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Preface

I have read just about every book available on the subject of a deeper walk with Christ. Most of them were written hundreds of years ago by believers who were part of the Roman Catholic tradition. Many others were beautifully written and very inspirational; however, they were also very nebulous and abstract and offered very little in the way of practical help.

My purpose in writing this book is to present this subject in a very simple and direct way. I believe that it is the divine right of every believer to have a deep and intimate walk with Jesus Christ. This is not something just for the theologians and scholars. God wants even the simplest Christian to know Him deeply.

If we only knew how passionate our God is over us! He longs continuously for our fellowship. In fact, right now, as I write these words I can sense His Spirit pulling me away to be with Him; to love Him and “dine” with Him. It is a divine fact that He is always “nudging” us to come away with Him. Many times Jesus needed to leave the disciples and the crowds to get to a “lonely” place and be with His Father.
 When we speak of our fellowship with God, we are approaching an extremely sacred matter in His eyes. 
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Fellowship is the thing that drives the heart of your Lord! Fellowship is that which makes His heart pump. Fellowship is His passion and life’s purpose. Fellowship was His motivation for all of creation. Fellowship is why you and I are here. Fellowship is the purpose behind everything.

You can see it in the very beginning in the Garden of Eden. Man walked with God in the “cool of the day.” God gave Adam a spirit and wanted him to eat of His divine life so that they could fellowship together as spiritual companions or “peers.” Then you can see it at the very end when the New Jerusalem comes down out of heaven and man and God are one. Being “one” with man has always been God’s great goal.

I also wanted to present this material to the modern reader. Oh, how we desperately need to return to the simplicity of knowing Christ in this complex age of ours! There are so many things pulling us away in every direction. There are so many alternatives to fellowship with Him. There are literally millions of distractions that enter into our lives on a daily basis and they are all vying for our attention. The complexities of our lives not only draw us away from God but they also draw us away from one another.

After being a Christian for over twenty years I discovered that I really didn’t know the Lord very well at all. Oh, I knew lots of things about Him and I knew the scriptures fairly well. But I didn’t really know Him. I didn’t know the Person of Christ by personal encounter. I knew lots of teachings and verses from the bible. I had taken many bible courses and had even taught the scriptures for many years. But I really didn’t know the One to whom the
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bible pointed. To really know someone, you must spend quality time with them. You must learn to open up to them and allow the intimate communication to flow. You must learn to just be with them in all things and allow that being to saturate your very existence. To have true intimate knowledge of a person means being able to enter inside of them and see as they see, think as they think, and feel as they feel. To know them means to be one with them; and to live out that oneness on a moment to moment basis.

I did not know Christ like this. But I had a driving desire to know Him like this! I knew that this kind of “knowing” did not come from books or from my intellect at all. Knowing Christ like this would only come from experience; experience in fellowshipping with Him. I decided to embark upon that wonderful yet sometimes very elusive journey of learning to know Him deeply within my spirit. As I pressed in to know Him and pursued Him, He slowly began to reveal more of Himself within me. I began to see things from His perspective instead of my own. I began to see Him and know Him more and more as a Person instead of an object or a doctrine. I only had one qualification for knowing Him. I was desperate! I had tried knowing Him with my mind and emotions and that just didn’t work. I knew there had to be another way and I was going to find it no matter what. Well, I was right. There was another way and that Way is Christ!

He told us that He was not only the destination, but also the Journey. We get so hung up on going to be with the Lord someday, in heaven, that we forget that He wants to be with us right now! That’s why He placed His Spirit within us, so we could fellowship with Him right now. I’m not talking about bible study, prayer, or the conventional ways
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 of worship here. I’m speaking of a deep communion that happens in your inner most parts. Another discovery that I made along the way is that this “knowing” of the Lord was not only an individual experience, it was also corporate. I realized that I could never really know the Lord intimately without my brothers and sisters.

As I talk with believers in many different places I find that most of us have no idea whatsoever how to develop this kind of continual fellowship with God. It’s sad to say, but most of us are in the same boat. We just don’t know our Lord very well at all. My hopes and prayers are that this little book will help to remedy this situation in a very simple and practical manner.

And what about you, dear reader? Do you sense that there is a lack in your fellowship with God? Do you hunger and thirst to know Him better? Have you become utterly desperate to know Him and experience Him within the depths of your being? For that kind of desperation is a prerequisite to entering into this fellowship. He is so much more eager than you know to have this fellowship with you. It is the reason why you were created. If you will open up your spirit and be willing to follow at any cost then He will lead you into this great adventure.
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“I began to think of the soul as if it were a castle made of a single diamond or of very clear crystal, in which there are many rooms, just as in heaven there are many mansions.”
 ~ Teresa of Avila ~ 
Get the Picture?

God loves to communicate to us through the use of pictures and stories. We can easily see throughout the Old Testament how He communicates spiritual truth by using stories, people, animals, and even inanimate objects.

One such “picture” is the rock at Horeb that Moses struck with his staff. Paul tells us in the New Testament that this rock was Christ. It provided water for the children of Israel. The rock was a “picture” of Christ who provides us with the living water. Of course, this is just one such example of the way God uses pictures to communicate His Son to us.

I believe this is because of the way He made our minds. An image tends to leave a longer lasting impression on us than an audible message. Sometimes we see an image or a picture and can remember it for months or even years afterwards. However, if we hear a spoken message we will usually forget what was said within a week or even a few days. Somehow, the images stick in our minds longer. I believe the reason that our minds work this way is because that’s how God’s mind works. After all, we were created in His image, even though that image was marred through the

Fall. God is not primarily a word God. What I mean by that is that He thinks and communicates primarily through the use of pictures instead of words. Like they say, “a picture is worth a thousand words.” God would rather show us things by giving us pictures than by lengthy spoken explanations.

I know that many of you right now are wondering about the bible. I mean, isn’t the bible the Word of God and filled with His words? Yes, of course. But please notice with me that most of those words are used to describe pictures. Let me just point out a few to illustrate my point. The Garden of Eden, the tree of life, the river of life, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, the man made out of dust, the woman made out of the man, the land of Canaan, the land of Egypt, the lamb that was slain, the desert, the manna, the rock, the stone tablets, the tabernacle, pillar of fire, the cloud, the temple, the people of Israel, the star, the manger, the baby, the shepherd and sheep, the bread, the vine and branches, the wine and wineskin, the door, the way, etc. Of course, we could go on and on with all the pictures in the bible but I think I’ve made my point.

Our God is a God of revelation. He likes to reveal things to us. There is something He wants to show us and He does that by an unveiling or by revealing it to us. You could think of it as a beautiful statue that is behind a veil or a curtain. He opens the curtains very slowly to show us more and more of the statue. He opens our eyes to see things. Of course, we are speaking spiritually here and many times the pictures have to enter our minds before they enter our spirits.

Since our spirits are not very developed, God must try to get through to us by giving these pictures to our minds. The mind will hold images longer than anything else. Then, He has a chance to open our spirits to receive the image that is in our mind. Hopefully, we will choose to receive this image and learn to perceive it with our spirits. God reveals the truth behind the picture to our spirits in order for us to understand spiritually instead of just intellectually.

The Picture of the Temple
The scriptural picture that I will focus on in this book is that of the Temple. This is an image that runs all the way through scripture and can be found, in one form or another, throughout the whole bible.

We will not be so concerned with the picture itself, but rather the reality behind the image. The image reminds us of and points us to the reality. When I see a photograph of my grandchildren, it makes me smile. I smile not because of the photo itself, but because of who the photo brings to my memory. It’s the children themselves that make me happy. The photo only serves as a reminder or as a sign pointing to the reality.

There is much reality behind the picture of the Temple in both the Old and New Testament. If I could sum up in one phrase the meaning and purpose of the Temple, it would be as follows: the Temple is the meeting place of God and man.

The Temple as a Garden
The first temple was actually a garden; the Garden of Eden. This was the place where God met with man. Since this is before the introduction of sin and the fall of man, we can see many pictures in the garden that show us God’s original intention or purpose for man. God wanted man to cultivate and take care of this garden. He also wanted him to eat of every tree except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. God especially wanted man to eat of the tree of life so that he would have divine life, God’s own life, within him. He wanted man to be His image (picture) of Himself.

The Tabernacle in the Wilderness
The tabernacle, or “tent of meeting,” is a beautiful picture of God’s meeting place with man. Moses built this tabernacle according to the exact specifications given to him by God Himself. You can read about the actual structure of the tabernacle in Exodus 25-27. It was basically constructed with three sections: the outer court, the holy place, and the holy of holies. These three sections have great spiritual significance as we will see later on in this book.

The writer of Hebrews tells us that the tabernacle (or temple) was a mere copy of realities in the heavenly realm. (See Hebrews 9) So we see that the New Testament tells us that the tabernacle was a copy or picture of something that existed in the other, spiritual realm (heaven). Understanding this spiritual tabernacle will be key to your knowing how to fellowship with your Lord.

The Temple of Solomon
David was the one who had a burning desire to build a permanent place in which God could dwell. During the kingly reign of David, Israel became a settled nation and was no longer wandering around like nomads. The tabernacle was still in captivity in Gibeon and David went and captured the Ark of the Covenant and brought it to Zion, the city of David. God gave him the strategy and plans for building the temple and David assembled 163,850 men to build the magnificent structure. Some of the stones weighed over 100 tons each! The whole house was overlaid with gold; it took over seven years to build it, at a cost of over 175 billion dollars!

Although David had the desire and plans to build the house, because he had been a man of war and bloodshed, the actual task was given to his son, Solomon. This is just as the Father gave the task of building his eternal home to his Son, Jesus Christ.

The layout of the temple was similar to the tabernacle except that it was larger and contained six sections instead of just three. These levels began at the ground floor and each section was higher than the last until you reached the House of God which contained the holy place and the holy of holies.

The Temple of Zerubbabel
Solomon and the nation of Israel fell away from the Lord and began to once again worship idols instead of the living God. So God allowed Nebuchadnezzar, the king of the Babylonians, to rise up against Israel, destroy Jerusalem and the temple, and take captive the people of Israel.

After they returned from exile, Zerubbabel and Nehemiah led the rebuilding of the temple of Solomon. Even though it was not as glorious as the original, God did bless it so that the people could be reunited again around the house of God.

The Temple of Ezekiel
There was another temple in the Old Testament that was seen but never actually built. That was the temple that was seen in the vision of Ezekiel in Chapter 40 following to the end of the book.

Even though this vision is supposed to be describing a temple, the description suspiciously sounds a lot like the description of the New Jerusalem at the end of the book of the Revelation. Even the description of the water flowing out of the temple and the trees with healing leaves sounds like the river of life that flows out of the throne of God and the tree of life in the New Jerusalem. However, in the New Jerusalem, it is said that there is no temple because God and the Lamb are the temple of the city. Revelation 21:3 tells us that a loud voice spoke from the throne to declare that the tabernacle of God is now among men. The temple is in the city and that temple is the dwelling place of God. In fact, that temple is God!

The Shadow is Always Limited
The temple in the Old Testament represented God’s great desire to dwell with man. The word “temple” is usually translated as sanctuary in both Old and New Testaments. The word “sanctuary” means a house or dwelling place that is a refuge, a place of safety and rest. God has always been looking for a place to live and rest, a place that He can call “home.” That’s what the picture of the temple was all about, God wanting to make His home among men.

The temple also represented the overwhelming desire that God has to fellowship with man. The temple was the meeting place of God and man. God has always wanted to have deep relationship with man. He created us so that He could be one with us. He desired to have a companion, a counterpart, a help meet with whom He could have communion.

Now we know that the physical temple in the Old Testament was a shadow or picture of something that was yet to come. Shadows are always very limited and fleeting. The temple was very restricted in serving its purpose of being a meeting place for God and man for two simple reasons. First, man had fallen and was a sinful creature; therefore God could not have fellowship with him in his present state. He could not eat of the tree of life and have intimate fellowship with God because of his condition. Secondly, the temple was limited because it was a physical building. It could only be in one place at one time. When the temple was destroyed by the Babylonians, there was no place for God and man to meet.

The glory of God only actually entered into the small room called the holy of holies. That was the only place where His presence could be found. But because of the sin problem, only the high priest could enter into that room; and that was only once per year, to make atonement for the sins of the people. Because those sacrifices were only temporary, the priest had to keep going back into the holy of holies to make sacrifices every year.

So we see a temple that is very limited in its reach, flexibility, and access. The coming of the New Covenant would resolve these limitations forever.
 “Deep within us all there is an amazing inner sanctuary of the soul, a holy place, a Divine Center, a speaking Voice, to which we may continuously return.”
 ~ Thomas R. Kelly ~ 
The Old and the New

As we have been seeing, the temple in the Old Testament was a picture or shadow of a coming reality. Even though this temple was real, it only represented a much deeper reality that was to be fulfilled in the New Covenant. It is extremely important that we, as Christians, understand the difference between the Old Covenant and the New Covenant. This spiritual misunderstanding has kept believers in spiritual bondage for the last 1700 years. We are, in most part, still living as if we were under the Old Covenant. We desperately need God to open the eyes of our spirits to be able to see the glorious reality of being in the New Covenant. In order to do this, we must compare the Old with the New.

The Way of the Old Covenant
The temple was the center of the Old Covenant way of life. Of course, this covenant involved much more than the actual building of the temple, but this building did represent the whole system. There was also the Law of Moses, and the Levitical priesthood. These also were shadows of a coming reality.* When we move into the New Testament we begin to see the fulfillment and revelation of these shadows, especially in the writings of Paul. We can see the real temple that was being symbolized by the shadow. The shadows fade and the substance comes into light.

The first thing we need to realize is that the Old Covenant was externally based. Everything took place on the outside of the believer. An external law was given by Moses to be obeyed externally. The law was basically a list of commandments which were to be obeyed. The problem was that these commandments could be obeyed mechanically without touching the “spirit” of the law. You could obey on the outside without anything being affected on the inside. Have you ever heard the saying, “I may be sitting down on the outside, but I’m still standing on the inside”? The external obedience could not transform the inner man.

The ceremonial washing of the hands is a good example of this. The Jews had many ritualistic laws concerning the washing of their hands before and after they would eat a meal. Jesus told the Pharisees that they washed their hands on the outside, but on the inside they were filled with all sorts of uncleanness.

The Jews took the law and tried to obey it to the letter. Basically, we are looking at a “book religion” here. Read the instructions, and then do what they say. Memorize the commandments and then obey them. Holiness and transformation were based upon how well you could obey the rules.
 ____________________
 There were two problems with this externally based law. First, an external law could never initiate change within the inner man. Something on the outside cannot transform you on the inside. That’s trying to work backwards. We can only be changed or transformed from the inside out. It may help to understand this if you think about rotten fruit. An apple always rots from the inside first. When you see rottenness on the outside, then you know that the core is already rotten. Because of the fall, man is rotten to the core. We cannot “fix” this situation. In fact, even God cannot fix this situation! His solution to the fall of man is much more radical than the band-aid approach. Obeying a list of laws will never make you a “good” person. You see, it’s not just that the things you do are wrong, it’s the fact that you, yourself, are wrong! It’s who you are, your very nature, that is all wrong. A quick fix on the outside will never bring about permanent change on the inside.

* For a closer look at the shadow of the priesthood, see the author’s book: “The Priesthood of All Believers.”
The other problem with the external law was that no one could obey it! No one could keep all of the law. When Jesus came, He showed us the full intent of the law. He told us that it wasn’t just the outward actions that could not get in line with God’s holiness; it was also the intents and motives of the heart. He would quote from the law and then say: “but I say.” He told us that even if we are angry with our brother, we have committed murder in our hearts. This proved to us once and for all that none of us could ever fully obey the law. But if you fail to obey one part of the law, then you have failed to obey all of it. There is no one who is good; no not one.

The Temple with Limited Access
Another limitation of the Old Covenant was the fact that access to the presence of God was extremely limited. This was, of course, because of the sin problem. In a sense, God was in a box! The “box” was called the Ark of the Covenant. No one had access to the box except the high priest once per year when he would enter the holy of holies and perform sacrifices for the sins of the people. There was a veil separating the holy place from the holy of holies that contained the presence of God Himself. No one could pass through that veil except the high priest and he had to perform all kinds of rituals to prepare for that. Direct access by the people was very restrictive and external. Only one person could be in the presence of God per year. Of course, Moses also met with God on the mountain before the tabernacle was even constructed. Even though it was called the “tent of meeting,” there really wasn’t much meeting going on in this shadow of the real meeting place.

As we all know, shadows are only temporary. When the sun rises to the noonday position all shadows disappear. However, they do serve a purpose. The shadow shows us that there is something there! The shadow verifies to us that there is an object approaching even before we see the actual object. The Old covenant is the shadow or forerunner of the New Covenant fulfillment.

The Veil of Moses
Moses would go up the mountain to meet with God. Being in God’s presence would somehow affect the face of Moses so that it would actually shine or glow. Paul called this “glow” glory, which in the original language means; brilliance, splendor, magnificence, excellence, and beauty. The “glory” of God shone (or was expressed) on the face of Moses whenever he would meet with God. However, this glory would fade from his face after a period of time. The glory was temporary because it was external. So we can see from this that the expression of God would only come through meeting with God. But in the Old Covenant, both the meeting (fellowship) with God and the expression of God were only temporary because of their external nature. External forces can never initiate permanent internal change. It can only happen from the inside out.

The New and Living Way
In the New Covenant, we have the substance and fulfillment of all things that were shadowed in the Old Covenant. Now, all the shadows disappear in the light of the fulfillment of the reality. Now substance has come, and shadow fades into the background.

The New Covenant is Internal
Now, everything becomes internal. God comes to actually live inside of the believer. Now, the law is “written on our hearts” because the One who is the Lawgiver and Lawfulfiller comes to reside within us. Do you see how tremendous this is? The law is no longer an external set of rules that are written on stone tablets. They have all been fulfilled by a Person who has now come to indwell the believer. Now, it is the life of the Person inside the believer that fulfills every law, not the believer himself. (Gal. 2:20)

Dear reader, please take a moment to think on this! Let this fact sink deep into your spirit so that it becomes a living reality for you. Jesus Christ lives inside of you. All of God’s requirements are fulfilled by this indwelling Lord!

This is accomplished by something the scriptures call “spirit.” God is Spirit and He puts a spirit into each one of us. Now when we receive the Lord Jesus Christ, He actually and quite literally comes to live in our spirits by means of His Spirit.

Access to God has now become complete and intimate. The veil blocking the entrance to the holy of holies has been torn. But now, much more has taken place in our access to God than we could have ever imagined. Through Christ, our access to God is infinitely greater than under the Old Covenant. Not only can we be in His direct presence, now we can actually go inside of Him! The Old Testament speaks about the “presence” of God, but Paul doesn’t speak of being in God’s presence, he only talks about being “in Christ.” The believer is now actually inside of his Lord. This is so much better than being in His presence. This is the embodiment of intimacy!

You can get to know someone pretty well by spending lots of time with them. Close friends can become fairly intimate by spending lots of time together over a period of years, sharing some of their most personal thoughts and feelings. However, you can never really know someone completely unless you can actually go inside of them. That’s intimacy! That’s the New Covenant!

The New Covenant is Permanent
Paul describes for us, in brief, the difference between the Old Covenant and the New in II Cor. 3. He calls the Old Covenant the “ministry of condemnation,” and the New Covenant the “ministry of righteousness.” We know that the Old Covenant could never bring about true righteousness because it was external and only temporary. The New Covenant could bring about righteousness because it was not based upon us obeying a set of external rules, but rather upon a righteous Person living within us.

