will satisfy My wrath.

				I, Yahweh, have spoken."

				

				18 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 19 "Now you, son of man, mark out two roads that the sword of Babylon's king can take. Both of them should originate from the same land. And make a signpost at the fork in the road to each city. 20 Mark out a road that the sword can take to Rabbah of the Ammonites and to Judah into fortified Jerusalem. 21 For the king of Babylon stands at the split in the road, at the fork of the two roads, to practice •divination: he shakes the arrows, consults the idols, and observes the liver. 22 The answer markedbt Jerusalem appears in his right hand, indicating that he should set up battering rams, give the order tobu slaughter, raise a battle cry, set battering rams against the gates, build a ramp, and construct a siege wall. 23 It will seem like false divination in the eyes of those who have sworn an oath to the Babylonians,bv but it will draw attention to their •guilt so that they will be captured.

				24 "Therefore, this is what the Lord God says: Because you have drawn attention to your guilt, exposing your transgressions, so that your sins are revealed in all your actions, since you have done this, you will be captured by them.

				

				25 And you, profane and wicked prince of Israel,

				the day has come

				for your punishment."bw

				

				26 This is what the Lord God says:

				

				Remove the turban, and take off the crown.

				Things will not remain as they are;bx

				exalt the lowly and bring down the exalted.

				27 A ruin, a ruin,

				I will make it a ruin!

				Yet this will not happen

				until He comes;

				I have given the judgment to Him.by

				

				28 "Now prophesy, son of man, and say: This is what the Lord God says concerning the Ammonites and their contempt. You are to proclaim:

				

				A sword! A sword

				is drawn for slaughter,

				polished to consume, to flash like lightning.

				29 While they offer false visions

				and lying divinations about you,

				the time has come to put you

				to the necks of the profane wicked ones;

				

				the day has come

				for your punishment.bz

				

				30 Return it to its sheath!

				

				I will judge you

				in the place where you were created,

				in the land of your origin.

				31 I will pour out My indignation on you;

				I will blow the fire of My fury on you.

				I will hand you over to brutal men,

				skilled at destruction.

				32 You will be fuel for the fire.

				Your blood will be spilled in the land.

				You will not be remembered,

				for I, Yahweh, have spoken."

				

	

Indictment of Sinful Jerusalem

				22 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 "As for you, son of man, will you pass judgment? Will you pass judgment against the city of blood? Then explain all her detestable practices to her. 3 You are to say: This is what the Lord God says: A city that sheds blood within her walls so that her time of judgment has come and who makes idols for herself so that she is defiled! 4 You are •guilty of the blood you have shed, and you are defiled from the idols you have made. You have brought your judgment days near and have come to your years of punishment. Therefore, I have made you a disgrace to the nations and a mockery to all the lands. 5 Those who are near and those far away from you will mock you, you infamous one full of turmoil.

				6 "Look, every prince of Israel within you has used his strength to shed blood. 7 Father and mother are treated with contempt, and the foreign resident is exploited within you. The fatherless and widow are oppressed in you. 8 You despise My holy things and profane My Sabbaths. 9 There are men within you who slander in order to shed blood. People who live in you eat at the mountain shrines; they commit immoral acts within you. 10 Men within you have sexual intercourse with their father's wife and violate women during their menstrual impurity. 11 One man within you commits a detestable act with his neighbor's wife; another wickedly defiles his daughter-in-law; and yet another violates his sister, his father's daughter. 12 People who live in you accept bribes in order to shed blood. You take interest and profit on a loan and brutally extort your neighbors. You have forgotten Me." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				A Principle to Live By - Always Remembering God

				#20 When studying the specific sins the Holy Spirit has enumerated in Scripture, we must remember that they emerge because of a foundational sin—forgetting God and who He is.

				[image: Getz0854.png]

				Ezekiel had been sharing parables to help his people understand why God's judgment was coming, but they complained that they were only hearing"riddles" (20:49). Consequently, God directed Ezekiel to become very specific—to enumerate their horrible sins, prefaced by the statement that 
the Lord had removed His"sword from its sheath" and"it will not be sheathed again" (21:5). Though He had in the past relented from judging Israel because of His great name (20:1-24; see Ex 32:11-14), He would not hold back this time. Furthermore, the root to all of their specific sins was that they had forgotten God (Ezk 22:12).  (See Hs #2:Our Knowledge of God.)

				The apostle Paul was not speaking in parables or riddles when he penned the opening chapter of Romans, which describes the depth of sin among all people who refuse"to acknowledge God." After outlining the precipitous slide into immorality (involving both heterosexual and homosexual sins—Rm 1:24-27), he then concluded with these powerful words:

				And because they did not think it worthwhile to acknowledge God, God delivered them over to a worthless mind to do what is morally wrong. They are filled with all unrighteousness, evil, greed, and wickedness. They are full of envy, murder, quarrels, deceit, and malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, arrogant, proud, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, and unmerciful. Although they know full well God's just sentence—that those who practice such things deserve to die—they not only do them, but even applaud others who practice them. (Rm 1:28-32)  (See Rm #3:Sin's Devastating Results.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways have we forgotten God today, leading to some of the same sins enumerated by both Ezekiel and Paul?

				

				13 "Now look, I clap My hands together against the dishonest profit you have made and against the blood shed among you. 14 Will your courage endure or your hands be strong in the days when I deal with you? I, •Yahweh, have spoken, and I will act. 15 I will disperse you among the nations and scatter you among the countries; I will purge your uncleanness. 16 You ca will be profaned in the sight of the nations. Then you will know that I am Yahweh."

				

	

Jerusalem as God's Furnace

				17 The word of the Lord came to me: 18 "Son of man, the house of Israel has become dross to Me. All of them are copper, tin, iron, and lead inside the furnace; they are the dross of silver. 19 Therefore, this is what the Lord God says: Because all of you have become dross, I am about to gather you into Jerusalem. 20 Just as one gathers silver, copper, iron, lead, and tin into the furnace to blow fire on them and melt them, so I will gather you in My anger and wrath, put you inside, and melt you. 21 Yes, I will gather you together and blow on you with the fire of My fury, and you will be melted within the city. 22 As silver is melted inside a furnace, so you will be melted inside the city. Then you will know that I, Yahweh, have poured out My wrath on you."

				

				

	

Indictment of a Sinful Land

				23 The word of the Lord came to me: 24 "Son of man, say to her: You are a land that has not been cleansed, that has not received rain in the day of indignation. 25 The conspiracy of her prophets within her is cb like a roaring lion tearing its prey: they devour people, seize wealth and valuables, and multiply the widows within her. 26 Her priests do violence to My instruction and profane My holy things. They make no distinction between the holy and the common, and they do not explain the difference between the •clean and the •unclean. They disregardcc My Sabbaths, and I am profaned among them.  (See Mal #2:Leadership Accountability.)

				27 "Her officials within her are like wolves tearing their prey, shedding blood, and destroying lives in order to make profit dishonestly. 28 Her prophets plaster with whitewash for them by seeing false visions and lying •divinations, and they say, 'This is what the Lord God says,' when the Lord has not spoken. 29 The people of the land have practiced extortion and committed robbery. They have oppressed the poor and needy and unlawfully exploited the foreign resident. 30 I searched for a man among them who would repair the wall and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land so that I might not destroy it, but I found no one. 31 So I have poured out My indignation on them and consumed them with the fire of My fury. I have brought their actions down on their own heads." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Patience 
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				#21 We are to live virtuous lives in our culture, trusting God to delay His judgment because of the church's righteous presence. 

				God is and always has been compassionate. He does not take pleasure in the death of the wicked (18:32). This was dramatically illustrated when He decided to bring judgment on the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. Regardless of their immoral and violent behavior, He promised to spare these people if there were only ten righteous people living in these cities. Sadly, they could not be found (Gn 18:22-33). Still more tragic, in Ezekiel's day God could not find even one righteous person living in Jerusalem—apparently Jeremiah no longer resided in the city. 

				One purpose for the church is to be a corporate witness in a world that consistently forgets God. Jesus taught these very convicting words:

				You are the light of the world. A city situated on a hill cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp and puts it under a basket, but rather on a lampstand, and it gives light for all who are in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
(Mt 5:14-16)  (See Mt #9:Fulfilling the Law.)

				Reflection and Response

				How should Peter's statements regarding God's patience impact the way we relate to unbelievers?  (See 2Pt #5:Looking for Christ's Return.)

				

				

	

The Two Immoral Sisters

				23 The word of the Lord came to me again: 2 "Son of man, there were two women, daughters of the same mother, 3 who acted like prostitutes in Egypt, behaving promiscuously in their youth. Their breasts were fondled there, and their virgin nipples caressed. 4 The older one was named Oholah, and her sister was Oholibah. They became Mine and gave birth to sons and daughters. As for their names, Oholah represents Samaria and Oholibah represents Jerusalem.

				5 "Oholah acted like a prostitute even though she was Mine. She lusted after her lovers, the Assyrians: warriors 6 dressed in blue, governors and prefects, all of them desirable young men, horsemen riding on steeds. 7 She offered her sexual favors to them; all of them were the elite of Assyria. She defiled herself with all those she lusted after and with all their idols. 8 She didn't give up her promiscuity that began in Egypt, when men slept with her in her youth, caressed her virgin nipples, and poured out their lust on her. 9 Therefore, I handed her over to her lovers, the Assyrians she lusted for. 10 They exposed her nakedness, seized her sons and daughters, and killed her with the sword. Since they executed judgment against her, she became notorious among women.

				11 "Now her sister Oholibah saw this, but she was even more depraved in her lust than Oholah, and made her promiscuous acts worse than those of her sister. 12 She lusted after the Assyrians: governors and prefects, warriors splendidly dressed, horsemen riding on steeds, all of them desirable young men. 13 And I saw that she had defiled herself; both of them had taken the same path. 14 But she increased her promiscuity when she saw male figures carved on the wall, images of the Chaldeans, engraved in vermilion, 15 wearing belts on their waists and flowing turbans on their heads; all of them looked like officers, a depiction of the Babylonians in Chaldea, the land of their birth. 16 At the sight of themcd she lusted after them and sent messengers to them in Chaldea. 17 Then the Babylonians came to her, to the bed of love, and defiled her with their lust. But after she was defiled by them, she turned away from them in disgust. 18 When she flaunted her promiscuity and exposed her nakedness, I turned away from her in disgust just as I turned away from her sister. 19 Yet she multiplied her acts of promiscuity, remembering the days of her youth when she acted like a prostitute in the land of Egypt 20 and lusted after their lovers, whose sexual members were like those of donkeys and whose emission was like that of stallions. 21 So you revisited the indecency of your youth, when the Egyptians caressed your nipples to enjoy your youthful breasts.

				22 "Therefore Oholibah, this is what the Lord God says: I am going to incite your lovers against you, those you turned away from in disgust. I will bring them against you from every side: 23 the Babylonians and all the Chaldeans; Pekod, Shoa, and Koa; and all the Assyrians with them — desirable young men, all of them governors and prefects, officers and administrators, all of them riding on horses. 24 They will come against you with an alliance of nations and with weapons, chariots, and ce wagons. They will set themselves against you on every side with shields, bucklers, and helmets. I will delegate judgment to them, and they will judge you by their own standards. 25 When I vent My jealous rage on you, they will deal with you in wrath. They will cut off your nose and ears, and your descendants will fall by the sword. They will seize your sons and daughters, and your descendants will be consumed by fire. 26 They will strip off your clothes and take your beautiful jewelry. 27 So I will put an end to your indecency and sexual immorality, which began in the land of Egypt, and you will not look longingly at them or remember Egypt anymore.

				28 "For this is what the Lord God says: I am going to hand you over to those you hate, to those you turned away from in disgust. 29 They will treat you with hatred, take all you have worked for, and leave you stark naked, so that the shame of your debauchery will be exposed, both your indecency and promiscuity. 30 These things will be done to you because you acted like a prostitute with the nations, defiling yourself with their idols. 31 You have followed the path of your sister, so I will put her cup in your hand."

				32 This is what the Lord God says:

				

				You will drink your sister's cup,

				which is deep and wide.

				You will be an object ofcf ridicule and scorn,

				for it holds so much.

				33 You will be filled with drunkenness and grief,

				with a cup of devastation and desolation,

				the cup of your sister Samaria.

				34 You will drink it and drain it;

				then you will gnaw its broken pieces,

				and tear your breasts.

				For I have spoken.

				This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				

				35 Therefore, this is what the Lord God says:"Because you have forgotten Me and cast Me behind your back, you must bear the consequences of your indecency and promiscuity."

				36 Then the Lord said to me:"Son of man, will you pass judgment against Oholah and Oholibah? Then declare their detestable practices to them.37 For they have committed adultery, and blood is on their hands; they have committed adultery with their idols. They have even made the children they bore to Me pass through the fire as food for the idols.38 They also did this to Me: they defiled My sanctuary on that same day and profaned My Sabbaths.39 On the same day they slaughtered their children for their idols, they entered My sanctuary to profane it. Yes, that is what they did inside My house.

				40 "In addition, they sent for men who came from far away when a messenger was dispatched to them. And look how they came! You bathed, painted your eyes, and adorned yourself with jewelry for them. 41 You sat on a luxurious couch with a table spread before it, on which you had set My incense and oil. 42 The sound of a carefree crowd was there. Drunkardscg from the desert were brought in, along with common men. They put bracelets on the women's hands and beautiful crowns on their heads. 43 Then I said concerning this woman worn out by adultery: Will they now have illicit sex with her, even her? 44 Yet they had sex with her as one does with a prostitute. This is how they had sex with Oholah and Oholibah, those obscene women. 45 But righteous men will judge them the way adulteresses and those who shed blood are judged, for they are adulteresses and blood is on their hands.

				46 "This is what the Lord God says: Summonch an assembly against them and consign them to terror and plunder.47 The assembly will stone them and cut them down with their swords. They will kill their sons and daughters and burn their houses with fire. 48 So I will put an end to indecency in the land, and all the women will be admonished not to imitate your indecent behavior. 49 They will repay you for your indecency, and you will bear the consequences for your sins of idolatry. Then you will know that I am the Lord •Yahweh."

				A Principle to Live By - Overcoming Temptation
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				#22 When tempted to do evil, we must be committed to choosing God's way of escape so that we will not walk the same sinful paths of those who've gone before us.

				The Lord instructed Ezekiel to use another parable, one so clearly explained that the remnant could never call it a riddle (20:49). Ezekiel identified two immoral sisters as Oholah and Oholibah, who represented Samaria (the northern tribes) and Judah and Jerusalem (23:4). Though Oholibah (Judah) had seen what Oholah (Samaria) had done and the judgment that followed, she proceeded to engage in"promiscuous acts worse than those of her sister" 
(v. 11). She ignored the warnings and refused to choose the right path, the way of escape. 

				Like the parable of the adulterous wife (chap. 16), this parable is based on graphic sexual symbolism that Israel quickly understood. This kind of language and behavior had been a part of their own lifestyle for centuries.  (Review Ezk #15: Christ's Bride)

				As Ezekiel concluded this parable, he interpreted the symbolism. The literal immorality and indecencies Ezekiel described also stood for the egregious way both Israel and Judah have been unfaithful to God's laws. Their sins included idolatry, child sacrifice, violating the Sabbath, profaning the temple, and committing hideous murders. God judges such sins.

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to ignore the way of escape God has provided when it comes to avoiding the sins of our ancestors, both biblically and in our own personal history?  (See 1Co #22:Lessons from Scripture.)

				

				

	

Parable of the Boiling Pot

				24 The word of the Lord came to me in the ninth year, in the tenth month, on the tenth day of the month: 2 "Son of man, write down today's date, this very day. The king of Babylon has laid siege to Jerusalem this very day.3 Now speak a parable to the rebellious house. Tell them: This is what the Lord God says:

				

				Put the pot on the fire —

				put it on,

				and then pour water into it!

				4 Place the pieces of meat in it,

				every good piece —

				thigh and shoulder.

				Fill it with choice bones.

				5 Take the choicest of the flock

				and also pile up the fuelci under it.

				Bring it to a boil

				and cook the bones in it."

				

				6 Therefore, this is what the Lord God says:

				

				Woe to the city of bloodshed,

				the pot that has rust inside it,

				and whose rust will not come off!

				Empty it piece by piece;

				lots should not be cast for its contents.

				7 For the blood she shedcj is still within her.

				She put it out on the bare rock;

				she didn't pour it on the ground

				to cover it with dust.

				

				8 In order to stir up wrath and take vengeance,

				I have put her blood on the bare rock,

				so that it would not be covered.

				

				9 Therefore, this is what the Lord God says:

				

				Woe to the city of bloodshed!

				I Myself will make the pile of kindling large.

				10 Pile on the logs and kindle the fire!

				Cook the meat well

				and mix in the spices! ck, cl

				Let the bones be burned!

				11 Set the empty pot on its coals

				so that it becomes hot and its copper glows.

				Then its impurity will melt inside it;

				its rust will be consumed.

				12 It has frustrated every effort;cm

				its thick rust will not come off.

				Into the fire with its rust!

				13 Because of the indecency of your 
uncleanness —

				since I tried to purify you,

				but you would not be purified from your 
uncleanness —

				you will not be pure again

				until I have satisfied My wrath on you.

				14 I, •Yahweh, have spoken.

				It is coming, and I will do it!

				I will not refrain, I will not show pity,

				and I will not relent.

				I cn will judge you

				according to your ways and deeds.

				This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Do Not Murder
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				#23 We should use every legitimate channel to speak out against taking innocent lives. 

				Though God was displeased with all of Israel's sin, He was particularly offended by their wickedness in shedding innocent blood (7:22-23; 9:9; 20:31; 22:27; 24:9). 

				Today, many cultures of the world are guilty of a major sin: aborting life in the womb. In God's sight, this is shedding innocent blood. This is just as evil as sacrificing children to the pagan idols in the temple in Jerusalem. Today, our idols are selfishness and lack of moral restraint.  (See Lk #3:Life at Conception.)

				When it comes to children, Jesus set the moral standard high. On one occasion when He was teaching, He established once and for all how He viewed a child's life:

				But whoever causes the downfall of one of these little ones who believe in Me—it would be better for him if a heavy millstone were hung around his neck and he were drowned in the depths of the sea! (Mt 18:6; cp. Mt 19:14.) 

				When people take the life of little ones in the womb, how long will God withhold His judgment?

				Reflection and Response

				Though we are limited to what we can do legitimately, what are some of the things we can do to curtail this murderous activity?

				

				

	

The Death of Ezekiel's Wife: A Sign

				15 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 16 "Son of man, I am about to take the delight of your eyes away from you with a fatal blow. But you must not lament or weep or let your tears flow.17 Groan quietly; do not observe mourning rites for the dead. Put on your turban and strap your sandals on your feet; do not cover your mustache or eat the bread of mourners."co

				18 I spoke to the people in the morning, and my wife died in the evening. The next morning I did just as I was commanded. 19 Then the people asked me,"Won't you tell us what these things you are doing mean for us?"

				20 So I answered them:"The word of the Lord came to me: 21 'Say to the house of Israel: This is what the Lord God says: I am about to desecrate My sanctuary, the pride of your power, the delight of your eyes, and the desire of your heart. Also, the sons and daughters you left behind will fall by the sword. 22 Then you will do just as I have done: You will not cover your mustache or eat the bread of mourners.cp 23 Your turbans will remain on your heads and your sandals on your feet. You will not lament or weep but will waste away because of your sins and will groan to one another. 24 Now Ezekiel will be a sign for you. You will do everything that he has done. When this happens, you will know that I am the Lord Yahweh.

				25 " 'Son of man, know that on the day I take their stronghold from them, their pride and joy, the delight of their eyes and the longing of their hearts, as well as their sons and daughters, 26 on that day a fugitive will come to you and report the news.27 On that day your mouth will be opened to talk with him; you will speak and no longer be mute. So you will be a sign for them, and they will know that I am Yahweh.'"

				A Principle to Live By - God's Ultimate Purposes
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				#24 In times of personal tragedy, we must draw on God's supernatural strength to understand His purpose in our lives and to experience His love and grace more deeply.

				This was a terrible moment in Ezekiel's life. It appears that his wife suddenly became ill and died (v. 16). Rather than engaging in all of the visible signs of mourning that was a customary part of this culture (tearing his clothing and putting on sackcloth—2Sm 3:31; putting dust and ashes on his head—1Sm 4:12; and hiring professional mourners—Am 5:16), Ezekiel was to"groan quietly" (Ezk 24:17).

				What was even more difficult for this faithful prophet, God used this sad event to illustrate that Jerusalem would soon be gone, along with the temple (v. 25). And like Ezekiel, those who were already in Babylonian captivity were to"groan to one another" (v. 23)—no doubt lest they make matters worse in their already difficult situation. 

				Ezekiel's experience is admittedly unique in biblical history. Yet, we all face unexplained tragedies. Naturally, we grieve. But, as Paul has noted, we do not grieve like those"who have no hope" (1Th 4:13). Furthermore, by faith we can know there is purpose in our suffering that may be unexplainable on this earth but that will be made clear in eternity. 

				Reflection and Response

				How does Ezekiel's personal tragedy relate to Rm 8:28?  (See Gn #70:Understanding God's Purpose.)

				

				Prophecies Against the Nations

				

	

Judgment against Ammon

				25 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 2 "Son of man, turn your face toward the Ammonites and prophesy against them.3 Say to the Ammonites: Hear the word of the Lord God: This is what the Lord God says: Because you said, 'Good!' about My sanctuary when it was desecrated, about the land of Israel when it was laid waste, and about the house of Judah when they went into exile, 4 therefore I am about to give you to the people of the east as a possession. They will set up their encampments and pitch their tents among you. They will eat your fruit and drink your milk. 5 I will make Rabbah a pasture for camels and Ammon a sheepfold. Then you will know that I am •Yahweh."

				6 For this is what the Lord God says:"Because you clapped your hands, stamped your feet, and rejoiced over the land of Israel with wholehearted contempt, 7 therefore I am about to stretch out My hand against you and give you as plunder to the nations. I will cut you off from the peoples and eliminate you from the countries. I will destroy you, and you will know that I am Yahweh."

				

	

Judgment against Moab

				8 This is what the Lord God says:"Because Moab and Seir said, 'Look, the house of Judah is like all the other nations,' 9 therefore I am about to expose Moab's flank beginning with itscq frontier cities, the pride of the land: Beth-jeshimoth, Baal-meon, and Kiriathaim. 10 I will give it along with Ammon to the people of the east as a possession, so that Ammon will not be remembered among the nations. 11 So I will execute judgments against Moab, and they will know that I am Yahweh."

				A Principle to Live By - Making Right Choices
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				#25 We are to make right decisions, understanding that wrong choices can lead to serious if not lethal consequences.

				Lot made an unfortunate decision when he chose to live near Sodom and Gomorrah. Furthermore, following God's judgment on these two wicked cities, his two daughters made wrong choices when they connived against their father in order to get pregnant and to preserve the family name. They"got their father to drink wine" and engaged him in sexual intercourse (Gn 19:33-34). As a result, they conceived two boys, Moab and Ammon, who in turn gave birth to the Moabites and the Ammonites (Gn 19:37-38).  (See Gn #30:Sin's Consequences.)

				These two people groups became well-known for their idolatrous behavior (1Kg 11:7,33), their cruel actions (Am 1:13), and their arrogance (Zph 2:9-10). Predictably, they became bitter enemies of the children of Israel (Dt 23:3-4; Jdg 3:13; 1Sm 11:1-2; 2Sm 10:1-4; 2Kg 24:2; Neh 4:3,7-8). Though God on occasion used the Ammonites and the Moabites to punish Israel for their sins, God did not overlook their malice toward His people. Consequently, neither exists any longer.

				One of the results of wrong decisions among believers is the destructive effects of guilt. Lot knew he had made a seriously wrong choice when he lived in Sodom. Day after day, he knew he was out of God's will and that his family was being impacted by the terrible immorality that permeated the environment. Peter wrote,

				For as he lived among them, that righteous man tormented himself day by day with the lawless deeds he saw and heard. (2Pt 2:8)  (See Gn #20:Inappropriate Fellowship.)

				Lot's most horrible price, however, was to see his immediate family deteriorate morally and his descendants become idolaters and enemies of God's chosen people.

				Reflection and Response

				In terms of our own culture, what is the most significant lesson we can learn from God's judgment that fell on the Ammonites and Moabites?

				

				

	

Judgment against Edom

				12 This is what the Lord God says:"Because Edom acted vengefully against the house of Judah and incurred grievous •guilt by taking revenge on them, 13 therefore this is what the Lord God says: I will stretch out My hand against Edom and cut off both man and animal from it. I will make it a wasteland; they will fall by the sword from Teman to Dedan. 14 I will take My vengeance on Edom through My people Israel, and they will deal with Edom according to My anger and wrath. So they will know My vengeance." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				

	

Judgment against Philistia

				15 This is what the Lord God says:"Because the Philistines acted in vengeance and took revenge with deep contempt, destroying because of their ancient hatred, 16 therefore this is what the Lord God says: I am about to stretch out My hand against the Philistines, cutting off the Cherethites and wiping out what remains of the coastal peoples.cr 17 I will execute great vengeance against them with furious rebukes. They will know that I am Yahweh when I take My vengeance on them."

				A Principle to Live By - Avoiding Vengeance
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				#26 We are never to allow jealousy and bitterness to take root in our hearts. 

				To understand Ezekiel's reference to Edom (vv. 12-14), we need to review the story of Esau and Jacob, sons of Isaac and Rebekah. Esau was the firstborn, but because of his sensual nature, he sold his birthright to his younger brother and lost his inheritance. Later, Jacob deceived him and stole his father's blessing.  (See Gn #38:Selfish Attitudes and Actions.)

				Eventually Esau made peace with Jacob, but Esau's descendants, the Edomites, perpetuated the enmity. They inflicted cruelty on Israel (Am 1:11-12) and, as Ezekiel stated,"acted vengefully against the house of Judah and incurred grievous guilt by taking revenge on them" (Ezk 25:12). 

				Because of their vengeful actions against the Israelites, God poured out His judgment both on the Edomites and on the Philistines. Edom was eventually absorbed into the Jewish state during the Maccabean Revolt, and the Philistines disappeared as a separate people. 

				The author of Hebrews used Esau and his descendants to warn all of us to be on guard against yielding to sensual temptation and the bitterness that can spring from it:

				Pursue peace with everyone, and holiness—without it no one will see the Lord. Make sure that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no root of bitterness springs up, causing trouble and by it, defiling many. And make sure that there isn't any immoral or irreverent person like Esau, who sold his birthright in exchange for one meal. For you know that later, when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected because he didn't find any opportunity for repentance, though he sought it with tears. (Heb 12:14-17) 

				Though God sovereignly chose the line of Jacob to bring eternal hope to all mankind, we must never resent this divine choice. Rather, we should thank God that as those"without hope and without God in the world," we Gentiles"have been brought near by the blood of the Messiah" (Eph 2:12-13).

				Reflection and Response

				Why is bitterness in itself a serious problem in the lives of both Christians and non-Christians?  (See Gn #7:Sinful Anger.)

				

				

	

The Downfall of Tyre

				26 In the eleventh year, on the first day of the month, the word of the Lord came to me: 2 "Son of man, because Tyre said about Jerusalem, 'Good! The gateway to the peoples is shattered. She has been turned over to me. I will be filled now that she lies in ruins,' 3 therefore this is what the Lord God says: See, I am against you, Tyre! I will raise up many nations against you, just as the sea raises its waves. 4 They will destroy the walls of Tyre and demolish her towers. I will scrape the soil from her and turn her into a bare rock. 5 She will become a place in the sea to spread nets, for I have spoken." This is the declaration of the Lord God."She will become plunder for the nations,6 and her villages on the mainland will be slaughtered by the sword. Then they will know that I am •Yahweh."

				7 For this is what the Lord God says:"See, I am about to bring King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, king of kings, against Tyre from the north with horses, chariots, cavalry, and a vast company of troops. 8 He will slaughter your villages on the mainland with the sword. He will set up siege works against you, and will build a rampcs and raise a wall of shields against you. 9 He will direct the blows of his battering rams against your walls and tear down your towers with his iron tools. 10 His horses will be so numerous that their dust will cover you. When he enters your gates as an army entering a breached city, your walls will shake from the noise of cavalry, wagons, and chariots. 11 He will trample all your streets with the hooves of his horses. He will slaughter your people with the sword, and your mighty pillars will fall to the ground. 12 They will take your wealth as spoil and plunder your merchandise. They will also demolish your walls and tear down your beautiful homes. Then they will throw your stones, timber, and soil into the water. 13 I will put an end to the noise of your songs, and the sound of your lyres will no longer be heard. 14 I will turn you into a bare rock, and you will be a place to spread nets. You will never be rebuilt, for I, Yahweh, have spoken." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				15 This is what the Lord God says to Tyre:"Won't the coasts and islands quake at the sound of your downfall, when the wounded groan and slaughter occurs within you? 16 All the princes of the sea will descend from their thrones, remove their robes, and strip off their embroidered garments. They will clothe themselves with trembling; they will sit on the ground, tremble continually, and be appalled at you. 17 Then they will lament for you and say of you:

				

				How you have perished, city of renown,

				you who were populated from the seas! ct

				She who was powerful on the sea,

				she and all of her inhabitants

				inflicted their terror.cu

				18 Now the coastlands tremble

				on the day of your downfall;

				the islands in the sea

				are alarmed by your demise."

				

				19 For this is what the Lord God says:"When I make you a ruined city like other deserted cities, when I raise up the deep against you so that the mighty waters cover you, 20 then I will bring you down to be with those who descend to the •Pit, to the people of antiquity. I will make you dwell in the underworldcv like cw the ancient ruins, with those who descend to the Pit, so that you will no longer be inhabited or display your splendor cx in the land of the living. 21 I will make you an object of horror, and you will no longer exist. You will be sought but will never be found again." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				

	

The Sinking of Tyre

				27 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 "Now, son of man, lament for Tyre.3 Say to Tyre, who is located at the entrance of the sea, merchant of the peoples to many coasts and islands: This is what the Lord God says:

				

				Tyre, you declared,

				'I am perfect in beauty.'

				4 Your realm was in the heart of the sea;

				your builders perfected your beauty.

				5 They constructed all your planking

				with pine trees from Senir.

				They took a cedar from Lebanon

				to make a mast for you.

				6 They made your oars of oaks from Bashan.

				They made your deck of cypress wood

				from the coasts of Cyprus,

				inlaid with ivory.

				7 Your sail was made of

				fine embroidered linen from Egypt,

				and served as your banner.

				Your awning was of blue and purple fabric

				from the coasts of Elishah.

				8 The inhabitants of Sidon and Arvad

				were your rowers.

				Your wise men were within you, Tyre;

				they were your captains.

				9 The elders of Gebal and its wise men

				were within you, repairing your leaks.

				

				All the ships of the sea and their sailors

				came tocy you to barter for your goods.

				10 Men of Persia, Lud, and Put

				were in your army, serving as your warriors.

				They hung shields and helmets in you;

				they gave you splendor.

				11 Men of Arvad and Helech

				were stationed on your walls all around,

				and Gammadites were in your towers.

				They hung their shieldscz all around your walls;

				they perfected your beauty.

				

				12 "Tarshish was your trading partner because of your great wealth of every kind. They exchanged silver, iron, tin, and lead for your merchandise. 13 Javan, Tubal, and Meshech were your merchants. They exchanged slavesda and bronze utensils for your goods. 14 Those from Beth-togarmah exchanged horses, war horses, and mules for your merchandise. 15 Men of Dedan db were also your merchants; many coasts and islands were your regular markets. They brought back ivory tusks and ebony as your payment. 16 Aram dc was your trading partner because of your numerous products. They exchanged turquoise,dd purple and embroidered cloth, fine linen, coral,de and rubiesdf for your merchandise. 17 Judah and the land of Israel were your merchants. They exchanged wheat from Minnith, meal,dg honey, oil, and balm, for your goods. 18 Damascus was also your trading partner because of your numerous products and your great wealth of every kind, trading in wine from Helbon and white wool.dh 19 Vedandi and Javan from Uzaldj dealt in your merchandise; wrought iron, cassia, and aromatic cane were exchanged for your goods. 20 Dedan was your merchant in saddlecloths for riding. 21 Arabia and all the princes of Kedar were your businessdk partners, trading with you in lambs, rams, and goats. 22 The merchants of Sheba and Raamah traded with you. They exchanged gold, the best of all spices, and all kinds of precious stones for your merchandise. 23 Haran, Canneh, Eden, the merchants of Sheba, Asshur, and Chilmad traded with you. 24 They were your merchants in choice garments, cloaks of blue and embroidered materials, and multicolored carpets,dl which were bound and secured with cords in your marketplace. 25 Ships of Tarshish were the carriers for your goods.

				

				So you became full and heavily loadeddm

				in the heart of the sea.

				26 Your rowers have brought you

				onto the high seas,

				but the east wind has shattered you

				in the heart of the sea.

				27 Your wealth, merchandise, and goods,

				your sailors and captains,

				those who repair your leaks,

				those who barter for your goods,

				and all the warriors within you,

				with all the other people on board,dn

				sink into the heart of the sea

				on the day of your downfall.

				

				28 The countryside shakes

				at the sound of your sailors' cries.

				29 All those who handle an oar

				disembark from their ships.

				The sailors and all the captains of the sea

				stand on the shore.

				30 They raise their voices over you

				and cry out bitterly.

				They throw dust on their heads;

				they roll in ashes.

				31 They shave their heads because of you

				and wrap themselves in •sackcloth.

				They weep over you

				with deep anguish and bitter mourning.

				

				32 In their wailing they lament for you,

				mourning over you:

				Who was like Tyre,

				silenceddo in the middle of the sea?

				33 When your merchandise was unloaded from the seas,

				you satisfied many peoples.

				You enriched the kings of the earth

				with your abundant wealth and goods.

				34 Now you are shattered by the sea

				in the depths of the waters;

				your goods and the people within you

				have gone down.

				35 All the inhabitants of the coasts and islands

				are appalled at you.

				Their kings shudder with fear;

				their faces are contorted.

				36 Those who trade among the peoples

				mockdp you;

				you have become an object of horror

				and will never exist again."

				

	

The Fall of Tyre's Ruler

				28 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 "Son of man, say to the ruler of Tyre: This is what the Lord God says:

				

				Yourdq heart is proud,

				and you have said, 'I am a god;

				I sit in the seat of gods

				in the heart of the sea.'

				Yet you are a man and not a god,

				though you have regarded your heart

				as that of a god.

				3 Yes, you are wiser than Daniel;

				no secret is hidden from you!

				4 By your wisdom and understanding

				you have acquired wealth for yourself.

				You have acquired gold and silver

				for your treasuries.

				5 By your great skill in trading

				you have increased your wealth,

				but your heart has become proud

				because of your wealth."

				

				6 Therefore this is what the Lord God says:

				

				Because you regard your heart as that of a god,

				7 I am about to bring strangers against you,

				ruthless men from the nations.

				They will draw their swords

				against your magnificent wisdom

				and will defile your splendor.

				8 They will bring you down to the •Pit,

				and you will die a violent death

				in the heart of the sea.

				9 Will you still say, 'I am a god,'

				in the presence of those who kill dr you?

				Yet you will be only a man, not a god,

				in the hands of those who kill you.

				10 You will die the death of the uncircumcised

				at the hands of strangers.

				For I have spoken.

				This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				

	

A Lament for Tyre's King

				11 The word of the Lord came to me: 12 "Son of man, lament for the king of Tyre and say to him: This is what the Lord God says:

				

				You were the sealds of perfection,dt

				full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.

				13 You were in Eden, the garden of God.

				

				Every kind of precious stone covered you:

				carnelian, topaz, and diamond,du

				beryl, onyx, and jasper,

				sapphire,dv turquoisedw and emerald.dx

				Your mountings and settings were crafted in gold;

				they were prepared on the day you were created.

				14 You were an anointed guardian cherub,

				fordy I had appointed you.

				You were on the holy mountain of God;

				you walked among the fiery stones.

				15 From the day you were created

				you were blameless in your ways

				until wickedness was found in you.

				16 Through the abundance of your trade,

				you were filled with violence, and you sinned.

				So I expelled you in disgrace

				from the mountain of God,

				and banished you, guardian cherub,dz

				from among the fiery stones.

				17 Your heart became proud because of your 
beauty;

				For the sake of your splendor

				you corrupted your wisdom.

				So I threw you down to the earth;

				I made you a spectacle before kings.

				18 You profaned your sanctuaries

				by the magnitude of your iniquities

				in your dishonest trade.

				So I made fire come from within you,

				and it consumed you.

				I reduced you to ashes on the ground

				in the sight of everyone watching you.

				19 All those who know you among the nations

				are appalled at you.

				You have become an object of horror

				and will never exist again."

				A Principle to Live By - Satanic Influence

				[image: Getz0861.png]

				#27 We are to pray regularly for those who rule the countries of the world, asking God specifically that they'll not be deceived by Satan.

				When we observe God's judgment on Tyre as well as on Egypt and Babylon, it becomes very clear that God abhors prideful and self-serving behavior. Invariably, arrogance first appears among those who rule. The king of Tyre thought of himself as"a god" (28:2). He took credit for the city's affluence.

				Nebuchadnezzar besieged Tyre but never conquered the fortress offshore. Alexander the Great finally succeeded by building a causeway and at the same time attacking from the sea. As predicted by Ezekiel, Tyre disappeared into the ocean.

				Ezekiel alludes to the king of Tyre's association with what appears to be a supernatural personality (28:1-13,17). Could it be that this egotistical king was actually controlled by Satan—or at least by one of his evil emissaries?  (See Dn #16:The Armor of God.)

				Reflection and Response

				Is it possible that Satan has assigned his evil cohorts (demons) to influence various world leaders today? If so, how should this impact our prayers for our government leaders?  (See Jr #28:Government Leaders.)

				

				

	

A Prophecy against Sidon

				20 The word of the Lord came to me: 21 "Son of man, turn your face toward Sidon and prophesy against it. 22 You are to say: This is what the Lord God says:

				

				Look! I am against you, Sidon,

				and I will display My glory within you.

				They will know that I am Yahweh

				when I execute judgments against her

				and demonstrate My holiness through her.

				23 I will send a plague against her

				and bloodshed in her streets;

				the slain will fall within her,

				while the sword is against herea on every side.

				Then they will know that I am Yahweh.

				

				24 "The house of Israel will no longer be hurt byeb prickly briers or painful thorns from all their neighbors who treat them with contempt. Then they will know that I am the Lord Yahweh.

				25 "This is what the Lord God says: When I gather the house of Israel from the peoples where they are scattered and demonstrate My holiness through them in the sight of the nations, then they will live in their own land, which I gave to My servant Jacob. 26 They will live there securely, build houses, and plant vineyards. They will live securely when I execute judgments against all their neighbors who treat them with contempt. Then they will know that I am the Lord their God."

				

	

A Prophecy of Egypt's Ruin

				29 In the tenth year, in the tenth month on the twelfth day of the month, the word of the Lord came to me: 2 "Son of man, turn your face toward Pharaoh king of Egypt and prophesy against him and against all of Egypt. 3 Speak to him and say: This is what the Lord God says:

				

				Look, I am against you, Pharaoh king of Egypt,

				the great monsterec lying in the middle of his Nile,

				who says, 'My Nile is my own;

				I made it for myself.'  (See Jr #40:The Power of Pride.)

				4 I will put hooks in your jaws

				and make the fish of your streams

				cling to your scales.

				I will haul you up

				from the middle of your Nile,

				and all the fish of your streams

				will cling to your scales.

				5 I will leave you in the desert,

				you and all the fish of your streams.

				You will fall on the open ground

				and will not be taken away

				or gathered for burial.

				I have given you

				to the beasts of the earth

				and the birds of the sky as food.

				

				6 Then all the inhabitants of Egypt

				will know that I am •Yahweh,

				for they ed have been a staff made of reed

				to the house of Israel.

				7 When Israel grasped you by the hand,

				you splintered, tearing all their shoulders;

				when they leaned on you,

				you shattered and made all their hips unsteady. ee

				

				8 "Therefore this is what the Lord God says: I am going to bring a sword against you and wipe out man and animal from you. 9 The land of Egypt will be a desolate ruin. Then they will know that I am Yahweh. Because you ef said, 'The Nile is my own; I made it,' 10 therefore, I am against you and your Nile. I will turn the land of Egypt into ruins, a desolate waste from Migdol to Syene, as far as the border of •Cush. 11 No human foot will pass through it, and no animal foot will pass through it. It will be uninhabited for 40 years. 12 I will make the land of Egypt a desolation amongeg desolate lands, and its cities will be a desolation amongeh ruined cities for 40 years. I will disperse the Egyptians among the nations and scatter them across the countries.  (See Is #17:Prophetic Fulfillment.)

				13 "For this is what the Lord God says: At the end of 40 years I will gather the Egyptians from the nations where they were dispersed. 14 I will restore the fortunes of Egypt and bring them back to the land of Pathros, the land of their origin. There they will be a lowly kingdom. 15 Egypt will be the lowliest of kingdoms and will never again exalt itself over the nations. I will make them so small they cannot rule over the nations. 16 It will never again be an object of trust for the house of Israel, drawing attention to their sin of turning to the Egyptians. Then they will know that I am the Lord Yahweh."

				

	

Babylon Receives Egypt as Compensation

				17 In the twenty-seventh year in the first month, on the first day of the month, the word of the Lord came to me: 18 "Son of man, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon made his army labor strenuously against Tyre. Every head was made bald and every shoulder chafed, but he and his army received no compensation from Tyre for the labor he expended against it. 19 Therefore this is what the Lord God says: I am going to give the land of Egypt to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, who will carry off its wealth, seizing its spoil and taking its plunder. This will be his army's compensation. 20 I have given him the land of Egypt as the pay he labored for, since they worked for Me." This is the declaration of the Lord God. 21 "In that day I will cause a •horn to sprout for the house of Israel, and I will enable you to speak out among them. Then they will know that I am Yahweh."

				

	

Egypt's Doom

				30 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 "Son of man, prophesy and say: This is what the Lord God says:

				

				Wail: Woe for the day!

				3 For a day is near;

				a day belonging to the Lord is near.

				It will be a day of clouds,

				a time of doom for the nations.

				4 A sword will come against Egypt,

				and there will be anguish in •Cush

				when the slain fall in Egypt,

				and its wealth is taken away,

				and its foundations are torn down.

				5 Cush, Put, and Lud,

				and all the various foreign troops,ei

				plus Libyaej and the men of the covenant land

				will fall by the sword along with them.

				6 This is what the Lord says:

				Those who support Egypt will fall,

				and its proud strength will collapse.

				From Migdol to Syene

				they will fall within it by the sword.

				This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				7 They will be desolate

				amongek desolate lands,

				and their cities will lie

				among ruinedel cities.

				8 They will know that I am •Yahweh

				when I set fire to Egypt

				and all its allies are shattered.

				

				9 On that day, messengers will go out from Me in ships to terrify confident Cush. Anguish will come over them on the day of Egypt's doom. For indeed it is coming."

				10 This is what the Lord God says:

				

				I will put an end to the hordesem of Egypt

				by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon.

				11 He along with his people,

				ruthless men from the nations,

				will be brought in to destroy the land.

				They will draw their swords against Egypt

				and fill the land with the slain.

				12 I will make the streams dry

				and sell the land into the hands of evil men.

				I will bring desolation

				on the land and everything in it

				by the hands of foreigners.

				I, Yahweh, have spoken.

				

				13 This is what the Lord God says:

				

				I will destroy the idols and put an end

				to the false gods in Memphis.

				There will no longer be

				a prince from the land of Egypt.

				So I will instill fear in that land.

				14 I will make Pathros desolate,

				set fire to Zoan,

				and execute judgments on Thebes.

				15 I will pour out My wrath on Pelusium,

				the stronghold of Egypt,

				and will wipe out the crowdsen of Thebes.

				16 I will set fire to Egypt;

				Pelusium will writhe in anguish,

				

				Thebes will be breached,

				and Memphis will face foes in broad daylight.eo

				17 The young men of On ep and Pi-beseth

				will fall by the sword,

				and those citieseq will go into captivity.

				18 The day will be dark er in Tehaphnehes,

				when I break the yoke of Egypt there

				and its proud strength

				comes to an end in the city.

				A cloud will cover Tehaphnehes,es

				and its villages will go into captivity.

				19 So I will execute judgments against Egypt,

				and they will know that I am Yahweh.

				

	

Pharaoh's Power Broken

				20 In the eleventh year, in the first month, on the seventh day of the month, the word of the Lord came to me: 21 "Son of man, I have broken the arm of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Look, it has not been bandaged — no medicine has been applied and no splint put on to bandage it so that it can grow strong enough to handle a sword. 22 Therefore this is what the Lord God says: Look! I am against Pharaoh king of Egypt. I will break his arms, both the strong one and the one already broken, and will make the sword fall from his hand. 23 I will disperse the Egyptians among the nations and scatter them among the countries. 24 I will strengthen the arms of Babylon's king and place My sword in his hand. But I will break the arms of Pharaoh, and he will groan before him as a mortally wounded man. 25 I will strengthen the arms of Babylon's king, but Pharaoh's arms will fall. They will know that I am Yahweh when I place My sword in the hand of Babylon's king and he wields it against the land of Egypt. 26 When I disperse the Egyptians among the nations and scatter them among the countries, they will know that I am Yahweh."

				

	

Downfall of Egypt and Assyria

				31 In the eleventh year, in the third month, on the first day of the month, the word of the Lord came to me: 2 "Son of man, say to Pharaoh king of Egypt and to his hordes:

				

				Who are you like in your greatness?

				3 Think of Assyria, a cedar in Lebanon,

				with beautiful branches and shady foliage

				and of lofty height.

				Its top was among the clouds.et

				4 The waters caused it to grow;

				the underground springs made it tall,

				directing their rivers all around

				the place where the tree was planted

				and sending their channels

				to all the trees of the field.

				5 Therefore the cedar became greater in height

				than all the trees of the field.

				Its branches multiplied,

				and its boughs grew long

				as it spread them out

				because of the plentiful water.

				6 All the birds of the sky

				nested in its branches,

				and all the animals of the field

				gave birth beneath its boughs;

				all the great nations lived in its shade.

				7 It was beautiful in its greatness,

				in the length of its limbs,

				for its roots extended to abundant water.

				8 The cedars in God's garden could not rival it;

				the pine trees couldn't compare with its branches,

				nor could the plane trees match its boughs.

				No tree in the garden of God

				could compare with it in beauty.

				9 I made it beautiful with its many limbs,

				and all the trees of Eden,

				which were in God's garden, envied it.

				

				10 "Therefore this is what the Lord God says: Since it eu became great in height and set its top among the clouds,ev and itew grew proud on account of its height, 11 I determined to hand it over to a ruler of nations; he would surely deal with it. I banished it because of its wickedness. 12 Foreigners, ruthless men from the nations, cut it down and left it lying. Its limbs fell on the mountains and in every valley; its boughs lay broken in all the earth's ravines. All the peoples of the earth left its shade and abandoned it. 13 All the birds of the sky nested on its fallen trunk, and all the animals of the field were among its boughs. 14 This happened so that no trees planted beside water would become great in height and set their tops among the clouds,ex and so that no other well-watered trees would reach them in height. For they have all been consigned to death, to the underworld, among the •people who descend to the •Pit.

				15 "This is what the Lord God says: I caused grieving on the day the cedar went down to •Sheol. I closed off the underground deep because of it:ey I held back the rivers of the deep, and its abundant waters were restrained. I made Lebanon mourn on account of it, and all the trees of the field fainted because of it. 16 I made the nations quake at the sound of its downfall, when I threw it down to Sheol to be with those who descend to the Pit. Then all the trees of Eden, all the well-watered trees, the choice and best of Lebanon, were comforted in the underworld. 17 They too descended with it to Sheol, to those slain by the sword. As its allies ez, fa they had lived in its shade among the nations.

				18 "Who then are you like in glory and greatness among Eden's trees? You also will be brought down to the underworld to be with the trees of Eden. You will lie among the uncircumcised with those slain by the sword. This is Pharaoh and all his hordes" — the declaration of the Lord God.

				

	

A Lament for Pharaoh

				32 In the twelfth year, in the twelfth month, on the first day of the month, the word of the Lord came to me: 2 "Son of man, lament for Pharaoh king of Egypt and say to him:

				

				You compare yourself to a lion of the 
nations,

				butfb you are like a monster in the seas.

				You thrash about in your rivers,

				churn up the waters with your feet,

				and muddy thefc rivers."

				

				3 This is what the Lord God says:

				

				I will spread My net over you

				with an assembly of many peoples,

				and they fd will haul you up in My net.

				4 I will abandon you on the land

				and hurl you on the open field.

				I will cause all the birds of the sky

				to settle on you

				and let the beasts of the entire earth

				eat their fill of you.

				5 I will put your flesh on the mountains

				and fill the valleys with your carcass.

				6 I will drench the land

				with the flow of your blood,

				even to the mountains;

				the ravines will be filled with your gore.

				

				7 When I snuff you out,

				I will cover the heavens

				and darken their stars.

				I will cover the sun with a cloud,

				and the moon will not give its light.

				8 I will darken all the shining lights

				in the heavens over you,

				and will bring darkness on your land.

				This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				

				9 I will trouble the hearts of many peoples,

				when I bring about your destruction

				among the nations,

				in countries you do not know.

				10 I will cause many nations to be appalled at you,

				and their kings will shudder with fear 
because of you

				when I brandish My sword in front of them.

				On the day of your downfall

				each of them will tremble

				every moment for his life.

				

				11 For this is what the Lord God says:

				

				The sword of Babylon's king

				will come against you!

				12 I will make your hordes fall

				by the swords of warriors,

				all of them ruthless men from the nations.

				They will ravage Egypt's pride,

				and all its hordes will be destroyed.

				13 I will slaughter all its cattle

				that are beside many waters.

				No human foot will churn them again,

				and no cattle hooves will disturb them.

				14 Then I will let their waters settle

				and will make their rivers flow like oil.

				This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				15 When I make the land of Egypt a desolation,

				so that it is emptied of everything in it,

				when I strike down all who live there,

				then they will know that I am •Yahweh.

				

				16 "This is a lament that will be chanted; the women of the nations will chant it. They will chant it over Egypt and all its hordes." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				

	

Egypt in Sheol

				17 In the twelfth year, fe on the fifteenth day of the month, the word of the Lord came to me: 18 "Son of man, wail over the hordes of Egypt and bring Egypt and the daughters of mighty nations down to the underworld,ff to be with those who descend to the •Pit:

				

				19 Who do you surpass in loveliness?

				Go down and be laid to rest with the 
uncircumcised!

				20 They will fall among those slain by the sword.

				A sword is appointed!

				They drag her and all her hordes away.

				21 Warrior leaders will speak

				from the middle of •Sheol

				about him and his allies:

				They have come down;

				the uncircumcised lie

				slain by the sword.

				

				22 Assyria is there with all her company;

				her graves are all around her.

				All of them are slain, fallen by the sword.

				23 Her graves are set in the deepest regions of the Pit,

				and her company is all around her burial place.

				All of them are slain, fallen by the sword —

				those who once spread terror

				in the land of the living.

				

				24 Elam is there

				with all her hordes around her grave.

				All of them are slain, fallen by the sword —

				those who went down to the underworldfg 
uncircumcised,

				who once spread their terror

				in the land of the living.

				They bear their disgrace

				with those who descend to the Pit.

				25 Among the slain

				they prepare a resting place for Elam

				with all her hordes.

				Her graves are all around her.

				All of them are uncircumcised,

				slain by the sword,

				although their terror was once spread

				in the land of the living.

				They bear their disgrace

				with those who descend to the Pit.

				They are placed among the slain.

				

				26 Meshech and Tubalfh are there,

				with all their hordes.

				Their graves are all around them.

				All of them are uncircumcised, slain by the sword,

				although their terror was once spread

				in the land of the living.

				27 They do not lie down

				with the fallen warriors of the uncircumcised, fi

				who went down to Sheol

				with their weapons of war,

				whose swords were placed under their heads.fj

				The punishment for their sins

				rested on their bones,

				although the terror of these warriors

				was once in the land of the living.

				28 But you will be shattered

				and will lie down among the uncircumcised,

				with those slain by the sword.

				

				29 Edom is there, her kings and all her princes,

				who, despite their strength, have been placed

				among those slain by the sword.

				They lie down with the uncircumcised,

				with those who descend to the Pit.

				30 All the leaders of the north

				and all the Sidonians are there.

				They went down in shame with the slain,

				despite the terror their strength inspired.

				They lie down uncircumcised

				with those slain by the sword.

				They bear their disgrace

				with those who descend to the Pit.

				

				31 Pharaoh will see them

				and be comforted over all his hordes —

				Pharaoh and all his army,

				slain by the sword.

				This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				

				32 For I will spread My fk terror

				in the land of the living,

				so Pharaoh and all his hordes

				will be laid to rest among the 
uncircumcised,

				with those slain by the sword."

				This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				A Principle to Live By - Lord of Lords

				[image: Getz0862.png]

				#28 We are to demonstrate with our attitudes and actions that God and God alone is the one true God.

				Throughout Ezekiel's prophecies regarding the judgments that would come on Ammon, Moab, Edom, Philistia, Tyre, Sidon, and now Egypt, the phrase"they will know that I am the Lord" appears 19 times (chaps. 25–32), including nine times just in this section on Egypt. The Egyptians, more than any other nation, influenced the children of Israel to turn away from the Lord and to engage in idolatry. 

				When God delivered His people from bondage and revealed Himself on Mount Sinai, His first commandment made this connection with Egypt's idolatry:

				Then God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the place of slavery. Do not have other gods besides Me. (Ex 20:1-3)

				After the children of Israel had wandered in the wilderness for 40 years for disobeying God, Moses reiterated this great truth and made it very personal:

				Listen, Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is One. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. (Dt 6:4-5)  (Review Ezk #8: The One True God)

				One day, all humanity as well as"the spiritual forces of evil in the heavens" (Eph 6:12) will recognize the one true God through His Son the Lord Jesus Christ. This will happen following a great victory over the nations led by Jesus Himself. John saw this awesome future event in one of his final visions:

				The armies that were in heaven followed Him on white horses, wearing pure white linen. A sharp sword came from His mouth, so that He might strike the nations with it. He will shepherd them with an iron scepter. He will also trample the winepress of the fierce anger of God, the Almighty. And He has a name written on His robe and on His thigh: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. (Rv 19:14-16)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we as believers today demonstrate to the world that Jesus Christ is King of kings and Lord of lords?  (See Jn #33:The Results of Love.)

				

				

	

Ezekiel as Israel's Watchman

				33 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 "Son of man, speak to your people and tell them: Suppose I bring the sword against a land, and the people of that land select a man from among them, appointing him as their watchman, 3 and he sees the sword coming against the land and blows his trumpet to warn the people. 4 Then, if anyone hears the sound of the trumpet but ignores the warning, and the sword comes and takes him away, his blood will be on his own head. 5 Since he heard the sound of the trumpet but ignored the warning, his blood is on his own hands.fl If he had taken warning, he would have saved his life. 6 However, if the watchman sees the sword coming but doesn't blow the trumpet, so that the people aren't warned, and the sword comes and takes away their lives, then they have been taken away because of their iniquity, but I will hold the watchman accountable for their blood.

				7 "As for you, son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel. When you hear a word from My mouth, give them a warning from Me. 8 If I say to the wicked, 'Wicked one, you will surely die,' but you do not speak out to warn him about his way, that wicked person will die for his iniquity, yet I will hold you responsible for his blood. 9 But if you warn a wicked person to turn from his way and he doesn't turn from it, he will die for his iniquity, but you will have saved your life.  (Review Ezk #5: Sharing Christ Faithfully)

				10 "Now as for you, son of man, say to the house of Israel: You have said this, 'Our transgressions and our sins are heavy on us, and we are wasting away because of them! How then can we survive? ' 11 Tell them: As I live" — the declaration of the Lord God —"I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked person should turn from his way and live. Repent, repent of your evil ways! Why will you die, house of Israel?

				12 "Now, son of man, say to your people: The righteousness of the righteous person will not save him on the day of his transgression; neither will the wickedness of the wicked person cause him to stumble on the day he turns from his wickedness. The righteous person won't be able to survive by his righteousness on the day he sins. 13 When I tell the righteous person that he will surely live, but he trusts in his righteousness and commits iniquity, then none of his righteousness will be remembered, and he will die because of the iniquity he has committed.

				14 "So when I tell the wicked person, 'You will surely die,' but he repents of his sin and does what is just and right — 15 he returns collateral, makes restitution for what he has stolen, and walks in the statutes of life without practicing iniquity — he will certainly live; he will not die. 16 None of the sins he committed will be held against him. He has done what is just and right; he will certainly live.

				17 "But your people say, 'The Lord's way isn't fair,' even though it is their own way that isn't fair. 18 When a righteous person turns from his righteousness and commits iniquity, he will die on account of this. 19 But if a wicked person turns from his wickedness and does what is just and right, he will live because of this. 20 Yet you say, 'The Lord's way isn't fair.' I will judge each of you according to his ways, house of Israel."(Review Ezk #17: Personal Accountability.)

				

	

The News of Jerusalem's Fall

				21 In the twelfth year of our exile, in the tenth month, on the fifth day of the month, a fugitive from Jerusalem came to me and reported,"The city has been taken!" 22 Now the hand of the Lord had been on me the evening before the fugitive arrived, and He opened my mouth before the man came to me in the morning. So my mouth was opened and I was no longer mute.

				

	

Israel's Continued Rebellion

				23 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 24 "Son of man, those who live in thefm ruins in the land of Israel are saying, 'Abraham was only one person, yet he received possession of the land. But we are many; the land has been given to us as a possession.' 25 Therefore say to them: This is what the Lord God says: You eat meat with blood in it, raise your eyes to your idols, and shed blood. Should you then receive possession of the land? 26 You have relied on your swords, you have committed detestable acts, and each of you has defiled his neighbor's wife. Should you then receive possession of the land?

				27 "Tell them this: This is what the Lord God says: As surely as I live, those who are in the ruins will fall by the sword, those in the open field I have given to wild animals to be devoured, and those in the strongholds and caves will die by plague. 28 I will make the land a desolate waste, and its proud strength will come to an end. The mountains of Israel will become desolate, with no one passing through. 29 They will know that I am •Yahweh when I make the land a desolate waste because of all the detestable acts they have committed.

				A Principle to Live By - Misinterpreting Scripture

				[image: Getz0863.png]

				#29 We must not allow our personal and subjective agendas to cause us to misinterpret God's Word.

				When Jerusalem fell, those who survived insisted that the land belonged to them because of the promise God made to Abraham (Gn 12:1-3). After Abraham and his immediate family had inherited the land and had become a"great nation" as God had promised, the survivors didn't understand how they could lose control of the land (Gn 12:1-3). Clearly, they were interpreting Scripture selectively in order to support their own personal agendas. God spoke through Ezekiel reminding them that they had violated God's will as revealed through Moses and they were now suffering the curses outlined in Deuteronomy (Dt 28:21,64).

				Jesus addressed a very sinful action on the part of the religious leaders in Israel (Mk 7:9-13). In order to avoid their responsibility to their aging parents, they committed their material resources to the temple—supposedly to worship God, but actually to keep it for themselves. This was a violation of God's commandment to honor their father and mother. Even though they may have believed their tradition was scriptural (2Kg 12:4-5; 1Ch 26:27), they failed to recognize that their interpretation of God's Word was blatantly self-serving.  (See Mk #13:Truth and Traditions.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do leaders in various religious movements today misinterpret Scripture to further their personal agendas?

				

				30 "Now, son of man, your people are talking about you near the city walls and in the doorways of their houses. One person speaks to another, each saying to his brother, 'Come and hear what the message is that comes from the Lord! ' 31 So My people come to you in crowds,fn sit in front of you, and hear your words, but they don't obey them. Although they express love with their mouths, their hearts pursue dishonest profit. 32 Yes, to them you are like a singer of love songs who has a beautiful voice and plays skillfully on an instrument. They hear your words, but they don't obey them. 33 Yet when it comes — and it will definitely come — then they will know that a prophet has been among them."

				A Principle to Live By - Hearing and Doing

				[image: Getz0864.png]

				#30 We should not only listen to God's message in Scripture but practice His truth in our daily lives. 

				Those Israelites who were already in captivity probably felt an initial sense of spiritual responsibility when they heard that Ezekiel's prophecies against Jerusalem had come to pass. They at least appeared to have an interest in hearing God's message. However, their responses were still superficial. They liked what they heard—at least outwardly—but they didn't respond in obedience.

				James warned those who professed to believe in Jesus Christ as their Messiah:

				But be doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. Because if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man looking at his own face in a mirror. For he looks at himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. But the one who looks intently into the perfect law of freedom and perseveres in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but one who does good works—this person will be blessed in what he does. (Jms 1:22-25)  (See Jms #5:Applying God's Word.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways are Christians today listening to God's Word but not practicing biblical truth in their daily lives?

				

				

	

The Shepherds and God's Flock

				34 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 "Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel. Prophesy, and say to them: This is what the Lord God says to the shepherds: Woe to the shepherds of Israel, who have been feeding themselves! Shouldn't the shepherds feed their flock? 3 You eat the fat, wear the wool, and butcher the fattened animals, but you do not tend the flock. 4 You have not strengthened the weak, healed the sick, bandaged the injured, brought back the strays, or sought the lost. Instead, you have ruled them with violence and cruelty. 5 They were scattered for lack of a shepherd; they became food for all the wild animals when they were scattered. 6 My flock went astray on all the mountains and every high hill. They were scattered over the whole face of the earth, and there was no one searching or seeking for them.

				7 "Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord. 8 As I live" — the declaration of the Lord God —"because My flock has become prey and food for every wild animal since they lack a shepherd, for My shepherds do not search for My flock, and because the shepherds feed themselves rather than My flock, 9 therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord!

				10 "This is what the Lord God says: Look, I am against the shepherds. I will demand My flock from themfo and prevent them from shepherding the flock. The shepherds will no longer feed themselves, for I will rescue My flock from their mouths so that they will not be food for them.

				11 "For this is what the Lord God says: See, I Myself will search for My flock and look for them. 12 As a shepherd looks for his sheep on the day he is among his scattered flock, so I will look for My flock. I will rescue them from all the places where they have been scattered on a cloudy and dark day.13 I will bring them out from the peoples, gather them from the countries, and bring them into their own land. I will shepherd them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the land. 14 I will tend them with good pasture, and their grazing place will be on Israel's lofty mountains. There they will lie down in a good grazing place; they will feed in rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 I will tend My flock and let them lie down." This is the declaration of the Lord God. 16 "I will seek the lost, bring back the strays, bandage the injured, and strengthen the weak, but I will destroy fp the fat and the strong. I will shepherd them with justice.

				17 "The Lord God says to you, My flock: I am going to judge between one sheep and another, between the rams and male goats. 18 Isn't it enough for you to feed on the good pasture? Must you also trample the rest of the pasture with your feet? Or isn't it enough that you drink the clear water? Must you also muddy the rest with your feet? 19 Yet My flock has to feed on what your feet have trampled, and drink what your feet have muddied.

				20 "Therefore, this is what the Lord God says to them: See, I Myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21 Since you have pushed with flank and shoulder and butted all the weak ones with your horns until you scattered them all over, 22 I will save My flock, and they will no longer be prey for you. I will judge between one sheep and another. 23 I will appoint over them a single shepherd, My servant David, and he will shepherd them. He will tend them himself and will be their shepherd.24 I, •Yahweh, will be their God, and My servant David will be a prince among them. I, Yahweh, have spoken.

				25 "I will make a covenant of peace with them and eliminate dangerous animals in the land, so that they may live securely in the wilderness and sleep in the forest. 26 I will make them and the area around My hill a blessing: I will send down showers in their season — showersfq of blessing. 27 The trees of the field will give their fruit, and the land will yield its produce; My flock will be secure in their land. They will know that I am Yahweh when I break the bars of their yoke and rescue them from the hands of those who enslave them. 28 They will no longer be prey for the nations, and the wild animals of the land will not consume them. They will live securely, and no one will frighten them. 29 I will establish for them a place renowned for its agriculture, fr and they will no longer be victims of famine in the land. They will no longer endure the insults of the nations. 30 Then they will know that I, Yahweh their God, am with them, and that they, the house of Israel, are My people." This is the declaration of the Lord God.31 "You are My flock, the human flock of My pasture, and I am your God." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By – Being Faithful Shepherds

				[image: Getz0865.png]

				#31 All spiritual leaders should imitate the humble, servant spirit demonstrated by the Lord Jesus Christ.

				Ezekiel, like Jeremiah, used a metaphor common in Israel. The leaders were called"shepherds" and the people themselves were the"flock" or sheep (vv. 1-2). The great majority of these leaders—including the kings—were interested in their own welfare rather than in the sheep. Consequently, God was going to step in as the divine Shepherd and rescue His chosen people (v. 10).  (See Jr #24:Shepherding God's Flock.)

				In this prophecy, God made approximately 25 promises to His people, typically introduced with unconditional"I will" declarations (Ezk 34:10-31). To accomplish all this, the Lord will"appoint over them a single shepherd" (v. 23). 

				There are some who believe that this leader will be the Lord Jesus Christ. If that were true, it poses a problem since the same"prince" will be offering sacrifices for His own sins in the millennial temple (45:22; 46:4). This would certainly not be true of the Messiah, the sinless Son of God.

				It appears this shepherd or prince will literally be the resurrected King David who will serve under the Lord Jesus Christ (34:23-24; 37:25). If so, it will happen when Jesus comes the second time to rule and reign, and all Old Testament believers will be raised from the dead (Dn 12:1-3). 

				When Ezekiel saw this event prophetically, he perceived something beyond the church. He did not understand what we now know about the suffering Jesus,"the good shepherd" who gave His life"for the sheep" (Jn 10:11). 

				Our relationship today with our good shepherd, the resurrected Christ, is only a foretaste of what God will someday do for Israel when He makes a covenant of peace with them—a new covenant that Ezekiel described in detail in 36:24-32. Today, believers are participants in certain aspects of this new covenant, which includes knowing Jesus Christ as our good shepherd.  (See Jr #34:The New Covenant.)

				Reflection and Response

				In view of God's extreme displeasure with the evil leaders in Israel, what can we learn from God's plan for those who lead and shepherd local churches?  (See Ac #39:Relationships with One Another.)

				

				

	

A Prophecy against Edom

				35 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 "Son of man, turn your face toward Mount Seir and prophesy against it. 3 Say to it: This is what the Lord God says:

				

				Look! I am against you, Mount Seir.

				I will stretch out My hand against you

				and make you a desolate waste.

				4 I will turn your cities into ruins,

				and you will become a desolation.

				Then you will know that I am •Yahweh.

				

				5 "Because you maintained an ancient hatred and handed over the Israelites to the power of the sword in the time of their disaster, the time of final punishment, 6 therefore, as I live" — this is the declaration of the Lord God —"I will destine you for bloodshed, and it will pursue you. Since you did not hate bloodshed, it will pursue you. 7 I will make Mount Seir a desolate waste and will cut off from it those who come and go. 8 I will fill its mountains with the slain; those slain by the sword will fall on your hills, in your valleys, and in all your ravines. 9 I will make you a perpetual desolation; your cities will not be inhabited. Then you will know that I am Yahweh.

				10 "Because you said, 'These two nations and two lands will be mine, and we will possess them' — though the Lord was there — 11 therefore, as I live" — the declaration of the Lord God —"I will treat you according to the anger and jealousy you showed in your hatred of them. I will make Myself known among them fs when I judge you. 12 Then you will know that I, Yahweh, have heard all the blasphemies you uttered against the mountains of Israel, saying, 'They are desolate. They have been given to us to devour!' 13 You boasted against Me with your mouth, and spoke many words against Me. I heard it Myself!

				14 "This is what the Lord God says: While the whole world rejoices, I will make you a desolation. 15 Just as you rejoiced over the inheritance of the house of Israel because it became a desolation, so I will deal with you: you will become a desolation, Mount Seir, and so will all Edom in its entirety. Then they will know that I am Yahweh.

				

	

Restoration of Israel's Mountains

				36 "Son of man, prophesy to the mountains of Israel and say: Mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord. 2 This is what the Lord God says: Because the enemy has said about you, 'Good! The ancient heights have become our possession,' 3 therefore, prophesy and say: This is what the Lord God says: Because they have made you desolate and have trampled you from every side, so that you became a possession for the rest of the nations and an object of people's gossip and slander, 4 therefore, mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord God. This is what the Lord God says to the mountains and hills, to the ravines and valleys, to the desolate ruins and abandoned cities, which have become plunder and a mockery to the rest of the nations all around.

				5 "This is what the Lord God says: Certainly in My burning zeal I speak against the rest of the nations and all of Edom, who tookft My land as their own possession with wholehearted rejoicing and utter contempt so that its pastureland becamefu plunder. 6 Therefore, prophesy concerning the land of Israel and say to the mountains and hills, to the ravines and valleys: This is what the Lord God says: Look, I speak in My burning zeal because you have endured the insults of the nations. 7 Therefore this is what the Lord God says: I swearfv that the nations all around you will endure their own insults.

				8 "You, mountains of Israel, will produce your branches and bear your fruit for My people Israel, since their arrival is near. 9 Look! I am on your side; I will turn toward you, and you will be tilled and sown. 10 I will fill you with people, with the whole house of Israel in its entirety. The cities will be inhabited and the ruins rebuilt. 11 I will fill you with people and animals, and they will increase and be fruitful. I will make you inhabited as you once were and make you better off than you were before. Then you will know that I am •Yahweh. 12 I will cause people, My people Israel, to walk on you; they will possess you, and you will be their inheritance. You will no longer deprive them of their children.  (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				13 "This is what the Lord God says: Because people are saying to you, 'You devour men and deprive your nation of children,' 14 therefore, you will no longer devour men and deprive your nation of children." fw This is the declaration of the Lord God. 15 "I will no longer allow the insults of the nations to be heard against you, and you will not have to endure the reproach of the peoples anymore; you will no longer cause your nation to stumble." fx This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				

	

Restoration of Israel's People

				16 The word of the Lord came to me: 17 "Son of man, while the house of Israel lived in their land, they defiled it with their conduct and actions. Their behavior before Me was like menstrual impurity. 18 So I poured out My wrath on them because of the blood they had shed on the land, and because they had defiled it with their idols. 19 I dispersed them among the nations, and they were scattered among the countries. I judged them according to their conduct and actions. 20 When they came to the nations where they went, they profaned My holy name, because it was said about them, 'These are the people of Yahweh, yet they had to leave His land in exile.' 21 Then I had concern for My holy name, which the house of Israel profaned among the nations where they went.

				22 "Therefore, say to the house of Israel: This is what the Lord God says: It is not for your sake that I will act, house of Israel, but for My holy name, which you profaned among the nations where you went. 23 I will honor the holiness of My great name, which has been profaned among the nations — the name you have profaned among them. The nations will know that I am Yahweh" — the declaration of the Lord God —"when I demonstrate My holiness through you in their sight.(Review Ezk #19: Honoring God's Name.)

				24 "For I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries, and will bring you into your own land. 25 I will also sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be •clean. I will cleanse you from all your impurities and all your idols. 26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will remove your heart of stonefy and give you a heart of flesh. 27 I will place My Spirit within you and cause you to follow My statutes and carefully observe My ordinances.  (See Jr #34:The New Covenant.)

				31 "Then you will remember your evil ways and your deeds that were not good, and you will loathe yourselves for your iniquities and detestable practices. 32 It is not for your sake that I will act" — the declaration of the Lord God —"let this be known to you. Be ashamed and humiliated because of your ways, house of Israel!

				33 "This is what the Lord God says: On the day I cleanse you from all your iniquities, I will cause the cities to be inhabited, and the ruins will be rebuilt. 34 The desolate land will be cultivated instead of lying desolate in the sight of everyone who passes by. 35 Then they will say, 'This land that was desolate has become like the garden of Eden. The cities that were once ruined, desolate, and destroyed are now fortified and inhabited.' 36 Then the nations that remain around you will know that I, Yahweh, have rebuilt what was destroyed and have replanted what was desolate. I, Yahweh, have spoken and I will do it.

				37 "This is what the Lord God says: I will respond to the house of Israel and do this for them: I will multiply them in number like a flock.fz 38 So the ruined cities will be filled with a flock of people, just as the flock of sheep for sacrifice is filledga in Jerusalem during its appointed festivals. Then they will know that I am Yahweh."

				

	

The Valley of Dry Bones

				37 The hand of the Lord was on me, and He brought me out by His Spirit and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all around them. There were a great many of them on the surface of the valley, and they were very dry. 3 Then He said to me,"Son of man, can these bones live?"

				I replied,"Lord God, only You know."

				4 He said to me,"Prophesy concerning these bones and say to them: Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! 5 This is what the Lord God says to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you will live. 6 I will put tendons on you, make flesh grow on you, and cover you with skin. I will put breath in you so that you come to life. Then you will know that I am •Yahweh."

				7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded. While I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 As I looked, tendons appeared on them, flesh grew, and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. 9 He said to me,"Prophesy to the breath,gb prophesy, son of man. Say to it: This is what the Lord God says: Breath, come from the four winds and breathe into these slain so that they may live!" 10 So I prophesied as He commanded me; the breathgc entered them, and they came to life and stood on their feet, a vast army.

				11 Then He said to me,"Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Look how they say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope has perished; we are cut off.'12 Therefore, prophesy and say to them: This is what the Lord God says: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them, My people, and lead you into the land of Israel. 13 You will know that I am Yahweh, My people, when I open your graves and bring you up from them.14 I will put My Spirit in you, and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I am Yahweh. I have spoken, and I will do it." This is the declaration of the Lord.

				

	

The Reunification of Israel

				15 The word of the Lord came to me: 16 "Son of man, take a single stick and write on it: Belonging to Judah and the Israelites associated with him. Then take another stick and write on it: Belonging to Joseph — the stick of Ephraim — and all the house of Israel associated with him. 17 Then join them together into a single stick so that they become one in your hand. 18 When your people ask you, 'Won't you explain to us what you mean by these things? ' — 19 tell them: This is what the Lord God says: I am going to take the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel associated with him, and put them together with the stick of Judah. I will make them into a single stick so that they become one in My hand.

				20 "When the sticks you have written on are in your hand and in full view of the people,21 tell them: This is what the Lord God says: I am going to take the Israelites out of the nations where they have gone. I will gather them from all around and bring them into their own land. 22 I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel, and one king will rule over all of them. They will no longer be two nations and will no longer be divided into two kingdoms. 23 They will not defile themselves anymore with their idols, their detestable things, and all their transgressions. I will save them from all their apostasies by which gd they sinned, and I will cleanse them. Then they will be My people, and I will be their God. 24 My servant David will be king over them, and there will be one shepherd for all of them. They will follow My ordinances, and keep My statutes and obey them.

				25 "They will live in the land that I gave to My servant Jacob, where your fathers lived. They will live in it forever with their children and grandchildren, and My servant David will be their prince forever.26 I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant with them. I will establish and multiply them and will set My sanctuary among them forever. 27 My dwelling place will be with them; I will be their God, and they will be My people.28 When My sanctuary is among them forever, the nations will know that I, Yahweh, sanctify Israel."

				A Principle to Live By - New Life in Christ

				[image: Getz0866.png]

				#32 When we experience the new birth, we are to live in the reality that in God's sight we have died with Christ and are resurrected to live a new life that is everlasting.

				Ezekiel saw that Israel will someday no longer be divided into the northern and southern kingdoms but will be united under the resurrected King David as a godly shepherd.  (Review Ezk #31: Being Faithful Shepherds)

				Historically, this event has never happened. Though a remnant of Judah eventually returned from Babylon to Jerusalem, what took place in terms of restoration in no way aligns with Ezekiel's prophecies. 

				There are very capable Bible teachers who believe God has no specific future plan for Israel as a nation and that many of these promises are being spiritually fulfilled today in the church. On the other hand, many believe that God does have a future plan for the children of Israel. If we interpret these promises literally, they will be re-gathered from all parts of the world to occupy the land promised to Abraham, including those who are resurrected to see and enter a glorious earthly kingdom. In God's timing, both the living and the dead will experience national repentance and live under a new covenant. 

				Regardless of our interpretation, what happened to the dry bones in Ezekiel's vision is a beautiful illustration of our new life in Christ. When we were born again, we were by faith baptized into the death of Christ and were raised to new life (Rm 6:4-5).  (See Rm #10:Our New Life in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what other ways does Ezekiel's vision of the Valley of Dry Bones illustrate what happens to people today who are born again and enter Christ's spiritual kingdom? (See Gl 3:28; Eph 2:1-5.)

				

				

	

The Defeat of Gog

				38 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 "Son of man, turn your face toward Gog, of the land of Magog, the chief prince ofge Meshech and Tubal. Prophesy against him 3 and say: This is what the Lord God says: Look, I am against you, Gog, chief prince of Meshech and Tubal. 4 I will turn you around, put hooks in your jaws, and bring you out with all your army, including horses and riders, who are all splendidly dressed, a huge company armed with shields and bucklers, all of them brandishing swords. 5 Persia,•Cush, and Put are with them, all of them with shields and helmets; 6 Gomer with all its troops; and Beth-togarmah from the remotest parts of the north along with all its troops — many peoples are with you.

				7 "Be prepared and get yourself ready, you and all your company who have been mobilized around you; you will be their guard. 8 After a long time you will be summoned. In the last years you will enter a land that has been restored from wargf and regathered from many peoples to the mountains of Israel, which had long been a ruin. They were brought out from the peoples, and all of them now live securely. 9 You, all of your troops, and many peoples with you will advance, coming like a thunderstorm; you will be like a cloud covering the land.

				10 "This is what the Lord God says: On that day, thoughts will arise in your mind, and you will devise an evil plan. 11 You will say, 'I will go up against a land of open villages; I will come against a tranquil people who are living securely, all of them living without walls and without bars or gates — 12 in order to seize spoil and carry off plunder, to turn your hand against ruins now inhabited and against a people gathered from the nations, who have been acquiring cattle and possessions and who live at the center of the world.' 13 Sheba and Dedan and the merchants of Tarshish with all its rulersgg will ask you, 'Have you come to seize spoil? Have you assembled your hordes to carry off plunder, to make off with silver and gold, to take cattle and possessions, to seize great spoil? '

				14 "Therefore prophesy, son of man, and say to Gog: This is what the Lord God says: On that day when My people Israel are dwelling securely, will you not know this15 and come from your place in the remotest parts of the north — you and many peoples with you, who are all riding horses — a mighty horde, a huge army? 16 You will advance against My people Israel like a cloud covering the land. It will happen in the last days, Gog, that I will bring you against My land so that the nations may know Me, when I show Myself holy through you in their sight.

				17 "This is what the Lord God says: Are you the one I spoke about in former times through My servants, the prophets of Israel, who for years prophesied in those times that I would bring you against them? 18 Now on that day, the day when Gog comes against the land of Israel" — this is the declaration of the Lord God —"My wrath will flare up.gh19 I swear in My zeal and fiery rage: On that day there will be a great earthquake in the land of Israel. 20 The fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the animals of the field, every creature that crawls on the ground, and every human being on the face of the earth will tremble before Me. The mountains will be thrown down, the cliffs will collapse, and every wall will fall to the ground. 21 I will call for a sword against him on all My mountains" — the declaration of the Lord God —"and every man's sword will be against his brother. 22 I will execute judgment on him with plague and bloodshed. I will pour out torrential rain, hailstones, fire, and brimstone on him, as well as his troops and the many peoples who are with him. 23 I will display My greatness and holiness, and will reveal Myself in the sight of many nations. Then they will know that I am •Yahweh.

				

	

The Disposal of Gog

				39 "As for you, son of man, prophesy against Gog and say: This is what the Lord God says: Look, I am against you, Gog, chief prince ofgi Meshech and Tubal. 2 I will turn you around, drive you on, and lead you up from the remotest parts of the north. I will bring you against the mountains of Israel. 3 Then I will knock your bow from your left hand and make your arrows drop from your right hand. 4 You, all your troops, and the peoples who are with you will fall on the mountains of Israel. I will give you as food to every kind of predatory bird and to the wild animals. 5 You will fall on the open field, for I have spoken." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				6 "I will send fire against Magog and those who live securely on the coasts and islands. Then they will know that I am •Yahweh. 7 So I will make My holy name known among My people Israel and will no longer allow it to be profaned. Then the nations will know that I am Yahweh, the Holy One in Israel. 8 Yes, it is coming, and it will happen." This is the declaration of the Lord God."This is the day I have spoken about.

				9 "Then the inhabitants of Israel's cities will go out, kindle fires, and burn the weapons — the bucklers and shields, the bows and arrows, the clubs and spears. For seven years they will use them to make fires. 10 They will not gather wood from the countryside or cut it down from the forests, for they will use the weapons to make fires. They will take the loot from those who looted them and plunder those who plundered them." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				11 "Now on that day I will give Gog a burial place there in Israel — the Valley of the Travelersgj east of the Sea. It will block those who travel through, for Gog and all his hordes will be buried there. So it will be called the Valley of Hamon-gog. 12 The house of Israel will spend seven months burying them in order to cleanse the land.13 All the people of the land will bury them and their fame will spread on the day I display My glory." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				14 "They will appoint men on a full-time basis to pass through the land and bury the invadersgk who remain on the surface of the ground, in order to cleanse it. They will make their search at the end of the seven months. 15 When they pass through the land and one of them sees a human bone, he will set up a marker next to it until the buriers have buried it in the Valley of Hamon-gog. 16 There will even be a city named Hamonah there. So they will cleanse the land.

				17 "Son of man, this is what the Lord God says: Tell every kind of bird and all the wild animals: Assemble and come! Gather from all around to My sacrificial feast that I am slaughtering for you, a great feast on the mountains of Israel; you will eat flesh and drink blood. 18 You will eat the flesh of mighty men and drink the blood of the earth's princes: rams, lambs, male goats, and all the fattened bulls of Bashan. 19 You will eat fat until you are satisfied and drink blood until you are drunk, at My sacrificial feast that I have prepared for you. 20 At My table you will eat your fill of horses and riders, of mighty men and all the warriors." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				

	

Israel's Restoration to God

				21 "I will display My glory among the nations, and all the nations will see the judgment I have executed and the hand I have laid on them. 22 From that day forward the house of Israel will know that I am Yahweh their God. 23 And the nations will know that the house of Israel went into exile on account of their iniquity, because they dealt unfaithfully with Me. Therefore, I hid My face from them and handed them over to their enemies, so that they all fell by the sword. 24 I dealt with them according to their uncleanness and transgressions, and I hid My face from them.

				25 "So this is what the Lord God says: Now I will restore the fortunes of Jacob and have compassion on the whole house of Israel, and I will be jealous for My holy name. 26 They will feel remorse for gl, gm their disgrace and all the unfaithfulness they committed against Me, when they live securely in their land with no one to frighten them. 27 When I bring them back from the peoples and gather them from the countries of their enemies, I will demonstrate My holiness through them in the sight of many nations. 28 They will know that I am Yahweh their God when I regather them to their own land after having exiled them among the nations. I will leave none of them behind.gn 29 I will no longer hide My face from them, for I will pour out My Spirit on the house of Israel." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				A Principle to Live By - Being Prepared

				[image: Getz0867.png]

				#33 In view of all we know about the coming judgments on earth, we should live holy and godly lives in order to be ready for Christ's return. 

				These two chapters describe a great battle in which God destroys the enemies of Israel. It is divided into seven messages, all beginning with the phrase"This is what the Lord God says." 

				1.	The sovereign God will cause Gog and other enemies to advance against Israel (38:1-9).

				2.	Gog will be held responsible for devising this evil strategy (38:10-13). 

				3.	Gog ruled a nation"in the remotest parts of the north" (38:14-16).

				4.	In order to demonstrate His greatness and holiness to many nations, the sovereign God will use natural disasters to judge Gog and his fellow conspirators (38:17-23).

				5.	For seven years, Israel will use the destroyed weaponry for firewood, and it will take seven months to bury the dead (39:1-16). 

				6.	Birds and wild animals will feast on those who are destroyed, while the surrounding nations view God's glory (39:17-21).

				7.	Following this great one-sided battle, God will complete the restoration process for Israel (39:21-29).

				There are many different opinions about who Gog is and when this battle takes place. Though we cannot answer these questions definitively, several things seem certain:

				1.	"It will happen" (39:8). 

				2.	It will happen after the land of Israel"has been restored from war and regathered from many peoples to the mountains of Israel, which had long been a ruin" (38:8). 

				3.	The children of Israel will be living in tranquility and security (38:11). 

				4.	God will destroy Gog and his evil companions (38:18-19). 

				5.	It will take a long time"to cleanse the land" (39:9-12). 

				6.	Through this event, God will display His glory among the nations and the children of Israel (39:21-23). 

				With regard to when this will happen, there are various views—but many Bible students believe it will be an event associated with the end of the age  and the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. In any case, Peter's perspective should govern all believers' attitudes and actions: 

				But the Day of the Lord will come like a thief; on that day the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, the elements will burn and be dissolved, and the earth and the works on it will be disclosed. Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, it is clear what sort of people you should be in holy conduct and godliness as you wait for and earnestly desire the coming of the day of God. The heavens will be on fire and be dissolved because of it, and the elements will melt with the heat. But based on His promise, we wait for the new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness will dwell. (2Pt 3:10-13)  (See 2Pt #6:Motivation to Holiness.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why should learning how to live a godly life in view of the certainty of Christ's return be a priority over attempting to understand all the specific details of prophecy regarding the end times?  (See Ti #5:Knowing and Living.)

				

				

	

The New Temple

				40 In the twenty-fifth year of our exile, at the beginning of the year, on the tenth day of the month in the fourteenth year after Jerusalem had been captured, on that very day the Lord's hand was on me, and He brought me there. 2 In visions of God He took me to the land of Israel and set me down on a very high mountain. On its southern slope was a structure resembling a city. 3 He brought me there, and I saw a man whose appearance was like bronze, with a linen cord and a measuring rod in his hand. He was standing by the gate. 4 He spoke to me:"Son of man, look with your eyes, listen with your ears, and pay attention to everything I am going to show you, for you have been brought here so that I might show it to you. Report everything you see to the house of Israel."

				A Principle to Live By - A Holy Sanctuary

				[image: Getz0868.png]

				#34 Since believers are God's living temple, we should offer our lives as living sacrifices that please God and His Son Jesus Christ.

				Ever since God called the children of Israel out of Egypt, He has enabled them to have a special place for worship.

				1.	The tabernacle (Ex 33:7-11).

				2.	Solomon's temple—built after David's death but destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 b.c. (1Kg 6:1-4; Jr 32:28-36).

				3.	Zerubbabel's temple—built when the remnant returned from Babylon in 535 b.c. and desecrated by Antiochus Epiphanes in 169 b.c. (Ezr 3:1-8; 4:1-14).

				4.	Herod's temple—built by Herod the Great but destroyed in a.d. 70 by the Romans (Mt 24:1-2).

				5.	God's present living temple—the church (the body of Jesus Christ), which will function in this capacity until removed from the earth (1Co 3:16). 

				6.	The first temple of Revelation—appears sometime during the great tribulation on the earth (Rv 6:1–11:2). 

				7.	A glorious temple in Jerusalem—built after the remnant of Israel is restored to the land with a"new heart" and renewal by the Holy Spirit (Ezk 36:24-28,40-48). 

				8.	In the New Jerusalem, God Himself will be the temple (Rv 21:9-27).

				In this passage,"a man" with"a measuring rod" was about to show Ezekiel the future glorious temple (see number 7 above). Today, as believers—including both Jews and Gentiles—we are God's holy temple (see number 5 above). Peter described this unique, living organism:

				Coming to Him, a living stone—rejected by men but chosen and valuable to God—you yourselves, as living stones, are being built into a spiritual house for a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. (1Pt 2:4-5) 

				Reflection and Response

				As local communities of faith, how can we become more and more a holy temple or a spiritual house that pleases God?  (See Rm #21:Christ-Centered Worship.)

				

				

	

The Wall and Outer Gates

				5 Now there was a wall surrounding the outside of the temple. The measuring rod in the man's hand was six units of 21 inches; each unit was the standard length plus three inches.go He measured the thickness of the wall structure; it was about 10 feet,gp and its height was the same.gq 6 Then he came to the gate that faced east and climbed its steps. He measured the threshold of the gate; it was 10 feet deep — the first threshold was 10 feet deep. 7 Each recess was about 10 feetgr long and 10 feetgs deep, and there was a space of 8 3/4 feetgt between the recesses. The inner threshold of the gate on the temple side next to the gate's portico was about 10 feet.gu 8 Next he measured the portico of the gate; 9 it gv was 14 feet,gw and its pilasters were 3 1/2 feet.gx The portico of the gate was on the temple side.

				10 There were three recesses on each side of the east gate, each with the same measurements, and the pilasters on either side also had the same measurements. 11 Then he measured the width of the gate's entrance; it was 17 1/2 feet,gy while the widthgz of the gateway was 22 3/4 feet.ha 12 There was a barrier of 21 incheshb in front of the recesses on both sides, and the recesses on each side were 10 1/2 feethc square. 13 Then he measured the gateway from the roof of one recess to the roof of the opposite one; the distance was 43 3/4 feet.hd The openings of the recesses faced each other. 14 Next, he measured the pilasters — 105 feet.he The gate extended around to the pilaster of the court.hf 15 The distance from the front of the gate at the entrance to the front of the gate's portico on the inside was 87 1/2 feet.hg 16 The recesses and their pilasters had beveled windows all around the inside of the gateway. The porticoes also had windows all around on the inside. Each pilaster was decorated with palm trees.

				17 Then he brought me into the outer court, and there were chambers and a paved surface laid out all around the court. Thirty chambers faced the pavement, 18 which flanked the gates and corresponded to the length of the gates; this was the lower pavement. 19 Then he measured the distance from the front of the lower gate to the exterior front of the inner court; it was 175 feet.hh This was the east; next the north is described.

				20 He measured the gate of the outer court facing north, both its length and width. 21 Its three recesses on each side, its pilasters, and its portico had the same measurements as the first gate: 87 1/2 feethi long and 43 3/4 feethj wide. 22 Its windows, portico, and palm trees had the same measurements as those of the gate that faced east. Seven steps led up to the gate, and its portico was ahead of them. 23 The inner court had a gate facing the north gate, like the one on the east. He measured the distance from gate to gate; it was 175 feet.hk

				24 He brought me to the south side, and there was also a gate on the south. He measured its pilasters and portico; they had the same measurements as the others. 25 Both the gate and its portico had windows all around, like the other windows. It was 87 1/2 feethl long and 43 3/4 feethm wide. 26 Its stairway had seven steps, and its portico was ahead of them. It had palm trees on its pilasters, one on each side. 27 The inner court had a gate on the south. He measured from gate to gate on the south; it was 175 feet.hn

				

	

The Inner Gates

				28 Then he brought me to the inner court through the south gate. When he measured the south gate, it had the same measurements as the others. 29 Its recesses, pilasters, and portico had the same measurements as the others. Both it and its portico had windows all around. It was 87 1/2 feetho long and 43 3/4 feethp wide. 30 (There were porticoes all around, 43 3/4 feet long and 8 3/4 feethq wide. hr) 31 Its portico faced the outer court, and its pilasters were decorated with palm trees. Its stairway had eight steps.

				32 Then he brought me to the inner court on the east side. When he measured the gate, it had the same measurements as the others. 33 Its recesses, pilasters, and portico had the same measurements as the others. Both it and its portico had windows all around. It was 87 1/2 feeths long and 43 3/4 feetht wide. 34 Its portico faced the outer court, and its pilasters were decorated with palm trees on each side. Its stairway had eight steps.

				35 Then he brought me to the north gate. When he measured it, it had the same measurements as the others, 36 as did its recesses, pilasters, and portico. It also had windows all around. It was 87 1/2 feethu long and 43 3/4 feethv wide. 37 Its portico hw faced the outer court, and its pilasters were decorated with palm trees on each side. Its stairway had eight steps.

				A Principle to Live By - Measuring God's Temple Today

				[image: Getz0869.png]

				#35 As members of God's holy and living temple today, we are to participate in building up this temple, measuring spiritual growth by the character of Jesus Christ.

				The exquisite temple Ezekiel saw in this vision appears to be a literal structure in Jerusalem. It will be built in the future when God has fulfilled His unconditional promise to Abraham and then made a new covenant with His people.  (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				Today, all who put their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ—both Jews and Gentiles—are a living temple under divine construction. We are built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, and we are all to participate in building up this temple in love. God's measuring rod for evaluating spiritual maturity is His perfect Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul wrote,

				And He personally gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, for the training of the saints in the work of ministry, to build up the body of Christ, until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of God's Son, growing into a mature man with a stature measured by Christ's fullness. (Eph 4:11-13)  (See Eph #5:Oneness in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why should all Christians make it a priority to focus on becoming mature local churches that reflect faith, hope, and love—but especially love?  (See 1Co #28:Measuring Corporate Maturity; 1Th #1: Models of Maturity.)

				

				

	

Rooms for Preparing Sacrifices

				38 There was a chamber whose door opened into the portico of the gate. hx The •burnt offering was to be washed there. 39 Inside the portico of the gate there were two tables on each side, on which to slaughter the burnt offering, •sin offering, and •restitution offering. 40 Outside, as one approaches the entrance of the north gate, there were two tables on one side and two more tables on the other side of the gate's portico. 41 So there were four tables inside the gate and four outside, eight tables in all on which the slaughtering was to be done. 42 There were also four tables of cut stone for the burnt offering, each 31 1/2 incheshy long, 31 1/2 inches wide, and 21 incheshz high. The utensils used to slaughter the burnt offerings and other sacrifices were placed on them. 43 There were three-inchia hooksib fastened all around the inside of the room, and the flesh of the offering was to be laid on the tables.(Review Ezk #38: Remembering-Christ-s-Sacrifice.)

				

	

Rooms for Singers and Priests

				44 Outside the inner gate, within the inner court, there were chambers for the singers: ic one id beside the north gate, facing south, and another beside the south ie gate, facing north. 45 Then the man said to me:"This chamber that faces south is for the priests who keep charge of the temple. 46 The chamber that faces north is for the priests who keep charge of the altar. These are the sons of Zadok, the ones from the sons of Levi who may approach the Lord to serve Him." 47 Next he measured the court. It was square, 175 feetif long and 175 feet wide. The altar was in front of the temple.

				48 Then he brought me to the portico of the temple and measured the pilasters of the portico; they were 8 3/4 feetig thick on each side. The width of the gateway was 24 1/2 feet,ih and the side walls of the gate were ii 5 1/4 feetij wide on each side. 49 The portico was 35 feetik across and 21 il feetim deep, and 10 steps led in up to it. There were pillars by the pilasters, one on each side.

				

	

Inside the Temple

				41 Next he brought me into the great hall and measured the pilasters; on each side the width of the pilaster was 10 1/2 feet. io, ip 2 The width of the entrance was 17 1/2 feet,iq and the side walls of the entrance were 8 3/4 feetir wide on each side. He also measured the length of the great hall, 70 feet,is and the width, 35 feet.it 3 He went inside the next room and measured the pilasters at the entrance; they were 3 1/2 feetiu wide. The entrance was 10 1/2 feetiv wide, and the width of the entrance's side walls on each side iw was 12 1/4 feet.ix 4 He then measured the length of the room adjacent to the great hall, 35 feet,iy and the width, 35 feet. And he said to me,"This is the most holy place."

				

	

Outside the Temple

				5 Then he measured the wall of the temple; it was 10 1/2 feetiz thick. The width of the side rooms all around the temple was seven feet.ja 6 The side rooms were arranged one above another in three stories of 30 rooms each.jb There were ledges on the wall of the temple all around to serve as supports for the side rooms, so that the supports would not be in the temple wall itself. 7 The side rooms surrounding the temple widened at each successive story, for the structure surrounding the temple went up by stages. This was the reason for the temple's broadness as it rose. And so, one would go up from the lowest story to the highest by means of the middle one.jc

				8 I saw that the temple had a raised platform surrounding it; this foundation for the side rooms was 10 1/2 feet high.jd 9 The thickness of the outer wall of the side rooms was 8 3/4 feet.je The free space between the side rooms of the temple 10 and the outer chambers was 35 feetjf wide all around the temple. 11 The side rooms opened into the free space, one entrance toward the north and another to the south. The area of free space was 8 3/4 feetjg wide all around.

				12 Now the building that faced the temple yard toward the west was 122 1/2 feetjh wide. The wall of the building was 8 3/4 feetji thick on all sides, and the building's length was 157 1/2 feet.jj

				13 Then the man measured the temple; it was 175 feetjk long. In addition, the temple yard and the building, including its walls, were 175 feet long. 14 The width of the front of the temple along with the temple yard to the east was 175 feet. 15 Next he measured the length of the building facing the temple yard to the west, with its galleriesjl on each side; it was 175 feet.

				

	

Interior Wooden Structures

				The interior of the great hall and the porticoes of the court — 16 the thresholds, the beveled windows, and the balconies all around with their three levels opposite the threshold — were overlaid with wood on all sides. They were paneled from the ground to the windows (but the windows were covered), 17 reaching to the top of the entrance, and as far as the inner temple and on the outside. On every wall all around, on the inside and outside, was a pattern 18 carved with •cherubim and palm trees. There was a palm tree between each pair of cherubim. Each cherub had two faces: 19 a human face turned toward the palm tree on one side, and a lion's face turned toward it on the other. They were carved throughout the temple on all sides. 20 Cherubim and palm trees were carved from the ground to the top of the entrance and on the wall of the great hall.

				21 The doorposts of the great hall were square, and the front of the sanctuary had the same appearance. 22 The altar wasjm made of wood, 5 1/4 feetjn high and 3 1/2 feetjo long. jp It had corners, and its length jq and sides were of wood. The man told me,"This is the table that stands before the Lord."

				23 The great hall and the sanctuary each had a double door, 24 and each of the doors had two swinging panels. There were two panels for one door and two for the other. 25 Cherubim and palm trees were carved on the doors of the great hall like those carved on the walls. There was a wooden canopyjr outside, in front of the portico. 26 There were beveled windows and palm trees on both sides, on the side walls of the portico, the side rooms of the temple, and the canopies.js

				

	

The Priests' Chambers

				42 Then the man led me out by way of the north gate into the outer court. He brought me to the group of chambers opposite the temple yard and opposite the building to the north. 2 Along the length of the chambers, which was 175 feet,jt there was an entrance on the north; the width was 87 1/2 feet.ju 3 Opposite the 35 foot spacejv belonging to the inner court and opposite the paved surface belonging to the outer court, the structure rose gallery by gallery in three tiers. 4 In front of the chambers was a walkway toward the inside, 17 1/2 feetjw wide and 175 feetjx long, jy and their entrances were on the north. 5 The upper chambers were narrower because the galleries took away more space from them than from the lower and middle stories of the building. 6 For they were arranged in three stories and had no pillars like the pillars of the courts; therefore the upper chambers were set back from the ground more than the lower and middle stories. 7 A wall on the outside ran in front of the chambers, parallel to them, toward the outer court; it was 87 1/2 feetjz long. 8 For the chambers on the outer court were 87 1/2 feet long, while those facing the great hall were 175 feetka long. 9 At the base of these chambers there was an entryway on the east side as one enters them from the outer court.

				10 In the thickness of the wall of the court toward the south, kb there were chambers facing the temple yard and the western building, 11 with a passageway in front of them, just like the chambers that faced north. Their length and width, as well as all their exits, measurements, and entrances, were identical. 12 The entrance at the beginning of the passageway, the way in front of the correspondingkc wall as one enters on the east side, was similar to the entrances of the chambers that were on the south side.

				13 Then the man said to me,"The northern and southern chambers that face the temple yard are the holy chambers where the priests who approach the Lord will eat the most holy offerings. There they will deposit the most holy offerings — the •grain offerings, •sin offerings, and •restitution offerings — for the place is holy. 14 Once the priests have entered, they must not go out from the holy area to the outer court until they have removed the clothes they minister in, for these are holy. They are to put on other clothes before they approach the public area."

				

	

Outside Dimensions of the Temple Complex

				15 When he finished measuring inside the temple complex, he led me out by way of the gate that faced east and measured all around the complex.

				

				16 He measured the east side with a 
measuring rod;

				it was 875 feetkd by the measuring rod.ke

				17 He kf measured the north side;

				it was 875 feet by the measuring rod.kg

				18 He kh measured the south side;

				it was 875 feet by the measuring rod.

				19 Then he turned to the west side

				and measured 875 feet by the measuring rod.

				

				20 He measured the temple complex on all four sides. It had a wall all around it, 875 feet long and 875 feet wide, to separate the holy from the common.(Review Ezk #35: Measuring God's Temple Today.)

				

	

Return of the Lord's Glory

				43 He led me to the gate, the one that faces east, 2 and I saw the glory of the God of Israel coming from the east. His voice sounded like the roar of mighty waters, and the earth shone with His glory.3 The vision I saw was like the one I had seen when He ki came to destroy the city, and like the ones I had seen by the Chebar Canal. I fell facedown.4 The glory of the Lord entered the temple by way of the gate that faced east.5 Then the Spirit lifted me up and brought me to the inner court, and the glory of the Lord filled the temple.

				6 While the man was standing beside me, I heard someone speaking to me from the temple. 7 He said to me:"Son of man, this is the place of My throne and the place for the soles of My feet, where I will dwell among the Israelites forever. The house of Israel and their kings will no longer defile My holy name by their religious prostitution and by the corpseskj of their kings at their •high places. kk 8 Whenever they placed their threshold next to My threshold and their doorposts beside My doorposts, with only a wall between Me and them, they were defiling My holy name by the detestable acts they committed. So I destroyed them in My anger. 9 Now let them remove their prostitution and the corpseskl of their kings far from Me, and I will dwell among them forever.

				10 "As for you, son of man, describe the temple to the house of Israel, so that they may be ashamed of their iniquities. Let them measure its pattern, 11 and they will be ashamed of all that they have done. Reveal km the design of the temple to them — its layout with its exits and entrances — its complete design along with all its statutes, design specifications, and laws. Write it down in their sight so that they may observe its complete design and all its statutes and may carry them out. 12 This is the law of the temple: all its surrounding territory on top of the mountain will be especially holy. Yes, this is the law of the temple.

				

	

The Altar

				13 "These are the measurements of the altar in units of length (each unit being the standard length plus three inches):kn the gutter is 21 inchesko deep and 21 inches wide, with a rim of nine incheskp around its edge. This is the base kq of the altar. 14 The distance from the gutter on the ground to the lower ledge is 3 1/2 feet,kr and the width of the ledge is 21 inches.ks There are seven feetkt from the small ledge to the large ledge, whose width is also 21 inches. 15 The altar hearthku is seven feetkv high, and four horns project upward from the hearth. 16 The hearth is square, 21 feetkw long by 21 feet wide. 17 The ledge is 24 1/2 feetkx long by 24 1/2 feet wide, with four equal sides. The rim all around it is 10 1/2 inches,ky and its gutter is 21 incheskz all around it. The altar's steps face east."

				18 Then He said to me:"Son of man, this is what the Lord God says: These are the statutes for the altar on the day it is constructed, so that •burnt offerings may be sacrificed on it and blood may be sprinkled on it: 19 You are to give a bull from the herd as a •sin offering to the Levitical priests who are from the offspring of Zadok, who approach Me in order to serve Me." This is the declaration of the Lord God. 20 "You must take some of its blood and apply it to the four horns of the altar, the four corners of the ledge, and all around the rim. In this way you will purify the altar and make •atonement for it. 21 Then you must take away the bull for the sin offering, and it must be burned outside the sanctuary in the place appointed for the temple.

				22 "On the second day you are to present an unblemished male goat as a sin offering. They will purify the altar just as they did with the bull. 23 When you have finished the purification, you are to present a young, unblemished bull and an unblemished ram from the flock. 24 You must present them before the Lord; the priests will throw salt on them and sacrifice them as a burnt offering to the Lord. 25 You will offer a goat for a sin offering each day for seven days. A young bull and a ram from the flock, both unblemished, must also be offered. 26 For seven days the priests are to make atonement for the altar and cleanse it. In this way they will consecrate itla 27 and complete the days of purification. Then on the eighth day and afterward, the priests will offer your burnt offerings and •fellowship offerings on the altar, and I will accept you." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				

	

The Prince's Privilege

				44 The man then brought me back toward the sanctuary's outer gate that faced east, and it was closed. 2 The Lord said to me:"This gate will remain closed. It will not be opened, and no one will enter through it, because the Lord, the God of Israel, has entered through it. Therefore it will remain closed. 3 The prince himself will sit in the gateway to eat a meal before the Lord. He must enter by way of the portico of the gate and go out the same way."

				4 Then the man brought me by way of the north gate to the front of the temple. I looked, and the glory of the Lord filled His temple. And I fell facedown. 5 The Lord said to me:"Son of man, pay attention; look with your eyes and listen with your ears to everything I tell you about all the statutes and laws of the Lord's temple. Take careful note of the entrance of the temple along with all the exits of the sanctuary.

				A Principle to Live By - Reflecting God's Glory

				[image: Getz0870.png]

				#36 As God's living temple today, we are to reflect His presence and glory to the watching 
world.

				There are various opinions regarding this temple. Some believe it was Ezekiel's hope and dream for a restored temple that was never realized. Some have concluded the description is symbolic and is to be fulfilled in the church. However, in view of the total biblical story regarding God's promises to Israel and Paul's teachings (Rm 11:25-27), it seems logical to interpret what Ezekiel saw in his vision as a literal temple that will be built when Jesus Christ comes again to rule and reign on earth. If so, the focus will once again be on Israel as God's chosen people, calling them to fulfill His original plan to be a godly witness to all nations—something they have never done.

				If this line of reasoning is accurate, when the temple is rebuilt and God has given His people"a new heart and put a new spirit within" them (Ezk 36:26), He will once again reveal His glory in this new and much larger structure. This will restore the crucial loss Ezekiel had described earlier (10:18-19; 11:23).  (Review Ezk #10: Idolatrous Activities)

				This literal interpretation does not eliminate distinct applications for God's church. As we gather and worship in local communities of faith, we are to reflect God's glory. Furthermore, Paul exhorted,"Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for God's glory" (1Co 10:31). He also wrote,

				1.	we are to be"to the praise of His glorious grace" (Eph 1:6);

				2.	"so that we . . . might bring praise to His glory" (Eph 1:12); and

				3.	we are to be"to the praise of His glory" (Eph 1:14).

				Paul concluded these great truths with one of the most powerful doxologies in all of Scripture:

				Now to Him who is able to do above and beyond all that we ask or think according to the power that works in us—to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. (Eph 3:20-21) (See Eph #7:Experiencing God's Power.)

				Reflection and Response

				Is it possible that God will remove His glory from local churches that continually violate His will, and if so, what will be the status of these churches?  (See Rv #3 through #9)

				

				

	

The Levites' Duties and Privileges

				6 "Say to the rebellious people, the house of Israel: This is what the Lord God says: I have had enough of all your detestable practices, house of Israel. 7 When you brought in foreigners, uncircumcised in both heart and flesh, to occupy My sanctuary, you defiled My temple while you offered My food — the fat and the blood. You lb broke My covenant by all your detestable practices. 8 You have not kept charge of My holy things but have appointed others to keep charge of My sanctuary for you.

				9 "This is what the Lord God says: No foreigner, uncircumcised in heart and flesh, may enter My sanctuary, not even a foreigner who is among the Israelites. 10 Surely the Levites who wandered away from Me when Israel went astray, and who strayed from Me after their idols, will bear the consequences of their sin. 11 Yet they will occupy My sanctuary, serving as guards at the temple gates and ministering at the temple. They will slaughter the •burnt offerings and other sacrifices for the people and will stand before them to serve them. 12 Because they ministered to the house of Israel before their idols and became a sinful stumbling block to them, therefore I swore an oathlc against them" — this is the declaration of the Lord God —"that they would bear the consequences of their sin. 13 They must not approach Me to serve Me as priests or come near any of My holy things or the most holy things. They will bear their disgrace and the consequences of the detestable acts they committed. 14 Yet I will make them responsible for the duties of the temple — for all its work and everything done in it.  (See 1Pt #5:A Holy People.)

				

	

The Priests' Duties and Privileges

				15 "But the Levitical priests descended from Zadok, who kept charge of My sanctuary when the Israelites went astray from Me, will approach Me to serve Me. They will stand before Me to offer Me fat and blood." This is the declaration of the Lord God. 16 "They are the ones who may enter My sanctuary and draw near to My table to serve Me. They will keep My mandate. 17 When they enter the gates of the inner court they must wear linen garments; they must not have on them anything made of wool when they minister at the gates of the inner court and within it. 18 They must wear linen turbans on their heads and linen undergarments around their waists. They are not to put on anything that makes them sweat. 19 Before they go out to the outer court, ld to the people, they must take off the clothes they have been ministering in, leave them in the holy chambers, and dress in other clothes so that they do not transmit holiness to the people through their clothes. (See Lv #15:Qualifications for Leadership.)

				20 "They may not shave their heads or let their hair grow long, but must carefully trim their hair. 21 No priest may drink wine before he enters the inner court. 22 He is not to marry a widow or a divorced woman, but must marry a virgin from the offspring of the house of Israel, or a widow who is the widow of a priest. 23 They must teach My people the difference between the holy and the common, and explain to them the difference between the •clean and the •unclean.

				24 "In a dispute, they will officiate as judges and decide the case according to My ordinances. They must observe My laws and statutes regarding all My appointed festivals, and keep My Sabbaths holy. 25 A priest may not come near a dead person so that he becomes defiled. However, he may defile himself for a father, a mother, a son, a daughter, a brother, or an unmarried sister. 26 After he is cleansed, he is to count off seven days for himself. 27 On the day he goes into the sanctuary, into the inner court to minister in the sanctuary, he must present his •sin offering." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				28 "This will be their inheritance: I am their inheritance. You are to give them no possession in Israel: I am their possession. 29 They will eat the •grain offering, the sin offering, and the •restitution offering. Everything in Israel that is permanently dedicated to the Lord will belong to them. 30 The best of all the •firstfruits of every kind and contribution of every kind from all your gifts will belong to the priests. You are to give your first batch of dough to the priest so that a blessing may rest on your homes. 31 The priests may not eat any bird or animal that died naturally or was mauled by wild beasts.

				

	

The Sacred Portion of the Land

				45 "When you divide the land by lot as an inheritance, you must set aside a donation to the Lord, a holy portion of the land, 8 1/3 milesle long and 6 2/3 miles lf wide. This entire tract of land will be holy. 2 In this area there will be a square sectionlg for the sanctuary, 875 by 875 feet,lh with 87 1/2 feetli of open space all around it. 3 From this holy portion,lj you will measure off an area 8 1/3 mileslk long and 3 1/3 milesll wide, in which the sanctuary, the most holy place, will stand.lm 4 It will be a holy area of the land to be used by the priests who minister in the sanctuary, who draw near to serve the Lord. It will be a place for their houses, as well as a holy area for the sanctuary. 5 There will be another area 8 1/3 milesln long and 3 1/3 mileslo wide for the Levites who minister in the temple; it will be their possession for towns to live in. lp

				6 "As the property of the city, you must set aside an area 1 2/3 of a milelq wide and 8 1/3 mileslr long, adjacent to the holy donation of land. It will be for the whole house of Israel. 7 And the prince will have the area on each side of the holy donation of land and the city's property, adjacent to the holy donation and the city's property, stretching to the west on the west side and to the east on the east side. Its length will correspond to one of the tribal portions from the western boundary to the eastern boundary. 8 This will be his land as a possession in Israel. My princes will no longer oppress My people but give the rest of the land to the house of Israel according to their tribes.

				9 "This is what the Lord God says: You have gone too far,ls princes of Israel! Put away violence and oppression and do what is just and right. Put an end to your evictions of My people." This is the declaration of the Lord God. 10 "You must have honest scales, an honest dry measure,lt and an honest liquid measure.lu11 The dry measurelv and the liquid measurelw will be uniform, with the liquid measure containing 5 1/2 gallonslx and the dry measure holding half a bushel.ly Their measurement will be a tenth of the standard larger capacity measure.lz12 The •shekel will weigh 20 gerahs. Your mina will equal 60 shekels.

				

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Honesty and Integrity

				[image: Getz0871.png]

				#37 As members of local communities of faith, we are to demonstrate Christ's righteousness by the way we treat both fellow believers and unbelievers.

				One of God's purposes for this future temple will be to give Israel another opportunity to carry out their missionary mandate that He gave them at Mount Sinai (Ex 19:5-6). They were to be a holy nation, reflecting God's character to all nations. Because of their persistent idolatry throughout their earthly history, they never fulfilled this mandate. 

				Peter captured the correlation between God's plan for Israel and His unique plan for the church:

				But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of the One who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. (1Pt 2:9)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can the church today carry out its missionary mandate, not only in sharing the gospel, but in the way we treat all people? (See Gl 6:10.)

				

				

	

The People's Contribution to the Sacrifices

				13 "This is the contribution you are to offer: Three quartsma from five bushelsmb of wheat and mc three quarts from five bushels of barley. 14 The quota of oil in liquid measuresmd will be one percent of everyme cor. The cor equals 10 liquid measures or one standard larger capacity measure,mf since 10 liquid measures equal one standard larger capacity measure. 15 And the quota from the flock is one animal out of every 200 from the well-watered pastures of Israel. These are for the •grain offerings, •burnt offerings, and •fellowship offerings, to make •atonement for the people." This is the declaration of the Lord God. 16 "All the people of the land must take part in this contribution for the prince in Israel. 17 Then the burnt offerings, grain offerings, and •drink offerings for the festivals, New Moons, and Sabbaths — for all the appointed times of the house of Israel — will be the prince's responsibility. He will provide the •sin offerings, grain offerings, burnt offerings, and fellowship offerings to make atonement on behalf of the house of Israel.

				18 "This is what the Lord God says: In the first month, on the first day of the month, you are to take a young, unblemished bull and purify the sanctuary. 19 The priest must take some of the blood from the sin offering and apply it to the temple doorposts, the four corners of the altar's ledge, and the doorposts of the gate to the inner court. 20 You must do the same thing on the seventh day of the month for everyone who sins unintentionally or through ignorance. In this way you will make atonement for the temple.

				21 "In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, you are to celebrate the •Passover, a festival of seven days during which unleavened bread will be eaten. 22 On that day the prince will provide a bull as a sin offering on behalf of himself and all the people of the land. 23 During the seven days of the festival, he will provide seven bulls and seven rams without blemish as a burnt offering to the Lord on each of the seven days, along with a male goat each day for a sin offering. 24 He will also provide a grain offering of half a bushelmg per bull and half a bushel per ram, along with a gallonmh of oil for every half bushel. 25 At the festival that begins on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, he will provide the same things for seven days — the same sin offerings, burnt offerings, grain offerings, and oil.

				

	

Sacrifices at Appointed Times

				46 "This is what the Lord God says: The gate of the inner court that faces east must be closed during the six days of work, but it will be opened on the Sabbath day and opened on the day of the New Moon. 2 The prince should enter from the outside by way of the gate's portico and stand at the doorpost of the gate while the priests sacrifice his •burnt offerings and •fellowship offerings. He will bow in worship at the threshold of the gate and then depart, but the gate must not be closed until evening. 3 The people of the land will also bow in worship before the Lord at the entrance of that gate on the Sabbaths and New Moons.

				4 "The burnt offering that the prince presents to the Lord on the Sabbath day is to be six unblemished lambs and an unblemished ram. 5 The •grain offering will be half a bushelmi with the ram, and the grain offering with the lambs will be whatever he wants to give, as well as a gallonmj of oil for every half bushel. 6 On the day of the New Moon, the burnt offering is to be a young, unblemished bull, as well as six lambs and a ram without blemish. 7 He will provide a grain offering of half a bushelmk with the bull, half a bushel with the ram, and whatever he can afford with the lambs, together with a gallonml of oil for every half bushel. 8 When the prince enters, he must go in by way of the gate's portico and go out the same way.

				9 "When the people of the land come before the Lord at the appointed times,mm whoever enters by way of the north gate to worship must go out by way of the south gate, and whoever enters by way of the south gate must go out by way of the north gate. No one must return through the gate by which he entered, but must go out by the opposite gate. 10 When the people enter, the prince will enter with them, and when they leave, he will leave. 11 At the festivals and appointed times, the grain offering will be half a bushelmn with the bull, half a bushel with the ram, and whatever he wants to give with the lambs, along with a gallonmo of oil for every half bushel.

				12 "When the prince makes a freewill offering, whether a burnt offering or a fellowship offering as a freewill offering to the Lord, the gate that faces east must be opened for him. He is to offer his burnt offering or fellowship offering just as he does on the Sabbath day. Then he will go out, and the gate must be closed after he leaves.

				13 "You must offer an unblemished year-old male lamb as a daily burnt offering to the Lord; you will offer it every morning.14 You must also prepare a grain offering every morning along with it: three quarts,mp with one-third of a gallonmq of oil to moisten the fine flour — a grain offering to the Lord. This is a permanent statute to be observed regularly. 15 They will offer the lamb, the grain offering, and the oil every morning as a regular burnt offering.

				

	

Transfer of Royal Lands

				16 "This is what the Lord God says: If the prince gives a gift to each of his sons as their inheritance, it will belong to his sons. It will become their property by inheritance. 17 But if he gives a gift from his inheritance to one of his servants, it will belong to that servant until the year of freedom, when it will revert to the prince. His inheritance belongs only to his sons; it is theirs. 18 The prince must not take any of the people's inheritance, evicting them from their property. He is to provide an inheritance for his sons from his own property, so that none of My people will be displaced from his own property."

				

	

The Temple Kitchens

				19 Then he brought me through the entrance that was at the side of the gate, into the priests' holy chambers, which faced north. I saw a place there at the far western end. 20 He said to me,"This is the place where the priests will boil the •restitution offering and the •sin offering, and where they will bake the grain offering, so that they do not bring them into the outer court and transmit holiness to the people." 21 Next he brought me into the outer court and led me past its four corners. There was a separate court in each of its corners. 22 In the four corners of the outer court there were enclosedmr courts, 70 feetms long by 52 1/2 feetmt wide. All four corner areas had the same dimensions. 23 There was a stone wallmu around the inside of them, around the four of them, with ovens built at the base of the walls on all sides. 24 He said to me:"These are the kitchens where those who minister at the temple will cook the people's sacrifices."

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Remembering Christ's Sacrifice

				[image: Getz0872.png]

				#38 As God's people today, we are to remember the Lord's sacrifice on the cross regularly through participation in Holy Communion.

				Jesus Christ fulfilled the sacrificial system by giving His life as the perfect Lamb of God to pay for our sins (Jn 1:29). The author of Hebrews wrote,"we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once and for all" (Heb 10:10). Members of Christ's body, the church, will never again offer sacrifices for their sins. Why then a future temple with sacrifices for sin? 

				To answer this question, we must remember that the focus of Ezekiel's vision is on the children of Israel. They have been gathered from the ends of the earth and have experienced the new birth individually and as a nation (Ezk 36:26). As God's people living under the new covenant, it will be their first opportunity to demonstrate to each other, their families, and the nations of the world that Jesus Christ was the suffering Messiah they had rejected nationally. But even though He will then be the ruling and reigning Messiah, they will also be demonstrating that they have received Him as their Lord and Savior (Jn 1:11-12). In other words, these sacrifices are a remembrance of Christ's ultimate sacrifice and an opportunity to be a witness to the nations of the world.

				Today as believers, we are to remember the death of Christ with the bread and the cup, and we are to do it regularly. Paul wrote,

				For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: On the night when He was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and said,"This is My body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of Me." In the same way, after supper He also took the cup and said,"This cup is the new covenant established by My blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes. (1Co 11:23-26)  (See Lk #46:The Lord's Supper.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what creative ways can we as believers remember the Lord with Holy Communion and at the same time be a witness to those who do not know Christ personally?

				

				

	

The Life-Giving River

				47 Then he brought me back to the entrance of the temple and there was water flowing from under the threshold of the temple toward the east, for the temple faced east. The water was coming down from under the south side of the threshold of the temple, south of the altar.2 Next he brought me out by way of the north gate and led me around the outside to the outer gate that faced east; there the water was trickling from the south side. 3 As the man went out east with a measuring line in his hand, he measured off a third of a milemv and led me through the water. It came up to my ankles. 4 Then he measured off a third of a mile and led me through the water. It came up to my knees. He measured off another third of a mile and led me through the water. It came up to my waist. 5 Again he measured off a third of a mile, and it was a river that I could not cross on foot. For the water had risen; it was deep enough to swim in, a river that could not be crossed on foot.

				6 He asked me,"Do you see this, son of man?" Then he led me back to the bank of the river. 7 When I had returned, I saw a very large number of trees along both sides of the riverbank.8 He said to me,"This water flows out to the eastern region and goes down to the •Arabah. When it enters the sea, the sea of foul water,mw the water of the sea becomes fresh.9 Every kind of living creature that swarms will live wherever the river flows, mx and there will be a huge number of fish because this water goes there. Since the water will become fresh, there will be life everywhere the river goes. 10 Fishermen will stand beside it from En-gedi to En-eglaim. These will become places where nets are spread out to dry. Their fish will consist of many different kinds, like the fish of the Mediterranean Sea.11 Yet its swamps and marshes will not be healed; they will be left for salt. 12 All kinds of trees providing food will grow along both banks of the river. Their leaves will not wither, and their fruit will not fail. Each month they will bear fresh fruit because the water comes from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be used for food and their leaves for medicine."

				A Principle to Live By - The Water of Life

				[image: Getz0873.png]

				#39 As Christ-followers, we are to convey the message to the world that God and His Son are the very source of the truth that can meet our spiritual needs. 

				If what we've observed thus far in Ezekiel's vision is literal, then it is logical to conclude that what we read about this river is also literal. The river gives life everywhere. As its waters enter the Dead Sea, which for centuries could not sustain life because of its salt content, the sea will become fresh, providing a haven for fish of all kinds. 

				There is certainly a deeper meaning. Though a literal river brings natural life, we must not forget the way the Lord Jesus Christ used water to illustrate eternal life. Speaking to the woman at the well, He said,

				Everyone who drinks from this water will get thirsty again. But whoever drinks from the water that I will give him will never get thirsty again—ever! In fact, the water I will give him will become a well of water springing up within him for eternal life. (Jn 4:13-14) 

				Later, when speaking of the coming Holy Spirit, Jesus elaborated on the water analogy even further:

				On the last and most important day of the festival, Jesus stood up and cried out,"If anyone is thirsty, he should come to Me and drink! The one who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, will have streams of living water flow from deep within him." He said this about the Spirit. Those who believed in Jesus were going to receive the Spirit, for the Spirit had not yet been received because Jesus had not yet been glorified. (Jn 7:37-39) 

				Reflection and Response

				What other illustrations did Jesus use to teach that He is the source of eternal life?  (See Mt #19:The Way of Salvation.)

				

				

	

The Borders of the Land

				13 This is what the Lord God says:"This is my the border you will use to divide the land as an inheritance for the 12 tribes of Israel. Joseph will receive two shares. 14 You will inherit it in equal portions, since I sworemz to give it to your ancestors. So this land will fall to you as an inheritance.

				15 "This is to be the border of the land:

				

				On the north side it will extend from the Mediterranean Sea by way of Hethlon and Lebo-hamath to Zedad, na 16 Berothah, and Sibraim (which is between the border of Damascus and the border of Hamath), as far as Hazer-hatticon, which is on the border of Hauran. 17 So the border will run from the sea to Hazar-enon at the border of Damascus, with the territory of Hamath to the north. This will be the northern side.

				

				18 On the east side it will run between Hauran and Damascus, along the Jordan between Gilead and the land of Israel; you will measure from the northern border to the eastern sea. This will be the eastern side.

				

				19 On the south side it will run from Tamar to the waters of Meribath-kadesh, and on to the Brook of Egypt as far as the Mediterranean Sea. This will be the southern side.

				

				20 On the west side the Mediterranean Sea will be the border, from the southern border up to a point opposite Lebo-hamath. This will be the western side.

				

				21 "You are to divide this land among yourselves according to the tribes of Israel. 22 You will allot it as an inheritance for yourselves and for the foreigners living among you, who have fathered children among you. You will treat themnb like native-born Israelites; along with you, they will be allotted an inheritance among the tribes of Israel. 23 In whatever tribe the foreigner lives, you will assign his inheritance there." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				

	

The Tribal Allotments

				48 "Now these are the names of the tribes:

				

				From the northern end, along the road of Hethlon, to Lebo-hamath as far as Hazar-enon, at the northern border of Damascus, alongside Hamath and extending from the eastern side to the sea, will be Dan — one portion.

				2 Next to the territory of Dan, from the 
east side to the west, will be Asher — one portion.

				3 Next to the territory of Asher, from the east side to the west, will be Naphtali — one portion.

				4 Next to the territory of Naphtali, from the east side to the west, will be Manasseh — one portion.

				5 Next to the territory of Manasseh, from the east side to the west, will be Ephraim — one portion.

				6 Next to the territory of Ephraim, from the 
east side to the west, will be Reuben — one portion.

				7 Next to the territory of Reuben, from the 
east side to the west, will be Judah — one portion.

				

				8 "Next to the territory of Judah, from the east side to the west, will be the portion you donate to the Lord, 8 1/3 milesnc wide, and as long as one of the tribal portions from the east side to the west. The sanctuary will be in the middle of it.

				9 "The special portion you donate to the Lord will be 8 1/3 milesnd long and 3 1/3 milesne wide. 10 This holy donation will be set apart for the priests alone. It will be 8 1/3 milesnf long on the northern side, 3 1/3 milesng wide on the western side, 3 1/3 miles wide on the eastern side, and 8 1/3 milesnh long on the southern side. The Lord's sanctuary will be in the middle of it. 11 It is for the consecrated priests, the sons of Zadok, who kept My charge and did not go astray as the Levites did when the Israelites went astray. 12 It will be a special donation for them out of the holy donation of the land, a most holy place adjacent to the territory of the Levites.

				13 "Next to the territory of the priests, the Levites will have an area 8 1/3 milesni long and 3 1/3 milesnj wide. The total length will be 8 1/3 milesnk and the width 3 1/3 miles.nl 14 They must not sell or exchange any of it, and they must not transfer this choice part of the land, for it is holy to the Lord.

				15 "The remaining area, 1 2/3 of a milenm wide and 8 1/3 milesnn long, will be for common use by the city, for both residential and open space. The city will be in the middle of it. 16 These are the city's measurements:

				

				1 1/2 milesno on the north side;

				1 1/2 miles on the south side;

				1 1/2 miles on the east side;

				and 1 1/2 miles on the west side.

				

				17 The city's open space will extend:

				

				425 feetnp to the north,

				425 feet to the south,

				425 feet to the east,

				and 425 feet to the west.

				

				18 "The remainder of the length alongside the holy donation will be 3 1/3 milesnq to the east and 3 1/3 miles to the west. It will run alongside the holy donation. Its produce will be food for the workers of the city. 19 The city's workers from all the tribes of Israel will cultivate it. 20 The entire donation will be 8 1/3 milesnr by 8 1/3 miles; you are to set apart the holy donation along with the city property as a square area.

				21 "The remaining area on both sides of the holy donation and the city property will belong to the prince. He will own the land adjacent to the tribal portions, next to the 8 1/3 milesns of the donation as far as the eastern border andnt next to the 8 1/3 milesnu of the donation as far as the western border. The holy donation and the sanctuary of the temple will be in the middle of it. 22 Except for the Levitical property and the city property in the middle of the area belonging to the prince, the area between the territory of Judah and that of Benjamin will belong to the prince.

				23 "As for the rest of the tribes:

				

				From the east side to the west, will be 
Benjamin — one portion.

				24 Next to the territory of Benjamin, from the east side to the west, will be 
Simeon — one portion.

				25 Next to the territory of Simeon, from the east side to the west, will be 
Issachar — one portion.

				26 Next to the territory of Issachar, from the east side to the west, will be 
Zebulun — one portion.

				27 Next to the territory of Zebulun, from the east side to the west, will be Gad — one 
portion.

				

				28 Next to the territory of Gad toward the south side, the border will run from Tamar to the waters of Meribath-kadesh, to the Brook of Egypt, and out to the Mediterranean Sea.29 This is the land you are to allot as an inheritance to Israel's tribes, and these will be their portions." This is the declaration of the Lord God.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Promises

				[image: Getz0874.png]

				#40 We are to trust in God's promises, realizing that He cannot lie. 

				When God called Abraham out of Ur of the Chaldeans, He promised him that he would inherit a great land, that he would become a great nation, and that he would be a blessing to the whole world (Gn 12:1-3). The land is Canaan, the nation is Israel, and the blessing is the Lord Jesus Christ.  (See Gn #5:Avoiding Rationalization.)

				Even though Abraham's descendants would violate this covenant, God would not renege on His promise. True, He removed the children of Israel from the land for a time because of their disobedience, but He will never violate His covenant. It appears that Ezekiel saw this land promise fulfilled in this final vision (cp. Nm 34:1-12).

				As believers today, we are promised eternal life. If we are truly born again we can never become unborn. We have been sealed by the Holy Spirit who is a"down payment of our inheritance" (Eph 1:13-14).  (See Eph #2:Our Position in Christ.)

				Paul, a slave of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to build up the faith of God's elect and their knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness, in the hope of eternal life that God, who cannot lie, promised before time began. (Ti 1:1-2) 

				Reflection and Response

				How can we be sure that God's promise regarding eternal life applies to each of us?  (See Jn #8:Eternal Hope.)

				

				

	

The New City

				30 "These are the exits of the city:

				

				On the north side, which measures 1 1/2 miles,nv 31 there will be three gates facing north, the gates of the city being named for the tribes of Israel: one, the gate of Reuben; one, the gate of Judah; and one, the gate of Levi.

				32 On the east side, which is 1 1/2 miles, there will be three gates: one, the gate of Joseph; one, the gate of Benjamin; and one, the gate of Dan.

				33 On the south side, which measures 1 1/2 miles, there will be three gates: one, the gate of Simeon; one, the gate of Issachar; and one, the gate of Zebulun.

				

				34 On the west side, which is 1 1/2 miles, there will be three gates: one, the gate of Gad; one, the gate of Asher; and one, the gate of Naphtali.

				

				35 The perimeter of the city will be six miles,nw and the name of the city from that day on will be: •Yahweh Is There."

				A Principle to Live By - The Eternal City

				[image: Getz0875.png]

				#41 Whether Jew or Gentile, if we are true Christ-followers, we are to look forward with eager anticipation to living eternally in the New Jerusalem. 

				The city Ezekiel saw in his vision was a renewed city, where regathered Israelites from all over the world worshiped in this new temple. However, it doesn't appear to be the new Jerusalem described by John in his vision. Note the differences:

				I also saw the Holy City, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride adorned for her husband. Then I heard a loud voice from the throne: Look! God's dwelling is with humanity, and He will live with them. They will be His people, and God Himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death will no longer exist; grief, crying, and pain will exist no longer, because the previous things have passed away. (Rv 21:2-4)  (See Rv #35:The Process of Renewal.)

				The New Jerusalem will be the final and glorious resting place for all true believers of all ages. There will no longer be a physical temple—"the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its sanctuary" (Rv 21:22).  (Review Ezk #34: A Holy Sanctuary)

				Reflection and Response

				Is your name written in"the Lamb's book of life"? (Rv 21:27; see also Jn 1:11-12.)  (See Jn #2:The Deity of Christ.)

				

				

				
					
						a1:12 Or spirit

					

					
						b1:20 Or spirit

					

					
						c1:26 Or lapis lazuli

					

					
						d1:26 Lit expanse that was over their head

					

					
						e2:3 Or Israelites and to

					

					
						f2:3 LXX omits to the rebellious pagans

					

					
						g2:4 Lit hard of face

					

					
						h3:3 Lit feed your belly
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						j4:4 Or punishment

					

					
						k4:10 Lit 20 shekels
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						n5:10 Lit you

					

					
						o5:15 DSS, LXX, Syr, Tg, Vg; MT reads she

					

					
						p6:6 Hb obscure

					

					
						q6:12 Or besieged

					

					
						r6:14 Some Hb mss, some LXX mss read Riblah ; 2Kg 23:33; Jr 39:5

					

					
						s7:7 Hb obscure

					

					
						t7:11 Some Hb mss, Syr, Vg read and no rest

					

					
						u7:13 Lit sold, while still in life is their life

					

					
						v7:20 Or They turned their beautiful ornaments into objects of pride, and

					

					
						w8:2 LXX; MT, Vg read of fire

					

					
						x8:17 Ancient Jewish tradition reads My nose

					

					
						y10:1 Or lapis lazuli

					

					
						z10:11 Lit go after it

					

					
						aa11:3 Or The time is not near to build houses.

					

					
						ab11:7 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr, Tg, Vg; other Hb mss read He

					

					
						ac11:15 LXX, Syr read your relatives, your fellow exiles

					

					
						ad11:15 Or own brothers, your relatives

					

					
						ae11:19 Lit flesh

					

					
						af12:10 Lit are among them

					

					
						ag12:12 LXX, Syr read He

					

					
						ah12:19 Lit its

					

					
						ai13:11 One Hb ms, LXX, Vg; other Hb mss read and you, hailstones, will plunge

					

					
						aj13:17 Lit set your face

					

					
						ak14:4 Alt Hb tradition reads him who comes

					

					
						al14:7 Lit Me for himself

					

					
						am16:4 Hb obscure

					

					
						an16:6 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr omit Yes, I said to you as you lay in your blood: Live!

					

					
						ao16:7 LXX reads Thrive; I made you

					

					
						ap16:7 Or matured and developed the loveliest of ornaments

					

					
						aq16:15 Hb obscure

					

					
						ar16:16 Hb obscure

					

					
						as16:47 Lit they in all your ways

					

					
						at16:50 Or them as you have seen

					

					
						au16:53 LXX, Vg; MT reads Samaria and her daughters and the fortunes of

					

					
						av16:57 Some Hb mss, Syr read Edom

					

					
						aw16:61 Some LXX mss, Syr read I

					

					
						ax17:5 Hb obscure

					

					
						ay17:21 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr, Tg read choice men

					

					
						az19:7 Tg, Aq; MT reads knew their widows

					

					
						ba19:9 Or put him in a cage

					

					
						bb19:10 Some Hb mss; other Hb mss read blood
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						be20:5 Lit I lifted My hand
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						bj20:42 Lit lifted My hand
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						bo21:10 Hb obscure
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						bu21:22 Lit rams, open the mouth in
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						bw21:25 Lit come in the time of the punishment of the end

					

					
						bx21:26 Lit This not this
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						ca22:16 One Hb ms, LXX, Syr, Vg read I

					

					
						cb22:24-25 LXX reads indignation, 25 whose princes within her are

					

					
						cc22:26 Lit close their eyes from

					

					
						cd23:16 Lit of her eyes

					

					
						ce23:24 LXX reads nations, from the north, chariots and ; Hb obscure

					

					
						cf23:32 Or It will bring

					

					
						cg23:42 Or Sabeans

					

					
						ch23:46 Or I will summon

					

					
						ci24:5 Lit bones

					

					
						cj24:7 Lit For her blood

					

					
						ck24:10 Some Hb mss read well; remove the broth ; LXX reads fire so that the meat may be cooked and the broth may be reduced

					

					
						cl24:10 Or and stir the broth

					

					
						cm24:12 Hb obscure

					

					
						cn24:14 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr, Tg, Vg; other Hb mss read They

					

					
						co24:17 Lit men

					

					
						cp24:22 Lit men

					

					
						cq25:9 Lit with the cities, with its

					

					
						cr25:16 Lit the seacoast

					

					
						cs26:8 Lit ramp against you

					

					
						ct26:17 Some LXX mss read How you were destroyed from the seas, city of renown!

					

					
						cu26:17 Lit and all her inhabitants who put their terror on all her inhabitants ; Hb obscure

					

					
						cv26:20 Lit the lower parts of the earth

					

					
						cw26:20 Some Hb mss, LXX; other Hb mss, Syr read in

					

					
						cx26:20 LXX reads or appear

					

					
						cy27:9 Lit sailors were with

					

					
						cz27:11 Or quivers ; Hb obscure

					

					
						da27:13 Lit souls of men

					

					
						db27:15 LXX reads Rhodes

					

					
						dc27:16 Some Hb mss, Aq, Syr read Edom

					

					
						dd27:16 Hb obscure

					

					
						de27:16 Hb obscure

					

					
						df27:16 Hb obscure

					

					
						dg27:17 Or resin ; Hb obscure

					

					
						dh27:18 Or and wool from Zahar

					

					
						di27:19 Or Dan

					

					
						dj27:19 Hb obscure

					

					
						dk27:21 Lit trading

					

					
						dl27:24 Hb obscure

					

					
						dm27:25 Or and very glorious

					

					
						dn27:27 Lit with all your assembly among you

					

					
						do27:32 Hb obscure

					

					
						dp27:36 Lit hiss

					

					
						dq28:2 Lit Because your

					

					
						dr28:9 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr, Vg; other Hb mss read of the one who kills

					

					
						ds28:12 Or sealer

					

					
						dt28:12 Hb obscure

					

					
						du28:13 Hb obscure

					

					
						dv28:13 Or lapis lazuli

					

					
						dw28:13 Or malachite, or garnet

					

					
						dx28:13 Or beryl

					

					
						dy28:14 Or With an anointed guardian cherub

					

					
						dz28:16 Or and the guardian cherub banished you

					

					
						ea28:23 Or within her by the sword

					

					
						eb28:24 Lit longer have

					

					
						ec29:3 Or crocodile

					

					
						ed29:6 LXX, Syr, Vg read you

					

					
						ee29:7 LXX, Syr, Vg; MT reads and you caused their hips to stand

					

					
						ef29:9 LXX, Syr, Vg; MT reads he

					

					
						eg29:12 Or Egypt the most desolate of

					

					
						eh29:12 Or be the most desolate of

					

					
						ei30:5 Or all Arabia

					

					
						ej30:5 Lit Cub ; Hb obscure

					

					
						ek30:7 Or be the most desolate of

					

					
						el30:7 Or will be the most ruined of

					

					
						em30:10 Or pomp, or wealth

					

					
						en30:15 Or pomp, or wealth

					

					
						eo30:16 Or foes daily

					

					
						ep30:17 LXX, Vg; MT reads iniquity

					

					
						eq30:17 Or and the women ; lit and they

					

					
						er30:18 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr, Tg, Vg; other Hb mss read will withhold

					

					
						es30:18 Or Egypt

					

					
						et31:3 Or thick foliage

					

					
						eu31:10 Syr, Vg; MT, LXX read you

					

					
						ev31:10 Or thick foliage

					

					
						ew31:10 Lit its heart

					

					
						ex31:14 Or thick foliage

					

					
						ey31:15 Or I covered it with the underground deep

					

					
						ez31:17 LXX, Syr read offspring

					

					
						fa31:17 Lit arm

					

					
						fb32:2 Or Lion of the nations, you are destroyed;

					

					
						fc32:2 Lit their

					

					
						fd32:3 LXX, Vg read I

					

					
						fe32:17 LXX reads year, in the first month,

					

					
						ff32:18 Lit the lower parts of the earth

					

					
						fg32:24 Lit the lower parts of the earth

					

					
						fh32:26 Lit Meshech-tubal

					

					
						fi32:27 LXX reads of antiquity

					

					
						fj32:27 Or Do they not . . . heads?

					

					
						fk32:32 Alt Hb tradition, LXX, Syr read his

					

					
						fl33:5 Lit on him

					

					
						fm33:24 Lit these

					

					
						fn33:31 Lit you like the coming of a people

					

					
						fo34:10 Lit their hand

					

					
						fp34:16 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr, Vg read watch over

					

					
						fq34:26 Lit season; they will be showers

					

					
						fr34:29 LXX, Syr read a plant of peace

					

					
						fs35:11 LXX reads you

					

					
						ft36:5 Lit gave

					

					
						fu36:5 Or contempt, to empty it of ; Hb obscure

					

					
						fv36:7 Lit lift up My hand

					

					
						fw36:14 Alt Hb tradition reads and cause your nation to stumble

					

					
						fx36:15 Some Hb mss, Tg read no longer bereave your nation of children

					

					
						fy36:26 Lit stone from your flesh

					

					
						fz36:37 Lit flock of people

					

					
						ga36:38 Lit the flock of consecrated things, as the flock

					

					
						gb37:9 Or wind, or spirit

					

					
						gc37:10 Or wind, or spirit

					

					
						gd37:23 Some Hb mss, LXX, Sym; other Hb mss read their settlements where

					

					
						ge38:2 Or the prince of Rosh,

					

					
						gf38:8 Lit from the sword

					

					
						gg38:13 Lit young lions, or villages

					

					
						gh38:18 Lit up in My anger

					

					
						gi39:1 Or Gog, prince of Rosh,

					

					
						gj39:11 Hb obscure

					

					
						gk39:14 Or basis, some to pass through the land, and with them some to bury those

					

					
						gl39:26 Some emend to will forget

					

					
						gm39:26 Lit will bear

					

					
						gn39:28 Lit behind there any longer

					

					
						go40:5 Lit six cubits by the cubit and a handbreadth

					

					
						gp40:5 Lit was one rod

					

					
						gq40:5 Lit was one rod

					

					
						gr40:7 Lit was one rod

					

					
						gs40:7 Lit and one rod

					

					
						gt40:7 Lit five cubits

					

					
						gu40:7 Lit was one rod

					

					
						gv40:8-9 Some Hb mss, Syr, Vg; other Hb mss read gate facing the temple side; it was one rod. 9 Then he measured the portico of the gate; it

					

					
						gw40:9 Lit eight cubits

					

					
						gx40:9 Lit two cubits

					

					
						gy40:11 Lit 10 cubits

					

					
						gz40:11 Lit length

					

					
						ha40:11 Lit 13 cubits

					

					
						hb40:12 Lit one cubit

					

					
						hc40:12 Lit six cubits

					

					
						hd40:13 Lit 25 cubits

					

					
						he40:14 Lit 60 cubits

					

					
						hf40:14 Hb obscure

					

					
						hg40:15 Lit 50 cubits

					

					
						hh40:19 Lit 100 cubits

					

					
						hi40:21 Lit 50 cubits

					

					
						hj40:21 Lit 25 cubits

					

					
						hk40:23 Lit 100 cubits

					

					
						hl40:25 Lit 50 cubits

					

					
						hm40:25 Lit 25 cubits

					

					
						hn40:27 Lit 100 cubits

					

					
						ho40:29 Lit 50 cubits

					

					
						hp40:29 Lit 25 cubits

					

					
						hq40:30 Lit five cubits

					

					
						hr40:30 Some Hb mss, LXX omit v. 30

					

					
						hs40:33 Lit 50 cubits

					

					
						ht40:33 Lit 25 cubits

					

					
						hu40:36 Lit 50 cubits

					

					
						hv40:36 Lit 25 cubits

					

					
						hw40:37 LXX; MT reads pilasters

					

					
						hx40:38 Text emended; MT reads door was by the pilasters, at the gates

					

					
						hy40:42 Lit one and a half cubits

					

					
						hz40:42 Lit one cubit

					

					
						ia40:43 Lit one handbreadth

					

					
						ib40:43 Or ledges

					

					
						ic40:44 LXX reads were two chambers

					

					
						id40:44 LXX; MT reads singers, which was

					

					
						ie40:44 LXX; MT reads east

					

					
						if40:47 Lit 100 cubits

					

					
						ig40:48 Lit five cubits

					

					
						ih40:48 Lit 14 cubits

					

					
						ii40:48 LXX; MT omits 24 1/2 feet, and the side walls of the gate were

					

					
						ij40:48 Lit three cubits

					

					
						ik40:49 Lit 20 cubits

					

					
						il40:49 LXX; MT reads 19 1/4

					

					
						im40:49 Lit 12 cubits

					

					
						in40:49 MT reads and it was on steps that they would go

					

					
						io41:1 LXX; MT reads pilasters; they were 10 1/2 feet wide on each side — the width of the tabernacle

					

					
						ip41:1 Lit six cubits

					

					
						iq41:2 Lit 10 cubits

					

					
						ir41:2 Lit five cubits

					

					
						is41:2 Lit 40 cubits

					

					
						it41:2 Lit 20 cubits

					

					
						iu41:3 Lit two cubits

					

					
						iv41:3 Lit six cubits

					

					
						iw41:3 LXX; MT reads width of the entrance

					

					
						ix41:3 Lit seven cubits

					

					
						iy41:4 Lit 20 cubits

					

					
						iz41:5 Lit six cubits

					

					
						ja41:5 Lit four cubits

					

					
						jb41:6 Lit another three and 30 times

					

					
						jc41:7 Hb obscure

					

					
						jd41:8 Lit a full rod of six cubits of a joint ; Hb obscure

					

					
						je41:9 Lit five cubits

					

					
						jf41:10 Lit 20 cubits

					

					
						jg41:11 Lit five cubits

					

					
						jh41:12 Lit 70 cubits

					

					
						ji41:12 Lit five cubits

					

					
						jj41:12 Lit 90 cubits

					

					
						jk41:13 Lit 100 cubits

					

					
						jl41:15 Or ledges

					

					
						jm41:21-22 Or and in front of the sanctuary was something that looked like 22 an altar

					

					
						jn41:22 Lit three cubits

					

					
						jo41:22 Lit two cubits

					

					
						jp41:22 LXX reads long and 3 1/2 feet wide

					

					
						jq41:22 LXX reads base

					

					
						jr41:25 Hb obscure

					

					
						js41:26 Hb obscure

					

					
						jt42:2 Lit 100 cubits

					

					
						ju42:2 Lit 50 cubits

					

					
						jv42:3 Lit 20 cubits

					

					
						jw42:4 Lit 10 cubits

					

					
						jx42:4 Lit 100 cubits

					

					
						jy42:4 LXX, Syr; MT reads wide, a way of one cubit

					

					
						jz42:7 Lit 50 cubits

					

					
						ka42:8 Lit 100 cubits

					

					
						kb42:10 LXX; MT reads east

					

					
						kc42:12 Or protective ; Hb obscure

					

					
						kd42:16 Lit 500 in rods ; also in vv. 17-20

					

					
						ke42:16 Lit rod all around

					

					
						kf42:17 LXX reads Then he turned to the north and

					

					
						kg42:17 Lit rod all around

					

					
						kh42:18 LXX reads Then he turned to the south and

					

					
						ki43:3 Some Hb mss, Theod, Vg; other Hb mss, LXX, Syr read I

					

					
						kj43:7 Or monuments

					

					
						kk43:7 Some Hb mss, Theod, Tg read their death

					

					
						kl43:9 Or monuments

					

					
						km43:10-11 LXX, Vg; MT reads pattern. 11 And if they are ashamed . . . done, reveal

					

					
						kn43:13 Lit in cubits (a cubit being a cubit plus a handbreadth)

					

					
						ko43:13 Lit one cubit

					

					
						kp43:13 Lit one span

					

					
						kq43:13 LXX reads height

					

					
						kr43:14 Lit two cubits

					

					
						ks43:14 Lit one cubit

					

					
						kt43:14 Lit four cubits

					

					
						ku43:15 Hb obscure

					

					
						kv43:15 Lit four cubits

					

					
						kw43:16 Lit 12 cubits

					

					
						kx43:17 Lit 14 cubits

					

					
						ky43:17 Lit one-half cubit

					

					
						kz43:17 Lit one cubit

					

					
						la43:26 Lit will fill its hands

					

					
						lb44:7 LXX, Syr, Vg; MT reads They

					

					
						lc44:12 Lit I lifted My hand

					

					
						ld44:19 Some Hb mss, LXX, Syr, Vg; other Hb mss read court, to the outer court

					

					
						le45:1 Lit 25,000 cubits

					

					
						lf45:1 LXX reads 20,000 cubits ; MT reads 10,000 cubits

					

					
						lg45:2 Lit square all around

					

					
						lh45:2 Lit 500 by 500 cubits

					

					
						li45:2 Lit 50 cubits

					

					
						lj45:3 Lit this measured portion

					

					
						lk45:3 Lit 25,000 cubits

					

					
						ll45:3 Lit 10,000 cubits

					

					
						lm45:3 Lit be

					

					
						ln45:5 Lit 25,000 cubits

					

					
						lo45:5 Lit 10,000 cubits

					

					
						lp45:5 LXX; MT, Syr, Tg, Vg read possession — 20 chambers

					

					
						lq45:6 Lit 5,000 cubits

					

					
						lr45:6 Lit 25,000 cubits

					

					
						ls45:9 Lit Enough of you

					

					
						lt45:10 Lit an honest ephah

					

					
						lu45:10 Lit and an honest bath

					

					
						lv45:11 Lit the ephah

					

					
						lw45:11 Lit the bath

					

					
						lx45:11 Lit one-tenth of a homer

					

					
						ly45:11 Lit one-tenth of a homer

					

					
						lz45:11 Lit be based on the homer

					

					
						ma45:13 Lit One-sixth of an ephah

					

					
						mb45:13 Lit a homer

					

					
						mc45:13 LXX, Vg; MT reads and you are to give

					

					
						md45:14 Lit oil, the bath, the oil

					

					
						me45:14 Lit be a tenth of the bath from the

					

					
						mf45:14 Lit 10 baths, a homer

					

					
						mg45:24 Lit an ephah

					

					
						mh45:24 Lit a hin

					

					
						mi46:5 Lit an ephah

					

					
						mj46:5 Lit a hin

					

					
						mk46:7 Lit an ephah

					

					
						ml46:7 Lit a hin

					

					
						mm46:9 Or the festivals

					

					
						mn46:11 Lit an ephah

					

					
						mo46:11 Lit a hin

					

					
						mp46:14 Lit one-sixth of an ephah

					

					
						mq46:14 Lit one-third of a hin

					

					
						mr46:22 Hb obscure

					

					
						ms46:22 Lit 40 cubits

					

					
						mt46:22 Lit 30 cubits

					

					
						mu46:23 Or a row

					

					
						mv47:3 Lit 1,000 cubits ; also in vv. 4-5

					

					
						mw47:8 Or enters the sea, being brought out to the sea ; Hb obscure

					

					
						mx47:9 LXX, Vg; MT reads the two rivers flow

					

					
						my47:13 Tg, Vg; Syr reads The valley of

					

					
						mz47:14 Lit lifted My hand

					

					
						na47:15 LXX; MT reads and Lebo to Zedad, Hamath ; Ezk 48:1

					

					
						nb47:22 Lit They will be to you

					

					
						nc48:8 Lit 25,000 cubits

					

					
						nd48:9 Lit 25,000 cubits

					

					
						ne48:9 Lit 10,000 cubits

					

					
						nf48:10 Lit 25,000 cubits

					

					
						ng48:10 Lit 10,000 cubits

					

					
						nh48:10 Lit 25,000 cubits

					

					
						ni48:13 Lit 25,000 cubits

					

					
						nj48:13 Lit 10,000 cubits

					

					
						nk48:13 Lit 25,000 cubits

					

					
						nl48:13 Lit 10,000 cubits

					

					
						nm48:15 Lit 5,000 cubits

					

					
						nn48:15 Lit 25,000 cubits

					

					
						no48:16 Lit 4,500 cubits

					

					
						np48:17 Lit 250 cubits

					

					
						nq48:18 Lit 10,000 cubits

					

					
						nr48:20 Lit 25,000 cubits

					

					
						ns48:21 Lit 25,000 cubits

					

					
						nt48:21 Lit border, and to the west,

					

					
						nu48:21 Lit 25,000 cubits

					

					
						nv48:30 Lit 4,500 cubits ; also in vv. 32,34-35

					

					
						nw48:35 Lit 18,000 cubits

					

				

			

	

				Daniel

				Author: Daniel

				Date of events: 605–536 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				Daniel is the last author in the section of the Bible called the Major Prophets. He was deported to Babylon during the first siege of Jerusalem in 597 b.c. and, along with his three friends, chosen to be prepared for public service. Daniel and his companions were very young, but they exercised great faith. Amid the temptations and challenges of the king's court, they held to their convictions even when threatened with death. 

				Daniel teaches us principles of brave faith

				

				

				Daniel received most of his prophetic messages by way of visions. Some of what he saw has now already come true, which solidifies his credentials as a prophet and encourages us that his other prophecies will also come true. Furthermore, it confirms for us the fact that God is able to reveal the future to His prophets.

				Daniel teaches us principles of divine prophecy

				

				

				When Daniel saw that it was time for Jeremiah's prophecy to come true—that Israel would be restored to the promised land—he humbled himself, confessed his sins and the sins of his people, and then pleaded for God to act. He knew that the Lord was not obligated to fulfill His promise when people had failed to exercise faith and obedience. He also knew that people do not deserve to receive anything from God based on their works, but that any blessings people receive from God come as a result of God's grace, mercy, and compassion. His humble prayer serves as a model for us, though as Christians we have the added advantages of an Advocate at God's throne and the Holy Spirit in our hearts.

				Daniel teaches us principles of confident yet humble prayer

				

				

				Daniel not only interpreted dreams, he actually discerned a dream before it was told to him. But he acknowledged that he or anyone else could only interpret dreams through God's power and direct revelation. Daniel was blessed with many gifts and talents, served in kings' palaces, held high office, and was used by God mightily over a very long career. However, he did not allow any of these things to make his heart swell with pride. 

				Daniel teaches us Principles to Live By

				

				

			

			
				list of principles in Daniel

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-2

							
								
								#1: God's Sovereignty and Human Freedom

							
								
								Though God is sovereign and in control of the universe, we are responsible to obey His directives in the Word of God.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:3-8

							
								
								#2: Total Commitment

							
								
								To make deliberate and wise decisions to live in God's will day by day, we must make a heart decision to honor God in all we do.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								1:9-21

							
								
								#3: Walking in Wisdom

							
								
								We are to do all we can to win the trust and respect of non-Christians without compromising our biblical convictions.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:1-18

							
								
								#4: The Power of Prayer

							
								
								When we encounter challenges that seem insurmountable, we are to pray and ask God for His power to do what is right.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								2:19-49

							
								
								#5: Honoring God

							
								
								Though we are to make full use of our earthly talents and abilities to live in God's will, we're always to honor and glorify Him for what He has accomplished through us.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								3:1–4:3

							
								
								#6: Facing Persecution

							
								
								We are to trust God to empower us to avoid any form of idolatry, regardless of the persecution we may experience.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								4:4-37

							
								
								#7: Prideful Tendencies

							
								
								Even as believers, we must constantly be on guard against our human tendencies to be prideful and take inappropriate credit for our accomplishments.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								5:1-31

							
								
								#8: Learning from the Past

							
								
								We are to learn from those who have gone before us, avoiding their mistakes and emulating their positive attitudes and actions.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								6:1-24

							
								
								#9: Living without Compromise

							
								
								We are to practice our faith boldly, but with wisdom, discretion, and humility.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								7:1-28

							
								
								#10: Fulfilled Prophecy

							
								
								We should become aware of those prophetic details that have not been fulfilled so we can be alert to how they may correlate with what is happening in the world today.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								8:26-27

							
								
								#11: Our Holy God

							
								
								In view of the way direct encounters with God impacted biblical personalities physically, psychologically, and spiritually, we should be very cautious in claiming to have similar experiences. 

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								9:1-19

							
								
								#12: A Model Prayer

							
								
								To pray effectively, we should acknowledge God's greatness, remind Him of His glorious promises, confess our sins, and be specific in our requests.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								9:20-23

							
								
								#13: Eternal Rewards

							
								
								We are to walk in God's will so He will be pleased with our attitudes and actions and reward us at the judgment seat of Christ.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								9:24-27

							
								
								#14: Being Prepared

							
								
								Though we don't know when Jesus Christ will return, we should always be prepared spiritually for this event.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								10:1-11

							
								
								#15: Strength in 
Weakness

							
								
								When we feel the most inadequate we should consider it an opportunity to experience God's supernatural enablement.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								10:12-21

							
								
								#16: The Armor of God

							
								
								We are to clothe ourselves with God's armor consistently so we can defeat Satan and his emissaries when they attack us in various ways.

							
								
								16

							
						

						
								
								11:1-35

							
								
								#17: Prophetic History

							
								
								We must understand that the Holy Spirit at times inspired prophets to record prophetic history that has been fulfilled before our time so that we will take seriously future events that are still to be fulfilled.

							
								
								17

							
						

						
								
								11:36–12:13

							
								
								#18: The Great 
Tribulation

							
								
								As members of the body of Jesus Christ (the church), we are to encourage one another with the great truth that we will not experience God's wrath.

							
								
								18

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Daniel

				Daniel's Captivity in Babylon

				1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzara king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and laid siege to it. 2 The Lord handed Jehoiakim king of Judah over to him, along with some of the vessels from the house of God. Nebuchadnezzar carried them to the land of Babylon,b to the house of his god,c and put the vessels in the treasury of his god.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Sovereignty and Human Freedom

				[image: Getz0876.png]

				#1 Though God is sovereign and in control of the universe, we are responsible to obey His directives in the Word of God. 

				We see this antinomy or paradox throughout Israel's history. It is dramatically illustrated in the opening verses of the book of Daniel. Jehoiakim was one of the wickedest kings in Judah. After being warned specifically by Jeremiah regarding the judgment to come he persisted in his evil deeds. He even arrogantly cut up the Scriptures and tossed them into a"blazing fire" (Jr 36:22-23). 

				The Scriptures are clear regarding God's will for this evil king. If Jehoiakim had obeyed God, he, along with the"house of Judah," would have escaped the Lord's judgment (Jr 36:3). But as a result of his rebellion, the Lord handed Jehoiakim over to the king of Babylon and he became a puppet king in Judah (Dn 1:2). Ultimately, he was probably assassinated.  (See 1Kg #17:God's Sovereignty and Human Responsibility.)

				The New Testament book of Acts reports what happened after Peter and John had been threatened and released by members of the Sanhedrin, the top Jewish council. In their praise as well as in their petitions, the believers in Jerusalem acknowledged both the sovereignty of God and the free actions of humans. After recognizing God as the sovereign Creator (Ac 4:24-26), they prayed,

				For, in fact, in this city both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, assembled together against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, to do whatever Your hand and Your plan had predestined to take place. And now, Lord, consider their threats, and grant that Your slaves may speak Your message with complete boldness, while You stretch out Your hand for healing, signs, and wonders to be performed through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus. (Ac 4:27-30) 

				Reflection and Response

				How can we believe in both the sovereignty of God and the freedom He has given us to obey or disobey without becoming imbalanced in our thinking and actions?

				

				3 The king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief of his court officials,d to bring some of the Israelites from the royal family and from the nobility — 4 young men without any physical defect, good-looking, suitable for instruction in all wisdom, knowledgeable, perceptive, and capable of serving in the king's palace — and to teach them the Chaldean language and literature. 5 The king assigned them daily provisions from the royal food and from the wine that he drank. They were to be trained for three years, and at the end of that time they were to serve in the king's court.e 6 Among them, from the descendants of Judah, were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 7 The chief official gave them other names: he gave the name Belteshazzar to Daniel, Shadrach to Hananiah, Meshach to Mishael, and Abednego to Azariah.

				

	

Faithfulness in Babylon

				8 Daniel determined that he would not defile himself with the king's food or with the wine he drank. So he asked permission from the chief official not to defile himself. 

				A Principle to Live By - Total Commitment

				[image: Getz0877.png]

				#2 To make deliberate and wise decisions to live in God's will day by day, we must make a heart decision to honor God in all we do.

				As a young man just 15 years of age, Daniel became a leader and example among the other young men who were taken to Babylon. When he"determined that he would not defile himself," he literally made this decision in his heart (v. 8). It was a deep conviction involving his intellect as well as his emotions and his will.  (See Jr #1:Ready to Serve.)

				Long before Paul wrote to the Romans and exhorted them"to present [their] bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God," Daniel was practicing this truth. To paraphrase Paul, Daniel had determined that he would not be conformed to his age, but he would be transformed by the renewing of his mind in order to be able to discern the will of God (Rm 12:1-2). He was totally committed to the God he served.  (See 2Ch #11:A Heart Decision; Rm #21: Christ-Centered Worship.)

				Reflection and Response

				If Daniel and his three friends could live in the will of God in a pagan environment, why should it be easier for us to live this way in the twenty-first century?

				

				9 God had granted Daniel favor and compassion from the chief official, 10 yet he said to Daniel,"My lord the king assigned your food and drink. I'm afraid of what would happen if he saw your faces looking thinner than those of the other young men your age. You would endanger my lifef with the king."

				11 So Daniel said to the guard whom the chief official had assigned to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 12 "Please test your servants for 10 days. Let us be given vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 Then examine our appearance and the appearance of the young men who are eating the king's food, and deal with your servants based on what you see." 14 He agreed with them about this and tested them for 10 days. 15 At the end of 10 days they looked better and healthierg than all the young men who were eating the king's food. 16 So the guard continued to remove their food and the wine they were to drink and gave them vegetables.

				

	

Faithfulness Rewarded

				17 God gave these four young men knowledge and understanding in every kind of literature and wisdom. Daniel also understood visions and dreams of every kind. 18 At the end of the time that the king had said to present them, the chief official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The king interviewed them, and among all of them, no one was found equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. So they began to serve in the king's court. 20 In every matter of wisdom and understanding that the king consulted them about, he found them 10 timesh better than all the diviner-priests and mediums in his entire kingdom. 21 Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus.

				A Principle to Live By - Walking in Wisdom

				[image: Getz0878.png]

				#3 We are to do all we can to win the trust and respect of non-Christians without compromising our biblical convictions.

				Even though Daniel lived in a pagan environment, he approached his superiors with respect. He sought permission rather than demanding it. He identified with Ashpenaz's hesitancy and fear to grant his request and tried to avoid creating the same tension for his guard (vv. 9-10). 

				The New Testament underscores the importance of this principle:

				Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that in a case where they speak against you as those who do what is evil, they will, by observing your good works, glorify God on the day of visitation. (1Pt 2:12) 

				But honor the Messiah as Lord in your hearts. Always be ready to give a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you. However, do this with gentleness and respect, keeping your conscience clear, so that when you are accused, those who denounce your Christian life will be put to shame. (1Pt 3:15-16)  (See 1Pt #9:Corporate Witness.)

				Act wisely toward outsiders, making the most of the time. Your speech should always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you should answer each person. (Col 4:5-6)  (See Col #9:Prayer and Evangelism.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the opportunities God has given us in our twenty-first century environment to walk in wisdom in the presence of unbelievers?

				

				

	

Nebuchadnezzar's Dream

				2 In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams that troubled him, and sleep deserted him.2 So the king gave orders to summon the diviner-priests, mediums, sorcerers, and Chaldeans to tell the king his dreams. When they came and stood before the king, 3 he said to them,"I have had a dream and am anxious to understand it."

				4 The Chaldeans spoke to the king (Aramaic begins here):"May the king live forever. Tell your servants the dream, and we will give the interpretation."

				5 The king replied to the Chaldeans,"My word is final: If you don't tell me the dream and its interpretation, you will be torn limb from limb,i and your houses will be made a garbage dump.6 But if you make the dream and its interpretation known to me, you'll receive gifts, a reward, and great honor from me. So make the dream and its interpretation known to me."

				7 They answered a second time,"May the king tell the dream to his servants, and we will give the interpretation."

				8 The king replied,"I know for certain you are trying to gain some time, because you see that my word is final. 9 If you don't tell me the dream, there is one decree for you. You have conspired to tell me something false or fraudulent until the situation changes. So tell me the dream and I will know you can give me its interpretation."

				10 The Chaldeans answered the king,"No one on earth can make known what the king requests. Consequently, no king, however great and powerful, has ever asked anything like this of any diviner-priest, medium, or Chaldean. 11 What the king is asking is so difficult that no one can make it known to him except the gods, whose dwelling is not with mortals."12 Because of this, the king became violently angry and gave orders to destroy all the wise men of Babylon. 13 The decree was issued that the wise men were to be executed, and they searched for Daniel and his friends, to execute them.

				14 Then Daniel responded with tact and discretion to Arioch, the commander of the king's guard,j who had gone out to execute the wise men of Babylon. 15 He asked Arioch, the king's officer,"Why is the decree from the king so harsh?"k Then Arioch explained the situation to Daniel. 16 So Daniel went and asked the king to give him some time, so that he could give the king the interpretation.

				17 Then Daniel went to his house and told his friends Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah about the matter, 18 urging them to ask the God of heaven for mercy concerning this mystery, so Daniel and his friends would not be killed with the rest of Babylon's wise men.

				A Principle to Live By - The Power of Prayer

				[image: Getz0879.png]

				#4 When we encounter challenges that seem insurmountable, we are to pray and ask God for His power to do what is right.

				From a human perspective, Daniel and his three friends faced an insurmountable problem. As young men just 17 years of age, they were destined to die with all the wise men of Babylon who could not tell Nebuchadnezzar his bizarre dream and what it meant (v. 13). Consequently, Daniel called an urgent prayer session and together they asked God for help.

				When believers pray in the will of God with the right motives, it makes a difference, even though God in His sovereign omniscience already knows the future. Consider the following New Testament references to prayer:

				Pray constantly. Give thanks in everything, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 
(1Th 5:17-18)

				Now this is the confidence we have before Him: Whenever we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears whatever we ask, we know that we have what we have asked Him for. (1Jn 5:14-15)  (See 1Jn #16:Effective Prayer.)

				You do not have because you do not ask. You ask and don't receive because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your evil desires. (Jms 4:2d-3) 

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways have you seen God answer prayer when you faced what seemed to be an insurmountable challenge?  (See Neh #1:Intense Prayer.)

				

				19 The mystery was then revealed to Daniel in a vision at night, and Daniel praised the God of heaven 20 and declared:

				

				May the name of God

				be praised forever and ever,

				for wisdom and power belong to Him.

				21 He changes the times and seasons;

				He removes kings and establishes kings.

				He gives wisdom to the wise

				and knowledge to those

				who have understanding.

				22 He reveals the deep and hidden things;

				He knows what is in the darkness,

				and light dwells with Him.

				23 I offer thanks and praise to You,

				God of my fathers,

				because You have given me

				wisdom and power.

				And now You have let me know

				what we asked of You,

				for You have let us know

				the king's mystery.l

				

				24 Therefore Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had assigned to destroy the wise men of Babylon. He came and said to him,"Don't kill the wise men of Babylon! Bring me before the king, and I will give him the interpretation."

				25 Then Arioch quickly brought Daniel before the king and said to him,"I have found a man among the Judean exiles who can let the king know the interpretation."

				26 The king said in reply to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar,"Are you able to tell me the dream I had and its interpretation?"

				27 Daniel answered the king:"No wise man, medium, diviner-priest, or astrologer is able to make known to the king the mystery he asked about. 28 But there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and He has let King Nebuchadnezzar know what will happen in the last days. Your dream and the visions that came into your mind as you lay in bed were these: 29 Your Majesty, while you were in your bed, thoughts came to your mind about what will happen in the future.m The revealer of mysteries has let you know what will happen. 30 As for me, this mystery has been revealed to me, not because I have more wisdom than anyone living, but in order that the interpretation might be made known to the king, and that you may understand the thoughts of your mind.

				

	

The Dream's Interpretation

				31 "My king, as you were watching, a colossal statue appeared. That statue, tall and dazzling, was standing in front of you, and its appearance was terrifying. 32 The head of the statue was pure gold, its chest and arms were silver, its stomach and thighs were bronze, 33 its legs were iron, and its feet were partly iron and partly fired clay. 34 As you were watching, a stone broke off without a hand touching it,n struck the statue on its feet of iron and fired clay, and crushed them. 35 Then the iron, the fired clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were shattered and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors. The wind carried them away, and not a trace of them could be found. But the stone that struck the statue became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.

				36 "This was the dream; now we will tell the king its interpretation. 37 Your Majesty, you are king of kings. The God of heaven has given you sovereignty, power, strength, and glory. 38 Wherever people live — or wild animals, or birds of the air — He has handed them over to you and made you ruler over them all. You are the head of gold.

				39 "After you, there will arise another kingdom, inferior to yours, and then another, a third kingdom, of bronze, which will rule the whole earth. 40 A fourth kingdom will be as strong as iron; for iron crushes and shatters everything, and like iron that smashes, it will crush and smash all the others.o 41 You saw the feet and toes, partly of a potter's fired clay and partly of iron — it will be a divided kingdom, though some of the strength of iron will be in it. You saw the iron mixed with clay, 42 and that the toes of the feet were partly iron and partly fired clay — part of the kingdom will be strong, and part will be brittle. 43 You saw the iron mixed with clay — the peoples will mix with one anotherp but will not hold together, just as iron does not mix with fired clay.

				44 "In the days of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, and this kingdom will not be left to another people. It will crush all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, but will itself endure forever. 45 You saw a stone break off from the mountain without a hand touching it,q and it crushed the iron, bronze, fired clay, silver, and gold. The great God has told the king what will happen in the future.r The dream is true, and its interpretation certain."

				

	

Nebuchadnezzar's Response

				46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell down, paid homage to Daniel, and gave orders to present an offering and incense to him.47 The king said to Daniel,"Your God is indeed God of gods, Lord of kings, and a revealer of mysteries, since you were able to reveal this mystery." 48 Then the king promoted Daniel and gave him many generous gifts. He made him ruler over the entire province of Babylon and chief governor over all the wise men of Babylon.49 At Daniel's request, the king appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to manage the province of Babylon. But Daniel remained at the king's court.

				A Principle to Live By - Honoring God

				[image: Getz0880.png]

				#5 Though we are to make full use of our earthly talents and abilities to live in God's will, we're always to honor and glorify Him for what He has accomplished through us.

				Through corporate prayer, Daniel was able both to discern Nebuchadnezzar's dream and to give a correct interpretation. The king had seen a colossal statue:

				
						The"head of gold" was Babylon personified by Nebuchadnezzar (vv. 37-38).

						The"chest and arms" of silver (v. 32) represented the second kingdom (Media-Persia—see 8:20).

						The belly and thighs of bronze (2:39) represented a third kingdom (Greece—see 8:21).

						The legs of iron and feet of"partly iron and partly fired clay" represented the Roman Empire (2:42-43).

						The rock represented Christ and His kingdom (vv. 44-45).

				

				In view of this overall experience, Daniel's humility stands out. Most 17 year olds would have been inflated with pride. However, this young Jew had one main concern: that God's name be exalted (vv. 27-28). 

				On the other hand, Daniel knew he was very talented. In addition to being healthy and handsome, he was exceptionally intelligent. More importantly, he was very wise in using his knowledge and skills (1:3-4). Though he knew he could do nothing without God's help, he also knew the Lord had gifted him. Consequently, he accepted Nebuchadnezzar's gifts and privileges in order to make an impact spiritually on this pagan culture. 

				Paul had a great perspective on this balance when he wrote to the Galatians,

				For through the law I have died to the law, so that I might live for God. I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. (Gl 2:19-20) 

				Reflection and Response

				What can believers do to maintain this balance—to honor God for everything we accomplish while using all of our human capabilities to the full?  (See Ezr #11:Honoring God.)

				

				

	

Nebuchadnezzar's Gold Statue

				3 King Nebuchadnezzar made a gold statue, 90 feet high and nine feet wide.s He set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 2 King Nebuchadnezzar sent word to assemble the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates, and all the rulers of the provinces to attend the dedication of the statue King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3 So the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates, and all the rulers of the provinces assembled for the dedication of the statue the king had set up. Then they stood before the statue Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

				4 A herald loudly proclaimed,"People of every nation and language, you are commanded: 5 When you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither,t lyre,u harp, drum,v and every kind of music, you are to fall down and worship the gold statue that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 But whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire."

				7 Therefore, when all the people heard the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, and every kind of music, people of every nation and language fell down and worshiped the gold statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

				

	

The Furnace of Blazing Fire

				8 Some Chaldeans took this occasion to come forward and maliciously accusew the Jews. 9 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar,"May the king live forever. 10 You as king have issued a decree that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, drum, and every kind of music must fall down and worship the gold statue. 11 Whoever does not fall down and worship will be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire. 12 There are some Jews you have appointed to manage the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men have ignored you, the king; they do not serve your gods or worship the gold statue you have set up."

				13 Then in a furious rage Nebuchadnezzar gave orders to bring in Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. So these men were brought before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar asked them,"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, is it true that you don't serve my gods or worship the gold statue I have set up? 15 Now if you're ready, when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, drum, and every kind of music, fall down and worship the statue I made. But if you don't worship it, you will immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire — and who is the god who can rescue you from my power?"

				16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied to the king,"Nebuchadnezzar, we don't need to give you an answer to this question. 17 If the God we serve exists, then He can rescue us from the furnace of blazing fire, and He can rescue us from the power of you, the king. 18 But even if He does not rescue us,x we want you as king to know that we will not serve your gods or worship the gold statue you set up."

				19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with rage, and the expression on his face changed toward Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He gave orders to heat the furnace seven times more than was customary, 20 and he commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and throw them into the furnace of blazing fire. 21 So these men, in their trousers, robes, head coverings, and other clothes, were tied up and thrown into the furnace of blazing fire. 22 Since the king's command was so urgenty and the furnace extremely hot, the raging flamesz killed those men who carried Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego up. 23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego fell, bound, into the furnace of blazing fire.

				

	

Delivered from the Fire

				24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in alarm. He said to his advisers,"Didn't we throw three men, bound, into the fire?"

				"Yes, of course, Your Majesty," they replied to the king.

				25 He exclaimed,"Look! I see four men, not tied, walking around in the fire unharmed; and the fourth looks like a son of the gods."aa

				26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the door of the furnace of blazing fire and called:"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, you servants of the •Most High God — come out!" So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out of the fire. 27 When the satraps, prefects, governors, and the king's advisers gathered around, they saw that the fire had no effect onab the bodies of these men: not a hair of their heads was singed, their robes were unaffected, and there was no smell of fire on them. 28 Nebuchadnezzar exclaimed,"Praise to the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego! He sent His angelac and rescued His servants who trusted in Him. They violated the king's command and risked their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God.29 Therefore I issue a decree that anyone of any people, nation, or language who says anything offensive against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego will be torn limb from limb and his house made a garbage dump. For there is no other god who is able to deliver like this." 30 Then the king rewarded Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the province of Babylon.

				

	

Nebuchadnezzar's Proclamation

				4ad King Nebuchadnezzar,

				

				To those of every people, nation, 
and language, who live in all the earth:

				

				May your prosperity increase. 2 I am pleased to tell you about the miracles and wonders the •Most High God has done for me.

				

				3 How great are His miracles,

				and how mighty His wonders!

				His kingdom is an eternal kingdom,

				and His dominion is from generation 
to generation.

				A Principle to Live By - Facing Persecution

				[image: Getz0881.png]

				#6 We are to trust God to empower us to avoid any form of idolatry, regardless of the persecution we may experience.

				Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who were probably the age of Daniel (19 or 20 years old), knew that if God so willed, He could rescue them from a fiery death (3:17). But even if the Lord allowed them to be consumed with the flames, they would not"worship the gold statue" (3:18). 

				Many New Testament Christians faced persecution. Some became martyrs, such as Stephen who was stoned because he spoke boldly before the Sanhedrin regarding the Messiahship of Jesus (Ac 7:1-60; see also Heb 11:32-38).  (See Ac #13:Loving Our Enemies.)

				Paul demonstrated the same dedication as Daniel's three friends when he wrote from a Roman prison,

				My eager expectation and hope is that I will not be ashamed about anything, but that now as always, with all boldness, Christ will be highly honored in my body, whether by life or by death. (Php 1:20)  (See Php #4:Eternal Values.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the ways Christians today compromise their walk with Christ when they are persecuted because of their faith?

				

				

	

The Dream

				4 ae I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at ease in my house and flourishing in my palace.5 I had a dream, and it frightened me; while in my bed, the images and visions in my mind alarmed me.6 So I issued a decree to bring all the wise men of Babylon to me in order that they might make the dream's interpretation known to me.7 When the diviner-priests, mediums, Chaldeans, and astrologers came in, I told them the dream, but they could not make its interpretation known to me.

				8 Finally Daniel, named Belteshazzar after the name of my god — and the spirit of the holy gods is in him — came before me. I told him the dream: 9 "Belteshazzar, head of the diviners, because I know that you have a spirit of the holy gods and that no mystery puzzles you, explain to me the visions of my dream that I saw, and its interpretation. 10 In the visions of my mind as I was lying in bed, I saw this:

				

				There was a tree in the middle of the earth,

				and its height was great.

				11 The tree grew large and strong;

				its top reached to the sky,

				and it was visible to the ends of theaf earth.

				12 Its leaves were beautiful, its fruit was 
abundant,

				and on it was food for all.

				Wild animals found shelter under it,

				the birds of the air lived in its branches,

				and every creature was fed from it.

				

				13 "As I was lying in my bed, I also saw in the visions of my mind an observer, a holy one, coming down from heaven. 14 He called out loudly:

				

				Cut down the tree and chop off its branches;

				strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit.

				Let the animals flee from under it,

				and the birds from its branches.

				15 But leave the stump with its roots in the ground,

				and with a band of iron and bronze around it,

				in the tender grass of the field.

				Let him be drenched with dew from the sky

				and share the plants of the earth

				with the animals.

				16 Let his mind be changed from that of a man,

				and let him be given the mind of an animal

				for seven periods of time.ag

				17 This word is by decree of the observers;

				the matter is a command from the holy ones.

				This is so the living will know

				that the Most High is ruler

				over the kingdom of men.

				He gives it to anyone He wants

				and sets the lowliest of men over it.

				

				18 This is the dream that I, King Nebuchadnezzar, had. Now, Belteshazzar, tell me the interpretation, because none of the wise men of my kingdom can make the interpretation known to me. But you can, because you have the spirit of the holy gods."

				

	

The Dream Interpreted

				19 Then Daniel, whose name is Belteshazzar, was stunned for a moment, and his thoughts alarmed him. The king said,"Belteshazzar, don't let the dream or its interpretation alarm you."

				Belteshazzar answered,"My lord, may the dream apply to those who hate you, and its interpretation to your enemies! 20 The tree you saw, which grew large and strong, whose top reached to the sky and was visible to all the earth, 21 whose leaves were beautiful and its fruit abundant — and on it was food for all, under it the wild animals lived, and in its branches the birds of the air lived — 22 that tree is you, the king. For you have become great and strong: your greatness has grown and even reaches the sky, and your dominion extends to the ends of the earth.

				23 "The king saw an observer, a holy one, coming down from heaven and saying, 'Cut down the tree and destroy it, but leave the stump with its roots in the ground and with a band of iron and bronze around it, in the tender grass of the field. Let him be drenched with dew from the sky, and share food with the wild animals for seven periods of time.' 24 This is the interpretation, Your Majesty, and this is the sentence of the Most High that has been passed against my lord the king:25 You will be driven away from people to live with the wild animals. You will feed on grass like cattle and be drenched with dew from the sky for seven periods of time, until you acknowledge that the Most High is ruler over the kingdom of men, and He gives it to anyone He wants. 26 As for the command to leave the tree's stump with its roots, your kingdom will be restoredah to you as soon as you acknowledge that Heaven rules. 27 Therefore, may my advice seem good to you my king. Separate yourself from your sins by doing what is right, and from your injustices by showing mercy to the needy. Perhaps there will be an extension of your prosperity."

				

	

The Sentence Executed

				28 All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar.29 At the end of 12 months, as he was walking on the roof of the royal palace in Babylon, 30 the king exclaimed,"Is this not Babylon the Great that I have built by my vast power to be a royal residence and to display my majestic glory?"

				31 While the words were still in the king's mouth, a voice came from heaven:"King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is declared that the kingdom has departed from you.32 You will be driven away from people to live with the wild animals, and you will feed on grass like cattle for seven periods of time, until you acknowledge that the Most High is ruler over the kingdom of men, and He gives it to anyone He wants."

				33 At that moment the sentence against Nebuchadnezzar was executed. He was driven away from people. He ate grass like cattle, and his body was drenched with dew from the sky, until his hair grew like eagles' feathers and his nails like birds' claws.

				

	

Nebuchadnezzar's Praise

				34 But at the end of those days, I, Nebuchadnezzar, looked up to heaven, and my sanity returned to me. Then I praised the Most High and honored and glorified Him who lives forever:

				

				For His dominion is an everlasting dominion,

				and His kingdom is from generation to generation.

				35 All the inhabitants of the earth are counted as nothing,

				and He does what He wants with the army of heaven

				and the inhabitants of the earth.

				There is no one who can hold back His hand

				or say to Him,"What have You done?"

				

				36 At that time my sanity returned to me, and my majesty and splendor returned to me for the glory of my kingdom. My advisers and my nobles sought me out, I was reestablished over my kingdom, and even more greatness came to me.37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, exalt, and glorify the King of heaven, because all His works are true and His ways are just. He is able to humble those who walk in pride.

				A Principle to Live By - Prideful Tendencies

				[image: Getz0882.png]

				#7 Even as believers, we must constantly be on guard against our human tendencies to be prideful and take inappropriate credit for our accomplishments. 

				When Daniel—now in his late forties—interpreted Nebuchadnezzar's dream, he warned the king to turn from his evil ways so that God might withhold His hand of judgment (v. 27). Sadly, Nebuchadnezzar didn't listen. In his own opinion, he had ruled the Babylonian empire successfully for over 30 years. Banking on his past endeavors, he continued in his arrogant ways and suffered the consequences—losing his mind and living like an animal. Though he eventually regained his sanity, this was a horrible price to pay in order to once again acknowledge that God was the"King of heaven" (v. 37; cp. vv. 2-3; see also 2:46-47; 3:29-30).

				The apostle Paul warned all of us to consider the results of persistent pride and arrogance. Appealing to Old Testament events as examples, he wrote to the Corinthians,

				So, whoever thinks he stands must be careful not to fall. (1Co 10:12)  (See 1Co #22:Lessons from Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we avoid the temptation to allow pride to take control of our lives, and at the same time feel good about our accomplishments? 

				

				

	

Belshazzar's Feast

				5 King Belshazzar held a great feast for 1,000 of his nobles and drank wine in their presence. 2 Under the influence ofai the wine, Belshazzar gave orders to bring in the gold and silver vessels that his predecessoraj Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the temple in Jerusalem, so that the king and his nobles, wives, and concubines could drink from them. 3 So they brought in the gold ak vessels that had been taken from the temple, the house of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his nobles, wives, and concubines drank from them. 4 They drank the wine and praised their gods made of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone.

				

	

The Handwriting on the Wall

				5 At that moment the fingers of a man's hand appeared and began writing on the plaster of the king's palace wall next to the lampstand. As the king watched the handal that was writing, 6 his face turned pale,am and his thoughts so terrified him that his hip joints shook and his knees knocked together. 7 The king called out to bring in the mediums, Chaldeans, and astrologers. He said to these wise men of Babylon,"Whoever reads this inscription and gives me its interpretation will be clothed in purple, have a gold chain around his neck, and have the third highest position in the kingdom." 8 So all the king's wise men came in, but none could read the inscription or make its interpretation known to him. 9 Then King Belshazzar became even more terrified, his face turned pale,an and his nobles were bewildered.

				10 Because of the outcry of the king and his nobles, the queen came to the banquet hall."May the king live forever," she said."Don't let your thoughts terrify you or your face be pale.ao 11 There is a man in your kingdom who has the spirit of the holy gods in him. In the days of your predecessor he was found to have insight, intelligence, and wisdom like the wisdom of the gods. Your predecessor, King Nebuchadnezzar, appointed him chief of the diviners, mediums, Chaldeans, and astrologers. Your own predecessor, the king, 12 did this because Daniel, the one the king named Belteshazzar, was found to have an extraordinary spirit, knowledge and perception, and the ability to interpret dreams, explain riddles, and solve problems. Therefore, summon Daniel, and he will give the interpretation."

				

	

Daniel before the King

				13 Then Daniel was brought before the king. The king said to him,"Are you Daniel, one of the Judean exiles that my predecessor the king brought from Judah? 14 I've heard that you have the spirit of the gods in you, and that you have insight, intelligence, and extraordinary wisdom. 15 Now the wise men and mediums were brought before me to read this inscription and make its interpretation known to me, but they could not give its interpretation. 16 However, I have heard about you that you can give interpretations and solve problems. Therefore, if you can read this inscription and give me its interpretation, you will be clothed in purple, have a gold chain around your neck, and have the third highest position in the kingdom."

				17 Then Daniel answered the king,"You may keep your gifts, and give your rewards to someone else; however, I will read the inscription for the king and make the interpretation known to him. 18 Your Majesty, the •Most High God gave sovereignty, greatness, glory, and majesty to your predecessor Nebuchadnezzar. 19 Because of the greatness He gave him, all peoples, nations, and languages were terrified and fearful of him. He killed anyone he wanted and kept alive anyone he wanted; he exalted anyone he wanted and humbled anyone he wanted. 20 But when his heart was exalted and his spirit became arrogant, he was deposed from his royal throne and his glory was taken from him. 21 He was driven away from people, his mind was like an animal's, he lived with the wild donkeys, he was fed grass like cattle, and his body was drenched with dew from the sky until he acknowledged that the Most High God is ruler over the kingdom of men and sets anyone He wants over it.

				22 "But you his successor, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, even though you knew all this. 23 Instead, you have exalted yourself against the Lord of heaven. The vessels from His house were brought to you, and as you and your nobles, wives, and concubines drank wine from them, you praised the gods made of silver and gold, bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do not see or hear or understand. But you have not glorified the God who holds your life-breath in His hand and who controls the whole course of your life.ap 24 Therefore, He sent the hand, and this writing was inscribed.

				

	

The Inscription's Interpretation

				25 "This is the writing that was inscribed:

				

				MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN.

				26 This is the interpretation of the message:

				

				MENEaq means that God has numbered the 
days of your kingdom and brought it to an 
end.

				27 TEKELar means that you have been 
weighed in the balance and found deficient.

				28 PERESas means that your kingdom has 
been divided and given to the Medes and Persians."

				

				29 Then Belshazzar gave an order, and they clothed Daniel in purple, placed a gold chain around his neck, and issued a proclamation concerning him that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom.

				30 That very night Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans was killed, 31 at and Darius the Mede received the kingdom at the age of 62.

				A Principle to Live By - Learning from the Past
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				#8 We are to learn from those who have gone before us, avoiding their mistakes and emulating their positive attitudes and actions.

				Over 30 years had passed since Nebuchadnezzar's arrogance led to his bout with insanity. King Belshazzar ruled the city of Babylon. The Persian army was closing in, but in his arrogance, Belshazzar felt that his fortress—with gigantic double walls over 30 feet high, and over 100 strategically placed towers—was impregnable. So he planned a great feast and invited 1,000 important men, as well as their wives and concubines.

				It was then that God spoke, and Daniel—now in his eighties—once again conveyed a message of judgment. However, before interpreting the strange words written by"the fingers of a man's hand" on the wall of the banquet room (v. 5), Daniel made a very important point to King Belshazzar and to all those who were listening (vv. 18-22). Even though the king must have remembered the price his grandfather, Nebuchadnezzar, paid because of his pride, Belshazzar had proceeded to exalt himself against God. As a result, judgment fell that very night. The Persian army diverted the Euphrates River that ran under the walls of the city, entered the banquet hall, and took the king's life.

				Today, we tend to forget the lessons we can learn from others, both positive and negative. Again Paul warned the Corinthians, referring to Old Testament events:

				Now these things happened to them as examples, and they were written as a warning to us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. (1Co 10:11) 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to forget the lessons we can learn from others who have suffered the consequences of persistent sinful actions, and how can we overcome this tendency?  (See Jr #6:Ignoring Sin's Consequences.)

				

				

	

The Plot against Daniel

				6 Darius decidedau to appoint 120 satraps over the kingdom, stationed throughout the realm, 2 and over them three administrators, including Daniel. These satraps would be accountable to them so that the king would not be defrauded.3 Danielav distinguished himself above the administrators and satraps because he had an extraordinary spirit, so the king planned to set him over the whole realm.4 The administrators and satraps, therefore, kept trying to find a charge against Daniel regarding the kingdom. But they could find no charge or corruption, for he was trustworthy, and no negligence or corruption was found in him. 5 Then these men said,"We will never find any charge against this Daniel unless we find something against him concerning the law of his God."

				6 So the administrators and satraps went together to the king and said to him,"May King Darius live forever.7 All the administrators of the kingdom, the prefects, satraps, advisers, and governors have agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an edict that for 30 days, anyone who petitions any god or man except you, the king, will be thrown into the lions' den.8 Therefore, Your Majesty, establish the edict and sign the document so that, as a law of the Medes and Persians, it is irrevocable and cannot be changed."9 So King Darius signed the document.

				

	

Daniel in the Lions' Den

				10 When Daniel learned that the document had been signed, he went into his house. The windows in its upper room opened toward Jerusalem, and three times a day he got down on his knees, prayed, and gave thanks to his God, just as he had done before. 11 Then these men went as a group and found Daniel petitioning and imploring his God. 12 So they approached the king and asked about his edict:"Didn't you sign an edict that for 30 days any man who petitions any god or man except you, the king, will be thrown into the lions' den?"

				The king answered,"As a law of the Medes and Persians, the order stands and is irrevocable."

				13 Then they replied to the king,"Daniel, one of the Judean exiles, has ignored you, the king, and the edict you signed, for he prays three times a day." 14 As soon as the king heard this, he was very displeased; he set his mind on rescuing Daniel and made every effort until sundown to deliver him.

				15 Then these men went to the king and said to him,"You as king know it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no edict or ordinance the king establishes can be changed."

				16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions' den. The king said to Daniel,"May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!" 17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den. The king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the signet rings of his nobles, so that nothing in regard to Daniel could be changed. 18 Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting. No diversionsaw were brought to him, and he could not sleep.

				

	

Daniel Released

				19 At the first light of dawn the king got up and hurried to the lions' den. 20 When he reached the den, he cried out in anguish to Daniel."Daniel, servant of the living God," the king said,ax"has your God whom you serve continually been able to rescue you from the lions?"

				21 Then Daniel spoke with the king:"May the king live forever. 22 My God sent His angel and shut the lions' mouths. They haven't hurt me, for I was found innocent before Him. Also, I have not committed a crime against you my king."

				23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to take Daniel out of the den. So Daniel was taken out of the den, uninjured, for he trusted in his God. 24 The king then gave the command, and those men who had maliciously accused Danielay were brought and thrown into the lions' den — they, their children, and their wives. They had not reached the bottom of the den before the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones.

				A Principle to Live By - Living without Compromise
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				#9 We are to practice our faith boldly, but with wisdom, discretion, and humility.

				Daniel was over 80 years old, but he was still strong in body and spirit. He had already served two kings while in Babylonian captivity, and when the Medes and Persians took over the kingdom Darius was his third monarch.

				Daniel's spotless reputation as an honest, trustworthy leader stood him in good stead in this new empire. When Darius decided to"set him over the whole realm" (v. 3), the other leaders in the kingdom became jealous and engineered an insidious plot to take his life. By their own admission, they could only"find something against him" in the way he worshiped God (v. 5). Hence, they appealed to Darius' ego. Anyone who prayed to"any god or man" other than the king during a 30-day period would be"thrown into the lions' den" (v. 7). Darius, lifted up with pride, signed the decree.

				Once again we see Daniel's sterling faith and strong character. He refused to change his worship routine. And when they threw Daniel into the lions' den, God chose to deliver him from death.  (Review Dn #6: Facing Persecution)

				In the New Testament, by not compromising their faith, the apostles set the standard for all followers of Jesus Christ. In spite of persecution, they stated openly and boldly that they"must obey God rather than men" (Ac 5:29).  (See Ac #10:Our Dual Citizenship.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we practice our faith without compromise and yet"be as shrewd as serpents and as harmless as doves" (Mt 10:16)?  (See 1Pt #6:Human Institutions.)

				

				

	

Darius Honors God

				25 Then King Darius wrote to those of every people, nation, and language who live in all the earth:"May your prosperity abound. 26 I issue a decree that in all my royal dominion, people must tremble in fear before the God of Daniel:

				

				For He is the living God,

				and He endures forever;

				His kingdom will never be destroyed,

				and His dominion has no end.

				27 He rescues and delivers;

				He performs signs and wonders

				in the heavens and on the earth,

				for He has rescued Daniel

				from the power of the lions."

				

				28 So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius andaz the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

				

	

Daniel's Vision of the Four Beasts

				7 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream with visions in his mind as he was lying in his bed. He wrote down the dream, and here is the summaryba of his account. 2 Daniel said,"In my vision at night I was watching, and suddenly the four winds of heaven stirred up the great sea. 3 Four huge beasts came up from the sea, each different from the other.

				4 "The first was like a lion but had eagle's wings. I continued watching until its wings were torn off. It was lifted up from the ground, set on its feet like a man, and given a human mind.

				5 "Suddenly, another beast appeared, a second one, that looked like a bear. It was raised up on one side, with three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. It was told, 'Get up! Gorge yourself on flesh.'

				6 "While I was watching, another beast appeared. It was like a leopard with four wings of a bird on its back. It had four heads and was given authority to rule.

				7 "While I was watching in the night visions, a fourth beast appeared, frightening and dreadful, and incredibly strong, with large iron teeth. It devoured and crushed, and it trampled with its feet whatever was left. It was different from all the beasts before it, and it had 10 horns.

				8 "While I was considering the horns, suddenly another horn, a little one, came up among them, and three of the first horns were uprooted before it. There were eyes in this horn like a man's, and it had a mouth that spoke arrogantly.

				

	

The Ancient of Days and the Son of Man

				9 "As I kept watching,

				

				thrones were set in place,

				and the Ancient of Days took His seat.

				His clothing was white like snow,

				and the hair of His head like whitest wool.

				His throne was flaming fire;

				its wheels were blazing fire.

				10 A river of fire was flowing,

				coming out from His presence.

				Thousands upon thousands served Him;

				ten thousand times ten thousand stood 
before Him.

				The court was convened,

				and the books were opened.

				

				11 "I watched, then, because of the sound of the arrogant words the horn was speaking. As I continued watching, the beast was killed and its body destroyed and given over to the burning fire. 12 As for the rest of the beasts, their authority to rule was removed, but an extension of life was granted to them for a certain period of time.  (See Rv #34:Eternal Judgment.)

				

				and I saw One like a son of man

				coming with the clouds of heaven.

				He approached the Ancient of Days

				and was escorted before Him.

				14 He was given authority to rule,

				and glory, and a kingdom;

				so that those of every people,

				nation, and language

				should serve Him.

				

				His dominion is an everlasting dominion

				that will not pass away,

				and His kingdom is one

				that will not be destroyed.  (See Rv #31:Imminent or Distant.)

				

	

Interpretation of the Vision

				15 "As for me, Daniel, my spirit was deeply distressed within me,bb and the visions in my mind terrified me. 16 I approached one of those who were standing by and asked him the true meaning of all this. So he let me know the interpretation of these things: 17 'These huge beasts, four in number, are four kings who will rise from the earth. 18 But the holy ones of the •Most High will receive the kingdom and possess it forever, yes, forever and ever.'

				19 "Then I wanted to know the true meaning of the fourth beast, the one different from all the others, extremely terrifying, with iron teeth and bronze claws, devouring, crushing, and trampling with its feet whatever was left. 20 I also wanted to know about the 10 horns on its head and about the other horn that came up, before which three fell — the horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spoke arrogantly, and that was more visible than the others. 21 As I was watching, this horn waged war against the holy ones and was prevailing over them 22 until the Ancient of Days arrived and a judgment was given in favor of the holy ones of the Most High, for the time had come, and the holy ones took possession of the kingdom.

				23 "This is what he said: 'The fourth beast will be a fourth kingdom on the earth, different from all the other kingdoms. It will devour the whole earth, trample it down, and crush it. 24 The 10 horns are 10 kings who will rise from this kingdom. Another, different from the previous ones, will rise after them and subdue three kings. 25 He will speak words against the Most High and oppressbc the holy ones of the Most High. He will intend to change religious festivalsbd and laws, and the holy ones will be handed over to him for a time, times, and half a time.be26 But the court will convene, and his dominion will be taken away, to be completely destroyed forever.27 The kingdom, dominion, and greatness of the kingdoms under all of heaven will be given to the people, the holy ones of the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will serve and obey Him.'

				28 "This is the end of the interpretation. As for me, Daniel, my thoughts terrified me greatly, and my face turned pale,bf but I kept the matter to myself."

				A Principle to Live By - Fulfilled Prophecy
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				#10 We should become aware of those prophetic details that have not been fulfilled so we can be alert to how they may correlate with what is happening in the world today.

				The first six chapters in Daniel are basically historical and the rest of the book is prophetic. The following chart outlines these two divisions but also illustrates how chapters 7–12 were written during Daniel's later years and overlap with historical events. 
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				What Daniel saw in his visions in chapters 7 and 8 are in many respects an extension and elaboration of Nebuchadnezzar's dream in chapter 2. However, these visions happened when Daniel was probably in his mid-sixties. The details of these dreams and the interpretations can be illustrated in the following graphic. 

				

	

Chronology of Major Empires in Daniel
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				Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece are clearly identified (2:36-37; 8:20-22) and, since the 
Romans conquered Greece, it's only logical to conclude that the fourth empire is Rome (2:40-43; 7:7,23-27). 

				Since we know from history that the old Roman Empire eventually disintegrated and disappeared—not because of a supernatural act by God (as described in 7:23-27), but through moral and spiritual deterioration—how is Daniel's prophecy going to be fulfilled? It seems logical to conclude that Daniel saw prophetically a restoration and renewal of the old Roman Empire. If this hypothesis is accurate, there will once again be"10 kings who will rise from this kingdom" (7:24). However, in this future kingdom, an evil king will arise from among these 10 kings who fits Paul's description of a powerful ruler identified as"the man of lawlessness":

				Don't let anyone deceive you in any way. For that day will not come unless the apostasy comes first and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction. He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he sits in God's sanctuary, publicizing that he himself is God. (2Th 2:3-4; see also 1Jn 2:18; Rv 13:1.)  (See Rv #25:The Great Commission.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though we are to be alert as to how prophecy is being fulfilled today, why must we be cautious in interpreting and promoting specific current events as being what Daniel foresaw centuries ago?

				

				

	

The Vision of a Ram and a Goat

				8 In the third year of King Belshazzar's reign, a vision appeared to me, Daniel, after the one that had appeared to me earlier. 2 I saw the vision, and as I watched, I was in the fortress city of Susa, in the province of Elam. I saw in the vision that I was beside the Ulai Canal. 3 I looked up,bg and there was a ram standing beside the canal. He had two horns. The two horns were long, but one was longer than the other, and the longer one came up last. 4 I saw the ram charging to the west, the north, and the south. No animal could stand against him, and there was no rescue from his power. He did whatever he wanted and became great.

				5 As I was observing, a male goat appeared, coming from the west across the surface of the entire earth without touching the ground. The goat had a conspicuous hornbh between his eyes. 6 He came toward the two-horned ram I had seen standing beside the canal and rushed at him with savage fury. 7 I saw him approaching the ram, and infuriated with him, he struck the ram, shattering his two horns, and the ram was not strong enough to stand against him. The goat threw him to the ground and trampled him, and there was no one to rescue the ram from his power. 8 Then the male goat became very great, but when he became powerful, the large horn was shattered. Four conspicuous horns came up in its place, pointing toward the four winds of heaven. (Review Dn #10: Fulfilled Prophecy.)

				

	

The Little Horn

				9 From one of them a little horn emerged and grew extensively toward the south and the east and toward the beautiful land. 10 It grew as high as the heavenly •host, made some of the stars and some of the host fall to the earth, and trampled them. 11 It made itself great, even up to the Prince of the host; it removed His daily sacrifice and overthrew the place of His sanctuary. 12 Because of rebellion, a host, together with the daily sacrifice, will be given over. The horn will throw truth to the ground and will be successful in whatever it does.

				13 Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to the speaker,"How long will the events of this vision last — the daily sacrifice, the rebellion that makes desolate, and the giving over of the sanctuary and of the host to be trampled?"

				14 He said to me, bi"For 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary will be restored."(Review Dn #17: Prophetic History.)

				

	

Interpretation of the Vision

				15 While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to understand it, there stood before me someone who appeared to be a man. 16 I heard a human voice calling from the middle of the Ulai:"Gabriel, explain the vision to this man."

				17 So he approached where I was standing; when he came near, I was terrified and fell facedown."Son of man," he said to me,"understand that the vision refers to the time of the end." 18 While he was speaking to me, I fell into a deep sleep, with my face to the ground. Then he touched me, made me stand up, 19 and said,"I am here to tell you what will happen at the conclusion of the time of wrath, because it refers to the appointed time of the end. 20 The two-horned ram that you saw represents the kings of Media and Persia. 21 The shaggy goat represents the king of Greece, and the large horn between his eyes represents the first king. 22 The four horns that took the place of the shattered horn represent four kingdoms. They will rise from that nation, but without its power.(Review Dn #10: Fulfilled Prophecy.)

				

				23 Near the end of their kingdoms,

				when the rebels have reached

				the full measure of their sin,bj

				an insolent king, skilled in intrigue,bk

				will come to the throne.

				24 His power will be great,

				but it will not be his own.

				He will cause terrible destruction

				and succeed in whatever he does.

				He will destroy the powerful

				along with the holy people.

				25 He will cause deceit to prosper

				through his cunning and by his influence,

				and in his own mind he will make himself great.

				He will destroy many in a time of peace;

				he will even stand against the Prince of princes.

				Yet he will be shattered — not by human 
hands.(See Dn #17: Prophetic History.)

				26 The vision of the evenings and the mornings

				that has been told is true.

				Now you must seal up the vision

				because it refers to many days in the future."

				

				27 I, Daniel, was overcome and lay sick for days. Then I got up and went about the king's business. I was greatly disturbed by the vision and could not understand it.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Holy God

				[image: Getz0886.png]

				#11 In view of the way direct encounters with God impacted biblical personalities physically, psychologically, and spiritually, we should be very cautious in claiming to have similar experiences. 

				
						When Moses saw God's glory on Mount Sinai, the Lord put him in a"crevice" of a rock, for no one could see the Lord's face and live (Ex 33:19-23). 

						When Isaiah"saw the Lord seated on a high and lofty throne," he cried out,"Woe is me for I am ruined because I am a man of unclean lips" (Is 6:1,5). 

						When Jeremiah heard God's pronouncements regarding Israel's sin, he lamented,"My anguish, my anguish! I writhe in agony!" (Jr 4:19). 

						When Ezekiel saw "the appearance . . . of the Lord's glory," he"fell facedown" 
(Ezk 1:28).

						When Daniel had his second vision, he was so traumatized physically and psychologically that he"lay sick for days" (Dn 8:27). Following another vision, Daniel wrote,"No strength was left in me; my face grew deathly pale, and I was powerless" (10:8).

						When the apostle Paul heard the resurrected Christ speak on the road to Damascus,"he was unable to see for three days" (Ac 9:9). 

						When Paul on another occasion"was caught up into paradise" and"heard inexpressible words" (2Co 12:4), he had to live with"a thorn in the flesh" the rest of his life so he wouldn't become arrogant (2Co 12:7).  (See 2Co #20:Encounters with God.)

						When John encountered the risen Christ on the island of Patmos, he fell at Jesus' feet"like a dead man" (Rv 1:17). 

				

				Thankfully, we can enter God's presence today without fear of judgment because Jesus Christ paid for our sins (Heb 10:19-20). We can hear Him speak to us through His revealed Scriptures, never fearful we'll be struck deaf or blind because of His holy presence. However, we must never forget that He is the holy, awesome God. 

				Reflection and Response

				What does this principle teach us about the attitudes and actions of some Christian leaders today who claim to encounter God through visions and dreams and to receive direct and divine messages in addition to the Holy Scriptures?

				

				

	

Daniel's Prayer

				9 In the first year of Darius, the son of Ahasuerus, a Mede by birth, who was ruler over the kingdom of the Chaldeans: 2 In the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the books according to the word of the Lord to Jeremiah the prophet that the number of years for the desolation of Jerusalem would be 70.3 So I turned my attention to the Lord God to seek Him by prayer and petitions, with fasting, •sackcloth, and ashes.

				4 I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed:

				

				Ah, Lord — the great and awe-inspiring God who keeps His gracious covenant with those who love Him and keep His commands — 5 we have sinned, done wrong, acted wickedly, rebelled, and turned away from Your commands and ordinances.6 We have not listened to Your servants the prophets, who spoke in Your name to our kings, leaders, fathers, and all the people of the land.

				

				7 Lord, righteousness belongs to You, but this day public shame belongs to us: the men of Judah, the residents of Jerusalem, and all Israel — those who are near and those who are far, in all the countries where You have dispersed them because of the disloyalty they have shown toward You. 8 Lord, public shame belongs to us, our kings, our leaders, and our fathers, because we have sinned against You. 9 Compassion and forgiveness belong to the Lord our God, though we have rebelled against Him 10 and have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our God by following His instructions that He set before us through His servants the prophets.

				

				11 All Israel has broken Your law and turned away, refusing to obey You. The promised cursebl written in the law of Moses, the servant of God, has been poured out on us because we have sinned against Him. 12 He has carried out His words that He spoke against us and against our rulersbm by bringing on us so great a disaster that nothing like what has been done to Jerusalem has ever been done under all of heaven. 13 Just as it is written in the law of Moses, all this disaster has come on us, yet we have not appeased the Lord our God by turning from our iniquities and paying attention to Your truth. 14 So the Lord kept the disaster in mind and brought it on us, for the Lord our God is righteous in all He has done. But we have not obeyed Him.  (See Dt #29:Blessings and Curses.)

				

				15 Now, Lord our God, who brought Your people out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand and made Your name renowned as it is this day, we have sinned, we have acted wickedly. 16 Lord, in keeping with all Your righteous acts, may Your anger and wrath turn away from Your city Jerusalem, Your holy mountain; for because of our sins and the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and Your people have become an object of ridicule to all those around us.

				

				17 Therefore, our God, hear the prayer and the petitions of Your servant. Show Your favor to Your desolate sanctuary for the Lord's sake. 18 Listen,bn my God, and hear. Open Your eyes and see our desolations and the city called by Your name. For we are not presenting our petitions before You based on our righteous acts, but based on Your abundant compassion. 19 Lord, hear! Lord, forgive! Lord, listen and act! My God, for Your own sake, do not delay, because Your city and Your people are called by Your name.

				A Principle to Live By - A Model Prayer

				[image: Getz0887.png]

				#12 To pray effectively, we should acknowledge God's greatness, remind Him of His glorious promises, confess our sins, and be specific in our requests.

				Though Daniel was a prophet in his own right, he consulted the writings of Jeremiah, who prophesied years earlier that the children of Israel would"serve the king of Babylon for 70 years" (Jr 25:11). In view of this specific revelation, Daniel sought the Lord"by prayer and petitions, with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes" (Dn 9:3). He knew the captivity would soon be over. 

				The elements in Daniel's prayer correlate exactly and sequentially with Nehemiah's prayer when the latter was in captivity serving King Artaxerxes:

				
						He acknowledged God's greatness (Dn 9:4; Neh 1:5a).

						He reminded God of His promises (Dn 9:4; Neh 1:5b).

						He confessed his and Israel's sins (Dn 9:5-6; Neh 1:6b-7). 

						He prayed specifically (Dn 9:16; Neh 1:11).  (See Neh #1: Intense Prayer)

				

				Daniel also engaged in the same disciplines as Nehemiah while he prayed—mourning and fasting (Dn 9:3; Neh 1:4). As a result, both men experienced miraculous answers to their prayers.

				This indeed is a model prayer for all of us, as affirmed in the New Testament (see the Model Prayer in Mt 6:9-13). We, however, have some distinct advantages over Daniel and Nehemiah. We are members of Christ's body and can join with other believers in seeking God's favor (Mt 18:19-20). Furthermore, the Lord Jesus Christ is our advocate in bringing our requests to the Father (1Tm 2:5).

				Reflection and Response

				For what specific reasons and in what creative ways can believers today use this model prayer?

				

				

	

The 70 Weeks of Years

				20 While I was speaking, praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my petition before •Yahweh my God concerning the holy mountain of my God — 21 while I was praying, Gabriel, the man I had seen in the first vision, came to me in my extreme weariness, about the time of the evening offering.22 He gave me this explanation:"Daniel, I've come now to give you understanding.23 At the beginning of your petitions an answer went out, and I have come to give it, for you are treasured by God. So consider the message and understand the vision:

				

				A Principle to Live By - Eternal Rewards
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				#13 We are to walk in God's will so He will be pleased with our attitudes and actions and reward us at the judgment seat of Christ. 

				Daniel was a Jew who was not only circumcised in the flesh, but he had experienced what Paul later called circumcision"of the heart—by the Spirit" (Rm 2:29). Like his ancestor Abraham, Daniel was justified by faith. As a child of God living under the old covenant, he was committed to walking in God's will as it was revealed in the law of Moses (Dn 1:8). His faith was confirmed by his works (Jms 2:21-22). Therefore, he was"treasured by God" (Dn 9:23; 10:11,19).  (Review Dn #2: Total Commitment)

				Today, we are participants in the new covenant, free from the law but saved by grace through faith in Christ. In this sense, we are all equally"treasured by God." The Lord does not show favoritism in terms of salvation. However, in response to His love and grace, we are called to"walk worthy" of our calling in Christ (Eph 2:10; 4:1). As we fulfill this calling and"walk in love, as the Messiah also loved us" (Eph 5:2), we will be rewarded accordingly at the judgment seat of Christ (2Co 5:10; see also Rm 14:10).

				In his final letter to Timothy, as he faced martyrdom and ultimate redemption, Paul explained this concept:

				For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time for my departure is close. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. There is reserved for me in the future the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me, but to all those who have loved His appearing. (2Tm 4:6-8)

				Like Daniel, Paul was"treasured by God" because of his obedience. The"crown" he was about to receive was not just eternal life, but a special reward for his faithfulness—a reward promised to all believers who look forward to Christ's coming.  (See 2Tm #10:Being Faithful.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the other rewards faithful believers will receive at the judgment seat of Christ, and what will we ultimately do with these rewards? (See Mt 10:42; 1Th 2:19; Jms 1:12; 1Pt 5:4; and Rv 4:10-11.)

				

				24 Seventy weeks are decreed

				about your people and your holy city —

				to bring the rebellion to an end,

				to put a stop to sin,

				to wipe away iniquity,

				to bring in everlasting righteousness,

				to seal up vision and prophecy,

				and to anoint the most holy place.

				25 Know and understand this:

				From the issuing of the decree

				to restore and rebuild Jerusalem

				until •Messiah the Princebo

				will be seven weeks and 62 weeks.

				It will be rebuilt with a plaza and a moat,

				but in difficult times.

				26 After those 62 weeks

				the Messiah will be cut off

				and will have nothing.

				The people of the coming prince

				will destroy the city and the sanctuary.

				Thebp end will come with a flood,

				and until the end there will bebq war;

				desolations are decreed.

				27 He will make a firm covenantbr

				with many for one week,

				but in the middle of the week

				he will put a stop to sacrifice and offering.

				And the abomination of desolation

				will be on a wing of the temple bs, bt

				until the decreed destruction

				is poured out on the desolator."

				A Principle to Live By - Being Prepared

				[image: Getz0889.png]

				#14 Though we don't know when Jesus Christ will return, we should always be prepared spiritually for this event.

				The Lord wanted Daniel to understand the message He delivered through the angel Gabriel. He also wants us to understand. In fact, because we have the whole of Scripture, we can know more than both Gabriel and Daniel did when this message was first revealed. To correctly interpret this revelation, we must keep several things in mind:

				1.	This message was delivered to Daniel's people—the children of Israel—regarding Jerusalem (v. 24).

				2.	A"week" refers to seven years, which means 70"sevens" is 490 years.

				3.	The children of Israel were to be in captivity for 70 years since they had violated the"Sabbath rest" regarding their land for 490 years (2Ch 36:20-21).

				4.	Gabriel made it clear to Daniel that there would be a future period of 490 years, after which there would be a period of"everlasting righteousness" (Dn 9:24) when Christ comes to rule and reign.

				When Christ came the first time and died for the sins of the whole world, God launched the church, the body of Christ. In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul called this a"mystery" (Eph 3:3-4) and then explained, 

				This was not made known to people in other generations as it is now revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: The Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, and partners of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. (Eph 3:5-6)

				Today, we're living in the age of the church, a period of indefinite length, and we do not know the precise time Jesus Christ will come to rule and reign and"put a stop to sin" and"bring in everlasting righteousness" (Dn 9:24). However, this event will happen after Jesus Christ removes all true believers from the earth. Regardless of the specifics associated with the second coming of Christ, one thing is clear from Scripture: we are to be ready.  (See 1Th #9:Understanding Doctrinal Truths; 1Th #10: Christ's Return.)

				Reflection and Response

				What should be the primary motivation for living a godly life—Christ's second coming or God's grace in saving us?  (See Ti #6:Motivated by God's Grace.)

				

				

	

Vision of a Glorious One

				10 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia, a message was revealed to Daniel, who was named Belteshazzar. The message was true and was about a great conflict. He understood the message and had understanding of the vision.

				2 In those days I, Daniel, was mourning for three full weeks. 3 I didn't eat any rich food, no meat or wine entered my mouth, and I didn't put any oil on my body until the three weeks were over. 4 On the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was standing on the bank of the great river, the Tigris, 5 I looked up, and there was a man dressed in linen, with a belt of gold from Uphaz bu around his waist. 6 His body was like topaz, his face like the brilliance of lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and feet like the gleam of polished bronze, and the sound of his words like the sound of a multitude.

				7 Only I, Daniel, saw the vision. The men who were with me did not see it, but a great terror fell on them, and they ran and hid. 8 I was left alone, looking at this great vision. No strength was left in me; my face grew deathly pale,bv and I was powerless. 9 I heard the words he said, and when I heard them I fell into a deep sleep,bw with my face to the ground.

				

	

Angelic Conflict

				10 Suddenly, a hand touched me and raised me to my hands and knees. 11 He said to me,"Daniel, you are a man treasured by God. Understand the words that I'm saying to you. Stand on your feet, for I have now been sent to you." After he said this to me, I stood trembling.

				A Principle to Live By - Strength in Weakness
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				#15 When we feel the most inadequate we should consider it an opportunity to experience God's supernatural enablement. 

				The great prophet Daniel had something in common with all of us. He was a human being and subject to our weaknesses. However, when he felt he was"powerless" with"no strength," God responded to his prayers by sending encouraging words and divine power (vv. 8,10).

				The apostle Paul testified to having similar experiences. For example, in the midst of his struggle with a"thorn in the flesh," Jesus reassured him,"My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness" (2Co 12:9). Paul's response sends a resounding message to all of us:

				So I take pleasure in weaknesses, insults, catastrophes, persecutions, and in pressures, because of Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong. (2Co 12:10)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways does Paul's testimony to the Philippians apply to us all? (See Php 4:12-13.)

				

				12 "Don't be afraid, Daniel," he said to me,"for from the first day that you purposed to understand and to humble yourself before your God, your prayers were heard. I have come because of your prayers.13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia opposed me for 21 days. Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me after I had been left there with the kings of Persia. 14 Now I have come to help you understand what will happen to your people in the last days, for the vision refers to those days."

				15 While he was saying these words to me, I turned my face toward the ground and was speechless. 16 Suddenly one with human likeness touched my lips. I opened my mouth and said to the one standing in front of me,"My lord, because of the vision, anguish overwhelms me and I am powerless. 17 How can someone like me, your servant,bx speak with someone like you, my lord? Now I have no strength, and there is no breath in me."

				18 Then the one with human likeness touched me again and strengthened me. 19 He said,"Don't be afraid, you who areby treasured by God. Peace to you; be very strong!"

				As he spoke to me, I was strengthened and said,"Let my lord speak, for you have strengthened me."

				20 He said,"Do you know why I've come to you? I must return at once to fight against the prince of Persia, and when I leave, the prince of Greece will come.21 No one has the courage to support me against them except Michael, your prince. However, I will tell you what is recorded in the book of truth. 

				A Principle to Live By - The Armor of God
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				#16 We are to clothe ourselves with God's armor consistently so we can defeat Satan and his emissaries when they attack us in various ways.

				Who is"the prince of the kingdom of Persia" (v. 13)? Some believe he is a demon that Satan had assigned to the actual king of Persia. The celestial conflict between him and God's messenger was so intense that Michael, the angel God has assigned to protect Israel (v. 21; 12:1), had to join his fellow angel in the battle.

				If this is an accurate interpretation, the next assignment for God's emissary would be to do battle with the fallen angel assigned to the king of Greece.

				This is not just some bizarre idea. Paul wrote that"our battle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the world powers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavens" (Eph 6:12). This is why we must"put on the full armor of God so that [we] can stand against the tactics of the Devil" (Eph 6:11).  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				Paul's exhortations apply to all of us as believers, individually and collectively. In view of the spiritual battle described in the book of Daniel, world leaders today are deeply affected by celestial battles going on around them, whether or not they acknowledge it. As Christians, we should keep in mind that the leaders of our own country are impacted by spiritual forces in the heavens.

				Reflection and Response

				How should this principle impact the way we pray, not only for one another but also for world leaders? (See Eph 6:18-20.)  (See 1Tm #4:Prayer for Government Leaders.)

				

				11 In the first year of Darius the Mede, I stood up to strengthen and protect him. 2 Now I will tell you the truth.

				

	

Prophecies about Persia and Greece

				"Three more kings will arise in Persia, and the fourth will be far richer than the others. By the power he gains through his riches, he will stir up everyone against the kingdom of Greece. 3 Then a warrior king will arise; he will rule a vast realm and do whatever he wants. 4 But as soon as he is established, his kingdom will be broken up and divided to the four winds of heaven, but not to his descendants; it will not be the same kingdom that he ruled, because his kingdom will be uprooted and will go to others besides them.

				

	

Kings of the South and the North

				5 "The king of the South will grow powerful, but one of his commanders will grow more powerful and will rule a kingdom greater than his. 6 After some years they will form an alliance, and the daughter of the king of the South will go to the king of the North to seal the agreement. She will not retain power, and his strength will not endure. She will be given up, together with her entourage, her father, bz and the one who supported her during those times. 7 In the place of the king of the South, one from her familyca will rise up, come against the army, and enter the fortress of the king of the North. He will take action against them and triumph. 8 He will take even their gods captive to Egypt, with their metal images and their precious articles of silver and gold. For some years he will stay away from the king of the North, 9 who will enter the kingdom of the king of the South and then return to his own land.

				10 "His sons will mobilize for war and assemble a large number of armed forces. They will advance, sweeping through like a flood,cb and will again wage war as far as his fortress. 11 Infuriated, the king of the South will march out to fight with the king of the North who will raise a large army but they will be handed over to his enemy. 12 When the army is carried off, he will become arrogant and cause tens of thousands to fall, but he will not triumph. 13 The king of the North will again raise a multitude larger than the first. After some yearscc he will advance with a great army and many supplies.

				14 "In those times many will rise up against the king of the South. Violent ones among your own people will assert themselves to fulfill a vision, but they will fail. 15 Then the king of the North will come, build up an assault ramp, and capture a well-fortified city. The forces of the South will not stand; even their select troops will not be able to resist. 16 The king of the North who comes against him will do whatever he wants, and no one can oppose him. He will establish himself in the beautiful land with total destruction in his hand. 17 He will resolve to come with the force of his whole kingdom and will reach an agreement with him. He will give him a daughter in marriagecd to destroy it, but she will not stand with him or support him. 18 Then he will turn his attention to the coasts and islands and capture many. But a commander will put an end to his taunting; instead, he will turn his taunts against him. 19 He will turn his attention back to the fortresses of his own land, but he will stumble, fall, and be no more.

				20 "In his place one will arise who will send out a tax collector for the glory of the kingdom; but within a few days he will be shattered, though not in angerce or in battle.

				21 "In his place a despised person will arise; royal honors will not be given to him, but he will come during a time of peacecf and seize the kingdom by intrigue. 22 A flood of forces will be swept away before him; they will be shattered, as well as the covenant prince. 23 After an alliance is made with him, he will act deceitfully. He will rise to power with a small nation.cg 24 During a time of peace,ch he will come into the richest parts of the province and do what his fathers and predecessors never did. He will lavish plunder, loot, and wealth on his followers, and he will make plans against fortified cities, but only for a time.

				25 "With a large army he will stir up his power and his courage against the king of the South. The king of the South will prepare for battle with an extremely large and powerful army, but he will not succeed, because plots will be made against him. 26 Those who eat his provisions will destroy him; his army will be swept away, and many will fall slain. 27 The two kings, whose hearts are bent on evil, will speak lies at the same table but to no avail, for still the end will come at the appointed time. 28 The king of the North will return to his land with great wealth, but his heart will be set against the holy covenant;ci he will take action, then return to his own land.

				29 "At the appointed time he will come again to the South, but this timecj will not be like the first. 30 Ships of Kittim will come against him, and being intimidated, he will withdraw. Then he will rage against the holy covenant and take action. On his return, he will favor those who abandon the holy covenant. 31 His forces will rise up and desecrate the temple fortress. They will abolish the daily sacrifice and set up the abomination of desolation.32 With flattery he will corrupt those who act wickedly toward the covenant, but the people who know their God will be strong and take action.33 Those who are wise among the people will give understanding to many, yet they will die by sword and flame, and be captured and plundered for a time. 34 When defeated, they will be helped by some, but many others will join them insincerely.35 Some of the wise will fall so that they may be refined, purified, and cleansed until the time of the end, for it will still come at the appointed time.

				A Principle to Live By - Prophetic History
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				#17 We must understand that the Holy Spirit at times inspired prophets to record prophetic history that has been fulfilled before our time so that we will take seriously future events that are still to be fulfilled.

				This is certainly one of the purposes inherent in the final chapters in the book of Daniel. Clearly, 11:1-35 outlines in very specific detail the history of the Persian and Greek empires prophesied in general in Nebuchadnezzar's dream in chapter 2 and Daniel's visions in chapters 7 and 8.  (Review Dn #10: Fulfilled Prophecy)

				In this section of Scripture Daniel recorded approximately 135 prophetic statements that have now been fulfilled and confirmed in secular history. The details are so accurate that those who do not believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God have concluded that someone must have recorded this information after it happened and attributed it to Daniel. Significantly, the book of Daniel was discovered among the Dead Sea Scrolls, which has helped greatly to rebut many of these critics.

				One of the most significant paragraphs relates to the rise of Antiochus Epiphanes, who persecuted the Jews and polluted the temple (vv. 23-35; cp. 8:9-14). Many in Israel were killed when they resisted this desecration of their holy place, and Antiochus was eventually defeated in the Maccabean Revolt. 

				What happened in Jerusalem during the evil reign of Antiochus foreshadows what will happen when another powerful ruler emerges to persecute the Jews (7:23-27; 11:36-37). Jesus referred to this future event:

				"So when you see the abomination that causes desolation, spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place" (let the reader understand),"then those in Judea must flee to the mountains! . . . For at that time there will be great tribulation, the kind that hasn't taken place from the beginning of the world until now and never will again! Unless those days were limited, no one would survive. But those days will be limited because of the elect." (Mt 24:15-16,21-22; see also Dn 12:11.) 

				Thus, Antiochus clearly foreshadows the future diabolical king, no doubt the"man of lawlessness" who will set the stage for the second coming of Christ (2Th 2:1-4).  (See Rv #25:The Great Commission.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do Daniel's prophecies that have already been fulfilled and those that are still future help to affirm that the Bible is indeed inspired by the Holy Spirit?  (See Jr #42:Prophetic Fulfillment.)

				

				36 "Then the king will do whatever he wants. He will exalt and magnify himself above every god, and he will say outrageous things against the God of gods. He will be successful until the time of wrath is completed, because what has been decreed will be accomplished. 37 He will not show regard for the godsck of his fathers, the god longed for by women, or for any other god, because he will magnify himself above all. 38 Instead, he will honor a god of fortresses — a god his fathers did not know — with gold, silver, precious stones, and riches. 39 He will deal with the strongest fortresses with the help of a foreign god. He will greatly honor those who acknowledge him,cl making them rulers over many and distributing land as a reward.

				40 "At the time of the end, the king of the South will engage him in battle, but the king of the North will storm against him with chariots, horsemen, and many ships. He will invade countries and sweep through them like a flood. 41 He will also invade the beautiful land, and many will fall. But these will escape from his power: Edom, Moab, and the prominent peoplecm of the Ammonites. 42 He will extend his power against the countries, and not even the land of Egypt will escape. 43 He will get control over the hidden treasures of gold and silver and over all the riches of Egypt. The Libyans and •Cushites will also be in submission.cn 44 But reports from the east and the north will terrify him, and he will go out with great fury to annihilate and •completely destroy many. 45 He will pitch his royal tents between the sea andco the beautiful holy mountain, but he will meet his end with no one to help him.

				

				12 At that time

				Michael the great prince

				who stands watch over your people will rise up.

				There will be a time of distress

				such as never has occurred

				since nations came into being until that time.

				But at that time all your people

				who are found written in the book will escape.

				2 Many of those who sleep in the dust

				of the earth will awake,

				some to eternal life,

				and some to shame and eternal contempt.

				3 Those who are wise will shine

				like the bright expanse of the heavens,

				and those who lead many to righteousness,

				like the stars forever and ever.

				

				4 "But you, Daniel, keep these words secret and seal the book until the time of the end. Many will roam about, and knowledge will increase." cp

				5 Then I, Daniel, looked, and two others were standing there, one on this bank of the river and one on the other. 6 One of them said to the man dressed in linen, who was above the waters of the river,"How long until the end of these extraordinary things?" 7 Then I heard the man dressed in linen, who was above the waters of the river. He raised both his handscq toward heaven and swore by Him who lives eternally that it would be for a time, times, and half a time. When the power of the holy people is shattered, all these things will be completed.

				8 I heard but did not understand. So I asked,"My lord, what will be the outcome of these things?"

				9 He said,"Go on your way, Daniel, for the words are secret and sealed until the time of the end. 10 Many will be purified, cleansed, and refined, but the wicked will act wickedly; none of the wicked will understand, but the wise will understand. 11 From the time the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination of desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days. 12 The one who waits for and reaches 1,335 days is blessed. 13 But as for you, go on your way to the end; cr you will rest, then rise to your destiny at the end of the days."

				A Principle to Live By - The Great Tribulation
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				#18 As members of the body of Jesus Christ (the church), we are to encourage one another with the great truth that we will not experience God's wrath.

				Between verses 35 and 36 of Daniel chapter 11, there is a gap of indefinite length. One thing we can say for certain is that this time frame has spanned over 2,000 years. Furthermore, Jesus Christ has come the first time and was"cut off" and rejected by His own people (Jn 1:11; cp. Dn 9:26). We also know that after His death and resurrection, Jesus returned to heaven with the promise that He would come again (Jn 14:1-3). We also can be sure that the diabolical king described in this prophecy by Daniel will emerge in conjunction with the second coming of Christ, and his activities will be similar to Antiochus Epiphanes. 

				However, this future king will engage in behaviors that far exceeds Antiochus's evil behav-
ior (Dn 11:36-37). The apostle Paul identified this evil leader as a"man of lawlessness":

				Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to Him: We ask you, brothers, not to be easily upset in mind or troubled, either by a spirit or by a message or by a letter as if from us, alleging that the Day of the Lord has come. Don't let anyone deceive you in any way. For that day will not come unless the apostasy comes first and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction. He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he sits in God's sanctuary, publicizing that he himself is God. (2Th 2:1-4)

				The Scriptures also seem to be very clear that this man will emerge and be active during a three-and-a-half-year period identified as the great tribulation. When this happens, it will also set the stage for Christ's return to earth to rule as King of kings. This time frame is identified in at least six places in Scripture in various ways—"Time, times, and half a time" (Dn 7:25; 12:7; Rv 12:14) or"42 months" (Rv 11:2; 13:5; see also Rv 12:6). 

				Daniel was inspired to write for the people of Israel, who would someday be able to read these documents and understand the meaning more fully in"the time of the end" (Dn 12:4,9). We understand these prophecies more fully than Daniel ever did because of what we can read in the New Testament. Most importantly, we live within the gap of time identified as the mystery of the church that was revealed to Paul and other New Testament apostles and prophets (Eph 3:4-7). Furthermore, as believers,"God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ" (1Th 5:9).  (See 1Th #10:Christ's Return.)

				Just as in Daniel's day, there are details we will not understand fully until they happen. However, there is one truth we must always have in the forefront of our minds. If New Testament believers looked forward to being removed from the earth in their lifetime, what about those of us who are over 2,000 years into this period of time (1Th 5:9-11; 1Co 15:51-58)?

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to live—even as believers—as if Jesus Christ may not come for many years or even centuries?  (See 2Pt #5:Looking for Christ's Return.)

				

				

				
					
						a1:1 Or Nebuchadrezzar

					

					
						b1:2 Lit Shinar

					

					
						c1:2 Or gods

					

					
						d1:3 Or his eunuchs

					

					
						e1:5 Lit to stand before the king

					

					
						f1:10 Lit would make my head guilty

					

					
						g1:15 Lit fatter of flesh

					

					
						h1:20 Lit hands

					

					
						i2:5 Lit be made into limbs

					

					
						j2:14 Or executioners

					

					
						k2:15 Or urgent

					

					
						l2:23 Lit matter

					

					
						m2:29 Lit happen after this

					

					
						n2:34 Lit off not by hands

					

					
						o2:40 Lit all these

					

					
						p2:43 Lit another in the seed of men

					

					
						q2:45 Lit mountain, not by hands

					

					
						r2:45 Lit happen after this

					

					
						s3:1 Lit statue, its height 60 cubits, its width six cubits

					

					
						t3:5 Or lyre

					

					
						u3:5 Or sambuke

					

					
						v3:5 Or pipe

					

					
						w3:8 Lit and eat the pieces of

					

					
						x3:18 Lit But if not

					

					
						y3:22 Or harsh

					

					
						z3:22 Lit the flame of the fire

					

					
						aa3:25 Or of a divine being

					

					
						ab3:27 Lit fire had not overcome

					

					
						ac3:28 Or messenger

					

					
						ad4:1 Dn 3:31 in Hb

					

					
						ae4:4 Dn 4:1 in Hb

					

					
						af4:11 Lit of all the

					

					
						ag4:16 Lit animal as seven times pass over him

					

					
						ah4:26 Lit enduring

					

					
						ai5:2 Or When he tasted

					

					
						aj5:2 Or father, or grandfather

					

					
						ak5:3 Theod, Vg add and silver

					

					
						al5:5 Lit part of the hand

					

					
						am5:5-6 Lit writing, 6 the king's brightness changed

					

					
						an5:9 Lit his brightness changed on him

					

					
						ao5:10 Lit your brightness change

					

					
						ap5:23 Lit and all your ways belong to Him

					

					
						aq5:26 Or a mina

					

					
						ar5:27 Or a shekel

					

					
						as5:28 Or half a shekel

					

					
						at5:31 Dn 6:1 in Hb

					

					
						au6:1 Lit It was pleasing before Darius

					

					
						av6:3 Lit Now this Daniel

					

					
						aw6:18 Hb obscure

					

					
						ax6:20 Lit said to Daniel

					

					
						ay6:24 Lit had eaten his pieces

					

					
						az6:28 Or Darius, even

					

					
						ba7:1 Lit beginning

					

					
						bb7:15 Lit was distressed in the middle of its sheath

					

					
						bc7:25 Lit wear out

					

					
						bd7:25 Lit change times

					

					
						be7:25 Or for three and a half years

					

					
						bf7:28 Lit my brightness changed on me

					

					
						bg8:3 Lit I lifted my eyes and looked

					

					
						bh8:5 Lit a horn of a vision

					

					
						bi8:14 LXX, Theod, Syr, Vg read him

					

					
						bj8:23 Lit have become complete

					

					
						bk8:23 Lit king, and understanding riddles

					

					
						bl9:11 Lit The curse and the oath

					

					
						bm9:12 Lit against rulers who ruled us

					

					
						bn9:18 Lit Stretch out Your ear

					

					
						bo9:25 Or until an anointed one, a prince

					

					
						bp9:26 Lit Its, or His

					

					
						bq9:26 Or end of a

					

					
						br9:27 Or will enforce a covenant

					

					
						bs9:27 LXX; MT reads of abominations

					

					
						bt9:27 Or And the desolator will be on the wing of abominations, or And the desolator will come on the wings of monsters (or of horror); Hb obscure

					

					
						bu10:5 Some Hb mss read Ophir

					

					
						bv10:8 Lit my splendor was turned on me to ruin

					

					
						bw10:9 Lit a sleep on my face

					

					
						bx10:17 Lit Can I, a servant of my lord

					

					
						by10:19 Lit afraid, man

					

					
						bz11:6 Some Hb mss, Theod read the child ; Syr, Vg read her children

					

					
						ca11:7 Lit from the shoot of her roots

					

					
						cb11:10 Lit advance and overflow and pass through

					

					
						cc11:13 Lit At the end of the times

					

					
						cd11:17 Lit him the daughter of women

					

					
						ce11:20 Or not openly

					

					
						cf11:21 Or come without warning

					

					
						cg11:23 Or a few people

					

					
						ch11:24 Or Without warning

					

					
						ci11:28 Or the Jewish people and religion

					

					
						cj11:29 Lit but the last

					

					
						ck11:37 Or God

					

					
						cl11:39 Or those he acknowledges

					

					
						cm11:41 Lit the first

					

					
						cn11:43 Lit Cushites at his steps

					

					
						co11:45 Or the seas at

					

					
						cp12:4 LXX reads and the earth will be filled with unrighteousness

					

					
						cq12:7 Lit raised his right and his left

					

					
						cr12:13 LXX omits to the end

					

				

			

	

				Hosea

				Author: Hosea

				Date of events: 750–722 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				Hosea is the first of the twelve Minor Prophets, so called because the books they wrote are shorter than those of the Major Prophets. Hosea prophesied during the final years of the northern kingdom of Israel, which he often called"Ephraim." Israel, while prosperous, was in a moral and spiritual decline, and Hosea called the nation, corporately and individually, back to their covenant with God.

				Hosea teaches us principles of repentance

				

				

				Hosea's first assignment as the Lord's prophet was to"marry a promiscuous wife," who later abandoned him. He then was commanded to go and show her love again, despite the fact that she had committed adultery against him. Hosea did this in order to display in his own life what God had experienced due to the unfaithfulness of the nation of Israel. God had"married" Israel in His covenant with her, but she had been unfaithful to that covenant. Nevertheless, God was again showing love to Israel and inviting her back into a relationship with Him.

				Hosea teaches us principles of God's amazing mercy and grace

				

				

				Hosea's audience rejected him and his message. In fact, they persecuted him and verbally abused him; they called him a crazy fool because of what he believed and preached. But Hosea was confident in God's faithfulness to him and, ultimately, to his countrymen. God is not fickle and faithless like a man. God will restore His people and bless them, just as He promised.

				Hosea teaches us principles of God's unfailing compassion

				

				

				Hosea acknowledged that it is God who disciplines us, but it is also God who can restore us. Therefore, when we are enduring discipline, we should not turn away from the Lord, but turn toward Him for healing and intimate fellowship with Him.

				Hosea teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in Hosea

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-3

							
								
								#1: Christ's Spotless Bride

							
								
								As believers who have been chosen by God, we are to become more and more like Christ until we are presented to Him at the marriage of the Lamb.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								4:1-14

							
								
								#2: Our Knowledge of God

							
								
								To grow spiritually, we must have an increasing and deepening knowledge of God—who He is and what He has done for us. 

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								4:15–5:15

							
								
								#3: Maintaining a Clear Conscience

							
								
								We are to maintain a clear conscience that does not become hardened by persistent sinful attitudes and actions.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								6:1-3

							
								
								#4: God's Forgiveness

							
								
								No matter what our human condition, we are to seek God's forgiveness, realizing that the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								6:4–7:16

							
								
								#5: Becoming Like Christ

							
								
								We are to be progressively transformed into the image of the Lord Jesus Christ, not conformed to this world. 

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								8:1-4

							
								
								#6: Choosing Godly Leaders

							
								
								When we install leaders in our churches, we should first and foremost make the selection based on God's approval.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								8:5-14

							
								
								#7: True Worship

							
								
								When we worship we must remember that what pleases God the most are lives lived in harmony with His will. 

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								9:1-9

							
								
								#8: Verbal Persecution

							
								
								When we share God's truth with those who have deliberately turned their backs on God, we should not be surprised if we are identified as stupid and crazy.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								10:1-8

							
								
								#9: False Assumptions

							
								
								We must never interpret material prosperity as a sign that God is pleased with actions that are out of harmony with His revealed will.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								10:9-12

							
								
								#10: Proper Priorities

							
								
								We are to determine in our hearts to do what is right according to God's will, trusting Him to meet all of our needs.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								11:1-11

							
								
								#11: God's Faithfulness

							
								
								We are to be assured that God will never disown us if we have truly become His children through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								14:1-9

							
								
								#12: A Call to 
Repentance

							
								
								Regardless of who we are, to experience eternal life we must acknowledge our sinfulness and receive God's free gift of salvation.

							
								
								12

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Hosea

				1 The word of the Lord that came to Hosea son of Beeri during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and of Jeroboam son of Jehoash, king of Israel.

				

	

Hosea's Marriage and Children

				2 When the Lord first spoke to Hosea, He said this to him:

				Go and marry a promiscuous wife

				and have children of promiscuity,

				for the land is committing blatant acts of 
promiscuity

				by abandoning the Lord.

				

				3 So he went and married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.

				A Principle to Live By - Christ's Spotless Bride

				[image: Getz0894.png]

				#1 As believers who have been chosen by God, we are to become more and more like Christ until we are presented to Him at the marriage of the Lamb.

				Hosea addressed the sins of the northern kingdom of Israel for nearly 40 years (v. 1). To carry out his mission, he was commanded by God to do what is unthinkable and contradictory to both Old and New Testament values. He was to marry Gomer who, some believe, had already been sexually promiscuous (v. 2). She later forsook Hosea and became unfaithful. However, despite her persistent promiscuity, Hosea was to redeem her from a life of sexual slavery to once again become his wife (3:1). Hosea obeyed God's command, even though he did not fully understand God's message to Israel through this difficult period in his life. 

				This true-life story of grace and redemption illustrated what God did for the children of Israel. He took them as His spouse when, in spite of their idolatry and immorality, He delivered them from slavery in Egypt. However, disregarding God's gracious love, they once again became unfaithful by forsaking the Lord, worshiping idols, and engaging in decadent immorality (2:2-13). Yet in spite of their horrible sins, God in His love was attempting to woo them back to a faithful relationship with Him (2:14-17). 

				Unfortunately, Israel (often called Ephraim) continued to reject God's unconditional love and suffered the consequences, being taken into slavery under the Assyrians. However, despite their terrible spiritually"adulterous" behavior, God was still going to redeem them at some future date and restore them once and for all as His own people, just as Hosea redeemed Gomer (2:19-20). 

				Though this is a story of Israel's idolatry and God's future plan for His chosen people, it is also a picture of what God has done for all of us who have responded to the message of the gospel. We have been redeemed"in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us!" (Rm 5:8). In accepting His offer of salvation, we have become the Messiah's future bride who will be presented to Him someday in heaven"without spot or wrinkle" (Eph 5:27). At"the marriage of the Lamb" we will be"given fine linen to wear, bright and pure" that represents our"righteous acts" (Rv 19:7-8). This demonstrates that though we have been saved by grace, we are also"His creation, created in Christ Jesus for good works" (Eph 2:8-10). This marital metaphor speaks clearly of what God has done and will do for the church, the bride of Christ.  (See Ps #43:The Bride of Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways are Christians to show faithfulness to God and to Jesus Christ?  (See Ezk #13:A Form of Godliness.)

				

				 4 Then the Lord said to him:

				

				Name him Jezreel, for in a little while

				I will bring the bloodshed of Jezreel

				on the house of Jehu

				and put an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel.

				5 On that day I will break the bow of Israel

				in the Valley of Jezreel.

				6 She conceived again and gave birth to a daughter, and the Lord said to him:

				

				Name her No Compassion,a

				for I will no longer have compassion

				on the house of Israel.

				I will certainly take them away.

				7 But I will have compassion on the house of 
Judah,

				and I will deliver them by the Lord their God.

				I will not deliver them by bow, sword, or war,

				or by horses and cavalry.

				

				8 After Gomer had weaned No Compassion, she conceived and gave birth to a son. 9 Then the Lord said:

				

				Name him Not My People,b

				for you are not My people,

				and I will not be your God.c

				10 d Yet the number of the Israelites

				will be like the sand of the sea,

				which cannot be measured or counted.

				And in the place where they were told:

				You are not My people,

				they will be called: Sons of the living God.

				11 And the Judeans and the Israelites

				will be gathered together.

				They will appoint for themselves a single ruler

				and go up frome the land.

				For the day of Jezreel will be great.

				2f Callg your brothers: My People

				and your sisters: Compassion.  (See Gn #15:
 God's Mercy.)

				

	

Israel's Adultery Rebuked

				2 Rebuke your mother; rebuke her.

				For she is not My wife and I am not her 
husband.

				Let her remove the promiscuous look from her face

				and her adultery from between her breasts.

				3 Otherwise, I will strip her naked

				and expose her as she was on the day of her birth.

				I will make her like a desert

				and like a parched land,

				and I will let her die of thirst.

				4 I will have no compassion on her children

				because they are the children of promiscuity.

				5 Yes, their mother is promiscuous;

				she conceived them and acted shamefully.

				For she thought,"I will go after my lovers,

				the men who give me my food and water,

				my wool and flax, my oil and drink."

				

				6 Therefore, this is what I will do:

				I will block her h way with thorns;

				I will enclose her with a wall,

				so that she cannot find her paths.  (See Ezk #15: Christ's Bride [The Parable of the Adulterous Wife], p. 1091; Ezk #22: Overcomming Temptation [The Two Immoral Sisters], p. 1101.)

				7 She will pursue her lovers but not catch them;

				she will seek them but not find them.

				Then she will think,

				"I will go back to my former husband,

				for then it was better for me than now."

				8 She does not recognize

				that it is I who gave her the grain,

				the new wine, and the oil.

				I lavished silver and gold on her,

				which they used for •Baal.

				9 Therefore, I will take back My grain in its 
time

				and My new wine in its season;

				I will take away My wool and linen,

				which were to cover her nakedness.

				10 Now I will expose her shame

				in the sight of her lovers,

				and no one will rescue her from My hands.

				11 I will put an end to all her celebrations:

				her feasts, New Moons, and Sabbaths —

				all her festivals.

				12 I will devastate her vines and fig trees.

				She thinks that these are her wages

				that her lovers have given her.

				I will turn them into a thicket,

				and the wild animals will eat them.

				13 And I will punish her for the days of the Baals

				when she burned incense to them,

				put on her rings and jewelry,

				and went after her lovers,

				but forgot Me.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

	

Israel's Adultery Forgiven

				14 Therefore, I am going to persuade her,

				lead her to the wilderness,

				and speak tenderly to her.i

				15 There I will give her vineyards back to her

				and make the Valley of Achor

				into a gateway of hope.

				There she will respond as she did

				in the days of her youth,

				as in the day she came out of the land of Egypt.

				16 In that day —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				you will call Me,"My husband,"

				and no longer call Me,"My Baal."j

				17 For I will remove the names of the Baals

				from her mouth;

				they will no longer be remembered by their names.

				18 On that day I will make a covenant for them

				with the wild animals, the birds of the sky,

				and the creatures that crawl on the ground.

				I will shatter bow, sword,

				and weapons of war in the landk

				and will enable the people to rest securely.

				19 I will take you to be My wife forever.

				I will take you to be My wife in righteousness,

				justice, love, and compassion.

				20 I will take you to be My wife in faithfulness,

				and you will know •Yahweh.

				21 On that day I will respond —

				this is the Lord's declaration.

				I will respond to the sky,

				and it will respond to the earth.

				22 The earth will respond to the grain,

				the new wine, and the oil,

				and they will respond to Jezreel.

				23 I will sow her in the land for Myself,

				and I will have compassion

				on No Compassion;

				I will say to Not My People:

				You are My people,

				and he will say,"You are My God."

				

	

Waiting for Restoration

				3 Then the Lord said to me,"Go again; show love to a woman who is loved by another man and is an adulteress, just as the Lord loves the Israelites though they turn to other gods and love raisin cakes."

				2 So I bought her for 15 •shekels of silver and five bushels of barley. l, m 3 I said to her,"You must live with me many days. Don't be promiscuous or belong to any man, and I will act the same way toward you."

				4 For the Israelites must live many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred pillar, and without •ephod or household idols. 5 Afterward, the people of Israel will return and seek the Lord their God and David their king. They will come with awe to the Lord and to His goodness in the last days.  (See Jr #34:The New Covenant.)

				

	

God's Case against Israel

				4 Hear the word of the Lord, people of Israel,

				for the Lord has a case

				against the inhabitants of the land:

				There is no truth, no faithful love,

				and no knowledge of God in the land!

				2 Cursing,  lying,  murder,  stealing, 

				and adultery are rampant;

				one act of bloodshed follows another.

				3 For this reason the land mourns,

				and everyone who lives in it languishes,

				along with the wild animals and the birds of the sky;

				even the fish of the sea disappear.

				4 But let no one dispute; let no one argue,

				for My case is against you priests. n, o

				5 You will stumble by day;

				the prophet will also stumble with you by night.

				And I will destroy your mother.

				6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. 

				Because you have rejected knowledge, 

				I will reject you from serving as My priest.

				Since you have forgotten the law of your God,

				I will also forget your sons.

				

				7 The more they multiplied,

				the more they sinned against Me.

				I p will change their honor q into disgrace.

				8 They feed on the sinr of My people;

				they have an appetite for their transgressions.

				9 The same judgment will happen

				to both people and priests.

				I will punish them for their ways

				and repay them for their deeds.

				10 They will eat but not be satisfied;

				they will be promiscuous but not multiply.

				For they have abandoned their devotion to the Lord.

				11 Promiscuity, wine, and new wine

				take away one's understanding.

				

				12 My people consult their wooden idols,

				and their divining rods inform them.

				For a spirit of promiscuity leads them astray;

				they act promiscuously

				in disobedience tos their God.

				13 They sacrifice on the mountaintops,

				and they burn offerings on the hills,

				and under oaks, poplars, and terebinths,

				because their shade is pleasant.

				And so your daughters act promiscuously

				and your daughters-in-law commit adultery.

				14 I will not punish your daughters

				when they act promiscuously

				or your daughters-in-law

				when they commit adultery,

				for the men themselves go off with prostitutes

				and make sacrifices with cult prostitutes.

				People without discernment are doomed.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Knowledge of God

				[image: Getz0895.png]

				#2 To grow spiritually, we must have an increasing and deepening knowledge of God—who He is and what He has done for us. 

				The children of Israel had come to the place in their unfaithfulness where they had forgotten God's laws, particularly as they relate to"cursing [taking the Lord's name in vain], lying, murder, stealing, and adultery" (v. 2). More importantly, they had forgotten God Himself. Note Hosea's indictment:

				There is no truth, no faithful love, and no knowledge of God in the land! (v. 1b)

				Sadly, there are those today who call themselves followers of God and of Jesus Christ but who have rejected the Bible and its teachings as the infallible Word of God. In doing so, they have rejected the most essential fact of the Bible: the Lord Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, the"Word" who"became flesh and took up residence among us" (Jn 1:14). Tragically, Hosea's words to Israel are applicable to all those who are Christians in name only:"People without discernment are doomed" (Hs 4:14). 

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can those of us who profess to be true believers develop our own intimate knowledge of God?  (See Col #3:Model Prayers.)

				

				

	

Warnings for Israel and Judah

				15 Israel, if you act promiscuously,

				don't let Judah become •guilty!

				Do not go to Gilgal

				or make a pilgrimage to Beth-aven,

				and do not swear an oath: As the Lord lives!

				16 For Israel is as obstinate as a stubborn cow.

				Can the Lord now shepherd them

				like a lamb in an open meadow?

				17 Ephraim is attached to idols;

				leave him alone!

				18 When their drinking is over,

				they turn to promiscuity.

				Israel's leaderst fervently love disgrace.u

				19 A wind with its wings will carry them off,v

				and they will be ashamed of their sacrifices.

				

				5 Hear this, priests!

				Pay attention, house of Israel!

				Listen, royal house!

				For the judgment applies to you

				because you have been a snare at Mizpah

				and a net spread out on Tabor.

				2 Rebels are deeply involved in slaughter;

				I will be a punishment for all of them.w

				3 I know Ephraim,

				and Israel is not hidden from Me.

				For now, Ephraim,

				you have acted promiscuously;

				Israel is defiled.

				4 Their actions do not allow them

				to return to their God,

				for a spirit of promiscuity is among them,

				and they do not know the Lord.

				5 Israel's arrogance testifies against them.x

				Both Israel and Ephraim stumble

				because of their wickedness;

				even Judah will stumble with them.  (See Jr #6: Ignoring Sin's Consequences.)

				6 They go with their flocks and herds

				to seek the Lord

				but do not find Him;

				He has withdrawn from them.

				7 They betrayed the Lord;

				indeed, they gave birth to illegitimate children.

				Now the New Moon will devour them

				along with their fields.

				

				8 Blow the horn in Gibeah,

				the trumpet in Ramah;

				raise the war cry in Beth-aven:

				After you, Benjamin!

				9 Ephraim will become a desolation

				on the day of punishment;

				I announce what is certain

				among the tribes of Israel.

				10 The princes of Judah are like those

				who move boundary markers;

				I will pour out My fury on them like water.

				11 Ephraim is oppressed, crushed in judgment,

				for he is determined to follow what is 
worthless.y

				12 So I am like rot to Ephraim

				and like decay to the house of Judah.

				

				13 When Ephraim saw his sickness

				and Judah his wound,

				Ephraim went to Assyria

				and sent a delegation to the great king.z

				But he cannot cure you or heal your wound.

				14 For I am like a lion to Ephraim

				and like a young lion to the house of Judah.

				Yes, I will tear them to pieces and depart.

				I will carry them off,

				and no one can rescue them.

				15 I will depart and return to My place

				until they recognize their •guilt and seek My face;

				they will search for Me in their distress.

				A Principle to Live By - Maintaining a Clear Conscience

				[image: Getz0896.png]

				#3 We are to maintain a clear conscience that does not become hardened by persistent sinful attitudes and actions.

				The children of Israel had become so unfaithful to God's laws that they no longer recognized truth from error. Hosea called this a"spirit of promiscuity" (v. 4). Their personal and corporate conscience had become so hardened that they no longer discerned between good and evil. They did not"recognize their guilt" (v. 15).  (See Jr #10:A Seared Conscience.)

				Though Paul was describing the Gentile world in his introductory comments in his letter to the Romans, what he wrote also described the children of Israel prior to their Assyrian captivity:

				For though they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God or show gratitude. Instead, their thinking became nonsense, and their senseless minds were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man, birds, four-footed animals, and reptiles. Therefore God delivered them over in the cravings of their hearts to sexual impurity, so that their bodies were degraded among themselves. They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served something created instead of the Creator, who is praised forever. Amen. (Rm 1:21-25)  (See Rm #3:Sin's Devastating Results.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we practice Paul's instructions in his letter to Timothy to have a good conscience in our relationship with God and in our relationships with one another? (See 1Tm 1:5.) 

				

				

	

A Call to Repentance

				6 Come, let us return to the Lord.

				For He has torn us,

				and He will heal us;

				He has wounded us,

				and He will bind up our wounds.

				2 He will revive us after two days,

				and on the third day He will raise us up

				so we can live in His presence.

				3 Let us strive to know the Lord.

				His appearance is as sure as the dawn.

				He will come to us like the rain,

				like the spring showers that water the land.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Forgiveness
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				#4 No matter what our human condition, we are to seek God's forgiveness, realizing that the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin.

				Though Hosea's appeal to"return to the Lord" was directed at the nation of Israel (v. 1), it applies to all humanity at any moment in history. No matter what our sinful condition, God desires fellowship with us. The apostle John wrote that the Lord Jesus Christ died for the sins of the whole world (Jn 3:16). Later he recorded this reassuring message in his first Epistle:

				If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1Jn 1:9)

				This great truth applies to both non-Christians and Christians. When we first acknowledge our sins and sincerely receive God's gift of salvation, we are redeemed for all eternity. However, if we fail God following our salvation experience—and we will—the blood of Christ shed on the cross continues to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If that were not true, no one could be saved.

				On the other hand, if as new creations in Christ we consciously continue to sin and violate His will, our intimate fellowship with God will be broken. However, when we acknowledge that sin and with His strength turn from it, we can once again live in the full light of that forgiveness, and we can have intimate fellowship with God and with our fellow believers.  (See 1Jn #3:Practicing the Truth.)

				Reflection and Response

				If Christ's blood continues to cleanse us from sin after we're saved, what steps should we take to keep from abusing God's love and grace?  (See Rm #10:Our New Life in Christ.)

				

				

	

The Lord's First Lament

				4 What am I going to do with you, Ephraim?

				What am I going to do with you, Judah?

				Your loyalty is like the morning mist

				and like the early dew that vanishes.

				5 This is why I have used the prophets

				to cut them down;aa

				I have killed them with the words of My mouth.

				My judgment strikes like lightning. ab

				6 For I desire loyalty and not sacrifice,

				the knowledge of God rather than •burnt 
offerings.(See 1Sm #25:Prideful Behavior.)

				

				7 But they, like Adam,ac have violated the covenant;

				there they have betrayed Me.

				8 Gilead is a city of evildoers,

				tracked with bloody footprints.

				9 Like raiders who wait in ambush for someone,

				a band of priests murders on the road to Shechem.

				They commit atrocities.

				10 I have seen something horrible in the house of Israel:

				Ephraim's promiscuity is there; Israel is defiled.

				11 A harvest is also appointed for you, Judah.

				

				When Iad return My people from captivity,

				7 1 when I heal Israel,

				the sins of Ephraim and the crimes of Samaria

				will be exposed.

				For they practice fraud;

				a thief breaks in;

				a raiding party pillages outside.

				2 But they never consider that I remember all their evil.

				Now their sins are all around them;

				they are right in front of My face.

				

	

Israel's Corruption

				3 They please the king with their evil,

				the princes with their lies.

				4 All of them commit adultery;

				they are like an oven heated by a baker

				who stops stirring the fire

				from the kneading of the dough until it is leavened.

				5 On the day of our king,

				the princes are sick with the heat of wine —

				there is a conspiracy with traitors.ae

				6 For they — their hearts like an oven —

				draw him into their oven.

				Their anger smolders all night;

				in the morning it blazes like a flaming fire.

				7 All of them are as hot as an oven,

				and they consume their rulers.

				All their kings fall;

				not one of them calls on Me.af

				

				8 Ephraim has allowed himself to get mixed up with the nations.

				Ephraim is unturned bread baked on a griddle.

				9 Foreigners consume his strength,

				but he does not notice.

				Even his hair is streaked with gray,

				but he does not notice.

				10 Israel's arrogance testifies against them,ag

				yet they do not return to •Yahweh their God,

				and for all this, they do not seek Him.

				

				11 So Ephraim has become like a silly, 
senseless dove;

				they call to Egypt, and they go to Assyria.

				12 As they are going, I will spread My net over them;

				I will bring them down like birds of the sky.

				I will discipline them in accordance

				with the news that reachesah their assembly.

				

	

The Lord's Second Lament

				13 Woe to them, for they fled from Me;

				destruction to them, for they rebelled against Me!

				Though I want to redeem them,

				they speak lies against Me.

				14 They do not cry to Me from their hearts;

				rather, they wail on their beds.

				They slash themselves ai for grain and new wine;

				they turn away from Me.

				15 I trained and strengthened their arms,

				but they plot evil against Me.

				16 They turn, but not to what is above; aj

				they are like a faulty bow.

				Their leaders will fall by the sword

				because of the cursing of their tongue.

				They will be ridiculed for this in the land of Egypt.

				A Principle to Live By - Becoming Like Christ

				[image: Getz0898.png]

				#5 We are to be progressively transformed into the image of the Lord Jesus Christ, not conformed to this world. 

				Israel's downfall happened over a period of time. They were so influenced by the evil nations around them that they lost their identity as God's chosen people. Hosea's striking metaphor captures their fickle loyalty—it was"like the morning mist and like the early dew that vanishes" (6:4). 

				Hosea's pointed message also illustrates what can happen to believers. Even though we have been born again by God's Spirit, if we are not continually renewing our minds we can once again allow the world's system to impact us negatively (Rm 12:1-2). It can happen so gradually and subtly that we are not aware we are being influenced by"the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride in one's lifestyle," which"is not from the Father, but is from the world" (1Jn 2:15-16; see also Hs 7:9). Sadly, when this happens, our hearts grow cold and calloused and our fellowship with God is broken (7:14).  (See Rm #21:Christ-Centered Worship.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Israel's conformity to the lifestyle of the nations around them illustrate what has happened in many churches today? How can we keep this from happening?

				

				

	

Israel's False Hopes

				8 Put the horn to your mouth!

				One like an eagle comes

				against the house of the Lord,

				because they transgress My covenant

				and rebel against My law.

				2 Israel cries out to Me,

				"My God, we know You!"

				3 Israel has rejected what is good;

				an enemy will pursue him.

				4 They have installed kings,

				but not through Me.

				They have appointed leaders,

				but without My approval.

				They make their silver and gold

				into idols for themselves

				for their own destruction.ak

				A Principle to Live By - Choosing Godly Leaders
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				#6 When we install leaders in our churches, we should first and foremost make the selection based on God's approval. 

				Much of Israel's unfaithfulness to God happened because they chose unfaithful leaders. They failed to seek God's guidance in the selection process. This is why the Holy Spirit has provided the local church with clear standards for those who will manage and shepherd us. We need leaders who will not only teach us how to live, but show us how to live. They are to"be above reproach"; that is, they are to have a"good reputation" among both believers and unbelievers (1Tm 3:2,7). 

				Reflection and Response

				How can local churches make sure they select leaders that reflect the qualities outlined by Paul in 1 Timothy and Titus?  (See 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity; 1Tm #7: Qualified Assistants; Ti #3: Doctrine of Character.)

				 

				

				5 Your calf-idolal is rejected, Samaria.

				My anger burns against them.

				How long will they be incapable of innocence?

				6 For this thing is from Israel —

				a craftsman made it, and it is not God.

				The calf of Samaria will be smashed to bits!

				

				7 Indeed, they sow the wind

				and reap the whirlwind.

				There is no standing grain;

				what sprouts fails to yield flour.

				Even if they did,

				foreigners would swallow it up.

				8 Israel is swallowed up!

				Now they are among the nations

				like discarded pottery.

				9 For they have gone up to Assyria

				like a wild donkey going off on its own.

				Ephraim has paid for love.

				10 Even though they hire lovers among the 
nations,

				I will now round them up,

				and they will begin to decrease in number

				under the burden of the king and leaders.

				

				11 When Ephraim multiplied his altars for sin,

				they became his altars for sinning.

				12 Though I were to write out for him

				ten thousand points of My instruction,

				they would beam regarded as something strange.

				13 Though they offer sacrificial giftsan

				and eat the flesh,

				the Lord does not accept them.

				Now He will remember their •guilt

				and punish their sins;

				they will return to Egypt.

				14 Israel has forgotten his Maker and built 
palaces;

				Judah has also multiplied fortified cities.

				I will send fire on their cities,

				and it will consume their citadels.

				A Principle to Live By - True Worship

				[image: Getz0900.png]

				#7 When we worship we must remember that what pleases God the most are lives lived in harmony with His will. 

				The children of Israel continued to worship, but they created graven images, just as they had done when Aaron created a golden calf (Ex 32:1-6). Furthermore, they incorporated pagan rituals into their worship, including immorality. Though they were attempting to cover their sins, they were only increasing their sins (Hs 8:11). They were in total disobedience to God's laws (v. 12). 

				Today, places of Christian worship are filled with people going through various rituals, believing these exercises will atone for their sins. Sadly, many have been deceived with false teaching. Even if they are justified by faith in Jesus Christ (Rm 5:1), they are not committed to presenting their bodies"as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God," which is appropriate"spiritual worship" (Rm 12:1). And when a woman of Samaria asked Jesus about proper worship, He responded that worship must not only be spiritual, it must also be true (Jn 4:24). 

				Reflection and Response

				How do we keep worship today from becoming purely ritualistic and meaningless?  (See Mt #14:Honoring God.)

				

				

	

The Coming Exile

				9 Israel, do not rejoice jubilantly as the 
 nations do,

				for you have acted promiscuously, 
leaving your God.

				You have loved the wages of a prostitute

				on every grain-threshing floor.

				2 Threshing floor and wine vat will not 
sustain them,

				and the new wine will fail them.

				3 They will not stay in the land of the Lord.

				Instead, Ephraim will return to Egypt,

				and they will eat •unclean food in Assyria.

				

				4 They will not pour out

				their wine offerings to the Lord,

				and their sacrifices will not please Him.

				Their food will be like the bread of mourners;

				all who eat it become defiled.

				For their bread will be for their appetites alone;

				it will not enter the house of the Lord.

				5 What will you do on a festival day,

				on the day of the Lord's feast?

				6 For even if they flee from devastation,

				Egypt will gather them, and Memphis will bury them.

				Thistles will take possession of their precious silver;

				thorns will invade their tents.

				

				7 The days of punishment have come;

				the days of retribution have come.

				Let Israel recognize it!

				The prophet is a fool,

				and the inspired man is insane,

				because of the magnitude

				of your •guilt and hostility.

				8 Ephraim's watchman is with my God.

				The prophet encounters a fowler's snare

				on all his ways.

				Hostility is in the house of his God!

				9 They have deeply corrupted themselves

				as in the days of Gibeah.

				He will remember their guilt;

				He will punish their sins.

				A Principle to Live By - Verbal Persecution

				[image: Getz0901.png]

				#8 When we share God's truth with those who have deliberately turned their backs on God, we should not be surprised if we are identified as stupid and crazy. 

				The children of Israel were so trapped in sin that those who spoke because they were inspired by God were considered crazy fools. From God's perspective, these men were watchmen warning the Israelites of coming judgment. Because these divine emissaries were heard but rejected, the people themselves were without excuse. As Hosea warned,"The days of punishment" and"retribution have come" (v. 7).

				Paul faced a similar charge when he shared his conversion story before the governor of Caesarea:

				As he was making his defense this way, Festus exclaimed in a loud voice,"You're out of your mind, Paul! Too much study is driving you mad!" But Paul replied,"I'm not out of my mind, most excellent Festus. On the contrary, I'm speaking words of truth and good judgment." (Ac 26:24-25) 

				In today's world, it should not surprise us that those who speak boldly before unbelievers will at times face this kind of persecution.

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways are we seeing this kind of persecution in various cultures today?  (See 2Tm #4:Suffering for Christ.)

				

				

	

Ephraim Bereaved of Offspring

				10 I discovered Israel

				like grapes in the wilderness.

				I saw your fathers

				like the first fruit of the fig tree in its first 
season.

				But they went to Baal-peor,

				consecrated themselves to Shame,

				and became detestable,

				like the thing they loved.

				11 Ephraim's glory will fly away like a bird:

				no birth, no gestation, no conception.

				12 Even if they raise children,

				I will bereave them of each one.

				Yes, woe to them when I depart from them!

				13 I have seen Ephraim like Tyre,

				planted in a meadow,

				so Ephraim will bring out his children

				to the executioner.

				14 Give them, Lord —

				What should You give?

				Give them a womb that miscarries

				and breasts that are dry!

				

				15 All their evil appears at Gilgal,

				for there I came to hate them.

				I will drive them from My house

				because of their evil, wicked actions.

				I will no longer love them;

				all their leaders are rebellious.

				16 Ephraim is struck down;

				their roots are withered;

				they cannot bear fruit.

				Even if they bear children,

				I will kill the precious offspring of their wombs.

				

				17 My God will reject them

				because they have not listened to Him;

				they will become wanderers among the 
nations.  (See Dt #29:Blessings and Curses.)

				

	

The Vine and the Calf

				10 Israel is a lushao vine;

				it yields fruit for itself.

				The more his fruit increased,

				the more he increased the altars.

				The better his land produced,

				the better they made the sacred pillars.

				2 Their hearts are devious;ap

				now they must bear their •guilt.

				The Lord will break down their altars

				and demolish their sacred pillars.

				3 In fact, they are now saying,

				"We have no king!

				For we do not •fear the Lord.

				What can a king do for us?"

				4 They speak mere words,

				taking false oaths while making covenants.

				So lawsuits break out

				like poisonous weeds in the furrows of a field.

				

				5 The residents of Samaria will have anxiety

				over the calf of Beth-aven.

				Indeed, its idolatrous priests rejoiced over it;

				the people will mourn over it,

				over its glory.

				It will certainly depart from them.

				6 The calf itself will be taken to Assyria

				as an offering to the great king.aq

				Ephraim will experience shame;

				Israel will be ashamed of its counsel.

				7 Samaria's king will disappearar

				like foamas on the surface of the water.

				8 The •high places of Aven, the sin of Israel,

				will be destroyed;

				thorns and thistles will grow over their altars.

				They will say to the mountains,"Cover us!"

				and to the hills,"Fall on us!"

				A Principle to Live By - False Assumptions
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				#9 We must never interpret material prosperity as a sign that God is pleased with actions that are out of harmony with His revealed will. 

				Israel was experiencing unusual economic growth (v. 1). They were defeating their enemies and expanding their borders (2Kg 14:25-27). But at the same time, they became more and more unfaithful. Rather than honoring the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, they were building more idols and worshiped false gods.  (See Gn #18:Material Blessings.)

				In Jesus' day, some of the richest men in Israel were their religious leaders. Yet, Jesus called them"hypocrites" and"white-washed tombs" because they looked good on the outside,"but inside" they were"full of hypocrisy and lawlessness" (Mt 23:27-28). Ultimately, they would face God's judgment for rejecting the Messiah, as illustrated in the parable of the rich fool (Lk 12:16-21). 

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways does the parable of the rich fool apply today to some who identify themselves as Christians? (See Lk #27:Eternal Investments.)

				

				

	

Israel's Defeat because of Sin

				9 Israel, you have sinned

				since the days of Gibeah;

				they have taken their stand there.

				Will not war against the unjust

				overtake them in Gibeah?

				10 I will discipline them at My discretion;

				nations will be gathered against them

				to put them in bondage at

				for their two crimes.

				

				

				11 Ephraim is a well-trained calf

				that loves to thresh,

				but I will place a yoke onau her fine neck.

				I will harness Ephraim;

				Judah will plow;

				Jacob will do the final plowing.

				12 Sow righteousness for yourselves

				and reap faithful love;

				break up your unplowed ground.

				It is time to seek the Lord

				until He comes and sends righteousness

				on you like the rain.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Proper Priorities

				[image: Getz0903.png]

				#10 We are to determine in our hearts to do what is right according to God's will, trusting Him to meet all of our needs. 

				When Jesus taught the disciples on the hillside overlooking the Sea of Galilee, perhaps He was thinking about Hosea's challenge to the people of Israel when He said,"seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be provided for you" (Mt 6:33). The children of Israel were certainly not seeking God's kingdom in Hosea's day, but rather their own worldly experiences (Hs 10:12). As a result, they suffered the consequences. All they had was taken from them when the Assyrians took them captive.  (See Mt #16:Establishing Priorities.)

				Unfortunately, some Christians will enter heaven without any rewards. Everything they've built on the foundation of Christ in this world will be like"wood, hay, or straw" and will be reduced to ashes (1Co 3:10-15). The message is clear: we must stop pursuing things that have no eternal value. Now is the time to"sow righteousness" and"reap faithful love" (Hs 10:12).  (See 1Co #8:The True Foundation.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can we build on the foundation of Jesus Christ with gold, silver, and precious stones? 

				

				13 You have plowed wickedness and reaped 
injustice;

				you have eaten the fruit of lies.

				Because you have trusted in your own way av

				and in your large number of soldiers,

				14 the roar of battle will rise against your people,

				and all your fortifications will be demolished

				in a day of war,

				like Shalman's destruction of Beth-arbel.

				Mothers will be dashed to pieces

				along with their children.

				15 So it will be done to you, Bethel,

				because of your extreme evil.

				At dawn the king of Israel will be totally 
destroyed.

				

	

The Lord's Love for Israel

				11 When Israel was a child, I loved him,

				and out of Egypt I called My son.

				2 The more they called them,

				the more they departed from Me. aw

				They kept sacrificing to the •Baals

				and burning offerings to idols.

				3 It was I who taught Ephraim to walk,

				taking them ax in My arms,

				but they never knew that I healed them.

				4 I led them with human cords,

				with ropes of love.

				To them I was like one

				who eases the yoke from their jaws;

				I bent down to give them food.

				5 Israel will not return to the land of Egypt

				and Assyria will be his king,

				because they refused to repent.

				6 A sword will whirl through his cities;

				it will destroy and devour the bars of his gates,ay

				because of their schemes.

				7 My people are bent on turning from Me.

				Though they call to Him on high,

				He will not exalt them at all.

				

				8 How can I give you up, Ephraim?

				How can I surrender you, Israel?

				How can I make you like Admah?

				How can I treat you like Zeboiim?

				I have had a change of heart;

				My compassion is stirred!

				9 I will not vent the full fury of My anger;

				I will not turn back to destroy Ephraim.

				For I am God and not man,

				the Holy One among you;

				I will not come in rage.az

				10 They will follow the Lord;

				He will roar like a lion.

				When He roars,

				His children will come trembling from the west.

				11 They will be roused like birds from Egypt

				and like doves from the land of Assyria.

				Then I will settle them in their homes.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				A Principle to Live By - God's Faithfulness
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				#11 We are to be assured that God will never disown us if we have truly become His children through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

				God made a promise to Abraham that he would become"a great nation" in"the land" that God showed him (Gn 12:1-2). These promises were unconditional, even though Abraham and his offspring became unfaithful (Gn 15:1-21). Though God severely disciplined His people and allowed them to lose their land at various points in history, and also allowed many to be killed and others to be scattered to the ends of the earth, God will never forget His promises to Israel as a nation.  (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				Hosea once again acknowledged these promises. In the midst of statements about God's coming discipline and judgments on Israel for being unfaithful, God reiterated that He was a compassionate creator. He was God, not a man (Hos 11:9; see also 1:10–2:1; 2:14–3:5; 5:15–6:3). 

				The third aspect of God's promises to Abraham involves all who are"children" of Abraham."All the peoples on earth" are to be blessed through this man (Gn 12:3)."He is the father of us all" who receive the gift of salvation through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (Rm 4:16).  (See Rm #7:God's Free Gift.)

				Regardless of our human failures, Paul reminded Timothy of God's faithfulness to us as children of Abraham and, more importantly, as children of God:

				This is why I endure all things for the elect: so that they also may obtain salvation, which is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. This saying is trustworthy: For if we have died with Him, we will also live with Him; if we endure, we will also reign with Him; if we deny Him, He will also deny us; if we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself. (2Tm 2:10-13)  (See 2Tm #5:Focusing on Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				If we claim to be Christians and yet live as if we are not, what may be true of our relationship with God?  (See Jms #7:Good Works.)

				

				12ba Ephraim surrounds me with lies,

				the house of Israel, with deceit.

				Judah still wanders with God

				and is faithful to the holy ones.bb

				

	

God's Case against Jacob's Heirs

				12 Ephraim chasesbc the wind

				and pursues the east wind.

				He continually multiplies lies and 
violence.

				He makes a covenant with Assyria,

				and olive oil is carried to Egypt.

				

				2 The Lord also has a dispute with Judah.

				He is about to punish Jacob according 
to his ways;

				He will repay him based on his actions.

				3 In the womb he grasped his brother's heel,

				and as an adult he wrestled with God.

				4 Jacob struggled with the Angel and prevailed;

				he wept and sought His favor.

				He found himbd at Bethel,

				and there He spoke with him. be

				5 •Yahweh is the God of •Hosts;

				Yahweh is His name.

				6 But you must return to your God.

				Maintain love and justice,

				and always put your hope in God.  (For principles that relate to Jacob's experiences alluded to by Hosea: Gn #38: Selfish Attitudes and Actions.)

				

				7 A merchant loves to extort

				with dishonest scales in his hands.

				8 But Ephraim says:

				"How rich I have become;

				I made it all myself.

				

				In all my earnings,

				no one can find any crime in me

				that I can be punished for!"bf

				

	

Judgment on Apostate Israel

				9 I have been Yahweh your God

				ever since bg the land of Egypt.

				I will make you live in tents again,

				as in the festival days.

				10 I spoke through the prophets

				and granted many visions;

				I gave parables through the prophets.

				11 Since Gilead is full of evil,

				they will certainly come to nothing.

				They sacrifice bulls in Gilgal;

				even their altars will be like heaps of rocks

				on the furrows of a field.

				

	

Further Indictment of Jacob's Heirs

				12 Jacob fled to the land of Aram.

				Israel worked to earn a wife;

				he tended flocks for a wife.

				13 The Lord brought Israel from Egypt by a 
prophet,

				and Israel was tended by a prophet.

				

				14 Ephraim has provoked bitter anger,

				so his Lord will leave his bloodguilt on him

				and repay him for his contempt.

				

				13 When Ephraim spoke, there was 
 trembling;

				he was exalted in Israel.

				But he incurred •guilt through •Baal and died.

				

				2 Now they continue to sin

				and make themselves a cast image,

				idols skillfully made from their silver,

				all of them the work of craftsmen.

				People say about them,

				"Let the men who sacrificebh kiss the calves."

				

				3 Therefore, they will be like the morning mist,

				like the early dew that vanishes,

				like chaff blown from a threshing floor,

				or like smoke from a window.

				

	

Death and Resurrection

				4 I have been •Yahweh your God

				ever since bi the land of Egypt;

				you know no God but Me,

				and no Savior exists besides Me.

				5 I knew bj you in the wilderness,

				in the land of drought.

				6 When they had pasture,

				they became satisfied;

				they were satisfied,

				and their hearts became proud.

				Therefore they forgot Me.  (See Dt #12:Prideful Behavior.)

				7 So I will be like a lion to them;

				I will lurk like a leopard on the path.

				8 I will attack them

				like a bear robbed of her cubs

				and tear open the rib cage over their hearts.

				I will devour them there like a lioness,

				like a wild beast that would rip them open.

				9 I will destroy you, Israel;

				you have no help but Me. bk

				

				10 Where now is your king, bl

				that he may save you in all your cities,

				and thebm rulersbn you demanded, saying,

				"Give me a king and leaders"?

				11 I give you a king in My anger

				and take away a king in My wrath.  (See 1Sm #21:A Second Chance.)

				12 Ephraim's guilt is preserved;

				his sin is stored up.

				13 Labor pains come on him.

				He is not a wise son;

				when the time comes,

				he will not be born.bo

				

				14 I will ransom them from the power of •Sheol.

				I will redeembp them from death.

				Death, where are your barbs?

				Sheol, where is your sting?

				Compassion is hidden from My eyes.

				

	

The Coming Judgment

				15 Although he flourishes among his brothers,bq

				an east wind will come,

				a wind from the Lord rising up from the desert.

				His water source will fail,

				and his spring will run dry.

				The wind will plunder the treasury

				of every precious item.

				

				16br Samaria will bear her guilt

				because she has rebelled against her God.

				They will fall by the sword;

				their little ones will be dashed to pieces,

				and their pregnant women ripped open.  (See Am #3:God's Coming Judgment.)

				

	

A Plea to Repent

				14 Israel, return to •Yahweh your God,

				for you have stumbled in your sin.

				2 Take words of repentance with you

				and return to the Lord.

				Say to Him:"Forgive all our sin

				and accept what is good,

				so that we may repay You

				with praise bs from ourbt lips.

				3 Assyria will not save us,

				we will not ride on horses,

				and we will no longer proclaim, 'Our gods! '

				to the work of our hands.

				For the fatherless receives compassion in You."

				

	

A Promise of Restoration

				4 I will heal their apostasy;

				I will freely love them,

				for My anger will have turned from him.

				5 I will be like the dew to Israel;

				he will blossom like the lily

				and take root like the cedars of Lebanon.

				6 His new branches will spread,

				and his splendor will be like the olive tree,

				his fragrance, like the forest of Lebanon.

				7 The people will return and live beneath 
his shade.

				They will grow grain

				and blossom like the vine.

				His renown will be like the wine of Lebanon.

				

				

				8 Ephraim, why should I bu have anything more

				to do with idols?

				It is I who answer and watch over him.

				I am like a flourishing pine tree;

				your fruit comes from Me.

				9 Let whoever is wise understand these things,

				and whoever is insightful recognize them.

				For the ways of the Lord are right,

				and the righteous walk in them,

				but the rebellious stumble in them.

				A Principle to Live By - A Call to Repentance
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				#12 Regardless of who we are, to experience eternal life we must acknowledge our sinfulness and receive God's free gift of salvation. 

				As Hosea concluded his prophetic warnings, he pleaded with Israel to return to the Lord in sincere repentance, seeking forgiveness for all of their sins. Similarly, the greatest lessons we can learn through Hosea are succinctly stated in the book of Romans. No matter who we are, no matter how much we know about God and His will for our lives, and no matter how hard we try, we"all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Rm 3:23). Furthermore,"the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rm 6:23).  (Review Hs #4: God's Forgiveness)

				Paul thoroughly explained this principle. After describing the impact of sin on the whole human race (Rm 1:1–3:8), he concluded,

				What then? Are we any better? Not at all! For we have previously charged that both Jews and Gentiles are all under sin, as it is written: There is no one righteous, not even one. (Rm 3:9-10)  (See Rm #6:Salvation through Faith.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul's statement that we all"fall short of the glory of God" (Rm 3:23) explain why we cannot be saved by good works but only by faith in what Christ has done for us in dying on the cross?
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				Joel

				Author: Joel

				Date of events: unknown (between 835 and 445 b.c.)

				

			

Introduction

				Joel is the second of the Minor Prophets. He apparently began his ministry soon after a devastating plague of locusts had despoiled the fields and stripped the vineyards and orchards bare. Joel takes the opportunity to implore his hearers to repent. Any sudden disaster should serve as a reminder to be ready at any and all times to stand before God in the final judgment.

				Joel teaches us principles of repentance

				

				

				Joel warned his audience that the Day of the Lord was coming, and it was going to be an unequaled, catastrophic day of judgment. But there was also hope. God would respond in mercy to anyone who called on Him. Since God is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow, we know that He will still respond to repentance with tender love. 

				Joel teaches us principles of God's compassion

				

				

				Joel prophesied that God would"pour out [His] Spirit on all humanity." This prophecy began to be fulfilled on the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit enabled the apostles to speak in the languages of all the foreign visitors in Jerusalem. It continues to be fulfilled today in the church, as all true Christians are"baptized by one Spirit into one body." We also look forward to a day in the future when Israel will be vindicated and sanctified. 

				Joel teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in Joel

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-14

							
								
								#1: Preparation for Eternity

							
								
								Parents should use natural disasters as opportunities to teach their children to be ready to meet God at any moment.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:15–2:11

							
								
								#2: The Day of the Lord

							
								
								We should live our lives as if the Day of the Lord could begin at any moment.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								2:12-27

							
								
								#3: God's Love and Compassion

							
								
								We should pray for a peaceful environment in which to communicate the good news of salvation.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:28-32

							
								
								#4: The Holy Spirit

							
								
								When each of us receives the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior, we are to claim the promise that we are all baptized by the Holy Spirit into Christ's spiritual body, the church.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								3:1-21

							
								
								#5: God's Chosen People

							
								
								Both believers and unbelievers should respect God's chosen people, regardless of their spiritual status at this moment in history.

							
								
								5

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Joel

				1 The word of the Lord that came to Joel son of Pethuel:

				

	

A Plague of Locusts

				2 Hear this, you elders;

				listen, all you inhabitants of the land.

				Has anything like this ever happened in your days

				or in the days of your ancestors?

				3 Tell your children about it,

				and let your children tell their children,

				and their children the next generation.

				4 What the devouring locust has left,

				the swarming locust has eaten;

				what the swarming locust has left,

				the young locust has eaten;

				and what the young locust has left,

				the destroying locust has eaten.

				

				5 Wake up, you drunkards, and weep;

				wail, all you wine drinkers,

				because of the sweet wine,

				for it has been taken from your mouth.

				6 For a nation has invaded My land,

				powerful and without number;

				its teeth are the teeth of a lion,

				and it has the fangs of a lioness.

				7 It has devastated My grapevine

				and splintered My fig tree.

				It has stripped off its bark and thrown it away;

				its branches have turned white.

				8 Grieve like a young woman dressed in •sackcloth,

				mourning for the husband of her youth.

				9 •Grain and •drink offerings have been cut off

				from the house of the Lord;

				the priests, who are ministers of the Lord, mourn.

				10 The fields are destroyed;

				the land grieves;

				indeed, the grain is destroyed;

				the new wine is dried up;

				and the olive oil fails.

				11 Be ashamed, you farmers,

				wail, you vinedressers,a

				over the wheat and the barley,

				because the harvest of the field has perished.

				12 The grapevine is dried up,

				and the fig tree is withered;

				the pomegranate, the date palm, and the apple —

				all the trees of the orchard — have withered.

				Indeed, human joy has dried up.

				

				13 Dress in sackcloth and lament, you priests;

				wail, you ministers of the altar.

				Come and spend the night in sackcloth,

				you ministers of my God,

				because grain and drink offerings

				are withheld from the house of your God.

				14 Announce a sacred fast;

				proclaim an assembly!

				Gather the elders

				and all the residents of the land

				at the house of the Lord your God,

				and cry out to the Lord.

				A Principle to Live By - Preparation for Eternity

				[image: Getz0906.png]

				#1 Parents should use natural disasters as opportunities to teach their children to be ready to meet God at any moment.

				We're not sure when Joel prophesied, but it is not necessary to know precise time frames in order to be impacted by God's message through this Old Testament prophet. A great plague of locusts had devastated the land of Israel. Though all natural disasters are certainly not a result of God's specific judgment, this particular plague was a divine warning, and an even greater disaster would come if the children of Israel did not humble themselves before God and repent of their sins.

				Joel charged parents to share with their children and their children's children why this had happened (v. 3). Furthermore, he commanded the spiritual leaders in Israel to gather everyone together in Jerusalem to"cry out to the Lord," confessing their sins and asking God for mercy (v. 14). (See 2Ch #16:Prayer and Faith; 2Ch #17: A Family Experience.)

				Though we do not have Joel's prophetic gift to enable us to identify specific disasters as judgments from God, we do know that God is sovereign and that floods, droughts, volcanic eruptions, fires, hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes, and tsunamis send a message to all of us. They illustrate that sin has impacted our world as well as the entire universe. As Paul wrote to the Romans,"the whole creation has been groaning together with labor pains until now" (Rm 8:22). Through God's power and grace He has established natural laws that keep all of us from pervasive natural disasters that could destroy life on earth. 

				However, whether directly caused by God or allowed to happen within the sphere of natural law, these catastrophes communicate a specific lesson regarding eternal life. Jesus made this clear when adressing terrible disasters that killed one group of people in Galilee and another group in Jerusalem. Regarding both cases, Jesus made the same point:

				Do you think that these Galileans were more sinful than all Galileans because they suffered these things? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as well! Or those 18 that the tower in Siloam fell on and killed—do you think they were more sinful than all the people who live in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as well! (Lk 13:2-5)  (See Lk #30:True Repentance.)

				Jesus' lesson is clear. Every natural disaster resulting in physical death illustrates spiritual death because of our sins. To escape eternal judgment we must repent and receive God's gift of eternal life."All have sinned" (Rm 3:23) and the consequence of that sin is spiritual death, but"the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rm 6:23).  (See Rm #6:Salvation through Faith.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though natural disasters can be horribly devastating, how can we use these crises to help our children balance godly fear with faith in God's eternal protection? (See Mt 10:26-31.)

				

				

	

The Day of the Lord

				15 Woe because of that day!

				For the Day of the Lord is near

				and will come as devastation from the •Almighty.

				16 Hasn't the food been cut off

				before our eyes,

				joy and gladness

				from the house of our God?

				17 The seeds lie shriveled in their casings.b

				The storehouses are in ruin,

				and the granaries are broken down,

				because the grain has withered away.

				18 How the animals groan!

				The herds of cattle wander in confusion

				since they have no pasture.

				Even the flocks of sheep suffer punishment.

				19 I call to You, Lord,

				for fire has consumed

				the pastures of the wilderness,

				and flames have devoured

				all the trees of the countryside.

				20 Even the wild animals cry out toc You,

				for the river beds are dried up,

				and fire has consumed

				the pastures of the wilderness.

				

				2 Blow the horn in •Zion;

				sound the alarm on My holy mountain!

				Let all the residents of the land tremble,

				for the Day of the Lord is coming;

				in fact, it is near —

				2 a day of darkness and gloom,

				a day of clouds and dense overcast,

				like the dawn spreading over the mountains;

				a great and strong people appears,

				such as never existed in ages past

				and never will again

				in all the generations to come.

				3 A fire destroysd in front of them,

				and behind them a flame devours.

				The land in front of them

				is like the Garden of Eden,

				but behind them,

				it is like a desert wasteland;

				there is no escape from them.

				4 Their appearance is like that of horses,

				and they gallop like war horses.

				5 They bound on the tops of the mountains.

				Their sound is like the sound of chariots,

				like the sound of fiery flames consuming stubble,

				like a mighty army deployed for war.

				

				6 Nations writhe in horror before them;

				all faces turn pale.

				7 They attack as warriors attack;

				they scale walls as men of war do.

				Each goes on his own path,

				and they do not change their course.

				8 They do not push each other;

				each man proceeds on his own path.

				They dodge the arrows, never stopping.

				9 They storm the city;

				they run on the wall;

				they climb into the houses;

				they enter through the windows like thieves.

				

				10 The earth quakes before them;

				the sky shakes.

				The sun and moon grow dark,

				and the stars cease their shining.

				11 The Lord raises His voice

				in the presence of His army.

				His camp is very large;

				Those who carry out His command are powerful.

				Indeed, the Day of the Lord is terrible and 
dreadful —

				who can endure it?

				A Principle to Live By - The Day of the Lord

				[image: Getz0907.png]

				#2 We should live our lives as if the Day of the Lord could begin at any moment. 

				Joel used the terrible plague of locusts to remind Israel that a time of judgment was coming that would be even more devastating, indeed unequaled—past, present, and future (2:2). Joel identified this unprecedented period of judgment as the"Day of the Lord" (1:15; 2:1,11). 

				As was true of other Old Testament prophets, this was a very traumatic prophecy for Joel to utter. Thus he wrote,"Woe because of that day!" (1:15a; see also Is 13:6; Ezk 30:2-3). In Joel's mind, this time of judgment could begin at any time (Jl 1:15b). But he also believed that it could be averted if his people turned from their sins with broken hearts—a sign of true repentance (2:12-14). 

				How does Joel's warning regarding the Day of the Lord apply to Christ's followers today? Peter answered this question very specifically in his second Epistle. First, we must be aware that people will deny that the Day of the Lord will come. Thus Peter wrote, 

				First, be aware of this: Scoffers will come in the last days to scoff, living according to their own desires, saying,"Where is the promise of His coming? Ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they have been since the beginning of creation." (2Pt 3:3-4)

				Second, Christ has delayed His return so people can respond to the message of salvation. Peter wrote,

				Dear friends, don't let this one thing escape you: With the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. The Lord does not delay His promise, as some understand delay, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance. (2Pt 3:8-9) 

				Third, we must constantly stay ready for the Day of the Lord by living holy and godly lives:

				But the Day of the Lord will come like a thief; on that day the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, the elements will burn and be dissolved, and the earth and the works on it will be disclosed. Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, it is clear what sort of people you should be in holy conduct and godliness as you wait for and earnestly desire the coming of the day of God. The heavens will be on fire and be dissolved because of it, and the elements will melt with the heat. But based on His promise, we wait for the new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness will dwell. (2Pt 3:10-13)  (See 2Pt #5:Looking for Christ's Return; 2Pt #6: Motivation to Holiness.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it easy to live as if Christ's coming may not happen in our lifetime?

				

				

	

God's Call for Repentance

				12 Even now —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				turn to Me with all your heart,

				with fasting, weeping, and mourning.

				13 Tear your hearts,

				not just your clothes,

				and return to the Lord your God.

				For He is gracious and compassionate,

				slow to anger, rich in faithful love,

				and He relents from sending disaster.

				14 Who knows? He may turn and relent

				and leave a blessing behind Him,

				so you can offer grain and wine

				to the Lord your God.

				

				15 Blow the horn in Zion!

				Announce a sacred fast;

				proclaim an assembly.

				16 Gather the people;

				sanctify the congregation;

				assemble the aged;e

				gather the children,

				even those nursing at the breast.

				Let the groom leave his bedroom,

				and the bride her honeymoon chamber.

				17 Let the priests, the Lord's ministers,

				weep between the portico and the altar.

				Let them say:

				"Have pity on Your people, Lord,

				and do not make Your inheritance a disgrace,

				an object of scorn among the nations.

				Why should it be said among the peoples,

				'Where is their God? '"  (Review Jl #1: Preparation for Eternity.)

				

	

God's Response to His People

				18 Then the Lord became jealous for His land and spared His people. 19 The Lord answered His people:

				

				Look, I am about to send you

				grain, new wine, and olive oil.

				You will be satiated with them,

				and I will no longer make you

				a disgrace among the nations.

				20 I will drive the northerner far from you

				and banish him to a dry and desolate land,

				his front ranks into the Dead Sea,

				and his rear guard into the Mediterranean Sea.

				His stench will rise;

				yes, his rotten smell will rise,

				for he has done catastrophic things.

				

				21 Don't be afraid, land;

				rejoice and be glad,

				for the Lord has done great things.

				22 Don't be afraid, wild animals,

				for the wilderness pastures have turned green,

				the trees bear their fruit,

				and the fig tree and grapevine yield their riches.

				23 Children of Zion, rejoice and be glad

				in the Lord your God,

				because He gives you the autumn rain

				for your vindication.f

				He sends showers for you,

				both autumn and spring rain as before.

				24 The threshing floors will be full of grain,

				and the vats will overflow

				with new wine and olive oil.

				

				25 I will repay you for the years

				that the swarming locust ate,

				the young locust, the destroying locust,

				and the devouring locust —

				My great army that I sent against you.

				26 You will have plenty to eat and be satisfied.

				You will praise the name of •Yahweh your God,

				who has dealt wondrously with you.

				My people will never again be put to shame.

				27 You will know that I am present in Israel

				and that I am Yahweh your God,

				and there is no other.

				My people will never again be put to shame.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Love and Compassion

				[image: Getz0908.png]

				#3 We should pray for a peaceful environment in which to communicate the good news of salvation.

				Joel's prophetic words correlate with God's revelation during the dedication of the Temple. The Lord told Solomon He would forgive the sins of the children of Israel and"heal their land" if they would humbly confess their sins and"turn from their evil ways" (2Ch 7:14). In the same way, Joel reminded Israel that God responds to true repentance because He is"gracious and compassionate" (Jl 2:13).  (See 2Ch #7:A Priority through Prayer.)

				In the New Testament, God has never promised prosperity to a nation in response to prayer and repentance. He does respond to prayer, but for a different purpose. Believers are to pray for government officials so we'll have a peaceful environment in which to worship God and communicate the gospel. Here again we see God's love and compassion—in this case for those who need to repent and receive the gift of salvation.  (See 1Tm #4:Prayer for Government Leaders.)  According to the apostle Peter, this is why Jesus Christ has not yet returned:

				The Lord does not delay His promise, as some understand delay, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance. (2Pt 3:9)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some Christians fail to see God's compassion in providing a peaceful environment as an opportunity to communicate the gospel of Christ?

				

				

	

God's Promise of His Spirit

				28 g After this

				I will pour out My Spirit on all humanity;

				then your sons and your daughters will prophesy,

				your old men will have dreams,

				and your young men will see visions.

				29 I will even pour out My Spirit

				on the male and female slaves in those days.

				30 I will display wonders

				in the heavens and on the earth:

				blood, fire, and columns of smoke.

				

				31 The sun will be turned to darkness

				and the moon to blood

				before the great and awe-inspiring Day of the Lord comes.

				32 Then everyone who calls

				on the name of Yahweh will be saved,

				for there will be an escape

				for those on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem,

				as the Lord promised,

				among the survivors the Lord calls.

				A Principle to Live By - The Holy Spirit

				[image: Getz0909.png]

				#4 When each of us receives the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior, we are to claim the promise that we are all baptized by the Holy Spirit into Christ's spiritual body, the church.

				Like most Old Testament prophets, Joel did not foresee the mystery of Christ's church that centuries later was"revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit"—namely,"The Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, and partners of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel" (Eph 3:5-6). Even following the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ, God-fearing Jews—including the 11 apostles—were still looking for the Messiah to return and to become their king,"restoring the kingdom to Israel" (Ac 1:6). 

				Joel did foresee that the Holy Spirit would be the One who would launch this supernatural movement. It was destined to happen on the day of Pentecost, enabling the apostles"to speak in different languages" (Ac 2:2-4). When some onlookers misread the situation, Peter referred to Joel's prophecy and exclaimed,"these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it's only nine in the morning. On the contrary, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel" (Ac 2:15-21; cp. Jl 2:28-32).

				Not all that Joel prophesied came to pass on the day of Pentecost. The"wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below" are yet future (Ac 2:19). But this will happen"before the great and remarkable Day of the Lord comes" (Ac 2:20), as Jesus had also prophesied (Mt 24:29-31).  (See Mt #52:Israel and the Church.)

				When Peter quoted Joel's prophecy, he did not fully grasp God's timetable nor did he completely understand the mystery of the church. Though he had a lot more knowledge than Joel, it would take several more years, a personal vision (Ac 10:9-33), and his experience with a Gentile named Cornelius before he would comprehend God's redemptive plan for both Jews and Gentiles (Ac 10:34-38). Finally, Peter confessed,"Now I really understand that God doesn't show favoritism, but in every nation the person who fears Him and does righteousness is acceptable to Him" (Ac 10:34-35).  (See Ac #19:The Sin of Prejudice.)

				As the biblical story unfolded still further, the apostle Paul underscored the truth unveiled at Pentecost:

				For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. (1Co 12:13)  (Regarding the new covenant promise to the children of Israel and all believers' participation, See Jr #34: The New Covenant.)

				Reflection and Response

				How should the indwelling Holy Spirit affect our relationships with fellow believers?  (See Gl #10:Life in the Spirit.)

				

				

	

Judgment of the Nations

				3hYes, in those days and at that time,

				when I restore the fortunes of Judah and 
 Jerusalem,

				2 I will gather all the nations

				and take them to the Valley of Jehoshaphat.

				I will enter into judgment with them there

				because of My people, My inheritance Israel.

				The nations have scattered the Israelites

				in foreign countries

				and divided up My land.

				3 They cast lots for My people;

				they bartered a boy for a prostitute

				and sold a girl for wine to drink.

				

				4 And also: Tyre, Sidon, and all the territories of Philistia — what are you to Me? Are you paying Me back or trying to get even with Me? I will quickly bring retribution on your heads. 5 For you took My silver and gold and carried My finest treasures to your temples. 6 You sold the people of Judah and Jerusalem to the Greeks to remove them far from their own territory. 7 Look, I am about to rouse them up from the place where you sold them; I will bring retribution on your heads. 8 I will sell your sons and daughters into the hands of the people of Judah, and they will sell them to the Sabeans, to a distant nation, for the Lord has spoken.

				

				9 Proclaim this among the nations:

				Prepare for holy war;

				rouse the warriors;

				let all the men of war advance and attack!

				10 Beat your plows into swords

				and your pruning knives into spears.

				Let even the weakling say,"I am a warrior."

				11 Come quickly, i all you surrounding nations;

				gather yourselves.

				Bring down Your warriors there, Lord.

				

				12 Let the nations be roused

				and come to the Valley of Jehoshaphat,

				for there I will sit down

				to judge all the surrounding nations.

				13 Swing the sickle

				because the harvest is ripe.

				Come and trample the grapes

				because the winepress is full;

				the wine vats overflow

				because the wickedness of the nations is great.

				

				14 Multitudes, multitudes

				in the valley of decision!

				For the Day of the Lord is near

				in the valley of decision.

				15 The sun and moon will grow dark,

				and the stars will cease their shining.

				16 The Lord will roar from •Zion

				and raise His voice from Jerusalem;

				heaven and earth will shake.

				But the Lord will be a refuge for His people,

				a stronghold for the Israelites.

				

				

	

Israel Blessed

				17 Then you will know

				that I am •Yahweh your God,

				who dwells in Zion, My holy mountain.

				Jerusalem will be holy,

				and foreigners will never overrun it again.

				18 In that day

				the mountains will drip with sweet wine,

				and the hills will flow with milk.

				All the streams of Judah will flow with water,

				and a spring will issue from the Lord's house,

				watering the Valley of Acacias.j

				19 Egypt will become desolate,

				and Edom a desert wasteland,

				because of the violence done to the people of Judah

				in whose land they shed innocent blood.

				20 But Judah will be inhabited forever,

				and Jerusalem from generation to generation.

				21 I will pardon their bloodguilt, k

				which I have not pardoned,

				for the Lord dwells in Zion.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Chosen People

				[image: Getz0910.png]

				#5 Both believers and unbelievers should respect God's chosen people, regardless of their spiritual status at this moment in history. 

				At this point, Joel's prophecy definitely projects ahead to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ when the Savior will rule and reign in Jerusalem as King of kings and Lord of lords. At that time, He will severely judge those Gentiles (the"nations") who have mistreated His chosen people. Jesus also spoke of this event when He said,

				When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. (Mt 25:31-32)  (See 1Th #10:Christ's Return; 2Th #2: Preparation or Speculation.)

				This future event should not surprise us in view of the Abrahamic covenant. Speaking of the 12 tribes of Israel who would descend from Abraham, God said,

				I will bless those who bless you, I will curse those who treat you with contempt, and all the peoples on earth will be blessed through you. (Gn 12:3) 

				Though Joel was describing what will happen when Christ returns to earth, we have seen throughout history God's judgment on those nations that mistreated the Jews. Even those nations whom God used to judge His sinful people were themselves judged because of the malice and glee in their hearts as they inflicted this punishment. Though this seems paradoxical and even unfair to us, we must remember that God is indeed a sovereign and just God.  (See Is #33:God's Sovereignty.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can we support the people of Israel today, even though they may not believe in Jesus Christ as the Messiah and may engage in actions of which we do not approve?
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				Amos

				Author: Amos

				Date of events: 765–760 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				Amos is the third of the twelve Minor Prophets. He was a humble farmer, without any plans or pretentions to be a prophet, but God called him and sent him out with a message for Israel. He experienced persecution because of the message God gave him to deliver, but he remained faithful. 

				Amos teaches us principles of obedience to God's call

				

				

				Amos pointed out that God despised those who participated meaninglessly in festivals, offerings, and worship. God hates empty ritual. Amos also condemned those who loved riches rather than God. There is one God, our Creator and Redeemer, and He should be worshiped with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength.

				Amos teaches us principles of sincere worship

				

				

				Amos warned his audience that, if they continued on the path they were on, God's judgment was imminent. Yet he made them aware that, though their nation was in a downward spiral, individuals who turned to God would experience His grace and compassion. No matter what country we live in today, we can be confident in our assurance that God will not destroy true Christian individuals when He passes judgment on an ungodly nation.

				Amos teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in Amos

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-2

							
								
								#1: Humble Servants

							
								
								We are to live our lives believing that God desires to use each one of us regardless of our status and position in life.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:3–2:16

							
								
								#2: God's Judgment

							
								
								No matter what our spiritual heritage, we will only escape God's ultimate judgment through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								3:1-8

							
								
								#3: God's Coming 
Judgment

							
								
								We should take very seriously God's warnings that judgment will eventually come on all who continue in sin and ignore His plan of salvation.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								3:9-15

							
								
								#4: Accountability to God

							
								
								As God's children, we are to respond to God's grace, realizing that God expects much from the one to whom He has given much.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								4:1-5

							
								
								#5: Cultural 
Deterioration

							
								
								When women begin to regress spiritually and morally, we should expect cultural deterioration to accelerate.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								4:6-13

							
								
								#6: Preparing to Meet God

							
								
								Though God's final judgment on sinful humanity will eventually come, we are to let all people know that the gift of salvation is still available.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								5:1-17

							
								
								#7: Our Salvation 
Experience

							
								
								To inherit eternal life, each one of us must have a personal relationship with God through Jesus Christ.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								5:21-27

							
								
								#8: Religious Hypocrisy

							
								
								We are to worship God with sincere and pure hearts, avoiding meaningless 
rituals.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								6:1-14

							
								
								#9: Material Prosperity

							
								
								We must never conclude that material prosperity and political power are indications that God approves of our lifestyle.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								7:1-17

							
								
								#10: False Accusations

							
								
								We who speak God's truth should not be surprised when we are falsely accused and persecuted, even by some who claim to be spiritual leaders.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								8:1-14

							
								
								#11: God's Divine 
Revelation

							
								
								Though we may feel God is silent, we must remember that He has spoken and continues to speak through the Holy Scriptures.

							
								
								11

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Amos

				1 The words of Amos, who was one of the sheep breedersa from Tekoa — what he saw regarding Israel in the days of Uzziah, king of Judah, and Jeroboam son of Jehoash, king of Israel, two years before the earthquake.

				2 He said:

				

				The Lord roars from •Zion

				and raises His voice from Jerusalem;

				the pastures of the shepherds mourn,b

				and the summit of Carmel withers.

				A Principle to Live By - Humble Servants

				[image: Getz0911.png]

				#1 We are to live our lives believing that God desires to use each one of us regardless of our status and position in life.

				By the world's standards, Amos was a very ordinary man, a shepherd and farmer from a town a few miles south of Jerusalem. He had no lineage or heritage that would give him status among the people of Israel. By his own confession, he"was not a prophet or the son of a prophet; rather," he continued,"I was a herdsman, and I took care of sycamore figs. But the Lord took me from following the flock and said to me, 'Go, prophesy to My people Israel'" (7:14-15). With his agrarian background, he had no formal preparation for ministry. Yet, God used him as one of the first prophets in Israel to record the very words of God. 

				Perhaps Paul was thinking of Amos when he wrote to the Corinthians. Even though he was an educated man with great credentials as a Jew, once he became a believer, he had a different perspective on those God chooses to be His greatest servants:

				Brothers, consider your calling: Not many are wise from a human perspective, not many powerful, not many of noble birth. Instead, God has chosen what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen what is weak in the world to shame the strong. God has chosen what is insignificant and despised in the world—what is viewed as nothing—to bring to nothing what is viewed as something, so that no one can boast in His presence. But it is from Him that you are in Christ Jesus, who became God-given wisdom for us—our righteousness, sanctification, and redemption, in order that, as it is written: The one who boasts must boast in the Lord. (1Co 1:26-31)  (See 1Co #4:God's Wisdom.)

				Paul was not teaching that God honors ignorance. As noted, Paul was a well educated man—so were Moses and David. However, these men realized that all of their educational achievements were secondary compared with knowing God and serving Him. 

				Reflection and Response

				Though Paul had a prestigious education, why was God able to use him as the great apostle to the Gentiles? (See Php 3:4-7.)  (See Jms #10: Humility versus Pride.)

				

				

	

Judgment on Israel's Neighbors

				3 The Lord says:

				

				I will not relent from punishing Damascus

				for three crimes, even four,

				because they threshed Gilead with iron sledges.

				4 Therefore, I will send fire against Hazael's palace,

				and it will consume Ben-hadad's citadels.

				5 I will break down the gatesc of Damascus.

				I will cut off the ruler from the Valley of Aven,

				and the one who wields the scepter from 
Beth-eden.

				The people of Aram will be exiled to Kir.

				The Lord has spoken.

				

				6 The Lord says:

				

				I will not relent from punishing Gaza

				for three crimes, even four,

				because they exiled a whole community,

				handing them over to Edom.

				7 Therefore, I will send fire against the walls of Gaza,

				and it will consume its citadels.

				8 I will cut off the ruler from Ashdod,

				and the one who wields the scepter from 
Ashkelon.

				I will also turn My hand against Ekron,

				and the remainder of the Philistines will perish.

				The Lord God has spoken.

				

				9 The Lord says:

				

				I will not relent from punishing Tyre

				for three crimes, even four,

				because they handed over

				a whole community of exiles to Edom

				and broked a treaty of brotherhood.

				10 Therefore, I will send fire against the walls of Tyre,

				and it will consume its citadels.

				

				11 The Lord says:

				

				I will not relent from punishing Edom

				for three crimes, even four,

				because he pursued his brother with the sword.

				He stifled his compassion,

				his anger tore at them continually,

				and he harbored his rage incessantly.

				12 Therefore, I will send fire against Teman,

				and it will consume the citadels of Bozrah.

				

				13 The Lord says:

				

				I will not relent from punishing the Ammonites

				for three crimes, even four,

				because they ripped open

				the pregnant women of Gilead

				in order to enlarge their territory.

				14 Therefore, I will set fire to the walls 
of Rabbah,

				and it will consume its citadels.

				There will be shouting on the day of battle

				and a violent wind on the day of the storm.

				15 Their king and his princes

				will go into exile together.

				The Lord has spoken.

				

				2 The Lord says:

				

				I will not relent from punishing Moab

				for three crimes, even four,

				because he burned the bones

				of the king of Edom to lime.

				2 Therefore, I will send fire against Moab,

				and it will consume the citadels of Kerioth.

				Moab will die with a tumult,

				with shouting and the sound of the ram's horn.

				

				3 I will cut off the judge from the land

				and kill all its officials with him.

				The Lord has spoken.

				

	

Judgment on Judah

				4 The Lord says:

				

				I will not relent from punishing Judah

				for three crimes, even four,

				because they have rejected the instruction of the Lord

				and have not kept His statutes.

				The lies that their ancestors followed

				have led them astray.

				5 Therefore, I will send fire against Judah,

				and it will consume the citadels of Jerusalem.

				

	

Judgment on Israel

				6 The Lord says:

				

				I will not relent from punishing Israel

				for three crimes, even four,

				because they sell a righteous person for silver

				and a needy person for a pair of sandals.

				7 They trample the heads of the poor

				on the dust of the ground

				and block the path of the needy.

				A man and his father have sexual relations

				with the same girl,

				profaning My holy name.

				8 They stretch out beside every altar

				on garments taken as collateral,

				and in the house of their God,

				they drink wine obtained through fines.

				

				9 Yet I destroyed the Amorite as Israel advanced;

				his height was like the cedars,

				and he was as sturdy as the oaks;

				I destroyed his fruit above and his roots beneath.

				10 And I brought you from the land of Egypt

				and led you 40 years in the wilderness

				in order to possess the land of the Amorite.

				11 I raised up some of your sons as prophets

				and some of your young men as Nazirites.

				Is this not the case, Israelites?

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				12 But you made the Nazirites drink wine

				and commanded the prophets,

				"Do not prophesy."

				

				13 Look, I am about to crushe you in your place

				as a wagon full of sheaves crushes grain.

				14 Escape will fail the swift,

				the strong one will not prevail by his strength,

				and the brave will not save his life.

				15 The archer will not stand his ground,

				the one who is swift of foot

				will not save himself,

				and the one riding a horse will not save 
his life.

				16 Even the most courageous of the warriors

				will flee naked on that day —

				this is the Lord's declaration.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Judgment

				[image: Getz0912.png]

				#2 No matter what our spiritual heritage, we will only escape God's ultimate judgment through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

				God first pronounced judgment on the six pagan nations that surrounded the children of Israel. These people sinned repeatedly against God, which may be what Amos meant by"three crimes, even four" (2:1). However, God also inspired Amos to record the same language to describe God's judgments against both Judah and Israel (2:4,6). Regardless of their privilege as people to whom God chose to reveal His laws and commandments, they were just as guilty as those who did not have this blessing. In fact, because of God's covenant relationship with Israel, He held them to a higher standard of accountability (2:4).

				Note the correlation with what Paul wrote in the opening chapters of Romans. First, he described the horrible sins committed in the Gentile world (Rm 1:18-32). Paul then spoke directly to the Jews, who had received God's laws at Mount Sinai and yet had violated these laws again and again. They too were under God's judgment. They may have been circumcised externally as a sign that they were children of the Abrahamic covenant, but if they were not circumcised in their hearts, they were not true children of God (Rm 2:28-29). Paul concluded with these crucial words:"For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God," whether Gentiles or Jews (Rm 3:23). Furthermore,"the wages of sin is death" (Rm 6:23), but the good news is that we can be saved when we, by faith, receive God's gift of eternal life (Rm 5:1).  (See Rm #3 through #8)

				Reflection and Response

				How were people saved before Christ came and paid the penalty for our sins by dying on the cross? (See Rm 4:3-4,23-24.)  (See Gn #22:Justified by Faith.)

				

				

	

God's Reasons for Punishing Israel

				3 Listen to this message that the Lord has spoken against you, Israelites, against the entire clan that I brought from the land of Egypt:

				

				2 I have known only you

				out of all the clans of the earth;

				therefore, I will punish you for all your 
iniquities.

				3 Can two walk together

				without agreeing to meet? f

				4 Does a lion roar in the forest

				when it has no prey?

				Does a young lion growl from its lair

				unless it has captured something?

				5 Does a bird land in a trap on the ground

				if there is no bait for it?

				Does a trap spring from the ground

				when it has caught nothing?

				6 If a ram's horn is blown in a city,

				aren't people afraid?

				If a disaster occurs in a city,

				hasn't the Lord done it?

				7 Indeed, the Lord God does nothing

				without revealing His counsel

				to His servants the prophets.

				8 A lion has roared;

				who will not fear?

				The Lord God has spoken;

				who will not prophesy?

				

				A Principle to Live By - God's Coming Judgment

				[image: Getz0913.png]

				#3 We should take very seriously God's warnings that judgment will eventually come on all who continue in sin and ignore His plan of salvation.

