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Introduction
This book is to prepare us to walk as sons. There is one basic truth that must be incorporated into our lives before we can stand against the spiritual warfare that comes against walking as a mature son in Christ. The foundation of sonship is that it is always about who the Lord Jesus Christ is in us and to us, not about us individually. All of the satanic deception that wars against sons coming into maturity is related to worthiness. Impartation and appropriation are the true means by which we come into all that God has for us. Both impartation and appropriation are operations of our faith. We learn to receive from the Lord on the basis of His worthiness, never our own. He imparts and we appropriate. This is the revelation of grace.
It’s imperative that we learn the following basic premise of sonship and satan’s battle against it: We stand on the basis of God’s word in our lives, never on our own personal worthiness. Satan’s strongest weapon against us is condemnation. We never excuse our flesh nature but we must never be stopped by it either. This again is the revelation of grace. From spiritual infancy to mature sonship, spiritual growth will always be according to Eph. 2:
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;
9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.
Grace must be understood as God’s plan for ensuring that the disobedience of Adam and Eve never occurs again. How is this accomplished? Grace becomes the vehicle through which God’s own nature is formed in us. This formation of His nature in us ensures against future defeat like that of Adam and Eve’s. The Lord Himself becomes the victory in us. This is in accordance with Rom. 8:
3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh,
4 so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
The victory of the Lord Jesus Christ is the eternal victory over sin and death. His victory can only live in us through grace. The following are three definitions of grace this book explores:
Grace is the wonderful, mystical, mysterious means by which God creates Himself in us.
Grace is the vehicle by which all of God’s righteousness is transferred to us.
Grace is divine enabling as expressed by Paul in 1st Cor. 15:10:
“But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me.”
All Scripture is taken from the New American Standard Bible unless otherwise stated. Capitalized passages indicate quotes from the Old Testament.



 
Why Grace?
Why is our salvation through grace? Why isn’t it based on the legalism of the Old Testament law? The obvious answer is that mankind is incapable of attaining the righteousness of God in itself so Christ had to die that He might impart it to us. This is a true statement, but it goes deeper. The only guarantee God has against His people ever succumbing again to the temptations of the Garden of Eden is that He Himself becomes the victory in them. God’s people are literally to become a new race of people. This is accomplished through His grace, which enables them to become partakers of His righteousness.
Every time we open our hearts to receive His grace towards us, something of His goodness and love is imparted to our spirits. This is how we change. After awhile, we find our love for God driving us to be pleasing to Him in every aspect of our lives. This is what Paul meant in 2nd Cor. 5:
14 For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died;
15 and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf.
16 ¶ Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no longer.
17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.
Verse 17 speaks of becoming a new creature, or literally a new creation. This is the new race of people God is creating. They are a new race in Christ. He becomes the victory in them, the guarantee against any future falling.
Rom. 8:
1 ¶ Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.
3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh,
4 so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
Walking according to the Spirit is walking by grace. The two are synonymous. Too much of what is called walking in the Spirit is nothing more than dead religious achievement. Any time we feel “spiritual” it’s a given that we are walking in a religious manner. Walking in the Spirit is a walk with a perpetual awareness of His goodness beamed toward us, especially in the face of our corrupt adamic nature. Grace is learning to live with Christ’s victory in us, not our own self attained victory. All of God’s dealings in our lives, what we call the work of the cross, are intended to lead us into receiving His grace. God’s grace is His freely giving Himself to us. It all sounds so easy, yet nothing is harder for the adamic life in us than to let go and concede defeat. It is driven to make up for its inadequacies through personal works and achievement. So, God allows things to run their course in us. He allows all that is corrupt in Adam to surface that we might be so overwhelmed that our spirits open up to receive grace. God becoming the victory in us is His foolproof plan for the success of His creation. It must be understood, though, that His victory in us is something of a paradox. There will be never be a time when we feel adequate in ourselves; Christ’s victory will always be HIS victory, not our own. Yet His victory becomes so intertwined with our spirits it becomes impossible to separate the two. We will perpetually see His victory as something apart from us and glorify God for it. At the same time, we will have the awareness that His victory is also our victory; thus the wonder of grace.
Grace is the vehicle for our transformation into mature sons of God. This glorifies the Lord. Religious works only glorify the one performing them. In this new day of His kingdom opening up, Christ alone will be glorified. Thus, grace becomes the chief emphasis. The manifestation of the Kingdom of God in our midst is a celebration of God’s grace. How hard it is for the adamic nature to accept this! This is why Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven (Mat. 18:1-3).” The day of His Kingdom is a day of becoming as little children. There is no place in the kingdom of God for the “grown-up” pseudo maturity of Adam. Whatever we feel we have attained in the way of spiritual maturity must be laid down to receive the true maturity, which is, “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” True maturity is the product of grace and it glorifies only Christ. It is according to 1st Cor. 1:30-31: “But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, so that, just as it is written, “LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD.”



 
Grace: Divine Enablement
Grace has been largely misunderstood by the bulk of Christianity. The usual definition goes something like this: “Grace is God’s unmerited favor.” But that’s not God’s covenant of grace with us at all. The grace of God is designed to create in us, not simply show mercy. Paul wrote, “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me.” The will of God was created in Paul and through Paul by the means of grace. The grace of God in Paul’s life produced something.
What we have to understand is that God’s grace is given that we might attain to the measure of the stature that belongs to the fullness of Christ (Eph. 4:7-16). Grace should be defined as divine enablement! He enables us to become what we could never attain through our own efforts. This is why what we are in our flesh nature is not a hindrance to becoming. His grace releases us from the requirements of the law and renders it invalid in its claims upon our lives. It is His grace that enables us to see the adamic nature crucified. We are free to be all that God has purposed for us!