Paul also tells us that this “ministry of death” in letters engraved upon stone, came with glory but that this glory was only temporary. He also tells us that the New Covenant or “ministry of the Spirit” as he calls it, has so much more glory that by comparison the Old Covenant has no glory at all! This is because the New Covenant remains whereas the Old Covenant fades away. The New Covenant is God Himself coming to live inside of us and writing His laws upon our hearts. The glory (or expression) of God’s life is now both internal and eternal.

Moving from One Covenant to Another
If you are a Spirit born believer, then you are now under the New Covenant. However, most of us still sadly live as if we were under the Old Covenant. 

We practice our Christian faith, for the most part, in an external way. We feel that by using external means something will happen internally. Think about all of the things you are told to do to be a “good” Christian. Read the bible, pray, go to church, give, worship, witness, perhaps speak in tongues, discover your gifts, etc. Those things are essentially all external and are not to be the means or engine that drives your spiritual life. We are still a “book religion.” We read the bible and then do what it says. We look at the bible as being our “instruction manual” for learning how to live the Christian life. Yet the bible does not even point to the bible as the means of life. We hear the pastor preach a sermon on Sunday and then we try to do what he says. The scriptures point us to Christ as the means of Life! 

Getting to know God means getting to know the bible. We still have God locked up in a box, or should I say a  book? Please don’t misunderstand me here. I am not against the bible in any way. I believe it is the written word of God. However, we need to heed the words of Paul concerning this matter.

“For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly; neither is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh. But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit; not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God.” Romans 2:28, 29

Here, Paul is describing for us the difference between the Old Covenant and the New Covenant. The old is outward and in the flesh. The new is inward and in the spirit. If we just have the letter (the Scriptures), then that will be religion. We must be in the spirit. The letter by itself kills, but the spirit gives life. Inward life here is the key, not just an outward adherence to a written code.

We view Him as being outside of us up in heaven somewhere. We have no Christ-in-you consciousness. We believe doctrinally that Christ lives in us but we don’t live like it. We live a mechanical Christian life based upon our ability to obey the scriptures. None of us can keep the law, why do we think that we can obey all the scriptures? That’s not the New Covenant. That’s not even feasible! The New Covenant is based upon us living by the life of Another. This other Person lives inside of us. We are to live by His life, not our own.

The Christ Life
Jesus did not live out His spiritual life like we do today. He did not live by means of external actions or duties. The power of His “Christian” life was not based upon going to church, reading the scrolls, prayer, tithing, or preaching about Himself. The basis for His spiritual life was His internal fellowship with His Father. In fact, He told us that He lived by means of the life of His Father. (John 6:57) He also told us that “the Son can do nothing of Himself.” Jesus kept telling us over and over again that it was the Father in Him that was doing the work and speaking the words. He showed us how a man can live by divine life. He showed us by living it out in front of us. He lived by the life of an indwelling Father.

Dear Reader, the goal of this book is to help you come out of living by the Old Covenant and start living by the New Covenant. You have been struggling to live a good “Christian” life for so long, but is it working? Have you not failed miserably at this exactly like the rest of us?

I am here to tell you that failure and frustration are all you will face as long as you try to live by the Old Covenant way. God has a “new” way, a much better way for you to live. Paul called this way “Christ in you, the hope of glory”! Your Lord so greatly desires for you to know this Way. He so much wants you to know Him and fellowship with Him. He so much wants to show you all the riches that are in Christ Jesus!
 “There is no phrase or formula which occurs with greater frequency in the New Testament than this, “in Christ.” In the whole range of Christian dogma there is nothing more expensive, and yet nothing less understood and appreciated.”
 ~ T. Austin-Sparks ~ 
Being in Christ

There is so much bounty, so many riches, and so much glory inside of your Lord that it would take all of us the rest of our lives just to begin to describe it all. And even then, it would be done oh so feebly! But it is so important that you and I catch a glimpse; a glimpse of what is inside of Christ. Our Lord is so much greater than we could ever have imagined. He is so much bigger and fuller than we ever thought possible.

I am going to attempt to describe to you just a few of those things that are in Him. It’s important that you understand what is in Him so when you discover that He is in you, you will have a fuller comprehension of what that means.
 First, I am simply going to make a partial list of some of the things that the scriptures tell us are “in Christ.” The Creation is in Christ. The Life is in Christ.
 The Acceptance is in Christ. The Redemption is in Christ. The Righteousness is in Christ.
 The Sanctification is in Christ.
 The Hope is in Christ.
 The Spiritual Blessings are in Christ.
 The Consolation is in Christ.
 The Peace is in Christ.
 The Effectual Prayer is only in Christ.
 The Strength and Riches are in Christ.
 The Eternal Purpose is in Christ.
 The New Creation is in Christ.
 The Promises are in Christ.
 The Escape from Condemnation is in Christ. The One Body is in Christ.
 The Perseverance is in Christ.
 The Gathering into One is in Christ.
 The Bonds of Suffering Believers are in Christ. The “No Separation” is in Christ.
 The Perfect Man is in Christ.
 The Helpers Together are in Christ.
 There are the Churches in Christ.
 There are the Dead in Christ.
 There is the One New Man and the Perfect Man in Christ.
 We are complete in Christ.
 And there is much, much more . . .

The Christ “Environment”
If you are a Spirit-born believer, then YOU also are in Christ! This is not just some lofty philosophical or theological theory. We are not just talking doctrine here. This is not just some nebulous idea or concept. This is reality, this is fact. This is both a spiritual, yet literal fact. As you sit there, reading this book, you are literally inside of Christ Jesus! I don’t know how to say it more clearly than this. You are in Him. Just as an unborn child is inside of its mother, you are in Him. Just as a seed is inside of an apple, you are in Him. Just as a fish is inside of the ocean, you are in Him. Just as a bird flies in the sky, you are in Him. Dear Reader, please stop reading this book for a moment. Sit back, close your eyes and dwell on the fact that you are actually in Him right now. Sense Him being all around you. Let this fact sink deep into your spirit.

Christ is your environment. He completely surrounds you and envelopes your being with Himself. Even though you are in the world, you are first and foremost in Christ. This means that He is your immediate environment, the environment of this world is only secondary. You could say that He is the air you breathe, the water you drink, and the food you eat. He is your atmosphere and your hemisphere. He is your world, but He is also your universe. He is the clothes that you wear and the armor that protects you.

I know it may sound silly, but you could think of yourself as living in a bubble. Have you heard of someone who must live inside of a plastic bubble because he is too prone to diseases due to a weak immune system? He has his own private environment that protects him from the dangers in the world. This private “bubble” contains everything that he needs to live in this world without becoming contaminated by it. His air, food, water, etc. are all contained within the plastic bubble and he only relates to the world through this plastic container. This is a poor example of what it is like to be in Christ. Everything you need is inside of Him. Indeed, all the riches of God are inside of Him. Because we are in Him, we also have access to all those things that are in Him. Isn’t this amazing?

We have access to God twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. Remember that room inside of the temple called the holy of holies? That was the place where the Ark of the Covenant was kept and the presence of God dwelled in that room. As we know, the veil that was blocking entrance to that room was torn from top to bottom while Christ hung on the cross. The writer of Hebrews tells us that this signified that we now have access to enter into the holy of holies because of the sacrifice of Christ. However, the work of Christ on the cross actually accomplished much more than that as revealed by the writings of Paul.

The Real Holy of Holies
Paul does not really write about being “in the presence of God.” Here again, that is an external, Old Covenant concept. Paul was living in the New Covenant. He understood that God’s intention is that we have a much more intimate relationship with Him than that. Many Christians still think in these terms today. We want to be in God’s presence. We wait for God’s presence to come to a meeting. We ask that we could enter His presence when we pray, or worship, or partake of the Lord’s Supper. We are still like those Old Testament priests who believe that we can only enter into the holy of holies at certain times and in certain ways. Perhaps if we pray right, or live right, God will bless us with His presence. Many believers are always searching for a church or a meeting where they can find the presence of God. They want to be able to “feel” His presence and somehow get blessed by Him. I hear Christians say things like, “God was really in that place.” or, “Didn’t you feel the presence of God in that meeting”?

In reality, God is not that concerned with us being able to feel His presence. He wants much more for us than that. As I mentioned before, Paul does not talk much about the presence of God. He talks about being in Christ. We are not just with Him anymore. We are now in Him! We are now living inside of the Holy of Holies. And that Holy of Holies is Christ! We don’t have to wait for His presence anymore; we are living inside of Him all the time. It’s much better to be inside of someone than to just be with them. Being inside means complete, direct, and intimate access to all that Person is. You have access to the whole Person. You have access to everything that is inside of Him.

Now I realize that I may have just sent your mind into a tail spin. You may be struggling to get your mind around this idea of being in Christ and it just isn’t working. This is just all too much. How can we ever really understand this mentally? Well, you really can’t. This is much bigger than your intellect will ever be. Paul told us that these things can only be understood spiritually. The natural mind cannot grasp the things of the spirit. Being in Christ is one of those things that is totally out of the “ballpark” of the natural mind. So I suggest that you don’t even try to figure it out. Just accept this fact by faith and allow God to sink the revelation of this truth deep into your spirit.

In the Name of Jesus
Once you begin to spiritually see the fact that you are in Christ, then the phrase, “in the name of Jesus,” will take on a whole new meaning for you. You see, your whole relationship to the Father is based upon you being in Christ. Let’s put it another way, you are now in the Son. So this means that all of the rights and privileges that belong to the Son of God are now yours as well because you are in Him! You have become a son within the Son. (I am speaking generically here and this includes both “sons” and “daughters.”) You relate to God the Father by means of your relationship with His Son. That’s why Jesus said that He was the only Way to God the Father. It’s because of the fact that you and I are in Christ that the Father sees us as part of His Son. Of course, we do not share His deity, but we are one with Him nonetheless. When the Father looks at Christ, He also sees us in Him.

This has tremendous implications for our prayer lives. This is what it means to pray in the name of Jesus. It doesn’t mean that we just tack that phrase onto the end of our prayers like some kind of magical incantation. It means that when we pray in the name of Jesus, we are praying in Christ and  as Christ! “In His name” is another way of saying in Christ. He is His name and His name is Him. When we are one with His Spirit, purpose, and will, then we are praying in His name. Obviously, this does not give us license to just pray however we want. Christ must be the one who is doing the praying through and in us.

The Spiritual Realm
In Ephesians, Paul tells us that all of our spiritual blessings are in the heavenly places in Christ. (Eph. 1:3) What is Paul trying to tell us here? Well, first he tells us that all of our spiritual blessings are in another place called “the heavenlies.” He uses this term, or ones similar, in several places in his letters. The heavenlies or heavenly places are referring to the spiritual realm that is outside of this physical existence. We would call this “heaven.” 

Paul tells us that there are heavenly places. This is not just one place, but many. In Ephesians 1:3, Paul tells us that all of God’s spiritual benefits (blessings) have been bestowed upon us and that they are all in this spiritual realm. Think about that fact for a moment. All spiritual benefits are found in the heavenly places. This includes His peace, rest, joy, mercy, love, all spiritual knowledge, wisdom, faith, hope, insight, discernment, patience, goodness, meekness, boldness, and much, much more. All of these “blessings” are found in the other realm.

We know from other passages in scripture that this spiritual realm is without measure. It is an eternal place (places) and cannot be measured like you and I measure things in this physical realm. This realm is also “spirit” which means that it has no physical substance. It does have substance, but not physical substance. We also know that this realm has no time. There is neither past nor future and all is now. This realm is endless and without measure. But yet Paul goes on to tell us something that will short-circuit your mind even more.
 The heavenly places are inside of Christ! You may need to stop a moment and let that one sink in for a few minutes. All of your spiritual blessings are in the heavenly places and those heavenly places are inside of your Lord! What a great Christ we have!

The Community in Christ
Paul used the term “in Christ” over two hundred times in his writings. He taught that every true believer is in Christ. If you have come to Christ and received Him and turned to Him as your Life, then you are now “in Him.” If you are in Him and I am in Him, and every other believer is in Him, then we can truly say that inside of Christ there is a community of saints (or believers). When Paul said that he was in Christ he was saying that he was a part of this community. This is not just an individual matter, but each individual is a part of the whole community. “In one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether we were Jews or Greeks, slaves or freemen; and we were all watered with one Spirit.” (I Cor. 12:13) Being in Christ also means being part of a community of brothers and sisters with whom we are spiritually and eternally bound.

Dear reader, right now, as you read these words you are inside of Christ Jesus. He is the place where you can meet with God. He has enveloped you with Himself and so there is no need to go to any special place in this physical realm to fellowship with Him. You don’t need to travel to a particular country, or state, or city to fellowship with Him. You don’t need to go to a particular building, or house, or even a room to be with Him. You are already in the Temple. You are already in the Holy of Holies. If you are in Christ then you are already in the place where God wants to have sweet communion with you!
 “Do you realize what happened at your conversion? God came into your heart and made it His temple. In Solomon’s days God dwelt in a temple made of stone; today He dwells in a temple composed of living believers. When we really see that God has made our hearts His dwelling place, what a deep reverence will come over our lives”!
 ~ Watchman Nee ~ “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him, and make Our abode with him.”
 ~ John 14:23 ~ 
Christ in You

When you received Christ and became a believer, something amazing happened to you. But much more happened inside of you than we normally realize. To help you to understand this, let’s take a brief look at the life of Paul.

The First Revelation
You can read about the conversion experience of Paul in Acts, Chapter Nine. This is when he met Jesus Christ for the first time. There are three great questions that will need to be answered in the life of every person. The first question is: “Who is Christ”? This question was answered for Paul on the road to Damascus. After Paul was knocked off his horse, he asked that question, “Who are You, Lord”? This was the same question that Peter answered when asked by Jesus, “But who do you say that I am”? Of course, you know that Peter’s answer was that He was the Christ, the Son of the Living God. Jesus then told Peter that this was a revelation from the Father. This was the same revelation that Paul received on the road to Damascus. It is the revelation that everyone must receive before they can be born from above. You must receive a revelation from the Father about the identity of His Son. However, this is not the last revelation that every believer needs to receive. There are still two more great questions that need to be answered.

Revelation #2 – Where is Christ?
In the letter to the Galatians (chap. 1), Paul tells us where he received his second great revelation that answered the question; “Where is Christ”? He received it in the desert of Arabia. He tells us that it pleased the Father “to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles.” The Father gave Paul another revelation which gave him the location of Christ; in him! This revelation was the basis for what Paul preached to the Gentiles; “Christ in you, the hope of glory.”

Every believer needs to have this second revelation. The sad thing is that most of us do not. I am not referring to the assimilation of a theological fact. When we are saved, most of us are told that we are receiving Jesus into our hearts, whatever that means. We all believe that Christ lives in us. That is not what I am talking about here. I am speaking of a revelation of Christ in you. Only God can give us this revelation through the Holy Spirit. I can write to you about it in this book, but only the Holy Spirit can pull away the scales from your eyes to see it. Revelation will only come through humility and desperation. You must be so hungry, and so desperate that you simply cannot live without it. You must be willing to cry out, “Give me Christ, or give me death”!

You also must be willing to admit that you really don’t know the Lord very well at all. After being a Christian for over twenty years, I was at a place where I realized that I didn’t really know Him in the truest sense of the word. Oh, I knew a lot about Him and the scriptures, but I didn’t know Him as a Person who lived inside of me. I didn’t even know Him as well as I knew my wife, and this was a Person who lived inside of me! If you really want this revelation of Christ in you, you must ask for it. Paul deliberately went away into Arabia to spend time alone with his Lord. He “ran after” Him with a great fervor. But it was the Father who was pleased to reveal His Son in Paul.

Please be aware that revelation always comes at a price. You will definitely be misunderstood when you start telling people that Christ lives in you. Even telling other believers will get you some strange glares! Some may even consider you to now have become a “New Ager” because you are speaking of the “Christ Within.” But nothing could be more scriptural, and nothing could be truer. 

The Purpose of an Indwelling Christ
God’s intention in the Garden of Eden was for Adam and Eve to eat of the tree of life. He wanted His divine Life to dwell within them. Now this tree of life that we see in the garden is a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ. He said, “I am the true Vine (or tree).” He comes to live in us so that we will contain the life of God. But why? Why does God put His life within us?

There are actually two answers to that question. First, God places His life within us because He loves us and wants to have fellowship with us. God wants to be one with man. He wants to have a counterpart or help-meet just like Adam had Eve. In other words, He wants to have a wife! He wants to love her and be loved by her. This is what being the “bride of Christ” is all about. The “two shall become one flesh,” translates into; the two shall become one spirit. God has for so long wanted to share His life and love with someone. Now, we are in Christ and He is in us. This makes us one. This is both an individual and corporate matter. God has placed His Son in you so that He could be one with you and have intimate fellowship with you. Since He lives within you, you can come and dine at His table in sweet fellowship at any time and at any place. 

The other reason that God has placed His life within you is so that He can be expressed in this realm. God’s eternal purpose concerns the fact that God wants to have the fullness of His Son expressed in all realms. He wants an “image” of His Son. But this image is not to merely be a clone or carbon copy of His Son. The image is to actually be His Son. 

When we think of an image we think of a representation of the real thing. For example, a photograph is an “image” of the reality. You take a photograph of a tree and then you can show people what that tree looked like. However, that photograph is not the actual tree. It is just an “image” or representation of the tree. This is not the kind of image that God wants. The image that God wants is the actual tree seen again here, and there, and everywhere. Christ in you, Christ in me, Christ in us all! It’s not that we become  like Christ, but rather that He is more and more clearly seen in us. We decrease; He increases so that the world can see Him in us. God wants to freely express Himself in this physical realm. He wants to be made visible. This is what the term; the body of Christ is all about. Paul said that “we have this treasure in earthen vessels.”

The third major revelation that Paul received was when he was caught up into the third heaven. He said that he knew a man, in Christ, who fourteen years ago was caught up into the third heaven. This answers the third question of “where are you in relationship to Christ”? You are in Him! 

Living by the Life of Another
God has placed the resurrected life of His precious Son within your ribcage to fulfill an eternal purpose. He wants Christ to be the All in all. He wants every part of this universe to radiate forth with the glory of His Son. You, my friend, are an integral part of this grand purpose. He has placed His Son within you to fulfill and complete your destiny. You are no longer alone and empty. You no longer need to wander aimlessly through this life.

Think about all that is in Christ. Think about all that I shared in the last chapter that is in Him. Then, try to apprehend the glorious fact that this magnificent Christ lives in you! This is a literal, living reality. God wants to be glorified, and His hope of this glory is that Christ is in you. He cannot accomplish His goal without you and me. It’s up to us to choose daily to live by His life or by our own life. It’s up to you to yield and give way so that His life can come forth through you.

It all begins with something called “fellowship.” The Lord who lives within you wants to fellowship with you on a continual basis. He placed a “temple” within you so that you would have a place, a “house,” where you could meet with Him. This divine communion that we call fellowship is where it all began.
 “First you should know that your spirit is the very center, the habitation, of the kingdom of God. (Your center is the Kingdom of God.) Your Lord reigns upon His throne, with rest in that place. You will need to keep your heart in peace so that you may keep this inward temple of God a pure place.”
 ~ Michael Molinos ~ 
The Origins of Fellowship

I have already explained that the temple signified a deeper, spiritual truth of God’s desire to meet with man. This is the place of fellowship, or communion, and it has always existed. There has always been a place of spiritual fellowship.