				God will ultimately judge sin, but not without warnings through His prophets. Centuries after Amos prophesied, the author of Hebrews expanded on his message (vv. 7-8):

				Long ago God spoke to the fathers by the prophets at different times and in different ways. In 
these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. God has appointed Him heir of all things and made the universe through Him. (Heb 1:1-2)  (See Heb #1:The Person of Christ.)

				God's greatest revelation of truth came through the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. However, God's warnings of coming judgment not only came from the lips of the"Word" who"became flesh" (Jn 1:14), but through those apostles, prophets, and teachers whom the Holy Spirit inspired to write the remarkable documents that make up the New Testament. There are many warnings regarding the judgment to come when Christ returns, and perhaps Paul captured the essence of God's message for both believers and non-believers when he wrote his first letter to the Thessalonians:

				About the times and the seasons: Brothers, you do not need anything to be written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the Day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. When they say,"Peace and security," then sudden destruction comes on them, like labor pains come on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you, brothers, are not in the dark, for this day to overtake you like a thief. For you are all sons of light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or the darkness. So then, we must not sleep, like the rest, but we must stay awake and be serious. For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, we must be serious and put the armor of faith and love on our chests, and put on a helmet of the hope of salvation. (1Th 5:1-8)  (See 1Th #10:Christ's Return.)

				Reflection and Response

				How should this principle regarding Christ's second coming impact how we live as Christians, not only in terms of living holy lives, but in terms of our being a witness in the world?  (See 2Pt #6:Motivation to Holiness.)

				

				9 Proclaim on the citadels in Ashdod

				and on the citadels in the land of Egypt:

				Assemble on the mountains of Samaria

				and see the great turmoil in the city

				and the acts of oppression within it.

				10 The people are incapable of doing right —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				those who store up violence and destruction

				in their citadels.

				

				11 Therefore, the Lord God says:

				

				An enemy will surround the land;

				he will destroy your strongholds

				and plunder your citadels.

				

				12 The Lord says:

				

				As the shepherd snatches two legs

				or a piece of an ear

				from the lion's mouth,

				so the Israelites who live in Samaria

				will be rescued

				with only the corner of a bed

				or theg cushionh of a couch. i

				

				13 Listen and testify against the house of Jacob —

				this is the declaration of the Lord God,

				the God of •Hosts.

				14 I will punish the altars of Bethel

				on the day I punish Israel for its crimes;

				the horns of the altar will be cut off

				and fall to the ground.

				15 I will demolish the winter house

				and the summer house;

				the houses inlaid with ivory will be destroyed,

				and the great houses will come to an end.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				A Principle to Live By - Accountability to God
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				#4 As God's children, we are to respond to God's grace, realizing that God expects much from the one to whom He has given much.

				When the kingdom was divided, Jeroboam I had set up a golden calf in Bethel to keep people from going to Jerusalem to worship (1Kg 12:28-33). Later, Jeroboam II, who reigned over Israel during Amos's time, built his royal sanctuary in Bethel and led Israel further into idolatry. Amos announced that God was going to severely judge all those who forsook Him. 

				God had already reminded Israel that"out of all the clans of the earth," He had"known only" them (Am 3:2); that is, God had given Israel special privileges not given to any other nation. For this reason, He was going to discipline them sternly for ignoring His love and grace and engaging in horrible idolatry.  (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				When Jesus Christ came, He chose all true believers to be members of His body, the church. Like the children of Israel, we are special in God's sight, and because of this divine election, He desires our loyalty and our commitment to walk worthy of our great calling (Eph 1:3-4; 4:1).  (See Eph #2:Our Position in Christ.)

				Jesus underscored this same principle with a dynamic parable of the servant whom the master put in charge of his whole household (Lk 12:42-47). Jesus used this story to illustrate that when He returns, He will reward all faithful servants. Then He stated, 

				Much will be required of everyone who has been given much. And even more will be expected of the one who has been entrusted with more. (Lk 12:48b)  (See Lk #28:Faithful Leadership.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to understand the difference between the gift of eternal life and the rewards we will receive for being faithful servants?  (See 1Co #8:The True Foundation.)

				

				

	

Social and Spiritual Corruption

				4 Listen to this message, you cows of Bashan

				who are on the hill of Samaria,

				women who oppress the poor

				and crush the needy,

				who say to their husbands,

				"Bring us something to drink."

				

				2 The Lord God has sworn by His holiness:

				

				Look, the days are comingj

				when you will be taken away with hooks,

				every last one of you with fishhooks.

				3 You will go through breaches in the wall,

				each woman straight ahead,

				and you will be driven along toward Harmon.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				4 Come to Bethel and rebel;

				rebel even more at Gilgal!

				Bring your sacrifices every morning,

				your tenths every three days.

				5 Offer leavened bread as a thank offering,

				and loudly proclaim your freewill offerings,

				for that is what you Israelites love to do!

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Cultural Deterioration
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				#5 When women begin to regress spiritually and morally, we should expect cultural deterioration to accelerate.

				Ever since sin entered the world, men generally have led the way in violating God's moral and spiritual laws. Conversely, even though women have the same sin nature, they have often served as a deterrent to moral and spiritual decay. But when women become strong advocates for immorality, even leading the way, we can be sure that a society will reach new extremes in violating biblical values. 

				National and personal sins got even worse whenever evil women occupied positions of power in Israel. This certainly happened when Jezebel emerged as a wicked queen. Her negative influence on King Ahab and all Israel is well known even among those who know little of biblical history.  (See 1Kg #22:Sinful Regression.)

				The apostle Paul addressed progressive moral and spiritual deterioration in his letter to the Romans. The decay begins with heterosexual sins (Rm 1:24-25), moves to homosexual sins (Rm 1:26-27), and eventually degenerates to"all unrighteousness" (Rm 1:28-32). Significantly, Paul stressed that"even their females exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones" (Rm 1:26). This clearly implies that when women become a strong motivational force in moral deterioration, any given society is reaching a deeper level of depravity.  (See Rm #3:Sin's Devastating Results.)

				Reflection and Response

				What specific steps can spiritual leaders take to counter moral and spiritual deterioration among all men and women who claim to be followers of Jesus Christ?

				

				

	

God's Discipline and Israel's Apostasy

				6 I gave you absolutely nothing to 
eatk

				in all your cities,

				a shortage of food in all your communities,

				yet you did not return to Me.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				7 I also withheld the rain from you

				while there were still three months until 
harvest.

				I sent rain on one city

				but no rain on another.

				One field received rain

				while a field with no rain withered.

				8 Two or three cities staggered

				to another city to drink water

				but were not satisfied,

				yet you did not return to Me.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				9 I struck you with blight and mildew;

				the locust devoured

				your many gardens and vineyards,

				your fig trees and olive trees,

				yet you did not return to Me.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				10 I sent plagues like those of Egypt;

				I killed your young men with the sword,

				along with your captured horses.

				I caused the stench of your camp

				to fill your nostrils,

				yet you did not return to Me.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				11 I overthrew some of you

				as Il overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah,

				and you were like a burning stick

				snatched from a fire,

				yet you did not return to Me —

				this is the Lord's declaration.

				

				12 Therefore, Israel, that is what I will do 
to you,

				and since I will do that to you,

				Israel, prepare to meet your God! 

				13 He is here:

				the One who forms the mountains,

				creates the wind,

				and reveals Hism thoughts to man,

				the One who makes the dawn out of 
darkness

				and strides on the heights of the earth.

				•Yahweh, the God of •Hosts, is His name.

				A Principle to Live By - Preparing to Meet God
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				#6 Though God's final judgment on sinful humanity will eventually come, we are to let all people know that the gift of salvation is still available.

				In the Lord's second message to Amos, God focused His judgment to come on the rich and arrogant women in Israel who"oppress the poor and crush the needy" (v. 1). Again and again, they and all Israel ignored God's warnings and refused to repent (vv. 6-11). Consequently, Amos issued what appears to be a final warning:"prepare to meet your God!" (v. 12). Judgment was coming. This prophecy was fulfilled when both Israel and Judah were taken into captivity. 

				There's a dynamic lesson here for all people who are rejecting God's message of love and grace. Thankfully, the final day of judgment has not come for unbelievers today. All who have turned from God can still decide to turn from their sin and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Note Paul's encouraging words:

				Now the Scripture says, Everyone who believes on Him will not be put to shame, for there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, since the same Lord of all is rich to all who call on Him. For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. (Rm 10:11-13)  (See 2Ch #36:God's Compassion; 2Pt #5: Looking for Christ's Return.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways should God's compassion be an encouragement to all people?

				

				

	

Lamentation for Israel

				5 Listen to this message that I am singing for you, a lament, house of Israel:

				

				

				2 She has fallen;

				Virgin Israel will never rise again.

				She lies abandoned on her land,

				with no one to raise her up.

				

				3 For the Lord God says:

				

				The city that marches out a thousand strong

				will have only a hundred left,

				and the one that marches out a hundred strong

				will have only ten left in the house of Israel.

				

	

Seek God and Live

				4 For the Lord says to the house of Israel:

				

				Seek Me and live! 

				5 Do not seek Bethel

				or go to Gilgal

				or journey to Beer-sheba,

				for Gilgal will certainly go into exile,

				and Bethel will come to nothing.

				6 Seek •Yahweh  and live,

				or He will spread like fire

				throughout the house of Joseph;

				it will consume everything,

				with no one at Bethel to extinguish it.

				7 Those who turn justice into •wormwood

				throw righteousness to the ground.

				

				8 The One who made the Pleiades and Orion,

				who turns darknessn into dawn

				and darkens day into night,

				who summons the waters of the sea

				and pours them out over the face of the earth —

				Yahweh is His name.

				9 He brings destructiono on the strong,p

				and it falls on the stronghold.

				

				10 They hate the one who convicts the •guilty

				at the city •gate

				and despise the one who speaks with integrity.

				11 Therefore, because you trample on the poor

				and exact a grain tax from him,

				you will never live in the houses of cut stone

				you have built;

				you will never drink the wine

				from the lush vineyards

				you have planted.

				12 For I know your crimes are many

				and your sins innumerable.

				They oppress the righteous, take a bribe,

				and deprive the poor of justice at the gates.

				13 Therefore, the wise person will keep silentq

				at such a time,

				for the days are evil.

				

				14 Seek good and not evil

				so that you may live,

				and the Lord, the God of •Hosts,

				will be with you,

				as you have claimed.

				15 Hate evil and love good;

				establish justice in the gate.

				Perhaps the Lord, the God of Hosts, will be 
gracious

				to the remnant of Joseph.

				

				16 Therefore Yahweh, the God of Hosts, the Lord, says:

				

				There will be wailing in all the public squares;

				they will cry out in anguishr in all the streets.

				The farmer will be called on to mourn,

				and professional mournerss to wail.

				17 There will be wailing in all the vineyards,

				for I will pass among you.

				The Lord has spoken.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Salvation Experience
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				#7 To inherit eternal life, each one of us must have a personal relationship with God through Jesus Christ.

				Though Amos prophesied that Israel as a nation would be judged for their refusal to repent, he held out hope for individuals who would"seek Yahweh and live" (v. 6). This has been God's plan from the beginning of time. It was Abraham's personal faith that justified him before God (Gn 15:6; Rm 4:3). The same was true for those in Amos' day who would believe in God and turn from their evil ways (Am 5:14)—although the nation was going to be judged, individual Israelites could choose to follow God. This is illustrated by Moses' parents. Though Israel as a nation had followed the gods of Egypt, Amram and Jochebed chose to put their faith in the Lord (Heb 11:23). They had experienced"circumcision . . . of the heart" (Rm 2:29).  (See Ex #4:Proactive Parenting.)

				In the New Testament, this was the message Paul and Silas proclaimed to the Philippian jailer when he asked,"Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" (Ac 16:30). They responded,"Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household" (Ac 16:31). Paul and Silas then"spoke the message of the Lord to him along with everyone in his house" (Ac 16:32). 

				It seems clear from this text as well as the total biblical story that the entire family was baptized because every individual in that family responded to the gospel. The Philippian jailer"had believed God with his entire household" (Ac 16:34).

				Reflection and Response

				What often happens in people's lives when we fail to emphasize that salvation involves a personal relationship with God?

				

				

	

The Day of the Lord

				18 Woe to you who long for the Day of the Lord!

				What will the Day of the Lord be for you?

				It will be darkness and not light.

				19 It will be like a man who flees from a lion

				only to have a bear confront him.

				He goes home and rests his hand against the wall

				only to have a snake bite him.

				20 Won't the Day of the Lord

				be darkness rather than light,

				even gloom without any brightness in it?  (See Jl #2:The Day of the Lord.)

				21 I hate, I despise your feasts!

				I can't stand the stench

				of your solemn assemblies.

				22 Even if you offer Me

				your •burnt offerings and •grain offerings,

				I will not accept them;

				I will have no regard

				for your •fellowship offerings of fattened cattle.

				23 Take away from Me the noise of your songs!

				I will not listen to the music of your harps.

				24 But let justice flow like water,

				and righteousness, like an unfailing stream.

				

				25 "House of Israel, was it sacrifices and grain offerings that you presented to Me during the 40 years in the wilderness? 26 But you have taken upt Sakkuth u your king v and Kaiwan your star god, images you have made for yourselves. 27 So I will send you into exile beyond Damascus." Yahweh, the God of Hosts, is His name. He has spoken.

				A Principle to Live By - Religious Hypocrisy
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				#8 We are to worship God with sincere and pure hearts, avoiding meaningless rituals.

				When the children of Israel turned away from God, they did not abandon the practices instituted at Mount Sinai. However, their burnt offerings, grain offerings, and fellowship offerings and other rituals became sacrilegious and meaningless. They were using these God-ordained symbols to worship false gods. This is syncretism—incorporating idolatrous activities into biblical worship.  (See Jdg #19:Religious Syncretism.)

				In the first century, the religious leaders in Jerusalem were still guilty of hypocrisy, even though they rejected worshiping idols. They observed religious rituals but did not give their hearts to God. Note what Jesus said:

				As He was speaking, a Pharisee asked Him to dine with him. So He went in and reclined at the table. When the Pharisee saw this, he was amazed that He did not first perform the ritual washing before dinner. But the Lord said to him:"Now you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and evil." (Lk 11:37-39)  (See Lk #25:Hypocritical Behavior.)

				Paul also warned against this kind of activity among so-called Christians:

				But know this: Difficult times will come in the last days. For people will be . . . lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding to the form of godliness but denying its power. Avoid these people! (2Tm 3:1-2a,4b-5)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we avoid allowing our personal and corporate worship to become purely ritualistic—form without meaning?

				

				

	

Woe to the Complacent

				6 Woe to those who are at ease in •Zion

				and to those who feel secure on the hill
 of Samaria —

				the notable people in this first of the nations,

				those the house of Israel comes to.

				2 Cross over to Calneh and see;

				go from there to great Hamath;

				then go down to Gath of the Philistines.

				Are you better than these kingdoms?

				Is their territory larger than yours?

				3 You dismiss any thought of the evil day

				and bring in a reign of violence.  (Review Am #3: God's Coming Judgment.)

				

				4 They lie on beds inlaid with ivory,

				sprawled out on their couches,

				and dine on lambs from the flock

				and calves from the stall.

				5 They improvise songsw to the sound of the harp

				and inventx their own musical instruments like David.

				6 They drink wine by the bowlful

				and anoint themselves with the finest oils

				but do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph.

				7 Therefore, they will now go into exile

				as the first of the captives,

				and the feasting of those who sprawl out

				will come to an end.

				

	

Israel's Pride Judged

				8 The Lord God has sworn by Himself — this is the declaration of •Yahweh, the God of •Hosts:

				

				I loathe Jacob's pride

				and hate his citadels,

				so I will hand over the city and everything in it.

				

				9 And if there are 10 men left in one house, they will die. 10 A close relativey and burner will remove his corpsez from the house. He will call to someone in the inner recesses of the house,"Any more with you?"

				That person will reply,"None."

				Then he will say,"Silence, because Yahweh's name must not be invoked."

				11 For the Lord commands:

				

				The large house will be smashed to pieces,

				and the small house to rubble.

				

				12 Do horses gallop on the cliffs;

				does anyone plow there with oxen? aa

				Yet you have turned justice into poison

				and the fruit of righteousness into •wormwood —

				13 you who rejoice over Lo-debar

				and say,"Didn't we capture Karnaim

				for ourselves by our own strength?"

				14 But look, I am raising up a nation

				against you, house of Israel —

				this is the declaration of the Lord,

				the God of Hosts —

				and they will oppress you

				from the entrance of Hamathab

				to the Brook of the •Arabah.

				A Principle to Live By - Material Prosperity
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				#9 We must never conclude that material prosperity and political power are indications that God approves of our lifestyle.

				During the time Amos prophesied, the children of Israel were experiencing economic prosperity and military success. The leaders particularly paraded their wealth and position. They built large houses, gorged themselves on the best meat, and drank bowlfuls of the best wine. They concluded that they were successful, powerful, and secure from the attacks of their enemies. They evidently believed that God approved of the way they were living and was blessing them accordingly.

				They were woefully wrong. God loathed their arrogance and pronounced judgment through Amos. The Lord was raising up the Assyrians and Babylonians to carry Israel and Judah into captivity.  (See Hs #9:False Assumptions.)

				There is a lesson here for all people—nationally and personally, believers and unbelievers. Material prosperity and success and power are not conclusive evidence of God's approval of the way we live. Actually,"He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous" (Mt 5:45). 

				James addressed this issue and how to handle material blessings. Addressing both true believers and those who only professed to be Christ's followers, he became very direct:

				Come now, you who say,"Today or tomorrow we will travel to such and such a city and spend a year there and do business and make a profit." You don't even know what tomorrow will bring—what your life will be! For you are like smoke that appears for a little while, then vanishes. Instead, you should say,"If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that." But as it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. So it is a sin for the person who knows to do what is good and doesn't do it. Come now, you rich people! Weep and wail over the miseries that are coming on you. . . . You have lived luxuriously on the land and have indulged yourselves. You have fattened your hearts for the day of slaughter. (Jms 4:13–5:1,5)  (See Jms #11:Money and Humility.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can the teaching that it's always God's will to provide His children with good health and material prosperity lead to inconsistencies in our lives?  (See 3Jn #1:Wealth and Health.)

				

				

	

First Vision: Locusts

				7 The Lord God showed me this: He was forming a swarm of locusts at the time the spring crop first began to sprout — after the cutting of the king's hay. 2 When the locusts finished eating the vegetation of the land, I said,"Lord God, please forgive! How will Jacob survive since he is so small?"

				3 The Lord relented concerning this."It will not happen," He said.

				

	

Second Vision: Fire

				4 The Lord God showed me this: The Lord God was calling for a judgment by fire. It consumed the great deep and devoured the land. 5 Then I said,"Lord God, please stop! How will Jacob survive since he is so small?"

				6 The Lord relented concerning this."This will not happen either," said the Lord God.

				

	

Third Vision: A Plumb Line

				7 He showed me this: The Lord was standing there by a vertical wall with a plumb line in His hand. 8 The Lord asked me,"What do you see, Amos?"

				I replied,"A plumb line."

				Then the Lord said,"I am setting a plumb line among My people Israel; I will no longer spare them:

				

				9 Isaac's •high places will be deserted,

				and Israel's sanctuaries will be in ruins;

				I will rise up against the house of Jeroboam

				with a sword."

				

	

Amaziah's Opposition

				10 Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent word to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying,"Amos has conspired against you right here in the house of Israel. The land cannot endure all his words, 11 for Amos has said this: 'Jeroboam will die by the sword, and Israel will certainly go into exile from its homeland.'"

				12 Then Amaziah said to Amos,"Go away, you seer! Flee to the land of Judah. Earn your livingac and give your prophecies there, 13 but don't ever prophesy at Bethel again, for it is the king's sanctuary and a royal temple."

				14 So Amos answered Amaziah,"I wasad not a prophet or the son of a prophet; rather, I wasae a herdsman, and I took care of sycamore figs. 15 But the Lord took me from following the flock and said to me, 'Go, prophesy to My people Israel.'"

				16 Now hear the word of the Lord. You say:

				

				Do not prophesy against Israel;

				do not preach against the house of Isaac.

				

				17 Therefore, this is what the Lord says:

				

				Your wife will be a prostitute in the city,

				your sons and daughters will fall by the sword,

				and your land will be divided up

				with a measuring line.

				You yourself will die on paganaf soil,

				and Israel will certainly go into exile

				from its homeland.

				A Principle to Live By - False Accusations

				[image: Getz0920.png]

				#10 We who speak God's truth should not be surprised when we are falsely accused and persecuted, even by some who claim to be spiritual leaders.

				Amos was falsely accused by Amaziah, probably the high priest in Israel. What must have made this particularly difficult for Amos is that he had seen visions of God's coming judgment, first through a plague of locusts and second through a scorching fire. In both cases, Amos pleaded for his fellow Israelites and God changed His mind (vv. 1-6). However, when the Israelites still failed to respond to His grace, God made it clear to Amos that His mind was made up! Judgment was coming (vv. 7-9). 

				This was the message Amos brought to Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, who then accused him of being a false prophet and engaging in this activity for personal profit. Furthermore, Amaziah gave a distorted report to King Jeroboam (vv. 10-13). 

				This was a painful experience for Amos, who was simply obeying God. However, this kind of rejection was not uncommon for prophets in the Old or New Testament. For example, when the apostles were preaching the gospel and even performing miracles to verify that their message was from God, the high priest, filled with jealousy, charged them with teaching heresy. The apostle's response echoes that of Amos:"We must obey God rather than men" (Ac 5:29).  (See Ac #10:Our Dual Citizenship.)

				Though most of us will never experience what biblical prophets faced, the Scriptures teach that"all those who want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will" at some point in time"be persecuted" (2Tm 3:12). We must not be surprised or discouraged.

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways will persecution from the enemies of the gospel intensify in days to come in our own culture?  (See 2Tm #4:Suffering for Christ.)

				

				

	

Fourth Vision: A Basket of Summer Fruit

				8 The Lord God showed me this: A basket of summer fruit. 2 He asked me,"What do you see, Amos?"

				I replied,"A basket of summer fruit."

				The Lord said to me,"The end has come for My people Israel; I will no longer spare them. 3 In that day the templeag songs will become wailing" — this is the Lord God's declaration."Many dead bodies, thrown everywhere! Silence!"

				

				4 Hear this, you who trample on the needy

				and do away with the poor of the land,

				5 asking,"When will the New Moon be over

				so we may sell grain,

				and the Sabbath,

				so we may market wheat?

				We can reduce the measure

				while increasing the priceah

				and cheat with dishonest scales.

				6 We can buy the poor with silver

				and the needy for a pair of sandals

				and even sell the chaff!"

				

				7 The Lord has sworn by the Pride of Jacob:

				

				I will never forget all their deeds.

				8 Because of this, won't the land quake

				and all who dwell in it mourn?

				All of it will rise like the Nile;

				it will surge and then subside

				like the Nile in Egypt.

				

				9 And in that day —

				this is the declaration of the Lord God —

				I will make the sun go down at noon;

				I will darken the land in the daytime.

				10 I will turn your feasts into mourning

				and all your songs into lamentation;

				I will cause everyoneai to wear •sackcloth

				and every head to be shaved.

				I will make that grief

				like mourning for an only son

				and its outcome like a bitter day.

				

				11 Hear this! The days are coming —

				this is the declaration of the Lord God —

				when I will send a famine through the land:

				not a famine of bread or a thirst for water,

				but of hearing the words of the Lord.

				12 People will stagger from sea to sea

				and roam from north to east,

				seeking the word of the Lord,

				but they will not find it.

				13 In that day the beautiful young women,

				the young men also, will faint from thirst.

				14 Those who swear by the •guilt of Samaria

				and say,"As your god lives, Dan,"

				or"As the way aj, ak of Beer-sheba lives" —

				they will fall, never to rise again.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Divine Revelation

				[image: Getz0921.png]

				#11 Though we may feel God is silent, we must remember that He has spoken and continues to speak through the Holy Scriptures.

				There came a time in Israel's history when God no longer spoke to His people through the prophets. Again and again they had rejected His message (2:11-12). And when Amaziah the priest refused to listen to the word of the Lord, God stated that a time would come when He would no longer communicate directly with His chosen people (8:11).

				Today the greatest gift God has given the whole world—both Jews and Gentiles—is His Word that He has recorded in the Holy Scriptures. The author of Hebrews has pointed out that God continues to speak to us today through His written Word in a very powerful and profound way:

				For the word of God is living and effective and sharper than any double-edged sword, penetrating as far as the separation of soul and spirit, joints and marrow. It is able to judge the ideas and thoughts of the heart. (Heb 4:12; see also 1Pt 1:23.)  (See Heb #7:The Word of God.)

				The primary reason people do not hear God today is that they refuse to read or hear the written Word of God. God has spoken and He is not silent.

				Reflection and Response

				Since there are many people who have not heard God's Word through the Bible, what is our responsibility as Christians?

				

				

	

Fifth Vision: The Lord beside the Altar

				9 I saw the Lord standing beside the altar, and He said:

				

				Strike the capitals of the pillars

				so that the thresholds shake;

				knock them down on the heads of all the people.

				Then I will kill the rest of them with the sword.

				None of those who flee will get away;

				none of the fugitives will escape.

				2 If they dig down to •Sheol,

				from there My hand will take them;

				if they climb up to heaven,

				from there I will bring them down.

				3 If they hide themselves

				on the top of Carmel,

				from there I will track them down

				and seize them;

				if they conceal themselves

				from My sight on the sea floor,

				from there I will command

				the sea serpent to bite them.

				4 And if they are driven

				by their enemies into captivity,

				from there I will command

				the sword to kill them.

				I will fix My eyes on them

				for harm and not for good.

				

				5 The Lord, the God of •Hosts —

				He touches the earth;

				it melts, and all who dwell in it mourn;

				all of it rises like the Nile

				and subsides like the Nile of Egypt.

				6 He builds His upper chambers

				in the heavens

				and lays the foundation of His vault

				on the earth.

				He summons the waters of the sea

				and pours them out on the face of the earth.

				•Yahweh is His name.

				

				

	

Announcement of Judgment

				7 Israelites, are you not like the •Cushites to Me?

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				Didn't I bring Israel from the land of Egypt,

				the Philistines from Caphtor,

				and the Arameans from Kir?

				8 Look, the eyes of the Lord God

				are on the sinful kingdom,

				and I will destroy it

				from the face of the earth.

				However, I will not totally destroy

				the house of Jacob —

				this is the Lord's declaration — 
(Regarding God's future plans for Israel, See Is #3: The Messiah's Reign.)

				9 for I am about to give the command,

				and I will shake the house of Israel

				among all the nations,

				as one shakes a sieve,

				but not a pebble will fall to the ground.

				10 All the sinners among My people

				who say:"Disaster will never overtakeal

				or confront us,"

				will die by the sword.

				

	

Announcement of Restoration

				11 In that day

				I will restore the fallen booth of David:

				I will repair its gaps,

				restore its ruins,

				and rebuild it as in the days of old,

				12 so that they may possess

				the remnant of Edom

				and all the nations

				that are called by My name am —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				

				He will do this.

				

				13 Hear this! The days are coming —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				when the plowman will overtake the reaper

				and the one who treads grapes,

				the sower of seed.

				The mountains will drip with sweet wine,

				and all the hills will flow with it.

				

				14 I will restore the fortunes of My people Israel.an

				They will rebuild and occupy ruined cities,

				plant vineyards and drink their wine,

				make gardens and eat their produce.

				15 I will plant them on their land,

				and they will never again be uprooted

				from the land I have given them.

				Yahweh your God has spoken.  (See Zph #4:God's Faithfulness.)
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				Obadiah

				Author: Obadiah

				Date of events: 585–550 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				Obadiah is the shortest of the twelve Minor Prophets—in fact, it is the shortest book in the Old Testament—yet his message is no less important than any other book. Those who trust in their own strength instead of in the Lord will be humbled, and those who treat others poorly will suffer the consequences. Ultimately, Obadiah explains that God is in control and cares for His people.

				Obadiah teaches us principles of God's moral sovereignty

				

				

				Jacob and Esau were brothers, twin sons of Isaac and Rebekah. The Lord changed Jacob's name to Israel, and he became the progenitor of the Israelites. Esau was also known as Edom, and he was the progenitor of the Edomites, who lived in the wilderness south and east of the promised land. Just as the brothers fought for most of their lives, so too the nations were at war throughout ancient history. Finally, when Judah was taken into exile by the Assyrians in 586 b.c., the Edomites rejoiced and gloated. They even assisted the Assyrians by helping to capture fugitives, and then they plundered the ruins of Judah. Obadiah condemned Edom's actions in no uncertain terms: Edom would suffer the same fate.

				Obadiah teaches us principles of national justice

				

				

				God condemns those who lack humility and compassion. In the New Testament, Jesus taught that the meek will inherit the earth. Ultimately, the proud will be brought down, and those who reflect the humility and love of their Savior Jesus Christ will be raised to reign with Him.

				Obadiah teaches us Principles to Live By

				

			

			
				principle in Obadiah

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1-14

							
								
								#1: Christlike Humility

							
								
								We are to evaluate our relationship with God by the extent we demonstrate true humility and compassion in all our endeavors and relationships.

							
								
								1

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Obadiah

				The vision of Obadiah.

				

	

Edom's Certain Judgment

				This is what the Lord God has said about Edom:

				

				We have heard a message from the Lord;

				a messenger has been sent among the nations:

				"Rise up, and let us go to war against her."

				2 Look, I will make you insignificant

				among the nations;

				you will be deeply despised.

				3 Your presumptuous heart has deceived you,

				you who live in clefts of the rocka

				in your home on the heights,

				who say to yourself,

				"Who can bring me down to the ground?"

				4 Though you seem to soarb like an eagle

				and make your nest among the stars,

				even from there I will bring you down.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				5 If thieves came to you,

				if marauders by night —

				how ravaged you would be! —

				wouldn't they steal only what they wanted?

				If grape pickers came to you,

				wouldn't they leave some grapes?

				6 How Esau will be pillaged,

				his hidden treasures searched out!

				7 Everyone who has a treaty with you

				will drive you to the border;

				everyone at peace with you

				will deceive and conquer you.

				Those who eat your bread

				will set c a trap for you.

				He will be unaware of it.

				8 In that day —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				will I not eliminate the wise ones of Edom

				and those who understand

				from the hill country of Esau?

				9 Teman, your warriors will be terrified

				so that everyone from the hill country of Esau

				will be destroyed by slaughter.

				

	

Edom's Sins against Judah

				10 You will be covered with shame

				and destroyed forever

				because of violence done to your brother Jacob.

				11 On the day you stood aloof,

				on the day strangers captured his wealth,d

				while foreigners entered his •gate

				and cast lots for Jerusalem,

				you were just like one of them.

				12 Do note gloat over your brother

				in the day of his calamity;

				do not rejoice over the people of Judah

				in the day of their destruction;

				do not boastfully mockf

				in the day of distress.

				13 Do not enter the gate of My people

				in the day of their disaster.

				Yes, you — do not gloat over their misery

				in the day of their disaster

				and do not appropriate their possessions

				in the day of their disaster.

				14 Do not stand at the crossroadsg

				to cut off their fugitives,

				and do not hand over their survivors

				in the day of distress.

				A Principle to Live By - Christlike Humility

				[image: Getz0923.png]

				#1 We are to evaluate our relationship with God by the extent we demonstrate true humility and compassion in all our endeavors and relationships.

				In this short treatise, Obadiah pronounced devastating judgment on Edom, a nation founded by the descendants of Esau, Jacob's twin brother (v. 9). Though these pugnacious siblings eventually made peace with one another, Esau's descendants became arch enemies of Jacob's clan, the children of Israel. Edom's sins included arrogance and violence, the focus of Obadiah's prophecy. God was about to judge them severely (v. 10). 

				When Jesus Christ came to earth to identify with mankind, He exemplified perfect humility and compassion. Paul described these qualities in his letter to the Philippians: 

				

				Make your own attitude that of Christ Jesus, who, existing in the form of God, did not consider equality with God as something to be used for His own advantage. Instead He emptied Himself by assuming the form of a slave, taking on the likeness of men. (Php 2:5-7b) 

				By humbling Himself and becoming a servant"to the point of death—even to death on a cross" (Php 2:8), Jesus became the example of love for all who claim to be His disciples. We are to"do nothing out of rivalry or conceit, but in humility" we are to"consider others as more important than" ourselves. More specifically, we are not to focus on our"own interests, but also for the interests of others" (Php 2:3-4).  (See Php #6:Imitating Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we develop a true sense of humility and compassion in all aspects of our lives?

				

				

	

Judgment of the Nations

				15 For the Day of the Lord is near,

				against all the nations.

				As you have done, so it will be done to you;

				what you deserve will return on your own head.

				16 As you have drunk on My holy mountain,

				so all the nations will drink continually.

				They will drink and gulp down

				and be as though they had never been.

				17 But there will be a deliverance on Mount •Zion,

				and it will be holy;

				the house of Jacob will dispossess

				those who dispossessed them. h  (See Jl #5:God's Chosen People.)

				18 Then the house of Jacob will be a blazing fire,

				and the house of Joseph, a burning flame,

				but the house of Esau will be stubble;

				Jacobi will set them on fire and consume Edom.j

				Therefore no survivor will remain

				of the house of Esau,

				for the Lord has spoken.

				

	

Future Blessing for Israel

				19 People from the •Negev will possess

				the hill country of Esau;

				those from the Judean foothills will possess

				the land of the Philistines.

				They will possess

				the territories of Ephraim and Samaria,

				while Benjamin will possess Gilead.

				20 The exiles of the Israelites who are in Halahk

				and who are among the Canaanites as far as 
Zarephath

				as well as the exiles of Jerusalem who are in 
Sepharad

				will possess the cities of the Negev.

				21 Saviorsl will ascend Mount Zion

				to rule over the hill country of Esau,

				but the kingdom will be the Lord's.  (See Mc #5:Our Great Shepherd.)
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				Jonah

				Author: Jonah

				Date of events: 793–753 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				Jonah's story is very familiar, but it is not just an entertaining moral story or parable—it is the historical record of a prophet of God. Jonah was a farmer from Gath-hepher in Zebulun, just north of the New Testament town of Nazareth. God called him to warn Israel's enemies, the Assyrians in Nineveh, that judgment was imminent. Some of the kings of Assyria were the most wicked and cruel monarchs that ever ruled, which helps explain why Jonah at first refused to preach in Nineveh and remained reluctant even after having been swallowed by a huge fish. He didn't want to help the enemies of Israel, not even to tell them how to repent of their evil ways. Consequently, he sailed in the opposite direction from Nineveh, but God, in His power and sovereignty, compelled Jonah to fulfill his prophetic responsibility.

				Jonah teaches us principles of God's ability to accomplish His will

				

				

				The people of Nineveh would have seemed to be a very difficult mission field. However, God had prepared them, and He knew that they were ready to respond to Jonah's message of judgment, despite the half-hearted delivery. Like a tinder-dry forest, all that was needed was the smallest spark. Our responsibility is to be obedient to God's call and to be the"spark" by sharing the gospel.

				Jonah teaches us principles of reaping the harvest of evangelism

				

				

				Though Jonah did not care, God did have compassion on the lost pagans in Nineveh. Jonah wanted his enemies to suffer destruction and death, but God wanted them to turn to Him in repentance and faith. Our human compassion is often extinguished by pettiness and jealousy; God's mercies are new every morning.

				Jonah teaches us principles of God's tremendous compassion

				

				

				Though Jonah did not deserve it, God protected his life while he was in the fish and restored his life when he returned to land. He also allowed Jonah, reluctant as he was, to continue to serve as His prophet. God is patient and gracious with us, even though we don't deserve it. This was made most evident when, while we were yet sinners, He sent His Son to die for us so that we might have a relationship with Him.

				Jonah teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in Jonah

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-10

							
								
								#1: Transparency

							
								
								When we deliberately disobey God and suffer the consequences, we should be open and honest about our sins.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:11-17

							
								
								#2: God's Sovereign Actions

							
								
								We are to understand that God can use disobedience to communicate a message of salvation and hope to those who are woefully lost in sin.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								2:1-10

							
								
								#3: Prayers for 
Deliverance

							
								
								When we suffer the consequences of our sins, we should not hesitate to seek God's help. 

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								3:1-9

							
								
								#4: God's Supernatural Message

							
								
								We are to teach God's Word faithfully, believing that it can penetrate even the most sinful hearts.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								3:10–4:4

							
								
								#5: The Sin of 
Vengeance

							
								
								We are to humbly acknowledge that God and God alone has the final authority to punish evil people or to forgive them when they repent.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								4:5-11

							
								
								#6: Demonstrating Christ's Love

							
								
								As we carry out the Great Commission, we are to do so with hearts of compassion for those who are desperately confused and in need of the Savior.

							
								
								6

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Jonah

				Jonah's Flight

				1 The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai:2 "Get up! Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because their wickedness has confronteda Me."3 However, Jonah got up to flee to Tarshish from the Lord's presence. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. He paid the fare and went down into it to go with them to Tarshish, from the Lord's presence.

				4 Then the Lord hurled a violent wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose on the sea that the ship threatened to break apart. 5 The sailors were afraid, and each cried out to his god. They threw the ship's cargo into the sea to lighten the load. Meanwhile, Jonah had gone down to the lowest part of the vessel and had stretched out and fallen into a deep sleep.

				6 The captain approached him and said,"What are you doing sound asleep? Get up! Call to your god.b Maybe this god will consider us, and we won't perish."

				7 "Come on!" the sailors said to each other."Let's cast lots. Then we'll know who is to blame for this trouble we're in." So they cast lots, and the lot singled out Jonah. 8 Then they said to him,"Tell us who is to blame for this trouble we're in. What is your business and where are you from? What is your country and what people are you from?"

				9 He answered them,"I'm a Hebrew. I worshipc•Yahweh, the God of the heavens, who made the sea and the dry land."

				10 Then the men were even more afraid and said to him,"What is this you've done?" The men knew he was fleeing from the Lord's presence, because he had told them. 

				A Principle to Live By - Transparency

				#1 When we deliberately disobey God and suffer the consequences, we should be open and honest about our sins.

				[image: Getz0923.png]

				When God spoke directly to Jonah and told him to go and"preach against" Nineveh, a very wicked Assyrian city (Jnh 1:2), he deliberately disobeyed by boarding a ship at Joppa and heading west rather than east. However, Jonah could not escape"from the Lord's presence" (v. 3). No one can!  (See Ps #142:God's Omniscience.)

				The results of Jonah's disobedience were dramatic. God orchestrated a violent storm that threatened to sink the ship. When the sailors cast lots, even though they were pagans God revealed to them that Jonah's disobedience had caused this life-threatening dilemma. At that point, Jonah acknowledged he was a prophet of Yahweh and openly admitted what he had done. 

				Though there is no evidence Jonah truly repented at that moment, at least he was honest, which is what God wants all of us to be when we walk out of His will. We must not try to cover up our sins—a tendency all of us have inherited from our first parents. After Adam and Eve disobeyed, they tried to hide"from the Lord God among the trees of the garden" (Gn 3:8). Then they took another step out of the will of God and rationalized their sin: Adam blamed Eve and Eve blamed Satan.  (See Gn #5:Avoiding Rationalization.)

				Honesty is not a guarantee that people are truly remorseful for what they have done wrong, but it is a beginning point that God can use to bring true repentance. Perhaps Peter illustrates this reality when he determined never to forsake the Lord, but later wept bitterly because of his denial.  (See Mt #55:Our Great High Priest.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is honesty in itself no guarantee that we have truly repented of our sins?

				

				11 So they said to him,"What should we do to you to calm this sea that's against us?" For the sea was getting worse and worse.

				12 He answered them,"Pick me up and throw me into the sead so it may quiet down for you, for I know that I'm to blame for this violent storm that is against you." 13 Nevertheless, the men rowed hard to get back to dry land, but they couldn't because the sea was raging against them more and more.

				14 So they called out to the Lord:"Please, Yahweh, don't let us perish because of this man's life, and don't charge us with innocent blood! For You, Yahweh, have done just as You pleased." 15 Then they picked up Jonah and threw him into the sea, and the sea stopped its raging. 16 The men •feared the Lord even more, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows.

				17e Now the Lord had appointed a huge fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was inf the fish three days and three nights.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Sovereign Actions
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				#2 We are to understand that God can use disobedience to communicate a message of salvation and hope to those who are woefully lost in sin. 

				The Lord caused"a huge fish to swallow Jonah" (v. 17) and later to vomit him"onto dry land" (2:10). Unknown to this rebellious prophet, God was going to use this miracle of deliverance to communicate a message of hope to the wicked people of Nineveh. 

				But even more importantly, this amazing event illustrates a greater miracle—the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus Himself used Jonah's experience to illustrate this point while speaking to the sinful religious leaders of His day:

				Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to Him,"Teacher, we want to see a sign from You." 

				But He answered them,"An evil and adulterous generation demands a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was in the belly of the huge fish three days and three nights, so the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights." (Mt 12:38-40)

				From Luke's account we can conclude that Jonah must have shared his miraculous deliverance with the people of Nineveh when he proclaimed his message of judgment:

				For just as Jonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh, so also the Son of Man will be to this generation. . . . The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at Jonah's proclamation, and look—something greater than Jonah is here! (Lk 11:30,32) 

				Clearly, God used Jonah's experience to communicate a message of hope to the wicked Assyrians who lived in Nineveh. God can do the same today, as dramatically illustrated in the life of the apostle Paul:

				This saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance:"Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners"—and I am the worst of them. But I received mercy for this reason, so that in me, the worst of them, Christ Jesus might demonstrate His extraordinary patience as an example to those who would believe in Him for eternal life. (1Tm 1:15-16) 

				Reflection and Response

				Why must we be careful never to justify disobeying God with the thought that He will later use our sinful behavior to teach and reach others with the message of the gospel?

				

				

	

Jonah's Prayer

				2 Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from insideg the fish:

				

				2 I called to the Lord in my distress,

				and He answered me.

				I cried out for help in the belly of •Sheol;

				You heard my voice.

				3 You threw me into the depths,

				into the heart of the seas,

				and the currenth overcame me.

				All Your breakers and Your billows swept over me.

				4 But I said: I have been banished

				from Your sight,

				yet I will look once more i

				toward Your holy temple.

				5 The waters engulfed me up to the neck;j

				the watery depths overcame me;

				seaweed was wrapped around my head.

				6 I sank to the foundations of the mountains;

				the earth with its prison bars closed behind 
me forever!

				But You raised my life from the •Pit, Lord my God!

				7 As my life was fading away,

				I remembered •Yahweh.

				My prayer came to You,

				to Your holy temple.

				8 Those who cling to worthless idols

				forsake faithful love,

				9 but as for me, I will sacrifice to You

				with a voice of thanksgiving.

				I will fulfill what I have vowed.

				Salvationk is from the Lord!

				

				10 Then the Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land.

				A Principle to Live By - Prayers for Deliverance
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				#3 When we suffer the consequences of our sins, we should not hesitate to seek God's help. 

				Though Jonah may have been willing to give his own life to save the lives of the other men on board the ship, when he faced the reality of death, he cried out to God for help. Mercifully, God answered his prayer and delivered him from the belly of the fish. 

				Regardless of our disobedience and the fact that we will reap what we have sown, God is always ready to hear our prayers. Though He may not always deliver us from the consequences of our sins—including physical death—He will respond in grace and mercy. If we have not received the gift of eternal life, Jesus Christ is waiting and willing to"forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1Jn 1:9). If we are already God's children through the new birth, we can be restored to fellowship with our Lord and Savior.  (See 1Jn #3:Practicing the Truth.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some people hesitate to cry out to God when they are experiencing the consequences of their sins?

				

				

	

Jonah's Preaching

				3 Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time:2 "Get up! Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach the message that I tell you." 3 So Jonah got up and went to Nineveh according to the Lord's command.

				Now Nineveh was an extremely large city,l a three-day walk. 4 Jonah set out on the first day of his walk in the city and proclaimed,"In 40 days Nineveh will be demolished!" 5 The men of Nineveh believed in God.m They proclaimed a fast and dressed in •sackcloth — from the greatest of them to the least.

				6 When word reached the king of Nineveh, he got up from his throne, took off his royal robe, put on sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7 Then he issued a decree in Nineveh:

				

				By order of the king and his nobles: No man or beast, herd or flock, is to taste anything at all. They must not eat or drink water. 8 Furthermore, both man and beast must be covered with sackcloth, and everyone must call out earnestly to God. Each must turn from his evil ways and from the violencen he is doing.o 9 Who knows? God may turn and relent; He may turn from His burning anger so that we will not perish.

				

				A Principle to Live By - God's Supernatural Message
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				#4 We are to teach God's Word faithfully, believing that it can penetrate even the most sinful 
hearts. 

				Following Jonah's deliverance, God once again charged him to go to Nineveh and"preach the message"—"In 40 days Nineveh will be demolished!" (v. 4). We can conjecture from what Jesus said that Jonah also shared his own experience in trying to escape from"the Lord's presence" (1:3; see Lk 11:30,32). 

				In addition, the hearts of the people may have been prepared because of two terrible famines in 765 and 759 b.c. as well as a total solar eclipse on June 15, 763. To the superstitious, pagan Assyrians, those kinds of environmental phenomena indicated divine wrath. In other words, God may have used natural disasters to cause these people to be receptive to His warning of divine judgment through Jonah. This is another reason why we should teach God's Word faithfully. There may be other factors in people's lives that we are unaware of that will compel them to be receptive. 

				Nevertheless, we must remember that God's Word in itself is a supernatural message. The author of Hebrews made this point by using a vivid metaphor:

				For the word of God is living and effective and sharper than any double-edged sword, penetrating as far as the separation of soul and spirit, joints and marrow. It is able to judge the ideas and thoughts of the heart. (Heb 4:12)  (See Rm #12:The Power of Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the other factors in life that may motivate people to be open to hearing God's supernatural message?

				

				10 Then God saw their actions — that they had turned from their evil ways — so God relented from the disaster He had threatened to do to them. And He did not do it.

				

	

Jonah's Anger

				4 But Jonah was greatly displeased and became furious.2 He prayed to the Lord:"Please, Lord, isn't this what I said while I was still in my own country? That's why I fled toward Tarshish in the first place. I knew that You are a merciful and compassionate God, slow to become angry, rich in faithful love, and One who relents from sending disaster.3 And now, Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live."

				4 The Lord asked,"Is it right for you to be angry?"

				A Principle to Live By - The Sin of Vengeance 
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				#5 We are to humbly acknowledge that God and God alone has the final authority to punish evil people or to forgive them when they repent. 

				Jonah's behavior at this point seems strangely inconsistent. However, when we understand the larger setting, we can at least speculate on what was troubling him. 

				First, Jonah had prophesied that God would use Jeroboam II to defeat the Assyrians (2Kg 14:25-27). From a human point of view, it made no sense to Jonah that God would now have compassion on the enemies of Israel. 

				Second, the Assyrians were merciless and brutal against their enemies. From Jonah's point of view, they deserved to die, not to be delivered from God's wrath (Nah 3:1). 

				Third, Jonah probably knew from his contemporaries Hosea and Amos that God was ultimately going to deliver sinful Israel into the hands of the Assyrians (Hs 9:1-9; Am 2:6-16; 3:13-15; 4:12-13; 7:7-9). He would certainly be tempted to ask, Why preach to these evil people who were destined to be Israel's destroyers? 

				Jonah's negative reaction to the Assyrians' repentance also helps us understand why he was disobedient in the first place. Based on his request to be thrown overboard, it is possible he would rather have died than preach a message that might save these wicked people from destruction. Perhaps some of Jonah's own relatives and friends had suffered at the hands of Assyrian warriors. So when he obeyed God's second charge, it was not from his heart. 

				Paul addressed this kind of negative attitude in his letter to the Romans—a message these New Testament believers needed to hear in view of the persecution they at times experienced from Roman soldiers:

				Friends, do not avenge yourselves; instead, leave room for His wrath. For it is written: Vengeance belongs to Me; I will repay, says the Lord. But If your enemy is hungry, feed him. If he is thirsty, give him something to drink. For in so doing you will be heaping fiery coals on his head. Do not be conquered by evil, but conquer evil with good. (Rm 12:19-21)  (See 2Kg #1:God's Persistent Love; Rm #24: Avoiding Vengeance.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do Jesus' teachings regarding loving and praying for our enemies relate to Jonah's response to the Ninevite's repentance?  (See Mt #12:Loving as Christ Loved.)

				

				5 Jonah left the city and sat down east of it. He made himself a shelter there and sat in its shade to see what would happen to the city. 6 Then the Lord God appointed a plant, and it grew up to provide shade over Jonah's head to ease his discomfort.p Jonah was greatly pleased with the plant. 7 When dawn came the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the plant, and it withered.

				8 As the sun was rising, God appointed a scorching east wind. The sun beat down so much on Jonah's head that he almost fainted, and he wanted to die. He said,"It's better for me to die than to live."

				

				9 Then God asked Jonah,"Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?"

				"Yes," he replied."It is right. I'm angry enough to die!"

				10 So the Lord said,"You cared about the plant, which you did not labor over and did not grow. It appeared in a night and perished in a night. 11 Should I not care about the great city of Nineveh, which has more than 120,000 peopleq who cannot distinguish between their right and their left, as well as many animals?"

				A Principle to Live By - Demonstrating Christ's Love
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				#6 As we carry out the Great Commission, we are to do so with hearts of compassion for those who are desperately confused and in need of the Savior.

				Jonah's attitude demonstrates that God can use us in spite of our human weaknesses and failures. However, his attitude should not be our attitude. God wants us to love all people as He loved us when He gave His only Son to die for the sins of the whole world. Though we are to hate sin, we are to love sinners. This is what Jesus Christ did for all of us on the cross. 

				Not only was God demonstrating His love for all people—including Gentiles who were"excluded from the citizenship of Israel, and foreigners to the covenants of the promise" (Eph 2:12)—He was also using this story to illustrate the sins of all Israel. Jonah was refusing to acknowledge his own self-righteous attitudes and behavior. In this sense, he represented his fellow Israelites. Though he was not guilty of their idolatrous and immoral acts, his sins of omission were very disappointing to the God he claimed to worship and serve. 

				Paul addressed this issue. Reminding Titus"to slander no one, to avoid fighting, and to be kind, always showing gentleness to all people" (Ti 3:2), he gave the reason we ought to love even our enemies:

				For we too were once foolish, disobedient, deceived, enslaved by various passions and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, detesting one another. But when the goodness of God and His love for mankind appeared, He saved us—not by works of righteousness that we had done, but according to His mercy, through the washing of regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit. (Ti 3:3-5)  (See Ti #7:Conquering Evil with Good.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do we balance these biblical truths with government responsibilities to deal with criminals and enemies who deliberately destroy innocent people?  (See Rm #25:Civic Responsibilities.)
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				Micah

				Author: Micah

				Date of events: 730–686 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				The prophet Micah condemned the hypocritical religious and political leaders of his day and called on them to surrender their hearts to God. He denounced oppression and called for social justice. However, Micah was sincerely concerned about the sinful behavior among the people of Israel and Judah. He sincerely wept because of the inevitable judgment. Today, it appears that there are some religious leaders who feel satisfaction or even glee when they preach condemnation. Those with the heart of Christ, on the other hand, weep over sinners and their inevitable eternal destination.

				Micah teaches us principles of empathetic evangelism

				

				

				Micah did not compromise his message in order to please his audience. The other priests and prophets of his day had done so. Micah preached the message that God gave him and trusted the Lord with the results, both in his life and in the lives of his hearers. As it turns out, in at least one case the king listened to him, and national disaster was averted. Today, it is not our responsibility to change people. It is our responsibility to let God change us, and then to deliver God's message of hope.

				Micah teaches us principles of duty and trust

				

				

				Micah was inspired by God to prophesy about events many years beyond his own time. He specifically foretold that the great Shepherd would come from Bethlehem. From this we know that he was a true prophet. He also predicted that the Messiah will someday rule and reign over all nations, including Israel. We eagerly anticipate the fulfillment of this vision.

				Micah teaches us principles of messianic expectation

				

				

				Micah's name means"Who is like Yahweh?" He poses that very question in the last three verses of the book. The answer: there is no one like Yahweh! Only He can have compassion on humanity and remove the stain of sin forever. He did just that, through His Son Jesus Christ, who came to offer eternal life for anyone who accepts His free gift of salvation.

				Micah teaches us Principles to Live By
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								#1: Sincere Concern

							
								
								To communicate effectively to those who are living out of the will of God, we must be able to demonstrate sincere concern regarding their sinful behavior.
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								#2: Parental Sins

							
								
								Parents should be very concerned as to how sinful attitudes and actions will affect children and grandchildren.
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								#3: Leadership Integrity

							
								
								Spiritual leaders must never compromise God's message in order to appease people or to seek material gain.
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								#4: Proclaiming God's Message

							
								
								We are to preach and teach God's Word faithfully, trusting the Holy Spirit to convict people of sin.
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								#5: Our Great Shepherd

							
								
								We are to live securely in God's promise that Jesus Christ will one day rule and reign over the entire world.
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								#6: True Spiritual 
Worship

							
								
								We are to allow the Holy Spirit to develop inner qualities that reflect the character of the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								7:1-7

							
								
								#7: Our Greatest Example

							
								
								No matter how others are serving sin and self, we are to focus on the Lord Jesus Christ as our perfect example.
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								#8: The One True God

							
								
								We are to get to know God better so we can reflect who He is in all of our relationships.
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				Micah

				1 The word of the Lord that came to Micah the Moreshite — what he saw regarding Samaria and Jerusalem in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

				

	

Coming Judgment on Israel

				2 Listen, all you peoples;

				pay attention, eartha and everyone in it!

				The Lord God will be a witness against you,

				the Lord, from His holy temple.

				3 Look, the Lord is leaving His place

				and coming down to trample

				the heightsb of the earth.

				4 The mountains will melt beneath Him,

				and the valleys will split apart,

				like wax near a fire,

				like water cascading down a mountainside.

				5 All this will happen because of Jacob's 
rebellion

				and the sins of the house of Israel.

				What is the rebellion of Jacob?

				Isn't it Samaria?

				And what is the •high place of Judah?

				Isn't it Jerusalem?

				6 Therefore, I will make Samaria

				a heap of ruins in the countryside,

				a planting area for a vineyard.

				I will roll her stones into the valley

				and expose her foundations.

				7 All her carved images will be smashed to pieces;

				all her wages will be burned in the fire,

				and I will destroy all her idols.

				Since she collected the wages of a prostitute,

				they will be used again for a prostitute.

				

	

Micah's Lament

				8 Because of this I will lament and wail;

				I will walk barefoot and naked.

				I will howl like the jackals

				and mourn like ostriches.c

				9 For her wound is incurable

				and has reached even Judah;

				it has approached the gate of my people,

				as far as Jerusalem.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Sincere Concern
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				#1 To communicate effectively to those who are living out of the will of God, we must be able to demonstrate sincere concern regarding their sinful behavior.

				Though Micah addressed both the northern and the southern kingdom, he focused on God's judgment that was coming on his own people in Judah. Though all of God's prophets expressed sorrow regarding the sins of their own people, Micah spoke with heartfelt conviction, deep emotion, and painful concern (Mc 1:8-9). His listeners could not miss his intense remorse on their behalf.  (See Jr #14:Christlike Love.)

				It's one thing to preach about sin and its consequences. It's another to do so with a deep sense of concern and empathy for people who are walking out of the will of God. In this sense, Micah demonstrated the heart of the Lord Jesus Christ who wept over His people in Jerusalem because of their spiritual blindness:

				As He approached and saw the city, He wept over it, saying,"If you knew this day what would bring peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. For the days will come on you when your enemies will build an embankment against you, surround you, and hem you in on every side. They will crush you and your children within you to the ground, and they will not leave one stone on another in you, because you did not recognize the time of your visitation." (Lk 19:41-44)  (See Lk #44:Christ's Compassionate Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can a parent or a pastor communicate with sincere sadness and grief to someone who is living out of the will of God? 

				

				

				10 Don't announce it in Gath,

				don't weep at all.

				Roll in the dust in Beth-leaphrah.

				11 Depart in shameful nakedness,

				you residents of Shaphir;

				the residents of Zaanan will not come out.

				Beth-ezel is lamenting;

				its supportd is taken from you.

				12 Though the residents of Maroth

				anxiously wait for something good,

				disaster has come from the Lord

				to the gate of Jerusalem.

				13 Harness the horses to the chariot,

				you residents of Lachish.

				This was the beginning of sin for Daughter •Zion,

				because Israel's acts of rebellion can be traced to you.

				14 Therefore, send farewell gifts to 
Moresheth-gath;

				the houses of Achzib are a deception

				to the kings of Israel.

				15 I will again bring a conqueror

				against you who live in Mareshah.

				The nobilitye of Israel will come to Adullam.

				16 Shave yourselves bald and cut off your hair

				in sorrow for your precious children;

				make yourselves as bald as an eagle,

				for they have been taken from you into exile.

				A Principle to Live By - Parental Sins
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				#2 Parents should be very concerned how sinful attitudes and actions will affect children and grandchildren.

				Sadly, the sins of parents in both Israel and Judah impacted their children for generations, as God warned would happen (Ex 20:5; 34:5-7). Micah picked up on this theme as he confronted idolatry and immorality among the parents of Israel. 

				Parents' sins do impact children. Take divorce as an example. God said that divorce reflects injustice and even, at times, treachery. This unfortunate family fissure often leaves offspring hurt, insecure, angry, and even blaming themselves for their parents' breakup.  (See Mal #3:Marital Faithfulness.)

				Micah's plea is just as relevant today as it was centuries ago! Think about the impact divorce, family violence, neglect, and other parental sins have on innocent children. Think too about Jesus' powerful warning, which certainly applies both to biological children and to spiritual infants in the family of God:

				But whoever causes the downfall of one of these little ones who believe in Me—it would be better for him if a heavy millstone were hung around his neck and he were drowned in the depths of the sea! (Mt 18:6)

				Reflection and Response

				Though parental failures certainly impact children negatively, what should the church do to encourage mothers and fathers who have acknowledged their sins and are now living godly lives?  (See Rm #23:Sincere Love.)

				

				

	

Oppressors Judged

				2 Woe to those who dream up wickedness

				and prepare evil plans on their beds!

				At morning light they accomplish it

				because the power is in their hands.

				2 They covet fields and seize them;

				they also take houses.

				They deprive a man of his home,

				a person of his inheritance.

				

				3 Therefore, the Lord says:

				

				I am now planning a disaster

				against this nation;

				you cannot free your necks from it.

				Then you will not walk so proudly

				because it will be an evil time.

				4 In that day one will take up a taunt against you,

				and lament mournfully, saying,

				"We are totally ruined!

				He measures out the allotted land of my people.

				How He removes it from me!

				He allots our fields to traitors."

				5 Therefore, there will be no one

				in the assembly of the Lord

				to divide the land by casting lots.f

				

	

God's Word Rejected

				6 "Quit your preaching," they preach.

				"They should not preach these things;

				shame will not overtake us." g

				7 House of Jacob, should it be asked,

				"Is the Spirit of the Lord impatient?

				Are these the things He does?"

				Don't My words bring good

				to the one who walks uprightly?

				8 But recently My people have risen up

				like an enemy:

				You strip off the splendid robe

				from those who are passing through confidently,

				like those returning from war.

				9 You force the women of My people

				out of their comfortable homes,

				and you take My blessing

				from their children forever.

				10 Get up and leave,

				for this is not your place of rest,

				because defilement brings destruction —

				a grievous destruction!

				11 If a man of windh comes

				and invents lies:

				"I will preach to you about wine and beer,"

				he would be just the preacher for this people!

				

	

The Remnant Regathered

				12 I will indeed gather all of you, Jacob;

				I will collect the remnant of Israel.

				I will bring them together like sheep in a pen,

				like a flock in the middle of its fold.

				It will be noisy with people.

				13 One who breaks open the way

				will advance before them;

				they will break out, pass through the gate,

				and leave by it.

				Their King will pass through before them,

				the Lord as their leader.  (See Is #13:God's Future Plans.)

				

	

Unjust Leaders Judged

				3 Then I said,"Now listen, leaders of Jacob,

				you rulers of the house of Israel.

				Aren't you supposed to know what is just?

				2 You hate good and love evil.

				You tear off people's skin

				and strip their flesh from their bones.

				3 You eat the flesh of my people

				after you strip their skin from them

				and break their bones.

				You chop them up

				like flesh for the cooking pot,

				like meat in a cauldron."

				4 Then they will cry out to the Lord,

				but He will not answer them.

				He will hide His face from them at that time

				because of the crimes they have committed.

				

	

False Prophets Judged

				5 This is what the Lord says

				concerning the prophets

				who lead my people astray,

				who proclaim peace

				when they have food to sink their teeth into

				but declare war against the one

				who puts nothing in their mouths.

				6 Therefore, it will be night for you —

				without visions;

				it will grow dark for you —

				without •divination.

				The sun will set on these prophets,

				and the daylight will turn black over them.

				7 Then the seers will be ashamed

				and the diviners disappointed.

				They will all cover their mouthsi

				because there will be no answer from God.

				

				8 As for me, however, I am filled with power

				by the Spirit of the Lord,

				with justice and courage,

				to proclaim to Jacob his rebellion

				and to Israel his sin.

				A Principle to Live By - Leadership Integrity
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				#3 Spiritual leaders must never compromise God's message in order to appease people or to seek material gain.

				The great majority of leaders in Israel—including prophets and priests—were corrupt. Those who were most guilty of rejecting the message of judgment through true prophets like Micah were the materialists who were exploiting and mistreating the poor (3:5). Micah, though, would not compromise God's message simply to appease his audience and avoid rejection, just as Amos would not succumb to the false accusations of Amaziah the priest.  (See Am #10:False Accusations.)

				Unfortunately, for centuries so-called spiritual leaders have been willing to compromise God's message for the sake of popularity or profit. Paul addressed this evil manipulation in his letter to Titus, who was appointing elders and shepherds for the church in Crete. After stating that an overseer must be one who is"not greedy for money" (Ti 1:7), he addressed what some wicked individuals were already doing in the church:

				For there are also many rebellious people, full of empty talk and deception, especially those from Judaism. It is necessary to silence them; they overthrow whole households by teaching what they shouldn't in order to get money dishonestly. (Ti 1:10-11)  (See Ti #3:Doctrine of Character.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways are materialistic motives impacting some so-called Christian leaders today?

				

				

	

Zion's Destruction

				9 Listen to this, leaders of the house of Jacob,

				you rulers of the house of Israel,

				who abhor justice

				and pervert everything that is right,

				10 who build •Zion with bloodshed

				and Jerusalem with injustice.

				11 Her leaders issue rulings for a bribe,

				her priests teach for payment,

				and her prophets practice divination for money.

				Yet they lean on the Lord, saying,

				"Isn't the Lord among us?

				No disaster will overtake us."

				12 Therefore, because of you,

				Zion will be plowed like a field,

				Jerusalem will become ruins,

				and the hill of the temple mount

				will be a thicket.

				A Principle to Live By - Proclaiming God's Message

				[image: Getz0932.png]

				#4 We are to preach and teach God's Word faithfully, trusting the Holy Spirit to convict people 
of sin.

				There is no indication here what happened when Micah delivered this sermon, but from elsewhere in Scripture we learn that his words of judgment led to a period of dynamic spiritual renewal. 

				Micah prophesied during the reign of Hezekiah king of Judah, who"did what was right in the Lord's sight just as his ancestor David had done" (2Kg 18:3). At that time, the Assyrians were threatening Jerusalem. Fortunately, Hezekiah sought counsel from Isaiah, Micah's contemporary. Reassured that the king of Assyria would be defeated, Hezekiah humbled himself before the Lord and spent time in prayer (2Kg 19:14-19). God responded to Hezekiah's prayer, and"the angel of the Lord went out and struck down 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians," causing the king of Assyria to retreat (2Kg 19:35-36).

				What caused King Hezekiah to remove"the high places" and to shatter"the sacred pillars" and to"cut down the Asherah poles" (2Kg 18:3-4)? We're not given an answer to this question in 2 Kings. However, many years later, Jeremiah provided the answer. At that time, Jeremiah was receiving death threats for prophesying that judgment would eventually come on Jerusalem (Jr 26:7-10). Fortunately, there were some elders in Israel who defended Jeremiah by reminding the others what happened when Micah prophesied nearly a century earlier:

				Micah the Moreshite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah and said to all the people of Judah,"This is what the Lord of Hosts says: Zion will be plowed like a field, Jerusalem will become ruins, and the temple mount a forested hill." (Jr 26:18; see also Mc 3:12.)

				When Micah had preached, King Hezekiah had listened and pled"for the Lord's favor," and God had delivered Jerusalem from the Assyrians (Jr 26:19; 2Kg 19:35-36). Micah's faithfulness in preaching God's word was a means of saving Judah and Jerusalem from God's judgment for nearly 100 years. Furthermore, it was Micah's words that saved Jeremiah's life (Jr 26:16).  (See Jr #27:Intense Persecution.)

				As Paul faced martyrdom in Rome, his final words to Timothy underscore this Principle to Live By:

				I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus, who is going to judge the living and the dead, and because of His appearing and His kingdom: Proclaim the message; persist in it whether convenient or not; rebuke, correct, and encourage with great patience and teaching. (2Tm 4:1-2)  (See 2Tm #9:Fulfilling Our Ministry.)

				Reflection and Response

				How has the power of God's Word to change hearts and lives been demonstrated throughout history?

				

				

	

The Lord's Rule from Restored Zion

				4 In the last days

				the mountain of the Lord's house

				will be established

				at the top of the mountains

				and will be raised above the hills.

				Peoples will stream to it,

				2 and many nations will come and say,

				"Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,

				to the house of the God of Jacob.

				He will teach us about His ways

				so we may walk in His paths."

				For instruction will go out of •Zion

				and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

				3 He will settle disputes among many peoples

				and provide arbitration for strong nations

				that are far away.

				They will beat their swords into plows,

				and their spears into pruning knives.

				Nation will not take up the sword against nation,

				and they will never again train for war.

				4 But each man will sit under his grapevine

				and under his fig tree

				with no one to frighten him.

				For the mouth of the Lord of •Hosts

				has promised this.

				5 Though all the peoples each walk

				in the name of their gods,

				we will walk in the name of •Yahweh our God

				forever and ever.

				

				6 On that day —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				I will assemble the lame

				and gather the scattered,

				those I have injured.

				7 I will make the lame into a remnant,

				those far removed into a strong nation.

				Then the Lord will rule over them in Mount Zion

				from this time on and forever.

				8 And you, watchtower for the flock,

				fortified hillj of Daughter Zion,

				the former rule will come to you,

				sovereignty will come to Daughter Jerusalem. 
(See Is #3:The Messiah's Reign.)

				

	

From Exile to Victory

				9 Now, why are you shouting loudly?

				Is there no king with you?

				Has your counselor perished

				so that anguish grips you like a woman in labor?

				10 Writhe and cry out,k Daughter Zion,

				like a woman in labor,

				for now you will leave the city

				and camp in the open fields.

				You will go to Babylon;

				there you will be rescued;

				there the Lord will redeem you

				from the power of your enemies!

				11 Many nations have now assembled against you;

				they say,"Let her be defiled,

				and let us feast our eyes on Zion."

				12 But they do not know the Lord's intentions

				or understand His plan,

				that He has gathered them

				like sheaves to the threshing floor.

				13 Rise and thresh, Daughter Zion,

				for I will make your horns iron

				and your hooves bronze,

				so you can crush many peoples.

				Then you l will •set apart their plunder

				to the Lord for destruction,

				their wealth to the Lord of all the earth.

				

	

From Defeated Ruler to Conquering King

				5m Now, daughter who is under attack,

				you slash yourself in grief;

				a siege is set against us!

				They are striking the judge of Israel

				on the cheek with a rod.

				2 n Bethlehem Ephrathah,

				you are small among the clans of Judah;

				One will come from you

				to be ruler over Israel for Me.

				His origino is from antiquity,

				from eternity.p

				3 Therefore, He will abandon them until the time

				when she who is in labor has given birth;

				then the rest of His brothers will return

				to the people of Israel.

				4 He will stand and shepherd them

				in the strength of •Yahweh,

				in the majestic name of Yahweh His God.

				They will live securely,

				for then His greatness will extend

				to the ends of the earth.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Great Shepherd

				#5 We are to live securely in God's promise that Jesus Christ will one day rule and reign over the entire world.

				[image: Getz0933.png]

				In between Micah's severe words of judgment that pointed toward Israel's and Judah's captivities (3:9-12), he prophesied a future when a remnant in Israel would be restored to the land. This was fulfilled in part following Judah's 70 years in Babylon. However, like other prophets, Micah prophesied both a short- and a long-range view regarding the future. Clearly, most of this section presented the long view—a time when the Lord Jesus Christ would be ruler over Israel. As we've noted, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, as well as other Old Testament prophets, foresaw this period of world peace, which was clearly connected to Christ's rule 
and reign on earth following His second advent (4:1-13).

				Relative to the short view, Micah prophesied Christ's birth in Bethlehem. When the"wise men from the east" asked Herod where this new"King of the Jews" had been born, Herod became very agitated:

				So he assembled all the chief priests and scribes of the people and asked them where the Messiah would be born."In Bethlehem of Judea," they told him,"because this is what was written by the prophet: And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the leaders of Judah: because out of you will come a leader who will shepherd My people Israel." (Mt 2:4-6; see also Mc 5:2.)  (See Jn #36:Fulfilled Prophecies.)

				Jesus indeed came to redeem and shepherd the children of Israel. However,"His own people did not receive Him" (Jn 1:11). But the good news is,"to all who did receive Him, He gave them the right to be children of God, to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood, or of the will of the flesh, or of the will of man, but of God" (Jn 1:12-13). 

				Jesus Christ was indeed"the good shepherd" who gave"his life for the sheep," including both Jews and Gentiles (Jn 10:11,16). The day will come, however, when Micah's prophecies will be fulfilled completely. This will happen when Christ returns to earth to rule and reign over the whole world. Furthermore, He will marvelously fulfill His shepherding promises to the children of Israel (Mc 5:4). 

				Reflection and Response

				In terms of Micah's prophecies regarding a future for Israel, why is it important that we carefully watch what is unfolding today in the Middle East?

				

				5 He will be their peace.

				When Assyria invades our land,

				when it marches against our fortresses,

				we will raise against it seven shepherds,

				even eight leaders of men.

				6 They will shepherd the land of Assyria with the sword,

				the land of Nimrod with a drawn blade. q

				So He will rescue us from Assyria

				when it invades our land,

				when it marches against our territory.

				

	

The Glorious and Purified Remnant

				7 Then the remnant of Jacob

				will be among many peoples

				like dew from the Lord,

				like showers on the grass,

				which do not wait for anyone

				or linger for •mankind.

				8 Then the remnant of Jacob

				will be among the nations, among many peoples,

				like a lion among animals of the forest,

				like a young lion among flocks of sheep,

				which tramples and tears as it passes through,

				and there is no one to rescue them.

				9 Your hand will be lifted up against your 
adversaries,

				and all your enemies will be destroyed.

				

				10 In that day —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				

				I will remove your horses from you

				and wreck your chariots.

				11 I will remove the cities of your land

				and tear down all your fortresses.

				12 I will remove sorceries from your hands,

				and you will not have any more fortune-tellers.

				13 I will remove your carved images

				and sacred pillars from you

				so that you will not bow down again

				to the work of your hands.

				14 I will pull up the •Asherah poles from among you

				and demolish your cities.r

				15 I will take vengeance in anger and wrath

				against the nations that have not obeyed Me.

				

	

God's Lawsuit against Judah

				6 Now listen to what the Lord is saying:

				

				Rise, plead your case before the mountains,

				and let the hills hear your voice.

				2 Listen to the Lord's lawsuit,

				you mountains and enduring foundations of the earth,

				because the Lord has a case against His people,

				and He will argue it against Israel.

				3 My people, what have I done to you,

				or how have I wearied you?

				Testify against Me!

				4 Indeed, I brought you up from the land of Egypt

				and redeemed you from that place of slavery.

				I sent Moses, Aaron, and Miriam ahead of you.

				

				5 My people,

				remember what Balak king of Moab proposed,

				what Balaam son of Beor answered him,

				and what happened from the Acacia Groves to Gilgal

				so that you may acknowledge

				the Lord's righteous acts.

				

				6 What should I bring before the Lord

				when I come to bow before God on high?

				Should I come before Him with •burnt offerings,

				with year-old calves?

				7 Would the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams

				or with ten thousand streams of oil?

				Should I give my firstborn for my transgression,

				the child of my body for my own sin?

				

				8 Mankind, He has told you what is good

				and what it is the Lord requires of you:

				to act justly,

				to love faithfulness,

				and to walk humbly with your God.

				A Principle to Live By - True Spiritual Worship

				[image: Getz0934.png]

				#6 We are to allow the Holy Spirit to develop inner qualities that reflect the character of the Lord Jesus Christ.

				Though God has a future plan for a remnant in Israel (5:5-15), here the Lord admonished His people for forgetting what He did for them when He delivered them from slavery in Egypt (6:4-5). Though they still engaged in some of the practices God gave them at Mount Sinai, they were using these various ceremonies to worship false gods and engage in immoral acts associated with pagan rituals.  (See Ex #32:The Sin of Idolatry.)

				Clearly, the majority of the children of Israel had no personal relationship with God. Their worship lacked the internal qualities that set true God-fearing believers apart from their pagan counterparts. Micah reminded his fellow Israelites that true spiritual requirements reflect God Himself—"to act justly, to love faithfulness, and to walk humbly" with the Lord (6:8).  (See Rm #5:A Heart Experience.)

				This certainly was not true of the children of Israel at this time: 

				
						They were anything but just in their economic dealings with people (2:1-2; 3:1-3; 6:12). 

						They were certainly not faithful and merciful in their relationships with one another (2:8-9; 3:10-11; 6:12). 

						They were far from humble, and were actually proud of seizing fields and stealing other men's inheritances (2:2-3).

				

				Today, Christians are participants in the new covenant, which the Lord Jesus Christ instituted when He died for the sins of the world (Lk 22:20). The Holy Spirit indwells all true believers and desires to conform us into the image of Jesus Christ in all of our relationships (Gl 5:22-23). Unlike Israel, who forgot God's mercy in delivering them from Egyptian slavery, we are never to forget God's mercy in saving us. God's redemptive grace should motivate us to engage in true spiritual worship, fleshed out in our lives as we live day by day in God's will. This was Paul's message to all Christians:

				Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God. (Rm 12:1-2)  (See Rm #21:Christ-Centered Worship.)

				Reflection and Response

				What steps can we take to make sure we are worshiping God"in spirit and truth" (Jn 4:23)?  (See Ps #98:Soul Worship.)

				

				

	

Verdict of Judgment

				9 The voice of •Yahweh calls out to the city

				(and it is wise to •fear Your name):

				"Pay attention to the rod

				and the One who ordained it.t

				10 Are there stillu the treasures of wickedness

				and the accursed short measure

				in the house of the wicked?

				11 Can I excuse wicked scales

				or bags of deceptive weights?

				

				12 For the wealthy of the city are full of violence,

				and its residents speak lies;

				the tongues in their mouths are deceitful.

				

				13 "As a result, I have begun to strike you 
severely, v

				bringing desolation because of your sins.

				14 You will eat but not be satisfied,

				for there will be hunger within you.

				What you acquire, you cannot save,

				and what you do save,

				I will give to the sword.w

				15 You will sow but not reap;

				you will press olives

				but not anoint yourself with oil;

				and you will tread grapes

				but not drink the wine.

				16 The statutes of Omri

				and all the practices of Ahab's house

				have been observed;

				you have followed their policies.

				Therefore, I will make you a desolate place

				and the city'sx residents an object of contempt;y

				you will bear the scorn of My people." z  (See 1Kg #22:Sinful Regression.)

				

	

Israel's Moral Decline

				7 How sad for me!

				For I am like one who —

				when the summer fruit has been gathered

				after the gleaning of the grape harvest —

				finds no grape cluster to eat,

				no early fig, which I crave.

				2 Godly people have vanished from the land;

				there is no one upright among the people.

				All of them wait in ambush to shed blood;

				they hunt each other with a net.

				3 Both hands are good at accomplishing evil:

				the official and the judge demand a bribe;

				when the powerful man communicates his evil desire,

				they plot it together.

				4 The best of them is like a brier;

				the most upright is worse than a hedge of thorns.

				The day of your watchmen,

				the day of your punishment, is coming;

				at this time their panic is here.

				5 Do not rely on a friend;

				don't trust in a close companion.

				Seal your mouth

				from the woman who lies in your arms.

				6 Surely a son considers his father a fool,

				a daughter opposes her mother,

				and a daughter-in-law is against her mother-in-law;

				a man's enemies are the men of his own household.

				7 But I will look to the Lord;

				I will wait for the God of my salvation.

				My God will hear me.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Greatest Example

				[image: Getz0935.png]

				#7 No matter how others are serving sin and self, we are to focus on the Lord Jesus Christ as our perfect example.

				Micah felt alone in his walk with God. Though there were certainly others who shared his spiritual convictions—such as his contemporary, Isaiah—the vast majority of people had forsaken the Lord. In that sense, he was a lone voice. But in the midst of the sadness that gripped his soul, he kept trusting God and praying for his people.  (See Jr #14:Christlike Love.)

				What a great example for all of us today who live in a world where our social and spiritual values are eroding dramatically! God knows we need models of faithfulness. This is why we have a great list of Old Testament personalities in the book of Hebrews. Along with Abraham, Noah, and Moses, Micah is included since he was one of"the prophets" (Heb 11:32-34).

				After reminding us of these people of faith, the author of Hebrews then challenges all of us to look to our greatest example:

				Therefore, since we also have such a large cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us lay aside every weight and the sin that so easily ensnares us. Let us run with endurance the race that lies before us, keeping our eyes on Jesus, the source and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that lay before Him endured a cross and despised the shame and has sat down at the right hand of God's throne. (Heb 12:1-2)  (See Heb #18:Focusing on Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				What can we learn from the apostle Paul when he faced martyrdom in a Roman prison?  (See 2Tm #11:A Loyal Friend.)

				

				

	

Zion's Vindication

				8 Do not rejoice over me, my enemy!

				Though I have fallen, I will stand up;

				though I sit in darkness,

				the Lord will be my light.

				9 Because I have sinned against Him,

				I must endure the Lord's rage

				until He argues my case

				and establishes justice for me.

				He will bring me into the light;

				I will see His salvation.aa

				10 Then my enemy will see,

				and she will be covered with shame,

				the one who said to me,

				"Where is the Lord your God?"

				My eyes will look at her in triumph;

				at that time she will be trampled

				like mud in the streets.

				

				11 A day will come for rebuilding your walls;

				on that day your boundary will be extended.

				12 On that day people will come to you

				from Assyria and the cities of Egypt,

				even from Egypt to the Euphrates River

				and from sea to sea

				and mountain to mountain.

				13 Then the earth will become a wasteland

				because of its inhabitants

				and as a result of their actions.  (See Is #3:The Messiah's Reign.)

				

				

	

Micah's Prayer Answered

				14 Shepherd Your people with Your staff,

				the flock that is Your possession.

				They live alone in a woodland

				surrounded by pastures.

				Let them graze in Bashan and Gilead

				as in ancient times.

				

				15 I will perform miracles for them

				as in the days of your exodus

				from the land of Egypt.(Review Mc #5: Our Great Shepherd.)

				16 Nations will see and be ashamed

				ofab all their power.

				They will put their hands over their mouths,

				and their ears will become deaf.

				17 They will lick the dust like a snake;

				they will come trembling out of their 
hiding places

				like reptiles slithering on the ground.

				They will tremble in the presence of •Yahweh our God;

				they will stand in awe of You.

				

				18 Who is a God like You,

				removing iniquity and passing over rebellion

				for the remnant of His inheritance?

				He does not hold on to His anger forever,

				because He delights in faithful love.

				19 He will again have compassion on us;

				He will vanquish our iniquities.

				You will cast all our ac sins

				into the depths of the sea.

				20 You will show loyalty to Jacob

				and faithful love to Abraham,

				as You swore to our fathers

				from days long ago.

				A Principle to Live By - The One True God

				[image: Getz0936.png]

				#8 We are to get to know God better so we can reflect who He is in all of our relationships.

				Micah concluded his prophetic judgments with a word of hope. With a rhetorical question, he reminded the children of Israel that there is only one true God—the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (v. 18; see also Dt 6:4). Furthermore, He is a God who pardons sin. He does not stay angry forever. He delights in showing mercy and compassion and"will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea" (Mc 7:18-19). He will fulfill His unconditional promises to Abraham (v. 20; Gn 12:1-3; 15:18-21).  (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				Today, all true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ are included in the Abrahamic covenant. We are those who have been blessed through the seed of Abraham, the Lord Jesus Christ. Through the Savior, we have access to the one true God who is now demonstrating forgiveness and redemption through the blood of His Son. When we receive His gift of eternal life and are justified by faith, He pardons our sins and His anger is removed. We have"peace with God" (Rm 5:1; Eph 1:3-8).  (See Rm #7:God's Free Gift.)

				

				Though God will demonstrate all of these gracious acts someday to a remnant in Israel when He fully implements His new covenant, today as believers—both Jews and Gentiles—we are participants in this new covenant relationship with the one and only true God.  (See Jr #34:The New Covenant.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we more and more reflect who God is?  (See Eph #7:Experiencing God's Power.)
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				Nahum

				Author: Nahum

				Date of events: between 663 and 612 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				Nahum prophesied the fall of the city of Nineveh, capital of the Assyrian empire. The Assyrians were brutal people, dealing ruthlessly with the nations they conquered. In 722 b.c. they conquered and deported the northern kingdom of Israel, and in Nahum's time they threatened the southern kingdom of Judah. Earlier, Jonah had preached in Nineveh, and for a time the people were less wicked, but by Nahum's day they had returned to their savage ways. So Nahum announced that catastrophic judgment was soon coming, despite the Assyrians' appearance of invincibility. This was bad news for Assyria, but a popular message in Judah: the Lord would deliver His people from their affliction and bring peace.

				Nahum teaches us principles of divine deliverance

				

				

				God is merciful and just. He extends the offer of mercy to all, but those who persistently refuse to accept His offer will eventually face the consequences. Today, many people ignore the glory of God evident in nature, and they scoff at the Christians who warn them about God's wrath. It is the responsibility of Christians, as ambassadors of Christ, to continue to offer grace, and it is the responsibility of all mankind to acknowledge and worship their Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend.

				Nahum teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in Nahum

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-6

							
								
								#1: God's Wrath

							
								
								We must never take God's patience for granted, assuming He will not judge sinful humanity simply because it has not happened.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:7–3:19

							
								
								#2: God's Patience

							
								
								When tempted to believe God is cruel and lacking in compassion, we should review His extraordinary patience and continual communication, both with His people Israel and with the Gentile nations.

							
								
								2

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Nahum

				1 The •oracle concerning Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite.

				

	

God's Vengeance

				2 The Lord is a jealous and avenging God;

				the Lord takes vengeance

				and is fierce ina wrath.

				The Lord takes vengeance against His foes;

				He is furious with His enemies.

				3 The Lord is slow to anger but great in power;

				the Lord will never leave the •guilty 
unpunished.

				

				His path is in the whirlwind and storm,

				and clouds are the dust beneath His feet.

				4 He rebukes the sea so that it dries up,

				and He makes all the rivers run dry.

				Bashan and Carmel wither;

				even the flower of Lebanon withers.

				5 The mountains quake before Him,

				and the hills melt;

				the earth trembles b, c at His presence —

				the world and all who live in it.

				6 Who can withstand His indignation?

				Who can endure His burning anger?

				His wrath is poured out like fire,

				even rocks are shattered before Him.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Wrath

				[image: Getz0937.png]

				#1 We must never take God's patience for granted, assuming He will not judge sinful humanity simply because it has not happened.

				From Nahum's opening statement, it's clear that his prophecies were directed at the inhabitants of Nineveh, a well-known Assyrian city. Nineveh is first mentioned in the Bible in the book of Genesis. The city was founded by Nimrod, who is identified as"the first powerful man on earth" (Gn 10:8-12). Centuries later, the Assyrian king Tiglath-pileser I (1115-1077 b.c.) expanded the city substantially and identified himself as king of the world. This happened during the time Israel was ruled by judges.

				During the ninth, eighth, and seventh centuries b.c., the Assyrian empire grew in power and attacked surrounding nations, including Israel. Some of the kings of Assyria were the most wicked and cruel monarchs that ever ruled. This helps explain why Jonah, who lived during the eighth century, at first refused to preach in Nineveh and remained reluctant even after having been swallowed by a huge fish. From his human perspective, he didn't want to assist the enemies of Israel, even to help them repent from their idolatry and evil behavior in order to worship the one true God.  (See Jnh #1:Transparency.)

				However, the people of Nineveh repented despite Jonah's lack of enthusiasm. Nevertheless, the next generations reverted to their idolatrous and immoral actions. This is not surprising since nearly 150 years went by between Jonah's revival and the final fall predicted by Nahum. Even the Israelites who received God's marvelous revelation at Mount Sinai went from worshiping God to worshiping false gods in one generation.  (See Jdg #5:Modeling and Teaching.)

				Therefore, the principle that emerges from God's severe judgment on Nineveh is that we have a very patient and long-suffering God. However, when we continually follow the gods of this world, we'll experience His wrath and judgment. This certainly happened to the Ninevites. 

				Even in New Testament days, many people were questioning this principle. Scoffers were saying, 

				Where is the promise of His coming? Ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they have been since the beginning of creation. (2Pt 3:4)

				The apostle Peter responded to this skepticism:

				Dear friends, don't let this one thing escape you: With the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. The Lord does not delay His promise, as some understand delay, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance. But the Day of the Lord will come like a thief; on that day the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, the elements will burn and be dissolved, and the earth and the works on it will be disclosed. (2Pt 3:8-10)  (See 2Pt #5:Looking for Christ's Return.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though true believers will be delivered from God's wrath, how does this principle regarding God's patience apply to all of us who have received the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior?  (See 1Th #10:Christ's Return.)

				

				

	

Destruction of Nineveh

				7 The Lord is good,

				a stronghold in a day of distress;

				He cares for those who take refuge in Him.

				8 But He will completely destroy Ninevehd

				with an overwhelming flood,

				and He will chase His enemies into darkness.

				

				9 Whatever you plot against the Lord,

				He will bring it to complete destruction;

				oppression will not rise up a second time.

				10 For they will be consumed

				like entangled thorns,

				like the drink of a drunkard

				and like straw that is fully dry.e

				11 One has gone out from you,

				who plots evil against •Yahweh,

				and is a wicked counselor.

				

	

Promise of Judah's Deliverance

				12 This is what the Lord says:

				

				Though they are strongf and numerous,

				they will still be mowed down,

				and he will pass away.

				Though I have afflicted you,

				I will afflict you no longer.

				13 For I will now break off his yoke from you

				and tear off your shackles.

				

	

The Assyrian King's Demise

				14 The Lord has issued an order concerning you:

				

				There will be no offspring

				to carry on your name.g

				I will eliminate the carved idol and cast image

				from the house of your gods;

				I will prepare your grave,

				for you are contemptible.

				

				15 h Look to the mountains —

				the feet of one bringing good news

				and proclaiming peace!

				

				Celebrate your festivals, Judah;

				fulfill your vows.

				For the wicked one will never again

				march through you;

				he will be entirely wiped out.

				

	

Attack against Nineveh

				2 One who scatters is coming up against you.

				Man the fortifications!

				Watch the road!

				Bracei yourself!

				Summon all your strength!

				

				2 For the Lord will restore the majesty of Jacob,

				yes,j the majesty of Israel,

				though ravagers have ravaged them

				and ruined their vine branches.  (See Ezk #32:New Life in Christ.)

				

				3 The shields of his warriors are dyed red;

				the valiant men are dressed in scarlet.

				The fittings of the chariot flash like fire

				on the day of its battle preparations,

				and the spears are brandished.

				4 The chariots dash madly through the streets;

				they rush around in the plazas.

				They look like torches;

				they dart back and forth like lightning.

				5 He gives orders to his officers;

				they stumble as they advance.

				They race to its wall;

				the protective shield is set in place.

				6 The river gates are opened,

				and the palace erodes away.

				

				7 Beauty k is stripped,l

				she is carried away;

				her ladies-in-waiting moan

				like the sound of doves,

				and beat their breasts.

				8 Nineveh has been like a pool of water

				from her first days,m

				but they are fleeing.

				"Stop! Stop!" they cry,

				but no one turns back.

				9 "Plunder the silver! Plunder the gold!"

				There is no end to the treasure,

				an abundance of every precious thing.

				10 Desolation, decimation, devastation!

				Hearts melt,

				knees tremble,

				loins shake,

				every face grows pale!

				

				11 Where is the lions' lair,

				or the feeding ground of the young lions,

				where the lion and lioness prowled,

				and the lion's cub,

				with nothing to frighten them away?

				12 The lion mauled whatever its cubs needed

				and strangled prey for its lionesses.

				It filled up its dens with the kill,

				and its lairs with mauled prey.

				13 Beware, I am against you.

				This is the declaration of the Lord of •Hosts.

				I will make your chariots go up in smoken

				and the sword will devour your young lions.

				I will cut off your prey from the earth,

				and the sound of your messengers

				will never be heard again.

				

	

Nineveh's Downfall

				3 Woe to the city of blood,

				totally deceitful,

				full of plunder,

				never without prey.

				2 The crack of the whip

				and rumble of the wheel,

				galloping horse

				and jolting chariot!

				3 Charging horseman,

				flashing sword,

				shining spear;

				heaps of slain,

				mounds of corpses,

				dead bodies without end —

				they stumble over their dead.

				4 Because of the continual prostitution of the 
prostitute,

				the attractive mistress of sorcery,

				who betrays nations by her prostitution

				and clans by her witchcraft,

				5 I am against you.

				This is the declaration of the Lord of •Hosts.

				I will lift your skirts over your face

				and display your nakedness to nations,

				your shame to kingdoms.

				6 I will throw filth on you

				and treat you with contempt;

				I will make a spectacle of you.

				7 Then all who see you will recoil from you, 
saying,

				"Nineveh is devastated;

				who will show sympathy to her?"

				Where can I find anyone to comfort you?

				

				8 Are you better than Thebeso

				that sat along the Nile

				with water surrounding her,

				whose rampart was the sea,

				the river p, q her wall?

				9 •Cush and Egypt were her endless source of strength;

				Put and Libya were among herr allies.

				10 Yet she became an exile;

				she went into captivity.

				Her children were also dashed to pieces

				at the head of every street.

				They cast lots for her dignitaries,

				and all her nobles were bound in chains.

				11 You also will become drunk;

				you will hide yourself.s

				You also will seek refuge from the enemy.

				

				12 All your fortresses are fig trees

				with figs that ripened first;

				when shaken, they fall —

				right into the mouth of the eater!

				

				13 Look, your troops are like women among you;

				the gates of your land

				are wide open to your enemies.

				Fire will devour the bars of your gates.

				

				14 Draw water for the siege;

				strengthen your fortresses.

				Step into the clay and tread the mortar;

				take hold of the brick-mold!

				15 The fire will devour you there;

				the sword will cut you down.

				It will devour you like the young locust.

				Multiply yourselves like the young locust,

				multiply like the swarming locust!

				16 You have made your merchants

				more numerous than the stars of the sky.

				The young locust stripst the land

				and flies away.

				17 Your court officials are like the swarming locust,

				and your scribes like clouds of locusts,

				which settle on the walls on a cold day;

				when the sun rises, they take off,

				and no one knows where they are.

				

				18 King of Assyria, your shepherds slumber;

				your officers sleep.

				Your people are scattered across the mountains

				with no one to gather them together.

				19 There is no remedy for your injury;

				your wound is severe.

				All who hear the news about you

				will clap their hands because of you,

				for who has not experienced

				your constant cruelty?

				A Principle to Live By - God's Patience

				[image: Getz0938.png]

				#2 When tempted to believe God is cruel and lacking in compassion, we should review His 
extraordinary patience and continual communication, both with His people Israel and with the Gentile nations. 

				Before God's ultimate judgment fell on Ninevah, He had given them three clear warnings. First, He sent Jonah. But though they repented, they soon regressed to their old patterns of sin. 

				Second, the Lord sent a clear message to the Assyrian king, Sennacherib (705-681 b.c.). After capturing 46 Judean towns, he attempted to take control of Jerusalem, but God sent the Angel of the Lord (probably an Old Testament manifestation of Jesus Christ) and miraculously destroyed 185,000 Assyrian soldiers (2Kg 19:35-36). Sadly, King Sennacherib's historians evidently failed to pass this event on to his successors. They totally missed God's gracious warning of impending judgment. 

				Third, God communicated with them once again, this time through the prophet Nahum, giving them at least 30 years to repent. Though Nahum's prophecies were written primarily to let Judah know that Assyria would eventually be judged, in view of God's previous messages through Jonah and the Angel of the Lord, the Ninevites should have pursued God's will. If they had, they would have discovered that Nahum predicted a number of specific judgments that were going to happen to the city because of their unrepentant and sinful attitudes. 

				The Ninevites could have discovered what was going to happen and could have turned from their wicked ways. However, they once again spurned God's revelation and suffered the consequences. This is the essence of the book of Nahum. Note specifically his prophecies and how these were fulfilled in history.

				

				
					
						
								
								Nahum's Prophecies

							
								
								Fulfillment in History

							
						

						
								
								Nineveh would be destroyed by a flood (1:8; 2:6,8).

							
								
								In the third year of a siege, heavy rains caused a nearby river to flood part of the city and break part of the walls.

							
						

						
								
								Nineveh's destruction would be final (1:9,14).

							
								
								Many cities of the ancient Near East were rebuilt (e.g., Samaria, Jerusalem, Babylon), but not Nineveh. 

							
						

						
								
								Nineveh would be destroyed by fire (1:10; 2:13; 3:15).

							
								
								Archaeological excavations at Nineveh have revealed charred wood and ashes.

							
						

						
								
								Nineveh's images and idols would be destroyed (1:14).

							
								
								The goddess Ishtar lay headless in the debris of Nineveh's ruins.

							
						

						
								
								Plundering and pillaging would accompany the overthrow of the city (2:9-10).

							
								
								The Babylonians carried off great quantities of spoil from Nineveh.

							
						

						
								
								The city's capture would be attended by a great massacre of people (3:3).

							
								
								So great was the multitude of the slain that a stream, mingled with their blood, changed its color for a considerable distance.

							
						

						
								
								In the final hours of the attack, the Ninevites would be drunk (1:10; 3:11).

							
								
								While the overconfident army was carousing, the enemy made an unexpected attack on Nineveh by night.

							
						

						
								
								The Assyrian fortresses surrounding the city would be easily captured (3:12).

							
								
								The fortified towns in Nineveh's environs began to fall in 614 b.c.

							
						

						
								
								The city gates would be destroyed (3:13).

							
								
								The main attack was directed from the northwest, and the brunt fell upon the Hatamti gate. 

							
						

						
								
								The besieged Ninevites would prepare bricks and mortar for emergency defense walls (3:14).

							
								
								To the south of the gate, the moat is still filled with fragments of stone and of mud bricks from the walls, heaped up when they were breached.

							
						

						
								
								The Ninevite officers would weaken and flee (3:17).

							
								
								The army of Assyria deserted the king.

							
						

					
				

				

				

				See Elliott E. Johnson, The Bible Knowledge Commentary (Colorado Springs: Chariot Victor Publishing, Cook Communications; 1985), p. 1495.  (See Dn #17:Prophetic History.)

				God is still reaching out to lost humanity (Heb 1:1-2), not just through Nahum but through all of the prophets in the Old Testament. Add to this body of truth the New Testament story regarding the Lord Jesus Christ, and let's not forget that we also have His revelation in creation. Listen to Paul's words to the Romans:

				For His invisible attributes, that is, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen since the creation of the world, being understood through what He has made. As a result, people are without excuse. (Rm 1:20)  (See Ps #19:God's Written Revelation.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do so many people miss the message of God's patience in the midst of His judgments?  (See Rm #3:Sin's Devastating Results.)
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				Habakkuk

				Author: Habakkuk

				Date of events: between 609 and 605 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				Habakkuk asked God why He allowed injustice to prevail in Judah. God replied that he would use the Chaldeans (aka Babylonians) to punish Judah. Habakkuk responded that allowing the wicked Chaldeans to triumph over God's chosen people was even worse. God then explained that the Chaldeans would, in turn, be punished for the arrogance and enjoyment they would display while carrying out God's sentence. God can use a wicked nation to achieve His purposes. God can then bring down the nation He raised up if they do not acknowledge and honor Him. 

				Habakkuk teaches us principles of God's sovereignty over nations

				

				

				God does indeed oppose injustice and promote justice. In some situations it does not take place in the timeframe we would prefer, but ultimately, in this life or in eternity, God's justice will prevail, and the wicked will be punished and the righteous vindicated. Of course we know that no one is righteous in God's sight, except for those who have received the gift of God's righteousness bestowed by faith in His Son, Jesus Christ.

				Habakkuk teaches us principles of God's justice and mercy

				

				

				In the end, Habakkuk may not have understood everything about God, but he trusted that God would do the right thing. He stood in awe of God and proclaimed that, when all else fails, he would still rejoice in God. And God affirmed that"the righteous one will live by his faith."

				Habakkuk teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in Habakkuk

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-17

							
								
								#1: Unanswered 
Questions

							
								
								We are to accept the reality that there are some questions that will never be answered until we are in God's presence in eternity.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								2:1-20

							
								
								#2: Saved by Faith

							
								
								Though we do not know the answers to all of life's questions, we are to make sure we have by faith received God's gift of eternal life.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								3:1-19

							
								
								#3: Living by Faith

							
								
								Though we do not understand all that happens in life, and we might even experience deep fear and persistent anxiety, we are to trust and worship God.

							
								
								3

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Habakkuk

				1 The •oracle that Habakkuk the prophet saw.

				

				

				

				Habakkuk's First Prayer

				2 How long,Lord, must I call for help

				and You do not listen

				or cry out to You about violence

				and You do not save?

				3 Why do You force me to look at injustice?

				Why do You toleratea wrongdoing?

				Oppression and violence are right in front of me.

				Strife is ongoing, and conflict escalates.

				4 This is why the law is ineffective

				and justice never emerges.

				For the wicked restrict the righteous;

				therefore, justice comes out perverted.

				

	

God's First Answer

				5 Look at the nations b and observe —

				be utterly astounded!

				For something is taking place in your days

				that you will not believe

				when you hear about it.

				6 Look! I am raising up the Chaldeans,

				that bitter, impetuous nation

				that marches across the earth's open spaces

				to seize territories not its own.

				7 They are fierce and terrifying;

				their views of justice and sovereignty

				stem from themselves.

				8 Their horses are swifter than leopards

				and more fiercec than wolves of the night.

				Their horsemen charge ahead;

				their horsemen come from distant lands.

				They fly like an eagle, swooping to devour.

				9 All of them come to do violence;

				their faces are set in determination.d

				They gather prisoners like sand.

				10 They mock kings,

				and rulers are a joke to them.

				They laugh at every fortress

				and build siege ramps to capture it.

				11 Then they sweep by like the wind

				and pass through.

				They are •guilty;e their strength is their god.

				

	

Habakkuk's Second Prayer

				12 Are You not from eternity, •Yahweh my God?

				My Holy One, You f will not die.

				Lord, You appointed them to execute judgment;

				my Rock, You destined them to punish us.

				13 Your eyes are too pure to look on evil,

				and You cannot tolerate wrongdoing.

				So why do You tolerate those who are treacherous?

				Why are You silent

				while one who is wicked swallows up

				one who is more righteous than himself?

				14 You have made mankind

				like the fish of the sea,

				like marine creatures that have no ruler.

				15 The Chaldeans pull them all up with a hook,

				catch them in their dragnet,

				and gather them in their fishing net;

				that is why they are glad and rejoice.

				16 That is why they sacrifice to their dragnet

				and burn incense to their fishing net,

				for by these things their portion is rich

				and their food plentiful.

				17 Will they therefore empty their net g

				and continually slaughter nations without mercy?

				A Principle to Live By - Unanswered Questions

				[image: Getz0939.png]

				#1 We are to accept the reality that there are some questions that will never be answered until we are in God's presence in eternity.

				We're not certain of the exact time Habakkuk recorded his conversations with God. However, it seems he may have inscribed the Word of God shortly after Jehoiakim ascended to power as king of Judah. King Josiah had begun a renewal movement in Judah but sadly Jehoiakim reversed everything his father had done to bring spiritual reform (2Kg 23:37).  (See 2Ch #36:God's Compassion.)  Habakkuk was overwhelmed and disillusioned with the"violence,"injustice,"oppression," and intense"conflict" brought on by this regression (Hab 1:2-4), so he persistently asked the Lord to intervene:"How long, Lord, must I call for help and You do not listen?" (v. 2). 

				God eventually answered Habakkuk's prayer. He was going to use the evil and cruel Chaldeans (the Babylonians) to bring judgment on the people of Judah. They had already destroyed Nineveh and they would eventually destroy Jerusalem.  (See Nah #2:God's Patience.)

				The apostle Paul acknowledged that at times God operates in ways that are beyond our ability to comprehend and that may even appear unfair to us—such as hardening Pharaoh's heart to achieve His purposes (Rm 9:16). After a lengthy explanation of God's eternal plan for both Jews and Gentiles, Paul wrote these magnificent words, which include a quotation from Isaiah:

				Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and the knowledge of God! How unsearchable His judgments and untraceable His ways! For who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been His counselor? Or who has ever first given to Him, and has to be repaid? For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. (Rm 11:33-36)  (See Jb #3:Asking "Why?")

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the questions many of us have for which we may never have definitive answers in this life?

				

				

	

Habakkuk Waits for God's Response

				2 I will stand at my guard post

				and station myself on the lookout tower.

				I will watch to see what He will say to me

				and what I should h reply about my complaint.

				

	

God's Second Answer

				2 The Lord answered me:

				

				Write down this vision;

				clearly inscribe it on tablets

				so one may easily read it.i

				3 For the vision is yet for the appointed time;

				it testifies about the end and will not lie.

				Though it delays, wait for it,

				since it will certainly come and not be late.

				4 Look, his ego is inflated;j

				he is without integrity.

				But the righteous one will live by his faith.k

				5 Moreover, wine l betrays;

				an arrogant man is never at rest.m

				He enlarges his appetite like •Sheol,

				and like Death he is never satisfied.

				He gathers all the nations to himself;

				he collects all the peoples for himself.

				

	

The Five Woe Oracles

				6 Won't all of these take up a taunt against him,

				with mockery and riddles about him?

				They will say:

				Woe to him who amasses what is not his —

				how much longer? —

				and loads himself with goods taken in pledge.

				7 Won't your creditors suddenly arise,

				and those who disturb you wake up?

				Then you will become spoil for them.

				8 Since you have plundered many nations,

				all the peoples who remain will plunder you —

				because of human bloodshed

				and violence against lands, cities,

				and all who live in them.

				

				9 Woe to him who dishonestly makes

				wealth for his housen

				to place his nest on high,

				to escape from the reach of disaster!

				10 You have planned shame for your house

				by wiping out many peoples

				and sinning against your own self.

				11 For the stones will cry out from the wall,

				and the rafters will answer them

				from the woodwork.

				

				12 Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed

				and founds a town with injustice!

				13 Is it not from the Lord of •Hosts

				that the peoples labor only to fuel the fire

				and countries exhaust themselves for nothing?

				14 For the earth will be filled

				with the knowledge of the Lord's glory,

				as the waters cover the sea.  (See Is #3: The Messiah's Reign; Is #13: God's Future Plans; Is #19: God's Peace; Is #23: King of Kings.)

				

				

				15 Woe to him who gives his neighbors drink,

				pouring out your wratho

				and even making them drunk,

				in order to look at their nakedness!

				16 You will be filled with disgrace instead of 
glory.

				You also — drink,

				and expose your uncircumcision! p

				The cup in the Lord's right hand

				will come around to you,

				and utter disgrace will cover your glory.

				17 For your violence against Lebanon

				will overwhelm you;

				the destruction of animals will terrify you q

				because of your human bloodshed and violence

				against lands, cities, and all who live in them.

				

				18 What use is a carved idol

				after its craftsman carves it?

				It is only a cast image, a teacher of lies.

				For the one who crafts its shape trusts in it

				and makes idols that cannot speak.

				19 Woe to him who says to wood: Wake up!

				or to mute stone: Come alive!

				Can it teach?

				Look! It may be plated with gold and silver,

				yet there is no breath in it at all.

				

				20 But the Lord is in His holy temple;

				let everyone on earth

				be silent in His presence.

				A Principle to Live By - Saved by Faith

				[image: Getz0940.png]

				#2 Though we do not know the answers to all of life's questions, we are to make sure we have by faith received God's gift of eternal life.

				As we have seen, Habakkuk was very perplexed with God's answers to his first prayers. He now waited anxiously for more information. God encouraged Habakkuk and his fellow Israelites to trust Him during this difficult time and not to allow pride and arrogance to deter them from the right path. In due time, He would bring judgment on the Babylonians (2:6,9,12,15,19). 

				It's in this context that God issued a wonderful declaration:"But the righteous one will live by his faith" (2:4). God's people were to follow the way of faith. The true test whether they were genuinely circumcised in heart rather than just in the flesh was whether or not they believed in the one true God and worshiped Him and Him alone (Rm 2:28-29). If they did, they would be true children of Abraham (Rm 4:12). (See Rm #5:A Heart Experience.)

				In the New Testament, this faith statement is expanded in meaning because of God's more complete revelation through the Lord Jesus Christ. In Romans, Paul related it to our salvation experience when he wrote,

				For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is God's power for salvation to everyone who believes, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek. For in it God's righteousness is revealed from faith to faith, just as it is written: The righteous will live by faith. (Rm 1:16-17; see also Rm 5:1.)  (See Rm #6:Salvation through Faith.)

				In the book of Hebrews, the author used this concept as a basis for testing the reality of our salvation experience:

				But My righteous one will live by faith; and if he draws back, I have no pleasure in him. But we are not those who draw back and are destroyed, but those who have faith and obtain life. (Heb 10:38-39; see also Jms 2:26; for an in-depth look at faith that works, study Heb 11:1–12:2.)  (See Heb #17:Faith that Endures.)

				In his letter to the Galatians, Paul used this concept to demonstrate that, even in the Old Testament, attempting to keep the law in every respect did not save people. To be true Israelites, they needed to believe just as Abraham believed. Thus Paul wrote,

				For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, because it is written: Everyone who does not continue doing everything written in the book of the law is cursed. Now it is clear that no one is justified before God by the law, because the righteous will live by faith. (Gl 3:10-11)  (See Gl #5:Justification by Faith.)

				Here Paul was teaching that trying to keep the law is useless with regard to salvation. The only way to inherit eternal life is to have faith in Jesus Christ and to accept His free gift of salvation.

				Reflection and Response

				When it comes to salvation, why do so many people confuse faith and works?  (See Eph #4:God's Gift.)

				

				

	

Habakkuk's Third Prayer

				3 A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet. According to Shigionoth.

				

				2 Lord, I have heard the report about You;

				Lord, I stand in awe of Your deeds.

				Revive Your work in these years;

				make it known in these years.

				In Your wrath remember mercy!

				

				3 God comes from Teman,

				the Holy One from Mount Paran.•Selah

				His splendor covers the heavens,

				and the earth is full of His praise.

				4 His brilliance is like light;

				rays are flashing from His hand.

				This is where His power is hidden.

				5 Plague goes before Him,

				and pestilence follows in His steps.

				6 He stands and shakesr the earth;

				He looks and startles the nations.

				The age-old mountains break apart;

				the ancient hills sink down.

				His pathways are ancient.  (See Is #18:God's Wrath.)

				7 I see the tents of Cushan in distress;

				the tent curtains of the land of Midian tremble.

				8 Are You angry at the rivers, Lord?

				Is Your wrath against the rivers?

				Or is Your rage against the sea

				when You ride on Your horses,

				Your victorious chariot?

				9 You took the sheath from Your bow;

				the arrows are readys to be used with an oath.t
Selah

				You split the earth with rivers.

				10 The mountains see You and shudder;

				a downpour of water sweeps by.

				The deep roars with its voice

				and lifts its wavesu high.

				11 Sun and moon stand still in their lofty 
residence,

				at the flash of Your flying arrows,

				at the brightness of Your shining spear.  (See Jos #20:God's Sovereign Ways.)

				12 You march across the earth with indignation;

				You trample down the nations in wrath.

				13 You come out to save Your people,

				to save Your anointed.

				You crush the leader of the house of the wicked

				and strip him from footv to neck.Selah

				14 You pierce his head

				with his own spears;

				his warriors storm out to scatter us,

				gloating as if ready to secretly devour the weak.

				15 You tread the sea with Your horses,

				stirring up the great waters.

				

	

Habakkuk's Confidence in God Expressed

				16 I heard, and I trembled within;

				my lips quivered at the sound.

				Rottenness entered my bones;

				I trembled where I stood.

				Now I must quietly wait for the day of distress

				to come against the people invading us.

				17 Though the fig tree does not bud

				and there is no fruit on the vines,

				though the olive crop fails

				and the fields produce no food,

				though there are no sheep in the pen

				and no cattle in the stalls,

				18 yet I will triumph in •Yahweh;

				I will rejoice in the God of my salvation!

				19 Yahweh my Lord is my strength;

				He makes my feet like those of a deer

				and enables me to walk on mountain heights!

				

				For the choir director: onw stringed 
instruments.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Living by Faith
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				#3 Though we do not understand all that happens in life, and we might even experience deep fear and persistent anxiety, we are to trust and worship God.

				After his vision of the coming judgment, both on Judah and ultimately on the evil Babylonians, Habakkuk put his full trust in God, revealing that he was a true son of God. Though he still trembled internally and felt physically ill (v. 16), he worshiped God and relied on the Lord to give him strength to endure everything that lay ahead (v. 19).  (See Jb #12:An Eternal Perspective.)

				As Christians, we're never promised to be exempt from trauma and disaster that we don't understand. At one point, even Paul and his fellow missionaries were so"overwhelmed" that they"despaired of life" (2Co 1:8). But when the Philippians were facing unusual challenges in their own Christian lives, Paul wrote,

				Don't worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses every thought, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. (Php 4:6-7)  (See Php #11:Standing Firm.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul's specific prayer request for the Ephesians relate to difficult crises that we don't understand?  (See Eph #7:Experiencing God's Power.)
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				Zephaniah

				Author: Zephaniah

				Date of events: around 625 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				The prophet Zephaniah preached in Judah at the time of King Josiah, who was one of the few good kings in Judah's history. He had brought about reform and revival, but it was short lived and Judah quickly returned to her sinful ways. Zephaniah warned the people that, because they defiled the worship of Yahweh by adding elements of Baalism, God would judge them severely. God had clearly commanded His people to love Him wholeheartedly and not to have any other gods before Him or even beside Him. Even today, some people attempt to combine Christianity with other religions, but Jesus is the only way of salvation, and to preach any other gospel is heresy.

				Zephaniah teaches us principles of exclusive truth

				

				

				Zephaniah prophesied that at the same time God judged Judah for her sins, He would also judge the nations who opposed Judah. Then, after disciplining Judah, God would restore Judah and Israel. Zephaniah's final words affirm the certainty of his prophecy:"Yahweh has spoken." This prediction was partially realized when Ezra returned to the promised land, but the complete fulfillment awaits the return of the Messiah. Today, we can also expect that the world will continue its slide to depravity, but the Word of the Lord assures us that God will judge the world while protecting the church. Ultimately, He will exalt and reward those who have put their hope in Christ. 

				Zephaniah teaches us principles of God's unfailing promises

				

				

				Like Isaiah, Ezekiel, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Zechariah, and Malachi, Zephaniah spoke about the approaching Day of the Lord. But he took no comfort in contemplating the judgment of his brothers. Like his contemporary, Jeremiah, he did not take pleasure in the thought of God's coming judgment. Although the nation of Judah was certain to fall, Zephaniah called on individuals within the nation to repent. Today, even though whole nations seem to be turning against God, we should encourage individuals to repent and accept His free gift of salvation. 

				

				Zephaniah teaches us Principles to Live By

				

			

			
				list of principles in Zephaniah
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								Title

							
								
								Principle
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								1:1-2

							
								
								#1: Spiritual 
Degeneration

							
								
								We should not expect the world environment to become increasingly God-
centered as we approach the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:3–2:3

							
								
								#2: Judgment with Compassion

							
								
								When we speak of God's coming judgment, our primary purpose should always be to encourage unrepentant people to come to know the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								2:4–3:13

							
								
								#3: God's Perspective on Pride

							
								
								We should always demonstrate a deep sense of humility in our walk with God and in our relationships with all people.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								3:14-20

							
								
								#4: God's Faithfulness

							
								
								When God has stated that He will do certain things, we can be sure that His words will come true—whether in judgment or in salvation.

							
								
								4

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Zephaniah

				1 The word of the Lord that came to Zephaniah son of Cushi, son of Gedaliah, son of Amariah, son of Hezekiah, in the days of Josiah son of Amon, king of Judah.

				

	

The Great Day of the Lord

				2 I will completely sweep away everything

				from the face of the earth —

				this is the Lord's declaration.

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual Degeneration
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				#1 We should not expect the world environment to become increasingly God-centered as we approach the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

				Zephaniah, along with Jeremiah, prophesied during the time of Judah's King Josiah, whose kingship lasted 31 years (v. 1; Jr 1:2). Unlike his father and grandfather, Josiah"did what was right in the Lord's sight" and brought a period of spiritual renewal in Judah (2Kg 22:2). He eliminated idolatrous activities and reinstated the Passover meal.  (See 2Kg #25:Biblical Renewal; 2Ch #35: Response to God's Word; Jr #3: Spiritual Apostasy.)

				Sadly, Josiah's efforts were short-lived. His grandfather, Manasseh, had done so much evil that God's anger continued against Judah (2Kg 23:26-27). To make matters worse, Josiah was succeeded by four evil kings (2Kg 23:32,37; 24:9,19).  (See Jr #11:A Form of Godliness.)

				Judah's spiritual decline set the stage for Zephaniah's prophetic words. He was terribly distressed that the people of Judah regressed to their previous pagan ways, so he prophesied that terrible judgment would come. 

				Without question there have been extraordinary periods of revival among God's people. However, the total biblical story as well as secular and religious history demonstrate that the overall direction of society as a whole reflects spiritual degeneration. Jesus Christ spoke about this historical reality:

				Just as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be in the days of the Son of Man: People went on eating, drinking, marrying and giving in marriage until the day Noah boarded the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. (Lk 17:26-27)

				Reflection and Response

				Though Scripture teaches that in the last days more and more people will choose to serve self and sin, how should this impact true believers?  (See 1Th #10: Christ's Return; 2Tm #8: Standing Firm on Scripture.)

				

				3 I will sweep away man and animal;

				I will sweep away the birds of the sky

				and the fish of the sea,

				and the ruins along with the wicked.

				I will cut off mankind

				from the face of the earth.

				This is the Lord's declaration.

				

				4 I will stretch out My hand against Judah

				and against all the residents of Jerusalem.

				I will cut off every vestige of •Baal

				from this place,

				the names of the pagan priests

				along with the priests;

				5 those who bow in worship on the rooftops

				to the heavenly host;

				those who bow and pledge loyalty to the Lord

				but also pledge loyalty to •Milcom; a

				6 and those who turn back from following the Lord,

				who do not seek the Lord or inquire of Him.  (See Jr #10:A Seared Conscience.)

				7 Be silent in the presence of the Lord God,

				for the Day of the Lord is near.

				Indeed, the Lord has prepared a sacrifice;

				He has consecrated His guests.

				

				8 On the day of the Lord's sacrifice

				I will punish the officials, the king's sons,

				and all who are dressed in foreign clothing.

				9 On that day I will punish

				all who skip over the threshold,b

				who fill their master's house

				with violence and deceit.

				

				10 On that day —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				there will be an outcry from the Fish Gate,

				a wailing from the Second District,

				and a loud crashing from the hills.

				11 Wail, you residents of the Hollow,c

				for all the merchantsd will be silenced;

				all those loaded with silver will be cut off.

				

				12 And at that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps

				and punish the men who settle down 
comfortably,e

				who say to themselves:

				The Lord will not do good or evil.

				13 Their wealth will become plunder

				and their houses a ruin.

				They will build houses but never live in them,

				plant vineyards but never drink their wine.  (See Jr #5:Living in Denial.)

				

				14 The great Day of the Lord is near,

				near and rapidly approaching.

				Listen, the Day of the Lord —

				then the warrior's cry is bitter.

				15 That day is a day of wrath,

				a day of trouble and distress,

				a day of destruction and desolation,

				a day of darkness and gloom,

				a day of clouds and blackness,

				16 a day of trumpet blast and battle cry

				against the fortified cities,

				and against the high corner towers.

				17 I will bring distress on mankind,

				and they will walk like the blind

				because they have sinned against the Lord.

				Their blood will be poured out like dust

				and their flesh like dung.

				18 Their silver and their gold

				will not be able to rescue them

				on the day of the Lord's wrath.

				The whole earth will be consumed

				by the fire of His jealousy.

				For He will make a complete,

				yes, a horrifying end

				of all the inhabitants of the earth.

				

	

A Call to Repentance

				2 Gather yourselves together;

				gather together, undesirablef nation,

				2 before the decree takes effect

				and the day passes like chaff,

				before the burning of the Lord's anger 
overtakes you,

				before the day of the Lord's anger overtakes you.

				3 Seek the Lord, all you humble of the earth,

				who carry out what He commands.

				Seek righteousness, seek humility;

				perhaps you will be concealed

				on the day of the Lord's anger.

				A Principle to Live By - Judgment with Compassion
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				#2 When we speak of God's coming judgment, our primary purpose should always be to encourage unrepentant people to come to know the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior.

				Zephaniah shared Jeremiah's grief and sadness when he witnessed his people's rebellion and had to speak words of judgment. Since both prophets lived during a time of renewal, they had hoped that the people would continue to worship God and that His hand of judgment would not fall. Sadly, God's chosen people regressed and once again worshiped false gods and committed horrible acts of immorality. Consequently, Zephaniah had the difficult task of delivering a message of doom and destruction.  (See Jr #9:Total Depravity.)

				On the other hand, Zephaniah also had the privilege of proclaiming a message of hope for those individuals who would"Seek the Lord" and humble themselves before their Creator (Zph 2:3). Though judgment was certainly on its way on Judah as a nation, God could keep individuals from undergoing His sentence of destruction and death.  (See Am #7:Our Salvation Experience.)

				In the New Testament, we have many specific descriptions of the penalty for rejecting the message of Christ's death and resurrection and for continuing in sin. However, in warning people about judgment, we should do so with love and compassion—remembering Paul's words to Titus:

				Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work, to slander no one, to avoid fighting, and to be kind, always showing gentleness to all people. For we too were once foolish, disobedient, deceived, enslaved by various passions and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, detesting one another. But when the goodness of God and His love for mankind appeared, He saved us—not by works of righteousness that we had done, but according to His mercy, through the washing of regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit. (Ti 3:1-5)  (See Ti #6:Motivated by God's Grace.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do you feel when you hear preaching on God's judgment but the message lacks an emphasis on God's compassion?

				

				

	

Judgment against the Nations

				4 For Gaza will be abandoned,

				and Ashkelon will become a ruin.

				Ashdod will be driven out at noon,

				and Ekron will be uprooted.

				5 Woe, inhabitants of the seacoast,

				nation of the Cherethites!

				The word of the Lord is against you,

				Canaan, land of the Philistines:

				I will destroy you until there is no one left.

				6 The seacoast will become pasturelands

				with caves for shepherds and folds for sheep.

				7 The coastland will belong

				to the remnant of the house of Judah;

				they will find pasture there.

				They will lie down in the evening

				among the houses of Ashkelon,

				for the Lord their God will return to them

				and restore their fortunes.

				

				8 I have heard the taunting of Moab

				and the insults of the Ammonites,

				who have taunted My people

				and threatened their territory.

				9 Therefore, as I live —

				this is the declaration of the Lord of •Hosts,

				the God of Israel —

				Moab will be like Sodom

				and the Ammonites like Gomorrah —

				a place overgrown with weeds,

				a salt pit, and a perpetual wasteland.

				The remnant of My people will plunder them;

				the remainder of My nation will dispossess them.

				10 This is what they get for their pride,

				because they have taunted and acted arrogantly

				against the people of the Lord of Hosts.

				11 The Lord will be terrifying to them

				when He starves all the gods of the earth.

				Then all the distant coastlands of the nations

				will bow in worship to Him,

				each in its own place.  (See Is #3: The Messiah's Reign; Is #13: God's Future Plans.)

				

				12 You •Cushites will also be slain by My sword.

				

				13 He will also stretch out His hand against the north

				and destroy Assyria;

				He will make Nineveh a desolate ruin,

				dry as the desert.  (See Nah #1: God's Wrath.)

				14 Herds will lie down in the middle of it,

				every kind of wild animal.g

				Both the desert owlh and the screech owli

				will roost in the capitals of its pillars.

				Their calls will soundj from the window,

				but devastation k will be on the threshold,

				for He will expose the cedar work.l

				15 This is the self-assured city

				that lives in security,

				that thinks to herself:

				I exist, and there is no one else.

				What a desolation she has become,

				a place for wild animals to lie down!

				Everyone who passes by her

				jeersm and shakes his fist.

				

	

Woe to Oppressive Jerusalem

				3 Woe to the city that is rebelliousn and defiled,

				the oppressive city!

				2 She has not obeyed;

				she has not accepted discipline.

				She has not trusted in •Yahweh;

				she has not drawn near to her God.

				3 Theo princes within her are roaring lions;

				her judges are wolves of the night,

				which leave nothing forp the morning.

				4 Her prophets are reckless —

				treacherous men.

				Her priests profane the sanctuary;

				they do violence to instruction.  (See Jr #18: False Prophets; Mc #3: Leadership Integrity.)

				5 The righteous Lord is in her;

				He does no wrong.

				He applies His justice morning by morning;

				He does not fail at dawn,

				yet the one who does wrong knows no shame.

				

				6 I have cut off nations;

				their corner towers are destroyed.

				I have laid waste their streets,

				with no one to pass through.

				Their cities lie devastated,

				without a person, without an inhabitant.  (See Is #17:Prophetic Fulfillment.)

				7 I thought: You will certainly •fear Me

				and accept correction.

				Then her dwelling place q

				would not be cut off

				based on all that I had allocated to her.

				However, they became more corrupt

				in all their actions.

				8 Therefore, wait for Me —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				until the day I rise up for plunder. r

				For My decision is to gather nations,

				to assemble kingdoms,

				in order to pour out My indignation on them,

				all My burning anger;

				for the whole earth will be consumed

				by the fire of My jealousy.

				

				

	

Final Restoration Promised

				9 For I will then restore

				pure speech to the peoples

				so that all of them may call

				on the name of Yahweh

				and serve Him with a single purpose.s

				10 From beyond the rivers of •Cush

				My supplicants, My dispersed people,

				will bring an offering to Me.

				11 On that day you will not be put to shame

				because of everything you have done

				in rebelling against Me.

				For then I will remove

				your proud, arrogant people from among you,

				and you will never again be haughty

				on My holy mountain.

				12 I will leave

				a meek and humble people among you,

				and they will take refuge in the name of Yahweh.

				13 The remnant of Israel will no longer

				do wrong or tell lies;

				a deceitful tongue will not be found

				in their mouths.

				But they will pasture and lie down,

				with nothing to make them afraid.

				

				A Principle to Live By - God's Perspective on Pride
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				#3 We should always demonstrate a deep sense of humility in our walk with God and in our relationships with all people. 

				This is one of the greatest lessons we can learn from God's words of judgment through Zephaniah. God hates pride and will ultimately reveal His wrath against arrogance that leads to idolatry (2:10). For example, Ninevah was obliterated because of pride (2:15). Furthermore, Jerusalem was not exempt from judgment and for the same basic reasons—arrogance and a haughty spirit (3:1-2). However, Zephaniah foretold a time when God will bring spiritual renewal to the remnant of Israel, who will be void of"proud, arrogant," and"haughty" people (3:11-12).  (See Jr #13:Practicing Humility.)

				When Jesus shared the Beatitudes with His disciples, He beautifully captured the essence of humility and how it should be reflected in our walk with God and in our relationship with others. Perhaps He was reflecting on Zephaniah's prophetic words regarding"that day" when He would rule and reign on earth (3:11):

				The poor in spirit are blessed, for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.

				Those who mourn are blessed, for they will be comforted.

				The gentle are blessed, for they will inherit the earth.

				Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness are blessed, for they will be filled.

				The merciful are blessed, for they will be shown mercy. 

				The pure in heart are blessed, for they will see God. 

				The peacemakers are blessed, for they will be called sons of God. 

				Those who are persecuted for righteousness are blessed, for the kingdom of heaven is theirs. (Mt 5:3-10)

				Reflection and Response

				In what practical ways can we demonstrate Christlike humility as members of Christ's body, the church?  (See Eph #8:Walking Worthy.)

				

				

				14 Sing for joy, Daughter •Zion;

				shout loudly, Israel!

				Be glad and rejoice with all your heart,

				Daughter Jerusalem!

				15 The Lord has removed your punishment;

				He has turned back your enemy.

				The King of Israel, Yahweh, is among you;

				you need no longer fear harm.

				16 On that day it will be said to Jerusalem:

				"Do not fear;

				Zion, do not let your hands grow weak.

				17 Yahweh your God is among you,

				a warrior who saves.

				He will rejoice over you with gladness.

				He will bring you quietness t with His love.

				He will delight in you with shouts of joy."

				

				18 I will gather those who have been driven

				from the appointed festivals;

				they will be a tribute from you

				and a reproach on her.u

				19 Yes, at that time

				I will deal with all who afflict you.

				I will save the lame and gather the scattered;

				I will make those who were disgraced

				throughout the earth

				receive praise and fame.

				20 At that time I will bring you back,

				yes, at the time I will gather you.

				I will give you fame and praise

				among all the peoples of the earth,

				when I restore your fortunes before your eyes.

				Yahweh has spoken.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Faithfulness

				[image: Getz0945.png]

				#4 When God has stated that He will do certain things, we can be sure that His words will come true—whether in judgment or in salvation.

				Zephaniah's last statement in this prophetic book captures the essence of this principle:"Yahweh has spoken" (v. 20). What He has said He will do! 

				As with many of the prophets, God gave Zephaniah a short view and a long view in terms of Israel's future. First, the Lord was going to deliver a remnant from Babylonian bondage and bring them back into the land. This happened when they returned under the leadership of Zerubbabel and Ezra.  (See Ezr #1:Our Sovereign God.)

				Zephaniah also prophesied certain events that have not yet been fulfilled, either within the nation of Israel or within the church of Jesus Christ. These prophecies point to a future time when God will regather a remnant in Israel from the ends of the earth and Jesus Christ will rule and reign on the throne of David in Jerusalem (v. 20). It appears this will happen when Christ returns to earth. God will literally fulfill the Abrahamic covenant, with the remnant of Israel occupying the land as God promised (Gn 12:1-7; 13:14-17; 15:17-21; 17:7-8).  (See Is #3:The Messiah's Reign.)

				In addition to these promises to Israel, God has given many promises to both Jews and Gentiles who are saved by faith in Christ (Eph 2:18-22). We have the hope of eternal life and will eventually dwell in the new Jerusalem (Rv 21:1-4). Note Paul's words of hope that apply to all true believers:

				For I am persuaded that not even death or life, angels or rulers, things present or things to come, hostile powers, height or depth, or any other created thing will have the power to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord! (Rm 8:38-39)  (See Rm #16:Security in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of your favorite promises that God has given, and how has He demonstrated His faithfulness to you?

				

				

				
					
						a1:5 Some LXX mss, Syr, Vg; MT, other LXX mss read their king

					

					
						b1:9 Hb obscure

					

					
						c1:11 Or the market district

					

					
						d1:11 Or Canaanites

					

					
						e1:12 Lit who thicken on their dregs

					

					
						f2:1 Or shameless

					

					
						g2:14 Lit every wild animal of a nation

					

					
						h2:14 Or the pelican

					

					
						i2:14 Or the hedgehog

					

					
						j2:14 Lit sing

					

					
						k2:14 LXX, Vg read ravens

					

					
						l2:14 Hb obscure

					

					
						m2:15 Or hisses

					

					
						n3:1 Or filthy

					

					
						o3:3 Lit Her

					

					
						p3:3 Or that had nothing to gnaw in

					

					
						q3:7 LXX, Syr read her eyes

					

					
						r3:8 LXX, Syr read for a witness ; Vg reads up forever

					

					
						s3:9 Lit with one shoulder

					

					
						t3:17 LXX, Syr read He will renew you

					

					
						u3:18 Hb obscure

					

				

			

	

				Haggai

				Author: Haggai

				Date of events: 520 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				In the year 538 b.c., Cyrus issued an edict allowing the Jews in Babylon to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple. Eighteen years later the people had rebuilt their own homes, but the temple was being neglected. The prophet Haggai called on the people and their leaders to reconsider their priorities. Today there is still a temptation to pay attention to our personal comforts at the expense of our various obligations to help build the kingdom of God. We too should correctly prioritize the various aspects of our lives.

				Haggai teaches us principles of setting spiritual priorities

				

				

				Haggai accompanied his exhortation with encouragement, assuring the people that God was with them. As leaders, we should encourage our followers by reminding them that God will reward our faithfulness when we stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 

				Haggai teaches us principles of mutual encouragement

				

				

				Haggai told the people to work diligently, and he also assured them that God would support them. Their human efforts would be multiplied through God's strength. As Christians, we must not rely solely on human effort, putting our faith in our own strength. On the other hand, we should not excuse plain laziness in the name of divine sovereignty. A well-developed Christian life calls for a balance of human effort and divine sovereignty. 

				Haggai teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles In Haggai

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-4

							
								
								#1: Leadership 
Responsibility

							
								
								Spiritual leaders in the church are to both model and teach the will of God.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:5-11

							
								
								#2: Eternal Rewards

							
								
								To store up treasures in heaven, we must make it a priority to build God's eternal kingdom with our material possessions.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								1:12–2:5

							
								
								#3: The Human and Divine

							
								
								To carry out our biblical tasks, we are to draw on God's supernatural strength but at the same time use our God-given abilities.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:6-23

							
								
								#4: Building God's Church

							
								
								When spiritual leaders become discouraged, they should envision the day when God's spiritual temple is completed and transformed into the image of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

							
								
								4

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Haggai

				Command to Rebuild the Temple

				1 In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, the word of the Lord came through Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, the governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest:

				2 "The Lord of •Hosts says this: These people say: The time has not come for the house of the Lord to be rebuilt."

				3 The word of the Lord came through Haggai the prophet: 4 "Is it a time for you yourselves to live in your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins?" 

				A Principle to Live By - Leadership Responsibility

				[image: Getz0946.png]

				#1 Spiritual leaders in the church are to both model and teach the will of God.

				When Cyrus became king of Persia the Lord directed him to issue a proclamation to encourage the Jews to return to their land and to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem. Nearly 50,000 returned under the leadership of Zerubbabel and Joshua the high priest (Ezr 2:2,64-65).  (See Is #33:God's Sovereignty.)

				Helped by generous freewill offerings, the remnant zealously began to rebuild the temple (Ezr 2:68-69), and they soon finished laying the foundation (Ezr 3:10-11). However, at that point they faced serious opposition, and they were forced to stop the building process (Ezr 4:23).

				As a result, they began to focus on themselves, accumulating material possessions and building their own residences. They lost sight of God's edict through Cyrus to rebuild the temple, using the initial opposition as an excuse to avoid carrying out God's revealed will (Hg 1:2). Thus God once again issued a declaration to rebuild the temple, this time through the prophet Haggai.  (See Zch #1:True Spirituality.)

				It's not accidental that"the word of the Lord came through Haggai" first and foremost"to Zerubbabel" and"to Joshua" (v. 1). Though the message was for the thousands who had returned from captivity, they needed both direction and an example from their primary spiritual leaders. This has been God's consistent plan both for Israel and for the church. Paul modeled this principle in his church planting ministry (1Th 2:10-12) and in turn instructed Timothy to do the same in establishing churches (1Tm 4:11). This is also why Paul outlined so specifically the qualifications for church leaders in his Pastoral Epistles.  (See 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity; 1Tm #10: Modeling Godliness.)

				Reflection and Response

				What happens in churches where leaders do not model what they teach?

				

				5 Now, the Lord of Hosts says this:"Think carefully abouta your ways:

				

				6 You have planted much

				but harvested little.

				You eat

				but never have enough to be satisfied.

				You drink

				but never have enough to become drunk.

				You put on clothes

				but never have enough to get warm.

				The wage earner puts his wages

				into a bag with a hole in it."

				

				7 The Lord of Hosts says this:"Think carefully aboutb your ways. 8 Go up into the hills, bring down lumber, and build the house. Then I will be pleased with it and be glorified," says the Lord. 9 "You expected much, but then it amounted to little. When you brought the harvest to your house, I ruinedc it. Why?" This is the declaration of the Lord of Hosts."Because My house still lies in ruins, while each of you is busy with his own house.

				

				10 So on your account,d

				the skies have withheld the dew

				and the land its crops.

				11 I have summoned a drought

				on the fields and the hills,

				on the grain, new wine, olive oil,

				and whatever the ground yields,

				on man and beast,

				and on all that your hands produce."

				A Principle to Live By - Eternal Rewards

				[image: Getz0947.png]

				#2 To store up treasures in heaven, we must make it a priority to build God's eternal kingdom with our material possessions.

				The key exhortation in this prophetic message is stated twice:"Think carefully about your ways" (vv. 5,7). God was withholding material blessings because His people were living disobedient lives—they were building beautiful homes to live in and not constructing the temple as God had directed. Consequently, they were experiencing some of the curses for disobedience relating to their agricultural endeavors as outlined by Moses (Dt 28:23,38-40). (See Dt #29:Blessings and Curses.)

				It's important to understand that the blessings for obedience and the curses for disobedience related specifically to Israel as a nation. What then is the supracultural principle today that comes from this Old Testament event? Clearly, we will forfeit eternal rewards when we put our own needs first rather than concentrating on building God's eternal kingdom. Jesus made this point in the Sermon on the Mount: 

				Don't collect for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal. But collect for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves don't break in and steal. . . . So don't worry, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear?" . . . But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be provided for you. (Mt 6:19-20,31,33)  (See Mt #15:Eternal Treasures.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though the emphasis in the New Testament is on eternal rewards, what are some of the benefits and blessings we forfeit in the here and now for not putting God and others first?  (See 2Co #16:Guidelines for Generosity.)

				

				

	

The People's Response

				12 Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, the high priest Joshua son of Jehozadak, and the entire remnant of the people obeyed the voice of the Lord their God and the words of the prophet Haggai, because the Lord their God had sent him. So the people •feared the Lord.

				13 Haggai, the Lord's messenger, delivered the Lord's message to the people,"I am with you" — this is the Lord's declaration.

				14 The Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, the spirit of the high priest Joshua son of Jehozadak, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people. They began work on the house of •Yahweh of Hosts, their God, 15 on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month, in the second year of King Darius.

				

	

Encouragement and Promise

				2 On the twenty-first day of the seventh month, the word of the Lord came through Haggai the prophet: 2 "Speak to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, to the high priest Joshua son of Jehozadak, and to the remnant of the people: 3 Who is left among you who saw this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Doesn't it seem like nothing to you?e 4 Even so, be strong, Zerubbabel" — this is the Lord's declaration."Be strong, Joshua son of Jehozadak, high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land" — this is the Lord's declaration."Work! For I am with you" — the declaration of the Lord of •Hosts. 5 "This is the promise I made to you when you came out of Egypt, and My Spirit is present among you; don't be afraid."

				A Principle to Live By - The Human and Divine

				[image: Getz0948.png]

				#3 To carry out our biblical tasks, we are to draw on God's supernatural strength but at the same time use our God-given abilities.

				Because of the word of the Lord that came to them through Haggai, the children of Israel responded in obedience. They worked hard, even seeking permission from Darius to continue the work (Ezr 6:8). At the same time, they relied on God's strength through His Holy Spirit (Hg 2:4-5). Ezra recorded that the temple"was completed on the third day of the month of Adar in the sixth year of the reign of King Darius" (Ezr 6:14-15).  (See Neh #3:Balancing the Divine and Human.)

				We see this same balance in the New Testament between taking responsibility and drawing on God's supernatural resources. After exhorting the Ephesians to"walk worthy" of their calling in Christ (Eph 4:1), Paul concluded his letter with these words:

				Finally, be strengthened by the Lord and by His vast strength. Put on the full armor of God so that you can stand against the tactics of the Devil. For our battle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the world powers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavens. This is why you must take up the full armor of God, so that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and having prepared everything, to take your stand. (Eph 6:10-13)  (See Eph #8:Walking Worthy.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to become imbalanced in living out God's will for our lives?  (See Gn #49:The Human and Divine.)

				

				6 For the Lord of Hosts says this:"Once more, in a little while, I am going to shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land.7 I will shake all the nations so that the treasures of all the nations will come, and I will fill this house with glory," says the Lord of Hosts. 8 "The silver and gold belong to Me" — this is the declaration of the Lord of Hosts. 9 "The final glory of this housef will be greater than the first," says the Lord of Hosts."I will provide peace in this place" — this is the declaration of the Lord of Hosts.

				

	

From Deprivation to Blessing

				10 On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to Haggai the prophet: 11 "This is what the Lord of Hosts says: Ask the priests for a ruling. 12 If a man is carrying consecrated meat in the fold of his garment, and it touches bread, stew, wine, oil, or any other food, does it become holy?"

				The priests answered,"No."

				13 Then Haggai asked,"If someone defiled by contact with a corpse touches any of these, does it become defiled?"

				The priests answered,"It becomes defiled."

				14 Then Haggai replied,"So is this people, and so is this nation before Me" — this is the Lord's declaration."And so is every work of their hands; even what they offer there is defiled.

				15 "Now, reflect back from this day: Before one stone was placed on another in the Lord's temple, 16 what state were you in?g When someone came to a grain heap of 20 measures, it only amounted to 10; when one came to the winepress to dip 50 measures from the vat, it only amounted to 20. 17 I struck you — all the work of your hands — with blight, mildew, and hail, but you didn't turn to Me" — this is the Lord's declaration. 18 "Consider carefully from this day forward; from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, from the day the foundation of the Lord's temple was laid; consider it carefully. 19 Is there still seed left in the granary? The vine, the fig, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have not yet produced. But from this day on I will bless you."

				

	

Promise to Zerubbabel

				20 The word of the Lord came to Haggai a second time on the twenty-fourth day of the month: 21 "Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah: I am going to shake the heavens and the earth.22 I will overturn royal thrones and destroy the power of the Gentile kingdoms. I will overturn chariots and their riders. Horses and their riders will fall, each by his brother's sword. 23 On that day" — this is the declaration of the Lord of Hosts —"I will take you, Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, My servant" — this is the Lord's declaration —"and make you like My signet ring, for I have chosen you." This is the declaration of the Lord of Hosts.

				A Principle to Live By - Building God's Church

				[image: Getz0949.png]

				#4 When spiritual leaders become discouraged, they should envision the day when God's spiritual temple is completed and transformed into the image of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

				As Haggai concluded his final message, the Lord instructed him to address Zerubbabel, who evidently had the awesome responsibility to make sure the temple was completed. Though Zerubbabel may not have understood all that God was declaring at that moment, he must have comprehended enough to realize that this task was only part of something far greater in God's ultimate plans for Israel.

				From our vantage point, we now know Haggai was seeing beyond this post-exilic temple to a future temple whose glory would be far greater (v. 9). Furthermore, since Zerubbabel was heir to the throne of David, he foreshadowed the Messiah who would in that future day rule and reign from David's throne in Jerusalem. This glorious truth probably never entered Zerubbabel's mind, but he must have been greatly encouraged when the Lord said," 'I will take you, Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, My servant'—this is the Lord's declaration—'and make you like My signet ring, for I have chosen you'" (v. 23).  (See Is #3:The Messiah's Reign.)

				Today, those who lead the church are engaged in an awesome task of helping build"a holy sanctuary in the Lord"—the body of Christ (Eph 2:21). As shepherds of God's flock, at least two scriptural promises should provide motivation and encouragement. First, Peter reminded all faithful spiritual leaders,"when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory" (1Pt 5:1-4). Second, all spiritual leaders should keep their eyes on what the church will someday be when all true believers are presented to Jesus Christ as His perfect bride (Rv 19:6-8). Though the task is often daunting and difficult and imperfectly carried out, Jesus Christ will complete His glorious work when we see Him"face to face" (1Co 13:12).  (See Ps #43:The Bride of Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				How did Paul illustrate this principle regarding the future bride of Christ when he wrote to the Thessalonians? (See 1Th 2:19.)

				

				

				
					
						a1:5 Lit Place your heart on

					

					
						b1:7 Lit Place your heart on

					

					
						c1:9 Lit blew on

					

					
						d1:10 Or So above you

					

					
						e2:3 Lit Is it not in your eyes?

					

					
						f2:9 Or The glory of this latter house

					

					
						g2:16 Hb obscure

					

				

			

	

				Zechariah

				Author: Zechariah

				Date of events: 520–518 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				Zechariah wrote the longest book among the Minor Prophets. He was a contemporary of Haggai, bringing God's message to the Jews who had returned from Babylon to Judah. While Haggai focused on rebuilding the temple, Zechariah focused on the nation's relationship with God. He pointed out that the Jews were sometimes merely performing religious rituals, but not really worshiping God from the heart. If they wanted to avoid the punishment their ancestors had experienced, they needed to repent. 

				Zechariah teaches us principles of heartfelt, relational worship

				

				

				At the very beginning of the book, God gave the Jews a command and a promise through Zechariah: Return to Me, and I will return to you. God also warned that if they did not listen to Him, He would not listen to them. But ultimately, God portrayed a future time when Zion, Jerusalem, and Judah would be faithful to Him, would live in peace, and would be the envy of the other nations. Such a glorious event has not yet come to pass, but it certainly will in the end. All of Israel and Judah will turn to the Messiah, God will change them from the inside out, and Jesus will rule and reign in Jerusalem over the whole earth. 

				Zechariah teaches us principles of history's culmination

				

				

				Five hundred years before it happened, Zechariah predicted that the Messiah would be a victorious King, but"humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey." He foresaw the 30 pieces of silver Judas was paid to betray Jesus and the spear thrust into Jesus' side at the crucifixion. These remarkable details show that the Holy Spirit, the Author of Scripture, is able to reveal the future to His human scribes. They show that Jesus precisely fulfilled the prophecies about the Messiah. And they give us confidence that the other predictions of Scripture will certainly come true. Thus, we can know that someday we will meet the Lord in the air and then always be with Him!

				Zechariah teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in Zechariah

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-6

							
								
								#1: True Spirituality

							
								
								We are to develop a personal and heart relationship with God, not simply an outward expression of our beliefs.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:7-17

							
								
								#2: The Incarnation

							
								
								We must never compromise the divine truth that, in order to provide for our eternal salvation, God became a man and dwelled among us.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								3:1-10

							
								
								#3: Walking Worthy

							
								
								Since we have been chosen by God and saved by grace through faith, we are responsible to live in His revealed will.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								5:1–6:8

							
								
								#4: The Impact of Sin

							
								
								Because sin is a universal disease that separates all people from God, to enter His presence we must confess our sins and receive forgiveness by believing in Christ's death and resurrection.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								6:9-15

							
								
								#5: The Family of God

							
								
								As members of God's spiritual family, we are to participate in building God's holy temple until Jesus Christ returns.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								7:1-14

							
								
								#6: Reality Not Ritual

							
								
								We should evaluate both our past and present religious rituals and human relationships to determine our true heart motives.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								8:1-23

							
								
								#7: Vital Relationships

							
								
								We are to live in proper relationship with our fellow believers so we will have joyful and fulfilling relationships with God. 

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								9:9

							
								
								#8: A Humble Servant

							
								
								Though a day is coming when the Lord Jesus Christ will rule and reign as King of kings, we are to imitate His life as a humble servant when He came the first time.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								9:16–11:17

							
								
								#9: Good Shepherds

							
								
								Though Jesus Christ will someday be the Shepherd-King over Israel, as spiritual leaders in the church we are to follow His example as shepherd-servants.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								12:10–13:1

							
								
								#10: The Blood of Christ

							
								
								Whether we are Jews or Gentiles, in order to be saved we must personally and sincerely believe that Jesus Christ died and shed His blood to wash away our sins.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								13:2-9

							
								
								#11: The Great 
Commission

							
								
								As the church of Jesus Christ, we must diligently fulfill our responsibilities to carry out the Great Commission until Christ comes again.

							
								
								11

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Zechariah

				A Plea for Repentance

				1 In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to the prophet Zechariah son of Berechiah, son of Iddo: 2 "The Lord was extremely angry with your ancestors. 3 So tell the people: This is what the Lord of •Hosts says: Return to Me" — this is the declaration of the Lord of Hosts —"and I will return to you, says the Lord of Hosts. 4 Do not be like your ancestors; the earlier prophets proclaimed to them: This is what the Lord of Hosts says: Turn from your evil ways and your evil deeds. But they did not listen or pay attention to Me" — this is the Lord's declaration. 5 "Where are your ancestors now? And do the prophets live forever? 6 But didn't My words and My statutes that I commanded My servants the prophets overtake your ancestors? They repented and said: As the Lord of Hosts purposed to deal with us for our ways and deeds, so He has dealt with us."

				A Principle to Live By - True Spirituality

				[image: Getz0950.png]

				#1 We are to develop a personal and heart relationship with God, not simply an outward expression of our beliefs. 

				Zechariah was one of the 50,000 Jews who returned from Babylonian captivity along with Zerubbabel, Joshua, and his fellow prophet Haggai. Haggai may have been among those taken into captivity when Solomon's temple was destroyed in 586 b.c., whereas Zechariah was probably born during the captivity. Haggai's prophecies focused on rebuilding the temple, and Zechariah focused on rebuilding the remnant's spiritual lives so they could worship God with pure and righteous hearts.  (See Hg #1:Leadership Responsibility.)

				When Zechariah delivered his first prophecy, the remnant had already responded to Haggai's message to continue to rebuild the temple (Hg 1:12). However, Zechariah was very concerned that their response should be from their hearts and not simply a show of outward repentance as happened so often to their ancestors (Zch 1:6). Consequently, he exhorted them to look back at what happened when their forefathers cried out to God in their distress. After the Lord had heard their prayers, they regressed again and again to their idolatrous and immoral behavior. Zechariah's message is clear. God said,"Return to Me"—not just to the land. And if they did, God said,"I will return to you" (v. 3). 

				Centuries later, James was concerned about this very same issue. He wrote,

				Therefore, submit to God. But resist the Devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, sinners, and purify your hearts, double-minded people! (Jms 4:7-8)  (See Jms #10:Humility versus Pride.)

				Reflection and Response

				What must Christians do to maintain a close relationship with the Lord in a culture that is becoming more and more sinful?  (See 2Tm #8:Standing Firm on Scripture.)

				

				The Night Visions

				7 On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, which is the month of Shebat, in the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to the prophet Zechariah son of Berechiah, son of Iddo:

				

	

First Vision: Horsemen

				8 I looked out in the night and saw a man riding on a red horse. He was standing among the myrtle trees in the valley. Behind him were red, sorrel, and white horses. 9 I asked,"What are these, my lord?"

				The angel who was talking to me replied,"I will show you what they are."

				10 Then the man standing among the myrtle trees explained,"They are the ones the Lord has sent to patrol the earth."

				11 They reported to the Angel of the Lord standing among the myrtle trees,"We have patrolled the earth, and right now the whole earth is calm and quiet."

				12 Then the Angel of the Lord responded,"How long, Lord of Hosts, will You withhold mercy from Jerusalem and the cities of Judah that You have been angry with these 70 years?" 13 The Lord replied with kind and comforting words to the angel who was speaking with me.

				14 So the angel who was speaking with me said,"Proclaim: The Lord of Hosts says: I am extremely jealous for Jerusalem and •Zion. 15 I am fiercely angry with the nations that are at ease, for I was a little angry, but they made it worse. 16 Therefore, this is what the Lord says: In mercy, I have returned to Jerusalem; My house will be rebuilt within it" — this is the declaration of the Lord of Hosts —"and a measuring line will be stretched out over Jerusalem.

				17 "Proclaim further: This is what the Lord of Hosts says: My cities will again overflow with prosperity; the Lord will once more comfort Zion and again choose Jerusalem."

				A Principle to Live By - The Incarnation
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				#2 We must never compromise the divine truth that, in order to provide for our eternal salvation, God became a man and dwelled among us. 

				Three months after Zechariah's first prophecy, the Lord appeared to him one night (February 15, 519 b.c.) in a series of eight visions (1:7–6:15). Within these visions there is a general pattern:

				
						an introduction,

						what is seen,

						Zechariah's question, and

						an explanation.

				

				It is not a coincidence that in the very first vision, Zechariah encountered an Old Testament manifestation of the Lord Jesus Christ. He appeared as the"Angel of the Lord" and is actually identified in the very same context as"the Lord" Himself (1:12-13; see also 3:2). This is not a reference to"the angel" who was interpreting this vision but rather to the Second Person of the Trinity. The"Angel of the Lord" was one with God and yet distinct from God. 

				Centuries earlier, there was a similar preincarnate manifestation of Jesus Christ. Abraham was seated at the entrance of his tent and"the Lord appeared" to him (Gn 18:1). He verified that Sarah would conceive and bear a son in her old age (Gn 18:9-15). Here again was an Old Testament manifestation of the preincarnate Christ.

				These magnificent manifestations are directly related to the Abrahamic Covenant, where God promised this ancient patriarch that through his seed"all the peoples on earth will be blessed" (Gn 12:3). That seed was and is the Lord Jesus Christ (Gl 3:16), who is the focus in God's redemptive plan from Genesis to Revelation. John explained the grand culmination of His plan when God became one of us through the virgin birth:

				In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. . . . The Word became flesh and took up residence among us. We observed His glory, the glory as the One and Only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. . . . No one has ever seen God. The One and Only Son—the One who is at the Father's side—He has revealed Him. (Jn 1:1,14,18)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so important to believe that Jesus Christ was truly God in human flesh?  (See Jn #2:The Deity of Christ.)

				

				

	

Second Vision: Four Horns and Craftsmen

				18 a Then I looked up and saw four •horns. 19 So I asked the angel who was speaking with me,"What are these?"

				And he said to me,"These are the horns that scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem."

				20 Then the Lord showed me four craftsmen. 21 I asked,"What are they coming to do?"

				He replied,"These are the horns that scattered Judah so no one could raise his head. These craftsmen have come to terrify them, to cut off the horns of the nations that raised their horns against the land of Judah to scatter it."  (See Nm #31:Our Sovereign God.)

				

	

Third Vision: Surveyor

				2b I looked up and saw a man with a measuring line in his hand. 2 I asked,"Where are you going?"

				He answered me,"To measure Jerusalem to determine its width and length."

				3 Then the angel who was speaking with me went out, and another angel went out to meet him. 4 He said to him,"Run and tell this young man: Jerusalem will be inhabited without walls because of the number of people and livestock in it." 5 The declaration of the Lord:"I will be a wall of fire around it, and I will be the glory within it."

				6 "Get up! Leave the land of the north" — this is the Lord's declaration —"for I have scattered you like the four winds of heaven" — this is the Lord's declaration. 7 "Go, •Zion! Escape, you who are living with Daughter Babylon." 8 For the Lord of •Hosts says this:"He has sent Mec for His glory against the nations who are plundering you, for anyone who touches you touches the pupild of His e eye. 9 I will move against them with Myf power, and they will become plunder for their own servants. Then you will know that the Lord of Hosts has sent Me.g

				10 "Daughter Zion, shout for joy and be glad, for I am coming to dwell among you" — this is the Lord's declaration. 11 "Many nations will join themselves to the Lord on that day and become My h people. I will dwell among you, and you will know that the Lord of Hosts has sent Mei to you. 12 The Lord will take possession of Judah as His portion in the Holy Land, and He will once again choose Jerusalem. 13 Let all people be silent before the Lord, for He is coming from His holy dwelling."  (See Jl #5:God's Chosen People.)

				

	

Fourth Vision: High Priest and Branch

				3 Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of the Lord, with Satanj standing at his right side to accuse him. 2 The Lord k said to Satan:"The Lord rebuke you, Satan! May the Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Isn't this man a burning stick snatched from the fire?"

				3 Now Joshua was dressed with filthy clothes as he stood before the Angel.4 So the Angel of the Lordl spoke to those standing before Him,"Take off his filthy clothes!" Then He said to him,"See, I have removed your •guilt from you, and I will clothe you with splendid robes."

				5 Then I said,"Let them put a •clean turban on his head." So a clean turban was placed on his head, and they clothed him in garments while the Angel of the Lord was standing nearby.

				6 Then the Angel of the Lord charged Joshua: 7 "This is what theLord of •Hosts says: If you walk in My ways and keep My instructions, you will both rule My house and take care of My courts; I will also grant you access among these who are standing here.

				8 "Listen, Joshua the high priest, you and your colleagues sitting before you; indeed, these men are a sign that I am about to bring My servant, the Branch. 9 Notice the stone I have set before Joshua; on that one stone are seven eyes. I will engrave an inscription on it" — this is the declaration of the Lord of Hosts —"and I will take away the guilt of this land in a single day. 10 On that day, each of you will invite his neighbor to sit under his vine and fig tree." This is the declaration of the Lord of Hosts.

				A Principle to Live By - Walking Worthy

				[image: Getz0952.png]

				#3 Since we have been chosen by God and saved by grace through faith, we are responsible to live in His revealed will.

				Zechariah's fourth vision demonstrates Christ's deity even more specifically. Here the"Angel of the Lord" is identified several times as the Lord Himself (vv. 2,6-7). 

				We also have a beautiful Old Testament picture of salvation by grace through faith that in turn results in good works. Joshua was the high priest in Israel. Satan probably accused Joshua of being unworthy to stand before God and represent the people of Israel. However, the Lord invalidated the charge by announcing that He had chosen Joshua as one of His own, and He immediately ordered that His"filthy clothes" be removed and replaced with"splendid robes" (vv. 3-4). With this symbolic act, the Lord demonstrated that He had removed Joshua's guilt.

				The Lord then charged this redeemed man to walk in the will of God as he fulfilled his priestly role. He was to demonstrate with his life that he was one of God's chosen vessels (v. 7).

				What a beautiful picture of what happens when by faith we respond to God's grace and He chooses us to be His children. Like Joshua, we have been"snatched from the fire" (v. 2; cp. Jd 23), and we are no longer clothed in unrighteousness but in Christ's righteousness—"we have been declared righteous by faith" (Rm 5:1). Now that we are redeemed by Christ's blood (Eph 1:7), we are to"walk worthy of the calling" we have received (Eph 4:1; see also Zch 3:7; Eph 2:8-10), being more and more conformed to Christ's likeness until that day we will be presented to"the Lamb," clothed in"fine linen . . . bright and pure," which represents our"righteous acts" (Rv 19:7-8).  (See Rm #21:Christ-Centered Worship.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does this fourth vision also picture Jesus Christ as our great high priest?  (See Heb #8:Our Great High Priest.)

				

				

	

Fifth Vision: Gold Lampstand

				4 The angel who was speaking with me then returned and roused me as one awakened out of sleep. 2 He asked me,"What do you see?"

				I replied,"I see a solid gold lampstand there with a bowl on its top. It has seven lamps on it and seven channels for each ofm the lamps on its top. 3 There are also two olive trees beside it, one on the right of the bowl and the other on its left."

				4 Then I asked the angel who was speaking with me,"What are these, my lord?"

				5 "Don't you know what they are?" replied the angel who was speaking with me.

				I said,"No, my lord."

				6 So he answered me,"This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: 'Not by strength or by might, but by My Spirit,' says the Lord of •Hosts. 7 'What are you, great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become a plain. And he will bring out the capstone accompanied by shouts of: Grace, grace to it! '"  (See Hg #3:The Human and Divine.)

				8 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 9 "Zerubbabel's hands have laid the foundation of this house, and his hands will complete it. Then you will know that the Lord of Hosts has sent me to you. 10 For who scorns the day of small things? These seven eyes of the Lord, which scan throughout the whole earth, will rejoice when they see the plumb linen in Zerubbabel's hand."

				11 I asked him,"What are the two olive trees on the right and left of the lampstand?" 12 And I questioned him further,"What are the two olive branches beside the two gold conduits, from which golden oil pours out?"

				13 Then he inquired of me,"Don't you know what these are?"

				"No, my lord," I replied.

				14 "These are the two anointed ones," he said,"who stand by the Lord of the whole earth."  (See Rv #22:Prophetic Warnings.)

				

	

Sixth Vision: Flying Scroll

				5 I looked up again and saw a flying scroll. 2 "What do you see?" he asked me.

				"I see a flying scroll," I replied,"30 feeto long and 15 feetp wide."

				3 Then he said to me,"This is the curse that is going out over the whole land, for every thief will be removed according to what is written on one side, and everyone who swears falsely will be removed according to what is written on the other side. 4 I will send it out," — this is the declaration of the Lord of •Hosts —"and it will enter the house of the thief and the house of the one who swears falsely by My name. It will stay inside his house and destroy it along with its timbers and stones."

				

	

Seventh Vision: Woman in the Basket

				5 Then the angel who was speaking with me came forward and told me,"Look up and see what this is that is approaching."

				6 So I asked,"What is it?"

				He responded,"It's a measuring basketq that is approaching." And he continued,"This is their iniquity r in all the land." 7 Then a lead cover was lifted, and there was a woman sitting inside the basket.8 "This is Wickedness," he said. He shoved her down into the basket and pushed the lead weight over its opening. 9 Then I looked up and saw two women approaching with the wind in their wings. Their wings were like those of a stork, and they lifted up the basket between earth and sky.

				10 So I asked the angel who was speaking with me,"Where are they taking the basket?"

				11 "To build a shrine for it in the land of •Shinar," he told me."When that is ready, the basket will be placed there on its pedestal."

				

	

Eighth Vision: Four Chariots

				6 Then I looked up again and saw four chariots coming from between two mountains. And the mountains were made of bronze. 2 The first chariot had red horses, the second chariot black horses, 3 the third chariot white horses, and the fourth chariot dappled horses — all strong horses. 4 So I inquired of the angel who was speaking with me,"What are these, my lord?"

				5 The angel told me,"These are the four spiritss of heaven going out after presenting themselves to the Lord of the whole earth. 6 The one with the black horses is going to the land of the north, the white horses are going after them, but the dappled horses are going to the land of the south." 7 As the strong horses went out, they wanted to go patrol the earth, and the Lord said,"Go, patrol the earth." So they patrolled the earth. 8 Then He summoned me saying,"See, those going to the land of the north have pacified My Spirit in the northern land."

				A Principle to Live By - The Impact of Sin

				[image: Getz0953.png]

				#4 Because sin is a universal disease that separates all people from God, to enter His presence we must confess our sins and receive forgiveness by believing in Christ's death and resurrection. 

				Zechariah's visions six through eight have to do with sin and evil in the world and how it has impacted both Jews and Gentiles. Because"all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Rm 3:23), and because God is holy and cannot tolerate sin, He must judge sinners. 

				
						The"flying scroll" illustrates God's judgment on the wicked in Israel (Zch 5:1-4). 

						The"measuring basket" illustrates God's removal of wickedness within Israel, possibly referring to the Lord's new covenant with His people when Jesus Christ returns to earth (5:5-11; Jr 31:31-34). 

						The"four chariots" illustrate God's judgment on the wicked throughout the Gentile world (Zch 6:1-8). 

				

				Some of what Zechariah saw in these three visions has already been fulfilled, but many of these events are yet future. God will create a clean heart in all Israel, which has not yet happened. He will indeed judge the nations of the world in a way that has never happened. He will then rule and reign from David's throne in Jerusalem.  (See Is #13:God's Future Plans.)

				When Christ came the first time, He came to be the suffering Savior—to die for the sins of the world—enabling both Jews and Gentiles who become true believers to experience the new birth (Jn 3:1-8). Since"the wages of sin is death" (Rm 6:23), God provided a covering for our sins through the blood of Christ and sealed all who received this gift of life with His Holy Spirit (Eph 1:13-14). Consequently, we are able to enter the very presence of God through our great high priest, the Lord Jesus Christ (Heb 4:14-16).  (See Eph #2:Our Position in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though God has unique plans for Israel and for the church, why is it important to understand and apply God's principles from both? 

				

				

	

Crowning of the Branch

				9 The word of the Lord came to me: 10 "Take an offering from the exiles, from Heldai, Tobijah, and Jedaiah, who have arrived from Babylon, and go that same day to the house of Josiah son of Zephaniah. 11 Take silver and gold, make crowns and place them on the head of Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest. 12 You are to tell him: This is what the Lord of •Hosts says: Here is a man whose name is Branch; He will branch out from His place and build the Lord's temple. 13 Yes, He will build the Lord's temple; He will be clothed in splendor and will sit on His throne and rule. There will also be a priest on His throne, and there will be peaceful counsel between the two of them. 14 The crown will reside in the Lord's temple as a memorial to Heldai, Tobijah, Jedaiah, and Hen son of Zephaniah. 15 People who are far off will come and build the Lord's temple, and you will know that the Lord of Hosts has sent Me to you. This will happen when you fully obey the Lord your God."

				A Principle to Live By - The Family of God
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				#5 As members of God's spiritual family, we are to participate in building God's holy temple until Jesus Christ returns.

				This is one of the most significant messianic passages in the Old Testament. Clearly Joshua, the immediate subject, represents a glorious future priest-king who will literally"build the Lord's temple" and"will be clothed in splendor and will sit on His throne and rule" (v. 13). This can be none other than the Lord Jesus Christ, who will fulfill this prophecy after He returns to earth.  (See Ezk #36:Reflecting God's Glory.)

				In the meantime, Jesus' desire is to rule in our hearts. He came the first time to build a spiritual temple. The apostle Peter described this temple using Old Testament terminology to graphically illustrate this dynamic organism:

				You yourselves, as living stones, are being built into a spiritual house for a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ . . . But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of the One who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. (1Pt 2:5,9)  (See 1Pt #5:A Holy People.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul's metaphor of the human body illustrate our part in building God's living temple?  (See Eph #9:Building Up One Another.)

				

				

	

Disobedience and Fasting

				7 In the fourth year of King Darius, the word of the Lord came to Zechariah on the fourth day of the ninth month, which is Chislev. 2 Now the people of Bethel had sent Sharezer, Regem-melech, and their men to plead for the Lord's favor 3 by asking the priests who were at the house of the Lord of •Hosts as well as the prophets,"Should we mourn and fast in the fifth month as we have done these many years?"

				4 Then the word of the Lord of Hosts came to me: 5 "Ask all the people of the land and the priests: When you fasted and lamented in the fifth and in the seventh months for these 70 years, did you really fast for Me?6 When you eat and drink, don't you eat and drink simply for yourselves? 7 Aren't these the words that the Lord proclaimed through the earlier prophets when Jerusalem was inhabited and secure,t along with its surrounding cities, and when the southern region and the Judean foothills were inhabited?"

				8 The word of the Lord came to Zechariah: 9 "The Lord of Hosts says this: Make fair decisions. Show faithful love and compassion to one another. 10 Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the foreigner or the poor, and do not plot evil in your hearts against one another. 11 But they refused to pay attention and turned a stubborn shoulder; they closed their ears so they could not hear. 12 They made their hearts like a rock so as not to obey the law or the words that the Lord of Hosts had sent by His Spirit through the earlier prophets. Therefore great anger came from the Lord of Hosts. 13 Just as He had called, and they would not listen, so when they called, I would not listen," says the Lord of Hosts. 14 "I scattered them with a windstorm over all the nations that had not known them, and the land was left desolate behind them, with no one coming or going. They turned a pleasant land into a desolation."

				A Principle to Live By - Reality Not Ritual
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				#6 We should evaluate both our past and present religious rituals and human relationships to determine our true heart motives.

				Approximately two years after receiving the night visions, Zechariah gave four messages he had received from the Lord. These messages were prompted by some men who asked whether or not they should continue the regular fast that had been instituted when Jerusalem was destroyed by the Babylonians.

				The Lord's first two messages addressed a much bigger issue in the lives of the Israelites: their behavior before, during, and after the 70-year captivity. Their fasts and their feasts were purely ritualistic and self-serving (v. 6). Furthermore, they had been horribly selfish and lacked"faithful love and compassion to one another" (v. 9). God therefore allowed His judgment to come on His people (v. 14). 

				When Paul wrote to the Corinthian church, he had to address some similar issues. Though they claimed to be followers of Jesus Christ, they were woefully immature and living sinful lives. They even allowed pagan rituals to become a part of their communion service. Paul summarized their sinful actions:

				
						They were impatient, unkind, and envious (cp. 1Co 3:3).

						They were demonstrating the opposite of love with their boastful and arrogant attitudes (cp. 1Co 3:21; 4:18). 

						They were rude and self-seeking (cp. 1Co 11:20-21). 

						They were having public disputes in courts of law (cp. 1Co 6:1,6).

						They were approving immoral behavior (cp. 1Co 5:1-2; 6:15,20). 

						They were causing weaker Christians to stumble (cp. 1Co 8:9).

				

				Paul concluded this list of sins by encouraging the Corinthians to pursue faith, hope, and love, but especially love (1Co 13:13).  (See 1Co #26:The Way of Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				If the Lord sent a direct message today to many churches who claim to be followers of Jesus Christ, what would He say?

				

				

	

Obedience and Feasting

				8 The word of the Lord of •Hosts came: 2 "The Lord of Hosts says this: I am extremely jealous for •Zion; I am jealous for her with great wrath." 3 The Lord says this:"I will return to Zion and live in Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem will be called the Faithful City, the mountain of the Lord of Hosts, and the Holy Mountain." 4 The Lord of Hosts says this:"Old men and women will again sit along the streets of Jerusalem, each with a staff in hand because of advanced age. 5 The streets of the city will be filled with boys and girls playing in them." 6 The Lord of Hosts says this:"Though it may seem incredible to the remnant of this people in those days, should it also seem incredible to Me?" — this is the declaration of the Lord of Hosts. 7 The Lord of Hosts says this:"I will save My people from the land of the east and the land of the west. 8 I will bring them back to live in Jerusalem. They will be My people, and I will be their faithful and righteous God."  (See Is #19:God's Peace.)

				9 The Lord of Hosts says this:"Let your hands be strong, you who now hear these words that the prophets spoke when the foundations were laid for the rebuilding of the temple, the house of the Lord of Hosts. 10 For prior to those days neither man nor beast had wages. There was no safety from the enemy for anyone who came or went, for I turned everyone against his neighbor. 11 But now, I will not treat the remnant of this people as in the former days" — this is the declaration of the Lord of Hosts. 12 "For they will sow in peace: the vine will yield its fruit, the land will yield its produce, and the skies will yield their dew. I will give the remnant of this people all these things as an inheritance. 13 As you have been a curse among the nations, house of Judah and house of Israel, so I will save you, and you will be a blessing. Don't be afraid; let your hands be strong." 14 For the Lord of Hosts says this:"As I resolved to treat you badly when your fathers provoked Me to anger, and I did not relent," says the Lord of Hosts, 15 "so I have resolved again in these days to do what is good to Jerusalem and the house of Judah. Don't be afraid. 16 These are the things you must do: Speak truth to one another; make true and sound decisions within your •gates. 17 Do not plot evil in your hearts against your neighbor, and do not love perjury, for I hate all this" — this is the Lord's declaration.

				18 Then the word of the Lord of Hosts came to me: 19 "The Lord of Hosts says this: The fast of the fourth month, the fast of the fifth, the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth will become times of joy, gladness, and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah. Therefore, love truth and peace." 20 The Lord of Hosts says this:"Peoples will yet come, the residents of many cities; 21 the residents of one city will go to another, saying: Let's go at once to plead for the Lord's favor and to seek the Lord of Hosts. I am also going. 22 Many peoples and strong nations will come to seek the Lord of Hosts in Jerusalem and to plead for the Lord's favor." 23 The Lord of Hosts says this:"In those days, 10 men from nations of every language will grab the robe of a Jewish man tightly, urging: Let us go with you, for we have heard that God is with you."

				A Principle to Live By - Vital Relationships
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				#7 We are to live in proper relationship with our fellow believers so we will have joyful and fulfilling relationships with God. 

				This prophecy points to a future time when Israel accepts Jesus as their Messiah. At that time, God will supernaturally change them from the inside out. Ezekiel described this time in very specific language:

				I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will remove your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will place My Spirit within you and cause you to follow My statutes and carefully observe My ordinances. Then you will live in the land that I gave your fathers; you will be My people, and I will be your God. (Ezk 36:26-28)  (See Jr #34:The New Covenant.)

				When this happens, God's people will worship Him with pure hearts. All of their fasts will"become times of joy, gladness, and cheerful festivals" (Zch 8:19). Zechariah made it clear, however, that satisfying relationships with God are intricately interwoven with honest and peaceful relationships with one another (vv. 16-19).  (See Ex #27:The Greatest Commandments.)

				As believers today, we have already put our faith in Jesus the Messiah. As a result, we are participating in this new covenant and we are to worship God from our hearts. However, we are also to have vital relationships with one another in order to relate meaningfully to the God we cannot see. 

				This was dramatically demonstrated in the church in Jerusalem. The church had"favor with" unbelievers because of their relationships with God and one another. This correlates with what will happen"in those days" when the remnant in Israel practices these same relationships:

				And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to the prayers. . . . Every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the temple complex, and broke bread from house to house. They ate their food with a joyful and humble attitude, praising God and having favor with all the people. And every day the Lord added to them those who were being saved. (Ac 2:42,46-47; see also Zch 8:23.)  (See Ac #5:Three Vital Experiences.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it difficult to relate to God when we are not relating properly to our fellow Christians?  (See 1Jn #4:Loving God and Others.)

				

				

	

Judgment of Zion's Enemies

				9 	An •Oracle

				

				

				The word of the Lord

				is against the land of Hadrach,

				and Damascus is its resting place —

				for the eyes of men

				and all the tribes of Israel

				are on the Lordu —

				2 and also against Hamath, which borders it,

				as well as Tyre and Sidon,

				though they are very shrewd.

				3 Tyre has built herself a fortress;

				she has heaped up silver like dust

				and gold like the dirt of the streets.

				4 Listen! The Lord will impoverish her

				and cast her wealth into the sea;

				she herself will be consumed by fire.

				5 Ashkelon will see it and be afraid;

				Gaza too, and will writhe in great pain,

				as will Ekron, for her hope will fail.

				There will cease to be a king in Gaza,

				and Ashkelon will become uninhabited.

				6 A mongrel people will live in Ashdod,

				and I will destroy the pride of the Philistines.

				7 I will remove the blood from their mouths

				and the detestable things

				from between their teeth.

				Then they too will become a remnant for our God;

				they will become like a clan in Judah

				and Ekron like the Jebusites.

				8 I will set up camp at My house against an army,v

				against those who march back and forth,

				and no oppressor will march against them again,

				for now I have seen with My own eyes.  (See Is #17:Prophetic Fulfillment.)

				

	

The Coming of Zion's King

				9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter •Zion!

				Shout in triumph, Daughter Jerusalem!

				Look, your King is coming to you;

				He is righteous and victorious,w

				humble and riding on a donkey,

				on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

				A Principle to Live By - A Humble Servant
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				#8 Though a day is coming when the Lord Jesus Christ will rule and reign as King of kings, we are to imitate His life as a humble servant when He came the first time.

				Zechariah has given us another messianic prophecy, probably one of the most well known in both the Old and New Testaments. When Jesus entered Jerusalem shortly before His death, He fulfilled this prophetic message, as confirmed by Matthew:

				Tell Daughter Zion,"Look, your King is coming to you, gentle, and mounted on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden." (Mt 21:5; see also Zch 9:9 and Jn 12:15.)

				Many in Israel initially responded positively to Christ's ministry, but when He claimed to be God, most of the religious leaders led the way in rejecting and executing Him (Mt 26:3-4). However, Jesus fulfilled His purpose for coming into the world, and with His sacrificial death He demonstrated how all Christ-followers should live as humble servants.  (See Mt #47:Servant-Leadership.)

				In order to teach this principle to the disciples at the Last Supper, Jesus became their servant and washed their feet. When He completed this humble task, He asked them a question and, in the same breath, answered it:

				Do you know what I have done for you? You call Me Teacher and Lord. This is well said, for I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example that you also should do just as I have done for you. (Jn 13:12b-15)  (See Jn #27:A Servant's Heart.)

				Reflection and Response

				What was the ultimate message Jesus was demonstrating with the foot-washing experience?  (See 1Jn #10:Loving as Christ Loved.)

				

				10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim

				and the horse from Jerusalem.

				The bow of war will be removed,

				and He will proclaim peace to the nations.

				His dominion will extend from sea to sea,

				from the Euphrates River

				to the ends of the earth.  (See Is #3:The Messiah's Reign.)

				11 As for you,

				because of the blood of your covenant,

				I will release your prisoners

				from the waterless cistern.

				12 Return to a stronghold,

				you prisoners who have hope;

				today I declare that I will restore double to you.

				13 For I will bend Judah as My bow;

				I will fill that bow with Ephraim.

				I will rouse your sons, Zion,

				against your sons, Greece.x

				I will make you like a warrior's sword.

				14 Then the Lord will appear over them,

				and His arrow will fly like lightning.

				The Lord God will sound the trumpet

				and advance with the southern storms.

				15 The Lord of •Hosts will defend them.

				They will consume and conquer with slingstones;

				they will drink and be rowdy as if with wine.

				They will be as full as the sprinkling basin,

				like those at the corners of the altar.  (See Dn #17:Prophetic History.)

				16 The Lord their God will save them on that day

				as the flock of His people;

				for they are like jewels in a crown,

				sparkling over His land.

				17 How lovely and beautiful they will be!

				Grain will make the young men flourish,

				and new wine, the young women.

				

	

The Lord Restores His People

				10 Ask the Lord for rain

				in the season of spring rain.

				The Lord makes the rain clouds,

				and He will give them showers of rain

				and crops in the field for everyone.

				2 For the idols speak falsehood,

				and the diviners see illusions;

				they relate empty dreams

				and offer empty comfort.

				Therefore the people wander like sheep;

				they suffer affliction because there is no shepherd.

				3 My anger burns against the shepherds,

				so I will punish the leaders.y

				For the Lord of •Hosts has tended His flock,

				the house of Judah;

				He will make them like His majestic steed in battle.

				4 The cornerstone will come from Judah.z

				The tent peg will come from them

				and also the battle bow and everyaa ruler.

				Together 5 they will be like warriors in battle

				trampling down the mud of the streets.

				They will fight because the Lord is with them,

				and they will put horsemen to shame.

				6 I will strengthen the house of Judah

				and deliver the house of Joseph.

				I will restore ab them

				because I have compassion on them,

				and they will be

				as though I had never rejected them.

				For I am •Yahweh their God,

				and I will answer them.

				7 Ephraim will be like a warrior,

				and their hearts will be glad as if with 
wine.

				Their children will see it and be glad;

				their hearts will rejoice in Yahweh.

				

				8 I will whistle and gather them

				because I have redeemed them;

				they will be as numerous as they once were.

				9 Though I sow them among the nations,

				they will remember Me in the distant lands;

				they and their children will live and return.  (See Hs #4:God's Forgiveness.)

				10 I will bring them back from the land of Egypt

				and gather them from Assyria.

				I will bring them to the land of Gilead

				and to Lebanon,

				but it will not be enough for them.

				11 Yahwehac will pass through the sea of distress

				and strike the waves of the sea;

				all the depths of the Nile will dry up.

				The pride of Assyria will be brought down,

				and the scepter of Egypt will come to an end.

				12 I will strengthen them in Yahweh,

				and they will march in His name —

				this is Yahweh's declaration.

				

	

Israel's Shepherds: Good and Bad

				11 Open your gates, Lebanon,

				and fire will consume your cedars.

				2 Wail, cypress, for the cedar has fallen;

				the glorious trees are destroyed!

				Wail, oaks of Bashan,

				for the stately forest has fallen!

				3 Listen to the wail of the shepherds,

				for their glory is destroyed.

				Listen to the roar of young lions,

				for the thickets of the Jordan aread destroyed.

				

				4 •Yahweh my God says this:"Shepherd the flock intended for slaughter. 5 Those who buy them slaughter them but are not punished. Those who sell them say: Praise the Lord because I have become rich! Even their own shepherds have no compassion for them. 6 Indeed, I will no longer have compassion on the inhabitants of the land" — this is the Lord's declaration."Instead, I will turn everyone over to his neighbor and his king. They will devastate the land, and I will not deliver it from them."

				7 So I shepherded the flock intended for slaughter, the afflicted of the flock. ae I took two staffs, calling one Favor and the other Union, and I shepherded the flock. 8 In one month I got rid of three shepherds. I became impatient with them, and they also detested me. 9 Then I said,"I will no longer shepherd you. Let what is dying die, and let what is going astray go astray; let the rest devour each other's flesh." 10 Next I took my staff called Favor and cut it in two, annulling the covenant I had made with all the peoples. 11 It was annulled on that day, and so the afflicted of the flock af who were watching me knew that it was the word of the Lord. 12 Then I said to them,"If it seems right to you, give me my wages; but if not, keep them." So they weighed my wages, 30 pieces of silver.

				13 "Throw it to the potter," ag the Lord said to me — this magnificent price I was valued by them. So I took the 30 pieces of silver and threw it into the house of the Lord, to the potter. ah 14 Then I cut in two my second staff, Union, annulling the brotherhood between Judah and Israel.  (See Mt #56:Loving Money.)

				15 The Lord also said to me:"Take the equipment of a foolish shepherd. 16 I am about to raise up a shepherd in the land who will not care for those who are going astray, and he will not seek the lostai or heal the broken. He will not sustain the healthy,aj but he will devour the flesh of the fat sheep and tear off their hooves.

				

				17 Woe to the worthless shepherd

				who deserts the flock!

				May a sword strikeak his arm

				and his right eye!

				May his arm wither away

				and his right eye go completely blind!"

				A Principle to Live By - Good Shepherds

				[image: Getz0958.png]

				#9 Though Jesus Christ will someday be the Shepherd-King over Israel, as spiritual leaders in the church we are to follow His example as shepherd-servants.

				Throughout this section, Zechariah contrasted the Lord God as a compassionate and caring shepherd with the worthless shepherds in Israel, which certainly included the evil kings who ruled both in Israel and Judah.  (See Ezk #31:Being Faithful Shepherds.)

				When Jesus Christ came the first time, He both taught and demonstrated that He was"the good shepherd" who was going to give His life for His sheep (Jn 10:11). Furthermore, He was not only a good shepherd for the children of Israel but for the Gentile nations as well. This is why He said, 

				But I have other sheep that are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will listen to My voice. Then there will be one flock, one shepherd. (Jn 10:16)  (See Jn #21:Oneness in Christ.)

				Jesus' ministry on earth serves as a wonderful model for those who are appointed to serve as spiritual leaders in the church. As a caring and compassionate shepherd himself, the apostle Paul exhorted the Ephesian elders to follow his Christlike example:

				Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock that the Holy Spirit has appointed you to as overseers, to shepherd the church of God, which He purchased with His own blood. I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. And men will rise up from your own number with deviant doctrines to lure the disciples into following them. Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for three years I did not stop warning each one of you with tears. (Ac 20:28-31)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the characteristics of a godly spiritual shepherd?  (See 1Pt #11:Demonstrating Humility.)

				

				

	

Judah's Security

				12 	An •Oracle

				

				The word of the Lord concerning Israel.

				A declaration of the Lord,

				who stretched out the heavens,

				laid the foundation of the earth,

				and formed the spirit of man within him.

				

				2 "Look, I will make Jerusalem a cup that causes staggering for the peoples who surround the city. The siege against Jerusalem will also involve Judah. 3 On that day I will make Jerusalem a heavy stone for all the peoples; all who try to lift it will injure themselves severely when all the nations of the earth gather against her. 4 On that day" — this is the Lord's declaration —"I will strike every horse with panic and its rider with madness. I will keep a watchful eye on the house of Judah but strike all the horses of the nations with blindness. 5 Then each of the leaders of Judah will think to himself: The residents of Jerusalem are my strength through the Lord of •Hosts, their God. 6 On that day I will make the leaders of Judah like a firepot in a woodpile, like a flaming torch among sheaves; they will consume all the peoples around them on the right and the left, while Jerusalem continues to be inhabited on its site, in Jerusalem. 7 The Lord will save the tents of Judah first, so that the glory of David's house and the glory of Jerusalem's residents may not be greater than that of Judah. 8 On that day the Lord will defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that on that day the one who is weakest among them will be like David on that day, and the house of David will be like God, like the Angel of the Lord, before them. 9 On that day I will set out to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.  (See Rv #31:Imminent or Distant.)

				

	

Mourning for the Pierced One

				10 "Then I will pour out a spirital of grace and prayer on the house of David and the residents of Jerusalem, and they will look atam Me whom they pierced. They will mourn for Him as one mourns for an only child and weep bitterly for Him as one weeps for a firstborn. 11 On that day the mourning in Jerusalem will be as great as the mourning of Hadad-rimmon in the plain of Megiddo. 12 The land will mourn, every family by itself: the family of David's house by itself and their women by themselves; the family of Nathan's house by itself and their women by themselves; 13 the family of Levi's house by itself and their women by themselves; the family of Shimei by itself and their women by themselves; 14 all the remaining families, every family by itself, and their women by themselves.

				

	

God's People Cleansed

				13 "On that day a fountain will be opened for the house of David and for the residents of Jerusalem, to wash away sin and impurity. 

				A Principle to Live By - The Blood of Christ

				[image: Getz0959.png]

				#10 Whether we are Jews or Gentiles, in order to be saved we must personally and sincerely believe that Jesus Christ died and shed His blood to wash away our sins.

				When the Messiah came the first time, Israel as a nation rejected Him both as king and as the crucified and risen Savior. However, Zechariah foresaw a day when Jesus Christ will come a second time and"the house of David" will recognize Him as the One"they pierced." In their repentance, they will"weep bitterly" (12:10). Zechariah then gave a message of hope to his people. While they are mourning, they will come to understand Zechariah's reference to a"fountain" that will cleanse them from their sins (13:1).

				The"fountain" Zechariah referred to can be none other than the fountain of blood that flowed from Jesus' veins. Only the Messiah's pure and sanctified blood can cleanse from sin—past, present, and future. 

				The apostle John recorded that after Jesus had died,"one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out" (Jn 19:34). At this point, John quoted the Old Testament prophets, including Zechariah:

				For these things happened so that the Scripture would be fulfilled: Not one of His bones will be broken. Also, another Scripture says: They will look at the One they pierced. (Jn 19:36-37; see also Zch 12:10.)  (See Jn #36:Fulfilled Prophecies.)

				Jesus Christ died for the sins of the whole world, including both Jews and Gentiles. Furthermore, it was the sins of all people that nailed Him to the cross. Though the Jewish leaders orchestrated this event and as a nation rejected the Messiah, the Roman soldiers represented the Gentile world when they drove the nails into His hands and feet and pierced His side with a sword. The apostle John summarized this reality with one of the greatest truths ever penned:

				For God loved the world in this way: He gave His One and Only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. (Jn 3:16)  (See Ps #22:A Call to Worship.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is the shed blood of Christ so essential to our salvation?  (See Heb #14:The Blood of Christ.)

				

				2 On that day" — this is the declaration of the Lord of •Hosts —"I will erase the names of the idols from the land, and they will no longer be remembered. I will remove the prophets and the •unclean spirit from the land. 3 If a man still prophesies, his father and his mother who bore him will say to him: You cannot remain alive because you have spoken falsely in the name of •Yahweh. When he prophesies, his father and his mother who bore him will pierce him through. 4 On that day every prophet will be ashamed of his vision when he prophesies; they will not put on a hairy cloak in order to deceive. 5 He will say: I am not a prophet; I work the land, for a man purchasedan me as a servant since my youth. 6 If someone asks him: What are these wounds on your chest?ao — then he will answer: I received the wounds in the house of my friends.

				

				7 Sword, awake against My shepherd,

				against the man who is My associate —

				this is the declaration of the Lord of Hosts.

				Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be 
scattered;

				I will also turn My hand against the little ones.

				8 In the whole land —

				this is the Lord's declaration —

				two-thirdsap will be cut off and die,

				but a third will be left in it.

				9 I will put this third through the fire;

				I will refine them as silver is refined

				and test them as gold is tested.

				They will call on My name,

				and I will answer them.

				I will say: They are My people,

				and they will say: Yahweh is our God."

				A Principle to Live By - The Great Commission
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				#11 As the church of Jesus Christ, we must diligently fulfill our responsibilities to carry out the Great Commission until Christ comes again.

				Zechariah takes us back to his reference to Christ's death and what actually happened when the nails were driven into his hands and the spear pierced His side. First, he reminded us of what Isaiah had prophesied—that the Messiah would be"struck down by God, and afflicted" (Is 53:4). More specifically, Isaiah wrote,"the Lord has punished Him for the iniquity of us all" (Is 53:6).  (See Is #37:God's Redemptive Story.)

				Second, Zechariah prophesied that when"the shepherd" would be struck,"the sheep" would"be scattered" (Zch 13:7). This indeed happened during the final hours before the crucifixion. In fact, at that time Jesus quoted Zechariah:

				Then Jesus said to them,"Tonight all of you will run away because of Me, for it is written: I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered." (Mt 26:31; see also Mk 14:27.)

				In another sense, this not only happened to the apostles but has continued in the life of the Jewish people. As a people group they have been scattered and persecuted for centuries. But along with other Old Testament prophets, Zechariah predicted a future time when they would be regathered and would recognize and accept the One"they pierced" (Zch 12:10) and be led by their good shepherd.

				However, following the death and resurrection of the Messiah, the apostles and a large number of Jews recognized what had happened and launched the church. After hearing Peter's convicting sermon, they asked,"Brothers, what must we do?" (Ac 2:37). 

				"Repent," Peter said to them,"and be baptized, each of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." (Ac 2:38)

				Eventually Peter and this Jewish church recognized and remembered that God's plan for the world was to include"other sheep"—namely, the Gentiles (Jn 10:16; Ac 10:1-48; 15:1-35). The"mystery of the Messiah" was gradually"revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit"—namely, that"the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, and partners of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel" (Eph 3:4-6).  (See Eph #5:Oneness in Christ.)

				Today all believers are participants in the new covenant and have the privilege of enjoying many of the spiritual blessings promised to Israel. However, the Holy Spirit's presence in the church has not replaced God's future plans for Israel as a nation. Zechariah's prophecies will all come true. In the meantime, as members of Christ's body, the church—including both Jews and Gentiles—we must be about our Father's business in carrying out the Great Commission (Mt 28:19-20).  (See Mt #59:The Great Commission.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though what is happening in the Middle East today certain illustrates the events in Zechariah's prophecies, why must we be cautious in interpreting and correlating these events with specific prophetic statements?

				

				

	

The Lord's Triumph and Reign

				14 A day of the Lord is coming when your plunder will be divided in your presence. 2 I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem for battle. The city will be captured, the houses looted, and the women raped. Half the city will go into exile, but the rest of the people will not be removed from the city.

				3 Then the Lord will go out to fight against those nations as He fights on a day of battle. 4 On that day His feet will stand on the •Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the east. The Mount of Olives will be split in half from east to west, forming a huge valley, so that half the mountain will move to the north and half to the south. 5 You will flee by My mountain valley, aq for the valley of the mountains will extend to Azal. You will flee as you fled ar from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the Lord my God will come and all the holy ones with Him. as  (See Jl #5:God's Chosen People.)

				6 On that day there will be no light; the sunlight and moonlightat will diminish. au 7 It will be a day known only to •Yahweh, without day or night, but there will be light at evening.

				8 On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, half of it toward the eastern sea and the other half toward the western sea, in summer and winter alike.  (See Ezk #39:The Water of Life) 9 On that day Yahweh will become King over all the earth — Yahweh alone, and His name alone. 10 All the land from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem will be changed into a plain. But Jerusalem will be raised up and will remain  av on its site from the Benjamin Gate to the place of the First Gate,  aw to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to the royal winepresses. 11 People will live there, and never again will there be a curse of •complete destruction. So Jerusalem will dwell in security.

				12 This will be the plague the Lord strikes all the peoples with, who have warred against Jerusalem: their flesh will rot while they stand on their feet, their eyes will rot in their sockets, and their tongues will rot in their mouths. 13 On that day a great panic from the Lord will be among them, so that each will seize the hand of another, and the hand of one will rise against the other. 14 Judah will also fight at Jerusalem, and the wealth of all the surrounding nations will be collected: gold, silver, and clothing in great abundance. 15 The same plague as the previous one will strikeax the horses, mules, camels, donkeys, and all the animals that are in those camps.  (See Is #24:God's Love and Holiness.)

				16 Then all the survivors from the nations that came against Jerusalem will go up year after year to worship the King, the Lord of •Hosts, and to celebrate the Festival of Booths. 17 Should any of the families of the earth not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of Hosts, rain will not fall on them. 18 And if the peopleay of Egypt will not go up and enter, then rain will not fall on them; this will be the plague the Lord inflicts on the nations who do not go up to celebrate the Festival of Booths. 19 This will be the punishment of Egypt and all the nations that do not go up to celebrate the Festival of Booths.

				20 On that day, the words

				

				HOLY TO THE LORD

				

				will be on the bells of the horses. The pots in the house of the Lord will be like the sprinkling basins before the altar. 21 Every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah will be holy to the Lord of Hosts. Everyone who sacrifices will come and take some of the pots to cook in. And on that day there will no longer be a Canaaniteaz in the house of the Lord of Hosts.  (See Is #23:King of Kings.)
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				Malachi

				Author: Malachi

				Date of events: between 460 and 420 b.c.

				

			

Introduction

				Malachi, whose name means"My messenger," was the last of the prophets whose writings are included in the Old Testament Scriptures. After him, as far as we know, the Holy Spirit was silent for over 400 years until He announced the birth of Jesus Christ, God incarnate, through a New Testament priest named Zechariah. Then for about a century the Holy Spirit inspired various human authors to write the final books of what has become the whole Bible, the complete revelation of God's will for mankind. Everything we need to know about God, man, sin, and salvation is contained in these sacred pages.

				Malachi teaches us principles of God's message for mankind

				

				

				With the completion of the temple and the wall of Jerusalem, Judah had lost the fervor incited by Jerubbabel and Joshua, Haggai and Zechariah. They, including their spiritual leaders, no longer feared God as they should. They cheated one another and participated in lewd cultic practices, violating their marriage covenants with each other and their holy covenant with Yahweh. They failed to grasp that God's faithful relationship with Judah was meant to be emulated in the people's relationships with one another. Jesus explained that His love relationship with His father was the model for His love for the church, which in turn was to be the model for our love for one another.

				 Malachi teaches us principles of covenant faithfulness

				

				

				The people were sacrificing, but offering flawed animals. They were giving, but not the whole 10 percent. They were worshiping, but not wholeheartedly. As a result of their lukewarm faithfulness, they were missing out on God's blessings. When they saw that some wicked pagans enjoyed more prosperity than they did, they came up with a solution that was completely wrong—they proposed to serve God even less. God warned those who persisted on that path that a day of reckoning was at hand.

				Malachi teaches us principles of judgment

				

				

				There were a few in Judah who still feared the Lord. God called on them to test Him by obeying His word fully. He promised to bless them with an amazing compassionate relationship. Their generosity would be rewarded by God's generosity; their love would be rewarded by God's love. Their names would be written in a book, and they would be His special possession.

				Malachi teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in Malachi
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								#1: Living Transformed Lives

							
								
								Because of God's love and mercy in choosing us to become part of His eternal family, we are to live righteous and holy lives.
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								#2: Leadership 
Accountability

							
								
								Spiritual leaders in the church should be accountable both to God and to fellow Christians.
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								2:10-16

							
								
								#3: Marital Faithfulness

							
								
								We are to marry only fellow believers and commit to a permanent one man–one woman relationship.
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								#4: The Second Coming

							
								
								We are always to be prepared for the Lord's second coming.
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								#5: Grace Giving

							
								
								To experience the riches of God's grace, we must become generous Christians.
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								3:13-18

							
								
								#6: Pure Motives

							
								
								We are to serve God and one another out of hearts of love and with pure motives, not in order to receive material benefits.
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				Malachi

				The Lord's Love for Israel

				1 An •oracle: The word of the Lord to Israel through Malachi.

				2 "I have loved you," says the Lord.

				But you ask:"How have You loved us?"

				"Wasn't Esau Jacob's brother?" This is the Lord's declaration."Even so, I loved Jacob, 3 but I hated Esau. I turned his mountains into a wasteland, and gave his inheritance to the desert jackals."

				4 Though Edom says:"We have been devastated, but we will rebuilda the ruins," the Lord of •Hosts says this:"They may build, but I will demolish. They will be called a wicked country and the people the Lord has cursedb forever. 5 Your own eyes will see this, and you yourselves will say, 'The Lord is great, even beyondc the borders of Israel.'

				

	

Disobedience of the Priests

				6 "A son honors his father, and a servant his master. But if I am a father, where is My honor? And if I am a master, where is your •fear of Me? says •Yahweh of Hosts to you priests, who despise My name."

				Yet you ask:"How have we despised Your name?"

				7 "By presenting defiled food on My altar."

				You ask:"How have we defiled You?"

				When you say:"The Lord's table is contemptible."

				8 "When you present a blind animal for sacrifice, is it not wrong? And when you present a lame or sick animal, is it not wrong? Bring it to your governor! Would he be pleased with you or show you favor?" asks the Lord of Hosts. 9 "And now ask for God's favor. Will He be gracious to us? Since this has come from your hands, will He show any of you favor?" asks the Lord of Hosts. 10 "I wish one of you would shut the temple doors, so you would no longer kindle a useless fire on My altar! I am not pleased with you," says the Lord of Hosts,"and I will accept no offering from your hands.

				11 "For My name will be great among the nations, from the rising of the sun to its setting. Incensed and pure offerings will be presented in My name in every place because My name will be great among the nations,"e says Yahweh of Hosts.

				12 But you are profaning it when you say:"The Lord's table is defiled, and its product, its food, is contemptible." 13 You also say:"Look, what a nuisance!"And you scornf it," g says the Lord of Hosts."You bring stolen,h lame, or sick animals. You bring this as an offering! Am I to accept that from your hands?" asks the Lord.

				14 "The deceiver is cursed who has an acceptable male in his flock and makes a vow but sacrifices a defective animal to the Lord. For I am a great King," says Yahweh of Hosts,"and My namei will be feared among the nations.

				A Principle to Live By - Living Transformed Lives

				[image: Getz0961.png]

				#1 Because of God's love and mercy in choosing us to become part of His eternal family, we are to live righteous and holy lives.

				The temple had been rebuilt under the leadership of Jerubbabel and Joshua and in response to the prophetic exhortations from Haggai and Zechariah. The wall of Jerusalem had also been reconstructed under the leadership of Nehemiah (Neh 6:15-16). This means Malachi addressed the Jews about a century after Cyrus issued his decree in 538 b.c. freeing them from Babylonian captivity. 

				Through Malachi's first message, God reminded the Israelites of His love for them, even before Esau and Jacob were born. He chose to bless Jacob in a special way and bypassed Esau. This decision may seem unfair from our human perspective. However,"loved" and"hated" in this context do not refer to God's emotions but to His decision to enter a covenant relationship with one over the other. This choice was an extension of the Abrahamic Covenant—to choose Jacob and his descendants as the channel by which the whole world would be blessed through the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. This choice did not mean Esau and his descendants could not be saved. Like all of us who are Gentiles, we can be justified by faith, just like Abraham who became"the father of us all" (Rm 4:16).  (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				Sadly, Jacob's sons and their offspring repeatedly ignored their wonderful calling and violated the laws that God gave them. They did not honor and fear the Lord. They even brought flawed animals to sacrifice on the altar, keeping the best for themselves. They had forgotten God's mercy and grace in again and again delivering them from bondage, this time from Babylonian captivity. 

				As believers today—including both Jews and Gentiles—we are often guilty of the same behavior. We too have been chosen in Christ"before the foundation of the world" (Eph 1:4). However, we often forget that we are to respond to God's redemptive love and mercy by living holy and righteous lives. Paul addressed this issue:

				For the grace of God has appeared with salvation for all people, instructing us to deny godlessness and worldly lusts and to live in a sensible, righteous, and godly way in the present age, while we wait for the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He gave Himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to cleanse for Himself a people for His own possession, eager to do good works. (Ti 2:11-14) (See Ti #6:Motivated by God's Grace.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to fail to respond to God's love and mercy by living transformed lives and walking worthy of our great calling in Christ Jesus?  (See Eph #8 through #15.)

				

				

	

Warning to the Priests

				2 "Therefore, this decree is for you priests: 2 If you don't listen, and if you don't take it to heart to honor My name," says •Yahweh of •Hosts,"I will send a curse among you, and I will curse your blessings. In fact, I have already begun to curse them because you are not taking it to heart.

				3 "Look, I am going to rebuke your descendants, and I will spread animal waste over your faces, the waste from your festival sacrifices, and you will be taken away with it. 4 Then you will know that I sent you this decree so My covenant with Levi may continue," says the Lord of Hosts. 5 "My covenant with him was one of life and peace, and I gave these to him; it called for reverence, and he revered Me and stood in awe of My name. 6 True instruction was in his mouth, and nothing wrong was found on his lips. He walked with Me in peace and fairness and turned many from sin. 7 For the lips of a priest should guard knowledge, and people should seek instruction from his mouth, because he is the messenger of the Lord of Hosts.

				8 "You, on the other hand, have turned from the way. You have caused many to stumble by your instruction. You have violatedj the covenant of Levi," says the Lord of Hosts. 9 "So I in turn have made you despised and humiliated before all the people because you are not keeping My ways but are showing partiality in your instruction."

				A Principle to Live By - Leadership Accountability
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				#2 Spiritual leaders in the church should be accountable both to God and to fellow Christians.

				After addressing the children of Israel collectively, Malachi focused his exhortations on the spiritual leaders in Israel. Rather than teaching the people God's will regarding their sacrificial offerings, these so-called spiritual leaders were leading the way in engaging in sinful actions. Consequently, God was going to discipline them severely.

				Peter addressed this same issue in New Testament churches. Calling these leaders false prophets, he warned all Christ-followers to be on guard and wrote about God's judgment awaiting these evil deceivers:

				But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, and will bring swift destruction on themselves. Many will follow their unrestrained ways, and the way of truth will be blasphemed because of them. They will exploit you in their greed with deceptive words. Their condemnation, pronounced long ago, is not idle, and their destruction does not sleep. (2Pt 2:1-3)  (See 2Pt #4:False Teachers.)

				James, the half brother of Jesus, addressed leaders particularly. Serving as the primary shepherd and elder in the church in Jerusalem, he exhorted both his fellow spiritual leaders and those who were potential leaders to consider how serious their role is in shepherding others:

				Not many should become teachers, my brothers, knowing that we will receive a stricter judgment, for we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a mature man who is also able to control his whole body. (Jms 3:1-2)

				Reflection and Response

				How do Paul's exhortations in his first letter to the Corinthians relate to Malachi's warnings to the priests in Israel?  (See 1Co #8:The True Foundation.)

				

				

	

Judah's Marital Unfaithfulness

				10 Don't all of us have one Father? Didn't one God create us? Why then do we act treacherously against one another, profaning the covenant of our fathers? 11 Judah has acted treacherously, and a detestable thing has been done in Israel and in Jerusalem. For Judah has profaned the Lord's sanctuary,k which He loves, and has married the daughter of a foreign god. 12 To the man who does this, may the Lord cut off any descendants l, m from the tents of Jacob, even if they present an offering to the Lord of Hosts.

				13 And this is another thing you do: you cover the Lord's altar with tears, with weeping and groaning, because He no longer respects your offerings or receives them gladly from your hands.

				14 Yet you ask,"For what reason?" Because the Lord has been a witness between you and the wife of your youth. You have acted treacherously against her, though she was your marriage partner and your wife by covenant. 15 Didn't the one God make us with a remnant of His life-breath? And what does the One seek?n A godly •offspring. So watch yourselves carefully,o and do not act treacherously against the wife of your youth.

				16 "If he hates and divorces his wife," says the Lord God of Israel,"hep covers his garment with injustice," says the Lord of Hosts. Therefore, watch yourselves carefully,q and do not act treacherously.

				

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Marital Faithfulness
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				#3 We are to marry only fellow believers and commit to a permanent one man–one woman relationship. 

				One of the recurring sins among men in Israel was to violate God's command that forbids marrying pagan wives (Ex 34:15-16; Dt 7:3-4; Jos 23:12-13). Tragically, this continued to happen following the Babylonian captivity. Paul addressed this same issue:

				Do not be mismatched with unbelievers. For what partnership is there between righteousness and lawlessness? Or what fellowship does light have with darkness? What agreement does Christ have with Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? (2Co 6:14-15)

				The second sin Malachi addressed was divorce. Some men not only married pagan women but divorced their Jewish wives in order to do so. The Lord emphatically described this behavior as acting"treacherously."

				Centuries later, religious leaders in Israel asked Jesus His opinion on the subject of divorce. The Lord made two important points. First, it's God's will that a husband and wife never divorce:

				"Haven't you read," He replied,"that He who created them in the beginning made them male and female," and He also said:"For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one flesh? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God has joined together, man must not separate." (Mt 19:4-6)

				Second, Jesus acknowledged that sexual immorality often interferes with God's will. Therefore, He allowed an exception:

				And I tell you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery. (Mt 19:9)  (See Mt #11:Practicing Integrity.)

				In addition to Jesus' teaching on this subject, the apostle Paul implied another reason for divorce:

				But I (not the Lord) say to the rest: If any brother has an unbelieving wife and she is willing to live with him, he must not leave her. Also, if any woman has an unbelieving husband and he is willing to live with her, she must not leave her husband. . . . But if the unbeliever leaves, let him leave. A brother or a sister is not bound in such cases. God has called you to live in peace. (1Co 7:12-13,15)  (See 1Co #16:Mixed Marriages.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though there are allowances in Scripture for divorce and remarriage, why must we take God's will seriously, doing all we can to keep this kind of separation from ever happening?

				

				

	

Judgment at the Lord's Coming

				17 You have wearied the Lord with your words.

				Yet you ask,"How have we wearied Him?"

				When you say,"Everyone who does what is evil is good in the Lord's sight, and He is pleased with them," or"Where is the God of justice?"

				3 "See, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me. Then the Lord you seek will suddenly come to His temple, the Messenger of the covenant you desire — see, He is coming," says the Lord of •Hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of His coming? And who will be able to stand when He appears? For He will be like a refiner's fire and like cleansing lye. 3 He will be like a refiner and purifier of silver; He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver. Then they will present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4 And the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will please the Lord as in days of old and years gone by.  (See Ezk #38: Remembering Christ's Sacrifice.)

				5 "I will come to you in judgment, and I will be ready to witness against sorcerers and adulterers; against those who swear falsely; against those who oppress the widow and the fatherless, and cheat the wage earner; and against those who deny justice to the foreigner. They do not •fear Me," says the Lord of Hosts. 6 "Because I, •Yahweh, have not changed, you descendants of Jacob have not been destroyed.

				A Principle to Live By - The Second Coming
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				#4 We are always to be prepared for the Lord's second coming.

				Malachi prophesied the first coming of Jesus Christ and referred to His messenger who would prepare the way. Jesus affirmed that this messenger was John the Baptist when he quoted this Old Testament prediction (cp. v. 1 with Mt 11:10). However, in the same breath Malachi prophesied the Lord's second coming, but like other Old Testament prophets he did not clearly distinguish the two events.  (See Is #26:Spiritual Preparation.)

				Because of our perspective on biblical history, we are able to distinguish and understand the first and second coming of Christ. However, we can also understand the significant time period between these two events, which Paul described as"the mystery of the Messiah" (Eph 3:4,6,10). This period began with the birth of the church on the day of Pentecost. 

				Because of God's written revelation, we also know that Christ's second coming to earth will be preceded by another mystery. In a moment, all believers in the Lord Jesus Christ—both those who have died and those who are still alive—will meet the Lord in the air (1Co 15:51-52; 1Th 4:13-17). Though opinions differ on the specific details surrounding these events, we know they will happen. As Malachi unequivocally prophesied,"He is coming" (3:1).  (See 1Co #31:Resurrected Bodies; Rv #1: The Second Coming; 1Th #9: Understanding Doctrinal Truths.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways should we prepare ourselves for the second coming of Christ?  (See 2Pt #6:Motivation to Holiness.)

				

				

	

Robbing God

				7 "Since the days of your fathers, you have turned from My statutes; you have not kept them. Return to Me, and I will return to you," says the Lord of Hosts.

				But you ask:"How can we return?"

				8 "Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me!"

				You ask:"How do we rob You?"

				"By not making the payments of the tenth and the contributions.9 You are suffering under a curse, yet you — the whole nation — are still robbing Me. 10 Bring the full tenth into the storehouse so that there may be food in My house. Test Me in this way," says the Lord of Hosts."See if I will not open the floodgates of heaven and pour out a blessing for you without measure. 11 I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not ruin the produce of your land and your vine in your field will not fail to produce fruit," says the Lord of Hosts. 12 "Then all the nations will consider you fortunate, for you will be a delightful land," says the Lord of Hosts.

				A Principle to Live By - Grace Giving

				#5 To experience the riches of God's grace, we must become generous Christians.
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				There's no question that God promised the children of Israel material blessings if they gave a tithe (10 percent) of all produce and livestock to support the Levites and priests (Lv 27:30). Conversely, if they did not, they would not be blessed (Mal 3:10).

				It's important to understand, however, that the blessings of obedience and the curses for disobedience in the Old Testament related specifically to Israel as a nation. We cannot legitimately take promises to Israel and apply them literally to the church. This is not the message of the New Testament.  (See Dt #29:Blessings and Curses.)

				However, God still honors generosity among Christians. Note what Paul wrote to the 
Corinthians:

				Now the One who provides seed for the sower and bread for food will provide and multiply your seed and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way 
for all generosity, which produces thanksgiving to God through us. (2Co 9:10-11)

				Here Paul was no doubt speaking of both material and spiritual blessings. However, he was teaching that if the Corinthians were generous, based on their own resources, God would provide them with sufficient material resources so they could continue to invest in the kingdom of God and see people come to Christ. In this sense, they would be increasing the harvest of their righteousness. The focus was not on what they received but on what they could give in order to do God's work in the world. In essence, He was speaking of being rich in grace, meaning that because of God's gift of grace, the Corinthian believers would be able to be generous no matter their economic situation.  (See 1Co #32:Generous Giving; 2Co #16: Guidelines for Generosity.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do so many Christians fail to respond to God's grace in terms of sharing their material possessions?

				

				

	

The Righteous and the Wicked

				13 "Your words against Me are harsh," says the Lord.

				Yet you ask:"What have we spoken against You?"

				14 You have said:"It is useless to serve God. What have we gained by keeping His requirements and walking mournfully before the Lord of Hosts? 15 So now we consider the arrogant to be fortunate. Not only do those who commit wickedness prosper, they even test God and escape."

				16 At that time those who feared the Lord spoke to one another. The Lord took notice and listened. So a book of remembrance was written before Him for those who feared Yahweh and had high regard for His name. 17 "They will be Mine," says the Lord of Hosts,"a special possession on the day I am preparing. I will have compassion on them as a man has compassion on his son who serves him. 18 So you will again see the difference between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve Him.

				A Principle to Live By - Pure Motives
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				#6 We are to serve God and one another out of hearts of love and with pure motives, not in order to receive material benefits.

				As the children of Israel looked around them, they saw their pagan and arrogant neighbors enjoying material blessings more than they were. Consequently, they complained that what they were giving—though minimal and flawed—was not worth the effort. They forgot, of course, that they had a unique covenant relationship with God and their blessings were dependent on full obedience. Furthermore, their worship was halfhearted and merely external. 

				Fortunately, some listened to Malachi, and because they began to worship the Lord wholeheartedly, God responded and in His eternal omniscience assured them they would not be forgotten. Though they might continue to suffer from God's discipline on Israel as a nation, because they"feared the Lord," they would have eternal rewards (v. 16).

				The New Testament teaches that we are not to give in order to get. Rather, we are to follow the example of the Lord Jesus Christ who taught us how to truly love one another. The apostle John stated,

				This is how we have come to know love: He laid down His life for us. We should also lay down our lives for our brothers. If anyone has this world's goods and sees his brother in need but closes his eyes to his need—how can God's love reside in him? Little children, we must not love with word or speech, but with truth and action. (1Jn 3:16-18)  (See 1Jn #10:Loving as Christ Loved.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we respond to our obligation to be generous and yet do so with pure motives, joy, and a heart of love?  (See Rm #32:Material Obligations.)

				

				

	

The Day of the Lord

				42 "For indeed, the day is coming, burning like a furnace, when all the arrogant and everyone who commits wickedness will become stubble. The coming day will consume them," says the Lord of •Hosts,"not leaving them root or branches. 2 But for you who •fear My name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings, and you will go out and playfully jump like calves from the stall.r 3 You will trample the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day I am preparing," says the Lord of Hosts.  (See Rv #31:Imminent or Distant.)

				

	

A Final Warning

				4 "Remember the instruction of Moses My servant, the statutes and ordinances I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. 5 Look, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome Day of the Lord comes. 6 s And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers. Otherwise, I will come and strike the landt with a curse."  (See Rv #22:Prophetic Warnings.)
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				Matthew

				Author: Matthew

				Date of writing: a.d. 55–65

				

			

Introduction

				The book of Matthew is the first of four books called Gospels. A gospel, as a genre of literature, is a biography with a purpose. The four biblical Gospels are biographies of Jesus of Nazareth. Their purpose is to show that Jesus is the Messiah and to encourage people to put their faith in Him. The term gospel also refers to the primary content of the Gospels—the"good news" that anyone, Jew or Gentile, who trusts in Jesus can receive the gift of eternal life. 

				Matthew teaches us principles of inspired biography

				

				

				Matthew was a Jew writing for a Jewish audience. He assumed that his readers were familiar with the Jewish Scriptures—what we call the Old Testament—and quoted it extensively. About 60 times, he showed that Jesus fulfilled the prophecies. For example: 

				

					Prophet	Fulfilled prophecy

					Micah	Jesus was born in Bethlehem.

					Isaiah	Jesus was born of a virgin.

					Zechariah	Jesus entered Jerusalem riding on a donkey's foal.

				The evidence is overwhelmingly conclusive: Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah, the Son of God.

				Matthew teaches us principles of prophetic confirmation

				

				

				Matthew was a tax collector before Jesus called him to be one of His twelve apostles. As a tax collector, he not only collaborated with the Roman oppressors but also extorted extra money from his Jewish brothers. He would have been a hated outcast. But with a simple invitation,"Follow Me," Jesus set him on a path of repentance and righteousness. Matthew left everything behind to become Jesus' disciple.

				Matthew teaches us principles of wholehearted commitment

				

				

				Jesus initially announced Himself as the Messiah of the Jews, but after the majority of the Jews rejected Him, He began to teach His disciples that Gentiles would be included in the kingdom of heaven. He also began teaching in parables, which were understandable to those who were open to His teaching but incomprehensible to those who had rejected Him. After Jesus' death and resurrection, Matthew and the other inspired Gospel writers were guided by the Holy Spirit to make Jesus' ministry, message, and mission clear: Jesus came to fulfill the Scriptures, to bring sight to the blind and rest to the weary, to serve and give His life, to call sinners to enter the Kingdom of God—to save the lost.

				Matthew teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			

			
				list of principles in Matthew

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

						
								
								1:1-17

							
								
								#1: The Gift of Salvation

							
								
								No matter what our sinful condition, we should accept total forgiveness by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ who lived, died, and rose again to redeem us from all sin.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:18-25

							
								
								#2: Demonstrating Grace

							
								
								As believers, we are to extend mercy and grace toward those who are living out of the will of God.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								2:1-12

							
								
								#3: Worshipful 
Generosity

							
								
								We are always to use our material gifts to worship and praise God and His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								3:1-12

							
								
								#4: The Message of Repentance

							
								
								To have forgiveness of sins and to live in fellowship with God, we must experience true repentance.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								4:1-11

							
								
								#5: The Power of Scripture

							
								
								When we're tempted to violate God's will, we are to follow Jesus' example and use Scripture to thwart Satan's efforts.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								4:18-22

							
								
								#6: Dedicated 
Discipleship

							
								
								To follow the Lord Jesus Christ, we must faithfully apply His teachings.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								4:23–5:1

							
								
								#7: Producing Mature Disciples

							
								
								To develop mature Christ-followers, all spiritual leaders should give special attention to those who have a sincere desire to learn deep spiritual truths.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								5:2-12

							
								
								#8: Reflecting God's Fullness

							
								
								To discover enduring spiritual fulfillment, we must be saved by grace through faith and then demonstrate those qualities of life that reflect God's perfection.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								5:13-19

							
								
								#9: Fulfilling the Law

							
								
								As Christ-followers, we are to reflect the law's requirements by loving one another.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								5:20-30

							
								
								#10: Internalizing God's Word

							
								
								To overcome temptations that lead to serious sins, we must internalize God's truth in our hearts on a consistent basis.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								5:31-37

							
								
								#11: Practicing Integrity

							
								
								We are to build all relationships on trust and honesty.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								5:38-48

							
								
								#12: Loving as Christ Loved

							
								
								We are to imitate Jesus in the way He related to people who were selfish, prejudiced, judgmental, hateful, and vengeful.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								6:1-15

							
								
								#13: Experiencing God's Forgiveness

							
								
								To maintain intimate fellowship with God and one another, we must forgive those who sin against us.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								6:16-18

							
								
								#14: Honoring God

							
								
								When we give, pray, and fast, we should do so with pure motives that glorify God and not ourselves.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								6:19-24

							
								
								#15: Eternal Treasures

							
								
								We are to measure our spiritual health by the way we use our material possessions to help make disciples of all nations.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								6:25-34

							
								
								#16: Establishing 
Priorities

							
								
								To avoid anxiety, we should consistently put God first in all that we do—including the way we view and use our material possessions.

							
								
								16

							
						

						
								
								7:1-6

							
								
								#17: Judgmental 
Hypocrisy

							
								
								When we confront fellow believers because of sin in their lives, we are to make sure we have dealt properly with our own sin.

							
								
								17

							
						

						
								
								7:7-12

							
								
								#18: Persistent Prayer

							
								
								To apply Christ's teachings, we must have supernatural strength that is released in our lives through prayer.

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								7:13-23

							
								
								#19: The Way of 
Salvation

							
								
								To be true to the Scriptures, we must believe and teach that faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is the one and only way to inherit eternal life.

							
								
								19

							
						

						
								
								7:24-29

							
								
								#20: A Solid Foundation

							
								
								To withstand the vicissitudes of life, we must put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ—who He is, what He has done for all of us, and what He taught.

							
								
								20

							
						

						
								
								8:1-17

							
								
								#21: Physical Healing

							
								
								Though we are to pray for physical healing, we must differentiate between spiritual healing for salvation and physical healing for the body.

							
								
								21

							
						

						
								
								8:18-27

							
								
								#22: The God-Man

							
								
								The more we get to know Jesus Christ, the more we should be in awe of who He really is!

							
								
								22

							
						

						
								
								9:9-13

							
								
								#23: Witnessing for Christ

							
								
								To present the gospel to those who are lost we are to associate with them, but we must never compromise biblical values.

							
								
								23

							
						

						
								
								9:14-17

							
								
								#24: Function and Form

							
								
								When we worship God, we are to determine both our practices and our patterns by using God's truth in Scripture as our primary criteria, not cultural traditions.

							
								
								24

							
						

						
								
								9:18-36

							
								
								#25: Good Shepherds

							
								
								To be effective, pastors are to imitate Christ's love and compassion.

							
								
								25

							
						

						
								
								9:37–10:15

							
								
								#26: Equipping Leaders

							
								
								To carry out the Great Commission effectively, spiritual leaders must equip others to assist them who in turn will multiply this process in the lives of others.

							
								
								26

							
						

						
								
								11:1-15

							
								
								#27: Doubt and 
Disillusionment

							
								
								Regardless of our maturity in Christ, we should expect crises that are sometimes disillusioning.

							
								
								27

							
						

						
								
								11:16-30

							
								
								#28: Imitating Christ

							
								
								When we face persecution, we are to imitate the Lord's gentle, humble, and sacrificial example.

							
								
								28

							
						

						
								
								12:1-14

							
								
								#29: Inappropriate Traditions

							
								
								We should periodically evaluate our traditions in order to make sure they do not violate Christ's compassionate example or the clear teachings of Scripture.

							
								
								29

							
						

						
								
								12:22-32

							
								
								#30: The Unpardonable 
Sin

							
								
								We should assure people that they have not committed the unpardonable sin and encourage them to receive the gift of eternal life.

							
								
								30

							
						

						
								
								12:46-50

							
								
								#31: God's Spiritual Family

							
								
								To be in God's eternal family, we must believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and receive His gift of salvation.

							
								
								31

							
						

						
								
								13:1-17

							
								
								#32: The Ministry of the Spirit

							
								
								Though we are to offer the gift of salvation to all people, we must understand that no one can respond without God's divine help through the Holy Spirit.

							
								
								32

							
						

						
								
								13:18-53

							
								
								#33: The Kingdom of Heaven

							
								
								To clearly understand Jesus' references to the kingdom of heaven, we must carefully follow God's unfolding revelation regarding the church in the rest of the New Testament.

							
								
								33

							
						

						
								
								13:54-58

							
								
								#34: Rejection

							
								
								We should not be surprised when those closest to us reject the gospel and us as well.

							
								
								34

							
						

						
								
								14:1-12

							
								
								#35: Sexual Sins

							
								
								We must not underestimate the power of sexuality to cause demented people to engage in irrational acts of hate and even murder.

							
								
								35

							
						

						
								
								14:13-21

							
								
								#36: The Whole Person

							
								
								In carrying out the Great Commission, we are to minister to the whole person—body, soul, and spirit.

							
								
								36

							
						

						
								
								14:22-33

							
								
								#37: Equipping Leaders

							
								
								In preparing others for significant ministry roles, attention should be focused on key leaders who have the potential to emulate primary leaders.

							
								
								37

							
						

						
								
								15:1-20

							
								
								#38: True Spirituality

							
								
								To avoid actions that are merely external and hypocritical, we must allow God's Spirit to penetrate our hearts with biblical truth.

							
								
								38

							
						

						
								
								15:21-39

							
								
								#39: Reaching Gentiles

							
								
								We are to proclaim the message that Jesus Christ came to be the Savior for all people, regardless of race, color, or creed.

							
								
								39

							
						

						
								
								16:1-12

							
								
								#40: False Teachers

							
								
								We are to be on guard against being led astray by anyone who teaches false doctrine.

							
								
								40

							
						

						
								
								16:13-23

							
								
								#41: Satanic Influences

							
								
								Even if our belief in Christ's deity is accurate, we are still to be on guard against Satan's efforts to influence our thinking and actions.

							
								
								41

							
						

						
								
								16:24–17:13

							
								
								#42: Serving Faithfully

							
								
								Even though we may have unanswered questions, we should serve Jesus Christ faithfully until He comes again.

							
								
								42

							
						

						
								
								17:14–18:35

							
								
								#43: Life Lessons

							
								
								To be prepared for ministry, all believers should have a time of preparation that involves both specific content and practical experience.

							
								
								43

							
						

						
								
								19:1-15

							
								
								#44: Standing Firm

							
								
								In a secular as well as in a religious world that is more and more departing from biblical values, we are never to compromise the teachings of Scripture.
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								19:16-26

							
								
								#45: Biblical Priorities

							
								
								We are never to allow material possessions to keep us from making God and His will a priority in our lives.
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								19:27–20:16

							
								
								#46: Faith and Works

							
								
								To understand and present the gospel correctly, we must distinguish between the gift of salvation and rewards for faithful service.
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								20:17-28

							
								
								#47: Servant-Leadership

							
								
								Spiritual leaders who follow Christ's example should become servant-leaders.

							
								
								47

							
						

						
								
								20:29–21:11

							
								
								#48: Personal Interest

							
								
								Servant-leaders are not to allow accolades from the masses to dull their compassion for the specific needs of individuals.
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								21:23–22:14

							
								
								#49: Seeking the Truth

							
								
								We should not allow what we want to believe to cause us to reject what is God's truth.
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								22:15-46

							
								
								#50: Divine Wisdom

							
								
								When communicating with people who are attempting to advance Satan's agenda, we should seek to respond with divine wisdom in order to avoid arguments.
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								23:1-36

							
								
								#51: Exemplary Teaching

							
								
								Christian leaders are to both teach correct doctrine and practice what they teach.

							
								
								51

							
						

						
								
								23:37–24:31

							
								
								#52: Israel and the Church

							
								
								To adequately interpret prophecies regarding the end of the age, we must carefully distinguish between statements about the nation Israel and statements about the church of Jesus Christ.
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								24:32–25:46

							
								
								#53: Christ's Second Coming

							
								
								Even though we do not know when Jesus Christ will remove believers from this world, we are to prepare ourselves by faithfully living in His will.
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								26:6-16

							
								
								#54: Carnal Influence

							
								
								We must not allow critical and carnal people to impact our thinking in negative ways.
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								26:31-75

							
								
								#55: Our Great High Priest

							
								
								Without justifying our failures, we are to be reassured that we have a great high priest who understands our humanness.

							
								
								55

							
						

						
								
								27:1-10

							
								
								#56: Loving Money

							
								
								We are to be aware of the power of money in causing us to rationalize sinful decisions and to deceive ourselves regarding the ultimate results.
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								27:11-26

							
								
								#57: The Power of 
Self-Interests

							
								
								We should not be surprised when some political leaders purposely make wrong and even evil decisions to protect their own interests.
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								27:45-54

							
								
								#58: More Miraculous Signs

							
								
								When we consider the miraculous events surrounding Jesus' final hours on the cross, we should be intensely motivated to proclaim that He is indeed God's eternal Son.
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								28:1-20

							
								
								#59: The Great 
Commission

							
								
								Since the Lord Jesus Christ died and rose again to bring salvation to all who believe, we are to do what we can to deliver this message to the whole world.

							
								
								59

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Matthew

				The Genealogy of Jesus Christ

				1 The historical recorda of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham:

				

				

				

	

From Abraham to David

				2 Abraham fathered Isaac,

				Isaac fathered Jacob,

				Jacob fathered Judah and his brothers,

				3 Judah fathered Perez and Zerah by Tamar,

				Perez fathered Hezron,

				Hezron fathered Aram,

				4 Aram fathered Amminadab,

				Amminadab fathered Nahshon,

				Nahshon fathered Salmon,

				5 Salmon fathered Boaz by Rahab,

				Boaz fathered Obed by Ruth,

				Obed fathered Jesse,

				6 and Jesse fathered King David.

				

	

From David to the Babylonian Exile

				Then b David fathered Solomon by Uriah's wife,

				7 Solomon fathered Rehoboam,

				Rehoboam fathered Abijah,

				Abijah fathered Asa, c

				8 Asa d fathered Jehoshaphat,

				Jehoshaphat fathered Joram,

				Joram fathered Uzziah,

				9 Uzziah fathered Jotham,

				Jotham fathered Ahaz,

				Ahaz fathered Hezekiah,

				10 Hezekiah fathered Manasseh,

				Manasseh fathered Amon, e

				Amon fathered Josiah,

				11 and Josiah fathered Jechoniah and his brothers

				at the time of the exile to Babylon.

				

	

From the Exile to the Messiah

				12 Then after the exile to Babylon

				Jechoniah fathered Shealtiel,

				Shealtiel fathered Zerubbabel,

				13 Zerubbabel fathered Abiud,

				Abiud fathered Eliakim,

				Eliakim fathered Azor,

				14 Azor fathered Zadok,

				Zadok fathered Achim,

				Achim fathered Eliud,

				15 Eliud fathered Eleazar,

				Eleazar fathered Matthan,

				Matthan fathered Jacob,

				16 and Jacob fathered Joseph the husband of Mary,

				who gave birth tof Jesus who is called the •Messiah.

				

				17 So all the generations from Abraham to David were 14 generations; and from David until the exile to Babylon, 14 generations; and from the exile to Babylon until the Messiah, 14 generations.

				A Principle to Live By - The Gift of Salvation

				[image: Getz0967.png]

				#1 No matter what our sinful condition, we should accept total forgiveness by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ who lived, died, and rose again to redeem us from all sin.

				The genealogy of the Lord Jesus Christ speaks volumes regarding God's provision for salvation. First, God chose Abraham and Sarah out of idolatry to provide a way of salvation for all sinful humanity (v. 1).  (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				Second, we encounter at least four women in Christ's genealogy. It appears Matthew has honored these women by including them in this list but has also demonstrated that God's grace extends to all people regardless of their human failures and circumstances. For example, Rahab was a Canaanite prostitute (Mt 1:5a; see Jos 2:1-22) and Ruth was a Moabite whose genealogy began with an incestuous relationship (Mt 1:5b; see Gn 19:30-38).

				Third, some of the most notorious and evil kings of Judah are listed in Jesus' genealogy. For example, Manasseh"shed so much innocent blood that he filled Jerusalem with it from one end to another" (2Kg 21:16; see Mt 1:10). 

				Matthew's genealogy demonstrates that, through the virgin birth of Jesus Christ, God became a man who empathized with sinful humanity. Though sinless Himself, He died for the sins of the world (Jn 3:16).  (See Jos #4:Salvation for All.)

				Reflection and Response

				What does the genealogy of Jesus Christ communicate regarding God's incomparable and immeasurable grace toward all human beings?

				

				

	

The Nativity of the Messiah

				18 The birth of Jesus Christ came about this way: After His mother Mary had been •engaged to Joseph, it was discovered before they came together that she was pregnant by the Holy Spirit.19 So her husband Joseph, being a righteous man, and not wanting to disgrace her publicly, decided to divorce her secretly.

				20 But after he had considered these things, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to him in a dream, saying,"Joseph, son of David, don't be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because what has been conceived in her is by the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to name Him Jesus,g because He will save His people from their sins."

				22 Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

				

				23 See, the virgin will become pregnant

				and give birth to a son,

				and they will name Him Immanuel,h

				

				which is translated"God is with us." (See Is #8: The Incarnation.)

				24 When Joseph got up from sleeping, he did as the Lord's angel had commanded him. He married her25 but did not know her intimately until she gave birth to a son. i And he named Him Jesus.

				A Principle to Live By - Demonstrating Grace
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				#2 As believers, we are to extend mercy and grace toward those who are living out of the will 
of God.

				From a human perspective, Matthew focused his thoughts on Joseph. In identifying him as"a righteous man," we can assume that he was"declared righteous" because of his faith in God's promises (v. 19; see also Rm 5:1). If so, Joseph had followed in the footsteps of Abraham, his ancestor (Mt 1:1,17), who had"believed God, and it was credited to him for righteousness" (Gl 3:6).  (See Gn #22:Justified by Faith.)

				Joseph was also a righteous man in the way he lived. Like Abraham, his works demonstrated the reality of his faith (Jms 2:20-26). When he thought Mary had betrayed him through an immoral relationship, he responded with love and grace (Mt 1:19). Once God revealed the truth, Joseph immediately obeyed and took Mary to be his wife (v. 24). 

				In this instance, Mary was not living out of the will of God. However, Joseph responded with grace and mercy even when he believed that she was guilty of sexual immorality.

				Reflection and Response

				How can we apply this Principle to Live By today without violating Scripture?  (See Gl #11:The Process of Restoration.)

				

				

	

Wise Men Seek the King

				2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of King •Herod, •wise men from the east arrived unexpectedly in Jerusalem,2 saying,"Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the eastj and have come to worship Him."k

				3 When King Herod heard this, he was deeply disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 So he assembled all the •chief priests and •scribes of the people and asked them where the •Messiah would be born.

				5 "In Bethlehem of Judea," they told him,"because this is what was written by the prophet:

				

				6 And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

				are by no means least among the leaders of Judah:

				because out of you will come a leader

				who will shepherd My people Israel."l  (See Mc #5:Our Great Shepherd.)

				

				7 Then Herod secretly summoned the wise men and asked them the exact time the star appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said,"Go and search carefully for the child. When you find Him, report back to me so that I too can go and worship Him."m

				9 After hearing the king, they went on their way. And there it was — the star they had seen in the east!n It led them until it came and stopped above the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed beyond measure. 11 Entering the house, they saw the child with Mary His mother, and falling to their knees, they worshiped Him.o Then they opened their treasures and presented Him with gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their own country by another route.

				A Principle to Live By - Worshipful Generosity
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				#3 We are always to use our material gifts to worship and praise God and His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

				The wise men demonstrated without question who Jesus was and is—God in human flesh (1:23; Jn 1:1,14). They worshiped Him, and to demonstrate their respect and honor, they presented Him with expensive gifts (Mt 2:11).  (See Jn #2:The Deity of Christ.)

				These brilliant men did not bow down to Mary even though she was a wonderful godly mother. The wise men's gifts of"gold, frankincense, and myrrh" were for Jesus Christ. As they fell to their knees,"they worshiped Him" and"presented Him with gifts" (v. 11). 

				Mary was indeed a marvelous human instrument, miraculously touched by the Holy Spirit. However, from birth, Jesus became the"one mediator between God and humanity" (1Tm 2:5-6).  (See Heb #9:The God-Man.)

				Reflection and Response

				When we give our material gifts to God, how can we keep our attitudes and actions from becoming a mere ritual?  (See 2Co #16:Guidelines for Generosity.)

				

				

	

The Flight into Egypt

				13 After they were gone, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying,"Get up! Take the child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you. For Herod is about to search for the child to destroy Him." 14 So he got up, took the child and His mother during the night, and escaped to Egypt. 15 He stayed there until Herod's death, so that what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled: Out of Egypt I called My Son.p

				

	

The Massacre of the Innocents

				16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been outwitted by the wise men, flew into a rage. He gave orders to massacre all the male children in and around Bethlehem who were two yearsq old and under, in keeping with the time he had learned from the wise men. 17 Then what was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled:

				

				18 A voice was heard in Ramah,

				weeping, r and great mourning,

				Rachel weeping for her children;

				and she refused to be consoled,

				because they were no more.s  (See Jr #33:The Impact of Sin.)

				

	

The Holy Family in Nazareth

				19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying,"Get up! Take the child and His mother and go to the land of Israel, because those who sought the child's life are dead." 21 So he got up, took the child and His mother, and entered the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being warned in a dream, he withdrew to the region of Galilee. 23 Then he went and settled in a town called Nazareth to fulfill what was spoken through the prophets, that He will be called a •Nazarene.

				

	

The Messiah's Herald

				3 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Wilderness of Judea 2 and saying,"Repent, because the kingdom of heaven has come near!" 3 For he is the one spoken of through the prophet Isaiah, who said:

				A voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

				Prepare the way for the Lord;

				make His paths straight!t  (See Is #26: Spiritual Preparation.)

				

				4 John himself had a camel-hair garment with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then people from Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the vicinity of the Jordan were flocking to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the Jordan River as they confessed their sins.

				7 When he saw many of the •Pharisees and •Sadducees coming to the place of his baptism,u he said to them,"Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?8 Therefore produce fruit consistent withv repentance. 9 And don't presume to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I tell you that God is able to raise up children for Abraham from these stones! 10 Even now the ax is ready to strike the root of the trees! Therefore, every tree that doesn't produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

				11 "I baptize you withw water for repentance, but the One who is coming after me is more powerful than I. I am not worthy to removex His sandals. He Himself will baptize you withy the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing shovel is in His hand, and He will clear His threshing floor and gather His wheat into the barn. But the chaff He will burn up with fire that never goes out."

				A Principle to Live By - The Message of Repentance
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				#4 To have forgiveness of sins and to live in fellowship with God, we must experience true repentance.

				Repentance is a comprehensive concept. It begins with regret and sorrow for sins, but to be spiritually authentic it must involve a change in both attitudes and actions. In this instance, John's message to repent was directed specifically to the religious leaders in Israel. However, he was also speaking to all who were listening. Some were probably true believers—having experienced heart circumcision (Rm 2:29)—but not living godly lives. Some were believers in name only. John wanted them to know that just being children of Abraham physically did not mean they were God's children. Some of their hearts were still like stone, even though they were engaging in certain rituals.  (See Rm #5:A Heart Experience.)

				Writing to both Jews and Gentiles, believers and unbelievers, Paul addressed repentance. He was thankful that they had responded to his exhortation in a previous letter:

				For even if I grieved you with my letter, I do not regret it—even though I did regret it since I saw that the letter grieved you, yet only for a little while. Now I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because your grief led to repentance. For you were grieved as God willed, so that you didn't experience any loss from us. For godly grief produces a repentance not to be regretted and leading to salvation, but worldly grief produces death. (2Co 7:8-10) 

				Reflection and Response

				John the Baptist proclaimed a message of repentance when Jesus came the first time. How should the certainty of His second coming affect our message today?  (See 2Pt #5:Looking for Christ's Return.)

				

				

	

The Baptism of Jesus

				13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 But John tried to stop Him, saying,"I need to be baptized by You, and yet You come to me?"

				15 Jesus answered him,"Allow it for now, because this is the way for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he allowed Him to be baptized.

				16 After Jesus was baptized, He went up immediately from the water. The heavens suddenly opened for Him, z and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming down on Him. 17 And there came a voice from heaven:

				This is My beloved Son.

				I take delight in Him!  (See Lk #8:Believer's Baptism.)

				

	

The Temptation of Jesus

				4 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the Devil. 2 After He had fasted 40 days and 40 nights, He was hungry. 3 Then the tempter approached Him and said,"If You are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread."

				

				4 But He answered,"It is written:

				

				Man must not live on bread alone

				but on every word that comes

				from the mouth of God."aa

				

				5 Then the Devil took Him to the holy city, had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and said to Him,"If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written:

				

				He will give His angels orders concerning you,

				and they will support you with their hands

				so that you will not strike

				your foot against a stone."ab  (See Ps #87: God's Protection.)

				

				7 Jesus told him,"It is also written: Do not test the Lord your God."ac

				8 Again, the Devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9 And he said to Him,"I will give You all these things if You will fall down and worship me."ad

				10 Then Jesus told him,"Go away,ae Satan! For it is written:

				

				Worship the Lord your God,

				and serve only Him."af

				

				11 Then the Devil left Him, and immediately angels came and began to serve Him.

				A Principle to Live By - The Power of Scripture
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				#5 When we're tempted to violate God's will, we are to follow Jesus' example and use Scripture to thwart Satan's efforts.

				Our personal encounters with temptation will never equal Jesus' direct confrontation with Satan. He was the incarnate Son of God and uniquely lived in both the divine and the human realm. However, we will face a variety of temptations as followers of Jesus Christ, and when we do, like Jesus, we can draw on Scripture in order to"stand against the tactics of the Devil" (Eph 6:11). Paul exhorted the Ephesians to"take up the full armor of God," and he concluded his metaphor with"the sword of the Spirit, which is God's word" (Eph 6:13-19).  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				Reflection and Response

				How did Satan's approach to Eve in the Garden of Eden compare with his approach to Jesus in the wilderness?  (See Gn #4:Satan's Tactics.)

				

				

	

Ministry in Galilee

				12 When He heard that John had been arrested, He withdrew into Galilee. 13 He left Nazareth behind and went to live in Capernaum by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. 14 This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:

				

				15 Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,

				along the sea road, beyond the Jordan,

				Galilee of the Gentiles!

				16 The people who live in darkness

				have seen a great light,

				and for those living in the shadowland of death,

				light has dawned.ag, ah  (See Is #10:Serving Christ Faithfully.)

				

				17 From then on Jesus began to preach,"Repent, because the kingdom of heaven has come near!"

				

	

The First Disciples

				18 As He was walking along the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon, who was called Peter, and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the sea, since they were fishermen. 19 "Follow Me," He told them,"and I will make you fish forai people!" 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.

				21 Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They were in a boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and He called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed Him.

				A Principle to Live By - Dedicated Discipleship
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				#6 To follow the Lord Jesus Christ, we must faithfully apply His teachings.

				Shortly after His public baptism, which demonstrated His deity as a member of the eternal community—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (3:16-17)—Jesus began to mobilize His apostolic team. It would take over three years to prepare them to carry out the Great Commission (28:19-20). Jesus began this process even before He called Peter, Andrew, James, and John. When Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist, he introduced his brother, Peter, to Jesus (Jn 1:29-42).  (See Jn #3:Seeking the Truth.)

				For all of us, following Jesus begins with coming to know Him as personal Lord and Savior—as"the way, the truth, and the life" (Jn 14:6). In actuality, we're not sure when the apostles were truly"born again" (Jn 3:3). Thomas may not have had this experience until after Christ's crucifixion and resurrection when he saw the wounds in His hands and side (Jn 20:27-28). We do know, however, that the apostles did not understand true"followership" until the Holy Spirit descended on the day of Pentecost, after which they were truly dedicated disciples of Jesus Christ. 

				Reflection and Response

				Even though the apostles had a distinctive calling to follow Jesus, how can we apply the principles of true discipleship in our personal, family, and church life today?  (See Dt #11:Teachable Moments.)

				

				

	

Teaching, Preaching, and Healing

				23 Jesus was going all over Galilee, teaching in their •synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing everyaj disease and sickness among the people. 24 Then the news about Him spread throughout Syria. So they brought to Him all those who were afflicted, those suffering from various diseases and intense pains, the demon-possessed, the epileptics, and the paralytics. And He healed them. 25 Large crowds followed Him from Galilee, •Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan.

				The Sermon on the Mount

				5 When He saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain, and after He sat down, His disciples came to Him. 

				A Principle to Live By - Producing Mature Disciples
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				#7 To develop mature Christ-followers, all spiritual leaders should give special attention to those who have a sincere desire to learn deep spiritual truths. 

				Following His baptism, Jesus established His credibility as the Messiah by teaching from synagogue to synagogue and miraculously healing people. Predictably,"large crowds followed Him" from place to place (4:25). However, Jesus was not satisfied to simply minister to the multitudes. He often turned His attention to those who took His teachings more seriously.

				Apparently this happened when He ascended a steep hill overlooking the Sea of Galilee, knowing that only those who took His messiahship seriously would make the effort to follow Him to the top. Those who had selfish motives and were intrigued only by His miraculous powers would hesitate to negotiate the rugged incline.

				It was then that Jesus shared with His disciples what are often called the Beatitudes—qualities of life reflecting hearts that Paul described as being circumcised"by the Spirit, not the letter" (Rm 2:28-29). These great truths can only be lived out in a consistent God-honoring way by those who are justified by faith like Abraham (Rm 4:13). 

				Reflection and Response

				In what creative ways can spiritual leaders today balance reaching the multitudes with devoting quality time to those who are truly seeking to understand deeper spiritual truths?

				

				2 Thenak He began to teach them, saying:

				

	

The Beatitudes

				3 "The poor in spirit are blessed,

				for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.

				4 Those who mourn are blessed,

				for they will be comforted.

				5 The gentle are blessed,

				for they will inherit the earth.

				6 Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness are blessed,

				for they will be filled.

				7 The merciful are blessed,

				for they will be shown mercy.

				8 The pure in heart are blessed,

				for they will see God.

				9 The peacemakers are blessed,

				for they will be called sons of God.

				10 Those who are persecuted for righteousness are blessed,

				for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.

				

				11 "You are blessed when they insult and persecute you and falsely say every kind of evil against you because of Me. 12 Be glad and rejoice, because your reward is great in heaven. For that is how they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

				A Principle to Live By - Reflecting God's Fullness
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				#8 To discover enduring spiritual fulfillment, we must be saved by grace through faith and then demonstrate those qualities of life that reflect God's perfection.

				It is humanly impossible to practice Jesus' teachings perfectly. We need supernatural help. This is why the Savior came into the world—to enable us to experience God's perfection positionally (as God sees us in Christ) and then to reflect His perfection progressively (becoming more and more like Christ). This helps us understand more fully the Beatitudes and how they apply to our lives today. 

				First, to experience salvation by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we must

				
						acknowledge our spiritual poverty—be"poor in spirit" (v. 3); and

						regret our sins—be among"those who mourn" (v. 4).

				

				When we receive God's gift of salvation, we are justified by faith and God sees us as perfect through the atoning work of His Son (Rm 5:1). We are born again by the Holy Spirit who comes to dwell in us (Jn 3:6-8). This positional righteousness will enable us progressively to manifest more of God's fullness and the"fruit of the Spirit" (Gl 5:22-23). With Christ's help, we can

				
						reflect humility—be"gentle" (Mt 5:5);

						pursue godliness—seek"righteousness" (v. 6); 

						demonstrate concern for others—be"merciful" (v. 7);

						have a passion for holiness—be"pure" (v. 8);

						strive for unity—be"peacemakers" (v. 9); and

						accept rejection—be"persecuted for righteousness" (vv. 10-11).

				

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul's prayer for the Ephesians correlate with the Beatitudes?  (See Eph #7:Experiencing God's Power.)

				

				

	

Believers Are Salt and Light

				13 "You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt should lose its taste, how can it be made salty? It's no longer good for anything but to be thrown out and trampled on by men.

				14 "You are the light of the world. A city situated on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 No one lights a lamp and puts it under a basket, but rather on a lampstand, and it gives light for all who are in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shineal before men, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.

				

	

Christ Fulfills the Law

				17 "Don't assume that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.18 For •I assure you: Until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letteram or one stroke of a letter will pass from the law until all things are accomplished. 19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commands and teaches people to do so will be called least in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

				A Principle to Live By - Fulfilling the Law
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				#9 As Christ-followers, we are to reflect the law's requirements by loving one another. 

				When Jesus stated that His followers were"the salt of the earth" and"the light of the world," He used the plural pronoun"you" (vv. 13-14). Believers are to be a corporate example of Christ's love. Though each one of us is to be a personal witness, to communicate who Jesus is and why He came into the world, we need to participate in a local community of faith.

				John helped us understand how these exhortations apply to the church—particularly in fulfilling the demands of the Mosaic law. After washing the disciple's feet, Jesus taught them a profound lesson:

				I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you must also love one another. By this all people will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another. (Jn 13:34-35)  (See Ex #26:A New Command.)

				As Jesus and His men left the upper room and headed for the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus completed this powerful message with a prayer request to the heavenly Father, including the apostles and all future Christians:

				I pray not only for these, but also for those who believe in Me through their message. May they all be one, as You, Father, are in Me and I am in You. May they also be one in Us, so the world may believe You sent Me. (Jn 17:20-21)  (See Jn #28:Modeling Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do Paul's words in Romans verify our responsibility to fulfill the law of love?  (See Rm #26:Loving One Another.)

				

				20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses that of the •scribes and •Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

				

	

Murder Begins in the Heart

				21 "You have heard that it was said to our ancestors,anDo not murder,ao and whoever murders will be subject to judgment.22 But I tell you, everyone who is angry with his brotherap will be subject to judgment. And whoever says to his brother, 'Fool! 'aq will be subject to the •Sanhedrin. But whoever says, 'You moron! ' will be subject to •hellfire.ar 23 So if you are offering your gift on the altar, and there you remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled with your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25 Reach a settlement quickly with your adversary while you're on the way with him, or your adversary will hand you over to the judge, the judge toas the officer, and you will be thrown into prison. 26 I assure you: You will never get out of there until you have paid the last penny!at

				

	

Adultery in the Heart

				27 "You have heard that it was said, Do not commit adultery.au28 But I tell you, everyone who looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye •causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of the parts of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of the parts of your body than for your whole body to go into hell!

				A Principle to Live By - Internalizing God's Word

				[image: Getz0976.png]

				#10 To overcome temptations that lead to serious sins, we must internalize God's truth in our hearts on a consistent basis. 

				When Jesus challenged His disciples to surpass the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees (v. 20), it would have shocked them. Those religious leaders appeared extremely righteous due to the fact that they were very concerned with perfecting their outward actions. But because their relationship with God was not personal and heart-felt—not based on internalized truth—they gave in to the temptation to twist the laws of Moses and conform to their evil desires. They substituted the"tradition of men" for the"command of God" (Mk 7:8).  (See Mk #13:Truth and Traditions.)

				Jesus taught His listeners that in God's sight it's possible to commit both adultery and murder without actually engaging in physical acts. In these cases, lust and hate involved an actual and deliberate intent to carry out these horrible sins. Because the temptation to sin begins in the heart, it is crucial to establish the truth of God's Word in our hearts in order to resist temptation (Ps 119:11; Eph 6:17).

				King David's moral lapse dramatically illustrates this principle. From God's point of view, David had already committed both adultery and murder before he engaged in a sexual act with Bathsheba and before he ordered her husband's death (Mt 5:27-28).  (See 2Sm #7:From Temptation to Sin.)

				Reflection and Response

				What can we learn from David's terrible moral failure? 

				

				

	

Divorce Practices Censured

				31 "It was also said, Whoever divorceshis wife must give her a written notice of divorce.av32 But I tell you, everyone who divorces his wife, except in a case of sexual immorality,aw causes her to commit adultery. And whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

				

	

Tell the Truth

				33 "Again, you have heard that it was said to our ancestors,axYou must not break your oath, but you must keep your oaths to the Lord.ay34 But I tell you, don't take an oath at all: either by heaven, because it is God's throne; 35 or by the earth, because it is His footstool; or by Jerusalem, because it is the city of the great King. 36 Neither should you swear by your head, because you cannot make a single hair white or black. 37 But let your word 'yes' be 'yes,' and your 'no' be 'no.' Anything more than this is from the evil one.

				A Principle to Live By - Practicing Integrity
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				#11 We are to build all relationships on trust and honesty.

				Most of the people listening to Jesus' sermon that day on the hillside overlooking the Sea of Galilee had only one source for spiritual truth—their religious leaders. Unfortunately, they had been taught that it's perfectly right and just in God's sight for men to divorce their wives for almost any reason and to make commitments they never planned to keep. 

				Jesus clarified this issue. Divorce is indeed a serious sin, though justified for a spouse whose partner is unfaithful sexually. And, when we make commitments we are to be totally honest, with no hidden agendas and no wavering for selfish reasons. When we say"Yes" or"No," we should mean what we say. This, of course, includes our marriage vows.  (See Nm #38:Faith Promises.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do Paul's exhortations in his letter to the Ephesians correlate with this principle of trust and honesty? (See Eph #12:Walking in the Light.)

				

				

	

Go the Second Mile

				38 "You have heard that it was said, An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.az39 But I tell you, don't resistba an evildoer. On the contrary, if anyone slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also. 40 As for the one who wants to sue you and take away your shirt,bb let him have your coatbc as well. 41 And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and don't turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.

				

	

Love Your Enemies

				43 "You have heard that it was said, Love your neighborbd and hate your enemy. 44 But I tell you, love your enemiesbe and pray for those whobf persecute you,45 so that you may bebg sons of your Father in heaven. For He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward will you have? Don't even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your •brothers, what are you doing out of the ordinary?bh Don't even the Gentilesbi do the same? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

				A Principle to Live By - Loving as Christ Loved
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				#12 We are to imitate Jesus in the way He related to people who were selfish, prejudiced, judgmental, hateful, and vengeful.

				The Jewish religious leaders in Jesus' day had perverted the justice system outlined in the Old Testament, which had been designed to execute judgment in harmony with the nature of the crime. They modified this system to give ordinary citizens the right to take the law into their own hands and retaliate. Obviously, this led to horrible abuse driven by personal vengeance. 

				The scribes and Pharisees also came up with their own parameters for love: You are to love those who love you and hate those who hate you. Here Jesus addressed this perversion of Old Testament law (Ex 23:4-5; Dt 22:1,3).  (See 1Sm #22:A Shepherd's Heart.)

				Jesus, of course, set the standard higher yet when He died for the sins of the whole world. Looking down from the cross, He uttered,"Father, forgive them, because they do not know what they are doing" (Lk 23:34). Later, Stephen followed Christ's example when he suffered a martyr's death. In his dying breath, he said,"Lord, do not charge them with this sin!" (Ac 7:60).  (See Ac #13:Loving Our Enemies.)

				If possible, on your part, live at peace with everyone. Friends, do not avenge yourselves; instead, leave room for His wrath. For it is written: Vengeance belongs to Me; I will repay, says the Lord. But If your enemy is hungry, feed him. If he is thirsty, give him something to drink. For in so doing you will be heaping fiery coals on his head. Do not be conquered by evil, but conquer evil with good. (Rm 12:18-21; see also 1Pt 2:13-17.)  (See Rm #24:Avoiding Vengeance.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we as Christians practice this principle of love without allowing dishonest and selfish people, both within the church and in the world, to abuse and misuse our graciousness—or even to commit criminal acts?  (See Rm #25:Civic Responsibilities.)

				

				

	

How to Give

				6 "Be careful not to practice your righteousnessbj in front of people, to be seen by them. Otherwise, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2 So whenever you give to the poor, don't sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the •synagogues and on the streets, to be applauded by people. •I assure you: They've got their reward! 3 But when you give to the poor, don't let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.bk

				

	

How to Pray

				5 "Whenever you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites, because they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by people. I assure you: They've got their reward!6 But when you pray, go into your private room, shut your door, and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.bl 7 When you pray, don't babble like the idolaters,bm since they imagine they'll be heard for their many words. 8 Don't be like them, because your Father knows the things you need before you ask Him.

				

	

The Model Prayer

				9 "Therefore, you should pray like this:

				

				Our Father in heaven,

				Your name be honored as holy.

				10 Your kingdom come.

				Your will be done

				on earth as it is in heaven.

				11 Give us today our daily bread.bn

				12 And forgive us our debts,

				as we also have forgiven our debtors.

				13 And do not bring us intobo temptation,

				but deliver us from the evil one.bp

				[For Yours is the kingdom and the power

				and the glory forever. •Amen.]bq  (See Neh #2:A Model Prayer.)

				

				14 "For if you forgive people their wrongdoing,br your heavenly Father will forgive you as well.15 But if you don't forgive people,bs your Father will not forgive your wrongdoing.bt

				A Principle to Live By - Experiencing God's Forgiveness
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				#13 To maintain intimate fellowship with God and one another, we must forgive those who sin 
against us.

				Jesus elaborated on the forgiveness aspect of the prayer He taught His disciples (v. 12). If these men were to experience fellowship with God and others, they were to demonstrate a forgiving spirit. 

				Jesus was not teaching salvation by works. We can only experience God's judicial forgiveness when we receive the gift of salvation by faith (Eph 2:8-9). Paul wrote,"We have redemption in Him through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace" (Eph 1:7).  (See Eph #4:God's Gift.)

				Once we are redeemed by the blood of Christ, this positional forgiveness is continual and ongoing, regardless of our failures. John wrote,

				If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1Jn 1:9)

				If the blood of Christ did not continue to cover our sins, we would cease being saved by grace through faith and would be dependent on our works, a doctrine that contradicts the redemptive message of Scripture.  (See Rm #7:God's Free Gift.)

				However, if we have received God's free gift of salvation and experienced eternal forgiveness, we can only have intimate fellowship with God and other believers when we forgive one another just as Christ has forgiven us (Eph 4:32). Joseph in the Old Testament and Stephen in the New Testament both illustrate this Principle to Live By marvelously.  (See Gn #68:Forgiveness; Ac #13: Loving Our Enemies.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does the biblical command to forgive even our enemies harmonize with God's plan for justice?  (See Rm #24:Avoiding Vengeance.)

				

				

	

How to Fast

				16 "Whenever you fast, don't be sad-faced like the hypocrites. For they make their faces unattractivebu so their fasting is obvious to people. I assure you: They've got their reward! 17 But when you fast, put oil on your head, and wash your face, 18 so that you don't show your fasting to people but to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.bv

				A Principle to Live By - Honoring God
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				#14 When we give, pray, and fast, we should do so with pure motives that glorify God and not ourselves. 

				When Jesus encouraged His followers to engage in these specific spiritual disciplines in secret, He was not teaching that it's generally wrong to practice these acts of righteousness in public. If that were true, much of what we read in Scripture would violate what may appear to be a doctrine of privacy:

				
						The apostles commended Barnabas before the whole watching world (including us) for his public gift when he"sold a field he owned, brought the money, and laid it at the apostles' feet" (Ac 4:37).  (See Ac #8:Generosity)

						Earlier, a group of believers in Jerusalem prayed publicly for boldness while they faced severe persecution (Ac 4:23-31).

						Prior to Paul's missionary journey, he was fasting and praying with a group of men when they received divine guidance (Ac 13:1-3).

				

				When we understand the issues Jesus was addressing, His point becomes clear. If one removed the selfish and prideful reasons most of their religious leaders had for engaging in what were supposed to be acts of righteousness, they would have no reasons left to give, pray, and fast. Their only motive was to glorify themselves in the sight of others. In this way, Jesus exposed their hearts.

				Reflection and Response

				Since Christians are to be models of generosity, prayer, and even fasting, how can we practice these Christian disciplines publicly and at the same time glorify God and not ourselves?

				

				

	

God and Possessions

				19 "Don't collect for yourselves treasuresbw on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal.20 But collect for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves don't break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

				22 "The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. So if the light within you is darkness — how deep is that darkness!

				24 "No one can be a •slave of two masters, since either he will hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot be slaves of God and of money.

				A Principle to Live By - Eternal Treasures
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				#15 We are to measure our spiritual health by the way we use our material possessions to help make disciples of all nations.

				Again, Jesus was targeting religious leaders by using them as negative examples. Luke noted that the Pharisees were"lovers of money." They were"scoffing" at the teachings of Jesus (Lk 16:14), who then responded, 

				You are the ones who justify yourselves in the sight of others, but God knows your hearts. For what is highly admired by people is revolting in God's sight. (Lk 16:15)  (See Lk #36:Treasures in Heaven.)

				Jesus' message applies to all who claim to follow Him. He was not teaching that it is wrong to accumulate material possessions; rather, He was teaching that we should always use material possessions to pursue and promote God's work in the world (Mt 6:33). 

				Reflection and Response

				What are some questions all of us can ask ourselves in order to determine our true heart perspective on material possessions?  (See 1Tm #14:Materialistic Motivation.)

				

				

	

The Cure for Anxiety

				25 "This is why I tell you: Don't worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Isn't life more than food and the body more than clothing?26 Look at the birds of the sky: They don't sow or reap or gather into barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Aren't you worth more than they? 27 Can any of you add a single •cubit to his heightbx by worrying? 28 And why do you worry about clothes? Learn how the wildflowers of the field grow: they don't labor or spin thread. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was adorned like one of these! 30 If that's how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and thrown into the furnace tomorrow, won't He do much more for you — you of little faith? 31 So don't worry, saying, 'What will we eat? ' or 'What will we drink? ' or 'What will we wear? ' 32 For the idolatersby eagerly seek all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first the kingdom of Godbz and His righteousness, and all these things will be provided for you.34 Therefore don't worry about tomorrow, because tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

				A Principle to Live By - Establishing Priorities
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				#16 To avoid anxiety, we should consistently put God first in all that we do—including the way we view and use our material possessions.

				What Jesus had just taught about money would predictably raise questions in His listeners' minds, many of whom were poor. Knowing their hearts as well as their circumstances, Jesus addressed their anxiety by reminding them about the way God provides for even the birds of the air. They were always to have their priorities in order, putting God first and then trusting Him to care for their basic needs (v. 33). 

				Jesus, of course, was not teaching irresponsibility with regard to their work ethic. In fact, Paul made this point very clear:"If anyone isn't willing to work, he should not eat" (2Th 3:10). Using even stronger words, Paul wrote that"if anyone does not provide for his own, that is his own household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever" (1Tm 5:8).

				Jesus is teaching that we are to put God first in all that we do, while we do our part to care for our physical needs. God in turn will honor this priority.  (See 1Th #8:Economic Responsibility.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do Paul's words in Philippians 4:6-7,18-19 correlate with what Jesus was teaching about worry and anxiety in His Sermon on the Mount?

				

				

	

Do Not Judge

				7 "Do not judge, so that you won't be judged. 2 For with the judgment you use,ca you will be judged, and with the measure you use,cb it will be measured to you. 3 Why do you look at the speck in your brother's eye but don't notice the log in your own eye?4 Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' and look, there's a log in your eye? 5 Hypocrite! First take the log out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye. 6 Don't give what is holy to dogs or toss your pearls before pigs, or they will trample them with their feet, turn, and tear you to pieces.

				A Principle to Live By - Judgmental Hypocrisy
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				#17 When we confront fellow believers because of sin in their lives, we are to make sure we have dealt properly with our own sin. 

				When Jesus used this illustration, he was not saying Christians should be unconcerned about a fellow Christian's sinful action, even if it may appear to be minor. Rather, we should make sure we have dealt with our own sins, which may even be more serious than a fellow believer's sin, before we try to help someone else. Using Jesus' metaphor, we might paraphrase,"Before you try to take a small sin out of your brother's life, make sure you remove the larger sin from your own life so you can judge clearly and not be accused of being a hypocrite."

				Paul exhorted all believers to be"full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able to instruct [or admonish] one another" (Rm 15:14). To be"full of goodness," and"filled with all knowledge" means we are living in God's will, which qualifies us to exhort someone who may be living out of God's will. In other words, we are not being hypocritical like the Pharisees.  (See Rm #31:Two-Dimensional Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do both Jesus' teaching and Paul's teaching apply to our lives today when we are attempting to help someone who is seriously trapped in sin?  (See Gl #11:The Process of Restoration.)

				

				

	

Keep Asking, Searching, Knocking

				7 "Keep asking,cc and it will be given to you. Keep searching,cd and you will find. Keep knocking,ce and the doorcf will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who searches finds, and to the one who knocks, the doorcg will be opened. 9 What man among you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 11 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask Him! 12 Therefore, whatever you want others to do for you, do also the same for them — this is the Law and the Prophets.

				A Principle to Live By - Persistent Prayer
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				#18 To apply Christ's teachings, we must have supernatural strength that is released in our lives through prayer.

				We've already noted that only those who have experienced true repentance and have received God's gift of salvation can consistently obey Christ's commands. Even then, we'll always be in process until we are transformed into His perfect image when Jesus comes again. Thankfully, however, we have divine resources to help us grow spiritually. We've seen how Jesus modeled the use of Scripture to overcome temptation.  (Review Mt #5: The Power  of Scripture)

				Most importantly, Jesus encouraged His disciples to practice the principle of loving others, even their enemies (cp. 5:43-44). Jesus therefore concluded this paragraph with what has come to be called the Golden Rule: Do unto others as you would have them do unto you (7:12). Clearly, this requires God's supernatural strength. 

				Reflection and Response

				How do Jesus' teachings on prayer correlate with God's revelation to Jeremiah centuries earlier?  (See Jr #30:Sincerely Seeking God.)

				

				

	

Entering the Kingdom

				13 "Enter through the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the road is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who go through it. 14 How narrow is the gate and difficult the road that leads to life, and few find it.

				15 "Beware of false prophets who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravaging wolves. 16 You'll recognize them by their fruit. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 17 In the same way, every good tree produces good fruit, but a bad tree produces bad fruit. 18 A good tree can't produce bad fruit; neither can a bad tree produce good fruit. 19 Every tree that doesn't produce good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So you'll recognize them by their fruit.

				21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord! ' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to Me, 'Lord, Lord, didn't we prophesy in Your name, drive out demons in Your name, and do many miracles in Your name? ' 23 Then I will announce to them, 'I never knew you! Depart from Me, you lawbreakers!'ch, ci

				A Principle to Live By - The Way of Salvation
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				#19 To be true to the Scriptures, we must believe and teach that faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is the one and only way to inherit eternal life.

				Jesus stated that the"gate" or entrance is narrow, and once we start on this journey, the"road" is also narrow and difficult. By contrast, the"gate" that"leads to destruction" is"wide" and the road is"broad." In other words, it is very easy to get started on a way of life that leads toward eternal lostness, and once we start, it is effortless to get there (v. 13).

				At this point, Jesus warned against"false prophets" who promote a false view of salvation (v. 15). The most serious error is the path of good works. This deceptive message assumes that there are many roads that lead to heaven. Sadly, many of these false teachers actually called Jesus Lord and yet were not saved themselves (v. 21). 

				When Thomas asked Jesus where He was going and how to get there, the Savior's answer was unquestionably clear:

				I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. (Jn 14:6)  (See Ps#1: The Right Choice, p. 697; Pr #3: The Right Path.)

				It's true that this is a very exclusive message. We are left with the haunting question,"What about those who have never heard?" This is indeed why Jesus Christ gave the Great Commission:"Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations" (Mt 28:19). Beyond this explanation, we can only trust that God is gracious and merciful and that He is and always will be a righteous judge (Ps 9:8; 96:13). 

				Reflection and Response

				How can we respond to someone who says,"I believe Jesus Christ is a wonderful teacher and a great model, but I don't believe He is God and the only way to inherit eternal life"?  (See Jn #2:The Deity of Christ.)

				

				

	

The Two Foundations

				24 "Therefore, everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them will be like a sensible man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain fell, the rivers rose, and the winds blew and pounded that house. Yet it didn't collapse, because its foundation was on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of Mine and doesn't act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 The rain fell, the rivers rose, the winds blew and pounded that house, and it collapsed. And its collapse was great!"

				28 When Jesus had finished this sermon,cj the crowds were astonished at His teaching,29 because He was teaching them like one who had authority, and not like their •scribes.

				A Principle to Live By - A Solid Foundation
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				#20 To withstand the vicissitudes of life, we must put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ—who He is, what He has done for all of us, and what He taught. 

				Jesus claimed to be the one and only"foundation" upon which we are to build our lives 
(v. 25). Paul affirmed this great truth:

				According to God's grace that was given to me, I have laid a foundation as a skilled master builder, and another builds on it. But each one must be careful how he builds on it. For no one can lay any other foundation than what has been laid down. That foundation is Jesus Christ. (1Co 3:10-11)  (See 1Co #8:The True Foundation.)

				Even though this profound sermon by Jesus Christ contained powerful words of truth, becoming a Christian involves more than hearing and exemplifying the words of Christ as a great teacher. It involves knowing Jesus personally as the living Word, trusting that His sacrifice paid the penalty for sin, and then drawing on the supernatural strength of His indwelling presence—details that Jesus did not talk about directly at this moment in His ministry. When the time came for Jesus"to depart from this world to the Father" (Jn 13:1), He reassured the apostles that He would send"another Counselor" whom He called"the Spirit of truth" who would live in them, a promise that included all true Christ-followers (Jn 14:16-17; see also Jn 14:25-26; 16:7,12-13).  (See Jn #29:The Spirit of Truth.)

				Reflection and Response

				What does Paul mean when he prayed for the Ephesians"that the Messiah may dwell in your hearts through faith" (Eph 3:17), and how can this become our experience today?  (See Eph #7:Experiencing God's Power.)

				

				

	

A Man Cleansed

				8 When He came down from the mountain, large crowds followed Him. 2 Right away a man with a serious skin disease came up and knelt before Him, saying,"Lord, if You are willing, You can make me •clean."

				3 Reaching out His hand He touched him, saying,"I am willing; be made clean." Immediately his disease was healed.ck 4 Then Jesus told him,"See that you don't tell anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses prescribed, as a testimony to them."

				

	

A Centurion's Faith

				5 When He entered Capernaum, a •centurion came to Him, pleading with Him, 6 "Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, in terrible agony!"

				7 "I will come and heal him," He told him.

				8 "Lord," the centurion replied,"I am not worthy to have You come under my roof. But only say the word, and my servant will be cured. 9 For I too am a man under authority, having soldiers under my command.cl I say to this one, 'Go! ' and he goes; and to another, 'Come! ' and he comes; and to my •slave, 'Do this! ' and he does it."

				10 Hearing this, Jesus was amazed and said to those following Him,"•I assure you: I have not found anyone in Israel with so great a faith! 11 I tell you that many will come from east and west, and recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 12 But the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 13 Then Jesus told the centurion,"Go. As you have believed, let it be done for you." And his servant was cured that very moment.cm  (See Jn #10:A Gentile's Faith.)

				

	

Healings at Capernaum

				14 When Jesus went into Peter's house, He saw his mother-in-law lying in bed with a fever. 15 So He touched her hand, and the fever left her. Then she got up and began to serve Him. 16 When evening came, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed. He drove out the spirits with a word and healed all who were sick,17 so that what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:

				

				He Himself took our weaknesses

				and carried our diseases.cn

				A Principle to Live By - Physical Healing
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				#21 Though we are to pray for physical healing, we must differentiate between spiritual healing for salvation and physical healing for the body.

				There is no question regarding Jesus' ministry to hurting people. He not only healed people spiritually but physically. Isaiah prophesied that this would happen when Jesus came to pay for our sins by dying on the cross.  (See Is #37:God's Redemptive Story.)

				There is, however, a very important distinction. The Bible guarantees that any person who by faith"calls on the name of the Lord will be saved" (Rm 10:13). Spiritually speaking, there are no exceptions. However, the same is not true of physical healing. Sometimes physical healing seems very easy. Jesus even healed people before they knew who He was and is. This was certainly true of the blind beggar in Jerusalem.  (See Jn #20:Acceptance or Rejection.)

				Simple logic demonstrates that bodily healing is not guaranteed through Christ's death and resurrection, even if a person has unwavering faith. If this were true, Christians who are living in the will of God would never die physically.

				God does, however, have a plan for healing believers—spiritually, psychologically, and physically. James explained that we are to call for the spiritual leaders in the church. Though there is no guarantee, even when godly spiritual leaders pray in faith, we are nevertheless to believe that Jesus Christ can still do what He did when He walked the earth. However, we must only pray that His perfect will be done.  (See Jms #14:Prayers of the Righteous.)

				Reflection and Response

				What can happen to sincere Christians when they believe that God will always honor a prayer of faith for physical healing and it doesn't happen?

				

				

	

Following Jesus

				18 When Jesus saw large crowds co around Him, He gave the order to go to the other side of the sea. 19 A •scribe approached Him and said,"Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go!"

				20 Jesus told him,"Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay His head."

				21 "Lord," another of His disciples said,"first let me go bury my father."

				22 But Jesus told him,"Follow Me, and let the dead bury their own dead."

				

	

Wind and Wave Obey the Master

				23 As He got into the cp boat, His disciples followed Him. 24 Suddenly, a violent storm arose on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves. But He was sleeping. 25 So the disciples came and woke Him up, saying,"Lord, save us! We're going to die!"

				26 But He said to them,"Why are you fearful, you of little faith?" Then He got up and rebuked the winds and the sea. And there was a great calm.

				27 The men were amazed and asked,"What kind of man is this? — even the winds and the sea obey Him!"

				A Principle to Live By - The God-Man

				[image: Getz0988.png]

				#22 The more we get to know Jesus Christ, the more we should be in awe of who He really is!

				As Jesus moved about in the towns and villages in the Galilean region, large crowds continued to follow Him. Though He had already performed many miracles before the Sermon on the Mount (4:23), He continued this supernatural ministry. He cleansed a leper (8:1-4), healed the Centurion's servant (vv. 5-13), and healed Peter's mother-in-law (vv. 14-17). Physically exhausted with this intense and demanding activity, Jesus summoned His primary disciples together and they climbed into a boat. As soon as they began to cross the sea, Jesus fell sound asleep. 

				Suddenly a terrifying storm became so violent that the disciples feared they were going to drown. That was when Jesus performed one of His greatest and most spectacular miracles. He"rebuked the winds and the sea. And there was a great calm" (v. 26). Overwhelmed, the disciples blurted out,"What kind of man is this?"

				At that time, even the men who would eventually be called apostles had very little understanding of who Jesus really was (and is). They were just getting to know Him, and this stunning experience that day took them a step closer to realizing that Jesus was more than just a human being.

				Reflection and Response

				When you read Paul's description of the Lord Jesus Christ in Colossians, how would you evaluate your true understanding and emotional responses to who the Savior really is?  (See Col #4:Putting Christ First.)

				

				

	

Demons Driven Out by the Master

				28 When He had come to the other side, to the region of the Gadarenes, cq two demon-possessed men met Him as they came out of the tombs. They were so violent that no one could pass that way. 29 Suddenly they shouted,"What do You have to do with us, cr, cs Son of God? Have You come here to torment us before the time?"

				30 Now a long way off from them, a large herd of pigs was feeding. 31 "If You drive us out," the demons begged Him,"send us into the herd of pigs."

				32 "Go!" He told them. So when they had come out, they entered the pigs. And suddenly the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea and perished in the water. 33 Then the men who tended them fled. They went into the city and reported everything — especially what had happened to those who were demon-possessed. 34 At that, the whole town went out to meet Jesus. When they saw Him, they begged Him to leave their region.  (See Mk #9:Sharing Christ's Love.)

				

	

The Son of Man Forgives and Heals

				9 So He got into a boat, crossed over, and came to His own town. 2 Just then some menct brought to Him a paralytic lying on a mat. Seeing their faith, Jesus told the paralytic,"Have courage, son, your sins are forgiven."

				3 At this, some of the •scribes said among themselves,"He's blaspheming!"

				4 But perceiving their thoughts, Jesus said,"Why are you thinking evil things in your hearts?cu 5 For which is easier: to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up and walk'? 6 But so you may know that the •Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins" — then He told the paralytic,"Get up, pick up your mat, and go home." 7 And he got up and went home. 8 When the crowds saw this, they were awestruck cv, cw and gave glory to God who had given such authority to men.  (See Mk #3:Physical Healing.)

				

	

The Call of Matthew

				9 As Jesus went on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax office, and He said to him,"Follow Me!" So he got up and followed Him.

				10 While He was reclining at the table in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came as guests to eatcx with Jesus and His disciples.11 When the •Pharisees saw this, they asked His disciples,"Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?"

				12 But when He heard this, He said,"Those who are well don't need a doctor, but the sick do.13 Go and learn what this means: I desire mercy and not sacrifice.cy For I didn't come to call the righteous, but sinners."cz

				A Principle to Live By - Witnessing for Christ

				[image: Getz0989.png]

				#23 To present the gospel to those who are lost we are to associate with them, but we must never compromise biblical values.  (See Lk #12:Redemptive Grace.)

				Matthew included his own miracle story in his Gospel record. Before he became a disciple of Jesus, he collected taxes for the Roman government. This vocation was an opportunity to get rich quick. Beyond the amount they were required to collect, they could add to their income by demanding more. Understandably, ordinary citizens despised these men—they were called"tax collectors and sinners" (v. 11). 

				After Matthew made the life-changing decision to leave his unethical and materialistic business, he hosted a banquet to introduce his fellow"tax collectors and sinners" to the Messiah. That it was"a grand banquet . . . at his house" indicates he was a very wealthy man (Lk 5:29). 

				The Pharisees criticized Jesus for eating with this group of dishonest people. There is a powerful lesson for all of us in Jesus' response: He had come to call sinners, not those who arrogantly and falsely claimed to be righteous! In order to present the gospel to these people, Jesus went where they were. We must do the same, if we are to be"salt" and"light" in this world (Mt 5:13-14).  (Review Mt #9: Fulfilling the Law)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we practice this principle of being"salt" and"light" in this world without violating John's exhortation in his first Epistle?  (See 1Jn #6:Overcoming the World.)

				

				

	

A Question about Fasting

				14 Then John's disciples came to Him, saying,"Why do we and the Pharisees fast often, but Your disciples do not fast?"

				15 Jesus said to them,"Can the wedding guestsda be sad while the groom is with them? The timedb will come when the groom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast. 16 No one patches an old garment with unshrunk cloth, because the patch pulls away from the garment and makes the tear worse. 17 And no one putsdc new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the skins burst, the wine spills out, and the skins are ruined. But they put new wine into fresh wineskins, and both are preserved."

				A Principle to Live By - Function and Form

				[image: Getz0990.png]

				#24 When we worship God, we are to determine both our practices and our patterns by using God's truth in Scripture as our primary criteria, not cultural traditions.

				The religious leaders in Jesus' day had developed a legalistic system that violated Old Testament teachings. Under the law, fasting was a voluntary act, but these men believed they had to fast twice a week to be in the will of God (Lk 18:12). Furthermore, these lawmakers feigned sadness while they were fasting so others would know they were being religious (Mt 6:1,16). 

				Jesus introduced a whole new way of worshiping God that could not be harmonized with these particular traditions. To make this point, He used two illustrations:

				
						Ceasing to maintain an"old garment" (9:16).

						Eliminating"old wineskins" and creating"fresh wineskins" to hold the"new wine" (v. 17).

				

				The new wineskin represented Jesus' message of authentic, internal worship that focused on God, not on ourselves.

				Tradition in itself is not inappropriate. We all develop conventional ways of doing things in personal and corporate worship. But we must not violate biblical truth with our cultural traditions. Stated positively, we must make sure our external forms and methods are in harmony with biblical functions that deepen our inner, spiritual lives. 

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways are some Christians today inappropriately following traditions rather than the teachings of Scripture—in their personal and spiritual disciplines as well as in their corporate worship?

				

				

	

A Girl Restored and a Woman Healed

				18 As He was telling them these things, suddenly one of the leaders came and knelt down before Him, saying,"My daughter is near death,dd but come and lay Your hand on her, and she will live." 19 So Jesus and His disciples got up and followed him.

				20 Just then, a woman who had suffered from bleeding for 12 years approached from behind and touched the •tassel on His robe, 21 for she said to herself,"If I can just touch His robe, I'll be made well!"de

				22 But Jesus turned and saw her."Have courage, daughter," He said."Your faith has made you well."df And the woman was made well from that moment.dg

				23 When Jesus came to the leader's house, He saw the flute players and a crowd lamenting loudly. 24 "Leave," He said,"because the girl isn't dead, but sleeping." And they started laughing at Him. 25 But when the crowd had been put outside, He went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. 26 And this news spread throughout that whole area.

				

	

Healing the Blind

				27 As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed Him, shouting,"Have mercy on us, Son of David!"

				28 When He entered the house, the blind men approached Him, and Jesus said to them,"Do you believe that I can do this?"

				"Yes, Lord," they answered Him.

				29 Then He touched their eyes, saying,"Let it be done for you according to your faith!" 30 And their eyes were opened. Then Jesus warned them sternly,"Be sure that no one finds out!"dh 31 But they went out and spread the news about Him throughout that whole area.  (From the standpoint of faith, how does this healing differ from that of the man born blind? See Jn #20: Acceptance or Rejection, p. 1454.)

				

	

Driving Out a Demon

				32 Just as they were going out, a demon-possessed man who was unable to speak was brought to Him. 33 When the demon had been driven out, the mandi spoke. And the crowds were amazed, saying,"Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel!"

				34 But the Pharisees said,"He drives out demons by the ruler of the demons!"

				

	

The Lord of the Harvest

				35 Then Jesus went to all the towns and villages, teaching in their •synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing everydj disease and every sickness. dk36 When He saw the crowds, He felt compassion for them, because they were weary and worn out, like sheep without a shepherd.

				A Principle to Live By - Good Shepherds

				[image: Getz0991.png]

				#25 To be effective, pastors are to imitate Christ's love and compassion.

				The ancient Jewish historian Josephus has estimated that there were at least two hundred cities and villages in the Galilean region with a total population of at least three million people. If we take Matthew's account literally,"Jesus went to all the towns and villages" (v. 35). Obviously, His ministry in this area was intense and demanding. 

				Even before He delivered His message on the hillside overlooking the Sea of Galilee, a multitude had begun to follow Him everywhere (4:25). The crowds continued to increase after He healed the woman with a persistent flow of blood (9:20-22), restored a young girl to life (vv. 23-26), opened the eyes of two blind men (vv. 27-31), and freed a demon-possessed man (vv. 32-33). 

				Jesus felt compassion for all people who came to hear Him. The word translated"compassion" actually refers to the"intestines," that is, deep, visceral empathy. Earlier, Matthew described this mind-body experience more specifically, quoting Isaiah's prophecy:"He Himself took our weaknesses and carried our diseases" (8:17). In other words, without actually contracting these illnesses, Jesus suffered both emotionally and physically as He identified with the multitude of hurting people who"were weary and worn out, like sheep without a shepherd" (9:36). 

				Jesus was and is the good shepherd who literally gave His life for all humanity (Jn 10:11). Although few spiritual leaders today are called on to die for their flocks, the Heavenly Father is still looking for men and women who will follow His example and be good shepherds within the church, the family of God.

				Reflection and Response

				How does Peter's description of what God expects from local church elders reflect Christ's role as a compassionate Shepherd?  (See 1Pt #11:Demonstrating Humility.)

				

				37 Then He said to His disciples,"The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. 38 Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest."

				

	

Commissioning the Twelve

				10 Summoning His 12 disciples, He gave them authority over •unclean spirits, to drive them out and to heal everydl disease and sickness.2 These are the names of the 12 apostles:

				

				First, Simon, who is called Peter,

				and Andrew his brother;

				James the son of Zebedee,

				and John his brother;

				3 Philip and Bartholomew;

				Thomas and Matthew the tax collector;

				James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; dm

				

				4 Simon the Zealot,dn and Judas Iscariot,do

				who also betrayed Him.

				

				5 Jesus sent out these 12 after giving them instructions:"Don't take the road leading to other nations, and don't enter any •Samaritan town. 6 Instead, go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As you go, announce this: 'The kingdom of heaven has come near.' 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those with skin diseases, drive out demons. You have received free of charge; give free of charge. 9 Don't take along gold, silver, or copper for your money-belts. 10 Don't take a traveling bag for the road, or an extra shirt, sandals, or a walking stick, for the worker is worthy of his food.

				11 "When you enter any town or village, find out who is worthy, and stay there until you leave. 12 Greet a household when you enter it, 13 and if the household is worthy, let your peace be on it. But if it is unworthy, let your peace return to you. 14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust off your feet when you leave that house or town. 15 •I assure you: It will be more tolerable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town.

				A Principle to Live By - Equipping Leaders
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				#26 To carry out the Great Commission effectively, spiritual leaders must equip others to assist them
who in turn will multiply this process in the lives of others.  (See Mk #4:Transformation.)

				In order to"make disciples of all nations" (Mt 28:19), Jesus modeled the importance of mobilizing and equipping others to help carry out this great task. He began by choosing and commissioning twelve disciples He designated as apostles. The term"disciples" describes all people who chose to follow Jesus as a master teacher. However, Jesus used the term"apostles" for those He selected to be His representatives and to carry out His mission on earth (10:1-4).

				As an apostle, Paul understood and practiced this principle in his own ministry by choosing those who could assist him and who would duplicate the process in the lives of others. Just prior to his martyrdom, he wrote to Timothy,

				And what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, commit to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. (2Tm 2:2)  (See 2Tm #3:Mentoring Others.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can we practice this principle of multiplication more effectively in our churches today?

				

				

	

Persecutions Predicted

				16 "Look, I'm sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as serpents and as harmless as doves. 17 Because people will hand you over to sanhedrins and flog you in their •synagogues, beware of them. 18 You will even be brought before governors and kings because of Me, to bear witness to them and to the nations. 19 But when they hand you over, don't worry about how or what you should speak. For you will be given what to say at that hour, 20 because you are not speaking, but the Spirit of your Father is speaking through you.  (See Ac #6:Honoring God.)

				21 "Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children will even rise up against their parents and have them put to death. 22 You will be hated by everyone because of My name. But the one who endures to the end will be delivered.dp 23 When they persecute you in one town, escape to another. For I assure you: You will not have covered the towns of Israel before the •Son of Man comes. 24 A discipledq is not above his teacher, or a •slave above his master. 25 It is enough for a disciple to become like his teacher and a slave like his master. If they called the head of the house '•Beelzebul,' how much more the members of his household!

				

	

Fear God

				26 "Therefore, don't be afraid of them, since there is nothing covered that won't be uncovered and nothing hidden that won't be made known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in the light. What you hear in a whisper,dr proclaim on the housetops. 28 Don't fear those who kill the body but are not able to kill the soul; rather, fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in •hell. 29 Aren't two sparrows sold for a penny?ds Yet not one of them falls to the ground without your Father's consent.dt 30 But even the hairs of your head have all been counted. 31 So don't be afraid therefore; you are worth more than many sparrows.  (See Ac #23:Our Sovereign God.)

				

	

Acknowledging Christ

				32 "Therefore, everyone who will acknowledge Me before men, I will also acknowledge him before My Father in heaven. 33 But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father in heaven. 34 Don't assume that I came to bring peace on the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I came to turn

				

				a man against his father,

				a daughter against her mother,

				a daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law;

				36 and a man's enemies will be

				the members of his household.du  (See Lk #29:A Difficult Decision.)

				

				37 The person who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; the person who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 38 And whoever doesn't take up his cross and followdv Me is not worthy of Me. 39 Anyone findingdw his life will lose it, and anyone losingdx his life because of Me will find it.  (See Lk #34:Dedicated Discipleship.)

				

	

A Cup of Cold Water

				40 "The one who welcomes you welcomes Me, and the one who welcomes Me welcomes Him who sent Me. 41 Anyone whody welcomes a prophet because he is a prophetdz will receive a prophet's reward. And anyone whoea welcomes a righteous person because he's righteouseb will receive a righteous person's reward. 42 And whoever gives just a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is a discipleec — I assure you: He will never lose his reward!"

				

	

In Praise of John the Baptist

				11 When Jesus had finished giving orders to His 12 disciples, He moved on from there to teach and preach in their towns.2 When John heard in prison what the •Messiah was doing, he sent a message by his disciples3 and asked Him,"Are You the One who is to come, or should we expect someone else?"

				4 Jesus replied to them,"Go and report to John what you hear and see: 5 the blind see, the lame walk, those with skin diseases are healed,ed the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor are told the good news.6 And if anyone is not •offended because of Me, he is blessed."

				7 As these men went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John:"What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the wind? 8 What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothes? Look, those who wear soft clothes are in kings' palaces. 9 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and far more than a prophet. 10 This is the one it is written about:

				

				Look, I am sending My messenger ahead of You;ee

				he will prepare Your way before You.ef  (See Mal #4:The Second Coming.)

				

				11 "•I assure you: Among those born of women no one greater than John the Baptist has appeared,eg but the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been suffering violence,eh and the violent have been seizing it by force. 13 For all the prophets and the Law prophesied until John; 14 if you're willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who is to come.15 Anyone who has earsei should listen!

				A Principle to Live By - Doubt and Disillusionment

				[image: Getz0993.png]

				#27 Regardless of our maturity in Christ, we should expect crises that are sometimes 
disillusioning. 

				John the Baptist was definitely limited in his understanding of Jesus' mission, just as other Old Testament prophets had been (1Pt 1:10-11). He understood clearly that the Messiah would come as a righteous judge and separate the"wheat" from the"chaff" in Israel (Mt 3:12). Now he was wondering why this was not happening. It's not surprising that John had questions about Jesus' identity. Like many Jews in his day, he did not comprehend Isaiah's message regarding the suffering Savior (Is 53:5-9). 

				Jesus reassured John that He was indeed the Messiah, and He publically affirmed John's godly character (Mt 11:7-11). John certainly needed this affirmation during this very painful time in his life. However, he went to his grave without having his questions fully answered, facing a cruel death by the order of King Herod whose sins he had confronted (14:1-12)! This dynamic prophet joined the ranks of many dedicated believers who, even with limited knowledge, suffered terribly for their faith. Truly,"the world was not worthy of them" (Heb 11:38).  (See Heb #17:Faith that Endures.)

				Reflection and Response

				How should John's story encourage all of us when we face times of doubt, confusion, and uncertainty in our Christian lives?

				

				

	

An Unresponsive Generation

				16 "To what should I compare this generation? It's like children sitting in the marketplaces who call out to each other:

				

				17 We played the flute for you,

				but you didn't dance;

				we sang a lament,

				but you didn't mourn!ej

				

				18 For John did not come eating or drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon! ' 19 The •Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners! ' Yet wisdom is vindicatedek by her deeds."el

				20 Then He proceeded to denounce the towns where most of His miracles were done, because they did not repent: 21 "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented in •sackcloth and ashes long ago! 22 But I tell you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You will go down to •Hades. For if the miracles that were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until today. 24 But I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom on the day of judgment than for you."

				

	

The Son Gives Knowledge and Rest

				25 At that time Jesus said,"I praiseem You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because You have hidden these things from the wise and learned and revealed them to infants. 26 Yes, Father, because this was Your good pleasure.en 27 All things have been entrusted to Me by My Father. No one knowseo the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son desiresep to reveal Him.

				28 "Come to Me, all of you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.29 All of you, take up My yoke and learn from Me, because I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for yourselves.30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light."

				A Principle to Live By - Imitating Christ

				#28 When we face persecution, we are to imitate the Lord's gentle, humble, and sacrificial example.

				[image: Getz0994.png]

				Though the time had not come for Jesus to become the judge of the whole world, the rejection He and John were experiencing from their own people made the Lord both sad and angry. However, after prophesying some very strong future indictments and woes (curses) on those who had the most exposure to His teaching and yet ignored or rejected Him (vv. 20-24), Jesus continued His role among His people as the compassionate and gentle shepherd who had come to give His life for His sheep. 

				

				Jesus offered people freedom from the legalistic burdens that men had placed on them 
(vv. 28-30; cp. 23:4). In spite of the persecution they would face in following Jesus—including possible death—Jesus offered internal peace and, most importantly,"peace with God" (Rm 5:1). Jesus continued to affirm what He had taught in His Sermon on the Mount (Mt 5:11-12). 

				Reflection and Response

				Though we may never experience the intense persecution that has existed throughout history, what are some practical ways we can imitate Christ in our everyday experiences?  (See Php #6:Imitating Christ.)

				

				

	

Lord of the Sabbath

				12 At that time Jesus passed through the grainfields on the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry and began to pick and eat some heads of grain. 2 But when the •Pharisees saw it, they said to Him,"Look, Your disciples are doing what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath!"

				3 He said to them,"Haven't you read what David did when he and those who were with him were hungry — 4 how he entered the house of God, and they ateeq the •sacred bread, which is not lawful for him or for those with him to eat, but only for the priests? 5 Or haven't you read in the Law that on Sabbath days the priests in the temple violate the Sabbath and are innocent? 6 But I tell you that something greater than the temple is here!7 If you had known what this means: I desire mercy and not sacrifice,er you would not have condemned the innocent. 8 For the •Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath."

				

	

The Man with the Paralyzed Hand

				9 Moving on from there, He entered their •synagogue.10 There He saw a man who had a paralyzed hand. And in order to accuse Him they asked Him,"Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?"

				11 But He said to them,"What man among you, if he had a sheepes that fell into a pit on the Sabbath, wouldn't take hold of it and lift it out?12 A man is worth far more than a sheep, so it is lawful to do what is good on the Sabbath."

				13 Then He told the man,"Stretch out your hand." So he stretched it out, and it was restored, as good as the other. 14 But the Pharisees went out and plotted against Him, how they might destroy Him.

				A Principle to Live By - Inappropriate Traditions

				[image: Getz0995.png]

				#29 We should periodically evaluate our traditions in order to make sure they do not violate Christ's compassionate example or the clear teachings of Scripture.

				In His ministry, Jesus confronted man-made traditions. Over the years, hundreds of regulations had been added to the Mosaic law. For example, God commanded the children of Israel not to reap grain on the Sabbath (Ex 34:21), but contrary to what the Pharisees had added, it was not wrong to satisfy hunger by plucking a few heads of grain (Dt 23:24-25). 

				The Pharisees had developed traditions that violated God's purpose for the Sabbath, so Jesus purposely healed a man on that sacred day. At the same time, He accused them of having more compassion on trapped sheep than on suffering human beings (Mt 12:11-12). They had developed laws to help distressed animals but not"a man who had a paralyzed hand" as well as other people in distress (v. 10). 

				The Pharisees' reaction revealed their heart motives. As a result of this miracle, they actually plotted with their arch enemies—the Herodians—how to kill Jesus (Mk 3:6).

				What Jesus did for this man with the paralyzed hand illustrates Jesus' concern for suffering people. As Isaiah prophesied, He would not"break a bruised reed" or"put out a smoldering wick" (Mt 12:20). (Review Mt #24: Function and Form.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways do some Christians today add to the teachings of the New Testament and become more concerned about these man-made traditions than the needs of people?

				

				

	

The Servant of the Lord

				15 When Jesus became aware of this, He withdrew from there. Huge crowds et followed Him, and He healed them all. 16 He warned them not to make Him known, 17 so that what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:

				

				18 Here is My Servant whom I have chosen,

				My beloved in whom My soul delights;

				I will put My Spirit on Him,

				and He will proclaim justice to the nations.

				19 He will not argue or shout,

				and no one will hear His voice in the streets.

				20 He will not break a bruised reed,

				and He will not put out a smoldering wick,

				until He has led justice to victory.eu

				21 The nations will put their hope in His name.ev  (See Is #30:God's Witnesses.)

				

	

A House Divided

				22 Then a demon-possessed man who was blind and unable to speak was brought to Him. He healed him, so that the manew could both speak and see.23 And all the crowds were astounded and said,"Perhaps this is the Son of David!"

				24 When the Pharisees heard this, they said,"The man drives out demons only by •Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons."

				25 Knowing their thoughts, He told them:"Every kingdom divided against itself is headed for destruction, and no city or house divided against itself will stand. 26 If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then will his kingdom stand? 27 And if I drive out demons by Beelzebul, who is it your sons drive them out by? For this reason they will be your judges. 28 If I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you. 29 How can someone enter a strong man's house and steal his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he can rob his house. 30 Anyone who is not with Me is against Me, and anyone who does not gather with Me scatters. 31 Because of this, I tell you, people will be forgiven every sin and blasphemy, but the blasphemy againstex the Spirit will not be forgiven.ey32 Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him. But whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the one to come.

				A Principle to Live By - The Unpardonable Sin

				[image: Getz0996.png]

				#30 We should assure people that they have not committed the unpardonable sin and encourage them to receive the gift of eternal life.

				Jesus had miraculously demonstrated again and again not only that He was from God, but that He was the God-man. When Jesus healed the demon-possessed man, even the Pharisees could not ignore the supernatural nature of this miracle. The one who had no voice or vision"could both speak and see" (v. 22). But in the full light of Christ's enormous power, they attributed the Holy Spirit's divine work to Satan. Their hearts were so calloused and their consciences so seared, they had cut themselves off from God's grace.

				As God's chosen people, these religious leaders had"tasted the heavenly gift." They had become"companions with the Holy Spirit." They had"tasted God's good word and the powers of the coming age" (Heb 6:4-5). However when they attributed Jesus' healing power to Satan, they had"fallen away" from their special calling as God's chosen people (Heb 6:6). They had once and for all rejected the Messiah. This is the unpardonable sin since Jesus is the only way to God (Jn 14:6).  (See Heb #10:Hardened Hearts.)

				We must remember that this was a very select group. It certainly did not include all Pharisees and other religious leaders. In fact, when the church was growing in Jerusalem,"a large group of priests became obedient to the faith" (Ac 6:7). And Paul's conversion illustrates that even an arrogant, self-righteous Pharisee could be saved (Php 3:3-6; 1Tm 1:12-17). However, Paul's despicable behavior was caused primarily by ignorance. He had not personally witnessed Christ's miracles, as these Pharisees had.  (See 1Tm #2:The True Gospel.)

				Personally and pragmatically, the fact that we are concerned about our relationship with God indicates we have not ultimately rejected Him, but instead we are responding to His love and grace.

				Reflection and Response

				When people worry that they may have committed the unpardonable sin, what other steps can we take to reassure them they can be forgiven of all sin? (See 1Jn 1:9.)

				

				

	

A Tree and Its Fruit

				33 "Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree badez and its fruit bad; for a tree is known by its fruit. 34 Brood of vipers! How can you speak good things when you are evil? For the mouth speaks from the overflow of the heart. 35 A good man produces good things from his storeroom of good,fa and an evil man produces evil things from his storeroom of evil. 36 I tell you that on the day of judgment people will have to account for every careless word they speak.fb 37 For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned."  (See Jms #8:Sinful Anger.)

				

	

The Sign of Jonah

				38 Then some of the •scribes and Pharisees said to Him,"Teacher, we want to see a sign from You."

				39 But He answered them,"An evil and adulterous generation demands a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For as Jonah was in the belly of the huge fish three days and three nights, so the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights. 41 The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at Jonah's proclamation; and look — something greater than Jonah is here! 42 The queen of the south will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and look — something greater than Solomon is here!  (See Jnh #2:God's Sovereign Actions.)

				

	

An Unclean Spirit's Return

				43 "When an •unclean spirit comes out of a man, it roams through waterless places looking for rest but doesn't find any. 44 Then it says, 'I'll go back to my house that I came from.' And returning, it finds the house vacant, swept, and put in order. 45 Then off it goes and brings with it seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and settle down there. As a result, that man's last condition is worse than the first. That's how it will also be with this evil generation."

				

	

True Relationships

				46 He was still speaking to the crowds when suddenly His mother and brothers were standing outside wanting to speak to Him.47 Someone told Him,"Look, Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to You." fc

				48 But He replied to the one who told Him,"Who is My mother and who are My brothers?" 49 And stretching out His hand toward His disciples, He said,"Here are My mother and My brothers! 50 For whoever does the will of My Father in heaven, that person is My brother and sister and mother."

				A Principle to Live By - God's Spiritual Family

				[image: Getz0997.png]

				#31 To be in God's eternal family, we must believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and receive His gift of salvation.

				Someone informed Jesus that His mother and brothers were outside the house where He was speaking (v. 47). Mary, of course, was His mother and He had at least four half-brothers: James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas. He had sisters as well but they are never named (13:55-56). 

				Jesus' response set the stage for a mystery to be revealed later. In fact, this is a very important transitional event, moving from Jesus' teaching regarding His literal kingdom on earth to a kingdom that would be fulfilled in the hearts of people and manifested through the church (Eph 3:4-7). Using His own family as an illustration, Jesus made it clear that anyone who"does the will" of His heavenly Father can become a part of God's spiritual household (Mt 12:50), which includes both Jews and Gentiles. Paul explained this great truth more fully following God's more complete and unfolding revelation:

				For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with the saints, and members of God's household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the cornerstone. The whole building, being put together by Him, grows into a holy sanctuary in the Lord. You also are being built together for God's dwelling in the Spirit. (Eph 2:18-22) 

				Reflection and Response

				How would you describe a local church that is functioning as a loving, unified family—as brothers and sisters in Christ doing the will of the heavenly Father?  (See Rm #23:Sincere Love.)

				

				

	

The Parable of the Sower

				13 On that day Jesus went out of the house and was sitting by the sea.2 Such large crowds gathered around Him that He got into a boat and sat down, while the whole crowd stood on the shore.

				3 Then He told them many things in parables, saying:"Consider the sower who went out to sow. 4 As he was sowing, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Others fell on rocky ground, where there wasn't much soil, and they sprang up quickly since the soil wasn't deep. 6 But when the sun came up they were scorched, and since they had no root, they withered. 7 Others fell among thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them. 8 Still others fell on good ground and produced a crop: some 100, some 60, and some 30 times what was sown. 9 Anyone who has earsfd should listen!"

				

	

Why Jesus Used Parables

				10 Then the disciples came up and asked Him,"Why do You speak to them in parables?"

				11 He answered them,"Because the •secrets of the kingdom of heaven have been given for you to know, but it has not been given to them. 12 For whoever has, more will be given to him, and he will have more than enough. But whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. 13 For this reason I speak to them in parables, because looking they do not see, and hearing they do not listen or understand. 14 Isaiah's prophecy is fulfilled in them, which says:

				

				You will listen and listen,

				yet never understand;

				and you will look and look,

				yet never perceive.

				15 For this people's heart has grown callous;

				their ears are hard of hearing,

				and they have shut their eyes;

				otherwise they might see with their eyes

				and hear with their ears,

				understand with their hearts

				and turn back —

				and I would cure them.fe  (See Is #7:Living Holy Lives.)

				

				16 "But your eyes are blessed because they do see, and your ears because they do hear!17 For •I assure you: Many prophets and righteous people longed to see the things you see yet didn't see them; to hear the things you hear yet didn't hear them.

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - The Ministry of the Spirit
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				#32 Though we are to offer the gift of salvation to all people, we must understand that no one can respond without God's divine help through the Holy Spirit.

				After Jesus' references to His extended spiritual family, He began to use parables. Those who had been truly listening to Jesus' teaching—whom Matthew identified as"disciples"—were puzzled with this change (v. 10). Heretofore, Jesus had taught very clearly God's will, as is obvious in His Sermon on the Mount. However, when the vast majority of those who followed Him listened but would not respond in repentance even though He again and again verified His deity with miracles, He shifted His straightforward teaching to sharing stories or parables. This shift in approach coincided with the Pharisees accusing Him of casting out demons with Satan's power. 

				Jesus used parables to hide the truth from those who had again and again rejected it in the full light of His miracles, and to clarify the truth for those whose hearts were open.  (See Mk #6:Being Faithful Witnesses.)

				As believers today, our relationship with Jesus Christ is based on God's grace. Though the invitation to believe in His death and resurrection is indeed open to all people, no one can respond to that invitation without God's divine help. Paul made this point clear:

				Now concerning what comes from the Spirit: brothers, I do not want you to be unaware. You know that when you were pagans, you used to be led off to the idols that could not speak. Therefore I am informing you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says,"Jesus is cursed," and no one can say,"Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit. (1Co 12:1-3) 

				Reflection and Response

				How can we faithfully carry out the Great Commission and yet rely on the Holy Spirit to move people to respond to the gospel?

				

				

	

The Parable of the Sower Explained

				18 "You, then, listen to the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the wordff about the kingdom and doesn't understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the one sown along the path. 20 And the one sown on rocky ground — this is one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy. 21 Yet he has no root in himself, but is short-lived. When pressure or persecution comes because of the word, immediately he stumbles. 22 Now the one sown among the thorns — this is one who hears the word, but the worries of this age and the seductionfg of wealth choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 23 But the one sown on the good ground — this is one who hears and understands the word, who does bear fruit and yields: some 100, some 60, some 30 times what was sown."

				

	

The Parable of the Wheat and the Weeds

				24 He presented another parable to them:"The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field.25 But while people were sleeping, his enemy came, sowed weedsfh among the wheat, and left. 26 When the plants sprouted and produced grain, then the weeds also appeared. 27 The landowner's •slaves came to him and said, 'Master, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Then where did the weeds come from? '

				28 " 'An enemy did this! ' he told them.

				" 'So, do you want us to go and gather them up? ' the slaves asked him.

				29 " 'No,' he said. 'When you gather up the weeds, you might also uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At harvest time I'll tell the reapers: Gather the weeds first and tie them in bundles to burn them, but store the wheat in my barn.'"

				

	

The Parables of the Mustard Seed 
and of the Yeast

				31 He presented another parable to them:"The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. 32 It's the smallest of all the seeds, but when grown, it's taller than the vegetables and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the sky come and nest in its branches."

				33 He told them another parable:"The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into 50 poundsfi of flour until it spread through all of it."fj

				

	

Using Parables Fulfills Prophecy

				34 Jesus told the crowds all these things in parables, and He would not speak anything to them without a parable, 35 so that what was spoken through the prophet might be fulfilled:

				

				I will open My mouth in parables;

				I will declare things kept secret

				from the foundation of the world.fk

				

	

Jesus Interprets the Wheat and the Weeds

				36 Then He dismissed the crowds and went into the house. His disciples approached Him and said,"Explain the parable of the weeds in the field to us."

				37 He replied:"The One who sows the good seed is the •Son of Man; 38 the field is the world; and the good seed — these are the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the Devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 40 Therefore, just as the weeds are gathered and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather from His kingdom everything that causes sinfl and those •guilty of lawlessness.fm 42 They will throw them into the blazing furnace where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in their Father's kingdom. Anyone who has earsfn should listen!

				

	

The Parables of the Hidden Treasure 
and of the Priceless Pearl

				44 "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure, buried in a field, that a man found and reburied. Then in his joy he goes and sells everything he has and buys that field.

				45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls. 46 When he found one pricelessfo pearl, he went and sold everything he had, and bought it.

				

	

The Parable of the Net

				47 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a large net thrown into the sea. It collected every kind of fish, 48 and when it was full, they dragged it ashore, sat down, and gathered the good fish into containers, but threw out the worthless ones. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will go out, separate the evil people from the righteous, 50 and throw them into the blazing furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

				

	

The Storehouse of Truth

				51 "Have you understood all these things?"fp

				"Yes," they told Him.

				52 "Therefore," He said to them,"every student of Scripturefq instructed in the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who brings out of his storeroom what is new and what is old."53 When Jesus had finished these parables, He left there.

				A Principle to Live By - The Kingdom of Heaven

				[image: Getz0999.png]

				#33 To clearly understand Jesus' references to the kingdom of heaven, we must carefully follow God's unfolding revelation regarding the church in the rest of the New Testament. 

				After laying the groundwork for the church age by indicating that"whoever does the will of" His heavenly Father are His extended family (12:50), Jesus used parables to expand on this great mystery. In fact, we read that"on that day"—the same day He referred to His mother and His siblings—Jesus began to share parables (13:1-3).

				Matthew recorded eight of these interrelated stories, and each one revealed a specific truth regarding what was going to happen in the future. 

				1.	The sower illustrates how various people will respond to the Word of God 
(vv. 3-9,18-23).

				2.	The wheat and weeds illustrate how believers and unbelievers will live together in the kingdom of heaven until Christ comes and separates them (vv. 24-30,36-43).

				3,4.	The mustard seed and the yeast illustrate how a small group of disciples will grow into a large company (vv. 31-33). 

				5,6.	The hidden treasure and the priceless pearl illustrate what it cost Jesus to provide a way of redemption (vv. 44-46).

				7.	The net illustrates the separation of the righteous from the wicked when Christ returns to earth 
(vv. 47-50).

				8.	The land owner illustrates how important it is to know the truth that we can learn from the total biblical story—both the old and new covenants (vv. 51-52).  (See Mk #7:God's Power.)

				The apostle John succinctly summarized what Jesus was beginning to illustrate and reveal with these parables:

				He came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him. But to all who did receive Him, He gave them the right to be children of God, to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood, or of the will of the flesh, or of the will of man, but of God. (Jn 1:11-13)  (See Jn #2:The Deity of Christ.)

				With these stories, Jesus was setting the stage for His death, resurrection, and ascension. Then He would send the Holy Spirit to launch what some call a mystery form of the kingdom that includes both true believers and professing believers. As we'll see, the heart of this"mystery of the Messiah" is the church of Jesus Christ, which was"revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit" (Eph 3:4-5). 

				Reflection and Response

				In reviewing the meaning of each parable, what truths apply very directly to what happened as the biblical story continues to unfold in the book of Acts, the Epistles, and then throughout church history? For example, how have people responded to the Word of God?

				

				

	

Rejection at Nazareth

				54 He went to His hometown and began to teach them in their •synagogue, so that they were astonished and said,"How did this wisdom and these miracles come to Him?55 Isn't this the carpenter's son? Isn't His mother called Mary, and His brothers James, Joseph, fr Simon, and Judas?56 And His sisters, aren't they all with us? So where does He get all these things?" 57 And they were •offended by Him.

				But Jesus said to them,"A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his household."58 And He did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief.

				A Principle to Live By - Rejection

				[image: Getz1000.png]

				#34 We should not be surprised when those closest to us reject the gospel and us as well.

				Luke summarized what happened when Jesus returned to His hometown. When the Lord claimed to be the Messiah and the One Isaiah prophesied would come, those who were listening became intensely angry and literally attempted to take His life by throwing Him over a cliff on the outskirts of Nazareth (Lk 4:16-30).

				It was in this context that Jesus made a statement that has become a very popular proverb:"A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his household." We are not told the extent that His immediate family was involved in this treacherous attempt to take His life, but they evidently didn't defend Jesus' actions. In fact, John reminded us that as Jesus continued His ministry—when hostility and attempts on His life were increasing—"not even His brothers believed in Him" (Jn 7:5).  (See Jn #15:Family Tensions.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways have you seen or experienced rejection, particularly by unbelieving family members? Why does this happen?

				

				

				

				

				

	

 John the Baptist Beheaded

				14 At that time •Herod the tetrarch heard the report about Jesus. 2 "This is John the Baptist!" he told his servants."He has been raised from the dead, and that's why supernatural powers are at work in him."

				3 For Herod had arrested John, chainedfs him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife,4 since John had been telling him,"It's not lawful for you to have her!" 5 Though he wanted to kill him, he feared the crowd, since they regarded him as a prophet.

				


6 But when Herod's birthday celebration came, Herodias's daughter danced before themft and pleased Herod. 7 So he promised with an oath to give her whatever she might ask. 8 And prompted by her mother, she answered,"Give me John the Baptist's head here on a platter!" 9 Although the king regretted it, he commanded that it be granted because of his oaths and his guests. 10 So he sent orders and had John beheaded in the prison. 11 His head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, who carried it to her mother. 12 Then his disciples came, removed the corpse, fu buried it, and went and reported to Jesus.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Sexual Sins
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				#35 We must not underestimate the power of sexuality to cause demented people to engage in irrational acts of hate and even murder.

				Herod's desire to marry Herodias, his brother's wife, was based on illegitimate and degenerate lust. In turn, Herodias's response to John's confrontation added intense hatred. Furthermore, the fact that this mother allowed, and probably encouraged, her own daughter from a previous marriage to dance seductively before her new husband indicates the depth to which some people will go to hold on to a grudge. 

				The word translated"pleased" may be a euphemism to indicate that Herod was motivated by his sexual impulses (v. 6; see also 1Co 7:33). Already in a drunken state, he offered his daughter-by-marriage almost anything she desired if she would indeed"please" him even more. In so doing, he played into the hands of his illegitimate wife, who was orchestrating this evil plot all along.  (See Mk #11:The Power of Pride.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does this story of lust, hatred, and murder help explain some of the sordid events that are happening in today's world?  (See Rm #3:Sin's Devastating Results.)

				

				

	

Feeding 5,000

				13 When Jesus heard about it, He withdrew from there by boat to a remote place to be alone. When the crowds heard this, they followed Him on foot from the towns. 14 As He stepped ashore,fv He saw a huge crowd, felt compassion for them, and healed their sick.

				15 When evening came, the disciples approached Him and said,"This place is a wilderness, and it is already late.fw Send the crowds away so they can go into the villages and buy food for themselves."

				16 "They don't need to go away," Jesus told them."You give them something to eat."

				17 "But we only have five loaves and two fish here," they said to Him.

				18 "Bring them here to Me," He said. 19 Then He commanded the crowds to sit downfx on the grass. He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, He blessed them. He broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 Everyone ate and was filled. Then they picked up 12 baskets full of leftover pieces!21 Now those who ate were about 5,000 men, besides women and children.

				A Principle to Live By - The Whole Person
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				#36 In carrying out the Great Commission, we are to minister to the whole person—body, soul, and spirit.

				Multiplying the loaves and the fish and feeding five thousand men besides women and children is the only miracle repeated in all four Gospels. Three of the four accounts each give us a unique Principle to Live By.  (See Mk #12:Putting Others First.)

				The lesson from Matthew's account is the most general. Jesus was concerned about the physical, psychological, and spiritual needs of those who followed Him to this desolate place. Jesus had compassion on all of them—regardless of their self-serving motives or lack of spiritual interest.

				Paul affirmed this principle:"Therefore, as we have opportunity, we must work for the good of all, especially for those who belong to the household of faith" (Gl 6:10). 

				Reflection and Response

				Though we are to focus on meeting needs within the family of God, in what creative ways can we follow Christ's example and meet people's physical and psychological needs, even though they may not be interested in spiritual truth?

				

				

	

Walking on the Water

				22 Immediately He fy made the disciples get into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side, while He dismissed the crowds. 23 After dismissing the crowds, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray. When evening came, He was there alone. 24 But the boat was already over a milefz from land, ga battered by the waves, because the wind was against them. 25 Around three in the morning,gb He came toward them walking on the sea. 26 When the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were terrified."It's a ghost!" they said, and cried out in fear.

				27 Immediately Jesus spoke to them."Have courage! It is I. Don't be afraid."

				

				28 "Lord, if it's You," Peter answered Him,"command me to come to You on the water."

				29 "Come!" He said.

				And climbing out of the boat, Peter started walking on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the strength of the wind, gc he was afraid. And beginning to sink he cried out,"Lord, save me!"

				31 Immediately Jesus reached out His hand, caught hold of him, and said to him,"You of little faith, why did you doubt?"32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 Then those in the boat worshiped Him and said,"Truly You are the Son of God!"

				A Principle to Live By - Equipping Leaders
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				#37 In preparing others for significant ministry roles, attention should be focused on key leaders who have the potential to emulate primary leaders.

				Because Jesus was preparing Peter to be the primary leader of the apostles, He often focused on refining his faith and character and on his overall spiritual development. In the middle of the storm at sea Jesus taught Peter—and the other men in the boat—that He was indeed"the Son of God!" (v. 33). If Peter was to become the"rock" and the leader God intended (16:18), he of all men must believe in who Jesus really is. 

				Reflection and Response

				How did Paul model this Principle to Live By?  (See 2Tm #3:Mentoring Others.)

				 

				

				

	

Miraculous Healings

				34 Once they crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret. 35 When the men of that place recognized Him, they alertedgd the whole vicinity and brought to Him all who were sick. 36 They were begging Him that they might only touch the •tassel on His robe. And as many as touched it were made perfectly well.

