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The marvel of the
Holy Bible
1. The theme and inspired thought of Scripture continues uninterrupted.
It took 1,500 years to compile the Holy Bible, involving more than 40 different authors, yet the theme and inspired thought of Scripture continues uninterrupted, from author to author, from beginning till end.
2. Absence of mythical stories:
Compare philosophies and theories about creation in the Middle East, Europe, Asia, Africa and Latin America, and you’ll find mythical scenarios, gods feuding and cutting up other gods to form the heavens and the earth. In ancient Greek mythology, the Greeks see Atlas carrying the earth on his shoulders. In India, Hindus believe 8 elephants carry the earth on their backs.
But in contrast, Job, the oldest book in the Holy Bible, declares that God suspends the earth 'on nothing.’ (Job 26:7)
This was said millennia before Isaac Newton discovered the invisible laws of gravity that delicately balance every planet and sun in its individual circuit.
In contrast to every other ancient attempt to give a creation account, the Holy Bible pictures the creation of the earth in a real scientific manner.
In Gen 1 for instance, the continents are lifted from the seas, then vegetation is created and later, animal life, all reproducing 'according to its own kind,’ thus recognising the fixed genetic laws.
Finally, we have the creation of man and woman, all done by God in a dignified and proper manner, without mythological adornments.
The rest of the Holy Bible follows suite.
The narratives are true historical documents, faithfully reflecting society and culture as history and archaeology would discover them thousands of years later. Not only is the Holy Bible historically accurate, it is also reliable when it deals with scientific subjects.
It was not written as a textbook on history, science, mathematics or medicine, yet, when its writers touch on these subjects, they often state facts that scientific advancement would not reveal or even consider until thousands of years later.
While many have doubted the accuracy of the Holy Bible, time and continued research have consistently demonstrated that the Word of God is better informed than its critics.
3. The Holy Bible is intact.
Of all the ancient works of substantial size, the Holy Bible against all odds and expectations survives intact.
Compared with other ancient writings, the Holy Bible has more manuscripts as evidence to support it than any ten pieces of classical literature combined!
The plays of William Shakespeare, for instance, were written about four hundred years ago, and written after the invention of the printing press.
Many of his original words have been lost in numerous sections, yet the Holy Bible’s uncanny preservation has weathered thousands of years of wars, contradictions, persecutions, fires and invasions.
Jewish scribes, like no other manuscript has ever been preserved, preserved the Holy Bible’s Old Covenant text through centuries. They kept tabs on every letter, syllable, word and paragraph.
They continued from generation to generation to appoint and train distinct classes of men within their culture whose sole duty it was to preserve and transmit these documents with perfect accuracy and fidelity.
Who ever bothered to count the letters, syllables, or words of Plato, Aristotle or Seneca for that matter?
When it comes to the New Testament, the actual number of preserved manuscripts is so numerous that it becomes overwhelming.
There are more than 5,680 Greek manuscripts, more than 10,000 Latin Vulgate and at least 9,300 other versions; there exist a further 25,000 manuscript copies of portions of the New Testament.
No other document of antiquity even begins to approach such numbers.
The closest in comparison is Homer’s Iliad with only 643 manuscripts. The first complete work of Homer only dates back to the 13th century.
4. In dealing with time, the Holy Bible accurately foretells what will happen ahead of time, with unmatched results.
No other ancient work even begins to attempt this.
Other books claim divine inspiration, such as the Koran, the Book of Mormon, and parts of the Veda. But none of these books contains predictive foretelling.
This one fact we know for certain, and it is undeniable: While microscopic scrutiny would show up the imperfections, blemishes and defects of any work of man, it magnifies the beauties and perfection of God, just as every flower displays in accurate detail, the reflection and perfection of beauty, so does the Word of Truth when it is scrutinized.