Before time and space, before man, even before creation, there was a place of fellowship inside of the living God. There was a temple inside of the Godhead. This is the place where God meets with God. This fellowship is made up of three Persons; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Of course, I am speaking here of a time before there was time -- in a place before there was any place except for inside of God. This meeting place, or “temple” existed inside of God Himself and this is the place where the Persons of the Godhead would meet. (Of course, I am speaking here in human terms because of the weakness of our understanding.)

It was here, in this sacred temple that God would engage in the most ancient of all activities. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit would have “fellowship” with one another. This word “fellowship” comes from the Greek word “koinonia” which literally means: communion, sharing in common, communication, and partnership. The members of the Godhead were “sharing in common” three main things: their life, their love, and their communication.

The Life of God
The Father is called the “Father” because all life flows forth from Him. His divine life flows from Him to the Son and through the Holy Spirit. His life is the essence of who He is. So in other words, He completely gives all of Himself to the Son. This transfer of divine life flows through the “conduit” of the Holy Spirit. God is Spirit, so everything that happens in Him, happens in and with Spirit.

The Son receives the life of the Father. He takes that life and then lives by that life. You could say that He “feeds” upon that life. (John 6:57) The Father is the Son’s Daily Bread. He continually lives by “feeding” upon the life of His Father. He also returns this same life to the Father. One of the main ingredients of fellowship is giving. There is a continual giving away of life that is happening inside of the Godhead. The Father gives away all of His life to the Son and then the Son turns around and gives back all of that life to the Father. The Son gives back the only life He has ever known; the Father’s life!

The Love of God
This divine exchange and interchange of life is happening continually within the temple of God. The giving away of one’s life creates another element within this sacred fellowship; divine love! When the Father pours out His life into His beloved Son, then the love of God roars out like a lion.

The Father holds back nothing. He does not reserve a little life for Himself for later. He completely gives His all to the Son. He gives Him everything that He is. Then the Son does the same. He gives the Father everything that He is in return. This total giving, this total sharing, this total communion, this total emptying of one’s self for another is the very essence of divine love. The Father does not consider His own loss. The Son does not consider His own loss. The Spirit is the great “exchanger” of this flow of fellowship and does not consider His own loss in this exchange either. The only thought of each Person is for the well being of the other Persons. There is no room for selfcenteredness or even self-consciousness here in this fellowship. Each Person in this community of Three is only concerned for the happiness of the others. This loss of life for another is the substance of divine love.

The Communication of God
Of course, the communication between the members of the Godhead goes much deeper than words. We are speaking of a fellowship that precedes any spoken or written language. Communication means to share or exchange ideas and information. The exchange of life and love that happens within this fellowship is much deeper than merely sharing information, to say the least. They are sharing their lives with one another! They are revealing all that They have and all that They are to one another. So this “naked” love is a total unveiling or revelation of each of Their lives to one another. You could say that They communicate through revelation to one another. It’s not just a telling, but it’s a showing or a revealing of all that They are to one another. This total giving, sharing, exchanging of life and love, and communication is the “stuff” that makes up the fellowship of the Godhead.
 You may need to stop reading for a while and absorb these things that I have been sharing. 

The Fellowship Continues On Earth
Fellowship is the main activity within the Godhead. Even though the members of the Godhead may engage in other activities, the fellowship is always flowing. It is like a mighty torrential flow of water -- a river that never stops streaming in the heart of God. It is the foundation for everything that God does. It is the foundation for all of His thoughts and all of His plans. Your God is a Community of three Persons. Fellowship is the “glue” that holds that Community together. That fellowship has been going on since before eternity. Everything God does issues forth as a result of that fellowship.

That fellowship was so wonderful and so glorious that it needed to be shared. Total sharing of life and love was (and is) happening within the Community but God wanted to share it outside the Community as well. The Father desired to have more children who would be patterned after His only begotten Son. With this family, He would share His fellowship. The same life, love, and communication would flow within the Godhead to His other sons and daughters. For this reason, He created. For this reason, He sent His beloved Son to the earth.

We can see, if we have eyes to see, the fellowship of the Godhead continue in the earthly life of Jesus of Nazareth. We can see the Father giving Him life, and love, and communicating with Him through the Holy Spirit. The Lord Jesus lived by the life of the Father who dwelled within Him. The Father was His Good shepherd. The Father was His Manna from heaven. The Father was His True Vine and He produced fruit because of the divine life flowing in His veins. The Father was His Life and Resurrection. The Father was His Door to the other realm. The Father was His All and He could do nothing apart from Him. He continually drew upon His Father’s life within Him to do His work. The words He spoke were the Father’s words. The works He performed were the Father’s works. Even though He could fellowship with the Father all the time, sometimes He needed to withdraw from people so He could be alone with His Father. His Father was calling Him away; away to fellowship together as they had done throughout eternity. This “calling away” was done by and through the Holy Spirit.

We need to see that the fellowship of the Godhead was the foundation and source for everything Jesus did and said. When He spoke, His words did not come from a vacuum. He didn’t just pluck those words from out of the air. Everything He said came from deep experience within the Godhead. Everything He did issued forth out of His experience in eternity past from within the fellowship of the divine Community.

When He said, “I am the Bread of life,” He was speaking from past experience. He already had a long resume filled with experiences of being and receiving daily bread from within His community. He had already experienced receiving the Father’s life as His daily sustenance. He had already experienced giving this “bread” back to the Father and feeding Him with His very own life. He had already experienced the Spirit as His “table” and the one Who would be the conveyor of this life. He knew all about the Real bread! He knew what He was talking about. He knew from experience.

It’s important that we see that Jesus was not really trying to “teach” us. What He shared with His disciples and with the crowds were not teachings. They were testimonies! He was sharing His own experiences. He was sharing His own experience of koinonia from within the community of the Godhead. Before He came to earth, this was His life. This fellowship was everything to Him. He came to earth to expand the fellowship. He came to earth to give this life to us.

The Temple Comes to Earth
While here on earth, the Father met with the Lord Jesus in a “secret” place which was hidden away from the eyes of the world. This “temple” was in a place called spirit; the human spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ. The meeting place for the Father and Him was inside of His spirit. The temple was now located inside of the Lord’s ribcage! The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit now met inside of the human spirit of Jesus of Nazareth. The fellowship never stopped. The location of the temple changed but not the substance. The essence was the same; spirit. The Father was dwelling inside of this temple just waiting for Jesus to come to Him so that they could continue their sweet fellowship together. Nothing in this world could effect this fellowship because it existed in another realm altogether. Nothing could hinder or destroy this community because the prying hand of the world could not reach this place. He told the Pharisees that if they tore down the temple that in three days He would raise it up. They were thinking about the physical temple made of stone that was standing before them. They couldn’t see that the real Temple was standing before them; the Christ!

This was the Father’s place of refuge. This was His place of rest and quiet. This was His home! The life that Jesus lived was activated and energized by this internal fellowship with His Father. We have, in most part, failed to see this in modern day Christianity. We live out our Christian lives by the “power” of our doctrines, creeds, activities and programs. We live by our knowledge of the bible, or our devotion to certain projects. But how much do we know of an inward fellowship with an indwelling Lord? How well do you know the Christ who lives within you?

Many of us base our knowledge of the Lord upon our knowledge of the scriptures. But what if you had no bible? Do you realize that the early believers had no bibles? Most believers in the first century were illiterate and there were very few copies of the Old Testament scrolls to go around. Usually, the only copy of the Old Testament would be in the town synagogue that is, if the town even had a synagogue. How did the early believers get to know the Lord? Obviously, bible study and memorization were not part of it! Could it be that they learned to fellowship with God the same way that Christ fellowshipped with the Father while on earth? Doesn’t it make sense to you that the apostles would have taught them to walk with Christ just as they have seen Him “walk” with His Father? The Lord Jesus lived out this fellowship in front of the twelve. They heard Him constantly talk about His Father. (John 17) They saw the Life! John testified to the fact that they had seen this fellowship with the Father and the Son. They were witnesses to the temple.

“What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we beheld and our hands handled, concerning the Word of Life – and the life was manifested, and we have seen and bear witness and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us – what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, that you also may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.” I John 1:1-3

John witnessed the life, experienced the life, and then testified to that Life in his gospel and letters. He, along with the other apostles, shared the life that they not only saw and heard, but what they had now experienced. They knew that they had a temple within where the fellowship of the Godhead would continue to flow.

This fellowship within the Godhead is the very foundation for church life. The “church” existed way before creation. The “birthplace” of the church was actually way before Pentecost. Church life began within the flow of fellowship of the three Persons of the Godhead! This is the origin of the church. This is the origin of all relationship. If you want to know how to “have church” you must go back to the origins. You must go back into the life of God Himself.

This fellowship is the basis for everything in the Christian walk. The fellowship within the Godhead is foundational to everything pertaining to relationships and the flow of life between God and His people. The problem is that when we look for a model for relationships we go back to look at Christ and the twelve, or perhaps the early first century believers. We must go back farther. We must go back into God Himself. If you want to know about relationships you must go back and see this fellowship that is flowing among the Persons of the Godhead. That is the bedrock. That is the foundation. That is the headwaters and origin for all relationships.

The essence of that fellowship is divine life. The Community works because of the exchange and interchange of divine life. Don’t think that you can have church life by imitating the fellowship of the Godhead. The secret is His life! It’s not by imitation but by participation in this fellowship that you will experience this life.

What about you, dear reader? Are you hungry to know and participate in that same fellowship? Are you longing to share in the interchange of divine life and love? Are you desperate to know Him in the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings? Are you tired of sitting in the shadows? Are you ready to pursue Him in the place of reality? First, you need to see that such a place exists inside of you!
 “Your spirit instructs your soul that, since God is more present deep within you, He cannot be found anywhere else. Henceforth, He must be sought within. And He must be enjoyed there, alone.”
 ~ Jeanne Guyon ~ 
You Are a Temple

Jesus told the disciples that He was going to prepare a place for them. He told them that His Father’s house had many rooms and that He was preparing a place for them. (John 14:2, 3) He wanted them to be where He was. He was not referring to your own personal mansion in the sky! He was saying that He was preparing a place of residence for Himself inside of you. This place is a spiritual temple; a place where you and He could meet on a continual basis. It’s very important that you and I realize He has setup His home inside of us and that is the place where we go to have fellowship with Him. But where is that temple located?

The Breath of Life
The scriptures clearly tell us that man is a tripartite being. That is, you are made up of three parts; spirit, soul, and body. I am not going to attempt to describe these three in great detail, but rather give you some basic principles. Other men before me have done a better job at describing the functions and differences of these three parts of man.*

It’s very important that you understand these three parts of your being and how they work. God created you with a spirit, a soul, and a body. These three work together, yet are separate parts and functions of your person.

When God created man He created him from the dust of the ground. He created the body first. Then He breathed into him the breath of life and Adam became a living soul. (Gen. 2:7) The word “breath” means “spirit” in the original language. So we see here that God formed Adam from the dust of the earth and then He breathed the breath of life into him and Adam became a soul. The combination of spirit and body caused there to be a soul. Now it’s important that we understand that the “breath of life” is not referring to God’s own life. This phrase is referring to natural or biological life; however, it is referring to spirit. God’s own life, or divine life, was to be imparted to Adam by eating of the tree of life. God’s plan was that His life be imparted through the tree and placed into the man’s human spirit. The spirit that was breathed into Adam was not the Holy Spirit, but rather, a human spirit.
 We need to take a brief look at the functions and differences of spirit, soul, and body. 

___________________ 

* The Spiritual Man – Watchman Nee What is Man? – T. Austin-Sparks

“I am indebted to these two men for these insights into spirit, soul, and body.” 

Body
The physical body is the way in which you come into contact with the material world. It contains three parts: flesh, bone, and blood. It is the vehicle of expression for the soul and is the outermost part of our being. You communicate to others and react to the physical world by the use of your body. The body is the part which gives you world consciousness.

Soul
The soul is the part of you that contains your mind, will, and emotions. Your intellect, your power of volition, and your feelings are all part of the soul. Because of this, it can be said that the soul is the seat of your personality. It is the part of you that makes you an individual self. The soul is the part that gives you self-consciousness.

Spirit
The spirit is the part of you that communicates with God. You can only apprehend and worship Him with your spirit. The spirit is composed of three functions: conscience, intuition, and communion. Your relationship with God is based in the spirit, and therefore, is the element of God-consciousness. God lives in your spirit, self lives in your soul, and the senses live in your body.

The soul is actually the pivotal part of you because it contains your power to choose; the will. It’s only as the soul yields to God that the spirit can come to have its rightful place in control of your whole being.

The Temple of God 
 “Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you”? I Cor. 3:16 Here Paul gives us a beautiful picture of the believer being a temple of God. He ties in the temple with the believer. The temple was made up of three parts. These three parts coincide with the three parts that make up the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.

The outer court represents man’s body because it is outward, and is seen by all and visited by all. It is the way of expression and communication with the outside world. All external and physical actions will be performed here.

The  holy place represents man’s soul. This is the place between the spirit and body where the mind, will, and emotions reside. This is the place of the personality and individual self.

The  holy of holies is the innermost place and the dwelling place of God. Here, man has intimate communion with God. It represents the spirit of man. The spirit lies beyond man’s self-consciousness and above his senses. This is the place where God and man are one.

The availability of light in the temple is also an illustration of how things work in us. The outer court (body) is exposed to the broad daylight and can be seen by all. The holy place (soul) is illumined by the lampstand of seven candlesticks which represents the reasoning and thought life of the soul. The holy of holies (spirit) contains no light whatsoever. This place is dark because there is no sight needed here. The spirit completely operates by faith and not by sight. All insight in this place comes by way of direct revelation from God.

God gives us an order for the three parts of man: spirit, soul, and body (I Thess. 5:23). This is very important because God wants the whole man to be governed in and by his spirit. God’s intention is that your spirit be governed by His Holy Spirit, and thus control the soul and body. However, because of the Fall, man’s soul was enlarged and the “self” or soul took over the control of man’s being. God’s transformation process includes the reducing of the soul to the proper size and role, and the enlarging of the spirit to the place of control under the direct headship of the indwelling Christ.

The Prominence of the Spirit 
 “God is spirit; and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:24) Your spirit is an organ. Just like your body has a liver, kidneys, heart, etc.; so you have a spirit. It’s the part of you that allows for spiritual function. You can only receive revelation from God in your spirit. In fact, you can only truly know God in your spirit. All spiritual things must be apprehended by the spirit, not just the mind or emotions. We are used to functioning primarily with our souls and not our spirits. But God only communicates to us through and in our spirits. First, we need to understand what happened to us at re-birth.

Eating of the Tree of Life
When you came to Christ and were born from above, something miraculous happened inside of you. First of all, let me explain that we are all born with a spirit. That spirit is considered to be dead to God, though it is alive to you. For example, part of the functioning of the spirit is conscience. Every person has a conscience. It is the part of your spirit that instinctively knows right from wrong. No one has to teach you this, you just know it instinctively in your spirit. Your spirit is alive and functioning in part in the areas of conscience and instinct. However, it is not alive regarding communion with God. This type of functioning of the spiritual organ can only take place after being “born” of the Spirit.

When you turn to God through faith in Christ, He places His divine life within your spirit. Christ, through the Holy Spirit, comes to live inside of your spirit. Now His Spirit is one with your spirit. You have done what Adam never did. You have eaten of the Tree of Life! God’s own life has now come to dwell within you. You now not only have a spirit, but your spirit contains the very life of God! This life is a Person; the Lord Jesus Christ.

You Are a Hybrid
So now there is a part in you that is from the heavenly realm. You are “of the earth,” but you are also “of the heavens.” It could be said that you are two species in one. You have a part (organ) in you that can function in both realms. You, like the Lord Jesus, are a creature of the heavenly and earthly realms; both at the same time! When your Lord walked the earth He was living in two realms at the same time. He walked in this world and functioned as you and I do regarding matters of this physical existence. But He also walked in the spiritual realm at the same time. He could “see” and “hear” things that belonged to that spiritual realm just as clearly, if not more, than in this earthly one. His Father was the governing force in that spiritual realm and all things issued forth from Him. The invisible Father was being expressed by the visible Son. In order for the Son to be the visible image of the Father, He had to be intimately connected to the spiritual realm.

You are also a son of the Father (in Christ) and He wants to express Himself through you. However, He can only do this if you are walking in the spiritual realm as well as the earthly. For this purpose, you are a hybrid of the spiritual and physical realms. This is why learning to function (and live) in your spirit is so important. Paul told the brothers and sisters in the churches he planted to walk and live in their spirits. Please realize that walking in your spirit is the same as walking in His Spirit because they have become one! The two have become one spirit. Now you and I can walk in two realms at the same time. We can be governed by the heavenly realm and live out the practical expression of that realm in our daily lives here on earth. Christ can be made visible again.

Paul said that he looked at the things which are not seen. The things which are seen are only temporary, while the things which are not seen are eternal. The problem today is that we focus on the things which are seen. Most of what we call “Christian” comes out of the soul life, not the spirit. We really don’t know much at all about how to function in our spirits. Most of our “spirituality” comes from our heads. The soul is still very much in charge, and therefore, we mostly relate to God through our intellects, emotions, and wills. But Jesus told us that God is a Spirit and the only way to relate to Him was through (or in) spirit. You are the temple of God. The holy, living God of this universe dwells inside of you. Your spirit is His throne, resting place, and home. Your spirit is the holy of holies. 

Dear believer, are you hungry to know your Lord in spirit and reality? Are you longing to touch Him who lives in the deepest parts of your being? Is your spirit being drawn to Him as you read these words? Are you tired of only knowing Him on a surface level? If you are hungry and desperate to know Him in the depths then let’s walk together through the torn veil into the holiest place of all! “The Christian life as lived out in the Godhead, before the eternals. Yes, even back then you find the Christian life . . . and it was being lived out in the Godhead. Here, at last, is bedrock! Here are the unmovables. Here are constants that never change. Whatever is going on here, you can be sure, foreshadows how you are to live the Christian life. Isn’t that wonderful”!
 ~ Gene Edwards ~ 
Eternity in the Temple
 “And God said to Moses, I AM Who I AM . . .” Exodus 3:4 
 “Jesus said to them, “truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born I AM.” John 8:58 

What’s in a Name?
It’s very interesting that God uses this name; “I AM.” We see Moses pressing Him for a name so that he can tell the children of Israel back in Egypt who sent him. But when you think about it, what kind of a name is “I am”? It’s not really a name at all, but rather a statement of being. I mean, does God really need to have a name? The only reason we need names is to distinguish us from everyone else. But there is only one God! Yet somehow people think they can own a piece of Him by calling Him a particular name. It’s kind of like all the names we come up with for all our “churches.” 

Why do we feel we need to have a name for our church? Obviously, it’s so that we can promote it and distinguish our church from all the others. But there is only one church! So why would we need a name?

The Ever Present One
I like the fact that God uses this “I AM” designation. Notice He does not call Himself “I was” or “I will be,” He says “I AM.” He is right now. God does not live in time and space. He is not bound by the confines of this physical realm. He lives in a place that is both beyond and yet encompasses both past and future. Since time is in Him, He sees all of time at once; past, present, and future. They are all happening now to Him. All is in the present. He is the Eternal Now; He is the Eternal I AM. This has everything to do with your fellowship with Him. The temple that lives within you is now.

Knowing this about God helps us to know something about ourselves. Since we are to live in Him, we are to live in that ever present now, the Eternal Now. Jesus told us not to worry about tomorrow, but to seek God’s kingdom today. God’s kingdom is the place where God lives and that place has this “Eternal Now” quality about it. That kingdom is within us, within our spirits, and there is no time or space there. There is only “Now.” 

