
        
            
                
            
        

     
 

CREATE
 
Stop Making Excuses And Start Making Stuff
 
 
By Stephen Altrogge
 

What People Are Saying
 
This piece on creativity is a gem. Conversational, practical, and biblical. As Christians we have the Creator as our Father, and so we should be the ones with the most creativity. Sadly today Christianity is reduced to corny songs and cheesy t-shirts. However, in this short e-book I was greatly encouraged deep in my soul to step out in faith and be creative knowing my Father already loves me and approves of me in Jesus. Stephen winsomely shows how we aren't just supposed to be creative, but its actually what we were created for!
 
- Jefferson Bethke, poet, author of “Why I Love Jesus, But Hate Religion”
 
Create, by my friend Stephen Altrogge, will inspire you to do just that. It's biblical, gospel-driven, practical, insightful, funny, and only 43 pages. Whether you think you're an artist or not, Stephen will inspire you to do what you do better for God's glory.
 
- Bob Kauflin, author of Worship Matters, director of worship for Sovereign Grace Ministries
 
Out of nothing God created matter, out of the unformed matter he formed the world, and then he stood back and enjoyed it all. It was Augustine who suggested musicians do the same thing by embracing unformed silence and order it into tones and notes and symmetry and beauty. And as Stephen so skillfully shows us in this book, this applies to musicians and composers and equally to bankers and bakers, painters and poets, homemakers and handymen. In the ordering of our small portion of the world we image the Creator. I was made to create. You were made to create. And if you're not sure what that means for you, or if you're just not convinced it's true, read this short book to be persuaded and inspired and (maybe most importantly) disciplined for a life of making stuff. 
 
- Tony Reinke, creator of the book Lit! A Christian Guide to Reading Books
 
Stephen Altrogge is a creative guy, and this is a short, easily digestible, Biblical book that will encourage you to be creative and won't cut into your time to be creative.  It's also full of practical scriptural wisdom on taking criticism and the value of working hard.
 
- Ted Kluck, award-winning author of several books, including Facing Tyson: Fifteen Fighters, Fifteen Stories and Dallas and the Spitfire
 
This book is short enough for you to read in an hour, although you may want to take it a few pages at a time, marinating in its wisdom. You'll not only learn how Stephen finds the time to create art in multiple formats, but you'll learn from other skilled creatives as well. In Create, you'll learn how to get started and overcome your fears, how to accept and learn from criticism, how to form habits that will strengthen your creativity, and how to persevere. This will be one of those books that I turn to again and again, when I feel like I've gotten stuck on a sandbar.
 
- Bobby Gilles, songwriter, author, Sojourn Church Director of Communications
 
Creativity is scary. It’s hard work and it’s time consuming. But it’s oh-so-worth it, and in this fantastic little book Stephen Altrogge reminds us why. He points us to the power and significance of God’s creative image in us and with wit and wisdom pushes us to be creators. He encourages the fearful and prods the lazy with grace and humor. Altrogge draws in those who have yet to express the creativity they recognize hidden inside and he launches forth those who already are seeking to honor Christ with their creative endeavors. I will revisit this book often for the encouragement and inspiration it holds.
 
- Barnabas Piper, Blogger and columnist for WorldMag.com
 
Admit it. You saw the title of this book and said, “Oh, I’m not creative…” Stop it. Creativity isn’t limited to fancy wordplay, pretty pictures, or clever major/minor key switches. Creativity isn’t something for a special class of people—it’s for stay-at-home moms, baristas and accountants, too. In Create, Stephen Altrogge offers us practical guidance and encouragement in getting over the fears, excuses and setbacks that prevent us from setting ourselves to the task of being creative to the glory of God. Read this book, get motivated and stop making excuses (although accountants, don’t get too creative—I hear the IRS frowns upon such things).
 
- Aaron Armstrong, author of Awaiting a Savior and Contend, blogger at bloggingtheologically.com
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THE NOT INTRODUCTION (BECAUSE NOBODY READS INTRODUCTIONS)
 
This little book is not only for creative, artsy fartsy types (I’ve always wanted to use the word “fartsy” in a sentence). I believe that God has given every single person creative gifts. Accountants have creative gifts. Painters have creative gifts. Car mechanics have creative gifts. Gas station attendants have creative gifts. You get the point. This book is intended to help you use those gifts. It’s intended to help you stop making excuses and start making stuff for the glory of God. It’s intended to be a proverbial kick in the pants to get you moving and shaking and creating for the honor of God. 
Most of us won’t be Rembrandt or Monet or Warhol, but all of us can (and should!) use our creative gifts to serve God and others. That’s the point of this book. Thanks for reading this not introduction. 
 
 
 

