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   FOREWORD
 
    
 
   Our Heavenly Father has issued a Divine Invitation to rule and reign with Jesus in His Kingdom… 
 
    
 
   Luke 12:32, “… it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the Kingdom.”
 
    
 
    This kingdom, Jesus explains, is different to the world we live in. “My Kingdom is not of this world.” (John 18:36) This Kingdom is eternal. “We (are) receiving a Kingdom which cannot be moved…” (Hebrews 12:28 )This Kingdom is righteousness, peace and joy.  “For the Kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.” (Romans 14:17) This is the KINGDOM OF OUR FATHER.
 
    
 
   When we accept this divine invitation and cross the threshold into this other Kingdom, it can be overwhelming and even frightening. “And Jacob awakened out of his sleep, and he said, “Surely the Lord is in this place; and I knew it not.” And he was afraid, and said, “How dreadful is this place! This is none other, but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” (Genesis 28:16 – 17) The house of God is ‘dreadful’, even awesome. Yet it is God who has chosen us, we have not chosen Him. Crossing the threshold is a courageous response to His invitation. The journey to learn the protocols of heaven now begins. 
 
    
 
   We have been ordained and chosen (John 15:16) by Jesus. At age twelve, He knew He had to be “about His Father’s business”. (Luke 2:49) We have been “predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son”. (Romans 8:29) Therefore we have a job in a company called THE FATHER’S BUSINESS. What does this company look like? Where do we fit in? What is our job description? Is there a map for this place?
 
    
 
   I have good news! Jesus is our pattern and our map. He is the Way of God for us. We can put a foot forward now – because instruction is coming through the words of Jesus.
 
    
 
   Jesus announces that the Kingdom of Heaven is near, in fact, at hand! Everything Jesus does, He does as Ambassador Magnificent of this incredible place called Heaven. The New Testament mentions the word ‘kingdom’ 162 times, and the word ‘salvation’ 45 times. We’ve got it the other way around!
 
    
 
   Jesus the Ambassador Magnificent has called us to become kingdom Ambassadors also – which will mean that we have to understand the protocol and culture of this place called Heaven. This book is an attempt to describe a little of this culture and its ways of operation. God is an organized, specific God who has instructed all candidates for Ambassadorial duty to “study to show themselves approved” for it is not so much about the rules of eating and drinking, but the heart concepts of why we do so.
 
    
 
   Ambassadors negotiate on behalf of the government they represent and never speak their own opinions. The duties of the Ambassador will include press releases to Hell’s Gates, declarations of war, reformation and probably so much more.  
 
    
 
   Let’s explore a few concepts together and start at the very beginning! Fasten your seatbelts!
 
    
 
   NATASHA GRBICH
 
    
 
   


 
   
 
  




 
   Chapter 1
 
    
 
   
 
  

WHAT IS PROTOCOL?
 
    
 
   In classical Greek, the word protocollon (literally, "first leaf") referred to the first sheet of paper or papyrus in a scroll, which was actually glued to the wooden scroll itself. By custom, this sheet was used to describe the contents of the entire scroll. When books replaced scrolls, the protocollon continued as a table of contents page glued into the front of the book. For a long time, the word protocol was used primarily to refer to the etiquette of diplomacy and formal arrangements of affairs of state: seating arrangements, how to address dignitaries and so on. Later, the term became a name for a type of treaty or international agreement.
 
    
 
   The First Leaf Of The Book
 
   Protocol has to do with a book that you are receiving. The protocol is the index page (first leaf) that briefly describes what the book is about. Its parameters and scope. It  could also outline the rules that govern diplomatic relations between two entities. But what is this book?
 
    
 
   It could be the book that has been written by God about your life. Psalm 139:16 “Thine eyes did see my substance, yet  being unperfect: and in Thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there were none of them.” This book was written before the foundation of the earth and contains all the details of your life - what you will do, where you will go, what gifts you will have and so on. Your book is kept in heaven and when people give you a prophetic word, they are simply accessing this book in heaven and reading what has already been written for you.
 
    
 
   The rabbis believe that as your spirit is sent out of heaven when you are conceived, the Angel reads your book to you as you pass under the Shepherd’s rod (God’s Throne). Your DNA (genetic make-up) has a memory of what you are destined to become. Science has now proved that 90% of your DNA is listening.[1] When you hear an accurate prophetic word, your spirit leaps because there is a witness that it has heard this word before and you are coming closer to destiny.
 
    
 
   Everything that God does has already been recorded, He is a God of detail. I believe that churches have books, cities have books, businesses have books, so do nations. These books detail purpose, destiny and future. Before you start your church / business, access the book already written in heaven. “The volume of the book” (Hebrews 10:7) will have the details of your vision, logo, colours and geographical area. If the book is not in heaven, it is not a legitimate creation of God - it is simply your own idea.
 
    
 
   God probably has many books. His plan for all things is documented in heaven. He never gives us the whole book at one time; rather we receive it little by little, line upon line.
 
    
 
   We receive prophetic words and visions about our destiny and calling.  This is an insight into our book. We are all so excited to hear the plans that God has for us and expect it all to happen the next day. Just as a book does not start with the end product, neither does God.
 
    
 
   God begins to tell us something of our destiny to whet our appetite for Him. Now, we have to put some effort in to get the details of the book. Now, we need to fast and pray. We may receive a small revelation, a scripture that comes alive in our spirit and then understand something of what God wants. We obey that and begin to live it out and make it part of our life. Then He releases the next part of the puzzle and the process begins again.
 
    
 
   Protocol does not give us the whole book of our life, but rather is like the index page that also gives an indication of the destiny of God for our lives.
 
    
 
   A Form Of Procedure Used In Affairs Of State And Diplomatic Relations
 
   Today, national governments interact with one another on a daily basis and people from different cultures need to be able to communicate to achieve their goals. In order to achieve this, we have an internationally recognized protocol embraced by all nations. This understanding lays out accepted conduct and behaviours which lay the foundation for countries with different cultures to interact with one another without giving offense.
 
    
 
   Here is an excerpt from a manual on Protocol[2] that was produced for the South African Government:
 
   “Protocol codifies and puts into practice the rules of ceremonial procedure and supervises the application of the rules. It regulates the activities of national authorities such as governments, parliaments and administrations as well as foreign officials, diplomats and international officials representing governments and foreign missions. 
 
    
 
   Protocol allots to each his proper place in political and administrative structures. It determines the rules for the exchange of official and private correspondence or the manner of address. In fact everything to ensure that an individual receives the precedence and respect to which the individual’s office entitles him or her.”
 
    
 
   We need to know that this idea originated in heaven. The Kingdom of God has protocol that is strictly adhered to. If we are to operate as ambassadors for the Kingdom, we need to know the correct protocols when communicating within our own kingdom as well as engaging representatives from other governments or kingdoms. This concept is clearly seen in Jude 9 “Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil, he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, ‘The Lord rebuke thee’.” Michael understood the protocol he was required to observe when dealing with this representative from another government, Satan.
 
    
 
   The protocol manual goes on to say,
 
   “The rules of diplomatic protocol intend to uphold the relations and interactions between states and their officials. A breach of protocol is seen as deliberate and calculated and is a display of mistrust in the diplomat or country involved. Breaches of protocol will always affect relations between the two nations concerned.”
 
    
 
   In effect, when protocol is breached, it is always seen as a deliberate insult from one nation to another and can be seen as a declaration of war. Even if someone made a simple mistake, like sending the wrong rank of person to greet a visiting diplomat - it is seen as an intentional snub and will draw repercussions. Imagine you make an inappropriate comment in front of your employer and his board of directors. You may not realize your faux pas, but you have embarrassed your employer in front of his superiors and put him in an untenably position. In some cultures, insults like this could result in death.
 
    
 
   It is the same in the spirit realm. If we break protocol, even if it is a mistake, we are vulnerable to war and reprisals from the enemy. We often call this backlash. Could some of our problems stem from ignorant behaviour? Song of Solomon 2:15 ”...the little foxes that spoil the vines.” Moses disqualifies from entering the promised land by hitting the rock - only once! In governmental negotiations, one mistake is all it takes.
 
    
 
   From the above, we begin to understand that knowledge of the protocols of the Kingdom we represent is extremely important. If we are serious about becoming ambassadors of the Kingdom, we will need to apply ourselves to seek God and learn his way and protocols. Heaven wants to help you, hell wants to stop you. Both kingdoms are governed by set protocols. We call this strategic, spiritual warfare.
 
   


 
   
 
  




 
   Chapter 2
 
    
 
   
 
  

SO WHAT IS THE BIG DEAL WITH PROTOCOL?
 
    
 
   Let’s imagine for a moment that you have been invited to have tea with Queen Elizabeth at Buckingham Palace in London. You receive the invitation in the mail to be there on a certain day at a certain time. What do you do?
 
    
 
   Do you know what to wear? Do you know how to behave or how to address the queen? Probably not. There are not a lot of people that you can ask, as it is not everyday that one receives an invitation to Buckingham Palace. The queen is aware that not everyone is familiar with the palace protocol, but it is necessary that she should uphold this procedure. So, to help individuals, such as ourselves, she has a protocol staff in place who will teach us the required protocols before going in to see her.
 
    
 
   On the day that you arrive at the palace, the guards will confirm your name and identification before allowing you entrance through the gate. Then you will be taken to the protocol officer who will brief you on how to address the queen, how to approach her, how to bow or curtsey and how long you may be with her. Once you are comfortable that you know what to do, you are granted access to the queen for the time allotted.
 
    
 
   Once your time is over, you will be escorted back to the gates and given passageway through the gate to re-enter the world you know.
 
   This may sound like a lot of ceremony just to see someone. It is, and it gives us a good picture of what life in the Kingdom of Heaven is like. Much of the form and procedure that is seen in the monarchy probably originated in heaven. If an earthly king requires protocol, how much more the King of Kings?
 
    
 
   But the scripture tells me in Hebrews 4:16 “…Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace…”. Based on this one scripture, we throw out all protocol regarding heaven. We do not have to go through any protocols, we can just approach the throne any time we want to. But let’s read the rest of the verse “…that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” The throne that the writer is referring to here is the Throne of Grace. And yes, we may approach it in our time of need to find mercy and help. However, this is only one particular setting in heaven.
 
    
 
   God also sits as a Judge and Ruler. “...and to God the Judge of all.” (Hebrews 12:23) When He is sitting on his throne of judgement in the courts of heaven, there is protocol to approach him. Just as in the courts on earth, you have certain protocols to adhere to, so it is in heaven. “Enter into His gates with thanksgiving and into His courts with praise…” (Psalm 100:4) This is not just a nice song, but rather a protocol of how to enter the courts of the Lord.
 
    
 
   Our first lesson is to acknowledge that heaven has protocols and we do not always know what they are. We need to repent for being arrogant and believing that heaven should conform to our understanding. James 4:6 tells us that “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble”. When we humble ourselves through repentance, God will give us grace to learn His ways and come up higher. 
 
    
 
   Firstly, we need to understand our identity as a citizen of Heaven. 
 
    
 
   I Am A Citizen Of Heaven
 
   When we are baptised, it is a symbolic action of dying to our old life and being raised in our new life with Christ. Baptism is not one of many options, it is something that God ordained because it is a sign to the supernatural realm that you are leaving your old life behind. You are becoming a new creation.
 
    
 
   Very often, we do not understand the extent of what we are laying down. But God takes us at our word and starts to strip our old identity from us. This is dying to self: dying to our old life, old habits, old traditions and old identity. It is very painful. Usually we kick and fight God at every turn. It is a necessary process so that we will find our identity in Jesus. 
 
    
 
   We must understand that we are in this world but not of it. We are citizens of another Kingdom. Phillippians 3:20 says “...Our conversation is in heaven.” The word ‘conversation’ in Greek is ‘politeuma’ and means citizenship. The word citizen means an inhabitant of a city who enjoys the rights and privileges of that city.  As citizens of heaven, we should be living in that city and enjoying its rights and privileges. But we are not, we are still on earth. 
 