Living in the Moment
Many New Age teachers tell us nowadays that we should live “in the moment.” They tell us that we are too “stressed out” and that’s because we are so busy regretting (and having guilt over) the past, and planning and worrying (fear) about the future. We totally miss enjoying and living in the present because we dwell in the past or live for the future. They also tell us that we need to learn how to “live in the moment,” how to make the most of the time we have right now, today, in fact in this very hour! You know; ‘carpe diem’, seize the day, live for today, live in the moment.

Now I agree with the basic tenets of this philosophy. However, it’s the method that I disagree with. The idea that we need to enjoy the present moment and not dwell on the past or worry about the future is something that Jesus told us in the Gospels. However, He gave us a totally new, revolutionary way of doing that. His “method” solved the two main problems that we run into when we try to live the way that the philosophers of the world suggest.

Where is Now?
One of the problems is the fact that working hard at living “in the moment” just becomes another point of stress in our lives! We are trying to relieve the stress by enjoying today, however, now we have to learn a new skill; living in the moment. That just serves to add more stress into our lives especially when we fail and then feel guilty about our failure! Now we are once again caught in the trap of regretting the past and worrying about the future. Now, we worry about how we are going to handle our next opportunity to live “in the moment.”

The second problem we have is actually an explanation for the first problem. Is it even possible to totally live in the now? As creatures trapped within this cage we call “time,” is it even possible to experience the “now”? I am not trying to wax philosophical or even scientific here. My question is this; is there such a thing as the true “now” or “present”? We could say that the concept is that the present is the gap of time between the future and the past. Would you not agree with that? The question is – does such a gap even exist? Isn’t it true that the moment the future comes to us, it has become the past? Let me illustrate.

When I speak the word “present,” the moment that I speak it, it has become part of the past. This is a good example because I can think the word before I speak it. Just to illustrate, we could say that when we think of the word we know it is going to happen “in the future.” Obviously, we  think the word “present” before we actually speak it. However, the moment we speak it, the word enters into the past.

Let’s imagine for a moment that past and future are two adjoining rooms. Past is a room and Future is a connected room. The only thing separating the two rooms is a doorway. Segments of time pass from one room to another with very little (if any) time in between. You can (mentally or emotionally) live in one room or the other; however, you cannot live in the doorway. There just isn’t enough “room” there!

Is There an Escape from Time?
So we could accurately say that within the confines of time, there really is no true “present” or “now” as far as we are concerned. If the “present” does exist within time (which I don’t think it does), then it is definitely too small a space for us to live in because it is only the portal between past and future.

So where do we find the true “now”? Is there any escape from this prison of past/future dichotomy within which we live? Is it possible to enter a third “dimension” that we normally call “the present” or “the Now”? Could such a place exist where the chains of past and future no longer have any hold on us? Could such a place of unbridled freedom really exist?

The Kingdom Within
Yes, this place does definitely exist and the Lord Jesus spent most of His time here on earth trying to tell us about it. However, this place does not exist within time at all! It exists outside of space and time and inside of the One who called Himself; “I AM.” It is now the time to learn how to take Christ as our Eternal Now.

The Father’s House
“Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.” John 14:1-3

We seem to be trapped within the past and future and the closest we can get to living “in the moment” is actually living in the recent past. However, if we were able to travel outside of time and then into the One who called Himself the “I AM” then we could actually experience this thing we call the “now.” Whether you are a believer or not, I propose to you that you are looking in the wrong place for this experience of living in the moment. That cannot happen here. It can only happen in a different place. It can only happen in a place that Jesus said He would go to prepare for us; a place where we could go to behold Him and be with Him and experience Him as the great “I AM.”

What and where is the Father’s house? I realize that when most of us read this passage in John 14 about the Father’s house we get this picture in our minds of this palace or castle floating among the clouds up there in the upper atmosphere. There are these mansions floating up there that are just waiting for us to come and inhabit once we die and go to “heaven.” But is this really what Jesus was talking about? We have already seen that the place He was referring to is the “house” or temple within your spirit. This is a place without space or time. This is a place inside of the living Christ! The Father’s house is inside of His dear Son! That is the place where we can find the Eternal Now. That is the place where we can be free from the tyranny of time. That is the place where we can discover the glorious “I AM”!

Dear reader, Eternity lives inside of you. You can live in that place of eternal now, you can live “in the moment” by living inside of Him. There are no limits to the depths within Him. His increase is without measure and His riches are unsearchable. Plunge yourself into Christ. Sink deep into all that He is. Allow every part of Him to fully saturate every part of you. Close your eyes right now and lose yourself inside of the great “I AM.” Let your spirit sink deep into the timeless ocean of the All.
 “When you see your thoughts wandering, call yourself back to the present moment, but do not struggle with your thoughts. Just stay in the present and you will soon notice your Lord by your side again. The more you turn back to Him just as soon as you sense yourself wandering, the sooner you will have the blessing of knowing the indwelling presence of Christ in a more constant and familiar way.”
 ~ Francois Fenelon ~ 
Turning to Him
 The Act of Fellowship
Every true believer has the living Christ dwelling within his spirit. However, most of us never really learn to fellowship with Him there in our inward temple. Just because He is there doesn’t mean that we commune with Him. We have the Bread of Life dwelling inside of us and yet our spirits are starving to death! Obviously, just having the food isn’t good enough. You must actually rise up and eat. This takes conscious effort on your part. You must take the initiative, become a participant, and eat.

In John 15, the Lord tells us that He is the true (real) vine and we are the branches. Then He tells us to “abide” in Him. Isn’t that strange? The “tree” is telling the “branches” to abide in Him. What else would branches do but abide in the vine? Apparently, this “abiding” that He is speaking of is something more involved than the branches just being “stuck” on the vine. You and I are in Christ, but are we abiding in Christ? You see, being in Christ is a position whereas abiding in Christ is an activity. The position gives us the ability and opportunity to engage in the activity. However, most Christians never learn to abide in Christ. Most believers never learn to eat of Christ, even though the very Bread of Life is living within them. This is a very sad situation and one that we hope to help remedy.

What is the Food?
First, we need to realize and be able to recognize true food when we see it. What is spiritual food? The preachers tell us that the scriptures and the teaching of the scriptures is our spiritual food. Many Christians view the church as a feeding station or restaurant that they need to attend each week so that they can be spiritually fed. But do the scriptures themselves teach us this? No, they do not. The bible is not the bread of life. The bible points us to the food, however. In John 6, Jesus tells us that He is the true bread that came out of heaven. He said, “I AM the Bread of Life.” You see spiritual food is not a book, or words on a page. True spiritual food is a Person! The bible never points us to the bible. The scriptures always point us to Christ.

This is something that can only be revealed to us by our Father in heaven. The only true food is Christ Himself. He told us that if we eat His flesh and drink His blood we would have life within ourselves. If we would partake of Christ Himself, then we would be able to live by His life, instead of our own human lives.

Where is the Food?
We should already know the answer to this question. The Food is within you! Christ, by His Spirit, lives within your spirit. You have an endless supply of spiritual food deep inside of you. Whenever you come to Him to fellowship and commune with Him you should always realize that He is within you. You are entering into the holy of holies within your spirit, not to some place “up there” in the heavens. The heavens are within you. All dining with Him takes place there.

How Do We Eat?
Eating and fellowshipping just naturally go together. Have you ever noticed this? When we really want to get to know someone, we share a meal together. There is something about eating together that draws us closer to the ones with whom we are dining. This is not just some strange coincidence. This has been ordained since before eternity. In scripture, we see the Lord beckoning us to come and dine with Him in many places. This is a call to fellowship. This is a call to intimacy with the eternal God.

But how do we actually fellowship with Him? How do we move our spirits to touch His Spirit in an act of intimate fellowship? We know that this can only be done in spirit. We know that this activity is not primarily a mental or emotional function. Our will does have to choose to fellowship with Him. Our will brings our souls into submission of the Spirit. However, this is something that happens with and in our spirits.

The Problem with Too Much Information
I cannot give you a detailed explanation of how we touch the Lord in our spirits. There are several reasons for this.

First, the experience will be somewhat different for each believer. I cannot say, specifically, what your experience will be like. God works differently with each one of us and there are no specific experiences to expect every time with each individual. There are, however, some general type experiences that all seem to go through that we will cover.

Secondly, your spirit already knows how to do this. Your spirit contains the power of intuition and instinctively knows these things. It only needs to be reminded. You could compare it to the engine in your automobile. The engine is what drives the car. However, there must be a way to start the engine. That’s the function of the starter. The only function of the starter is to get the motor running. Once that happens, the starter can rest and let the engine do the work. Your will is like the starter. You choose, by the power of your will, to turn to the Lord within your spirit. Once you do that, your spirit takes it from there.

Thirdly, I do not want to give you any “method” for turning to the Lord. This can be very dangerous and only serves to bring you into ritualistic bondage. There is only one “way” to do this and that is Christ. He is the Way. He is the Method. We can only come to the Father by Him. My purpose here is only to give you a few practical helps to get you started.

A Work Without Labor
The writer of the letter to the Hebrews tells us to labor (be diligent) to enter into God’s rest. Doesn’t that seem to be a contradiction? I mean, after all, how can you labor to enter into rest? First of all, the correct translation there is to be diligent to enter into His rest. We must realize that not all activity is work. Is everything you do work? Of course not. There are many things that you and I do that cannot be considered work, yet they are activities. There are things that we do for rest, relaxation, and recreation. These things are not labor, yet they are things that we do. So we can see that not all activity is labor.

God is the one who performs this work of oneness within our spirits. The crucifixion and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ made the way open for God to come and dwell in our spirits. His finished work has torn the veil in two and opened up access to the holy of holies. The true temple inside our spirits is now inhabited by the God of heaven and He waits there for us to come and dine with Him. He has completed all the work. He is even the One who draws us to Himself by His Spirit so that we can have sweet fellowship with Him in the secret temple. He does all the work, but He does call us to respond. There is an activity in which we must be engaged.

Turning Inward
Fellowship must be cooperative. Fellowship does not exist if only one party is engaged. Fellowship must be reciprocal. There are people with whom I have tried to build a relationship. I have called them on the phone, invited them over for dinner, etc. Yet they have never reciprocated. How can you have a relationship with someone who never gives back? It takes at least two for fellowship to flow.

God is constantly drawing and calling us to turn inward to have fellowship with Him. Sometimes we can sense Him drawing us, but usually we cannot. But believe me, He is always drawing us! So there is an activity of reciprocation or response to that drawing that He is expecting from us. This activity is so slight and gentle that it can hardly be considered work. I call this activity “turning to Him.”

This activity begins with a gentle “turning” of our soul to the Lord who is within. Turning is a good term to use because it gives us a point of reference for something that is difficult to describe. Let’s say that you are having a conversation with two other people. There are three of you all together. You, and the other listener, have your bodies turned to face the one who is speaking. Your eyes are watching them, your ears are listening to them, and your mind is focusing on what they are saying. But now the other person begins to speak. You now turn all of your attention to the new speaker. Your body position changes, your ears are listening in a new direction, your eyes have shifted over, and your mind is now focusing on what that person is saying. This is like what it is to turn to the Lord. You turn all your attention toward the inward temple. You “look” inward to “see” Him who lives within. The position of your soul changes to focus all attention on Him. Once He has your attention, He will take over from there.

Do you remember my illustration of the starter in an automobile? The starter is the part that gets the engine moving. Once the engine is running, the starter rests. Your soul is like the starter. You can use your mind, will, and emotions to bring all attention to your spirit. Once the spirit has been activated, the soul can rest. The real fellowship will now begin in the spirit, your center, where we find the temple of the Lord.

The Center of All Things
Jeanne Guyon used a wonderful illustration to explain how this works. In nature, the center of an object exerts a powerful drawing force. This can be seen clearly in the gravitational pull of the earth’s core. If you drop an object, it just quite effortlessly falls to the ground. This is because of gravity: the force of the center of the earth pulling it down. Your Lord lives in the very center or core of your being. He is like a magnet that is drawing you toward Himself.

Another example is water. Water does not need to work in order to run downhill. It just happens effortlessly because of the drawing power of gravity. However, that will not happen if there is something in the way blocking the flow of water from reaching its destination. Remove the obstacles and the water will flow effortlessly.

The Obstacle of the Mind
The main obstacle you will face as you turn inward to the Lord is your mind. The mind is like a whirlwind. It is constantly active and wandering. The mind, like the tongue, is an unruly member that is difficult to tame. In fact, only the Lord can tame the mind and the tongue. You do not need to exert all your effort in trying to control your mind. The only thing you need to do is turn your mind to your Lord who is within. This is not mind control. This is not meditation, visualization, or contemplation. I’m speaking of calming your mind by turning it towards your Lord.

The bible tells us that as a man thinks, so is he. Paul also tells us to take every thought captive to the obedience of Christ. He also tells us to set our minds on things above, not on things on the earth. That’s because he wants us to be able to see the unseen. He wants us to be able to see things from God’s perspective, instead of just our own. We are seated with Christ in the heavenly places. Our minds should be in the same place. However, your mind is fallen and by nature tends to dwell on the earthly things. Your mind is easily distracted and constantly pulling you away from the Lord by its many wanderings. However, by God’s grace, you can learn to pull your mind back to the Center of your being. You can learn to dwell in the temple within.

Do not force or struggle with your mind. Only continue to turn your thoughts to the indwelling Christ. Do not attempt to conjure up specific thoughts about the Lord. Just give Him your attention! Just turn to Him. As you give Him all of your attention He will commune with you. He will take it to the next level. He will lead you by the hand into the holy of holies where you will dine with Him. “What God imparts to the believer does not come in the noise of words, nor are the senses particularly involved. It is more like the silence and peace of the night. What God reveals to the believer has nothing at all to do with the senses or the emotions. Call it understanding without understanding! Human understanding operates in the midst of lies and shadows. But God teaches the believer in those moments that have nothing to do with words. His enlightenment is found in quietness. There is no noise there, no phantoms, no shadows.”
 ~ John of the Cross ~ “Be still and know that I am God.” 
The Quiet Temple
 God is known in quiet stillness. This is very difficult for we who are in the modern age. Our lives are filled with constant “busyness” and noisy activity. We think that somehow we will accomplish more by our endless activity. However, we have missed the most important activity of all, that is, knowing God. And yet, we cannot know Him by our noise and frivolous activity. We can only know Him deeply by our quiet stillness. For you see, He leads us beside the still waters.

Dear reader, God is calling you, right now, to the quiet. You will come to know Him in that still place. You will come to fellowship with Him in the stillness of your own spirit. This is the place of boundless peace and rest. This is your fortress and refuge from all the invasive noise and busyness of the natural world. This quiet temple is the place where you will go to meet with your Lord.

In order to be able to sense the Lord in your spirit you must be able to calm the constant hyper-activity of your mind. You will never deeply know Him with your mind. You can only really know God with your spirit. This God of ours is way beyond our thoughts and words. No words can describe Him and no thoughts can contain Him. We would be arrogant to think that we can actually understand Him with our mortal minds! He is so much greater than anything we can conceive in our minds or describe with our words. He is beyond knowing in the natural sense. He can only be known in spirit.

Our Idea of God
This brings us to a problem with trying to know God with our minds. We all have formed an idea or concept of God in our minds. This can be a hindrance in us going deeper in our discovery of who God really is. 

You and I have already formulated an idea of God in our minds. This idea has mostly been shaped by our backgrounds, upbringing, teaching, and fellowship with other believers. This “idea” will be a little different for each one of us. The problem is that we tend to place God in this “box” of our own concepts. We limit our understanding of Him by what has already been formed in our minds. He is so much greater than any of our concepts of Him! We must let go of these concepts so that He can give us a new horizon. Let’s go beyond the mind, and the concepts of the mind, so that we can get down into the heart of the matter.

He is like the deepest ocean but His depths are without end. His riches are unsearchable. His splendor is unfathomable. He is so much greater and higher than anything we could ever mentally grasp or imagine. He will break every box that you try to put Him in because He is so infinitely greater than any of our own ideas or concepts of Him. Your mind is like a little child trying to reach something on top of the refrigerator. It is simply too high and too far to reach. However, your spirit can grasp these things because there is no such thing as “too high” in the spiritual realm.

Calming the Mind
We know that Christ Himself is our peace. He said that if we come to Him, He would give us rest for our souls. He also told us to be still in order to know Him. But what does it mean to be still? Certainly it means more than just to sit still physically without any bodily movements. Certainly it means more than when a parent tells a child to be still. It is your mind that needs to be still. It is just like that hyper-active child who is constantly moving and constantly chattering. Do you want to discover how “spiritual” you really are? Just try this simple experiment. Sit still and quiet and focus all of your thoughts upon Christ for the next five minutes. Please try this right now. Put this book down and try pulling all your thoughts to your Lord for the next five minutes.

Well, how did it go? Was Christ your only thought for the whole five minutes? Yeah, right! If you went more than thirty seconds without a distracting thought than you did really well! As you can see, you and I are not very spiritual people. Your mind is constantly wandering all over the place and it is not easy to get it to settle down. This is probably the greatest hindrance to you flowing back to your Center who is Christ.

But be encouraged! God wants this much more than you do and He is willing to go to great lengths to remove all hindrances to the fellowship He desires to have with you. But there is a part for you to play in all this. He does want you to pursue Him. He does want you to “run” after Him and draw near to Him. He will do the work, but He does expect a small step of faith from you. This “step” of faith is what I call turning to Him who is within. Entering into your inner sanctuary where He lives. The first part of this “entering” involves calming your mind and then turning all that you are to Him.

The First Step
To begin this fellowship in the temple within, it is very important that you find a quiet time and place. As far as possible, you will want to keep all distractions to a minimum. Since the mind will feed on these distractions and pull you away from your Lord, you will want to avoid them as much as possible. Find a quiet time. For most people this will be early in the morning or late at night when everyone else is asleep. Find a quiet, private place. I suggest, to begin with, a quiet room in a building rather than outside. This is because indoors you can have more control over the environment and can keep the distractions to a minimum. You can always go outdoors later after you get some experience in this inward fellowship.

Now just sit and be still before your Lord. Do not pray, do not speak, do not praise, do not read the scriptures. Do not meditate or ponder on a portion of scriptures. Do not try and use your imagination to “visualize” the Lord or anything like that. Just sit and be still before Him. Now, by faith, pull your mind away from all other thoughts to the center of your being. Take your mind by the hand and lead it down into your spirit where your Lord lives. This is done by an act of your will in faith. Your will is leading your mind and emotions to your inward temple to meet with the Lord of all glory. This is done gently, quietly, and reverently. You are pushing aside the veil to enter into the holy of holies. Your Lord is waiting there for you. He is waiting to have sweet fellowship with you. He is waiting to dine with you at His table of love.

The Importance of Stillness
In order for you to learn how to function in your spirit, it is very important that you learn to quiet down the faculties of your soul. A division of soul and spirit must take place but that can only happen through His Spirit. As you quiet your mind, will, and emotions, you are giving Him opportunity to do His work of stirring your spirit to commune with Him. Remember, He lives in the center of your being. He resides in the very core of your spirit.

Sitting quietly before Him is very important because you are ceasing from all your own self-efforts. You are learning to “rest in Him.” Deep calls unto deep. His Spirit will call unto your spirit. This takes place in the depths and what takes place in the depths is always silent. The deeper you go, the quieter it becomes. When you are flowing in the oneness of His fellowship you will lose all self awareness. He will become everything and you will be swallowed up in the vastness of His “ocean.” In the depths of silence, that is where He will commune with you. That is where He will speak to you. Any revelation or communication will be “stored” in your spirit and will be brought out and revealed to the mind at a later time.