CREATED TO CREATE
 
You’re either creative or you’re not. Right? Some people are right-brain, some people are left brain. Some people are born artists, some are born accountants. The right brain folks paint, take photos, run barefoot through fields of gold, and like laying on their backs at night and counting the stars. The left brain people hunker down in their cubicle bunkers, crunching numbers and creating spreadsheets. The right brain people produce great works of art, the left brain people produce great profit lines. Right brained people create, left brained people…well, we’re not sure what they do. Maybe math. 
That’s a bunch of bologna. Everyone was created to create. It’s hardwired into us by our Maker. Creativity runs in our blood. Don’t believe me? Fine. I understand. You don’t know me, and I could be a pathological liar who is going to ask for your credit card number in a few minutes. So I’ll let the Bible speak for itself. Genesis 1:27 says, “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”
When God created Adam and Eve, He created them “in his own image”. This means that God created humans to be his representatives on the earth. To show the world what God is like. To rule the earth as representatives of the living God. To image God to the world. Every human being is created in the glorious image of God and is meant to show the world what God is like. 
God is a creative master. He cast the stars into space, shaped the planets, spoke billions of animals into existence, and brought forth humans from dirt. God bursts and brims and overflows with creativity. He delights in beauty and in bringing order out of chaos. Some of you artsy painter types like to wear pants that are spattered in paint. It shows the watching world (or at least those who are interested in your pants) that you are an artist. But you’ve got nothing on God. God is the master Creator. His pants are spattered with planets and galaxies. 
Because we are created in the image of God we all have an irresistible impulse to create and to establish order. When a painter brings forth beauty from the chaos of his paint palette, he is reflecting the image of God. When an accountant massages an unruly mass of data into an intelligent sales report, she is reflecting the image of God. When a writer assembles letters into words and words into sentences and sentences into paragraphs and paragraphs into pages and pages into a book, he is reflecting the image of God. When a wife tastefully decorates her house with paint colors and throw pillows, she is reflecting the image of God. When a chef mixes flower and sugar and eggs to create a cake, she is reflecting the image of God. 
God has filled our veins with creative juices. We can’t help it. We must create. We must bring order. We must bring beauty out of chaos. When we create and organize, we honor God by reflecting his image. When we write research papers and novels and to-do lists, we are demonstrating that we we were created to create. God loves to see his people create because he loves to see his image reflected. 
Each of us has been given different creative skills. Creativity is not limited to painting, poetry, writing, and pottery. I love working with words. I love creating sentences that are bursting with images and energy. My wife, Jen, enjoys decorating our house. She uses her God-given creativity to bring life and color and brightness to our home. My friend Erik is a numbers nerd. He loves numbers and charts and statistical analysis. He loves finding patterns in the midst of seemingly random information. My friend Susan loves to sew and bring beautiful things out of random scraps of cloth. My friend Adam loves to cook, blending ingredients to create fantastic meals. My friend Tim loves to work with wood, bringing forth incredible pieces from useless blocks of wood. 
Knowing that we were created to create provides a motive for all of our work. Why should we seek to create and organize and bring beauty out of chaos? Because it honors God! It brings him pleasure. God loves to see his image reflected in his creatures. He loves to see his creatures reflecting his beautiful image. Our God is a creative God and he loves to see us imitating him in our creative work. When we do creative work of any sort we are reflecting the image of God. 
Our motive for doing any sort of creative work, whether that’s writing a novel or creating a Power Point presentation or planting a garden, should be the honor and glory of God. 1 Corinthians 10:31 puts it well when it says, “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” All of our creative work should be done with the aim of glorifying God and showing the world how great he is. Does it matter if we do our work with excellence? It sure does. The glory of God is at stake. When I create something with excellence, I am being like God. I am imitating him and imaging him. God always creates with excellence. The intricacy of the human body is simply staggering. The heart thumps without prompting, flushing oxygen-rich blood throughout the body. Capillaries intersect with veins which intersect with arteries. It all works together. It’s all excellent. It brings God pleasure when I work with excellence too, because I am imitating him.
This little book is intended to inspire you to fulfill your God given job of creating. My hope is that by the end of this book you are inspired and fired up to pursue excellence and create something awesome for the glory of God. Some of you don’t really know how to be creative or make excuses for not being creative. Too tired, too many kids, etc. I hope that this book puts you on the path of creativity and helps you stop making excuses and start making stuff. 
So let’s get to it. 
I challenge you to create. To stop making excuses and get started making stuff. 
 
 
 

OVERCOMING THE FEAR
 
Fear is the great creativity killer. It kills grand ideas while they are still in embryonic stage. It suffocates creativity and squelches brilliant plans. It takes the greatest creative flashes and grinds them to dust. We have great ideas, yet don’t have the courage or guts to take those ideas and make them into a reality. 
The truth is, we’re afraid of failing. We’re afraid that we won’t be able to transport our grand idea from our head onto paper, or spreadsheet, or wood, or film, or batter. We’re afraid that it’s not going to work, can’t work, won’t possibly work. It will be more difficult than we thought. We’ll get halfway into it then run out of steam or run out of ideas. Plus, we’ve got a lot of other things that we need to do. We don’t really have time to pursue this idea.  
We all know what happens when we fail. We look bad. People see that we can’t finish what we started. That we’re “Halfway Harry’s” (I just made that phrase up, by the way). That we’re quitters who don’t have the brains or the guts to finish the things we start. 
Most of us have an image of ourselves. We see ourselves as productive, creative, good idea people. We like to tend that image and keep it in pristine condition. But if I start a new sales project at work and then can’t finish it, I look like a underachieving moron. My boss will look down on me and my coworkers will snicker behind their backs at me. If I tell people that I’m writing a novel and then poop out after writing forty pages, I’ll look like an illiterate loser. If I try to start a new prayer ministry at my church and then no one signs up, I’ll look like Captain Idiot. 
So we never start anything at all. The data analysis project that could save my company a lot of money never leaves my head. The wonderful worship song that could inspire and bless thousands of people never goes beyond a few chords scribbled on paper. The decluttering blog that could help others organize their lives never moves beyond the initial “Hello World!” post. We let our fear of what others think of us keep us from doing God-honoring creative projects. We let our pride and our so called self-image keep us from using our God-given talents and abilities. We care more about bringing honor to ourselves than bringing honor to God. 
Creative work involves risk. If we start something but don’t finish it, we look bad. If we finish something and it’s terrible quality, we look really bad. Nobody likes to look bad. Nobody wants to be known as the guy who writes really lame action novels or paints absolutely awful watercolors. Nobody wants to be the guy who can never finish his ideas. We want to be respected, loved, adored, and admired. We want people to think that we’re smart and well put together. Doing creative work means putting our image on the line and being willing to go down in a giant flaming ball if things don’t work out as planned. 
So how do we get past the fear? How do we kill the fear of failure? How do we silence that little, high-pitched, whiny voice that is always whispering, “You shouldn’t do this, because you might look bad,”?
It starts by getting our priorities straight. Whose approval matters most to us: the approval of others or the approval of God? This really is a crucial question. If we’re constantly dependent on the approval of other people we’ll always be afraid of failure. If we’re constantly needing the affirmation and praise of those around us then we’ll never take any creative risks. We’ll never have the guts to stick our necks out and possibly look silly. Because other people might disapprove of us. They might think that our painting or speech or novel or spreadsheet or organizational blog or hand sewn shirt is pretty lame. And that would sting. We would feel bad about ourselves, which would then lead to us eating a complete bag of Oreos in one sitting. 
One of the glorious truths of the Bible is that if we have repented of our sins and believed in Jesus we are completely accepted in Christ. Ephesians 1:6 says, “In love he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.” We have been adopted as sons and daughters into the family of the living God. We are in the Beloved (Christ). We are fully accepted, loved, embraced, and treasured by God. That status absolutely cannot change. We will never be less loved or accepted by our Father. We don’t need to be addicted to the approval of others because we already have all the approval that we need. 
If someone doesn’t like something we create, who cares? If someone doesn’t “approve” of us and our creativity, does it really matter? We have full acceptance in Christ and that should be enough for us. 
2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” Our identity is rooted in Christ. This is what separates Christian creatives from non-Christian creatives. Our identity is not rooted in what we create it’s rooted in Christ. Our identity is wrapped up in the One who created us, not the things that we create. Our acceptance doesn’t come from our friends or coworkers or fellow artists, it comes from Christ. 
Fear keeps us from honoring God. God has given each one of us gifts that are supposed to be used to bring him honor. When we let fear hold us back we’re not using the gifts that God has given us. We’re being selfish, caring more about our reputation than the honor of God. 
These truths free us to start making stuff without fear. To get busy creating. Quit worrying about whether your boss is going to like your presentation. Quit worrying about whether your friends are going to dig your music. Quit worrying about whether people will actually visit your blog. Quit worrying about whether your worship song will be any good. If nobody likes what you make it’s not the end of the world. If people say, “You get an ‘A’ for effort!”, don’t let it crush you. God still delights in you because of Christ. Plus, there’s a good chance that your family will still love you.
So quit letting fear hold you back from getting started. Yes you might fail. Yes, your highly polished image might get a few dents and scratches. You might not be quite the artist or analyst or songwriter or gardener that you thought. But that’s okay. You’re in Christ, and as long as you’re in Christ you are secure. 
And maybe, just maybe, your blog won’t stink as bad as you think it will. Maybe God will use it to bless or encourage or motivate thousands of people. But you’ll never know if you let fear keep you from getting started. 
I challenge you to overcome your fear and to get started. 
 