   Even though we are citizens of heaven and have access to all those rights, we are to be ambassadors of this Kingdom while we are alive on earth. “Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ…” (2 Corinthians 5:20) Our lifetime is our tour of duty as ambassadors so to speak.
 
    
 
   We Are Ambassadors Of The Kingdom
 
   An ambassador is ‘a person who represents his or her government in a foreign country’. We represent God’s Kingdom here on earth. We say that lightly, but let’s think about what that really means. 
 
    
 
   An ambassador represents another country and speaks on behalf of that country. When he gives a statement on a matter, he is not expressing his personal opinion, he is expressing the opinion of his entire nation. If we represent the Kingdom of God, then every statement we make should reflect the opinion of Heaven, not our own. We should know the Father’s heart on issues and how He wants them dealt with. When an ambassador attends an event, he does it on behalf of his entire nation and has already been briefed by his government. If he behaves inappropriately, that nation is behaving inappropriately towards another. Should you wear inappropriate cloths to an official event, it is not only you that will be embarrassed. You have embarrassed your entire nation. 
 
    
 
   You are not an ambassador only when you feel like it. Every day that you get out of bed, you are representing your nation. You are an important person and people take note of your every move. When you go to see a movie, when you go shopping, when you eat at a restaurant – you are being watched! You behaviour is being judged and probably photographed. It is almost as though you have died to your own identity and name, in order to take on your nation’s identity and name. The public may never remember your personal name, but make a mistake and your nation will forever be remembered for it. 
 
    
 
   Ambassadors understand the policies of their nation and are able to legislate and negotiate on behalf of their nation. When they make a declaration on an issue, it is backed up by the government of that nation. They teach people about their nation – its customs and culture. Ambassadors open the gates of a nation to foreigners by issuing visas. Jesus said to Peter in Matthew 16:19 “And I will give unto you the keys of the kingdom of heaven”. He gave Peter, an ambassador for Christ, keys to open the kingdom to people. When we preach Jesus, we open the gate to allow people to get saved and come into the kingdom. When we pray for people, they can be healed and experience the kingdom coming near to them. Like Peter, we hold the keys to the Kingdom for many.
 
   Jesus was the first ambassador from Heaven. He came to earth representing the Kingdom of God. Everything He did and said was a reflection of God and His ways. Every interaction He engaged in reflected the heart of His Father and pointed people to Him.
 
   “For the Father loveth the Son and sheweth Him all things that  Himself doeth.” (John 5:20)
 
    
 
   We are called to be ambassadors like Jesus. We are meant to establish embassies all over the earth. Every ambassador has an embassy that he lives in and operates from. The ground that the embassy is on, actually belongs to his country or Kingdom, even if he is in a foreign land. The American Embassy in South Africa is just a building in Pretoria. But when you step into that building, it is as if you are stepping into America. The rules and government of America are what you are subject to. When you leave the building, you step back into South Africa and are under the laws and government of South Africa.
 
    
 
   We need to establish embassies of the Kingdom of God here on earth. When people enter our territory, they enter the atmosphere of heaven and the laws of heaven should apply. When people step into our territory, they can be healed because this is the kingdom of Heaven. They can be set free, because this is the nature of the kingdom of heaven. Rules that apply outside the embassy, do not apply inside the embassy. This is heaven invading earth!
 
    
 
   It all starts with us becoming ambassadors of the kingdom. Are you ready to become an ambassador for Christ? Do you know what God wants for your region or city? Do you understand and carry His heart for the people of your nation? Do you understand his system of government and order? It is a great responsibility to represent one’s nation in another land.  We need to study to show ourselves approved to occupy this position for the Kingdom.
 
    
 
   We Represent The Government Of Heaven
 
   In Heaven, God is the King and He has a system of government in place to administrate His kingdom. He has set laws in place and court systems to ensure that these laws are adhered to, just as our earthly governments do.
 
    
 
   God has a parliament and he passes laws and decrees from that place of rulership. Isaiah 2:3 “For out of Zion shall go forth the Law and the Word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” His word is written on scrolls which are legal documents that angels carry to earth to deliver to His servants, you and I, who are the administrators of His Word on the earth. When you see a scroll coming, God is speaking out of government. Revelation 5:1 “And I saw in the right hand of Him that sat on the throne, a book written within and on the backside, sealed with seven seals.” God is issuing a parliamentary order that we as His ambassadors are to administrate. These are our instructions.
 
    
 
   In the supernatural realm, there is a government and everything is done legally and in order. It is the same in hell. Satan knew what heaven was like and he set up his systems in exactly the same way. He copied heaven. Satan understands government and legal procedure. It’s not like you open a door and a whole pile of demons swarm out like ants, then you say, “I bind you, I bind you” and they all just retreat into their hole. 
 
    
 
   The reason that they get released against you in the first place is because they have a legal right. They are released because of the handwriting of ordinances that have been written against us. Colossians 2:14 “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us...” They must have this legal paperwork in order to be able to attack you. But what is this paperwork? These are demonic scrolls that are written against you. A record of all your sins. Just as heaven has a book about you, hell also does. In it, all the unrepented sins are listed and details given. “But, I thought Jesus dealt with all this on the cross?” He did, but we need to appropriate it by bringing each sin and placing it under the Blood of the Lamb. 
 
    
 
   Every unrepented sin and ancestral iniquity is listed in the demonic books and scrolls. When you go before the Lord to ask for a financial breakthrough, the accuser arrives in  the court with his paperwork. “Oh, she wants a breakthrough, but Lord look at this, Point 1 - she is serving mammon. Point 2 - she did not keep her vow to pay her pledges. Point 3 - she does not tithe. Point 4 - she stole a pen from her office” and so on it goes.
 
    
 
   You are followed in the supernatural realm. Everything you do is monitored, photographed and put into a file. You are an important person. Security services of hell have your identity documentation, they have your picture, they know where you live and work, they know about the fight you had with your spouse last night and what you said and what you did. You are only fooling yourself if you think you can sin and no-one will know. The whole of the spiritual world is watching and taking notes. There is a “spiritual paparazzi”!
 
    
 
   We have got angels that are called the recording angels or watchers. In Daniel 4:13 - 17 we see how they have been watching and noting the behaviour of King Nebuchadnezzar. He was boasting in his own strength and ability and did not honour God, so verse 17 says that the watchers or holy ones passed a decree of judgement. This implies that a court case was held and a sentence was handed down. In this case, the king had to become like a beast of the field for seven years. This is not just a story from the Old Testament times, this is a glimpse into the workings of the government of heaven.
 
    
 
   Which Government Are You Representing?
 
   Remember Daniel and his twenty-one day fast for a breakthrough for his people. Daniel 10: 12 - 13 The angel told him “…Fear not Daniel, for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard and I am come for thy words. But the Prince of the Kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days; but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia. Now I am come to make thee understand…”
 
    
 
   From the first day that Daniel started praying, heaven started moving on his behalf. An angel was sent with the understanding that he sought. But there was demonic interference. They came to the court to stop the release of the revelation to Daniel. It had to be fought in the court of heaven before a release was granted.
 
    
 
   If you stop praying on day twenty the angel doesn’t get through to your city and to your house because the ‘demonic visa immigration control agents’[3] are going to stop your angel. Without your prayers and without your intercession the angel is going to be held up at the border. Your answer is on its way, the angel is on its way, but you have to keep praying. If you stop praying when your angel lands at the airport, he will get to the immigration  control and be refused entry because you stopped praying. There was no release of a visa for the angel to enter and finish his journey. Unfortunately the angel has to return to heaven with your breakthrough.
 
    
 
   We are continually in a legal spiritual battle for our breakthrough (for our nation or our region) to reach us. Legal demonic and heavenly scrolls or decrees are moving between the supernatural and the natural all the time. The path of each can be frustrated by agents from either kingdom. Our job is to accelerate the release of heaven’s scrolls, while stopping hell’s scrolls through repentance.
 
    
 
   Often Christians get confused and end up being used by Satan’s government more than God’s. You can be a born again Christian and in a moment of a fit of rage you could be helping the enemy against your brother or your sister, because of the way you behaved. Therefore, Satan does not need a bona fide witch, he just needs you in disobedience, he just needs you in rebellion. You make the best ‘witch’ because you are already in a church, you are already in the ministry, you are already involved somewhere and seen as a Christian. He does not need to send in undercover agents, he just uses ignorant Christians. Somewhere along the line we have all committed this sin and frustrated the purposes of heaven!
 
    
 
   Protocol helps in that we have to put in place some rules so that we can minimise people being used on the side of God’s adversary accidentally or without thinking about it. God’s protocols are there so that we do not dishonour the Lord. To ensure we do not commit some rash action that will cause a whole chain of events to help the enemy. This frustrates the answers coming through from heaven. 
 
    
 
   


 
   
 
  




 
   Chapter 3
 
    
 
   
 
  

FIRST THINGS FIRST
 
    
 
   “For this is eternal life, that they might know Thee…” (John 17:2) 
 
   Our starting place must be our desire to KNOW Him. The word ‘know’ here is ‘ginosko’ in the Greek. This word comes from the translation of a Jewish idiom for sexual intercourse between a man and a woman. The Hebrew word is ‘yadah’ which would indicate the most intimate relationship between a man and a woman - the sexual bond. The basic meaning is ‘to know’ and could also be translated ‘...Adam experienced Eve.’ When we know God, we experience eternal life because that which is born out of this intimate relationship will bare His life. 
 
    
 
   “Not everyone that saith unto me Lord, Lord shall enter into the kingdom of Heaven; but he who doeth the will of My Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy name, and in Thy name have cast out devils, and in Thy name done many wonderful works? And then I will profess unto them, I never KNEW you…” (Matthew 7: 21-23)
 
   ‘Knew’ in this passage is also ‘ginosko’.  “I never knew you’, means that Jesus never had an intimate relationship with you. The works you did were birthed out of a relationship with someone else. You never conceived those works with Jesus.  
 
    
 
   As a husband, you want your wife to carry your children exclusively. If you have not been intimate with your wife and she falls pregnant, you know that the child is not yours. In order to prove this, you would subject the baby to a paternity test. This test will indicate whether the child carries your DNA (essence) or another’s. It provides conclusive evidence as to the identity of the Father. 
 
    
 
   That is why, Jesus only recognises the children that are His. Children that carry His DNA, then will look like Him.  In the same way, all our works are like ‘children’ we have birthed. They will one day have a ‘paternity’ test to see whose DNA they carry.  The test is the jealous fire of God.  “Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work, of what sort it is.” (1 Corinthians 3:13) After this fire, these works will either be gold, silver and precious stones (incorruptible like the DNA of God) or wood, hay and stubble. When this happens, we will clearly see whether we knew HIM or not. We will know whether the works we have done were of Him or not. This is why Jesus says, “Not everyone that saith unto me Lord, Lord shall enter into the kingdom of Heaven”.
 
    
 
   It is presumptuous on our part to think that we know Him because we are so busy doing things that, in our opinion, should please Him. We believe that if we are prophesying or doing miracles, God should be pleased.  Anyone can move in a gift. It is not impressive to God. “For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.” (Romans 11:29) They do not automatically indicate God’s approval. Your ability to prophesy accurately does not mean that you KNOW God. What it means is that you have a gift and you have the ability to move in that gift. The priority of mature sons is not so much in the gifts, but rather in wanting to know Him. Out of that relationship, the mandate of the Father is carried out, which may include moving in these gifts. The action may look the same, but the motive is different.
 
    
 
   Mature sons want the Father to be pleased which means He will affirm their works and Jesus will KNOW them.
 
   Our motive in all we do should be “... that I may know Him”. (Phillippians 3:10) Our desire for an intimate relationship with the Father must always be the number one reason for anything that we do. What we do is not important or impressive. It is why we do it that speaks volumes. Angels are impressed when we truly love the Father. 
 
    
 
   We are learning the protocol of the Kingdom because we love Him and we want to know Him. We do not learn protocol so that we can earn points and get further ahead or to get more recognition or anointing. We learn His ways because we love Him and want to be like Him.
 