				

	

The Tradition of the Elders

				15 Then•Pharisees and •scribes came from Jerusalem to Jesus and asked,2 "Why do Your disciples break the tradition of the elders? For they don't wash their hands when they eat!"ge

				3 He answered them,"And why do you break God's commandment because of your tradition? 4 For God said:gf

				

				Honor your father and your mother;gg and,

				The one who speaks evil of father or mother

				must be put to death.gh

				

				5 But you say, 'Whoever tells his father or mother,"Whatever benefit you might have received from me is a gift committed to the temple" — 6 he does not have to honor his father.'gi In this way, you have revoked God's wordgj because of your tradition. 7 Hypocrites! Isaiah prophesied correctly about you when he said:

				

				8 These peoplegk honor Me with their lips,

				but their heart is far from Me.

				9 They worship Me in vain,

				teaching as doctrines the commands of men."gl(Review Mt #29: Inappropriate Traditions.)

				

	

Defilement Is from Within

				10 Summoning the crowd, He told them,"Listen and understand: 11 It's not what goes into the mouth that defiles a man, but what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man."

				12 Then the disciples came up and told Him,"Do You know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard this statement?"

				13 He replied,"Every plant that My heavenly Father didn't plant will be uprooted. 14 Leave them alone! They are blind guides.gm And if the blind guide the blind, both will fall into a pit."

				15 Then Peter replied to Him,"Explain this parable to us."

				16 "Are even you still lacking in understanding?" He gn asked. 17 "Don't you realizego that whatever goes into the mouth passes into the stomach and is eliminated?gp18 But what comes out of the mouth comes from the heart, and this defiles a man.19 For from the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, sexual immoralities, thefts, false testimonies, blasphemies.20 These are the things that defile a man, but eating with unwashed hands does not defile a man."

				A Principle to Live By - True Spirituality

				#38 To avoid actions that are merely external and hypocritical, we must allow God's Spirit to penetrate our hearts with biblical truth.

				[image: Getz1004.png]

				Many religious leaders in Israel were not committed to spiritual qualities that were internal and reflected God's character. They were religiously committed to external behaviors, which became a sign of worldliness and carnality. Jesus explained that food doesn't defile us, but evil thoughts and actions that come from the heart do. The word"heart" in the Scriptures refers to our mental and moral center, not the 
organ that pumps blood through our veins.  (See Ezk #13: A Form of Godliness, p. 1087.)

				Peter looked to Jesus for more clarification (Mt 15:15). We do not know if he understood what Jesus was teaching that day, but he certainly grasped the true meaning more fully after the Holy Spirit gave birth to the church. At that time, Peter confronted Ananias for his deliberate sin."Why is it," Peter asked with deep emotion and conviction,"that you planned this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God!" (Ac 5:4).  (See Ac #9:Honesty and Integrity.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways does a careful and prayerful study of Scripture help us to avoid behavior that is merely external and hypocritical?  (See Ps #107 through #124.)

				

				

	

A Gentile Mother's Faith

				21 When Jesus left there, He withdrew to the area of Tyre and Sidon.22 Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came and kept crying out, gq"Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David! My daughter is cruelly tormented by a demon."

				23 Yet He did not say a word to her. So His disciples approached Him and urged Him,"Send her away because she cries out after us."gr

				24 He replied,"I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel."

				25 But she came, knelt before Him, and said,"Lord, help me!"

				26 He answered,"It isn't right to take the children's bread and throw it to their dogs."

				27 "Yes, Lord," she said,"yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table!"

				28 Then Jesus replied to her,"•Woman, your faith is great. Let it be done for you as you want." And from that momentgs her daughter was cured.

				

	

Healing Many People

				29 Moving on from there, Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee. He went up on a mountain and sat there, 30 and large crowds came to Him, having with them the lame, the blind, the deformed, those unable to speak, and many others. They put them at His feet, and He healed them. 31 So the crowd was amazed when they saw those unable to speak talking, the deformed restored, the lame walking, and the blind seeing. And they gave glory to the God of Israel.

				

	

Feeding 4,000

				32 Now Jesus summoned His disciples and said,"I have compassion on the crowd, because they've already stayed with Me three days and have nothing to eat. I don't want to send them away hungry; otherwise they might collapse on the way."

				33 The disciples said to Him,"Where could we get enough bread in this desolate place to fill such a crowd?"

				34 "How many loaves do you have?" Jesus asked them.

				"Seven," they said,"and a few small fish."

				35 After commanding the crowd to sit down on the ground, 36 He took the seven loaves and the fish, and He gave thanks, broke them, and kept on giving them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 37 They all ate and were filled. Then they collected the leftover pieces — seven large baskets full. 38 Now those who ate were 4,000 men, besides women and children. 39 After dismissing the crowds, He got into the boat and went to the region of Magadan. gt

				A Principle to Live By - Reaching Gentiles

				[image: Getz1005.png]

				#39 We are to proclaim the message that Jesus Christ came to be the Savior for all people, regardless of race, color, or creed.

				After once again confronting the religious leaders in Israel with their hypocrisy, Jesus took another step in broadening His audience. First, He traveled north into the region of Tyre and Sidon, godless and wicked cities where Gentiles worshiped pagan deities. While in this vicinity, He healed a Canaanite woman's daughter who was demon-possessed, demonstrating that He had come to save"other sheep" beyond His own people (Jn 10:16). Months earlier, Jesus had sent the apostles out to minister only"to the lost sheep of the house of Israel" (Mt 10:6), but He now showed that His earthly ministry was entering a new phase. 

				To demonstrate the same truth, Jesus ministered to thousands of Gentiles within the Decapolis—ten Gentile communities east of the Jordan River (Mk 7:31). In essence, Jesus duplicated His earlier miracle He had done for people who were primarily Jewish (Mt 14:13-21). Though Jesus was meeting peoples' needs for food, it was to demonstrate for both Jews and Gentiles that He was the"bread of life" who came into this world primarily to meet their spiritual needs (Jn 6:35). His gift of eternal life was and still is available for all who would receive Him (Jn 1:11-12). 

				Reflection and Response

				How did Jesus demonstrate that these miracles were designed to help the apostles grow spiritually as much as they were to meet the needs of hungry people?  (See Jn #13:God's Personal Concern.)

				

				

	

The Yeast of the Pharisees and the Sadducees

				16 The •Pharisees and •Sadducees approached, and as a test, asked Him to show them a sign from heaven.

				2 He answered them:"When evening comes you say, 'It will be good weather because the sky is red.' 3 And in the morning, 'Today will be stormy because the sky is red and threatening.' Yougu know how to read the appearance of the sky, but you can't read the signs of the times.gv 4 An evil and adulterous generation demands a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign ofgw Jonah." Then He left them and went away.

				5 The disciples reached the other shore,gx and they had forgotten to take bread.

				6 Then Jesus told them,"Watch out and beware of the yeastgy of the Pharisees and Sadducees."

				7 And they discussed among themselves,"We didn't bring any bread."

				8 Aware of this, Jesus said,"You of little faith! Why are you discussing among yourselves that you do not have bread? 9 Don't you understand yet? Don't you remember the five loaves for the 5,000 and how many baskets you collected? 10 Or the seven loaves for the 4,000 and how many large baskets you collected? 11 Why is it you don't understand that when I told you, 'Beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees,' it wasn't about bread?" 12 Then they understood that He did not tell them to beware of the yeast in bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

				A Principle to Live By - False Teachers
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				#40 We are to be on guard against being led astray by anyone who teaches false doctrine.

				The Pharisees were very conservative, but they equated traditions with God's truth in Scripture. In fact, they often elevated their traditions above God's Word resulting in legalism and hypocrisy. The Sadducees, on the other hand, were very liberal and interpreted the Old Testament through a rational lens. They rejected the idea of angels, supernatural manifestations, and any form of resurrection or life after death. Both groups were guilty of false teaching, which Jesus called"yeast" (v. 6). 

				Paul addressed this issue at three levels:

				1.	He condemned those who claimed to be apostles of Christ but were actually representing Satan (2Co 11:12-14).

				2.	He warned the elders in the church at Ephesus that some men would"rise up from your own number with deviant doctrines" (Ac 20:30). 

				3.	He exhorted the entire church at Corinth to eliminate evil influences, which he called"yeast" (1Co 5:6-7). 

				Reflection and Response

				How can we avoid being influenced by false doctrine?  (See 2Co #18:Defeating Satan.)

				

				

	

Peter's Confession of the Messiah

				13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples,"Who do people say that the •Son of Man is?"gz

				14 And they said,"Some say John the Baptist; others, Elijah; still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets."

				15 "But you," He asked them,"who do you say that I am?"

				16 Simon Peter answered,"You are the •Messiah, the Son of the living God!"

				17 And Jesus responded,"Simon son of Jonah,ha you are blessed because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father in heaven.18 And I also say to you that you are Peter,hb and on this rockhc I will build My church, and the forceshd of •Hades will not overpower it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth is already boundhe in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth is already loosedhf in heaven."

				20 And He gave the disciples orders to tell no one that He was hg the Messiah.

				

	

His Death and Resurrection Predicted

				21 From then on Jesus began to point out to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders, •chief priests, and •scribes, be killed, and be raised the third day.22 Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him,"Oh no,hh Lord! This will never happen to You!"

				23 But He turned and told Peter,"Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me because you're not thinking about God's concerns,hi but man's."

				A Principle to Live By - Satanic Influences

				[image: Getz1007.png]

				#41 Even if our belief in Christ's deity is accurate, we are still to be on guard against Satan's efforts to influence our thinking and actions.

				Jesus asked the twelve disciples a very specific question:"Who do you say that I am?" 
(v. 15). Peter spoke for them all:"You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God!" (v. 16). 

				Jesus commended Peter for this confession and affirmed his leadership role as the one who would be a very important foundation stone in building the church (vv. 17-18; Eph 2:19-20). However, Peter was still woefully immature in understanding the significance of his confession as well as Jesus' ultimate mission—to be crucified and resurrected in order to build His church. 

				Peter revealed his theological confusion when he told Jesus emphatically that He would not be killed in Jerusalem. Peter thought this could not happen if He was in reality the Messiah and the King of the Jews promised in the Old Testament.  (See Is #13:God's Future Plans.)

				Jesus rebuked Peter, actually accusing him of being a mouthpiece for Satan. Though Peter was right about who Jesus was, he was totally wrong in his understanding of Christ's death and resurrection. Furthermore, despite having heard Jesus' parables illustrating the kingdom of heaven, Peter didn't have a clue that the church would be a body of believers composed of both Jews and Gentiles (Eph 3:6). He didn't understand this truth for at least five more years (Ac 10:34-35).  (Review Mt #33: The Kingdom of Heaven.)

				Reflection and Response

				What does this principle on Satan's influence say to all of us who believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God—especially in regard to the sin of showing favoritism and being prejudiced?  (See Jms #6: Avoiding Prejudice, p. 1732.)

				

				

	

Take Up Your Cross

				24 Then Jesus said to His disciples,"If anyone wants to come with Me, he must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow Me.25 For whoever wants to save his •life will lose it, but whoever loses his life because of Me will find it. 26 What will it benefit a man if he gains the whole world yet loses his life? Or what will a man give in exchange for his life? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come with His angels in the glory of His Father, and then He will reward each according to what he has done. 28 •I assure you: There are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom."

				

	

 The Transfiguration

				17 After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and his brother John and led them up on a high mountain by themselves.2 He was transformedhj in front of them, and His face shone like the sun. Even His clothes became as white as the light. 3 Suddenly, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him.

				4 Then Peter said to Jesus,"Lord, it's good for us to be here! If You want, I will make hk three •tabernacles here: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah."

				5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud coveredhl them, and a voice from the cloud said:

				

				This is My beloved Son.

				I take delight in Him.

				Listen to Him!

				

				6 When the disciples heard it, they fell facedown and were terrified.

				7 Then Jesus came up, touched them, and said,"Get up; don't be afraid." 8 When they looked up they saw no one except Him hm — Jesus alone. 9 As they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus commanded them,"Don't tell anyone about the vision until the •Son of Man is raisedhn from the dead."

				10 So the disciples questioned Him,"Why then do the •scribes say that Elijah must come first?"

				11 "Elijah is comingho and will restore everything," He replied. hp 12 "But I tell you: Elijah has already come, and they didn't recognize him. On the contrary, they did whatever they pleased to him. In the same way the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands."hq 13 Then the disciples understood that He spoke to them about John the Baptist.

				A Principle to Live By - Serving Faithfully
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				#42 Even though we may have unanswered questions, we should serve Jesus Christ faithfully until He comes again. 

				The twelve disciples were growing in their understanding, but they did not understand how the mystery of the church related to the earthly kingdom, which Jesus Christ would eventually restore to Israel and then rule and reign as King.  (See Is #19:God's Peace.)

				This question was still unanswered when Jesus Christ ascended back to heaven, and by divine design Jesus wanted them to carry out the Great Commission even though they didn't understand all aspects of His future plans.  (See Ac #1:Waiting and Working.)

				In the meantime, Jesus informed these men that the road ahead would be difficult (Mt 16:24-26). Knowing their immaturity and lack of knowledge, Jesus wanted Peter, James, and John—His inner circle—to at least have a glimpse of what would happen some day when He would return to establish His kingdom on earth. He"led them up on a high mountain," where He was transfigured before them. We can imagine Peter's sense of awe when God Himself verified his earlier confession, that Jesus Christ was indeed"the Son of the living God!" (16:16; see also 17:5).  (See 2Pt #3:The Word of God;  Mk #16: Christ's Authority.)

				Reflection and Response

				How should the experiences of Peter, James, and John impact all of us in view of all we know today from Scripture about the second coming of Christ?  (See  2Pt #5:Looking for Christ's Return.)

				

				

	

The Power of Faith over a Demon

				14 When they reached the crowd, a man approached and knelt down before Him. 15 "Lord," he said,"have mercy on my son, because he has seizureshr and suffers severely. He often falls into the fire and often into the water. 16 I brought him to Your disciples, but they couldn't heal him."

				17 Jesus replied,"You unbelieving and rebellioushs generation! How long will I be with you? How long must I put up with you? Bring him here to Me." 18 Then Jesus rebuked the demon,ht and ithu came out of him, and from that momenthv the boy was healed.

				19 Then the disciples approached Jesus privately and said,"Why couldn't we drive it out?"

				20 "Because of your little faith," He hw told them."For •I assure you: If you have faith the size ofhx a mustard seed, you will tell this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you. [21 However, this kind does not come out except by prayer and fasting.]"hy  (See Mk #17: The Object of Faith, p. 1357)

				

	

The Second Prediction of His Death

				22 As they were meeting hz in Galilee, Jesus told them,"The Son of Man is about to be betrayed into the hands of men. 23 They will kill Him, and on the third day He will be raised up." And they were deeply distressed.

				

	

Paying the Temple Tax

				24 When they came to Capernaum, those who collected the double-drachma tax approached Peter and said,"Doesn't your Teacher pay the double-drachma tax?"

				25 "Yes," he said.

				When he went into the house, Jesus spoke to him first,ia"What do you think, Simon? Who do earthly kings collect tariffs or taxes from? From their sons or from strangers?"ib

				26 "From strangers," he said. ic

				"Then the sons are free," Jesus told him. 27 "But, so we won't •offend them, go to the sea, cast in a fishhook, and take the first fish that you catch. When you open its mouth you'll find a coin.id Take it and give it to them for Me and you."  (See Rm #25:Civic Responsibilities.)

				

	

Who Is the Greatest?

				18 At that timeie the disciples came to Jesus and said,"Who is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?"

				2 Then He called a child to Him and had him stand among them. 3 "•I assure you," He said,"unless you are convertedif and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child — this one is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever welcomesig one child like this in My name welcomes Me.

				6 "But whoever •causes the downfall of one of these little ones who believe in Me — it would be better for him if a heavy millstone were hung around his neck and he were drowned in the depths of the sea! 7 Woe to the world because of •offenses. For offenses must come, but woe to that man by whom the offense comes. 8 If your hand or your foot causes your downfall, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life maimed or lame, than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown into the eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes your downfall, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye, rather than to have two eyes and be thrown into •hellfire!ih

				

	

The Parable of the Lost Sheep

				10 "See that you don't look down on one of these little ones, because I tell you that in heaven their angels continually view the face of My Father in heaven. [11 For the •Son of Man has come to save the lost.]ii 12 What do you think? If a man has 100 sheep, and one of them goes astray, won't he leave the 99 on the hillside and go and search for the stray?13 And if he finds it, I assure you: He rejoices over that sheepij more than over the 99 that did not go astray. 14 In the same way, it is not the will of your Father in heaven that one of these little ones perish.

				

	

Restoring a Brother

				15 "If your brother sins against you,ik go and rebuke him in private.il If he listens to you, you have won your brother.16 But if he won't listen, take one or two more with you, so that by the testimonyimof two or three witnesses every fact may be established.in17 If he pays no attention to them, tell the church.io But if he doesn't pay attention even to the church, let him be like an unbelieverip and a tax collector to you.18 I assure you: Whatever you bind on earth is already boundiq in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth is already loosedir in heaven.19 Again, I assure you: If two of you on earth agree about any matter that youis pray for, it will be done for youit by My Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there among them."

				

	

The Parable of the Unforgiving Slave

				21 Then Peter came to Him and said,"Lord, how many times could my brother sin against me and I forgive him? As many as seven times?"

				22 "I tell you, not as many as seven," Jesus said to him,"but 70 times seven.iu 23 For this reason, the kingdom of heaven can be compared to a king who wanted to settle accounts with his •slaves. 24 When he began to settle accounts, one who owed 10,000 talents was brought before him. 25 Since he had no way to pay it back, his master commanded that he, his wife, his children, and everything he had be sold to pay the debt.

				26 "At this, the slave fell facedown before him and said, 'Be patient with me, and I will pay you everything! ' 27 Then the master of that slave had compassion, released him, and forgave him the loan.

				28 "But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him 100 •denarii. He grabbed him, started choking him, and said, 'Pay what you owe! '

				29 "At this, his fellow slave fell downiv and began begging him, 'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.' 30 But he wasn't willing. On the contrary, he went and threw him into prison until he could pay what was owed. 31 When the other slaves saw what had taken place, they were deeply distressed and went and reported to their master everything that had happened.

				32 "Then, after he had summoned him, his master said to him, 'You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. 33 Shouldn't you also have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you? '34 And his master got angry and handed him over to the jailers to be tortured until he could pay everything that was owed. 35 So My heavenly Father will also do to you if each of you does not forgive his brotheriw from hisix heart."

				A Principle to Live By - Life Lessons
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				#43 To be prepared for ministry, all believers should have a time of preparation that involves both specific content and practical experience.

				Following the transfiguration, Jesus intensified the apostles' preparation as they made their way to Jerusalem, the very center of Jewish hostility. These experiential situations were special opportunities for Jesus to prepare these men to carry out the Great Commission following His death, resurrection, and ascension. 
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				Reflection and Response

				How does Jesus' educational model apply to the local church today, especially in terms of preparing leaders? Why are these specific lessons so important?

				

				

	

The Question of Divorce

				19 When Jesus had finished this instruction, He departed from Galilee and went to the region of Judea across the Jordan. 2 Large crowds followed Him, and He healed them there. 3 Some •Pharisees approached Him to test Him. They asked,"Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife on any grounds?"

				4 "Haven't you read," He replied,"that He who creatediy them in the beginning made them male and female,"iz5 and He also said:

				

				"For this reason a man will leave

				his father and mother

				and be joined to his wife,

				and the two will become one flesh?ja

				

				6 So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God has joined together, man must not separate."

				7 "Why then," they asked Him,"did Moses command us to give divorce papers and to send her away?"

				8 He told them,"Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because of the hardness of your hearts. But it was not like that from the beginning. 9 And I tell you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery."jb

				10 His disciples said to Him,"If the relationship of a man with his wife is like this, it's better not to marry!"

				11 But He told them,"Not everyone can accept this saying, but only those it has been given to. 12 For there are eunuchs who were born that way from their mother's womb, there are eunuchs who were made by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves that way because of the kingdom of heaven. Let anyone accept this who can."

				

	

Blessing the Children

				13 Then children were brought to Him so He might put His hands on them and pray. But the disciples rebuked them.14 Then Jesus said,"Leave the children alone, and don't try to keep them from coming to Me, because the kingdom of heaven is made up of people like this."jc15 After putting His hands on them, He went on from there.

				A Principle to Live By - Standing Firm
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				#44 In a secular as well as in a religious world that is more and more departing from biblical values, we are never to compromise the teachings of Scripture.

				It doesn't seem accidental that the Pharisees asked Jesus a very specific question about divorce. Herod Antipas ruled this region of Judea, and it was John the Baptist's accusation against this king's illegitimate marriage to Herodias that ultimately cost John his life. Since these Pharisees knew what Jesus had been teaching about divorce, it appears they hoped He would set Himself up for the same fate. 

				Jesus obviously knew that Herod might attempt to orchestrate His death. However, the Lord did not waver in His answer, modeling for His disciples what they were to do once He returned to heaven. Regardless of the threats they would face, they were never to compromise truth in any area of doctrine. 

				These disciples learned this lesson well. Following the birth of the church, they stood before the Sanhedrin and boldly responded to their persecutors,"We must obey God rather than men" (Ac 5:29).  (Review Mt #11: Practicing Integrity.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do you think Matthew recorded Jesus' experience of blessing little children following His confrontation with the Pharisees regarding divorce? (Compare Mt 19:13-15 with Mk 10:1-16.)  (See Mk #19:The Younger Generation.)

				

				

	

The Rich Young Ruler

				16 Just then someone came up and asked Him,"Teacher, what good must I do to have eternal life?"

				17 "Why do you ask Me about what is good?"jd He said to him."There is only One who is good.je If you want to enter into life, keep the commandments."

				18 "Which ones?" he asked Him. Jesus answered:

				

				Do not murder;

				do not commit adultery;

				do not steal;

				do not bear false witness;

				19 honor your father and your mother;

				and love your neighbor as yourself.jf

				

				20 "I have kept all these," jg the young man told Him."What do I still lack?"

				21 "If you want to be perfect,"jh Jesus said to him,"go, sell your belongings and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow Me."

				22 When the young man heard that command, he went away grieving, because he had many possessions.

				

	

Possessions and the Kingdom

				23 Then Jesus said to His disciples,"•I assure you: It will be hard for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven!24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God."

				25 When the disciples heard this, they were utterly astonished and asked,"Then who can be saved?"

				26 But Jesus looked at them and said,"With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible."

				A Principle to Live By - Biblical Priorities

				#45 We are never to allow material possessions to keep us from making God and His will a priority in our lives.  (See Mk #20:Material Possessions.)
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				In Jesus' conversation with this rich young man, He was not teaching a doctrine of poverty—either in order to be saved or to live the Christian life—just as He was not teaching a doctrine of privacy when it comes to praying or giving or even fasting (6:1-8,16). Rather, Jesus was teaching a doctrine of 
priorities, which He clearly stated in the Sermon on the Mount:

				But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be provided for you. (6:33)  (Review Mt #14: Honoring God.)

				Because Jesus sees the heart, He knew this young man loved his material wealth more than he loved God and his neighbors. If he had been a sincere seeker, he might have asked for more clarification rather than walking away in grief (19:22). 

				Jesus never made poverty either a way of salvation or a means for achieving spiritual maturity. On the other hand, loving money can cause us to put our faith in material things (1Tm 6:10,17-19). When we have our priorities in order, we'll not allow possessions to stand in the way of our salvation experience or our spiritual growth as believers.  (See 1Tm #14:Materialistic Motivation.)

				Reflection and Response

				What specific steps can we take to keep material possessions from standing in the way of our decisions to live in the will of God?  (See 2Co #16:Guidelines for Generosity.)

				

				27 Then Peter responded to Him,"Look, we have left everything and followed You. So what will there be for us?"

				28 Jesus said to them,"I assure you: In the Messianic Age,ji when the •Son of Man sits on His glorious throne, you who have followed Me will also sit on 12 thrones, judging the 12 tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left houses, brothers or sisters, father or mother,jj children, or fields because of My name will receive 100 times more and will inherit eternal life.30 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.

				

	

The Parable of the Vineyard Workers

				20 "For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the workers on one •denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine in the morning,jk he saw others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 4 To those men he said, 'You also go to my vineyard, and I'll give you whatever is right.' So off they went. 5 About noon and at three,jl he went out again and did the same thing. 6 Then about fivejm he went and found others standing around,jn and said to them, 'Why have you been standing here all day doing nothing? '

				7 " 'Because no one hired us,' they said to him.

				" 'You also go to my vineyard,' he told them.jo 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard told his foreman, 'Call the workers and give them their pay, starting with the last and ending with the first.'jp

				9 "When those who were hired about fivejq came, they each received one denarius. 10 So when the first ones came, they assumed they would get more, but they also received a denarius each. 11 When they received it, they began to complain to the landowner: 12 'These last men put in one hour, and you made them equal to us who bore the burden of the day and the burning heat! '

				13 "He replied to one of them, 'Friend, I'm doing you no wrong. Didn't you agree with me on a denarius? 14 Take what's yours and go. I want to give this last man the same as I gave you. 15 Don't I have the right to do what I want with my business?jr Are you jealousjs because I'm generous? 'jt

				16 "So the last will be first, and the first last."ju

				A Principle to Live By - Faith and Works

				#46 To understand and present the gospel correctly, we must distinguish between the gift of salvation and rewards for faithful service.
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				Peter's question,"What will there be for us?" (19:27), was prompted by Jesus' statement to the rich young ruler to sell everything and to give to the poor in order to earn treasures in heaven (19:21). After all, Peter and his fellow apostles had left their vocations to follow Jesus. At this juncture, Peter may have been having second thoughts about his own personal decision to leave his position as a key employee of Zebedee's fishing business. From a human point of view, his misgivings would be understandable in light of the threats on Jesus' life. 

				Regardless of Peter's motives, Jesus projected into the future to reassure him there would be a messianic kingdom and he and his fellow apostles would have a significant role overseeing the twelve tribes of Israel. Not only would they have eternal life because of their faith in Him, but they would be rewarded 
greatly for their faithfulness.

				However, Jesus went on to make an important point about eternal life by sharing a parable of the vineyard workers. They were all given the same amount of money regardless of when they began the day's work. With this story, Jesus was teaching that regardless of when a person receives the gift of salvation, there will be equality.

				Jesus illustrated this truth on the cross. He was crucified between two criminals. Initially they both taunted the Lord (27:44), but eventually one turned in faith to Jesus and asked for salvation. Jesus' response says it all:"I assure you: Today you will be with Me in paradise" (Lk 23:43). 

				This powerful and encouraging event clarifies what Jesus meant when He began and ended this parable by saying,"So the last will be first, and the first last" (Mt 20:16; see also 19:30). Some people will be believers for many years and never guilty of criminal behavior, even before they became Christians. Others will be like the thief and receive the same gift—salvation—moments before they enter eternity.  (See Lk #50:Our Eternal Hope.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so important that we distinguish between the gift of salvation we receive by grace though faith and the eternal rewards we receive for faithful service?  (See 1Co #8:The True Foundation.)

				

				

	

The Third Prediction of His Death

				17 While going up to Jerusalem, Jesus took the 12 disciples aside privately and said to them on the way: 18 "Listen! We are going up to Jerusalem. The •Son of Man will be handed over to the •chief priests and •scribes, and they will condemn Him to death.19 Then they will hand Him over to the Gentiles to be mocked, flogged,jv and crucified, and He will be resurrectedjw on the third day."

				

	

Suffering and Service

				20 Then the mother of Zebedee's sons approached Him with her sons. She knelt down to ask Him for something.21 "What do you want?" He asked her.

				"Promise,"jx she said to Him,"that these two sons of mine may sit, one on Your right and the other on Your left, in Your kingdom."

				22 But Jesus answered,"You don't know what you're asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink?"jy

				"We are able," they said to Him.

				23 He told them,"You will indeed drink My cup.jz But to sit at My right and left is not Mine to give; instead, it belongs to those for whom it has been prepared by My Father." 24 When the 10 disciples heard this, they became indignant with the two brothers. 25 But Jesus called them over and said,"You know that the rulers of the Gentiles dominate them, and the men of high position exercise power over them. 26 It must not be like that among you. On the contrary, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant,27 and whoever wants to be first among you must be your •slave; 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life — a ransom for many."

				A Principle to Live By - Servant-Leadership

				[image: Getz1013.png]

				#47 Spiritual leaders who follow Christ's example should become servant-leaders. 

				The first time Jesus mentioned dying, Peter reacted with deep emotion:"Oh no, Lord! This will never happen to You!" (16:22). The second time, the disciples"were deeply distressed"—no doubt triggered by fear and confusion (17:23). What happened after the third time Jesus mentioned He was going to die is almost unimaginable. James and John, in cooperation with their mother, asked if they could sit on Jesus' right and left in the kingdom—obviously referring to the throne of David (Mk 10:35-37).  (See Mk #21:Modeling Christ's Likeness.)

				This seems incongruous and incredibly self-serving in view of all James and John had heard Jesus teach. However, it indicates they still believed Jesus was going to become king over the nation Israel. Most importantly, it demonstrates the depth of their carnality and selfish ambitions. We must not forget that Jesus Himself called these bombastic men"Sons of Thunder" (Mk 3:17). On their way to Jerusalem, they wanted to call down fire from heaven to destroy the Samaritans.  (See Lk #17:Ministry of Compassion.)

				Though Jesus taught them at this moment that they were not to follow the leadership model of the Gentiles, their greatest lesson in servant-leadership still lay ahead when Jesus washed their feet at the Last Supper and then once again addressed the subject of servant-leadership:

				When Jesus had washed their feet and put on His robe, He reclined again and said to them,"Do you know what I have done for you? You call Me Teacher and Lord. This is well said, for I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example that you also should do just as I have done for you." (Jn 13:12-15)  (See Jn #27:A Servant's Heart.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways does this principle of being a servant apply not only to pastoral leaders but to all members of the church? (See Gl 5:13.)  (See Gl #9:Freedom to Serve.)

				

				

	

Two Blind Men Healed

				29 As they were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed Him.30 There were two blind men sitting by the road. When they heard that Jesus was passing by, they cried out,"Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!" 31 The crowd told them to keep quiet, but they cried out all the more,"Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!"

				32 Jesus stopped, called them, and said,"What do you want Me to do for you?"

				33 "Lord," they said to Him,"open our eyes!" 34 Moved with compassion, Jesus touched their eyes. Immediately they could see, and they followed Him.

				

	

The Triumphal Entry

				21 When they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage at the •Mount of Olives, Jesus then sent two disciples, 2 telling them,"Go into the village ahead of you. At once you will find a donkey tied there, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to Me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you should say that the Lord needs them, and immediately he will send them."

				4 This took place so that what was spoken through the prophet might be fulfilled:

				5 Tell Daughter •Zion,

				"Look, your King is coming to you,

				gentle, and mounted on a donkey,

				even on a colt,

				the foal of a beast of burden."ka  (See Zch #8:
A Humble Servant.)

				

				6 The disciples went and did just as Jesus directed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt; then they laid their robes on them, and He sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their robes on the road; others were cutting branches from the trees and spreading them on the road. 9 Then the crowds who went ahead of Him and those who followed kept shouting:

				

				•Hosanna to the Son of David!

				He who comes in the name

				of the Lord is the blessed One!kb

				Hosanna in the highest heaven!

				

				10 When He entered Jerusalem, the whole city was shaken, saying,"Who is this?" 11 And the crowds kept saying,"This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee!"

				A Principle to Live By - Personal Interest
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				#48 Servant-leaders are not to allow accolades from the masses to dull their compassion for the specific needs of individuals. 

				Matthew emphasized Jesus' compassion for two blind men—Bartimaeus and his companion—as He ascended the Jericho road (Mk 10:46). The Galilean crowds heading for Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover were enamored with Jesus, believing He would deliver them from Rome's power and become their king. They tried to silence these two desperate men, but Jesus stopped, listened, and restored their sight. 

				With this act of love and compassion, Jesus demonstrated what He had just taught the apostles—what it really means to be a servant-leader. Though the masses no doubt missed this significant lesson, the men Jesus was preparing to carry out the Great Commission should have been impacted. Even if they missed it, the Holy Spirit would bring this event to their memory following Jesus' ascension.  (See Jn #29:The Spirit of Truth.)

				Reflection and Response

				How did Paul, Silas, and Timothy model this principle on personal interests in their ministry in Thessalonica? (See 1Th #2:Mature Leaders.)

				

				

	

Cleansing the Temple Complex

				12 Jesus went into the •temple complex kc and drove out all those buying and selling in the temple. He overturned the money changers' tables and the chairs of those selling doves. 13 And He said to them,"It is written, My house will be called a house of prayer.kd But you are making it a den of thieves!"ke  (See Is #40:Reflecting Christ's Character.)

				

	

Children Praise Jesus

				14 The blind and the lame came to Him in the temple complex, and He healed them. 15 When the •chief priests and the •scribes saw the wonders that He did and the children shouting in the temple complex,"Hosanna to the Son of David!" they were indignant 16 and said to Him,"Do You hear what these children are saying?"

				"Yes," Jesus told them."Have you never read:

				

				You have preparedkf praise

				from the mouths of children and nursing infants?"kg

				

				17 Then He left them, went out of the city to Bethany, and spent the night there.

				

	

The Barren Fig Tree

				18 Early in the morning, as He was returning to the city, He was hungry. 19 Seeing a lone fig tree by the road, He went up to it and found nothing on it except leaves. And He said to it,"May no fruit ever come from you again!" At once the fig tree withered.

				20 When the disciples saw it, they were amazed and said,"How did the fig tree wither so quickly?"

				21 Jesus answered them,"•I assure you: If you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but even if you tell this mountain, 'Be lifted up and thrown into the sea,' it will be done. 22 And if you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer."  (See Mk #22:Bearing Fruit.)

				

	

Messiah's Authority Challenged

				23 When He entered the temple complex, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up to Him as He was teaching and said,"By what authority are You doing these things? Who gave You this authority?"

				24 Jesus answered them,"I will also ask you one question, and if you answer it for Me, then I will tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Where did John's baptism come from? From heaven or from men?"

				They began to argue among themselves,"If we say, 'From heaven,' He will say to us, 'Then why didn't you believe him? ' 26 But if we say, 'From men,' we're afraid of the crowd, because everyone thought John was a prophet." 27 So they answered Jesus,"We don't know."

				And He said to them,"Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.  (In a similar situation, when Jesus' authority was being challenged, note how He responded. See Jn #19: One With God, p. 1452.)

				

	

The Parable of the Two Sons

				28 "But what do you think? A man had two sons. He went to the first and said, 'My son, go, work in the vineyard today.'

				29 "He answered, 'I don't want to! ' Yet later he changed his mind and went. 30 Then the man went to the other and said the same thing.

				" 'I will, sir,' he answered. But he didn't go.

				31 "Which of the two did his father's will?"

				"The first," they said.

				Jesus said to them,"I assure you: Tax collectors and prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God before you! 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you didn't believe him. Tax collectors and prostitutes did believe him, but you, when you saw it, didn't even change your minds then and believe him.

				

	

The Parable of the Vineyard Owner

				33 "Listen to another parable: There was a man, a landowner, who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. He leased it to tenant farmers and went away.34 When the grape harvestkh drew near, he sent his •slaves to the farmers to collect his fruit. 35 But the farmers took his slaves, beat one, killed another, and stoned a third.36 Again, he sent other slaves, more than the first group, and they did the same to them. 37 Finally, he sent his son to them. 'They will respect my son,' he said.

				38 "But when the tenant farmers saw the son, they said among themselves, 'This is the heir. Come, let's kill him and take his inheritance! '39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40 Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those farmers?"

				41 "He will completely destroy those terrible men," they told Him,"and lease his vineyard to other farmers who will give him his produce at the harvest."ki

				42 Jesus said to them,"Have you never read in the Scriptures:

				

				

				The stone that the builders rejected

				has become the cornerstone.kj

				This came from the Lord

				and is wonderful in our eyes?kk

				

				43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a nation producing its fruit. [44 Whoever falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on whoever it falls, it will grind him to powder!]"kl

				45 When the chief priests and the •Pharisees heard His parables, they knew He was speaking about them. 46 Although they were looking for a way to arrest Him, they feared the crowds, because they regarded Him as a prophet.

				

	

The Parable of the Wedding Banquet

				22 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables: 2 "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son.3 He sent out his •slaves to summon those invited to the banquet, but they didn't want to come. 4 Again, he sent out other slaves, and said, 'Tell those who are invited: Look, I've prepared my dinner; my oxen and fattened cattle have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.'

				5 "But they paid no attention and went away, one to his own farm, another to his business. 6 And the others seized his slaves, treated them outrageously and killed them. 7 The kingkm was enraged, so he sent out his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned down their city.

				8 "Then he told his slaves, 'The banquet is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy.9 Therefore go to where the roads exit the city and invite everyone you find to the banquet.'10 So those slaves went out on the roads and gathered everyone they found, both evil and good. The wedding banquet was filled with guests.kn11 But when the king came in to view the guests, he saw a man there who was not dressed for a wedding.12 So he said to him, 'Friend, how did you get in here without wedding clothes? ' The man was speechless.

				13 "Then the king told the attendants, 'Tie him up hand and foot,ko and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'

				14 "For many are invited, but few are chosen."

				A Principle to Live By - Seeking the Truth
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				#49 We should not allow what we want to believe to cause us to reject what is God's truth.

				Jesus illustrated this principle with three dramatic parables. First, in the story He shared about two sons, one son refused to work in his father's vineyard, but"later he changed his mind." The second son agreed to his father's request, but didn't follow through (21:28-32). Jesus was telling the Jewish leaders that they had heard the truth from John the Baptist but refused to change their minds. They rejected the truth and believed what they wanted to believe. They wouldn't even answer Jesus' question about John's baptism (21:23-27). 

				The second parable involved the landowner who had a vineyard that he leased to some tenant farmers. However, these evil men mistreated those the landowner had sent to harvest the fruit, including his own son. The chief priests and the Pharisees"knew He was speaking about them" (21:45). Jewish leaders spurned the testimony of the Old Testament prophets and even plotted against the Word of God incarnate. Once again, they were openly rejecting the truth, in essence disregarding Jesus' claim that He was the truth (Jn 14:6).

				The third parable involved a king who invited a number of people to come to a large wedding banquet. However, they refused to come, clearly illustrating that the Jews, God's chosen people, refused the invitation to accept Jesus Christ as the Messiah. These religious leaders continued to reject the truth in order to believe what they wanted to believe.

				Reflection and Response

				Though these parables were directed primarily to religious leaders in Israel, in what ways are people rejecting truth today in order to believe what they want to believe?

				

				

	

God and Caesar

				15 Then the •Pharisees went and plotted how to trap Him by what He said.kp 16 They sent their disciples to Him, with the •Herodians."Teacher," they said,"we know that You are truthful and teach truthfully the way of God. You defer to no one, for You don't show partiality.kq 17 Tell us, therefore, what You think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?"

				18 But perceiving their malice, Jesus said,"Why are you testing Me, hypocrites? 19 Show Me the coin used for the tax." So they brought Him a •denarius. 20 "Whose image and inscription is this?" He asked them.

				21 "Caesar's," they said to Him.

				Then He said to them,"Therefore give back to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's."22 When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left Him and went away.

				

	

The Sadducees and the Resurrection

				23 The same day some •Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came up to Him and questioned Him: 24 "Teacher, Moses said, if a man dies, having no children, his brother is to marry his wife and raise up offspring for his brother.kr 25 Now there were seven brothers among us. The first got married and died. Having no offspring, he left his wife to his brother. 26 The same happened to the second also, and the third, and so to all seven.ks 27 Then last of all the woman died. 28 In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will she be of the seven? For they all had married her."kt

				29 Jesus answered them,"You are deceived, because you don't know the Scriptures or the power of God. 30 For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage but are likeku angels in heaven. 31 Now concerning the resurrection of the dead, haven't you read what was spoken to you by God: 32 I am the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob?kv Hekw is not the God of the dead, but of the living."

				33 And when the crowds heard this, they were astonished at His teaching.

				

	

The Primary Commands

				34 When the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the Sadducees, they came together. 35 And one of them, an expert in the law, asked a question to test Him: 36 "Teacher, which command in the law is the greatest?"kx

				37 He said to him,"Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.ky38 This is the greatest and most importantkz command. 39 The second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.la40 All the Law and the Prophets dependlb on these two commands."

				

	

The Question about the Messiah

				41 While the Pharisees were together, Jesus questioned them, 42 "What do you think about the •Messiah? Whose Son is He?"

				"David's," they told Him.

				43 He asked them,"How is it then that David, inspired by the Spirit,lc calls Him 'Lord':

				

				44 The Lord declared to my Lord,

				'Sit at My right hand

				until I put Your enemies under Your feet'?ld, le  (See Ps #104:Our Messianic King.)

				

				45 "If David calls Him 'Lord,' how then can the Messiah be his Son?" 46 No one was able to answer Him at all,lf and from that day no one dared to question Him anymore.

				A Principle to Live By - Divine Wisdom
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				#50 When communicating with people who are attempting to advance Satan's agenda, we should seek to respond with divine wisdom in order to avoid arguments.

				Retaliating against Jesus' indictments (21:28–22:14), the religious leaders tried to trick Jesus into making some public statements that would invalidate His claims to be the Son of God. They initiated three conversations designed to do so:

				1.	Paying taxes to the Roman government (22:15-22)

				2.	The resurrection from the dead (vv. 23-33)

				3.	The greatest command in the law and Jesus' counter question about His messiahship (vv. 34-46)

				In each instance, Jesus responded with wisdom that only verified His messianic claims. The Pharisees and the crowds were amazed and did not dare to continue trying to trap Him (vv. 22,33,46).

				Reflection and Response

				How can we avoid arguments with people who are opposed to the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ?  (See 2Tm #7:Able to Teach.)

				

				

	

Religious Hypocrites Denounced

				23 Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to His disciples:2 "The •scribes and the •Pharisees are seated in the chair of Moses. 3 Therefore do whatever they tell you, and observe it. But don't do what they do,lg because they don't practice what they teach.4 They tie up heavy loads that are hard to carrylh and put them on people's shoulders, but they themselves aren't willing to lift a fingerli to move them.5 They do everythinglj to be observed by others: They enlarge their phylacteries and lengthen their •tassels.lk6 They love the place of honor at banquets, the front seats in the •synagogues,7 greetings in the marketplaces, and to be called '•Rabbi' by people.

				8 "But as for you, do not be called 'Rabbi,' because you have one Teacher,ll and you are all •brothers. 9 Do not call anyone on earth your father, because you have one Father, who is in heaven. 10 And do not be called masters either, because you have one Master,lm the •Messiah. 11 The greatest among you will be your servant. 12 Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.

				13 "But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You lock up the kingdom of heaven from people. For you don't go in, and you don't allow those entering to go in.

				[14 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You devour widows' houses and make long prayers just for show.ln This is why you will receive a harsher punishment. ]lo

				15 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to make one •proselyte, and when he becomes one, you make him twice as fit for •helllp as you are!

				16 "Woe to you, blind guides, who say, 'Whoever takes an oath by the sanctuary, it means nothing. But whoever takes an oath by the gold of the sanctuary is bound by his oath.'lq 17 Blind fools!lr For which is greater, the gold or the sanctuary that sanctified the gold? 18 Also, 'Whoever takes an oath by the altar, it means nothing. But whoever takes an oath by the gift that is on it is bound by his oath.'ls 19 Blind people!lt For which is greater, the gift or the altar that sanctifies the gift? 20 Therefore, the one who takes an oath by the altar takes an oath by it and by everything on it. 21 The one who takes an oath by the sanctuary takes an oath by it and by Him who dwells in it. 22 And the one who takes an oath by heaven takes an oath by God's throne and by Him who sits on it.

				23 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You pay a tenth oflu mint, dill, and cumin, yet you have neglected the more important matters of the law — justice, mercy, and faith. These things should have been done without neglecting the others. 24 Blind guides! You strain out a gnat, yet gulp down a camel!

				25 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You •clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greedlv and self-indulgence! 26 Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup,lw so the outside of itlx may also become clean.

				27 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which appear beautiful on the outside, but inside are full of dead men's bones and every impurity. 28 In the same way, on the outside you seem righteous to people, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.

				29 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You build the tombs of the prophets and decorate the monuments of the righteous, 30 and you say, 'If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we wouldn't have taken part with them in shedding the prophets' blood.'ly 31 You, therefore, testify against yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. 32 Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers' sins!lz

				33 "Snakes! Brood of vipers! How can you escape being condemned to hell?ma34 This is why I am sending you prophets, sages, and scribes. Some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will flog in your synagogues and hound from town to town. 35 So all the righteous blood shed on the earth will be charged to you,mb from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar.36 •I assure you: All these things will come on this generation!

				A Principle to Live By - Exemplary Teaching

				#51 Christian leaders are to both teach correct doctrine and practice what they teach. 
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				Jesus' last public message stands in sharp contrast to the Beatitudes (5:3-12). Rather than a wonderful series of blessings, we encounter a devastating series of curses or woes. Jesus' earlier sermon was delivered to His disciples, whereas His final message pronounced judgment on the leaders in Israel—the scribes and Pharisees. Jesus called these men hypocrites, not only for teaching false doctrine 
but for violating what was true doctrine with their attitudes and actions.  (See Lk #25:Hypocritical Behavior.)

				There is a message here for all who occupy positions of leadership in the church. Paul drove this point home in his personal exhortations to Timothy:

				Command and teach these things. Let no one despise your youth; instead, you should be an example to the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. (1Tm 4:11-12)  (See 1Tm #10:Modeling Godliness.)

				Reflection and Response

				As you reflect on Jesus' Beatitudes in Matthew 5 and these denunciations in Matthew 23, in what specific ways do His woe statements apply to some so-called Christian leaders today?

				

				

	

Jesus' Lamentation over Jerusalem

				37 "Jerusalem, Jerusalem! She who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her. How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicksmc under her wings, yet you were not willing!38 See, your house is left to you desolate.39 For I tell you, you will never see Me again until you say, 'He who comes in the name of the Lord is the blessed One'!"md

				

	

Destruction of the Temple Predicted

				24 As Jesus left and was going out of the •temple complex, His disciples came up and called His attention to the temple buildings. 2 Then He replied to them,"Don't you see all these things? •I assure you: Not one stone will be left here on another that will not be thrown down!"

				

	

Signs of the End of the Age

				3 While He was sitting on the •Mount of Olives, the disciples approached Him privately and said,"Tell us, when will these things happen? And what is the sign of Your coming and of the end of the age?"

				4 Then Jesus replied to them:"Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the •Messiah,' and they will deceive many. 6 You are going to hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, because these things must take place, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise up against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be faminesme and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these events are the beginning of birth pains.

				

	

Persecutions Predicted

				9 "Then they will hand you over for persecution,mf and they will kill you. You will be hated by all nations because of My name. 10 Then many will •take offense, betray one another and hate one another. 11 Many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. 12 Because lawlessness will multiply, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But the one who endures to the end will be delivered.mg 14 This good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed in all the worldmh as a testimony to all nations. And then the end will come.

				

	

The Great Tribulation

				15 "So when you see the abomination that causes desolation,mi, mj spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place" (let the reader understand), 16 "then those in Judea must flee to the mountains! 17 A man on the housetopmk must not come down to get things out of his house. 18 And a man in the field must not go back to get his clothes. 19 Woe to pregnant women and nursing mothers in those days! 20 Pray that your escape may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. 21 For at that time there will be great tribulation, the kind that hasn't taken place from the beginning of the world until now and never will again! 22 Unless those days were limited, no one wouldml survive.mm But those days will be limited because of the elect.  (See Dn #14:Being Prepared.)

				23 "If anyone tells you then, 'Look, here is the Messiah! ' or, 'Over here! ' do not believe it! 24 False messiahsmn and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. 25 Take note: I have told you in advance. 26 So if they tell you, 'Look, He's in the wilderness! ' don't go out; 'Look, He's in the inner rooms! ' do not believe it. 27 For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes as far as the west, so will be the coming of the •Son of Man. 28 Wherever the carcass is, there the vulturesmo will gather.

				

	

The Coming of the Son of Man

				29 "Immediately after the tribulation of those days:

				

				The sun will be darkened,

				and the moon will not shed its light;

				the stars will fall from the sky,

				and the celestial powers will be shaken.

				

				30 "Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the peoples of the earthmp will mourn;mq and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.31 He will send out His angels with a loud trumpet, and they will gather His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.

				A Principle to Live By - Israel and the Church

				#52 To adequately interpret prophecies regarding the end of the age, we must carefully distinguish between statements about the nation Israel and statements about the church of Jesus Christ.  (See 
	 Lk #43: God's Unfolding Revelation.)

				Jesus told His disciples that the temple would be completely destroyed (24:2). This prophecy shocked the disciples. Later Peter, James, John, and Andrew approached Him privately (Mk 13:1-4) and asked two questions:

				Tell us, when will these things happen? And what is the sign of Your coming and of the end of the age? (Mt 24:3)

				We know from history that Jesus' prophecy regarding the temple was fulfilled in a.d. 70 when Titus and his Roman legions destroyed not only the temple but the city of Jerusalem. However, Jesus' response to the second question takes us beyond the age of the church to a future time when all of Israel will sincerely say,"He who comes in the name of the Lord is the blessed One!" (23:39; see also Ps 118:26). Rather than first shouting this blessing and then approving of His crucifixion (21:9; 27:22), Israel will recognize and accept the One"whom they pierced" (Zch 12:10). Historically, this has never happened.  (See Zch #10:The Blood of Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though what Jesus predicted in Matthew 24 refers primarily, but not exclusively, to a period of persecution and tribulation far into the future, what do these warning signs in this chapter say to all of us—both Jews and Gentiles—who are true members of His spiritual kingdom through faith in Jesus Christ?  (See 2Pt #6:Motivation to Holiness.)

				

				

	

The Parable of the Fig Tree

				32 "Now learn this parable from the fig tree: As soon as its branch becomes tender and sprouts leaves, you know that summer is near. 33 In the same way, when you see all these things, recognizemr that Hems is near — at the door! 34 I assure you: This generation will certainly not pass away until all these things take place. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away.

				

	

No One Knows the Day or Hour

				36 "Now concerning that day and hour no one knows — neither the angels in heaven, nor the Sonmt — except the Father only. 37 As the days of Noah were, so the coming of the Son of Man will be. 38 For in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah boarded the ark. 39 They didn't know until the flood came and swept them all away. So this is the way the coming of the Son of Man will be: 40 Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken and one left. 41 Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and one left. 42 Therefore be alert, since you don't know what daymu your Lord is coming. 43 But know this: If the homeowner had known what timemv the thief was coming, he would have stayed alert and not let his house be broken into. 44 This is why you also must be ready, because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.  (See Gn #11:Reflecting God's Compassion.)

				

	

Faithful Service to the Messiah

				45 "Who then is a faithful and sensible •slave, whom his master has put in charge of his household, to give them food at the proper time?46 That slave whose master finds him working when he comes will be rewarded. 47 I assure you: He will put him in charge of all his possessions. 48 But if that wicked slave says in his heart, 'My master is delayed,' 49 and starts to beat his fellow slaves, and eats and drinks with drunkards, 50 that slave's master will come on a day he does not expect and at an hour he does not know. 51 He will cut him to piecesmw and assign him a place with the hypocrites. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

				

	

The Parable of the 10 Virgins

				25 "Then the kingdom of heaven will be like 10 virginsmx who took their lamps and went out to meet the groom.2 Five of them were foolish and five were sensible. 3 When the foolish took their lamps, they didn't take olive oil with them. 4 But the sensible ones took oil in their flasks with their lamps. 5 Since the groom was delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep.

				6 "In the middle of the night there was a shout: 'Here's the groom! Come out to meet him.'

				7 "Then all those virgins got up and trimmed their lamps. 8 But the foolish ones said to the sensible ones, 'Give us some of your oil, because our lamps are going out.'

				9 "The sensible ones answered, 'No, there won't be enough for us and for you. Go instead to those who sell, and buy oil for yourselves.'

				10 "When they had gone to buy some, the groom arrived. Then those who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet, and the door was shut.

				11 "Later the rest of the virgins also came and said, 'Master, master, open up for us! '

				12 "But he replied, '•I assure you: I do not know you! '

				13 "Therefore be alert, because you don't know either the day or the hour.my

				

	

The Parable of the Talents

				14 "For it is just like a man going on a journey. He called his own •slaves and turned over his possessions to them. 15 To one he gave five talents; to another, two; and to another, one — to each according to his own ability. Then he went on a journey. Immediately 16 the man who had received five talents went, put them to work, and earned five more. 17 In the same way the man with two earned two more. 18 But the man who had received one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground, and hid his master's money.

				19 "After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20 The man who had received five talents approached, presented five more talents, and said, 'Master, you gave me five talents. Look, I've earned five more talents.'

				21 "His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful slave! You were faithful over a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Share your master's joy! '

				22 "Then the man with two talents also approached. He said, 'Master, you gave me two talents. Look, I've earned two more talents.'

				23 "His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful slave! You were faithful over a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Share your master's joy! '

				24 "Then the man who had received one talent also approached and said, 'Master, I know you. You're a difficult man, reaping where you haven't sown and gathering where you haven't scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went off and hid your talent in the ground. Look, you have what is yours.'

				26 "But his master replied to him, 'You evil, lazy slave! If you knew that I reap where I haven't sown and gather where I haven't scattered, 27 then you should have deposited my money with the bankers. And when I returned I would have received my moneymz back with interest.

				28 " 'So take the talent from him and give it to the one who has 10 talents. 29 For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have more than enough. But from the one who does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. 30 And throw this good-for-nothing slave into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'

				

	

The Sheep and the Goats

				31 "When the •Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angelsna with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory.32 All the nationsnb will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on His right and the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed by My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.

				

				35 For I was hungry

				and you gave Me something to eat;

				I was thirsty

				and you gave Me something to drink;

				I was a stranger and you took Me in;

				36 I was naked and you clothed Me;

				I was sick and you took care of Me;

				I was in prison and you visited Me.'

				

				37 "Then the righteous will answer Him, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You something to drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or without clothes and clothe You? 39 When did we see You sick, or in prison, and visit You? '

				40 "And the King will answer them, 'I assure you: Whatever you did for one of the least of these •brothers of Mine, you did for Me.' 41 Then He will also say to those on the left, 'Depart from Me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the Devil and his angels!

				

				42 For I was hungry

				and you gave Me nothing to eat;

				I was thirsty

				and you gave Me nothing to drink;

				43 I was a stranger

				and you didn't take Me in;

				I was naked

				and you didn't clothe Me,

				sick and in prison

				and you didn't take care of Me.'

				

				44 "Then they too will answer, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or without clothes, or sick, or in prison, and not help You? '

				45 "Then He will answer them, 'I assure you: Whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for Me either.'

				46 "And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."

				A Principle to Live By - Christ's Second Coming

				[image: Getz1019.png]

				#53 Even though we do not know when Jesus Christ will remove believers from this world, we are to prepare ourselves by faithfully living in His will. 

				No one knows the exact time when Christ will return (24:26). We do know, however, that believers will be removed from the earth"in a moment, in the blink of an eye" (1Co 15:51-52).  (See Mk #25:Alertness without Specificity.)

				The parables Jesus told illustrate how all true believers should live today in view of Christ's second coming:

				
						The parable of the budding fig tree indicates that there will be unmistakable signs in the physical, political, and religious world that will unfold prior to Christ's return to earth (Mt 24:32-35). The truth in this same parable can be applied to those days before the church is removed (2Tm 3:1-5).

						The parable of the faithful and sensitive slave over his master's household (Mt 24:45-51) also teaches all believers to be faithful as God's servants over His household, the church (Eph 2:19-22). 

						The parable of the ten virgins (Mt 25:1-13) teaches us to be prepared and alert for Christ's second coming (1Th 5:5-6).

						The parable of the talents (Mt 25:14-30) teaches us to use whatever gifts and abilities God has given us to carry out His work in this world (see Rm 12:3). 

						The parable of the sheep and the goats (Mt 25:31-46) teaches us to follow the"good shepherd" who gave His life for us (Jn 10:11).

				

				Reflection and Response

				Since there will be spectacular signs both in the heavens and on earth prior to Christ's return to set up His Kingdom, how should this impact all believers today who are waiting for Christ's return to remove us from the earth—an event that will arrive with even less warning? (See Ti 2:11-13.)

				

				

	

The Plot to Kill Jesus

				26 When Jesus had finished saying all this, He told His disciples, 2 "You knownc that the •Passover takes place after two days, and the •Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified."

				3 Then the •chief priests nd and the elders of the people assembled in the palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, 4 and they conspired to arrest Jesus in a treacherous way and kill Him. 5 "Not during the festival," they said,"so there won't be rioting among the people."

				

	

The Anointing at Bethany

				6 While Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon, a man who had a serious skin disease, 7 a woman approached Him with an alabaster jar of very expensive fragrant oil. She poured it on His head as He was reclining at the table. 8 When the disciples saw it, they were indignant."Why this waste?" they asked. 9 "This might have been sold for a great deal and given to the poor."

				10 But Jesus, aware of this, said to them,"Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a noble thing for Me. 11 You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have Me. 12 By pouring this fragrant oil on My body, she has prepared Me for burial. 13 •I assure you: Wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be told in memory of her."

				14 Then one of the Twelve — the man called Judas Iscariot — went to the chief priests15 and said,"What are you willing to give me if I hand Him over to you?" So they weighed out 30 pieces of silver for him.16 And from that time he started looking for a good opportunity to betray Him.

				A Principle to Live By - Carnal Influence

				[image: Getz1020.png]

				#54 We must not allow critical and carnal people to impact our thinking in negative ways. 

				The woman who anointed Jesus with very expensive perfume was Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus. She poured this ointment on His head and feet and then wiped His feet with her hair. But more significantly, it was Judas Iscariot who instigated the criticism against Mary. He faulted her for wasting what probably amounted to a year's wages for an average worker—an asset that could have been sold and the proceeds used to help the poor (Jn 12:1-4). 

				Matthew and Mark recorded that the other disciples joined this criticism (Mt 26:8-9; Mk 14:4-5). These men were impacted by Judas' tirade against Mary, which reflects how easy it is to be influenced negatively by carnal people who may not even be true Christ-followers. Rather than commending Mary for her unselfish act of love and her wisdom in discerning what lay ahead for Jesus, they actually attacked her, reflecting their immaturity and ignorance regarding Christ's ultimate mission. 

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways are some well-meaning Christians in our churches today impacted by carnal Christians?

				

				

	

Betrayal at the Passover

				17 On the first day of •Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus and asked,"Where do You want us to prepare the Passover so You may eat it?"

				18 "Go into the city to a certain man," He said,"and tell him, 'The Teacher says: My time is near; I am celebrating the Passover at your placene with My disciples.'" 19 So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover. 20 When evening came, He was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 While they were eating, He said,"I assure you: One of you will betray Me."

				22 Deeply distressed, each one began to say to Him,"Surely not I, Lord?"

				23 He replied,"The one who dipped his hand with Me in the bowl — he will betray Me. 24 The Son of Man will go just as it is written about Him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born."

				25 Then Judas, His betrayer, replied,"Surely not I, •Rabbi?"

				"You have said it," He told him.  (See Lk #47:Reflecting Unity.)

				

	

The First Lord's Supper

				26 As they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said,"Take and eat it; this is My body." 27 Then He took a cup, and after giving thanks, He gave it to them and said,"Drink from it, all of you. 28 For this is My blood that establishes the covenant;nf it is shed for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 But I tell you, from this moment I will not drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it in a new wayng in My Father's kingdom with you." 30 After singing psalms, they went out to the •Mount of Olives.  (See Lk #46:The Lord's Supper.)

				

	

Peter's Denial Predicted

				31 Then Jesus said to them,"Tonight all of you will run awaynh because of Me, for it is written:

				

				I will strike the shepherd,

				and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.ni

				

				32 But after I have been resurrected, I will go ahead of you to Galilee."  (See Zch #11:The Great Commission.)

				33 Peter told Him,"Even if everyone runs away because of You, I will never run away!"

				34 "I assure you," Jesus said to him,"tonight, before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times!"

				35 "Even if I have to die with You," Peter told Him,"I will never deny You!" And all the disciples said the same thing.  (See Lk #48:Satanic Attacks.)

				

	

The Prayer in the Garden

				36 Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and He told the disciples,"Sit here while I go over there and pray." 37 Taking along Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, He began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed. 38 Then He said to them,"My soul is swallowed up in sorrownj — to the point of death.nk Remain here and stay awake with Me." 39 Going a little farther, nl He fell facedown and prayed,"My Father! If it is possible, let this cup pass from Me. Yet not as I will, but as You will."

				40 Then He came to the disciples and found them sleeping. He asked Peter,"So, couldn't you stay awake with Me one hour? 41 Stay awake and pray, so that you won't enter into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak."

				42 Again, a second time, He went away and prayed,"My Father, if thisnm cannot passnn unless I drink it, Your will be done." 43 And He came again and found them sleeping, because they could not keep their eyes open.no

				44 After leaving them, He went away again and prayed a third time, saying the same thing once more. 45 Then He came to the disciples and said to them,"Are you still sleeping and resting?np Look, the time is near. The Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Get up; let's go! See, My betrayer is near.  (See Mk #26:Spiritual Tests.)

				

	

The Judas Kiss

				47 While He was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, suddenly arrived. A large mob, with swords and clubs, was with him from the chief priests and elders of the people. 48 His betrayer had given them a sign:"The One I kiss, He's the One; arrest Him!" 49 So he went right up to Jesus and said,"Greetings, Rabbi!" and kissed Him.

				50 "Friend," Jesus asked him,"why have you come?"nq

				Then they came up, took hold of Jesus, and arrested Him. 51 At that moment one of those with Jesus reached out his hand and drew his sword. He struck the high priest's •slave and cut off his ear.

				52 Then Jesus told him,"Put your sword back in its place because all who take up a sword will perish by a sword. 53 Or do you think that I cannot call on My Father, and He will provide Me at once with more than 12 legions of angels? 54 How, then, would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen this way?"

				55 At that time Jesus said to the crowds,"Have you come out with swords and clubs, as if I were a criminal,nr to capture Me? Every day I used to sit, teaching in the •temple complex, and you didn't arrest Me. 56 But all this has happened so that the prophetic Scripturesns would be fulfilled." Then all the disciples deserted Him and ran away.

				

	

Jesus Faces the Sanhedrin

				57 Those who had arrested Jesus led Him away to Caiaphas the high priest, where the •scribes and the elders had convened. 58 Meanwhile, Peter was following Him at a distance right to the high priest's courtyard.nt He went in and was sitting with the temple policenu to see the outcome.nv

				59 The chief priests and the whole •Sanhedrin were looking for false testimony against Jesus so they could put Him to death. 60 But they could not find any, even though many false witnesses came forward. nw Finally, two nx who came forward 61 stated,"This man said, 'I can demolish God's sanctuary and rebuild it in three days.'"

				62 The high priest then stood up and said to Him,"Don't You have an answer to what these men are testifying against You?" 63 But Jesus kept silent. Then the high priest said to Him,"By the living God I place You under oath: tell us if You are the •Messiah, the Son of God!"

				64 "You have said it,"ny Jesus told him."But I tell you, in the futurenz you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power and coming on the clouds of heaven."oa

				65 Then the high priest tore his robes and said,"He has blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? Look, now you've heard the blasphemy! 66 What is your decision?"ob

				They answered,"He deserves death!" 67 Then they spit in His face and beat Him; others slapped Him 68 and said,"Prophesy to us, Messiah! Who hit You?"  (See Ps #104:Our Messianic King.)

				

	

Peter Denies His Lord

				69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant approached him and she said,"You were with Jesus the Galilean too."

				70 But he denied it in front of everyone:"I don't know what you're talking about!"

				71 When he had gone out to the gateway, another woman saw him and told those who were there,"This man was with Jesus the •Nazarene!"

				72 And again he denied it with an oath,"I don't know the man!"

				73 After a little while those standing there approached and said to Peter,"You certainly are one of them, since even your accentoc gives you away."

				74 Then he started to curse and to swear with an oath,"I do not know the man!" Immediately a rooster crowed, 75 and Peter remembered the words Jesus had spoken,"Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times." And he went outside and wept bitterly.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Great High Priest

				[image: Getz1021.png]

				#55 Without justifying our failures, we are to be reassured that we have a great high priest who understands our humanness.

				Jesus predicted that all the disciples would forsake Him. Peter immediately responded, no doubt sincerely, that he would never turn his back on Jesus, even if it meant giving his own life (vv. 31-33). 

				Ultimately Peter failed the test. He couldn't stay awake when the Lord chose Him, along with James and John, to be with Him while He engaged in agonizing prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus addressed Peter directly with the question,"So, couldn't you stay awake with Me one hour?" Then He sympathized with Peter's physical weakness by saying,"The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak" (vv. 40-41).  (See Heb #8:Our Great High Priest.)

				Peter tried again to prove his loyalty when he attempted to defend Jesus with his sword (Jn 18:10). This was a very courageous act, since the contingency of Roman soldiers probably numbered around 600. Furthermore, when all of the disciples fled (Mt 26:56), Peter dared to follow in the darkness as these soldiers led Jesus away (v. 69). It was there, while hurt and angry, that Peter reached the low point of his life, denying that he knew Jesus Christ (v. 74). However, in spite of Peter's weaknesses, we catch a glimpse of Peter's heart and sincerity. When he realized what he had done,"he went outside and wept bitterly" (v. 75). 

				Reflection and Response

				What specific lessons can all of us learn from Peter's experience during these final hours leading up to the crucifixion?

				

				

	

Jesus Handed Over to Pilate

				27 When daybreak came, all the •chief priests and the elders of the people plotted against Jesus to put Him to death. 2 After tying Him up, they led Him away and handed Him over to •Pilate, od the governor.

				

	

Judas Hangs Himself

				3 Then Judas, His betrayer, seeing that He had been condemned, was full of remorse and returned the 30 pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders.4 "I have sinned by betraying innocent blood," he said.

				"What's that to us?" they said."See to it yourself!"

				5 So he threw the silver into the sanctuary and departed. Then he went and hanged himself.

				6 The chief priests took the silver and said,"It's not lawful to put it into the temple treasury, since it is blood money."oe 7 So they conferred together and bought the potter's field with it as a burial place for foreigners. 8 Therefore that field has been called"Blood Field" to this day. 9 Then what was spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:

				

				They took the 30 pieces of silver, the price of Him whose price was set by the Israelites, 10 and they gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord directed me.of

				A Principle to Live By - Loving Money

				[image: Getz1022.png]

				#56 We are to be aware of the power of money in causing us to rationalize sinful decisions and to deceive ourselves regarding the ultimate results.

				When Judas betrayed Jesus, he may not have believed it would actually lead to condemnation and death. He had watched Jesus avoid attempts on His life before. Shortly before Christ's capture, Jesus had miraculously escaped when the Pharisees"picked up stones to throw at Him" (Jn 8:59). In other words, Judas had plenty of evidence that Jesus had supernatural powers. 

				Judas also knew Jesus lived a perfect life and was innocent of the charges. How could He be condemned? Consequently, when it happened, he"was full of remorse" and confessed to the religious leaders that he had"sinned by betraying innocent blood" (Mt 27:3-4). 

				Judas' desire for money had led to this deceptive rationalization and tragic decision. In fact, as the official treasurer among his peers, he had been stealing money all along (Jn 12:6). More than any other biblical personality, Judas illustrates Paul's warning:

				For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and by craving it, some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains. (1Tm 6:10)  (See 1Tm #14:Materialistic Motivation.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is a love for money such a powerful force in leading both Christians and non-Christians to rationalize dishonest behavior?

				

				

	

Jesus Faces the Governor

				11 Now Jesus stood before the governor."Are You the King of the Jews?" the governor asked Him.

				Jesus answered,"You have said it."og 12 And while He was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He didn't answer.

				13 Then Pilate said to Him,"Don't You hear how much they are testifying against You?" 14 But He didn't answer him on even one charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.

				

	

Jesus or Barabbas

				15 At the festival the governor's custom was to release to the crowd a prisoner they wanted. 16 At that time they had a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. oh17 So when they had gathered together, Pilate said to them,"Who is it you want me to release for you — Barabbas, oi or Jesus who is called •Messiah?"18 For he knew they had handed Him over because of envy.

				19 While he was sitting on the judge's bench, his wife sent word to him,"Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for today I've suffered terribly in a dream because of Him!"

				20 The chief priests and the elders, however, persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to execute Jesus. 21 The governor asked them,"Which of the two do you want me to release for you?"

				"Barabbas!" they answered.

				22 Pilate asked them,"What should I do then with Jesus, who is called Messiah?"

				They all answered,"Crucify Him!"oj

				23 Then he said,"Why? What has He done wrong?"

				But they kept shouting,"Crucify Him!" all the more.

				24 When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere,ok but that a riot was starting instead, he took some water, washed his hands in front of the crowd, and said,"I am innocent of this man's blood. ol See to it yourselves!"

				25 All the people answered,"His blood be on us and on our children!" 26 Then he released Barabbas to them. But after having Jesus flogged, he handed Him over to be crucified.

				A Principle to Live By - The Power of Self-Interests

				[image: Getz1023.png]

				#57 We should not be surprised when some political leaders purposely make wrong and even evil decisions to protect their own interests. 

				Pilate demonstrated how far some in authority will go to protect themselves. He knew why Jesus stood before him: the religious leaders in Israel were envious (v. 18). Furthermore, he knew that even Herod Antipas found no charges against Jesus to keep Him in custody, let alone to be worthy of death (Lk 23:13-15). 

				Pilate could have released Jesus. However, he tried another political maneuver. He offered to turn over Barabbas, an evil thief and murderer, to be crucified instead. But the religious leaders and angry crowd rejected this offer, and Pilate once again revealed he knew Jesus was innocent when he responded,"Why? What has He done wrong?" (Mt 27:23). 

				Knowing he was gaining no ground with this evil crowd, Pilate literally"washed his hands" to assert his own innocence (v. 24). It's clear from a larger historical perspective that Pilate's decisions were driven by his own political interests. He wanted to stay out of trouble with Caesar. He had already made some serious judgment errors as governor that almost became his undoing. He knew that a riot in Jerusalem would probably cost him his position—if not his life. Consequently, he delivered Jesus to be crucified, knowing full well He was innocent of all the charges against Him.  (See Lk #49:God's Sovereignty.)

				Reflection and Response

				As Christians, how should this principle impact our involvement in politics?  (See 1Tm #4:Prayer for Government Leaders; Rm #25: Civic Responsibilities.)

				

				

	

Mocked by the Military

				27 Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus into •headquarters and gathered the whole •company around Him. 28 They stripped Him and dressed Him in a scarlet military robe. 29 They twisted together a crown of thorns, put it on His head, and placed a reed in His right hand. And they knelt down before Him and mocked Him:"Hail, King of the Jews!" 30 Then they spit on Him, took the reed, and kept hitting Him on the head. 31 When they had mocked Him, they stripped Him of the robe, put His clothes on Him, and led Him away to crucify Him.

				

	

Crucified Between Two Criminals

				32 As they were going out, they found a Cyrenian man named Simon. They forced this man to carry His cross. 33 When they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Skull Place), 34 they gave Him wine om mixed with gall to drink. But when He tasted it, He would not drink it. 35 After crucifying Him they divided His clothes by casting lots. on 36 Then they sat down and were guarding Him there. 37 Above His head they put up the charge against Him in writing:

				

				THIS IS JESUS
THE KING OF THE JEWS.

				38 Then two criminalsoo were crucified with Him, one on the right and one on the left. 39 Those who passed by were yelling insults atop Him, shaking their heads 40 and saying,"The One who would demolish the sanctuary and rebuild it in three days, save Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come down from the cross!" 41 In the same way the chief priests, with the •scribes and elders, oq mocked Him and said, 42 "He saved others, but He cannot save Himself! He is the King of Israel! Let Him or come down now from the cross, and we will believe in Him. 43 He has put His trust in God; let God rescue Him now — if He wants Him!os For He said, 'I am God's Son.'" 44 In the same way even the criminals who were crucified with Him kept taunting Him.

				

	

The Death of Jesus

				45 From noon until three in the afternoonot darkness came over the whole land.ou 46 About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out with a loud voice,"Elí, Elí, lemÁov sabachthÁni?" that is,"My God, My God, why have You forsakenow Me?"ox

				47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said,"He's calling for Elijah!"

				48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, fixed it on a reed, and offered Him a drink. 49 But the rest said,"Let's see if Elijah comes to save Him!"  (See Ps #22:A Call to Worship.)

				50 Jesus shouted again with a loud voice and gave up His spirit. 51 Suddenly, the curtain of the sanctuary was split in two from top to bottom; the earth quaked and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs were also opened and many bodies of the •saints who had fallen •asleep were raised. 53 And they came out of the tombs after His resurrection, entered the holy city, and appeared to many.

				54 When the •centurion and those with him, who were guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and the things that had happened, they were terrified and said,"This man really was God's Son!"oy

				A Principle to Live By - More Miraculous Signs

				[image: Getz1024.png]

				#58 When we consider the miraculous events surrounding Jesus' final hours on the cross, we should be intensely motivated to proclaim that He is indeed God's eternal Son.

				At least four miraculous events took place during the time Jesus hung on the cross. First, beginning at high noon and for three hours, intense darkness enveloped the landscape (v. 45). This event was both a warning of judgment to come and a message of hope. In terms of judgment, Zephaniah predicted that"the Day of the Lord" would be"a day of wrath" and"a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness" (Zph 1:14-15).  (See Zph #2:Judgment with Compassion.)

				When Jesus"gave up His spirit," the huge curtain in the temple that separated the holy place from the most holy place"split in two from top to bottom" (Mt 27:50-51). God was sending a powerful message to Israel and to all people that through Christ's sacrificial death as the Lamb of God, we have access to God (Jn 1:29; Heb 10:19-22). 

				The third and fourth miracles involved both an earthquake and the bodily resurrection of a certain number of believers. Evidently, their spirits were reunited with new glorified bodies, and after Christ's own resurrection they appeared to many people in Jerusalem—a dramatic demonstration of what will someday happen to all true believers.  (See 1Co #31:Resurrected Bodies.)

				Reflection and Response

				How did the apostle Thomas's experience following the resurrection correlate with the experience of the Roman centurion who stood at the cross and declared,"This man really was God's Son!" (Mt 27:54).  (See Jn #38:Dealing with Doubters.)

				

				55 Many women who had followed Jesus from Galilee and ministered to Him were there, looking on from a distance. 56 Among them were •Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of Zebedee's sons.

				

	

The Burial of Jesus

				57 When it was evening, a rich man from Arimathea named Joseph came, who himself had also become a disciple of Jesus. 58 He approached Pilate and asked for Jesus' body. Then Pilate ordered that it oz be released. 59 So Joseph took the body, wrapped it in •clean, fine linen, 60 and placed it in his new tomb, which he had cut into the rock. He left after rolling a great stone against the entrance of the tomb. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were seated there, facing the tomb.

				

	

The Closely Guarded Tomb

				62 The next day, which followed the preparation day, the chief priests and the •Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63 and said,"Sir, we remember that while this deceiver was still alive He said, 'After three days I will rise again.' 64 Therefore give orders that the tomb be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, His disciples may come, steal Him, and tell the people, 'He has been raised from the dead.' Then the last deception will be worse than the first."

				65 "You havepa a guard of soldiers," Pilate told them."Go and make it as secure as you know how." 66 Then they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting the guard.pb

				

	

Resurrection Morning

				28 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, •Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to view the tomb. 2 Suddenly there was a violent earthquake, because an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and approached the tomb. He rolled back the stone and was sitting on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his robe was as white as snow. 4 The guards were so shaken from fear of him that they became like dead men.

				5 But the angel told the women,"Don't be afraid, because I know you are looking for Jesus who was crucified.6 He is not here! For He has been resurrected, just as He said. Come and see the place where He lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell His disciples, 'He has been raised from the dead. In fact, He is going ahead of you to Galilee; you will see Him there.' Listen, I have told you."

				8 So, departing quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, they ran to tell His disciples the news. 9 Just then pc Jesus met them and said,"Good morning!" They came up, took hold of His feet, and worshiped Him. 10 Then Jesus told them,"Do not be afraid. Go and tell My brothers to leave for Galilee, and they will see Me there."

				

	

The Soldiers Are Bribed to Lie

				11 As they were on their way, some of the guards came into the city and reported to the •chief priests everything that had happened. 12 After the priestspd had assembled with the elders and agreed on a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money 13 and told them,"Say this, 'His disciples came during the night and stole Him while we were sleeping.' 14 If this reaches the governor's ears,pe we will deal withpf him and keep you out of trouble." 15 So they took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story has been spread among Jewish people to this day.

				

	

The Great Commission

				16 The 11 disciples traveled to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had directed them.17 When they saw Him, they worshiped, pg but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came near and said to them,"All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.19 Go, therefore, and make disciples ofph all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember,pi I am with you always,pj to the end of the age."

				A Principle to Live By - The Great Commission

				[image: Getz1025.png]

				#59 Since the Lord Jesus Christ died and rose again to bring salvation to all who believe, we are to do what we can to deliver this message to the whole world. 

				When Jesus told the women to relay the message to the disciples to meet Him in Galilee, it doesn't mean this happened immediately. Before He gave the Great Commission, Jesus appeared to Peter (Lk 24:34). He also appeared to two disciples on the road to Emmaus (Lk 24:15; Mk 16:12), and He met with ten of the disciples in Jerusalem the very evening of resurrection day (Jn 20:19). Then, eight days later, He appeared to all 11 of these men (Jn 20:26). 

				His most significant appearance probably happened when He appeared not only to the 11 disciples but"to over 500 brothers at one time" (1Co 15:6). Many believe it was to that audience Jesus gave the Great Commission. Though it appears Jesus spoke directly to the apostles, we're all included, regardless of our vocations. 

				This culminating event expresses the primary message in this Gospel. Inherent in this commission is the reason Jesus came—to seek and to save the lost. 

				On the first missionary journey, Paul and Barnabas graphically demonstrated what Jesus commanded on that mountain in Galilee:

				After they had evangelized that town and made many disciples, they returned to Lystra, to Iconium, and to Antioch, strengthening the disciples by encouraging them to continue in the faith and by telling them,"It is necessary to pass through many troubles on our way into the kingdom of God." When they had appointed elders in every church and prayed with fasting, they committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed. (Ac 14:21-23) 

				Making disciples involves, first of all, securing a true, meaningful decision to receive Christ as Lord and Savior. Second, it calls for teaching these disciples in order to strengthen and encourage them to become mature Christ-followers who will"continue in the faith." Carrying out the Great Commission also entails making sure that local churches are led by qualified spiritual leaders. This indeed is an ongoing, lifetime process.  (See Ac #27:Qualified Spiritual Leaders.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Jesus' exhortation to love one another and His prayer for unity relate to the responsibility of all believers to carry out the Great Commission?  (See Jn #27:A Servant's Heart.)

				

				

				
					
						a1:1 Or The book of the genealogy

					

					
						b1:6 Other mss add King

					

					
						c1:7 Other mss read Asaph

					

					
						d1:8 Other mss read Asaph

					

					
						e1:10 Other mss read Amos

					

					
						f1:16 Lit Mary, from whom was born

					

					
						g1:21 Jesus is the Gk form of the Hb name"Joshua," which ="The Lord saves" or"Yahweh saves."

					

					
						h1:23 Is 7:14

					

					
						i1:25 Other mss read to her firstborn son

					

					
						j2:2 Or star at its rising

					

					
						k2:2 Or to pay Him homage
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						n2:9 Or star . . . at its rising

					

					
						o2:11 Or they paid Him homage
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						s2:18 Jr 31:15

					

					
						t3:3 Is 40:3
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						v3:8 Lit fruit worthy of

					

					
						w3:11 Or in

					

					
						x3:11 Or to carry
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						ab4:6 Ps 91:11-12

					

					
						ac4:7 Dt 6:16
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						ag4:16 Lit dawned on them
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						ai4:19 Lit you fishers of

					

					
						aj4:23 Or every kind of

					

					
						ak5:2 Lit Then opening His mouth

					

					
						al5:16 Or way, your light must shine

					

					
						am5:18 Or not one iota ; iota is the smallest letter of the Gk alphabet.

					

					
						an5:21 Lit to the ancients

					

					
						ao5:21 Ex 20:13; Dt 5:17

					

					
						ap5:22 Other mss add without a cause

					

					
						aq5:22 Lit Raca, an Aram term of abuse similar to"airhead"
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						as5:25 Other mss read judge will hand you over to

					

					
						at5:26 Lit quadrans, the smallest and least valuable Roman coin, worth 1/64 of a daily wage

					

					
						au5:27 Ex 20:14; Dt 5:18

					

					
						av5:31 Dt 24:1

					

					
						aw5:32 Gk porneia = fornication, or possibly a violation of Jewish marriage laws

					

					
						ax5:33 Lit to the ancients

					

					
						ay5:33 Lv 19:12; Nm 30:2; Dt 23:21

					

					
						az5:38 Ex 21:24; Lv 24:20; Dt 19:21

					

					
						ba5:39 Or don't set yourself against, or don't retaliate against

					

					
						bb5:40 Lit tunic ; = inner garment
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						bd5:43 Lv 19:18
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						bn6:11 Or our necessary bread, or our bread for tomorrow

					

					
						bo6:13 Or do not cause us to come into

					

					
						bp6:13 Or from evil

					

					
						bq6:13 Other mss omit bracketed text

					

					
						br6:14 Or trespasses

					

					
						bs6:15 Other mss add their wrongdoing

					

					
						bt6:15 Or trespasses

					

					
						bu6:16 Or unrecognizable, or disfigured

					

					
						bv6:18 Other mss add openly

					

					
						bw6:19 Or valuables

					

					
						bx6:27 Or add one moment to his life-span

					

					
						by6:32 Or Gentiles, or nations, or heathen, or pagans

					

					
						bz6:33 Other mss omit of God

					

					
						ca7:2 Lit you judge

					

					
						cb7:2 Lit you measure

					

					
						cc7:7 Or Ask

					

					
						cd7:7 Or Search

					

					
						ce7:7 Or Knock

					

					
						cf7:7 Lit and it

					

					
						cg7:8 Lit knocks, it

					

					
						ch7:23 Lit you who work lawlessness

					

					
						ci7:23 Ps 6:8

					

					
						cj7:28 Lit had ended these words

					

					
						ck8:3 Lit cleansed

					

					
						cl8:9 Lit under me

					

					
						cm8:13 Or that hour ; lit very hour

					

					
						cn8:17 Is 53:4

					

					
						co8:18 Other mss read saw a crowd

					

					
						cp8:23 Other mss read to a

					

					
						cq8:28 Other mss read Gergesenes

					

					
						cr8:29 Other mss add Jesus

					

					
						cs8:29 Lit What to us and to You

					

					
						ct9:2 Lit then they

					

					
						cu9:4 Or minds

					

					
						cv9:8 Other mss read amazed

					

					
						cw9:8 Lit afraid

					

					
						cx9:10 Lit came, they were reclining (at the table); at important meals the custom was to recline on a mat at a low table and lean on the left elbow.

					

					
						cy9:13 Hs 6:6

					

					
						cz9:13 Other mss add to repentance

					

					
						da9:15 Lit the sons of the bridal chamber

					

					
						db9:15 Lit days

					

					
						dc9:17 Lit And they do not put

					

					
						dd9:18 Lit daughter has now come to the end

					

					
						de9:21 Or be delivered

					

					
						df9:22 Or has saved you

					

					
						dg9:22 Lit hour

					

					
						dh9:30 Lit no one knows

					

					
						di9:33 Lit the man who was unable to speak

					

					
						dj9:35 Or every kind of

					

					
						dk9:35 Other mss add among the people

					

					
						dl10:1 Or every kind of

					

					
						dm10:3 Other mss read and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus

					

					
						dn10:4 Lit the Cananaean

					

					
						do10:4 Iscariot is probably"a man of Kerioth," a town in Judea.

					

					
						dp10:22 Or saved

					

					
						dq10:24 Or student

					

					
						dr10:27 Lit in the ear

					

					
						ds10:29 Gk assarion, a small copper coin

					

					
						dt10:29 Lit ground apart from your Father

					

					
						du10:35-36 Mc 7:6

					

					
						dv10:38 Lit follow after

					

					
						dw10:39 Or The one who finds

					

					
						dx10:39 Or and the one who loses

					

					
						dy10:41 Or The one who

					

					
						dz10:41 Lit prophet in the name of a prophet

					

					
						ea10:41 Or And the one who

					

					
						eb10:41 Lit person in the name of a righteous person

					

					
						ec10:42 Lit little ones in the name of a disciple

					

					
						ed11:5 Lit cleansed

					

					
						ee11:10 Lit messenger before Your face

					

					
						ef11:10 Mal 3:1

					

					
						eg11:11 Lit arisen

					

					
						eh11:12 Or has been forcefully advancing

					

					
						ei11:15 Other mss add to hear

					

					
						ej11:17 Or beat your breasts

					

					
						ek11:19 Or declared right

					

					
						el11:19 Other mss read children

					

					
						em11:25 Or thank

					

					
						en11:26 Lit was well-pleasing in Your sight

					

					
						eo11:27 Or knows exactly

					

					
						ep11:27 Or wills, or chooses

					

					
						eq12:4 Other mss read he ate

					

					
						er12:7 Hs 6:6

					

					
						es12:11 Or had one sheep

					

					
						et12:15 Other mss read Many

					

					
						eu12:20 Or until He has successfully put forth justice

					

					
						ev12:18-21 Is 42:1-4

					

					
						ew12:22 Lit mute

					

					
						ex12:31 Or of

					

					
						ey12:31 Other mss add people

					

					
						ez12:33 Or decayed ; lit rotten

					

					
						fa12:35 Other mss read from the storehouse of his heart

					

					
						fb12:36 Lit will speak

					

					
						fc12:47 Other mss omit this v.

					

					
						fd13:9 Other mss add to hear

					

					
						fe13:14-15 Is 6:9-10

					

					
						ff13:19 Gk logos = word, or message, or saying, or thing

					

					
						fg13:22 Or pleasure, or deceitfulness

					

					
						fh13:25 Or darnel, a weed similar in appearance to wheat in the early stages

					

					
						fi13:33 Lit 3 sata ; about 40 quarts

					

					
						fj13:33 Or until all of it was leavened

					

					
						fk13:35 Ps 78:2

					

					
						fl13:41 Or stumbling

					

					
						fm13:41 Or those who do lawlessness

					

					
						fn13:43 Other mss add to hear

					

					
						fo13:46 Or very precious

					

					
						fp13:51 Other mss add Jesus asked them

					

					
						fq13:52 Or every scribe

					

					
						fr13:55 Other mss read Joses ; Mk 6:3

					

					
						fs14:3 Or bound

					

					
						ft14:6 Lit danced in the middle

					

					
						fu14:12 Other mss read body

					

					
						fv14:14 Lit Coming out (of the boat)

					

					
						fw14:15 Lit and the time (for the evening meal) has already passed

					

					
						fx14:19 Lit to recline

					

					
						fy14:22 Other mss read Jesus

					

					
						fz14:24 Lit already many stadia ; 1 stadion = 600 feet

					

					
						ga14:24 Other mss read already in the middle of the sea

					

					
						gb14:25 Lit fourth watch of the night = 3 to 6 a.m.

					

					
						gc14:30 Other mss read saw the wind

					

					
						gd14:35 Lit sent into

					

					
						ge15:2 Lit eat bread = eat a meal

					

					
						gf15:4 Other mss read commanded, saying

					

					
						gg15:4 Ex 20:12; Dt 5:16

					

					
						gh15:4 Ex 21:17; Lv 20:9

					

					
						gi15:6 Other mss read then he does not have to honor his father or mother

					

					
						gj15:6 Other mss read commandment

					

					
						gk15:8 Other mss add draw near to Me with their mouths, and

					

					
						gl15:8-9 Is 29:13 LXX

					

					
						gm15:14 Other mss add for the blind

					

					
						gn15:16 Other mss read Jesus

					

					
						go15:17 Other mss add yet

					

					
						gp15:17 Lit and goes out into the toilet

					

					
						gq15:22 Other mss read and cried out to Him

					

					
						gr15:23 Lit she is yelling behind us or after us

					

					
						gs15:28 Lit hour

					

					
						gt15:39 Other mss read Magdala

					

					
						gu16:3 Other mss read Hypocrites! You

					

					
						gv16:2-3 Other mss omit When (v. 2) through end of v. 3

					

					
						gw16:4 Other mss add the prophet

					

					
						gx16:5 Lit disciples went to the other side

					

					
						gy16:6 Or leaven

					

					
						gz16:13 Other mss read that I, the Son of Man, am

					

					
						ha16:17 Or son of John

					

					
						hb16:18 Peter (Gk Petros) = a specific stone or rock

					

					
						hc16:18 Rock (Gk petra) = a rocky crag or bedrock

					

					
						hd16:18 Lit gates

					

					
						he16:19 Or earth will be bound

					

					
						hf16:19 Or earth will be loosed

					

					
						hg16:20 Other mss add Jesus

					

					
						hh16:22 Lit Mercy to You = May God have mercy on You

					

					
						hi16:23 Lit about the things of God

					

					
						hj17:2 Or transfigured

					

					
						hk17:4 Other mss read wish, let's make

					

					
						hl17:5 Or enveloped ; Ex 40:34-35

					

					
						hm17:8 Other mss omit Him

					

					
						hn17:9 Other mss read Man has risen

					

					
						ho17:11 Other mss add first

					

					
						hp17:11 Other mss read Jesus said to them

					

					
						hq17:12 Lit suffer by them

					

					
						hr17:15 Lit he is moonstruck ; thought to be a form of epilepsy

					

					
						hs17:17 Or corrupt, or perverted, or twisted ; Dt 32:5

					

					
						ht17:18 Lit rebuked him or it

					

					
						hu17:18 Lit the demon

					

					
						hv17:18 Lit hour

					

					
						hw17:20 Other mss read your unbelief," Jesus

					

					
						hx17:20 Lit faith like

					

					
						hy17:21 Other mss omit bracketed text; Mk 9:29

					

					
						hz17:22 Other mss read were staying

					

					
						ia17:25 Lit Jesus anticipated him by saying

					

					
						ib17:25 Or foreigners

					

					
						ic17:26 Other mss read Peter said to Him

					

					
						id17:27 Gk stater, worth 2 double-drachmas

					

					
						ie18:1 Lit hour

					

					
						if18:3 Or are turned around

					

					
						ig18:5 Or receives

					

					
						ih18:9 Lit gehenna of fire

					

					
						ii18:11 Other mss omit bracketed text

					

					
						ij18:13 Lit over it

					

					
						ik18:15 Other mss omit against you

					

					
						il18:15 Lit him between you and him alone

					

					
						im18:16 Lit mouth

					

					
						in18:16 Dt 19:15

					

					
						io18:17 Or congregation

					

					
						ip18:17 Or like a Gentile

					

					
						iq18:18 Or earth will be bound

					

					
						ir18:18 Or earth will be loosed

					

					
						is18:19 Lit they

					

					
						it18:19 Lit for them

					

					
						iu18:22 Or but 77 times

					

					
						iv18:29 Other mss add at his feet

					

					
						iw18:35 Other mss add his trespasses

					

					
						ix18:35 Lit your

					

					
						iy19:4 Other mss read made

					

					
						iz19:4 Gn 1:27; 5:2

					

					
						ja19:5 Gn 2:24

					

					
						jb19:9 Other mss add Also whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery ; Mt 5:32

					

					
						jc19:14 Lit heaven is of such ones

					

					
						jd19:17 Other mss read Why do you call Me good?

					

					
						je19:17 Other mss read No one is good but One — God

					

					
						jf19:18-19 Ex 20:12-16; Lv 19:18; Dt 5:16-20

					

					
						jg19:20 Other mss add from my youth

					

					
						jh19:21 Or complete

					

					
						ji19:28 Lit the regeneration

					

					
						jj19:29 Other mss add or wife

					

					
						jk20:3 Lit about the third hour

					

					
						jl20:5 Lit about the sixth hour and the ninth hour

					

					
						jm20:6 Lit about the eleventh hour

					

					
						jn20:6 Other mss add doing nothing

					

					
						jo20:7 Other mss add 'and you'll get whatever is right.'

					

					
						jp20:8 Lit starting from the last until the first

					

					
						jq20:9 Lit about the eleventh hour

					

					
						jr20:15 Lit with what is mine

					

					
						js20:15 Lit Is your eye evil ; an idiom for jealousy or stinginess

					

					
						jt20:15 Lit good

					

					
						ju20:16 Other mss add For many are called, but few are chosen."

					

					
						jv20:19 Or scourged

					

					
						jw20:19 Other mss read will rise again

					

					
						jx20:21 Lit Say

					

					
						jy20:22 Other mss add and (or) to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?"

					

					
						jz20:23 Other mss add and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with.

					

					
						ka21:5 Is 62:11; Zch 9:9

					

					
						kb21:9 Ps 118:25-26

					

					
						kc21:12 Other mss add of God

					

					
						kd21:13 Is 56:7

					

					
						ke21:13 Jr 7:11

					

					
						kf21:16 Or restored

					

					
						kg21:16 Ps 8:2

					

					
						kh21:34 Lit the season of fruits

					

					
						ki21:41 Lit him the fruits in their seasons

					

					
						kj21:42 Lit the head of the corner

					

					
						kk21:42 Ps 118:22-23

					

					
						kl21:44 Other mss omit bracketed text

					

					
						km22:7 Other mss read But when the (that) king heard about it he

					

					
						kn22:10 Lit those reclining (to eat)

					

					
						ko22:13 Other mss add take him away

					

					
						kp22:15 Lit trap Him in a word

					

					
						kq22:16 Lit don't look on the face of men ; that is, on the outward appearance

					

					
						kr22:24 Dt 25:5

					

					
						ks22:26 Lit so until the seven

					

					
						kt22:28 Lit all had her

					

					
						ku22:30 Other mss add God's

					

					
						kv22:32 Ex 3:6,15-16

					

					
						kw22:32 Other mss read God

					

					
						kx22:36 Lit is great

					

					
						ky22:37 Dt 6:5

					

					
						kz22:38 Lit and first

					

					
						la22:39 Lv 19:18

					

					
						lb22:40 Or hang

					

					
						lc22:43 Lit David in Spirit

					

					
						ld22:44 Other mss read until I make Your enemies Your footstool

					

					
						le22:44 Ps 110:1

					

					
						lf22:46 Lit answer Him a word

					

					
						lg23:3 Lit do according to their works

					

					
						lh23:4 Other mss omit that are hard to carry

					

					
						li23:4 Lit lift with their finger

					

					
						lj23:5 Lit do all their works

					

					
						lk23:5 Other mss add on their robes

					

					
						ll23:8 Other mss add the Messiah

					

					
						lm23:10 Or Teacher

					

					
						ln23:14 Or prayers with false motivation

					

					
						lo23:14 Other mss omit bracketed text

					

					
						lp23:15 Lit twice the son of gehenna

					

					
						lq23:16 Lit is obligated

					

					
						lr23:17 Lit Fools and blind

					

					
						ls23:18 Lit is obligated

					

					
						lt23:19 Other mss read Fools and blind

					

					
						lu23:23 Or You tithe

					

					
						lv23:25 Or full of violence

					

					
						lw23:26 Other mss add and dish

					

					
						lx23:26 Other mss read of them

					

					
						ly23:30 Lit have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets

					

					
						lz23:32 Lit the measure of your fathers

					

					
						ma23:33 Lit escape from the judgment of gehenna

					

					
						mb23:35 Lit will come on you

					

					
						mc23:37 Or as a mother bird gathers her young

					

					
						md23:39 Ps 118:26

					

					
						me24:7 Other mss add epidemics

					

					
						mf24:9 Or tribulation, or distress

					

					
						mg24:13 Or be saved

					

					
						mh24:14 Or in all the inhabited earth

					

					
						mi24:15 Or abomination of desolation, or desolating sacrilege

					

					
						mj24:15 Dn 9:27

					

					
						mk24:17 Or roof

					

					
						ml24:22 Lit short, all flesh would not

					

					
						mm24:22 Or be saved or delivered

					

					
						mn24:24 Or False christs

					

					
						mo24:28 Or eagles

					

					
						mp24:30 Or all the tribes of the land

					

					
						mq24:30 Lit will beat ; that is, beat their breasts

					

					
						mr24:33 Or things, you know

					

					
						ms24:33 Or it ; that is, summer

					

					
						mt24:36 Other mss omit nor the Son

					

					
						mu24:42 Other mss read hour ; = time

					

					
						mv24:43 Lit watch ; a division of the night in ancient times

					

					
						mw24:51 Lit him in two

					

					
						mx25:1 Or bridesmaids

					

					
						my25:13 Other mss add in which the Son of Man is coming.

					

					
						mz25:27 Lit received what is mine

					

					
						na25:31 Other mss read holy angels

					

					
						nb25:32 Or the Gentiles

					

					
						nc26:2 Or Know (as a command)

					

					
						nd26:3 Other mss add and the scribes

					

					
						ne26:18 Lit Passover with you

					

					
						nf26:28 Other mss read new covenant

					

					
						ng26:29 Or drink new wine ; lit drink it new

					

					
						nh26:31 Or •stumble

					

					
						ni26:31 Zch 13:7

					

					
						nj26:38 Or I am deeply grieved, or I am overwhelmed by sorrow ; Ps 42:6,11; 43:5

					

					
						nk26:38 Lit unto death

					

					
						nl26:39 Other mss read Drawing nearer

					

					
						nm26:42 Other mss add cup

					

					
						nn26:42 Other mss add from Me

					

					
						no26:43 Lit because their eyes were weighed down

					

					
						np26:45 Or Sleep on now and take your rest.

					

					
						nq26:50 Or Jesus told him,"do what you have come for." (as a statement)

					

					
						nr26:55 Lit as against a criminal

					

					
						ns26:56 Or the Scriptures of the prophets

					

					
						nt26:58 Or high priest's palace

					

					
						nu26:58 Or the officers, or the servants

					

					
						nv26:58 Lit end

					

					
						nw26:60 Other mss add they found none

					

					
						nx26:60 Other mss add false witnesses

					

					
						ny26:64 Or That is true, an affirmative oath; Mt 27:11; Mk 15:2

					

					
						nz26:64 Lit you, from now

					

					
						oa26:64 Ps 110:1; Dn 7:13

					

					
						ob26:66 Lit What does it seem to you?

					

					
						oc26:73 Or speech

					

					
						od27:2 Other mss read Pontius Pilate

					

					
						oe27:6 Lit the price of blood

					

					
						of27:9-10 Jr 32:6-9; Zch 11:12-13

					

					
						og27:11 Or That is true, an affirmative oath; Mt 26:64; Mk 15:2

					

					
						oh27:16 Other mss read Jesus Barabbas

					

					
						oi27:17 Other mss read Jesus Barabbas

					

					
						oj27:22 Lit "Him — be crucified!"

					

					
						ok27:24 Lit that it availed nothing

					

					
						ol27:24 Other mss read this righteous man's blood

					

					
						om27:34 Other mss read sour wine

					

					
						on27:35 Other mss add that what was spoken by the prophet might be fulfilled:"They divided My clothes among them, and for My clothing they cast lots."

					

					
						oo27:38 Or revolutionaries

					

					
						op27:39 Lit passed by blasphemed or were blaspheming

					

					
						oq27:41 Other mss add and Pharisees

					

					
						or27:42 Other mss read If He . . . Israel, let Him

					

					
						os27:43 Or if He takes pleasure in Him

					

					
						ot27:45 Lit From the sixth hour to the ninth hour

					

					
						ou27:45 Or whole earth

					

					
						ov27:46 Some mss read lama ; other mss read lima

					

					
						ow27:46 Or abandoned

					

					
						ox27:46 Ps 22:1

					

					
						oy27:54 Or the Son of God

					

					
						oz27:58 Other mss read that the body

					

					
						pa27:65 Or "Take

					

					
						pb27:66 Lit stone with the guard

					

					
						pc28:9 Other mss add as they were on their way to tell the news to His disciples

					

					
						pd28:12 Lit After they

					

					
						pe28:14 Lit this is heard by the governor

					

					
						pf28:14 Lit will persuade

					

					
						pg28:17 Other mss add Him

					

					
						ph28:19 Or and disciple ; lit and instruct

					

					
						pi28:20 Lit look

					

					
						pj28:20 Lit all the days

					

				

			

	

				Mark

				Author: Mark

				Date of writing: a.d. 50–55

				

			

Introduction

				The book of Mark is the second of the Gospels in the Bible, but many scholars believe that it was the first one written and that the other Gospels often quoted from Mark. Others contend that Matthew was written first and that Mark sometimes quoted from Matthew. In any case, the human author of this Gospel was John Mark, a companion of the apostle Peter. Mark was also a missionary, Barnabas's cousin, and a friend of Paul at the beginning and end of Paul's ministry. The divine Author of this Gospel, and of the rest of Scripture, was the Holy Spirit, who inspired Mark to write precisely what we need to know about Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God, the Messiah, and our Savior.

				Mark teaches us principles of divine inspiration

				

				

				Mark emphasized Jesus' miracles in order to show that Jesus was the Son of God, yet he also showed us the humanity of Jesus and His emotions. Mark recorded that Jesus was at various times"amazed,"indignant,"hungry," and"deeply distressed and horrified." Through His humanity, Jesus suffered and was tempted so that He can identify with us. Knowing our weaknesses, Jesus both taught and demonstrated that we should take time to get away from the crowds, to rest and pray. Then, through His divinity, He conquered sin and death so that we can live forever with Him.

				Mark teaches us principles of divine incarnation

				

				

				The Gospel of Mark introduces us to James and John, the tempestuous"Sons of Thunder." Even though Jesus included them in His most intimate teaching occasions, before the resurrection they did not understand what He had come to accomplish—they were still negotiating for political power. Later, in the book of Acts, Luke the historian chronicled their transformation to servant-leaders.

				Mark teaches us principles of spiritual transformation

				

				

				Besides James and John, Mark noted that other followers, disciples, and apostles of Jesus were slow to catch on to the message of the suffering Messiah and good Shepherd. Soon after Jesus miraculously fed thousands of people—twice!—His disciples were still worried about food. Jesus expressed disappointment in the crowds who lacked faith and in the disciples who failed to believe the eyewitnesses to the resurrection. The father of a sick child expressed the struggle many of us face:"I do believe! Help my unbelief."

				Mark teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in Mark

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

						
								
								1:12-13

							
								
								#1: Our Great High Priest

							
								
								When we're tempted to sin, we should take comfort in the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ is our great high priest who can identify with every temptation we face.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:21-39

							
								
								#2: Renewing Our Strength

							
								
								To renew our strength physically, psychologically, and spiritually, we must plan times to be alone with God.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								2:1-12

							
								
								#3: Physical Healing

							
								
								Though many illnesses are certainly not caused by specific sins in our lives, we should always confess any known sins and restore our fellowship with God.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								3:13-19

							
								
								#4: Transformation

							
								
								We should allow the Holy Spirit to transform our negative tendencies into positive qualities that God can use to accomplish His purposes in this world.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								3:20-35

							
								
								#5: Unfair Accusations

							
								
								When we devote our lives to following Christ, we must not be surprised and intimidated when unsaved family members and unconverted religious leaders accuse us falsely.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								4:1-20

							
								
								#6: Being Faithful 
Witnesses

							
								
								Although many will not respond positively, we are to communicate the message of the Bible faithfully, both by word and by example.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								4:21-34

							
								
								#7: God's Power

							
								
								We must remember that salvation and spiritual growth are always a supernatural process.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								4:35-41

							
								
								#8: Trusting God

							
								
								Regardless of the challenges we face as Christians, we are to trust God to 
deliver us.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								5:1-20

							
								
								#9: Sharing Christ's Love

							
								
								When we experience deliverance from the penalty of sin, we are to openly share our experiences with family and friends.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								5:21–6:13

							
								
								#10: Experiential 
Learning

							
								
								To be equipped adequately to serve the Lord Jesus Christ, we need to learn from experience.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								6:14-29

							
								
								#11: The Power of Pride

							
								
								When we create embarrassing situations for ourselves, we must avoid protecting our pride by engaging in actions that we know are wrong.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								6:30-52

							
								
								#12: Putting Others First

							
								
								Even though we need time to rest, we must be prepared to meet the needs of people who interrupt our schedules.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								7:1-13

							
								
								#13: Truth and Traditions

							
								
								When we develop traditions, we must make sure that they are in harmony with God's truth in Scripture.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								8:1-21

							
								
								#14: Remembering God's Grace

							
								
								When we face various crises in our lives, we must not forget how God has cared for us in the past.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								8:27-38

							
								
								#15: Pure Motives

							
								
								Even though we may be dedicated Christians, we must make sure our motives are to honor God and not ourselves.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								9:1-10

							
								
								#16: Christ's Authority

							
								
								In a world that is permeated with many religious and philosophical messages, we must discern truth from error by listening carefully to the words of Jesus Christ.

							
								
								16

							
						

						
								
								9:14-29

							
								
								#17: The Object of Faith

							
								
								To experience a growing faith, we must believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is God, and that He is able to do anything He wishes.

							
								
								17

							
						

						
								
								9:38-41

							
								
								#18: Nonjudgmental Attitudes

							
								
								Even though there are various opinions among Bible-believing Christians, we are to demonstrate love and acceptance of one another.

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								10:13-16

							
								
								#19: The Younger 
Generation

							
								
								Whether in the family or in the church, we are to do all we can to meet the needs of children.

							
								
								19

							
						

						
								
								10:17-31

							
								
								#20: Material 
Possessions

							
								
								If we are blessed with wealth, we must realize that money will never enable us to inherit eternal life.

							
								
								20

							
						

						
								
								10:35-45

							
								
								#21: Modeling Christ's Likeness

							
								
								Parents are to model servant-leadership to their children.

							
								
								21

							
						

						
								
								11:12-21

							
								
								#22: Bearing Fruit

							
								
								We are to do all we can to develop churches that manifest the fruit of the Spirit.

							
								
								22

							
						

						
								
								11:22-26

							
								
								#23: Becoming a Healthy Church

							
								
								To become the church God intends us to be, we must develop our faith, be devoted to prayer, and live in harmony with one another.

							
								
								23

							
						

						
								
								12:38-44

							
								
								#24: True Generosity

							
								
								When we engage in various worship functions, we are to keep our motives pure.

							
								
								24

							
						

						
								
								13:1-37

							
								
								#25: Alertness without Specificity

							
								
								Though God wants us always to be ready for Christ's coming to remove the church from this earth, we are not to set specific dates.

							
								
								25

							
						

						
								
								14:27-42

							
								
								#26: Spiritual Tests

							
								
								There are times in our lives when we should expect to face spiritual tests that may be painful and even embarrassing.

							
								
								26

							
						

						
								
								14:43-52

							
								
								#27: Embarrassing 
Moments

							
								
								When we at times engage in actions that are shameful, we should be on guard against our tendency to try to hide our identity.

							
								
								27

							
						

						
								
								15:40-41

							
								
								#28: Godly Women

							
								
								We must never overlook or take for granted the significant ministry contributions God designed for committed Christian women.

							
								
								28

							
						

					
				

			

			

			

				Mark

				The Messiah's Herald

				1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: a

				

				Look, I am sending My messenger ahead of You,

				who will prepare Your way. b

				3 A voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

				Prepare the way for the Lord;

				make His paths straight!c  (See Is #26:Spiritual Preparation.)

				

				4 John came baptizingd in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentancee for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were flocking to him, and they were baptized by him in the Jordan River as they confessed their sins. 6 John wore a camel-hair garment with a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He was preaching:"Someone more powerful than I will come after me. I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the strap of His sandals. 8 I have baptized you withf water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit."  (See Mt #4 The Message of Repentance.)

				

	

The Baptism of Jesus

				9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized in the Jordan by John. 10 As soon as He came up out of the water, He saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descending to Him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven:

				

				You are My beloved Son;

				I take delight in You!g

				

	

The Temptation of Jesus

				12 Immediately the Spirit drove Him into the wilderness.13 He was in the wilderness 40 days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and the angels began to serve Him.

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Our Great High Priest

				[image: Getz1026.png]

				#1 When we're tempted to sin, we should take comfort in the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ is our great high priest who can identify with every temptation we face.

				Matthew recorded how Jesus used Scripture to combat Satan.  (See Mt #5:The Power of Scripture.)

				Mark's description of this event, though brief, adds to what we can learn and apply in our own lives today. Though truly divine, when Jesus came to earth He became truly human and entered into our experiences. Though we have a relationship with God, we are still subject to sin's influence. Though He was without sin, He was tempted in every way we are tempted in order to be our great high priest who intercedes for us at the right hand of God the Father. The author of Hebrews clarified this very encouraging truth:

				For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tested in every way as we are, yet without sin. Therefore let us approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us at the proper time. (Heb 4:15-16)  (See Heb #8:Our Great High Priest.)

				Reflection and Response

				How should this Principle to Live By affect the way we face temptation?

				

				

	

Ministry in Galilee

				14 After John was arrested, Jesus went to Galilee, preaching the good news h, i of God:j 15 "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe in the good news!"

				

	

The First Disciples

				16 As He was passing along by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew, Simon's brother. They were casting a net into the sea, since they were fishermen.

				17 "Follow Me," Jesus told them,"and I will make you fish fork people!" 18 Immediately they left their nets and followed Him. 19 Going on a little farther, He saw James the son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in their boat mending their nets. 20 Immediately He called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed Him.  (See Mt #6:Dedicated Discipleship.)

				

	

Driving Out an Unclean Spirit

				21 Then they went into Capernaum, and right away He entered the •synagogue on the Sabbath and began to teach. 22 They were astonished at His teaching because, unlike the •scribes, He was teaching them as one having authority.

				23 Just then a man with an •unclean spirit was in their synagogue. He cried out, l 24 "What do You have to do with us,m Jesus — Nazarene? Have You come to destroy us? I know who You are — the Holy One of God!"

				25 But Jesus rebuked him and said,"Be quiet,n and come out of him!" 26 And the unclean spirit convulsed him, shouted with a loud voice, and came out of him.

				27 Then they were all amazed, so they began to argue with one another, saying,"What is this? A new teaching with authority! o He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him." 28 News about Him then spread throughout the entire vicinity of Galilee.

				

	

Healings at Capernaum

				29 As soon as they left the synagogue, they went into Simon and Andrew's house with James and John. 30 Simon's mother-in-law was lying in bed with a fever, and they told Him about her at once. 31 So He went to her, took her by the hand, and raised her up. The fever left her, p and she began to serve them.

				32 When evening came, after the sun had set, they began bringing to Him all those who were sick and those who were demon-possessed.33 The whole town was assembled at the door, 34 and He healed many who were sick with various diseases and drove out many demons. But He would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew Him.

				

	

Preaching in Galilee

				35 Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, He got up, went out, and made His way to a deserted place. And He was praying there. 36 Simon and his companions went searching for Him. 37 They found Him and said,"Everyone's looking for You!"

				38 And He said to them,"Let's go on to the neighboring villages so that I may preach there too. This is why I have come." 39 So He went into all of Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons.

				A Principle to Live By - Renewing Our Strength

				[image: Getz1027.png]

				#2 To renew our strength physically, psychologically, and spiritually, we must plan times to be alone with God.

				Mark recorded a very busy day in Jesus' life. After teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum, He spent the rest of the day and long into the evening healing the sick and demon-possessed (v. 34). What is amazing, however, is that knowing He faced another demanding day, He rose the next morning very early—"while it was still dark" (v. 35)—and found a place to be alone so that He could have uninterrupted fellowship with His Heavenly Father. 

				If the Lord Jesus Christ—who was both God and man—at times needed to be alone with God to prepare Himself to carry out His heavy schedule of activity effectively, how much more so for us who are only human?

				Another important perspective on prayer becomes apparent as the biblical story unfolds. Though personal prayer is an essential discipline for effective Christian living, the beautiful concept of the body of Christ introduced believers of all time to corporate prayer. In fact, the majority of references to prayer after the Gospels emphasized praying together and praying for one another. Jesus Himself set the stage for this new corporate dynamic when He said,

				Again, I assure you: If two of you on earth agree about any matter that you pray for, it will be done for you by My Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there among them. (Mt 18:19-20) 

				Reflection and Response

				In view of our varied schedules and demands in our lives, in what creative ways can we plan times to be alone with God, reading His Word and spending time in prayer?

				

				

	

A Man Cleansed

				40 Then a man with a serious skin disease came to Him and, on his knees, q begged Him:"If You are willing, You can make me •clean."

				41 Moved with compassion, Jesus reached out His hand and touched him."I am willing," He told him."Be made clean." 42 Immediately the disease left him, and he was healed.r 43 Then He sternly warned him and sent him away at once, 44 telling him,"See that you say nothing to anyone; but go and show yourself to the priest, and offer what Moses prescribed for your cleansing, as a testimony to them." 45 Yet he went out and began to proclaim it widely and to spread the news, with the result that Jesus could no longer enter a town openly. But He was out in deserted places, and they would come to Him from everywhere.

				

	

The Son of Man Forgives and Heals

				2 When He entered Capernaum again after some days, it was reported that He was at home. 2 So many people gathered together that there was no more room, not even in the doorway, and He was speaking the message to them. 3 Then they came to Him bringing a paralytic, carried by four men. 4 Since they were not able to bring him to s Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the roof above where He was. And when they had broken through, they lowered the mat on which the paralytic was lying.

				5 Seeing their faith, Jesus told the paralytic,"Son, your sins are forgiven."

				6 But some of the •scribes were sitting there, thinking to themselves:t 7 "Why does He speak like this? He's blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?"

				8 Right away Jesus understood in His spirit that they were thinking like this within themselves and said to them,"Why are you thinking these things in your hearts?u 9 Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up, pick up your mat, and walk'?10 But so you may know that the •Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins," He told the paralytic, 11 "I tell you: get up, pick up your mat, and go home."

				12 Immediately he got up, picked up the mat, and went out in front of everyone. As a result, they were all astounded and gave glory to God, saying,"We have never seen anything like this!"

				A Principle to Live By - Physical Healing

				[image: Getz1028.png]

				#3 Though many illnesses are certainly not caused by specific sins in our lives, we should always confess any known sins and restore our fellowship with God. 

				In John's Gospel, Jesus clarified that a certain man's blindness was not caused by sins in this man's life or the sins of his parents (Jn 9:1-3). However, when Jesus healed a paralytic in Capernaum, He connected this man's physical malady with specific sins. When Jesus forgave these sins and then told him to"pick up [his] mat, and go home," he was healed. (Mk 2:11)

				All physical and psychological deterioration has roots in our spiritual condition. When sin entered the world in the Garden of Eden, it impacted all aspects of our lives. However, to associate all illnesses with specific sins is an inaccurate assessment, and it's certainly an act of cruelty against those who are living Christ-centered lives and yet are experiencing physical and psychological deterioration. 

				James acknowledged in his Epistle that some illnesses are indeed caused by specific sins. In calling for the elders of the local church to pray for us, James wrote,

				The prayer of faith will save the sick person, and the Lord will restore him to health; if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The urgent request of a righteous person is very powerful in its effect. (Jms 5:15-16)  (See Jms #14:Prayers of the Righteous.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why must we be very careful not to associate various illnesses with specific sins in people's lives, but at the same time give people an opportunity to confess any deliberate sins in order to have a clear conscience before God?  (See Mt #21:Physical Healing.)

				

				

	

The Call of Matthew

				13 Then Jesus went out again beside the sea. The whole crowd was coming to Him, and He taught them. 14 Then, moving on, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax office, and He said to him,"Follow Me!" So he got up and followed Him.

				

	

Dining with Sinners

				15 While He was reclining at the table in Levi's house, many tax collectors and sinners were also guestsv with Jesus and His disciples, because there were many who were following Him. 16 When the scribes of the •Pharisees w saw that He was eating with sinners and tax collectors, they asked His disciples,"Why does He eat x with tax collectors and sinners?"

				17 When Jesus heard this, He told them,"Those who are well don't need a doctor, but the sick do need one. I didn't come to call the righteous, but sinners."  (See Mt #23:Witnessing for Christ.)

				

	

A Question about Fasting

				18 Now John's disciples and the Pharisees y were fasting. People came and asked Him,"Why do John's disciples and the Pharisees' disciples fast, but Your disciples do not fast?"

				19 Jesus said to them,"The wedding guestsz cannot fast while the groom is with them, can they? As long as they have the groom with them, they cannot fast. 20 But the timeaa will come when the groom is taken away from them, and then they will fast in that day. 21 No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment. Otherwise, the new patch pulls away from the old cloth, and a worse tear is made. 22 And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and the wine is lost as well as the skins.ab But new wine is for fresh wineskins."  (See Mt #24:Function and Form.)

				

	

Lord of the Sabbath

				23 On the Sabbath He was going through the grainfields, and His disciples began to make their way picking some heads of grain. 24 The Pharisees said to Him,"Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath?"

				25 He said to them,"Have you never read what David and those who were with him did when he was in need and hungry — 26 how he entered the house of God in the time of Abiathar the high priest and ate the •sacred bread — which is not lawful for anyone to eat except the priests — and also gave some to his companions?" 27 Then He told them,"The Sabbath was made forac man and not man forad the Sabbath. 28 Therefore, the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath."

				

	

The Man with the Paralyzed Hand

				3 Now He entered the •synagogue again, and a man was there who had a paralyzed hand. 2 In order to accuse Him, they were watching Him closely to see whether He would heal him on the Sabbath. 3 He told the man with the paralyzed hand,"Stand before us."ae 4 Then He said to them,"Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do what is good or to do what is evil, to save life or to kill?" But they were silent. 5 After looking around at them with anger and sorrow at the hardness of their hearts, He told the man,"Stretch out your hand." So he stretched it out, and his hand was restored. 6 Immediately the •Pharisees went out and started plotting with the •Herodians against Him, how they might destroy Him.  (See Mt #29:Inappropriate Traditions.)

				

	

Ministering to the Multitude

				7 Jesus departed with His disciples to the sea, and a large crowd followed from Galilee, Judea, 8 Jerusalem, Idumea, beyond the Jordan, and around Tyre and Sidon. The large crowd came to Him because they heard about everything He was doing. 9 Then He told His disciples to have a small boat ready for Him, so the crowd would not crush Him. 10 Since He had healed many, all who had diseases were pressing toward Him to touch Him. 11 Whenever the •unclean spirits saw Him, those possessed fell down before Him and cried out,"You are the Son of God!" 12 And He would strongly warn them not to make Him known.

				

	

The 12 Apostles

				13 Then He went up the mountain and summoned those He wanted, and they came to Him. 14 He also appointed 12 — He also named them apostles af — to be with Him, to send them out to preach, 15 and to have authority to ag drive out demons.

				16 He appointed the Twelve: ah

				

				To Simon, He gave the name Peter;

				17 and to James the son of Zebedee,

				and to his brother John,

				He gave the name "Boanerges"

				(that is,"Sons of Thunder");

				18 Andrew;

				Philip and Bartholomew;

				Matthew and Thomas;

				James the son of Alphaeus,

				and Thaddaeus;

				Simon the Zealot,ai

				19 and Judas Iscariot,aj

				who also betrayed Him.

				A Principle to Live By - Transformation
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				#4 We should allow the Holy Spirit to transform our negative tendencies into positive qualities that God 
can use to accomplish His purposes in this world.  (See Mt #26:Equipping Leaders.)

				Though He had changed Simon's name to Peter months earlier, it appears that Jesus gave James and John the name"Sons of Thunder" when He appointed them as apostles. It was not complimentary as it was with Peter, but it reflected Jesus' assessment of their present character traits. They would, of course, be dramatically changed during their time with the incarnate Christ, but they still demonstrated these insensitive, self-serving traits just before Jesus was crucified. However, when the Holy Spirit transformed their lives, James was the first apostle to give his life for Christ, and John became known as the apostle of love.

				Reflection and Response

				If Jesus changed your name to describe your character traits before you became a committed Christian, what might He have called you?

				

				

	

A House Divided

				20 Then He went home, and the crowd gathered again so that they were not even able to eat.ak21 When His family heard this, they set out to restrain Him, because they said,"He's out of His mind."

				22 The •scribes who had come down from Jerusalem said,"He has •Beelzebul in Him!" and,"He drives out demons by the ruler of the demons!"

				23 So He summoned them and spoke to them in parables:"How can Satan drive out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 26 And if Satan rebels against himself and is divided, he cannot stand but is finished!al

				27 "On the other hand, no one can enter a strong man's house and rob his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man. Then he will rob his house. 28 •I assure you: People will be forgiven for all sinsam and whatever blasphemies they may blaspheme. 29 But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is •guilty of an eternal sin"an — 30 because they were saying,"He has an unclean spirit."  (See Mt #30: The Unpardonable Sin.)

				

	

True Relationships

				31 Then His mother and His brothers came, and standing outside, they sent word to Him and called Him. 32 A crowd was sitting around Him and told Him,"Look, Your mother, Your brothers, and Your sisters ao are outside asking for You."

				33 He replied to them,"Who are My mother and My brothers?" 34 And looking about at those who were sitting in a circle around Him, He said,"Here are My mother and My brothers!35 Whoever does the will of God is My brother and sister and mother."

				A Principle to Live By - Unfair Accusations
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				#5 When we devote our lives to following Christ, we must not be surprised and intimidated when unsaved family members and unconverted religious leaders accuse us falsely.

				The accusations against Jesus were unprecedented. His own family accused Him of being crazy, and the religious leaders He had associated with as a young man accused Him of demon possession. However, these accusations did not deter Jesus from doing His Father's will. He actually used His family relationships to illustrate that He had a greater purpose: to bring into being a new household—the family of God.  (See Mt #31:God's Spiritual Family.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the ways unsaved family members and religious leaders may describe our own attempts to do the will of God?

				

				

	

The Parable of the Sower

				4 Again He began to teach by the sea, and a very large crowd gathered around Him. So He got into a boat on the sea and sat down, while the whole crowd was on the shore facing the sea. 2 He taught them many things in parables, and in His teaching He said to them: 3 "Listen! Consider the sower who went out to sow. 4 As he sowed, this occurred: Some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground where it didn't have much soil, and it sprang up right away, since it didn't have deep soil. 6 When the sun came up, it was scorched, and since it didn't have a root, it withered. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns came up and choked it, and it didn't produce a crop. 8 Still others fell on good ground and produced a crop that increased 30, 60, and 100 times what was sown." 9 Then He said,"Anyone who has ears to hear should listen!"

				

	

Why Jesus Used Parables

				10 When He was alone with the Twelve, those who were around Him asked Him about the parables. 11 He answered them,"The •secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to those outside, everything comes in parables 12 so that

				

				they may look and look,

				yet not perceive;

				they may listen and listen,

				yet not understand;

				otherwise, they might turn back —

				and be forgiven."ap, aq  (See Is #7:Living Holy Lives.)

				

	

The Parable of the Sower Explained

				13 Then He said to them:"Don't you understand this parable? How then will you understand any of the parables? 14 The sower sows the word.15 These are the ones along the path where the word is sown: when they hear, immediately Satan comes and takes away the word sown in them.ar16 And these areas the ones sown on rocky ground: when they hear the word, immediately they receive it with joy.17 But they have no root in themselves; they are short-lived. When pressure or persecution comes because of the word, they immediately •stumble.18 Others are sown among thorns; these are the ones who hear the word, 19 but the worries of this age, the seductionat of wealth, and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.20 But the ones sown on good ground are those who hear the word, welcome it, and produce a crop: 30, 60, and 100 times what was sown."

				A Principle to Live By - Being Faithful Witnesses
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				#6 Although many will not respond positively, we are to communicate the message of the Bible faithfully, both by word and by example.

				Jesus began to teach with parables in order to communicate more clearly with those who were sincerely seeking truth and to hide the truth from those who had ultimately rejected Him by attributing His miracles to Satan.  (See Mt #32:The Ministry of the Spirit.)

				
						regardless of Satan's counter efforts (Mk 4:15),

						regardless of our listener's superficial responses (vv. 16-17), and

						regardless of those who become believers but choose to remain immature and carnal (vv. 18-19).

				

				The Word of God is quick and powerful, and there will be those who will actually respond and choose to live in God's will (v. 20; Heb 4:12). Even those who are immature in their faith will at some point begin to respond to biblical teaching and grow spiritually—if indeed they are true disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ (Eph 2:10). 

				Reflection and Response

				Though God is ultimately sovereign and in control of human destiny, in what ways are we to do our part to help prepare people's hearts so they will respond positively to the Word of God?  (See Ac #35:In-Depth Evangelism.)

				

				

	

Using Your Light

				21 He also said to them,"Is a lamp brought in to be put under a basket or under a bed? Isn't it to be put on a lampstand? 22 For nothing is concealed except to be revealed, and nothing hidden except to come to light. 23 If anyone has ears to hear, he should listen!" 24 Then He said to them,"Pay attention to what you hear. By the measure you use,au it will be measured and added to you. 25 For to the one who has, it will be given, and from the one who does not have, even what he has will be taken away."

				

	

The Parable of the Growing Seed

				26 "The kingdom of God is like this," He said."A man scatters seed on the ground; 27 he sleeps and rises — night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows — he doesn't know how. 28 The soil produces a crop by itself — first the blade, then the head, and then the ripe grain on the head. 29 But as soon as the crop is ready, he sends for the sickle, because the harvest has come."

				

	

The Parable of the Mustard Seed

				30 And He said:"How can we illustrate the kingdom of God, or what parable can we use to describe it? 31 It's like a mustard seed that, when sown in the soil, is smaller than all the seeds on the ground. 32 And when sown, it comes up and grows taller than all the vegetables, and produces large branches, so that the birds of the sky can nest in its shade."

				

	

Using Parables

				33 He would speak the word to them with many parables like these, as they were able to understand. 34 And He did not speak to them without a parable. Privately, however, He would explain everything to His own disciples.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Power
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				#7 We must remember that salvation and spiritual growth are always a supernatural process.

				Though God desires to use us to present the gospel and to help others grow spiritually, ultimately He is sovereign and miraculously involved in each person's life. Paul elaborated on what Jesus was teaching:

				So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. Now the one planting and the one watering are one in purpose, and each will receive his own reward according to his own labor. For we are God's coworkers. You are God's field, God's building. (1Co 3:7-9)  (See 1Co #8:The True Foundation;Mt #32: The Ministry of the Spirit.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do some Christians use this truth to neglect their human responsibility in carrying out the Great Commission outlined so clearly at the end of Matthew's Gospel?  (See Mt #59:The Great Commission.)

				

				

	

Wind and Wave Obey the Master

				35 On that day, when evening had come, He told them,"Let's cross over to the other side of the sea." 36 So they left the crowd and took Him along since He was already in the boat. And other boats were with Him. 37 A fierce windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking over the boat, so that the boat was already being swamped. 38 But He was in the stern, sleeping on the cushion. So they woke Him up and said to Him,"Teacher! Don't You care that we're going to die?"

				39 He got up, rebuked the wind, and said to the sea,"Silence! Be still!" The wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 40 Then He said to them,"Why are you fearful? Do you still have no faith?"

				41 And they were terrified and asked one another,"Who then is this? Even the wind and the sea obey Him!"

				A Principle to Live By - Trusting God
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				#8 Regardless of the challenges we face as Christians, we are to trust God to deliver us. 

				This was a pivotal moment in the life of the disciples. A vicious storm was about to send their boat to the bottom of the sea. When they awakened Jesus—who was sound asleep—He asked two penetrating questions:"Why are you fearful? Do you still have no faith?" (v. 40). At this point in time, they clearly did not understand who Jesus Christ was.  (See Mt #22:The God-Man.)

				Even though God is all-powerful, He has never promised to protect us from all environmental catastrophes or even from deadly attacks on our lives by those who hate the message of Christ. However, He has promised to never leave us or to forsake us (Heb 13:5-6). He has assured us that nothing can happen to us that has escaped His attention or gone beyond His loving supervision (Mt 10:29-31). As our omniscient (all-knowing) God, He is never asleep, even though we may at times be tempted to think He is ignoring our painful experiences.

				Paul captured this great truth when he wrote to the Philippians. Bound in chains, he knew he would be delivered—"whether by life or by death" (Php 1:19-21). Either way, he would be free.  (See Php #4:Eternal Values.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does the Old Testament story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego illustrate this principle?  (See Dn #6:Facing Persecution.)

				

				

	

Demons Driven Out by the Master

				5 Then they came to the other side of the sea, to the region of the Gerasenes. av 2 As soon as He got out of the boat, a man with an •unclean spirit came out of the tombs and met Him. 3 He lived in the tombs. No one was able to restrain him anymore — even with chains — 4 because he often had been bound with shackles and chains, but had snapped off the chains and smashed the shackles. No one was strong enough to subdue him. 5 And always, night and day, he was crying out among the tombs and in the mountains and cutting himself with stones.

				6 When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and knelt down before Him. 7 And he cried out with a loud voice,"What do You have to do with me,aw Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I begax You before God, don't torment me!" 8 For He had told him,"Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!"

				9 "What is your name?" He asked him.

				"My name is Legion," he answered Him,"because we are many." 10 And he kept begging Him not to send them out of the region.

				11 Now a large herd of pigs was there, feeding on the hillside. 12 The demons ay begged Him,"Send us to the pigs, so we may enter them." 13 And He gave them permission. Then the unclean spirits came out and entered the pigs, and the herd of about 2,000 rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned there. 14 The men who tended them az ran off and reported it in the town and the countryside, and people went to see what had happened. 15 They came to Jesus and saw the man who had been demon-possessed by the legion, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. 16 The eyewitnesses described to them what had happened to the demon-possessed man and told about the pigs. 17 Then they began to beg Him to leave their region.

				18 As He was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed kept begging Him to be with Him. 19 But He would not let him; instead, He told him,"Go back home to your own people, and report to them how much the Lord has done for you and how He has had mercy on you." 20 So he went out and began to proclaim in the •Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and they were all amazed.

				A Principle to Live By - Sharing Christ's Love

				#9 When we experience deliverance from the penalty of sin, we are to openly share our experiences with family and friends.

				[image: Getz1034.png]

				Jesus' instructions to this man to share this experience with his family and friends did not contradict His instructions to be silent on other occasions. In those cases He was, for the most part, ministering in Jewish communities. He knew people would congregate from everywhere, making it diffficult for Him to continue (1:44-45; 5:43; 7:36). Based on Old Testament prophecies, some would attempt to make Him their king, which was not why He came the first time (Jn 6:15). Also, His enemies would attempt to take His 
life before it was time to die on the cross for the sins of the world (Mk 9:30-31; Jn 7:1).

				Ultimately, however, Jesus' commission to all true believers—both Jews and Gentiles—would be to help communicate to everyone the good news of salvation regarding His death and resurrection. He does not want"any to perish but all to come to repentance" (2Pt 3:9). 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it often difficult to have an effective witness to those who know us best?

				

				

	

A Girl Restored and a Woman Healed

				21 When Jesus had crossed over again by boat to the other side, a large crowd gathered around Him while He was by the sea. 22 One of the •synagogue leaders, named Jairus, came, and when he saw Jesus, he fell at His feet 23 and kept begging Him,"My little daughter is at death's door.ba Come and lay Your hands on her so she can get well and live."

				24 So Jesus went with him, and a large crowd was following and pressing against Him. 25 A woman suffering from bleeding for 12 years 26 had endured much under many doctors. She had spent everything she had and was not helped at all. On the contrary, she became worse. 27 Having heard about Jesus, she came behind Him in the crowd and touched His robe. 28 For she said,"If I can just touch His robes, I'll be made well!" 29 Instantly her flow of blood ceased, and she sensed in her body that she was cured of her affliction.

				30 At once Jesus realized in Himself that power had gone out from Him. He turned around in the crowd and said,"Who touched My robes?"

				31 His disciples said to Him,"You see the crowd pressing against You, and You say, 'Who touched Me? '"

				32 So He was looking around to see who had done this. 33 Then the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came with fear and trembling, fell down before Him, and told Him the whole truth. 34 "Daughter," He said to her,"your faith has made you well.bb Go in peace and be freebc from your affliction."

				35 While He was still speaking, people came from the synagogue leader's house and said,"Your daughter is dead. Why bother the Teacher anymore?"

				36 But when Jesus overheard what was said, He told the synagogue leader,"Don't be afraid. Only believe." 37 He did not let anyone accompany Him except Peter, James, and John, James's brother. 38 They came to the leader's house, and He saw a commotion — people weeping and wailing loudly. 39 He went in and said to them,"Why are you making a commotion and weeping? The child is not dead but asleep."

				

				40 They started laughing at Him, but He put them all outside. He took the child's father, mother, and those who were with Him, and entered the place where the child was. 41 Then He took the child by the hand and said to her, "Talitha koum!"bd (which is translated,"Little girl, I say to you, get up!"). 42 Immediately the girl got up and began to walk. (She was 12 years old.) At this they were utterly astounded. 43 Then He gave them strict orders that no one should know about this and said that she should be given something to eat.  (See Mt #25:Good Shepherds.)

				

	

Rejection at Nazareth

				6 He went away from there and came to His hometown, and His disciples followed Him. 2 When the Sabbath came, He began to teach in the •synagogue, and many who heard Him were astonished."Where did this man get these things?" they said."What is this wisdom given to Him, and how are these miracles performed by His hands? 3 Isn't this the carpenter, the son of Mary, and the brother of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? And aren't His sisters here with us?" So they were •offended by Him.

				4 Then Jesus said to them,"A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown, among his relatives, and in his household." 5 So He was not able to do any miraclesbe there, except that He laid His hands on a few sick people and healed them. 6 And He was amazed at their unbelief.  (See Mt #34:Rejection.)

				

	

Commissioning the Twelve

				Now He was going around the villages in a circuit, teaching.7 He summoned the Twelve and began to send them out in pairs and gave them authority over •unclean spirits. 8 He instructed them to take nothing for the road except a walking stick: no bread, no traveling bag, no money in their belts. 9 They were to wear sandals, but not put on an extra shirt. 10 Then He said to them,"Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you leave that place. 11 If any place does not welcome you and people refuse to listen to you, when you leave there, shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against them."bf

				12 So they went out and preached that people should repent.13 And they were driving out many demons, anointing many sick people with olive oil, and healing them.

				A Principle to Live By - Experiential Learning
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				#10 To be equipped adequately to serve the Lord Jesus Christ, we need to learn from experience. 

				In Matthew's account of Jesus' sending out the Twelve, we focused on the necessity of equipping others. In Mark's account, we can focus on how to do so.  (See Mt #26:Equipping Leaders.)

				Throughout the Gospels, Jesus demonstrated that we need more than head knowledge to develop life skills. Here He sent the apostles out on what might be characterized as a short-term mission trip. This was centuries before prominent educators discovered that our greatest learning takes place in the context of experience, both positive and negative. 

				Once Jesus had returned to heaven, the results of this approach in equipping these men for ministry became obvious even to those who rejected their message. Luke recorded the response of the rulers and elders in Israel:

				When they observed the boldness of Peter and John and realized that they were uneducated and untrained men, they were amazed and recognized that they had been with Jesus. (Ac 4:13) 

				Reflection and Response

				As you reflect on your most significant learning experiences, what characterized these events?

				

				

	

John the Baptist Beheaded

				14 King •Herod heard of this, because Jesus' name had become well known. Some bg said,"John the Baptist has been raised from the dead, and that's why supernatural powers are at work in him." 15 But others said,"He's Elijah." Still others said,"He's a prophetbh — like one of the prophets."

				16 When Herod heard of it, he said,"John, the one I beheaded, has been raised!" 17 For Herod himself had given orders to arrest John and to chain him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, whom he had married. 18 John had been telling Herod,"It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife!" 19 So Herodias held a grudge against him and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20 because Herod was in awe ofbi John and was protecting him, knowing he was a righteous and holy man. When Herod heard him he would be very disturbed, bj yet would hear him gladly.

				21 Now an opportune time came on his birthday, when Herod gave a banquet for his nobles, military commanders, and the leading men of Galilee. 22 When Herodias's own daughter bk came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. The king said to the girl,"Ask me whatever you want, and I'll give it to you." 23 So he swore oaths to her:"Whatever you ask me I will give you, up to half my kingdom."

				24 Then she went out and said to her mother,"What should I ask for?"

				"John the Baptist's head!" she said.

				25 Immediately she hurried to the king and said,"I want you to give me John the Baptist's head on a platter — right now!"

				26 Though the king was deeply distressed, because of his oaths and the guestsbl he did not want to refuse her. 27 The king immediately sent for an executioner and commanded him to bring John's head. So he went and beheaded him in prison, 28 brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 29 When his disciples heard about it, they came and removed his corpse and placed it in a tomb.

				A Principle to Live By - The Power of Pride
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				#11 When we create embarrassing situations for ourselves, we must avoid protecting our pride by engaging in actions that we know are wrong.  (See Mt #35:Sexual Sins.)

				In Matthew's Gospel we focused on the motivating power of sexual lust. Here we develop a related principle: doing things we know are wrong in order to keep from embarrassing ourselves. 

				King Herod knew John the Baptist was an honorable and upright man, even though the 
evangelist had confronted him with his immorality. However, because Herod made a stupid commitment in front of his guests, rather than swallowing his pride and admitting it, he made the terrible decision to take John's life. 

				Reflection and Response

				Can you think of times your pride drove you to do things you knew were wrong?

				 

				

				

	

Feeding 5,000

				30 The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to Him all that they had done and taught. 31 He said to them,"Come away by yourselves to a remote place and rest for a while." For many people were coming and going, and they did not even have time to eat. 32 So they went away in the boat by themselves to a remote place, 33 but many saw them leaving and recognized them. People ran there by land from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. bm34 So as He stepped ashore, He saw a huge crowd and had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. Then He began to teach them many things.

				35 When it was already late, His disciples approached Him and said,"This place is a wilderness, and it is already late! 36 Send them away, so they can go into the surrounding countryside and villages to buy themselves something to eat."

				37 "You give them something to eat," He responded.

				They said to Him,"Should we go and buy 200 •denarii worth of bread and give them something to eat?"

				38 And He asked them,"How many loaves do you have? Go look."

				When they found out they said,"Five, and two fish."

				39 Then He instructed them to have all the people sit downbn in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat down in ranks of hundreds and fifties. 41 Then He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, He blessed and broke the loaves. He kept giving them to His disciples to set before the people. He also divided the two fish among them all. 42 Everyone ate and was filled.43 Then they picked up 12 baskets full of pieces of bread and fish. 44 Now those who ate the loaves were 5,000 men.

				

	

Walking on the Water

				45 Immediately He made His disciples get into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side, to Bethsaida, while He dismissed the crowd. 46 After He said good-bye to them, He went away to the mountain to pray. 47 When evening came, the boat was in the middle of the sea, and He was alone on the land. 48 He saw them being battered as they rowed,bo because the wind was against them. Around three in the morningbp He came toward them walking on the sea and wanted to pass by them. 49 When they saw Him walking on the sea, they thought it was a ghost and cried out; 50 for they all saw Him and were terrified. Immediately He spoke with them and said,"Have courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." 51 Then He got into the boat with them, and the wind ceased. They were completely astounded,bq52 because they had not understood about the loaves. Instead, their hearts were hardened.

				A Principle to Live By - Putting Others First
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				#12 Even though we need time to rest, we must be prepared to meet the needs of people who interrupt our schedules.

				There is a significant human element in these two miraculous events. Jesus and His disciples needed time away in order to recuperate. However, people were waiting for them when they arrived in what was to be a private place (v. 33). In spite of His own tiredness, Jesus once again had compassion on these people. However, the disciples seemed frustrated and angry. Why couldn't He just send these people away (v. 36)? 

				The disciples needed to learn to have compassion on people who were spiritually and physically in need. Instead, they allowed their own human needs to harden their hearts (v. 52).  (See Mt #36:The Whole Person.)

				In the meantime, a storm arose. When they were in deep distress, Jesus came"walking on the sea" but purposely"wanted to pass by them." It appears He wanted to let them continue to fend for themselves in order to recognize and deal with their own deep needs (Mk 6:48). This was a teachable moment. To help them understand they must not allow the pressures of other people's needs to cause resentment, He demonstrated compassion toward them and rescued them. 

				Rest, relaxation, and recuperation are necessary. However, there are times when we must change our plans so we can meet the needs of others. Though we may be frustrated and even resentful at times, we are not to become bitter. We are to imitate the compassion of the Lord Jesus Christ (Php 2:5). Paul wrote,

				Do nothing out of rivalry or conceit, but in humility consider others as more important than yourselves. Everyone should look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. (Php 2:3-4)  (See Php #5:Mutual Support.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we keep this principle in balance—meeting the needs of others while also taking time to meet our own needs and the needs of our families?  (See Lv #16:Times of Rest.)

				

				

	

Miraculous Healings

				53 When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and beached the boat. 54 As they got out of the boat, people immediately recognized Him. 55 They hurried throughout that vicinity and began to carry the sick on mats to wherever they heard He was. 56 Wherever He would go, into villages, towns, or the country, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and begged Him that they might touch just the •tassel of His robe. And everyone who touched it was made well.

				

	

The Traditions of the Elders

				7 The •Pharisees and some of the •scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around Him. 2 They observed that some of His disciples were eating their bread with •unclean — that is, unwashed — hands. 3 (For the Pharisees, in fact all the Jews, will not eat unless they wash their hands ritually, keeping the tradition of the elders. 4 When they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they have washed. And there are many other customs they have received and keep, like the washing of cups, jugs, copper utensils, and dining couches. br) 5 Then the Pharisees and the scribes asked Him,"Why don't Your disciples live according to the tradition of the elders, instead of eating bread with ritually unclean bs hands?"

				6 He answered them,"Isaiah prophesied correctly about you hypocrites, as it is written:

				

				These people honorMe with their lips,

				but their heart is far from Me.

				7 They worship Me in vain,

				teachingas doctrinesthe commandsof men.bt

				

				8 Disregarding the command of God, you keep the tradition of men."bu9 He also said to them,"You completely invalidate God's command in order to maintainbv your tradition! 10 For Moses said:

				

				Honor your father and your mother;bw and

				Whoever speaks evil of father or mother

				must be put to death.bx

				

				11 But you say, 'If a man tells his father or mother: Whatever benefit you might have received from me is Corban'" (that is, a gift committed to the temple), 12 "you no longer let him do anything for his father or mother. 13 You revoke God's word by your tradition that you have handed down. And you do many other similar things." 

				A Principle to Live By - Truth and Traditions
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				#13 When we develop traditions, we must make sure that they are in harmony with God's truth in Scripture.

				Traditions in themselves are not wrong. However, the Pharisees' Corban tradition permitted people to formally dedicate their money to the temple, yet retain it for their own use. This freed them up from caring for their parents while allowing them to use their resources for their own selfish desires. This was a perversion of the system of tithes and offerings prescribed for the upkeep of the temple (Ex 35:4-5; 2Kg 12:4-5), and it contradicted the fifth commandment (Ex 20:12).

				Some ways of doing God's work have stood the test of time. However, the moment traditions become absolute and, worse yet, out of harmony with biblical truth, we must be willing to change our traditions in order to be both biblical and relevant in our culture.  (See Mt #29:Inappropriate Traditions.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we make sure that traditions remain flexible and always in harmony with Scriptural truth?

				

				14 Summoning the crowd again, He told them,"Listen to Me, all of you, and understand: 15 Nothing that goes into a person from outside can defile him, but the things that come out of a person are what defile him. [16 If anyone has ears to hear, he should listen! ]"by

				17 When He went into the house away from the crowd, the disciples asked Him about the parable. 18 And He said to them,"Are you also as lacking in understanding? Don't you realize that nothing going into a man from the outside can defile him? 19 For it doesn't go into his heart but into the stomach and is eliminated."bz (As a result, He made all foods •clean. ca) 20 Then He said,"What comes out of a person — that defiles him. 21 For from within, out of people's hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immoralities, thefts, murders, 22 adulteries, greed, evil actions, deceit, promiscuity, stinginess,cb blasphemy, pride, and foolishness. 23 All these evil things come from within and defile a person."  (See Mt #38:True Spirituality.)

				

	

A Gentile Mother's Faith

				24 He got up and departed from there to the region of Tyre and Sidon. cc He entered a house and did not want anyone to know it, but He could not escape notice. 25 Instead, immediately after hearing about Him, a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit came and fell at His feet. 26 Now the woman was Greek, a Syrophoenician by birth, and she kept asking Him to drive the demon out of her daughter. 27 He said to her,"Allow the children to be satisfied first, because it isn't right to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs."

				28 But she replied to Him,"Lord, even the dogs under the table eat the children's crumbs."

				29 Then He told her,"Because of this reply, you may go. The demon has gone out of your daughter." 30 When she went back to her home, she found her child lying on the bed, and the demon was gone.

				

	

Jesus Does Everything Well

				31 Again, leaving the region of Tyre, He went by way of Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, throughcd the region of the •Decapolis. 32 They brought to Him a deaf man who also had a speech difficulty, and begged Jesus to lay His hand on him. 33 So He took him away from the crowd privately. After putting His fingers in the man's ears and spitting, He touched his tongue. 34 Then, looking up to heaven, He sighed deeply and said to him, "Ephphatha!"ce (that is,"Be opened!"). 35 Immediately his ears were opened, his speech difficulty was removed,cf and he began to speak clearly. 36 Then He ordered them to tell no one, but the more He would order them, the more they would proclaim it.

				37 They were extremely astonished and said,"He has done everything well! He even makes deaf people hear, and people unable to speak, talk!"  (See Mt #39:Reaching Gentiles.)

				

	

Feeding 4,000

				8 In those days there was again a large crowd, and they had nothing to eat. He summoned the disciples and said to them, 2 "I have compassion on the crowd, because they've already stayed with Me three days and have nothing to eat. 3 If I send them home hungry,cg they will collapse on the way, and some of them have come a long distance."

				4 His disciples answered Him,"Where can anyone get enough bread here in this desolate place to fill these people?"

				5 "How many loaves do you have?" He asked them.

				"Seven," they said. 6 Then He commanded the crowd to sit down on the ground. Taking the seven loaves, He gave thanks, broke the loaves, and kept on giving them to His disciples to set before the people. So they served the loaves to the crowd. 7 They also had a few small fish, and when He had blessed them, He said these were to be served as well. 8 They ate and were filled. Then they collected seven large baskets of leftover pieces. 9 About 4,000 men were there. He dismissed them 10 and immediately got into the boat with His disciples and went to the district of Dalmanutha.

				

	

The Yeast of the Pharisees and Herod

				11 The •Pharisees came out and began to argue with Him, demanding of Him a sign from heaven to test Him. 12 But sighing deeply in His spirit, He said,"Why does this generation demand a sign? •I assure you: No sign will be given to this generation!" 13 Then He left them, got on board the boat again, and went to the other side.

				14 They had forgotten to take bread and had only one loaf with them in the boat. 15 Then He commanded them:"Watch out! Beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and the yeast of •Herod."

				16 They were discussing among themselves that they did not have any bread. 17 Aware of this, He said to them,"Why are you discussing that you do not have any bread? Don't you understand or comprehend? Is your heart hardened?18 Do you have eyes, and not see, and do you have ears, and not hear?ch And do you not remember?19 When I broke the five loaves for the 5,000, how many baskets full of pieces of bread did you collect?"

				"Twelve," they told Him.

				20 "When I broke the seven loaves for the 4,000, how many large baskets full of pieces of bread did you collect?"

				"Seven," they said.

				21 And He said to them,"Don't you understand yet?"

				A Principle to Live By - Remembering God's Grace

				[image: Getz1039.png]

				#14 When we face various crises in our lives, we must not forget how God has cared for us in the past.

				When the disciples were discussing their lack of food (v. 16), it reveals how human they were. How could they have forgotten when Jesus twice multiplied the loaves for thousands of men, women, and children? Furthermore, Jesus met their own needs when He delivered them from the storm (6:51). And now they were worried about food. 

				How quickly we forget God's blessings in our lives! 

				Reflection and Response

				What are some practical things we can do to help us remember God's past blessings in our lives—especially when these special blessings relate to present crises?

				 

				

				

	

Healing a Blind Man

				22 Then they came to Bethsaida. They brought a blind man to Him and begged Him to touch him. 23 He took the blind man by the hand and brought him out of the village. Spitting on his eyes and laying His hands on him, He asked him,"Do you see anything?"

				24 He looked up and said,"I see people — they look to me like trees walking."

				25 Again Jesus placed His hands on the man's eyes, and he saw distinctly. He was cured and could see everything clearly. 26 Then He sent him home, saying,"Don't even go into the village."ci

				

	

Peter's Confession of the Messiah

				27 Jesus went out with His disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the road He asked His disciples,"Who do people say that I am?"

				28 They answered Him,"John the Baptist; others, Elijah; still others, one of the prophets."

				29 "But you," He asked them again,"who do you say that I am?"

				Peter answered Him,"You are the •Messiah!"

				30 And He strictly warned them to tell no one about Him.

				

	

His Death and Resurrection Predicted

				31 Then He began to teach them that the •Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the •chief priests, and the •scribes, be killed, and rise after three days.32 He was openly talking about this. So Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him.

				33 But turning around and looking at His disciples, He rebuked Peter and said,"Get behind Me, Satan, because you're not thinking about God's concerns,cj but man's!"

				

	

Take Up Your Cross

				34 Summoning the crowd along with His disciples, He said to them,"If anyone wants to be My follower, he must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow Me.35 For whoever wants to save his •life will lose it, but whoever loses his life because of Me and the gospel will save it.36 For what does it benefit a man to gain the whole world yet lose his life?37 What can a man give in exchange for his life?38 For whoever is ashamed of Me and of My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels."

				A Principle to Live By - Pure Motives

				#15 Even though we may be dedicated Christians, we must make sure our motives are to honor God and not ourselves.

				[image: Getz1040.png]

				Matthew focused on Satan's efforts to influence our lives, even when we know who Jesus Christ really is—the Son of God and the Messiah (v. 29; cp. Mt 16:16).  (See Mt #41:Satanic Influences.)

				We also need to remember that this evil influence can be very subtle, causing us to think we are honoring God when in reality we are motivated by our own selfish interests. This is a difficult distinction since we are human and all of us have personal needs, even the need to be honored (Rm 12:10). However, 
the Scriptures are clear—we are to honor God above all that we esteem and in all that we do:

				Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for God's glory. (1Co 10:31) 

				Reflection and Response

				What are some subtle ways Satan tries to cause us to honor ourselves above God and 
others?

				

				9 Then He said to them,"•I assure you: There are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God come in power."

				

	

The Transfiguration

				2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John and led them up on a high mountain by themselves to be alone. He was transformedck in front of them, 3 and His clothes became dazzling — extremely white as no launderer on earth could whiten them. 4 Elijah appeared to them with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus.

				5 Then Peter said to Jesus,"•Rabbi, it's good for us to be here! Let us make three •tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah" — 6 because he did not know what he should say, since they were terrified.

				7 A cloud appeared, overshadowing them, and a voice came from the cloud:

				

				This is My beloved Son;

				listen to Him!

				

				8 Then suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus alone.

				9 As they were coming down from the mountain, He ordered them to tell no one what they had seen until the •Son of Man had risen from the dead. 10 They kept this word to themselves, discussing what"rising from the dead" meant.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Christ's Authority

				[image: Getz1041.png]

				#16 In a world that is permeated with many religious and philosophical messages, we must discern truth from error by listening carefully to the words of Jesus Christ.

				Though Matthew, Mark, and Luke record Christ's glorious transfiguration, each account has given us a unique principle. Matthew's focus helps all Christians to serve God faithfully despite unanswered questions. Luke's account challenges us to be alert and self-disciplined. Mark encourages us to listen to Jesus Christ, who is God incarnate.  (See Mt #42:Serving Faithfully.)

				The transfiguration was a preview of the glorious second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ to rule and reign on earth. However, God the Father's response to Peter's frightened and superficial question yields a powerful principle that focuses on who Jesus really is—past, present, and future. Peter identified the Savior with the title"Rabbi" (Mk 9:5). Jesus was indeed an esteemed and great teacher—the actual meaning of the title"Rabbi"—however, He is also God's"beloved Son" (v. 7), the"Word" who"became flesh" (Jn 1:14). Since the"Word was God" (Jn 1:1), to listen to Jesus is to listen to God! A short time before His death, Jesus made this point clear in His intimate conversation with Philip:

				"Lord," said Philip,"show us the Father, and that's enough for us." Jesus said to him,"Have I been among you all this time without your knowing Me, Philip? The one who has seen Me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? Don't you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me? The words I speak to you I do not speak on My own. The Father who lives in Me does His works. Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me. Otherwise, believe because of the works themselves. (Jn 14:8-11)  (See Jn #2:The Deity of Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does the author of Hebrews verify the importance of Christ's authority?  (See Heb #1:The Person of Christ.)

				

				11 Then they began to question Him,"Why do the •scribes say that Elijah must come first?"

				12 "Elijah does come first and restores everything," He replied."How then is it written about the Son of Man that He must suffer many things and be treated with contempt? 13 But I tell you that Elijah really has come, and they did whatever they pleased to him, just as it is written about him."

				

	

The Power of Faith over a Demon

				14 When they came to the disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and scribes disputing with them. 15 All of a sudden, when the whole crowd saw Him, they were amazedcl and ran to greet Him. 16 Then He asked them,"What are you arguing with them about?"

				17 Out of the crowd, one man answered Him,"Teacher, I brought my son to You. He has a spirit that makes him unable to speak.18 Wherever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams at the mouth, grinds his teeth, and becomes rigid. So I asked Your disciples to drive it out, but they couldn't."

				19 He replied to them,"You unbelieving generation! How long will I be with you? How long must I put up with you? Bring him to Me." 20 So they brought him to Him. When the spirit saw Him, it immediately convulsed the boy. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth. 21 "How long has this been happening to him?" Jesus asked his father.

				"From childhood," he said. 22 "And many times it has thrown him into fire or water to destroy him. But if You can do anything, have compassion on us and help us."

				23 Then Jesus said to him," 'If You can' ?cm Everything is possible to the one who believes."

				24 Immediately the father of the boy cried out,"I do believe! Help my unbelief."

				25 When Jesus saw that a crowd was rapidly coming together, He rebuked the •unclean spirit, saying to it,"You mute and deaf spirit, I command you: come out of him and never enter him again!"

				26 Then it came out, shrieking and convulsing him cn violently. The boy became like a corpse, so that many said,"He's dead." 27 But Jesus, taking him by the hand, raised him, and he stood up.

				28 After He went into a house, His disciples asked Him privately,"Why couldn't we drive it out?"

				29 And He told them,"This kind can come out by nothing but prayer [and fasting ]."co

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - The Object of Faith
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				#17 To experience a growing faith, we must believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is God, and that He is able to do anything He wishes.

				A key in verifying this principle is the twice-spoken phrase"if You can" (vv. 22-23). Though Mark's sentence structure is puzzling, it seems that Jesus was admonishing the man for using a phrase that suggested doubt. Because of who He is, Jesus could choose to honor this man's faith and heal his son. 

				Does this imply Jesus could not heal apart from this man's faith? If that were true, many of Jesus' miraculous healings would not have happened. Often Jesus healed whether there was faith or not. However, Jesus wanted this man, along with all those who were watching, to understand that He was indeed the Son of God and one with the Father. Though He was human, He was fully divine. This was one of Mark's purposes in writing this Gospel record.

				In many respects Mark's record of this man's struggle with doubt is a vignette of the Gospel of John. John summarized his purpose for writing:

				Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of His disciples that are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may believe Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and by believing you may have life in His name. (Jn 20:30-31)  (See Jn #39:The Power of Scripture.)

				In John's Gospel, people often said they believed in Jesus Christ and yet had not fully believed (compare Jn 2:11 with 2:22). Similarly, the father of the demon-possessed boy confessed,"I do believe! Help my unbelief" (Mk 9:24). 

				Reflection and Response

				When we pray for healing, either in our lives or in the lives of others, how does this faith principle apply, especially since we do not know God's perfect will regarding physical restoration?  (See Mt #21:Physical Healing.)

				

				

	

The Second Prediction of His Death

				30 Then they left that place and made their way through Galilee, but He did not want anyone to know it. 31 For He was teaching His disciples and telling them,"The Son of Man is being betrayedcp into the hands of men. They will kill Him, and after He is killed, He will rise three days later." 32 But they did not understand this statement, and they were afraid to ask Him.

				

	

Who is the Greatest?

				33 Then they came to Capernaum. When He was in the house, He asked them,"What were you arguing about on the way?" 34 But they were silent, because on the way they had been arguing with one another about who was the greatest. 35 Sitting down, He called the Twelve and said to them,"If anyone wants to be first, he must be last of all and servant of all." 36 Then He took a child, had him stand among them, and taking him in His arms, He said to them, 37 "Whoever welcomescq one little child such as this in My name welcomes Me. And whoever welcomes Me does not welcome Me, but Him who sent Me."  (See Mt #47:Servant-Leadership.)

				

	

In His Name

				38 John said to Him,"Teacher, we saw someone cr driving out demons in Your name, and we tried to stop him because he wasn't following us."

				39 "Don't stop him," said Jesus,"because there is no one who will perform a miracle in My name who can soon afterward speak evil of Me. 40 For whoever is not against us is for us.41 And whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because of My name,cs since you belong to the •Messiah — I assure you: He will never lose his reward.

				A Principle to Live By - Nonjudgmental Attitudes

				[image: Getz1043.png]

				#18 Even though there are various opinions among Bible-believing Christians, we are to demonstrate love and acceptance of one another.

				It appears the main reason John was trying to stop this worker was that he wasn't a part of their little group. Therefore, Jesus' response should impact all Christians who are reclusive and judgmental of others simply because they don't belong to their particular group. Paul applied this principle in an unusual way when he was imprisoned in Rome:

				Most of the brothers in the Lord have gained confidence from my imprisonment and dare even more to speak the message fearlessly. To be sure, some preach Christ out of envy and strife, but others out of good will. These do so out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel; the others proclaim Christ out of rivalry, not sincerely, seeking to cause me anxiety in my imprisonment. What does it matter? Just that in every way, whether out of false motives or true, Christ is proclaimed. And in this I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice. (Php 1:14-18)  (See Php #3:The Pure Gospel.)

				Reflection and Response

				Besides belief in the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, what are some other doctrinal issues we must consider before we should endorse other Christian ministries?  (See 1Jn #7:False Apostles and Prophets.)

				

				

	

Warnings from Jesus

				42 "But whoever •causes the downfall of one of these little ones who believe in Me — it would be better for him if a heavy millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. 43 And if your hand causes your downfall, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and go to •hell — the unquenchable fire, [44 where

				

				Their worm does not die,

				and the fire is not quenched. ]ct, cu

				

				45 And if your foot causes your downfall, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and be thrown into hell — [the unquenchable fire, 46 where

				

				Their worm does not die,

				and the fire is not quenched. ]cv, cw

				

				47 And if your eye causes your downfall, gouge it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell, 48 where

				Their worm does not die,

				and the fire is not quenched.cx

				

				49 For everyone will be salted with fire.cy, cz 50 Salt is good, but if the salt should lose its flavor, how can you make it salty? Have salt among yourselves and be at peace with one another."

				

	

The Question of Divorce

				10 He set out from there and went to the region of Judea and across the Jordan. Then crowds converged on Him again and, as He usually did, He began teaching them once more. 2 Some •Pharisees approached Him to test Him. They asked,"Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?"

				3 He replied to them,"What did Moses command you?"

				4 They said,"Moses permitted us to write divorce papers and send her away."

				5 But Jesus told them,"He wrote this command for you because of the hardness of your hearts. 6 But from the beginning of creation Godda made them male and female.db

				

				7 For this reason a man will leave

				his father and mother

				[and be joined to his wife],dc

				8 and the two will become one flesh.dd

				

				So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9 Therefore what God has joined together, man must not separate."

				10 Now in the house the disciples questioned Him again about this matter. 11 And He said to them,"Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her. 12 Also, if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery."  (See Mal #3:Marital Faithfulness.)

				

	

Blessing the Children

				13 Some people were bringing little children to Him so He might touch them, but His disciples rebuked them. 14 When Jesus saw it, He was indignant and said to them,"Let the little children come to Me. Don't stop them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15 •I assure you: Whoever does not welcomede the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it." 16 After taking them in His arms, He laid His hands on them and blessed them.

				A Principle to Live By - The Younger Generation
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				#19 Whether in the family or in the church, we are to do all we can to meet the needs of children.

				The Greek term in these verses was used to describe children from birth to age 12 (5:39,42). Here Jesus was referring to small children He could take"in His arms" (10:16). When the disciples rebuked the children's parents for bringing them to Jesus, Mark described Jesus' reaction as anger and indignation (v. 14). Evidently, the disciples had missed the point earlier when Jesus placed a child in their midst and later took the same child in His arms:"Whoever welcomes one little child such as this in My name welcomes Me" (9:36-37). 

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways should we apply this Principle to Live By when we are making decisions, both in our biological families as well as in the larger believing family—namely, the local church?

				

				

	

The Rich Young Ruler

				17 As He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up, knelt down before Him, and asked Him,"Good Teacher, what must I doto inherit eternal life?"

				18 "Why do you call Me good?" Jesus asked him."No one is good but One — God. 19 You know the commandments:

				

				Do not murder;

				do not commit adultery;

				do not steal;

				do not bear false witness;

				do not defraud;

				honor your father and mother."df

				

				20 He said to Him,"Teacher, I have kept all these from my youth."

				21 Then, looking at him, Jesus loved him and said to him,"You lack one thing: Go, sell all you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come,dg follow Me." 22 But he was stunneddh at this demand, and he went away grieving, because he had many possessions.

				

	

Possessions and the Kingdom

				23 Jesus looked around and said to His disciples,"How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!"24 But the disciples were astonished at His words. Again Jesus said to them,"Children, how hard it isdi to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God."

				26 So they were even more astonished, saying to one another,"Then who can be saved?"

				27 Looking at them, Jesus said,"With men it is impossible, but not with God, because all things are possible with God."

				28 Peter began to tell Him,"Look, we have left everything and followed You."

				29 "I assure you," Jesus said,"there is no one who has left house, brothers or sisters, mother or father,dj children, or fields because of Me and the gospel, 30 who will not receive 100 times more, now at this time — houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions — and eternal life in the age to come. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first."

				A Principle to Live By - Material Possessions

				[image: Getz1045.png]

				#20 If we are blessed with wealth, we must realize that money will never enable us to inherit eternal life.

				In Matthew's account, we focused on establishing proper priorities. We're always to"seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness" and then to trust the Lord to provide the material things we need (Mt 6:33).  (See Mt #15:Eternal Treasures.)

				Here in Mark, it's clear that no one can be saved—rich or poor—apart from God's grace. It is impossible to inherit eternal life by doing good works. Wealthy people might easily conclude that if they simply share some of what they have with the needy, they will gain merit with God with regard to salvation. But they would be mistaken; all people are saved by grace through faith.  (See Eph #4:God's Gift.)

				This reality is difficult for some rich people to comprehend, especially since many have used money to get what they want. They may have bought their way into almost every economic and social situation, including the religious community, but they cannot buy their way into heaven. However, it is indeed possible for rich people to be saved if they put their faith in God and not in their wealth. The Bible gives us numerous examples.

				Reflection and Response

				How does the story of the Ethiopian official illustrate that wealthy people can be saved?  (See Ac #16:Biblical Evidence.)

				

				

	

The Third Prediction of His Death

				32 They were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them. They were astonished, but those who followed Him were afraid. Taking the Twelve aside again, He began to tell them the things that would happen to Him.

				33 "Listen! We are going up to Jerusalem. The •Son of Man will be handed over to the •chief priests and the •scribes, and they will condemn Him to death. Then they will hand Him over to the Gentiles, 34 and they will mock Him, spit on Him, flogdk Him, and kill Him, and He will rise after three days."

				

	

Suffering and Service

				35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, approached Him and said,"Teacher, we want You to do something for us if we ask You."

				36 "What do you want Me to do for you?" He asked them.

				37 They answered Him,"Allow us to sit at Your right and at Your left in Your glory."

				38 But Jesus said to them,"You don't know what you're asking. Are you able to drink the cup I drink or to be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?"

				39 "We are able," they told Him.

				Jesus said to them,"You will drink the cup I drink, and you will be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with. 40 But to sit at My right or left is not Mine to give; instead, it is for those it has been prepared for." 41 When the other 10 disciples heard this, they began to be indignant with James and John.

				42 Jesus called them over and said to them,"You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles dominate them, and their men of high positions exercise power over them. 43 But it must not be like that among you. On the contrary, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant,44 and whoever wants to be first among you must be a •slave to all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life — a ransom for many."dl

				A Principle to Live By - Modeling Christ's Likeness
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				#21 Parents are to model servant-leadership to their children. 

				Matthew and Mark have given us different perspectives on this event. Matthew stated that it was the mother of James and John who approached Jesus (Mt 20:21), while Mark recorded that James and John spoke for themselves (Mk 10:37). Both Gospel writers were describing the same event that involved two separate conversations. Salome probably approached Jesus first, then James and John made their bold entrance a few minutes later and asked the same preplanned questions. As with Rebekah and her son Jacob, this was a family scheme (Gn 27:1-20; cp. 1Kg 1:13-14).  (See Mt #47:Servant-Leadership.)

				These two bombastic brothers were likely a reflection of their parents—brazen, self-centered, and materialistic. Though we know little about Zebedee, except that he owned a fishing business, we can speculate that he and his wife were not positive examples of servanthood. Jesus knew this family well, even calling these brothers"Sons of Thunder" when He chose them to be apostles (Mk 3:17). 

				The good news is that eventually James and John became two of the greatest servants in the New Testament story. James was miraculously and marvelously transformed from a man who thought only of himself and his family into a dynamic and steadfast Christian who was willing to give his life for the One who gave His life for him (Ac 12:1-2). Though John lived to be an old man, he came to be known as the apostle of love. He recorded Jesus' command to"love one another" (Jn 13:34-35) and, nearly 60 years after the event, reiterated it five times in his first letter (1Jn 3:11,23; 4:7,11-12; see also 3:16). In addition, he used the word"love" 40 times in his other literature.  (See 1Jn #10:Loving as Christ Loved.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can parents model servant-leadership for their children and, at the same time, build their children's self-esteem?

				

				

	

A Blind Man Healed

				46 They came to Jericho. And as He was leaving Jericho with His disciples and a large crowd, Bartimaeus (the son of Timaeus), a blind beggar, was sitting by the road. 47 When he heard that it was Jesus the •Nazarene, he began to cry out,"Son of David, Jesus, have mercy on me!" 48 Many people told him to keep quiet, but he was crying out all the more,"Have mercy on me, Son of David!"

				49 Jesus stopped and said,"Call him."

				So they called the blind man and said to him,"Have courage! Get up; He's calling for you." 50 He threw off his coat, jumped up, and came to Jesus.

				51 Then Jesus answered him,"What do you want Me to do for you?"

				"Rabbouni,"dm the blind man told Him,"I want to see!"

				52 "Go your way," Jesus told him."Your faith has healed you." Immediately he could see and began to follow Him on the road.  (See Mt #48:Personal Interest.)

				

	

The Triumphal Entry

				11 When they approached Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany near the •Mount of Olives, He sent two of His disciples 2 and told them,"Go into the village ahead of you. As soon as you enter it, you will find a young donkey tied there, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it here. 3 If anyone says to you, 'Why are you doing this? ' say, 'The Lord needs it and will send it back here right away.'"

				4 So they went and found a young donkey outside in the street, tied by a door. They untied it, 5 and some of those standing there said to them,"What are you doing, untying the donkey?" 6 They answered them just as Jesus had said, so they let them go. 7 Then they brought the donkey to Jesus and threw their robes on it, and He sat on it.

				8 Many people spread their robes on the road, and others spread leafy branches cut from the fields. dn 9 Then those who went ahead and those who followed kept shouting:

				•Hosanna!

				He who comes in the name

				of the Lord is the blessed One!do

				10 The coming kingdom

				of our father David is blessed!

				Hosanna in the highest heaven!

				

				11 And He went into Jerusalem and into the •temple complex. After looking around at everything, since it was already late, He went out to Bethany with the Twelve.  (See Zch #8:A Humble Servant.)

				

	

The Barren Fig Tree Is Cursed

				12 The next day when they came out from Bethany, He was hungry. 13 After seeing in the distance a fig tree with leaves, He went to find out if there was anything on it. When He came to it, He found nothing but leaves, because it was not the season for figs. 14 He said to it,"May no one ever eat fruit from you again!" And His disciples heard it.

				

	

Cleansing the Temple Complex

				15 They came to Jerusalem, and He went into the temple complex and began to throw out those buying and selling in the temple. He overturned the money changers' tables and the chairs of those selling doves, 16 and would not permit anyone to carry goods through the temple complex.

				17 Then He began to teach them:"Is it not written, My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations?dp But you have made it a den of thieves!"dq 18 Then the •chief priests and the •scribes heard it and started looking for a way to destroy Him. For they were afraid of Him, because the whole crowd was astonished by His teaching.

				19 And whenever evening came, they would go out of the city.  (See Is #40:Reflecting Christ's Character.)

				

	

The Barren Fig Tree Is Withered

				20 Early in the morning, as they were passing by, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots up. 21 Then Peter remembered and said to Him,"•Rabbi, look! The fig tree that You cursed is withered."

				A Principle to Live By - Bearing Fruit
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				#22 We are to do all we can to develop churches that manifest the fruit of the Spirit. 

				Jews who were familiar with the prophets knew the fig tree was often mentioned when God judged Israel (Jr 8:13; 29:17; Hs 9:10; Jl 1:6-7; Mc 7:1-2). Jesus was demonstrating His extreme disappointment in His chosen people. Because of their hardened hearts and meaningless rituals, judgment was coming. 

				When He cleansed the temple complex (Mk 11:15-16) He was demonstrating that they had desecrated the temple and it was no longer a place where God was honored. The temple was going to be totally destroyed (13:1-2). 

				Since we now have God's revelation in Scripture, we can see beyond these two events. After Israel as a nation rejected the Messiah, God introduced a new entity—the church of Jesus Christ—which included both Jews and Gentiles who received the gift of eternal life (Jn 1:11-13). Believers are God's living temple designed to reflect the fruit of the Holy Spirit.  (See Eph #5:Oneness in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some churches reflect the same fruitless activities and dead orthodoxy that existed among the children of Israel?  (See Rv #7:The True Gospel.)

				

				22 Jesus replied to them,"Have faith in God.23 •I assure you: If anyone says to this mountain, 'Be lifted up and thrown into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him.24 Therefore I tell you, all the things you pray and ask for — believe that you have receiveddr

				them, and you will have them. 25 And whenever you 
stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven will also forgive you your wrongdoing. [ 26 But if you don't forgive, neither 
will your Father in heaven forgive your wrongdoing.]"ds

				A Principle to Live By - Becoming a Healthy Church

				[image: Getz1048.png]

				#23 To become the church God intends us to be, we must develop our faith, be devoted to prayer, and live in harmony with one another.

				When Mark included these elements after Jesus prophesied the rejection of Israel and the destruction of the temple, they may appear to be somewhat out of context. However, a closer and deeper look demonstrates continuity in the biblical story. As believers, we can avoid Israel's sins that led to a dead orthodoxy by:

				
						developing our faith in the Christ who dwells within us (vv. 22-23; Eph 3:16-17a),

						continuing to"pray at all times in the Spirit" (Mk 11:24; Eph 6:18), and

						"accepting one another and forgiving one another" (Mk 11:25-26; Col 3:12-13). (See Mt #13:Experiencing God's Forgiveness)

				

				Even though Israel as a nation would be rejected and the temple destroyed, Jesus was here laying the groundwork to provide comfort for His followers. All true believers in the church of Jesus Christ have every divine resource to manifest the"fruit of the Spirit" (Gl 5:22-23).

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways have you seen these elements at work in your church?

				

				

	

Messiah's Authority Challenged

				27 They came again to Jerusalem. As He was walking in the temple complex, the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders came 28 and asked Him,"By what authority are You doing these things? Who gave You this authority to do these things?"

				29 Jesus said to them,"I will ask you one question; then answer Me, and I will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 30 Was John's baptism from heaven or from men? Answer Me."

				31 They began to argue among themselves:"If we say, 'From heaven,' He will say, 'Then why didn't you believe him? ' 32 But if we say, 'From men'" — they were afraid of the crowd, because everyone thought that John was a genuine prophet. 33 So they answered Jesus,"We don't know."

				And Jesus said to them,"Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things."  (In a similar situation, note the contrast described in Jn #19: One With God, p. 1452.)

				

	

The Parable of the Vineyard Owner

				12 Then He began to speak to them in parables:"A man planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug out a pit for a winepress, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenant farmers and went away. 2 At harvest time he sent a •slave to the farmers to collect some of the fruit of the vineyard from the farmers. 3 But they took him, beat him, and sent him away empty-handed. 4 Again he sent another slave to them, and theydt hit him on the head and treated him shamefully.du 5 Then he sent another, and they killed that one. He also sent many others; they beat some and they killed some.

				6 "He still had one to send, a beloved son. Finally he sent him to them, saying, 'They will respect my son.'

				7 "But those tenant farmers said among themselves, 'This is the heir. Come, let's kill him, and the inheritance will be ours! ' 8 So they seized him, killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard.

				9 "Therefore, what will the ownerdv of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the farmers and give the vineyard to others. 10 Haven't you read this Scripture:

				

				The stone that the builders rejected

				has become the cornerstone.dw

				11 This came from the Lord

				and is wonderful in our eyes?"dx

				

				12 Because they knew He had said this parable against them, they were looking for a way to arrest Him, but they were afraid of the crowd. So they left Him and went away.  (See Mt #49:Seeking the Truth.)

				

	

God and Caesar

				13 Then they sent some of the •Pharisees and the •Herodians to Him to trap Him by what He said.dy 14 When they came, they said to Him,"Teacher, we know You are truthful and defer to no one, for You don't show partialitydz but teach truthfully the way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not? 15 Should we pay, or should we not pay?"

				But knowing their hypocrisy, He said to them,"Why are you testing Me? Bring Me a •denarius to look at." 16 So they brought one."Whose image and inscription is this?" He asked them.

				"Caesar's," they said.

				17 Then Jesus told them,"Give back to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's." And they were amazed at Him.

				

	

The Sadducees and the Resurrection

				18 Some •Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Him and questioned Him: 19 "Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother dies, leaves his wife behind, and leaves no child, his brother should take the wife and produce •offspring for his brother.ea 20 There were seven brothers. The first took a wife, and dying, left no offspring. 21 The second also took her, and he died, leaving no offspring. And the third likewise. 22 So the seven eb left no offspring. Last of all, the woman died too. 23 In the resurrection, when they rise, ec whose wife will she be, since the seven had married her?"ed

				24 Jesus told them,"Are you not deceived because you don't know the Scriptures or the power of God? 25 For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage but are like angels in heaven. 26 Now concerning the dead being raised — haven't you read in the book of Moses, in the passage about the burning bush, how God spoke to him: I am the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob?ee 27 He is not God of the dead but of the living. You are badly deceived."

				

	

The Primary Commands

				28 One of the •scribes approached. When he heard them debating and saw that Jesus answered them well, he asked Him,"Which command is the most important of all?"ef

				29 "This is the most important,"eg Jesus answered:

				

				Listen, Israel! The Lord our God, the Lord is One.eh 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.ei, ej

				

				31 "The second is: Love your neighbor as yourself.ek There is no other command greater than these."

				32 Then the scribe said to Him,"You are right, Teacher! You have correctly said that He is One, and there is no one else except Him. 33 And to love Him with all your heart, with all your understanding, el and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself, is far more important than all the burnt offerings and sacrifices."

				34 When Jesus saw that he answered intelligently, He said to him,"You are not far from the kingdom of God." And no one dared to question Him any longer.

				

	

The Question about the Messiah

				35 So Jesus asked this question as He taught in the •temple complex,"How can the scribes say that the •Messiah is the Son of David? 36 David himself says by the Holy Spirit:

				

				The Lord declared to my Lord,

				'Sit at My right hand

				until I put Your enemies under Your feet.'em

				

				37 David himself calls Him 'Lord'; how then can the Messiah be his Son?" And the large crowd was listening to Him with delight.  (See Mt #50:Divine Wisdom.)

				

	

Warning against the Scribes

				38 He also said in His teaching,"Beware of the scribes, who want to go around in long robes, and who want greetings in the marketplaces, 39 the front seats in the •synagogues, and the places of honor at banquets. 40 They devour widows' houses and say long prayers just for show. These will receive harsher punishment."

				

	

The Widow's Gift

				41 Sitting across from the temple treasury, He watched how the crowd dropped money into the treasury. Many rich people were putting in large sums. 42 And a poor widow came and dropped in two tiny coins worth very little.en43 Summoning His disciples, He said to them,"•I assure you: This poor widow has put in more than all those giving to the temple treasury.44 For they all gave out of their surplus, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she possessed — all she had to live on."

				A Principle to Live By - True Generosity

				#24 When we engage in various worship functions, we are to keep our motives pure. 

				[image: Getz1049.png]

				Jesus drew attention to the poor widow. Giving out of poverty, she even gave away what she needed to meet her own physical needs. By contrast, the religious leaders, who took advantage of such women (v. 40), gave out of their abundance. Furthermore, they gave to honor themselves (Mt 6:2).  (See Mt #14:Honoring God.)

				This widow's generosity also illustrates what happened in the churches in Macedonia. 
Though these believers were living in poverty, in God's eyes they were more generous than those living with plenty. Paul honored these believers just as Jesus honored the poor widow:

				We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God granted to the churches of Macedonia: During a severe testing by affliction, their abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed into the wealth of their generosity. I testify that, on their own, according to their ability and beyond their ability, they begged us insistently for the privilege of sharing in the ministry to the saints, and not just as we had hoped. Instead, they gave themselves especially to the Lord, then to us by God's will. (2Co 8:1-5)  (See 2Co #12:Models of Generosity.)

				Reflection and Response

				What should these two biblical illustrations teach many Christians who live in prosperous cultures?

				

				

	

Destruction of the Temple Predicted

				13 As He was going out of the •temple complex, one of His disciples said to Him,"Teacher, look! What massive stones! What impressive buildings!"

				2 Jesus said to him,"Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here on another that will not be thrown down!"

				

	

Signs of the End of the Age

				3 While He was sitting on the •Mount of Olives across from the temple complex, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked Him privately, 4 "Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign when all these things are about to take place?"

				5 Then Jesus began by telling them:"Watch out that no one deceives you. 6 Many will come in My name, saying, 'I am He,' and they will deceive many. 7 When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, don't be alarmed; these things must take place, but the end is not yet. 8 For nation will rise up against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines.eo These are the beginning of birth pains.

				

	

Persecutions Predicted

				9 "But you, be on your guard! They will hand you over to sanhedrins, and you will be flogged in the •synagogues. You will stand before governors and kings because of Me, as a witness to them. 10 And the good newsep must first be proclaimed to all nations. 11 So when they arrest you and hand you over, don't worry beforehand what you will say. On the contrary, whatever is given to you in that hour — say it. For it isn't you speaking, but the Holy Spirit. 12 Then brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children will rise up against parents and put them to death. 13 And you will be hated by everyone because of My name. But the one who endures to the end will be delivered.eq

				

	

The Great Tribulation

				14 "When you see the abomination that causes desolationer standing where it should not" (let the reader understand),"then those in Judea must flee to the mountains! 15 A man on the housetop must not come down or go in to get anything out of his house. 16 And a man in the field must not go back to get his clothes. 17 Woe to pregnant women and nursing mothers in those days! 18 Pray ites won't happen in winter. 19 For those will be days of tribulation, the kind that hasn't been from the beginning of the world,et which God created, until now and never will be again! 20 Unless the Lord limited those days, no one would survive.eu But He limited those days because of the elect, whom He chose.

				21 "Then if anyone tells you, 'Look, here is the •Messiah! Look — there! ' do not believe it! 22 For false messiahsev and false prophets will rise up and will perform signs and wonders to lead astray, if possible, the elect. 23 And you must watch! I have told you everything in advance.

				

	

The Coming of the Son of Man

				24 "But in those days, after that tribulation:

				

				The sun will be darkened,

				and the moon will not shed its light;

				25 the stars will be falling from the sky,

				and the celestial powers will be shaken.

				

				26 Then they will see the •Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27 He will send out the angels and gather His elect from the four winds, from the end of the earth to the end of the sky.  (See Mt #52:Israel and the Church.)

				

	

The Parable of the Fig Tree

				28 "Learn this parable from the fig tree: As soon as its branch becomes tender and sprouts leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 In the same way, when you see these things happening, knowew that Heex is near — at the door! 30 •I assure you: This generation will certainly not pass away until all these things take place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away.

				

	

No One Knows the Day or Hour

				32 "Now concerning that day or hour no one knows — neither the angels in heaven nor the Son — except the Father.33 Watch! Be alert!ey For you don't know when the time is coming.34 It is like a man on a journey, who left his house, gave authority to his •slaves, gave each one his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to be alert. 35 Therefore be alert, since you don't know when the master of the house is coming — whether in the evening or at midnight or at the crowing of the rooster or early in the morning. 36 Otherwise, he might come suddenly and find you sleeping.37 And what I say to you, I say to everyone: Be alert!"

				A Principle to Live By - Alertness without Specificity

				[image: Getz1050.png]

				#25 Though God wants us always to be ready for Christ's coming to remove the church from this earth, we are not to set specific dates.

				Nowhere in these paragraphs are there specific references to what we call the"rapture." We do know it will happen before Christ returns to set up His kingdom. But just as we do not know the"day" or the"hour" when people"will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory" (v. 26), likewise, we do not know the day or the hour when all true believers—both those who have died and those who are alive—"will be caught up together . . . to meet the Lord in the air" (1Th 4:17). Therefore, we must not set specific dates. However, we must be alert and ready for this moment, since it will surely come (1Co 15:51-52).  (See Mt #53:Christ's Second Coming.)

				Reflection and Response

				What has happened historically when people have set dates for Christ's second coming?

				

				

	

The Plot to Kill Jesus

				14 After two days it was the •Passover and the Festival of •Unleavened Bread. The •chief priests and the •scribes were looking for a treacherous way to arrest and kill Him. 2 "Not during the festival," they said,"or there may be rioting among the people."

				

	

The Anointing at Bethany

				3 While He was in Bethany at the house of Simon who had a serious skin disease, as He was reclining at the table, a woman came with an alabaster jar of pure and expensive fragrant oil of nard. She broke the jar and poured it on His head. 4 But some were expressing indignation to one another:"Why has this fragrant oil been wasted? 5 For this oil might have been sold for more than 300 •denarii and given to the poor." And they began to scold her.

				6 Then Jesus said,"Leave her alone. Why are you bothering her? She has done a noble thing for Me. 7 You always have the poor with you, and you can do what is good for them whenever you want, but you do not always have Me. 8 She has done what she could; she has anointed My body in advance for burial. 9 •I assure you: Wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be told in memory of her."

				10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to hand Him over to them. 11 And when they heard this, they were glad and promised to give him silver.ez So he started looking for a good opportunity to betray Him.  (See Mt #54:Carnal Influence.)

				

	

Preparation for Passover

				12 On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrifice the Passover lamb, His disciples asked Him,"Where do You want us to go and prepare the Passover so You may eat it?"

				13 So He sent two of His disciples and told them,"Go into the city, and a man carrying a water jug will meet you. Follow him. 14 Wherever he enters, tell the owner of the house, 'The Teacher says,"Where is the guest room for Me to eat the Passover with My disciples?" ' 15 He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make the preparations for us there." 16 So the disciples went out, entered the city, and found it just as He had told them, and they prepared the Passover.

				

	

Betrayal at the Passover

				17 When evening came, He arrived with the Twelve. 18 While they were reclining and eating, Jesus said,"I assure you: One of you will betray Me — one who is eating with Me!"

				19 They began to be distressed and to say to Him one by one,"Surely not I?"

				20 He said to them,"It is one of the Twelve — the one who is dipping bread with Me in the bowl. 21 For the •Son of Man will go just as it is written about Him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born."

				

	

The First Lord's Supper

				22 As they were eating, He took bread, blessed and broke it, gave it to them, and said,"Take it;fa this is My body."

				23 Then He took a cup, and after giving thanks, He gave it to them, and so they all drank from it. 24 He said to them,"This is My blood that establishes the covenant;fb it is shed for many. 25 I assure you: I will no longer drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it in a new wayfc in the kingdom of God." 26 After singing psalms, they went out to the •Mount of Olives.  (See Lk #46:The Lord's Supper.)

				

	

Peter's Denial Predicted

				27 Then Jesus said to them,"All of you will run away,fd, fe because it is written:

				

				I will strike the shepherd,

				and the sheep will be scattered.ff

				28 But after I have been resurrected, I will go ahead of you to Galilee."  (See Zch #11:The Great Commission.)

				29 Peter told Him,"Even if everyone runs away, I will certainly not!"

				30 "I assure you," Jesus said to him,"today, this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times!"

				31 But he kept insisting,"If I have to die with You, I will never deny You!" And they all said the same thing.  (See Lk #48:Satanic Attacks.)

				

	

The Prayer in the Garden

				32 Then they came to a place named Gethsemane, and He told His disciples,"Sit here while I pray." 33 He took Peter, James, and John with Him, and He began to be deeply distressed and horrified. 34 Then He said to them,"My soul is swallowed up in sorrowfg — to the point of death. Remain here and stay awake." 35 Then He went a little farther, fell to the ground, and began to pray that if it were possible, the hour might pass from Him. 36 And He said,"•Abba, Father! All things are possible for You. Take this cup away from Me. Nevertheless, not what I will, but what You will."

				37 Then He came and found them sleeping."Simon, are you sleeping?" He asked Peter."Couldn't you stay awake one hour? 38 Stay awake and pray so that you won't enter into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak."

				39 Once again He went away and prayed, saying the same thing. 40 And He came again and found them sleeping, because they could not keep their eyes open.fh They did not know what to say to Him. 41 Then He came a third time and said to them,"Are you still sleeping and resting? Enough! The time has come. Look, the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42 Get up; let's go! See — My betrayer is near."

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual Tests
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				#26 There are times in our lives when we should expect to face spiritual tests that may be painful and even embarrassing. 

				Earlier, Peter had sincerely stated that no matter what happened to Jesus and regardless of the response of his fellow disciples, he would not forsake the Lord (v. 29). However, when he was chosen to share more intimately in Jesus' agonizing prayer experience, he fell asleep.

				Mark captured what must have been an excruciatingly painful and embarrassing moment for Peter. Jesus addressed him as"Simon" (v. 37), his name before it was changed to Peter, which means"Rock" (Jn 1:40-42). Jesus was subtly reminding him that if he were so strong and such a great leader, why couldn't he stay awake for a brief time? Jesus was pointing out that he was not at this moment the"Rock" he should be! He was beginning to crumble.

				Most of us can identify with Peter's experience. We've made public statements about our commitment to Christ, and there are times when we all need to be asked some penetrating accountability questions—even in front of our peers. 

				Reflection and Response

				Can you think of a time in your life when you can identify to some extent with Peter's experience in the Garden of Gethsemane?

				

				

	

The Judas Kiss

				43 While He was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, suddenly arrived. With him was a mob, with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. 44 His betrayer had given them a signal."The One I kiss," he said,"He's the One; arrest Him and take Him away under guard." 45 So when he came, he went right up to Him and said,"•Rabbi!" — and kissed Him. 46 Then they took hold of Him and arrested Him. 47 And one of those who stood by drew his sword, struck the high priest's •slave, and cut off his ear.

				48 But Jesus said to them,"Have you come out with swords and clubs, as though I were a criminal,fi to capture Me? 49 Every day I was among you, teaching in the •temple complex, and you didn't arrest Me. But the Scriptures must be fulfilled." 50 Then they all deserted Him and ran away.

				51 Now a certain young man, having a linen cloth wrapped around his naked body, was following Him. They caught hold of him, 52 but he left the linen cloth behind and ran away naked.

				A Principle to Live By - Embarrassing Moments
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				#27 When we at times engage in actions that are shameful, we should be on guard against our tendency to try to hide our identity.

				We do not know who this young man was who"ran away naked" that night (v. 52). However, there is some circumstantial evidence that it may have been John Mark, the author of this Gospel. The"linen cloth" he left behind implies he had been wearing an expensive robe, and we know that Mark's mother Mary was a well-to-do woman. She employed a servant, and her home was large enough that the church met there (Ac 12:11-13).

				It's easy to understand why Mark would want to remain anonymous. Even though all the other disciples forsook the Lord, in his youthful eagerness, he may have been embarrassed that he did the same. Also, when Mark wrote this Gospel, he would have vivid memories of his decision to abandon Paul and his cousin Barnabas on the first missionary journey. He would remember that his desertion eventually led to a"sharp disagreement," splitting up these two prominent missionaries, leading them in separate directions (Ac 13:13; 15:36-39). 

				If this was indeed an anonymous reference to John Mark's actions, we can learn a very valuable lesson. We should admit our failures, just as Paul did regarding his behavior as a self-righteous Pharisee (1Tm 1:12-17). When we openly confess our failures and experience forgiveness, it not only helps us to heal emotionally and spiritually, but it serves as an example for others so that they too can have the courage to confess and experience true freedom in Christ.

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it difficult to admit our failures and put embarrassing experiences behind us?

				

				

	

Jesus Faces the Sanhedrin

				53 They led Jesus away to the high priest, and all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes convened. 54 Peter followed Him at a distance, right into the high priest's courtyard. He was sitting with the temple police,fj warming himself by the fire.fk

				55 The chief priests and the whole •Sanhedrin were looking for testimony against Jesus to put Him to death, but they could find none. 56 For many were giving false testimony against Him, but the testimonies did not agree. 57 Some stood up and were giving false testimony against Him, stating, 58 "We heard Him say, 'I will demolish this sanctuary made by human hands, and in three days I will build another not made by hands.'" 59 Yet their testimony did not agree even on this.

				60 Then the high priest stood up before them all and questioned Jesus,"Don't You have an answer to what these men are testifying against You?" 61 But He kept silent and did not answer anything. Again the high priest questioned Him,"Are You the •Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?"

				62 "I am," said Jesus,"and all of youfl will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power and coming with the clouds of heaven."fm

				63 Then the high priest tore his robes and said,"Why do we still need witnesses? 64 You have heard the blasphemy! What is your decision?"fn

				And they all condemned Him to be deserving of death. 65 Then some began to spit on Him, to blindfold Him, and to beat Him, saying,"Prophesy!" The temple police also took Him and slapped Him.

				

	

Peter Denies His Lord

				66 While Peter was in the courtyard below, one of the high priest's servants came. 67 When she saw Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said,"You also were with that •Nazarene, Jesus."

				68 But he denied it:"I don't know or understand what you're talking about!" Then he went out to the entryway, and a rooster crowed. fo

				69 When the servant saw him again she began to tell those standing nearby,"This man is one of them!"

				70 But again he denied it. After a little while those standing there said to Peter again,"You certainly are one of them, since you're also a Galilean!" fp

				71 Then he started to curse and to swear with an oath,"I don't know this man you're talking about!"

				72 Immediately a rooster crowed a second time, and Peter remembered when Jesus had spoken the word to him,"Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times." When he thought about it, he began to weep.fq  (See Mt #55:Our Great High Priest.)

				

	

Jesus Faces Pilate

				15 As soon as it was morning, the •chief priests had a meeting with the elders, •scribes, and the whole •Sanhedrin. After tying Jesus up, they led Him away and handed Him over to •Pilate.

				2 So Pilate asked Him,"Are You the King of the Jews?"

				He answered him,"You have said it."fr

				3 And the chief priests began to accuse Him of many things. 4 Then Pilate questioned Him again,"Are You not answering anything? Look how many things they are accusing You of!" 5 But Jesus still did not answer anything, so Pilate was amazed.

				

	

Jesus or Barabbas

				6 At the festival it was Pilate's custom to release for the people a prisoner they requested. 7 There was one named Barabbas, who was in prison with rebels who had committed murder during the rebellion. 8 The crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do for them as was his custom. 9 So Pilate answered them,"Do you want me to release the King of the Jews for you?" 10 For he knew it was because of envy that the chief priests had handed Him over. 11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd so that he would release Barabbas to them instead.

				12 Pilate asked them again,"Then what do you want me to do with the One you call the King of the Jews?"

				13 Again they shouted,"Crucify Him!"

				14 Then Pilate said to them,"Why? What has He done wrong?"

				But they shouted,"Crucify Him!" all the more.

				15 Then, willing to gratify the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. And after having Jesus flogged, he handed Him over to be crucified.  (See Mt #57:The Power of Self-Interests.)

				

	

Mocked by the Military

				16 Then the soldiers led Him away into the courtyard (that is, •headquarters) and called the whole •company together. 17 They dressed Him in a purple robe, twisted together a crown of thorns, and put it on Him. 18 And they began to salute Him,"Hail, King of the Jews!" 19 They kept hitting Him on the head with a reed and spitting on Him. Getting down on their knees, they were paying Him homage. 20 When they had mocked Him, they stripped Him of the purple robe, put His clothes on Him, and led Him out to crucify Him.

				

	

Crucified between Two Criminals

				21 They forced a man coming in from the country, who was passing by, to carry Jesus' cross. He was Simon, a Cyrenian, the father of Alexander and Rufus. 22 And they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means Skull Place). 23 They tried to give Him wine mixed with myrrh, but He did not take it. 24 Then they crucified Him and divided His clothes, casting lots for them to decide what each would get. 25 Now it was nine in the morningfs when they crucified Him. 26 The inscription of the charge written against Him was:

				

				THE KING OF THE JEWS.

				27 They crucified two criminalsft with Him, one on His right and one on His left. [28 So the Scripture was fulfilled that says: And He was counted among outlaws. ] fu, fv 29 Those who passed by were yelling insults atfw Him, shaking their heads, and saying,"Ha! The One who would demolish the sanctuary and build it in three days, 30 save Yourself by coming down from the cross!" 31 In the same way, the chief priests with the scribes were mocking Him to one another and saying,"He saved others; He cannot save Himself! 32 Let the •Messiah, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross, so that we may see and believe." Even those who were crucified with Him were taunting Him.  (See Lk #50:Our Eternal Hope.)

				

	

The Death of Jesus

				33 When it was noon,fx darkness came over the whole landfy until three in the afternoon.fz 34 And at threega Jesus cried out with a loud voice,"Eloi, Eloi, lemÁgb sabachthÁni?" which is translated,"My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?"gc

				35 When some of those standing there heard this, they said,"Look, He's calling for Elijah!" 36 Someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, fixed it on a reed, offered Him a drink, and said,"Let's see if Elijah comes to take Him down!"

				37 But Jesus let out a loud cry and breathed His last. 38 Then the curtain of the sanctuary was split in two from top to bottom. 39 When the •centurion, who was standing opposite Him, saw the way He gd breathed His last, he said,"This man really was God's Son!"ge  (See Mt #58:More Miraculous Signs.)

				40 There were also women looking on from a distance. Among them were •Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41 When He was in Galilee, they would follow Him and help Him. Many other women had come up with Him to Jerusalem.

				A Principle to Live By - Godly Women

				[image: Getz1053.png]

				#28 We must never overlook or take for granted the significant ministry contributions God designed for committed Christian women.

				As Mark began to conclude his Gospel, he referred three times to women disciples (v. 47; 16:1-10). In fact, in addition to those he named specifically, he also referred to"many other women" who had followed Jesus to Jerusalem. These women were sincere followers of Christ and demonstrated their commitment by ministering to the Savior during His earthly ministry. Luke filled in more details:

				Soon afterward He was traveling from one town and village to another, preaching and telling the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with Him, and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and sicknesses: Mary, called Magdalene (seven demons had come out of her); Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward; Susanna; and many others who were supporting them from their possessions. (Lk 8:1-3) 

				When Jesus was taken captive, all of the apostles fled. However, many women stayed and continued to watch what was happening, though understandably"from a distance" (Mk 15:40). True, compared with the apostles, they would have not been perceived as a significant threat to the religious leaders. However, we must not overlook their boldness, loyalty, and dedication, which definitely reflected their inner strength. 

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways did Paul follow Jesus' model in ministering with godly women in his apostolic church-planting efforts?  (See Rm #34:A Model of Encouragement.)

				

				

	

The Burial of Jesus

				42 When it was already evening, because it was preparation day (that is, the day before the Sabbath), 43 Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Sanhedrin who was himself looking forward to the kingdom of God, came and boldly went in to Pilate and asked for Jesus' body. 44 Pilate was surprised that He was already dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked him whether He had already died. 45 When he found out from the centurion, he gave the corpse to Joseph. 46 After he bought some fine linen, he took Him down and wrapped Him in the linen. Then he placed Him in a tomb cut out of the rock, and rolled a stone against the entrance to the tomb. 47 Now Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses were watching where He was placed.  (See Jn #37:Urgency with Patience.)

				

	

Resurrection Morning

				16 When the Sabbath was over, •Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so they could go and anoint Him. 2 Very early in the morning, on the first day of the week, they went to the tomb at sunrise. 3 They were saying to one another,"Who will roll away the stone from the entrance to the tomb for us?" 4 Looking up, they observed that the stone — which was very large — had been rolled away. 5 When they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a long white robe sitting on the right side; they were amazed and alarmed.

				6 "Don't be alarmed," he told them."You are looking for Jesus the •Nazarene, who was crucified. He has been resurrected! He is not here! See the place where they put Him. 7 But go, tell His disciples and Peter, 'He is going ahead of you to Galilee; you will see Him there just as He told you.'"

				8 So they went out and started running from the tomb, because trembling and astonishment overwhelmed them. And they said nothing to anyone, since they were afraid.

				

	

Appearances of the Risen Lord

				[9 Early on the first day of the week, after He had risen, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had driven seven demons. 10 She went and reported to those who had been with Him, as they were mourning and weeping. 11 Yet, when they heard that He was alive and had been seen by her, they did not believe it. 12 Then after this, He appeared in a different form to two of them walking on their way into the country. 13 And they went and reported it to the rest, who did not believe them either.  (See Lk #51:The Living Word.)

				

	

The Great Commission

				14 Later, He appeared to the Eleven themselves as they were reclining at the table. He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who saw Him after He had been resurrected. 15 Then He said to them,"Go into all the world and preach the gospel to the whole creation. 16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: In My name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new languages; 18 they will pick up snakes;gf if they should drink anything deadly, it will never harm them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will get well."  (See Mt #59:The Great Commission.)

				

	

The Ascension

				19 Then after speaking to them, the Lord Jesus was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. 20 And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word by the accompanying signs.] gg
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				Luke

				Author: Luke

				Date of writing: ca a.d. 60

				

			

Introduction

				This Gospel is a letter from Luke, a physician and historian, to his friend Theophilus, who was likely a Roman Gentile. In it, Luke laid out"in an orderly sequence" what he had"carefully investigated" so that Theophilus could"know the certainty" of the facts about Jesus Christ and the gospel message. Luke, guided by the Holy Spirit, presented a factual account gleaned from the eyewitness reports that were available to him. His historical record is preserved for us, along with those of Matthew, Mark, and John. The testimony of the four Gospels is compelling and the message is undeniable: Jesus was God in the flesh, and He died and rose again to take away our sins.

				Luke teaches us principles of historical apologetics

				

				

				Luke's emphasis was that the good news is for all people—Jews and Gentiles alike. In Luke's narrative of Jesus' birth, Simeon recognized that the infant Jesus would become"a light for revelation to the Gentiles." Jesus preached to people from Tyre and Sidon, ministered to Samaritans, and healed a Roman centurion's slave. When the Jews for the most part rejected Jesus as Messiah, the invitation was extended to all nations. Luke's Gospel sets the stage for the book of Acts, his record of the history of the church's beginnings, where the inclusion of Gentiles in God's plan is confirmed. 

				Luke teaches us principles of impartial evangelism

				

				

				Luke recorded several accounts where Jesus challenged His disciples to give up everything to follow Him—money, vocation, and even family ties. Jesus also promised His followers that they would face persecution, even from their own family members. Salvation 
is a free gift from God, but it cost Jesus His life to give it to us, and it may cost us everything to accept and embrace it. 

				Luke teaches us principles of commitment without reservations

				

				

				Sometimes Christians allow the gospel message to become too familiar. We think of Jesus' miracles the same way we think of special effects in movies. We compare His words to those of other great moral teachers. We take our salvation for granted. We need to meditate on the impact that Jesus had on His audience. Luke notes nine times that people were"amazed" by Jesus and His actions. Those who heard the shepherds' report were amazed, Jesus' parents were amazed, several times the disciples were amazed, and even the religious leaders who opposed Him were amazed at His words. We need to reflect on Jesus regularly to renew our awe at who He was and what He did for us.

				Luke teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			

			
				list of principles in Luke

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

						
								
								1:1-4

							
								
								#1: Written 
Communication

							
								
								We should look for opportunities to use personal letters to help fellow believers develop a more intimate relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:5-38

							
								
								#2: Abiding Faith

							
								
								Even though we may be living godly lives, we must be on guard against the sin of unbelief.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								1:39-45

							
								
								#3: Life at Conception

							
								
								In a day when people are taught that the unborn are not living beings, we must do what we can to expose this terrible deception with biblical truth.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								1:46-80

							
								
								#4: Worshipful Praise

							
								
								As those who have experienced redemption, we should continually praise God for sending the Lord Jesus Christ to be our Savior.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								2:8-20

							
								
								#5: Amazing Grace

							
								
								We should never cease to be awestruck by the redemptive story revealed throughout Scripture.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								2:25-35

							
								
								#6: The Power of Prejudice

							
								
								When we read and hear Scripture, we are to allow the Holy Spirit to penetrate our subjective and prejudicial thinking.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								2:39-52

							
								
								#7: Both God and Man

							
								
								Though Jesus came to earth as the divine Son of God, we are to take comfort in the fact that because of His human nature, He can identify with all of our weaknesses.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								3:1-22

							
								
								#8: Believer's Baptism

							
								
								As believers in the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, we are to be baptized so as to bear witness to our salvation experience.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								3:23-38

							
								
								#9: A Gospel for All

							
								
								We must never compromise the truth that all people—regardless of ethnic backgrounds, social status, race, color, or gender—become spiritually equal when they receive the gift of life through the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								4:1-13

							
								
								#10: Satan's Strategy

							
								
								We must always be on guard against Satan's attacks on our lives, but particularly when we are physically and psychologically vulnerable.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								5:1-11

							
								
								#11: Overcoming Fear

							
								
								We must not allow fear to keep us from obeying Christ's call on our lives to live in His will.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								5:27-32

							
								
								#12: Redemptive Grace

							
								
								We should be thankful that God chooses to use transformed lives to minister to others in special ways.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								6:12-16

							
								
								#13: Leadership 
Appointments

							
								
								When it comes to selecting and appointing key spiritual leaders, significant time should be devoted to prayer.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								6:17-49

							
								
								#14: Divine and Human Creativity

							
								
								We must understand that the Holy Spirit both superintended the writing of Scripture and, at the same time, gave biblical authors freedom to be creative.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								7:36-50

							
								
								#15: Worship from the Heart

							
								
								We should express deep love and gratitude to God because of His gift of salvation to all those who believe and receive His message.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								9:28-36

							
								
								#16: Spiritual Disciplines

							
								
								In our human weaknesses—even as Christians—we must discipline ourselves to think clearly and to respond biblically.

							
								
								16

							
						

						
								
								9:51-56

							
								
								#17: Ministry of 
Compassion

							
								
								In representing the Lord Jesus Christ, we are always to be motivated by love and compassion.

							
								
								17

							
						

						
								
								9:57-62

							
								
								#18: Our Calling in Christ

							
								
								To understand and apply Jesus' teachings, we must distinguish between His calling to the original apostles to follow Him and God's calling to salvation and to live in His will.

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								10:1-24

							
								
								#19: A Witness in this World

							
								
								To walk in the will of God, we must participate in fulfilling Christ's ultimate mission for coming into this world.

							
								
								19

							
						

						
								
								10:25-37

							
								
								#20: Freedom from Prejudice

							
								
								We are to demonstrate the reality of our salvation experience by truly loving God and all human beings.

							
								
								20

							
						

						
								
								10:38-42

							
								
								#21: Worship and Service

							
								
								We should not become so busy serving God that we fail to take time to listen to His message in the Holy Scriptures.

							
								
								21

							
						

						
								
								11:1-13

							
								
								#22: A Model Prayer

							
								
								We are to creatively, boldly, and persistently use Jesus' prayer as a divine outline for our own personal and corporate prayers.

							
								
								22

							
						

						
								
								11:14-23

							
								
								#23: Thinking Clearly

							
								
								No matter how educated we may be, we must be on guard against irrational and inconsistent thinking regarding God's revealed truth.

							
								
								23

							
						

						
								
								11:27-28

							
								
								#24: Obedience

							
								
								Though hearing God's revealed truth is foundational in our spiritual growth, we should make sure we apply this truth in daily living.

							
								
								24

							
						

						
								
								11:37-54

							
								
								#25: Hypocritical Behavior

							
								
								As Christ-followers, we are to avoid engaging in inconsistent behavior.

							
								
								25

							
						

						
								
								12:1-12

							
								
								#26: Steadfastness

							
								
								We are not to allow fear of rejection to keep us from sharing our faith and living consistent Christian lives.

							
								
								26

							
						

						
								
								12:13-21

							
								
								#27: Eternal Investments

							
								
								When God blesses us with material possessions that exceed our personal needs, we are to use our excess wealth to build God's eternal kingdom.

							
								
								27

							
						

						
								
								12:35-48

							
								
								#28: Faithful Leadership

							
								
								All spiritual leaders are to be faithful in carrying out their managing and shepherding responsibilities.

							
								
								28

							
						

						
								
								12:49-53

							
								
								#29: A Difficult Decision

							
								
								Though God's will for families and churches is unity and peace, we must also be aware that the gospel of Jesus Christ calls for a choice that may bring separation and division.

							
								
								29

							
						

						
								
								12:54–13:9

							
								
								#30: True Repentance

							
								
								To experience eternal life and avoid eternal death, we must all repent of our sins and receive God's gift of salvation.

							
								
								30

							
						

						
								
								13:34-35

							
								
								#31: God's Compassion

							
								
								We are to always present a message of hope to all people that God loves them and they can be saved if they respond to His grace.

							
								
								31

							
						

						
								
								14:7-14

							
								
								#32: Humility and 
Generosity

							
								
								To live in God's will, we must demonstrate two basic qualities: humility and generosity.

							
								
								32

							
						

						
								
								14:15-24

							
								
								#33: Good News for All

							
								
								To carry out the Great Commission, we are to share the gospel with all people regardless of their economic status, their physical and mental condition, or their ethnic and religious backgrounds.

							
								
								33

							
						

						
								
								14:25-35

							
								
								#34: Dedicated 
Discipleship

							
								
								To be a dedicated believer, we must always make our commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ a priority over all other relationships as well as over our material possessions.

							
								
								34

							
						

						
								
								15:1-32

							
								
								#35: The Lost is Found

							
								
								We are to rejoice and celebrate whenever an unsaved person repents and becomes a member of God's eternal family.

							
								
								35

							
						

						
								
								16:1-15

							
								
								#36: Treasures in Heaven

							
								
								When making decisions as they relate to our material possessions, we should do so with a perspective on eternity.

							
								
								36

							
						

						
								
								16:19-31

							
								
								#37: Loving Money

							
								
								If we are blessed with wealth, we must not allow it to harden our hearts and to cause us to miss God's gift of eternal salvation.

							
								
								37

							
						

						
								
								17:11-19

							
								
								#38: Redeeming Grace

							
								
								We should encourage unbelievers to thank God for His common grace that He has bestowed on all humanity.

							
								
								38

							
						

						
								
								18:1-8

							
								
								#39: Persistent Prayer

							
								
								When we face difficult circumstances that are beyond our control, we are to keep asking God for His divine help.

							
								
								39

							
						

						
								
								18:9-14

							
								
								#40: Humility in Prayer

							
								
								We are always to approach God with a spirit of humility, knowing it is only by His grace we can enter His holy presence.

							
								
								40

							
						

						
								
								18:31-34

							
								
								#41: Selective Beliefs

							
								
								We should make sure we do not have spiritual blind spots that cause us to use the Christian faith as a means to honor ourselves.

							
								
								41

							
						

						
								
								19:1-10

							
								
								#42: Universal Grace

							
								
								We must never forget Jesus' primary mission: to provide salvation for all people.

							
								
								42

							
						

						
								
								19:11-27

							
								
								#43: God's Unfolding Revelation

							
								
								To understand God's redemptive plan as it relates to both the nation of Israel and the church, we must carefully follow the unfolding story throughout Scripture.

							
								
								43

							
						

						
								
								19:41-44

							
								
								#44: Christ's 
Compassionate Love

							
								
								Though Jesus Christ will someday serve as a righteous judge, we must remember that He came to earth the first time because He is a loving and caring Savior.

							
								
								44

							
						

						
								
								22:1-6

							
								
								#45: Spiritual 
Qualifications

							
								
								When selecting key leaders in the church, we must take seriously the qualifications outlined in Scripture.

							
								
								45

							
						

						
								
								22:7-20

							
								
								#46: The Lord's Supper

							
								
								As we remember the death of the Lord Jesus Christ, we are to use the freedom God has given us to make this a meaningful memorial experience in our particular cultural situation.

							
								
								46

							
						

						
								
								22:21-27

							
								
								#47: Reflecting Unity

							
								
								When we remember and proclaim Jesus' death with a communion meal, we are to be committed to creating unity in the church.

							
								
								47

							
						

						
								
								22:28-34

							
								
								#48: Satanic Attacks

							
								
								No matter how significant our position in the church, we are to be on guard against Satan's efforts to destroy us.

							
								
								48

							
						

						
								
								22:66–23:12

							
								
								#49: God's Sovereignty

							
								
								Even when evil leaders engage in terrible acts of violence in order to achieve their own selfish goals, we are to acknowledge God's overall sovereign control over events in history.

							
								
								49

							
						

						
								
								23:32-43

							
								
								#50: Our Eternal Hope

							
								
								When we face physical death, as believers we are to be assured that we will immediately be with Jesus Christ in heaven.

							
								
								50

							
						

						
								
								24:13-35

							
								
								#51: The Living Word

							
								
								When we study the Scriptures and hear them taught and explained, we should respond with deep feelings of gratitude, especially as they reveal the living Christ.

							
								
								51

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Luke

				The Dedication to Theophilus

				1 Many have undertaken to compile a narrative about the events that have been fulfilleda among us, 2 just as the original eyewitnesses and servants of the word handed them down to us. 3 It also seemed good to me, since I have carefully investigated everything from the very first, to write to you in an orderly sequence, most honorable Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the certainty of the things about which you have been instructed.b

				A Principle to Live By - Written Communication

				[image: Getz1054.png]

				#1 We should look for opportunities to use personal letters to help fellow believers develop a more intimate relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

				In many respects, this Gospel represents a personal letter to a man whom Luke addressed as the"most honorable Theophilus." Though we know very little about this individual, he was probably a Gentile, perhaps a high-ranking official in the Roman government. Evidently, he was a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ—not just a seeker—but a man who needed a lot of encouragement in terms of spiritual growth. It appears he may have still had some theological questions about Jesus. Luke wanted Theophilus to"know the certainty of the things" he had been taught about Christianity. The term know indicates more than just intellectual assent; it is a deep, abiding assurance of the heart (v. 4). Luke wanted his knowledge of Christ to be experiential. 

				Nevertheless, like all of the letters in the New Testament, Luke's Gospel demonstrates the impact and importance of written correspondence to help Christians mature in their faith. For example, when Paul received a report from Timothy that the believers in Thessalonica were confused about what happens to Christians before Christ comes again, he wrote a letter to clarify the issue—along with other teachings to help them continue to more and more reflect faith, hope, and love in their relationships with one another and their unsaved neighbors and friends.  (See 1Th #1:Models of Maturity; 1Th #5: Follow-up Communication.)

				Reflection and Response

				How have personal letters encouraged you in your walk with Christ and how can you do the same for others?

				

				

	

Gabriel Predicts John's Birth

				5 In the days of King •Herod of Judea, there was a priest of Abijah's division named Zechariah. His wife was from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 Both were righteous in God's sight, living without blame according to all the commands and requirements of the Lord. 7 But they had no childrenc because Elizabeth could not conceive,d and both of them were well along in years.e

				8 When his division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, 9 it happened that he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and burn incense. 10 At the hour of incense the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. 11 An angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing to the right of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and overcome with fear.f 13 But the angel said to him:

				

				Do not be afraid, Zechariah,

				because your prayer has been heard.

				Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son,

				and you will name him John.

				14 There will be joy and delight for you,

				and many will rejoice at his birth.

				15 For he will be great in the sight of the Lord

				and will never drink wine or beer.

				He will be filled with the Holy Spirit

				while still in his mother's womb.

				16 He will turn many of the sons of Israel

				to the Lord their God.

				17 And he will go before Him

				in the spirit and power of Elijah,

				to turn the hearts of fathers

				to their children,

				and the disobedient

				to the understanding of the righteous,

				to make ready for the Lord a prepared people.

				

				18 "How can I know this?" Zechariah asked the angel."For I am an old man, and my wife is well along in years."g

				19 The angel answered him,"I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and tell you this good news. 20 Now listen! You will become silent and unable to speak until the day these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their proper time."

				21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah, amazed that he stayed so long in the sanctuary. 22 When he did come out, he could not speak to them. Then they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept making signs to them and remained speechless. 23 When the days of his ministry were completed, he went back home.

				24 After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived and kept herself in seclusion for five months. She said, 25 "The Lord has done this for me. He has looked with favor in these days to take away my disgrace among the people."

				

	

Gabriel Predicts Jesus' Birth

				26 In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin •engaged to a man named Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28 And the angel came to her and said,"Rejoice, favored woman! The Lord is with you." h 29 But she was deeply troubled by this statement, wondering what kind of greeting this could be. 30 Then the angel told her:

				

				Do not be afraid, Mary,

				for you have found favor with God.

				31 Now listen:

				You will conceive and give birth to a son,

				and you will call His name Jesus.

				32 He will be great

				and will be called the Son of the Most High,

				and the Lord God will give Him

				the throne of His father David.

				33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever,

				and His kingdom will have no end.

				

				34 Mary asked the angel,"How can this be, since I have not been intimate with a man?"i

				35 The angel replied to her:

				

				"The Holy Spirit will come upon you,

				and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.

				Therefore, the holy One to be born

				will be called the Son of God.

				

				36 And consider your relative Elizabeth — even she has conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called childless. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God."

				38 "I am the Lord's •slave,"j said Mary."May it be done to me according to your word." Then the angel left her.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Abiding Faith

				[image: Getz1055.png]

				#2 Even though we may be living godly lives, we must be on guard against the sin of unbelief.

				Luke recorded two stories that are very similar in some respects and yet very different, particularly in the way Zechariah and Mary responded to God's message through the angel Gabriel. Even though Zechariah was a righteous priest, who along with his godly wife had prayed for a son, when he was told his prayer had been answered, Zechariah failed to believe God. 

				On the other hand, when Gabriel appeared to a young unmarried peasant girl named Mary and revealed to her that she was going to give birth to the Son of God, she simply raised a legitimate question, but did not doubt. Consider the contrast:

				
						Zechariah was married—Mary was single.

						Zechariah was a righteous, God-fearing priest—Mary had no religious position.

						Zechariah had prayed for a son—Mary had not.

				

				The one who had every reason to doubt God's Word, believed. The one who should have believed, doubted.

				Reflection and Response

				Can you think of a time in your life when you had every advantage in believing God's Word and yet you failed? Why might that have happened?

				

				

	

Mary's Visit to Elizabeth

				39 In those days Mary set out and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judah 40 where she entered Zechariah's house and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped inside her,k and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 Then she exclaimed with a loud cry:

				

				"You are the most blessed of women,

				and your child will be blessed!l

				

				43 How could this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 For you see, when the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby leaped for joy inside me!m 45 She who has believed is blessed because what was spoken to her by the Lord will be fulfilled!"

				A Principle to Live By - Life at Conception
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				#3 In a day when people are taught that the unborn are not living beings, we must do what we can to expose this terrible deception with biblical truth.

				Both Elizabeth's and Mary's pregnancies demonstrate dramatically that life begins at conception. Reflect carefully on what happened when Mary greeted Elizabeth. John, who was just entering his sixth month in the womb, recognized the presence and the divine identity of Jesus in Mary's womb just a few days after He had been conceived. Elizabeth also called John her"baby" (v. 44), a word used to describe life from conception in the womb through birth and infancy (2:16; 18:15; Ac 7:19).

				True, both of these pregnancies had a supernatural element. Elizabeth became pregnant through normal means, even though she was barren. Mary, of course, experienced a far greater miracle. Apart from normal means, she conceived Jesus by the Holy Spirit. However, both were mothers in a very natural sense, and the babies both went through the same natural process of prenatal development as any other human being.  (
 
				Reflection and Response

				In what ways do David's reflections regarding his prenatal experience support the fact that life begins at conception? (See Ps 139:13-16.) 

				

				

	

Mary's Praise

				46 And Mary said:

				

				My soul proclaims the greatness ofn the Lord,

				47 and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior,

				48 because He has looked with favor

				on the humble condition of His slave.

				Surely, from now on all generations

				will call me blessed,

				49 because the Mighty One

				has done great things for me,

				and His name is holy.

				50 His mercy is from generation to generation

				on those who fear Him.

				51 He has done a mighty deed with His arm;

				He has scattered the proud

				because of the thoughts of their hearts;

				52 He has toppled the mighty from their thrones

				and exalted the lowly.

				53 He has satisfied the hungry with good things

				and sent the rich away empty.

				54 He has helped His servant Israel,

				mindful of His mercy,

				55 just as He spoke to our ancestors,

				to Abraham and his descendantso forever.

				

				56 And Mary stayed with her about three months; then she returned to her home.

				

	

The Birth and Naming of John

				57 Now the time had come for Elizabeth to give birth, and she had a son. 58 Then her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her His great mercy,p and they rejoiced with her.

				59 When they came to circumcise the child on the eighth day, they were going to name him Zechariah, after his father. 60 But his mother responded,"No! He will be called John."

				61 Then they said to her,"None of your relatives has that name." 62 So they motioned to his father to find out what he wanted him to be called. 63 He asked for a writing tablet and wrote:

				HIS NAME IS JOHN.

				And they were all amazed. 64 Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue set free, and he began to speak, praising God. 65 Fear came on all those who lived around them, and all these things were being talked about throughout the hill country of Judea. 66 All who heard about him took it to heart, saying,"What then will this child become?" For, indeed, the Lord's hand was with him.

				

	

Zechariah's Prophecy

				67 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied:

				

				68 Praise the Lord, the God of Israel,

				because He has visited

				and provided •redemption for His people.

				69 He has raised up a •horn of salvation for us

				in the house of His servant David,

				70 just as He spoke by the mouth

				of His holy prophets in ancient times;

				71 salvation from our enemies

				and from the clutchesq of those who hate us.

				

				72 He has dealt mercifully with our fathers

				and remembered His holy covenant —

				73 the oath that He swore to our father Abraham.

				He has given us the privilege,

				74 since we have been rescued

				from our enemies' clutches,r

				to serve Him without fear

				75 in holiness and righteousness

				in His presence all our days.

				76 And child, you will be called

				a prophet of the Most High,

				for you will go before the Lord

				to prepare His ways,

				77 to give His people knowledge of salvation

				through the forgiveness of their sins.

				78 Because of our God's merciful compassion,

				the Dawn from on high will visit us

				79 to shine on those who live in darkness

				and the shadow of death,

				to guide our feet into the way of peace.

				

				80 The child grew up and became spiritually strong, and he was in the wilderness until the day of his public appearance to Israel.

				A Principle to Live By - Worshipful Praise

				[image: Getz1057.png]

				#4 As those who have experienced redemption, we should continually praise God for sending the Lord Jesus Christ to be our Savior.

				Both Mary and Zechariah model praise as a very important aspect of worship. Though neither understood fully how"all the peoples on earth will be blessed through" Abraham's offspring (Gn 12:3), they responded to what related directly to them at that moment—that they would share in the Abrahamic covenant as it related to Israel (Lk 1:54,72; Gn 12:1-2). (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				When Paul and the other New Testament apostles and prophets eventually received additional revelation from God, they understood that the church was designed for both Jews and Gentiles who would become the living temple of God. Paul introduced his letter to the Ephesians with a prayer of praise:

				Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavens. . . . We have redemption in Him through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace that He lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. (Eph 1:3,7-8)  (See Eph #2:Our Position in Christ.)

				Later, Paul clarified that both Jews and Gentiles are recipients of these blessings (Eph 2:17-18).

				Reflection and Response

				How can we creatively use the prayers of the Bible in our own worship experiences, both personally and corporately?  (See 2Sm #4:Praying in God's Will.)

				

				

	

The Birth of Jesus

				2 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole empires should be registered. 2 This first registration took place whilet Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So everyone went to be registered, each to his own town.

				4 And Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family line of David, 5 to be registered along with Mary, who was •engaged to him u and was pregnant. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 Then she gave birth to her firstborn Son, and she wrapped Him snugly in cloth and laid Him in a feeding trough — because there was no room for them at the lodging place.  (See Mc #5:Our Great Shepherd.)

				

	

The Shepherds and the Angels

				8 In the same region, shepherds were staying out in the fields and keeping watch at night over their flock. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood beforev them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.w 10 But the angel said to them,"Don't be afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people:x 11 Today a Savior, who is •Messiah the Lord, was born for you in the city of David. 12 This will be the sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in cloth and lying in a feeding trough."

				13 Suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying:

				

				14 Glory to God in the highest heaven,

				and peace on earth to people He favors! y, z

				

				15 When the angels had left them and returned to heaven, the shepherds said to one another,"Let's go straight to Bethlehem and see what has happened, which the Lord has made known to us."

				16 They hurried off and found both Mary and Joseph, and the baby who was lying in the feeding trough. 17 After seeing them, they reported the message they were told about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary was treasuring up all these thingsaa in her heart and meditating on them. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had seen and heard, just as they had been told.

				

				

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Amazing Grace
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				#5 We should never cease to be awestruck by the redemptive story revealed throughout 
Scripture.

				Luke often used the word translated"amazed" to describe the emotional reactions to the events in the life of Jesus Christ. When His birth was announced, the shepherds were at first terrified at what they experienced on the Judean hillsides (v. 9). Later, they shared what they had witnessed in Bethlehem, and Luke recorded that"all who heard it were amazed" (v. 18). 

				This emotional reaction continued as Jesus revealed who He really was and is:

				
						"His father and mother were amazed at what was being said about Him" by Simeon (v. 33).

						The people in His hometown, Nazareth, were initially"amazed by the gracious words that came from His mouth" (4:22). 

						After He calmed the storm, Jesus' disciples were both"fearful and amazed" (8:25).

						When Jesus healed the demon-possessed man,"everyone was amazed at all the things He was doing" (9:43; 11:14). 

						A Pharisee"was amazed" that Jesus didn't"perform the ritual washing before dinner" (11:38).

						The religious leaders were"amazed" at Jesus' answers to their questions that were designed to trap Him (20:26). 

						Peter was"amazed" when he saw the empty tomb (24:12).

						The disciples were"amazed" when they saw the scars in His hands and feet after the resurrection (24:40-41). 

				

				Reflection and Response

				How can we keep this amazing story of God's grace and redemption from becoming merely factual and ritualistic repetition in our own worship experiences?

				

				

	

The Circumcision and Presentation of Jesus

				21 When the eight days were completed for His circumcision, He was named Jesus — the name given by the angel before He was conceived.ab 22 And when the days of their purification according to the law of Moses were finished, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord 23 (just as it is written in the law of the Lord: Every firstborn maleac will be dedicatedad to the Lordae) 24 and to offer a sacrifice (according to what is stated in the law of the Lord: a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeonsaf).

				

	

Simeon's Prophetic Praise

				25 There was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous and devout, looking forward to Israel's consolation, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he saw the Lord's Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, he enteredag the •temple complex. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to perform for Him what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took Him up in his arms, praised God, and said:

				

				29 Now, Master,

				You can dismiss Your •slave in peace,

				as You promised.

				30 For my eyes have seen Your salvation.

				31 You have prepared it

				in the presence of all peoples —

				32 a light for revelation to the Gentilesah

				and glory to Your people Israel.

				

				33 His father and mother ai were amazed at what was being said about Him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and told His mother Mary:"Indeed, this child is destined to cause the fall and rise of many in Israel and to be a sign that will be opposedaj — 35 and a sword will pierce your own soul — that the thoughtsak of many hearts may be revealed."

				A Principle to Live By - The Power of Prejudice
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				#6 When we read and hear Scripture, we are to allow the Holy Spirit to penetrate our subjective and prejudicial thinking.

				Though Jesus definitely came first to His own people, the Holy Spirit made it clear shortly after Jesus' birth that God's future plan included both Jews and Gentiles (Jn 1:11-13). We see this in Simeon's prophetic words. Jesus was to be"a light for revelation to the Gentiles" as well as"glory to [His] people Israel" (Lk 2:32). Being a Gentile himself, Luke developed this theme throughout his Gospel. 

				We're not sure when Mary and Joseph really grasped this wonderful truth in Simeon's message. The facts are that most Jews did not understand what Jesus meant when He later said that there were"other sheep that are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will listen to My voice" (Jn 10:16). Even the apostle Peter did not understand this great truth for at least five years after the church was born. It took a vision from heaven and an experience in the home of the Gentile Cornelius to clarify this theological issue.  (See Jn #21:Oneness in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is prejudice sometimes difficult to discern in our lives?

				

				

	

Anna's Testimony

				36 There was also a prophetess, Anna, a daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well along in years,al having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage,am 37 and was a widow for 84 years.an She did not leave the temple complex, serving God night and day with fasting and prayers. 38 At that very moment,ao she came up and began to thank God and to speak about Him to all who were looking forward to the •redemption of Jerusalem. ap

				

	

The Family's Return to Nazareth

				39 When they had completed everything according to the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 The boy grew up and became strong, filled with wisdom, and God's grace was on Him.

				

	

In His Father's House

				41 Every year His parents traveled to Jerusalem for the •Passover Festival. 42 When He was 12 years old, they went up according to the custom of the festival. 43 After those days were over, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but His parents aq did not know it. 44 Assuming He was in the traveling party, they went a day's journey. Then they began looking for Him among their relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for Him. 46 After three days, they found Him in the temple complex sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all those who heard Him were astounded at His understanding and His answers. 48 When His parents saw Him, they were astonished, and His mother said to Him,"Son, why have You treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for You."

				49 "Why were you searching for Me?" He asked them."Didn't you know that I had to be in My Father's house?"ar 50 But they did not understand what He said to them.

				

	

In Favor with God and with People

				51 Then He went down with them and came to Nazareth and was obedient to them. His mother kept all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and with people.

				A Principle to Live By - Both God and Man
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				#7 Though Jesus came to earth as the divine Son of God, we are to take comfort in the fact that because of His human nature, He can identify with all of our weaknesses. 

				Even though Jesus was the Son of God, He grew and developed like every other normal human being. This, of course, is a divine mystery. How could Jesus be truly God and at the same time truly man? Even more amazing, how could He be truly human as a child growing into adulthood and yet be truly God as He developed in every stage of life? 

				We have no authentic record of Jesus' years between birth and age twelve. However, in this event in Jerusalem, it's clear Jesus already understood His mission and who His true Father was. As a young adolescent, He already reflected divine wisdom. 

				But the mystery becomes even more astounding when we're told that Jesus submitted to His parent's authority and continued to increase"in wisdom [intellectual development] and stature [physical development], and in favor with God [spiritual development] and with people [social development]" (v. 52). To add even more complexity and mystery to Jesus' life on earth, we must not forget that during this process He was tempted and tested in every way as we all are, and yet without sin, which has enabled Him to serve as our high priest who can identify with all of our human experiences (Heb 4:15). The author of Hebrews adds,

				Therefore let us approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us at the proper time. (Heb 4:16)  (See Heb #8:Our Great High Priest.)

				Reflection and Response

				How should Jesus' human development impact and encourage all ages—children, youth, and adults?  
(See 2Ch #34:The Potential of Youth.)

				

				

	

The Messiah's Herald

				3 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, while Pontius •Pilate was governor of Judea, •Herod was tetrarchas of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Iturea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, God's word came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the vicinity of the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentanceat for the forgiveness of sins, 4 as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah:

				

				A voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

				Prepare the way for the Lord;

				make His paths straight!

				5 Every valley will be filled,

				and every mountain and hill will be made low;au

				the crooked will become straight,

				the rough ways smooth,

				6 and everyoneav will see the salvation of God.aw  (See Is #26:Spiritual Preparation.)

				

				7 He then said to the crowds who came out to be baptized by him,"Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore produce fruit consistent with repentance. And don't start saying to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father,' for I tell you that God is able to raise up children for Abraham from these stones! 9 Even now the ax is ready to strikeax the root of the trees! Therefore, every tree that doesn't produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire."

				10 "What then should we do?" the crowds were asking him.

				11 He replied to them,"The one who has two shirtsay must share with someone who has none, and the one who has food must do the same."

				12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized, and they asked him,"Teacher, what should we do?"

				13 He told them,"Don't collect any more than what you have been authorized."

				14 Some soldiers also questioned him:"What should we do?"

				He said to them,"Don't take money from anyone by force or false accusation; be satisfied with your wages."

				15 Now the people were waiting expectantly, and all of them were debating in their mindsaz whether John might be the •Messiah. 16 John answered them all,"I baptize you withba water, but One is coming who is more powerful than I. I am not worthy to untie the strap of His sandals. He will baptize you withbb the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing shovel is in His hand to clear His threshing floor and gather the wheat into His barn, but the chaff He will burn up with a fire that never goes out." 18 Then, along with many other exhortations, he proclaimed good news to the people. 19 But Herod the tetrarch, being rebuked by him about Herodias, his brother's wife, and about all the evil things Herod had done, 20 added this to everything else — he locked John up in prison.

				

	

The Baptism of Jesus

				21 When all the people were baptized, Jesus also was baptized. As He was praying, heaven opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on Him in a physical appearance like a dove. And a voice came from heaven:

				

				You are My beloved Son.

				I take delight in You!

				A Principle to Live By - Believer's Baptism

				[image: Getz1061.png]

				#8 As believers in the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, we are to be baptized so as to bear witness to our salvation experience.

				In Matthew's parallel account, we focused on the concept of repentance.  (See Mt #4:The Message of Repentance, p. 1286.)  John baptized those who had repented of their sins and who were anticipating the coming of the Messiah. He then baptized Jesus to reveal the Son of God to Israel. Following Christ's death, resurrection, and ascension, all believers are to be baptized to testify that through repentance and faith they have died with Christ and have been resurrected to a new life.  (See Ac #16: Biblical Evidence.)

				Reflection and Response

				After you became a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, were you obedient to Christ's command to be baptized? (See Mt 28:19-20.)

				

				

	

The Genealogy of Jesus Christ

				23 As He began His ministry, Jesus was about 30 years old and was thought to be the 

				

				son of Joseph, son of Heli,

				24 son of Matthat, son of Levi,

				son of Melchi, son of Jannai,

				son of Joseph, 25 son of Mattathias,

				son of Amos, son of Nahum,

				son of Esli, son of Naggai,

				26 son of Maath, son of Mattathias,

				son of Semein, son of Josech,

				son of Joda, 27 son of Joanan,

				son of Rhesa, son of Zerubbabel,

				son of Shealtiel, son of Neri,

				28 son of Melchi, son of Addi,

				son of Cosam, son of Elmadam,

				son of Er, 29 son of Joshua,

				son of Eliezer, son of Jorim,

				son of Matthat, son of Levi,

				30 son of Simeon, son of Judah,

				son of Joseph, son of Jonam,

				son of Eliakim, 31 son of Melea,

				son of Menna, son of Mattatha,

				son of Nathan, son of David,

				32 son of Jesse, son of Obed,

				son of Boaz, son of Salmon, bc

				son of Nahshon, 33 son of Amminadab,

				son of Ram, bd son of Hezron,

				son of Perez, son of Judah,

				34 son of Jacob, son of Isaac,

				son of Abraham, son of Terah,

				son of Nahor, 35 son of Serug,

				son of Reu, son of Peleg,

				son of Eber, son of Shelah,

				36 son of Cainan, son of Arphaxad,

				son of Shem, son of Noah,

				son of Lamech, 37 son of Methuselah,

				son of Enoch, son of Jared,

				son of Mahalaleel, son of Cainan,

				38 son of Enos, son of Seth,

				son of Adam, son of God.

				A Principle to Live By - A Gospel for All

				[image: Getz1062.png]

				#9 We must never compromise the truth that all people—regardless of ethnic backgrounds, social status, race, color, or gender—become spiritually equal when they receive the gift of life through the Lord Jesus Christ.

				When Matthew recorded his Gospel, he focused on Christ's coming to offer salvation to the children of Israel. His written record is distinctly Jewish in nature. However, Luke focused on God's redemptive plan for the whole world. Since Matthew was a Jew and Luke was a Gentile, it's logical that the Holy Spirit would interject this human element into the divine process in order to represent these two distinct but overlapping perspectives. In other words, both authors tell the whole story but with different emphases. 

				We see this different focus from the very beginning of each Gospel. Matthew began his genealogical record with Abraham and takes us up to Joseph, whereas Luke begins with Joseph and takes us all the way back to Adam, who was created by God in His image. Consequently, Luke's genealogy connects Jesus Christ with all human beings from God's original creation.

				Unfortunately, Adam and Eve disobeyed God and plunged the whole world into sin. However, the good news is that Jesus Christ came to provide redemption for our sins, if indeed we will receive the gift of salvation. As Paul wrote to the Romans,

				Since by the one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive the overflow of grace and the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 
(Rm 5:17)  (See Rm #9:God's Saving Grace.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways do Paul's words to the Galatians verify that all believers are equal in Christ?  (See Gl #6:Unity in Christ.)

				

				

	

The Temptation of Jesus

				4 Then Jesus returned from the Jordan, full of the Holy Spirit, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness 2 for 40 days to be tempted by the Devil. He ate nothing during those days, and when they were over,be He was hungry. 3 The Devil said to Him,"If You are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread."

				4 But Jesus answered him,"It is written: Man must not live on bread alone."bf, bg

				5 So he took Him up bh and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 6 The Devil said to Him,"I will give You their splendor and all this authority, because it has been given over to me, and I can give it to anyone I want. 7 If You, then, will worship me,bi all will be Yours."

				8 And Jesus answered him, bj"It is written:

				

				Worship the Lord your God,

				and serve Him only."bk

				

				9 So he took Him to Jerusalem, had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him,"If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here. 10 For it is written:

				

				He will give His angels orders concerning you,

				to protect you,bl 11 and

				they will support you with their hands,

				so that you will not strike

				your foot against a stone."bm

				

				12 And Jesus answered him,"It is said: Do not test the Lord your God."bn

				13 After the Devil had finished every temptation, he departed from Him for a time.

				A Principle to Live By - Satan's Strategy
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				#10 We must always be on guard against Satan's attacks on our lives, but particularly when we are physically and psychologically vulnerable.

				In Matthew's account of Christ's temptation in the wilderness, we focused on the power of Scripture in defeating Satan. Mark's record of this event helps us understand how this experience prepared Jesus to be our great high priest. In Luke, we can see how Satan takes advantage of our weaknesses.  (See Mt #5:The Power of Scripture.)

				Jesus continually encountered Satan's opposition throughout His ministry. Consequently, we're not sure what Luke was describing by reporting that after Satan tempted Jesus,"he departed from Him for a time" (Lk 4:13). However, we do know from other events and explanations in Scripture that Satan travels throughout the earth and the heavens,"prowling around like a roaring lion, looking for anyone he can devour" (1Pt 5:8; see also Jb 1:7; Eph 6:12).  (See 1Pt #12:Resisting Satan.)

				There's no question Satan looks for opportunities to attack both believers and non-believers, particularly during times of weakness and vulnerability. This is certainly illustrated in this event in Jesus' life. Satan made his move when Jesus was physically weak—hungry after a 40-day fast. 

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the weak moments in our own lives when Satan and his evil cohorts may attack us as believers?

				

				

	

Ministry in Galilee

				14 Then Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about Him spread throughout the entire vicinity. 15 He was teaching in their •synagogues, being acclaimedbo by everyone.

				

	

Rejection at Nazareth

				16 He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. As usual, He entered the synagogue on the Sabbath day and stood up to read. 17 The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to Him, and unrolling the scroll, He found the place where it was written:

				

				18 The Spirit of the Lord is on Me,

				because He has anointed Me

				to preach good news to the poor.

				He has sent Mebp

				to proclaim freedombq to the captives

				and recovery of sight to the blind,

				to set free the oppressed,

				19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.br  (See Is #44:The Day of Grace.)

				

				20 He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. And the eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 He began by saying to them,"Today as you listen, this Scripture has been fulfilled."

				22 They were all speaking well of Himbs and were amazed by the gracious words that came from His mouth, yet they said,"Isn't this Joseph's son?"

				23 Then He said to them,"No doubt you will quote this proverbbt to Me: 'Doctor, heal yourself. So all we've heard that took place in Capernaum, do here in Your hometown also.'"

				24 He also said,"•I assure you: No prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25 But I say to you, there were certainly many widows in Israel in Elijah's days, when the sky was shut up for three years and six months while a great famine came over all the land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them — but to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27 And in the prophet Elisha's time, there were many in Israel who had serious skin diseases, yet not one of them was healedbu — only Naaman the Syrian."

				28 When they heard this, everyone in the synagogue was enraged. 29 They got up, drove Him out of town, and brought Him to the edgebv of the hill that their town was built on, intending to hurl Him over the cliff. 30 But He passed right through the crowd and went on His way.  (See Mt #34: Rejection.)

				

	

Driving Out an Unclean Spirit

				31 Then He went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and was teaching them on the Sabbath. 32 They were astonished at His teaching because His message had authority. 33 In the synagogue there was a man with an •unclean demonic spirit who cried out with a loud voice, 34 "Leave us alone!bw What do You have to do with us,bx Jesus — •Nazarene? Have You come to destroy us? I know who You are — the Holy One of God!"

				35 But Jesus rebuked him and said,"Be quiet and come out of him!"

				And throwing him down before them, the demon came out of him without hurting him at all. 36 Amazement came over them all, and they kept saying to one another,"What is this message? For He commands the unclean spirits with authority and power, and they come out!" 37 And news about Him began to go out to every place in the vicinity.

				

	

Healings at Capernaum

				38 After He left the synagogue, He entered Simon's house. Simon's mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked Him about her. 39 So He stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. She got up immediately and began to serve them.

				40 When the sun was setting, all those who had anyone sick with various diseases brought them to Him. As He laid His hands on each one of them, He would heal them. 41 Also, demons were coming out of many, shouting and saying,"You are the Son of God!" But He rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew He was the •Messiah.

				

	

Preaching in Galilee

				42 When it was day, He went out and made His way to a deserted place. But the crowds were searching for Him. They came to Him and tried to keep Him from leaving them. 43 But He said to them,"I must proclaim the good news about the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because I was sent for this purpose." 44 And He was preaching in the synagogues of Galilee. by  (See Mk #2:Renewing Our Strength.)

				

	

The First Disciples

				5 As the crowd was pressing in on Jesus to hear God's word, He was standing by Lake Gennesaret. 2 He saw two boats at the edge of the lake;bz the fishermen had left them and were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, which belonged to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from the land. Then He sat down and was teaching the crowds from the boat.

				4 When He had finished speaking, He said to Simon,"Put out into deep water and let downca your nets for a catch."

				5 "Master," Simon replied,"we've worked hard all night long and caught nothing! But at Your word, I'll let down the nets." cb

				6 When they did this, they caught a great number of fish, and their nets cc began to tear. 7 So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them; they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.

				8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus' knees and said,"Go away from me, because I'm a sinful man, Lord!" 9 For he and all those with him were amazedcd at the catch of fish they took, 10 and so were James and John, Zebedee's sons, who were Simon's partners.

				"Don't be afraid," Jesus told Simon."From now on you will be catching people!" 11 Then they brought the boats to land, left everything, and followed Him.

				A Principle to Live By - Overcoming Fear

				[image: Getz1064.png]

				#11 We must not allow fear to keep us from obeying Christ's call on our lives to live in His will. 

				To understand this event, we must remind ourselves that Jesus had encountered Peter some months earlier after his brother, Andrew, had become a disciple of John the Baptist. At that time, Jesus changed his original name from Simon to Peter, meaning"Rock" (Jn 1:40-42). 

				After John was imprisoned by Herod, Jesus began His ministry in Galilee. The four fishermen mentioned in this passage had probably often heard Jesus teach on the seashore while going about their business. In fact, according to Mark's account, Jesus had called these men to leave their fishing business and to become His disciples before this miraculous catch of fish recorded by Luke (Mt 4:18-22; Mk 1:16-20). However, it seems they must have hesitated, which is understandable from a human point of view. After all, they probably had a good income and families to support. 

				Since Peter was apparently the primary leader in this business and the other men were his associates, it would be logical that he was the driving force in resisting Jesus' invitation—perhaps motivated by fear. This would explain Jesus' exhortation to Peter,"Don't be afraid" (Lk 5:10). When Peter acknowledged his sinfulness before the other men, it evidently impacted his brother Andrew and his business associates, James and John. This miraculous event became the catalyst that led to their decision to devote full time to following Jesus in order to"fish for people."  (See Mt #6:Dedicated Discipleship.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can fear keep us from committing ourselves to live in God's will (Rm 12:1-2)? 

				

				

	

A Man Cleansed

				12 While He was in one of the towns, a man was there who had a serious skin disease all over him. He saw Jesus, fell facedown, and begged Him:"Lord, if You are willing, You can make me •clean."

				13 Reaching out His hand, He touched him, saying,"I am willing; be made clean," and immediately the disease left him. 14 Then He ordered him to tell no one:"But go and show yourself to the priest, and offer what Moses prescribed for your cleansing as a testimony to them."

				15 But the newsce about Him spread even more, and large crowds would come together to hear Him and to be healed of their sicknesses. 16 Yet He often withdrew to deserted places and prayed.

				

	

The Son of Man Forgives and Heals

				17 On one of those days while He was teaching, •Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea, and also from Jerusalem. And the Lord's power to heal was in Him. 18 Just then some men came, carrying on a mat a man who was paralyzed. They tried to bring him in and set him down before Him. 19 Since they could not find a way to bring him in because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on the mat through the roof tiles into the middle of the crowd before Jesus.

				20 Seeing their faith He said,"Friend,cf your sins are forgiven you."

				21 Then the •scribes and the Pharisees began to think:"Who is this man who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?"

				22 But perceiving their thoughts, Jesus replied to them,"Why are you thinking this in your hearts?cg 23 Which is easier: to say, 'Your sins are forgiven you,' or to say, 'Get up and walk'? 24 But so you may know that the •Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins" — He told the paralyzed man,"I tell you: Get up, pick up your mat, and go home."

				25 Immediately he got up before them, picked up what he had been lying on, and went home glorifying God. 26 Then everyone was astounded, and they were giving glory to God. And they were filled with awe and said,"We have seen incredible things today!"  (See Mk #3:Physical Healing.)

				

	

The Call of Matthew

				27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector named Levi sitting at the tax office, and He said to him,"Follow Me!" 28 So, leaving everything behind, he got up and began to follow Him.

				

	

Dining with Sinners

				29 Then Levi hosted a grand banquet for Him at his house. Now there was a large crowd of tax collectors and others who were guestsch with them. 30 But the Pharisees and their scribes were complaining to His disciples,"Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?"

				31 Jesus replied to them,"The healthy don't need a doctor, but the sick do. 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance."

				A Principle to Live By - Redemptive Grace

				#12 We should be thankful that God chooses to use transformed lives to minister to others in special ways.  (See Mt #23:Witnessing for Christ.)

				[image: Getz1065.png]

				In looking at this event as recorded by Matthew, we focused on being a witness in the world without compromising biblical values. Remember that Matthew and Levi are the same person. Here in Luke, this principle focuses on God's calling as it relates to Matthew's former vocation. He was a first-century materialist who used the freedom the Roman government gave him to take advantage of people financially.  (Review Lk #42: Universal Grace)

				By the time Jesus stopped at Matthew's tax booth and invited him to leave his question-
able business, he may have heard Jesus teach many times. Perhaps he had slipped away and climbed the hill overlooking the Sea of Galilee and listened to Jesus' sermon. Imagine what would have gone through his mind if he had heard Christ's message about not collecting treasures on earth.  (See Mt #15:Eternal Treasures.)

				What is very significant about Matthew's role as an apostle is that the Holy Spirit chose this former materialist to record more about Jesus' teaching on material possessions than any other Gospel writer. This was certainly by divine design since Matthew could write out of his own experience. Furthermore, he had learned to practice what he was preaching, earning the right to address the subject of materialism. In fact, once this man was chosen to be an apostle, both Mark and Luke changed his name from"Levi" to"Matthew," which means"gift of Yahweh" (compare Mk 2:14 with 3:18; see Lk 5:27 and 6:15). 

				Reflection and Response

				What contemporary examples can you give where Jesus is using transformed lifestyles to minister to others in a special way?

				

				

	

A Question about Fasting

				33 Then they said to Him,"John's disciples fast often and say prayers, and those of the Pharisees do the same, but Yours eat and drink." ci

				34 Jesus said to them,"You can't make the wedding guestscj fast while the groom is with them, can you? 35 But the timeck will come when the groom will be taken away from them — then they will fast in those days."

				36 He also told them a parable:"No one tears a patch from a new garment and puts it on an old garment. Otherwise, not only will he tear the new, but also the piece from the new garment will not match the old. 37 And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the new wine will burst the skins, it will spill, and the skins will be ruined. 38 But new wine should be put into fresh wineskins.cl 39 And no one, after drinking old wine, wants new, because he says, 'The old is better.'"cm

				

	

Lord of the Sabbath

				6 On a Sabbath, cn He passed through the grainfields. His disciples were picking heads of grain, rubbing them in their hands, and eating them. 2 But some of the •Pharisees said,"Why are you doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath?"

				3 Jesus answered them,"Haven't you read what David and those who were with him did when he was hungry — 4 how he entered the house of God, and took and ate the •sacred bread, which is not lawful for any but the priests to eat? He even gave some to those who were with him." 5 Then He told them,"The •Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath."

				

	

The Man with the Paralyzed Hand

				6 On another Sabbath He entered the •synagogue and was teaching. A man was there whose right hand was paralyzed. 7 The •scribes and Pharisees were watching Him closely, to see if He would heal on the Sabbath, so that they could find a charge against Him. 8 But He knew their thoughts and told the man with the paralyzed hand,"Get up and stand here."co So he got up and stood there. 9 Then Jesus said to them,"I ask you: Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do what is good or to do what is evil, to save life or to destroy it?" 10 After looking around at them all, He told him,"Stretch out your hand." He did so, and his hand was restored. cp 11 They, however, were filled with rage and started discussing with one another what they might do to Jesus.  (See Mt #24:Function and Form.)

				

	

The 12 Apostles

				12 During those days He went out to the mountain to pray and spent all night in prayer to God. 13 When daylight came, He summoned His disciples, and He chose 12 of them — He also named them apostles:

				

				14 Simon, whom He also named Peter,

				and Andrew his brother;

				James and John;

				Philip and Bartholomew;

				15 Matthew and Thomas;

				James the son of Alphaeus,

				and Simon called the Zealot;

				16 Judas the son of James,

				and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.

				A Principle to Live By - Leadership Appointments

				#13 When it comes to selecting and appointing key spiritual leaders, significant time should be devoted to prayer.  (See Mt #26:Equipping Leaders.)

				Luke provided us with an important insight that was not mentioned by Matthew or Mark: Jesus spent the night in prayer prior to selecting the twelve apostles. We're not told the content of this prayer but we can assume it involved knowing the Father's will in every respect. Even as the Son of God, Jesus prayed that He might do God's will (Mt 26:36-39; Mk 14:35-36; Lk 22:41-42).

				We have another example of this process when the church at Antioch appointed Paul and Barnabas to serve as missionaries in the Gentile world (Ac 13:1-3). It was in the context of prayer and fasting that the Holy Spirit made God's will clear to this group of prophets and teachers.  (See Ac #24:Corporate Wisdom.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though God has given us very specific criteria for selecting spiritual leaders in the church, why is it important that we blend this human process with fervent prayer?  (See 1Tm #7:Qualified Assistants.)

				

				

	

Teaching and Healing

				17 After coming down with them, He stood on a level place with a large crowd of His disciples and a great number of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and from the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon. 18 They came to hear Him and to be healed of their diseases; and those tormented by •unclean spirits were made well. 19 The whole crowd was trying to touch Him, because power was coming out from Him and healing them all.

				

	

The Beatitudes

				20 Then looking up atcq His disciples, He said:

				

				You who are poor are blessed,

				because the kingdom of God is yours.

				21 You who are now hungry are blessed,

				because you will be filled.

				You who now weep are blessed,

				because you will laugh.

				22 You are blessed when people hate you,

				when they exclude you, insult you,

				and slander your name as evil

				because of the Son of Man.

				

				23 "Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! Take note — your reward is great in heaven, for this is the way their ancestors used to treat the prophets.  (See Mt #8:Reflecting God's Fullness.)

				

	

Woe to the Self-Satisfied

				24 But woe to you who are rich,

				for you have received your comfort.

				25 Woe to you who are now full,

				for you will be hungry.

				Woe to youcr who are now laughing,

				for you will mourn and weep.

				26 Woe to youcs

				when all people speak well of you,

				for this is the way their ancestors

				used to treat the false prophets.

				

	

Love Your Enemies

				27 "But I say to you who listen: Love your enemies, do what is good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If anyone hits you on the cheek, offer the other also. And if anyone takes away your coat, don't hold back your shirt either. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and from one who takes your things, don't ask for them back. 31 Just as you want others to do for you, do the same for them. 32 If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. 33 If you do what is good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners to be repaid in full. 35 But love your enemies, do what is good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is gracious to the ungrateful and evil. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.  (See Mt #12:Loving as Christ Loved.)

				

	

Do Not Judge

				37 "Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given to you; a good measure — pressed down, shaken together, and running over — will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use,ct it will be measured back to you."

				39 He also told them a parable:"Can the blind guide the blind? Won't they both fall into a pit? 40 A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher.

				41 "Why do you look at the speck in your brother's eye, but don't notice the log in your own eye? 42 Or how can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,' when you yourself don't see the log in your eye? Hypocrite! First take the log out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to take out the speck in your brother's eye.  (See Mt #17:Judgmental Hypocrisy.)

				

	

A Tree and Its Fruit

				43 "A good tree doesn't produce bad fruit; on the other hand, a bad tree doesn't produce good fruit. 44 For each tree is known by its own fruit. Figs aren't gathered from thornbushes, or grapes picked from a bramble bush. 45 A good man produces good out of the good storeroom of his heart. An evil man produces evil out of the evil storeroom, for his mouth speaks from the overflow of the heart.  (See Mt #19:The Way of Salvation.)

				

	

The Two Foundations

				46 "Why do you call Me 'Lord, Lord,' and don't do the things I say? 47 I will show you what someone is like who comes to Me, hears My words, and acts on them: 48 He is like a man building a house, who dug deepcu and laid the foundation on the rock. When the flood came, the river crashed against that house and couldn't shake it, because it was well built. 49 But the one who hears and does not act is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The river crashed against it, and immediately it collapsed. And the destruction of that house was great!"  (See Mt #20:A Solid Foundation.)

				A Principle to Live By - Divine and Human Creativity
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				#14 We must understand that the Holy Spirit both superintended the writing of Scripture and, at the same time, gave biblical authors freedom to be creative.

				Matthew said that Jesus preached a sermon on a"mountain," while Luke reported a sermon on a"level place." They described speeches that were quite similar but not exactly the same. The explanation is that Jesus preached several sermons during the months He was in Galilee—at least one on a mountain and another on a plain. As many preachers today will do, Jesus would have repeated essentially the same message, but He varied the content from day to day to fit the occasion and audience. 

				Why would the Holy Spirit inspire Matthew and Luke to record two different sermons? The Holy Spirit allowed the human writers to be creative in order to reach their respective audiences. While Matthew was writing for Jews to show that Jesus fulfilled the prophecies regarding the Messiah, Luke was writing for Gentiles to show that Jesus was the mighty Savior of all mankind. Luke chose to report on the sermon on the plain because Gentiles from Tyre and Sidon were in attendance there (v. 17). He mentioned the power emanating from Jesus (v. 19) to emphasize that Jesus was empowered by the Holy Spirit to heal and save (4:14,36; cp. Ac 1:8; 10:38,44). 

				Despite their different emphases, Matthew and Luke were proclaiming the same gospel truth because the core message of the two sermons is the same: the only way to enter God's kingdom is by receiving Jesus as Lord and Savior.  (See Eph #4:God's Gift.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do we use this kind of creativity today when communicating the same truth to different audiences?

				

				

	

A Centurion's Faith

				7 When He had concluded all His sayings in the hearing of the people, He entered Capernaum. 2 A •centurion's •slave, who was highly valued by him, was sick and about to die. 3 When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to Him, requesting Him to come and save the life of his slave. 4 When they reached Jesus, they pleaded with Him earnestly, saying,"He is worthy for You to grant this, 5 because he loves our nation and has built us a •synagogue." 6 Jesus went with them, and when He was not far fromcv the house, the centurion sent friends to tell Him,"Lord, don't trouble Yourself, since I am not worthy to have You come under my roof. 7 That is why I didn't even consider myself worthy to come to You. But say the word, and my servant will be cured. cw 8 For I too am a man placed under authority, having soldiers under my command.cx I say to this one, 'Go! ' and he goes; and to another, 'Come! ' and he comes; and to my slave, 'Do this! ' and he does it."

				9 Jesus heard this and was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following Him, He said,"I tell you, I have not found so great a faith even in Israel!" 10 When those who had been sent returned to the house, they found the slave in good health.  (See Jn #10:A Gentile's Faith.)

				

	

A Widow's Son Raised to Life

				11 Soon afterward He was on His way to a town called Nain. His disciples and a large crowd were traveling with Him. 12 Just as He neared the gate of the town, a dead man was being carried out. He was his mother's only son, and she was a widow. A large crowd from the city was also with her. 13 When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and said,"Don't cry." 14 Then He came up and touched the open coffin,cy and the pallbearers stopped. And He said,"Young man, I tell you, get up!"

				15 The dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. 16 Then fearcz came over everyone, and they glorified God, saying,"A great prophet has risen among us," and"God has visitedda His people." 17 This report about Him went throughout Judea and all the vicinity.

				

	

In Praise of John the Baptist

				18 Then John's disciples told him about all these things. So John summoned two of his disciples 19 and sent them to the Lord, asking,"Are You the One who is to come, or should we look for someone else?"

				20 When the men reached Him, they said,"John the Baptist sent us to ask You, 'Are You the One who is to come, or should we look for someone else? '"

				21 At that time Jesus healed many people of diseases, plagues, and evil spirits, and He granted sight to many blind people. 22 He replied to them,"Go and report to John the things you have seen and heard: The blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with skin diseases are healed,db the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor are told the good news. 23 And anyone who is not •offended because of Me is blessed." 24 After John's messengers left, He began to speak to the crowds about John:"What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the wind? 25 What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft robes? Look, those who are splendidly dresseddc and live in luxury are in royal palaces. 26 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and far more than a prophet. 27 This is the one it is written about:

				

				Look, I am sending My messenger

				ahead of You;dd

				he will prepare Your way before You.de

				

				28 I tell you, among those born of women no one is greater than John,df but the least in the kingdom of God is greater than he."

				29 (And when all the people, including the tax collectors, heard this, they acknowledged God's way of righteousness,dg because they had been baptized with John's baptism. 30 But since the •Pharisees and experts in the law had not been baptized by him, they rejected the plan of God for themselves.)  (See Mt #27:Doubt and Disillusionment.)

				

	

An Unresponsive Generation

				31 "To what then should I compare the people of this generation, and what are they like? 32 They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to each other:

				

				We played the flute for you,

				but you didn't dance;

				we sang a lament,

				but you didn't weep!

				

				33 For John the Baptist did not come eating bread or drinking wine, and you say, 'He has a demon! ' 34 The •Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, 'Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners! ' 35 Yet wisdom is vindicateddh by all her children."  (See Mt #28:Imitating Christ.)

				

	

Much Forgiveness, Much Love

				36 Then one of the Pharisees invited Him to eat with him. He entered the Pharisee's house and reclined at the table. 37 And a woman in the town who was a sinner found out that Jesus was reclining at the table in the Pharisee's house. She brought an alabaster jar of fragrant oil 38 and stood behind Him at His feet, weeping, and began to wash His feet with her tears. She wiped His feet with the hair of her head, kissing them and anointing them with the fragrant oil.

				39 When the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he said to himself,"This man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what kind of woman this is who is touching Him — she's a sinner!"

				40 Jesus replied to him,"Simon, I have something to say to you."

				"Teacher," he said,"say it."

				41 "A creditor had two debtors. One owed 500 •denarii, and the other 50. 42 Since they could not pay it back, he graciously forgave them both. So, which of them will love him more?"

				43 Simon answered,"I suppose the one he forgave more."

				"You have judged correctly," He told him. 44 Turning to the woman, He said to Simon,"Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she, with her tears, has washed My feet and wiped them with her hair. 45 You gave Me no kiss, but she hasn't stopped kissing My feet since I came in. 46 You didn't anoint My head with olive oil, but she has anointed My feet with fragrant oil. 47 Therefore I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven; that's why she loved much. But the one who is forgiven little, loves little." 48 Then He said to her,"Your sins are forgiven."

				49 Those who were at the table with Him began to say among themselves,"Who is this man who even forgives sins?"

				50 And He said to the woman,"Your faith has saved you. Go in peace."

				A Principle to Live By - Worship from the Heart

				[image: Getz1068.png]

				#15 We should express deep love and gratitude to God because of His gift of salvation to all those who believe and receive His message. 

				This story is unique to Luke's Gospel. Though it is similar in some details to another story recorded by the other Gospel writers, the woman described here was no doubt a prostitute (cp. Mt 26:6-13; Mk 14:3-9; Jn 12:1-3).  (See Mt #54:Carnal Influence.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some Christians have difficulty praising God when good things happen to other people?

				 

				 

				

				

	

Many Women Support Christ's Work

				8 Soon afterward He was traveling from one town and village to another, preaching and telling the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with Him, 2 and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and sicknesses: Mary, called •Magdalene (seven demons had come out of her); 3 Joanna the wife of Chuza, •Herod's steward; Susanna; and many others who were supporting them from their possessions.  (See Mk #28:Godly Women.)

				

	

The Parable of the Sower

				4 As a large crowd was gathering, and people were flocking to Him from every town, He said in a parable: 5 "A sower went out to sow his seed. As he was sowing, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds of the sky ate it up. 6 Other seed fell on the rock; when it sprang up, it withered, since it lacked moisture. 7 Other seed fell among thorns; the thorns sprang up with it and choked it. 8 Still other seed fell on good ground; when it sprang up, it produced a crop: 100 times what was sown." As He said this, He called out,"Anyone who has ears to hear should listen!"

				

	

Why Jesus Used Parables

				9 Then His disciples asked Him,"What does this parable mean?" 10 So He said,"The •secrets of the kingdom of God have been given for you to know, but to the rest it is in parables, so that

				

				Looking they may not see,

				and hearing they may not understand.di

				

	

The Parable of the Sower Explained

				11 "This is the meaning of the parable:dj The seed is the word of God. 12 The seed along the path are those who have heard and then the Devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 13 And the seed on the rock are those who, when they hear, welcome the word with joy. Having no root, these believe for a while and depart in a time of testing. 14 As for the seed that fell among thorns, these are the ones who, when they have heard, go on their way and are choked with worries, riches, and pleasures of life, and produce no mature fruit. 15 But the seed in the good ground — these are the ones who,dk having heard the word with an honest and good heart, hold on to it and by enduring, bear fruit.  (See Mt #32:The Ministry of the Spirit.)

				

	

Using Your Light

				16 "No one, after lighting a lamp, covers it with a basket or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a lampstand so that those who come in may see its light. 17 For nothing is concealed that won't be revealed, and nothing hidden that won't be made known and come to light. 18 Therefore take care how you listen. For whoever has, more will be given to him; and whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has will be taken away from him."  (See Mt #9:Fulfilling the Law.)

				

	

True Relationships

				19 Then His mother and brothers came to Him, but they could not meet with Him because of the crowd. 20 He was told,"Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside, wanting to see You."

				21 But He replied to them,"My mother and My brothers are those who hear and do the word of God."  (See Mt #31: God's Spiritual Family.)

				

	

Wind and Wave Obey the Master

				22 One day He and His disciples got into a boat, and He told them,"Let's cross over to the other side of the lake." So they set out, 23 and as they were sailing He fell asleep. Then a fierce windstorm came down on the lake; they were being swamped and were in danger. 24 They came and woke Him up, saying,"Master, Master, we're going to die!" Then He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waves. So they ceased, and there was a calm. 25 He said to them,"Where is your faith?"

				They were fearful and amazed, asking one another,"Who can this be?dl He commands even the winds and the waves, and they obey Him!"  (See Mt #22: The God-Man.)

				

	

Demons Driven Out by the Master

				26 Then they sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, dm which is opposite Galilee. 27 When He got out on land, a demon-possessed man from the town met Him. For a long time he had worn no clothes and did not stay in a house but in the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out, fell down before Him, and said in a loud voice,"What do You have to do with me,dn Jesus, You Son of the Most High God? I beg You, don't torment me!" 29 For He had commanded the •unclean spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had seized him, and though he was guarded, bound by chains and shackles, he would snap the restraints and be driven by the demon into deserted places.

				30 "What is your name?" Jesus asked him.

				"Legion," he said — because many demons had entered him. 31 And they begged Him not to banish them to the •abyss.

				32 A large herd of pigs was there, feeding on the hillside. The demons begged Him to permit them to enter the pigs, and He gave them permission. 33 The demons came out of the man and entered the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and drowned. 34 When the men who tended them saw what had happened, they ran off and reported it in the town and in the countryside. 35 Then people went out to see what had happened. They came to Jesus and found the man the demons had departed from, sitting at Jesus' feet, dressed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. 36 Meanwhile, the eyewitnesses reported to them how the demon-possessed man was delivered. 37 Then all the people of the Gerasene region do asked Him to leave them, because they were gripped by great fear. So getting into the boat, He returned.

				38 The man from whom the demons had departed kept begging Him to be with Him. But He sent him away and said, 39 "Go back to your home, and tell all that God has done for you." And off he went, proclaiming throughout the town all that Jesus had done for him.  (See Mk #9:Sharing Christ's Love.)

				

	

A Girl Restored and a Woman Healed

				40 When Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed Him, for they were all expecting Him. 41 Just then, a man named Jairus came. He was a leader of the •synagogue. He fell down at Jesus' feet and pleaded with Him to come to his house, 42 because he had an only daughter about 12 years old, and she was at death's door.dp

				While He was going, the crowds were nearly crushing Him. 43 A woman suffering from bleeding for 12 years, who had spent all she had on doctors dq yet could not be healed by any, 44 approached from behind and touched the •tassel of His robe. Instantly her bleeding stopped.

				45 "Who touched Me?" Jesus asked.

				When they all denied it, Peter dr said,"Master, the crowds are hemming You in and pressing against You." ds

				46 "Someone did touch Me," said Jesus."I know that power has gone out from Me." 47 When the woman saw that she was discovered,dt she came trembling and fell down before Him. In the presence of all the people, she declared the reason she had touched Him and how she was instantly cured. 48 "Daughter," He said to her,"your faith has made you well.du Go in peace."

				49 While He was still speaking, someone came from the synagogue leader's house, saying,"Your daughter is dead. Don't bother the Teacher anymore."

				50 When Jesus heard it, He answered him,"Don't be afraid. Only believe, and she will be made well." 51 After He came to the house, He let no one enter with Him except Peter, John, James, and the child's father and mother. 52 Everyone was crying and mourning for her. But He said,"Stop crying, for she is not dead but asleep."

				53 They started laughing at Him, because they knew she was dead. 54 So He dv took her by the hand and called out,"Child, get up!" 55 Her spirit returned, and she got up at once. Then He gave orders that she be given something to eat. 56 Her parents were astounded, but He instructed them to tell no one what had happened.  (See Mt #25:Good Shepherds.)

				

	

Commissioning the Twelve

				9 Summoning the Twelve, He gave them power and authority over all the demons, and power to heal diseases. 2 Then He sent them to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.

				3 "Take nothing for the road," He told them,"no walking stick, no traveling bag, no bread, no money; and don't take an extra shirt. 4 Whatever house you enter, stay there and leave from there. 5 If they do not welcome you, when you leave that town, shake off the dust from your feet as a testimony against them." 6 So they went out and traveled from village to village, proclaiming the good news and healing everywhere.  (See Mt #26:Equipping Leaders.)

				

	

Herod's Desire to See Jesus

				7 •Herod the tetrarch heard about everything that was going on. He was perplexed, because some said that John had been raised from the dead, 8 some that Elijah had appeared, and others that one of the ancient prophets had risen. 9 "I beheaded John," Herod said,"but who is this I hear such things about?" And he wanted to see Him.  (See Mt #35:Sexual Sins.)

				

	

Feeding 5,000

				10 When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus all that they had done. He took them along and withdrew privately to a dw town called Bethsaida. 11 When the crowds found out, they followed Him. He welcomed them, spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and cureddx those who needed healing.

				12 Late in the day,dy the Twelve approached and said to Him,"Send the crowd away, so they can go into the surrounding villages and countryside to find food and lodging, because we are in a deserted place here."

				13 "You give them something to eat," He told them.

				"We have no more than five loaves and two fish," they said,"unless we go and buy food for all these people." 14 (For about 5,000 men were there.)

				Then He told His disciples,"Have them sit downdz in groups of about 50 each." 15 They did so, and had them all sit down. 16 Then He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, He blessed and broke them. He kept giving them to the disciples to set before the crowd. 17 Everyone ate and was filled. Then they picked upea 12 baskets of leftover pieces.  (See Mt #36:The Whole Person.)

				

	

Peter's Confession of the Messiah

				18 While He was praying in private and His disciples were with Him, He asked them,"Who do the crowds say that I am?"

				19 They answered,"John the Baptist; others, Elijah; still others, that one of the ancient prophets has come back."eb

				20 "But you," He asked them,"who do you say that I am?"

				Peter answered,"God's •Messiah!"

				

	

His Death and Resurrection Predicted

				21 But He strictly warned and instructed them to tell this to no one, 22 saying,"The •Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, •chief priests, and •scribes, be killed, and be raised the third day."  (See Mt #41:Satanic Influences.)

				

	

Take Up Your Cross

				23 Then He said to them all,"If anyone wants to come withec Me, he must deny himself, take up his cross daily,ed and follow Me. 24 For whoever wants to save his •life will lose it, but whoever loses his life because of Me will save it. 25 What is a man benefited if he gains the whole world, yet loses or forfeits himself? 26 For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when He comes in His glory and that of the Father and the holy angels. 27 I tell you the truth: There are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God."

				

	

The Transfiguration

				28 About eight days after these words, He took along Peter, John, and James and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 As He was praying, the appearance of His face changed, and His clothes became dazzling white. 30 Suddenly, two men were talking with Him — Moses and Elijah. 31 They appeared in glory and were speaking of His death,ee which He was about to accomplish in Jerusalem.

				32 Peter and those with him were in a deep sleep,ef and when they became fully awake, they saw His glory and the two men who were standing with Him. 33 As the two men were departing from Him, Peter said to Jesus,"Master, it's good for us to be here! Let us make three •tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah" — not knowing what he said.

				34 While he was saying this, a cloud appeared and overshadowed them. They became afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 Then a voice came from the cloud, saying:

				

				This is My Son, the Chosen One; eg

				listen to Him!

				

				36 After the voice had spoken, only Jesus was found. They kept silent, and in those days told no one what they had seen.

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual Disciplines

				#16 In our human weaknesses—even as Christians—we must discipline ourselves to think clearly 
and to respond biblically.  (See Mt #42:Serving Faithfully.)

				Luke added two specific details to this glorious event. First, when Jesus ascended the mountain with Peter, James, and John, He immediately devoted Himself to prayer (v. 28). Second, while Jesus was praying, these three men fell into"a deep sleep" (v. 32).

				When we compare this event with the Gethsemane experience (Mt 26:36-46; Mk 14:32-42), we see two similarities. First, Jesus also chose Peter, James, and John to accompany Him. Second, all three fell asleep while He was praying. 

				There is both a literal and a spiritual lesson in these two events. Literally, like Peter, James, and John, we sometimes allow our human weaknesses to take control of our lives when we should be overcomers. There are certain situations when we must not allow our need for rest to dominate and control our actions. Spiritually, we must always be alert, not allowing the world's system to penetrate our thinking and to cause us to make worldly decisions that are out of the will of God. Just as Paul used a metaphor to make this point (1Th 5:6), so we can use the apostles' literal experience of falling asleep as a call to stay awake spiritually—particularly in view of the fact that Christ could return at any moment.  (See 1Th #10:Christ's Return; 2Pt #6: Motivation to Holiness.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we discipline ourselves to be alert and to think clearly as we live for Christ day by day?  (See 1Tm #9:Spiritual Disciplines.)

				

				

	

The Power of Faith over a Demon

				37 The next day, when they came down from the mountain, a large crowd met Him. 38 Just then a man from the crowd cried out,"Teacher, I beg You to look at my son, because he's my only child. 39 Often a spirit seizes him; suddenly he shrieks, and it throws him into convulsions until he foams at the mouth;eh woundingei him, it hardly ever leaves him. 40 I begged Your disciples to drive it out, but they couldn't."

				41 Jesus replied,"You unbelieving and rebelliousej generation! How long will I be with you and put up with you? Bring your son here."

				42 As the boy was still approaching, the demon knocked him down and threw him into severe convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the •unclean spirit, cured the boy, and gave him back to his father. 43 And they were all astonished at the greatness of God.  (See Mk #17: The Object of Faith, p. 1357.)

				

	

The Second Prediction of His Death

				While everyone was amazed at all the things He was doing, He told His disciples, 44 "Let these words sink in:ek The Son of Man is about to be betrayed into the hands of men."

				45 But they did not understand this statement; it was concealed from them so that they could not grasp it, and they were afraid to ask Him about it.el

				

	

Who Is the Greatest?

				46 Then an argument started among them about who would be the greatest of them. 47 But Jesus, knowing the thoughts of their hearts, took a little child and had him stand next to Him. 48 He told them,"Whoever welcomesem this little child in My name welcomes Me. And whoever welcomes Me welcomes Him who sent Me. For whoever is least among you — this one is great."  (See Mt #47:Servant-Leadership.)

				

	

In His Name

				49 John responded,"Master, we saw someone driving out demons in Your name, and we tried to stop him because he does not follow us."

				50 "Don't stop him," Jesus told him,"because whoever is not against you is for you."en  (See Mk #18:Nonjudgmental Attitudes.)

				

	

The Journey to Jerusalem

				51 When the days were coming to a close for Him to be taken up, He determinedeo to journey to Jerusalem. 52 He sent messengers ahead of Him, and on the way they entered a village of the •Samaritans to make preparations for Him. 53 But they did not welcome Him, because He determined to journey to Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they said,"Lord, do You want us to call down fire from heaven to consume them?" ep

				55 But He turned and rebuked them, eq 56 and they went to another village.

				A Principle to Live By - Ministry of Compassion

				[image: Getz1070.png]

				#17 In representing the Lord Jesus Christ, we are always to be motivated by love and compassion. 

				Because Jesus fulfilled His ministry on earth and then commissioned all His followers to communicate His message of hope and redemption, it's clear that we're to have a ministry of compassion, even to those who outright reject us and the gospel message. James and John certainly had not learned this lesson. Perhaps, in their prideful state, they believed they could impress Jesus with their knowledge of Elijah's experience on Mount Carmel (1Kg 18:36-39). If so, they were exceedingly arrogant to believe they could duplicate that miracle and bring judgment on the Sanhedrin. Regardless of their motives, Jesus"rebuked them" (Lk 9:55). 

				As Paul exhorted us in his letter to the Romans,"Do not repay anyone evil for evil . . . but conquer evil with good" (Rm 12:17,21).  (See Rm #24:Avoiding Vengeance.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul affirm this principle of love and compassion in his letter to Titus?  (See Ti #7:Conquering Evil with Good.)

				

				

	

Following Jesus

				57 As they were traveling on the road someone said to Him,"I will follow You wherever You go!"

				58 Jesus told him,"Foxes have dens, and birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay His head." 59 Then He said to another,"Follow Me."

				"Lord," he said,"first let me go bury my father."

				

				60 But He told him,"Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and spread the news of the kingdom of God."

				61 Another also said,"I will follow You, Lord, but first let me go and say good-bye to those at my house."

				62 But Jesus said to him,"No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God."

				A Principle to Live By - Our Calling in Christ

				[image: Getz1071.png]

				#18 To understand and apply Jesus' teachings, we must distinguish between His calling to the original apostles to follow Him and God's calling to salvation and to live in His will. 

				When certain individuals indicated they wanted to be disciples of Jesus, the Lord's demanding response is often difficult to comprehend. In fact, some of these demands seem to contradict other examples and instructions in Scripture. For example, to be an elder in a local church, a man had to be a good manager of his household (1Tm 3:4-5). How could he meet that requirement if he left his family? 

				To resolve this seeming tension between what Jesus was demanding regarding discipleship and what the Scriptures later teach, we must understand the exceptional setting in the Gospels. When Jesus invited the twelve to follow Him and to"fish for people," He was calling them to a life of special and arduous ministry (Mt 4:18-19). They were called to travel with Jesus, often being apart from their families as they went throughout the Galilean region and eventually all the way to Jerusalem. In fact, they were to be willing to follow Jesus all the way to the cross (Lk 9:23-27). Thomas acknowledged the danger in Jerusalem when he said to the other apostles,"Let's go so that we may die with Him" (Jn 11:16). 

				We must also remember that when these men traveled with Jesus, particularly in the Galilean region, they were often not far from their homes. They were still responsible to make sure their families were cared for. For example, when James and John left their boats and nets, their father, Zebedee, probably continued this family business and provided his sons with income to help care for their personal needs (Lk 5:9-10). 

				Eventually, however, some of these men did pay the ultimate price. James was the first martyr among the apostles (Ac 12:1-2). Tradition tells us that many of the other apostles also gave their lives in death. Peter supposedly was crucified upside down, and Paul was evidently beheaded at the hands of the wicked Nero.

				Those who periodically approached and told Jesus they wanted to follow Him"wherever" he went did not understand this exceptional calling—what it would really mean to literally follow Jesus as was required of the original apostles (Lk 9:57). In fact, even James and John did not understand what Jesus was asking of them when they said so quickly that they were able to"drink the cup" that Jesus was about to drink (Mt 20:22; Mk 10:38-39).

				On the other hand, even though Jesus' discipleship demands were unique to the apostles, His call to each one of us is also demanding. We are never to allow anything in this life to come before our faithfulness to the Lord Jesus Christ—even our parents or children (Eph 4:1). If we take this step, we will then be able to discover God's will in being able to minister to our families in a way that harmonizes with the rest of Scripture.  (See Rm #21:Christ-Centered Worship.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we live up to the demands of our calling, and how will this impact our family relationships, our work relationships, and our relationships with unsaved neighbors?  (See Eph #8:Walking Worthy.)

				

				

	

Sending Out the Seventy

				10 After this, the Lord appointed 70 er others, and He sent them ahead of Him in pairs to every town and place where He Himself was about to go. 2 He told them:"The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest. 3 Now go; I'm sending you out like lambs among wolves. 4 Don't carry a money-bag, traveling bag, or sandals; don't greet anyone along the road. 5 Whatever house you enter, first say, 'Peace to this household.' 6 If a son of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; but if not, it will return to you. 7 Remain in the same house, eating and drinking what they offer, for the worker is worthy of his wages. Don't be moving from house to house. 8 When you enter any town, and they welcome you, eat the things set before you. 9 Heal the sick who are there, and tell them, 'The kingdom of God has come near you.' 10 When you enter any town, and they don't welcome you, go out into its streets and say, 11 'We are wiping off as a witness against you even the dust of your town that clings to our feet. Know this for certain: The kingdom of God has come near.' 12 I tell you, on that day it will be more tolerable for Sodom than for that town.

				

	

Unrepentant Towns

				13 "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in •sackcloth and ashes! 14 But it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you. 15 And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? No, you will go down to •Hades! 16 Whoever listens to you listens to Me. Whoever rejects you rejects Me. And whoever rejects Me rejects the One who sent Me."

				

	

The Return of the Seventy

				17 The Seventy es returned with joy, saying,"Lord, even the demons submit to us in Your name."

				18 He said to them,"I watched Satan fall from heaven like a lightning flash. 19 Look, I have given you the authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and over all the power of the enemy; nothing will ever harm you. 20 However, don't rejoice thatet the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven."  (See Is #16:Defeating Satan.)

				

	

The Son Reveals the Father

				21 In that same hour He eu rejoiced in the Holy ev Spirit and said,"I praiseew You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because You have hidden these things from the wise and the learned and have revealed them to infants. Yes, Father, because this was Your good pleasure.ex 22 All things haveey been entrusted to Me by My Father. No one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son desiresez to reveal Him."

				23 Then turning to His disciples He said privately,"The eyes that see the things you see are blessed! 24 For I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see the things you see yet didn't see them; to hear the things you hear yet didn't hear them."

				A Principle to Live By - A Witness in this World

				[image: Getz1072.png]

				#19 To walk in the will of God, we must participate in fulfilling Christ's ultimate mission for coming into this world.

				No matter how we interpret this narrative, one thing seems to be very clear. Luke wanted Theophilus and all of us to know that reaching people with Christ's message of hope and redemption is a responsibility that is not restricted to the apostles whom He had already sent on a similar mission (9:1-6). When the Lord sent out the"Seventy," He was setting the stage for all believers to be involved in carrying out the Great Commission (Mt 28:19-20). 

				We must also remember that when Luke recorded this account in his Gospel, he could identify not only with what had happened prior to Christ's death, resurrection, and ascension, but with what had happened after the church was born. In his own lifetime, he had participated directly in fulfilling Christ's ultimate mission for coming into the world.  (See Jn #28:Modeling Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can all believers in every local church participate in carrying out the Great Commission, beginning with a commitment to create love and unity in the body of Christ?

				

				

	

The Parable of the Good Samaritan

				25 Just then an expert in the law stood up to test Him, saying,"Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?"

				26 "What is written in the law?" He asked him."How do you read it?"

				27 He answered:

				

				Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.fa

				

				28 "You've answered correctly," He told him."Do this and you will live."

				29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus,"And who is my neighbor?"

				30 Jesus took up the question and said:"A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him, beat him up, and fled, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down that road. When he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 In the same way, a Levite, when he arrived at the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a •Samaritan on his journey came up to him, and when he saw the man, he had compassion. 34 He went over to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on olive oil and wine. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 The next dayfb he took out two •denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, 'Take care of him. When I come back I'll reimburse you for whatever extra you spend.'

				36 "Which of these three do you think proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?"

				37 "The one who showed mercy to him," he said.

				Then Jesus told him,"Go and do the same."

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Freedom from Prejudice

				#20 We are to demonstrate the reality of our salvation experience by truly loving God and all human beings.  (See Dt #17:Love and Obedience.)

				This event described by Luke is similar to the one recorded by Matthew and Mark (Mt 22:34-40; Mk 12:28-34). However, Luke described a different conversation with an"expert in the law" who asked how"to inherit eternal life" (Lk 10:25). 

				Jesus acknowledged that his answer regarding loving God and our neighbors was correct. But the Savior also knew that the Jews harbored prejudice against the Samaritans, which explains why this man attempted to"justify himself" with the question,"And who is my neighbor?" (v. 29).

				To answer this question, Jesus told a story that revealed this religious leader's prejudicial attitudes. When Jesus challenged him to"go and do the same" as the Good Samaritan, we're not told how he responded (v. 37). He may have gone away grieving like the rich young ruler who also came to Jesus asking how"to have eternal life" (Mt 19:16). The rich young ruler had a problem with greed, and this expert in the law had a problem with prejudice.  (See Mt #45:Biblical Priorities.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is prejudice such a difficult sin to overcome?

				

				

				

	

Martha and Mary

				38 While they were traveling, He entered a village, and a woman named Martha welcomed Him into her home. fc 39 She had a sister named Mary, who also sat at the Lord's fd feet and was listening to what He said.fe 40 But Martha was distracted by her many tasks, and she came 

up and asked,"Lord, don't You care that my sister has left me to serve alone? So tell her to give me a hand."ff

				41 The Lord fg answered her,"Martha, Martha, you are worried and upset about many things, 42 but one thing is necessary. Mary has made the right choice,fh and it will not be taken away from her."

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Worship and Service
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				#21 We should not become so busy serving God that we fail to take time to listen to His message in the Holy Scriptures. 

				Though John recorded events involving Jesus' good friends, Mary and Martha (Jn 11:1–12:8), only Luke described this intense moment in the lives of these two sisters. Both women loved the Lord Jesus Christ and wanted to do His will. However, Martha failed to take this special time to listen to His teachings.

				The lesson for all believers is clear. Though we may love the Savior dearly and want to serve Him faithfully, we can become so active in doing what we believe is His will that we fail to listen to what He wants us to know and understand about Himself and His work.  (See Mt #54:Carnal Influence.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so important to maintain a proper balance between studying the Bible and being active in service?

				

				

	

The Model Prayer

				11 He was praying in a certain place, and when He finished, one of His disciples said to Him,"Lord, teach us to pray, just as John also taught his disciples."

				2 He said to them,"Whenever you pray, say:

				

				Father,fi

				Your name be honored as holy.

				Your kingdom come.fj

				3 Give us each day our daily bread.fk

				4 And forgive us our sins,

				for we ourselves also forgive everyone

				in debt to us.fl

				And do not bring us into temptation."fm

				

				

	

Keep Asking, Searching, Knocking

				5 He also said to them:"Suppose one of youfn has a friend and goes to him at midnight and says to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6 because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I don't have anything to offer him.'fo 7 Then he will answer from inside and say, 'Don't bother me! The door is already locked, and my children and I have gone to bed. I can't get up to give you anything.' 8 I tell you, even though he won't get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his friend's persistence,fp he will get up and give him as much as he needs.

				9 "So I say to you, keep asking,fq and it will be given to you. Keep searching,fr and you will find. Keep knocking,fs and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who searches finds, and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 11 What father among you, if his sonft asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead of a fish? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father givefu the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?"

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - A Model Prayer
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				#22 We are to creatively, boldly, and persistently use Jesus' prayer as a divine outline for our own personal and corporate prayers.

				Jesus' model prayer recorded by Luke is similar to but shorter than the prayer Jesus shared with His disciples in the Sermon on the Mount. It appears that Luke was reporting on another event when"one of His disciples" asked Jesus to teach all of them to pray (v. 1). Though abbreviated, the elements in this prayer serve as a basic outline we are to use for all of our prayers.

				1.	We can and should address God as our Father, which indicates our intimate relationship with Him through His Son Jesus Christ (v. 2a; Rm 8:15; Gl 4:6).

				2.	Though God is our heavenly Father, we should not fail to address Him as our Holy God (v. 2b; 1Tm 1:17).

				3.	We should pray that Jesus Christ will rule today in our hearts and eventually over all people on the earth (v. 2c; 1Pt 3:15; Rv 22:20).

				4.	We should pray that God will meet our daily physical needs (v. 3; Php 4:19).

				5.	We should pray for a spirit of forgiveness (v. 4a; Eph 4:32; Col 3:12-13).  (See Mt #13:Experiencing God's Forgiveness.)

				6.	We should pray for God's protection from the power of sin (v. 4b; Eph 6:16).

				After sharing this model prayer, Jesus encouraged His disciples to be bold and persistent in remembering that God is indeed our caring Father who has provided access into His presence through the one and only mediator, the Lord Jesus Christ (1Tm 2:5).

				Reflection and Response

				In what creative ways can we use the basic outline in Jesus' model prayer—both personally and corporately? (See Neh #2:A Model Prayer.)

				

				

	

A House Divided

				14 Now He was driving out a demon that was mute. When the demon came out, the man who had been mute, spoke, and the crowds were amazed. 15 But some of them said,"He drives out demons by •Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons!" 16 And others, as a test, were demanding of Him a sign from heaven.

				17 Knowing their thoughts, He told them:"Every kingdom divided against itself is headed for destruction, and a house divided against itself falls. 18 If Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? For you say I drive out demons by Beelzebul. 19 And if I drive out demons by Beelzebul, who is it your sons drive them out by? For this reason they will be your judges. 20 If I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you. 21 When a strong man, fully armed, guards his estate, his possessions are secure.fv 22 But when one stronger than he attacks and overpowers him, he takes from him all his weaponsfw he trusted in, and divides up his plunder. 23 Anyone who is not with Me is against Me, and anyone who does not gather with Me scatters.

				A Principle to Live By - Thinking Clearly

				[image: Getz1076.png]

				#23 No matter how educated we may be, we must be on guard against irrational and inconsistent thinking regarding God's revealed truth. 

				When Matthew described this event, he focused on Jesus' statements about the unforgiveable aspects of attributing His miracles to Satan.  (See Mt #30:The Unpardonable Sin.)

				On another occasion, a man Jesus healed who had been blind from birth denounced the irrational arguments proposed by the Pharisees. This man's logic was amazing (Jn 9:30-32), and his conclusion was brilliant:

				If this man were not from God, He wouldn't be able to do anything. (Jn 9:33)  (See Jn #19:One With God.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways have you seen God's power penetrate irrational thinking?

				

				

	

An Unclean Spirit's Return

				24 "When an •unclean spirit comes out of a man, it roams through waterless places looking for rest, and not finding rest, it thenfx says, 'I'll go back to my house where I came from.' 25 And returning, it finds the house swept and put in order. 26 Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and settle down there. As a result, that man's last condition is worse than the first."  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				

	

True Blessedness

				27 As He was saying these things, a woman from the crowd raised her voice and said to Him,"The womb that bore You and the one who nursed You are blessed!"

				28 He said,"Even more, those who hear the word of God and keep it are blessed!"

				A Principle to Live By - Obedience
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				#24 Though hearing God's revealed truth is foundational in our spiritual growth, we should make sure we apply this truth in daily living.

				This report of a woman calling out from the crowd is only mentioned in Luke's Gospel and is clearly related to Jesus' conception. The angel Gabriel revealed to Mary that she had"found favor with God" (1:30), and Elizabeth announced that she was"the most blessed of women" (1:42). 

				Though Jesus did not disagree with what this woman shared, and thus affirmed the words of Gabriel and Elizabeth, He wanted His listeners to know that the most important source of blessing comes from hearing God's word and responding in obedience. Furthermore, Luke made it clear that we are never to make any messenger more important than the message, not even the mother of Jesus.  (See Mt #3:Worshipful Generosity.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we learn to apply the Word of God rather than just hear it?  (See Jms #5:Applying God's Word.)

				

				

	

The Sign of Jonah

				29 As the crowds were increasing, He began saying:"This generation is an evil generation. It demands a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.fy 30 For just as Jonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh, so also the •Son of Man will be to this generation. 31 The queen of the south will rise up at the judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and look — something greater than Solomon is here! 32 The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at Jonah's proclamation, and look — something greater than Jonah is here!  (See Jnh #2:God's Sovereign Actions.)

				

	

The Lamp of the Body

				33 "No one lights a lamp and puts it in the cellar or under a basket,fz but on a lampstand, so that those who come in may see its light. 34 Your eye is the lamp of the body. When your eye is good, your whole body is also full of light. But when it is bad, your body is also full of darkness. 35 Take care then, that the light in you is not darkness. 36 If, therefore, your whole body is full of light, with no part of it in darkness, it will be entirely illuminated, as when a lamp shines its light on you."ga  (See Eph #12:Walking in the Light.)

				

	

Religious Hypocrisy Denounced

				37 As He was speaking, a •Pharisee asked Him to dine with him. So He went in and reclined at the table. 38 When the Pharisee saw this, he was amazed that He did not first perform the ritual washinggb before dinner. 39 But the Lord said to him:"Now you Pharisees •clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and evil. 40 Fools! Didn't He who made the outside make the inside too? 41 But give from what is within to the poor,gc and then everything is clean for you.

				42 "But woe to you Pharisees! You give a tenthgd of mint, rue, and every kind of herb, and you bypassge justice and love for God.gf These things you should have done without neglecting the others.

				43 "Woe to you Pharisees! You love the front seat in the •synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces.

				44 "Woe to you!gg You are like unmarked graves; the people who walk over them don't know it."

				45 One of the experts in the law answered Him,"Teacher, when You say these things You insult us too."

				46 Then He said:"Woe also to you experts in the law! You load people with burdens that are hard to carry, yet you yourselves don't touch these burdens with one of your fingers.

				47 "Woe to you! You build monumentsgh to the prophets, and your fathers killed them. 48 Therefore, you are witnesses that you approvegi the deeds of your fathers, for they killed them, and you build their monuments.gj 49 Because of this, the wisdom of God said, 'I will send them prophets and apostles, and some of them they will kill and persecute,' 50 so that this generation may be held responsible for the blood of all the prophets shed since the foundation of the worldgk — 51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who perished between the altar and the sanctuary.

				"Yes, I tell you, this generation will be held responsible.gl

				52 "Woe to you experts in the law! You have taken away the key of knowledge! You didn't go in yourselves, and you hindered those who were going in."

				53 When He left there, gm the •scribes and the Pharisees began to oppose Him fiercely and to cross-examine Him about many things; 54 they were lying in wait for Him to trap Him in something He said. gn

				A Principle to Live By - Hypocritical Behavior

				#25 As Christ-followers, we are to avoid engaging in inconsistent behavior.
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				Jesus very directly addressed hypocrisy in the religious leaders. Though these men felt terribly insulted, Jesus did not soften His accusations (v. 45). He knew their hearts: they were living inconsistent lives. 

				In contrast to their father Abraham, most of these religious leaders were probably 
not true men of faith. Their legalistic behavior contradicted true piety and holiness from a faith-based personal relationship with God.  (See Mt #38:True Spirituality.)

				How easy it is to become guilty of hypocritical and inconsistent behavior. For example, as spiritual leaders we can develop rules that supposedly generate godliness, but in reality we are leading our followers to engage in external behaviors that do not reflect the fruit of the Holy Spirit.  (See Gl #10:Life in the Spirit.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the devastating results when professing Christians engage in hypocritical behavior?

				

				

	

Beware of Religious Hypocrisy

				12 In these circumstances,go a crowd of many thousands came together, so that they were trampling on one another. He began to say to His disciples first:"Be on your guard against the yeastgp of the •Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 2 There is nothing covered that won't be uncovered, nothing hidden that won't be made known. 3 Therefore, whatever you have said in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in an ear in private rooms will be proclaimed on the housetops.

				

	

Fear God

				4 "And I say to you, My friends, don't fear those who kill the body, and after that can do nothing more. 5 But I will show you the One to fear: Fear Him who has authority to throw people into •hell after death. Yes, I say to you, this is the One to fear! 6 Aren't five sparrows sold for two pennies?gq Yet not one of them is forgotten in God's sight. 7 Indeed, the hairs of your head are all counted. Don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows!

				

	

Acknowledging Christ

				8 "And I say to you, anyone who acknowledges Me before men, the •Son of Man will also acknowledge him before the angels of God, 9 but whoever denies Me before men will be denied before the angels of God. 10 Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but the one who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. 11 Whenever they bring you before •synagogues and rulers and authorities, don't worry about how you should defend yourselves or what you should say. 12 For the Holy Spirit will teach you at that very hour what must be said."

				A Principle to Live By - Steadfastness
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				#26 We are not to allow fear of rejection to keep us from sharing our faith and living consistent Christian lives. 

				In this setting, we must remember that the apostles particularly would have been very much aware of Jesus' intense interaction with the religious leaders when He condemned their hypocrisy. Furthermore, they certainly saw the aftermath of this confrontation—the fierce opposition, the cross-examinations, and the way they tried to trap Jesus (11:53-54). This was by divine design, since one of the Savior's main goals on the way to Jerusalem was to expose these twelve men to these interchanges as a part of His teaching strategy.  (See Mk #10:Experiential Learning.)

				Sensing the understandable fear that existed among His men, Jesus first warned them not to be led astray by the Pharisee's hypocrisy (12:1). He then addressed this fear (v. 4), challenging them to always acknowledge they were followers of the Son of God (v. 8). Jesus then projected into the future when these men would be interrogated and threatened by the religious leaders in Israel (v. 11). When it happened, the Holy Spirit would direct their thoughts and verbal responses (v. 12). This indeed happened after Jesus Christ returned to heaven (Ac 4:5-12).

				Reflection and Response

				Though we may never face the same persecution as the apostles and those who worked closely with them, why is it easy to be intimidated even if we live in a society where we have freedom of religion?  (See 2Tm #2:Identifying with Christ.)

				

				

	

The Parable of the Rich Fool

				13 Someone from the crowd said to Him,"Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me."

				14 "Friend,"gr He said to him,"who appointed Me a judge or arbitrator over you?" 15 He then told them,"Watch out and be on guard against all greed because one's life is not in the abundance of his possessions."

				16 Then He told them a parable:"A rich man's land was very productive. 17 He thought to himself, 'What should I do, since I don't have anywhere to store my crops? 18 I will do this,' he said. 'I'll tear down my barns and build bigger ones and store all my grain and my goods there. 19 Then I'll say to myself,"Yougs have many goods stored up for many years. Take it easy; eat, drink, and enjoy yourself." '

				20 "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your •life is demanded of you. And the things you have prepared — whose will they be? '

				21 "That's how it is with the one who stores up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God."

				A Principle to Live By - Eternal Investments
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				#27 When God blesses us with material possessions that exceed our personal needs, we are to use our excess wealth to build God's eternal kingdom.

				Here is another event and parable exclusive to Luke's Gospel record. The primary issue does not relate to Jesus' refusal to settle this dispute but to the greed that was evidently in the hearts of the two brothers. To understand the sinful aspects of this materialistic attitude, Jesus shared this parable (vv. 16-21). 

				Against the backdrop of the total biblical story, we must also understand that the sin is not in having wealth or even in multiplying it. The sin is that this man used his wealth only for himself and his own comfort (note the number of times he used the terms"my" and"I" in this parable).  (See Ps #47:Treasures in Heaven.)

				Reflection and Response

				What other guidelines are there in Scripture to help us make decisions regarding how to use our excess wealth?  (See 2Co #16:Guidelines for Generosity; 1Tm #16: Being Generous.)

				

				

	

The Cure for Anxiety

				22 Then He said to His disciples:"Therefore I tell you, don't worry about your life, what you will eat; or about the body, what you will wear. 23 For life is more than food and the body more than clothing. 24 Consider the ravens: They don't sow or reap; they don't have a storeroom or a barn; yet God feeds them. Aren't you worth much more than the birds? 25 Can any of you add a •cubit to his heightgt by worrying? 26 If then you're not able to do even a little thing, why worry about the rest?

				27 "Consider how the wildflowers grow: They don't labor or spin thread. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was adorned like one of these! 28 If that's how God clothes the grass, which is in the field today and is thrown into the furnace tomorrow, how much more will He do for you — you of little faith? 29 Don't keep striving for what you should eat and what you should drink, and don't be anxious. 30 For the Gentile world eagerly seeks all these things, and your Father knows that you need them.

				31 "But seek His kingdom, and these things will be provided for you. 32 Don't be afraid, little flock, because your Father delights to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Make money-bags for yourselves that won't grow old, an inexhaustible treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  (See Mt #15:Eternal Treasures.)

				

	

Ready for the Master's Return

				35 "Be ready for servicegu and have your lamps lit. 36 You must be like people waiting for their master to returngv from the wedding banquet so that when he comes and knocks, they can open the door for him at once. 37 Those •slaves the master will find alert when he comes will be blessed. •I assure you: He will get ready,gw have them recline at the table, then come and serve them. 38 If he comes in the middle of the night, or even near dawn,gx and finds them alert, those slaves are blessed. 39 But know this: If the homeowner had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also be ready, because the Son of Man is coming at an hour that you do not expect."  (See Mt #53:Christ's Second Coming.)

				

	

Rewards and Punishment

				41 "Lord," Peter asked,"are You telling this parable to us or to everyone?"

				42 The Lord said:"Who then is the faithful and sensible manager his master will put in charge of his household servants to give them their allotted food at the proper time? 43 That slave whose master finds him working when he comes will be rewarded. 44 I tell you the truth: He will put him in charge of all his possessions. 45 But if that slave says in his heart, 'My master is delaying his coming,' and starts to beat the male and female slaves, and to eat and drink and get drunk, 46 that slave's master will come on a day he does not expect him and at an hour he does not know. He will cut him to piecesgy and assign him a place with the unbelievers.gz 47 And that slave who knew his master's will and didn't prepare himself or do itha will be severely beaten. 48 But the one who did not know and did things deserving of blows will be beaten lightly. Much will be required of everyone who has been given much. And even more will be expected of the one who has been entrusted with more.hb

				A Principle to Live By - Faithful Leadership
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				#28 All spiritual leaders are to be faithful in carrying out their managing and shepherding responsibilities.

				In Peter's question, his reference to"us" seems to be the twelve disciples Jesus called apostles (v. 41). They had been Jesus' primary audience all along on this journey toward Jerusalem."Everyone" referred to the"crowds" (11:29; 12:1,13) that gathered around but were on the periphery of this"inner circle". 

				Jesus' response to Peter's question focused on leadership. Without question, Jesus is the master and the manager represents leaders in charge of His church. The parable demonstrates clearly that various leaders fulfill the master's will with varying degrees of responsibility. Some are not faithful at all because they're unbelievers and will be eternally separated from God (vv. 45-46). However, even among spiritual leaders, there are those who function at different levels of commitment. Consequently, there will be different degrees of reward and discipline. Faithful managers will be honored with more responsibility. 

				Jesus is setting the stage for the birth of the church with a message to the apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers He will appoint (Eph 4:11). However, this parable also includes all the elders and overseers who will be appointed to manage and shepherd local churches. As spiritual leaders, we are all to be faithful, and we will be rewarded accordingly when Jesus returns (2Tm 4:1-5). However, if we fail, we'll be disciplined according to our degree of failure.  (See Eph #9:Building Up One Another.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul's admonition to the Corinthians help clarify Jesus' teachings regarding spiritual leaders?  
(See 1Co #8:The True Foundation.)

				

				

	

Not Peace but Division

				49 "I came to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already set ablaze! 50 But I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how it consumes Me until it is finished! 51 Do you think that I came here to give peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! 52 From now on, five in one household will be divided: three against two, and two against three.

				

				53 They will be divided, father against son,

				son against father,

				mother against daughter,

				daughter against mother,

				mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law,

				and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law."hc

				A Principle to Live By - A Difficult Decision

				#29 Though God's will for families and churches is unity and peace, we must also be aware that the gospel of Jesus Christ calls for a choice that may bring separation and division.
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				Consider those to whom Jesus initially came: the children of Israel. In individual households, some accepted Jesus as the Messiah and others rejected Him. Initially, this even happened in Jesus' family (Mk 3:20). This could have happened within some of the apostles' families—especially in view of their unusual calling to follow the Lord.  (See Mk #5:Unfair Accusations, p. 1347; Jn #15: Family Tensions.)

				Jesus was well aware of what His first coming was causing in Israel. He was anxious to 
complete this phase of His mission. Jesus' desire to set the earth"ablaze" may have been a reference to the unity and peace the church would bring, even among Jews and Gentiles (Lk 12:49). 

				When Jesus died, arose from the grave, and ascended back to heaven, the Holy Spirit came, and the unifying process began. Whole families responded to the gospel message (Ac 16:15,34), and it brought peace rather than division—not only in individual families but in local churches. His prayer for unity was being answered (Jn 17:20-23).  (See Jn #33:The Results of Love.)

				However, this principle regarding difficult decisions is still true. The choice to follow Jesus Christ may disrupt family unity when some members remain hostile toward the gospel. Still, even in divided families, the Epistles teach us how we might be able to maintain or restore unity by loving family members as Christ loved us!

				Reflection and Response

				How do some Christians unnecessarily create division rather than unity in a family where there are both believers and unbelievers? (See 1Co 7:15; 1Pt 3:1-7.)  (See 1Co #16:Mixed Marriages; 1Pt #8: Marital Relationships, 1Pt #8: Marital Relationships")

				

				

	

Interpreting the Time

				54 He also said to the crowds:"When you see a cloud rising in the west, right away you say, 'A storm is coming,' and so it does. 55 And when the south wind is blowing, you say, 'It's going to be a scorcher! ' and it is. 56 Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky, but why don't you know how to interpret this time?

				

	

Settling Accounts

				57 "Why don't you judge for yourselves what is right? 58 As you are going with your adversary to the ruler, make an effort to settle with him on the way. Then he won't drag you before the judge, the judge hand you over to the bailiff, and the bailiff throw you into prison. 59 I tell you, you will never get out of there until you have paid the last cent."hd

				

	

Repent or Perish

				13 At that time, some people came and reported to Him about the Galileans whose blood •Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 And He he responded to them,"Do you think that these Galileans were more sinful than all Galileans because they suffered these things? 3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as well! 4 Or those 18 that the tower in Siloam fell on and killed — do you think they were more sinful than all the people who live in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as well!"

				

	

The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree

				6 And He told this parable:"A man had a fig tree that was planted in his vineyard. He came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7 He told the vineyard worker, 'Listen, for three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why should it even waste the soil? '

				8 "But he replied to him, 'Sir,hf leave it this year also, until I dig around it and fertilize it. 9 Perhaps it will bear fruit next year, but if not, you can cut it down.'"

				A Principle to Live By - True Repentance

				[image: Getz1083.png]

				#30 To experience eternal life and avoid eternal death, we must all repent of our sins and receive God's gift of salvation.

				Jesus had been challenging the crowds to prepare for the judgment to come—to interpret accurately the signs of the times (12:54). This may have precipitated the question some raised about Pilate's involvement in the death of a group of Galileans. Did they suffer these things because they were more sinful than others? 

				Jesus responded by mentioning the accidental death of 18 people (13:4). Whether victims of a sinful leader's brutal attack or victims of accidental tragedy, these people didn't die because they were more sinful than the Jews who lived in Jerusalem. The facts are we will all eventually die physically, and we will not inherit eternal life unless we repent of our sins. In essence, Jesus was teaching what Paul wrote in his letter to the Romans:"For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" and"the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rm 3:23; 6:23).  (See Rm #6:Salvation through Faith.)

				Jesus then applied this truth to Israel as a nation by sharing the parable of the fig tree. Because His own people as a nation had ignored and rejected the message proclaimed by both John the Baptist and Jesus Himself, and did not"produce fruit consistent with repentance" (Lk 3:8), they were like a fruitless fig tree that would be cut down (13:9). 

				Reflection and Response

				Though the nation of Israel is very prominent in the biblical story, both in the Old and New Testaments, what should be our primary focus today?  (See Rm #20:The Great Commission.)

				

				

	

Healing a Daughter of Abraham

				10 As He was teaching in one of the •synagogues on the Sabbath, 11 a woman was there who had been disabled by a spirithg for over 18 years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all.hh 12 When Jesus saw her, He called out to her,hi"•Woman, you are free of your disability." 13 Then He laid His hands on her, and instantly she was restored and began to glorify God.

				14 But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, responded by telling the crowd,"There are six days when work should be done; therefore come on those days and be healed and not on the Sabbath day."

				15 But the Lord answered him and said,"Hypocrites! Doesn't each one of you untie his ox or donkey from the feeding trough on the Sabbath and lead it to water? 16 Satan has bound this woman, a daughter of Abraham, for 18 years — shouldn't she be untied from this bondage on the Sabbath day?"

				17 When He had said these things, all His adversaries were humiliated, but the whole crowd was rejoicing over all the glorious things He was doing.  (See Mt #29:Inappropriate Traditions.)

				

	

The Parables of the Mustard Seed 
and of the Yeast

				18 He said, therefore,"What is the kingdom of God like, and what can I compare it to? 19 It's like a mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his garden. It grew and became a tree, and the birds of the sky nested in its branches."

				20 Again He said,"What can I compare the kingdom of God to? 21 It's like yeast that a woman took and mixed into 50 poundshj of flour until it spread through the entire mixture."hk  (See Mt #33:The Kingdom of Heaven.)

				

	

The Narrow Way

				22 He went through one town and village after another, teaching and making His way to Jerusalem. 23 "Lord," someone asked Him,"are there few being saved?"hl

				He said to them, 24 "Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because I tell you, many will try to enter and won't be able 25 once the homeowner gets up and shuts the door. Then you will standhm outside and knock on the door, saying, 'Lord, open up for us! ' He will answer you, 'I don't know you or where you're from.' 26 Then you will say,hn 'We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our streets! ' 27 But He will say, 'I tell you, I don't know you or where you're from. Get away from Me, all you workers of unrighteousness! ' 28 There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth in that place, when you see Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and all the prophets in the kingdom of God but yourselves thrown out. 29 They will come from east and west, from north and south, and recline at the table in the kingdom of God. 30 Note this: Some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last."  (See Mt #19:The Way of Salvation.)

				

	

Jesus and Herod Antipas

				31 At that time some •Pharisees came and told Him,"Go, get out of here! •Herod wants to kill You!"

				32 He said to them,"Go tell that fox, 'Look! I'm driving out demons and performing healings today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will complete My work.'ho 33 Yet I must travel today, tomorrow, and the next day, because it is not possible for a prophet to perish outside of Jerusalem!

				

	

Jesus' Lamentation over Jerusalem

				34 "Jerusalem, Jerusalem! She who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her. How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 35 See, your house is abandoned to you. And I tell you, you will not see Me until the time comes when you say, 'He who comes in the name of the Lord is the blessed One'!"hp

				A Principle to Live By - God's Compassion

				[image: Getz1084.png]

				#31 We are to always present a message of hope to all people that God loves them and they can be saved if they respond to His grace.

				Throughout Old Testament history, this was God's continual message to the nation Israel, regardless of the number of times they rejected His love. Jesus reiterated that message as He headed for Jerusalem to experience ultimate rejection. Knowing that He would die for the sins of the world, Jesus still reminded the children of Israel that as a nation they would someday recognize Him as the Messiah—at the glorious second coming! Zechariah prophesied that they would look at the One"whom they pierced" and would"weep bitterly for Him as one weeps for a firstborn" (Zch 12:10).  (See Zch #10:The Blood of Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				According to the apostle Peter, why has Jesus Christ not yet returned to bring judgment on the earth?  
(See 2Pt #5:Looking for Christ's Return.)

				

				

	

A Sabbath Controversy

				14 One Sabbath, when He went to eathq at the house of one of the leading •Pharisees, they were watching Him closely. 2 There in front of Him was a man whose body was swollen with fluid. 3 In response, Jesus asked the law experts and the Pharisees,"Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?" 4 But they kept silent. He took the man, healed him, and sent him away. 5 And to them, He said,"Which of you whose son or ox falls into a well, will not immediately pull him out on the Sabbath day?" 6 To this they could find no answer.  (See Mt #29:Inappropriate Traditions.)

				

	

Teachings on Humility

				7 He told a parable to those who were invited, when He noticed how they would choose the best places for themselves: 8 "When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, don't recline at the best place, because a more distinguished person than you may have been invited by your host.hr 9 The one who invited both of you may come and say to you, 'Give your place to this man,' and then in humiliation, you will proceed to take the lowest place.

				10 "But when you are invited, go and recline in the lowest place, so that when the one who invited you comes, he will say to you, 'Friend, move up higher.' You will then be honored in the presence of all the other guests. 11 For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and the one who humbles himself will be exalted."

				12 He also said to the one who had invited Him,"When you give a lunch or a dinner, don't invite your friends, your •brothers, your relatives, or your rich neighbors, because they might invite you back, and you would be repaid. 13 On the contrary, when you host a banquet, invite those who are poor, maimed, lame, or blind. 14 And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you; for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous."

				A Principle to Live By - Humility and Generosity

				[image: Getz1085.png]

				#32 To live in God's will, we must demonstrate two basic qualities: humility and generosity. 

				When Jesus was being carefully scrutinized by the Pharisees at a meal—probably a set-up—He took advantage of this hostile setting to teach two very important lessons. First He taught the Pharisees not to exalt themselves, but instead to practice humility. Second, Jesus taught them to invite those who could not reciprocate. This would be true generosity. 

				These two qualities of life are taught again and again throughout the rest of the biblical story. They are perfectly modeled in Jesus Christ, an example all of us are to emulate. He served in humility (Jn 13:12-15) and gave up His very life; Paul identified this sacrifice as God's"indescribable gift" (2Co 9:15).  (See Php #6:Imitating Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what way does God recognize and honor true humility and generosity?  (See Jms #10:Humility versus Pride.)

				

				

	

The Parable of the Large Banquet

				15 When one of those who reclined at the table with Him heard these things, he said to Him,"The one who will eat bread in the kingdom of God is blessed!"

				16 Then He told him:"A man was giving a large banquet and invited many. 17 At the time of the banquet, he sent his •slave to tell those who were invited, 'Come, because everything is now ready.'

				18 "But without exceptionhs they all began to make excuses. The first one said to him, 'I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. I ask you to excuse me.'

				19 "Another said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I'm going to try them out. I ask you to excuse me.'

				20 "And another said, 'I just got married,ht and therefore I'm unable to come.'

				21 "So the slave came back and reported these things to his master. Then in anger, the master of the house told his slave, 'Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the city, and bring in here the poor, maimed, blind, and lame! '

				22 " 'Master,' the slave said, 'what you ordered has been done, and there's still room.'

				23 "Then the master told the slave, 'Go out into the highways and lanes and make them come in, so that my house may be filled. 24 For I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will enjoy my banquet! '"

				A Principle to Live By - Good News for All
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				#33 To carry out the Great Commission, we are to share the gospel with all people regardless of their economic status, their physical and mental condition, or their ethnic and religious backgrounds.