QUESTION: What project(s) have you been putting off because of fear? What are you going to do about it?
 
 
 

JUST DO IT
 
I get it. There are lots of reasons why you haven’t started that novel or blog or song or project or piece of furniture. Things have been busy lately. Really busy. You don’t have the free time right now. I mean, with the kids, the job, season 2 of LOST, and all the housework, it’s just not a good time. Once things slow down then you’ll really get started. 
I’m the same way. It never feels like I have enough time in my life. I’ve got a job, I’ve got kids, I’ve got a Playstation 3. My life is full and my backyard is verging on out of control (I think that I spotted a hobo in it last night).
But let me ask you a question: when will it be a good time? When your kids get older? When the stress at work lets up? When you’re retired? My guess is that things aren’t going to get any easier for you. Your life isn’t going to get simpler. There’s never going to be a time when you have hours and hours to yourself. Unless you happen to be in jail, but that’s a different ball of wax altogether. 
My point is this: sometimes we need to quit making excuses and just get started. To get down to the business of making something. There is never a perfect time for doing creative work. I’m always too tired or too busy to do creative work, but I know that the circumstances won’t be any more conducive next week or next month or next decade. The time to get started is today. 
Laziness loves to clothe itself in excuses. In Proverbs 22:13 it says, “The sluggard says, ‘There is a lion outside! I shall be killed in the streets!’” Our laziness can always come up with a reason why we shouldn’t get to work. There’s a lion in the streets! I don’t have the right equipment. I don’t have enough time. I don’t have enough good ideas. I’m not good enough. Other people will think it’s stupid. I’m not really that good. 
The folks who are the most productive and creative are the ones who are always getting started. They have a bias toward action. Toward movement. Toward pushing ahead. They don’t wait for the stars to align or the house to be perfectly quiet. They don’t wait for everyone to approve their idea and tell them how great it is. They just do it. They hit the gas and get going. They strike while the idea is hot. 
God promises that he rewards diligence. He promises that he rewards those who work hard. Who take their talents and get busy putting them to work. 
I’ve also heard people say that their ideas aren’t original enough. That they don’t want to start a creative project until they have something really good and really profound. Something that will blow people out of the water. Something that will revolutionize the world for years to come. But come on, let’s be serious. Do you really think that you’re going to have an original idea that no one else has ever had? Do you really think that you’re going to come up with something completely and wholly original? I know that I never have. Nobody has original ideas. We all beg and borrow and steal from one another. That’s how art and creativity works. 
What you do have is your own unique voice and set of life experiences. God has given you a story that is different from every other story. You won’t be able to write a hymn better than “Amazing Grace”, but you can write a hymn about how amazing grace has transformed your life. God has given you unique gifts, and he wants you to use those gifts to bless other people. Quit trying to have the perfect idea. Quit trying to get everything lined up perfectly in your head. 
In Romans 12:6-8 we read:
 
Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.
 
God has given you gifts of grace, and he wants you to use those gifts. I don’t believe that the gift list above is intended to be exhaustive. There are many more gifts of grace that aren’t listed, and I believe that creativity is one of those gifts. God expects you to use your creative gifts to bring him honor. He doesn’t want you to leave them in the toolbox to rust and rot away. He wants you to get busy creating and making and blessing others with your gifts. 
Oh wait, let me guess. You need to do more research before you can really get started on your project. You don’t have all the information needed to finish the project. That may be true, but do you have enough information to start the project? Sometimes the need to do more research is just an excuse for not getting started. 
It seems to me that once something gets started it takes on a life of its own. It comes alive, like some sort of Frankenstein monster, and begins stumbling and lurching toward the goal. Once it’s alive it’s your responsibility! You must stay on top of it, keep up with it, make sure it reaches home safely. Getting started puts a wonderful pressure on you to stick to the project and to see it to completion. 
So what are you waiting for? Get moving! Get writing, singing, gardening, creating sales reports, painting, or whatever else it is that you’ve been waiting to do. Some of you have been dreaming for years about doing something creative. You’ve had this great idea for a invention simmering in the back of your head but you’ve never done anything about it. Today is the day. 
I challenge you to just do it. Today. 
 
QUESTION: What creative project can you start today? Why haven’t you started it up to this point?
 

BE OKAY WITH BEING OKAY
 
You did it! You finally wrote your first piece of poetry. And it is absolutely awful. I mean, it’s really, really bad. You even managed to include a rhyme about God’s love being like a dove coming down from above. You stare at the piece of paper, furious at yourself for writing such nauseating poetry. You look over your shoulder to ensure that no one has seen you composing the poetic monstrosity. Then and there you resolve that you will never again do creative work. For the rest of your life you will do nothing but watch television and eat Hot Pockets. Because your art is awful. 
But let’s think for a moment. Is it really reasonable for you to think that you’re going to be awesome from the get go? Did you really expect yourself to be the second coming of Jack Kerouak even though you’ve never written a word in your life? Did you really think that you were the next musical prodigy, able to compose fantastic sonatas even though you only know how to play four chords on the piano? It’s a ridiculous line of thinking but it’s a trap that tends to snag artists. For some reason we think that we should be masters from the start. That there shouldn’t be much hard work. That we either have it or we don’t. We tend to treat creativity like magic: we should be able to summon it at will. 
But that’s not how creativity works. Creativity is a muscle that gets stronger with use. When you first start a weight regimen, you’re weak. Your chest is flatter than a golf green and you can barely do two bench presses. But after you’ve spent some serious time in the gym, and possibly shaved your chest, your ability to do bench presses increases. The same goes for creativity. You’re going to stink in the beginning. In fact, you might really stink. But that’s fine. It’s okay. Get used to being lousy for a while. 
As Douglas Wilson says:
 