The more that you “eat” of the Lord, that is, the more that you take Him into your spirit, the more you will “see” of Him. “Taste and  see that the Lord is good.” Tasting, then seeing. Revelation will pour into your life the more that you partake of Him in your spirit. This “tasting” happens within the quiet stillness of your inner temple.

The battle will take place over this quiet sanctuary of the spirit. This is the place of eternal peace. This is the place of rest for your soul. This is the place of refuge and retreat from the constant noise and activity of the outer world. This place is in the very heart of your Lord! He is your sanctuary. He is your peace and your rest. He is your refuge. You must learn to run into Him and be still there. This will not be easy at first and there will be many obstacles.

How to Handle Distractions
You will find that your mind will begin to wander. It will also take advantage of any outward distractions that occur and will immediately focus on those things. That’s alright. As soon as you realize that your mind has wandered away from Christ, gently pull it back to your Lord who is within your innermost being. Do not become distracted with the distractions! What I mean is, do not focus on the fact that you have allowed yourself to become distracted. Just simply turn your soul back to the Lord. Every time your mind wanders pull it back to your Center. Do not wrestle with the distractions. Just turn again to the Lord within. Your spirit knows how to do this. Just let your spirit take charge. 
 Don’t let discouragement win you over. This practice will be difficult in the beginning. But be encouraged. It will get easier! The most important thing at this point is consistency. You are developing a “habit” of turning to your Lord. Your flesh will resist you at every turn. But the more you turn to Him, the less your flesh will resist. The flesh is strong, but it will weaken under the power of the spirit if you are persistent. You are breaking a pattern of lifestyle that has taken years to develop. This pattern will not be broken over night. However, by God’s grace, a new pattern will emerge; the pattern of community with the Godhead!

Don’t worry so much about the “how-to” of your fellowship with the Lord. Just jump in with both feet and He will direct your path. He wants community with you more than you can know. He will lead you and guide you by His Spirit. How will you know that you have entered into the holy of holies? How will you know that you are in the temple with Him? Simple. You will know by faith. He says, “Come to Me and I will give you rest.” When you turn to Him, just believe, and you will enter into your spirit and the abiding that is found in Christ. Don’t try to figure it out. Don’t try to direct it or analyze it. Just believe.

The community of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit awaits you. They are excited about enlarging their fellowship by one more! They have made Their home in your spirit for this very reason. They are now calling you to join in the feast. He is now calling you.

Dear reader, what are you waiting for? Put down this book and let the fellowship begin.
 “What is prayer? It is an ascent of the mind to God. He is above us all, and we cannot see Him, therefore we converse with Him. Such prayer as this is the simplest form of prayer. But this is a kind of prayer that is essentially only a mental discourse with God.

“But when the believer fixes his attention on the face of his Lord without requiring consideration, reasoning, without need of proofs to be convinced of anything, this is a higher prayer.

“There is a view of your Lord in which reason, meditation and thought do not play a large part. In the first kind of prayer, one thinks upon God; in the other, one beholds Him. The second is a purer practice.”
 ~ Michael Molinos ~ 
Beholding Him

After you turn your mind, will, and emotions to the Lord within, then what happens? Then you behold Him. There needs to be some explanation here because the word “behold” is not something we use in our day. The word is pregnant with meaning. It means so much more than just looking at something or someone. 

“Father, I desire that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am, in order that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me; for Thou didst love Me before the foundations of the world.” John 17:24

Do you see the progression here? First, the Lord Jesus asks the Father that we would be with Him where He is. But where is He? He is in our spirit. The first step is to turn to Him who is in your spirit. The reason that we are to turn there is so that we can behold His glory. We turn, and then we behold. But what is this mysterious term “behold” all about?

According to Vines Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, it means “to look at a thing with special interest and for a purpose, usually indicating the careful observation of details. To consider, look, perceive, see.” The word used in John 17:24 speaks of an experience, in the sense of partaking of. You could say that beholding means to “gaze at” intently and intensely to the point of actually partaking of the object which you are beholding. The “beholder” actually partakes of the “beholdee.” Jesus was asking the Father that we not only look at Him, but that we participate and partake of Him and His glory! We are not just to be casual observers of Him and His glory. We are to be participants and partakers of His glory.

“One thing I have asked from the Lord, that I shall seek; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the delightfulness of the Lord, and to inquire in His temple.” Psalm 27:4

When we enter our inner temple by faith, then we behold the beauty and “delightfulness” of the Lord. This is a kind of “seeing” with our spirits. It can’t really be explained, but can only be practiced. Beholding is just that; be holding. It is the state of holding the Lord before your spirit. It is a state of being. It is a way of being. You be hold Him before you. You set the Lord before you and keep Him in full view. You fix your eyes upon Jesus. Everything else falls out of focus and only Christ comes into view. He becomes the focus of all vision.
 “I have set the Lord continually before me; because He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.” Psalm 16:8 The Father’s purpose is that Christ would be the Center and Sum of all things. You make Him the Center of your being by beholding Him. You turn your eyes away from all lesser things to the One who is your Center and Life. You turn all of your “focus” and attention to Him. Beholding means looking into Him. You look and see all that He is and then allow Him to permeate your being. Allow all that He is to fill all that you are. Empty yourself completely and allow all of His glory to completely fill your spirit. Invite Him in to be high and lifted up and the train of His robe will fill the temple! Like the old song says:

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, Look full in His wonderful face. And the things of earth Will grow strangely dim, In the light of His glory and grace.

Jesus said that if your eye be single, your whole body would be full of light. He is to be our one and only focus. Of course, the implications of this are far more extensive than the practice of beholding Him. In a very real sense, we are to behold Him with our whole lives. This is not just an occasional activity, but rather a way of life. He is to be the very heart, center, focus, and life of all that we say and do. By us centering ourselves on Him, we will decrease but He will increase. When others look at us, they will see Christ.

Paul told us to look at those things which are unseen; those things which are eternal. Those “things” are Christ! He is the sum of all spiritual things. All of the riches of wisdom and knowledge are hidden in Him. All truth, and grace, and mercy are hidden in Him. John the Baptist told us to “behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.” Even Pontius Pilate told the crowd to “behold the Man”! Beholding Him brings you into participation with the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings. Beholding Him will transform you and me into His image. “But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.” II Cor. 3:18

The God of Revelation
As I said before, beholding Him is much more than just looking at Him. It is an actual participation in Christ. When we behold Him, we are partaking of Him. We are eating of the true Bread of Life. It is a good thing to “eat with your eyes”! When we behold Him, He becomes our one true passion and our one true “obsession.” The Father is continually beholding the Son and the Son is continually beholding the Father. You could rightly say that the Father only has eyes for the Son and the Son only has eyes for the Father. The Bride only has eyes for her Bridegroom. When she sees Him, her heart leaps within her chest and all her love goes out to her lover. When their eyes meet their spirits become one and true fellowship (community) begins.

We come to know God in a completely different way than we know anything else. We do not learn Christ by studying facts about His earthly life or memorizing the red letters in the New Testament. We can only come to know Him intimately when He allows us to really see Him. In other words, we come to know Him little by little as He reveals Himself to us. He doesn’t “teach” us in the same way we learn in school. We learn by seeing. He instructs us by showing us more of Himself. He is a God who is continually unveiling Himself to us. As we are able to receive it, He reveals more and more. Seeing really  is believing!

Paul prayed that God would give the saints a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him; that the eyes of their hearts would be enlightened. That word for knowledge is “epiginosis” which means an intimate knowledge that only comes through direct, personal contact with someone -- a knowledge that comes through intimate experience. The eyes of our spirits must be opened to see Him and His glory. Then, we can truly partake of Him at His banquet table.

Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus
When you turn to Him, it means that you turn your eyes upon Him. This is something which is difficult to explain. You turn the full attention of your soul (mind, will, and emotions) to Him who lives deep inside. Then you turn the eyes of your spirit to Him in all His glory. You do this by an act of your will, in faith. You may or may not sense anything happening in your soul. Most of the time, you will probably not be touched emotionally or intellectually. But there will be times when you come to Him and can’t help but weep in His presence. There will be other times when He will give you spiritual insight that will quicken your mind so that it may be able to communicate these “visions.” But you need to realize that just because you don’t sense anything in your soul doesn’t mean that nothing is happening. You cannot enter into His temple and behold His glory without an impartation taking place in your spirit. Your spirit will be fed and will grow stronger. He will increase in you and you will decrease. The more you practice this, the easier it will get and the more fluid your spirit will begin to flow with the will of God in Christ Jesus.

Beholding is not an act of the mind. The only place the mind has in this is to be calm and quiet. I am not encouraging you to hyper activate your imagination. Please do not sit there and try to “visualize” the Lord in your imagination. Do not try and come up with some “image” of Him in your mind. That will only serve to distract you even more. Instead, seek to be able to “sense” Him with your spirit. Be aware that your spirit is one with His Spirit and just let yourself enjoy that oneness with Him. Relish in the fact that you are in Him. Let that fact become your experience.

Beholding Him in the Scriptures
“And beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.” Luke 24:27
 “And their eyes were opened and they recognized Him.” Luke 24:31a “And they said to one another, “Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the road, while He was opening the Scriptures to us”? Luke 24:32

There are two things that can clearly be seen from this passage. These two things are monumentally important in the way we approach the scriptures.

First, all of the scriptures speak of Christ. All of the holy writings point to Him. They all concern Him, and they all reveal Him. The Old and New Testaments are there as a unified testimony to point us to Christ. This is not an instruction manual to teach us how to live. This is the written revelation of Jesus Christ! It’s all about Him. We do not need an instruction manual to show us how to live a good Christian life because we do not live the Christian life. He is that Life within us! (Gal. 2:20) We just need to be able to see and touch Him. He is the point of it all.

Secondly, He will open the Scriptures to us. You can think of it as a beautiful treasure chest. The scriptures are the “chest” that hold the treasure inside. He must open the chest for us to be able to see the glorious treasures inside. The purpose of the chest is to hold the treasure. He is the treasure! This opening of the scriptures can only happen when the Holy Spirit (who lives in you) reveals Christ to your spirit.

The scriptures should always be used to bring us to Christ. When you start practicing this “art” of beholding Him, you will be able to behold Him in the scriptures. Even passages that don’t seem to directly relate to Him will come alive with visions of your Lord. He is like a beautiful cut diamond. The scriptures will allow you to see His many angles and the light will reflect in many different colors through that diamond.

You can use the scriptures as a “springboard” to fellowship with the Lord. Take a small passage and read it slowly as if you were savoring a sweet piece of fruit. Taste every aspect of it and allow the writings to bring you to an awareness of your Lord. Let it lead you directly into the holy of holies within your spirit where your Lord is waiting to dine with you.

Beholding Him in Creation
“For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made . . .” Romans 1:20

Paul tells us that all things were created through Christ and that the visible creation is a reflection of who He is. The visible creation is a “picture” or a visible image of the invisible. An artist cannot create without imparting some of himself into his creation. His creation is an expression of himself. So it becomes very evident to us that we can behold Him through His creation. If your eye be single, and you have been trained to see with your spiritual eyes, you will be able to see Christ in His creation. Jesus Christ always spoke using “pictures” from God’s creation. By doing this, He showed us that these visible things were but expressions of invisible realities. For example, He spoke of Himself as the True Vine and us as the branches. Was He just conveniently using the vine (or tree) as an example to explain the truth He was preaching, or was He pointing us to the vine as the actual physical reflection of the spiritual reality? 

There is no doubt that the spiritual realities about God are eternal. In other words, God and all His attributes were obviously around a long time before creation. Paul is telling us in this passage in Romans that creation shows forth all of the divine attributes of our God. So these things that we can see with our physical eyes that were made by God can reveal to us more of Him. Jesus said, “I am the True vine.” The word “true” here in the original language means real, or genuine. It contrasts realities with their semblances. So Jesus was telling us here that He is the real vine and that the created vine that we see is just a picture of Him. He is the reality that was used as a “model” when the vine was created. He is the real thing! He also said this about water, a grain of wheat, bread, and many other things.

If we have eyes to see, we can see Him in all of creation. When you develop your sense of spiritual sight, you will begin to see your Lord in many ways and in many things. I’m not saying that those “things” are Him, but they are an image or picture of Him. For those who can see, these images will point you to Christ. For example, when you look up at the sky at night do you see the moon (an object orbiting the earth), or do you see a picture of the Real Moon? The real Moon is Christ. He perfectly reflects the light and glory of His Father.

Why not take the time right now to behold your Lord? Put down this book, sit back and close your eyes, then turn your soul inward toward your spirit. Fix the eyes of your spirit on Him. Take in all of His glory. See Him for who He is. Behold the Lord of glory!
 “This King, who is full of goodness and mercy, doesn’t punish me. Rather, He embraces me lovingly and invites me to eat at His table. He serves me Himself and gives me the keys to His treasury, treating me as His favorite. He converses with me without mentioning my sins or my forgiveness. My former habits are seemingly forgotten. Although I beg Him to do whatever He wishes with me, He does nothing but caress me. This is what being in His holy presence is like.”
 ~ Brother Lawrence ~ 
Loving Him

God created Adam out of the dust of the earth. The word “Adam” means red clay. Adam’s body was literally made out of the clay of the earth. However, He did not create Eve out of the red clay, but rather took her from out of Adam. She was called “woman” because she was taken “out of” man. Have you ever wondered why God did it this way? Why didn’t He just create Eve out of the dust of the earth like He did Adam? Why did He open up the side of Adam, take out one of his bones, and then create Eve out of that? Isn’t this a rather strange way of doing things? Why would He do this? Let me give you a little hint. Remember what we discovered in the last chapter about beholding Him in the scriptures? All of scripture speaks of Him.
 Adam and Eve are a picture of something else. Paul tells us what that “something” is in Ephesians chapter 5. “For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh.
 “This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.” Ephesians 5:31, 32
 Verse 31 is a direct quote from Genesis 2:24 which follows right after Adam’s declaration: “This is now bone of my bones,
 And flesh of my flesh;
 This one shall be called *Isshah (woman), Because she was taken out of *Ish (man).”

In Ephesians chapter five, Paul ties in the Genesis account of Adam and Eve with Christ and the church. In other words, Adam and Eve are a picture of Christ and the church. Christ is the “Ish” and the church is the “Isshah.” She was taken out of His side to be “bone of His bone and flesh of His flesh.” Or, more accurately, spirit of His Spirit. The two have become one Spirit. Christ and the church are one. It was not good for God to be alone, so He called some from out of the world into His Son and then took her out of Him to be His wife. 

Our God is a romantic God! He has wanted to have a suitable helpmeet for Himself since before creation. Our God is love. He loves with great passion and an unswerving devotion to His beloved. Love must always have an object.

The Flowing Out of Love
The nature of love is to always be giving and to always flow out. God’s love could not be contained or confined to remain within God alone. His love had to flow out. 
 ___________________ 

* Hebrew translation
Now, we have already seen that within the fellowship of the Godhead there is an exchange and interchange of divine love. The Father loves the Son with great passion and gives all of His love all of the time to His Son. The Holy Spirit takes the love of the Father and “conveys” this love over to the Son. The Son then (through the Spirit) returns that love back to the Father.

Though this torrential flow of divine love is very satisfying to God, the giving of love could not stop there. This great love had to expand and flow to another “object” outside of God Himself. This is what motivated your God to create. This is what motivated Him to come up with the idea that there could be “another.” There could be an “Isshah.” There could be a she! God could actually have His own beloved. 

God began to put His plan into effect so that He could have His own helpmeet. He created a being who was capable of loving Him just as He loved this being. This creature would also need to have a free will so that she could voluntarily love God since the very nature of love demands that it always be given voluntarily. Love could not be forced or demanded. Yet the only love that would satisfy the heart of God would be His own divine love.

The object of the Father’s love is His own beloved Son. He is the Beloved of the Father. All of the love of the Father flows out to the Son. The Son returns this love back to the Father and God is very satisfied. However, the Father wanted to expand this fellowship with His Son. He came up with an ingenious plan to actually expand this fellowship by “enlarging” the Son. This would be accomplished by giving birth to many sons within the one Son. They would all love Him the same as the one Son because they would all share His life and His love. The one Son would be enlarged because of the many sons, the body and the Head would make up one new man; the corporate Christ. This corporate Christ would love the Father with divine love. The problem was that man fell and chose to go his own, independent, self-centered way instead.

The Greatest Commandment
Jesus said that the greatest commandment is to love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and strength. Now why would God command us to love Him knowing that love must come from free will in order to truly be love? You cannot command someone to love you. Love must be voluntarily given. Of course, God knows this. So why would He ever give us such a command?

It was to show us that we are incapable of such an act! It was to show us that (because of our fallen nature) we cannot love God, or anyone else, for that matter. Divine love is something that can only come from divine life. The reason is that true love is a total giving of one’s self to another. It involves a death to one’s self so that another may live. We can see this clearly expressed in the supreme act of love; the cross of our Lord. So a genuine act of love can only take place as a result of the action of divine life in the believer. Human life is incapable of such an act. What I am trying to say is: only Christ in you can love the Father! He gave us the commandment to show us that we are weak, but He is strong. He can never be satisfied with any kind of so called “love” that human nature could ever come up with. That’s why He placed the life of His Son within us.

Does God Have a Need?
All God has ever really wanted was someone to love Him. He has given everything to this end. He is continually pouring out His love to you. He has shed forth His love within you. He has given you everything by giving you Himself. He has given you the ability to love Him by giving you His life. Now He is waiting for two things to happen inside of you. He is waiting for you to receive His love, and He is waiting for you to return that same love back to Him.

The Act of Love
There is something that we have missed about our God; He is very romantic. We can see this throughout the scriptures. In many places, He uses very romantic language to communicate with Israel, and later on, with the church. He is definitely a Lover, and because we have missed this point, we have misunderstood many things He has said.

In every marriage there is an act of love. The husband and wife love one another all of the time, but there is a specific act which is an expression of this love. I am referring to what we call the “making of love.” The two shall become one flesh. This is a picture of our marriage union with Christ, an expression of the two being one. God loves to be one with us! And there is an act when we come and love Him just as He loves us.

This act is expressed with a word in the New Testament. This word has been greatly misunderstood by believers because of our warped view of God Himself. In many cases, we view God as a high and holy God to be feared and revered. It is true, of course, that He is high and holy and we should be in awe of Him. However, He is also a very romantic God who desires to be intimate with His bride. This New Testament word that I am referring to is the Greek word, ‘proskuneo.’ It literally means, to move towards a kiss. In other words, proskuneo means the act of preparing for a kiss or making romantic advances toward one’s lover. Proskuneo translated into English is “worship.” So we can see that God wants His people to move close to Him for intimacy. This is a little different than the way we normally look at “worship,” isn’t it? Jesus told us that this “worship” can only happen in spirit and reality. It’s the very act of your spirit becoming one with His Spirit. It’s a matter of you receiving His love into your spirit and then taking that same love and loving Him in return.

Receiving His Love
For many people, this is often the most difficult part of loving the Lord. Many of us have a very difficult time receiving the love of God. Perhaps you are one of those who has been hurt very deeply. You have placed a shield around your heart to protect yourself from ever being hurt again. You are afraid of opening up your heart again because you could be hurt, at least, that is now your way of life. You know that God would never hurt you, yet you are still afraid. True intimacy scares you to death. You want to be able to give God’s love, but you will never be able to do that unless you can receive His love first. You are in a real crisis of the self life.