    
 
   Learning His ways means that we will have to change our ways. God is not going to change to conform to our world. We are going to have to change to conform to His world. When you are invited to visit Queen Elizabeth at Buckingham Palace, you change your behaviour to align with acceptable palace protocol or you do not get inside the palace. No matter how much you may want to, and no matter how much she may want to see you – it is not happening if you will not submit to the prescribed protocols.
 
    
 
   If we are going to serve God, it is going to be on His terms and not ours. He has invited us to be a part of His Kingdom, He is not coming to be a part of our institution or organization. All the changing must be on our side. Hebrews 13:8 “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and today, and forever.” – He is NOT CHANGING! 
 
    
 
   When we come to the Kingdom, we now understand that we must discover what the Father wants and how He wants it. We also understand that if His desires and ways are different to mine, it is I who will change. Heaven does not adjust to us, we adjust to heaven.
 
    
 
   The most important part of all is our motive. Why are we doing it? If we decide to learn protocol simply because we want to know how to rule properly or we want to advance in the Kingdom of God – we have missed it. Our motive must be rooted in our relationship with the Father. In everything we do, we should be looking for the Father’s approval. Is what I am doing pleasing to Him? Is it what He wants, in the way He wants it, at the time He wants it?
 
    
 
   It does not matter if I serve a glass of water or I rule a nation, as long as God is pleased, then I have done my job well. We need to truly ‘get’ this in our spirit. It is not about WHAT we do. If I lead a large church that is changing the city, but it is not what God requires of me, it is in vain. When I get to heaven, He will tell me that I did not do what He asked me to do, even though I may have done many works. I may have seen thousands saved, I may have fed widows and orphans, and clothed the poor. If I did not do what pleased the Father, Jesus will say, “I never knew you”. We have to stop being enamoured with WHAT we do and get passionate about what He wants.
 
    
 
   As ambassadors, we should always be looking for the approval of our king and the seal of heaven’s government on all we do. Our words are weighted with authority when we speak His heart and not our own. When we open our mouths, we should sound like heaven. Our own opinions and ideas should be dead. 
 
    
 
   The Bible says of Satan in Ezekiel 28:15, “ you were perfect in your ways from the day you were created, till iniquity was found in you”. We need to get rid of all iniquity in us that influences the way we serve our King. We must allow the fire of God to purify the intentions of our hearts. That means that all ambition for ourselves must die.  When God puts our works through the fire, the intentions of our heart will be measured and revealed. Wood, hay and stubble? The fire of God that will test us is the fire of His jealousy. Am I serving Him in everything that I do? Is it all about pleasing Him or all about what I want? 
 
    
 
   We must determine to know Him. We want to know Him, to learn His ways in order that we may bring Him pleasure. Then what we do will carry the DNA of God and have life eternal. This is foundational to learn about the protocol of the Kingdom.
 
    
 
   


 
   
 
  




 
   Chapter 4
 
    
 
   
 
  

WHERE DO WE START?
 
    
 
   Wherever we look in the Old Testament, when God instituted something new, He gave very clear instructions of how He wanted it done. When Moses built the tabernacle - God gave instructions down to the type of dye that should be used on the priestly garments. He instituted the priesthood and knew exactly which of the twelve tribes to assign the task. Within this tribe, clans were assigned specific duties according to specific instructions. God has not changed. He knows exactly what He wants. 
 
    
 
   It is our job to find out what He wants and how He wants it. “It is the glory of God to conceal a thing, and the honour of kings is to search out a matter.” (Proverbs 25:2) It is our job as kings to search out God’s mysteries. He conceals some things from us so that we are exercised to seek them out. This takes effort on our part to uncover some of the ways of God. Those who love Him will make the effort!
 
    
 
   Submit To God’s Training Programme
 
   No one receives an understanding of royal protocol naturally. It is something that is learnt. Prince Charles would have been placed under the authority of tutors who taught him to speak correctly, eat correctly and have acceptable manners. His schools and universities would have been pre-determined. He was required to attend a certain unit of the military. His upbringing was about being trained for the position he would hold some day in the Royal family. He was schooled to behave and think in the manner befitting a prince of the realm. This is a continuous discipline – there is no time off! 
 
    
 
   God wants us to be trained for our kingdom positions.  To this end He has provided teachers and mentors for us. Galatians 4:1 - 2 “Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all, but is under tutors and governors until the time appointed by the father.” Mentorship can be in the spiritual or natural realm. We need to embrace the presence of tutors in our lives and thank God for them. Some will be with us for a short season, some for longer seasons, but with all of them, we need to make space to receive their teaching and submit to their correction and training in our lives. 
 
    
 
   1 Corinthians 4:15 For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers. We are supposed to have as many as ten thousand instructors, coaches and mentors. Parents, school teachers, sport coaches, books you read, training seminars you attend – these are all mentors to some degree or other. The type of school you are attending is not a mistake, the sport that you play is training you, the cultural activities that you are sometimes forced to do will form part of your training. God uses everything. 
 
    
 
   Back to Prince Charles, his life has never been his own. From the youngest age he has had to lead a life of discipline. Each day was ordered for him – what he would wear, what he would learn, who he would speak with and so on. All his major life decisions were determined by his identity as future king of England. He was being groomed for a throne and his whole life was and is about being trained and prepared to hold that position. 
 
    
 
   Our rank and position is assigned to us by God and He knows what we are meant to be. The level of submission to our tutors and the effort that we make in applying what we learn will qualify us to hold that position. You can be destined for the throne but never qualify to hold it. We learn obedience through suffering. Jesus did and so shall we. Hebrews 5:8 “Though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the things which He suffered.”
 
   All great leaders will tell you, you have to die to your own desires in order to fulfil the needs of the people for whom you have responsibility. God has made every provision for you to fulfil your destiny and calling; whether you do or not, depends on you. It depends on your willingness to die to your own agenda, to embrace His ways and submit to the training and discipline of your teachers. The choice is yours.
 
    
 
   You can only move on to be a son once you have made this decision to submit to heaven’s agenda for your life.
 
    
 
   Learn The Heart Of The Father
 
   Prince Charles also learned by watching his mother and father. He would have spent time with them and asked them questions about certain things that they did. They would teach him the motivation behind many of their decisions, why they did something one way and not another. We also need to develop this relationship with our Father in Heaven. We need to spend time getting to know who He is. Why does He do things a certain way? What is His motivation when He rules? 
 
    
 
   This kind of relationship takes time and intimacy to establish, but God longs to have it. He wants to train His sons in His ways. Moses was a friend of God because he longed to know His ways. He was not satisfied with just seeing the miracles, he wanted to know why God did things a certain way. This should be our goal too.
 
    
 
   We should want to hear God’s opinion on things so that we can change our thinking and opinions to line up with God. It is not about our opinion of how God should do things, it is not about our feelings, but it is about what the Father says. We learn His ways so we can align with Him. We cannot change what we do not know. Making a decision to know our Father will of necessity bring change to us.     1 John 3:2 “...but we know that when He shall appear, we shall be like Him.”
 
    
 
   Revelation 4:11 “For Thou hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure they were created.” A son is looking to fulfil the desires of His father so that He might be pleased. Sons are to bring their Father in Heaven pleasure. This requires a complete about-turn in much of our thinking. Much of our modern, Western, Christian life is centered on what God will do for me, what He can give me? This is the wrong question. We should rather ask, “What can I give Him?” In order to please Him, we must know what will please Him. We will only discover this as we commit to learn His ways and His heart. We need to become intimate with our Father, ask questions, spend time with Him and find out what He enjoys. 
 
    
 
   “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:17)This is the endorsement we are looking for. Anything that we do without this endorsement will not matter in eternity. 
 
    
 
   How To Learn His Ways
 
   We learn His ways by practicing. A child learns to eat with a knife and fork by practising at each mealtime under the supervision of his parent. As he tries to cut his food, his parent corrects the way that he holds the utensils and instructs him on the correct pressure to apply and so on. His skill improves with each meal, until he masters the basics of eating with a knife and fork. Then his parents will move on to teaching him the social etiquette of eating a meal with other people. The correct speed at which to eat, not to talk with his mouth full, not to put his elbows on the table. I am sure you all have your parents’ directives ringing in your ears when you sit down to a meal!  
 
    
 
   This is how we practise. Each church meeting that you attend is a learning opportunity. At the start of the meeting, your spirit will immediately pick up the spiritual atmosphere and this is expressed through signals in your body and soul. We have to learn to read these signs. When you walk into a meeting and it feels like everyone has the weight of the world on their shoulders and everyone is depressed, you can sense that spiritual atmosphere. Where there is oppression, you will need to do some warfare or rousing praise in order to change the atmosphere. Then you may walk into a meeting where your spirit soars. You often cannot wait to praise God and jump up and down and you have a feeling of excitement and expectation. This is the atmosphere of heaven you are experiencing. Heaven is excited at the gathering of the saints and is ready to praise with them. You feel like you are starting a journey.
 
    
 
   As the meeting continues you can often feel it ‘building’ in the spirit and there are times when you know that something has to happen. You may not know what, you just know that something in you is expectant. When that something happens – maybe it is a specific prayer, maybe it is a prophetic word, maybe it is just a time of silence – you know that you have hit the mark. You feel good. You feel like something is finished. There is a general feeling of satisfaction. You may not be able to explain this or even have any idea of what happened, you just know it feels good. This is your spirit indicating that the job was well done. God has taken pleasure in what transpired.
 
    
 
   However, if the meeting did not hit the mark, you will feel it just as acutely. You will personally feel at a loss. Perhaps the worship was cut short, or the revelation did not come or it just seemed like the meeting went around in circles. We have all been in meetings like this. You do not know what should have been different, you do not really even know what was wrong, you just know that you walked away feeling unsatisfied, frustrated and empty. Many times you will even feel like crying and when someone asks what is wrong, you have no idea. You have no way to express it. You just know you are not happy. This is your spirit indicating that God is not pleased or He is grieved because His desire for that meeting was not met. You may feel the longing in His heart and this will manifest as frustration.
 
    
 
   We need to experience good and bad meetings in order to learn. When you have a good meeting, ask yourself, “What was good? Where did we hit the mark? How did that feel?” When things went wrong, ask the same questions. Go back to God and ask Him what you should have or could have done differently. 
 
    
 
   Practise this in your personal times of worship and reflection. Get to know what God likes. The more you practise, the more often you will hit the mark and you will learn what pleases the heart of the Father.
 
    
 
    
 
   


 
   
 
  




 
   Chapter 5
 
    
 
   
 
  

PROTOCOL BASICS
 
    
 
   Determine Your Sphere Of Influence
 
   This refers to the area or region over which you exert some kind of authority or domination. For example, your body is within your sphere of influence. You have authority over what it does, how it behaves and dresses. Your home and your children would also fall into your sphere of authority. If you own a business, you have authority over the entire business. If you work for a company, your authority only extends to the area that has been measured to you. This is your job description. In order to understand protocol, you must first determine your sphere of influence.
 
    
 
   2 Corinthians 10:13 “But we will not boast of things without our measure (metron), but according to the measure of the rule which God hath distributed to us…” Metron is a Greek word meaning a measure (‘metre’), literally or figuratively, by implication a limited portion (degree). God has given each person a portion or sphere of influence over which they exert authority. It is God’s sovereign decision as to what your sphere of influence will look like. For some it is written that they will influence nations, for others, they will influence cities and for others, regions. One is not better than the other; it is just a sphere that God assigns.
 
    
 
   When you are born again, you do not immediately have authority over your whole sphere. It enlarges over time, as you are faithful with one thing, more is then given. You would not give your twelve year old son the keys to your car, but you would perhaps give them to your eighteen year old son who has learnt how to drive, has his driver’s licence and has proved trustworthy with other possessions. God applies the same criteria to us. As we develop capacity to hold more responsibility, He will give us more responsibility. As we are faithful in the small things, more will be released. Matthew 25:20-21 “And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five more. His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things.” 
 