Be at peace with being lousy for a while. Chesterton once said that anything worth doing was worth doing badly. He was right. Only an insufferable egoist expects to be brilliant first time out.[i]
 
Your first worship song is probably going to be pretty lame. It’s going to sound like something that would be sung in Sunday school. Your lyrics are probably going to contain more cliche’s than a Hallmark card. I guarantee that you’ll use the word “love” at least twenty times. 
But if you’re going to pursue creativity, you’ve got to be okay with being lousy. You’ve got to be okay with stinking it up for a while. Maybe a long while. 
This brings us back to the question of identity. Is your identity wrapped up in your ability to be a poet or blogger or sales manager, or is your identity wrapped up in Christ? If your identity is somehow tied to the things that you create you will not be okay with being lousy. Because being lousy can be pretty embarrassing. Nothing is more awkward than reading someone a first draft and hearing them say, a little too enthusiastically, “Well, it’s certainly a start!”  
But, if your identity is tied into Christ, you can be okay with being just okay. It doesn’t matter what people think about you because you are rooted in Christ. As Paul says in Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” Paul’s identity was wrapped in Christ, who lived in him. The opinions of others did not rule him. His success or failure in ministry did not rule him. Christ ruled him. 
Your identity is as a Christian, not as an artist. If your art stinks and people think that your art is childish, that’s okay, because your security doesn’t come from other people. It comes from Christ. 
And we should expect to put out a lot of crappy material at the beginning. Actually we should expect to put out a lot of crappy material for the duration of our careers, but especially at the beginning. Babies poop a lot more frequently early in life. I think that illustration works. 
Ira Glass, producer of the radio show This American Life, says:
 
What nobody tells people who are beginners — and I really wish someone had told this to me . . . is that all of us who do creative work, we get into it because we have good taste. But there is this gap. For the first couple years you make stuff, and it’s just not that good. It’s trying to be good, it has potential, but it’s not.
 
But your taste, the thing that got you into the game, is still killer. And your taste is why your work disappoints you. A lot of people never get past this phase. They quit. Most people I know who do interesting, creative work went through years of this. We know our work doesn’t have this special thing that we want it to have. We all go through this. And if you are just starting out or you are still in this phase, you gotta know it’s normal and the most important thing you can do is do a lot of work. Put yourself on a deadline so that every week you will finish one story.
 
It is only by going through a volume of work that you will close that gap, and your work will be as good as your ambitions. And I took longer to figure out how to do this than anyone I’ve ever met. It’s gonna take awhile. It’s normal to take awhile. You’ve just gotta fight your way through.[ii]
 
Remember, God rewards diligence and perseverance. It takes diligence and perseverance to become proficient at anything. It takes hard work to master something. And even when we are proficient at a craft, we should expect that our first couple efforts on any project will be pretty lousy. 
Anne Lamott says:
 
Almost all good writing begins with terrible first efforts. You need to start somewhere. Start by getting something - anything - down on paper. A friend of mine says that the first draft is the down draft - you just get it down. The second draft is the up draft - you fix it up. You try to say what you have to say more accurately. And the third draft is the dental draft, where you check every tooth, to see if it’s loose or cramped or decayed, or even, God help us, healthy.[iii]
 
If your identity is found in Christ, you can be okay with terrible first efforts. And second efforts. And third efforts. Don’t let your initial results discourage you. Stick with it. Sharpen your skills. Pray that God will help you grow in whatever creative endeavor you are pursuing. God loves to reward hard work and diligence. 
Trying to be perfect all the time takes the fun out of creativity. You’re not going to be perfect in the beginning, and you’ll be far from perfect by the time your creative career comes to end. So be okay with being okay. Because hopefully, someday, you’ll be better than okay.
I challenge you to be okay with being okay.
 
QUESTION: Is trying to be perfect holding you back from creative work? What are you going to do about it?
 
 
 


[i] Douglas Wilson, Wordsmithy: Hot Tips for the Writing Life, (Moscow: Canon Press, 2011), 81.
[ii] As cited on http://writerunderground.com/2011/04/28/ira-glass-on-creativity-or-the-gap-between-our-taste-and-our-work/ [Accessed 05-16-12]
[iii] Anne Lamott, Bird By Bird, (New York: Anchor Books), 25-26.
SLOW AND STEADY
 
Starting a creative project can be terribly overwhelming. The blank computer screen stares at you malevolently, daring you to type a few letters, daring you to start, daring you to move. Your guitar lounges lazily in the corner of your room, smoking a cigarette, waiting for you to make a move, to put the lyrics in your head to music. 
The thought of getting started and seeing a project to completion is really intimidating. How could you possibly have enough material to write an entire book? How could you possibly create a website that would bless people? Where are you going to find that kind of time? And what if you run out of ideas? 
I’ve got a full time job and three young kids. I can’t take three months to travel around the world and then write a book about it. Time is at a premium. I don’t have the time or the money to take a three day creative retreat in the Adirondack Mountains. I can’t live in a cabin in the woods by myself, writing poetry and pondering the mysteries of the universe. The main reason that I can’t live in a cabin by myself is that I would probably get dysentery and die within a short period of time. But I also don’t have the time or the money.
But I do have twenty minutes here and there. I can take twenty minutes during the day to scratch out a few thoughts for a book or write down a few song lyrics. And what I’ve discovered is that after a while those twenty minute bursts grow into something substantial. I’ve published three books and written two more that weren’t published (because they were terrible and I didn’t like them). Most of the material in those books was written in little spurts. I’ve never been one of those guys who can focus on a project for eight hours at a time. I can’t drink four Red Bulls and then enter the creative zone for twelve hours. My brain is weak. I can usually work on a project for thirty minutes to an hour before I need a break. But when you pile enough thirty minute sessions on top of each other you can get a book. 
When you start a creative project don’t look at the end, look at the next step in front of you. What is the next step you need to take on your project? Pick a title? Write an opening paragraph? Collect a bit of data? Create a little guitar riff? Sew a few stitches? Focus only on accomplishing the next step, on moving forward a little bit. 
In Proverbs 12:27 it says, “Whoever is slothful will not roast his game, but the diligent man will get precious wealth.” This verse contains the secret to creativity. Diligent, consistent, faithful work will secure creative wealth. You don’t have to hole yourself up in a cabin in the woods for days on end, but you do need to be diligent. To keep focusing on the next step and keep moving forward. To work faithfully and with diligence. 
In Proverbs 12:24 it says, “The hand of the diligent will rule…” When I start a creative project I’m not usually sure how it’s all going to work out. I don’t know where all the resources are going to come from or how I’m going to find enough time to complete the project. I don’t know what the song is going to sound like when it’s finished or how the story will finally come together. But I do know that if I’m diligent to keep taking small steps I will be rewarded. I will finish the project. I’ll get er’ done. So keep moving forward. One step at a time. In the words Dr. Leo Marvin, “Baby steps.” (see What About Bob?)
The great preacher Charles Spurgeon said:
 