Historian, Philip Schaff wrote:
‘…Without money and weapons, Jesus the Christ conquered more millions than Alexander, Caesar, Mohammed and Napoleon. Without science and learning, He (Jesus the Christ) shed more light on things human and divine than all philosophers and scholars combined. Without the eloquence of schools, He (Jesus the Christ) spoke such words of life as was never spoken before or since and produced effects, which lie beyond the reach of orator or poet. Without writing a single line, He (Jesus the Christ) set more pens in motion, and furnished themes for more sermons, orations, discussions, learned volumes, works of art, and songs of praise, than the whole army of great men of ancient and modern times combined.’ (The person of Christ p33. 1913)
Today, there are literally billions of Bibles in more than 2,000 languages, isn’t it about time you find out what it truly has to say?
Hey listen, the Holy Bible is all about Jesus, the Messiah, the Christ …and everything about Jesus Christ is really about YOU!!
Study Tips:
Read 2 Corinthians 5:14, 16, 18, 19, and 21. In the light of these Scriptures, it should be obvious that if you want to study the Holy Bible you should study it in the light of mankind’s Redemption!
Daily feed on the Redemption Realities found in Acts, Romans 1 through 8, Ephesians, Colossians, Galatians, 1Peter 1, 2Peter 1, James 1, 1 and 2Corinthians.
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Foreword
Thank you for taking the time to read this book.
Let me start off by saying again that I am totally addicted to my Daddy’s love for me; I am in love with Jesus Christ, and that is enough for me!
The love of God is so much more than a doctrine, a philosophy, or a theory; it is so much more and goes so much deeper than knowledge; it way surpasses knowledge,
…we are talking heart language here,
…therefore this book was not written to impress intellectuals with knowledge and philosophy, theologians with theories and doctrine, nor English majors with grammar and spelling for that matter, so if you come up with any other definitions or find any language inaccuracies, please don’t use it to disqualify Love’s own message I bring to you in this book.
I write to impact people’s hearts;
…to make them see the mysteries that have been hidden in Father God’s heart from eternity past, concerning Christ Jesus, and really concerning THEM, so as to arrest their conscience with it, that I may introduce them to their original design, and to their true selves; and present them to themselves perfect in Christ Jesus and set them apart unto Him in love, as a chaste virgin,
“…for by Him all things were created… All things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things (He has been in existence from the beginning. He has always been in existence and holds the place of pre-eminence over everything; He is the Prince of LIFE Himself), and in Him all things consist
(…everything in creation is still working according to its design and is held together in Him; in His power proceeding from His heart of love. Everything and everyone find their place of existence; their function and purpose; their place of significance; their exact reason for being; their precise home and belonging, in Him who loves them and gave Himself to them)” Colossians 1:16 & 17
We are involved with the biggest romance of the ages;
…therefore this book cannot be read as you would a novel; casually. It is not a cleverly devised myth or fable.
…It contains revelation and truth into eternal things, which you may or may not have considered before.
…It is the TRUTH of God, ultimate eternal TRUTH and, therefore, has direct bearing upon YOUR life
It is not blasphemy or error, the Word and the Spirit is my witness to the reality of these things!
Be like the people of Berea the apostle Paul ministered to in Acts 17:11. Open yourself up to study the revelation contained in this book, but be forewarned…
Do not become guilty of the sins of the Pharisees, or you to will miss out on the depth of fulfillment God Himself, who is LOVE, wants to give you.
(Jesus said of the Pharisees and Sadducees that they strain out every little gnat BUT swallow whole camels. What He meant by that is that, some people seem to have it all together when it comes to doctrine, and they love to argue over it. It makes them feel important, but it is nothing other than EMPTY religious and intellectual pride.
They know the Scriptures in and out, and YET they are still so IGNORANT about REAL TRUTH that is only found in LOVE.
Their knowledge puffs them up with pride and they become indifferent towards the things that REALLY MATTERS.
They are always arguing over the use of every little jot and tittle and over the meaning and interpretation of every word of Scripture, but the exact thing they judge everyone else for and accuse them of doing, they are actually doing themselves: they often downright misinterpret and twist what is being said,
…making a big deal of insignificant things, while obscuring or weakening God’s real truth; the truth of His LOVE
They major on minors because they do not understand the heart of God
…and, therefore, they constantly miss the whole point of the message.)