				Those attending the meal where Jesus shared this parable were religious leaders invited by a prominent Pharisee (14:1,7). In the parable, the"large banquet" is the reward at the end of the age. The One hosting the banquet is God the Father (v. 16). The"slave" is the Son, Jesus Christ (v. 17). Those initially invited to this banquet are the religious leaders in Israel—represented by the very people who were listening to Jesus tell this parable.

				As the parable unfolds, the religious leaders invited to this banquet made excuses as to why they couldn't attend. So God sent Jesus to invite"the poor, maimed, blind, and lame" (v. 21), those Israelites to whom Jesus had been ministering all along. However, there was still room for more guests, so the Father sent the Son to the"highways and lanes" and urged others to come to this banquet (v. 23). This last group refers primarily, though not exclusively, to the Gentiles, the"other sheep" that Jesus referred to on another occasion (Jn 10:16). The meaning of this story is summarized by John in his Gospel:

				He came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him. But to all who did receive Him, He gave them the right to be children of God, to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood, or of the will of the flesh, or of the will of man, but of God. (Jn 1:11-13)  (See Jn #21:Oneness in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why was it difficult for the apostle Peter to overcome his prejudice, and why is this true of so many people today?  (Review Lk #20: Freedom from Prejudice.)

				

				

	

The Cost of Following Jesus

				25 Now great crowds were traveling with Him. So He turned and said to them: 26 "If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his own father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters — yes, and even his own life — he cannot be My disciple. 27 Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.

				28 "For which of you, wanting to build a tower, doesn't first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, after he has laid the foundation and cannot finish it, all the onlookers will begin to make fun of him, 30 saying, 'This man started to build and wasn't able to finish.'

				

				31 "Or what king, going to war against another king, will not first sit down and decide if he is able with 10,000 to oppose the one who comes against him with 20,000? 32 If not, while the other is still far off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33 In the same way, therefore, every one of you who does not say good-bye tohu all his possessions cannot be My disciple.

				34 "Now, salt is good, but if salt should lose its taste, how will it be made salty? 35 It isn't fit for the soil or for the manure pile; they throw it out. Anyone who has ears to hear should listen!"

				A Principle to Live By - Dedicated Discipleship
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				#34 To be a dedicated believer, we must always make our commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ a priority over all other relationships as well as over our material possessions. 

				To understand these very demanding teachings by Jesus, we must understand the true meaning of Jesus' words and place them in their cultural setting and in their context in the biblical story. 

				First, the word"hate" (v. 26) means simply to"love less". Otherwise, when Jesus affirmed that we should love our neighbors as ourselves (Mt 22:37-40), it would be incompatible with this divine directive. Furthermore, Paul's exhortation to husbands to love their wives as Christ loved the church would be virtually impossible to reconcile with Jesus' demand regarding discipleship (Eph 5:25; Col 3:19). More generally, Jesus' new command to love one another as Christ loved us would also be difficult to understand and practice.  (See Jn #28:Modeling Love.)

				Historically and culturally, Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem to endure the cross. The twelve apostles were with Him, and much of what He said even to the crowds was to help these men understand the price He had called them to pay when He asked them to leave their vocations and all of their possessions and to be His devoted disciples. He had warned them earlier that families would be divided over their messianic message, and that following Him would require sacrifice and would result in persecution—even from family members (Mt 10:21-22,37-38).  (Review Lk #29: A Difficult Decision.)

				There are people who face this kind of family persecution in various religious communities even today. Some who choose to become Christ's followers are disowned, rejected, and in some cases actually killed by other family members. But if we want to be dedicated Christ-followers, all Scripture consistently teaches that God and His will are to be the priority in our lives.  (See Dt #20: Negative Family Influences.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways do Christians violate being dedicated disciples in our particular cultures today?

				

				

	

The Parable of the Lost Sheep

				15 All the tax collectors and sinners were approaching to listen to Him. 2 And the •Pharisees and •scribes were complaining,"This man welcomes sinners and eats with them!"

				3 So He told them this parable: 4 "What man among you, who has 100 sheep and loses one of them, does not leave the 99 in the open fieldhv and go after the lost one until he finds it? 5 When he has found it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders, 6 and coming home, he calls his friends and neighbors together, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, because I have found my lost sheep! ' 7 I tell you, in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 99 righteous people who don't need repentance.

				

	

The Parable of the Lost Coin

				8 "Or what woman who has 10 silver coins,hw if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 When she finds it, she calls her women friends and neighbors together, saying, 'Rejoice with me, because I have found the silver coin I lost! ' 10 I tell you, in the same way, there is joy in the presence of God's angels over one sinner who repents."

				

	

The Parable of the Lost Son

				11 He also said:"A man had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the estate I have coming to me.' So he distributed the assetshx to them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered together all he had and traveled to a distant country, where he squandered his estate in foolish living. 14 After he had spent everything, a severe famine struck that country, and he had nothing.hy 15 Then he went to work forhz one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to eat his fill fromia the carob pods the pigs were eating, but no one would give him any. 17 When he came to his senses,ib he said, 'How many of my father's hired hands have more than enough food, and here I am dying of hunger!ic 18 I'll get up, go to my father, and say to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight. 19 I'm no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired hands.' 20 So he got up and went to his father. But while the son was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion. He ran, threw his arms around his neck,id and kissed him. 21 The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight. I'm no longer worthy to be called your son.'

				22 "But the father told his •slaves, 'Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it on him; put a ring on his fingerie and sandals on his feet. 23 Then bring the fattened calf and slaughter it, and let's celebrate with a feast, 24 because this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found! ' So they began to celebrate.

				25 "Now his older son was in the field; as he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he summoned one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 'Your brother is here,' he told him, 'and your father has slaughtered the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.'if

				28 "Then he became angry and didn't want to go in. So his father came out and pleaded with him. 29 But he replied to his father, 'Look, I have been slaving many years for you, and I have never disobeyed your orders, yet you never gave me a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your assetsig with prostitutes, you slaughtered the fattened calf for him.'

				31 " 'Son,'ih he said to him, 'you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.'"

				A Principle to Live By - The Lost is Found

				[image: Getz1088.png]

				#35 We are to rejoice and celebrate whenever an unsaved person repents and becomes a member of God's eternal family.

				Jesus' prior teaching in this section of Luke regarding the cost of following Jesus has to do with the ongoing discipleship of those who are already believers (14:25-33). These three stories illustrate initial repentance for unbelievers—turning from a life of sin and believing in the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior.

				Jesus' example and these parables teach two primary lessons. First, as believers, we are to develop compassionate relationships with lost people.  (See Mt #23:Witnessing for Christ.)

				Second, no matter how contemptible or despicable people may have been prior to conversion, we should never be angry to see them experience God's grace. Whenever sinners truly repent, our proper response is to rejoice and celebrate. After all, there is joy in heaven when what was lost is found and what was dead is alive again.  (See Dt #7:Our Compassionate God.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways do some so-called Christians withhold compassion from lost people and refuse to rejoice when they experience God's forgiveness?

				

				

	

The Parable of the Dishonest Manager

				16 He also said to the disciples:"There was a rich man who received an accusation that his manager was squandering his possessions. 2 So he called the manager in and asked, 'What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your management, because you can no longer be my manager.'

				3 "Then the manager said to himself, 'What should I do, since my master is taking the management away from me? I'm not strong enough to dig; I'm ashamed to beg. 4 I know what I'll do so that when I'm removed from management, people will welcome me into their homes.'

				5 "So he summoned each one of his master's debtors. 'How much do you owe my master? ' he asked the first one.

				6 " 'A hundred measures of olive oil,' he said.

				" 'Take your invoice,' he told him, 'sit down quickly, and write 50.'

				7 "Next he asked another, 'How much do you owe? '

				" 'A hundred measures of wheat,' he said.

				" 'Take your invoice,' he told him, 'and write 80.'

				8 "The master praised the unrighteous manager because he had acted astutely. For the sons of this age are more astute than the sons of light in dealing with their own people.ii 9 And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of the unrighteous money so that when it fails,ij they may welcome you into eternal dwellings. 10 Whoever is faithful in very little is also faithful in much, and whoever is unrighteous in very little is also unrighteous in much. 11 So if you have not been faithful with the unrighteous money, who will trust you with what is genuine? 12 And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to someone else, who will give you what is your own? 13 No household slave can be the •slave of two masters, since either he will hate one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You can't be slaves to both God and money."

				

	

Kingdom Values

				14 The •Pharisees, who were lovers of money, were listening to all these things and scoffing at Him. 15 And He told them:"You are the ones who justify yourselves in the sight of others, but God knows your hearts. For what is highly admired by people is revolting in God's sight.

				A Principle to Live By - Treasures in Heaven
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				#36 When making decisions as they relate to our material possessions, we should do so with a perspective on eternity.

				Of all the stories Jesus told, this one has details that are the most difficult to explain. However, the major lesson is clear. We cannot serve"both God and money" (v. 13). 

				Earlier on His journey to Jerusalem, Jesus said,"every one of you who does not say good-bye to all his possessions cannot be My disciple" (14:33). This challenging statement certainly prompted questions among the twelve apostles. In fact, on another occasion they were"utterly astonished" when Jesus said,"it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God" (Mt 19:24-25). As spokesman, Peter asked,"Look, we have left everything and followed You. So what will there be for us?" (Mt 19:27). Jesus responded by focusing on their eternal rewards, once again helping them understand their special calling (Mt 19:28; cp. Lk 18:24-30). 

				Attempting to reassure these men, Jesus shared this parable regarding the dishonest manager. His primary message was that managing possessions—which He called"unrighteous money"—can easily distract us from focusing on God's kingdom and eternal rewards (Lk 16:9).  (See Mt #15:Eternal Treasures.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though Jesus may have been first and foremost addressing the twelve apostles, how does this parable relate to all who claim to be spiritual leaders?  (See 1Tm #14:Materialistic Motivation.)

				

				16 "The Law and the Prophets wereik until John; since then, the good news of the kingdom of God has been proclaimed, and everyone is strongly urged to enter it.il 17 But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one stroke of a letter in the law to drop out.

				18 "Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery, and everyone who marries a woman divorced from her husband commits adultery.  (See Mt #44:Standing Firm.)

				

	

The Rich Man and Lazarus

				19 "There was a rich man who would dress in purple and fine linen, feasting lavishly every day. 20 But a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, was left at his gate. 21 He longed to be filled with what fell from the rich man's table, but instead the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22 One day the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to Abraham's side.im The rich man also died and was buried. 23 And being in torment in •Hades, he looked up and saw Abraham a long way off, with Lazarus at his side. 24 'Father Abraham! ' he called out, 'Have mercy on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this flame! '

				25 " 'Son,'in Abraham said, 'remember that during your life you received your good things, just as Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here, while you are in agony. 26 Besides all this, a great chasm has been fixed between us and you, so that those who want to pass over from here to you cannot; neither can those from there cross over to us.'

				27 " 'Father,' he said, 'then I beg you to send him to my father's house — 28 because I have five brothers — to warn them, so they won't also come to this place of torment.'

				29 "But Abraham said, 'They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.'

				30 " 'No, father Abraham,' he said. 'But if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.'

				31 "But he told him, 'If they don't listen to Moses and the prophets, they will not be persuaded if someone rises from the dead.'"

				A Principle to Live By - Loving Money

				[image: Getz1090.png]

				#37 If we are blessed with wealth, we must not allow it to harden our hearts and to cause us to miss God's gift of eternal salvation. 

				Though Jesus was addressing His disciples when He told the story of the dishonest manager (16:1), the Pharisees were listening intently. The more they heard, the angrier they became because they"were lovers of money" (16:14). They knew Jesus was referring to them when He said,"You can't be slaves to both God and money" (16:13). Knowing their hearts and the way they had distorted the Law and the Prophets, Jesus addressed them directly. 

				To underscore His point, Jesus referred to the way these religious leaders were violating God's moral laws regarding marriage (v. 18). Throughout history, a distorted and selfish view of money and sex often go together. The most relevant issue at this moment, however, was materialism. Consequently, Jesus told the Pharisees a story about the rich man and Lazarus. 

				Jesus intended the Pharisees to identify with the nameless rich man in the story. He lived in plenty while ignoring Lazarus. When Lazarus died, he was welcomed to heaven—not because he was poor and needy but because of his faith in God in spite of his pathetic condition. However, when the rich man died, he went to the abode of the lost—not because of his wealth but because of his self-centered materialistic lifestyle. There he pleaded for relief from his torment, but it was too late. So he begged Abraham to send Lazarus to warn his five brothers of their impending doom. 

				Jesus made His point to the Pharisees:"If they don't listen to Moses and the prophets"—as these religious leaders had also failed to do—"they will not be persuaded if someone rises from the dead" (v. 31). Jesus was also speaking prophetically of His own resurrection, the reality of which the majority of religious leaders in Israel would openly reject.  (See 1Kg #39:Selective Listening.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why may Jesus have used the poor man's name but did not name the rich man? (See Php 4:3; Rv 21:27.)

				

				

	

Warnings from Jesus

				17 He said to His disciples,"Offensesio will certainly come,ip but woe to the one they come through! 2 It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea than for him to cause one of these little ones to •stumble. 3 Be on your guard. If your brother sins,iq rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him. 4 And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and comes back to you seven times, saying, 'I repent,' you must forgive him."

				

	

Faith and Duty

				5 The apostles said to the Lord,"Increase our faith."

				6 "If you have faith the size ofir a mustard seed," the Lord said,"you can say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it will obey you.

				7 "Which one of you having a •slave tending sheep or plowing will say to him when he comes in from the field, 'Come at once and sit down to eat'? 8 Instead, will he not tell him, 'Prepare something for me to eat, get ready,is and serve me while I eat and drink; later you can eat and drink'? 9 Does he thank that slave because he did what was commanded?it 10 In the same way, when you have done all that you were commanded, you should say, 'We are good-for-nothing slaves; we've only done our duty.'"

				

	

Ten Men Healed

				11 While traveling to Jerusalem, He passed betweeniu Samaria and Galilee. 12 As He entered a village, 10 men with serious skin diseases met Him. They stood at a distance 13 and raised their voices, saying,"Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!"

				14 When He saw them, He told them,"Go and show yourselves to the priests." And while they were going, they were healed.iv

				15 But one of them, seeing that he was healed, returned and, with a loud voice, gave glory to God. 16 He fell facedown at His feet, thanking Him. And he was a •Samaritan.

				17 Then Jesus said,"Were not 10 cleansed? Where are the nine? 18 Didn't any returniw to give glory to God except this foreigner?" 19 And He told him,"Get up and go on your way. Your faith has made you well."ix

				A Principle to Live By - Redeeming Grace

				[image: Getz1091.png]

				#38 We should encourage unbelievers to thank God for His common grace that He has bestowed on all humanity.

				Only Luke has recorded this miracle, which certainly fits his purpose: presenting a Gospel for all. In Jesus' day, the Jews resented the Samaritans. In fact, they would not even pass through their territory. When Jesus passed through Samaria, He demonstrated grace toward 10 lepers, healing each one of them. It appears nine were Jews and only one a foreigner. 

				Sadly, only the Samaritan returned to thank Jesus for His healing. However, when he did, it appears that at that moment he was born again and inherited eternal life. He was made whole physically when Jesus healed him, but he was made whole spiritually when he returned to thank Jesus. Clearly, it was not the act of thanksgiving that saved him but his faith in Jesus Christ. However, the very act of saying thanks for God's common grace may have precipitated his act of saving faith.  (See Jn #9: The Incarnate Word.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we apply this Principle to Live By practically when ministering to unbelievers?

				

				

	

The Coming of the Kingdom

				20 Being asked by the •Pharisees when the kingdom of God will come, He answered them,"The kingdom of God is not coming with something observable; 21 no one will say,iy 'Look here! ' or 'There! ' For you see, the kingdom of God is among you."

				22 Then He told the disciples:"The days are coming when you will long to see one of the days of the •Son of Man, but you won't see it. 23 They will say to you, 'Look there! ' or 'Look here! ' Don't follow or run after them. 24 For as the lightning flashes from horizon to horizon and lights up the sky, so the Son of Man will be in His day. 25 But first He must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation.

				26 "Just as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be in the days of the Son of Man: 27 People went on eating, drinking, marrying and giving in marriage until the day Noah boarded the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. 28 It will be the same as it was in the days of Lot: People went on eating, drinking, buying, selling, planting, building. 29 But on the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained from heaven and destroyed them all. 30 It will be like that on the day the Son of Man is revealed.  (See Zph #1:Spiritual Degeneration) 31 On that day, a man on the housetop, whose belongings are in the house, must not come down to get them. Likewise the man who is in the field must not turn back. 32 Remember Lot's wife! 33 Whoever tries to make his •life secure iz, ja will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it. 34 I tell you, on that night two will be in one bed: One will be taken and the other will be left. 35 Two women will be grinding grain together: One will be taken and the other left. [36 Two will be in a field: One will be taken, and the other will be left.]" jb

				37 "Where, Lord?" they asked Him.

				He said to them,"Where the corpse is, there also the vultures will be gathered."

				

	

The Parable of the Persistent Widow

				18 He then told them a parable on the need for them to pray always and not become discouraged: 2 "There was a judge in a certain town who didn't fear God or respect man. 3 And a widow in that town kept coming to him, saying, 'Give me justice against my adversary.'

				4 "For a while he was unwilling, but later he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or respect man, 5 yet because this widow keeps pestering me,jc I will give her justice, so she doesn't wear me outjd by her persistent coming.'"

				6 Then the Lord said,"Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 Will not God grant justice to His elect who cry out to Him day and night? Will He delay to help them?je 8 I tell you that He will swiftly grant them justice. Nevertheless, when the •Son of Man comes, will He find that faithjf on earth?"

				A Principle to Live By - Persistent Prayer

				[image: Getz1092.png]

				#39 When we face difficult circumstances that are beyond our control, we are to keep asking God for His divine help.

				Though this parable of the persistent widow relates to future events leading up to the second coming of Christ to rule and reign on earth (v. 8), it also yields a universal principle for believers of all time. God honors persistent prayer.  (See Neh #1:Intense Prayer.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we practice this principle on prayer and yet acknowledge God's sovereign control in our lives?  (See Lm #4:Praying for God's Help.)

				 

				 

				

				

	

The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax 
Collector

				9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and looked down on everyone else: 10 "Two men went up to the •temple complex to pray, one a •Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee took his standjg and was praying like this: 'God, I thank You that I'm not like other peoplejh — greedy, unrighteous, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give a tenthji of everything I get.'

				13 "But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even raise his eyes to heaven but kept striking his chest and saying, 'God, turn Your wrath from mejj — a sinner! ' 14 I tell you, this one went down to his house •justified rather than the other; because everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted."

				A Principle to Live By - Humility in Prayer

				[image: Getz1093.png]

				#40 We are always to approach God with a spirit of humility, knowing it is only by His grace we can enter His holy presence.

				The general message in this parable is that God honors true humility—a quality of life that reflects the very character of Jesus Christ when He took on"the likeness of men" and"humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death" (Php 2:7-8). This should be the attitude that is reflected in all that we do, but especially in prayer.  (See Php #6:Imitating Christ.)

				This is the message in this parable. There is no place in prayer for self-righteousness, only a humble spirit. True, we can enter God's presence with confidence and faith (Heb 4:16), but always reflecting a thankful and humble heart.

				Reflection and Response

				Though we may abhor the arrogance demonstrated by the Pharisee in this story, how can pride creep into our own lives in subtle ways that are almost indiscernible?

				

				

	

Blessing the Children

				15 Some people were even bringing infants to Him so He might touch them, but when the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 16 Jesus, however, invited them:"Let the little children come to Me, and don't stop them, because the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 17 •I assure you: Whoever does not welcome the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it."  (See Mk #19:The Younger Generation.)

				

	

The Rich Young Ruler

				18 A ruler asked Him,"Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?"

				19 "Why do you call Me good?" Jesus asked him."No one is good but One — God. 20 You know the commandments:

				

				Do not commit adultery;

				do not murder;

				do not steal;

				do not bear false witness;

				honor your father and mother."jk

				21 "I have kept all these from my youth," he said.

				22 When Jesus heard this, He told him,"You still lack one thing: Sell all that you have and distribute it to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow Me."

				23 After he heard this, he became extremely sad, because he was very rich.

				

	

Possessions and the Kingdom

				24 Seeing that he became sad, jl Jesus said,"How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! 25 For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God."

				26 Those who heard this asked,"Then who can be saved?"

				27 He replied,"What is impossible with men is possible with God."

				28 Then Peter said,"Look, we have left what we had and followed You."

				29 So He said to them,"I assure you: There is no one who has left a house, wife or •brothers, parents or children because of the kingdom of God, 30 who will not receive many times more at this time, and eternal life in the age to come."  (See Mk #20:Material Possessions.)

				

	

The Third Prediction of His Death

				31 Then He took the Twelve aside and told them,"Listen! We are going up to Jerusalem. Everything that is written through the prophets about the Son of Man will be accomplished. 32 For He will be handed over to the Gentiles, and He will be mocked, insulted, spit on; 33 and after they flog Him, they will kill Him, and He will rise on the third day."

				34 They understood none of these things. This saying was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was said.

				A Principle to Live By - Selective Beliefs

				[image: Getz1094.png]

				#41 We should make sure we do not have spiritual blind spots that cause us to use the Christian faith as a means to honor ourselves.

				Luke's record of Christ's prediction regarding His death and resurrection parallels what Matthew and Mark have recorded (Mt 20:17-19; Mk 10:32-34). Though all the apostles refused to accept the possibility of Christ's death, James and John took their denial and self-serving interest to a much higher level and tried to position themselves as the two who would sit on Jesus' right and left in the kingdom—an arrogant act indeed!  (See Mt #47:Servant-Leadership.)

				Even though Christ's crucifixion was literally days from happening, James and John still did not understand what the Savior meant when He said they would fish for lost people. At this moment, we're not even certain regarding their personal relationship with God. Seemingly they were following Jesus Christ primarily because of what they perceived as status and power.

				Luke concluded Christ's prediction by stating three times in different ways that none of the apostles could fathom the reality of Christ's death, even though the Old Testament prophets had written about it frequently. More specifically, the apostles ignored prophecies regarding the Messiah's coming as the suffering servant and only saw Him as the reigning King. In other words, they were very selective in what they wanted to believe—in essence, what would benefit them. In this sense, what"was hidden from them" resulted from their own self-deception (Lk 18:34).

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy—even today—for so-called Christ-followers to use the Christian faith to benefit themselves? Has this ever happened to you?

				

				

	

A Blind Man Receives His Sight

				35 As He drew near Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the road begging. 36 Hearing a crowd passing by, he inquired what this meant. 37 "Jesus the •Nazarene is passing by," they told him.

				38 So he called out,"Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" 39 Then those in front told him to keep quiet,jm but he kept crying out all the more,"Son of David, have mercy on me!"

				40 Jesus stopped and commanded that he be brought to Him. When he drew near, He asked him, 41 "What do you want Me to do for you?"

				"Lord," he said,"I want to see!"

				42 "Receive your sight!" Jesus told him."Your faith has healed you."jn 43 Instantly he could see, and he began to follow Him, glorifying God. All the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.  (See Mt #48:Personal Interest.)

				

	

Jesus Visits Zacchaeus

				19 He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 There was a man named Zacchaeus who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. 3 He was trying to see who Jesus was, but he was not able because of the crowd, since he was a short man. 4 So running ahead, he climbed up a sycamore tree to see Jesus, since He was about to pass that way. 5 When Jesus came to the place, He looked up and said to him,"Zacchaeus, hurry and come down because today I must stay at your house."

				6 So he quickly came down and welcomed Him joyfully. 7 All who saw it began to complain,"He's gone to lodge with a sinful man!"

				8 But Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord,"Look, I'll givejo half of my possessions to the poor, Lord! And if I have extorted anything from anyone, I'll payjp back four times as much!"

				9 "Today salvation has come to this house," Jesus told him,"because he too is a son of Abraham. 10 For the •Son of Man has come to seek and to save the lost."jq

				A Principle to Live By - Universal Grace

				[image: Getz1095.png]

				#42 We must never forget Jesus' primary mission: to provide salvation for all people. 

				Here is another encounter reported only by Luke that relates to his purpose in recording Jesus' life and ministry for Theophilus (1:3-4). The Savior came"to seek and to save the lost"—including, in this case, a"chief tax collector" (19:2,10).

				Earlier, Jesus had told a rich young ruler to sell everything and give it to the poor, and then informed the disciples that"it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God" (18:23-25)."Then who can be saved?" the disciples asked (18:26). This event helped answer that question.

				Zacchaeus's response to Jesus demonstrates dramatically that a very rich man can be saved, and he need not sell everything and give it to the poor. Rather, he needed to repent in order to have a personal relationship with God. Then as a result of his salvation, he made right what he had done wrong. Jesus apparently didn't even tell Zacchaeus to change vocations. Jesus' message was probably the same as that of John the Baptist when tax collectors asked him,"Teacher, what should we do?" John responded,"Don't collect any more than what you have been authorized" (3:12-13).  (See Mt #45:Biblical Priorities.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Jesus' statement that He came to seek and to save the lost serve as an encouragement to all believers to be involved in evangelism?

				

				

	

The Parable of the 10 Minas

				11 As they were listening to this, He went on to tell a parable because He was near Jerusalem, and they thought the kingdom of God was going to appear right away.

				12 Therefore He said:"A nobleman traveled to a far country to receive for himself authority to be kingjr and then return. 13 He called 10 of his •slaves, gave them 10 minas, and told them, 'Engage in business until I come back.'

				14 "But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, 'We don't want this man to rule over us! '

				15 "At his return, having received the authority to be king,js he summoned those slaves he had given the money to, so he could find out how much they had made in business. 16 The first came forward and said, 'Master, your mina has earned 10 more minas.'

				17 " 'Well done, goodjt slave! ' he told him. 'Because you have been faithful in a very small matter, have authority over 10 towns.'

				18 "The second came and said, 'Master, your mina has made five minas.'

				19 "So he said to him, 'You will be over five towns.'

				20 "And another came and said, 'Master, here is your mina. I have kept it hidden away in a cloth 21 because I was afraid of you, for you're a tough man: you collect what you didn't deposit and reap what you didn't sow.'

				22 "He told him, 'I will judge you by what you have said,ju you evil slave! If you knew I was a tough man, collecting what I didn't deposit and reaping what I didn't sow, 23 why didn't you put my money in the bank? And when I returned, I would have collected it with interest! ' 24 So he said to those standing there, 'Take the mina away from him and give it to the one who has 10 minas.'

				25 "But they said to him, 'Master, he has 10 minas.'

				26 " 'I tell you, that to everyone who has, more will be given; and from the one who does not have, even what he does have will be taken away. 27 But bring here these enemies of mine, who did not want me to rule over them, and slaughterjv them in my presence.'"

				A Principle to Live By - God's Unfolding Revelation

				[image: Getz1096.png]

				#43 To understand God's redemptive plan as it relates to both the nation of Israel and the church, we must carefully follow the unfolding story throughout Scripture.  (See Mt #52:Israel and the Church.)

				As the time drew near for Jesus to enter Jerusalem and to be taken captive and crucified, the Twelve were woefully unaware of what was going to happen. They expected Jesus to become King of the Jews and to rule and reign in Jerusalem. To correct their misunderstanding, Luke recorded a parable that Jesus told as He was drawing near Jerusalem. Matthew noted a similar but different parable that Jesus told after He had arrived there (Mt 25:14-30). These men definitely needed repetition in order to help them understand what was going to happen and what was not! 

				The message in both of these parables is the same. Jesus was not going to establish His kingdom on earth immediately. We know, of course, much more than the disciples knew at that moment—namely, that Jesus would indeed be crucified and resurrected and then ascend to heaven. The mystery of the church would then be revealed to these men, who would carry the salvation message"to the ends of the earth" (Ac 1:8; Eph 3:4-7). Jesus will return at some future date and reward those who have been faithful and judge those who have been unfaithful.  (See Mt #53:Christ's Second Coming.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Luke's record in Acts demonstrate that the apostles were still in process of understanding God's ultimate plan of redemption?  (See Ac #1:Waiting and Working.)

				

				

	

The Triumphal Entry

				28 When He had said these things, He went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As He approached Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the •Mount of Olives, He sent two of the disciples 30 and said,"Go into the village ahead of you. As you enter it, you will find a young donkey tied there, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying it? ' say this: 'The Lord needs it.'"

				32 So those who were sent left and found it just as He had told them. 33 As they were untying the young donkey, its owners said to them,"Why are you untying the donkey?"

				34 "The Lord needs it," they said. 35 Then they brought it to Jesus, and after throwing their robes on the donkey, they helped Jesus get on it. 36 As He was going along, they were spreading their robes on the road. 37 Now He came near the path down the Mount of Olives, and the whole crowd of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the miracles they had seen:

				

				38 The King who comes

				in the name of the Lordjw

				is the blessed One.

				

				Peace in heaven

				and glory in the highest heaven!

				

				39 Some of the •Pharisees from the crowd told Him,"Teacher, rebuke Your disciples."

				40 He answered,"I tell you, if they were to keep silent, the stones would cry out!"  (See Zch #8:A Humble Servant.)

				

	

Jesus' Love for Jerusalem

				41 As He approached and saw the city, He wept over it, 42 saying,"If you knew this day what would bring peace — but now it is hidden from your eyes. 43 For the days will come on you when your enemies will build an embankment against you, surround you, and hem you in on every side. 44 They will crush you and your children within you to the ground, and they will not leave one stone on another in you, because you did not recognize the time of your visitation."

				A Principle to Live By - Christ's Compassionate Love
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				#44 Though Jesus Christ will someday serve as a righteous judge, we must remember that He came to earth the first time because He is a loving and caring Savior.

				All four Gospel writers include the account of Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem. However, only Luke recorded Jesus' intense emotional response as He viewed the city from the Mount of Olives. Luke recorded the depth of His grief and sadness. He wept bitterly!

				The term Luke used to describe Jesus' tears indicates that He literally sobbed and perhaps even wailed. Jesus knew His people as a nation had rejected Him, and in rejecting Him they had rejected the kingdom and the opportunity to have peace with God (v. 44). Consequently, Jerusalem would be destroyed, as indeed happened when Titus and his Roman legions entered the city in a.d. 70. 

				In actuality, this bad news for Israel brought good news to all people. A door was opened to the Gentiles as well as to all Jews who realized they had rejected the Messiah. Again John captured this wonderful truth in his Gospel (Jn 1:11-13).

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important that we balance Christ's love and compassion for all humanity with the fact that He is also a righteous judge who must deal with those who reject His plan of salvation?

				

				

	

Cleansing the Temple Complex

				45 He went into the •temple complex and began to throw out those who were selling, jx 46 and He said,"It is written, My house will be a house of prayer, but you have made it a den of thieves!"jy

				47 Every day He was teaching in the temple complex. The •chief priests, the •scribes, and the leaders of the people were looking for a way to destroy Him, 48 but they could not find a way to do it, because all the people were captivated by what they heard.jz  (See Is #40:Reflecting Christ's Character.)

				

	

The Authority of Jesus Challenged

				20 One dayka as He was teaching the people in the •temple complex and proclaiming the good news, the •chief priests and the •scribes, with the elders, came up 2 and said to Him:"Tell us, by what authority are You doing these things? Who is it who gave You this authority?"

				3 He answered them,"I will also ask you a question. Tell Me, 4 was the baptism of John from heaven or from men?"

				5 They discussed it among themselves:"If we say, 'From heaven,' He will say, 'Why didn't you believe him? ' 6 But if we say, 'From men,' all the people will stone us, because they are convinced that John was a prophet."

				7 So they answered that they did not know its origin.kb

				8 And Jesus said to them,"Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things."  (In a similar situation, note the contrast described in Jn #19: One With God, p. 1452.)

				

	

The Parable of the Vineyard Owner

				9 Then He began to tell the people this parable:"A man planted a vineyard, leased it to tenant farmers, and went away for a long time. 10 At harvest time he sent a •slave to the farmers so that they might give him some fruit from the vineyard. But the farmers beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 11 He sent yet another slave, but they beat that one too, treated him shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed. 12 And he sent yet a third, but they wounded this one too and threw him out.

				13 "Then the owner of the vineyard said, 'What should I do? I will send my beloved son. Perhapskc they will respect him.'

				14 "But when the tenant farmers saw him, they discussed it among themselves and said, 'This is the heir. Let's kill him, so the inheritance will be ours! ' 15 So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.

				"Therefore, what will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come and destroy those farmers and give the vineyard to others."

				But when they heard this they said,"No — never!"

				17 But He looked at them and said,"Then what is the meaning of this Scripture:kd

				

				The stone that the builders rejected —

				this has become the cornerstone?ke, kf

				

				18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and if it falls on anyone, it will grind him to powder!"

				19 Then the scribes and the chief priests looked for a way to get their hands on Him that very hour, because they knew He had told this parable against them, but they feared the people.  (See Mt #49:Seeking the Truth.)

				

	

God and Caesar

				20 They watched closely and sent spies who pretended to be righteous,kg so they could catch Him in what He said,kh to hand Him over to the governor's rule and authority. 21 They questioned Him,"Teacher, we know that You speak and teach correctly, and You don't show partiality,ki but teach truthfully the way of God. 22 Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?"

				23 But detecting their craftiness, He said to them, kj 24 "Show Me a •denarius. Whose image and inscription does it have?"

				"Caesar's," they said.

				25 "Well then," He told them,"give back to Caesar the things that are Caesar's and to God the things that are God's."

				26 They were not able to catch Him in what He saidkk in public,kl and being amazed at His answer, they became silent.

				

	

The Sadducees and the Resurrection

				27 Some of the •Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came up and questioned Him: 28 "Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother has a wife, and dies childless, his brother should take the wife and produce •offspring for his brother.km 29 Now there were seven brothers. The first took a wife and died without children. 30 Also the second kn 31 and the third took her. In the same way, all seven died and left no children. 32 Finally, the woman died too. 33 In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For all seven had married her."ko

				34 Jesus told them,"The sons of this age marry and are given in marriage. 35 But those who are counted worthy to take part in that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. 36 For they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are sons of God, since they are sons of the resurrection. 37 Moses even indicated in the passage about the burning bush that the dead are raised, where he calls the Lord the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.kp 38 He is not God of the dead but of the living, because all are living tokq Him."

				39 Some of the scribes answered,"Teacher, You have spoken well." 40 And they no longer dared to ask Him anything.

				

	

The Question about the Messiah

				41 Then He said to them,"How can they say that the •Messiah is the Son of David? 42 For David himself says in the Book of Psalms:

				

				The Lord declared to my Lord,

				'Sit at My right hand

				43 until I make Your enemies Your footstool.'kr

				

				44 David calls Him 'Lord'; how then can the Messiah be his Son?"  (See Mt #50:Divine Wisdom.)

				

	

Warning against the Scribes

				45 While all the people were listening, He said to His disciples, 46 "Beware of the scribes, who want to go around in long robes and who love greetings in the marketplaces, the front seats in the •synagogues, and the places of honor at banquets. 47 They devour widows' houses and say long prayers just for show. These will receive greater punishment."ks

				

	

The Widow's Gift

				21 He looked up and saw the rich dropping their offerings into the temple treasury. 2 He also saw a poor widow dropping in two tiny coins.kt 3 "I tell you the truth," He said."This poor widow has put in more than all of them. 4 For all these people have put in gifts out of their surplus, but she out of her poverty has put in all she had to live on."  (See Mk #24:True Generosity.)

				

	

Destruction of the Temple Predicted

				5 As some were talking about the •temple complex, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, He said, 6 "These things that you see — the days will come when not one stone will be left on another that will not be thrown down!"

				

	

Signs of the End of the Age

				7 "Teacher," they asked Him,"so when will these things be? And what will be the sign when these things are about to take place?"

				8 Then He said,"Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am He,' and, 'The time is near.' Don't follow them. 9 When you hear of wars and rebellions,ku don't be alarmed. Indeed, these things must take place first, but the end won't come right away."

				10 Then He told them:"Nation will be raised up against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11 There will be violent earthquakes, and famines and plagues in various places, and there will be terrifying sights and great signs from heaven. 12 But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and persecute you. They will hand you over to the •synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of My name. 13 It will lead to an opportunity for you to witness.kv 14 Therefore make up your mindskw not to prepare your defense ahead of time, 15 for I will give you such wordskx and a wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. 16 You will even be betrayed by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends. They will kill some of you. 17 You will be hated by everyone because of My name, 18 but not a hair of your head will be lost. 19 By your endurance gainky your •lives.

				

	

The Destruction of Jerusalem

				20 "When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that its desolation has come near. 21 Then those in Judea must flee to the mountains! Those inside the citykz must leave it, and those who are in the country must not enter it, 22 because these are days of vengeance to fulfill all the things that are written. 23 Woe to pregnant women and nursing mothers in those days, for there will be great distress in the landla and wrath against this people. 24 They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive into all the nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled by the Gentileslb until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

				

	

The Coming of the Son of Man

				25 "Then there will be signs in the sun, moon, and stars; and there will be anguish on the earth among nations bewildered by the roaring sea and waves. 26 People will faint from fear and expectation of the things that are coming on the world, because the celestial powers will be shaken. 27 Then they will see the •Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 But when these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your •redemption is near!"  (See Mt #52:Israel and the Church.)

				

	

The Parable of the Fig Tree

				29 Then He told them a parable:"Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30 As soon as they put out leaves you can see for yourselves and recognize that summer is already near. 31 In the same way, when you see these things happening, recognizelc that the kingdom of God is near. 32 •I assure you: This generation will certainly not pass away until all things take place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away.

				

	

The Need for Watchfulness

				34 "Be on your guard, so that your minds are not dulledld from carousing,le drunkenness, and worries of life, or that day will come on you unexpectedly 35 like a trap. For it will come on all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 But be alert at all times, praying that you may have strengthlf to escape all these things that are going to take place and to stand before the Son of Man."  (See Mk #25:Alertness without Specificity.)

				37 During the day, He was teaching in the temple complex, but in the evening He would go out and spend the night on what is called the •Mount of Olives. 38 Then all the people would come early in the morning to hear Him in the temple complex.

				

	

The Plot to Kill Jesus

				22 The Festival of •Unleavened Bread, which is called •Passover, was drawing near. 2 The •chief priests and the •scribes were looking for a way to put Him to death, because they were afraid of the people.

				3 Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, who was numbered among the Twelve. 4 He went away and discussed with the chief priests and temple police how he could hand Him over to them. 5 They were glad and agreed to give him silver.lg 6 So he accepted the offer and started looking for a good opportunity to betray Him to them when the crowd was not present.

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual Qualifications

				[image: Getz1098.png]

				#45 When selecting key leaders in the church, we must take seriously the qualifications outlined in Scripture. 

				This principle in no way reflects on Jesus' perspective when He called Judas to follow Him. Judas's presence was necessary to fulfill the Savior's divine purpose. He knew from the beginning that this man would betray Him (Jn 6:70-71; 13:21). 

				From a human point of view, Jesus began His ministry in the context of carnality in Israel. Very few individuals, if any, measured up to what a godly leader should be. This was even true of the apostles. Consequently, Jesus had to spend several years equipping all of these men for ministry. 

				Regardless of the unique nature of Jesus' situation, the fact remains that Judas's behavior illustrates that there are individuals in the church today who are not qualified to be spiritual leaders. To appoint such a person will inevitably lead to disunity and division within the local body of Jesus Christ.  (See Mt #54:Carnal Influence.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some practical steps a church can take to make sure only qualified men and women are appointed to leadership positions? (See 1Tm 3:1-13.)  (See 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity.)

				

				

	

Preparation for Passover

				7 Then the Day of Unleavened Bread came when the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying,"Go and prepare the Passover meal for us, so we can eat it."

				9 "Where do You want us to prepare it?" they asked Him.

				10 "Listen," He said to them,"when you've entered the city, a man carrying a water jug will meet you. Follow him into the house he enters. 11 Tell the owner of the house, 'The Teacher asks you,"Where is the guest room where I can eat the Passover with My disciples?" ' 12 Then he will show you a large, furnished room upstairs. Make the preparations there."

				13 So they went and found it just as He had told them, and they prepared the Passover.

				

	

The First Lord's Supper

				14 When the hour came, He reclined at the table, and the apostles with Him. 15 Then He said to them,"I have fervently desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you, I will not eat it againlh until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God." 17 Then He took a cup, and after giving thanks, He said,"Take this and share it among yourselves. 18 For I tell you, from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes."

				19 And He took bread, gave thanks, broke it, gave it to them, and said,"This is My body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me."

				20 In the same way He also took the cup after supper and said,"This cup is the new covenant established by My blood; it is shed for you.li 

				A Principle to Live By - The Lord's Supper

				[image: Getz1099.png]

				#46 As we remember the death of the Lord Jesus Christ, we are to use the freedom God has given us to make this a meaningful memorial experience in our particular cultural situation.

				The Passover ceremony was instituted by God when He delivered the children of Israel from Egyptian bondage (Ex 12:14-28). His chosen people were to remember this deliverance on a regular basis.

				Prophetically, this celebration pointed to"the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!" (Jn 1:29). Jesus would be sacrificed on the cross in order to deliver all believers from the bondage of sin. Though Jesus knew this painful and humiliating event was near, He was glad the time had come for Him to eat the Passover with the apostles.  (See Ex #12:Christ, the Passover Lamb.)

				Luke mentioned a cup of wine prior to Jesus breaking bread, and another cup afterward. Since the traditional Passover meal was celebrated with four cups, Jesus may have used the first cup to introduce the meal that evening and to call attention to the"fruit of the vine"(Lk 22:18). After breaking bread to illustrate His body that would be pierced and disfigured, and then eating the Passover lamb (supper), Jesus may have used the traditional third cup of wine to represent His blood that would be shed on the cross.

				We cannot reconstruct the exact form that Jesus used to illustrate His death. God did not want these men or us to fixate on what we think the pattern and structure of this meal should be. Rather, we should understand the true meaning of this experience and then develop forms that are relevant to our own cultural situation. The apostle Paul explained the true meaning to the Corinthians, who had been abusing this meal (1Co 11:17-22). Paul wrote,

				For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: On the night when He was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and said,"This is My body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of Me." 

					In the same way, after supper He also took the cup and said,"This cup is the new covenant established by My blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes. (1Co 11:23-26)  (See 1Co #24:Avoiding Favoritism.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the creative ways we can remember the death of the Lord Jesus Christ in order to worship and fellowship with one another, and at the same time proclaim the gospel to those who have not received it?

				

				

				

				21 But look, the hand of the one betraying Me is at the table with Me! 22 For the •Son of Man will go away as it has been determined, but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed!"

				23 So they began to argue among themselves which of them it could be who was going to do this thing.

				

	

The Dispute over Greatness

				24 Then a dispute also arose among them about who should be considered the greatest. 25 But He said to them,"The kings of the Gentiles dominate them, and those who have authority over them are calledlj 'Benefactors.' 26 But it must not be like that among you. On the contrary, whoever is greatest among you must become like the youngest, and whoever leads, like the one serving. 27 For who is greater, the one at the table or the one serving? Isn't it the one at the table? But I am among you as the One who serves. 

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Reflecting Unity

				[image: Getz1100.png]

				#47 When we remember and proclaim Jesus' death with a communion meal, we are to be committed to creating unity in the church. 

				It's difficult to comprehend and visualize the childish scene among these twelve men who had followed Jesus for nearly three years. It began with an argument after Jesus stated that one of them would betray Him, and from there deteriorated into a heated debate as to who should be considered the most important. It would not be surprising if James and John precipitated this self-centered war of words, in view of their previous antics, but it seems clear that everyone became involved.  (See Jn #28:Modeling Love.)

				How could this have happened while participating in the Passover meal, which Jesus so clearly explained as a picture of His death? It simply and sadly indicates how immature these men still were. But it also helps us understand why the Corinthians so nonchalantly engaged in this meal in the context of selfish contentions, divisions, gluttony, and drunkenness. They too were reflecting immature and carnal behavior and had no concept of true love and unity in the body of Jesus Christ. Thus Paul had exhorted them earlier in his letter,

				The cup of blessing that we give thanks for, is it not a sharing in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a sharing in the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for all of us share that one bread. (1Co 10:16-17) 

				Reflection and Response

				Why should we examine our attitudes and actions prior to participating in the Lord's Supper? (See 1Co 11:27-32.)

				

				28 You are the ones who stood by Me in My trials. 29 I bestow on you a kingdom, just as My Father bestowed one on Me, 30 so that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom. And you will sit on thrones judging the 12 tribes of Israel.

				

	

Peter's Denial Predicted

				31 "Simon, Simon,lk look out! Satan has asked to sift you like wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And you, when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers."

				33 "Lord," he told Him,"I'm ready to go with You both to prison and to death!"

				34 "I tell you, Peter," He said,"the rooster will not crow today untilll you deny three times that you know Me!"

				A Principle to Live By - Satanic Attacks

				[image: Getz1101.png]

				#48 No matter how significant our position in the church, we are to be on guard against Satan's efforts to destroy us.  (Review Lk #10: Satan's Strategy.)

				Only Luke recorded this intimate dialogue between Jesus and Peter regarding Satan's request to"sift [him] like wheat" (v. 31). It naturally follows the squabble and wrangling among the apostles that had just taken place. 

				From the time Jesus first met Peter over three years before, He began to unfold His plans for this man. The new name Jesus gave him meant"Rock" (Jn 1:40-42). Peter was to be the primary leader of the apostles. Several months later, after Jesus had appointed twelve men to be apostles, Peter quickly became the main spokesman. In the four Gospels, his name is mentioned nearly two hundred times whereas John's name is mentioned only fifty times and James' name only about twenty times. This suggests that, even though all three brothers were part of the inner circle, Peter was to become the leader.

				When the church was born, there's no question from Luke's account in the book of Acts who was the primary leader among the apostles in Jerusalem. At that time, of course, all eleven men had been transformed by the Holy Spirit and no one questioned Peter's role. Earlier, however, in the upper room when this heated argument broke out, Peter may have been relatively silent, waiting for Jesus to discuss his leadership role. But when He did, Peter was likely surprised when Jesus prophesied that he would deny that he even knew the Lord. 

				Reflection and Response

				In what way was Jesus' prayer for Peter answered?  (See Jn #40:The Greatest Command.)

				

				

	

Be Ready for Trouble

				35 He also said to them,"When I sent you out without money-bag, traveling bag, or sandals, did you lack anything?"

				"Not a thing," they said.

				36 Then He said to them,"But now, whoever has a money-bag should take it, and also a traveling bag. And whoever doesn't have a sword should sell his robe and buy one. 37 For I tell you, what is written must be fulfilled in Me: And He was counted among the outlaws.lm Yes, what is written about Me is coming to its fulfillment."

				38 "Lord," they said,"look, here are two swords."

				"Enough of that!"ln He told them.

				

	

The Prayer in the Garden

				39 He went out and made His way as usual to the •Mount of Olives, and the disciples followed Him. 40 When He reached the place, He told them,"Pray that you may not enter into temptation." 41 Then He withdrew from them about a stone's throw, knelt down, and began to pray, 42 "Father, if You are willing, take this cup away from Me — nevertheless, not My will, but Yours, be done."

				[43 Then an angel from heaven appeared to Him, strengthening Him. 44 Being in anguish, He prayed more fervently, and His sweat became like drops of blood falling to the ground.] lo 45 When He got up from prayer and came to the disciples, He found them sleeping, exhausted from their grief.lp 46 "Why are you sleeping?" He asked them."Get up and pray, so that you won't enter into temptation."  (See Mk #26:Spiritual Tests.)

				

	

The Judas Kiss

				47 While He was still speaking, suddenly a mob was there, and one of the Twelve named Judas was leading them. He came near Jesus to kiss Him, 48 but Jesus said to him,"Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?"

				49 When those around Him saw what was going to happen, they asked,"Lord, should we strike with the sword?" 50 Then one of them struck the high priest's •slave and cut off his right ear.

				51 But Jesus responded,"No more of this!"lq And touching his ear, He healed him. 52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, temple police, and the elders who had come for Him,"Have you come out with swords and clubs as if I were a criminal?lr 53 Every day while I was with you in the •temple complex, you never laid a hand on Me. But this is your hour — and the dominion of darkness."

				

	

Peter Denies His Lord

				54 They seized Him, led Him away, and brought Him into the high priest's house. Meanwhile Peter was following at a distance. 55 They lit a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, and Peter sat among them. 56 When a servant saw him sitting in the firelight, and looked closely at him, she said,"This man was with Him too."

				57 But he denied it:"Woman, I don't know Him!"

				58 After a little while, someone else saw him and said,"You're one of them too!"

				"Man, I am not!" Peter said.

				59 About an hour later, another kept insisting,"This man was certainly with Him, since he's also a Galilean."

				60 But Peter said,"Man, I don't know what you're talking about!" Immediately, while he was still speaking, a rooster crowed. 61 Then the Lord turned and looked at Peter. So Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how He had said to him,"Before the rooster crows today, you will deny Me three times." 62 And he went outside and wept bitterly.  (See Mt #55:Our Great High Priest.)

				

	

Jesus Mocked and Beaten

				63 The men who were holding Jesus started mocking and beating Him. 64 After blindfolding Him, they kept ls asking,"Prophesy! Who hit You?" 65 And they were saying many other blasphemous things against Him.

				

	

Jesus Faces the Sanhedrin

				66 When daylight came, the elderslt of the people, both the chief priests and the scribes, convened and brought Him before their •Sanhedrin. 67 They said,"If You are the •Messiah, tell us."

				But He said to them,"If I do tell you, you will not believe. 68 And if I ask you, you will not answer. 69 But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the Power of God."

				70 They all asked,"Are You, then, the Son of God?"

				And He said to them,"You say that I am."

				71 "Why do we need any more testimony," they said,"since we've heard it ourselves from His mouth?"

				

	

Jesus Faces Pilate

				23 Then their whole assembly rose up and brought Him before •Pilate. 2 They began to accuse Him, saying,"We found this man subverting our nation, opposing payment of taxes to Caesar, and saying that He Himself is the •Messiah, a King."

				3 So Pilate asked Him,"Are You the King of the Jews?"

				He answered him,"You have said it."lu

				4 Pilate then told the •chief priests and the crowds,"I find no grounds for charging this man."

				5 But they kept insisting,"He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where He started even to here."

				

	

Jesus Faces Herod Antipas

				6 When Pilate heard this, lv he asked if the man was a Galilean. 7 Finding that He was under •Herod's jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem during those days. 8 Herod was very glad to see Jesus; for a long time he had wanted to see Him because he had heard about Him and was hoping to see some miraclelw performed by Him. 9 So he kept asking Him questions, but Jesus did not answer him. 10 The chief priests and the •scribes stood by, vehemently accusing Him. 11 Then Herod, with his soldiers, treated Him with contempt, mocked Him, dressed Him in a brilliant robe, and sent Him back to Pilate. 12 That very day Herod and Pilate became friends.lx Previously, they had been hostile toward each other.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Sovereignty 

				#49 Even when evil leaders engage in terrible acts of violence in order to achieve their own selfish goals, we are to acknowledge God's overall sovereign control over events in history.

				[image: Getz1102.png]

				Here is another event recorded exclusively by Luke. Though brief, it's a powerful story indicating how easy it is to join hands, even with enemies, in order to achieve self-serving goals. Prior to this event, Pilate and Herod had been politically hostile to each other. However, even though they"became friends" (23:12) and both agreed that Jesus was not guilty of a crime and worthy of death, they failed 
to do what was right. 

				In spite of this terrible injustice, God was still in control. In fact, Luke commented on this great theological truth when he penned Acts as a follow-up to his Gospel. Following an intense interrogation by the Jewish leaders, Peter and John were released, and after they had reported on what was said and done, the believers in Jerusalem acknowledged God's sovereign control over Jesus' persecution, death, and resurrection, including what was happening in their own lives:

				For, in fact, in this city both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, assembled together against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, to do whatever Your hand and Your plan had predestined to take place. (Ac 4:27-28) 

				Reflection and Response

				Can you think of a past event that seemed totally evil at the time, but later the gracious hand of God became evident?  (See Gn #70:Understanding God's Purpose.)

				

				

	

Jesus or Barabbas

				13 Pilate called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, 14 and said to them,"You have brought me this man as one who subverts the people. But in fact, after examining Him in your presence, I have found no grounds to charge this man with those things you accuse Him of. 15 Neither has Herod, because he sent Him back to us. Clearly, He has done nothing to deserve death. 16 Therefore, I will have Him whippedly and then release Him." [17 For according to the festival he had to release someone to them. ] lz

				18 Then they all cried out together,"Take this man away! Release Barabbas to us!" 19 (He had been thrown into prison for a rebellion that had taken place in the city, and for murder.)

				20 Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again, 21 but they kept shouting,"Crucify! Crucify Him!"

				22 A third time he said to them,"Why? What has this man done wrong? I have found in Him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore, I will have Him whipped and then release Him."

				23 But they kept up the pressure, demanding with loud voices that He be crucified. And their voices ma won out. 24 So Pilate decided to grant their demand 25 and released the one they were asking for, who had been thrown into prison for rebellion and murder. But he handed Jesus over to their will.  (See Mt #57:The Power of Self-Interests.)

				

	

The Way to the Cross

				26 As they led Him away, they seized Simon, a Cyrenian, who was coming in from the country, and laid the cross on him to carry behind Jesus. 27 A large crowd of people followed Him, including women who were mourning and lamenting Him. 28 But turning to them, Jesus said,"Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and your children. 29 Look, the days are coming when they will say, 'The women without children, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed, are fortunate! ' 30 Then they will begin to say to the mountains, 'Fall on us! ' and to the hills, 'Cover us! 'mb 31 For if they do these things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?"  (See Mk #28:Godly Women.)

				

	

Crucified between Two Criminals

				32 Two others — criminals — were also led away to be executed with Him. 33 When they arrived at the place called The Skull, they crucified Him there, along with the criminals, one on the right and one on the left. [34 Then Jesus said,"Father, forgive them, because they do not know what they are doing."] mc And they divided His clothes and cast lots.

				35 The people stood watching, and even the leaders kept scoffing:"He saved others; let Him save Himself if this is God's Messiah, the Chosen One!" 36 The soldiers also mocked Him. They came offering Him sour wine 37 and said,"If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself!"

				38 An inscription was above Him: md

				

				THIS IS
       THE KING OF THE JEWS.

				39 Then one of the criminals hanging there began to yell insults atme Him:"Aren't You the Messiah? Save Yourself and us!"

				40 But the other answered, rebuking him:"Don't you even fear God, since you are undergoing the same punishment? 41 We are punished justly, because we're getting back what we deserve for the things we did, but this man has done nothing wrong." 42 Then he said,"Jesus, remember me mf when You come into Your kingdom!"

				43 And He said to him,"•I assure you: Today you will be with Me in paradise."

				A Principle to Live By - Our Eternal Hope
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				#50 When we face physical death, as believers we are to be assured that we will immediately be with Jesus Christ in heaven. 

				Only Luke included this encouraging and reassuring dialogue between Jesus and one of the criminals. Earlier, both men had scoffed at the Messiah (Mt 27:44; Mk 14:32). However, at some point during this horrible crucifixion process, one confessed his crime and understood and believed in the suffering Savior. At that moment, Jesus made it clear that because of his repentance and faith, he would join Him that very day in the heavenly place called paradise. 

				More than any other story in the New Testament, these reassuring words from Jesus demonstrate that salvation is by faith and faith alone. Without participating in any ritual or performing any works, this man was instantly born again. He had the same hope as Paul did when he faced possible death in a Roman prison:"For me, living is Christ and dying is gain" (Php 1:21). Clarifying this great truth even more, he wrote to the Corinthians,

				So, we are always confident and know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. For we walk by faith, not by sight, and we are confident and satisfied to be out of the body and at home with the Lord. (2Co 5:6-8)  (See Php #4:Eternal Values.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does the truth in this dialogue between Jesus and the repentant criminal correlate with the story Jesus told about the rich man and Lazarus? (See Lk 16:19-31.)

				

				

	

The Death of Jesus

				44 It was now about noon,mg and darkness came over the whole landmh until three,mi 45 because the sun's light failed. mj The curtain of the sanctuary was split down the middle. 46 And Jesus called out with a loud voice,"Father, into Your hands I entrust My spirit."  mk Saying this, He breathed His last.

				47 When the •centurion saw what happened, he began to glorify God, saying,"This man really was righteous!" 48 All the crowds that had gathered for this spectacle, when they saw what had taken place, went home, striking their chests.49 But all who knew Him, including the women who had followed Him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.  (See Mt #58:More Miraculous Signs.)

				

	

The Burial of Jesus

				50 There was a good and righteous man named Joseph, a member of the •Sanhedrin, 51 who had not agreed with their plan and action. He was from Arimathea, a Judean town, and was looking forward to the kingdom of God. 52 He approached Pilate and asked for Jesus' body. 53 Taking it down, he wrapped it in fine linen and placed it in a tomb cut into the rock, where no one had ever been placed.ml 54 It was preparation day, and the Sabbath was about to begin.mm 55 The women who had come with Him from Galilee followed along and observed the tomb and how His body was placed. 56 Then they returned and prepared spices and perfumes. And they rested on the Sabbath according to the commandment.  (See Jn #37:Urgency with Patience.)

				

	

Resurrection Morning

				24 On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they mn came to the tomb, bringing the spices they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb. 3 They went in but did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men stood by them in dazzling clothes. 5 So the women were terrified and bowed down to the ground.mo

				"Why are you looking for the living among the dead?" asked the men. 6 "He is not here, but He has been resurrected! Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, 7 saying, 'The •Son of Man must be betrayed into the hands of sinful men, be crucified, and rise on the third day'?" 8 And they remembered His words.

				9 Returning from the tomb, they reported all these things to the Eleven and to all the rest. 10 •Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them were telling the apostles these things. 11 But these words seemed like nonsense to them, and they did not believe the women. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. When he stooped to look in, he saw only the linen cloths. mp So he went home, amazed at what had happened.

				

	

The Emmaus Disciples

				13 Now that same day two of them were on their way to a village calledmq Emmaus, which was about seven milesmr from Jerusalem. 14 Together they were discussing everything that had taken place. 15 And while they were discussing and arguing, Jesus Himself came near and began to walk along with them. 16 But theyms were prevented from recognizing Him. 17 Then He asked them,"What is this dispute that you're havingmt with each other as you are walking?" And they stopped walking and looked discouraged.

				18 The one named Cleopas answered Him,"Are You the only visitor in Jerusalem who doesn't know the things that happened there in these days?"

				19 "What things?" He asked them.

				So they said to Him,"The things concerning Jesus the •Nazarene, who was a Prophet powerful in action and speech before God and all the people, 20 and how our •chief priests and leaders handed Him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified Him. 21 But we were hoping that He was the One who was about to •redeem Israel. Besides all this, it's the third day since these things happened. 22 Moreover, some women from our group astounded us. They arrived early at the tomb, 23 and when they didn't find His body, they came and reported that they had seen a vision of angels who said He was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they didn't see Him."

				25 He said to them,"How unwise and slow you are to believe in your hearts all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Didn't the •Messiah have to suffer these things and enter into His glory?" 27 Then beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He interpreted for them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.

				28 They came near the village where they were going, and He gave the impression that He was going farther. 29 But they urged Him:"Stay with us, because it's almost evening, and now the day is almost over." So He went in to stay with them.

				30 It was as He reclined at the table with them that He took the bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized Him, but He disappeared from their sight. 32 So they said to each other,"Weren't our hearts ablaze within us while He was talking with us on the road and explaining the Scriptures to us?" 33 That very hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem. They found the Eleven and those with them gathered together, 34 who said,mu"The Lord has certainly been raised, and has appeared to Simon!" 35 Then they began to describe what had happened on the road and how He was made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

				A Principle to Live By - The Living Word
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				#51 When we study the Scriptures and hear them taught and explained, we should respond with deep feelings of gratitude, especially as they reveal the living Christ. 

				This story is one of Luke's most dramatic and encouraging accounts. Imagine unknowingly meeting the resurrected Christ—walking with Him, talking with Him, and listening to Him explain the Scriptures. Imagine even more what it would be like to share a meal with this stranger and then discover that He was indeed the Savior who died and rose again.

				Perhaps the most significant reflection on this experience is captured in the words of these two disciples once they understood who Jesus really was:"Weren't our hearts ablaze within us while He was talking with us on the road and explaining the Scriptures to us?" 
(v. 32). 

				Today Jesus is no stranger to those of us who know Him personally. However, how easy it is to lose the deep emotional response we should have when we hold the Scriptures in our hands, open the covers, and read the story of Christ's love from its sacred pages. Even more so, how easy it is to allow the truth from this body of sacred writings to become purely academic. 

				The author of Hebrews captured what should really happen in our hearts each time we are exposed to the Word of God:

				For the word of God is living and effective and sharper than any double-edged sword, penetrating as far as the separation of soul and spirit, joints and marrow. It is able to judge the ideas and thoughts of the heart. (Heb 4:12) 
(See Heb #7:The Word of God.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does this Principle to Live By apply both to teachers and to learners?

				

				

	

The Reality of the Risen Jesus

				36 And as they were saying these things, He Himself stood among them. He said to them,"Peace to you!" 37 But they were startled and terrified and thought they were seeing a ghost. 38 "Why are you troubled?" He asked them."And why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Look at My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself! Touch Me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you can see I have." 40 Having said this, He showed them His hands and feet. 41 But while they still were amazed and unbelieving because of their joy, He asked them,"Do you have anything here to eat?" 42 So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish, mv 43 and He took it and ate in their presence.

				44 Then He told them,"These are My words that I spoke to you while I was still with you — that everything written about Me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms must be fulfilled." 45 Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 46 He also said to them,"This is what is written:mw The Messiah would suffer and rise from the dead the third day, 47 and repentance formx forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And look, I am sending youmy what My Father promised. As for you, stay in the citymz until you are empoweredna from on high."

				

	

The Ascension of Jesus

				50 Then He led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up His hands He blessed them. 51 And while He was blessing them, He left them and was carried up into heaven. 52 After worshiping Him, they returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they were continually in the •temple complex praising God. nb  (See Mt #59:The Great Commission.)

				

				
					
						a1:1 Or events that have been accomplished, or events most surely believed

					

					
						b1:4 Or informed

					

					
						c1:7 Lit child

					

					
						d1:7 Lit Elizabeth was sterile or barren

					

					
						e1:7 Lit in their days

					

					
						f1:12 Lit and fear fell on him

					

					
						g1:18 Lit in her days

					

					
						h1:28 Other mss add blessed are you among women

					

					
						i1:34 Lit since I do not know a man

					

					
						j1:38 Lit Look, the Lord's slave

					

					
						k1:41 Lit leaped in her abdomen or womb

					

					
						l1:42 Lit and the fruit of your abdomen (or womb) is blessed

					

					
						m1:44 Lit in my abdomen or womb

					

					
						n1:46 Or soul magnifies

					

					
						o1:55 Or offspring ; lit seed

					

					
						p1:58 Lit the Lord magnified His mercy with her

					

					
						q1:71 Lit the hand

					

					
						r1:74 Lit from the hand of enemies

					

					
						s2:1 Or the whole inhabited world

					

					
						t2:2 Or This registration was the first while, or This registration was 
before

					

					
						u2:5 Other mss read was his engaged wife

					

					
						v2:9 Or Lord appeared to

					

					
						w2:9 Lit they feared a great fear

					

					
						x2:10 Or the whole nation

					

					
						y2:14 Other mss read earth good will to people

					

					
						z2:14 Or earth to men of good will

					

					
						aa2:19 Lit these words

					

					
						ab2:21 Or conceived in the womb

					

					
						ac2:23 Lit "Every male that opens a womb

					

					
						ad2:23 Lit be called holy

					

					
						ae2:23 Ex 13:2,12

					

					
						af2:24 Lv 5:11; 12:8

					

					
						ag2:27 Lit And in the Spirit, he came into

					

					
						ah2:32 Or the nations

					

					
						ai2:33 Other mss read But Joseph and His mother

					

					
						aj2:34 Or spoken against

					

					
						ak2:35 Or schemes

					

					
						al2:36 Lit in many days

					

					
						am2:36 Lit years from her virginity

					

					
						an2:37 Or she was a widow until the age of 84

					

					
						ao2:38 Lit very hour

					

					
						ap2:38 Other mss read in Jerusalem

					

					
						aq2:43 Other mss read but Joseph and His mother

					

					
						ar2:49 Or be involved in My Father's interests (or things), or be among My Father's people

					

					
						as3:1 Or ruler

					

					
						at3:3 Or baptism based on repentance

					

					
						au3:5 Lit be humbled

					

					
						av3:6 Lit all flesh

					

					
						aw3:4-6 Is 40:3-5

					

					
						ax3:9 Lit the ax lies at

					

					
						ay3:11 Lit tunics

					

					
						az3:15 Or hearts

					

					
						ba3:16 Or in

					

					
						bb3:16 Or in

					

					
						bc3:32 Other mss read Sala

					

					
						bd3:33 Other mss read Amminadab, son of Aram, son of Joram ; other mss read Amminadab, son of Admin, son of Arni

					

					
						be4:2 Lit were completed

					

					
						bf4:4 Other mss add but on every word of God

					

					
						bg4:4 Dt 8:3

					

					
						bh4:5 Other mss read So the Devil took Him up on a high mountain

					

					
						bi4:7 Lit will fall down before me

					

					
						bj4:8 Other mss add "Get behind Me, Satan!

					

					
						bk4:8 Dt 6:13

					

					
						bl4:10 Ps 91:11

					

					
						bm4:11 Ps 91:12

					

					
						bn4:12 Dt 6:16

					

					
						bo4:15 Or glorified

					

					
						bp4:18 Other mss add to heal the brokenhearted,

					

					
						bq4:18 Or release, or forgiveness

					

					
						br4:18-19 Is 61:1-2

					

					
						bs4:22 Or They were testifying against Him

					

					
						bt4:23 Or parable

					

					
						bu4:27 Lit cleansed

					

					
						bv4:29 Lit brow

					

					
						bw4:34 Or Ha!, or Ah!

					

					
						bx4:34 Lit What to us and to You

					

					
						by4:44 Other mss read Judea

					

					
						bz5:2 Lit boats standing by the lake

					

					
						ca5:4 Lit and you (pl in Gk) let down

					

					
						cb5:5 Other mss read net (Gk sg)

					

					
						cc5:6 Other mss read net (Gk sg)

					

					
						cd5:9 Lit For amazement had seized him and all those with him

					

					
						ce5:15 Lit the word

					

					
						cf5:20 Lit Man

					

					
						cg5:22 Or minds

					

					
						ch5:29 Lit were reclining (at the table); at important meals the custom was to recline on a mat at a low table and lean on the left elbow.

					

					
						ci5:33 Other mss read "Why do John's . . . drink?" (as a question)

					

					
						cj5:34 Or the friends of the groom ; lit sons of the bridal chamber

					

					
						ck5:35 Lit days

					

					
						cl5:38 Other mss add And so both are preserved.

					

					
						cm5:39 Other mss read is good

					

					
						cn6:1 Other mss read a second-first Sabbath ; perhaps a special Sabbath

					

					
						co6:8 Lit stand in the middle

					

					
						cp6:10 Other mss add as sound as the other

					

					
						cq6:20 Lit Then lifting up His eyes to

					

					
						cr6:25 Other mss omit to you

					

					
						cs6:26 Other mss omit to you

					

					
						ct6:38 Lit you measure

					

					
						cu6:48 Lit dug and went deep

					

					
						cv7:6 Lit and He already was not far from

					

					
						cw7:7 Other mss read and let my servant be cured

					

					
						cx7:8 Lit under me

					

					
						cy7:14 Or the bier

					

					
						cz7:16 Or awe

					

					
						da7:16 Or come to help

					

					
						db7:22 Lit cleansed

					

					
						dc7:25 Or who have glorious robes

					

					
						dd7:27 Lit messenger before Your face

					

					
						de7:27 Mal 3:1

					

					
						df7:28 Other mss read women is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist

					

					
						dg7:29 Lit they justified God

					

					
						dh7:35 Or wisdom is declared right

					

					
						di8:10 Is 6:9

					

					
						dj8:11 Lit But this is the parable:

					

					
						dk8:15 Or these are the kind who

					

					
						dl8:25 Lit Who then is this?

					

					
						dm8:26 Other mss read the Gadarenes

					

					
						dn8:28 Lit What to me and to You

					

					
						do8:37 Other mss read the Gadarenes

					

					
						dp8:42 Lit she was dying

					

					
						dq8:43 Other mss omit who had spent all she had on doctors

					

					
						dr8:45 Other mss add and those with him

					

					
						ds8:45 Other mss add and You say, 'Who touched Me?'

					

					
						dt8:47 Lit she had not escaped notice

					

					
						du8:48 Or has saved you

					

					
						dv8:54 Other mss add having put them all outside

					

					
						dw9:10 Other mss add deserted place near a

					

					
						dx9:11 Or healed ; in this passage, different Gk words are translated as heal. In Eng,"to heal" or"to cure" are synonyms with little distinction in meaning. Technically, we do not heal or cure diseases. People are healed or cured from diseases.

					

					
						dy9:12 Lit When the day began to decline

					

					
						dz9:14 Lit them recline

					

					
						ea9:17 Lit Then were picked up by them

					

					
						eb9:19 Lit has risen

					

					
						ec9:23 Lit come after

					

					
						ed9:23 Other mss omit daily

					

					
						ee9:31 Or departure ; Gk exodus

					

					
						ef9:32 Lit were weighed down with sleep

					

					
						eg9:35 Other mss read the Beloved

					

					
						eh9:39 Lit convulsions with foam

					

					
						ei9:39 Or bruising, or mauling

					

					
						ej9:41 Or corrupt, or perverted, or twisted ; Dt 32:5

					

					
						ek9:44 Lit Put these words in your ears

					

					
						el9:45 Lit about this statement

					

					
						em9:48 Or receives, throughout the verse

					

					
						en9:50 Other mss read against us is for us

					

					
						eo9:51 Lit He stiffened His face to go ; Is 50:7

					

					
						ep9:54 Other mss add as Elijah also did

					

					
						eq9:55-56 Other mss add and said,"You don't know what kind of spirit you belong to. 56 For the Son of Man did not come to destroy people's lives but to save them,"

					

					
						er10:1 Other mss read 72

					

					
						es10:17 Other mss read The Seventy-two

					

					
						et10:20 Lit don't rejoice in this, that

					

					
						eu10:21 Other mss read Jesus

					

					
						ev10:21 Other mss omit Holy

					

					
						ew10:21 Or thank, or confess

					

					
						ex10:21 Lit was well-pleasing in Your sight

					

					
						ey10:22 Other mss read And turning to the disciples, He said,"Everything has

					

					
						ez10:22 Or wills, or chooses

					

					
						fa10:27 Lv 19:18; Dt 6:5

					

					
						fb10:35 Other mss add as he was leaving

					

					
						fc10:38 Other mss omit into her home

					

					
						fd10:39 Other mss read at Jesus'

					

					
						fe10:39 Lit to His word or message

					

					
						ff10:40 Or tell her to help me

					

					
						fg10:41 Other mss read Jesus

					

					
						fh10:42 Lit has chosen the good part

					

					
						fi11:2 Other mss read Our Father in heaven

					

					
						fj11:2 Other mss add Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven

					

					
						fk11:3 Or our bread for tomorrow

					

					
						fl11:4 Or everyone who wrongs us

					

					
						fm11:4 Other mss add But deliver us from the evil one

					

					
						fn11:5 Lit Who of you

					

					
						fo11:6 Lit I have nothing to set before him

					

					
						fp11:8 Or annoying persistence, or shamelessness

					

					
						fq11:9 Or you, ask

					

					
						fr11:9 Or Search

					

					
						fs11:9 Or Knock

					

					
						ft11:11 Other mss read son asks for bread, would give him a stone? Or if he

					

					
						fu11:13 Lit the Father from heaven will give

					

					
						fv11:21 Lit his possessions are in peace

					

					
						fw11:22 Gk panoplia, the armor and weapons of a foot soldier; Eph 6:11,13

					

					
						fx11:24 Other mss omit then

					

					
						fy11:29 Other mss add the prophet

					

					
						fz11:33 Other mss omit or under a basket

					

					
						ga11:36 Or shines on you with its rays

					

					
						gb11:38 Lit He did not first wash

					

					
						gc11:41 Or But donate from the heart as charity

					

					
						gd11:42 Or a tithe

					

					
						ge11:42 Or neglect

					

					
						gf11:42 Lit the justice and the love of God

					

					
						gg11:44 Other mss read you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!

					

					
						gh11:47 Or graves

					

					
						gi11:48 Lit witnesses and approve

					

					
						gj11:48 Other mss omit their monuments

					

					
						gk11:50 Lit so that the blood of all . . . world may be required of this generation,

					

					
						gl11:51 Lit you, it will be required of this generation

					

					
						gm11:53 Other mss read And as He was saying these things to them

					

					
						gn11:54 Other mss add so that they might bring charges against Him

					

					
						go12:1 Or Meanwhile, or At this time, or During this period

					

					
						gp12:1 Or leaven

					

					
						gq12:6 Lit two assaria ; the assarion (sg) was a small copper coin

					

					
						gr12:14 Lit Man

					

					
						gs12:19 Lit say to my soul,"Soul, you

					

					
						gt12:25 Or add one moment to his life-span

					

					
						gu12:35 Lit Let your loins be girded ; an idiom for tying up loose outer clothing in preparation for action; Ex 12:11

					

					
						gv12:36 Lit master, when he should return

					

					
						gw12:37 Lit will gird himself

					

					
						gx12:38 Lit even in the second or third watch

					

					
						gy12:46 Lit him in two

					

					
						gz12:46 Or unfaithful, or untrustworthy

					

					
						ha12:47 Lit or do toward his will

					

					
						hb12:48 Or much

					

					
						hc12:53 Mc 7:6

					

					
						hd12:59 Gk lepton, the smallest and least valuable copper coin in use

					

					
						he13:2 Other mss read Jesus

					

					
						hf13:8 Or Lord

					

					
						hg13:11 Lit had a spirit of disability

					

					
						hh13:11 Or straighten up completely

					

					
						hi13:12 Or He summoned her

					

					
						hj13:21 Lit 3 sata ; about 40 quarts

					

					
						hk13:21 Or until all of it was leavened

					

					
						hl13:23 Or are the saved few? (in number); lit are those being saved few?

					

					
						hm13:25 Lit you will begin to stand

					

					
						hn13:26 Lit you will begin to say

					

					
						ho13:32 Lit I will be finished

					

					
						hp13:35 Ps 118:26

					

					
						hq14:1 Lit eat bread ; = eat a meal

					

					
						hr14:8 Lit by him

					

					
						hs14:18 Lit And from one (voice)

					

					
						ht14:20 Lit I have married a woman

					

					
						hu14:33 Or does not renounce or leave

					

					
						hv15:4 Or the wilderness

					

					
						hw15:8 Gk 10 drachmas ; a drachma was a silver coin = a •denarius

					

					
						hx15:12 Or living ; lit livelihood

					

					
						hy15:14 Lit and he began to be in need

					

					
						hz15:15 Lit went and joined with

					

					
						ia15:16 Other mss read to fill his stomach with

					

					
						ib15:17 Lit to himself

					

					
						ic15:17 Or dying in the famine ; v. 14

					

					
						id15:20 Lit He ran, fell on his neck

					

					
						ie15:22 Lit hand

					

					
						if15:27 Lit him back healthy

					

					
						ig15:30 Lit livelihood, or living

					

					
						ih15:31 Or Child

					

					
						ii16:8 Lit own generation

					

					
						ij16:9 Other mss read when you fail or pass away

					

					
						ik16:16 Perhaps were proclaimed, or were in effect

					

					
						il16:16 Or everyone is forcing his way into it

					

					
						im16:22 Or to Abraham's bosom ; lit to the fold of Abraham's robe ; Jn 13:23

					

					
						in16:25 Lit Child

					

					
						io17:1 Or Traps, or Bait-sticks, or Causes of stumbling, or Causes of sin

					

					
						ip17:1 Lit It is impossible for offenses not to come

					

					
						iq17:3 Other mss add against you

					

					
						ir17:6 Lit faith like

					

					
						is17:8 Or eat, gird yourself; lit eat, tuck in your robe

					

					
						it17:9 Other mss add I don't think so

					

					
						iu17:11 Or through the middle of

					

					
						iv17:14 Lit cleansed

					

					
						iw17:18 Lit Were they not found returning

					

					
						ix17:19 Or faith has saved you

					

					
						iy17:21 Lit they will not say

					

					
						iz17:33 Other mss read to save his life

					

					
						ja17:33 Or tries to retain his life

					

					
						jb17:36 Other mss omit bracketed text

					

					
						jc18:5 Lit widow causes me trouble

					

					
						jd18:5 Or doesn't give me a black eye, or doesn't ruin my reputation

					

					
						je18:7 Or Will He put up with them?

					

					
						jf18:8 Or faith, or that kind of faith, or any faith, or the faith, or faithfulness ; the faith that persists in prayer for God's vindication

					

					
						jg18:11 Or Pharisee stood by himself

					

					
						jh18:11 Or like the rest of men

					

					
						ji18:12 Or give tithes

					

					
						jj18:13 Lit God, be propitious to me ; = May Your wrath be turned aside by the sacrifice

					

					
						jk18:20 Ex 20:12-16; Dt 5:16-20

					

					
						jl18:24 Other mss omit he became sad

					

					
						jm18:39 Or those in front rebuked him

					

					
						jn18:42 Or has saved you

					

					
						jo19:8 Or I give

					

					
						jp19:8 Or I pay

					

					
						jq19:10 Or save what was lost

					

					
						jr19:12 Lit to receive for himself a kingdom or sovereignty

					

					
						js19:15 Lit to receive for himself a kingdom or sovereignty

					

					
						jt19:17 Or capable

					

					
						ju19:22 Lit you out of your mouth

					

					
						jv19:27 Or execute

					

					
						jw19:38 Ps 118:26

					

					
						jx19:45 Other mss add and buying in it

					

					
						jy19:46 Is 56:7; Jr 7:11

					

					
						jz19:48 Lit people hung on what they heard

					

					
						ka20:1 Lit It happened on one of the days

					

					
						kb20:7 Or know where it was from

					

					
						kc20:13 Other mss add when they see him

					

					
						kd20:17 Lit What then is this that is written

					

					
						ke20:17 Lit the head of the corner

					

					
						kf20:17 Ps 118:22

					

					
						kg20:20 Or upright ; that is, loyal to God's law

					

					
						kh20:20 Lit catch Him in a word

					

					
						ki20:21 Lit You don't receive a face

					

					
						kj20:23 Other mss add "Why are you testing Me?

					

					
						kk20:26 Lit catch Him in a word

					

					
						kl20:26 Lit in front of the people

					

					
						km20:28 Dt 25:5

					

					
						kn20:30 Other mss add took her as wife, and he died without children

					

					
						ko20:33 Lit had her as wife

					

					
						kp20:37 Ex 3:6,15

					

					
						kq20:38 Or with

					

					
						kr20:42-43 Ps 110:1

					

					
						ks20:47 Or judgment

					

					
						kt21:2 Lit two lepta ; the lepton was the smallest and least valuable Gk coin in use.

					

					
						ku21:9 Or insurrections, or revolutions

					

					
						kv21:13 Lit lead to a testimony for you

					

					
						kw21:14 Lit Therefore place (determine) in your hearts

					

					
						kx21:15 Lit you a mouth

					

					
						ky21:19 Other mss read endurance you will gain

					

					
						kz21:21 Lit inside her

					

					
						la21:23 Or the earth

					

					
						lb21:24 Or nations

					

					
						lc21:31 Or you know

					

					
						ld21:34 Lit your hearts are not weighed down

					

					
						le21:34 Or hangovers

					

					
						lf21:36 Other mss read you may be counted worthy

					

					
						lg22:5 Or money ; Mt 26:15 specifies 30 pieces of silver; Zch 11:12-13

					

					
						lh22:16 Other mss omit again

					

					
						li22:19-20 Other mss omit which is given for you (v. 19) through the end of v. 20

					

					
						lj22:25 Or them call themselves

					

					
						lk22:31 Other mss read Then the Lord said,"Simon, Simon

					

					
						ll22:34 Other mss read before

					

					
						lm22:37 Is 53:12

					

					
						ln22:38 Or It is enough!

					

					
						lo22:43-44 Other mss omit bracketed text

					

					
						lp22:45 Lit sleeping from grief

					

					
						lq22:51 Lit Permit as far as this

					

					
						lr22:52 Lit as against a criminal

					

					
						ls22:64 Other mss add striking Him on the face and

					

					
						lt22:66 Or council of elders

					

					
						lu23:3 Or That is true ; an affirmative oath

					

					
						lv23:6 Other mss read heard"Galilee"

					

					
						lw23:8 Or sign

					

					
						lx23:12 Lit friends with one another

					

					
						ly23:16 Gk paideuo; to discipline or"teach a lesson"; 1Kg 12:11,14 LXX; 2Ch 10:11,14; perhaps a way of referring to the Roman scourging; Lat flagellatio

					

					
						lz23:17 Other mss omit bracketed text

					

					
						ma23:23 Other mss add and those of the chief priests

					

					
						mb23:30 Hs 10:8

					

					
						mc23:34 Other mss omit bracketed text

					

					
						md23:38 Other mss add written in Greek, Latin, and Hebrew letters

					

					
						me23:39 Or began to blaspheme

					

					
						mf23:42 Other mss add Lord

					

					
						mg23:44 Lit about the sixth hour

					

					
						mh23:44 Or whole earth

					

					
						mi23:44 Lit the ninth hour

					

					
						mj23:45 Other mss read three, and the sun was darkened

					

					
						mk23:46 Ps 31:5

					

					
						ml23:53 Or interred, or laid

					

					
						mm23:54 Lit was dawning ; not in the morning but at sundown Friday

					

					
						mn24:1 Other mss add and other women with them

					

					
						mo24:5 Lit and inclined their faces to the ground

					

					
						mp24:12 Other mss add lying there

					

					
						mq24:13 Lit village, which name is

					

					
						mr24:13 Lit about 60 stadia ; 1 stadion = 600 feet

					

					
						ms24:16 Lit their eyes

					

					
						mt24:17 Lit What are these words that you are exchanging

					

					
						mu24:34 Gk is specific that this refers to the Eleven and those with them.

					

					
						mv24:42 Other mss add and some honeycomb

					

					
						mw24:46 Other mss add and thus it was necessary that

					

					
						mx24:47 Other mss read repentance and

					

					
						my24:49 Lit upon you

					

					
						mz24:49 Other mss add of Jerusalem

					

					
						na24:49 Lit clothed with power

					

					
						nb24:53 Other mss read praising and blessing God. Amen.

					

				

			

	

				John

				Author: John

				Date of writing: ca a.d. 90

				

			

Introduction

				The apostle John wrote this Gospel, three Epistles, and the book of Revelation. Jesus called John and his brother James the Sons of Thunder, and they initially lived up to that name with their aggressive ambition. But after the resurrection, when they fully understood and believed who Jesus Christ was, they boldly dedicated their lives to ministry. James was the first of the apostles to be martyred, whereas John served faithfully into old age. 

				John teaches us principles of bold, lifelong ministry

				

				

				John brought out the fact that for many who began following Jesus, coming to full faith in Him was a process. The people Jesus healed may at first have merely believed that Jesus was a prophet, a man from God. Some religious leaders were intrigued by Jesus but were reluctant to give their lives to Him for fear of losing their status or indeed their lives. Even the apostles initially only acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah. True faith goes beyond merely recognizing facts. Like Thomas, we each need to confess that Jesus is"my Lord and my God."

				John teaches us principles of the growth of faith

				

				

				In his Gospel and Epistles, John emphasized love and unity in the body of Christ, the church. Jesus called His followers to love one another. This was to be the trait by which the rest of the world could recognize them. Today when Christians fight and split, it cripples our witness, but when we display love and unity, unbelievers are attracted by what they see. 

				John teaches us principles of winsome fellowship

				

				

				John told us why he wrote his Gospel. He recorded seven miracles that Jesus performed, saying that they were signs. He said that Jesus actually performed many more signs, but that he wrote down these seven as ample evidence for his readers to"believe Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and by believing you may have life in His name." Though Jesus is no longer physically walking on earth today, the witness of Scripture and the conviction of the Holy Spirit is all we need in order to come to know that Jesus is God and to have faith in Him for eternal life. 

				John teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in John

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

						
								
								1:1-5

							
								
								#1: The Living Word

							
								
								When communicating the message of salvation, words, ideas, and concepts should be used that help listeners clearly understand God's eternal and never-changing truth.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:6-18

							
								
								#2: The Deity of Christ

							
								
								When we truly understand who the Lord Jesus Christ is and what He has done for us, we should respond by believing in Him and receiving Him as personal Savior.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								1:29-51

							
								
								#3: Seeking the Truth

							
								
								Even though we may be in the process of discovering who Jesus really is, we should invite others to join us in this exciting adventure.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:1-11

							
								
								#4: Profession versus Possession

							
								
								As those who profess to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, we should make sure it is a belief that has truly resulted in eternal life.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								2:13-25

							
								
								#5: Superficial Faith

							
								
								We should understand that when people profess to believe in Jesus, some will do so insincerely and with improper motives.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								3:1-21

							
								
								#6: A New Life in Christ

							
								
								To inherit eternal life, each one of us must experience the new birth.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								3:22-30

							
								
								#7: Christ First

							
								
								We are never to elevate any spiritual leader to the place where we are honoring another person above the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								3:31-36

							
								
								#8: Eternal Hope

							
								
								When we are truly born again by God's Spirit, we are to be certain that our eternal life begins at that moment.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								4:1-42

							
								
								#9: The Incarnate Word

							
								
								No matter what our background, we must sincerely believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of God in order to inherit eternal life.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								4:46-54

							
								
								#10: A Gentile's Faith

							
								
								We are to realize that God sometimes allows crises in people's lives to bring them to true faith in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								5:1-23

							
								
								#11: Christ's Deity

							
								
								To be true to the Scriptures, we must reject all teachings that deny that Jesus Christ and God are equal.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								5:24-47

							
								
								#12: Scriptural 
Authenticity

							
								
								When we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as our personal and resurrected Savior, we should understand that we are making a faith-based decision that is rooted in verifiable historical evidence.
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								6:1-13

							
								
								#13: God's Personal Concern

							
								
								When we are seeking to know the truth, we should be confident that Jesus Christ is interested in each one of us and our eternal relationship with the Father.
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								6:14-71

							
								
								#14: Pure Motives

							
								
								When we put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we must make sure our primary motives are spiritual rather than material.
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								7:1-9

							
								
								#15: Family Tensions

							
								
								When we have family members who have not received the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior, we must not give up hope regarding their salvation.
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								7:10-24

							
								
								#16: A Sincere Quest

							
								
								To know and understand the truth about the Lord Jesus Christ, we must sincerely desire to understand and do God's will.
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								7:25-52

							
								
								#17: Bold but Wise

							
								
								Though there are times when it may be wise not to comment publicly about our faith, in general we are to be bold and open in our Christian witness.
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								7:53–8:11

							
								
								#18: Total Forgiveness

							
								
								No matter what sins we have committed, we should be confident that Jesus Christ will forgive us if we truly repent.
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								8:12-59

							
								
								#19: One With God

							
								
								When we truly believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, we are sincerely to identify Him as One with God.
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								9:1-41

							
								
								#20: Acceptance or Rejection

							
								
								We should not be surprised when the message of Christ's deity leads either to saving faith or to total rejection of the salvation story.
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								10:1-21

							
								
								#21: Oneness in Christ

							
								
								When we sincerely receive the Lord Jesus Christ and enter God's family, we are to accept one another and function as one united body in Christ.
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								10:22-30

							
								
								#22: Eternal Salvation

							
								
								When we are truly born again by God's Spirit, we are to be certain that we are eternally saved.
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								11:1-27

							
								
								#23: Our Eternal Hope

							
								
								As those who have personally received the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, we are to face physical death with full assurance that we have eternal life.
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								11:28-44

							
								
								#24: Physical Death and Eternal Hope

							
								
								When our loved ones die who have put their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we are to take great comfort that they are with Christ.
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								12:20-36

							
								
								#25: The Urgency for Belief

							
								
								When we hear the truth regarding Jesus Christ, we must understand that the opportunity to receive Him as Savior may end at any moment.
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								12:37-43

							
								
								#26: Pleasing God First

							
								
								When we receive the Lord Jesus as Savior and become Christ-followers, we are to always seek God's approval above man's approval.
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								13:1-17

							
								
								#27: A Servant's Heart

							
								
								No matter our role in the church of Jesus Christ, we are always to serve one another in love.
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								13:18-35

							
								
								#28: Modeling Love

							
								
								To carry out the Great Commission effectively, we are first of all to demonstrate to the world the character of true disciples of Jesus Christ.
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								14:15-26

							
								
								#29: The Spirit of Truth

							
								
								We are to consult God's written Word regularly, asking the Holy Spirit to illuminate our minds to understand and apply scriptural truth.
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								15:1-17

							
								
								#30: God's Sustaining Strength

							
								
								To love one another as Jesus has loved us, we must draw supernatural strength from the indwelling Spirit of Christ.
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								16:5-15

							
								
								#31: The Holy Spirit's Ministry

							
								
								When we share the truth of the Word of God with unbelievers, we are to rely on the Holy Spirit to enable them to receive the message of salvation.
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								16:16-24

							
								
								#32: The Power of Prayer

							
								
								To experience joy and peace in the midst of life's challenges, we are to approach God through the Lord Jesus Christ.
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								17:1-23

							
								
								#33: The Results of Love

							
								
								As believers, we are to do all we can to maintain the spirit of love and unity in our churches in order to demonstrate to the world that Jesus Christ is the incarnate Son of God.
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								17:24-26

							
								
								#34: Knowing God Personally

							
								
								To have eternal life, we must not only believe that the Lord Jesus Christ came from God but we must personally receive Him as the One who became the incarnate Son of God.
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								19:25-27

							
								
								#35: Honoring Parents

							
								
								As believing children, we are to be committed to caring and providing for our aging parents.
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								19:28-37

							
								
								#36: Fulfilled Prophecies

							
								
								When sharing evidence that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, we should be prepared to review some of the many ways in which His life on earth fulfilled a number of Old Testament prophecies.
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								19:38-42

							
								
								#37: Urgency with Patience

							
								
								When sharing the message about the Lord Jesus Christ, we should allow unbelievers time to process and respond to what they have heard.
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								20:19-28

							
								
								#38: Dealing with Doubters

							
								
								We must remember that some unbelievers who are the most difficult to reach with the truth may become the most effective in convincing others that Jesus is the Son of God.

							
								
								38

							
						

						
								
								20:29-31

							
								
								#39: The Power of Scripture

							
								
								When we present the gospel of Jesus Christ, we are to trust God and the Holy Spirit to use the inspired Scriptures to convince people that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
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								21:15-19

							
								
								#40: The Greatest 
Command

							
								
								We should not be surprised if the Lord at times tests the extent of our love for Him.
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				John

				



	

Prologue

				1 In the beginning was the Word,a

				and the Word was with God,

				and the Word was God.

				2 He was with God in the beginning.

				3 All things were created through Him,

				and apart from Him not one thing was created

				that has been created.

				4 Life was in Him, b

				and that life was the light of men.

				5 That light shines in the darkness,

				yet the darkness did not overcomec it.

				

				A Principle to Live By - The Living Word

				[image: Getz1105.png]

				#1 When communicating the message of salvation, words, ideas, and concepts should be used that help listeners clearly understand God's eternal and never-changing truth.

				The apostle John practiced this principle when he described the Lord Jesus Christ using the Greek term logos, translated"Word" in English. His Jewish audience would be familiar with the term logos since this idea was associated with the personification of God's revelation in the Greek Old Testament. For example, the psalmist wrote,"He sends His command throughout the earth; His word runs swiftly." God's spoken Word has taken on personality as it"runs swiftly" (Ps 147:15; cp. 33:6; 107:20; 119:89).

				John's Gentile audience—especially those educated in Greek philosophy—would also be familiar with the term logos since the Stoics used this word to describe"ultimate intelligence" and the"controlling reason of the universe." In essence, these philosophers were discussing what they believed was a universal principle, but not an all-knowing, all-powerful and ever present personality. 

				In view of these two perspectives, John purposely chose the word logos to describe the Lord Jesus Christ, because it was a familiar word that was often used in both the religious and the philosophical circles of his day. His purpose was to convey a whole new message of truth. With divine revelation inspired by the Holy Spirit, John explained who the logos really is: God Himself who has been revealed in Jesus Christ.

				It's important to understand that when John used this freedom with language, he did not mix truth with error. He was not absorbing false religious and pagan concepts into his divine message, which would be syncretism.  (See Jdg #19:Religious Syncretism.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul's goal for communicating the gospel verify that we have freedom in form—even in the use of language?  (See 1Co #21:Freedom in Form.)

				

				6 There was a man named John

				who was sent from God.

				7 He came as a witness

				to testify about the light,

				so that all might believe through him.d

				8 He was not the light,

				but he came to testify about the light.

				9 The true light, who gives light to everyone,

				was coming into the world.e

				10 He was in the world,

				and the world was created through Him,

				yet the •world did not recognize Him.

				11 He came to His own,f

				and His own peopleg did not receive Him.

				12 But to all who did receive Him,

				He gave them the right to beh children of God,

				to those who believe in His name,

				13 who were born,

				not of blood,i

				or of the will of the flesh,

				or of the will of man,j

				but of God.

				

				14 The Word became flesh

				and took up residencek among us.

				We observed His glory,

				the glory as the •One and Only Sonl from the Father,

				full of grace and truth.

				15 (John testified concerning Him and exclaimed,

				"This was the One of whom I said,

				'The One coming after me has surpassed me,

				because He existed before me.'")

				16 Indeed, we have all received grace after grace

				from His fullness,

				17 for the law was given through Moses,

				grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

				18 No one has ever seen God.

				The One and Only Son m —

				the One who is at the Father's siden —

				He has revealed Him.

				A Principle to Live By - The Deity of Christ

				[image: Getz1106.png]

				#2 When we truly understand who the Lord Jesus Christ is and what He has done for us, we should respond by believing in Him and receiving Him as personal Savior. 

				John outlined the key to his message in the very first lines of his Gospel. Jesus Christ and God the Father are one and the same (v. 1b; cp. 14:7-11). Therefore, Jesus has always existed (1:1a). He was there at the beginning of time and participated in the creation of the universe (vv. 2-3,10; cp. 8:58). He is the author and sustainer of life (1:4). For who He is, Jesus deserves ardent, wholehearted worship.

				But there is more! Jesus Christ, equal with God and the very essence of life and light, left heaven and came to earth as a human being to live among us (vv. 5,9-11,14,18; cp. Php 2:7). In Christ, the glorious, eternal God walked among mankind, so that those who looked at Jesus were indeed looking at Yahweh Himself (Jn 1:14,18; cp. 1Jn 1:1-3)! 

				Finally, and most exciting of all for sinful humanity, Jesus Christ had a wonderful purpose for coming to earth. Metaphorically, He brought light to everyone (Jn 1:9) and revealed God's grace and truth (vv. 14-17). In other words, He offered an intimate relationship with God to any who would receive it through Him (v. 12). This is the good news at the heart of the gospel: those who are born again, born of God through Jesus Christ, become children of God and inherit eternal life and immeasurable spiritual riches. Once we hear and understand this gospel, the only reasonable response is to accept this magnificent gift and gratefully offer all our praise and worship to God. 

				Reflection and Response

				What does it really mean to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and to receive Him as personal Savior?  (See Eph #4:God's Gift.)

				

				

	

John the Baptist's Testimony

				19 This is John's testimony when the •Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him,"Who are you?"

				20 He did not refuse to answer, but he declared:"I am not the •Messiah."

				21 "What then?" they asked him."Are you Elijah?"

				"I am not," he said.

				"Are you the Prophet?"

				"No," he answered.

				22 "Who are you, then?" they asked."We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What can you tell us about yourself?"

				23 He said,"I am a voice of one crying out in the wilderness: Make straight the way of the Lordo — just as Isaiah the prophet said."

				24 Now they had been sent from the •Pharisees. 25 So they asked him,"Why then do you baptize if you aren't the Messiah, or Elijah, or the Prophet?"

				26 "I baptize withp water," John answered them."Someone stands among you, but you don't know Him. 27 He is the One coming after me, q whose sandal strap I'm not worthy to untie."

				28 All this happened in Bethany r across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.  (See Mt #4 The Message of Repentance, p. 1286; Lk #8: Believer's Baptism.)

				

	

The Lamb of God

				29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said,"Here is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the One I told you about: 'After me comes a man who has surpassed me, because He existed before me.' 31 I didn't know Him, but I came baptizing withs water so He might be revealed to Israel."

				32 And John testified,"I watched the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and He rested on Him. 33 I didn't know Him, but Het who sent me to baptize withu water told me, 'The One you see the Spirit descending and resting on — He is the One who baptizes withv the Holy Spirit.' 34 I have seen and testified that He is the Son of God!" w

				35 Again the next day, John was standing with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said,"Look! The Lamb of God!"

				37 The two disciples heard him say this and followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned and noticed them following Him, He asked them,"What are you looking for?"

				They said to Him,"•Rabbi" (which means"Teacher"),"where are You staying?"

				39 "Come and you'll see," He replied. So they went and saw where He was staying, and they stayed with Him that day. It was about 10 in the morning.x

				40 Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two who heard John and followed Him. 41 He first found his own brother Simon and told him,"We have found the Messiah!"y (which means"Anointed One"), 42 and he brought Simon to Jesus.

				When Jesus saw him, He said,"You are Simon, son of John.z You will be called •Cephas" (which means"Rock").

				

	

Philip and Nathanael

				43 The next day Heaa decided to leave for Galilee. Jesus found Philip and told him,"Follow Me!"

				44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the hometown of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and told him,"We have found the One Moses wrote about in the Law (and so did the prophets): Jesus the son of Joseph, from Nazareth!"

				46 "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Nathanael asked him.

				"Come and see," Philip answered.

				47 Then Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him and said about him,"Here is a true Israelite; no deceit is in him."

				48 "How do you know me?" Nathanael asked.

				"Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you," Jesus answered.

				49 "Rabbi," Nathanael replied,"You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!"

				50 Jesus responded to him,"Do you believe only because I told you I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than this." 51 Then He said,"•I assure you: You will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the •Son of Man."

				A Principle to Live By - Seeking the Truth

				[image: Getz1107.png]

				#3 Even though we may be in the process of discovering who Jesus really is, we should invite others to join us in this exciting adventure.

				We see this principle illustrated several times in these opening scenes. John the Baptist eventually discovered Jesus' true identity and introduced Him to others as"the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!" (vv. 29-31). 

				John proceeded to introduce two of his own disciples to Jesus. These men spent a day with the Savior and became convinced that He was"the Messiah." Andrew, initially one of John's disciples, in turn introduced his brother, Peter, to Jesus (vv. 40-41). 

				We next meet Philip, who may have been the unnamed disciple who also spent the day with Jesus. He in turn introduced his friend, Nathaniel, to the Lord (vv. 44-45). Though Nathaniel initially doubted Philip's declaration, through a divine encounter he became convinced that Jesus was"the Son of God!" (v. 49).  (See Gn #43:A Born-Again Experience.)

				Even though these men confessed belief in the Lord Jesus Christ, they did not have a full understanding of who this God-man really was—and is! Yet, they asked others to join them in their search for truth. God certainly honored their quest and their desire to help others discover who Jesus really is. Together, those men eventually became true believers.

				Reflection and Response

				How would you explain where you are in your own spiritual journey? Who might you invite to join you in your search for truth?

				

				

	

The First Sign: Turning Water into Wine

				2 On the third day a wedding took place in Cana of Galilee. Jesus' mother was there, and 2 Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding as well. 3 When the wine ran out, Jesus' mother told Him,"They don't have any wine."

				4 "What has this concern of yours to do with Me,ab •woman?" Jesus asked."My hour has not yet come."

				5 "Do whatever He tells you," His mother told the servants.

				6 Now six stone water jars had been set there for Jewish purification. Each contained 20 or 30 gallons.ac

				7 "Fill the jars with water," Jesus told them. So they filled them to the brim. 8 Then He said to them,"Now draw some out and take it to the chief servant."ad And they did.

				9 When the chief servant tasted the water (after it had become wine), he did not know where it came from — though the servants who had drawn the water knew. He called the groom 10 and told him,"Everyone sets out the fine wine first, then, after people have drunk freely, the inferior. But you have kept the fine wine until now."

				11 Jesus performed this first signae in Cana of Galilee. He displayed His glory, and His disciples believed in Him.

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Profession versus Possession

				[image: Getz1108.png]

				#4 As those who profess to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, we should make sure it is a belief that has truly resulted in eternal life.

				Because of John the Baptist's ministry in the Jerusalem area, he was eventually arrested and imprisoned when he confronted King Herod with an act of adultery. As tension grew, Jesus left for Galilee with these men who would eventually be called to be a part of His apostolic team. Though He took up residence in Capernaum (Mt 4:12-13), He may have made a quick stop in Nazareth, His hometown, and then proceeded on to Cana to attend a wedding. It was there Jesus performed His first miracle, which John has recorded as one of the seven signs he selected to demonstrate that"Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and by believing [we] may have life in His name" (Jn 20:30-31). 

				As a result of this miraculous sign, Jesus'"disciples believed in Him" (2:11). These were probably the same men—Andrew, Peter, Philip, and Nathaniel—who had confessed faith in Jesus as the Messiah and Son of God several days before (1:49). However, here in Cana they took another step in their developing and growing faith, which is the theme that flows through John's entire Gospel. 

				John recorded this event to demonstrate that not all statements of faith result in eternal life. It's one thing to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. Yet, it's another to believe in such a way that we"have life in His name" (20:30-31). In actuality, we're not told when each one of these men took this final step, but when we come to the end of John's Gospel, we can be sure it had happened.  (Review Jn #38: Dealing with Doubters)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Philip's experience illustrate the process of belief that leads to a salvation experience (Jn 14:7-11)? 

				

				12  After this, He went down to Capernaum, together with His mother, His brothers, and His disciples, and they stayed there only a few days.

				

	

Cleansing the Temple Complex

				13 The Jewish •Passover was near, so Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the •temple complex He found people selling oxen, sheep, and doves, and He also found the money changers sitting there. 15 After making a whip out of cords, He drove everyone out of the temple complex with their sheep and oxen. He also poured out the money changers' coins and overturned the tables. 16 He told those who were selling doves,"Get these things out of here! Stop turning My Father's house into a marketplace!"af  (See Is #40:Reflecting Christ's Character.)

				17 And His disciples remembered that it is written: Zeal for Your house will consume Me.ag

				18 So the •Jews replied to Him,"What sign of authority will You show us for doing these things?"

				19 Jesus answered,"Destroy this sanctuary, and I will raise it up in three days."  (See Ps #66:Our Great High Priest.)

				20 Therefore the Jews said,"This sanctuary took 46 years to build, and will You raise it up in three days?"

				21 But He was speaking about the sanctuary of His body. 22 So when He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He had said this. And they believed the Scripture and the statement Jesus had made.

				23 While He was in Jerusalem at the Passover Festival, many trusted in His name when they saw the signs He was doing. 24 Jesus, however, would not entrust Himself to them, since He knew them all 25 and because He did not need anyone to testify about man; for He Himself knew what was in man.

				A Principle to Live By - Superficial Faith

				[image: Getz1109.png]

				#5 We should understand that when people profess to believe in Jesus, some will do so insincerely and with improper motives.

				During the last week prior to His crucifixion, Jesus cleansed the temple (Mt 21:12-17; Mk 11:15-19; Lk 19:45-48). However, John recorded what appears to be a very similar event at the beginning of his ministry, over three years earlier. Jesus had returned to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. This festival was a time instituted by God to commemorate God's protection during the final plague on the Egyptians. When God took the lives of all the firstborn in Egypt, He"passed over" the Israelite's dwellings because they had spread the blood of an unblemished lamb on the doorposts and lintels of their houses. The children of Israel were to celebrate this day"as a festival to the Lord" for generations to come (Ex 12:14).  (See Ex #12:Christ, the Passover Lamb.)

				Jesus traveled from Galilee to Jerusalem to celebrate this annual event, but when He arrived, He was appalled at the commercialism in the temple courts. In His righteous anger, Jesus drove the merchants and money changers out of the temple complex. He then performed a number of miracles, and many people professed to believe in Him. However, Jesus knew their hearts—that their professions of faith were insincere and superficial. They said they believed in Him, but He knew their faith was in His ability to work miracles, not in His person as the God-man.

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some people today claim to believe in Jesus Christ, and yet they may not have received the gift of eternal life?

				

				

	

Jesus and Nicodemus

				3 There was a man from the •Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the •Jews. 2 This man came to Him at night and said,"•Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher, for no one could perform these signs You do unless God were with him."

				3 Jesus replied,"•I assure you: Unless someone is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."

				4 "But how can anyone be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked Him."Can he enter his mother's womb a second time and be born?"

				5 Jesus answered,"I assure you: Unless someone is born of water and the Spirit,ah he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh, and whatever is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be amazed that I told you that you must be born again. 8 The wind blows where it pleases, and you hear its sound, but you don't know where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit."

				9 "How can these things be?" asked Nicodemus.

				10 "Are you a teacherai of Israel and don't know these things?" Jesus replied. 11 "I assure you: We speak what We know and We testify to what We have seen, but you do not accept Our testimony. 12 If I have told you about things that happen on earth and you don't believe, how will you believe if I tell you about things of heaven? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the One who descended from heaven — the •Son of Man.aj 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 so that everyone who believes in Him willak have eternal life.

				16 "For God loved the world in this way: He gave His •One and Only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world that He might condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. 18 Anyone who believes in Him is not condemned, but anyone who does not believe is already condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the One and Only Son of God.

				19 "This, then, is the judgment: The light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone who practices wicked things hates the light and avoids it,al so that his deeds may not be exposed. 21 But anyone who lives byam the truth comes to the light, so that his works may be shown to be accomplished by God."

				A Principle to Live By - A New Life in Christ

				[image: Getz1110.png]

				#6 To inherit eternal life, each one of us must experience the new birth.

				To illustrate what it means to truly believe in Jesus Christ, John recorded an extraordinary conversation with a prominent Pharisee named Nicodemus (cp. 7:50). Because of the hostility that was already building among this group of religious leaders, he sought Jesus out when it was dark. As he approached Christ, he called him"Rabbi" and a"teacher" that had"come from God," indicating he knew that the Savior was no ordinary man (3:2). 

				Jesus' response startled and confused Nicodemus. If he and others were ever going to see and enter the kingdom of God, they would need to be born again. In addition to their first birth—in the flesh—Nicodemus would need to be born again in his human spirit by the Holy Spirit. Paul used a different metaphor to describe the same spiritual reality: he would need to be circumcised in his heart.  (See Rm #5:A Heart Experience.)

				The children of Israel were looking for the Messiah to set up a literal earthly kingdom and rule and reign in Jerusalem. Instead, Jesus was now offering all people—Jews and Gentiles—a present spiritual and heavenly reality: He would rule and reign in the hearts, individually and collectively, of those who would become His church. To enter this kingdom, we need to be born again.

				This new birth takes place when we sincerely believe that Jesus Christ is God who came in human flesh to die for all of our sins. As John wrote, when we truly receive the Savior, we are"born, not of blood, or of the will of the flesh, or of the will of man, but of God" (1:12-13). It is a supernatural work in each of our hearts by the Holy Spirit.  (See Nm #30:Looking to Jesus.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we determine if we have been truly born again?  (See 1Jn #9:True Spirituality.)

				

				

	

Jesus and John the Baptist

				22 After this, Jesus and His disciples went to the Judean countryside, where He spent time with them and baptized. 23 John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of water there. People were coming and being baptized, 24 since John had not yet been thrown into prison.

				25 Then a dispute arose between John's disciples and a Jew an about purification. 26 So they came to John and told him,"Rabbi, the One you testified about, and who was with you across the Jordan, is baptizing — and everyone is flocking to Him."

				27 John responded,"No one can receive a single thing unless it's given to him from heaven. 28 You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the •Messiah, but I've been sent ahead of Him.'29 He who has the bride is the groom. But the groom's friend, who stands by and listens for him, rejoices greatlyao at the groom's voice. So this joy of mine is complete. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease."

				A Principle to Live By - Christ First

				[image: Getz1111.png]

				#7 We are never to elevate any spiritual leader to the place where we are honoring another person above the Lord Jesus Christ.

				Unfortunately, but predictably, the disciples of John the Baptist did this. Some of them failed to transfer their trust and loyalty to Jesus Christ. John quickly clarified his role in preparing people for Christ's first coming. Perhaps one of the greatest personal commitments ever recorded in Scripture came from the lips of this wilderness preacher. Referring to Jesus, he declared,"He must increase, but I must decrease" (v. 30).

				Every successful spiritual leader faces the temptation to allow followers to esteem them more highly than they should, and many Christians are tempted to be followers of leaders more than they are followers of Christ. Paul had to address this problem in the Corinthian church. As new believers, the Corinthians became men followers rather than Christ-followers, and Paul exhorted them to avoid this kind of sinful and divisive behavior.  (See  1Co #2:Divisive Behavior; 1Sm #19: Hero Worship.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we honor and respect those who lead us and yet always keep the focus on the Lord Jesus Christ?  (See Heb #23:Following Godly Leaders.)

				

				

	

The One from Heaven

				31 The One who comes from above is above all. The one who is from the earth is earthly and speaks in earthly terms.ap The One who comes from heaven is above all. 32 He testifies to what He has seen and heard, yet no one accepts His testimony. 33 The one who has accepted His testimony has affirmed that God is true. 34 For God sent Him, and He speaks God's words, since He aq gives the Spirit without measure. 35 The Father loves the Son and has given all things into His hands. 36 The one who believes in the Son has eternal life, but the one who refuses to believe in the Son will not see life; instead, the wrath of God remains on him.

				A Principle to Live By - Eternal Hope

				[image: Getz1112.png]

				#8 When we are truly born again by God's Spirit, we are to be certain that our eternal life begins at that moment. 

				This wonderful and reassuring truth permeates John's entire Gospel. In this specific section of his book, the apostle John seems to be reflecting on what he had just recorded about Nicodemus and his encounter with Jesus Christ. He concluded this section by assuring us all that the moment we truly and sincerely believe in the Son of God and are born again, we have eternal life; it's not a gift reserved for the future. 

				Paul also made this point clear when he wrote to the Ephesians:

				When you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and when you believed in Him, you were also sealed with the promised Holy Spirit. He is the down payment of our inheritance, for the redemption of the possession, to the praise of His glory. (Eph 1:13-14)  (See Eph #2:Our Position in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does John 3:16—which Jesus apparently spoke to Nicodemus—affirm the certainty of our salvation, and why is it important that Christians apply this truth in their own lives?

				

				

	

Jesus and the Samaritan Woman

				4 When Jesus ar knew that the •Pharisees heard He was making and baptizing more disciples than John 2 (though Jesus Himself was not baptizing, but His disciples were), 3 He left Judea and went again to Galilee. 4 He had to travel through Samaria, 5 so He came to a town of Samaria called Sychar near the propertyas that Jacob had given his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, worn out from His journey, sat down at the well. It was about six in the evening.at

				7 A woman of Samaria came to draw water.

				"Give Me a drink," Jesus said to her, 8 for His disciples had gone into town to buy food.

				9 "How is it that You, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a •Samaritan woman?" she asked Him. For Jews do not associate withau Samaritans. av

				10 Jesus answered,"If you knew the gift of God, and who is saying to you, 'Give Me a drink,' you would ask Him, and He would give you living water."

				11 "Sir," said the woman,"You don't even have a bucket, and the well is deep. So where do You get this 'living water'? 12 You aren't greater than our father Jacob, are You? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and livestock."

				13 Jesus said,"Everyone who drinks from this water will get thirsty again. 14 But whoever drinks from the water that I will give him will never get thirsty again — ever! In fact, the water I will give him will become a wellaw of water springing up within him for eternal life."  (See Ezk #39:The Water of Life.)

				15 "Sir," the woman said to Him,"give me this water so I won't get thirsty and come here to draw water."

				16 "Go call your husband," He told her,"and come back here."

				17 "I don't have a husband," she answered.

				"You have correctly said, 'I don't have a husband,'" Jesus said. 18 "For you've had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true."

				19 "Sir," the woman replied,"I see that You are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, yet you Jews say that the place to worship is in Jerusalem."

				21  Jesus told her,"Believe Me, •woman, an hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know. We worship what we do know, because salvation is from the Jews. 23 But an hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth. Yes, the Father wants such people to worship Him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."

				25 The woman said to Him,"I know that •Messiahax is coming" (who is called Christ)."When He comes, He will explain everything to us."

				26 "I am He," Jesus told her,"the One speaking to you."

				

	

The Ripened Harvest

				27 Just then His disciples arrived, and they were amazed that He was talking with a woman. Yet no one said,"What do You want?" or"Why are You talking with her?"

				28 Then the woman left her water jar, went into town, and told the men, 29 "Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did! Could this be the Messiah?" 30 They left the town and made their way to Him.

				31 In the meantime the disciples kept urging Him,"•Rabbi, eat something."

				32 But He said,"I have food to eat that you don't know about."

				33 The disciples said to one another,"Could someone have brought Him something to eat?"

				34 "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to finish His work," Jesus told them. 35 "Don't you say, 'There are still four more months, then comes the harvest'? Listen to what I'm telling you: Openay your eyes and look at the fields, for they are readyaz for harvest. 36 The reaper is already receiving pay and gathering fruit for eternal life, so the sower and reaper can rejoice together. 37 For in this case the saying is true: 'One sows and another reaps.' 38 I sent you to reap what you didn't labor for; others have labored, and you have benefited fromba their labor."

				

	

The Savior of the World

				39 Now many Samaritans from that town believed in Him because of what the woman saidbb when she testified,"He told me everything I ever did." 40 Therefore, when the Samaritans came to Him, they asked Him to stay with them, and He stayed there two days. 41 Many more believed because of what He said.bc42 And they told the woman,"We no longer believe because of what you said, for we have heard for ourselves and know that this really is the Savior of the world." bd

				A Principle to Live By - The Incarnate Word

				#9 No matter what our background, we must sincerely believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of God in order to inherit eternal life.

				[image: Getz1113.png]

				It's not accidental that John recorded Jesus' encounter with Nicodemus and this Samaritan woman as sequential events. He wanted to demonstrate that regardless of who we are, we need a Savior. No matter what our gender and our social, ethical, religious, or moral standing, we must be born again to enter heaven. Furthermore, the Lord Jesus Christ shed His blood on the cross for all people.

				Consider the contrasts in these two stories:

				
						Nicodemus was a Jew, whereas the woman was a Samaritan, with whom Jews would not socialize.

						Nicodemus was committed to keeping the Mosaic law, whereas this woman of Samaria had been married four times and at that moment was living with a man out of wedlock. 

						Nicodemus was highly educated, whereas the woman was not.

						Nicodemus was a man of high standing among his peers, whereas this woman was probably considered an outcast even among her own people.

				

				Another reason John recorded this story was to demonstrate the way this woman's faith developed during her encounter with Jesus—again a theme that flows throughout this Gospel record. In the beginning, this woman identified him as a Jew, probably suspecting that his motives were anything but pure (v. 9). When Jesus offered her"living water," she asked him if He was greater than their common father, Jacob—perhaps with a touch of sarcasm but also as a sign of inquisitiveness (vv. 10-12). When Jesus revealed her past, the woman immediately called Him"a prophet" (v. 19). When she returned to her village, she invited"the men"—who probably knew her well—to come and meet this man who was probably the promised Messiah (vv. 28-29). At the end of this story, she was certainly among those who believed that Jesus Christ was"the Savior of the world" 
(v. 42).  (Review Jn #20: Acceptance or Rejection)

				Reflection and Response

				What other spiritual lessons can we learn from this dramatic story in the areas of

				
						effective communication (vv. 7,10,13-14),

						overcoming prejudice (vv. 9,27),

						true worship (vv. 19-24),

						personal witnessing (vv. 28-29), or

						missionary activity (vv. 34-38)?

				

				

				

	

A Galilean Welcome

				43 After two days He left there for Galilee. 44 Jesus Himself testified that a prophet has no honor in his own country. 45 When they entered Galilee, the Galileans welcomed Him because they had seen everything He did in Jerusalem during the festival. For they also had gone to the festival.  (See Mt #34:Rejection.)

				

	

The Second Sign: Healing an Official's Son

				46 Then He went again to Cana of Galilee, where He had turned the water into wine. There was a certain royal official whose son was ill at Capernaum.47 When this man heard that Jesus had come from Judea into Galilee, he went to Him and pleaded with Him to come down and heal his son, for he was about to die.

				48 Jesus told him,"Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will not believe."

				49 "Sir," the official said to Him,"come down before my boy dies!"

				50 "Go," Jesus told him,"your son will live." The man believed whatbe Jesus said to him and departed.

				51 While he was still going down, his •slaves met him saying that his boy was alive. 52 He asked them at what time he got better."Yesterday at seven in the morningbf the fever left him," they answered. 53 The father realized this was the very hour at which Jesus had told him,"Your son will live." Then he himself believed, along with his whole household.

				54 This, therefore, was the second sign Jesus performed after He came from Judea to Galilee.

				A Principle to Live By - A Gentile's Faith
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				#10 We are to realize that God sometimes allows crises in people's lives to bring them to true faith in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

				When Jesus arrived once again in Cana, He met a Gentile official who had traveled from Capernaum to plead for his son who was seriously ill. Jesus initially used this opportunity to address the crowds. They certainly remembered with awe the water-to-wine incident (2:1-11). Jesus exhorted them not to believe simply because of miracles; true faith that brings salvation is faith in who He is—the Son of God (4:48). 

				Jesus then proceeded once again to demonstrate His supernatural power. While the dying son was in Capernaum and Jesus was in Cana, He healed the boy. 

				Initially, the Gentile official believed in Jesus primarily as a miracle worker (v. 50). However, after his son was healed, he and his own household believed that Jesus was the Son of God. This twofold statement of belief illustrates John's purpose in selecting this miracle as the second sign for us to read—that we"may believe" and then"by believing [we] may have life in His name" (20:31). Various times in this Gospel, John referred to an initial statement of belief in Jesus as the Messiah and God's Son. However, to truly inherit eternal life, we must internalize our faith. 

				Reflection and Response

				Can you think of situations where God used a crisis in someone's life to bring that person to faith in Christ that resulted in a true salvation experience? What about your own experience?

				

				

	

The Third Sign: Healing the Sick

				5 After this, a Jewish festival took place, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.2 By the Sheep Gate in Jerusalem there is a pool, called Bethesda bg in •Hebrew, which has five colonnades.3 Within these lay a large number of the sick — blind, lame, and paralyzed [ — waiting for the moving of the water, 4 because an angel would go down into the pool from time to time and stir up the water. Then the first one who got in after the water was stirred up recovered from whatever ailment he had]. bh

				5 One man was there who had been sick for 38 years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and knew he had already been there a long time, He said to him,"Do you want to get well?"

				7 "Sir," the sick man answered,"I don't have a man to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, but while I'm coming, someone goes down ahead of me."

				8 "Get up," Jesus told him,"pick up your mat and walk!" 9 Instantly the man got well, picked up his mat, and started to walk.

				Now that day was the Sabbath, 10 so the •Jews said to the man who had been healed,"This is the Sabbath! It's illegal for you to pick up your mat."

				11 He replied,"The man who made me well told me, 'Pick up your mat and walk.'"

				12 "Who is this man who told you, 'Pick up your mat and walk'?" they asked. 13 But the man who was cured did not know who it was, because Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there.bi

				14 After this, Jesus found him in the •temple complex and said to him,"See, you are well. Do not sin anymore, so that something worse doesn't happen to you." 15 The man went and reported to the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well.

				

	

Honoring the Father and the Son

				16 Therefore, the Jews began persecuting Jesus bj because He was doing these things on the Sabbath.17 But Jesus responded to them,"My Father is still working, and I am working also." 18 This is why the Jews began trying all the more to kill Him: Not only was He breaking the Sabbath, but He was even calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with God.

				19 Then Jesus replied,"•I assure you: The Son is not able to do anything on His own, but only what He sees the Father doing. For whatever the Fatherbk does, the Son also does these things in the same way.20 For the Father loves the Son and shows Him everything He is doing, and He will show Him greater works than these so that you will be amazed. 21 And just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so the Son also gives life to anyone He wants to.22 The Father, in fact, judges no one but has given all judgment to the Son, 23 so that all people will honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Anyone who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.

				A Principle to Live By - Christ's Deity
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				#11 To be true to the Scriptures, we must reject all teachings that deny that Jesus Christ and God are equal. 

				Once again, Jesus returned to Jerusalem to attend a special Jewish celebration. Jesus used this event to show once again who He really was—and is. He claimed to be God in the flesh, which only intensified the hatred toward Him. Even though the evidence was building that Jesus was One with the Father, these men became more entrenched in their unbelief,"trying all the more to kill Him" (v. 18).

				When John chose to record this third miracle to help people come to saving faith in Jesus Christ, he also wanted his readers to know that there were those who refused to believe. In fact, the more these religious leaders refused to believe that Jesus was indeed the Messiah and the Son of God, the harder their hearts became. This too is a theme that flows throughout John's Gospel. While we observe the faith of various individuals developing, we also see the skepticism among the religious leaders becoming more intense, ultimately leading to the crucifixion. 

				Years later, John addressed more specifically how Christians are to respond to those leaders who attempt to teach that Jesus Christ is not"equal with God." When we meet to worship, we must not allow anyone who denies this great truth to teach or preach.  (See 1Jn #7:False Apostles and Prophets; 2Jn #2: Rejecting False Teaching.)

				Reflection and Response

				How many religious groups can you name that claim to be Christian and yet deny that Jesus Christ and God the Father are equal?

				

				

	

Life and Judgment

				24 "I assure you: Anyone who hears My word and believes Him who sent Me has eternal life and will not come under judgment but has passed from death to life.

				25 "I assure you: An hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 26 For just as the Father has life in Himself, so also He has granted to the Son to have life in Himself. 27 And He has granted Him the right to pass judgment, because He is the •Son of Man. 28 Do not be amazed at this, because a time is coming when all who are in the graves will hear His voice 29 and come out — those who have done good things, to the resurrection of life, but those who have done wicked things, to the resurrection of judgment.

				30 "I can do nothing on My own. I judge only as I hear, and My judgment is righteous, because I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.  (See 1Co #31:Resurrected Bodies; 1Th #9: Understanding Doctrinal Truths; Rv #31: Imminent or Distant.)

				

	

Four Witnesses to Jesus

				31 "If I testify about Myself, My testimony is not valid.bl32 There is Another who testifies about Me, and I know that the testimony He gives about Me is valid.bm33 You have sent messengers to John, and he has testified to the truth.34 I don't receive man's testimony, but I say these things so that you may be saved. 35 Johnbn was a burning and shining lamp, and for a time you were willing to enjoy his light.

				36 "But I have a greater testimony than John's because of the works that the Father has given Me to accomplish. These very works I am doing testify about Me that the Father has sent Me. 37 The Father who sent Me has Himself testified about Me. You have not heard His voice at any time, and you haven't seen His form.38 You don't have His word living in you, because you don't believe the One He sent. 39 You pore overbo the Scriptures because you think you have eternal life in them, yet they testify about Me.40 And you are not willing to come to Me so that you may have life.

				41 "I do not accept glory from men, 42 but I know you — that you have no love for God within you. 43 I have come in My Father's name, yet you don't accept Me. If someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him. 44 How can you believe? While accepting glory from one another, you don't seek the glory that comes from the only God. 45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom you have set your hope. 46 For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, because he wrote about Me. 47 But if you don't believe his writings, how will you believe My words?"

				A Principle to Live By - Scriptural Authenticity
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				#12 When we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as our personal and resurrected Savior, we should understand that we are making a faith-based decision that is rooted in verifiable historical evidence. 

				God has never asked us simply to have faith in faith—to believe something that is not verified. When the Lord revealed Himself to the children of Israel, He began by sending Moses and Aaron with a message of deliverance, and He verified this message with supernatural miracles in Egypt followed by the parting of the Red Sea. After Israel came to Mount Sinai, they heard God's voice thundering from a trembling mountain covered with fire and smoke. God's people heard the Ten Commandments from God Himself prior to seeing them engraved on tablets of stone (Ex 20:1,18-19; 31:18). 

				God does not ask us to believe something without supernatural verification. When He"became flesh and took up residence among us" (Jn 1:14), He did not ask people simply to believe His spoken words (5:31). He sent John the Baptist who"came as a witness" (1:7). But the"greater testimony than John's" were"the works that the Father" gave Jesus to do—namely, His supernatural manifestations and miracles (5:36). 

				Jesus' claims were based on the Scriptures that God had already revealed, first to Moses, and then to a number of Old Testament prophets. Jesus was showing that these Scriptures all pointed to His relationship with the Father who had sent Him to give eternal life to all who believe (v. 24).  (See Heb #3:A Great Salvation.)

				Today, we have the Holy Scriptures from Genesis to Revelation witnessing to the fact that Jesus Christ was indeed the Word who"became flesh and took up residence among us." Many of those who"observed His glory" concluded that Jesus Christ was"the One and Only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth" (1:14). Furthermore, they witnessed the empty tomb and walked and talked with the resurrected Christ. And when the church was born on the day of Pentecost, the Spirit of Truth Jesus promised came and enabled the apostles not only to teach God's revelation but to inscribe the written Word of God.  (Review Jn #29: The Spirit of Truth)

				Regarding the Bible we have in our hands today, there is more verifiable evidence for the accuracy and trustworthiness of this written record than for many other historical documents that we accept without question. Furthermore, the biblical message about Jesus Christ has stood the test of time. Unfortunately, just as the religious leaders in Jesus' day refused to believe its message, so also many religious and secular leaders today are guilty of the same error.  (See ,2Tm #8:Standing Firm on Scripture; 2Pt #3: The Word of God.)

				Reflection and Response

				What evidence bears witness to the authenticity of the Scriptures and its message about the Lord Jesus Christ?  (See Heb #17:Faith that Endures.)

				

				

	

The Fourth Sign: Feeding 5,000

				6 After this, Jesus crossed the Sea of Galilee (or Tiberias). 2 And a huge crowd was following Him because they saw the signs that He was performing by healing the sick. 3 So Jesus went up a mountain and sat down there with His disciples.

				4 Now the •Passover, a Jewish festival, was near. 5 Therefore, when Jesus looked up and noticed a huge crowd coming toward Him, He asked Philip,"Where will we buy bread so these people can eat?" 6  He asked this to test him, for He Himself knew what He was going to do.

				7 Philip answered,"Two hundred •denarii worth of bread wouldn't be enough for each of them to have a little."

				8 One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to Him, 9 "There's a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish — but what are they for so many?"

				10 Then Jesus said,"Have the people sit down."

				There was plenty of grass in that place, so they sat down. The men numbered about 5,000.11 Then Jesus took the loaves, and after giving thanks He distributed them to those who were seated — so also with the fish, as much as they wanted.

				12 When they were full, He told His disciples,"Collect the leftovers so that nothing is wasted."13 So they collected them and filled 12 baskets with the pieces from the five barley loaves that were left over by those who had eaten.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Personal Concern
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				#13 When we are seeking to know the truth, we should be confident that Jesus Christ is interested in each one of us and our eternal relationship with the Father.

				Matthew, Mark, and Luke also recorded this miracle. Matthew and Luke both focused on Christ's concern for the whole person—body, soul, and spirit. Mark emphasized putting others first. But when John described this miracle, he focused on Jesus' concern for individuals as revealed in His interaction with Philip.  (See Mt #36:The Whole Person.)

				Philip did not yet comprehend how Jesus could be"equal with God" the Father (Jn 5:18). Jesus understood Philip's doubts and knew he would continue to struggle with this issue. In fact, Philip was still struggling months later at the Passover meal in Jerusalem (14:7-11). Consequently, before Jesus multiplied the loaves and fish, He directed a question to Philip in order to test him—not to set him up for failure, but to help him to grow in his faith. Jesus asked him,"Where will we buy bread so these people can eat?" (6:5).

				At this juncture, if Philip really believed what Jesus had shared with the religious leaders in Jerusalem about His being able to do anything the Father does (5:19), he would have responded much differently. He might have answered Jesus' question by referring to what happened in the wilderness when the children of Israel had no water or food. If God could bring water from a rock and provide manna every morning for forty years, couldn't Jesus, who is one with the Father, do the same thing (6:49-50)?

				Philip failed the test! However, what appears to be a sarcastic answer to Jesus' question set the stage for the Son of God to do, in essence, what His Father had done centuries before in caring for the physical needs of His people. Jesus turned Philip's negative response into a positive opportunity to demonstrate once again who He was—and is! And to make sure that all of the apostles understood Christ's deity, they ended up with 12 baskets left over, one for each of them. You can imagine the look on Philip's face as all of this transpired. 

				Reflection and Response

				How should this event encourage each of us in terms of Jesus' sincere interest in our personal spiritual struggles?

				

				14 When the people saw the sign bp He had done, they said,"This really is the Prophet who was to come into the world!"15 Therefore, when Jesus knew that they were about to come and take Him by force to make Him king, He withdrew again to the mountain by Himself.

				

	

The Fifth Sign: Walking on Water

				16 When evening came, His disciples went down to the sea, 17 got into a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. Darkness had already set in, but Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 Then a high wind arose, and the sea began to churn. 19 After they had rowed about three or four miles,bq they saw Jesus walking on the sea. He was coming near the boat, and they were afraid.

				20 But He said to them,"It is I.br Don't be afraid!" 21 Then they were willing to take Him on board, and at once the boat was at the shore where they were heading.  (See Mt #37:Equipping Leaders.)

				

	

The Bread of Life

				22 The next day, the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the sea knew there had been only one boat. bs They also knew that Jesus had not boarded the boat with His disciples, but that His disciples had gone off alone. 23 Some boats from Tiberias came near the place where they ate the bread after the Lord gave thanks. 24 When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor His disciples were there, they got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus.

				25 When they found Him on the other side of the sea, they said to Him,"•Rabbi, when did You get here?"

				26 Jesus answered,"•I assure you: You are looking for Me, not because you sawbt the signs, but because you ate the loaves and were filled. 27 Don't work for the food that perishes but for the food that lasts for eternal life, which the •Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has set His seal of approval on Him."

				28 "What can we do to perform the works of God?" they asked.

				29 Jesus replied,"This is the work of God — that you believe in the One He has sent."

				30 "What sign then are You going to do so we may see and believe You?" they asked."What are You going to perform? 31 Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, just as it is written: He gave them bread from heaven to eat."bu

				32 Jesus said to them,"I assure you: Moses didn't give you the bread from heaven, but My Father gives you the real bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the One who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world."

				34 Then they said,"Sir, give us this bread always!"

				35 "I am the bread of life," Jesus told them."No one who comes to Me will ever be hungry, and no one who believes in Me will ever be thirsty again. 36 But as I told you, you've seen Me,bv and yet you do not believe. 37 Everyone the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will never cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do My will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 39 This is the will of Him who sent Me: that I should lose none of those He has given Me but should raise them up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of My Father: that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day."

				41 Therefore the •Jews started complaining about Him because He said,"I am the bread that came down from heaven." 42 They were saying,"Isn't this Jesus the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can He now say, 'I have come down from heaven'?"

				43 Jesus answered them,"Stop complaining among yourselves. 44 No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me drawsbw him, and I will raise him up on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: And they will all be taught by God.bx Everyone who has listened to and learned from the Father comes to Me — 46 not that anyone has seen the Father except the One who is from God. He has seen the Father.

				47 "I assure you: Anyone who believesby has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven so that anyone may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever. The bread that I will give for the life of the world is My flesh."

				52 At that, the Jews argued among themselves,"How can this man give us His flesh to eat?"

				53 So Jesus said to them,"I assure you: Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you do not have life in yourselves. 54 Anyone who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day, 55 because My flesh is real food and My blood is real drink. 56 The one who eats My flesh and drinks My blood lives in Me, and I in him. 57 Just as the living Father sent Me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on Me will live because of Me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven; it is not like the mannabz your fathers ate — and they died. The one who eats this bread will live forever."

				59 He said these things while teaching in the •synagogue in Capernaum.

				

	

Many Disciples Desert Jesus

				60 Therefore, when many of His disciples heard this, they said,"This teaching is hard! Who can acceptca it?"

				61 Jesus, knowing in Himself that His disciples were complaining about this, asked them,"Does this •offend you? 62 Then what if you were to observe the Son of Man ascending to where He was before? 63 The Spirit is the One who gives life. The flesh doesn't help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 64 But there are some among you who don't believe." (For Jesus knew from the beginning those who would not cb believe and the one who would betray Him.) 65 He said,"This is why I told you that no one can come to Me unless it is granted to him by the Father."

				66 From that moment many of His disciples turned back and no longer accompanied Him. 67 Therefore Jesus said to the Twelve,"You don't want to go away too, do you?"

				68 Simon Peter answered,"Lord, who will we go to? You have the words of eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and know that You are the Holy One of God!" cc

				70 Jesus replied to them,"Didn't I choose you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is the Devil!" 71 He was referring to Judas, Simon Iscariot's son, cd, ce one of the Twelve, because he was going to betray Him.

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Pure Motives
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				#14 When we put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we must make sure our primary motives are spiritual rather than material.

				After Jesus had fed the multitudes by multiplying the bread and fish, the people were astonished. By referring to Jesus as"the Prophet who was to come into the world" (v. 14), they were aware that Moses had prophesied that the Lord would"raise up" among them a prophet like him (Moses) and the children of Israel were to"listen to him" (Dt 18:15). Consequently, they tried to force Jesus to be their king, just as Moses had been Israel's leader. Most of these Jews were motivated by one objective—to have someone who would set them free from Roman rule and meet their physical needs (Jn 6:26).

				The next morning, they discovered that Jesus had mysteriously appeared on the other side of the lake. A large number followed Him. Jesus, knowing their hearts, pointed out that their true motives were purely self-centered and materialistic. And when He told them He was the"living bread" (v. 51) and that they must eat of Him to inherit eternal life, many of them walked away in confusion and disappointment. 

				How could this be? Even some who had been following Jesus from place to place and claimed to be His disciples turned away (v. 66). If they had been sincerely seeking spiritual answers to life, they would have at least stayed to discover what Jesus really meant when He claimed to be"the bread of life" (v. 48). Peter's response would have been their response (vv. 68-69).

				Reflection and Response

				How should we respond to those who are struggling with some of Jesus' hard teachings?  (See 2Tm #7:Able to Teach; Ti #7: Conquering Evil with Good.)

				

				

	

The Unbelief of Jesus' Brothers

				7 After this, Jesus traveled in Galilee, since He did not want to travel in Judea because the •Jews were trying to kill Him.2 The Jewish Festival of Tabernaclescf was near, 3 so His brothers said to Him,"Leave here and go to Judea so Your disciples can see Your works that You are doing. 4 For no one does anything in secret while he's seeking public recognition. If You do these things, show Yourself to the world." 5 (For not even His brothers believed in Him.)

				6 Jesus told them,"My time has not yet arrived, but your time is always at hand. 7 The world cannot hate you, but it does hate Me because I testify about it — that its deeds are evil. 8 Go up to the festival yourselves. I'm not going up to the festival yet,cg because My time has not yet fully come." 9 After He had said these things, He stayed in Galilee.

				A Principle to Live By - Family Tensions
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				#15 When we have family members who have not received the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior, we must not give up hope regarding their salvation.

				Early in Jesus' ministry, His immediate family members rejected His claims to be the Son of God. On one occasion, they even tried to"restrain Him, because they said, 'He's out of His mind'" (Mk 3:21). Some of them may have even participated in an attempt to take His life.  (See Mt #34: Rejection.)

				In this event recorded by John, Jesus' brothers taunted and challenged Him to return to Jerusalem and to work His miracles there. Since they knew that the hatred toward Jesus in that area had intensified and that"the Jews were trying to kill Him" (Jn 7:1), you would think that they would be concerned about His safety. Instead, they arrogantly accused Him of simply trying to get"public recognition" (v. 4). Jesus knew the time had not yet come for Him to face the hostility that would lead to His death, so He stayed behind and encouraged His brothers to go on ahead without Him (vv. 6,8). 

				John wanted his readers to know that these brothers were not believers (v. 5). However, the good news is that they eventually were born again. They were in the upper room in Jerusalem following Christ's ascension (Ac 1:12-14), praying and waiting for the promised Holy Spirit. 

				At some point, James, who was probably the oldest of the four, became the lead elder in the church in Jerusalem (Mt 13:55-56; Ac 15:13; 21:17-18; Gl 1:19). Apart from being an apostle, this was one of the most significant leadership roles in the first-century church. Furthermore, early in the history of the church he also wrote what was probably the first full length circular letter that is included in the New Testament. One of his primary purposes was to encourage Jewish believers throughout the Roman world to stand firm in the midst of trials and persecutions. This is indeed ironic, since he was among those who persecuted Jesus.  (See Jms #1:Persecution and Trials.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though we have no guarantee that unsaved family members will eventually become true believers, in what ways can we keep our hope alive that they will eventually respond to the gospel message?

				

				

	

Jesus at the Festival of Tabernacles

				10 After His brothers had gone up to the festival, then He also went up, not openly but secretly. 11 The Jews were looking for Him at the festival and saying,"Where is He?" 12 And there was a lot of discussion about Him among the crowds. Some were saying,"He's a good man." Others were saying,"No, on the contrary, He's deceiving the people." 13 Still, nobody was talking publicly about Him because they feared the Jews.

				14 When the festival was already half over, Jesus went up into the •temple complex and began to teach. 15 Then the Jews were amazed and said,"How does He know the Scriptures, since He hasn't been trained?"

				16 Jesus answered them,"My teaching isn't Mine but is from the One who sent Me.17 If anyone wants to do His will, he will understand whether the teaching is from God or if I am speaking on My own. 18 The one who speaks for himself seeks his own glory. But He who seeks the glory of the One who sent Him is true, and there is no unrighteousness in Him. 19 Didn't Moses give you the law? Yet none of you keeps the law! Why do you want to kill Me?"

				20 "You have a demon!" the crowd responded."Who wants to kill You?"

				21 "I did one work, and you are all amazed," Jesus answered. 22 "Consider this: Moses has given you circumcision — not that it comes from Moses but from the fathers — and you circumcise a man on the Sabbath. 23 If a man receives circumcision on the Sabbath so that the law of Moses won't be broken, are you angry at Me because I made a man entirely well on the Sabbath? 24 Stop judging according to outward appearances; rather judge according to righteous judgment."

				A Principle to Live By - A Sincere Quest

				[image: Getz1120.png]

				#16 To know and understand the truth about the Lord Jesus Christ, we must sincerely desire to understand and do God's will.

				The Festival of Tabernacles was one of the most popular Jewish festivals. It took place in the fall, and those who attended lived in temporary shelters for seven days to remind the current generation of God's provisions during and ultimate deliverance from their wilderness wanderings (Lv 23:39,42-43). 

				Even before Jesus arrived in Jerusalem to participate in this festival, people were looking for Him. Some had concluded from His previous teachings and miracles that He was indeed"a good man." Others had concluded He was a deceiver (Jn 7:12). 

				Toward the middle of this festival, Jesus entered"the temple complex and began to teach" (v. 14). Knowing the mixed opinions about Him, He shared a very important reality. In essence, Jesus was teaching that we should not expect to really discover the truth about Him if we are not willing to live in God's will. 

				This certainly does not mean that any one of us is presently pleasing God in all that we do, but it does mean we must want to do so if we want to know the truth and be set free by that truth (8:30-32). 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is sincerely desiring to do God's will foundational to discovering the truth about the Lord Jesus Christ—who He is and why He came?  (See Dt #7:Our Compassionate God.)

				

				

	

The Identity of the Messiah

				25 Some of the people of Jerusalem were saying,"Isn't this the man they want to kill? 26 Yet, look! He's speaking publicly and they're saying nothing to Him. Can it be true that the authorities know He is the •Messiah? 27 But we know where this man is from. When the Messiah comes, nobody will know where He is from."

				28 As He was teaching in the temple complex, Jesus cried out,"You know Me and you know where I am from. Yet I have not come on My own, but the One who sent Me is true. You don't know Him; 29 I know Him because I am from Him, and He sent Me."

				30 Then they tried to seize Him. Yet no one laid a hand on Him because His hour had not yet come. 31 However, many from the crowd believed in Him and said,"When the Messiah comes, He won't perform more signs than this man has done, will He?"

				32 The •Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these things about Him, so the •chief priests and the Pharisees sent temple police to arrest Him.

				33 Then Jesus said,"I am only with you for a short time. Then I'm going to the One who sent Me. 34 You will look for Me, but you will not find Me; and where I am, you cannot come."

				35 Then the Jews said to one another,"Where does He intend to go so we won't find Him? He doesn't intend to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks and teach the Greeks, does He? 36 What is this remark He made: 'You will look for Me, and you will not find Me; and where I am, you cannot come'?"

				

	

The Promise of the Spirit

				37 On the last and most important day of the festival, Jesus stood up and cried out,"If anyone is thirsty, he should come to Mech and drink! 38 The one who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, will have streams of living water flow from deep within him." 39 He said this about the Spirit. Those who believed in Jesus were going to receive the Spirit, for the Spirit ci had not yet been received cj, ck because Jesus had not yet been glorified.(Review Jn #29: The Spirit of Truth.)

				

	

The People Are Divided over Jesus

				40 When some from the crowd heard these words, they said,"This really is the Prophet!" 41 Others said,"This is the Messiah!" But some said,"Surely the Messiah doesn't come from Galilee, does He? 42 Doesn't the Scripture say that the Messiah comes from David's offspringcl and from the town of Bethlehem, where David once lived?" 43 So a division occurred among the crowd because of Him. 44 Some of them wanted to seize Him, but no one laid hands on Him.

				

	

Debate over Jesus' Claims

				45 Then the temple police came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who asked them,"Why haven't you brought Him?"

				46 The police answered,"No man ever spoke like this!" cm

				47 Then the Pharisees responded to them:"Are you fooled too? 48 Have any of the rulers or Pharisees believed in Him? 49 But this crowd, which doesn't know the law, is accursed!"

				50 Nicodemus — the one who came to Him previously, being one of them — said to them, 51 "Our law doesn't judge a man before it hears from him and knows what he's doing, does it?"

				52 "You aren't from Galilee too, are you?" they replied."Investigate and you will see that no prophet arises from Galilee."

				A Principle to Live By - Bold but Wise
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				#17 Though there are times when it may be wise not to comment publicly about our faith, in general we are to be bold and open in our Christian witness.

				People in Jerusalem were divided in their opinions about Jesus' claims to be God. However, they did not state their opinions publicly"because they feared the Jews"—namely, the religious leaders (7:13). Even when"many from the crowd believed in Him" (v. 31), their confession was probably expressed in private settings among themselves (vv. 40-43). 

				This dynamic is certainly understandable. Those who hated Jesus were trying to kill Him (vv. 1,19,25). Furthermore, many of these leaders had already determined to ban from the synagogue anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah (9:22). These men were members of the Sanhedrin and believed they had power over life and death as it pertained to Jewish religious laws. Who wouldn't be afraid? 

				This fear was clearly demonstrated by Nicodemus, a prestigious member of this ruling body (3:1). As we've already observed, he had met and talked with Jesus, coming by night probably because of his own fear. As a result of that conversation, he may have actually believed in Jesus as the Son of God. However, when he tried to defend Jesus by suggesting He shouldn't be judged without a fair trial, he was rebuffed by his peers. Evidently, at that moment, Nicodemus decided to keep his convictions to himself.  (Review Jn #6: A New Life in Christ.)

				We must understand that there are situations where it may be prudent to remain quiet about our faith when we are among hostile people. On the other hand, the apostles came to the place in their ministry when they realized that to be in the will of God, they could not keep silent among their fellow Jews, including the religious leaders. After being threatened by members of the Sanhedrin and even put in jail, Peter and the apostles responded to those who persecuted them,"We must obey God rather than men" (Ac 5:29).  (See Ac #10:Our Dual Citizenship.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we determine when to be silent about our faith in Jesus Christ and when to speak out boldly?  (See Col #9:Prayer and Evangelism.)

				

				8 [53 So each one went to his house.

				1 But Jesus went to the •Mount of 
Olives.

				

	

An Adulteress Forgiven

				2 At dawn He went to the •temple complex again, and all the people were coming to Him. He sat down and began to teach them.

				3 Then the •scribes and the •Pharisees brought a woman caught in adultery, making her stand in the center. 4 "Teacher," they said to Him,"this woman was caught in the act of committing adultery.5 In the law Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do You say?" 6 They asked this to trap Him, in order that they might have evidence to accuse Him.

				

				Jesus stooped down and started writing on the ground with His finger. 7 When they persisted in questioning Him, He stood up and said to them,"The one without sin among you should be the first to throw a stone at her."

				8 Then He stooped down again and continued writing on the ground. 9 When they heard this, they left one by one, starting with the older men. Only He was left, with the woman in the center. 10 When Jesus stood up, He said to her,"•Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?"

				11 "No one, Lord,"cn she answered.

				"Neither do I condemn you," said Jesus."Go, and from now on do not sin anymore."] co

				A Principle to Live By - Total Forgiveness
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				#18 No matter what sins we have committed, we should be confident that Jesus Christ will forgive us if we truly repent.

				John clearly stated at least four spiritual realities in this story: 

				1.	The woman had committed adultery and according to the law of Moses deserved death (Dt 22:22).

				2.	The men who brought this woman were trying to set Jesus up,"to trap Him" (Jn 8:6a).

				3.	These men had serious sins in their own lives (vv. 7-9).

				4.	Jesus did not condemn this woman but forgave her and instructed her to stop sinning (vv. 10-11).

				In view of these definite details, we can speculate regarding some other aspects of this story:

				1.	When Jesus wrote on the ground with His finger (v. 6b), He may have been writing what Moses wrote in the law centuries earlier—that"both the man who had sex with the woman and the woman must die" (Dt 22:22). In other words, one or more of these men may have been just as guilty as the woman. In fact, Jesus may have also written their names on the ground, including the names of other women with whom they had committed adultery. Whatever He wrote, it definitely got their attention.

				2.	Jesus may have been sending them a very subtle but clear message when He"started writing on the ground with His finger" (Jn 8:6b)—namely, that the law against adultery had been"inscribed by God's finger" at Mount Sinai (Dt 9:10). In other words, Jesus Christ had actually authored and written the very law in question that day because of His oneness with the Father. If these men saw this connection, they would either have to acknowledge that Jesus Christ is indeed"equal with God" (Jn 5:18) or walk away in denial. 

				Regardless of these subtle details, these men were self-condemned and left the scene one by one. Jesus, probably perceiving this woman's repentant heart, forgave her and told her to leave her life of sin. What Jesus shared in conjunction with His parable of the lost coin came true:"I tell you, in the same way, there is joy in the presence of God's angels over one sinner who repents" (Lk 15:10).  (See Lk #35:The Lost is Found.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some people have difficulty accepting God's forgiveness?

				

				

	

The Light of the World

				12 Then Jesus spoke to them again:"I am the light of the world. Anyone who follows Me will never walk in the darkness but will have the light of life."

				13 So the Pharisees said to Him,"You are testifying about Yourself. Your testimony is not valid."

				14 "Even if I testify about Myself," Jesus replied,"My testimony is valid,cp because I know where I came from and where I'm going. But you don't know where I come from or where I'm going. 15 You judge by human standards.cq I judge no one. 16 And if I do judge, My judgment is true, because I am not alone, but I and the Father who sent Me judge together. 17 Even in your law it is written that the witness of two men is valid. 18 I am the One who testifies about Myself, and the Father who sent Me testifies about Me."

				19 Then they asked Him,"Where is Your Father?"

				"You know neither Me nor My Father," Jesus answered."If you knew Me, you would also know My Father." 20 He spoke these words by the treasury, while teaching in the temple complex. But no one seized Him, because His hour had not come.(Review Jn #13: God's Personal Concern.)

				

	

Jesus Predicts His Departure

				21 Then He said to them again,"I'm going away; you will look for Me, and you will die in your sin. Where I'm going, you cannot come."

				22 So the •Jews said again,"He won't kill Himself, will He, since He says, 'Where I'm going, you cannot come'?"

				23 "You are from below," He told them,"I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this •world. 24 Therefore I told you that you will die in your sins. For if you do not believe that I am He,cr you will die in your sins."

				25 "Who are You?" they questioned.

				"Precisely what I've been telling you from the very beginning," Jesus told them. 26 "I have many things to say and to judge about you, but the One who sent Me is true, and what I have heard from Him — these things I tell the world."

				27 They did not know He was speaking to them about the Father. 28 So Jesus said to them,"When you lift up the •Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and that I do nothing on My own. But just as the Father taught Me, I say these things. 29 The One who sent Me is with Me. He has not left Me alone, because I always do what pleases Him."

				

	

Truth and Freedom

				30 As He was saying these things, many believed in Him. 31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed Him,"If you continue in My word,cs you really are My disciples. 32 You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."(Review Jn #8: Eternal Hope.)

				33 "We are descendantsct of Abraham," they answered Him,"and we have never been enslaved to anyone. How can You say, 'You will become free'?"

				34 Jesus responded,"•I assure you: Everyone who commits sin is a •slave of sin. 35 A slave does not remain in the household forever, but a son does remain forever. 36 Therefore, if the Son sets you free, you really will be free. 37 I know you are descendantscu of Abraham, but you are trying to kill Me because My wordcv is not welcome among you. 38 I speak what I have seen in the presence of the Father;cw therefore, you do what you have heard from your father."

				39 "Our father is Abraham!" they replied.

				"If you were Abraham's children," Jesus told them,"you would do what Abraham did. 40 But now you are trying to kill Me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do this! 41 You're doing what your father does."

				"We weren't born of sexual immorality," they said."We have one Father — God."

				42 Jesus said to them,"If God were your Father, you would love Me, because I came from God and I am here. For I didn't come on My own, but He sent Me. 43 Why don't you understand what I say? Because you cannot listen tocx My word. 44 You are of your father the Devil, and you want to carry out your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning and has not stood in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he tells a lie, he speaks from his own nature,cy because he is a liar and the father of liars.cz 45 Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me. 46 Who among you can convict Me of sin? If I tell the truth, why don't you believe Me? 47 The one who is from God listens to God's words. This is why you don't listen, because you are not from God."  (See Jr #37:Consistent Disobedience.)

				

	

Jesus and Abraham

				48 The Jews responded to Him,"Aren't we right in saying that You're a •Samaritan and have a demon?"

				49 "I do not have a demon," Jesus answered."On the contrary, I honor My Father and you dishonor Me. 50 I do not seek My glory; the One who seeks it also judges. 51 I assure you: If anyone keeps My word, he will never see death — ever!"

				52 Then the Jews said,"Now we know You have a demon. Abraham died and so did the prophets. You say, 'If anyone keeps My word, he will never taste death — ever! ' 53 Are You greater than our father Abraham who died? Even the prophets died. Who do You pretend to be?"da

				54 "If I glorify Myself," Jesus answered,"My glory is nothing. My Father — you say about Him, 'He is our God' — He is the One who glorifies Me. 55 You've never known Him, but I know Him. If I were to say I don't know Him, I would be a liar like you. But I do know Him, and I keep His word. 56 Your father Abraham was overjoyed that he would see My day; he saw it and rejoiced."

				57 The Jews replied,"You aren't 50 years old yet, and You've seen Abraham?" db

				58 Jesus said to them,"I assure you: Before Abraham was, I am."dc

				59 At that, they picked up stones to throw at Him. But Jesus was hiddendd and went out of the temple complex. de 

				A Principle to Live By - One With God
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				#19 When we truly believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, we are sincerely to identify Him as One with 
God.

				Jesus stated three times in this discourse that He is the"I AM," which means He was claiming to have timeless existence (vv. 24,28,58). This is why Jesus Christ can offer eternal life to all who truly believe. He is the incarnate Son of God—"The Word," or God Himself, who"became flesh and took up residence among us" (1:14). 

				The most striking of the three claims was when Jesus said,"Before Abraham was, I am" (8:58). Upon hearing this statement, the religious leaders' thoughts would have gone back to that marvelous Old Testament event at the burning bush. Fearful and confused, Moses had asked God what he should say when he returned to Egypt and the children of Israel asked the name of the God who sent him. The Lord's answer is startling and dramatic:

				God replied to Moses,"I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: I AM has sent me to you." (Ex 3:14)

				The Jewish leaders understood clearly that Jesus Christ was claiming to be God, the very truth John penned in the opening lines of this Gospel (Jn 1:1). Consequently,"they picked up stones" with one goal in mind—to kill Him for what they believed was blasphemy (8:59). 

				Reflection and Response

				In view of Jesus' claims throughout His ministry on earth, why is it extremely inconsistent for people to say that they believe Jesus was a great teacher and a good man and yet deny that He was God who became flesh?

				

				

	

The Sixth Sign: Healing a Man Born Blind

				9 As He was passing by, He saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples questioned Him:"•Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?"

				3 "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," Jesus answered."This came about so that God's works might be displayed in him. 4 Wedf must do the works of Him who sent Medg while it is day. Night is coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world."

				6 After He said these things He spit on the ground, made some mud from the saliva, and spread the mud on his eyes. 7 "Go," He told him,"wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means"Sent"). So he left, washed, and came back seeing.

				8 His neighbors and those who formerly had seen him as a beggar said,"Isn't this the man who sat begging?" 9 Some said,"He's the one."No," others were saying,"but he looks like him."

				He kept saying,"I'm the one!"

				10 Therefore they asked him,"Then how were your eyes opened?"

				11 He answered,"The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and told me, 'Go to Siloam and wash.' So when I went and washed I received my sight."

				12 "Where is He?" they asked.

				"I don't know," he said.

				

	

The Healed Man's Testimony

				13 They brought the man who used to be blind to the •Pharisees. 14 The day that Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes was a Sabbath. 15 So again the Pharisees asked him how he received his sight.

				"He put mud on my eyes," he told them."I washed and I can see."

				16 Therefore some of the Pharisees said,"This man is not from God, for He doesn't keep the Sabbath!" But others were saying,"How can a sinful man perform such signs?" And there was a division among them.

				17 Again they asked the blind man,"What do you say about Him, since He opened your eyes?"

				"He's a prophet," he said.

				18 The •Jews did not believe this about him — that he was blind and received sight — until they summoned the parents of the one who had received his sight.

				19 They asked them,"Is this your son, the one you say was born blind? How then does he now see?"

				20 "We know this is our son and that he was born blind," his parents answered. 21 "But we don't know how he now sees, and we don't know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he's of age. He will speak for himself." 22 His parents said these things because they were afraid of the Jews, since the Jews had already agreed that if anyone confessed Him as •Messiah, he would be banned from the •synagogue. 23 This is why his parents said,"He's of age; ask him."

				24 So a second time they summoned the man who had been blind and told him,"Give glory to God.dh We know that this man is a sinner!"

				25 He answered,"Whether or not He's a sinner, I don't know. One thing I do know: I was blind, and now I can see!"

				26 Then they asked him,"What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?"

				27 "I already told you," he said,"and you didn't listen. Why do you want to hear it again? You don't want to become His disciples too, do you?"

				28 They ridiculed him:"You're that man's disciple, but we're Moses' disciples. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses. But this man — we don't know where He's from!"

				30 "This is an amazing thing," the man told them."You don't know where He is from, yet He opened my eyes! 31 We know that God doesn't listen to sinners, but if anyone is God-fearing and does His will, He listens to him.32 Throughout historydi no one has ever heard of someone opening the eyes of a person born blind.33 If this man were not from God, He wouldn't be able to do anything."

				34 "You were born entirely in sin," they replied,"and are you trying to teach us?" Then they threw him out.

				

	

The Blind Man's Sight and the Pharisees' Blindness

				35 When Jesus heard that they had thrown the man out, He found him and asked,"Do you believe in the •Son of Man?"dj

				36 "Who is He, Sir, that I may believe in Him?" he asked.

				37 Jesus answered,"You have seen Him; in fact, He is the One speaking with you."

				38 "I believe, Lord!" he said, and he worshiped Him.

				39 Jesus said,"I came into this world for judgment, in order that those who do not see will see and those who do see will become blind."

				40 Some of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these things and asked Him,"We aren't blind too, are we?"

				41 "If you were blind," Jesus told them,"you wouldn't have sin.dk But now that you say, 'We see' — your sin remains.  (See Mt #17: Judgmental Hypocrisy.)

				A Principle to Live By - Acceptance or Rejection
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				#20 We should not be surprised when the message of Christ's deity leads either to saving faith or to total rejection of the salvation story.

				After Jesus healed the"man blind from birth," the neighbors took him to those who had attempted to stone Jesus (8:59). Needless to say, an intense dialogue began. The development of this man's faith is obvious in this story:

				
						When first asked what happened, he simply referred to"the man called Jesus"—whom he had not yet seen (9:11-12).

						When the Pharisees asked his opinion about Jesus, he declared that"He's a prophet"—no longer just an ordinary man (v. 17). 

						When ridiculed by the Pharisees as a poor, ignorant beggar, he engaged in amazing logic and concluded that Jesus must be"from God" (vv. 30-33).

						This final step led to his"spiritual sight" and salvation when he met Jesus and said,"I believe, Lord!" and then"worshiped Him" (v. 38). 

				

				Conversely, we see the growth of unbelief and rejection in the Pharisees' response:

				
						They at first said,"This man is not from God, for He doesn't keep the Sabbath!" (v. 16). 

						The next step was to reject the idea that the beggar had ever been blind (v. 18).

						After discovering he had indeed been blind, they condemned Jesus as a sinner (v. 24). 

						The final step in their unbelief was to throw the man out of the synagogue (vv. 22,34). With this action, they were also rejecting Jesus Christ.

				

				This dramatic story in many respects illustrates the total story John described in this fourth Gospel. The beggar's initial belief grew into saving faith leading to worship, whereas the unbelief of the religious leaders degenerated into a flagrant denial and rejection of the evidence regarding Christ's deity.  (Review Jn #11: Christ's Deity.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways have you seen the message of Christ's deity polarize people, leading either to saving faith or to rejection?

				

				

	

The Ideal Shepherd

				10 "•I assure you: Anyone who doesn't enter the sheep pen by the door but climbs in some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The doorkeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought all his own outside, he goes ahead of them. The sheep follow him because they recognize his voice. 5 They will never follow a stranger; instead they will run away from him, because they don't recognize the voice of strangers."

				6 Jesus gave them this illustration, but they did not understand what He was telling them.

				

	

The Good Shepherd

				7 So Jesus said again,"I assure you: I am the door of the sheep. 8 All who came before Medl are thieves and robbers, but the sheep didn't listen to them. 9 I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 A thief comes only to steal and to kill and to destroy. I have come so that they may have life and have it in abundance.  (See Pr #21:The Way to God.)

				11 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired man, since he is not the shepherd and doesn't own the sheep, leaves themdm and runs away when he sees a wolf coming. The wolf then snatches and scatters them. 13 This happens because he is a hired man and doesn't care about the sheep.  (See Ps #23:Our Eternal Shepherd.)

				14 "I am the good shepherd. I know My own sheep, and they know Me, 15 as the Father knows Me, and I know the Father. I lay down My life for the sheep. 16 But I have other sheep that are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will listen to My voice. Then there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 This is why the Father loves Me, because I am laying down My life so I may take it up again. 18 No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down on My own. I have the right to lay it down, and I have the right to take it up again. I have received this command from My Father."

				19 Again a division took place among the •Jews because of these words. 20 Many of them were saying,"He has a demon and He's crazy! Why do you listen to Him?" 21 Others were saying,"These aren't the words of someone demon-possessed. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?"

				A Principle to Live By - Oneness in Christ

				[image: Getz1125.png]

				#21 When we sincerely receive the Lord Jesus Christ and enter God's family, we are to accept one another and function as one united body in Christ. 

				Those who were followers of the scribes and Pharisees who had rejected Jesus were terribly confused and often ambivalent (vv. 19-21). However, Jesus reassured them that if they listened carefully with sincere hearts and motives, they would recognize Him as both the door to the sheep fold and the shepherd they could trust. He would demonstrate His authenticity by giving"his life for the sheep" (v. 11). Furthermore, He would"take it up again" by being resurrected from the dead (vv. 17-18). All who listened to His voice and responded in faith—both Jews and Gentiles—would be"one flock" with"one shepherd" (v. 16). 

				When the church was born on the day of Pentecost, thousands of Jews, including many religious leaders, heard the voice of the"good shepherd" and entered the sheep fold (Ac 2:41-42; 4:4; 6:7). Then, as the gospel was preached beyond Jerusalem, many Samaritans also entered the sheep fold (Ac 8:4-8). Furthermore, some of those scattered because of persecution in Jerusalem went to Antioch and Syria, and a number of Gentiles also"believed" and"turned to the Lord" (Ac 11:21). The church in Antioch in turn became a great sending center that launched Paul and Barnabas on their missionary journey into the Greek and Roman world (Ac 13:1-3).

				Paul beautifully summarized what was happening as both Jews and Gentiles responded to the gospel:

				There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to one hope at your calling—one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. (Eph 4:4-6)  (See Eph #8:Walking Worthy.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it difficult for some Christians to accept other believers who are ethnically and culturally different from them?

				

				

	

Jesus at the Festival of Dedication

				22 Then the Festival of Dedicationdn took place in Jerusalem, and it was winter. 23 Jesus was walking in the •temple complex in Solomon's Colonnade. 24 Then the Jews surrounded Him and asked,"How long are You going to keep us in suspense?do If You are the •Messiah, tell us plainly."dp

				25 "I did tell you and you don't believe," Jesus answered them."The works that I do in My Father's name testify about Me. 26 But you don't believe because you are not My sheep.dq27 My sheep hear My voice, I know them, and they follow Me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish — ever! No one will snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all. No one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 30 The Father and I are one."dr

				A Principle to Live By - Eternal Salvation

				#22 When we are truly born again by God's Spirit, we are to be certain that we are eternally saved. 

				[image: Getz1126.png]

				This is one of the most reassuring passages in all of Scripture: when we believe in our hearts that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, we do indeed have eternal life. As we receive that life through faith, we will"never perish—ever!" (v. 28). Jesus made this point very clear. Since Jesus and the Father are One, we are in the"hand" of the Savior and in the hand of our heavenly Father (vv. 29-30). 

				The apostle Paul expanded on this great truth in his letter to the Romans:

				Who can separate us from the love of Christ? Can affliction or anguish or persecution or 
famine or nakedness or danger or sword? . . . No, in all these things we are more than victorious through Him who loved us. For I am persuaded that not even death or life, angels or rulers, things present or things to come, hostile powers, height or depth, or any other created thing will have the power to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord! (Rm 8:35,37-39)  (See Rm #16:Security in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				How should this great truth regarding our eternal salvation impact the way we live our lives?  (See Ti #6:Motivated by God's Grace.)

				

				

	

Renewed Efforts to Stone Jesus

				31 Again the Jews picked up rocks to stone Him.

				32 Jesus replied,"I have shown you many good works from the Father. Which of these works are you stoning Me for?"

				33 "We aren't stoning You for a good work," the Jews answered,"but for blasphemy, because You — being a man — make Yourself God."

				34 Jesus answered them,"Isn't it written in your scripture,ds I said, you are gods?dt 35 If He called those whom the word of God came to 'gods' — and the Scripture cannot be broken — 36 do you say, 'You are blaspheming' to the One the Father set apart and sent into the world, because I said: I am the Son of God? 37 If I am not doing My Father's works, don't believe Me. 38 But if I am doing them and you don't believe Me, believe the works. This way you will know and understanddu that the Father is in Me and I in the Father." 39 Then they were trying again to seize Him, yet He eluded their grasp.  (Review Jn #12: Scriptural Authenticity.)

				

	

Many beyond the Jordan Believe in Jesus

				40 So He departed again across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing earlier, and He remained there. 41 Many came to Him and said,"John never did a sign, but everything John said about this man was true." 42 And many believed in Him there.

				

	

Lazarus Dies at Bethany

				11 Now a man was sick, Lazarus, from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with fragrant oil and wiped His feet with her hair, and it was her brother Lazarus who was sick. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Him:"Lord, the one You love is sick."

				4 When Jesus heard it, He said,"This sickness will not end in death but is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it." 5 Now Jesus loved Martha, her sister, and Lazarus. 6 So when He heard that he was sick, He stayed two more days in the place where He was. 7 Then after that, He said to the disciples,"Let's go to Judea again."

				8 "•Rabbi," the disciples told Him,"just now the •Jews tried to stone You, and You're going there again?"

				9 "Aren't there 12 hours in a day?" Jesus answered."If anyone walks during the day, he doesn't stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 If anyone walks during the night, he does stumble, because the light is not in him." 11 He said this, and then He told them,"Our friend Lazarus has fallen •asleep, but I'm on My way to wake him up."

				12 Then the disciples said to Him,"Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will get well."

				13 Jesus, however, was speaking about his death, but they thought He was speaking about natural sleep. 14 So Jesus then told them plainly,"Lazarus has died. 15 I'm glad for you that I wasn't there so that you may believe. But let's go to him."

				16 Then Thomas (called"Twin") said to his fellow disciples,"Let's go so that we may die with Him."

				

	

The Resurrection and the Life

				17 When Jesus arrived, He found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem (about two milesdv away). 19 Many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them about their brother. 20 As soon as Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet Him. But Mary remained seated in the house.

				21 Then Martha said to Jesus,"Lord, if You had been here, my brother wouldn't have died. 22 Yet even now I know that whatever You ask from God, God will give You."

				23 "Your brother will rise again," Jesus told her.

				24 Martha said,"I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day."

				25 Jesus said to her,"I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in Me, even if he dies, will live.26 Everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die — ever. Do you believe this?"

				27 "Yes, Lord," she told Him,"I believe You are the •Messiah, the Son of God, who comes into the world."

				A Principle to Live By - Our Eternal Hope
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				#23 As those who have personally received the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, we are to face physical death with full assurance that we have eternal life. 

				Jesus knew Lazarus had died (11:14). The Savior saw this as one of His greatest opportunities to once again demonstrate that He was the Son of God who had come to give eternal life to all who would believe in Him. When He arrived in Bethany, He met Martha and shared a message of hope regarding those who die physically: If they are truly born again, they will never die spiritually (vv. 25-26).

				In this life and death setting, Jesus shared the fifth descriptive"I am" declaration that John recorded. All of Jesus'"I am" statements in this Gospel give the same assurance—the hope of eternal life:

				
						I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever (6:51). 

						I am the light of the world. Anyone who follows Me will never walk in the darkness but will have the light of life (8:12).

						I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved (10:9).

						I am the good shepherd. . . . I lay down My life for the sheep (10:14-15). 

						I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in Me, even if he dies, will live (11:25). 

				

				Reflection and Response

				What other statements in John's Gospel can we use to reassure people that true believers have eternal life the moment they receive the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior? (See Jn 3:16, 36; 10:28; 20:31.)  (Review Jn #8: Eternal Hope.)

				

				

	

Jesus Shares the Sorrow of Death

				28 Having said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, saying in private,"The Teacher is here and is calling for you."

				29 As soon as she heard this, she got up quickly and went to Him. 30 Jesus had not yet come into the village but was still in the place where Martha had met Him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw that Mary got up quickly and went out. So they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to cry there.

				32 When Mary came to where Jesus was and saw Him, she fell at His feet and told Him,"Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died!"

				33 When Jesus saw her crying, and the Jews who had come with her crying, He was angrydw in His spirit and deeply moved. 34 "Where have you put him?" He asked.

				"Lord," they told Him,"come and see."

				35 Jesus wept.

				36 So the Jews said,"See how He loved him!" 37 But some of them said,"Couldn't He who opened the blind man's eyes also have kept this man from dying?"

				

	

The Seventh Sign: Raising Lazarus from the Dead

				38 Then Jesus, angrydx in Himself again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 "Remove the stone," Jesus said.

				Martha, the dead man's sister, told Him,"Lord, he's already decaying.dy It's been four days."

				40 Jesus said to her,"Didn't I tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?"

				41 So they removed the stone. Then Jesus raised His eyes and said,"Father, I thank You that You heard Me.42 I know that You always hear Me, but because of the crowd standing here I said this, so they may believe You sent Me." 43 After He said this, He shouted with a loud voice,"Lazarus, come out!" 44 The dead man came out bound hand and foot with linen strips and with his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them,"Loose him and let him go."

				A Principle to Live By - Physical Death and Eternal Hope
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				#24 When our loved ones die who have put their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we are to take great comfort that they are with Christ.

				When John composed this Gospel, he selected seven significant signs or miracles to convince his readers that Jesus Christ is indeed the Son of God (20:30-31). Each sign is distinct, illustrating a specific aspect of Christ's deity:

				
						When Jesus changed water to wine, He demonstrated His qualitative power. It was the best wine (2:10)!

						When Jesus healed the Roman official's son, He demonstrated His power over distance. Jesus was in Cana and the boy was in Capernaum (4:50,53). 

						When Jesus healed the man at the pool of Bethesda, He illustrated His power 
over time. The man had been crippled for thirty-eight years (5:5). 

						When Jesus fed the 5,000, He demonstrated His quantitative power—multiplying the loaves and the fish. Twelve full baskets were left over (6:11,13). 

						When Jesus walked on water and stilled the storm, He demonstrated His power over nature (6:19-21). 

						When Jesus healed the man who was born blind, He demonstrated His power over human destiny—conquering misfortune and displaying God's works (9:3).

						When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, He demonstrated His power over death, both physical and spiritual (11:43-44). 

				

				These signs were so convincing that the religious leaders could not explain away the supernatural. What Jesus did was either from God or from Satan—and to attribute Jesus' good deeds to evil made no sense at all.  (See Lk #23:Thinking Clearly.)

				When performing this seventh sign, Jesus was both sad and angry. In His humanity, Jesus felt sin's impact on His good friends. Lazarus was dead and his sisters were experiencing deep grief. The greatest lesson, however, associated with this final sign was the ultimate reason"the Word became flesh and took up residence among us" (Jn 1:14)—that Jesus Christ was and is the resurrection and the life for all who truly believe. Even though we grieve when loved ones die, God does not want us to grieve like those"who have no hope" (1Th 4:13-17).

				Reflection and Response

				How do Paul's personal testimony as well as his teachings verify that when Christians die, they go immediately to be with Christ?  (See Php #4:Eternal Values.)

				

				

	

The Plot to Kill Jesus

				45 Therefore, many of the Jews who came to Mary and saw what He did believed in Him. 46 But some of them went to the •Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done.

				47 So the •chief priests and the Pharisees convened the •Sanhedrin and said,"What are we going to do since this man does many signs? 48 If we let Him continue in this way, everyone will believe in Him! Then the Romans will come and remove both our place and our nation."

				49 One of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them,"You know nothing at all! 50 You're not considering that it is to your dz advantage that one man should die for the people rather than the whole nation perish." 51 He did not say this on his own, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but also to unite the scattered children of God. 53 So from that day on they plotted to kill Him. 54 Therefore Jesus no longer walked openly among the Jews but departed from there to the countryside near the wilderness, to a town called Ephraim. And He stayed there with the disciples.  (See Ezr #1:Our Sovereign God.)

				55 The Jewish •Passover was near, and many went up to Jerusalem from the country to purify themselves before the Passover. 56 They were looking for Jesus and asking one another as they stood in the •temple complex:"What do you think? He won't come to the festival, will He?" 57 The chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if anyone knew where He was, he should report it so they could arrest Him.

				

	

The Anointing at Bethany

				12 Six days before the •Passover, Jesus came to Bethany where Lazarus ea was, the one Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So they gave a dinner for Him there; Martha was serving them, and Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with Him. 3 Then Mary took a pound of fragrant oil — pure and expensive nard — anointed Jesus' feet, and wiped His feet with her hair. So the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil.

				4 Then one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot (who was about to betray Him), said, 5 "Why wasn't this fragrant oil sold for 300 •denarii and given to the poor?" 6 He didn't say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief. He was in charge of the money-bag and would steal part of what was put in it.

				7 Jesus answered,"Leave her alone; she has kept it for the day of My burial. 8 For you always have the poor with you, but you do not always have Me."  (See Mt #54:Carnal Influence.)

				

	

The Decision to Kill Lazarus

				9 Then a large crowd of the Jews learned He was there. They came not only because of Jesus, but also to see Lazarus the one He had raised from the dead. 10 Therefore the •chief priests decided to kill Lazarus also 11 because he was the reason many of the Jews were deserting themeb and believing in Jesus.

				

	

The Triumphal Entry

				12 The next day, when the large crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13 they took palm branches and went out to meet Him. They kept shouting:"•Hosanna! He who comes in the name of the Lord is the blessed Oneec — the King of Israel!"

				14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written: 15 Fear no more, Daughter •Zion. Look, your King is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt.ed

				16 His disciples did not understand these things at first. However, when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written about Him and that they had done these things to Him. 17 Meanwhile, the crowd, which had been with Him when He called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead, continued to testify. ee 18 This is also why the crowd met Him, because they heard He had done this sign.

				19 Then the •Pharisees said to one another,"You see? You've accomplished nothing. Look — the world has gone after Him!"  (See Zch #8:A Humble Servant.)

				

	

Jesus Predicts His Crucifixion

				20 Now some Greeks were among those who went up to worship at the festival. 21 So they came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and requested of him,"Sir, we want to see Jesus."

				22 Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23 Jesus replied to them,"The hour has come for the •Son of Man to be glorified.

				24 "•I assure you: Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains by itself. But if it dies, it produces a large crop.ef 25 The one who loves his life will lose it, and the one who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me. Where I am, there My servant also will be. If anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.

				27 "Now My soul is troubled. What should I say — Father, save Me from this hour? But that is why I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify Your name!"eg

				Then a voice came from heaven:"I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again!"

				29 The crowd standing there heard it and said it was thunder. Others said that an angel had spoken to Him.

				30 Jesus responded,"This voice came, not for Me, but for you. 31 Now is the judgment of this world. Now the ruler of this •world will be cast out. 32 As for Me, if I am lifted upeh from the earth I will draw all people to Myself." 33 He said this to signify what kind of death He was about to die.

				34 Then the crowd replied to Him,"We have heard from the scripture that the •Messiah will remain forever. So how can You say, 'The Son of Man must be lifted up'?ei Who is this Son of Man?"

				35 Jesus answered,"The light will be with you only a little longer. Walk while you have the light so that darkness doesn't overtake you. The one who walks in darkness doesn't know where he's going. 36 While you have the light, believe in the light so that you may become sons of light." Jesus said this, then went away and hid from them.

				A Principle to Live By - The Urgency for Belief
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				#25 When we hear the truth regarding Jesus Christ, we must understand that the opportunity to receive Him as Savior may end at any moment. 

				Jesus once again picked up on the theme that John introduced in the opening verses of his Gospel. When"the Word became flesh and took up residence" in the first-century world (1:14), He was the light that"shines in the darkness" (1:5) and"the true light, who gives light to everyone" (1:9).

				As Jesus began His public ministry, He used this metaphor to describe who He was and is—the"light of the world" (8:12; 9:5). However, the time had come for Him to leave this world. He was about to be crucified, to be resurrected, and then to ascend to heaven. When He did, Jesus would no longer walk the face of the earth in human form. The actual"light" of His presence would no longer be seen (12:35). The opportunity to believe in Jesus Christ because of a physical encounter with Him as the God-man would no longer exist.

				This, of course, was not the end of the redemptive story. In many respects, it was just the beginning. Jesus had laid the groundwork for a new entity: the church was born on the day of Pentecost. Since that time, all those who are born-again Christ-followers—both Jews and Gentiles—are to reflect the light of the Savior to the unsaved world. Thus Paul wrote to the Ephesians,

				For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light—for the fruit of the light results in all goodness, righteousness, and truth—discerning what is pleasing to the Lord. Don't participate in the fruitless works of darkness, but instead expose them. (Eph 5:8-11)  (See Eph #12:Walking in the Light.)

				Just as Jesus Christ left this world centuries ago and returned to the Father, so also He will come to remove true followers of Christ from this world (1Co 15:51-57). When this happens—and it could happen at any moment—the time of judgment for unbelievers will follow. Consequently, Jesus' message to the crowds in Jerusalem is still the same message:"While you have the light, believe in the light so that you may become sons of light" (Jn 12:36). In essence, do not delay in receiving the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior from sin.

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it easy to hear the message of salvation and yet not to respond to the invitation to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and to receive Him as Savior?  (See 2Pt #5:Looking for Christ's Return.)

				

				

	

Isaiah's Prophecies Fulfilled

				37 Even though He had performed so many signs in their presence, they did not believe in Him. 38 But this was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet, who said:ej

				

				Lord, who has believed our message?

				And who has the arm of the Lord

				been revealed to?ek

				

				39 This is why they were unable to believe, because Isaiah also said:

				

				40 He has blinded their eyes

				and hardened their hearts,

				so that they would not see with their eyes

				or understand with their hearts,

				and be converted,

				and I would heal them.el  (See Is #7:Living Holy Lives.)

				

				41 Isaiah said these things because em he saw His glory and spoke about Him.

				42 Nevertheless, many did believe in Him even among the rulers, but because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, so they would not be banned from the •synagogue. 43 For they loved praise from men more than praise from God.en

				A Principle to Live By - Pleasing God First
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				#26 When we receive the Lord Jesus as Savior and become Christ-followers, we are to always seek God's approval above man's approval.

				As we've noted earlier, there were probably a number of Jews who were believers but who did not publicly acknowledge their faith in Christ. Understandably, some of these followers of Christ were fearful for their own lives, just as is true today among some believers who could face death if they openly confess Christ in a very hostile environment. This may have been true of Nicodemus, although we do not know the motive of his heart at this critical moment in his life (7:50-52).  (Review Jn #17: Bold but Wise.)

				John made it very clear that to love the"praise from men more than praise from God" is a serious violation of the Lord's will (12:43). This motive, however, can be very different from a fear of persecution and even death, although the two motives could be interrelated. 

				Paul's commitment while in a Roman prison is certainly a great model for all Christians, even though we may not face this kind of persecution:

				My eager expectation and hope is that I will not be ashamed about anything, but that now as always, with all boldness, Christ will be highly honored in my body, whether by life or by death. (Php 1:20)  (See Php #4:Eternal Values.)

				Reflection and Response

				In seeking to do God's will, how can we differentiate between these two motives—seeking"praise from men more than praise from God" versus a fear of bodily harm to ourselves or to our families?

				

				

	

A Summary of Jesus' Mission

				44 Then Jesus cried out,"The one who believes in Me believes not in Me, but in Him who sent Me. 45 And the one who sees Me sees Him who sent Me. 46 I have come as a light into the world, so that everyone who believes in Me would not remain in darkness. 47 If anyone hears My words and doesn't keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. 48 The one who rejects Me and doesn't accept My sayings has this as his judge:eo The word I have spoken will judge him on the last day. 49 For I have not spoken on My own, but the Father Himself who sent Me has given Me a command as to what I should say and what I should speak. 50 I know that His command is eternal life. So the things that I speak, I speak just as the Father has told Me."  (See Rv #34:Eternal Judgment.)

				

	

Jesus Washes His Disciples' Feet

				13 Before the •Passover Festival, Jesus knew that His hour had come to depart from this world to the Father. Having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.

				2 Now by the time of supper, the Devil had already put it into the heart of Judas, Simon Iscariot's son, to betray Him. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had given everything into His hands, that He had come from God, and that He was going back to God.4 So He got up from supper, laid aside His robe, took a towel, and tied it around Himself.5 Next, He poured water into a basin and began to wash His disciples' feet and to dry them with the towel tied around Him.

				6 He came to Simon Peter, who asked Him,"Lord, are You going to wash my feet?"

				7 Jesus answered him,"What I'm doing you don't understand now, but afterward you will know."

				8 "You will never wash my feet — ever!" Peter said.

				Jesus replied,"If I don't wash you, you have no part with Me."

				9 Simon Peter said to Him,"Lord, not only my feet, but also my hands and my head."

				10 "One who has bathed," Jesus told him,"doesn't need to wash anything except his feet, but he is completely •clean. You are clean, but not all of you." 11 For He knew who would betray Him. This is why He said,"You are not all clean."

				

	

The Meaning of Footwashing

				12 When Jesus had washed their feet and put on His robe, He reclined again and said to them,"Do you know what I have done for you? 13 You call Me Teacher and Lord. This is well said, for I am. 14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet.15 For I have given you an example that you also should do just as I have done for you.

				16 "•I assure you: A •slave is not greater than his master,ep and a messenger is not greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 

				A Principle to Live By - A Servant's Heart
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				#27 No matter our role in the church of Jesus Christ, we are always to serve one another in love.  (See Mt #47:Servant-Leadership.)

				This is one of the greatest examples of servant-leadership in all of Scripture. He who was equal with God performed what would be considered one of the lowliest tasks in the ancient world: washing feet. 

				Jesus had sent Peter and John to prepare for this Passover meal. Everything was in place, except they had failed to secure a servant to perform this routine service. All of these men had been walking with open sandals or even barefoot on the dusty and contaminated streets of Jerusalem. Washing feet before a meal was as common in that culture as washing hands before we partake of a meal in a more contemporary society. 

				It appears Jesus waited until the middle of this meal to see if one of these men would fulfill this servant role. They all knew the custom. Furthermore, the basin was there as well as the towel. However, not one of these men volunteered, so Jesus took this opportunity to demonstrate that those who may be considered the greatest among them should become the greatest servants. Sadly, after following Jesus for over three years, none of these men had learned this important spiritual lesson, including Peter who was probably embarrassed by Jesus' humble actions (13:6-10). 

				The principle Jesus demonstrated that day applies to all believers, regardless of our position in the body of Christ. We are all to"serve one another through love" (Gl 5:13).  (See Gl #9:Freedom to Serve.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does this principle relate to various roles in the family of God—as elders or pastors, as parents, as husbands and wives, and as members of Christ's body generally?

				

				18 I'm not speaking about all of you; I know those I have chosen. But the Scripture must be fulfilled: The one who eats My breadeq has raised his heel against Me.er

				19 "I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that I am He. 20 I assure you: Whoever receives anyone I send receives Me, and the one who receives Me receives Him who sent Me."

				

	

Judas's Betrayal Predicted

				21 When Jesus had said this, He was troubled in His spirit and testified,"I assure you: One of you will betray Me!"

				22 The disciples started looking at one another — uncertain which one He was speaking about. 23 One of His disciples, the one Jesus loved, was reclining close beside Jesus.es 24 Simon Peter motioned to him to find out who it was He was talking about. 25 So he leaned back against Jesus and asked Him,"Lord, who is it?"

				26 Jesus replied,"He's the one I give the piece of bread to after I have dipped it." When He had dipped the bread, He gave it to Judas, Simon Iscariot's son. et 27 After Judas ate the piece of bread, Satan entered him. Therefore Jesus told him,"What you're doing, do quickly."

				28 None of those reclining at the table knew why He told him this. 29 Since Judas kept the money-bag, some thought that Jesus was telling him,"Buy what we need for the festival," or that he should give something to the poor. 30 After receiving the piece of bread, he went out immediately. And it was night.  (See Lk #47:Reflecting Unity.)

				

	

The New Command

				31 When he had gone out, Jesus said,"Now the •Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in Him. 32 If God is glorified in Him,eu God will also glorify Him in Himself and will glorify Him at once.

				33 "Children, I am with you a little while longer. You will look for Me, and just as I told the •Jews, 'Where I am going you cannot come,' so now I tell you.

				34 "I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you must also love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."

				A Principle to Live By - Modeling Love

				#28 To carry out the Great Commission effectively, we are first of all to demonstrate to the world the character of true disciples of Jesus Christ.
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				After Judas left the upper room, Jesus stated three times that these eleven men were to love one another. 

				First, by calling it a"command," He put it on the same level as the Ten Commandments 
(v. 34a). Later, Paul elaborated on Jesus' teaching:

				Do not owe anyone anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments: Do not commit adultery; do not murder; do not steal; do not covet; and whatever other commandment—all are summed up by this: Love your neighbor as yourself. Love does no wrong to a neighbor. Love, therefore, is the fulfillment of the law. (Rm 13:8-10)  (See Rm #26:Loving One Another.)

				Second, Jesus had just illustrated this new command when He washed their feet. Thus, He stated,"Just as I have loved you, you must also love one another" (Jn 13:34b). However, there was a meaning that went far beyond the foot-washing experience. John understood this meaning and explained it years later in his first Epistle:

				This is how we have come to know love: He laid down His life for us. We should also lay down our lives for our brothers. (1Jn 3:16) 

				This, of course, was the ultimate act of love, something these men did not understand at that moment. If they were not willing to wash one another's feet, they were certainly not willing to die for each other. Ironically, James, the brother of John, who wanted to sit at Christ's right hand in the kingdom, was the first of the apostles to demonstrate this kind of love when his heart was transformed and he gave his life in martyrdom (Ac 12:1-2).  (See 1Jn #10:Loving as Christ Loved.)

				Third, Jesus wanted these men to know that their love for one another was the key to communicating that they were truly His followers. There were many disciples in Jesus' day: the disciples of Moses, the disciples of John the Baptist, and even the disciples of Herod, called Herodians. But Jesus wanted everyone to know that these were His disciples, men who in their love for one another reflected His sacrificial death on the cross. 

				Jesus laid the foundation for the Great Commission at the Passover meal. When He told these men on a mountain in Galilee to"make disciples of all nations" (Mt 28:19), they were not only to proclaim the message that Jesus Christ was the Son of God, but to demonstrate with their love for one another what Christ will do in our lives when we come to know Him personally and walk in His will. We are able to love one another as Christ loved us!  (See Eph #11:Walking in Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is love for one another such a powerful factor in carrying out the Great Commission?

				

				

	

Peter's Denials Predicted

				36 "Lord," Simon Peter said to Him,"where are You going?"

				Jesus answered,"Where I am going you cannot follow Me now, but you will follow later."

				37 "Lord," Peter asked,"why can't I follow You now? I will lay down my life for You!"

				38 Jesus replied,"Will you lay down your life for Me? I assure you: A rooster will not crow until you have denied Me three times.  (See Lk #48:Satanic Attacks.)

				

	

The Way to the Father

				14 "Your heart must not be troubled. Believeev in God; believe also in Me. 2 In My Father's house are many dwelling places;ew if not, I would have told you. I am going away to prepare a place for you. 3 If I go away and prepare a place for you, I will come back and receive you to Myself, so that where I am you may be also. 4 You know the way to where I am going."ex

				5 "Lord," Thomas said,"we don't know where You're going. How can we know the way?"

				6 Jesus told him,"I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.  (See Ps #72:The Only Way.)

				

	

Jesus Reveals the Father

				7 "If you know Me, you will also knowey My Father. From now on you do know Him and have seen Him."

				8 "Lord," said Philip,"show us the Father, and that's enough for us."

				9 Jesus said to him,"Have I been among you all this time without your knowing Me, Philip? The one who has seen Me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 10 Don't you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me? The words I speak to you I do not speak on My own. The Father who lives in Me does His works. 11 Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me. Otherwise, believeez because of the works themselves. (Review Jn #13: God-s-Personal-Concern.)

				

	

Praying in Jesus' Name

				12 "•I assure you: The one who believes in Me will also do the works that I do. And he will do even greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in My name, I will do it so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask Mefa anything in My name, I will do it.fb(Review Jn #32: The Power of Prayer.)

				

	

Another Counselor Promised

				15 "If you love Me, you will keepfc My commands.16 And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another •Counselor to be with you forever. 17 He is the Spirit of truth. The •world is unable to receive Him because it doesn't see Him or know Him. But you do know Him, because He remains with you and will befd in you.18 I will not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you.

				

	

The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit

				19 "In a little while the world will see Me no longer, but you will see Me. Because I live, you will live too. 20 In that day you will know that I am in My Father, you are in Me, and I am in you. 21 The one who has My commands and keeps them is the one who loves Me. And the one who loves Me will be loved by My Father. I also will love him and will reveal Myself to him."

				22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him,"Lord, how is it You're going to reveal Yourself to us and not to the world?"

				23 Jesus answered,"If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word. My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. 24 The one who doesn't love Me will not keep My words. The word that you hear is not Mine but is from the Father who sent Me.

				25 "I have spoken these things to you while I remain with you. 26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit — the Father will send Him in My name — will teach you all things and remind you of everything I have told you.

				A Principle to Live By - The Spirit of Truth

				#29 We are to consult God's written Word regularly, asking the Holy Spirit to illuminate our minds to understand and apply scriptural truth. 
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				The apostles experienced deep anxiety when Jesus told them He was leaving them (13:33). However, Jesus assured these men that the Father would send them"another Counselor,"the Spirit of truth" (14:15-17). This Counselor would"teach [them] all things and remind [them] of everything" Jesus had taught them for more than three years (14:26). Jesus also promised them that this Counselor would guide them 
"into all the truth," even teaching them"what is to come" (16:13).

				It is not coincidental that Jesus repeatedly called this Counselor"the Spirit of truth" (14:17; 15:26; 16:13). He is the one who authored the New Testament writings through the apostles and others. This is why the new believers in Jerusalem were able to devote"themselves to the apostles' teaching" (Ac 2:42). Once"the Spirit of truth" came on the day of Pentecost, He enabled some of these men—those He was teaching in the upper room—first of all to speak God's truth orally but eventually to communicate it in written form (2Tm 3:16-17). The New Testament is the apostles' teaching that has been inspired by the promised Spirit of truth.  (See 2Tm #8:Standing Firm on Scripture; 2Pt #3: The Word of God.)

				Though the Holy Spirit performed a unique ministry through the authors of Scripture, we must remember that Jesus' promise regarding the indwelling Holy Spirit was to all believers. Paul made this clear in his letter to the Corinthians when he wrote,

				For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. (1Co 12:13) 

				Since the Holy Spirit supernaturally authored the Scriptures through human instruments, certainly the One who dwells within each one of us personally, and as a body corporately, will illuminate our minds to understand and apply God's truth. 

				Reflection and Response

				What advantages do believers today have over believers in John's day?

				

				

	

Jesus' Gift of Peace

				27 "Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Your heart must not be troubled or fearful. 28 You have heard Me tell you, 'I am going away and I am coming to you.' If you loved Me, you would have rejoiced that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. 29 I have told you now before it happens so that when it does happen you may believe. 30 I will not talk with you much longer, because the ruler of the world is coming. He has no power over Me.fe 31 On the contrary, I am going away so that the world may know that I love the Father. Just as the Father commanded Me, so I do.

				"Get up; let's leave this place.  (See Rm #8:Peace with God.)

				

	

The Vine and the Branches

				15 "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vineyard keeper. 2 Every branch in Me that does not produce fruit He removes, and He prunes every branch that produces fruit so that it will produce more fruit. 3 You are already •clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in Me, and I in you. Just as a branch is unable to produce fruit by itself unless it remains on the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in Me.

				5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in Me and I in him produces much fruit, because you can do nothing without Me. 6 If anyone does not remain in Me, he is thrown aside like a branch and he withers. They gather them, throw them into the fire, and they are burned.7 If you remain in Me and My words remain in you, ask whatever you want and it will be done for you.8 My Father is glorified by this: that you produce much fruit and prove to beff My disciples.

				

	

Christlike Love

				9 "As the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you. Remain in My love. 10 If you keep My commands you will remain in My love, just as I have kept My Father's commands and remain in His love.

				11 "I have spoken these things to you so that My joy may be in you and your joy may be complete. 12 This is My command: Love one another as I have loved you. 13 No one has greater love than this, that someone would lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are My friends if you do what I command you. 15 I do not call you •slaves anymore, because a slave doesn't know what his masterfg is doing. I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything I have heard from My Father. 16 You did not choose Me, but I chose you. I appointed you that you should go out and produce fruit and that your fruit should remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in My name, He will give you. 17 This is what I command you: Love one another.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Sustaining Strength
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				#30 To love one another as Jesus has loved us, we must draw supernatural strength from the indwelling Spirit of Christ. 

				When Jesus and His disciples left the upper room, they headed toward the Kidron Valley (18:1). Evidently, they passed by a vineyard, and Jesus shared with these men how they could obey the"new command" He had given them (13:34-35). Using the metaphor of the vine and the branches, Jesus clearly illustrated that these men must draw their strength from Him. They could not function on their own. If they would"remain" in Christ, they would be able to"produce much fruit and prove to be [His] disciples" (15:7-8).  (See Ezk #16:Trusting Christ Daily.)

				This statement is very similar to the new command:"all people will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another" (13:35). Following this vineyard statement, Jesus repeated this new command (15:12,17). 

				Paul captured the truth Jesus was teaching when he prayed for the Ephesians:

				For this reason I kneel before the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. I pray that He may grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power in the inner man through His Spirit, and that the Messiah may dwell in your hearts through faith. I pray that you, being rooted and firmly established in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the length and width, height and depth of God's love, and to know the Messiah's love that surpasses knowledge, so you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (Eph 3:14-19)  (See Ps #76:Abiding in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul's doxology at the conclusion of this wonderful and reassuring prayer for the Ephesians reinforce this Principle to Live By?  (See Eph #7:Experiencing God's Power.)

				

				

	

Persecutions Predicted

				18 "If the •world hates you, understand that it hated Me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own. However, because you are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of it, the world hates you. 20 Remember the word I spoke to you: 'A slave is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will also keep yours. 21 But they will do all these things to you on account of My name, because they don't know the One who sent Me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have sin.fh Now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 The one who hates Me also hates My Father. 24 If I had not done the works among them that no one else has done, they would not have sin. Now they have seen and hated both Me and My Father. 25 But this happened so that the statement written in their scripture might be fulfilled: They hated Me for no reason.fi  (See Ps #66:Our Great High Priest.)

				

	

Coming Testimony and Rejection

				26 "When the •Counselor comes, the One I will send to you from the Father — the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father — He will testify about Me. 27 You also will testify, because you have been with Me from the beginning.  (See Ac #3:Miraculous Events.)

				16 "I have told you these things to keep you from •stumbling. 2 They will ban you from the •synagogues. In fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will think he is offering service to God. 3 They will do these things because they haven't known the Father or Me. 4 But I have told you these things so that when their timefj comes you may remember I told them to you. I didn't tell you these things from the beginning, because I was with you.  (See Ac #11:Resentment and Persecution.)

				

	

The Counselor's Ministry

				5 "But now I am going away to Him who sent Me, and not one of you asks Me, 'Where are You going? ' 6 Yet, because I have spoken these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart.7 Nevertheless, I am telling you the truth. It is for your benefit that I go away, because if I don't go away the •Counselor will not come to you. If I go, I will send Him to you.8 When He comes, He will convict the world about sin, righteousness, and judgment: 9 About sin, because they do not believe in Me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will no longer see Me; 11 and about judgment, because the ruler of this •world has been judged.

				12 "I still have many things to tell you, but you can't bear them now.13 When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth. For He will not speak on His own, but He will speak whatever He hears. He will also declare to you what is to come. 14 He will glorify Me, because He will take from what is Mine and declare it to you. 15 Everything the Father has is Mine. This is why I told you that He takes from what is Mine and will declare it to you.

				A Principle to Live By - The Holy Spirit's Ministry
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				#31 When we share the truth of the Word of God with unbelievers, we are to rely on the Holy 
Spirit to enable them to receive the message of salvation.  (Review Jn #29: The Spirit of Truth.)

				We've already noted that it was"the Spirit of truth" that enabled the apostles both to speak and to write the words recorded in the New Testament (14:26). However, the Holy Spirit's ministry is also ongoing in regard to bringing conviction into the minds and hearts of unbelievers when they are exposed to biblical truth. 

				Jesus outlined three ways in which the Spirit of truth convicts unbelievers:

				1.	He opens unbeliever's hearts to understand the essence of sin: failure to believe in Jesus Christ (16:8-9). 

				2.	He opens their minds to understand that their own righteousness does not measure up to God's standard: the risen Christ (v. 10).

				3.	He clarifies the result of siding with the world instead of with Christ: certain judgment (v. 11). 

				Reflection and Response

				How should the ministry of the Holy Spirit affect our approach to communication with unsaved people—in our preaching, teaching, and personal witnessing (1Th 1:5a)? 

				

				

	

Sorrow Turned to Joy

				16 "A little while and you will no longer see Me; again a little while and you will see Me."fk

				17 Therefore some of His disciples said to one another,"What is this He tells us: 'A little while and you will not see Me; again a little while and you will see Me'; and, 'because I am going to the Father'?" 18 They said,"What is this He is saying, fl 'A little while'? We don't know what He's talking about!"

				19 Jesus knew they wanted to question Him, so He said to them,"Are you asking one another about what I said, 'A little while and you will not see Me; again a little while and you will see Me'?

				20 "•I assure you: You will weep and wail, but the world will rejoice. You will become sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn to joy. 21 When a woman is in labor she has pain because her time has come. But when she has given birth to a child, she no longer remembers the suffering because of the joy that a person has been born into the world. 22 So you also have sorrowfm now. But I will see you again. Your hearts will rejoice, and no one will rob you of your joy. 23 In that day you will not ask Me anything.

				"I assure you: Anything you ask the Father in My name, He will give you. 24 Until now you have asked for nothing in My name. Ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be complete.

				A Principle to Live By - The Power of Prayer
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				#32 To experience joy and peace in the midst of life's challenges, we are to approach God through the Lord Jesus Christ.

				Jesus had mentioned prayer earlier, particularly as a means to enable the apostles to carry out God's work in the world (14:12-14). Jesus now returned to this theme with an emphasis on experiencing joy in the midst of the deep sorrow they were about to face when He was crucified (16:20). 

				In both references to prayer, Jesus exhorted these men to pray in His name. In essence, to pray in Jesus' name means we are presenting requests on the basis of all the Son is and all He has done for us. This involves His deity, His incarnation, death, and resurrection, and His ongoing ministry as our great high priest (Heb 4:14-16). As someone has said,"To pray in Jesus' name is as if we've signed His name to our requests." Note again that we can address both the Father and the Son in Jesus' name, indicating that He and the Father are equal (Jn 10:30; 14:14). 

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the painful circumstances in life where we can experience answers to prayer that bring joy and peace in the midst of deep anxiety and suffering? (See Php 4:6-7.) 

				

				

	

Jesus the Victor

				25 "I have spoken these things to you in figures of speech. A time is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figures, but I will tell you plainly about the Father. 26 In that day you will ask in My name. I am not telling you that I will make requests to the Father on your behalf. 27 For the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me and have believed that I came from God.fn 28 I came from the Father and have come into the world. Again, I am leaving the world and going to the Father."

				29 "Ah!" His disciples said."Now You're speaking plainly and not using any figurative language. 30 Now we know that You know everything and don't need anyone to question You. By this we believe that You came from God."

				31 Jesus responded to them,"Do you now believe? 32 Look: An hour is coming, and has come, when each of you will be scattered to his own home, and you will leave Me alone. Yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me. 33 I have told you these things so that in Me you may have peace. You will have suffering in this world. Be courageous! I have conquered the world."  (Review Jn #4: Profession versus Possession.)

				

	

Jesus Prays for Himself

				17 Jesus spoke these things, looked up to heaven, and said:

				

				Father,

				the hour has come.

				Glorify Your Son

				so that the Son may glorify You,

				2 for You gave Him authority

				over all flesh;fo

				so He may give eternal life

				to all You have given Him.

				3 This is eternal life:

				that they may know You, the only true God,

				and the One You have sent — Jesus Christ.

				4 I have glorified You on the earth

				by completing the work You gave Me to do.

				5 Now, Father, glorify Me in Your presence

				with that glory I had with You

				before the world existed.

				

	

Jesus Prays for His Disciples

				6 I have revealed Your name

				to the men You gave Me from the world.

				They were Yours, You gave them to Me,

				and they have kept Your word.

				7 Now they know that all things

				You have given to Me are from You,

				8 because the words that You gave Me,

				I have given them.

				They have received them

				and have known for certain

				that I came from You.

				They have believed that You sent Me.

				9 I prayfp for them.

				I am not praying for the •world

				but for those You have given Me,

				because they are Yours.

				10 Everything I have is Yours,

				and everything You have is Mine,

				and I have been glorified in them.

				11 I am no longer in the world,

				but they are in the world,

				and I am coming to You.

				Holy Father,

				protectfq them by Your name

				that You have given Me,

				so that they may be one as We are one.

				12 While I was with them,

				I was protecting them by Your name

				that You have given Me.

				I guarded them and not one of them is lost,

				except the son of destruction,

				so that the Scripture may be fulfilled.

				13 Now I am coming to You,

				and I speak these things in the world

				so that they may have My joy completed in them.

				14 I have given them Your word.

				The world hated them

				because they are not of the world,

				as I am not of the world.

				15 I am not praying

				that You take them out of the world

				but that You protect them from the evil one.

				16 They are not of the world,

				as I am not of the world.

				17 •Sanctify them by the truth;

				Your word is truth.

				

				18 As You sent Me into the world,

				I also have sent them into the world.

				19 I sanctify Myself for them,

				so they also may be sanctified by the truth.

				

	

Jesus Prays for All Believers

				20 I pray not only for these,

				but also for those who believe in Me

				through their message.

				21 May they all be one,

				as You, Father, are in Me and I am in You.

				May they also be onefr in Us,

				so the world may believe You sent Me.

				22 I have given them the glory You have given Me.

				May they be one as We are one.

				23 I am in them and You are in Me.

				May they be made completely one,

				so the world may know You have sent Me

				and have loved them as You have loved Me.

				A Principle to Live By - The Results of Love
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				#33 As believers, we are to do all we can to maintain the spirit of love and unity in our churches in order to demonstrate to the world that Jesus Christ is the incarnate Son of God. 

				As Jesus made His way toward the Kidron Valley and to the Garden of Gethsemane, He prayed, first of all, for Himself (vv. 1-5), then for the apostles (vv. 6-19), and then for future believers who would believe through the words of the apostles (vv. 20-23). Though the church as it is described in the book of Acts and the Epistles had not been a pervasive theme in Jesus' teaching, everything He taught and practiced set the stage for this mystery to be revealed (Mt 16:18; Eph 3:3-7). 

				The church is indeed a divine organism whose influence is to penetrate the unsaved world. Consequently, the communities of faith that emerged throughout the Roman world were to become the visible manifestation Jesus prayed for. 

				Note how Jesus developed this concept. True"love for one another" will demonstrate to all people that we are dedicated disciples of Jesus Christ (Jn 13:35). This love in turn will be reflected in our oneness of heart and mind and purpose. This love and unity, then, is to become the primary miracle that God desires to use to convince unbelievers that Jesus Christ was and is indeed the Word who became flesh, the incarnate Son of God.  (See Ps #137:The Beauty of Unity.)

				In essence, God now wants to use this visible manifestation of love and unity to do what Jesus' miracles did when He walked the earth—to lead people to believe and receive the Savior in order to inherit eternal life. John captured this great truth in the letter he wrote years later:

				Dear friends, let us love one another, because love is from God, and everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. The one who does not love does not know God, because God is love. God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent His One and Only Son into the world so that we might live through Him. Love consists in this: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Dear friends, if God loved us in this way, we also must love one another. No one has ever seen God. If we love one another, God remains in us and His love is perfected in us. (1Jn 4:7-12)  (See 1Jn #12:Our Corporate Witness.)

				Reflection and Response

				How has Satan attacked Bible-believing local churches throughout church history, and why?

				

				24 Father,

				I desire those You have given Me

				to be with Me where I am.

				Then they will see My glory,

				which You have given Me

				because You loved Me before the world's foundation.

				25 Righteous Father!

				The world has not known You.

				However, I have known You,

				and these have known that You sent Me.

				26 I made Your name known to them

				and will make it known,

				so the love You have loved Me with

				may be in them and I may be in them.

				A Principle to Live By - Knowing God Personally

				#34 To have eternal life, we must not only believe that the Lord Jesus Christ came from God but we must personally receive Him as the One who became the incarnate Son of God.  (Review Jn #2: The Deity of Christ.)
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				Earlier, the apostles confessed that Jesus Christ had come from God (16:30). In His prayer, Jesus affirmed this confession (17:8). However, it's one thing to believe Jesus came from God and another thing to truly understand and believe that He is God. This is clearly illustrated in the conversion experience of the 
man born blind.  (Review Jn #20: Acceptance or Rejection.)

				Furthermore, we also know from John's record that among many who claimed to be disciples, accurate theological knowledge had not become experiential knowledge (6:66). This was true even in the lives of some of the apostles. Thomas, of course, is a classic example. He did not truly believe in the Lord Jesus Christ until after the resurrection.  (Review Jn #38: Dealing with Doubters)

				When we present the salvation message to unbelievers today, we must do all we can to communicate who Jesus Christ really is. He was not just a good man, a great teacher and prophet, or even a Son of God. He was the Son of God who is one with the Father. He became the God-man in order to live among us and die for our sins. He rose from the grave as our living Lord Jesus Christ so that we might also never die spiritually but live eternally.  (See Rm #10:Our New Life in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Since these are profound adult concepts, how can we simplify these truths for children who want to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior?

				

				

	

Jesus Betrayed

				18 After Jesus had said these things, He went out with His disciples across the Kidron Valley, where there was a garden, and He and His disciples went into it. 2 Judas, who betrayed Him, also knew the place, because Jesus often met there with His disciples. 3 So Judas took a •company of soldiers and some temple police from the •chief priests and the •Pharisees and came there with lanterns, torches, and weapons.

				4 Then Jesus, knowing everything that was about to happen to Him, went out and said to them,"Who is it you're looking for?"

				5 "Jesus the •Nazarene," they answered.

				"I am He,"fs Jesus told them.

				Judas, who betrayed Him, was also standing with them. 6 When He told them,"I am He," they stepped back and fell to the ground.

				7 Then He asked them again,"Who is it you're looking for?"

				"Jesus the Nazarene," they said.

				8 "I told you I am He," Jesus replied."So if you're looking for Me, let these men go." 9 This was to fulfill the words He had said:"I have not lost one of those You have given Me."

				10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest's •slave, and cut off his right ear. (The slave's name was Malchus.)

				11 At that, Jesus said to Peter,"Sheathe your sword! Am I not to drink the cup the Father has given Me?"

				

	

Jesus Arrested and Taken to Annas

				12 Then the company of soldiers, the commander, and the Jewish temple police arrested Jesus and tied Him up. 13 First they led Him to Annas, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. 14 Caiaphas was the one who had advised the •Jews that it was advantageous that one man should die for the people.

				

	

Peter Denies Jesus

				15 Meanwhile, Simon Peter was following Jesus, as was another disciple. That disciple was an acquaintance of the high priest; so he went with Jesus into the high priest's courtyard. 16 But Peter remained standing outside by the door. So the other disciple, the one known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the girl who was the doorkeeper and brought Peter in.

				17 Then the slave girl who was the doorkeeper said to Peter,"You aren't one of this man's disciples too, are you?"

				"I am not!" he said. 18 Now the slaves and the temple police had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold. They were standing there warming themselves, and Peter was standing with them, warming himself.

				

	

Jesus before Annas

				19 The high priest questioned Jesus about His disciples and about His teaching.

				20 "I have spoken openly to the world," Jesus answered him."I have always taught in the •synagogue and in the •temple complex, where all the Jews congregate, and I haven't spoken anything in secret. 21 Why do you question Me? Question those who heard what I told them. Look, they know what I said."

				22 When He had said these things, one of the temple police standing by slapped Jesus, saying,"Is this the way you answer the high priest?"

				23 "If I have spoken wrongly," Jesus answered him,"give evidenceft about the wrong; but if rightly, why do you hit Me?"

				24 Then Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.

				

	

Peter Denies Jesus Twice More

				25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They said to him,"You aren't one of His disciples too, are you?"

				He denied it and said,"I am not!"

				26 One of the high priest's slaves, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, said,"Didn't I see you with Him in the garden?"

				27 Peter then denied it again. Immediately a rooster crowed.  (See Mt #55:Our Great High Priest.)

				

	

Jesus before Pilate

				28 Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to the governor's •headquarters. It was early morning. They did not enter the headquarters themselves; otherwise they would be defiled and unable to eat the •Passover.

				29 Then •Pilate came out to them and said,"What charge do you bring against this man?"

				30 They answered him,"If this man weren't a criminal,fu we wouldn't have handed Him over to you."

				31 So Pilate told them,"Take Him yourselves and judge Him according to your law."

				"It's not legal for us to put anyone to death," the Jews declared. 32 They said this so that Jesus' words might be fulfilled signifying what kind of death He was going to die.

				33 Then Pilate went back into the headquarters, summoned Jesus, and said to Him,"Are You the King of the Jews?"

				34 Jesus answered,"Are you asking this on your own, or have others told you about Me?"

				35 "I'm not a Jew, am I?" Pilate replied."Your own nation and the chief priests handed You over to me. What have You done?"

				36 "My kingdom is not of this •world," said Jesus."If My kingdom were of this world, My servantsfv would fight, so that I wouldn't be handed over to the Jews. As it is, My kingdom does not have its origin here."fw

				37 "You are a king then?" Pilate asked.

				"You say that I'm a king," Jesus replied."I was born for this, and I have come into the world for this: to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to My voice."

				38 "What is truth?" said Pilate.

				

	

Jesus or Barabbas

				After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them,"I find no grounds for charging Him. 39 You have a custom that I release one prisoner to you at the Passover. So, do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?"

				40 They shouted back,"Not this man, but Barabbas!" Now Barabbas was a revolutionary.fx

				

	

Jesus Flogged and Mocked

				19 Then •Pilate took Jesus and had Him flogged. 2 The soldiers also twisted together a crown of thorns, put it on His head, and threw a purple robe around Him. 3 And they repeatedly came up to Him and said,"Hail, King of the Jews!" and were slapping His face.

				4 Pilate went outside again and said to them,"Look, I'm bringing Him outside to you to let you know I find no grounds for charging Him."

				

	

Pilate Sentences Jesus to Death

				5 Then Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them,"Here is the man!"

				6 When the •chief priests and the temple police saw Him, they shouted,"Crucify! Crucify!"

				Pilate responded,"Take Him and crucify Him yourselves, for I find no grounds for charging Him."

				7 "We have a law," the •Jews replied to him,"and according to that law He must die, because He made Himself the Son of God."

				8 When Pilate heard this statement, he was more afraid than ever. 9 He went back into the •headquarters and asked Jesus,"Where are You from?" But Jesus did not give him an answer. 10 So Pilate said to Him,"You're not talking to me? Don't You know that I have the authority to release You and the authority to crucify You?"

				11 "You would have no authority over Me at all," Jesus answered him,"if it hadn't been given you from above. This is why the one who handed Me over to you has the greater sin."fy

				12 From that moment Pilate made every effortfz to release Him. But the Jews shouted,"If you release this man, you are not Caesar's friend. Anyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar!"

				13 When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside. He sat down on the judge's bench in a place called the Stone Pavement (but in •Hebrew Gabbatha). 14 It was the preparation day for the •Passover, and it was about six in the morning.ga Then he told the Jews,"Here is your king!"

				15 But they shouted,"Take Him away! Take Him away! Crucify Him!"

				Pilate said to them,"Should I crucify your king?"

				"We have no king but Caesar!" the chief priests answered.

				16 So then, because of them, he handed Him over to be crucified.  (See Mt #57:The Power of Self-Interests.)

				

	

The Crucifixion

				Therefore they took Jesus away. gb 17 Carrying His own cross, He went out to what is called Skull Place, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 18 There they crucified Him and two others with Him, one on either side, with Jesus in the middle. 19 Pilate also had a sign lettered and put on the cross. The inscription was:

				

				JESUS THE NAZARENE
       THE KING OF THE JEWS.

				20 Many of the Jews read this sign, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written in Hebrew,gc Latin, and Greek. 21 So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate,"Don't write, 'The King of the Jews,' but that He said, 'I am the King of the Jews.'"

				22 Pilate replied,"What I have written, I have written."

				23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took His clothes and divided them into four parts, a part for each soldier. They also took the tunic, which was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. 24 So they said to one another,"Let's not tear it, but cast lots for it, to see who gets it." They did this to fulfill the Scripture that says: They divided My clothes among themselves, and they cast lots for My clothing.gd And this is what the soldiers did.

				

	

Jesus' Provision for His Mother

				25 Standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother, His mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and •Mary Magdalene.26 When Jesus saw His mother and the disciple He loved standing there, He said to His mother,"•Woman, here is your son." 27 Then He said to the disciple,"Here is your mother." And from that hour the disciple took her into his home.

				A Principle to Live By - Honoring Parents

				[image: Getz1139.png]

				#35 As believing children, we are to be committed to caring and providing for our aging parents. 

				This is a very personal note in this Gospel. The disciple Jesus addressed from the cross was probably John himself. From a human perspective, he had a special relationship with Jesus. Perhaps out of deference to the other apostles, John did not use his name to describe this friendship, but in a few cases he identified himself as"the one Jesus loved" (13:23; 19:26; 20:2; 21:7). 

				Here was one of those moments, and it involved Mary, Jesus' mother. What happened also demonstrates that in His humanness as the Word who became flesh (1:14), He was concerned about His mother's future welfare. He turned to John to care for her since His earthly relationship with His family was about to end. 

				Jesus indeed modeled for children of all time God's will in caring for parents. Paul reinforced this divine principle in his first letter to Timothy, particularly in caring for widows:

				But if anyone does not provide for his own, that is his own household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. (1Tm 5:8)  (See 1Tm #11:Material Needs.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do various cultural and economic situations affect the way we apply this Principle to Live By?

				

				

	

The Finished Work of Jesus

				28 After this, when Jesus knew that everything was now accomplished that the Scripture might be fulfilled, He said,"I'm thirsty!" 29 A jar full of sour wine was sitting there; so they fixed a sponge full of sour wine on hyssopge and held it up to His mouth.

				30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, He said,"It is finished!" Then bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.

				

	

Jesus' Side Pierced

				31 Since it was the preparation day, the Jews did not want the bodies to remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a specialgf day). They requested that Pilate have the men's legs broken and that their bodies be taken away. 32 So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first man and of the other one who had been crucified with Him. 33 When they came to Jesus, they did not break His legs since they saw that He was already dead. 34 But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out. 35 He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows he is telling the truth. 36 For these things happened so that the Scripture would be fulfilled: Not one of His bones will be broken.gg 37 Also, another Scripture says: They will look at the One they pierced.gh

				A Principle to Live By - Fulfilled Prophecies

				[image: Getz1140.png]

				#36 When sharing evidence that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, we should be prepared to review some of the many ways in which His life on earth fulfilled a number of Old Testament prophecies.  (See Zch #10:The Blood of Christ.)

				Earlier in his Gospel, John recorded another significant conversation with the religious leaders in Jerusalem that illustrates why fulfilled prophecies are so important:

				You pore over the Scriptures because you think you have eternal life in them, yet they testify about Me. And you are not willing to come to Me so that you may have life. (Jn 5:39-40) 
(Review Jn #12: Scriptural Authenticity.)

				What Jesus said in this conversation points to literally hundreds of specific prophecies in the Old Testament that were precisely fulfilled when He lived His life on earth. To demonstrate why this Principle to Live By is so important, let's look at just eight prophecies and their fulfillment.

				

				
					
						
								
								Event

							
								
								Prophecy

							
								
								Fulfillment

							
						

						
								
								1. Place of Birth

							
								
								Mc 5:2

							
								
								Mt 2:1

							
						

						
								
								2. Herod's massacre

							
								
								Jr 31:15

							
								
								Mt 2:16

							
						

						
								
								3. John the Baptist

							
								
								Is 40:3

							
								
								Mt 3:1-2

							
						

						
								
								4. Riding on a donkey

							
								
								Zch 9:9

							
								
								Lk 19:35-37

							
						

						
								
								5. The resurrection

							
								
								Ps 16:10

							
								
								Ac 2:31

							
						

						
								
								6. 30 pieces of silver

							
								
								Zch 11:12

							
								
								Mt 26:15

							
						

						
								
								7. Body pierced

							
								
								Zch 12:10

							
								
								Jn 19:34

							
						

						
								
								8. Garments distributed

							
								
								Ps 22:18

							
								
								Jn 19:23-24

							
						

					
				

				

				What is the likelihood that just these eight prophecies would have happened by chance? Statisticians tell us that the probability could be as low as one in ten to the 17th power. That's one chance in one hundred million billion! In view of this observation, it is virtually inconceivable that all the Old Testament prophecies regarding Jesus Christ could be fulfilled by chance. 

				The evidence from these fulfilled prophecies should be absolutely overwhelming to any person who takes biblical history seriously. There is impressive proof that the Lord Jesus Christ is who He claimed to be. Unfortunately, religious leaders in Israel ignored these prophecies and the way in which they were being fulfilled before their very eyes. 

				Reflection and Response

				Though this kind of evidence is so overwhelming, why do so many unbelievers ignore this information?

				

				

	

Jesus' Burial

				38 After this, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus — but secretly because of his fear of the Jews — asked Pilate that he might remove Jesus' body. Pilate gave him permission, so he came and took His body away. 39 Nicodemus (who had previously come to Him at night) also came, bringing a mixture of about 75 poundsgi of myrrh and aloes. 40 Then they took Jesus' body and wrapped it in linen cloths with the aromatic spices, according to the burial custom of the Jews. 41 There was a garden in the place where He was crucified. A new tomb was in the garden; no one had yet been placed in it. 42 They placed Jesus there because of the Jewish preparation and since the tomb was nearby.

				A Principle to Live By - Urgency with Patience
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				#37 When sharing the message about the Lord Jesus Christ, we should allow unbelievers time to process and respond to what they have heard. 

				Jesus modeled this principle throughout His ministry on earth. Though He emphasized the urgency for belief (12:34-36), He was patient with those who were struggling to discover the truth regarding who He is and why He came to earth. This included the apostles and even the religious leaders who were questioning His claim to be equal with God. 

				Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea were secret disciples. Both were probably members of the Sanhedrin and sincerely seeking the truth. Nicodemus first came to Jesus in private where he heard how to be"born again" (3:3). As hostility grew in Jerusalem on the part of his fellow religious leaders, Nicodemus defended Jesus' right to a fair trial but was silenced by those who were determined to kill Him (7:50-52). However, when Nicodemus saw what happened at the cross, he, along with Joseph, openly expressed his loyalty to Christ. Needless to say, this could have cost them their high position, if not their very lives. 

				We too are to be patient with people who have difficulty responding to the gospel immediately. Paul wrote to Titus that we are"to be kind, always showing gentleness to all people," acknowledging that many of us were once"foolish, disobedient, [and] deceived" (Ti 3:2-3; cp. 2Tm 2:24-26).  (See Ti #7:Conquering Evil with Good.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the reasons people today need time to process the truth regarding Jesus Christ?

				

				

	

The Empty Tomb

				20 On the first day of the week •Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark. She saw that the stone had been removedgj from the tomb. 2 So she ran to Simon Peter and to the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said to them,"They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put Him!"

				3 At that, Peter and the other disciple went out, heading for the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and got to the tomb first. 5 Stooping down, he saw the linen cloths lying there, yet he did not go in. 6 Then, following him, Simon Peter came also. He entered the tomb and saw the linen cloths lying there. 7 The wrapping that had been on His head was not lying with the linen cloths but was folded up in a separate place by itself. 8 The other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, then entered the tomb, saw, and believed. 9 For they still did not understand the Scripture that He must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went home again.

				

	

Mary Magdalene Sees the Risen Lord

				11 But Mary stood outside facing the tomb, crying. As she was crying, she stooped to look into the tomb. 12 She saw two angels in white sitting there, one at the head and one at the feet, where Jesus' body had been lying. 13 They said to her,"•Woman, why are you crying?"

				"Because they've taken away my Lord," she told them,"and I don't know where they've put Him." 14 Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, though she did not know it was Jesus.

				15 "Woman," Jesus said to her,"why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?"

				Supposing He was the gardener, she replied,"Sir, if you've removed Him, tell me where you've put Him, and I will take Him away."

				16Jesus said,"Mary."

				Turning around, she said to Him in •Hebrew, "Rabbouni!"gk — which means"Teacher."

				17 "Don't cling to Me," Jesus told her,"for I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to My brothers and tell them that I am ascending to My Father and your Father — to My God and your God."

				18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples,"I have seen the Lord!" And she told them whatgl He had said to her.

				

	

The Disciples Commissioned

				19 In the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were gathered together with the doors locked because of their fear of the •Jews. Then Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them,"Peace to you!"

				20 Having said this, He showed them His hands and His side. So the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.

				21 Jesus said to them again,"Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you." 22 After saying this, He breathed on them and said,gm"Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."

				

	

Thomas Sees and Believes

				24 But one of the Twelve, Thomas (called"Twin"), was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples kept telling him,"We have seen the Lord!"

				But he said to them,"If I don't see the mark of the nails in His hands, put my finger into the mark of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will never believe!"

				26 After eight days His disciples were indoors again, and Thomas was with them. Even though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them. He said,"Peace to you!"

				27 Then He said to Thomas,"Put your finger here and observe My hands. Reach out your hand and put it into My side. Don't be an unbeliever, but a believer."

				28 Thomas responded to Him,"My Lord and my God!"

				A Principle to Live By - Dealing with Doubters

				[image: Getz1142.png]

				#38 We must remember that some unbelievers who are the most difficult to reach with the truth may become the most effective in convincing others that Jesus is the Son of God.

				Jesus had chosen Thomas to be an apostle. Yet, even after traveling with the Savior, listening to His teachings, and observing a multitude of miracles, he still doubted Christ's deity. He had heard Jesus tell Mary and Martha that He is"the resurrection and the life" (11:25); He had seen Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead; yet he did not embrace the truth. In fact, he was so entrenched in his doubt and unbelief that he did not believe his fellow disciples when they said that Jesus had appeared to them (20:25).

				The moment came in Thomas' life, however, when he truly believed that Jesus Christ was God in the flesh. When Jesus appeared suddenly and invited him to touch His wounds, Thomas responded with sincere words of commitment that changed his life forever:"My Lord and my God!" (v. 28). Tradition tells us that he became a great missionary to India, established the church there, and eventually died a martyr for the cause of Christ.  (Review Jn #34: Knowing God Personally.)

				Reflection and Response

				When attempting to reach people with the gospel who are intense doubters, when should we discontinue our efforts?

				

				29 Jesus said,"Because you have seen Me, you have believed.gn Those who believe without seeing are blessed."

				

	

The Purpose of This Gospel

				30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of His disciples that are not written in this book.31 But these are written so that you may believe Jesus is the •Messiah, the Son of God,go and by believing you may have life in His name.

				A Principle to Live By - The Power of Scripture
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				#39 When we present the gospel of Jesus Christ, we are to trust God and the Holy Spirit to use the inspired Scriptures to convince people that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

				Thomas experienced saving faith because of his direct encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ. The same is true of the other apostles as well as a large number of people Jesus appeared to following His resurrection (1Co 15:3-8). However, all those who have come to faith in Christ as the Son of God over the last two millennia have done so because they have heard the story of redemption as it has been presented from the written Word of God.

				This is why John wrote his Gospel: to convince people to believe that Jesus Christ is God who came in human flesh (Jn 20:30-31; cp. 1:14). And this is why the Father sent"the Spirit of truth" to assist the authors of Scripture to record this divine message (14:17,25-26; 16:8-11). There is supernatural power inherent in the very words of Scripture not only to convict people of their need for a Savior but to help them grow and mature in their faith (2Tm 3:16-17).  (Review Jn #31: The Holy Spirit's Ministry.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does the supernatural power of Scripture work in harmony with love and unity among followers of Jesus Christ?  (Review Jn #28: Modeling Love.)

				

				

	

Jesus' Third Appearance to the Disciples

				21 After this, Jesus revealed Himself again to His disciples by the Sea of Tiberias.gp He revealed Himself in this way:

				2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called"Twin"), Nathanael from Cana of Galilee, Zebedee's sons, and two others of His disciples were together.

				3 "I'm going fishing," Simon Peter said to them.

				"We're coming with you," they told him. They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

				4 When daybreak came, Jesus stood on the shore. However, the disciples did not know it was Jesus.

				5 "Men,"gq Jesus called to them,"you don't have any fish, do you?"

				"No," they answered.

				6 "Cast the net on the right side of the boat," He told them,"and you'll find some." So they did,gr and they were unable to haul it in because of the large number of fish. 7 Therefore the disciple, the one Jesus loved, said to Peter,"It is the Lord!"

				When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he tied his outer garment around himgs (for he was stripped) and plunged into the sea. 8 But since they were not far from land (about 100 yardsgt away), the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish. 9 When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish lying on it, and bread.

				10 "Bring some of the fish you've just caught," Jesus told them. 11 So Simon Peter got up and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish — 153 of them. Even though there were so many, the net was not torn.

				12 "Come and have breakfast," Jesus told them. None of the disciples dared ask Him,"Who are You?" because they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread, and gave it to them. He did the same with the fish.

				14 This was now the third time Jesus appearedgu to the disciples after He was raised from the dead.  (See Lk #11:Overcoming Fear.)

				

	

Jesus' Threefold Restoration of Peter

				15 When they had eaten breakfast, Jesus asked Simon Peter,"Simon, son of John,gv do you lovegw Me more than these?"

				"Yes, Lord," he said to Him,"You know that I love You."

				"Feed My lambs," He told him.

				16 A second time He asked him,"Simon, son of John, do you love Me?"

				"Yes, Lord," he said to Him,"You know that I love You."

				"Shepherd My sheep," He told him.

				17 He asked him the third time,"Simon, son of John, do you love Me?"

				Peter was grieved that He asked him the third time,"Do you love Me?" He said,"Lord, You know everything! You know that I love You."

				"Feed My sheep," Jesus said. 18 "•I assure you: When you were young, you would tie your belt and walk wherever you wanted. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands and someone else will tie you and carry you where you don't want to go." 19 He said this to signify by what kind of death he would glorify God. After saying this, He told him,"Follow Me!"

				A Principle to Live By - The Greatest Command
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				#40 We should not be surprised if the Lord at times tests the extent of our love for Him.

				This happened to Peter when Jesus confronted him with the question,"Do you love Me more than these?" (21:15). The Greek term for"these" is ambiguous: it could refer to the boat and the net these men were using to fish. Jesus had called Peter to leave his business and to fish for people (Mt 4:19). More likely, however, Jesus was asking whether Peter still thought his loyalty was superior to that of the other apostles. After all, he had boasted that he would never forsake Christ, even if all the others did (Mt 26:33; Mk 14:29). He, of course, failed when he denied the Lord three times, which helps explain why Jesus asked Peter three times if he loved Him.

				Either way, Jesus was testing Peter's motives, preparing him for the great task to be the primary leader of these men when Jesus returned to heaven. Peter ultimately passed the test, serving Jesus Christ faithfully. Tradition tells us that he eventually was martyred, requesting that he be crucified upside down because he was not worthy to be crucified like Jesus. 

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways has Jesus tested your motives regarding your relationship with Him?

				

				

	

Correcting a False Report

				20 So Peter turned around and saw the disciple Jesus loved following them. That disciple was the one who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and asked,"Lord, who is the one that's going to betray You?" 21 When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus,"Lord — what about him?"

				22 "If I want him to remain until I come," Jesus answered,"what is that to you? As for you, follow Me."

				23 So this reportgx spread to the •brothers that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did not tell him that he would not die, but,"If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you?"

				



	

Epilogue

				24 This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true.

				

				25 And there are also many other things that Jesus did, which, if they were written one by one, I suppose not even the world itself could contain the booksgy that would be written.  (See Col #4:Putting Christ First.)

				

				
					
						a1:1 The Word (Gk Logos) is a title for Jesus as the communication and the revealer of God the Father; Jn 1:14,18; Rv 19:13.

					

					
						b1:3-4 Other punctuation is possible: . . . not one thing was created. What was created in Him was life

					

					
						c1:5 Or grasp, or comprehend, or overtake ; Jn 12:35

					

					
						d1:7 Or through it (the light)

					

					
						e1:9 Or The true light who comes into the world gives light to everyone, or The true light enlightens everyone coming into the world.

					

					
						f1:11 The same Gk adjective is used twice in this verse: the first refers to all that Jesus owned as Creator (to His own); the second refers to the Jews (His own people).

					

					
						g1:11 The same Gk adjective is used twice in this verse: the first refers to all that Jesus owned as Creator (to His own); the second refers to the Jews (His own people).

					

					
						h1:12 Or become

					

					
						i1:13 Lit bloods ; the pl form of blood occurs only here in the NT. It may refer either to lineal descent (that is, blood from one's father and mother) or to the OT sacrificial system (that is, the various blood sacrifices). Neither is the basis for birth into the family of God.

					

					
						j1:13 Or not of human lineage, or of human capacity, or of human volition

					

					
						k1:14 Or and dwelt in a tent ; lit and tabernacled ; this word occurs only here in John. A related word, referring to the Festival of Tabernacles, occurs only in 7:2; Ex 40:34-38.

					

					
						l1:14 Son is implied from the reference to the Father and from Gk usage.

					

					
						m1:18 Other mss read God

					

					
						n1:18 Lit is in the bosom of the Father

					

					
						o1:23 Is 40:3

					

					
						p1:26 Or in

					

					
						q1:27 Other mss add who came before me

					

					
						r1:28 Other mss read in Bethabara

					

					
						s1:31 Or in

					

					
						t1:33 He refers to God the Father, who gave John a sign to help him identify the Messiah. Vv. 32-34 indicate that John did not know that Jesus was the Messiah until the Spirit descended upon Him at His baptism.

					

					
						u1:33 Or in

					

					
						v1:33 Or in

					

					
						w1:34 Other mss read is the Chosen One of God

					

					
						x1:39 Lit about the tenth hour. Various methods of reckoning time were used in the ancient world. John probably used a different method from the other 3 Gospels. If John used the same method of time reckoning as the other 3 Gospels, the translation would be: It was about four in the afternoon.

					

					
						y1:41 In the NT, the word Messiah translates the Gk word Christos ("Anointed One"), except here and in Jn 4:25 where it translates Messias.

					

					
						z1:42 Other mss read Simon, son of Jonah

					

					
						aa1:43 Or he, referring either to Simon Peter (vv. 41-42) or Andrew (vv. 40-41)

					

					
						ab2:4 Or You and I see things differently ; lit What to Me and to you ; Mt 8:29; Mk 1:24; 5:7; Lk 8:28

					

					
						ac2:6 Lit 2 or 3 measures

					

					
						ad2:8 Lit ruler of the table ; perhaps master of the feast, or headwaiter

					

					
						ae2:11 Lit this beginning of the signs ; Jn 4:54; 20:30. Seven miraculous signs occur in John's Gospel and are so noted in the headings.

					

					
						af2:16 Lit a house of business

					

					
						ag2:17 Ps 69:9

					

					
						ah3:5 Or spirit, or wind ; the Gk word pneuma can mean wind, spirit, or Spirit, each of which occurs in this context.

					

					
						ai3:10 Or the teacher

					

					
						aj3:13 Other mss add who is in heaven

					

					
						ak3:15 Other mss add not perish, but

					

					
						al3:20 Lit and does not come to the light

					

					
						am3:21 Lit who does

					

					
						an3:25 Other mss read and the Jews

					

					
						ao3:29 Lit with joy rejoices

					

					
						ap3:31 Or of earthly things

					

					
						aq3:34 Other mss read since God

					

					
						ar4:1 Other mss read the Lord

					

					
						as4:5 Lit piece of land

					

					
						at4:6 Lit the sixth hour ; see note at Jn 1:39; an alt time reckoning would be noon

					

					
						au4:9 Or do not share vessels with

					

					
						av4:9 Other mss omit For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.

					

					
						aw4:14 Or spring

					

					
						ax4:25 In the NT, the word Messiah translates the Gk word Christos ("Anointed One"), except here and in Jn 1:41 where it translates Messias.

					

					
						ay4:35 Lit Raise

					

					
						az4:35 Lit white

					

					
						ba4:38 Lit you have entered into

					

					
						bb4:39 Lit because of the woman's word

					

					
						bc4:41 Lit because of His word

					

					
						bd4:42 Other mss add the Messiah

					

					
						be4:50 Lit the word

					

					
						bf4:52 Or seven in the evening ; lit at the seventh hour ; see note at Jn 1:39; an alt time reckoning would be at one in the afternoon

					

					
						bg5:2 Other mss read Bethzatha ; other mss read Bethsaida

					

					
						bh5:3-4 Other mss omit bracketed text

					

					
						bi5:13 Lit slipped away, there being a crowd in that place

					

					
						bj5:16 Other mss add and trying to kill Him

					

					
						bk5:19 Lit whatever that One

					

					
						bl5:31 Or not true

					

					
						bm5:32 Or true

					

					
						bn5:35 Lit That man

					

					
						bo5:39 In Gk this could be a command: Pore over . . .

					

					
						bp6:14 Other mss read signs

					

					
						bq6:19 Lit 25 or 30 stadia ; 1 stadion = 600 feet

					

					
						br6:20 Lit I am

					

					
						bs6:22 Other mss add into which His disciples had entered

					

					
						bt6:26 Or perceived

					

					
						bu6:31 Ex 16:4; Ps 78:24

					

					
						bv6:36 Other mss omit Me

					

					
						bw6:44 Or brings, or leads ; see the use of this Gk verb in Jn 12:32; 21:6; Ac 16:19; Jms 2:6.

					

					
						bx6:45 Is 54:13

					

					
						by6:47 Other mss add in Me

					

					
						bz6:58 Other mss omit the manna

					

					
						ca6:60 Lit hear

					

					
						cb6:64 Other mss omit not

					

					
						cc6:69 Other mss read You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God

					

					
						cd6:71 Other mss read Judas Iscariot, Simon's son

					

					
						ce6:71 Lit Judas, of Simon Iscariot

					

					
						cf7:2 Or Booths

					

					
						cg7:8 Other mss omit yet

					

					
						ch7:37 Other mss omit to Me

					

					
						ci7:39 Other mss read Holy Spirit

					

					
						cj7:39 Other mss read had not yet been given

					

					
						ck7:39 Lit the Spirit was not yet ; the word received is implied from the previous clause.

					

					
						cl7:42 Lit seed

					

					
						cm7:46 Other mss read like this man

					

					
						cn8:11 Or Sir ; Jn 4:15,49; 5:7; 6:34; 9:36

					

					
						co8:11 Other mss omit bracketed text

					

					
						cp8:14 Or true

					

					
						cq8:15 Lit You judge according to the flesh

					

					
						cr8:24 Jesus claimed to be deity, but the Pharisees didn't understand His meaning.

					

					
						cs8:31 Or My teaching, or My message

					

					
						ct8:33 Or offspring ; lit seed ; Jn 7:42

					

					
						cu8:37 Or offspring ; lit seed ; Jn 7:42

					

					
						cv8:37 Or My teaching, or My message

					

					
						cw8:38 Other mss read of My Father

					

					
						cx8:43 Or cannot hear

					

					
						cy8:44 Lit from his own things

					

					
						cz8:44 Lit of it

					

					
						da8:53 Lit Who do You make Yourself?

					

					
						db8:57 Other mss read and Abraham has seen You?

					

					
						dc8:58 I AM is the name God gave Himself at the burning bush; Ex 3:13-14; see note at Jn 8:24.

					

					
						dd8:59 Or Jesus hid Himself

					

					
						de8:59 Other mss add and having gone through their midst, He passed by

					

					
						df9:4 Other mss read I

					

					
						dg9:4 Other mss read sent us

					

					
						dh9:24 Give glory to God was a solemn charge to tell the truth; Jos 7:19.

					

					
						di9:32 Lit From the age

					

					
						dj9:35 Other mss read the Son of God

					

					
						dk9:41 To have sin is an idiom that refers to guilt caused by sin.

					

					
						dl10:8 Other mss omit before Me

					

					
						dm10:12 Lit leaves the sheep

					

					
						dn10:22 Or Hanukkah, also called the Feast of Lights ; this festival commemorated the rededication of the temple in 164 b.c.

					

					
						do10:24 Lit How long are you taking away our life?

					

					
						dp10:24 Or openly, or publicly

					

					
						dq10:26 Other mss add just as I told you

					

					
						dr10:30 Lit I and the Father — We are one.

					

					
						ds10:34 Other mss read in the scripture

					

					
						dt10:34 Ps 82:6

					

					
						du10:38 Other mss read know and believe

					

					
						dv11:18 Lit 15 stadia ; 1 stadion = 600 feet

					

					
						dw11:33 The Gk word is very strong and probably indicates Jesus' anger against sin's tyranny and death.

					

					
						dx11:38 See note at 11:33.

					

					
						dy11:39 Lit he already stinks

					

					
						dz11:50 Other mss read to our

					

					
						ea12:1 Other mss read Lazarus who died

					

					
						eb12:11 Lit going away

					

					
						ec12:13 Ps 118:25-26

					

					
						ed12:15 Zch 9:9

					

					
						ee12:17 Other mss read Meanwhile the crowd, which had been with Him, continued to testify that He had called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead.

					

					
						ef12:24 Lit produces much fruit

					

					
						eg12:28 Other mss read Your Son

					

					
						eh12:32 Or exalted

					

					
						ei12:34 Or exalted

					

					
						ej12:38 Lit which he said

					

					
						ek12:38 Is 53:1

					

					
						el12:40 Is 6:10

					

					
						em12:41 Other mss read when

					

					
						en12:43 Lit loved glory of men more than glory of God ; v. 41; Jn 5:41

					

					
						eo12:48 Lit has the one judging him

					

					
						ep13:16 Or lord

					

					
						eq13:18 Other mss read eats bread with Me

					

					
						er13:18 Ps 41:9

					

					
						es13:23 Lit reclining at Jesus' breast ; that is, on His right; Jn 1:18

					

					
						et13:26 Other mss read Judas Iscariot, Simon's son

					

					
						eu13:32 Other mss omit If God is glorified in Him

					

					
						ev14:1 Or You believe

					

					
						ew14:2 The Vg used the Lat term mansio, a traveler's resting place. The Gk word is related to the verb meno, meaning remain or stay, which occurs 40 times in John.

					

					
						ex14:4 Other mss read this verse: And you know where I am going, and you know the way

					

					
						ey14:7 Other mss read If you had known Me, you would have known

					

					
						ez14:11 Other mss read believe Me

					

					
						fa14:14 Other mss omit Me

					

					
						fb14:14 Other mss omit all of v. 14

					

					
						fc14:15 Other mss read If you love Me, keep (as a command)

					

					
						fd14:17 Other mss read and is

					

					
						fe14:30 Lit He has nothing in Me

					

					
						ff15:8 Or and become

					

					
						fg15:15 Or lord

					

					
						fh15:22 To have sin is an idiom that refers to guilt caused by sin.

					

					
						fi15:25 Ps 69:4

					

					
						fj16:4 Other mss read when the time

					

					
						fk16:16 Other mss add because I am going to the Father

					

					
						fl16:18 Other mss omit He is saying

					

					
						fm16:22 Other mss read will have sorrow

					

					
						fn16:27 Other mss read from the Father

					

					
						fo17:2 Or people

					

					
						fp17:9 Lit ask (throughout this passage)

					

					
						fq17:11 Lit keep (throughout this passage)

					

					
						fr17:21 Other mss omit one

					

					
						fs18:5 Lit I am ; see note at Jn 8:58.

					

					
						ft18:23 Or him, testify

					

					
						fu18:30 Lit an evil doer

					

					
						fv18:36 Or attendants, or helpers

					

					
						fw18:36 Lit My kingdom is not from here

					

					
						fx18:40 Or robber ; see Jn 10:1,8 for the same Gk word used here

					

					
						fy19:11 To have sin is an idiom that refers to guilt caused by sin.

					

					
						fz19:12 Lit Pilate was trying

					

					
						ga19:14 Lit the sixth hour ; see note at Jn 1:39; an alt time reckoning would be about noon

					

					
						gb19:16 Other mss add and led Him out

					

					
						gc19:20 Or Aramaic

					

					
						gd19:24 Ps 22:18

					

					
						ge19:29 Or with hyssop

					

					
						gf19:31 Lit great

					

					
						gg19:36 Ex 12:46; Nm 9:12; Ps 34:20

					

					
						gh19:37 Zch 12:10

					

					
						gi19:39 Lit 100 litrai ; a Roman litrai = 12 ounces

					

					
						gj20:1 Lit She saw the stone removed

					

					
						gk20:16 Rabbouni is also used in Mk 10:51

					

					
						gl20:18 Lit these things

					

					
						gm20:22 Lit He breathed and said to them

					

					
						gn20:29 Or have you believed? (as a question)

					

					
						go20:31 Or that the Messiah, the Son of God, is Jesus

					

					
						gp21:1 The Sea of Galilee; Sea of Tiberias is used only in John; Jn 6:1,23

					

					
						gq21:5 Lit Children

					

					
						gr21:6 Lit they cast

					

					
						gs21:7 Lit he girded his garment

					

					
						gt21:8 Lit about 200 cubits

					

					
						gu21:14 Lit was revealed (see v. 1)

					

					
						gv21:15-17 Other mss read Simon, son of Jonah ; Mt 16:17; Jn 1:42

					

					
						gw21:15-17 Two synonyms are translated love in this conversation: agapao, the first 2 times by Jesus (vv. 15-16); and phileo, the last time by Jesus (v. 17) and all 3 times by Peter (vv. 15-17). Peter's threefold confession of love for Jesus corresponds to his earlier threefold denial of Jesus; Jn 18:15-18,25-27.

					

					
						gx21:23 Lit this word

					

					
						gy21:25 Lit scroll

					

				

			

	

				Acts

				Author: Luke

				Date of writing: a.d. 60–63

				

			

Introduction

				Acts was written by Luke the physician, Paul's traveling companion. It is a continuation of the historical record he began in his Gospel. Luke's purpose was to write an orderly narrative so that his friend Theophilus could know the facts about Jesus Christ and His church. This account covers the first thirty years of the church, from the ascension of Jesus shortly after His resurrection to Paul's imprisonment in Rome; from the church's birth on the day of Pentecost to its infancy in Africa, Asia, and Europe.

				Acts teaches us principles of the inception of God's kingdom

				

				

				Some of the conversion accounts in the book of Acts were dramatic. For example, pilgrims in Jerusalem from all over the world heard the apostles miraculously speak their languages, and thousands responded by believing. Paul encountered a bright light and a voice from heaven, and he submitted to his magnificent Lord. On the other hand, some conversions were quite ordinary. People heard Paul give well-reasoned speeches supported by Scripture, and some were persuaded. But these conversions that appear mundane are no less miraculous, since souls were transferred from the power of Satan to the kingdom of God! Every person who escapes death ought to praise God who gave us life in Christ.

				Acts teaches us principles of victory over sin and death

				

				

				When the church began, Jesus commanded His followers to witness to the world, but they huddled in Jerusalem among their Jewish countrymen. So the sovereign God allowed persecution that forced them to scatter. He also spoke in a dream to Peter and convinced him that Gentiles were included in the kingdom. And He recruited Paul to be His apostle to the Gentiles in Asia and Europe. Today, Christians who are not Jewish owe our salvation to God's gracious initiative in sending out ambassadors of His kingdom. 

				Acts teaches us principles of cross-cultural evangelism

				

				

				Early in the history of the church, Stephen was stoned by the priests and Sanhedrin, and the apostle James was executed by King Herod. The Christians were terrified and might have wondered whether the church would survive. But when Peter was chained in prison, an angel from God rescued him, and he continued preaching. And when Paul and Silas were in stocks under guard in the inner prison, God sent an earthquake that opened the doors and released the shackles, and a family came to Christ. In the midst of all this, the church was growing exponentially. Today, when we're tempted to think that the church cannot withstand the attacks leveled against her, we need to remember that God can turn apparent defeat to glorious victory.

				Acts teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			

			
				list of principles in Acts

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

						
								
								1:1-11

							
								
								#1: Waiting and Working

							
								
								Though we should always be prepared for Christ's return, we are to focus on being His witnesses in this world.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:12-26

							
								
								#2: Selecting Spiritual Leaders

							
								
								Spiritual qualifications that reflect godly character are to be used when appointing spiritual leaders.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								2:1-13

							
								
								#3: Miraculous Events

							
								
								To accurately understand God's unfolding revelation throughout biblical history, we are to consider carefully God's miraculous plan for verifying His message.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:14-40

							
								
								#4: Normative versus Unique Experiences

							
								
								When interpreting Scripture, we should distinguish between normative experiences for all Christians and unique experiences for believers in the early church.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								2:41-47

							
								
								#5: Three Vital 
Experiences

							
								
								To become mature in Jesus Christ, as a local church we are to engage in three normative functions.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								3:1–4:12

							
								
								#6: Honoring God

							
								
								When God uses us to minister to others, we are always to give glory and honor to Jesus Christ.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								4:13-22

							
								
								#7: Openness and Honesty

							
								
								Spiritual leaders must never suppress the truth in order to protect their own religious domain.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								4:32-37

							
								
								#8: Generosity

							
								
								As followers of Jesus Christ, we are to be godly models of generosity.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								5:1-11

							
								
								#9: Honesty and Integrity

							
								
								When we give material possessions to support God's work, we are to do so with pure motives.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								5:12-32

							
								
								#10: Our Dual 
Citizenship

							
								
								As followers of Jesus Christ, we are to be good citizens, but if we are asked to engage in actions that are out of harmony with God's will, we must not violate biblical principles.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								5:33-42

							
								
								#11: Resentment and Persecution

							
								
								Regardless of our efforts to respect government authorities, when we practice Christian values in a hostile environment, we should be prepared for persecution.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								6:1-7

							
								
								#12: Leadership 
Priorities

							
								
								Spiritual shepherds in the church are to maintain biblical priorities.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								6:8–7:60

							
								
								#13: Loving Our Enemies

							
								
								When we are persecuted for our faith, we are to love and pray for our enemies.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								8:1-8

							
								
								#14: Purpose in 
Persecution

							
								
								Though persecution is always painful, we should ask God to use our experiences to bring others to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								8:9-25

							
								
								#15: Authentic 
Conversion

							
								
								Though people can only respond to the gospel with sincerity when the Holy Spirit opens their hearts, we should do all we can to help them respond with pure motives.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								8:26-40

							
								
								#16: Biblical Evidence

							
								
								To help people achieve saving faith in Jesus Christ, we should help them understand from Scripture what God says about this experience.

							
								
								16

							
						

						
								
								9:1-19

							
								
								#17: God's Mercy and Grace

							
								
								Though our conversion experiences vary greatly, all Christians are to praise and thank God continually for His saving grace.

							
								
								17

							
						

						
								
								9:19-31

							
								
								#18: Love and 
Compassion

							
								
								As those who are saved by grace, we should always be ready to demonstrate God's mercy by extending grace to others.

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								9:32–10:48

							
								
								#19: The Sin of Prejudice

							
								
								We should sincerely ask God to help us evaluate our attitudes and actions in order to make sure we are free from any form of prejudice.

							
								
								19

							
						

						
								
								11:1-18

							
								
								#20: Addressing 
Prejudice

							
								
								We should never hesitate to share our concerns regarding prejudice.

							
								
								20

							
						

						
								
								11:19-26

							
								
								#21: Being an 
Encourager

							
								
								When people put their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we should respond enthusiastically with words of encouragement.

							
								
								21

							
						

						
								
								11:27-30

							
								
								#22: Reciprocal 
Generosity

							
								
								We should look for opportunities to minister to those who have ministered to us, both spiritually and materially.

							
								
								22

							
						

						
								
								12:1-25

							
								
								#23: Our Sovereign God

							
								
								When events happen that are difficult to accept and understand, we must remember that God is sovereign and ultimately in control of our lives.

							
								
								23

							
						

						
								
								13:1-3

							
								
								#24: Corporate Wisdom

							
								
								When we want to discover the will of God, we are to be open to receiving wisdom and guidance from other mature believers.

							
								
								24

							
						

						
								
								13:4-12

							
								
								#25: Servant-Leadership

							
								
								No matter what the role is within the body of Jesus Christ, leaders are to allow others who are more qualified than they are to emerge as the prominent leaders.

							
								
								25

							
						

						
								
								14:8-18

							
								
								#26: Glorifying God

							
								
								Spiritual leaders must never allow people to honor them above God.

							
								
								26

							
						

						
								
								14:19-23

							
								
								#27: Qualified Spiritual Leaders

							
								
								To lead people to become mature disciples of Jesus Christ, we must select and appoint qualified spiritual leaders in every local church.

							
								
								27

							
						

						
								
								15:1-35

							
								
								#28: Maintaining Sound Doctrine

							
								
								When any community of faith encounters false teachings, the spiritual leaders should make every effort to clarify biblical truth.

							
								
								28

							
						

						
								
								15:36-41

							
								
								#29: Balanced 
Convictions

							
								
								Though we are to have strong biblical convictions, we should attempt to keep these values in proper balance.

							
								
								29

							
						

						
								
								16:1-5

							
								
								#30: A Good Reputation

							
								
								When we are selecting spiritual leaders, we should look for individuals whom people trust.

							
								
								30

							
						

						
								
								16:6-34

							
								
								#31: Unity with Diversity

							
								
								Regardless of our diverse backgrounds, we are to become a unified family of believers.

							
								
								31

							
						

						
								
								17:1-12

							
								
								#32: Cultural Adaptation

							
								
								To present the gospel adequately, we must use the Scriptures as our final authority while adapting our methodology to various cultural situations.

							
								
								32

							
						

						
								
								17:16-34

							
								
								#33: Concern and 
Compassion

							
								
								As Christ-followers who are living in a world contaminated by idolatrous activities, we must never lose our sense of grief and compassion.

							
								
								33

							
						

						
								
								18:1-28

							
								
								#34: Serving Together

							
								
								Spiritual leaders should encourage husband and wife teams to look for unique ministry opportunities.

							
								
								34

							
						

						
								
								19:8-10

							
								
								#35: In-Depth 
Evangelism

							
								
								In developing a church-planting strategy, we should help people understand the redemptive message as it unfolds in the total biblical story.

							
								
								35

							
						

						
								
								19:11-41

							
								
								#36: Pagan Resentment

							
								
								When the gospel of Jesus Christ penetrates a community dominated by evil, Christians should expect persecution.

							
								
								36

							
						

						
								
								20:1-6

							
								
								#37: A Supportive Team

							
								
								To serve God effectively, we should develop a supportive team.

							
								
								37

							
						

						
								
								20:7-12

							
								
								#38: The Communion Experience

							
								
								When we gather together to worship God and to encourage one another, we should plan times to remember Christ's suffering on the cross.

							
								
								38

							
						

						
								
								20:17-38

							
								
								#39: Relationships with One Another

							
								
								Spiritual leaders are to develop deep, lasting, and loyal relationships with one another.

							
								
								39

							
						

						
								
								21:10-14

							
								
								#40: God's Will

							
								
								As Christ-followers, we are to be committed to living in God's will regardless of our circumstances.

							
								
								40

							
						

						
								
								21:26–22:22

							
								
								#41: Potential 
Persecution

							
								
								When ministering in cultural situations where people may be resistant to the gospel, we should be prepared to identify with Christ's sufferings.

							
								
								41

							
						

						
								
								22:23–23:11

							
								
								#42: God's Strength

							
								
								No matter what kind of persecution we encounter, we are to draw on Christ's strength in order to be courageous.

							
								
								42

							
						

						
								
								23:12-22

							
								
								#43: Being Courageous

							
								
								No matter what the circumstances, we are to be available for God to use us to carry out His plans in this world.

							
								
								43

							
						

						
								
								24:1-21

							
								
								#44: Self-Defense

							
								
								When we are falsely accused, there are times we should not hesitate to defend ourselves.

							
								
								44

							
						

						
								
								24:22-27

							
								
								#45: The Spirit's 
Conviction

							
								
								When we hear the truth and experience conviction because of our sins, we should respond in faith and repentance.

							
								
								45

							
						

						
								
								25:1-12

							
								
								#46: Government Authority

							
								
								Since God has established government authorities to be His servants in administering justice, there may be times as believers when we should appeal to a court of law.

							
								
								46

							
						

						
								
								25:13–26:32

							
								
								#47: Distorted 
Perspectives

							
								
								We should not be surprised if some unbelievers accuse us of being foolish and out of touch with reality because of our faith in Jesus Christ.

							
								
								47

							
						

						
								
								27:1-12

							
								
								#48: Security in Christ

							
								
								In our spiritual journey, we are guaranteed by God Himself that we will arrive some day at our eternal destination regardless of the uncertainties of life on this earth.

							
								
								48

							
						

						
								
								27:13–28:31

							
								
								#49: God's Providential Care

							
								
								Though we may face difficult and painful circumstances in our spiritual journey, we are to trust God to accomplish His divine purposes in our lives.

							
								
								49

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Acts

				



	

Prologue

				1 I wrote the first narrative, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach 2 until the day He was taken up, after He had given orders through the Holy Spirit to the apostles He had chosen. 3 After He had suffered, He also presented Himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during 40 days and speaking about the kingdom of God.

				

	

The Holy Spirit Promised

				4 While He was togethera with them, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for the Father's promise."This," He said,"is what you heard from Me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."

				6 So when they had come together, they asked Him,"Lord, are You restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time?"

				7 He said to them,"It is not for you to know times or periods that the Father has set by His own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the endsb of the earth."

				

	

The Ascension

				9 After He had said this, He was taken up as they were watching, and a cloud took Him out of their sight. 10 While He was going, they were gazing into heaven, and suddenly two men in white clothes stood by them.11 They said,"Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up into heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come in the same way that you have seen Him going into heaven."

				A Principle to Live By - Waiting and Working

				[image: Getz1145.png]

				#1 Though we should always be prepared for Christ's return, we are to focus on being His witnesses in this world. 

				Though several Old Testament prophets foresaw a time when Jesus would indeed rule and reign on earth, the apostles were obviously still confused about God's immediate plan for both Jews and Gentiles and their part in implementing this plan. Jesus responded to this question by making it clear they were not to focus on"times or periods" (v. 7) but on all who needed to hear and understand the story of redemption. Luke then continued to unfold historically what happened as the apostles responded to the leadership of the Holy Spirit and launched the church.

				Nearly two thousand years later, many Christians still need to learn the same lesson as the apostles. We are definitely to anticipate Christ's return since He could come at any moment. However, at the same time, we are to be about our Father's business being"salt" and"light" in this world (Mt 5:13-16; cp. Ti 2:11-14). After describing the"mystery" regarding Christ's"blink of an eye" return to remove believers from the world (1Co 15:51-52), Paul exhorted the Corinthians with words that are just as applicable today:

				Therefore, my dear brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the Lord's work, knowing that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. (1Co 15:58) 

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways can we maintain a proper balance between being ready for Christ's return and carrying out His work in the world?

				

				

	

United in Prayer

				12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called the Mount of Olives, which is near Jerusalem — a Sabbath day's journey away. 13 When they arrived, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying:

				

				Peter, John,

				James, Andrew,

				Philip, Thomas,

				Bartholomew, Matthew,

				James the son of Alphaeus,

				Simon the Zealot,

				and Judas the son of James.

				14 All these were continually united in prayer, c along with the women, including Maryd the mother of Jesus, and His brothers.  (See Lk #13:Leadership Appointments.)

				

	

Matthias Chosen

				15 During these days Peter stood up among the •brothers e — the number of people who were together was about 120 — and said: 16 "Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled that the Holy Spirit through the mouth of David spoke in advance about Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17 For he was one of our number and was allotted a share in this ministry." 18 Now this man acquired a field with his unrighteous wages. He fell headfirst and burst open in the middle, and all his insides spilled out. 19 This became known to all the residents of Jerusalem, so that in their own language that field is called Hakeldama (that is, Field of Blood). 20 "For it is written in the Book of Psalms:

				

				Let his dwelling become desolate;

				let no one live in it;f and

				Let someone else take his position.g

				

				21 "Therefore, from among the men who have accompanied us during the whole time the Lord Jesus went in and out among us — 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day He was taken up from us — from among these, it is necessary that one become a witness with us of His resurrection."

				23 So they proposed two: Joseph, called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias.24 Then they prayed,"You, Lord, know the hearts of all; show which of these two You have chosen25 to take the place h in this apostolic service that Judas left to go to his own place." 26 Then they cast lots for them, and the lot fell to Matthias. So he was numbered with the 11 apostles.

				A Principle to Live By - Selecting Spiritual Leaders
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				#2 Spiritual qualifications that reflect godly character are to be used when appointing spiritual leaders.

				While praying and waiting in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit to come, Peter addressed the group that now numbered about 120 disciples (v. 15). The apostles needed to replace Judas so that there would once again be twelve men who would be eyewitnesses regarding Christ's resurrection (v. 22). To be qualified, the one selected would need to have been associated with the other apostles and Jesus from the time He was introduced by John the Baptist until He ascended back to heaven. It appears that the apostles themselves—who would have had this firsthand knowledge—proposed two candidates, Joseph and Matthias. We can assume they were both men of character.

				At this point, the apostles prayed for guidance and used an Old Testament method to discover God's will. They"cast lots" (v. 26)—possibly by writing the names of the two men on stones and drawing them from some kind of receptacle (Lv 16:8-9; Nm 26:55; Pr 16:33; Lk 1:8-9). 

				There is no evidence the apostles violated God's will by using this method or in their selection of Matthias. However, this method was never mentioned again in the book of Acts or in the rest of the New Testament as a means of selecting spiritual leaders. Rather, the criteria that eventually emerged involved spiritual qualifications that reflect a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and godly character (Ac 16:1-3; 2Tm 3:14-15). These criteria are definitively spelled out in Paul's first letter to Timothy (1Tm 3:1-13) and in his subsequent letter to Titus (Ti 1:5-9).  (See 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity; 1Tm #7: Qualified Assistants.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is character so important in spiritual leaders?

				

				

	

Pentecost

				2 When the day of Pentecost had arrived, they were all together in one place.2 Suddenly a sound like that of a violent rushing wind came from heaven, and it filled the whole house where they were staying.3 And tongues, like flames of fire that were divided, appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 Then they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different •languages, as the Spirit gave them ability for speech.

				5 There were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6 When this sound occurred, a crowd came together and was confused because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7 And they were astounded and amazed, saying, i"Look, aren't all these who are speaking Galileans?8 How is it that each of us can hear in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites; those who live in Mesopotamia, in Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and •Asia,10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome, both Jews and •proselytes,11 Cretans and Arabs — we hear them speaking the magnificent acts of God in our own languages." 12 They were all astounded and perplexed, saying to one another,"What could this be?" 13 But some sneered and said,"They're full of new wine!"

				A Principle to Live By - Miraculous Events 
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				#3 To accurately understand God's unfolding revelation throughout biblical history, we are to consider carefully God's miraculous plan for verifying His message. 

				There are two pivotal events in biblical history when God revealed Himself and His will in a very dramatic and supernatural way regarding His redemptive plan. The first involved Moses leading the children of Israel to Mount Sinai to receive the Ten Commandments. This formidable demonstration of God's power was preceded by miraculous manifestations: the ten plagues in Egypt, parting the waters of the Red Sea, and supernaturally providing the children of Israel with food and water in the wilderness. Then, in the context of thunder, lightning, and smoke, God spoke and revealed His will (Ex 19:16-19).

				The second major event involved the coming of Jesus Christ, who verified who He is with many miraculous signs, such as healing the sick, walking on water, stilling the storms, and raising the dead. He was then resurrected and taken up into heaven.  (See Heb #1:The Person of Christ.)

				Against this backdrop, God the Father sent the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost and verified the Spirit's presence with a"violent rushing wind" and"tongues, like flames of fire" that"rested on each" of those gathered in the upper room. Those who rushed to observe this unusual phenomenon heard these people"speak in different languages," languages they could understand (Ac 2:2-4).

				The Sinai and the Pentecost events both happened because God was reaching out to mankind, not because people were reaching out to Him. In so doing, God wanted all people—both those who experienced these events and those like us who read about them in Scripture—to be assured that He was speaking, first through Moses and the prophets that succeeded him and then through Jesus Christ and the apostles and prophets who carried on His ministry. In both cases, God reached out to the human race because of His sovereign grace and verified this message with miraculous events. 

				Furthermore, to enable all of us to understand and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, God inspired the authors of Scripture to give us a trustworthy written account. John recorded a series of miraculous events and concluded his Gospel with these words: 

				But these are written so that you may believe Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and by believing you may have life in His name. (Jn 20:31)  (See Jn #39:The Power of Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				What sometimes happens when we, as Christians, do not understand these unique periods in history when God verified His message with miraculous manifestations?

				

				

	

Peter's Sermon

				14 But Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and proclaimed to them:"Men of Judah and all you residents of Jerusalem, let me explain thisj to you and pay attention to my words. 15 For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it's only nine in the morning.k 16 On the contrary, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

				

				

				17 And it will be in the last days, says God,

				that I will pour out My Spirit on all humanity;

				then your sons and your daughters will prophesy,

				your young men will see visions,

				and your old men will dream dreams.

				18 I will even pour out My Spirit

				on My male and female •slaves in those days,

				and they will prophesy.

				19 I will display wonders in the heaven above

				and signs on the earth below:

				blood and fire and a cloud of smoke.

				20 The sun will be turned to darkness

				and the moon to blood

				before the great and remarkable Day of the Lord comes.

				21 Then everyone who calls

				on the name of the Lord will be saved.l 
(See Jl #4:The Holy Spirit.)

				

				22 "Men of Israel, listen to these words: This Jesus the •Nazarene was a man pointed out to you by God with miracles, wonders, and signs that God did among you through Him, just as you yourselves know. 23 Though He was delivered up according to God's determined plan and foreknowledge, you used m lawless peoplen to nail Him to a cross and kill Him. 24 God raised Him up, ending the pains of death, because it was not possible for Him to be held by it.  (See 1Kg #17:God's Sovereignty and Human Responsibility.)  25 For David says of Him:

				

				I saw the Lord ever before me;

				because He is at my right hand,

				I will not be shaken.

				26 Therefore my heart was glad,

				and my tongue rejoiced.

				Moreover, my flesh will rest in hope,

				27 because You will not leave me in •Hades

				or allow Your Holy One to see decay.

				28 You have revealed the paths of life to me;

				You will fill me with gladness

				in Your presence.o

				

				29 "•Brothers, I can confidently speak to you about the patriarch David: He is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn an oath to him to seat one of his descendants p, q on his throne. 31 Seeing this in advance, he spoke concerning the resurrection of the •Messiah:

				

				He r was not left in Hades,

				and His flesh did not experience decay.s 
(See Ps #16:Eternal Hope.)

				

				32 "God has resurrected this Jesus. We are all witnesses of this. 33 Therefore, since He has been exalted to the right hand of God and has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit, He has poured out what you both see and hear. 34 For it was not David who ascended into the heavens, but he himself says:

				

				The Lord declared to my Lord,

				'Sit at My right hand

				35 until I make Your enemies Your footstool.'t

				

				36 "Therefore let all the house of Israel know with certainty that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah!"  (See Ps #104:Our Messianic King.)

				

	

Forgiveness through the Messiah

				37 When they heard this, they came under deep convictionu and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles:"Brothers, what must we do?"

				38 "Repent," Peter said to them,"and be baptized, each of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children, and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call." 40 And with many other words he testified and strongly urged them, saying,"Be saved from this corruptv generation!"

				A Principle to Live By - Normative versus Unique Experiences
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				#4 When interpreting Scripture, we should distinguish between normative experiences for all Christians and unique experiences for believers in the early church. 

				God is God and He can duplicate any spiritual experience whenever He chooses. However, most of us will agree that the ability to speak a foreign language without learning that language is a rare phenomenon (vv. 5-7). Second, following these events, a"violent rushing wind" and the visual appearance of"tongues, like flames of fire" (vv. 2-3) are rarely, if ever, mentioned in a reliable and verifiable account in the two-thousand-year history of the church. 

				In addition, we see other unique experiences in the book of Acts that most Bible interpreters do not call normative:

				
						Christians dropping dead because they lied to the Holy Spirit (5:1-11);

						angels opening prison doors so Christians can escape (5:19-20);

						the"Spirit of the Lord" transporting Philip bodily from one place to another (8:39-40).

				

				As already stated, God is omnipotent and He can duplicate miracles like this anytime He wishes. In fact, there are accounts today regarding unusual events among certain people groups that seem authentic. However, for the most part, it appears that these are unique events that happened in the early days of the church—prior to the written revelation we now have in the Scriptures—to verify the message of the gospel.  (See Heb #3:A Great Salvation.)

				Reflection and Response

				What sometimes happens when Christians fail to distinguish between normative Christian experiences and unique experiences that God designed for specific situations in biblical history? Conversely, what can happen when we limit God's power?

				

				

	

A Generous and Growing Church

				41 So those who accepted his message were baptized, and that day about 3,000 people were added to them. 42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to the prayers.

				43 Then fear came over everyone, and many wonders and signs were being performed through the apostles.44 Now all the believers were together and held all things in common.45 They sold their possessions and property and distributed the proceeds to all, as anyone had a need.w46 Every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the •temple complex, and broke bread from house to house. They ate their food with a joyful and humble attitude,47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And every day the Lord added to them x those who were being saved.

				A Principle to Live By - Three Vital Experiences
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				#5 To become mature in Jesus Christ, as a local church we are to engage in three normative functions.

				The 3,000 people who accepted Peter's exhortation to repent and be baptized began to participate in three functions:

				First, vital learning experiences with the Word of God. These new believers"devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching" (v. 42a). What Jesus promised regarding the ministry of the"Spirit of truth" was unfolding before their very eyes (Jn 14:16-18).  (See Jn #29:The Spirit of Truth.)

				Second, vital relational experiences with God and one another. These new believers also"devoted themselves . . . to the fellowship" (Ac 2:42b). This human and divine experience involved partaking in a communal meal, praying for one another, meeting each other's physical needs, and praising God (vv. 42-47a). They were not only loving God but loving one another, a true reflection to the world that they were dedicated disciples of Jesus Christ.  (See Jn #28:Modeling Love.)

				Third, vital witnessing experiences with the unsaved world. These new believers were impacting those who had not yet responded to Peter's message. They had"favor with all the people" (Ac 2:47a). What Jesus prayed for in John chapter 17 was actually happening. They were demonstrating love and unity among themselves, which in turn opened the hearts of people as"the Lord added to them those who were being saved" (v. 47b).  (See Jn #33:The Results of Love.)

				These three vital functions are frequently mentioned throughout the rest of the New Testament. They are to be normative experiences for every local church at any moment in history and in any culture of the world. 

				Reflection and Response

				Why are functions mentioned frequently in the New Testament and very few forms are described for engaging in these functions?  (See 1Co #21:Freedom in Form.)

				

				

	

Healing of a Lame Man

				3 Now Peter and John were going up together to the •temple complex at the hour of prayer at three in the afternoon.y2 And a man who was lame from birth was carried there and placed every day at the temple gate called Beautiful, so he could beg from those entering the temple complex.3 When he saw Peter and John about to enter the temple complex, he asked for help. 4 Peter, along with John, looked at him intently and said,"Look at us." 5 So he turned to them,z expecting to get something from them. 6 But Peter said,"I don't have silver or gold, but what I have, I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ the •Nazarene, get up and walk!"7 Then, taking him by the right hand he raised him up, and at once his feet and ankles became strong. 8 So he jumped up, stood, and started to walk, and he entered the temple complex with them — walking, leaping, and praising God.9 All the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 and they recognized that he was the one who used to sit and beg at the Beautiful Gate of the temple complex. So they were filled with awe and astonishment at what had happened to him.

				

	

Preaching in Solomon's Colonnade

				11 While he aa was holding on to Peter and John, all the people, greatly amazed, ran toward them in what is called Solomon's Colonnade. 12 When Peter saw this, he addressed the people:"Men of Israel, why are you amazed at this? Or why do you stare at us, as though we had made him walk by our own power or godliness? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you handed over and denied in the presence of •Pilate, when he had decided to release Him. 14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you. 15 You killed the sourceab of life, whom God raised from the dead; we are witnesses of this. 16 By faith in His name, His name has made this man strong, whom you see and know. So the faith that comes through Him has given him this perfect health in front of all of you.

				17 "And now, •brothers, I know that you did it in ignorance, just as your leaders also did. 18 But what God predicted through the mouth of all the prophets — that His •Messiah would suffer — He has fulfilled in this way. 19 Therefore repent and turn back, so that your sins may be wiped out, that seasons of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, ac 20 and that He may send Jesus, who has been appointed for you as the Messiah. 21 Heaven must welcomead Him until the times of the restoration of all things, which God spoke about by the mouth of His holy prophets from the beginning. 22 Moses said: ae

				

				The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from among your brothers. You must listen to Him in everything He will say to you. 23 And everyone who will not listen to that Prophet will be completely cut off from the people.af

				

				24 "In addition, all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and those after him, have also announced these days. 25 You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your ancestors, saying to Abraham, And all the families of the earth will be blessed through your offspring.ag 26 God raised up His Servant ah and sent Him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your evil ways."  (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				

	

Peter and John Arrested

				4 Now as they were speaking to the people, the priests, the commander of the temple police, and the •Sadducees confronted them, 2 because they were provoked that they were teaching the people and proclaiming the resurrection from the dead, using Jesus as the example.ai 3 So they seized them and put them in custody until the next day, since it was already evening. 4 But many of those who heard the message believed, and the number of the men came to about 5,000.

				

	

Peter and John Face the Jewish Leadership

				5 The next day, their rulers, elders, and •scribes assembled in Jerusalem 6 with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John and Alexander, and all the members of the high-priestly family.aj7 After they had Peter and John stand before them, they asked the question:"By what power or in what name have you done this?"

				8 Then Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit and said to them,"Rulers of the people and elders: ak9 If we are being examined today about a good deed done to a disabled man — by what means he was healed — 10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ the •Nazarene — whom you crucified and whom God raised from the dead — by Him this man is standing here before you healthy.11 This Jesus is

				

				the stone rejected by you builders,

				which has become the cornerstone.al, am

				

				12 There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to people, and we must be saved by it."

				A Principle to Live By - Honoring God
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				#6 When God uses us to minister to others, we are always to give glory and honor to Jesus Christ.

				The apostles had exceptional and supernatural gifts and abilities. When describing the three vital experiences of a growing church, Luke also recorded that"many wonders and signs were being performed through the apostles" (2:43). Paul later defended his own apostleship when he wrote,"The signs of an apostle were performed with great endurance among you—not only signs but also wonders and 
miracles" (2Co 12:12). 

				This unusual giftedness is also a specific fulfillment of what Jesus said would happen to these men after they returned to Jerusalem. They would"receive power when the Holy Spirit" came upon them, enabling them to be His witnesses (Ac 1:8). Throughout the book of Acts, this power Jesus spoke of is frequently associated with supernatural abilities and, most often though not always, is related to the specific ministry of the apostles who are identified as the"men of Galilee" (1:11). 

				In the opening chapters of the book of Acts, Peter and John emerged as the most prominent apostles who used this supernatural power. After they healed the lame beggar, the religious leaders asked them"by what power or in what name" they had performed this miracle. As spokesman, Peter responded by giving all glory and honor to Jesus Christ (4:7-12). 

				Reflection and Response

				Even though we may not have the same miraculous gifts as these men, why must we still be on guard against the temptation to honor ourselves rather than Jesus Christ?  (See Rm #22:A Servant's Heart.)

				

				

	

The Name Forbidden

				13 When they observed the boldness of Peter and John and realized that they were uneducated and untrained men, they were amazed and recognized that they had been with Jesus.14 And since they saw the man who had been healed standing with them, they had nothing to say in response. 15 After they had ordered them to leave the •Sanhedrin, they conferred among themselves, 16 saying,"What should we do with these men? For an obvious sign, evident to all who live in Jerusalem, has been done through them, and we cannot deny it!17 However, so this does not spread any further among the people, let's threaten them against speaking to anyone in this name again." 18 So they called for them and ordered them not to preach or teach at all in the name of Jesus.

				19 But Peter and John answered them,"Whether it's right in the sight of God for us to listen to you rather than to God, you decide; 20 for we are unable to stop speaking about what we have seen and heard."

				21 After threatening them further, they released them. They found no way to punish them, because the people were all giving glory to God over what had been done; 22 for this sign of healing had been performed on a man over 40 years old.

				A Principle to Live By - Openness and Honesty
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				#7 Spiritual leaders must never suppress the truth in order to protect their own religious domain.

				The religious leaders in Jerusalem could not deny that Peter and John were representatives of Jesus Christ and that they had healed the lame beggar. Fearful that they would lose their own followers, they tried to force the apostles to stop teaching and preaching (v. 18). In essence, they tried to suppress the truth. They used the same tactics against the apostles as they used against Jesus (Mt 28:11-15; Mk 11:18; Jn 11:45-50). 

				The religious leaders continued trying to suppress the truth as the gospel spread into Asia and Europe. It was Paul's practice to begin his ministry in every town by preaching in the synagogue (Ac 17:2). However, when the crowds began to respond to the truth of the gospel, the local leaders felt threatened. They could not deny that what Paul said was good and true, so they attacked Paul himself. In Antioch,"they were filled with jealousy and began to oppose what Paul was saying by insulting him" (13:45; cp. 9:22-23; 14:1-2; 17:5-8). 

				In our own cultures today, those who claim to be the most educated often resist the truth of the gospel of Christ in order to protect their own personal, religious, or political agendas. Sadly, this has happened throughout church history. 

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways have you personally witnessed the suppression of truth among so-called Christian leaders today?

				

				

	

Prayer for Boldness

				23 After they were released, they went to their own people and reported everything the •chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, they all raised their voices to God and said,"Master, You are the One who made the heaven, the earth, and the sea, and everything in them. 25 You said through the Holy Spirit, by the mouth of our father David Your servant: an

				Why did the Gentiles rage

				and the peoples plot futile things?

				26 The kings of the earth took their stand

				and the rulers assembled together

				against the Lord and against His •Messiah.ao  (See Ps #2:A Message of Warning.)

				

				27 "For, in fact, in this city both •Herod and Pontius •Pilate, with the Gentiles and the peopleap of Israel, assembled together against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your plan had predestined to take place. 29 And now, Lord, consider their threats, and grant that Your •slaves may speak Your message with complete boldness, 30 while You stretch out Your hand for healing, signs, and wonders to be performed through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus." 31 When they had prayed, the place where they were assembled was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak God's message with boldness.  (See Ezr #1:Our Sovereign God.)

				

	

Believers Sharing

				32 Now the large group of those who believed were of one heart and mind, and no one said that any of his possessions was his own, but instead they held everything in common.33 And the apostles were giving testimony with great power to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was on all of them.34 For there was not a needy person among them, because all those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the proceeds of the things that were sold,35 and laid them at the apostles' feet. This was then distributed for each person's basic needs.aq

				36 Joseph, a Levite and a Cypriot by birth, the one the apostles called Barnabas, which is translated Son of Encouragement,37 sold a field he owned, brought the money, and laid it at the apostles' feet.

				A Principle to Live By - Generosity
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				#8 As followers of Jesus Christ, we are to be godly models of generosity.

				In the early days of the church in Jerusalem, Christians exemplified generosity as perhaps at no other time in church history. To understand this dynamic, however, it's important to understand the larger social context. God-fearing Grecian Jews had come from all over the Roman world to celebrate the Passover and the 50-day Festival of Weeks (Ex 34:22-23). It was on the fiftieth day, Pentecost, that the Holy Spirit came and the church was born. 

				As travelers to Jerusalem, what would any of us have done, especially in view of the last words from the two angels following Jesus' ascension? They had addressed the apostles with these words:

				They said,"Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up into heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come in the same way that you have seen Him going into heaven." (Ac 1:11) 

				Though Jesus had clearly stated that the apostles and all believers were to bring the good news to the ends of the earth, many decided to stay in the Jerusalem area, probably expecting Christ to return any day. This noncompliance and eschatological confusion in no way detracts from their unselfish example. These new believers became a generous and caring church. In fact, the Holy Spirit wanted us to know specifically that one of these Christians"sold a field he owned, brought the money, and laid it at the apostles' feet" (4:37). The apostles, who were carrying the burden of meeting the physical needs of all of these believers, were so encouraged by this man's act of generosity that they changed his name from Joseph to Barnabas, meaning"Son of Encouragement" (v. 36). This man stands out boldly as a model to all of us.  (See Nm #9:Modeling Generosity.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Barnabas' public act of generosity correlate with Jesus' instructions regarding private giving? 
(See Mt #14:Honoring God.)

				

				

	

Lying to the Holy Spirit

				5 But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property. 2 However, he kept back part of the proceeds with his wife's knowledge, and brought a portion of it and laid it at the apostles' feet.

				3 Then Peter said,"Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the proceeds from the field? 4 Wasn't it yours while you possessed it? And after it was sold, wasn't it at your disposal? Why is it that you planned this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God!" 5 When he heard these words, Ananias dropped dead, and a great fear came on all who heard.6 The young men got up, wrapped his body, carried him out, and buried him.

				7 There was an interval of about three hours; then his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 "Tell me," Peter asked her,"did you sell the field for this price?"

				"Yes," she said,"for that price."

				9 Then Peter said to her,"Why did you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out!"

				10 Instantly she dropped dead at his feet. When the young men came in, they found her dead, carried her out, and buried her beside her husband. 11 Then great fear came on the whole church and on all who heard these things.

				A Principle to Live By - Honesty and Integrity

				[image: Getz1153.png]

				#9 When we give material possessions to support God's work, we are to do so with pure 
motives.

				It is not accidental that Luke recorded the story of Ananias and Sapphira immediately following Barnabas's public act of generosity. This couple attempted to do the same but in a deceptive way, trying to appear more generous than they actually were. With divine perception, the apostle Peter exposed their impure motives as an act prompted by Satan and as a lie to the Holy Spirit (v. 3). The results were devastating.

				One explanation for the severe discipline in this instance is that Ananias and Sapphira acted deceitfully in the full light of God's powerful revelation, during the time that the apostles were performing"many signs and wonders . . . among the people" (v. 12). Thankfully, God is very patient with all of us when we fail to practice this principle as we should.  (See Lv #9:Judgment for Sin.)

				This unfortunate behavior in no way invalidates the previous principle—that we all need to model generosity to one another. However, we are to do so with pure motives and unwavering integrity. 

				Reflection and Response

				What spiritual guidelines do we all need in order to be models of generosity with pure motives?  (See 2Co #16:Guidelines for Generosity.)

				

				

	

Apostolic Signs and Wonders

				12 Many signs and wonders were being done among the people through the hands of the apostles. By common consent they would all meet in Solomon's Colonnade.13 None of the rest dared to join them, but the people praised them highly.14 Believers were added to the Lord in increasing numbers — crowds of both men and women. 15 As a result, they would carry the sick out into the streets and lay them on cots and mats so that when Peter came by, at least his shadow might fall on some of them. 16 In addition, a large group came together from the towns surrounding Jerusalem, bringing sick people and those who were tormented by •unclean spirits, and they were all healed.

				

	

In and Out of Prison

				17 Then the high priest took action. He and all his colleagues, those who belonged to the party of the •Sadducees, were filled with jealousy.18 So they arrestedar the apostles and put them in the city jail.19 But an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail during the night, brought them out, and said,20 "Go and stand in the •temple complex, and tell the people all about this life."21 In obedience to this, they entered the temple complex at daybreak and began to teach.

				

	

The Apostles on Trial Again

				When the high priest and those who were with him arrived, they convened the •Sanhedrin — the full Senate of the sons of Israel — and sent orders to the jail to have them brought. 22 But when the temple police got there, they did not find them in the jail, so they returned and reported, 23 "We found the jail securely locked, with the guards standing in front of the doors, but when we opened them, we found no one inside!" 24 As as the commander of the temple police and the •chief priests heard these things, they were baffled about them, as to what could come of this.

				25 Someone came and reported to them,"Look! The men you put in jail are standing in the temple complex and teaching the people." 26 Then the commander went with the temple police and brought them in without force, because they were afraid the people might stone them. 27 After they brought them in, they had them stand before the Sanhedrin, and the high priest asked, 28 "Didn't we strictly order you not to teach in this name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to bring this man's blood on us!"

				29 But Peter and the apostles replied,"We must obey God rather than men. 30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had murdered by hanging Him on a tree.31 God exalted this man to His right hand as ruler and Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey Him."

				A Principle to Live By - Our Dual Citizenship
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				#10 As followers of Jesus Christ, we are to be good citizens, but if we are asked to engage in actions that are out of harmony with God's will, we must not violate biblical principles.

				When the apostles were imprisoned for"proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah" (v. 42), the charges were brought by a religious body called the Sanhedrin. So the apostles were not rebelling against the Roman government, but they were refusing to obey Jewish law. More importantly, they were obeying Jesus Christ. 

				As spokesman for the apostles, Peter made this very clear when he said,"We must obey God rather than men" (v. 29). Elaborating, he explained his divine commission (vv. 30-32): After the Jews had orchestrated Jesus' death, God raised Him up again. Jesus therefore proved to be the Messiah, providing salvation for Israel. The risen Christ commanded the apostles to share this good news, starting in Jerusalem (1:8). 

				As Christianity spread beyond Jerusalem and Judea, the Roman government served as the primary authority. Paul addressed this issue when he wrote to the Romans, instructing believers how to relate to this pagan political structure. They were to"submit to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except from God, and those that exist are instituted by God" (Rm 13:1). When Paul wrote to these believers in the Imperial City, he twice mentioned that"government is God's servant" (Rm 13:4).  (Review Ac #46: Government Authority)

				As Christians, our primary citizenship is in heaven (Php 3:20). However, until we are with Christ, we have earthly responsibilities. The challenge we face is to function within our government structures with respect but, at the same time, not violate our commitment to obey God in all that we do.

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the challenges various Christians face today where they must make choices to"obey God rather than men" and, at the same time, respect the government as a servant of God?  (See Rm #25:Civic Responsibilities.)

				

				

	

Gamaliel's Advice

				33 When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34 A •Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law who was respected by all the people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered the men at to be taken outside for a little while. 35 He said to them,"Men of Israel, be careful about what you're going to do to these men. 36 Not long ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a group of about 400 men rallied to him. He was killed, and all his partisans were dispersed and came to nothing. 37 After this man, Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and attracted a following.au That man also perished, and all his partisans were scattered. 38 And now, I tell you, stay away from these men and leave them alone. For if this plan or this work is of men, it will be overthrown; 39 but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You may even be found fighting against God." So they were persuaded by him. 40 After they called in the apostles and had them flogged, they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus and released them. 41 Then they went out from the presence of the Sanhedrin, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to be dishonored on behalf of the Name. av 42 Every day in the temple complex, and in various homes, they continued teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the •Messiah.

				A Principle to Live By - Resentment and Persecution
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				#11 Regardless of our efforts to respect government authorities, when we practice Christian values in a hostile environment, we should be prepared for persecution.

				Though Roman law did not permit the Sanhedrin to implement the death penalty, these men ignored this prohibition and were ready to take the lives of the apostles. However, a wise scholar named Gamaliel cautioned them against such actions (v. 35). Out of respect, his fellow Jews relented but decided to flog these men of God, which probably means they received 39 lashes. Bruised and bleeding, the apostles considered it a privilege to have suffered on behalf of the Messiah—an incredible witness in itself. Furthermore, they were not deterred from carrying out Christ's commission. Luke recorded that"they continued teaching and 
proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah" (v. 42).

				Fortunately for many of us, we have freedom to worship God and to share the message of Christ freely. However, it has not always been that way. Even though there were great periods of peace in the New Testament era, there were also periods of severe persecution. This has also been true throughout church history. Let us never forget that Tyndale was charged with heresy and burned at the stake. A primary reason leading to these charges was that he translated the Bible into English.  (Review Ac #41: Potential Persecution)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways and for what reasons might we see persecution intensify in our own culture? (See 2Tm #8:Standing Firm on Scripture.)

				

				

	

Seven Chosen to Serve

				6 In those days, as the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint by the Hellenistic Jews against the Hebraic Jews that their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution. 2 Then the Twelve summoned the whole company of the disciples and said,"It would not be right for us to give up preaching about God to handle financial matters.aw3 Therefore, •brothers, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and wisdom, whom we can appoint to this duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the preaching ministry." 5 The proposal pleased the whole company. So they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a •proselyte from Antioch. 6 They had them stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.

				7 So the preaching about God flourished, the number of the disciples in Jerusalem multiplied greatly, and a large group of priests became obedient to the faith.

				A Principle to Live By - Leadership Priorities
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				#12 Spiritual shepherds in the church are to maintain biblical priorities. 

				In spite of persecution, the church in Jerusalem continued to grow. However, the apostles faced another challenge. Since so many believers initially stayed on in Jerusalem rather than returning to their homes in various parts of the Roman Empire, their resources were stretched to the limit, and the Grecian widows were neglected in the daily distribution of food. 

				To understand this special need, we must remember that when Jews put their faith in Christ as the Messiah, they were cut off from the welfare system in Israel. In Jerusalem, there was money in the temple coffers to care for the needy, but believing widows no longer had access to this benevolence fund. Furthermore, it was the Grecian widows—who had come from other parts of the Roman Empire—who were neglected. They were probably the first to deplete their financial resources, whereas the believing Hebrew widows who lived in Jerusalem and Judea were cared for by their families. 

				The apostles made it clear that they could not allow this problem to deter them from carrying out their God-given priorities: prayer and preaching (v. 4). Consequently, they wisely delegated the responsibility to care for these widows to a group of spiritually mature men. Since they were Grecian Jews, as we can infer from their names, they would certainly be motivated to care for these needy women who were also Grecian. 

				The apostles followed the same basic approach that was outlined for Moses in caring for the various needs of the people when they were camped at Mount Sinai.  (See Ex #22:Establishing Priorities.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways can spiritual leaders apply this principle in the church today?  (See 1Tm #7:Qualified Assistants.)

				

				

	

Stephen Accused of Blasphemy

				8 Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great wonders and signs among the people. 9 Then some from what is called the Freedmen's •Synagogue, composed of both Cyrenians and Alexandrians, and some from Cilicia and •Asia, came forward and disputed with Stephen. 10 But they were unable to stand up against his wisdom and the Spirit by whom he was speaking.

				11 Then they persuaded some men to say,"We heard him speaking blasphemous words against Moses and God!"12 They stirred up the people, the elders, and the •scribes; so they came, dragged him off, and took him to the •Sanhedrin. 13 They also presented false witnesses who said,"This man does not stop speaking blasphemous words against this holy place and the law.14 For we heard him say that Jesus, this •Nazarene, will destroy this place and change the customs that Moses handed down to us."15 And all who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked intently at him and saw that his face was like the face of an angel.

				

	

Stephen's Sermon

				7 "Is this true?"ax the high priest asked.

				2 "Brothers and fathers," he said,"listen: The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he settled in Haran, 3 and said to him:

				

				Get out of your country

				and away from your relatives,

				and come to the land 

				that I will show you.ay  (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				

				4 "Then he came out of the land of the Chaldeans and settled in Haran. From there, after his father died, God had him move to this land you now live in. 5 He didn't give him an inheritance in it, not even a foot of ground, but He promised to give it to him as a possession, and to his descendants after him, even though he was childless. 6 God spoke in this way:

				

				His descendants would be strangers

				in a foreign country,

				and they would enslave

				and oppress them 400 years.

				7 I will judge the nation

				that they will serve as •slaves, God said.

				After this, they will come out

				and worship Me in this place.az

				

				8 Then He gave him the covenant of circumcision. After this, he fathered Isaac and circumcised him on the eighth day; Isaac did the same with Jacob, and Jacob with the 12 patriarchs.  (See Gn #22:Justified by Faith.)

				

	

The Patriarchs in Egypt

				9 "The patriarchs became jealous of Joseph and sold him into Egypt, but God was with him 10 and rescued him out of all his troubles. He gave him favor and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who appointed him ruler over Egypt and over his whole household. 11 Then a famine and great suffering came over all of Egypt and Canaan, and our ancestors could find no food. 12 When Jacob heard there was grain in Egypt, he sent our ancestors the first time. 13 The second time, Joseph was revealed to his brothers, and Joseph's family became known to Pharaoh. 14 Joseph then invited his father Jacob and all his relatives, 75 people in all, 15 and Jacob went down to Egypt. He and our ancestors died there, 16 were carried back to Shechem, and were placed in the tomb that Abraham had bought for a sum of silver from the sons of Hamor in Shechem.  (See Ex #1:God's Unconditional Promises.)

				

	

Moses, a Rejected Savior

				17 "As the time was drawing near to fulfill the promise that God had made to Abraham, the people flourished and multiplied in Egypt 18 until a different king who did not know Joseph ruled over Egypt. ba 19 He dealt deceitfully with our race and oppressed our ancestors by making them leave their infants outside, so they wouldn't survive. 20 At this time Moses was born, and he was beautiful in God's sight. He was cared for in his father's home three months, 21 and when he was left outside, Pharaoh's daughter adopted and raised him as her own son. 22 So Moses was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was powerful in his speech and actions.  (See Ex #5:A Family Affair.)

				23 "As he was approaching the age of 40, he decidedbb to visit his brothers, the Israelites. 24 When he saw one of them being mistreated, he came to his rescue and avenged the oppressed man by striking down the Egyptian. 25 He assumed his brothers would understand that God would give them deliverance through him, but they did not understand. 26 The next day he showed up while they were fighting and tried to reconcile them peacefully, saying, 'Men, you are brothers. Why are you mistreating each other? '

				27 "But the one who was mistreating his neighbor pushed him away, saying:

				

				Who appointed you a ruler and a judge over us? 28 Do you want to kill me, the same way you killed the Egyptian yesterday?bc  (See Ex #6:Putting Others First.)

				

				29 "At this disclosure, Moses fled and became an exile in the land of Midian, where he fathered two sons. 30 After 40 years had passed, an angel bd appeared to him in the wilderness of Mount Sinai, in the flame of a burning bush. 31 When Moses saw it, he was amazed at the sight. As he was approaching to look at it, the voice of the Lord came: 32 I am the God of your fathers — the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob.be So Moses began to tremble and did not dare to look.

				33 "Then the Lord said to him:

				

				Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground. 34 I have observed the oppression of My people in Egypt; I have heard their groaning and have come down to rescue them. And now, come, I will send you to Egypt.bf  (See Ex #7:Serving in God's Strength.)

				

				35 "This Moses, whom they rejected when they said, Who appointed you a ruler and a judge?bg — this one God sent as a ruler and a redeemer by means of the angel who appeared to him in the bush. 36 This man led them out and performed wonders and signs in the land of Egypt, at the Red Sea, and in the wilderness 40 years.  (See Ex #14:Putting God First.)

				

	

Israel's Rebellion against God

				37 "This is the Moses who said to the Israelites, God bh will raise up for you a Prophet like me from among your brothers.bi 38 He is the one who was in the congregation in the wilderness together with the angel who spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with our ancestors. He received living oracles to give to us. 39 Our ancestors were unwilling to obey him, but pushed him away, and in their hearts turned back to Egypt. 40 They told Aaron:

				

				Make us gods who will go before us. As for this Moses who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we don't know what's happened to him.bj

				

				41 They even made a calf in those days, offered sacrifice to the idol, and were celebrating what their hands had made. 42 Then God turned away and gave them up to worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the prophets:

				

				House of Israel, did you bring Me offerings and sacrifices

				40 years in the wilderness?

				43 No, you took up the tent of Moloch

				and the star of your god Rephan,

				the images that you made to worship.

				So I will deport you beyond Babylon!bk 
(See Am #8:Religious Hypocrisy.)

				

	

God's Real Tabernacle

				44 "Our ancestors had the tabernacle of the testimony in the wilderness, just as He who spoke to Moses commanded him to make it according to the pattern he had seen. 45 Our ancestors in turn received it and with Joshua brought it in when they dispossessed the nations that God drove out before our fathers, until the days of David. 46 He found favor in God's sight and asked that he might provide a dwelling place for the God bl of Jacob. 47 But it was Solomon who built Him a house. 48 However, the Most High does not dwell in sanctuaries made with hands, as the prophet says:

				

				49 Heaven is My throne,

				and earth My footstool.

				What sort of house will you build for Me?

				says the Lord,

				or what is My resting place?

				50 Did not My hand make all these things?bm  (See Is #48:God's Dwelling Place.)

				

	

Resisting the Holy Spirit

				51 "You stiff-necked people with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are always resisting the Holy Spirit; as your ancestors did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? They even killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have now become. 53 You received the law under the direction of angels and yet have not kept it."  (See Mt #49:Seeking the Truth.)

				

	

The First Christian Martyr

				54 When they heard these things, they were enraged in their heartsbn and gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, filled by the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven. He saw God's glory, withbo Jesus standing at the right hand of God, and he said, 56 "Look! I see the heavens opened and the •Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!"

				57 Then they screamed at the top of their voices, covered their ears, and together rushed against him. 58 They threw him out of the city and began to stone him. And the witnesses laid their robes at the feet of a young man named Saul.59 They were stoning Stephen as he called out:"Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!"60 Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice,"Lord, do not charge them with this sin!" And saying this, he fell •asleep.

				A Principle to Live By - Loving Our Enemies
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				#13 When we are persecuted for our faith, we are to love and pray for our enemies.

				Jesus Christ taught this principle in His Sermon on the Mount when He said,

				You have heard that it was said, Love your neighbor and hate your enemy. But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. (Mt 5:43-45a)  (See Mt #12:Loving as Christ Loved.)

				Jesus not only taught this great truth, He practiced it when He hung on the cross. Looking down at those who nailed Him there—both the Jews and the Gentiles—He prayed,"Father, forgive them, because they do not know what they are doing" (Lk 23:34). 

				As far as we know, Stephen is the first follower of Jesus Christ who demonstrated the same compassion as the Savior. In his dying breath, he cried out,"Lord, do not charge them with this sin!" (Ac 7:60). This alone became an incredibly bold witness before the members of the Sanhedrin.  (See Ps #123:Standing Firm.)

				Reflection and Response

				Even though most of us will never face this kind of persecution, how can we practice this principle of love in our day-to-day experiences where we are living among people who may be hostile to our Christian faith?  (See Ti #7:Conquering Evil with Good.)

				

				

	

Saul the Persecutor

				8 Saul agreed with putting him to death.

				On that day a severe persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout the land of Judea and Samaria. 2 Devout men buried Stephen and mourned deeply over him. 3 Saul, however, was ravaging the church. He would enter house after house, drag off men and women, and put them in prison.

				

	

Philip in Samaria

				4 So those who were scattered went on their way preaching the message of good news. 5 Philip went down to a bp city in Samaria and proclaimed the •Messiah to them. 6 The crowds paid attention with one mind to what Philip said, as they heard and saw the signs he was performing. 7 For •unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed, and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed. 8 So there was great joy in that city.

				

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Purpose in Persecution
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				#14 Though persecution is always painful, we should ask God to use our experiences to bring others to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

				As Saul intensified his attacks on Christians,"all except the apostles were scattered throughout the land of Judea and Samaria" (v. 1). In this context,"all" probably refers to the other six men who were chosen along with Stephen to care for the widows. If so, the apostles stayed on in Jerusalem to encourage the church, while these men became dynamic evangelists. Philip went to Samaria, while the other five, who were probably joined by other God-fearing Grecian Jews who were now believers, went"throughout the land of Judea" and eventually"as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch" (11:19).

				God used this persecution to begin the process Jesus mentioned just before He ascended:

				But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. (1:8)

				What Jesus said would happen was indeed unfolding. When Saul began ravaging the church (8:2), these men carried the good news regarding Christ's death and resurrection beyond Jerusalem.

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways have you observed God using persecution against Christians—perhaps in your own life—to reach more people with the gospel?

				

				

	

The Response of Simon

				9 A man named Simon had previously practiced sorcery in that city and astounded the •Samaritan people, while claiming to be somebody great. 10 They all paid attention to him, from the least of them to the greatest, and they said,"This man is called the Great Power of God!"bq 11 They were attentive to him because he had astounded them with his sorceries for a long time. 12 But when they believed Philip, as he preached the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized. 13 Then even Simon himself believed. And after he was baptized, he went around constantly withbr Philip and was astounded as he observed the signs and great miracles that were being performed.

				

	

Simon's Sin

				14 When the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had welcomed God's message, they sent Peter and John to them. 15 After they went down there, they prayed for them, so the Samaritans might receive the Holy Spirit. 16 For He had not yet come down onbs any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

				18 When Simon saw that the Holy bt Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money, 19 saying,"Give me this power too, so that anyone I lay hands on may receive the Holy Spirit."

				20 But Peter told him,"May your silver be destroyed with you, because you thought the gift of God could be obtained with money!21 You have no part or share in this matter, because your heart is not right before God.22 Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that the intent of your heart may be forgiven you. 23 For I see you are poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity."

				24 "Please praybu to the Lord for me," Simon replied,"so that nothing you have said may happen to me."

				25 Then, after they had testified and spoken the message of the Lord, they traveled back to Jerusalem, evangelizing many villages of the Samaritans.

				A Principle to Live By - Authentic Conversion
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				#15 Though people can only respond to the gospel with sincerity when the Holy Spirit opens their hearts, we should do all we can to help them respond with pure motives. 

				When the Samaritan sorcerer named Simon heard the gospel from Philip and"observed the signs and great miracles" he performed, he"believed" and was baptized (v. 13). However, he had a very selfish agenda—to be able to have the same supernatural"power" as Philip.

				When Peter and John arrived in this Samaritan city to observe what was happening as a result of Philip's ministry, Peter discerned that Simon's faith experience was not real and told him his"heart [was] not right before God" and that he needed to"repent of this wickedness" (vv. 20-22). Clearly, his motivation to profess faith in Christ had been purely selfish. 

				Today there are people who confess to believe in Jesus Christ and are even baptized. However, the way they live their lives following their profession seems to reveal that it was merely a ritualistic experience—sincere to a point, but not based on true repentance. On the other hand, it may also mean those who make this profession of faith are still infants in Christ who have not matured in their faith.  (See Jn #4:Profession versus Possession.)

				Reflection and Response

				When people profess to believe in Jesus Christ and desire to be baptized, how can we help them make sure they have had a true salvation experience?  (See Jn #34:Knowing God Personally.)

				

				

	

The Conversion of the Ethiopian Official

				26 An angel of the Lord spoke to Philip:"Get up and go south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is the desert road.)bv27 So he got up and went. There was an Ethiopian man, a eunuch and high official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to worship in Jerusalem28 and was sitting in his chariot on his way home, reading the prophet Isaiah aloud.

				29 The Spirit told Philip,"Go and join that chariot."

				30 When Philip ran up to it, he heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said,"Do you understand what you're reading?"

				31 "How can I," he said,"unless someone guides me?" So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the Scripture passage he was reading was this:

				

				He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,

				and as a lamb is silent before its shearer,

				so He does not open His mouth.

				33 In His humiliation justice was denied Him.

				Who will describe His generation?

				For His life is taken from the earth.bw  (See
Is #37: God's Redemptive Story, p. 967.)

				

				34 The eunuch replied to Philip,"I ask you, who is the prophet saying this about — himself or another person?" 35 So Philip proceededbx to tell him the good news about Jesus, beginning from that Scripture.

				36 As they were traveling down the road, they came to some water. The eunuch said,"Look, there's water! What would keep me from being baptized?" [37 And Philip said,"If you believe with all your heart you may." And he replied,"I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God."] by38 Then he ordered the chariot to stop, and both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him any longer. But he went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip appeared inbz Azotus,ca and he was traveling and evangelizing all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

				A Principle to Live By - Biblical Evidence
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				#16 To help people achieve saving faith in Jesus Christ, we should help them understand from Scripture what God says about this experience. 

				It is not accidental that Luke's historical narrative unfolds a true conversion experience as a result of Philip's ministry. The eunuch may have been a"God-fearing" Gentile like Cornelius (10:22). Ancient Ethiopia, or Cush, was an African country south of Egypt on the Nile. It was considered the extreme limit of civilization—the ends of the earth. Perhaps this man was among those who heard the Word of God in their own language on the day of Pentecost (2:8-11).

				Now returning from Jerusalem, he was seriously searching to know the truth about the Messiah. Obviously a wealthy man, he had evidently purchased a scroll of Isaiah and was reading the prophetic words about Christ's suffering and death (Is 53:7-8). Intensely curious, he asked Philip to interpret this prophecy. Wisely, Philip began with that very Scripture and evidently shared a number of supporting references in the Old Testament that predicted Christ's atoning work on the cross. As a result of this exposure to the Word of God, the Ethiopian eunuch was truly saved by faith and then baptized. 

				This is indeed an exceptional story that stands in bold contrast to Simon the sorcerer, who said he believed and was baptized but in fact had not been born again (Ac 8:20-21). Note one other interesting contrast. There is no evidence that Philip performed any signs and wonders in the presence of the Ethiopian eunuch. Though this man may have witnessed miracles in Jerusalem, Philip simply exposed him to the Word of God, which the Holy Spirit used to lead him to repentance.

				Reflection and Response

				Why are the Scriptures so important in helping people have a real born-again experience?  (See Heb #7:The Word of God.)

				

				

	

The Damascus Road

				9 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord. He went to the high priest2 and requested letters from him to the •synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any men or women who belonged to the Way, he might bring them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he traveled and was nearing Damascus, a light from heaven suddenly flashed around him. 4 Falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him,"Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?"

				5 "Who are You, Lord?" he said.

				"I am Jesus, the One you are persecuting," He replied. 6 "But get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do."

				7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the sound but seeing no one. 8 Then Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing. So they took him by the hand and led him into Damascus. 9 He was unable to see for three days and did not eat or drink.

				

	

Saul's Baptism

				10 There was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. And the Lord said to him in a vision,"Ananias!"

				"Here I am, Lord!" he said.

				11 "Get up and go to the street called Straight," the Lord said to him,"to the house of Judas, and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, since he is praying there. 12 In a visioncb he has seen a man named Ananias coming in and placing his hands on him so he can regain his sight."

				13 "Lord," Ananias answered,"I have heard from many people about this man, how much harm he has done to Your •saints in Jerusalem. 14 And he has authority here from the •chief priests to arrest all who call on Your name."

				15 But the Lord said to him,"Go! For this man is My chosen instrument to take My name to Gentiles, kings, and the Israelites. 16 I will show him how much he must suffer for My name!"

				17 So Ananias left and entered the house. Then he placed his hands on him and said,"Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road you were traveling, has sent me so that you can regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit."

				18 At once something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he got up and was baptized. 19 And after taking some food, he regained his strength.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Mercy and Grace

				[image: Getz1161.png]

				#17 Though our conversion experiences vary greatly, all Christians are to praise and thank God continually for His saving grace.

				Saul's conversion is one of the most dramatic and well-known events recorded in church history. For many, however, their experiences are very simple and quiet encounters with the Lord Jesus Christ. For others, deep conviction of sin drives them to their knees in repentance. 

				Regardless of what we actually experience at the moment we are saved, we receive eternal life because of God's grace, just the same as Saul. Though this man's sin was blatant and evil, we"all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Rm 3:23). Furthermore,"the wages of sin"—great or small—"is death." But the good news for all who put their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is that"the gift of God is eternal life" (Rm 6:23). 

				Paul was greatly impacted by this free gift. Writing to Timothy years later, he reflected on his calling in Christ as if it had happened that very day:

				I give thanks to Christ Jesus our Lord who has strengthened me, because He considered me faithful, appointing me to the ministry—one who was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an arrogant man. . . . Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. (1Tm 1:12-13a,17; see also Eph 3:20-21.) 

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways should God's saving grace impact all of our lives as Christians?  (See Ti #5:Knowing and Living.)

				

				

	

Saul Proclaiming the Messiah

				Saul was with the disciples in Damascus for some days. 20 Immediately he began proclaiming Jesus in the synagogues:"He is the Son of God."

				21 But all who heard him were astounded and said,"Isn't this the man who, in Jerusalem, was destroying those who called on this name and then came here for the purpose of taking them as prisoners to the chief priests?"

				22 But Saul grew more capable and kept confounding the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that this One is the •Messiah.  (Review Ac #7: Openness and Honesty.)

				23 After many days had passed, the Jews conspired to kill him, 24 but their plot became known to Saul. So they were watching the gates day and night intending to kill him,25 but his disciples took him by night and lowered him in a large basket through an opening in the wall.

				

	

Saul in Jerusalem

				26 When he arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to associate with the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, since they did not believe he was a disciple. 27 Barnabas, however, took him and brought him to the apostles and explained to them how Saul had seen the Lord on the road and that He had talked to him, and how in Damascus he had spoken boldly in the name of Jesus. 28 Saul was coming and going with them in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 He conversed and debated with the Hellenistic Jews,cc but they attempted to kill him. 30 When the •brothers found out, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.

				31 So the church throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace, being built up and walking in the •fear of the Lord and in the encouragement of the Holy Spirit, and it increased in numbers.

				A Principle to Live By - Love and Compassion
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				#18 As those who are saved by grace, we should always be ready to demonstrate God's mercy by extending grace to others.

				When Luke used the phrase"after many days" (v. 23), he was evidently referring to a three year gap when Saul (Paul) was in Arabia getting prepared by the Lord for his ministry to the churches (Gl 1:15-17). Saul then returned to Damascus and once again entered the synagogues to try to prove that Jesus was the Messiah. Facing intense persecution, he escaped and went to Jerusalem (Ac 9:26; Gl 1:18).

				Even after this extensive period of time, the believers in Jerusalem remembered Saul's hostility and murderous activities. Those who saw Stephen stoned outside the walls of Jerusalem would not have forgotten that terrible scene. Saul not only approved of this godly man's death but had many Christians imprisoned (Ac 7:57–8:3). Three years would not wipe out these horrible memories.

				However, when Saul returned to Jerusalem, Barnabas once again appeared in the biblical story. Obviously taking a risk, he brought Saul to the apostles and shared two important realities: he described Saul's conversion experience on the road to Damascus, and he reported on Saul's bold witness for Christ in Damascus (9:27). 

				Barnabas demonstrated incredible grace toward Saul. When many others doubted that this former persecutor's conversion was authentic, Barnabas took time to get the facts. It's easy to join a crowd of critics, but it takes Christlike love to check the facts about someone who is suspect because of previous, sinful behavior. It takes even deeper love to become an intercessor for that person. Barnabas was that kind of man. This is another reason the apostles changed his name from Joseph to Barnabas, which means"Son of Encouragement" (4:36). 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it often difficult to do for others what Barnabas did for Saul?

				

				

	

The Healing of Aeneas

				32 As Peter was traveling from place to place, he also came down to the saints who lived in Lydda. 33 There he found a man named Aeneas, who was paralyzed and had been bedridden for eight years. 34 Peter said to him,"Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and make your bed,"cd and immediately he got up. 35 So all who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.

				

	

Dorcas Restored to Life

				36 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha, which is translated Dorcas. She was always doing good works and acts of charity. 37 In those days she became sick and died. After washing her, they placed her in a room upstairs. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples heard that Peter was there and sent two men to him who begged him,"Don't delay in coming with us." 39 So Peter got up and went with them. When he arrived, they led him to the room upstairs. And all the widows approached him, weeping and showing him the robes and clothes that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40 Then Peter sent them all out of the room. He knelt down, prayed, and turning toward the body said,"Tabitha, get up!" She opened her eyes, saw Peter, and sat up. 41 He gave her his hand and helped her stand up. Then he called the saints and widows and presented her alive. 42 This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43 And Peter stayed on many days in Joppa with Simon, a leather tanner.  (Compare Tabitha's Eulogy with King Jehoram in 2Ch #19: A Tragic Epitaph, p. 568.)

				

	

Cornelius's Vision

				10 There was a man in Caesarea named Cornelius, a •centurion of what was called the Italian •Regiment. 2 He was a devout man and feared God along with his whole household. He did many charitable deeds for the Jewish people and always prayed to God. 3 About three in the afternoonce he distinctly saw in a vision an angel of God who came in and said to him,"Cornelius!"

				4 Looking intently at him, he became afraid and said,"What is it, lord?"

				The angel told him,"Your prayers and your acts of charity have come up as a memorial offering before God. 5 Now send men to Joppa and call for Simon, who is also named Peter. 6 He is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea."

				7 When the angel who spoke to him had gone, he called two of his household slaves and a devout soldier, who was one of those who attended him. 8 After explaining everything to them, he sent them to Joppa.  (See Jn #21:Oneness in Christ.)

				

	

Peter's Vision

				9 The next day, as they were traveling and nearing the city, Peter went up to pray on the housetop about noon.cf 10 Then he became hungry and wanted to eat, but while they were preparing something, he went into a visionary state. 11 He saw heaven opened and an object that resembled a large sheet coming down, being lowered by its four corners to the earth. 12 In it were all the four-footed animals and reptiles of the earth, and the birds of the sky. 13 Then a voice said to him,"Get up, Peter; kill and eat!"

				14 "No, Lord!" Peter said."For I have never eaten anything commoncg and ritually •unclean!"

				15 Again, a second time, a voice said to him,"What God has made •clean, you must not call common." 16 This happened three times, and then the object was taken up into heaven.  (See Gl #6:Unity in Christ.)

				

	

Peter Visits Cornelius

				17 While Peter was deeply perplexed about what the vision he had seen might mean, the men who had been sent by Cornelius, having asked directions to Simon's house, stood at the gate. 18 They called out, asking if Simon, who was also named Peter, was lodging there.

				19 While Peter was thinking about the vision, the Spirit told him,"Three men are here looking for you. 20 Get up, go downstairs, and accompany them with no doubts at all, because I have sent them."

				21 Then Peter went down to the men and said,"Here I am, the one you're looking for. What is the reason you're here?"

				22 They said,"Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who has a good reputation with the whole Jewish nation, was divinely directed by a holy angel to call you to his house and to hear a message from you." 23 Peter then invited them in and gave them lodging.  (See Mt #59:The Great Commission.)

				The next day he got up and set out with them, and some of the brothers from Joppa went with him. 24 The following day he entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close friends. 25 When Peter entered, Cornelius met him, fell at his feet, and worshiped him.

