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Chapter 1
What Is Anagkazo?
...Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel [anagkazo] them to come in, that my house may be filled.
Luke 14:23
I grew up in a Christian home and was made to attend church every Sunday. I must be honest, I found church very boring. I hated the long boring hymns and I couldn’t understand the sermons. The priests looked unreal and detached from everyday life.
I remember sitting through many boring and lifeless services at church. My main pre-occupation was to predict the closure of the service. I would count the number of hymns on the board and estimate the closing time of the service.
They Drank $1000 Worth of Beer in One Night
You see, the priests and the majority of the congregation were not born again. They were what you might call traditional Christians. They had inherited a family religion. One day, the unbeliever priest announced from the pulpit how much beer the whole church had drunk the night before at a party. It all came up to about $1000 worth of beer! The priest went on to say that one of the members owed him a carton of beer. Surely, many of these people were just practicing a lifeless religion. I can understand why many young people do not go to church anymore. It is just one meaningless, lifeless and boring ritual. If the pastor is not a born-again Christian, you cannot expect many members of the church to be born again.
When I first attended secondary school, at the age of twelve, I was an unbeliever. That is when I first came into contact with “real” born-again Christians. They were all members of the Scripture Union (SU).
Though they seemed to be true believers, nothing about them attracted me. I remember one evening in particular, when the SU leader announced at the boarding house that there was going to be a meeting of the SU.
I thought to myself, “Who would ever attend such a boring meeting?” These Christians were not attractive. They made weak and lifeless announcements inviting us, the unsaved, to join them. As a result, it never occurred to me to join this uninteresting group.
I still cannot remember how I eventually joined the SU. I believe that the Spirit of God worked on me and drew me there without me even knowing it!
Many Christians are genuine and have a real message to impart. But for a message to have any impact, it must be compelling. It must drive the listener to change! The message of the Lord Jesus Christ must persuade the unsaved to make a decision for Christ. That is why I am writing this book on what I call “Anagkazo”.
Anagkazo simply means “to compel”. It also means to necessitate, to drive, and to constrain by all means such as force, threats, persuasion and entreaties.
Sometimes we need to go back to the Greek in order to understand the original meanings of some Bible words. You see, the New Testament was translated from the Greek language and the Old Testament from the Hebrew language. Anagkazo is the Greek word that is translated “to compel”.
Although this is a book on anagkazo, I also want to share on another closely related Greek word, “Biazo”. This is because the revelation of anagkazo is very much linked to the revelation in the word biazo.
What Is Biazo?
Biazo is a Greek word found in Matthew 11 that means “to use force” or “to force one’s way into a thing”. This is a quality I find lacking in Christian circles. We are forceful about everything else, except God’s work. We are forceful about our jobs, our girlfriends, our marriages and our future. But when it comes to God’s work we become like timid mice!
When I observe the commercials on television, I realize that there are groups of people who are very confident about what they have to offer. They are so confident that they boldly sing catchy songs about how good their product is.
Alcohol advertisers are some of the best in the business. We all know that beer and liquor are some of the commonest killers of young people. Alcohol has broken up more homes, destroyed more marriages, caused more car accidents, started more wars and fights than anything else in the world. Yet, they forcibly advertise it.
Is Alcohol the Power?
Beer is the cause of many accidents, leading to the deaths of a countless number of people. And yet there are smiling people on television, telling us that it is the “power” we need. These commercials are being forced down our throats. We are being forced to believe things that are not true. Beer is the devil in solution! Yet we are being compelled to believe otherwise. This unhealthy product is paraded as a good thing.
When I think of the forcefulness of people who want to make money at all costs, I realize that Christians have a better reason to be forceful. Why then is it that Christians behave like lame ducks, toothless dogs and helpless sparrows?
I believe that this teaching on the important subject, biazo can change that. Biazo means to force one’s way into a thing. If Christianity is going to spread we are going to have to be a lot more forceful than we are.
Are Muslims More Forceful than Christians?
It is amazing to see fanatic Muslims who are prepared to die for their faith. I wonder how many Christians have half the drive that Muslims seem to have. Should we be surprised if statistics indicate that Islam is spreading faster than Christianity?
Whether it is making money, spreading a false religion or selling deadly products, the whole world has become very forceful. That is why I am teaching Christians about being biblically forceful.