Paul himself said it so beautifully:
“…the letter kills but the Spirit BRINGS LIFE;”
“…knowledge puffs up, but LOVE EDIFIES.”
So, allow yourself to get caught up in the revelation I am about to share, and genuinely open yourself up to study the insight into eternity contained in this book, not only with a desire to gain knowledge, but also with anticipation to hear from Father God yourself; to encounter Him through His Word, and to embrace HIS TRUTH,
…in order to know and believe the LOVE God has for you, and to get so caught up in it, that you too may receive from Him; LOVES’ impartation of LIFE.
I say again: This revelation into the eternal heart of God contains within it the voice and call of LOVE Himself to every human being on the face of this earth.
If you take heed to it, it is custom designed and guaranteed to forever alter and enrich your life!
As an introduction to our subject in this book, the following thoughts were mostly taken from my friend Andre Rabe’s book: Imagine, then modified and rearranged before being added to my thoughts.
In speaking about the eternal timeless realm in which God dwells, we should not really use our time related terms and tenses.
Eternity has its own language, and it is different from the language of time!
When we speak of the eternal timeless realm, we speak about a realm decidedly different from what we normally experience in this physical world.
In time things decay. In eternity, there is no decay.
In time, there is past, present, and future. In timeless eternity, there is no past or future as we observe it in our world, only something similar to what we call the present.
Time began. Eternity is.
Time is often defined as a sequence of events.
There certainly are also events in eternity, as seen from 2Timothy 1:9, but these events are not bound to the past or the future. If there is a sequence, it is based on the significance of the event rather than ‘time.’
While thinking with a mind bound to time it is difficult to grasp eternal truth, or eternal reality.
It is a different language!
It takes revelation to see things from God’s eternal perspective instead of seeing from a time-bondage perspective.
Only the Holy Spirit can open our eyes to the Father’s eternal perspective.
In short, in order for us to comprehend timeless eternity and to understand its language, it will take an impartation of insight and revelation, into the knowledge of God, by the Holy Spirit Himself.
It is the revelation which comes from Him alone that saves us and lifts us out of our time-bound thinking and a time-bound mentality.
We exist within the context of time.
Even our language is mostly bound to time, but God wants us to understand and communicate freely in His language;
…in the language of that eternal spirit realm;
…of that eternal spirit truth;
…that eternal spirit reality.
Life is like a massive movie that we joined halfway through the screening. Just imagine walking into a cinema, half-way through the film. It will probably take you a while to figure out the plot and to understand the characters, having missed the beginning.
You see, we have all entered a story that began long before we were born. We are part of a very-very big story, written by God Himself. This story began before creation. Although we, you and I entered this story rather late, the Director wants to let us in on the whole story so we can understand our importance and become a significant part of the story.
The secret of understanding this story and being able to speak its language and communicate its plot from beginning to end is not out of reach to any one of us. God has placed that language; He has placed eternity into our hearts so that we too can have access into those realms of timeless eternity, beyond the here and now of our existence. (Read Ecclesiastes 3:11, 2Timothy 1:9, and Ephesians 1:4 & 5)
So, in God, there exists a timeless realm not subject to decay, a spirit realm of spiritual reality; a realm of Spirit Truth.
What happens in that timeless realm is immutable. What is declared in that realm is unchangeable, and what is given to us in that realm is irreversible, “for God’s gifts and His call are irrevocable.” (Romans 11:29. Read also Isaiah 46:10)
When John writes about the Word that was in the beginning (John 1:1), he refers to this eternal timeless realm of God; to an eternal event, to a decision and a forever unchangeable decree that was made in God, concerning us, in that eternal timeless realm,
…he refers to an eternal reality; to something much greater than a time-related event.