				26 But Peter helped him up and said,"Stand up! I myself am also a man." 27 While talking with him, he went on in and found that many had come together there. 28 Peter said to them,"You know it's forbidden for a Jewish man to associate with or visit a foreigner. But God has shown me that I must not call any person common or unclean. 29 That's why I came without any objection when I was sent for. So I ask: Why did you send for me?"

				30 Cornelius replied,"Four days ago at this hour, at three in the afternoon,ch I was ci praying in my house. Just then a man in a dazzling robe stood before me 31 and said, 'Cornelius, your prayer has been heard, and your acts of charity have been remembered in God's sight. 32 Therefore send someone to Joppa and invite Simon here, who is also named Peter. He is lodging in Simon the tanner's house by the sea.' cj 33 Therefore I immediately sent for you, and you did the right thing in coming. So we are all present before God, to hear everything you have been commanded by the Lord."

				

	

Good News for Gentiles

				34 Then Peter began to speak:"Now I really understand that God doesn't show favoritism,35 but in every nation the person who fears Him and does righteousness is acceptable to Him. 36 He sent the message to the Israelites, proclaiming the good news of peace through Jesus Christ — He is Lord of all. 37 You know the eventsck that took place throughout Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John preached: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and healing all who were under the tyranny of the Devil, because God was with Him. 39 We ourselves are witnesses of everything He did in both the Judean country and in Jerusalem, yet they killed Him by hanging Him on a tree. 40 God raised up this man on the third day and permitted Him to be seen, 41 not by all the people, but by us, witnesses appointed beforehand by God, who ate and drank with Him after He rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to solemnly testify that He is the One appointed by God to be the Judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about Him that through His name everyone who believes in Him will receive forgiveness of sins."

				

	

Gentile Conversion and Baptism

				44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came down on all those who heard the message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also.46 For they heard them speaking in other •languages and declaring the greatness ofcl God.

				Then Peter responded, 47 "Can anyone withhold water and prevent these people from being baptized, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?"48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to stay for a few days.

				A Principle to Live By - The Sin of Prejudice
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				#19 We should sincerely ask God to help us evaluate our attitudes and actions in order to make sure we are free from any form of prejudice.

				The apostle Peter was a dynamic leader. Through the power of Christ, he healed Aeneas who had been paralyzed for eight years (9:32-35). He then raised Dorcas from the dead causing many in Joppa to believe in Jesus Christ (9:36-43). Yet, it took a miracle in Peter's own life to convince him that"God doesn't show favoritism" (10:34).  (See Ps #63:Lord of All.)

				First, God spoke to Peter with a vision of unclean animals demonstrating that Gentiles can be saved. He then"poured out" (Ac 10:45) the Holy Spirit on Cornelius and all those who were listening to Peter's message in Caesarea. They actually spoke various languages just as the Jews had done in the upper room on the day of Pentecost (2:4). This was indeed significant, in that language differences among Jews and Gentiles intensified their prejudicial behavior toward one another.  (Review Ac #3: Miraculous Events.)

				Peter's revelatory experience regarding Cornelius was a strategic part of God's plan to motivate the apostles and other key leaders to carry the good news, not just to Jerusalem and Judea and Samaria, but to all people on earth (1:8). There is no place whatsoever for prejudice in any form among believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. Even prior to Peter's experience, James had written to believing Jews scattered throughout the Roman world and addressed the sin of prejudice that existed among the various economic classes of Christians (Jms 1:1; 2:1).  (See Jms #6:Avoiding Prejudice.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is being prejudiced such a subtle sin that is often difficult to discern in our attitudes and actions—even as born-again believers?

				

				

	

Gentile Salvation Defended

				11 The apostles and the •brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles had welcomed God's message also. 2 When Peter went up to Jerusalem, those who stressed circumcisioncm argued with him,3 saying,"You visited uncircumcised men and ate with them!"

				4 Peter began to explain to them in an orderly sequence, saying: 5 "I was in the town of Joppa praying, and I saw, in a visionary state, an object that resembled a large sheet coming down, being lowered by its four corners from heaven, and it came to me. 6 When I looked closely and considered it, I saw the four-footed animals of the earth, the wild beasts, the reptiles, and the birds of the sky. 7 Then I also heard a voice telling me, 'Get up, Peter; kill and eat! '

				8 " 'No, Lord! ' I said. 'For nothing common or ritually •unclean has ever entered my mouth! ' 9 But a voice answered from heaven a second time, 'What God has made •clean, you must not call common.'

				10 "Now this happened three times, and then everything was drawn up again into heaven. 11 At that very moment, three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea arrived at the house where we were. 12 Then the Spirit told me to accompany them with no doubts at all. These six brothers accompanied me, and we went into the man's house. 13 He reported to us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, 'Send cn to Joppa, and call for Simon, who is also named Peter. 14 He will speak a messageco to you that you and all your household will be saved by.'

				15 "As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came down on them, just as on us at the beginning. 16 Then I remembered the word of the Lord, how He said, 'John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.' 17 Therefore, if God gave them the same gift that He also gave to us when we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, how could I possibly hinder God?"

				18 When they heard this they became silent. Then they glorified God, saying,"So God has granted repentance resulting in lifecp even to the Gentiles!"

				A Principle to Live By - Addressing Prejudice
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				#20 We should never hesitate to share our concerns regarding prejudice.

				When Peter returned to Jerusalem, he faced a resistant audience. However, he did not compromise. Peter shared in detail what he had experienced. Thankfully, even those who were the most critical of Peter's ministry in Caesarea listened and responded positively. 

				Historically, orthodox Jews had distorted God's eternal plan to bless"all the peoples on earth" through Abraham and his offspring (Gn 12:3). They allowed themselves to be driven by racial pride and hatred, despising Gentiles, calling them"dogs." They would never consider entering the homes of Gentiles, 
even those who feared God.  (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				It took time for believing Jews to deal with this deep-rooted prejudice. Paul addressed this lingering prejudice when he wrote to the Ephesians:

				But now in Christ Jesus, you who were far away have been brought near by the blood of the Messiah. For He is our peace, who made both groups one and tore down the dividing wall of hostility. In His flesh, He made of no effect the law consisting of commands and expressed in regulations, so that He might create in Himself one new man from the two, resulting in peace. He did this so that He might reconcile both to God in one body through the cross and put the hostility to death by it. (Eph 2:13-16)  (See Eph #5:Oneness in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the areas of prejudice that are still embedded in the hearts of many professing Christians?

				

				

	

The Church in Antioch

				19 Those who had been scattered as a result of the persecution that started because of Stephen made their way as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, speaking the message to no one except Jews. 20 But there were some of them, Cypriot and Cyrenian men, who came to Antioch and began speaking to the Hellenists, cq proclaiming the good news about the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord's hand was with them, and a large number who believed turned to the Lord.  (Review Ac #14: Purpose in Persecution) 22  Then the report about them was heard by the church that was at Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to travel  cr  as far as Antioch. 23  When he arrived and saw the grace of God, he was glad and encouraged all of them to remain true to the Lord with a firm resolve of the heart, 24  for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And large numbers of people were added to the Lord. 25  Then he  cs  went to Tarsus to search for Saul, 26  and when he found him he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught large numbers. The disciples were first called Christians at Antioch.

				A Principle to Live By - Being an Encourager
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				#21 When people put their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we should respond enthusiastically with words of encouragement.

				With the birth of the church in Antioch, Luke picked up the story of what happened after Stephen was stoned and persecution hit Jerusalem with full force (8:1-4; 11:19-20). It would seem that"Nicolaus, a proselyte from Antioch"—one of the seven men appointed by the apostles (6:5)—led the charge to carry the gospel to his home city. 

				At this time, Antioch was one of the largest cities in the Roman Empire, numbering approximately half of a million people. Luke called the converts"Hellenists," which could include both Jews and Gentiles who adopted Greek language and culture. 

				Since Barnabas was a Grecian Jew who had lived among the Jews and Gentiles on the isle of Cyprus, perhaps the leaders of the church in Jerusalem concluded that he would be the least prejudiced of them all. They had only just come to realize the fact that"God doesn't show favoritism" (10:34). They probably also chose him for this mission because of his enthusiastic personality. 

				This is the third incident demonstrating why the apostles changed his name to Barnabas,"Son of Encouragement" (4:36). First, He proved to be a generous man (4:36-37).  (Review Ac #8: Generosity.)

				As believers today, we are all to be encouragers, just like Barnabas. He was a generous man who was motivated by Christlike love and compassion for all people.  (See 2Co #12:Models of Generosity; Eph #9: Building Up One Another.)

				Reflection and Response

				In developing Christlike qualities in our lives, why should being an encourager be near the top of the list?  (See Pr #24:The Power of Words.)

				

				

	

Famine Relief

				27 In those days some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch.28 Then one of them, named Agabus, stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there would be a severe famine throughout the Roman world.ct This took place during the time of Claudius.29 So each of the disciples, according to his ability, determined to send relief to the brothers who lived in Judea.30 They did this, sending it to the elders by means of Barnabas and Saul.

				A Principle to Live By - Reciprocal Generosity
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				#22 We should look for opportunities to minister to those who have ministered to us, both spiritually and materially. 

				Earlier, the believers in Jerusalem modeled generosity as perhaps no other church in history (4:32-35). However, because of a famine that took its toll in the Judean area particularly, Jewish believers faced a serious need for money to buy food. Though Queen Helena distributed large quantities of grain and figs to this area, Judah was ruled by the Sanhedrin, so Christians likely were excluded from material assistance simply because they believed Jesus Christ was the Messiah. 

				This economic crisis provided the disciples in Antioch with an opportunity to be a reciprocal blessing to these Christians. They had heard the message of salvation because men from Jerusalem came all the way north to Antioch. Furthermore, they had grown spiritually because of the ministry of Barnabas and Saul (11:25). Consequently, all believers in Antioch participated as they were able and sent money to the believers in Jerusalem and Judea. 

				Evidently, these believers who were economically deprived continued to have material needs for years to come. This is why Paul received offerings from the Gentile churches. When he wrote to the Romans, he referred to this reciprocal principle of giving and receiving: 

				For if the Gentiles have shared in their spiritual benefits, then they are obligated to minister to Jews in material needs. (Rm 15:27b)  (See Rm #32:Material Obligations.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do so many Christians continually receive and often fail to reciprocate?

				

				

	

James Martyred and Peter Jailed

				12 About that time King •Herod cruelly attacked some who belonged to the church, 2 and he killed James, John's brother, with the sword. 3 When he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter too, during the days of •Unleavened Bread.4 After the arrest, he put him in prison and assigned four squads of four soldiers each to guard him, intending to bring him out to the people after the •Passover. 5 So Peter was kept in prison, but prayer was being made earnestly to God for him by the church.

				

	

Peter Rescued

				6 On the night before Herod was to bring him out for execution, Peter, bound with two chains, was sleeping between two soldiers, while the sentries in front of the door guarded the prison. 7 Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared, and a light shone in the cell. Striking Peter on the side, he woke him up and said,"Quick, get up!" Then the chains fell off his wrists. 8 "Get dressed," the angel told him,"and put on your sandals." And he did so."Wrap your cloak around you," he told him,"and follow me." 9 So he went out and followed, and he did not know that what took place through the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. 10 After they passed the first and second guard posts, they came to the iron gate that leads into the city, which opened to them by itself. They went outside and passed one street, and immediately the angel left him.

				11 Then Peter came to himself and said,"Now I know for certain that the Lord has sent His angel and rescued me from Herod's grasp and from all that the Jewish people expected."12 When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John Mark,cu where many had assembled and were praying. 13 He knocked at the door in the gateway, and a servant named Rhoda came to answer. 14 She recognized Peter's voice, and because of her joy, she did not open the gate but ran in and announced that Peter was standing at the gateway.

				15 "You're crazy!" they told her. But she kept insisting that it was true. Then they said,"It's his angel!"16 Peter, however, kept on knocking, and when they opened the door and saw him, they were astounded.

				17 Motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he explained to them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison."Report these things to James and the •brothers," he said. Then he departed and went to a different place.

				18 At daylight, there was a great commotioncv among the soldiers as to what could have become of Peter. 19 After Herod had searched and did not find him, he interrogated the guards and ordered their execution. Then Herod went down from Judea to Caesarea and stayed there.

				

	

Herod's Death

				20 He had been very angry with the Tyrians and Sidonians. Together they presented themselves before him. They won over Blastus, who was in charge of the king's bedroom, and through him they asked for peace, because their country was supplied with food from the king's country. 21 So on an appointed day, dressed in royal robes and seated on the throne, Herod delivered a public address to them. 22 The assembled people began to shout,"It's the voice of a god and not of a man!" 23 At once an angel of the Lord struck him because he did not give the glory to God, and he became infected with worms and died. 24 Then God's message flourished and multiplied. 25 After they had completed their relief mission, Barnabas and Saul returned to cw Jerusalem, taking along John who is called Mark.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Sovereign God
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				#23 When events happen that are difficult to accept and understand, we must remember that God is sovereign and ultimately in control of our lives.

				There are many questions that will go unanswered until we are in God's presence. One of these questions is, why do some godly Christians suffer martyrdom and others live? Many in the church in Jerusalem must have been asking this very question when the apostle James was cruelly murdered by Herod Agrippa I. 

				As we read the story of Peter's imprisonment, it appears that those who had gathered to pray for Peter expected that he too would be killed, even though they were asking God for His protection. However, God had other plans for Peter. He would indeed face a martyr's death, but years later (Jn 21:18-19). 

				Eventually, King Herod faced severe judgment for his arrogance and evil deeds (Ac 12:23). However, questions still remain. Why do some people die and others live? Why have many other cruel and prideful leaders lived long lives? 

				There's another question that emerges from this story. Why pray for protection and deliverance if God is sovereign? Though it seems a simple answer, we should pray because God commands us to do so. Furthermore, it is part of God's sovereign plan that when we pray in His will, it makes a difference (1Jn 5:14-15)!  (See 1Jn #16:Effective Prayer.)

				When all is said and done, however, we must acknowledge that God is God! He is the sovereign Lord of the universe! Though we cannot comprehend the great mystery regarding how our human actions relate to who God is and what He does, we must trust Him in all circumstances. We can experience great comfort and peace from Paul's words:"We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God: those who are called according to His purpose" (Rm 8:28). 

				Reflection and Response

				How does the Old Testament story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego illustrate the principle regarding God's sovereignty?  (See Dn #6:Facing Persecution.)

				

				

	

Preparing for the Mission Field

				13 In the church that was at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius the Cyrenian, Manaen, a close friend of •Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.

				2 As they were ministering tocx the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said,"Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work I have called them to."3 Then after they had fasted, prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them off.

				A Principle to Live By - Corporate Wisdom
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				#24 When we want to discover the will of God, we are to be open to receiving wisdom and guidance from other mature believers. 

				When Saul (Paul) and Barnabas were called and commissioned to embark on their first missionary journey into the Gentile world, the Holy Spirit spoke directly to these"prophets and teachers" (v. 1). We've noted how this often happened in this pivotal time period—from the powerful manifestations on the day of Pentecost 
to Philip's encounter with"an angel of the Lord" (2:1-4; 8:26-29).  (Review Ac #4: Normative versus Unique Experiences.)

				Though this was an extraordinary event, we must not miss the inherent supracultural principle. When these two dynamic Christian leaders were set apart for a missionary ministry"to the ends of the earth" (1:8), their calling was affirmed by three other godly men. This corporate affirmation reflects the importance of mature godly members of the Christian community helping other members of that community to determine the will of God.  (Review Ac #28: Maintaining Sound Doctrine)

				Throughout the New Testament, we are taught the importance of the functioning body of Christ. For example, Paul wrote to the Colossians,

				Let the message about the Messiah dwell richly among you, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, and singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, with gratitude in your hearts to God. (Col 3:16) 

				Reflection and Response

				Though God uses other Christians to help us determine His will, why must this kind of wisdom be based first and foremost on God's revealed truth in Scripture?

				

				

	

The Mission to Cyprus

				4 Being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they came down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus. 5 Arriving in Salamis, they proclaimed God's message in the Jewish •synagogues. They also had John as their assistant.6 When they had gone through the whole island as far as Paphos, they came across a sorcerer, a Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus.7 He was with the •proconsul, Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man. This man summoned Barnabas and Saul and desired to hear God's message.8 But Elymas the sorcerer (this is the meaning of his name) opposed them and tried to turn the proconsul away from the faith.

				9 Then Saul — also called Paul — filled with the Holy Spirit, stared straight at the sorcerer 10 and said,"You son of the Devil, full of all deceit and all fraud, enemy of all righteousness! Won't you ever stop perverting the straight paths of the Lord? 11 Now, look! The Lord's hand is against you. You are going to be blind, and will not see the sun for a time." Suddenly a mist and darkness fell on him, and he went around seeking someone to lead him by the hand.

				12 Then the proconsul, seeing what happened, believed and was astonished at the teaching about the Lord.

				

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Servant-Leadership
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				#25 No matter what the role is within the body of Jesus Christ, leaders are to allow others who are more qualified than they are to emerge as the prominent leaders.

				When Luke unfolded the ministry of Paul and Barnabas in his historical narrative, there is no question this special relationship first focused on Barnabas.  (Review Ac #8: Generosity.)

				Following this event, however, Paul emerged as the leader of the apostolic team and continued in this role throughout this first missionary journey. When Paul struck Elymas the sorcerer temporarily blind, Barnabas perceived Paul's special calling as the apostle to the Gentiles (Gl 2:6-9) and turned the primary leadership over to his companion in ministry (Ac 13:13,16,43,46). 

				Though the comparison is certainly not equal, in many respects Barnabas was doing what John the Baptist did when he stated that Jesus must increase and he must decrease (Jn 3:30). Though Paul was only a human representative of Jesus Christ, Barnabas recognized his missionary companion's apostolic calling. 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so difficult for primary spiritual leaders to allow others more qualified to step into a prominent role? When have you actually seen this happen?

				

				

	

Paul's Sermon in Antioch of Pisidia

				13 Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia. John, however, left them and went back to Jerusalem. 14 They continued their journey from Perga and reached Antioch in Pisidia. On the Sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat down. 15 After the reading of the Law and the Prophets, the leaders of the synagogue sent word to them, saying,"Brothers, if you have any message of encouragement for the people, you can speak."

				16 Then Paul stood up and motioned with his hand and said:"Men of Israel, and you who fear God, listen! 17 The God of this people Israel chose our ancestors, exalted the people during their stay in the land of Egypt, and led them out of it with a mightycy arm. 18 And for about 40 years He put up with them cz in the wilderness; 19 then after destroying seven nations in the land of Canaan, He gave their land to them as an inheritance. 20 This all took about 450 years. After this, He gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. 21 Then they asked for a king, so God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for 40 years. 22 After removing him, He raised up David as their king and testified about him: 'I have found David the son of Jesse, a man loyal to Me,da who will carry out all My will.'  (See 1Sm #26:Determining Heart Attitudes.)

				23 "From this man's descendants, according to the promise, God brought the Savior, Jesus, db to Israel. 24 Before He came to public attention,dc John had previously proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. 25 Then as John was completing his life's work, he said, 'Who do you think I am? I am not the One. But look! Someone is coming after me, and I am not worthy to untie the sandals on His feet.'  (See Jn #7:Christ First.)

				26 "Brothers, sons of Abraham's race, and those among you who fear God, the message of this salvation has been sent to us. 27 For the residents of Jerusalem and their rulers, since they did not recognize Him or the voices of the prophets that are read every Sabbath, have fulfilled their wordsdd by condemning Him. 28 Though they found no grounds for the death penalty, they asked •Pilate to have Him killed. 29 When they had fulfilled all that had been written about Him, they took Him down from the tree and put Him in a tomb. 30 But God raised Him from the dead, 31 and He appeared for many days to those who came with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now His witnesses to the people. 32 And we ourselves proclaim to you the good news of the promise that was made to our ancestors. 33 God has fulfilled this for us, their children, by raising up Jesus, as it is written in the second Psalm:

				

				You are My Son;

				today I have become Your Father.de, df

				

				34 Since He raised Him from the dead, never to return to decay, He has spoken in this way, I will grant you the faithful covenant blessingsdg made to David.dh 35 Therefore He also says in another passage, You will not allow Your Holy One to see decay.di 36 For David, after serving his own generation in God's plan, fell •asleep, was buried with his fathers, and decayed. 37 But the One God raised up did not decay. 38 Therefore, let it be known to you, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is being proclaimed to you, 39 and everyone who believes in Him is •justified from everything that you could not be justified from through the law of Moses. 40 So beware that what is said in the prophets does not happen to you:

				

				41 Look, you scoffers,

				marvel and vanish away,

				because I am doing a work in your days,

				a work that you will never believe,

				even if someone were to explain it to you."dj  (See Ps #16:Eternal Hope.)

				

	

Paul and Barnabas in Antioch

				42 As they were leaving, the people dk begged that these matters be presented to them the following Sabbath. 43 After the synagogue had been dismissed, many of the Jews and devout •proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who were speaking with them and persuading them to continue in the grace of God.

				44 The following Sabbath almost the whole town assembled to hear the message of the Lord. dl 45 But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began to oppose what Paul was saying by insulting him.  (Review Ac #7: Openness and Honesty.)

				46 Then Paul and Barnabas boldly said:"It was necessary that God's message be spoken to you first. But since you reject it and consider yourselves unworthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles! 47 For this is what the Lord has commanded us:

				

				I have made you

				a light for the Gentiles

				to bring salvation

				to the endsdm of the earth."dn  (See Is #30:God's Witnesses.)

				48 When the Gentiles heard this, they rejoiced and glorified the message of the Lord, and all who had been appointed to eternal life believed. 49 So the message of the Lord spread through the whole region. 50 But the Jews incited the prominent women, who worshiped God, and the leading men of the city. They stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas and expelled them from their district. 51 But they shook the dust off their feet against them and went to Iconium. 52 And the disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.

				

	

Growth and Persecution in Iconium

				14 The same thing happened in Iconium; they entered the Jewish •synagogue and spoke in such a way that a great number of both Jews and Greeks believed. 2 But the Jews who refused to believe stirred up and poisoned the minds of the Gentiles against the brothers.  (Review Ac #7: Openness and Honesty.)

				

	

Mistaken for Gods in Lystra

				8 In Lystra a man without strength in his feet, lame from birth,do and who had never walked, sat 9 and heard Paul speaking. After observing him closely and seeing that he had faith to be healed, 10 Paul said in a loud voice,"Stand upright on your feet!" And he jumped up and started to walk around.

				11 When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they raised their voices, saying in the Lycaonian language,"The gods have come down to us in the form of men!"12 And they started to call Barnabas, Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the main speaker. 13 Then the priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the town, brought oxen and garlands to the gates. He, with the crowds, intended to offer sacrifice.

				14 The apostles Barnabas and Paul tore their robes when they heard this and rushed into the crowd, shouting:15 "Men! Why are you doing these things? We are men also, with the same nature as you, and we are proclaiming good news to you, that you should turn from these worthless things to the living God, who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and everything in them.dp16 In past generations He allowed all the nations to go their own way, 17 although He did not leave Himself without a witness, since He did what is good by giving you rain from heaven and fruitful seasons and satisfying your dq hearts with food and happiness." 18 Even though they said these things, they barely stopped the crowds from sacrificing to them.

				A Principle to Live By - Glorifying God

				[image: Getz1170.png]

				#26 Spiritual leaders must never allow people to honor them above God.

				It's understandable why the people in Lystra would think Paul and Barnabas were supernatural beings. As we've seen, Peter and John faced a similar response when they healed a man in Jerusalem (3:11). If it happened among Jewish people who believed in the one true God, it shouldn't surprise us that it happened among Gentiles who worshiped Greek gods. In Jerusalem, Peter quickly directed all the praise to God and Christ (3:12-16). In Lystra, Barnabas and Paul also clarified that they were mere men, and they too gave all the glory to God (14:15).  (Review Ac #6: Honoring God.)

				Today, there are people who are tempted to honor their leaders more than God. Unfortunately, some so-called spiritual leaders allow this to happen and even encourage it. 

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways have some spiritual leaders today abused the high and heavenly calling to be humble representatives of the Lord Jesus Christ? Why should this not surprise us? (See 2Tm 3:1-5.)

				

				19 Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and when they had won over the crowds and stoned Paul, they dragged him out of the city, thinking he was dead. 20 After the disciples surrounded him, he got up and went into the town. The next day he left with Barnabas for Derbe.

				

	

Church Planting

				21 After they had evangelized that town and made many disciples, they returned to Lystra, to Iconium, and to Antioch,22 strengthening thedr disciples by encouraging them to continue in the faith and by telling them,"It is necessary to pass through many troubles on our way into the kingdom of God."

				23 When they had appointed elders in every church and prayed with fasting, they committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed. 

				A Principle to Live By - Qualified Spiritual Leaders

				[image: Getz1171.png]

				#27 To lead people to become mature disciples of Jesus Christ, we must select and appoint qualified spiritual leaders in every local church.

				When Luke penned this succinct paragraph, he illustrated how Paul and Barnabas had carried out the Great Commission. They"made many disciples" as they ministered in Antioch, Lystra, Iconium, and Derbe (v. 21; cp. Mt 28:19). When these missionaries returned to these cities, they carried out the second important part of the Great Commission, teaching these disciples to live in the will of God (Mt 28:20). 

				To be assured that these Galatian believers would continue to mature in Christ, Paul and Barnabas also"appointed elders in every church" (Ac 14:23), which leads to a very significant question. Since the first missionary journey lasted only about three years, how could there be men who were mature enough to be the primary spiritual leaders in these local churches? 

				Even though these cities were populated primarily by pagans, there were many God-fearing Greeks and Jews living in these areas of the Roman world. One was Barnabas, who was now ministering with Paul proclaiming Christ first in the Jewish synagogues (13:14; 14:1). Other examples are Stephen, Philip, and the other five apostles' assistants (6:3-5). 

				When Paul and Barnabas returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, they would have found God-fearing Grecian men who, along with their wives and children, were growing rapidly in their Christian faith and were qualified to serve as spiritual leaders in these local churches.  (See 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity; Ti #3: Doctrine of Character.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does this Principle to Live By apply in cultures today where new converts have previously been greatly influenced by Judeo-Christian values? What if their backgrounds are purely pagan?

				

				24 Then they passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia. 25 After they spoke the message in Perga, they went down to Attalia. 26 From there they sailed back to Antioch where they had been entrusted to the grace of God for the work they had now completed. 27 After they arrived and gathered the church together, they reported everything God had done with them and that He had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. 28 And they spent a considerable timeds with the disciples.

				

	

Dispute in Antioch

				15 Some men came down from Judea and began to teach the brothers:"Unless you are circumcised according to the custom prescribed by Moses, you cannot be saved!" 2 But after Paul and Barnabas had engaged them in serious argument and debate, the church arranged for Paul and Barnabas and some others of them to go up to the apostles and elders in Jerusalem concerning this controversy. 3 When they had been sent on their way by the church, they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, explaining in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and they created great joy among all the brothers.

				4 When they arrived at Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church, the apostles, and the elders, and they reported all that God had done with them.5 But some of the believers from the party of the •Pharisees stood up and said,"It is necessary to circumcise them and to command them to keep the law of Moses!"

				

	

The Jerusalem Council

				6 Then the apostles and the elders assembled to consider this matter. 7 After there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them:"Brothers, you are aware that in the early days God made a choice among you, dt that by my mouth the Gentiles would hear the gospel message and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, testified to them by giving du the Holy Spirit, just as He also did to us. 9 He made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts by faith. 10 Now then, why are you testing God by putting a yoke on the disciples' necks that neither our ancestors nor we have been able to bear? 11 On the contrary, we believe we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus in the same way they are."  (Review Ac #19: The Sin of Prejudice.)

				12 Then the whole assembly fell silent and listened to Barnabas and Paul describing all the signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles. 13 After they stopped speaking, James responded:"Brothers, listen to me! 14 Simeon has reported how God first intervened to take from the Gentiles a people for His name. 15 And the words of the prophets agree with this, as it is written:

				

				16 After these things I will return

				and rebuild David's fallen tent.

				I will rebuild its ruins

				and set it up again,

				17 so the rest of humanity

				may seek the Lord —

				even all the Gentiles

				who are called by My name,

				declares the Lord who does these things,

				18 known from long ago. dv, dw  (See Is #34:God's Redemptive Plan.)

				

				19 Therefore, in my judgment, we should not cause difficulties for those among the Gentiles who turn to God, 20 but instead we should write to them to abstain from things polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from eating anything that has been strangled, and from blood. 21 For since ancient times, Moses has had those who proclaim him in every city, and every Sabbath day he is read aloud in the •synagogues."

				

	

The Letter to the Gentile Believers

				22 Then the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, decided to select men who were among them and to send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas: Judas, called Barsabbas, and Silas, both leading men among the brothers. 23 They wrote this letter to be delivered by them:dx

				

				From the apostles and the elders, your brothers,

				To the brothers among the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia:

				Greetings.

				24 Because we have heard that some without our authorization went out from us and troubled you with their words and unsettled your hearts, dy  25 we have unanimously decided to select men and send them to you along with our dearly loved Barnabas and Paul, 26 who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 Therefore we have sent Judas and Silas, who will personally report the same things by word of mouth.dz 28 For it was the Holy Spirit's decision — and ours — to put no greater burden on you than these necessary things: 29 that you abstain from food offered to idols, from blood, from eating anything that has been strangled, and from sexual immorality. You will do well if you keep yourselves from these things.

				Farewell.

				

	

The Outcome of the Jerusalem Letter

				30 Then, being sent off, they went down to Antioch, and after gathering the assembly, they delivered the letter. 31 When they read it, they rejoiced because of its encouragement. 32 Both Judas and Silas, who were also prophets themselves, encouraged the brothers and strengthened them with a long message.33 After spending some time there, they were sent back in peace by the •brothers to those who had sent them. ea, eb35 But Paul and Barnabas, along with many others, remained in Antioch teaching and proclaiming the message of the Lord.

				A Principle to Live By - Maintaining Sound Doctrine

				[image: Getz1172.png]

				#28 When any community of faith encounters false teachings, the spiritual leaders should make every effort to clarify biblical truth. 

				Being saved by grace through faith and not by works is one of the foundational teachings of Scripture. This great truth led Martin Luther and other reformers to launch the Protestant Reformation. In essence, we see the same issue being addressed in the first century. 

				Some Jewish Christians thought it was necessary to obey the law of Moses in order to be saved (vv. 1,5). The Jerusalem church called a meeting, at which there was"much debate" (v. 7). Then Peter, Paul, and Barnabas reported that God had given clear evidence of Gentile conversion by faith apart from the law (vv. 7-12). James then added scriptural support from the books of Amos and Isaiah (vv. 13-18) and offered a proposal."The apostles and the elders, with the whole church" agreed to carry out James's plan (v. 22).

				This scenario in Jerusalem focused on human responsibility to resolve a serious theological issue. The apostles and elders debated, heard reports, and engaged in tense dialogue. If they had not, the Christian movement could have faced its first serious division. Though God certainly could have intervened with direct revelation and confirmed it with miracles, He instead allowed these spiritual leaders to resolve the law-grace controversy based on what He had already revealed and verified.  (See Heb #3:A Great Salvation.)

				While Luke didn't mention it, prayer was very likely included in the meeting. That is why, in the end, they could say,"it was the Holy Spirit's decision—and ours" (v. 28).

				Reflection and Response

				When resolving theological issues today, how can we engage in intense human effort and yet rely on the Holy Spirit to guide these efforts? 

				

				



	

Paul and Barnabas Part Company

				36 After some time had passed, Paul said to Barnabas,"Let's go back and visit the brothers in every town where we have preached the message of the Lord and see how they're doing." 37 Barnabas wanted to take along John Mark.ec38 But Paul did not think it appropriate to take along this man who had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not gone on with them to the work. 39 There was such a sharp disagreement that they parted company, and Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed off to Cyprus. 40 Then Paul chose Silas and departed, after being commended to the grace of the Lord by the brothers.41 He traveled through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.

				A Principle to Live By - Balanced Convictions
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				#29 Though we are to have strong biblical convictions, we should attempt to keep these values in proper balance. 

				Who was right and who was wrong in this intense argument between Paul and Barnabas? Perhaps they were both right and yet wrong—at least in the way they resolved the issue. Paul was intensely motivated by the spiritual goals outlined by Jesus in the Great Commission. Barnabas, though committed to the same goals, was relationally driven by his concern for people. He wanted to give John Mark another chance, but Paul felt this young man would be a deterrent in"the work" (v. 38). 

				It appears Barnabas may have been more right. Just as he had believed in Paul when everyone in Jerusalem was skeptical (9:26-27), he also didn't want Mark to experience that kind of discouragement. In fact, his concerns for Mark were so intense that he was willing to separate from his close friend and missionary companion in order to mentor this young man. 

				Even if these men made some questionable judgments, God in His sovereignty used this separation to continue to spread the gospel. Furthermore, following what certainly was a very painful experience, Paul became more sensitive in his fervor to carry out the Great Commission, as seen in his relationship with Timothy. We also learn that Paul and John Mark were eventually reconciled (2Tm 4:11).

				Reflection and Response

				From both a biblical and a pragmatic point of view, how could Paul and Barnabas have resolved this conflict more amicably? 

				

				

	

Paul Selects Timothy

				16 Then he went on to Derbe and Lystra, where there was a disciple named Timothy, the son of a believing Jewish woman, but his father was a Greek. 2 The •brothers at Lystra and Iconium spoke highly of him.3 Paul wanted Timothyed to go with him, so he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those places, since they all knew that his father was a Greek. 4 As they traveled through the towns, they delivered the decisions reached by the apostles and elders at Jerusalem for them to observe. 5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith and increased in number daily.

				A Principle to Live By - A Good Reputation
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				#30 When we are selecting spiritual leaders, we should look for individuals whom people trust. 

				As the story of church planting continues in Luke's historical narrative, we are introduced to a very important leadership quality. Paul selected Timothy to be his missionary companion because of his excellent reputation both in his home town of Lystra and in the neighboring city of Iconium."The brothers"—perhaps the elders Paul and Barnabas had appointed on the first journey—"spoke highly of him" (v. 2; see also 14:21-23). (Review Ac #27: Qualified Spiritual Leaders.)

				We will see that a"good reputation" is a comprehensive quality. Paul wrote that spiritual 
leaders are to be"above reproach" (1Tm 3:2) or"blameless" (Ti 1:6). He then outlined a number of specific qualities that build a good reputation.  (See 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity.)

				Reflection and Response

				What specific things do you think these brothers may have been saying about Timothy? (See 2Tm 1:3-5; 3:14-17.)

				

				

	

Evangelization of Europe

				6 They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia and were prevented by the Holy Spirit from speaking the message in •Asia. 7 When they came to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. 8 So, bypassing Mysia, they came down to Troas. 9 During the night a vision appeared to Paul: A Macedonian man was standing and pleading with him,"Cross over to Macedonia and help us!"10 After he had seen the vision, we immediately made efforts to set out for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to evangelize them.

				

	

Lydia's Conversion

				11 Then, setting sail from Troas, we ran a straight course to Samothrace, the next day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, a Roman colony, which is a leading city of that district of Macedonia. We stayed in that city for a number of days. 13 On the Sabbath day we went outside the city gate by the river, where we thought there was a place of prayer. We sat down and spoke to the women gathered there. 14 A woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God, was listening. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was spoken by Paul.15 After she and her household were baptized, she urged us,"If you consider me a believer in the Lord, come and stay at my house." And she persuaded us.

				

	

Paul and Silas in Prison

				16 Once, as we were on our way to prayer, a •slave girl met us who had a spirit of prediction.ee She made a large profit for her owners by fortune-telling. 17 As she followed Paul and us she cried out,"These men, who are proclaiming to you ef the way of salvation, are the slaves of the Most High God." 18 And she did this for many days.

				But Paul was greatly aggravated and turning to the spirit, said,"I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her!" And it came out right away.eg

				19 When her owners saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to the authorities. 20 Bringing them before the chief magistrates, they said,"These men are seriously disturbing our city. They are Jews 21 and are promoting customs that are not legal for us as Romans to adopt or practice."

				22 Then the mob joined in the attack against them, and the chief magistrates stripped off their clothes and ordered them to be beaten with rods. 23 After they had inflicted many blows on them, they threw them in jail, ordering the jailer to keep them securely guarded. 24 Receiving such an order, he put them into the inner prison and secured their feet in the stocks.

				

	

A Midnight Deliverance

				25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.  (See Ps #56:Praising God in Difficult Circumstances.)

				26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the jail were shaken, and immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone’s chains came loose. 27 When the jailer woke up and saw the doors of the prison open, he drew his sword and was going to kill himself, since he thought the prisoners had escaped.

				28 But Paul called out in a loud voice,"Don't harm yourself, because all of us are here!"

				29 Then the jailer called for lights, rushed in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he escorted them out and said,"Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"

				31 So they said,"Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved — you and your household." 32 Then they spoke the message of the Lord to him along with everyone in his house. 33 He took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds. Right away he and all his family were baptized. 34 He brought them into his house, set a meal before them, and rejoiced because he had believed God with his entire household.

				A Principle to Live By - Unity with Diversity
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				#31 Regardless of our diverse backgrounds, we are to become a unified family of believers. 

				On this second missionary journey, Paul's major purpose was to strengthen the churches he and Barnabas had planted on the first missionary journey. However, the Holy Spirit directed them northwest until they reached the city of Troas where they received the Macedonian call—to evangelize and plant churches in what eventually became the European continent (16:9-10).

				It was here that Luke joined the missionary team, which we know by his use of the plural pronoun"we" (v. 11). He chose to document three remarkable conversion stories that demonstrate the power of the gospel to create a unified family of believers from diverse backgrounds—religiously, socially, economically, and psychologically. 

				Lydia was a well-to-do Gentile immigrant from Thyatira. Evidently a single mother, she was an astute businesswoman (vv. 11-15). The unnamed slave girl was demon-possessed and totally dependent on the selfish and depraved men who owned her. As a single woman, she was the poorest of the poor and a pitiful sight indeed (vv. 16-18). The Philippian jailer was a Roman citizen who may have been a retired, tough-minded soldier now managing the local prison. Like Lydia, his whole household responded to the gospel and were saved (vv. 25-31). 

				These conversions represent the initial core of the church in Philippi. In spite of their diverse backgrounds, they began to worship and serve Jesus Christ as one spiritual body. Though Paul later challenged this community of faith to imitate Christ's unselfishness, humility, and self-sacrifice, they became one of the most dynamic churches in the New Testament world.  (See Php #6:Imitating Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				What is the main key to developing unity in a church, regardless of diverse backgrounds? How have you seen Satan attempt to destroy this unity?  (See Jn #27:A Servant's Heart.)

				

				

	

An Official Apology

				35 When daylight came, the chief magistrates sent the police to say,"Release those men!"

				36 The jailer reported these words to Paul:"The magistrates have sent orders for you to be released. So come out now and go in peace."

				37 But Paul said to them,"They beat us in public without a trial, although we are Roman citizens, and threw us in jail. And now are they going to smuggle us out secretly? Certainly not! On the contrary, let them come themselves and escort us out!"

				38 Then the police reported these words to the magistrates. They were afraid when they heard that Paul and Silas were Roman citizens. 39 So they came and apologized to them, and escorting them out, they urged them to leave town. 40 After leaving the jail, they came to Lydia's house where they saw and encouraged the brothers, and departed.

				

	

A Short Ministry in Thessalonica

				17 Then they traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia and came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish •synagogue. 2 As usual, Paul went to the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days reasoned with them from the Scriptures,3 explaining and showing that the •Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead:"This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Messiah."4 Then some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, including a great number of God-fearing Greeks, as well as a numbereh of the leading women.

				

	

Riot in the City

				5 But the Jews became jealous, and they brought together some scoundrels from the marketplace, formed a mob, and started a riot in the city. Attacking Jason's house, they searched for them to bring them out to the public assembly. 6 When they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some of the •brothers before the city officials, shouting,"These men who have turned the world upside down have come here too, 7 and Jason has received them as guests! They are all acting contrary to Caesar's decrees, saying that there is another king — Jesus!" 8 The Jews stirred up the crowd and the city officials who heard these things. 9 So taking a security bond from Jason and the others, they released them.  (Review Ac #7: Openness and Honesty.)

				

	

The Bereans Search the Scriptures

				10 As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas off to Berea. On arrival, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. 11 The people here were more open-minded than those in Thessalonica, since they welcomed the message with eagerness and examined the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. 12 Consequently, many of them believed, including a number of the prominent Greek women as well as men. 

				A Principle to Live By - Cultural Adaptation

				[image: Getz1176.png]

				#32 To present the gospel adequately, we must use the Scriptures as our final authority while adapting our methodology to various cultural situations.

				In Philippi, Paul and his companions had spoken to women by the river outside the city (16:13) and had made use of miraculous signs (16:18,26). When Paul's missionary team arrived in Thessalonica, they entered the Jewish synagogue, which indicates that there was a substantial Jewish population in this city. So Paul adapted his methodology in presenting the gospel. He"reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and showing that the Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead" (17:2-3). 

				Back in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, when Peter preached a message from the Old Testament and called God-fearing Jews to repentance, he could assume that many who were listening had actually encountered Christ personally or had at least heard about His ministry. Furthermore, many Jews in the capital city had an understanding of the messianic promises in the Old Testament. Not so with the Jews far off in Thessalonica and Berea, which helps explain Paul's interactive approach in searching and explaining the Scriptures. 

				This was Paul's ministry philosophy:"I have become all things to all people, so that I may by every possible means save some" (1Co 9:22b).  (See 1Co #21:Freedom in Form.)

				When Paul and Silas left Thessalonica to travel to Berea, we see these missionaries using the same methodology. However, the Berean Jews were far more open-minded—perhaps having heard what was already happening in Thessalonica. In fact, they"examined the Scriptures daily" to determine if Jesus really was the promised Messiah (Ac 17:11). Again, the Holy Spirit used the power of the Word of God in an interactive setting to bring many Jews and Gentiles to saving faith. 

				Reflection and Response

				Though Luke referred to an initial three-week period in Thessalonica (Ac 17:2), why can we assume that these missionaries spent a number of months in this city before they traveled on to Berea? (See 1Th 2:7,11-12.) What does Paul's use of the mother-father model teach us about helping new believers mature in their faith?

				

				13 But when the Jews from Thessalonica found out that God's message had been proclaimed by Paul at Berea, they came there too, agitating and disturbing ei the crowds. 14 Then the brothers immediately sent Paul away to go to the sea, but Silas and Timothy stayed on there. 15 Those who escorted Paul brought him as far as Athens, and after receiving instructions for Silas and Timothy to come to him as quickly as possible, they departed.

				

	

Paul in Athens

				16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, his spirit was troubled within him when he saw that the city was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and with those who worshiped God and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there.18 Then also, some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers argued with him. Some said,"What is this pseudo-intellectualej trying to say?"

				Others replied,"He seems to be a preacher of foreign deities" — because he was telling the good news about Jesus and the Resurrection.

				19 They took him and brought him to the Areopagus,ek and said,"May we learn about this new teaching you're speaking of? 20 For what you say sounds strange to us, and we want to know what these ideas mean." 21 Now all the Athenians and the foreigners residing there spent their time on nothing else but telling or hearing something new.

				

	

The Areopagus Address

				22 Then Paul stood in the middle of the Areopagus and said:"Men of Athens! I see that you are extremely religious in every respect. 23 For as I was passing through and observing the objects of your worship, I even found an altar on which was inscribed:

				

				TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.

				Therefore, what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and everything in it — He is Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in shrines made by hands.  (See Ps #136:A Living Temple) 25 Neither is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives everyone life and breath and all things. 26 From one man el He has made every nationality to live over the whole earth and has determined their appointed times and the boundaries of where they live. 27 He did this so they might seek God, and perhaps they might reach out and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us. 28 For in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, 'For we are also His off spring.' 29 Being God's off spring then, we shouldn't think that the divine nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image fashioned by human art and imagination.

				30 "Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, God now commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because He has set a day when He is going to judge the world in righteousness by the Man He has appointed. He has provided proof of this to everyone by raising Him from the dead."

				32 When they heard about resurrection of the dead, some began to ridicule him. But others said,"We'd like to hear from you again about this." 33 Then Paul left their presence. 34 However, some men joined him and believed, including Dionysius the Areopagite, a woman named Damaris, and others with them.

				A Principle to Live By - Concern and Compassion

				[image: Getz1177.png]

				#33 As Christ-followers who are living in a world contaminated by idolatrous activities, we must never lose our sense of grief and compassion.

				Visiting Athens was a traumatic experience for Paul. Walking through the city"his spirit was troubled within him" (v. 16). He was deeply saddened by their idolatry and their ignorance regarding the one true God and His Son, Jesus Christ (v. 23). Perhaps God's own words recorded by Isaiah burned in Paul's soul:"I am Yahweh, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another" (Is 42:8). Or perhaps he thought of God's exhortation to Jeremiah:"You are to say this to them: The gods that did not make the heavens and the earth will perish from the earth and from under these heavens" (Jr 10:11). 

				Paul proceeded to communicate the"good news about Jesus and the Resurrection" in"the synagogue with the Jews" and daily"in the marketplace" (Ac 17:17-18). He also accepted an invitation to address the intelligentsia on Mars Hill, the Areopagus (vv. 19-21). 

				Though the numerical results seem minimal in terms of conversions to Christ, Paul's message reached some very influential people. Luke identified two converts—Dionysius and Damaris—a man and woman who were probably well-known in Athens (v. 34). 

				Reflection and Response

				How can we express concern and compassion toward those who are deeply involved in idolatry in our own culture without allowing ourselves to participate in their godless activities?

				

				

	

 Founding the Corinthian Church

				18 After this, he em left Athens and went to Corinth,2 where he found a Jewish man named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. Paul came to them, 3 and being of the same occupation, stayed with them and worked, for they were tentmakersen by trade.4 He reasoned in the •synagogue every Sabbath and tried to persuade both Jews and Greeks.

				5 When Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul was occupied with preaching the message eo and solemnly testified to the Jews that Jesus is the •Messiah. 6 But when they resisted and blasphemed, he shook his robe and told them,"Your blood is on your own heads! I am innocent.ep From now on I will go to the Gentiles." 7 So he left there and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God, whose house was next door to the synagogue. 8 Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed the Lord, along with his whole household. Many of the Corinthians, when they heard, believed and were baptized.

				9 Then the Lord said to Paul in a night vision,"Don't be afraid, but keep on speaking and don't be silent. 10 For I am with you, and no one will lay a hand on you to hurt you, because I have many people in this city." 11 And he stayed there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.  (See 1Co #5: God's Power.)

				12 While Gallio was •proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united attack against Paul and brought him to the judge's bench. 13 "This man," they said,"persuades people to worship God contrary to the law!"

				14 As Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said 
to the Jews,"If it were a matter of a crime or of moral evil, it would be reasonable for me to put up with you Jews. 15 But if these are questions about words, names, and your own law, see to it yourselves. I don't want 
to be a judge of such things." 16 So he drove them 
from the judge's bench. 17 Then they all eq seized Sosthenes, the leader of the synagogue, and beat him in front of the judge's bench. But none of these things concerned Gallio.

				

	

The Return Trip to Antioch

				18 So Paul, having stayed on for many days, said good-bye to the •brothers and sailed away to Syria. Priscilla and Aquila were with him. He shaved his head at Cenchreae because he had taken a vow.19 When they reached Ephesus he left them there, but he himself entered the synagogue and engaged in discussion wither the Jews. 20 And though they asked him to stay for a longer time, he declined, 21 but he said good-bye and stated, es"I'll come back to you again, if God wills." Then he set sail from Ephesus.

				22 On landing at Caesarea, he went up and greeted the church and went down to Antioch. 23 And after spending some time there, he set out, traveling through one place after another in the Galatian territory and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples.

				

	

The Eloquent Apollos

				24 A Jew named Apollos, a native Alexandrian, an eloquent man who was powerful in the use of the Scriptures, arrived in Ephesus. 25 This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit,et he spoke and taught the things about Jesus accurately, although he knew only John's baptism.26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. After Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him homeeu and explained the way of God to him more accurately.27 When he wanted to cross over to Achaia, the brothers wrote to the disciples urging them to welcome him. After he arrived, he greatly helped those who had believed through grace.28 For he vigorously refuted the Jews in public, demonstrating through the Scriptures that Jesus is the Messiah.

				A Principle to Live By - Serving Together

				[image: Getz1178.png]

				#34 Spiritual leaders should encourage husband and wife teams to look for unique ministry opportunities.

				When reporting on Paul's ministry in the city of Corinth, Luke focused on a dynamic couple named Aquila and Priscilla. They had been residents of Rome but had to leave because the Emperor Claudius ordered all Jews to leave the city. They settled in Corinth, where they met Paul. Needing to care for his own physical needs, Paul initially spent weekdays working with them in the tentmaking business, while witnessing in the synagogue on Sabbath days (vv. 1-4).

				At some point in time, before or after meeting Paul, Aquila and Priscilla became believers. During the 18 months Paul ministered in this very pagan and immoral city, a deep spiritual bond developed between him and this couple. When Paul left Corinth, they decided to travel with him as far as Ephesus and to become more directly involved in the ministry. Paul, however, stayed only a short time in Ephesus (v. 20). 

				Aquila and Priscilla continued to be a witness in Ephesus. It was there they met Apollos, a highly educated Jewish believer who was confused about Christian baptism. They invited him to their home and"explained the way of God to him more accurately" (v. 26). As a result, he returned to Corinth and became a dynamic evangelist and teacher.  (See Pr #1:Teachability.)

				When the persecution subsided in Rome, Aquila and Priscilla returned and opened their home as a meeting place for the church. Paul has given us impressive insights into this couple's Christian character and pervasive ministry: 

				Give my greetings to Prisca and Aquila, my coworkers in Christ Jesus, who risked their own necks for my life. Not only do I thank them, but so do all the Gentile churches. Greet also the church that meets in their home. (Rm 16:3-5a) 

				Reflection and Response

				In what creative ways can husbands and wives become Aquila/Priscilla teams, regardless of their cultural situation?

				

				

	

Twelve Disciples of John the Baptist

				19 While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul traveled through the interior regions and came to Ephesus. He found some disciples 2 and asked them,"Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?"

				"No," they told him,"we haven't even heard that there is a Holy Spirit."

				3 "Then what baptism were you baptized with?" he asked them.

				"With John's baptism," they replied.

				4 Paul said,"John baptized with a baptism of repentance, telling the people that they should believe in the One who would come after him, that is, in Jesus."

				5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began to speak in other •languages and to prophesy. 7 Now there were about 12 men in all.  (Review Ac #3: Miraculous Events.)

				

	

In the Lecture Hall of Tyrannus

				8 Then he entered the •synagogue and spoke boldly over a period of three months, engaging in discussion and trying to persuade them about the things of the kingdom of God.9 But when some became hardened and would not believe, slandering the Way in front of the crowd, he withdrew from them and met separately with the disciples, conducting discussions every day in the lecture hall of Tyrannus.10 And this went on for two years, so that all the inhabitants of •Asia, both Jews and Greeks, heard the message about the Lord.

				A Principle to Live By - In-Depth Evangelism
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				#35 In developing a church-planting strategy, we should help people understand the redemptive message as it unfolds in the total biblical story.

				This is a very important principle, whether communicating with people who have a superficial exposure to the Bible or with those who are illiterate in terms of Christianity. This principle describes Paul's approach, whether witnessing to religious Jews or Gentile pagans.

				In Thessalonica, he entered the Jewish synagogue and"reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and showing that the Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead" (17:2-3). In Berea, the Jews"examined the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so" (17:11). In Corinth, Paul"reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath and tried to persuade both Jews and Greeks" (18:4). Here in Ephesus, Paul engaged in the same process, seeing an opportunity to reach Asia with the gospel. Consequently, he conducted"discussions every day in the lecture hall of Tyrannus" (19:9). 

				Over a two-year period, God blessed Paul's efforts at in-depth Scripture teaching. Since people came to Ephesus from all over Asia to shop, frequent the baths and brothels, attend the games in the stadium, watch a drama in the theater, or worship the goddess Diana,"both Jews and Greeks, heard the message about the Lord" (v. 10). The Holy Spirit used this dynamic process, and many became authentic believers, returned to their cities, and established churches throughout this province. In fact, the seven churches of Asia mentioned in the book of Revelation may have come into existence because of Paul's in-depth ministry in Ephesus.  (See Rv #2:Leadership Responsibilities.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important for people to have a clear understanding of Scripture in order to make a sincere and valid confession of faith?  (See Mk #6:Being Faithful Witnesses.)

				

				

	

Demonism Defeated at Ephesus

				11 God was performing extraordinary miracles by Paul's hands, 12 so that even facecloths or work apronsev that had touched his skin were brought to the sick, and the diseases left them, and the evil spirits came out of them.

				13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists attempted to pronounce the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying,"I command you by the Jesus that Paul preaches!" 14 Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish •chief priest, were doing this. 15 The evil spirit answered them,"I know Jesus, and I recognize Paul — but who are you?" 16 Then the man who had the evil spirit leaped on them, overpowered them all, and prevailed against them, so that they ran out of that house naked and wounded. 17 This became known to everyone who lived in Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks. Then fear fell on all of them, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. 18 And many who had become believers came confessing and disclosing their practices, 19 while many of those who had practiced magic collected their books and burned them in front of everyone. So they calculated their value and found it to be 50,000 pieces of silver. 20 In this way the Lord's message flourished and prevailed.

				

	

The Riot in Ephesus

				21 When these events were over, Paul resolved in the Spirit to pass through Macedonia and Achaia and go to Jerusalem."After I've been there," he said,"I must see Rome as well!" 22 So after sending two of those who assisted him, Timothy and Erastus, to Macedonia, he himself stayed in Asia for a while.

				23 During that time there was a majorew disturbance about the Way.24 For a person named Demetrius, a silversmith who made silver shrines of Artemis, provided a great deal ofex business for the craftsmen. 25 When he had assembled them, as well as the workers engaged in this type of business, he said:"Men, you know that our prosperity is derived from this business. 26 You both see and hear that not only in Ephesus, but in almost all of Asia, this man Paul has persuaded and misled a considerable number of people by saying that gods made by hand are not gods!27 So not only do we run a risk that our business may be discredited, but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis may be despised and her magnificence come to the verge of ruin — the very one all of Asia and the world adore."

				28 When they had heard this, they were filled with rage and began to cry out,"Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!" 29 So the city was filled with confusion, and they rushed all together into the amphitheater, dragging along Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians who were Paul's traveling companions. 30 Though Paul wanted to go in before the people, the disciples did not let him. 31 Even some of the provincial officials of Asia, who were his friends, sent word to him, pleading with him not to take a chance by goingey into the amphitheater. 32 Meanwhile, some were shouting one thing and some another, because the assembly was in confusion, and most of them did not know why they had come together. 33 Then some of the crowd gave Alexander advice when the Jews pushed him to the front. So motioning with his hand, Alexander wanted to make his defense to the people. 34 But when they recognized that he was a Jew, a united cry went up from all of them for about two hours:"Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!"

				35 However, when the city clerk had calmed the crowd down, he said,"Men of Ephesus! What man is there who doesn't know that the city of the Ephesians is the temple guardian of the great ez Artemis, and of the image that fell from heaven? 36 Therefore, since these things are undeniable, you must keep calm and not do anything rash. 37 For you have brought these men here who are not temple robbers or blasphemers of our fa goddess. 38 So if Demetrius and the craftsmen who are with him have a case against anyone, the courts are in session, and there are •proconsuls. Let them bring charges against one another. 39 But if you want something else, it must be decided in a legal assembly. 40 In fact, we run a risk of being charged with rioting for what happened today, since there is no •justification that we can give as a reason for this disorderly gathering." 41 After saying this, he dismissed the assembly.

				A Principle to Live By - Pagan Resentment

				[image: Getz1180.png]

				#36 When the gospel of Jesus Christ penetrates a community dominated by evil, Christians should expect persecution. 

				Though the specific events surrounding Paul's ministry in Ephesus were certainly exceptional and far removed from most of our experiences, one factor remains the same in any culture of the world: when the biblical message negatively affects an unscrupulous person's financial resources, we can expect retaliation based on deceit and deception. 

				We see this illustrated in a dramatic and sinister way in Ephesus when a multitude of people became Christ-followers. Imagine the economic impact when thousands of people gave up their idolatrous worship of Diana, stopped buying silver shrines, and burned their costly demonic books. If Paul had attempted to confront Demetrius and the angry merchants, he could have lost his life. 

				Reflection and Response

				In our particular cultural situations, what are some of the ways Christian values may bring persecution from those who resent the power of the gospel to change lives? 

				

				

	

Paul in Macedonia

				20 After the uproar was over, Paul sent for the disciples, encouraged them, and after saying good-bye, departed to go to Macedonia. 2 And when he had passed through those areas and exhorted them at length, he came to Greece 3 and stayed three months. When he was about to set sail for Syria, a plot was devised against him by the Jews, so a decision was made to go back through Macedonia. 4 He was accompanied fb by Sopater son of Pyrrhus fc from Berea, Aristarchus and Secundus from Thessalonica, Gaius from Derbe, Timothy, and Tychicus and Trophimus from •Asia. 5 These men went on ahead and waited for us in Troas,6 but we sailed away from Philippi after the days of •Unleavened Bread. In five days we reached them at Troas, where we spent seven days.

				A Principle to Live By - A Supportive Team
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				#37 To serve God effectively, we should develop a supportive team. 

				For a period of time, Paul's team expanded to at least nine men, counting Luke and Paul himself. Representing various regions, most of them were probably converted to Christ because of Paul's ministry on his various mission trips. How encouraging this must have been to Paul, especially since he had just escaped from a Jewish plot in Achaia (v. 3). 

				In his own spiritual journey, Paul had discovered the value of fellowship and close relationships. Perhaps he first learned this important principle from Barnabas who, without question, had a strong relational orientation. These men had become close friends and companions. Probably traveling alone from Antioch to Lystra on his second journey, Paul would have had plenty of time to reflect on their separation. Paul made a fresh start, however, when Silas and Timothy joined him on this second journey and this expanded team became his faithful supporters and encouragers.  (Review Ac #29: Balanced Convictions.)

				In many respects, Paul followed Christ's model in equipping the twelve men He called apostles. Though they were often carnal and self-centered during their years of preparation, Jesus' prayer for unity and oneness in their lives was answered following the coming of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the church. They were literally willing to give their lives for Jesus Christ and one another (12:1-2).  (See 1Jn #10:Loving as Christ Loved.)

				Reflection and Response

				Following both Jesus' model as well as Paul's, how can we develop a strong, unified leadership team?  (See Mt #37:Equipping Leaders.)

				

				

	

Eutychus Revived at Troas

				7 On the first day of the week, we fd assembled to break bread. Paul spoke to them, and since he was about to depart the next day, he extended his message until midnight. 8 There were many lamps in the room upstairs where we were assembled, 9 and a young man named Eutychus was sitting on a window sill and sank into a deep sleep as Paul kept on speaking. When he was overcome by sleep, he fell down from the third story and was picked up dead. 10 But Paul went down, fell on him, embraced him, and said,"Don't be alarmed, for his •life is in him!" 11 After going upstairs, breaking the bread, and eating, Paul conversed a considerable time until dawn. Then he left. 12 They brought the boy home alive and were greatly comforted.

				A Principle to Live By - The Communion Experience
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				#38 When we gather together to worship God and to encourage one another, we should plan times to remember Christ's suffering on the cross. 

				When we read this account, we often focus on Eutychus, the young man that Paul raised from the dead. However, there is a very important principle that comes from the larger context. We are to continue to remember the Lord's broken body and shed blood. Jesus introduced the disciples to this experience at the Passover meal in Jerusalem.  (See Lk #46:The Lord's Supper.)

				When Paul and his missionary team reached Troas, they met with the believers and experienced together what we have come to call"the Lord's Supper." They ate a meal together (Ac 20:11), similar to what happened in Jerusalem after the church was born (2:46). What was a rather complex Passover meal in Judaism became a simple communal meal in the church. Since they met in homes, it was natural to engage in this experience. 

				In the early days of the church, this practice was called an"agape meal" or love feast (Jd 12; cp. 2Pt 2:13). Paul had to exhort the Corinthians because some were actually overeating and drinking to excess, obviously forgetting the primary purpose of this meal, which was to remember the death of Jesus Christ as they fellowshiped with one another (1Co 11:20-21).  (See 1Co #24:Avoiding Favoritism.)

				Eventually, this actual supper was changed, particularly when Christians began to meet in special buildings rather than their homes. The agape meal was reduced to a token meal, using various forms of the bread and the wine. Even to this day, however, many still call this experience the Lord's Supper. 

				Reflection and Response

				In what creative ways can we include a meal and make the bread and cup a meaningful part of this total experience, just as Paul and his companions did when they met with the church in Troas? What are some of the values for remembering the Lord in the context of eating a meal together?

				

				

	

From Troas to Miletus

				13 Then we went on ahead to the ship and sailed for Assos, intending to take Paul on board there. For these were his instructions, since he himself was going by land. 14 When he met us at Assos, we took him on board and came to Mitylene. 15 Sailing from there, the next day we arrived off Chios. The following day we crossed over to Samos, and fe the day after, we came to Miletus. 16 For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus so he would not have to spend time in Asia, because he was hurrying to be in Jerusalem, if possible, for the day of Pentecost.

				

	

Farewell Address to the Ephesian Elders

				17 Now from Miletus, he sent to Ephesus and called for the elders of the church. 18 And when they came to him, he said to them:"You know, from the first day I set foot in Asia, how I was with you the whole time — 19 serving the Lord with all humility, with tears, and with the trials that came to me through the plots of the Jews — 20 and that I did not shrink back from proclaiming to you anything that was profitable or from teaching it to you in public and from house to house. 21 I testified to both Jews and Greeks about repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus.

				22 "And now I am on my way to Jerusalem, bound in my spirit,ff not knowing what I will encounter there, 23 except that in town after town the Holy Spirit testifies to me that chains and afflictions are waiting for me. 24 But I count my life of no value to myself, so that I may finish my course fg and the ministry I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of God's grace.

				25 "And now I know that none of you will ever see my face again — everyone I went about preaching the kingdom to. 26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocentfh of everyone's blood, 27 for I did not shrink back from declaring to you the whole plan of God. 28 Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock that the Holy Spirit has appointed you to as •overseers, to shepherd the church of God, fi which He purchased with His own blood. 29 I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 And men will rise up from your own number with deviant doctrines to lure the disciples into following them. 31 Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for three years I did not stop warning each one of you with tears.  (See Neh #7:Courageous Leadership.)

				32 "And now fj I commit you to God and to the message of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you an inheritance among all who are •sanctified. 33 I have not coveted anyone's silver or gold or clothing. 34 You yourselves know that these hands have provided for my needs and for those who were with me. 35 In every way I've shown you that by laboring like this, it is necessary to help the weak and to keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, for He said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'"

				36 After he said this, he knelt down and prayed with all of them.37 There was a great deal of weeping by everyone. They embraced Paul and kissed him, 38 grieving most of all over his statement that they would never see his face again. Then they escorted him to the ship.

				A Principle to Live By - Relationships with One Another
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				#39 Spiritual leaders are to develop deep, lasting, and loyal relationships with one another. 

				Paul's farewell address to the spiritual shepherds in the church in Ephesus is perhaps one of the most touching and emotional scenes recorded by Luke. He was an eyewitness as Paul poured out his heart to these men. It's obvious that this dedicated missionary had a deep and enduring relationship with these spiritual leaders. 

				It is not accidental that Paul later wrote more about the importance of relationships than any other New Testament writer—not only among leaders but among all believers. He used the Greek term allelon 40 times, most often translated"one another." For example, in his letter to the Romans, he penned this concept eight times as he developed the importance of having close relationships within the body of Christ:

				
						"We who are many are one body in Christ and individually members of one another" (Rm 12:5).

						We are to"show family affection to one another with brotherly love" (Rm 12:10a). 

						We are to"outdo one another in showing honor" (Rm 12:10b).

						We are to agree"with one another" (Rm 12:16).

						We are not to"owe anyone anything, except to love one another" (Rm 13:8).

						We are to"accept one another" (Rm 15:7).

						We are to"instruct one another" (Rm 15:14).

						We are to"greet one another" (Rm 16:16).

				

				Reflection and Response

				What steps can we take to practice these"one another" exhortations not only within our leadership team but among all believers in our local churches?

				

				

	

Warnings on the Journey to Jerusalem

				21 After we tore ourselves away from them and set sail, we came by a direct route to Cos, the next day to Rhodes, and from there to Patara. 2 Finding a ship crossing over to Phoenicia, we boarded and set sail. 3 After we sighted Cyprus, leaving it on the left, we sailed on to Syria and arrived at Tyre, because the ship was to unload its cargo there. 4 So we found some disciples and stayed there seven days. Through the Spirit they told Paul not to go to Jerusalem. 5 When our days there were over, we left to continue our journey, while all of them, with their wives and children, escorted us out of the city. After kneeling down on the beach to pray, 6 we said good-bye to one another. Then we boarded the ship, and they returned home.

				7 When we completed our voyage from Tyre, we reached Ptolemais, where we greeted the •brothers and stayed with them one day. 8 The next day we left and came to Caesarea, where we entered the house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the Seven, and stayed with him. 9 This man had four virgin daughters who prophesied.  (Review Ac #16: Biblical Evidence.)

				10 While we were staying there many days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. 11 He came to us, took Paul's belt, tied his own feet and hands, and said,"This is what the Holy Spirit says: 'In this way the Jews in Jerusalem will bind the man who owns this belt and deliver him into Gentile hands.'" 12 When we heard this, both we and the local people begged him not to go up to Jerusalem.

				13 Then Paul replied,"What are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to be bound but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus."

				14 Since he would not be persuaded, we stopped talking and simply said,"The Lord's will be done!"

				A Principle to Live By - God's Will

				[image: Getz1184.png]

				#40 As Christ-followers, we are to be committed to living in God's will regardless of our circumstances.

				It may appear that the Lord was sending mixed messages regarding Paul's trip to Jerusalem. Paul testified that the Holy Spirit was specifically directing him to go to Jerusalem (19:21; 20:22-24). However, the Holy Spirit revealed to other believers the persecutions he would face and they tried to persuade Paul not to go (21:4,10-12). 

				This tension can be resolved when we understand that from a divine point of view, Paul understood God's will. However, when various believers heard prophetic messages regarding what lay ahead for Paul, in their humanness they did not want their friend and mentor to experience this kind of persecution. But in the end, they realized that God's plan for Paul took precedence over their own personal preferences (v. 14). 

				Paul's calling as an apostle to the Gentiles was unique. Not only did he encounter the Lord Jesus Christ on the road to Damascus, but throughout his ministry God often revealed His will through direct revelation (9:15-16; 13:1-3). For the great majority of us as believers, God's will has been revealed in Scripture. As Paul wrote to Timothy,

				All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness. (2Tm 3:16; see also Rm 12:1-2.)  (See 2Tm #8:Standing Firm on Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the consequences for all dedicated believers who are determined to live in God's will?  (See Dn #9:Living without Compromise.)

				

				

	

Conflict over the Gentile Mission

				15 After these days we got ready and went up to Jerusalem. 16 Some of the disciples from Caesarea also went with us and brought us to Mnason, a Cypriot and an early disciple, with whom we were to stay.

				17 When we reached Jerusalem, the brothers welcomed us gladly. 18 The following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were present. 19 After greeting them, he related in detail what God did among the Gentiles through his ministry.

				20 When they heard it, they glorified God and said,"You see, brother, how many thousands of Jews there are who have believed, and they are all zealous for the law. 21 But they have been told about you that you teach all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to abandon Moses, by telling them not to circumcise their children or to walk in our customs. 22 So what is to be done? fk They will certainly hear that you've come. 23 Therefore do what we tell you: We have four men who have obligated themselves with a vow. 24 Take these men, purify yourself along with them, and pay for them to get their heads shaved. Then everyone will know that what they were told about you amounts to nothing, but that you yourself are also careful about observing the law. 25 With regard to the Gentiles who have believed, we have written a letter containing our decision that fl they should keep themselves from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from what is strangled, and from sexual immorality."  (See 1Co #21:Freedom in Form.)

				

	

The Riot in the Temple Complex

				26 Then the next day, Paul took the men, having purified himself along with them, and entered the temple, announcing the completion of the purification days when the offering for each of them would be made. 27 As the seven days were about to end, the Jews from •Asia saw him in the •temple complex, stirred up the whole crowd, and seized him, 28 shouting,"Men of Israel, help! This is the man who teaches everyone everywhere against our people, our law, and this place. What's more, he also brought Greeks into the temple and has profaned this holy place." 29 For they had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian in the city with him, and they supposed that Paul had brought him into the temple complex.

				30 The whole city was stirred up, and the people rushed together. They seized Paul, dragged him out of the temple complex, and at once the gates were shut.31 As they were trying to kill him, word went up to the commander of the •regiment that all Jerusalem was in chaos. 32 Taking along soldiers and •centurions, he immediately ran down to them. Seeing the commander and the soldiers, they stopped beating Paul. 33 Then the commander came up, took him into custody, and ordered him to be bound with two chains. He asked who he was and what he had done. 34 Some in the mob were shouting one thing and some another. Since he was not able to get reliable information because of the uproar, he ordered him to be taken into the barracks.35 When Paul got to the steps, he had to be carried by the soldiers because of the mob's violence, 36 for the mass of people followed, yelling,"Take him away!"

				

	

Paul's Defense before the Jerusalem Mob

				37 As he was about to be brought into the barracks, Paul said to the commander,"Am I allowed to say something to you?"

				He replied,"Do you know Greek? 38 Aren't you the Egyptian who raised a rebellion some time ago and led 4,000 Assassinsfm into the wilderness?"

				39 Paul said,"I am a Jewish man from Tarsus of Cilicia, a citizen of an important city.fn Now I ask you, let me speak to the people."

				40 After he had given permission, Paul stood on the steps and motioned with his hand to the people. When there was a great hush, he addressed them in the •Hebrew language:

				221 "Brothers and fathers, listen now to my defense before you." 2 When they heard that he was addressing them in the Hebrew language, they became even quieter. 3 He continued,"I am a Jewish man, born in Tarsus of Cilicia but brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel and educated according to the strict view of our patriarchal law. Being zealous for God, just as all of you are today, 4 I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and putting both men and women in jail, 5 as both the high priest and the whole council of elders can testify about me. After I received letters from them to the brothers, I traveled to Damascus to bring those who were prisoners there to be punished in Jerusalem.

				

	

Paul's Testimony

				6 "As I was traveling and near Damascus, about noon an intense light from heaven suddenly flashed around me. 7 I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, 'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? '

				8 "I answered, 'Who are You, Lord? '

				"He said to me, 'I am Jesus the •Nazarene, the One you are persecuting! ' 9 Now those who were with me saw the light, fo but they did not hear the voice of the One who was speaking to me.

				10 "Then I said, 'What should I do, Lord? '

				"And the Lord told me, 'Get up and go into Damascus, and there you will be told about everything that is assigned for you to do.'

				11 "Since I couldn't see because of the brightness of that light, I was led by the hand by those who were with me, and came into Damascus. 12 Someone named Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good reputation with all the Jews residing there, 13 came and stood by me and said, 'Brother Saul, regain your sight.' And in that very hour I looked up and saw him. 14 Then he said, 'The God of our fathers has appointed you to know His will, to see the Righteous One, and to hear the sound of His voice.fp 15 For you will be a witness for Him to all people of what you have seen and heard. 16 And now, why delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins by calling on His name.'  (Review Ac #17: God's Mercy and Grace.)

				17 "After I came back to Jerusalem and was praying in the •temple complex, I went into a visionary state 18 and saw Him telling me, 'Hurry and get out of Jerusalem quickly, because they will not accept your testimony about Me! '

				19 "But I said, 'Lord, they know that in •synagogue after synagogue I had those who believed in You imprisoned and beaten. 20 And when the blood of Your witness Stephen was being shed, I was standing by and approving, fq and I guarded the clothes of those who killed him.'  (Review Ac #13: Loving Our Enemies.)

				21 "Then He said to me, 'Go, because I will send you far away to the Gentiles.'"

				

	

Paul's Roman Protection

				22 They listened to him up to this word. Then they raised their voices, shouting,"Wipe this person off the earth — it's a disgrace for him to live!"

				A Principle to Live By - Potential Persecution
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				#41 When ministering in cultural situations where people may be resistant to the gospel, we should be prepared to identify with Christ's sufferings. 

				Of all the apostles, Paul could identify the most with Christ's sufferings because of his special calling to carry the gospel to the Gentiles (9:15-16). In fact, when Luke wrote his Gospel and this sequel in the book of Acts, he demonstrated that Paul's painful persecutions often paralleled those of the Savior. Following are some of the most obvious comparisons: 

				
						Both were willing to do God's will regardless of the consequences (21:14; Lk 22:42).

						Both were rejected by the Jews in Jerusalem, including secret plots to take their lives (Ac 23:12-13; Lk 22:3-4).

						Both were handed over to the Gentiles (Ac 21:11; Lk 18:32). 

						Both faced a hostile crowd that called for their death (Ac 21:36; Lk 23:20-21). 

				

				Though generally it is God's will that we live in a peaceful environment in which to be a witness for Christ, throughout church history many Christians have suffered greatly because of their faith. This kind of persecution will happen more frequently to all believers as we approach the second coming of Christ. When Paul was facing martyrdom in Rome, he reflected on his own sufferings because of his ministry and then concluded,

				In fact, all those who want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. (2Tm 3:12) 

				Reflection and Response

				What should be our spiritual priority as it relates to potential persecution because of our commitment to following Jesus Christ?  (See 1Tm #4:Prayer for Government Leaders.)

				

				23 As they were yelling and flinging aside their robes and throwing dust into the air, 24 the commander ordered him to be brought into the barracks, directing that he be examined with the scourge, so he could discover the reason they were shouting against him like this. 25 As they stretched him out for the lash, Paul said to the •centurion standing by,"Is it legal for you to scourge a man who is a Roman citizen and is uncondemned?"

				26 When the centurion heard this, he went and reported to the commander, saying,"What are you going to do? For this man is a Roman citizen."

				27 The commander came and said to him,"Tell me — are you a Roman citizen?"

				

				"Yes," he said.

				28 The commander replied,"I bought this citizenship for a large amount of money."

				"But I was born a citizen," Paul said.

				29 Therefore, those who were about to examine him withdrew from him at once. The commander too was alarmed when he realized Paul was a Roman citizen and he had bound him.

				

	

Paul before the Sanhedrin

				30 The next day, since he wanted to find out exactly why Paul was being accused by the Jews, he released him fr and instructed the •chief priests and all the •Sanhedrin to convene.Then he brought Paul down and placed him before them.

				231 Paul looked intently at the •Sanhedrin and said,"Brothers, I have lived my life before God in all good conscience until this day." 2 But the high priest Ananias ordered those who were standing next to him to strike him on the mouth. 3 Then Paul said to him,"God is going to strike you, you whitewashed wall! You are sitting there judging me according to the law, and in violation of the law are you ordering me to be struck?"

				4 And those standing nearby said,"Do you dare revile God's high priest?"

				5 "I did not know, brothers, that he was the high priest," replied Paul."For it is written, You must not speak evil of a ruler of your people."fs 6 When Paul realized that one part of them were •Sadducees and the other part were •Pharisees, he cried out in the Sanhedrin,"Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees! I am being judged because of the hope of the resurrection of the dead!" 7 When he said this, a dispute broke out between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. 8 For the Sadducees say there is no resurrection, and no angel or spirit, but the Pharisees affirm them all.  (See Mt #50:Divine Wisdom.)

				9 The shouting grew loud, and some of the •scribes of the Pharisees' party got up and argued vehemently:"We find nothing evil in this man. What if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?" ft 10 When the dispute became violent, the commander feared that Paul might be torn apart by them and ordered the troops to go down, rescue him from them, and bring him into the barracks.

				

	

The Plot against Paul

				11 The following night, the Lord stood by him and said,"Have courage! For as you have testified about Me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome."

				A Principle to Live By - God's Strength
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				#42 No matter what kind of persecution we encounter, we are to draw on Christ's strength in order to be courageous.

				As the Jewish hostility intensified, the Lord once again spoke directly to Paul and reassured him that he would survive this crisis and even have the opportunity to be a witness in Rome (23:12). Since we know the end of the story, we know that this promise came true!  (Review Ac #49: God's Providential Care)

				We must understand, however, that the promise of Christ's presence and power does not mean we will always be delivered from death. During Paul's first imprisonment, he affirmed that he would be delivered,"whether by life or by death" (Php 1:20). Perhaps he was reflecting on the experience of Daniel's three friends:

				Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied to the king,"Nebuchadnezzar, we don't need to give you an answer to this question. If the God we serve exists, then He can rescue us from the furnace of blazing fire, and He can rescue us from the power of you, the king. But even if He does not rescue us, we want you as king to know that we will not serve your gods or worship the gold statue you set up." (Dn 3:16-18)  (See Dn #6:Facing Persecution.)

				In God's providence and grace, He protected these Old Testament men of faith. Paul was also released from prison. However, when he was incarcerated the second time, he knew he was going to die and looked forward to the rewards he would receive for his faithfulness.  (See 2Tm #10:Being Faithful.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul's prayer in his letter to the Ephesians apply to having God's strength to face persecution?  (See Eph #7:Experiencing God's Power.)

				

				12 When it was day, the Jews formed a conspiracy and bound themselves under a curse: neither to eat nor to drink until they had killed Paul.13 There were more than 40 who had formed this plot. 14 These men went to the •chief priests and elders and said,"We have bound ourselves under a solemn curse that we won't eat anything until we have killed Paul. 15 So now you, along with the Sanhedrin, make a request to the commander that he bring him down to you fu as if you were going to investigate his case more thoroughly. However, before he gets near, we are ready to kill him."

				16 But the son of Paul's sister, hearing about their ambush, came and entered the barracks and reported it to Paul. 17 Then Paul called one of the •centurions and said,"Take this young man to the commander, because he has something to report to him."

				18 So he took him, brought him to the commander, and said,"The prisoner Paul called me and asked me to bring this young man to you, because he has something to tell you."

				19 Then the commander took him by the hand, led him aside, and inquired privately,"What is it you have to report to me?"

				20 "The Jews," he said,"have agreed to ask you to bring Paul down to the Sanhedrin tomorrow, as though they are going to hold a somewhat more careful inquiry about him. 21 Don't let them persuade you, because there are more than 40 of them arranging to ambush him, men who have bound themselves under a curse not to eat or drink until they kill him. Now they are ready, waiting for a commitment from you."

				22 So the commander dismissed the young man and instructed him,"Don't tell anyone that you have informed me about this."

				A Principle to Live By - Being Courageous
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				#43 No matter what the circumstances, we are to be available for God to use us to carry out His plans in this world.

				We have virtually no background information regarding Paul's sister and her son. We can assume that the boy was very young since the commander"took him by the hand" (v. 19). It took a lot of courage to expose a murder plot of this magnitude. However, God had a plan, and he was willing to allow God to use him to carry out this plan. If he was a student of Scripture like his uncle, he may have drawn strength from God's words to Joshua, who faced the ominous challenge of leading the children of Israel into the promised land:

				Haven't I commanded you: be strong and courageous? Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go. (Jos 1:9)  (See Jos #1:God's Personal Presence.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though we will probably never be faced with the awesome responsibility of exposing this kind of criminal intent, what are some of the challenges we face to be courageous in doing God's will?

				

				

	

To Caesarea by Night

				23 He summoned two of his centurions and said,"Get 200 soldiers ready with 70 cavalry and 200 spearmen to go to Caesarea at nine tonight.fv 24 Also provide mounts so they can put Paul on them and bring him safely to Felix the governor."

				25 He wrote a letter of this kind:

				

				26 Claudius Lysias,

				To the most excellent governor Felix:

				Greetings.

				27 When this man had been seized by the Jews and was about to be killed by them, I arrived with my troops and rescued him because I learned that he is a Roman citizen. 28 Wanting to know the charge they were accusing him of, I brought him down before their Sanhedrin. 29 I found out that the accusations were about disputed matters in their law, and that there was no charge that merited death or chains. 30 When I was informed that there was a plot against the man, fw I sent him to you right away. I also ordered his accusers to state their case against him in your presence. fx

				

				31 Therefore, the soldiers took Paul during the night and brought him to Antipatris as they were ordered. 32 The next day, they returned to the barracks, allowing the cavalry to go on with him. 33 When these men entered Caesarea and delivered the letter to the governor, they also presented Paul to him. 34 After he fy read it, he asked what province he was from. So when he learned he was from Cilicia, 35 he said,"I will give you a hearing whenever your accusers get here too." And he ordered that he be kept under guard in •Herod's •palace.  (To see the unique relationship between God and government, see Ezr #1: Our Sovereign God, p. 593.)

				

	

The Accusation against Paul

				24 After five days Ananias the high priest came down with some elders and a lawyer named Tertullus. These men presented their case against Paul to the governor. 2 When he was called in, Tertullus began to accuse him and said:"Since we enjoy great peace because of you, and reforms are taking place for the benefit of this nation by your foresight, 3 we acknowledge this in every way and everywhere, most excellent Felix, with utmost gratitude. 4 However, so that I will not burden you any further, I beg you in your graciousness to give us a brief hearing. 5 For we have found this man to be a plague, an agitator among all the Jews throughout the Roman world, and a ringleader of the sect of the •Nazarenes! 6 He even tried to desecrate the temple, so we apprehended him [and wanted to judge him according to our law. 7 But Lysias the commander came and took him from our hands with great force, 8 commanding his accusers to come to you.] fz By examining him yourself you will be able to discern all these things we are accusing him of." 9 The Jews also joined in the attack, alleging that these things were so.

				

	

Paul's Defense before Felix

				10 When the governor motioned to him to speak, Paul replied:"Because I know you have been a judge of this nation for many years, I am glad to offer my defense in what concerns me. 11 You are able to determine that it is no more than 12 days since I went up to worship in Jerusalem. 12 They didn't find me disputing with anyone or causing a disturbance among the crowd, either in the •temple complex or in the •synagogues or anywhere in the city. 13 Neither can they provide evidence to you of what they now bring against me. 14 But I confess this to you: I worship my fathers' God according to the Way, which they call a sect, believing all the things that are written in the Law and in the Prophets. 15 And I have a hope in God, which these men themselves also accept, that there is going to be a resurrection, ga both of the righteous and the unrighteous. 16 I always do my best to have a clear conscience toward God and men. 17 After many years, I came to bring charitable gifts and offerings to my nation,18 and while I was doing this, some Jews from •Asia found me ritually purified in the temple, without a crowd and without any uproar.19 It is they who ought to be here before you to bring charges, if they have anything against me. 20 Either let these men here state what wrongdoing they found in me when I stood before the •Sanhedrin, 21 or about this one statement I cried out while standing among them, 'Today I am being judged before you concerning the resurrection of the dead.'"

				A Principle to Live By - Self-Defense
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				#44 When we are falsely accused, there are times we should not hesitate to defend ourselves. 

				When Paul stood before Felix, a Roman governor and judge, he had no legally authorized advocate to defend him. The accusations against him by his fellow Jews were terribly distorted and inaccurate. He was given a legitimate platform to defend himself—which he did.  (See 2Co #17:Self-Defense.)

				In many respects, what happened to Paul happened to Jesus. He was accused of blasphemy and of threatening to destroy the temple. He was also charged with subverting the nation and opposing the payment of taxes to Caesar (Lk 23:1-2). All of these accusations were untrue! In that case, however, Jesus said little to defend Himself (Mk 14:60-62). 

				Reflection and Response

				When is it right to defend ourselves as Paul did, and when should we follow Christ's example and say very little? (See 1Pt 3:13-17.)

				

				

	

The Verdict Postponed

				22 Since Felix was accurately informed about the Way, he adjourned the hearing, saying,"When Lysias the commander comes down, I will decide your case." 23 He ordered that the •centurion keep Paulgb under guard, though he could have some freedom, and that he should not prevent any of his friends from serving gc him.

				24 After some days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, he sent for Paul and listened to him on the subject of faith in Christ Jesus. 25 Now as he spoke about righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come, Felix became afraid and replied,"Leave for now, but when I find time I'll call for you." 26 At the same time he was also hoping that money would be given to him by Paul. gd For this reason he sent for him quite often and conversed with him.

				27 After two years had passed, Felix received a successor, Porcius Festus, and because he wished to do a favor for the Jews, Felix left Paul in prison.

				A Principle to Live By - The Spirit's Conviction
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				#45 When we hear the truth and experience conviction because of our sins, we should respond in faith and repentance.

				Though Governor Felix postponed passing judgment on Paul's case, he was still interested in hearing more about Jesus Christ. Paul recognized this as one of the opportunities God revealed to Ananias shortly after Paul's conversion:"Go! For this man is My chosen instrument to take My name to Gentiles, kings, and the Israelites" (9:15). 

				Felix and his Jewish wife, Drusilla, were not known for their moral values. The governor 
had seduced her away from her rightful husband and she became his third wife. Paul evidently explained clearly why they needed to confess their sins and experience Christ's righteousness that comes through faith. If they did not, they would face"the judgment to come" (24:25). 

				It appears Felix experienced such intense conviction that he was afraid. However, rather than seeking God's forgiveness, he retreated and ignored the ministry of"the Spirit of truth" whom Jesus had sent to"convict the world about sin, righteousness, and judgment" (Jn 15:26; 16:8). Later, he revealed this lack of repentance when he sent for Paul and feigned spiritual interest. His real motive was to get Paul to pay him a bribe. Perhaps he had heard that Paul had arrived in Jerusalem with money, not understanding it was an offering for a needy church.

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it easy for both Christians and non-Christians to ignore the convicting ministry of the Holy Spirit?

				

				

	

Appeal to Caesar

				25 Three days after Festus arrived in the province, he went up to Jerusalem from Caesarea. 2 Then the •chief priests and the leaders of the Jews presented their case against Paul to him; and they appealed, 3 asking him to do them a favor against Paul,ge that he might summon him to Jerusalem. They were preparing an ambush along the road to kill him. 4 However, Festus answered that Paul should be kept at Caesarea, and that he himself was about to go there shortly. 5 "Therefore," he said,"let the men of authority among you go down with me and accuse him, if there is any wrong in this man."

				6 When he had spent not more than eight or 10 days among them, he went down to Caesarea. The next day, seated at the judge's bench, he commanded Paul to be brought in. 7 When he arrived, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood around him and brought many serious charges that they were not able to prove, 8 while Paul made the defense that,"Neither against the Jewish law, nor against the temple, nor against Caesar have I sinned at all."(Review Ac #44: Self-Defense.)

				9 Then Festus, wanting to do a favor for the Jews, replied to Paul,"Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem, there to be tried before me on these charges?"

				10 But Paul said:"I am standing at Caesar's tribunal, where I ought to be tried. I have done no wrong to the Jews, as even you can see very well. 11 If then I am doing wrong, or have done anything deserving of death, I do not refuse to die, but if there is nothing to what these men accuse me of, no one can give me up to them. I appeal to Caesar!"

				12 After Festus conferred with his council, he replied,"You have appealed to Caesar; to Caesar you will go!"

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Government Authority
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				#46 Since God has established government authorities to be His servants in administering justice, there may be times as believers when we should appeal to a court of law.

				Paul was being falsely accused in the Jewish Sanhedrin, which was supposed to give just verdicts. Furthermore, he was not being given a fair trial in the Roman provincial court in Caesarea. Consequently, as a Roman citizen, he"appealed to Caesar," the highest tribunal in Rome (v. 12).

				This principle also applies to conflicts that cannot be resolved within the Christian community. Though believers should do all they can to resolve their issues in dialogue with mature spiritual leaders, when a spirit of carnality and sinful attitudes lead to an impasse, God has established governmental systems that we can appeal to in order to resolve these conflicts:

				For government is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, because it does not carry the sword for no reason. For government is God's servant, an avenger that brings wrath on the one who does wrong. (Rm 13:4)  (See Rm #25:Civic Responsibilities.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though lawsuits by Christians against Christians should be a last resort, what are some situations that justify going to a court of law?  (See 1Co #13:Living Transformed Lives.)

				

				

	

King Agrippa and Bernice Visit Festus

				13 After some days had passed, King Agrippa and Bernice arrived in Caesarea and paid a courtesy call on Festus. 14 Since they stayed there many days, Festus presented Paul's case to the king, saying,"There's a man who was left as a prisoner by Felix. 15 When I was in Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of the Jews presented their case and asked for a judgment against him. 16 I answered them that it's not the Romans' custom to give any man up gf before the accused confronts the accusers face to face and has an opportunity to give a defense concerning the charges. 17 Therefore, when they had assembled here, I did not delay. The next day I sat at the judge's bench and ordered the man to be brought in. 18 Concerning him, the accusers stood up and brought no charge of the sort I was expecting. 19 Instead they had some disagreements with him about their own religion and about a certain Jesus, a dead man Paul claimed to be alive. 20 Since I was at a loss in a dispute over such things, I asked him if he wished to go to Jerusalem and be tried there concerning these matters. 21 But when Paul appealed to be held for trial by the Emperor, I ordered him to be kept in custody until I could send him to Caesar."

				22 Then Agrippa said to Festus,"I would like to hear the man myself."

				"Tomorrow you will hear him," he replied.

				

	

Paul before Agrippa

				23 So the next day, Agrippa and Bernice came with great pomp and entered the auditorium with the commanders and prominent men of the city. When Festus gave the command, Paul was brought in. 24 Then Festus said:"King Agrippa and all men present with us, you see this man about whom the whole Jewish community has appealed to me, both in Jerusalem and here, shouting that he should not live any longer. 25 Now I realized that he had not done anything deserving of death, but when he himself appealed to the Emperor, I decided to send him. 26 I have nothing definite to write to my lord about him. Therefore, I have brought him before all of you, and especially before you, King Agrippa, so that after this examination is over, I may have something to write. 27 For it seems unreasonable to me to send a prisoner and not to indicate the charges against him."

				

	

Paul's Defense before Agrippa

				26 Agrippa said to Paul,"It is permitted for you to speak for yourself."

				Then Paul stretched out his hand and began his defense: 2 "I consider myself fortunate, King Agrippa, that today I am going to make a defense before you about everything I am accused of by the Jews, 3 especially since you are an expert in all the Jewish customs and controversies. Therefore I beg you to listen to me patiently.

				4 "All the Jews know my way of life from my youth, which was spent from the beginning among my own nation and in Jerusalem. 5 They had previously known me for quite some time, if they were willing to testify, that according to the strictest party of our religion I lived as a •Pharisee. 6 And now I stand on trial for the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers, 7 the promise our 12 tribes hope to attain as they earnestly serve Him night and day. King Agrippa, I am being accused by the Jews because of this hope. 8 Why is it considered incredible by any of you that God raises the dead? 9 In fact, I myself supposed it was necessary to do many things in opposition to the name of Jesus the •Nazarene. 10 I actually did this in Jerusalem, and I locked up many of the •saints in prison, since I had received authority for that from the •chief priests. When they were put to death, I cast my vote against them. 11 In all the •synagogues I often tried to make them blaspheme by punishing them. I even pursued them to foreign cities since I was greatly enraged at them.

				

	

Paul's Account of His Conversion 
and Commission

				12 "I was traveling to Damascus under these circumstances with authority and a commission from the chief priests. 13 King Agrippa, while on the road at midday, I saw a light from heaven brighter than the sun, shining around me and those traveling with me. 14 We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice speaking to me in the •Hebrew language, 'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.'

				15 "Then I said, 'Who are You, Lord? '

				"And the Lord replied: 'I am Jesus, the One you are persecuting. 16 But get up and stand on your feet. For I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant and a witness of what you have seengg and of what I will reveal to you. 17 I will rescue you from the people and from the Gentiles. I now send you to them 18 to open their eyes so they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that by faith in Me they may receive forgiveness of sins and a share among those who are •sanctified.'  (Review Ac #17: God's Mercy and Grace.)

				19 "Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision. 20 Instead, I preached to those in Damascus first, and to those in Jerusalem and in all the region of Judea, and to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works worthy of repentance. 21 For this reason the Jews seized me in the •temple complex and were trying to kill me. 22 To this very day, I have obtained help that comes from God, and I stand and testify to both small and great, saying nothing else than what the prophets and Moses said would take place — 23 that the •Messiah must suffer, and that as the first to rise from the dead, He would proclaim light to our people and to the Gentiles."  (Review Ac #18: Love and Compassion.)

				

	

Not Quite Persuaded

				24 As he was making his defense this way, Festus exclaimed in a loud voice,"You're out of your mind, Paul! Too much study is driving you mad!"

				25 But Paul replied,"I'm not out of my mind, most excellent Festus. On the contrary, I'm speaking words of truth and good judgment. 26 For the king knows about these matters. It is to him I am actually speaking boldly. For I am convinced that none of these things escapes his notice, since this was not done in a corner. 27 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know you believe."

				28 Then Agrippa said to Paul,"Are you going to persuade me to become a Christian so easily?"

				29 "I wish before God," replied Paul,"that whether easily or with difficulty, not only you but all who listen to me today might become as I am — except for these chains."

				30 So the king, the governor, Bernice, and those sitting with them got up, 31 and when they had left they talked with each other and said,"This man is doing nothing that deserves death or chains."

				32 Then Agrippa said to Festus,"This man could have been released if he had not appealed to Caesar."

				A Principle to Live By - Distorted Perspectives

				[image: Getz1191.png]

				#47 We should not be surprised if some unbelievers accuse us of being foolish and out of touch with reality because of our faith in Jesus Christ. 

				Paul's defense before King Herod Agrippa II and his sister/wife, Bernice, was his longest and most comprehensive. It was an excellent speech. Paul was very articulate and combined grace with truth. Festus, who was listening intently but skeptically, broke in toward the end and accused Paul of having lost his mind. He could not understand or accept Paul's testimony regarding his vision from heaven, his remarkable conversion, or his intense commitment to communicating the message regarding the resurrected Christ. 

				Festus's reaction illustrates Paul's inspired observation:

				For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but it is God's power to us who are being saved. (1Co 1:18)  (See 1Co #3:Worldly Wisdom.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though we may not be accused of being insane, what are some of the ways unbelievers today reflect Festus's attitude?

				

				

	

Sailing for Rome

				27 When it was decided that we were to sail to Italy, they handed over Paul and some other prisoners to a •centurion named Julius, of the Imperial •Regiment. 2 So when we had boarded a ship of Adramyttium, we put to sea, intending to sail to ports along the coast of •Asia. Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, was with us. 3 The next day we put in at Sidon, and Julius treated Paul kindly and allowed him to go to his friends to receive their care. 4 When we had put out to sea from there, we sailed along the northern coastgh of Cyprus because the winds were against us. 5 After sailing through the open sea off Cilicia and Pamphylia, we reached Myra in Lycia. 6 There the centurion found an Alexandrian ship sailing for Italy and put us on board. 7 Sailing slowly for many days, we came with difficulty as far as Cnidus. Since the wind did not allow us to approach it, we sailed along the south sidegi of Crete off Salmone. 8 With yet more difficulty we sailed along the coast and came to a place called Fair Havens near the city of Lasea.

				

	

Paul's Advice Ignored

				9 By now much time had passed, and the voyage was already dangerous. Since the Fast was already over, Paul gave his advice 10 and told them,"Men, I can see that this voyage is headed toward damage and heavy loss, not only of the cargo and the ship but also of our lives." 11 But the centurion paid attention to the captain and the owner of the ship rather than to what Paul said.12 Since the harbor was unsuitable to winter in, the majority decided to set sail from there, hoping somehow to reach Phoenix, a harbor on Crete open to the southwest and northwest, and to winter there.

				A Principle to Live By - Security in Christ

				[image: Getz1192.png]

				#48 In our spiritual journey, we are guaranteed by God Himself that we will arrive some day at our eternal destination regardless of the uncertainties of life on this earth.

				Paul had a direct message from the Lord that he would"testify in Rome" (23:11). However, he had no idea he would spend two years incarcerated in Caesarea. Furthermore, after appealing to appear before Caesar, he did not know what lay ahead when he boarded the ship as a prisoner. It's possible that in his humanness he was experiencing some doubts about God's promise since he knew how treacherous the trip was going to be. When Paul's prediction came true concerning the raging storm, the Lord once again told Paul that he would"stand before Caesar" and that everyone on board would survive (27:20-26). What reassurance this must have been for Paul! 

				Paul's journey of faith had two goals. With respect to the earthly goal, God periodically gave him specific revelations regarding his apostolic calling. When he experienced the dramatic conversion on the road to Damascus, God sent a message through Ananias:

				Go! For this man is My chosen instrument to take My name to Gentiles, kings, and the Israelites. I will show him how much he must suffer for My name! (9:15-16)  (Review Ac #17: God's Mercy and Grace.)

				Paul also had a heavenly and vertical goal on his journey of faith, one with which we can all identify. He knew he had an eternal home in heaven. Even as an apostle who had received reassuring messages from God, he did not know certain specifics regarding his death. Still, to the Philippians he affirmed that whether he lived or died, he knew he would experience deliverance, either to continue to minister on earth or"to depart and be with Christ" (Php 1:19-23).  (See Php #4:Eternal Values.)

				In our journey of faith, we have no specific guarantees regarding a long life on this earth. However, if we put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we do have a guarantee that we will some day reach our eternal destination. Regardless of our trials and tribulations, the Lord Jesus Christ will never leave us or forsake us (Heb 13:5). Our eternal life is secure. We can say with Paul,

				For I am persuaded that not even death or life, angels or rulers, things present or things to come, hostile powers, height or depth, or any other created thing will have the power to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord! (Rm 8:38-39)  (See Rm #16:Security in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				What should we do if at times we doubt God's promises regarding our eternal salvation?  (See Heb #17:Faith that Endures.)

				

				

	

Storm-Tossed Ship

				13 When a gentle south wind sprang up, they thought they had achieved their purpose. They weighed anchor and sailed along the shore of Crete. 14 But not long afterward, a fierce wind called the"northeaster"gj rushed down from the island. 15 Since the ship was caught and was unable to head into the wind, we gave way to it and were driven along. 16 After running under the shelter of a little island called Cauda,gk we were barely able to get control of the skiff. 17 After hoisting it up, they used ropes and tackle and girded the ship. Then, fearing they would run aground on the Syrtis, they lowered the drift-anchor, and in this way they were driven along. 18 Because we were being severely battered by the storm, they began to jettison the cargo the next day. 19 On the third day, they threw the ship's gear overboard with their own hands.

				20 For many days neither sun nor stars appeared, and the severe storm kept raging. Finally all hope that we would be saved was disappearing. 21 Since many were going without food, Paul stood up among them and said,"You men should have followed my advice not to sail from Crete and sustain this damage and loss. 22 Now I urge you to take courage, because there will be no loss of any of your lives, but only of the ship. 23 For this night an angel of the God I belong to and serve stood by me, 24 and said, 'Don't be afraid, Paul. You must stand before Caesar. And, look! God has graciously given you all those who are sailing with you.' 25 Therefore, take courage, men, because I believe God that it will be just the way it was told to me. 26 However, we must run aground on a certain island."  (Review Ac #42: God's Strength.)

				27 When the fourteenth night came, we were drifting in the Adriatic Sea, and in the middle of the night the sailors thought they were approaching land.gl 28 They took a sounding and found it to be 120 feetgm deep; when they had sailed a little farther and sounded again, they found it to be 90 feetgn deep. 29 Then, fearing we might run aground in some rocky place, they dropped four anchors from the stern and prayed for daylight to come.

				30 Some sailors tried to escape from the ship; they had let down the skiff into the sea, pretending that they were going to put out anchors from the bow. 31 Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers,"Unless these men stay in the ship, you cannot be saved." 32 Then the soldiers cut the ropes holding the skiff and let it drop away.

				33 When it was about daylight, Paul urged them all to take food, saying,"Today is the fourteenth day that you have been waiting and going without food, having eaten nothing. 34 Therefore I urge you to take some food. For this has to do with your survival, since none of you will lose a hair from your head." 35 After he said these things and had taken some bread, he gave thanks to God in the presence of all of them, and when he broke it, he began to eat. 36 They all became encouraged and took food themselves. 37 In all there were 276 of us on the ship. 38 When they had eaten enough, they began to lighten the ship by throwing the grain overboard into the sea.  (See Rm #2:Standing Strong.)

				

	

Shipwreck

				39 When daylight came, they did not recognize the land but sighted a bay with a beach. They planned to run the ship ashore if they could. 40 After casting off the anchors, they left them in the sea, at the same time loosening the ropes that held the rudders. Then they hoisted the foresail to the wind and headed for the beach. 41 But they struck a sandbar and ran the ship aground. The bow jammed fast and remained immovable, while the stern began to break up by the pounding of the waves.

				42 The soldiers' plan was to kill the prisoners so that no one could swim away and escape. 43 But the centurion kept them from carrying out their plan because he wanted to save Paul, so he ordered those who could swim to jump overboard first and get to land. 44 The rest were to follow, some on planks and some on debris from the ship. In this way, everyone safely reached the shore.

				

	

Malta's Hospitality

				28 Once ashore, we then learned that the island was called Malta. 2 The local people showed us extraordinary kindness, for they lit a fire and took us all in, since it was raining and cold. 3 As Paul gathered a bundle of brushwood and put it on the fire, a viper came out because of the heat and fastened itself to his hand. 4 When the local people saw the creature hanging from his hand, they said to one another,"This man is probably a murderer, and though he has escaped the sea, Justicego does not allow him to live!" 5 However, he shook the creature off into the fire and suffered no harm. 6 They expected that he would swell up or suddenly drop dead. But after they waited a long time and saw nothing unusual happen to him, they changed their minds and said he was a god.

				

	

Ministry in Malta

				7 Now in the area around that place was an estate belonging to the leading man of the island, named Publius, who welcomed us and entertained us hospitably for three days. 8 Publius's father was in bed suffering from fever and dysentery. Paul went to him, and praying and laying his hands on him, he healed him. 9 After this, the rest of those on the island who had diseases also came and were cured. 10 So they heaped many honors on us, and when we sailed, they gave us what we needed.  (See Heb #3:A Great Salvation.)

				

	

Rome at Last

				11 After three months we set sail in an Alexandrian ship that had wintered at the island, with the Twin Brothersgp as its figurehead. 12 Putting in at Syracuse, we stayed three days. 13 From there, after making a circuit along the coast, gq we reached Rhegium. After one day a south wind sprang up, and the second day we came to Puteoli. 14 There we found believersgr and were invited to stay with them for seven days.

				And so we came to Rome. 15 Now the believersgs from there had heard the news about us and had come to meet us as far as the Forum of Appius and the Three Taverns. When Paul saw them, he thanked God and took courage. 16 When we entered Rome, gt Paul was permitted to stay by himself with the soldier who guarded him.  (See Rm #34:A Model of Encouragement.)

				

	

Paul's First Interview with Roman Jews

				17 After three days he called together the leaders of the Jews. When they had gathered he said to them:"Brothers, although I have done nothing against our people or the customs of our ancestors, I was delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans. 18 After they examined me, they wanted to release me, since I had not committed a capital offense. 19 Because the Jews objected, I was compelled to appeal to Caesar; it was not as though I had any accusation against my nation. 20 For this reason I've asked to see you and speak to you. In fact, it is for the hope of Israel that I'm wearing this chain."

				21 Then they said to him,"We haven't received any letters about you from Judea. None of the brothers has come and reported or spoken anything evil about you. 22 But we would like to hear from you what you think. For concerning this sect, we are aware that it is spoken against everywhere."

				

	

The Response to Paul's Message

				23 After arranging a day with him, many came to him at his lodging. From dawn to dusk he expounded and witnessed about the kingdom of God. He tried to persuade them concerning Jesus from both the Law of Moses and the Prophets. 24 Some were persuaded by what he said, but others did not believe.  (See Php #3:The Pure Gospel.)

				25 Disagreeing among themselves, they began to leave after Paul made one statement:"The Holy Spirit correctly spoke through the prophet Isaiah to your gu ancestors 26 when He said,

				

				Go to these people and say:

				You will listen and listen,

				yet never understand;

				and you will look and look,

				yet never perceive.

				27 For the hearts of these people

				have grown callous,

				their ears are hard of hearing,

				and they have shut their eyes;

				otherwise they might see with their eyes

				and hear with their ears,

				understand with their heart,

				and be converted,

				and I would heal them.gv

				

				28 Therefore, let it be known to you that this saving work of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen!" [29 After he said these things, the Jews departed, while engaging in a prolonged debate among themselves.] gw  (See Is #7:Living Holy Lives.)

				

	

Paul's Ministry Unhindered

				30 Then he stayed two whole years in his own rented house. And he welcomed all who visited him, 31 proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching the things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with full boldness and without hindrance.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Providential Care

				[image: Getz1193.png]

				#49 Though we may face difficult and painful circumstances in our spiritual journey, we are to trust God to accomplish His divine purposes in our lives.

				Paul knew by divine revelation that God wanted him to be a witness in Rome (23:11; 27:22-24). However, when he wrote his letter to the Romans, he had no idea that he would be incarcerated for two years in Caesarea and finally arrive in the empirical city in chains (Rm 15:22-29). Still, Paul believed in God's providential plan for his life, and when he had opportunity to bear witness for Christ before Felix, Festus, and Agrippa, he understood he was in God's will (Ac 9:15-16).

				When Paul finally arrived in Rome as a prisoner, he had opportunities to carry out the Great Commission that wouldn't have happened if he had been a free man. He once again was able to witness, first to the Jews who lived in Rome and the surrounding regions, as well as to many Gentiles (20:23-24,30-31). Paul also wrote four wisdom-filled letters while in prison: Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon. Today, we can read these letters in the New Testament. 

				In spite of the persecution Paul faced when he arrived in Jerusalem, as well as the challenge he faced in Caesarea and on his voyage to Rome, he knew God was in control of his life, ministry, and his destiny. His letters, in turn, reveal God's divine plan for our lives. 

				Reflection and Response

				Though we don't have the same calling as Paul, how should God's providential plan impact each of our lives today? (See Rm 8:28.)  (See Rm #16:Security in Christ.)
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						fj20:32 Other mss add brothers,

					

					
						fk21:22 Other mss add A multitude has to come together, since

					

					
						fl21:25 Other mss add they should observe no such thing, except that

					

					
						fm21:38 Lit 4,000 men of the Assassins

					

					
						fn21:39 Lit of no insignificant city

					

					
						fo22:9 Other mss add and were afraid

					

					
						fp22:14 Lit to hear a voice from His mouth

					

					
						fq22:20 Other mss add of his murder

					

					
						fr22:30 Other mss add from his chains

					

					
						fs23:5 Ex 22:28

					

					
						ft23:9 Other mss add Let us not fight God.

					

					
						fu23:15 Other mss add tomorrow

					

					
						fv23:23 Lit at the third hour tonight

					

					
						fw23:30 Other mss add by the Jews

					

					
						fx23:30 Other mss add Farewell

					

					
						fy23:34 Other mss read the governor

					

					
						fz24:6-8 Other mss omit bracketed text

					

					
						ga24:15 Other mss add of the dead

					

					
						gb24:23 Lit him

					

					
						gc24:23 Other mss add or visiting

					

					
						gd24:26 Other mss add so that he might release him

					

					
						ge25:3 Lit asking a favor against him

					

					
						gf25:16 Other mss add to destruction

					

					
						gg26:16 Other mss read things in which you have seen Me

					

					
						gh27:4 Lit sailed under the lee

					

					
						gi27:7 Lit sailed under the lee

					

					
						gj27:14 Lit Euraquilo, a violent northeast wind

					

					
						gk27:16 Or Clauda

					

					
						gl27:27 Lit thought there was land approaching them

					

					
						gm27:28 Lit 20 fathoms

					

					
						gn27:28 Lit 15 fathoms

					

					
						go28:4 Gk Dike, a goddess of justice

					

					
						gp28:11 Gk Dioscuri, twin sons of Zeus

					

					
						gq28:13 Other mss read From there, casting off,

					

					
						gr28:14 Lit brothers

					

					
						gs28:15 Lit brothers

					

					
						gt28:16 Other mss add the centurion turned the prisoners over to the military commander; but

					

					
						gu28:25 Other mss read our

					

					
						gv28:26-27 Is 6:9-10

					

					
						gw28:29 Other mss omit bracketed text

					

				

			

	

				Romans

				Author: Paul

				Date of writing: a.d. 57

				

			

Introduction

				Paul wrote this letter to the Romans while visiting Corinth on his third missionary journey. He had not planted the church in Rome; in fact, he had never visited there. The church was probably started by Jews and proselytes who had become believers in Jesus Christ while visiting Jerusalem. Among those who heard the gospel on the day of Pentecost were visitors from Rome. Perhaps because Paul had no first-hand knowledge of the church in Rome, this letter mostly deals with general topics rather than specific issues. This broadness is also its strength: no other letter contains such comprehensive doctrine and universal application. 

				Romans teaches us principles of theology and practice

				

				

				Romans clearly teaches that all people, Jews and Gentiles alike, have sinned and fallen short of God's standard of righteousness; all deserve judgment, which is death and eternal separation from God. But God has provided a solution to this mortal predicament. God's own righteousness will be credited to those who sincerely put their faith in Jesus Christ as the One who died in their place. Here in the book of Romans is where Martin Luther found grace—the spark that ignited the Protestant Reformation.

				Romans teaches us principles of imputed righteousness

				

				

				Paul spends the first eleven chapters of Romans expressing and explaining doctrine. These are core principles of the Christians faith—essential theology. How does sin affect mankind? Do Jews have any advantages over Gentiles? What is the purpose of the laws in the Old Testament? What is the gospel? How should we respond to grace? How should we view the sovereignty of God? 

				Romans teaches us principles of Christian doctrine

				

				

				Now that we know God's will, how do we do it? How does a born-again Christian live in God's will? The last five chapters of Romans point us toward the proper attitudes and actions. The church is to express love and unity. Christians should be ethical, kind to the needy, and obedient to government. Believers are to accept one another but also admonish and encourage each other. Members of the body of Christ should discuss personal challenges and then pray for one another.

				Romans teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in Romans

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

						
								
								1:1-12

							
								
								#1:  Mutual 
Encouragement

							
								
								Regardless of their positions, spiritual leaders are to function as members of the body of Christ who all need one another in order to continue to mature in Christ.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:13-17

							
								
								#2: Standing Strong

							
								
								No matter what our circumstances, we should never allow shame and fear to keep us from being identified with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								1:18-32

							
								
								#3: Sin's Devastating Results

							
								
								In view of the power of sin, we should not be surprised how human beings progressively violate God's moral laws and suffer the consequences.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:1-24

							
								
								#4: Sin's Pervasive Impact

							
								
								Though we may assent to a high standard of righteousness, we are still not able to measure up to God's perfect requirements that make us free from sin.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								2:25-29

							
								
								#5: A Heart Experience

							
								
								To have salvation, we must go through a born-again experience that renews our hearts.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								3:1-26

							
								
								#6: Salvation through Faith

							
								
								Since we all fall short of God's perfect standard of righteousness, in order to be saved we must put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								3:27–4:25

							
								
								#7: God's Free Gift

							
								
								Since salvation is obtained by grace through faith, we are to believe God and receive salvation as a free gift.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								5:1-11

							
								
								#8: Peace with God

							
								
								When we are made righteous by faith, we are to have the full assurance of our salvation, now and eternally.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								5:12-21

							
								
								#9: God's Saving Grace

							
								
								To walk in God's will, we must believe that God's grace is far greater than the power of sin.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								6:1-14

							
								
								#10: Our New Life in Christ

							
								
								To walk in God's will, we should continually remind ourselves that we are dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								6:15-23

							
								
								#11: The Apostles' Teaching

							
								
								To walk in God's will, we are to obey the pattern of teaching recorded in the Scriptures.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								7:1-12

							
								
								#12: The Power of Scripture

							
								
								To help people overcome their sinful attitudes and actions, we should continually expose them to the Word of God.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								7:13-25

							
								
								#13: Inner Conflict

							
								
								Even though we sincerely desire to walk in God's will, we should expect inner struggles when choosing between doing right and doing wrong.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								8:1-17

							
								
								#14: The Indwelling Spirit

							
								
								When we face temptations to violate God's will, we are to draw on the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit to enable us to be victorious over sin.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								8:18-27

							
								
								#15: Divine Prayer

							
								
								When we become discouraged, we should remember the intercessory ministry both of the Holy Spirit and of the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								8:28-39

							
								
								#16: Security in Christ

							
								
								No matter the circumstances of life, we are to take comfort in the fact that we are secure in Christ, now and eternally.

							
								
								16

							
						

						
								
								9:1-5

							
								
								#17: A Compassionate Heart

							
								
								We should develop a passion for all people who need to hear the good news regarding the gift of salvation.

							
								
								17

							
						

						
								
								9:6-29

							
								
								#18: God's Sovereign Mercy

							
								
								We must understand that God's elective grace is not only based on who He is, but is also directly related to His love for all lost humanity.

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								9:30–10:21

							
								
								#19: Human 
Responsibility

							
								
								We are to faithfully share with all people that they are responsible to respond to God's mercy and grace.

							
								
								19

							
						

						
								
								11:1-32

							
								
								#20: The Great 
Commission

							
								
								Regardless of God's future plan for Israel as a nation, our primary focus today should be on God's present plan for both Jews and Gentiles.

							
								
								20

							
						

						
								
								11:33–12:2

							
								
								#21: Christ-Centered Worship

							
								
								In view of God's mercy, we are humbly to acknowledge His sovereign grace and worship Him by offering all parts of our bodies as a living sacrifice.

							
								
								21

							
						

						
								
								12:3-8

							
								
								#22: A Servant's Heart

							
								
								To live in God's will, we are to humbly serve one another within the body of Jesus Christ.

							
								
								22

							
						

						
								
								12:9-16

							
								
								#23: Sincere Love

							
								
								To live in God's will, we are continually to demonstrate authentic love for one another.

							
								
								23

							
						

						
								
								12:17-21

							
								
								#24: Avoiding 
Vengeance

							
								
								To live in God's will, we are to demonstrate Christlike love to our enemies.

							
								
								24

							
						

						
								
								13:1-7

							
								
								#25: Civic 
Responsibilities

							
								
								To live in God's will, we are to be good citizens.

							
								
								25

							
						

						
								
								13:8-10

							
								
								#26: Loving One 
Another

							
								
								To live in God's will, we are to obey Christ's new command.

							
								
								26

							
						

						
								
								13:11-14

							
								
								#27: Walking in the Light

							
								
								To live in God's will, we are to walk according to the Spirit and not according to the flesh.

							
								
								27

							
						

						
								
								14:1-12

							
								
								#28: Accepting One Another

							
								
								To live in God's will, we are to avoid judging one another where God has given us freedom.

							
								
								28

							
						

						
								
								14:13-23

							
								
								#29: Protecting One Another

							
								
								To live in God's will, we are to avoid using our freedom in Christ in a way that causes another Christian to fall into sin.

							
								
								29

							
						

						
								
								15:1-6

							
								
								#30: Pursuing Peace

							
								
								To live in God's will, we are to do all we can to create love and unity in the body of Christ.

							
								
								30

							
						

						
								
								15:7-14

							
								
								#31: Two-Dimensional Love

							
								
								To live in God's will, not only are we to accept one another, but we are to instruct one another.

							
								
								31

							
						

						
								
								15:25-29

							
								
								#32: Material 
Obligations

							
								
								To live in God's will, we are to reciprocate materially when we have been helped spiritually.

							
								
								32

							
						

						
								
								15:30-33

							
								
								#33: The Power of Prayer

							
								
								To live in God's will, we are to pray for one another, particularly when we face difficult challenges in our lives.

							
								
								33

							
						

						
								
								16:1-24

							
								
								#34: A Model of 
Encouragement

							
								
								To live in God's will, we are to remember in a special way those who have encouraged us.

							
								
								34

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Romans

				God's Good News for Rome

				1 Paul, a •slave of Christ Jesus, called as an apostlea and singled out for God's good news — 2 which He promised long ago through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures — 3 concerning His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who was a descendant of Davidb according to the flesh 4 and who has been declared to be the powerful Son of God by the resurrection from the dead according to the Spirit of holiness.c 5 We have received grace and apostleship through Him to bring aboutd the obedience of faithe among all the nations,f on behalf of His name, 6 including yourselves who also belong to Jesus Christ by calling:

				7 To all who are in Rome, loved by God, called as •saints.

				Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

				

	

Paul's Desire to Visit Rome

				8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you because the news of your faithg is being reported in all the world. 9 For God, whom I serve with my spirit in telling the good news about His Son, is my witness that I constantly mention you, 10 always asking in my prayers that if it is somehow in God's will, I may now at last succeed in coming to you. 11 For I want very much to see you, so I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you, 12 that is, to be mutually encouraged by each other's faith, both yours and mine.

				A Principle to Live By - Mutual Encouragement

				[image: Getz1194.png]

				#1 Regardless of their positions, spiritual leaders are to function as members of the body of Christ who all need one another in order to continue to mature in Christ. 

				Though Paul had never been to this imperial city, some of his closest friends were now a part of this church. Evidently, they had reported on the dynamic faith among these believers (v. 8).  (Review Rm #34: A Model of Encouragement)

				For some time Paul had wanted to travel to Spain and to stop over in Rome to encourage his friends and all the believers there. Even though Paul was an apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ, he recognized that when he taught and encouraged the saints in Rome, they in turn would teach and encourage him (1:11-12).  (See Jos #3:Mutual Encouragement.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though it's God's will for spiritual leaders to shepherd His people, why is it important for all believers to have a mutual ministry to one another?  (See Eph #9:Building Up One Another.)

				

				13 Now I want you to know,h •brothers, that I often planned to come to you (but was prevented until now) in order that I might have a fruitful ministryi among you, just as among the rest of the Gentiles. 14 I am obligated both to Greeks and barbarians,j both to the wise and the foolish. 15 So I am eager to preach the good news to you also who are in Rome.

				

	

The Righteous Will Live by Faith

				16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, k because it is God's power for salvation to everyone who believes, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek. 17 For in it God's righteousness is revealed from faith to faith,l just as it is written: The righteous will live by faith.m, n  (See Hab #2: Saved by Faith.)

				A Principle to Live By - Standing Strong

				[image: Getz1195.png]

				#2 No matter what our circumstances, we should never allow shame and fear to keep us from being identified with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

				Paul had a deep sense of obligation to fulfill his mission. As"formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an arrogant man," he considered himself"the worst" of sinners who had been redeemed by God's mercy and grace (1Tm 1:12-17). Consequently, he never allowed shame and fear to keep him from sharing the good news regarding Christ's death and resurrection with both Jews and Gentiles.

				This does not mean that Paul was not tempted to renege on his commitment. He asked the Ephesians to pray for him, so that he"might be bold enough in Him to speak as [he] should" (Eph 6:20; cp. Php 1:20). Through it all, Paul"fought the good fight . . . finished the race . . . kept the faith" (2Tm 4:7). And, while languishing in a dungeon waiting for death to come, he encouraged young Timothy, his protégé, to never be ashamed to identify with Jesus Christ:

				For God has not given us a spirit of fearfulness, but one of power, love, and sound judgment. (2Tm 1:7)  (See Ps #111:Sharing the Gospel.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it that some believers today even hesitate to openly pray and thank God for their food in public places? (See Paul's example in Ac 27:35-36.)

				

				

	

The Guilt of the Gentile World

				18 For God's wrath is revealed from heaven against all godlessness and unrighteousness of people who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth, 19 since what can be knowno about God is evident among them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For His invisible attributes, that is, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen since the creation of the world, being understood through what He has made. As a result, people are without excuse.  (See Ps #99:God of Creation.)

				24 Therefore God delivered them over in the cravings of their hearts to sexual impurity, so that their bodies were degraded among themselves. 25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served something created instead of the Creator, who is praised forever. •Amen.  (See Ps #150:God Our Creator.)

				

	

From Idolatry to Depravity

				26 This is why God delivered them over to degrading passions. For even their females exchanged natural sexual relationsp for unnatural ones. 27 The males in the same way also left natural relationsq with females and were inflamed in their lust for one another. Males committed shameless acts with males and received in their own personsr the appropriate penalty of their error.

				28 And because they did not think it worthwhile to acknowledge God, God delivered them over to a worthless mind to do what is morally wrong. 29 They are filled with all unrighteousness, s evil, greed, and wickedness. They are full of envy, murder, quarrels, deceit, and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, arrogant, proud, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, t and unmerciful. 32 Although they know full well God's just sentence — that those who practice such things deserve to dieu — they not only do them, but even applaudv others who practice them.

				A Principle to Live By - Sin's Devastating Results

				#3 In view of the power of sin, we should not be surprised how human beings progressively violate God's moral laws and suffer the consequences. 

				[image: Getz1196.png]

				In this section of his letter, Paul not only explained what was happening in the Roman Empire, but also what has happened to all societies since sin entered the world in the Garden of Eden. Furthermore, from our vantage point, we can see how Paul's description of human nature was also prophetic regarding all future societies and cultures, including our own. 

				Paul was teaching that when people know the truth regarding God's will but choose to 
live unrighteous lives, they more and more suppress that truth. For example, parents who choose to violate God's will negatively affect their children. Apart from some kind of miraculous intervention, these children will choose values that are even more sinful. This principle of deterioration will then become pervasive throughout the entire culture as each generation declines even more.  (See Jdg #5:Modeling and Teaching.)

				At some point during this downward spiral, God in His perfect righteousness and anger against sin allows His most significant and highest creations to become victims of their own evil choices. Note the decline:

				
						God delivered them over in the cravings of their hearts to sexual impurity. (Rm 1:24)

						God delivered them over to degrading passions. (v. 26)

						God delivered them over to a worthless mind [which leads to] all unrighteousness. (vv. 28-29)  (See 1Kg #22:Sinful Regression; 2Ch #25: Spiritual and Mental Deterioration.)

				

				Reflection and Response

				How have we seen this process at work in our own culture?

				

				

	

God's Righteous Judgment

				2 Therefore, any one of youw who judges is without excuse. For when you judge another, you condemn yourself, since you, the judge, do the same things. 2 We know that God's judgment on those who do such things is based on the truth. 3 Do you really think — anyone of you who judges those who do such things yet do the same — that you will escape God's judgment? 4 Or do you despise the riches of His kindness, restraint, and patience, not recognizingx that God's kindness is intended to lead you to repentance? 5 But because of your hardness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath, when God's righteous judgment is revealed. 6 He will repay each one according to his works:y 7 eternal life to those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor, and immortality; 8 but wrath and indignation to those who are self-seeking and disobey the truth but are obeying unrighteousness; 9 affliction and distress for every human being who does evil, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek; 10 but glory, honor, and peace for everyone who does what is good, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek. 11 There is no favoritism with God.

				12 All those who sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all those who sinned under the law will be judged by the law. 13 For the hearers of the law are not righteous before God, but the doers of the law will be declared righteous.z14 So, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, instinctively do what the law demands, they are a law to themselves even though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts. Their consciences confirm this. Their competing thoughts will either accuse or excuse them16 on the day when God judges what people have kept secret, according to my gospel through Christ Jesus.

				

	

Jewish Violation of the Law

				17 Now if aa you call yourself a Jew, and rest in the law, boast in God, 18 know His will, and approve the things that are superior, being instructed from the law, 19 and if you are convinced that you are a guide for the blind, a light to those in darkness, 20 an instructor of the ignorant, a teacher of the immature, having the full expressionab of knowledge and truth in the law — 21 you then, who teach another, don't you teach yourself? You who preach,"You must not steal" — do you steal? 22 You who say,"You must not commit adultery" — do you commit adultery? You who detest idols, do you rob their temples?23 You who boast in the law, do you dishonor God by breaking the law? 24 For, as it is written: The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.ac

				A Principle to Live By - Sin's Pervasive Impact

				#4 Though we may assent to a high standard of righteousness, we are still not able to measure up to God's perfect requirements that make us free from sin.

				[image: Getz1197.png]

				There were many Jews living in the first century that agreed with Paul's assessment regarding the deterioration of society (1:24-29). In fact, many prided themselves as being God's chosen people. There were also some Gentiles influenced by certain high standards in Greek philosophy who would have agreed with Paul's description of depravity. Furthermore, a number of these non-Jews were God-fearing Greeks who had been exposed to the Ten Commandments. Sadly, many of these people were doing some of these detestable 
things in private or enjoying them vicariously through mental fantasies. 

				In these paragraphs, Paul was describing God's perfect standard of righteousness that no one can reach (2:13). Paul was not teaching that we can save ourselves by keeping the law. In fact, he was setting the stage for a very important conclusion:"all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (3:23).  (Review Rm #6: Salvation through Faith)

				Reflection and Response

				Why are people so easily deceived into believing they can earn salvation by doing good works?

				

				

	

Circumcision of the Heart

				25 For circumcision benefits you if you observe the law, but if you are a lawbreaker, your circumcision has become uncircumcision. 26 Therefore if an uncircumcised man keeps the law's requirements, will his uncircumcision not be counted as circumcision? 27 A man who is physically uncircumcised, but who fulfills the law, will judge you who are a lawbreaker in spite of having the letter of the law and circumcision. 28 For a person is not a Jew who is one outwardly, and true circumcision is not something visible in the flesh. 29 On the contrary, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision is of the heart — by the Spirit, not the letter.ad That man's praiseae is not from men but from God.

				A Principle to Live By - A Heart Experience

				[image: Getz1198.png]

				#5 To have salvation, we must go through a born-again experience that renews our hearts.

				At this point, Paul became intensely personal with his Jewish readers and hearers. He addressed those who took great pride in their possession of God's law and particularly the rite of circumcision, which set them apart from the Gentiles. However, Paul made it very clear that the only circumcision that really counted before God was"circumcision . . . of the heart" (v. 29). When Jesus confronted Nicodemus, a religious leader and a member of the Sanhedrin, he called this relationship with God a born-again experience (Jn 3:3-7).  (See Jn #6:A New Life in Christ.)

				Today, there are many who claim to be Christians, based on what they believe are acts of righteousness. They've been baptized, are members of a certain church or denominational group, dress a certain way, but their experience is merely ritualistic and external. 

				The Scriptures teach that it's possible to have head knowledge but not a heart experience. In fact, it's possible for an unregenerate person to believe in God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit and to have a strong conviction that the Bible is the inspired Word of God! Like the religious Jews Paul was addressing, it's possible for both Jews and Gentiles today to believe the truth that is revealed in God's Word without that truth changing their hearts.  (See Dt #16:The New Birth.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why does this kind of external religion often give people a sense of false security and even keep others from having a born-again experience?

				

				

	

Paul Answers an Objection

				3 So what advantage does the Jew have? Or what is the benefit of circumcision? 2 Considerable in every way. First, they were entrusted with the spoken words of God. 3 What then? If some did not believe, will their unbelief cancel God's faithfulness? 4 Absolutely not! God must be true, even if everyone is a liar, as it is written:

				

				That You may be justified in Your words

				and triumph when You judge.af

				5 But if our unrighteousness highlightsag God's righteousness, what are we to say? I use a human argument:ah Is God unrighteous to inflict wrath? 6 Absolutely not! Otherwise, how will God judge the world? 7 But if by my lie God's truth is amplified to His glory, why am I also still judged as a sinner? 8 And why not say, just as some people slanderously claim we say,"Let us do what is evil so that good may come"? Their condemnation is deserved!(Review Rm #10: Our New Life in Christ.)

				

	

The Whole World Guilty before God

				9 What then? Are we any better? Not at all! For we have previously charged that both Jews and Gentilesai are all under sin, 10 as it is written:

				

				There is no one righteous, not even one.

				11 There is no one who understands;

				there is no one who seeks God.

				12 All have turned away;

				all alike have become useless.

				There is no one who does what is good,

				not even one.aj

				13 Their throat is an open grave;

				they deceive with their tongues.ak

				Vipers' venom is under their lips.al  (See Ps #143:Praying for Protection.)

				14 Their mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.am

				15 Their feet are swift to shed blood;

				16 ruin and wretchedness are in their paths,

				17 and the path of peace they have not known.an

				18 There is no fear of God before their eyes.ao  (See Ps #35:Extending God's Grace.)

				19 Now we know that whatever the law says speaks to those who are subject to the law,ap so that every mouth may be shut and the whole world may become subject to God's judgment.aq 20 For no one will be •justifiedar in His sight by the works of the law, because the knowledge of sin comes through the law.

				

	

God's Righteousness through Faith

				21 But now, apart from the law, God's righteousness has been revealed — attested by the Law and the Prophetsas22 — that is, God's righteousness through faith in Jesus Christ,at to all who believe, since there is no distinction.23 For all have sinned and fall short of theau glory of God. 24 They are justified freely by His grace through the •redemption that is in Christ Jesus.25 God presented Him as a •propitiationav through faith in His blood, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His restraint God passed over the sins previously committed.26 God presented Him to demonstrate His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be righteous and declare righteousaw the one who has faith in Jesus.

				A Principle to Live By - Salvation through Faith
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				#6 Since we all fall short of God's perfect standard of righteousness, in order to be saved we must put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

				Paul wove together a number of Old Testament sources—mainly from the Psalms—to demonstrate that we all have sinned and deserve judgment (vv. 10-18). He then presented the solution to our human predicament. God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to live an absolutely righteous life and to become a perfect sacrifice for our sins. To be forgiven and become righteous in God's sight, we need to sincerely put our faith in Jesus, accepting Him as the One who died in our place (v. 22; Jn 1:12-13). 

				Salvation is a free gift, as Paul explained in his letter to the Ephesians:

				For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God's gift—not from works, so that no one can boast. (Eph 2:8-9)  (See Eph #4:God's Gift.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so difficult for many people to accept the fact that salvation is a free gift?

				

				

	

Boasting Excluded

				27 Where then is boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law?ax By one of works? No, on the contrary, by a laway of faith. 28 For we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the works of the law. 29 Or is God for Jews only? Is He not also for Gentiles? Yes, for Gentiles too, 30 since there is one God who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 31 Do we then cancel the law through faith? Absolutely not! On the contrary, we uphold the law.  (See Mt #9:Fulfilling the Law.)

				

	

Abraham Justified by Faith

				4 What then can we say that Abraham, our physical ancestor,az has found? 2 If Abraham was •justifiedba by works, he has something to brag about — but not before God.3 For what does the Scripture say?

				

				Abraham believed God,

				and it was credited to him for righteousness.

				

				4 Now to the one who works, pay is not considered as a gift, but as something owed. 5 But to the one who does not work, but believes on Him who declares the ungodly to be righteous,bb his faith is credited for righteousness.

				

	

David Celebrating the Same Truth

				6 Likewise, David also speaks of the blessing of the man God credits righteousness to apart from works:

				

				7 How joyful are those whose lawless acts are forgiven

				and whose sins are covered!

				8 How joyful is the man

				the Lord will never charge with sin!bc

				

	

Abraham Justified before Circumcision

				9 Is this blessing only for the circumcised, then? Or is it also for the uncircumcised? For we say, Faith was credited to Abraham for righteousness.bd10 In what way then was it credited — while he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while he was circumcised, but uncircumcised. 11 And he received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faithbe while still uncircumcised. This was to make him the father of all who believe but are not circumcised, so that righteousness may be credited to them also. 12 And he became the father of the circumcised, who are not only circumcised but who also follow in the footsteps of the faith our father Abraham had while he was still uncircumcised.

				

	

The Promise Granted through Faith

				13 For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would inherit the world was not through the law, but through the righteousness that comes by faith.bf 14 If those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made empty and the promise is canceled. 15 For the law produces wrath. And where there is no law, there is no transgression.

				16 This is why the promise is by faith, so that it may be according to grace, to guarantee it to all the descendants — not only to those who are of the lawbg but also to those who are of Abraham's faith. He is the father of us all 17 in God's sight. As it is written: I have made you the father of many nations.bh He believed in God, who gives life to the dead and calls things into existence that do not exist. 18 He believed, hoping against hope, so that he became the father of many nationsbi according to what had been spoken: So will your descendants be.bj 19 He considered bk his own body to be already dead (since he was about 100 years old) and also considered the deadness of Sarah's womb, without weakening in the faith. 20 He did not waver in unbelief at God's promise but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21 because he was fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform. 22 Therefore, it was credited to him for righteousness.bl 23 Now it was credited to him was not written for Abraham alone,24 but also for us. It will be credited to us who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.25 He was delivered up forbm our trespasses and raised forbn our justification.bo

				A Principle to Live By - God's Free Gift

				[image: Getz1200.png]

				#7 Since salvation is obtained by grace through faith, we are to believe God and receive salvation as a free gift. 

				To help us understand this principle, Paul focused on Abraham's salvation experience. It was God's free gift. When he believed God's promise that he would have a son in his old age, at that moment he was made righteous before God (v. 3; Gn 15:6). Consequently, Abraham could not boast that his works were a part of his redemptive experience.  (See Gn #22:Justified by Faith.)

				To make sure we clearly understand this great salvation message, Paul reviewed three important facts:

				1.	Abraham's redemptive experience happened at least 14 years before he was circumcised (Rm 4:9-10; Gn 17:24). 

				2.	Abraham was made righteous by faith 430 years before the law was given at Mount Sinai (Rm 4:13; Gl 3:17-18). 

				3.	This gift of salvation is available to all who believe in God"who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead" (Rm 4:23-25). 

				Salvation is a gift from God, received by faith. Good works are also part of God's plan; however, they are not the means of our salvation but the results of our born-again experience.  (See Eph #8:Walking Worthy.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do so many people misunderstand God's free gift of salvation, thinking they have to also do good works in order to inherit eternal life?

				

				

	

Faith Triumphs

				5 Therefore, since we have been declared righteous by faith, we have peace bp with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.2 We have also obtained access through Him by faith bq into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also rejoice in our afflictions, because we know that affliction produces endurance, 4 endurance produces proven character, and proven character produces hope. 5 This hope will not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

				

	

Those Declared Righteous Are Reconciled

				6 For while we were still helpless, at the appointed moment, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For rarely will someone die for a just person — though for a good person perhaps someone might even dare to die. 8 But God proves His own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us! 9 Much more then, since we have now been declared righteous by His blood, we will be saved through Him from wrath. 10 For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, then how much more, having been reconciled, will we be saved by His life!11 And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ. We have now received this reconciliation through Him.

				A Principle to Live By - Peace with God

				[image: Getz1201.png]

				#8 When we are made righteous by faith, we are to have the full assurance of our salvation, now and eternally.

				Paul used the word"therefore" to connect what he had taught about being made righteous by faith and what happens the moment we are saved. As believers,"we have peace with God" (v. 1). We are no longer enemies of God because of our sin. We have been reconciled to our eternal Creator, and nothing can"separate us from the love of God."  (Review Rm #16: Security in Christ)

				Having this security in Christ also enables us to experience God's peace in the midst of difficult circumstances. Thus Paul wrote to the Philippians,

				Don't worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses every thought, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. (Php 4:6-7) 

				Reflection and Response

				What is the difference between peace with God and the peace of God?

				

				

	

Death through Adam and Life through Christ

				12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, in this way death spread to all men, because all sinned.br 13 In fact, sin was in the world before the law, but sin is not charged to a person's account when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless, death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who did not sin in the likeness of Adam's transgression. He is a prototypebs of the Coming One.

				15 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if by the one man's trespass the many died, how much more have the grace of God and the gift overflowed to the many by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ. 16 And the gift is not like the one man's sin, because from one sin came the judgment, resulting in condemnation, but from many trespasses came the gift, resulting in •justification.bt 17 Since by the one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive the overflow of grace and the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.

				18 So then, as through one trespass there is condemnation for everyone, so also through one righteous act there is life-giving justificationbu for everyone. 19 For just as through one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so also through the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous. 20 The law came along to multiply the trespass. But where sin multiplied, grace multiplied even more21 so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace will reign through righteousness, resulting in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Saving Grace

				[image: Getz1202.png]

				#9 To walk in God's will, we must believe that God's grace is far greater than the power of sin.

				When Paul wrote to the Corinthians, he succinctly summarized the primary truth in these more descriptive paragraphs in Romans—that"in Adam all die," but"in Christ all will be made alive" (1Co 15:22). In other words, when Adam disobeyed God by eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,"sin entered the world" and impacted not only Adam and Eve, but also all human beings after them and in fact all creation (Rm 8:18-22). However, when the Lord Jesus Christ died for the sins of the world, God's abundant grace provided a way of salvation through faith for all people.  (See 1Ch #1:God's Redemptive Plan.)

				Paul was not teaching a doctrine of universalism in these paragraphs—that is, that all people are automatically saved because of Christ's death and resurrection. Paul clearly taught that it is necessary to believe in Christ in order to be saved (Rm 3:22; 10:9; Gl 3:22; Eph 1:13; 2Th 2:13). And Jesus said,

				Enter through the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the road is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who go through it. How narrow is the gate and difficult the road that leads to life, and few find it. 
(Mt 7:13-14)

				Reflection and Response

				Since Jesus Christ died for the sins of all humanity in order to provide eternal life, why do so many people reject this magnificent gift and choose the road that leads to destruction?

				

				

	

The New Life in Christ

				6 What should we say then? Should we continue in sin so that grace may multiply?2 Absolutely not! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Or are you unaware that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?4 Therefore we were buried with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too may •walk in a new waybv of life. 5 For if we have been joined with Him in the likeness of His death, we will certainly also be in the likeness of His resurrection. 6 For we know that our old selfbw was crucified with Him in order that sin's dominion over the bodybx may be abolished, so that we may no longer be enslaved to sin, 7 since a person who has died is freedby from sin's claims.bz 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with Him, 9 because we know that Christ, having been raised from the dead, will not die again. Death no longer rules over Him. 10 For in light of the fact that He died, He died to sin once for all; but in light of the fact that He lives, He lives to God. 11 So, you too consider yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. ca

				12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, so that you obey cb its desires. 13 And do not offer any partscc of it to sin as weapons for unrighteousness. But as those who are alive from the dead, offer yourselves to God, and all the partscd of yourselves to God as weapons for righteousness. 14 For sin will not rule over you, because you are not under law but under grace.

				A Principle to Live By - Our New Life in Christ
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				#10 To walk in God's will, we should continually remind ourselves that we are dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

				Since God's grace can multiply far beyond the degree that sin can multiply, there were some who concluded that Christians should continue in sin so that they can experience more of God's grace and forgiveness. Paul confronted this thinking as perverted. Becoming very direct, he wrote that those who"slanderously claim" that he and his fellow missionaries were teaching that Christians should"do what is evil so that good may come" deserve condemnation (3:8).

				When we sincerely put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, the sin and guilt all of us have inherited because of Adam's transgression has been nailed to the cross with Christ. Furthermore, by faith we are raised with Christ so that we"may walk in a new way of life" (6:4). 

				This is not just a doctrine that will be fulfilled some day when Christ returns; it's a reality for all of us the moment we are born again. We are to live our lives in the light of this reality and, relying on His strength, offer ourselves entirely to Christ (12:1-2). Paul used the present tense to indicate that this should be a continuing process—we are to keep on considering ourselves"dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus" (6:11).  (Review Rm #21: Christ Centered Worship)

				Reflection and Response

				How does water baptism illustrate this wonderful truth of having died with Christ and having been raised to a new life?

				

				

	

From Slaves of Sin to Slaves of God

				15 What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Absolutely not! 16 Don't you know that if you offer yourselves to someonece as obedient •slaves, you are slaves of that one you obey — either of sin leading to death or of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But thank God that, although you used to be slaves of sin, you obeyed from the heart that pattern of teaching you were transferredcf to,18 and having been liberated from sin, you became enslaved to righteousness. 19 I am using a human analogycg because of the weakness of your flesh.ch For just as you offered the partsci of yourselves as slaves to moral impurity, and to greater and greater lawlessness, so now offer them as slaves to righteousness, which results in •sanctification. 20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free from allegiance to righteousness.cj 21 So what fruit was producedck then from the things you are now ashamed of? For the end of those things is death. 22 But now, since you have been liberated from sin and have become enslaved to God, you have your fruit, which results in sanctificationcl — and the end is eternal life!23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

				A Principle to Live By - The Apostles' Teaching
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				#11 To walk in God's will, we are to obey the pattern of teaching recorded in the Scriptures.

				God's abundant grace makes it so easy for some to rationalize and justify sinful behavior. Paul addressed this issue once again from a slightly different perspective. Since"we are not under law but under grace," should we use our freedom in Christ to continue to sin? Again Paul answered emphatically:"Absolutely not!" (v. 15; cp. vv. 1-2). 

				As we've seen, our freedom from the power of sin begins with a personal relationship with Christ. Once our hearts are changed, we are free to obey the Word of God, which Paul here called"that pattern of teaching" (v. 17). He was probably referring to what Luke identified as"the apostles' teaching" (Ac 2:42) and what Jesus referred to when He promised that"the Spirit of truth" would teach them all things (Jn 14:15-17,26). The Holy Spirit initially enabled the apostles to speak the truth, then He enabled them to record the truth as our New Testament Scriptures.  (See Jn #29:The Spirit of Truth.)

				Writing to Titus, Paul succinctly summarized what he had already recorded in this section of Romans:

				Paul, a slave of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to build up the faith of God's elect and their knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness. (Ti 1:1)

				Reflection and Response

				In understanding Paul's teachings in Romans, why is it important to consider the supernatural nature of Scripture?  (See Heb #7:The Word of God.)

				

				

	

An Illustration from Marriage

				7 Since I am speaking to those who understand law, •brothers, are you unaware that the law has authority over someone as long as he lives? 2 For example, a married woman is legally bound to her husband while he lives. But if her husband dies, she is released from the law regarding the husband. 3 So then, if she gives herself to another man while her husband is living, she will be called an adulteress. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law. Then, if she gives herself to another man, she is not an adulteress.

				4 Therefore, my brothers, you also were put to death in relation to the law through the crucified body of the •Messiah, so that you may belong to another — to Him who was raised from the dead — that we may bear fruit for God. 5 For when we were in the flesh, the sinful passions operated through the law in every part of uscm and bore fruit for death. 6 But now we have been released from the law, since we have died to what held us, so that we may serve in the new waycn of the Spirit and not in the old letter of the law.

				

	

Sin's Use of the Law

				7 What should we say then? Is the law sin? Absolutely not! On the contrary, I would not have known sin if it were not for the law. For example, I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, Do not covet.co 8 And sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind. For apart from the law sin is dead. 9 Once I was alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin sprang to life 10 and I died. The commandment that was meant for life resulted in death for me. 11 For sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me, and through it killed me. 12 So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and just and good.

				A Principle to Live By - The Power of Scripture
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				#12 To help people overcome their sinful attitudes and actions, we should continually expose them to the Word of God.

				As a Jew who had studied the Old Testament from childhood, Paul used his own experience to explain that the law of God is perfect. As he grew in his understanding of Scripture, he discovered how sinful he really was, even as a young man. In this sense, God's commandments are"holy and just and good" (v. 12)—they made Paul aware of his sin.

				In the same way, the complete Word of God as we have it in the Old and New Testaments is the primary means the Holy Spirit uses to"convict the world about sin, righteousness, and judgment" (Jn 16:8) and to enable Christians to grow spiritually (1Pt 2:1-2). This is profoundly illustrated in Timothy's experience:

				And you know that from childhood you have known the sacred Scriptures, which are able to give you wisdom for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. (2Tm 3:15-17)  (See 2Tm #8:Standing Firm on Scripture.)

				Paul began this section in Romans by illustrating this truth from marriage laws (Rm 7:1-3). Just as a widow was released from her wedding vows when her husband died,"we have been released from the law" when we are by faith joined to Jesus Christ. We can now"serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old letter of the law" (v. 6). In fact, it is the Spirit of God using the Word of God to make both Christians and non-Christians aware of their sins and to reveal the way to freedom in Jesus Christ. 

				Reflection and Response

				How does Jesus' parable of the sower relate to the power of Scripture?  (See Mk #6:Being Faithful Witnesses.)

				

				

	

The Problem of Sin in Us

				13 Therefore, did what is good cause my death?cp Absolutely not! On the contrary, sin, in order to be recognized as sin, was producing death in me through what is good, so that through the commandment, sin might become sinful beyond measure. 14 For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am made out of flesh, cq sold into sin's power. 15 For I do not understand what I am doing, because I do not practice what I want to do, but I do what I hate. 16 And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree with the law that it is good. 17 So now I am no longer the one doing it, but it is sin living in me. 18 For I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do what is good is with me, but there is no ability to do it. 19 For I do not do the good that I want to do, but I practice the evil that I do not want to do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, I am no longer the one doing it, but it is the sin that lives in me. 21 So I discover this principle:cr When I want to do what is good, evil is with me. 22 For in my inner selfcs I joyfully agree with God's law. 23 But I see a different law in the parts of my body,ct waging war against the law of my mind and taking me prisoner to the law of sin in the parts of my body.cu 24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this dying body?25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord!cv So then, with my mind I myself am a slave to the law of God, but with my flesh, to the law of sin.

				A Principle to Live By - Inner Conflict
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				#13 Even though we sincerely desire to walk in God's will, we should expect inner struggles when choosing between doing right and doing wrong.

				There are at least three basic interpretations regarding what Paul was describing in these paragraphs. Some of the early church fathers taught that he was referring to an unbelieving, self-righteous Pharisee living under the law, as Paul was before he was saved. Augustine, Luther, and Calvin believed he was describing a sincere Christian who faces ordinary temptations in living the Christian life. The third view is that Paul was describing a carnal Christian. 

				The second view seems most probable, since Paul was describing himself in the present tense (vv. 18-19). He had deep respect and love for the law—even as a Christian—and he had an intense desire to walk in God's will. However, when he tried to do this in his own strength, he failed miserably. In despair he cried out for help and then immediately testified that Jesus Christ graciously delivered him. 

				If this interpretation is accurate, what Paul wrote is a portrait of all Christians who love God's Word and who in their hearts desire to obey God. However, even as sincere believers, we are not delivered from the temptation to regress to old patterns of sinful behavior. 

				Reflection and Response

				Though it appears Paul was referring to the struggle all sincere Christians face, how does the inner conflict Paul described also apply to unbelievers or carnal Christians who understand the message of the Word of God but who are resisting the convicting power of the Holy Spirit?  (See 1Co #7:Becoming Like Christ.)

				

				

	

The Life-Giving Spirit

				8 Therefore, no condemnation now exists for those in Christ Jesus, cw2 because the Spirit's law of life in Christ Jesus has set you cx free from the law of sin and of death.3 What the law could not do since it was limitedcy by the flesh, God did. He condemned sin in the flesh by sending His own Son in flesh like ours under sin's domain,cz and as a sin offering,4 in order that the law's requirement would be accomplished in us who do not •walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who liveda according to the flesh think about the things of the flesh, but those who livedb according to the Spirit, about the things of the Spirit. 6 For the mind-set of the flesh is death, but the mind-set of the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind-set of the flesh is hostile to God because it does not submit itself to God's law, for it is unable to do so. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 You, however, are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, sincedc the Spirit of God lives in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. 10 Now if Christ is in you, the body is deaddd because of sin, but the Spiritde is life because of righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead lives in you, then He who raised Christ from the dead will also bring your mortal bodies to life through df His Spirit who lives in you.

				

	

The Holy Spirit's Ministries

				12 So then, •brothers, we are not obligated to the flesh to live according to the flesh, 13 for if you live according to the flesh, you are going to die. But if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 All those led by God's Spirit are God's sons.15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption, by whom we cry out,"•Abba, Father!"16 The Spirit Himself testifies together with our spirit that we are God's children, 17 and if children, also heirs — heirs of God and coheirs with Christ — seeing thatdg we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.

				A Principle to Live By - The Indwelling Spirit
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				#14 When we face temptations to violate God's will, we are to draw on the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit to enable us to be victorious over sin.

				Our victory over sin begins with a correct understanding of what immediately happens when we are saved by grace through faith. We have eternal life and our failures will not separate us from God's love. We will not be condemned because of sinful choices (v. 1). 

				But as Paul continued to unfold God's plan of redemption, he introduced his readers to the ministry of the Holy Spirit. Though mentioned only three times in Romans chapters 1–7 (1:4; 2:29; 7:6), the third person of the Trinity is referred to twenty times in chapter 8. 

				When we are born again by the Holy Spirit, we become a"new creation" in Jesus Christ,"old things have passed away, and look, new things have come" (2Co 5:17). If we are indeed true believers who understand God's love and grace, we will begin to manifest the fruit of the Holy Spirit (Gl 5:22-23). True believers will be"strengthened with power . . . through His Spirit" in order to"walk worthy" of our calling in Christ (Eph 3:16; 4:1). The Holy Spirit is the"down payment" guaranteeing our glorious inheritance as adopted children of God (Eph 1:14; cp. Rm 8:29-30)!  (See Eph #7:Experiencing God's Power.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways have you experienced the Spirit's power to enable you to resist temptation and do God's will?

				

				

	

From Groans to Glory

				18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is going to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation eagerly waits with anticipation for God's sons to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility — not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it — in the hope 21 that the creation itself will also be set free from the bondage of corruption into the glorious freedom of God's children. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together with labor pains until now. 23 And not only that, but we ourselves who have the Spirit as the •firstfruits — we also groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for adoption, the •redemption of our bodies. 24 Now in this hope we were saved, yet hope that is seen is not hope, because who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with patience.

				26 In the same way the Spirit also joins to help in our weakness, because we do not know what to pray for as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us dh with unspoken groanings. 27 And He who searches the hearts knows the Spirit's mind-set, because He intercedes for the •saints according to the will of God.

				A Principle to Live By - Divine Prayer

				#15 When we become discouraged, we should remember the intercessory ministry both of the Holy Spirit and of the Lord Jesus Christ.

				[image: Getz1208.png]

				Even as believers, we are still living in imperfect bodies. Not only are we tempted to offer the parts of our bodies to unrighteousness (6:12), but the impact of sin has caused a variety of ailments. For Paul, he also suffered severe persecution because of his apostolic calling (2Co 11:24-28). However, his relationship with Christ and the Holy Spirit helped him to face these difficulties with eternal hope (2Co 5:1-5). 

				When we become discouraged because of our human weakness, we need to remember 
that we have two intercessors. The Holy Spirit dwells within us and"intercedes for us with unspoken groanings" (Rm 8:26). Furthermore, Jesus Christ, who knows the Spirit's mindset, is"at the right hand of God and intercedes for us" (v. 34). 

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the experiences in your life where you have needed to rely on the intercessory prayers of the Holy Spirit?

				

				28 We know that all things work together di for the good of those who love God: those who are called according to His purpose.29 For those He foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brothers.30 And those He predestined, He also called; and those He called, He also •justified; and those He justified, He also glorified.

				

	

The Believer's Triumph

				31 What then are we to say about these things?

				If God is for us, who is against us?

				32 He did not even spare His own Son

				but offered Him up for us all;

				how will He not also with Him grant us everything?

				33 Who can bring an accusation against God's elect?

				God is the One who justifies.

				34 Who is the one who condemns?

				Christ Jesus is the One who died,

				but even more, has been raised;

				He also is at the right hand of God

				and intercedes for us.

				35 Who can separate us from the love of Christ?

				Can affliction or anguish or persecution

				or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?

				36 As it is written:

				Because of You

				we are being put to death all day long;

				we are counted as sheep to be slaughtered.dj

				37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious

				through Him who loved us.

				38 For I am persuaded that not even death or life,

				angels or rulers,

				things present or things to come, hostile powers,

				39 height or depth, or any other created thing

				will have the power to separate us

				from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord!

				

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Security in Christ
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				#16 No matter the circumstances of life, we are to take comfort in the fact that we are secure in Christ, now and eternally.

				When Paul penned this final section in Romans 8, he wanted all believers to know that they are secure in Christ. From God's point of view, we are not only"justified" but"also glorified" (v. 30). From the perspective of history, this is mystifying, but from an eternal perspective, we are already seated with Christ in the heavens (Eph 2:6). We are indeed secure in Christ! 

				As a missionary, Paul had experienced affliction, anguish, persecution, famine, nakedness, dangers, and the threat of martyrdom by the sword (Rm 8:35; 2Co 11:24-28). Yet he viewed all of these horrible experiences with an eternal perspective (Rm 8:28). Paul believed that when he arrived in heaven, everything that happened to him—including evil actions—would be for his good and the good of the gospel.

				This truth is also a great mystery. How can we explain all the evil actions in this world that impact innocent people, including children? We cannot. We can only trust God, knowing that someday we will understand.  (See Gn #70:Understanding God's Purpose.)

				Reflection and Response

				Knowing God cannot be the author of evil, how can we counsel people who have been victims of others' evil actions?

				

				

	

Israel's Rejection of Christ

				9 I speak the truth in Christ — I am not lying; my conscience is testifying to me with the Holy Spiritdk — 2 that I have intense sorrow and continual anguish in my heart. 3 For I could almost wish to be cursed and cut offdl from the •Messiah for the benefit of my •brothers, my own flesh and blood. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the temple service, and the promises. 5 The ancestors are theirs, and from them, by physical descent,dm came the Messiah, who is God over all, praised forever.dn •Amen.

				A Principle to Live By - A Compassionate Heart

				[image: Getz1210.png]

				#17 We should develop a passion for all people who need to hear the good news regarding the gift of salvation. 

				Paul had a deep love for his fellow Jews, so much so that in his heart he was willing to forego heaven if they could be saved. This, of course, was an impossibility since nothing could undo his own salvation (8:29-39). Perhaps he was reflecting on Moses' compassion when he too was willing to have his name erased from the Book of Life if God would not forgive his fellow Israelites.  (See Ex #33:Supernatural Compassion.)

				Paul's anguish reveals his soul. He was amazed that God would choose him for salvation when he had been aggressively persecuting the followers of the Messiah. Overwhelmed by God's grace in his life, he longed to see it extended to his countrymen.

				There is a lesson here for us all. Though God is sovereign in all that He does, we must never take our salvation for granted, nor should we fail to be concerned for all people who have not heard the gospel or who have heard but have not responded. Even though he believed and taught God's elective grace, Paul certainly exemplified this principle of love and compassion. 

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some Christians who believe and teach God's sovereign grace fail to have a passion to evangelize the lost? 

				

				

	

God's Gracious Election of Israel

				6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel.7 Neither are they all children because they are Abraham's descendants.do On the contrary, your •offspring will be traceddpthrough Isaac.dq8 That is, it is not the children by physical descentdr who are God's children, but the children of the promise are considered to be the offspring. 9 For this is the statement of the promise: At this time I will come, and Sarah will have a son.ds10 And not only that, but also Rebekah received a promise when she became pregnantdt by one man, our ancestor Isaac. 11 For though her sons had not been born yet or done anything good or bad, so that God's purpose according to election might stand —12 not from works but from the One who calls — she was told: The older will serve the younger.du13 As it is written: I have loved Jacob, but I have hated Esau.dv

				

	

God's Selection Is Just

				14 What should we say then? Is there injustice with God? Absolutely not! 15 For He tells Moses:

				

				I will show mercy

				to whom I will show mercy,

				and I will have compassion

				on whom I will have compassion.dw

				

				16 So then it does not depend on human will or effortdx but on God who shows mercy. 17 For the Scripture tells Pharaoh:

				

				I raised you up for this reason

				so that I may display My power in you

				and that My name may be proclaimed in all the earth.dy  (See Is #33:God's Sovereignty.)

				

				18 So then, He shows mercy to those He wants to, and He hardens those He wants to harden.

				19 You will say to me, therefore,"Why then does He still find fault? For who can resist His will?" 20 But who are you, a mere man, to talk back to God? Will what is formed say to the one who formed it,"Why did you make me like this?" 21 Or has the potter no right over the clay, to make from the same lump one piece of pottery for honor and another for dishonor? 22 And what if God, desiring to display His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much patience objects of wrath ready for destruction? 23 And what if He did this to make known the riches of His glory on objects of mercy that He prepared beforehand for glory — 24 on us, the ones He also called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles? 25 As He also says in Hosea:

				

				I will call Not My People, My People,

				and she who is Unloved, Beloved.dz

				26 And it will be in the place where they were told,

				you are not My people,

				there they will be called sons of the living God.ea

				

				27 But Isaiah cries out concerning Israel:

				

				Though the number of Israel's sons

				is like the sand of the sea,

				only the remnant will be saved;

				28 for the Lord will execute His sentence

				completely and decisively on the earth.eb, ec

				

				29 And just as Isaiah predicted:

				

				If the Lord of •Hostsedhad not left us offspring,

				we would have become like Sodom,

				and we would have been made like Gomorrah.ee

				A Principle to Live By - God's Sovereign Mercy
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				#18 We must understand that God's elective grace is not only based on who He is, but is also directly related to His love for all lost humanity. 

				Earlier in this letter, Paul taught that"all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (3:23), but God chose Abraham out of flagrant idolatry and immorality and provided a way of salvation through his seed, the Lord Jesus Christ (Gn 12:1-3; Rm 4:1-3).  (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				God proceeded to fulfill this plan through Isaac and Jacob. He bypassed Ishmael and Esau, not in terms of their potential salvation but in terms of being the channel through whom the Messiah would eventually be born. The words"loved" and"hated" in this context merely mean"chosen" and"not chosen" to represent His covenant—they do not speak of God's heart for mankind. Jesus Christ clearly expressed the nature of God's compassion in His conversation with Nicodemus when He declared,"For God loved the world in this way: He gave His One and Only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life" (Jn 3:16). Jesus' death on the cross and His shed blood was sufficient to pay for the sins of everyone who has been and will be born into this world. The gift of salvation is for everyone. Unfortunately, even many of Abraham's children in the flesh rejected this gift.  (See Mal #1:Living Transformed Lives.)

				Reflection and Response

				What would have happened to all humanity if God had not provided a plan of redemption by sovereignly choosing Abraham out of his idolatrous lifestyle? (See Rm 9:29.)

				

				

	

Israel's Present State

				30 What should we say then? Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained righteousness — namely the righteousness that comes from faith.31 But Israel, pursuing the law for righteousness, has not achieved the righteousness of the law. ef32 Why is that? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as if it were by works. eg They stumbled over the stumbling stone.33 As it is written:

				Look! I am putting a stone in •Zion to stumble over

				and a rock to trip over,

				yet the one who believes on Him

				will not be put to shame.eh  (See Is #21: God's Household.)

				

	

Righteousness by Faith Alone

				10 •Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God concerning them ei is for their salvation! 2 I can testify about them that they have zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3 Because they disregarded the righteousness from God and attempted to establish their own righteousness, they have not submitted themselves to God's righteousness. 4 For Christ is the endej of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 5 For Moses writes about the righteousness that is from the law: The one who does these things will live by them.ek 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith speaks like this: Do not say in your heart, "Who will go up to heaven?"el that is, to bring Christ down 7 or,"Who will go down into the •abyss?"em that is, to bring Christ up from the dead. 8 On the contrary, what does it say? The message is near you, in your mouth and in your heart.en This is the message of faith that we proclaim: 9 If you confess with your mouth,"Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 One believes with the heart, resulting in righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, resulting in salvation. 11 Now the Scripture says, Everyone who believes on Him will not be put to shame,eo 12 for there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, since the same Lord of all is rich to all who call on Him. 13 For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.ep

				

	

Israel's Rejection of the Message

				14 But how can they call on Him they have not believed in? And how can they believe without hearing about Him? And how can they hear without a preacher? 15 And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: How beautifuleq are the feet of those er who announce the gospel of good things!es 16 But all did not obey the gospel. For Isaiah says, Lord, who has believed our message?et 17 So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the message about Christ. eu18 But I ask,"Did they not hear?" Yes, they did:

				

				Their voice has gone out to all the earth,

				and their words to the ends of the inhabited world.ev

				

				19 But I ask,"Did Israel not understand?" First, Moses said:

				

				I will make you jealous

				of those who are not a nation;

				I will make you angry by a nation

				that lacks understanding.ew

				

				20 And Isaiah says boldly:

				

				I was found

				by those who were not looking for Me;

				I revealed Myself

				to those who were not asking for Me.ex

				

				21 But to Israel he says: All day long I have spread out My hands to a disobedient and defiant people.ey

				A Principle to Live By - Human Responsibility
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				#19 We are to faithfully share with all people that they are responsible to respond to God's mercy and grace.

				After outlining God's sovereign actions in Romans chapter 9, Paul focused more specifically on human responsibility in chapter 10. No human being has been able to explain fully this awesome paradox. Unfortunately, when we try, we often end up emphasizing one perspective while neglecting the other. 

				
						An overemphasis on God's sovereignty often leads to human irresponsibility. 

						An overemphasis on human responsibility often leads to a theology that neglects or even rejects God's sovereign election.

				

				When Paul focused on God's sovereign grace in chapter 9, he made it clear that our redemption"does not depend on human will or effort" (9:16). However, in chapter 10, he stated that"everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved" (10:13). Again, from God's eternal perspective, only those who have been chosen will respond to God's grace (Ac 13:48). However, the message of salvation is still available to all people and we're all responsible for our response to that message. 

				This indeed is a marvelous antinomy—two great realities that are irreconcilable from our limited human perspective. But, once again we can turn to John's gospel for understanding and reassurance:

				For God did not send His Son into the world that He might condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. Anyone who believes in Him is not condemned, but anyone who does not believe is already condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the One and Only Son of God. (Jn 3:17-18)

				Reflection and Response

				According to the apostle Peter, why hasn't the Lord Jesus Christ returned?  (See 2Pt #5:Looking for Christ's Return.)

				

				

	

Israel's Rejection Not Total

				11 I ask, then, has God rejected His people? Absolutely not! For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew. Or don't you know what the Scripture says in the passage about Elijah — how he pleads with God against Israel?

				

				3 Lord, they have killed Your prophets

				and torn down Your altars.

				I am the only one left,

				and they are trying to take my life!ez

				

				4 But what was God's reply to him? I have left 7,000 men for Myself who have not bowed down to •Baal.fa 5 In the same way, then, there is also at the present time a remnant chosen by grace. 6 Now if by grace, then it is not by works; otherwise grace ceases to be grace. fb

				7 What then? Israel did not find what it was looking for, but the elect did find it. The rest were hardened, 8 as it is written:

				

				God gave them a spirit of insensitivity,fc

				eyes that cannot see

				and ears that cannot hear,

				to this day.fd

				

				9 And David says:

				

				Let their feastingfe become a snare and a trap,

				a pitfall and a retribution to them.

				10 Let their eyes be darkened so they cannot see,

				and their backs be bent continually.ff

				

	

Israel's Rejection Not Final

				11 I ask, then, have they stumbled in order to fall? Absolutely not! On the contrary, by their stumbling,fg salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel jealous. 12 Now if their stumblingfh brings riches for the world, and their failure riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their full number bring!

				13 Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. In view of the fact that I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 14 if I can somehow make my own peoplefi jealous and save some of them. 15 For if their rejection brings reconciliation to the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead? 16 Now if the •firstfruits offered up are holy, so is the whole batch. And if the root is holy, so are the branches.

				17 Now if some of the branches were broken off, and you, though a wild olive branch, were grafted in among them and have come to share in the rich root fj of the cultivated olive tree, 18 do not brag that you are better than those branches. But if you do brag — you do not sustain the root, but the root sustains you. 19 Then you will say,"Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in." 20 True enough; they were broken off by unbelief, but you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but be afraid. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, He will not spare you either. 22 Therefore, consider God's kindness and severity: severity toward those who have fallen but God's kindness toward you — if you remain in His kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut off. 23 And even they, if they do not remain in unbelief, will be grafted in, because God has the power to graft them in again. 24 For if you were cut off from your native wild olive and against nature were grafted into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these — the natural branches — be grafted into their own olive tree?  (See Is #5: Pride and Unbelief; Ezk #8: The One, True God.)

				25 So that you will not be conceited,•brothers, I do not want you to be unaware of this •mystery: A partial hardening has come to Israel until the full number of the Gentiles has come in.26 And in this way allfk Israel will be saved, as it is written:

				

				The Liberator will come from •Zion;

				He will turn away godlessness from Jacob.

				27 And this will be My covenant with themfl

				when I take away their sins.fm

				

				28 Regarding the gospel, they are enemies for your advantage, but regarding election, they are loved because of the patriarchs, 29 since God's gracious gifts and calling are irrevocable.fn 30 As you once disobeyed God, but now have received mercy through their disobedience, 31 so they too have now disobeyed, resulting in mercy to you, so that they also now fo may receive mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience, so that He may have mercy on all.

				A Principle to Live By - The Great Commission
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				#20 Regardless of God's future plan for Israel as a nation, our primary focus today should be on God's present plan for both Jews and Gentiles.

				There are very capable Bible students who believe that the kingdom promises to the nation Israel are now being fulfilled in the church. However, many others take Paul's words literally and believe that God does have a future plan for Israel as a nation—that is, that at some future time"all Israel will be saved" (v. 26). This conclusion is also based on the statements of many Old Testament prophets who taught that Jesus Christ will rule and reign someday from David's throne in Jerusalem.  (See Is #3:The Messiah's Reign.)

				When these prophecies would come true was a question that occupied the minds of the apostles, even at the time Christ ascended back to heaven."Lord," they asked,"are You restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time?" (Ac 1:6). Jesus did not answer; rather, He told them to wait in Jerusalem for the coming Holy Spirit. They would then be witnesses, beginning"in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth" (Ac 1:8). To this day, faithful Christians are still engaged in this process—carrying out the Great Commission (Mt 28:19-20). 

				The Lord still does not want us to know"times or periods" (Ac 1:7; cp. Mt 24:36). However, we are definitely to be ready at any moment to be removed from this earth (1Co 15:58). In the meantime, we are to continue sharing the good news that all people—both Jews and Gentiles—can become a part of the body of Christ (Eph 2:17-22). Our task is not finished and will not be"until the full number of the Gentiles has come in" (Rm 11:25).  (See Eph #5:Oneness in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				If true believers are members of one body, how should this impact our attitudes and actions regarding what is happening in Israel today—among messianic Jews and Christian Arabs and all other Gentile believers?

				

				

	

A Hymn of Praise

				33 Oh, the depth of the riches

				both of the wisdom and the knowledge of God!

				How unsearchable His judgments

				and untraceable His ways!

				34 For who has known the mind of the Lord?

				Or who has been His counselor?

				35 Or who has ever first given to Him,

				and has to be repaid?fp

				36 For from Him and through Him

				and to Him are all things.

				To Him be the glory forever. •Amen.  (See Jb #18:Meaning in Suffering.)

				

	

A Living Sacrifice

				12 Therefore, •brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual worship. fq2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God.

				A Principle to Live By - Christ-Centered Worship

				#21 In view of God's mercy, we are humbly to acknowledge His sovereign grace and worship Him by offering all parts of our bodies as a living sacrifice.

				[image: Getz1214.png]

				Paul concluded the first eleven chapters of Romans with one of the greatest hymns of praise ever penned. In view of who God is and what He has done for us, Paul was overwhelmed (11:33-36). Isaiah recorded a similar sentiment:

				"For My thoughts are not your thoughts, and your ways are not My ways." This is the Lord's 
declaration."For as heaven is higher than earth, so My ways are higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts." (Is 55:8-9)  (See Is #39:God's Omniscience and Omnipotence.)

				As believers, how are we to respond to all that God has revealed about this"great salvation" (Heb 2:3-4)? Paul answered this question as he transitioned to chapter 12. In the first eleven chapters, he demonstrated that

				
						all human beings are sinners, and the wages of sin is death, physically and spiritually (Rm chaps. 1–3);

						all people can be made righteous through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, whether looking forward or back to the cross (chaps. 4–5);

						all believers can live a godly life because of our identity with Christ in His death and resurrection and because of the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit (chaps. 6–8);

						all born-again believers have been chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world, not only for salvation but to live a godly life (chaps. 9–11).

				

				"Therefore," in view of God's marvelous mercy and grace, clearly taught in the first eleven chapters, we are to"discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God" by

				
						surrendering completely in radical obedience (12:1);

						not modeling our lives according to secular culture (v. 2a);

						allowing ourselves to be profoundly changed through the ongoing sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit (v. 2b). 

				

				As Paul continued his letter, he outlined definitively what God's will really is for our lives. Thankfully, we can understand and discern it and live a life of obedience through His divine enablement.  (See Lv #5:A Fragrant Offering.)

				Reflection and Response

				In view of all that God has done for us through Jesus Christ, why do some Christians continue to"walk according to the flesh" rather than"according to the Spirit" (8:4)?  (See Gl #10:Life in the Spirit.)

				

				

	

Many Gifts but One Body

				3 For by the grace given to me, I tell everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he should think. Instead, think sensibly, as God has distributed a measure of faith to each one. 4 Now as we have many parts in one body, and all the parts do not have the same function, 5 in the same way we who are many are one body in Christ and individually members of one another. 6 According to the grace given to us, we have different gifts:

				

				If prophecy,

				use it according to the standard of one'sfr faith;

				7 if service, in service;

				if teaching, in teaching;

				8 if exhorting, in exhortation;

				giving, with generosity;

				leading, with diligence;

				showing mercy, with cheerfulness.

				A Principle to Live By - A Servant's Heart
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				#22 To live in God's will, we are to humbly serve one another within the body of Jesus Christ. 

				There is no place for prideful attitudes and actions among believers. We have not earned our position in the body of Christ—we are all saved by grace apart from our human effort. Consequently, we are to use our gifts and abilities, whatever they may be, to build up one another. Just as no individual part of our physical body can function in isolation, so no individual member of the body of Christ can function in isolation. We are indeed"members of one another" (v. 5).  (See Ex #21:Leadership Blind Spots.)

				Reflection and Response

				What happens in a local church when individual members, including spiritual leaders, think more highly of themselves than they should? 

				

				

	

Christian Ethics

				9 Love must be without hypocrisy. Detest evil; cling to what is good. 10 Show family affection to one another with brotherly love. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lack diligence; be fervent in spirit; serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; be persistent in prayer. 13 Share with the •saints in their needs; pursue hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. 16 Be in agreement with one another. Do not be proud; instead, associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own estimation.

				A Principle to Live By - Sincere Love
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				#23 To live in God's will, we are continually to demonstrate authentic love for one another.

				Paul's initial exhortation in this paragraph serves as his topic sentence. As believers, we must not mask love. We must be authentic, which will only happen when we practice Christ's love and intensely oppose any kind of immoral and unethical behavior. We must be committed to doing what is right.  (See Eph #11:Walking in Love.)

				Sincere and consistent love is the foundation for all of the exhortations that Paul outlined in this paragraph. For example, when Christians practice this kind of authentic love, the church becomes a place where emotional wounds can be healed. This is why Paul exhorted believers to"show family affection to one another with brotherly love" (Rm 12:10). 

				In verses 4-5, Paul used the metaphor of the many parts of one body. Here he used the Greek word philadelphia to introduce the metaphor of a family: we are brothers and sisters in Christ. When we"show family affection to one another," we are able to re-parent people of all ages who have never experienced authentic and consistent love in their biological families.

				Family dysfunction was epidemic in the Roman world, and God designed the church to help these people experience God's unconditional love and then to share this kind of love with others—in their biological families, in the church, and in their association with unsaved neighbors.  (See 1Th #3:God's Household Model.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is this re-parenting concept still so important today?

				

				17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Try to do what is honorable in everyone's eyes. 18 If possible, on your part, live at peace with everyone. 19 Friends, do not avenge yourselves; instead, leave room for Hisfs wrath. For it is written: Vengeance belongs to Me; I will repay,ft says the Lord. 20 But

				

				

				If your enemy is hungry, feed him.

				If he is thirsty, give him something to drink.

				For in so doing

				you will be heaping fiery coals on his head.fu  (See Pr #41:Demonstrating Christ's Love.)

				

				21 Do not be conquered by evil, but conquer evil with good.

				A Principle to Live By - Avoiding Vengeance
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				#24 To live in God's will, we are to demonstrate Christlike love to our enemies.

				Paul issued one of the most difficult challenges we face as Christians. We are not to retaliate and"repay anyone evil for evil" (v. 17). It's hard enough to love our brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. It is much harder to love those who are not a part of God's family and who treat us in evil ways. To demonstrate this kind of love, of course, is only possible when we are motivated and energized by God's Holy Spirit (Gl 5:22-23).

				This does not mean that as Christians we are not entitled to justice when we are victims of criminal behavior. As we'll see in the next chapter of this letter, this is one reason God has established government authorities. However, we are not to become vengeful and take matters into our own hands. Jesus taught,

				You have heard that it was said, Love your neighbor and hate your enemy. But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. (Mt 5:43-44)  (See Mt #12:Loving as Christ Loved.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does this principle apply to Christians who have been wronged by so-called fellow believers? (See Mt 18:15-17.) 

				

				

	

A Christian's Duties to the State

				13 Everyone must submit to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except from God, and those that exist are instituted by God. 2 So then, the one who resists the authority is opposing God's command, and those who oppose it will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have its approval. 4 For government is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, because it does not carry the sword for no reason. For government is God's servant, an avenger that brings wrath on the one who does wrong. 5 Therefore, you must submit, not only because of wrath, but also because of your conscience. 6 And for this reason you pay taxes, since the authorities are God's public servants, continually attending to these tasks.fv 7 Pay your obligations to everyone: taxes to those you owe taxes, tolls to those you owe tolls, respect to those you owe respect, and honor to those you owe honor.

				A Principle to Live By - Civic Responsibilities

				[image: Getz1218.png]

				#25 To live in God's will, we are to be good citizens. 

				Paul was not using the phrase"God's servant" here in the same way he used it of himself, of church leaders, and of all Christ-followers (v. 4; cp. 1Co 3:5; Gl 5:13). Nevertheless, God has established government to be His servant to all people in all places at all times. This servant role applies to those who occupy positions of leadership as well as to the government structures themselves. So these leaders, pagan though they may be, become God's servants to maintain law and order in a sinful world that would deteriorate into chaos without this divine plan. Therefore, as Christians, we are to submit to them since they have authority delegated from God Himself.  (See Pr #40:Civic Responsibility.)

				Practically speaking, this means paying taxes and other financial obligations and demonstrating respect and honor, even though we may disagree with a government leader's lifestyle and decisions. Also, one of our main responsibilities is to pray for these leaders.  (See 1Tm #4:Prayer for Government Leaders.)

				This does not mean, however, that we are obligated to submit to these leaders when they order us to violate God's will. We still serve a higher authority. Jesus made this clear when He taught those who were under Roman authority to"give back to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's" (Mt 22:21). When Jesus commanded the apostles to proclaim His death and resurrection in Jerusalem and the Sanhedrin told them to stop, they responded,"We must obey God rather than men" (Ac 1:8; 5:28-29). 

				We may pay a penalty for obeying God rather than government. The apostles were flogged (Ac 5:40). James paid the ultimate price for his civil disobedience (Ac 12:1), as have many Christians throughout the centuries. God has never guaranteed that these government servants will not deteriorate into evil people.  (See Ps #7:Concern for Justice.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does the application of this principle differ in various governmental systems (See Ac 5:32,42; 1Pt 2:13-15)?  (See Ac #10:Our Dual Citizenship.)

				

				

	

Love, Our Primary Duty

				8 Do not owe anyone anything,fw except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.9 The commandments:

				

				Do not commit adultery;

				do not murder;

				

				do not steal; fx

				do not covet;fy

				

				and whatever other commandment — all are summed up by this: Love your neighbor as yourself.fz

				10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor. Love, therefore, is the fulfillment of the law.

				A Principle to Live By - Loving One Another

				[image: Getz1219.png]

				#26 To live in God's will, we are to obey Christ's new command. 

				After washing the disciple's feet, Jesus gave them a new command: love one another, just as He, their teacher and Lord, had loved them by serving them. If they carried out this new command, they would be demonstrating to all people that they were true Christ followers (Jn 13:34-35).  (See Jn #28:Modeling Love.)

				Paul elaborated on this new command. This kind of Christlike love for one another"is the fulfillment of the law" (Rm 13:10). Love, of course, begins with our love for God, which is summarized in the initial commandments given at Mount Sinai (Ex 20:1-8). But if we indeed love God with all our hearts and souls and minds, we will also love our neighbors as ourselves and will not violate the commandments listed by Paul (Rm 13:9). Jesus taught that"All the Law and the Prophets depend on these two commands" (Mt 22:37-40). In Romans, Paul chose to focus on these relational"one another" commandments, just as Jesus did in the upper room.  (See Ex #27:The Greatest Commandments.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though loving God is certainly a priority, why does Christlike love for one another enable us to love the God we cannot see?

				

				

	

Put On Christ

				11 Besides this, knowing the time, it is already the hour for you ga to wake up from sleep, for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.12 The night is nearly over, and the daylight is near, so let us discard the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.13 Let us •walk with decency, as in the daylight: not in carousing and drunkenness; not in sexual impurity and promiscuity; not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no plans to satisfy the fleshly desires.

				A Principle to Live By - Walking in the Light
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				#27 To live in God's will, we are to walk according to the Spirit and not according to the flesh.

				In this paragraph, Paul demonstrated how Christlike love relates to moral and upright living. If we truly love our neighbors as ourselves, we'll reflect the"fruit of the Spirit" in our relationships rather than the"works of the flesh" (Gl 5:19-23). We'll"discard the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light" (Rm 13:12).  (See Gl #10:Life in the Spirit.)

				Even though God redeemed us so that we will do good works (Eph 2:10), this does not happen automatically when we're saved. We can still use our free will"to satisfy the fleshly desires" in us or to walk"according to the Spirit" (Rm 8:5; cp. Php 4:8). In order to live in God's will, we must daily"put on the Lord Jesus Christ" (Rm 13:14). We put on clothes to protect ourselves from the elements and to make ourselves presentable. In the same way, we should clothe ourselves with Christ's love and righteousness. 

				Reflection and Response

				In what way is Ephesians 5:1-4 a parallel to what Paul wrote in this paragraph in Romans?  (See Eph #11:Walking in Love.)

				

				

	

The Law of Liberty

				14 Accept anyone who is weak in faith,gb but don't argue about doubtful issues. 2 One person believes he may eat anything, but one who is weak eats only vegetables. 3 One who eats must not look down on one who does not eat, and one who does not eat must not criticize one who does, because God has accepted him. 4 Who are you to criticize another's household slave? Before his own Lord he stands or falls. And he will stand. For the Lord is able gc to make him stand.

				5 One person considers one day to be above another day. Someone else considers every day to be the same. Each one must be fully convinced in his own mind. 6 Whoever observes the day, observes it for the honor of the Lord. gd Whoever eats, eats for the Lord, since he gives thanks to God; and whoever does not eat, it is for the Lord that he does not eat it, yet he thanks God. 7 For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself. 8 If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 9 Christ died and came to life for this: that He might rule over both the dead and the living. 10 But you, why do you criticize your brother? Or you, why do you look down on your brother? For we will all stand before the tribunal of God. ge11 For it is written:

				

				As I live, says the Lord,

				every knee will bow to Me,

				and every tongue will give praise to God.gf

				

				12 So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God.

				A Principle to Live By - Accepting One Another
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				#28 To live in God's will, we are to avoid judging one another where God has given us freedom. 

				Paul addressed what he called"doubtful issues" (v. 1). Among the Roman Christians, some were vegetarians, believing this was necessary to live in God's will. Some believed that they must honor certain days in order to be spiritual. However, Paul taught that we have freedom to make these choices and we must not judge those who disagree with us. 

				Today, many Christians have their own list of things they believe reflect spirituality. Paul's important message to all of us is still the same:"each of us will give an account of himself to God" (v. 12). We must not judge one another.

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the non-essentials that often cause Christians to judge one another? On the other hand, how can some of these non-essentials become a license to sin?

				

				

	

The Law of Love

				13 Therefore, let us no longer criticize one another. Instead decide never to put a stumbling block or pitfall in your brother's way. 14 (I know and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus that nothing is •unclean in itself. Still, to someone who considers a thing to be unclean, to that one it is unclean.) 15 For if your brother is hurt by what you eat, you are no longer •walking according to love. Do not destroy that one Christ died for by what you eat. 16 Therefore, do not let your good be slandered, 17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 Whoever serves Christ in this way is acceptable to God and approved by men.

				19 So then, we must pursue what promotes peace and what builds up one another.20 Do not tear down God's work because of food. Everything is •clean, but it is wrong for a man to cause stumbling by what he eats.21 It is a noble thing not to eat meat, or drink wine, or do anything that makes your brother stumble. gg 22 Do you have a conviction?gh Keep it to yourself before God. The man who does not condemn himself by what he approves is blessed. 23 But whoever doubts stands condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from a conviction,gi and everything that is not from a convictiongj is sin.

				A Principle to Live By - Protecting One Another
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				#29 To live in God's will, we are to avoid using our freedom in Christ in a way that causes another Christian to fall into sin. 

				Paul's great concern in these paragraphs was to protect any Christian who may imitate another Christian's freedom in Christ and fall into serious sin. For example, some believers in Rome bought and ate meat that had been offered to idols. They knew that the meat was not spiritually contaminated because they understood that idols are not gods. However, other Christians didn't grasp this, so if they ate the same meat, they violated their consciences because they believed they were engaging in idolatrous behavior. Some were actually tempted by this to revert to their old pagan practices. Paul's answer to this problem was for all believers to follow the law of love and to"pursue what promotes peace and what builds up one another" (v. 19).  (See 1Co #19:Using Knowledge Responsibly.)

				Today, some Christians seriously misinterpret what Paul was teaching. They redefine the term"offense"—used in some translations of verses 20-21—to mean something they don't approve of, even though the original Greek word refers to something that causes another to fall into serious sin. They think this verse gives them the right to never be offended. Then they have developed certain restrictions for their own lives—perhaps in response to their past sinful behaviors—and are disturbed when other Christians don't abide by the same restrictions. Thus they are not responding righteously against true moral offenses but are expressing judgmental attitudes against other believers who are in fact using their freedom in Christ in acceptable ways. 

				Reflection and Response

				Though we have freedom in Christ in areas that are not specified in Scripture, why must we be careful not to use our freedom inappropriately?  (See Gl #9:Freedom to Serve.)

				

				

	

Pleasing Others, Not Ourselves

				15 Now we who are strong have an obligation to bear the weaknesses of those without strength, and not to please ourselves. 2 Each one of us must please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.3 For even the •Messiah did not please Himself. On the contrary, as it is written, The insults of those who insult You have fallen on Me.gk 4 For whatever was written in the past was written for our instruction, so that we may have hope through endurance and through the encouragement from the Scriptures. 5 Now may the God who givesgl endurance and encouragement allow you to live in harmony with one another, according to the command of Christ Jesus, 6 so that you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ with a united mind and voice.

				A Principle to Live By - Pursuing Peace
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				#30 To live in God's will, we are to do all we can to create love and unity in the body of Christ.

				Earlier, Paul may have been reflecting on Jesus' conversation with the apostles in the upper room where He gave a new command:"love one another" (Jn 13:34-35; Rm 13:8-10). Here in this section of his letter he focused on what happened in the Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus prayed for the apostles—and for us:

				I pray not only for these, but also for those who believe in Me through their message. May they all be one, as You, Father, are in Me and I am in You. May they also be one in Us, so the world may believe You sent Me. (Jn 17:20-21)  (Review Rm #26: Loving One Another.)

				Following his emphasis on loving one another as Christ loved us, Paul then prayed—just as Jesus did—that this love would result in oneness and unity in the church in Rome. And just as Jesus, even though He was Lord and Master, served desperate sinners, so too we who are mature are to minister to the most needy members in the body of Christ. This, of course, is beautifully illustrated in Paul's letter to the Philippians:

				Everyone should look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. Make your own attitude that of Christ Jesus, who, existing in the form of God, did not consider equality with God as something to be used for His own advantage. Instead He emptied Himself by assuming the form of a slave, taking on the likeness of men. And when He had come as a man in His external form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death—even to death on a cross. (Php 2:4-8)  (See Php #6:Imitating Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can mature Christians pursue love and unity without enabling immature and carnal Christians to continue to be divisive?

				

				

	

Glorifying God Together

				7 Therefore accept one another, just as the Messiah also accepted you, to the glory of God. 8 For I say that the Messiah became a servant of the circumcised on behalf of God's truth, to confirm the promises to the fathers, 9 and so that Gentiles may glorify God for His mercy. As it is written:

				

				Therefore I will praise You among the Gentiles,

				and I will sing psalms to Your name.gm  (See
Ps #18: Our Unshakeable Foundation, p. 711.)

				

				10 Again it says: Rejoice, you Gentiles, with His people!gn 11 And again:

				

				Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles;

				all the peoples should praise Him!go

				

				12 And again, Isaiah says:

				

				The root of Jesse will appear,

				the One who rises to rule the Gentiles;

				the Gentiles will hope in Him.gp  (See Is #13:God's Future Plans.)

				

				13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you believe in Him so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

				

	

From Jerusalem to Illyricum

				14 My •brothers, I myself am convinced about you that you also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able to instruct one another. 

				A Principle to Live By - Two-Dimensional Love
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				#31 To live in God's will, not only are we to accept one another but we are to instruct one 
another.

				When Paul wrote that the Roman Christians were to"accept one another" (v. 7) just as Christ had accepted them, he was summarizing what he had just written about relationships among immature and mature believers. However, he quickly balanced this mutual acceptance with mutual instruction, or more literally, mutual admonishment. In other words, Paul was teaching them—and us—that we are both to accept fellow Christians unconditionally and also to lovingly confront sinful attitudes and actions. That is to say, true biblical love does not allow believers to use their position in Christ to manipulate others or to rationalize sinful patterns in their lives.  (See 1Sm #40:Personal Confrontation.)

				This raises a very important question. What qualifies any Christian to admonish another Christian? 

				First, we are to accept others unconditionally, just as Christ accepted us when we became believers. If we do, we will earn the right to be heard. Second, we must be living in God's will ourselves, which Paul described as being"full of goodness" (v. 14). This, of course, does not mean perfection, since it would disqualify any one of us from admonishing others. It does mean, however, that we have reached a level of maturity in our lives that Paul called being"spiritual" (Gl 6:1-2).  (See Gl #11:The Process of Restoration.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do these twin concepts of accepting and admonishing apply to parenting?

				

				15 Nevertheless, I have written to remind you more boldly on some points gq because of the grace given me by God 16 to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, serving as a priest of God's good news. My purpose is that the offering of the Gentiles may be acceptable, •sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 17 Therefore I have reason to boast in Christ Jesus regarding what pertains to God. 18 For I would not dare say anything except what Christ has accomplished through me to make the Gentiles obedient by word and deed, 19 by the power of miraculous signs and wonders, and by the power of God's Spirit. As a result, I have fully proclaimed the good news about the Messiah from Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum. 20 My aim is to evangelize where Christ has not been named, so that I will not build on someone else's foundation, 21 but, as it is written:

				

				Those who were not told about Him will see,

				and those who have not heard will understand.gr  (See Gl #2:
Messages from God, p. 1614.)

				

	

Paul's Travel Plans

				22 That is why I have been prevented many times from coming to you. 23 But now I no longer have any work to do in these provinces,gs and I have strongly desired for many years to come to you 24 whenever I travel to Spain. gt For I hope to see you when I pass through, and to be assisted by you for my journey there, once I have first enjoyed your company for a while. 25 Right now I am traveling to Jerusalem to serve the •saints,26 for Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem. 27 Yes, they were pleased, and indeed are indebted to them. For if the Gentiles have shared in their spiritual benefits, then they are obligated to minister to Jews in material needs. 28 So when I have finished this and safely delivered the fundsgu to them, I will visit you on the way to Spain. 29 I know that when I come to you, I will come in the fullness of the blessing gv of Christ.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Material Obligations
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				#32 To live in God's will, we are to reciprocate materially when we have been helped spiritually. 

				When Paul returned to the churches that he and his fellow missionaries had founded throughout Macedonia and Achaia, he received money to meet the material needs of poor Jewish believers in Jerusalem. Since the majority of these Christians were Gentile converts, he made it clear that they had an obligation to help the Jewish believers, since apart from them they would not have heard the gospel. As a"wild olive branch," they were"grafted in" and had"come to share in the rich root of the cultivated olive tree" (11:17).  (See Ac #22:Reciprocal Generosity.)

				Though these Gentile believers had an obligation, when Paul wrote to the Corinthians regarding their participation in this effort, he also stated that what they gave should be from their hearts:"not reluctantly or out of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver" (2Co 9:7). This indeed is a wonderful balance.  (See 1Co #32:Generous Giving;  2Co #16: Guidelines for Generosity.)

				In terms of material obligations, Paul also applied this principle to caring for spiritual leaders who faithfully minister the Word of God (Gl 6:6; 1Tm 5:17-18). However, he and other New Testament writers warned spiritual leaders not to abuse this principle with selfish motives (1Pt 5:1-3).

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways is this principle regarding material obligations neglected and also abused among Christians in today's world?

				

				30 Now I appeal to you, brothers, through our Lord Jesus Christ and through the love of the Spirit, to join with me in fervent prayers to God on my behalf.31 Pray that I may be rescued from the unbelievers in Judea, that the gift I am bringing togw Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints,32 and that, by God's will, I may come to you with joy and be refreshed together with you.

				33 The God of peace be with all of you.•Amen.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - The Power of Prayer
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				#33 To live in God's will, we are to pray for one another, particularly when we face difficult challenges in our lives. 

				Paul knew that he was going to face some serious persecution in Jerusalem. Even before he penned these words, the Holy Spirit had already alerted him to the fact that he would experience"chains and afflictions" (Ac 20:22-23). Though he didn't know all the specific things that would happen, he knew enough to conclude that he needed the prayers of God's people. 

				Though Paul believed that God was in control, he also believed that prayer makes a difference in what happens in our lives. This, of course, is part of the great mystery regarding God's sovereign control and our human responsibility (see also Paul's request for prayer in Eph 6:18-20 and Php 1:18-19). 

				Reflection and Response

				How does praying for one another apply to various forms of illness?  (See Jms #14:Prayers of the Righteous.)

				

				

	

Paul's Commendation of Phoebe

				16 I commend to you our sister Phoebe, who is a servantgx of the church in Cenchreae. 2 So you should welcome her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the •saints and assist her in whatever matter she may require your help. For indeed she has been a benefactor of many — and of me also.

				

	

Greeting to Roman Christians

				3 Give my greetings to Priscagy and Aquila, my coworkers in Christ Jesus, 4 who risked their own necks for my life. Not only do I thank them, but so do all the Gentile churches.

				5 Greet also the church that meets in their home.

				Greet my dear friend Epaenetus, who is the first convertgz to Christ from •Asia. ha

				6 Greet Mary,hb who has worked very hard for you. hc

				7 Greet Andronicus and Junia,hd my fellow countrymen and fellow prisoners. They are noteworthy in the eyes of the apostles,he and they were also in Christ before me.

				8 Greet Ampliatus, my dear friend in the Lord.

				9 Greet Urbanus, our coworker in Christ, and my dear friend Stachys.

				10 Greet Apelles, who is approved in Christ.

				Greet those who belong to the household of Aristobulus.

				11 Greet Herodion, my fellow countryman.

				Greet those who belong to the household of Narcissus who are in the Lord.

				12 Greet Tryphaena and Tryphosa, who have worked hard in the Lord.

				Greet my dear friend Persis, who has worked very hard in the Lord.

				13 Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord; also his mother — and mine.

				14 Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the •brothers who are with them.

				15 Greet Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them.

				16 Greet one another with a holy kiss.

				All the churches of Christ send you greetings.

				

	

Warning against Divisive People

				17 Now I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause dissensions and obstacles contrary to the doctrine you have learned. Avoid them, 18 for such people do not serve our Lord Christ but their own appetites.hf They deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting with smooth talk and flattering words.

				

	

Paul's Gracious Conclusion

				19 The report of your obedience has reached everyone. Therefore I rejoice over you. But I want you to be wise about what is good, yet innocent about what is evil. 20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.

				21 Timothy, my coworker, and Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater, my fellow countrymen, greet you.

				22 I Tertius, who wrote this letter, greet you in the Lord.hg

				23 Gaius, who is host to me and to the whole church, greets you. Erastus, the city treasurer, and our brother Quartus greet you.

				[24 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.] hh

				A Principle to Live By - A Model of Encouragement
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				#34 To live in God's will, we are to remember in a special way those who have encouraged us. 

				As Paul closed out his letter, he demonstrated this principle beautifully in a series of greetings. After mentioning Phoebe, the woman who may have delivered this letter for Paul, he extended personal greetings to 28 specific individuals, 26 of whom he mentioned by name. There's a mix of both Jews and Gentiles, rich and poor, men and women, marrieds and singles, leaders and followers, those in vocational Christian ministries and those in regular vocations, those in government and civilians, and slaves and free. More specifically,

				
						two married couples are mentioned,

						two are mentioned as sisters,

						two represent a mother and her son,

						eight are women (nine including Phoebe),

						five men appear to be a group of spiritual leaders,

						two groups represent whole households, and

						at least three groups represent house churches in Rome.

				

				Following these personal greetings, Paul encouraged these men and women to"greet one another with a holy kiss" (v. 16). This was not the only time he encouraged this kind of affectionate expression among believers. Paul mentioned it in three other letters (1Co 16:20; 2Co 13:12; 1Th 5:26), as did Peter in his first Epistle (1Pt 5:14). The form of this kind of loving expression varies from culture to culture, but whatever form is used, it is to be sincere and holy. In no way would Paul ever condone any kind of physical expression that was inappropriate. 

				Paul then concluded this very personal section by sending greetings from his fellow workers, eight men who also wanted to let these believers in Rome know of their affectionate love and appreciation. 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to forget those who have ministered to us in a special way?

				

				

	

Glory to God

				25 Now to Him who has power to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation about Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the •mystery kept silent for long ages 26 but now revealed and made known through the prophetic Scriptures, according to the command of the eternal God to advance the obedience of faithhi among all nations — 27 to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ — to Him be the glory forever! hj •Amen.  (Review Rm #21: Christ Centered Worship.)
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						dj8:36 Ps 44:22

					

					
						dk9:1 Or testifying with me by the Holy Spirit

					

					
						dl9:3 Lit were anathema

					

					
						dm9:5 Lit them, according to the flesh

					

					
						dn9:5 Or the Messiah, the One who is over all, the God who is blessed forever, or Messiah. God, who is over all, be blessed forever

					

					
						do9:7 Lit seed

					

					
						dp9:7 Lit called

					

					
						dq9:7 Gn 21:12

					

					
						dr9:8 Lit children of the flesh

					

					
						ds9:9 Gn 18:10,14

					

					
						dt9:10 Or Rebekah conceived by the one act of sexual intercourse

					

					
						du9:12 Gn 25:23
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						eb9:28 Or land

					

					
						ec9:27-28 Is 10:22-23; 28:22; Hs 1:10

					

					
						ed9:29 Gk Sabaoth ; this word is a transliteration of the Hb word for Hosts, or Armies.

					

					
						ee9:29 Is 1:9

					

					
						ef9:31 Other mss read the law for righteousness

					

					
						eg9:32 Other mss add of the law

					

					
						eh9:33 Is 8:14; 28:16

					

					
						ei10:1 Other mss read God for Israel

					

					
						ej10:4 Or goal

					

					
						ek10:5 Lv 18:5

					

					
						el10:6 Dt 9:4; 30:12

					

					
						em10:7 Dt 30:13

					

					
						en10:8 Dt 30:14

					

					
						eo10:11 Is 28:16

					

					
						ep10:13 Jl 2:32

					

					
						eq10:15 Or welcome, or timely

					

					
						er10:15 Other mss read feet of those who announce the gospel of peace, of those

					

					
						es10:15 Is 52:7; Nah 1:15

					

					
						et10:16 Is 53:1

					

					
						eu10:17 Other mss read God

					

					
						ev10:18 Ps 19:4

					

					
						ew10:19 Dt 32:21

					

					
						ex10:20 Is 65:1

					

					
						ey10:21 Is 65:2

					

					
						ez11:3 1Kg 19:10,14

					

					
						fa11:4 1Kg 19:18

					

					
						fb11:6 Other mss add But if of works it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work.
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						fd11:8 Dt 29:4; Is 29:10

					

					
						fe11:9 Lit table

					

					
						ff11:9-10 Ps 69:22-23

					

					
						fg11:11 Or transgression

					

					
						fh11:12 Or transgression

					

					
						fi11:14 Lit flesh

					

					
						fj11:17 Other mss read the root and the richness

					

					
						fk11:26 Or And then all

					

					
						fl11:26-27 Is 59:20-21

					

					
						fm11:27 Jr 31:31-34

					

					
						fn11:29 Or are not taken back

					

					
						fo11:31 Other mss omit now

					

					
						fp11:34-35 Jb 41:11; Is 40:13; Jr 23:18

					

					
						fq12:1 Or your reasonable service

					

					
						fr12:6 Or the

					

					
						fs12:19 Lit the

					

					
						ft12:19 Dt 32:35

					

					
						fu12:20 Pr 25:21-22

					

					
						fv13:6 Lit to this very thing

					

					
						fw13:8 Or Leave no debt outstanding to anyone

					

					
						fx13:9 Other mss add you shall not bear false witness

					

					
						fy13:9 Ex 20:13-17; Dt 5:17-21

					

					
						fz13:9 Lv 19:18

					

					
						ga13:11 Other mss read for us

					

					
						gb14:1 Or weak in the Faith

					

					
						gc14:4 Other mss read For God has the power

					

					
						gd14:6 Other mss add but whoever does not observe the day, it is to the Lord that he does not observe it

					

					
						ge14:10 Other mss read of Christ

					

					
						gf14:11 Is 45:23; 49:18

					

					
						gg14:21 Other mss add or offended or weakened

					

					
						gh14:22 Lit have faith

					

					
						gi14:23 Or faith

					

					
						gj14:23 Or faith

					

					
						gk15:3 Ps 69:9

					

					
						gl15:5 Lit God of

					

					
						gm15:9 2Sm 22:50; Ps 18:49

					

					
						gn15:10 Dt 32:43

					

					
						go15:11 Ps 117:1

					

					
						gp15:12 Is 11:10

					

					
						gq15:15 Other mss add brothers

					

					
						gr15:21 Is 52:15

					

					
						gs15:23 Lit now, having no longer a place in these parts

					

					
						gt15:24 Other mss add I will come to you.

					

					
						gu15:28 Lit delivered this fruit

					

					
						gv15:29 Other mss add of the gospel

					

					
						gw15:31 Lit that my service for

					

					
						gx16:1 Others interpret this term in a technical sense: deacon, or deaconess, or minister, or courier

					

					
						gy16:3 Traditionally, Priscilla, as in Ac 18:2,18,26

					

					
						gz16:5 Lit the firstfruits

					

					
						ha16:5 Other mss read Achaia

					

					
						hb16:6 Or Maria

					

					
						hc16:6 Other mss read us

					

					
						hd16:7 Either a feminine name or"Junias," a masculine name

					

					
						he16:7 Or are outstanding among

					

					
						hf16:18 Lit belly

					

					
						hg16:22 Or letter in the Lord, greet you

					

					
						hh16:24 Other mss omit bracketed text; cp. v. 20

					

					
						hi16:26 Or the obedience that is faith, or the faithful obedience, or the obedience that comes from faith ; Rm 1:5

					

					
						hj16:25-27 Other mss have these vv. at the end of chap 14 or 15.

					

				

			

	

				1  and  2 Corinthians

				Author: Paul

				Date of writing: a.d. 54–56

				

			

Introduction

				Though Paul had set the Corinthians on a path for spiritual growth, they remained immature. Instead of love there were lawsuits; instead of orderly worship there was a chaos of misused spiritual gifts; instead of increasing morality there was pride in their tolerance of sin; instead of respect for Paul's role as church planter there were disputes about the relative merits of various leaders. Maturity does not come immediately or automatically; it requires time and discipline. For true Christians established on the foundation of Christ, salvation is never in doubt, but our reward depends on how we build on that foundation.

				1 and 2 Corinthians teach us principles of mature church life

				

				

				The problems in the church in Corinth traced back to false teachers. Their doctrine was faulty, their motives were impure, and they exalted themselves while denigrating Paul. Finally, to stop the Corinthians from being further deceived, Paul was forced to defend his ministry. But rather than boasting about his accomplishments, he listed the ways he had suffered for the cross of Christ. Rather than exalting himself, he pointed out how hard he worked to build up the churches he had planted. Rather than bragging about his own strength, he commended the power of God that was displayed in his weakness. 

				2 Corinthians teaches us principles of humble apologetics

				

				

				Paul had a right to make a living as a pastor, but he gave up that right. He wanted to make sure the Corinthians knew that salvation in Christ is a free gift—it is neither necessary nor possible to buy it. However, he did ask them to help relieve the affliction of the church in Jerusalem. On a regular basis, they were each to cheerfully set aside an amount proportional to the way God had blessed them, and a group of trusted brothers would deliver the full amount to Jerusalem. Though they were indebted to God and to the Jews in Jerusalem, they were to give out of love and appreciation.

				2 Corinthians teaches us principles of generous giving

				

				

				Paul passed on to the church in Corinth the doctrines that Christ had entrusted to the apostles. The Lord's Supper illustrated Jesus' shed blood and broken body, given for all who will accept the gift of eternal life. Jesus was bodily raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who die in Him. We are ambassadors for Christ, pleading with people to be reconciled to God. The church is the body of Christ, and every believer is gifted by the Holy Spirit to build up one another and the church. The greatest of all the spiritual gifts is love, which binds all the members of the church together and displays the love of God to the world. 

				1 and 2 Corinthians teach us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in 1 Corinthians
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								Principle
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								1:1-9

							
								
								#1: God's Grace

							
								
								To explain and appreciate God's grace, we must understand the various ways this divine source is used in the New Testament.
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								1:10-17

							
								
								#2: Divisive Behavior

							
								
								Though it's natural to prefer certain spiritual leaders, we should not allow these preferences to create divisions in the church.
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								1:18-25

							
								
								#3: Worldly Wisdom

							
								
								We must continue to present the supernatural message boldly even though there are many educated people who consider salvation by faith in Christ foolishness.
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								1:26-31

							
								
								#4: God's Wisdom

							
								
								Though we may be considered unwise and even foolish by the world's standards, we must understand that by God's standards, we are wise and discerning.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								2:1-5

							
								
								#5: God's Power

							
								
								When presenting God's truth, we should not depend upon our eloquence and personal strength but on God's presence and power.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								2:6-16

							
								
								#6: Spiritual Wisdom

							
								
								When we study the Word of God, we are to rely on the Holy Spirit to open our minds to understand God's amazing plan of redemption as well as His will for our lives as followers of Jesus Christ.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								3:1-4

							
								
								#7: Becoming Like Christ

							
								
								As Christ-followers, we should become mature and follow His example in all of our relationships within the church.
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								3:5-15

							
								
								#8: The True Foundation

							
								
								We are faithfully to build the church on Christ—who He is and what He taught.
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								3:16-23

							
								
								#9: God's Direct 
Discipline

							
								
								We should warn Christians who are dividing the church for selfish reasons that they may be directly and severely disciplined by God.
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								4:1-5

							
								
								#10: Prideful 
Perceptions

							
								
								To evaluate the maturity of our spiritual leaders, we must make sure we are spiritually mature ourselves.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								4:6-21

							
								
								#11: Self-Defense

							
								
								When we are falsely accused, it is not wrong to defend ourselves, but we should also have someone who knows us well verify our true character.
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								5:1-13

							
								
								#12: Church Discipline

							
								
								For local churches to become mature in Christ, church leaders must exercise proper church discipline.
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								6:1-11

							
								
								#13: Living Transformed Lives

							
								
								When we become followers of Jesus Christ, we are no longer to function in the world as if we are still a part of the world.
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								6:12-20

							
								
								#14: Using Freedom Responsibly

							
								
								Though we live under grace, we are never to use our freedom in Christ to violate His will.
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								7:1-9

							
								
								#15: The Gift of Sex

							
								
								We are to view sex as a sacred gift from God to be used within the bonds of marriage.
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								7:10-16

							
								
								#16: Mixed Marriages

							
								
								Christians who are married to unbelievers should view their relationships as sacred.
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								7:17-24

							
								
								#17: Equality in Christ

							
								
								When we receive the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, we should serve God faithfully in whatever circumstances we find ourselves.
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								7:25-40

							
								
								#18: Maintaining 
Priorities

							
								
								Whatever decisions we make as believers, we should consider how these decisions will enable us to serve the Lord Jesus Christ more effectively.
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								8:1-13

							
								
								#19: Using Knowledge Responsibly

							
								
								As we grow in biblical knowledge, we are to use this knowledge in a loving, responsible way.

							
								
								19

							
						

						
								
								9:1-18

							
								
								#20: Demonstrating Pure Motives

							
								
								When engaged in evangelistic efforts, we must be cautious in receiving financial support from unbelievers as well as those who initially respond to the gospel.
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								9:19-23

							
								
								#21: Freedom in Form

							
								
								We should use a variety of means and methods to communicate the biblical message, but we are never to compromise biblical values.
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								10:1-13

							
								
								#22: Lessons from Scripture

							
								
								As we read the biblical story, we are to learn lessons that relate particularly to God's discipline on His people when they persistently violated His will.
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								11:2-16

							
								
								#23: Interpreting 
Scripture Accurately

							
								
								We must be careful not to superimpose on Scripture particular forms that are never spelled out in a definitive way.
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								11:17-34

							
								
								#24: Avoiding Favoritism

							
								
								When we participate in the Lord's Supper, we should reflect deep care and concern for all members of Christ's body.
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								12:1-26

							
								
								#25: Unity in Christ

							
								
								As members of local churches, we should be committed to manifesting the fruit of the Holy Spirit and becoming unified in Christ.
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								12:27–13:3

							
								
								#26: The Way of Love

							
								
								To create unity in our local churches, we must be committed to building up one another in love.
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								13:4-7

							
								
								#27: Reflections of Love

							
								
								To build up one another, we must demonstrate Christ's love in all of our relationships.
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								13:8-13

							
								
								#28: Measuring 
Corporate Maturity

							
								
								When measuring maturity in our local churches, we should use the Christlike qualities of faith, hope, and love—but especially love—as divine criteria.

							
								
								28

							
						

						
								
								14:1-25

							
								
								#29: Articulate 
Communication

							
								
								When speaking to one another and to God in services of instruction and worship, we should focus on clear and understandable communication.
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								14:26-40

							
								
								#30: Proper Body 
Function

							
								
								To produce spiritual maturity in our churches, we must create ways for the body of Christ to function in all of its parts—but always in productive and orderly ways.
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								15:1-58

							
								
								#31: Resurrected Bodies

							
								
								To have a complete understanding of our eternal hope, we must not only believe in Christ's death for our sins, but in His bodily resurrection.
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								#32: Generous Giving

							
								
								As true followers of Jesus Christ, we should be generous with our material possessions, giving regularly, systematically, and proportionately.
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								16:13-24

							
								
								#33: Mutual Loyalty and Support

							
								
								Spiritual leaders should be supportive of their fellow servants, especially when they become vulnerable to criticism from immature Christians.

							
								
								33

							
						

					
				

			

			

				1 Corinthians

				Greeting

				1 Paul, called as an apostle of Christ Jesus by God's will, and Sosthenes our brother:

				2 To God's church at Corinth, to those who are •sanctified in Christ Jesus and called as •saints, with all those in every place who call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord — both their Lord and ours.

				3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

				

	

Thanksgiving

				4 I always thank my God for you because of God's grace given to you in Christ Jesus, 5 that by Him you were enriched in everything — in all speech and all knowledge.6 In this way, the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you,7 so that you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you will be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful; you were called by Him into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Grace

				[image: Getz1228.png]

				#1 To explain and appreciate God's grace, we must understand the various ways this divine source is used in the New Testament.

				The apostle Paul used the term"grace" in at least five different ways. Three are mentioned in this opening paragraph.

				1.	God's Favor in Salvation: The Corinthians were"called as saints" (v. 2; cp. v. 9) not because of good works but because of God's grace (Eph 2:8-9).  (See Eph #4:God's Gift.)

				2.	A Divine Source of Strength: Paul used the term"grace" along with"peace" as a powerful greeting in all thirteen of his letters (1Co 1:3). When he closed each letter, he focused on the term grace, just as he did in this letter:"The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you" (16:23). With both greeting and benediction, Paul was praying that believers would experience God's strength to live for the Lord Jesus Christ.  (See Heb #8:Our Great High Priest.)

				3.	The Grace-Gifts: New Testament writers also used the term"grace" to refer to God's sovereign distribution of gifts from the Holy Spirit (1Co 12:11). This is what Paul was referring to here (1:4-7). When these men and women became believers because of God's saving grace, their salvation was verified and confirmed when the Holy Spirit gave them a variety of grace-gifts. These gifts of God's grace were not given because they asked for them or because they were spiritually mature. Rather, they were freely given because of God's sovereign will to confirm the reality of their conversion experience.  (See Heb #3:A Great Salvation.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to understand the various ways the concept of grace is used in the New Testament?

				

				

	

Divisions at Corinth

				10 Now I urge you, •brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree in what you say, that there be no divisions among you, and that you be united with the same understanding and the same conviction. 11 For it has been reported to me about you, my brothers, by members of Chloe's household, that there is rivalry among you. 12 What I am saying is this: Each of you says,"I'm with Paul," or"I'm with Apollos," or"I'm with •Cephas," or"I'm with Christ." 13 Is Christ divided? Was it Paul who was crucified for you? Or were you baptized in Paul's name? 14 I thank God a, b that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one can say you were baptized in my name. 16 I did, in fact, baptize the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don't know if I baptized anyone else. 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to evangelize — not with clever words, so that the cross of Christ will not be emptied of its effect.

				A Principle to Live By - Divisive Behavior
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				#2 Though it's natural to prefer certain spiritual leaders, we should not allow these preferences to create divisions in the church.

				After leaving Corinth and going to Ephesus, Paul learned that these believers were quarreling over which spiritual leader they should follow. Predictably, some were loyal to him since they had come to faith through his ministry. Some, however, had evidently believed because of the apostle Peter. Perhaps they had heard him preach on the day of Pentecost (Ac 2:5-11). Still others were enamored with Apollos, a very articulate teacher and evangelist who came to Corinth from Ephesus (Ac 18:24-28). And then there were those who claimed to follow Christ alone. Though their focus was correct, their motives were prideful and self-righteous.

				In this situation, the problem was obviously not one of doctrine since Paul, Peter, and Apollos were in general agreement. Rather, because of their immaturity and carnality, the Corinthian believers focused on individual personalities in such a way so as to cause divisions. Mature believers will humbly acknowledge they are saved only by the grace of Christ, will honor the leaders God has appointed over them, and will strive for unity of fellowship in love.  (See Jn #7:Christ First.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do some Christians today engage in the same sinful attitudes and actions as the Corinthians?  (See 1Sm #19:Hero Worship.)

				

				

	

Christ the Power and Wisdom of God

				18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but it is God's power to us who are being saved. 19 For it is written:

				

				I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

				and I will set aside the understanding of the experts.c

				

				20 Where is the philosopher?d Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? Hasn't God made the world's wisdom foolish? 21 For since, in God's wisdom, the •world did not know God through wisdom, God was pleased to save those who believe through the foolishness of the message preached. 22 For the Jews ask for signs and the Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness to the Gentiles. e 24 Yet to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is God's power and God's wisdom, 25 because God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger than human strength.

				A Principle to Live By - Worldly Wisdom
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				#3 We must continue to present the supernatural message boldly even though there are many educated people who consider salvation by faith in Christ foolishness.

				Paul had come to Corinth from Athens, a city known for its Greek philosophers. There he came face-to-face with the Stoics and Epicureans when he debated the"good news about Jesus and the Resurrection" (Ac 17:18). Paul saw firsthand the results of the world's wisdom—a city"full of idols" and very little response to the gospel message (Ac 17:16,34). 
(See Ac #33:Concern and Compassion.)

				When Paul arrived in Corinth, he was convinced more than ever that worldly wisdom did not open people's minds to God's eternal truths. Though he was a very educated man himself, Paul focused on the message of the cross, believing that hearts are opened by the Holy Spirit when they hear God's supernatural message.

				We must understand, of course, that Paul was not emphasizing the value of ignorance. He certainly did not oppose a good education. However, he taught that knowledge can inflate with pride (1Co 8:1), and pride can keep us from the"knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness" (Ti 1:1).

				Reflection and Response

				Though we have more knowledge available to us today than ever in the history of the world, why is it that our ethical, moral, and spiritual conditions are at an all-time low?  (See Rm #3:Sin's Devastating Results.)

				

				

	

Boasting Only in the Lord

				26 Brothers, consider your calling: Not many are wise from a human perspective,f not many powerful, not many of noble birth. 27 Instead, God has chosen what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen what is weak in the world to shame the strong. 28 God has chosen what is insignificant and despised in the world — what is viewed as nothing — to bring to nothing what is viewed as something, 29 so that no oneg can boast in His presence. 30 But it is from Him that you are in Christ Jesus, who became God-given wisdom for us — our righteousness, sanctification, and •redemption,31 in order that, as it is written:The one who boasts must boast in the Lord.h

				A Principle to Live By - God's Wisdom
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				#4 Though we may be considered unwise and even foolish by the world's standards, we must understand that by God's standards, we are wise and discerning.

				When Paul came to Corinth and began to proclaim the gospel, the majority who responded were not the philosophers and scholars who had the same worldly mind-set as those in Athens. Those who came to faith were not considered wise and prudent from a human perspective. They were certainly not the rich and famous people in the community.

				Again, this does not elevate ignorance and poverty as a virtue. However, from God's point of view the most important people in His kingdom are those who understand His wisdom and rely on His power rather than on their own human capacities and accomplishments.  (See 2Kg #12:Strength in Weakness; Jms #9: Heavenly and Earthly Wisdom.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to be intimidated by highly educated, rich, and powerful people?

				

				

	

Paul's Proclamation

				2 When I came to you, •brothers, announcing the testimony i of God to you, I did not come with brilliance of speech or wisdom. 2 For I didn't think it was a good idea to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.3 I came to you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.4 My speech and my proclamation were not with persuasive words of wisdom j but with a powerful demonstration by the Spirit, 5 so that your faith might not be based on men's wisdom but on God's power.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Power
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				#5 When presenting God's truth, we should not depend upon our eloquence and personal strength but on God's presence and power.

				Paul was one of the most well-educated apostles. He grew up in Tarsus, a great university city where he learned to speak Koine Greek, the common language of the Roman Empire. However, he also learned Hebrew or Aramaic. Not only would Paul have committed sections of the Old Testament to memory in both Greek and Aramaic, but he would have had a very liberal education in philosophy and the arts.

				Later, Paul was tutored in Jerusalem by Gamaliel, a grand master known throughout the Jewish world. Evidently returning to Tarsus, he became a rabbi in a local synagogue. As a Pharisee, he excelled in his ability to communicate with both Jews and Gentiles.

				However, Paul did not rely on this exceptional educational background when he became an apostle to the Gentiles. From what he wrote in the Corinthians letters, he was not the orator he once was. Perhaps his injuries through beatings and deprivation affected his ability to speak. Some of the Corinthians stated that"his physical presence is weak, and his public speaking is despicable" (2Co 10:10).

				Regardless, God used Paul because he relied on the Holy Spirit's power, enabling him to perform"the signs of an apostle" and"wonders and miracles" (2Co 12:12). In spite of his weaknesses, he became one of the greatest missionaries of all time. Again, Paul would not condone a lack of diligence and discipline to communicate effectively. However, he warned us not to depend on our human abilities but on God's supernatural power when presenting the gospel of Christ.

				Reflection and Response

				Though we normally do not have the power associated with apostolic gifts, how does the Holy Spirit use love and unity among Christ-followers to convince people that Jesus Christ is God's Son and the Savior of the world?  (See Jn #33:The Results of Love.)

				

				

	

Spiritual Wisdom

				6 However, we do speak a wisdom among the mature, but not a wisdom of this age, or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7 On the contrary, we speak God's hidden wisdom in a •mystery, a wisdom God predestined before the ages for our glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age knew this wisdom, for if they had known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But as it is written:

				

				What eye did not see and ear did not hear,

				and what never entered the human mind —

				God prepared this for those who love Him.k

				

				10 Now God has revealed these things to us by the Spirit, for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 11 For who among men knows the thoughtsl of a man except the spirit of the man that is in him? In the same way, no one knows the thoughtsm of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have not received the spirit of the •world, but the Spirit who comes from God, so that we may understand what has been freely given to us by God.  (See Jn #29:The Spirit of Truth) 13 We also speak these things, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual things to spiritual people. n 14 But the unbeliever o does not welcome what comes from God's Spirit, because it is foolishness to him; he is not able to understand it since it is evaluated p spiritually. 15 The spiritual person, however, can evaluate q everything, yet he himself cannot be evaluated r by anyone. 16 For

				

				who has known the Lord's mind,

				that he may instruct Him?s

				

				But we have the mind of Christ.

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual Wisdom
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				#6 When we study the Word of God, we are to rely on the Holy Spirit to open our minds to understand God's amazing plan of redemption as well as His will for our lives as followers of Jesus Christ.

				Paul outlined the process by which God has chosen to reveal His divine wisdom. First, through the Holy Spirit, He inspired the authors of Scripture to reveal His very thoughts. Thus Paul wrote,"All Scripture is inspired by God" (2Tm 3:16a). 

				Second, the Holy Spirit opens our hearts to understand and respond to the message of salvation and also enables us to comprehend and obey God's will once we become believers. So Paul went on to say the Scripture"is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work" (2Tm 3:16b-17). All of this is possible, Paul wrote to the Corinthians, because"we have the mind of Christ" (1Co 2:16).  (See 2Tm #8:Standing Firm on Scripture.)

				This does not mean that unbelievers cannot read the Scriptures and mentally understand its historical message. However, it does mean that apart from the ministry of the Holy Spirit and the new birth, no one can fully comprehend the wonderful mystery of redemption that God has revealed from Genesis to Revelation. 

				Reflection and Response

				What factors caused you to listen to the message of redemption and then to put your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation?

				

				

	

The Problem of Immaturity

				3 •Brothers, I was not able to speak to you as spiritual people but as people of the flesh, as babies in Christ.2 I gave you milk to drink, not solid food, because you were not yet ready for it. In fact, you are still not ready, 3 because you are still fleshly. For since there is envy and strife t among you, are you not fleshly and living like unbelievers?u4 For whenever someone says,"I'm with Paul," and another,"I'm with Apollos," are you not unspiritual people? v, w

				A Principle to Live By - Becoming Like Christ
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				#7 As Christ-followers, we should become mature and follow His example in all of our relationships within the church. 

				In this section of his letter to the Corinthians, Paul picked up on the concern he referenced in the opening paragraphs—namely, divisions in the church (1:11-12). Though he mentioned that he had heard about the quarrels among them, he now explained why these quarrels existed. 

				They were still"babies in Christ" (3:1)—they were acting"fleshly,"like unbelievers," and like"unspiritual people." Envy or jealousy was causing this strife (v. 3). This envy was aggravated by one group bragging about their favorite leader and criticizing the other leaders (3:4,21-22; 4:6).

				Born-again Christians can live very carnal and sinful lives. Even though we are"called as saints" and are among those"who are sanctified in Christ Jesus" (1:2), we are still immature and carnal if we are divisive. Paul's desire for believers of all time is that we become mature in Christ and follow His example:

				Do nothing out of rivalry or conceit, but in humility consider others as more important than yourselves. Everyone should look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. Make your own attitude that of Christ Jesus. (Php 2:3-5)  (See Php #6:Imitating Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why are pride and envy such powerful motives in causing divisions among Christians—including our family relationships?

				

				

	

The Role of God's Servants

				5 What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? They are servants through whom you believed, and each has the role the Lord has given. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8 Now the one planting and the one watering are one in purpose, and each will receive his own reward according to his own labor. 9 For we are God's coworkers.x You are God's field, God's building.10 According to God's grace that was given to me, I have laid a foundation as a skilled master builder, and another builds on it. But each one must be careful how he builds on it. 11 For no one can lay any other foundation than what has been laid down. That foundation is Jesus Christ. 12 If anyone builds on that foundation with gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay, or straw, 13 each one's work will become obvious, for the day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire; the fire will test the quality of each one's work.14 If anyone's work that he has built survives, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned up, it will be lost, but he will be saved; yet it will be like an escape through fire.y

				A Principle to Live By - The True Foundation
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				#8 We are faithfully to build the church on Christ—who He is and what He taught. 

				Though Paul had planted the seed of God's Word that first gave birth to the church in Corinth, he recognized Apollos as the leader who followed him and watered the seed. Both of them together were equal in Christ, even though they had different gifts and abilities (vv. 5-6).

				Switching metaphors from God's field to"God's building," he exhorted all spiritual leaders to build only on the"foundation" of Jesus Christ and all that He is (vv. 9-10).  (See Mt #20:A Solid Foundation.)

				Reflection and Response

				In doing God's work, how can we use our gifts and abilities to the full and yet keep our motives pure? (See Paul's ministry model in 1Th 2:1-11.)  (See 2Tm #9:Fulfilling Our Ministry.)

				 

				

				16 Don't you yourselves know that you are God's sanctuary and that the Spirit of God lives in you?17 If anyone destroys God's sanctuary, God will destroy him; for God's sanctuary is holy, and that is what you are.

				

	

The Folly of Human Wisdom

				18 No one should deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks he is wise in this age, he must become foolish so that he can become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this •world is foolishness with God, since it is written: He catches the wise in their craftiness;z 20 and again, The Lord knows that the reasonings of the wise are meaningless.aa  (See Ps #90:Walking in the Will of God.) 21 So no one should boast in human leaders, for everything is yours — 22 whether Paul or Apollos or •Cephas or the world or life or death or things present or things to come — everything is yours, 23 and you belong to Christ, and Christ
belongs to God.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Direct Discipline
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				#9 We should warn Christians who are dividing the church for selfish reasons that they may be directly and severely disciplined by God.

				In this paragraph, we encounter one of the most startling statements in the New Testament. Paul used the plural"you" to communicate that in local churches we are"God's sanctuary" and that He lives in us in the person of the Holy Spirit (v. 16). Furthermore, if any individual Christian purposely destroys the unity in a local church for selfish and carnal reasons, God will eventually destroy that person. 

				This warning certainly does not mean that as Christians we should overlook false teaching in the interest of unity. Furthermore, we have a responsibility to express our concerns to our spiritual leaders. However, in the Corinthian letter, Paul was addressing individual Christians who, for purely selfish and carnal reasons, were destroying the unity in this local community of faith. Because of the seriousness of this offense in destroying the unity Jesus prayed for, God Himself would deal directly with that individual.  (See Jn #33:The Results of Love.)

				Paul did not specify in this section of his letter what might happen to divisive Christians. However, he does refer later to the fact that some of the Corinthians were physically ill and some had actually died because of the way they had abused the communion meal (1Co 11:27-32). 

				Regardless of the way God may discipline Christians who purposely destroy the unity in the church, we must take Paul's warning seriously. Rather than judging others, we must judge ourselves and take seriously Paul's positive approach: 

				Therefore I, the prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk worthy of the calling you have received, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, accepting one another in love, diligently keeping the unity of the Spirit with the peace that binds us. (Eph 4:1-3)  (See Eph #8:Walking Worthy.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though we should warn Christians not to be divisive, why should we be extremely cautious not to use Paul's warnings in a judgmental or manipulative way?

				

				

	

The Faithful Manager

				4 A person should consider us in this way: as servants of Christ and managers of God's •mysteries.2 In this regard, it is expected of managers that each one of them be found faithful.3 It is of little importance to me that I should be evaluated by you or by any human court.ab In fact, I don't even evaluate myself. 4 For I am not conscious of anything against myself, but I am not justified by this. The One who evaluates me is the Lord. 5 Therefore don't judge anything prematurely, before the Lord comes, who will both bring to light what is hidden in darkness and reveal the intentions of the hearts. And then praise will come to each one from God.

				A Principle to Live By - Prideful Perceptions
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				#10 To evaluate the maturity of our spiritual leaders, we must make sure we are spiritually mature ourselves.

				The Corinthians' motivation for evaluating who to follow was based on their own prideful perceptions. They were incapable of thinking clearly regarding spiritual issues. 

				Paul addressed this distortion by stating that the Corinthians should view Apollos or Cephas or himself as"servants of Christ" and simply as"managers of God's mysteries" (v. 1). In their immature state, these believers had no basis for making judgments—positively or negatively—about these men. In fact, Paul reminded them that only God knows our hearts. 

				Paul was certainly not teaching that it is wrong to evaluate both present and potential spiritual leaders. In fact, he listed the character qualities Christians should look for in pastoral leaders (1Tm 3:1-13; Ti 1:5-10).  (See 1Tm #6: A Profile for Christian Maturity.)

				The Scriptures teach that we are to be on guard against false teachers, and, at the same time, we are to honor those who are serving God faithfully. The apostle John addressed this issue when he compared the attitudes and actions of Diotrephes with those of Demetrius. Diotrephes was arrogant and slanderous, whereas Demetrius had"a good testimony from everyone, and from the truth itself" (3Jn 9-12). 

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways could some spiritual leaders distort the interpretation of this passage to avoid personal accountability?

				

				

	

The Apostles' Example of Humility

				6 Now, •brothers, I have applied these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, so that you may learn from us the saying:"Nothing beyond what is written." The purpose is that none of you will be inflated with pride in favor of one person over another. 7 For who makes you so superior? What do you have that you didn't receive? If, in fact, you did receive it, why do you boast as if you hadn't received it? 8 You are already full! You are already rich! You have begun to reign as kings without us — and I wish you did reign, so that we could also reign with you! 9 For I think God has displayed us, the apostles, in last place, like men condemned to die: We have become a spectacle to the world and to angels and to men. 10 We are fools for Christ, but you are wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are distinguished, but we are dishonored! 11 Up to the present hour we are both hungry and thirsty; we are poorly clothed, roughly treated, homeless; 12 we labor, working with our own hands. When we are reviled, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it; 13 when we are slandered, we respond graciously. Even now, we are like the world's garbage, like the dirt everyone scrapes off their sandals.  (See 2Co #19: Servant-Leaders.)

				

	

Paul's Fatherly Care

				14 I'm not writing this to shame you, but to warn you as my dear children.15 For you can have 10,000 instructors in Christ, but you can't have many fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 16 Therefore I urge you to imitate me. 17 This is why I have sent Timothy to you. He is my dearly loved and faithful son in the Lord. He will remind you about my ways in Christ Jesus, just as I teach everywhere in every church. 18 Now some are inflated with pride, as though I were not coming to you. 19 But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I will know not the talk but the power of those who are inflated with pride. 20 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power. 21 What do you want? Should I come to you with a rod, or in love and a spirit of gentleness?

				A Principle to Live By - Self-Defense
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				#11 When we are falsely accused, it is not wrong to defend ourselves, but we should also have someone who knows us well verify our true character.

				When Paul first came to Corinth, the Corinthians witnessed his unique giftedness by the Holy Spirit (1:4-7). His apostleship was verified by numerous signs and wonders (2Co 12:12). Furthermore, because of his ministry among them, many became believers. Consequently, Paul reminded the Corinthians that he had"fathered" them"in Christ Jesus through the gospel" (1Co 4:15).  (See Ac #44:Self-Defense.)

				Though Paul defended himself against false accusations, he also planned to send Timothy to verify his apostleship, his character, and his message (1Co 4:17). Though it is not wrong to defend ourselves when falsely accused, it is far better to have those who know us well speak on our behalf. This is particularly true when we may be accused of having false motives (Pr 27:2). 

				Reflection and Response

				Though Paul sometimes used sarcasm in defending himself, why must we be cautious in using this as a model, especially in view of what Paul taught about effective communication?  (See 2Tm #7:Able to Teach.)

				

				

	

Immoral Church Members

				5 It is widely reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and the kind of sexual immorality that is not even tolerated ac among the Gentiles — a man is living with his father's wife.2 And you are inflated with pride, instead of filled with grief so that he who has committed this act might be removed from your congregation. 3 For though I am absent in body but present in spirit, I have already decided about the one who has done this thing as though I were present. 4 When you are assembled in the name of our Lord Jesus with my spirit and with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5 turn that one over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the Day of the Lord.

				6 Your boasting is not good. Don't you know that a little yeast permeates the whole batch of dough? 7 •Clean out the old yeast so that you may be a new batch. You are indeed unleavened, for Christ our •Passover has been sacrificed. ad 8 Therefore, let us observe the feast, not with old yeast or with the yeast of malice and evil but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.  (See 1Kg #37: Evil Influences; Mt #40: False Teachers.)

				

	

Church Discipline

				9 I wrote to you in a letter not to associate with sexually immoral people.10 I did not mean the immoral people of this •world or the greedy and swindlers or idolaters; otherwise you would have to leave the world.11 But now I am writingae you not to associate with anyone who claims to be a believeraf who is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or verbally abusive, a drunkard or a swindler. Do not even eat with such a person. 12 For what business is it of mine to judge outsiders? Don't you judge those who are inside? 13 But God judges outsiders. Put away the evil person from among yourselves.ag

				A Principle to Live By - Church Discipline
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				#12 For local churches to become mature in Christ, church leaders must exercise proper church discipline. 

				It's difficult to imagine this scene in the Corinthian church. A man was living in an incestuous relationship, and rather than grieving over this sinful behavior some of these believers were"inflated with pride" (v. 2). They knew this was blatant immorality—it was"not even tolerated among the Gentiles" (v. 1). One thing is certain, however. The root of their irresponsible behavior was"pride" and"boasting," the very sins that led to so many divisions in the church (3:21; 4:6.) 

				The Corinthian culture provides some background insight. For centuries, this seaport city had been known for its blatant immorality, and at the center of this debauchery was the temple of Aphrodite and at least one thousand temple prostitutes. Though this pagan ritual had subsided when Paul arrived in Corinth, immorality was still rampant. 

				However, immorality was not the only sin that had continued in the Corinthian church. Paul broadened his exhortation to include idolatry, reviling, drunkenness, and swindling. He made it clear that these believers were not to have fellowship with those who were still indulging in these sins. They were not to"even eat with such a person"—probably a reference to the communal meal (5:11). Though we are not sure what Paul meant by instructing the Corinthians to"turn that one over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh" (v. 5), we can conclude that he hoped refusing to fellowship with this kind of person would lead to his repentance.  (See Nm #33:Church Discipline.)

				Reflection and Response 

				What are some of the major problems spiritual leaders face in churches today in implementing church discipline?

				

				

	

Lawsuits among Believers

				6 If any of you has a legal dispute against another, do you dare go to court before the unrighteous, and not before the •saints? 2 Or don't you know that the saints will judge the •world? And if the world is judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the smallest cases? 3 Don't you know that we will judge angels — not to mention ordinary matters? 4 So if you have cases pertaining to this life, do you select thoseah who have no standing in the church to judge? 5 I say this to your shame! Can it be that there is not one wise person among you who is able to arbitrate between his •brothers? 6 Instead, believerai goes to court against believer, and that before unbelievers!

				7 Therefore, to have legal disputes against one another is already a moral failure for you. Why not rather put up with injustice? Why not rather be cheated? 8 Instead, you act unjustly and cheat — and you do this to believers! 9 Don't you know that the unrighteous will not inherit God's kingdom? Do not be deceived: No sexually immoral people, idolaters, adulterers, or anyone practicing homosexuality,aj10 no thieves, greedy people, drunkards, verbally abusive people, or swindlers will inherit God's kingdom. 11 And some of you used to be like this. But you were washed, you were •sanctified, you were •justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

				A Principle to Live By - Living Transformed Lives
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				#13 When we become followers of Jesus Christ, we are no longer to function in the world as if we are still a part of the world. 

				As we've seen, the Corinthians were a divided church. They were prideful and arrogant. Furthermore, they tolerated the worst kind of immorality.

				Here Paul addressed another major sin. These believers were treating one another unjustly, actually cheating one another (v. 7). To make matters worse, they were appealing to the pagan court system to help them resolve these selfish issues.

				In addressing this sin, Paul asked,"Can it be that there is not one wise person among you who is able to arbitrate between his brothers?" (v. 5). This question certainly leads to another: Could this be why there is no reference to elders or overseers in this letter? It's possible that there was not one person in the Corinthian church mature enough to occupy this role (1Tm 3:1-7; Ti 1:5-9)!  (See Ti #3:Doctrine of Character.)

				The majority of the Corinthians were living as if they were still a part of the world's system. Since they were"washed,"sanctified," and"justified" (1Co 6:11), they were to live like Christ-followers and no longer like"unspiritual people" (3:4), like they once were (6:9-11). They were to live lives that were being"transformed" into the image of Jesus Christ (Rm 12:1-2). 

				Reflection and Response

				Since Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus seemed qualified to be elders in the Corinthian church, what is another possible reason they were appealing to the pagan court system to resolve their issues? (See 1Co 16:15-18.)

				

				

	

Glorifying God in Body and Spirit

				12 "Everything is permissible for me," but not everything is helpful."Everything is permissible for me," but I will not be brought under the control of anything. 13 "Food for the stomach and the stomach for food," but God will do away with both of them.ak The body is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14 God raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by His power. 15 Don't you know that your bodies are a part of Christ's body? So should I take a part of Christ's body and make it part of a prostitute? Absolutely not! 16 Don't you know that anyone joined to a prostitute is one body with her? For Scripture says, The two will become one flesh.al 17 But anyone joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him.

				18 Run from sexual immorality!"Every sin a person can commit is outside the body." On the contrary, the person who is sexually immoral sins against his own body. 19 Don't you know that your body is a sanctuary of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought at a price. Therefore glorify God in your body. am

				A Principle to Live By - Using Freedom Responsibly
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				#14 Though we live under grace, we are never to use our freedom in Christ to violate His will.

				At this juncture, Paul broadened his emphasis on moral purity. To make his point, he quoted some Corinthian slogans and then gave a divine perspective (vv. 12-13). Each of these slogans contain an element of truth. However, these truisms were apparently being used by some of the Corinthians to justify sinful behavior. It's true, as Paul wrote to the Galatians, that"Christ has liberated us to be free" (Gl 5:1). However, he quickly exhorted,"don't use this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but serve one another through love" (Gl 5:13).  (See Gl #9:Freedom to Serve.)

				With the third slogan, it appears that some within the church were equating the need to eat with a need to indulge in sexual acts. However, their logic was faulty because we need food to live but not so with sex. Though a wonderful gift from God, sex is not to be used promiscuously, but within a marital relationship. When this gift is used immorally, it negatively impacts human relationships—our personal health physically, psychologically, and spiritually. In reality, it leads people into bondage rather than freedom.  (See Gl #10:Life in the Spirit.)

				Perhaps even more importantly, Paul reminded these Corinthians that both their temporal and their future glorified bodies belong to Jesus Christ. They were united to Him and indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Consequently, we are not free to violate God's will. We are to glorify Him in all that we do (Rm 6:1-2).  (See Rm #10:Our New Life in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the similarities between the ancient Greek culture and our contemporary culture that make Paul's concerns relevant today?

				

				

	

Principles of Marriage

				7 Now in response to the matters you wrote an about:"It is good for a man not to have relations withao a woman."2 But because sexual immorality is so common,ap each man should have his own wife, and each woman should have her own husband. 3 A husband should fulfill his marital responsibility to his wife, and likewise a wife to her husband. 4 A wife does not have the right over her own body, but her husband does. In the same way, a husband does not have the right over his own body, but his wife does. 5 Do not deprive one another sexually — except when you agree for a time, to devote yourselves to aq prayer. Then come together again; otherwise, Satan may tempt you because of your lack of self-control. 6 I say the followingar as a concession, not as a command. 7 I wish that all people were just like me. But each has his own gift from God, one person in this way and another in that way.

				

	

A Word to the Unmarried

				8 I say to the unmarried and to widows: It is good for them if they remain as I am. 9 But if they do not have self-control, they should marry, for it is better to marry than to burn with desire.

				A Principle to Live By - The Gift of Sex
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				#15 We are to view sex as a sacred gift from God to be used within the bonds of marriage.

				As we've noted, Paul had received a report about the divisions in the Corinthian church—probably from Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus (1:10-11; cp. 16:15-18). At the same time, Stephanas may have handed Paul a letter from the Corinthians. In the beginning of chapter 7, Paul began to address some of the significant questions and issues in this letter when he wrote,"Now in response to the matters you wrote about . . ." (v. 1). 

				Once again, Paul responded to a Corinthian slogan (v. 1). It seems some of the Corinthians had concluded that Paul was teaching it's better for Christians to abstain from sex. Because God's gift of sex had become so distorted and abused in the Greek and Roman culture, some of the Corinthian converts evidently had difficulty understanding the difference between sacred sex and illicit sex. Some concluded they should not marry, and some of those who were already married concluded they should give up sex with their spouses. 

				Responding to their questions, Paul clarified this issue. God has ordained marriage, which includes sexual intimacy. For most people, not to marry opens a door to sexual temptation, leading to immorality (v. 2). Furthermore, those who are married have a sacred responsibility to meet one another's sexual needs (vv. 3-5; Heb 13:4). At the same time, Paul acknowledged that he was single and that he could live a pure life, primarily because that was his"gift from God" (1Co 7:7). 

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul's instructions about marriage relationships in his letter to the Ephesians add a spiritual dimension that goes beyond the mutual responsibilities outlined in 1 Corinthians 7:2-5?  (See Eph #14:Walking in Love and Submission.)

				

				

	

About Married People

				10 I command the married — not I, but the Lord — a wife is not to leaveas her husband. 11 But if she does leave, she must remain unmarried or be reconciled to her husband — and a husband is not to leave his wife.12 But I (not the Lord) say to the rest: If any brother has an unbelieving wife and she is willing to live with him, he must not leave her. 13 Also, if any woman has an unbelieving husband and he is willing to live with her, she must not leave her husband. 14 For the unbelieving husband is set apart for God by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is set apart for God by the husband.at Otherwise your children would be corrupt, but now they are set apart for God. 15 But if the unbeliever leaves, let him leave. A brother or a sister is not bound in such cases. God has called you au to live in peace. 16 For you, wife, how do you know whether you will save your husband? Or you, husband, how do you know whether you will save your wife?

				A Principle to Live By - Mixed Marriages
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				#16 Christians who are married to unbelievers should view their relationships as sacred. 

				Evidently, some spouses in Corinth had responded positively to the gospel message, while others had not. Again, their inability to differentiate sacred sex from illegitimate relationships prompted another distortion. They concluded that having a sexual relationship with a non-believing spouse was a violation of God's will, thus obligating them to divorce. 

				Paul clarified this issue as well. The sexual union is sacred between married people regardless of each one's spiritual status. A mixed marriage in itself is not a legitimate basis for divorce. However, if the unbelieving spouse insists on leaving, the believing spouse should not resist this decision. 

				Reflection and Response

				How does Peter's message regarding mixed marriages in his final letter give additional perspective to Paul's instructions in first Corinthians?  (See 1Pt #8:Marital Relationships.)

				

				

	

Various Situations of Life

				17 However, each one must live his life in the situation the Lord assigned when God called him.av This is what I command in all the churches. 18 Was anyone already circumcised when he was called? He should not undo his circumcision. Was anyone called while uncircumcised? He should not get circumcised. 19 Circumcision does not matter and uncircumcision does not matter, but keeping God's commands does. 20 Each person should remain in the life situationaw in which he was called. 21 Were you called while a •slave? It should not be a concern to you. But if you can become free, by all means take the opportunity.ax22 For he who is called by the Lord as a slave is the Lord's freedman. Likewise he who is called as a free man is Christ's slave. 23 You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men. 24 •Brothers, each person should remain with God in whatever situation he was called.

				A Principle to Live By - Equality in Christ
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				#17 When we receive the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, we should serve God faithfully in whatever circumstances we find ourselves.

				Some of the Corinthians wondered in what ways they should attempt to change their status now that they were Christians. Because nudity was common in the Roman public baths, certain men—both Jews and Gentile converts—were theologically confused about circumcision. Should they attempt to change their present situation? Paul's response was a decided"No." This Old Testament requirement had no relationship to their position in Christ. 

				An even more confusing issue related to slavery. Knowing that this kind of control over others is wrong, but at the same time understanding the social dynamics in the Roman culture, Paul's response was cautious. Christian slaves should not become obsessed with the goal of becoming free, but they should take any opportunity to be released. In the meantime, they should remember that in Christ we are free—no matter what our social status.

				Paul's approach to slavery gradually eliminated this evil from the church. Since he taught that everyone is equal in Christ (Gl 3:27-28) and that all believers are to love one another as Christ has loved us (Eph 5:1-2), this social disease gradually disappeared among Christians (Eph 6:5-9; Phm 15-16).  (See Gl #6:Unity in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				In order to understand Paul's approach to slavery, why is it important to understand the cultural dynamics in the Roman Empire?  (See 1Pt #7:Subservient Roles.)

				

				

	

About the Unmarried and Widows

				25 About virgins: I have no command from the Lord, but I do give an opinion as one who by the Lord's mercy is trustworthy.26 Therefore I consider this to be good because of the present distress: It is fine for a man to remain as he is. 27 Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be loosed. Are you loosed from a wife? Do not seek a wife. 28 However, if you do get married, you have not sinned, and if a virgin marries, she has not sinned. But such people will have trouble in this life,ay and I am trying to spare you. 29 And I say this, brothers: The time is limited, so from now on those who have wives should be as though they had none, 30 those who weep as though they did not weep, those who rejoice as though they did not rejoice, those who buy as though they did not possess, 31 and those who use the world as though they did not make full use of it. For this world in its current form is passing away.

				32 I want you to be without concerns. An unmarried man is concerned about the things of the Lord — how he may please the Lord. 33 But a married man is concerned about the things of the world — how he may please his wife — 34 and his interests are divided. An unmarried woman or a virgin is concerned about the things of the Lord, so that she may be holy both in body and in spirit. But a married woman is concerned about the things of the world — how she may please her husband. 35 Now I am saying this for your own benefit, not to put a restraint on you, but because of what is proper and so that you may be devoted to the Lord without distraction.

				36 But if any man thinks he is acting improperly toward his virgin, if she is past marriageable age,az and so it must be, he can do what he wants. He is not sinning; they can get married. 37 But he who stands firm in his heart (who is under no compulsion, but has control over his own will) and has decided in his heart to keep his own virgin, will do well. 38 So then he who marriesba his virgin does well, but he who does not marrybb will do better.

				39 A wife is bound bc as long as her husband is living. But if her husband dies, she is free to be married to anyone she wants — only in the Lord.40 But she is happier if she remains as she is, in my opinion. And I think that I also have the Spirit of God.

				A Principle to Live By - Maintaining Priorities

				[image: Getz1245.png]

				#18 Whatever decisions we make as believers, we should consider how these decisions will enable us to serve the Lord Jesus Christ more effectively.

				In addressing another issue, Paul focused on whether to marry or to remain single. Clearly, he refused to give wholesale support to those in the Corinthian church who were promoting celibacy. However, writing out of his experience, he addressed some of the advantages of remaining single. ("Virgins" in this context refers to young people of marriageable age.)

				One major truth guided Paul's thinking. If anyone had God's gift to remain single, it would 
enable that person to be more effective in carrying out the Great Commission. Dedicated single Christians do not have to devote time to meeting spousal and family needs. They can"be devoted to the Lord without distraction" (v. 35). Such was Paul's own experience. 

				However, marriage is God's divine plan for most people—which, of course, began in the Garden of Eden and will continue until we are in eternity and marriage no longer exists (Mt 22:30). 

				Reflection and Response

				Though Paul concentrated on the advantages of serving God as a single person, what are the advantages—biblically and pragmatically—of being married to a godly spouse and having a well-ordered family?

				

				

	

Food Offered to Idols

				8 About food offered to idols: We know that"we all have knowledge." Knowledge inflates with pride, but love builds up. 2 If anyone thinks he knows anything, he does not yet know it as he ought to know it. 3 But if anyone loves God, he is known by Him.

				4 About eating food offered to idols, then, we know that"an idol is nothing in the world," and that"there is no God but one." 5 For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth — as there are many"gods" and many"lords" —

				

				6 yet for us there is one God, the Father.

				All things are from Him,

				and we exist for Him.

				And there is one Lord, Jesus Christ.

				All things are through Him,

				and we exist through Him.

				

				7 However, not everyone has this knowledge. In fact, some have been so used to idolatry up until now that when they eat food offered to an idol, their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8 Food will not make us acceptable to God. We are not inferior if we don't eat, and we are not better if we do eat.9 But be careful that this right of yours in no way becomes a stumbling block to the weak. 10 For if someone sees you, the one who has this knowledge, dining in an idol's temple, won't his weak conscience be encouraged to eat food offered to idols? 11 Then the weak person, the brother for whom Christ died, is ruinedbd by your knowledge. 12 Now when you sin like this against the •brothers and wound their weak conscience, you are sinning against Christ. 13 Therefore, if food causes my brother to fall, I will never again eat meat, so that I won't cause my brother to fall.

				A Principle to Live By - Using Knowledge Responsibly

				[image: Getz1246.png]

				#19 As we grow in biblical knowledge, we are to use this knowledge in a loving, responsible way. 

				In Corinth, part of the meat that was sacrificed to idols was burned on the altar, part was eaten as people participated in temple activities—including sexual immorality—
and part was sold in the marketplace. The question Paul addressed, from the letter the Corinthians evidently wrote to him, was whether or not it was legitimate for Christians to buy the leftover meat for normal consumption.

				Again, Paul responded to Corinthian slogans (vv. 1,4). In dealing with this issue, Paul outlined two major concerns. 

				First, though some of the Corinthians had the theological knowledge that meat offered to idols was not spiritually contaminated, they were not growing in God's love. In fact, their knowledge led to pride, which was a very common sin among the Corinthians (v. 1; cp. 3:21; 4:6; 5:2).

				Second, some of the Corinthians lacked the knowledge that"there is no God but one" (8:4), and when they observed some of the Corinthians buying and eating this meat, they imitated their example, but for them it was idolatry. Evidently, some even reverted to their immoral pagan practices (v. 7; see chap. 10). 

				Paul concluded his response by urging the Corinthians who had a correct doctrinal understanding to humbly demonstrate Christlike love. They should refrain from buying and eating this meat and avoid causing another brother or sister to stumble and to fall into sin. This is the way Paul lived his life, and he urged them to follow his example (8:12-13).

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important today for Christians to differentiate between what are simply judgmental attitudes and what are true concerns regarding causing another Christian to fall into sin?  (See Rm #28:Accepting One Another.)

				

				

	

Paul's Example as an Apostle

				9 Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are you not my work in the Lord? 2 If I am not an apostle to others, at least I am to you, for you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. 3 My defense to those who examine me is this: 4 Don't we have the right to eat and drink? 5 Don't we have the right to be accompanied by a Christian wifebe like the other apostles, the Lord's brothers, and •Cephas? 6 Or do Barnabas and I alone have no right to refrain from working? 7 Who ever goes to war at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat its fruit? Or who shepherds a flock and does not drink the milk from the flock? 8 Am I saying this from a human perspective? Doesn't the law also say the same thing? 9 For it is written in the law of Moses, Do not muzzle an ox while it treads out grain.bf Is God really concerned with oxen? 10 Or isn't He really saying it for us? Yes, this is written for us, because he who plows ought to plow in hope, and he who threshes should do so in hope of sharing the crop. 11 If we have sown spiritual things for you, is it too much if we reap material benefits from you? 12 If others have this right to receive benefits from you, don't we even more?

				However, we have not made use of this right; instead we endure everything so that we will not hinder the gospel of Christ. 13 Don't you know that those who perform the temple services eat the food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the offerings of the altar? 14 In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should earn their living by the gospel.

				15 But I have used none of these rights, and I have not written this to make it happen that way for me. For it would be better for me to die than for anyone to deprive me of my boast! 16 For if I preach the gospel, I have no reason to boast, because an obligation is placed on me. And woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 17 For if I do this willingly, I have a reward, but if unwillingly, I am entrusted with a stewardship. 18 What then is my reward? To preach the gospel and offer it free of charge and not make full use of my authority in the gospel.

				A Principle to Live By - Demonstrating Pure Motives
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				#20 When engaged in evangelistic efforts, we must be cautious in receiving financial support from unbelievers as well as those who initially respond to the gospel.

				Paul knew and understood the pagan culture well. Itinerant teachers and philosophers in the Greco-Roman world often charged large sums of money for their services. Furthermore, since the Holy Spirit often verified the apostles' message of salvation with miraculous manifestations, Paul certainly didn't want people to believe they could buy these gifts of the Spirit with money. Perhaps Peter and John had shared with Paul how that had happened in Samaria.  (See Ac #15:Authentic Conversion.)

				Paul had also just come from Athens, where he had encountered"the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers" (Ac 17:18). These men expected their audience to pay for their services. So when Paul arrived in Corinth, he was more convinced than ever that he should not accept payment for his preaching and teaching ministry. Even though"the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should earn their living by the gospel," Paul"used none of these rights" (1Co 9:14-15). Rather, he initially used his tent-making skills to make a living so that these pagan people would clearly understand that salvation is a gift from God, not something they could buy with gifts of money (Ac 18:1-4; Eph 2:8-9).

				Unfortunately, some of the Corinthians interpreted Paul's policy regarding pay as evidence that he was not a true apostle. Their pagan expectations evidently clouded their thinking. But Paul defended his divine calling and explained why he would not receive their material gifts (1Co 9:12). He clarified his reason in his first letter to the Thessalonians:

				We cared so much for you that we were pleased to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own lives, because you had become dear to us. For you remember our labor and hardship, brothers. Working night and day so that we would not burden any of you, we preached God's gospel to you. You are witnesses, and so is God, of how devoutly, righteously, and blamelessly we conducted ourselves with you believers. (1Th 2:8-10) 

				Paul did accept financial support, but he looked to more mature believers to do so. For example, when he left the church in Philippi, he received their financial support so that he could continue his evangelistic ministry in Macedonia and beyond.  (See 2Kg #8:The Gift of Life; Php #12: Eternal Rewards.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what other ways should Christian leaders demonstrate pure motives?

				

				19 Although I am a free man and not anyone's •slave, I have made myself a slave to everyone, in order to win more people. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win Jews; to those under the law, like one under the law — though I myself am not under the law bg — to win those under the law.21 To those who are without that law, like one without the law — not being without God's law but within Christ's law — to win those without the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, in order to win the weak. I have become all things to all people, so that I may by every possible means save some.23 Now I do all this because of the gospel, so I may become a partner in its benefits.bh

				A Principle to Live By - Freedom in Form
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				#21 We should use a variety of means and methods to communicate the biblical message, but we are never to compromise biblical values.

				Paul had just addressed two aspects of our freedom in Christ that could be abused: eating meat offered to idols (8:13) and accepting money for ministry (9:14). This is another such aspect. When Paul said,"I have become all things to all people, so that I may by every possible means save some" (vv. 20-22), it's clear from the rest of Scripture that he was not encouraging believers to violate the absolute moral and ethical values outlined in the Ten Commandments and reinforced in the New Testament. For example, sexual immorality and idolatry have always been violations of God's will. However, we may use our freedom to engage in functions and to develop forms to communicate the message of the Scriptures as long as our actions do not conflict with biblical values. 

				Freedom in form is the biblical principle that enables Christian leaders to communicate the gospel and teach the Word of God in any culture in the world and at any moment in history. God has given us a divine message in the Scriptures that is unchanging and the freedom to communicate this message with various forms and methods. This is indeed what makes God's message relevant and supracultural.

				Reflection and Response

				What happens among Christians when they do not clearly differentiate between the supracultural message of the Bible and the creative forms and methods used to communicate this message in different cultural settings?

				

				24 Don't you know that the runners in a stadium all race, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way to win the prize. 25 Now everyone who competes exercises self-control in everything. However, they do it to receive a crown that will fade away, but we a crown that will never fade away. 26 Therefore I do not run like one who runs aimlessly or box like one beating the air. 27 Instead, I discipline my body and bring it under strict control, so that after preaching to others, I myself will not be disqualified.  (See 1Tm #9:Spiritual Disciplines;Heb #18: Focusing on Christ.)

				

	

Warnings from Israel's Past

				10 Now I want you to know, •brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, all passed through the sea, 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 3 They all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from a spiritual rock that followed them, and that rock was Christ. 5 But God was not pleased with most of them, for they were struck down in the wilderness.

				6 Now these things became examples for us, so that we will not desire evil things as they did.bi 7 Don't become idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, and got up to play.bj, bk 8 Let us not commit sexual immorality as some of them did,bl and in a single day 23,000 people fell dead. 9 Let us not test Christ as some of them didbm and were destroyed by snakes. 10 Nor should we complain as some of them did,bn and were killed by the destroyer.bo 11 Now these things happened to them as examples, and they were written as a warning to us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. 12 So, whoever thinks he stands must be careful not to fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to humanity. God is faithful, and He will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation He will also provide a way of escape so that you are able to bear it.

				A Principle to Live By - Lessons from Scripture
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				#22 As we read the biblical story, we are to learn lessons that relate particularly to God's discipline on His people when they persistently violated His will. 

				This principle focuses on an important reason God inspired the authors of Scripture to record both good and bad behavior. Though we can learn from positive examples, there are many lessons from Genesis to Revelation that come from the failures of God's people. 

				In this letter, Paul exhorted the Corinthians to reflect on the behavior of the children of Israel during their wilderness experiences. God the Father and the pre-incarnate Christ had miraculously parted the Red Sea, delivering them from Egyptian bondage (vv. 1-2), and had supernaturally fed them manna and water in the wilderness (vv. 3-4). However, in spite of God's grace, many of the Israelites

				
						regressed to idolatry by worshiping a golden calf (v. 7; Ex 32:1-6);

						committed mass immorality with Moabite women (1Co 10:8; Nm 25:1-9);

						rebelled, accusing both the Lord and Moses of bringing them into the wilderness to die (1Co 10:9; Nm 21:4-7); and

						accused Moses and Aaron of being responsible for God's judgment on the rebellious leaders in Israel (1Co 10:10; Nm 16:41-50).

				

				In each case, God severely disciplined those who rebelled against His will. 

				Paul warned the Corinthians that what happened in these Old Testament settings should be"examples" or a"warning" to Christians (1Co 10:6,11). This should remind us that we are not incapable of sinning. Paul concluded, however, with good news. Our human weaknesses are normal, and along with each temptation, God has provided through the Lord Jesus Christ"a way of escape" (v. 13). The children of Israel did not need to sin. How much more can we resist sin, with the complete Word of God in the Old and New Testaments available to us and the Holy Spirit dwelling in us and empowering us.  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the greatest lessons you have learned from various biblical stories? 

				

				

	

Warning against Idolatry

				14 Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry. 15 I am speaking as to wise people. Judge for yourselves what I say. 16 The cup of blessing that we give thanks for, is it not a sharing in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a sharing in the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for all of us share that one bread. 18 Look at the people of Israel.bp Do not those who eat the sacrifices participate in what is offered on the altar? 19 What am I saying then? That food offered to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything? 20 No, but I do say that what they bq sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to God. I do not want you to participate with demons! 21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. You cannot share in the Lord's table and the table of demons. 22 Or are we provoking the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than He?

				

	

Christian Liberty

				23 "Everything is permissible," br but not everything is helpful."Everything is permissible," bs but not everything builds up. 24 No one should seek his own good, but the good of the other person.

				25 Eat everything that is sold in the meat market, asking no questions for conscience' sake, 26 for the earth is the Lord's, and all that is in it.bt 27 If one of the unbelievers invites you over and you want to go, eat everything that is set before you, without raising questions of conscience. 28 But if someone says to you,"This is food offered to an idol," do not eat it, out of consideration for the one who told you, and for conscience' sake. bu 29 I do not mean your own conscience, but the other person's. For why is my freedom judged by another person's conscience? 30 If I partake with thanks, why am I slandered because of something I give thanks for?  (Review 1 Co #19: Using Knowledge Responsibly

				31 Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for God's glory. 32 Give no offense to the Jews or the Greeks or the church of God, 33 just as I also try to please all people                        in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of many, so that they may be saved.

				111 Imitate me, as I also imitate Christ.  (See 1Sm #20:Modeling Godly Character;  Ezk #36: Reflecting God's Glory.)

				

	

Instructions about Head Coverings

				2 Now I praise you bv because you always remember me and keep the traditions just as I delivered them to you. 3 But I want you to know that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of the woman,bw and God is the head of Christ. 4 Every man who prays or prophesies with something on his head dishonors his head. 5 But every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head, since that is one and the same as having her head shaved. 6 So if a woman's headbx is not covered, her hair should be cut off. But if it is disgraceful for a woman to have her hair cut off or her head shaved, she should be covered.

				7 A man, in fact, should not cover his head, because he is God's image and glory, but woman is man's glory. 8 For man did not come from woman, but woman came from man. 9 And man was not created for woman, but woman for man. 10 This is why a woman should have a symbol of authority on her head, because of the angels. 11 In the Lord, however, woman is not independent of man, and man is not independent of woman. 12 For just as woman came from man, so man comes through woman, and all things come from God.

				13 Judge for yourselves: Is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered? 14 Does not even nature itself teach you that if a man has long hair it is a disgrace to him, 15 but that if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For her hair is given to her by as a covering. 16 But if anyone wants to argue about this, we have no otherbz custom, nor do the churches of God.

				A Principle to Live By - Interpreting Scripture Accurately
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				#23 We must be careful not to superimpose on Scripture particular forms that are never spelled out in a definitive way.

				Most Bible students agree that this passage in Scripture is one of the most difficult to interpret, which explains why there are so many different points of view. One reason is that we cannot be sure of the specific issues Paul was addressing in Corinth. Some things, however, are clear in these paragraphs and in the larger context: 

				
						Paul had taught the Corinthians certain principles they were attempting to practice, and he was pleased with their efforts (v. 2).

						Paul was concerned that they not violate male and female roles in their marital relationships (v. 3; cp. Eph 5:22-26).

						Paul was also concerned about how the principles he had taught them were affecting their worship practices (1Co 11:4-10). 

						Though Paul was concerned about appropriate roles in marriage, he also taught that in Christ there is equality and mutuality in male and female relationships (vv. 11-12; cp. Eph 5:21,25).

						The effect on their worship practices involved certain forms that related to hair length and coverings that are not specifically defined in these paragraphs (1Co 11:13-16). 

				

				Beyond these observations, we do not know the specific concerns Paul was addressing—he may have been answering a question they had sent him (see"about" in 7:1,25; 8:1). Consequently, we must be very cautious in specifying forms in our churches today that are never spelled out in Scripture. When this happens, it can lead to an inappropriate interpretation of Scripture and result in legalistic practices out of harmony with biblical principles. For example, it is not clear if Paul was referring to hair as a covering (11:15) or some other covering in addition to hair (vv. 5-6).

				Earlier, Paul had warned the Corinthians not to use their freedom in Christ to cause another Christian to engage in immorality or idolatry (4:8,14). Since veils and hair lengths in pagan worship often sent sexual signals, it would not be surprising if this kind of sinful behavior had continued to impact the Corinthians in their corporate worship experiences. If so, this also helps explain the issues Paul was addressing.

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it easy to superimpose on Scripture what we believe are biblical forms?

				

				

	

The Lord's Supper

				17 Now in giving the following instruction I do not praise you, since you come together not for the better but for the worse. 18 For to begin with, I hear that when you come together as a church there are divisions among you, and in part I believe it. 19 There must, indeed, be factions among you, so that those who are approved may be recognized among you. 20 Therefore, when you come together, it is not really to eat the Lord's Supper.21 For at the meal, each one eats his own supper ahead of others. So one person is hungry while another gets drunk! 22 Don't you have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you look down on the church of God and embarrass those who have nothing? What should I say to you? Should I praise you? I do not praise you for this!

				23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: On the night when He was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took bread, 24 gave thanks, broke it, and said, ca"This is My body, which iscb for you. Do this in remembrance of Me."

				25 In the same way, after supper He also took the cup and said,"This cup is the new covenant established by My blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.

				

	

Self-Examination

				27 Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy way will be •guilty of sin against the bodycc and blood of the Lord. 28 So a man should examine himself; in this way he should eat the bread and drink from the cup. 29 For whoever eats and drinks without recognizing the body, cd eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30 This is why many are sick and ill among you, and many have fallen •asleep. 31 If we were properly evaluating ourselves, we would not be judged, 32 but when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord, so that we may not be condemned with the •world.  (Review 1Co#9: God's Direct Discipline; see Ps #37: Body, Soul, and Spirit; Jr #5: Living in Denial.)

				33 Therefore, my •brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for one another. 34 If anyone is hungry, he should eat at home, so that when you gather together you will not come under judgment. And I will give instructions about the other matters whenever I come.

				A Principle to Live By - Avoiding Favoritism
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				#24 When we participate in the Lord's Supper, we should reflect deep care and concern for all members of Christ's body.  (See 2Ch #28:The Lord's Supper; Lk #46: The Lord's Supper.)

				Though Paul was pleased with some of what the Corinthians were doing, he was not pleased with what was happening when they practiced the Lord's Supper. In contrast to his previous statement,"I praise you" (v. 2), he now wrote,"I do not praise you" (vv. 17,22).

				To understand the abuse Paul addressed, we must understand the Lord's Supper as it was practiced in the early church. The rather complex Passover meal practiced in Israel became a simple fellowship meal in the church to remember the death of Christ (Ac 2:42-47). In time, however, this full meal became a token meal, which has taken various forms throughout church history. 

				The Corinthians were still meeting together for a full supper. However, they had allowed pagan practices to become a part of what God designed to be a sacred remembrance and a godly testimony to the unsaved world. Not only were they overindulging to the point of gluttony and drunkenness, as the pagans did in their religious meals, but they ignored the poor and needy. They were displaying sinful favoritism and prejudice.  (See Jms #6: Avoiding Prejudice, p. 1732.)

				This once again demonstrates how carnal and sinful many of the Corinthians still were in their relationships both with God and with their fellow believers (1Co 3:1-3). God had already disciplined some of these believers for their selfish and indulgent behavior with illness and even death. Thankfully, this kind of discipline by the Lord is not normative.  (See Lv #9:Judgment for Sin.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what creative ways can we use either a full or a token meal, not only to worship God and fellowship with one another, but also to"proclaim the Lord's death" to unbelievers (1Co 11:26)?

				

				

	

Diversity of Spiritual Gifts

				12 Now concerning what comes from the Spirit:ce•brothers, I do not want you to be unaware. 2 You know that when you were pagans, you used to be led off to the idols that could not speak.3 Therefore I am informing you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says,"Jesus is cursed," and no one can say,"Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit.

				4 Now there are different gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are different ministries, but the same Lord. 6 And there are different activities, but the same God activates each gift in each person.cf 7 A demonstration of the Spirit is given to each person to produce what is beneficial:

				

				8 to one is given a message of wisdom

				through the Spirit,

				to another, a message of knowledge

				by the same Spirit,

				9 to another, faith by the same Spirit,

				to another, gifts of healing by the one Spirit,

				10 to another, the performing of miracles,

				to another, prophecy,

				to another, distinguishing between spirits,

				to another, different kinds of •languages,

				to another, interpretation of languages.

				

				11 But one and the same Spirit is active in all these, distributing to each person as He wills.

				

	

Unity Yet Diversity in the Body

				12 For as the body is one and has many parts, and all the parts of that body, though many, are one body — so also is Christ.13 For we were all baptized bycg one Spirit into one body — whether Jews or Greeks, whether •slaves or free — and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.14 So the body is not one part but many. 15 If the foot should say,"Because I'm not a hand, I don't belong to the body," in spite of this it still belongs to the body. 16 And if the ear should say,"Because I'm not an eye, I don't belong to the body," in spite of this it still belongs to the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But now God has placed each one of the parts in one body just as He wanted. 19 And if they were all the same part, where would the body be? 20 Now there are many parts, yet one body.

				21 So the eye cannot say to the hand,"I don't need you!" Or again, the head can't say to the feet,"I don't need you!" 22 But even more, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are necessary. 23 And those parts of the body that we think to be less honorable, we clothe these with greater honor, and our unpresentable parts have a better presentation. 24 But our presentable parts have no need of clothing. Instead, God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the less honorable, 25 so that there would be no division in the body, but that the members would have the same concern for each other. 26 So if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.

				A Principle to Live By - Unity in Christ
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				#25 As members of local churches, we should be committed to manifesting the fruit of the Holy Spirit and becoming unified in Christ. 

				In response to their question"concerning what comes from the Spirit," Paul gave the Corinthians a decisive test to determine whether they were straying: if the people speaking were being led by the Holy Spirit, they would honor Christ. But on the contrary, these immature believers were misusing their spiritual gifts. Rather than building up one another in love and unity, they were using these grace-gifts to vie for position and power. Carnality and chaos reigned (vv. 1-3)!  (Review 1 Co #7 Becoming Like Christ.)

				To help these believers understand the church and how it was to function, Paul used an anatomical analogy. Just as the human"body is one and has many parts, and all the parts of that body, though many, are one body—so also is Christ" (12:12). To be in God's will as a local church, there should be"no division in the body" (v. 25). Sadly, the Corinthians were terribly divided and disunified, the opposite of what Jesus prayed for on His way to the Garden of Gethsemane.  (See Jn #33:The Results of Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				What was the root problem in the Corinthian church that caused such a dysfunctional body of believers? 
(See Rm #22:A Servant's Heart.)

				

				27 Now you are the body of Christ, and individual members of it. 28 And God has placed these in the church:

				

				first apostles, second prophets,

				third teachers, next miracles,

				then gifts of healing, helping,

				managing, various kinds of languages.

				29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets?

				Are all teachers? Do all do miracles?

				30 Do all have gifts of healing?

				Do all speak in other languages?

				Do all interpret?

				

				31 But desire the greater gifts. And I will show you an even better way.

				

	

Love: The Superior Way

				13 If I speak human or angelic •languages

				but do not have love,

				I am a sounding gong or a clanging cymbal.

				2 If I have the gift of prophecy

				and understand all •mysteries

				and all knowledge,

				and if I have all faith

				so that I can move mountains

				but do not have love, I am nothing.

				3 And if I donate all my goods to feed the poor,

				and if I give my body in order to boast ch

				but do not have love, I gain nothing.

				A Principle to Live By - The Way of Love

				[image: Getz1253.png]

				#26 To create unity in our local churches, we must be committed to building up one another in 
love.

				Paul brought up another way the Corinthians were misusing their spiritual gifts. Some were actually rejecting the"greater gifts" (12:31) that Christ gave to launch local churches while making secondary gifts a priority. What were the"greater gifts" and how could the Corinthians"desire" them? Paul was using the second person plural, which could be paraphrased,"As a body of believers, give attention to the greater gifts to the church." These gifts were apostles, prophets, and teachers (12:28; cp. Eph 4:11-12).

				The Corinthians were doing the opposite. Various ones of them had rejected Paul, Peter, or Apollos. These men embodied and had the greater gifts (apostles, prophets, teachers). Instead, they were approving those who had the secondary gifts (healing, helping, languages). This immature behavior was a primary factor in causing divisions in the church (1Co 1:11-12; 3:1-4). This is why Paul later wrote,"Brothers, don't be childish in your thinking, but be infants in regard to evil and adult in your thinking" (14:20).  (See Eph #9:Building Up One Another.)

				At this juncture, Paul showed them"an even better way" (1Co 12:31): manifesting Christlike love. Paul went on to characterize the Corinthians' gifts of languages, prophecy, wisdom, knowledge, and even faith. Without love, their gifts were adding to the disunity in the church at Corinth and doing more harm than good (13:1-3). These believers were definitely not following the"better way"—the way of love! 

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul demonstrate that their spiritual gifts were not a sign of spiritual maturity?  (Review 1 Co #7 Becoming Like Christ.)

				

				4 Love is patient, love is kind.

				Love does not envy,

				is not boastful, is not conceited,

				5 does not act improperly,

				is not selfish, is not provoked,

				and does not keep a record of wrongs.

				6 Love finds no joy in unrighteousness

				but rejoices in the truth.

				7 It bears all things, believes all things,

				hopes all things, endures all things.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Reflections of Love
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				#27  To build up one another, we must demonstrate Christ's love in all of our relationships. 

				Having evaluated the way the Corinthians were misusing their spiritual gifts, Paul then spelled out one of the most comprehensive definitions of biblical love in the New Testament. These reflections of love are a basic summary of the first twelve chapters in the Corinthian letter. Paul outlined positively where the corporate life in the Corinthian church was deficient. 

				

				

				

				
					
						
								
								13:4—Love is patient; love is kind. Love does not envy.

							
								
								They were impatient, unkind, and envious (3:3).

							
						

						
								
								13:4—[Love] is not boastful; is not conceited.

							
								
								They were boastful and arrogant (3:21; 4:18)

							
						

						
								
								13:5a—[Love] does not act improperly; is not selfish.

							
								
								They were rude and self-seeking (11:20-21). 

							
						

						
								
								13:5b—[Love] is not provoked; does not keep a record of wrongs.

							
								
								They were having public disputes in courts of law (6:1,6).

							
						

						
								
								13:6—[Love] finds no joy in unrighteousness, but rejoices in the truth.

							
								
								They were approving immoral behavior (5:1-2; 6:15,20). 

							
						

						
								
								13:7a—[Love] bears all things.

							
								
								They were causing weaker Christians to stumble (8:9).

							
						

						
								
								13:7b—[Love] believes all things.

							
								
								Some no longer trusted Paul (9:1-2).

							
						

					
				

				

				Within the space of these four verses, Paul demonstrated that the Corinthians had little, if any, love. If they were listening at all, they could not deny this indictment.

				Reflection and Response

				How does this paragraph describe the fruit of the Holy Spirit in our Christian relationships (Gl 5:22-23)?  (See Gl #10:Life in the Spirit.)

				

				8 Love never ends.

				But as for prophecies,

				they will come to an end;

				as for languages, they will cease;

				as for knowledge, it will come to an end.

				9 For we know in part,

				and we prophesy in part.

				10 But when the perfect comes,

				the partial will come to an end.

				11 When I was a child,

				I spoke like a child,

				I thought like a child,

				I reasoned like a child.

				When I became a man,

				I put aside childish things.

				12 For now we see indistinctly,ci as in a mirror,

				but then face to face.

				Now I know in part,

				but then I will know fully,

				as I am fully known.

				13 Now these three remain:

				faith, hope, and love.

				But the greatest of these is love.

				A Principle to Live By - Measuring Corporate Maturity
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				#28 When measuring maturity in our local churches, we should use the Christlike qualities of faith, hope, and love—but especially love—as divine criteria.

				Unfortunately, the Corinthians did not understand how God measures spiritual maturity in a local church. Rather than focusing on what is eternal, they focused on what is temporal. They focused on their spiritual gifts, which Paul wrote"will come to an end," whereas"love never ends" (v. 8). Love will endure eternally"because God is love" 
(1Jn 4:8). 

				There are various opinions as to what Paul meant when he referred to the"perfect" that is coming as opposed to the"partial" that"will come to an end" (1Co 13:10). From the overall context he seemed to be referring to the time when Jesus Christ will remove all born-again believers from this world and transform them into His perfect and spotless image. Regardless of our imperfections here on earth, when that happens we'll be like Christ. Rather than looking"in a mirror," we'll see Jesus"face to face" (v. 12). 

				The apostle John wrote,

				Dear friends, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet been revealed. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him because we will see Him as He is. And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself just as He is pure. (1Jn 3:2-3)  (See 1Jn #8:The Second Coming.)

				If this is correct, Paul was in essence saying to the Corinthians, Spiritual gifts are temporal and a means to produce maturity. You have focused on the means, the Spirit's gifts rather than the Spirit's fruit. This is childish behavior, which will not produce Christlike character reflected through faith, hope, and especially love.

				Reflection and Response

				How do the introductions to several of Paul's letters verify that faith, hope, and love are the criteria by which we should measure maturity in local churches?  (See 1Th #1:Models of Maturity; Ezk #35: Measuring God's Temple Today;)

				

				

	

Prophecy: A Superior Gift

				14 Pursue love and desire spiritual gifts, and above all that you may prophesy. 2 For the person who speaks in another •language is not speaking to men but to God, since no one understands him; however, he speaks •mysteries in the Spirit.cj3 But the person who prophesies speaks to people for edification, encouragement, and consolation. 4 The person who speaks in another language builds himself up, but he who prophesies builds up the church. 5 I wish all of you spoke in other languages, but even more that you prophesied. The person who prophesies is greater than the person who speaks in languages, unless he interprets so that the church may be built up.

				6 But now, •brothers, if I come to you speaking in other languages, how will I benefit you unless I speak to you with a revelation or knowledge or prophecy or teaching? 7 Even inanimate things that produce sounds — whether flute or harp — if they don't make a distinction in the notes, how will what is played on the flute or harp be recognized? 8 In fact, if the trumpet makes an unclear sound, who will prepare for battle? 9 In the same way, unless you use your tongue for intelligible speech, how will what is spoken be known? For you will be speaking into the air. 10 There are doubtless many different kinds of languages in the world, and all have meaning.ck 11 Therefore, if I do not know the meaning of the language, I will be a foreignercl to the speaker, and the speaker will be a foreigner to me. 12 So also you — since you are zealous for spiritual gifts,cm seek to excel in building up the church.

				13 Therefore the person who speaks in another language should pray that he can interpret. 14 For if I pray in another language, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful. 15 What then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with my understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with my understanding. 16 Otherwise, if you praise with the spirit,cn how will the uninformed personco say"•Amen" at your giving of thanks, since he does not know what you are saying? 17 For you may very well be giving thanks, but the other person is not being built up. 18 I thank God that I speak in other languages more than all of you; 19 yet in the church I would rather speak five words with my understanding, in order to teach others also, than 10,000 words in another language.

				20 Brothers, don't be childish in your thinking, but be infants in regard to evil and adult in your thinking. 21 It is written in the law:

				

				I will speak to these people

				by people of other languages

				and by the lips of foreigners,

				and even then, they will not listen to Me,cp

				

				says the Lord. 22 It follows that speaking in other languages is intended as a sign,cq not for believers but for unbelievers. But prophecy is not for unbelievers but for believers. 23 Therefore, if the whole church assembles together and all are speaking in other languages and people who are uninformed or unbelievers come in, will they not say that you are out of your minds? 24 But if all are prophesying and some unbeliever or uninformed person comes in, he is convicted by all and is judged by all. 25 The secrets of his heart will be revealed, and as a result he will fall facedown and worship God, proclaiming,"God is really among you."

				A Principle to Live By - Articulate Communication
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				#29 When speaking to one another and to God in services of instruction and worship, we should focus on clear and understandable communication. 

				Here again, Paul used the second person plural to address the Corinthians as a corporate body. Having established the priority of love over any spiritual gift, Paul established another priority. Rather than focusing on language gifts, they should focus on prophetic gifts—declaring God's will to people. Prophetic gifts edify and encourage all members of Christ's body with clear and understandable communication (vv. 3-13). The language gifts were a sign for unbelievers, whereas God gave the prophetic gifts first to edify believers, but also to bring the message of truth to unbelievers (vv. 22-25). 

				The Corinthians were so abusing this priority that unbelievers who visited their meetings might conclude they had lost their minds (v. 23). However, if unbelievers clearly understood God's message through the prophetic gifts, they would recognize God's presence among these believers (v. 25). Furthermore, believers would be edified and built up in their faith (vv. 3-4).  (See Nm #3:Well-Ordered Lives.)

				Reflection and Response

				In the early days of the church, why was it so necessary for God to speak directly through various members of Christ's body?  (See Ex #38:Gifts of the Holy Spirit.)

				

				

	

Order in Church Meetings

				26 What then is the conclusion, brothers? Whenever you come together, each one cr has a psalm, a teaching, a revelation, another language, or an interpretation. All things must be done for edification. 27 If any person speaks in another language, there should be only two, or at the most three, each in turn, and someone must interpret. 28 But if there is no interpreter, that person should keep silent in the church and speak to himself and to God. 29 Two or three prophets should speak, and the others should evaluate. 30 But if something has been revealed to another person sitting there, the first prophet should be silent. 31 For you can all prophesy one by one, so that everyone may learn and everyone may be encouraged. 32 And the prophets' spirits are under the control of the prophets, 33 since God is not a God of disorder but of peace.

				As in all the churches of the •saints,34 the women cs should be silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak, but should be submissive, as the law also says. 35 And if they want to learn something, they should ask their own husbands at home, for it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church meeting. 36 Did the word of God originate from you, or did it come to you only?

				37 If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, he should recognize that what I write to you is the Lord's command. 38 But if anyone ignores this, he will be ignored. ct 39 Therefore, my brothers, be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in other languages. 40 But everything must be done decently and in order.

				A Principle to Live By - Proper Body Function
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				#30 To produce spiritual maturity in our churches, we must create ways for the body of Christ to function in all of its parts—but always in productive and orderly ways. 

				Here Paul was still addressing their dysfunctional use of spiritual gifts, particularly the way they should have been using their language gifts and their prophetic gifts.

				Regarding Paul's instructions to women (vv. 34-36), he may have been addressing the same issue he referred to earlier (11:2-16). Some of these women evidently were using their true oneness in the body of Christ to ignore not only their husbands' God-ordained leadership roles but also the appointed leaders in the household of God. Obviously, Paul was not forbidding women to communicate at all when the church met since this would have contradicted what he had written earlier (11:4-5). Apparently, he was dealing with a specific issue in the Corinthian church related to using their prophetic gifts. Whatever they were doing was so inappropriate that Paul described it as"disgraceful."  (Review 1 Co #23 Interpreting Scripture Accurately.)

				Though Paul's instructions are definitely corrective in this section of his letter, there is a positive principle. God has designed the body of Christ to build itself up in love as every part does its work (Eph 4:16). When we design our overall structures for church meetings, we should consider how to encourage all believers to participate in an orderly way that does not violate God's plan for body function. 

				Reflection and Response

				How do the"one another" exhortations in the rest of the New Testament letters help us to participate in each other's spiritual growth?  (See Ac #39:Relationships with One Another.)

				

				

	

Resurrection Essential to the Gospel

				15 Now •brothers, I want to clarifycu for you the gospel I proclaimed to you; you received it and have taken your stand on it. 2 You are also saved by it, if you hold to the message I proclaimed to you — unless you believed for no purpose.cv3 For I passed on to you as most important what I also received:

				

				that Christ died for our sins

				according to the Scriptures,

				4 that He was buried,

				that He was raised on the third day

				according to the Scriptures,

				5 and that He appeared to •Cephas,

				then to the Twelve.

				6 Then He appeared to over 500 brothers at one time;

				most of them are still alive,

				but some have fallen •asleep.

				7 Then He appeared to James,

				then to all the apostles.

				8 Last of all, as to one abnormally born,cw

				He also appeared to me.

				

				9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by God's grace I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not ineffective. However, I worked more than any of them, yet not I, but God's grace that was with me. 11 Therefore, whether it is I or they, so we proclaim and so you have believed.

				

	

Resurrection Essential to the Faith

				12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say,"There is no resurrection of the dead"?13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; 14 and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation is without foundation, and so is your faith.cx15 In addition, we are found to be false witnesses about God, because we have testified about God that He raised up Christ — whom He did not raise up if in fact the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, Christ has not been raised. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. 18 Therefore, those who have fallen asleep in Christ have also perished. 19 If we have put our hope in Christ for this life only, we should be pitied more than anyone.

				

	

Christ's Resurrection Guarantees Ours

				20 But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the •firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead also comes through a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ, the firstfruits; afterward, at His coming, those who belong to Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to God the Father, when He abolishes all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He must reign until He puts all His enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy to be abolished is death. 27 For God has put everything under His feet.cy But when it says"everything" is put under Him, it is obvious that He who puts everything under Him is the exception. 28 And when everything is subject to Christ, then the Son Himself will also be subject to the One who subjected everything to Him, so that God may be all in all.

				

	

Resurrection Supported by Christian 
Experience

				29 Otherwise what will they do who are being baptized for the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, then why are people baptized for them? cz 30 Why are we in danger every hour? 31 I affirm by the pride in you that I have in Christ Jesus our Lord: I die every day! 32 If I fought wild animals in Ephesus with only human hope,da what good did that do me?db If the dead are not raised, Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.dc 33 Do not be deceived:"Bad company corrupts good morals." 34 Come to your sensesdd and stop sinning, for some people are ignorant about God. I say this to your shame.

				

	

The Nature of the Resurrection Body

				35 But someone will say,"How are the dead raised? What kind of body will they have when they come?" 36 Foolish one! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 And as for what you sow — you are not sowing the future body, but only a seed,de perhaps of wheat or another grain. 38 But God gives it a body as He wants, and to each of the seeds its own body. 39 Not all flesh is the same flesh; there is one flesh for humans, another for animals, another for birds, and another for fish. 40 There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is different from that of the earthly ones. 41 There is a splendor of the sun, another of the moon, and another of the stars; for one star differs from another star in splendor. 42 So it is with the resurrection of the dead:

				

				Sown in corruption, raised in incorruption;

				43 sown in dishonor, raised in glory;

				sown in weakness, raised in power;

				44 sown a natural body, raised a spiritual body.

				

				If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 So it is written: The first man Adam became a living being;df the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit. 46 However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, then the spiritual.

				

				47 The first man was from the earth

				and made of dust;

				the second man is dg from heaven.

				48 Like the man made of dust,

				so are those who are made of dust;

				like the heavenly man,

				so are those who are heavenly.

				49 And just as we have borne

				the image of the man made of dust,

				we will also bear

				the image of the heavenly man.

				

	

Victorious Resurrection

				50 Brothers, I tell you this: Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, and corruption cannot inherit incorruption. 51 Listen! I am telling you a •mystery:

				

				We will not all fall asleep,

				but we will all be changed,

				52 in a moment, in the blink of an eye,

				at the last trumpet.

				For the trumpet will sound,

				and the dead will be raised incorruptible,

				and we will be changed.

				53 For this corruptible must be clothed

				with incorruptibility,

				and this mortal must be clothed

				with immortality.

				54 When this corruptible is clothed

				with incorruptibility,

				and this mortal is clothed

				with immortality,

				then the saying that is written will take place:

				Death has been swallowed upin victory.dh

				55 Death, where is your victory?

				Death, where is your sting?di

				56 Now the sting of death is sin,

				and the power of sin is the law.

				57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory

				through our Lord Jesus Christ!

				

				58 Therefore, my dear brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the Lord's work, knowing that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.

				A Principle to Live By - Resurrected Bodies
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				#31 To have a complete understanding of our eternal hope, we must not only believe in Christ's death for our sins, but in His bodily resurrection. 

				Paul's focus was on the Savior's bodily resurrection and how this great truth relates to the future resurrection of all true believers. Many of the Corinthians likely believed in the immortality of the soul even before they heard about Jesus Christ. This was a prevalent ideology in the Greek and Roman world. However, this pagan belief involved a disembodied immortality, not a bodily resurrection. 

				Once again, the Corinthians had integrated their pagan belief system into their Christian belief system. Paul's point was that the two are incompatible. If there is no bodily resurrection, then Christ was not raised bodily. In turn, the hundreds who saw Him would have been hallucinating, including Paul himself (vv. 5-8). 

				Paul then explained how the bodily resurrection of Christ impacts our future hope. When the last trumpet sounds and Christ returns, those who are still alive and those who have died will receive new, glorified bodies, and we will be with the Lord forever. We are to"encourage one another with these words" of hope, especially when a fellow believer dies (1Th 4:18).  (See 1Th #9:Understanding Doctrinal Truths.)

				Reflection and Response

				In view of this glorious hope in Christ, how should all Christians live their lives? (Compare 1Co 15:58 with Ti 2:11-14.)

				

				

	

Collection for the Jerusalem Church

				16 Now about the collection for the •saints: You should do the same as I instructed the Galatian churches. 2 On the first day of the week,dj each of you is to set something aside and save in keeping with how he prospers, so that no collections will need to be made when I come.3 When I arrive, I will send with letters those you recommend to carry your gracious gift to Jerusalem.4 If it is suitable for me to go as well, they can travel with me.

				A Principle to Live By - Generous Giving
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				#32 As true followers of Jesus Christ, we should be generous with our material possessions, giving regularly, systematically, and proportionately.

				The Corinthians evidently asked another question in their own correspondence (cp. 7:1). Apparently they wanted to know how to prepare for Paul's visit when he would receive their offerings. They must have known he was devoting a lot of time on his third missionary journey to raising money for the needy believers in Jerusalem.  (See Rm #32:Material Obligations.)

				

				Though Paul was giving instructions regarding a specific project, what he shared here are 
general guidelines for giving that are reinforced and explained even more fully in other sections of Scripture:

				
						Christians should give primarily, but not exclusively, to support the needs of the saints or fellow believers (Gl 6:10).

						All believers ("each of you") should be involved in giving (1Co 16:2).

						Material gifts should be set aside regularly. Though Paul mentioned"the first day of the week," this varies from situation to situation depending on when we receive material benefits (v. 2).

						All Christians should give proportionately (as one"prospers"), based on their capacity to give (v. 2).

						Those who receive and distribute funds should be trustworthy and accountable (v. 3).  (See Ac #22:Reciprocal Generosity)

				

				Reflection and Response

				Why does the Bible say more about how we are to use our material possessions than any other subject except God Himself?

				

				

	

Paul's Travel Plans

				5 I will come to you after I pass through Macedonia — for I will be traveling through Macedonia — 6 and perhaps I will remain with you or even spend the winter, so that you may send me on my way wherever I go. 7 I don't want to see you now just in passing, for I hope to spend some time with you, if the Lord allows. 8 But I will stay in Ephesus until Pentecost, 9 because a wide door for effective ministry has opened for medk — yet many oppose me. 10 If Timothy comes, see that he has nothing to fear from you, because he is doing the Lord's work, just as I am. 11 Therefore, no one should look down on him. Send him on his way in peace so he can come to me, for I am expecting him with the brothers.dl

				12 About our brother Apollos: I strongly urged him to come to you with the brothers, but he was not at all willing to come now. However, he will come when he has an opportunity.

				

	

Final Exhortation

				13 Be alert, stand firm in the faith, act like a man, be strong. 14 Your every action must be done with love.

				15 •Brothers, you know the household of Stephanas: They are the •firstfruits of Achaia and have devoted themselves to serving the saints. I urge you 16 also to submit to such people, and to everyone who works and labors with them. 17 I am pleased to have Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus present, because these men have made up for your absence. 18 For they have refreshed my spirit and yours. Therefore recognize such people.

				

	

Conclusion

				19 The churches of •Asia greet you. Aquila and Priscilla greet you warmly in the Lord, along with the church that meets in their home. 20 All the brothers greet you. Greet one another with a holy kiss.

				21 This greeting is in my own hand — Paul. 22 If anyone does not love the Lord, a curse be on him. Marana tha that is, Lord, come!dm 23 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. 24 My love be with all of you in Christ Jesus.

				A Principle to Live By - Mutual Loyalty and Support
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				#33 Spiritual leaders should be supportive of their fellow servants, especially when they become vulnerable to criticism from immature Christians.

				Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus (v. 17) were Paul's main source of information regarding the serious problems in the Corinthian church. Though the church had sent a letter asking questions about marriage, singleness, and various worship practices, they probably didn't anticipate what these men would share about the divisions in the church, the immorality, the lawsuits, and the serious abuse of the Lord's Supper. As we've seen, Paul addressed all of these issues in a very direct fashion.

				Paul understood what these Christian brothers would face when they returned to Corinth. If certain people in the church had attacked him, Peter, and Apollos, they would surely do the same to Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus. Consequently, Paul paved the way by underscoring that the Corinthians'"every action must be done with love" (v. 14).  (See Heb #23:Following Godly Leaders.)

				Paul then defended the motives of these men by referring to their Christian character—in essence, their devotion to"serving the saints" (v. 15). The Corinthians should therefore"submit" to them, and also"to everyone who works and labors with them" (v. 16). Such people are the kind of Christian leaders who really care (1Th 5:12-13). If they weren't deeply concerned about the Corinthians, they would never have been so vulnerable—knowing that they were setting themselves up for rejection.

				Paul concluded this letter by reassuring them of his deep love. Though he had shared some very stern exhortations, he wanted them to know that tough love is often the true test of how much we really care for one another.

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can we follow Paul's example in encouraging our fellow spiritual leaders?  (See Php #8:Christlike Examples.)

				

				

				
					
						a1:14 Other mss omit God

					

					
						b1:14 Or I am thankful

					

					
						c1:19 Is 29:14

					

					
						d1:20 Or wise

					

					
						e1:23 Other mss read Greeks

					

					
						f1:26 Lit wise according to the flesh

					

					
						g1:29 Lit that not all flesh

					

					
						h1:31 Jr 9:24

					

					
						i2:1 Other mss read mystery

					

					
						j2:4 Other mss read human wisdom

					

					
						k2:9 Is 52:15; 64:4

					

					
						l2:11 Or things

					

					
						m2:11 Or things

					

					
						n2:13 Or things with spiritual words

					

					
						o2:14 Or unspiritual; lit natural

					

					
						p2:14 Or judged, or discerned

					

					
						q2:15 Or judge, or discern

					

					
						r2:15 Or judged, or discerned

					

					
						s2:16 Is 40:13

					

					
						t3:3 Other mss add and divisions

					

					
						u3:3 Lit and walking according to man

					

					
						v3:4 Other mss read are you not carnal

					

					
						w3:4 Lit not just human

					

					
						x3:9 Or are coworkers belonging to God

					

					
						y3:15 Lit yet so as through fire

					

					
						z3:19 Jb 5:13

					

					
						aa3:20 Ps 94:11

					

					
						ab4:3 Lit a human day

					

					
						ac5:1 Other mss read named

					

					
						ad5:7 Other mss add for us

					

					
						ae5:11 Or now I wrote

					

					
						af5:11 Lit anyone named a brother

					

					
						ag5:13 Dt 17:7

					

					
						ah6:4 Or life, appoint those (as a command)

					

					
						ai6:6-8 Lit brothers

					

					
						aj6:9 Lit adulterers, passive homosexual partners, active homosexual partners

					

					
						ak6:13 Lit both it and them

					

					
						al6:16 Gn 2:24

					

					
						am6:20 Other mss add and in your spirit, which belong to God.

					

					
						an7:1 Other mss add to me

					

					
						ao7:1 Lit not to touch

					

					
						ap7:2 Lit because of immoralities

					

					
						aq7:5 Other mss add fasting and to

					

					
						ar7:6 Lit say this ; some interpret the word as referring to v. 2, vv. 2-5, v. 5 (wholly or in part), or v. 6

					

					
						as7:10 Or separate from, or divorce

					

					
						at7:14 Lit the brother

					

					
						au7:15 Other mss read us

					

					
						av7:17 Lit called each

					

					
						aw7:20 Lit in the calling

					

					
						ax7:21 Or But even though you can become free, make the most of your position as a slave.

					

					
						ay7:28 Lit in the flesh

					

					
						az7:36 Or virgin, if his passions are strong,

					

					
						ba7:38 Or marries off

					

					
						bb7:38 Or marry her off

					

					
						bc7:39 Other mss add by law

					

					
						bd8:11 Or destroyed

					

					
						be9:5 Lit a sister as a wife

					

					
						bf9:9 Dt 25:4

					

					
						bg9:20 Other mss omit though I myself am not under law

					

					
						bh9:23 Lit partner of it

					

					
						bi10:6 Lit they desired

					

					
						bj10:7 Or to dance

					

					
						bk10:7 Ex 32:6

					

					
						bl10:8 Lit them committed sexual immorality

					

					
						bm10:9 Lit them tested

					

					
						bn10:10 Lit them complained

					

					
						bo10:10 Or the destroying angel

					

					
						bp10:18 Lit Look at Israel according to the flesh

					

					
						bq10:20 Other mss read Gentiles

					

					
						br10:23 Other mss add for me

					

					
						bs10:23 Other mss add for me

					

					
						bt10:26 Ps 24:1

					

					
						bu10:28 Other mss add "For the earth is the Lord's and all that is in it."

					

					
						bv11:2 Other mss add brothers,

					

					
						bw11:3 Or the husband is the head of the wife

					

					
						bx11:6 Lit a woman

					

					
						by11:15 Other mss omit to her

					

					
						bz11:16 Or no such

					

					
						ca11:24 Other mss add "Take, eat.

					

					
						cb11:24 Other mss add broken

					

					
						cc11:27 Lit be guilty of the body

					

					
						cd11:29 Other mss read drinks unworthily, not discerning the Lord's body

					

					
						ce12:1 Or concerning spiritual things, or spiritual gifts

					

					
						cf12:6 Lit God acts all things in all

					

					
						cg12:13 Or with, or in

					

					
						ch13:3 Other mss read body to be burned

					

					
						ci13:12 Or indirectly

					

					
						cj14:2 Or in spirit, or in his spirit

					

					
						ck14:10 Lit and none is without a sound

					

					
						cl14:11 Gk barbaros = in Eng a"barbarian". To a Gk, a barbaros was anyone who did not speak Gk.

					

					
						cm14:12 Lit zealous of spirits ; spirits = human spirits, spiritual powers, or the Holy Spirit

					

					
						cn14:16 Or praise by the Spirit

					

					
						co14:16 Lit the one filling the place of the uninformed

					

					
						cp14:21 Is 28:11-12

					

					
						cq14:22 Lit that languages are for a sign

					

					
						cr14:26 Other mss add of you

					

					
						cs14:34 Other mss read your women

					

					
						ct14:38 Other mss read he should be ignored

					

					
						cu15:1 Or I make known

					

					
						cv15:2 Or believed without careful thought, or believed in vain

					

					
						cw15:8 Or one whose birth was unusual, He

					

					
						cx15:14 Or proclamation is useless, and your faith also is useless, or proclamation is empty, and your faith also is empty

					

					
						cy15:27 Ps 8:6

					

					
						cz15:29 Other mss read for the dead

					

					
						da15:32 Lit Ephesus according to man

					

					
						db15:32 Lit what to me the profit?

					

					
						dc15:32 Is 22:13

					

					
						dd15:34 Lit Sober up righteously

					

					
						de15:37 Lit but a naked seed

					

					
						df15:45 Gn 2:7

					

					
						dg15:47 Other mss add the Lord

					

					
						dh15:54 Is 25:8

					

					
						di15:55 Hs 13:14

					

					
						dj16:2 Or Each Sunday

					

					
						dk16:9 Lit for a door has opened to me, great and effective

					

					
						dl16:11 With the brothers may connect with Paul or Timothy.

					

					
						dm16:22 Or Maran atha (an Aram expression transliterated into Gk) = Our Lord has come!
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				2 Corinthians

				Greeting

				1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by God's will, and Timothy oura brother:

				To God's church at Corinth, with all the •saints who are throughout Achaia.

				2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

				

		
	

The God of Comfort

				3 Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all comfort.4 He comforts us in all our affliction,b so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any kind of affliction, through the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 5 For as the sufferings of Christ overflow to us, so through Christ our comfort also overflows.6 If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation. If we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is experienced in your endurance of the same sufferings that we suffer.7 And our hope for you is firm, because we know that as you share in the sufferings, so you will share in the comfort.

				A Principle to Live By - A Perspective on Suffering

				[image: Getz1261.png]

				#1 With God's help, we should view our afflictions as opportunities to encourage and comfort others who are suffering.

				Following Paul's usual greeting (vv. 1-2), he then used the Greek words for"comfort" ten times, for"suffer" four times, and for"affliction" three times. Together, these three concepts provide a powerful profile for understanding Paul's theology regarding physical and emotional pain and how he applied it to difficult experiences in his own life.

				As we continue reading, we'll see the source of Paul's affliction and trouble. In this introductory paragraph, we discover that believers are one with Christ, enabling us to become one with each other. This means we can experience God's comfort when we face affliction, which in turn can enable us to comfort our fellow believers when they experience affliction.  (See Ex #19:Our Wilderness School.)

				Reflection and Response

				How have you been able to encourage others as a result of your own painful experiences?

				

				8 For we don't want you to be unaware, •brothers, of our affliction that took place in •Asia: we were completely overwhelmed — beyond our strength — so that we even despaired of life. 9 Indeed, we personally had a death sentence within ourselves, so that we would not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead. 10 He has delivered us from such a terrible death, and He will deliver us. We have put our hope in Him that He will deliver us again 11 while you join in helping us by your prayers. Then many will give thanks on our c behalf for the gift that came to us through the prayers of many.

				A Principle to Live By - Prayer and Protection
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				#2 When comforting others who are suffering, we should combine our concern with corporate prayer.

				Paul may have written 2 Corinthians after he left Ephesus. As a result of his three-year ministry in this great Asian city, many Jews and Gentiles turned from idolatry to serve the Lord Jesus Christ. Understandably, those who relied on idol making to earn a living were irate, and they incited persecution (Ac 19:23-28).

				If indeed Paul was reflecting on this experience, he let these Corinthian believers peer into his heart as he and his fellow missionaries faced that angry mob. They were"completely overwhelmed" and"despaired of life" (2Co 1:8). However, God delivered them from what they had perceived was going to be"a terrible death" (v. 10).

				Paul credited the power of corporate prayer for their deliverance (v. 11). Though God certainly honors personal prayers, He reveals His presence in a special way when"two or three are gathered together" (Mt 18:20). 

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways have the prayers of fellow believers helped you to endure various kinds of afflictions and suffering?

				

				

		
	

A Clear Conscience

				12 For this is our confidence: The testimony of our conscience is that we have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially toward you, with God-given sincerity and purity, not by fleshlyd wisdom but by God's grace. 13 Now we are writing nothing to you other than what you can read and also understand. I hope you will understand completely — 14 as you have partially understood us — that we are your reason for pride, as you are ours, in the day of our e Lord Jesus.

				

		
	

A Visit Postponed

				15 I planned with this confidence to come to you first, so you could have a double benefit, f 16 and to go on to Macedonia with your help, then come to you again from Macedonia and be given a start by you on my journey to Judea. 17 So when I planned this, was I irresponsible? Or what I plan, do I plan in a purely humang way so that I say"Yes, yes" and"No, no" simultaneously? 18 As God is faithful, our message to you is not"Yes and no." 19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us — by me and Silvanush and Timothy — did not become"Yes and no"; on the contrary, a final"Yes" has come in Him. 20 For every one of God's promises is"Yes" in Him. Therefore, the"•Amen" is also spoken through Him by us for God's glory. 21 Now it is God who strengthens us, with you, in Christ and has anointed us. 22 He has also sealed us and given us the Spirit as a down payment in our hearts.

				23 I call on God as a witness, on my life, that it was to spare you that I did not come to Corinth.24 I do not mean that we have control ofi your faith, but we are workers with you for your joy, because you stand by faith.  

				21 In fact, I made up my mind about this:j I would not come to you on another painful visit.k2 For if I cause you pain, then who will cheer me other than the one being hurt by me?l3 I wrote this very thing so that when I came I wouldn't have pain from those who ought to give me joy, because I am confident about all of you that my joy will also be yours. 4 For I wrote to you with many tears out of an extremely troubled and anguished heart — not that you should be hurt, but that you should know the abundant love I have for you.

				A Principle to Live By - Transparent Communication

				[image: Getz1263.png]

				#3 When our motives and actions are misunderstood, we should be open and honest with God, ourselves, and those who are confused or even critical.

				After Paul had written his first letter to the Corinthians and addressed serious divisions and other sins in the church, it appears he sailed from Ephesus to Corinth and confronted some other issues. In Paul's own words, it was a"painful visit" (2:1). We can only imagine the tension this face-to-face encounter generated. Since he did not want to leave the problem unresolved, he stated his intention to return.

				If this is a correct interpretation, Paul must have changed his mind (2:1). Concluding that another meeting would only cause more pain for everyone, he decided to address the issues in a follow-up letter—sometimes called the"lost letter." Even though Paul wrote"with many tears out of an extremely troubled and anguished heart" (2:4), he was once again misunderstood and rebuffed.

				As we'll see, this lost letter positively impacted the majority of the Corinthians. However, some false apostles came to Corinth and used this letter against Paul, accusing him of vacillation and even of being a coward and afraid to have another face-to-face confrontation. Predictably, they only reinforced the negative attitudes of those who already questioned Paul's credentials as an apostle.  (See 1Co #2: Divisive Behavior, p. 1567.)

				Paul took these accusations very personally. He explained in an open and non-defensive way why he had changed his mind: he had searched his own heart before God and could now write with a clear conscience (2Co 1:12).

				Reflection and Response

				Why is persecution from those who claim to be believers (such as the Corinthians) even more painful than rejection from unbelievers (such as the pagans in Ephesus)?

				

				

		
	

A Sinner Forgiven

				5 If anyone has caused pain, he has caused pain not so much to me but to some degree — not to exaggerate — to all of you. 6 The punishment inflicted by the majority is sufficient for that person. 7 As a result, you should instead forgive and comfort him. Otherwise, this one may be overwhelmed by excessive grief. 8 Therefore I urge you to reaffirm your love to him. 9 I wrote for this purpose: to test your character to see if you are obedient in everything. 10 If you forgive anyone, I do too. For what I have forgiven — if I have forgiven anything — it is for you in the presence of Christ. 11 I have done this so that we may not be taken advantage of by Satan. For we are not ignorant of his schemes.

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual Restoration
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				#4 When we confront sin in the life of a fellow Christian, our primary goal should always be repentance and restoration. 

				In this paragraph, we discover that the criticism toward Paul focused on one influential person. Though we're not told what this man had done, some believe he was a very immoral individual who led a rebellion against Paul. Regardless, we can assume this individual was forbidden to have fellowship with the other believers in Corinth.  (See 1Co #12:Church Discipline.)

				In this case, church discipline definitely resulted in a repentant heart and a broken spirit (2Co 7:8-13). Though this man had hurt the entire church in Corinth (2:5), Paul was quick to encourage forgiveness and restoration (vv. 6-7). And though the results caused Paul a lot of pain personally, he offered his forgiveness (v. 10).  (See Jos #16:Forgiveness and Freedom.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is forgiveness so important in a Christian's life?  (See Gn #68:Forgiveness.)

				 

				

				

		
	

A Trip to Macedonia

				12 When I came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, the Lord opened a door for me. 13 I had no rest in my spirit because I did not find my brother Titus, but I said good-bye to them and left for Macedonia.

				

		
	

A Ministry of Life or Death

				14 But thanks be to God, who always puts us on displaym in Christn and through us spreads the aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place. 15 For to God we are the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing. 16 To some we are an aroma of death leading to death, but to others, an aroma of life leading to life. And who is competent for this? 17 For we are not like the many o who market God's message for profit. On the contrary, we speak with sincerity in Christ, as from God and before God.

				A Principle to Live By - Concern and Anxiety
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				#5 As brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, we should expect periods of anxiety that relate to the impact of sin on our relationships. 

				When Paul penned the lost letter, he had two goals in mind. First, he wanted to avoid intense emotional pain for the Corinthians and himself (vv. 1-2). Second, he wanted to test their character—to see if they would choose to confront sinful behavior in the life of a brother (v. 9).

				Clearly, Paul was deeply concerned as to how the letter would be received. He had hoped to meet Titus in Troas to receive a report, but the meeting never took place, which created intense anxiety in Paul's heart (v. 13). However, after he once again traveled to Macedonia, he eventually connected with Titus and received a positive report, bringing Paul great comfort (7:5-8). 

				There was another matter that caused Paul's anxiety. He had heard that false apostles had come to Corinth and were undermining his apostolic authority, which was confusing the Corinthians theologically. He alluded to"the many who market God's message for profit" (2:17). He addressed this concern specifically later in this letter (11:1-15), but here he wanted them to know that he was not in the ministry to make money like the false apostles. He sincerely cared about their souls.  (See 1Co #20:Demonstrating Pure Motives.)

				Reflection and Response

				In view of Paul's intense emotional concerns in Troas, how do you suppose he would explain what he later wrote to the Philippians regarding how to handle anxiety? (See Php 4:6-7.)

				

				

		
	

Living Letters

				3 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, like some, letters of recommendation to you or from you? 2 You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, recognized and read by everyone.3 It is clear that you are Christ's letter, producedp by us, not written with ink but with the Spirit of the living God — not on stone tablets but on tablets that are hearts of flesh.

				

		
	

Paul's Competence

				4 We have this kind of confidence toward God through Christ. 5 It is not that we are competent inq ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our competence is from God. 6 He has made us competent to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter, but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit produces life.

				

		
	

New Covenant Ministry

				7 Now if the ministry of death, chiseled in letters on stones, came with glory, so that the Israelites were not able to look directly at Moses' face because of the glory from his face — a fading glory — 8 how will the ministry of the Spirit not be more glorious? 9 For if the ministry of condemnation had glory, the ministry of righteousness overflows with even more glory. 10 In fact, what had been glorious is not glorious now by comparison because of the glory that surpasses it. 11 For if what was fading away was glorious, what endures will be even more glorious.

				12 Therefore, having such a hope, we use great boldness. 13 We are not like Moses, who used to put a veil over his face so that the Israelites could not stare at the the end of what was fading away, 14 but their minds were closed.r For to this day, at the reading of the old covenant, the same veil remains; it is not lifted, because it is set aside only in Christ.  (See Ex #36:Reflecting God's Glory) 15 Even to this day, whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their hearts, 16 but whenever a person turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 We all, with unveiled faces, are looking as in a mirror at s the glory of the Lord and are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory; this is from the Lord who is the Spirit. t

				A Principle to Live By - Living Letters
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				#6 We are to evaluate our ministry effectiveness by the Christlike changes that take place in people's lives. 

				The false prophets who had come to Corinth had put Paul in a very difficult position. If he defended himself, they would accuse him of pride and self-commendation. If he did not, they would continue to destroy the church in Corinth. Paul had only one choice. What appears to be a digression in this letter is his subtle way of defending his apostolic ministry as well as protecting the church. 

				To begin his defense against false accusations, he compared his letter of recommendation with the"letters of recommendation" that were no doubt presented to the Corinthians by the false apostles (v. 1). The Corinthians themselves were his letter (v. 3). 

				Though many of the Corinthians were still living carnal lives, they were not what they used to be. They had changed and were still changing, leaving behind their former lifestyles as"immoral" and"greedy people, drunkards, verbally abusive people, or swindlers" (1Co 6:9-11). More and more, they were being transformed into the image of Jesus Christ (2Co 3:18; cp. Rm 12:1-2). This was God's doing, but it was also a true indication of Paul's ministry effectiveness (2Co 3:4-6).

				Reflection and Response

				Though verbal self-defense is sometimes necessary and appropriate, why is it so important to allow the Christlike changes in people's lives to verify our own godly character?

				

				

		
	

The Light of the Gospel

				4 Therefore, since we have this ministry because we were shown mercy, we do not give up. 2 Instead, we have renounced shameful secret things, not •walking in deceit or distorting God's message, but commending ourselves to every person's conscience in God's sight by an open display of the truth. 3 But if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case, the god of this age has blinded the minds of the unbelievers so they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ,u who is the image of God. 5 For we are not proclaiming ourselves but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your •slaves because of Jesus. 6 For God who said,"Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of God's glory in the face of Jesus Christ.  (Review 2 Co #18: Defeating Satan.)

				

		
	

Treasure in Clay Jars

				7 Now we have this treasure in clay jars, so that this extraordinary power may be from God and not from us. 8 We are pressured in every way but not crushed; we are perplexed but not in despair; 9 we are persecuted but not abandoned; we are struck down but not destroyed. 10 We always carry the death of Jesus in our body, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11 For we who live are always given over to death because of Jesus, so that Jesus' life may also be revealed in our mortal flesh. 12 So death works in us, but life in you. 13 And since we have the same spirit of faith in keeping with what is written, I believed, therefore I spoke,v we also believe, and therefore speak. 14 We know that the One who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and present us with you. 15 Indeed, everything is for your benefit, so that grace, extended through more and more people, may cause thanksgiving to increase to God's glory.

				16 Therefore we do not give up. Even though our outer person is being destroyed, our inner person is being renewed day by day. 17 For our momentary light afflictionw is producing for us an absolutely incomparable eternal weight of glory.18 So we do not focus on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

				A Principle to Live By - An Eternal Perspective
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				#7 No matter what our circumstances in this life, we are to focus on God's grace and eternal values. 

				Here we see Paul's commitment to do God's will when he twice wrote,"we do not give up" (vv. 1,16). There were two primary reasons for this determination. First, God had revealed His mercy and grace and called him to"this ministry" (v. 1). When he was persecuting Christians, even approving of their death, Jesus Christ revealed Himself to Paul on the Damascus road (Ac 9:1-9). This stunning act of mercy motivated him to be faithful to his calling until the day he was martyred for Christ (1Tm 1:12-17). 

				The second reason for Paul's determination was his eternal perspective on life beyond this life (2Co 4:16-18). Years later, facing death, he penned these final words to Timothy: 

				For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time for my departure is close. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. There is reserved for me in the future the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me, but to all those who have loved His appearing. (2Tm 4:6-8)  (See Ps #39:Victory through Christ.)

				The false apostles in Corinth were accusing Paul of abandoning the Corinthians by not coming to Corinth as he said he would. Furthermore, they may have accused him of giving up when he left Ephesus in the midst of intense persecution. In essence, they were questioning his relationship with God and his motivation for ministry. Paul chose to counter their evil attacks with a subtle but powerful defense that contrasted his own motivation and diligence with that of his opponents. In so doing, he was hoping to open the Corinthians' spiritual eyes to see that they were being led astray.

				Reflection and Response

				Though Paul's challenges were far greater than most of us will face, in what specific ways should his motivation and determination apply to the average Christian?

				

				

		
	

Our Future after Death

				5 For we know that if our temporary, earthly dwelling is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal dwelling in the heavens, not made with hands. 2 Indeed, we groan in this body, desiring to put on our dwelling from heaven, 3 since, when we are clothed, x we will not be found naked. 4 Indeed, we groan while we are in this tent, burdened as we are, because we do not want to be unclothed but clothed, so that mortality may be swallowed up by life. 5 And the One who prepared us for this very purpose is God, who gave us the Spirit as a down payment.