A journey of a thousand miles is begun with a step.  Beware of despising small beginnings.  Some men never arrive at usefulness because they are not satisfied to begin in a small way, and proceed by a step at a time.[iv]
 
Most of us don’t start creative projects because we’re not satisfied to begin in a small way. We’re not content to proceed step by little step. We want to know how everything is going to work out. We can’t see the end so we never start the journey. Author E.L. Doctorow said, “Writing is like driving at night in the fog. You can only see as far as your headlights, but you can make the whole trip that way.”[v] 
So get started on whatever it is that you’ve been thinking about doing but never had the guts to do. God rewards diligence. He rewards faithfulness. He rewards small beginnings and little steps. You don’t have to have the entire project mapped out in intricate detail. All you have to know is what comes next. 
You don’t have to know exactly how you will finish your project. You don’t have to wait for the right conditions to start your project. If you wait for the right conditions, when the house is quiet and the kids are in bed and your creative muse is in high gear you’ll never do anything. 
Author Cory Doctorow gives the following helpful advice:
 
When I'm working on a story or novel, I set a modest daily goal — usually a page or two — and then I meet it every day, doing nothing else while I'm working on it. It's not plausible or desirable to try to get the world to go away for hours at a time, but it's entirely possible to make it all shut up for 20 minutes. Writing a page every day gets me more than a novel per year — do the math — and there's always 20 minutes to be found in a day, no matter what else is going on.[vi]
 
You probably can’t set aside hours and hours to get started on a new project. So set aside twenty minutes. Or ten minutes. Or five minutes. Whatever. Write one hundred words on a new blog post. Create two slides for your presentation at work. Sketch five or six lines in your sketchbook. Make two stitches on a piece of clothing. Little by little those things add up. 
Our culture loves the idea of an inspired artist going into a two-day creative frenzy and emerging with a masterpiece. That’s a bunch of crap. Most creative works are the result of faithful effort, not massive creative outbursts. The folks who produce the most creative output are the ones who plod along faithfully, day after day, putting down a few words here and a few scribblings there. Maybe they have a flash of inspiration every once in a while, but it’s rare. 
Prolific author Douglas Wilson says:
 
I believe in plodding. Productivity is more a matter of diligent, long- distance hiking than it is one-hundred-yard dashing. Doing a little bit now is far better than hoping to do a lot on the morrow. So redeem the fifteen minute spaces. Chip away at it. For example, I have a stack of six books that I am working through most weekday mornings -- a page or two of each every time I sit down to read. I do the same thing with writing -- if you have time for a little bit, then do a little bit.[vii]
 
The most consistently creative people are the ones who plod a little bit every day. We live in a culture of immediate gratification. I post something witty on Facebook and within a few minutes ten people have informed me that they liked it. Bam. Instant popularity. I’m getting my fifteen minutes of fame in seven second doses. No plodding needed. 
This mentality doesn’t work well when it comes to creative work. Doing good creative work requires faithfulness and diligence and persistence. It requires a heavy dose of stick-to-it-iveness. It requires sitting your butt down, rolling up your sleeves, and getting started. You don’t have to know exactly how you’re going to finish the project, if you’re willing to give it fifteen minutes a day you will finish the project. 
Stephen King said, “Whether it’s a vignette of a single page or an epic trilogy like The Lord of the Rings, the work is always accomplished one word at a time.”[viii]  Anne Lamott says, “You don’t have to see where you’re going, you don’t have to see your destination or everything that will pass along the way. You just have to see two or three feet ahead of you. This is right up there with the best advice about writing, or life, I have ever heard.”[ix]
So fire up your computer. Get out your guitar. Open up your spreadsheet. Get the baking sheets out. Take one step forward. Write one word, chord, data point. Simply get moving. Quit waiting for things to be perfect because they never will be. Remember, God honors faithfulness. The most productive, creative people are the ones who are faithful. They plod along slowly. It may take them a while to reach the goal but they will reach it. 
I challenge you to be slow and steady.
 
QUESTION: Is starting a creative project intimidating for you? How can you set up your schedule in order to take advantage of short periods of time?
 


[iv] Charles Spurgeon, Salt Cellars, (Amazon Digital Services), location 275.
[v] Cited by Anne Lamott, Bird By Bird, 18.
[vi] See http://http://www.locusmag.com/Features/2009/01/cory-doctorow-writing-in-age-of.html [accessed 05-15-12]
[vii] See http://www.dougwils.com/Autobiographical-Fragments/The-Fruitfulness-of-Plodding.html [accessed 05-15-12] 
[viii] Stephen King, On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft, (New York, Scribner, 2000), 151.
[ix] Lamott, Bird By Bird, 18.
MAKE IT A HABIT
 
Few things are more powerful than habits. Every morning I wake up and drink coffee. It’s a habit that is burned deep into my DNA. If I can’t drink coffee in the morning bad things happen. If I don’t have a cup of coffee I cannot be held responsible for my actions. At this point I make and drink coffee by instinct. I don’t have to think about it or debate it in my head. I just do it. The habit compels me to do it every single day without missing a single day.
Being a successful creator requires making a habit out of creativity. The most consistently creative people are the ones who have made creativity a habit. They sit down at their desk every single day and do the work. They may not work for long periods of time, but they do work consistently. They don’t wait for the creative muse to descend upon them. They sit down, grab the muse by the ear, and start putting words on paper or numbers in a spreadsheet or paint on a canvas. The muse does not descend upon those who wait. The creative muse descends upon those who grab hold of it, put it in a headlock, and force it into submission. 
In Proverbs 6:6-11 it says:
 
Go to the ant, O sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise. 
Without having any chief, officer, or ruler, she prepares her bread in summer and gathers her food in harvest. How long will you lie there, O sluggard? When will you arise from your sleep? A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest, and poverty will come upon you like a robber, and want like an armed man.
 