The word he uses is ‘ar-khay’ which means chief (in various applications of order, time, place or rank), beginning, first (estate), magistrate, power, principality, principle, and rule. So, he speaks of that which is most important, most significant and most central.
John is referring to the beginning of all beginnings, the origin of all origins, the first cause, and the very essence of God’s motivation.
We are talking about an eternal timeless event; an event that is forever valid; an event that is forever present!
God’s eternal motivation, His choice and decree, is new every morning, it is as vibrant and real and urgent, and every bit as true and inspiring, and truth, right now as it has always been.
The incarnation, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ happened within our time, but it was and is a manifestation of an eternal event, an eternal reality and truth within God.
His appearance revealed what has always been true – the exact mystery hidden in the heart of God for ages and generations was and is finally made known in our dimension of time and space.
The message of Christ is nothing less than the unveiling of God’s reality – the truth as He sees it.
We can no longer think of God apart from His revelation of Himself in this event.
Neither can we think of ourselves apart from God’s revelation of us in this event.
God bound Himself inseparably to us.
When the Creator became part of creation, He confirmed it.
Our very existence in this time-bound dimension was forever challenged and altered by this act; by this event that took place in the fullness of time, or, the end of time.
You see, time itself as a whole has been redeemed, as God and man is revealed face to face, in the man Jesus Christ, who is then also resurrected from the dead and eternally raised up, seated as the right hand of God, seated in the eternal spirit realm of spiritual reality and eternal truth.
He is eternally present – the new and yet old, but newly revealed, reality of our existence!
He is the ultimate representation of the reality of God and the ultimate representation of the reality of man.
What He accomplished; what He revealed and then reaffirmed in the work of redemption can mean nothing less than the total reconciliation of God and man.
You were in Christ, you were therefore also in His death, in His resurrection, and in His ascension, because of that timeless eternal association and connection from before time began.
In Christ you are confronted with the reality of your eternal identity in God, and with the reality of your salvation in every way from a time-bound mentality and existence.
We can do nothing against this truth, only for this truth!
To have faith is to consistently live in the awareness of what God is aware of.
Faith is not something we generate ourselves.
The truth and faith of God is contained within the declaration of this eternal gospel – we can receive it or reject it, but we can never invalidate it or replace it with our own persuasions and perspective.
It is a timeless and eternal language with an eternal perspective.
If it seems that some Scriptures contradict this eternal perspective from which I often write, and from which I wrote this book, it is only because, quite often, the only way God can communicate with natural-minded, and fall-minded, and law-minded people, is through that language which they understand, a time-bound, law-bound, fall-of-Adam-bound language.
For instance, when God addresses the Hebrew mind, He uses the sacrificial system and law-bound language, just in order to communicate and relate to the Jews.
Even in the New Testament; even in the book of Hebrews, He explains Christ to them from that time and law-bound perspective, in law-bound, time-bound language they can relate to, just in order to get them to understand eternal realities.
In many places in Scripture, He talks about cleansing His own mind by blotting out sin and remembering it no more,
…yet in the eternal realm Gods’ mind remained cleansed in spite of the fall, because as far as that timeless eternal realm is concerned, the Lamb (Christ) was slain from before time began, and God who sees the end from the beginning and lives outside of time, had already made His mind up about man and had chosen to love man.
God’s truth is eternal, and thus He has never been confused or needs to repent and change His mind or cleanse His mind from anything.
God is not a man that He should be taken off guard and have to adjust His perspective just a little bit.
He is not time-bound like us, whom often unexpectedly find out that we have believed a lie, or a half-truth, and that we have been deceived.
“God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.”
“He is not a man that He should lie; nor is He a son of man that He should repent”
Our whole identity and our whole existence; our eternal identity and existence are defined in Christ and by Christ, before and after the work of redemption.
In Him all things find their meaning.
The total summary and conclusion of man’s identity and worth is found in Him.
He was and is now again after His ascension, forever seated, and at rest, in this reality!