Another related Greek word I want us to learn about is the word “Anaideia”.
What Is Anaideia?
Anaideia is a Greek word that is used only once in the Bible. It means “to be shameless”. It also speaks of importunity. In the eleventh chapter of Luke, we learn of a man who exhibited shamelessness in his relationship with God.
I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity [anaideia] he will rise and give him as many as he needeth.
Luke 11:8
In 1982, I was admitted to the University of Ghana, the premier university in my country, Ghana. I cautiously entered this new environment wondering what lay ahead. One of the first things that struck me was the shamelessness of unbelievers as they went about their lives.
The Kissing Students
I remember one of the first times I walked into Volta Hall, the hall of residence for the ladies in the University of Ghana. When we got to the staircase that led up to the first and second floors, there was a young man and woman engaged in a prolonged embrace and kiss. I know that in some cultures this might not look strange. However in our culture it is unusual and out of place. This couple continued in their long embrace and intimate kissing as we passed by them. They could not care less about who was watching them! They were not moved! They were shameless! Perhaps they felt they were in love.
When we got upstairs, I told my friends, “It seems people around here are not ashamed of what they’re doing.” Then I asked, “Why are we ashamed of what we believe in? Why are we ashamed of the gospel? Why do we go around like timid mice who don’t have anything to offer?”
The Spirit of the Lord arose within me and I said, “If they are not ashamed of their immoral lives, I’m not going to be ashamed of the gospel.”
For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ…
Romans 1:16
It is amazing to see homosexuals boldly speak of their abnormal lifestyles. They come on television and speak confidently about the perversion of anal intercourse. These people forcefully demonstrate and fight for their rights. How come Christians are so quiet when it comes to speaking God’s Word?
Many Christians sit in their offices and allow their unbeliever colleagues to shamelessly speak of their evil deeds. The sinners around us dominate the discussions with unwholesome words. That is why I believe many Christians need what the Bible calls “anaideia”. Anaideia simply means shamelessness.
The Apostle Paul practised anaideia. Remember, it was Paul who said, “We are not ashamed of the gospel.”
In the following chapters I will share with you the in-depth meanings of these three Greek words – Anagkazo, Anaideia, and Biazo. You will learn how to put these three revelations into daily use.
Chapter 2
Practicing Anagkazo
In the book of Luke chapter 14 we read a familiar story where Jesus told of an important person who held a party for his friends. I want you to read this whole portion of Scripture so that you will be familiar with the story.
Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and bade many: And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready.
And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused.
And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have me excused. And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.
So that servant came, and shewed his lord these things. Then the master of the house being angry said to his servant, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind. And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and yet there is room.
And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel [anagkazo] them to come in, that my house may be filled. For I say unto you, That none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper.
Luke 14:16-24
This man had the unfortunate experience of spending a lot of money on a big party, inviting important people, only to find out that most of them were uninterested. This man was very surprised about their rejection of his invitation. He became angry as he listened to the excuses of those he had invited. In his anger, he decided to invite anybody he found out on the street. Imagine having a party with people you don’t even know!
Unfortunately, at that time of the night, there were not so many people around. Even after inviting those on the street, his party was relatively unattended. He then decided to invite the sick, the blind and the handicapped. Imagine that! What an unusual selection of partygoers! His party was full of the non-entities of the community – the down-and-outs of society.
I believe this story is symbolic of the Lord Jesus sending us out to invite people to Him. It is also symbolic of pastors sending out their members to evangelize the world. I have discovered that every time I embark on evangelizing the world (inviting many people to a great supper), I encounter the same things that this man encountered. However, I believe this man was a success. In spite of everything, he had his party and his house was full of guests. It might not have turned out the way he initially wanted, but he had his party anyway.
You see, God is sending out evangelists to invite the whole world to know Christ. Unfortunately, many of those who are invited do not respond. The Jews were the first to be invited to know the Lord. But they rejected Christ in their hour of visitation. Therefore, the gospel was transmitted on to the Gentiles.
Many of the elite, who live in large urban centres, hear the gospel on television and in churches many times. However, they do not receive but rather criticize preachers. Again, the gospel is passed on to the poor and non-elite in villages. They willingly receive the Word because they have no other hope but God.
Is Anagkazo an Important Revelation?