You are afraid that you will lose your self if you completely give in to God. However, this is exactly what God wants! He wants you to lose yourself in Him. It’s only as you totally give yourself over to Him that your real self will be found. You will be found in Christ. You must trust Him in this. Give Him all your fears and allow yourself to completely “sink” into His love. He will envelope you, surround you, and even drown you in His love. Receive it. Receive all that He has to give into your spirit and your ability to receive will increase. He will enlarge your capacity to receive as He enlarges your spirit. He will increase and you will decrease inside of your spirit. Fear not little one because He is in you and He will never leave you or forsake you. Allow His love to pour into your spirit, then your soul, then your body. He is knocking, but you must open the door of your heart and allow His glorious love to enter in and fill you up to overflowing. Why not take a few minutes right now to receive His love? Just sit back, close your eyes, quiet your mind, and by faith, begin to allow His love to flow into your spirit.

Returning His Love
For many of you, learning to receive His love will take some practice. You may need to sit quietly before Him and just allow yourself to receive His love several times a day before you sense a release in your spirit. Don’t be discouraged and don’t give up. You will make progress as long as you are consistent.

Of course, receiving His love is only one side of the coin. The more important side and the whole reason you need to receive is so that you can give away this great love. Love must always be given away or it is not really love. Love is given to you so that you may give it away. This divine love you receive came from the Lord Himself. Now it must flow back to Him. Jesus told the disciples that He had loved them with the same love with which the Father had loved Him. You see how it works? The divine love flows from the Father, to the Son, and then the Son loves the Father (and you) with that same love. You love the Lord Jesus with the same love He has given to you from the Father. He takes that love and then returns it to the Father. There is a never ending circle of love that flows between the members of the Godhead. Then that love flows out to His church, and His bride then returns that love to Him. The love will also flow out of the church to the world as an overflow of His life. This is what He calls “fruit”; the abundant overflow of life and love.

But remember that love always has an object. The object of focus for your love is the Lord Jesus Christ. He is your Life, your Center, your Head, and your Love. He is your All. He is your Everything! He is your object of adoration and appreciation. He is the one who has given you all the love that you have. Now it’s time to love Him with that same love.

How can you help but love Him? Put down this book and get into a quiet place. Sit back, close your eyes, and then calm down your mind from its over activity. Turn all of your attention to the Lord Jesus within your spirit. Enter into the temple and continue all the way into the holy of holies. Now just sit before Him quietly and love Him. Love Him with everything that is within you. Gather up all the love that He has given you and give it back to Him in one torrential flow of life. Give Him your all. Give Him your everything.

For the Father is seeking such to worship Him. “Lastly, a believer who abides within the inmost portion of his being (within his spirit) lives in unbroken peace. Surely there may be outward combats, but the peace is not broken. There is an infinite distance between that inner place and the external tempest; the externals simply cannot reach this heavenly place. The believer can find himself even forsaken, opposed and desolate, but such a storm can only threaten and rage without. It has no power within.”
 ~ Michael Molinos ~ 
Quality Time in the Temple

You will need to have special times on a daily basis when you can be alone with God. These should be times when outward distractions are at a minimum; you can be alone and quiet before your Lord. It should be at a time and place when/where you will not be disturbed.

The Place
In our house, we have set aside one bedroom to be used as the “quiet room.” It’s a small room that only has a few chairs in it. The main reason for the room is to fellowship with the Lord, though it can also be used for reading or another “quiet” activity that requires few distractions and seclusion. When the door is closed to that room, everyone in the house knows that someone is using the room and does not want to be disturbed. Sometimes, I don’t want to use that room so I will go outside and find a solitary place instead. It doesn’t really matter where you go, as long as the place is solitary, in other words, a place where you can get alone with the Lord.

Perhaps you don’t have a spare bedroom that you can use for this purpose. That’s alright, for you it might be a living room, kitchen, den, garage, patio, or outside deck. You may live in the mountains and want to find a “special” place in the woods somewhere. It doesn’t really matter as long as you can find your own “lonely” place.

“And in the early morning, while it was still dark, He arose and went out and departed to a lonely place, and was praying there.” Mark 1:35

The Time
I have always believed that the early morning is the best time to “slip away” to be alone with the Lord. Early morning is the time of day when things are the quietest and there is the least amount of activity. Most people are not awake yet and you will have the best chance of not being disturbed.

Jesus arose early many times to be with His Father. In the Psalms, David spoke of rising early to be with the Lord. (Ps. 63:1, Ps. 108: 2, 3) Abraham, Jacob, and Isaac all rose early to be with the Lord. Moses also rose early to seek Him. There is just something that is hard to describe about starting your day with Him. It’s like building your day like a carpenter would build a house. You must always start with a proper foundation. Christ is our foundation. If we don’t start with Him first, the rest of the day will be shaky like a weak building. I strongly recommend that you start your days with the time of fellowship with God.

I realize that rising early in the morning may not apply to everyone. Perhaps you have a job that requires you to work during the early morning. That’s alright, whenever you wake up, that’s your morning and you can still start your day with a time of fellowship with the Lord. The idea is to start with Him!

Of course, the Lord wants you to abide in Him throughout the whole day. But that awaits discussion in another chapter. First, you must establish a “beachhead,” a place of beginning from where you can branch out into the rest of your day. Your special quiet time in the morning will set the tone and lay the foundation for your fellowship with the Lord throughout the day. Let’s start at the beginning, shall we?

Some Practical Help
My goal in this chapter is to give you as much practical help as possible without giving you a formula or a method. Please keep in mind that this little “project” is just to be used as a temporary tool to help you get started. Don’t make this into a rigid formula! I realize that it may be difficult for many of you to begin right off without any practical direction of any kind. Therefore, I’m suggesting the following project to help you get started. Again, this is not meant to be taken as a “formula” to be used repeatedly in a mechanical way to enter into your inward temple.

Using Scripture to Enter In
In this project you will use a passage of scripture as a “springboard” to enter into the holy of holies within your spirit. You will want to bring your bible and then get into your special “lonely” place.

Turn in your bible to Colossians. Read the following passage out loud: Colossians 1:15-20. Read it slowly and savor each word. This is a very Christ centered passage. Allow the scripture to take you into the spiritual realm. Allow yourself to become immersed in the glories of Christ. Turn inward to your spirit where He dwells. Allow yourself to become lost in Him and sink deeper and deeper into His temple of love. Behold the glorious Image of the invisible God! See the firstborn of creation, the One in and through whom all things were created. Receive the love of the Father given through the Head of the body. Give Him the first place in all of your being as you love Him who is the fullness of God. Surrender your will completely to Him. Don’t be afraid of completely releasing yourself to Him. Trust Him implicitly. Go into the temple and meet Him there. Lose yourself in the immensity of God. Pull all attentions away from yourself and toward the living Lord. Then just love Him, love Him, love Him.

Again, this is not a time of outward prayer, bible study, or praise. This is a time of quiet, inward fellowship with your Lord. Please start there. Don’t begin with the outward, begin with the inward. Your interior life with the Lord will become the wellspring of all outward activity. If you will learn to always begin inside of your inner temple, then you will see divine life begin to overflow your spirit and then flow outside of you. Jesus told you that rivers of living water would flow out of your innermost being. That’s His life! When you cultivate the inward life, it will just naturally begin to flow externally as well. But don’t focus on outward activity. Let your focus be getting to know this wonderful Lord who lives within you.

Praying the Scriptures
In this project you will take a portion of scripture and turn it into personal prayer to the Lord. Then that prayer will be your “springboard” or jumping off place to bring you into the temple of your spirit.

First, turn to the gospel of John and read chapter 6 verses 48 through 58. Read it out loud and slowly. Endeavor to “taste” the Lord in this passage. Savor the meaning of each verse and allow revelation to burst upon you as you read the Lord’s words. Do exactly what this passage is talking about and “feast” upon the Lord Jesus Christ. Don’t just read the words: taste them, digest them. Those words are the Lord Himself, so take Him in and enjoy every morsel. Don’t rush through it. If you sense anything happening in your spirit, pause for a moment and just sit before Him and digest who He is. Then move on to the next portion of scripture.

Once you have completely read this passage then go back and read it again except this time you are going to turn the passage into a prayer to the Lord. Let me give you just one example of how this could be done.

“Lord Jesus, you are my daily food. You are the substance of my sustenance. You are my nourishment, my source of life, and source of everything. You came out of the heavenly realm from the Father to give me this life. You are the true manna that came out of heaven. You are the true bread that feeds my spirit. I now receive You as my food and drink. I take You in and digest You and consume all that You are. I bask in Your love and I drown in our oneness. I love you, Lord, with all that I am. Fill me with all that You are.”

Again this is just an example of one way to pray this scripture. Pray it your own way and allow your spirit to take you further and deeper. Don’t feel limited by the text of the passage. Once your spirit has taken hold of the heart of the passage, your spirit will take flight and speak words to the Lord that you never realized you had in you! You will begin to pray (in your spirit) in a new way that will come from deep inside of you. Let it take you as far as it will. Then come back to a place of quiet and rest in Him.

Prayer Without You
Now you are going to take another portion of scripture and use it to behold the fellowship between the Father and the Son. This time, you are going to be completely removed from the picture.

The portion of scripture you are going to use is John 1:1-14. You are going to turn this portion of scripture into prayer by replacing the words; He, Him, and Word with You and Lord Jesus. For example, you could pray verses one and two like this: “Lord Jesus, You were in the beginning. In fact, You are the beginning and You are the end. You are the Alpha and Omega. You were with the Father in the beginning and You have always been with and in the Father. You are the expression of the Father. You are the image of the Father. You are the communication of the Father. You are the Father’s Word. Whenever the Father wants to express Himself, You are shown. You and the Father are one.”

As you pray these verses allow your spirit to soar into the heavenlies in Christ. See Him loving His Father. See Him receiving from the Father. Allow yourself to get lost in Their fellowship with one another. Behold Their fellowship and then allow your spirit to participate in Their fellowship. Love the Father as He loves the Son. Love the Son as He loves the Father. Receive the Father’s life from the Son through the Holy Spirit.

Use the rest of your time together to fellowship and love Him quietly. Sit and just be with Him.
 The purpose of these three little projects is to show you just three ways that you can use the scriptures to help you enter into His presence. This is to be taken in the context of your special “quiet time” with the Lord in the morning. These special times with Him will be the foundation for the rest of your walk with the Lord throughout the remainder of the day. Try to set aside time in the morning each day; even if you just start with ten minutes a day. The point is to begin! The more you fellowship with Him, the more you will want to fellowship with Him.
 Please understand that it will take time to develop this relationship with your Lord. It will take time to get to know Him intimately and inwardly. Of course, your inner walk with the Lord will grow and mature as you are consistent in fellowshipping with Him everyday. The key is to begin; and then to be consistent. Even if you only spend a few quality minutes with Him every morning, that’s a start.
 I also recommend that you begin this inner walk with at least one other believer if at all possible. That way, you can encourage one another. You can also meet together sometimes to be with the Lord. The “exercises” that I give in this chapter can also be done with two or three saints together. For example, when you pray the scriptures, you can take turns praying different parts of the passage and even “bounce” off one another’s prayers. As someone prays, many times it will spark something within your spirit and then you can vocalize that insight that relates to the last prayer. The possibilities are endless! Let your spirit lead and you will see and hear marvelous things. There is nothing like experiencing the Lord’s fellowship with other brothers and sisters.
 The simple exercises used in this chapter are meant to be starting points only. You must branch out from here. Find new passages of scripture to use. Discover new ways to be with your Lord. Let the creativity of God within you flow out. God will always reward your diligence by showing you more of Himself.
 There will be times that it will be very difficult to enter into that inner temple. Don’t get discouraged. You may not sense His presence very strongly at certain times. That’s alright. No time spent with God is ever wasted. Just continue to press in even when you don’t “feel” anything. Just believe and trust in Him. Be patient with yourself. This won’t be easy in the beginning, but it will get easier as you progress. Don’t lose heart. He will uphold you and sustain you. He wants this fellowship much more than you do! He will see it through.
 “One question now to be put to the test is this: Can we have that contact with God all the time? All the time awake, fall asleep in His arms, and awaken in His presence? Can we attain that? Can we do His will all the time? Can we think His thoughts all the time?”
 ~ Frank Laubach ~ 
Habitual Fellowship in the Temple
 There are some scriptures pertaining to this that have always intrigued me. “And Enoch walked [in habitual fellowship] with God; and he was not, for God took him.” Genesis 5:24 (Amp.)

“Noah was a just and righteous man, blameless in his [evil] generation; Noah walked [in habitual fellowship] with God.” Genesis 6:9 (Amp.)

“But I say, walk and live habitually in the Holy Spirit – responsive to and controlled and guided by the Spirit; then you will certainly not gratify the cravings and desires of the flesh – of human nature without God.” Galatians 5:16 (Amp.)
 “. . . pray without ceasing”; I Thessalonians 5:17 It would seem that the scriptures have answered Frank Laubach’s question as to whether it is possible to fellowship with God on a continual basis. This walk of a “habitual fellowship” with God seems to be the key and that’s what we will take a look at in this chapter.

It is not only possible to have this kind of walk with God, but God wants this kind of intimacy with His people and longs after it with a great passion. We can see this from the very beginning. The description in Genesis of God “walking” in the Garden in the cool of the day implies a God who wants a personal, intimate, and ongoing fellowship with man.

Using the term “walk” indicates an ongoing, moment-by-moment relationship with someone. Yes, you have special times of “sitting” and visiting with God. But you also “walk” with God. In other words, He is with you (and indeed is in you!) all of the time. Jesus told you that He would never leave you or forsake you. He lives inside of you and you take Him with you everywhere that you go. He is more than a companion, and much more than a friend. He is One who “sticks closer than a brother” and longs for a relationship with you that goes beyond the borders of your morning quiet times and church gatherings.

Awareness of an Indwelling Companion
This moment-by-moment fellowship begins with an awareness that God lives in you. He doesn’t live in a temple made with human hands, He lives inside of you! You are His temple and that means a constant abiding of His Spirit with your spirit. There is no where you can go that you do not bring Him. When you drive in your car, He is there in you. When you go to the store, He is there in you. When you wait in line at the bank, He is there in you. I think you get the point. The problem is that we don’t get the awareness! We all know that God is with us and in us all the time; it’s just that we are not consciously aware of that reality as we go about living our daily lives. It’s only a theory to us. We do not put this truth into practice.

When I was a young Christian I had read about Noah and Enoch walking in this “habitual” fellowship with God. This was something that I really wanted and decided to make it a goal of my life. I had no idea that thirty years later I would still be struggling with this! Though I have grown and made advances in this walk, it is painfully obvious that I have a long way to go. If you think this is easy, then you are in for a shocker! I don’t know of anyone, personally, that walks in a continuous awareness of God’s presence. And the awareness is just the first step!

Now of course your fellowship with Him is going to be different as you go about your daily activities. It will differ from your “special” times alone with Him. Normally, I would say that the moment-by-moment walk will be less intense than the “set apart” times. It will be more of an awareness of Him taking place in the background, or deeper within you, as you take care of other activities in the foreground. But this may not always be the case. 

Right now as I write this chapter, there is a good example of an exception to this. In my “special” times with the Lord, I am struggling right now. I get with Him every morning and yet it is difficult to enter into the holy of holies. I sit before Him yet I don’t really ever enter into a sense of His presence. My mind is constantly wandering and I find myself only really focusing on Him a few times during our time together. However, He is meeting with me at the most unexpected times and places throughout the day! I belong to a health spa and I usually go there to work out in the morning. After my workout I usually sit in the sauna for a while to relax my muscles. There are usually other people in the sauna but lately there hasn’t been anyone but me, and the Lord. These “sauna times” have been really special! But of course, the Lord isn’t just with me in the sauna.

This spiritual awareness or God consciousness is the first step in learning to walk with Him moment-by-moment. Brother Lawrence called this “the practice of His presence.” His presence is always with us; the problem is that we usually don’t practice it. Can you imagine if your best friend came with you everywhere you went and yet you never spoke to them or even acknowledged that they were there? Of course, I realize that when we refer to the Lord, we are talking about an “invisible” friend here. But that’s just my point. We need to learn how to use our other set of eyes to be able to see the unseen. The whole point of this book is to stir your spirit so that you will be able to function, see, and walk with your spirit and not just with your soul and body. If you begin to practice what I shared in the last chapter about getting with the Lord in the mornings, then you will begin to be more sensitive to Him throughout the rest of the day. At least, it should help. However, if you only fellowship with Him in the morning, it has become just another religious activity. Our walk with Him should be one of joy and freedom, not ritualistic bondage. He is our constant companion and dearest friend. What a marvelous joy to be able to turn to Him any moment of the day!

Developing this “God consciousness” will be the threshold for developing your habitual fellowship with Him. When, at any given moment, you become aware of Him, you will then just naturally be drawn into His fellowship by your spirit. It may just be for a brief moment, but these “moments” will increase in length and intensity as you mature in this walk.

Do This in Remembrance of Me
Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would come and dwell in us. He said that the Spirit would remind us of Him. That is, the Holy Spirit would remind us of Christ who lives within us. I believe the Spirit is always attempting to bring our attention to Christ but that we usually don’t hear Him because we are so spiritually dull. Sometimes He breaks through all of our self absorption and preoccupied minds and we are reminded that there is a God inside of us who is awaiting our fellowship. So, really, the solution is that we must become more spiritually minded. Some believers say that it is not good to become so heavenly minded that one is no earthly good. Disregard that advice! God wants a nation of people who are so heavenly minded that they can actually do some earthly good! Remember, “on earth as it is in heaven”?

Paul told us to set our minds on things above, not on things on the earth (Col. 3:2). The bible calls this the renewing of the mind. As you seek to know the Lord in a deeper way, more and more of your thoughts will turn to Him. You will begin to see Him in everything and in every place and situation. This is the “beholding” that we talked about previously. You will begin to be able to hear the Holy Spirit reminding you of His presence so that you can turn to Him in your spirit. It may be just a brief turning to Him but this can take place all throughout the day.

What do you think Jesus was referring to when He said, “do this in remembrance of Me”? He had just finished eating His last meal with His disciples before His death. Now I know that we normally think that He was referring to the practice of what we call “communion” or the “Lord’s Supper” and He was saying to do that in remembrance of Him. But I believe that it was more than that.

Here was the One who called Himself the Bread of Life, the Water of Life, and the True Vine. He also told people to eat His flesh and drink His blood. Imagine yourself being there at the last supper. Sitting at the table is the Real Bread breaking a loaf of bread. Sitting at the table is the Real Wine passing around the cup. They all eat a full meal and have a great time of fellowship, just like the evening meal in every good Jewish home. Then He makes this amazing statement.
 “Do this in remembrance of Me.” Do what? It’s obvious isn’t it? Eat! Whenever you eat a meal, whenever you come together with friends and sit down to enjoy a meal, remember Me. Don’t you see it? Every meal is a picture of Christ. Every meal is another opportunity to turn to Him and fellowship with Him. I’m not just referring to saying a prayer before a meal, though that can be a beautiful part of it. I’m talking about an awareness and then a participation of us with Christ in every meal. Seeing Him as our Food and as our Drink; entering into His fellowship (spiritually) as we dine (physically). He is our nourishment! The Father is His nourishment! He takes the life of the Father, breaks it, and then gives it to us! There is so much to be seen (and experienced) of Christ in a simple meal.

In the last few chapters I have been attempting to describe to you how to fellowship with an indwelling Lord. This is not an easy task. His purpose in this is not only for fellowship. He also wants you (us) to be a visible expression of who He is. This can only happen as you learn to live by  His life instead of your own life. But how do you do that? How do you live by the life of an indwelling Lord? The first thing you must do is to receive that divine life. You must take that life within your spirit.

In the physical realm, how do you live by human life? You must first take the substance of life into your body. We call that substance, food. If you don’t eat, you don’t live. It’s that simple. It’s the same way in the spiritual realm. You must take Christ as your food in order to live by His life.