God has made a covenant with us in Christ. But every covenant requires the participation of all concerned. We have a responsibility, like Paul, to see that God’s covenant with us does not prove vain.
2st Pet. 1:
2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;
3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.
4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.
Notice how the above passages begin with, “Grace and peace be multiplied to you…” God has made provision for us. Grace is the divine enablement to walk in that provision. God has nothing less than our perfection in mind. We are called that we might be conformed to the image of the Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 8:29). Being conformed to His image means bearing His nature, as Peter spoke of in the previous passage of Scripture. Paul also writes, “That He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless (Eph. 5:25-27).”
Why is there such a gap between God’s expectations for His people and what is seen in the Christian world? Eph. 2:8 is the answer: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.” Grace through faith is the key. All of God’s provision for us lies dormant until we begin to exercise faith to experience it. Faith working through divine enablement is what brings us into the fulfillment of all God’s provision for us. Grace should be considered an action word, not a passive acceptance of mercy. Because God has provided everything we need to be conformed to the image of His son, we have the responsibility to receive it through faith. Our faith will be continually energized by divine enablement to attain God’s perfect will for our lives if we step out and believe. “I can’t do it,” or, “I can’t change myself” no longer has validity when we understand the grace of God. Of course we can’t do it, but God’s grace (divine enablement) makes a way for the completion of God’s provision in us apart from the strivings of the old, adamic nature. If we don’t go on to walk in all He has provided for us, then the grace of God proves vain in our lives. God has provided the means, but it’s our responsibility to take advantage of it.



 
Grace: The Only Means of Change
John 8:
3  Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in adultery. And when they had set her in the midst,
4  they said to Him, “Teacher, this woman was caught in adultery, in the very act.
5  “Now Moses, in the law, commanded us that such should be stoned. But what do You say?”
6  This they said, testing Him, that they might have something of which to accuse Him. But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with His finger, as though He did not hear.
7  So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up and said to them, “He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first.”
8  And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground.
9  Then those who heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went out one by one, beginning with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.
10  When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said to her, “Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned you?”
11  She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.”
We tend to read the Scriptures with our natural understanding, supposing that conversations in them are taking place just as they do in our daily lives. But Jesus said His words were Spirit and life (John 6:63). This means there is a mystical connotation to everything He said. We cannot read the Scriptures at face value and receive all that God is saying in them. The Holy Spirit must reveal to us the deeper truths.
Inherent in the above passage is the key to all our progress in God. The woman was caught in the very act of adultery, guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. The Pharisees quoted the Law to Jesus, rightfully pointing out that she should be stoned. But Jesus did not respond immediately. He stooped and wrote on the ground with His finger. After the Pharisees persisted in making an issue of the situation, Jesus said, “He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first.” He was addressing the innate guilt resident in our fallen, adamic nature. None of the religious Pharisees could stand up to that. Jesus touched something deep within them. When He spoke, His words went to the root of their nature. The Pharisees were disarmed and walked away.
When Jesus refused to condemn the woman, He was mystically revealing the grace of God to us. Grace is vastly misunderstood in Christianity. It is usually defined as God’s unmerited favor towards us. But grace is much more than that. It is the vehicle by which God transfers all His righteousness to us. How do we really change? We know legalistic, religious works do not change us. Altering our behavior does not really change us. As a matter of fact, we can do nothing to change ourselves because we are working within a closed system, meaning the adamic nature. Only a new nature really changes us.
But how does this change in nature really come about? Not as we might assume. The work of the cross, the emptying of self, the dealings that God puts us through do not change us. They only prepare us for change. Change comes because we receive the grace of God. Let’s look again at what Jesus told the woman after saying He did not condemn her: “Go and sin no more.” On the surface He seems to be telling her not to do it again. But in light of what God has revealed about our fallen nature, we know we cannot just “go and sin no more.” It is an impossible task and Jesus knew that when He spoke it to the woman. So, what is He really conveying? He is teaching us that the he grace of God comes to release us from the sin nature in Adam. God not condemning us for our shortcomings breaks our hearts if we are really yearning to walk pleasing to Him. God’s very nature is conveyed to us through His not condemning us. We “go and sin no more” because something of the goodness of the Lord has been conveyed to our spirits, and it changes us. Only after we partake of the grace of God do we sin no more.
As already stated, the work of the cross God puts us through only prepares us to receive from God. Receiving the grace of God into our lives is harder than it seems. The innate shame and guilt of Adam is buried deep within our subconscious and does not easily let itself be exposed. That’s why Adam hid himself from God in the Garden after his disobedience. Mankind to this day hides itself from God, refusing to open to Him even in the most tragic circumstances. So, God brings pressures into our lives, allowing us to fail again and again in our endeavors to please Him. God does not condemn us for our failures, they are to be expected. They are designed to enable us to receive His grace. Consider the story of Naaman the Leper:
2nd Kings 5:
1 ¶ Now Naaman, captain of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man with his master, and highly respected, because by him the LORD had given victory to Aram. The man was also a valiant warrior, but he was a leper.
2 Now the Arameans had gone out in bands and had taken captive a little girl from the land of Israel; and she waited on Naaman’s wife.
3 She said to her mistress, “I wish that my master were with the prophet who is in Samaria! Then he would cure him of his leprosy.”
4 Naaman went in and told his master, saying, “Thus and thus spoke the girl who is from the land of Israel.”
5 Then the king of Aram said, “Go now, and I will send a letter to the king of Israel.” He departed and took with him ten talents of silver and six thousand shekels of gold and ten changes of clothes.
6 He brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, “And now as this letter comes to you, behold, I have sent Naaman my servant to you, that you may cure him of his leprosy.”
7 When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man is sending word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? But consider now, and see how he is seeking a quarrel against me.”
8 It happened when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, that he sent word to the king, saying, “Why have you torn your clothes? Now let him come to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.”