1. Anagkazo is important because a certain type of evangelism is not going to work in this day and age.
People are not going to be convinced or compelled to know God through our little church games. Our “Mickey Mouse” church programmes and bazaars will not go very far in today’s world. We must go out there and drive them to God.
2. Anagkazo is important because many of the people that need the gospel are not in places where they can receive bourgeoisie invitation cards.
If people are going to be touched with the gospel, a new strategy of going to the gutters, highways and the bushes must be employed. Sitting in church and inviting people has long been an unworkable strategy for evangelism.
3. Dear pastor, without anagkazo, your church is going to be empty.
Please remember that if this man had not employed the strategy of anagkazo he would have had an empty house. Remember this, “A pastor without anagkazo will have an empty church.”
4. Without anagkazo, many churches are going to die a natural death.
What you must realize is that the membership of a church is very fluid. Many people come and many people leave. If you don’t have more people coming in than those you are losing, your church will begin to die. If you don’t want your church to close down, you must do what Jesus instructed – go out and practise anagkazo.
5. Life is becoming more hectic as we approach the 21st century.
Busy working people are going to have more and more excuses. The strategy of anagkazo will help you to overcome these excuses.
Let me now take you through what I call the practical steps of anagkazo. These steps are derived from the story we just read in Luke 14.
Step #1
An anagkazo man prepares a great supper.
Anyone who wants to be used by God must prepare himself for the ministry. Today, God is using me in the ministry. This has not happened without thousands of hours of preparation. I realize that the sermons I preached to ten people some years ago, are the same sermons I am preaching to thousands today. Preaching to a small group of ten people was part of God’s preparation for me. So if you want God to use you mightily, you must start preparing now! Take every opportunity you have to do something useful in the church.
I Played the Drums
Years ago, I remember playing the drums and the piano in my church. Though I didn’t know it at the time, that was part of my preparation for ministry. Today, I know a lot about music and musical equipment. I can discuss intelligently, all details that concern music, worship and expensive equipment. My experience with the music department has been a valuable asset to me.
Step #2
A person who practises anagkazo does not keep to himself but influences and affects many people.
You will notice that this man in Luke 14 held a great supper and invited many people. One of the primary reasons evangelism does not happen is because Christians keep to themselves. You cannot keep to yourself if you want to be an effective witness for the Lord Jesus Christ.
When you sit on a bus, you can decide to be friendly to those nearby. Begin talking to the people around you. I always try to share the gospel with people around me. I have always believed that I have some Good News about Jesus. He has saved me and set me free.
During my second year in medical school, we lived on the beautiful Legon campus. We were transported daily to the other side of town where a teaching hospital was located. This involved a one-hour bus drive from one end of town to the other.
They Made Balloons out of Condoms
I remember one day as I sat in the bus, I watched some senior colleagues take out condoms, blow them into balloons and fly them in the bus. As these students shouted and laughed over their lewd jokes, I realized how confident they were in what they were doing.
We the Christians sat timidly in the bus, looking lame, uninteresting and boring.
As I sat there, I decided not to keep to myself. I got the attention of everyone on the bus and began to preach. Although preaching on the bus later became quite common, at that time it was unusual. Some of the students were angry and others were bored. Some looked out of the window in disapproval but I preached on! I decided not to keep to myself anymore. I decided to be like the man in Luke 14.
I Clapped My Hands on the London Bus
An anagkazo person does not keep to himself or herself. I lived in London for a period in 1983. I felt stifled by the stiff atmosphere in England. I was used to preaching anywhere and everywhere. But in England I realized that one couldn’t easily relate to the people around. Everyone seemed so unfriendly and uninterested in their surroundings.
One day, while sitting on the top level of a double-decker bus, the spirit of anagkazo rose up in me and I said to myself, “I cannot keep to myself any longer.”
I stood to my feet and to the surprise of everyone on the bus, I began to clap my hands to get their attention. I tell you, I may have looked bold on the outside, but I was quite scared on the inside. There were all sorts of murderous looking characters in their seats. But I maintained my cool and delivered a complete full gospel sermon.
The bus was quiet for a few minutes as they listened to this young mad man preach. I took my seat after preaching and got off at the next stop. One gentleman, who got off the bus with me, said to me, “I admire your courage! But I don’t think you got very far.” Whether I got very far or not is not what matters. What is important is that I preached the Word. And the Word always accomplishes something when it is preached.