I’m not speaking of work here. Think about coming to the table to enjoy a meal. This is not work, this is enjoyment. Relax, take your time, and savor each morsel of food. Taste, really taste, all the different flavors brought on by the spices in every bite. Take your time and chew your food well. Take in each bite and receive that morsel as part of you. Feast upon the living Christ! This is not work. This is not study. This is not prayer in the conventional sense. This is dining upon and with your Lord. We are called, not only to dine with Him (fellowship); we are also called to dine upon Him (eating). He told us that He is the Bread of life. Just as He dines upon the Father and then lives by His life; so are we to dine upon Him and live by His life (John 6:57).

Developing Habitual Fellowship
Turning to Christ as you eat is only one example of remembering Him and then turning to Him throughout the day. What we are talking about here is developing a habit; the habit of turning to your Lord who lives within you throughout the day. This is not a habit that is easy to develop. As fallen people, we do not (by nature) normally gravitate toward Christ. This is where yielding to the Holy Spirit comes into play. The more that you give up of your life, the more you will gain of His life. He will increase if you will decrease.

The fact is that Christ is your only Life. The problem is that you don’t fully realize that fact yet. The more that you realize that fact, the more the reality of that fact becomes yours in a practical way. The more that you see Him as your life, touch Him as your life, and experience Him as your life, the more His life will flow out of you. Always remember that He is in you and you are in Him. Not only do you “carry” Him within you everywhere you go, but you also walk inside of Him everywhere you go. He is your everywhere! You are in Christ. This means that He is your sphere, your environment, your atmosphere, your land. Learn to develop the habitual awareness of these spiritual facts as you live moment by moment.

When you first wake up in the morning and are still lying in your bed, remember that He is your morning. He is the beginning of each new day. Turn to Him as your new day. When you wash your face and brush your teeth remember that He is the living water who cleanses you by the washing of His word. When you eat breakfast, remember that He is our food and drink. Take Him in as your true food and true drink and you will enjoy a very hearty meal! As you drive to work see Him as the road you are traveling on. He is your Journey. Fellowship with Him along the way, for He is the Way. When you go about your work, see Him working in you and through you. He only does the works that the Father gave Him to do. Labor to enter into His rest.

As you go about your daily tasks, use every opportunity to turn to Him. Do you realize how much “downtime” we all have everyday? I’m referring to times when we really aren’t doing anything at all that demands our full attention. What about when you are waiting in line at the bank? What about when you are waiting in the lobby of the doctor’s or dentist’s office? Taking a shower. Warming up the car. Working out at the gym. Driving to pickup the kids from school. These are all times when you can turn to the temple within; enter the holy of holies and fellowship with the Lord of Glory!

Oh, there’s one I forgot; turning the page to the next chapter in a book!
 “When one knows how to stay near Him and remain in His presence, the presence of God knows how to melt and dissolve the hardness of the believer’s heart. While the heart melts, it gives up a scent to God. That is why the Bridegroom, seeing that His Bride had melted in this way as soon as her Beloved had spoken, says to her: ‘Who is the one who comes up from the desert like a little puff of perfume?’

“There is only one way to conquer your five senses, and that is by inward recollection. Or, to put it another way, the only way to conquer your five senses is by turning your soul completely inward to your spirit, there to possess a present God.”
 ~ Jeanne Guyon ~ 
Transformation

Transformation is one of the most misunderstood subjects in all of scripture. In our day it is definitely misunderstood by most believers and that is the reason why there is so little spiritual maturity found among us today. Just our view of transformation alone will determine how we live our “Christian” lives. The problem is that most Christians today have a twisted view of transformation. We all agree that God wants to transform us into His image, the problem arises in the question of how. How does God change us? Or does He even change us? 

The Improvement of the Old Man
The most common view of transformation today is that God is in the home improvement business. We are the house and He is the Contractor. Our house is a real mess. It’s what you would call a “fixer upper.” Beginning the day that we are saved, God begins His remodeling project to fix us up!

We are coworkers with Him in this project. So this means that we need to help Him in order for this house to be fixed up. He points out problems, and then expects us to do something about it. For example, you’ve got a leaky pipe in that bathroom, so here’s some pipe putty and a wrench; go and fix it! God is the one who changes us; however, He needs our cooperation for things to actually improve. He is like a Master Carpenter who is walking through our house, inspecting every nook and cranny, and telling us how to fix it. We constantly tell ourselves that this is not self improvement but rather “God improvement,” but is that really what is going on here? 

Let me give you a practical example so that this will be clearer. Let’s say that I have a problem with anger. I get angry easily, lose my temper, and then say things that hurt people. So, the first thing that needs to happen is that I need to realize that I have this problem. God has to point out to me the fact that I have a leaky faucet. He will use my wife, friends, boss, or speak to me directly to show that I need help. Then, I should read the scripture verses about controlling the tongue. Then, maybe, I should even read a whole book about anger management and controlling the tongue. Then, every time I feel myself getting angry I need to count to ten in order to have a “cooling down” period. I need to humble myself, ask God to forgive me, and then obey Him. One of the problems is that every time I get angry again I feel guilty, condemned, and dejected because I have failed God again.

Every year there are conferences, conventions, workshops, and seminars to teach you how to be a better person. Christians have their own programs on how to be a better father, husband, mother, wife, business owner, intercessor, minister, pastor, etc. This list seems to go on forever. Every Sunday you hear sermons on how to be a good Christian in seven steps. The problem is that no one really tells us how to touch this Lord who lives within us. Your transformation does not depend upon you! It depends upon the life of God within you. Now, it is true that we must cooperate and yield to the dealings of the Holy Spirit upon our lives. But God is not interested in making us good people. He is not interested in a “home improvement” plan for the old man. He has crucified the old man on the cross! You have died and now your only life is hidden in Christ (see Col. 3:3; Romans 6; Gal. 2:20).

We must first ask ourselves; what is God’s goal in transforming us into His image? Why does He desire to do this? What is His purpose in all of this? Without understanding His purpose and goal, we will never truly understand the “process” of transformation. Does God really change us? If so, how does He change us? And what part do we have to play in our transformation? Our fellowship with Him within our internal temple is a very important key to this transformation process. But first we must go back to the very beginning in order to see God’s ultimate goal and purpose.

The River of His Purpose
“Now a river flowed out of Eden to water the garden; and from there it divided and became four rivers. The name of the first is Pishon; it flows around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. And the gold of the land is good; the bdellium and the onyx stone are there.” Genesis 2:10-12

One of the best ways to discover God’s eternal purpose is to go back to the beginning of creation (before the fall of man) and see what we find there. Then, we need to go to the end and see the finished “product.” By going to the end (Revelation 21, 22), we can see the fulfillment of God’s goal. This will explain to us the purpose for the elements that we see in the beginning (Genesis 1, 2). There are certain things which are common to both the beginning and the end. If you look in Genesis 1 and 2, and in Revelation 21 and 22, you will find these common items: a tree, a river, a marriage, and precious stones. The precious stones are the items that we need to focus on for our look at transformation.

Precious Stones for a Building
In Genesis, the precious stones are in “raw” form and are related to the river. In Revelation, the precious stones have matured and been formed into a city; the New Jerusalem that comes down out of heaven. All of these things are rich with spiritual meaning and were not just “thrown in” to scripture to make things colorful!

First of all, we need to see that God’s goal is the building of a city. This city is to be the dwelling place of God Himself. This city is His home. There is no temple there because God and the Lamb are the temple. There is no day there because God is the light and the Lamb is the lamp. This is the place where God and man live as one. This city is made up of three kinds of material; gold, pearl, and precious stones.
 As we take a look at these three materials we will begin to understand why and how God transforms us. 

Gold – the Divine Life
Gold always represents divinity in scripture; it represents God’ life, in other words, God Himself. The gold referred to in Genesis chapter two is not the kind that needs to be refined by fire. It is pure gold that is naturally found as nuggets. This speaks of the life of Christ that the Father deposits into the spirit of every believer. As I have said many times in this book; you have the living Christ inside of you. You have pure gold inside of your spirit. 

In the tabernacle of Moses, inside of the holy of holies, everything was covered with pure gold. All of the boards that held together that room were overlaid with gold. Gold was everywhere! This is how it is inside of your spirit. This place is filled with and covered in divine life. The ark is the place where God and man meet. The wood symbolizes humanity. The gold symbolizes divinity. They become one in the ark. They become one in Christ! We know that your spirit is the real holy of holies where you and God meet. As you fellowship with Him there, you partake more and more of His divine nature (2 Pet. 1:4). You cannot partake of His divine nature without being radically changed. The more you partake of Him, the more you are transformed into His image.

Another example of this is in the eating of bread. You know that Christ is the true Bread of life. You have Bread living inside of your spirit. But are you eating this bread? There is an old saying; “you are what you eat.” Are you eating of Christ? Do you take Him as your daily Bread? All true Spirit born believers have the Bread living inside of them. But very few actually eat that Bread! It’s only by eating that you are transformed. Now please be clear as to what I mean by “eating” this Bread. I am not speaking of outward prayer, bible study, or praise and worship. I am speaking about our central focus for this book: an inner fellowship with Christ in your spirit. This means you touching the Lord, spirit to Spirit. Gold is the material that covers the city.

Pearl and Precious Stones
In the city of New Jerusalem, the bride of the lamb, the walls and the foundation are made of precious stones, while the gates are made of pearl. This is very significant. Gold is everywhere, but set into the gold are these precious stones on the walls and foundation. Of course, we know that Peter tells us that we are all living stones being built up into a spiritual temple (I Pet. 2:5). What we see now are stones, living stones, but yet just stones. However, in the New Jerusalem, the stones are “precious” stones. Something has happened to the stones! They have been transformed from stones into precious stones. If you know anything about the way that precious stones are formed you will understand the meaning of all this. Let’s just take a diamond, for instance. A diamond is a piece of carbon that has been placed under extreme pressure under the surface of the earth. Because of this intense pressure, the carbon turns into crystal. We all know how pearls are formed. A piece of sand finds its way into an oyster and becomes a point of “irritation” for the creature. The oyster then releases a substance to surround the sand and forms a type of hard callous. This becomes a beautiful pearl. Precious stones and pearls must be transformed to become what they are destined to be. However, gold has always been gold.

God is in the Building Business
The whole of scripture is the history and record of God’s building. In the beginning we see the garden containing the raw materials needed for this building. At the end, we see the city that God has built with the gold, the precious stones, and the pearls. Of course, these things are all a picture of Christ and the church, the real building of God. You are His building! He is in the process of transforming us into precious stones and building us together.

Two Ways that God Uses to Transform Us
The first way is exactly what I am sharing in this book; our fellowship with God. We are changed from glory to glory by beholding Him, and loving Him, and sharing His life. The more that we meet with Him, spirit to Spirit, the more that we are transformed into His image. Isn’t this amazing? We are transformed from rocks into precious stones simply by being with Him!

The first step in the transformation of the diamond is that the carbon must be buried deep into the earth. You have been placed deep into Christ. But now you must abide in Him! Being in Him is your position, abiding in Him is your activity. Every time that you turn to Him and abide in Him you are being transformed. Even though you may not “feel” anything or even sense His presence, if you turn to Him in faith, He is doing His work of transformation in you by the Holy Spirit.

The second step in the transformation process is the application of pressure and suffering. This is the application of His cross. He uses relationships with other people and circumstances to bring pressure upon us so that Christ will be formed within us. Christ is the real diamond. You are but a piece of carbon. God places you deep into Christ and then puts you under pressure so that Christ will come forth in you and through you. The diamond is formed by the decrease of the carbon and the increase of the crystal “I must decrease, but He must increase . . .” There is nothing that we can do in this process except to yield to the working of the Holy Spirit. He is seeking to break the outer man (your own nature), so that the inner man (Christ) may be released. All you can do is break before Him and choose to live by His life instead of your own human life. As you and I yield to the dealings of the Holy Spirit and “break” under the pressure put upon our self-nature, the more the expression of Christ will increase within us. Then we will be transformed from clay into stones, and then from stones into precious stones and be built up into the church, the holy city of God!
 “What, then, is this spiritual house? What is this Church? Let us not have an objective mentality about this, thinking of it as something somewhere outside of and apart from ourselves. What is it? The answer is a very simple one. The spiritual house of God is Christ Himself. Yes, but not Christ personally alone, but Christ in you, in me, the hope of glory. Oh, it is just here that all the mistakes have been made about the Church, with such disastrous results. The Church, the House of God, is simply Christ Himself in undivided oneness found in all those in whom He really dwells. That is all. That is the Church. Seek to root out of your mentality any and every other idea of the Church. It is not Christ divided into a thousand or a million fragments amongst so many believers. It is still one Christ. You and I are not the Church. It is Christ in you and in me that is the Church.”
 ~ T. Austin-Sparks ~ 
The Corporate Temple

As I stated in the introduction of this book, your fellowship with God is not just an individual matter. It is extremely important that you realize that everything I have shared in this book is to be understood in the context of the corporate body of Christ. We learn to know Him together. You get to know Him individually and personally, but you also get to know Him together with the saints. Paul spoke about both of these relationships in his letters.
 “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you . . .” I Cor. 6:19 This is speaking to the individual believer. You are a temple because the living God (by His Spirit) dwells within you.

“For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, ‘I will dwell in them and walk among them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people . . .’”

II Cor. 6:16
 This is clearly speaking of the corporate temple of God; the body of Christ; the Church. God’s purpose is that Christ would be expressed in all of His fullness. This cannot happen through an individual. It takes a whole body of believers to express the fullness of Christ. Therefore, this business of knowing Him and fellowshipping with Him must be a corporate matter as well as an individual one.

The fact remains that you can only get to know the Lord so far as an individual. You need your brothers and sisters to show you the full Christ. He is way too big and too glorious to be shown by an individual alone.

As we saw in the last chapter, God is in the process of building a city. This city is made up of living, precious stones. There is no need for there to be a physical temple like that of Solomon’s in this city because God in Christ is that temple. Not only that, but the city itself is the temple. This is because God lives in us and we live in God. He is our temple and we are His temple.

Knowing Him Together
God wants to have an accurate expression of His Son on this earth. That is what the phrase the body of Christ is all about. The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you.” You need the other members of the body! This business of learning to experience the Lord is something you do with other saints. God is putting together a living building and knitting together a beautiful coat of many colors. * This is the coat that the Lord Jesus Christ will wear to display the love of the Father.
 __________________ We will not see the return of true church life to this earth again in any major way until we learn to live by the life of Christ within us together as His body. This book is not about you as an individual becoming a spiritual giant. The purpose of this book is for you to learn how to cooperate with the divine life that God has placed within you so that He will get what He wants. The goal is that God will have His holy temple, His bride, His body, His New Jerusalem that will expand the expression of His glorious Son! Yes, He wants you to grow in your individual sonship as well, but that is only part of the story. The fullness of Christ can only be expressed through the body. (Eph. 1:23)

* see the author’s book entitled “The Coat of Many Colors” 

The Expression of the Godhead
In an earlier chapter I shared about the fellowship of the Godhead. This is the relationship and activity going on between the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in the spiritual realm. What is vitally important is that you understand in your spirit that God wants to express that fellowship in a visible way in this realm. In fact, He wants to express that relationship and fellowship through the church! In fact, the fellowship of the Godhead is the basis and foundation for all church life. If you want to learn how the church lives and functions then you need to see the fellowship going on inside of God Himself. This is the model for the church. This is where church life began!

When God created man He said, “Let Us make man in Our image, in Our likeness . . .” (Gen. 1:26). He used corporate language here (Us, Our) because He was creating a corporate image. Since God is corporate (three Persons in one), it stands to reason that His image would also need to be corporate. There is one major revelation that you need to have before you will ever understand true church life; God is not an individual! He is a fellowship; a community of three Persons who are one.

You think and live as an individual. You apply the scriptures to yourself as an individual Christian. You try to live the individual Christian life. However, God does not think from the individual point of view, since He is not an individual. Rather, He thinks and speaks from the corporate perspective. He thinks and lives as a community, not as an isolated individual. When God speaks, He speaks as community. The Son is called the “Word of God” because He is the visible expression of the mind and heart of the invisible God. When the Son speaks, He speaks for the whole community (all three Persons). He is the visible representation of the community to this visible realm.

It is very difficult for you and me to think in terms of the corporate. We always think in terms of “I” and “Me” instead of “Us and “We.” This is because of the Fall. When man chose to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil he chose to have his own independent, individual knowledge apart from God, apart from community. He then became an isolated, independent self, instead of a functioning part of the community of God.

The Expansion of the Fellowship
God placed the tree of life in the garden so that man could become a participant in His community. He wanted to expand and enlarge the fellowship within the Godhead. This would not mean that man would become part of the Godhead or that he would share in God’s deity. However, this was an invitation to partake of His fellowship. God wanted to become one with man. This oneness would take place within His fellowship with man. He wanted man to be a community just as He is a community. This could only happen if man chose to receive God’s life within him. This choice was represented by the tree of life.

Of course, we know that man chose knowledge instead of life. Jesus Christ came as the true Tree of Life to fulfill God’s purpose for man. He was the Grain of Wheat that was crushed and fell into the ground so that the Seed would be multiplied. Now, through resurrection, God’s life could be placed in many individuals who would make up the one loaf. God’s plan to expand His community could now be realized.

God’s Heart for Community
True church life is the spiritual and practical expression of the fellowship of the Godhead. The fullness of the Godhead is contained within Christ and Christ lives inside of you! That wonderful flow of divine fellowship within the Godhead is happening right now inside of your spirit! The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are sharing their love, life and communication with one another inside of you right now. This fellowship is meant to flow out of you to others in the body of Christ. The life must flow out. As you share this fellowship with other believers and divine life is exchanged between the members of the body, something wonderful is born on this earth; community! This is God’s heart. This is God’s passion.

This cannot be accomplished by you as a separated, isolated individual. God’s image can only be realized by a living, breathing, close knit community of believers. Going to “church” once a week just won’t cut it. This is a common life together. Christ is our common life. Christ is our community. 

Let me ask you this; how often do the members of the Godhead get together for a meeting? Do you see my point? 

If the fellowship within the Godhead is our model for the church, if we want to know what the church should look like, then we must look to that model. This is a relationship of total giving, sharing, and loving to the point of each one laying down His life for the others. This is just how divine life behaves.

God’s goal is to have a corporate man, a corporate image, a corporate representation of Himself on this earth. Your fellowship with Him should be a corporate matter, not just an individual one. It is through our relationships with the other members of His body that we really come to know Him. You are a unique expression of the Lord. I am also a unique expression of Him. We need each other to have the complete picture. We need one another to really see the fullness of Christ. You can never know the Lord in a deep way without your brothers and sisters in Christ. The life of Christ flows through His body, not through isolated individuals. When you isolate yourself, you cut off the flow of life from the body.

The Temple Corporate
So you see, the temple of God is both individual and corporate. For one thing, He is our Father. And in our Father’s house (temple) are many dwelling places or abodes. You are an abode and I am an abode. Every Spiritborn believer is an abode of the Holy Spirit, but yet, in our Father’s house there are many abodes! We are an abode for God and He is an abode for us. You are a temple and we are a temple. This is not just a spiritual reality, but a practical one.

Your fellowship with God should not only be an individual experience, it should be corporate. You should be learning to know Him and experience Him together with other believers in your local area. You should definitely be sharing the Lord together with others on a regular, if not daily, basis. Your spiritual nourishment will not only come from Christ directly through the Spirit, but also through His body. You need others to help you see the full and well rounded Christ. By yourself, you will come to have a “lopsided” view of Him. You need your brothers and sisters to give you the complete picture.