9 ¶ So Naaman came with his horses and his chariots and stood at the doorway of the house of Elisha.
10 Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh will be restored to you and you will be clean.”
11 But Naaman was furious and went away and said, “Behold, I thought, ‘He will surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, and wave his hand over the place and cure the leper.’
12 “Are not Abanah and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So he turned and went away in a rage.
13 Then his servants came near and spoke to him and said, “My father, had the prophet told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more then, when he says to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?”
14 So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child and he was clean.
The leprosy of Naaman is a type of our fallen, adamic nature. Notice how Naaman comes with ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold and ten changes of clothes. They all represent the adamic drive in us to earn deliverance from our leprosy. But there is no price we can pay to earn our release. When Elisha sent his servant and told Naaman to go wash in the Jordan, Naaman was enraged. The adamic nature will not accept the simplicity of grace. It feels the need to earn its deliverance. It cannot bear exposure to God without feeling it has made itself worthy. Naaman’s servants told him, “My father, had the prophet told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more then, when he says to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” The most we can ever do is just receive from God. When God tells Paul, “My grace is sufficient for you,” we have the revelation of all spiritual progress. God never “fixes” the old, He just imparts Himself.
Verse 14 says that when Naaman dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God, his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child. Isn’t this what we want? Isn’t the cry of our hearts to be clean and pure before Him? Purity will be imparted to us through the vehicle of grace. The Scriptures teach that we are saved by grace through faith. God doesn’t just look at our faith towards Him and declare, “Oh, because he has faith, I will consider him righteous, even though he is really leprous.” No! Our acceptance of His grace, i.e. Him not condemning us, transfers to our spirits His righteousness so that we are literally righteous before Him. We need to constantly humble ourselves as Naaman was forced to do, accept God’s goodness towards us, and be changed. This is the path to sonship, and there is no other.



 
What Is Change?
We talk a lot about change. We want God to change us. But change us how? We are to change from what to what? We all have our own ideas of how we want to change. If we are sincerely seeking to walk with God and please Him, our desire for change probably centers on not manifesting the carnal traits of Adam, but moving into the divine traits of Christ; in other words, walking in the fruit of the Spirit, not the works of the flesh. This all sounds good and spiritual, and in fact, is what the Scriptures teach. But our perception and interpretation of God’s word is faulty at best. God is not attempting to change our habits and behavior as much as He wants to change our mindset concerning Himself. The changes God is after in our lives center on our capacity to perceive Him as He really is in His relating to us. If we perpetually perceive God with a wrong emphasis as to what He is thinking toward us, we can never have a complete relationship with Him. We must have a clear revelation of His mind and heart towards us. This God is endeavoring to create.
How easily we misconstrue God’s purposes for us. For example, when Jesus tells the woman caught in adultery that He does not condemn her and to go and sin no more, Christianity’s emphasis is usually on the “go and sin no more.” That is the religious aspect of the adamic nature and this aspect always interprets God’s purposes as commandments and sets of rules to be followed. But God’s emphasis in that encounter with the adulteress is to reveal His grace and goodness to her. It would be the awareness of God’s goodness toward the woman that would change her, not a commandment. Here is a bold statement: God doesn’t care about the carnal aspect of our adamic natures as much as getting us to properly perceive His intentions toward us. The carnal aspect of Adam in us will give way to Christ’s nature not because the adamic nature is emphasized, but because something greater, His goodness toward us, is emphasized. If we are endeavoring to walk with God, we will find out soon enough what is really in us as to the adamic nature. That nature will become self-evident as it rises up to oppose Christ’s life in us. At most, we only need to have ministered to us the understanding of what is happening to us.
1st Pet. 4:
12 ¶ Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you;
13  but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation.
In these passages Peter was only identifying to the saints what God was already working into their lives. God is well able to initiate the awareness of what we are in Adam without having preachers beat it to death. Those who can impart to others the correct mindset towards God and what His mindset is towards us are what the Lord desires and needs the most. This is coming into the mind of Christ. This brings us to the heart of this message: Only through grace can we perceive correctly God’s great love and goodness towards us. It’s receiving the grace of God that brings the true change the Lord is looking for. The ability to know God’s heart towards us, not theoretically, but experimentally, is the goal.
Before we can become supernatural people, we must first become natural. The religious aspect of our natures would like to make the leap into the supernatural, bypassing the revelation of first being natural. Now, what does this mean? It means God will allow us to feel like the vilest of creatures, allowing the adamic nature to be fully revealed. This is our natural state, and we cannot appreciate God’s love and goodness towards us until we know what we are in Adam. Grace begins the moment we see what we are in Adam and accept God’s goodness towards us anyway. This is what changed the woman caught in adultery and was God’s purpose in the encounter.
The bottom line is that we should expect to see how carnal we are apart from Christ. We should expect for God to kill the religious sham in us that causes us to think we are somehow “spiritual” apart from His grace creating that spirituality. The transition from natural to supernatural is painful because we see and learn things about ourselves that we would rather remain buried. But the payoff is seeing God’s heart accurately and clearly. It’s what Paul was referring to in Eph 3:
14 ¶ For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,
15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name,
16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man,
17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love,
18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,
19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.



 
A Perpetually Open Heart
Repentance is more than just asking forgiveness for a wrong committed. The repentance that is effective is a godly sorrow, a grieving over what we are, not just acts committed. It’s not easy coming to the place of true repentance. It’s not easy because it’s difficult to reach the place of seeing what we really are in the adamic nature.
Even as Christians we don’t want to be exposed to the shame of our corrupt nature in Adam. Subconsciously we try to avoid it as much as possible. That’s why the majority of Christianity preaches a sugarcoated Gospel, telling everyone that God wants nothing more than to shower them with blessings and prosperity. However, once we open our hearts to the repentance that leads to Christ’s life formed in us, we are on our way! Paul describes this level of repentance in 2nd Cor. 7:
9 I now rejoice, not that you were made sorrowful, but that you were made sorrowful to the point of repentance; for you were made sorrowful according to the will of God, so that you might not suffer loss in anything through us.