				6 So, we are always confident and know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. 7 For we •walk by faith, not by sight,8 and we are confident and satisfied to be out of the body and at home with the Lord.9 Therefore, whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to be pleasing to Him. 10 For we must all appear before the tribunal of Christ, so that each may be repaid for what he has done in the body, whether good or worthless.

				11 Therefore, because we know the •fear of the Lord, we seek to persuade people. We are completely open before God, and I hope we are completely open to your consciences as well. 12 We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to be proud of us, so that you may have a reply for those who take pride in the outward appearancey rather than in the heart. 13 For if we are out of our mind, it is for God; if we have a sound mind, it is for you. 14 For Christ's love compelsz us, since we have reached this conclusion: If One died for all, then all died. 15 And He died for all so that those who live should no longer live for themselves, but for the One who died for them and was raised.

				

		
	

The Ministry of Reconciliation

				16 From now on, then, we do not knowaa anyone in a purely human way.ab Even if we have knownac Christ in 
a purely human way,ad yet now we no longer knowae Him in this way. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away, and look, new things af have come. 18 Everything is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 That is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed the message of reconciliation to us. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, certain that God is appealing through us. We plead on Christ's behalf,"Be reconciled to God." 21 He made the One who did not know sin to be sinag for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

				A Principle to Live By - Modeling the Message

				[image: Getz1268.png]

				#8 To expose false religious leaders, we must first and foremost live authentic lives that demonstrate our faithfulness to Jesus Christ and His message.

				Paul continued to focus on"what is unseen" rather than"what is seen" (4:18). His opponents, Jewish leaders who claimed to believe that Jesus was the Messiah, still focused on what is seen, the old covenant: keeping the Mosaic law, being circumcised, and the earthly promises to Israel. 

				Based, then, on what Paul had already written about the new covenant versus the old (3:4-18), we can understand why he shared his personal story. He was outlining what he believed about the eternal compared with the earthly and explaining why he was willing to endure suffering as a true apostle. 

				Like Christ, Paul was willing to pay any price to proclaim the gospel. He didn't even fear death because he was sure he would be rewarded eternally in heaven (5:1). He wanted everyone to have this same hope. 

				Paul was also motivated by the fact that he and all true believers would someday"appear before the tribunal of Christ" (v. 10)—not to determine if we are saved, but to be evaluated for our faithfulness in serving Jesus Christ. Paul wanted to hear the Lord say,"Well done" (Lk 19:17).

				Any thinking person who heard this personal story could easily compare Paul's apostolic ministry with the words of those who accused him of focusing on his own earthly welfare. He modeled what he believed and taught. Anyone who traveled with Paul, such as Timothy and Titus, could verify that his story was true and authentic (1Th 2:7-12). Everywhere he went, he focused on an eternal perspective—that"old things have passed away, and look, new things have come" (2Co 5:17).  (See Rm #10:Our New Life in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is being an example so important in verifying what we teach and preach, and how does this relate in a special way to being a good parent?  (See 1Tm #10:Modeling Godliness.)

				

				6 Working togetherah with Him, we also appeal to you,"Don't receive God's grace in vain." 2 For He says:

				

				I heard you in an acceptable time,

				and I helped you in the day of salvation.ai

				

				Look, now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation.  (See Heb #6:Heart Evaluation.)

				

		
	

The Character of Paul's Ministry

				3 We give no opportunity for stumbling to anyone, so that the ministry will not be blamed. 4 But as God's ministers, we commend ourselves in everything:

				

				by great endurance, by afflictions,

				by hardship, by difficulties,

				5 by beatings, by imprisonments,

				by riots, by labors,

				by sleepless nights, by times of hunger,

				6 by purity, by knowledge,

				by patience, by kindness,

				by the Holy Spirit, by sincere love,

				7 by the message of truth,

				by the power of God;

				through weapons of righteousness

				on the right hand and the left,

				8 through glory and dishonor,

				through slander and good report;

				as deceivers yet true;

				9 as unknown yet recognized;

				as dying and look — we live;

				as being disciplined yet not killed;

				10 as grieving yet always rejoicing;

				as poor yet enriching many;

				as having nothing yet possessing everything.

				

				11 We have spoken openlyaj to you, Corinthians; our heart has been opened wide. 12 You are not limited by us, but you are limited by your own affections. 13 I speak as to my children. As a proper response, you should also be open to us.

				A Principle to Live By - A True Test
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				#9 To evaluate the depth of our commitment to Christ, we should consider the degree we are willing to endure discomfort as ambassadors for Christ.

				Paul's calling as an apostle to the Gentiles was unique and so was the degree of suffering he would endure. When the Lord directed Ananias to minister to Paul—then called Saul—following his dramatic conversion on the Damascus road, Ananias was hesitant because of Saul's reputation as a persecutor of Christians. However, the Lord reassured Ananias,

				Go! For this man is My chosen instrument to take My name to Gentiles, kings, and the Israelites. I will show him how much he must suffer for My name! (Ac 9:15-16)

				When Paul was criticized by false apostles and then rejected by his own converts, we can only imagine the inward pain that he felt. After all, he suffered immensely so that these people might"be reconciled to God" (2Co 5:20).

				Very few Christians—including full-time missionaries—are ever called by God to suffer like Paul. However, all who lead godly lives in Christ Jesus will at times endure various degrees of persecution (2Tm 3:12). When we do"suffer for righteousness," we have the opportunity to demonstrate to the world our love for our Savior (1Pt 3:14-15).  (See Jms #1:Persecution and Trials.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways have you suffered because of your commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ and His calling on your life to be a dedicated disciple?

				

				

		
	

Separation to God

				14 Do not be mismatched with unbelievers. For what partnership is there between righteousness and lawlessness? Or what fellowship does light have with darkness?15 What agreement does Christ have with Belial?ak Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement does God's sanctuary have with idols? For we al are the sanctuary of the living God, as God said:

				

				I will dwell among them

				and walk among them,

				and I will be their God,

				and they will be My people.am

				17 Therefore, come out from among them

				and be separate, says the Lord;

				do not touch any unclean thing,

				and I will welcome you.an

				18 I will be a Father to you,

				and you will be sons and daughters to Me,

				says the Lord Almighty.ao  (See Ezk #32:New Life in Christ.)

				

				7 Therefore, dear friends, since we have such promises, let us •cleanse ourselves from every impurity of the flesh and spirit, completing our •sanctificationap in the •fear of God.

				A Principle to Live By - Proper Relationships
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				#10 We should maintain spiritual fellowship with authentic spiritual leaders and avoid relationships with false prophets and deceptive teachers.

				Up to this point, Paul had been somewhat indirect in responding to the personal attacks of the false apostles. Here he became very specific in terms of how these so-called spiritual leaders were impacting the Corinthians. Even though these Judaizers claimed to believe in both Moses and the Messiah, in reality they were proclaiming"another Jesus" and"a different gospel" (11:4). 

				Understandably, Paul was deeply concerned that the Corinthian believers had been deceived and that their minds were being"seduced from a complete and pure devotion to Christ" (11:3). So he challenged the Corinthians to separate themselves from the false prophets. He also invited them to search their hearts to see if they were truly saved (6:1-2).

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways are some Christians today being deceived by false prophets and teachers?

				

				

		
	

Joy and Repentance

				2 Accept us.aq We have wronged no one, corrupted no one, defrauded no one. 3 I don't say this to condemn you, for I have already said that you are in our hearts, to live together and to die together. 4 I have great confidence in you; I have great pride in you. I am filled with encouragement; I am overcome with joy in all our afflictions.

				5 In fact, when we came into Macedonia, wear had no rest. Instead, we were troubled in every way: conflicts on the outside, fears inside. 6 But God, who comforts the humble, comforted us by the arrival of Titus, 7 and not only by his arrival, but also by the comfort he received from you. He told us about your deep longing, your sorrow,as and your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced even more. 8 For even if I grieved you with my letter, I do not regret it — even though I did regret it since I saw that the letter grieved you, yet only for a little while. 9 Now I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because your grief led to repentance. For you were grieved as God willed, so that you didn't experience any loss from us. 10 For godly grief produces a repentance not to be regretted and leading to salvation, but worldly grief produces death.  (See Mt #4: The Message of Repentance, p. 1286.)  11 For consider how much diligence this very thing — this grieving as God wills — has produced in you: what a desire to clear yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what deep longing, what zeal, what justice! In every way you showed yourselves to be pure in this matter. 12 So even though I wrote to you, it was not because of the one who did wrong, or because of the one who was wronged, but in order that your diligence for us might be made plain to you in the sight of God. 13 For this reason we have been comforted.

				In addition to our comfort, we rejoiced even more over the joy Titus had,at because his spirit was refreshed by all of you. 14 For if I have made any boast to him about you, I have not been embarrassed; but as I have spoken everything to you in truth, so our boasting to Titus has also turned out to be the truth. 15 And his affection toward you is even greater as he remembers the obedience of all of you, and how you received him with fear and trembling. 16 I rejoice that I have complete confidence in you.

				A Principle to Live By - Positive Feedback
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				#11 We should look for opportunities to give positive feedback to those who serve as our spiritual leaders. 

				Paul opened his heart to the Corinthians as never before. He loved these people deeply, even though he had felt it was necessary to address a very difficult issue in his lost letter. He had received an initial report that this letter had grieved them, adding to his own pain. However, Titus reported the full story, turning Paul's regrets into rejoicing. After their initial reactions when Paul had confronted the situation, they had repented. They had also responded to his letter and administered the necessary church discipline, which led to repentance on the part of the one who was living in sin. This positive feedback was indeed encouraging to Paul.  (Review 2 Co #4: Spiritual Restoration.)

				Today we often overlook the anxiety sincere spiritual leaders experience in serving as godly shepherds. Any form of rejection is always painful. Watching their sheep wander in the wilderness of sin literally keeps conscientious pastors awake at night. All spiritual leaders need encouragement and one of the most effective ways to do this is to offer positive feedback.  (See Pr #24:The Power of Words.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways can we offer positive feedback to our spiritual leaders today?

				

				

		
	

Appeal to Complete the Collection

				8 We want you to know, •brothers, about the grace of God granted to the churches of Macedonia:2 During a severe testing by affliction, their abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed into the wealth of their generosity.3 I testify that, on their own, according to their ability and beyond their ability, 4 they begged us insistently for the privilege of sharing in the ministry to the •saints, 5 and not just as we had hoped. Instead, they gave themselves especially to the Lord, then to us by God's will. 6 So we urged Titus that just as he had begun, so he should also complete this grace to you. 7 Now as you excel in everything — faith, speech, knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love for us au — excel also in this grace.

				A Principle to Live By - Models of Generosity
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				#12 All local communities of faith are to be models of generosity to other churches.

				Paul shifted his focus to one of his main concerns on his third missionary journey: gathering funds to help the poor in Jerusalem. He had already given the Corinthians instructions regarding this"collection for the saints" in his first letter (1Co 16:1-4). However, there was some question whether they would meet the commitment they had made nearly a year before (2Co 9:2-3). Though Paul was greatly encouraged by how they had dealt with the sin issue, he was disappointed by their failure to set aside money on a regular basis to help meet the material needs of those believing Jews, who were in fact the ones who had enabled Gentiles to hear the gospel.  (See Rm #32:Material Obligations.)

				To encourage the Corinthians to follow through, Paul used the Macedonian churches as a dynamic example. Though these believers had serious material needs themselves, they gave willingly and joyfully, even out of their"deep poverty" (2Co 8:2).  (See Mk #24:True Generosity.)

				Most importantly, these believers had first given themselves to the Lord (Rm 12:1-2). When that happens, it follows naturally that Christians will be generous with their material possessions. 

				Today, God is asking all churches to model generosity and to evaluate their own giving patterns in the light of other churches who are generous. 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it that Christians who have little of this world's goods are often willing to be more generous than Christians who have abundance?

				

				8 I am not saying this as a command. Rather, by means of the diligence of others, I am testing the genuineness of your love. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ: Though He was rich, for your sake He became poor, so that by His poverty you might become rich. 10 Now I am giving an opinion on this because it is profitable for you, who a year ago began not only to do something but also to desire it.av 11 But now finish the taskaw as well, that just as there was eagerness to desire it, so there may also be a completion from what you have. 12 For if the eagerness is there, it is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have. 13 It is not that there may be relief for others and hardship for you, but it is a question of equalityax — 14 at the present time your surplus is available for their need, so their abundance may also become available for our need, so there may be equality. 15 As it has been written:

				

				The person who gathered much

				did not have too much,

				and the person who gathered little

				did not have too little.ay

				A Principle to Live By - Motivated by Love
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				#13 Though we have an obligation to be generous, our primary motivation for giving should be our love for God and for one another.

				When Paul wrote to the Romans, he did not command them to present their bodies to the Lord as a living sacrifice. Rather, he encouraged them to respond to God's mercy and grace (Rm 12:1). It was to be an act of godly worship. In the same way, Paul did not command the Corinthians to be generous but appealed to them based on Christ's sacrificial gift for the sins of the world (2Co 8:9).  (See Rm #21:Christ-Centered Worship.)

				This may appear to be paradoxical. We are definitely indebted to God for the gift of eternal life. We owe Him our very lives. Furthermore, Paul made it clear that all Gentile believers were indebted to the Jewish believers in Jerusalem for bringing the gospel to the pagan world (Rm 15:25-27). However, what these Gentile believers gave was to be based primarily on appreciation, not obligation. When we love God and one another as we should, we can maintain this delicate balance.  (See Ex #37:Grace and Generosity.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does an understanding of God's grace enable us to give freely and cheerfully, even though we have an obligation?

				

				

		
	

Administration of the Collection

				16 Thanks be to God who put the same concern for you into the heart of Titus. 17 For he accepted our urging and, being very diligent, went out to you by his own choice. 18 We have sent with him the brother who is praised throughout the churches for his gospel ministry.az 19 And not only that, but he was also appointed by the churches to accompany us with this giftba that is being administered by us for the glory of the Lord Himself and to show our eagerness to help. 20 We are taking this precaution so no one can criticize us about this large sum administered by us. 21 For we are making provision for what is right, not only before the Lord but also before men. 22 We have also sent with them our brother. We have often tested him in many circumstances and found him to be diligent — and now even more diligent because of his great confidence in you. 23 As for Titus, he is my partner and coworker serving you; as for our brothers, they are the messengers of the churches, the glory of Christ. 24 Therefore, show them proof before the churches of your love and of our boasting about you.

				A Principle to Live By - Financial Integrity

				[image: Getz1274.png]

				#14 When receiving and distributing financial gifts, every local church and parachurch ministry should entrust this responsibility to several trustworthy individuals.

				Paul had asked Titus and two unnamed brothers to receive the Corinthians' financial gifts. Titus had already demonstrated his integrity, and the two brothers had been chosen by the Macedonian churches because of their honesty and faithful service. 

				Paul never handled funds by himself. He knew how easy it was to be accused of fraud. Today, too, no one spiritual leader should have sole responsibility for church finances. Mature, multiple appointees not only help avoid false accusations but create a system of mutual accountability. 

				Reflection and Response

				How did Paul apply this principle regarding financial integrity to the appointment of local church elders/overseers/deacons? (See Ti 1:7,10-11.)  (See 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity.)

				

				

		
	

Motivations for Giving

				9 Now concerning the ministry to the •saints, it is unnecessary for me to write to you. 2 For I know your eagerness, and I brag about you to the Macedonians:"Achaia has been prepared since last year," and your zeal has stirred up most of them.3 But I sent the brothers so our boasting about you in the matter would not prove empty, and so you would be prepared just as I said. 4 For if any Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we, not to mention you, would be embarrassed in that situation.bb5 Therefore I considered it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in advance the generous gift you promised, so that it will be ready as a gift and not as an extortion.

				A Principle to Live By - Financial Accountability
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				#15 All of us—individually and corporately—should have a system of accountability to help us maintain our financial commitments to God's work. 

				Paul took specific steps to make sure the Corinthians followed through on their financial commitments:

				
						He sent Titus to help them complete what they promised (8:6).

						He wrote a personal letter encouraging them to"finish the task" (8:10-11).

						He"sent the brothers" ahead of time to make sure they had collected the money before he arrived (9:3).

						He alerted them to his personal plans to arrive with some Macedonian Christians, so that they would be prepared and no one would be embarrassed (9:4).

				

				Like the Corinthians, we may respond enthusiastically when we hear about special needs. We may also determine we're going to become systematic, proportional givers. However, like the Corinthians, it's easy to forget our commitments and fail to follow through. Consequently, we too need a system of accountability.  (See 1Sm #2:Sincere Commitments.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some appropriate ways spiritual leaders in our churches today can help us be accountable?

				

				6 Remember this:bc The person who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the person who sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each person should do as he has decided in his heart — not reluctantly or out of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make every grace overflow to you, so that in every way, always having everything you need, you may excel in every good work. 9 As it is written:

				

				He scattered;

				He gave to the poor;

				His righteousness endures forever.bd

				

				10 Now the One who provides seed for the sower and bread for food will provide and multiply your seed and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way for all generosity, which produces thanksgiving to God through us. 12 For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing in many acts of thanksgiving to God. 13 They will glorify God for your obedience to the confession ofbe the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with others through the proof provided by this service. 14 And they will have deep affection forbf you in their prayers on your behalf because of the surpassing grace of God in you. 15 Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift.

				A Principle to Live By - Guidelines for Generosity
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				#16 To live in God's will, we are to follow biblical guidelines for using and sharing our material resources. 

				This brief section provides comprehensive guidelines for evaluating our commitment to generosity:

				
						God wants us to take a step of faith and trust Him to enable us to give based on our future income (v. 5a).

						God wants us to plan our giving so we can give with a positive attitude (v. 5b).

						God wants us to give material gifts generously so that He can bless us generously—often in non-material ways (v. 6).

						God wants each of us to be cheerful givers (v. 7).

						God desires to meet our material needs—not necessarily our wants—when we are generous givers (v. 8; see also Php 4:19).

						When we are generous, God will enable us to continue to be generous, even with what little we may have (2Co 9:11).

						When we are generous, we will cause other believers to praise and glorify God (v. 13).

						When we are generous, other Christians will respect and love us (v. 14).

						The primary motivating factor for being generous should be God's generosity toward us (v. 15). 

				

				Reflection and Response

				How are some of these biblical guidelines misinterpreted and even abused by Christian leaders today?

				

				

		
	

Paul's Apostolic Authority

				10 Now I, Paul, make a personal appeal to you by the gentleness and graciousness of Christ — I who am humble among you in person but bold toward you when absent. 2 I beg you that when I am present I will not need to be bold with the confidence by which I plan to challenge certain people who think we are behaving in an unspiritual way.bg 3 For though we live in the body,bh we do not wage war in an unspiritual way,bi 4 since the weapons of our warfare are not worldly,bj but are powerful through God for the demolition of strongholds. We demolish arguments 5 and every high-minded thing that is raised up against the knowledge of God, taking every thought captive to obey Christ. 6 And we are ready to punish any disobedience, once your obedience has been confirmed.  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				7 Look at what is obvious.bk If anyone is confident that he belongs to Christ, he should remind himself of this: Just as he belongs to Christ, so do we. 8 For if I boast some more about our authority, which the Lord gave for building you up and not for tearing you down, I am not ashamed. 9 I don't want to seem as though I am trying to terrify you with my letters. 10 For it is said,"His letters are weighty and powerful, but his physical presence is weak, and his public speaking is despicable." 11 Such a person should consider this: What we are in the words of our letters when absent, we will be in actions when present.

				12 For we don't dare classify or compare ourselves with some who commend themselves. But in measuring themselves by themselves and comparing themselves to themselves, they lack understanding. 13 We, however, will not boast beyond measure but according to the measure of the area of ministry that God has assigned to us, which reaches even to you. 14 For we are not overextending ourselves, as if we had not reached you, since we have come to you with the gospel of Christ. 15 We are not bragging beyond measure about other people's labors. But we have the hope that as your faith increases, our area of ministry will be greatly enlarged, 16 so that we may proclaim the good news to the regions beyond you, not boasting about what has already been done in someone else's area of ministry. 17 So the one who boasts must boast in the Lord.bl 18 For it is not the one commending himself who is approved, but the one the Lord commends.

				A Principle to Live By - Self-Defense

				[image: Getz1277.png]

				#17 When we are falsely accused, it is not wrong to defend ourselves, but when we do, we should always reflect the fruit of the Holy Spirit.

				Paul was under severe attack from"false apostles" (11:13). To accuse him of"behaving in an unspiritual way" was a direct affront on his spiritual integrity and contradicted his willingness to suffer for the gospel (10:2; cp. 4:8-10; 6:3-10; 11:22-28). To accuse him of writing"weighty and powerful" letters but being"weak" when he addressed the Corinthians face-to-face was blatantly false. Furthermore, to assert that"his 
public speaking is despicable" reflects malice and arrogance (10:10). 

				If we elect to defend ourselves against false accusations, we must remember, first of all, that we are in a different category than Paul. He had a special calling as apostle to the Gentiles, verified by signs, wonders, and miracles (12:12). His calling was also affirmed by the apostles in Jerusalem (Ac 15:23-29; Gal 2:9). 

				Second, if at all possible, we should allow others to defend us and to show that we have been falsely accused. Even Paul appealed to those who knew him well, such as Timothy and Titus.  (See 1Co #11:Self-Defense.)

				Third, we should always practice the"gentleness and graciousness of Christ" (2Co 10:1). Though Paul appears to be rather harsh in his defense to the Corinthians, we must remember he was attempting to save these believers from being destroyed by evil leaders who were posing as apostles.  (See Ti #4:Bold Confrontation.)

				Reflection and Response

				When being falsely accused, when may it be appropriate simply to allow the Lord to defend us?  (See Ps #7:Concern for Justice.)

				

				

		
	

Paul and the False Apostles

				11 I wish you would put up with a little foolishness from me. Yes, do put up with me.bm2 For I am jealous over you with a godly jealousy, because I have promised you in marriage to one husband — to present a pure virgin to Christ. 3 But I fear that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your minds may be seduced from a complete and pure bn devotion to Christ.4 For if a person comes and preaches another Jesus, whom we did not preach, or you receive a different spirit, which you had not received, or a different gospel, which you had not accepted, you put up with it splendidly!

				5 Now I consider myself in no way inferior to the"super-apostles." 6 Though untrained in public speaking, I am certainly not untrained in knowledge. Indeed, we have always made that clear to you in everything. 7 Or did I commit a sin by humbling myself so that you might be exalted, because I preached the gospel of God to you free of charge? 8 I robbed other churches by taking pay from them to minister to you. 9 When I was present with you and in need, I did not burden anyone, for the brothers who came from Macedonia supplied my needs. I have kept myself, and will keep myself, from burdening you in any way. 10 As the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting of mine will not be stoppedbo in the regions of Achaia. 11 Why? Because I don't love you? God knows I do!  (See 1Co #20: Demonstrating Pure Motives.)

				12 But I will continue to do what I am doing, in order to denybp the opportunity of those who want an opportunity to be regarded just as our equals in what they boast about. 13 For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder! For Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is no great thing if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their destinybq will be according to their works.

				A Principle to Live By - Defeating Satan

				[image: Getz1278.png]

				#18 We should be alert to Satan's continual evil efforts to destroy local churches and other Christian ministries.

				When addressing the devastating influence of the false apostles among the Corinthians, Paul directly associated their actions with the one Jesus called"the father of liars" (Jn 8:44). Just as Satan had"deceived Eve" (2Co 11:3; see also Gn 3:1-7), so these"false apostles" were"deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ" (2Co 11:13). Following Satan's evil strategy, who was disguised"as an angel of light," these wicked men pretended to be"servants of righteousness" (vv. 14-15).  (See Jos #18:Satanic Deception.)

				This is not the first time Paul warned them. When urging these believers to forgive the one who had committed a grievous sin, he informed them about Satan's intention to take advantage of people who will not forgive.  (Review 2Co #4: Spiritual Restoration.)

				Paul had also alluded to these false teachers when he pointed out that"the god of this age"—that is, Satan—"has blinded the minds of the unbelievers so they cannot see the light of the gospel" (4:4). Paul labeled his opponents as unbelievers and warned the Corinthians to avoid them (6:14-16). They were advocating"another Jesus,"a different spirit," and"a different gospel" from what Paul had proclaimed in Corinth (11:4).  (Review 2 Co #10: Proper Relationships.)

				Today, Satan's strategy has not changed:

				
						He attempts to destroy unity in the body of Christ by generating bitterness and unforgiveness 
(2:10-11).

						He seeks to blind the minds of unbelievers so they will not respond to the gospel (4:4).

						He seeks to corrupt the minds of true believers so they are not fully devoted to Jesus Christ (11:3).

				

				Reflection and Response

				How can we defeat Satan and keep him from being successful in carrying out his evil intentions?  (See Eph #15: Walking in God's Strength.)

				

				

		
	

Paul's Sufferings for Christ

				16 I repeat: No one should consider me a fool. But if you do, at least accept me as a fool, so I too may boast a little. 17 What I say in this matterbr of boasting, I don't speak as the Lord would, but foolishly. 18 Since many boast in an unspiritual way,bs I will also boast. 19 For you, being so wise, gladly put up with fools! 20 In fact, you put up with it if someone enslaves you, if someone devours you, if someone captures you, if someone dominates you, or if someone hits you in the face. 21 I say this to our shame: We have been weak.

				But in whatever anyone dares to boast — I am talking foolishly — I also dare:

				

				22 Are they Hebrews? So am I.

				Are they Israelites? So am I.

				Are they the •seed of Abraham? So am I.

				23 Are they servants of Christ?

				I'm talking like a madman — I'm a better one:

				with far more labors,

				many more imprisonments,

				far worse beatings, near deathbt many times.

				24 Five times I received 39 lashes from Jews.

				25 Three times I was beaten with rods by the Romans.

				Once I was stoned by my enemies.

				Three times I was shipwrecked.

				I have spent a night and a day

				in the open sea.

				26 On frequent journeys, I faced

				dangers from rivers,

				dangers from robbers,

				dangers from my own people,

				dangers from the Gentiles,

				dangers in the city,

				dangers in the open country,

				dangers on the sea,

				and dangers among false •brothers;

				27 labor and hardship,

				many sleepless nights, hunger and thirst,

				often without food, cold, and lacking clothing.

				

				28 Not to mentionbu other things, there is the daily pressure on me: my care for all the churches. 29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to •stumble, and I do not burn with indignation? 30 If boasting is necessary, I will boast about my weaknesses. 31 The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, who is praised forever, knows I am not lying. 32 In Damascus, the governor under King Aretas guarded the city of the Damascenes in order to arrest me, 33 so I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall and escaped his hands.

				A Principle to Live By - Servant-Leaders

				[image: Getz1279.png]

				#19 Shepherds of God's people must become servant-leaders, following the example of Jesus Christ. 

				In the Greco-Roman culture it was socially acceptable and even expected for citizens generally and soldiers particularly to outdo one another in boasting about their political and military achievements. 

				Ironically, Paul defended his apostleship by acknowledging that most Roman citizens would consider him a fool and a weak person for enduring so much suffering. Why go to prison or endure beatings, stoning, shipwrecks, threats on his life, and deprivation in order to make the gospel known? In an ironic allusion to the corona muralis—an award given a brave soldier for being the first to climb up the wall of a besieged city—Paul admitted he escaped from Damascus by being let down"through a window in the wall," which would be considered cowardly (vv. 32-33).

				In essence, Paul was saying that his boasting was based on his willingness to be a servant of Christ and others—the opposite of what was considered the basis for boasting in the Greco-Roman world. In a brilliant way, Paul inverted self-promotion, boasting instead in what would be classified as foolishness, weaknesses, and defects. In doing so, he identified with the suffering Savior (Is 53:3; Lk 23:11,35-37). 

				Reflection and Response

				How does Peter's leadership profile illustrate Paul's approach to defending himself against false criticism?  (See 1Pt #11:Demonstrating Humility.)

				

				

		
	

Sufficient Grace

				12 Boasting is necessary. It is not profitable, but I will move on to visions and revelations of the Lord. 2 I know a man in Christ who was caught up into the third heaven 14 years ago. Whether he was in the body or out of the body, I don't know, God knows. 3 I know that this man — whether in the body or out of the body I don't know, God knows — 4 was caught up into paradise. He heard inexpressible words, which a man is not allowed to speak. 5 I will boast about this person, but not about myself, except of my weaknesses. 6 For if I want to boast, I will not be a fool, because I will be telling the truth. But I will spare you, so that no one can credit me with something beyond what he sees in me or hears from me, 7 especially because of the extraordinary revelations. Therefore, so that I would not exalt myself, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messengerbv of Satan to torment me so I would not exalt myself. 8 Concerning this, I pleaded with the Lord three times to take it away from me. 9 But He said to me,"My grace is sufficient for you, for powerbw is perfected in weakness." Therefore, I will most gladly boast all the more about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may reside in me. 10 So I take pleasure in weaknesses, insults, catastrophes, persecutions, and in pressures, because of Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

				A Principle to Live By - Encounters with God

				[image: Getz1280.png]

				#20 Believers are to be cautious about anyone's claims to have received direct messages in God's holy presence. 

				We're not told what Paul's"thorn in the flesh" (v. 7) was. It may have been physical, psychological, spiritual, or a combination of all three. Furthermore, the"messenger of Satan" (v. 7) is not explained, although God was certainly in control of what was happening in Paul's life. However, several things are clear: 

				
						Among his revelations and visions, this was the most intense and overwhelming for Paul. What he heard was so awesome he could not repeat the words (v. 4). 

						What Paul experienced in God's presence was so extraordinary that in his humanness he could not avoid becoming prideful apart from having"a thorn in the flesh" (v. 7).

						Paul asked God three times to remove this thorn. God said,"No," but reassured His servant that His grace would be sufficient and Paul's very weakness would become a strength (vv. 8-10). 

				

				Paul shared this experience to expose the false apostles who evidently claimed to have had extraordinary spiritual experiences. His primary goal was to protect the Corinthians from being deceived and to build them up in Christ (v. 19; Eph 4:16). If the Corinthians were listening and thinking at all, they would quickly compare Paul's humble and sacrificial attitudes and actions with those of these arrogant and self-serving men.

				Today there are so-called Christian leaders who claim to have the same kind of experiences as Paul and to have received direct messages for God's people. Is it not a legitimate question to ask what thorn God has given them to keep them humble?

				Reflection and Response

				How does God's promise to Paul regarding His grace being sufficient apply to all Christians who face difficult experiences?  (See Heb #8:Our Great High Priest.)

				

				

		
	

Signs of an Apostle

				11 I have become a fool; you forced it on me. I should have been endorsed by you, since I am not in any way inferior to the"super-apostles," even though I am nothing. 12 The signs of an apostle were performed with great endurance among you — not only signs but also wonders and miracles. 13 So in what way were you treated worse than the other churches, except that I personally did not burden you? Forgive me this wrong!  (See Ac #6:Honoring God.)

				

		
	

Paul's Concern for the Corinthians

				14 Now I am ready to come to you this third time. I will not burden you, for I am not seeking what is yours, but you. For children are not obligated to save up for their parents, but parents for their children. 15 I will most gladly spend and be spent for you.bx If I love you more, am I to be loved less? 16 Now granted, I have not burdened you; yet sly as I am, I took you in by deceit! 17 Did I take advantage of you by anyone I sent you? 18 I urged Titus to come, and I sent the brother with him. Did Titus take advantage of you? Didn't we •walk in the same spirit and in the same footsteps?

				19 You have thought all along that we were defending ourselves to you.by No, in the sight of God we are speaking in Christ, and everything, dear friends, is for building you up.20 For I fear that perhaps when I come I will not find you to be what I want, and I may not be found by you to be what you want;bz there may be quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambitions, slander, gossip, arrogance, and disorder.21 I fear that when I come my God will againca humiliate me in your presence, and I will grieve for many who sinned before and have not repented of the moral impurity, sexual immorality, and promiscuity they practiced.

				

		
	

Final Warnings and Exhortations

				13 This is the third time I am coming to you.Every fact must be established by the testimonycbof two or three witnesses.cc2 I gave a warning when I was present the second time, and now I give a warning while I am absent to those who sinned before and to all the rest: If I come again, I will not be lenient, 3 since you seek proof of Christ speaking in me. He is not weak toward you, but powerful among you. 4 In fact, He was crucified in weakness, but He lives by God's power. For we also are weak in Him, yet toward you we will live with Him by God's power.

				5 Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith. Examine yourselves. Or do you yourselves not recognize that Jesus Christ is in you? — unless you fail the test.cd 6 And I hope you will recognize that we do not fail the test. 7 Now we pray to God that you do nothing wrong — not that we may appear to pass the test, but that you may do what is right, even though we may appear to fail. 8 For we are not able to do anything against the truth, but only for the truth. 9 In fact, we rejoice when we are weak and you are strong. We also pray that you become fully mature.ce10 This is why I am writing these things while absent, that when I am there I will not use severity, in keeping with the authority the Lord gave me for building up and not for tearing down.

				11 Finally, •brothers, rejoice. Become mature, be encouraged, be of the same mind, be at peace, and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the •saints greet you.

				13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. cf 

				A Principle to Live By - A Pastoral Passion
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				#21 All spiritual leaders in God's churches should have one major goal—to help all believers become mature in Jesus Christ. 

				Paul had one major purpose in writing this letter: to help the Corinthian Christians mature spiritually. If they did not accept his authority as coming from the Lord Jesus Christ, it would be virtually impossible to accomplish this goal. This is the reason he also had to defend his apostleship. 

				In conclusion, Paul once again shared his deepest concerns. He feared that when he visited he would have to deal with serious sins (12:21). At the same time, he was still fearful of rejection. Though he was very grateful they had dealt with a certain major problem, he was still concerned about the moral issues in the church generally. He did not want to resort to using his God-bestowed apostolic spiritual powers to deal with their sins in a severe way (12:12; 13:9b-10). 

				Embedded in Paul's benediction (13:13) is the key to a mature church, which he had defined as faith, hope, and love in 1 Corinthians 13:13: 

				
						They would need to experience the"grace of the Lord Jesus Christ"—the very grace that enabled him to endure His own thorn in the flesh. 

						They would need to experience God's love—the very reason they have experienced God's saving and sustaining grace.

						They would need to experience the unifying power of the indwelling Holy Spirit—the very One who desires to reflect His fruit in all of their relationships.

				

				Reflection and Response

				Even though we do not have Paul's miraculous apostolic gifts, how can we help believers mature in Jesus Christ?  (See Ac #5:Three Vital Experiences.)

				

				

				
					
						a1:1 Lit the

					

					
						b1:4 Or trouble, or tribulation, or trials, or oppression ; the Gk word has a lit meaning of being under pressure.

					

					
						c1:11 Other mss read your

					

					
						d1:12 The word fleshly (characterized by flesh) indicates that the wisdom is natural rather than spiritual.

					

					
						e1:14 Other mss omit our

					

					
						f1:15 Other mss read a second joy

					

					
						g1:17 Or a worldly, or a fleshly, or a selfish

					

					
						h1:19 Or Silas ; Ac 15:22-32; 16:19-40; 17:1-16

					

					
						i1:24 Or we lord it over, or we rule over

					

					
						j2:1 Lit I decided this for myself

					

					
						k2:1 Lit not again in sorrow to come to you

					

					
						l2:2 Lit the one pained

					

					
						m2:14 Or always leads us in a triumphal procession, or always causes us to triumph

					

					
						n2:14 Lit in the Christ, or in the Messiah ; 1Co 15:22; Eph 1:10,12,20; 3:11

					

					
						o2:17 Other mss read the rest

					

					
						p3:3 Lit ministered to

					

					
						q3:5 Lit from

					

					
						r3:14 Lit their thoughts were hardened

					

					
						s3:18 Or are reflecting

					

					
						t3:18 Or from the Spirit of the Lord, or from the Lord, the Spirit

					

					
						u4:4 Or the gospel of the glorious Christ, or the glorious gospel of Christ

					

					
						v4:13 Ps 116:10 LXX

					

					
						w4:17 See note at 2Co 1:4.

					

					
						x5:3 Other mss read stripped

					

					
						y5:12 Lit in face

					

					
						z5:14 Or For the love of Christ impels, or For the love of Christ controls

					

					
						aa5:16 Or regard

					

					
						ab5:16 Lit anyone according to the flesh

					

					
						ac5:16 Or have regarded

					

					
						ad5:16 Lit Christ according to the flesh

					

					
						ae5:16 Or regard

					

					
						af5:17 Other mss read look, all new things

					

					
						ag5:21 Or be a sin offering

					

					
						ah6:1 Or As we work together

					

					
						ai6:2 Is 49:8

					

					
						aj6:11 Lit Our mouths have been open

					

					
						ak6:15 Or Beliar, a name for the Devil or antichrist in extrabiblical Jewish writings

					

					
						al6:16 Other mss read you

					

					
						am6:16 Lv 26:12; Jr 31:33; 32:38; Ezk 37:26

					

					
						an6:17 Is 52:11

					

					
						ao6:18 2Sm 7:14; Is 43:6; 49:22; 60:4; Hs 1:10

					

					
						ap7:1 Or spirit, perfecting holiness

					

					
						aq7:2 Lit Make room for us

					

					
						ar7:5 Lit our flesh

					

					
						as7:7 Or lamentation, or mourning

					

					
						at7:13 Lit the joy of Titus

					

					
						au8:7 Other mss read in our love for you

					

					
						av8:10 Lit to will

					

					
						aw8:11 Lit finish the doing

					

					
						ax8:13 Lit but from equality

					

					
						ay8:15 Ex 16:18

					

					
						az8:18 Lit churches, in the gospel

					

					
						ba8:19 Or grace

					

					
						bb9:4 Or in this confidence

					

					
						bc9:6 Lit And this

					

					
						bd9:9 Ps 112:9

					

					
						be9:13 Or your obedient confession to

					

					
						bf9:14 Or will long for

					

					
						bg10:2 Or are living as a non-Christian ; lit are walking according to flesh

					

					
						bh10:3 Lit flesh

					

					
						bi10:3 Lit war according to flesh

					

					
						bj10:4 Lit fleshly

					

					
						bk10:7 Or You are looking at things outwardly

					

					
						bl10:17 Jr 9:24

					

					
						bm11:1 Or Yes, you are putting up with me

					

					
						bn11:3 Other mss omit and pure

					

					
						bo11:10 Or silenced

					

					
						bp11:12 Lit cut off

					

					
						bq11:15 Lit end

					

					
						br11:17 Or business, or confidence

					

					
						bs11:18 Lit boast according to the flesh

					

					
						bt11:23 Lit and in deaths

					

					
						bu11:28 Lit Apart from

					

					
						bv12:7 Or me, an angel

					

					
						bw12:9 Other mss read My power

					

					
						bx12:15 Lit for your souls, or for your lives

					

					
						by12:19 Or Have you thought . . . to you?

					

					
						bz12:20 Lit be as you want

					

					
						ca12:21 Or come again my God will

					

					
						cb13:1 Lit mouth

					

					
						cc13:1 Dt 17:6; 19:15

					

					
						cd13:5 Or you are disqualified, or you are counterfeit

					

					
						ce13:9 Or become complete, or be restored

					

					
						cf13:12-13 Some translations divide these 2 vv. into 3 vv. so that v. 13 begins with All the saints . . . and v. 14 begins with The grace of . . .

					

				

			

		
	

				Galatians

				Author: Paul

				Date of writing: a.d. 49

				

			

Introduction

				Chronologically, this may be the first of Paul's letters, probably written before the Jerusalem Council of Acts 15. Some believe it was written to the ethnic Celts in the northern part of the Roman province of Galatia in Asia Minor. Others have concluded Paul wrote his letter to the churches he and Barnabas established among the various ethnic groups in the southern part of the province on the first missionary journey: Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe. Either way, Paul wrote to stop them from straying from the essential gospel. 

				Galatians teaches us principles of basic Christian faith

				

				

				Paul was countering"Judaizers"—Jews who had converted to Christianity, had promoted themselves to leadership positions, and were teaching that, in addition to faith in Christ, Gentiles basically had to become Jewish proselytes in order to be saved. But Paul insisted that circumcision and dietary laws are not necessary for salvation. He pointed out that Abraham, the father of all Jews, was pronounced righteous by faith many years before circumcision or the law of Moses even existed. Salvation is a free gift from God through faith; any attempt to earn salvation by works actually nullifies grace and therefore makes salvation impossible. 

				Galatians teaches us principles of God's free gift of salvation

				

				

				Peter had learned from a vision that God does not show favoritism but accepts any who come to Him in faith. However, when Peter was visiting Antioch, he gave in to pressure from the Judaizers and declined to eat with Gentiles. The young Christians there were confused by Peter's example. Though Peter was an eyewitness of Jesus' ministry and had been an apostle far longer than Paul had, Paul confronted him and pointed out his hypocrisy. 

				Galatians teaches us principles of integrity and accountability

				

				

				When someone accepts the gift of salvation through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, that person also receives the Holy Spirit. The Spirit in our hearts confirms our adoption as God's children, as heirs of Christ. Wise Christians continue to walk by the Spirit through the ongoing work of sanctification. Following the Spirit leads to Christian maturity, where we display the fruit of the Spirit in our relationships with one another. 

				Galatians teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in Galatians

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-9

							
								
								#1: God's Free Gift

							
								
								When presenting the gospel message, we must make sure we clearly explain that salvation is God's free gift.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:10–2:10

							
								
								#2: Messages from God

							
								
								If we think God has spoken to us directly, we must always verify our experiences by consulting the Scriptures and other mature Christian leaders.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								2:11-16

							
								
								#3: Doctrinal 
Compromise

							
								
								Even prominent and sincere Christian leaders must be on guard against compromising the message of salvation because of social pressure.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:17–3:9

							
								
								#4: The Abrahamic Covenant

							
								
								To communicate the gospel comprehensively, we must understand God's unconditional promise to Abraham.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								3:10-26

							
								
								#5: Justification by Faith

							
								
								When explaining that salvation is a free gift, we must also clarify that this gift can only be received by faith in Jesus Christ

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								3:27–4:7

							
								
								#6: Unity in Christ

							
								
								Regardless of our ethnic background, cultural upbringing, or gender, when we are saved we are to function as one unified family in Christ.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								4:8-20

							
								
								#7: A Pastoral Passion

							
								
								To minister to people effectively, we must develop pastoral hearts.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								4:21-31

							
								
								#8: Bible Interpretation

							
								
								We are free to illustrate biblical truths from scriptural incidents that do not teach these truths directly, but we should do so cautiously and sparingly.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								5:1-15

							
								
								#9: Freedom to Serve

							
								
								To be set free from the bondage of sin, we must become servants of God and one another.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								5:16-26

							
								
								#10: Life in the Spirit

							
								
								To experience true freedom in our relationships with one another, we must reflect the fruit of the Spirit.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								6:1-10

							
								
								#11: The Process of Restoration

							
								
								As we live by the Spirit, we are to help our fellow Christians who are in bondage to works of the flesh to experience true freedom in Christ.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								6:11-18

							
								
								#12: Pure Motives in Ministry

							
								
								To counter false teaching in the church, we must keep our motives pure.
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				Galatians

				Greeting

				1 Paul, an apostle — not from men or by man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised Him from the dead — 2 and all the •brothers who are with me:

				To the churches of Galatia.

				3 Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord a Jesus Christ, 4 who gave Himself for our sins to rescue us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father. 5 To whom be the glory forever and ever. •Amen.

				

	

No Other Gospel

				6 I am amazed that you are so quickly turning away from Him who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel — 7 not that there is another gospel, but there are some who are troubling you and want to change the good newsb about the •Messiah. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel other than what we have preached to you, a curse be on him!c9 As we have said before, I now say again: If anyone preaches to you a gospel contrary to what you received, a curse be on him!

				A Principle to Live By - God's Free Gift

				[image: Getz1282.png]

				#1 When presenting the gospel message, we must make sure we clearly explain that salvation is God's 
free gift.

				There were influential Jewish communities in the cities of Galatia (Ac 13:14-15; 14:1). The Jewish leaders and some Gentiles who rejected the gospel message precipitated serious persecution against Paul and Barnabas, so much so they had to move from city to city (Ac 13:50; 14:5-6,19-20). Luke recorded,

				After they had evangelized [Derbe] and made many disciples, they returned to Lystra, to Iconium, and to Antioch, strengthening the disciples by encouraging them to continue in the faith and by telling them,"It is necessary to pass through many troubles on our way into the kingdom of God." 

					When they had appointed elders in every church and prayed with fasting, they committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed. (Ac 14:21-23)  (See Ac #27:Qualified Spiritual Leaders.)

				When Paul and Barnabas returned to their home base church in Antioch in Syria, they evidently received word that there were false teachers in these Galatian cities who were distorting the pure gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Rather than offering salvation as a free gift of God's grace through faith in Jesus Christ, they were teaching that it was necessary to obey the law of Moses. Paul was very disturbed by this report. He and Barnabas had devoted at least three years to establishing these churches, enduring intense persecution. These false teachers were attempting to destroy their work and the witness of the believers in these pagan communities. Consequently, just as Paul wrote to Titus in Crete"to silence them" since they were destroying"whole households" (Ti 1:10-11), he believed it was necessary to write to the Galatians in order to confront false teachers there.  (See Ti #4:Bold Confrontation.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul explain the message of salvation?  (See Eph #4:God's Gift.)

				

				10 For am I now trying to win the favor of people, or God? Or am I striving to please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a •slave of Christ.

				

	

Paul Defends His Apostleship

				11 Now I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel preached by me is not based on human thought.d12 For I did not receive it from a human source and I was not taught it, but it came by a revelation from Jesus Christ.

				13 For you have heard about my former way of life in Judaism: I persecuted God's church to an extreme degree and tried to destroy it. 14 I advanced in Judaism beyond many contemporaries among my people, because I was extremely zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. 15 But when God, who from my birth set me apart and called me by His grace, was pleased 16 to reveal His Son in me, so that I could preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with anyone.e 17 I did not go up to Jerusalem to those who had become apostles before me; instead I went to Arabia and came back to Damascus.

				18 Then after three years I did go up to Jerusalem to get to know •Cephas, f and I stayed with him 15 days. 19 But I didn't see any of the other apostles except James, the Lord's brother. 20 Now I am not lying in what I write to you. God is my witness.g

				21 Afterward, I went to the regions of Syria and Cilicia. 22 I remained personally unknown to the Judean churches in Christ; 23 they simply kept hearing:"He who formerly persecuted us now preaches the faith he once tried to destroy." 24 And they glorified God because of me.

				

	

Paul Defends His Gospel at Jerusalem

				2 Then after 14 years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along also. 2 I went up according to a revelation and presented to them the gospel I preach among the Gentiles — but privately to those recognized as leaders — so that I might not be running, or have run the race, in vain. 3 But not even Titus who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised. 4 This issue arose because of false brothers smuggled in, who came in secretly to spy on the freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, in order to enslave us. 5 But we did not give up and submit to these people for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would be preserved for you.

				6 Now from those recognized as important (what they really were makes no difference to me; God does not show favoritismh) — they added nothing to me. 7 On the contrary, they saw that I had been entrusted with the gospel for the uncircumcised, just as Peter was for the circumcised, 8 since the One at work in Peter for an apostleship to the circumcised was also at work in me for the Gentiles. 9 When James,•Cephas, and John, recognized as pillars, acknowledged the grace that had been given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to me and Barnabas, agreeing that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. 10 They asked only that we would remember the poor, which I made every effort to do.

				A Principle to Live By - Messages from God
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				#2 If we think God has spoken to us directly, we must always verify our experiences by consulting the Scriptures and other mature Christian leaders. 

				Both Paul's conversion and his call to the ministry were unique. When he became a believer on the Damascus road, he encountered the risen and ascended Christ and heard His voice (Ac 9:3-5). A short time later, his calling to be an apostle to the Gentiles was affirmed by a direct revelation from God through Ananias (Ac 9:10-15).  (See Ac #17:God's Mercy and Grace.)

				Paul later subjected his theological understanding to evaluations by James, Peter (Cephas), and John. Though he was convinced his revelation came directly from the Lord Jesus Christ, he knew he needed apostolic affirmation. The leaders in Jerusalem verified Paul's doctrine and calling.

				Throughout church history and even today, there are individuals who have claimed to have personal encounters with God, even receiving direct messages. Some reference Paul's experiences to justify their own. Sadly, this kind of biblical interpretation combined with subjective experiences have led to religious cults and serious doctrinal errors within the broad Christian community. If the apostle Paul—who received truth directly from God—needed affirmation from those who were taught directly by the Lord Jesus Christ, how much more should all believers be very cautious in interpreting subjective experiences as being directly from the Lord.  (See 2Co #20:Encounters with God.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to seek advice from other mature Christians regarding both our interpretation of Scripture and our subjective experiences?

				

				

	

Freedom from the Law

				11 But when Cephas i came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face because he stood condemned.j12 For he regularly ate with the Gentiles before certain men came from James. However, when they came, he withdrew and separated himself, because he feared those from the circumcision party. 13 Then the rest of the Jews joined his hypocrisy, so that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that they were deviating from the truth of the gospel, I told Cephas k in front of everyone,"If you, who are a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you compel Gentiles to live like Jews?"

				15 We who are Jews by birth and not"Gentile sinners" 16 know that no one is •justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ.l And we have believed in Christ Jesus so that we might be justified by faith in Christm and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no human being willn be justified.  (See Rm #7: God's Free Gift.)

				A Principle to Live By - Doctrinal Compromise
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				#3 Even prominent and sincere Christian leaders must be on guard against compromising the message of salvation because of social pressure.

				Jesus chose Peter (Cephas) to be the primary leader of the apostles and to preach the first sermon when the church was born in Jerusalem (Mt 16:18; Ac 2:14-42). Yet, for at least five years, he still believed that the gospel was only for Jews. But following his rooftop vision and his encounter with the Gentile Cornelius, he understood for the first time that"God doesn't show favoritism" and that"the good news of peace through Jesus Christ" was for all people (Ac 10:34-36).  (See Ac #19:The Sin of Prejudice.)

				When Peter came to Antioch, he ate with Gentiles. However, when"certain men" came from Jerusalem who taught that Gentile believers must be circumcised and maintain Old Testament dietary laws in order to be accepted by God, in his humanness Peter withdrew from the Gentile believers. It was then Paul confronted Peter, accusing him of sending a false message to everyone regarding salvation by grace through faith and faith alone (Gl 2:16).

				Reflection and Response

				Why did Paul consider Peter's behavior in Antioch so serious and worthy of such a strong rebuke? 

				

				17 But if we ourselves are also found to be"sinners" while seeking to be justified by Christ, is Christ then a promotero of sin? Absolutely not! 18 If I rebuild the systemp I tore down, I show myself to be a lawbreaker. 19 For through the law I have died to the law, so that I might live for God. I have been crucified with Christ q 20 and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body,r I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 21 I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died for nothing.  (See Rm #10:Our New Life in Christ.)

				

	

Justification through Faith

				3 You foolish Galatians! Who has hypnotized you, s before whose eyes Jesus Christ was vividly portrayed t as crucified?2 I only want to learn this from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law or by hearing with faith?u 3 Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now going to be made complete by the flesh? 4 Did you suffer so much for nothing — if in fact it was for nothing? 5 So then, does God supply you with the Spirit and work miracles among you by the works of the law or by hearing with faith?v

				6 Just as Abraham believed God,and it was credited to him for righteousness,w7 then understand that those who have faith are Abraham's sons.8 Now the Scripture saw in advance that God would •justify the Gentiles by faith and told the good news ahead of time to Abraham, saying, All the nations will be blessed through you.x9 So those who have faith are blessed with Abraham, who had faith.y

				A Principle to Live By - The Abrahamic Covenant

				#4 To communicate the gospel comprehensively, we must understand God's unconditional promise to Abraham. 

				[image: Getz1285.png]

				Paul was very disappointed in the Galatian believers. The Greek word for"foolish" (3:1) means"illogical" and"lacking discernment." They were rejecting the message of forgiveness and justification by faith through Christ's death and resurrection. 

				We can assume that Paul had carefully explained to both Jews and Gentiles in this region 
that the gift of eternal life that is received by faith apart from any works was promised to Abraham centuries earlier (Gn 15:6). Furthermore, all nations would be blessed in the same way through his Seed (Gn 12:3), the Lord Jesus Christ. 

				In this letter, Paul reiterated that both Jews and Gentiles are saved by putting their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Under the old covenant, they looked forward to the crucified Christ—though their understanding was limited. Under the new covenant, we can look back to Christ's death with full understanding that He came to fulfill the promise to Abraham. In both instances, the means for salvation is faith apart from works.  (See Gn #15:God's Mercy.)

				Reflection and Response

				On his first missionary journey into the Galatian region, how did God verify the gospel message proclaimed by Paul and Barnabas? (Compare Gl 3:5 with Ac 14:3,8-10; 14:19-20.)  (See Heb #3:A Great Salvation.)

				Though God's power should never be limited, what appears to be God's primary plan for verifying the gospel message today?  (See Jn #33:The Results of Love.)

				

				

	

Law and Promise

				10 For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, because it is written:Everyone who does not continue doing everything written in the book of the law is cursed.z11 Now it is clear that no one is justified before God by the law, because the righteous will liveby faith.aa12 But the law is not based on faith; instead, the one who does these things will live by them.ab13 Christ has •redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, because it is written: Everyone who is hung on a tree is cursed.ac14 The purpose was that the blessing of Abraham would come to the Gentiles by Christ Jesus, so that we could receive the promised Spirit through faith.

				15 •Brothers, I'm using a human illustration.ad No one sets aside or makes additions to even a human covenantae that has been ratified. 16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his •seed. He does not say"and to seeds," as though referring to many, but referring to one, and to your seed,af who is Christ. 17 And I say this: The law, which came 430 years later, does not revoke a covenant that was previously ratified by God ag and cancel the promise. 18 For if the inheritance is from the law, it is no longer from the promise; but God granted it to Abraham through the promise.  (See Rm #7: God's Free Gift.)

				

	

The Purpose of the Law

				19 Why then was the law given? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise was made would come. The law was put into effect through angels by means of a mediator. 20 Now a mediator is not for just one person, but God is one. 21 Is the law therefore contrary to God's promises? Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that was able to give life, then righteousness would certainly be by the law. 22 But the Scripture has imprisoned everything under sin's power,ah so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. 23 Before this faith came, we were confined under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith was revealed. 24 The law, then, was our guardianai until Christ, so that we could be justified by faith. 25 But since that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, 26 for you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

				A Principle to Live By - Justification by Faith

				#5 When explaining that salvation is a free gift, we must also clarify that this gift can only be received by faith in Jesus Christ.  (Review Gl #1: God's Free Gift.)
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				As Paul continued to address the theological confusion in the Galatian churches, he elaborated on the heart of the gospel. Since these believers were now being taught that in order to inherit eternal life they must be circumcised and practice the dietary laws in the Old Testament, Paul addressed directly the purpose of the Mosaic law. It was not a means of salvation or a way to experience acceptance with God. Rather, it demonstrated the reality of sin (v. 19). 

				Paul was explaining that the Judaizers were absolutely wrong to say that faith in Christ is 
not enough to make people righteous before God. They taught that God gave the law to Israel to add further requirements for salvation beyond what Abraham experienced when he"believed the Lord, and He credited it to him as righteousness" (Gn 15:6). The facts are, this Old Testament patriarch was justified before he was circumcised and 430 years before the law was revealed to Moses (Rm 4:10-13). 

				In other words,"we have been declared righteous by faith," and"we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Rm 5:1). All true believers in the Old Testament were justified by faith and faith alone, and all true believers from Christ's death and resurrection to this very day are justified by faith and faith alone.  (See Rm #8:Peace with God.)

				Reflection and Response

				When we truly understand God's grace in saving us, how should this wonderful gift of eternal life impact the way we live?  (See Ti #6:Motivated by God's Grace.)

				

				

	

Sons and Heirs

				27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ like a garment.28 There is no Jew or Greek, •slave or free, male or female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, heirs according to the promise.41 Now I say that as long as the heir is a child, he differs in no way from a •slave, though he is the owner of everything. 2 Instead, he is under guardians and stewards until the time set by his father. 3 In the same way we also, when we were children, were in slavery under the elemental forcesaj of the world. 4 When the time came to completion, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to •redeem those under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our ak hearts, crying,"•Abba, Father!"7 So you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

				A Principle to Live By - Unity in Christ
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				#6 Regardless of our ethnic background, cultural upbringing, or gender, when we are saved we are to function as one unified family in Christ. 

				At the end of the previous paragraph, Paul wrote,"for you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus" (3:26). The term"sons" is inclusive in this context (see 3:28). When we become children of God, we become one in Christ, regardless of our human heritage. Paul addressed three categories of oneness in Christ.

				First, all ethnic and racial groups are one in Christ. More specifically,"the dividing wall of hostility" that separated Jews and Gentiles was eliminated through the blood of Christ (Eph 2:13-14).  (See Eph #5:Oneness in Christ.)

				Second, in Christ all social and cultural groups are one. There is no"slave or free" (Gl 3:28). Though Paul did not mandate that Christian masters set their slaves free, this great truth regarding oneness in Christ eventually eliminated slavery among Christians.  (See Phm #2:Demonstrating Wisdom.)

				Third, in Christ and from God's eternal perspective, there are no gender differences. Paul was not teaching, of course, that men and women no longer exist as distinct sexual beings, though Jesus seemed to teach that this will be true in heaven (Lk 20:34-35). Nor was Paul teaching that certain male and female role distinctions disappear when we become Christians. However, he was teaching that women are not inferior to men, addressing a social disorder that existed in both the Jewish and Gentile world and still exists today in various people groups.  (See Nm #35:Equality in Christ.)

				Paul's main concern here relates back to the false teaching of the Judaizers. Paul pointed out that the dietary laws that separated Jews from Gentiles and the rite of circumcision that separated men from women were eliminated. Through spiritual baptism, all believers are members of God's family and can relate to God as their heavenly Father (cp. Gl 3:27-28 with 1Co 12:13).

				Reflection and Response

				How can we practice oneness in the church and yet maintain certain roles God designed for both men and women?  (See 1Tm #5:Gender Roles.)

				

				

	

Paul's Concern for the Galatians

				8 But in the past, when you didn't know God, you were enslaved to thingsal that by nature are not gods. 9 But now, since you know God, or rather have become known by God, how can you turn back again to the weak and bankrupt elemental forces? Do you want to be enslaved to them all over again? 10 You observe special days, months, seasons, and years. 11 I am fearful for you, that perhaps my labor for you has been wasted.

				12 I beg you, •brothers: Become like me, for I also became like you. You have not wronged me; 13 you know that previously I preached the gospel to you because of a physical illness. 14 You did not despise or reject me though my physical condition was a trial for you. am On the contrary, you received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus Himself.

				15 What happened to this sense of being blessed you had? For I testify to you that, if possible, you would have torn out your eyes and given them to me. 16 Have I now become your enemy by telling you the truth? 17 They are enthusiastic about you, but not for any good. Instead, they want to isolate you so you will be enthusiastic about them. 18 Now it is always good to be enthusiastic about good — and not just when I am with you. 19 My children, I am again suffering labor pains for you until Christ is formed in you. 20 I would like to be with you right now and change my tone of voice, because I don't know what to do about you.

				A Principle to Live By - A Pastoral Passion
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				#7 To minister to people effectively, we must develop pastoral hearts. 

				In this section of Paul's letter, we are able to see how deeply Paul cared for the Galatians. Even though he was physically sick and weary, he preached the gospel to them (v. 13). 

				We see this pastoral and caring heart throughout Paul's missionary career (2Co 11:22-27). Even after people put their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, he continued to show the same genuine compassion (1Th 2:7,11-12).  (See 1Th #2:Mature Leaders.)

				Here, Paul used a maternal metaphor to illustrate his love and concern, equating"labor pains" with his own experience in bringing them into God's kingdom and helping them mature in Christ (Gl 4:19). However, he also expressed his concern that they were being negatively impacted by false teachers. In fact, he was struggling with whether or not their conversion to Christ was real. He was deeply concerned that perhaps all of his evangelistic efforts had been wasted (v. 11). 

				When we understand Paul's pastoral heart and the sacrifices he made to win people to Christ, we can also understand why he was so upset with the Galatians and so blunt in his communication. He was both hurt and angry. However, out of compassion, Paul wanted to talk to them face-to-face so he could resolve the tension between them (v. 20). 

				Reflection and Response

				Why are these New Testament pastoral models so important for ministry leaders today as well as for all members of the body of Christ?  (See Ac #39:Relationships with One Another.)

				

				

	

Sarah and Hagar: Two Covenants

				21 Tell me, those of you who want to be under the law, don't you hear the law? 22 For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave and the other by a free woman. 23 But the one by the slave was born according to the impulse of the flesh, while the one by the free woman was born as the result of a promise. 24 These things are illustrations, for the women represent the two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai and bears children into slavery — this is Hagar.25 Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. 27 For it is written:

				

				Rejoice, childless woman,

				who does not give birth.

				Burst into song and shout,

				you who are not in labor,

				for the children of the desolate are many,

				more numerous than those

				of the woman who has a husband.an

				

				28 Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29 But just as then the child born according to the flesh persecuted the one born according to the Spirit, so also now. 30 But what does the Scripture say?

				

				Drive out the slave and her son, for the son of the slave will never be a coheir with the son of the free woman.ao

				

				31 Therefore, brothers, we are not children of the slave but of the free woman.

				A Principle to Live By - Bible Interpretation
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				#8 We are free to illustrate biblical truths from scriptural incidents that do not teach these truths directly, but we should do so cautiously and sparingly.

				When Paul used Hagar and Sarah to illustrate that in Christ we have freedom from the law of Moses, he was using biblical examples to apply biblical truth that is not directly and textually related to Old Testament events. Paul did this carefully and very infrequently, and if we knew more about why he did this we would probably understand more fully his departure from his normal approaches to Bible interpretation and application.  (To discover supracultural truths that relate more directly to Hagar and Sarah, See Gn #23: Cultural Influences.)

				We emulate Paul's method of illustration when, for example, we refer to the story of David and Goliath to demonstrate indirectly that as Christians we sometimes face giants in our lives today. However, the most important supracultural principle that comes directly from this Old Testament story, and that can be verified in the New Testament, is that even young people should seek to be bold and courageous in upholding God's reputation. This is what David did, and Paul encouraged Timothy to do the same (1Tm 4:12).  (See 1Sm #29:Youthful Service.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the problems we may encounter when we illustrate biblical truths with particular incidents in Scripture that do not teach these biblical truths directly and contextually? 

				

				

	

Freedom of the Christian

				5 Christ has liberated us to be free. Stand firm then and don't submit again to a yoke of slavery. 2 Take note! I, Paul, tell you that if you get yourselves circumcised, Christ will not benefit you at all. 3 Again I testify to every man who gets himself circumcised that he is obligated to keep the entire law. 4 You who are trying to be •justified by the law are alienated from Christ; you have fallen from grace. 5 For through the Spirit, by faith, we eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision accomplishes anything; what matters is faith working through love.

				7 You were running well. Who prevented you from obeying the truth? 8 This persuasion did not come from the One who called you. 9 A little yeast leavens the whole lump of dough. 10 I have confidence in the Lord you will not accept any other view. But whoever it is that is confusing you will pay the penalty. 11 Now •brothers, if I still preach circumcision, why am I still persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been abolished. 12 I wish those who are disturbing you might also get themselves castrated!

				13 For you were called to be free, brothers; only don't use this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but serve one another through love. 14 For the entire law is fulfilled in one statement: Love your neighbor as yourself.ap15 But if you bite and devour one another, watch out, or you will be consumed by one another.

				A Principle to Live By - Freedom to Serve
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				#9 To be set free from the bondage of sin, we must become servants of God and one another. 

				As Paul began to conclude this letter, he focused on his major concern for the Galatians: true freedom in Christ. However, he became very practical in terms of what this freedom means and how it should impact their lives personally and their relationships with God and one another. Attempting to keep the law in order to be accepted by God would only increase their bondage to sin. But if they put their faith in Christ, who had paid the perfect price for their sins by shedding His blood on the cross, they would be set free, and the most profitable way to exercise that freedom is in being slaves of God and servants of one another in love. 

				This sounds paradoxical in view of the way most people define freedom. How can we be slaves and yet free? Paul addressed this question in his letter to the Romans, explaining that we can experience true freedom when we live godly lives:

				But thank God that, although you used to be slaves of sin, you obeyed from the heart that pattern of teaching you were transferred to, and having been liberated from sin, you became enslaved to righteousness. (Rm 6:17-18)  (See Rm #11:The Apostles' Teaching.)

				

				This is the miracle of redemption. Once we receive God's gift of salvation by faith, we are only truly free when we live in God's will (Rm 12:1-2).

				Reflection and Response

				How does a biblical view of freedom differ from our culture's view of freedom?

				

				

	

The Spirit versus the Flesh

				16 I say then, •walk by the Spirit and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is against the Spirit, and the Spirit desires what is against the flesh; these are opposed to each other, so that you don't do what you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

				19 Now the works of the flesh are obvious: aq, ar sexual immorality, moral impurity, promiscuity,20 idolatry, sorcery, hatreds, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambitions, dissensions, factions,21 envy, as drunkenness, carousing, and anything similar. I tell you about these things in advance — as I told you before — that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

				22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith,at23 gentleness, self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.25 Since we live by the Spirit, we must also follow the Spirit. 26 We must not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.

				A Principle to Live By - Life in the Spirit
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				#10 To experience true freedom in our relationships with one another, we must reflect the fruit of the Spirit. 

				God is an eternal community—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—who has created all human beings to be relational. This is clear in the creation story where we read,"Then God said, 'Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness'" (Gn 1:26a).

				As noted in the previous principle, freedom in Christ impacts both our divine and our human relationships. When we are set free from being slaves to the law and sin, we become slaves of God, and because of Christ's love for us, we can"serve one another through love" (Gl 5:13). In fact, because we are relational in nature, we do not exist in isolation. We will either abuse other human beings in bondage to sin in the flesh, or we'll be set free to be servants of one another through God's Holy Spirit.

				More specifically,"the works of the flesh" that Paul lists are all sins committed in a relational context—in community (vv. 19-21). People who live this way exploit and abuse one another in the flesh. Though they may"enjoy the short-lived pleasure of sin" (Heb 11:25), they will ultimately pay a serious price for violating God's will in human relationships.

				Conversely, those who"walk by the Spirit" (Gl 5:16) will"serve one another through love" (v. 13), reflecting"joy" and"peace"—which in context probably refers more to community unity rather than individual tranquility. There will be"patience" and"kindness" toward one another as well as a spirit of"gentleness" and"self-control" (vv. 22-23).  (See 1Co #27:Reflections of Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the dangers when Christians define the"fruit of the Spirit" (v. 22) as personal emotions and feelings rather than Christlike attitudes and actions we are to demonstrate in our relationships?

				

				

	

Carry One Another's Burdens

				6 •Brothers, if someone is caught in any wrongdoing, you who are spiritual should restore such a person with a gentle spirit, watching out for yourselves so you also won't be tempted.2 Carry one another's burdens; in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if anyone considers himself to be something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But each person should examine his own work, and then he will have a reason for boasting in himself alone, and not in respect to someone else. 5 For each person will have to carry his own load.

				6 The one who is taught the message must share all his good things with the teacher. 7 Don't be deceived: God is not mocked. For whatever a man sows he will also reap, 8 because the one who sows to his flesh will reap corruption from the flesh, but the one who sows to the Spirit will reap eternal life from the Spirit. 9 So we must not get tired of doing good, for we will reap at the proper time if we don't give up. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, we must work for the good of all, especially for those who belong to the household of faith.

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - The Process of Restoration
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				#11 As we live by the Spirit, we are to help our fellow Christians who are in bondage to works of the flesh to experience true freedom in Christ. 

				After outlining"the works of the flesh" (5:19) and the"fruit of the Spirit" (5:22), Paul addressed a serious problem in the Galatian churches. There were believers who were still in bondage to the flesh. To be"caught" (6:1) does not refer to being discovered, but to being overtaken and entangled or entrapped. Today we often classify these behaviors as addictions.

				Helping a person become free from this kind of bondage is a task for Christian community—more than one person who is living"by the Spirit" (5:25). Paul stated,"you [plural] who are spiritual should restore such a person with a gentle spirit" (6:1). This is because the process is difficult, and also because even godly Christians who have been entrapped in certain sins in the past can be tempted to fall back into their own previous addictions. 

				Reflection and Response

				How do Paul's instructions to help people who are entrapped in sin relate to the process we often call an intervention?

				

				

	

Concluding Exhortation

				11 Look at what large letters I use as I write to you in my own handwriting. 12 Those who want to make a good impression in the flesh are the ones who would compel you to be circumcised — but only to avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ. 13 For even the circumcised don't keep the law themselves; however, they want you to be circumcised in order to boast about your flesh. 14 But as for me, I will never boast about anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. The •world has been crucified to me through the cross, and I to the world. 15 For au both circumcision and uncircumcision mean nothing; what matters instead is a new creation. 16 May peace come to all those who follow this standard, and mercy to the Israel of God!

				17 From now on, let no one cause me trouble, because I bear on my body scars for the cause of Jesus. 18 Brothers, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. •Amen.

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Pure Motives in Ministry
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				#12 To counter false teaching in the church, we must keep our motives pure. 

				As Paul concluded this letter, he did not hesitate to contrast his motives with those of the Judaizers who were misleading the Galatians. They were hypocrites who didn't even"keep the law themselves" (v. 13). Their motives were to look good and to please the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem (v. 12). Paul was able to confront these false teachers because of his own sacrificial lifestyle. The false teachers did everything they could to"avoid being persecuted" (v. 12). 

				By contrast, Paul carried"scars for the cause of Jesus" on his physical body (v. 17). He was stoned in Lystra—a Galatian city—and left for dead (Ac 14:19). Some believe that this assault caused his"thorn in the flesh," a"physical illness" that he referred to earlier in this letter, which may have included a disfigured face and an inability to see clearly (2Co 12:7; Gl 4:13-15). If so, it would help explain why—when he took the pen from his stenographer to close this letter in his own handwriting—he had to write with"large letters" (6:11). 

				Regardless of these physical details, it is clear that Paul ministered with pure motives and in humility. His only"boast" was in"the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ" (v. 14). This is why he could write to the Corinthians,"Imitate me, as I also imitate Christ" (1Co 11:1).

				Reflection and Response

				What aspects of Paul's sacrificial approach to ministry impacts your own life the most?
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				Date of writing: a.d. 60

				

			

Introduction

				This letter as it appears in our Bible is addressed to the church in Ephesus, but there is evidence it was intended as a circular letter to be read in all the churches in Asia Minor. Paul wrote it while he was confined in prison or under house arrest. But he was not despondent, and his ministry to the Gentiles was going strong. He wanted the churches to know how he was doing so that they would be encouraged. Christians today can also be heartened and motivated when reading about Paul's confidence in Christ.

				Ephesians teaches us principles of uplifting correspondence

				

				

				Paul explained that the church depicts the restoration of the human family according to God's original intention for it. He overturned the notion that God accepts the Jews while the Gentiles have no hope. All who are in Christ are the people of God. With regard to salvation, there are no restrictions based on race, class, or gender. All are seated with Christ in heaven. The church is one household, called to display love and unity to a desperate world.

				Ephesians teaches us principles of the family of God

				

				

				Paul reminded his readers of all that God did for them out of His love. He adopted them, gave them new life, and continued to shower love on them. Experiencing God's love, we should accept one another in love, speak the truth in love, and live our lives in love. Husbands should love their wives, and all church members should practice mutual love and submission. The church, when each member functions properly, is built up in love. Paul's benediction at the end of the book is,"Grace be with all who have undying love for our Lord Jesus Christ."

				Ephesians teaches us principles of love

				

				

				Paul wanted all churches to know and show faith, hope, and love. The churches in Asia Minor demonstrated faith and love, but Paul was concerned that they didn't fully grasp the hope that was available to them in Christ. The same power that raised Jesus from the dead and seated Him in heaven, above all other beings, is working through all who are in Christ. Today, this power helps Christians walk worthy of our calling—to live our lives and conduct ourselves as we should. God makes His immense power and strength available to any who will take it. When we do, we can stand against Satan's attacks as we carry out the Great Commission.

				Ephesians teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in Ephesians

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-2

							
								
								#1: Communities of Faith

							
								
								To apply most biblical exhortations in the New Testament effectively, we must think in terms of local churches.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:3-14

							
								
								#2: Our Position in Christ

							
								
								Because of our eternal hope and secure relationship with God through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, we should never cease to praise and worship Him.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								1:15-19

							
								
								#3: Measuring Corporate Maturity

							
								
								When we evaluate the maturity of any local church, we should look for the ways believers are manifesting faith, hope, and love in their relationships with God and one another.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:1-10

							
								
								#4: God's Gift

							
								
								When we present the message of hope in Christ, we must make sure that all people understand that good works do not contribute in any way to their salvation experience.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								2:11-22

							
								
								#5: Oneness in Christ

							
								
								Regardless of our ethnic backgrounds, social status, gender, or race, when we become believers we are to function as members of one family.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								3:1-13

							
								
								#6: Servants of the Gospel

							
								
								As unified members of Christ's body, we are to serve God and one another, demonstrating to both the visible and the invisible world the message of God's love and grace through Jesus Christ.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								3:14-21

							
								
								#7: Experiencing God's Power

							
								
								To live in God's will as individuals and as communities of faith, we must not only understand God's power but we must experience this power.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								4:1-6

							
								
								#8: Walking Worthy

							
								
								When we truly understand what God has done for all of us in Jesus Christ, we should respond by living godly lives in love and unity.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								4:7-16

							
								
								#9: Building Up One Another

							
								
								To become mature in Christ as local communities of faith, we must all function as members of one another.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								4:17-24

							
								
								#10: Walking in Newness of Life

							
								
								Since God chose each one of us to live holy lives, we are to become what He created us to be.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								4:25–5:5

							
								
								#11: Walking in Love

							
								
								Because of Christ's supreme act of love for us, we are to walk in love in all of our relationships.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								5:6-14

							
								
								#12: Walking in the Light

							
								
								Because of our new life in Christ, we are to illuminate the darkness created by sin.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								5:15-21

							
								
								#13: Walking Wisely

							
								
								To walk wisely, we must continually allow the Holy Spirit to enlighten our hearts to discover what God's will is, particularly as revealed through the authors of Scripture.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								5:22–6:9

							
								
								#14: Walking in Love and Submission

							
								
								To walk in God's will, we must practice mutual love and submission in all of our relationships.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								6:10-20

							
								
								#15: Walking in God's Strength

							
								
								To walk worthy of our great calling in Christ, we must rely on God's strength and protection.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								6:21-24

							
								
								#16: God-Ordained Communication

							
								
								To experience God's blessings in our lives, we must communicate with one another.

							
								
								16

							
						

					
				

			

			

			

				Ephesians

				Greeting

				1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by God's will:

				To the faithful •saints in Christ Jesus at Ephesus. a 

				2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

				A Principle to Live By - Communities of Faith

				[image: Getz1294.png]

				#1 To apply most biblical exhortations in the New Testament effectively, we must think in terms of local churches.

				It appears Paul intended this letter to be read in other churches throughout Asia Minor. This explains why he used the Greek term ekklesia ("church") in a more universal sense (1:22; 3:10,21). However, he was thinking in terms of individual local churches when he wrote,

				From Him the whole body, fitted and knit together by every supporting ligament, promotes the growth of the body for building up itself in love by the proper working of each individual part. (Eph 4:16)

				For Christ-followers to practice this biblical function, they must be able to relate to one another in communities of faith.

				Three other pieces of evidence suggest this was a circular letter: 

				1.	The words"at Ephesus" (1:1) do not appear in the earliest Greek manuscripts. 

				2.	Paul avoided specific issues that related directly to the church in Ephesus.

				3.	No one is mentioned by name in the church in Ephesus, which is a significant omission since Paul had developed close relationships with the spiritual leaders in this church (Ac 20:31,36-38).  (See Ac #39:Relationships with One Another.)

				Reflection and Response

				As you read about what happened in Ephesus as a result of Paul's ministry in the school of Tyrannus, how might this explain why someone may have inserted"at Ephesus" in the introduction to this letter? (See Ac 19:8-10.)  (See Rv #2:Leadership Responsibilities.)

				

				

	

God's Rich Blessings

				3 Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavens.4 For He chose us in Him, before the foundation of the world, to be holy and blameless in His sight. In loveb 5 He predestined us to be adopted through Jesus Christ for Himself, according to His favor and will, 6 to the praise of His glorious grace that He favored us with in the Beloved.

				7 We have •redemption in Him through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace 8 that He lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. 9 He made known to us the •mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure that He planned in Him 10 for the administrationc of the days of fulfillmentd — to bring everything together in the •Messiah, both things in heaven and things on earth in Him.

				11 We have also received an inheritancee in Him, predestined according to the purpose of the One who works out everything in agreement with the decision of His will, 12 so that we who had already put our hope in the Messiah might bring praise to His glory.

				13 When you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and when you believed in Him, you were also sealed with the promised Holy Spirit.14 He is the down payment of our inheritance, for the redemption of the possession,f to the praise of His glory.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Position in Christ
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				#2 Because of our eternal hope and secure relationship with God through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, we should never cease to praise and worship Him. 

				Paul began this letter with a glorious doxology. It describes our eternal hope when we are in Christ, a frequent theme in this letter. As true believers, we belong to Christ, we are in union with Christ, and nothing can separate us from Christ (cp. Rm 8:39). Whether Jewish or Gentile believers,

				
						we have been chosen in Christ (Eph 1:4),

						we are redeemed by the blood of Christ (v. 7),

						we are adopted into the family of God (v. 5), and

						we are"sealed with the promised Holy Spirit" (v. 13).  (See Ps #70:God's Eternal Covenant)

				

				

				This paragraph also introduces a great mystery. From both a divine and a human perspective, Jesus Christ died for the sins of the whole world, and the invitation to receive salvation by believing in Jesus Christ is open to everyone (Jn 3:16; Rm 10:13). Yet, only those chosen by God the Father before the foundation of the world will respond to the gospel (Eph 1:4-5; cp. Rm 8:29; 9:18). Though this sounds like two irreconcilable theological points of view, both realities are true. This is what some call a biblical antinomy. In our humanness, we cannot reconcile our freedom to accept or reject Jesus Christ with God's sovereignty and divine election. From God's point of view, both are true. 

				Reflection and Response

				As we think about our blessings in Christ, why should we praise and thank God daily?  (See Ps #147:Specific Blessings.)

				

				

	

Prayer for Spiritual Insight

				15 This is why, since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16 I never stop giving thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father,g would give you a spirith of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him. 18 I pray that the perception of your mindi may be enlightened so you may know what is the hope  of His calling, what are the glorious riches of His inheritance among the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of His power to us who believe, according to the working of His vast strength.

				A Principle to Live By - Measuring Corporate Maturity
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				#3 When we evaluate the maturity of any local church, we should look for the ways believers are manifesting faith, hope, and love in their relationships with God and one another. 

				Paul's motivation for thanking God for these believers in these various geographical locations in Asia was their"faith in the Lord Jesus and [their] love for all the saints" (v. 15). However, he had one concern. They didn't seem to understand clearly their"hope" in Christ (v. 18).  (See 1Th #1:Models of Maturity.)

				This particular measure of maturity—their hope—relates specifically to what Paul wrote in his introduction to this letter: that they had been chosen in Christ"before the foundation of the world" (Eph 1:4) and were secure"in Christ" (vv. 1,3; see also vv. 6,7,11,13). They, especially the Gentile believers, did not understand fully what this meant with regard to their eternal hope. 

				Because of this lack of knowledge, Paul prayed that they would gain divine wisdom and understanding through the Spirit's illumination (vv. 17-18). Paul wanted these believers to understand they belonged to Christ as His inheritance, and their position in Christ was forever settled by the"vast strength" of God (v. 19)—the same power that raised Jesus from the dead (v. 20). 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so easy to evaluate success in a local church with quantitative measurements rather than these qualitative measurements—faith, hope, and love?  (See Col #2:Reflections of Maturity.)

				

				

	

God's Power in Christ

				20 He demonstrated this power in the Messiah by raising Him from the dead and seating Him at His right hand in the heavens — 21 far above every ruler and authority, power and dominion, and every title given,j not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And He put everything under His feetk and appointed Him as head over everything for the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of the One who fills all things in every way.  (See Col #4:Putting Christ First.)

				

	

From Death to Life

				2 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins 2 in which you previously •walked according to the ways of this world, according to the ruler who exercises authority over the lower heavens,l the spirit now working in the disobedient.m3 We too all previously lived among them in our fleshly desires, carrying out the inclinations of our flesh and thoughts, and we were by nature children under wrath as the others were also. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love that He had for us,n5 made us alive with the •Messiah even though we were dead in trespasses. You are saved by grace! 6 Together with Christ Jesus He also raised us up and seated us in the heavens,7 so that in the coming ages He might display the immeasurable riches of His grace through His kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God's gift — 9 not from works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are His creation, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time so that we should walk in them.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Gift
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				#4 When we present the message of hope in Christ, we must make sure that all people understand that good works do not contribute in any way to their salvation experience.

				It seems Paul initially focused on Gentiles when he wrote,"And you were dead in your trespasses and sins" (v. 1). He quickly expanded his audience to include himself and his fellow Jews when he wrote,"We too all previously lived among them in our fleshly desires" (v. 3). However, Paul included both Jews and Gentiles when he wrote,"But God . . . made us alive with the Messiah even though we were dead in trespasses" (vv. 4-5).  (See Rm #6:Salvation through Faith.)

				Paul wanted both Jewish and Gentile believers to know that they were all saved"by grace through faith, . . . it is God's gift" (Eph 2:8). Works were not involved whatsoever. In other words, all believers—regardless of their ethnic backgrounds and their past behavior, whether good or bad—are in Christ and have eternal hope. Jewish believers have no special advantage, even though they have been circumcised and have been attempting to keep the Ten Commandments.  (See Rm #7:God's Free Gift.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it often difficult for people to accept that salvation is a free gift and that we cannot earn our way to heaven?

				

				

	

Unity in Christ

				11 So then, remember that at one time you were Gentiles in the flesh — called"the uncircumcised" by those called"the circumcised," which is done in the flesh by human hands.12 At that time you were without the Messiah, excluded from the citizenship of Israel, and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus, you who were far away have been brought near by the blood of the Messiah. 14 For He is our peace, who made both groups one and tore down the dividing wall of hostility. In His flesh, 15 He made of no effect the law consisting of commands and expressed in regulations, so that He might create in Himself one new man from the two, resulting in peace. 16 He did this so that He might reconcile both to God in one body through the cross and put the hostility to death by it.o 17 When the Messiah came, He proclaimed the good news of peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with the •saints, and members of God's household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the cornerstone. 21 The whole building, being put together by Him, grows into a holy sanctuary in the Lord.22 You also are being built together for God's dwelling in the Spirit.

				A Principle to Live By - Oneness in Christ
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				#5 Regardless of our ethnic backgrounds, social status, gender, or race, when we become believers we are to function as members of one family. 

				There is no question regarding Paul's audience in this section of his letter: he addressed the Gentile believers directly and exhorted them to remember that they were"without hope . . . in the world" (v. 12; see also 1:18). The reason for this hopelessness was that they were"without the Messiah" and"without God." But this miraculously changed when they were redeemed through Christ's blood and forgiven by His grace (1:7; 2:13). The Gentiles were now one in Christ with the covenant people of God (2:11). Paul expanded on this oneness in his letter to the Galatians:

				There is no Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
(Gl 3:28)  (See Gl #6:Unity in Christ.)

				Here in Ephesians, Paul described the church using two vivid metaphors: God's household, and a holy sanctuary or building. As Gentile believers, they were"fellow citizens" with Jewish believers. Together, they were one household and one"holy sanctuary" in Christ (Eph 2:19,21). 

				Reflection and Response

				When we are reared in a particular religious environment, why is it easy to develop a sense of elitism and prejudice?

				

				

	

Paul's Ministry to the Gentiles

				3 For this reason, I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles — 2 you have heard, haven't you, about the administration of God's grace that He gave to me for you? 3 The •mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have briefly written above. 4 By reading this you are able to understand my insight about the mystery of the •Messiah. 5 This was not made known to peoplep in other generations as it is now revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6 The Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, and partners of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 7 I was made a servant of this gospel by the gift of God's grace that was given to me by the working of His power.

				8 This grace was given to me — the least of all the •saints — to proclaim to the Gentiles the incalculable riches of the Messiah, 9 and to shed light for all about the administration of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things. 10 This is so God's multi-faceted wisdom may now be made known through the church to the rulers and authorities in the heavens. 11 This is according to His eternal purpose accomplished in the Messiah, Jesus our Lord. 12 In Him we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him.q 13 So then I ask you not to be discouraged over my afflictions on your behalf, for they are your glory.

				A Principle to Live By - Servants of the Gospel
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				#6 As unified members of Christ's body, we are to serve God and one another, demonstrating to both the visible and the invisible world the message of God's love and grace through Jesus Christ. 

				The power that raised Christ from the dead and seated Him at God's right hand (1:20), and the power that raised up all true believers and seated us with Christ (2:6) is the same power that also called Paul to be a"servant" in preaching the gospel (3:7). Paul's calling was definitely unique (Ac 9:15-16). However, his ministry simply continued what the other apostles began, fulfilling what Jesus said while still on earth:

				But I have other sheep that are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will listen to My voice. Then there will be one flock, one shepherd. (Jn 10:16)  (See Jn #21:Oneness in Christ.)

				Paul's special calling also continued to be an answer to Jesus' prayer for the apostles—and all of us—as He anticipated the cross:

				I pray not only for these, but also for those who believe in Me through their message. May they all be one, as You, Father, are in Me and I am in You. May they also be one in Us, so the world may believe You sent Me. (Jn 17:20-21)

				Today, as members of Christ's body, whether Jews or Gentiles, we have a special calling to be servants of the gospel. Through our oneness in Christ, we are called to demonstrate to the world and even to"the rulers and authorities in the heavens" (Eph 3:10) that Jesus Christ, who is one with the Father,"has come to seek and to save the lost" (Lk 19:10).  (See Jn #33:The Results of Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what practical ways can every local church demonstrate to the world that God has provided a way of salvation for all people through His Son, Jesus Christ?

				

				

	

Prayer for Spiritual Power

				14 For this reason I kneel before the Father r15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 16 I pray that He may grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power in the inner man through His Spirit, 17 and that the Messiah may dwell in your hearts through faith. I pray that you, being rooted and firmly established in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the length and width, height and depth of God's love,19 and to know the Messiah's love that surpasses knowledge, so you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

				20 Now to Him who is able to do above and beyond all that we ask or think according to the power that works in us — 21 to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. •Amen.

				A Principle to Live By - Experiencing God's Power
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				#7 To live in God's will as individuals and as communities of faith, we must not only understand God's power but we must experience this power. 

				Following Paul's digression regarding his special calling as apostle to the Gentiles, he continued the prayer he had begun earlier. Thus he once again wrote,"For this reason" (3:1,14; see also"This is why" in 1:15).

				As Paul prayed, he may have gone to his knees, demonstrating his sense of awe regarding God's grace in his own life and in the lives of those he was remembering. In essence, Paul prayed that the power that saved them (1:19) would give them the inner strength (3:16) to do the good works that God intended for them (2:10). The source of this power is the Holy Spirit and the indwelling Christ, who are inseparable from one another.  (See Is #28:Supernatural Enablement.)

				Paul's intense desire was that these believers would be"filled with all the fullness of God" (3:19). Here he was not speaking about some ecstatic or emotional experience. Rather, he was referring to God's holiness—all that He is in terms of perfection. Peter underscored this same great truth when he wrote,"But as the One who called you is holy, you also are to be holy in all your conduct" (1Pt 1:15). 

				It is impossible, of course, to experience this kind of perfection—personally or corporately—until we are face-to-face with Jesus Christ. However, we are to draw on"the immeasurable greatness of His power" (Eph 1:19) in order to become more and more transformed into the Savior's image, a reflection of God's glory (Jn 1:1,14; 1Co 13:11-12).  (See 1Pt #3:Living Transformed Lives.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some practical steps we can take personally and as local churches to experience the reality of Paul's grand doxology in Ephesians 3:20-21?

				

				

	

Unity and Diversity in the Body of Christ

				4 Therefore I, the prisoner for the Lord, urge you to •walk worthy of the calling you have received, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, acceptings one another in love,3 diligently keeping the unity of the Spirit with the peace that binds us. 4 There is one body and one Spirit — just as you were called to one hopet at your calling — 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.

				A Principle to Live By - Walking Worthy
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				#8 When we truly understand what God has done for all of us in Jesus Christ, we should respond by living godly lives in love and unity. 

				Paul once again reminded these New Testament believers to consider their position in Christ, as described in his introduction. God had chosen them for a tremendous blessing (1:3-4). This indeed was and is a calling that no one deserves, a wonderful manifestation of God's grace (2:5,8). 

				Paul quickly added that God"chose us in Him [Christ] . . . to be holy and blameless in His 
sight" (1:4)—a great truth that has two perspectives. When we become believers, God sees us as perfect because of"redemption" and"forgiveness" through Christ's blood (1:7). However, as we learn more and more about God's grace and mercy and our eternal hope, we are to respond to God's sacrificial love by offering our"bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God" (Rm 12:1). This is what Paul meant when he wrote,"walk worthy of the calling you have received" (Eph 4:1). We are indeed"created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time so that we should walk in them" (2:10). Here Paul used the same metaphorical word peripateo when he exhorted believers to"walk worthy" of this wonderful"calling" in Christ (4:1).  (See Dt #8:Walking Worthy.)

				At this juncture, we also see why Paul prayed early on, especially for the Gentile believers, that they"may know what is the hope of His calling" (1:18). Because of elitism and prejudice, the Jewish believers in these Asian churches evidently considered that their hope in Christ was more significant than that of Gentile believers. After all, they had received"the covenants of the promise" centuries before, when the Gentiles were living"without hope and without God in the world" (2:12). 

				To walk worthy of our calling, we must remember that there is only"one hope" (4:4) for Jew and Gentile believers. In the church of Jesus Christ, there is only"one body and one Spirit . . . one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all" (vv. 4-6). 

				Reflection and Response

				How do we see this principle of love and unity violated in some churches today?  (See Jms #6:Avoiding Prejudice.)

				

				7 Now grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of the •Messiah's gift. 8 For it says:

				

				When He ascended on high,

				He took prisoners into captivity;u

				He gave gifts to people.v

				

				9 But what does"He ascended" mean except that He w descended to the lower parts of the earth?x 10 The One who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might filly all things. 11 And He personally gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12 for the training of the •saints in the work of ministry, to build up the body of Christ, 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of God's Son, growing into a mature man with a stature measured by Christ's fullness. 14 Then we will no longer be little children, tossed by the waves and blown around by every wind of teaching, by human cunning with cleverness in the techniques of deceit. 15 But speaking the truth in love, let us grow in every way into Him who is the head — Christ. 16 From Him the whole body, fitted and knit together by every supporting ligament, promotes the growth of the body for building up itself in love by the proper working of each individual part.

				A Principle to Live By - Building Up One Another
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				#9 To become mature in Christ as local communities of faith, we must all function as members of one another.

				After the resurrection, the disciples went back to Galilee, where Jesus told them, 

				Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, . . . teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you." (Mt 28:19-20a)

				A short time later, Jesus ascended back to heaven, promising that the Holy Spirit would empower them to be"witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth" (Ac 1:8; see also Eph 4:7-10). 

				When Jesus"ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things" (v. 10), these 11 men and a number of other members of Christ's body were gifted and empowered to carry out the Great Commission (Ac 2:43; 6:7-8; 8:4-8). Thus, Jesus"gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers" (Eph 4:11), not only to launch local churches, but to train all believers (the"saints") to do"the work of ministry" (v. 12). Then and only then will local communities of faith become mature and reflect Christ's character. 

				Whatever our interpretation of this section of Ephesians, we must not miss Paul's focus. These gifts were given to launch the church so that all believers can use their gifts and abilities in local communities of faith to build up the body of Jesus Christ (v. 16). We are indeed"members of one another" (v. 25). God designed the body of Christ to grow"in love" when every"individual part" functions properly (v. 16).  (See Rm #22:A Servant's Heart.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does God's plan for building the tabernacles in the wilderness compare with God's plan for building up the body of Christ?  (See Ex #38:Gifts of the Holy Spirit.)

				

				

	

Living the New Life

				17 Therefore, I say this and testify in the Lord: You should no longer walk as the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their thoughts. 18 They are darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them and because of the hardness of their hearts. 19 They became callous and gave themselves over to promiscuity for the practice of every kind of impurity with a desire for more and more.z  (See Rm #3: Sin's Devastating Results.)

				20 But that is not how you learned about the Messiah, 21 assuming you heard about Him and were taught by Him, because the truth is in Jesus. 22 You took offaa your former way of life, the old selfab that is corrupted by deceitful desires; 23 you are being renewedac in the spirit of your minds; 24 you put onad the new self, the one created according to God's likeness in righteousness and purity of the truth.

				A Principle to Live By - Walking in Newness of Life
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				#10 Since God chose each one of us to live holy lives, we are to become what He created us to be. 

				Paul elaborated on what he meant when he wrote,"walk worthy" (v. 1). If these New Testament communities of faith were to become mature and to reflect the image of Christ, first they must"no longer walk as the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their thoughts" (v. 17). 

				Paul next reviewed what happened to them when they were saved by grace through faith (cp. 2:8-9). They received a new identity. In fact, in God's sight, they were not only justified, they were also glorified and"raised" up with Christ and"seated" with Him"in the heavens" (2:6).  (See Rm #16:Security in Christ.)

				Paul made it very clear, however, that we will not automatically engage in"good works" (Eph 2:10). For this to happen, our minds must be"renewed" and we must"put on the new self" (4:23-24). This statement correlates with what Paul spelled out in his letter to the Romans. It's through the process or transformation that we'll be able to"discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God" (Rm 12:2). 

				In essence, Paul was saying to these New Testament believers that because they have a new identity, they also have the spiritual resources to imitate Christ.  (See Col #7:Reflecting Our Position in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does this renewing process correlate with Paul's prayer in this letter?  (Review Eph #7: Experiencing God's Power.)

				

				25 Since you put away lying, Speak the truth, each one to his neighbor,ae because we are members of one another. 26 Be angry and do not sin.af Don't let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and don't give the Devil an opportunity. 28 The thief must no longer steal. Instead, he must do honest work with his own hands, so that he has something to share with anyone in need. 29 No foul language is to come from your mouth, but only what is good for building up someone in need,ag so that it gives grace to those who hear. 30 And don't grieve God's Holy Spirit. You were sealed by Himah for the day of •redemption.31 All bitterness, anger and wrath, shouting and slander must be removed from you, along with all malice. 32 And be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving one another, just as God also forgave you ai in Christ.

				5 Therefore, be imitators of God, as dearly loved children. 2 And •walk in love, as the •Messiah also loved us and gave Himself for us, a sacrificial and fragrant offering to God. 3 But sexual immorality and any impurity or greed should not even be heard ofaj among you, as is proper for •saints. 4 Coarse and foolish talking or crude joking are not suitable, but rather giving thanks. 5 For know and recognize this: Every sexually immoral or impure or greedy person, who is an idolater, does not have an inheritance in the kingdom of the Messiah and of God.

				A Principle to Live By - Walking in Love

				[image: Getz1304.png]

				#11 Because of Christ's supreme act of love for us, we are to walk in love in all of our relationships. 

				After reminding these Asian Christians about their new identity in Christ, and that they should now renew their minds and walk in a new way of life, Paul became very specific. 

				
						They were to always be truthful (4:25).

						They were not to sin when they experienced anger (4:26-27).  (See Pr #27:Mature Perceptions)

						They were to stop stealing. Instead, they were to make a living and help others who were in need (4:28).

						They were to use words to build one another up, not to destroy one another (4:29). Malicious talk distresses the indwelling Holy Spirit (4:30; cp. 1:13-14).  (See Pr #24:The Power of Words)

						They were to dispose of bitterness, anger, and wickedness and replace them with kindness, compassion, and forgiveness (4:31-32).

						They were to avoid all forms of"sexual immorality" (5:3-5).  (See Pr #7:Moral Purity)

				

				All of these examples of imitating Christ are summarized with the exhortation to"walk in love" (5:2).

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul's exhortation to walk in love correlate with his explanation of the works of the flesh and the fruit of the Spirit in his letter to the Galatians?  (See Gl #10:Life in the Spirit.)

				

				

	

Light versus Darkness

				6 Let no one deceive you with empty arguments, for God's wrath is coming on the disobedient because of these things.ak7 Therefore, do not become their partners. 8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light — 9 for the fruit of the light al results in all goodness, righteousness, and truth — 10 discerning what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Don't participate in the fruitless works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to mention what is done by them in secret. 13 Everything exposed by the light is made clear, 14 for what makes everything clear is light. Therefore it is said:

				

				Get up, sleeper, and rise up from the dead,

				and the Messiah will shine on you.

				A Principle to Live By - Walking in the Light

				[image: Getz1305.png]

				#12 Because of our new life in Christ, we are to illuminate the darkness created by sin.

				These believers who once lived in"darkness," particularly in sexually immoral relationships, were to now"walk" among unbelievers as"children of light" (v. 8). They were to obey Jesus Christ, who had taught His disciples that they"are the light of the world" (cp. Mt 5:14 with Eph 4:20-21). 

				Jesus modeled this great truth:

				I am the light of the world. Anyone who follows Me will never walk in the darkness but will have the light of life. (Jn 8:12) 

				Jesus made this declaration following His encounter with the hypocritical men who had brought Him a woman they had caught in the act of adultery. They themselves were guilty of the very same sin, illustrating that it was not only the Gentiles who were walking in darkness (Eph 2:3; Rm 2:17-24).  (See 2Sm #8:Ongoing Moral Failure.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways are some professing Christians today failing to walk as children of light?

				

				

	

Consistency in the Christian Life

				15 Pay careful attention, then, to how you walk — not as unwise people but as wise — 16 making the most of the time,am because the days are evil. 17 So don't be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. 18 And don't get drunk with wine, which leads to reckless actions, but be filled by the Spirit:

				

				19 speaking to one another

				in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs,

				singing and making music

				from your heart to the Lord,

				20 giving thanks always for everything

				to God the Father

				in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,

				21 submitting to one another

				in the fear of Christ.

				A Principle to Live By - Walking Wisely
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				#13 To walk wisely, we must continually allow the Holy Spirit to enlighten our hearts to discover what God's will is, particularly as revealed through the authors of Scripture.

				Paul used the term"walk" once again, but this time to summarize his earlier thoughts and to remind these believers of their divine source for both understanding and doing God's will. To walk worthy, they must have a proper relationship with the Holy Spirit. 

				In John's gospel Jesus told the apostles that, after His ascension, He would send"the Spirit of truth" to teach them and guide them"into all truth" (Jn 14:17; 15:26; 16:12-13). When Paul wrote this letter, this process was still unfolding, and it continued throughout the first century. This is why Paul prayed that"the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, would give [them] a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him" (Eph 1:17).  (See Jn #29:The Spirit of Truth.)

				Today, believers are greatly privileged. We not only have the Holy Spirit dwelling within us corporately as communities of faith but within us personally. Furthermore, we have the body of truth the Holy Spirit revealed through New Testament authors. Paul's prayer for the Ephesians continues to be answered marvelously in our lives. Our challenge is to allow this divine process to happen more and more as we obey God's instructions about the message of Christ (Col 3:16-17). 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important to have a perspective on the ministry of the Holy Spirit that is both objective (His revelation through Scripture) and subjective (His enlightening and convicting work in our hearts)?

				

				

	

Wives and Husbands

				22 Wives, submit an to your own husbands as to the Lord, 23 for the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church. He is the Savior of the body. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so wives are to submit to their husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself for her 26 to make her holy, cleansingao her with the washing of water by the word. 27 He did this to present the church to Himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or anything like that, but holy and blameless. 28 In the same way, husbands are to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hates his own flesh but provides and cares for it, just as Christ does for the church, 30 since we are members of His body. ap

				

				31 For this reason a man will leave

				his father and mother

				and be joined to his wife,

				and the two will become one flesh.aq  (See Gn #3:Marital Union.)

				

				32 This •mystery is profound, but I am talking about Christ and the church. 33 To sum up, each one of you is to love his wife as himself, and the wife is to respect her husband.

				

	

Children and Parents

				6 Children, obey your parents as you would the Lord,ar because this is right. 2 Honor your father and mother, which is the first commandmentas with a promise, 3 so that it may go well with you and that you may have a long life in the land.at, au 4 Fathers, don't stir up anger in your children, but bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.

				

	

Slaves and Masters

				5 •Slaves, obey your humanav masters with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ. 6 Don't work only while being watched, in order to please men, but as slaves of Christ, do God's will from your heart.aw 7 Serve with a good attitude, as to the Lord and not to men, 8 knowing that whatever good each one does, slave or free, he will receive this back from the Lord. 9 And masters, treat your slaves the same way, without threatening them, because you know that both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with Him.

				A Principle to Live By - Walking in Love and Submission
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				#14 To walk in God's will, we must practice mutual love and submission in all of our relationships.

				Paul ended the previous paragraph by stating that all believers are to submit to one another—a reflection of being"filled by the Spirit" (5:18). He then addressed Christian wives. In Christ and from God's eternal, vertical perspective, there is no"male or female" (Gl 3:28). However, from an earthly and horizontal point of view, wives are to submit to their husbands and recognize their God-ordained leadership roles. This of course does not mean tolerating ungodly or abusive behavior.  (See 1Pt #8:Marital Relationships.)

				Paul next reinforced mutual submission when he exhorted husbands to love their wives sacrificially and without reservation (Eph 5:25). Here he was addressing a serious problem that existed ever since sin entered the world—the tendency of men to dominate and use women selfishly 
(Gn 3:16).

				Paul explains mutual love and submission most clearly in his letter to the Philippians. All believers—regardless of gender—are to have the same"attitude" as Christ Jesus (Php 2:5). When He came to earth He demonstrated the greatest act of servanthood and humility known throughout the universe, culminating in His death on the cross to pay for the sins of the world.  (See Php #6:Imitating Christ.)

				Paul also addressed slavery, a significant aspect of the Greco-Roman culture. Rather than condemning it, he simply instructed believing slaves and masters to practice mutual love and submission. When masters loved their slaves as brothers—as Christ loved them—and when slaves served their masters as if they were serving Christ, it eventually eliminated this social disease within New Testament local churches.  (See Phm #3:The Judeo-Christian Ethic.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does the principle regarding mutual love and submission relate to spiritual leaders in the church?  (See 1Pt #11:Demonstrating Humility.)

				

				

	

Christian Warfare

				10 Finally, be strengthened by the Lord and by His vast strength.11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can stand against the tacticsax of the Devil. 12 For our battle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the world powers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavens.13 This is why you must take up the full armor of God, so that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and having prepared everything, to take your stand. 14 Stand, therefore,

				

				with truth like a belt around your waist,

				righteousness like armor on your chest,

				15 and your feet sandaled with readiness

				for the gospel of peace.

				16 In every situation take the shield of faith,

				and with it you will be able to extinguish

				all the flaming arrows of the evil one.

				17 Take the helmet of salvation,

				and the sword of the Spirit,

				which is God's word.

				

				18 Pray at all times in the Spirit with every prayer and request, and stay alert in this with all perseverance and intercession for all the •saints. 19 Pray also for me, that the message may be given to me when I open my mouth to make known with boldness the •mystery of the gospel. 20 For this I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I might be bold enough in Him to speak as I should.

				A Principle to Live By - Walking in God's Strength
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				#15 To walk worthy of our great calling in Christ, we must rely on God's strength and protection. 

				In the opening paragraphs in this letter, Paul explained that in Christ we have access to God's"immeasurable . . . power" and"vast strength" (1:19). He is"able to do above and beyond all that we ask or think" (3:20). However, when Paul concluded this wonderful treatise, he reminded all believers of their responsibility. In order to receive God's"vast strength" (6:10), it is our task to take and use the spiritual equipment God provides (v. 11), which Paul described piece by piece (vv. 14-17). He concluded this section by underscoring the importance of praying for one another (v. 18-19). 

				We can be victorious over Satan and his evil cohorts. God has provided all that we need to be able to walk worthy of the great calling we have in the Lord Jesus Christ. While drawing on His strength, we are able to respond in obedience—another reflection of His sovereign grace.

				Reflection and Response

				Practically speaking, how do we put on the"full armor of God" (v. 11)?  (See 1Sm #13:The Power of Prayer; Neh #8: The Power of Unity.)

				

				

	

Paul's Farewell

				21 Tychicus, our dearly loved brother and faithful servantay in the Lord, will tell you all the news about me so that you may be informed. 22 I am sending him to you for this very reason, to let you know how we are and to encourage your hearts.

				23 Peace to the •brothers, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Grace be with all who have undying love for our Lord Jesus Christ. az, ba

				A Principle to Live By - God-Ordained Communication
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				#16 To experience God's blessings in our lives, we must communicate with one another. 

				Paul sent Tychicus to report to them so they would know how he was faring in prison and how he was doing in his mission to the Gentiles (v. 21). He was certain they would be encouraged by God's grace in his life, just as the Philippians were by his ability to rejoice in what God was doing through his imprisonment (Php 1:12-20).

				Following Paul's example, we must sensitively and discreetly communicate to others in our spiritual family what is happening in our lives. We are members of one another. As Paul wrote to the Corinthians,

				So if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. (1Co 12:26) 

				Reflection and Response

				How do Paul's one another injunctions help to communicate with one another and build up the body of Christ?  (See Ac #39: Relationships with One Another.)

				

				

				
					
						a1:1 Other mss omit at Ephesus

					

					
						b1:4 Or In His sight in love

					

					
						c1:10 Or dispensation ; lit house law (Gk oikonomia)

					

					
						d1:10 Lit the fulfillment of times

					

					
						e1:11 Or we also were chosen as an inheritance, or we were also made an inheritance

					

					
						f1:14 The possession could be either man's or God's

					

					
						g1:17 Or the Father of glory

					

					
						h1:17 Or you the Spirit

					

					
						i1:18 Lit the eyes of your heart

					

					
						j1:21 Lit every name named

					

					
						k1:22 Ps 8:6

					

					
						l2:2 Lit ruler of the domain of the air

					

					
						m2:2 Lit sons of disobedience

					

					
						n2:4 Lit love with which He loved us

					

					
						o2:16 Or death in Himself

					

					
						p3:5 Lit to the sons of men

					

					
						q3:12 Or through His faithfulness

					

					
						r3:14 Other mss add of our Lord Jesus Christ

					

					
						s4:2 Or tolerating

					

					
						t4:4 Lit called in one hope

					

					
						u4:8 Or He led the captives

					

					
						v4:8 Ps 68:18

					

					
						w4:9 Other mss add first

					

					
						x4:9 Or the lower parts, namely, the earth

					

					
						y4:10 Or fulfill ; Eph 1:23

					

					
						z4:19 Lit with greediness

					

					
						aa4:21-22 Or Jesus. This means: take off (as a command)

					

					
						ab4:22 Lit man ; = a person before conversion

					

					
						ac4:22-23 Or desires; renew (as a command)

					

					
						ad4:23-24 Or minds; and put on (as a command)

					

					
						ae4:25 Zch 8:16

					

					
						af4:26 Ps 4:4

					

					
						ag4:29 Lit for the building up of the need

					

					
						ah4:30 Or Spirit, by whom you were sealed

					

					
						ai4:32 Other mss read us

					

					
						aj5:3 Or be named

					

					
						ak5:6 Lit sons of disobedience

					

					
						al5:9 Other mss read fruit of the Spirit

					

					
						am5:16 Lit buying back the time

					

					
						an5:22 Other mss omit submit

					

					
						ao5:26 Or having cleansed

					

					
						ap5:30 Other mss add and of His flesh and of His bones

					

					
						aq5:31 Gn 2:24

					

					
						ar6:1 Lit parents in the Lord

					

					
						as6:2 Or is a preeminent commandment

					

					
						at6:3 Or life on the earth

					

					
						au6:2-3 Ex 20:12

					

					
						av6:5 Lit according to the flesh

					

					
						aw6:6 Lit from soul

					

					
						ax6:11 Or schemes, or tricks

					

					
						ay6:21 Or deacon

					

					
						az6:24 Other mss add Amen.

					

					
						ba6:24 Lit all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption

					

				

			

	

				Philippians

				Author: Paul

				Date of writing: a.d. 60

				

			

Introduction

				This letter is addressed to the church in Philippi in Macedonia. Paul wrote it while he was confined in prison or under house arrest in Rome. Despite his situation, Paul rejoiced and encouraged the Philippians also to experience and express joy. Paul's profound joy was based on his theology of life. Whether he had plenty of money and food or very little, whether he died in prison or lived to continue his ministry, whether he preached the gospel or somebody else did, he only wanted Christ to be glorified. This spiritual focus put everything else in perspective. Trouble based on mere material and temporal things could not discourage him. 

				Philippians teaches us principles of transcendent joy

				

				

				Paul expressed his appreciation for the Philippians' partnership in his ministry. At the very beginning of his time there, Lydia graciously invited Paul and his companions to stay at her house. Then a decade later, when Paul was in prison, the Philippians sent a generous financial gift and also sent Epaphroditus to care for his needs. Paul thanked them for their generosity and promised that God would reward them for supporting him. He promised to continue his ministry so that their spiritual rewards would increase. 

				Philippians teaches us principles of generosity and rewards

				

				

				Paul addressed the problem of disunity in the church. He exhorted the Christians in Philippi to follow the example of Christ in unselfishness, humility, and self-sacrifice. They were to manifest these qualities in love and unity. Paul himself modeled these characteristics, and he found and trained others to do the same. Today, these same attitudes and actions display Christ to the world. Non-Christians will be attracted to Jesus, and Christians will be encouraged to follow His example. 

				Philippians teaches us principles of unity that attract others to Christ

				

				

				Paul taught another lesson associated with church unity. He explained that Christians are not called to single combat; we are in this spiritual battle together. We fight side by side against a common enemy. Today we know that even if there are no other Christians physically present, as Paul may have experienced in prison in Rome, we pray for one another, supporting each other across the miles. And you can be assured that even if no Christian knows you are struggling—if no Christian is praying for you—still you are not alone. Christ will never leave you or forsake you. 

				Philippians teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in Philippians

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-2

							
								
								#1: Leadership 
Development

							
								
								To produce mature and growing churches, we must make it a priority to mentor and develop qualified leaders.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:3-8

							
								
								#2: Expressing 
Appreciation

							
								
								Spiritual leaders should express sincere appreciation to those who partner with them in the ministry.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								1:9-18

							
								
								#3: The Pure Gospel

							
								
								When evaluating various ministers and ministries, we should first of all consider what is being taught regarding the deity of Jesus Christ and how to be saved.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								1:18-26

							
								
								#4: Eternal Values

							
								
								As those who are free to worship God and communicate the gospel, we should maintain an eternal perspective.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								1:27-30

							
								
								#5: Mutual Support

							
								
								When we face various challenges in life, we are to draw our strength not only from Christ's love and mercy, but from the love we have for one another.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								2:1-8

							
								
								#6: Imitating Christ

							
								
								To live worthy of the gospel, we must live in harmony with one another, demonstrating Christ's attitudes of unselfishness, humility, and self-sacrifice.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								2:9-18

							
								
								#7: Exemplifying the Incarnation

							
								
								To demonstrate to the world who Jesus Christ is, we are to work out our salvation.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								2:19-30

							
								
								#8: Christlike Examples

							
								
								To help Christians understand and imitate Christ's attitude of unselfishness, humility, and self-sacrifice, we should expose them to spiritual leaders who model these qualities.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								3:1-9

							
								
								#9: Made Righteous 
by Faith

							
								
								To be faithful to the gospel of Jesus Christ, we must never compromise the biblical teaching that we are made righteous by faith and faith alone.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								3:10-21

							
								
								#10: Progressive 
Sanctification

							
								
								To live in a manner worthy of the gospel, we must become more and more like the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								4:1-9

							
								
								#11: Standing Firm

							
								
								No matter our circumstances in life, we are to stand firm in the Lord by being unified in our relationships, by seeking God's help though prayer, and by imitating Jesus Christ.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								4:10-17

							
								
								#12: Eternal Rewards

							
								
								Spiritual leaders whose material needs are being met by fellow Christians should serve Christ faithfully in order to add to their supporters' spiritual rewards in heaven.

							
								
								12

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Philippians

				Greeting

				1 Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus:

				To all the •saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, including the •overseers and deacons.

				2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

				A Principle to Live By - Leadership Development

				[image: Getz1310.png]

				#1 To produce mature and growing churches, we must make it a priority to mentor and develop qualified leaders. 

				This is the only letter where Paul specifically included elders/overseers and deacons in his greeting. This indicates that men and women had been equipped spiritually to occupy these important leadership roles. Though Paul did not put the qualifications for these positions in writing until later, he was very likely teaching these characteristics on his various missionary journeys.  (See 1Tm #6: A Profile for Christian Maturity; 1Tm #7: Qualified Assistants.)

				Since this was primarily a Gentile church, it's significant that men and women had become mature enough to serve in these official leadership roles. The reason is that Luke stayed in Philippi for at least eight years after Paul, Silas, and Timothy went to Macedonia and beyond (note the plural pronouns"they" and"we" in Ac 17:1 and 20:5-6). We can conclude that Paul encouraged Luke—as he did Timothy—to devote a lot of time to equipping people to become mature in Christ so they could serve in these leadership roles.  (See 2Tm #3:Mentoring Others.)

				Reflection and Response

				What happens in churches where men and women are not equipped spiritually to serve in key leadership roles?

				

				

	

Thanksgiving and Prayer

				3 I give thanks to my God for every remembrance of you,a4 always praying with joy for all of you in my every prayer, 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.6 I am sure of this, that He who started a good work in youb will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 7 It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because I have you in my heart,c and you are all partners with me in grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and establishment of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how deeply I miss all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 

				A Principle to Live By - Expressing Appreciation
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				#2 Spiritual leaders should express sincere appreciation to those who partner with them in the ministry. 

				One of Paul's main reasons for writing this letter was to let the Philippians know how often he thanked God for their"partnership in the gospel," which began the first day of his ministry among them (v. 5).

				Shortly after Paul and his fellow missionaries Silas, Timothy, and Luke arrived in Philippi, they heard about a Sabbath day prayer session. Lydia was an affluent Gentile woman—"a dealer in purple cloth"—who was among a group of women who had gathered to pray. She and her whole household responded to the gospel, and she immediately opened her home to these four missionaries (Ac 16:14-15).

				This was just the beginning of a deep, loving partnership between the Philippian church and Paul. They often sent gifts of money to care for his needs. When Paul used the words"until now" (Php 1:5), he was under house arrest in Rome, and as he closed out this letter, he thanked them once again for meeting his needs with their gifts of love (4:14-16).

				Reflection and Response

				Without showing favoritism, in what practical ways can we show appreciation to those who are generous with their time, talents, and material possessions?  (See Ac #8:Generosity.)

				

				9 And I pray this: that your love will keep on growing in knowledge and every kind of discernment, 10 so that you can approve the things that are superior and can be pure and blameless ind the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ to the glory and praise of God.  (See Col #3:Model Prayers.)

				

	

Advance of the Gospel

				12 Now I want you to know, •brothers, that what has happened to me has actually resulted in the advance of the gospel,13 so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard,e and to everyone else, that my imprisonment is in the cause of Christ. 14 Most of the brothers in the Lord have gained confidence from my imprisonment and dare even more to speak the message f fearlessly. 15 To be sure, some preach Christ out of envy and strife, but others out of good will.16 These do so out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel; 17 the others proclaim Christ out of rivalry, not sincerely, seeking to cause me anxiety in my imprisonment.g18 What does it matter? Just that in every way, whether out of false motives or true, Christ is proclaimed. And in this I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice 

				A Principle to Live By - The Pure Gospel
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				#3 When evaluating various ministers and ministries, we should first of all consider what is being taught regarding the deity of Jesus Christ and how to be saved. 

				We are not told who these people were who were proclaiming the message of Jesus Christ with"false motives" (v. 18) or in what way it caused trouble for Paul in his imprisonment. However, Paul would not be rejoicing if they were proclaiming a false gospel. He focused on the cross (1Co 2:2) and had no tolerance for those who insisted on works (Gl 
1:6-8). The true gospel is that we are saved"by grace through faith" apart from any good works (Eph 2:8-9).  (See Gl #1:God's Free Gift.)

				Though the bizarre and contradictory behavior of these so-called Christians caused Paul pain, he believed that his overall prison experience was a part of God's design. Many were emboldened by his own witness for Christ in the midst of his suffering and were sharing the gospel. Though some had false motives, the important issue for Paul was that Christ was being proclaimed as the Messiah and Savior (Ac 28:30-31). If these individuals had denied that Jesus Christ was"the Word" who"became flesh," he would certainly have joined the apostle John in rejecting their message (Jn 1:1,14).  (See 2Jn #2:Rejecting False Teaching.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though certain ministers and ministries may agree on Christ's deity, what false teachings might be grounds for withdrawing verbal and financial support?

				

				19 because I know this will lead to my deliveranceh through your prayers and help from the Spirit of Jesus Christ.20 My eager expectation and hope is that I will not be ashamed about anything, but that now as always, with all boldness, Christ will be highly honored in my body, whether by life or by death.

				

	

Living Is Christ

				21 For me, living is Christ and dying is gain.22 Now if I live on in the flesh, this means fruitful work for me; and I don't know which one I should choose. 23 I am pressured by both. I have the desire to depart and be with Christ — which is far better — 24 but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25 Since I am persuaded of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith,26 so that, because of me, your confidence may grow in Christ Jesus when I come to you again.

				A Principle to Live By - Eternal Values

				[image: Getz1313.png]

				#4 As those who are free to worship God and communicate the gospel, we should maintain an eternal perspective. 

				Most Christians who live in a free society cannot identify with Paul's dilemma or his perspective on life. While in prison, he did not know if he would live or die (v. 20). However, he knew with certainty that he would experience deliverance either way. If he were released from prison, he would be able to continue to proclaim the gospel and encourage believers to"grow in Christ Jesus" (v. 26). If he were executed, he knew that he would"be with Christ—which," he said,"is far better" (v. 23). 

				As Paul faced this uncertainty in his life, perhaps he was reflecting on the words of the psalmist:"For He will give His angels orders . . . to protect you in all your ways" (Ps 91:11). Or he may have been thinking about those three brave Hebrews who refused to bow down to Nebuchadnezzar's gold statue.  (See Ps #87:God's Protection.)

				The majority of Christians in today's world do not face the prospect of martyrdom or even the various kinds of persecution the Philippians faced (Php 1:29-30). This, of course, is a great blessing since it's God's will that we be able to"lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity" (1Tm 2:2). However, we must not lose our perspective on why we are on this earth: to be"salt" and"light" in this world (Mt 5:13-14).  (See 1Tm #4:Prayer for Government Leaders.)

				Reflection and Response

				If we are living in an environment that is relatively free from persecution, what specific steps can we take to help us keep our eternal focus? 

				

				27 Just one thing: Live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or am absent, I will hear about you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind,i working side by side for the faith that comes from the gospel, 28 not being frightened in any way by your opponents. This is a sign of destruction for them, but of your deliverance — and this is from God. 29 For it has been given to you on Christ's behalf not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for Him, 30 having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I have.

				A Principle to Live By - Mutual Support

				[image: Getz1314.png]

				#5 When we face various challenges in life, we are to draw our strength not only from Christ's love and mercy, but from the love we have for one another. 

				God does not ask any of us to face resistance and persecution alone. We are to be one body in Christ."Standing firm in one spirit" is a military metaphor demonstrating the defensive stance against evil, and"working side by side" is an athletic metaphor illustrating how we are to take the offensive as a unified team (v. 27). In both cases Paul emphasized that we should avoid individual competition against Satan and those who hate the gospel of Christ. We are in this struggle together, functioning as if we are one. 

				This was true in Paul's life. Although he was incarcerated and unable to have regular fellowship with other believers, he knew that he did not face his persecutors alone. He was supported and prayed for by the Philippians, even though they were miles away (1:19). Furthermore, they had sent Epaphroditus to minister to him (2:25). 

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can we use various modern means of communication to encourage Christians who may feel isolated from a functioning body of believers?

				

				

	

Christian Humility

				2 If then there is any encouragement in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any affection and mercy,2 fulfill my joy by thinking the same way, having the same love, sharing the same feelings, focusing on one goal. 3 Do nothing out of rivalry or conceit, but in humility consider others as more important than yourselves. 4 Everyone should look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.

				

	

Christ's Humility and Exaltation

				5 Make your own attitude that of Christ Jesus,

				

				6 who, existing in the form of God,

				did not consider equality with God

				as something to be used for His own advantage.j

				7 Instead He emptied Himself

				by assuming the form of a •slave,

				taking on the likeness of men.

				And when He had come as a man

				in His external form,

				8 He humbled Himself by becoming obedient

				to the point of death —

				even to death on a cross.

				A Principle to Live By - Imitating Christ

				[image: Getz1315.png]

				#6 To live worthy of the gospel, we must live in harmony with one another, demonstrating Christ's attitudes of unselfishness, humility, and self-sacrifice.

				Throughout this section of his letter, Paul expressed his deep concern that the Philippians not be defeated by those who opposed their faith. They must stand together and work side by side (1:27), not allowing"rivalry or conceit" to dictate their attitudes and actions. Individuals must not focus on themselves but on the needs of others (2:3-4). 

				Next comes one of the most profound passages in the whole Bible (vv. 5-8). It is a great experience to study carefully all that this passage means theologically since it describes Christ's attitude when He"became flesh and took up residence among us" (Jn 1:14). 

				Even so, the simple and practical truth is, just as Christ demonstrated remarkable unselfishness and humility in His willingness to give up His heavenly position to occupy an earthly position and then to die for the sins of the world, so also the Philippians were to imitate these attitudes and actions toward one another (Php 2:5). If they did, they would be able to stand firm as one body in Jesus Christ and experience"deliverance" (1:19,28). Each one of them would be able to say with Paul,

				My eager expectation and hope is that I will not be ashamed about anything, but that now as always, with all boldness, Christ will be highly honored in my body, whether by life or by death. (Php 1:20) 

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can we imitate Christ's example in our day-to-day relationships with both Christians and non-Christians?

				

				9 For this reason God highly exalted Him

				and gave Him the name

				that is above every name,

				10 so that at the name of Jesus

				every knee will bow —

				of those who are in heaven and on earth

				and under the earth —

				11 and every tongue should confess

				that Jesus Christ is Lord,k

				to the glory of God the Father.  (See Ps #104: Our Messianic King; Ezk #19: Honoring God's Name.)

				

	

Lights in the World

				12 So then, my dear friends, just as you have always obeyed, not only in my presence, but now even more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 13 For it is God who is working in you, enabling you both to desire and to work out His good purpose. 14 Do everything without grumbling and arguing,15 so that you may be blameless and pure, children of God who are faultless in a crooked and perverted generation, among whom you shine like stars in the world. 16 Hold firmly tol the message of life. Then I can boast in the day of Christ that I didn't run or labor for nothing. 17 But even if I am poured out as a •drink offering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you. 18 In the same way you should also be glad and rejoice with me.

				A Principle to Live By - Exemplifying the Incarnation

				#7 To demonstrate to the world who Jesus Christ is, we are to work out our salvation. 

				[image: Getz1316.png]

				To"work out" our"salvation" (v. 12) does not mean to work for our salvation. That would not be possible: we are saved"by grace through faith" (Eph 2:8-9). However, we are"created in Christ Jesus for good works" (Eph 2:10). This is why Paul exhorted the Philippians to walk"worthy" of their divine calling (Php 1:27; cp. Eph 4:1).  (See Eph #8:Walking Worthy.)

				Even though their salvation had been"sealed" (Eph 1:13), they were to reflect godly"fear" 
(respect; Php 2:12). Though"trembling" might be hyperbole, we are always to remember how incredible and awesome it is to be able to enter into the very presence of our Holy God (Heb 4:14-16).  (See Dt #10:Godly Fear.)

				Paul exhorted these believers to"do everything without grumbling and arguing" (Php 2:14). If they loved one another as Christ loved them, they would be able to"shine like stars in the world" (v. 15). Amid the darkness of fighting and hatred, their unity and love would stand out as light. This is what the Savior prayed for before He gave His life for the sins of the world.  (See Jn #33:The Results of Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Peter's instructions in his first Epistle relate to what Paul wrote to the Philippians in this paragraph?  (See 1Pt #9:Corporate Witness.)

				

				

	

Timothy and Epaphroditus

				19 Now I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon so that I also may be encouraged when I hear news about you. 20 For I have no one else like-minded who will genuinely care about your interests; 21 all seek their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you know his proven character, because he has served with me in the gospel ministry like a son with a father. 23 Therefore, I hope to send him as soon as I see how things go with me. 24 I am convinced in the Lord that I myself will also come quickly.

				25 But I considered it necessary to send you Epaphroditus — my brother, coworker, and fellow soldier, as well as your messenger and minister to my need — 26 since he has been longing for all of you and was distressed because you heard that he was sick. 27 Indeed, he was so sick that he nearly died. However, God had mercy on him, and not only on him but also on me, so that I would not have one grief on top of another. 28 For this reason, I am very eager to send him so that you may rejoice when you see him again and I may be less anxious. 29 Therefore, welcome him in the Lord with all joy and hold men like him in honor, 30 because he came close to death for the work of Christ, risking his life to make up what was lacking in your ministry to me.

				A Principle to Live By - Christlike Examples
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				#8 To help Christians understand and imitate Christ's attitude of unselfishness, humility, and self-
sacrifice, we should expose them to spiritual leaders who model these qualities. 

				After exhorting the Philippians to have the same attitude as Christ Jesus (v. 5), he informed them that he was hoping to send Timothy to visit them. The reason Paul gave for sending him was that he genuinely embodied the qualities he had just exhorted the Philippians to practice with one another. Timothy would genuinely care about their interests, not his own. He would model Christ's attitude (v. 20).

				Paul was not certain when Timothy could visit them, so he was sending Epaphroditus immediately. Though he seems to have been a pastor in the Philippian church, he had also become Paul's dear and beloved"brother, coworker, and fellow soldier" (v. 25). Paul told them that their personal"messenger" was so dedicated to them and to Paul that he nearly died delivering their gift (vv. 25-27), demonstrating the"attitude . . . of Christ Jesus" who gave His life on the cross (v. 5).

				By sending Epaphroditus back earlier than planned, Paul was exemplifying unselfishness. Though this dear brother had become a very close companion and support person, Paul released him to return to the Philippians. Paul put their interests above his own. He was saying with his actions what he wrote to the Corinthians:"Imitate me, as I also imitate Christ" (1Co 11:1). 

				Reflection and Response

				Why are godly models like Timothy, Epaphroditus, and Paul so effective in communicating biblical truth?  (See 1Th #2:Mature Leaders.)

				

				

	

Knowing Christ

				3 Finally, my •brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write to you again about this is no trouble for me and is a protection for you.

				2 Watch out for"dogs," watch out for evil workers, watch out for those who mutilate the flesh. 3 For we are the circumcision, the ones who serve by the Spirit of God, boast in Christ Jesus, and do not put confidence in the flesh — 4 although I once also had confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he has grounds for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised the eighth day; of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; regarding the law, a •Pharisee; 6 regarding zeal, persecuting the church; regarding the righteousness that is in the law, blameless.

				7 But everything that was a gain to me, I have considered to be a loss because of Christ. 8 More than that, I also consider everything to be a loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. Because of Him I have suffered the loss of all things and consider them filth, so that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own from the law, but one that is through faith in Christm — the righteousness from God based on faith.

				A Principle to Live By - Made Righteous by Faith

				[image: Getz1318.png]

				#9 To be faithful to the gospel of Jesus Christ, we must never compromise the biblical teaching that we are made righteous by faith and faith alone.  (See Gl #5:Justification by Faith.)

				Paul often encountered Jewish teachers who taught that Gentiles must be circumcised in order to be acceptable to God. Though this did not yet seem to be a serious problem in the church at Philippi, Paul anticipated it could happen. In many respects, Paul's confrontational tone in this section of his letter sounds much like his intense communication in Galatians (Gl 1:6-9). He had no tolerance for this false teaching that literally destroyed"households" (Ti 1:10-13).  (See Ti #4:Bold Confrontation.)

				Because of Paul's own experience, he understood the mind-set of those Judaizers who were tearing churches apart like vicious dogs. At one time, he too was"a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an arrogant man" (1Tm 1:13-15). Consequently, he was being proactive with the Philippians and warning them about these divisive and hypocritical religious leaders. 

				Reflection and Response

				Though Paul at times took a very confrontational approach when dealing with false teachers, how did he encourage Timothy to initially extend grace and gentleness?  (See 2Tm #7:Able to Teach.)

				

				10 My goal is to know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death,11 assuming that I will somehow reach the resurrection from among the dead.

				

	

Reaching Forward to God's Goal

				12 Not that I have already reached the goal or am already fully mature, but I make every effort to take hold of it because I also have been taken hold of by Christ Jesus. 13 Brothers, I do not n consider myself to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and reaching forward to what is ahead, 14 I pursue as my goal the prize promised by God's heavenlyo call in Christ Jesus. 15 Therefore, all who are mature should think this way. And if you think differently about anything, God will reveal this also to you. 16 In any case, we should live up to whatever truth we have attained. 17 Join in imitating me, brothers, and observe those who live according to the example you have in us. 18 For I have often told you, and now say again with tears, that many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction; their god is their stomach; their glory is in their shame. They are focused on earthly things, 20 but our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 21 He will transform the body of our humble condition into the likeness of His glorious body, by the power that enables Him to subject everything to Himself.

				A Principle to Live By - Progressive Sanctification
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				#10 To live in a manner worthy of the gospel, we must become more and more like the Lord Jesus Christ.  (See Lv #7:A Living Sacrifice.)

				After penning some very harsh words regarding the false teachers who were promoting works as being necessary to inherit eternal life, Paul quickly and humbly confessed that he was still growing in his own faith. Utilizing another athletic metaphor, he ran his race with his eyes on the goal—to become like Christ.

				It's important to note that the"prize" (v. 14) was already guaranteed. Paul had already received eternal life through faith and had been"sealed with the promised Holy Spirit" (Eph 1:13-14). Furthermore, he was looking forward to that moment when, with him, the Philippians would all receive glorified bodies at the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ (Php 3:20-21).  (See 1Co #31:Resurrected Bodies.)

				Reflection and Response

				In terms of becoming fully mature in Christ, why is it important for all believers to balance God's enabling grace and power with our human responsibility?  (See Eph #10:Walking in Newness of Life.)

				

				

	

Practical Counsel

				4 So then, my •brothers, you are dearly loved  and longed for — my joy and crown. In this manner stand firm in the Lord, dear friends. 2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to agree in the Lord. 3 Yes, I also ask you, true partner,p to help these women who have contended for the gospel at my side, along with Clement and the rest of my coworkers whose names are in the book of life. 4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your graciousness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Don't worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses every thought, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

				8 Finally brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable — if there is any moral excellence and if there is any praise — dwell on these things. 9 Do what you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

				A Principle to Live By - Standing Firm
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				#11 No matter our circumstances in life, we are to stand firm in the Lord by being unified in our relationships, by seeking God's help though prayer, and by imitating Jesus Christ. 

				Paul's exhortation to"stand firm in the Lord" (v. 1) introduces some additional exhortations, all of which are all related to concerns he has written about earlier in this letter. 

				First, he addressed two women by name, encouraging them to agree"in the Lord" 
(v. 2). These two women, who had faithfully"contended for the gospel" at Paul's side, were engaged in an inappropriate disagreement. This specific exhortation is related to his general exhortation to stand"firm in one spirit, with one mind, working side by side" (1:27). 
(Review Php #5: Mutual Support.)

				Second, in order to stand firm, these believers would need to seek supernatural help through prayer, allowing God to give them peace in their hearts. Paul was probably referring to the intense anxiety caused by the persecution they were facing. Paul could certainly identify with their feelings, and he wanted them to experience God's sustaining grace just as he was experiencing this help in prison. Later, Paul wrote,"I am able to do all things through Him who strengthens me" (4:13). 

				Third, Paul wanted these believers to continue to follow his example and obey the Word of God (2:12). Paul lived his own life in such a way that he could write to them the same kind of appeal he wrote to the Corinthians,"Imitate me, as I also imitate Christ" (1Co 11:1). If they imitated Paul's example of following Christ, they would be able to stand firm just as he was doing in the Roman prison. 

				Reflection and Response

				Of these three exhortations, which one challenges you the most?

				

				

	

Appreciation of Support

				10 I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that once again you renewed your care for me. You were, in fact, concerned about me but lacked the opportunity to show it. 11 I don't say this out of need, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am. 12 I know both how to have a little, and I know how to have a lot. In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being content — whether well fed or hungry, whether in abundance or in need. 13 I am able to do all things through Him q who strengthens me. 14 Still, you did well by sharing with me in my hardship.

				15 And you Philippians know that in the early days of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving except you alone. 16 For even in Thessalonica you sent gifts for my need several times. 17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the profitr that is increasing to your account. 

				A Principle to Live By - Eternal Rewards
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				#12 Spiritual leaders whose material needs are being met by fellow Christians should serve Christ faithfully in order to add to their supporters' spiritual rewards in heaven. 

				One of Paul's main purposes in writing this letter was to express his deep gratitude to the Philippians for caring for his personal needs. This process began the very first day, when Lydia became a believer and invited him and his fellow missionaries to stay in her home. As the church grew in numbers and spiritually, these believers became a supporting church.  (Review Php #2: Expressing Appreciation.)

				As Paul concluded this letter, he once again thanked them for their partnership in the gospel, but he wanted them to know that what was most important to him was to"seek the profit that [was] increasing to [their] account" (4:17). Here Paul used key words that were used in the Roman Empire to describe lending institutions and the accumulation of interest. In essence, Paul was saying metaphorically,"My foremost desire is to use your investment in my ministry so that I might build your bank account in heaven." The lesson for all spiritual leaders is that they should earnestly desire to accumulate eternal spiritual rewards for those who invest financially in their lives and ministries.  (See 1Co #20:Demonstrating Pure Motives.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do Paul's motives once again demonstrate his desire to practice what he is teaching? (See 2:4.)

				

				18 But I have received everything in full, and I have an abundance. I am fully supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you provided — a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. 19 And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20 Now to our God and Father be glory forever and ever. •Amen. (See 2Co #16:Guidelines for Generosity.)

				

	

Final Greetings

				21 Greet every •saint in Christ Jesus. Those brothers who are with me greet you. 22 All the saints greet you, but especially those from Caesar's household. 23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. s

				

				
					
						a1:3 Or for your every remembrance of me

					

					
						b1:6 Or work among you

					

					
						c1:7 Or because you have me in your heart

					

					
						d1:10 Or until

					

					
						e1:13 Lit praetorium, a Lat word that can also refer to a military headquarters, to the governor's palace, or to Herod's palace.
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						g1:17 Lit sincerely, intending to raise tribulation to my bonds
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						r4:17 Lit fruit

					

					
						s4:23 Other mss add Amen.
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				Author: Paul

				Date of writing: a.d. 60

				

			

Introduction

				While in prison in Rome, Paul wrote to the church in Colossae. There is no record of Paul having visited this church. It was probably planted by Epaphras, who like Paul was a faithful worker and a slave of Christ. Epaphras had reported that some people in Colossae were beginning to teach false doctrine, so Paul wrote this letter to counteract them. He opposed the heresy by pointing the Colossians to Jesus Christ, the Son of God, their Savior. Today, if we rigorously focus on Christ, diligently learn from Scripture who He really is, and faithfully meditate on what He has done for us, we will not be susceptible to false teachers. 

				Colossians teaches us principles of combating heresy 

				

				

				Even though Paul held the distinguished title of apostle, he valued his team. He mentioned that Timothy was with him in Rome, and in his parting greetings he mentioned eight other fellow workers. Coworkers offer advice, assistance, accountability, and intercession. Today, every servant of Christ should take advantage of the benefits of teamwork, whether it's a ministry team at church, a mission team on the field, or a family in their neighborhood. And every leader should express appreciation for the work of team members.

				Colossians teaches us principles of spiritual teamwork

				

				

				Paul began each of his three Prison Epistles with a prayer. He couldn't travel and visit the churches, but he did tell the members of each church that he was praying for them, and he outlined precisely how he was praying for them. Today, this can serve as a model for our prayer ministry as leaders and for our fellowship with one another. We might list the topics that Paul covered in his prayers and pray the same for those we love, or we could read Paul's prayers out loud and insert the names of our fellow Christians. Then we can communicate with them personally, telling them that we prayed for them today. 

				Colossians teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in colossians

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle
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								1:1-2

							
								
								#1: Team Ministry

							
								
								All spiritual leaders should endeavor to implement the team ministry model illustrated so often in Scripture.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:3-8

							
								
								#2: Reflections of Maturity

							
								
								Spiritual leaders' primary goal should always be to produce local churches that reflect faith, hope, and love.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								1:9-14

							
								
								#3: Model Prayers

							
								
								We should consider how to use Paul's inspired pastoral prayers creatively as we pray for one another.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								1:15-20

							
								
								#4: Putting Christ First

							
								
								To walk in God's will, Jesus Christ must always be the central focus in our personal and corporate lives.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								1:24–2:3

							
								
								#5: Our Indebtedness

							
								
								We must never take for granted what others suffered in order to bring the gospel to us.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								2:4-23

							
								
								#6: Growth in Biblical Truth

							
								
								We should become more and more grounded in God's message of salvation and sanctification so that we will not be led astray by false teaching.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								3:5-13

							
								
								#7: Reflecting Our 
Position in Christ

							
								
								When we are saved, we are to demonstrate spiritually, morally, and ethically who we are in Christ.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								3:14–4:1

							
								
								#8: Mutual Instruction

							
								
								All Christians are to practice reciprocal instruction without violating the roles God has established within marital and family relationships.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								4:2-6

							
								
								#9: Prayer and 
Evangelism

							
								
								As members of Christ's body, all of us should take seriously our individual responsibility to communicate the salvation message. 

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								4:7-18

							
								
								#10: Public Appreciation

							
								
								As spiritual leaders, we should take advantage of opportunities to appropriately acknowledge and thank those who are members of our team.

							
								
								10

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Colossians

				Greeting

				1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by God's will, and Timothy oura brother:

				

				2 To the •saints in Christ at Colossae, who are faithful •brothers.

				Grace to you and peace from God our Father. b

				A Principle to Live By - Team Ministry

				[image: Getz1322.png]

				#1 All spiritual leaders should endeavor to implement the team ministry model illustrated so often in Scripture. 

				Paul demonstrated a team ministry approach as he wrote this letter to the Colossians. In six of his letters, he included Timothy—not as a co-author but as a co-sender
—and in the letter to the Thessalonians, he also included Silas (2Co 1:1; Php 1:1; Phm 1; 1Th 1:1; 2Th 1:1). 

				From the time Paul began his missionary journeys, he traveled and ministered with a team. Though he functioned as the primary leader, he drew spiritual and emotional strength from his companions. Furthermore, when he and his fellow missionaries established churches, they appointed spiritual leaders who could serve together in these communities of faith (Ac 14:21-23).  (See Ac #27:Qualified Spiritual Leaders.)

				Reflection and Response

				What makes a ministry team effective, and what are some of the practical benefits of being part of a successful ministry team?

				

				

	

Thanksgiving

				3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the saints 5 because of the hope reserved for you in heaven. You have already heard about this hope in the message of truth, the gospel 6 that has come to you. It is bearing fruit and growing all over the world, just as it has among you since the day you heard it and recognized God's grace in the truth.c 7 You learned this from Epaphras, our dearly loved fellow •slave. He is a faithful servant of the •Messiah on your d behalf, 8 and he has told us about your love in the Spirit.

				A Principle to Live By - Reflections of Maturity
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				#2 Spiritual leaders' primary goal should always be to produce local churches that reflect faith, hope, and love. 

				This principle is illustrated in many of Paul's letters. It's often possible to determine both the strengths and the weaknesses in various churches by the way these concepts appear. For example, the Corinthians were a very immature church, which explains why Paul did not mention these qualities (1Co 1:4-7). However, he was very pleased with the spiritual growth in the Thessalonian church when he thanked God for their"work of faith, labor of love, and endurance of hope" (1Th 1:3).  (See 1Co #28:Measuring Corporate Maturity; 1Th #1: Models of Maturity.) When Paul wrote Ephesians—a circular letter—he was thankful for faith and love but was deeply concerned that these believers develop their hope in Christ (Eph 1:17-19).  (See Eph #3: Measuring Corporate Maturity.)

				Epaphras had probably founded the church in Colossae and perhaps the neighboring churches in Laodicea and Hierapolis (Col 4:12-13). He had done a commendable job of establishing these believers in biblical truth. Not only were they reflecting faith, hope, and love, but Paul commended them for pursuing the"greatest of these"—their"love in the Spirit" (1:8; 1Co 13:13). 

				

				No New Testament author ever thanked God for numerical growth in local churches. Though they were certainly encouraged when"the Lord added" people to the church (Ac 2:47), this happened when Christians were growing spiritually.  (See Ac #5:Three Vital Experiences.)

				Reflection and Response

				What can happen in a church when quantitative growth takes precedence over qualitative growth?

				

				

	

Prayer for Spiritual Growth

				9 For this reason also, since the day we heard this, we haven't stopped praying for you. We are asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding,e10 so that you may •walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him, bearing fruit in every good work and growing in the knowledge of God.11 May you be strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for all endurance and patience, with joy 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you f to share in the saints'g inheritance in the light.13 He has rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son He loves.14 We have •redemption, h the forgiveness of sins, in Him.

				A Principle to Live By - Model Prayers

				[image: Getz1324.png]

				#3 We should consider how to use Paul's inspired pastoral prayers creatively as we pray for one another. 

				Paul's prayers in his three Prison Epistles (Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians) serve as model prayers, not only for pastoral leaders, but also for all believers in the body of Christ. Though he expressed his requests specifically and creatively as he addressed the Lord on behalf of each audience, all three prayers had certain common elements. The first one, maturity, is gained by means of the next two.

				1.	Maturity in Christ:"So that you may walk worthy of the Lord . . . bearing fruit in every good work and growing in the knowledge of God" (v. 10; cp. Eph 3:17b-19; Php 1:9-11). 

				2.	Supernatural Wisdom:"We are asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding" (Col 1:9; cp. Eph 1:17; Php 1:9).

				3.	Supernatural Power:"May you be strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might" (Col 1:11; cp. Eph 3:16).  (See Eph #7:Experiencing God's Power.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what wonderful way is the entire New Testament an answer to Paul's prayer for wisdom and spiritual understanding?  (See Jn #29:The Spirit of Truth.)

				

				

	

The Centrality of Christ

				15 He is the image of the invisible God,

				the firstborn over all creation.

				16 For everything was created by Him,

				in heaven and on earth,

				the visible and the invisible,

				whether thrones or dominions

				or rulers or authorities —

				all things have been created through Him and for Him.

				17 He is before all things,

				and by Him all things hold together.

				

				18 He is also the head of the body, the church;

				He is the beginning,

				the firstborn from the dead,

				so that He might come to have

				first place in everything.

				19 For God was pleased to have

				all His fullness dwell in Him,

				20 and through Him to reconcile

				everything to Himself

				by making peace

				through the blood of His cross i —

				whether things on earth or things in heaven.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Putting Christ First

				[image: Getz1325.png]

				#4 To walk in God's will, Jesus Christ must always be the central focus in our personal and corporate lives. 

				When Paul wrote that Jesus Christ is"the firstborn over all creation" (v. 15), he was not saying that the Savior had a beginning. When the universe was created, Jesus Christ already existed. When the beginning began,"He was with God" and"all things were created through Him" (Jn 1:2-3). Speaking metaphorically, Paul was implying that because Jesus is the only Son of God, He is entitled to all the special privileges of a firstborn son.  (See Jn #2:The Deity of Christ.)

				When Paul wrote that Christ is also"the firstborn from the dead" (Col 1:18), he was referring to Jesus' resurrection as the forerunner for all true believers. As a man, Jesus suffered and died on the cross, only to be raised from the dead, and He promised,"Because I live, you will live too" (Jn 14:19).

				When sin entered the world, it negatively impacted all creation (Rm 8:22-23). God held all things together through Christ in spite of the pervasive imperfections in the universe, including humankind. However, when Christ died and shed His blood, His plan involved reconciling everything to Himself—"whether things on earth or things in heaven" (Col 1:20). This supernatural plan will eventually be fulfilled in every detail when all true believers receive new glorified bodies and God in Christ creates"a new heaven and a new earth" (Rv 21:1).  (See Rv #35:The Process of Renewal.)

				Reflection and Response

				When Paul wrote that someday,"at the name of Jesus every knee will bow," how should this impact all people today who have experienced new life through Christ (Php 2:9-11)?  (See Rm #21:Christ-Centered Worship.)

				

				21 Once you were alienated and hostile in your minds because of your evil actions. 22 But now He has reconciled you by His physical body through His death, to present you holy, faultless, and blameless before Him — 23 if indeed you remain grounded and steadfast in the faith and are not shifted away from the hope of the gospel that you heard. This gospel has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and I, Paul, have become a servant of it.  (See Eph #6:Servants of the Gospel.)

				

	

Paul's Ministry

				24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for you, and I am completing in my flesh what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for His body, that is, the church. 25 I have become its servant, according to God's administration that was given to me for you, to make God's message fully known, 26 the •mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to His saints. 27 God wanted to make known among the Gentiles the glorious wealth of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 We proclaim Him, warning and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 29 I labor for this, striving with His strength that works powerfully in me.

				2 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you, for those in Laodicea, and for all who have not seen me in person. 2 I want their hearts to be encouraged and joined together in love, so that they may have all the riches of assured understanding and have the knowledge of God's •mystery — Christ. j3 All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden in Him.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Indebtedness
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				#5 We must never take for granted what others suffered in order to bring the gospel to us.

				God called Paul to be an apostle to the Gentiles. With that calling came suffering (Ac 9:15). Paul was persecuted again and again, and now as he wrote this letter, he continued to suffer as a prisoner in Rome. However, he was rejoicing since he knew he was fulfilling his divine calling and actually representing the Savior who suffered so that all people—both Jews and Gentiles—might receive the gift of life promised to all who receive Christ (Jn 1:11-12; Php 1:12-18).  (See Php #3:The Pure Gospel.)

				Paul was not teaching that his salvation was based on whether or not he suffered enough. This would contradict the message he proclaimed consistently that we are saved by grace through faith (Eph 2:8-9). Rather, he was rejoicing that he could serve Christ by offering his body to Christ as a living sacrifice, which in his case involved many very painful experiences. In view of God's grace in saving him, Paul always considered it an honor to suffer for Christ (1Tm 1:15-16).  (See 2Tm #10:Being Faithful.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though most Christians are not called upon to endure the same kind of suffering Paul experienced, how should his attitude impact all of us who claim to be disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ?

				

				

	

Christ versus the Colossian Heresy

				4 I am saying this so that no one will deceive you with persuasive arguments. 5 For I may be absent in body, but I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see how well ordered you are and the strength of your faith in Christ.

				6 Therefore, as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, •walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, overflowing with gratitude.  (See Eph #8:Walking Worthy.)

				8 Be careful that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit based on human tradition, based on the elemental forces of the world, and not based on Christ. 9 For the entire fullness of God's naturek dwells bodilyl in Christ, 10 and you have been filled by Him, who is the head over every ruler and authority. 11 You were also circumcised in Him with a circumcision not done with hands, by putting off the body of flesh, in the circumcision of the •Messiah. 12 Having been buried with Him in baptism, you were also raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And when you were dead in trespasses and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive with Him and forgave us all our trespasses. 14 He erased the certificate of debt, with its obligations, that was against us and opposed to us, and has taken it out of the way by nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and disgraced them publicly; He triumphed over them by Him.m  (See Eph #4:God's Gift.)

				16 Therefore, don't let anyone judge you in regard to food and drink or in the matter of a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day.n 17 These are a shadow of what was to come; the substance iso the Messiah. 18 Let no one disqualify you,p insisting on ascetic practices and the worship of angels, claiming access to a visionary realm and inflated without cause by his unspiritualq mind. 19 He doesn't hold on to the head, from whom the whole body, nourished and held together by its ligaments and tendons, develops with growth from God.

				20 If you died with the Messiah to the elemental forces of this world, why do you live as if you still belonged to the world? Why do you submit to regulations: 21 "Don't handle, don't taste, don't touch"? 22 All these regulations refer to what is destroyed by being used up; they are commands and doctrines of men. 23 Although these have a reputation of wisdom by promoting ascetic practices, humility, and severe treatment of the body, they are not of any value in curbing self-indulgence.r

				A Principle to Live By - Growth in Biblical Truth
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				#6 We should become more and more grounded in God's message of salvation and sanctification so that we will not be led astray by false teaching. 

				Some Bible students have concluded that the Colossians were dabbling in some form of hedonistic philosophy or gnostic mystery religion involving mysterious"elemental forces" and special knowledge (vv. 8,18). 

				However, it seems more logical that some false Jewish teachers were attempting to convince them that salvation was based on more than grace through faith. Paul mentioned the Jewish themes of circumcision (v. 11), food, drink, festivals, seasons ("a new moon"), and the Sabbath day (v. 16). Also, Jewish resistance to the gospel was pervasive throughout the Roman world (Ac 13:45,50; 14:2,19; 17:5,13; 18:4,12,19; 20:3).  (See Gl #1:God's Free Gift.)

				Regardless of the specific nature of the false teaching, Paul indicated that most of the Colossian believers had not yet succumbed to these erroneous doctrines (Col 1:3-5). He was, however, very concerned, and he encouraged them to be on guard so that they would remain true to what they had been taught and would continue to grow in their Christian faith.  (Review Col #2: Reflections of Maturity)

				Reflection and Response

				What influences and trends are there in both our secular and our religious cultures today that are eroding biblical truths, even among Bible-believing Christians?

				

				

	

The Life of the New Man

				3 So if you have been raised with the •Messiah, seek what is above, where the Messiah is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on what is above, not on what is on the earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with the Messiah in God. 4 When the Messiah, who is your s life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.  (See Heb #18:Focusing on Christ.)

				5 Therefore, put to death what belongs to your worldly nature:t sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desire, and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, God's wrath comes on the disobedient, u 7 and you once •walked in these things when you were living in them. 8 But now you must also put away all the following: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and filthy language from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old selfv with its practices 10 and have put on the new self. You are being renewed in knowledge according to the image of yourw Creator. 11 In Christx there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, •slave and free; but Christ is all and in all.  (See Gl #6:Unity in Christ.)

				

	

The Christian Life

				12 Therefore, God's chosen ones, holy and loved, put on heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience,13 accepting one another and forgiving one another if anyone has a complaint against another. Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must also forgive. 

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Reflecting Our Position in Christ
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				#7 When we are saved, we are to demonstrate spiritually, morally, and ethically who we are in 
Christ. 

				Becoming like Christ is a process, even though God sees us as already"glorified" (Rm 8:29-30). First, the time it takes to"put to death" such things as immorality and greed certainly depends on how deeply rooted they have become in our lives (Col 3:5). Obviously, most children who come to Christ protected in Christian homes normally do not have the same struggles as those who grow up in environments where everything is sexualized and anger has become a way of life. 

				A second factor that affects the rate of spiritual growth is our spiritual environment. We all need three ongoing experiences to renew our hearts and minds and to"be transformed" into people who reflect the life of the Lord Jesus (Rm 12:1-2):

				1.	vital learning experiences with the Word of God, 

				2.	vital relational experiences with God and one another, and 

				3.	vital witnessing experiences with the unsaved world. (See Ac #5:Three Vital Experiences.)

				Reflection and Response

				In your experience, what have you observed to be the most significant factors leading to spiritual growth?

				

				

				

				14 Above all, put on love — the perfect bond of unity. 15 And let the peace of the Messiah, to which you were also called in one body, control your hearts. Be thankful.  (See 1Co #27:Reflections of Love.)  16 Let the message about the Messiah dwell richly among you, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, and singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, with gratitude in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

				

				

	

Christ in Your Home

				18 Wives, be submissive to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.

				19 Husbands, love your wives and don't be bitter toward them.

				20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.

				21 Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so they won't become discouraged.

				22 Slaves, obey your human masters in everything. Don't work only while being watched, in order to please men, but work wholeheartedly, fearing the Lord.

				23 Whatever you do, do it enthusiastically,y as something done for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that you will receive the reward of an inheritance from the Lord. You serve the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be paid back for whatever wrong he has done, and there is no favoritism.

				4 Masters, supply your •slaves with 
what is right and fair, since you know that you too have a Master in heaven.

				A Principle to Live By - Mutual Instruction
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				#8 All Christians are to practice reciprocal instruction without violating the roles God has established within marital and family relationships. 

				After Paul stated that in Christ"there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free" (3:11), he went on to explain how this oneness principle applies within family structures. In the parallel paragraphs in Ephesians, Paul expanded on God's plan. Based on mutual Christlike love (Eph 5:1-2), he exhorted all believers to submit"to one another" (Eph 5:21), which he immediately applied to wives and husbands and all other relationships within a given household. In the Roman world, the typical household included slaves.  (See Eph #14:Walking in Love and Submission.)

				Here in his Colossian letter, Paul emphasized another relational function that correlates with mutual submission—"teaching and admonishing one another" (Col 3:16). In other words, all members of Christ's body are to be involved in this edification process, which includes wives, husbands, children, fathers, slaves, and masters.

				The word Paul used here for children could apply to older, grown offspring, who in the New Testament culture were often still included in the family structure even after they were married. Today, as parents and grandparents, we would do well at times to listen more carefully to our grown children who are followers of Jesus Christ. 

				As Christian love superseded Roman rules and exploitation, wives were no longer to be treated as slaves with no rights, but as sisters in Christ (Phm 1-2). Husbands were no longer to function as tyrants but as servant-leaders. Fathers, particularly, were to communicate to children with love and dignity. And masters were to treat their slaves as brothers and sisters in Christ, while slaves were to respect and submit to their masters as they would submit to Christ. 

				The evil practice of slavery—certainly not a part of God's ideal plan for humankind—eventually disappeared in the Christian community because it could not coexist in family structures that practiced the principles of mutual submission and mutual instruction based, first and foremost, on loving one another as Christ loved us.  (See Phm #2:Demonstrating Wisdom.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why have some Christians totally abandoned Paul's teaching on headship and submission in marriage?

				

				

	

Speaking to God and Others

				2 Devote yourselves to prayer; stay alert in it with thanksgiving. 3 At the same time, pray also for us that God may open a door to us for the message, to speak the •mystery of the •Messiah, for which I am in prison,4 so that I may reveal it as I am required to speak. 5 Act wisely toward outsiders, making the most of the time.6 Your speech should always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you should answer each person.

				A Principle to Live By - Prayer and Evangelism
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				#9 As members of Christ's body, all of us should take seriously our individual responsibility to communicate the salvation message. 

				Paul shared two vital imperatives that should be implemented by believers of all time and in all cultures of the world.

				First he said,"Devote yourselves to prayer" (v. 2). Paul often shared this exhortation as he wrote to various churches (Rm 12:12; 1Th 5:17; Eph 6:18). As he charged believers to pray for one another, he did not hesitate to ask for prayer for himself, especially that he might share the gospel with clarity and boldness (Eph 6:19-20).

				Second, he directed us to"Act wisely toward outsiders" (Col 4:5). Paul had a special calling and gift as an apostle to the Gentile world. He suffered greatly because of his missionary activity; it was the reason he was in prison as he wrote. However, he wanted all believers to know they had a responsibility to share the gospel with those in their communities. As fathers and mothers and as neighbors and business people, they were to open doors for communication by the way they lived, even in a hostile environment and neighborhood. When those doors opened, they were to respond wisely and graciously (vv. 5-6).  (See 1Pt #5:A Holy People; 1Pt #9: Corporate Witness.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can this principle be applied practically to prayer for overseas missionaries and to evangelism in our own neighborhoods?

				

				

	

Christian Greetings

				7 Tychicus, our dearly loved brother, faithful servant, and fellow slave in the Lord, will tell you all the news about me. 8 I have sent him to you for this very purpose, so that you may know how we are z and so that he may encourage your hearts. 9 He is with Onesimus, a faithful and dearly loved brother, who is one of you. They will tell you about everything here.

				10 Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, greets you, as does Mark, Barnabas's cousin (concerning whom you have received instructions: if he comes to you, welcome him), 11 and so does Jesus who is called Justus. These alone of the circumcision are my coworkers for the kingdom of God, and they have been a comfort to me. 12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a slave of Christ Jesus, greets you. He is always contending for you in his prayers, so that you can stand mature and fully assured aa in everything God wills. 13 For I testify about him that he works hard ab for you, for those in Laodicea, and for those in Hierapolis. 14 Luke, the dearly loved physician, and Demas greet you. 15 Give my greetings to the •brothers in Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her home. 16 When this letter has been read among you, have it read also in the church of the Laodiceans; and see that you also read the letter from Laodicea. 17 And tell Archippus,"Pay attention to the ministry you have received in the Lord, so that you can accomplish it."

				18 This greeting is in my own hand — Paul. Remember my imprisonment. Grace be with you. ac

				A Principle to Live By - Public Appreciation
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				#10 As spiritual leaders, we should take advantage of opportunities to appropriately acknowledge and thank those who are members of our team. 

				The first principle in Colossians was based on Paul's example in implementing a team ministry. Paul concluded by teaching us a related principle—honoring those who are faithful members of our team.  (Review Col #1 Team Ministry.)

				In addition to Timothy, whom he acknowledged as co-sender of this letter (1:1), Paul mentioned eight others who were serving Jesus Christ with him. As you read the references associated with each name, note Paul's very encouraging comments:

				1.	Tychicus—who delivered this letter (4:7).

				2.	Onesimus—Philemon's slave whom Paul led to Christ (v. 9).

				3.	Aristarchus, Mark, Justus—Jewish Christian co-workers (vv. 10-11).

				4.	Epaphras—the one who probably planted the church in Colossae (vv. 12-13).

				5.	Luke—a faithful fellow missionary (v. 14a).

				6.	Demas—who ultimately forsook Paul (v. 14b; 2Tm 4:10).

				Reflection and Response

				What are some appropriate ways that we can publicly acknowledge people who are members of our teams?  (See Rm #34:A Model of Encouragement.)
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				1  and  2 Thessalonians

				Author: Paul

				Date of writing: a.d. 50–51

				

			

Introduction

				Shortly after Paul and Silas planted the church in Thessalonica, they were forced to flee (Ac 17:1-10). Later, they were concerned that the church would suffer under the same persecution that overtook them, so they sent Timothy to see how these new Christians were doing. Hearing that they were healthy and growing, Paul wrote these letters to encourage them, to answer some of their questions, and to clarify some issues of doctrine. 

				1 and 2 Thessalonians teach us principles of growing despite persecution

				

				

				Paul wanted the church in Thessalonica to become established and mature, so he and his missionary team modeled faith, hope, and love. He also specifically taught the importance of these three values. When he communicated with the church in these letters, he encouraged them to continue to grow in these three qualities of maturity. Whenever Paul planted a church he focused on helping believers develop faith, hope, and love.

				1 and 2 Thessalonians teach us principles of Christian maturity

				

				

				When Paul planted this church, he gave them a firm foundation in Scriptural truth. However, when some false teachers came among them distorting the Word of God, causing confusion, and leading them into heresy, Paul found it necessary to reinforce their biblical doctrine. He confronted them regarding issues of immorality. He demanded a biblical work ethic. He corrected some misconceptions in their eschatology and encouraged them in their hope for Christ's return. 

				1 and 2 Thessalonians teach us principles of foundational doctrine

				

				

				The church in Thessalonica began in persecution and the struggle continued. Paul assured them that this was not the exception. The church in Jerusalem was persecuted, Paul was abused, the Old Testament prophets were killed, and even the Son of God Himself was crucified. But the persecuted church should not be shaken. Christ will encourage and strengthen them. In the midst of these difficulties, they can mature in their faith, hope, and love. The living church, the body of Christ, is the glory and joy of the evangelist, an encouraging example for other churches, and a beacon of light in a dark world. In persecution, we can discover God's love and Christ's endurance.

				1 and 2 Thessalonians teach us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in 1 Thessalonians

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:2-10

							
								
								#1: Models of Maturity

							
								
								As local churches, we are to become models of faith, hope, and love to other communities of faith.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								2:1-6

							
								
								#2: Mature Leaders

							
								
								All spiritual leaders should model faith, hope, and love to those they lead.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								2:7-12

							
								
								#3: God's Household Model

							
								
								For local church leaders to function effectively, they must understand God's plan for leadership in the family.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:13-16

							
								
								#4: God's Message

							
								
								To help believers become mature, spiritual leaders must continually teach them God's divine message in Scripture in times of peace as well as persecution.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								2:17–3:10

							
								
								#5: Follow-up 
Communication

							
								
								Spiritual leaders should develop a plan to be in contact with new converts to make sure they are growing spiritually.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								3:12-13

							
								
								#6: Faithful Intercession

							
								
								To help new believers mature in their faith, spiritual leaders must consistently pray for their spiritual growth.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								4:1-8

							
								
								#7: Moral Values

							
								
								Spiritual leaders should openly and forthrightly address and model God's will regarding moral purity.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								4:9-12

							
								
								#8: Economic 
Responsibility

							
								
								To help believers become dynamic witnesses in this world, we must encourage them to practice a biblical work ethic.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								4:13-18

							
								
								#9: Understanding Doctrinal Truths

							
								
								To help new converts have a clear understanding of the Scriptures, we should develop a plan to teach basic doctrinal truths.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								5:1-11

							
								
								#10: Christ's Return

							
								
								The more we help Christians grow in faith, hope, and love, the more they will be ready for Christ's return.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								5:12-15

							
								
								#11: Relationships with One Another

							
								
								To develop a mature church that exhibits faith, hope, and love, we must encourage all believers to participate in building up one another.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								5:16-22

							
								
								#12: Relationships with God

							
								
								To produce a mature church, we must help believers engage in proper worship.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								5:23-28

							
								
								#13: Holistic Christian Living

							
								
								Spiritual leaders should help all Christians live balanced and integrated lives that please God.

							
								
								13

							
						

					
				

			

			

			

				1 Thessalonians

				Greeting

				1 Paul, Silvanus,a and Timothy:

				To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

				Grace to you and peace. b  (See Col #1:Team Ministry.)

				

	

Thanksgiving

				2 We always thank God for all of you, remembering you constantly in our prayers. 3 We recall, in the presence of our God and Father, your work of faith, labor of love, and endurance of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, 4 knowing your election, •brothers loved by God. 5 For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, in the Holy Spirit, and with much assurance. You know what kind of men we were among you for your benefit, 6 and you became imitators of us and of the Lord when, in spite of severe persecution, you welcomed the message with joy from the Holy Spirit. 7 As a result, you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia.8 For the Lord's message rang out from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place that your faithc in God has gone out. Therefore, we don't need to say anything, 9 for they themselves reportd what kind of reception we had from you: how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God 10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead — Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.

				A Principle to Live By - Models of Maturity

				[image: Getz1332.png]

				#1 As local churches, we are to become models of faith, hope, and love to other communities of 
faith. 

				In this letter, Paul succinctly commented on the corporate qualities of faith, hope, and love (v. 3) that he mentioned in several other letters.  (See Eph #3:Measuring Corporate Maturity.)

				
						Work of faith: This is living faith that can be measured. Once we are saved by grace through faith,"we are His creation, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time so that we should walk in them" (Eph 2:10). The Thessalonians were a dynamic example of this work of faith in that they had"turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God" (1Th 1:9).  (See Eph #10:Walking in Newness of Life)

						Labor of love: Love can be measured by the way Christians reflect the fruit of the Holy Spirit (Gl 5:22-23). The Thessalonians had imitated the Christlike love they saw in Paul, Silas, and Timothy.  (See 1Co #27:Reflections of Love.)

						Endurance of hope: The Thessalonians reflected hope by standing firm in spite of"severe persecution" (1Th 1:6) and by looking forward to Jesus' return to rescue them"from the coming wrath" 
(v. 10).  (See Eph #2:Our Position in Christ)

				

				Without question, faith, hope, and love are biblical measurements for evaluating maturity in a local church. In turn, God uses these qualities as a model of spiritual growth for other churches (1Th 1:7). 

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul's criterion for measuring maturity in local churches differ from the way many churches today evaluate their success?  (See Jdg #14:Quality versus Quantity.)

				

				

	

Paul's Conduct

				2 For you yourselves know, •brothers, that our visit with you was not without result. 2 On the contrary, after we had previously suffered, and we were treated outrageously in Philippi, as you know, we were emboldened by our God to speak the gospel of God to you in spite of great opposition. 3 For our exhortation didn't come from error or impurity or an intent to deceive. 4 Instead, just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to please men, but rather God, who examines our hearts. 5 For we never used flattering speech, as you know, or had greedy motives — God is our witness — 6 and we didn't seek glory from people, either from you or from others. 

				A Principle to Live By - Mature Leaders
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				#2 All spiritual leaders should model faith, hope, and love to those they lead. 

				Paul, Silas, and Timothy formed a dynamic, Christlike missionary team. Together they modeled God's redemptive message, both in how they lived and in what they taught. We see their"endurance of hope" (1:3) in their willingness to continue to share the gospel message in spite of persecution, including the possibility they might be imprisoned and even beaten as they were in Philippi (2:2; Ac 16:22-24). They also shared their lives with the Thessalonians (1Th 2:8), spending an extended period of time there embodying a"labor of love" and"work of faith."

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways can spiritual leaders model faith, hope, and love in today's world?  (See 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity.)

				

				

				

				

				7 Although we could have been a burden as Christ's apostles, instead we were gentle e among you, as a nursing mother nurtures her own children. 8 We cared so much for you that we were pleased to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own lives, because you had become dear to us. 9 For you remember our labor and hardship, brothers. Working night and day so that we would not burden any of you, we preached God's gospel to you. 10 You are witnesses, and so is God, of how devoutly, righteously, and blamelessly we conducted ourselves with you believers. 11 As you know, like a father with his own children,12 we encouraged, comforted, and implored each one of you to •walk worthy of God, who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - God's Household Model
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				#3 For local church leaders to function effectively, they must understand God's plan for leadership in the family.

				A properly functioning, healthy, loving family is often used as a model for the family of God, the church. Here Paul wrote that a gentle nursing mother and a caring father who encourages, comforts, and exhorts provide ideal models for church leadership.

				When Paul described for Timothy and Titus how to evaluate candidates for overseers/elders and deacons, he told them to look for individuals who were good leaders of their own families (1Tm 3:4-5,11-12; Ti 1:6).  (See 1Tm #7:Qualified Assistants.)

				Local churches in the New Testament world often started when whole families repented together, such as Cornelius's family in Caesarea (Ac 10:1-3,44-48), Lydia's family in Philippi (Ac 16:11-15), and Crispus's family in Corinth (Ac 18:5-8). These individual households functioned as churches in miniature, where, presumably, fathers and mothers served together to nurture their families spiritually as well as physically. This same model can be expanded to show how spiritual leaders function as a cohesive team to serve the multiple family units that make up the church. Examples include Aquila and Priscilla or Paul and Timothy.  (See Ac #34:Serving Together.)

				The Old Testament produced numerous principles directly related to parenting. However, leadership directives and illustrations in the New Testament focus primarily on principles of local church leadership. This illustrates that under the old covenant, the household was the primary functioning unit for spiritual growth, but now it is God's ideal plan that the family be an inseparable part of the local church—the family of God. God designed the church to be an environment in which husbands and wives, fathers and mothers, and children can learn to love one another.  (See Dt #11:Teachable Moments.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does a clear understanding of God's leadership plan for individual Christians, husbands and wives, and fathers and mothers help all of us understand how God intended leadership teams to function in local churches?  (See Rm #34:A Model of Encouragement.)

				

				

	

Reception and Opposition to the Message

				13 This is why we constantly thank God, because when you received the message about God that you heard from us, you welcomed it not as a human message, but as it truly is,the message of God, which also works effectively in you believers. 14 For you, brothers, became imitators of God's churches in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, since you have also suffered the same things from people of your own country, just as they did from the Jews 15 who killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets and persecuted us; they displease God and are hostile to everyone, 16 hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved. As a result, they are always completing the number of their sins, and wrath has overtaken them at last.f

				A Principle to Live By - God's Message
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				#4 To help believers become mature, spiritual leaders must continually teach them God's divine message in Scripture in times of peace as well as persecution. 

				As Paul, Silas, and Timothy met for prayer, they continually thanked the Lord that the Thessalonians had responded to the message of God, which is foundational for helping all believers to develop faith, hope, and love in their lives (1Pt 2:2). He commended them for imitating the churches in Judea who had responded to God's Word in spite of severe persecution. There, 3,000 people who heard Peter preaching"accepted his message" and then"devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching" (Ac 2:41-42).  (See Jn #29:The Spirit of Truth.)

				Today we have God's complete message in the Old and New Testaments. To help believers develop in their faith, hope, and love, those entrusted with teaching responsibilities must continually communicate this truth. Without God's divine revelation in Scripture, we would not understand either saving faith or living faith. We would not have God's definition of love, which He revealed when He sent His Son to die for the sins of the world. We would have no foundation upon which to build our eternal hope.  (See 2Tm #8:Standing Firm on Scripture.)

				In Paul's final letter, Paul charged Timothy to"proclaim the message; persist in it whether convenient or not; rebuke, correct, and encourage with great patience and teaching." He then gave the reason this was so necessary:"For the time will come when they will not tolerate sound doctrine" (2Tm 4:2-3a). 

				If this resistance was happening already in the New Testament world following Paul's martyrdom, how much more important is it for spiritual leaders today to faithfully proclaim the message (2Tm 4:2).  (See 2Tm #9:Fulfilling Our Ministry.)

				Reflection and Response

				How is this principle regarding faithful biblical preaching and teaching violated in many churches today, even among those who believe that the Bible is the inspired Word from God?

				

				

	

Paul's Desire to See Them

				17 But as for us, brothers, after we were forced to leave you for a short time (in person, not in heart), we greatly desired and made every effort to return and see you face to face. 18 So we wanted to come to you — even I, Paul, time and again — but Satan hindered us. 19 For who is our hope or joy or crown of boasting in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming? Is it not you?20 For you are our glory and joy!

				

	

Anxiety in Athens

				3 Therefore, when we could no longer stand it, we thought it was better to be left alone in Athens. 2 And we sent Timothy, our brother and God's coworker g in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you concerning your faith, 3 so that no one will be shaken by these persecutions. For you yourselves know that we are appointed toh this. 4 In fact, when we were with you, we told you previously that we were going to suffer persecution, and as you know, it happened. 5 For this reason, when I could no longer stand it, I also sent him to find out about your faith, fearing that the tempter had tempted you and that our labor might be for nothing.

				

	

Encouraged by Timothy

				6 But now Timothy has come to us from you and brought us good news about your faith and love and reported that you always have good memories of us, wanting to see us, as we also want to see you.7 Therefore, •brothers, in all our distress and persecution, we were encouraged about you through your faith. 8 For now we live, if you stand firm in the Lord. 9 How can we thank God for you in return for all the joy we experience before our God because of you, 10 as we pray very earnestly night and day to see you face to face and to complete what is lacking in your faith?

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Follow-up Communication
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				#5 Spiritual leaders should develop a plan to be in contact with new converts to make sure they are growing spiritually. 

				Once Paul and his fellow missionaries had secured converts to Christ, they wanted these new believers to"stand firm in the Lord" (v. 8). When Silas and Timothy joined Paul in Athens, they were deeply concerned about the Thessalonians, so they decided that Timothy should return to Thessalonica to see how they were doing (v. 2; Ac 17:5-15). Knowing that persecution would continue even after they left, Paul was particularly concerned about their spiritual status (1Th 3:4-5). 

				Timothy returned with a very positive report. The Thessalonians were indeed standing firm, which demonstrated their hope. Furthermore, they were continuing to reflect a work of faith and a labor of love (v. 6; cp. 1:3).

				Today, many Christian leaders seem to be more enamored with decisions for Christ than with what happens in the lives of those who profess faith. This attitude neglects the second half of the Great Commission. We are not only to make disciples, but to teach them to observe everything Jesus taught (Mt 28:19-20). We also see this follow-up principle illustrated on Paul's first missionary journey. After he and Barnabas had made many disciples in Derbe,"they returned to Lystra, to Iconium, and to Antioch, strengthening the disciples by encouraging them to continue in the faith" (Ac 14:21-22).  (See Mt #59:The Great Commission.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the specific results when we secure decisions for Christ without helping these new converts grow in their faith?

				

				

				

	

Prayer for the Church

				11 Now may our God and Father Himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you. 12 And may the Lord cause you to increase and overflow with love for one another and for everyone, just as we also do for you. 13 May He make your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His •saints. •Amen. i

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Faithful Intercession
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				#6 To help new believers mature in their faith, spiritual leaders must consistently pray for their spiritual growth. 

				Paul lived out this principle again and again as he interceded for New Testament believers (Php 1:9-11; Col 1:9-13). His prayer for these Thessalonian believers focused on what he mentioned in his Corinthian letter as the"greatest of these" (1Co 13:13)—their growth in"love for one another and for everyone" (1Th 3:12). 

				Paul also prayed that his converts would more and more reflect God's holiness, which cannot be separated from Christlike love. When Jesus told His disciples to produce much fruit (Jn 15:5), He immediately reminded them of His command to love one another (Jn 15:9,12; cp. Jn 13:34).  (See Jn #30:God's Sustaining Strength.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways can we use Paul's prayers as models in praying for all believers regardless of their chronological age in Christ (Rm 15:5-6,13; Eph 1:15-19; 3:14-21; Php 1:9-11; Col 1:9-12; Phm 4-6)?  (See Col #3:Model Prayers.)

				

				

	

The Call to Sanctification

				4 Finally then, •brothers, we ask and encourage you in the Lord Jesus, that as you have received from us how you must •walk and please God — as you are doingj — do so even more. 2 For you know what commands we gave you through the Lord Jesus.

				3 For this is God's will, your •sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality, 4 so that each of you knows how to control his own bodyk in sanctification and honor, 5 not with lustful desires, like the Gentiles who don't know God. 6 This means one must not transgress against and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger of all these offenses,l as we also previously told and warned you. 7 For God has not called us to impurity but to sanctification. 8 Therefore, the person who rejects this does not reject man, but God, who also gives you His Holy Spirit.

				A Principle to Live By - Moral Values
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				#7 Spiritual leaders should openly and forthrightly address and model God's will regarding moral purity. 

				Throughout his ministry in the Gentile world, Paul faced a prevalent and persistent issue—the violation of God's moral values. Here Paul calls on the Thessalonians to reflect"the fruit of the Spirit" rather than"the works of the flesh" (Gl 5:19,22).  (See Gl #10:Life in the Spirit.)

				It was understandable when pagan Gentiles generally did not know or practice God's laws regarding sexual behavior, but Jews too were guilty. So, after outlining in his letter to the Romans some of the most perverted sexual acts among pagans, Paul confronted the Jews.  (See Rm #3:Sin's Devastating Results.)

				Today, we face the same issues. Sexual immorality has characterized the human race ever since sin entered the world through Adam and Eve. As spiritual leaders, we must never compromise moral values in our lives or in our teaching. 

				When Paul outlined the qualifications for overseers/elders and deacons in his letters to Timothy and Titus, he stated unequivocally that spiritual leaders must be sexually pure. By including this requirement at the top of the list in both of these pastoral letters, Paul indicated how important this quality is as an aspect of being above reproach as spiritual leaders.  (See 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity; Ti #2: Interpreting Scripture Accurately.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why are some Christian leaders today refusing to openly and clearly teach God's will regarding His gift of sex?  (See Gn #3:Marital Union.)

				

				

	

Loving and Working

				9 About brotherly love: You don't need me to write you because you yourselves are taught by God to love one another.10 In fact, you are doing this toward all the brothers in the entire region of Macedonia. But we encourage you, brothers, to do so even more, 11 to seek to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business,m and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you, 12 so that you may walk properlyn in the presence of outsiders and not be dependent on anyone.o

				A Principle to Live By - Economic Responsibility
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				#8 To help believers become dynamic witnesses in this world, we must encourage them to practice a biblical work ethic. 

				The Thessalonians had made great progress in loving one another, but Paul was concerned that they never allow irresponsibility to creep into their work ethic. Apparently, some of these new Christians were not having an honorable witness among their unsaved neighbors because of economic irresponsibility (v. 12). 

				What was the problem? Perhaps they were lazy and not caring for their families properly. Perhaps they were relying on other believers to meet their physical needs. Perhaps they were actually using their expectation regarding Christ's return and their deliverance as an excuse to be irresponsible (1:9-10). 

				Unfortunately, there have been Christians throughout the centuries who have used the Christian faith selfishly and irresponsibly. Though Christ will indeed return someday and remove all true believers from this world (4:16-17), we must never stop working hard to meet our physical needs and, even better, to have something to share with others (Eph 4:28). 

				Reflection and Response

				How can we teach Christians to be responsible economically and yet not become materialistic? 

				

				

	

The Comfort of Christ's Coming

				13 We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, concerning those who are •asleep, so that you will not grieve like the rest, who have no hope.14 Since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, in the same way God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep throughp Jesus.15 For we say this to you by a revelation from the Lord:q We who are still alive at the Lord's coming will certainly have no advantage overr those who have fallen asleep.16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout,s with the archangel's voice, and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are still alive will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air and so we will always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore encouraget one another with these words.

				A Principle to Live By - Understanding Doctrinal Truths
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				#9 To help new converts have a clear understanding of the Scriptures, we should develop a plan to teach basic doctrinal truths. 

				Evidently, when Timothy returned from visiting the Thessalonian Christians, he reported that some of these believers were confused regarding what would happen to their loved ones who die before Christ returns. This question in itself indicates how much these believers were looking forward to Christ's second coming (1:9-10). 

				Perhaps Paul and his fellow missionaries did not have sufficient time before they were forced to leave Thessalonica to address this issue, or perhaps these new believers had simply forgotten the details. Regardless, Paul explained this wonderful principle, reassuring them that when Christ returns, both the living and those who have died"will be caught up together . . . to meet the Lord in the air" (4:17). They were to use this great doctrinal truth to"encourage one another" (v. 18). 

				Today we must not assume new believers quickly understand basic doctrine. Spiritual leaders need a plan to teach and reinforce these truths.

				Reflection and Response

				What other basic biblical truths should spiritual leaders teach new converts to Christ?

				

				

	

The Day of the Lord

				5 About the times and the seasons: •Brothers, you do not need anything to be written to you. 2 For you yourselves know very well that the Day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. 3 When they say,"Peace and security," then sudden destruction comes on them, like labor pains come on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4 But you, brothers, are not in the dark, for this day to overtake you like a thief. 5 For you are all sons of light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or the darkness. 6 So then, we must not sleep, like the rest, but we must stay awake and be serious. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, we must be serious and put the armor  of faith and love on our chests, and put on a helmet  of the hope of salvation. 9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or •asleep, we will live together with Him.11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up as you are already doing.

				A Principle to Live By - Christ's Return
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				#10 The more we help Christians grow in faith, hope, and love, the more they will be ready for Christ's return. 

				After Paul explained what happens to all believers when Christ returns, he went on to develop this great doctrinal truth more fully. He wanted the Thessalonians to be fully prepared for this great event. Though there are various opinions regarding when the church is removed relative to Christ's return, one thing is very clear and non-debatable: Christ could come at any moment and we must be ready.  (See Is #18:God's Wrath.)

				Paul purposely returned to the qualities of maturity that he referred to at the beginning of this letter—qualities that would enable them to be ready: faith, hope, and love.  (Review 1 Th #1: Models of Maturity.)

				Reflection and Response

				In preparation for Christ's return, in what specific ways can believers"encourage one another and build each other up" (v. 11)?

				

				

	

Exhortations and Blessings

				12 Now we ask you, brothers, to give recognition to those who labor among you and lead you in the Lord and admonish you, 13 and to regard them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. 14 And we exhort you, brothers: warn those who are irresponsible,u comfort the discouraged, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 15 See to it that no one repays evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good for one another and for all.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Relationships with One Another
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				#11 To develop a mature church that exhibits faith, hope, and love, we must encourage all believers to participate in building up one another. 

				Elaborating on his general exhortation to"encourage one another and build each other up" (v. 11), Paul outlined how to carry out these directives:

				First, they were to respect and listen to those who were their spiritual leaders (vv. 12-13). Though we're not told how and when these leaders were appointed, we can assume that the church had mature shepherds who were"to encourage with sound teaching" (Ti 1:9).  (See Ac #27:Qualified Spiritual Leaders.)

				Second, Paul specified how they could participate in"teaching and admonishing one another" (Col 3:16) by giving them six imperatives—warn, comfort, help, be patient, do not repay evil, and pursue good (1Th 5:14-15): 

				Reflection and Response

				Looking at these specific functions just enumerated, where could you make the greatest contribution in your own church?

				

				16 Rejoice always!

				17 Pray constantly.

				18 Give thanks in everything,

				for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

				19 Don't stifle the Spirit.

				20 Don't despise prophecies,

				21 but test all things.

				Hold on to what is good.

				22 Stay away from every kind of evil.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Relationships with God
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				#12 To produce a mature church, we must help believers engage in proper worship.

				After instructing these believers regarding their relationships with one another, he went on to outline a series of exhortations that focused primarily on their dynamic relationship with God. They were to

				
						be joyful even though they were being persecuted (v. 16; cp. Jms 1:2-3);

						make prayer a regular part of their lives (1Th 5:17; cp. Ac 2:42);

						always thank God for His grace to help them face difficult circumstances (1Th 5:18; cp. 2Co 12:9);

						follow the leadership of the Holy Spirit (1Th 5:19); 

						always make sure they were not being deceived by false prophets (vv. 20-21; cp. 2Jn 7); and

						worship God by living holy lives (1Th 5:22; cp. Rm 12:1-2).

				

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways have you seen some of these exhortations misinterpreted and misapplied, and what were the results?

				

				23 Now may the God of peace Himself •sanctify you completely. And may your spirit, soul, and body be kept sound and blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it. 25 Brothers, pray for us also. 26 Greet all the brothers with a holy kiss. 27 I charge you by the Lord that this letter be read to all the brothers. 28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

				A Principle to Live By - Holistic Christian Living
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				#13 Spiritual leaders should help all Christians live balanced and integrated lives that please 
God. 

				Though there are different opinions regarding what elements constitute a believer's spiritual, psychological, and physical being, Paul used the terms"spirit, soul, and body" (v. 23) to refer to the material and nonmaterial dimensions of our lives. Whether we also include the terms"mind,"heart," or"inner being," Paul's concern is clear. He prayed that every aspect of each believer's life be purified.

				Clearly, we should not live compartmentalized lives, claiming to be spiritual because of certain attitudes and actions while violating God's will in other behaviors. We are to be integrated human beings who live consistent Christian lives.  (See Ps #37:Body, Soul, and Spirit.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways can we help all Christians to become integrated and not compartmentalized in their lives? What happens when Christians fail to maintain the balance for which Paul prayed?
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				2 Thessalonians

				Greeting

				1 Paul, Silvanus,a and Timothy:

				To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

				2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  (See Col #1:Team Ministry.)

				

	

God's Judgment and Glory

				3 We must always thank God for you, •brothers. This is right, since your faith is flourishing and the love each one of you has for one another is increasing.4 Therefore, we ourselves boast about you among God's churches — about your endurance and faith in all the persecutions and afflictions you endure. 5 It is a clear evidence of God's righteous judgment that you will be counted worthy of God's kingdom, for which you also are suffering, 6 since it is righteous for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you 7 and to reward with rest you who are afflicted, along with us. This will take place at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with His powerful angels, 8 taking vengeance with flaming fire on those who don't know God and on those who don't obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction from the Lord's presence and from His glorious strength 10 in that day when He comes to be glorified by His •saints and to be admired by all those who have believed, because our testimony among you was believed. 11 And in view of this, we always pray for you that our God will consider you worthy of His calling, and will, by His power, fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith, 12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified by you, and you by Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.  (See 2Pt #6: Motivation to Holiness.)

				

	

The Man of Lawlessness

				2 Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to Him: We ask you, •brothers, 2 not to be easily upset in mind or troubled, either by a spirit or by a message or by a letter as if from us, alleging that the Day of the Lord b has come.3 Don't let anyone deceive you in any way. For that day will not come unless the apostasyc comes first and the man of lawlessness d is revealed, the son of destruction. 4 He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he sits e in God's sanctuary,f publicizing that he himself is God.

				A Principle to Live By - Clarifying Doctrinal Issues

				[image: Getz1345.png]

				#1 Local church leaders should discover and address areas of spiritual weakness among their disciples. 

				During the time between Paul's first and second letters to the Thessalonians, these believers had made great progress in their spiritual development in terms of their faith and love, so much so that Paul acknowledged this growth with the words"flourishing" and"increasing" (1:3) However, they had become theologically confused in terms of a very important aspect of hope, undermining their sense of security.  (See 1Th #1:Models of Maturity.)

				Their confusion involved the second coming of Jesus Christ. Someone had told these believers that the"Day of the Lord" had already come (2:1-2). Paul reassured them that this was not true. He then reestablished them in what on another occasion he called the"blessed hope"—namely, the"appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ" (Ti 2:13).

				What happened to the Thessalonians demonstrates that a local church can be growing in certain aspects of maturity while stagnating or even diminishing in others. When this happens, Christian leaders must give special attention to that particular area of spiritual weakness.  (See Eph #3:Measuring Corporate Maturity.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we determine what are specific areas of spiritual weakness in our churches that we need to address with sound biblical teaching? Is it lack of faith, lack of hope, or lack of love?

				

				5 Don't you remember that when I was still with you I told you about this? 6 And you know what currently restrains him, so that he will be revealed in his time. 7 For the •mystery of lawlessness is already at work, but the one now restraining will do so until he is out of the way, 8 and then the lawless one will be revealed. The Lord Jesus will destroy him with the breath of His mouth and will bring him to nothing with the brightness of His coming. 9 The coming of the lawless one is based on Satan's working, with all kinds of false miracles, signs, and wonders, 10 and with every unrighteous deception among those who are perishing. They perish because they did not accept the love of the truth in order to be saved. 11 For this reason God sends them a strong delusion so that they will believe what is false, 12 so that all will be condemned — those who did not believe the truth but enjoyed unrighteousness.  (See Dn #18:The Great Tribulation.)

				

	

Stand Firm

				13 But we must always thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning g God has chosen you for salvation through •sanctification by the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14 He called you to this through our gospel, so that you might obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 Therefore, brothers, stand firm and hold to the traditions you were taught, either by our message or by our letter.

				16 May our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us eternal encouragement and good hope by grace, 17 encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good work and word.

				A Principle to Live By - Preparation or Speculation
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				#2 No matter what happens in the future, we are to encourage believers to stand firm in their faith, hope, and love, always being ready for Christ's return. 

				We are not told what Paul had taught the Thessalonians about"the apostasy" and"the man of lawlessness" (2:3), or what he had taught about the force that restrains this Antichrist (vv. 6-7). We do not know with absolute certainty the specific details of these matters, even when we look at the total biblical story.

				In order to apply Paul's teachings to our lives today, we should concentrate on what we do know for certain:

				
						Before the Day of the Lord comes, evil will grow worse and a man will emerge who will represent Satan, actually working"false miracles, signs, and wonders" (v. 9).

						We need not be caught off guard when these events happen, including Christ's coming to destroy this evil personage (1Th 5:4).

						When Christ comes, we will be delivered from God's wrath and will receive the ultimate promise of our salvation (1Th 5:9).

						With God's help, we can"stand firm" no matter what happens on this earth (2Th 2:15).

				

				Unfortunately, there are Christians who have attempted to set dates regarding Christ's return, either forgetting, ignoring, or reinterpreting Jesus' words that no one knows the"day and hour" when this will happen (see Mt 24:36; Mk 13:32). Furthermore, over the centuries Bible students have tried to identify"the man of lawlessness" or the"Antichrist" (1Jn 2:18). These attempts have always resulted in failure and embarrassment. 

				God has purposely designed into biblical revelation unanswered questions regarding certain specifics that will be fulfilled when Christ returns. Even Paul and the apostles did not foresee that there would be at least another two thousand years before these end time events would take place. However, one clear teaching pervades the Scriptures. Christ will come and we are to be ready at any moment. At the same time, we are to be actively involved in carrying out the Great Commission of our Lord Jesus Christ.  (See 1Th #10:Christ's Return.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some of the specific ideas today regarding Christ's return, the judgment, and the future of Israel? What are some of the dangers inherent in becoming too specific and detailed regarding these future events?

				

				

	

Pray for Us

				3 Finally, •brothers, pray for us that the Lord's message may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you, 2 and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men, for not all have faith.h 3 But the Lord is faithful; He will strengthen and guard you from the evil one. 4 We have confidence in the Lord about you, that you are doing and will do what we command. 5 May the Lord direct your hearts to God's love and Christ's endurance.  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				

	

Warning against Irresponsible Behavior

				6 Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from every brother who •walks irresponsibly and not according to the tradition received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you must imitate us: We were not irresponsible among you; 8 we did not eat anyone's foodi free of charge; instead, we labored and struggled, working night and day, so that we would not be a burden to any of you. 9 It is not that we don't have the right to support, but we did it to make ourselves an example to you so that you would imitate us.  (See 1Co #20:Demonstrating Pure Motives.)  10 In fact, when we were with you, this is what we commanded you:"If anyone isn't willing to work, he should not eat." 11 For we hear that there are some among you who walk irresponsibly, not working at all, but interfering with the work of others. 12 Now we command and exhort such people by the Lord Jesus Christ that quietly working, they may eat their own food.j 13 Brothers, do not grow weary in doing good.

				14 And if anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take note of that person; don't associate with him, so that he may be ashamed. 15 Yet don't treat him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.

				A Principle to Live By - Church Discipline
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				#3 To help believers who are demonstrating economic irresponsibility, we are to exercise some form of church discipline.  (See 1Th #8:Economic Responsibility.)

				In his first letter to the Thessalonians, Paul alluded to what should be a responsible work ethic for Christians. However, in this second letter he became very specific regarding how to handle those who continued to be irresponsible. He took an approach similar to that with sexual immorality: they were to break off fellowship with these believers (vv. 6,14; 1Co 5:11). This indicates the seriousness with which Paul viewed both of these matters.  (See 1Co #12:Church Discipline.)

				We must understand, however, Paul's ultimate purpose for prescribing this kind of church discipline. The goal was always restoration, no matter what the sin. Thus Paul wrote that they should not treat this person"as an enemy, but warn him as a brother" (2Th 3:15).  (See Gl #11:The Process of Restoration.)

				Reflection and Response

				Prior to serious church discipline, what are some of the initial steps spiritual leaders should take to help believers become economically responsible? 

				

				

	

Final Greetings

				16 May the Lord of peace Himself give you peace always in every way. The Lord be with all of you. 17 This greeting is in my own hand — Paul. This is a sign in every letter; this is how I write. 18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.

				

				
					
						a1:1 Or Silas ; Ac 15:22-32; 16:19-40; 17:1-16

					

					
						b2:2 Other mss read Christ

					

					
						c2:3 Or rebellion

					

					
						d2:3 Other mss read man of sin

					

					
						e2:4 Other mss add as God

					

					
						f2:4 Or temple

					

					
						g2:13 Other mss read because as a firstfruit

					

					
						h3:2 Or for the faith is not in everyone

					

					
						i3:8 Or bread

					

					
						j3:12 Or bread

					

				

			

	

				1  and  2 Timothy

				Author: Paul

				Date of writing: a.d. 62–67

				

			

Introduction

				Though there are various opinions regarding the sequence of events when Paul wrote his first letter to Timothy, it appears that after he was released from prison in Rome he met with Timothy to discuss some serious leadership issues in the church in Ephesus. Timothy then went to this prominent city to address the problems. To assist Timothy with this assignment, Paul followed up their personal conversation with the first letter, which reviewed how he should handle these leadership challenges. 

				1 Timothy teaches us principles of church leadership

				

				

				Even though Timothy was young, Paul trusted him because of his genuine compassion and spiritual integrity. Because of his age, he was sometimes timid and fearful, but Paul encouraged him not to let that stop him from fulfilling his calling. He told him to model godliness, to exhort his elders respectfully, and to be brave. 

				1 Timothy teaches us principles of strength and courage

				

				

				In his second letter to Timothy, Paul reminded him that his mother and grandmother had given him a foundation in the Scriptures at a very early age. This prepared him for his conversion to Christ, which probably happened when Paul passed through Lystra on his first missionary journey. When Paul returned on his second journey, he was impressed with this young man's spiritual growth and reputation. Consequently, he took him along as a fellow missionary. Today, fathers and mothers—and even grandparents—should instruct their children and grandchildren of all ages in biblical truth. This spiritual foundation will prepare them for the future, regardless of the profession into which God leads them.

				2 Timothy teaches us principles of parenting

				

				

				Both of these letters to Timothy as a pastor are filled with instructions that will help and encourage all spiritual leaders to be faithful servants in the local church. In addition, what Paul wrote to this young man will help all believers to fight the good fight, to finish the race victoriously, and to keep the faith. 

				1 and 2 Timothy teach us Principles to Live By 

			

			
				list of principles in 1 Timothy

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:3-7

							
								
								#1: Doctrinal Purity

							
								
								To maintain doctrinal purity in the church, we must appoint leaders who are spiritually mature.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:8-17

							
								
								#2: The True Gospel

							
								
								When evaluating false teaching, our most important criteria should be the true gospel message.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								1:18-20

							
								
								#3: Encouraging Our Leaders

							
								
								We are to support and encourage our spiritual leaders as they confront those who are persuading people to violate God's will.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:1-7

							
								
								#4: Prayer for 
Government Leaders

							
								
								We are to pray regularly for all government officials so that we'll have a peaceful environment in which to worship God and communicate the gospel.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								2:8-15

							
								
								#5: Gender Roles

							
								
								To have a unified church that reflects the fruit of the Spirit, both men and women are to function as equals in Christ within the parameters of God's divine plan.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								3:1-7

							
								
								#6: A Profile for 
Christian Maturity

							
								
								Leaders who are appointed to serve in shepherding roles in the church are to be selected based on a comprehensive biblical criteria for measuring Christian maturity.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								3:8-13

							
								
								#7: Qualified Assistants

							
								
								Men and women who assist elders/overseers should, in essence, be just as qualified as those who manage and shepherd the church.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								4:1-5

							
								
								#8: False Doctrine

							
								
								When confronting false teachers, we should be specific regarding what makes their doctrine untrue.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								4:6-10

							
								
								#9: Spiritual Disciplines

							
								
								As servants of Jesus Christ, we should first and foremost train ourselves to be godly.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								4:11–5:2

							
								
								#10: Modeling Godliness

							
								
								To be able to communicate the message of godliness to all ages, we are to exemplify Christlike qualities consistently in our own lives.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								5:3-16

							
								
								#11: Material Needs

							
								
								When there are legitimate material needs among believers that cannot be met by family members, as a church we are to assist in meeting these needs.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								5:17-20

							
								
								#12: Elder/Overseer Functions

							
								
								Local church leaders should govern properly, providing adequate remuneration and protection as well as proper discipline.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								5:21-25

							
								
								#13: Making Wise 
Decisions

							
								
								When appointing spiritual leaders in the church, we are to develop a system that is fair, equitable, and discerning.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								6:3-10

							
								
								#14: Materialistic 
Motivation

							
								
								Christian leaders in particular must be on guard against the temptation to be motivated by materialistic interests.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								6:11-16

							
								
								#15: Personal Discipline

							
								
								Even if we are committed to doing God's will, we must still be diligent in training ourselves in godliness.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								6:17-19

							
								
								#16: Being Generous

							
								
								As Christ-followers, we should use material possessions to do God's work in this world.

							
								
								16

							
						

					
				

			

			

				1 Timothy

				Greeting

				1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope:

				2 To Timothy, my true son in the faith.

				Grace, mercy, and peace from God the a Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

				

	

False Doctrine and Misuse of the Law

				3 As I urged you when I went to Macedonia, remain in Ephesus so that you may instruct certain people not to teach different doctrine 4 or to pay attention to myths and endless genealogies. These promote empty speculations rather than God's plan, which operates by faith. 5 Now the goal of our instruction is love that comes from a pure heart, a good conscience, and a sincere faith.6 Some have deviated from these and turned aside to fruitless discussion. 7 They want to be teachers of the law, although they don't understand what they are saying or what they are insisting on. 

				A Principle to Live By - Doctrinal Purity

				[image: Getz1348.png]

				#1 To maintain doctrinal purity in the church, we must appoint leaders who are spiritually mature. 

				When Paul met with the Ephesian elders/overseers in Miletus, he warned that"wolves" and false teachers would emerge among them (Ac 20:29-31), and now it had happened. Some leaders had departed from the faith, revealing that they had not been solidly grounded and mature in Christ. Others who wanted to join the leadership team were evidently not qualified spiritually. Although Timothy was a young, growing believer, Paul charged him with the formidable task of confronting these false teachers.  (Review 1 Tm #10: Modeling Godliness)

				Reflection and Response

				In addition to false teaching, what other problems emerge when people are in leadership who are not qualified spiritually?

				 

				 

				

				8 But we know that the law is good, provided one uses it legitimately. 9 We know that the law is not meant for a righteous person, but for the lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinful, for the unholy and irreverent, for those who kill their fathers and mothers, for murderers, 10 for the sexually immoral and homosexuals, for kidnappers,b liars, perjurers, and for whatever else is contrary to the sound teaching11 based on the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was entrusted to me.

				

	

Paul's Testimony

				12 I give thanks to Christ Jesus our Lord who has strengthened me, because He considered me faithful, appointing me to the ministry — 13 one who was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an arrogant man. But I received mercy because I acted out of ignorance in unbelief. 14 And the grace of our Lord overflowed, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 This saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance:"Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners" — and I am the worst of them.16 But I received mercy for this reason, so that in me, the worst of them, Christ Jesus might demonstrate His extraordinary patience as an example to those who would believe in Him for eternal life.17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only c God, be honor and glory forever and ever. •Amen.

				A Principle to Live By - The True Gospel 

				[image: Getz1349.png]

				#2 When evaluating false teaching, our most important criteria should be the true gospel message.

				The false teachers in Ephesus were mixing law and grace. To help Timothy confront this issue, Paul reviewed a major purpose of the law—to cause all people to become aware of their inability to measure up to God's righteous standard. In essence, he reiterated what he had written to the Galatians:"No one is justified before God by the law, because the righteous will live by faith" (Gl 3:11). This was Paul's gospel (1Tm 1:11). We are justified by faith and faith alone (Rm 5:1).  (See Gl #5:Justification by Faith.)

				Even though Timothy had undoubtedly heard Paul's conversion story many times, it 
seems Paul restated it so that Timothy could share this apostolic testimony with the total leadership team in Ephesus. In other words, Paul did not simply delegate this responsibility to Timothy to confront these false teachers and then leave him to fend for himself. Timothy could refer directly to Paul's apostolic calling and authority.

				Think for a moment what may have happened. Timothy would have called all the elders together and perhaps even the candidates for the position. When sharing Paul's conversion story, it would inevitably remind all of those men who met with Paul at Miletus of his compassionate plea when he warned them,"Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock" (Ac 20:28). In other words, Paul's letter would encourage the men who were still doctrinally sound to support Timothy in the task of removing the false teachers. 

				Reflection and Response

				How many religious groups can you name that teach salvation by works, and why is this at the heart of their theological beliefs?

				

				

	

Engage in Battle

				18 Timothy, my son, I am giving you this instruction in keeping with the prophecies previously made about you, so that by them you may strongly engage in battle, 19 having faith and a good conscience. Some have rejected these and have suffered the shipwreck of their faith. 20 Hymenaeus and Alexander are among them, and I have delivered them to Satan, so that they may be taught not to blaspheme.

				A Principle to Live By - Encouraging Our Leaders
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				#3 We are to support and encourage our spiritual leaders as they confront those who are persuading people to violate God's will. 

				The"prophecies" about Timothy may have been associated with the gift that Timothy received when Paul laid hands on him, presumably when Timothy was commissioned as Paul's missionary companion (4:14; see Ac 16:1-3; 2Tm 1:6).

				We can only speculate what this gift was. However, it did not keep Timothy from being fearful and intimidated. He needed Paul's encouragement to carry out this difficult task of confronting those who were teaching false doctrine. He also needed to guard his own life—to always demonstrate"love that comes from a pure heart, a good conscience, and a sincere faith" (1Tm 1:5; cp. v. 19; Gl 6:1-2).  (See Gl #11:The Process of Restoration.)

				Paul reminded Timothy—and the leaders in Ephesus who would also read this letter—of some men who did not guard their own hearts. They"suffered the shipwreck of their faith" (1Tm 1:19). Paul then mentioned two of these men whom he personally"delivered . . . to Satan" to teach them"not to blaspheme" (v. 20). Apparently, Paul used his apostolic authority to discipline these men severely, hoping they would repent and be restored to fellowship with God and their fellow believers. 

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can all believers in a community of faith encourage their spiritual leaders to have courage and strength?  (See Heb #23:Following Godly Leaders.)

				

				

	

Instructions on Prayer

				2 First of all, then, I urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2 for kings and all those who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.3 This is good, and it pleases God our Savior,4 who wants everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

				

				5 For there is one God

				and one mediator between God and humanity,

				Christ Jesus, Himself human,

				6 who gave Himself — a ransom for all,

				a testimony at the proper time.

				

				7 For this I was appointed a herald, an apostle (I am telling the truth; d I am not lying), and a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.  (See Heb #5:The Preeminent Savior.)

				A Principle to Live By - Prayer for Government Leaders

				[image: Getz1351.png]

				#4 We are to pray regularly for all government officials so that we'll have a peaceful environment in which to worship God and communicate the gospel. 

				Paul addressed what is to be a priority in the church. Timothy was to lead the Ephesian believers in persistent prayer for Roman officials, which included the Roman Emperor as well as those pagan kings and governors who were assigned to oversee various provinces within the empire.

				When praying for our government leaders today, we commonly refer to God's words to Solomon following the dedication of the temple (2Ch 7:12-16). However, God's promise of blessing was related directly to His covenant with Israel. If they humbled themselves, worshiped God, and turned from their sins (2Ch 7:14), they would experience earthly prosperity in the promised land (see the blessings and curses in Dt 28).

				This specific land promise is never repeated for believers in the New Testament. Rather, we are to pray for government leaders so that we'll have a peaceful setting—not primarily for our own enjoyment and comfort, but so we can share more freely the good news that Jesus Christ died and rose again so that others might believe in Him and inherit eternal life.  (See 2Ch #7:A Priority through Prayer.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though the instructions God gave Solomon certainly emphasize the importance of corporate prayer for a nation, why are Paul's instructions to Timothy far more normative for Christians today?

				

				

	

Instructions to Men and Women

				8 Therefore, I want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or argument.9 Also, the women are to dress themselves in modest clothing, with decency and good sense, not with elaborate hairstyles, gold, pearls, or expensive apparel, 10 but with good works, as is proper for women who affirm that they worship God. 11 A woman should learn in silence with full submission.12 I do not allow a woman to teach or to have authority over a man; instead, she is to be silent. 13 For Adam was created first, then Eve.14 And Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and transgressed.15 But she will be saved through childbearing, if she continuese in faith, love, and holiness, with good judgment.

				A Principle to Live By - Gender Roles
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				#5 To have a unified church that reflects the fruit of the Spirit, both men and women are to function as equals in Christ within the parameters of God's divine plan.

				What did Paul mean when he wrote,"I do not allow a woman to teach" (v. 12; see also 1Co 14:32-34)? First, in terms of salvation and our position in Christ, there are no gender differences. We"are all one in Christ Jesus" (Gl 3:27-28).  (See Gl #6:Unity in Christ.)

				Second, both men and women are to be a vital functioning part of each local community of faith, including"teaching and admonishing one another" (Col 3:16; see also Eph 5:19-21). For example, in chapter 16 of Romans, Paul greets and commends a number of women who served with him in ministry, which presumably included various teaching functions (Rm 16:1-6,12). Also, both Priscilla and Aquila were involved in teaching Apollos"the way of God . . . more accurately" (Ac 18:26).  (See Col #8:Mutual Instruction.)

				It's clear that Paul was not forbidding women to teach. This would contradict other Scriptural statements. Rather, Paul was stating that women should not seek to usurp roles that God designed for men. This is why Paul clarified that a woman should not"have authority over a man" (1Tm 2:12). Apparently the women in Ephesus were fulfilling Eve's curse (Gn 3:16) rather than practicing mutual love and submission (Eph 5:21).  (See Gn #6:Avoiding Marital Conflict.)

				The women in Ephesus were exacerbating the problem by exhibiting carnal, sensual behavior from their previous pagan lifestyle (1Tm 2:9-10). They were dressing immodestly and wearing elaborate hairstyles to call attention to themselves. They were in a power struggle with men in the church, using sinful, pagan patterns of behavior. 

				There is a lot of uncertainty regarding Paul's concluding remark in this paragraph (v. 15). Clearly he was not teaching that women can inherit eternal life by giving birth. This would contradict Paul's consistent message that we are saved by grace through faith. However, he seems to imply that married women can find great fulfillment in taking their mothering roles seriously and nurturing children so they will grow up to become strong Christian leaders—just as Timothy's grandmother, Lois, and his mother, Eunice, did for him. Think how fulfilled these women must have felt when he was chosen to accompany Paul as his missionary companion (2Tm 1:4-5; 3:14-15).

				Reflection and Response

				When Paul exhorted men"to pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or argument" (v. 8), what does this imply about disunity and carnality among the spiritual leaders in the Ephesian church?

				

				

	

Qualifications of Church Leaders

				3 This saying is trustworthy:"If anyone aspires to be an •overseer, he desires a noble work." 2 An overseer, therefore, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, self-controlled, sensible, respectable, hospitable, an able teacher,f3 not addicted to wine, not a bully but gentle, not quarrelsome, not greedy — 4 one who manages his own household competently, having his children under control with all dignity. 5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of God's church?) 6 He must not be a new convert, or he might become conceited and fall into the condemnation of the Devil.7 Furthermore, he must have a good reputation among outsiders, so that he does not fall into disgrace and the Devil's trap.

				A Principle to Live By - A Profile for Christian Maturity
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				#6 Leaders who are appointed to serve in shepherding roles in the church are to be selected based on  comprehensive biblical criteria for measuring Christian maturity.

				Spiritually unqualified men were leading people astray. The group of elders/overseers had grown, and some were teaching false doctrine (Ac 20:17,28-31). Others were seeking to join this council, and they needed to be evaluated carefully to determine their spiritual status. Paul therefore listed specific qualifications:  (See Ti #3:Doctrine of Character.)

				1.	Above reproach (a man with a good reputation),

				2.	the husband of one wife (morally pure),

				3.	self-controlled (balanced in words and action),

				4.	sensible (wise and humble),

				5.	respectable (a good role model),

				6.	hospitable (unselfish and generous),

				7.	an able teacher (a capacity to communicate sensitively),

				8.	not addicted to wine (not addicted to any substances),

				9.	not a bully (not abusive),

				10.	gentle (sensitive, loving, and kind),

				11.	not quarrelsome (not argumentative and divisive),

				12.	not greedy (not materialistic),

				13.	manages his own household competently (a good husband and father),

				14.	not be a new convert (a seasoned Christian), and

				15.	a good reputation among outsiders (a good witness in the community at large).

				Reflection and Response

				In view of these specific biblical criteria for selecting elders/overseers, in what practical way can we implement this important principle?

				

				8 Deacons, likewise, should be worthy of respect, not hypocritical, not drinking a lot of wine, not greedy for money, 9 holding the •mystery of the faith with a clear conscience.10 And they must also be tested first; if they prove blameless, then they can serve as deacons. 11 Wives, too, must be worthy of respect, not slanderers, self-controlled, faithful in everything. 12 Deacons must be husbands of one wife, managing their children and their own households competently. 13 For those who have served well as deacons acquire a good standing for themselves, and great boldness in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.

				A Principle to Live By - Qualified Assistants
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				#7 Men and women who assist elders/overseers should, in essence, be just as qualified as those who manage and shepherd the church. 

				When Paul wrote to the Philippians, he greeted not only the"overseers" but also the"deacons"—the first time the word is used in the story of the church (Php 1:1). Here Paul referred to deacons again, this time spelling out their character requirements for leadership.  (See Php #1:Leadership Development.)

				In listing these qualifications, Paul inserted a sentence that has puzzled Bible translators. However, in light of the larger biblical context , it seems that Paul was referring to women, whether single or married, who are also selected to serve with men as deacons. The Greek word Paul used allows for this interpretation. The term translated"wives" could also refer to"women deacons." Phoebe would be a specific illustration: Paul identified her as"a servant [deacon] of the church in Cenchreae" (Rm 16:1).

				As the story of the church unfolded, qualified elders/overseers were to serve as pastors and give overall direction to the church (1Pt 5:1-4). This explains why elders/overseers were appointed first (Ac 14:21-23; Ti 1:5). Then, as each church grew, qualified deacons were to be appointed to assist in carrying out the shepherding responsibilities and to help meet cultural needs. 

				

				A Comparison of Elders/Overseers and Deacons

				

				
					
						
								
								TERMS

							
								
								QUALIFICATIONS

							
								
								FUNCTIONS

							
						

						
								
								Elders/Overseers:

								First appointed;

								permanent positions

							
								
								

								Described in detail

								(1Tm 3:1-7; Ti 1:5-9)

							
								
								

								Manage/shepherd in ways that are supraculturally defined; e.g., overseeing, pastoring, teaching, admonishing, praying, delegating

							
						

						
								
								Deacons:

								Appointed when necessary

							
								
								

								Described in detail

								(1Tm 3:8-13)

							
								
								

								Assist elders/overseers in various ways that are often culturally defined

							
						

					
				

				

				Reflection and Response

				Though the men who assisted the apostles in caring for the widows are not called deacons, how does their function illustrate the cultural dynamics associated with the deacon role?  (See Ac #12:Leadership Priorities.)

				

				

	

The Mystery of Godliness

				14 I write these things to you, hoping to come to you soon. 15 But if I should be delayed, I have written so that you will know how people ought to act in God's household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.  (See Ti #5:Knowing and Living.)

				

				He g was manifested in the flesh,

				vindicated in the Spirit,

				seen by angels,

				preached among the nations,

				believed on in the world,

				taken up in glory.  (See Col #4:Putting Christ First.)

				

	

Demonic Influence

				4 Now the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will depart from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and the teachings of demons,2 through the hypocrisy of liars whose consciences are seared. 3 They forbid marriage and demand abstinence from foods that God created to be received with gratitude by those who believe and know the truth. 4 For everything created by God is good, and nothing should be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving,5 since it is sanctified by the word of God and by prayer.

				A Principle to Live By - False Doctrine
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				#8 When confronting false teachers, we should be specific regarding what makes their doctrine untrue. 

				Here Paul cited two false doctrines being taught in Ephesus—abstaining from marriage and from certain foods. Paul also identified the root source of these false doctrines as"deceitful spirits and . . . demons" (v. 1)—they came from Satan and his evil cohorts (Eph 6:10-12). 

				Forbidding marriage, rather than leading to holiness and chastity, leads to all kinds of immorality. Furthermore, some religious groups believe that abstaining from certain foods adds to their good works, which helps earn their way into heaven. This belief violates the great truth that we are saved by grace through faith.  (See Eph #4:God's Gift.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though Paul was speaking to a situation current in Ephesus, how are his words also prophetic regarding these false teachings, even centuries later?

				

				

	

A Good Servant of Jesus Christ

				6 If you point these things out to the •brothers, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, nourished by the words of the faith and the good teaching that you have followed.7 But have nothing to do with irreverent and silly myths. Rather, train yourself in godliness,8 for

				

				the training of the body has a limited benefit,

				but godliness is beneficial in every way,

				since it holds promise for the present life

				and also for the life to come.

				

				9 This saying is trustworthy and deserves full acceptance. 10 In fact, we labor and strive h for this, because we have put our hope in the living God, who is the Savior of everyone, especially of those who believe.

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual Disciplines
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				#9 As servants of Jesus Christ, we should first and foremost train ourselves to be godly.

				Paul used an athletic metaphor to encourage Timothy to be a"good servant of Christ Jesus" (v. 6). As committed athletes diligently train and discipline their bodies, Timothy should train himself in godliness (v. 7). 

				With this metaphor, Paul does not negate the value that comes from physical exercise. However, he made it clear that the most important exercise involves spiritual training since it provides great benefits"for the present life and also for the life to come" (v. 8). Consequently, Paul encouraged Timothy to achieve this goal in his own life and to challenge the spiritual leaders in Ephesus to do the same thing. 

				Reflecting the life of Jesus Christ is not an automatic response when we become believers. Just as it takes time and effort and intense self-discipline to become a successful athlete, so it takes time and effort and intense self-discipline to become a godly Christian. There is, however, a major difference: our ultimate source of strength is supernatural (Eph 6:10).  (See Col #7:Reflecting Our Position in Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways can all believers train to be godly?  (See Heb #18:Focusing on Christ.)

				

				

	

Instructions for Ministry

				11 Command and teach these things. 12 Let no one despise your youth; instead, you should be an example to the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, i in faith, in purity.13 Until I come, give your attention to public reading, exhortation, and teaching. 14 Do not neglect the gift that is in you; it was given to you through prophecy, with the laying on of hands by the council of elders. 15 Practice these things; be committed to them, so that your progress may be evident to all. 16 Pay close attention to your life and your teaching; persevere in these things, for by doing this you will save both yourself and your hearers.

				5 Do not rebuke an older man, but exhort him as a father, younger men as brothers, 2 older women as mothers, and with all propriety, the younger women as sisters.

				A Principle to Live By - Modeling Godliness
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				#10 To be able to communicate the message of godliness to all ages, we are to exemplify Christlike qualities consistently in our own lives.

				Paul exhorted Timothy to teach spiritual matters to"the brothers" (4:6)—evidently referring to the spiritual leaders—and to the rest of the believers in Ephesus (4:11). However, as a relatively young man, he was to be first and foremost a model of what he believed and taught to all ages (4:12; 5:1-2). As a single man, he was to be particularly exemplary in his relationship with young women, teaching them as if they were his sisters. 

				As Paul wrote these words, perhaps he was reflecting on the Lord's instructions to Joshua as he faced the awesome challenge of replacing Moses and leading the children of Israel into Canaan. Timothy faced the similar daunting task of replacing Paul and leading the church in Ephesus to walk in the will of God.  (See Jos #2:Modeling and Teaching.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do the specific qualities outlined in 4:12 help us to understand Paul's earlier exhortation to Timothy:"train yourself in godliness" (v. 7)?

				

				

	

The Support of Widows

				3 Supportj widows who are genuinely widows. 4 But if any widow has children or grandchildren, they must learn to practice godliness toward their own family first and to repay their parents, for this pleases God. 5 The real widow, left all alone, has put her hope in God and continues night and day in her petitions and prayers; 6 however, she who is self-indulgent is dead even while she lives. 7 Command this also, so they won't be blamed. 8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, that is his own household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

				9 No widow should be placed on the official support listk unless she is at least 60 years old, has been the wife of one husband, 10 and is well known for good works — that is, if she has brought up children, shown hospitality, washed the •saints' feet, helped the afflicted, and devoted herself to every good work. 11 But refuse to enroll younger widows, for when they are drawn away from Christ by desire, they want to marry 12 and will therefore receive condemnation because they have renounced their original pledge. 13 At the same time, they also learn to be idle, going from house to house; they are not only idle, but are also gossips and busybodies, saying things they shouldn't say. 14 Therefore, I want younger women to marry, have children, manage their households, and give the adversary no opportunity to accuse us. 15 For some have already turned away to follow Satan. 16 If any l believing woman has widows in her family, she should help them, and the church should not be burdened, so that it can help those who are genuinely widows.

				A Principle to Live By - Material Needs
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				#11 When there are legitimate material needs among believers that cannot be met by family members, as a church we are to assist in meeting these needs.

				In these paragraphs, Paul addressed a very specific problem in Ephesus. In some respects, this issue is related to what happened in Jerusalem when the Hellenistic Jewish widows were being neglected in the daily distribution of food (Ac 6:1-7). The challenge in Ephesus also involved needy widows. Paul outlined some precise guidelines for Timothy:

				
						If possible, the widows' needs were to be met by family members, not the church (1Tm 5:4,8,16). 

						If this was not possible, only older, qualified widows should be supported by the church (vv. 3,9-10). 

				

				The more general principle that comes from this specific situation in Ephesus is that the church should help all believers who have true financial needs (Ac 4:34-35). However, if these needs can be met by family members, the church should not be burdened with this responsibility. 

				Reflection and Response

				What are some specific ways a church can determine true material needs among believers and how these needs should be met?

				

				

	

Honoring the Elders

				17 The elders who are good leaders should be considered worthy of an ample honorarium,m especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching. 18 For the Scripture says:

				

				Do not muzzle an ox

				while it is treading out the grain,n and,

				the worker is worthy of his wages.

				

				19 Don't accept an accusation against an elder unless it is supported by two or three witnesses.20 Publicly rebuke those who sin, so that the rest will also be afraid. 

				A Principle to Live By - Elder/Overseer Functions
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				#12 Local church leaders should govern properly, providing adequate remuneration and protection as well as proper discipline.

				Paul next elaborated on what he had shared with the Ephesian elders/overseers in Miletus—that they were to"be on guard" for themselves (Ac 20:28). First, Timothy was to make sure these spiritual leaders in Ephesus arranged to meet the material needs of those among them who deserved financial support. A good leader who worked hard qualified for a fair wage (1Tm 5:17). 

				This responsibility and the one to follow is rooted in God's plan to care for those who served in the tabernacle.  (See Nm #26:Motivation in Ministry.)

				Second, to make elders/overseers accountable to the church while at the same time protecting them from false accusations from Christians or from would-be leaders, Paul wanted Timothy to make sure that any accusation was accurate and true. When one of them was accused of false teaching or any other sinful action, it was to be verified by"two or three witnesses" (1Tm 5:19). If it were not true, it should be rejected, but if the accusation was accurate, the one accused should be disciplined"publicly" (v. 20). Paul's primary purpose was to rebuke the sinful leader before the council of elders/overseers so they would be fearful of violating the will of God.  (See 1Sm #41:Respect Plus Accountability.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important that there be this kind of accountability among spiritual leaders?

				

				21 I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels to observe these things without prejudice, doing nothing out of favoritism. 22 Don't be too quick to appointo anyone as an elder, and don't share in the sins of others. Keep yourself pure.23 Don't continue drinking only water, but use a little wine because of your stomach and your frequent illnesses. 24 Some people's sins are obvious, going before them to judgment, but the sins of others surfacep later. 25 Likewise, good works are obvious, and those that are not obvious cannot remain hidden.

				A Principle to Live By - Making Wise Decisions
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				#13 When appointing spiritual leaders in the church, we are to develop a system that is fair, equitable, and discerning.

				Paul had charged Timothy to remain in Ephesus to make sure"God's plan" for the church functioned properly (1:3-4). An important step in achieving this goal was to appoint qualified leadership (3:1-13), so Timothy needed to avoid making inappropriate decisions based on prejudice and favoritism. This is why Paul warned Timothy not to rush (5:22). 

				Paul concluded by reminding Timothy that certain leadership decisions are relatively easy because the sinful behavior of some is very obvious. However, other decisions are very difficult because some men are very devious in covering their sins until the decision has been made.

				Timothy had an awesome task that must have created unusual tension in this young man who had a tendency to be intimidated. Furthermore, he probably felt pressure not to fail his mentor, and he also felt incredibly accountable"before God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels" (v. 21). It's no wonder he had to"use a little wine" for medicinal purposes (v. 23). 

				Reflection and Response

				In what way does Paul's final word regarding"good works are obvious" (v. 25) affirm the need to use the list of qualifications in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 in selecting spiritual leaders?  (Review 1 Tm #6: A Profile for Christian Maturity.)

				

				

	

Honoring Masters

				6 All who are under the yoke as •slaves must regard their own mastersq to be worthy of all respect, so that God's name and His teaching will not be blasphemed. 2 Those who have believing masters should not be disrespectful to them because they are •brothers, but should serve them better, since those who benefit from their service are believers and dearly loved.  (See Phm #2:Demonstrating Wisdom.)

				

	

False Doctrine and Human Greed

				Teach and encourage these things. 3 If anyone teaches other doctrine and does not agree with the sound teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ and with the teaching that promotes godliness, 4 he is conceited, understanding nothing, but has a sick interest in disputes and arguments over words. From these come envy, quarreling, slander, evil suspicions, 5 and constant disagreement among people whose minds are depraved and deprived of the truth, who imagine that godliness is a way to material gain. r  (See Ti #4:Bold Confrontation.)

				6 But godliness with contentment is a great gain.

				7 For we brought nothing into the world,

				and s we can take nothing out.

				8 But if we have food and clothing,t

				we will be content with these.

				

				9 But those who want to be rich fall into temptation, a trap, and many foolish and harmful desires, which plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a rootu of all kinds of evil, and by craving it, some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.

				A Principle to Live By - Materialistic Motivation
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				#14 Christian leaders in particular must be on guard against the temptation to be motivated by materialistic interests.

				Paul addressed a major reason false teachers were so active in Ephesus. They were motivated by their"love of money," which is the"root of all kinds of evil" (v. 10). Perhaps some of these men were still influenced by the silversmith Demetrius who got rich by making"silver shrines of Artemis" (Ac 19:24).  (See Ac #36:Pagan Resentment.)

				Paul's description of these false teachers (1Tm 6:4-5) contrasts with the qualities of maturity he listed earlier (3:1-13). However, of all the negative traits, only wanting to be rich is said to"plunge people into ruin and destruction" (6:9; see also 3:3,8).

				Note that money itself is not the"root of all kinds of evil." Rather, it is"the love of money" (6:10). It is choosing and worshiping"things" rather than"the kingdom of God" that will lead to pain and destruction (Mt 6:33).

				Reflection and Response

				What are some specific indicators in our own culture that even many Christians love money more than living in the will of God?

				

				

	

Fight the Good Fight

				11 But you, man of God, run from these things,

				and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith,

				love, endurance, and gentleness.

				12 Fight the good fight for the faith;

				take hold of eternal life

				that you were called to

				and have made a good confession about

				in the presence of many witnesses.

				13 In the presence of God, who gives life to all, and of Christ Jesus, who gave a good confession before Pontius •Pilate, I charge you 14 to keep the command without fault or failure until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 God will bring this about in His own time. He is

				

				

				the blessed and only Sovereign,

				the King of kings,

				and the Lord of lords,

				16 the only One who has immortality,

				dwelling in unapproachable light;

				no one has seen or can see Him,

				to Him be honor and eternal might.

				•Amen.  (See Is #23:King of Kings.)

				A Principle to Live By - Personal Discipline
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				#15 Even if we are committed to doing God's will, we must still be diligent in training ourselves in godliness.

				After Paul reminded Timothy that he left him in Ephesus to confront those who teach false doctrine and"empty speculations" (1:3-4), he warned Timothy to"strongly engage in battle" and avoid"shipwreck" (1:18-19). And after telling Timothy to confront those who through demonic influence teach unnecessary constraints (4:1-6), he cautioned him not to get caught up in"silly myths" (4:7). 

				Here again Paul called on Timothy to confront false teachers, this time for their deviant doctrine and materialistic motives (6:3-10). And once again Paul followed it up with an admonition to Timothy to avoid their sins by fervently pursuing righteousness through faith (vv. 11-14; cp. 1Co 10:11-12).  (See 1Co #22:Lessons from Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though we are saved by grace through faith, why is it important to always be on guard against Satan's evil tactics?  (See 1Pt #12:Resisting Satan.)

				

				

	

Instructions to the Rich

				17 Instruct those who are rich in the present age not to be arrogant or to set their hope on the uncertainty of wealth, but on God, v who richly provides us with all things to enjoy. 18 Instruct them to do what is good, to be rich in good works, to be generous, willing to share,19 storing up for themselves a good reservew for the age to come, so that they may take hold of life that is real.

				A Principle to Live By - Being Generous
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				#16 As Christ-followers, we should use material possessions to do God's work in this world.

				Earlier, Paul exhorted Timothy to warn Christian leaders never to allow"the love of money" (6:10) to motivate them to gain riches through this carnal and sinful approach in ministry. In this closing paragraph, he addressed all believers who are already"rich in the present age" (v. 17). This would include some of Paul's closest friends, such as Barnabas, Philemon, Aquila and Priscilla, Lydia, and Mary, the mother of Mark. 

				Paul didn't condemn their wealth, given by God for them to enjoy. Rather, Timothy was to instruct wealthy Christians in Ephesus to store up"a good reserve for the age to come" 
(v. 19). To do this, they were to do good works and to be openhanded (v. 18).

				In essence, this is what Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount:

				Don't collect for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal. But collect for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves don't break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Mt 6:19-21)  (See Mt #15:Eternal Treasures.)

				Reflection and Response

				As believers who have more than what is necessary to meet our needs on this earth, how should we use our excess material blessings to build God's kingdom?  (See 2Co #16:Guidelines for Generosity.)

				

				

	

Guard the Heritage

				20 Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding irreverent, empty speech and contradictions from the"knowledge" that falsely bears that name. 21 By professing it, some people have deviated from the faith.

				Grace be with all of you.  (See Col #6:Growth in Biblical Truth.)
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								With God's help, we should determine never to be ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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								Spiritual leaders should develop a core of faithful men and women who can multiply their efforts.
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								When we serve our Lord Jesus Christ faithfully, we should expect difficult challenges that may at times create intense times of persecution.
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								To fulfill God's will in our lives, we must keep our minds focused on the Lord Jesus Christ—who He is, His ministry, and His promises.
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								#9: Fulfilling Our Ministry

							
								
								Since we will all appear some day before God and Jesus Christ, we are to diligently fulfill our ministry.
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								With God's help, our goal should be to live our lives without regrets.
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				2 Timothy

				Greeting

				1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by God's will, for the promise of life in Christ Jesus:

				2 To Timothy, my dearly loved son.

				Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

				

	

Thanksgiving

				3 I thank God, whom I serve with a clear conscience as my ancestors did, when I constantly remember you in my prayers night and day.4 Remembering your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy, 5 clearly recalling your sincere faith that first lived in your grandmother Lois, then in your mother Eunice, and that I am convinced is in you also.

				A Principle to Live By - Deepening Relationships
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				#1 As we get to know one another as brothers and sisters in Christ, our relationships should grow closer and deeper.

				Paul was greatly impressed with Timothy ever since he returned to Lystra on his second missionary journey and heard about this young man's godly reputation. After he chose Timothy to be his missionary companion, he became Timothy's spiritual father and Timothy became Paul's"true son in the faith" (1Tm 1:2; see Ac 16:1-3).  (See Ac #30:A Good Reputation.)

				We can also assume from Paul's reference to Eunice and Lois in this final letter that, as the years passed, he developed a deepening relationship with Timothy's mother and grandmother, even though their face-to-face fellowship with one another would have been very limited (2Tm 1:5). Regarding Timothy's biological father, we're only told that he"was a Greek," which indicates he was probably an unbeliever (Ac 16:1). This would have intensified the growing spiritual father-son relationship between Paul and Timothy. In this sense, Paul probably became the father Timothy never had. 

				We see this relationship growing even more intimate as Paul faced death. Once again back in prison—this time"bound like a criminal" (2Tm 2:9)—he addressed Timothy not only as his"true son in the faith" but as his"dearly loved son" (1Tm 1:2; 2Tm 1:2). Knowing his time was short, he poured out his thoughts and feelings from the depth of his heart and pleaded with him to come visit (2Tm 4:9). 

				Reflection and Response

				How does the growing love and respect between Paul and Timothy exemplify what should happen among all Christians the longer we serve together within God's spiritual family?  (See Rm #23:Sincere Love.)

				

				6 Therefore, I remind you to keep ablazea the gift of God that is in you through the laying on of my hands.7 For God has not given us a spiritb of fearfulness, but one of power, love, and sound judgment.

				

	

Not Ashamed of the Gospel

				8 So don't be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, or of me His prisoner. Instead, share in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God.

				

				9 He has saved us and called us

				with a holy calling,

				not according to our works,

				but according to His own purpose and grace,

				

				which was given to us in Christ Jesus

				before time began.

				10 This has now been made evident

				through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus,

				who has abolished death

				and has brought life and immortality to light

				through the gospel.

				

				11 For this gospel I was appointed a herald, apostle, and teacher, c12 and that is why I suffer these things. But I am not ashamed, because I know the One I have believed in and am persuaded that He is able to guard what has been entrusted to med until that day.

				A Principle to Live By - Identifying with Christ
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				#2 With God's help, we should determine never to be ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

				Timothy was called and specially gifted to serve as Paul's missionary companion (v. 6). Yet, his very nature and human weaknesses at times overshadowed the reality of his divine calling and spiritual resources. Fear and anxiety tempted him to be ashamed of the gospel of Christ. 

				From a human point of view, this tendency is understandable: 

				
						He was still a relatively young man.

						He was functioning in the shadow of one of the greatest and most courageous missionaries of all time. 

						Paul had commissioned Timothy to deal with false teachers, who were ruthless in using their evil tactics against him. 

						Paul had at times protected Timothy from severe persecution (Ac 16:3,19,22), but now his protector was hundreds of miles away and in prison. 

				

				We can see why Timothy may have wanted to avoid conflict and persecution and was even tempted to avoid publicizing his relationship with both Paul and Jesus Christ.

				Paul understood Timothy's temptations and human tendencies. He encouraged Timothy to draw his strength from his supernatural calling and God's gift of"power, love, and sound judgment" (2Tm 1:7). Paul also shared his own experience. As an apostle, he too was called to suffer, and because of God's grace in saving him as the worst of sinners (1Tm 1:12-16), he was not"ashamed" to be identified with his Savior (2Tm 1:12). In fact, he considered it an honor to share in Christ's sufferings (Php 3:10). 

				Reflection and Response

				How can we use events in the lives of Gideon and David to help young people particularly to identify boldly with the Lord Jesus Christ?  (See Jdg #12:Overcoming Intimidation.)

				

				

	

Be Loyal to the Faith

				13 Hold on to the pattern of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard, through the Holy Spirit who lives in us, that good thing entrusted to you. 15 This you know: All those in •Asia have turned away from me, including Phygelus and Hermogenes. 16 May the Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, because he often refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains. 17 On the contrary, when he was in Rome, he diligently searched for me and found me. 18 May the Lord grant that he obtain mercy from Him on that day. And you know very well how much he ministered at Ephesus.  (Review 2 Tm #11: A Loyal Friend.)

				

	

Be Strong in Grace

				2 You, therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, commit to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.

				A Principle to Live By - Mentoring Others
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				#3 Spiritual leaders should develop a core of faithful men and women who can multiply their 
efforts. 

				From Paul's first letter, we know that he had urged Timothy to"remain in Ephesus" in order to"instruct certain people not to teach different doctrine"—namely, any message that was not"based on the glorious gospel of the blessed God" (1Tm 1:3,11). In this second letter, Paul encouraged Timothy to"be strong" and to confront these false teachers, but at the same time to take a proactive approach (2Tm 2:1). He should commit the message he had heard from Paul to"faithful men" who would in turn"teach others" (2:2). Paul mentioned Phygelus and Hermogenes as examples of unfaithful men, and Onesiphorus as a faithful man (1:15-18).

				There is a lesson here for all of us. We can get so bogged down attempting to deal with those who are out of harmony with biblical truth that we fail to equip those who are teachable and faithful and who in turn can help us build a doctrinally sound church.

				Reflection and Response

				What are some practical ways we can discover faithful men and women and then equip them to minister to others?

				

				3 Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.4 No one serving as a soldier gets entangled in the concerns of civilian life; he seeks to please the recruiter. 5 Also, if anyone competes as an athlete, he is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. 6 The hardworking farmer ought to be the first to get a share of the crops.7 Consider what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in everything.

				A Principle to Live By - Suffering for Christ
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				#4 When we serve our Lord Jesus Christ faithfully, we should expect difficult challenges that may at times create intense times of persecution. 

				This is the second time in this letter Paul addressed Timothy's difficult experiences in ministry. Using an identical verb, he exhorted Timothy to"share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus" (v. 3; cp. 1:8).   (Review 2Tm #2: Identifying with Christ.)

				Jesus spoke through Ananias to predict Paul's challenging ministry:

				Go! For this man is My chosen instrument to take My name to Gentiles, kings, and the Israelites. I will show him how much he must suffer for My name! (Ac 9:15-16)

				Paul accepted his calling to suffer for Jesus Christ (2Tm 1:12). Furthermore, he wanted Timothy to know that as his missionary apprentice he would experience suffering as well.

				When Jesus prepared the apostles to carry out the Great Commission, He said,"If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you" (Jn 15:20). As we know from the rest of the New Testament, suffering became the story of the apostles' lives following Christ's ascension. James was the first martyr, a victim of Herod's sword (Ac 12:1-2). Tradition tells us that Peter died in Rome, where he requested to be crucified upside down because he felt unworthy to be crucified like his Lord and Master. Though information is limited regarding the other apostles, we're told that most of them ultimately died as martyrs. 

				Paul knew his time had come to face a martyr's death. He also expected the trials Timothy was experiencing to continue and intensify. Consequently, he encouraged him by using three metaphors:

				
						As a good"soldier" he needed to focus on his task, which would please Christ (2Tm 2:3-4).

						As an"athlete" he needed to follow the rules, and he would be honored (v. 5; Heb 12:1-2).

						As a"farmer" he should work hard, and he would be rewarded (2Tm 2:6; cp. 4:7-8).

				

				Reflection and Response

				If we are living in a culture that provides freedom to worship God freely, how can we keep from taking this blessing for granted?

				

				8 Keep your attention on Jesus Christ as risen from the dead and descended from David. This is according to my gospel. 9 I suffer for it to the point of being bound like a criminal, but God's message is not bound. 10 This is why I endure all things for the elect: so that they also may obtain salvation, which is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 11 This saying is trustworthy:

				

				For if we have died with Him,

				we will also live with Him;

				12 if we endure, we will also reign with Him;

				if we deny Him, He will also deny us;

				13 if we are faithless, He remains faithful,

				for He cannot deny Himself.

				A Principle to Live By - Focusing on Christ
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				#5 To fulfill God's will in our lives, we must keep our minds focused on the Lord Jesus Christ—who He is, His ministry, and His promises. 

				Regardless of the trials and tribulations Timothy faced, Paul encouraged him to"keep [his] attention on Jesus Christ"—to remember always that he was serving a risen Savior (v. 8). Even if we die a martyr's death, because Christ is alive, we will"live with Him" (v. 11). This was Paul's personal hope:"For me, living is Christ and dying is gain" (Php 1:21).  (See Php #4:Eternal Values.)

				Paul's"trustworthy" saying may have been a creed used in the early church (2Tm 2:11-13). It conveys one basic message: God is a faithful God who will fulfill His promises. Even if we stumble—like Peter did when he denied the Lord—if we are truly saved by His grace, we will spend eternity in Christ's eternal presence. 

				This great truth is what motivated Paul to endure suffering—so that those chosen in Christ"may obtain salvation" (v. 10). Paul encouraged Timothy to think the same way, to always remember he was serving the risen Lord Jesus Christ.

				Reflection and Response

				As we live our Christian lives, what are some of the other wonderful things we can remember about Jesus Christ?

				

				

	

An Approved Worker

				14 Remind them of these things, charging them before God e not to fight about words; this is in no way profitable and leads to the ruin of the hearers. 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who doesn't need to be ashamed, correctly teaching the word of truth.16 But avoid irreverent, empty speech, for this will produce an even greater measure of godlessness.17 And their word will spread like gangrene; Hymenaeus and Philetus are among them. 18 They have deviated from the truth, saying that the resurrection has already taken place, and are overturning the faith of some. 19 Nevertheless, God's solid foundation stands firm, having this inscription:

				

				The Lord knows those who are His,f and

				Everyone who names the name of the Lord

				must turn away from unrighteousness.

				A Principle to Live By - Countering False Doctrine
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				#6 Spiritual leaders must counteract the lingering influence of false teachers. 

				False teachers in Ephesus were still distorting the gospel of Jesus Christ. Hymenaeus, one of the men Paul had earlier"delivered . . . to Satan [to] be taught not to blaspheme," must have still had a negative influence (1Tm 1:20). Even if he stopped teaching because of Paul's apostolic authority, the false doctrine he had already taught kept negatively influencing those who were being led astray. This helps explain Paul's medical metaphor—that"their word will spread like gangrene" (2Tm 2:17). 

				To counter this false teaching involved more than stopping false teachers. Timothy was to work hard at"correctly teaching the word of truth" (v. 15) and equipping believers to multiply his efforts (v. 2).  (Review 2Tm #3: Mentoring Others.)

				Reflection and Response

				Can you think of any situations where you have seen the lingering negative influences of false teaching?

				

				20 Now in a large house there are not only gold and silver bowls, but also those of wood and clay, some for honorableg use, some for dishonorable.h 21 So if anyone purifies himself from anything dishonorable,i he will be a specialj instrument, set apart, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work.

				22 Flee from youthful passions, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. 23 But reject foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they breed quarrels. 24 The Lord's•slave must not quarrel, but must be gentle to everyone, able to teach,k and patient, 25 instructing his opponents with gentleness. Perhaps God will grant them repentance leading them to the knowledge of the truth. 26 Then they may come to their senses and escape the Devil's trap, having been captured by him to do his will.

				A Principle to Live By - Able to Teach
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				#7 When interacting with false teachers, we should initially respond with sincere patience and gentleness.

				In dealing with false doctrine, Paul encouraged Timothy to avoid using the same worldly communication tactics and style as the false teachers, who loved"to fight about words" (v. 14). Rather, he was to maintain control of his"youthful passions," the emotional intensity that can often take control of younger leaders when they are threatened and feel insecure. Rather, in these intense confrontations, Timothy should reflect the fruit of the Holy Spirit (v. 22). 

				Paul then gave Timothy—and us—a functional definition of the character quality mentioned in his first letter: that a spiritual leader is to be"able to teach" (v. 24; 1Tm 3:2). The Greek term Paul used in both letters is didaktikos. To be this kind of able teacher, Timothy was to respond to the hostile words of his opponents with patience and gentleness, refusing to be drawn into arguments (Pr 15:1). By responding in this way, perhaps the hearts of those who were angrily promoting false teaching would be softened and opened to the Holy Spirit, which in turn would lead them to repentance and a correct knowledge of the truth (2Tm 2:25); they would be set free from"the Devil's trap" (v. 26).

				This term in the classical Greek period actually meant"teachable." By the time it was used in the New Testament era, it had evolved in meaning to be"able to teach." However, from Paul's functional use of this word, it's clear that to be able to communicate effectively, a teacher must have a teachable spirit—patient and gentle even with those who disagree.  (See Pr #31:Able to Teach.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do we reconcile the difference between Paul's exhortations to Titus to confront false teachers in Crete with this exhortation to take a more sensitive approach? (Compare vv. 24-26 with Ti 1:10-11; 3:9-11.)  (See Jr #31:False Teaching.)

				

				

	

Difficult Times Ahead

				3 But know this: Difficult times will come in the last days. 2 For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 unloving, irreconcilable, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, without love for what is good, 4 traitors, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 holding to the form of godliness but denying its power. Avoid these people!

				6 For among them are those who worm their way into households and capture idle women burdened down with sins, led along by a variety of passions, 7 always learning and never able to come to a knowledge of the truth. 8 Just as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so these also resist the truth, men who are corrupt in mind, worthless in regard to the faith. 9 But they will not make further progress, for their lack of understanding will be clear to all, as theirs was also.  (See Ec #8:False Security.)

				

	

Struggles in the Christian Life

				10 But you have followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, and endurance, 11 along with the persecutions and sufferings that came to me in Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra. What persecutions I endured! Yet the Lord rescued me from them all. 12 In fact, all those who want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.  (See 2Co #19:Servant-Leaders.)  13 Evil people and impostors will become worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed. You know those who taught you, 15 and you know that from childhood you have known the sacred Scriptures, which are able to give you wisdom for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is inspired by Godl and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

				A Principle to Live By - Standing Firm on Scripture
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				#8 As people become more and more corrupt in their thinking, attitudes, and actions, we must continue to stand firm on God's message in the Holy Scriptures.

				Though Paul was describing deteriorating humanity in his own cultural context, what he wrote is both historic and prophetic. From a historical perspective, what Paul described certainly helps us understand what had happened, not only in the Roman Empire (Rm 1:18-32), but in the Mesopotamian culture of Abraham's day and in the Egyptian culture when Moses became Israel's deliverer (2Tm 3:8).

				Prophetically, Paul's words to the Romans and to Timothy describe most cultures of the world over the last 2,000-year period. Furthermore, we can be sure that as we draw closer to the second coming of Christ, universal godlessness will increase dramatically!  (See Rm #3:Sin's Devastating Results.)

				Whatever period of time we live in, as believers we must continually align our beliefs and actions with God's plan as revealed in the Holy Scriptures. This is particularly true of spiritual leaders who are charged with the responsibility to teach sound doctrine (2Tm 2:2). Consequently, as Timothy faced worldly influences, Paul directed him to focus on the Holy Scriptures that he had been studying since he was a child.  (See Ps #107 through #124, which focus on the inspired Scriptures)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways are we seeing Paul's description of deteriorating humanity in 2 Timothy 3:1-9 and Romans 1:18-32 being fulfilled in our own culture?

				

				

	

Fulfill Your Ministry

				4 I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus, who is going to judge the living and the dead, and because of His appearing and His kingdom:2 Proclaim the message; persist in it whether convenient or not; rebuke, correct, and encourage with great patience and teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not tolerate sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, will multiply teachers for themselves because they have an itch to hear something new.m 4 They will turn away from hearing the truth and will turn aside to myths. 5 But as for you, be serious about everything, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

				A Principle to Live By - Fulfilling Our Ministry
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				#9 Since we will all appear some day before God and Jesus Christ, we are to diligently fulfill our ministry.

				Paul summarized his main reason for writing this second letter to Timothy. First, he reminded his"dearly loved son" in the faith (1:2) that all of us who serve God and Jesus Christ will someday appear before the Father and the Son to give account of our ministry motives and faithfulness.

				Though what Paul wrote applies to all believers, it has particular application to Christian leaders. In Paul's first letter to the Corinthians, he said we are to build the church on only one true foundation: Jesus Christ. Furthermore, we are to build according to God's divine plan, not our own. God's plan is symbolized by"gold, silver, [and] costly stones." The self-centered and sinful human plan is like"wood, hay, or straw" (1Co 3:12). 

				Paul then summarized what will happen when we stand before God and Jesus Christ:

				If anyone's work that he has built survives, he will receive a reward. If anyone's work is burned up, it will be lost, but he will be saved; yet it will be like an escape through fire. (1Co 3:14-15)  (See 1Co #8:The True Foundation.)

				In this final letter to Timothy, Paul solemnly charged Timothy with nine specific exhortations to enable him to build the church according to God's plan:

				1.	proclaim the message (2Tm 4:2a; cp. 1:1), 

				2.	persist in it whether convenient or not (4:2b; cp. 1:6-7),

				3.	rebuke (4:2c; cp. 3:16),

				4.	correct (4:2d; cp. 3:16),

				5.	encourage (4:2e; cp. 1Tm 2:1; 5:1),

				6.	keep a clear head about everything (2Tm 4:5a; cp. 1Th 5:6,8),

				7.	endure hardship (2Tm 4:5b; cp. 2:3),

				8.	do the work of an evangelist (4:5c; cp. v. 2a), and 

				9.	fulfill your ministry (v. 5d; cp. vv. 2,7).

				Reflection and Response

				As you reflect on the charge Paul gave Timothy, which exhortations are most applicable to all Christians, particularly in view of what Paul stated about all believers? (See 4:3-4.)

				

				6 For I am already being poured out as a •drink offering, and the time for my departure is close. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 There is reserved for me in the future the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me, but to all those who have loved His appearing.

				A Principle to Live By - Being Faithful
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				#10 With God's help, our goal should be to live our lives without regrets.

				At this point, Paul candidly addressed his coming death. In contrast to what he wrote in his letter to the Philippians, there was no uncertainty (Php 1:21-24). Though it may be delayed weeks or months, he knew he was going to die and be with Christ.  (See Php #4:Eternal Values.)

				As Paul reflected back on his Christian life and ministry, he had no regrets. He certainly 
had remorse over his pre-conversion acts of violence against believers, but he also knew he had been completely forgiven. He put his past behind him and pursued the goal before him,"the prize promised by God's heavenly call in Christ Jesus" (Php 3:13-14). 

				Paul was looking forward to receiving the"crown of righteousness" (2Tm 4:8). He knew that he had received eternal life the moment he had trusted Christ to be his redeemer, and he had become righteous through faith (Rm 5:1). But the moment he experienced death, he knew he would be with Christ, awaiting that glorious day when Christ would return and place the victor's crown on his head and on the heads of all true believers (2Co 5:6-10).  (See Ps #87:God's Protection.)

				Reflection and Response

				How should we live as believers so as to have no regrets when we are face-to-face with the Lord Jesus Christ?  (See Ti #6:Motivated by God's Grace.)

				

				

	

Final Instructions

				9 Make every effort to come to me soon, 10 for Demas has deserted me, because he loved this present world, and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. Bring Mark with you, for he is useful to me in the ministry. 12 I have sent Tychicus to Ephesus. 13 When you come, bring the cloak I left in Troas with Carpus, as well as the scrolls, especially the parchments. 14 Alexander the coppersmith did great harm to me. The Lord will repay him according to his works. 15 Watch out for him yourself because he strongly opposed our words.  (See Neh #11:Handling Enemy Attacks.)

				16 At my first defense, no one stood by me, but everyone deserted me. May it not be counted against them. 17 But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that the proclamation might be fully made through me and all the Gentiles might hear. So I was rescued from the lion's mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil work and will bring me safely into His heavenly kingdom. To Him be the glory forever and ever! •Amen.

				A Principle to Live By - A Loyal Friend
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				#11 When even those we've loved and trusted fail to be true and loyal friends, we are to focus on the Lord Jesus Christ who will never forsake us. 

				Evidently, Paul had a preliminary hearing prior to writing this letter. Those in Rome who could have been there to testify for Paul didn't come, probably because of fear. Only Luke stood by Paul's side (v. 11). Regardless,"the Lord stood with" His servant and provided him strength to proclaim the gospel to his Gentile audience (v. 17), answering a prayer request he had shared when he was incarcerated the first time (Eph 6:19-20). 

				Though there may have been logical reasons why other believers had not come to Paul's assistance, there was no excuse for Demas. He deserted Paul"because he loved this present world" (2Tm 4:10). This must have hurt Paul deeply since he considered him, along with Luke, a close associate (Col 4:14). Nevertheless, Paul did not hold a grudge against Demas or even"Alexander the coppersmith" (2Tm 4:14). He simply committed them to the Lord for judgment. 

				Most of us will never face imprisonment and martyrdom, or even being betrayed by close friends and associates. However, any betrayal is painful. In any such circumstance, we must keep"our eyes on Jesus, the source and perfecter of our faith" (Heb 12:2).  (See Heb #18:Focusing on Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				Can you remember how you felt when someone you implicitly trusted betrayed you? How did you respond? 

				

				

	

Benediction

				19 Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus. 20 Erastus has remained at Corinth; I left Trophimus sick at Miletus. 21 Make every effort to come before winter. Eubulus greets you, as do Pudens, Linus, Claudia, and all the •brothers.

				22 The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.
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				Titus

				Author: Paul

				Date of writing: a.d. 62–64

				

			

Introduction

				After Paul and Titus started churches in several cities on the island of Crete, Titus remained on the island to help these churches grow and mature. He had to confront false teachers and at the same time appoint qualified spiritual leaders. To assist him, Paul wrote this letter, clarifying what he must do. 

				Titus demonstrated his willingness and ability to handle difficult assignments. Earlier he had delivered Paul's very direct and difficult letter to the Corinthians. After he established the churches in Crete, he was to go on to Dalmatia, presumably to resolve problems in that location. 

				Titus teaches us principles of faithful service

				

				

				Paul's pastoral letters to both Timothy and Titus focus on practical ministry rather than doctrine. However, he also instructed his missionary companions in core Christian beliefs so they could pass this"sound teaching" along to the believers in Ephesus and Crete. For example, already in the second verse of Paul's letter to Titus, he pointed out that God cannot lie and that He promised the hope of eternal life to those chosen in Christ before time began. He then listed qualifications for spiritual leaders that are firmly grounded in Scripture and theology. And later in this letter, Paul emphasized that the doctrine of grace should motivate all believers to live godly lives.

				Titus teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in Titus

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-4

							
								
								#1: Trustworthy 
Coworkers

							
								
								All spiritual leaders should have dedicated coworkers whom they can trust to fulfill difficult ministry assignments.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:5-6

							
								
								#2: Interpreting 
Scripture Accurately

							
								
								When using the qualities Paul outlined for selecting leaders, we must be sure to define and interpret each quality accurately.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								1:7-9

							
								
								#3: Doctrine of 
Character

							
								
								When using Paul's criteria for selecting spiritual leaders, we should allow a certain amount of freedom so as to be culturally relevant, but we should never compromise God's standards for maturity.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								1:10-16

							
								
								#4: Bold Confrontation

							
								
								Spiritual leaders should confront false teachers with patience and gentleness, but when there is no positive response, they are to take more direct and decisive action.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								2:1-10

							
								
								#5: Knowing and Living

							
								
								We must not assume that teaching believers biblical truths about God, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, salvation, and the second coming of Christ will cause them to live in God's will.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								2:11-14

							
								
								#6: Motivated by God's Grace

							
								
								To help Christians live godly lives, we should motivate them by clearly teaching the wonder of God's saving grace.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								2:15–3:7

							
								
								#7: Conquering Evil with Good

							
								
								Without compromising our own faith, we are to do everything we can to demonstrate Christlike qualities to unbelievers.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								3:13-15

							
								
								#8: Ample Honorarium

							
								
								As local church communities, we are to care for the economic needs of faithful men and women who have been appointed to serve us.

							
								
								8

							
						

					
				

			

			

			

				Titus

				Greeting

				1 Paul, a •slave of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to build upa the faith of God's elect and their knowledge of the truth that leadsb to godliness, 2 in the hope of eternal life that God, who cannot lie, promised before time began. 3 In His own time He has revealed His message in the proclamation that I was entrusted with by the command of God our Savior:

				4 To Titus, my true son in our common faith.

				Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.

				A Principle to Live By - Trustworthy Coworkers

				[image: Getz1375.png]

				#1 All spiritual leaders should have dedicated coworkers whom they can trust to fulfill difficult ministry assignments.

				It appears Paul and Titus had traveled to the very pagan island of Crete and had planted churches in several cities. Paul then left Titus to help these new churches become mature. As he did with Timothy when he left him in Ephesus to resolve some difficult problems, he followed up these assignments with letters containing detailed instructions (vv. 1-5).  (See Eph #9: Building Up One Another.)

				Titus was a Greek who evidently became a believer because of Paul's ministry (Gl 2:1-3). He then became a trusted"partner and coworker" (2Co 8:23). He was a dedicated and faithful servant of Jesus Christ and at times voluntarily took on difficult ministry assignments (2Co 8:16-17; 12:18). Paul knew he could entrust him with this challenging task on the island of Crete. 

				Paul has established a mentoring model for all spiritual leaders. Though he certainly sought God's will through prayer, he also made these choices based on human factors—particularly recommendations from other godly leaders. He chose Timothy because"the brothers at Lystra and Iconium spoke highly of him" 
(Ac 16:2).  (See Ac #30:A Good Reputation.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can spiritual leaders today discover and develop ministry associates who are trustworthy and capable of handling and completing difficult ministry assignments? 

				

				

	

Titus's Ministry in Crete

				5 The reason I left you in Crete was to set right what was left undone and, as I directed you, to appoint elders in every town: 6 one who is blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithfulc children not accused of wildness or rebellion. 

				A Principle to Live By - Interpreting Scripture Accurately
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				#2 When using the qualities Paul outlined for selecting leaders, we must be sure to define and interpret each quality accurately.

				The two qualifications in this succinct paragraph can be easily misinterpreted—being"the husband of one wife" and"having faithful children" (v. 6). 

				

	

The Husband of One Wife

				Regarding the first requirement, there are some who believe Paul was prohibiting divorce and remarriage. Others believe he may have been forbidding polygamy—having more than one wife. However, there is a third, very viable interpretation: as a married man, he was to be morally pure and faithful to his wife. It could be translated,"A man of one woman."

				A Greek man of influence frequently had three women in his life: his wife, a prostitute at the local temple, and a slave girl who lived in his household. However, when these men became followers of Jesus Christ, they were expected to follow God's plan for marriage: being a one-woman man. 

				If this interpretation is accurate, Paul was saying to Timothy and Titus that any man who is appointed to eldership must be sexually loyal to only one woman, his wife (cp. 1Tm 3:2). Obviously, it took time for men who were converted out of this kind of paganism to overcome their immoral sexual practices and addictions. Until they did and had proven themselves, Paul was insisting they should by no means become spiritual leaders in the church.

				

	

Having Faithful Children

				The second qualification that is often misinterpreted is"having faithful children" or, as Paul wrote to Timothy, a well-managed household (1Tm 3:4). To understand this requirement, we must again understand both the textual information as well as the cultural setting. 

				First, Paul was not saying an elder must be married and have children. Rather, if a man is married, he must be loyal to his wife, and if he has adult children, they should be growing in Christ. Paul would certainly not be requiring something of elders he didn't require of himself or Timothy or Titus, who were all probably unmarried. 

				Second, Paul used two words to describe unacceptable behavior:"wildness" and"rebellion." Peter used the first term, translated"wild living," to describe adults who were engaging"in unrestrained behavior, evil desires, drunkenness, orgies, carousing, and lawless idolatry" (1Pt 4:3). Paul used the second word as a label"for those who kill their fathers and mothers . . . for the sexually immoral and homosexuals, for kidnappers, liars, perjurers" (1Tm 1:9-10). 

				The Greek term translated"children" was used for all ages. Here, Paul was not referring to small children or even to older children in their teens. He was describing grown children—some already married with children of their own—and who were part of the extended family living together in the same household compound (a common cultural pattern). 

				Since these were adult children who had blatantly rejected the gospel and were engaging in outright paganistic behavior, they could be compared to Eli's sons, who even as priests were immoral and wicked, and who"had no regard for the Lord" and"treated the Lord's offering with contempt" (1Sm 2:12,17).  (See 1Sm #6:A Well-Managed Family.)

				These explanations in no way lower God's standard for leadership. However, a careful look at the textual material and the cultural dynamics enable us to be realistic in terms of what God expects as a standard of behavior for those who serve in the highest levels of leadership in the church. The important issue is the way grown children who are walking out of God's will affect a spiritual leader's reputation. This will vary from culture to culture.

				Reflection and Response

				What are some problems we create in our churches today when we misinterpret these scriptural requirements? 

				

				7 For an •overseer, as God's administrator, must be blameless, not arrogant, not hot-tempered, not addicted to wine, not a bully, not greedy for money, 8 but hospitable, loving what is good, sensible, righteous, holy, self-controlled, 9 holding to the faithful message as taught, so that he will be able both to encourage with sound teaching and to refute those who contradict it.

				A Principle to Live By - Doctrine of Character

				[image: Getz1377.png]

				#3 When using Paul's criteria for selecting spiritual leaders, we should allow a certain amount of freedom so as to be culturally relevant, but we should never compromise God's standards for maturity.  (See 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity.)

				There is certainly some relativity in using these qualities of maturity to select spiritual leaders in specific cultural situations. We see Paul applying this principle when we compare the character qualities he outlined in 1 Timothy and those he listed in this letter to Titus. 

				Characteristics for elders/overseers in both Titus and 1 Timothy:

				
						Above reproach or blameless (Ti 1:6,7; 1Tm 3:2),

						husband of one wife (Ti 1:6; 1Tm 3:2),

						manages his own household competently; having faithful children (Ti 1:6; 1Tm 3:4-5),

						not addicted to wine (Ti 1:7; 1Tm 3:3),

						not a bully (Ti 1:7; 1Tm 3:3),

						not greedy for money (Ti 1:7; 1Tm 3:3),

						hospitable (Ti 1:8; 1Tm 3:2), and

						self-controlled, sensible (Ti 1:8; 1Tm 3:2).

				

				Characteristics unique to 1 Timothy:

				
						Respectable (1Tm 3:2),

						an able teacher (1Tm 3:2),

						gentle (1Tm 3:3),

						not quarrelsome (1Tm 3:3),

						not be a new convert (1Tm 3:6), and

						a good reputation among outsiders (1Tm 3:7).

				

				

				Characteristics unique to Titus:

				
						Not arrogant (Ti 1:7),

						not hot-tempered (v. 7),

						loving what is good (v. 8),

						righteous (v. 8),

						holy (v. 8), and

						holding to the faithful message (v. 9).

				

				

				These comparative profiles demonstrate the cultural freedom the Holy Spirit gave Paul in addressing specific character issues. However, even if there is some relativity in elder/overseer qualifications, these lists present a basic doctrine of character. When considered as a whole and interpreted accurately, we have comprehensive biblical criteria for evaluating the degree to which potential spiritual leaders are reflecting the life of Jesus Christ. Furthermore, we have a profile that outlines goals and expectations for all believers for living in the will of God.

				Reflection and Response

				In applying this Principle to Live By, how can we have a certain amount of cultural freedom without violating God's will in selecting leaders?

				

				10 For there are also many rebellious people, full of empty talk and deception, especially those from Judaism.d11 It is necessary to silence them; they overthrow whole households by teaching what they shouldn't in order to get money dishonestly. 12 One of their very own prophets said,

				

				Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.

				

				13 This testimony is true. So, rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith 14 and may not pay attention to Jewish myths and the commands of men who reject the truth.

				15 To the pure, everything is pure, but to those who are defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure; in fact, both their mind and conscience are defiled. 16 They profess to know God, but they deny Him by their works. They are detestable, disobedient, and disqualified for any good work.

				A Principle to Live By - Bold Confrontation
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				#4 Spiritual leaders should confront false teachers with patience and gentleness, but when there is no positive response, they are to take more direct and decisive action.

				When Paul wrote his second letter to Timothy, he directed him to help false teachers to see the truth and respond in repentance to God's grace; he was to be gentle and patient (2Tm 2:24-26).  (See 2Tm #7:Able to Teach.)

				By contrast, when Paul wrote to Titus, he directed him to be much more confrontational. False teachers, driven by unashamed greediness, were already destroying"whole households" (Ti 1:11). These evil deceivers had to be silenced. Paul was recommending the same approach that he himself had used in his letter to the Galatians. He was very direct and confrontational because of the destructive influence of false teachers.  (See Gl #1:God's Free Gift.)

				Paul clarified this approach when he said that Titus should warn these evil men at least twice before taking this kind of action. However, if they continued to be divisive and destructive, he had no choice but to reject them as leaders (Ti 3:10-11). This meant avoiding them completely and warning all believers to do the same.  (See Neh #9:Internal Conflicts.)

				Reflection and Response

				What evidence is there in this letter that these false teachers were evil, unrepentant unbelievers? 
(See 1:15-16.)

				

				

	

Sound Teaching and Christian Living

				2 But you must say the things that are consistent with sound teaching. 2 Older men are to be level headed, worthy of respect, sensible, and sound in faith, love, and endurance. 3 In the same way, older women are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not addicted to much wine. They are to teach what is good, 4 so they may encourage the young women to love their husbands and to love their children, 5 to be self-controlled, pure, homemakers, kind, and submissive to their husbands, so that God's message will not be slandered.  (See Pr #26: A Godly Woman; 1Tm #7: Qualified Assistants.)

				6 In the same way, encourage the young men to be self-controlled 7 in everything. Make yourself an example of good works with integrity and dignity e in your teaching. 8 Your message is to be sound beyond reproach, so that the opponent will be ashamed, having nothing bad to say about us.

				9 •Slaves are to be submissive to their masters in everything, and to be well-pleasing, not talking back 10 or stealing, but demonstrating utter faithfulness, so that they may adorn the teaching of God our Savior in everything.

				A Principle to Live By - Knowing and Living
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				#5 We must not assume that teaching believers biblical truths about God, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, salvation, and the second coming of Christ will cause them to live in God's will. 

				Biblical doctrine alone will not create godliness. In fact, Paul began this letter by saying that in his own ministry, he was committed to helping"God's elect" to come to the"knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness" (1:1). To achieve this goal, we also must"say the things that are consistent with sound teaching" (2:1). Paul then proceeded to outline for Titus detailed character profiles for older men, older women, young women, young men, and slaves. He even exhorted Titus himself to model Christlike living.

				Reflection and Response

				How do Paul's letters to the Romans and the Ephesians demonstrate that Christians must be taught not only what to believe but also how to live?  (See Rm #21:Christ-Centered Worship.)

				

				11 For the grace of God has appeared with salvationf for all people,12 instructing us to deny godlessness and worldly lusts and to live in a sensible, righteous, and godly way in the present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14 He gave Himself for us to •redeem us from all lawlessness and to cleanse for Himself a people for His own possession, eager to do good works.

				A Principle to Live By - Motivated by God's Grace
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				#6 To help Christians live godly lives, we should motivate them by clearly teaching the wonder of God's saving grace.

				After outlining characteristics that reflect Christlike living for spiritual leaders as well as all age groups, Paul addressed what should motivate all believers to turn from sin and embrace godliness while they wait for Christ to return: God's mercy and saving grace. 

				When we fully comprehend the mercies of God in justifying us by faith despite our sinful condition, and enabling us to live a new life in Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit, how can we not commit our lives in worship (Rm 1–11 and 12:1-2)? When as Christians we truly understand what God has done for us in choosing us, redeeming us, and sealing our redemption with the Holy Spirit, how can we do less than"walk worthy" of this great calling (Eph 4:1; see also 1:3-14)?  (See Ezr #13:God's Grace.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does this grace principle keep Christians from going to extremes—either legalistic Christian living or ignoring the importance of godliness?

				

				15 Say these things, and encourage and rebuke with all authority. Let no one disregardg you.

				

	

Christian Living among Outsiders

				3 Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work, 2 to slander no one, to avoid fighting, and to be kind, always showing gentleness to all people. 3 For we too were once foolish, disobedient, deceived, enslaved by various passions and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, detesting one another.

				

				4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love

				for mankind appeared,

				5 He saved us —

				not by works of righteousness that we had done,

				but according to His mercy,

				through the washing of regeneration

				and renewal by the Holy Spirit.

				6 He poured out this Spirit on us abundantly

				through Jesus Christ our Savior,

				7 so that having been •justified by His grace,

				we may become heirs with the hope of eternal life.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Conquering Evil with Good
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				#7 Without compromising our own faith, we are to do everything we can to demonstrate Christlike qualities to unbelievers. 

				As people put their faith in Christ throughout the Roman world, they had no choice but to live in a pagan environment permeated with the worst kinds of sinful behavior. However, this was also their opportunity to carry out the Great Commission in their own communities—to be"salt" and"light" in an evil world (Mt 5:13-16). They were to do all they could to"conquer evil with good" in their relationships with government officials, unsaved neighbors, business associates, and even nominal Jews (Rm 12:21). 

				These Cretan believers were to"be ready for every good work" (Ti 3:1) because of God's grace in saving them and delivering them from their corrupt lifestyles. They were to strive to be cordial and gentle toward their unsaved neighbors and associates, remembering that they were once just like them. Since God had bestowed His mercy and grace on them, they should demonstrate mercy and grace toward those who were still lost in sin.  (See Ps #35:Extending God's Grace.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we practice this principle without compromising biblical standards of righteousness?  (See 1Pt #5:A Holy People; 1Pt #8: Marital Relationships.)

				

				8 This saying is trustworthy. I want you to insist on these things, so that those who have believed God might be careful to devote themselves to good works. These are good and profitable for everyone. 9 But avoid foolish debates, genealogies, quarrels, and disputes about the law, for they are unprofitable and worthless. 10 Reject a divisive person after a first and second warning, 11 knowing that such a person is perverted and sins, being self-condemned.  (Review Ti #4: Bold Confrontation.)

				

	

Final Instructions and Closing

				12 When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, make every effort to come to me in Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. 13 Diligently help Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their journey, so that they will lack nothing.

				14 And our people must also learn to devote themselves to good works for cases of urgent need, so that they will not be unfruitful. 15 All those who are with me greet you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with all of you.

				A Principle to Live By - Ample Honorarium

				#8 As local church communities, we are to care for the economic needs of faithful men and women who have been appointed to serve us. 

				[image: Getz1382.png]

				It appears that Zenas and Apollos delivered this letter to Titus. In turn, Titus was to make sure the churches in Crete met their economic needs. Similarly, Phoebe,"a servant of the church in Cenchreae," evidently delivered the Roman letter. Because of her faithfulness and trustworthiness in ministry, the 
believers in Rome were to"assist her" in any way possible (Rm 16:1-2).

				These instructions to Titus also correlate with Paul's instructions to Timothy to make sure that hard-working elders/overseers were to be cared for economically (1Tm 5:17). In fact, this is a principle God established early in the history of Israel and reinforced in the New Testament. As Paul wrote,

				For the Scripture says: Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain, and, the worker is worthy of his wages. (1Tm 5:18)  (See Nm #26:Motivation in Ministry.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can churches become more faithful in caring for the material needs of those who serve them faithfully?

				

				

				
					
						a1:1 Or according to

					

					
						b1:1 Or corresponds

					

					
						c1:6 Or believing

					

					
						d1:10 Lit the circumcision

					

					
						e2:7 Other mss add incorruptibility

					

					
						f2:11 Or appeared, bringing salvation ; or appeared with saving power

					

					
						g2:15 Or despise

					

				

			

	

				Philemon

				Author: Paul

				Date of writing: a.d. 60

				

			

Introduction

				Philemon was a wealthy church leader in Colossae. One of his slaves, Onesimus, had escaped, met Paul in Rome, and became a believer. Understandably, he was reluctant to return to Philemon's household since he could be severely punished. Nevertheless, Paul was sending him back to Colossae to face the consequences of his crime, but he was also asking Philemon to forgo charges and welcome him back as a brother in Christ. 

				Philemon teaches us principles of law and grace

				

				

				This letter is one of Paul's Prison Epistles, along with Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians. They were written while Paul was under house arrest in Rome. In this very personal letter, Paul commended Philemon for his sincere love for Christ and the church. On the basis of that love, he appealed to him to show brotherly love to Onesimus too. 

				Philemon teaches us principles of merciful love

				

				

				Onesimus had broken the law, rebelled against Philemon, and probably cost him financially due to the lost manpower. Before the news came that his slave had become a Christian, Philemon was probably furious. Though we live in a far different cultural situation, most of us can identify with Philemon's feelings. When somebody commits a crime against us and then becomes a Christian, it is very hard to overcome the emotions of pride, anger, and vengefulness. We must realize that this person is now a brother or sister in Christ, and though there may be legal consequences for criminal behavior, Jesus has called us to extend forgiveness. 

				Philemon teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in Philemon

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1-3

							
								
								#1: Confronting 
Sensitive Issues

							
								
								To resolve certain problems, spiritual leaders must communicate with everyone in a local church.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								4-16

							
								
								#2: Demonstrating Wisdom

							
								
								To carry out Christ's mission to the world, we must demonstrate wisdom toward all people.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								17-22

							
								
								#3: The Judeo-Christian Ethic

							
								
								Though God has not promised that we can significantly change our culture at large, as believers we are to be faithful in demonstrating biblical values.

							
								
								3

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Philemon

				Greeting

				Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother:

				To Philemon our dear friend and coworker, 2 to Apphia our sister, a to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church that meets in your home.

				3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

				

	

Philemon's Love and Faith

				4 I always thank my God when I mention you in my prayers, 5 because I hear of your love and faith towardb the Lord Jesus and for all the •saints. 6 I pray that your participation in the faith may become effective through knowing every good thing that is in us c for the glory of Christ. 7 For I have great joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, brother.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Confronting Sensitive Issues
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				#1 To resolve certain problems, spiritual leaders must communicate with everyone in a local 
church. 

				Philemon was apparently a well-to-do businessman in Colossae. Though Paul had not visited the Colossian church, he knew this man well. Perhaps he had led him to Christ in Ephesus (Ac 19:10).

				Onesimus, one of Philemon's slaves, had run away and ended up in Rome, where Paul was under house arrest. In God's providence, he met Paul and became a believer as well as a faithful and devoted servant to his new mentor in the faith. 

				Paul's letter focused on a very sensitive request: asking Philemon to welcome Onesimus back,"no longer as a slave, but more than a slave—as a dearly loved brother" (v. 16). This request would have opened the door to incredible social problems. If Philemon welcomed Onesimus back without enforcing a penalty, what about the other slaves in his household? What about other slaves in the church in Colossae? What about the impact in the larger pagan community and the potential persecution that would result?

				These questions clarify why Paul not only addressed this letter to Philemon but to"the church" that met in his house (v. 2). It also explains why he addressed the letter to Apphia, who was probably Philemon's wife, who would be significantly impacted if her husband followed through on Paul's request. Wives in the Roman culture managed the daily affairs in their households, which included giving overall supervision to a number of slaves. If Philemon's wife had not heard directly from Paul, it may have created tension in his household and in the church that met in his home. If Philemon served as the primary leader in the church in Colossae, that would have complicated this master-slave issue even more. 

				Reflection and Response

				What personal issues are there today that may need to be addressed in the larger Christian community? What issues should be dealt with individually and resolved at that level of communication? (See Mt 18:15-17.)  (See Gl #11:The Process of Restoration.)

				

				

	

An Appeal for Onesimus

				8 For this reason, although I have great boldness in Christ to command you to do what is right, 9 I appeal to you, instead, on the basis of love. I, Paul, as an elderly mand and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus, 10 appeal to you for my son, Onesimus.e I fathered him while I was in chains. 11 Once he was useless to you, but now he is useful both to you and to me. 12 I am sending him back to you as a part of myself. f, g13 I wanted to keep him with me, so that in my imprisonment for the gospel he might serve me in your place. 14 But I didn't want to do anything without your consent, so that your good deed might not be out of obligation, but of your own free will. 15 For perhaps this is why he was separated from you for a brief time, so that you might get him back permanently, 16 no longer as a •slave, but more than a slave — as a dearly loved brother. He is especially so to me, but even more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Demonstrating Wisdom
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				#2 To carry out Christ's mission to the world, we must demonstrate wisdom toward all people.

				To understand Paul's approach to slavery in the New Testament church and in Philemon's family particularly, we must carefully consider the larger social dynamics. Slavery held the entire Roman civilization together politically, economically, and socially. In Italy, slaves made up 25 to 30 percent of the population. Many of them actually managed the daily operations in the highest places in government. Unfortunately, the majority functioned in impoverished and difficult circumstances regardless of their assigned roles. All slaves were considered as property. Their time, their children, and what little they possessed personally belonged to their masters. Though some were treated well, others were terribly abused and then discarded like worn-out equipment. 

				Paul understood all of these social dynamics. To attack this evil system directly could have led to counter attacks and persecution from the Roman legions, which could have wiped out whole Christian communities. Instead, he addressed the issue by focusing on the love of Jesus Christ, the One who became a slave so that all people could have eternal life. Against this backdrop, we can comprehend more fully Paul's instructions to slaves and masters as well as Peter's.  (See  Col #8:Mutual Instruction.)

				This larger cultural scenario also helps us to understand Paul's appeal to Philemon:

				
						Though Paul had apostolic authority to order Philemon to welcome Onesimus back as a brother in Christ, he based his appeal on the love of Christ (Phm 8-9a).

						Paul exemplified this love in his own willingness to suffer in a Roman prison so others could come to know freedom in Christ (vv. 9b-10). 

						He demonstrated Christ's love by respecting Philemon's role as the leader in his family, the church, and in the larger community (vv. 12-14).

				

				Reflection and Response

				Though most of us do not face the same difficult circumstances in our cultural situations, what can we learn from Paul's approach to slavery in the Roman world?  (See Col #9:Prayer and Evangelism.)

				

				17 So if you consider me a partner, accept him as you would me. 18 And if he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account.19 I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I will repay it — not to mention to you that you owe me even your own self. 20 Yes, brother, may I have joy from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Since I am confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 22 But meanwhile, also prepare a guest room for me, for I hope that through your prayers I will be restored to you.

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - The Judeo-Christian Ethic
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				#3 Though God has not promised that we can significantly change our culture at large, as believers we are to be faithful in demonstrating biblical values.

				We're not told how Philemon responded to Paul's approach. We can assume, however, that Paul's letter caused some intense dialogue. Imagine also what happened if Paul came to Colossae and stayed in Philemon's guest house. Knowing Philemon's commitment to Christ, we can speculate that he helped the Colossian church become a glowing example of Christlike love. 

				We do know from church history that the message of Christ's love virtually eliminated slavery in New Testament churches. Since both slave and free became one in Christ (Gl 3:28; cp. Col 3:11), dominating and controlling fellow Christians could not continue without seriously violating the will of God. Though the secular world virtually ignored this revolutionary lifestyle among Christians, those who became believers joined these expanding communities of faith and became light in the darkness.  (See Ru #6:A Godly Businessman.)

				Reflection and Response

				In view of the fact that Western culture has to a great extent been based on the Judeo-Christian ethic leading to the proposition that all men are created equal, why did slavery initially thrive in the West? 

				

				

	

Final Greetings

				23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you, and so do 24 Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my coworkers.

				25 The grace of the Lord h Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

				

				
					
						a2 Other mss read our beloved

					

					
						b5 Lit faith that you have toward

					

					
						c6 Other mss read in you

					

					
						d9 Or an ambassador

					

					
						e10 In Gk, Onesimus means useful.

					

					
						f12 Other mss read him back. Receive him as a part of myself.

					

					
						g12 Lit you — that is, my inward parts

					

					
						h25 Other mss read our Lord

					

				

			

	

				Hebrews

				Author: Unknown

				Date of writing: a.d. 64–68

				

			

Introduction

				The book of Hebrews is anonymous, but the author was evidently a mature Jewish Christian. His audience was apparently a Jewish Christian congregation, some of whom were true believers, others uncertain, and others resisting belief. Some of the unbelieving Jews actually attempted to lead believers astray, teaching false doctrine about rituals and works. At different points, the author specifically addressed each group. He encouraged the true Christians, appealed to the uncertain seekers, and admonished the unbelievers. 

				Hebrews teaches us principles of communicating God's message

				

				

				This book is essentially a written theological sermon. Its purpose was to help Jews understand who Jesus is—that He is superior to the angels, and His superior sacrifice ushered in the new covenant. The author presented evidence that Jesus is the Messiah promised in the Old Testament. He also referred to the signs and miracles Jesus performed to prove His deity. 

				Hebrews teaches us principles of verifying God's message

				

				

				The book of Hebrews explains how Jesus Christ fulfilled the role of high priest while at the same time changing the nature of the priesthood. He superseded the Levitical priests and the sons of Aaron. The mysterious Melchizedek, who preceded and transcended the ceremonial laws and regulations passed down by Moses, illustrates Christ's priesthood. Today, rather than a fallible human priest, Christians have Jesus Christ, our great high priest and mediator who is seated at the right hand of the Father. Because of Christ, we can confidently approach the throne of God with our praise, prayers, and petitions.

				Hebrews teaches us principles of Christ the mediator

				

				

				Jesus also fulfilled the ritual of blood sacrifice. When the saints of the Old Testament offered their sacrifices day after day and year after year, they were trusting God and looking forward to a time when the ultimate, perfect sacrifice would take away every sin, once for all. Jesus is that perfect sacrificial Lamb of God. Today, true believers look back on the shedding of His blood as an atonement for sin—past, present, and future. 

				Hebrews teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of principles in Hebrews

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-4

							
								
								#1: The Person of Christ

							
								
								To be truly Christian, we must believe in Jesus Christ—who He is and what He has done for us through His life, death, resurrection, and ascension.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:5-14

							
								
								#2: Christ in Context

							
								
								To discover who Jesus Christ really is, we should consult both the Old and the New Testaments.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								2:1-4

							
								
								#3: A Great Salvation

							
								
								To verify the salvation message, we should carefully consider the historical evidence for believing that Jesus Christ is indeed the incarnate Son of God.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:5-18

							
								
								#4: The Suffering Savior

							
								
								To become true Christ-followers, we must believe that He became the incarnate Son of God and the suffering Savior who died for our sins.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								3:1-6

							
								
								#5: The Preeminent Savior

							
								
								We must never consider any biblical personality equal with or greater than the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								3:12-19

							
								
								#6: Heart Evaluation

							
								
								If we profess to be Christ-followers, we should test the reality of our faith by honestly evaluating how we live.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								4:1-13

							
								
								#7: The Word of God

							
								
								We should always measure our spiritual experiences by the truth of Scripture.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								4:14-16

							
								
								#8: Our Great High Priest

							
								
								To communicate and fellowship with God, we are to approach Him through His Son, Jesus Christ.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								5:1-10

							
								
								#9: The God-Man

							
								
								We must approach God understanding and believing that only Jesus Christ can represent us before the Father.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								5:11–6:8

							
								
								#10: Hardened Hearts

							
								
								Though the door of salvation is still open to all people, we must understand that some will ultimately reject the gospel message.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								6:9-20

							
								
								#11: Modeling Salvation

							
								
								As believers, we are to faithfully demonstrate our faith, hope, and love to unbelievers.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								7:1-28

							
								
								#12: Our Eternal Priest

							
								
								Spiritual leaders are always to direct believers to Jesus Christ, the great high priest, not to themselves.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								8:1-13

							
								
								#13: A New Covenant Experience

							
								
								To become true believers today, we must experience the transforming ministry of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and lives.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								9:6-28

							
								
								#14: The Blood of Christ

							
								
								To inherit eternal life, we must experience redemption and forgiveness that comes through Christ's shed blood.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								10:19-25

							
								
								#15: Building Up One Another

							
								
								Once we receive the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, we are to become a functioning part of God's family.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								10:26-39

							
								
								#16: Steadfast 
Endurance

							
								
								As believers, we must not allow those who have deliberately and persistently rejected the gospel to instill doubt in our hearts.

							
								
								16

							
						

						
								
								11:1-40

							
								
								#17: Faith that Endures

							
								
								When we are tempted to doubt, we should reflect on all the evidence God has given us to demonstrate His redemptive plan.

							
								
								17

							
						

						
								
								12:1-2

							
								
								#18: Focusing on Christ

							
								
								We should always focus our thoughts on the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the source and perfecter of our faith.

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								12:3-13

							
								
								#19: God's Discipline

							
								
								Whenever we walk out of God's will, we should be reassured that we are His children when we experience His discipline in our lives.

							
								
								19

							
						

						
								
								12:14-17

							
								
								#20: Gentleness and Patience

							
								
								We should never lose our passion and concern for unbelievers.

							
								
								20

							
						

						
								
								12:18-29

							
								
								#21: Eternal Judgment

							
								
								We must never compromise the message of judgment that awaits all who reject God's redemptive plan.

							
								
								21

							
						

						
								
								13:1-6

							
								
								#22: Guidelines for Christian Living

							
								
								We are to demonstrate our vertical relationship with Jesus Christ by reflecting God's holiness in all of our horizontal relationships.

							
								
								22

							
						

						
								
								13:7-17

							
								
								#23: Following Godly Leaders

							
								
								To grow and mature in our Christian lives, we must learn from godly leaders we respect and trust.

							
								
								23

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Hebrews

				The Nature of the Son

				1 Long ago God spoke to the fathers by the prophets at different times and in different ways.2 In these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. God has appointed Him heir of all things and made the universea through Him. 3 The Son is the radianceb of God's glory and the exact expressionc of His nature, sustaining all things by His powerful word. After making purification for sins, d He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.e4 So He became higher in rank than the angels, just as the name He inherited is superior to theirs.

				A Principle to Live By - The Person of Christ

				[image: Getz1386.png]

				#1 To be truly Christian, we must believe in Jesus Christ—who He is and what He has done for us through His life, death, resurrection, and ascension. 

				In the opening paragraph of what is essentially a written sermon, the author of Hebrews began with a brief but comprehensive description of Jesus Christ that speaks to both saved and unsaved. In seven succinct statements, we discover who Jesus is and what He has done, is doing, and will do:

				1.	God made Him heir of everything (v. 2a; cp. Col 1:16).

				2.	Through Christ, God made everything (Heb 1:2b; cp. Jn 1:3).

				3.	Through Christ, we can see God's glory (Heb 1:3a; cp. Jn 1:14).

				4.	Through Christ, God revealed His nature or image (Heb 1:3b; cp. Col 1:15).

				5.	Through Christ, God holds the universe together (Heb 1:3c; cp. Col 1:17).

				6.	Jesus Christ became the ultimate sacrifice for the sins of the world (Heb 1:3d; cp. 1Pt 1:18-19).

				7.	God has given Jesus Christ ultimate authority and honor (Heb 1:3e; cp. 1Pt 3:22).

				Reflection and Response

				Since true believers are joint heirs with Christ, how should this impact our sense of assurance and security when it comes to our eternal life?  (See Rm #16:Security in Christ.)

				

				

	

The Son Superior to Angels

				5 For to which of the angels did He ever say, You are My Son; today I have become Your Father,f, g or again, I will be His Father, and He will be My Son?h 6 When He againi brings His firstborn into the world, He says, And all God's angels must worship Him.j 7 And about the angels He says:

				

				He makes His angels winds,k

				and His servantsla fiery flame,m

				

				8 but ton the Son:

				Your throne, God,

				is forever and ever,

				and the scepter of Your kingdom

				is a scepter of justice.

				9 You have loved righteousness

				and hated lawlessness;

				this is why God, Your God,

				has anointed You

				with the oil of joy

				rather than Your companions.o, p

				

				10 And:

				

				In the beginning, Lord,

				You established the earth,

				and the heavens are the works of Your hands;

				11 they will perish, but You remain.

				They will all wear out like clothing;

				12 You will roll them up like a cloak, q

				and they will be changed like a robe.

				But You are the same,

				and Your years will never end.r

				

				

				13 Now to which of the angels has He ever said:

				

				Sit at My right hand

				until I make Your enemies Your footstool?s, t

				

				14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve those who are going to inherit salvation?

				A Principle to Live By - Christ in Context
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				#2 To discover who Jesus Christ really is, we should consult both the Old and the New 
Testaments.

				Informed Jews knew that thousands upon thousands of angels accompanied the Lord in revealing the old covenant at Mount Sinai (Dt 33:2; Ps 68:17; cp. Gl 3:19). To complicate the theological situation, Jewish scribes added substantially to what the Holy Spirit had revealed about angels in the Old Testament. Consequently, the author of Hebrews addressed an audience that had an Old Testament perspective distorted by false teaching. 

				In response, the author skillfully wove together seven Old Testament references to demonstrate that Jesus Christ is far superior to angels—in fact, He is God's Son and angels worship Him. Though many Jews struggled with this truth, in light of the complete New Testament revelation we know the great reality that Jesus Christ is the eternal God (Heb 1:8; Jn 1:5-14).  (See Jn #19:One With God.)

				Reflection and Response

				Can you describe various religious groups today who honor Jesus Christ but do not believe that He is God who became flesh?

				

				

	

Warning against Neglect

				2 We must, therefore, pay even more attention to what we have heard, so that we will not drift away. 2 For if the message spoken through angels was legally bindingu and every transgression and disobedience received a just punishment,3 how will we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was first spoken by the Lord and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him.4 At the same time, God also testified by signs and wonders, various miracles, and distributions of gifts from the Holy Spirit according to His will.

				A Principle to Live By - A Great Salvation
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				#3 To verify the salvation message, we should carefully consider the historical evidence for believing that Jesus Christ is indeed the incarnate Son of God. 

				There are those who have concluded that that the idea of Jesus Christ as God-man and Savior of the world is just another religious story. Not so! When God revealed His message, He verified in miraculous ways who He is and that what He said is true! 

				When God spoke from Mount Sinai, He did so in the context of"thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain surrounded by smoke" (Ex 20:18). Now,"in these last days," God"has spoken to us by His Son" in ways that demonstrate that He is"the way, the truth, and the life" (Heb 1:2; Jn 14:6). Jesus not only worked many miraculous signs—such as changing water to wine, healing incurable diseases, and raising the dead (Jn 20:30-31)—but also fulfilled many Old Testament prophecies in exact detail.  (See Jn #24:Physical Death and Eternal Hope.)

				Furthermore, the apostles He chose performed some of the same miracles to verify the same message—that Jesus Christ is indeed the Son of God and the Savior of the world (Ac 2:43; 4:33). This verification was expanded to many other New Testament believers when God proved the reality of their conversion to Christ with a variety of gifts from the Holy Spirit (1Co 1:4-7; Gl 3:5; 1Th 1:4-5). 

				The author of Hebrews pleaded with his Jewish audience not to engage in the same unbelief as those who heard Jesus and the apostles speak and witnessed these miracles firsthand but still refused to respond to the gospel. Jesus spoke this same message to His Jewish brothers:

				You pore over the Scriptures because you think you have eternal life in them, yet they testify about Me. And you are not willing to come to Me so that you may have life. (Jn 5:39-40)  (See Jn #11:Christ's Deity.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do so many people reject the biblical story without ever carefully considering its historicity, its fulfilled prophecies, and what it truly says about the Lord Jesus Christ?

				

				

	

Jesus and Humanity

				5 For He has not subjected to angels the world to come that we are talking about. 6 But one has somewhere testified:

				

				What is man that You remember him,

				or the son of man that You care for him?

				7 You made him lower than the angels

				for a short time;

				You crowned him with glory and honor v

				8 and subjected everything under his feet.w

				

				For in subjecting everything to him, He left nothing that is not subject to him. As it is, we do not yet see everything subjected to him.9 But we do see Jesus — made lower than the angels for a short time so that by God's grace He might taste death for everyone — crowned with glory and honor because of His suffering in death.

				10 For in bringing many sons to glory, it was entirely appropriate that God — all things exist for Him and through Him — should make the sourcex of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11 For the One who •sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father.y That is why Jesus is not ashamed to call them •brothers, 12 saying:

				

				I will proclaim Your name to My brothers;

				I will sing hymns to You in the congregation.z

				

				13 Again, I will trust in Him.aa And again, Here I am with the children God gave Me.ab

				14 Now since the children have flesh and blood in common, Jesus also shared in these, so that through His death He might destroy the one holding the power of death — that is, the Devil — 15 and free those who were held in slavery all their lives by the fear of death. 16 For it is clear that He does not reach out to help angels, but to help Abraham's offspring. 17 Therefore, He had to be like His brothers in every way, so that He could become a merciful and faithful high priest in serviceac to God, to make •propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For since He Himself was tested and has suffered, He is able to help those who are tested.

				A Principle to Live By - The Suffering Savior
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				#4 To become true Christ-followers, we must believe that He became the incarnate Son of God and the suffering Savior who died for our sins. 

				The Jews had a difficult time understanding and accepting that the Messiah they were expecting had to be rejected and die before He became their king. Even after Jesus was resurrected, the apostles were still confused, asking,"Lord, are You restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time?" (Ac 1:6). Most first-century Jews continued to wrestle theologically with who Jesus really is—God who came in human flesh to be our crucified Savior. What they had been taught about the superior place of angels added to their spiritual confusion.

				The author of Hebrews addressed these great truths. Citing David in Psalm 8, he reviewed how God created Adam and Eve in His image and gave them authority over all creation (Gn 1:26-28). However, David was not only speaking historically about Adam and Eve, but also prophetically about Jesus Christ, who became the God-man. Jesus was the second Adam, coming to defeat death and to sanctify all the descendants of the first Adam. Jesus temporarily was"made lower than the angels" (Heb 2:9) as the incarnate Son of God, He identified with all human beings, and then He became the suffering Savior. He died for the sins of the world and then, through His resurrection and ascension, He assumed His rightful position and became a great high priest for all who believe and receive the message of salvation. 

				When we become members of God's family through faith, we have ready access to the Father, who sees us as perfect in Christ even though we are still afflicted by the impact of sin. Furthermore, Satan can be defeated in our lives because Christ defeated him at the cross.

				Reflection and Response

				How do Paul's words in Philippians 2:5-11 help us understand this rather complex section in Hebrews 2:5-18?

				

				

	

Our Apostle and High Priest

				3 Therefore, holy •brothers and companions in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confession;2 He was faithful to the One who appointed Him, just as Moses was in all God's household. 3 For Jesus is considered worthy of more glory than Moses, just as the builder has more honor than the house. 4 Now every house is built by someone, but the One who built everything is God.5 Moses was faithful as a servant in all God's household, as a testimony to what would be said in the future. 6 But Christ was faithful as a Son over His household. And we are that household if we hold on to the courage and the confidence of our hope. ad

				A Principle to Live By - The Preeminent Savior
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				#5 We must never consider any biblical personality equal with or greater than the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

				To grasp why the author of Hebrews contrasted Jesus Christ with Moses, we must understand how Jews viewed this Old Testament patriarch. They never forgot that he was their deliverer from Egyptian bondage. Through Moses, they received the law from God at Mount Sinai. He was indeed a great man. At the close of Deuteronomy, we have an incomparable tribute:

				No prophet has arisen again in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face. He was unparalleled for all the signs and wonders the Lord sent him to do against the land of Egypt—to Pharaoh, to all his officials, and to all his land, and for all the mighty acts of power and terrifying deeds that Moses performed in the sight of all Israel. (Dt 34:10-12)  (See Dt #34:A Great Model.)

				Even Jews who professed to believe in Jesus Christ had difficulty accepting the fact that there could be a prophet greater than Moses. Paul faced incredible persecution from Jews who claimed to believe in Jesus Christ but who still followed the law of Moses. Some of them even tried to assassinate him because they thought he was downplaying Moses (Ac 21:20-21).

				The author of Hebrews honored Moses, as all believers throughout history should. However, he made it clear that we must above all"consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confession" (Heb 3:1). Moses was a servant, but Christ is the Son (vv. 5-6), making Jesus equal with the Father and the Holy Spirit, and superior to any other person. Though Moses was a great leader, he was simply a member of"God's household," but Jesus is the"foundation" and"head" of the household of God (v. 5; 1Co 3:11; Col 1:18), which now includes both Jews and Gentiles.  (See Col #4:Putting Christ First.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though this passage compares Jesus with Moses, why is the lesson we learn true of all other biblical personalities?

				

				

	

Warning against Unbelief

				7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says:

				

				Today, if you hear His voice,

				8 do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion,

				on the day of testing in the wilderness,

				9 where your fathers tested Me, tried Me,

				and saw My works 10 for 40 years.

				Therefore I was provoked with that generation

				and said, "They always go astray in their hearts,

				and they have not known My ways."

				11 So I swore in My anger,

				"They will not enter My rest."ae  (See Ps #91:True Repentance.)

				

				12 Watch out, brothers, so that there won't be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart that departs from the living God. 13 But encourage each other daily, while it is still called today, so that none of you is hardened by sin's deception. 14 For we have become companions of the •Messiah if we hold firmly until the end the realityaf that we had at the start. 15 As it is said:

				Today, if you hear His voice,

				do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.ag

				

				16 For who heard and rebelled? Wasn't it really all who came out of Egypt under Moses?17 And who was He provoked with for 40 years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness?18 And who did He swear to that they would not enter His rest, if not those who disobeyed? 19 So we see that they were unable to enter because of unbelief.
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				#6 If we profess to be Christ-followers, we should test the reality of our faith by honestly evaluating how we live. 

				After the author addressed his"holy brothers" (v. 1), namely true believers, he once again addressed all Jews—what Paul referred to as his"brothers, [his] own flesh and blood" (Rm 9:3). Like Paul, he did not assume that all who professed belief in Christ were truly born again, so he pleaded with them to compare their present attitudes and actions with those of their predecessors who came out of Egypt centuries earlier. Many of those Israelites did not truly trust God. Though circumcised in the flesh, they were not circumcised in their hearts.  (See Rm #5:A Heart Experience.)

				Similarly, all those listening to this sermon who may have professed to believe in Jesus Christ as their Messiah were urged to evaluate whether they were true Christ-followers. The real test related to the way they were persevering in their faith (1Jn 2:19).

				Reflection and Response

				Though all Christians should evaluate their relationship with Christ, how can we encourage true believers who may have an oversensitive conscience causing them to be overly introspective?

				

				

	

The Promised Rest

				4 Therefore, while the promise to enter His rest remains, let us fear that none of you should miss it.ah 2 For we also have received the good news just as they did; but the message they heard did not benefit them, since they were not united with those who heard it in faith ai 3 (for we who have believed enter the rest), in keeping with whataj He has said:

				

				So I swore in My anger,

				they will not enter My rest.ak

				

				And yet His works have been finished since the foundation of the world, 4 for somewhere He has spoken about the seventh day in this way:

				

				And on the seventh day

				God rested from all His works.al

				

				5 Again, in that passage He says, They will never enter My rest.am 6 Since it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly received the good news did not enter because of disobedience, 7 again, He specifies a certain day — today — speaking through David after such a long time, as previously stated:

				

				Today, if you hear His voice,

				do not harden your hearts.an

				

				8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken later about another day. 9 Therefore, a Sabbath rest remains for God's people. 10 For the person who has entered His rest has rested from his own works, just as God did from His.11 Let us then make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will fall into the same pattern of disobedience.

				12 For the word of God is living and effective and sharper than any double-edged sword, penetrating as far as the separation of soul and spirit, joints and marrow. It is able to judge the ideas and thoughts of the heart.13 No creature is hidden from Him, but all things are naked and exposed to the eyes of Him to whom we must give an account.

				A Principle to Live By - The Word of God
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				#7 We should always measure our spiritual experiences by the truth of Scripture. 

				The author continued to address Jews who may not be saved. First, he assured them that the door was still open (v. 1). As Paul wrote to the Romans,"everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved" (Rm 10:13).

				Second, to enter God's"rest"—which is an aspect of salvation—we must respond to God's grace by faith. We are not saved by good works (Eph 2:8-9). When it says we are to"make every effort to enter that rest" (Heb 4:10-11), this simply means we are to listen carefully in order to understand what God says, allowing the Holy Spirit to open our hearts to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior. In other words, we must allow the Word of God to penetrate our innermost being (v. 12). 

				Perhaps the author of Hebrews was reflecting on the story of King Josiah, who brought renewal to Judah after"the book of the law" was discovered (2Kg 22:8–23:25). His heart was deeply convicted by the Word of God. Allowing the Scriptures to penetrate his own heart and soul, he then exposed all of his leaders to God's truth, which in turn led his people to forsake their idolatrous activities.  (See 2Kg #25:Biblical Renewal.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is the Word of God foundational in renewing the church of Jesus Christ?  (See Ps #19:God's Written Revelation.)

				

				

	

Our Great High Priest

				14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens — Jesus the Son of God — let us hold fast to the confession.15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tested in every way as we are, yet without sin.16 Therefore let us approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us at the proper time.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Great High Priest
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				#8 To communicate and fellowship with God, we are to approach Him through His Son, Jesus Christ. 

				This paragraph addresses both Jews who are saved and those who are searching but have not yet experienced the new birth. The message is basically the same: Jesus Christ is a"high priest" (v. 14)—chief intermediary—seated with the Father in heaven and interceding for all who confess true faith in His redemptive work on the cross. Paul captured the way this message functions as an appeal to unbelievers:

				This is good, and it pleases God our Savior, who wants everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one mediator between God and humanity, Christ Jesus, Himself human, who gave Himself—a ransom for all, a testimony at the proper time. (1Tm 2:3-6)

				The Jews who had already confessed Jesus Christ as Savior and who understood His ongoing high priestly ministry were encouraged to"approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that [they] may receive mercy and find grace to help" them face difficult circumstances in life (Heb 4:16). They had already experienced God's saving grace through Jesus Christ; they could now experience God's empowering grace. Paul also testified to this reality: 

				But He said to me,"My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." (2Co 12:9a)

				Reflection and Response

				In what effective ways can we communicate with people who believe they can pray to God through mediators other than Jesus Christ?

				

				

	

The Messiah, a High Priest

				5 For every high priest taken from men is appointed in serviceao to God for the people, to offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are going astray, since he is also subject to weakness.3 Because of this, he must make a sin offering for himself as well as for the people.4 No one takes this honor on himself; instead, a person is called by God, just as Aaron was. 

				5 In the same way, the •Messiah did not exalt Himself to become a high priest, but the One who said to Him, You are My Son; today I have become Your Father,ap 6 also said in another passage, You are a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.aq

				7 During His earthly life,ar He offered prayers and appeals with loud cries and tears to the One who was able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of His reverence. 8 Though He was God's Son, He learned obedience through what He suffered.9 After He was perfected, He became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey Him, 10 and He was declared by God a high priest in the order of Melchizedek.

				A Principle to Live By - The God-Man
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				#9 We must approach God understanding and believing that only Jesus Christ can represent us before the Father. 

				There is continuity between the high priest in the Old Testament and the great high priest, Jesus Christ. Aaron was a man, called by God to represent the children of Israel before the Father. Jesus Christ was and is a man called by His Father to bridge the gap between Himself and His people. On the other hand, Aaron was only a man, whereas Jesus Christ became the one and only God-man, the incarnate Son of God. In fact, He is God who became flesh (Jn 1:1,14).  (See Lk #7:Both God and Man.)

				When He became fully human, Jesus could identify with our weaknesses. However, as holy God in the flesh, He did not have to"make a sin offering for himself" as Aaron did (Heb 5:3). Though tempted as we are, He never sinned. Furthermore, Aaron died and ceased to be a high priest, but Jesus Christ rose from the grave and became a permanent"high priest in the order of Melchizedek" 
(v. 10).  (Review Heb #12: Our Eternal Priest)

				The author of Hebrews wisely made these similarities and contrasts clear, particularly to Jews who were attempting to bridge the gap in their theological perspectives between the old covenant and the new covenant. It was not an easy step for them to discard the sacrificial system established by God Himself and to replace the blood of animals with Jesus Christ,"the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!" (Jn 1:29). However, in order to inherit eternal life, they must make this decision.  (See Ps #66:Our Great High Priest.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do so many people who profess to follow Jesus Christ look to merely human leaders to represent them before God, even relying on them to absolve their sins? (See 1Tm 2:5-6.)

				

				

	

The Problem of Immaturity

				11 We have a great deal to say about this, and it's difficult to explain, since you have become too lazy to understand. 12 Although by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the basic principles of God's revelation again. You need milk, not solid food. 13 Now everyone who lives on milk is inexperienced with the message about righteousness, because he is an infant. 14 But solid food is for the mature — for those whose senses have been trained to distinguish between good and evil.

				

	

Warning against Regression

				6 Therefore, leaving the elementary message about the •Messiah, let us go on to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, faith in God,2 teaching about ritual washings,as laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.3 And we will do this if God permits.

				4 For it is impossible to renew to repentance those who were once enlightened, who tasted the heavenly gift, became companions with the Holy Spirit,5 tasted God's good word and the powers of the coming age, 6 and who have fallen away, because,at to their own harm, they are recrucifying the Son of God and holding Him up to contempt. 7 For ground that has drunk the rain that has often fallen on it and that produces vegetation useful to those it is cultivated for receives a blessing from God. 8 But if it produces thorns and thistles, it is worthless and about to be cursed, and will be burned at the end.

				A Principle to Live By - Hardened Hearts
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				#10 Though the door of salvation is still open to all people, we must understand that some will ultimately reject the gospel message. 

				To understand this section, we need to look at how the Jews in Jerusalem responded to God's revelation in the early days of Christianity. The church began on the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit descended on a small group of disciples. The Hebrews in Jerusalem as well as God-fearing Grecian Jews from all over the Roman world heard"a sound like that of a violent rushing wind" and then heard uneducated Galilean men miraculously speaking in their languages (Ac 2:2,6). With the corroboration of these extraordinary signs, Peter proclaimed,

				Men of Israel, listen to these words: This Jesus the Nazarene was a man pointed out to you by God with miracles, wonders, and signs that God did among you through Him, just as you yourselves know. . . . Therefore let all the house of Israel know with certainty that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah! (Ac 2:22,36)

				Thousands of Jews accepted Peter's message, repented of their sins, and were baptized (Ac 2:41). There were others—particularly Jewish leaders—who rejected this message of salvation in spite of the Holy Spirit's miraculous verifications (Ac 3:11–4:4). 

				Evidently, some were still resisting when the book of Hebrews was written. These Jewish leaders balked at even the elementary, foundational truths of the gospel message. Even though they had heard the message of this"great salvation" (Heb 2:3) in the context of marvelous manifestations of the power of the Holy Spirit, which also demonstrated"the powers of the coming age" (6:5; Ac 2:17-21), they rejected the gospel in all its fullness. We can understand more fully the earlier question:

				How will we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was first spoken by the Lord and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him. At the same time, God also testified by signs and wonders, various miracles, and distributions of gifts from the Holy Spirit according to His will. (Heb 2:3-4)  (Review Heb #3: A Great Salvation.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though this section of Hebrews addressed primarily unbelieving Jews, how does their continued negative response to the gospel apply to both Jews and Gentiles today—particularly religious leaders?

				

				9 Even though we are speaking this way, dear friends, in your case we are confident of the better things connected with salvation. 10 For God is not unjust; He will not forget your work and the love au you showed for His name when you served the •saints — and you continue to serve them.11 Now we want each of you to demonstrate the same diligence for the final realization of your hope, 12 so that you won't become lazy but will be imitators of those who inherit the promises through faith and perseverance.

				

	

Inheriting the Promise

				13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, since He had no one greater to swear by, He swore by Himself:

				

				14 I will indeed bless you,

				and I will greatly multiply you.av

				

				15 And so, after waiting patiently, Abrahamaw obtained the promise. 16 For men swear by something greater than themselves, and for them a confirming oath ends every dispute. 17 Because God wanted to show His unchangeable purpose even more clearly to the heirs of the promise, He guaranteed it with an oath, 18 so that through two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to seize the hope set before us. 19 We have this hope as an anchor for our lives, safe and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain. 20 Jesus has entered there on our behalf as a forerunner, because He has become a high priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.

				A Principle to Live By - Modeling Salvation

				#11 As believers, we are to faithfully demonstrate our faith, hope, and love to unbelievers. 
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				The author of Hebrews had just addressed the Jews who rejected the Messiah in spite of the testimony of Christ, the witness of the apostles, and the signs of the Holy Spirit. However, he quickly reassured true believers he had not been addressing them. He called them"dear friends," or more literally"beloved," a term 
that is never used in Scripture to describe unbelievers (v. 9). He knew they were truly saved 
because of their work and love and hope (vv. 10-11; cp. 1Th 1:3; Jms 2:18). 

				However, he was still concerned for those who had not believed unto salvation, urging them to be"imitators of those who inherit the promises through faith and perseverance" (Heb 6:12). Using Abraham as an example, he encouraged all of his readers and listeners to put their hope in the unfailing promise of God, which was fulfilled in Jesus Christ, who"has become a high priest forever in the order of Melchizedek" (v. 20; cp. Rm 4:16). 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is our"work of faith, labor of love, and endurance of hope" (1Th 1:3) such a powerful witness to those who are both believers and unbelievers?  (See 1Th #1:Models of Maturity.)

				

				

	

The Greatness of Melchizedek

				7 For this Melchizedek —

				

				King of Salem, priest of the Most High God,

				who met Abraham and blessed him

				as he returned from defeating the kings,

				2 and Abraham gave him a tenth of everything;

				first, his name means king of righteousness,

				then also, king of Salem,

				meaning king of peace;

				3 without father, mother, or genealogy,

				having neither beginning of days nor end of life,

				but resembling the Son of God —

				

				remains a priest forever.

				4 Now consider how great this man was — even Abraham the patriarch gave a tenth of the plunder to him! 5 The sons of Levi who receive the priestly office have a command according to the law to collect a tenth from the people — that is, from their •brothers — though they have also descended from Abraham.ax 6 But one without thisay lineage collected tenths from Abraham and blessed the one who had the promises. 7 Without a doubt,az the inferior is blessed by the superior. 8 In the one case, men who will die receive tenths, but in the other case, Scripture testifies that he lives. 9 And in a sense Levi himself, who receives tenths, has paid tenths through Abraham, 10 for he was still within his ancestorba when Melchizedek met him.

				

	

A Superior Priesthood

				11 If then, perfection came through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received the law), what further need was there for another priest to appear, said to be in the order of Melchizedek and not in the order of Aaron?12 For when there is a change of the priesthood, there must be a change of law as well. 13 For the One these things are spoken about belonged to a different tribe. No one from it has served at the altar. 14 Now it is evident that our Lord came from Judah, and Moses said nothing about that tribe concerning priests.

				15 And this becomes clearer if another priest like Melchizedek appears, 16 who did not become a priest based on a legal command concerning physicalbb descent but based on the power of an indestructible life. 17 For it has been testified:

				

				You are a priest forever

				in the order of Melchizedek.bc

				

				18 So the previous command is annulled because it was weak and unprofitable 19 (for the law perfected nothing), but a better hope is introduced, through which we draw near to God.

				20 None of this happened without an oath. For others became priests without an oath, 21 but He became a priest with an oath made by the One who said to Him:

				

				The Lord has sworn,

				and He will not change His mind,

				You are a priest forever.bd

				

				22 So Jesus has also become the guarantee of a better covenant.

				23 Now many have become Levitical priests, since they are prevented by death from remaining in office. 24 But because He remains forever, He holds His priesthood permanently. 25 Therefore, He is always able to savebe those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to intercede for them.

				26 For this is the kind of high priest we need: holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens.27 He doesn't need to offer sacrifices every day, as high priests do — first for their own sins, then for those of the people. He did this once for all when He offered Himself.28 For the law appoints as high priests men who are weak, but the promise of the oath, which came after the law, appoints a Son, who has been perfected forever.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Eternal Priest

				[image: Getz1397.png]

				#12 Spiritual leaders are always to direct believers to Jesus Christ, the great high priest, not to themselves. 

				Melchizedek is a person of mystery. He appeared briefly in his encounter with Abraham and was never heard from again. He was identified as"a priest to God Most High" (Gn 14:18). Abraham understood that this man had a genuine relationship with the same God that he worshiped (Gn 14:22). Centuries later, David recognized Melchizedek's significance in biblical history. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, he referred to him in one of his messianic psalms:"The Lord has sworn an oath and will not take it back: 'Forever, You are a priest like Melchizedek'" (Ps 110:4).

				Since the book of Hebrews was penned primarily for a Jewish audience, the author expanded at length on this man of mystery and how he illustrates the way Jesus Christ became a"high priest forever in the order of Melchizedek" (Heb 6:20). 

				First, Melchizedek simply appeared in the Old Testament story. We know nothing regarding his parents, when he was born, or when he died (7:3a). In this sense, his story has no beginning or ending. As far as we know, he is forever a"priest of the Most High God" (vv. 1,3). This unusual human priest and king has illustrated beautifully that Jesus Christ is an eternal high priest who is literally without beginning and end. Though He was born in Bethlehem and died on a cross in Jerusalem, He was resurrected and returned to the Father—where He has always existed (Jn 1:1).

				Second, Melchizedek was not part of the Aaronic or Levitical priesthood. He received tithes from Abraham centuries before that system was revealed. Similarly, Jesus Christ did not come from the tribe of Levi but from Judah. His priesthood is not a continuation of the old system, but the introduction of a new one"based on the power of an indestructible life" (Heb 7:16). The Old Testament priesthood and its sacrificial system have been fulfilled and replaced. There is no longer a succession of weak human priests. Now we have one high priest. His priesthood is permanent, and"He always lives to intercede for" all"who come to God through Him" (v. 25).  (See 1Sm #19:Hero Worship.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though the term"priest" is used by some to identify those who serve as pastors and spiritual leaders, why is this term never used by New Testament authors to identify spiritual leaders?

				

				

	

A Heavenly Priesthood

				8 Now the main point of what is being said is this: We have this kind of high priest, who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a minister of the sanctuary and the true tabernacle that was set up by the Lord and not man. 3 For every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; therefore it was necessary for this priest also to have something to offer. 4 Now if He were on earth, He wouldn't be a priest, since there are those bf offering the gifts prescribed by the law. 5 These serve as a copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was warned when he was about to complete the tabernacle. For God said, Be careful that you make everything according to the pattern that was shown to you on the mountain.bg 6 But Jesus has now obtained a superior ministry, and to that degree He is the mediator of a better covenant, which has been legally enacted on better promises.

				

	

A Superior Covenant

				7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion for a second one. 8 But finding fault with His people,bh He says: bi

				

				Look, the days are coming, says the Lord,

				when I will make a new covenant

				with the house of Israel

				and with the house of Judah —

				9 not like the covenant

				that I made with their ancestors

				on the day I took them by their hands

				to lead them out of the land of Egypt.

				I disregarded them, says the Lord,

				because they did not continue in My covenant.

				10 But this is the covenant

				that I will make with the house of Israel

				after those days, says the Lord:

				I will put My laws into their minds

				and write them on their hearts.

				

				I will be their God,

				and they will be My people.

				11 And each person will not teach his fellow citizen, bj

				and each his brother, saying, "Know the Lord,"

				because they will all know Me,

				from the least to the greatest of them.

				12 For I will be merciful to their wrongdoing,

				and I will never again remember their sins. bk, bl

				

				13 By saying, a new covenant, He has declared that the first is old. And what is old and aging is about to disappear.

				A Principle to Live By - A New Covenant Experience

				[image: Getz1398.png]

				#13 To become true believers today, we must experience the transforming ministry of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and lives. 