…my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth… it shall accomplish that which I please...
Isaiah 55:11
You see, any form of soul-winning in our modern day and age, is going to have to be of the anagkazo type. Gentleness and meekness will not take you very far.
Step #3
Anyone practising anagkazo is not prepared to cancel his service.
Every pastor, in going through the normal processes of church growth, will experience highs and lows. But a pastor with the spirit of anagkazo will never cancel his church service. He will decide to press on no matter how many people attend.
One of my pastors told me how only one person attended church on a particular Sunday. He said that he had never felt so low. However, he managed to preach to that one soul and do his best for the Lord.
Anagkazo from the Community
I remember there was a time we had a very low attendance for one of our services. The Lord told me to do what this man in Luke 14 did: “Go out there and invite the community to church.”
I said, “How can I do that on a Sunday?”
The Lord replied, “You do it, and you will be blessed.”
I continued arguing with the Lord, “What will our Sunday morning visitors think? We will drive away people from the church.”
However, the Lord insisted, “Go out and compel them to come in.”
I obeyed the Lord.
I announced to the church that we were going to stop the service, go out into the community and invite them.
I said, “We are going to go out to the community to bring them in.”
I announced, “This is not a gentle invitation. Every single one of you must hold the hand of someone you see out there. Physically bring them into the church building.”
Some were taken aback. But we did it! And we brought in hundreds of “un-churched” dwellers of the community. That day we had several people giving their lives to Christ. We did this on numerous occasions and over a period, that particular service increased in size dramatically. I was not prepared to close down my service because of a low attendance. That is what any pastor with the spirit of anagkazo is prepared to do.
Step #3
An anagkazo person is not prepared to have an empty meeting.
A pastor working with the spirit of anagkazo is not prepared to have any empty church service. Many years ago, as a medical student, the Lord asked me to start a church. I had no members in my church. Not even one soul to preach to! But I was not prepared to have an empty church.
We Woke up the Nurses
I was still a student when the Holy Spirit directed me to the nursing students’ hostel. I remember that very first day. It was around 5 a.m. and still dark. Standing outside the hostel, I clapped my hands and woke them up. They might have been surprised but that didn’t bother me. I preached to them about Jesus. After I had finished I did something very bold. I said to them, “If you want to give your lives to Christ, change out of your night clothes, wear something decent and come downstairs. We want to talk to you about Christ.”
That morning several young ladies gave their hearts to God. Up to this day, many of them are still members of my church.
I Love Dawn Broadcasts
Preaching at dawn to people in their beds has been one of my favourite methods of implementing this principle of anagkazo. One morning, I preached at the hostel of public health nurses. A lady threw down a note saying she was a backslider and needed help. She wanted us to speak with her. That morning we ministered to her and God delivered her. She has now been a faithful member of our church for the last ten years.
Although I started out with an empty classroom, it soon became filled with nurses who had given their lives to Christ at my anagkazo dawn broadcasts. Dear reader, I want you to understand something; I did not inherit a church from anyone. I have often gone to places where I knew no one, and no one knew me. I have had to go out and win souls, driving and persuading people about the Lord, until the room was full.
Step #4
He is not overcome by people’s excuses.
Many people are full of excuses. This anagkazo man in the Bible (Luke 14) listened to three amazing excuses for not attending his party. However, he was not impressed by any of them.
The first excuse was about testing oxen in the night. Everyone knows that no one tests oxen at that time of the night. The second excuse was about somebody who had just gotten married. But we all know that a dinner would have been a nice outing for a newly wedded couple. The third excuse was about going to see some land in the night. Let me ask you a question. Would you not assess a piece of land before you buy it? How could you inspect a piece of land in the night? Would you even see it clearly? Yet somebody was using this as an excuse for not attending the party.
Any good minister, who wants to reach people, must not be overwhelmed by people’s excuses. He must learn to overcome people’s excuses.
Even as you minister the Word of God, people form excuses in their minds. They develop reasons why they will not obey the Word. Every good preacher must learn to preach against people’s excuses and ideas. Jesus spoke directly against the people’s reasoning and excuses. And they knew it!
…for they perceived that he had spoken this parable against them.
Luke 20:19
Step #5
He knows that many excuses are empty.