We are included in Him and seated with Him – we no longer have to live, within the contradiction to eternal reality, which entered the world through Adam, for we have an origin that began before Adam and was revealed and totally restored in Christ to the fullness of its glory.
Let me just add this one more thing before I get condemned and stoned, just as Stephen was, by law-minded people trapped in a time-bound existence and definition of life:
We are often asked two hugely pertinent questions:
What does it mean to be “in” Christ?
And does it even matter what we believe?
It is obvious they misunderstand what we teach, because of their traditional religious teachings and understanding.
Here is our answer:
If by “in” Christ we mean that Christ is the One who gives life and breath to everyone (“He Himself gives to all men, life, breath, and all other things” Acts 17:25)
…then YES, in that context, we believe He is present everywhere.
If by “in” Christ we mean that nothing can exist without Him,
…then YES, we believe He sustains everything, the whole universe!
However, and listen acutely carefully now…
If by “in” Christ we mean a living relationship, a living union between Christ and a person whereby Christ can express Himself through that person,
…then NO, we don’t believe Christ is in everyone, in this context.
Darkness cannot fellowship with light!
What a person believes absolutely matters!
Faith releases the benefit of the truth (Hebrews 4:2).
This “Word of Truth;” this “Gospel of Your Salvation” is first and foremost a declaration of the truth as God knows it.
It is the declaration of His persuasion.
In it you are confronted with the reality of your salvation in Christ Jesus.
When you and I are presented with the reality of what God has to say about our timeless eternal identity in Him, and with what He has done for and with us in Christ, to restore us fully to that timeless eternal identity, it does not remove the need for faith,
…IT GREATLY INTENSIFIES IT!
When we see the GREATER reality of God’s opinion and truth about us and what He has done for us and to us, to restore us,
…and how it contrasts with the LESSER reality of our experience,
…it creates a clear confrontation:
Do we want to live in God’s reality revealed, or continue in the chaos and deception of our own opinions?
Once we’ve seen God’s eternal timeless truth about ourselves, we cannot reject it without rejecting our own existence.
He chose us and demonstrated His choice of us in Christ beyond doubt.
How can we do anything but make a decision for Him, when we realize His decision for us!
His decision was to give Himself to us completely and to lavish His love upon us all!
In becoming a man He made known that His will and purpose have forever been and will forever be to be totally united with man!
It is on the basis of this decision of God already made before the ages about us, and made known in time, in Christ, to us, that we are enabled to make a decision for Him.
Seeing people come into a living relationship with Christ through the declaration of this eternal good news is the greatest privilege there is!
O Lord,
You have searched me
and known me.
You understand (know, discern)
my thoughts.
You comprehend my path,
And are acquainted with all my ways.
(Does this make you uncomfortable?
Or do you understand that
God still loves you?)
You have hedged me behind and before,
and laid Your hand upon me
(Another verse says:
Underneath me are the everlasting arms).
Such knowledge is to wonderful for me;
I have a hard time grasping it.
You have formed my inward parts
(my spirit-being, the real me);
You have covered me in my mother’s womb
(That covering is not us;
it is just the bodies we live in)
I will praise You,
for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
Marvelous are Your works.
This my soul knows very well
How precious also
are Your thoughts to me, O God!
How great is the sum of them!
If I should count them,
they would out number the sand;
When I awake, I am still with You.
(You have never left me!)
Psalms 139: 1-3, 5, 6, 13, 14, 17, 18
That which was from the beginning,
…which we have heard
(not just with our ears,
but with our spiritual ears),
…which we have also seen
(not just with our eyes,
but with our spiritual eyes)
…which we have looked upon
(…gazed at, beheld,
focused our attention upon),
…and which our hands have also handled
(…which we have also experienced,
not just in the physical realm,
but in our inner man),
…concerning the Word of life,
…we declare (make known) to you,
…that you also may have this fellowship with us;
…for truly our fellowship
is with the Father,
and with His Son,
Jesus Christ.
And these things we write to you
that your joy may be full.