This isn’t a scripture about the biology of an ant, it’s a scripture about habitual hard work. The lazy sluggard lies on his couch, waiting for creativity to strike like a lightning bolt. He waits for the flash of inspiration but does nothing to generate the flash. He loves the idea of being a writer but doesn’t actually want to do any writing. He loves the idea of being a worship song writer but can’t seem to summon the strength to actually get to work. He’s got lots of excuses, of course. He doesn’t have time to work on worship songs. He doesn’t know what to write about. People probably won’t like his worship songs anyway. The church has plenty of good worship songs already. 
In response to that attitude the Bible points us to the ant. The ant faithfully, habitually gathers food in the summer. The result? He has food in the lean winter months. The point is, habitual hard work always generates results. God honors diligence. He honors habits. He honors regular, faithful, boring hard work. If you wait for the creative flash of genius you’ll never produce anything. But if you habitually sit down and get to work God will honor that.
Stephen King says:
 
There is a muse, but he’s not going to come fluttering down into your writing room and scatter creative fairy-dust all over your typewriter or computer station. He’s a basement guy. You have to descend to his level, and once you get down there you have to furnish an apartment for him to live in. You have to do all the grunt labor, in other words, while the muse sits and smokes cigars and admires his bowling trophies and pretends to ignore you.[x]
 
In other words, don’t wait for the muse to strike. Strike first. Throw the first sucker punch. Catch the muse off guard. Make creativity your habit. Be like the ant, faithfully working little by little. 
The creative habit doesn’t have to be something incredible. You don’t have to resolve to write a new song every single day for the rest of your life. You’re not Chris Tomlin, for crying out loud. Write a few lines every day. Write two blog posts a week. Spend twenty minutes over your lunch hour diagramming a prototype for your invention. Spend fifteen minutes in the garden after the kids are down for bed. If possible, find a time and a place, and then lock into that habit. Are you a morning person? Spend twenty minutes in the morning working on your project. Are you an evening person? Then work in the darkness. 
Honestly, I haven’t really gotten this figured out yet. There have been stretches where I’ve spent thirty minutes every morning writing, and those stretches have some of my most productive. But I’m still trying to figure out which times work best for me. 
Face it, life is crazy. It’s busy and full. If creativity isn’t a habit there’s a good chance that it won’t happen at all. Ever. Television always wins out over hard, creative work. So what will your creative habit be? Will you regularly carve time out of your schedule to simply sit down and do the work? 
When Anne Lamott’s students ask her how to write, this is how she responds:
 
You sit down, I say. You try to sit down at approximately the same time every day. This is how you train your unconscious to kick in for you creatively…It is a matter of persistence and faith and hard work. So you might as well just go ahead and get started.[xi]
 
Go ahead and get started. 
I challenge you to make a habit of it.
 
QUESTION: What is one way you can make a habit of creativity?
 


[x] King, On Writing, 138.
[xi] Lamott, Bird By Bird, 6-7.
KEEP AT IT
 
I can promise you that you will be tempted to give up on your creative endeavor. When your blog only gets seven visits per day, and three of those are from your mother, you will be tempted to give up. When you play one of your songs for a friend and they say in an overly patronizing voice, “Well, that was…nice,” you’ll be tempted to set your guitar on fire and give up songwriting forever. When you show someone a painting and they cock their head to the side and say, “So…what exactly is it?”, you’ll be tempted to give up. You will go through rough patches when it feels like you’re spinning your creative wheels. 
But one of the key rules of godly creativity is persistence in the face of adversity. Sticking to it. Fighting through the rough patches. Keeping going even when you feel like quitting. Finishing what you started. 
If our creative work truly is for the honor of God, we should be willing to see it through to the end. We should be willing to stick it out. 1 Corinthians 15:58 says, “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” Doing creative work for the Lord requires being steadfast and immovable, always pushing forward, always pressing through difficulty. It requires that we continue to labor even when the results weren’t quite what we were hoping for. 
If our work is for the Lord our ultimate reward comes from the Lord as well. He will honor our diligent efforts to serve him. If we are seeking to be creative for the glory of God, he will reward us. One of the primary fruits that God produces in Christians is faithfulness. He teaches us to be faithful with our families and faithful with our jobs and faithful with our churches. This faithfulness should carry over into our creative endeavors as well. If we give up easily on a project that we believe will honor the Lord, we’re not being faithful. We’re being lazy, and we’re actually being selfish. We’re not allowing others to benefit from the creative gifts that God has given us. God expects us to be faithful. 
I find the words of Donna Tartt helpful: 
 
It is just pebble by pebble by pebble by pebble. I write one sentence until I am happy with it until I go on to the next one and write that one until I am happy with it. And I look at my paragraph and if I am not happy with that I'll write the paragraph until I'm happy with it and then I go on this way.[xii]
 
I love the idea of working faithfully, stacking pebble upon pebble. When you are mired in the middle of your novel and have no idea where to go, don’t give up. Don’t tap out. Ask God for creativity and faithfulness, then keep working pebble by pebble. Construct the next word, then the next sentence. Don’t worry about how you’re going to get to the end. Don’t try to stare through the fog and find the finish line. Don’t even worry about how you’re going to complete the chapter. Just add in one pebble at a time. 
When you’re tempted to give up on your worship song because the chorus sounds like it was written by a two year-old, don’t give up! Pray for the power of faithfulness and then work pebble by pebble. Don’t work on the whole chorus, work on the first line of the chorus. Ask God to help you complete that single pebble and then move on to the next one. Eventually the pebbles will add up and you’ll have a new chorus or a new chapter or a new painting or a new Power Point presentation. 
We tend to give up because we look too far ahead. We can’t see what is coming next, which then leads us to stall out. We freak out. We spin our wheels. Then we give up. 
We also tend to give up because we’re lazy. We don’t have the motivation to keep going, to keep pushing, to keep striving. I can relate to that. I battle laziness a lot. I like watching television as much as the next guy. I like crashing on the couch with a bag of chips, a remote control, and channels full of possibilities. But when we’re tempted to give up on a project we need to ask God to empower us for diligence. 
Proverbs 13:4 says, “The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing, while the soul of the diligent is richly supplied.” The lazy person wishes that they could be a writer. They may even scratch out a few pages of the next great American novel. But then they lose steam. Laziness takes over and they never finish their project. The lazy person loves the idea of being a writer but doesn’t like the actual writing part of being a writer. The diligent person, however, is richly supplied. In other words, they get results. Their hard works pays off. All the sweat and blood and tears and tired eyes pays off in the end. 
I challenge you to not give up. Don’t let laziness sabotage your project. Don’t crave being creative, actually be creative. 
 