As I said earlier, many excuses cannot be substantiated. A good minister must learn to see through the emptiness of excuses. I spoke to one friend, inviting him to church.
The Successful Businessman
He in turn spoke about how the time was not convenient and how he had quite a distance to travel.
I said to him, “You are a successful businessman. Everything you want to do, you do. You travel. You get up early on weekdays. You even have time to visit your girlfriend who lives a few hundred kilometres away. How come you have no time for God?”
I told him, “If you really want to do something you can do it.”
Some people do not pay their tithes because they claim they have no money. Watch how much money they spend on other things. You will realize that the problem is not a lack of money, but the spirit of greed.
Step #6
He knows that many excuses are lies.
There are many husbands who blame the inadequacies of their spiritual relationships on their wives and vice versa. I remember once, one of my pastors did fundraising in a branch church.
The Lying Wife
During the fundraising, the pastor asked for those who would like to give some money for the purchase of church instruments. A husband who happened to be a foreigner was prepared to give a donation. Just as his hand was going up, his wife pulled his hand down. She thought the pastor hadn’t noticed. After the service, the lady approached the pastor and said, “You know, the reason why we didn’t give any money is because my foreign husband is so stingy.”
She Prevented Her Husband from Giving
“I will see what we can do,” she added. But that was an outright lie. It was actually her husband who wanted to donate something. His wife prevented him.
Step #7
He makes a way and does not give an excuse.
Anyone operating with the spirit of anagkazo (the compelling drive) is able to achieve a lot for God.
One of the ways by which I assess leaders is to see how they handle the excuses of people. You see, I don’t even have to ask young pastors what problems they have. I know the problems they must be having: the problem of some people coming this week and not coming the next week, the problem of people coming late to church and the problem of backsliding Christians! They also have the problem of new converts not remaining in church, the problem of not having enough time to pray and the problem of not being able to do outreaches.
If you are a pastor, shepherd, or cell leader you will have experienced some of these problems. But, dear friend, the Bible teaches us that there is nothing new under the sun. The problem that you have, I have. What differentiates the successful from the unsuccessful is the ability to overcome excuses. Notice that the man in Luke 14 was not moved by any of the excuses and reasons given. He made a way out of every circumstance that was produced by the unwilling guests.
I believe in one thing: if you really want to do something you make a way, if you do not want to do something you make an excuse.
They Came to Party
I recall when many young people were unwilling to come to church. The young men especially, made all sorts of excuses. The spirit of anagkazo rose up in me and I said, “If they will not come to church, let us have parties for them.”
We organized a party for the young people in one area of the city. We made invitation cards and distributed them to the youth in the community. They were very happy and said to themselves, “This is another opportunity to jam.”
I remember that evening in particular, we played upbeat Christian music and danced with the unbelievers. One of them told me later that he wondered why they were not being served with beer. At a point in the party, we switched to slower music and we said we had an announcement to make.
By that time, many of the hardened unbelievers were sitting around. To their surprise, I got up and preached the gospel to them. They were surprised but they still gave their lives to Christ. Many were born again that night.
I have pastors in the church who were saved during some of these surprise evangelistic parties. You see, the Bible says by all means, “save some”.
Anagkazo means to compel and to drive people to God. An anagkazo person is not moved by unfavourable circumstances. We were not moved by the fact that these young men did not want to attend church. We made a way around that! Learn to make a way where there’s no way. Find a way to overcome every excuse that people place before you.
Step #8
He goes out of his normal circles of life.
Everyone has a circle of friends. The usual thing is to stay within your circle of friends and acquaintances. However, anyone who wants to be used by God must move out of his regular group. You will notice that the anagkazo man in this story was forced to move out of his normal circle of life. This is a reality that we must face if we want to please God!
I Had My Circle
When I was growing up in Accra, I had a group of friends. A sort of elitist company made up of children of foreigners and other bourgeoisie. As a child I travelled first class on intercontinental flights and interacted mainly with the so-called upper echelon of society. I stayed in international cities with my father. My hobbies were swimming and horse riding. You can imagine that in Ghana, where I come from, very few people have such pastimes.
However, there were hardly any Christians in these circles. When I got born again, I found myself moving out of this circle into a very different group. I moved out into better company, different from what I knew.