Many believers contact me either through email or the phone wanting to know what they should do about meeting together with other believers. They have left the organized “church” system and don’t know what to do. They want to know Christ in a deeper way and to experience true first century style church life but they have no such body of believers near them. Perhaps, you dear reader, are in that same situation. I will tell you what I have told all the others.

You really only have two choices. One choice is to really get serious in prayer and ask God to bring other likeminded believers together in your area. The other choice is to move to an area where there is already an established fellowship of believers. 

In either case we may be able to help you. We work with groups of believers in different areas to form first century style house churches. The back of this book contains information on how to contact us if you need help in this area.
 “Begin seeing Christ behind everything. When you finally understand that Christ is everything you need, then you will have become truly Christocentric. Then will you share with the Father the most precious thing He has – His Son. Christ will become your only perspective, your only hope, your only possession and your only interest. Everything else will fade into insignificance.”
 ~ Manfred R. Haller ~ 
The Centrality of Christ
 Who is the Center of the Universe?
We, by and large, are not a Christ centered people. Christ is not our only focus, prospective, and goal. He is not our everything, our life, our all. Everything in our lives does not revolve around Him and His purpose. You can say that He is in your life, but can you honestly say that He is your life? Can you honestly say that He is the sum total of all your hopes, dreams, wishes, and goals? Can you honestly say that He is at the very heart of all your thoughts, actions, and plans? Is He the very breath you take, and the reason you get up out of bed every morning? Are you passionately obsessed with this One whom you call Lord?

We have a Christianity today that is dangerously close to becoming Christ-less! We say that He is the Center and Life, but in reality, we are the center of the universe we live in. Beginning with our “gospel” and all the way up to our “ministry,” it is all geared up to serve man and the needs of man. Christ is not the focal point. Man is the focal point.

Our Man Centered Gospel
It begins with the proclamation of our gospel. Jesus Christ came to save us from our sins. He is our Savior, Healer, Baptizer, Deliverer, and He is coming back some day to wisk us up and away out of this mess! Basically, He is our Santa Claus. He exists for the purpose of giving us what we need and want. The first step is to receive Him as your personal Savior so that your sins will be forgiven and you will get into heaven. Then you need Him to heal you, deliver you, baptize you, strengthen you, and take care of all your needs. It’s really all about you. But what about Him? What does He want? 

Jesus Christ did not come here primarily to save you from your sins so that you could get into heaven! His primary motivation for coming was to do the will of the Father. The Father had a purpose; He wanted to build a house. Christ came into this world to fulfill the Father’s purpose. In order to fulfill that purpose He had to go to the cross so that God’s house could be built. But His motivation for coming here was the Father, not you. That kind of puts things into perspective doesn’t it? That tends to give one a completely different point of view.

A Christ Centered Life
The purpose of this book is to bring you into a deeper relationship with your Lord to the point where you become a Christ centered person. In this way, God’s eternal purpose will be fulfilled. 

Now the problem is that we think God’s purpose revolves around us. We are only concerned with God’s will for  our lives. Christians are always asking, “What is the will of God for my life?” Here again, we are at the center. Now what you need to understand is that the will of God for your life should be an outgrowth of the eternal purpose of God. In other words, God’s eternal purpose should be the determining factor in discovering His will for your personal life. All of His desires for your life will be in direct relationship to His eternal purpose. If you come in line with His purpose, then all of the details in your own life will just naturally fall in place.

God has a purpose. God has had something in His mind and in His heart from before the foundation of the world. In fact, this purpose was the motivating factor in Him creating the visible and invisible realms. The purpose is His sole obsession, His only passion, His reason for doing everything that He does. All of His words and all of His actions tie together to flow into this one great river of His purpose. Nothing is more important to Him than this and He is really blind to all else. All lesser things fall by the wayside in His thoughts and in His works. His eye and His mind are singular in their focus upon this one purpose. He never deviates even one inch to the left or to the right of this one singular purpose. His eye is fixed and His thought is focused and they are never removed from His one goal for even one instant. Nothing else ever crosses His mind and nothing else ever distracts His attention. In fact, if it be known, He even eats, drinks, and breathes this one great purpose. This purpose is a great mystery and secret to most of the sons and daughters of men. But to those who draw close to Him; to those who really want to know Him and love Him; and give up their lives for Him; to those He will reveal His heart.

His purpose is that all things may be summed up in His Son. That His Christ may have the preeminence in all things. That He may fill all things with Christ. That Christ may reign supreme and be the Head of all things. That Christ may be the Center, the Circumference, and the Radius of all things. That all things may orbit and revolve around Him. That all things may hold together and be maintained in Him. That the fiber and fabric of every molecule in this universe be saturated with Christ. That all things return to their true Center of gravity and be pulled back to their Source in Christ. That all things that exist in the visible and invisible realms once again be restored to their origins of identity and purpose in Christ. That Christ fill every micro inch of space and every millisecond of time with His glorious presence. That His grace and His glory have a vehicle of expression to all realms. So that all that He is may be made manifest to all of creation. So that He may “colonize” the earth with outposts of His kingdom. So that His true divine life may be expressed and shown through these little colonies where His will is done just like it is in heaven. That He have a bride who can truly and accurately express who He is.

Dear reader, this is the reason you and I were born into this world. This is the reason why we get out of bed every morning. This is the reason why you and I are breathing right now! Don’t you see? Nothing else really matters. Everything else dims by comparison in the light of this great purpose to which you and I have been called. No person, no place, and no thing should ever stand in the way of the fulfillment of this purpose in our lives. This is the heart passion of Our Father who is in heaven! This is why He created us and keeps our hearts beating even this very moment! How could we ever allow ourselves to be pulled away by lesser things? Dear reader, you and I have been called according to this wonderful purpose. In light of this knowledge, let us so order everything in our lives to line up with this one great purpose. Let this be the reason why we do everything that we do. Let this be the reason why we get out of bed every morning. Let this be the reason we take every breath. Let this be our sole passion, and sole obsession. For we have died, and our lives are hidden with Christ in God. And Christ is now our only life.

The Father wants to express and increase His Son in all His glorious fullness. He is doing this through the church, one member at a time. As you learn to see with His perspective and think with His thoughts, the more you will become a Christ “obsessed” person. The more that you eat and drink of Him, the more that you will be able to express Him. The more that you eat of the Tree of Life, the more that you become a part of that tree by becoming a branch. This happens by abiding in Him. This is what I have been sharing with you in this book.

To You or For You?
“And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.” Eph. 1:22-23

Paul tells us in this passage that the Father gave Christ as head over all things to the church. My question to you is this; is He all things to you or is He all things for you? The difference is monumental. In these two little words,  to and  for, stand the difference between you fulfilling God’s purpose or you fulfilling your own purposes. I propose to you that most of us view Christ as everything for us instead of everything to us. Let me now explain the difference.

You can usually find out where a person stands just by listening to them talk for a few minutes. What do they talk about? Who do they talk about? When listening to most Christians talk, these are the things that I usually hear; everything they say about the Lord relates to them, in other words, what He has done for them. And these are always things about what the Lord does, not about the Lord Himself. For example, they will talk about the second coming of Christ. This usually involves the mark of the beast, tribulation, the rapture, etc. This is all about an event, not about Christ Himself. This is all about an event that relates to them and is for them. Jesus is coming to take me away. Another favorite subject is healing and miracles. Obviously, these are subjects that once again have to do with Christ doing something for us. We love to talk about all that God has done or is now doing for us. Another thing Christians love to talk about is what they have done for the Lord. This revolves around the subject of “ministry” or Christian service. Many believers will drone on for hours about their wonderful ministry and service for God. They will tell stories about how God used them here and God used them there. Here again self is at the center. They are just using God as an excuse to talk about themselves! But Paul said that God has given us Christ as head over all things to the church!

I’m not saying that it’s wrong for us to ever share what God has done for us. However, we must ask ourselves; is that all there is? Is that where we live? Is that our center? Christ is many things for you, but what is He to you? Contrary to popular belief, Jesus Christ does not exist for us! He lives and breathes to please and glorify the Father. He lives to fulfill God’s purpose. When you become a truly Christ centered person, He will occupy all your thoughts and your conversations. You won’t want to talk about yourself, or the weather, or politics. You will want to share the sightings you have had of your glorious Lord!

How Big is Your Christ?
When you first turned to Christ you took Him as your Savior. Isn’t it odd how we take Him as our Savior but we do not take Him as our Salvation? Rather, the way that it is presented to us (by preachers) is that He is the Savior, but He gives us this “thing” called salvation. So we receive Him as the Giver, but not as the gift. Salvation is something that is separate from the Savior. Now, since He has given us this thing called salvation, we own it. It is now something which we possess just as if I gave you a present for your birthday. Do you see how everything becomes twisted to be about us? 
 Christ doesn’t give you salvation. He is Salvation! You must receive Him as your Salvation. “But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption . . .” I Cor. 1:30

This is just one example of how we make it all about us. Of course, there is nothing new about this. When the Lord walked this earth as a man, we can clearly see this same tendency in those who were around Him. They wanted Him to give them bread instead of taking Him as their Bread. They wanted Him to raise Lazarus from the dead instead of taking Him as their Resurrection. They loved it when He turned water into wine but really weren’t that interested when He presented Himself as the true Vine. The whole time that He was here on the earth He was trying to tell us that He was everything, that He was the All. But the people were only interested in receiving things from Him.

To fulfill His purpose you must learn to take Him as your All. This begins by you learning to “see” Him in all things.

Caught Between a Rock and a Hard Place
“. . . and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and all ate the same spiritual food; and all drank the same spiritual drink; for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ.” I Cor. 10: 2-4

The children of Israel were in the desert and they were extremely thirsty. There was no river, stream, or lake; just sand and rocks. God told Moses to strike a rock with his staff and then water flowed out of the rock. This story has always fascinated me. First of all, why did God choose a rock from which to flow the water? Why not a tree, shrub, or out of the ground itself? Here they are in a desert, the hottest and driest of all places, and He causes the water to come out of a rock, the hardest, driest, most lifeless place in the desert. The water flowed out of a rock! We know that the water represents His life and that nothing can stop that life from flowing. His life is not dependant upon outward circumstances or the surrounding environment. Hardness and dryness could not stop the flow of His life. 

But then Paul says something which is absolutely outrageous. That rock was also Christ! Notice with me that he does not only tell us that the water was Christ (spiritual drink), but that the rock itself was also Christ! 

My dear reader, do you sometimes find yourself in a desert with nothing to drink? When you look around, what do you see? Do you see sand, and dry brush and rocks? Or do you see Christ? To find Him, look for the driest and hardest place. Instead of looking for a way out of the desert, look for a rock! He is already there, where you are, but He is in the most unlikely place. He is in the driest and hardest place. In fact, He is the driest and hardest place! He is the rock.

Of course, we always look for the water first. By nature, we are people looking for a “quick fix.” We are looking for an oasis with water just bubbling out of the ground. But the water is found inside of a rock. The water is found inside of the driest and hardest of all places – inside of solid rock. Take Him as your Rock. Take Him as your hard place. Don’t try to just receive what the rock gives (water), but receive the Rock Himself. See that hard (difficult) place that you are in for what it is – Christ! Is it possible to turn rocks into diamonds? Yes, if you will take Christ as your Rock and drink the water of life from Him.

Take Him as Your All
The rock is just one example of how we receive Christ as our All. If you look at the gospel of John you will see many ways in which we are to receive Christ as our All. John tells us that He is the life (14:6), the light (8:12), the food (6:35) the drink (7:37-38), the air (20:22), the shepherd (10:11), the door (10:1), the vine (15:1), and so many other things to us.

My friend, receive Him right now as your All. Sit back, sink deep into your spirit and behold Him there in the holy of holies. Behold Him in all His glory. Now receive Him, take Him in, as your life, your light, your food, your drink, your air, your everything, your All!
 “. . . that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man; so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.”
 ~ Paul of Tarsus ~ 
The Exploration of Christ

My wife and I live in the beautiful state of Colorado, U.S.A. There is a place which is about two hours away from us called Glenwood Springs that is a well known resort area because of the natural hot springs and vapor caves that people come to enjoy. The town is in a canyon located right by the Colorado River with mountains all around. One of those mountains contains natural caverns or caves that have been made into a tour for people to explore. One day, we went on this cavern tour.

We rode up to the top of the mountain on one of those aerial tram rides. When we arrived at the top, we bought our tour ticket and then waited for the next tour. After our group had assembled, our tour guide took us deep into the mountain to explore the caves. The air was so cool and still down there and we saw many things that we had never seen before. We marveled at the stalactites and stalagmites, the large pinnacle shaped rock formations that shot down from the ceiling and up from the floor. Many of these spots on the ceiling were dripping wet releasing water from underground springs.

Everywhere we looked; there was some place to explore. Many “corridors” could be walked through, many could not. There were many crevices that a person could crawl through to enter into new passage ways that would lead into new caverns altogether. The cave system was seemingly endless. 

Just as we thought we were coming to the end, there would be another passage way to enter into that would take us into a whole new system of crevices and corridors. We came into a “room” called the barn because it was an open area of the cave that was about the size of a barn. I just stood there and looked all around me. It didn’t matter if I looked up, down, left, right, or 360 degrees around me, everywhere I looked there were new passage ways that could be explored. It was truly remarkable. I just stood there in awe as I began to turn my spirit to the Lord within me. As I began to touch His life, His light began to break upon me. I began to see that He is the cavern, that is, the real cavern.

By God’s wondrous grace, you and I have been placed inside of this beautiful cavern. Everywhere you look there are new places to explore, new territory to discover. Dear reader, you and I have a Lord who is without end and without measure. We can never come to the end of discovering and experiencing His depths. In fact, if you so choose, you can spend the rest of eternity exploring His depths and climbing His heights. You choose how deep you want to go.

There is no end to the wonderful attributes of this glorious Lord. You and I have the magnificent opportunity of exploring and discovering every inch of this cavern. At every turn there are new passage ways to be uncovered. Around every corner there are whole new worlds to be pursued. This territory has been uncharted and you and I have been called to the frontier of this never ending country.

Cave Expressions
As we walked along through the caverns our tour guide would point out certain interesting items. There were many rock formations, stalactites, and stalagmites that the “cavers” had named because they looked like other things that they could relate to. For example, there was one stalactite that had the shape of an Oscar, the award that is given to people in the movie industry at the academy of awards presentation. It was dubbed “Oscar”, of course. There was another one that looked like the Grinch in the Dr. Seuss story of “How the Grinch Stole Christmas.” Of course, it was named, the “Grinch.” And there were many other such items. It was as if the cave was making shapes that we could relate to -- almost as if the cave was trying to express itself to us in a way that we could understand.

Paul told us that Christ is the image of the invisible God. The God of the universe wanted to express Himself; He wanted to be made visible. Christ is the visible expression of an invisible God. How can this be? This is made possible because Christ is both God and Man. He is both humanity and divinity in the same body. But please understand something here. When Paul speaks of Christ being the image of God, he is not only referring to a man (the person), Jesus Christ. He is speaking of the corporate Christ. He is speaking of the Head and the Body, the one new Man! Please realize with me that the Head and the Body are not two separate entities. Paul is not speaking of a headless body or of a bodiless head. Christ is one whole complete Person; body and Head as one.

Actually, whenever Paul speaks of Christ, he is referring to this corporate Person. We always think of Him in individualistic terms. But in reality, He is not a man in the way in which our fallen minds conceive. He is the one new Man. The single (individual) grain of wheat fell into the ground and then sprouted forth as a complete stalk of wheat. In resurrection, He became a whole new race. He became a whole new creation. This new Man is now corporate. He is a Person who is made up of many persons. He is a Man who is made up of many members of which you and I are a part.

God is Spirit. He is invisible yet He wants to make Himself visible into this realm. He wants to take shape and form in a way that all of us can understand. He wants the world to “see” Him, hear Him, and touch Him. He wants to take a visible form so that we all can relate to Him. He does this through Christ. He does this through the corporate Man. He does this through us! Didn’t you know? That’s what the term “the body of Christ” is all about!

Colonies of the Cave
As we continued to walk through our tour, the guide pointed out another fascinating item. Clinging to the cave ceiling was what looked like a human brain in shape and was about three feet by five feet. It was multicolored and almost looked like sea coral. The tour guide explained to us that it was a colony of bacteria. The thing was actually alive! It was like a little city that was teaming with life and inside of it was a miniature replica of the cave itself. If you could shrink yourself down small enough, you could enter this “colony” and it would look a lot like the large cave you had just left! Can you image it? A cave within a cave, but this cave is alive! And these “colonies” were located all throughout the cave. Caves within caves. Colonies within caves. Oh, the wonder of it all! This just boggled my mind; however, it did not surprise me. The scriptures tell us that all of creation speaks of Him.

The Colonies of Heaven
There are many such colonies within Christ. There are colonies or “outposts” of His kingdom. These “clusters” of saints are the local, geographical expression of Christ Himself. They are miniature cities that are made up of living stones. They stand on the ground of the one large city of God; the New Jerusalem. They are all part of the one large city, and yet each one is a mini replica of that same city. When you enter into one of these “colonies,” you sense that you have just entered into the New Jerusalem. God and man have become one. The life of God is the food and the Spirit of God is the drink in that city. God Himself is the light and the Lamb is the lamp that contains the light of that great city.

These colonies are separate expressions yet they are all one with the cave and one with each other. They are all made of the same material and live by the same life. The cave itself is what sustains them and their lifeblood is drawn from its walls. Since the cave and the colonies are one, there is no end to the depths of the riches found within them. There is no end to the variety and diversity that is hidden within their colonies. In fact, all of the limitless beauty found within the cave itself, is also found within these tiny colonies. They are here to show us, in a tangible visible way, what life is like in the cave. I could see that the exploration of this cavern would be a never ending adventure.

Getting the Bigger Picture
When the cavern tour was completed we walked outside and could see the whole canyon because we were almost to the top of the mountain. The “outside” of the mountain was even more glorious and full of adventure. As I looked around I could see the canyon below us with the river flowing through it. I could also see the mountains all around us, mountains in the distance, and of course, the sky all around with some powder puff type clouds scattered around.

I realized that even though we had come out of the caverns, we were still “inside.” We had left one world and now had entered into another one. Worlds within worlds. Universes within universes. The “outside” that we had just entered was but the “inside” of a whole new universe. This revelation startled me as I realized that it is so important for us to see beyond ourselves. It is so important for us to be a people of vision, and to have the vision to be able to see beyond the place where we currently stand.

Your Lord is much more than this picture of the caverns could ever display. He is so much more than “worlds within worlds.” Paul tells us that all of the heavenly places are in Christ. (Eph. 1:3) These eternal places, places that are without end and have no measure, eternal worlds within eternal worlds, heavens within heavens; all of this (and more) is inside of your Lord! These heavenly places are in Christ. There are unsearchable riches and unfathomable depths within Him. All of the fullness of deity dwells within Him. All of the fullness of the Godhead dwells within Him. All of the power, authority, and character of God dwells within Him. The river of life, the tree of life, and the throne of God all dwell within Him. All of the precious stones, the gold, and the pearls that have been transformed out of clay dwell within Him. The tabernacle and temple of God dwell within Him. The holy of holies which contains the manna, the rod that budded, and the tablets of the law dwell within Him. And don’t forget one other thing . . . YOU also dwell inside of Him!

And this glorious Lord, this One who is the sum of all spiritual things and all spiritual blessings, this same Lord dwells within YOU!
 So what are you waiting for? Let the expedition begin! Recommended Reading
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