				In order to explain more fully Christ's high priestly work, the author of Hebrews quoted the prophet Jeremiah, who specifically related God's future plans"with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah" (v. 8; Jr 31:31-34). The prophet Ezekiel also said that, at some future time, He will give His people"a new heart and put a new spirit within" each one of them. As a nation, God will remove their"heart of stone" and give them"a heart of flesh" (Ezk 36:26).

				When Jesus Christ shared the Passover meal with the apostles shortly before His death on the cross, He said,"This cup is the new covenant established by My blood; it is shed for you" (Lk 22:20; cp. Mt 26:26-28). Paul later wrote that, as believers, God"has made us competent to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter, but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit produces life" (2Co 3:6). In other words, the new covenant has been inaugurated, and we who have put our faith in Christ, whether Jew or Gentile, are participating in some very foundational aspects and benefits of this new covenant because of Christ's death on the cross.

				As members of Christ's body then, we are still in process. Though we are"born again" by the Holy Spirit, we are to more and more reflect"the fruit of the Spirit" until we are"face to face" with Jesus Christ (Jn 3:3; Gl 5:22; 1Co 13:12). In the meantime, we have a new covenant ministry that enables us to"make disciples" and to teach these disciples in turn to grow more and more into the image of Jesus Christ (Mt 28:19-20).  (See Jr #34:The New Covenant.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Jesus' statement to Nicodemus regarding the necessity of the new birth apply to both Jews and Gentiles today as well as to Israel as a nation at some future date?  (See Jn #6:A New Life in Christ.)

				

				

	

Old Covenant Ministry

				9 Now the first covenant also had regulations for ministry and an earthly sanctuary. 2 For a tabernacle was set up, and in the first room, which is called the holy place, were the lampstand, the table, and the presentation loaves. 3 Behind the second curtain, the tabernacle was called the most holy place. 4 It contained the gold altar of incense and the ark of the covenant, covered with gold on all sides, in which there was a gold jar containing the manna, Aaron's staff that budded, and the tablets of the covenant. 5 The •cherubim of glory were above it overshadowing the •mercy seat. It is not possible to speak about these things in detail right now.

				6 With these things set up this way, the priests enter the first room repeatedly, performing their ministry. 7 But the high priest alone enters the second room, and he does that only once a year, and never without blood, which he offers for himself and for the sins of the people committed in ignorance. 8 The Holy Spirit was making it clear that the way into the most holy place had not yet been disclosed while the first tabernacle was still standing. 9 This is a symbol for the present time, during which gifts and sacrifices are offered that cannot perfect the worshiper's conscience. 10 They are physical regulations and only deal with food, drink, and various washings imposed until the time of restoration.

				

	

New Covenant Ministry

				11 But the •Messiah has appeared, high priest of the good things that have come. bm In the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands (that is, not of this creation), 12 He entered the most holy place once for all, not by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood, having obtained eternal •redemption.13 For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a young cow, sprinkling those who are defiled, sanctify for the purification of the flesh,14 how much more will the blood of the Messiah, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse our bn consciences from dead works to serve the living God?

				15 Therefore, He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called might receive the promise of the eternal inheritance, because a death has taken place for redemption from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. 16 Where a will exists, the death of the one who made it must be established. 17 For a will is valid only when people die, since it is never in force while the one who made it is living. 18 That is why even the first covenant was inaugurated with blood. 19 For when every command had been proclaimed by Moses to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of calves and goats, along with water, scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll itself and all the people,20 saying, This is the blood of the covenant that God has commanded for you.bo21 In the same way, he sprinkled the tabernacle and all the articles of worship with blood.22 According to the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.

				23 Therefore it was necessary for the copies of the things in the heavens to be purified with these sacrifices, but the heavenly things themselves to be purified with better sacrifices than these. 24 For the Messiah did not enter a sanctuary made with hands (only a modelbp of the true one) but into heaven itself, so that He might now appear in the presence of God for us. 25 He did not do this to offer Himself many times, as the high priest enters the sanctuary yearly with the blood of another.26 Otherwise, He would have had to suffer many times since the foundation of the world. But now He has appeared one time, at the end of the ages, for the removal of sin by the sacrifice of Himself.27 And just as it is appointed for people to die once — and after this, judgment — 28 so also the Messiah, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to bear sin, butbq to bring salvation to those who are waiting for Him.

				A Principle to Live By - The Blood of Christ

				[image: Getz1399.png]

				#14 To inherit eternal life, we must experience redemption and forgiveness that comes through Christ's shed blood. 

				There are several very important doctrines in this passage, but none is more prevalent and important than the concept of blood atonement. To many, this seems to be a repulsive subject. In fact, both Old Testament Judaism and New Testament Christianity have been classified by some as slaughterhouse religions.

				The forgiveness of sins and the shedding of blood are so interrelated in the total biblical story they cannot be separated—a reality that is understood by the author of Hebrews. In fact, he used the term"blood" ten times to describe Old Testament sacrifices for sin and twice to refer to the shed blood of Christ. These numbers in themselves are illustrative since under the old covenant the priests had to shed the blood of animals again and again to temporarily atone for the sins of the children of Israel. However, Jesus Christ, the perfect Lamb of God, shed His blood only once to make atonement for the sins of the whole world. All who believe in His sacrificial and atoning death on the cross will receive forgiveness of their sins (Eph 1:7).  (See Lv #2:The Lamb of God.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we help unbelievers understand and accept this biblical doctrine that"without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness" (Heb 9:22; see also Rm 5:8-9; Col 1:19-22; 1Pt 1:18-19)? What barriers do we have to overcome in our own particular culture?

				

				

	

The Perfect Sacrifice

				10 Since the law has only a shadow of the good things to come, and not the actual form of those realities, it can never perfect the worshipers by the same sacrifices they continually offer year after year. 2 Otherwise, wouldn't they have stopped being offered, since the worshipers, once purified, would no longer have any consciousness of sins? 3 But in the sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. 4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.

				5 Therefore, as He was coming into the world, He said:

				

				You did not want sacrifice and offering,

				but You prepared a body for Me.

				6 You did not delight

				in whole burnt offerings and sin offerings.

				7 Then I said, "See —

				it is written about Me

				in the volume of the scroll —

				I have come to do Your will, God! "br

				8 After He says above, You did not want or delight in sacrifices and offerings, whole burnt offerings and sin offerings (which are offered according to the law), 9 He then says, See, I have come to do Your will. bs He takes away the first to establish the second. 10 By this will of God, we have been •sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once and for all.

				11 Every priest stands day after day ministering and offering the same sacrifices time after time, which can never take away sins. 12 But this man, after offering one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God. 13 He is now waiting until His enemies are made His footstool. 14 For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are sanctified.  (See Lv #7:A Living Sacrifice.)

				

				16 This is the covenant I will make with them

				after those days, says the Lord:

				I will put My laws on their hearts

				and write them on their minds,

				

				

				17 He adds:

				

				I will never again remember

				their sins and their lawless acts.bt

				

				18 Now where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer an offering for sin.(Review Heb #13: A-New-Covenant-Experience.)

				

	

Exhortations to Godliness

				19 Therefore, •brothers, since we have boldness to enter the sanctuary through the blood of Jesus,20 by a new and living way He has opened for us through the curtain (that is, His flesh), 21 and since we have a great high priest over the house of God,22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, our hearts sprinkled •clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed in pure water.23 Let us hold on to the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.24 And let us be concerned about one another in order to promote love and good works, 25 not staying away from our worship meetings, as some habitually do, but encouraging each other, and all the more as you see the day drawing near.

				A Principle to Live By - Building Up One Another

				[image: Getz1400.png]

				#15 Once we receive the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, we are to become a functioning part of God's family. 

				This paragraph marks a transition. The author first summarized the doctrine he had just taught. If we have truly put our faith in Christ,"the blood of Jesus" has provided access to God's presence, and"we have a great high priest" interceding for us (vv. 19-21). He then outlined three powerful and practical applications. The verbs he used are plural, implying that these are to be practiced in community.

				First, we should"draw near" having"full assurance of faith," confident that the sacrifice of Christ was sufficient to cleanse us from our sins (v. 22; cp. 4:16). We should regularly approach God in His sanctuary to worship Him. God has done His part in providing our bold access into His presence. The blood and high priesthood of Christ (10:19,21) has cleansed our hearts and bodies (v. 22). Our part is to make sure our faith is true.  (Review Heb #8: Our Great High Priest.)

				Second, we should"hold on to … hope without wavering," knowing that God will faithfully guide and protect us (10:23). These first two exhortations addressed our vertical relationship with God. 

				Third, we should"be concerned about one another" (v. 24), which is demonstrated by"love and good works," fellowship, and mutual encouragement (vv. 24-25). This describes our horizontal relationships with each other. In order to maintain these relationships in the family of God, it is absolutely necessary to meet with one another on a regular basis.  (See Dt #18:Personal and Corporate Worship.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do Paul's words in Ephesians 2:8-10 and 4:1-3 help summarize this paragraph in Hebrews 10:19-25?  (See Eph #4:God's Gift.)

				

				

	

Warning against Deliberate Sin

				26 For if we deliberately sin after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and the fury of a fire about to consume the adversaries. 28 If anyone disregards Moses' law, he dies without mercy, based on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29 How much worse punishment do you think one will deserve who has trampled on the Son of God, regarded as profanebu the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and insulted the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know the One who has said, Vengeance belongs to Me, I will repay, bv, bw and again, The Lord will judge His people.bx 31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God!

				32 Remember the earlier days when, after you had been enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with sufferings.33 Sometimes you were publicly exposed to taunts and afflictions, and at other times you were companions of those who were treated that way.34 For you sympathized with the prisoners by and accepted with joy the confiscation of your possessions, knowing that you yourselves have a better and enduring possession. bz35 So don't throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.36 For you need endurance, so that after you have done God's will, you may receive what was promised.

				

				37 For yet in a very little while,

				the Coming One will come and not delay.

				38 But My righteous one ca will live by faith;

				and if he draws back,

				I have no pleasure in him.cb  (See Hab #2:Saved by Faith.)

				

				39 But we are not those who draw back and are destroyed, but those who have faith and obtain life.

				A Principle to Live By - Steadfast Endurance
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				#16 As believers, we must not allow those who have deliberately and persistently rejected the gospel to instill doubt in our hearts. 

				The author revisited what he had written in an earlier paragraph (6:4-6). There were those who had received a"knowledge of the truth" and then rejected it (10:26). Here the Greek word does not mean ordinary knowledge (gnosis) but full knowledge (epignosis). The decision to reject this full knowledge about Christ's death, resurrection, and ascension was a choice to say no to the only way of salvation. There is no other"sacrifice for sins," so to reject this ultimate sacrifice results in God's terrible judgment (10:26-27).  (Review Heb #10: Hardened Hearts.)

				Some scholars believe that the historical setting described here involved the hostile anti-Semitic attitudes and actions by Emperor Claudius in a.d. 49 when he expelled Jews from the city of Rome (Ac 18:1-2). If so, the author was asking them to reflect on these"earlier days" when they were persecuted (Heb 10:32). This would help explain why some Jews—believers and unbelievers—lost everything materially and even ended up in prison (vv. 32-34). Some who professed Christ may have withdrawn from Him as a result of these challenges. 

				However, the author once again quickly reassured those who have truly believed in Jesus as Messiah and Savior that they were eternally saved (cp. 6:9 with 10:39). Nevertheless, he warned them not to allow the apostate Jews to negatively influence them. Just because these believers had endured a hard struggle with sufferings did not mean they had chosen the wrong way. As we'll see later, their painful experiences actually verified that they were indeed true children of God (12:7-11).

				Reflection and Response

				Though the setting for this section in Hebrews is distinctly Jewish, how does the principle regarding steadfast endurance apply in specific ways in our lives today?

				

				

	

Heroes of Faith

				11 Now faith is the realitycc of what is hoped for, the proofcd of what is not seen. 2 For our ancestors won God's approval by it.

				3 By faith we understand that the universe wasce created by God's command,cf so that what is seen has been made from things that are not visible.

				4 By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was approved as a righteous man, because God approved his gifts, and even though he is dead, he still speaks through his faith.

				5 By faith Enoch was taken away so he did not experience death, and he was not to be found because God took him away.cg For prior to his removal he was approved, since he had pleased God. 6 Now without faith it is impossible to please God, for the one who draws near to Him must believe that He exists and rewards those who seek Him.

				7 By faith Noah, after he was warned about what was not yet seen and motivated by godly fear, built an ark to deliver his family. By faith he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.

				8 By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed and went out to a place he was going to receive as an inheritance. He went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he stayed as a foreigner in the land of promise, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, coheirs of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.

				11 By faith even Sarah herself, when she was unable to have children, received power to conceive offspring, even though she was past the age, since shech considered that the One who had promised was faithful. 12 Therefore from one man — in fact, from one as good as dead — came offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as innumerable as the grains of sand by the seashore.

				13 These all died in faith without having received the promises, but they saw them from a distance, greeted them, and confessed that they were foreigners and temporary residents on the earth. 14 Now those who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they were thinking about where they came from, they would have had an opportunity to return. 16 But they now desire a better place — a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them.

				17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac. He received the promises and he was offering his unique son, 18 the one it had been said about, Your •seed will be tracedci through Isaac.cj 19 He considered God to be able even to raise someone from the dead, and as an illustration,ck he received him back.

				20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. 21 By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and he worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff.cl 22 By faith Joseph, as he was nearing the end of his life, mentioned the exodus of the Israelites and gave instructions concerning his bones.

				23 By faith, after Moses was born, he was hidden by his parents for three months, because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they didn't fear the king's edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter 25 and chose to suffer with the people of God rather than to enjoy the short-lived pleasure of sin. 26 For he considered the reproach because of the •Messiah to be greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, since his attention was on the reward.

				27 By faith he left Egypt behind, not being afraid of the king's anger, for Moses persevered as one who sees Him who is invisible. 28 By faith he instituted the •Passover and the sprinkling of the blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn might not touch the Israelites. 29 By faith they crossed the Red Sea as though they were on dry land. When the Egyptians attempted to do this, they were drowned.

				30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after being encircled by the Israelites for seven days. 31 By faith Rahab the prostitute received the spies in peace and didn't perish with those who disobeyed.

				32 And what more can I say? Time is too short for me to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah,  David, Samuel, and the prophets, 33 who by faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the raging of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, gained strength after being weak, became mighty in battle, and put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received their dead — they were raised to life again. Some men were tortured, not accepting release, so that they might gain a better resurrection, 36 and others experienced mockings and scourgings, as well as bonds and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, cm they were sawed in two, they died by the sword, they wandered about in sheepskins, in goatskins, destitute, afflicted, and mistreated. 38 The •world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and on mountains, hiding in caves and holes in the ground.

				39 All these were approved through their faith, but they did not receive what was promised, 40 since God had provided something better for us, so that they would not be made perfect without us.

				A Principle to Live By - Faith that Endures

				#17 When we are tempted to doubt, we should reflect on all the evidence God has given us to demonstrate His redemptive plan. 

				[image: Getz1402.png]

				This is exactly what the author of Hebrews helped New Testament believers do in the midst of their own trials and tribulations. He mentioned 16 Old Testament personalities by name, focusing on Abraham and Moses (vv. 8-19,23-29). He then summarized their lives by saying,"All these were approved through their faith," even though they had not ultimately experienced life in their eternal dwelling place (v. 39; Jn 14:1-6).

				In defining faith, we must understand that this author is not describing"faith in faith" or"just believing." Most of these Old Testament believers had substantial evidence that God exists. He spoke directly to many of them and, in some instances, His Spirit came on them powerfully. Think about the miracles 
in Egypt, at Mount Sinai, and on Mount Carmel!

				We must also remember the opening paragraph in this powerful document—that"In these last days, [God] has spoken to us by His Son," not only through His powerful presence, but through what He taught about Himself and then verified through miracles (Heb 1:2). Furthermore, the apostles carried on His ministry in the power of the Holy Spirit (Ac 1:8; Heb 2:1-4).  (Review Heb #3: A Great Salvation.)

				God also chose to record His words in 66 books written by over 40 authors over a 1,500-year period. The Bible has more credibility than most historical documents. For example, very few historians question Julius Caesar's Commentaries on the Gallic War, written between 58 and 44 b.c. However, we only have ten copies, and they were made 1,000 years after the events took place. By contrast, we have at least 5,664 manuscripts containing all or parts of the Greek New Testament, and many were recorded in the second century a.d.—only 100 to 150 years after the biblical events took place. This impressive comparison is only one of many historical examples.  (See Jn #36:Fulfilled Prophecies.)

				All of this evidence forms the basis of our faith today. The most inspiring evidence involves those biblical personalities who were so convinced that God existed and that His message of salvation was true that they literally gave their lives so that we might believe God's redemptive message. 

				Reflection and Response

				What steps can we take when people ignore all the evidence God has given to verify His great salvation? 

				

				

	

The Call to Endurance

				12 Therefore, since we also have such a large cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us lay aside every weight and the sin that so easily ensnares us. Let us run with endurance the race that lies before us, 2 keeping our eyes on Jesus,cn the source and perfecterco of our faith, who for the joy that lay before Himcp endured a cross and despised the shame and has sat down at the right hand of God's throne.

				A Principle to Live By - Focusing on Christ
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				#18 We should always focus our thoughts on the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the source and perfecter of our faith.

				We all need heroes of faith, even if many failed to obey God fully. The greatest lesson is not their perfection, but their example of trusting God even though they didn't receive all that He had promised before they died. If they were faithful in their time, how much more should we be, having the complete revelation of who Jesus Christ is and what He has done for us through His death, resurrection, and ascension.

				To encourage us to live by faith, the author of Hebrews used an athletic metaphor. Just as a runner strips away all encumbrances, as Christians we too should remove sins from our lives so we can walk worthy of our Christian calling. Similarly, we need to ignore anything that might distract us, and concentrate, contemplate, and meditate on our Savior, Jesus Christ. Since we were saved by His grace, He is the founder and source of our faith. He is our supreme example of faithfulness and endurance. As a vulnerable human being, subject to all of our weaknesses, He successfully completed the race and now cheers us on as our great high priest at the Father's right hand.  (See Dt #3:Maintaining a Clear Focus.)

				Reflection and Response

				As we run our spiritual race today, what are some of the sins that can ensnare us and cause us to take our eyes off of Jesus?

				

				

	

Fatherly Discipline

				3 For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, so that you won't grow weary and lose heart.4 In struggling against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5 And you have forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons:

				

				My son, do not take the Lord's discipline lightly

				or faint when you are reproved by Him,

				6 for the Lord disciplines the one He loves

				and punishes every son He receives.cq  (See 2Sm #17:Accepting God's Discipline.)

				

				7 Endure suffering as discipline: God is dealing with you as sons. For what son is there that a father does not discipline? 8 But if you are without discipline — which all receivecr — then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Furthermore, we had natural fathers discipline us, and we respected them. Shouldn't we submit even more to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time based on what seemed good to them, but He does it for our benefit, so that we can share His holiness. 11 No discipline seems enjoyable at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it yields the fruit of peace and righteousness to those who have been trained by it.

				12 Therefore strengthen your tired hands and weakened knees, 13 and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be dislocatedcs but healed instead.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Discipline

				[image: Getz1404.png]

				#19 Whenever we walk out of God's will, we should be reassured that we are His children when we experience His discipline in our lives. 

				Because of persecution, coupled with the negative influences from non-Christian colleagues, some true believers had made decisions to walk out of God's revealed will. As a result, they were experiencing not only the results of sin in the world generally, but the consequences of their own wrong choices. 

				The author wrote these words to reassure believers that they were not"illegitimate children" (v. 8) but true sons and daughters of a loving heavenly Father. God was disciplining them to help them once again walk in His will. God's ultimate goal was to train them in righteousness so that they would more and more reflect the fruit of the Holy Spirit rather than the works of the flesh (Gl 5:19-23).  (See Jb #21:God's Protection.)

				Reflection and Response

				How should we respond to Christians who are engaging in behavior that is prohibited in the Bible, but say that they know God approves of what they are doing since they are happier now?

				

				

	

Warning against Rejecting God's Grace

				14 Pursue peace with everyone, and holiness — without it no one will see the Lord.15 Make sure that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no root of bitterness springs up, causing trouble and by it, defiling many.16 And make sure that there isn't any immoral or irreverent person like Esau, who sold his birthright in exchange for one meal.17 For you know that later, when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected because he didn't find any opportunity for repentance, though he sought it with tears.

				A Principle to Live By - Gentleness and Patience

				[image: Getz1405.png]

				#20 We should never lose our passion and concern for unbelievers. 

				The author exhorted Jewish believers not only to resist false teaching but to attempt to reach unsaved Jews with the true messianic message. This included their colleagues who were attempting to lead them astray and who had added to their persecution and pain.

				This was a difficult challenge, and we know from other New Testament letters that eventually true believers had to separate from false teachers—particularly"those from Judaism" (Ti 1:10; 3:10). However, before taking this step, they were to do everything they could to avoid arguments and to"pursue peace" by responding with gentleness and patience (Heb 12:14). As Paul wrote to Timothy,"Perhaps God will grant them repentance leading them to the knowledge of the truth" (2Tm 2:25).  (See 2Tm #7:Able to Teach.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we decide when we should separate completely from unbelievers?  (See Ti #4:Bold Confrontation.)

				

				18 For you have not come to what could be touched, to a blazing fire, to darkness, gloom, and storm, 19 to the blast of a trumpet, and the sound of words. (Those who heard it begged that not another word be spoken to them, 20 for they could not bear what was commanded: And if even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned!ct21 The appearance was so terrifying that Moses said, I am terrified and trembling.cu) 22 Instead, you have come to Mount •Zion, to the city of the living God (the heavenly Jerusalem), to myriads of angels in festive gathering, 23 to the assembly of the firstborn whose names have been writtencv in heaven, to God who is the Judge of all, to the spirits of righteous people made perfect, 24 to Jesus (mediator of a new covenant), and to the sprinkled blood, which says better things than the blood of Abel.  (See Ps #46: The New Jerusalem.)

				25 Make sure that you do not reject the One who speaks. For if they did not escape when they rejected Him who warned them on earth, even less will we if we turn away from Him who warns us from heaven.26 His voice shook the earth at that time, but now He has promised, Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also heaven.cw27 This expression,"Yet once more," indicates the removal of what can be shaken — that is, created things — so that what is not shaken might remain. 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us hold on to grace.cx By it, we may serve God acceptably, with reverence and awe,29 for our God is a consuming fire.

				A Principle to Live By - Eternal Judgment
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				#21 We must never compromise the message of judgment that awaits all who reject God's redemptive plan. 

				After exhorting his fellow believers to do all they could to help unbelieving Jews respond to God's message of salvation, the author presented the very serious and awful side of rejecting God's grace. He had already warned unbelievers about their need for holiness—that is,"without it no one will see the Lord" (v. 14). To reject Jesus Christ is to reject the only means of inheriting eternal life (Rm 5:1).  (See Mt #19:The Way of Salvation.)

				The author then reminded them of God's holy presence at Mount Sinai when the old covenant was revealed. It was a terrifying experience (Ex 19:9-16; 20:18). How much more dreadful the situation for all unbelievers who someday will be judged severely for rejecting the Messiah. The Scriptures describe hell as eternal separation from God. However, the good news is that we can spend eternity with God, not because of our good works but because we have received God's free gift of salvation.  (See Eph #4:God's Gift.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some Christian leaders present the message of God's love and grace but seldom, if ever, mention eternal judgment and separation from God?

				

				

	

Final Exhortations

				13 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Don't neglect to show hospitality, for by doing this some have welcomed angels as guests without knowing it. 3 Remember the prisoners, as though you were in prison with them, and the mistreated, as though you yourselves were suffering bodily.cy 4 Marriage must be respected by all, and the marriage bed kept undefiled, because God will judge immoral people and adulterers. 5 Your life should be free from the love of money. Be satisfied with what you have, for He Himself has said, I will never leave you or forsake you.cz 6 Therefore, we may boldly say:

				The Lord is my helper;

				I will not be afraid.

				What can man do to me?da  (See Ps #53: Our Eternal Hope.)

				

				A Principle to Live By - Guidelines for Christian Living
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				#22 We are to demonstrate our vertical relationship with Jesus Christ by reflecting God's holiness in all of our horizontal relationships. 

				When we become believers, God sees us as perfectly holy through Jesus Christ's sacrificial death on the cross. We call this positional sanctification or perfect holiness. However, it's God's will that all believers become more and more like the Savior in their daily walk with Christ. We call this progressive sanctification or growth in holiness. The author of Hebrews outlined five ways a fellowship of believers should reflect Christ's love and God's holiness:

				1.	"Brotherly love" (v. 1; cp. Rm 12:10)

				2.	"Hospitality" (Heb 13:2; cp. Rm 12:13)

				3.	Compassion (Heb 13:3; cp. 2Tm 1:16-17)

				4.	Moral purity (Heb 13:4; cp. 1Th 4:3-5)

				5.	Not greedy (Heb 13:5; cp. Mt 6:33)  (See Lk #37: Loving Money.)

				Reflection and Response

				Are there any clues in the book of Hebrews why the author would highlight these five qualities for these believers?

				

				7 Remember your leaders who have spoken God's word to you. As you carefully observe the outcome of their lives, imitate their faith.8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 9 Don't be led astray by various kinds of strange teachings; for it is good for the heart to be established by grace and not by foods, since those involved in them have not benefited.  (See Col #6: Growth in Biblical Truth.)  10 We have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle do not have a right to eat. 11 For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the most holy place by the high priest as a sin offering are burned outside the camp. 12 Therefore Jesus also suffered outside the gate, so that He might •sanctifydb the people by His own blood. 13 Let us then go to Him outside the camp, bearing His disgrace. 14 For we do not have an enduring city here; instead, we seek the one to come. 15 Therefore, through Him let us continually offer up to God a sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of our lips that confess His name. 16 Don't neglect to do what is good and to share, for God is pleased with such sacrifices.  (See Rm #21: Christ-Centered Worship.)  17 Obey your leadersdc and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account, so that they can do this with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you. 

				A Principle to Live By - Following Godly Leaders
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				#23 To grow and mature in our Christian lives, we must learn from godly leaders we respect and trust. 

				The author of Hebrews reminded these struggling believers to be sure to"remember" the"leaders" who had first"spoken God's word" to them (v. 7). Since this exhortation is in the past tense, he may have been referring to the apostles—perhaps Peter and Paul (2:3-4). They were to remember not only what these men taught about Jesus Christ, but how they reflected the Savior's consistency in their own lives, despite persecution. 

				Second, the author exhorted them to"obey" those who were presently attempting to shepherd them (13:17). Though the term for leaders is different from the terms translated elders and overseers, these men were certainly fulfilling the same role. 

				These spiritual leaders were fulfilling their God-appointed tasks despite the challenges they faced. The author of Hebrews encouraged all of these believers to respond to their efforts, not only by growing spiritually, but by making their leaders' ministry a joyful experience rather than a painful one.  (See 2Kg #17:Finishing Well.)

				Reflection and Response

				In order to apply this Principle to Live By, why is it also important for local churches to appoint leaders who are spiritually qualified?  (See 1Tm #6:A Profile for Christian Maturity.)

				

				18 Pray for us; for we are convinced that we have a clear conscience, wanting to conduct ourselves honorably in everything. 19 And I especially urge you to praydd that I may be restored to you very soon.

				

	

Benediction and Farewell

				20 Now may the God of peace, who brought up from the dead our Lord Jesus — the great Shepherd of the sheep — with the blood of the everlasting covenant, 21 equipde you with all that is good to do His will, working in us what is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ. Glory belongs to Him forever and ever. df •Amen.  (See Eph #7:Experiencing God's Power.)

				22 •Brothers, I urge you to receive this message of exhortation, for I have written to you briefly. 23 Be aware that our brother Timothy has been released. If he comes soon enough, he will be with me when I see you. 24 Greet all your leaders and all the •saints. Those who are from Italy greet you. 25 Grace be with all of you.
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				James

				Author: James

				Date of writing: a.d. 48–52

				

			

Introduction

				The book of James was written by Jesus' half-brother. James had become the lead pastor of the church in Jerusalem. Since he made no mention of the Jerusalem council, it was probably written before that event, making this book, along with Galatians and 1 Thessalonians, the earliest writings of the New Testament. James's audience was"the 12 tribes in the Dispersion," that is, Jewish Christians living in the Roman provinces outside of Judea. This may have included some who responded to the gospel message in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost and then returned to establish churches in their local communities. James addressed the challenges they faced living for Christ in those circumstances among friends and enemies. Today, every Christian effectively lives as an alien, being a citizen of heaven but living on earth. 

				James teaches us principles of life as citizens of heaven

				

				

				James would agree with Paul that a person is saved by grace through faith, and works do not contribute to salvation. But James goes on to stress that genuine faith will eventually produce good works, as it did in the lives of Abraham and Rahab. Today, Christians who don't see good works in their own lives need to evaluate the genuineness of their faith. 

				James teaches us principles of faith and works

				

				

				James puts riches in proper perspective. The value of material possessions is insignificant compared to the Christians' inheritance in heaven. Therefore a rich person should not be treated better than a poor one. In fact, people who gain their riches through unethical and immoral means or who love money need to reexamine their spiritual lives to see whether they really have committed their lives to God. One mark of true believers is how they help the poor and underprivileged. 

				James teaches us principles of impartiality and compassion

				

				

				James teaches specific, practical wisdom for living the Christian life. For other issues, not specifically addressed in this correspondence, God grants divine wisdom to the one who asks for it in faith. This wisdom helps believers go through life and its trials with a proper perspective. From the perspective of patience, humility, and love granted by the Holy Spirit in our lives, we can avoid using words destructively, we can draw near to God and resist the Devil, and we can acknowledge our dependence on God every day.

				James teaches us Principles to Live By

			

			
				list of priNciples in james

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-4

							
								
								#1: Persecution and Trials

							
								
								When we face various trials, we should ask God to help us view these painful experiences as opportunities to become more mature in our spiritual walk with Jesus Christ.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:5-8

							
								
								#2: Wisdom from Above

							
								
								To face trials with a proper perspective, we must seek God's wisdom through faith and prayer.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								1:9-12

							
								
								#3: A Biblical Priority

							
								
								Regardless of our earthly possessions, we are to remember that what ultimately matters is our eternal inheritance.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								1:13-18

							
								
								#4: Temptation and 
Rationalization

							
								
								We must take full responsibility for our sinful attitudes and actions.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								1:19-27

							
								
								#5: Applying God's Word

							
								
								To please God, we must not only listen to His Word but also put it into practice.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								2:1-13

							
								
								#6: Avoiding Prejudice

							
								
								We are to honor one another without showing favoritism.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								2:14-26

							
								
								#7: Good Works

							
								
								If our profession of faith does not eventuate in good works, we should evaluate the validity of our salvation experience.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								3:1-12

							
								
								#8: Sinful Anger

							
								
								To keep our words from becoming destructive, we must be able to control what we say.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								3:13-18

							
								
								#9: Heavenly and Earthly Wisdom

							
								
								To gain God's wisdom, we must walk by the Spirit and not in the flesh.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								4:1-10

							
								
								#10: Humility versus Pride

							
								
								To apply God's wisdom, we are to imitate Christ's example of humility.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								4:13-17

							
								
								#11: Money and Humility

							
								
								When we accumulate and use material possessions, we are to reflect Christlike humility.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								5:1-6

							
								
								#12: Materialistic Idolatry

							
								
								Spiritual leaders should warn people never to allow materialism to deprive them of eternal life.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								5:7-12

							
								
								#13: Christ's Return

							
								
								When we are frustrated and distracted by people who are evil and cruel, we are to focus on our eternal hope in Jesus Christ.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								5:13-20

							
								
								#14: Prayers of the Righteous

							
								
								When we are experiencing various illnesses, we should seek guidance and prayer from the leaders in our churches who are living godly and righteous lives.

							
								
								14

							
						

					
				

			

			

				James

				Greeting

				1 James, a •slave of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ:

				To the 12 tribes in the Dispersion.

				Greetings.

				

	

Trials and Maturity

				2 Consider it a great joy, my •brothers, whenever you experience various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 But endurance must do its complete work, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking nothing.

				A Principle to Live By - Persecution and Trials
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				#1 When we face various trials, we should ask God to help us view these painful experiences as opportunities to become more mature in our spiritual walk with Jesus Christ. 

				James was writing to Jewish Christians who lived in Greek or Roman countries away from their Judean homeland. One of his purposes was to encourage them to stand firm in the midst of persecution. They had been God-fearing Jews and then had become believers in Jesus Christ as the Messiah and crucified Savior. We can only imagine the hostility they faced from their Jewish brethren. James challenged these believers to"consider it a great joy" when they faced these trials (v. 2). 

				This joy was not merely some kind of emotional elation, but a deep-seated sense of confidence and well-being that enabled these believers to look beyond the difficulties and see the opportunity to become more like Jesus Christ. 

				As James wrote this letter, perhaps he was reflecting on the children of Israel as they faced God's tests in the wilderness. Those painful experiences revealed whether their faith in God was sincere and whether they could handle the blessings that God wanted to give them.  (See Dt #14:Wilderness Experiences.)

				Reflection and Response

				How have you observed various trials providing opportunities for personal growth in your own life or in the lives of others?

				

				5 Now if any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives to all generously and without criticizing, and it will be given to him.6 But let him ask in faith without doubting. For the doubter is like the surging sea, driven and tossed by the wind. 7 That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 8 An indecisivea man is unstable in all his ways.

				A Principle to Live By - Wisdom from Above
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				#2 To face trials with a proper perspective, we must seek God's wisdom through faith and prayer. 

				Clearly, we need divine wisdom to view various trials as opportunities to grow spiritually. The source of this wisdom is God, who is always ready to give it to His children. The means of receiving it is prayer and faith (Mt 21:22; Mk 11:24). Doubt, the opposite of faith, means questioning whether God is loving and generous. It is impossible to request a favor or a gift from God with integrity and confidence if we question His goodness. We must decisively determine that we are going to trust God completely, without wavering back and forth from day to day.

				As we'll see later, the wisdom James was writing about is inseparably linked to Christian character and is identified as"wisdom from above" (Jms 3:17-18).  (Review Jms #9: Heavenly and Earthly Wisdom)

				Reflection and Response

				What advantages do we have today compared with these believers in a.d. 50, before the Gospels, Acts, Epistles, and Revelation were written? 

				

				9 The brother of humble circumstances should boast in his exaltation, 10 but the one who is rich should boast in his humiliation because he will pass away like a flower of the field.11 For the sun rises with its scorching heat and dries up the grass; its flower falls off, and its beautiful appearance is destroyed. In the same way, the rich man will wither away while pursuing his activities.

				12 A man who endures trialsb is blessed, because when he passes the test he will receive the crown of life that God c has promised to those who love Him.

				A Principle to Live By - A Biblical Priority
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				#3 Regardless of our earthly possessions, we are to remember that what ultimately matters is our 
eternal inheritance. 

				In this paragraph, James focused on a specific issue that reflected"an indecisive man" (v. 8) who was"driven and tossed by the wind" (v. 6). Materialistic believers were building"treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal" (Mt 6:19). They were attempting to serve two masters.

				Jesus stated categorically that we cannot"be slaves of God and of money" (Mt 6:24). This is being"double-minded" (Jms 4:8). Instead, poor people should focus on the fact that their inheritance is in heaven (1:9), and rich people should know that, even though what they have on earth will disappear (vv. 10-11), they too will have an eternal inheritance that will endure forever (v. 12). Furthermore, rich people should be using their wealth to lay up"treasures in heaven" (Mt 6:20).  (See Ps #38: God's Kingdom First.)

				Reflection and Response

				What other examples are there among Christians today that illustrate indecisiveness and the intention to serve two masters?

				

				13 No one undergoing a trial should say,"I am being tempted by God." For God is not tempted by evil,d and He Himself doesn't tempt anyone. 14 But each person is tempted when he is drawn away and enticed by his own evil desires.15 Then after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin, and when sin is fully grown, it gives birth to death.

				16 Don't be deceived, my dearly loved brothers.17 Every generous act and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights; with Him there is no variation or shadow cast by turning.18 By His own choice, He gave us a new birth by the message of truth so that we would be the •firstfruits of His creatures.

				A Principle to Live By - Temptation and Rationalization
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				#4 We must take full responsibility for our sinful attitudes and actions. 

				When we fail God by yielding to temptation, how easy it is to put the blame on someone else, including God. This has been true ever since sin entered the world. When Adam sinned, he blamed Eve, and Eve in turn blamed Satan. Ultimately, they both blamed God. The fact is that even though Satan is at the root of our evil desires, we are ultimately responsible for our actions.  (See Gn #5:Avoiding Rationalization.)

				Apart from the"new birth" (Jms 1:18), we are always vulnerable to yielding to temptation. Furthermore, we cannot avoid the ultimate results of yielding to temptation:"the wages of sin is death" (Rm 6:23). However, if we receive God's gift of eternal life through the Lord Jesus Christ, God will provide a way to face temptation victoriously:

				No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to humanity. God is faithful, and He will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation He will also provide a way of escape so that you are able to bear it. (1Co 10:13) 

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can we use the Word of God to overcome temptation?  (See Mt #5:The Power of Scripture.)

				

				

	

Hearing and Doing the Word

				19 My dearly loved brothers, understand this: Everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger,20 for man's anger does not accomplish God's righteousness. 21 Therefore, ridding yourselves of all moral filth and evil,e humbly receive the implanted word, which is able to save you.f

				22 But be doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 Because if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man looking at his own faceg in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But the one who looks intently into the perfect law of freedom and perseveres in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but one who does good works — this person will be blessed in what he does.

				26 If anyone h thinks he is religious without controlling his tongue, then his religion is useless and he deceives himself. 27 Pure and undefiled religion before ouri God and Father is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself unstained by the •world.

				A Principle to Live By - Applying God's Word

				[image: Getz1413.png]

				#5 To please God, we must not only listen to His Word but also put it into practice. 

				James once again addressed the recipients of this letter as"dearly loved brothers," indicating that he was writing to believers (vv. 16,19). He exhorted them to"be doers of the word and not hearers only" (v. 22). When we listen and do not act on what we hear, we have not received"the implanted word" (v. 21). We have not allowed the truth to penetrate deeply into our hearts.  (See Heb #7:The Word of God.)

				James succinctly addressed three areas of sin, explained more fully later in this letter: sinful anger (Jms 1:20,26), immorality (vv. 21,27), and indifference to needy people (v. 27). Regardless of the specific issues, James was definitely concerned about the same sinful practices that plagued the children of Israel from the time they left Egypt until they went into captivity.

				As James exhorted his fellow Jewish believers not only to hear the Word of God but to respond to it, perhaps he was remembering what the Lord revealed to Ezekiel in Babylon:"So My people come to you in crowds, sit in front of you, and hear your words, but they don't obey them. Although they express love with their mouths, their hearts pursue dishonest profit" (Ezk 33:31).  (See Ezk #30:Hearing and Doing.)

				Reflection and Response

				If James were writing to Christians in our particular culture today, what three sins might he address? 

				

				

	

The Sin of Favoritism

				2 My •brothers, do not show favoritism as you hold on to the faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ. 2 For example, a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and a poor man dressed in dirty clothes also comes in. 3 If you look with favor on the man wearing the fine clothes and say,"Sit here in a good place," and yet you say to the poor man,"Stand over there," or,"Sit here on the floor by my footstool," 4 haven't you discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?

				5 Listen, my dear brothers: Didn't God choose the poor in this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom that He has promised to those who love Him? 6 Yet you dishonored that poor man. Don't the rich oppress you and drag you into the courts? 7 Don't they blaspheme the noble name that was pronounced over you at your baptism?

				8 Indeed, if you keep the royal law prescribed in the Scripture, Love your neighbor as yourself,j you are doing well. 9 But if you show favoritism, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the entire law, yet fails in one point, is •guilty of breaking it all. 11 For He who said, Do not commit adultery,k also said, Do not murder.l So if you do not commit adultery, but you do murder, you are a lawbreaker.

				12 Speak and act as those who will be judged by the law of freedom. 13 For judgment is without mercy to the one who hasn't shown mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.

				A Principle to Live By - Avoiding Prejudice

				[image: Getz1414.png]

				#6 We are to honor one another without showing favoritism. 

				James expanded on what he had already addressed briefly: wealth does not provide a spiritual advantage.  (Review Jms #3: A Biblical Priority.)

				This does not mean that it's inappropriate to give honor to those to whom honor is due (Rm 12:10; 13:7). The apostles illustrated this point with Barnabas. They actually changed his name to demonstrate to everyone that he was an unselfish and generous man. However, they did not relegate poor people to a lower position in the church because they could not do what Barnabas did.  (See Ac #8:Generosity.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what specific ways can we honor one another in the body of Christ without demonstrating prejudice and showing favoritism?

				

				

	

Faith and Works

				14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can his faithm save him?

				15 If a brother or sister is without clothes and lacks daily food 16 and one of you says to them,"Go in peace, keep warm, and eat well," but you don't give them what the body needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way faith, if it doesn't have works, is dead by itself.

				18 But someone will say,"You have faith, and I have works." Show me your faith without works, and I will show you faith from my works. n 19 You believe that God is one; you do well. The demons also believe — and they shudder.

				20 Foolish man! Are you willing to learn that faith without works is useless? 21 Wasn't Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 You see that faith was active together with his works, and by works, faith was perfected. 23 So the Scripture was fulfilled that says, Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him for righteousness,o and he was called God's friend. 24 You see that a man is •justified by works and not by faith alone. 25 And in the same way, wasn't Rahab the prostitute also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by a different route? 26 For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.  (See Jos #5:Faith that Works.)

				A Principle to Live By - Good Works

				[image: Getz1415.png]

				#7 If our profession of faith does not eventuate in good works, we should evaluate the validity of our salvation experience. 

				Once again, James expanded on a specific concern he had mentioned earlier:"to look after orphans and widows in their distress" (1:27). There were believers among them that had true physical needs, lacking the necessities of life. Furthermore, there was no way they could earn a living, particularly if they were orphans and widows. Though there was plenty of money in the Jewish coffers in the various synagogues, when people professed Jesus Christ, they were excommunicated from the Jewish community. Since there was no welfare system in the Roman Empire, they had no way to meet their physical needs. This, of course, is what happened in Jerusalem when the Hellenistic Jewish widows were neglected in the daily distribution of food (Ac 6:1-2). 

				James was very much aware of God's instructions in the Old Testament. Moses stated, 

				For there will never cease to be poor people in the land; that is why I am commanding you,"You must willingly open your hand to your afflicted and poor brother in your land." (Dt 15:11)  (See Dt #21:Grace and Generosity.)

				It's also significant that when James and the other apostles endorsed Paul's mission to the Gentiles, they asked very specifically that he"remember the poor" (Gl 2:10). In this letter, James was questioning the reality of the faith of some in his audience because of their selfish and materialistic attitudes and actions. He was not teaching that we are saved by good works but that a true saving faith will eventually produce good works.  (See Eph #4:God's Gift.)

				Reflection and Response

				In applying this good works principle, why should we be careful not to become judgmental of those who profess to be Christ-followers?

				

				

	

Controlling the Tongue

				3 Not many should become teachers, my •brothers, knowing that we will receive a stricter judgment, 2 for we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says,p he is a mature man who is also able to control his whole body.q  (See Mal #2:Leadership Accountability.)

				3 Now when we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we also guide the whole animal.r 4 And consider ships: Though very large and driven by fierce winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5 So too, though the tongue is a small part of the body, it boasts great things. Consider how large a forest a small fire ignites. 6 And the tongue is a fire. The tongue, a world of unrighteousness, is placed among the parts of our bodies. It pollutes the whole body, sets the course of life on fire, and is set on fire by •hell.

				7 Every sea creature, reptile, bird, or animal is tamed and has been tamed by man, 8 but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9 We praise ours Lord and Father with it, and we curse men who are made in God's likeness with it. 10 Praising and cursing come out of the same mouth. My brothers, these things should not be this way. 11 Does a spring pour out sweet and bitter water from the same opening? 12 Can a fig tree produce olives, my brothers, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a saltwater spring yield fresh water.

				A Principle to Live By - Sinful Anger
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				#8 To keep our words from becoming destructive, we must be able to control what we say. 

				Following the pattern in this Epistle, James continued to elaborate on a succinct statement he had made earlier:"man's anger does not accomplish God's righteousness" (1:20). 

				To demonstrate how powerful the tongue is, James used three vivid illustrations: 

				1.	controlling a horse with a small bit (3:3), 

				2.	turning a large ship with a small rudder (v. 4), and 

				3.	igniting a raging forest fire with a little spark (v. 5). 

				He applied the lessons from these illustrations by pointing out that even"though the tongue is a small part of the body" (v. 5), it can do terrible damage in destroying God's people and God's work. It can indeed become"a world of unrighteousness" (v. 6).  (See Ps #50:A Wicked Tongue.)

				With three final illustrations, James allowed these Jewish believers to once again evaluate the validity of their faith (Jms 3:11-12): Just as what a spring or a plant produces reflects its essential nature, so a person's speech reveals what is in that person's heart.

				Reflection and Response

				According to Paul, in what other ways can anger become sinful?  (See Rm #24:Avoiding Vengeance.)

				

				

	

The Wisdom from Above

				13 Who is wise and has understanding among you? He should show his works by good conduct with wisdom's gentleness.14 But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your heart, don't brag and deny the truth.15 Such wisdom does not come from above but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic.16 For where envy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every kind of evil. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peace-loving, gentle, compliant, full of mercy and good fruits, without favoritism and hypocrisy.18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who cultivate peace.

				A Principle to Live By - Heavenly and Earthly Wisdom

				#9 To gain God's wisdom, we must walk by the Spirit and not in the flesh.

				[image: Getz1417.png]

				James introduced this letter by reassuring these Jewish believers that if they lacked wisdom, they could receive it if they—by faith and without wavering—asked God to provide it. With this wisdom, they would be able to endure trials and, at the same time, grow and mature spiritually.  (Review Jms #2: Wisdom from Above.)

				At the mid-point in his letter, James elaborated, showing that God's wisdom and Christlike living are inseparable. Conversely, earthly wisdom always accompanies worldly attitudes and actions.

				We know that divine wisdom is activated in our lives by the Holy Spirit when we present our bodies to God as a living sacrifice (Rm 12:1-2). By contrast, carnal Christians manifest the wisdom of this world activated by self and Satan, resulting in ambivalent and double lives. Believers who are living according to the flesh are"indecisive" and"unstable in all [their] ways," causing their prayers to be ineffective (Jms 1:7-8).  (See Ps #117:Wisdom from Above.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does this section in James' letter compare with Paul's description of the works of the flesh and the fruit of the Spirit in his letter to the Galatians?  (See Gl #10:Life in the Spirit.)

				

				

	

Proud or Humble

				4 What is the source of wars and fights among you? Don't they come from the cravings that are at war within you?t2 You desire and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. You do not have because you do not ask. 3 You ask and don't receive because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your evil desires.

				4 Adulteresses! u, v Don't you know that friendship with the •world is hostility toward God? So whoever wants to be the world's friend becomes God's enemy. 5 Or do you think it's without reason the Scripture says that the Spirit who lives in us yearns jealously?w

				6 But He gives greater grace. Therefore He says:

				

				God resists the proud,

				but gives grace to the humble.x

				

				7 Therefore, submit to God. But resist the Devil, and he will flee from you.8 Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, sinners, and purify your hearts, double-minded people!9 Be miserable and mourn and weep. Your laughter must change to mourning and your joy to sorrow.10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will exalt you.

				A Principle to Live By - Humility versus Pride
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				#10 To apply God's wisdom, we are to imitate Christ's example of humility. 

				After contrasting"wisdom from above" (3:17) with"earthly, unspiritual, demonic" wisdom (3:15), James addressed a root problem. Rather than reflecting humility in all of their relationships, many of these so-called Christ-followers were motivated by pride and arrogance. Though James continued to speak to all who had claimed to be followers of the Messiah, he was focusing on those whose professions of faith were not verified by works.  (Review Jms #7: Good Works.)

				Many were in fact true believers but were still manifesting the"works of the flesh" (Gl 5:19) rather than"the fruit of the Spirit" (Gl 5:22). They were motivated by their"evil desires" (Jms 4:3). They were attempting to maintain a"friendship with the world" and yet be followers of Jesus (v. 4). As James stated earlier in this letter, they were"double-minded people" (v. 8) who were asking God for assistance but were not experiencing answers to their prayers because their motives were selfish (See 1:5-8). If indeed they were to reflect God's wisdom in their lives, they must with humble hearts trust God completely and reject all the Devil's suggestions (4:7).  (For an elaboration on how James used the terms murder and adultery, See Mt #10:Internalizing God's Word.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do Paul's instructions to the Philippians correlate with this section in James' letter?  (See Php #6:Imitating Christ.)

				

				11 Don't criticize one another, •brothers. He who criticizes a brother or judges his brother criticizes the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 12 There is one lawgiver and judge y who is able to save and to destroy. But who are you to judge your neighbor?  (See Rm #28:Accepting One Another.)

				

	

Our Will and His Will

				13 Come now, you who say,"Today or tomorrow we will travel to such and such a city and spend a year there and do business and make a profit."14 You don't even know what tomorrow will bring — what your life will be! For you are like smoke that appears for a little while, then vanishes.

				15 Instead, you should say,"If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that." 16 But as it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil.17 So it is a sin for the person who knows to do what is good and doesn't do it.

				A Principle to Live By - Money and Humility
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				#11 When we accumulate and use material possessions, we are to reflect Christlike humility. 

				James addressed a specific sinful practice that reflected pride rather than humility. He had already alluded to this issue when he wrote,"the one who is rich should boast in his humiliation because he will pass away like a flower of the field" (1:10). Here James used another metaphor:"smoke that appears for a little while, then vanishes" (4:14).  (Review Jms #3: A Biblical Priority.)

				Many of the affluent believers were operating their businesses in self-centered and arrogant ways, as if they were in charge of their lives. In essence, they were excluding God from their daily activities. 

				James was not teaching that it is wrong to plan ahead in terms of meeting our immediate and future material needs. In fact, Jesus commended those who were astute in business (Lk 14:28-30). Neither was James teaching that it is wrong to accumulate material possessions. However, it is wrong and sinful when we leave God out of the equation or even make Him secondary. He must be first in our lives in order to live in His will (Mt 6:33). 

				Reflection and Response

				What are some specific attitudes and actions that demonstrate that we are applying this Principle to Live By in relationship to our material possessions?  (See 1Tm #16:Being Generous.)

				

				

	

Warning to the Rich

				5 Come now, you rich people! Weep and wail over the miseries that are coming on you. 2 Your wealth is ruined and your clothes are moth-eaten.3 Your silver and gold are corroded, and their corrosion will be a witness against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You stored up treasure in the last days!4 Look! The pay that you withheld from the workers who reaped your fields cries out, and the outcry of the harvesters has reached the ears of the Lord of •Hosts.z5 You have lived luxuriously on the land and have indulged yourselves. You have fattened your hearts foraa the day of slaughter.6 You have condemned — you have murdered — the righteous man; he does not resist you.

				A Principle to Live By - Materialistic Idolatry
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				#12 Spiritual leaders should warn people never to allow materialism to deprive them of eternal life. 

				In this paragraph, James became very forthright regarding wealth. He sounded like the Old Testament prophets when they addressed materialistic idolatry (See Is 10:1-4; Jr 5:27-29; Mc 2:1-2). What he wrote is also a reflection of what Jesus Christ taught. Consider the parables of the rich fool and of the rich man and Lazarus (Lk 12:16-21; 16:19-31). There is no question regarding the eternal destiny of the latter—at death, he was separated from God.  (See Lk #27:Eternal Investments.)

				Against this broader biblical backdrop as well as the larger context in this letter, James may have once again been addressing individuals who claimed to have faith but who gave no evidence—no"fruit of righteousness" (Jms 3:18). They were 

				
						hoarding wealth (5:2), 

						exploiting their own employees to accumulate wealth for themselves (v. 4), 

						living in luxury while the poor were suffering (v. 5), and 

						destroying people, probably by using the legal system to their own advantage (v. 6). 

				

				In essence, they were worshiping money instead of God.

				Reflection and Response

				Though James may have been addressing unsaved materialists, what lessons can believers learn from this indictment?  (See 1Tm #14:Materialistic Motivation.)

				

				

	

Waiting for the Lord

				7 Therefore, •brothers, be patient until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth and is patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, because the Lord's coming is near.

				9 Brothers, do not complain about one another, so that you will not be judged. Look, the judge stands at the door!

				10 Brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the Lord's name as an example of suffering and patience. 11 See, we count as blessed those who have endured.ab You have heard of Job's endurance and have seen the outcome from the Lord. The Lord is very compassionate and merciful.

				

	

Truthful Speech

				12 Now above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath. Your"yes" must be"yes," and your"no" must be"no," so that you won't fall under judgment. ac  (See Mt #11:Practicing Integrity.)

				A Principle to Live By - Christ's Return
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				#13 When we are frustrated and distracted by people who are evil and cruel, we are to focus on our eternal hope in Jesus Christ. 

				In this New Testament setting, the disenfranchised believers had no way to meet their physical needs—they were persecuted and mistreated. Like those Peter addressed in his first letter, they were treated like non-citizens. In addition to being mistreated by the rich, they had no legal protection.  (See 1Pt #1:Identity in Christ.)

				In view of these difficult circumstances, James encouraged these believers: 

				1.	to be patient, realizing that when Christ returns, He will deliver them from their earthly circumstances (Jms 5:7-8);

				2.	to not allow their circumstances to cause tensions among each other as believers (v. 9);

				3.	to take comfort by remembering the Old Testament prophets who suffered under those who rejected the message of truth (v. 10);

				4.	to continue to be honest in the midst of a culture permeated with lying, cheating, and manipulative behavior (v. 12).

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it difficult for Christians who live in free societies to identify with the struggles of many first-century Christians as well as with those who live in repressive societies today? 

				

				

	

Effective Prayer

				13 Is anyone among you suffering? He should pray. Is anyone cheerful? He should sing praises.14 Is anyone among you sick? He should call for the elders of the church, and they should pray over him after anointing him with olive oil in the name of the Lord.15 The prayer of faith will save the sick person, and the Lord will restore him to health; if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The urgent request of a righteous person is very powerful in its effect.17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours; yet he prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the land.18 Then he prayed again, and the sky gave rain and the land produced its fruit.

				19 My brothers, if any among you strays from the truth, and someone turns him back, 20 let him know that whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his •life from death and cover a multitude of sins.

				A Principle to Live By - Prayers of the Righteous
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				#14 When we are experiencing various illnesses, we should seek guidance and prayer from the leaders in our churches who are living godly and righteous lives. 

				There are a lot of questions and a variety of opinions regarding James' intent when he wrote these words regarding prayer, but one thing seems clear: Many of these believers were not experiencing answers to their prayers because they were living sinful, double lives and praying with selfish motives (1:5-8; 4:3). Like the Corinthians who were using the Lord's Supper as a means for selfish indulgence, they too may have been"sick and ill" because of their sinful attitudes and actions (1Co 11:27-30). 

				James encouraged these believers to turn to the spiritual leaders in their churches for spiritual guidance and prayer. These godly and righteous shepherds who reflected the spiritual character of Elijah could lead them, first of all, to confess their sins. Second, they could pray for their healing (Jms 5:16). Rather than dying, like some of the Corinthians, they could be healed in this life and, if unsaved, repent and receive the gift of eternal life (vv. 19-20).

				In interpreting what James wrote in this passage, we must be careful, however, not to conclude that all illnesses are caused by deliberate sin. In fact, James used two Greek terms translated"sick" to describe people who were feeble, weak, exhausted, and weary or worn out. In this New Testament setting, many believers were physically and emotionally exhausted from intense persecution.  (See Ps #6:Deliverance from Depression.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we help those who are ill to be more proactive in seeking prayer from their spiritual leaders?
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				1  and  2 Peter

				Author: Peter

				Date of writing: a.d. 62–67

				

			

Introduction

				The apostle Peter wrote these two letters to the persecuted churches in Asia Minor. The wicked Roman Emperor Nero was in power, and Christians were among his targets. Peter reminded them that God's people are temporary residents in a foreign land, so they should not be surprised when they were treated as second-class citizens. According to tradition, Peter requested to be executed upside down because he did not feel worthy to be crucified in the same posture as Jesus. Any Christian who encounters persecution today should be encouraged by the fact that Christ Himself suffered in the flesh, that other Christians have experienced similar afflictions, and that the difficulties of this life are negligible compared to the rewards of heaven. 

				1 Peter teaches us principles of persecution and victory

				

				

				Despite the persecution in his day, Peter advocated submission to government. He also echoed Paul's teaching that slaves and wives should submit to authority. Furthermore, even though God ordained distinct roles for men and women, both Peter and Paul taught that men must love and respect their wives as spiritual equals. Today, as we encounter various degrees of persecution in our political and social relationships, we can learn from Peter's inspired instruction.

				1 Peter teaches us principles of submission and respect 

				

				

				Peter learned humility the hard way. After boasting that he would never deny Christ, that's just what he did. Decades later, a more mature Peter modeled and taught humility. Though he was the leader among the apostles in Jerusalem, he referred to himself as a mere"fellow elder" and a"slave . . . of Jesus Christ." He warned, from experience, about the Devil's tactics to instill pride in Christians while blinding them to its presence. 

				1 Peter teaches us principles of humility

				

				

				Peter encouraged his readers to draw on God's power to progress toward maturity, measuring their growth by comparing their conduct with God's inspired Word. Conversely, he warned his readers that there would be false teachers among them. The immorality they practiced and promoted would betray their heresy. God's people are called to holiness. 

				2 Peter teaches us principles of godliness

				

				

				Peter taught that Jesus could return at any time. On that day, all people will be judged. Those who have rejected Christ will perish. This should motivate Christians to expectant watchfulness, genuine godliness, and urgent evangelism. 

				1 and 2 Peter teach us Principles to Live By 

			

			
				list of principles in 1 Peter

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-2

							
								
								#1: Identity in Christ

							
								
								As Christ-followers, we are to discover our true identity in God's eternal family rather than in our earthly associations and relationships.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:3-12

							
								
								#2: An Exclusive 
Message for All

							
								
								We must never compromise the message that all human beings need to be saved by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								1:13-25

							
								
								#3: Living Transformed Lives

							
								
								In view of God's mercy and grace in saving us, we are to obey God's Word and become more and more like Jesus Christ.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:1-5

							
								
								#4: Spiritual Growth

							
								
								To grow together by obeying God, we must deliberately and consistently learn the Scriptures.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								2:9-12

							
								
								#5: A Holy People

							
								
								To be God's witness in this world, local churches must function as dynamic, transformed communities that reflect God's holiness.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								2:13-17

							
								
								#6: Human Institutions

							
								
								As Christ-followers, we are to be obedient within all human institutions and structures without violating biblical values.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								2:18-25

							
								
								#7: Subservient Roles

							
								
								As those who occupy subservient roles, we are to do all we can within the will of God to respect and submit to those we serve.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								3:1-7

							
								
								#8: Marital 
Relationships

							
								
								As husbands and wives, we are to fulfill our God-ordained roles by following Jesus Christ's servant-leadership model.
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								3:8-17

							
								
								#9: Corporate Witness

							
								
								As local churches, we should become communities of love and unity that reveal Jesus Christ to the unsaved world.
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								3:18–4:19

							
								
								#10: Christian Suffering

							
								
								When we suffer because of our Christian faith, we should draw strength from Christ's sufferings.
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								5:1-7

							
								
								#11: Demonstrating Humility

							
								
								No matter our roles and responsibilities in the church, we are to serve one another humbly in love.
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								5:8-9

							
								
								#12: Resisting Satan

							
								
								We must be on guard against all of Satan's tactics, but especially the temptation to be prideful.
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				1 Peter

				Greeting

				1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ:

				To the temporary residents dispersed in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, •Asia, and Bithynia, chosen2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father and set apart by the Spirit for obedience and for sprinkling with the blood of Jesus Christ.

				May grace and peace be multiplied to you.

				A Principle to Live By - Identity in Christ

				[image: Getz1423.png]

				#1 As Christ-followers, we are to discover our true identity in God's eternal family rather than in our earthly associations and relationships. 

				The apostle Peter addressed this letter to churches scattered throughout various provinces in Asia Minor. The terms he used to describe these believers—translated"temporary residents" and"strangers" (1:1; 2:11)—literally meant to be non-citizens, without the legal protection or other rights provided Roman citizens. 

				Some interpret these terms as a metaphorical reference to our Christian pilgrimage on this earth, since our true citizenship is in heaven. It's certainly true that from God's perspective we are already"seated" with Christ"in the heavens" (Eph 2:6), so it's possible Peter had this in mind. However, in view of what we now know about socially marginalized people in this part of the world during the first century, it's also possible that Peter was simply addressing Christians who had few if any rights within the Roman government. 

				Though Peter, like James, talked about dispersed residents (Jms 1:1), his audience may have included more Gentiles than Jews. However, many of these former pagans had probably been proselytes to Judaism prior to their conversion experience, since they clearly understood Old Testament concepts (1Pt 2:9-10). 

				Peter wanted both Jewish and Gentile believers to understand that, even though they were"strangers and temporary residents" (2:11), they had an identity in Christ that was far superior to their Roman neighbors who had only an earthly citizenship. Their relationship with the eternal community—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (1:2)—made them members of a community of believers that was far more significant than all of their other human relationships.

				Reflection and Response

				In what way can we be good citizens on this earth and still maintain our focus on our eternal citizenship? 
(See Rm #25:Civic Responsibilities.)

				

				

	

A Living Hope

				3 Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. According to His great mercy, He has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, uncorrupted, and unfading, kept in heaven for you. 5 You are being protected by God's power through faith for a salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 You rejoice in this,a though now for a short time you have had to struggle in various trials 7 so that the genuineness of your faith — more valuable than gold, which perishes though refined by fire — may result inb praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 You love Him, though you have not seen Him. And though not seeing Him now, you believe in Him and rejoice with inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 because you are receiving the goal of your c faith, the salvation of your souls.d  (See Jms #1: Persecution and Trials; Jb #15: Faith that Endures.)

				10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that would come to you searched and carefully investigated. 11 They inquired into what time or what circumstancese the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating when He testified in advance to the messianic sufferingsf and the glories that would follow.g12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you. These things have now been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Angels desire to look into these things.

				A Principle to Live By - An Exclusive Message for All

				[image: Getz1424.png]

				#2 We must never compromise the message that all human beings need to be saved by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

				While preparing His disciples for His return to heaven, Jesus made a profound statement that has troubled many people down through the centuries. With great clarity and without qualification, Jesus said,

				I am the way, the truth, and the life. No man comes to the Father except through Me. (Jn 14:6)

				Along with the other apostles, Peter heard this proclamation. Later he understood it and took it very seriously, declaring,

				There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to people, and we must be saved by it. (Ac 4:12) 

				Initially, Peter did not understand that this exclusive message was for all people—both Jews and Gentiles—but after his rooftop experience in Joppa and his encounter with Cornelius in Caesarea, he openly confessed,

				Now I really understand that God doesn't show favoritism, but in every nation the person who fears Him and does righteousness is acceptable to Him. He sent the message to the Israelites, proclaiming the good news of peace through Jesus Christ—He is Lord of all. (Ac 10:34-36)  (See Ac #19:The Sin of Prejudice.)

				Though imprisoned, beaten, and eventually martyred, Peter never compromised this message of hope for all people. To inherit eternal life we must be born again by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

				Reflection and Response

				Why do so many Christian leaders today fail to proclaim that faith in Jesus Christ is the only way to inherit eternal life?

				

				

	

A Call to Holy Living

				13 Therefore, with your minds ready for action,h be serious and set your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the desires of your former ignorance. 15 But as the One who called you is holy, you also are to be holy in all your conduct; 16 for it is written, Be holy, because I am holy.i

				17 And if you address as Father the One who judges impartially based on each one's work, you are to conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your temporary residence. 18 For you know that you were •redeemed from your empty way of life inherited from the fathers, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20 He was chosenj before the foundation of the world but was revealed at the end of the times for you 21 who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

				22 By obedience to the truth, k having purified yourselvesl for sincere love of the •brothers, love one another earnestlym from a pure n heart,23 since you have been born again — not of perishable seed but of imperishable — through the living and enduring word of God. 24 For

				

				All flesh is like grass,

				and all its glory like a flower of the grass.

				The grass withers, and the flower falls,

				25 but the word of the Lord endures forever.o  (See Is #27: The Eternal Word.)

				

				And this is the word that was preached as the gospel to you.

				A Principle to Live By - Living Transformed Lives

				[image: Getz1425.png]

				#3 In view of God's mercy and grace in saving us, we are to obey God's Word and become more and more like Jesus Christ. 

				Peter focused on how believers should live. His model matched what Paul taught in Romans and Ephesians. In view of their"new birth" and"living hope" (v. 3), they were"to walk worthy of the calling" they had received (Eph 4:1; cp. Rm 12:1-2).  (See Rm #21:Christ-Centered Worship.)

				Peter exhorted obedience to God's Word in four ways:

				1.	They were to be"serious" (1Pt 1:13).

				2.	They were to reflect God's holiness (vv. 14-15).

				3.	They were to be motivated to live holy lives, not only in view of God's grace in saving them but by His evaluation of the way they lived (v. 17).

				4.	They were to grow in their love for one another (vv. 22-23).

				Reflection and Response

				What happens when people attempt to determine how to live through social consensus rather than by God's revelation in the Word of God?

				

				

	

The Living Stone and a Holy People

				2 So rid yourselves of all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all slander.2 Like newborn infants, desire the pure spiritual milk, so that you may grow by it for your salvation, p3 since you have tastedthat the Lord is good.q4 Coming to Him, a living stone — rejected by men but chosen and valuable to God — 5 you yourselves, as living stones, are being built into a spiritual house for a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

				A Principle to Live By - Spiritual Growth

				[image: Getz1426.png]

				#4 To grow together by obeying God, we must deliberately and consistently learn the Scriptures.

				Peter described more specifically the process of becoming increasingly like Jesus Christ. First, these believers had to desire to know and live in God's will as it was being revealed through the apostles. Their thirst for God's Word must continue (vv. 1-3).  (See Jn #29:The Spirit of Truth.)

				As Peter wrote these words, he probably remembered that electrifying moment in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost when 3,000 people put their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (Ac 2:41). What happened next illustrates beautifully what Peter was now exhorting believers to do:

				And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching [the Word of God], to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to the prayers [loving relationships]. (Ac 2:42) 

				Reflection and Response

				What happens when churches focus on Bible teaching and neglect dynamic relationships or focus on dynamic relationships and neglect Bible teaching?  (See Ac #5:Three Vital Experiences.)

				

				6 For it is contained in Scripture:

				

				Look! I lay a stone in •Zion,

				a chosen and honoredr cornerstone,s

				and the one who believes in Him

				will never be put to shame!t, u

				

				7 So honor will come to you who believe, but for the unbelieving,

				

				The stone that the builders rejected —

				this One has become the cornerstone,v

				

				8 and

				

				A stone to stumble over,w

				and a rock to trip over.x, y  (See Is #9:Faithful Service.)

				

				They stumble because they disobey the message; they were destined for this.

				

				9 But you are a chosen race,z, aaa royal priesthood,ab

				a holy nation,aca people for His possession,ad

				so that you may proclaim the praisesae, af

				of the One who called you out of darkness

				into His marvelous light.

				10 Once you were not a people,

				but now you are God's people;

				you had not received mercy,

				but now you have received mercy.

				

	

A Call to Good Works

				11 Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and temporary residents to abstain from fleshly desires that war against you.ag12 Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles,ah so that in a case where they speak against you as those who do what is evil, they will, by observing your good works, glorify God on the day of visitation.

				A Principle to Live By - A Holy People
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				#5 To be God's witness in this world, local churches must function as dynamic, transformed communities that reflect God's holiness.

				These paragraphs in Peter's letter demonstrate clearly that the believers he was writing to—both Jewish and Gentile converts—understood the message of the Old Testament. For example, he identified these believers as

				
						a chosen race (v. 9a)—just as God chose the nation Israel (Is 43:20-21), so He has chosen true believers to be His church;

						a royal priesthood, a holy nation (1Pt 2:9b)—just as God chose Israel to be His"kingdom of priests" and His"holy nation" (Ex 19:6), so He chose believers in Jesus Christ to be a new spiritual"priesthood" and a new spiritual"nation"; and

						a people for His possession (1Pt 2:9c)—just as God chose Israel to be His own"possession," so believers have been chosen in Christ to be His inheritance (v. 10). Compare Exodus 19:5 with Ephesians 1:3-4.  (See Ex #25:Reflecting God's Holiness)

				

				Peter demonstrated that many of God's blessings bestowed on Israel have been bestowed on the church. However, in drawing this comparison, one of Peter's main concerns was that these New Testament believers be a dynamic witness to the unbelieving world (1Pt 2:12) and certainly not fail as Israel had done again and again.  (See Ex #28:A Holy Witness.)

				As Peter wrote these words, he probably remembered what happened when the Jerusalem church was born. While those new believers"devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching" and"to the fellowship" (Ac 2:42), and as they were"praising God," the unbelievers viewed them favorably. While they were observing their good works, the Holy Spirit convicted those unbelievers of sin, and"every day the Lord added to [the church] those who were being saved" (Ac 2:47).  (See Ac #5:Three Vital Experiences.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though Peter used Israel to illustrate God's relationship with the church, in what ways is Israel as a nation different from the church as a family of believers?  (See Rm #20:The Great Commission.)

				

				13 Submit to every human authorityai because of the Lord, whether to the Emperoraj as the supreme authority14 or to governors as those sent out by him to punish those who do what is evil and to praise those who do what is good. 15 For it is God's will that you silence the ignorance of foolish people by doing good. 16 As God's •slaves, live as free people, but don't use your freedom as a way to conceal evil.17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the Emperor.ak

				A Principle to Live By - Human Institutions
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				#6 As Christ-followers, we are to be obedient within all human institutions and structures without violating biblical values. 

				How could these believers conduct themselves"honorably among the Gentiles" (v. 12)? With regard to the larger social context, Peter affirmed what Paul wrote to the Romans. God designed various governmental systems to maintain order and civility throughout the world.  (See Rm #25:Civic Responsibilities.)

				In Peter's day, the"Emperor" he referred to was probably the notorious Nero, who later 
may have been responsible for Peter's death. The"governors" represented the Emperor in the Roman provinces. This involved men like Pilate who, from a human point of view, was instrumental in Christ's crucifixion (Mt 27:24-26). 

				In spite of the horrible injustices that took place throughout the empire, Roman laws were relatively fair and just. Still, disenfranchised people—including Christians, whom Peter called"strangers and temporary residents" (1Pt 2:11)—had very little protection. Consequently, if they were to live peaceful lives at all, they had to do all they could to respect and honor and obey government authorities.

				However, Christians must do so without disobeying their ultimate authority, God Himself. Throughout the centuries, there have been times when Christians have had to make that very difficult choice—to"obey God rather than men" (Ac 5:29). For Peter and Paul, this choice ultimately meant death.  (See Ac #10:Our Dual Citizenship.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can we be good citizens in our own culture without violating the will of God? What are some situations where we must obey God rather than men?  (See Pr #40:Civic Responsibility.)

				

				

	

Submission of Slaves to Masters

				18 Household slaves, submit with all fear to your masters, not only to the good and gentle but also to the cruel.al19 For it brings favor am if, mindful of God's will, an, ao someone endures grief from suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is there if you sin and are punished, and you endure it? But when you do what is good and suffer, if you endure it, this brings favor with God.

				

				21 For you were called to this,

				because Christ also suffered for you,

				leaving you an example,

				so that you should follow in His steps.

				22 He did not commit sin,

				and no deceit was found in His mouth;ap

				23 when He was reviled,

				He did not revile in return;

				when He was suffering,

				He did not threaten

				but entrusted Himself to the One who judges justly.

				24 He Himself bore our sins

				in His body on the tree,

				so that, having died to sins,

				we might live for righteousness;

				you have been healed by His wounds.aq

				25 For you were like sheep going astray,ar

				but you have now returned

				to the Shepherd and Guardianas of your souls.

				A Principle to Live By - Subservient Roles

				[image: Getz1429.png]

				#7 As those who occupy subservient roles, we are to do all we can within the will of God to respect and submit to those we serve. 

				Slavery in the Roman Empire was different from the practice in many cultures of the world. These men and women, many of whom had been acquired through war, were doctors, nurses, teachers, musicians, and skilled artisans, some serving as very responsible managers or overseers. Furthermore, there were extensive laws governing the way these slaves should be treated. Normally, they were remunerated for their services and might eventually buy their freedom. However, they were often mistreated by slave owners who ignored their legal rights.  (See Phm #2:Demonstrating Wisdom.)

				Since many of the believers Peter was writing to occupied a subservient role, he addressed them specifically. They were to faithfully and respectfully fulfill their role, never committing willful sins that led to punishment. If they had cruel masters who ignored and violated Roman laws and mistreated them in spite of their good behavior, they should accept this unjust suffering, just as Christ did when He suffered unjustly for our sins (1Pt 2:21-24). In actuality, they had no recourse. Peter reminded them that this kind of suffering is what truly"brings favor with God" (v. 20). Furthermore, they could draw comfort from Jesus Christ who was"the Shepherd and Guardian of [their] souls" (v. 25). Though these evil masters could harm their bodies, they could never destroy their"imperishable" inheritance—believers are"protected by God's power" (1:4-5). 

				Reflection and Response

				How does this principle of submission taught by Peter apply to employer–employee relationships, particularly within the family of God?  (See Gl #6:Unity in Christ.)

				

				

	

Wives and Husbands

				3 In the same way, wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, even if some disobey the Christian message, they may be won overat without a message by the way their wives live2 when they observe your pure, reverent lives. 3 Your beauty should not consist of outward things like elaborate hairstyles and the wearing of gold ornamentsau or fine clothes. 4 Instead, it should consist of what is insideav the heart with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very valuable in God's eyes.  (See Pr #47: A Godly Wife.)  5 For in the past, the holy women who put their hope in God also beautified themselves in this way, submitting to their own husbands, 6 just as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. You have become her children when you do what is good and are not frightened by anything alarming.

				7 Husbands, in the same way, live with your wives with an understanding of their weaker natureaw yet showing them honor as coheirs of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered.

				A Principle to Live By - Marital Relationships
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				#8 As husbands and wives, we are to fulfill our God-ordained roles by following Jesus Christ's servant-leadership model.

				To understand Peter's exhortation to wives and husbands, we must be aware of the overarching principle that is to govern all relationships within the body of Christ. We are to love and submit to one another. However, within our marital roles, wives are to recognize their husbands as their God-ordained leaders, and husbands are to lead their wives as loving servants.  (See Eph #14:Walking in Love and Submission.)

				Jesus Christ modeled this principle when He, as"Lord and Teacher," washed the apostles' feet and told them to serve one another as He had served them (Jn 13:12-15). Since Jesus had chosen Peter to be the leader, he was to be a servant-leader to the other apostles and to all believers. He later instructed spiritual shepherds in the churches to which he was writing to be"examples to the flock" and to never lord it over God's people (1Pt 5:3).  (See Jn #27:A Servant's Heart.)

				In light of this overarching principle, Peter now addressed some specific challenges. Christian wives married to unsaved husbands were to practice this principle of submission, recognizing them as their God-ordained leaders by demonstrating the beauty of Christ in their attitudes and actions. The wives were never to violate their Christian values, hoping that these men would respond to their example, treat them justly, and, most importantly, become believers.  (See 1Co #16:Mixed Marriages.)

				Christian husbands were to love their wives sacrificially (both believers and unbelievers) as Christ loved all of us (Eph 5:1-2,25-26). They were never to put physical demands on their wives that violated this kind of love. To do so would bring God's discipline in the form of unanswered prayers. 

				Reflection and Response

				How should we advise wives who are in relationships that are abusive, persistently emotionally and physically destructive, and even life threatening? 

				

				

	

Do No Evil

				8 Now finally, all of you should be like-minded and sympathetic, should love believers,ax and be compassionate and humble, ay9 not paying back evil for evil or insult for insult but, on the contrary, giving a blessing, since you were called for this, so that you can inherit a blessing.

				

				10 For the one who wants to love life

				and to see good days

				must keep his tongue from evil

				and his lips from speaking deceit,

				11 and he must turn away from evil

				and do what is good.

				He must seek peace and pursue it,

				12 because the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous

				and His ears are open to their request.

				But the face of the Lord is against

				those who do what is evil.az  (See Ps #33:God's Unconditional Love.)

				

	

Undeserved Suffering

				13 And who will harmba you if you are deeply committed to what is good?bb14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear or be disturbed,bc15 but honorbd the •Messiah be as Lord in your hearts. Always be ready to give a defense to anyone who asks you for a reasonbf for the hope that is in you.16 However, do this with gentleness and respect, keeping your conscience clear,bg, bh so that when you are accused, bi those who denounce your Christian lifebj will be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will,bk than for doing evil.

				

				A Principle to Live By - Corporate Witness
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				#9 As local churches, we should become communities of love and unity that reveal Jesus Christ to the unsaved world.

				Peter summarized his first exhortation regarding how to live"honorably among the Gentiles" (2:12) with another exhortation to all of the churches in Asia Minor. They were to demonstrate Jesus' incarnation before the watching world by reflecting the oneness that exists in the eternal community.  (Review 1 Pt #5: A Holy People.)

				Here Peter conveyed a common New Testament theme: edification and evangelism are inseparably interrelated. As Jesus taught the apostles, before they could effectively"make disciples" (Mt 28:19), they were to demonstrate what true disciples look like—people who love one another as Christ loved them. Thus Jesus said,"By this all people will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another" (Jn 13:35). 

				This kind of love creates unity. Consequently, on the way to the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus prayed for those men—and for all of us—"May they all be one, as You, Father, are in Me and I am in You. May they also be one in Us, so the world may believe You sent Me" (Jn 17:21).  (See Jn #33:The Results of Love.)

				Peter shared this concept of love and unity with the churches of Asia Minor. If they loved one another and developed the oneness Jesus prayed for, they would inherit a blessing. 

				
						This blessing would come in the mutual encouragement from being this kind of community of faith in the midst of a hostile environment (1Pt 3:8-9). 

						If they responded to one another and to unbelievers by"giving a blessing" rather than"paying back evil for evil or insult for insult," they might see previously antagonistic government leaders, slave masters, and spouses respond to the gospel (vv. 9,14-17). 

						By responding with respect and submission, they might"inherit a blessing" (v. 9) by disarming and pacifying these unsaved people, causing them to respond more positively in these human relationships (v. 13). 

				

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it so important for local communities of believers to demonstrate what disciples look like before they attempt to make disciples? How does this apply particularly in cultures where government systems are hostile to the gospel?  (See Dn #3:Walking in Wisdom.)

				

				18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, bl

				the righteous for the unrighteous,bm

				that He might bring you bn to God,

				after being put to death in the fleshly realmbo

				but made alive in the spiritual realm.bp

				

				19 In that statebq He also went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison 20 who in the past were disobedient, when God patiently waited in the days of Noah while an ark was being prepared. In it a few — that is, eight peoplebr — were saved through water. 21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the pledgebs of a good conscience toward God) through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 22 Now that He has gone into heaven, He is at God's right hand with angels, authorities, and powers subject to Him.  (To understand the proper relationship of baptism to salvation, see Gn #27: Obedience to God's Command, p. 26; Rm #7: God's Free Gift, p. 1539.)

				

	

Following Christ

				4 Therefore, since Christ suffered bt in the flesh, equipbu yourselves also with the same resolvebv — because the one who suffered in the flesh has finished with sinbw — 2 in order to live the remaining time in the flesh, no longer for human desires,bx but for God's will. 3 For there has already been enough time spent in doing what the pagans choose to do:by carrying on in unrestrained behavior, evil desires, drunkenness, orgies, carousing, and lawless idolatry. 4 So they are surprised that you don't plunge with them into the same floodbz of wild living — and they slander you. 5 They will give an account to the One who stands ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this reason the gospel was also preached to those who are now dead, so that, although they might be judged by men in the fleshly realm,ca they might live by God in the spiritual realm.cb  (See Gl #10: Life in the Spirit.)

				

	

End-Time Ethics

				7 Now the end of all things is near; therefore, be serious and disciplined for prayer. 8 Above all, maintain an intense love for each other, since love covers a multitude of sins.cc 9 Be hospitable to one another without complaining. 10 Based on the gift each one has received, use it to serve others, as good managers of the varied grace of God. 11 If anyone speaks, it should be as one who speaks God's words; if anyone serves, it should be from the strength God provides, so that God may be glorified through Jesus Christ in everything. To Him belong the glory and the power forever and ever. •Amen.  (See Rm #22:A Servant's Heart.)

				

	

Christian Suffering

				12 Dear friends, don't be surprised when the fiery ordealcd comes among you to test you as if something unusual were happening to you.13 Instead, rejoice as you share in the sufferings of the •Messiah, so that you may also rejoice with great joy at the revelation of His glory. 14 If you are ridiculed for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. ce 15 None of you, however, should suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or a meddler.cf 16 But if anyone suffers as a"Christian," he should not be ashamed but should glorify God in having that name. 17 For the time has come for judgment to begin with God's household, and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who disobey the gospel of God?

				

				18 And if a righteous person is saved with difficulty,

				what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?cg

				

				19 So those who suffer according to God's will should, while doing what is good, entrust themselves to a faithful Creator.

				A Principle to Live By - Christian Suffering
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				#10 When we suffer because of our Christian faith, we should draw strength from Christ's 
sufferings.

				The benefits of suffering with Christ are clear. 

				
						Suffering for Christ reduces the power that sinful desires have over us, so we can live godlier lives that reflect Jesus Christ (vv. 1-2).

						When we suffer with Christ because of our spiritual commitments, we will be rewarded when we are eventually with Christ (vv. 12-13). 

						When we suffer for Christ, we are able to grow and develop our faith in our Creator (v. 19).  (See Jb #19:Identifying with Christ's Suffering)

				

				Reflection and Response

				Though the majority of Christians throughout the centuries have not suffered like the New Testament Christians Peter was addressing, what are some lesser trials that enable us to experience the same benefits?

				

				

	

About the Elders

				5 Therefore, as a fellow elder and witness to the sufferings of the •Messiah and also a participant in the glory about to be revealed, I exhort the elders among you: 2 Shepherd God's flock among you, not overseeing ch out of compulsion but freely, according to God's will; ci not for the money but eagerly; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.

				5 In the same way, you younger men, be subject to the elders. And all of you clothe yourselves withcj humility toward one another, because

				

				God resists the proud

				but gives grace to the humble.ck

				

				6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that He may exalt you at the proper time,cl7 casting all your care on Him, because He cares about you.

				A Principle to Live By - Demonstrating Humility
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				#11 No matter our roles and responsibilities in the church, we are to serve one another humbly in love.

				Though Peter addressed his primary exhortations here to spiritual leaders, this section is focused on demonstrating humility in all of our relationships. In fact, Peter exemplified this quality of maturity. Though he was indeed"an apostle" and the one Jesus chose to lead his fellow apostles (1:1; Mt 16:18), he identified himself as a"fellow elder," one among many who were spiritual shepherds (1Pt 5:1).

				Peter had learned his most painful lesson in humility in his direct experiences with Jesus. He proudly boasted,"Even if everyone runs away because of You, I will never run away. . . . Even if I have to die with You . . . I will never deny You!" (Mt 26:33,35). Peter meant well, but he failed miserably because of his pride. As he wrote this letter decades later, he not only remembered his failure but also his restoration. Jesus had gently exhorted him to be a faithful"shepherd," first to the other apostles and then to all others who would need his care (Jn 21:15-17).  (See Jn #40:The Greatest Command.)

				Most importantly, Peter never forgot Jesus' words that pointed to the kind of death he would die. This provided him a clear perspective as he addressed the suffering Christians throughout Asia Minor. If tradition is accurate, his own martyrdom was about to happen (Jn 21:18-19).

				Reflection and Response

				What are the specific marks of humility that Peter outlined for spiritual leaders in this passage, and how do they compare with Paul's exhortation in his letter to the Philippians?  (See Php #6:Imitating Christ.)

				

				

	

Conclusion

				8 Be serious! Be alert! Your adversary the Devil is prowling around like a roaring lion, looking for anyone he can devour. 9 Resist him and be firm in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are being experienced by your fellow believers throughout the world.

				A Principle to Live By - Resisting Satan
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				#12 We must be on guard against all of Satan's tactics, but especially the temptation to 
be prideful.

				After Peter's exhortations to be humble (vv. 5-6), he provided a warning to resist Satan. Once again, he may have reflected on his own failure. Prior to his boast that he would never deny Christ, Jesus had reverted back to calling him Simon rather than Peter, the"Rock" (Jn 1:40-42):

				Simon, Simon, look out! Satan has asked to sift you like wheat. But I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And you, when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers. 
(Lk 22:31-32) 

				Unfortunately, Peter only grasped the true meaning of Jesus' solemn warning after the fact. However, he learned a powerful and valuable lesson through his failure. Satan is active, and one of his primary tactics is to blind even sincere believers to their prideful attitudes and actions.  (See Lk #48:Satanic Attacks.)

				On the positive side, we need not succumb to the Devil's schemes. We can"resist him" and"draw near to God" (1Pt 5:9; see Eph 6:11-18; Jms 4:6-8). Furthermore, just as Jesus had prayed for Peter prior to his failure, so Jesus is continually praying for all of us at the right hand of the Father as our great high priest (Rm 8:34).  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though tempting Christians to be prideful is one of Satan's primary goals, what other tactics does he use in his attempt to defeat God's people? 

				

				10 Now the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ Jesus, will personallycm restore, establish, strengthen, and support you after you have suffered a little.cn 11 The dominion co belongs to Him forever. cp •Amen.  (See Eph #7:Experiencing God's Power.)

				12 I have written you this brief letter through Silvanuscq (I know him to be a faithful brother) to encourage you and to testify that this is the true grace of God. Take your stand in it! 13 The church in Babylon, also chosen, sends you greetings, as does Mark, my son. 14 Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ. cr
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				2 Peter

				Greeting

				1 Simeon a Peter, a •slave and an apostle of Jesus Christ:

				To those who have obtained a faith of equal privilege with oursb through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ.

				2 May grace and peace be multiplied to you through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.

				

	

Growth in the Faith

				3 Hisc divine power has given us everything required for life and godliness through the knowledge of Him who called us byd His own glory and goodness. 4 By these He has given us very great and precious promises, so that through them you may share in the divine nature, escaping the corruption that is in the world because of evil desires. 5 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with goodness, goodness with knowledge, 6 knowledge with self-control, self-control with endurance, endurance with godliness, 7 godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 

				A Principle to Live By - Life and Godliness

				[image: Getz1435.png]

				#1 Drawing on God's power, we are to do all we can to become mature followers of Jesus Christ. 

				With one succinct statement, Peter summarized our salvation experience when he greeted these believers throughout Asia Minor as"those who have obtained a faith of equal privilege with ours through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ" (v. 1). He then reminded them that the same power that saved them by grace through faith"has given us everything required for life and godliness" (v. 3). With this divine resource, we can, as Paul wrote to the Philippians,"work out [our] own salvation with fear and trembling," realizing"it is God who is working in [us], enabling [us] both to desire and to work out His good purpose" (Php 2:12-13; cp. Eph 2:10).  (See Php #7:Exemplifying the Incarnation.)

				Peter next exhorted these believers to draw on God's divine power and to make every effort to become mature in Christ (2Pt 1:3,5-7). He exhorted them to supplement their faith in Christ 

				
						with goodness (moral excellence and virtue),

						with knowledge (God's eternal truth),

						with self-control (keeping passions under control),

						with endurance (steadfastness and perseverance),

						with godliness (reverence toward God),

						with brotherly affection (caring for others), and

						with love (seeking the highest good for others).  (See Eph #8:Walking Worthy)

				

				Reflection and Response

				How do we maintain the balance between God's divine work in our lives and our human responsibility to live godly lives?  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				

				8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they will keep you from being useless or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 The person who lacks these things is blind and shortsighted and has forgotten the cleansing from his past sins. 10 Therefore, •brothers, make every effort to confirm your calling and election, because if you do these things you will never stumble. 11 For in this way, entry into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be richly supplied to you.

				12 Therefore I will always remind you about these things, even though you know them and are established in the truth you have. 13 I consider it right, as long as I am in this bodily tent, to wake you up with a reminder, 14 knowing that I will soon lay aside my tent, as our Lord Jesus Christ has also shown me. 15 And I will also make every effort that you may be able to recall these things at any time after my departure.e

				A Principle to Live By - God's Standard of Righteousness
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				#2 To continue to mature in our Christian lives, we are to measure our progress regularly with God's standard of righteousness. 

				Peter differentiated spiritual Christians from carnal Christians by the way they continued to develop the above qualities in their lives (vv. 5-7). Carnal or unspiritual Christians forget God's mercy and grace in having saved them. Peter described them as"blind and shortsighted," leaving them"useless or unfruitful," not growing"in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ" (vv. 8-9). 

				To keep this from happening, Peter reminded these believers of what they already knew (v. 12). Furthermore, in view of his own impending death, he was diligently equipping them to"recall these things at any time" (v. 15). 

				Peter was reminding all of us that we are to become more and more like Jesus Christ individually and corporately. For this to happen, we must draw on God's power as we make every effort to live up to God's standard of righteousness.  (See Ps #25:Spiritual Growth.)

				Reflection and Response

				What is the place of prayer in enabling us to draw on God's power and to develop the qualities outlined by Peter?  (See Eph #7:Experiencing God's Power.)

				

				

	

The Trustworthy Prophetic Word

				16 For we did not follow cleverly contrived myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; instead, we were eyewitnesses of His majesty.17 For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, a voice came to Him from the Majestic Glory:

				

				This is My beloved Son. f

				I take delight in Him!

				

				18 And we heard this voice when it came from heaven while we were with Him on the holy mountain.19 So we have the prophetic word strongly confirmed. You will do well to pay attention to it, as to a lamp shining in a dismal place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 First of all, you should know this: No prophecy of Scripture comes from one's own interpretation, 21 because no prophecy ever came by the will of man; instead, men spoke from God as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.

				A Principle to Live By - The Word of God
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				#3 Our basic criteria for discerning God's will must be grounded on God's truth as revealed by the Holy Spirit and recorded in Scripture.

				As Peter and the other apostles began to carry out the Great Commission, both to"make disciples" and to continue"teaching them" God's truth (Mt 28:19-20), they had no repository of new covenant truth as we have it in our New Testament. They had, however, encountered God's direct revelation in Christ. They had heard Jesus teach and had seen the miracles that verified His message of salvation (Jn 20:30-31).  (See Heb #3:A Great Salvation.)

				To substantiate his own message of truth, Peter referred to what happened on the Mount of Transfiguration. He, along with James and John, saw Christ glorified and heard God speak directly to them (2Pt 1:16-18). After Jesus returned to heaven, God sent the Holy Spirit to continue to instruct and guide the apostles into all truth.  (See Jn #29:The Spirit of Truth.)

				Following the day of Pentecost, believers were able to devote"themselves to the apostles' teaching" (Ac 2:42). This happened because of Jesus' promise to send"the Spirit of truth" to teach the apostles"all the truth" (Jn 16:13) and then to enable them to record this divine truth in the Scriptures. Peter's two Epistles were a partial fulfillment of Jesus' promise. 

				Peter went on to reassure these believers that his message could be trusted because it was also verified by the Old Testament prophets. They too had been inspired by the Holy Spirit as they predicted the coming of the Messiah (2Pt 1:18-21)  (See Is #1:God's Inspired Revelation.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though there are many success-oriented books written today—even for Christians—why is it important to focus first and foremost on resources that are based on Scripture?

				

				

	

The Judgment of False Teachers

				2 But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, and will bring swift destruction on themselves. 2 Many will follow their unrestrained ways, and the way of truth will be blasphemed because of them.3 They will exploit you in their greed with deceptive words. Their condemnation, pronounced long ago, is not idle, and their destruction does not sleep.

				4 For if God didn't spare the angels who sinned but threw them down into Tartarus and delivered them to be kept in chains g of darkness until judgment;5 and if He didn't spare the ancient world, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others,h when He brought a flood on the world of the ungodly; 6 and if He reduced the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes and condemned them to ruin, i making them an example to those who were going to be ungodly; j7 and if He rescued righteous Lot, distressed by the unrestrained behavior of the immoral 8 (for as he lived among them, that righteous man tormented himself day by day with the lawless deeds he saw and heard) — 9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment,10 especially those who follow the polluting desires of the flesh and despise authority.

				Bold, arrogant people! They do not tremble when they blaspheme the glorious ones; 11 however, angels, who are greater in might and power, do not bring a slanderous charge against them before the Lord. k 12 But these people, like irrational animals — creatures of instinct born to be caught and destroyed — speak blasphemies about things they don't understand, and in their destruction they too will be destroyed, 13 suffering harm as the payment for unrighteousness. They consider it a pleasure to carouse in the daytime. They are spots and blemishes, delighting in their deceptions l as they feast with you. 14 They have eyes full of adultery and are always looking for sin. They seduce unstable people and have hearts trained in greed. Children under a curse! 15 They have gone astray by abandoning the straight path and have followed the path of Balaam, the son of Bosor, m who loved the wages of unrighteousness 16 but received a rebuke for his transgression: A donkey that could not talk spoke with a human voice and restrained the prophet's irrationality.  (See Nm #31: Our Sovereign God; 1Jn #7: False Apostles and Prophets.)

				17 These people are springs without water, mists driven by a whirlwind. The gloom of darkness has been reserved for them. 18 For by uttering boastful, empty words, they seduce, with fleshly desires and debauchery, people who have barely escapedn from those who live in error. 19 They promise them freedom, but they themselves are •slaves of corruption, since people are enslaved to whatever defeats them. 20 For if, having escaped the world's impurity through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in these things and defeated, the last state is worse for them than the first. 21 For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness than, after knowing it, to turn back from the holy command delivered to them. 22 It has happened to them according to the true proverb: A dog returns to its own vomit,o and,"a sow, after washing itself, wallows in the mud."  (See Gl #10: Life in the Spirit; Heb #10: Hardened Hearts.)

				A Principle to Live By - False Teachers
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				#4 We are to be on guard against false teachers who may infiltrate the church of Jesus Christ.

				In this section of his letter, Peter addressed the deadly influence of false teachers within the Christian community. Just as false prophets existed among God's people in the Old Testament, so there were those who were posing as true believers in these churches but who in reality were deceptive and destructive. They actually participated in worship, including communion meals (v. 13). They had a clear understanding of what God intended the church to be, but used this divine knowledge as part of their deceitful strategy.  (See Ti #4:Bold Confrontation.)

				Peter chose to profile these evil leaders and their followers by using Old Testament illustrations—the"ancient world" in Noah's day (2Pt 2:5) and the"cities of Sodom and Gomorrah" in Lot's day (vv. 6-10). Not only will God judge these evil people, but He can deliver those who are true believers, even though they lived among these sinful people.  (See Ezk #25:Making Right Choices.)

				Reflection and Response

				What are some examples of false teachers today who have subtly infiltrated the Christian community?

				

				

	

The Day of the Lord

				3 Dear friends, this is now the second letter I have written to you; in both letters, I want to develop a genuine understanding with a reminder, 2 so that you can remember the words previously spoken by the holy prophets and the command of our Lord and Savior given through your apostles. 3 First, be aware of this: Scoffers will come in the last days to scoff, living according to their own desires, 4 saying,"Where is the promise of His coming? Ever since the fathers fell •asleep, all things continue as they have been since the beginning of creation." 5 They willfully ignore this: Long ago the heavens and the earth were brought about from water and through water by the word of God. 6 Through these waters the world of that time perished when it was flooded. 7 But by the same word, the present heavens and earth are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.

				8 Dear friends, don't let this one thing escape you: With the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.9 The Lord does not delay His promise, as some understand delay, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance.

				A Principle to Live By - Looking for Christ's Return
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				#5 Even though Jesus Christ has not returned for nearly two thousand years, we should not become apathetic in looking for His return.

				Since the Scriptures teach us that the last days began with the first coming of Jesus Christ (Heb 1:2), and that He could come the second time at any moment (1Co 15:51-52), it's not surprising that scoffers emerged rather quickly denying that Jesus Christ would ever return. However, Peter made it clear that God does not count time like we do (2Pt 3:8). Only God knows the day or the hour, but Jesus Christ will return and we are to be ready.  (See Nah #1:God's Wrath.)

				An important reason Christ has delayed His return is His compassion for unsaved people (2Pt 3:9). True Christians should show similar compassion, along with a sense of urgency. There will be a moment when He will return and we are to be ready since it could happen at any time. This should be our message of warning to all believers and unbelievers.

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it easy for even dedicated Christians to be apathetic in terms of looking and waiting for Christ's return?

				

				10 But the Day of the Lord will come like a thief; p on that day the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, the elements will burn and be dissolved, and the earth and the works on it will be disclosed. q11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, it is clear what sort of people you should be in holy conduct and godliness 12 as you wait for and earnestly desire the comingr of the day of God. The heavens will be on fire and be dissolved because of it, and the elements will melt with the heat. 13 But based on His promise, we wait for the new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness will dwell.

				

	

Conclusion

				14 Therefore, dear friends, while you wait for these things, make every effort to be found at peace with Him without spot or blemish. 15 Also, regard the patience of our Lord as an opportunity for salvation, just as our dear brother Paul has written to you according to the wisdom given to him. 16 He speaks about these things in all his letters in which there are some matters that are hard to understand. The untaught and unstable twist them to their own destruction, as they also do with the rest of the Scriptures.

				17 Therefore, dear friends, since you know this in advance, be on your guard, so that you are not led away by the error of lawless people and fall from your own stability. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity.s•Amen. t

				A Principle to Live By - Motivation to Holiness
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				#6 Since Christ will definitely return at some moment, all believers should stay ready by leading godly lives.  (See 1Th #10:Christ's Return.)

				Peter emphasized the same basic truth as Paul: the doctrine of the second coming of Christ should motivate us to live holy lives from moment to moment. As believers,"we must all appear before the tribunal of Christ," where we will be evaluated by the way we have lived our lives on earth,"whether good or worthless" (2Co 5:10). Though our salvation is secure, we will be rewarded based on 
our work.  (See 2Co #8:Modeling the Message.)

				Unbelievers will eventually be judged at the great white throne. They will not receive eternal life but will receive degrees of punishment based on how they have responded to what they have known about God's revelation. Though we cannot comprehend all of this with our finite minds, one thing is sure: God is a righteous judge.  (See Rv #34:Eternal Judgment.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do Paul's words to Titus correlate with Peter's final exhortations?  (See Ti #6:Motivated by God's Grace.)
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				1, 2, and  3 John

				Author: John

				Date of writing: a.d. 80–95

				

			

Introduction

				The apostle John wrote these three letters several years after the Romans had destroyed Jerusalem. He wrote his first Epistle to local churches around Ephesus where he was residing. His second Epistle was addressed to"the elect lady and her children," probably referring to the church as a unified body and as the bride of Christ. John wrote his third Epistle to Gaius, a dear friend whom he considered one of his children. To form a healthy church, John emphasized the necessity of growing in both truth and love. The truth of God's revelation gives us an accurate description of love: God is love, and He revealed His love in the person and work of Christ. Similarly, experiencing God's love enables us to apply truth to our lives: in hospitality, in generosity, and in spreading the gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ.

				1, 2, and 3 John teach us principles of truth and love

				

				

				John lists four purposes for writing to believers: (1) to share the joy of fellowship; (2) to help them avoid sin; (3) to warn them about deceivers; and (4) to assure them of eternal life. John offered several ways to evaluate whether faith is genuine. His intention was not to cause true believers to worry, but on the contrary to give anxious Christians confidence. Sincere believers will grow in obedience and love, and God will protect them from the Devil's evil intentions. 

				1, 2, and 3 John teach us principles of assurance based on God's grace

				

				

				John warned his readers that false prophets had infiltrated their ranks and were teaching lies about the Lord Jesus Christ. They denied that Jesus is God, the eternal"Word of life" who took on human flesh and came into the world to save sinners. John called these false teachers"antichrists" because they opposed what Christ stood for and taught. These malignant and malicious deceivers should not be tolerated, and they certainly should not be given a platform to spread their lies in church meetings. He told his readers that they had all the resources they needed to recognize heresy and reject it. Today, Christians not only have the complete Scriptures in the Old and New Testaments, we also have the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth and protect us from error.

				1, 2, and 3 John teach us Principles to Live By 

			

			
				list of principles in 1 John

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

					
					
						
								
								1:1-2

							
								
								#1: Proclaiming the 
Message of Salvation

							
								
								Though we are among those who have not seen Jesus Christ, we are to proclaim the message of salvation based on the accounts of reliable eyewitnesses.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:3-4

							
								
								#2: The Deity of Jesus Christ

							
								
								To have a right relationship with God and one another, we must have a correct view of the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								1:5–2:2

							
								
								#3: Practicing the Truth

							
								
								To have intimate fellowship with God, we must confess our sins and live in His will.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:3-11

							
								
								#4: Loving God and Others

							
								
								To have an intimate relationship with God, we must develop loving relationships with one another.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								2:12-14

							
								
								#5: Evaluating Spiritual Growth

							
								
								Regardless of our level of maturity, as Christians we should continually evaluate the extent to which we are walking in the light rather than in darkness.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								2:15-17

							
								
								#6: Overcoming the World

							
								
								We must be on guard against worldly influences that interfere with our love for God and for one another.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								2:18-27

							
								
								#7: False Apostles and Prophets

							
								
								We must reject the teachings of anyone who denies that Jesus Christ is God and that He came in human flesh.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								2:28–3:3

							
								
								#8: The Second Coming

							
								
								To sincerely anticipate seeing Jesus Christ face to face, we must live in daily fellowship with God and with one another.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								3:4-15

							
								
								#9: True Spirituality

							
								
								If we are born again and understand God's will for our lives, we will not continue to live a sinful lifestyle.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								3:16-23

							
								
								#10: Loving as Christ Loved

							
								
								To grow in our love for one another, we must follow Christ's example.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								3:24–4:6

							
								
								#11: The God-Man

							
								
								We must never allow ourselves to be influenced by those who fail to teach that Jesus Christ was and is the God-man.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								4:7-14

							
								
								#12: Our Corporate 
Witness

							
								
								We are to love one another as Christ loved us so that we reveal God's message of love and salvation to the world.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								4:15-19

							
								
								#13: Our Heavenly Father

							
								
								Though God is holy and absolutely righteous, more and more we are to relate to Him without fear as our loving heavenly Father.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								5:1-5

							
								
								#14: Reciprocal Love

							
								
								To obey God's commands as a privilege rather than a burden, we must love God as He loves us.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								5:6-13

							
								
								#15: Overcoming Doubt

							
								
								When tempted to doubt our salvation experience, we should review the promises God has given us in His Word.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								5:14-15

							
								
								#16: Effective Prayer

							
								
								When we pray, we should always seek to voice requests that are in harmony with God's will.

							
								
								16

							
						

					
				

			

			

				1  John

				Prologue: Our Declaration

				1 What was from the beginning,

				what we have heard,

				what we have seen with our eyes,

				what we have observed

				and have touched with our hands,

				concerning the Word of life —

				2 that life was revealed,

				and we have seen it

				and we testify and declare to you

				the eternal life that was with the Father

				and was revealed to us —

				A Principle to Live By - Proclaiming the Message of Salvation

				[image: Getz1441.png]

				#1 Though we are among those who have not seen Jesus Christ, we are to proclaim the message of salvation based on the accounts of reliable eyewitnesses. 

				As disciples of Jesus Christ, John and his fellow apostles heard Jesus teach, saw Him work miracles, and had physical contact with Him for nearly three years. John, of course, never forgot his own close friendship with Jesus (Jn 13:23-25). 

				When John and other eyewitnesses testified about the resurrection but Thomas refused to believe, Jesus appeared to him and invited him to touch the nail prints in His hands and to thrust his hand into His side (Jn 20:27). John wrote this letter because he wanted all people to follow Thomas's example when he cried out,"My Lord and my God!" Jesus added,"Because you have seen Me, you have believed. Those who believe without seeing are blessed" (Jn 20:28-29).  (See Jn #38:Dealing with Doubters.)

				Today we are among those who believe without seeing because of men like John. These eyewitnesses faithfully communicated Christ's redemptive message through historical documents. God has verified this message of salvation in a variety of ways. The author of Hebrews has written that this"great salvation . . . was first spoken by the Lord and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him. At the same time, God also testified by signs and wonders, various miracles, and distributions of gifts from the Holy Spirit according to His will" (Heb 2:3-4).  (See Heb #3:A Great Salvation.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we help those who hesitate to believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God because they have never encountered Him face to face?  (See Jn #39:The Power of Scripture.)

				

				3 what we have seen and heard

				we also declare to you,

				so that you may have fellowship along with us;

				and indeed our fellowship is with the Father

				and with His Son Jesus Christ.

				4 We are writing these things a

				so that our b joy may be complete.

				A Principle to Live By - The Deity of Jesus Christ
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				#2 To have a right relationship with God and one another, we must have a correct view of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

				One of John's primary concerns related to false teachers who were communicating a wrong view of the Lord Jesus Christ. John became very direct about this concern later in this letter when he identified them as"antichrists" (2:18). 

				John had devoted his entire Gospel to proving that the Lord Jesus Christ was God who became flesh (Jn 1:1,14; 20:30-31). To fellowship with Jesus is to fellowship with God and to fellowship with God is to fellowship with Jesus.

				When the apostle Philip was sincerely attempting to comprehend Jesus' relationship with God the Father, he asked,"Lord . . . show us the Father" (Jn 14:8). Jesus' response must have startled all the apostles:

				Have I been among you all this time without your knowing Me, Philip? The one who has seen Me has seen the Father. . . . Don't you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me? (Jn 14:9-10)  (See Jn #19:One With God.)

				Throughout this first Epistle, John equated the Father with the Son. At times it's difficult to discern from the pronouns when he was referring to God and when he was referring to Jesus (e.g., 1Jn 2:3). This was not a problem for John since he was demonstrating that the Father and the Son are two distinct personalities yet are One, and to fellowship with one is to fellowship with the other.

				Reflection and Response

				When people claim to be followers of Jesus and yet believe that He was just a great teacher, how does this invariably affect their personal relationship with Christ?

				

				

	

Fellowship with God

				5 Now this is the message we have heard from Him and declare to you: God is light, and there is absolutely no darkness in Him. 6 If we say,"We have fellowship with Him," yet we •walk in darkness, we are lying and are not practicingc the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say,"We have no sin," we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say,"We don't have any sin," we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.

				2 My little children, I am writing you these things so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an •advocate with the Father — Jesus Christ the Righteous One. 2 He Himself is the •propitiation for our sins, and not only for ours, but also for those of the whole world.

				A Principle to Live By - Practicing the Truth
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				#3 To have intimate fellowship with God, we must confess our sins and live in His will. 

				God and Jesus Christ are holy and absolutely righteous. To help us understand this awesome truth, John used two metaphors, contrasting light with darkness. When Jesus came into the world, He revealed God's holiness as the light that"shines in the darkness" (Jn 1:5; see 1:6-9; 8:12; 9:5; 12:35-36,46). And when we put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and become Christians, we are to be"the light of the world" (Mt 5:14). 

				Even born-again Christians can at times"walk in darkness" (1Jn 1:6) and"love the world" (2:15). For example, the Corinthians were immoral and were"living like unbelievers" (1Co 3:1-3; see also 5:1).

				When we as Christians claim that we are having fellowship with God and yet we are choosing to live in various forms of darkness, we are lying not only to God and others but to ourselves. And, as we'll see, this also affects our ability to have godly fellowship with our fellow believers.

				The initial answer, wrote John, is to acknowledge our sins and receive forgiveness. If our conversion to Christ is authentic, God will always see us positionally forgiven and even glorified and seated with Jesus in heaven (Rm 8:30; Eph 1:7; 2:6). However, we are to appropriate that forgiveness by acknowledging and forsaking our sins in the here and now. We cannot have an intimate relationship with God if we are deliberately living out of His revealed will. This is impossible since"God is light, and there is absolutely no darkness in Him" (1Jn 1:5).  
(See Jdg #4:Forsaking Sin.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some Christians believe they can live sinless lives and others believe they can continue to live sinful lives?  (See 1 Jn #9: True Spirituality; Rm #10: Our New Life in Christ)

				

				

	

God's Commands

				3 This is how we are sure that we have come to know Him: by keeping His commands.4 The one who says,"I have come to know Him," yet doesn't keep His commands, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoever keeps His word, truly in him the love of God is perfected.d This is how we know we are in Him:6 The one who says he remains in Him should •walk just as He walked.

				7 Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old command that you have had from the beginning. The old command is the message you have heard. 8 Yet I am writing you a new command, which is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining.

				9 The one who says he is in the light but hates his brother is in the darkness until now. 10 The one who loves his brother remains in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him.e11 But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness, walks in the darkness, and doesn't know where he's going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.

				A Principle to Live By - Loving God and Others
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				#4 To have an intimate relationship with God, we must develop loving relationships with one another. 

				From a vertical perspective, obedience is indicative of Christians' love for God. John added a horizontal perspective: loving God and loving one another are inseparable concepts. In fact, Jesus taught His disciples that keeping all the commands depends on keeping the two greatest commands:

				He said to him,"Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and most important command. The second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets depend on these two commands." (Mt 22:37-40) 

				In essence, John was stating that we can measure our love for God and our intimacy with Him by the way we love our brothers and sisters in Christ. If we are out of fellowship with one another, we cannot have an intimate, loving relationship with God. 

				These two concepts are also reciprocal. The more we love God, the better we'll know Him and the more we'll love our brothers and sisters in Christ. The more we love our fellow Christians, the more we'll love God. In fact, having godly and intimate flesh-and-blood relationships will help us relate more intimately to the God we cannot see. 

				Reflection and Response

				Why are intimate relationships within biological families so important in developing intimate relationships with one another and God?  (See Gn #51:Godly Fellowship.)

				

				

	

Reasons for Writing

				12 I am writing to you, little children,

				because your sins have been forgiven

				because of Jesus' name.

				13 I am writing to you, fathers,

				because you have come to know

				the One who is from the beginning.

				I am writing to you, young men,

				because you have had victory over the evil one.

				14 I have written to you, children,

				because you have come to know the Father.

				I have written to you, fathers,

				because you have come to know

				the One who is from the beginning.

				I have written to you, young men,

				because you are strong,

				God's word remains in you,

				and you have had victory over the evil one.

				A Principle to Live By - Evaluating Spiritual Growth
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				#5 Regardless of our level of maturity, as Christians we should continually evaluate the extent to which we are walking in the light rather than in darkness. 

				John used the terms"children,"fathers," and"young men" symbolically. He was encouraging all of his readers that he was confident about their salvation experience. He affirmed that they were saved, they were growing in their knowledge of God, and they were victorious. 

				At the same time, John wanted them to measure their maturity by looking carefully at their personal and corporate walk with Christ. Was the light of God's truth in their lives overpowering the darkness of this world or was the darkness blinding their eyes and keeping them from living in the will of God (vv. 10-11)?

				Reflection and Response

				How did the apostle Paul model this principle in his own life?  (See Php #10:Progressive Sanctification.)

				

				

	

A Warning about the World

				15 Do not love the •world or the things that belong tof the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in him. 16 For everything that belongs tog the world — the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride in one's lifestyle — is not from the Father, but is from the world. 17 And the world with its lust is passing away, but the one who does God's will remains forever.

				A Principle to Live By - Overcoming the World
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				#6 We must be on guard against worldly influences that interfere with our love for God and for one another. 

				In vv. 15-17, John used the word"world" to refer to Satan's evil influence in this age (cp. 5:19), which includes three enticements (2:16): 

				1.	"the lust of the flesh"—any sinful desire or interest that interferes with our relationship with God and with fellow Christians;

				2.	"the lust of the eyes"—any sinful desire or interest that comes through what we see and leads us to violate God's will; and

				3.	"pride in one's lifestyle"—a sense of arrogance based on wealth or rank that violates a Christlike spirit of humility.

				When Jesus Christ was tempted by Satan in the wilderness, in His human nature He faced all of these worldly impulses. He defeated Satan by relying on the power of God's Word.  (See Mt #5:The Power of Scripture.)

				Reflection and Response

				How can we use Scripture to overcome the worldly influences that are impacting all Christians in today's world?

				

				

	

The Last Hour

				18 Children, it is the last hour. And as you have heard,"Antichrist is coming," even now many antichrists have come. We know from this that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they did not belong to us; for if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us. However, they went out so that it might be made clear that none of them belongs to us.

				20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you have knowledge. h 21 I have not written to you because you don't know the truth, but because you do know it, and because no lie comes from the truth. 22 Who is the liar, if not the one who denies that Jesus is the •Messiah? This one is the antichrist: the one who denies the Father and the Son. 23 No one who denies the Son can have the Father; he who confesses the Son has the Father as well.  (See Jn #2: The Deity of Christ; Heb #1: The Person of Christ.)

				

	

Remaining with God

				24 What you have heard from the beginning must remain in you. If what you have heard from the beginning remains in you, then you will remain in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is the promise that He Himself made to us: eternal life. 26 I have written these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you.

				27 The anointing you received from Him remains in you, and you don't need anyone to teach you. Instead, His anointing teaches you about all things and is true and is not a lie; just as He has taught you, remain in Him.

				A Principle to Live By - False Apostles and Prophets
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				#7 We must reject the teachings of anyone who denies that Jesus Christ is God and that He came in 
human flesh. 

				In these paragraphs, John focused on the major problem in the churches he was addressing. False apostles had infiltrated these communities of faith and were denying the deity of Jesus Christ—that He was and is One with the Father. Evidently, these antichrists had emerged in the Judean area after the birth of the church in Jerusalem. Claiming to be apostles, they disagreed with the message of Peter and John and the other true apostles and began their insidious missionary efforts. John clearly disassociated himself from these false teachers (v. 19). 

				John then mentioned the"anointing" these communities of faith had received from God. Because of this"anointing," they already had"knowledge" (v. 20). They didn't"need anyone to teach" them the truth (v. 27). On the surface, this sounds contradictory to many exhortations in Scripture that state that we all need to be taught the Word of God—beginning with Jesus' commands in the Great Commission and Paul's later exhortations to Timothy (Mt 28:19-20; 2Tm 2:2).  (See Mt #59:The Great Commission.)

				What then was John referring to? Many Bible students agree that the"anointing" refers to the Holy Spirit, the Counselor, the Spirit of truth who would guide the apostles"into all the truth" (Jn 16:13; cp. Jn 14:25-26). As John wrote this letter late in the first century, he may have been saying that the authentic revelatory gifts were still operative in these communities. The"anointing" they received from the Holy One (1Jn 2:20,27) referred to the apostles, prophets, and teachers who were still exercising these"greater gifts" among them (1Co 12:28,31).  (See Jn #29:The Spirit of Truth.)

				If this is a correct assessment, John was simply urging these believers to be discerning and to follow those who were anointed by the Holy Spirit and who were teaching the truth. They had all the knowledge they needed from these anointed teachers (1Jn 2:20), so they didn't need anyone else to teach them (v. 27). They should reject the teachings of false apostles and prophets.

				Reflection and Response

				Since we have the New Testament at our disposal today plus the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, how does this wonderful reality help us to discern truth from error both personally and corporately as a family of believers?

				

				

	

God's Children

				28 So now, little children, remain in Him, so that when He appears we may have boldness and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. 29 If you know that He is righteous, you know this as well: Everyone who does what is right has been born of Him.

				31 Look at how great a lovei the Father has given us that we should be called God's children. And we are! The reason the •world does not know us is that it didn't know Him. 2 Dear friends, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet been revealed. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him because we will see Him as He is.3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself just as He is pure.

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - The Second Coming
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				#8 To sincerely anticipate seeing Jesus Christ face to face, we must live in daily fellowship with God and with one another. 

				The apostle John, along with Peter and Paul and the other apostles, believed that Jesus Christ would return soon. As John observed what was happening in these Asian churches, several of Jesus' prophecies regarding the signs of His return likely emerged in his thoughts:

				Many will come in My name, saying,"I am He," and they will deceive many. (Mk 13:6) 

				Then if anyone tells you,"Look, here is the Messiah! Look—there!" do not believe it! For false messiahs and false prophets will rise up and will perform signs and wonders to lead astray, if possible, the elect. (Mk 13:21-22) 

				It's understandable that John associated what was happening in his world with Jesus' prophecies. However, God's overall plan involved a much longer span of time and details that have not been specifically unveiled even to this day. The apostle Peter, who had basically the same limited knowledge as John, was inspired to shed light on the situation when he wrote,"With the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day" (2Pt 3:8). It is still God's will that we do not know specifically when Jesus Christ will return, but we are always to be ready.  (See 2Pt #5:Looking for Christ's Return.)

				Jesus Christ will return someday, and all true believers will be transformed into His image. If we have been born again, we need not fear this"moment" (1Co 15:51-52). If indeed we have been reflecting the"fruit of the Spirit" rather than the"works of the flesh," (Gl 5:19-23), we will"have boldness and not be ashamed before Him at His coming" (1Jn 2:28). We can anticipate this glorious experience with confidence and joy. This is why we should purify ourselves"as He is pure" (3:3). 

				Paul emphasized this same teaching in his letter to Titus when he wrote,

				For the grace of God has appeared with salvation for all people, instructing us to deny godlessness and worldly lusts and to live in a sensible, righteous, and godly way in the present age, while we wait for the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. (Ti 2:11-13)  (See Ti #6:Motivated by God's Grace.)

				Reflection and Response

				How have some Christians gone to extremes regarding the doctrine of the second coming of Christ?

				

				4 Everyone who commits sin also breaks the law;j sin is the breaking of law. 5 You know that He was revealed so that He might take away sins, k and there is no sin in Him. 6 Everyone who remains in Him does not sin;l everyone whom sins has not seen Him or known Him.

				7 Little children, let no one deceive you! The one who does what is right is righteous, just as He is righteous. 8 The one who commitsn sin is of the Devil, for the Devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God was revealed for this purpose: to destroy the Devil's works. 9 Everyone who has been born of God does not sin,o because His seed remains in him; he is not able to sin,p because he has been born of God. 10 This is how God's children — and the Devil's children — are made evident.

				

	

The Command to Love

				Whoever does not do what is right is not of God, especially the one who does not love his brother. 11 For this is the message you have heard from the beginning: We should love one another, 12 unlike Cain, who was of the evil one and murderedq his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his works were evil, and his brother's were righteous. 13 Do not be surprised, •brothers, if the world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed from death to life because we love our brothers. The one who does not love remains in death. 15 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life residing in him.

				A Principle to Live By - True Spirituality
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				#9 If we are born again and understand God's will for our lives, we will not continue to live a 
sinful lifestyle. 

				It may appear that John was saying that Christians are not capable of sinning and therefore will never sin (v. 9). However, any Christ-follower who is honest with himself and with God knows this cannot be what John meant. Furthermore, earlier in this letter John said he was writing to these believers so that they"may not sin," but he added,"if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ the Righteous One" (2:1; cp. 1:8,10). 

				What then does John mean? The apostle Paul helps us to understand John's statements when he contrasted the lifestyle of unbelievers who were manifesting the works of the flesh with the lifestyle of believers who were walking in the Spirit. The first category reflects the"Devil's works" (3:8) because they are the"Devil's children" (v. 10b). The second category reflects God's righteousness because they are"God's children" (v. 10a). 

				

				
					
						
								
								The Devil's Children

								Unsaved people 

								living sinful lives

							
								
								God's Children

								Saved people 

								living spiritual lives

							
						

						
								
								Now the works of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, moral impurity, promiscuity, idolatry, sorcery, hatreds, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambitions, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and anything similar. I tell you about these things in advance—as I told you before—that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God (Gl 5:19-21). 

							
								
								But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith, gentleness, self-control. Against such things there is no law (Gl 5:22-23).

							
						

					
				

				

				Both John and Paul were teaching that people who are really born again will become more and more like Christ. It may take time, depending on their preconversion backgrounds and on how much they are exposed to God's Word. On the other hand, if they profess to be Christians and yet live like children of Satan, they are probably not born again.

				It seems, therefore, that John was simply using the terms"sinning" and"not sinning" to describe in a general way two categories of people—unsaved and saved. He was not saying that those in the saved group would never again sin (1Jn 2:1-2), nor was he saying that unsaved people will always live like the Devil. 

				Reflection and Response

				How do Paul's letters to the Ephesians and Colossians help us to understand our new life in Christ?  (See Eph #10:Walking in Newness of Life.)

				

				

	

Love in Action

				16 This is how we have come to know love: He laid down His life for us. We should also lay down our lives for our brothers.17 If anyone has this world's goods and sees his brother in need but closes his eyes to his need — how can God's love reside in him?

				18 Little children, we must not love with word or speech, but with truth and action. 19 This is how we will know we belong to the truth and will convince our conscience in His presence, 20 even if our conscience condemns us, that God is greater than our conscience, and He knows all things.

				21 Dear friends, if our conscience doesn't condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and can receive whatever we ask from Him because we keep His commands and do what is pleasing in His sight. 23 Now this is His command: that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another as He commanded us. 

				A Principle to Live By - Loving as Christ Loved
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				#10 To grow in our love for one another, we must follow Christ's example. 

				As John described Christlike love as a willingness to"lay down our lives for our brothers" (3:16), he must have been filled with intense emotions. His brother James had demonstrated this kind of love and was cruelly killed by King Herod (Ac 12:1-2). John may have asked,"Why my brother and not me?" After all, John had been just as egocentric and power hungry as James had been before they both came to understand Christ's humility and love when He died for the sins of the world (Jn 3:16).  (See Mk #21:Modeling Christ's Likeness.)

				John now understood the true meaning of Jesus' words when He had said that day in the upper room,"Just as I have loved you, you must also love one another" (Jn 13:34). At that moment, all of the disciples thought that He was referring to washing one another's feet. But following Christ's ultimate sacrifice, John understood that the Savior had been referring to His death. If they loved one another as He had loved them, they would be willing to give absolutely anything, up to and including their lives.  (See Jn #28:Modeling Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				How did John make his reference to loving as Christ loved very practical in 1 John 3:17?  (See Jms #7:Good Works.)

				

				24 The one who keeps His commands remains in Him, and He in him. And the way we know that He remains in us is from the Spirit He has given us.

				

	

The Spirit of Truth and the Spirit of Error

				4 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to determine if they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.

				2 This is how you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit who confesses that Jesus Christ hasr come in the flesh is from God.3 But every spirit who does not confess Jesus s is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist; you have heard that he is coming, and he is already in the world now.

				4 You are from God, little children, and you have conquered them, because the One who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the •world. Therefore what they say is from the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God. Anyone who knows God listens to us; anyone who is not from God does not listen to us. From this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of deception.

				A Principle to Live By - The God-Man

				[image: Getz1451.png]

				#11 We must never allow ourselves to be influenced by those who fail to teach that Jesus Christ was and is the God-man.  (Review 1 Jn #7: False Apostles and Prophets)

				The Holy Spirit inspired John to clarify that Jesus Christ is the eternal"Word of life" who"became flesh" (1:1; Jn 1:14). He devoted his entire Gospel to proving that"Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God" (Jn 20:31). 

				In this first Epistle, John again emphasized that anyone who does not confess that Jesus Christ was God in the flesh is not from God. Consequently, he was cautioning his readers never to listen to any teacher who failed to make this truth clear. In his second letter he warned believers never to allow anyone to preach or teach in their gatherings who denied the incarnation.  (See 2Jn #2:Rejecting False Teaching.)

				John may have been thinking of these false prophets when Jesus assured the apostles that He would send"the Spirit of truth" (Jn 14:16-17)."When the Counselor comes," Jesus said,"He will testify about Me" (Jn 15:26). So anyone who tells the truth about Christ is speaking by that Spirit. Conversely, anyone who denies that Jesus Christ is both God and man is speaking by"the spirit of deception" (1Jn 4:6). 

				Reflection and Response

				What specific steps can spiritual leaders take to maintain doctrinal purity in the church?

				

				

	

Knowing God through Love

				7 Dear friends, let us love one another, because love is from God, and everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 The one who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 God's love was revealed among us in this way:t God sent His •One and Only Son into the world so that we might live through Him. 10 Love consists in this: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be theu•propitiation for our sins. 11 Dear friends, if God loved us in this way, we also must love one another.12 No one has ever seen God. If we love one another, God remains inv us and His love is perfected in us.

				13 This is how we know that we remain in Him and He in us: He has given assurance to us from His Spirit.14 And we have seen and we testify that the Father has sent His Son as the world's Savior. 

				A Principle to Live By - Our Corporate Witness

				[image: Getz1452.png]

				#12 We are to love one another as Christ loved us so that we reveal God's message of love and salvation to the world. 

				Again we see continuity between John's Gospel and his first Epistle. After washing the apostles' feet and teaching them their most powerful lesson regarding servant-leadership, Jesus said,"By this all people will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another" (Jn 13:35). To be known as Christ's disciples would distinguish these men from every other group of learners who were following other teachers. The unique mark involved love for one another that reflected God's divine love for the world (Jn 3:16). 

				Later, Jesus prayed for oneness and unity among them, as well as for all who would come to faith because of their message (Jn 17:20). Jesus asked the Father,"May they all be one, as You, Father, are in Me and I am in You. May they also be one in Us, so the world may believe You sent Me" (Jn 17:21; cp. Jn 17:23). 

				Christlike love produces oneness and unity, which is a reflection of the oneness and unity in the eternal community. Ever since Jesus returned to the Father, God's divine plan has been that the Word who became flesh will be continually revealed through the love and unity in local communities of faith. John underscored this marvelous truth here in his Epistle. Though"no one has ever seen God," all people can see His glory and love as Christ dwells within us through His Spirit (1Jn 4:12; see also Jn 1:14,18).  (See Jn #33:The Results of Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				What supernatural dynamic is missing when evangelism becomes only an individual rather than a corporate task?

				

				15 Whoever confessesw that Jesus is the Son of God — God remains in him and he in God. 16 And we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and the one who remains in love remains in God, and God remains in him.

				17 In this, love is perfected with us so that we may have confidence in the day of judgment, for we are as He is in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; instead, perfect love drives out fear, because fear involves punishment.x So the one who fears has not reached perfection in love.19 We love y because He first loved us.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Heavenly Father
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				#13 Though God is holy and absolutely righteous, more and more we are to relate to Him without fear as our loving heavenly Father. 

				Anyone who has rejected Christ's message of love and compassion should certainly live in fear of God's judgment. But if we understand His love for us and have received the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior,"perfect love drives out fear" (v. 18). We can relate to God as our heavenly Father:

				All those led by God's Spirit are God's sons. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back 
into fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption, by whom we cry out,"Abba, Father!" (Rm 8:14-15)

				This does not mean we should not still live in awe of who He is (Php 2:12). However, the more we love God, the more we will obey His commands, and the more obedient we are, the more we can"have boldness and not be ashamed before Him at His coming" (1Jn 2:28). 

				Reflection and Response

				Though we are not to live our lives in constant fear of God's displeasure, how can we avoid taking advantage of His marvelous grace?  (See Rm #10:Our New Life in Christ.)

				

				

	

Keeping God's Commands

				20 If anyone says,"I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For the person who does not love his brother he has seen cannot love the God he has not seen. z 21 And we have this command from Him: The one who loves God must also love his brother.

				5 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the •Messiah has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father also loves the one born of Him. 2 This is how we know that we love God's children when we love God and obey aa His commands. 3 For this is what love for God is: to keep His commands. Now His commands are not a burden,4 because whatever has been born of God conquers the •world. This is the victory that has conquered the world: our faith. 5 And who is the one who conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

				A Principle to Live By - Reciprocal Love

				[image: Getz1454.png]

				#14 To obey God's commands as a privilege rather than a burden, we must love God as He loves us. 

				After John devoted most of this Epistle to describing God's love and grace in providing a way of salvation for the whole world—as Paul said,"while we were still sinners" (Rm 5:8)—he then urged all believers to respond in obedience to this gracious gift of mercy (cp. Rm 12:1-2). If, as Paul phrased it, we are being"transformed" into Christ's image"by the renewing of" our minds, we'll discover that God's will is"good, pleasing, and perfect" (Rm 12:2). Obeying God becomes a privilege, not a burden (1Jn 5:3), even in very difficult circumstances. 

				Paul himself modeled this attitude. Even though he faced extraordinary persecutions and afflictions, he considered it an opportunity to suffer for Christ.  (See 2Co #7:An Eternal Perspective; 2Tm #10: Being Faithful.)

				Reflection and Response

				What motivated Paul to consider ministry a privilege even though he experienced incredible suffering? (See Rm 8:18.)

				

				

	

The Certainty of God's Testimony

				6 Jesus Christ — He is the One who came by water and blood, not by water only, but by water and by blood. And the Spirit is the One who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there are three that testify: ab8 the Spirit, the water, and the blood — and these three are in agreement. 9 If we accept the testimony of men, God's testimony is greater, because it is God's testimony that He has given about His Son. 10 (The one who believes in the Son of God has this testimony within him. The one who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony God has given about His Son.) 11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.

				12 The one who has the Son has life. The one who doesn't have the Son of God does not have life. 13 I have written these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Overcoming Doubt
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				#15 When tempted to doubt our salvation experience, we should review the promises God has 
given us in His Word. 

				To combat the false teachers who were creating doubt in the minds of true believers, it appears that John appealed to the testimony of three important events: Jesus' baptism, His death on the cross, and the coming of the Holy Spirit.

				1.	Water: After baptizing Jesus, John the Baptist proclaimed,"I have seen and testified that He is the Son of God!" (Jn 1:34). 

				2.	Blood: John recorded in his Gospel,"But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out" (Jn 19:34). The apostle John, who witnessed this terrible scene, in turn"testified so that [we] also may believe" (Jn 19:35).

				3.	Spirit: Jesus promised"the Spirit of truth" would testify about Him (Jn 15:26). Guided by the Spirit, the apostles also testified as eyewitnesses of His ministry (Jn 15:27). 

				Today our greatest source of faith is the written Word of God. Inspired by"the Spirit of truth," John wrote his Gospel to convince unbelievers that"Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God" (Jn 20:31). Inspired by the same Spirit, he wrote his first Epistle to reassure believers that they have eternal life because of their faith in the Son of God. They must not allow false teachers to create doubt in their hearts regarding their eternal life (1Jn 5:13).

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways can we use the Word of God to strengthen our faith?  (See Ps #107 through #124, 
which focus on the Word of God.)

				

				

	

Effective Prayer

				14 Now this is the confidence we have before Him: Whenever we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.15 And if we know that He hears whatever we ask, we know that we have what we have asked Him for.

				A Principle to Live By - Effective Prayer
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				#16 When we pray, we should always seek to voice requests that are in harmony with God's will. 

				Though there are aspects of prayer that we do not understand, we should respond in faith to what we do know from Scripture. John has recorded in his Gospel and 
in this Epistle at least three requirements before God will respond to our prayer:

				1.	We must be in close fellowship with God (Jn 15:7; 1Jn 3:22).

				2.	Believers must"love one another" and be one in heart and mind (Jn 15:12).

				3.	We must make requests in harmony with His will (1Jn 5:14). 

				Reflection and Response

				Why is Nehemiah's model so significant in understanding prayer?  (See Neh #1:Intense Prayer.)

				 

				

				16 If anyone sees his brother committing a sin that does not bring death, he should ask, and Godac will give life to him — to those who commit sin that doesn't bring death. There is sinad that brings death. I am not saying he should pray about that. 17 All unrighteousness is sin, and there is sin that does not bring death.  (See Jms #14:Prayers of the Righteous.)

				

	

Conclusion

				18 We know that everyone who has been born of God does not sin, but the One who is born of God keeps him, ae, af and the evil one does not touch him.

				19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world is under the sway of the evil one.

				20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding so that we may know the true One. ag We are in the true One — that is, in His Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.

				21 Little children, guard yourselves from idols.  
(Review 1 Jn #9: True Spirituality)
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				2  John

				Greeting

				The Elder:a

				To the elect ladyb and her children: I love all of you in the truth — and not only I, but also all who have come to know the truth — 2 because of the truth that remains in us and will be with us forever.

				3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.

				A Principle to Live By - Belief and Behavior

				[image: Getz1457.png]

				#1 As local churches, we are to become communities of both truth and love. 

				With this greeting, John referred to two elements:"truth and love" (v. 3). Truth involves what we believe about Jesus Christ. He is"the truth" and indeed the Messiah, the Son of God, the Savior of the world—and One with the Father (Jn 14:6). He was in the beginning"with God" and He"was God" (Jn 1:1). At a particular point in time, He"became flesh and took up residence among us" (Jn 1:14). And when He returned to the Father, He sent"the Spirit of truth" to"guide" us"into all the truth" (Jn 16:13).  (See Jn #29:The Spirit of Truth.)

				Ultimately, this Spirit of truth, who is also One with the Father and the Son, inspired the authors of Scripture to give us a body of truth to equip us"for every good work" (2Tm 3:16-17). He also dwells within every believer and within the church corporately in order to encourage and empower us to"be filled with all the fullness of God"—namely, His righteousness (Eph 3:16-19). 

				The second element is love, which relates in a special way to who God is! God is love, and this is the reason we can love Him and one another. Again, this theme permeates John's writings, beginning with the new command Jesus gave to His disciples (Jn 13:34-35; 2Jn 6).  (See Jn #28:Modeling Love.)

				Note, however, that love for God and our brothers and sisters in Christ must be built on God's truth. Apart from God's divine revelation in Christ and the Scriptures, we would have no firm guidelines to even understand love. Without the Word of God and the indwelling Spirit, we would have no clear and correct remembrance of God's love for us in Jesus Christ (Jn 3:16; 1Jn 3:16). Consider how love is distorted in our world today even though we have access to the whole of Scripture. It's hard to imagine what life would be like on planet Earth without God's written revelation. 

				Reflection and Response

				In Ephesians 4:15, Paul exhorted us to speak"the truth in love." How can we balance these two elements in our churches today?

				

				

	

Truth and Deception

				4 I was very glad to find some of your children •walking in the truth, in keeping with a command we have received from the Father. 5 So now I urge you, dear lady — not as if I were writing you a new command, but one we have had from the beginning — that we love one another. 6 And this is love: that we walk according to His commands. This is the command as you have heard it from the beginning: you must walk in love.c  (See Eph #11:Walking in Love.)

				7 Many deceivers have gone out into the world; they do not confess the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh.d This is the deceiver and the antichrist. 8 Watch yourselves so you don't lose what we e have worked for, but that you may receive a full reward.  (See 1Jn #7:False Apostles and Prophets.)  9 Anyone who does not remain in Christ's teaching but goes beyond it, does not have God. The one who remains in that teaching, this one has both the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your home, and don't say,"Welcome," to him; 11 for the one who says,"Welcome," to him shares in his evil works.

				A Principle to Live By - Rejecting False Teaching
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				#2 As communities of faith, we must not allow anyone to preach and teach if they deny that Jesus Christ is God who became flesh. 

				How can John's exhortation never to receive people into our homes who disagree with us theologically be in harmony with his frequent commands to blend"truth and love" (v. 3)? After all, shouldn't we demonstrate hospitality to all people in order to be a witness to those who are unsaved? 

				John was simply saying that those who claim to be prophets and teachers and yet deny that Jesus Christ is the incarnate Son of God should not be given a platform to communicate false doctrine. These false prophets should not even be welcomed into the homes where these meetings took place, since they could not be trusted to teach the truth. They were deceptive infiltrators.  (See 1Kg #19:False Prophets and Teachers.)

				Reflection and Response

				How should Christians in general apply this principle if they attend a local church where the primary pastor or pastors do not believe in the deity of Christ?  (See Jn #11:Christ's Deity.)

				

				

	

Farewell

				12 Though I have many things to write to you, I don't want to do so with paper and ink. Instead, I hope to be with you and talk face to facef so that our joy may be complete.

				13 The children of your elect sister send you greetings.

				
					
						a1 Or Presbyter

					

					
						b1 Or Kyria, a proper name; probably a literary figure for a local church known to John; the children would be its members.
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    3 John


    Greeting


    The Elder:


    To my dear friend a Gaius: I love you in the truth.


    2 Dear friend, b I pray that you may prosper in every way and be in good health physically just as you are spiritually. c 3 For I was very glad when some •brothers came and testified to your faithfulness to the truth - how you are •walking in the truth. 4 I have no greater joy than this: to hear that my children are walking in the truth.


    A Principle to Live By - Wealth and Health
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    #1 Though we are to pray for one another that our heavenly Father will meet our physical needs,

    we must not use this text to promote prosperity theology.


    Unfortunately, some spiritual leaders use John's prayer for Gaius to teach that it is always God's will that His children be both materially wealthy and physically healthy. Though God does extend grace to those who are faithful and generous, this may not always result in these blessings. (See Dt #29: Blessings and Curses, p. 253.)


    Today, prosperity theology is based almost entirely on promises to Israel in the Old Testament. Furthermore, those who teach this message often ignore the plight of Christians who live in impoverished countries and who will never be prosperous and free from devastating diseases. The New Testament emphasizes adversity and persecution rather than prosperity. The apostles themselves chose to leave what wealth they might have had in order to serve Jesus Christ (Mk 10:28), and some may have died penniless.


    What John had in mind here did relate to Gaius's physical needs. However, his prayer for his friend corresponds more to Paul's concern for the Philippians: "And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus" (Php 4:19). There is, of course, a great difference between our material needs and material prosperity. Some in the Philippian church were in poverty and still were generous with what little they had (2Co 8:1-5). (See Am #9: Material Prosperity.)


    Reflection and Response


    What often happens to people who base their giving on a theology of prosperity and then experience economic failure and serious health issues?


    


    


  

Gaius Commended


    5 Dear friend, d you are showing faithfulness e by whatever you do for the brothers, especially when they are strangers. 6 They have testified to your love in front of the church. You will do well to send them on their journey in a manner worthy of God, 7 since they set out for the sake of the Name, accepting nothing from pagans. 8 Therefore, we ought to support such men so that we can be coworkers with f the truth.


    


  

Diotrephes and Demetrius


    9 I wrote something to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to have first place among them, does not receive us. 10 This is why, if I come, I will remind him of the works he is doing, slandering us with malicious words. And he is not satisfied with that! He not only refuses to welcome the brothers himself, but he even stops those who want to do so and expels them from the church.


    11 Dear friend, g do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. The one who does good is of God; the one who does evil has not seen God. 12 Demetrius has a good testimony from everyone, and from the truth itself. And we also testify for him, and you know that our testimony is true.


    


    


    


    A Principle to Live By - Hospitality and Generosity
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    #2 Those qualified believers who devote large amounts of time to ministry and have personal financial needs should be cared for by the church body.


    John's third letter presents the positive side of caring for the physical needs of faithful servants of God. He commended Gaius for leading the church to demonstrate hospitality to traveling missionaries (vv. 5-8). He also commended Demetrius, perhaps one of Gaius's associates (v. 12). (See Ac #8: Generosity.)


    At the same time, John mentioned a man by the name of Diotrephes who was very selfish and arrogant. He evidently even mistreated the apostle John (3Jn 9-10). He stands out in bold contrast to Gaius and Demetrius. He obviously was not qualified to be a spiritual leader in the church. (See 1Tm #6: A Profile for Christian Maturity.)


    Reflection and Response


    How do Paul's instructions to Timothy correlate with John's commendations in this third Epistle? (See 1Tm #12: Elder/Overseer Functions.)


    


    


  

Farewell


    13 I have many things to write you, but I don't want to write to you with pen and ink. 14 I hope to see you soon, and we will talk face to face. h


    Peace be with you. The friends send you greetings. Greet the friends by name.
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				Jude

				Author: Jude

				Date of writing: a.d. 65–80

				

			

Introduction

				Jude—also called Judas, but not Judas Iscariot—was a brother to James and therefore another half-brother 
of Jesus (Mt 13:55). Initially, Jesus' siblings had questioned His claims to be the Messiah (Jn 7:5), but it appears that all of his half-brothers became ardent believers and"united in prayer" with the apostles following Christ's ascension (Ac 1:12-14). They would have been among the disciples who witnessed and experienced the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost (Ac 2:1-13). Today, seeing the conversion of James and Jude gives hope to those of us who are praying for loved ones who have thus far rejected the gospel message.

				Jude teaches us principles of God's power to reach the reluctant

				

				

				Jude wanted to write his Christian friends a letter that was entirely encouraging. However, due to the existence of false teachers in their churches, he instead had to write to warn them about the seriousness of the problem and to exhort them to remedy the situation. Changing his mind on what kind of letter to write was probably a very difficult decision for Jude to make, but some situations call for tough love. Today in our churches it is often much easier to express encouragement to one another, but there is an additional, necessary side to our responsibility to love one another. When the situation calls for it, we must lovingly exhort our brothers and sisters to avoid sin and cling to the truth.

				Jude teaches us Principles to Live By 
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				Jude

				Greeting

				Jude, a •slave of Jesus Christ and a brother of James:

				To those who are the called, loved a by God the Father and kept by Jesus Christ.

				2 May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.

				

	

Jude's Purpose in Writing

				3 Dear friends, although I was eager to write you about the salvation we share, I found it necessary to write and exhort you to contend for the faith that was delivered to the •saints once for all. 4 For some men, who were designated for this judgment long ago, have come in by stealth; they are ungodly, turning the grace of our God into promiscuity and denying Jesus Christ, our only Master and Lord.

				A Principle to Live By - Love that Confronts

				[image: Getz1461.png]

				#1 Though it is easier and more enjoyable to give positive feedback to our fellow Christians, there are times when we must address difficult and painful situations very directly.

				Jude's initial desire was to write a letter to his"dear friends" in Christ, simply commenting on salvation they shared (v. 3), and perhaps reflecting on the same glorious and reassuring words Paul wrote in the first chapters of Ephesians.  (See Eph #2:Our Position in Christ.)

				This was not a new challenge in the New Testament world. Since Peter confronted the same kind of false teachers in Asia Minor, Jude may have borrowed substantially from Peter's second letter. Out of twenty-five verses in this Epistle, fifteen are very similar to those in chapter 2 of 2 Peter. On the other hand, some scholars believe that both Peter and Jude accessed another reliable source that exposed these false teachers.  (See 2Pt #4:False Teachers.)

				Regardless, both Jude and Peter very directly and uncompromisingly condemned these evil teachers and warned believers to be on guard against them. Though both inspired authors became objects of intense criticism and personal attacks, they wrote the truth that reflected a dimension of love that often makes all parties uncomfortable. Today we call this"tough love."

				Reflection and Response

				What are some situations today where we are called upon to demonstrate tough love?

				

				

	

Apostates: Past and Present

				5 Now I want to remind you, though you know all these things: The Lord b first c saved a people out of Egypt and later destroyed those who did not believe; 6 and He has kept, with eternal chains in darkness for the judgment of the great day, the angels who did not keep their own position but deserted their proper dwelling. 7 In the same way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them committed sexual immorality and practiced perversions,d just as angels did, and serve as an example by undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.

				8 Nevertheless, these dreamers likewise defile their flesh, reject authority, and blaspheme glorious ones. 9 Yet Michael the archangel, when he was disputing with the Devil in a debate about Moses' body, did not dare bring an abusive condemnation against him but said,"The Lord rebuke you!" 10 But these people blaspheme anything they don't understand. What they know by instinct like unreasoning animals — they destroy themselves with these things. 11 Woe to them! For they have traveled in the way of Cain, have abandoned themselves to the error of Balaam for profit, and have perished in Korah's rebellion.

				

	

The Apostates' Doom

				12 These are the ones who are like dangerous reefse at your love feasts. They feast with you, nurturing only themselves without fear. They are waterless clouds carried along by winds; trees in late autumn — fruitless, twice dead, pulled out by the roots; 13 wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shameful deeds; wandering stars for whom the blackness of darkness is reserved forever!

				14 And Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied about them:

				

				Look! The Lord comesf

				with thousands of His holy ones

				15 to execute judgment on all

				and to convict themg

				of all their ungodly acts

				that they have done in an ungodly way,

				and of all the harsh things ungodly sinners

				have said against Him.

				

				16 These people are discontented grumblers, •walking according to their desires; their mouths utter arrogant words, flattering people for their own advantage.

				17 But you, dear friends, remember what was predicted by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; 18 they told you,"In the end time there will be scoffers walking according to their own ungodly desires." 19 These people create divisions and are unbelievers,h not having the Spirit.  (Compare these paragraphs with 2Pt 2:1-22.)

				

	

Exhortation and Benediction

				20 But you, dear friends, as you build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, expecting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ for eternal life. 22 Have mercy on those who doubt; 23 save others by snatching them from the fire; have mercy on others but with fear, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh.

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Love that Acts
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				#2 To demonstrate tough love, we must take action on what we know is true.

				Jude demonstrated tough love by sending a letter that was not easy to write. In turn, those who received this letter in some respects faced a greater challenge—to not only be on guard against this false teaching but also to confront this evil influence in their churches. Jude outlined three difficult tough-love tasks:

				
						First, they were to gently come alongside and help those who were wavering 
(v. 22).  (See 2Tm #7:Able to Teach.)

						Second, they were to intervene in the lives of those who were already trapped in sin (Jd 23a).  (See Gl #11:The Process of Restoration)

						Third, they were to separate themselves from those who continued to promote an evil lifestyle, but to do so with mercy combined with godly fear (Jd 23b).  (See 2Co #10:Proper Relationships.)

				

				Reflection and Response

				When engaging in these tough-love tasks, why is it important to do so with several mature followers of Jesus Christ? (See Gl 6:1-2.)

				

				24 Now to Him who is able to protect you from stumbling and to make you stand in the presence of His glory, blameless and with great joy, 25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, i be glory, majesty, power, and authority before all time, j now and forever. •Amen.  (See Eph #7:Experiencing God's Power.)

				
					
						a1 Other mss read sanctified

					

					
						b5 Other mss read Jesus/Joshua, God, or God Christ

					

					
						c5 Other mss place first after remind you

					

					
						d7 Lit and went after other flesh

					

					
						e12 Or like spots

					

					
						f14 Or came

					

					
						g15 Lit convict all

					

					
						h19 Or natural

					

					
						i25 Other mss omit through Jesus Christ our Lord

					

					
						j25 Other mss omit before all time

					

				

			

	

				Revelation

				Author: John

				Date of writing: a.d. 95

				

			

Introduction

				The apostle John wrote the book of Revelation—also called the Apocalypse—while in exile on the island of Patmos. The evil Roman dictator Domitian launched a series of persecutions against Christ-followers in the mid-90s a.d., and since John was still a prominent leader in carrying out the Great Commission, he was censored and isolated on this small island in the Aegean Sea. Jesus revealed Himself to John and told him to write letters to the leaders of seven churches in Asia. John was also given several visions, and he wrote what they disclosed about the end times. Even though John was then very old and was confined in a place that seemed inaccessible, God used him to convey His eternal message to His people. 

				Revelation teaches us principles of the privilege of service despite restrictions

				

				

				Our worship, individually and corporately, is enhanced by considering the Lord's many names and titles in the book of Revelation: Jesus is the Son of Man, the Son of God, the Christ or Messiah; He is the Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and End, the King of kings and Lord of lords; He is called the Lamb who was slaughtered and the One who redeemed people for God by His blood, the Root and Offspring of David, the Bright Morning Star. When Christians hear these names, we should think of who He is and what He has done for us. Gratitude will fill our hearts, and worship will become effortless, spontaneous, and genuine. 

				Revelation teaches us principles of true worship

				

				

				The Bible is the account of mankind falling out of fellowship with God and the restoration of that relationship. The book of Revelation thus brings back what was lost in the Garden of Eden. Some Christians say that there are two anchors of faith: One is the empty tomb. The other is the Word of God, containing the unfailing promises that God has extended out of His love for humanity. Many of these promises have been fulfilled, but the book of Revelation contains many that will still be fulfilled in the future. This gives us great hope. If the Bible is the account of the battle between God and Satan for the souls of the elect, then Christians can confidently say,"I've read to the end of the story, and I know which side wins."

				Revelation teaches us principles of hope in God at the end of time

				

				

				There are different opinions regarding the order in which events will take place and the nature of these events—which ones are literal and which figurative. Nevertheless, much of what John prophesied is very clear. We know that God is sovereign. We can be certain that persecution will come and that God will never abandon His saints. Christ will definitely return and fulfill all of God's promises. We should always be ready, since He could return at any time."Amen! Come Lord Jesus!"

				Revelation teaches us Principles to Live By 

				

				

			

			
				list of principles in Revelation

				
					
						
								
								Section

							
								
								Title

							
								
								Principle

							
								
								#

							
						

						
								
								1:1-8

							
								
								#1: The Second Coming

							
								
								Since Jesus Christ will return, we are always to be ready for that great event.

							
								
								1

							
						

						
								
								1:9-20

							
								
								#2: Leadership 
Responsibilities

							
								
								All spiritual leaders in local churches are responsible to prepare people for Christ's return.

							
								
								2

							
						

						
								
								2:1-7

							
								
								#3: The Greatest 
Commands

							
								
								Spiritual leaders are to teach all believers to love God and one another.

							
								
								3

							
						

						
								
								2:8-11

							
								
								#4: Persecution and Suffering

							
								
								As followers of Jesus Christ, we are to consider persecution as an opportunity to grow spiritually.

							
								
								4

							
						

						
								
								2:12-17

							
								
								#5: False Teaching

							
								
								We must always be on guard against any teaching that contradicts what we are taught in Scripture.

							
								
								5

							
						

						
								
								2:18-29

							
								
								#6: Church Discipline

							
								
								Spiritual leaders are responsible to confront false prophets who lead people astray.

							
								
								6

							
						

						
								
								3:1-6

							
								
								#7: The True Gospel

							
								
								To inherit salvation, we must receive the gift of eternal life through faith and not rely on our works.

							
								
								7

							
						

						
								
								3:7-13

							
								
								#8: Our Eternal 
Salvation

							
								
								Because of our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, verified by our good works, we should be confident that we have eternal life now and forever.

							
								
								8

							
						

						
								
								3:14-22

							
								
								#9: Receiving Christ

							
								
								To become authentic communities of faith, we must receive the Lord Jesus Christ and allow Him to take control of our hearts and lives.

							
								
								9

							
						

						
								
								4:1

							
								
								#10: Interpreting 
Revelation

							
								
								To interpret the book of Revelation, we should consider how God's redemptive plan relates to incidents in the first century, events throughout church history, and future prophetic happenings.

							
								
								10

							
						

						
								
								4:2-5

							
								
								#11: Supernatural 
Revelations

							
								
								We must be very cautious and guarded in listening to people today who claim to have encountered God directly and received specific revelations.

							
								
								11

							
						

						
								
								4:9-11

							
								
								#12: True Worship

							
								
								In view of God's grace and mercy in providing for our salvation, we should respond in grateful worship.

							
								
								12

							
						

						
								
								5:1-14

							
								
								#13: Servant and 
Sovereign

							
								
								To worship Jesus Christ as we should, we must understand and believe that He is both a humble servant and the sovereign Lord.

							
								
								13

							
						

						
								
								6:1-8

							
								
								#14: Scriptural 
Correlation

							
								
								When we interpret the symbols in this book, we should consult other prophetic references and descriptions in the whole Bible, including within Revelation.

							
								
								14

							
						

						
								
								6:9-17

							
								
								#15: Security in Christ

							
								
								As believers, we are not to live in fear of these awesome judgments.

							
								
								15

							
						

						
								
								7:1-17

							
								
								#16: The Blood of the Lamb

							
								
								To inherit eternal life, we must have our sins washed away by the blood of Jesus Christ.

							
								
								16

							
						

						
								
								8:1-6

							
								
								#17: God's Mercy

							
								
								We are to rejoice and be thankful that God will continue to offer His gift of salvation to lost people until the final judgment at the great white throne.

							
								
								17

							
						

						
								
								8:7-13

							
								
								#18: Hardened Hearts

							
								
								We are to warn unbelievers to respond to the message of salvation immediately and not to harden their hearts.

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								9:1-12

							
								
								#19: Using Evil for Good

							
								
								Regardless of Satan's activities in the world, we are to be assured that God can even use evil to accomplish His will.

							
								
								19

							
						

						
								
								9:13-21

							
								
								#20: The Armor of God

							
								
								As believers living today, we must use God's armor to defeat Satan and his evil associates when they attack us in various ways.

							
								
								20

							
						

						
								
								10:1-11

							
								
								#21: Compassionate Hearts

							
								
								Though as believers we are to long for Christ's appearing, we are never to lose our compassion for those who will face eternal judgment.

							
								
								21

							
						

						
								
								11:1-14

							
								
								#22: Prophetic Warnings

							
								
								Believers should more and more acknowledge God's divine nature and worship the Almighty.

							
								
								22

							
						

						
								
								11:15-19

							
								
								#23: Our Almighty God

							
								
								Though as believers we will eventually be like Christ and live in God's eternal kingdom, we should more and more reflect our Almighty God's holy nature in the here and now.

							
								
								23

							
						

						
								
								12:1-18

							
								
								#24: Satan's Strategy

							
								
								As the time for Christ's return draws near, we should expect Satan to intensify his efforts to disrupt God's redemptive plan.

							
								
								24

							
						

						
								
								13:1-18

							
								
								#25: The Great 
Commission

							
								
								Though we are to be aware of events that may signal Christ's second coming, we are to focus on the task Jesus gave us when He ascended to heaven.

							
								
								25

							
						

						
								
								14:1-5

							
								
								#26: Models of 
Faithfulness

							
								
								We should consider the 144,000 as models of what it means to be dedicated disciples of Jesus Christ in the midst of an evil world.

							
								
								26

							
						

						
								
								14:6-13

							
								
								#27: Eternal Life or Death

							
								
								In presenting the eternal gospel, we must make it clear that all human beings are given a choice that leads to everlasting life or never-ending separation from God.

							
								
								27

							
						

						
								
								15:5–16:21

							
								
								#28: God's Patience

							
								
								We must understand that the seals, trumpets, and bowls are a series of intense warnings giving people an opportunity to repent before they face God's final judgment.

							
								
								28

							
						

						
								
								17:1–18:24

							
								
								#29: Signs of the Times

							
								
								Though we are to be cautious in making specific predictions about the second coming of Jesus Christ, we are to be alert to certain signs that may signal His imminent return.

							
								
								29

							
						

						
								
								19:1-10

							
								
								#30: The Marriage of 
the Lamb

							
								
								As the bride of Christ—the Church—we are more and more to live godly lives so as to be ready to be united to our heavenly bridegroom.

							
								
								30

							
						

						
								
								19:11-21

							
								
								#31: Imminent or Distant

							
								
								Whatever our view of Christ's return to rule and reign, we are to expect that He could remove believers from the earth at any moment.

							
								
								31

							
						

						
								
								20:1-6

							
								
								#32: Christ Our King

							
								
								Regardless of our view of the 1,000-year reign of Christ, as believers today we are to allow Jesus Christ to reign in our hearts as we carry out the Great Commission.

							
								
								32

							
						

						
								
								20:7-10

							
								
								#33: The Wages of Sin

							
								
								We must never minimize the impact of original sin when Adam and Eve disobeyed God.

							
								
								33

							
						

						
								
								20:11-15

							
								
								#34: Eternal Judgment

							
								
								As those who believe the Bible is the Word of God, we must never teach a doctrine of universalism—that all people will eventually go to heaven.

							
								
								34

							
						

						
								
								21:1-8

							
								
								#35: The Process of Renewal

							
								
								Though a time will come when God will make everything new, as believers we are already new creations in Christ and we are to become more and more like Him as we prepare to live in our eternal home.

							
								
								35

							
						

						
								
								21:9–22:5

							
								
								#36: Eternal Fellowship

							
								
								Though the new Jerusalem will be a magnificent place to spend eternity, we must remember that our focus will be on God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

							
								
								36

							
						

						
								
								22:8-9

							
								
								#37: Godly Worship

							
								
								Since worshiping God and the Son is one of the most prominent features of the book of Revelation, we should evaluate the quality of our personal and corporate worship.

							
								
								37

							
						

						
								
								22:16-21

							
								
								#38: God's Message Today

							
								
								As we read the book of Revelation, we must carefully consider what Jesus Christ is still saying to churches today—and especially to those who are primary shepherds of God's people.

							
								
								38

							
						

					
				

			

			

				Revelation

				



	

Prologue

				1 The revelation ofa Jesus Christ that God gave Him to show His •slaves what must quicklyb take place. He sent it and signified it through His angel to His slave John, 2 who testified to God's word and to the testimonyc about Jesus Christ, in all he saw.d 3 The one who reads this is blessed, and those who hear the words of this prophecy and keepe what is written in it are blessed, because the time is near!

				4 John:

				To the seven churches in •Asia.

				Grace and peace to you from f the One who is, who was, and who is coming; from the seven spiritsg before His throne; 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

				To Him who loves us and has set us free h from our sins by His blood, 6 and made us a kingdom, i priestsj to His God and Father — the glory and dominion are His forever and ever. •Amen.  (See 1Pt #5: A Holy People.)

				

				7 Look! He is coming with the clouds,

				and every eye will see Him,

				including those who piercedk Him.

				And all the families of the earthl, m

				will mourn over Him.n, o

				This is certain. Amen.

				

				8 "I am the •Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God,"the One who is, who was, and who is coming, the Almighty."

				A Principle to Live By - The Second Coming

				[image: Getz1463.png]

				#1 Since Jesus Christ will return, we are always to be ready for that great event. 

				This is God's message to all believers and unbelievers in the book of Revelation. We are to be ready for Christ's return. As His followers, we are"to live in a sensible, righteous, and godly way . . . while we wait for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ" (Ti 2:11-13).  (See Ti #6:Motivated by God's Grace.)

				For those who have not received the gift of eternal life, Jesus is telling all lost humanity there is still time to repent. As Peter wrote,

				Dear friends, don't let this one thing escape you: With the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. The Lord does not delay His promise, as some understand delay, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance. (2Pt 3:8-9)  
(See 2Pt #5:Looking for Christ's Return.)

				The book of Revelation comprehensively lays out the culmination of history. The apostle John recorded this message directly from Jesus Christ. Though it is by divine design that we cannot understand all the specific prophetic details in this marvelous document, we will be specially blessed when we read it and"hear the words of this prophecy and keep what is written in it" (Rv 1:3).

				Reflection and Response

				Though we're urged to study and decipher prophecy, how has this glorious message regarding Jesus Christ's return been misapplied and even abused over the centuries? 

				

				

	

John's Vision of the Risen Lord

				9 I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation, kingdom, and endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of God's word and the testimony about Jesus.p10 I was in the Spiritq on the Lord's day, and I heard a loud voice behind me like a trumpet 11 saying,"Write on a scrollr what you see and send it to the seven churches: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea."

				12 I turned to see whose voice it was that spoke to me. When I turned I saw seven gold lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was One like the •Son of Man,s dressed in a long robe and with a gold sash wrapped around His chest. 14 His head and hair were white like wool — white as snow — and His eyes like a fiery flame. 15 His feet were like fine bronze as it is fired in a furnace, and His voice like the sound of cascadingt waters. 16 He had seven stars in His right hand; a sharp double-edged sword came from His mouth, and His face was shining like the sun at midday.u  (See Jos #10: Our Holy God.)

				17 When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. He laid His right hand on me and said,"Don't be afraid! I am the First and the Last,18 and the Living One. I was dead, but look — I am alive forever and ever, and I hold the keys of death and •Hades. 19 Therefore write what you have seen, what is, and what will take place after this. 20 The •secret of the seven stars you saw in My right hand and of the seven gold lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angelsv of the seven churches, and the seven lampstandsw are the seven churches.

				A Principle to Live By - Leadership Responsibilities
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				#2 All spiritual leaders in local churches are responsible to prepare people for Christ's return. 

				When the apostle Paul spent three years in Ephesus, the other six churches in Asia also probably came into existence because of his evangelistic efforts. Luke recorded,"all the inhabitants of Asia, both Jews and Greeks, heard the message about the Lord" 
(Ac 19:9-10).  (See Ac #35:In-Depth Evangelism.)

				Years later, according to some early church fathers, the apostle John also ministered to these seven Asian churches. Here in the book of Revelation, the leaders of these churches are identified as"seven stars" or"angels," which can also be translated"messengers." The churches themselves were identified as"seven gold lampstands" (Rv 1:20). 

				John was eventually exiled to"the island called Patmos," probably by the Roman Emperor Domitian (v. 9). It was here Jesus Christ dictated this prophetic message regarding events to come. The Lord had special messages for each church in Asia, but one basic message for all seven: He was coming soon and they should be prepared. 

				Jesus directed His words to the primary leaders of these seven churches, but what John wrote is for spiritual leaders of churches of all time. Even today all pastoral leaders should carefully consider what Jesus said and should communicate these messages to their own churches. 

				Reflection and Response

				How does John's vision of Christ help us to understand who Jesus has always been and always will be? 
(Rv 1:12-16.)  (See Jn #19:One With God.)

				

				The Letters to the Seven Churches

				

	

The Letter to Ephesus

				2 "Write to the angelx of the church in Ephesus:

				"The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand and who walks among the seven gold lampstands says: 2 I know your works, your labor, and your endurance, and that you cannot tolerate evil. You have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and you have found them to be liars. 3 You also possess endurance and have tolerated many things because of My name and have not grown weary. 4 But I have this against you: You have abandoned the love you had at first. 5 Remember then how far you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. Otherwise, I will come to youy and remove your lampstand from its place — unless you repent. 6 Yet you do have this: You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.

				7 "Anyone who has an ear should listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. I will give the victor the right to eat from the tree of life, which is inz God's paradise.

				

				A Principle to Live By - The Greatest Commands
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				#3 Spiritual leaders are to teach all believers to love God and one another. 

				Jesus commended the believers in Ephesus for their doctrinal purity (vv. 2-3). However, the intense love for God and one another that they had in the early days of the church had faded. If they continued to abandon these commands, which Jesus called the greatest, they would experience the Father's discipline. The light of the gospel would grow dimmer and dimmer and eventually go out.  (See Jr #3:Spiritual Apostasy.)

				The primary pastoral leader in the church in Ephesus was to address the church's failure (Rv 2:1). Though all believers are responsible before God for their own attitudes and actions, Jesus Christ holds spiritual shepherds responsible for the way they lead the sheep in each local church (1Pt 5:1-4). As Peter wrote, if they are faithful,"when the chief Shepherd appears," they will receive a special reward—"the unfading crown of glory" (1Pt 5:4). Conversely, if they fail to be faithful, they will lose their special reward.  (See 1Co #8:The True Foundation; 1Pt #11: Demonstrating Humility.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do Paul's exhortations to the Corinthians affirm what Jesus said to the church in Ephesus?  (See 1Co #26:The Way of Love; 1Co #27: Reflections of Love; 1Co #28: Measuring Corporate Maturity.)

				

				

	

The Letter to Smyrna

				8 "Write to the angel of the church in Smyrna:

				"The First and the Last, the One who was dead and came to life, says: 9 I know youraa affliction and poverty, yet you are rich. I know the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a •synagogue of Satan. 10 Don't be afraid of what you are about to suffer. Look, the Devil is about to throw some of you into prison to test you, and you will have affliction for 10 days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crownab of life.

				11 "Anyone who has an ear should listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. The victor will never be harmed by the second death.

				A Principle to Live By - Persecution and Suffering
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				#4 As followers of Jesus Christ, we are to consider persecution as an opportunity to grow spiritually. 

				Times were difficult for Christians in Smyrna. If they refused to worship Emperor Domitian at the annual sacrifice, they would be imprisoned or even executed. Evidently, this yearly testing was about to happen. Jesus encouraged them to face imprisonment fearlessly and even death with hope. If they lived through this ordeal, they would grow and mature in their faith. If they were killed by refusing to worship Domitian, they would be welcomed into eternal glory just like the apostle Paul, who years earlier had been martyred by Nero, another evil emperor.  (See 1689; Jms #1: Persecution and Trials.)

				Note Jesus' introduction to this letter. He was not only the suffering Savior who died on a cruel cross, but He is the risen Savior (Rv 2:8). Regardless of intense suffering in this Asian city—including martyrdom—these believers would eventually live with Christ when they received"the crown of life" (v. 10).

				Reflection and Response

				Though we may never have had to suffer this kind of persecution, how should what these believers experienced in the first century impact our lives today?

				

				

	

The Letter to Pergamum

				12 "Write to the angel of the church in Pergamum:

				"The One who has the sharp, double-edged sword says: 13 I knowac where you live — where Satan's throne is! And you are holding on to My name and did not deny your faith in Me,ad even in the days of Antipas, My faithful witness who was killed among you, where Satan lives. 14 But I have a few things against you. You have some there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to place a stumbling blockae in front of the Israelites: to eat meat sacrificed to idols and to commit sexual immorality.af15 In the same way, you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans.ag16 Therefore repent! Otherwise, I will come to you quickly and fight against them with the sword of My mouth.

				17 "Anyone who has an ear should listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. I will give the victor some of the hidden manna.ah I will also give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name is inscribed that no one knows except the one who receives it.

				A Principle to Live By - False Teaching
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				#5 We must always be on guard against any teaching that contradicts what we are taught 
in Scripture. 

				Jesus' description of Himself as"the One who has the sharp, double-edged sword" (v. 12) is very relevant to what was happening in the church in Pergamum. Though these believers had not denied the faith, there were some who were guilty of eating"meat sacrificed to idols" in the pagan temples and then engaging in the"sexual immorality" (v. 14). They had departed from God's standard of righteousness, probably because they were not being taught the truth revealed in Scripture. Rather, they were being exposed to"the teaching of the Nicolaitans," which was the same as the"teaching of Balaam" that led Israel into licentiousness (vv. 14-15). The spiritual shepherd of the church in Pergamum was responsible to counteract this evil doctrine with the Word of God.  (See Nm #32:Idolatry and Immorality.)

				As in His letter to the church in Ephesus, Jesus commanded these believers to"repent" (Rev 2:5,16a). In this case, if they did not, He would fight against them"with the sword of [His] mouth" (v. 16b). This certainly involves serious discipline, probably based on the Word of God.  (See Heb #19:God's Discipline.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why is it important for primary pastors in local churches to equip other faithful men and women to help them counteract the evil influence of false doctrine?  (See 2Tm #3:Mentoring Others.)

				

				

	

The Letter to Thyatira

				18 "Write to the angel of the church in Thyatira:

				"The Son of God, the One whose eyes are like a fiery flame and whose feet are like fine bronze, says: 19 I know your works — your love, faithfulness,ai service, and endurance. Your last works are greater than the first. 20 But I have this against you: You tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and teaches and deceives My •slaves to commit sexual immoralityaj and to eat meat sacrificed to idols. 21 I gave her time to repent, but she does not want to repent of her sexual immorality.ak22 Look! I will throw her into a sickbed and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of heral practices. 23 I will kill her children with the plague.am Then all the churches will know that I am the One who examines mindsan and hearts, and I will give to each of you according to your works. 24 I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who haven't known the deep thingsao of Satan — as they say — I do not put any other burden on you. 25 But hold on to what you have until I come.26 The one who is victorious and keeps My works to the end: I will give him authority over the nations —

				

				27 and he will shepherdapthem with an iron scepter;

				he will shatter them like potteryaq —

				

				just as I have received this from My Father. 28 I will also give him the morning star.

				29 "Anyone who has an ear should listen to what the Spirit says to the churches.

				A Principle to Live By - Church Discipline

				#6 Spiritual leaders are responsible to confront false prophets who lead people astray. 
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				In this letter, Jesus used a singular pronoun. He was holding the primary leader in this church accountable when He said,"But I have this against you" (v. 20). 

				We're not told specifically who this false prophetess was except that she was so wicked 
that Jesus identified her with King Ahab's wife. Jezebel led not only her husband into deep sin, but all Israel. Ultimately, she was judged severely because of her unrepentant heart.  (See 2Kg #15:God's Justice.)

				In spite of her wickedness, Jesus extended grace to this false prophetess in the church in Thyatira, giving her"time to repent." However, like Jezebel in the Old Testament story, she did not want to turn away from"her sexual immorality" (Rv 2:21). Consequently, she was going to be severely judged along with all those who became her ardent followers (vv. 22-23).

				We're not told how the pastor in this church responded to Jesus' concerns. We do know that the church continued to decline and disappeared by the end of the second century. Perhaps the damage was so great that the pastor was unable to change the direction of the church. Unfortunately, this still happens in today's world.

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways did Titus encounter a similar challenge as a pastor in Crete?  (See Ti #4:Bold Confrontation.)

				

				

	

The Letter to Sardis

				3 "Write to the angel of the church in Sardis:

				"The One who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars says: I know your works; you have a reputationar for being alive, but you are dead. 2 Be alert and strengthenas what remains, which is about to die, for I have not found your works complete before My God. 3 Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; keep it, and repent. But if you are not alert, I will comeat like a thief, and you have no idea at what hour I will come against you.au4 But you have a few peopleav in Sardis who have not defiledaw their clothes, and they will walk with Me in white, because they are worthy. 5 In the same way, the victor will be dressed in white clothes, and I will never erase his name from the book of life but will acknowledge his name before My Father and before His angels.

				6 "Anyone who has an ear should listen to what the Spirit says to the churches.

				A Principle to Live By - The True Gospel

				[image: Getz1469.png]

				#7 To inherit salvation, we must receive the gift of eternal life through faith and not rely on 
our works. 

				It appears that the majority of people who claimed to be members of the church in Sardis were not true believers. Even though they professed to be followers of Jesus Christ, they were still, in Paul's words,"dead" in their"trespasses and sins" (Eph 2:1). They did not understand salvation"by grace through faith" (Eph 2:8). Though they were engaging in some undefined"works," they did not currently have a living relationship with God (Rv 3:1).  (See Eph #4:God's Gift.)

				Today there are many churches that claim to be Christian, yet their basic message violates biblical truth. People are led to believe that they can enter heaven if their good works outweigh their bad works. In other instances, they are taught universalism—that all people will eventually get to heaven. Both teachings are untrue. Sadly, those who are misled by false doctrine are on the road"that leads to destruction" rather than"the road that leads to life" (Mt 7:13-14).  (See Mt #19:The Way of Salvation.)

				Reflection and Response

				What should born-again Christians do today if they are members of a church where the primary leader does not teach the truth regarding how to receive eternal salvation, and how do geographical, cultural, and family factors make these decisions very difficult? 

				

				

	

The Letter to Philadelphia

				7 "Write to the angel of the church in Philadelphia:

				"The Holy One, the True One, the One who has the key of David, who opens and no one will close, and closes and no one opens says: 8 I know your works. Because you have limited strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name, look, I have placed before you an open door that no one is able to close. 9 Take note! I will make those from the •synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews and are not, but are lying — note this — I will make them come and bow down at your feet, and they will know that I have loved you.10 Because you have kept My command to endure,ax I will also keep you from the hour of testing that is going to come over the whole world to test those who live on the earth. 11 I am coming quickly. Hold on to what you have, so that no one takes your crown. 12 The victor: I will make him a pillar in the sanctuary of My God, and he will never go out again. I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God — the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God — and My new name.

				13 "Anyone who has an ear should listen to what the Spirit says to the churches.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Eternal Salvation

				#8 Because of our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, verified by our good works, we should be confident 
that we have eternal life now and forever. 
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				Jesus spoke the same phrase to this church as to the church in Sardis:"I know your works" (vv. 1,8). However, there is a great difference in meaning. In Paul's terms, the believers in Sardis were"dead" in their"trespasses and sins" (Eph 2:1). By contrast, the believers in the Philadelphia church were"alive to God in Christ Jesus" (Rm 6:11). Those in Sardis were depending upon their works for salvation, and those in Philadelphia were reflecting their salvation by their good works (Eph 2:9).

				Because of their salvation by faith, demonstrated by their good works (Jms 2:18), Jesus reassured them of their eternal hope. While on earth, He taught all who would listen that He is"the door of the sheep," and"if anyone enters" that door"he will be saved" (Jn 10:7-9). Jesus reassured the believers in Philadelphia that He had provided"an open door that no one is able to close" (Rv 3:8). It seems that this promise relates to Jesus' additional statement regarding His sheep:

				My sheep hear My voice, I know them, and they follow Me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish—ever! No one will snatch them out of My hand. (Jn 10:27-28) 

				Jesus also promised these believers they would be kept"from the hour of testing" (Rv 3:10a). Some believe this is a reference to the wrath of God described throughout the book of Revelation that is going to"test those who live on the earth" (v. 10b). If this is true, this may be what Paul was referring to when he wrote to the Thessalonians: 

				For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him. (1Th 5:9-10)  (See 1Th #10:Christ's Return.)

				Regardless of our interpretation of these verses, as Christians, we can be assured that we will eventually 
be removed from this earth. We will be given incorruptible bodies and spend eternity with the Lord 
(1Co 15:51-52).  (See 1Th #9:Understanding Doctrinal Truths.)

				Reflection and Response

				According to James, how do good works demonstrate that we have been justified by faith?  (Review Rv #7: The True Gospel)

				

				

	

The Letter to Laodicea

				14 "Write to the angel of the church in Laodicea:

				"The •Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Originatoray of God's creation says: 15 I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish that you were cold or hot. 16 So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I am going to vomitaz you out of My mouth. 17 Because you say, 'I'm rich; I have become wealthy and need nothing,' and you don't know that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked, 18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire so that you may be rich, white clothes so that you may be dressed and your shameful nakedness not be exposed, and ointment to spread on your eyes so that you may see. 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and discipline. So be committedba and repent. 20 Listen! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and have dinner with him, and he with Me. 21 The victor: I will give him the right to sit with Me on My throne, just as I also won the victory and sat down with My Father on His throne.

				22 "Anyone who has an ear should listen to what the Spirit says to the churches."

				A Principle to Live By - Receiving Christ
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				#9 To become authentic communities of faith, we must receive the Lord Jesus Christ and allow 
Him to take control of our hearts and lives. 

				There is some difference of opinion as to whether the majority of Laodiceans were saved or unsaved. As a corporate body, they may have been like the Corinthian church, whose members were living such carnal lives that they resembled ordinary people, that is,"unbelievers" (1Co 3:1-3). Or they may have been"dead" like the church in Sardis (Rv 3:1). Regardless, their conduct did not give evidence of dynamic faith. 

				Jesus used cultural situations to communicate with the Laodiceans regarding their spiritual condition. Since the water used for drinking in the city was piped in through an aqueduct, making it warm and distasteful, Jesus said of their spirituality,

				So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I am going to vomit you out of My mouth. (v. 16) 

				Despite this water problem, they had their own banking center and were so proud of their financial resources that they refused to receive aid from the Roman government to rebuild the city after a devastating earthquake in a.d. 60. Again, Jesus used this cultural situation to make a spiritual point:

				Because you say, 'I'm rich; I have become wealthy and need nothing,' and you don't know that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked. (v. 17)

				Laodicea was also known for its clothing industry and eye salve, so Jesus said,

				I advise you to buy from Me 

				
						gold refined in the fire so that you may be rich, 

						white clothes so that you may be dressed and your shameful nakedness not be exposed, and 

						ointment to spread on your eyes so that you may see (v. 18).

				

				Jesus' penetrating metaphors applied to them whether they were saved or unsaved. He was standing at the door of this community of faith and if even one person listened and opened the door, He would come in and have fellowship with all who received Him and His gift of eternal life (v. 20).

				Reflection and Response

				How does this message to the Laodicean church describe many churches today and their need to believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, receive Him as Savior, and then live in His will?  (See Jn #2:The Deity of Christ.)

				

				

	

The Throne Room of Heaven

				4 After this I looked, and there in heaven was an open door. The first voice that I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet said,"Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this."

				 

				A Principle to Live By - Interpreting Revelation
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				#10 To interpret the book of Revelation, we should consider how God's redemptive plan relates to incidents in the first century, events throughout church history, and future prophetic happenings. 

				Most Bible students who believe that the Scriptures are the inspired Word of God recognize that the first three chapters of Revelation are rooted in the latter part of the first century. However, there is a significant shift in John's mental location from his first vision, the letters to the seven churches (1:10-11), and his second vision beginning in chapter 4. Once again being"in the Spirit" (1:10; 4:2), John received a revelation that enabled him to view the glories of God and Jesus Christ and to have a detailed mental picture of what was going to take place in the future. 

				Over the centuries, diligent and sincere students of Scripture have interpreted the book of Revelation in four ways.

				The Preterist View: Those who hold this view take Revelation to be a description of the conditions in the Roman Empire in the first century, primarily during the reign of Domitian. They believe that most of what John described is a reflection of that era's power and corruption, and many of the symbols and judgments recorded by John can be explained by the persecution of Christians during that period of time. 

				The Historicist View: Those who hold to this view interpret the book of Revelation, beginning in chapter 4, as a presentation in symbolic form of what would happen from the time John wrote until the end of time. In other words, the unveiling of the judgments associated with the seals, the trumpets, and the bowls are interpreted as various events that are taking place throughout history and that will continue to impact the church until Jesus Christ returns. 

				The Futurist View: Those who hold to this view generally believe that all of the visions revealed to John from chapter 4 onward will be fulfilled just prior to and following the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. In other words, all of the events recorded in this section of the book are in the future and are generally associated with the end of time.

				The Idealist View, also called a Spiritual View: Those who take this approach see the entire book as a conflict between good and evil that persists throughout history but with a particular application to the church age. They are not particularly concerned with prophetic interpretation. Rather, they believe we should focus on spiritual lessons for believers from the birth of the church until Christ returns. 

				Which view seems most accurate? The principles and comments that follow reflect a futurist's perspective in interpreting and understanding John's visions. However, it seems obvious that when John wrote, certain events were happening in the Roman Empire that support a preterist perspective. Furthermore, the unfolding elements in the historicist's view are also apparent in the book of Revelation. Finally, all that John wrote yields spiritual lessons for Christians who have lived throughout church history, as the idealist contends. 

				This is a very important focus in this Study Bible. One of the wonderful aspects of the Word of God relates to its Principles to Live By that can be applied universally. The events described in Revelation, and in any other section of Scripture, may relate to specific eras in history—past, present, and future. Still, these events yield principles that are supracultural: they can be applied at any moment in time and in any place in the world.

				Reflection and Response

				How has the futuristic view been misused and taken to extremes? For example, setting specific dates for Christ's return, identifying certain personalities as the Antichrist, or interpreting certain natural catastrophes as the specific fulfillment of the judgments in the book of Revelation.

				

				2 Immediately I was in the Spirit,bb and a throne was set there in heaven. One was seated on the throne, 3 and the One seated bc looked like jasper and carnelian stone. A rainbow that looked like an emerald surrounded the throne. 4 Around that throne were 24 thrones, and on the thrones sat 24 elders dressed in white clothes, with gold crowns on their heads. 5 Flashes of lightning and rumblings of thunder came from the throne. Seven fiery torches were burning before the throne, which are the seven spirits of God. 

				A Principle to Live By - Supernatural Revelations
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				#11 We must be very cautious and guarded in listening to people today who claim to have encountered God directly and received specific revelations. 

				It is definitely true that all Christians are to be led by the Holy Spirit. As Paul wrote to the Galatians,"Since we live by the Spirit, we must also follow the Spirit" (Gl 5:25). However, John's claim to be"in the Spirit" (Rv 1:10; 4:2) when he received these extraordinary revelations from God is a totally different experience and is certainly not normative. Only two apostles in the New Testament reported this kind of intense, divine experience: John and Paul. 

				When Paul was"caught up into the third heaven. . . . He heard inexpressible words, which a man is not allowed to speak" (2Co 12:2,4). His experience was so awesome and the revelation so"extraordinary" that God gave him"a thorn in the flesh" to keep him humble (2Co 12:7).  (See 2Co #20:Encounters with God.)

				John's experience was similar, although in contrast with Paul's experience, John was commanded to record what he saw and heard (Rv 1:11). The vision of Jesus Christ was so overwhelming that John"fell at His feet like a dead man" (1:17). In this sense, he could identify with Daniel who was so overcome with his visions that he"lay sick for days" (Dn 8:27).  (See Dn #11:Our Holy God.)

				From the first century through today, certain individuals have claimed to have had these rare experiences. Unfortunately, some are self-deceived and others are influenced by Satan himself. Still others claim to have supernatural experiences so that they can lead people astray. Their motives are egotistic, materialistic, and even immoral. False apostles and teachers who claimed to be God's direct representatives were already rife in New Testament times.  (See 2Pt #4:False Teachers.)

				John's experiences were certainly not self-deceptive, satanic, or manipulative. What he saw and heard in these visions has stood the test of time and the scrutiny of highly qualified biblical scholars. Furthermore, what he recorded is in harmony with what we read in the total biblical story. He had a direct encounter with the living God and the Lord Jesus Christ who told him directly what to record (Rv 1:11). 

				Reflection and Response

				What examples can you cite from church history or even present times that clearly demonstrate false claims regarding so-called supernatural revelations?

				

				6 Something like a sea of glass, similar to crystal, was also before the throne. Four living creatures covered with eyes in front and in back were in the middlebd and around the throne. 7 The first living creature was like a lion; the second living creature was like a calf; the third living creature had a face like a man; and the fourth living creature was like a flying eagle. 8 Each of the four living creatures had six wings; they were covered with eyes around and inside. Day and night they never stop,be saying:

				

				Holy, holy, holy, bf

				Lord God, the Almighty,

				who was, who is, and who is coming.  (See Ezk #2: God's Holiness.)

				

				9 Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor, and thanks to the One seated on the throne, the One who lives forever and ever, 10 the 24 elders fall down before the One seated on the throne, worship the One who lives forever and ever, cast their crowns before the throne, and say:

				

				11 Our Lord and God, bg

				You are worthy to receive

				glory and honor and power,

				because You have created all things,

				and because of Your will

				they exist and were created.

				A Principle to Live By - True Worship
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				#12 In view of God's grace and mercy in providing for our salvation, we should respond in grateful worship. 

				When John was"in the Spirit" (1:10), he was permitted to behold God in all His holiness and righteousness. Although we cannot fully explain all that he saw, we can be absolutely certain that we are to worship the One who has"created all things" (4:11). We are privileged to enter God's presence as those who have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, the One who serves as our divine mediator. Still, we must never forget that God is absolutely holy and righteous. Though we can say"Abba, Father" and consider ourselves His children and friends, we must never forget who He is and what He has done for us. Words alone will never suffice. Our perception of God should definitely impact the way we live. Paul wrote,

				Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual worship. (Rm 12:1)  (See Rm #21: Christ-Centered Worship.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does Paul's exhortation in Ephesians 4:1 support this comprehensive principle of worship?  (See Eph #8:Walking Worthy.)

				

				

	

The Lamb Takes the Scroll

				5 Then I saw in the right hand of the One seated on the throne a scroll with writing on the inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals. 2 I also saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice,"Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?" 3 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or even to look in it. 4 And I cried and cried because no one was found worthy to open bh the scroll or even to look in it.

				5 Then one of the elders said to me,"Stop crying. Look! The Lion from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has been victorious so that He may open the scroll and bi its seven seals." 6 Then I saw One like a slaughtered lamb standing betweenbj the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent into all the earth. 7 He came and took the scroll bk out of the right hand of the One seated on the throne.

				

	

The Lamb Is Worthy

				8 When He took the scroll, the four living creatures and the 24 elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and gold bowls filled with incense, which are the prayers of the •saints. 9 And they sang a new song:

				

				You are worthy to take the scroll

				and to open its seals,

				because You were slaughtered,

				and You •redeemedbl people bm

				for God by Your blood

				from every tribe and language

				and people and nation.

				10 You made them a kingdom bn

				and priests to our God,

				and they will reign on the earth.

				

				11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels around the throne, and also of the living creatures and of the elders. Their number was countless thousands, plus thousands of thousands. 12 They said with a loud voice:

				

				The Lamb who was slaughtered is worthy

				to receive power and riches

				and wisdom and strength

				and honor and glory and blessing!

				

				13 I heard every creature in heaven, on earth, under the earth, on the sea, and everything in them say:

				

				Blessing and honor and glory and dominion

				to the One seated on the throne,

				and to the Lamb, forever and ever!

				

				14 The four living creatures said,"•Amen," and the elders fell down and worshiped.

				A Principle to Live By - Servant and Sovereign

				[image: Getz1475.png]

				#13 To worship Jesus Christ as we should, we must understand and believe that He is both a 
humble servant and the sovereign Lord. 

				John saw Jesus Christ as"a slaughtered lamb" (vv. 6,9,12). However, he also described Him as"the Lion from the tribe of Judah" (v. 5). As a lamb—a description John used 28 times in the book of Revelation—Jesus became a humble, docile servant. Isaiah's great prophecy was fulfilled when He was crucified:

				He was oppressed and afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth. Like a lamb led to the slaughter and like a sheep silent before her shearers, He did not open His mouth. (Is 53:7; see also Ac 8:31-35.)  (See Is #37:God's Redemptive Story.)

				As a lion (Rv 5:5), Jesus Christ is also the sovereign Lord of the universe. The"Word" who"became flesh and took up residence among us" (Jn 1:1,14) is now at the right hand of God the Father. 

				While on earth, Jesus became"the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!" (Jn 1:29). Now John was able to glimpse the beginning of the end of time as we know it. Jesus Christ, who ascended to the Father to become a heavenly mediator between God and men for all true believers, now in John's vision was ready to assume His rightful place as sovereign judge. As Paul explained, 

				For this reason God highly exalted Him and gave Him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow—of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth—and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Php 2:9-11)

				Reflection and Response

				Though John's vision recorded in Revelation and Paul's words to the Philippians project us into the future, how can we worship Jesus Christ today with a sense of awe and humility?

				

				

	

The First Seal on the Scroll

				6 Then I sawbo the Lamb open one of the seven bp seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures say with a voice like thunder,"Come!" bq, br2 I looked, and there was a white horse. The horseman on it had a bow; a crown was given to him, and he went out as a victor to conquer.bs

				

	

The Second Seal

				3 When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say,"Come!" bt, bu4 Then another horse went out, a fiery red one, and its horseman was empoweredbv to take peace from the earth, so that people would slaughter one another. And a large sword was given to him.

				

	

The Third Seal

				5 When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say,"Come!" bw, bx And I looked, and there was a black horse. The horseman on it had a set of scales in his hand. 6 Then I heard something like a voice among the four living creatures say,"A quart of wheat for a •denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius — but do not harm the olive oil and the wine."

				

	

The Fourth Seal

				7 When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say,"Come!" by, bz8 And I looked, and there was a pale greenca horse. The horseman on it was named Death, and •Hades was following after him. Authority was given to them cb over a fourth of the earth, to kill by the sword, by famine, by plague, and by the wild animals of the earth.

				A Principle to Live By - Scriptural Correlation
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				#14 When we interpret the symbols in this book, we should consult other prophetic references and descriptions in the whole Bible, including within Revelation. 

				When Jesus Christ took the scroll and opened the first four seals, we encounter the four horsemen of the Apocalypse. There is a remarkable correspondence with what Jesus taught when the apostles asked,"And what is the sign of Your coming and of the end of the age?" (Mt 24:3). 

				
						The First Seal – The White Horse (Rv 6:2): According to Jesus, there will be false peace (Mt 24:4-5). Some believe this will happen because of the antichrist or"the man of lawlessness" described by Paul (2Th 2:3-4). This would help explain why this evil individual symbolically appears on a white horse. When he emerges toward the end of the age, he will pose as the true Messiah (Rv 19:11).

						The Second Seal – The Fiery Red Horse (Rv 6:4): According to Jesus, following a time of peace there will be worldwide war (Mt 24:6-7a). 

						The Third Seal – The Black Horse (Rv 6:5-6): According to Jesus, a time of war will result in famine (Mt 24:7b).

						The Fourth Seal – The Pale Green Horse (Rv 6:8): According to Jesus, there will be earthquakes that cause many deaths (Mt 24:7c).

				

				If these symbols introduce us to literal judgments that correlate with Jesus' teaching, the four horsemen of the Apocalypse then represent chronological events that introduce the Day of the Lord (Mt 24:3). Paul seemingly also alluded to this series of events:

				About the times and the seasons: Brothers, you do not need anything to be written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the Day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. When they say,"Peace and security," then sudden destruction comes on them, like labor pains come on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. (1Th 5:1-3) 

				Reflection and Response

				If what John saw in his vision seem to be future events that could occur at any time, how should this impact the way we live?  (See 2Pt #6:Motivation to Holiness.)

				

				

	

The Fifth Seal

				9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the peoplecc slaughtered because of God's word and the testimony they had. cd10 They cried out with a loud voice:"Lord,ce the One who is holy and true, how long until You judge and avenge our blood from those who live on the earth?" 11 So a white robe was given to each of them, and they were told to rest a little while longer until the number would be completed of their fellow slaves and their •brothers, who were going to be killed just as they had been.

				

	

The Sixth Seal

				12 Then I saw Him opencf the sixth seal. A violent earthquake occurred; the sun turned black like •sackcloth made of goat hair; the entire mooncg became like blood; 13 the stars of heaven fell to the earth as a fig tree drops its unripe figs when shaken by a high wind; 14 the sky separated like a scroll being rolled up; and every mountain and island was moved from its place.

				15 Then the kings of the earth, the nobles, the military commanders, the rich, the powerful, and every •slave and free person hid in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains.16 And they said to the mountains and to the rocks,"Fall on us and hide us from the face of the One seated on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb, 17 because the great day of Their ch wrath has come! And who is able to stand?"

				A Principle to Live By - Security in Christ
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				#15 As believers, we are not to live in fear of these awesome judgments. 

				When Jesus opened the fifth seal, the scene moved from earth to heaven. In John's vision, he saw"the people slaughtered because of God's word and the testimony they had" (v. 9). There are certainly a multitude of God's children in heaven at this very moment who have been martyred for the cause of Christ, beginning with Stephen (Ac 7:59). 

				This setting appears to be totally different from the period of history we've been living in for nearly 2,000 years. In this vision, the"great day of [God's] wrath has come!" (Rv 6:17). It appears that these are people who have been martyred for the cause of Christ during the time of God's future judgments on this earth. 

				This raises a very important question. In this vision, when Jesus Christ begins to open these seals, where are those believers who have not died? Many who take a futuristic approach to interpreting Revelation believe that born-again Christians will have already been removed from the earth as described by Paul (1Th 4:16-17; 1Co 15:51-52). 

				It is difficult to point to specific references in the book of Revelation concerning what many call the"rapture of the church." However, following the letters to the seven churches in chapters 2 and 3, the term"church" is never used again until the last chapter of Revelation (22:16). (Review Rv #30: The Marriage of the Lamb.)

				The sixth seal unveils the worst catastrophic judgments on sinful humanity described thus far. In his Old Testament prophetic book, Joel seemingly was describing at least aspects of this horrifying event (Jl 2:10-11).  
(See Jl #2:The Day of the Lord.)

				Reflection and Response

				Since these coming judgments are certainly more than symbolic descriptions, how should Jesus' words in John 14:1-3 comfort all who have put their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as"the way, the truth, and the life" 
(Jn 14:6)?

				

				

	

The Sealed of Israel

				7 After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, restraining the four winds of the earth so that no wind could blow on the earth or on the sea or on any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel, who had the seal of the living God rise up from the east. He cried out in a loud voice to the four angels who were empoweredci to harm the earth and the sea: 3 "Don't harm the earth or the sea or the trees until we seal the •slaves of our God on their foreheads." 4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed:

				

				144,000 sealed from every tribe of the Israelites:

				5 12,000 sealed from the tribe of Judah,

				12,000 cj from the tribe of Reuben,

				12,000 from the tribe of Gad,

				6 12,000 from the tribe of Asher,

				12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali,

				12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh,

				7 12,000 from the tribe of Simeon,

				12,000 from the tribe of Levi,

				12,000 from the tribe of Issachar,

				8 12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun,

				12,000 from the tribe of Joseph,

				12,000 sealed from the tribe of Benjamin.

				

	

A Multitude from the Great Tribulation

				9 After this I looked, and there was a vast multitude from every nation, tribe, people, and language, which no one could number, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were robed in white with palm branches in their hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud voice:

				

				Salvation belongs to our God,

				who is seated on the throne,

				and to the Lamb!

				

				11 All the angels stood around the throne, the elders, and the four living creatures, and they fell facedown before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying:

				

				•Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom

				and thanksgiving and honor

				and power and strength

				be to our God forever and ever. Amen.  
(Review Rv #12: True Worship.)

				

				13 Then one of the elders asked me,"Who are these people robed in white, and where did they come from?"

				14 I said to him,"Sir,ck you know."

				Then he told me:

				

				These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.

				They washed their robes and made them white

				in the blood of the Lamb.

				15 For this reason they are before the throne of God,

				and they serve Him day and night in His sanctuary.

				The One seated on the throne will sheltercl them:

				16 They will no longer hunger;

				they will no longer thirst;

				the sun will no longer strike them,

				nor will any heat.

				17 For the Lamb who is at the center of the throne

				will shepherd them;

				He will guide them to springs of living waters,

				and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.

				A Principle to Live By - The Blood of the Lamb

				[image: Getz1478.png]

				#16 To inherit eternal life, we must have our sins washed away by the blood of Jesus Christ. 

				Before we speculate on the various details in this chapter, we can be absolutely certain regarding one eternal truth: No matter what period of history we live in, we cannot be saved apart from Christ's shed blood on the cross. As Paul wrote,"We have redemption in Him through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace" (Eph 1:7; cp. Rm 3:25; Col 1:19-20; 1Pt 1:18-19). This is true for those who were saved during the Old Testament era, the first century, and on into the future—including what will happen as we approach the end of the age (Ex 12:5-13; Jn 1:29; Heb 9:12). 

				Specifically, John saw two groups of people who evidently will live on earth during this time of judgment when Christ opens the seals. If we interpret literally John's reference to the tribes of the"Israelites," there will be 144,000 Jews who will be"sealed" for special ministry and service (Rv 7:4). From a later reference, we know that these redeemed will be protected from God's great judgments on earth and from the murderous activities of those who hate God (14:1-3).  (Review Rv #26: Models of Faithfulness)

				The second group involved a countless crowd made up from every ethnic group (7:9). These are"the ones coming out of the great tribulation" who have"washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb" (v. 14).

				Does this number refer to those believers who are"caught up . . . to meet the Lord in the air" when He comes (1Th 4:15-17)? Many who interpret Revelation from a futurist point of view have instead concluded that these people will be saved during the great tribulation period, after the church has been removed from the earth. 

				This latter view seems to gain support from the fact that when Christ removes believers from the earth, it will be"in a moment, in the blink of an eye" (1Co 15:52). This group, by contrast, seems to have been saved through a process—"the ones coming out of the great tribulation" (Rv 7:14)—which implies a period of time during which God judges the earth.

				Reflection and Response

				Whatever our view regarding the great tribulation, what should our message be to the unsaved who live in today's world?  (See Heb #14:The Blood of Christ.)

				

				

	

The Seventh Seal

				8 When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 2 Then I saw the seven angels who stand in the presence of God; seven trumpets were given to them. 3 Another angel, with a gold incense burner, came and stood at the altar. He was given a large amount of incense to offer with the prayers of all the •saints on the gold altar in front of the throne. 4 The smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up in the presence of God from the angel's hand. 5 The angel took the incense burner, filled it with fire from the altar, and hurled it to the earth; there were rumblings of thunder, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake. 6 And the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to blow them.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Mercy
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				#17 We are to rejoice and be thankful that God will continue to offer His gift of salvation to lost people until the final judgment at the great white throne.  (Review Rv #34: Eternal Judgment)

				When Jesus Christ opened the seventh seal, John was shown"seven angels who had the seven trumpets" who were"prepared to blow them" (v. 6). These trumpet judgments, initiated with the opening of the seventh seal, are more concentrated and devastating than the previous six seal judgments. 

				How does this demonstration of God's power and wrath reveal God's grace? This principle was illustrated when the children of Israel were instructed how to attack Jericho. God told Joshua to"have seven priests carry seven ram's-horn trumpets in front of the ark." They were to march around the city for six days blowing these trumpets. Then, on the seventh day, they were to"march around the city seven times" blowing their trumpets, after which God destroyed the wall (Jos 6:1-5). 

				Why this prolonged process? God was giving these pagans one more opportunity to repent. They had heard all the miracles He had performed for His people. In fact,"their courage failed because of the Israelites" (Jos 5:1). God was going to judge the people of Jericho. However, as with those who lived in Noah's day, His hand of punishment was not going to fall until He had repeatedly warned them. The Jericho event is another example of God's love, grace, mercy, and patience, not just for the people of this pagan city but for sinful people who lived throughout Canaan and beyond—those watching it unfold and those who would hear about it later. If these people had repented, would not God in His grace have forgiven them just as He did the people of Nineveh (Jnh 3:10; 4:11)?  (See Jos #11:God's Patience.)

				In the same way, what John saw in his vision depicts God warning all the people on earth with the seven trumpet judgments. Ultimate doom was coming. However, anyone who repented would receive forgiveness through the blood of the slaughtered Lamb and be eternally saved. Sadly, many did not repent. However, just as Rahab and her family in Jericho responded in faith because of God's judgments on those who opposed Israel, many will respond as His various judgments fall on the earth (Rv 7:13-17). 

				Reflection and Response

				How should the message of God's judgment on sinful humanity impact our behavior as Christians living in today's world?  (See 2Pt #6:Motivation to Holiness.)

				

				

	

The First Trumpet

				7 The first angel cm blew his trumpet, and hail and fire, mixed with blood, were hurled to the earth. So a third of the earth was burned up, a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up.

				

	

The Second Trumpet

				8 The second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great mountain ablaze with fire was hurled into the sea. So a third of the sea became blood, 9 a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.

				

	

The Third Trumpet

				10 The third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star, blazing like a torch, fell from heaven. It fell on a third of the rivers and springs of water. 11 The name of the star is Wormwood, and a third of the waters became •wormwood. So, many of the people died from the waters, because they had been made bitter.

				

	

The Fourth Trumpet

				12 The fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them were darkened. A third of the day was without light, and the night as well.

				13 I looked again and heard an eagle cn flying high overhead, crying out in a loud voice,"Woe! Woe! Woe to those who live on the earth, because of the remaining trumpet blasts that the three angels are about to sound!"

				A Principle to Live By - Hardened Hearts
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				#18 We are to warn unbelievers to respond to the message of salvation immediately and not to harden their hearts. 

				As John's vision continued to unfold, he saw intense and rapid movement from one horrible event to another. When the first four trumpets sounded, they appear to be unleashing literal attacks on the earth. 

				
						First: destroyed the foliage on earth, creating desert conditions (v. 7)

						Second: attacked the oceans, impacting marine life (vv. 8-9)

						Third: polluted fresh water sources, creating a drought (vv. 10-11)

						Fourth: clouded the earth's light sources, creating mental and emotional distress (v. 12)

				

				In spite of the intensity of these judgments, many unbelievers hardened their hearts (9:20-21). Their refusal to repent sends a very urgent message to all unsaved people today: 

				As it is said: Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion. (Heb 3:15) 

				Reflection and Response

				How does this message regarding hardened hearts apply as well to those who profess to be believers?  
(Review Rv #7: The True Gospel)

				

				

	

The Fifth Trumpet

				9 The fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen from heaven to earth. The key to the shaft of the •abyss was given to him. 2 He opened the shaft of the abyss, and smoke came up out of the shaft like smoke from a great co furnace so that the sun and the air were darkened by the smoke from the shaft. 3 Then locusts came out of the smoke on to the earth, and powercp was given to them like the power that scorpions have on the earth. 4 They were told not to harm the grass of the earth, or any green plant, or any tree, but only people who do not have God's seal on their foreheads. 5 They were not permitted to kill them but were to torment them for five months; their torment is like the torment caused by a scorpion when it strikes a man. 6 In those days people will seek death and will not find it; they will long to die, but death will flee from them.

				7 The appearance of the locusts was like horses equipped for battle. Something like gold crowns was on their heads; their faces were like men's faces; 8 they had hair like women's hair; their teeth were like lions' teeth; 9 they had chests like iron breastplates; the sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots with many horses rushing into battle; 10 and they had tails with stingers like scorpions, so that with their tails they had the powercq to harm people for five months. 11 They had as their kingcr the angel of the abyss; his name in Hebrew is •Abaddon,cs and in Greek he has the name Apollyon.ct 12 The first woe has passed. There are still two more woes to come after this.

				A Principle to Live By - Using Evil for Good
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				#19 Regardless of Satan's activities in the world, we are to be assured that God can even use evil to accomplish His will. 

				When the first four trumpets sounded, God's judgments involved physical destruction. The fifth trumpet, however, introduced powerful evil forces, which some believe were led from the abyss by Satan himself (vv. 1,11). 

				Though it's difficult to interpret the symbolism in this scene, it appears that this judgment involves unprecedented demonic oppression. However, God still restrains Satan and his hordes. They are not allowed to kill unbelievers, only"to torment them for five months" (v. 5). 

				Satan's objective then, as it has always been, will be to see people die in their sins. However, in John's vision, even when people sought to die, God did not permit it (v. 6). Though it may appear that the Lord is simply prolonging their pain, in reality He is giving them another opportunity to repent. Even during this time of successive judgments on earth, God restrains Satan and his evil cohorts. In His sovereignty, He even uses evil to bring about good in the lives of those He foreknew to be called (Rm 8:28-29). (See Gn #70:Understanding God's Purpose.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though obviously a very rare situation among believers today and difficult to understand, in what way is this Principle to Live By illustrated in the life of the apostle Paul? (See 2Co 12:7b-10.) 

				

				

	

The Sixth Trumpet

				13 The sixth angel blew his trumpet. From the four cu horns of the gold altar that is before God, I heard a voice 14 say to the sixth angel who had the trumpet,"Release the four angels bound at the great river Euphrates." 15 So the four angels who were prepared for the hour, day, month, and year were released to kill a third of the human race. 16 The number of mounted troops was 200 million; cv I heard their number. 17 This is how I saw the horses in my vision: The horsemen had breastplates that were fiery red, hyacinth blue, and sulfur yellow. The heads of the horses were like lions' heads, and from their mouths came fire, smoke, and sulfur. 18 A third of the human race was killed by these three plagues — by the fire, the smoke, and the sulfur that came from their mouths. 19 For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails, for their tails, which resemble snakes, have heads, and they inflict injury with them.

				20 The rest of the people, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands to stop worshiping demons and idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone, and wood, which are not able to see, hear, or walk.21 And they did not repent of their murders, their sorceries,cw their sexual immorality, or their thefts.

				A Principle to Live By - The Armor of God
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				#20 As believers living today, we must use God's armor to defeat Satan and his evil associates 
when they attack us in various ways. 

				The sixth angel released four"angels" (vv. 13-14). These personages are powerful evil demons, perhaps like those who were assigned to the kings of Medo-Persia and Greece (Dn 10:13,20).  (See Dn #16:The Armor of God.)

				If the events John saw here are the same as those he saw as a result of the sixth bowl judgment, this may refer to a great oriental army that will be defeated at Armagedon (Rv 16:12-16). However, prior to this defeat a"third of the human race" will be destroyed by this huge military force (9:15-16).

				Some Bible teachers believe, however, that this literal battle on earth will come later, and what John described here in association with the sixth trumpet is a spiritual battle with Satan and his horde of demons. Either way, we see the power of Satan, which shows the necessity of the protection available to believers today when we"put on the full armor of God" (Eph 6:11-17). Apart from knowing Jesus Christ personally and being redeemed by His blood, we would be much more vulnerable to spiritual attacks. If we put on this armor on a consistent basis, we need not fear Satan—although we must never forget how crafty and powerful he and his legions of demons really are. They are constantly looking for opportunities to take advantage of our weaknesses (1Pt 5:8).  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do many Christians today neglect to take seriously the reality of Satan and his evil associates?

				

				

	

The Mighty Angel and the Small Scroll

				10 Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, surrounded by a cloud, with a rainbow over his head.cx His face was like the sun, his legscy were like fiery pillars,2 and he had a little scroll opened in his hand. He put his right foot on the sea, his left on the land, 3 and he cried out with a loud voice like a roaring lion. When he cried out, the seven thunders spoke with their voices. 4 And when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to write. Then I heard a voice from heaven, saying,"Seal up what the seven thunders said, and do not write it down!"

				5 Then the angel that I had seen standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven. 6 He swore an oath by the One who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and what is in it, the earth and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it:"There will no longer be an interval of time,cz 7 but in the days of the sound of the seventh angel, when he will blow his trumpet, then God's •hidden plan will be completed, as He announced to His servantsda the prophets."

				8 Now the voice that I heard from heaven spoke to me again and said,"Go, take the scroll that lies open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land."

				9 So I went to the angel and asked him to give me the little scroll. He said to me,"Take and eat it; it will be bitter in your stomach, but it will be as sweet as honey in your mouth."

				10 Then I took the little scroll from the angel's hand and ate it. It was as sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I ate it, my stomach became bitter.11 And I was told,db"You must prophesy again aboutdc many peoples, nations, languages, and kings."

				A Principle to Live By - Compassionate Hearts
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				#21 Though as believers we are to long for Christ's appearing, we are never to lose our compassion 
for those who will face eternal judgment. 

				During an interlude between the sounding of the sixth and seventh trumpets, a"voice" instructed John to take and eat what was probably the scroll that had been sealed (5:1-2). Once again, the"voice" was that of Jesus Christ (1:10; 10:4,8). 

				This is a symbolic act, but it resulted in a bittersweet experience. The sweetness in John's mouth symbolized the glorious message in the Word of God. Christ has defeated His enemies, He is coming to deliver believers from wrath, and they will dwell eternally in His presence (Ezk 3:1-4). However, the bitterness in John's stomach indicated his painful task. He was commissioned to prophesy regarding the horrible events yet to come on unbelieving humanity. In other words, John's symbolic experience illustrates the emotional tension all Christians should face regarding God's offer of love and mercy and His eventual judgment on sinful unbelievers.

				Though we are all to look forward to Christ's rule and reign, we must never forget our task of proclaiming the good news of salvation in Christ—that all who call upon His name will be saved. We must never lose sight of Christ's own compassion when He shed His blood for sinful humanity. This Jesus, who will eventually judge sinful humanity, also wept over Jerusalem.  (See Lk #44:Christ's Compassionate Love.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why it is important to keep these two emotions—sweetness and bitterness—in balance?

				

				

	

The Two Witnesses

				11 Then I was given a measuring reed like a rod, dd with these words:"Gode and measure God's sanctuary and the altar, and count those who worship there. 2 But exclude the courtyard outside the sanctuary. Don't measure it, because it is given to the nations,df and they will trample the holy city for 42 months. 3 I will empowerdg my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, dressed in •sackcloth."4 These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord dh of the earth. 5 If anyone wants to harm them, fire comes from their mouths and consumes their enemies; if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this way. 6 These men have the power to close up the sky so that it does not rain during the days of their prophecy. They also have power over the waters to turn them into blood and to strike the earth with every plague whenever they want.

				

	

The Witnesses Martyred

				7 When they finish their testimony, the beastdi that comes up out of the •abyss will make war with them, conquer them, and kill them. 8 Their dead bodiesdj will lie in the public squaredk of the great city, which propheticallydl is called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified. 9 And representatives fromdm the peoples, tribes, languages, and nations will view their bodies for three and a half days and not permit their bodies to be put into a tomb. 10 Those who live on the earth will gloat over them and celebrate and send gifts to one another because these two prophets brought judgment to those who live on the earth.

				

	

The Witnesses Resurrected

				11 But after 3 1/2 days, the breathdn of life from God entered them, and they stood on their feet. So great fear fell on those who saw them. 12 Then they heard do a loud voice from heaven saying to them,"Come up here." They went up to heaven in a cloud, while their enemies watched them.13 At that moment a violent earthquake took place, a tenth of the city fell, and 7,000 people were killed in the earthquake. The survivors were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven. 14 The second woe has passed. Take note: The third woe is coming quickly!

				A Principle to Live By - Prophetic Warnings

				[image: Getz1484.png]

				#22 Believers should more and more acknowledge God's divine nature and worship the Almighty. 

				Though there are many unanswered questions and a variety of opinions about the two witnesses mentioned in this chapter, many serious students of Revelation believe these men are real-life prophets of God. They may actually be Moses and Elijah, who appeared with Jesus Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration, which was a glimpse of the future glorified Christ (Mt 17:1-3; see also Mal 4:4-5).

				The"great city" where these men prophesied is Jerusalem, where the"Lord was crucified" (Rv 11:8). The time periods correspond to Daniel's prophecies (Dn 9:24-27). It appears that these two witnesses will proclaim the message of the Messiah's death and resurrection for three and a half years (forty-two months or 1,260 days), the same amount of time God will judge the earth in association with the seals, trumpets, and bowls.  (See Dn #14:Being Prepared.)

				These two witnesses were empowered and protected by God for an extensive period of time. However, they were eventually killed by"the beast" (Rv 11:7)—a reference to"the man of lawlessness" and"the son of destruction" referred to by Paul (2Th 2:3-4). After being miraculously raised from the dead, they were transported to heaven. Though many rejected their message and were judged by a great earthquake, others were spared and became believers (Rv 11:13).

				These events demonstrate that God has always provided prophets to warn of His coming judgments on sinful and unrepentant humanity. God also verified their message with miraculous events, just as He did for the apostles.  (See Heb #3:A Great Salvation.)

				Reflection and Response

				What is God's primary plan today for all believers in verifying that Jesus Christ has come to provide redemption and salvation for all who will believe?  (See Jn #28:Modeling Love.)

				

				

	

The Seventh Trumpet

				15 The seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven saying:

				

				The kingdom of the •world has become the kingdom

				of our Lord and of His •Messiah,

				and He will reign forever and ever!

				

				16 The 24 elders, who were seated before God on their thrones, fell facedown and worshiped God, 17 saying:

				

				We thank You, Lord God, the Almighty,

				who is and who was, dp

				because You have taken Your great power

				and have begun to reign.

				18 The nations were angry,

				but Your wrath has come.

				The time has come

				for the dead to be judged

				and to give the reward

				to Your servants the prophets,

				to the •saints, and to those who fear Your name,

				both small and great,

				and the time has come to destroy

				those who destroy the earth.

				

				19 God's sanctuary in heaven was opened, and the ark of His covenant dq appeared in His sanctuary. There were flashes of lightning, rumblings of thunder, an earthquake, dr and severe hail.

				A Principle to Live By - Our Almighty God
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				#23 Though as believers we will eventually be like Christ and live in God's eternal kingdom, we should more and more reflect our Almighty God's holy nature in the here and now. 

				Just as the seventh seal introduced the seven trumpets, the seventh trumpet introduced the seven bowl judgments. Though these judgments will happen before the second coming, John was told what will happen when Christ returns to earth (v. 15). 

				John once again saw the 24 elders, who acknowledged Christ's imminent arrival to triumph over evil. They also voiced a prayer of praise and thanksgiving:

				We thank You, Lord God, the Almighty, who is and who was, because You have taken Your great power and have begun to reign. (v. 17)  (Review Rv #12: True Worship.)

				Here again the Lord God is identified as"the Almighty," a title that appears ten times in the New Testament, nine in the book of Revelation. This magnificent name refers to many aspects of God's sovereignty and power. When God is called"the Almighty," He is also identified as

				
						the eternal God (1:8),

						the holy God (4:8),

						the omnipotent God (11:17),

						the creator God (15:3),

						the righteous God (16:7),

						the triumphant God (16:14),

						the God who reigns (19:6),

						the God of wrath (19:15), and

						the God of eternal light (21:23).

				

				Reflection and Response

				Since our Almighty God in His mercy has provided for our salvation, how should this impact the way we live today?  (See Rm #21:Christ-Centered Worship.)

				

				

	

The Woman, the Child, and the Dragon

				12 A great signds appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown of 12 stars on her head.2 She was pregnant and cried out in labor and agony as she was about to give birth. 3 Then another signdt appeared in heaven: There was a great fiery red dragon having seven heads and 10 horns, and on his heads were seven diadems.du4 His tail swept away a third of the stars in heaven and hurled them to the earth. And the dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she did give birth he might devour her child. 5 But she gave birth to a Son — a male who is going to shepherddv all nations with an iron scepter — and her child was caught up to God and to His throne. 6 The woman fled into the wilderness, where she had a place prepared by God, to be fed theredw for 1,260 days.

				

	

The Dragon Thrown Out of Heaven

				7 Then war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. The dragon and his angels also fought, 8 but he could not prevail, and there was no place for them in heaven any longer. 9 So the great dragon was thrown out — the ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, the one who deceives the whole world. He was thrown to earth, and his angels with him.

				10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say:

				

				The salvation and the power

				and the kingdom of our God

				and the authority of His •Messiah

				have now come,

				because the accuser of our brothers

				has been thrown out:

				the one who accuses them

				before our God day and night.

				11 They conquered him

				by the blood of the Lamb

				and by the word of their testimony,

				for they did not love their lives

				in the face of death.

				12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens,

				and you who dwell in them!

				Woe to the earth and the sea,

				for the Devil has come down to you

				with great fury,

				because he knows he has a short time.

				

	

The Woman Persecuted

				13 When the dragon saw that he had been thrown to earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male child. 14 The woman was given two wings of a great eagle, so that she could fly from the serpent's presence to her place in the wilderness, where she was fed for a time, times, and half a time. 15 From his mouth the serpent spewed water like a river flowing after the woman, to sweep her away in a torrent. 16 But the earth helped the woman. The earth opened its mouth and swallowed up the river that the dragon had spewed from his mouth. 17 So the dragon was furious with the woman and left to wage war against the rest of her offspringdx — those who keep God's commands and have the testimony about Jesus.18 He dy stood on the sand of the sea.

				A Principle to Live By - Satan's Strategy
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				#24 As the time for Christ's return draws near, we should expect Satan to intensify his efforts 
to disrupt God's redemptive plan. 

				Chapters 12-16 describe events that will take place during the great tribulation (7:14). The time frame appears to be three and one half years, described as"1,260 days" or"a time, times, and half a time" (12:6,14).  (See Dn #18:The Great Tribulation.)

				Ever since Satan rebelled against God and led Adam and Eve to sin in the Garden of Eden, there has been a great conflict between good and evil, impacting all human beings as well as the earth where we live (Gn 3:16-19; Is 14:12-15). However, God began immediately to unfold His redemptive plan, informing Satan that Jesus Christ will eventually"strike [his] head," even though the evil one will be allowed to strike Christ's"heel" (Gn 3:15).  (See Gn #4:Satan's Tactics.)

				The next major step in God's plan involved a covenant He made with Abraham (Gn 12:1-3). Knowing that the Lord was going to bless"all the peoples on earth" through Abraham's offspring (the children of Israel and the Messiah), Satan continually attempted to disrupt this redemptive plan. And when Jesus was born, he tried to destroy the Savior through King Herod (Mt 2:13-15). Satan then attempted to destroy the Messiah's redemptive ministry by tempting Him to sin (Mt 4:1-11).  (See Mt #5:The Power of Scripture.)

				Though Satan's power has been limited because of Jesus Christ's death, resurrection, and ascension, he continues his battle against God's people (Eph 6:12). As the time approaches for his final defeat, John was shown a great struggle in heaven between God's holy angels and the Devil's army of demons (cp. Dn 10:13,20). In John's vision, Michael, one of God's chief angels, defeated Satan and threw him out of heaven (Rv 12:7-9).  (See Dn #16:The Armor of God.)

				Knowing his ultimate defeat is coming closer, Satan will continue to use what freedom he has to attack God's people. Focusing on the Jews, he will wage war against them, only to once again be defeated. The Lord will protect a remnant (Rv 12:14). Satan will then turn and focus on destroying all the peoples on earth who choose to follow Jesus Christ rather than following"the man of lawlessness" (v. 17; cp. 2Th 2:3). This evil leader is none other than the"beast coming up out of the sea," who appears next in John's vision (Rv 13:1). 

				Reflection and Response

				Even though Satan is just as powerful today as he has ever been, why should Christians have a sense of confidence that we need not be defeated by his evil efforts?  (See Eph #15:Walking in God's Strength.)

				

				

	

The Beast from the Sea

				13 And I saw a beast coming up out of the sea. Hedz had 10 horns and seven heads. On his horns were 10 diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names. ea2 The beast I saw was like a leopard, his feet were like a bear's, and his mouth was like a lion's mouth. The dragon gave him his power, his throne, and great authority. 3 One of his heads appeared to be fatally wounded,eb but his fatal wound was healed. The whole earth was amazed and followed the beast.ec4 They worshiped the dragon because he gave authority to the beast. And they worshiped the beast, saying,"Who is like the beast? Who is able to wage war against him?"

				5 A mouth was given to him to speak boasts and blasphemies. He was also given authority to act ed, ee for 42 months. 6 He began to speakef blasphemies against God: to blaspheme His name and His dwelling — those who dwell in heaven. 7 And he was permitted to wage war against the •saints and to conquer them. He was also given authority over every tribe, people, language, and nation. 8 All those who live on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name was not written from the foundation of the world in the bookeg of life of the Lamb who was slaughtered.eh

				9 If anyone has an ear, he should listen:

				

				10 If anyone is destined for captivity,

				into captivity he goes.

				If anyone is to be killed ei with a sword,

				with a sword he will be killed.

				

				This demands the perseveranceej and faith of the saints.

				

	

The Beast from the Earth

				11 Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth; he had two horns like a lamb,ek but he sounded like a dragon. 12 He exercises all the authority of the first beast on his behalf and compels the earth and those who live on it to worship the first beast, whose fatal wound was healed. 13 He also performs great signs, even causing fire to come down from heaven to earth in front of people. 14 He deceives those who live on the earth because of the signs that he is permitted to perform on behalf of the beast, telling those who live on the earth to make an imageel of the beast who had the sword wound and yet lived. 15 He was permitted to give a spiritem to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast could both speak and cause whoever would not worship the image of the beast to be killed. 16 And he requires everyone — small and great, rich and poor, free and •slave — to be given a marken on his right hand or on his forehead,17 so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark: the beast's name or the number of his name.

				18 Here is wisdom:eo The one who has understanding must calculateep the number of the beast, because it is the number of a man.eq His number is 666. er

				A Principle to Live By - The Great Commission

				[image: Getz1487.png]

				#25 Though we are to be aware of events that may signal Christ's second coming, we are to focus on the task Jesus gave us when He ascended to heaven.  (See Mt #59:The Great Commission.)

				It is understandable why some Bible students believe that John's vision was being fulfilled in the Roman Empire toward the end of the first century. Rome controlled the civilized world. Provincial leaders promoted emperor worship, just as the second beast will compel people"to worship the first beast" (Rv 13:11-12). However, these minor similarities do not account for the details John saw concerning the two individuals. They will control the entire world for 42 months with incredibly supernatural power. Though Christians who would not worship the Roman Emperor were imprisoned and killed, what John saw was and still is without precedent. Furthermore, no false prophet has yet emerged who has performed the miraculous signs described in this chapter (v. 13).

				John's vision most certainly points to Daniel's powerful"king" and Paul's"man of lawlessness" (Dn 11:36-37; 2Th 2:1-4).  (See Dn #17:Prophetic History.)

				This will be a terrible time on earth. People will be unable to"buy or sell" unless they have"the mark" of the first beast (Rv 13:17). However, many people will become believers and will refuse to worship this evil leader, and they will be martyred for the cause of Christ (v. 10).

				These two leaders will emerge someday and both will be empowered by Satan (1:3). However, our focus should be on Jesus Christ and His mission (Heb 12:1-2). We are to be"salt" and"light" in this world"while we wait for the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ" (Mt 5:13-14; 
Ti 2:13). 

				Unfortunately, many overzealous Christians over the centuries have become so obsessed with who this evil person is that they have publicly identified numerous individuals as"the beast" or Antichrist. Their unbiblical behavior has become an embarrassment to the cause of Jesus Christ and a stumbling block to unbelievers.

				Reflection and Response

				How does Jesus' final communication with His disciples help us to have a proper perspective regarding Bible prophecy?  (See Ac #1:Waiting and Working.)

				

				

	

The Lamb and the 144,000

				14 Then I looked, and there on Mount •Zion stood the Lamb, and with Him were 144,000 who had His name and His Father's name written on their foreheads.2 I heard a soundes from heaven like the sound of cascading waters and like the rumbling of loud thunder. The sound I heard was also like harpists playing on their harps.3 They sang et a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders, but no one could learn the song except the 144,000 who had been •redeemedeu from the earth. 4 These are the ones not defiled with women, for they have kept their virginity. These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. They were redeemed ev, ew from the human race as the •firstfruits for God and the Lamb. 5 No lie was found in their mouths; they are blameless.

				A Principle to Live By - Models of Faithfulness

				[image: Getz1488.png]

				#26 We should consider the 144,000 as models of what it means to be dedicated disciples of Jesus Christ in the midst of an evil world. 

				In this chapter, John glimpsed various events of the time of tribulation. He had previously seen the 144,000 Jewish believers (7:3-8). Now he discerned their faithfulness and endurance as they chose to follow the Messiah rather than the beast. Evidently, they will be transported to heaven toward the end of the 42 months of great tribulation without suffering martyrdom (14:1).  (Review Rv #16: The Blood of the Lamb.)

				These dedicated believers serve as dynamic examples to all of us who claim to be Christ's disciples today. Certainly there is severe persecution in various parts of the world today, but they will faithfully endure what the majority of Christians have never faced. During incredible persecution, they will live lives of purity and honesty—maintaining their virginity, following Christ everywhere, never lying, and being blameless in every way (14:4-5). They will refuse to receive the mark of the beast. They will epitomize what Jesus taught His disciples:

				Then Jesus said to His disciples,"If anyone wants to come with Me, he must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life because of Me will find it." (Mt 16:24-25) 

				Reflection and Response

				Though our planet is not yet influenced by Satan as it will be during this period of great tribulation, in what ways are Christians today allowing themselves to be influenced by his evil ways?  (See 1Jn #6:Overcoming the World.)

				

				

	

The Proclamation of Three Angels

				6 Then I saw another angel flying high overhead, having the eternal gospel to announce to the inhabitants of the earth — to every nation, tribe, language, and people.7 He spoke with a loud voice:"Fear God and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come. Worship the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water."

				8 A second angelex followed, saying:"It has fallen, Babylon the Great has fallen, ey who made all nations drink the wine of her sexual immorality,ez which brings wrath."

				9 And a third angelfa followed them and spoke with a loud voice:"If anyone worships the beast and his image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 he will also drink the wine of God's wrath, which is mixed full strength in the cup of His anger. He will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the sight of the holy angels and in the sight of the Lamb, 11 and the smoke of their torment will go up forever and ever. There is no restfb day or night for those who worship the beast and his image, or anyone who receives the mark of his name. 12 This demands the perseverancefc of the •saints, who keep God's commands and their faith in Jesus."fd

				13 Then I heard a voice from heaven saying,"Write: The dead who die in the Lord from now on are blessed."

				"Yes," says the Spirit,"let them rest from their labors, for their works follow them!"

				A Principle to Live By - Eternal Life or Death
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				#27 In presenting the eternal gospel, we must make it clear that all human beings are given a choice that leads to everlasting life or never-ending separation from God. 

				The first angel John saw was proclaiming the"eternal gospel"—a message of salvation"to every nation, tribe, language, and people" (v. 6). Though the beast will rule on earth, people can still be set free from his evil power by joining those"coming out of the great tribulation" who"washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb" (7:14). They will find eternal rest and"God will wipe away every tear from their eyes" (7:17; 14:13).  (Review Rv #16: The Blood of the Lamb.)

				Conversely, the second and third angels proclaimed what will happen when people choose to follow the broad road that"leads to destruction" (Mt 7:13). John had seen multitudes following the beast, the"man of lawlessness," and receiving his"mark" (Rv 13:16; cp. 2Th 2:3). The results are eternally devastating (Rv 14:9-11). 

				Reflection and Response

				Though this stunning prophetic insight was revealed to John late in his life, how does the eternal gospel message he recorded earlier remain the same? For example, see John 3:36; 5:24.

				

				

	

Reaping the Earth's Harvest

				14 Then I looked, and there was a white cloud, and One like the Son of Manfe was seated on the cloud, with a gold crown on His head and a sharp sickle in His hand. 15 Another angel came out of the sanctuary, crying out in a loud voice to the One who was seated on the cloud,"Use your sickle and reap, for the time to reap has come, since the harvest of the earth is ripe." 16 So the One seated on the cloud swung His sickle over the earth, and the earth was harvested.

				17 Then another angel who also had a sharp sickle came out of the sanctuary in heaven. 18 Yet another angel, who had authority over fire, came from the altar, and he called with a loud voice to the one who had the sharp sickle,"Use your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of grapes from earth's vineyard, because its grapes have ripened." 19 So the angel swung his sickle toward earth and gathered the grapes from earth's vineyard, and he threw them into the great winepress of God's wrath. 20 Then the press was trampled outside the city, and blood flowed out of the press up to the horses' bridles for about 180 miles.ff  (See Mt #33:The Kingdom of Heaven.)

				

	

Preparation for the Bowl Judgments

				15 Then I saw another great and awe-inspiring signfg in heaven: seven angels with the seven last plagues, for with them, God's wrath will be completed. 2 I also saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who had won the victory over the beast, his image, fh and the number of his name, were standing on the sea of glass with harps from God.fi 3 They sang the song of God's servant Moses  and the song of the Lamb:

				

				Great and awe-inspiring are Your works,

				Lord God, the Almighty;

				righteous and true are Your ways,

				King of the Nations. fj

				4 Lord, who will not fear

				and glorify Your name?

				Because You alone are holy,

				for all the nations will come

				and worship before You

				because Your righteous acts

				have been revealed.  (See Ex #5:A Family Affair.)

				

				5 After this I looked, and the heavenly sanctuary — the tabernacle of testimony — was opened. 6 Out of the sanctuary came the seven angels with the seven plagues, dressed in •clean, bright linen, with gold sashes wrapped around their chests. 7 One of the four living creatures gave the seven angels seven gold bowls filled with the wrath of God who lives forever and ever. 8 Then the sanctuary was filled with smoke from God's glory and from His power, and no one could enter the sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven angels were completed.

				

	

The First Bowl

				16 Then I heard a loud voice from the sanctuary saying to the seven angels,"Go and pour out the seven fk bowls of God's wrath on the earth." 2 The first went and poured out his bowl on the earth, and severely painful soresfl broke out on the people who had the mark of the beast and who worshiped his image.

				

	

The Second Bowl

				3 The second fm poured out his bowl into the sea. It turned to blood like a dead man's, and all lifefn in the sea died.

				

	

The Third Bowl

				4 The third fo poured out his bowl into the rivers and the springs of water, and they became blood. 5 I heard the angel of the waters say:

				

				You are righteous,

				who is and who was, the Holy One,

				for You have decided these things.

				6 Because they poured out

				the blood of the •saints and the prophets,

				You also gave them blood to drink;

				they deserve it!

				

				7 Then I heard someone from the altar say:

				

				Yes, Lord God, the Almighty,

				true and righteous are Your judgments.

				

	

The Fourth Bowl

				8 The fourth fp poured out his bowl on the sun. Hefq was given the powerfr to burn people with fire, 9 and people were burned by the intense heat. So they blasphemed the name of God, who had the powerfs over these plagues, and they did not repent and give Him glory.

				

	

The Fifth Bowl

				10 The fifth ft poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom was plunged into darkness. Peoplefu gnawed their tongues because of their pain 11 and blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, yet they did not repent of their actions.

				

	

The Sixth Bowl

				12 The sixth fv poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up to prepare the way for the kings from the east. 13 Then I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming from the dragon's mouth, from the beast's mouth, and from the mouth of the false prophet. 14 For they are spirits of demons performing signs, who travel to the kings of the whole world to assemble them for the battle of the great day of God, the Almighty.

				15 "Look, I am coming like a thief. The one who is alert and remains clothedfw so that he may not go around naked and people see his shame is blessed."

				16 So they assembled them at the place called in Hebrew, Armagedon. fx

				

	

The Seventh Bowl

				17 Then the seventh fy poured out his bowl into the air,fz and a loud voice came out of the sanctuary ga from the throne, saying,"It is done!" 18 There were flashes of lightning and rumblings of thunder. And a severe earthquake occurred like no other since man has been on the earth — so great was the quake. 19 The great city split into three parts, and the cities of the nationsgb fell. Babylon the Great was remembered in God's presence; He gave her the cup filled with the wine of His fierce anger. 20 Every island fled, and the mountains disappeared.gc 21 Enormous hailstones, each weighing about 100 pounds,gd fell from the sky on people, and they blasphemed God for the plague of hail because that plague was extremely severe.

				A Principle to Live By - God's Patience

				[image: Getz1490.png]

				#28 We must understand that the seals, trumpets, and bowls are a series of intense 
warnings giving people an opportunity to repent before they face God's final 
judgment.  (Review Rv #34: Eternal Judgment)

				The seven bowl judgments resulted from the blowing of the seventh trumpet. The bowl judgments are much more rapid, intense, and devastating than the first six trumpets. 

				

				

				

				
					
						
								
								#

							
								
								Trumpet

							
								
								Bowl

							
						

						
								
								1st

							
								
								destroyed the foliage on earth (8:7)

							
								
								brought painful sores on unbelievers (16:2)

							
						

						
								
								2nd

							
								
								destroyed some of the life in the ocean (8:8)

							
								
								destroyed all life in the sea (16:3)

							
						

						
								
								3rd

							
								
								polluted the fresh water sources (8:10-11)

							
								
								turned fresh water sources into blood (16:4)

							
						

						
								
								4th

							
								
								clouded the earth's light source (8:12)

							
								
								intensified the sun and burned people (16:9) 

							
						

						
								
								5th

							
								
								brought unprecedented satanic oppression causing emotional anguish (9:5)

							
								
								plunged the Antichrist's kingdom into darkness that created intense physical pain (16:10)

							
						

						
								
								6th

							
								
								brought a great spiritual battle against hordes of evil forces (9:13-16)

							
								
								dried up the Euphrates River; prepared for Christ's final battle with the kings of the east, the battle of Armagedon (16:12-16)

							
						

						
								
								7th

							
								
								introduced the seven bowl judgments (11:15; 15:7)

							
								
								reconfigured earth with an earthquake and hailstones (16:17-21) 

							
						

					
				

				Though the seven plagues are increasingly harsh, the seventh being extremely severe, unbelievers still harden their hearts, actually blaspheming God. They refuse to repent (v. 21)! If they would cry out to God for mercy, acknowledging their sins, they would still be able to experience redemption through Christ's blood. The door of salvation is still open. Ironically, God is still demonstrating His grace, even in the context of His wrath. 

				Reflection and Response

				How does Peter's response to scoffers correlate with God's patience even during the series of judgments on earth?  (See 2Pt #5:Looking for Christ's Return.)

				

				

	

The Woman and the Scarlet Beast

				17 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and spoke with me:"Come, I will show you the judgment of the notorious prostitute who sits on manygewaters. 2 The kings of the earth committed sexual immorality with her, and those who live on the earth became drunk on the wine of her sexual immorality." 3 So he carried me away in the Spiritgf to a desert. I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was coveredgg with blasphemous names and had seven heads and 10 horns. 4 The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, adorned with gold, precious stones, and pearls. She had a gold cup in her hand filled with everything vile and with the impurities of her gh prostitution. 5 On her forehead a cryptic name was written:

				

				BABYLON THE GREAT
     THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES
    AND OF THE VILE THINGS OF THE EARTH.

				6 Then I saw that the woman was drunk on the blood of the •saints and on the blood of the witnesses to Jesus. When I saw her, I was greatly astonished.

				

	

The Meaning of the Woman and of the Beast

				7 Then the angel said to me,"Why are you astonished? I will tell you the •secret meaning of the woman and of the beast, with the seven heads and the 10 horns, that carries her. 8 The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to come up from the •abyss and go to destruction. Those who live on the earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world will be astonished when they see the beast that was, and is not, and will be present again.

				9 "Here is the mind with wisdom:gi The seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman is seated. 10 They are also seven kings: Five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come, and when he comes, he must remain for a little while. 11 The beast that was and is not, is himself an eighth king, yet he belongs to the seven and is going to destruction. 12 The 10 horns you saw are 10 kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but they will receive authority as kings with the beast for one hour. 13 These have one purpose, and they give their power and authority to the beast. 14 These will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will conquer them because He is Lord of lords and King of kings. Those with Him are called, chosen, and faithful."

				15 He also said to me,"The waters you saw, where the prostitute was seated, are peoples, multitudes, nations, and languages.16 The 10 horns you saw, and the beast, will hate the prostitute. They will make her desolate and naked, devour her flesh, and burn her up with fire. 17 For God has put it into their hearts to carry out His plan by having one purpose and to give their kingdomgj to the beast until God's words are accomplished. 18 And the woman you saw is the great city that has an empiregk over the kings of the earth."

				

	

The Fall of Babylon the Great

				18 After this I saw another angel with great authority coming down from heaven, and the earth was illuminated by his splendor. 2 He cried in a mighty voice:

				

				It has fallen, gl

				Babylon the Great has fallen!

				She has become a dwelling for demons,

				a haunt for every •unclean spirit,

				a haunt for every unclean bird,

				and a hauntgm for every unclean and despicable beast. gn

				3 For all the nations have drunk go

				the wine of her sexual immorality,

				which brings wrath.

				The kings of the earth

				have committed sexual immorality with her,

				and the merchants of the earth

				have grown wealthy from her excessive luxury.

				

				4 Then I heard another voice from heaven:

				

				Come out of her, My people,

				so that you will not share in her sins

				or receive any of her plagues.

				5 For her sins are piled upgp to heaven,

				and God has remembered her crimes.

				6 Pay her back the way she also paid,

				and double it according to her works.

				In the cup in which she mixed,

				mix a double portion for her.

				7 As much as she glorified herself and lived luxuriously,

				give her that much torment and grief,

				for she says in her heart,

				"I sit as a queen;

				I am not a widow,

				and I will never see grief."

				8 For this reason her plagues will come in one day —

				death and grief and famine.

				She will be burned up with fire,

				because the Lord God who judges her is mighty.

				

	

The World Mourns Babylon's Fall

				9 The kings of the earth who have committed sexual immorality and lived luxuriously with her will weep and mourn over her when they see the smoke of her burning. 10 They will stand far off in fear of her torment, saying:

				

				Woe, woe, the great city,

				Babylon, the mighty city!

				For in a single hour

				your judgment has come.

				

				11 The merchants of the earth will also weep and mourn over her, because no one buys their merchandise any longer — 12 merchandise of gold, silver, precious stones, and pearls; fine fabrics of linen, purple, silk, and scarlet; all kinds of fragrant wood products; objects of ivory; objects of expensive wood, brass,gq iron, and marble; 13 cinnamon, spice, gr, gs incense, myrrh,gt and frankincense; wine, olive oil, fine wheat flour, and grain; cattle and sheep; horses and carriages; and slavesgu and human lives.

				

				14 The fruit you craved has left you.

				All your splendid and glamorous things are gone;

				they will never find them again.

				

				15 The merchants of these things, who became rich from her, will stand far off in fear of her torment, weeping and mourning, 16 saying:

				

				Woe, woe, the great city,

				dressed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet,

				adorned with gold, precious stones, and pearls,

				17 for in a single hour

				such fabulous wealth was destroyed!

				

				And every shipmaster, seafarer, the sailors, and all who do business by sea, stood far off 18 as they watched the smoke from her burning and kept crying out:"Who is like the great city?" 19 They threw dust on their heads and kept crying out, weeping, and mourning:

				

				Woe, woe, the great city,

				where all those who have ships on the sea

				became rich from her wealth,

				for in a single hour she was destroyed.

				20 Rejoice over her, heaven,

				and you •saints, apostles, and prophets,

				because God has executed your judgment on her!gv

				

	

The Finality of Babylon's Fall

				21 Then a mighty angel picked up a stone like a large millstone and threw it into the sea, saying:

				

				In this way, Babylon the great city

				will be thrown down violently

				and never be found again.

				22 The sound of harpists, musicians,

				flutists, and trumpeters

				will never be heard in you again;

				no craftsman of any trade

				will ever be found in you again;

				the sound of a mill

				will never be heard in you again;

				23 the light of a lamp

				will never shine in you again;

				and the voice of a groom and bride

				will never be heard in you again.

				All this will happen

				because your merchants

				were the nobility of the earth,

				because all the nations were deceived

				by your sorcery,

				24 and the blood of prophets and saints,

				and of all those slaughtered on earth,

				was found in you.gw

				A Principle to Live By - Signs of the Times

				[image: Getz1491.png]

				#29 Though we are to be cautious in making specific predictions about the second coming of Jesus Christ, we are to be alert to certain signs that may signal His imminent return. 

				There are a variety of opinions regarding the interpretation of"Babylon the Great, the Mother of Prostitutes" (17:5). Though the text itself identifies this"woman" as"the great city" (17:18), some Bible scholars believe it refers to a political and religious movement. However, others believe it is the literal city of Babylon, built by Nebuchadnezzar and later captured by the Medo-Persians (Dn 4:28-30; 5:26-30). If so, ancient Babylon will be repopulated before Christ returns.  (See Is #15:Signs of the Times.)

				Jeremiah seems to specifically support this conclusion. Compare John's vision with Jeremiah's:

				
						Babylon is a cup of gold (Jr 51:7; Rv 17:4; 18:6). 

						Babylon is located on many waters (Jr 51:13; Rv 17:1). 

						Babylon will be destroyed suddenly (Jr 51:8; Rv 18:8). 

						Babylon will be destroyed by fire (Jr 51:30; Rv 17:16; 18:8). 

						Babylon will never again be rebuilt and inhabited (Jr 50:39; Rv 18:21). 

						Babylon's fall will be like a stone (Jr 51:63-64; Rv 18:21).

						God's people should flee (Jr 51:45; Rv 18:4).

						When Babylon falls, heaven will rejoice (Jr 51:48; Rv 18:20).

				

				It appears that Jeremiah and John were describing the same future event. Without question, Jeremiah was expecting the judgment against Babylon to be fulfilled in his day, though perhaps only symbolically. However, if he was also describing what John saw, he was speaking symbolically in a historical sense but literally in a prophetic sense. It follows naturally that what John saw was also literal and prophetic, especially in view of the following: 

				
						Ancient Babylon was not destroyed suddenly as prophesied by Jeremiah. Rather it was a gradual process involving several centuries.

						Ancient Babylon has remained somewhat populated over the centuries, which seems to contradict Jeremiah's prophecy. 

						God's people in ancient Babylon did not flee the city when it was captured. In fact, Daniel became one of three presidents under Darius the Mede (Dn 6:1-3). Again, this is not in harmony with Jeremiah's prophecy.

				

				It's rather remarkable that Jeremiah and John were shown almost identical events. However, it is also significant that much of what they saw has not literally come to pass. If these are correct conclusions, it seems feasible that the actual ancient city of Babylon will indeed be rebuilt at some point and will have an evil worldwide influence, which eliminates the seeming flaws in the prophecies of Jeremiah and John. This city will suddenly and completely be destroyed by the beast and 10 kings prior to Christ's return (Rv 17:16-17).

				If this is a correct interpretation of John's vision regarding"Babylon the great" (18:21), it's very important for all Christians to monitor carefully what is happening in this ancient location. For example, one of Saddam Hussein's goals was to rebuild ancient Babylon, but he was interrupted when he was deposed. 

				Reflection and Response

				When Jeremiah prophesied Babylon's demise, he also prophesied that Judah and Israel would be reunited and would enter into an everlasting covenant with God (Jr 50:4-5). This too seems to be a literal prophecy, but an event that has never happened, which leads to an important question: In what way does the rebirth of the nation Israel in a.d. 1948 potentially set the stage for Jeremiah's prophecy regarding Babylon to come true?

				

				

	

Celebration in Heaven

				19 After this I heard something like the loud voice of a vast multitude in heaven, saying:

				

				•Hallelujah!

				Salvation, glory, and power belong to our God,

				2 because His judgments are true and righteous,

				because He has judged the notorious prostitute

				who corrupted the earth with her sexual immorality;

				and He has avenged the blood of His •slaves

				that was on her hands.

				

				3 A second time they said:

				

				Hallelujah!

				Her smoke ascends forever and ever!

				

				4 Then the 24 elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who is seated on the throne, saying:

				

				•Amen! Hallelujah!

				

				5 A voice came from the throne, saying:

				

				

				Praise our God,

				all His slaves, who fear Him,

				both small and great!

				

	

Marriage of the Lamb Announced

				6 Then I heard something like the voice of a vast multitude, like the sound of cascading waters, and like the rumbling of loud thunder, saying:

				

				Hallelujah, because our Lord God, the Almighty,

				has begun to reign!

				7 Let us be glad, rejoice, and give Him glory,

				because the marriage of the Lamb has come,

				and His wife has prepared herself.

				8 She was given fine linen to wear, bright and pure.

				

				For the fine linen represents the righteous acts of the •saints.

				9 Then he said to me,"Write: Those invited to the marriage feast of the Lamb are fortunate!" He also said to me,"These words of God are true." 10 Then I fell at his feet to worship him, but he said to me,"Don't do that! I am a fellow slave with you and your •brothers who have the testimony aboutgx Jesus. Worship God, because the testimony about Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."gy

				A Principle to Live By - The Marriage of the Lamb

				[image: Getz1492.png]

				#30 As the bride of Christ—the church—we are more and more to live godly lives so as to 
be ready to be united to our heavenly bridegroom. 

				In this vision, John heard a vast multitude in heaven praising God. What John was shown next should impact the way we live our lives as members of the body of Christ. He seemingly saw two groups of people. First, there were"those invited to the marriage feast of the Lamb" (v. 9). This will apparently involve all Old Testament believers. The second group is the"wife" or bride of Christ, which refers to both Jews and Gentiles who are described in the New Testament as the church (v. 7; see also Eph 3:1-13). The Holy Spirit used a beautiful metaphor to illustrate the church—a bride who had adorned herself for her bridegroom, the Lord Jesus Christ.

				What John saw prophetically is a grand culmination of the great"mystery" that was first revealed to the apostles and New Testament prophets. Paul wrote rather extensively about this divine mystery in his letter to the Ephesians (Eph 3:2-6). Though this great mystery was unveiled in the first century, it is being prophetically revealed in John's vision, as both Jewish and Gentile believers stand"face to face" with their blessed Savior (1Co 13:12). Attending this wedding banquet are the saints of all ages, rejoicing and praising God as they participate in this glorious eternal moment. 

				The apostle Paul used a similar metaphor to describe the relationship between Christ and the church. He likened a husband to Jesus Christ and the wife to the church, and stated Christ's ultimate goal for the church:"to present the church to Himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or anything like that, but holy and blameless" (Eph 5:25-27). In this glorious future scene described in John's vision, the bride of Christ stands before her bridegroom fulfilling this goal, dressed in pure, godly righteousness (Rv 19:8).  (See Ps #43:The Bride of Christ.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does this scene in heaven demonstrate that spiritual growth and becoming mature in Christ is not only personal but also a corporate experience? 

				

				

	

The Rider on a White Horse

				11 Then I saw heaven opened, and there was a white horse. Its rider is called Faithful and True, and He judges and makes war in righteousness.12 His eyes were like a fiery flame, and many crownsgz were on His head. He had a name written that no one knows except Himself.13 He wore a robe stained with blood,ha and His name is the Word of God.14 The armies that were in heaven followed Him on white horses, wearing pure white linen. 15 A sharp hb sword came from His mouth, so that He might strike the nations with it. He will shepherdhc them with an iron scepter. He will also trample the winepress of the fierce anger of God, the Almighty. 16 And He has a name written on His robe and on His thigh:

				

				     KING OF KINGS
         AND LORD OF LORDS.

				

	

The Beast and His Armies Defeated

				17 Then I saw an angel standing onhd the sun, and he cried out in a loud voice, saying to all the birds flying high overhead,"Come, gather together for the great supper of God, 18 so that you may eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of commanders, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and of their riders, and the flesh of everyone, both free and slave, small and great."

				19 Then I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies gathered together to wage war against the rider on the horse and against His army. 20 But the beast was taken prisoner, and along with him the false prophet, who had performed the signs in his presence. He deceived those who accepted the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image with these signs. Both of them were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur.21 The rest were killed with the sword that came from the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds were filled with their flesh.

				A Principle to Live By - Imminent or Distant

				[image: Getz1493.png]

				#31 Whatever our view of Christ's return to rule and reign, we are to expect that He could remove believers from the earth at any moment. 

				Most of the events outlined thus far in the book of Revelation are significant signs pointing to Christ's return to earth. 

				
						The city of Babylon might be rebuilt and then destroyed during the great tribulation (17:16). During that time, the"beast" or the antichrist will rule alone as a powerful political and economic dictator, requiring his"mark" to"buy or sell" (13:16-18). 

						During the same period, 144,000 Jews will be proclaiming the truth regarding Jesus Christ. They'll be miraculously protected and then taken to heaven (7:4-8; 14:1-7). 

						Two witnesses will stand out as God's representatives on earth, also preaching eternal salvation. Though killed by the beast, they'll be resurrected and transported to heaven (11:1-14). 

						Christ will return to earth to wage war against"the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies" (19:19), but not before the seal, trumpet, and bowl judgments (chaps. 6–16). 

				

				In this part of John's vision, Jesus came riding on a white horse, symbolizing victory. Though this scene illustrates a victory march in a very human way, what John saw has no human comparisons since it has never taken place in history. John saw Jesus Christ returning to earth followed by a great army of people"wearing pure white linen" (19:14)—symbolizing purity and righteousness. This great army will be composed of believers who at some point ascended to heaven. Jesus will be identified as"King of kings and Lord of lords" (v. 16). He by Himself will capture the beast and the false prophet and cast them into eternal judgment. He will then, with the word of His mouth, destroy all those who have continually rejected His offer of grace and forgiveness throughout this period of great tribulation.

				In view of all these signs pointing to Christ's second coming to earth, how do we explain that other New Testament writers taught that Jesus Christ could come any time, without all of these events described in the book of Revelation taking place? In fact, New Testament believers were looking for this return as if it could happen at any moment (1Co 15:51-52; 1Th 4:13-15). Furthermore, when this happens, believers will meet Jesus in the air and return to heaven (1Th 4:16-17). In those predictions, there is no hint of these events that will immediately take place. However, when Jesus returns to earth as described in the book of Revelation, believers will return with Him as He brings judgment on unbelievers, beginning with the beast and the false prophet.

				The answer can only be that there are two events associated with Christ's second coming. The first event—often referred to as the Rapture of the church—will happen before these major signs have been completely fulfilled, whereas the second event will happen after these signs have been fulfilled.  (See Dn #14:Being Prepared.)

				Reflection and Response

				Though Christ's coming to remove believers from the earth could take place at any moment, what biblical indicators are there that should cause us to always be ready for this first event to occur? (See 2Tm 3:1-5.)

				

				

	

Satan Bound

				20 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven with the key to the •abyss and a great chain in his hand. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent who is the Devil and Satan, he and bound him for 1,000 years. 3 He threw him into the abyss, closed it, and put a seal on it so that he would no longer deceive the nations until the 1,000 years were completed. After that, he must be released for a short time.

				

	

The Saints Reign with the Messiah

				4 Then I saw thrones, and people seated on them who were given authority to judge. I also saw the peoplehf who had been beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and because of God's word, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and who had not accepted the mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with the •Messiah for 1,000 years. 5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the 1,000 years were completed. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! The second death has no powerhg over them, but they will be priests of God and of the Messiah, and they will reign with Him for 1,000 years.

				A Principle to Live By - Christ Our King

				[image: Getz1494.png]

				#32 Regardless of our view of the 1,000-year reign of Christ, as believers today we are to allow 
Jesus Christ to reign in our hearts as we carry out the Great Commission. 

				Sincere Bible-believing students of Scripture have held three major views regarding the 1,000 years or millennium mentioned five times in this passage. 

				Postmillennialism: As Christians are faithful in carrying out the Great Commission, our world culture will continue to improve as people become disciples of Jesus Christ. Faithful Christians will bring about the millennial kingdom characterized by peace and prosperity. When this happens, Christ will return to earth.

				Amillennialism: The millennial period is a spiritual kingdom in which Christ rules and reigns in the hearts of believers. All true Christians since the birth of the church are a part of this kingdom. In other words, the 1,000 years is symbolic and we are living in this time period now, waiting for Christ to return.

				Premillennialism: The millennium will be a literal, 1,000-year period. This kingdom period will be established when Jesus Christ returns to earth to rule and reign with believers from all time. The center of operation will be in Jerusalem, and the many unfulfilled Old Testament prophecies regarding Israel will be fulfilled. At the end of this 1,000 years, the world as we know it will be replaced with a new heaven and a new earth.

				Christians who hold to any one of these three views normally agree that we are to allow Jesus Christ to reign in our hearts as we engage in His work today. However, those who hold to a premillennial perspective believe that this view is more consistent with what appears to be chronological events described in John's vision, particularly beginning in chapter 17. Consequently, premillenarians assume that the 1,000 years is literal. If this perspective is correct, the following will be the case during this period of time:

				
						Satan will be bound so he cannot directly influence people (20:1-3).

						Believers of all time will reign with Jesus Christ on earth (v. 4).

						God's prophetic promises to Israel that have not been fulfilled will be fulfilled.  (See Is #3: The
Messiah's Reign, p. 911.)

				

				Reflection and Response

				Though various views exist regarding the 1,000-year period, how does Paul's ministry in Rome during his imprisonment help us maintain biblical priorities in today's world? (See Ac 28:30-31.) 

				

				

	

Satanic Rebellion Crushed

				7 When the 1,000 years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle. Their number is like the sand of the sea. 9 They came up over the surface of the earth and surrounded the encampment of the •saints, the beloved city. Then fire came down from heaven hh and consumed them.10 The Devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet are, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

				A Principle to Live By - The Wages of Sin
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				#33 We must never minimize the impact of original sin when Adam and Eve disobeyed God. 

				If Jesus Christ actually reigns on earth for 1,000 years following a period of tribulation, we see the impact of sin dramatically illustrated. Even though Satan is bound during this time, the results of sin continue to impact many human beings. Consequently, when God releases Satan from his prison, hordes of people are once again ready to follow this"ancient serpent" (v. 2). 

				This is remarkable due to the fact that these people are living on earth when Jesus Christ is ruling as King of kings and Lord of lords. They experience His righteousness and holiness and hear the message of eternal salvation—why He came into the world initially and died on the cross. We can only explain their regression by what happened when Adam and Eve disobeyed God and introduced sin into the world. 

				Unless we truly experience a heart change, we are always very vulnerable to the impact of sin. Obviously those who once again follow Satan when he is"released from prison" are responding externally to Christ's reign but not internally.

				Even today, believers are still vulnerable to the influence of sin. This is why Paul exhorted New Testament Christians—all of us—to walk in newness of life. We are to"put on the new self, the one created according to God's likeness in righteousness and purity of the truth" (Eph 4:24).  (See Eph #10:Walking in Newness of Life.)

				Reflection and Response

				How does this event described in Revelation demonstrate why all people need a Savior?  (See Rm #6:Salvation through Faith.)

				

				

	

The Great White Throne Judgment

				11 Then I saw a great white throne and One seated on it. Earth and heaven fled from His presence, and no place was found for them.12 I also saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life, and the dead were judged according to their works by what was written in the books.

				13 Then the sea gave up its dead, and Death and •Hades gave up their dead; allhi were judged according to their works. 14 Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. hj15 And anyone not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire.

				

				

				A Principle to Live By - Eternal Judgment
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				#34 As those who believe the Bible is the Word of God, we must never teach a doctrine of 
universalism—that all people will eventually go to heaven. 

				John described one of the most horrible realities in the Bible. Those who do not receive the gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ will be eternally separated from God. 

				This final judgment will take place at"a great white throne" (v. 11). God the Father and the Son occupy this throne (22:1,3). In this vision, all unbelievers are being judged according to their works, which will determine their degree of punishment. However, since their names are not in the"book of life" (20:12), they will all be separated from God eternally. 

				What is hell really like? The symbol of fire is used more than 20 times in the New Testament (e.g., Mk 9:43; Rv 20:14). Hell is also described as

				
						a place of total darkness—perhaps symbolizing horrible loneliness (Mt 22:13; 2Pt 2:17);

						a place where the worm never dies—possibly a symbol describing an accusing conscience (Is 66:24; Mk 9:44);

						a place of banishment from God's kingdom (Mt 8:12); and

						a place for weeping and gnashing of teeth—perhaps symbolizing unfulfilled lust (Mt 13:42; 24:51; 25:30; Lk 13:28).

				

				Reflection and Response

				How can we directly but sensitively communicate to all age groups both God's love for all people and His wrath on those who reject His gift of life?

				

				

	

The New Creation

				21 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea no longer existed.2 I also saw the Holy City, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride adorned for her husband.

				3 Then I heard a loud voice from the throne: hk

				

				Look! God's dwellinghl is with humanity,

				and He will live with them.

				They will be His people,

				and God Himself will be with them

				and be their God. hm

				4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes.

				Death will no longer exist;

				grief, crying, and pain will exist no longer,

				because the previous thingshn have passed away.

				

				5 Then the One seated on the throne said,"Look! I am making everything new." He also said,"Write, because these words ho are faithful and true." 6 And He said to me,"It is done! I am the •Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give water as a gift to the thirsty from the spring of life. 7 The victor will inherit these things, and I will be his God, and he will be My son. 8 But the cowards, unbelievers, hp vile, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars — their share will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death."

				A Principle to Live By - The Process of Renewal
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				#35 Though a time will come when God will make everything new, as believers we are already 
new creations in Christ and we are to become more and more like Him as we prepare to 
live in our eternal home. 

				When the apostles asked about the"sign" of Jesus' coming and"the end of the age," Jesus' answer corresponded to John's vision:"Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away" (Mt 24:3,35). Just as God initially"created the heavens and the earth" (Gn 1:1), He will replace it with"a new heaven and a new earth" (Rv 21:1).

				Peter wrote about this same awesome event, adding some specific details:

				But the Day of the Lord will come like a thief; on that day the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, the elements will burn and be dissolved, and the earth and the works on it will be disclosed. . . . But based on His promise, we wait for the new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness will dwell. (2Pt 3:10,13; see also Heb 1:10-12.) 

				What a glorious day this will be for all true believers! However, we must not forget that our new life actually began when we put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. To quote Paul,

				Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away, and look, new things have come. (2Co 5:17) 

				When we received Christ, we did not receive new bodies. However, we have received a new eternal status. When we were saved by grace through faith, God"raised us up and seated us in the heavens" with Christ (Eph 2:6; cp. Rm 8:30). 

				However, our new position does not mean that we will automatically live like Christ. Reflecting His image involves a process of renewal made possible by the indwelling Holy Spirit (Rm 8:1-4).  (See Rm #14:The Indwelling Spirit.)

				In essence, it is not God's will that we wait for the day when He makes everything new to experience transformation. The moment we become Christians, we are to grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ, preparing ourselves personally and corporately to be His perfect bride.  (Review Rv #30: The Marriage of the Lamb.)

				Reflection and Response

				How do Peter's instructions help us prepare for heaven?  (See 2Pt #6:Motivation to Holiness.)

				

				

	

The New Jerusalem

				9 Then one of the seven angels, who had held the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues, came and spoke with me:"Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb." 10 He then carried me away in the Spirithq to a great and high mountain and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 11 arrayed with God's glory. Her radiance was like a very precious stone, like a jasper stone, bright as crystal. 12 The city had a massive high wall, with 12 gates. Twelve angels were at the gates; the names of the 12 tribes of Israel's sons were inscribed on the gates. 13 There were three gates on the east, three gates on the north, three gates on the south, and three gates on the west.14 The city wall had 12 foundations, and the 12 names of the Lamb's 12 apostles were on the foundations.

				15 The one who spoke with me had a gold measuring rod to measure the city, its gates, and its wall.16 The city is laid out in a square; its length and width are the same. He measured the city with the rod at 12,000 stadia.hr Its length, width, and height are equal. 17 Then he measured its wall, 144 •cubits according to human measurement, which the angel used. 18 The building material of its wall was jasper, and the city was pure gold like clear glass.

				19 The foundations of the city wall were adorned with every kind of precious stone:

				

				the first foundation jasper,

				the second sapphire,

				the third chalcedony,

				the fourth emerald,

				20 the fifth sardonyx,

				the sixth carnelian,

				the seventh chrysolite,

				the eighth beryl,

				the ninth topaz,

				the tenth chrysoprase,

				the eleventh jacinth,

				the twelfth amethyst.

				

				21 The 12 gates are 12 pearls; each individual gate was made of a single pearl. The broad streeths of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.

				22 I did not see a sanctuary in it, because the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its sanctuary. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, because God's glory illuminates it, and its lamp is the Lamb.24 The nations ht will walk in its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. hu25 Each day its gates will never close because it will never be night there. 26 They will bring the glory and honor of the nations into it. hv27 Nothing profane will ever enter it: no one who does what is vile or false, but only those written in the Lamb's book of life.

				

	

The Source of Life

				22 Then he showed me the river hw of living water, sparkling like crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the broad street of the city. The tree of lifehx was on both sides of the river, bearing 12 kinds of fruit, producing its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree are for healing the nations, 3 and there will no longer be any curse.  (See Ps #44: A Mighty Fortress.)  The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city,hy and His •slaves will serve Him. 4 They will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads.5 Night will no longer exist, and people will not need lamplight or sunlight, because the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign forever and ever.

				A Principle to Live By - Eternal Fellowship

				#36 Though the new Jerusalem will be a magnificent place to spend eternity, we must remember that our focus will be on God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

				The new Jerusalem stands in stark contrast to Babylon: 

				

				
					
						
								
								Babylon

							
								
								New Jerusalem

							
						

						
								
								"the mother of prostitutes" (17:5)

							
								
								"the bride, the wife of the Lamb" (21:9) 

							
						

						
								
								will be utterly destroyed and"never be found again" (18:21)

							
								
								will endure forever (22:5)

							
						

						
								
								unbelieving inhabitants will be separated from God forever (19:1-3)

							
								
								inhabitants will live forever in the very presence of God 
(22:3-5) 

							
						

					
				

				(Review Rv #29: Signs of the Times.)

				While there are very competent Bible students who believe these cities are merely symbolic of believers and unbelievers, others believe they are literal cities. If so, the new Jerusalem is a huge complex inhabited by believers of all time. The gates where the names of the 12 tribes of Israel are inscribed represent Israelites who were justified by faith—who were truly circumcised in their hearts under the old covenant (Rm 2:28-29). The foundations with the names of the 12 apostles represent not only those men who founded the church but all"members of God's household"—both Jews and Gentiles—who have been saved by grace through faith under the new covenant (Eph 2:17-22). 

				The size of the city is overwhelming:"12,000 stadia" (Rv 21:16), or 1,380 miles in length, width, and height. The ground level alone will be nearly two million square miles, 3,000 times larger than London or 40 times bigger than all of England. However, if the city consists of various levels and each story equals 12 feet high—pure speculation, of course—the city would have over six hundred thousand stories, giving the city a total area nearly 6,000 times that of the whole earth including the oceans! In other words, billions of believers could inhabit the new Jerusalem.

				When Jesus told the disciples He was leaving and they became confused and troubled, He reassured them with these words:

				Your heart must not be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if not, I would have told you. I am going away to prepare a place for you. If I go away and prepare a place for you, I will come back and receive you to Myself, so that where I am you may be also. (Jn 14:1-3) 

				Is the new Jerusalem the"place" Jesus was referring to? Many believe it is. If so, the Holy City is indeed a place, not a symbol. But Jesus said more about Himself than this place. As believers, we will be with Him. His glory will far outshine the glories of the new Jerusalem—as magnificent as it is! John wrote in his Gospel, 

				This is eternal life: that they may know You, the only true God, and the One You have sent—Jesus Christ. (Jn 17:3; see also 1Jn 3:2; Col 3:4; 1Th 4:16-17.) 

				Reflection and Response

				Since we will spend eternity getting to know God the Father and Jesus Christ, how should we view our relationship with the Father and the Son today? (See Paul's prayer in Eph 1:15-19.) 

				

				

	

The Time Is Near

				6 Then he said to me,"These words are faithful and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, hz has sent His angel to show His slaves what must quickly take place."ia

				7 "Look, I am coming quickly! The one who keeps the prophetic words of this book is blessed."

				8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. When I heard and saw them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had shown them to me. 9 But he said to me,"Don't do that! I am a fellow slave with you, your •brothers the prophets, and those who keep the words of this book. Worship God." 

				A Principle to Live By - Godly Worship

				#37 Since worshiping God and the Son is one of the most prominent features of the book 
of Revelation, we should evaluate the quality of our personal and corporate 
worship.  (Review Rv #12: True Worship.)

				In John's first vision, he saw Jesus Christ and"fell at His feet like a dead man" (1:17). Here, as he recorded his final vision, he lost focus temporarily and worshiped the angel (22:8). However, this heavenly being quickly said,"Don't do that!" followed by a powerful exhortation to"worship God" and God alone (v. 9). Throughout this divine revelation, we have seen other glorious examples of worship (7:9-12; 14:3; 15:3-4; 19:4-5).  (Review Rv #23: Our Almighty God.)

				Revelation sends a powerful message for all Christians and non-Christians today. When the beast emerged, unbelievers not only worshiped this evil personage but they also worshiped Satan who"gave authority to the beast" or antichrist (13:4,8,12,15). Their doom is sure. By contrast, believers are to always worship God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This will be our glorious privilege throughout eternity. 

				Consider the world we live in. All people were created to worship, and if we do not worship God, we'll turn to various kinds of idols.  (See Ex #32:The Sin of Idolatry.)

				Reflection and Response

				In what ways are some Christians failing to worship God today—and are even guilty of various forms of idolatry?

				

				10 He also said to me,"Don't seal the prophetic words of this book, because the time is near. 11 Let the unrighteous go on in unrighteousness; let the filthy go on being made filthy; let the righteous go on in righteousness; and let the holy go on being made holy."

				12 "Look! I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me to repay each person according to what he has done. 13 I am the •Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.

				14 "Blessed are those who wash their robes,ib so that they may have the right to the tree of life and may enter the city by the gates. 15 Outside are the dogs, the sorcerers, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying.

				16 "I, Jesus, have sent My angel to attest these things to you for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright Morning Star."

				17 Both the Spirit and the bride say,"Come!" Anyone who hears should say,"Come!" And the one who is thirsty should come. Whoever desires should take the living water as a gift.

				18 I testify to everyone who hears the prophetic words of this book: If anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book. 19 And if anyone takes away from the words of this prophetic book, God will take away his share of the tree of life and the holy city, written in this book.

				20 He who testifies about these things says,"Yes, I am coming quickly."

				•Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!

				21 The grace of the Lord Jesus ic be with all the •saints. id Amen. ie

				A Principle to Live By - God's Message Today
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				#38 As we read the book of Revelation, we must carefully consider what Jesus Christ is still saying to churches today—and especially to those who are primary shepherds of God's people. 

				The book of Revelation ends where it began: with Jesus Christ speaking through an angel to John, who in turn was to relay the Lord's words to the seven churches of Asia (1:1-4a). First, Jesus' messages to the churches—and more specifically to each primary leader—were very specific, yielding at least seven powerful biblical principles that are just as relevant today as when these messages were revealed, recorded, and delivered:

				

				
					
						
								
								Letters to the Churches in:

							
								
								Principle #

							
								
								Title of Principle

							
						

						
								
								Ephesus 

								(2:1-7)

							
								
								Rv #3

							
								
								The Greatest Commands: Spiritual leaders are to teach all believers to love God and one another.

							
						

						
								
								Smyrna 

								(2:8-11)

							
								
								Rv #4

							
								
								Persecution and Suffering: As followers of Jesus Christ, we are to consider persecution as an opportunity to grow spiritually.

							
						

						
								
								Pergamum 

								(2:12-17)

							
								
								Rv #5

							
								
								False Teaching: We must always be on guard against any teaching that contradicts what we are taught in Scripture.

							
						

						
								
								Thyatira 

								(2:18-29)

							
								
								Rv #6

							
								
								Church Discipline: Spiritual leaders are responsible to confront false prophets who lead people astray.

							
						

						
								
								Sardis 

								(3:1-6)

							
								
								Rv #7

							
								
								The True Gospel: To inherit salvation, we must receive the gift of eternal life through faith and not rely on our works.

							
						

						
								
								Philadelphia 

								(3:7-13)

							
								
								Rv #8

							
								
								Our Eternal Salvation: Because of our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, verified by our good works, we should be confident that we have eternal life now and forever.

							
						

						
								
								Laodicea 

								(3:14-22)

							
								
								Rv #9

							
								
								Receiving Christ: To become authentic communities of faith, we must receive the Lord Jesus Christ and allow Him to take control of our hearts and lives.

							
						

					
				

				

				Beginning in chapter 4, Jesus' messages throughout the rest of the book are directed to all seven churches. These Principles to Live By are for believers of all time. However, one principle stands out from the very beginning and is reiterated at the end of this marvelous treatise: Since Jesus Christ could return at any moment, we are always to be ready for that great event. 

				This is where the book of Revelation ends. Jesus said:"Yes, I am coming quickly" (22:20a). 

				John then responded to these powerful words:"Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!" (22:20b).  (Review Rv #1: The Second Coming.)

				Reflection and Response

				Why do some Christians have difficulty making John's words of affirmation"Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!" their own words?
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				HCSB Bullet Notes

				The HCSB Bullet Notes are one of the unique features of the Holman Christian Standard Bible®. These notes explain frequently used biblical words or terms. These"bullet" words (for example: •abyss) are marked with a bullet only on their first occurrence in a chapter of the biblical text. Other frequently used words, like •gate, are marked with bullets only where the use of the word fits the definitions given below. 

				

				

				Abaddon A Hebrew word for either the grave or the realm of the dead

				

				Abba The Aramaic word for father

				

				abyss The bottomless pit or the depths (of the sea); it is the prison for Satan and the demons.

				

				acrostic A device in Hebrew poetry in which each verse begins with a successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet

				

				advocate The Greek word parakletos means one called alongside to help, counsel, or protect; it is used of the Holy Spirit in Jn and in 1Jn.

				

				Almighty The Hebrew word is El Shaddai; El means God, but the meaning of Shaddai is disputed; traditionally it is translated"Almighty."

				 

				Alpha and Omega The first and last letters of the Greek alphabet; it is used to refer to God the Father in Rv 1:8 and 21:6 and to Jesus, God the Son, in Rv 22:13.

				

				Amen The transliteration of a Hebrew word signifying that something is certain, valid, truthful, or faithful; it is often used at the end of biblical songs, hymns, and prayers.

				

				annihilate(d) During periods of war in Canaan and its neighboring countries, this was the destruction of a city, its inhabitants, and their possessions, including livestock.

				

				Arabah The section of the Great Rift in Palestine, extending from the Jordan Valley and the Dead Sea to the Gulf of Aqabah; the Hebrew word can also be translated as"plain," referring to any plain or to any part of the Arabah.

				

				Asaph A musician appointed by David to oversee the music used in worship at the Temple; 12 psalms are attributed to Asaph.

				

				Asherah(s)/Asherah pole(s) A Canaanite fertility goddess who was the mother of the god Baal; also the wooden poles associated with the worship of her

				 

				Ashtoreth(s) A Canaanite goddess of fertility, love, and war, who was the daughter of Asherah and consort of Baal; the plural form of her name in Hebrew is Ashtaroth.

				

				Asia A Roman province that is now part of modern Turkey; it did not refer to the modern continent of Asia.

				

				asleep A term used in reference to believers who have died

				

				atone/atonement A theological term for God's provision to deal with human sin; in the OT, it primarily means purification. In some contexts forgiveness, pardon, expiation, propitiation, or reconciliation is included. The basis of atonement is substitutionary sacrifice offered in faith. The OT sacrifices were types and shadows of the great and final sacrifice of Jesus on the cross.

				

				Baal A fertility god who was the main god of the Canaanite religion and the god of rain and thunderstorms; it is also the Hebrew word meaning"lord,"master,"owner," or"husband."

				

				Beelzebul A term of slander, which was variously interpreted"lord of flies,"lord of dung," or"ruler of demons"

				

				Bread of the Presence Bread that was offered in Yahweh's presence, that is, inside His house, not out on the altar (Lv 24:5-9)

				

				brother(s) The Greek word adelphoi can be used as a reference to males only or to groups that include males and females. It is the context of each usage that determines the proper meaning.

				

				burnt offering(s) Or holocaust; an offering completely burned to ashes; it was used in connection with worship, seeking God's favor, expiating sin, or averting judgment.

				

				cause(s) the downfall of/ cause(s) to sin The Greek word skandalizo has a root meaning of snare or trap but has no real English counterpart.

				

				centurion A Roman officer who commanded about 100 soldiers

				

				Cephas The Aramaic word for rock: it is parallel to the Greek word petros from which the English name Peter is derived.

				

				cherub(im) A class of winged angels associated with the throne of God who function as guardians and who prevented Adam and Eve from returning to the garden of Eden

				

				chief priest(s) A group of Jewish temple officers that included the high priest, captain of the temple, temple overseers, and treasurers

				

				clean When something is clean, it is holy or acceptable to God. When it is unclean, it is unholy (such as an unclean spirit). The term can be used in a ritual sense to apply to moral standards for living.

				

				company Or cohort; a Roman military unit that numbered as many as 600 men

				

				completely destroy During periods of war in Canaan and its neighboring countries, this was the destruction of a city, its inhabitants, and their possessions, including livestock.

				

				Counselor The Greek word parakletos means one called along-
side to help, counsel, or protect; it is used of the Holy Spirit in 
Jn and 1Jn.

				

				cubit(s) An OT measurement of distance that equaled about 18 inches

				

				Cush/Cushite The lands of the Nile in southern Egypt, including Nubia and Northern Sudan; also the people who lived in that region

				

				Decapolis Originally, it referred to a federation of 10 Gentile towns east of the Jordan River.

				

				denarius/denarii A small silver Roman coin, which was equal to a day's wage for a common laborer

				

				divination An attempt to foresee future events or discover hidden knowledge by means of physical objects such as water, arrows, flying birds, or animal livers

				

				drink offering(s) An offering of a specified amount of wine or beer given along with animal sacrifices; it was poured over the sacrifice before it was burned.

				

				engaged Jewish engagement was a binding agreement that could only be broken by divorce.

				

				ephod A vest-like garment extending below the waist and worn under the breastpiece; it was used by both the priests and the high priest.

				

				everyone Literally sons of man or sons of Adam

				

				family redeemer A family member who had certain obligations of marriage, redeeming an estate, and punishment of a wrongdoer 

				

				fear(s) God or the Lord/ fear of the Lord/fear Yahweh No single English word conveys every aspect of the word fear in this phrase. The meaning includes worshipful submission, reverential awe, and obedient respect to the covenant-keeping God of Israel.

				

				fellowship sacrifice(s) or offering(s) An animal offering was given to maintain and strengthen a person's relationship with God. It was not required as a remedy for impurity or sin but was an expression of thanksgiving for various blessings. An important function of this sacrifice was to provide meat for the priests and the participants in the sacrifice; also called the peace offering or the sacrifice of well-being.

				 

				

				firstfruits The agricultural products harvested first and given to God as an offering with more products to come in later harvests; it is also used as a metaphor for the first people to come to faith or for Jesus, the first person to rise from the dead, or for the Spirit who is given to believers as the first portion (or down payment) of our salvation with more to come in eternity. 

				

				gate(s) The center for community discussions, political meetings, and trying of court cases

				

				Gittith Perhaps an instrument, musical term, tune from Gath, or song for the grape harvest

				

				God Almighty The Hebrew word is El Shaddai; El means God, but the meaning of Shaddai is disputed; traditionally it is translated"Almighty."

				

				grain offering(s) An offering given along with animal sacrifices or given by itself; a portion was burnt and the priests and participant ate the remainder.

				

				guilt/guilty The liability to be punished for a fault, a sin, an act, or an omission unless there is forgiveness or atonement; the term normally concerns an objective fact, not a subjective feeling.

				

				Hades The Greek word for the place of the dead; it corresponds to the Hebrew word Sheol.

				

				Hallelujah! Or Praise the Lord!; it literally means Praise Yah! (a shortened form of Yahweh).

				

				headquarters The Latin word Praetorium was used by Greek writers for the residence of the Roman governor; it may also refer to military headquarters, the imperial court, or the emperor's guard.

				

				Hebrew Or Aramaic; the translation of this word is debated since some claim Aramaic was commonly spoken in Palestine during NT times. More recently others claim that Hebrew was the spoken language.

				

				hell/hellfire The Greek word is gehenna; it is the Aramaic term for the Valley of Hinnom on the south side of Jerusalem; formerly, it was a place of human sacrifice, and in NT times, a place for the burning of garbage; it is the place of final judgment for those rejecting Christ.

				

				Herod Name of the Idumean family ruling Palestine from 37 b.c. to a.d. 95; the main rulers from this family mentioned in the NT are:

					Herod I (37 b.c.–4 b.c.) He was also known as Herod the Great; he built the great temple in Jerusalem and massacred the male babies in Bethlehem.

					Herod Antipas (4 b.c.–a.d. 39) The son of Herod the Great; he ruled one-fourth of his father's kingdom (Galilee and Perea); he killed John the Baptist and mocked Jesus.

					Herod Agrippa I (a.d. 37–44) The grandson of Herod the Great; he beheaded James the apostle and imprisoned Peter.

				 	Herod Agrippa II (a.d. 52–ca 95) The great-grandson of Herod the Great; he heard Paul's defense.

				

				Herodians They were the political supporters of Herod the Great and his family.

				

				hidden plan Translation of the Greek word musterion; it is a secret hidden in the past but now revealed.

				

				Higgaion Term used for a musical notation, for a device denoting a pause in an instrumental interlude, or for a murmuring harp tone

				

				high place(s) An ancient place of worship most often associated with pagan religions; it was usually built on an elevated location.

				

				horn A symbol of power based on the strength of animal horns

				

				Hosanna A term of praise derived from the Hebrew word for save

				

				Host(s) Military forces consisting of God's angels, sometimes including the sun, moon, and stars, and occasionally Israel

				

				human race Literally sons of man or sons of Adam

				

				I assure you This is a phrase used only by Jesus to testify to the certainty and importance of His words; in Mt, Mk, and Lk it is literally Amen, I say to you; in Jn it is literally Amen, amen, I say to you.

				

				in this way The Greek word houtos, commonly translated in Jn 3:16 as"so" or"so much," occurs over 200 times in the NT. Almost without exception it is an adverb of manner, not degree (for example, see Mt 1:18). It only means"so much" when modifying an adjective (see Gl 3:3; Rv 16:18). Manner seems primarily in view in Jn 3:16, which explains the HCSB's rendering.

				

				Jews In Jn, the term Jews usually indicates those in Israel who were opposed to Jesus, particularly the Jewish authorities in Jerusalem who led the nation. 

				

				justification/justify/ justified The act of God as judge that declares sinners (who were in the wrong) to be right or righteous in His sight. God is just in doing this because Jesus died on the cross to take away their sins and to give them His own righteousness (2Co 5:21). The sinner receives this justification by faith and by grace when he trusts Christ's work.

				

				language(s) The Greek word glossa can refer to the tongue as the organ of speech (see Mk 7:33) or to language the tongue produces. In certain NT passages, scholars differ on whether the term refers to human languages or to ecstatic speech capable only of divine interpretation ("speaking in tongues").

				

				Leviathan Or twisting one; a mythological sea serpent or dragon associated with the chaos at creation; sometimes it is applied to an animal such as a crocodile.

				

				life/lives The same Greek word (psyche) can be translated life or soul.

				

				mankind Literally sons of man or sons of Adam

				Mary Magdalene Or Mary of Magdala; Magdala was probably a town on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee, north of Tiberias.

				

				Maskil It is from a Hebrew word meaning to be prudent or to have insight; it could also mean a contemplative, instructive, or wisdom psalm.

				

				men Literally sons of man or sons of Adam

				

				mercy seat Or place of atonement; it was the gold lid on the ark of the covenant that was first in the tabernacle and later in the temple.

				

				Messiah Or the Christ; the Greek word is Christos and means the anointed one. Where the NT emphasizes Christos as a name of our Lord or has a Gentile context,"Christ" is used. Where the NT Christos has a Jewish context, the title"Messiah" is used.

				

				Miktam A musical term of uncertain meaning; it possibly denotes a plaintive style.

				

				Milcom An Ammonite god who was the equivalent of Baal, the Canaanite storm god

				

				Molech A Canaanite god associated with death and the underworld; the worship ritual of passing someone through the fire is connected with him. This ritual could have been either fire-walking or child sacrifice.

				

				Most High The Hebrew word is Elyon; it is often used with other names of God, such as Hebrew El (God) or Yahweh (Lord); it is used to refer to God as the supreme being.

				

				Mount of Olives A mountain east of Jerusalem across the Kidron Valley

				

				mystery Translation of the Greek word musterion; it is a secret hidden in the past but now revealed.

				

				Nazarene A person from Nazareth; growing up in Nazareth was an aspect of the Messiah's humble beginnings.

				

				Negev An arid region in the southern part of Israel; the Hebrew word means south.

				

				offend(ed) The Greek word skandalizo has a root meaning of snare or trap but has no real English counterpart.

				

				offspring This term is used literally or metaphorically to refer to plants or grain, sowing or harvest, male reproductive seed, human children or physical descendants, and also to spiritual children or to Christ (see seed).

				

				One and Only Or one of a kind, or incomparable, or only begotten; the Greek word can refer to someone's only child as in Lk 7:12; 8:42; 9:38. It can also refer to someone's special child as in Heb 11:17.

				

				oracle A prophetic speech of a threatening or menacing character; it was often spoken against the nations.

				

				overseer(s) Or elder(s), or bishop(s)

				

				palace The Latin word Praetorium was used by Greek writers for the residence of the Roman governor; it may also refer to military headquarters, the imperial court, or the emperor's guard.

				

				Passover The Israelite festival celebrated on the fourteenth day of the first month, in the early spring; it was a celebration of the deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt, commemorating the final plague on Egypt when the firstborn were killed.

				

				people Literally sons of man, or sons of Adam

				

				perverted men Literally sons of Belial; in Hebrew, the basic meaning of Belial is worthless.

				

				Pharisee(s) A religious sect of Judaism that followed the whole written and oral law

				

				Pilate Pontius Pilate was governor of the province of Judea 
a.d. 26–36.

				

				Pit A term for either the grave or the realm of the dead

				

				proconsul The chief Roman government official in a senatorial province who presided over Roman court hearings

				

				propitiation The removal of divine wrath; Jesus' death is the means that turns God's wrath from the sinner.

				

				proselyte(s) A person from another race or religion who went through a prescribed ritual to become a Jew

				

				Rabbi The Hebrew word means my great one; it is used for a 
recognized teacher of the Scriptures.

				

				Rabshakeh The title of a high-ranking Assyrian official who was the chief cupbearer to the king

				

				Rahab Or boisterous one; it is the name of a mythological sea serpent or dragon defeated at the time of creation. Scripture sometimes uses the name metaphorically to describe Egypt.

				

				redemption/redeemed The deliverance from bondage by a payment or ransom (Mk 10:45; 1Pt 1:18-19)

				

				Red Sea Literally Sea of Reeds

				

				regiment Or cohort; a Roman military unit that numbered as many as 600 men

				

				restitution offering(s) An offering that was a penalty for unintentional sins, primarily committed in relation to the tabernacle or temple; it is traditionally translated trespass or guilt offering.

				

				

				sackcloth A garment made of poor quality material and worn as a sign of grief and mourning

				

				sacred bread Literally bread of presentation; these were 12 loaves of bread, representing the 12 tribes of Israel and put on the table in the holy place in the tabernacle and later in the temple. The priests ate the previous week's loaves.

				

				Sadducee(s) A religious sect of Judaism that mainly followed the first 5 books of the OT (the Torah or Pentateuch)

				

				saint(s)/sanctification/sanctify/sanctified The work of the Holy Spirit that separates believers in Jesus from the world; at the time of saving faith in Jesus, the believer is made a saint; therefore, all believers are saints. The believer participates with the Spirit in a process of transformation that continues until glorification. The goal of sanctification is progressive conformity to the image of Jesus Christ.

				

				Samaritan(s) A people of mixed, Gentile/Jewish ancestry who lived between Galilee and Judea and were hated by the Jews

				

				Sanhedrin The supreme council of Judaism; it had 70 members and was patterned after Moses' 70 elders.

				

				scribe(s) A professional group in Judaism that copied the law of Moses and interpreted it, especially in legal cases

				

				secret Translation of the Greek word musterion; it is a secret hidden in the past but now revealed.

				

				seed This term is used literally or metaphorically to refer to plants or grain, sowing or harvest, male reproductive seed, human children or physical descendants, and also to spiritual children or to Christ (Gl 3:16).

				

				Selah A Hebrew word whose meaning is uncertain; various interpretations include: (1) a musical notation, (2) a pause for silence, (3) a signal for worshipers to fall prostrate on the ground, (4) a term for the worshipers to call out, and (5) a word meaning forever.

				

				set apart for destruction During periods of war in Canaan and its neighboring countries, this was the destruction of a city, its inhabitants, and their possessions, including livestock.

				

				shekel(s) In the OT the shekel is a measurement of weight that came to be used as money, either gold or silver.

				

				Sheminith A musical term meaning instruments or on the instrument of eight strings

				

				Sheol A Hebrew word for either the grave or the realm of the dead

				

				Shinar A land in Mesopotamia, including ancient Sumer and Babylon; it is modern Iraq.

				

				sin offering(s) Or purification offering; it was the most important OT sacrifice for cleansing from impurities. It provided purification from sin and certain forms of ceremonial uncleanness.

				slave(s) The strong Greek word doulos cannot be accurately translated in English as servant or bond servant; the HCSB translates this word as slave, not out of insensitivity to the legitimate concerns of modern English speakers, but out of a commitment to accurately convey the brutal reality of the Roman empire's inhumane institution as well as the ownership called for by Christ.

				

				Son of Man Most frequent title Jesus used for Himself (Mt 8:20; see also Dn 7:13)

				

				song of ascents A term that probably refers to the songs pilgrims sang as they traveled the roads going up to worship in Jerusalem (Pss 120–134)

				

				soul The same Greek word (psyche) can be translated life or soul.

				

				stumble The Greek word skandalizo has a root meaning of snare or trap but has no real English counterpart.

				

				synagogue This is a place where the Jewish people met for prayer, worship, and teaching of the Scriptures.

				

				tabernacle(s) Or tent, or shelter; a term used for temporary 
housing.

				

				take offense The Greek word skandalizo has a root meaning of snare or trap but has no real English counterpart.

				

				tassel Fringe put on the clothing of devout Jews to remind them to keep the law

				

				temple complex In the Jerusalem temple, the complex included the sanctuary (the holy place and the holy of holies), at least 4 courtyards (for priests, Jews, women, and Gentiles), numerous gates, and several covered walkways.

				

				testimony A reference to either the Mosaic law in general or to a specific section of the law, the Ten Commandments, which were written on stone tablets and placed in the ark of the covenant (also called the ark of the testimony)

				

				Topheth A place of human sacrifice that was located outside Jerusalem in the Hinnom Valley (Jr 7:31-32)

				

				unclean When something is clean, it is holy or acceptable to God. When it is unclean, it is unholy (such as an unclean spirit). The term can be used in a ritual sense to apply to moral standards for living.

				

				Unleavened Bread A seven-day festival celebrated in conjunction with the Passover (Ex 12:1-20)

				

				Urim & Thummim Two objects used by Israelite priests to determine God's will

				

				wadi A valley, ravine, or stream that is dry except in the rainy season

				

				walk(ed)/walking A term often used in a figurative way to mean"way of life" or"behavior"

				

				wicked men Literally sons of Belial; in Hebrew, the basic meaning of Belial is worthless.

				

				wise men The Greek word is magoi; the English word"magi" is based on a Persian word. They were eastern sages who observed the heavens for signs and omens.

				

				woman When used in direct address,"Woman" was not a term of disrespect but of honor.

				

				world The organized Satanic system that is opposed to God and hostile to Jesus and His followers; it also refers to the non-Christian culture including governments, educational systems, and businesses.

				

				wormwood A small shrub that was used as a medicinal herb and noted for its bitter taste

				

				Yah/Yahweh Or The Lord; it is the personal name of God in Hebrew;"Yah" is the shortened form. Yahweh is used in places where the personal name of God is discussed (Ps 68:4) or in places of His self-identification (Is 42:8).

				

				Zion Originally a term for the fortified section of Jerusalem and then, by extension, used for the temple and the city of Jerusalem both in the present time and in the future
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				Concordance

				AARON

				Levite, brother of Moses (Ex 4:14; 6:16-20). Spokesman for Moses (4:14-16; 7:1-2). Consecrated (Ex 29) and ordained (Lv 8) as priest (Ex 28:1; 1Ch 6:49; Heb 5:1-4; 7). Made golden calf (Ex 32). Died outside the promised land (Nm 20:1-12,22-29; 33:38-39).

				ABADDON

				Your faithfulness in A?Ps 88:11

				Sheol and A lie open before the LordPr 15:11

				his name in Hebrew is A,Rv 9:11

				ABANDON

				I will a them and hide My faceDt 31:17

				certainly not a the LordJos 24:16

				Lord will not a His people,1Sm 12:22

				but if you a Him, He will a you.2Ch 15:2

				For You will not a me to Sheol;Ps 16:10

				Don’t a wisdom,Pr 4:6

				a-ed the love you had at first.Rv 2:4

				ABBA

				He said, “A, Father!Mk 14:36

				we cry out, “A, Father!”Rm 8:15

				crying, “A, Father!”Gl 4:6

				ABEL

				Shepherd, second son of Adam; brought acceptable sacrifice; was murdered (Gn 4:2-8; Mt 23:35; Heb 11:4).

				ABIGAIL

				Intelligent wife of the fool Nabal; pled for his life; 
married David after Nabal died (1Sm 25).

				ABIJAH

				1. Tragic son of King Jeroboam of Israel (1Kg 14:1,13).

				2. Son of Rehoboam, King of Judah (2Ch 13). Also known as Abijam (1Kg 15:1-8).

				ABILITY

				each according to his own a.Mt 25:15

				according to their a2Co 8:3

				ABIMELECH

				1. King of Gerar at the time of Abraham (Gn 20:1-18; 21:22-32).

				2. King of Gerar at the time of Isaac (Gn 26:1-31).

				3. Son of Gideon, tried to become king of Shechem (Jdg 9).

				ABLE

				count the stars, if you are aGn 15:5

				Moses chose a menEx 18:25

				God is a to raise up childrenMt 3:9

				Are you a to drink the cupMt 20:22

				the Lord is a to make him stand.Rm 14:4

				tempted beyond what you are a,1Co 10:13

				Now to Him who is a to doEph 3:20

				to Him who is a to protect youJd 24

				a to open the scrollRv 5:3

				ABNER

				Saul’s cousin and commander of his army (1Sm 14:50). At first supported Saul’s son Ish-bosheth (2Sm 2:8-9) but defected to David (3:6-21). Killed by Joab and mourned by David (3:22-39).

				ABOMINATION

				committed all these a-s,Lv 18:27

				imitating the a-s of the nations2Kg 16:3

				Milcom, the a of the Ammonites.2Kg 23:13

				and set up the a of desolation.Dn 11:31

				see the a that causes desolation,Mt 24:15

				

				ABOVE

				the Lord is God in heaven aDt 4:39

				the name that is a every name,Php 2:9

				Set your minds on what is a,Col 3:2

				ABRAHAM

				Born Abram son of Terah in Ur, Mesopotamia; married Sarai, then lived in Haran (Gn 11:31; Ac 7:2-4). Called to Canaan and given a promise of progeny and prosperity (Gn 12:1-3). Lied to Pharaoh in Egypt about Sarai (12:10-20). Separated from his nephew Lot (Gn 13). Rescued Lot (14:1-16) and was blessed by Melchizedek (14:17-20; Heb 7:1-10). God declared him righteous because of his faith (Gn 15:6; Rm 4:3,20-22; Gl 3:6; Jms 2:23).

				Fathered Ishmael by Hagar (Gn 16). Name changed (17:5); circumcised (17:9-27; Rm 4:9-12). Visited by angels (Gn 18); promised a son with Sarah (18:9-14; cp. 17:15-19). Lied to Abimelech in Gerar about Sarah (Gn 20). Fathered Isaac (21:1-7). Sent Hagar away at Sarah’s request (21:8-14). Tested by God concerning Isaac (Gn 22; Heb 11:17-19; Jms 2:21-24). Buried Sarah at Machpelah (Gn 23). Sent servant to find wife for Isaac (24:1-9). Died and was buried with Sarah (25:7-11).

				God promised a covenant with Abraham, then made it and confirmed it (Gn 12:1-3; 13:14-17; 15; 17; 22:15-18). It was the basis of future blessings for many people (Ex 2:24; Lv 26:42; 2Kg 13:23; Ps 105:6-11; Ac 3:25).

				ABSALOM

				Son of David by Maacah (2Sm 3:3). Known for his looks and hair (14:25-26). Killed Amnon for raping Tamar and was banished by David (2Sm 13). Reinstated by David at Joab’s insistence (2Sm 14). Rebelled, ousted David (2Sm 15–17). Killed by Joab (18:9-15) despite David’s warning (18:5). Greatly mourned by David (18:33–19:4).

				ABSENT

				a in body but present in spirit,1Co 5:3

				I may be a in body, butCol 2:5

				ABSTAIN

				he is to a from wine and beer.Nm 6:3

				a from food offered to idols,Ac 15:29

				a from fleshly desires1Pt 2:11

				ABUNDANCE

				Seven years of great aGn 41:29

				bearing spices, gold in great a,1Kg 10:2

				have life and have it in a.Jn 10:10

				ABUNDANTLY

				This Spirit He poured out on us aTi 3:6

				ABUSED

				a her all nightJdg 19:25

				ABYSS

				not to banish them to the a.Lk 8:31

				Who will go down into the a?Rm 10:7

				ACCEPT

				Should we a only good from GodJb 2:10

				the Lord a-ed Job’s prayer.Jb 42:9

				My son, if you a my wordsPr 2:1

				A my instructionPr 8:10

				Not everyone can a this saying,Mt 19:11

				a one another,Rm 15:7

				a-ing one anotherEph 4:2; Col 3:13

				ACCEPTABLE

				the meditation of my heart be aPs 19:14

				Look, now is the a time;2Co 6:2

				spiritual sacrifices a to God1Pt 2:5

				ACCEPTANCE

				and deserving of full a:1Tm 1:15

				ACCESS

				we both have a by one SpiritEph 2:18

				ACCOMPANY

				signs will a those who believe:Mk 16:17

				ACCOMPLISH

				it will a what I please,Is 55:11

				I watch over My word to a it.”Jr 1:12

				ACCORDING

				be done to me a to your word.Lk 1:38

				who do not walk a to the fleshRm 8:4

				ask anything a to His will,1Jn 5:14

				were judged a to their worksRv 20:12

				ACCOUNT (v)

				a for every careless wordMt 12:36

				ACCUSATION

				Who can bring an aRm 8:33

				an a against an elder1Tm 5:19

				ACCUSE

				He will not always a usPs 103:9

				standing at his right side to aZch 3:1

				in order to a HimMt 12:10; Mk 3:2

				They began to a Him,Lk 23:2

				Your a-r is Moses,Jn 5:45

				ACHAN

				Sinned at Jericho; stoned (Jos 7; 1Ch 2:7).

				ACHISH

				King of Gath before whom David feigned madness (1Sm 21:10-15). Later, he favored David (1Sm 27–29).

				ACKNOWLEDGE

				Then I a-d my sin to YouPs 32:5

				I will also a him before My 
Father in heavenMt 10:32

				ACQUIRE

				A wisdomPr 16:16

				ACQUIT

				I know You will not a me.Jb 9:28

				ACT (n)

				an outstretched arm and great a-s  Ex 6:6

				deeds and mighty a-s like Yours?Dt 3:24

				this woman was caught in the aJn 8:4

				ACT (v)

				trust in Him, and He will a,Ps 37:5

				these words of Mine and a-sMt 7:24

				I had a-ed in unbelief,1Tm 1:13

				ACTION

				a-s are weighed by Him.1Sm 2:3

				get your minds ready for a,1Pt 1:13

				ADAM

				First man. Created by God (Gn 1:26-27; 2:7). Named animals (2:18-20). Given Eve (2:21-25). Failed to obey and was evicted (1:15-17; 3:6-24; Rm 5:14; 1Co 15:22). Died at 930 years (Gn 5:3-5).

				ADD

				no a-ing to it or taking from it.Ec 3:14

				Can any of you a a single cubitMt 6:27

				about 3,000 people were a-edAc 2:41

				ADDICTED

				not a to wine,1Tm 3:3; Ti 1:7

				ADMINISTRATION

				the a of the mysteryEph 3:9

				ADMONISHING

				teaching and a one anotherCol 3:16

				ADONIJAH

				Son of David (2Sm 3:4). Conspired for the throne and was executed by Solomon (1Kg 1–2).

				ADOPTION

				but you received the Spirit of a,Rm 8:15

				that we might receive a as sons.Gl 4:5

				ADORN

				A yourself with majestyJb 40:10

				as a bride a-s herselfIs 61:10

				it was a-ed with beautiful stonesLk 21:5

				a the teaching of God our SaviorTi 2:10

				a-ed with gold, precious stones,Rv 17:4

				a bride a-ed for her husband.Rv 21:2

				ADORNMENT

				life for you and a for your neck.Pr 3:22

				ADULTERER

				both the a and the adulteressLv 20:10

				a-’s eye watches for twilight,Jb 24:15

				you associate with a-s.Ps 50:18

				the land is full of a-s;Jr 23:10

				idolaters, a-s, male prostitutes,1Co 6:9

				judge immoral people and a-s.Heb 13:4

				ADULTERESS

				both the adulterer and the aLv 20:10

				an a goes after your very life.Pr 6:26

				This is the way of an a: she eatsPr 30:20

				they are a-esEzk 23:45

				A-es! Do you not knowJms 4:4

				ADULTEROUS

				You a wife,Ezk 16:32

				An evil and a generationMt 12:39; 16:4

				this a and sinful generation,Mk 8:38

				ADULTERY

				Do not commit a.Ex 20:14; Dt 5:18

				already committed a with herMt 5:28

				marries another, commits a.Mt 19:9

				do not commit a; do not steal;Mt 19:18

				brought a woman caught in a,Jn 8:3

				who said, Do not commit a, alsoJms 2:11

				ADVANTAGE

				the a of wisdomEc 10:10

				So what a does the Jew have?Rm 3:1

				ADVERSARY

				You exalt me above my a-ies;Ps 18:48

				give the a no opportunity1Tm 5:14

				Your a the Devil is prowling1Pt 5:8

				ADVERSITY

				life and prosperity, death and a.Dt 30:15

				ADVICE

				rejected the elders’ a2Ch 10:13

				not follow the a of the wicked,Ps 1:1

				ADVISERS

				with many a they succeed.Pr 15:22

				ADVOCATE

				we have an a with the Father1Jn 2:1

				AFFECTION

				limited by your own a-s.2Co 6:12

				with the a of Christ Jesus.Php 1:8

				AFFLICT

				Egyptians mistreated and a-ed us,Dt 26:6

				Evildoers will not a them2Sm 7:10

				He was oppressed and a-ed,Is 53:7

				Though I have a-ed you, I will 
a you no longer.Nah 1:12

				you who are a-ed, along with us.2Th 1:7

				destitute, a-ed, and mistreated.Heb 11:37

				AFFLICTED (n)

				He heard the outcry of the aJb 34:28

				AFFLICTION

				fruitful in the land of my a.Gn 41:52

				Lord saw that the a of Israel2Kg 14:26

				Consider my a and trouble,Ps 25:18

				He does not enjoy bringing aLm 3:33

				a-s are waiting for meAc 20:23

				a produces endurance,Rm 5:3

				momentary light a is producing2Co 4:17

				AFRAID

				I was a because I was naked,Gn 3:10

				not be a, Abram. I am your shieldGn 15:1

				he was a to look at God.Ex 3:6

				Do not be a, alarmed, or terrifiedDt 20:3

				Do not be a or discouraged,Jos 1:9

				of whom should I be a?Ps 27:1

				When I am a, I will trust in You.Ps 56:3

				She is not a for her householdPr 31:21

				I will trust Him and not be a.Is 12:2

				don’t be a to take MaryMt 1:20

				Jesus told them, “Do not be a.Mt 28:10

				Do not be a, Mary,Lk 1:30

				angel said to them, “Don’t be a,Lk 2:10

				they were a of the people.Lk 22:2

				It is I. Don’t be a!Jn 6:20

				they were a of the Jews,Jn 9:22

				AGABUS

				Early church prophet (Ac 11:28; 21:10).

				AGAG

				Amalekite king spared by Saul, executed by Samuel (1Sm 15).

				AGAINST

				who is not with Me is a Me,Mt 12:30

				whoever is not a us is for us.Mk 9:40

				If God is for us, who is a us?Rm 8:31

				AGONY

				a like a woman in labor.Jr 22:23

				I am in a in this flame!Lk 16:24

				AGREE

				If two of you on earth aMt 18:19

				but the testimonies did not a.Mk 14:56

				Why did you a to test the SpiritAc 5:9

				I a with the law that it is goodRm 7:16

				AGREEMENT

				making a binding a in writingNeh 9:38

				we have made an a with Sheol;Is 28:15

				a does Christ have with Belial?2Co 6:15

				these three are in a.1Jn 5:8

				AGRIPPA

				Herodian king who heard Paul’s testimony (Ac 25–26).

				AHAB

				Son of Omri, king of Israel (1Kg 16:28–22:40). Married Jezebel and promoted baalism (16:31-33). Killed Naboth (21:1-14). Condemned by Elijah (18:18; 21:17-24) and other prophets (20:35-43; 22:19-28). Died in disguise in battle (22:29-40).

				AHASUERUS

				King of Persia, son of Darius and grandson of Cyrus. Greek name is Xerxes. Dismissed Vashti and married Esther (Est 1–2). Signed Haman’s decree (Est 3) 
then was convinced by Esther to reverse it and hang Haman (Est 4–7) and allow the Jews to defend themselves (Est 8–9).

				AHAZ

				Idolatrous king of Judah (2Kg 16:2-4). Son of Jotham. Attacked by Aram and Israel (16:5-6; 2Ch 28:5-7). Refused Isaiah’s advice and turned to Assyria for help (Is 7). Not buried among the kings (2Ch 28:27).

				AHAZIAH

				1. Son of Ahab; king of Israel (1Kg 22:40). Injured in a fall; condemned by Elijah for seeking Baal (2Kg 1:2-17).

				2. Son of Jehoram; king of Judah (2Kg 8:25-27). Mortally wounded by Jehu while visiting King Joram of Israel (9:27).

				AHEAD

				sending My messenger a of You;Mt 11:10

				reaching forward to what is a,Php 3:13

				AHIJAH

				1. Priest at the time of Saul (1Sm 14:3-4,18).

				2. Prophet from Shiloh to Jeroboam (1Kg 11:29-39).

				AI

				Bethel on the west and A on theGn 12:8

				they fled from the men of A.Jos 7:4

				AIJALON

				moon, over the valley of A.Jos 10:12

				A with its pasturelands,Jos 21:24

				AIR

				box like one who beats the a.1Co 9:26

				meet the Lord in the a;1Th 4:17

				poured out his bowl into the a,Rv 16:17

				ALABASTER

				an a jarMt 26:7; Mk 14:3

				ALARM

				sound the a on My holy mountain!Jl 2:1

				ALARMED

				and rumors of wars, don’t be a;Mk 13:7

				ALERT

				be a, since you don’t knowMt 24:42

				Be a, stand firm in the faith,1Co 16:13

				stay a in this, with all perseveranceEph 6:18

				Be sober! Be on the a!1Pt 5:8

				ALIEN

				I am a resident a among you.Gn 23:4

				the land where you live as an a,Gn 28:4

				if you no longer oppress the a,Jr 7:6

				His descendants would be a-sAc 7:6

				I urge you as a-s1Pt 2:11

				ALIENATED

				are a from Christ;Gl 5:4

				you were once a and hostileCol 1:21

				ALIVE

				to keep them a with you.Gn 6:19

				when they heard that He was aMk 16:11

				He also presented Himself aAc 1:3

				dead to sin, but a to GodRm 6:11

				in Christ all will be made a.1Co 15:22

				made us a with the MessiahEph 2:5

				He made you a with HimCol 2:13

				Then we who are still a1Th 4:17

				made a in the spiritual realm.1Pt 3:18

				but look—I am a foreverRv 1:18

				ALL

				with a your heart, with a your soul, 
and with a your strength.Dt 6:5

				search for Me with a your heart.Jr 29:13

				love the Lord ... with a your heart,Lk 10:27

				A have turned away,Rm 3:12

				a have sinned and fall shortRm 3:23

				He died to sin once for a;Rm 6:10

				I am able to do a thingsPhp 4:13

				A Scripture is inspired by God2Tm 3:16

				but a to come to repentance.2Pt 3:9

				ALLIANCE

				Solomon made an a with Pharaoh1Kg 3:1

				they will form an a,Dn 11:6

				ALLOTMENT

				Israel according to their a-s:Jos 12:7

				ALLOW

				will not a Your Faithful One toPs 16:10

				A it for now,Mt 3:15

				a Your Holy One to see decay.Ac 2:27

				will not a you to be tempted1Co 10:13

				ALMIGHTY

				I am God A.Gn 17:1

				Isaac, and Jacob as God A,Ex 6:3

				dwells in the shadow of the A.Ps 91:1

				holy, holy, holy, Lord God, the A,Rv 4:8

				God, the A, has begun to reign!Rv 19:6

				ALONE

				not good for the man to be a.Gn 2:18

				man does not live on bread aDt 8:3

				I a am left,1Kg 19:10

				Against You—you a—Ps 51:4

				the Lord a will be exaltedIs 2:11

				Man must not live on bread aMt 4:4

				Who can forgive sins but God a?Mk 2:7

				by works and not by faith a.Jms 2:24

				ALPHA

				the A and the Omega,Rv 1:8; 21:6; 22:13

				ALREADY

				has a committed adulteryMt 5:28

				A you are full! A you are rich!1Co 4:8

				he is a in the world now.1Jn 4:3

				ALTAR

				Noah built an a to the Lord.Gn 8:20

				Isaac and placed him on the a,Gn 22:9

				construct the a of acacia wood.Ex 27:1

				tear down their a-s,Ex 34:13

				take hold of the horns of the a.1Kg 1:50

				leave your gift ... in front of the a.Mt 5:24

				takes an oath by the a,Mt 23:18

				when he offered Isaac ... on the a?Jms 2:21

				I saw under the a the soulsRv 6:9

				ALWAYS

				my sin is a before me.Ps 51:3

				You a have the poor with you,Mt 26:11

				I am with you a,Mt 28:20

				Rejoice in the Lord a.Php 4:4

				a be ready to give a defense1Pt 3:15

				AM see I AM

				AMASA

				David’s nephew; commander of Absalom’s army (2Sm 17:25). Reinstated by David (19:13). Killed by Joab (20:10).

				AMAZED

				a and asked, “What kind of manMt 8:27

				He was a at their unbelief.Mk 6:6

				they were astounded and a,Ac 2:7

				AMAZIAH

				Son of Joash; king of Judah. Defeated Edom but adopted their gods (2Ch 25:11-14). Rejected God’s rebuke, challenged King Jehoash of Israel, and was defeated (26:15-24). Killed by a conspiracy (26:27).

				AMBASSADOR

				we are a-s for Christ;2Co 5:20

				For this I am an a in chains.Eph 6:20

				AMBUSH

				Set an a behind the city.Jos 8:2

				set up an a around Gibeah.Jdg 20:29

				AMEN

				all the people will reply, ‘A!’Dt 27:15

				Lord be praised forever. A and a.Ps 89:52

				The A, the faithful and trueRv 3:14

				A! Come, Lord Jesus!Rv 22:20

				AMNON

				Oldest son of David (2Sm 3:2). Raped his sister Tamar; killed by Absalom (2Sm 13).

				AMON

				Son of Manasseh; king of Judah; killed by his servants (2Kg 21:18-26).

				AMOS

				Prophet against moral decay in Israel under Jeroboam II (Am 5:24).

				ANANIAS

				1. Lied about gift to the church at Jerusalem and died (Ac 5:1-6).

				2. Disciple in Damascus who visited Paul (Ac 9:10-19).

				3. High priest at Paul’s arrest (Ac 23:1-5; 24:1).

				ANCESTORS

				from the day their a came out2Kg 21:15

				returned to the sins of their aJr 11:10

				ANCHOR

				sure and firm a of the soulHeb 6:19

				ANCIENT

				Will you continue on the a pathJb 22:15

				Rise up, a doors!Ps 24:7,9

				Ask about the a paths:Jr 6:16

				the A of Days took His seat.Dn 7:9

				since a times, MosesAc 15:21

				if He didn’t spare the a world,2Pt 2:5

				seized the dragon, that a serpentRv 20:2

				ANDREW

				Apostle; fisherman; Peter’s brother (Mt 4:18; 10:2; Mk 1:16,29; 3:18; 13:3; Lk 6:14; Jn 1:35-44; 6:8-9; 12:12; Ac 1:13).

				ANGEL

				two a-s entered SodomGn 19:1

				A of the Lord called to himGn 22:11

				He will send His a before you,Gn 24:7

				a-s were going up and downGn 28:12

				God sent an a to Jerusalem1Ch 21:15

				a of the Lord encamps aroundPs 34:7

				He will give His a-s ordersPs 91:11

				Praise the Lord, all His a-sPs 103:20

				My God sent His a and shutDn 6:22

				Jacob struggled with the AHs 12:4

				a of the Lord suddenly appearedMt 2:13

				He will give His a-s ordersMt 4:6

				their a-s continually viewMt 18:10

				a said to them, “Don’t be afraidLk 2:10

				the a-s of God ascendingJn 1:51

				we will judge a-s1Co 6:3

				disguised as an a of light.2Co 11:14

				even if we or an a from heavenGl 1:8

				the worship of a-s,Col 2:18

				some have welcomed a-s as guestsHeb 13:2

				A-s desire to look into1Pt 1:12

				if God didn’t spare the a-s2Pt 2:4

				To the a of the church inRv 2–3

				ANGER

				gracious God, slow to aEx 34:6

				Lord’s a burned against IsraelJdg 2:14

				His a may ignite at any moment.Ps 2:12

				For His a lasts only a moment,Ps 30:5

				A gentle answer turns away a,Pr 15:1

				sun go down on your a,Eph 4:26

				So I swore in My a,Heb 3:11

				slow to speak, and slow to a,Jms 1:19

				winepress of the fierce a of God,Rv 19:15

				ANGRY

				the Son, or He will be a,Ps 2:12

				Be a and do not sin;Ps 4:4

				who is a with his brotherMt 5:22

				Be a and do not sin.Eph 4:26

				ANGUISH

				He will see it out of His a,Is 53:11

				ANIMAL

				Lord God formed ... each wild aGn 2:19

				every a of the forest is Mine,Ps 50:10

				cares about his a-’s health,Pr 12:10

				four-footed a-s and reptilesAc 10:12

				ANNIHILATE

				a all the Jewish peopleEst 3:13

				ANNOUNCE

				I a them to you before they occurIs 42:9

				feet of those who a the gospelRm 10:15

				ANOINT

				A Aaron and his sonsEx 30:30

				The Lord a-ed you king1Sm 15:17

				You a my head with oil;Ps 23:5

				a-ed My body in advanceMk 14:8

				a-ed Me to preach good newsLk 4:18

				You didn’t a My head with oil,Lk 7:46

				a-ed Jesus’ feet,Jn 12:3

				against ... Jesus, whom You a-ed,Ac 4:27

				pray over him after a-ing himJms 5:14

				ANOINTED (adj)

				If the a priest sins,Lv 4:3

				he will walk before My a one1Sm 2:35

				Do not touch My a ones1Ch 16:22

				against the Lord and His A One:Ps 2:2

				Do not touch My a ones,Ps 105:15

				an a guardian cherub,Ezk 28:14

				These are the two a ones,Zch 4:14

				ANOINTED (n)

				lift my hand against ... Lord’s a.1Sm 24:6

				ANOINTING (n)

				an a from the Holy One,1Jn 2:20

				His a teaches you1Jn 2:27

				ANOTHER

				Let a praise you, and not yourPr 27:2

				I will not give My glory to a.Is 48:11

				He will give you a CounselorJn 14:16

				not that there is a gospel,Gl 1:7

				ANSWER (n)

				A gentle a turns away anger,Pr 15:1

				a of the tongue is from the LordPr 16:1

				who gives an a before he listensPr 18:13

				were astounded at ... His a-s.Lk 2:47

				ANSWER (v)

				He a-ed him with fire1Ch 21:26

				Don’t a a fool according toPr 26:4

				ANT

				Go to the a, you slacker!Pr 6:6

				ANTICHRIST

				heard, “A is coming,” even now 
many a-s have come.1Jn 2:18

				He is the a, the one who denies1Jn 2:22

				spirit of the a; you have heard1Jn 4:3

				This is the deceiver and the a.2Jn 7

				ANTIOCH

				first called Christians in A.Ac 11:26

				reached A in Pisidia.Ac 13:14

				ANXIOUS

				don’t be a.Lk 12:29

				ANYTHING

				Is a impossible for the Lord?Gn 18:14

				Is a too difficult for Me?Jr 32:27

				A you ask the FatherJn 16:23

				APART

				Set a for Me Barnabas and SaulAc 13:2

				a from the law ... righteousness hasRm 3:21

				from my mother’s womb set me aGl 1:15

				set a the Messiah as Lord1Pt 3:15

				APOLLOS

				Alexandrian Jew, became a Christian apologist after being instructed in doctrine by Priscilla and Aquila in Ephesus (Ac 18:24-28). Was popular like Paul and Peter (1Co 1:12) but not a rival (3:5-6,22; 4:6; 16:12; Ti 3:13).