The fact is, in order to please God I could not spend a lot of time in those circles anymore. There were simply no believers in that group. If you want to please God you will have to move out of your circle and get to know other groups of people.
I know that the rich man in this story would not normally fellowship with people who live in hedges or who stand on highways. I know that the rich man in this story would not normally interact with cripples, the blind and the disabled. However, in order to achieve his goal, he had to interact with people of other social backgrounds.
I remember in 1984 when I was a leader of a nice fellowship at the university.
A Nice Little Fellowship
We loved each other dearly and were good company for one another (actually, I found my wife in that group). Many of the people that I knew in that little group are still my bosom friends up to this day. However, the Spirit of God impressed upon me to move out of our little group and to go to people we didn’t know.
I remember, some people were not in favour of expanding our nice little clique.
“If you bring in more people, we will lose something,” they said. “There’s something about a small fellowship. It’s nice to be petite. It’s a cute little family.”
But I led this group into one outreach after another, driving and necessitating people to come to the Lord. I was never tired of preaching. People are not tired of sinning, why should you be tired of spreading the gospel?
During the second year of the medical school (which by the way is the most difficult year), I led this group in dawn broadcasts every Saturday morning. Everyone knew about us. They were used to our voices which rang out loud and clear every Saturday morning.
“Thank God for our nice little fellowship,” I said. “But we have to go out there and win souls.” We must move out of our little circle.
People Are No Longer Impressed
There is a very important revelation I want you to catch – people become used to you after awhile. After awhile, unbelievers are no longer impressed with our sermons. If you do not rise up with a new approach, a new anagkazo method, your message will become blunt.
As we continued preaching at dawn, I realized that people just turned over in their beds and ignored us. I said to myself, “Our messages are no longer driving people to the Lord.”
But the Spirit of the Lord gave me a bright idea.
Knock on Their Doors!
Since the people were now so used to our voices, we needed to do something new. I decided to send out a group to stand outside the doors of their rooms.
I told the preacher for the morning, “When you get to the altar call, we will start knocking on their doors.”
I told him, “Tell the people who are listening to you they are going to hear a knock on their door. If they want to accept Christ they should open up and we will come in and lead them to the Lord.”
The preacher followed my instructions. Suddenly, those who were ignoring us had to pay attention. We were knocking on their doors at 5 a.m.! Believe me, many were gloriously born again during those morning broadcasts.
I vividly remember one brother in particular.
He Would Laugh at Us
He would laugh at Christians as they spoke in tongues. He made fun of the gift of speaking in tongues. This is someone who would get drunk and lie by one of the many ponds that litter the beautiful campus of the University of Ghana. That morning as my friend the evangelist preached and said, “Perhaps you are hearing a knock on your door. If you want to be born again open your door and someone will come in and lead you to the Lord”, I happened to knock on the door of this young man.
I was surprised when he opened the door and welcomed us in. He said, “I knew you would come here. Today is my day!” We prayed with him and he gave his heart to the Lord that very morning. To this day, this man is serving the Lord. I give glory to God for all the people that have been born again as we have forcefully moved out to speak the Word. Anagkazo works!
Step#9
The anagkazo man is not satisfied as long as there is still room.
A song that I love goes like this,
There’s room at the cross for you.
There’s room at the cross for you.
Though millions have come,
There’s still room for one.
There’s room at the cross for you.
A pastor must never be satisfied as long as there is room in the church. The man in this story sent out his servants simply because there was room.
…and yet there is room.
Luke 14:22
I believe that every church should arrange more chairs than people. The presence of empty pews should motivate the pastor to reach out until the house is full. The whole essence of evangelism is to have a full church.
…compel [anagkazo] them to come in, that my house may be filled.
Luke 14:23
Evangelism is not intended to be done in a vacuum. It should be related to church growth. All our efforts to lead people to the Lord should bear fruit. We must see our efforts filling church buildings.
Whatever the case, a minister must see that there is room at the cross for one more soul. I believe that if we have this mind, God will use us to fill the church.
I have never been satisfied with the size of my church. When we had ten people, I wanted twenty. When we had fifty, I dreamed of a hundred. When God gave me one hundred people, I thought to myself, “What would it be like if I had five hundred people?” When the church was numbered in the hundreds, I thought, “What would it be like if we had thousands?”