    
 
   If you want to increase your sphere of influence, start with that which you have authority over. Do you rule over your body? Do you keep fit and rule over your appetites? Then look at your home and your workplace. Are you a faithful steward of the things that are already in your sphere, do you do all things as unto the Lord bringing His government into these areas of your life?
 
    
 
   Spheres of influence can also be decreased. Many times, God will decrease your sphere of influence for a season in order to teach you something or to prune you. The parable in Matthew 25 of the servant who received one talent and did nothing with it, explains this principle clearly. Matthew 25: 25 - 29 “His lord answered and said unto him, thou wicked and slothful servant… Take therefore the talent from him and give it unto him, which has ten talents. For unto every one that hath shall be given and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath.”
 
    
 
   It is important that you know the limits of your sphere of influence. This is not something you will answer in one day, but rather it is something that you learn over time. When you look back over your life, you will see certain emerging patterns. You will see that with each thing you did, it positioned you for something else, or it took you off course a little. Everything you do has future consequences. Our lives are a result of the choices we make. As ambassadors for Christ, we are trying to live our lives according to what has been written for us in our book. Learning to read the volume of this book is a process. Most often, we learn by mistakes that we make. This is why it is important to regularly look back over your life and assess decisions that you made. If they were wrong ones, repent and ask God how to deal with the consequences to minimize the damage. If they were correct, understand what helped you make the correct decision.
 
    
 
   As part of your assessment, the following will help you determine your sphere of influence:
 
    
 
   •              Know to whom you are called
 
   Are you called for a specific nation or to a tribe or to a region only? Some people minister mainly to orphans, this is what captures their heart, others have a heart for unreached people groups. You may be called to only one nation, some are called for several. There is no right or wrong, it is simply what God has given to you.
 
    
 
   •              Know your gifts
 
   Know what your primary gifts are and also your motivational gifts. This will help you to work on areas that you are weak in and to recognize where you need input.
 
    
 
   •              Know your assignments
 
   Revelation 19:8 “And to her it was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white, for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.” God has created assignments or acts or deeds for us to wear and walk in. They were created before the foundation of the earth and written in our books. We need to learn what garments are ours and what fits us. We are not created to do everything. Each person has a part and each person is needed to do their part. Different garments are measured to us at different times depending on our capacity.
 
    
 
   When you are first born-again, you will be involved in everything your church does, because you are hungry for God and want to serve Him. As you do everything, you will begin to get a feel for those things you are more passionate about. Maybe you are more drawn to prayer than evangelism, or to children more than to adults. This will begin to refine what you will become involved in.
 
    
 
   Once you focus on an area, you will have opportunity to serve at different levels. How many of us have gone on an outreach trip or prayer assignment because it sounded exciting, but when you actually got to do it, you found you had no grace for it? This is how you learn: trying on garments until you find what is made for you. Most often you learn through mistakes what your assignment is and what it is not.
 
    
 
   Many times, the garments or assignments that God has for us are too big for us. He sends exercises our way to enlarge our capacity, that we come to the measure of the garment. Angels will check back regularly on our progress to see when we are ready for that assignment (Zechariah 1 and 2). If we do not do the work, we are never released to the assignment, because we never reach the capacity necessary to wear the garment.
 
    
 
   As you mature, you recognize your garments quickly and they are always tailor-made for you.
 
    
 
   •              Know your measure of faith
 
   Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for and the evidence of things not seen.”
 
   When you pray for healing for a person, how much faith do you have that God will heal that person? Do you have faith that he will do it 100% of the time or only 50% of the time? At what level is your faith? Some people have faith to raise the dead, others have faith for finances, others for miracles. You need to know what you have faith for. 
 
    
 
   The best way to find out what your faith level is, will be during a crisis. When the pressure is on, we know what we believe. 
 
    
 
   •              Know your pattern of successes
 
   Assess what you do well. Often times there are things that just come naturally to you while others seem to struggle to do them. Often, this is a sign of your sphere of influence. Because of my upbringing, I am used to being surrounded by people from all different backgrounds and ethnicities. I am comfortable with it and it is normal to me. I love the differences and cultures of different nations. The more the merrier. It is natural and easy for me to gather and unify people from different backgrounds and ethnicities. I always thought everyone could do that, but I have seen over the years that it is part of the sphere that God has measured to me.
 
    
 
   So look at what you do well and ‘naturally’ – it is usually because it falls within your sphere of influence.
 
    
 
   •              Know your opponent
 
   Within your sphere of influence, God will give you understanding of your enemy. You will understand the prevailing spiritual climate and recognize the territorial spirits that rule over that place. You will understand the altars and thrones that are set up over the region. You need to know the plan of the enemy if God is going to use you to overthrow the enemy’s plans.
 
    
 
   It is not given to every person to know everything about every region. The places where you have good understanding of the strategies of the enemy will give an indication of your sphere of influence or garment.
 
    
 
   •              Know revelation
 
   In the same way, you will have supernatural revelation about God’s plan and purpose for a region or situation. In your sphere of influence, you will just know things that others do not know. You may not know how you know them, you just do. This is part of the grace that is released for you to operate in your sphere of influence. Revelation gives you authority, and this is one of the ways that authority is released to you in your sphere.
 
    
 
   •              Know under whose authority you are
 
   You need to know who has authority in your life and you must be submitted to that or you will be blown about by every wind of doctrine.
 
    
 
   Let us briefly look at how authority structures work in the natural. We have a President of the nation. He has a team of Cabinet Ministers around him, for example the Minister of Safety and Security. He then has the ministry of Security around him comprising of the Army Commander, Police Chief and so on. Each of these has officials under him down to the Policeman on the street. When the Policeman tells you to get out of your car, his authority has been given to him by the Police Chief of that area who is over him. His authority has been given by the nation’s Police Chief, whose authority stems from the Minister of Safety and Security, whose authority stems from the President. In the kingdom of God, God is President and He has people of different ranks holding different positions. We need to be ‘employed’ in one of the spheres of influence of the kingdom. When the person over us gives an instruction, we need to understand that it is coming from God ultimately.
 
    
 
   We need to submit ourselves to leaders, who themselves are under authority. This is called apostolic alignment and is crucial in determining your sphere of influence. The authority over you will often be the one to recognize your sphere even before you do.
 
    
 
   Your Sphere Of Influence Determines Your Authority
 
   Once you have determined your sphere of influence, you will know the limits of your authority over situations. For example, it is very rude to walk into someone else’s house and decide that you do not like the way they place their furniture, so you decide to rearrange it. In someone else’s house, you do not have authority to change or re-arrange things, even if you are right. It is not your home and therefore not in your sphere of influence. Unless an individual asks for your input, you have no authority.
 
    
 
   You may think this is a simple example, but this is how people behave when they visit churches and ministries? As in the natural, so it is in the spirit. When you visit someone's spiritual house, you may not change the vision or structure just because you think it would be better. If you dictate the vision in somebody else’s house, it is the same as you going into their house and changing their furniture without their permission. 
 
    
 
   Likewise, it is not for you to discipline another person’s child in their own house. Perhaps the child needs it, but this is not up to you to make that decision. You are not the parent of that house. Unless you have a really good relationship with the parents, you cannot even tell them that their child needs to be disciplined because they will become angry with you. If your opinion is not sought, you will be out of protocol by bringing it. The protocol in each house is that the parents are going to decide how they are going to raise their children, including how they will discipline them. When you visit another church, you are out of protocol if you bring a word of correction and discipline, unless your input has been invited by the leadership. We must know our sphere of influence.
 
    
 
   You cannot visit any church or ministry and think that you can pray for the people in the church if you have no release from leadership. We teach our children not to accept sweets from strangers, but we think that it is acceptable to let anyone that comes into our churches pray for us and prophesy over us without knowing them. It is the responsibility of the leaders (parents) to ensure the safety of the child. That includes spiritual safety. At our conventions, we have a protocol statement that you may not pray for people with whom you do not have relationship. The ministry team should be identifiable to pray with delegates during ministry times. This to protect delegates. Yet so often, many people get offended because they think they should be able to pray for anyone, at any time. It shows their lack of maturity and ignorance of protocol. It is time for this childishness in the body of Christ to change.
 
    
 
   Know your sphere of influence that has been measured to you.
 
    
 
   What Is Rank?
 
   The word rank can be defined as the position of a person, place, thing, or idea in relation to others based on a shared property. It can also mean a level in an organization such as the military. It points to an official grade or position.
 
    
 
   There is rank in the supernatural world. Different angels have different jobs and are given different responsibilities. Angels that worship around the throne (cherubim and seraphim) look different to warring angels or angels that carry messages to earth. Angels understand that their assignments are according to their rank. Hell is organized in the same way. Satan simply copied God’s order of government. Ephesians 6:12 details the different ranks of demonic powers - principalities, powers, rulers of darkness and spiritual hosts of wickedness. Each of these has different assignments and different ranks.
 
    
 
   If the Kingdom of God has rank, then we as citizens of that Kingdom will be assigned a rank also. Our assignments and mandates will be given in accordance with that rank.
 
    
 
   In the church, we do not like to acknowledge that people have different ranks because we think that it makes one person better than another. We base this opinion on a scripture taken out of context. 1 Corinthians 12:13 “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body… and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.” Our human logic says that everyone must be the same, since we all hear the same Spirit. Don’t we all have the same baptism and have the same access to God? Our erroneous conclusion may be that  we are all equal and there is no rank differentiation.
 
    
 
   If we look at the above scripture in its context, we will see that Paul is teaching about spiritual gifts. He starts the chapter by saying “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.” (1 Corinthians 12:1 )He goes on to explain that there are different kinds of gifts but they have all been given by the same spirit and every person that is born again will have a manifestation of that Spirit. Verse 7 “But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.”
 
    
 
   We do all have the gift of the same Holy Spirit, but the manifestation through each person will be different. Verse 8 - 9 “For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom, to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another the gifts of healing by the same spirit…” From this text it is clear that no one receives all the manifestations of the Spirit. Why else would Paul say ‘to another, to another, to another’. He goes on to clarify in verse 11 “But by these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit dividing to every man severally as He will.” God decides who will receive which gift and in what measure. Although we all have the same Spirit, we have the manifestation of that Spirit in different measures according to God’s will.
 
    
 
   We are one body from one Spirit, made up of many different parts that all work together to bring glory to God. He likens it to a physical body. We cannot all be ears, we cannot all be feet. We need to move in the manifestation of the gift that God has measured to us because each part is important and must supply for the good of the whole body. One part is not more special than another, but it does have a different job with a different level of responsibility. 
 
    
 
   We cannot all be in the office of a prophet or an evangelist. We would also need teachers and compassion ministries. We need everyone doing their job. We have established that we have different measures of the manifestation of the Spirit, which assigns us different jobs, but does that mean we have different ranks? 
 
    
 
   Verse 28 “And God hath set some in the church: First apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.” Here we note that God has appointed or set certain people in place. This is different from the Holy Sprit that gave to some and another and another. This is God setting in place. He is setting His order. And in His order, he sets FIRST apostles, then prophets and so on. This indicates that God recognizes rank. Apostles are before prophets. They carry a different level of authority and gifting than prophets or those who work miracles. Each rank receives a corresponding grace.
 
    
 
   The apostle is a master-builder and needs different skills and authority than a miracle worker who raises the dead and opens blind eyes. One is not better than the other, just different. God has set the order. It is our job to find our position and submit to the person above us in rank.
 
    
 
   We are all equal in our standing before God, but have different levels of authority. Just as in the military, we are all soldiers, but some are corporals, some generals and some are lieutenants. Your job as a corporal is different to that of a lieutenant. And if you are an ordinary infantryman, you would be out of protocol if you entered a general’s office and gave your opinion on how he should lead the troops. This is the same in God’s kingdom. God, in His sovereignty, has assigned certain ranks to different people. Let us acknowledge God’s wisdom and submit to His order.
 