10 For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to salvation, but the sorrow of the world produces death.
11 For behold what earnestness this very thing, this godly sorrow, has produced in you: what vindication of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal, what avenging of wrong! In everything you demonstrated yourselves to be innocent in the matter.
Repentance is something of a paradox. It is necessary in order that the work of the cross be perfected in us, yet repentance in itself can never remove the stain of the adamic nature.
There is a bigger picture that we must see. God is after a people who will walk with Him in unbroken fellowship. The adamic nature makes that impossible. The biggest hindrance to unbroken fellowship with God is the condemnation and guilt springing from the fallen nature. When we really hunger for a deeper walk with God this condemnation and guilt syndrome emerges. It’s like the opening of the bottomless pit described in the book of Revelation. That pit is symbolic of the adamic nature. What comes out of it wars against the seed of Christ in us. It keeps us focused on self and on our shortcomings.
Focusing on our adamic nature and constantly repenting can never bring the changes we want. Eventually this focus will lead to frustration and despair. This is how Martin Luther came to the great revelation, “The just shall live by faith.” A perpetual open heart toward the Lord brings more changes than years and years of repentance alone can ever bring. Why is this so? Because an open heart is the result of a work of grace in our lives. In the face of the shame and condemnation the adamic nature carries with it, an open heart is impossible without His grace beamed toward us. Thus, an open heart is an exercise of faith. And how are we saved? “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast (Eph. 2:8-9).” This is seemingly basic stuff; it is taught everywhere in fundamental Christianity, yet how little of it is fully experienced.
Gen. 3:
1 ¶ Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, “Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?”
2 The woman said to the serpent, “From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat;
3 but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.’”
4 The serpent said to the woman, “You surely will not die!
5 “For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
6 ¶ When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate.
7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings.
8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.
9 ¶ Then the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?”
10 He said, “I heard the sound of You in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself.”
11 ¶ And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”
12 The man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me from the tree, and I ate.”
Verse five is our focus. “For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” The serpent tells Eve that she will be like God. This is precisely what the human race has become: As a whole and individually, the adamic nature rules as God. It answers to no one, it makes its own decisions, and it creates its own world to live in. By the work of man’s hands a world has been created that exists apart from the one true God. As inhabitants of the world we have created, we have no one to rely on but ourselves. This is why money is the driving force in man’s world. Without it, we go hungry. We are denied all the creature comforts we have invented, and we have no status or importance among our peers. In spite of the prosperity shills who tell us God wants nothing more than to make us rich, our financial condition is one of the first things God deals with when He begins to bring us into His world. He does this to teach us that man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God (Deut. 8:3). The god syndrome of man is driven by self reliance; the way of spiritual maturity is dependency upon the Lord.
Why does God allow the seemingly perpetual problems and hang-ups of the adamic nature to linger? The answer is the verse just quoted from Deut. 8. It reads in its entirety: “He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD.” God let Israel be hungry. He causes us to be hungry as well; not for literal food, but for His nature to displace the vileness of Adam. He let Israel go hungry to bring them into a dependency upon Himself. He lets us go hungry to bring us into a dependency upon Himself. When we stand in His presence and know we are enabled to only by His grace, we are humbled and positioned for God to be everything He wants to be to us. “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied (Mat. 5:6)”
God’s allowing us to live with our shortcomings, whether we can connect all the dots or not, actually serves to create His life in us in the long run. There is nothing more important to God than to see His people with a perpetual open heart toward Him. He accomplishes this open heart through letting us go hungry and bringing us into a total dependency upon Himself. When we can keep our hearts open toward God in the face of our greatest failures, then we can know God has indeed worked something of His nature into our lives.



 
God Consciousness
Gen. 1:
8 ¶ The LORD God planted a garden toward the east, in Eden; and there He placed the man whom He had formed.
9 Out of the ground the LORD God caused to grow every tree that is pleasing to the sight and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
Eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil produces the self life. Until Adam and Eve ate from the tree, they had no self-consciousness, only a God-consciousness. This is typified in Gen. 2:25: “And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.” Partaking of the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil created a self awareness that exists in our adamic nature to this day. Vanity is the by-product of the self consciousness we inherited in Adam. Vanity is being defined here as not so much an excessively high regard for oneself, although that is certainly applicable, but rather as futility. Webster’s Dictionary partly defines vain as: “Having no real value or significance; worthless, empty, idle, hollow; fruitless, futile.”
Vanity, or self-awareness, comes from satan himself. This is why everything generated from him is called anti-Christ. Christ had only a consciousness toward the Father: “And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to Him (Jn. 8:29). “ Unfortunately, in our adamic natures we can never make that statement. But there is a process by which we lose our self-consciousness and come into a God-consciousness such as existed before the Fall. Everything God is speaking at the present time points to one thing: it’s His sufficiency in us that opens the door to unlimited fellowship with Him. When we understand it’s not about us, but about Him in us, then we have the key to all God’s best.
Mark 10:
13 ¶ And they were bringing children to Him so that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked them.
14 But when Jesus saw this, He was indignant and said to them, “Permit the children to come to Me; do not hinder them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.
15 “Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at all.”
16 And He took them in His arms and began blessing them, laying His hands on them.
Jesus taught that whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at all. The little child represents one who has lost his self-consciousness. He is not “wise” from eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Remember, that was one of the serpent’s main enticements to Eve: “When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate (Gen. 3:6).” The wisdom from the fallen, adamic nature is demonic. Let’s read it in James 3.
13 ¶ Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom.