I think a pastor will get tired of preaching to the same few people after awhile. We must be motivated to have a fuller house. These words keep ringing in my soul, “That my house may be filled!” “That my house may be filled!” Dear Christian friend, never forget that there is still room at the cross.
Chapter 3
Practicing Anaideia and Biazo
Biazo
Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent [biazo] take it by force.
Matthew 11:11,12
Multitudes of non-Christians are hurtling down a broad street to Hell. They sing, they dance, and they wine and dine. They do not give a hoot about the gospel we preach! Many of us Christians live in our nice little world where we are oblivious to the reality of sinners going to Hell.
I once worked as a sub-intern at the mortuary of the largest hospital in Ghana. Something struck me that I want to share with you. Every few minutes a car would park outside the mortuary. In that car was the body of a man sprawled in the back seat, or even sometimes in the boot (trunk).
I would stand at the main door of the mortuary as people brought in their loved ones and relatives who had died at home or on the street. These people were so sad and shaken. You must understand that only a few hours earlier they had been talking to a living person who was now gone forever. They were bringing their loved one to a fridge.
I noticed that there did not seem to be any particular time of the day when dead people were brought to this mortuary. As I stood there, God showed me that people were dying across the city all the time. Death is not reserved for early mornings or late nights. It happens at random.
A person who has never stood at the door of a mortuary will not know how common death is. How frequently people depart for eternity! Just as the Lord spoke to his prophets when they saw certain things, the Lord spoke to me when I stood at that door. He asked, “How many of these people do you think were saved?”
“I died for them, I gave up my life for them, but are they saved?”
Listen to me Christian friend. Many of our church bazaars, weddings, fellowships and nice choirs are not enough to win the multitudes to Christ. As I said earlier, people are hurtling down the road of destruction. They do not even know that they are going to Hell.
They Heard the Music
This reminds me of a war in which the prisoners were taken to large camps. They were stripped of their clothes and herded into huge gas chambers. As they filed in, their captors would play beautiful music for the prisoners. They heard the music. How soothing and refreshing it must have sounded. “Surely nothing evil is going to happen to us,” they thought. Little did they know that they were about to be slaughtered by the same people who were playing the music.
This is the lot of unbelievers today. They hear the music of the devil. The melodies and lullabies of this present world charm them. Because of these things, they do not know that they are walking to their own destruction.
…as an ox goeth to the slaughter…
Proverbs 7:22
In Matthew 11:12, the Bible tells us that the violent take the kingdom of God by force. What does this mean?
The Twentieth Century New Testament puts it this way,
…men using force have been seizing it…
The William’s Translation says,
…men are seizing it as a precious prize…
The Goodspeed translation says,
…Men have been taking the kingdom of heaven by storm…
The Weymouth translation says,
…the kingdom of God has been enduring violent assault…
All these Scriptures tell us one thing. Gentle words, nice songs, lame sermons and docile choirs cannot help much in this indifferent and uninterested world. People don’t want to know. They are deceived.
Church Games Will Not Help
They don’t care whether Jesus comes today or tomorrow. “Leave me alone,” they say. “To hell with this church business of yours.”
That is why we need what the Bible calls biazo. Biazo means to use force and to force one’s way into a thing. Many people are blinded by the devil. We must open their eyes to the realities of Heaven and Hell.
…the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them…
2 Corinthians 4:4
Apostle Paul did not only give nice sermons. He was actively involved in turning the heads and opening the eyes of unbelievers.
I always know when people are ignoring the message. But I don’t want anybody to ignore this important message – I must turn their heads and open their eyes. One particular morning, my group in the university found ourselves in a hall, preaching.
Call out Their Room Numbers
I realized that the young ladies (it was a ladies’ hall) were just turning over in their beds, some with their boyfriends. They knew that we would end our “disturbance” after a short while. The Spirit of God gave me a quick instruction on how to use biazo on that occasion.
He whispered, “Do not preach generally, but call out their room numbers and direct the preaching to individual rooms.”
I obeyed.
They Were Surprised
I gave each of the dawn broadcasters four or five rooms to preach to. It was an amazing experience! The people were so surprised to hear their room numbers being mentioned. A voice was coming out in the darkness speaking very specifically to the occupants of particular rooms.
Everyone knew they were being addressed personally by God. Of course, some of them were very angry.
And some had their boyfriends sleeping in their rooms with them. They could not help but hear a personal and direct message.