				APOSTASY

				a-ies will reprimand you.Jr 2:19

				save them from all their a-iesEzk 37:23

				I will heal their a;Hs 14:4

				unless the a comes first2Th 2:3

				APOSTLE

				the names of the 12 a-s:Mt 10:2

				I am an a to the Gentiles,Rm 11:13

				first a-s, second prophets,1Co 12:28

				unworthy to be called an a,1Co 15:9

				some to be a-s, some prophets,Eph 4:11

				Jesus, the a and high priestHeb 3:1

				APOSTLESHIP

				We have received grace and aRm 1:5

				you are the seal of my a1Co 9:2

				Peter in the a to the circumcisedGl 2:8

				APPEAL (v)

				I a to Caesar!Ac 25:11

				God is a-ing through us,2Co 5:20

				I a, instead, on the basis of love.Phm 9

				APPEAR

				the Lord a-ed to AbramGn 12:7

				sign of the Son of Man will aMt 24:30

				all a before the judgment seat2Co 5:10

				until the a-ing of our Lord1Tm 6:14

				hope and the a-ing of the gloryTi 2:13

				will a a second time,Heb 9:28

				APPEARANCE

				Do not look at his a1Sm 16:7

				no a that we should desire Him.Is 53:2

				judging according to outward a-s;Jn 7:24

				APPETITE

				A worker’s a works for himPr 16:26

				yet the a is never satisfied.Ec 6:7

				Lord Christ but their own a-s,Rm 16:18

				APPLE

				Guard me as the a of Your eye;Ps 17:8

				like golden a-s on a silver tray.Pr 25:11

				APPOINT

				These are the Lord’s a-ed times,Lv 23:4

				A a king for them.1Sm 8:22

				I will a peace as your guardIs 60:17

				A harvest is also a-ed for you,Hs 6:11

				the Lord a-ed a great fishJnh 1:17

				He also a-ed 12Mk 3:14

				God did not a us to wrath,1Th 5:9

				He has a-ed heir of all thingsHeb 1:2

				it is a-ed for people to die onceHeb 9:27

				APPROACH

				let us a the throne of graceHeb 4:16

				APPROVED

				and a by men.Rm 14:18

				just as we have been a by God1Th 2:4

				to present yourself a to God,2Tm 2:15

				by it our ancestors were a.Heb 11:2

				AQUILA

				Husband of Priscilla; tentmaker; Jewish Christian; teacher; co-worker with Paul (Ac 18:2,18,26; Rm 16:3; 1Co 16:19; 2Tm 4:19).

				ARABAH

				in the A opposite Suph,Dt 1:1

				the Sea of the A (the Dead Sea)Jos 3:16

				along the route to the A,2Kg 25:4

				a dry land, a wilderness, an A.Jr 50:12

				and goes down to the A.Ezk 47:8

				ARARAT

				on the mountains of A.Gn 8:4

				ARAUNAH

				Man whose threshing floor David bought (2Sm 24:15-25); also called Ornan (1Ch 21:15-28); threshing floor became site of the temple (1Ch 22:1; 2Ch 3:1).

				ARCHANGEL

				a shout, with the a-’s voice,1Th 4:16

				Michael the a,Jd 9

				ARCHER

				the a-s caught up with him1Sm 31:3

				The a-s shot King Josiah,2Ch 35:23

				like an a who wounds everyonePr 26:10

				ARCHITECT

				whose a and builder is God.Heb 11:10

				ARGUE

				Pharisees ... to a with Him,Mk 8:11

				don’t a about doubtful issues.Rm 14:1

				without grumbling and a-ing,Php 2:14

				ARGUMENT

				Hear now my a,Jb 13:6

				Then an a started among themLk 9:46

				We demolish a-s2Co 10:4

				deceive you with empty a-s,Eph 5:6

				deceive you with persuasive a-s.Col 2:4

				holy hands without anger or a.1Tm 2:8

				ARISE

				God a-s. His enemies scatter,Ps 68:1

				A, my darling. Come away,Sg 2:10

				A, shine, for your light has comeIs 60:1

				false prophets will aMt 24:24

				ARK

				Make ... an a of gofer wood.Gn 6:14

				make an a of acacia wood,Ex 25:10

				Put the tablets ... into the a.Ex 25:16

				The a of God was captured,1Sm 4:11

				Nothing was in the a except1Kg 8:9

				the day Noah boarded the a.Mt 24:38

				ARM (n)

				a strong hand and an outstretched a,Dt 4:34

				underneath are the everlasting a-s.Dt 33:27

				Do you have an a like God’s?Jb 40:9

				a-s can bend a bow of bronze.Ps 18:34

				taking them in His a-s,Mk 10:16

				who has the a of the Lord 
been revealed to?Jn 12:38

				ARMAGEDON

				place called in Hebrew A.Rv 16:16

				ARMOR

				through the joints of his a.1Kg 22:34

				Put on the full a of GodEph 6:11

				ARMY

				chariots and his a into the sea;Ex 15:4

				commander of the Lord’s a.Jos 5:14

				defied the a-ies of the living God.1Sm 17:36

				a great a, like an a of God.1Ch 12:22

				Though an a deploy against me,Ps 27:3

				king is not saved by a large a;Ps 33:16

				Jerusalem surrounded by a-ies,Lk 21:20

				The a-ies that were in heavenRv 19:14

				on the horse and against His a.Rv 19:19

				ARREST

				Herod had a-ed John,Mt 14:3

				looking for a way to a Him,Mt 21:46

				hold of Jesus, and a-ed Him.Mt 26:50

				he proceeded to a Peter too,Ac 12:3

				ARROGANCE

				your a have reached My ears,2Kg 19:28

				A leads to nothing but strife,Pr 13:10

				you boast in your a.Jms 4:16

				ARROGANT

				a people have attacked me;Ps 86:14

				an a spirit before a fall.Pr 16:18

				Do not be a, but be afraid.Rm 11:20

				ARROW

				I will shoot three a-s beside it1Sm 20:20

				a-s of the Almighty have piercedJb 6:4

				the a that flies by day,Ps 91:5

				a-s in the hand of a warriorPs 127:4

				He made me like a sharpened a;Is 49:2

				Their tongues are deadly a-sJr 9:8

				extinguish the flaming a-sEph 6:16

				ARTAXERXES

				King of Persia who allowed Ezra to rebuild the temple (Ezr 6:14; 7:1-26) and Nehemiah to rebuild the wall of Jerusalem (Neh 2:1-6).

				ARTEMIS

				Greek goddess (Ac 19:24-35).

				ASA

				Son of Abijam; king of Judah (1Kg 15:8). Instituted reforms (15:13). Rebuked for relying on Aram for military help and on doctors for healing rather than on the Lord (2Ch 16:1-12).

				ASCEND

				Who may a the mountainPs 24:3

				No one has a-ed into heavenJn 3:13

				observe the Son of Man a-ingJn 6:62

				not yet a-ed to the Father.Jn 20:17

				same as the One who a-edEph 4:10

				ASCRIBE

				a to the Lord glory 
and strength.1Ch 16:28; Ps 96:7

				A power to God.Ps 68:34

				ASENATH

				Wife of Joseph (Gn 41:45,50; 46:20).

				ASHAMED

				Jacob will no longer be aIs 29:22

				is a of Me and of My wordsMk 8:38

				I am not a of the gospel,Rm 1:16

				don’t be a of the testimony2Tm 1:8

				who doesn’t need to be a,2Tm 2:15

				not a to call them brothers,Heb 2:11

				is not a to be called their God,Heb 11:16

				ASHER

				Jacob’s eighth son, born of Zilpah (Gn 30:13; 35:26). The tribe’s territory was in the northwest on the Phoenician coast (Jos 19:24-31). Also, a town (17:7).

				ASHERAH

				cut down the A pole beside it.Jdg 6:25

				and the 400 prophets of A1Kg 18:19

				an obscene image of A.2Ch 15:16

				ASHES

				even though I am dust and aGn 18:27

				Tamar put a on her head2Sm 13:19

				the a spilled off the altar,1Kg 13:5

				put on sackcloth and a,Est 4:1

				repent in dust and a.Jb 42:6

				a crown of beauty instead of a,Is 61:3

				put on sackcloth, and sat in a.Jnh 3:6

				in sackcloth and a long ago!Mt 11:21

				ASIA

				prevented from speaking ... in ... A.Ac 16:6

				churches in the province of A.Rv 1:4

				ASIDE

				Do not turn a to the right orDt 28:14

				Everyone has turned a;Ps 53:3

				let us lay a every weightHeb 12:1

				ASK

				When your children a you,Ex 12:26

				When your son a-s youDt 6:20

				A of Me, and I will makePs 2:8

				Two things I a of You;Pr 30:7

				sought by those who did not a;Is 65:1

				Give to the one who a-s you,Mt 5:42

				you need before you a Him.Mt 6:8

				Keep a-ing, and it will be givenMt 7:7

				Holy Spirit to those who aLk 11:13

				A and you will receive,Jn 16:24

				the Jews a for signs1Co 1:22

				You a and don’t receive because 
you a wrongly,Jms 4:3

				ASLEEP

				The child is not dead but a.Mk 5:39

				as they were sailing He fell a.Lk 8:23

				Lazarus has fallen a,Jn 11:11

				We will not all fall a,1Co 15:51

				concerning those who are a,1Th 4:13

				ASSEMBLE

				a the whole communityLv 8:3

				A on the mountains of SamariaAm 3:9

				to gather nations, to a kingdoms,Zph 3:8

				to a them for the battleRv 16:14

				ASSEMBLY

				sacred a on the first day and another 
sacred a on the seventh.Ex 12:16

				the a in front of the rock,Nm 20:10

				His praise in the a of the godly.Ps 149:1

				the a was divided.Ac 23:7

				the a of the firstbornHeb 12:23

				ASSOCIATE

				you a with adulterers.Ps 50:18

				Don’t a with those who drinkPr 23:20

				don’t a with rebels,Pr 24:21

				a with the humble.Rm 12:16

				not to a with anyone who bears 
the name of brother1Co 5:11

				don’t a with him,2Th 3:14

				ASSURANCE

				Holy Spirit, and with much a.1Th 1:5

				true heart in full a of faith,Heb 10:22

				ASSURED

				stand mature and fully aCol 4:12

				ASSYRIA

				From that land he went to AGn 10:11

				The king of A deported the 
Israelites to A2Kg 18:11

				ASTONISHED

				were a and said, “How did thisMt 13:54

				they were a at His teaching.Mt 22:33

				were a. “Where did this man getMk 6:2

				disciples were a at His words.Mk 10:24

				all a at the greatness of God.Lk 9:43

				ASTRAY

				who rejects correction goes a.Pr 10:17

				We all went a like sheep;Is 53:6

				their shepherds have led them a,Jr 50:6

				and one of them goes a,Mt 18:12

				you were like sheep going a,1Pt 2:25

				ATHALIAH

				Wife of Jehoram and mother of Ahaziah, kings of Judah; descendant of Omri (2Kg 8:26). Encouraged Baal worship (8:27). Killed heirs and ruled after her son’s death (11:1-3). Jehoiada the priest executed her and crowned Josiah, the only surviving heir (11:4-20).

				ATHENS

				City in Greece (Ac 17; 1Th 3:1).

				ATHLETE

				if anyone competes as an a,2Tm 2:5

				ATONEMENT

				priest will make a on their behalf,Lv 4:20

				make a before the LordLv 14:31

				is the Day of A.Lv 23:27

				ATTACK (v)

				he may come and a me,Gn 32:11

				I will a him while he is weak2Sm 17:2

				a worm that a-ed the plant,Jnh 4:7

				ATTEMPTED

				When the Egyptians a to do this,Heb 11:29

				ATTENTION

				to pay a is better than the fat1Sm 15:22

				Pay a to the sound of my cry,Ps 5:2

				My son, pay a to my words;Pr 4:20

				pay a to the words of the wise,Pr 22:17

				pay a to myths and endless1Tm 1:4

				give your a to public reading,1Tm 4:13

				not pay a to Jewish mythsTi 1:14

				more a to what we have heardHeb 2:1

				ATTITUDE

				Make your own a that of ChristPhp 2:5

				AUTHORITY

				like one who had a,Mt 7:29

				Son of Man has a on earthMt 9:6

				All a has been given to MeMt 28:18

				submit to the governing a-ies,Rm 13:1

				there is no a except from God,Rm 13:1

				rulers, against the a-ies,Eph 6:12

				teach or to have a over a man;1Tm 2:12

				be submissive to rulers and a-ies,Ti 3:1

				glory, majesty, power, and aJd 25

				AVENGE

				do not a yourselves;Rm 12:19

				how long until You judge and aRv 6:10

				AVENGER

				cities as a refuge from the a,Nm 35:12

				AVOID

				a irreverent, empty speech2Tm 2:16

				But a foolish debates, genealogies,Ti 3:9

				AWAKE

				when I a, I will be satisfiedPs 17:15

				or a-n love untilSg 2:7; 3:5; 8:4

				I a-ned you under the apricot tree.Sg 8:5

				He a-ns Me each morning; 
He a-ns My ear to listenIs 50:4

				in the dust of the earth will a,Dn 12:2

				Couldn’t you stay a one hour?Mk 14:37

				we must stay a and be sober.1Th 5:6

				AWE

				of the world stand in a of Him.Ps 33:8

				I tremble in a of You;Ps 119:120

				stand in a of the God of Israel,Is 29:23

				AWE-INSPIRING

				looked like the a Angel of God.Jdg 13:6

				the great and a God who keepsNeh 1:5

				the Lord Most High is a,Ps 47:2

				His acts toward mankind are a.Ps 66:5

				You are a in Your sanctuaries.Ps 68:35

				Lord—the great and a GodDn 9:4

				great and a Day of the LordJl 2:31

				AWESOME

				What an a place this is!Gn 28:17

				the great, mighty, and a God,Dt 10:17

				glorious and a name—Yahweh,Dt 28:58

				great and a Day of the LordMal 4:5

				AX

				iron a head fell into the water,2Kg 6:5

				the a is ready to strikeMt 3:10; Lk 3:9

				AZARIAH

				1. Prophet (2Ch 15:1-8).

				2. King of Judah, also called Uzziah (2Kg 15:1-7).

				BAAL

				Israel aligned itself with B of Peor,Nm 25:3

				the 450 prophets of B1Kg 18:19

				no longer call Me: My B.Hs 2:16

				who have not bowed down to B.Rm 11:4

				BAASHA

				King of Israel (1Kg 15:16–16:7). Exterminated Jeroboam’s family (15:29).

				BABY

				the b leaped inside her,Lk 1:41

				you will find a b wrappedLk 2:12

				b who was lying in the manger.Lk 2:16

				BABYLON

				Mesopotamian city; place of captivity (2Kg 24; Dn 1:1-6); symbol of wickedness (Rv 17:5).

				Therefore its name is called B,Gn 11:9

				from a distant country, from B.2Kg 20:14

				went up from B to Jerusalem.Ezr 1:11

				By the rivers of BPs 137:1

				B has fallen, has fallen.Is 21:9

				She who is in B, also chosen,1Pt 5:13

				It has fallen, B the GreatRv 14:8

				BACK (adv)

				looked b and became a pillarGn 19:26

				ahead 10 steps or go b 10 steps?2Kg 20:9

				plow and looks b is fit forLk 9:62

				BAD

				but a b tree produces b fruit.Mt 7:17

				B company corrupts good1Co 15:33

				BAG

				in each man’s sack was his b ofGn 42:35

				two different weights in your b,Dt 25:13

				David put his hand in the b,1Sm 17:49

				weeping, carrying the b of seed,Ps 126:6

				or b-s of deceptive weights?Mc 6:11

				wages into a b with a hole in it.Hg 1:6

				BAKED

				b unleavened bread for them,Gn 19:3

				b the dough they had broughtEx 12:39

				a grain offering b in an oven,Lv 2:4

				BAKER

				Egypt’s cupbearer and his bGn 40:1

				BALAAM

				Prophet hired by King Balak of Moab to curse Israel (Nm 22). His donkey talked (22:21-30; 2Pt 2:16). He blessed Israel (Nm 23–24; Jos 24:10; Neh 13:2). Executed for practicing divination (Nm 31:8; Jos 13:22; 2Pt 2:15; Jd 11; Rv 2:14).

				BALAK

				King of Moab who hired Balaam to curse Israel (Nm 22–24).

				BALDY

				chanting, “Go up, b!2Kg 2:23

				BALM

				Is there no b in Gilead?Jr 8:22

				BANDAGE

				cleansed, b-d, or soothed with oil.Is 1:6

				Lord b-s His people’s injuriesIs 30:26

				Look, it has not been b-dEzk 30:21

				healed the sick, b-d the injuredEzk 34:4

				and b-d his wounds,Lk 10:34

				BANISH

				plans so that the one b-ed from 
Him does not remain b-ed.2Sm 14:14

				nations where I will b them.Ezk 4:13

				BANQUET

				the king held a week-long bEst 1:5

				He brought me to the b hall,Sg 2:4

				love the place of honor at b-s,Mt 23:6

				a b, invite those who are poor,Lk 14:13

				BAPTISM

				Sadducees coming to ... his b,Mt 3:7

				Where did John’s b come from?Mt 21:25

				preaching a b of repentanceMk 1:4

				with the b I am baptized with?Mk 10:38

				baptized with John’s b.Lk 7:29

				he knew only John’s b.Ac 18:25

				we were buried with Him by bRm 6:4

				one Lord, one faith, one b,Eph 4:5

				buried with Him in b,Col 2:12

				B ... now saves you1Pt 3:21

				BAPTIST

				In those days John the B came,Mt 3:1

				no one greater than John the BMt 11:11

				Give me John the B-’s headMt 14:8

				Some say John the B;Mt 16:14

				BAPTIZE

				I b you with water forMt 3:11

				I need to be b-d by You,Mt 3:14

				b-ing them in the name ofMt 28:19

				to be b-d with the baptism IMk 10:38

				and is b-d will be saved,Mk 16:16

				Jesus also was b-d.Lk 3:21

				b-ing more disciples than JohnJn 4:1

				will be b-d with the Holy SpiritAc 1:5

				repent ... and be b-d,Ac 2:38

				who were b-d into Christ Jesus 
were b-d into His death?Rm 6:3

				Christ did not send me to b, but1Co 1:17

				all were b-d into Moses1Co 10:2

				we were all b-d by one Spirit1Co 12:13

				are being b-d for the dead?1Co 15:29

				BARABBAS

				Insurrectionist released by Pilate instead of Jesus (Mt 27:16-26; Mk 15:7-15; Lk 23:18; Jn 18:40).

				BARAK

				Reluctantly joined Deborah to fight Canaanites (Jdg 4–5; 1Sm 12:11; Heb 11:32).

				BARN

				sow or reap or gather into b-s,Mt 6:26

				I’ll tear down my b-s and buildLk 12:18

				BARNABAS

				Levite from Cyprus, named Joseph (Ac 4:36). Introduced Paul to Jerusalem church (9:26-27). Worked with Paul, initially as leader in Antioch (11:19-30), then on a journey (Ac 13–14), then in Jerusalem (15:1-21). Separated from Paul over whether to bring John Mark with them again (15:36-41).

				BARREN

				Sarai was b; she had no child.Gn 11:30

				No woman will miscarry or be bEx 23:26

				b woman gives birth to seven,1Sm 2:5

				Rejoice, b one,Is 54:1

				Blessed are the b,Lk 23:29

				Rejoice, O b womanGl 4:27

				BARTHOLOMEW

				Apostle (Mt 10:3; Mk 3:18; Lk 6:14; Ac 1:13), possibly also called Nathanael (Jn 1:43-51).

				BARUCH

				Jeremiah’s scribe (Jr 36).

				BASHAN

				strong ones of B encircle me.Ps 22:12

				BASIN

				Make a bronze b for washingEx 30:18

				he made 10 bronze b-s1Kg 7:38

				poured water into a b and began toJn 13:5

				BASKET

				Three b-s ... were on my headGn 40:16

				she got a papyrus b for himEx 2:3

				Lord showed me two b-s of figsJr 24:1

				A b of summer fruit.Am 8:1

				a lamp and puts it under a b,Mt 5:15

				they picked up 12 b-s fullMt 14:20

				pieces—seven large b-s full.Mt 15:37

				how many b-s you collected?Mt 16:9

				BATHING

				he saw a woman b2Sm 11:2

				BATHSHEBA

				Wife of Uriah the Hittite. David committed adultery with her, then married her (2Sm 11). Solomon’s mother (2Sm 12; 1Kg 1–2).

				BATTLE

				the b is the Lord’s.1Sm 17:47

				the b is not yours, but God’s.2Ch 20:15

				clothed me with strength for b;Ps 18:39

				horse is prepared for ... b,Pr 21:31

				or the b to the strong,Ec 9:11

				b is not against flesh and bloodEph 6:12

				like horses equipped for b.Rv 9:7

				Magog, to gather them for b.Rv 20:8

				BEAR (n)

				Whenever a lion or a b came1Sm 17:34

				two female b-s came out2Kg 2:24

				to meet a b robbed of her cubsPr 17:12

				The cow and the b will graze,Is 11:7

				He is a b waiting in ambush,Lm 3:10

				second one, that looked like a b.Dn 7:5

				BEAR (v)

				you will b children in anguish.Gn 3:16

				punishment is too great to b!Gn 4:13

				wife Sarah will b you a son,Gn 17:19

				that b-s its fruit in seasonPs 1:3

				He Himself bore our sicknesses,Is 53:4

				yet He bore the sin of manyIs 53:12

				but you can’t b them now.Jn 16:12

				b-s all things, believes all1Co 13:7

				offered once to b the sins ofHeb 9:28

				He Himself bore our sins1Pt 2:24

				tree of life b-ing 12 kinds of fruitRv 22:2

				BEAST

				Four huge b-s came upDn 7:3

				b that comes up out of the abyssRv 11:7

				a b coming up out of the sea.Rv 13:1

				calculate the number of the b,Rv 13:18

				who had the mark of the bRv 16:2

				who accepted the mark of the bRv 19:20

				BEAT

				saw an Egyptian b-ing a Hebrew,Ex 2:11

				gave My back to those who b Me,Is 50:6

				will b their swords into plows,Mc 4:3

				they spit in His face and b Him;Mt 26:67

				to b Him, saying, “Prophesy!”Mk 14:65

				they stopped b-ing Paul.Ac 21:32

				or box like one who b-s the air.1Co 9:26

				Three times I was b-en2Co 11:25

				when you sin and are b-en?1Pt 2:20

				BEAUTIFUL

				but Rachel was shapely and b.Gn 29:17

				Let a search be made for b youngEst 2:2

				How b you are, my darling.Sg 1:15; 4:1

				How b on the mountains areIs 52:7

				BEAUTY

				gazing on the b of the LordPs 27:4

				is deceptive and b is fleeting,Pr 31:30

				b should not consist of outward1Pt 3:3

				BED

				if I make my b in Sheol,Ps 139:8

				under a basket or under a b?Mk 4:21

				the marriage b kept undefiled,Heb 13:4

				BEDROLL

				pick up your b and walk!Jn 5:8

				BEELZEBUL

				if I drive out demons by B,Mt 12:27

				BEER

				he is to abstain from wine and b.Nm 6:3

				Wine is a mocker, b is a brawler,Pr 20:1

				Give b to one who is dying,Pr 31:6

				they stagger, but not with b.Is 29:9

				BEER-SHEBA

				place was called B becauseGn 21:31

				Abraham settled in B.Gn 22:19

				All the Israelites from Dan to BJdg 20:1

				BEFORE

				B a word is on my tongue,Ps 139:4

				No god was formed b Me,Is 43:10

				Even b they call, I will answer;Is 65:24

				B the rooster crows twice,Mk 14:72

				B Abraham was, I am.Jn 8:58

				who for the joy that lay b HimHeb 12:2

				BEGGING

				or his children b bread.Ps 37:25

				BEGINNING

				In the b God created the heavensGn 1:1

				of the Lord is the b of wisdom,Pr 9:10

				of a matter is better than its b;Ec 7:8

				I declare the end from the b,Is 46:10

				In the b was the Word,Jn 1:1

				Omega, the B and the End.Rv 21:6

				BEHEADED

				had John b in the prison.Mt 14:10

				souls of those who had been bRv 20:4

				BEHIND

				told Peter, “Get b Me, Satan!Mt 16:23

				forgetting what is bPhp 3:13

				BELIEVE

				Abram b-d the Lord,Gn 15:6

				they did not b God or rely onPs 78:22

				The inexperienced b anything,Pr 14:15

				Who has b-d what we have heard?Is 53:1

				Do you b that I can do this?Mt 9:28

				of these little ones who b in MeMt 18:6

				if you b, you will receive.Mt 21:22

				or, ‘Over here!’ do not b it!Mt 24:23

				Repent and b in the good news!Mk 1:15

				is possible to the one who b-s.Mk 9:23

				I do b! Help my unbelief.Mk 9:24

				not doubt in his heart, but b-sMk 11:23

				b that you have received them,Mk 11:24

				Don’t be afraid. Only b,Lk 8:50

				slow you are to b in your heartsLk 24:25

				so that everyone who b-s in HimJn 3:16

				you b in the One He has sent.Jn 6:29

				Anyone who b-s has eternal life.Jn 6:47

				you don’t b Me, b the works.Jn 10:38

				b-s in Me will never dieJn 11:26

				Lord, who has b-d our message?Jn 12:38

				B in God; b also in Me.Jn 14:1

				world may b You sent Me.Jn 17:21

				entered the tomb, saw, and b-d.Jn 20:8

				seen Me, you have b-d. Those who 
b without seeing are blessed.Jn 20:29

				written so that you may bJn 20:31

				B on the Lord Jesus,Ac 16:31

				in Jesus Christ, to all who b,Rm 3:22

				Abraham b-d God, and it wasRm 4:3

				b in your heart that God raisedRm 10:9

				b-s all things, hopes all things,1Co 13:7

				Just as Abraham b-d God, and itGl 3:6

				Since we b that Jesus died and1Th 4:14

				b-d on in the world, taken up1Tm 3:16

				I know whom I have b-d2Tm 1:12

				must b that He existsHeb 11:6

				You b that God is one; ... The 
demons also bJms 2:19

				Abraham b-d God, and it wasJms 2:23

				not seeing Him now, you b1Pt 1:8

				do not b every spirit, but test1Jn 4:1

				Everyone who b-s that Jesus is the 
Messiah has been born of God,1Jn 5:1

				BELIEVER

				intended as a sign, not to b-s1Co 14:22

				what does a b have in common2Co 6:15

				BELLY

				move on your b and eat dustGn 3:14

				For as Jonah was in the b ofMt 12:40

				BELONG

				that b-s to your neighbor.Ex 20:17

				hidden things b to the Lord our 
God, but the revealed things bDt 29:29

				kingship b-s to the Lord;Ps 22:28

				the leaders of the earth b to God;Ps 47:9

				you may b to another—to HimRm 7:4

				we live or die, we b to the Lord.Rm 14:8

				you b to Christ, and Christ to1Co 3:23

				Salvation b-s to our God,Rv 7:10

				BELOVED

				The Lord’s b rests securelyDt 33:12

				This is My b Son. I take delightMt 3:17

				My b in whom My soul delights;Mt 12:18

				BELT

				with a leather b around his waist,Mt 3:4

				with truth like a b around yourEph 6:14

				BENAIAH

				Heroic warrior in charge of David’s bodyguard (2Sm 8:18; 20:23; 23:20-23). Loyal to Solomon (1Kg 1; 4:4); executed Adonijah, Joab, and Shimei (2:25-46).

				BENEFIT

				and do not forget all His b-s.Ps 103:2

				What will it b a man if he gainsMt 16:26

				you have b-ed from their labor.Jn 4:38

				It is for your b that I go away,Jn 16:7

				what is the b of circumcision?Rm 3:1

				Christ will not b you at all.Gl 5:2

				BEN-HADAD

				1. King of Aram in Asa’s time (1Kg 15:18-20; 2Ch 16:2-4).

				2. King of Aram from Ahab’s time (1Kg 20; 2Kg 6:24; 8:7-13).

				3. King of Aram in Jehoash’s time (2Kg 13:24-25).

				BENJAMIN

				Second son of Rachel, twelfth son of Jacob (Gn 35:17-18,24). Tribe with the smallest territory; Jerusalem may have originally been in it (Jos 18:16; Jdg 1:21). Nearly wiped out (Jdg 20–21). Saul and Paul were Benjaminites (1Sm 9:1; Rm 11:1; Php 3:5).

				BERNICE

				Wife of King Agrippa (Ac 25:13,23; 26:30).

				BEREA

				sent Paul and Silas off to B.Ac 17:10

				BETHANY

				to B, and spent the night there.Mt 21:17

				He led them out as far as B,Lk 24:50

				in B ... where John was baptizing.Jn 1:28

				Lazarus, from B,Jn 11:1

				BETHEL

				east of B and pitched his tent,Gn 12:8

				and named the place B,Gn 28:19

				He set up one in B,1Kg 12:29

				BETHLEHEM

				B Ephrathah, you are smallMc 5:2

				After Jesus was born in BMt 2:1

				BETRAY

				When you have finished b-ing, 
they will b you.Is 33:1

				Brother will b brother to death,Mt 10:21

				a good opportunity to b Him.Mt 26:16

				One of you will b Me.Mt 26:21

				that man by whom He is b-ed!Lk 22:22

				b-ing the Son of Man with a kissLk 22:48

				He knew who would b Him.Jn 13:11

				the night when He was b-ed,1Co 11:23

				BETTER

				to obey is b than sacrifice,1Sm 15:22

				Your faithful love is b than life.Ps 63:3

				B a little with the fear ofPr 15:16

				B a meal of vegetables wherePr 15:17

				B a dry crust with peacePr 17:1

				B to live on the corner of a roofPr 21:9

				b a neighbor nearbyPr 27:10

				nothing b for man than to eat,Ec 2:24

				B one handful with rest,Ec 4:6

				B that you do not vowEc 5:5

				Your love is much b than wine,Sg 4:10

				it is b that you lose one of yourMt 5:29

				b for him if a heavy millstoneMt 18:6

				it is b to marry than to burn1Co 7:9

				I will show you an even b way.1Co 12:31

				be with Christ—which is far bPhp 1:23

				the guarantee of a b covenant.Heb 7:22

				it is b to suffer for doing good,1Pt 3:17

				BETWEEN

				hostility b you and the woman, 
and b your seed and her seed.Gn 3:15

				torch ... b the divided animals.Gn 15:17

				the Lord judge b me and you.Gn 16:5

				and to discern b good and evil.1Kg 3:9

				passed b the pieces of the calfJr 34:19

				lifted me up b earth and heavenEzk 8:3

				you murdered b the sanctuaryMt 23:35

				distinction b Jew and Greek,Rm 10:12

				BEYOND

				not too difficult or b your reach.Dt 30:11

				able to do above and b allEph 3:20

				about Christ, but goes b it,2Jn 9

				BIND

				He bound his son IsaacGn 22:9

				b them as a sign on your hands,Dt 11:18

				and b-s up their wounds.Ps 147:3

				Always b them to your heart;Pr 6:21

				B up the testimony.Is 8:16

				whatever you b on earth is already 
bound in heaven,Mt 16:19; 18:18

				and bound him for 1,000 years.Rv 20:2

				BIRD

				You may eat every clean b,Dt 14:11

				Look at the b-s of the sky:Mt 6:26

				b-s of the sky have nests, butMt 8:20

				worth much more than the b-s?Lk 12:24

				BIRTH

				a time to give b and a time to die;Ec 3:2

				b of Jesus Christ came aboutMt 1:18

				BIRTHRIGHT

				First sell me your b.Gn 25:31

				b in exchange for one meal.Heb 12:16

				BITE

				anyone who is bitten looks at it,Nm 21:8

				if you b and devour one another,Gl 5:15

				BITTER

				and made their lives bEx 1:14

				unleavened bread and b herbs.Ex 12:8

				water at Marah because it was bEx 15:23

				Almighty has made me very b.Ru 1:20

				pour out sweet and b waterJms 3:11

				BITTERNESS

				The heart knows its own b,Pr 14:10

				All b, anger and wrath,Eph 4:31

				that no root of b springs up,Heb 12:15

				BLACK

				I looked, and there was a b horse.Rv 6:5

				the sun turned b like sackclothRv 6:12

				BLAMELESS

				b man You prove Yourself b;2Sm 22:26

				happy are those whose way is b,Ps 119:1

				b in the day of our Lord Jesus1Co 1:8

				to be holy and b in His sight.Eph 1:4

				so that you may be b and pure,Php 2:15

				BLASPHEME

				My name is continually b-dIs 52:5

				He has b-d!Mt 26:65

				He’s b-ing! Who can forgive sinsMk 2:7

				b-s against the Holy SpiritMk 3:29

				God is b-d among the GentilesRm 2:24

				they may be taught not to b.1Tm 1:20

				BLASPHEMOUS

				We heard him speaking b wordsAc 6:11

				and on his heads were b names.Rv 13:1

				BLASPHEMY

				b against the Spirit will notMt 12:31

				you’ve heard the b!Mt 26:65

				to speak boasts and b-ies.Rv 13:5

				BLAZE

				fire from the Lord b-d amongNm 11:1

				mountain was b-ing with fire.Dt 5:23

				in the morning it b-s likeHs 7:6

				BLAZING (adj)

				into the furnace of b fire.Dn 3:20

				BLEMISH

				he must present one without bLv 3:1

				offered Himself without b to GodHeb 9:14

				a lamb without defect or b.1Pt 1:19

				BLESS

				God b-ed the seventh dayGn 2:3

				I will b you,Gn 12:2

				B me—me too, my father!Gn 27:34

				let You go unless You b me.Gn 32:26

				the Lord b-ed the Sabbath dayEx 20:11

				Lord b you and protect you;Nm 6:24

				since He has b-ed, I cannotNm 23:20

				they curse, You will b.Ps 109:28

				A generous person will be b-ed,Pr 22:9

				b-es his neighbor with a loudPr 27:14

				the nations will be b-ed by HimJr 4:2

				from this day on I will b you.Hg 2:19

				took bread, b-ed and broke it,Mt 26:26

				b those who curse you,Lk 6:28

				families of the earth will be b-ed.Ac 3:25

				B those who persecute you; bRm 12:14

				When we are reviled, we b;1Co 4:12

				With it we b our LordJms 3:9

				

				BLESSED (adj)

				May you be b by the Lord,Ps 115:15

				B is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord.Ps 118:26

				Let your fountain be b,Pr 5:18

				sons rise up and call her b.Pr 31:28

				B are the poor in spirit,Mt 5:3

				B is He who comes in the nameMt 21:9

				You are the most b of women,Lk 1:42

				who believe without seeing are b.Jn 20:29

				more b to give than to receive.Ac 20:35

				while we wait for the b hopeTi 2:13

				B is a man who endures trials,Jms 1:12

				B be the God and Father1Pt 1:3

				B is the one who reads and bRv 1:3

				B is the one who keepsRv 22:7

				BLESSING (n)

				you will be a b.Gn 12:2

				deceitfully and took your b.Gn 27:35

				set before you a b and a curse:Dt 11:26

				these b-s will come and overtakeDt 28:2

				God turned the curse into a b.Neh 13:2

				send down ... showers of b.Ezk 34:26

				and honor and glory and b!Rv 5:12

				BLIND (adj)

				a b beggar, was sittingMk 10:46

				I was b, and now I can see!Jn 9:25

				are wretched, pitiful, poor, b,Rv 3:17

				BLIND (n)

				I was eyes to the bJb 29:15

				Lord opens the eyes of the b.Ps 146:8

				the eyes of the b will be opened,Is 35:5

				the b see, the lame walk,Mt 11:5

				Can the b guide the b?Lk 6:39

				you are a guide for the b,Rm 2:19

				BLIND (v)

				deafen their ears and b their eyes;Is 6:10

				the god of this age has b-ed2Co 4:4

				the darkness has b-ed his eyes.1Jn 2:11

				BLOCK (n)

				I will bow down to a b of wood.Is 44:19

				Christ crucified, a stumbling b1Co 1:23

				BLOOD

				Whoever sheds man’s b, his b will be shed 
by man,Gn 9:6

				see the b, I will pass over you.Ex 12:13

				This is the b of the covenantEx 24:8

				life of a creature is in the b,Lv 17:11

				flesh and b did not reveal thisMt 16:17

				this is My b ... the covenant;Mt 26:28

				field has been called “B Field”Mt 27:8

				sweat became like drops of bLk 22:44

				the moon to b, before the greatAc 2:20

				declared righteous by His b,Rm 5:9

				the new covenant in My b.1Co 11:25

				redemption through His b,Eph 1:7

				battle is not against flesh and b,Eph 6:12

				not by the b of goats and calves, but by 
His own b,Heb 9:12

				without ... b there is no forgivenessHeb 9:22

				One who came by water and b;1Jn 5:6

				set us free from our sins by His b,Rv 1:5

				conquered ... by the b of the LambRv 12:11

				BLOODSHED

				no one is guilty of b.Ex 22:2

				b defiles the land,Nm 35:33

				absolved of responsibility for b.Dt 21:8

				Save me from the guilt of b,Ps 51:14

				BLOSSOM (n)

				cups shaped like almond b-s,Ex 25:33

				has budded, if the b has opened,Sg 7:12

				their b-s will blow away like dust,Is 5:24

				

				BLOSSOM (v)

				sprouted, formed buds, b-ed,Nm 17:8

				the almond tree b-s,Ec 12:5

				Jacob will take root. Israel will bIs 27:6

				BLOT (v)

				I will destroy them and b outDt 9:14

				b out all my guilt.Ps 51:9

				BLOW (v)

				B the horn in Zion; sound theJl 2:1

				The wind b-s where it pleases,Jn 3:8

				b-n around by every windEph 4:14

				seven trumpets prepared to b them.Rv 8:6

				BOAST

				who puts on his armor b like1Kg 20:11

				I will b in the Lord;Ps 34:2

				The man who b-s about a giftPr 25:14

				Don’t b about tomorrow,Pr 27:1

				the one who b-s should b in this,Jr 9:24

				one who b-s must b in the Lord.1Co 1:31

				so that no one can b.Eph 2:9

				it b-s great things.Jms 3:5

				BOASTFUL

				b cannot stand in Your presence;Ps 5:5

				Love does not envy; is not b;1Co 13:4

				BOAT

				they left the b and their fatherMt 4:22

				the b was being swampedMt 8:24

				climbing out of the b, PeterMt 14:29

				BOAZ

				Husband of Ruth (Ru 4:13), kinsman redeemer (2:20; 3:1; 4:3-10,16-17). Ancestor of David (4:21-22; 1Ch 2:11-12) and Jesus (Mt 1:5; Lk 3:32).

				BODY

				The eye is the lamp of the b.Mt 6:22

				Take and eat it; this is My b.Mt 26:26

				rescue me from this b of death?Rm 7:24

				present your b-ies as a livingRm 12:1

				b-ies are the members of Christ?1Co 6:15

				know that your b is a sanctuary1Co 6:19

				This is My b, which is for you1Co 11:24

				b is one and has many parts,1Co 12:12

				sown a natural b, raised a 
spiritual b.1Co 15:44

				out of the b and at home with2Co 5:8

				There is one b and one Spirit,Eph 4:4

				BODILY

				fullness of God’s nature dwells b,Col 2:9

				BOLD

				but b toward you when absent.2Co 10:1

				Pray that I might be b enoughEph 6:20

				BOLDNESS

				speak God’s message with b.Ac 4:31

				in whom we have b, access,Eph 3:12

				approach the throne ... with b,Heb 4:16

				BONE

				This one, at last, is b of my b,Gn 2:23

				not break any of its b-s.Ex 12:46

				b-s; not one of them is broken.Ps 34:20

				a gentle tongue can break a b.Pr 25:15

				valley; it was full of b-s.Ezk 37:1

				are full of dead men’s b-sMt 23:27

				Not one of His b-s will beJn 19:36

				BOOK

				erase me from the b You haveEx 32:32

				b of instruction must not departJos 1:8

				I have found the b of the law2Kg 22:8

				be erased from the b of lifePs 69:28

				no end to the making of many b-s,Ec 12:12

				whose names are in the b of life.Php 4:3

				written in the Lamb’s b of life.Rv 21:27

				BOOTH

				The Festival of B-s to the LordLv 23:34

				dwell in b-s during the festivalNeh 8:14

				BORN

				a child will be b for us,Is 9:6

				Lord called me before I was b.Is 49:1

				I set you apart before you were b.Jr 1:5

				who has been b King of the JewsMt 2:2

				you must be b again.Jn 3:7

				as to one abnormally b,1Co 15:8

				since you have been b again1Pt 1:23

				who loves has been b of God1Jn 4:7

				BORROW

				wicked b-s and does not repay,Ps 37:21

				the b-er is a slave to the lender.Pr 22:7

				one who wants to b from you.Mt 5:42

				BOUNDARY

				set all the b-ies of the earth;Ps 74:17

				set the sand as the b of the sea,Jr 5:22

				BOW (n)

				placed My b in the clouds,Gn 9:13

				bent their tongues like their b-s;Jr 9:3

				BOW (v)

				May ... nations b down to you.Gn 27:29

				and b-ed down to my sheaf.Gn 37:7

				Come, let us worship and b down;Ps 95:6

				Every knee will b to Me,Is 45:23

				coastlands of the nations will bZph 2:11

				every knee will b to Me,Rm 14:11

				BOWL

				one who dipped his hand with 
Me in the bMt 26:23

				the seven b-s of God’s wrathRv 16:1

				BOZRAH

				Edomite city (Gn 36:33; 1Ch 1:44; Is 34:6; 63:1; Jr 49:13,22; Am 1:12).

				BRANCH

				b of the Lord will be beautifulIs 4:2

				a b from his roots will bear fruit.Is 11:1

				raise up a righteous B of David.Jr 23:5

				about to bring My servant, the B.Zch 3:8

				I am the vine; you are the b-es.Jn 15:5

				a wild olive b, were grafted inRm 11:17

				BREAD

				eat b by the sweat of your browGn 3:19

				Festival of Unleavened BEx 12:17

				man does not live on b aloneDt 8:3

				You provided b from heavenNeh 9:15

				b on the surface of the waters,Ec 11:1

				Man must not live on b aloneMt 4:4

				Give us today our daily b.Mt 6:11

				took b, blessed and broke it,Mt 26:26

				one who is dipping b with MeMk 14:20

				I am the b of life,Jn 6:35

				breaking of b, and to prayers.Ac 2:42

				the Lord Jesus took b,1Co 11:23

				BREAK see also BROKEN (adj)

				I will b down your strong pride.Lv 26:19

				I will never b My covenantJdg 2:1

				will b them with a rod of iron;Ps 2:9

				three strands is not easily broken.Ec 4:12

				He will not b a bruised reed,Is 42:3

				long ago I broke your yoke;Jr 2:20

				where thieves b in and steal.Mt 6:19

				He will not b a bruised reed,Mt 12:20

				bread, blessed and broke it,Mt 26:26

				She broke the jar and poured itMk 14:3

				the Scripture cannot be brokenJn 10:35

				they did not b His legsJn 19:33

				of His bones will be broken.Jn 19:36

				Branches were broken off so thatRm 11:19

				gave thanks, broke it,1Co 11:24

				

				to open the scroll and b its seals?Rv 5:2

				war broke out in heaven:Rv 12:7

				BREATH

				breathed the b of life intoGn 2:7

				Remember that my life is but a b.Jb 7:7

				BREATHE

				b-d the breath of life intoGn 2:7

				Let everything that b-s praisePs 150:6

				b into these slain so that theyEzk 37:9

				a loud cry and b-d His last.Mk 15:37

				He b-d on them and said,Jn 20:22

				BRIBE

				not take a b, for a b blindsEx 23:8

				the one who hates b-s will live.Pr 15:27

				love graft and chase after b-s.Is 1:23

				BRICK

				They had b for stoneGn 11:3

				require the same quota of b-sEx 5:8

				BRIDE

				rejoices over his b, so your GodIs 62:5

				the b, the wife of the Lamb.Rv 21:9

				BRIGHT

				suddenly a b cloud coveredMt 17:5

				dressed in clean, b linen,Rv 15:6

				the B Morning Star.Rv 22:16

				BRIGHTER

				shining b and bPr 4:18

				BRING

				brought each to the man to seeGn 2:19

				b into the ark two of everyGn 6:19

				Lord who brought you from UrGn 15:7

				B My sons from far away,Is 43:6

				anointed Me to b good newsIs 61:1

				B the full 10 percent intoMal 3:10

				brought nothing into the world,1Tm 6:7

				BROKEN (adj) see also BREAK

				sacrifice pleasing to God is a b 
spirit. God, You will not despise 
a b and humbled heart.Ps 51:17

				BROKENHEARTED

				He heals the b and binds upPs 147:3

				He has sent Me to heal the b,Is 61:1

				BRONZE

				So Moses made a b snakeNm 21:9

				my arms can bend a bow of b.2Sm 22:35

				BROOD

				B of vipers! Who warned youMt 3:7

				BROTHER

				Am I my b-’s guardian?Gn 4:9

				His b-s were jealous of him,Gn 37:11

				pleasant it is when b-s can livePs 133:1

				a b is born for a difficult time.Pr 17:17

				friend who stays closer than a b.Pr 18:24

				B will betray b to death,Mt 10:21

				no one who has left house, b-sMk 10:29

				b goes to law against b,1Co 6:6

				if food causes my b to fall,1Co 8:13

				not ashamed to call them b-s,Heb 2:11

				BRUISED (adj)

				will not break a b reed,Is 42:3; Mt 12:20

				BUILD

				let us b ourselves a cityGn 11:4

				So he built it in seven years.1Kg 6:38

				Unless the Lord b-s a house,Ps 127:1

				Wisdom has built her house;Pr 9:1

				who built his house on the rock.Mt 7:24

				on this rock I will b My church,Mt 16:18

				be careful how he b-s on it,1Co 3:10

				but not everything b-s up.1Co 10:23

				built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets,Eph 2:20

				BUILDING (n)

				Do you see these great b-s?Mk 13:2

				You are God’s field, God’s b.1Co 3:9

				we have a b from God,2Co 5:1

				b is being fitted together in HimEph 2:21

				BUILDER

				The stone that the b-s rejectedPs 118:22

				The stone that the b-s rejectedMt 21:42

				whose architect and b is God.Heb 11:10

				BULL

				their hands on the b-’s head.Ex 29:10

				unblemished b as a sin offeringLv 4:3

				Many b-s surround me;Ps 22:12

				I will not accept a b fromPs 50:9

				Do I eat the flesh of b-sPs 50:13

				no desire for the blood of b-s,Is 1:11

				impossible for the blood of b-sHeb 10:4

				BURDEN (n)

				bear the b of the people,Nm 11:17

				Cast your b on the Lord,Ps 55:22

				Day after day He bears our b-s;Ps 68:19

				yoke is easy and My b is light.Mt 11:30

				You load people with b-sLk 11:46

				Carry one another’s b-s;Gl 6:2

				BURDEN (v)

				have b-ed Me with your sins;Is 43:24

				you who are weary and b-ed,Mt 11:28

				I will not b you,2Co 12:14

				the church should not be b-ed,1Tm 5:16

				BURIAL

				Give me a b site among youGn 23:4

				she has prepared Me for b.Mt 26:12

				BURN

				Why isn’t the bush b-ing up?Ex 3:3

				b for b, bruise for bruise,Ex 21:25

				b-ing on the altar continually;Lv 6:13

				Israel did not b any of the citiesJos 11:13

				to b their sons and daughtersJr 7:31

				king not to b the scroll,Jr 36:25

				the chaff He will b up with fireMt 3:12

				into the fire, and they are b-ed.Jn 15:6

				if I give my body to be b-ed,1Co 13:3

				a third of the earth was b-ed up,Rv 8:7

				lake of fire that b-s with sulfur.Rv 19:20

				BURNING (adj)

				turned from His b anger.Jos 7:26

				my loins are full of b pain,Ps 38:7

				BURNT

				If his gift is a b offeringLv 1:3

				BURST

				the watery depths b open,Gn 7:11

				the new wine will b the skins,Lk 5:37

				falling headfirst, he b openAc 1:18

				BURY

				so that I can b my dead.Gn 23:4

				Joseph’s bones ... were b-iedJos 24:32

				let the dead b their own dead.Mt 8:22

				were b-ied with Him by baptismRm 6:4

				was b-ied, that He was raised1Co 15:4

				b-ied with Him in baptism,Col 2:12

				BUSH

				the b was on fire but was notEx 3:2

				BUSINESS

				to mind your own b,1Th 4:11

				and do b and make a profit.Jms 4:13

				BUSYBODIES

				are also gossips and b,1Tm 5:13

				BUY

				B—and do not sell—truth,Pr 23:23

				b wine and milk without moneyIs 55:1

				drove out all those b-ing andMt 21:12

				for you were bought at a price;1Co 6:20

				denying the Master who bought2Pt 2:1

				b from Me gold refinedRv 3:18

				no one can b or sell unlessRv 13:17

				BUYER

				it’s worthless!” the b says,Pr 20:14

				CAESAREA

				came to the region of C Philippi,Mt 16:13

				a man in C named Cornelius,Ac 10:1

				Paul should be kept at C,Ac 25:4

				CAIAPHAS

				High priest, along with his father-in-law Annas, who sentenced Jesus (Mt 23:6; Lk 3:2; Jn 18:13). Spoke prophetically (Jn 11:49-52). Threatened Peter and John (Ac 4:6).

				CAIN

				Firstborn of Adam and Eve; crop farmer; murdered his brother; God marked and banished him (Gn 4:1-25; Heb 11:4; 1Jn 3:12; Jd 11).

				CALEB

				Judahite who scouted Canaan and, along with Joshua, recommended invasion (Nm 13:30–14:38). Entered the promised land (Dt 1:36); received Hebron (Jos 14:13).

				CALF

				made it into an image of a c.Ex 32:4

				bring the fattened c and slaughterLk 15:23

				not by the blood of goats and c-vesHeb 9:12

				CALL

				the Lord c-ed Samuel,1Sm 3:4

				I c-ed to the Lord in my distress;2Sm 22:7

				c on the name of your god, and I 
will c on the name of Yahweh.1Kg 18:24

				people who are c-ed by My name2Ch 7:14

				is near all who c out to Him,Ps 145:18

				Woe to those who c evil goodIs 5:20

				c to Him while He is near.Is 55:6

				I didn’t come to c the righteous,Mt 9:13

				Why do you c Me ‘Lord, Lord,’Lk 6:46

				He c-s his own sheep by nameJn 10:3

				I do not c you slaves anymore,Jn 15:15

				those He c-ed, He also justified;Rm 8:30

				everyone who c-s on the name ofRm 10:13

				God has not c-ed us to impurity,1Th 4:7

				CALLING (n)

				God’s ... and c are irrevocable.Rm 11:29

				Brothers, consider your c:1Co 1:26

				walk worthy of the c you haveEph 4:1

				confirm your c and election,2Pt 1:10

				CALM (n)

				And there was a great c.Mt 8:26

				CALM (v)

				I have c-ed and quieted myselfPs 131:2

				CAMEL

				easier for a c to go through the eyeMt 19:24

				gnat, yet gulp down a c!Mt 23:24

				CAMP (n)

				Jacob said, “This is God’s c.”Gn 32:2

				outside the c and slaughteredNm 19:3

				go to Him outside the c,Heb 13:13

				CAMP (v)

				c around the tent of meetingNm 2:2

				CANA

				a wedding took place in C of Galilee.Jn 2:1

				CANAAN

				Son of Ham, his descendants, and the land they populated (Gn 9:18-27; 10:15-19). God promised the land to Abraham (12:4-7; 17:8; Ex 6:4; 1Ch 16:15-18).

				CANAANITE

				commanded Jacob not to marry a CGn 28:6

				drive out the C-s, Amorites, Hittites,Ex 33:2

				CAPERNAUM

				went to live in C by the sea,Mt 4:13

				teaching in the synagogue in C.Jn 6:59

				CAPTIVE

				the king of Babylon took him c2Kg 24:12

				took many c-s to Damascus.2Ch 28:5

				to the heights, taking away c-s;Ps 68:18

				to proclaim liberty to the c-s,Is 61:1

				to proclaim freedom to the c-sLk 4:18

				taking every thought c2Co 10:5

				CARE (n)

				the sheep under His c.Ps 95:7

				I was sick and you took c of Me;Mt 25:36

				to an inn, and took c of him.Lk 10:34

				casting all your c upon Him,1Pt 5:7

				CARE (v)

				what is man, that You c for him,Ps 144:3

				son of man, that You c for him?Heb 2:6

				CAREFUL

				be c not to forget the LordDt 6:12

				Be c to obey all these thingsDt 12:28

				c attention, then, to how you walkEph 5:15

				CARELESS

				to account for every c wordMt 12:36

				CARMEL

				gathered the prophets at Mount C.1Kg 18:20

				CARMI

				Son of Reuben (Gn 46:9; Nm 26:6).

				CARPENTER

				Isn’t this the c-’s son?Mt 13:55

				Isn’t this the c, the son of Mary,Mk 6:3

				CARRY

				I c-ied you on eagles’ wingsEx 19:4

				God c-ied you as a man c-ies his sonDt 1:31

				No one but the Levites may c1Ch 15:2

				shepherd them, and c them forever.Ps 28:9

				lambs in His arms and c-ies themIs 40:11

				and He c-ied our pains;Is 53:4

				He Himself ... c-ied our diseases.Mt 8:17

				will not c out the desire of the flesh.Gl 5:16

				CASE

				let us argue our c together.Is 43:26

				CAST (adj)

				Do not make c images of godsEx 34:17

				his c images are a lie;Jr 10:14; 51:17

				CAST (v)

				c spells, consult a medium orDt 18:11

				He c the Pur (that is, the lot)Est 9:24

				they c lots for my clothing.Ps 22:18

				C your burden on the Lord,Ps 55:22

				they c lots for My clothing.Jn 19:24

				c-ing all your care upon Him,1Pt 5:7

				CATCH

				your sin will c up with you.Nm 32:23

				C the foxes for us—the little foxesSg 2:15

				now on you will be c-ing people!Lk 5:10

				brought a woman caught in adultery,Jn 8:3

				be caught up together with them1Th 4:17

				her child was caught up to GodRv 12:5

				CATTLE

				is Mine, the c on a thousand hills.Ps 50:10

				CAUSE (n)

				For You have upheld my just c;Ps 9:4

				upholds the just c of the poor,Ps 140:12

				CAUSE (v)

				and c-s grass to grow on the hills.Ps 147:8

				c one of these little ones to stumbleLk 17:2

				CAVE

				give me the c of MachpelahGn 23:9

				Then Saul left the c and went on1Sm 24:7

				hid in the c-s and among the rocksRv 6:15

				CEASE

				not sin ... by c-ing to pray for you1Sm 12:23

				He makes wars cPs 46:9

				as for languages, they will c;1Co 13:8

				CELEBRATE

				King David dancing and c-ing,1Ch 15:29

				C His deeds among the peoples.Is 12:4

				CENTURION

				a c came to Him, pleading with HimMt 8:5

				When the c saw what happened,Lk 23:47

				in Caesarea named Cornelius, a cAc 10:1

				CERTIFICATE

				he may write her a divorce c,Dt 24:1

				He erased the c of debt,Col 2:14

				CHAFF

				But the c He will burn up with fireMt 3:12

				CHAIN

				For this I am an ambassador in c-s.Eph 6:20

				to be kept in c-s of darkness2Pt 2:4

				CHALDEA

				Another name for the Babylonian empire (Jr 51:24; Ezk 12:13; 23:15).

				CHALDEAN

				Inhabitants of Chaldea (Gn 11:28). Known as sages or magicians (Dn 2:2; 4:7). Took Judah into exile (2Kg 25; 2Ch 36:17-19; Ezr 5:12; Jr 32).

				CHAMPION

				a c named Goliath, from Gath,1Sm 17:4

				CHANGE (v)

				does not lie or c His mind,1Sm 15:29

				Can the Cushite c his skin,Jr 13:23

				Because I, Yahweh, have not c-d,Mal 3:6

				but we will all be c-d,1Co 15:51

				and they will be c-d like a robe.Heb 1:12

				and He will not c His mind,Heb 7:21

				CHANGERS

				He overturned the money c’ tablesMt 21:12

				CHARACTER

				c, and proven c produces hope.Rm 5:4

				CHARGE (n)

				Joseph was in c of the country;Gn 42:6

				Above His head they put up the cMt 27:37

				the gospel and offer it free of c,1Co 9:18

				CHARGE (v)

				Do not c your brother interestDt 23:19

				c that to my account.Phm 18

				CHARIOT

				came back and covered the c-sEx 14:28

				even though they have iron c-sJos 17:18

				because those people had iron c-s.Jdg 1:19

				because Jabin had 900 iron c-s,Jdg 4:3

				a c of fire with horses of fire2Kg 2:11

				covered with horses and c-s of fire2Kg 6:17

				Some take pride in a c,Ps 20:7

				saw four c-s comingZch 6:1

				I will cut off the c from EphraimZch 9:10

				CHARM

				C is deceptive and beauty isPr 31:30

				CHEEK

				My c-s to those who tore out MyIs 50:6

				if anyone slaps you on your right c,Mt 5:39

				CHEERFUL

				God loves a c giver.2Co 9:7

				CHEMOSH

				Moab’s god (Jdg 11:24; 1Kg 11:7,33).

				CHERUB

				He rode on a c and flew,2Sm 22:11

				The first c-’s height was 15 feet1Kg 6:26

				CHERUBIM

				He stationed c with a flaming,Gn 3:24

				there were four wheels beside the c,Ezk 10:9

				CHIEF

				the c-s of David’s warriors1Ch 11:10

				rejected by the elders, the c priests,Mk 8:31

				when the c Shepherd appears,1Pt 5:4

				CHILD see also CHILDREN

				For a c will be born for us,Is 9:6

				and a c will lead them.Is 11:6

				Can a woman forget her nursing c,Is 49:15

				Then He called a c to HimMt 18:2

				When I was a c, I spoke like a c,1Co 13:11

				CHILDREN

				When your c ask you,Ex 12:26

				Teach them to your c,Dt 11:19

				Fathers are not to be put to death for 
their c or c for their fathers;Dt 24:16

				In the future, when your c ask you,Jos 4:6

				are converted and become like c,Mt 18:3

				from the mouths of c andMt 21:16

				Let the little c come to Me.Mk 10:14

				testifies ... that we are God’s c,Rm 8:16

				C, obey your parents in the Lord,Eph 6:1

				Fathers, do not exasperate your c,Col 3:21

				that we should be called God’s c.1Jn 3:1

				CHINNERETH

				Another name for the Sea of Galilee (Nm 34:11; Jos 13:27) and a city there (Jos 19:35).

				CHOOSE see also CHOSEN (adj)

				Lot chose the entire Jordan ValleyGn 13:11

				He will let the one He c-s comeNm 16:5

				

	

Lord ... chose you, not becauseDt 7:7

				the place the Lord your God c-sDt 12:5

				C life so that youDt 30:19

				c for yourselves today the oneJos 24:15

				who chose me over your father2Sm 6:21

				are invited, but few are chosen.Mt 22:14

				You did not c Me, but I chose you.Jn 15:16

				CHOSEN (adj)

				this is My C One; I delight in Him.Is 42:1

				This is My Son, the C One;Lk 9:35

				God’s c ones, holy and loved,Col 3:12

				a c and valuable cornerstone,1Pt 2:6

				you are a c race, a royal priesthood,1Pt 2:9

				CHRIST see also MESSIAH

				Messiah is coming (who is called C)Jn 4:25

				we were still sinners C died for us!Rm 5:8

				if we died with C, we believe thatRm 6:8

				can separate us from the love of C?Rm 8:35

				But put on the Lord Jesus C,Rm 13:14

				but we preach C crucified,1Co 1:23

				C is the head of every man,1Co 11:3

				also in C all will be made alive.1Co 15:22

				except the cross of our Lord Jesus C,Gl 6:14

				living is C and dying is gain.Php 1:21

				considered to be a loss because of C.Php 3:7

				C is all and in all.Col 3:11

				C ... came into the world to save1Tm 1:15

				salvation, which is in C Jesus,2Tm 2:10

				ridiculed for the name of C,1Pt 4:14

				CHRISTIAN

				were first called C-s in Antioch.Ac 11:26

				if anyone suffers as a C,1Pt 4:16

				CHURCH

				on this rock I will build My c,Mt 16:18

				no attention to them, tell the c.Mt 18:17

				as overseers, to shepherd the cAc 20:28

				for a woman to speak in the c1Co 14:35

				as also Christ is head of the c.Eph 5:23

				the head of the body, the c;Col 1:18

				are the angels of the seven c-es,Rv 1:20

				To the angel of the c in EphesusRv 2:1

				CIRCUMCISE

				your males must be c-d.Gn 17:10

				Abraham c-d him,Gn 21:4

				Therefore, c your heartsDt 10:16

				God will c your heartDt 30:6

				C yourselves to the Lord;Jr 4:4

				they came to c the childLk 1:59

				CIRCUMCISION

				and c is of the heartRm 2:29

				CIRCUMSTANCES

				learned to be content in whatever cPhp 4:11

				CISTERN

				may drink water from his own c2Kg 18:31

				Drink water from your own c,Pr 5:15

				dug c-s for themselves, cracked c-sJr 2:13

				Jeremiah had been put into the c.Jr 38:7

				CITIZEN

				realized Paul was a Roman cAc 22:29

				CITIZENSHIP

				but our c is in heaven,Php 3:20

				CITY

				Select your c-ies of refuge,Jos 20:2

				and c-ies you did not build,Jos 24:13

				unless the Lord watches over a c,Ps 127:1

				c situated on a hill cannot be hidden.Mt 5:14

				we do not have an enduring c;Heb 13:14

				saw the Holy C, new Jerusalem,Rv 21:2

				CLAIM (v)

				while c-ing to be somebody great.Ac 8:9

				C-ing to be wise, they became foolsRm 1:22

				CLAN

				small among the c-s of Judah;Mc 5:2

				CLAP

				C your hands, all you peoples;Ps 47:1

				trees of the field will c theirIs 55:12

				CLAY

				Does c say to the one forming it:Is 45:9

				we are the c, and You are our potter;Is 64:8

				has the potter no right over His c,Rm 9:21

				Now we have this treasure in c jars,2Co 4:7

				CLEAN

				of all the c animals, and twoGn 7:2

				The one who has c hands and aPs 24:4

				create a c heart for me andPs 51:10

				He made all foods c.Mk 7:19

				You are already c because of theJn 15:3

				God has made c, you must notAc 10:15

				CLEANSE

				my guilt, and c me from my sin.Ps 51:2

				c-ing her in the washing of waterEph 5:26

				C your hands, sinners, andJms 4:8

				to c us from all unrighteousness1Jn 1:9

				CLEAR (adj)

				the faith with a c conscience.1Tm 3:9

				keeping your conscience c,1Pt 3:16

				CLEAR (v)

				and He will c His threshingMt 3:12

				CLIMB

				I will c the palm tree and takeSg 7:8

				he c-ed up a sycamore tree to seeLk 19:4

				by the door but c-s in some otherJn 10:1

				CLING

				“Don’t c to Me,” Jesus told herJn 20:17

				Detest evil; c to what is good.Rm 12:9

				CLOAK

				Put your hand inside your c.Ex 4:6

				neighbor’s c as collateral,Ex 22:26

				Spread your c over me, for youRu 3:9

				Wrap your c around you,Ac 12:8

				You will roll them up like a c,Heb 1:12

				CLOTH

				Him snugly in c and laid HimLk 2:7

				CLOTHE

				and c-d me with gladnessPs 30:11

				If that’s how God c-s the grass ofMt 6:30

				I was naked and you c-d Me;Mt 25:36

				all of you c yourselves with humility1Pt 5:5

				CLOTHES

				your c ... did not wear out;Dt 29:5

				And why do you worry about c?Mt 6:28

				CLOTHING

				Your c did not wear out, andDt 8:4

				and they cast lots for my c.Ps 22:18

				and the body more than c?Mt 6:25

				come to you in sheep’s cMt 7:15

				they cast lots for My c.Jn 19:24

				CLOUD

				I have placed My bow in the c-s,Gn 9:13

				a pillar of c to lead themEx 13:21

				the mountain, the c covered it.Ex 24:15

				the c filled the Lord’s temple,1Kg 8:10

				coming with the c-s of heaven.Dn 7:13

				a bright c covered them, and a 
voice from the c said:Mt 17:5

				coming on the c-s of heaven withMt 24:30

				of Man coming in a c with powerLk 21:27

				a c received Him out of their sight.Ac 1:9

				in the c-s to meet the Lord in the1Th 4:17

				have such a large c of witnessesHeb 12:1

				He is coming with the c-s,Rv 1:7

				CLOUDLESS

				the sun rises on a c morning,2Sm 23:4

				COAL

				you will heap c-s on his head,Pr 25:22

				a glowing c that he had takenIs 6:6

				be heaping fiery c-s on his head.Rm 12:20

				COAT

				let him have your c as well.Mt 5:40

				COHEIR

				heirs of God and c-s with ChristRm 8:17

				COIN

				open its mouth you’ll find a c.Mt 17:27

				Show Me the c used for the tax.Mt 22:19

				if she loses one c,Lk 15:8

				widow dropping in two tiny c-s.Lk 21:2

				COLD

				just a cup of c water to oneMt 10:42

				that you are neither c nor hot.Rv 3:15

				COLLAPSED

				a great shout, and the wall c.Jos 6:20

				pounded that house, and it c.Mt 7:27

				COLLECTION

				Now about the c for the saints:1Co 16:1

				COLLECTOR

				even the tax c-s do the same?Mt 5:46

				Thomas and Matthew the tax c;Mt 10:3

				a friend of tax c-s and sinners!Mt 11:19

				a Pharisee and the other a tax c.Lk 18:10

				COLT

				on a donkey, on a c, the foal ofZch 9:9

				a donkey, even on a c, the foalMt 21:5

				sitting on a donkey’s c.Jn 12:15

				COME

				Blessed is he who c-s in the namePs 118:26

				Your kingdom c. Your will beMt 6:10

				to another, ‘C!’ and he c-sMt 8:9

				Are You the One who is to c,Mt 11:3

				Blessed is He who c-s in the nameMt 21:9

				Father gives Me will c to Me,Jn 6:37

				No one c-s to the Father exceptJn 14:6

				who is, who was, and who is c-ing;Rv 1:4

				Spirit and the bride say, “C!Rv 22:17

				one who is thirsty should c.Rv 22:17

				Amen! C, Lord Jesus!Rv 22:20

				COMFORT

				rod and Your staff—they c me.Ps 23:4

				“C, c My people,” says your God.Is 40:1

				For the Lord has c-ed His people,Is 49:13

				I—I am the One who c-s you.Is 51:12

				refusing to be c-ed for herJr 31:15

				mourn, because they will be c-ed.Mt 5:4

				COMFORTERS

				You are all miserable c.Jb 16:2

				COMING

				can endure the day of His c?Mal 3:2

				sign of Your c and of the endMt 24:3

				Now concerning the c of our Lord2Th 2:1

				be patient until the Lord’s c.Jms 5:7

				Where is the promise of His c?2Pt 3:4

				COMMAND (n)

				If you keep My c-s you will remainJn 15:10

				This is My c: love one anotherJn 15:12

				Now this is His c: that we1Jn 3:23

				love for God is: to keep His c-s. 
Now His c-s are not a burden,1Jn 5:3

				COMMAND (v)

				everything that God had c-ed him.Gn 6:22

				You must say whatever I c you;Ex 7:2

				not add anything to what I c youDt 4:2

				so that you may c your childrenDt 32:46

				He c-ed, and it came into existencePs 33:9

				for He c-ed, and they were created.Ps 148:5

				everything I have c-ed you.Mt 28:20

				love one another as He c-ed us.1Jn 3:23

				COMMANDMENT

				the covenant—the Ten C-s.Ex 34:28

				the c of the Lord is radiant,Ps 19:8

				I love Your c-s more than gold,Ps 119:127

				the greatest and most important c.Mt 22:38

				I give you a new c:Jn 13:34

				love Me, you will keep My c-s.Jn 14:15

				the c is holy and just and good.Rm 7:12

				who keep the c-s of God andRv 14:12

				

				COMMIT

				C your way to the Lord;Ps 37:5

				C your activities to the LordPr 16:3

				Everyone who c-s sin is a slave ofJn 8:34

				COMPARE

				nothing you desire c-s with her.Pr 3:15

				To what should I c this generation?Mt 11:16

				What can I c the kingdom of GodLk 13:20

				are not worth c-ing with the gloryRm 8:18

				c-ing themselves to themselves,2Co 10:12

				COMPASSION

				I will have c on whom I have c.Ex 33:19

				As a father has c on his children,Ps 103:13

				My c is stirred!Hs 11:8

				crowds, He felt c for themMt 9:36

				I will have c on whom I have c.Rm 9:15

				put on heartfelt c, kindnessCol 3:12

				COMPASSIONATE

				I will listen because I am c.Ex 22:27

				the Lord your God is a c God.Dt 4:31

				gracious and c, slow to angerNeh 9:17

				And be kind and c to one anotherEph 4:32

				Lord is very c and merciful.Jms 5:11

				COMPELS

				Christ’s love c us, since we2Co 5:14

				COMPETES

				Now everyone who c exercises1Co 9:25

				if anyone c as an athlete,2Tm 2:5

				COMPLAINT

				He has heard your c-s about Him.Ex 16:7

				I will express my c and speakJb 10:1

				I pour out my c before Him;Ps 142:2

				anyone has a c against anotherCol 3:13

				COMPLETE (adj)

				in you and your joy may be c.Jn 15:11

				that the man of God may be c,2Tm 3:17

				that you may be mature and c,Jms 1:4

				so that our joy may be c.1Jn 1:4

				COMPLETED (v)

				God c His work that He had doneGn 2:2

				When the 1,000 years are c,Rv 20:7

				COMPLETION

				carry it on to c until the dayPhp 1:6

				CONCEAL

				I did not c Your constant lovePs 40:10

				the glory of God to c a matterPr 25:2

				who c-s his sins will not prosper,Pr 28:13

				it was c-ed from them so that theyLk 9:45

				CONCEIT

				Do nothing out of rivalry or c,Php 2:3

				CONCEITED (adj)

				he is c, understanding nothing1Tm 6:4

				CONCEIVE

				was sinful when my mother c-d me.Ps 51:5

				The virgin will c, have a sonIs 7:14

				what has been c-d in her is by theMt 1:20

				You will c and give birth to aLk 1:31

				desire has c-d, it gives birthJms 1:15

				CONDEMN

				who is he who will c Me?Is 50:9

				by your words you will be c-ed.Mt 12:37

				And they all c-ed HimMk 14:64

				Do not c, and you will not be c-ed.Lk 6:37

				Who is the one who c-s?Rm 8:34

				because if our hearts c us,1Jn 3:20

				

				CONDEMNATION

				Their c is deserved!Rm 3:8

				no c now exists for those inRm 8:1

				fall into the c of the Devil.1Tm 3:6

				CONDUCT (n)

				shameful c is pleasure for a fool,Pr 10:23

				are to be holy in all your c;1Pt 1:15

				CONDUCT (v)

				knows how to c himself beforeEc 6:8

				you are to c yourselves in1Pt 1:17

				CONFESS

				the live goat and c over it allLv 16:21

				I will c my transgressions toPs 32:5

				if you c with your mouth, “JesusRm 10:9

				tongue should c that JesusPhp 2:11

				If we c our sins, He is faithful1Jn 1:9

				CONFESSION

				have made a good c before many1Tm 6:12

				let us hold fast to the c.Heb 4:14

				CONFIDENCE

				and do not put c in the fleshPhp 3:3

				CONFORMED

				Do not be c to this age, but beRm 12:2

				being c to His death,Php 3:10

				do not be c to the desires of1Pt 1:14

				CONFUSE

				down there and c their languageGn 11:7

				CONQUER

				I have c-ed the world.Jn 16:33

				Do not be c-ed by evil, but c evilRm 12:21

				CONSCIENCE

				Their c-s testify in support ofRm 2:15

				their c, being weak, is defiled.1Co 8:7

				CONSECRATE

				C every firstborn male to Me,Ex 13:2

				Joshua told the people, “C yourselvesJos 3:5

				CONSPIRE

				and the rulers c togetherPs 2:2

				they c-d to arrest JesusMt 26:4

				CONSUME

				bush was on fire but was not c-d.Ex 3:2

				fire fell and c-d the burnt offering1Kg 18:38

				zeal for Your house has c-d me,Ps 69:9

				Zeal for Your house will c Me.Jn 2:17

				for our God is a c-ing fire.Heb 12:29

				CONTAIN

				heaven, cannot c You, much less1Kg 8:27

				itself could c the books thatJn 21:25

				CONTEMPT

				some to shame and eternal c.Dn 12:2

				things and be treated with c?Mk 9:12

				CONTEND

				Will the one who c-s with theJb 40:2

				will c with the one who c-s with youIs 49:25

				exhort you to c for the faithJd 3

				CONTENT

				have learned to be c in whateverPhp 4:11

				CONTRARY

				a gospel c to what you received,Gl 1:9

				law therefore c to God’s promises?Gl 3:21

				CONTROL (v)

				is also able to c his whole bodyJms 3:2

				CONVERT

				must not be a new c, or he might1Tm 3:6

				CONVERTED

				unless you are c and become likeMt 18:3

				CONVICT

				He will c the world about sin,Jn 16:8

				c them of all their their ungodly deedsJd 15

				CONVINCING (adj)

				alive to them by many c proofs,Ac 1:3

				COPING

				from foundation to c and from1Kg 7:9

				COPPER

				whose hills you will mine c.Dt 8:9

				COPPERSMITH

				blacksmiths and c-s to repair the2Ch 24:12

				Alexander the c did great harm2Tm 4:14

				CORD

				A c of three strands is notEc 4:12

				CORNELIUS

				Centurion; Christian (Ac 10).

				CORNER

				at the four c-s of the earth,Rv 7:1; 20:8

				CORNERSTONE

				rejected has become the c.Ps 118:22

				a precious c, a sure foundation;Is 28:16

				builders rejected has become the c.Mt 21:42

				Christ Jesus Himself as the c.Eph 2:20

				in Zion, a chosen and valuable c,1Pt 2:6

				CORPSE

				Where the c is, there alsoLk 17:37

				CORRECT

				for rebuking, for c-ing, for training2Tm 3:16

				CORRUPT (adj)

				the earth was c in God’s sight,Gn 6:11

				all alike have become c.Ps 14:3

				CORRUPT (v)

				Bad company c-s good morals.1Co 15:33

				COST

				offerings that c me nothing.2Sm 24:24

				without money and without c!Is 55:1

				calculate the c to see if he hasLk 14:28

				COUNSELOR

				but with many c-s there isPr 11:14

				He will be named Wonderful C,Is 9:6

				But the C, the Holy Spirit—theJn 14:26

				Or who has been His c?Rm 11:34

				COUNT

				c the stars, if you are able to c them.Gn 15:5

				not c-ing their trespasses against2Co 5:19

				COURAGEOUS

				Be strong and c, for you will goJos 1:6

				Be c! I have conquered the world.Jn 16:33

				COURT

				a day in Your c-s than a thousandPs 84:10

				and His c-s with praise.Ps 100:4

				Don’t take a matter to c hastily.Pr 25:8

				COVENANT

				I will establish My c with you,Gn 6:18

				I am confirming My c with youGn 9:9

				I will make a new c withJr 31:31

				This cup is the new cLk 22:20

				This cup is the new c in My blood1Co 11:25

				COVER (v)

				is forgiven, whose sin is c-ed!Ps 32:1

				but love c-s all offenses.Pr 10:12

				forgiven and whose sins are c-ed!Rm 4:7

				if a woman’s head is not c-ed,1Co 11:6

				and c a multitude of sins.Jms 5:20

				since love c-s a multitude of sins1Pt 4:8

				COVET

				Do not c your neighbor’sEx 20:17

				what it is to c if the law had notRm 7:7

				CREATE

				In the beginning God c-d the heavensGn 1:1

				God c-d man in His own image;Gn 1:27

				c a clean heart for mePs 51:10

				All things were c-d through Him,Jn 1:3

				c-d in Christ Jesus for good worksEph 2:10

				by Him everything was c-d,Col 1:16

				CREATION

				He rested from His work of c.Gn 2:3

				is in Christ, there is a new c;2Co 5:17

				the firstborn over all c;Col 1:15

				CREATOR

				So remember your C in the daysEc 12:1

				created instead of the C,Rm 1:25

				CREDIT (v)

				He c-ed it to him as righteousness.Gn 15:6

				it was c-ed to him for righteousness.Rm 4:3

				to whom God c-s righteousnessRm 4:6

				CRETE

				Island in the Mediterranean Sea. Paul assigned Titus as supervisor there (Ti 1:5) and moored there on his way to Rome (Ac 27).

				CRIMSON

				though they are as red as c,Is 1:18

				CROOKED

				out what He has made c?Ec 7:13

				the c will become straight,Lk 3:5

				CROSS (n)

				doesn’t take up his c and followMt 10:38

				except the c of our Lord JesusGl 6:14

				death—even to death on a c.Php 2:8

				joy that lay before Him endured a cHeb 12:2

				CROW

				the rooster c-s, you will deny MeMt 26:34

				CROWD

				I have compassion on the c,Mt 15:32

				CROWN (n)

				twisted together a c of thorns,Mt 27:29

				for me the c of righteousness,2Tm 4:8

				cast their c-s before the throne,Rv 4:10

				CRUCIFY see also RECRUCIFYING

				But they kept shouting, “C Him!”Mt 27:23

				they c-ied Him and two othersJn 19:18

				we preach Christ c-ied, a stumbling1Co 1:23

				I have been c-ied with Christ;Gl 2:19

				CRUSH

				c-ed because of our iniquities;Is 53:5

				will soon c Satan under your feet.Rm 16:20

				CRUSHED (adj)

				He saves those c in spirit.Ps 34:18

				in every way but not c;2Co 4:8

				CUP

				head with oil; my c overflows.Ps 23:5

				gives just a c of cold water toMt 10:42

				let this c pass from Me.Mt 26:39

				This c is the new covenant in1Co 11:25

				CURSE (n)

				before you a blessing and a c:Dt 11:26

				hung on a tree is under God’s c.Dt 21:23

				redeemed us from the c of the law 
by becoming a c for us,Gl 3:13

				CURSE (v)

				I will c those who treat youGn 12:3

				C God and die!Jb 2:9

				bless those who c you, pray forLk 6:28

				CURTAIN

				the c of the sanctuary was splitMt 27:51

				CYMBAL

				sounding gong or a clanging c.1Co 13:1

				CYRUS

				King of Persia; used by God (Is 44:28; 45:1); permitted the exiles to return and rebuild the temple (2Ch 36:22–Ezr 1:8; 3:7; 4:3-5; 5:13–6:14).

				DAGON

				Philistine god (Jdg 16:23; 1Sm 5:2-7; 1Ch 10:10).

				DAILY

				Give us today our d bread.Mt 6:11

				up his cross d, and follow Me.Lk 9:23

				DAMASCUS

				he traveled and was nearing D,Ac 9:3

				DAN

				Son of Jacob and Bilhah (Gn 30:4-6; 35:25). Tribe; unable to conquer allotted land west of Jerusalem and up the coast to Joppa; took land in the far north (Jos 19:40-48; Jdg 18). City (Jdg 18:29).

				DANCE (n)

				You turned my lament into d-ing;Ps 30:11

				DANCE (v)

				David was d-ing with all his might2Sm 6:14

				DANGER

				I fear no d, for You are withPs 23:4

				d-s in the city, d-s in the open2Co 11:26

				DANIEL

				1. Son of David (1Ch 3:1).

				2. Prophet during the exile in Babylon. Called Belteshazzar (Dn 1:7); refused to eat the king’s food (1:8-20); interpreted the king’s dreams (Dn 3; 4) and the writing on the wall (Dn 5); thrown in the lion’s den (Dn 6). Received visions (Dn 7–12).

				DARIUS

				1. The Mede, who conquered Babylon (Dn 5:31).

				2. Darius I of Persia allowed the rebuilding of the temple (Ezr 4:5; 5–6; Hg 1:1; Zch 1:1).

				3. Darius II of Persia (Neh 12:22).

				DARKEST

				when I go through the d valley,Ps 23:4

				DARKNESS

				walking in d have seen a greatIs 9:2

				shines in the d, yet the d did notJn 1:5

				you were once d, but nowEph 5:8

				DAVID

				Youngest son of Jesse, anointed king by Samuel (Ru 4:17-22; 1Sm 16:1-13). Sought God’s heart (1Sm 13:14; Ac 13:22). Killed Goliath (1Sm 17). Covenant of friendship with Jonathan (18:1-4; 19–20; 23:16-18). Spared Saul’s life (1Sm 24; 26). Anointed king of Judah (2Sm 2:1-11) and Israel (5:1-4).

				Conquered Jerusalem (5:6-9) and brought the ark there (2Sm 6). Was promised by God that He would keep his descendant on the throne (2Sm 7). 
Prepared for building the temple (1Ch 22–29). Psalmist, musician (Ps 23:1), and prophet (Mt 22:43; Ac 1:16; 4:25).

				Committed adultery with Bathsheba and murdered Uriah, then was confronted by Nathan (2Sm 11–12). Family and political troubles followed: Amnon, Tamar, and Absalom (2Sm 13–18); Sheba (2Sm 20); punished for military census (2Sm 24; 1Ch 21); Adonijah and Solomon (1Kg 1–2).

				Named Solomon as successor (1Kg 1:29-30). Died (2Sm 23:1-7; 1Kg 2:10-12). Ancestor of Jesus (Mt 1:1,6); Jesus is heir to his throne forever (Mt 12:23; 21:9; Mk 11:10; Lk 1:32; Rv 22:16).

				DAY

				God called the light “d,”Gn 1:5

				pursue me all the d-s of my life,Ps 23:6

				This is the d the Lord has madePs 118:24

				Give us each d our daily bread.Lk 11:3

				well that the D of the Lord will1Th 5:2

				one d is like 1,000 years,2Pt 3:8

				DEACONS

				D, likewise, should be1Tm 3:8

				DEAD

				and let the d bury their own d.Mt 8:22

				He is not the God of the d,Mt 22:32

				consider yourselves d to sin,Rm 6:11

				you were d in your trespassesEph 2:1

				and the d in Christ will rise1Th 4:16

				also faith without works is d.Jms 2:26

				DEAD SEA

				The end of the Jordan River, forming the southeastern border of Canaan (Nm 34:3; Jos 15:5); also called the Sea of the Arabah (Dt 3:17; Jos 3:16; 12:3; 2Kg 14:25) and the eastern sea (Ezk 47:18; Zch 14:8).

				DEAF

				On that day the d will hear theIs 29:18

				the d hear, the dead are raised,Mt 11:5

				DEATH

				but has passed from d to life.Jn 5:24

				For the wages of sin is d,Rm 6:23

				I hold the keys of d and Hades.Rv 1:18

				DEBORAH

				Prophet and judge (Jdg 4–5).

				DEBTS

				forgive us our d, as we alsoMt 6:12

				DECEIT

				disputes, d, and malice.Rm 1:29

				and no d was found in His mouth;1Pt 2:22

				DECEIVE

				Let no one d you with emptyEph 5:6

				DECREE

				In those days a d went out fromLk 2:1

				DEER

				As a d longs for streams ofPs 42:1

				makes my feet like those of a dHab 3:19

				DEFENSE

				ready to give a d to anyone who1Pt 3:15

				DEFILES

				out of the mouth, this d a man.Mt 15:11

				DELIGHT (n)

				his d is in the Lord’sPs 1:2

				beloved Son. I take d in Him!Mt 3:17

				DELIGHT (v)

				rescued me because He d-ed in me.Ps 18:19

				I d to do Your will, my God;Ps 40:8

				just as a father, the son he d-s in.Pr 3:12

				My beloved in whom My soul d-s;Mt 12:18

				DELIVER

				but d us from the evil one.Mt 6:13

				He was d-ed up for our trespassesRm 4:25

				DELIVERER

				my fortress, and my d,2Sm 22:2; Ps 18:2

				DELUGE

				I am bringing a dGn 6:17

				DEMOLITION

				for the d of strongholds.2Co 10:4

				DEMON

				The d-s also believe—and theyJms 2:19

				DEN

				are making it a d of thieves!Mt 21:13

				DENY

				he must d himself, take upMt 16:24

				you will d Me three times!Mt 26:34

				of religion but d-ing its power.2Tm 3:5

				DEPART

				scepter will not d from Judah,Gn 49:10

				is old he will not d from it.Pr 22:6

				on the left, ‘D from Me, you whoMt 25:41

				DEPTH

				the d of the riches both of theRm 11:33

				DESCEND

				the Spirit d-ing from heaven likeJn 1:32

				The One who d-ed is the same asEph 4:10

				Himself will d from heaven with1Th 4:16

				DESERVE

				has not dealt with us as our sins dPs 103:10

				DESIRE (n)

				Your d will be for your husbandGn 3:16

				carry out the d of the flesh.Gl 5:16

				I have the d to depart and bePhp 1:23

				DESIRE (v)

				For I d loyalty and notHs 6:6

				I d mercy and not sacrificeMt 9:13; 12:7

				But d the greater gifts.1Co 12:31

				DESOLATE

				your house is left to you d.Mt 23:38

				DESOLATION

				set up the abomination of d.Dn 11:31

				the abomination that causes d,Mt 24:15

				DESPAIR (n)

				we are perplexed but not in d;2Co 4:8

				DESPAIRED

				so that we even d of life.2Co 1:8

				DESPISE

				So Esau d-d his birthright.Gn 25:34

				fools d wisdom and instruction.Pr 1:7

				He was d-d and rejected by men,Is 53:3

				devoted to one and d the other.Mt 6:24

				God has chosen ... d-d things1Co 1:28

				a cross and d-d the shame,Heb 12:2

				DESTINED

				this child is d to cause theLk 2:34

				DESTROY

				who is able to d both soul andMt 10:28

				if our earthly house, a tent, is d-ed,2Co 5:1

				who is able to save and to d.Jms 4:12

				DESTRUCTION

				Pride comes before d,Pr 16:18

				road is broad that leads to d,Mt 7:13

				DETERMINES

				but the Lord d his steps.Pr 16:9

				DEVIL

				to be tempted by the D.Mt 4:1

				who is called the D and Satan,Rv 12:9

				DEVOUR

				You d widows’ housesMt 23:14

				DIE

				from it, you will certainly d.Gn 2:17

				Where you d, I will d, and there IRu 1:17

				but fools d for lack of sense.Pr 10:21

				a time to give birth and a time to d;Ec 3:2

				Even if I have to d with You,Mt 26:35

				believes in Me will never dJn 11:26

				moment, Christ d-d for the ungodlyRm 5:6

				living is Christ and dying is gain.Php 1:21

				for people to d onceHeb 9:27

				DINAH

				Daughter of Jacob and Leah (Gn 30:21). Raped by Shechem; avenged by Simeon and Levi (Gn 34).

				DINNER

				in to him and have d with him,Rv 3:20

				DISCIPLE

				A d is not above his teacher,Mt 10:24

				and make d-s of all nations,Mt 28:19

				come after Me cannot be My d.Lk 14:27

				My word, you really are My d-s.Jn 8:31

				and the d-s were first calledAc 11:26

				DISCOURAGED

				Do not be afraid or d,Jos 1:9

				DISCUSS

				“Come, let us d this,” says theIs 1:18

				DISEASE

				He heals all your d-s.Ps 103:3

				and healing every d and sicknessMt 4:23

				DISGUISED

				Satan himself is d as an angel2Co 11:14

				DISHONOR (n)

				sown in d, raised in glory;1Co 15:43

				DISOBEDIENCE

				through one man’s d the many wereRm 5:19

				DISOBEDIENT

				spirit now working in the d.Eph 2:2

				DISORDER

				is not a God of d but of peace.1Co 14:33

				DISTINCTION

				believe, since there is no d.Rm 3:22

				DISTINGUISHING

				to another, d between spirits1Co 12:10

				DIVIDED

				They d my garments amongPs 22:18

				Every kingdom d against itselfMt 12:25

				Him they d His clothesMt 27:35

				Is Christ d? Was it Paul who was1Co 1:13

				DIVINATION

				not to practice d or sorcery.Lv 19:26

				DIVINE

				For His d power has given us2Pt 1:3

				DIVISIONS

				that there be no d among you,1Co 1:10

				DIVORCE

				If he hates and d-s his wife,Mal 2:16

				permitted you to d your wivesMt 19:8

				DOCTRINE

				teaching as d-s the commands ofMt 15:9

				they will not tolerate sound d,2Tm 4:3

				DOERS

				But be d of the word and notJms 1:22

				DOG

				The d-s will eat Jezebel in the1Kg 21:23

				since a live d is better than aEc 9:4

				bread and throw it to the d-s.Mk 7:27

				DONKEY

				riding on a d, on a colt, the foal ofZch 9:9

				mounted on a d, even on a coltMt 21:5

				DOOR

				and the d will be opened to youMt 7:7

				I am the d. If anyone enters byJn 10:9

				I stand at the d and knock.Rv 3:20

				DOORPOSTS

				blood and put it on the two dEx 12:7

				Write them on the d of your houseDt 6:9

				DOUBT (v)

				of little faith, why did you d?Mt 14:31

				If you have faith and do not d,Mt 21:21

				DOVE

				he sent out a d to see whetherGn 8:8

				Spirit of God descending like a dMt 3:16

				serpents and as harmless as d-s.Mt 10:16

				DRAW

				D near to God, and He will d nearJms 4:8

				DREAMS

				your old men will have d, andJl 2:28

				and your old men will dream d.Ac 2:17

				DRINK (v)

				and so they all drank from it.Mk 14:23

				all made to d of one Spirit.1Co 12:13

				DRIVE

				did not d them out completely.Jos 17:13

				He drove everyone out of the templeJn 2:15

				DRUNK (adj)

				And don’t get d with wine,Eph 5:18

				DRUNKARD

				a reviler, a d or a swindler.1Co 5:11

				DRUNKENNESS

				envy, d, carousing, and anythingGl 5:21

				DRY (adj)

				and let the d land appear.Gn 1:9

				D bones, hear the word ofEzk 37:4

				DULL

				D the minds of these people;Is 6:10

				DUST

				man out of the d from the groundGn 2:7

				remembering that we are d.Ps 103:14

				all come from d, and all return to d.Ec 3:20

				shake the d off your feet whenMt 10:14

				DWELL

				and I will d in the house of thePs 23:6

				the Messiah may d in your heartsEph 3:17

				DWELLING

				house are many d places;Jn 14:2

				EAGLE

				I carried you on e-s’ wings andEx 19:4

				they will soar on wings like e-s;Is 40:31

				the left, and the face of an e.Ezk 1:10

				EAR

				otherwise they ... hear with their e-s,Is 6:10

				has seen and no e has heard,1Co 2:9

				who has an e should listen toRv 2:7

				EARTH

				God created the heavens and the e.Gn 1:1

				The e and everything in it,Ps 24:1

				His glory fills the whole e.Is 6:3

				they will inherit the e.Mt 5:5

				EARTHLY

				They are focused on e things,Php 3:19

				EARTHQUAKE

				but the Lord was not in the e.1Kg 19:11

				A violent e occurred;Rv 6:12

				EAST

				As far as the e is from the westPs 103:12

				EASY

				For My yoke is e and My burdenMt 11:30

				EAT

				You are free to e from any treeGn 2:16

				she took some of its fruit and ate it;Gn 3:6

				words were found, and I ate themJr 15:16

				E this scroll, then go and speakEzk 3:1

				Everyone ate and was filled.Mt 14:20

				They all ate and were filled.Mt 15:37

				and said, “Take and e it;Mt 26:26

				Get up, Peter; kill and e!Ac 10:13

				EDEN

				Lord God planted a garden in E,Gn 2:8

				EGYPT

				sold Joseph in E to Potiphar,Gn 37:36

				Out of E I called My Son.Mt 2:15

				EHUD

				Benjaminite judge (Jdg 3:12-30).

				ELAH

				Son of Baasha; king of Israel (1Kg 16:6-14).

				ELDERS

				The e who are good leaders1Tm 5:17

				ELEAZAR

				Son of Aaron; high priest (Ex 6:23; Nm 20:25-28). Helped Joshua distribute land (Jos 14:1).

				ELECTION

				to confirm your calling and e,2Pt 1:10

				ELI

				High priest at Samuel’s birth (1Sm 1–4). Blessed Hannah (1:17; 2:20). Failed to discipline his sons (2:12-17,22-36). Died when the ark was captured (4:11-18).

				ELIAKIM

				1. Son of Hilkiah; Hezekiah’s administrator (2Kg 18:18; Is 22:20; 36:3).

				2. Son of Josiah; king of Judah. Called Jehoiakim (2Kg 23:34; 2Ch 36:4).

				ELIEZER

				1. Abraham’s servant (Gn 15:2).

				2. Son of Moses (Ex 18:4; 1Ch 23:15).

				3. Ancestor of Jesus (Lk 3:29).

				ELIJAH

				Prophet against Ahab and Ahaziah. Predicted famine (1Kg 17:1; Jms 5:17). Fed by ravens (1Kg 17:2-7); fed by widow (17:8-16; Lk 4:26); raised widow’s son (1Kg 17:17-24). Defeated prophets of Baal (18:19-40). Fled Jezebel (19:1-3). Chose Elisha to succeed him (19:16,19-21); taken up into heaven (2Kg 2:1-12).

				Forerunner to the Messiah, embodied in John the Baptist (Mal 4:5; Mt 11:14; 17:10-13; Lk 1:17). Appeared with Jesus (Mt 17:3-4).

				ELISHA

				Prophet; successor to Elijah (1Kg 19:16-21; 2Kg 2:1-18). Made bad water good (2:19-22); called bear to punish boys (2:23-24); provided water for army (3:13-22). Provided miraculous supply of oil for widow (4:1-7); granted son to barren woman and restored him to life (4:8-37). Healed Naaman and punished Gehazi (5:1-27). Made axe head float (6:5-7). Blinded Syrian army (6:8–7:20). A man was revived by touching his dead bones (13:20-21).

				Made Hazael king of Syria (8:7-15) and Jehu king of Israel (9:1-13).

				ELIZABETH

				Mother of John the Baptist; Mary’s relative (Lk 1).

				EMPTIED

				He e Himself by assumingPhp 2:7

				EMPTY (adj)

				deceive you with e arguments,Eph 5:6

				END (n)

				but its e is the way to death.Pr 14:12

				endures to the e will be delivered.Mt 24:13

				He loved them to the e.Jn 13:1

				Christ is the e of the law forRm 10:4

				END (v)

				Love never e-s. But as for1Co 13:8

				ENDURES

				the one who e to the end willMt 10:22

				hopes all things, e all things.1Co 13:7

				ENEMY

				me in the presence of my e-ies;Ps 23:5

				love your e-ies and pray for thoseMt 5:44

				The last e He abolishes is death1Co 15:26

				world’s friend becomes God’s e.Jms 4:4

				ENLIGHTENED

				eyes of your heart may be eEph 1:18

				ENOCH

				Father of Methuselah (Gn 5:18-21); prophet (Jd 14); walked with God, and God took him (Gn 5:22-24; Heb 11:5).

				ENSLAVED

				want to be e to them all over again?Gl 4:9

				ENSNARES

				the sin that so easily e us,Heb 12:1

				ENTANGLED

				soldier gets e in the concerns2Tm 2:4

				ENTER

				you will never e the kingdom ofMt 5:20

				E through the narrow gate.Mt 7:13

				he cannot e the kingdom of God.Jn 3:5

				just as sin e-ed the world throughRm 5:12

				ENTHRONED

				e on the praises of Israel.Ps 22:3

				ENTRUSTED

				what has been e to me until that2Tm 1:12

				EPHRAIM

				Son of Joseph (Gn 41:52); tribe with territory north and west of Bethel (Gn 48; Jos 14:4; 16:4-5); designation for Israel (Is 11:13; Jr 7:15; Ezk 37:16; Hs 5:13).

				EQUAL

				making Himself e with God.Jn 5:18

				EQUALITY

				did not consider e with God asPhp 2:6

				ERROR

				from the e of his way willJms 5:20

				ESAU

				Son of Isaac; elder twin of Jacob (Gn 25:24-26); rejected by God (Mal 1:2-3; Rm 9:13); sold birthright (Gn 25:30-34; Heb 12:16); tricked out of blessing (Gn 27:1-30; Heb 11:20); reconciled with Jacob (Gn 33:4-16). Progenitor of Edomites in Seir (Dt 2:4-29).

				ESCAPE (n)

				will also provide a way of e,1Co 10:13

				ESTABLISH

				But I will e My covenant withGn 6:18

				ESTHER

				Persian name of Hadassah, Mordecai’s cousin (Est 2:7). Chosen queen of Persia (2:16-18); interceded at great risk to foil a plot to exterminate the Jews (Est 3–9).

				ETERNAL

				must I do to have e life?Mt 19:16

				not perish but have e life.Jn 3:16

				gift of God is e life in ChristRm 6:23

				incomparable e weight of glory.2Co 4:17

				may know that you have e life.1Jn 5:13

				ETERNITY

				from e to e, You are God.Ps 90:2

				has also put e in their heartsEc 3:11

				EVALUATES

				The One who e me is the Lord.1Co 4:4

				EVANGELIST

				prophets, some e-s, some pastorsEph 4:11

				the work of an e, fulfill your2Tm 4:5

				EVE

				First woman; wife of Adam (Gn 3:20; 4:1-2,25). Gave in to temptation (3:1; 2Co 11:3; 1Tm 2:13-14).

				EVIL

				of the knowledge of good and e.Gn 2:9

				To fear the Lord is to hate e.Pr 8:13

				who call e good and good e,Is 5:20

				but deliver us from the e one.Mt 6:13

				protect them from the e one.Jn 17:15

				is a root of all kinds of e,1Tm 6:10

				EXALT

				let us e His name together.Ps 34:3

				You are e-ed above all the gods.Ps 97:9

				Righteousness e-s a nation, butPr 14:34

				humbles himself will be e-ed.Mt 23:12

				the Lord, and He will e you.Jms 4:10

				EXAMINE

				So a man should e himself;1Co 11:28

				EXAMPLE

				given you an e that you alsoJn 13:15

				these things became e-s for us,1Co 10:6

				EXCUSE (n)

				they have no e for their sin.Jn 15:22

				As a result, people are without e.Rm 1:20

				EXIST

				and through whom all things e,Heb 2:10

				believe that He e-s and rewardsHeb 11:6

				EXPECT

				coming at an hour you do not e.Mt 24:44

				EXPOSE

				so that his deeds may not be e-d.Jn 3:20

				darkness, but instead, e them.Eph 5:11

				EXTINGUISH

				will be able to e the flamingEph 6:16

				EYE

				e for e, tooth for tooth,Ex 21:24; Lv 24:20

				For the e-s of the Lord range2Ch 16:9

				If your right e causes you toMt 5:29

				the speck in your brother’s e butMt 7:3

				I pray that the e-s of your heartEph 1:18

				EYEWITNESSES

				original e ... handed them down to usLk 1:2

				we were e of His majesty.2Pt 1:16

				EZEKIEL

				Hebrew prophet at the time of the exile, writing from Babylon (Ezk 1:1; 2Kg 24:14-16). Wrote about the fall of Jerusalem (Ezk 33:21) and the ultimate restoration of the city and temple (Ezk 40–48).

				EZRA

				Priest and teacher of the law; leader of the returning exiles, sent by King Artaxerxes of Persia to reestablish worship in the temple (Ezr 7–8). Nehemiah’s colleague (Neh 8:2,6; 12:31-37). Made priests stop intermarriage with foreigners (Ezr 9–10).

				FACE

				I have seen God f to f,Gn 32:30

				the Lord spoke with Moses f to f,Ex 33:11

				Lord make His f shine on you,Nm 6:25

				a mirror, but then f to f.1Co 13:12

				and His f was shining like the sunRv 1:16

				FAILED

				as though the word of God has f.Rm 9:6

				FAINT (v)

				they will walk and not f.Is 40:31

				FAITH

				righteous one will live by his f.Hab 2:4

				If you have f the size of a mustardMt 17:20

				three remain: f, hope, and love.1Co 13:13

				for we walk by f, not by sight2Co 5:7

				grace you are saved through f,Eph 2:8

				finished the race, I have kept the f.2Tm 4:7

				Now f is the reality of what isHeb 11:1

				Now without f it is impossibleHeb 11:6

				source and perfecter of our f,Heb 12:2

				FAITHFUL

				goodness and f love will pursuePs 23:6

				Well done, good and f slave!Mt 25:21

				God is f and He will not allow1Co 10:13

				He who calls you is f, who also1Th 5:24

				for He who promised is f.Heb 10:23

				He is f and righteous to forgive1Jn 1:9

				FAITHFULNESS

				to heaven, Your f to the skies.Ps 36:5

				great is Your f!Lm 3:23

				FAITHLESS

				if we are f, He remains faithful,2Tm 2:13

				FALL

				have sinned and f short of theRm 3:23

				FALSE

				Do not give f testimony againstEx 20:16

				Beware of f prophets who comeMt 7:15

				F messiahs and f prophets willMt 24:24

				FAMILY

				from whom every f in heaven andEph 3:15

				FAMINE

				There was a f in the land,Gn 12:10

				seven years of f will take placeGn 41:30

				FAST (v)

				After He had f-ed 40 days and 40Mt 4:2

				Whenever you f, don’t beMt 6:16

				FASTING

				come out except by prayer and f.Mt 17:21

				FATHER

				a man leaves his f and motherGn 2:24

				Honor your f and your mother soEx 20:12

				Eternal F, Prince of Peace.Is 9:6

				Our F in heaven, Your name beMt 6:9

				that I had to be in My F-’s house?Lk 2:49

				Stop turning my F’s house intoJn 2:16

				The F and I are one.Jn 10:30

				In My F-’s house are many dwellingJn 14:2

				comes to the F except throughJn 14:6

				FATHERLESS

				A father of the f and a championPs 68:5

				FAULT

				Why then does He still find f?Rm 9:19

				FAULTLESS

				who are f in a crookedPhp 2:15

				FAVOR (n)

				Noah ... found f in the eyes ofGn 6:8

				for you have found f with God.Lk 1:30

				FEAR (n)

				salvation with f and trembling.Php 2:12

				There is no f in love; instead, 
perfect love drives out f,1Jn 4:18

				FEAR (v)

				F the Lord your God, worship HimDt 6:13

				darkest valley, I f no danger, forPs 23:4

				but a woman who f-s the Lord willPr 31:30

				So the one who f-s has not reached1Jn 4:18

				FEASTS

				I hate, I despise your f!Am 5:21

				FEED

				“F My lambs,” He told him.Jn 21:15

				FEEDING

				and laid Him in a f troughLk 2:7

				FEET

				You put everything under his f:Ps 8:6

				is a lamp for my f and a lightPs 119:105

				began to wash His disciples’ fJn 13:5

				FELLOWSHIP

				this is the law of the f sacrificeLv 7:11

				Or what f does light have with2Co 6:14

				FEMALE

				He created them male and f.Gn 1:27

				slave or free, male or f;Gl 3:28

				FEW

				are invited, but f are chosen.Mt 22:14

				FIELD

				how the wildflowers of the f grow:Mt 6:28

				out in the f-s and keeping watchLk 2:8

				your eyes and look at the f-s,Jn 4:35

				You are God’s f, God’s building1Co 3:9

				FIG

				so they sewed f leaves togetherGn 3:7

				FIGHT (n)

				Fight the good f for the faith;1Tm 6:12

				I have fought the good f, I have2Tm 4:7

				FIGHT (v)

				The Lord will f for you;Ex 14:14

				F the good fight for the faith;1Tm 6:12

				I have fought the good fight, I have2Tm 4:7

				FILL (v)

				Be fruitful, multiply, f the earth,Gn 1:28

				the God of hope f you with allRm 15:13

				but be f-ed with the SpiritEph 5:18

				FILTH

				all things and consider them f,Php 3:8

				FIND

				who f-s a wife f-s a good thingPr 18:22

				the Lord while He may be found;Is 55:6

				FINISHED

				He said, “It is f!”Jn 19:30

				FIRE

				and the pillar of f by nightEx 13:22

				you with the Holy Spirit and f.Mt 3:11

				like flames of f that wereAc 2:3

				second death, the lake of f.Rv 20:14

				FIRST

				But seek f the kingdom of GodMt 6:33

				f will be last, and the last f.Mt 19:30

				We love because He f loved us.1Jn 4:19

				I am the F and the Last,Rv 1:17

				FIRSTBORN

				she gave birth to her f Son,Lk 2:7

				FISH (n)

				Jonah was in the f three daysJnh 1:17

				have five loaves and two f here,Mt 14:17

				FISH (v)

				I will make you f for people!Mt 4:19

				FLEE

				Where can I f from Your presencePs 139:7

				Devil, and he will f from you.Jms 4:7

				FLEECE

				If dew is only on the f,Jdg 6:37

				FLEETING

				is deceptive and beauty is f,Pr 31:30

				FLESH

				of my bone, and f of my f;Gn 2:23

				wife, and they become one f.Gn 2:24

				yet I will see God in my f.Jb 19:26

				and give you a heart of f.Ezk 36:26

				is willing, but the f is weak.Mt 26:41

				is not against f and blood,Eph 6:12

				FLOCK

				protects His f like a shepherdIs 40:11

				FLOWER

				withers, the f-s fade, but the wordIs 40:8

				FOAL

				on a colt, the f of a donkey.Zch 9:9

				the f of a beast of burden.Mt 21:5

				FOLLOW

				F Me, … and I will make youMt 4:19

				take up his cross, and f Me.Mt 16:24

				FOOD

				Isn’t life more than fMt 6:25

				As a result, He made all f-s clean.Mk 7:19

				My f is to do the will of HimJn 4:34

				FOOL

				The f says in his heart, “GodPs 14:1; 53:1

				A f despises his father’s instruction,Pr 15:5

				whoever says to his brother, ‘F!’Mt 5:22

				We are f-s for Christ, but you are1Co 4:10

				FOOLISHNESS

				the message of the cross is f,1Co 1:18

				FOREHEAD

				on his right hand or on his f,Rv 13:16

				FOREKNEW

				For those He f He alsoRm 8:29

				FORGET

				be careful not to f the Lord whoDt 6:12

				f-ing what is behind and reachingPhp 3:13

				FORGIVE

				And f us our debts, as we also 
have f-n our debtors.Mt 6:12

				and righteous to f us our sins1Jn 1:9

				FORSAKE

				I will not leave you or f you.Jos 1:5

				my God, why have You f-n me?Ps 22:1

				My God, why have You f-n Me?Mt 27:46

				FORTRESS

				The Lord is my rock, my f,2Sm 22:2

				FOUNDATION

				precious cornerstone, a sure f;Is 28:16

				God’s solid f stands firm,2Tm 2:19

				FOUNTAIN

				abandoned Me, the f of living water,Jr 2:13

				FOX

				F-es have dens and birds of theMt 8:20

				FRANKINCENSE

				gold, f, and myrrh.Mt 2:11

				FREE (adj)

				and the truth will set you f.Jn 8:32

				FREED (v)

				who has died is f from sin’sRm 6:7

				FREEDOM

				to proclaim f to the captivesLk 4:18

				Christ has liberated us into f.Gl 5:1

				FRIEND

				as a man speaks with his f.Ex 33:11

				A f loves at all times,Pr 17:17

				but there is a f who stays closerPr 18:24

				a f of tax collectors andMt 11:19

				lay down his life for his f-s.Jn 15:13

				FRUIT

				that bears its f in seasonPs 1:3

				recognize them by their f.Mt 7:16

				that does not produce f He removes,Jn 15:2

				But the f of the Spirit is love, joy,Gl 5:22

				FRUITFUL

				blessed them, “Be f, multiply,Gn 1:22

				FULFILL

				not come to destroy but to f.Mt 5:17

				FULLNESS

				Him the entire f of God’s natureCol 2:9

				FUTILITY

				“Absolute f,” says the Teacher.Ec 1:2

				creation was subjected to fRm 8:20

				GABRIEL

				Angel who explained Daniel’s visions (Dn 8:16; 9:21) and announced John’s and Jesus’ births 
(Lk 1:19,26).

				GAD

				1. Son of Jacob by Zilpah (Gn 30:9-11). Tribe with Transjordan territory north of the Dead Sea (Nm 32; Dt 3:16-17; Jos 18:7).

				2. Seer at time of David (1Sm 22:5; 2Sm 24:11-19; 
1Ch 21:9-19; 29:29; 2Ch 29:25).

				GAIN (n)

				living is Christ and dying is g.Php 1:21

				GAINS (v)

				a man if he g the whole worldMt 16:26

				GAMALIEL

				Pharisee (Ac 5:34); Paul’s teacher (22:3).

				GATE

				Enter His g-s with thanksgivingPs 100:4

				Enter through the narrow g.Mt 7:13

				GATHER

				or three are g-ed together in MyMt 18:20

				I wanted to g your children together, 
as a hen g-s her chicksMt 23:37

				GEHAZI

				Elisha’s attendant (2Kg 4:11-37; 5:20-27; 8:4-5).

				GENTLE

				A g answer turns away anger,Pr 15:1

				because I am g and humble inMt 11:29

				quality of a g and quiet spirit1Pt 3:4

				GENTLENESS

				goodness, faith, g, self-control.Gl 5:23

				GIDEON

				Judge (Jdg 6–8; Heb 11:32). The fleece (Jdg 6:36-40). God reduced his army (7:2-8).

				GIFT

				will receive the g of the HolyAc 2:38

				but the g of God is eternal lifeRm 6:23

				each has his own g from God,1Co 7:7

				GIVE

				G us today our daily bread.Mt 6:11

				Keep asking, and it will be g-nMt 7:7

				is My body, which is g-n for you.Lk 22:19

				He gave His One and Only Son,Jn 3:16

				since He Himself g-s everyone lifeAc 17:25

				GLORIFY

				G Your Son so that the Son may gJn 17:1

				GLORY

				Then the King of g will come in.Ps 24:7

				His g fills the whole earth.Is 6:3

				G to God in the highest heaven,Lk 2:14

				and fall short of the g of God.Rm 3:23

				GNASHING

				will be weeping and g of teeth.Mt 8:12

				GO

				G, therefore, and make disciplesMt 28:19

				GOAT

				separates the sheep from the g-s.Mt 25:32

				GOD

				In the beginning G created theGn 1:1

				Do not have other g-s besides Me.Ex 20:3

				G who answers with fire, He is G1Kg 18:24

				Our G is a G of salvation,Ps 68:20

				Acknowledge that the Lord is G.Ps 100:3

				I will be their G, and they willJr 31:33

				is translated “G is with us.”Mt 1:23

				was with G, and the Word was G.Jn 1:1

				For G loved the world in this way:Jn 3:16

				G is spirit, and those who worshipJn 4:24

				to Him, “My Lord and my G!”Jn 20:28

				our great G and Savior, JesusTi 2:13

				does not know G, because G is love.1Jn 4:8

				GODLINESS

				But g with contentment is a1Tm 6:6

				GOLD

				They are more desirable than gPs 19:10

				GOLGOTHA

				they came to a place called GMt 27:33

				GOLIATH

				Philistine giant from Gath killed by David (1Sm 17).

				GOMER

				Hosea’s wife (Hs 1:3,8).

				GOOD

				And God saw that it was g.Gn 1:10

				God planned it for g to bring aboutGn 50:20

				Well done, g and faithful slave!Mt 25:21

				I am the g shepherd.Jn 10:11

				GOSPEL

				For I am not ashamed of the g,Rm 1:16

				GOVERNMENT

				and the g will be on His shoulders.Is 9:6

				GRACE

				My g is sufficient for you,2Co 12:9

				For by g you are saved throughEph 2:8

				GRAFT (v)

				wild olive branch, were g-ed inRm 11:17

				GRASS

				As for man, his days are like gPs 103:15

				The g withers, the flowers fadeIs 40:7

				All flesh is like g, and all its1Pt 1:24

				GREAT

				g is Your faithfulness!Lm 3:23

				GREATER

				No one has g love than this,Jn 15:13

				the One who is in you is g than the1Jn 4:4

				GREEN

				lets me lie down in g pastures;Ps 23:2

				GRIEVE

				And don’t g God’s Holy Spirit,Eph 4:30

				HABAKKUK

				Prophet in Judah before the exile (Hab 1:1).

				HADES

				and the forces of H will notMt 16:18

				HAGAR

				Sarah’s slave; mother of Ishmael (Gn 16; Gl 4:21-31). Sent away by Sarah (Gn 16:5-9; 21:9-21).

				HAGGAI

				Prophet after the exile, who encouraged rebuilding the temple (Ezr 5:1; 6:14; Hg 1–2).

				HAIR

				But even the h-s of your head haveMt 10:30

				and wiped His feet with her h,Jn 11:2

				HAM

				Son of Noah (Gn 5:32; 9:18-27). Ancestor of Cushites, Egyptians, and Canaanites (Gn 9:18-27; 10:6; 
Pss 78:51; 105:23,27; 106:22).

				HAMAN

				Nobleman of Persia at the time of Esther (Est 3:1-2); enemy of Jews (3:3-15). Hanged on his own gallows (7:9-10).

				HANANIAH

				1. False prophet; opposed Jeremiah (Jr 28).

				2. Shadrach’s original name (Dn 1:6).

				HAND (n)

				if your right h causes you toMt 5:30

				let your left h know what your rightMt 6:3

				He showed them His h-s and feet.Lk 24:40

				to fall into the h-s of the livingHeb 10:31

				HANG

				Then he went and h-ed himself.Mt 27:5

				is everyone who is hung on a tree.Gl 3:13

				HANNAH

				Wife of Elkanah; mother of Samuel (1Sm 1–2).

				HARDEN

				But I will h his heart so thatEx 4:21

				and He h-s whom He wills.Rm 9:18

				HARVEST

				The h is abundant, but the workersMt 9:37

				fields, for they are ready for h.Jn 4:35

				HATE

				H evil and love good;Am 5:15

				have loved, but Esau I have h-d.Rm 9:13

				HEAD

				Christ is the h of every man, the 
man is the h of the woman,1Co 11:3

				HEAL

				and we are h-ed by His wounds.Is 53:5

				H the sick, raise the deadMt 10:8

				so that you may be h-ed.Jms 5:16

				HEAR

				eye has seen and no ear has h-d,1Co 2:9

				If anyone h-s My voice and opensRv 3:20

				HEART

				but the Lord sees the h.1Sm 16:7

				Your word in my h so that I mayPs 119:11

				I will give you a new hEzk 36:26

				HEAVEN

				God created the h-s and the earth.Gn 1:1

				The h-s declare the glory of God,Ps 19:1

				H and earth will pass away,Mt 24:35

				I saw a new h and a new earthRv 21:1

				HEBREW

				came and told Abram the H,Gn 14:13

				of Benjamin, a H born of H-s;Php 3:5

				HEEL

				and you will strike his h.Gn 3:15

				HEIGHT

				nor h, nor depth, nor any otherRm 8:39

				HEIRS

				if children, also h—h of GodRm 8:17

				HELMET

				and a h of salvation on His head;Is 59:17

				Take the h of salvation,Eph 6:17

				HELP (v)

				I do believe! H my unbelief.Mk 9:24

				HELPER

				I will make a h who is like him.Gn 2:18

				Lord is my h; I will not be afraid.Heb 13:6

				HELPLESS

				For while we were still h,Rm 5:6

				HEROD

				1. The Great; King in Judea at the time of Jesus’ birth; executed male babies (Mt 2).

				2. Archelaus; son of 1. (Mt 2:22).

				3. Philip; son of 1. (Mk 6:17).

				4. Antipas; son of 1.; tetrarch of Galilee; arrested and executed John the Baptist (Mt 14:1-12).

				5. Agrippa I; grandson of 1.; persecuted the church; died when he didn’t give glory to God (Ac 12).

				6. Agrippa II; son of 5. (Ac 25:13). Heard Paul’s defense (25:22–26:32).

				HERODIAS

				Wife of Herod Antipas, formerly of Herod Philip; requested head of John the Baptist (Mt 14:3-11; Mk 6:17-28; Lk 3:19).

				HEZEKIAH

				Son of Ahaz; king of Judah (2Kg 18–20; 2Ch 29-32; Is 36–39). Reformer (2Kg 18:4; 2Ch 29–31). Healed of fatal illness (2Kg 20:1-11); showed treasuries to Babylonians (20:12-19).

				HIDE (v)

				they hid themselves from the LordGn 3:8

				h me in the shadow of Your wingsPs 17:8

				HILL

				the cattle on a thousand h-s.Ps 50:10

				situated on a h cannot be hiddenMt 5:14

				HIRAM

				1. King of Tyre; helped David build his palace and Solomon build the temple (2Sm 5:11; 2Kg 5). Manned Solomon’s fleet (1Kg 9:27).

				2. Craftsman; helped build the temple and its furnishings (1Kg 7:13-14); also called Huram (2Ch 4:11) or Huram-abi (2:13; 4:16).

				HOLINESS

				Who is like You, glorious in h,Ex 15:11

				HOLY see also HOLY SPIRIT

				you are standing is h ground.Ex 3:5

				H, h, h is the Lord of Hosts;Is 6:3

				HOLY SPIRIT

				Third person of the Trinity, through whom God acts, reveals His will, empowers individuals, and discloses His personal presence.

				or take Your H from me.Ps 51:11

				Father and of the Son and of the H,Mt 28:19

				they were all filled with the HAc 2:4

				were sealed with the promised H.Eph 1:13

				HONEY

				land flowing with milk and hEx 3:8

				HONOR (v)

				H your father and your motherEx 20:12

				HOPE (n)

				This h does not disappoint,Rm 5:5

				three remain: faith, h, and love.1Co 13:13

				Christ in you, the h of glory.Col 1:27

				HOPES (v)

				all things, h all things1Co 13:7

				HOSANNA

				H in the highest heaven!Mt 21:9

				HOSEA

				Prophet in Israel near the end of the kingdom; 
his marriage modeled God’s love and Israel’s unfaithfulness (Hs 1–3).

				HOSHEA

				Son of Elah; last king of Israel (2Kg 15:30; 17:1-6).

				HOUSE

				who built his h on the rock.Mt 7:24

				HUMBLE (adj)

				Moses was a very h man,Nm 12:3

				HUMBLED (v)

				He h Himself by becomingPhp 2:8

				HUMILITY

				clothe yourselves with h toward one1Pt 5:5

				HUNGER (v)

				Blessed are those who h and thirstMt 5:6

				HUNGRY

				For I was h and you gave MeMt 25:35

				HURAM see HIRAM

				HURAM-ABI see HIRAM

				HUSBAND

				“Go call your h,” He told her,Jn 4:16

				for the h is head of the wife asEph 5:23

				HYMNS

				in psalms, h, and spiritualEph 5:19

				HYPOCRISY

				are full of h and lawlessnessMt 23:28

				HYPOCRITE

				you must not be like the h-s,Mt 6:5

				H! First take the log out ofMt 7:5

				scribes and Pharisees, h-s!Mt 23:13

				I AM

				I WHO I.Ex 3:14

				“I,” said Jesus,Mk 14:62

				Before Abraham was, I.Jn 8:58

				IDOL

				Do not make an i for yourself,Ex 20:4

				About food offered to i-s:1Co 8:1

				IMAGE

				Let Us make man in Our i,Gn 1:26

				He is the i of the invisible GodCol 1:15

				IMITATORS

				I urge you, be i of me.1Co 4:16

				IMMANUEL

				have a son, and name him I.Is 7:14

				they will name Him I, which isMt 1:23

				IMMORAL

				associate with sexually i people1Co 5:9

				IMMORALITY

				except for sexual i, and marriesMt 19:9

				Flee from sexual i!1Co 6:18

				Let us not commit sexual i as some1Co 10:8

				that you abstain from sexual i,1Th 4:3

				IMMORTAL

				the King eternal, i, invisible1Tm 1:17

				IMMORTALITY

				mortal must be clothed with i.1Co 15:53

				IMPERISHABLE

				crown, but we an i one.1Co 9:25

				INCREASE

				said to the Lord, “I our faith.”Lk 17:5

				INHERIT

				gentle, because they will i the earth.Mt 5:5

				INIQUITY

				punished Him for the i of us all.Is 53:6

				INSPIRED

				All Scripture is i by God and is2Tm 3:16

				INSULT (v)

				you when they i you andMt 5:11

				INTERCEDE

				the Spirit Himself i-s for us withRm 8:26

				He always lives to i for them.Heb 7:25

				INTERMARRY

				Do not i with them.Dt 7:3

				INTERPRETATION

				Don’t i-s belong to God?Gn 40:8

				to another, i of languages.1Co 12:10

				comes from one’s own i,2Pt 1:20

				INTERPRETER

				But if there is no i, that person1Co 14:28

				INVISIBLE

				His i attributes, that is, HisRm 1:20

				He is the image of the i God,Col 1:15

				immortal, i, the only God,1Tm 1:17

				INVITE

				a banquet, i those who are poor,Lk 14:13

				INWARD

				was You who created my i parts;Ps 139:13

				IRON

				I sharpens i, and one manPr 27:17

				ISAAC

				Son of Abraham and Sarah; fulfillment of a promise (Gn 17:17; 21:5). God tested Abraham by asking him to sacrifice Isaac (Gn 22; Heb 11:17-19). Married Rebekah (Gn 24). Heir to Abraham’s promise (Gn 25:5,11; Ps 105:9; Rm 9:7). Father of Esau and Jacob (Gn 25:21-26); blessed Jacob (Gn 27). Lied to Abimelech in Gerar about Rebekah (26:7-11). Died in Hebron (35:27-29).

				ISAIAH 

				Son of Amoz; prophet to four kings of Judah (Is 1:1). Called (Is 6). Sons’ names were symbolic (7:3; 8:3).

				ISHMAEL

				Son of Abraham and Hagar (Gn 16:11-15). Received a blessing but not the promise (17:18-21). Descendants are perpetual opponents of Israel (25:18).

				ISRAEL

				Name God gave Jacob (Gn 32:28; 35:10). Also his descendants—God’s chosen people—and their land (Ex 3:16; 1Sm 13:19; 15:35; 1Kg 4:1; Mt 2:6,20; Php 3:5). In the divided kingdom, the northern (1Kg 12:20).

				ISSACHAR

				Son of Jacob and Leah (Gn 30:18). Tribe with territory from Jezreel to Tabor (Jos 19:17-23); its troops who rallied to David understood the times (1Ch 12:32).

				ITCH

				they have an i to hear something2Tm 4:3

				ITHAMAR

				Fourth son of Aaron (Ex 6:23; 28:1; Nm 26:20; 1Ch 6:3; 24:1); took over priesthood when their brothers died (Lv 10:6,12,16; Nm 3:4; 1Ch 24:2); in charge of the Levites (Ex 38:21; Nm 4:28,33; 7:8).

				JABEZ

				Israelite who asked for and received a blessing (1Ch 4:9-10).

				JABIN

				A king of Canaan, whose commander Sisera was defeated by Israel (Jdg 4–5).

				JACOB

				Son of Isaac and Rebekah; younger twin brother of Esau (Gn 25:21-26). Took birthright (25:33); fled Esau (27:41–28:5). Received the promise (28:10-22). Worked for his wives (29:1-30). Wrestled with God (32:22-32); God changed his name to Israel (32:28; 49:2). Reconciled with Esau (33:4-16). Fathered the twelve tribes (29:21–30:24; 35:16-18). Went to Egypt (46:1-7). Died there, buried in Hebron (49:29–50:14). Ancestor of Jesus (Mt 1:2).

				JAIRUS

				Synagogue leader whose daughter Jesus restored (Mk 5:22-43; Lk 8:41-56).

				JAMES

				1. Apostle; son of Zebedee; brother of John (Mt 4:21; 10:2). At transfiguration (17:1); in Gethsemane (26:36-37). Martyred (Ac 12:2).

				2. Apostle; son of Alphaeus (Mt 10:3).

				3. Brother of Jesus (Mt 13:55; Gl 1:19). Believed after the resurrection (Jn 7:3; Ac 1:14; 1Co 15:7). Leader of church in Jerusalem (Ac 15; 21:18; Gl 2:9). Author (Jms 1:1).

				JAR

				with an alabaster j of pure andMk 14:3

				JAWBONE

				He found a fresh j of a donkey,Jdg 15:15

				JEALOUS

				is a consuming fire, a j God.Dt 4:24

				JEHOAHAZ

				1. Son of Jehu; king of Israel (2Kg 13:1-9).

				2. Son of Josiah; king of Judah (2Kg 23:30-34). Called Shallum (Jr 22:11).

				JEHOASH

				1. Alternate name of Joash son of Ahaziah, king of Judah (2Kg 12).

				2. Son of Jehoahaz; king of Israel (2Kg 13:10–14:13).

				JEHOIACHIN

				Son of Jehoiakim; king of Judah (2Kg 24:6). Also called Jeconiah or Coniah (Jr 22:24; 24:1). Exiled (2Kg 24:10-17) but later favored (25:27-30).

				JEHOIAKIM

				Son of Josiah; king of Judah. Succeeded his brother Jehoahaz; name changed from Eliakim by Neco (2Kg 23:34). Burned Jeremiah’s scroll (Jr 36). Became vassal of Babylon; later rebelled and was defeated (2Kg 24:1-6; Dn 1:2).

				JEHORAM

				1. Alternate form of Joram, son of Ahab; king of Israel (2Kg 3:1).

				2. Son of Jehoshaphat; king of Judah (2Kg 8:16-24; 2Ch 21). Ahab’s son-in-law (2Kg 8:18). Edom gained independence during his reign (8:20).

				JEHOSHAPHAT

				1. Son of Asa; king of Judah (1Kg 15:24). Initially faithful, strong, blessed (2Ch 17). Then married Ahab’s daughter Athaliah and formed alliances with Ahab and Joram, kings of Israel (1Kg 22; 2Kg 3; 8:26; 2Ch 18; 20).

				2. Valley of judgment (Jl 3:2,12).

				JEHU

				1. Son of Hanani; prophet against Baasha king of Israel (1Kg 16:1-12).

				2. Son of Jehoshaphat; king of Israel. Anointed by Elisha’s servant; executed Ahaziah king of Judah, Joram, Jezebel and the house of Ahab in Israel, and the worshipers of Baal (2Kg 9–10; cp. 1Kg 19:16-17).

				JEPHTHAH

				Gileadite judge who made rash vow affecting his daughter (Jdg 11–12; 1Sm 12:11; Heb 11:32).

				JEREMIAH

				Prophet to Judah in the time leading up to the exile (Jr 1:1-3). Put in stocks (20:1-3), threatened (Jr 26), opposed (Jr 28), imprisoned (32:2; 37), censured (Jr 36), and thrown into a cistern (Jr 38). Taken to Egypt against his will (Jr 43).

				JEROBOAM

				1. Son of Nebat; Solomon’s servant; rebelled; first king of Israel (1Kg 11:26–12:20). Judged for notorious idolatry (12:25–14:20).

				2. Son of Joash, king of Israel (2Kg 14:23-29).

				JERUSALEM

				Formerly called Salem (Gn 14:18; Ps 76:2) or Jebus (Jos 18:28; 1Ch 11:4). David conquered it and made it his capital (2Sm 5:5-9); Solomon built temple, palace, and fortifications (1Kg 3:1). Conquered by Babylon (2Kg 24:10-12). Rebuilt and resettled after the exile (Ezr 1; Neh 12:27). Jesus visited (Mt 21:1; Jn 2:13); mourned (Mt 23:37). Important city in early church (Ac 15:4). New Jerusalem promised (Rv 3:12; 21:2,10).

				JESSE

				David’s father (Ru 4:17-22; 1Sm 16; 1Ch 2:12-16; Mt 1:5-6; Lk 3:32).

				JESUS

				Messiah and Lord (Ac 2:36; Eph 3:11; 1Pt 3:15). Born in Bethlehem (Mt 1:18-25; Lk 2:1-7) to a virgin, Mary (Mt 1:20; Lk 1:26-38). Genealogy (Mt 1:1-17; Lk 3:23-38). Raised in Nazareth (Mt 2:19-23; Lk 2:39-40). Visited the temple at age 12 (Lk 2:41-50).

				Baptized by John (Mt 3:13-17; Lk 3:21). Tempted in the wilderness (Mt 4:1-11; Lk 4:1-13). Chose apostles (Lk 5:1-11,27-28; 6:12-16; Jn 1:35-51).

				Transformation (Mt 17:1-9; Mk 9:2-10). Triumphal entry into Jerusalem (Mt 21:1-11; Lk 19:28-40). Betrayal and arrest (Mt 26:17-25,47-56; Mk 14:17-21,43-50; Lk 22:1-6,47-54), trial (Mt 26:57-66; 27:11-31; Mk 14:53-65; 15:1-20; Lk 22:66–23:25), crucifixion (Mt 27:32-56; Mk 15:21-39; Lk 23:32-49), and resurrection (Mt 28; Mk 16; Lk 24; Jn 20–21).

				JETHRO

				Priest of Midian; Moses’ father-in-law and adviser (Ex 3:1; 4:18; 18). Also called Reuel (2:18).

				JEW

				first to the J, and also to theRm 1:16

				JEZEBEL

				Wife of King Ahab of Israel, daughter of the king of Sidon; brought Baal worship to Israel (1Kg 16:31-33). Killed prophets and threatened Elijah (18:4,13; 19:1-2). Killed by Jehu (2Kg 9:30-37) in fulfillment of prophecy (1Kg 21). Name used as a label (Rv 2:20).

				JOAB

				Son of Zeruiah; David’s nephew and commander of his troops (1Ch 2:16; 11:6). Killed Abner (2Sm 3:22-39), Absalom (2Sm 18), Amasa, and Sheba (2Sm 20). Sided with Adonijah (1Kg 1:7,19); David told Solomon to execute him (2:5-6,28-35).

				JOASH

				1. Son of Ahaziah; king of Judah (2Kg 12). Protected by Jehoiada (2Kg 11). Repaired temple (2Ch 24:4-14).

				2. Alternate name of Jehoash son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel (2Kg 13:10).

				JOB

				Wealthy patriarch. His book tells of his testing (Jb 1–2), perseverance (Jb 3–37), rebuke (Jb 38–41), and vindication (Jb 42; Jms 5:11).

				JOEL

				Son of Pethuel; prophet who urged priests to call Judah to repentance; depicted calamities (Jl 1:1–2:11); predicted the Messiah (2:21-32; Ac 2:16).

				JOHN

				1. The baptizer; son of Zechariah; prophet. Annunciation and birth (Lk 1:5-25,57-66). Preached repentance, announced the coming Messiah (Mt 3:1-12; Mk 1:1-8; Lk 3:1-18; 7:27-28), and baptized Jesus (Mt 3:13-15; Mk 1:9; Lk 3:21-22). Fulfilled the role of Elijah (Mt 11:13-14; 17:12-13; Mk 9:12-13; Mt 3:4; cp. 2Kg 1:8). Asked Jesus to verify His identity (Mt 11:2-6; Lk 7:18-23). Beheaded by Herod Antipas (Mt 14:1-12; Mk 6:14-29; Lk 3:19-20; 9:7-9).

				2. Apostle; son of Zebedee; brother of James. Call (Mt 4:21-22; Mk 1:19-20). Among the inner three at special occasions (Mk 9:2; 14:32-33). With James, called “Sons of Thunder” (Mk 3:17); asked for places of honor (Mk 10:35-41). Often with Peter (Ac 1:13; 3:1-11; 4:13-20; 8:14); a leader in Jerusalem (Gl 2:9). In his gospel, called the disciple Jesus loved (Jn 13:23; 19:26; 20:2; 21:7,20); also wrote three letters and Revelation.

				3. John Mark see MARK

				JOINED

				what God has j together,Mt 19:6

				JONAH

				Son of Amittai; prophet at the time of Jeroboam II (2Kg 14:23-27). Rejected God’s call to preach in Nineveh; swallowed by a great fish (Jnh 1). Prayed (Jnh 2); preached repentance in Nineveh (Jnh 3); scolded by God for his anger (Jnh 4). Used as an example (Mt 12:39-41; 16:4; Lk 11:29-32).

				JONATHAN

				Son of Saul; friend of David (1Sm 18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20; 23:16-18). Killed in battle (31:1-13); mourned by David (2Sm 1:17-27).

				JORAM

				1. Son of Ahab; king of Israel (2Kg 3). Succeeded his brother Ahaziah (1:17). Attacked Moab with the help of Judah, Edom, and Elisha (3:4-27). Wounded by Arameans (8:28); killed by Jehu (9:14-26).

				2. Alternate form of Jehoram, son of Jehoshaphat; king of Judah (2Kg 8:16-24; 2Ch 21).

				JORDAN

				dry ground in the middle of the J,Jos 3:17

				Jesus came ... to John at the J,Mt 3:13

				JOSEPH

				1. Son of Jacob and Rachel. Sold into slavery in Egypt (Gn 37); imprisoned on false accusations (Gn 39); became Pharaoh’s second in command (41:39-45); sold grain to brothers (Gn 42–45); enabled his father and brothers to move to Egypt (Gn 46–47). Sons Ephraim and Manasseh each became tribes (Gn 48). Died in Egypt, buried in Canaan (50:22-26; Ex 13:19; Jos 24:32; Ac 7:16).

				2. Husband of Mary; foster father of Jesus (Mt 1:16,20; Lk 2:4; 3:23; 4:22; Jn 1:45; 6:42). Carpenter (Mt 13:55). Told in a dream not to divorce Mary (Mt 1:18-25); told in a dream to flee to Egypt (2:13-23).

				3. Of Arimathea; a righteous member of the Sanhedrin who sought the kingdom of God; put Jesus’ body in his tomb (Mt 27:57-60; Mk 15:43-46; Lk 23:50-53; Jn 19:38-42).

				JOSHUA

				Son of Nun; successor to Moses as leader of Israelites. Leader of Moses’ army (Ex 17:8-13); Moses’ servant on Mt. Sinai (32:17). Scouted Canaan and, along with Caleb, recommended invasion (Nm 13:30–14:38). Chosen, commissioned, and encouraged by God (Nm 27:15-23; Dt 31:14-15,23; Jos 1:1-9).

				Conquered Canaan (Jos 2–11) and distributed the land (Jos 12–21). Renewed the covenant and charged the people (Jos 23–24).

				JOSIAH

				Son of Amon; king of Israel. Became king at age 8 (2Kg 21:19–22:2). Found the book of the law and instituted reforms (2Kg 22–23; 2Ch 34–35). Died resisting Pharaoh Neco (2Kg 23:29-30; 2Ch 35:20-25).

				JOTHAM

				1. Son of Gideon (Jdg 9).

				2. Son of Uzziah/Azariah; co-regent (2Kg 15:5), then king of Judah (15:32-38).

				JOY

				Restore the j of Your salvationPs 51:12

				news of great j that will be forLk 2:10

				who for the j that lay before HimHeb 12:2

				JUDAH

				Son of Jacob and Leah (Gn 29:35); tribe with large territory west and south of Jerusalem (Jos 15:20-63). Tricked by daughter-in-law (Gn 38). Ancestor of David and Jesus (Gn 49:10; 1Sm 17:12; Mt 1:3,6,16; Rv 5:5). Name of the southern part of the divided kingdom (2Kg 12:20; 14:21; 23:27; Ezk 37:15-23) and the Persian province in the restoration (Neh 5:14; Hg 1:1).

				JUDAS

				1. Iscariot; apostle (Mt 10:4); treasurer, miser, thief (Jn 12:4-6). Betrayed Jesus (Mt 26:21-25,44-50; Lk 22:3-6; Jn 13:21-30); committed suicide (Mt 27:3-10; Ac 1:16-20).

				2. Son of James; apostle; called Thaddaeus (Mt 10:3; Mk 3:18; Lk 6:16; Jn 14:22).

				3. Brother of Jesus (Mt 13:55; Mk 6:3); also called Jude.

				JUDE

				Brother of Jesus; also called Judas; author (Mt 13:55; Jd 1:1).

				JUDEA

				Another name for the territory of Judah.

				Jesus was born in Bethlehem of JMt 2:1

				in Jerusalem, in all J and Samaria,Ac 1:8

				JUDGE (n)

				Won’t the J of all the earth doGn 18:25

				Lord raised up j-s, who saved themJdg 2:16

				JUDGE (v)

				Do not j, so that you won’t be j-d.Mt 7:1

				JUDGMENT

				the wicked will not survive the j,Ps 1:5

				die once—and after this, j—Heb 9:27

				JUSTIFICATION

				and raised for our j.Rm 4:25

				JUSTIFY

				But wanting to j himself, heLk 10:29

				They are j-ied freely by His graceRm 3:24

				God is the One who j-ies.Rm 8:33

				no one is j-ied by the works of theGl 2:16

				KADESH

				Oasis, also called Kadesh-barnea. Where Abraham fought the Amalekites (Gn 14:7). Where the Israelites camped, they sent out spies, and Moses struck the rock (Nm 13:26; 20:1,11; 27:14; 32:8; Dt 1:46; 9:23; Jdg 11:16-17). Southern limit of Judah (Nm 34:4; Jos 10:41; 15:3).

				KEEP

				K asking, and it will be givenMt 7:7

				the race, I have kept the faith.2Tm 4:7

				KEYS

				give you the k of the kingdomMt 16:19

				KILL

				a time to k and a time to heal;Ec 3:3

				for the letter k-s, but the Spirit2Co 3:6

				KIND (adj)

				Love is patient; love is k.1Co 13:4

				KINDNESS

				that God’s k is intended to leadRm 2:4

				KING

				days there was no k in Israel;Jdg 17:6

				who has been born K of the Jews?Mt 2:2

				K OF K-S AND LORD OFRv 19:16

				KINGDOM see also KINGDOM OF GOD; KINGDOM OF HEAVEN

				Your k come. Your will be doneMt 6:10

				KINGDOM OF GOD (GOD’S KINGDOM)

				But seek first the k and HisMt 6:33

				KINGDOM OF HEAVEN

				Repent, because the k has come near!Mt 3:2

				I will give you the keys of the k,Mt 16:19

				KISS (n)

				betraying the Son of Man with a k?Lk 22:48

				KISS (v)

				The One I k, He’s the One;Mt 26:48

				KNEE

				of Jesus every k should bowPhp 2:10

				KNIT

				You k me together in my mother’sPs 139:13

				KNOCK

				Keep k-ing, and the door will beMt 7:7

				I stand at the door and k.Rv 3:20

				KNOW

				be like God, k-ing good and evil.Gn 3:5

				But I k my living Redeemer,Jb 19:25

				and k that I am God,Ps 46:10

				You have searched me and k-n me.Ps 139:1

				Search me, God, and k my heart;Ps 139:23

				your Father k-s the things you needMt 6:8

				I never knew you! Depart from Me,Mt 7:23

				I k My own sheep, and they k Me,Jn 10:14

				to k Him and the power of HisPhp 3:10

				KNOWLEDGE

				the tree of the k of good and evil.Gn 2:9

				to know ... love that surpasses k,Eph 3:19

				KORAH

				1. Led rebellion against Moses (Nm 16; Jd 11).

				2. Kohathite Levite (Ex 6:21; 1Ch 6:22); ancestor of temple singers (2Ch 20:19; Pss 42; 44–49; 84–85; 87–88).

				LABAN

				Rebekah’s brother (Gn 24:29); father of Leah and Rachel (Gn 29:15-30).

				LABOR (v)

				You are to l six days and do allEx 20:9

				LABORER

				The l is worthy of his wages.1Tm 5:18

				LACK

				shepherd; there is nothing I l.Ps 23:1

				LAMB

				God Himself will provide the lGn 22:8

				Like a l led to the slaughterIs 53:7

				L of God, who takes away the sinJn 1:29

				“Feed My l-s,” He told him.Jn 21:15

				LAMP

				Your word is a l for my feet andPs 119:105

				LAND

				forgive their sin, and heal their l.2Ch 7:14

				LANGUAGE

				began to speak in different l-s,Ac 2:4

				If I speak the l-s of men and of1Co 13:1

				LAST (adj)

				are first will be l, and the l first.Mt 19:30

				The l enemy He abolishes is1Co 15:26

				LAST (n)

				I am the First and the L,Rv 1:17

				LATER

				Lord your God in l days and obeyDt 4:30

				LAUGH

				Why did Sarah l,Gn 18:13

				The One enthroned in heaven l-s;Ps 2:4

				LAW

				assume that I came to destroy the LMt 5:17

				All the L and the Prophets dependMt 22:40

				are not under l but under graceRm 6:14

				LAY

				I l down My life for the sheep.Jn 10:15

				LAZARUS

				1. Poor man in Jesus’ parable (Lk 16:19-31).

				2. Brother of Mary and Martha; friend of Jesus (Jn 11:1-5). Died; revived by Jesus (11:3-44). Endangered because of fame (12:9-11,17).

				LEAD (v)

				of cloud to l them on their wayEx 13:21

				He l-s me beside quiet waters.Ps 23:2

				Like a lamb led to the slaughterIs 53:7

				All those led by God’s Spirit areRm 8:14

				LEAH

				Wife of Jacob; mother of Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, and Dinah (Gn 29:16-35; 30:14-21).

				LEARN

				take up My yoke and l from Me,Mt 11:29

				for I have l-ed to be content inPhp 4:11

				LEAVE

				This is why a man l-s his fatherGn 2:24

				I will never l you or forsakeHeb 13:5

				LEFT (adj)

				don’t let your l hand know whatMt 6:3

				right and the goats on the l.Mt 25:33

				LEGION

				“My name is L,” he answered HimMk 5:9

				LEND

				and l, expecting nothing in return.Lk 6:35

				LENDER

				borrower is a slave to the l.Pr 22:7

				LEVEL (v)

				mountain and hill will be l-ed;Is 40:4

				LEVI

				1. Son of Jacob and Leah (Gn 29:34). Ancestor of priestly tribe (Ex 32:25-29; Nm 3:11-13; Dt 10:6-9); received no allotment of land, only scattered towns and cities of refuge (Nm 18:20; 35:1-8; Jos 13:14,33); supported by tithes (Nm 18:21; Heb 7:5). Assisted descendants of Aaron in worship (Nm 3:5-9; 1Ch 6:16,31-32,49; 23:24-32; 2Ch 29:12-21); taught the word of God (2Ch 17:7-9; Neh 8:9-12).

				2. Apostle, called Matthew (Mk 2:14; Lk 5:27-29; cp. Mt 9:9).

				LIAR

				he is a l and the father of l-s.Jn 8:44

				LIBERTY

				to proclaim l to the captives,Is 61:1

				LIE (v) (prevaricate)

				God is not a man who l-s, or aNm 23:19

				Do not l to one another, sinceCol 3:9

				LIE (v) (recline)

				when you l down and whenDt 6:7; 11:19

				He lets me l down in greenPs 23:2

				cloth and l-ing in a feeding trough.Lk 2:12

				LIFE

				the breath of l into hisGn 2:7

				then you must give l for l,Ex 21:23

				the l of a creature is in the blood,Lv 17:11

				Don’t worry about your l,Mt 6:25

				I am the resurrection and the l.Jn 11:25

				LIFTED

				so the Son of Man must be l up,Jn 3:14

				LIGHT (n)

				“Let there be l,” and there was l.Gn 1:3

				The Lord is my l and my salvationPs 27:1

				in darkness have seen a great l;Is 9:2

				You are the l of the world.Mt 5:14

				I am the l of the world.Jn 8:12

				LIGHTNING

				For as the l comes from the eastMt 24:27

				LIKENESS

				Our image, according to Our l.Gn 1:26

				slave, taking on the l of men.Php 2:7

				LINE

				l after l, l after l, a little hereIs 28:10

				LION

				prowling around like a roaring l,1Pt 5:8

				LIPS

				His praise will always be on my l.Ps 34:1

				I am a man of unclean lIs 6:5

				people honor Me with their l,Mt 15:8

				LISTEN

				Keep l-ing, but do not understand;Is 6:9

				I take delight in Him. L to Him!Mt 17:5

				LIVE (v)

				man does not l on bread aloneDt 8:3

				on those l-ing in the land of darkness,Is 9:2

				the righteous one will l by his faith.Hab 2:4

				Man must not l on bread aloneMt 4:4

				LIVING (adj)

				and the man became a l being.Gn 2:7

				But I know my l Redeemer, and HeJb 19:25

				and He would give you l water.Jn 4:10

				word of God is l and effectiveHeb 4:12

				LIVING (n)

				l is Christ and dying is gain.Php 1:21

				LOAF

				only have five loaves and two fishMt 14:17

				LOCUST

				I will bring l-s into your territory.Ex 10:4

				his food was l-s and wild honey.Mt 3:4

				LOG

				notice the l in your own eyeMt 7:3

				LONG (adj)

				How l will You hide Your facePs 13:1

				if a man has l hair it is a disgrace1Co 11:14

				LONGS (v)

				As a deer l for streams of water, soPs 42:1

				LOOKS

				everyone who l at a woman toMt 5:28

				the plow and l back is fit forLk 9:62

				LOOSE

				whatever you l on earth is alreadyMt 16:19

				LORD Ld = Lord/Yahweh see also YAHWEH

				The Ld declared to my L:Ps 110:1

				who says to Me, ‘L, L! will enterMt 7:21

				The L declared to my L,Mt 22:44

				with your mouth, “Jesus is L,”Rm 10:9

				one can say, “Jesus is L,” except1Co 12:3

				confess that Jesus Christ is L,Php 2:11

				LOSES

				but whoever l his life becauseMt 16:25

				LOSS

				everything to be a l in view ofPhp 3:8

				LOST (adj)

				go to the l sheep of the houseMt 10:6

				LOST (n)

				I will seek the l, bring backEzk 34:16

				come to seek and to save the l.Lk 19:10

				LOT

				Abraham’s nephew (Gn 11:27). Separated from Abraham; settled in Sodom (13:1-13). Rescued from kings (14:1-16); from Sodom (18:16–19:29; Lk 17:28-29; 2Pt 2:7-9). Fathered Moabites and Ammonites by his daughters (Gn 19:30-38).

				LOT

				Pur (that is, the l) was castEst 3:7

				and they cast l-s for my clothingPs 22:18

				The l is cast into the lap,Pr 16:33

				His clothes by casting l-s.Mt 27:35

				LOVE (n)

				His l is eternal.Ps 136:1-26

				No one has greater l than this,Jn 15:13

				L is patient; l is kind. L does not1Co 13:4

				LOVE (v)

				but l your neighbor as yourself;Lv 19:18

				L the Lord your God with allDt 6:5

				l your enemies and pray forMt 5:44

				For God l-d the world in this wayJn 3:16

				new commandment: l one another.Jn 13:34

				Husbands, l your wives, just asEph 5:25

				LOVELY

				How l is Your dwelling place,Ps 84:1

				whatever is pure, whatever is l,Php 4:8

				LOYAL

				Lord has found a man l to Him,1Sm 13:14

				LUKE

				Companion of Paul (2Tm 4:11; Phm 24); physician (Col 4:14); author of Luke and Acts (note “we” in Ac 16:10; 28:16).

				LUKEWARM

				because you are l, and neitherRv 3:16

				LUST (v)

				looks at a woman to l for her hasMt 5:28

				MAACAH

				1. David’s wife; mother of Absalom (2Sm 3:3; 1Ch 3:2).

				2. Mother of Judah’s King Abijam (1Kg 15:2); promoted Asherah worship (15:13).

				MAGDALENE see MARY 2.

				MAJESTY

				He is robed in m;Ps 93:1

				right hand of the M on high.Heb 1:3

				MAKER

				kneel before the Lord our M.Ps 95:6

				MALACHI

				Postexilic prophet (Mal 1:1).

				MALE

				He created them m and female.Gn 1:27

				slave or free, m or female;Gl 3:28

				MAN see also MAN OF GOD

				God formed the m out of the dustGn 2:7

				what is m that You remember him,Ps 8:4

				MAN OF GOD

				so that the m may be complete,2Tm 3:17

				MANASSEH

				1. Son of Joseph and Asenath (Gn 41:50-51). Adopted by Jacob as a tribe (Gn 48); allotted half of its territory east of the Jordan from Gerasa to Mt. Hermon in the far north and half west of the Jordan to the Mediterranean from the Yarkon River to Mt. Carmel (Nm 32:33-42; Jos 13:29-31; 17).

				2. Son of Hezekiah; king of Judah (2Kg 21:1-18). Wickedness brought on God’s judgment (21:10-15; Jr 15:4).

				MANIFESTED

				He was m in the flesh, justified1Tm 3:16

				MANNA

				Israel named the substance m.Ex 16:31

				fathers ate the m in the desert,Jn 6:31,49

				MANTLE

				him and threw his m over him.1Kg 19:19

				MARK, JOHN

				Missionary (Ac 12:12,25); Barnabas’s cousin (Col 4:10); cause of split between Paul and Barnabas (Ac 15:36-40); later apparently reconciled to Paul (Col 4:10; 2Tm 4:11; Phm 24). Also close to Peter (1Pt 5:13). Wrote the Gospel of Mark.

				MARK

				He placed a m on Cain so thatGn 4:15

				and receives a m on his foreheadRv 14:9

				MARRIAGE

				nor are given in m but are likeMt 22:30

				M must be respected by all,Heb 13:4

				the m of the Lamb has come,Rv 19:7

				MARRIED (adj)

				a m man is concerned about1Co 7:33

				MARRY

				the dead neither m nor are givenLk 20:35

				it is better to m than to burn1Co 7:9

				MARTHA

				

	

Sister of Mary and Lazarus (Lk 10:38-42; Jn 11:1–12:2).

				MARY

				1. Mother of Jesus (Mt 1:16; Lk 1:26-56; 2:1-20,34-35). Present at the cross (Jn 19:25-27); among the believers (Ac 1:14).

				2. Magdalene; delivered from demons (Lk 8:2); follower and supporter of Jesus (Mk 15:40-41). Witness to the crucifixion and resurrection (Mt 27:54–28:10; Mk 16:1-10; Lk 24:10; Jn 19:25–20:18).

				3. Mother of James and Joseph/Joses; follower and supporter of Jesus (Mk 15:40-41). Witness to the crucifixion and resurrection (Mt 27:54–28:10; Mk 16:1-8; Lk 24:10).

				4. Sister of Martha and Lazarus (Jn 11); anointed Jesus’ feet (12:1-3).

				MASTERS (n)

				No one can be a slave of two mMt 6:24

				MATTHEW

				Apostle; former tax collector (Mt 9:9; 10:3). Also called Levi son of Alphaeus (Mk 2:14; cp. Lk 5:27-32). Wrote a gospel.

				MEASURE (n)

				and with the m you use, it will beMt 7:2

				a good m—pressed down, shakenLk 6:38

				MEAT

				It is a noble thing not to eat m,Rm 14:21

				MEDIA

				Country of the Medes, north of Elam and west of Assyria (Ezr 6:2); ally of Persia (Est 1:3; Dn 5:28; 8:20); cursed by Jeremiah (Jr 25:25).

				MEDIATOR

				one God and one m between God1Tm 2:5

				MEDICINE

				A joyful heart is good m,Pr 17:22

				MEDITATES

				he m on it day and night.Ps 1:2

				MEDITATION

				mouth and the m of my heartPs 19:14

				MEDITERRANEAN SEA

				Western border of Israel (Ex 23:31; Nm 34:6; Dt 11:24; 34:2; Jos 1:4; 23:4; Ezk 47:15-20), including several of the tribal territories (Jos 15:4,11,12,47; 16:3,8; 17:9).

				MEDIUM

				A man or woman who is a mLv 20:27

				MEET

				I will m with you there aboveEx 25:22

				Israel, prepare to m your God!Am 4:12

				in the clouds to m the Lord in1Th 4:17

				MELCHIZEDEK

				King of Salem and priest (Gn 14:18); represents undying priesthood (Ps 110:4; Heb 5:6,10; 6:20; 7).

				MELT

				elements will m with the heat.2Pt 3:12

				MEMBER

				if one m suffers, all the m-s suffer1Co 12:26

				MENAHEM

				King of Israel; obtained throne by force (2Kg 15:10-16). Paid tribute to the king of Assyria (15:19-20).

				MEPHIBOSHETH

				Son of Jonathan; granted privilege in David’s court (2Sm 4:4; 9; 16; 19).

				MERCIFUL

				Blessed are the m, because theyMt 5:7

				MERCY

				for His m-ies never end.Lm 3:22

				I desire m and not sacrifice.Mt 9:13

				I will show m to whom I show m,Rm 9:15

				But God, who is abundant in m,Eph 2:4

				MESSAGE

				Lord, who has believed our m?Jn 12:38

				MESSENGER

				am sending My m ahead of YouMt 11:10

				MESSIAH see also CHRIST

				until M the Prince will be sevenDn 9:25

				told him, “We have found the M!”Jn 1:41

				that you may believe Jesus is the MJn 20:31

				set apart the M as Lord in your1Pt 3:15

				who denies that Jesus is the M?1Jn 2:22

				kingdom of our Lord and of His MRv 11:15

				METHUSELAH

				Son of Enoch; grandfather of Noah (Gn 5:21-29; Lk 3:36-37).

				MICAH

				1. Ephraimite idolater (Jdg 17–18).

				2. Prophet to Israel and Judah in the days of kings Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah of Judah (Jr 26:18; Mc 1:1).

				MICAIAH

				Son of Imlah; prophet against Ahab (1Kg 22:5-28; 2Ch 18:4-27).

				MICHAEL

				Archangel; guardian of Israel (Dn 10:13,21; 12:1). Disputed with the Devil (Jd 9); will fight the dragon (Rv 12:7).

				MICHAL

				Daughter of Saul (1Sm 14:49); offered to David to endanger him (18:20-29); warned David of a plot (19:11-17). Given to Palti (25:44); taken back (2Sm 3:12-16). Despised David dancing before the Lord (6:14-23; 1Ch 15:29).

				MIGHT

				Not by strength or by m, but by MyZch 4:6

				MIGHTY

				How the m have fallen!2Sm 1:19

				strong and m, the Lord, m in battle.Ps 24:8

				Counselor, M God, Eternal FatherIs 9:6

				MILE

				if anyone forces you to go one m,Mt 5:41

				MILK

				a land flowing with m and honeyEx 3:8

				You need m, not solid food.Heb 5:12

				MILLSTONE

				better for him if a heavy m wereMt 18:6

				MIND

				is not man who changes his m.1Sm 15:29

				all your soul, and with all your m.Mt 22:37

				by the renewing of your m,Rm 12:2

				But we have the m of Christ.1Co 2:16

				MINISTRY

				gave us the m of reconciliation:2Co 5:18

				MIRACLES

				For if the m that were done inMt 11:21

				was not able to do any m there,Mk 6:5

				testified by signs ... various m,Heb 2:4

				MIRIAM

				Sister of Moses and Aaron; daughter of Jochabed and Amram (Nm 26:59; 1Ch 6:3). Watched over baby Moses (Ex 2:4-8). Prophetess; led dancing at Red Sea (15:20-21). Struck with skin disease for criticizing Moses (Nm 12; Dt 24:9); died in Kadesh (Nm 20:1).

				MIRROR

				as in a m, but then face to face.1Co 13:12

				looking at his own face in a m;Jms 1:23

				MISMATCHED

				Do not be m with unbelievers.2Co 6:14

				MISUSE

				Do not m the name of the LordEx 20:7

				MOCKED

				down before Him and m Him:Mt 27:29

				God is not m. For whatever a manGl 6:7

				MOCKER

				Wine is a m, beer is a brawlerPr 20:1

				MOMENT

				For His anger lasts only a m,Ps 30:5

				in a m, in the twinkling of an eye,1Co 15:52

				MOMENTARY

				For our m light affliction is2Co 4:17

				MONEY

				cannot be slaves of God and of m.Mt 6:24

				For the love of m is a root of1Tm 6:10

				MOON

				the m and the stars, which You setPs 8:3

				you by day, or the m by night.Ps 121:6

				the m to blood before the greatJl 2:31

				MORALS

				Bad company corrupts good m.1Co 15:33

				MORDECAI

				Cousin and legal guardian of Esther (Est 2:7). Uncovered assassination plot (2:21-23). Offended Haman (3:1-7); Haman sought genocide (3:7-15); Mordecai led Esther to thwart the attempt (Est 4–5). Honored by the king (Est 6); wrote revenge edict (Est 8).

				MORNING

				but there is joy in the m.Ps 30:5

				They are new every m;Lm 3:23

				and the m star arises in your hearts.2Pt 1:19

				of David, the Bright M Star.Rv 22:16

				MORTAL

				and this m must be clothed with1Co 15:53

				MOSES

				Leader of Israel; Levite; brother of Aaron and Miriam (1Ch 6:3). Born under Egyptian oppression (Ex 1); set adrift on Nile; rescued and raised by Pharaoh’s daughter (2:1-10). Killed Egyptian; fled to Midian and married Zipporah (2:11-22). Called by God from burning bush (Ex 3–4). Announced ten plagues (Ex 7–11).

				Divided the Red Sea (Ex 14). Brought water from a rock (17:1-7); held up God’s staff and defeated Amalek (17:8-13). Delegated judging (18:13-26).

				God spoke to him at Sinai: law (Ex 19–23); tabernacle, equipment, and garments (Ex 25–28; 30); consecration of priests (Ex 29). Discovered golden calf and broke tablets (Ex 32). Saw God’s glory (33:12–34:28). Ordained Aaron and his sons (Lv 8–9).

				Opposed by Aaron and Miram (Nm 12); opposed by Korah (Nm 16). Excluded from promised land for striking rock (20:1-13; 27:12-14; Dt 32:51). Made a bronze snake for healing (Nm 21:4-9; Jn 3:14). Wrote the book of the law (Jos 23:6; 2Ch 34:14). Saw promised land from a distance (Dt 3:23-27; 34:1-4); commissioned Joshua as successor (Nm 27:12-23); buried by God (Dt 34:5-8).

				MOST HIGH

				he was a priest to God M.Gn 14:18

				under the protection of the MPs 91:1

				called the Son of the M,Lk 1:32

				the M does not dwell in sanctuariesAc 7:48

				of Salem, priest of the M God,Heb 7:1

				MOTH

				where m and rust destroy andMt 6:19

				MOTHER

				a man leaves his father and mGn 2:24

				Honor your father and your m soEx 20:12

				to the disciple, “Here is your m.”Jn 19:27

				MOUNT (n) see also CARMEL, MOUNT OF OLIVES, ZION

				The Lord came down on M Sinai,Ex 19:20

				M Zion on the slopes of the north isPs 48:2

				they went out to the M of Olives.Mt 26:30

				Now Hagar is M Sinai in ArabiaGl 4:25

				MOUNT OF OLIVES

				The M will be split in halfZch 14:4

				psalms, they went out to the M.Mt 26:30

				made His way as usual to the M,Lk 22:39

				MOUNTAIN

				will be provided on the Lord’s m.Gn 22:14

				I raise my eyes toward the m-s.Ps 121:1

				beautiful on the m-s are the feetIs 52:7

				will tell this m, ‘Move fromMt 17:20

				all faith, so that I can move m-s,1Co 13:2

				MOURN

				a time to m and a time to dance;Ec 3:4

				Blessed are those who m, becauseMt 5:4

				MOUTH

				Who made the human m?Ex 4:11

				from the m-s of childrenPs 8:2

				May the words of my m andPs 19:14

				yet He did not open His m.Is 53:7

				if you confess with your mRm 10:9

				MULTIPLY

				Be fruitful, m, fill the earth,Gn 1:28

				where sin m-ied, grace m-iedRm 5:20

				MULTITUDE

				M-s, m-s in the valley of decision!Jl 3:14

				and cover a m of sins.Jms 5:20

				since love covers a m of sins.1Pt 4:8

				MURDER

				Do not m.Ex 20:13

				Do not m, and whoever m-s willMt 5:21

				MURDERER

				the m must be put to death.Nm 35:16

				He was a m from the beginningJn 8:44

				who hates his brother is a m1Jn 3:15

				MUSIC

				singing and making m to the LordEph 5:19

				MUSTARD

				is like a m seed that a manMt 13:31

				faith the size of a m seed,Mt 17:20

				MUZZLE

				Do not m an ox while it treadsDt 25:4

				You must not m an ox that is1Tm 5:18

				MYRRH

				gold, frankincense, and m.Mt 2:11

				MYSTERY

				I am telling you a m:1Co 15:51

				the m of godliness is great:1Tm 3:16

				MYTHS

				pay attention to m and endless1Tm 1:4

				contrived m when we made known2Pt 1:16

				NAGGING (adj)

				share a house with a n wifePr 21:9

				NAHUM

				Prophet against Nineveh (Nah 1:1).

				NAILING (v)

				the way by n it to the crossCol 2:14

				NAILS (n)

				finger into the mark of the nJn 20:25

				NAKED

				the man and his wife were nGn 2:25

				N I came from my mother’s womb,Jb 1:21

				I was n and you clothed Me;Mt 25:36

				NAME (n)

				The man gave n-s to all theGn 2:20

				This is My n forever;Ex 3:15

				not misuse the n of the LordEx 20:7

				I am Yahweh, that is My n;Is 42:8

				Your n be honored as holy.Mt 6:9

				there is no other n under heavenAc 4:12

				the n that is above every n,Php 2:9

				NAPHTALI

				Son of Jacob and Bilhah (Gn 30:1-8). Tribe with territory north and west of the Sea of Galilee (Jos 19:32-39); praised by Deborah (Jdg 5:18); produced Hiram the craftsman (1Kg 7:13-14).

				NARROW

				Enter through the n gate.Mt 7:13

				NATHAN

				Prophet to David; told David he would never fail to have a descendant on the throne (2Sm 7:4-17); confronted David about Bathsheba (2Sm 12:1-15). Anointed Solomon (1Kg 1).

				NATHANAEL

				Apostle “in whom is no deceit”; invited by Philip; asked if anything good comes out of Nazareth (Jn 1:45-49; 21:2); possibly also called Bartholomew (Mt 10:3).

				NATION

				I will make you into a great nGn 12:2

				Happy is the n whose God is thePs 33:12

				Righteousness exalts a n, but sinPr 14:34

				For n will rise up against nMt 24:7

				and make disciples of all n-sMt 28:19

				NATURAL

				the n man does not welcome1Co 2:14

				sown a n body, raised a1Co 15:44

				NAZARENE

				that He will be called a N.Mt 2:23

				NAZARETH

				Hometown of Jesus (Mt 2:23; Lk 2:51; 4:16; Jn 1:45-46).

				NAZIRITE

				a special vow, a N vow,Nm 6:2

				NEBUCHADNEZZAR

				King of Babylon; defeated and exiled Judah (2Kg 24–25; 1Ch 6:15; 2Ch 36; Jr 39). Dreams interpreted by Daniel (Dn 2; 4); threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego into the furnace (Dn 3); temporarily insane (Dn 4); praised God (2:47; 3:28; 4:34-37).

				NEED (n)

				to all, as anyone had a n.Ac 2:45

				supply all your n-s accordingPhp 4:19

				NEED (v)

				Father knows the things you nMt 6:8

				say to the hand, “I don’t n you!”1Co 12:21

				NEEDLE

				the eye of a n than for a richMt 19:24

				NEGLECT

				Do not n the gift that is in you1Tm 4:14

				we escape if we n such a greatHeb 2:3

				NEHEMIAH

				Cupbearer to King Artaxerxes of Babylon (Neh 1:11); obtained permission for, planned, and supervised rebuilding Jerusalem’s walls despite opposition (Neh 2–6). Was appointed governor of Judah (5:14). Dedicated wall (12:27-43). Promoted reforms (Neh 8–10; 13). Prayed frequently (1:4-11; 2:4; 4:4-5,9; 5:19; 6:9,14; 13:14,22,29,31).

				NEIGHBOR

				Do not covet your n-’s wife,Ex 20:17

				but love your n as yourself;Lv 19:18

				and love your n as yourself.Mt 19:19

				NEW

				He put a n song in my mouth,Ps 40:3

				there is nothing n under the sun.Ec 1:9

				you a n heart and put a n spiritEzk 36:26

				And no one puts n wine into oldMt 9:17

				This cup is the n covenantLk 22:20

				I give you a n commandment:Jn 13:34

				I am making everything n.Rv 21:5

				NEWS

				who brings n of good things,Is 52:7

				the poor are told the good n.Mt 11:5

				NICODEMUS

				Pharisee and member of the Sanhedrin. Visited Jesus at night (Jn 3:1-21); defended Jesus to the Sanhedrin (7:45-52); helped prepare Jesus’ body for burial (19:39).

				NIGHT

				and He called the darkness “n.”Gn 1:5

				come just like a thief in the n.1Th 5:2

				NINE

				He was n feet, n inches tall1Sm 17:4

				NOAH

				Son of Lamech; descendant of Seth; a righteous man (Gn 5:28-29; 6:9; Ezk 14:14; Heb 11:7; 2Pt 2:5). Built an ark, entered it with animals and his family, and survived the flood (Gn 6:14–8:19; 1Pt 3:20). Received God’s promise (Gn 8:20–9:17). Got drunk and cursed Canaan (9:20-27). Flood a symbol of sudden judgment (Mt 24:37-38; Lk 17:26-27).

				NUMBER (n)

				it is the n of a man. His n is 666.Rv 13:18

				OAKS

				beside the o of MamreGn 13:18

				and he was as sturdy as the o;Am 2:9

				OATH

				The Lord swore an o to David,Ps 132:11

				I tell you, don’t take an o at all:Mt 5:34

				OBADIAH

				Prophet against Edom (Ob 1).

				OBEDIENCE

				through the one man’s o the manyRm 5:19

				He learned o through what HeHeb 5:8

				OBEDIENT

				becoming o to the point of deathPhp 2:8

				OBEY

				to o is better than sacrifice,1Sm 15:22

				the winds and the sea o Him!Mt 8:27

				We must o God rather than men.Ac 5:29

				OBSERVE

				You must o My Sabbaths,Ex 31:13

				When I o Your heavens, the workPs 8:3

				teaching them to o everything IMt 28:20

				You o special days, months,Gl 4:10

				OBVIOUS

				the works of the flesh are o:Gl 5:19

				good works are o, and those that1Tm 5:25

				OFFEND

				anyone is not o-ed because of MeMt 11:6

				OFFENSE

				but love covers all o-s.Pr 10:12

				that case the o of the cross hasGl 5:11

				OFFENSIVE

				if there is any o way in me;Ps 139:24

				OFFER

				and o him there as a burntGn 22:2

				if you are o-ing your gift onMt 5:23

				once for all when He o-ed Himself.Heb 7:27

				OFFERING (n) see also BURNT, FELLOWSHIP

				take pleasure in burnt o-s ... as 
much as in obeying the Lord?1Sm 15:22

				You make Him a restitution oIs 53:10

				You did not want sacrifice and o,Heb 10:5

				OFFSPRING

				I will give this land to your o.Gn 12:7

				said, ‘For we are also His o.’Ac 17:28

				I am the Root and the O of David,Rv 22:16

				OIL

				You anoint my head with o;Ps 23:5

				sensible ones took o in their flasksMt 25:4

				OLD

				I have been young and now I am o,Ps 37:25

				even when he is o he will notPr 22:6

				your o men will have dreams,Jl 2:28

				puts new wine into o wineskins.Mt 9:17

				o things have passed away,2Co 5:17

				OLDER

				The o will serve the younger.Rm 9:12

				OLIVE see also MOUNT OF OLIVES

				was a plucked o leaf in her beakGn 8:11

				OMRI

				Army commander; king of Israel; founded the city of Samaria (1Kg 16:15-28).

				ONCE

				He died to sin o for all;Rm 6:10

				appointed for people to die oHeb 9:27

				ONE see ONE AND ONLY SON

				The Lord our God, the Lord is o.Dt 6:4

				Are You the Coming O,Mt 11:3

				The Father and I are o.Jn 10:30

				they may be o as We are o.Jn 17:11

				o Lord, o faith, o baptism,Eph 4:5

				For there is o God and o mediator1Tm 2:5

				ONE AND ONLY SON

				glory as the O from the Father,Jn 1:14

				No one has ever seen God. The OJn 1:18

				He gave His O, so that everyoneJn 3:16

				not believed in the name of the OJn 3:18

				God sent His O into the world so1Jn 1:8

				OPEN

				eyes will be o-ed and you will beGn 3:5

				yet He did not o His mouth.Is 53:7

				and the door will be o-ed to youMt 7:7

				Who is worthy to o the scrollRv 5:2

				OPPORTUNITY

				looking for a good o to betray Him.Mt 26:16

				and don’t give the Devil an o.Eph 4:27

				OPPRESSED

				He was o and afflicted,Is 53:7

				to the blind, to set free the o,Lk 4:18

				ORACLE

				The o of Balaam son of Beor,Nm 24:3

				received living o-s to give to us.Ac 7:38

				ORDAIN

				the way you will o Aaron and hisEx 29:9

				ORDER (n)

				Put your affairs in o,2Kg 20:1

				give His angels o-s concerningMt 4:6

				sin in o that grace may multiply?Rm 6:1

				must be done decently and in o.1Co 14:40

				ORDINANCES

				the o of the Lord are reliablePs 19:9

				ORNAN see ARAUNAH

				ORPHANS

				I will not leave you as o;Jn 14:18

				OTHER

				I am the Lord, and there is no o;Is 45:5

				as you want o-s to do for you,Lk 6:31

				OTHNIEL

				Judge; defeated Arameans (Jdg 3:7-11); Caleb’s nephew (Jos 15:17; Jdg 1:13).

				OUTDO

				O one another in showing honor.Rm 12:10

				OUTRAN

				other disciple o Peter and gotJn 20:4

				OUTSIDE

				You clean the o of the cup andMt 23:25

				Jesus also suffered o the gate,Heb 13:12

				OUTSIDERS

				properly in the presence of o1Th 4:12

				OUTSTRETCHED

				you with an o arm and great actsEx 6:6

				OUTWARD

				Stop judging according to oJn 7:24

				should not consist of o things1Pt 3:3

				OUTWARDLY

				person is not a Jew who is one o,Rm 2:28

				OVERCOME

				yet the darkness did not o it.Jn 1:5

				OVERFLOWS

				my cup o.Ps 23:5

				OVERPOWER

				forces of Hades will not o it.Mt 16:18

				OVERSEER

				If anyone aspires to be an o1Tm 3:1

				OVERSHADOW

				of the Most High will o you.Lk 1:35

				OVERTAKE

				my sins have o-n me;Ps 40:12

				temptation has o-n you except1Co 10:13

				this day would o you like a thief.1Th 5:4

				OVERTURNED

				o the money changers’ tablesMt 21:12

				OWE

				one who o-d 10,000 talentsMt 18:24

				Do not o anyone anything, exceptRm 13:8

				you o me even your own self.Phm 19

				OWN (adj)

				rely on your o understanding;Pr 3:5

				OWN (n)

				He came to His o,Jn 1:11

				You are not your o,1Co 6:19

				OX

				Do not muzzle an o while it treadsDt 25:4

				not muzzle an o while it treads1Co 9:9

				PAIN

				I will intensify your labor p-s;Gn 3:16

				and He carried our p-s;Is 53:4

				and p will exist no longer,Rv 21:4

				PALM

				you on the p-s of My hands;Is 49:16

				they took p branches and wentJn 12:13

				PARABLE

				He told them many things in p-sMt 13:3

				Why do You speak to them in p-s?Mt 13:10

				speak anything to them without a pMt 13:34

				but to the rest it is in p-s, so thatLk 8:10

				PARADISE

				you will be with Me in pLk 23:43

				was caught up into p.2Co 12:4

				PARALYTIC

				brought to Him a p lying on aMt 9:2

				

				PARENTS

				evil, disobedient to p,Rm 1:30

				Children, obey your p in the Lord,Eph 6:1

				disobedient to p, ungrateful,2Tm 3:2

				PART (n)

				wash you, you have no p with Me.Jn 13:8

				the body is one and has many p-s1Co 12:12

				know in p, and we prophesy in p.1Co 13:9

				PARTIAL

				a p hardening has come to IsraelRm 11:25

				PARTIALITY

				Do not show p when renderingDt 1:17

				not good to show pPr 18:5; 24:23; 28:21

				You don’t show p but teachMk 12:14

				PARTNERSHIP

				For what p is there between2Co 6:14

				PASS

				see the blood, I will p over you.Ex 12:13

				when you p through the waters,Is 43:2

				Heaven and earth will p away, but 
My words will never p away.Mt 24:35

				let this cup p from Me.Mt 26:39

				he p-ed by on the other side.Lk 10:31

				but has p-ed from death to life.Jn 5:24

				old things have p-ed away,2Co 5:17

				PASSIONS

				Flee from youthful p, and pursue2Tm 2:22

				PASSOVER

				it is the Lord’s P.Ex 12:11

				the P lamb had to be sacrificed.Lk 22:7

				Christ our P has been sacrificed.1Co 5:7

				PASTORS

				some p and teachers,Eph 4:11

				PASTURE (n)

				lets me lie down in green p-sPs 23:2

				His people, the sheep of His p.Ps 100:3

				come in and go out and find p.Jn 10:9

				PATCH

				No one sews a p of unshrunkMk 2:21

				PATH

				or take the p of sinners,Ps 1:1

				the right p-s for His name’sPs 23:3

				for my feet and a light on my p.Ps 119:105

				make His p-s straight!Mt 3:3

				some seeds fell along the p,Mt 13:4

				PATIENCE

				love, joy, peace, p, kindness,Gl 5:22

				PATIENT

				Love is p; love is kind.1Co 13:4

				PATIENTLY

				I waited p for the Lord,Ps 40:1

				PAUL

				Early church missionary, theologian, and writer. Also called Saul (Ac 13:9). Citizen of Tarsus, a Benjaminite, raised in Jerusalem as a rabbinical student and Pharisee (21:39; 22:3,28; 26:5; Gl 1:14; Php 3:5). Persecuted Christians, including Stephen (Ac 8:1; 26:9-11); converted on the way to Damascus (9:1-19); began preaching Christ in Arabia and Damascus and was threatened (9:20-22; 2Co 11:32-33; Gl 1:17).

				Introduced to the church at Jerusalem by Barnabas (Ac 9:26-30); carried money with Barnabas from Antioch to Judea (11:27-30). Set apart with Barnabas to go through Cyprus and Galatia as missionaries (Ac 13–14); stoned (14:19-20). Focused on Gentile evangelism (9:15; Gl 2:7; Eph 3:8). Attended Jerusalem council (Ac 15). Split with Barnabas over John Mark (15:36-39).

				Traveled with Silas and Timothy through Asia Minor and Greece (15:39–16:3). Hindered by the Spirit from entering Bithynia; called to Macedonia in a vision (16:7-10). Beaten, imprisoned, and released in Philippi (16:16-40). Spoke at Areopagus in Athens (17:19-34). Preached at Corinth and Ephesus (Ac 18–19). Said farewell in Ephesus (20:17-38).

				Arrested at riot in Jerusalem (21:26-36); testified before the Sanhedrin (23:1-10), Governors Felix and Festus (24:10-21; 25:1-12), and King Agrippa (Ac 26); appealed to Caesar (25:11). Shipwrecked on the way to Rome (Ac 27); ministered in Malta, then Rome (Ac 28).

				PAY

				Is it lawful to p taxes to CaesarMt 22:17

				P your obligations to everyone:Rm 13:7

				not p-ing back evil for evil or1Pt 3:9

				PAYMENT

				gave us the Spirit as a down p.2Co 5:5

				He is the down p of ourEph 1:14

				PEACE

				favor on you and give you p.Nm 6:26

				Pray for the p of Jerusalem:Ps 122:6

				time for war and a time for p.Ec 3:8

				Eternal Father, Prince of P.Is 9:6

				and p on earth to people He favors!Lk 2:14

				P I leave with you. My p I giveJn 14:27

				we have p with God through ourRm 5:1

				fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, p,Gl 5:22

				For He is our p, who made bothEph 2:14

				And the p of God, which surpassesPhp 4:7

				PEACEMAKERS

				Blessed are the p, because theyMt 5:9

				PEARL

				or toss your p-s before pigs,Mt 7:6

				When he found one priceless pMt 13:46

				PENTECOST

				When the day of P had arrived,Ac 2:1

				PEOPLE

				your p will be my p,Ru 1:16

				His p, the sheep of His pasture.Ps 100:3

				a holy nation, a p for His possession,1Pt 2:9

				and language and p and nation.Rv 5:9

				PERCEIVE

				keep looking, but do not p.Is 6:9

				look and look, yet never p.Mt 13:14

				PERFECT (adj)

				The instruction of the Lord is p,Ps 19:7

				Be p, therefore, as your heavenlyMt 5:48

				and every p gift is from above,Jms 1:17

				instead, p love drives out fear,1Jn 4:18

				PERFECTED (v)

				for power is p in weakness.2Co 12:9

				and His love is p in us.1Jn 4:12

				PERFECTER

				the source and p of our faithHeb 12:2

				PERISH

				If I p, I p.Est 4:16

				one of these little ones p.Mt 18:14

				in Him will not p but haveJn 3:16

				is veiled to those who are p-ing.2Co 4:3

				not wanting any to p, but all to2Pt 3:9

				PERISHABLE

				do it to receive a p crown,1Co 9:25

				not of p seed but of1Pt 1:23

				PERMISSIBLE

				Everything is p for me,1Co 6:12

				“Everything is p,” but not1Co 10:23

				PERSECUTE

				Princes have p-d me withoutPs 119:161

				and pray for those who p you,Mt 5:44

				they p-d Me, they will also p you.Jn 15:20

				Saul, Saul, why are you p-ing Me?Ac 9:4

				Bless those who p you;Rm 12:14

				PERSECUTION

				a severe p broke out againstAc 8:1

				PERSISTENCE

				because of his p, he will get upLk 11:8

				PERSISTENT

				be p in prayer.Rm 12:12

				PERSUADE

				Are you going to p me to becomeAc 26:28

				For I am p-d that neither deathRm 8:38

				and am p-d that He is able2Tm 1:12

				PERVERSION

				to mate with it; it is a p.Lv 18:23

				penalty for their p.Rm 1:27

				PERVERT

				Does God p justice?Jb 8:3

				PERVERTED (adj)

				in a crooked and p generation,Php 2:15

				PESTILENCE

				or the p that ravages at noon.Ps 91:6

				PETER

				Apostle; originally named Simon; also called Simeon (Ac 15:14) and Cephas. A fisherman in business with James and John (Lk 5:2-3,10); married, lived in Capernaum (Mk 1:21,29-30).

				Walked on water (Mt 14:28-31). Confessed Jesus as Messiah (Mt 16:13-20; Mk 8:27-30; Lk 9:18-21). At transfiguration (Mt 17:1-9; Mk 9:2-8; Lk 9:28-36; 2Pt 1:16-18). Jesus predicted he would deny Him (Mt 26:31-35; Mk 14:27-31; Lk 22:31-34; Jn 13:36-38); denial (Mt 26:69-75; Mk 14:66-72; Lk 22:54-62; Jn 18:15-18,25-27); restoration to “feed My sheep” (Jn 21:15-19).

				Spoke at Pentecost (Ac 2:14-40). Healed people (3:1-10; 5:15; 9:34); raised Tabitha from the dead (9:36-43). Arrested and forbidden to preach (4:1-31; 5:17-41). Saw vision: sent to Cornelius (Ac 10); reported Gentile conversions (Ac 11; 15); confronted by Paul for inconsistency (Gl 2:11-14). Imprisoned by Herod; freed by angel (Ac 12:1-19).

				Focused on Jewish evangelism (Gl 2:7). Wrote two letters (1Pt 1:1; 2Pt 1:1).

				PETITION

				prayer and p with thanksgiving,Php 4:6

				PHARAOH

				Then P sent for Joseph,Gn 41:14

				when I receive glory through P,Ex 14:18

				For the Scripture tells P:Rm 9:17

				PHARISEE

				surpasses that of the scribes and P-sMt 5:20

				Then the P-s went and plottedMt 22:15

				woe to you, scribes and P-s,Mt 23:13

				one a P and the other a taxLk 18:10

				I am a P, a son of P-s!Ac 23:6

				as to the law, a P;Php 3:5

				PHILIP

				1. Apostle (Mt 10:3; Jn 12:21-22). Invited Nathanael to “come and see” (Jn 1:43-51); questioned how to feed the 5,000 (6:5-7); asked Jesus to show them the Father (14:8-9).

				2. One of the first seven deacons (Ac 6:1-6); evangelized Simon the sorcerer in Samaria (8:5-13) and an Ethiopian eunuch (8:26-39).

				PHYSICIAN

				Luke, the dearly loved p, and DemasCol 4:14

				PIECE

				weighed out 30 p-s of silver forMt 26:15

				PIERCED

				they p my hands and my feet.Ps 22:16

				But He was p because of ourIs 53:5

				will look at Me whom they p.Zch 12:10

				the soldiers p His side withJn 19:34

				PILATE, PONTIUS

				Governor of Judea; presided over Jesus’ trial and sentencing (Mt 27:11-26; Mk 15:1-15; Lk 23:1-25; Jn 18:28–19:16); warned by his wife (Mt 27:19); gave Jesus’ body to Joseph of Arimathea (Mt 27:58; Mk 15:45; Lk 23:52; Jn 19:38); assigned guards to the tomb (Mt 27:65).

				PILLAR

				p of cloud by day and the p of fireEx 13:22

				PINNACLE

				stand on the p of the temple,Mt 4:5; Lk 4:9

				PIT

				Your Faithful One to see the P.Ps 16:10

				blind, both will fall into a p.Mt 15:14

				PITIED (adj)

				we should be p more than anyone.1Co 15:19

				PLACE (n)

				going away to prepare a p for you.Jn 14:2

				PLAGUE

				to send all My p-s against you,Ex 9:14

				PLAIN

				and the rough places a p.Is 40:4

				PLAN

				P-s fail when there is noPr 15:22

				A man’s heart p-s his way, butPr 16:9

				I have p-ned it; I will also do it.Is 46:11

				Your p had predestined to take placeAc 4:28

				PLANT (v)

				Lord God p-ed a garden in Eden,Gn 2:8

				like a tree p-ed beside streamsPs 1:3

				a time to p and a time to uproot;Ec 3:2

				I p-ed, Apollos watered, but God1Co 3:6

				PLATTER

				the Baptist’s head here on a p!Mt 14:8

				PLAY

				p skillfully on the strings,Ps 33:3

				An infant will p beside theIs 11:8

				p-ed the flute for you, but youMt 11:17

				PLEAD

				we p on Christ’s behalf,2Co 5:20

				PLEASANT

				How good and p it is whenPs 133:1

				PLEASE

				heaven and does whatever He p-s.Ps 115:3

				the Lord was p-d to crush Him,Is 53:10

				the flesh are unable to p God.Rm 8:8

				how he may p his wife1Co 7:33

				am I striving to p people?Gl 1:10

				God was p-d to have all HisCol 1:19

				it is impossible to p God,Heb 11:6

				PLEASING (adj)

				May my meditation be p to Him;Ps 104:34

				living sacrifice, holy and p to God;Rm 12:1

				PLEASURE

				in Your right hand are eternal p-s.Ps 16:11

				The one who loves p will becomePr 21:17

				I take no p in anyone’s death.Ezk 18:32

				lovers of p rather than lovers2Tm 3:4

				enjoy the short-lived p of sin.Heb 11:25

				PLOT (v)

				and the peoples p in vain?Ps 2:1

				PLOW (n)

				swords into p-s and their spearsIs 2:4

				his hand to the p and looks backLk 9:62

				PLOWED (v)

				If you hadn’t p with my youngJdg 14:18

				PLUMB LINE

				I am setting a p among My peopleAm 7:8

				POINT (n)

				obedient to the p of deathPhp 2:8

				yet fails in one p, is guiltyJms 2:10

				POISON

				evil, full of deadly p.Jms 3:8

				POISONOUS

				the Lord sent p snakes amongNm 21:6

				POLLUTED (adj)

				abstain from things p by idols,Ac 15:20

				POOL

				your eyes like p-s in HeshbonSg 7:4

				there is a p, called BethesdaJn 5:2

				POOR

				there will never cease to be pDt 15:11

				He raises the p from the dust1Sm 2:8

				Idle hands make one p,Pr 10:4

				Me to bring good news to the p.Is 61:1

				Blessed are the p in spirit,Mt 5:3

				You always have the p with you,Mt 26:11

				for your sake He became p,2Co 8:9

				PORTION

				But the Lord’s p is His people,Dt 32:9

				strength of my heart, my p forever.Ps 73:26

				Jacob’s P is not like theseJr 10:16

				The Lord is my p, therefore ILm 3:24

				POSSESS

				to give you this land to p.Gn 15:7

				those p-ed fell down before HimMk 3:11

				nothing yet p-ing everything.2Co 6:10

				POSSESSION

				Canaan—as an eternal p,Gn 17:8

				the ends of the earth Your p.Ps 2:8

				Honor the Lord with your p-sPr 3:9

				in the abundance of his p-s.Lk 12:15

				sold their p-s and propertyAc 2:45

				POSSIBLE

				but with God all things are p.Mt 19:26

				Everything is p to the one whoMk 9:23

				If p, on your part, live atRm 12:18

				POTTER

				we are the clay, and You are our p;Is 64:8

				Just like clay in the p-’s hand,Jr 18:6

				and bought the p-’s field with itMt 27:7

				Or has the p no right over HisRm 9:21

				POUR

				p out your hearts before Him.Ps 62:8

				I will p out My Spirit on allJl 2:28

				of heaven and p out a blessingMal 3:10

				that I will p out My Spirit onAc 2:17

				POVERTY

				Give me neither p nor wealth;Pr 30:8

				but she out of her p has put inMk 12:44

				so that by His p you might2Co 8:9

				POWER

				this purpose: to show you My pEx 9:16

				Ascribe p to God. His majesty isPs 68:34

				death are in the p of the tongue,Pr 18:21

				kingdom and the p and the gloryMt 6:13

				you will receive p when the HolyAc 1:8

				it is God’s p for salvation toRm 1:16

				nor things to come, nor p-s,Rm 8:38

				the world p-s of this darknessEph 6:12

				know Him and the p of HisPhp 3:10

				fearfulness, but one of p, love,2Tm 1:7

				For His divine p has given us2Pt 1:3

				glory, and p belong to our God,Rv 19:1

				POWERFUL

				many p, not many of noble1Co 1:26

				PRACTICE (v)

				they don’t p what they teach.Mt 23:3

				those who p such thingsRm 1:32; 5:21

				and are not p-ing the truth1Jn 1:6

				PRAISE (n)

				enthroned on the p-s of Israel.Ps 22:3

				His p will always be on my lips.Ps 34:1

				have prepared p from the mouthsMt 21:16

				up to God a sacrifice of p,Heb 13:15

				PRAISE (v)

				This is my God, and I will p Him,Ex 15:2

				Lord is great and is highly p-d;1Ch 16:25

				Lord lives—may my rock be p-d!Ps 18:46

				that breathes p the Lord.Ps 150:6

				Let another p you, and not yourPr 27:2

				host with the angel, p-ing GodLk 2:13

				PRAY

				by My name humble themselves, p2Ch 7:14

				P for the peace of Jerusalem:Ps 122:6

				and p for those who persecute you,Mt 5:44

				teach us to p, just as JohnLk 11:1

				I p for them. I am not praying forJn 17:9

				know what to p for as we shouldRm 8:26

				p at all times in the Spirit,Eph 6:18

				P constantly.1Th 5:17

				PRAYER

				the Lord accepts my p.Ps 6:9

				a house of p for all nations.Is 56:7

				will be called a house of p.Mt 21:13

				everything, through p and petitionPhp 4:6

				PREACH

				the world and p the gospel toMk 16:15

				how can they p unless they areRm 10:15

				but we p Christ crucified,1Co 1:23

				p Christ out of envy and strifePhp 1:15

				PREACHER

				how can they hear without a p?Rm 10:14

				PRECIOUS

				their lives are p in his sight.Ps 72:14

				She is more p than jewels;Pr 3:15

				a tested stone, a p cornerstoneIs 28:16

				but with the p blood of Christ,1Pt 1:19

				PREDESTINED

				He also p to be conformedRm 8:29

				He p us to be adopted throughEph 1:5

				PREGNANT

				that she was p by the HolyMt 1:18

				was engaged to him and was p.Lk 2:5

				PREPARE

				You p a table before me in thePs 23:5

				P the way of the Lord in theIs 40:3

				P the way for the Lord;Mt 3:3

				she has p-d Me for burial.Mt 26:12

				going away to p a place for youJn 14:2

				what God has p-d for those who1Co 2:9

				

				which God p-d ahead of time soEph 2:10

				but You p-d a body for Me.Heb 10:5

				PRESENCE

				in the p of my enemies;Ps 23:5

				Where can I flee from Your p?Ps 139:7

				not only in my p, but now evenPhp 2:12

				appear in the p of God for us.Heb 9:24

				PRESENT (adj)

				absent in body but p in spirit,1Co 5:3

				PRESENT (v)

				I urge you to p your bodies as aRm 12:1

				He did this to p the church toEph 5:27

				PRESERVE

				loses his life will p it.Lk 17:33

				PRESSED

				good measure—p down, shakenLk 6:38

				PRESSURED (v)

				We are p in every way but not2Co 4:8

				PREVIOUSLY

				in which you p walked accordingEph 2:2

				PRICE

				the p of Him whose p was set byMt 27:9

				for you were bought at a p;1Co 6:20

				PRICELESS

				When he found one p pearl,Mt 13:46

				PRIDE

				P comes before destruction,Pr 16:18

				PRIEST

				he was a p to God Most High.Gn 14:18

				be My kingdom of p-s and My holyEx 19:6

				You are a p like Melchizedek.Ps 110:4

				a great high p who has passedHeb 4:14

				You are a p forever in the orderHeb 5:6

				PRIESTHOOD

				race, a royal p, a holy nation1Pt 2:9

				PRINCE

				P-s have persecuted me withoutPs 119:161

				Eternal Father, P of Peace.Is 9:6

				PRISON

				I was in p and you visited Me.Mt 25:36

				Peter was kept in p, but prayerAc 12:5

				saw the doors of the p open,Ac 16:27

				to the spirits in p1Pt 3:19

				PRISONER

				The Lord frees p-s.Ps 146:7

				p of Christ Jesus on behalfEph 3:1

				PRIZE

				but only one receives the p?1Co 9:24

				as my goal the p promised byPhp 3:14

				PROCLAIM

				and I will p the name YahwehEx 33:19

				and the sky p-s the work of HisPs 19:1

				to p liberty to the captives,Is 61:1

				you p the Lord’s death until He1Co 11:26

				p the message; persist in it2Tm 4:2

				PRODUCE (v)

				A good tree can’t p bad fruit;Mt 7:18

				of your faith p-s endurance.Jms 1:3

				PROFANE

				Do not p the name of your God;Lv 18:21

				PROFIT (n)

				not seeking my own p, but the p1Co 10:33

				and do business and make a p.Jms 4:13

				PROFITABLE

				God and is p for teaching2Tm 3:16

				PROGRESS

				so that your p may be evident to1Tm 4:15

				PROMINENT

				number of the p Greek womenAc 17:12

				PROMISCUITY

				moral impurity, p,Gl 5:19

				PROMISCUOUS

				Go and marry a p wifeHs 1:2

				PROMISE (n)

				For the p is for you and forAc 2:39

				of God’s p-s is “Yes” in Him.2Co 1:20

				since it holds p for the present1Tm 4:8

				The Lord does not delay His p2Pt 3:9

				PROMISED (adj)

				from the Father the p Holy Spirit,Ac 2:33

				PROMISED (v)

				This is the land I p Abraham,Dt 34:4

				for He who p is faithful.Heb 10:23

				PRONOUNCE

				he could not p it correctly,Jdg 12:6

				PROOF

				to them by many convincing p-sAc 1:3

				the p of what is not seen.Heb 11:1

				PROPER

				among you, as is p for saints.Eph 5:3

				PROPERTY

				his wife, sold a piece of p.Ac 5:1

				PROPHECY

				miracles, to another, p,1Co 12:10

				But as for p-ies, they will come to1Co 13:8

				no p of Scripture comes from2Pt 1:20

				PROPHESY

				sons and your daughters will p,Jl 2:28

				Lord, didn’t we p in Your name,Mt 7:22

				and above all that you may p.1Co 14:1

				PROPHET

				God will raise up for you a p likeDt 18:15

				No p is accepted in his hometown.Lk 4:24

				“Are you the P?” “No,”Jn 1:21

				first apostles, second p-s,1Co 12:28

				PROPHETESS

				There was also a p, Anna,Lk 2:36

				PROPHETIC

				known through the p Scriptures,Rm 16:26

				we have the p word strongly2Pt 1:19

				PROPITIATION

				Him as a p through faithRm 3:25

				to make p for the sins of theHeb 2:17

				Himself is the p for our sins,1Jn 2:2

				Son to be the p for our sins.1Jn 4:10

				PROSELYTE

				land and sea to make one pMt 23:15

				PROSPER

				Whatever he does p-s.Ps 1:3

				will p in what I send it to do.Is 55:11

				PROSPERITY

				set before you life and p,Dt 30:15

				I saw the p of the wicked.Ps 73:3

				

				PROSTITUTE (n)

				a p named Rahab, and stayed there.Jos 2:1

				p-s are entering the kingdomMt 21:31

				and make it part of a p?1Co 6:15

				PROTECT

				He p-s His flock like a shepherdIs 40:11

				who is able to p you fromJd 24

				PROTECTION

				lives under the p of the Most HighPs 91:1

				PROUD

				Lord, my heart is not p;Ps 131:1

				God resists the p, but givesJms 4:6

				PROVEN

				endurance produces p character,Rm 5:4

				PROVERB

				Solomon composed 3,000 p-s,1Kg 4:32

				The p-s of Solomon son of David,Pr 1:1

				you will quote this p to Me:Lk 4:23

				PROVIDE

				God Himself will p the lambGn 22:8

				all these things will be p-d for you.Mt 6:33

				He will also p a way of escape,1Co 10:13

				if anyone does not p for his own1Tm 5:8

				richly p-s us with all things1Tm 6:17

				PROVOKED

				tested God and p the Holy OnePs 78:41

				is not selfish; is not p;1Co 13:5

				PROWLING

				the Devil is p around like a1Pt 5:8

				PRUNES

				and He p every branch thatJn 15:2

				PSALMS

				and the P must be fulfilled.Lk 24:44

				speaking to one another in p,Eph 5:19

				PUBLIC

				your attention to p reading,1Tm 4:13

				PUBLICLY

				not wanting to disgrace her pMt 1:19

				P rebuke those who sin, so that1Tm 5:20

				PUNISHED

				the Lord has p Him for theIs 53:6

				PUNISHMENT

				My p is too great to bear!Gn 4:13

				p for our peace was on Him,Is 53:5

				son won’t suffer p for the father’sEzk 18:20

				they will go away into eternal p,Mt 25:46

				because fear involves p1Jn 4:18

				PUPIL

				guarded him as the p of His eye.Dt 32:10

				PURCHASED

				which He p with His own blood.Ac 20:28

				PURE

				can a young man keep his way p?Ps 119:9

				eyes are too p to look on evil,Hab 1:13

				Blessed are the p in heart,Mt 5:8

				whatever is just, whatever is p,Php 4:8

				PURIFICATION

				After making p for sins, He satHeb 1:3

				PURIFY

				P me with hyssop, and I will bePs 51:7

				He will p the sons of Levi andMal 3:3

				PURIM

				reason these days are called P,Est 9:26

				PURITY

				by p, by knowledge, by patience,2Co 6:6

				PURPLE

				crown of thorns and the p robe.Jn 19:5

				PURPOSE

				because I was sent for this p.Lk 4:43

				are called according to His p.Rm 8:28

				PURSUE

				seek peace and p it.Ps 34:14

				P peace with everyone, andHeb 12:14

				PURSUIT

				futile, a p of the wind.Ec 1:14

				PUT

				But p on the Lord Jesus Christ,Rm 13:14

				P on the full armor of God soEph 6:11

				QUAIL

				So at evening q cameEx 16:13

				QUALITY

				will test the q of each one’s1Co 3:13

				QUARRELS (n)

				that there are q among you.1Co 1:11

				QUARRELSOME

				but gentle, not q, not greedy1Tm 3:3

				QUEEN

				The q of Sheba heard about1Kg 10:1

				The q of the south will rise upMt 12:42

				QUENCHED

				not die, and the fire is not q.Mk 9:44

				QUICK

				everyone must be q to hear,Jms 1:19

				QUICKLY

				What you’re doing, do q.Jn 13:27

				Yes, I am coming q.Rv 22:20

				QUIET

				He leads me beside q waters.Ps 23:2

				a tranquil and q life in all1Tm 2:2

				of a gentle and q spirit,1Pt 3:4

				QUIVER

				who has filled his q with them.Ps 127:5

				QUOTA

				require the same q of bricksEx 5:8

				RABBI

				do not be called ‘R’ because youMt 23:8

				RABBOUNI

				she said to Him in Hebrew, “R!”Jn 20:16

				RAB-SARIS

				Title of Assyrian and Babylonian officials (2Kg 18:17; Jr 39:3,13).

				RACE (n)

				the r is not to the swift,Ec 9:11

				I have finished the r, I have kept2Tm 4:7

				endurance the r that lies beforeHeb 12:1

				you are a chosen r, a royal1Pt 2:9

				RACE (v)

				the runners in a stadium all r,1Co 9:24

				RACHEL

				Daughter of Laban; wife and cousin of Jacob (Gn 29:10,18-30); mother of Joseph and Benjamin (30:24; 35:16-20); stole her father’s household idols (31:19).

				R weeping for her childrenJr 31:15; Mt 2:18

				RADIANCE

				He is the r of His glory,Heb 1:3

				RAGE (n)

				A king’s r is like a lion’s roarPr 19:12

				RAGE (v)

				the Gentiles r, and the peoplesAc 4:25

				RAHAB

				Prostitute in Jericho who hid the Israelite spies (Jos 2; Heb 11:31); spared by Joshua (Jos 6:17,22-25). Mother of Boaz (Mt 1:5).

				RAIN (n)

				and the r fell on the earth 40Gn 7:12

				and sends r on the righteous andMt 5:45

				RAISE

				I will r up for them a prophetDt 18:18

				killed, and be r-d the third day.Mt 16:21

				and I will r it up in three days.Jn 2:19

				that He was r-d on the third1Co 15:4

				who r-d the Lord Jesus will r us2Co 4:14

				RAM

				up and saw a r caught by itsGn 22:13

				RANSOM (n)

				Yet these cannot ... pay his r to GodPs 49:7

				to give His life—a r for many.Mt 20:28

				RANSOM (v)

				for the Lord has r-ed Jacob andJr 31:11

				RASHLY

				something r and later to reconsiderPr 20:25

				RAVEN

				he sent out a r.Gn 8:7

				Consider the r-s: they don’t sowLk 12:24

				READ

				Sabbath day and stood up to r.Lk 4:16

				Blessed is the one who r-sRv 1:3

				READY

				and always be r to give a1Pt 3:15

				REAL

				My flesh is r food and My bloodJn 6:55

				REALLY

				Did God r say, ‘You can’t eat fromGn 3:1

				REAP

				sow in tears will r with shoutsPs 126:5

				they don’t sow or r or gatherMt 6:26

				a man sows he will also r,Gl 6:7

				REASON (n)

				asks you for a r for the hope1Pt 3:15

				REASONED (v)

				a child, I r like a child.1Co 13:11

				REBEKAH

				Sister of Laban; wife of Isaac (Gn 24); mother of Jacob and Esau (25:21-26). Passed off as Isaac’s sister (26:6-11). Encouraged Jacob to secure Isaac’s blessing (27:1-17). 

				REBEL (v)

				Only don’t r against the Lord,Nm 14:9

				Why do the nations r and the peoplesPs 2:1

				but they have r-led against Me.Is 1:2

				REBELLION

				For r is like the sin of divination,1Sm 15:23

				REBUILD

				to go up and r the Lord’s houseEzr 1:5

				Come, let’s r Jerusalem’s wallNeh 2:17

				and the ruins will be rebuilt.Ezk 36:33

				sanctuary and r it in three days.Mt 26:61

				REBUKE (v)

				do not r me in Your anger;Ps 6:1

				The Lord r you, Satan!Zch 3:2

				He got up and r-d the windsMt 8:26

				go and r him in private.Mt 18:15

				Publicly r those who sin,1Tm 5:20

				r, correct, and encourage with2Tm 4:2

				him, but said, “The Lord r you!”Jd 9

				RECEIVE

				But to all who did r Him, He gaveJn 1:12

				Ask and you will r,Jn 16:24

				is more blessed to give than to r.Ac 20:35

				What do you have that you didn’t r?1Co 4:7

				RECOGNIZE

				yet the world did not r Him.Jn 1:10

				RECONCILE

				First go and be r-d with yourMt 5:24

				Christ’s behalf, “Be r-d to God.”2Co 5:20

				through Him to r everything toCol 1:20

				RECONCILIATION

				whom we have now received r.Rm 5:11

				and gave us the ministry of r:2Co 5:18

				RECORD (n)

				does not keep a r of wrongs;1Co 13:5

				RECRUCIFYING

				they are r the Son of GodHeb 6:6

				RED

				they are as r as crimson,Is 1:18

				good weather because the sky is r.Mt 16:2

				RED SEA

				Crossed by Israel (Ex 13:18; 14:15-31; Nm 21:4; Dt 11:4; Jos 2:10; 4:23; 24:6; Neh 9:9; Ps 106:7,9-11,22; 136:13-15; Ac 7:36; Heb 11:29); southern extent of the promised land (Ex 23:31); location of Solomon’s fleet (1Kg 9:26).

				REDEEM

				the price of r-ing him is too costly,Ps 49:8

				He r-s your life from the Pit;Ps 103:4

				Christ has r-ed us from the curseGl 3:13

				to r those under the law,Gl 4:5

				REDEEMER

				I know my living R, and He willJb 19:25

				Lord, my rock and my R.Ps 19:14

				Your R is the Holy One of Israel.Is 41:14

				REDEMPTION

				because your r is near!Lk 21:28

				adoption, the r of our bodies.Rm 8:23

				In Him we have r through HisEph 1:7

				having obtained eternal r.Heb 9:12

				REED

				He will not break a bruised r,Is 42:3

				A r swaying in the wind?Mt 11:7

				REFLECT

				are r-ing the glory of the Lord2Co 3:18

				REFRESHING (n)

				that seasons of r may comeAc 3:19

				REFUGE

				will include six cities of r,Nm 35:6

				whose wings you have come for r.Ru 2:12

				God is our r and strength,Ps 46:1

				we who have fled for r mightHeb 6:18

				REFUTE

				For he vigorously r-d the Jews inAc 18:28

				REGARD (n)

				The Lord had r for Abel and hisGn 4:4

				REGARD (v)

				but we in turn r-ed Him stricken,Is 53:4

				REGENERATION

				through the washing of r andTi 3:5

				REGION

				In the same r, shepherds wereLk 2:8

				REGISTER

				that the whole empire should be r-ed.Lk 2:1

				REGRET

				Lord r-ted that He had made manGn 6:6

				REGULATIONS

				Why do you submit to r:Col 2:20

				REHOBOAM

				Son of Solomon; king of Judah (1Kg 11:43). Answered people harshly; the kingdom was divided (12:1-19; 2Ch 10:1-19).

				REIGN

				The Lord will r forever and ever!Ex 15:18

				The Lord r-s! He is robed inPs 93:1

				who says to Zion, “Your God r-s!”Is 52:7

				He will r over the house ofLk 1:33

				do not let sin r in your mortalRm 6:12

				For He must r until He puts all1Co 15:25

				will r with Him for 1,000 years.Rv 20:6

				REJECT

				The stone the builders r-ed hasPs 118:22

				He was despised and r-ed by men,Is 53:3

				the builders r-ed has becomeMt 21:42

				Whoever r-s you r-s Me.Lk 10:16

				of men who r the truth.Ti 1:14

				r-ed by men but chosen and1Pt 2:4

				REJOICE

				let us r and be glad in it.Ps 118:24

				R in the Lord always. I will say it 
again: R!Php 4:4

				RELATIVE

				in his hometown, among his r-s,Mk 6:4

				RELEASE (v)

				do you want me to r for you?Mt 27:21

				RELENT

				but the Lord r-ed concerning2Sm 24:16

				may turn and r and leave a blessingJl 2:14

				RELIGION

				and undefiled r before our GodJms 1:27

				RELIGIOUS

				are extremely r in every respect.Ac 17:22

				RELY

				He r-ies on the Lord; let HimPs 22:8

				do not r on your own understanding;Pr 3:5

				REMAIN

				the word of our God r-s forever.Is 40:8

				R in Me, and I in you.Jn 15:4

				three r: faith, hope, and love.1Co 13:13

				REMARKABLE

				and look at this r sight.Ex 3:3

				REMARKABLY

				been r and wonderfully made.Ps 139:14

				REMEMBER

				God r-ed Noah,Gn 8:1

				R to dedicate the Sabbath dayEx 20:8

				

				what is man that You r him,Ps 8:4

				made of, r-ing that we are dust.Ps 103:14

				So r your Creator in the daysEc 12:1

				and never again r their sin.Jr 31:34

				R Lot’s wife!Lk 17:32

				asked only that we would r the poor,Gl 2:10

				R my imprisonment.Col 4:18

				will never again r their sinsHeb 8:12; 10:17

				REMEMBRANCE

				there is no r of You in death;Ps 6:5

				Do this in r of Me.Lk 22:19; 1Co 11:24

				REMINDER

				there is a r of sins every year.Heb 10:3

				REMNANT

				For a r will go out from2Kg 19:31

				The r will return, the r of Jacob,Is 10:21

				only the r will be saved;Rm 9:27

				REMOTE

				by boat to a r place to be alone.Mt 14:13

				REMOVAL

				not the r of the filth of the flesh,1Pt 3:21

				REMOVE

				I will r your heart of stone andEzk 36:26

				RENEW

				and r a steadfast spirit within me.Ps 51:10

				youth is r-ed like the eagle.Ps 103:5

				the Lord will r their strength;Is 40:31

				by the r-ing of your mind,Rm 12:2

				person is being r-ed day by day.2Co 4:16

				REPAY

				Vengeance belongs to Me; I will r.Dt 32:35

				deserve or repaid us according toPs 103:10

				I will r, says the Lord.Rm 12:19

				REPEAT

				R them to your children.Dt 6:7

				REPENT

				and r in dust and ashes.Jb 42:6

				R, because the kingdom of heavenMt 3:2

				R ... and be baptized,Ac 2:38

				REPENTANCE

				a baptism of r for the forgivenessMk 1:4

				r for forgiveness of sins will beLk 24:47

				godly grief produces a r2Co 7:10

				to perish, but all to come to r.2Pt 3:9

				REPRIMAND (n)

				Better an open r than concealedPr 27:5

				REPROACH

				must be above r, the husband of1Tm 3:2

				REQUESTS (n)

				your r be made known to God.Php 4:6

				REQUIRES

				what it is the Lord r of you:Mc 6:8

				REQUIREMENT

				in order that the law’s r wouldRm 8:4

				RESCUE

				R those being taken off to death,Pr 24:11

				His trust in God; let God r HimMt 27:43

				has r-d us from the domain ofCol 1:13

				r-s us from the coming wrath.1Th 1:10

				Lord knows how to r the godly2Pt 2:9

				RESIDE

				Christ’s power may r in me.2Co 12:9

				has eternal life r-ing in him.1Jn 3:15

				RESIDENCE

				I will place My r among you,Lv 26:11

				a place for Your r forever.2Ch 6:2

				flesh and took up r among us.Jn 1:14

				RESIST

				tell you, don’t r an evildoer.Mt 5:39

				are always r-ing the Holy Spirit;Ac 7:51

				For who can r His will?Rm 9:19

				may be able to r in the evil dayEph 6:13

				have not yet r-ed to the pointHeb 12:4

				But r the Devil, and he will fleeJms 4:7

				RESOUND

				sea and all that fills it r.Ps 96:11

				Praise Him with r-ing cymbals;Ps 150:5

				RESPECT (n)

				r to those you owe r,Rm 13:7

				do this with gentleness and r,1Pt 3:16

				RESPECT (v)

				Each of you is to r his motherLv 19:3

				‘They will r my son,’ he said.Mt 21:37

				REST (n)

				They will not enter My r.Ps 95:11

				and I will give you r.Mt 11:28

				A Sabbath r remains, thereforeHeb 4:9

				RESTED (v)

				He r on the seventh dayGn 2:2

				RESTORE

				R the joy of Your salvation to me,Ps 51:12

				is coming and will r everything,Mt 17:11

				are You r-ing the kingdom to Israel?Ac 1:6

				spiritual should r such a personGl 6:1

				RESTRAINS

				know what currently r him,2Th 2:6

				RESTRAINT

				because in His r God passed overRm 3:25

				RESURRECTED

				and He will be r on the thirdMt 20:19

				For He has been r, just as He said.Mt 28:6

				He has been r! He is not here!Mk 16:6

				RESURRECTION

				the r of life ... the r of judgment.Jn 5:29

				I am the r and the life.Jn 11:25

				if there is no r of the dead,1Co 15:13

				know Him and the power of His rPhp 3:10

				RETURN (v)

				you are dust, and you will r to dust.Gn 3:19

				the spirit r-s to God who gaveEc 12:7

				mouth will not r to Me empty,Is 55:11

				Come, let us r to the Lord.Hs 6:1

				REUBEN

				Son of Jacob and Leah; eldest (Gn 29:32). Lost birthright for sleeping with father’s concubine (35:22; 49:4; 1Ch 5:1). Tried to rescue Joseph (Gn 37:21-29); offered to protect Benjamin (42:37). Tribe with territory east of the Dead Sea, north of the Arnon River (Nm 32; Jos 13:15-23).

				REVEAL

				blood did not r this to you,Mt 16:17

				of his heart will be r-ed,1Co 14:25

				REVELATION

				light for r to the GentilesLk 2:32

				eagerly wait for the r of our Lord1Co 1:7

				has a psalm, a teaching, a r,1Co 14:26

				was made known to me by r,Eph 3:3

				The r of Jesus Christ that God gaveRv 1:1

				REVERE

				descendants of Israel, r Him!Ps 22:23

				REVERENCE

				serve God acceptably, with rHeb 12:28

				REVERENT

				observe your pure, r lives.1Pt 3:2

				REVILE

				When we are r-d, we bless;1Co 4:12

				when r-d, He did not r in return;1Pt 2:23

				REVIVE

				Will You not r us again so thatPs 85:6

				REVOKE

				You r God’s word by your traditionMk 7:13

				REWARD (n)

				there is a r for the righteous!Ps 58:11

				His r is with Him, and His giftsIs 40:10

				your r is great in heaven.Mt 5:12

				They’ve got their r!Mt 6:2,5,16

				his attention was on the r.Heb 11:26

				RIB

				God made the r ... into a womanGn 2:22

				RICH (adj)

				Don’t wear yourself out to get r;Pr 23:4

				hard for a r person to enterMt 19:23

				who want to be r fall into1Tm 6:9

				r should boast in his humiliation,Jms 1:10

				RICHES

				in her left, r and honor.Pr 3:16

				the rich must not boast in his r.Jr 9:23

				make known the r of His gloryRm 9:23

				Oh, the depth of the rRm 11:33

				immeasurable r of His graceEph 2:7

				RIDDLE

				directly, openly, and not in r-s;Nm 12:8

				“Let me tell you a r,” Samson saidJdg 14:12

				words of the wise, and their r-s.Pr 1:6

				RIDE

				humble and r-ing on a donkey,Zch 9:9

				RIDER

				horse and its r into the sea.Ex 15:1,21

				RIGHT (adj)

				So You are r when You passPs 51:4

				Sit at My r hand until I makePs 110:1

				way that seems r to a man,Pr 14:12; 16:25

				sat down at the r hand of God.Heb 10:12

				RIGHT (n)

				Defend the r-s of the fatherless.Is 1:17

				one on Your r and the other onMt 20:21

				He will put the sheep on His rMt 25:33

				gave them the r to be childrenJn 1:12

				RIGHTEOUS (adj)

				raise up a r Branch of David.Jr 23:5

				But the r one will live by his faith.Hab 2:4

				saying, “This man really was r!”Lk 23:47

				is no one r, not even one;Rm 3:10

				RIGHTEOUS (n)

				I have not seen the r abandonedPs 37:25

				the r run to it and are protected.Pr 18:10

				I didn’t come to call the rMt 9:13

				The r will live by faith.Rm 1:17

				because the r will live by faith.Gl 3:11

				RIGHTEOUSLY

				He will judge the world rPs 98:9

				RIGHTEOUSNESS

				He credited it to him as r.Gn 15:6

				He judges the world with r;Ps 9:8

				R exalts a nation, but sin isPr 14:34

				will be named: The Lord Is Our R.Jr 23:6

				kingdom of God and His r,Mt 6:33

				apart from the law, God’s r hasRm 3:21

				end the law for r to everyoneRm 10:4

				r like armor on your chest,Eph 6:14

				RING (n)

				is like a gold r in a pig’s snout.Pr 11:22

				RISE

				From the r-ing of the sun to itsPs 113:3

				After three days I will r again.Mt 27:63

				A great prophet has r-n among us,Lk 7:16

				dead in Christ will r first.1Th 4:16

				RIVER

				There is a r—its streamsPs 46:4

				By the r-s of Babylon—there wePs 137:1

				make peace flow to her like a r,Is 66:12

				were baptized by him in the Jordan RMt 3:6

				showed me the r of living waterRv 22:1

				ROAD

				r is broad that leads to destruction,Mt 7:13

				ROAR (v)

				though its waters r and foamPs 46:3

				The Lord r-s from on high;Jr 25:30

				ROARING (adj)

				prowling around like a r lion,1Pt 5:8

				ROAST

				they should eat it, r-ed over the fireEx 12:8

				A lazy man doesn’t r his game,Pr 12:27

				ROB

				to meet a bear r-bed of her cubsPr 17:12

				Will a man r God? Yet you areMal 3:8

				ROBBERS

				this house ... become a den of rJr 7:11

				ROBE

				and he made a r of many colorsGn 37:3

				and His r filled the temple.Is 6:1

				If I can just touch His r,Mt 9:21

				crown of thorns and the purple r.Jn 19:5

				He wore a r stained with blood,Rv 19:13

				ROBED (v)

				He is r in majesty;Ps 93:1

				ROCK

				when you hit the r, water willEx 17:6

				will put you in the crevice of the rEx 33:22

				and struck the r twice with hisNm 20:11

				The Lord is my r,Ps 18:2

				and set my feet on a r,Ps 40:2

				who built his house on the r.Mt 7:24

				on this r I will build My church,Mt 16:18

				Other seed fell on the r;Lk 8:6

				and a r to trip over,Rm 9:33

				ROCKY

				Others fell on r ground, whereMt 13:5

				ROD

				Your r and Your staff—theyPs 23:4

				not use the r hates his son,Pr 13:24

				ROLL

				The skies will r up like a scroll,Is 34:4

				Who will r away the stone fromMk 16:3

				very large—had been r-ed away.Mk 16:4

				ROMAN

				Tell me—are you a R citizen?Ac 22:27

				ROOF

				From the r he saw a woman2Sm 11:2

				went up on the r and lowered himLk 5:19

				ROOM

				you pray, go into your private r,Mt 6:6

				there was no r for them at theLk 2:7

				ROOSTER

				before the r crows, you willMt 26:34

				ROOT

				On that day the r of Jesse willIs 11:10

				and like a r out of dry ground.Is 53:2

				they had no r, they withered.Mt 13:6

				And if the r is holy, so are theRm 11:16

				The r of Jesse will appear,Rm 15:12

				r-ed and firmly establishedEph 3:17

				r-ed and built up in Him andCol 2:7

				of money is a r of all kinds1Tm 6:10

				ROUGH

				and the r places a plain.Is 40:4

				straight, the r ways smooth,Lk 3:5

				ROYAL

				carry out the r law prescribedJms 2:8

				a chosen race, a r priesthood, a1Pt 2:9

				RUIN (n)

				his lips invites his own r.Pr 13:3

				My house still lies in r-sHg 1:9

				leads to the r of the hearers.2Tm 2:14

				RUINED (v)

				Woe is me, for I am r,Is 6:5

				and the skins are r.Mt 9:17

				RULE (v)

				They will r the fish of the seaGn 1:26

				For sin will not r over you,Rm 6:14

				RULER

				and the r-s conspire together againstPs 2:2

				know that the r-s of the GentilesMt 20:25

				Now the r of this world will beJn 12:31

				but against the r-s, againstEph 6:12

				RULES (n)

				he competes according to the r.2Tm 2:5

				RUMORS

				to hear of wars and r of wars.Mt 24:6

				RUN

				righteous r to it and are protected.Pr 18:10

				they will r and not grow weary;Is 40:31

				R in such a way that you may win1Co 9:24

				and r with endurance the raceHeb 12:1

				RUSHING

				sound ... of a violent r windAc 2:2

				RUST

				where moth and r destroy andMt 6:19

				RUTH

				Moabitess; widowed daughter-in-law of Naomi (Ru 1:1-5); married Boaz; ancestor of David and Christ (Ru 4:1; Mt 1:5-6,16).

				RUTHLESSLY

				They worked the Israelites rEx 1:13

				SABBATH

				Remember to dedicate the S day:Ex 20:8

				The S was made for man and notMk 2:27

				Son of Man is Lord even of the S.Mk 2:28

				lawful on the S to do good or toMk 3:4

				A S rest remains, therefore, forHeb 4:9

				SACKCLOTH

				with fasting, s, and ashes.Dn 9:3

				would have repented in s and ashesMt 11:21

				SACRED

				you have known the s Scriptures,2Tm 3:15

				SACRIFICE (n)

				is the Passover s to the Lord,Ex 12:27

				to obey is better than s,1Sm 15:22

				You do not delight in s and offering;Ps 40:6

				You do not want a s, or I wouldPs 51:16

				For I desire loyalty and not s,Hs 6:6

				I desire mercy and not s.Mt 9:13

				your bodies as a living s,Rm 12:1

				of sin by the s of Himself.Heb 9:26

				offer up to God a s of praise,Heb 13:15

				SACRIFICED (v)

				our Passover has been s.1Co 5:7

				SADDUCEES

				of the yeast of the Pharisees and S.Mt 16:6

				S, who say there is no resurrection,Mt 22:23

				SAD-FACED

				don’t be s like the hypocrites.Mt 6:16

				SAFETY

				The horse is a false hope for s;Ps 33:17

				SAINT

				intercedes for the s-s accordingRm 8:27

				Greet every s in Christ Jesus.Php 4:21

				are the prayers of the s-s.Rv 5:8

				SAKE

				right paths for His name’s s.Ps 23:3

				not for your s that I will act,Ezk 36:22,32

				SALOME

				Wife of Zebedee, mother of James and John (Mk 15:40; 16:1; cp. Mt 27:56); possibly Mary’s sister (Jn 19:25).

				SALT

				back and became a pillar of s.Gn 19:26

				You are the s of the earth.Mt 5:13

				SALVATION

				He has become my s.Ex 15:2

				The Lord is my light and my sPs 27:1

				Restore the joy of Your s to me,Ps 51:12

				who proclaims s, who says toIs 52:7

				For my eyes have seen Your s.Lk 2:30

				There is s in no one else,Ac 4:12

				now is the day of s.2Co 6:2

				work out your own s with fearPhp 2:12

				if we neglect such a great s?Heb 2:3

				SAMARIA

				Capital and namesake of the northern kingdom (1Kg 13:32; 16:24; 2Kg 17:24; Is 7:9; Ezk 16:46; 23:4; Hos 8:5; Ob 19; Mc 1:1); captured by Assyria (2Kg 17:6).

				In NT times, region of central hill country between Judah and Galilee (Lk 17:11; Ac 1:8; 8:1,5,14), often shunned by Jews (Jn 4:4-9); home of Samaritans.

				SAMARITAN

				But a S on his journey came upLk 10:33

				Jews do not associate with S-s.Jn 4:9

				SAME

				Jesus Christ is the s yesterday,Heb 13:8

				SAMSON

				Son of Manoah; Danite judge. Birth announced; to be a Nazirite (Jdg 13). Rashly married a Philistine; posed a riddle (Jdg 14). Took revenge on Philistines: set fire to fields; killed 1,000 with donkey’s jawbone (Jdg 15). Married Delilah; was betrayed (16:4-21). Slaughter in Dagon’s temple (16:23-30; Heb 11:32-34).

				SAMUEL

				Son of Elkanah and Hannah; Ephraimite judge, kingmaker, priest, and prophet. Born in answer to prayer (1Sm 1:1-20); raised at Shiloh by Eli (1:25-28; 2:11); called (3:1-18). Served as military and judicial judge (1Sm 7). Warned people about the nature of a king (8:10-18; 10:25); anointed Saul (10:1); rejected Saul (13:11-14; 15:10-29). Anointed David (16:1-13); protected David from Saul (19:18-24). Death (25:1); appearance to Saul after death (28:3-19).

				SANCTIFICATION

				which results in sRm 6:19,22

				For this is God’s will, your s:1Th 4:3

				SANCTIFY

				S them by the truth;Jn 17:17

				washed, you were s-ied, you were1Co 6:11

				SANCTUARY

				They are to make a s for MeEx 25:8

				Praise God in His s.Ps 150:1

				that you are God’s s1Co 3:16

				Almighty and the Lamb are its s.Rv 21:22

				SAND

				offspring like the s of the sea,Gn 32:12

				who built his house on the s.Mt 7:26

				SANDALS

				Take your s off your feet,Ex 3:5

				Remove the s from your feet,Jos 5:15

				not worthy to take off His s.Mt 3:11

				SARAH

				Wife and half sister of Abraham; originally named Sarai (Gn 11:29-31; 20:12); barren (11:30). Twice passed off as Abraham’s sister (12:10-20; 20). Gave Hagar to Abraham, then sent her away (Gn 16; 21:9-21). Laughed when she heard the promise of a son (18:9-15). Bore Isaac (21:1-7; Heb 11:11). Died; buried at Machpelah (Gn 23; 25:10; 49:31).

				SATAN

				Lord asked S, “Where have youJb 1:7

				Jesus told him, “Go away, S!Mt 4:10

				told Peter, “Get behind Me, S!Mt 16:23

				For S himself is disguised as an2Co 11:14

				S will be released from hisRv 20:7

				SATISFY

				your wages on what does not s?Is 55:2

				SAUL

				1. First King of united Israel. Son of Kish; tall, handsome Benjaminite (1Sm 9:1-2). Met Samuel while looking for donkeys (9:3-27). Anointed privately (10:1); chosen by lot and announced publicly (10:17-24); delivered Jabesh-gilead (11:1-11); confirmed king at Gilgal (11:12-15). Rebuked and rejected (13:8-15; 15:11-30). Attempted to kill David (18:11,17,25; 19:10-17; 23:8,25; 24:2; 26:2); spared by David (1Sm 24; 26). Among the prophets (10:9-13; 19:18-24). Consulted a medium to inquire of Samuel (1Sm 28). Killed by Philistines (1Sm 31).

				2. Paul’s Hebrew name. see PAUL

				SAVE

				and I was s-d from my enemies.Ps 18:3

				and s those stumbling towardPr 24:11

				Turn to Me and be s-d, all the endsIs 45:22

				Jesus, because He will s His peopleMt 1:21

				whoever wants to s his life willMt 16:25

				and is baptized will be s-d,Mk 16:16

				come to seek and to s the lost.Lk 19:10

				world might be s-d through Him.Jn 3:17

				name of the Lord will be s-d.Ac 2:21

				the name of the Lord will be s-d.Rm 10:13

				grace you are s-d through faith,Eph 2:8

				came into the world to s sinners1Tm 1:15

				SAVIOR

				They forgot God their S,Ps 106:21

				and there is no other S but Me.Is 43:11

				a S, who is Messiah the Lord.Lk 2:11

				God, who is the S of everyone,1Tm 4:10

				SAY

				who do you s that I am?Mt 16:15

				SCALE

				Dishonest s-s are detestablePr 11:1

				had a balance s in his hand.Rv 6:5

				SCARLET

				Though your sins are like s,Is 1:18

				Him and dressed Him in a s robe.Mt 27:28

				SCATTERED

				sheep of the flock will be s.Mt 26:31

				SCEPTER

				s will not depart from Judah,Gn 49:10

				SCOFFERS

				s will come in the last days to2Pt 3:3

				SCORPION

				asks for an egg, will give him a s?Lk 11:12

				SCRIBES

				authority, and not like their s.Mt 7:29

				woe to you, s and Pharisees,Mt 23:13

				SCRIPTURE

				Today ... this S has been fulfilled.Lk 4:21

				concerning Himself in all the S-s.Lk 24:27

				You pore over the S-s because youJn 5:39

				and the S cannot be brokenJn 10:35

				All S is inspired by God and is2Tm 3:16

				SEA

				through the s on dry ground,Ex 14:22

				the winds and the s obey Him!Mt 8:27

				was something like a s of glass,Rv 4:6

				SEAL (n)

				Set me as a s on your heart,Sg 8:6

				the scroll and break its s-s?”Rv 5:2

				SEAL (v)

				s the slaves ... on their foreheads.Rv 7:3

				SEARCH

				You have s-ed me and known me.Ps 139:1

				S me, God, and know my heart;Ps 139:23

				Keep s-ing, and you will find.Mt 7:7

				And He who s-es the hearts knowsRm 8:27

				for the Spirit s-es everything,1Co 2:10

				SEASON

				that bears its fruit in sPs 1:3

				days, months, s-s, and years.Gl 4:10

				SEAT (n)

				Make a mercy s of pure gold,Ex 25:17

				love the front s in theLk 11:43

				before the judgment s of Christ,2Co 5:10

				SEATED (v)

				I saw the Lord s on a high andIs 6:1

				SECRET

				He knows the s-s of the heart?Ps 44:21

				Father who sees in s will reward you.Mt 6:4

				things kept s from theMt 13:35

				judges what people have kept s,Rm 2:16

				SECRETLY

				decided to divorce her s.Mt 1:19

				but s because of his fear of theJn 19:38

				SEE

				no one can s Me and live.Ex 33:20

				in heart, because they will s God.Mt 5:8

				No one has ever s-n God.Jn 1:18

				who has s-n Me has s-n the Father.Jn 14:9

				what we have s-n with our eyes,1Jn 1:1

				because we will s Him as He is.1Jn 3:2

				SEED

				like a mustard s that a man tookMt 13:31

				faith the size of a mustard s,Mt 17:20

				not of perishable s but of1Pt 1:23

				SEEK

				when you s Him with all yourDt 4:29

				pray and s My face, and turn2Ch 7:14

				s peace and pursue it.Ps 34:14

				S the Lord while He may be found;Is 55:6

				But s first the kingdom of GodMt 6:33

				come to s and to save the lost.Lk 19:10

				SEEMS

				a way that s right to a man,Pr 14:12; 16:25

				SEIZE

				Then they tried to s Him.Jn 7:30

				SELF-CONTROL

				you because of your lack of s.1Co 7:5

				knowledge with s, s with endurance,2Pt 1:6

				SELF-CONTROLLED

				sensible, righteous, holy, s,Ti 1:8

				SELFISH

				is not s; is not provoked;1Co 13:5

				envy and s ambitionJms 3:14,16

				SELL

				You were sold for nothing, and youIs 52:3

				joy he goes and s-s everythingMt 13:44

				s all you have and give to the poor,Mk 10:21

				one can buy or s unless he hasRv 13:17

				SEND

				I AM has sent me to you.Ex 3:14

				Who should I s? ... Here I am. S me.Is 6:8

				of the harvest to s out workersMt 9:38

				Me welcomes Him who sent Me.Mt 10:40

				has sent Me to proclaim freedomLk 4:18

				the will of Him who sent Me.Jn 5:30; 6:38

				If I go, I will s Him to you.Jn 16:7

				Father has sent Me, I also s you.Jn 20:21

				they preach unless they are sent?Rm 10:15

				He loved us and sent His Son to be1Jn 4:10

				SENSE

				who commits adultery lacks s;Pr 6:32

				SENSIBLE

				who heeds correction is s.Pr 15:5

				were foolish and five were s.Mt 25:2

				SEPARATE (v)

				and a gossip s-s friends.Pr 16:28

				joined together, man must not s.Mt 19:6

				Who can s us from the love ofRm 8:35

				SERPENT

				Now the s was the most cunningGn 3:1

				as shrewd as s-s and as harmlessMt 10:16

				the ancient s, who is calledRv 12:9

				SERVANT

				Speak, for Your s is listening.1Sm 3:10

				Give praise, you s-s of the LordPs 135:1

				This is My S; I strengthen Him,Is 42:1

				See, My s will act wisely;Is 52:13

				Here is My S whom I have chosen,Mt 12:18

				great among you must be your s,Mt 20:26

				Where I am, there My s also will beJn 12:26

				SERVE

				did not come to be s-d, but to s,Mt 20:28

				but s one another through love.Gl 5:13

				SERVICE

				Render s with a good attitude,Eph 6:7

				SET

				S apart for Me Barnabas and SaulAc 13:2

				SEVEN

				will be s weeks and 62 weeks.Dn 9:25

				forgive him? As many as s times?Mt 18:21

				To the s churches in the provinceRv 1:4

				s angels with the s last plagues,Rv 15:1

				SEVENTH

				By the s day, God completed HisGn 2:2

				the s day is a Sabbath to theEx 20:10

				SEVENTY see also 70

				S weeks are decreed about yourDn 9:24

				The S returned with joy, saying,Lk 10:17

				SEW

				so they s-ed fig leaves togetherGn 3:7

				No one s-s a patch of unshrunkMk 2:21

				SHADE

				to provide s over Jonah’sJnh 4:6

				birds of the sky can nest in its s.Mk 4:32

				SHADOW

				Our days on earth are like a s,1Ch 29:15

				hide me in the s of Your wingsPs 17:8

				dwells in the s of the Almighty.Ps 91:1

				least his s might fall on someAc 5:15

				as a copy and s of the heavenlyHeb 8:5

				SHAKE

				established; it cannot be s-n.1Ch 16:30

				of the Lord s-s the wilderness;Ps 29:8

				s the dust off your feet when youMt 10:14

				pressed down, s-n together,Lk 6:38

				where they were assembled was s-n,Ac 4:31

				once more I will s not only theHeb 12:26

				SHALLUM

				1. King of Israel; assassinated Zechariah; was assassinated by Menahem (2Kg 15:10-15).

				2. Alternate name for Jehoahaz (2Kg 23:30-34; Jr 22:11). see JEHOAHAZ

				SHAME

				hope in Me will not be put to s.Is 49:23

				some to s and eternal contempt.Dn 12:2

				on Him will not be put to s.Rm 9:33

				a cross and despised the s,Heb 12:2

				in Him will never be put to s!1Pt 2:6

				SHAMEFUL

				For it is s even to mention whatEph 5:12

				SHAMELESS

				Males committed s acts with malesRm 1:27

				SHAPHAN

				Josiah’s court secretary or scribe (2Kg 22:3-14); his sons were friends of Jeremiah (Jr 26:24; 36:10; 39:14).

				SHARE (v)

				S your master’s joy!Mt 25:21

				two shirts must s with someoneLk 3:11

				SHARP

				There was such a s disagreementAc 15:39

				SHARPENS

				s iron, and one man s another.Pr 27:17

				SHARPER

				and s than any two-edged sword,Heb 4:12

				SHAVED

				If I am s, my strength will leaveJdg 16:17

				for them to get their heads s.Ac 21:24

				SHEARER

				a lamb is silent before its s,Ac 8:32

				SHEAVES

				shouts of joy, carrying his s.Ps 126:6

				SHECHEM

				1. City in the hill country of Ephraim. Simeon and Levi destroyed the city in revenge for the rape of Dinah (Gn 34); Joshua renewed the covenant there (Jos 24:1-28); served as first capital of the northern kingdom (1Kg 12:25).

				2. Son of Hamor; raped Dinah (Gn 34).

				SHED

				Whoever s-s man’s blood, his bloodGn 9:6

				My blood; it is s for you.Lk 22:20

				without the s-ding of blood thereHeb 9:22

				SHEEP

				people, the s of His pasture.Ps 100:3

				We all went astray like s;Is 53:6

				like s without a shepherd.Mt 9:36

				If a man has 100 s, and oneMt 18:12

				separates the s from the goats.Mt 25:32

				He calls his own s by nameJn 10:3

				I lay down My life for the s.Jn 10:15

				“Feed My s,” Jesus said.Jn 21:17

				SHEET

				a large s being lowered toAc 10:11

				SHELTER

				under the s of Your wings.Ps 61:4

				SHEOL

				You will not abandon me to S;Ps 16:10

				make my bed in S, You are there.Ps 139:8

				S and Abaddon lie open beforePr 15:11

				have made an agreement with S;Is 28:15

				S, where is your sting?Hs 13:14

				SHEPHERD (n)

				The Lord is my s; there isPs 23:1

				He protects His flock like a s;Is 40:11

				prophesy against the s-s of Israel.Ezk 34:2

				like sheep without a s.Mt 9:36

				s-s were staying out in the fieldsLk 2:8

				I am the good s. The good s laysJn 10:11

				And when the chief S appears,1Pt 5:4

				SHEPHERD (v)

				You will s My people Israel2Sm 5:2

				s God’s flock among you, not1Pt 5:2

				SHIELD

				

	

He is a s to all who take refuge2Sm 22:31

				Lord is my strength and my s;Ps 28:7

				situation take the s of faith,Eph 6:16

				SHINE

				the Lord make His face s on you,Nm 6:25

				Arise, s, for your light hasIs 60:1

				let your light s before men,Mt 5:16

				and His face shone like the sun.Mt 17:2

				glory of the Lord shone around them,Lk 2:9

				SHIPWRECK

				Three times I was s-ed.2Co 11:25

				suffered the s of their faith.1Tm 1:19

				SHOOT (n)

				a s will grow from the stumpIs 11:1

				SHORT

				Is My hand too s to redeem?Is 50:2

				the crowd, since he was a s man.Lk 19:3

				sinned and fall s of the gloryRm 3:23

				SHOULDERS

				government will be on His s.Is 9:6

				SHOUT (n)

				descend from heaven with a s,1Th 4:16

				SHOUT (v)

				until the time I say, ‘S!’ Then youJos 6:10

				S triumphantly to the Lord,Ps 100:1

				they kept s-ing, “Crucify Him!”Mt 27:23

				SHOW

				because they will be s-n mercy.Mt 5:7

				make long prayers just for s.Mt 23:14

				He s-ed them His hands and feet.Lk 24:40

				s us the Father, and that’s enoughJn 14:8

				And I will s you an even better1Co 12:31

				S me your faith without works,Jms 2:18

				SHOWERS

				s in ... season—s of blessing.Ezk 34:26

				SHREWD

				Therefore be as s as serpentsMt 10:16

				SHUT

				and they have s their eyes;Mt 13:15

				SICK

				need a doctor, but the s do.Mt 9:12

				I was s and you took care of Me;Mt 25:36

				Is anyone among you s?Jms 5:14

				SICKLE

				Swing the s because the harvestJl 3:13

				and a sharp s in His hand.Rv 14:14

				SICKNESS

				He Himself bore our s-es,Is 53:4

				SIDE

				Though a thousand fall at your sPs 91:7

				pierced His s with a spear,Jn 19:34

				SIFT

				has asked to s you like wheat.Lk 22:31

				SIGHT

				The blind receive their s,Lk 7:22

				for we walk by faith, not by s2Co 5:7

				SIGN

				will give you a s: The virginIs 7:14

				demands a s, but no s will be given 
to it except the s of ... Jonah.Mt 12:39

				s of Your coming and of the endMt 24:3

				This will be the s for you:Lk 2:12

				Jesus performed many other s-sJn 20:30

				Jews ask for s-s and the Greeks1Co 1:22

				SILAS

				Early church leader and prophet; also called Silvanus. Brought news from Jerusalem to Antioch (Ac 15:22,32); worked with Paul and Peter in missions and writing letters (15:40-41; 16:19-40; 17:10-15; 18:5; 2Co 1:19; 1Th 1:1; 2Th 1:1; 1Pt 5:12).

				SILENCE (n)

				should learn in s with full1Tm 2:11

				there was s in heaven for aboutRv 8:1

				SILENCE (v)

				that He had s-d the Sadducees,Mt 22:34

				said to the sea, “S! Be still!”Mk 4:39

				SILENT

				When I kept s, my bones becamePs 32:3

				considered wise when he keeps s,Pr 17:28

				and like a sheep s before herIs 53:7

				But Jesus kept s.Mt 26:63

				and as a lamb is s before itsAc 8:32

				women should be s in the1Co 14:34

				SILVER

				like golden apples on a s tray.Pr 25:11

				30 pieces of s for him.Mt 26:15

				SIMEON

				1. Son of Jacob and Leah (Gn 29:33); with Levi, avenged Dinah’s rape by Shechem (34:25-31; 49:5); held as hostage by Joseph (42:24). Tribe with territory within Judah (Jos 19:1-9; Jdg 1:3,17).

				2. Devout Jew who blessed the baby Jesus (Lk 2:25-35).

				3. Jewish variation of Simon (Ac 15:14; 2Pt 1:1). see PETER

				SIMON

				1. Apostle Peter’s original name (Mt 4:18). see PETER

				2. Apostle; called the Zealot (Mt 10:4; Mk 3:18; Lk 6:15; Ac 1:13).

				3. Sorcerer who wanted to buy the power of the Spirit (Ac 8:9-24).

				SIN (n)

				be sure your s will catch up withNm 32:23

				but s is a disgrace to any people.Pr 14:34

				yet He bore the s of manyIs 53:12

				forgive us our s-s, for weLk 11:4

				takes away the s of the world!Jn 1:29

				For the wages of s is death,Rm 6:23

				Christ died for our s-s according to1Co 15:3

				who did not know s to be s for us,2Co 5:21

				way as we are, yet without s.Heb 4:15

				confess our s-s, He is faithful1Jn 1:9

				s is the breaking of law.1Jn 3:4

				SIN (v)

				You—You alone—I have s-nedPs 51:4

				so that I may not s against You.Ps 119:11

				your right eye causes you to s,Mt 5:29

				If your brother s-s, rebuke him,Lk 17:3

				from now on do not s any more.Jn 8:11

				Rabbi, who s-ned, this man orJn 9:2

				For all have s-ned and fall shortRm 3:23

				SINCERE

				for s love of the brothers,1Pt 1:22

				SINFUL

				I was s when my mother conceivedPs 51:5

				into the hands of s men,Lk 24:7

				SING

				I will s to the Lord, for He isEx 15:1

				S praise to God, s praise;Ps 47:6

				S a new song to the LordPs 96:1; 98:1

				After s-ing psalms, they went outMt 26:30

				s-ing and making music to theEph 5:19

				s-ing psalms, hymns, and spiritualCol 3:16

				they sang a new song: You areRv 5:9

				SINGED

				not a hair of their heads was s,Dn 3:27

				SINGERS

				S lead the way, with musiciansPs 68:25

				SINK

				I have sunk in deep mud,Ps 69:2

				And beginning to s he cried out,Mt 14:30

				SINNER

				or take the path of s-s,Ps 1:1

				My son, if s-s entice you, don’tPr 1:10

				friend of tax collectors and s-s!Mt 11:19

				in heaven over one s who repentsLk 15:7

				while we were still s-s Christ diedRm 5:8

				came into the world to save s-s1Tm 1:15

				SISTER

				say you’re my sGn 12:13

				is My brother and s and mother.Mt 12:50

				SIT

				the Lord s-s enthroned forever;Ps 9:7

				S at My right hand until I makePs 110:1

				But to s at My right and left isMt 20:23

				SIX

				are to labor s days and do allEx 20:9

				SKIN

				clothing out of s-s for Adam andGn 3:21

				unclean; he has a s disease.Lv 13:8

				“S for s!” Satan answeredJb 2:4

				Even after my s has been destroyed,Jb 19:26

				a man with a serious s disease cameMt 8:2

				Otherwise, the s-s burst,Mt 9:17

				SKULL

				Golgotha (which means S Place),Mt 27:33

				SKY

				Your faithfulness to the s-ies.Ps 36:5

				good weather because the s is red.Mt 16:2

				the s separated like a scrollRv 6:14

				SLACKER

				Go to the ant, you s!Pr 6:6

				by the field of a s and by thePr 24:30

				SLANDER (n)

				and whoever spreads s is a fool.Pr 10:18

				hypocrisy, envy, and all s.1Pt 2:1

				SLANDER (v)

				who does not s with his tongue,Ps 15:3

				when we are s-ed, we entreat.1Co 4:13

				SLANDERER

				behavior, not s-s, not addictedTi 2:3

				SLAP

				if anyone s-s you on your rightMt 5:39

				SLAUGHTER

				are counted as sheep to be s-ed.Ps 44:22

				Like a lamb led to the sIs 53:7

				was led like a sheep to the s,Ac 8:32

				The Lamb who was s-ed is worthyRv 5:12

				SLAVE

				Remember that you were a s inDt 5:15

				borrower is a s to the lender.Pr 22:7

				No one can be a s of two mastersMt 6:24

				to my s, ‘Do this!’ and he does it.Mt 8:9

				first among you must be your s;Mt 20:27

				Well done, good and faithful s!Mt 25:21

				who commits sin is a s of sin.Jn 8:34

				I do not call you s-s anymore, 
because a s doesn’t know whatJn 15:15

				no Jew or Greek, s or free, maleGl 3:28

				by assuming the form of a s,Php 2:7

				SLAVERY

				out of Egypt, out of the place of s,Ex 13:3

				you did not receive a spirit of sRm 8:15

				SLEEP (n)

				God caused a deep s to come overGn 2:21

				A little s, a little slumber,Pr 6:10; 24:33

				SLEEP (v)

				of Israel does not slumber or s.Ps 121:4

				the girl isn’t dead, but s-ing.Mt 9:24

				disciples and found them s-ing.Mt 26:40

				SLING

				Philistine with a s and a stone.1Sm 17:50

				SLOW

				s to anger and rich in faithfulEx 34:6

				to hear, s to speak, and s to anger,Jms 1:19

				SLUMBER

				your Protector will not s.Ps 121:3

				SMALL

				faithful in a very s matter,Lk 19:17

				SMALLEST

				It’s the s of all the seeds,Mt 13:32

				SMOKE

				Sinai was ... enveloped in sEx 19:18

				the temple was filled with s.Is 6:4

				SMOLDERING (adj)

				will not put out a s wickIs 42:3; Mt 12:20

				SMOOTH

				S lips with an evil heart arePr 26:23

				straight, the rough ways s,Lk 3:5

				SNAKE

				the ground, and it became a s.Ex 4:3

				made a bronze s and mounted itNm 21:9

				In the end it bites like a sPr 23:32

				for a fish, will give him a s?Mt 7:10

				they will pick up s-s;Mk 16:18

				as Moses lifted up the s in theJn 3:14

				SNARE

				their gods, it will be a s for you.Ex 23:33

				the s-s of death confronted me.2Sm 22:6

				will keep your foot from a s.Pr 3:26

				SNATCH

				No one will s them out of MyJn 10:28

				SNOUT

				like a gold ring in a pig’s s.Pr 11:22

				SNOW

				and I will be whiter than s.Ps 51:7

				they will be as white as s;Is 1:18

				and his robe was as white as s.Mt 28:3

				SNUGLY

				she wrapped Him s in cloth andLk 2:7

				SOAR

				will s on wings like eagles;Is 40:31

				SOBER

				but we must stay awake and be s.1Th 5:6

				Be s! Be on the alert!1Pt 5:8

				SODOM

				City on the plain, where Lot settled (Gn 10:19; 13:10; 14:11-12); destroyed along with Gomorrah by God (Gn 18:20; 19:24).

				SOIL

				quickly since the s wasn’t deep.Mt 13:5

				SOLDIERS

				The s also mocked Him.Lk 23:36

				SOLID

				I fed you milk, not s food,1Co 3:2

				But s food is for the matureHeb 5:14

				SOLOMON

				Son of David and Bathsheba; third king of Israel (2Sm 12:24; 1Kg 1:30-40). Asked for wisdom (3:5-15); knew many proverbs and songs (4:32; Pss 72; 127; Pr 1:1; 10:1; 25:1; Sg 1:1); wisdom demonstrated in child dispute (1Kg 3:16-28) and the visit of the Queen of Sheba (10:1-13). Built and dedicated the temple (1Kg 5–8). Accumulated vast wealth (9:26-28; 10:26-29); had many wives and concubines, who influenced him toward idolatry (11:1-8).

				SON see also SON OF DAVID, SON OF GOD, SON OF MAN, SONS OF GOD

				“Take your s,” He said, “your onlyGn 22:2

				and he will be a s to Me.2Sm 7:14

				He said to Me, “You are My S;Ps 2:7

				S-s are indeed a heritage fromPs 127:3

				The virgin will conceive, have a s,Is 7:14

				Out of Egypt I called My S.Mt 2:15

				beloved S. I take delight in Him!Mt 3:17

				This man really was God’s S!Mt 27:54

				called the S of the Most High,Lk 1:32

				you will be s-s of the Most High.Lk 6:35

				He gave His One and Only S,Jn 3:16

				conformed to the image of His S,Rm 8:29

				will be called s-s of the livingRm 9:26

				you will be s-s and daughters2Co 6:18

				slave, but a s; and if a s, then an heirGl 4:7

				He has spoken to us by His S,Heb 1:2

				that addresses you as s-s:Heb 12:5

				loved us and sent His S to be1Jn 4:10

				The one who has the S has life.1Jn 5:12

				SON OF DAVID

				Perhaps this is the S!Mt 12:23

				Hosanna to the S!Mt 21:9

				SON OF GOD

				will be called the S.Lk 1:35

				that He is the S!Jn 1:34

				confesses that Jesus is the S1Jn 4:15

				SON OF MAN

				s that You look after Him?Ps 8:4

				He said to me, “S,Ezk 2:1

				I saw One like a s comingDn 7:13

				S coming in His kingdom.Mt 16:28

				When the S comes in His glory,Mt 25:31

				S seated at the right handMk 14:62

				so the S must be lifted up,Jn 3:14

				S standing at the right hand of God!Ac 7:56

				One like the S was seated onRv 14:14

				SONG

				He put a new s in my mouth,Ps 40:3

				psalms, hymns, and spiritual s-s,Eph 5:19

				the s of the Lamb:Rv 15:3

				SONS OF GOD

				the s saw that the daughters of manGn 6:2

				peacemakers ... will be called s.Mt 5:9

				you are all s through faith in ChristGl 3:26

				SORCERER

				But Elymas, the s, which is howAc 13:8

				SORCERY

				interpret omens, practice s,Dt 18:10

				idolatry, s, hatreds, strife,Gl 5:20

				SORROW

				For with much wisdom is much s;Ec 1:18

				My soul is swallowed up in sMt 26:38

				but your s will turn to joy.Jn 16:20

				SOUL

				all your s, and with all your strength.Dt 6:5

				Lord is perfect, reviving the s;Ps 19:7

				to destroy both s and body in hell.Mt 10:28

				Now My s is troubled.Jn 12:27

				as far as to divide s, spirit, joints,Heb 4:12

				shepherd and guardian of your s-s.1Pt 2:25

				SOUND (n)

				voice like the s of cascading waters.Rv 1:15

				SOUND (v)

				s the alarm on My holy mountain!Jl 2:1

				the trumpet will s, and the dead1Co 15:52

				SOUR

				The fathers have eaten s grapes,Jr 31:29

				SOURCE

				And you killed the s of life,Ac 3:15

				s and perfecter of our faith,Heb 12:2

				SOVEREIGN

				He is the blessed and only S,1Tm 6:15

				SOW (v)

				those who s trouble reap the same.Jb 4:8

				Those who s in tears will reapPs 126:5

				they don’t s or reap or gatherMt 6:26

				a man who s-ed good seedMt 13:24

				One s-s and another reaps.Jn 4:37

				Sown in corruption, raised in1Co 15:42

				person who s-s sparingly will2Co 9:6

				whatever a man s-s he will alsoGl 6:7

				SOWER

				Consider the s who went out toMt 13:3

				SPARE

				He did not even s His own Son,Rm 8:32

				if God didn’t s the angels who2Pt 2:4

				SPARINGLY

				person who sows s will also reap s,2Co 9:6

				SPARROWS

				are worth more than many s.Mt 10:31

				SPEAK

				to be silent and a time to s;Ec 3:7

				began to s in different languages,Ac 2:4

				If I s the languages of men and1Co 13:1

				was a child, I spoke like a child,1Co 13:11

				Holy Spirit, men spoke from God.2Pt 1:21

				SPEAR

				their s-s into pruning knives.Is 2:4; Mc 4:3

				pierced His side with a s,Jn 19:34

				SPECIAL

				has chosen you to be His s peopleDt 14:2

				cleanse for Himself a s people,Ti 2:14

				SPECK

				the s in your brother’s eye,Mt 7:3

				SPECTACLE

				we have become a s to the world1Co 4:9

				SPEECH

				I am slow and hesitant in s.Ex 4:10

				Day after day they pour out s;Ps 19:2

				SPICES

				cloths with the aromatic s,Jn 19:40

				SPIN

				they don’t labor or sMt 6:28; Lk 12:27

				SPIRIT see also HOLY SPIRIT, SPIRIT OF GOD, SPIRIT OF THE LORD

				an evil s from the Lord began1Sm 16:14

				Into Your hand I entrust my s;Ps 31:5

				renew a steadfast s within me.Ps 51:10

				the s returns to God who gaveEc 12:7

				and put a new s within you;Ezk 36:26

				pour out My S on all humanityJl 2:28

				Blessed are the poor in s,Mt 5:3

				I will put My S on Him, and HeMt 12:18

				The s is willing, but the fleshMt 26:41

				into Your hands I entrust My s.Lk 23:46

				God is s, and those who worship 
Him must worship in s and truth.Jn 4:24

				met us who had a s of predictionAc 16:16

				are not in the flesh, but in the S,Rm 8:9

				have the S as the firstfruitsRm 8:23

				different gifts, but the same S.1Co 12:4

				walk by the S and you will notGl 5:16

				There is one body and one S,Eph 4:4

				but be filled with the S:Eph 5:18

				Don’t stifle the S.1Th 5:19

				to divide soul, s, joints, andHeb 4:12

				proclamation to the s-s in prison1Pt 3:19

				not believe every s, but test the s-s1Jn 4:1

				SPIRIT OF GOD

				S was hovering over the surfaceGn 1:2

				He saw the S descending like a doveMt 3:16

				SPIRIT OF THE LORD

				S took control of David from that1Sm 16:13

				S is on Me ... He has appointed MeLk 4:18

				SPIRITISTS

				not turn to mediums or consult s,Lv 19:31

				SPIRITUAL

				this is your s worship.Rm 12:1

				a natural body, raised a s body.1Co 15:44

				blessed us with every s blessingEph 1:3

				SPIT

				Then they s in His face and beatMt 26:67

				He s on the ground, made some mudJn 9:6

				SPLENDOR

				Worship the Lord in the s ofPs 29:2

				SPLIT

				He s the rock, and water gushedIs 48:21

				SPOKESMAN

				He will be your s,Ex 4:16

				SPONGE

				a s full of sour wine on hyssopJn 19:29

				SPOT

				without s or wrinkle or any suchEph 5:27

				in peace without s or blemish2Pt 3:14

				SPRAWL

				ivory, s-ed out on their couches,Am 6:4

				of those who s out will come toAm 6:7

				SPREAD

				s-ing out the sky like a canopy,Ps 104:2

				SPRING (n)

				from the s of living water as a gift.Rv 21:6

				SPRING (v)

				S up, well—sing to it!Nm 21:17

				they sprang up quickly sinceMt 13:5

				well of water s-ing up within himJn 4:14

				SPRINKLE

				will also s clean water on you,Ezk 36:25

				s-ing with the blood of Jesus Christ.1Pt 1:2

				SPY (v)

				in secretly to s on our freedomGl 2:4

				SQUANDERED

				he s his estate in foolish living.Lk 15:13

				STAFF

				threw down his s before PharaohEx 7:10

				rod and Your s—they comfort me.Ps 23:4

				STAND

				where you are s-ing is holy ground.Ex 3:5

				against itself, that house cannot s.Mk 3:25

				into this grace in which we s,Rm 5:2

				thinks he s-s must be careful1Co 10:12

				so that you can s against theEph 6:11

				I s at the door and knock.Rv 3:20

				STAR

				God made ... as well as the s-s.Gn 1:16

				the morning s-s sang togetherJb 38:7

				we saw His s in the eastMt 2:2

				of David, the Bright Morning S.Rv 22:16

				STATURE

				look at his appearance or his s,1Sm 16:7

				Jesus increased in wisdom and s,Lk 2:52

				STAY

				and s awake with Me.Mt 26:38

				STEADFAST

				me and renew a s spirit withinPs 51:10

				STEAL

				Do not s.Ex 20:15

				where thieves break in and s.Mt 6:19

				comes only to s and to kill andJn 10:10

				The thief must no longer s.Eph 4:28

				STEPHEN

				Foremost of the first seven deacons (Ac 6:1-7). First Christian martyr (6:8–7:60); Saul approved of his death (8:1; 22:20); start of persecution and dispersion (11:19).

				STEPS

				but the Lord determines his s.Pr 16:9

				you should follow in His s.1Pt 2:21

				STEWARDSHIP

				I am entrusted with a s.1Co 9:17

				STIFLE

				Don’t s the Spirit.1Th 5:19

				STILL (adj)

				reflect in your heart and be s.Ps 4:4

				Silence! Be s!” The wind ceasedMk 4:39

				STING

				O Death, where is your s?1Co 15:55

				STIR

				but a harsh word s-s up wrath.Pr 15:1

				from time to time and s up the water.Jn 5:4

				STOMACH

				passes into the s and is eliminated?Mt 15:17

				Food for the s and the s for foods,1Co 6:13

				STONE (n)

				s tablets inscribed by ... God.Ex 31:18

				five smooth s-s from the wadi1Sm 17:40

				strike your foot against a s.Ps 91:12

				The s that the builders rejectedPs 118:22

				have laid a s in Zion, a tested s,Is 28:16

				strike your foot against a s.Mt 4:6

				for bread, will give him a s?Mt 7:9

				silent, the s-s would cry out!Lk 19:40

				be the first to throw a s at her.Jn 8:7

				not on s tablets but on tablets2Co 3:3

				to Him, a living s—rejected by1Pt 2:4

				STOREHOUSE

				full 10 percent into the sMal 3:10

				STOREROOM

				brings out of his s what is new andMt 13:52

				STORM

				a violent s arose on the sea,Mt 8:24

				STRAIGHT

				make a s highway for our God inIs 40:3

				Make s the way of the LordJn 1:23

				STRAIN

				You s out a gnat, yet gulp downMt 23:24

				STRANGER

				I was a s and you took Me in;Mt 25:35

				no longer foreigners and s-s,Eph 2:19

				STRAP

				whose sandal s I’m not worthy toJn 1:27

				STRAW

				costly stones, wood, hay, or s,1Co 3:12

				STREAMS (n)

				planted beside s of waterPs 1:3

				its s delight the city of God,Ps 46:4

				s of living water flow fromJn 7:38

				STREET

				Wisdom calls out in the s;Pr 1:20

				on the s corners to be seen by people.Mt 6:5

				s of the city was pure gold,Rv 21:21

				STRENGTH

				The Lord is my s and my song;Ex 15:2

				does not prevail by his own s.1Sm 2:9

				I love You, Lord, my s.Ps 18:1

				The Lord is my s and my shield;Ps 28:7

				God is our refuge and s, a helperPs 46:1

				in the Lord will renew their s;Is 40:31

				Not by s or by might, but by MyZch 4:6

				your mind, and with all your s.Mk 12:30

				STRENGTHEN

				have turned back, s your brothers.Lk 22:32

				be s-ed by the Lord and by HisEph 6:10

				things through Him who s-s me.Php 4:13

				Therefore s your tired handsHeb 12:12

				STRETCHER

				lowered the s on which the paralyticMk 2:4

				STRICKEN

				but we in turn regarded Him s,Is 53:4

				STRIFE

				a house full of feasting with s.Pr 17:1

				sorcery, hatreds, s, jealousy,Gl 5:20

				STRIKE

				s your head, and you will s his heel.Gn 3:15

				you will not s your foot againstPs 91:12

				The sun will not s you by day,Ps 121:6

				S the shepherd, and the sheep willZch 13:7

				you will not s your foot againstMt 4:6

				I will s the shepherd, and theMt 26:31

				STRIPPED

				They s him, beat him up,Lk 10:30

				STRIVING

				Don’t keep s for what youLk 12:29

				STROKE

				or one s of a letter will pass fromMt 5:18

				than for one s of a letter ... to dropLk 16:17

				STRONG

				Be s and courageous;Dt 31:6

				Lord, s and mighty, the Lord,Ps 24:8

				The name of the Lord is a s tower;Pr 18:10

				The boy grew up and became s,Lk 2:40

				Now we who are s have anRm 15:1

				For when I am weak, then I am s.2Co 12:10

				STRONGER

				God’s weakness is s than human1Co 1:25

				STRONGHOLD

				the God of Jacob is our s.Ps 46:7,11

				way of the Lord is a s for thePr 10:29

				for the demolition of s-s.2Co 10:4

				STUBBORN

				a s and rebellious generation,Ps 78:8

				STUDY

				and much s wearies the body.Ec 12:12

				Too much s is driving you mad!Ac 26:24

				STUMBLE

				nothing makes them s.Ps 119:165

				be a stone to s over and a rockIs 8:14

				They s-d over the s-ing stone.Rm 9:32

				We give no opportunity for s-ing2Co 6:3

				for we all s in many ways.Jms 3:2

				who is able to protect you from s-ingJd 24

				STUMBLING BLOCK

				but instead decide not to put a sRm 14:13

				Christ crucified, a s to the Jews1Co 1:23

				this right ... in no way becomes a s1Co 8:9

				STUMP

				shoot will grow from the s of Jesse,Is 11:1

				STUPID

				one who hates correction is s.Pr 12:1

				SUBDUE

				fill the earth, and s it.Gn 1:28

				SUBJECT

				the creation was s-ed to futilityRm 8:20

				And when everything is s to Him,1Co 15:28

				SUBMISSION

				learn in silence with full s.1Tm 2:11

				SUBMISSIVE

				Wives, be s to your husbands, asCol 3:18

				Remind them to be s to rulersTi 3:1

				SUBMIT

				He s-ted Himself to death,Is 53:12

				s to the governing authorities,Rm 13:1

				Wives, s to your own husbandsEph 5:22

				Therefore, s to God. But resistJms 4:7

				S to every human institution1Pt 2:13

				SUCCESS

				He stores up s for the upright;Pr 2:7

				SUE

				one who wants to s you and takeMt 5:40

				SUEZ

				Lord will divide the Gulf of S.Is 11:15

				SUFFER

				Son of Man must s many things,Mk 8:31

				Messiah would s and rise fromLk 24:46

				we s with Him so that we also mayRm 8:17

				one member s-s, all ... s with it;1Co 12:26

				Christ also s-ed for you,1Pt 2:21

				it is better to s for doing good,1Pt 3:17

				Christ also s-ed for sins once1Pt 3:18

				SUFFERING (n)

				man of s who knew what sicknessIs 53:3

				the s-s of this present time are notRm 8:18

				the fellowship of His s-s,Php 3:10

				SUFFICIENT

				My grace is s for you,2Co 12:9

				SUMMER

				it prepares its provisions in s;Pr 6:8

				leaves, you know that s is near.Mt 24:32

				SUN

				And the s stood stillJos 10:13

				the Lord God is a s and shield.Ps 84:11

				there is nothing new under the s.Ec 1:9

				the s of righteousness will riseMal 4:2

				For He causes His s to rise onMt 5:45

				The s will be darkened,Mt 24:29

				Don’t let the s go down on yourEph 4:26

				His face was shining like the sRv 1:16

				not need the s or the moon toRv 21:23

				SUNLIGHT

				will not need lamplight or s,Rv 22:5

				SUNRISE

				they went to the tomb at s.Mk 16:2

				SUPERIOR

				He inherited is s to theirs.Heb 1:4

				inferior is blessed by the s.Heb 7:7

				SUPPER

				took the cup after s and said,Lk 22:20

				cup, after s, and said, “This1Co 11:25

				SUPPLY (v)

				And my God will s all your needsPhp 4:19

				SUPPORT

				but the Lord was my s.2Sm 22:19

				SUPPRESS

				unrighteousness s the truth,Rm 1:18

				SURE

				be s your sin will catch up withNm 32:23

				cornerstone, a s foundation;Is 28:16

				SURELY

				to say to Him, “S not I, Lord?”Mt 26:22

				SURPASS

				capable, but you s them all!Pr 31:29

				unless your righteousness s-esMt 5:20

				love that s-es knowledge,Eph 3:19

				view of the s-ing value of knowingPhp 3:8

				peace of God, which s-es everyPhp 4:7

				SURROUND

				Many bulls s me;Ps 22:12

				large cloud of witnesses s-ing us,Heb 12:1

				SURVIVE

				were limited, no one would s.Mt 24:22

				built s-s, he will receive a reward.1Co 3:14

				SURVIVORS

				of Hosts had not left us a few s,Is 1:9

				SUSTAIN

				wake again because the Lord s-s me.Ps 3:5

				not s the root, but the root s-s you.Rm 11:18

				and He s-s all things by HisHeb 1:3

				SWALLOWED (v)

				has been s up in victory.1Co 15:54

				SWEAR

				By Myself I have sworn, saysGn 22:16

				Lord swore an oath to David,Ps 132:11

				Neither should you s by your head,Mt 5:36

				swore in My anger, “They will notHeb 3:11

				Lord has sworn, and He will notHeb 7:21

				brothers, do not s, either byJms 5:12

				SWEAT

				eat bread by the s of your browGn 3:19

				His s became like drops of bloodLk 22:44

				SWEEP

				vacant, swept, and put in order.Mt 12:44

				not light a lamp, s the house,Lk 15:8

				SWEET

				How s Your word is to my tastePs 119:103

				Stolen water is s,Pr 9:17

				it was as s as honey in my mouth.Ezk 3:3

				Does a spring pour out s and bitterJms 3:11

				SWIFT

				that the race is not to the s,Ec 9:11

				Their feet are s to shed blood;Rm 3:15

				SWORD

				flaming, whirling s to guard theGn 3:24

				Nations will not take up the s againstIs 2:4

				come to bring peace, but a s.Mt 10:34

				who take up a s will perish by a s.Mt 26:52

				a s will pierce your own soulLk 2:35

				and the s of the Spirit,Eph 6:17

				sharper than any two-edged s,Heb 4:12

				mouth came a sharp two-edged s;Rv 1:16

				SYCAMORE

				he climbed up a s tree to seeLk 19:4

				SYMBOL

				should have a s of authority1Co 11:10

				SYMPATHIZE

				a high priest who is unable to sHeb 4:15

				SYNAGOGUE

				teaching in their s-s, preachingMt 4:23

				He entered the s on the SabbathLk 4:16

				They will ban you from the s-s.Jn 16:2

				reasoned in the s every SabbathAc 18:4

				but are a s of Satan.Rv 2:9

				

				TABERNACLE

				the design of the tEx 25:9

				glory of the Lord filled the t.Ex 40:34

				I will make three t-s here:Mt 17:4

				Jewish Festival of T-s was near,Jn 7:2

				more perfect t not made withHeb 9:11

				TABLE

				construct a t of acacia wood,Ex 25:23

				You prepare a t before me in thePs 23:5

				overturned the money changers’ t-sMt 21:12

				TABLETS

				that I may give you the stone tEx 24:12

				not on stone t but on t2Co 3:3

				TAKE

				t up My yoke and learn from Me,Mt 11:29

				deny himself, t up his cross,Mt 16:24

				T and eat it; this is My body.Mt 26:26

				who t-s away the sin of the world!Jn 1:29

				they’ve taken away my Lord,Jn 20:13

				t up the full armor of God,Eph 6:13

				TALENTS

				To one he gave five t;Mt 25:15

				TALK (v)

				T about them when you sit inDt 6:7

				TALL

				He was nine feet, nine inches t1Sm 17:4

				TAMAR

				1. Judah’s daughter-in-law; widow of Er and Onan; mother of Judah’s sons (Gn 38).

				2. Daughter of David; raped by Amnon; avenged by Absalom (2Sm 13).

				TAMBOURINE

				Praise Him with t and dance;Ps 150:4

				TARSHISH

				Distant Mediterranean port city known for sea trade (1Kg 10:22; 22:48; Ps 48:7; 72:10; Is 2:16; 23:1,6,10,14; 66:19; Jr 10:9; Ezk 27:12,25; 38:13); Jonah fled toward it (Jnh 1:3).

				TASTE (v)

				T and see that the Lord is good.Ps 34:8

				who will not t death until theyMt 16:28

				handle, don’t t, don’t touch”?Col 2:21

				grace He might t death forHeb 2:9

				who t-d the heavenly gift,Heb 6:4

				since you have t-d that the Lord1Pt 2:3

				TAUNTING (v)

				crucified with Him kept t Him.Mt 27:44

				TAX COLLECTOR

				Don’t even the t-s do the same?Mt 5:46

				a friend of t-s and sinners!Mt 11:19

				T-s and prostitutes are enteringMt 21:31

				one a Pharisee and the other a t.Lk 18:10

				TAXES (n) see also TAX COLLECTOR

				lawful to pay t to Caesar or not?Mt 22:17

				t to those you owe t,Rm 13:7

				TEACH

				T them to your childrenDt 4:9; 11:19

				t me Your paths.Ps 25:4

				T a youth about the way hePr 22:6

				t-ing them to observe everythingMt 28:20

				t-ing them as one having authority.Mk 1:22

				He taught them many things inMk 4:2

				t us to pray, just as John also taughtLk 11:1

				Holy Spirit ... will t you all thingsJn 14:26

				allow a woman to t or to have1Tm 2:12

				will be able to t others also.2Tm 2:2

				correctly t-ing the word of truth.2Tm 2:15

				you don’t need anyone to t you.1Jn 2:27

				TEACHER

				A disciple is not above his t,Mt 10:24

				if I, your Lord and T, have washedJn 13:14

				some pastors and t-s,Eph 4:11

				TEACHING (n)

				were astonished at His t,Mt 7:28; 22:33

				and is profitable for t,2Tm 3:16

				TEAR (n)

				My t-s have been my food day andPs 42:3

				Put my t-s in Your bottle.Ps 56:8

				Those who sow in t-s will reapPs 126:5

				to wash His feet with her t-s.Lk 7:38

				away every t from their eyesRv 7:17; 21:4

				TEAR (v)

				T your hearts, not just yourJl 2:13

				high priest tore his robes andMt 26:65

				TELL

				t about all His wonderful works!Ps 105:2

				TEMPERED

				not quick t, not addicted to wine,Ti 1:7

				TEMPLE

				The Lord is in His holy t;Ps 11:4

				But the Lord is in His holy t;Hab 2:20

				something greater than the t is here!Mt 12:6

				they found Him in the t complexLk 2:46

				TEMPORARY

				what is seen is t, but what is2Co 4:18

				TEMPT

				wilderness to be t-ed by the Devil.Mt 4:1

				allow you to be t-ed beyond what1Co 10:13

				and He Himself doesn’t t anyone.Jms 1:13

				TEMPTATION

				And do not bring us into t,Mt 6:13

				No t has overtaken you except1Co 10:13

				TEMPTER

				Then the t approached Him andMt 4:3

				TEN see also 10

				covenant—the T Commandments.Ex 34:28

				TENDERLY

				Speak t to Jerusalem, andIs 40:2

				TENT

				live in Your t forever andPs 61:4

				our earthly house, a t, is destroyed,2Co 5:1

				TENTH

				give to You a t of all that You giveGn 28:22

				You pay a t of mint, dill, andMt 23:23

				I give a t of everything I get.Lk 18:12

				TERRIFY

				around them, and they were t-ied.Lk 2:9

				It is a t-ing thing to fall intoHeb 10:31

				TERROR

				not fear the t of the night,Ps 91:5

				are not a t to good conductRm 13:3

				TEST

				God t-ed AbrahamGn 22:1

				Do not t the Lord your GodDt 6:16

				t me and know my concerns.Ps 139:23

				stone in Zion, a t-ed stone,Is 28:16

				T Me in this way,” says the LordMal 3:10

				Do not t the Lord your God.Mt 4:7

				He asked this to t him, for He knewJn 6:6

				did you agree to t the SpiritAc 5:9

				t all things. Hold on to what1Th 5:21

				who has been t-ed in every wayHeb 4:15

				but t the spirits to determine1Jn 4:1

				TESTER

				but the Lord is a t of hearts.Pr 17:3

				TESTIFY

				is Another who t-ies about Me,Jn 5:32

				the Spirit ... He will t about Me.Jn 15:26

				TESTIMONY

				Do not give false t against yourEx 20:16

				based on the t of one witness.Nm 35:30

				the t of the Lord is trustworthy,Ps 19:7

				looking for false t against JesusMt 26:59

				We know that his t is true.Jn 21:24

				THANKS

				Give t to the Lord;1Ch 16:8,34

				Give t to the Lord, for He is good.Ps 136:1

				and after giving t, He gave itMt 26:27

				Give t in everything, for this1Th 5:18

				THANKSGIVING

				Let us enter His presence with t;Ps 95:2

				Enter His gates with t andPs 100:4

				through prayer and petition with t,Php 4:6

				THIEF

				and where t-ves break in and steal.Mt 6:19

				you are making it a den of t-ves!Mt 21:13

				what time the t was coming,Mt 24:43

				come just like a t in the night.1Th 5:2

				Look, I am coming like a t.Rv 16:15

				THING

				with God all t-s are possible.Mt 19:26

				kept all these t-s in her heart.Lk 2:51

				But one t I do: forgettingPhp 3:13

				any praise—dwell on these t-s.Php 4:8

				THINK see also THOUGHT (n)

				son of man, that You t of him?Ps 144:3

				not to t of himself more highly thanRm 12:3

				a child, I thought like a child,1Co 13:11

				THIRD

				killed, and be raised the t day.Mt 16:21

				THIRST (v)

				I t for God, the living God.Ps 42:2

				who hunger and t for righteousness,Mt 5:6

				no longer will they t;Rv 7:16

				THIRSTY

				everyone who is t, come to theIs 55:1

				was t and you gave Me somethingMt 25:35

				this water will get t again.Jn 4:13

				in Me will ever be t again.Jn 6:35

				If anyone is t, he should comeJn 7:37

				THISTLES

				produce thorns and t for you,Gn 3:18

				THOMAS

				Apostle; sought evidence of resurrection; made confession of faith (Jn 20:24-29).

				THORN

				It will produce t-s and thistlesGn 3:18

				fell among t-s, and the t-s came upMt 13:7

				twisted together a crown of t-s,Mt 27:29

				t in the flesh was given to me,2Co 12:7

				THOUGHT (n)

				The Lord knows man’s t-s;Ps 94:11

				My t-s are not your t-s,Is 55:8

				But perceiving their t-s, Jesus said,Mt 9:4

				taking every t captive to the2Co 10:5

				THOUSAND see also 1,000

				his t-s, but David his tens of t-s.1Sm 18:7

				the cattle on a t hills.Ps 50:10

				in Your sight a t years are likePs 90:4

				THREATEN

				when suffering, He did not t,1Pt 2:23

				THREE

				cord of t strands is not easilyEc 4:12

				For where two or t are gatheredMt 18:20

				you will deny Me t times!Mt 26:34

				killed, and rise after t days.Mk 8:31

				Now these t remain: faith, hope,1Co 13:13

				For there are t that testify:1Jn 5:7

				THRESHING

				muzzle an ox that is t grain,1Tm 5:18

				THRESHING FLOOR

				David bought the t2Sm 24:24

				THROAT

				their t is an open grave;Ps 5:9

				Their t is an open grave;Rm 3:13

				THRONE

				will establish the t of his kingdom2Sm 7:13

				Your t, God, is forever and ever;Ps 45:6

				seated on a high and lofty t,Is 6:1

				will also sit on 12 t-s, judgingMt 19:28

				let us approach the t of grace withHeb 4:16

				cast their crowns before the t,Rv 4:10

				great white t and One seated on it.Rv 20:11

				THROW

				He has t-n the horse and its riderEx 15:1

				should be the first to t a stone at her.Jn 8:7

				THUNDERCLOUD

				I answered you from the t.Ps 81:7

				TIME

				for such a t as this.Est 4:14

				a t for every activity under heaven:Ec 3:1

				for a t, t-s, and half a t.Dn 7:25; 12:7

				Teacher says: My t is near;Mt 26:18

				you will deny Me three t-s!Mt 26:34

				My t has not yet arrived,Jn 7:6

				making the most of the t.Col 4:5

				she was fed for a t, t-s, and half a t.Rv 12:14

				TIMOTHY

				Companion of Paul (Ac 16–20; Rm 16:21; 2Co 1:1; 1Th 1:1; 2Th 1:1; Php 1:1; Phm 1). Sent by Paul to Corinth (1Co 4:17); to Philippi (Php 2:19); to Thessalonica (1Th 3:2). Pastored Ephesian church (1Tm 1:3). Received two letters from Paul (1Tm 1:2; 2Tm 1:2) and a plea to come (4:9).

				TITUS

				Gentile coworker with Paul (2Co 8:23; Gl 2:1-3). Sent to Corinth (2Co 7:13-15; 8:16-17); in charge of church in Crete (Ti 1:5); went to Dalmatia (2Tm 4:10).

				TODAY

				T, if you hear His voice:Ps 95:7

				Give us t our daily bread.Mt 6:11

				T you will be with Me in paradise.Lk 23:43

				while it is still called t,Heb 3:13

				T, if you hear His voice, do notHeb 3:15

				same yesterday, t, and forever.Heb 13:8

				TOLERABLE

				It will be more t on the day ofMt 10:15

				TOLERATE

				they will not t sound doctrine,2Tm 4:3

				and that you cannot t evil.Rv 2:2

				TOMB

				You are like whitewashed t-s,Mt 23:27

				stone rolled away from the t.Lk 24:2

				already been in the t four days.Jn 11:17

				TOMORROW

				Don’t boast about t, for you don’tPr 27:1

				Let us eat and drink, for t we die!Is 22:13

				Therefore don’t worry about t,Mt 6:34

				TONGUE

				Before a word is on my t, YouPs 139:4

				death are in the power of the t,Pr 18:21

				every t will swear allegiance.Is 45:23

				And t-s, like flames of fire thatAc 2:3

				and every t should confess thatPhp 2:11

				but no man can tame the t.Jms 3:8

				TOOTH

				for eye, t for t,Ex 21:24; Lv 24:20; Dt 19:21

				for an eye and a t for a t.Mt 5:38

				weeping and gnashing of teeth.Mt 8:12

				TOP

				split in two from t to bottom;Mt 27:51

				TORMENTED (v)

				those t by unclean spiritsLk 6:18

				they will be t day and nightRv 20:10

				TORRENT

				the t would have swept over us;Ps 124:4

				TOSS

				tear it, but t for it, to seeJn 19:24

				driven and t-ed by the wind.Jms 1:6

				TOUCH

				You must not eat it or t it,Gn 3:3

				t-ed my mouth with it and said:Is 6:7

				If I can just t His robe,Mt 9:21

				to Him so He might t them,Mk 10:13

				T Me and see, because a ghostLk 24:39

				and have t-ed with our hands,1Jn 1:1

				TOWEL

				took a t, and tied it around Himself.Jn 13:4

				TOWER

				a t with its top in the sky.Gn 11:4

				name of the Lord is a strong t;Pr 18:10

				TOWN

				and from the t of Bethlehem,Jn 7:42

				TRADERS

				When Midianite t passed by,Gn 37:28

				TRADITION

				You revoke God’s word by your tMk 7:13

				empty deceit based on human t,Col 2:8

				TRAGEDY

				a sickening tEc 5:13,16; 6:1

				TRAIN

				who t-s my hands for battle andPs 144:1

				will never again t for war.Is 2:4; Mc 4:3

				TRAINING

				them up in the t and instructionEph 6:4

				correcting, for t in righteousness,2Tm 3:16

				TRAITOR

				Judas Iscariot, who became a t.Lk 6:16

				TRAMPLE

				pearls before pigs, or they will t themMt 7:6

				Jerusalem will be t-d by theLk 21:24

				who has t-d on the Son of God,Heb 10:29

				TRAMPLING (n)

				you—this t of My courts?Is 1:12

				TRANSFORM

				He was t-ed in front of them,Mt 17:2

				be t-ed by the renewing of yourRm 12:2

				are being t-ed into the same image2Co 3:18

				He will t the body of our humblePhp 3:21

				TRANSGRESSION

				is the one whose t is forgiven,Ps 32:1

				has He removed our t-s from us.Ps 103:12

				was pierced because of our t-s,Is 53:5

				where there is no law, there is no t.Rm 4:15

				TRANSLATE

				law ... t-ing and giving the meaningNeh 8:8

				Immanuel ... t-d “God is with us.”Mt 1:23

				TRAP

				their gods will be a t to you.Jdg 2:3

				to t Him by what He said.Mt 22:15

				into disgrace and the Devil’s t.1Tm 3:7

				TREACHEROUS

				looking for a t way to arrest and killMk 14:1

				TREADS

				your foot t will be yours.Dt 11:24

				an ox while it t out grain.Dt 25:4

				an ox while it t out the grain.1Co 9:9

				TREASURE (n)

				For where your t is, there yourMt 6:21

				and you will have t in heaven.Mt 19:21

				Now we have this t in clay jars,2Co 4:7

				Him all the t-s of wisdom andCol 2:3

				TREASURE (v)

				I have t-d Your word in my heartPs 119:11

				But Mary was t-ing up all theseLk 2:19

				TREATY

				Make no t with themDt 7:2

				TREE see also TREE OF LIFE

				the t of the knowledge of good andGn 2:9

				hung {on a t} is under God’s curse.Dt 21:23

				He is like a t planted besidePs 1:3

				all the t-s of the field will clapIs 55:12

				every t that doesn’t produce goodMt 3:10

				At once the fig t withered.Mt 21:19

				Cursed is everyone ... hung on a t.Gl 3:13

				our sins in His body on the t,1Pt 2:24

				TREE OF LIFE

				the t in the midst of the garden,Gn 2:9

				She is a t to those who embrace her,Pr 3:18

				victor the right to eat from the t,Rv 2:7

				will take away his share of the tRv 22:19

				TREMBLE

				t before Him, all the earth.1Ch 16:30

				TREMBLING (n)

				your own salvation with fear and t.Php 2:12

				TRESPASS

				by the one man’s t the many died,Rm 5:15

				not counting their t-es against2Co 5:19

				you were dead in your t-es and sinsEph 2:1

				TRIALS

				you experience various t,Jms 1:2

				TRIBE

				These are the t-s of Israel, 12Gn 49:28

				He chose instead the t of Judah,Ps 78:68

				judging the 12 t-s of Israel.Mt 19:28

				from every t and language and peopleRv 5:9

				TRIBULATION

				that time there will be great t,Mt 24:21

				ones coming out of the great t.Rv 7:14

				TRIP

				over and a rock to t over,Is 8:14

				a rock to t over, yet the one whoRm 9:33

				and a rock that t-s them up.1Pt 2:8

				TRIUMPH

				When the righteous t, there is greatPr 28:12

				He t-ed over them by Him.Col 2:15

				Mercy t-s over judgment.Jms 2:13

				TRIVIAL

				sin of Jeroboam ... were a t matter1Kg 16:31

				TROPHIMUS

				and Tychicus and T from Asia.Ac 20:4

				previously seen T the EphesianAc 21:29

				T I left sick at Miletus.2Tm 4:20

				TROUBLE (n)

				mankind is born for t as surely asJb 5:7

				is always found in times of t.Ps 46:1

				Each day has enough t of its own.Mt 6:34

				TROUBLE (v)

				Your heart must not be t-d.Jn 14:1

				TROUGH

				and laid Him in a feeding tLk 2:7

				TRUE

				The t light, who gives light toJn 1:9

				You, the only t God, and the OneJn 17:3

				His testimony is tJn 19:35; 21:24

				God must be t, but everyone is aRm 3:4

				whatever is t, whatever isPhp 4:8

				these words are faithful and t.Rv 21:5; 22:6

				TRULY

				T You are the Son of God!Mt 14:33

				TRUMPET

				priests carry seven ram’s-horn t-sJos 6:4

				Praise Him with t blast;Ps 150:3

				give ... don’t sound a t before you,Mt 6:2

				at the last t. For the t will sound,1Co 15:52

				seven t-s were given to them.Rv 8:2

				TRUST (n)

				put His t in God; let God rescueMt 27:43

				TRUST (v)

				When I am afraid, I will t in You.Ps 56:3

				T in the Lord with all yourPr 3:5

				those who t in the Lord will renewIs 40:31

				Again, I will t in Him.Heb 2:13

				TRUSTWORTHY

				The wounds of a friend are t,Pr 27:6

				This saying is t1Tm 1:15; 3:1; 4:9

				TRUTH

				The entirety of Your word is t,Ps 119:160

				grace and t came through JesusJn 1:17

				worship the Father in spirit and t.Jn 4:23

				the t, and the t will set you free.Jn 8:32

				am the way, the t, and the life.Jn 14:6

				But speaking the t in love,Eph 4:15

				and the t is not in us.1Jn 1:8

				TUNIC

				took the t, which was seamless,Jn 19:23

				TURMOIL

				Why this t within me?Ps 42:5,11; 43:5

				TURN

				All have t-ed away; all alike havePs 14:3

				A gentle answer t-s away anger,Pr 15:1

				we all have t-ed to our own way;Is 53:6

				should t from his way and live.Ezk 33:11

				And he will t the hearts of fathersMal 4:6

				right cheek, t the other to himMt 5:39

				to t the hearts of fathers toLk 1:17

				have t-ed away, together theyRm 3:12

				that whoever t-s a sinner fromJms 5:20

				TURTLEDOVES

				may take two t or two youngLv 12:8

				pair of t or two young pigeonsLk 2:24

				TWELVE see also 12

				He appointed the T:Mk 3:16

				TWINKLING

				in a moment, in the t of an eye,1Co 15:52

				TWINS

				were indeed t in her womb.Gn 25:24

				TWIST

				They t my words all day long;Ps 56:5

				and unstable t them to their own2Pt 3:16

				TWO

				T are better than one becauseEc 4:9

				No one can be a slave of t masters,Mt 6:24

				where t or three are gatheredMt 18:20

				TWO-EDGED

				and sharper than any t sword,Heb 4:12

				His mouth came a sharp t sword;Rv 1:16

				UNAPPROACHABLE

				dwelling in u light, whom none1Tm 6:16

				UNAUTHORIZED

				and presented u fire before theLv 10:1

				UNBELIEF

				And He was amazed at their u.Mk 6:6

				I do believe! Help my u.Mk 9:24

				He rebuked their u and hardnessMk 16:14

				they were broken off by u,Rm 11:20

				UNBELIEVER

				assign him a place with the u-s.Lk 12:46

				But if the u leaves, let him leave.1Co 7:15

				not to believers but to u-s.1Co 14:22

				Do not be mismatched with u-s.2Co 6:14

				UNBELIEVING (adj)

				You u and rebellious generation!Mt 17:17

				If any brother has an u wife,1Co 7:12

				UNCIRCUMCISED

				house of Israel is u in heart.Jr 9:26

				A man who is physically u,Rm 2:27

				UNCIRCUMCISION

				matter and u does not matter,1Co 7:19

				circumcision and u, barbarian,Col 3:11

				UNCLEAN

				if someone touches anything uLv 5:2

				I am a man of u lips and live amongIs 6:5

				gave them authority over u spirits,Mt 10:1

				I have never eaten anything ... u!Ac 10:14

				am persuaded ... that nothing is uRm 14:14

				UNCLOTHED

				do not want to be u but clothed,2Co 5:4

				UNCOVER (v)

				go in and u his feet, and lie down.Ru 3:4

				UNCOVERED (adj)

				with her head u dishonors her1Co 11:5

				UNDEFILED

				and the marriage bed kept u,Heb 13:4

				UNDER

				no other name u heaven given toAc 4:12

				you are not u law but u grace.Rm 6:14

				UNDERNEATH

				and u are the everlasting arms.Dt 33:27

				UNDERSTAND

				then you will u the fear of the LordPr 2:5

				Keep listening, but do not u;Is 6:9

				u with their hearts and turn backMt 13:15

				Then He opened their minds to uLk 24:45

				but u what the Lord’s will is.Eph 5:17

				some matters that are hard to u.2Pt 3:16

				UNDERSTANDING (n)

				and do not rely on your own u;Pr 3:5

				UNFADING

				receive the u crown of glory.1Pt 5:4

				UNFRUITFUL

				but my understanding is u.1Co 14:14

				UNGODLY

				moment, Christ died for the u.Rm 5:6

				UNINFORMED

				We do not want you to be u,1Th 4:13

				UNITY

				until we all reach u in the faithEph 4:13

				love—the perfect bond of u.Col 3:14

				UNJUST

				one who hates u gain prolongsPr 28:16

				For God is not u; He will notHeb 6:10

				UNKNOWN

				TO AN U GODAc 17:23

				UNLEAVENED

				observe the Festival of U BreadEx 12:17

				On the first day of U BreadMt 26:17

				UNMARRIED

				I say to the u and to widows:1Co 7:8

				UNNATURAL

				intercourse for what is u.Rm 1:26

				UNPUNISHED

				that the wicked will not go u,Pr 11:21

				UNQUENCHABLE

				and go to hell—the u fire,Mk 9:43

				UNRIGHTEOUS

				rain on the righteous and the u.Mt 5:45

				whoever is u in very little is alsoLk 16:10

				the righteous for the u,1Pt 3:18

				UNRIGHTEOUSNESS

				and there is no u in Him.Ps 92:15

				and to cleanse us from all u.1Jn 1:9

				UNSEARCHABLE

				How u His judgments andRm 11:33

				UNSHRUNK

				an old garment with u cloth,Mt 9:16

				UNSTABLE

				indecisive man is u in all his ways.Jms 1:8

				looking for sin, seducing u people,2Pt 2:14

				UNWORTHY

				cup of the Lord in an u way1Co 11:27

				u to be called an apostle,1Co 15:9

				UPSTAIRS

				He will show you a large room u,Mk 14:15

				UR

				City in lower Mesopotamia; birthplace of Abraham (Gn 11:28,31; 15:7; Neh 9:7).

				URIAH

				Hittite; husband of Bathsheba. One of David’s warriors (2Sm 23:39); David arranged his death (2Sm 11).

				URIM

				Place the U and Thummim in theEx 28:30

				USEFUL

				but now he is u to both you andPhm 11

				USELESS

				together they have become u;Rm 3:12

				that faith without works is u?Jms 2:20

				UZZIAH

				Son of Amaziah; king of Judah; also known as Azariah (2Kg 15:1-7). Made king by popular acclaim (2Ch 26:1); expanded and fortified Judah (26:6-15); struck with skin disease when he attempted to serve as priest (26:16-21).
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				its builders labor over it in v;Ps 127:1

				They worship Me in v,Mt 15:9

				I didn’t run in v or labor forPhp 2:16

				VALLEY

				when I go through the darkest v,Ps 23:4

				Every v will be lifted up,Is 40:4

				multitudes in the v of decision!Jl 3:14

				Every v will be filled, and everyLk 3:5

				VALUE

				despised, and we didn’t v Him.Is 53:3

				the surpassing v of knowingPhp 3:8

				VANISH

				the heavens will v like smoke,Is 51:6

				VEGETABLES

				Let us be given v to eat andDn 1:12

				one who is weak eats only v.Rm 14:2

				VEIL

				old covenant, the same v remains;2Co 3:14

				VENGEANCE

				V belongs to Me; I will repay.Dt 32:35

				For the Lord has a day of v,Is 34:8

				who has said, V belongs to Me,Heb 10:30

				VESSEL

				possess his own v in1Th 4:4

				VICTORIOUS

				are more than v through Him whoRm 8:37

				VICTORY

				has been swallowed up in v.1Co 15:54

				gives us the v through our Lord1Co 15:57

				VINDICATED

				wisdom is v by all her children.Lk 7:35

				VINE
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				VINEGAR

				thirst they gave me v to drink.Ps 69:21

				VINEYARD
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				and My Father is the v keeper.Jn 15:1
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				although He had done no vIs 53:9

				VIPERS

				he said to them, “Brood of v!Mt 3:7

				Snakes! Brood of v! How canMt 23:33

				VIRGIN
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				the v will become pregnant andMt 1:23
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				The v-’s name was Mary.Lk 1:27

				VISIBLE

				man sees what is v, but the Lord1Sm 16:7

				made from things that are not v.Heb 11:3

				VISIONS

				and your young men will see v.Jl 2:28

				your young men will see v,Ac 2:17

				VISITED

				was in prison and you v Me.Mt 25:36

				God has v His people.Lk 7:16

				VIVIDLY

				Jesus Christ was v portrayed asGl 3:1

				VOICE

				after the fire there was a v, a soft1Kg 19:12

				Today, if you hear His v:Ps 95:7

				A v of one crying out:Is 40:3

				And there came a v from heaven:Mt 3:17

				and the sheep hear his v.Jn 10:3

				Then a v came from heaven:Jn 12:28

				Today, if you hear His v,Heb 3:7,15; 4:7

				If anyone hears My v and opensRv 3:20

				VOMIT (n)

				As a dog returns to its v,Pr 26:11

				A dog returns to its own v,2Pt 2:22

				VOW (n)

				Jephthah made this v to the Lord:Jdg 11:30

				VOW (v)

				Fulfill what you v.Ec 5:4

				WAGES (n)

				For the w of sin is death,Rm 6:23

				WAIST

				a leather belt around his w,Mt 3:4

				WAIT

				W for the Lord; be courageousPs 27:14

				we eagerly w for it with patience.Rm 8:25

				to w for His Son from heaven,1Th 1:10

				WALK (v)

				they will w and not faint.Is 40:31

				saw Him w-ing on the sea,Mt 14:26

				pick up your bedroll and w!Jn 5:8

				we too may w in a new way of life.Rm 6:4

				we w by faith, not by sight2Co 5:7

				W as children of lightEph 5:8

				But if we w in the light as He1Jn 1:7

				WALL

				shout, and the w collapsed.Jos 6:20

				let’s rebuild Jerusalem’s w,Neh 2:17

				down the dividing w of hostility.Eph 2:14

				WANDERED

				have w away from the faith1Tm 6:10

				WAR

				makes w-s cease throughout thePs 46:9

				a time for w and a time forEc 3:8

				hear of w-s and rumors of w-s.Mt 24:6

				we do not wage w in a fleshly2Co 10:3

				WARFARE

				weapons of our w are not fleshly,2Co 10:4

				WARM
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				WARN

				if you w a wicked personEzk 3:19; 33:9

				And being w-ed in a dreamMt 2:12,22

				were written as a w-ing to us,1Co 10:11
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				Lord is a w; Yahweh is His name.Ex 15:3

				WASH

				Go w seven times in the Jordan2Kg 5:10

				w me, and I will be whiter thanPs 51:7

				they don’t w their hands whenMt 15:2

				began to w His feet with her tears.Lk 7:38
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				Blessed ... who w their robes,Rv 22:14
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				WATCH (n)

				keeping w at night over their flock.Lk 2:8
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				WATCH (v)
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				I have made you a wEzk 3:17; 33:7

				WATER (n)

				w covered the earth.Gn 7:6

				He leads me beside quiet w-s.Ps 23:2

				bread on the surface of the w-s,Ec 11:1

				who is thirsty, come to the w-s;Is 55:1

				abandoned ... fountain of living w,Jr 2:13

				that day living w will flow outZch 14:8

				a cup of cold w to one of theseMt 10:42

				Peter started walking on the wMt 14:29

				is born of w and the Spirit,Jn 3:5

				and He would give you living w.Jn 4:10

				the One who came by w and blood;1Jn 5:6

				spring of living w as a gift.Rv 21:6

				WATERED (v)

				I planted, Apollos w, but God1Co 3:6

				WATERFALLS

				calls to deep in the roar of Your w;Ps 42:7

				WAVER

				He did not w in unbelief at God’sRm 4:20

				of our hope without w-ing,Heb 10:23

				WAVES

				was being swamped by the w.Mt 8:24

				even the winds and the w,Lk 8:25

				WAX

				my heart is like w, melting withinPs 22:14

				WAY

				watches over the w of the righteousPs 1:6

				Commit your w to the Lord;Ps 37:5

				can a young man keep his w pure?Ps 119:9

				There is a w that seems rightPr 14:12

				youth about the w he should go;Pr 22:6

				Prepare the w of the Lord in theIs 40:3

				we all have turned to our own w;Is 53:6

				and your w-s are not My w-s.Is 55:8

				Prepare the w for the Lord;Mt 3:3

				God loved the world in this w:Jn 3:16

				I am the w, the truth, and the life.Jn 14:6

				will also provide a w of escape,1Co 10:13

				WEAK

				spirit is willing, but the flesh is w.Mt 26:41

				Accept anyone who is w in faith,Rm 14:1

				God has chosen the ... w things1Co 1:27

				For when I am w, then I am2Co 12:10

				WEAKER

				understanding of their w nature1Pt 3:7

				WEAKNESS

				took our w-es and carried ourMt 8:17

				also joins to help in our w,Rm 8:26

				sown in w, raised in power;1Co 15:43

				unable to sympathize with our w-esHeb 4:15

				WEALTH

				They trust in their wPs 49:6

				W is not profitable on a day ofPr 11:4

				Give me neither poverty nor w;Pr 30:8

				seduction of w choke the word,Mt 13:22

				WEAPONS

				the w of our warfare are not2Co 10:4

				WEAR

				about your body, what you will w.Mt 6:25

				WEARISOME

				All things are w; man is unableEc 1:8

				WEARY (adj)

				they will run and not grow w;Is 40:31

				Come to Me, all of you who are wMt 11:28

				do not grow w in doing good.2Th 3:13

				WEDDING

				get in here without w clothes?’Mt 22:12

				a w took place in Cana of Galilee.Jn 2:1

				WEEDS

				w among the wheat,Mt 13:25

				WEEK

				Observe the Festival of W-sEx 34:22

				Seventy w-s are decreedDn 9:24

				first day of the w was dawning,Mt 28:1

				WEEP

				W-ing may spend the night, butPs 30:5

				wept when we remembered Zion.Ps 137:1

				a time to w and a time to laugh;Ec 3:4

				Rachel w-ing for her children;Mt 2:18

				there will be w-ing and gnashingMt 8:12

				Jesus wept.Jn 11:35

				who rejoice; w with those who w.Rm 12:15

				WEIGHS

				but the Lord w the motives.Pr 16:2

				WEIGHT

				honest balances, honest w-s,Lv 19:36

				incomparable eternal w of glory.2Co 4:17

				lay aside every w and the sin thatHeb 12:1

				WELCOMES

				whoever w one child like thisMt 18:5

				WELFARE

				plans for your w, not for disaster,Jr 29:11

				WELL (adv)

				master said to him, ‘W done,Mt 25:21

				WEST

				far as the east is from the w,Ps 103:12

				WHEAT

				sowed weeds among the w,Mt 13:25

				Unless a grain of w falls intoJn 12:24

				WHEEL

				was like a w within a w.Ezk 1:16

				WHIRLWIND

				Elijah up to heaven in a w.2Kg 2:1

				sow the wind and reap the w.Hs 8:7
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				there was a voice, a soft w.1Kg 19:12

				What you hear in a w, proclaimMt 10:27
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				scarlet, they will be as w as snow;Is 1:18

				make a single hair w or black.Mt 5:36

				head and hair were w like woolRv 1:14

				I saw a great w throne and OneRv 20:11

				WHITER

				and I will be w than snow.Ps 51:7
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				You are like w tombs,Mt 23:27

				WHO
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				WICK
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				WICKED
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				WIDOWS

				devour w’ houses and make longMt 23:14

				Support w who are genuinely w.1Tm 5:3

				WIFE

				and mother and bonds with his w,Gn 2:24

				Do not covet your neighbor’s w,Ex 20:17

				700 w-ves who ... turned his heart1Kg 11:3

				A man who finds a w finds a goodPr 18:22

				Who can find a capable w?Pr 31:10

				each man should have his own w,1Co 7:2

				W-ves, submit to yourEph 5:22

				husband of one w,1Tm 3:2

				the bride, the w of the Lamb.Rv 21:9

				WILD

				Without revelation people run w,Pr 29:18

				food was locusts and w honey.Mt 3:4

				you, though a w olive branch,Rm 11:17

				WILDERNESS

				Prepare the way of the Lord in the wIs 40:3

				voice of one crying out in the w:Mt 3:3

				into the w to be temptedMt 4:1

				fathers ate the manna in the w,Jn 6:31,49

				WILDFLOWERS

				Consider how the w grow:Lk 12:27

				WILL (n)

				I delight to do Your w, my God;Ps 40:8

				Your w be done on earth as it isMt 6:10

				Yet not as I w, but as You w.Mt 26:39

				the good, pleasing, and perfect wRm 12:2

				See, I have come to do Your w.Heb 10:9

				ask anything according to His w,1Jn 5:14

				WILL (v)

				say, “If the Lord w-s, we wJms 4:15

				WILLING (adj)

				The spirit is w, but the fleshMt 26:41

				WIND

				but the Lord was not in the w.1Kg 19:11

				the w-s and the sea obey Him!Mt 8:27

				The w blows where it pleases,Jn 3:8

				WINDSTORM

				A fierce w arose, and the wavesMk 4:37

				WINE

				W is a mocker, beer is a brawler,Pr 20:1

				no one puts new w into oldMt 9:17

				water (after it had become w),Jn 2:9

				And don’t get drunk with w,Eph 5:18

				WINESKINS

				no one puts new wine into old w.Mt 9:17

				WINGS

				I carried you on eagles’ wEx 19:4

				soaring on the w of the wind.2Sm 22:11

				hide me in the shadow of Your wPs 17:8

				will soar on w like eagles;Is 40:31

				rise with healing in its w,Mal 4:2

				gathers her chicks under her w,Mt 23:37

				WINTER

				Pray it won’t happen in w.Mk 13:18

				WIPE

				She w-d His feet with the hairLk 7:38

				will w away every tearRv 7:17; 21:4

				WISDOM

				God gave Solomon w,1Kg 4:29

				of the Lord is the beginning of w,Pr 9:10

				Yet w is vindicated by all herLk 7:35

				Now if any of you lacks w,Jms 1:5

				WISE

				making the inexperienced w.Ps 19:7

				w men from the east arrivedMt 2:1

				hidden these things from the wMt 11:25

				foolish things to shame the w,1Co 1:27

				WITHER

				and whose leaf does not w.Ps 1:3

				The grass w-s, the flowers fadeIs 40:7

				At once the fig tree w-ed.Mt 21:19

				grass w-s, and the flower drops1Pt 1:24

				WITNESS

				the testimony of two or three w-es.Dt 19:15

				many false w-es came forward.Mt 26:60

				will be My w-es in Jerusalem,Ac 1:8

				large cloud of w-es surroundingHeb 12:1

				from Jesus Christ, the faithful w,Rv 1:5

				WOE

				w to you, scribes and Pharisees,Mt 23:13

				And w to me if I do not preach1Co 9:16

				WOLVES

				you out like sheep among w.Mt 10:16

				savage w will come inAc 20:29

				WOMAN

				this one will be called w,Gn 2:23

				w who fears the Lord ... be praised.Pr 31:30

				who looks at a w to lust for herMt 5:28

				are the most blessed of w-en,Lk 1:42

				brought a w caught in adulteryJn 8:3

				the man is the head of the w,1Co 11:3

				w-en should be silent in the1Co 14:34

				God sent His Son, born of a w,Gl 4:4

				I do not allow a w to teach1Tm 2:12

				WOMB

				Naked I came from my mother’s w,Jb 1:21

				me together in my mother’s w.Ps 139:13

				before I formed you in the w;Jr 1:5

				his mother’s w a second timeJn 3:4

				WONDERFUL

				My name ... since it is w.Jdg 13:18

				tell about all His w works!Ps 105:2

				that I may see w things in YourPs 119:18

				He will be named W Counselor,Is 9:6

				WONDERFULLY

				been remarkably and w made.Ps 139:14

				WONDERS

				I will display w in the heavenAc 2:19

				WOOD

				I will bow down to a block of w.Is 44:19

				costly stones, w, hay, or straw,1Co 3:12

				WOOL

				as crimson, they will be like w.Is 1:18

				WORD

				bread alone but on every w thatDt 8:3

				May the w-s of my mouth and thePs 19:14

				treasured Your w in my heart soPs 119:11

				Your w is a lamp for my feetPs 119:105

				Every w of God is pure;Pr 30:5

				My w ... not return to Me empty,Is 55:11

				bread alone but on every w thatMt 4:4

				hears these w-s of Mine and actsMt 7:24

				but My w-s will never pass away.Mt 24:35

				beginning was the W, and the W was 
with God, and the W was God.Jn 1:1

				The W became flesh and took upJn 1:14

				You have the w-s of eternal life.Jn 6:68

				correctly teaching the w of truth.2Tm 2:15

				For the w of God is living andHeb 4:12

				His name is called the W of God.Rv 19:13

				WORK (n)

				seventh day, God completed His wGn 2:2

				six days and do all your w,Ex 20:9

				by faith apart from w-s of law.Rm 3:28

				test the quality of each one’s w.1Co 3:13

				because by the w-s of the law noGl 2:16

				not from w-s, so that no one canEph 2:9

				in Christ Jesus for good w-s,Eph 2:10

				started a good w in you willPhp 1:6

				has faith, but does not have w-s?Jms 2:14

				WORK (v)

				Don’t w for the food thatJn 6:27

				that all things w together forRm 8:28

				w out your own salvation withPhp 2:12

				isn’t willing to w, he should not eat2Th 3:10

				WORKER

				abundant, but the w-s are few.Mt 9:37

				the w is worthy of his wages.Lk 10:7

				a w who doesn’t need to be2Tm 2:15

				WORLD

				He judges the w with righteousness;Ps 9:8

				You are the light of the w.Mt 5:14

				gains the whole w yet loses hisMt 16:26

				Go into all the w and preach theMk 16:15

				For God loved the w in this way:Jn 3:16

				I am the light of the w.Jn 8:12; 9:5

				I have conquered the w.Jn 16:33

				Do not love the w or the things1Jn 2:15

				greater than the one who is in the w.1Jn 4:4

				WORM

				But I am a w and not a man,Ps 22:6

				where Their w does not die,Mk 9:44

				WORMWOOD

				The name of the star is W,Rv 8:11

				WORRY

				Don’t w about your life,Mt 6:25

				Don’t w about anything, but inPhp 4:6

				WORSHIP (v)

				W the Lord in the splendor of1Ch 16:29

				Come, let us w and bow down;Ps 95:6

				those who w Him must w in spiritJn 4:24

				WORSHIPERS

				when the true w will worshipJn 4:23

				WORTHLESS

				not been raised, your faith is w;1Co 15:17

				WORTHY

				and follow Me is not w of Me.Mt 10:38

				I am not w to untie the strap ofLk 3:16

				Lamb who was slaughtered is wRv 5:12

				WOUND (n)

				and binds up their w-s.Ps 147:3

				The w-s of a friend are trustworthy,Pr 27:6

				and we are healed by His w-s.Is 53:5

				but his fatal w was healed.Rv 13:3

				WOUNDING (n)

				by His w you have been healed.1Pt 2:24

				WRAPPED

				body, w it in clean, fine linen,Mt 27:59

				and she w Him snugly in clothLk 2:7

				WRATH

				do not discipline me in Your w.Ps 6:1

				Even human w will praise You;Ps 76:10

				but a harsh word stirs up w.Pr 15:1

				For God’s w is revealed fromRm 1:18

				and from the w of the Lamb,Rv 6:16

				WRETCHED

				What a w man I am! Who willRm 7:24

				WRINKLE

				without spot or w or any suchEph 5:27

				WRITE

				Moses wrote down all the wordsEx 24:4

				within them and w it on their hearts.Jr 31:33

				watched the hand that was w-ing,Dn 5:5

				because he wrote about Me.Jn 5:46

				I will . . . w them on their hearts,Heb 8:10

				WRONG (n)

				this man has done nothing w.Lk 23:41

				Love does no w to a neighbor.Rm 13:10

				does not keep a record of w-s;1Co 13:5

				WRONGDOING

				if you forgive people their w,Mt 6:14

				if someone is caught in any w,Gl 6:1

				YAHWEH

				Divine name by which God revealed Himself to Moses (Ex 3:15-16; 6:2-8; 15:3; 34:5-6). Usually translated Lord.

				Y, the God of your fathers,Ex 3:15

				I did not reveal My name Y to themEx 6:3

				I am Y, that is My name;Is 42:8

				Y-’s name must not be invoked.Am 6:10

				I worship Y, the God of theJnh 1:9

				YEAR

				The fiftieth y will be your Jubilee;Lv 25:11

				a thousand y-s are like yesterdayPs 90:4

				to proclaim the y of the Lord’s favor.Lk 4:19

				the Lord one day is like 1,000 y-s,2Pt 3:8

				for 1,000 y-s.Rv 20:2,4,6

				YEAST

				beware of the y of the PhariseesMt 16:6

				YES

				let your word ‘y’ be ‘y,’Mt 5:37

				God’s promises is “Y” in Him.2Co 1:20

				Your “y” must be “y,” and yourJms 5:12

				YESTERDAY

				Jesus Christ is the same y, today,Heb 13:8

				YOKE

				take up My y and learn from Me,Mt 11:29

				submit again to a y of slavery.Gl 5:1

				YOUNG

				How can a y man keep his wayPs 119:9

				YOUNGER

				y men as brothers,1Tm 5:1

				YOUTH

				Do not remember the sins of my yPs 25:7

				Teach a y about the way he shouldPr 22:6

				No one should despise your y;1Tm 4:12

				YOUTHFUL

				Flee from y passions,2Tm 2:22

				ZACCHAEUS

				Tax collector who hosted Jesus and was converted (Lk 19:2-9).

				ZEAL

				z for Your house has consumed me,Ps 69:9

				The z of the Lord of Hosts willIs 9:7; 37:32

				Z for Your house will consume Me.Jn 2:17

				that they have z for God, butRm 10:2

				ZEBULUN

				Son of Jacob and Leah (Gn 30:20). Tribe with territory between the Sea of Galilee and Mount Carmel (Jos 19:10-16).

				ZECHARIAH

				1. Son of Jeroboam II; king of Israel (2Kg 15:8-12).

				2. Prophet after the exile; son of Berechiah; descendant of Iddo (Ezr 5:1; Zch 1:1).

				3. Father of John the Baptist (Lk 1:5-23, 59-79).

				ZEDEKIAH

				Son of Josiah; last king of Judah; originally called Mattaniah; sons blinded; exiled (2Kg 24:17–25:7).

				ZEPHANIAH

				Prophet to Josiah; descendant of Hezekiah (Zch 1:1).

				ZERUBBABEL

				Leader of those returning from exile to rebuild the temple (Ezr 2:2; 4:2; 5:2; Hg 1:1). Descendant of David and Jehoiachin; ancestor of Jesus (1Ch 3:9-19; Mt 1:13; Lk 3:27). 

				ZIMRI

				Chariot commander; killed Elah king of Israel; reigned seven days (1Kg 16:8-20).

				ZION

				Specifically, the stronghold in Jerusalem; also refers to the temple, hill, city, people, and heavenly city.

				did capture the stronghold of Z,2Sm 5:7

				Mount Z on the slopes of the northPs 48:2

				Sing us one of the songs of Z.Ps 137:3

				Blow the horn in Z; sound the alarmJl 2:1

				Rejoice greatly, Daughter Z!Zch 9:9

				Tell Daughter Z, “See, your KingMt 21:5

				Fear no more, Daughter Z;Jn 12:15

				The Liberator will come from Z;Rm 11:26

				10 see also TEN

				Bring the full 10 percent intoMal 3:10

				to the one who has 10 talents.Mt 25:28

				The 10 horns you saw are 10 kingsRv 17:12

				12 see also TWELVE

				Jacob had 12 sons:Gn 35:22

				the names of the 12 apostles:Mt 10:2

				When He was 12 years old, theyLk 2:42

				12 foundations, and ... the 12 names 
of the Lamb’s 12 apostles.Rv 21:14

				24

				on the thrones sat 24 eldersRv 4:4

				30

				my wages, 30 pieces of silverZch 11:12

				weighed out 30 pieces of silverMt 26:15

				40

				rain fell ... 40 days and 40 nights.Gn 7:12

				in the wilderness for 40 yearsNm 14:33

				40 days to be tempted by the Devil.Lk 4:2

				62

				be seven weeks and 62 weeks.Dn 9:25

				70 see also SEVENTY

				When 70 years for BabylonJr 29:10

				number of years ... would be 70.Dn 9:2

				but 70 times seven.Mt 18:22

				99

				leave the 99 in the open fieldLk 15:4

				400

				will be ... oppressed 400 years.Gn 15:13

				666

				of a man. His number is 666.Rv 13:18

				700

				He had 700 wives who were1Kg 11:3

				1,000 see also THOUSAND

				one day is like 1,000 years,2Pt 3:8

				and bound him for 1,000 years.Rv 20:2

				reign with Him for 1,000 years.Rv 20:6

				1,260

				they will prophesy for 1,260 days,Rv 11:3

				5,000

				who ate were about 5,000 men,Mt 14:21

				10,000

				one who owed 10,000 talents wasMt 18:24

				than 10,000 words in another1Co 14:19

				144,000

				144,000 sealed from every tribeRv 7:4

				600,000

				about 600,000 soldiers on foot,Ex 12:37
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