14  But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth.
15  This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic.
16  For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.
17  But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.
18  And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.
Notice how the wisdom from the earthly nature springs from jealousy and selfish ambition. Once again, we understand these are traits of the devil himself. They were imparted to the nature of man the moment Adam awoke to the self life which came about when he ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Receiving the kingdom as a little child means we return to the innocence that Adam had with God before his self-awakening.
Although much has been said about the work of the cross in us, it can be simplified down to one passage:
Mark 8:
34  And He summoned the crowd with His disciples, and said to them, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.
35  “For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it.
What life is it we lose, and what life do we find as a result of that loss? Jesus is speaking of the self life awakened in Adam at the beginning. If we seek to save our self lives, we will ultimately lose the eternal life found in Christ. But if we deny self and open our hearts daily to receive of His life, the kingdom will be wide open to us. The tree of Life that was denied Adam after the fall is restored to us as we return to the state of consciousness that existed before the Fall.
The Lord wants us to embrace the simplicity of knowing Him. Paul says in 2nd Cor. 11:3, “But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.” God help us to receive the Kingdom as little children!



 
Make Me Clean
Mat. 8:
1* ¶ When Jesus came down from the mountain, large crowds followed Him.
2* And a leper came to Him and bowed down before Him, and said, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.”
3* Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.
Mark 1:40
And a leper *came to Jesus, beseeching Him and falling on his knees before Him, and saying, “If You are willing, You can make me clean.”
41 Moved with compassion, Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, and *said to him, “I am willing; be cleansed.”
42 Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cleansed.
Luke 5:
12* ¶ While He was in one of the cities, behold, there was a man covered with leprosy; and when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and implored Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.”
13 And He stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” And immediately the leprosy left him.
This story of Jesus cleansing the leper was important enough to be included in three of the four Gospels. What truth does this story hold for us? We too in our old natures are lepers. We are unclean. As God continually uncovers the bottomless pit in our lives, the tendency is to withdraw in some way. That is what Adam and Eve did. There seems to be nothing harder than facing the fact that we just don’t measure up in and of ourselves. The Lord works in our lives, and after awhile we see certain changes. But God is not through with us yet. There is much left to be done. So, when one day we feel all is fine, and the next day discover that everything in us is falling short, we don’t despair or draw back.
The Gospel of Mathew says the leper came and bowed down before the Lord. In Mark the leper came beseeching Jesus and fell on his knees. Luke says the leper fell on His face and implored the Lord to cleanse him. In each of the Gospels there is a desperation within the leper. He wants to be cleansed, and it’s not just a casual desire. It’s important for us to recognize that the leper in each depiction acknowledges Christ’s Lordship. He is either bowing or falling down before the Lord. The leper has a humble spirit, recognizing his need and that he can’t do anything about it. In each case he tells the Lord, “If you are willing, you can make me clean.” The leper’s attitude and desperation in each depiction prompts the Lord to answer, “I am willing, be cleansed.”
With every new realm we come to in God, a deeper cleansing is necessary. It’s the humble attitude of the aforementioned leper that opens the door for the Lord to say to us, “I’m willing, be cleansed.” This cleansing from the Lord is something He grants as He finds the leper’s heart within us. We can’t earn it and we can’t do it ourselves. The cleansing we need is a grace that He bestows upon us as we seek Him.



 
A Lamb Led to the Slaughter
When the Lord begins to expose our corrupt flesh natures, the tendency is to panic and feel driven to correct whatever behavior or ugly thing we see about ourselves. “I can’t stand this about myself, I’ve got to change,” is a common response to what the Lord is putting His finger on. It becomes very hard to live with yourself when suddenly you can’t find anything redeeming in your life. Although that urge to start “changing” sounds spiritual enough, it’s exactly the wrong approach. Even if we do manage to alter our behavior or get rid of some habitual response we have to certain stimuli, it profits us nothing. God is not looking to change our behavior patterns but rather to replace them with Himself. It’s His righteousness that must be formed in us. All the self discipline in the world does not produce the righteousness of God. How then do we change?
Col. 2:11:
“…and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ;”
There is a circumcision made without hands we must experience. “Made without hands” means it’s not of our own doing. It becomes the work of the Holy Spirit within us. It’s the circumcision of Christ in the removal of the flesh nature. How is this circumcision accomplished? By refusing any attempt to fix what we see in ourselves. We reach the place where we sense the utter futility in even trying to change. What we do instead is stand before the Lord with our hearts open, fully exposing ourselves, without any withdrawal or condemnation. This is easier said that done. It’s very difficult not to bolt and run when He begins to give us a revelation of ourselves. As a matter of fact, it’s impossible. What we need to sustain us is Christ’s heart.
Isa. 53:7:
He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, So He did not open His mouth.
The Lord did not draw back from the cross. There was no withdrawal in His spirit. He was silent before the shearers. When He stood before Pilate and was repeatedly accused by the chief priests and elders, He answered them not a word (Mat. 27:12-14). When we too are accused by the “chief priests and elders” of our flesh nature, we must learn to trust in God’s love and compassion toward us. We are not to turn away from the corruption we see, but rather keep entrusting ourselves to Him who judges righteously (1st Pet. 2:23). We are not to be many lambs led to the slaughter, but rather we allow the One Lamb to fill our hearts and hold us steady while the circumcision that is made without hands is accomplished in us. This is a work of grace we will experience many times as we progress from one realm to another in our relationship with the Lord.



 
An Unleavened Work
Ex. 12:
15   ‘Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, but on the first day you shall remove leaven from your houses; for whoever eats anything leavened from the first day until the seventh day, that person shall be cut off from Israel.
16   ‘On the first day you shall have a holy assembly, and another holy assembly on the seventh day; no work at all shall be done on them, except what must be eaten by every person, that alone may be prepared by you.