I remember that in response to this one lady ran out of her room, came downstairs, lifted up her hands and said, “I want to give my life to Christ today! I want to be born again!”
Some were outraged, but some were saved. The Bible says,
…blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.
Matthew 11:6
Don’t Preach to Yourself!
When we have city-wide crusades, I stand on the platform and command my church members to go out into the community. We don’t wait for them to come to us, we go out there and bring them from their homes.
One day, we even went to a “Red Light District” and brought a group of prostitutes to the crusade. I was very happy to see these prostitutes coming to the altar to give their lives to the Lord. You see, if we hadn’t forced these women out of their “work places” and to the crusade, they would never have been saved. Most prostitutes do not go to church. They would have just gone about their daily routine. We would have ended up preaching to ourselves.
Christian friends, let’s stop playing games. If we are going to preach the gospel, let’s not preach to ourselves. Let’s go out there and drive them in (anagkazo and biazo) to the Lord.
Anaideia
I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity [anaideia] he will rise and give him as many as he needeth.
Luke 11:8
In Luke 11, Jesus told us a story of a man who needed three loaves of bread. This man buried his shame and embarrassment and went to his friend’s house at a very odd hour. The master of the house was woken up.
He might have shouted, “What is happening? Are there some armed robbers here? Is there a fire? What is going on outside?” The servant of the house probably replied, “It’s the neighbour. He says he wants some bread for his visitors.”
Dear Christian friend, most of us would not disturb even our best friends at midnight. How much more to ask for something trivial like bread!
But Jesus’ message here is very simple. If you are not ashamed to press for certain things, you will never achieve them. If you are shameless in the work of God, you will accomplish things that others will only dream about! God has shown me that people who are very concerned about their public image cannot achieve much for God.
Are You Ashamed to Start a Church?
It takes anaideia, shamelessness, to start a church. When I discussed with my friend the idea of starting a church, I remember he looked at me in amazement. He said, “What if people don’t come to the church? We will be so embarrassed. People in town will hear that we tried to start a church that didn’t work.”
By starting a church, I don’t mean to break away with a large segment of someone else’s ministry. I am talking about moving into a room that has two or three people and preaching to them. It takes shamelessness to tell these few people that they are now in a great church. If you are not prepared to go through the shame and ridicule of standing in an empty room and looking odd, you will never achieve great things for God.
Are You Ashamed?
One pastor told me he was afraid to do an altar call (inviting people to give their life to Christ). What if no one responds? Would you not feel ashamed? People will think that you are not anointed and that your message was not powerful enough. It is this very train-of-thought that keeps people away from powerful ministry.
One of my Elders called and told me that for the first time someone in the church had responded to her altar call. You see, she had been shamelessly doing altar calls with no one responding. But with anaideia (shamelessness and persistence) she eventually had results!
What if No One Gets Healed?
The shameless man, who asked for the bread, eventually accomplished his goal. I remember when I first began to pray for the sick. I was very worried about what people would think about me.
Many times whilst standing on stage, the devil would tell me, “Don’t even bother to call out for testimonies; no one will be healed.”
The devil told me, “Do not disgrace yourself any further. Just end the service here and send the people home.”
But the Spirit of the Lord rose up within me and I said to myself, “I am not ashamed. If no one gets healed this time, I will do it again, and again, and again! One day, someone will get healed.” I am glad to say that many have been healed.
After I had qualified from the medical school, I worked for one year as a medical doctor. At a point, the Lord began to speak to me about entering full-time ministry.
How Will I Survive?
I argued with the Lord, “I will work and bring enough money to support the church.”
I continued, “What will people think of me. To leave such a noble profession and to enter a controversial area.” I told the Lord, “No one knows my church! And no one knows me!”
“Worst of all, what a shame it is for me to live off people’s collection.”
“That’s ridiculous! Why should people contribute their pennies for my upkeep? I find it degrading,” I thought.
However, the Lord told me, “They that preach the gospel must live off the gospel.”
Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.
1 Corinthians 9:14
I had to bury my pride as a doctor and shamelessly enter full-time ministry. Through the revelation of shamelessness (anaideia), I have gone far in ministry. I have achieved things, which no one ever thought would come out of me.
Anaideia (shamelessness) is the key you need to accomplish great things for God!
*******************
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