1 John 1:1-4
Prayer
I thank You Father God that You are not some unknown energy-ball floating in outer space somewhere;
…some strange and mysterious cosmic force of the universe!
I thank you that You created and still uphold the universe by the word of Your power!
I thank you that You are not some crystal or some stone we can hang around our neck either; some piece of wood or stone carved by man’s hands!
I thank you that You are not some figment of our imagination, but You are real, and You are indeed God.
We didn’t invent You in our minds; no, You invented us and brought us forth out of Yourself.
You are not some distant God out in outer space somewhere, whom I can only know through some weird mysterious vibes and feelings; or only in clinical terms, objectively according to Your external eternal characteristics.
Thank you that You are more than a definition, more than a doctrine, no matter how accurate it is!
Thank you that You are not a God a far off!
Thank you that You are a relational God and that we are dear to You!
You are not just some unknown person; You are near unto each and every one of us!
Thank you that true Christianity is not a religion; it’s not a bunch of moral do’s and don’ts!
Thank you that our worship of You and our devotion to You is not meant to be an obligation!
Thank you that You are Daddy to those who discover You, and their origin in You, and relation to You.
We are indeed Your own image and likeness; Your offspring! Thank you that we can discover our very existence in You.
O Father, when I consider Your thoughts towards me, how vast is the sum of them!
When we sleep You still think of us.
You don’t relent in Your love,
...or leave us alone even for a moment.
We are not alone!
When we think about these realities;
…the reality of living and moving and having our being in You, who gives to all men, life, breath and all other things,
…when we think about these realities and we consider the fact that You gave our spirits birth,
…and that You are in love with each and every one of us, and cannot get us off of Your mind,
…we cannot help but exclaim in amazement, along with David: These things are so wonderful to us!
Job says that Your thoughts are ever towards us; we cannot even swallow our spit in private!
Thank you that You are so near to each and every one of us;
You constantly take thought of us!
Like the sand of the sea are Your thoughts in number.
Your love is ever towards us!
Hallelujah!
Thank you that we are Your intense focus, the object of Your desire…
…Oh how overwhelming and wonderful!
I am so thankful for your love!
I revel in it!
I appreciate You Father;
I treasure Your very presence I experience even now...
I treasure Your love towards me and everyone else in this whole wide world;
…even the one reading this book right now!
Thank you Father that we were created to ENJOY Your presence;
…to enjoy YOU!
You are the true fulfillment of everything our heart desires!
Thank you for the intensity of Your love and affection for us.
It burns so strong, how can we not respond to it!
How can we deny You in what You desire!
Chapter 1
God doesn’t need to change
Have you ever realized that God has emotions like us?
Paul said to the believers in Philippi:
Philippians 1:8,
“I long for you all with the affection of Jesus Christ.”
(Not affection like His, but literally the affection of Christ Jesus Himself.)
Paul is referring to the very real emotions of Jesus the risen Christ; the One who is now totally united with the Father.
To many of us, considering God in terms of having intensely real human emotions is almost unthinkable.
But let’s take it one step further.
In this Scripture Paul was referring to the “affection” God the Father and Jesus the Christ has FOR US.
Have you ever realized that God has “affection” for YOU?
That means: HE HAS FEELINGS FOR YOU.
HE ACTUALLY LOVES YOU AFFECTIONATELY.
GOD ACTUALLY LOVES YOU!!!
In writing this book, if there is one thing I believe God the Father want us to understand, it is that, in true Christianity, we are not trying to win God’s favor, or change His heart’s attitude towards us.
That is what religion is always trying to do, whether it is the man-made Christian religion, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witness, or whatever religion it might be.
Through their own doing, their own efforts, their own system of works they are always trying to make themselves a better person, more presentable before God.
They are always trying to win God’s favor or change His negative attitude towards them.
God doesn’t need to change, amen?!
God doesn’t have an anger management problem!