    
 
   Determining Your Rank
 
   In order to have a rank, you need to be a part of a body. We are all part of the body of Christ, but need to be planted in a local body of believers where we are under submission to authority and serving a corporate vision. The only time that God will not place you in a body is when you are on a tropical island surrounded by cannibals and you are the only one saved. Even then, He will probably cause a spirit of travail to fall upon you that others can be saved and a body can be formed. God expects us to be part of something larger than ourselves. We are to be planted in a body, serve and march in that place according to instruction.
 
    
 
   Once you know in which local body God has planted you, you need to find your place. The easiest way to do this is to serve your way into it. Do not expect the leader to come begging you to preach or lead a missions outreach when you first arrive. You grow into your place. The principle expressed by Jesus in Luke 16:10 “He that is faithful in that which is least, is faithful also in much” is the key to determining your rank.
 
    
 
   God promotes faithful people. David had been faithfully serving his father, Jesse, for many years as a shepherd when he was sent to take food to his brothers at the front. He was simply being faithful to do what his authority figure asked him to do when he was presented with the opportunity to fight Goliath and he drew the attention of the king. Later he went from serving in his father’s house to serving in Saul’s house. He did this faithfully until God gave him his own house. Throughout scripture, this is the pattern. Daniel and Joseph are other examples of this pattern.
 
    
 
   Why do we think that it will be different with us? God calls us to begin to serve somewhere doing whatever it is that our hand finds to do. Offer to clean the bathrooms at the church, make the tea on Sundays, look after the children during services. Look for opportunities to serve. As you do this and are faithful, God will open opportunities to serve in other places with increased responsibility. Matthew 20:26 “But whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister (servant).”
 
    
 
   Do not serve with the expectation of promotion, you will quickly be offended by your leaders. Serving to be noticed and seen as indispensable is a wrong motive. We serve so that God can develop the heart of a servant in us. Matthew 20:28 “ … the son of Man come not to be ministered (served) unto, but to minister (serve) and to give His life a ransom for many.” We are to be like Him.
 
    
 
   It is a sign of elevated rank that we love the body of Christ and are willing to serve it, even if it means laying down our life for it. That does not mean that we physically have to do it, but rather that we may need to die to some of our own desires and ambitions. We should be prepared to lay down our personal vision in order to see someone else fulfil theirs. This is a sign of maturity. We need to deal with our petty jealousies and envy of each other. Every person wants to be better than their brother. They want to be the best prophet in town, the only one who works miracles and so on. This kind of thinking is indicative of low-ranking people in the Kingdom. All the great men and women of God that I have met are truly humble and rejoice more in the advancement of their brothers and sisters than in their own successes. Our gifting is there to bring everyone else into their destiny. Our lives are to be poured out in service to others. This is maturity. 
 
    
 
   We have to start somewhere. Start serving where you are. As we serve, the rough edges are sandpapered off of our lives, our flesh dies, our hearts are circumcised and we become more like Jesus. We pay the price for what we have. Then we are ready to be promoted. Your leaders or spirituals parents will usually acknowledge your growth and give you more responsibility. Then you start the process again at a higher level. Serving, being sandpapered into shape, dying some more, paying the price, less of you and more of Him and then coming to a place of promotion where more responsibility can be given. In this way, you build your spiritual CV, a track record of faithfulness and service, a steady changing from glory to glory.
 
    
 
   The price we pay for each promotion will keep us humble before the Lord. We know that, without Him, we would not have been able to be where we are.
 
    
 
   Each promotion will attract more attention from the enemy. For this reason, more grace is released at each level to handle the assignment. God does not take the warfare away, He just enables you to deal with it. I heard Dennis Peacocke say, “God is your fight manager”. You may think you are ready to take on the heavyweight champion of the world, but a responsible manager starts you on a training program. Initially you fight small, lightweight opponents. At first you lose every fight. Slowly you learn to read your opponent’s strategies. Then you get stronger and then you start to win . When this happens, you get promoted to the next level. Your opponents are now middleweight contenders who are more experienced and stronger than you. Your training programme will need to be adjusted to meet these new challenges. As soon as you master this level, you move onto the next and so it continues until you are ready to face the heavyweight champion. It is the same in the supernatural realm. You start off dealing with small demons and move on to larger ones until you are ready to deal with territorial spirits.
 
    
 
   For this reason it is foolish to try and do the job of someone whose rank is above you. If you try and do what they do, you will draw the warfare of that rank, but will not have the required grace or anointing that should accompany the title. 
 
    
 
   Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought to. In Matthew 20:21 - 22 we see the mother of Zebedee’s sons asking Jesus for a position for her sons in His kingdom. Jesus replies, “ Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” Every job has a price attached to it; a cup that we have to drink in order to hold the position. We can desire the position, but we must be prepared to drink the cup that accompanies it.
 
    
 
   Allow God to deal with your rough edges and determine to pay the price for this rank. As you do this, your gift will mature and clarify with each season. It will become more focused and specialized. Your skill in that gift will become honed. People who do not even know you will call on you to flow in that gifting. Your leaders will recognise your gifting in that area and pull on it. In due season God will promote you to a higher rank.
 
    
 
   Delegated Authority
 
   God always honours what He ordains. Especially his authority structures. Jesus understood this. At twelve years old, Jesus knew He had to be ‘about His Father’s business’. At the same time He remained subject to His parents and did not usurp their authority over Him. The Bible then goes on to say that ‘He grew in wisdom and stature’. We too, must be found under authority. To achieve something for God, His order must be in place.
 
    
 
   The book of Joel says this about the army of the Lord. Joel 2:7-8 “They shall run like mighty men, they shall climb the wall like men of war; They shall march every one on his ways, and they shall not break their ranks. Neither shall one thrust another; They shall walk every one in his path.”  This is what we are to look like when we come into a meeting. Each person takes up his place, no one fights about what they should or should not do. Each person is faithful to hold their position. The head is followed and they march in unity and in rank. The body then hits the mark and fulfils the mission assigned to them. This is what the army of the Lord SHOULD look like. Sadly, we are not there yet.
 
    
 
   Instead, when we come to meetings, everyone pulls for their own agenda. Believers fight the leader because they do not think he should be leading. They believe that they are more anointed or that they have the word of the Lord. Saints compete with one another about who will prophesy, who will see more in the spirit realm, who will receive more attention from the leader! On the outside, it looks ‘perfect’, everyone is smiling and  saying “Bless you my brother/sister”.  How saddened God must be at the state of chaos in our meetings. It is time to be honest with ourselves and correct these situations if we want to be the army that Joel prophesied.
 
    
 
   God has set Jesus as the Head of the church and this is our pattern. Every small body, has a delegated head. We must acknowledge and honour this head. At all times, the head of the house must be respected as the head of the house.  The person whom God appoints to steward the work and is hold the vision is the head. This leader is responsible for the believers in that house and therefore has authority to administrate the rules or protocol of that house.
 
   If God honours leaders, so must we, whether we think  they are doing a good job or not. 
 
    
 
   In Numbers 12 we read the story of the rebellion of Miriam and Aaron. They felt justified to criticize Moses because he had married an Ethiopian woman.  They judged his actions and then started questioning His authority. Numbers 12:2 “And they said, “Hath the Lord indeed spoken only by Moses? Hath He not spoken also by us?” And the Lord heard it.” Now God calls all three to the Tabernacle of Meeting. He rebukes Miriam and Aaron in Numbers 12:8 “With him I will speak mouth to mouth...Were ye not afraid to speak against my servant Moses? And the anger of the Lord was kindled against them, and He departed.” We have to agree with the way God sees our leader. Miriam and Aaron were siblings of Moses and they saw all of his shortcomings. This did not give them the right to question his relationship with God. Religious spirits will judge the action without considering the heart of the person and where they are positioned with God. God sees these judgements as rebellion against the leader and a challenge to His authority ultimately. This is why He struck Miriam with leprosy. Leprosy can be a sign of rebellion in the body. God wanted His people to have a visual picture of what we look like when we criticize His leaders and disrespect authority.
 
    
 
   We think that a little criticism here or there about our leader is just ‘talk’, but it can quickly escalate into religious judgement that God sees as leprous. God disciplined Miriam severely to stop this contagious attitude. Numbers 12:14 “If her father had but spit in her face, would she not be shamed seven days? Let her be shut out of the camp seven days, and after that let her be received in again.” God is serious about dealing with rebellion and dishonour towards His leaders.
 
   Prophetic intercessors see and hear privileged information about ministers and churches. The test of our maturity will be how we react. When God shows us hidden things about the pastor, the people or the house, most people think that we have authority to do something just because we saw or heard. This is not necessarily true in every circumstance.
 
    
 
   As we said, in gatherings, the head must be respected as the head. When we visit another church, we submit to the pastor of that church and honour their protocols. If they do not allow clapping in their church, we do not clap. We are in someone else’s house, we should abide by their rules. It is not our place to judge or criticize. It is not our place to rebuke them and tell them they must clap. In fact, unless I am specifically invited by the leader to say something, I do not say anything at all. Even if we are invited to greet the congregation or share a word, we should say something that will encourage and uplift them. We should not bring a public rebuke. 
 
    
 
   We can only ever bring a rebuke to someone if we have a relationship with that person. It is like disciplining your children. We, as parents, discipline our children because we love them and want to see them mature into well-behaved adults. We know that we love them and they know that we love them. We have an established relationship. We may allow their grandparents to discipline them if they have a relationship with them that is close. Discipline and rebuke must always be administered in love. 
 
    
 
   In the same way, when we bring a rebuke to a church or a group of people, we must, of necessity, be in covenant relationship with the leaders. At our conventions, we do not allow anyone to release a prophetic word without knowing them. This is especially true if the word is a rebuke. This is not a criticism of their level of anointing or gifting. God has set His order and will usually flow through relationship.
 
    
 
   We must ensure that we bring the word in love. As parents, you know that very often when you are disciplining your child, you are crying more than they are. It should be the same when we bring a word of rebuke to God’s people. We must feel God’s heart on the issue and weep for His people as He does. This qualifies us to bring the word.
 
    
 
   What if you are a visitor and receive a very strong word from the Lord? Does this entitle you to bring it? It may be very serious and you know it is God - you are shaking all over, the word is burning in your bones so to speak. Can you make an exception in this case? Be careful. Ask an usher what the house protocol would be and if the leader does not call on you, you stay in your seat and keep quiet. After the service, HUMBLY submit the word to the designated authority as you can. It is only your responsibility to submit it and leave it with the leadership.
 
    
 
   In our own churches, learn the house protocol in order to serve and build the house. We should honour the leadership and develop relationship to serve. This will build trust. When the Lord speaks to you about the church, you then have a place to speak. Leaders who want a prophetic flow in their ministry, must put a protocol in place to make room for these gifts in the house. 
 
    
 
    Delegated authority is God’s idea!


 
   
 
  




 
   Chapter 6
 
    
 
   
 
  

BUT I HAVE BEEN WOUNDED!
 
    
 
   We do not live in a perfect world. Excesses and error in teachings about delegated authority have sometimes led to the abuse of God’s children. These wounded and hurt people have put up walls to protect themselves. It is sad, but it is a fact of life in the Body of Christ today.
 
    
 
   Abuse is always about immaturity and a lack of love. This does not excuse the abuse, but we have to stop letting our pain make the word of God of no effect. By this I mean, we must not let our hurts cause us to turn against the truths of God and His ways.
 
    
 
   Many leaders and intercessors have been wounded by the ‘protocol’ administered by a person with a control or religious spirit. This presumption usually happens when people take authority beyond their limit. The word says in Proverbs 22:15 “Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; The rod of correction will drive it far from him.” Spanking a child in love will help him. However, when that parent beats the child black and blue and breaks their bones, they have taken their authority too far. It is the same in the Body of Christ. People get hurt when we take our authority beyond its God ordained limits. You should make every effort to remove yourself from an abusive relationship such as this.
 
    
 
   Let us consider some of these abuses. For example, when a leader gives you permission to pray into a certain area of their life, you need to do this with the fear of the Lord. Too many of us use our gifts to illegally look into all the private parts of a leader’s life to see deep-seated sins or shortcomings. If we do not handle this maturely, we go into error. Some people then refuse to submit to that leader because they are in sin and feel therefore that he/she is not worthy of submission. This is a slippery path. 
 