17   ‘You shall also observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread, for on this very day I brought your hosts out of the land of Egypt; therefore you shall observe this day throughout your generations as a permanent ordinance.
18   ‘In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at evening, you shall eat unleavened bread, until the twenty-first day of the month at evening.
19   ‘Seven days there shall be no leaven found in your houses; for whoever eats what is leavened, that person shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether he is an alien or a native of the land.
20   ‘You shall not eat anything leavened; in all your dwellings you shall eat unleavened bread.’”
Much has been written concerning the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Usually it is connected in some way to purity. Leaven signifies the flesh nature; thus unleavened would signify that which is devoid of human input. While the application of purity is certainly valid, we want to take the interpretation of the Feast of Unleavened Bread in a different direction. Verse 17 holds the key:
“You shall also observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread, for on this very day I brought your hosts out of the land of Egypt; therefore you shall observe this day throughout your generations as a permanent ordinance.”
Throughout the Scriptures the Passover is associated with God’s exaltation and glorification among the nations:
Ex 7:17: ‘Thus says the LORD, “By this you shall know that I am the LORD: behold, I will strike the water that is in the Nile with the staff that is in my hand, and it will be turned to blood.
Ex 8:10: Then he said, “Tomorrow.” So he said, “May it be according to your word, that you may know that there is no one like the LORD our God.
Ex 14:4: And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, that he shall follow after them; and I will be honoured upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host; that the Egyptians may know that I am the LORD. And they did so.
The Lord was glorified through the judgments He executed on Egypt. His mighty works were accomplished without any help from the children of Israel. Thus, the Feast of Unleavened Bread was established. The Feast was to signify a work of God devoid of any human input.
Ex. 13:
3  Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you went out from Egypt, from the house of slavery; for by a powerful hand the LORD brought you out from this place. And nothing leavened shall be eaten.
4  “On this day in the month of Abib, you are about to go forth.
5  “It shall be when the LORD brings you to the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Hivite and the Jebusite, which He swore to your fathers to give you, a land flowing with milk and honey, that you shall observe this rite in this month.
6  “For seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there shall be a feast to the LORD.
7  “Unleavened bread shall be eaten throughout the seven days; and nothing leavened shall be seen among you, nor shall any leaven be seen among you in all your borders.
8  “You shall tell your son on that day, saying, ‘It is because of what the LORD did for me when I came out of Egypt.’
9  “And it shall serve as a sign to you on your hand, and as a reminder on your forehead, that the law of the LORD may be in your mouth; for with a powerful hand the LORD brought you out of Egypt.
10  “Therefore, you shall keep this ordinance at its appointed time from year to year.
Notice especially verse eight. Moses explains to Israel why they are to eat unleavened bread for seven days and to keep it as an ordinance forever. “You shall tell your son on that day, saying, “It is because of what the Lord did for me when I came out of Egypt.” The feast was instituted to remind the sons of Israel of God’s compassion and how He delivered them with a powerful hand without any input on their part.
Verse three says, “Remember this day in which you went out from Egypt, from the house of slavery…” There is deliverance out of the Egypt of our flesh natures that we have yet to experience. Egypt was called a house of slavery and that’s just what our old nature is. Christ’s provision for us must be experienced. The release not just from sin, but the sin nature, is an unleavened work that will be accomplished in us through His commitment to His Word.
Rom. 8:
19 For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.
20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope
21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.
22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.
23 And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.
24 For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he already sees?
25 But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it.
God creates an anticipation of hope in us, and that hope will not disappoint (Rom.5:3-5). The groaning within ourselves motivates God to fulfill His word, just as with the sons of Israel in Egypt.
Ex. 6:
5  “And furthermore I have heard the groaning of the sons of Israel, because the Egyptians are holding them in bondage; and I have remembered My covenant.
6  “Say, therefore, to the sons of Israel, ‘I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage. I will also redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments.
7  ‘Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.
8  ‘And I will bring you to the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and I will give it to you for a possession; I am the LORD.’”
There is an amazing parallel between these passages in Exodus and the ones in Romans eight. Each speaks of a groaning because of bondage and each speaks of a fulfillment of God’s provision. One provision was fulfilled in the natural realm. The other provision is fulfilled spiritually in us.
The New Testament equivalent of this revelation can be found in the 2nd chapter of Ephesians.
8  For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;
9  not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.
10  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
There is nothing we can manufacture to produce the fulfillment of Romans 8 in our lives. But we can look to God, the author and finisher of our faith, with an expectation of the Feast of Unleavened Bread being fulfilled in us. We are to be works of His grace, and because of that, we can anticipate a revelation of His grace beyond what we have known.



 
The Choicest Things Devoted to Destruction
1st Sam. 15:
1 ¶ Then Samuel said to Saul, “The LORD sent me to anoint you as king over His people, over Israel; now therefore, listen to the words of the LORD.
2 “Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he set himself against him on the way while he was coming up from Egypt.
3 ‘Now go and strike Amalek and utterly destroy all that he has, and do not spare him; but put to death both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.’”
7 So Saul defeated the Amalekites, from Havilah as you go to Shur, which is east of Egypt.
8 He captured Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of the sword.
9 But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all that was good, and were not willing to destroy them utterly; but everything despised and worthless, that they utterly destroyed.
10 ¶ Then the word of the LORD came to Samuel, saying,
11 “I regret that I have made Saul king, for he has turned back from following Me and has not carried out My commands.” And Samuel was distressed and cried out to the LORD all night.
12 Samuel rose early in the morning to meet Saul; and it was told Samuel, saying, “Saul came to Carmel, and behold, he set up a monument for himself, then turned and proceeded on down to Gilgal.”
13 Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to him, “Blessed are you of the LORD! I have carried out the command of the LORD.”