QUESTION: What project is tempting you to give up? What’s the next pebble that you need to add?
 


[xii] See http://www.advicetowriters.com/home/2010/6/11/pebble-by-pebble-by-pebble.html [Accessed 05-15-12]
TAKE IT LIKE A MAN
 
Artists have a reputation for being sensitive, misunderstood souls who recoil at the slightest hint of disapproval. If you criticize their work they convulse with agony and anger, furious at you for not understanding the beautiful depths of their art. They live their lives on the knife edge between passion and insanity. They need approval, affirmation, support, and possibly a hug and a back rub. They need to be understood. Recognized. Admired. 
Whatever. Personally I think that’s a bunch of crap. If you are going to create something to be viewed by others, you will be criticized. Some people will call you a brilliant master, possibly the reincarnation of Beethoven. Others will call you a pathetic monkey who wouldn’t recognize art if it slapped him in the face. That’s the nature of doing creative work. Not everyone will like what you create. In fact, lots of people won’t like it all. They’ll think it’s terrible. They’ll think that you should give up creative work and do something more productive. Creative folks need to have thick skin and be able to take criticism like a man. This is especially true for the Christian creative. 
If we’re truly seeking to glorify God through creativity, then we should be open to all manner of advice, suggestions, and even criticisms. God created us to be dependent on other people, and this is true in the creative field as well. I need other people to help me improve my creative projects. I need friends who will give me honest feedback on a song. I need friends who will tell me that the most recent chapter I wrote was lame and boring. If I want my creative project to be truly good and truly honoring to the Lord, I need the eyes of others upon it. That’s just the way it is. I don’t have perfection within myself. I need other people. 
In Proverbs 12:15 it says, “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man listens to advice.” The fool is convinced that his creative work is flawless. A beautiful gem of artistic glory. His song is perfect just the way it is. No changes necessary. It’s already a masterpiece, ready to be unleashed upon the adoring masses. If someone suggests a change or criticizes the song, the fool fights back. He defends his song like it’s his first born child. He tries to help his criticizer better understand the song and feel the depths of passion that inhabit the song. He doesn’t want to hear criticism. He’s right in his own eyes. 
The wise creative person, on the other hands, hoards criticism and suggestions. She knows that the first draft of her blog post is going to be pretty lame, so she asks for feedback. For input. For criticism. No sentence is sacred, no word is untouchable. It’s all on the workbench, waiting to be shaped and cut, trimmed and molded. The wise creative person asks for the input and help of others. 
Speaking of writers, Douglas Wilson says:
 
You have to have that rare combination of thick skin and tender heart. Most writers get it backwards and have a tender skin and a thick heart. This means that criticism gets a spectacular reaction but no substantive changes. The writer and his friends have the addition of a little more drama for their lives, which they probably didn’t need, but nothing gets accomplished. Rather, when someone offers criticism, there should be very little drama and an eager and substantive desire to learn from the criticisms.[xiii]
 
Don’t be a drama queen (or king) when it comes to receiving criticism. Take it like a man. Receive it as a blessing from God to make your creative work better. Don’t get defensive or go into silent mode. Don’t try to keep explaining why you did something a particular way. Don’t make obscure references to art theory. Listen, take notes, push back a little where necessary. Criticism really is a blessing. 
Proverbs 27:6 says, “Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses of an enemy.” If your friends really care about you, they’ll tell you when your song stinks. They won’t let you go on believing that you’ve just written the next “Stairway To Heaven”. They’ll give it to you straight up with no dilution. But you’ve got to make sure they feel comfortable delivering the criticism. Ask them about specific words or lines or sentences. “How does this strike you?” Or, “Do you think that this line works here, or should I put it somewhere else?” Sometimes we have to draw criticism out of people, especially if they’re our friends. They don’t want to hurt our feelings. They don’t want to discourage our efforts. Our job is to make sure that they feel comfortable picking at every little piece of our creative work. 
And let me just say something here: there’s a real good chance that your first pass at a creative project is going to be in need of serious help. Do you really, honestly think that you can create a masterpiece on the first try, with no further adjustments? Do you really think that your first painting is going to be on par with Picasso? Do you really think that your first draft of a poem is going to knock it out of the park? Okay, I’ll admit, I’ve had those thoughts. But that’s ridiculous. God has created us as limited, dependent creatures. We aren’t in sole possession of all creative ideas. We need the gifts and ideas and observations that God has given to others. 
If we don’t pursue feedback there’s a pretty good chance that our creative work isn’t going to be very good. We may get lucky every now and then and produce something decent, but overall we’ll be stuck in mediocrity. 
Again, to quote Anne Lamott:
 
I know some very great writers, writers you love who write beautifully and have made a great deal of money, and not one of them sit down routinely feeling wildly enthusiastic and confident. Not one of them write elegant first drafts. All right, one of them does, but we do not like her very much.[xiv]
 
Even the best writers need the help and feedback of others. Even the best writers write really lame first drafts. God has created us to need other people. We are dependent on others.
The reason we don’t ask for the input of others is because we’re proud. We don’t like criticism. It’s hard to maintain our pristine, artist image when people criticize us. In James 4:6 it says, “But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”
Do you want God to bless your creative work? I do! I don’t want God opposing my creative work, I want him to bless it. How do we secure that blessing? By being humble. By seeking out the opinions of others and listening to those opinions. 
I challenge you to take criticism like a man. Like a man taking a punch.
 
QUESTION: Do you ask others to give you feedback on your creative projects? 
 