    
 
   Aaron and Miriam thought the same of Moses. He had taken an Ethiopian wife, not an Israelite, and they thought this ‘sin’ gave them the right to rebel against him. We have seen that it did not. In the same way, you may see the sin, but do not know what is being done about it. The leader may not even be aware that it is there yet. Or he may be seeking counsel for the problem and in that case, you should cover him in love as he deals with his sin. Do not be hasty to run into rebellion as Aaron and Miriam did. You may find that you are the one with leprosy.
 
    
 
   On the other hand, it does happen that leaders are in sin and refuse to repent. For example, he is stealing money from the church or he is in adultery. In cases such as this, the sin is continuous and premeditated. If you keep covering that sin, you will take on his warfare and feel the effects of it. He may feel that what he is doing is justifiable as he is ‘getting away with it’ because of the lack of repercussions. Get into agreement with God and align your prayers with heaven. The situation will blow up, because sin always manifests itself eventually. 
 
    
 
   This situation is a test for you. Can you keep praying God’s will for that person’s life without gossiping and slandering? Can you wait for God to handle the situation and resist meting out your own justice in the name of the Lord? God will not be mocked, but He will use every situation to grow us into maturity.
 
    
 
   Sometimes I find that many people who flow in a prophetic / intercessory gifting may think they are more spiritual than everyone else, especially their leaders. They believe that they hear God better than others and that this gives them the right to dictate vision and direction. Oftentimes, they tell me that their pastor just does not get it. He is doing everything wrong because he cannot hear God like they can. So they bring the ‘word of the Lord’ to their leader time and again in public rebukes. They bring the issues up for ‘discussion’ at their home cell meetings so that they can ‘get confirmation’ that their leader is getting it wrong and is not hearing God. They have heard God and if the pastor would just listen to them, everything would be fine. Does this sound familiar?
 
    
 
   Well, the interesting thing is that so often, these spiritual types are correct in what they are hearing and seeing for the church. And at times, they are even correct in that the pastor is doing some things wrong. However, this still does not give them the right to dictate to their leader. This kind of behaviour results in wounded leaders who then refuse to receive any kind of word from anyone. It also leaves us with frustrated intercessors who believe their leader is against them and hates them. Communication channels break down, bitterness sets in, gossip starts and this kind of thing can result in church splits and many wounded believers. The whole body suffers as the church or ministry stagnates.
 
    
 
   Prophetic/intercessory people are necessary people in any body. They are the watchmen on the walls and have a job to fulfill. God will show them things about the church, they will be able to prophetically read the church’s book and their input can be extremely valuable. 
 
    
 
   Leaders need to make space for these people in their church. As they should for all the gifts. Both parties need to learn to embrace a protocol that will allow this and ultimately benefit the body.
 
    
 
   Let us talk about this in the context of an intercessor in a local body. Firstly, intercessors need to be serving in the body and helping to build it. Not just in prayer, but with time and finances. We should be committed to the vision of the house and the leadership. We should develop a relationship with the pastor and his leaders. Leaders, take time to pray with your intercessors and discern what God could be saying to them. Try to regularly give them some of your time and let them know that what they do is important to the church. Let them know that you value them, not just their gift. A relationship of trust needs to be carefully nurtured by both sides. 
 
    
 
   Intercessors should focus on the job of praying and hearing from God. Then they submit it to the pastor or leader. This is their job description. The pastor needs to discern the words, weigh them and act on them. This is his job. It gets messy when we try and do each other’s jobs.
 
    
 
   If the pastor does not act on a specific word or revelation, the intercessor should not take offence. You have done your job. What gets done with the word is no longer your problem. You are no longer responsible before God. When you submit something to your leader, the responsibility for that word has shifted. 
 
    
 
   By putting this protocol in place, we could avoid much of the wounding and hurt that we see taking place in the body today. I am not saying that it will be easy. We will all have to deal with our arrogance, pride and stubbornness. We need to repent, forgive one another and fall on the rock in order to embrace this protocol. As I said earlier, the Father is looking for us to come to maturity so that His Son will be glorified.
 
    
 
   Another reason there are so many ruptured relationships in the body today could be that we do not take up the necessary responsibility of our given assignment and expect others to do it for us. This phenomenon has been prevalent between church leaders and intercessors for a long time, but what concerns me is that this trend is now being carried into the marketplace.
 
    
 
   Many times, leaders fall into the trap of seeing intercessors as their personal property. They are like a clockwork toy that must pray for his or her issues and problems 24/7. The leader views himself as the one who does the work and the intercessor must carry the spiritual burden of the church or company. 
 
    
 
   If anything goes wrong, the intercessor must pray and ‘fix it’ in the supernatural realm. The intercessor is expected to seek God on all matters pertaining to the business or leader. This happens because the leader decides, “Well Jane can hear God better than me and has more time to sit waiting for God so I will let her carry that responsibility. I am too busy, it is her job anyway.” This type of thinking is abusive and leads to ruined relationships.
 
    
 
   We all have a responsibility before God for our own lives. We need to be the one who rules over our own life. When we give that authority away to another, we could be in trouble. There is nothing wrong with receiving advice or prayer from someone concerning the issues you are dealing with, but the decisions that you make concerning your life must be your own. You will have to take responsibility for them before God.
 
    
 
   The same principle applies to churches and businesses. As the CEO of a company or pastor of a church, it is your baby, so to speak. You can have intercessors help you pray through things, but you are to rule over the company or church. God has given you the spiritual authority. When you are seeking to resolve an issue or find a way forward, you as the CEO are the head and very often, God will only give you the blueprint. If you do not make the time to seek Him, you will not receive the instruction and your company or church will flounder. Typically a finger gets pointed at the intercessor because he or she is not doing their job. When in fact, it is the head who is being negligent! The CEO gets angry with the intercessor because there is no breakthrough. The intercessor gets frustrated with the CEO because they are doing their best, but to no avail. 
 
    
 
   Again, this finger-pointing and frustration leads to a breakdown in the relationship and abuse of one or both parties. In the supernatural realm, we all need to understand our area of responsibility. We need to know where we are called to rule and where we are called to help.
 
    
 
   The last example that I want to address is a serious one that needs to be rectified in the Body of Christ as soon as possible. This is one where believers refuse to be accountable to anyone except God. They believe that only God can lead them and they do not need to submit their lives to anyone else. They may be part of a church, but do as they please. 
 
    
 
   This problem starts among us leaders. We expect our people to submit and be accountable, but refuse to be accountable to anyone ourselves. Let us get this straight - we all need to be accountable to an authority structure of some sort. No one is only accountable to God. As leaders, we must model the behaviours that we wish to develop in our people. If we are not accountable to others, our people will refuse to be accountable to us. If we do not submit to authority, our people will not submit to our authority. A leader that is a lone ranger is dangerous. Alignment and accountability is of the utmost importance and it starts with leaders.
 
    
 
   Once we ensure that we have set the pattern correctly, we can address this issue within our organization. When we as believers need to make decisions in our lives on issues that are not clearly stipulated in the Word of God, we firstly ask God what to do. Once we have heard what God says, we should submit what we have heard and seek counsel from our leaders before making the decision. The reason we do it this way is so that we can learn to discern the voice of the Lord correctly. When we are submitted to authority, God gives that authority insight and oversight of your life. When He is getting ready to make a change in your life, your authority will be aware of it as God would also have told them. God put His authority structures in place and he honours them.
 
    
 
   For example, if you feel like you should emigrate to another country and feel as if you have heard God on this, you go to your leader and tell him how you feel and what you are hearing from heaven. He will probably pray with you and discern whether you are hearing God correctly. God will have given the leader an inkling of this already. The leader will be able to come into agreement with you and pray with you for direction and the timing. Then as you go through the motions of emigration, you have spiritual authority praying with you and helping you through the transition.
 
    
 
   The problem arises when we make a decision to do something and we are determined to do it. Then we go and ‘submit’ it to the leader saying something like this, “I just want to submit this to you, but God told me I must change my job immediately and become a missionary to China.” When the leader presses for more information in order to pray into it, he is met with a simple, “God told me and if I do not do it, I will be in disobedience.” When leaders are confronted by this, how can they make any comment? How can one after all, question what GOD SAID? In most cases, the leader says little, or nothing, and the person goes ahead with what they want to do. This is a recipe for disaster and the consequences could be harsh.
 
    
 
   Most of the people that I have met who speak like this are extremely sincere and truly love God. It is their earnest heart’s desire to please God. However, they may not realize that they have undealt with rebellion in their hearts. They were probably hurt by a leader in earlier years. Join the club! Instead of dealing with the wound, they cover it up and pretend it does not exist. As we know, it is not forgotten. Unhealed and undealt with wounds usually fester and get worse.
 
    
 
   Then we cover the rebellion by saying “God said”. We take on a religious veneer. We can hear God better than anyone else and eventually we believe that fully. Pride and arrogance climb on the bandwagon and before we know it, no one can correct anything we say. 1 John 2:27 “...you do not need that anyone teach you…” This is a dangerous place to be and a breeding ground for religious error. In this way, we do whatever we want while appearing to be in submission. In truth, all we are doing is avoiding dealing with the pain and rebellion on the inside of us. 
 
    
 
   Many people travel this road into heinous sin. They start off passionately, moving in the prophetic and truly seeking God. This undealt with pain will move them into rebellion and finally to super-spirituality. They become the only one who can truly hear God. Before long they may start believing that the devil can be saved, that fornication is not really a sin or that homosexuality is acceptable. You may be shocked, but I have seen this happen. Undealt with pain is the pre-cursor to many ruined lives.
 
    
 
   Allow the Holy Spirit to bring healing to your hurts and wounds. Do not ignore them and hope they will go away. We will all be offended, hurt and betrayed by someone during our walk with Christ. In fact it will happen many times, if Jesus endured it, so will we. The key is to learn how to deal with it, forgive and move on in love. This is the way to wholeness and maturity in Him.
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THE PROTOCOL OF APOSTOLIC ALIGNMENT
 
    
 
   Jesus came as the first ambassador of the Kingdom of Heaven. He modeled what life in His Father’s Kingdom looks like. To know the Kingdom, we need to study what Jesus said and did. 
 
    
 
   “The Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He seeth the Father do.” (John 5:19)  This shows us that Jesus was under authority. He did not do whatever He felt like doing, He did as He was shown. He understood that when He did this, His words and deeds carried the authority of heaven. This is the principle of alignment that is all important in the kingdom. When we operate in correct alignment, this is a sure indication that kingdom government has begun to function.
 
    
 
   Remember the centurion who asked Jesus to heal his servant? Jesus said he would go with him to his house. “ The centurion answered and said, “Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof. But speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed. For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to this man, “Go’ and he goeth; and to another ‘Come’ and he cometh; and to my servant, ‘Do this’ and he doeth it.”  (Matthew 8:5-10) This man was not an Israelite. He was a Roman citizen and had not been taught the Law or been schooled in the teachings of Moses, yet understood more of the Kingdom of Heaven than the Israelites. This caused Jesus to marvel and say, “Verily, I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel…..”
 
    
 
   This man understood the principle of alignment because he was a soldier. He knew how authority structures were formed. On one end we have the highest authority in an organization, Caesar, in the centurion’s case. Under Caesar were his senators, some of whom were retired military men who would lead the army. The army was made up of different legions. Each legion is headed by a Legatus Legionis. He is assisted by six Tribunis. The most senior of these six would have been the second in command. The Praefectus Castrorum or camp commandant would have been the third in command. Under him would be the  senior centurion or Primus Pilus. He would have overseen the other centurions. Each centurion would have overseen a cohort which was made up of six centuries of soldiers. Each of these centuries was made up of ten Conturbenium. A Conterbenium was the smallest unit of the army comprising of eight soldiers.
 