14 But Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?”
15 Saul said, “They have brought them from the Amalekites, for the people spared the best of the sheep and oxen, to sacrifice to the LORD your God; but the rest we have utterly destroyed.”
16 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Wait, and let me tell you what the LORD said to me last night.” And he said to him, “Speak!”
17 Samuel said, “Is it not true, though you were little in your own eyes, you were made the head of the tribes of Israel? And the LORD anointed you king over Israel,
18 and the LORD sent you on a mission, and said, ‘Go and utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them until they are exterminated.’
19 “Why then did you not obey the voice of the LORD, but rushed upon the spoil and did what was evil in the sight of the LORD?”
20 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I did obey the voice of the LORD, and went on the mission on which the LORD sent me, and have brought back Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.
21 “But the people took some of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the choicest of the things devoted to destruction, to sacrifice to the LORD your God at Gilgal.”
This is the story of Saul’s disobedience and the Lord’s rejection of his kingship over Israel. We want to focus on verse 21. The people took some of the spoil, the choicest of things devoted to destruction, to sacrifice to the Lord. God is showing us here that what is devoted to destruction can never be an acceptable sacrifice to Him. It doesn’t matter how choice the thing is.
Rom. 8:
5 For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.
6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace,
7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so,
8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
12 So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—
13 for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live.
So much of Christianity attempts to serve God with what has been devoted to destruction. This is what religion is all about: endeavoring to please God through a nature that God has condemned. Remember, the Israelites kept the choicest of the things devoted to destruction. But it doesn’t matter. Even when we give God our best, it’s worthless. Verse nine from our text in Samuel says the Israelites destroyed everything that was despised and worthless. Religion is always eager to dump the things deemed unacceptable. Bad habits are eagerly given to the Lord, but the choicest things, the parts of us we consider noble and good, we keep. It’s not certain aspects of our nature that God hates, it’s the nature itself. “They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one (Rom. 3:12).”
What pleases God is when we learn to stand before Him having the understanding of what we are in Adam, yet with an eye also on His provision for us. When it fully dawns on us that it’s not about us, but Him, then nothing will stop us from receiving all that He has prepared for us. “But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him (1st. Cor. 2:9).”
The grace of God is the most fundamental teaching in the New Testament, but how hard it is for us to fully accept it. When we think we have done well we approach God with great confidence, but when we think we have fallen short, we drag our feet and are reluctant to open our hearts to Him. We must be free of that kind of relating to the Lord! We are never worthy in ourselves to receive anything, but Christ’s sacrifice, and our faith in it, qualifies us to receive all things from His hand. As we learn to come boldly to the throne of grace (Heb. 4:16), not considering our successes or failures, we position ourselves to please Him.



 
Drawing Near to God
The Lord is speaking about the necessity to come before Him with an open heart. It’s only as we are open to Him that we experience His presence. But what does it mean to be open to the Lord? The chapter A Perpetually Open Heart emphasized that an open heart is a faith endeavor. It takes faith to be open to the Lord. As we learn to open our hearts to Him, He removes layer after layer of our resistance to Him, as if He were peeling an onion.
On a surface level, we could all say, “Oh, Lord, I want to stand in Your presence, I want to know You.” Although we might be genuinely sincere in that statement, there are subconscious impulses at work in our adamic natures that belie that desire. In Adam we carry in us the shame of disobedience. This shame goes to the root of our old natures. Let’s pick up the story of Adam and Eve being deceived by the serpent, beginning with Gen 3:7:
7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings.
8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.
9 ¶ Then the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?”
10 He said, “I heard the sound of You in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself.”
Verse 10 holds much insight for us. Notice that the reason Adam hid himself was because he was afraid. He was afraid of the Lord’s response to his nakedness. We too, albeit subconsciously, have an unhealthy fear of getting too close to God. There is a fear of the Lord that’s pure, but this type of fear is born out of shame, not reverence for God. This innate sense of unworthiness will kick in every time when we really embrace standing in His presence. Remember, fear is the root of what keeps us separate from God. If we are to move into the maturity of sonship, we must learn to stand wholly in His presence.
Let’s look at the one passage of Scripture that liberates us from this fear once and for all.
1st John 4:
16 We have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.
17 ¶ By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world.
18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love.
19 We love, because He first loved us.
Verse 18 says that the one who fears is not perfected in love. And how do we get perfected in love? By getting the revelation of God’s love beamed toward us. We must learn to exercise faith in how God relates to us, especially when our feelings tell us otherwise. The adamic nature is overcome in us because we accept down deep in our spirits God’s love toward us. This doesn’t come easily. It’s like the example of the onion: Our acceptance of His love toward us must penetrate through every layer of resistance the old nature generates.
Let’s read the concluding passages of the parable of the talents in Mat. 25:
24 “And the one also who had received the one talent came up and said, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you scattered no seed.
25 ‘And I was afraid, and went away and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what is yours.’
26 “But his master answered and said to him, ‘You wicked, lazy slave, you knew that I reap where I did not sow and gather where I scattered no seed.
27 ‘Then you ought to have put my money in the bank, and on my arrival I would have received my money back with interest.
28 ‘Therefore take away the talent from him, and give it to the one who has the ten talents.’
29 “For to everyone who has, more shall be given, and he will have an abundance; but from the one who does not have, even what he does have shall be taken away.
30 “Throw out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
The one who had received the one talent replied to his master, “I knew you to be a hard man… and I was afraid.” Because the slave had a perverted perspective of his master, he was afraid of him. His fear kept him from taking initiative and moving freely with what he had been entrusted. His fellow slaves took initiative and were rewarded. Their perspective of their master was different than the one who hid his talent. It’s interesting that the fearful slave’s master related to the slave according to the slave’s perception of him. It is unwholesome fear that leads us to draw back because of what we think God might require of us. We just know He’s going to ask something hard of us, or make us give up something we love. We do indeed die to the self-life as we walk on with God, but Jesus said, “He who loses his life for my sake shall find it (Mat. 16:24-25).” We never give up anything of self that is not given back to us on a higher level in Him. It’s the old nature’s perverted perspective of God that makes us relate to Him as a hard man.