 
 


[xiii] Wilson, Wordsmithy, 87.
[xiv] Lamott, Bird By Bird, 21-22.
TAKE IT ALL IN
 
You did it! You finally created your first…creation. Short story, novel, blog post, quilt, song, garden, whatever. You stuck to it, you pushed and prayed through the hard parts, you got feedback from others, and you finally completed the project. Congratulations! You’re a real deal artist. You can start wearing pants that have paint spattered all over them (even if you don’t paint) and wearing Che Guevera t-shirts. You can start calling yourself an artist. 
Now you’re fired up to do your second project. You’ve tasted the sweet nectar and now you’re coming back for more (okay, that sentence was way too dramatic…sorry). There’s just one slight problem: you’re out of ideas. You wrote one song, but gosh darn it, you don’t have any more ideas. The well is dry and panic is starting to set in. You’re a one hit wonder. You’re the Baja Men (see “Who Let the Dogs Out”) of the blog world. You’re never going to produce another creative thing again. 
Relax, okay. Go drink some chamomile tea, or take a nature walk, or whatever it is you do to relax. Then read Psalm 24:1, which says, “The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein…” God created the world. Everything in the world belongs to him and everything in the world is infused with his creativity. The world is literally busting at the seams with the creativity of God. There are ideas lurking around every corner! Creativity is everywhere. We just need to be on the lookout for it.
My creative philosophy can be boiled down to one sentence: Take in a lot, put out a lot, throw away a lot. The first part of that sentence is really important for me. If I’m going to be creative I need to take in a lot. Of everything. If I want to write songs I need to listen to a ton of music. And I do. I listen to music constantly. In the car, at home, at work, while I’m jogging, while I’m playing with my girls. Music is a constant in my life. 
If I’m going to do any sort of writing I need to be reading until my brain is ready to bust. And I do. Thanks to the glories of the Amazon Kindle, I read around seven or eight books at a time. Do I remember everything I read? Of course not. Do I benefit the same from everything I read? No. But I’m always trying to be reading something. Novels, history, humor, even comics. If I’m going to have writing ideas I need to have my brain constantly stimulated. 
You can’t expect to have many creative ideas if you’re not constantly exposing yourself to the creative ideas of others. If you want to be a blogger, read a lot of blogs. If you want to be a quilter, read a lot of magazines on quilting (I assume such a thing exists). If you want to be a songwriter, listen to music until your ears bleed (from quantity, not volume). We need the winds of fresh ideas constantly blowing through our brains. We need constant exposure to the creative ideas of other people. Our brains don’t constantly generate ideas on their own. We need to be exposed to the creativity of others. 
Pastor Bryan Chapell, writing to preachers, says:
 
Nothing of life goes by us without notice. Preachers who illustrate well do not wait passively for the world to offer them something significant to note. Rather, we steal from the world the treasures others do not notice or do not have the opportunity to display. There is beauty in an oil slick, irony in a detergent ad, pageantry in a barn lot, and grief in an abandoned railroad track if the preacher [or any creative] will but see it.[xv]
 
The same is true for any type of creative work. To gain new ideas we must constantly be exposing ourselves to the treasures of the world. We need to keep our eyes and our minds open. Remember, the creativity of God is everywhere. We simply need to see it, and then let that spark new ideas. 
So when you’re running out of ideas, go for a walk through the woods. Read a novel. Watch a movie. Listen to a new album. Read a house decorating blog. Expose your stale brain to something new and fresh. 
Stephen King says, “If you want to be a writer, you must do two things above all others; read a lot and write a lot. There’s no way around these two things that I’m aware of, no shortcut.”[xvi]
What does this look like for me in real life? I subscribe to a service called Rdio, which lets me listen to as much music as I want for ten bucks a month. Like I said before, I listen to a lot of music. I fill up a lot of spare moments with music. 
I also read a lot of books on my Kindle. Actually, I use the Kindle app on the iPad, which I like even better. Sometimes I’ll jog on my treadmill and read a book at the same time. Sort of nerd/jock combo, if you will. I read pretty much every night before bed as well. 
I use Google Reader for blog reading. I’m subscribed to a bazillion blogs and I usually try to fly through them every day, only pausing to look at ones that I think might be interesting. 
That about sums it up. I take in a lot of raw material which gives me a lot of raw ideas which can then be shaped into decent ideas. 
You’re not going to have much creativity if you’re not filling your brain with ideas. You’ve got to give your brain creative fuel. 
I challenge you to start taking a lot in so that you can get those ideas flowing. 
 
QUESTION: What is one way you can increase your creative input?
 
 


[xv] Bryan Chapell, Christ Centered Preaching, (Grand Rapids, Baker Press, 1994), 180.
[xvi] King, On Writing, 139.
SHARE THE LOVE
 
Hopefully by this point in the book you’ve come to the conclusion that you can do creative work and that you will do creative work. If you haven’t come to that conclusion…well, I guess this book wasn’t so great after all. But I am in faith that you will do creative work for the glory of God.
Now, let me end this book by challenging you to do one final thing: share your work with others. If you write a worship song, don’t keep it to yourself. Don’t let your fear of what others think prevent your from sharing your gift with others. Play it for the worship leader in your church. Ask him to help you improve it. Ask him what it would take to do the song on a Sunday. Use your creative gifts to bless others. 
Think strategically about how you can use your creative gifts to bless other people. Could you write a poem that would bless someone in your church? A woman in my church writes poems and then shares them with another woman in the church as a way of blessing that woman. I love that. It’s creativity and servanthood wrapped together. 
Could you use your creative cooking skills to bless a family in the church? Could you use your woodworking ability to serve someone? Could you use your ability to paint to be a blessing to others? My grandpa is 93 years old. For the last fifteen years he has painted birthday cards for members of my church. Folks love getting these cards. They frame them and hang them on their walls. My grandpa estimates that he’s painted around 5,000 birthday cards. Talk about blessing others with creativity. 
My point is, don’t wait for other people to ask about your creative work. Actively share it with them. Quit caring so much about what people will think and focus instead on how you can bless people. Stop waiting for people to reach out to you and choose you. Reach out to others and share the gifts that God has given. 
In Romans 12:6-8 it says: 
 
Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.
 
The point of this passage is that everyone has gifts from God, and those gifts are to be used to bless others. If you have creative gifts, don’t be a gift hog! Don’t do art for the sake of art, or however that saying goes. Be creative for the glory of God and for the sake of others. 
Don’t get me wrong, being creative is personally rewarding. I’m not discounting that at all. But others need to benefit from your creative gifts as well. Are you good at photography? Then get busy taking photos for people. Are you good at finances? Serve your church on the finance team. Are you good at organizing? Then connect with someone who is unorganized and help them get their life together. 
The Christian life is a life of community and togetherness. God doesn’t intend for us to live Lone Ranger lives, enjoying our gifts all by our lonesome. He intends us to have a servant mentality. A sharing mentality. A mentality of using our gifts to actively bless others. 
Are you doing that? Are others benefiting from your gift of writing? Are others benefiting from your gift of painting or organizing or budgeting or car repair? God has give you creative gifts. 
I challenge you to use your creative gifts to bless others. 
 
QUESTION: Are you using your creative gifts to bless others? If not, why not?
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