    
 
   In the Roman army, each rank understood their place in the chain of command and was trained to march in that order. When a centurion received an order, he understood that the authority originated with Caesar. If he disobeyed that order, it would be equivalent to him disobeying Caesar. In the same way, when a centurion issued an order, it carried the authority of the head of the Roman government and would be fulfilled.
 
    
 
   Jesus counted the centurion’s understanding of rank and alignment, as great faith. If Jesus records this as great faith, it is important for us and an example to be emulated. It sounds so simple, yet this issue is a huge stumbling block for many in the body of Christ.
 
    
 
   Authority Structures
 
   The bottom line is that we do not like to be told what to do. The scripture tells us in Psalm 37:23 “ The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord.” If our steps are to be ordered, someone has to give us the order. We say amen to that, but we will only receive the order if we receive it from God ourselves. We do not like to be ordered by any of His authorities here on earth. We feel like that is control.
 
    
 
   God has given us authority figures to tell us what to do until you are mature enough to make your own decisions. Parents make all their child’s decisions for them until a certain age. When you are two, your mother dresses you and feeds you what she feels is the best thing for you. She does not ask you how you feel about it. You will not find a mother asking her two year old if they would like chocolate pudding or vegetables for dinner tonight. The two year old will choose what she likes and not what is best for her. In the same way, God has set authority structures over our lives to lead us in the way we should go.
 
    
 
   However, like two year olds, we often throw tantrums when these ‘parents’ try and direct us. Who does this person think they are? I can hear God for myself. I do not need anyone to tell me what to do. These are the thoughts of a two year old having a tantrum.
 
    
 
   When you are submitted under an authority and a leader asks you to do something, you do not need to go and pray about it. You do not need to go and spend time hearing that instruction for yourself from God. You have been instructed through His authority system. Just as the soldier knows that his order originated with Caesar, we need to understand that when a leader asks us to do something, the request originated with God. We do not need to take time to go and check with God if He really said it. This is evidence of our unbelief. We need to receive the instruction and carry it out as if we heard God say it ourselves.
 
    
 
   It is also not dependent on how I feel about doing that job. When God gives instructions, He is not interested in how we feel about them. Nowhere in my Bible do I see God asking Abraham how he felt about leaving Ur of the Chaldees. Neither did he ask Moses how he felt about the way the tabernacle was to be built. He never asked Noah how he felt about being in the flood or for his opinion on when He should send it. God knows what He wants done. He is just looking for willing vessels to do it.
 
    
 
   When we hear this preached in church, many of us would jump up in agreement and say ‘Amen!’. We agree, we want to do just what God wants. Then a leader asks me to pack away the chairs and I refuse. I do not feel led to do it. It is not my ministry. Do you see how ridiculous we are? I do not need to go and pray about it and see if I am ‘led’ to do it. I have just been led by the leader.  Instead of receiving instructions, everyone wants to be led to do something. The problem we encounter with this thinking is that far too many people never learn to hear the voice of the Lord and end up being ‘led’ by another voice.
 
    
 
   For example, you would not ask the receptionist at the hospital to perform an appendectomy on your child. It is not within her sphere of influence. She does not have the training, background, skills, experience or authority to operate on anyone. She answers phones and does filing. If one day, she felt ‘led’ to operate on someone, what would happen? They would probably die, due to her inability to perform the task she felt ‘led’ to do. Do not laugh! We have people in the church who regularly feel ‘led’ to do things far beyond their mandate, rank or capabilities. When you question them on it, they tell you the Lord ‘led’ them. Oftentimes there were signs to accompany this leading and incredible provision. Let me explain to you, the devil can also lead you, open doors for you and provide you with everything you need, to do exactly what you want. The result always takes you further from the truth of God and very often results in needless casualties! This is the problem when protocol is ignored, people end up dying. Remember Ananias and Saphira (Acts 5)
 
    
 
   This whole idea of needing to be personally ‘led by God’ must be put in perspective. We do need to know that what we are doing has been ordained by God, but God can lead us in different ways. Sometimes it is the still, small voice, other times it is a prophetic word, but God also provides authority structures to lead us. 
 
    
 
   The best example is that of a family. God gives the parents authority over the children. He stresses this authority structure by making it one of the Ten Commandments. Deuteronomy 5:16 “Honour your father and your mother, as the `lord your God has commanded you, that your days may be long, and that it may be will with you in the land which the Lord your God is giving you.” The Jews understand this principle. In Hebraic thought a child must be trained in the way he should go from an early age, even as early as three. In popular, western philosophy, a three year old is asked for his opinion! Incredible! A three year old without the tools and depth of understanding of the world is encouraged to be the master of his own destiny. He cannot even spell destiny… At thirteen, Jewish children celebrate a bar-mitzvah at which they accept responsibility before their community to honour the Law they have learnt. Proverbs 22:6 “Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”
 
    
 
   Let us look at western teenagers at age thirteen. They are now so free to express themselves that they can fall pregnant and have an abortion without their parents knowledge or permission. They freely do drugs and are encouraged to question every instruction. More than that, parents now answer to their children and are required to explain and justify every action and decision. What a sophisticated society we have become. In some countries, there are laws that prohibit parents from disciplining their children, yet children can carry weapons to school and kill each other.– how we have evolved! 
 
    
 
   Levitical priests were released into service for the first time at age thirty. Jesus followed the pattern. 
 
    
 
   In the church we have adopted the western mindset instead of the Hebraic one. Spiritual children are encouraged to give their opinions whenever they ‘feel led’. We are taught to express ourselves whenever and however we want to. We call this spiritual freedom. No wonder we constantly question our leaders without showing any respect. If the Hebraic pattern was good enough for Jesus, have we evolved so much and are so advanced that we can disregard it so blatantly?
 
    
 
   If we think we are going to shift principalities and powers over regions and continents, and cannot even obey our leader, forget it! Your rank and submission to authority is clearly seen in the supernatural realm on your garments. Rank and order must come into our house so that we have credibility and authority in the supernatural realm. 
 
    
 
   Authority Releases Us
 
   Parents teach their children certain skills. When they have mastered the skill to a certain level, the parent releases the child to do it on their own. Apostolic authority should not only align us but also release us. At first it is under supervision. Eventually, no supervision is needed, because we have shown that we can carry the responsibility of our actions.
 
    
 
   The problem is that we become enamoured with our own gifting and our own anointing. This is spiritual narcissism. If we are not soon recognized, appreciated and promoted, we will leave. We are looking for the best place to showcase our unique gift. If our own church will not receive or recognize us, we will keep moving until we find the right position.
 
    
 
   Know Where You Are Called to Rule and Where You Are Called To Help
 
   The gifts God releases to us through His Spirit are the charismata gifts as listed in 1 Corinthians 12:8 - 10 “For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom, to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another divers kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.” 
 
    
 
   However, in 1 Corinthians 12:28 we see that “God hath set some in the church: first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers..” These gifts are not charismata gifts as described in verses 8 through 10. These are domata or dominion gifts that God appoints. These gifts hold an office and set you over something.
 
    
 
   1 Corinthians 14:1 teaches us to “desire spiritual gifts”. The gifts that Paul is referring to are the charismata gifts. You can grow in these and learn to walk in more than one. However, you cannot pray yourself into or grow into the dominion gifts. They are appointed by God. Either He appoints you to the office or He does not. It is His sovereign choice.
 
    
 
   These dominion gifts are ruling gifts and they should, in principle, release charismata gifts. In a perfect world, if you have a prophetic word (charismata gift) during a meeting, the dominion gift should make space for you to release that word. Leaders discern subtle changes in the spiritual atmosphere and decide when to open the door for the charismata gifts to be released. The charismata gifts do not dictate timing, but are ready to step into the door once it has been opened by the leader.
 
    
 
   When each person understands their mandate, moves in rank and is released on command, Heaven’s authority will be behind everything that we do. 
 
    
 
    
 
   


 
   
 
  




 
   Chapter 8
 
    
 
   
 
  

THE PROTOCOL OF COMING IN
 
   AND GOING OUT
 
    
 
   We have already noted that as ambassadors of Christ, every move we make is watched and every action carries weight in the supernatural realm. What we do, or omit to do, can bring blessing and favour to our King or it can invite war and reprisal from other governments (namely Satan’s government). We cannot plead ignorance of the protocols as a defence before heaven as it is our job as ambassadors to learn the ways of the kingdom that we serve. 
 
    
 
   At Home
 
   You need to be sure that you are where are because God planted you there. We have heard it said so many times, that there is no perfect church or house and it is true. Do not look for a perfect house because you will mess it up when you come in. Look for the house that God has chosen for you.
 
    
 
   When you know this, you can approach the leaders of the house and submit yourself to them. As I have explained earlier, begin to serve in this house. Look for any opportunity to serve. Love the people of the house. If you are called to the house, God will give you a supernatural love for them. There will be people that ‘rub you up the wrong way’, but it is your responsibility to love everyone. 
 
    
 
   Be accountable to your leaders. This does not mean that you have to personally tell the pastor or leader everything you do. But it does mean that you should develop a relationship with one of the leaders to whom you can be accountable. This might be a cell group leader or a deacon in the church. Make sure that you are clear on the exact parameters of your accountability structure. 
 
    
 
   Accountability is about submitting to authority in order to receive covering and protection from the house. There is much confusion on this issue as it has been used to control people and prevent them from growing. Again, this is a mistake made by immature and insecure leaders. It does not make the protocol null and void.
 
    
 
   Let me give you a practical example. One of our house prophets was invited to a weekend camp. He did not think he had to tell me about this, as he was just going to the camp for the weekend and did not see it as a big deal. However, the leader asked this prophet  to minister to the whole camp. The prophet did not want to offend the leader and ministered to over three hundred people. (He has that kind of gift and flows in it well.) By the time he was finished, he was physically tired felt he could hardly walk. He called me to urgently pray for him. He was becoming ill and feeling extremely frail.
 
    
 
   I began to pray for him and saw that in the supernatural realm, people had leeched on to him and were drawing his energy from him. They were drawing on his anointing and sapping his strength. They were legally allowed to do this, because he had no covering or protection in the supernatural realm while he was ministering. The leader who released him to pray was looking for his people to be blessed, he was not so concerned with the protection of the prophet. I prayed for him and broke it all off and he became better immediately. I then rebuked him soundly for not telling me that he was going to the camp. If I had known he was going to be there, we could have covered him properly and not had the same result.
 
    
 
   The protocol of accountability is for our own protection and not for control. But we do not understand this because of our immaturity. We believe that we are ready to go out and minister at a camp. We can hear God and we know what to do. We have watched our leader do it a thousand times, it is not so difficult. We reason that the leader does not want to release us because he/she is insecure.
 
    
 
   This type of thinking is dangerous and does not take into account the heart of the leader. Very often, they are simply protecting you from yourself. A godly leader always wants the best for you. Think of the 3 year old who wants to play with his father’s razor. His father says no because he knows the child will get hurt. No matter how often the father tells him not to, the child will insist on trying to get a hold of the razor. Then one day, when the father is busy elsewhere, the child will sneak into the bathroom, take the razor and pretend he is shaving, just like his father. Before he knows it, there is pain and blood everywhere and he does not know what has happened, just that it did not feel so good. He goes crying to his father and wants him to fix him up and love on him. Does this not sound like us?
 
    
 
   God gives us authority structures to be accountable to for our own protection.
 
    
 
   When one leaves a spiritual house, one should always be released by the leaders of that house. This is true whether you are going on a short-term mission trip, a ministry trip or whether you are leaving the house for good. The pattern is that the leaders should lay hands on you and send you with their blessing.
 
    
 
   When you come back from your trip, you should be received back into the house and you should bring a report with you so that the house knows what you have done. We see this example in the New Testament whenever the apostles traveled.
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   When Visiting Other Houses
 
   Visiting other houses speaks of entering another person’s sphere of influence. This could be homes, churches, ministries, nations or regions. 
 
    
 
   We must always ensure that we enter through a gate. This means that we acknowledge the headship in that sphere. Even if that person is of a lower rank than you, you submit to their headship in that area. This is especially true when going into a nation or region that is not your own. 
 