We must come to know our Master according to His lovingkindness toward us.
Heb. 10:
9 ¶ Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus,
20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh,
21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God,
22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.
23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;
A careful reading of verse 22 reveals that we are to draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience. Here is the root of the adamic nature that holds us back. It’s our evil conscience. Look at verse 23. We are to hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.



 
Right Through The Veil
Heb. 10:
14 For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.
15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after saying,
16 “THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS UPON THEIR HEART, AND ON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM,” He then says,
17 “AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE.”
18 Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin.
19 ¶ Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus,
20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh,
21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God,
22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.
23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;
Verse 20 is the one we want to focus on. These passages could be a little difficult to understand. What is really being revealed to us here? A lot of people would say it’s just about forgiveness and our access to God. While that is true, there is more to it than that. It is about Christ’s access in us. A reading of verse 20 from two other translations provides the full impact of what is actually revealed.
Phillips translation -- by a fresh and living way, which he has opened up for us by himself passing through the curtain, that is, his own human nature.
Weymouth translation -- by the new and ever-living way which He opened up for us through the rending of the veil—that is to say, of His earthly nature—
The Greek word for flesh in this passage is sarx. Although it can be translated as the flesh that covers our bones, it also refers to the nature of man.
Christ passed through the veil of his own flesh, i.e. his human nature, to enter into the very presence of God. The term veil is used because that is what hung in the temple separating the holy place from the holy of holies where the ark of the covenant was and where the presence of the Lord was manifested. The priests only went into the holy of holies once a year, on the Day of Atonement, and if they didn’t enter thoroughly prepared by the proper sacrifices they would die. Christ entered into the literal holy of holies, God’s presence, to make a way for us. Christ passed through the literal veil, not just a curtain, and that literal veil is the earthly nature.
That same veil exists in each one of us. What separates us from the Lord? What keeps us dull to His presence? It is the adamic nature within us. But here’s the thing: We don’t have to do any passing through the veil; it’s Christ who passes through our veil, i.e. earthly nature, and reveals Himself to us. This is exactly opposite of what religion teaches. We don’t enter into anything. We don’t tear down any veils; we open our hearts for Christ to pass through to manifest Himself in us.
Let’s read verses 22-23 again.
22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.
23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;
“Let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith.” Now, beyond the obvious, what does this mean? It means we open our hearts to the Lord in the face of a corrupt, accusing nature. It’s an initiative we take. In case anyone hasn’t noticed, the old nature doesn’t get better with time. Christ’s work is done in us despite the adamic nature. That is the revelation of grace. It’s His appearings in us that change us, and those appearings come as He passes through the veil of our flesh.
Not only does our old nature not get better with time, it actually seems more corrupt as we go along. This is because Christ’s invading of our lives stirs up the flesh nature’s resistance to His presence. My old nature, your old nature, is not a roadblock to the Lord. The Lord’s coming in us cannot be interpreted as, “He’s not there, then He comes, and He is there.” The Lord is always in us; His comings are more accurately translated as His appearings or revealings in us. And our adamic nature is not a hindrance to those appearings; He passes through that nature and we consciously behold Him.
Our faith in His provision, i.e. His shed blood that covers our hearts, is the channel by which Christ passes through the veil in us.
This is a revolutionary truth, and as we get hold of it anticipation is turned loose in us. Christ’s appearings, His comings in us, are not contingent upon us struggling with our old nature, trying to make something happen. They are contingent upon the Lord’s willingness to reveal Himself to us, and reveal Himself He will, again and again, as we keep our hearts open to His promise to do so.



 
Why Our Salvation is Through Faith
It’s very difficult to have faith and trust God when all our natural senses tell us otherwise. That’s the depravity of the fallen adamic nature within us. That’s why Christ had to die on the cross to redeem us not just from sins committed, but from the nature from which those sins originate.
A while back I was contemplating some disappointments I had experienced and was asking God why it’s so hard to perceive Him at times. It would be so much easier if He would just appear in such a way that we could physically see and touch Him. That would quell all the uncertainties and doubts. 
But here’s the word that came: Because of its fallen state, our nature will always be vulnerable to the deception of satan. Even our natural senses like sight and hearing are vulnerable. They cannot be trusted. Seeing is most emphatically not believing. This is why all God’s provision for us is through faith. Faith is based on the certainty of God’s word to us, not on our weakened perception of how things are. Our faith is not subject to the physical senses. Faith transcends the fallen nature of Adam in us. People in the world mock when faith is spoken of as a greater reality than what the natural mind (our flawed logic) and senses tell us. This is because they don’t understand the nature of deception. It originates in the very nature they trust in so implicitly.
Faith is born out Christ’s nature in us. Its roots are in the heavenly realm, not the corrupt earthly realm of man. True faith is not the product of the adamic nature’s attempt to believe God, but rather the result of Christ’s life being formed in us. Remember the words of Jesus to Thomas after the resurrection:
John 20:
25  So the other disciples were saying to him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.”
26 ¶  After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus *came, the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.”
27  Then He *said to Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.”
28  Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!”
29  Jesus *said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed.”
Jesus understood the adamic nature’s propensity for deception. That’s why He told Thomas to put his finger in the nail holes and His hand in his side, and not to do it unbelieving, but believing. Jesus then pronounced those blessed who believe without seeing.
Our salvation is wholly a work of God. Everything about it originates in Him. Our faith does not originate with us. It is imparted to us through Christ. Grace through faith will always be the key to our expanding salvation. It is the key to the reality of God in our lives.
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