    
 
   John 10:1 “Verily, Verily, I say unto you, he that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.” You cannot just walk into a nation as if you are the first person to bring the gospel to that area. You must respect that others have worked in that field and you are coming to labour amongst them. When you completely ignore other ministries and works in a region, you dishonour them before the Lord and in fact are saying, “I have come because you are not doing a good job and I am here to do it for you.” You are coming to steal from those shepherds who have been faithfully labouring in that field. What an arrogant attitude. This is exactly what we say in the spirit realm when we do not enter through a gate.
 
    
 
   How do you know who the gate is for an area? The gate is an invitation from a person or ministry that is legitimately mandated to work in that city, nation or region. You need to really pray and ask God to open the right gate for you. Oftentimes it is presumptuous to just go into a nation and do something without being invited. Sometimes it will take years before the right gate opens, but it is always worth the wait. 
 
    
 
   We should always honour the gate that opened a region or nation to you. Whenever you go back to that nation, you must honour the person who first invited you in and made space for you to labour with them.
 
    
 
   When you enter another house, you should come to serve. Even if you have been invited as a guest speaker, you should take the position of a servant. When I am invited to a conference, I always ask the leader how I can best serve them. If it will help for me to preach, I will preach. If it will help for me to pray, I will pray. I never forget that I am there to serve the other leader and my motive should be to make them look good.
 
    
 
   The house should always be blessed by your presence. Your coming should always add something to them. You should not be a burden on them, not on their staff, their finances or their time. It irks me when people come into my house and make demands on how they want to be treated and how they should be compensated and what they want. This is not the heart of a servant.
 
    
 
   Do not re-arrange the furniture in another person’s house. We have said this before, but it bears saying again. You are a visitor in someone’s house. Respect their protocols. Aim to edify, encourage and uplift and do not bring a rebuke unless invited and you have cried over it. There is something wrong with your attitude if you enjoy bringing rebuke to people.
 
    
 
   Do not take on wars that you are not called to fight. Know your mandate going into another house or nation. Know what you are ranked to do. For example, if you walk through downtown Johannesburg, you will pass many shops that have muti and witchcraft implements. Do not presume you can go into each shop and blow them up. You will be arrested and put in jail. Just because you saw what was in the shops and know that they are a spiritual offense to God, does not mean that you have the necessary authority to remove them. If you do it on your own authority, you will be arrested by the police and put into jail.
 
   In the supernatural realm, should you take on a war that is not mandated to you, the demonic forces will capture you and place you in prison. This means that you will be unable to move in the spirit, perhaps become sick and you will suffer because of your actions. In the book, God Can Do It Without Me, Johannes Facius tells the story of how he took on the principality of the Kremlin in Russia. Afterwards, he went into a severe state of depression and his spiritual life suffered greatly. He repented afterwards for taking on something that he had no mandate for. Be careful when you enter another house – know your mandate and rank!
 
    
 
   When you are invited to minister in another’s house, you should always honour that leadership. Never turn the hearts of the people against their own leaders or create a following for yourself. You are there to serve them, not build your own ministry or steal another’s sheep.
 
    
 
   Never leave another house with debt that you have incurred. If you are a guest in someone’s house, you do not run up a huge hotel bill and expect them to cover it.
 
    
 
   These may all seem like small insignificant details, but they are what I call spiritual manners. There is nothing worse than having a child visit you and they behave badly. They mess up your house, destroy your furniture and are a handful. I do not want that to be the testimony of any of the children of my house. The scripture tells us in Proverbs 22:6  “train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not depart from it”. I want to ensure that my children mature into passionate, well-behaved adults  in any sphere. I would want them to be a blessing to everyone that they come into contact with.
 
    
 
   


 
   
 
  




 
   Chapter 9
 
    
 
   
 
  

PROTOCOL IN A PERFECT WORLD
 
    
 
   It has been my burden for many years to see intercessors healed, empowered and marching in their place as part of the army of God. I long to see a company of credible intercessors, who have integrity, can pray with extreme accuracy, know how to march in rank, can shift power in the heavenlies and move mountains in the natural. One of the keys to seeing this fulfilled is learning the protocols of heaven.
 
    
 
   As we have previously seen, protocol has been abused in the church and resulted in a number of hurt people. Although this is true, it does not give us permission to disregard God’s ways and say they do not work. Rather, we should be aware of the pitfalls and strategies of the enemy in this area and ensure that we do not fall into his trap. We should teach and model correct protocol so that this becomes the norm and sets a standard in the body of Christ. 
 
    
 
   What does protocol look like in a perfect world? I believe that the book of Job holds a number of keys for us. Job 22: 21 “Acquaint  now thyself with Him and be at peace;” It all starts with knowing God. We must develop an intimate relationship and hear what He has to say. We must agree with what God says about us and show that we are conformed to His Will. We need to come to a place where we have died to our own agendas and ideas for our life and are happy to walk out what He has written for us, knowing that His plans for us are the best. When we reach this understanding, we will come to a place of rest in Him.  
 
   Verse 22 “Receive I pray thee, the law from His mouth and lay up His words in thine heart.” We must hear what God is saying and receive it. It must be our desire to seek His instruction and not simply do what we THINK He wants. This is like a command to receive words from His mouth and not from our own opinions. Not only must we hear them, but we must receive these words. That means that we accept them and value them as important. We must ‘lay these up in our hearts’… meditate on what He says, make it a part of you for  “as he thinketh in his heart, so is he” Proverbs 23:7.   For if we make His words and instruction part of our life, we will live them out. His instructions will shape the way that we walk. Ours is a life of obedience to what God has already said and written. We are not required to write our own script, only to willingly follow what He has written.
 
    
 
   Verse 23 “ If thou return to the Almighty, thou shalt be built up.”  When we repent of doing things our own way, we will be built up. This word build here is from the same root word for ‘son’ in Hebrew.  So if we turn away from our own ways and submit to the ways of God, He will make us into sons.
 
    
 
    Verses 23 – 26 “Thou shalt put away iniquity far from thy tabernacles, then shalt thou lay up gold as dust, and the gold of Ophir as the stones of the brooks. Yes the Almighty shall be thy defense and thou shalt have plenty of silver; For then shalt thou have thy delight in the Almighty and shalt lift up thy face unto God”.  We need to embrace the place where God is everything to us. He is worth more than precious stones or money or fame. We delight to do His way. God is looking for a people who hold him above all else  in their hearts. He wants to be first in our affections.
 
    
 
   Verse 27 “Thou shalt make thy prayer unto Him, and He shall hear thee, and thou shalt pay thou vows.”
 
   When we pray, there is an assurance that He will hear us. Then we must do the things that we have promised. God keeps an account of every promise that we make. We must be faithful to fulfill every one of them.
 
    
 
   Then we come to verse 28 “Thou shalt also decree a thing and it shall be established unto thee, So light will shine upon thy ways.” If we are obedient to all the conditions, THEN, when we decree something, Heaven will put its authority behind our words and prayers.
 
    
 
   We are fooling ourselves if we think that heaven is going to back up our words if they are not in line with the heart of the Father. Remember, we said that ambassadors must reflect the opinions of the country they serve. Here in Job, God gives us the pattern for learning how to do this. 
 
    
 
   When I pray, I want it to be effective and extend the authority of heaven on the earth. When I pray, I also want to know that my words are accomplishing change in the heavenlies, that mountains are being moved and God’s order is being restored. 
 
    
 
   If I desire to move in the protocols of heaven my point of departure must be to KNOW HIM. Jesus said in John 5:19, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He seeth the Father do; for what things soever He doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.” We must know Him so we can also see what He does and come and duplicate it here on earth. It is not a question of can I do it or not, but rather a question of “did I see the Father doing it”. It is not about our talent, but about our obedience. Do I know what God wants from me?
 
    
 
   Once I know what God wants from me, I need to repent for every place where I have been in rebellion against Him. I need to turn away from my own opinions and align my thinking with His.
 
    
 
   Once I do this, I will receive instruction via delegated authority. When God speaks, He speaks with one voice and we all hear the same thing. If God begins to speak to you about something He wants, usually you will go to the next meeting at your church or ministry and your leader will be speaking about the same message. He may be expressing it differently, but it will be a similar concept. I want to re-iterate that this is how it is supposed to work. This is what we are looking for. When God speaks, everyone in that apostolic alignment will hear the same thing. God may emphasize different parts to different people, but you will all be focused on the same subject matter because we are all hearing the same voice. 
 
    
 
   Your leader will usually add more detail to the instruction God has already given. Dr Richard Heard is one of our spiritual fathers. He attends our conference every year and without fail, he ministers exactly in line with what God has been speaking to us. I do not brief him before the time, he arrives, ministers and I fill him in afterwards. This is a sign that we are in alignment and hearing the same voice from heaven. You can always use this as a measure to see how aligned you are with your authority. You will be hearing the same things as they are, although you may each express them differently.
 
    
 
   Alignment does not mean that you will do everything the same as everyone else. It just means that you are hearing the same thing and working on the same mandate. Often times when we go into a meeting, we can all be hearing the same voice, but may interpret it differently. We all heard the same thing, but we all responded according to our gift mix and spiritual personality. That could look like praise, travail, dance or declarations. This is a good thing!
 
    
 
   We need to recognize and value each other’s gifting as everyone is needed at different times. Although we all hear the same voice, do not expect everyone to respond in the same way. When we make everyone respond the same way that we do, we run the danger of becoming religious. We must learn to embrace the uniqueness of each person as it is a picture of the diversity of God. He created different tribes, tongues and languages.
 
    
 
   As long as we are all on the same road, it does not matter if we are running, some are skipping or others are crawling. The important thing is that we are all going in the same direction, following the same voice. It is wrong for the one who is running to correct the one who is crawling and tell them they are in error and they must run. Maybe, for where they are positioned, they need to crawl. In the same way, just because you see someone crawling, it does not mean that you must stop running and start crawling. Each must do what has been measured to him and what he has heard from God. We will get to the end of the road. The thing that matters is whether we did it in the way that God required it of us. 
 
    
 
   This concept applies to corporate bodies as well. In our house, when we want to break through in the spirit, often times I will call the intercessors to push. We will all pray vigorously in tongues and blow our shofars. When I visit other houses, they may do something different. They may all just shout as this is their pattern to break through. When I am in their house, I submit to the protocol, but it does not mean that I go back to my house and change the way we pray. In the same way, I do not enforce my way of breakthrough in that person’s house, I have no authority to change their protocol.
 
    
 
   In a perfect world, every person knows their God and does what they see the Father doing. They understand their place in the body, they know their rank and they are submitted under correctly aligned authority. They fulfill their mandate within the sphere of their influence while embracing the individual gifts and diversities in each person. We must begin to see this picture in our sprit, because we can only be what we can see!
 
   
 
  



CONCLUSION
 
    
 
   The most important thing about protocol is the state of our heart. What is our motivation when we honour others, abide by protocol and submit to our leadership? We should be doing it because it pleases the Father. We should submit from a place of brokenness and humility before the Lord. 
 
    
 
   We must want to learn His protocol so that HE may be glorified in our lives. We can learn all the rules and keep them all the time, but yet miss it completely by having the wrong heart motive. You may be able to fool the people around you, but God is looking at your heart and this is the true measurement.
 
    
 
   I will always be ready to work with someone who may have thousands of demons but they have a heart to repent, they are teachable and they want to please their Father. There is nothing more frustrating than working with people who know everything. They do all the right things, say all the right things, look the right way, yet somehow in my spirit, it is like fingernails on a chalkboard. It is because the heart attitude is wrong. They may have started off correctly, but over time have become proud and a religious spirit begins to pervade their life.
 
    
 
   We want to train ambassadors that serve their King and His kingdom from a humble and pure heart. They do it to bring glory to His name and to see His Kingdom come on earth.
 
    
 
   Before you try and learn any protocol, first deal with your heart motivation. Make sure that you KNOW HIM and out of that relationship enter His school of learning.
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