Can you just picture with me how for years and years there was all the nations of the world, with their own particular religion, bringing their little sacrifices, trying to win God’s favor, trying to keep God from getting mad at them, or trying to change His negative heart’s attitude towards them, feeling themselves terribly unworthy and restricted in their ability to communicate with an invisible, out of reach, and easily angered, moody old God.
The nation of Israel was no exception; year after year they were bringing their little sacrificial lambs, according to the customs of their forefathers handed down from generation to generation.
Through their sacrifices under the Law of Moses, they were trying to win God’s favor, trying to keep God from getting mad at them, or trying to change His negative heart’s attitude towards them,
…fearful to even approach Almighty God
But then one day a prophet to Israel, called John the Baptist, when he saw Jesus of Nazareth approaching, he cried out:
John 1:29,
“Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”
O... how God, through John, must have blown their minds!
Can you just imagine, after all those years of them bringing their little lambs to try and win God’s favor, now all of a sudden here is God bringing His little Lamb to try and win their favor.
He came in person to love us and take away the sin of the world.
Let me tell you something: It has never been man trying to win God’s favor; it has always been God trying to win man’s favor!
When we realize this, it defuses and removes all our struggles and striving, and trying to at least have some kind of inferior approach to God;
…when we realize that it has always been God trying to win our favor, not the other way around; it brings peace.
Peace is what every heart is crying out for. The whole world is desperately trying to obtain inner peace,
…but peace within oneself and peace with God is only found in the revelation of Jesus Christ and the work of redemption.
2Peter 1:2,
“Grace (favor) and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
Romans 5:1,
“Now we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Chapter 2
God wants to reveal Himself
The apostle Paul had such a passion for us to truly understand what is in the heart of God towards us, that he constantly prayed for us.
This is his prayer:
Ephesians 1:17-18,
17 “…that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you, the spirit of wisdom and revelation, in the knowledge of Him,”
18 “…the eyes of your understanding, being ENLIGHTENED; that you may know what is the hope of His calling,”
“(…in other words); what are the riches of the glory, of His inheritance in the saints,”
What was he talking about?
What is the hope of God’s calling? In other words, what is He hoping for? What does that mean for us? What can we hope for? And, what is the calling of God all about? What is He calling us into and what is in it for us, and, what does He hope to gain? What is the content of His message to us? I.e. what is the knowledge of Him?
What does He know and wants us to know concerning ourselves that we don’t already know?
What is the value of that knowledge; it’s benefit to us; to Him?
And, what is His inheritance in the saints?
Also, what does he mean: IN US? ...IN the saints? ...why call us saints? ...why call us holy ones?
Ephesians 1:4-5,
4 “...He (God) chose us in Him (Christ) before the foundation of the world (Colossians 1:16 & 17; Ephesians 3:9b) that we should be holy, and without blame before Him, in love,”
5 “…having predestined us, to adoption as sons, by Jesus Christ, to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will,”
The word “chose” can be read as ASSOCIATED, thus,
“God associated us (already) in Christ before the foundation (or more accurately: the fall – in other words: From the very beginning already, even before the fall, even before the creation of the world already) God associated us in Christ Jesus.”
That is why the prophets could talk about the lamb that was slain from before the foundations of the earth.
You see there is a powerful, intimate connection, a close union if you will, that existed between God and man, in Christ, in the LOGOS,
...it was established, before the creation of the world.
You see Jesus is the authentic original Adam, the blueprint Son, from whom, and through whom, and by whom, we were made, and brought into existence.
We are His own image and likeness.
That means: our original authentic blueprint; our true image and likeness, is preserved, there in Him, in spite of the Fall.
It means that God refused to lose us in Adam,
…because He already found us in Christ!
You are irreplaceable!
The word “predestined” can also be read as PRE-DESIGNED or PRE-PLANNED.
It means that you have already planned in full what you want to achieve, before you start.
Just like someone will draw up a blueprint, before they start building a house.
So when that house is built, after having dreamt about it for so long, why would you not be excited over it and love it,
…especially if it came out exactly as you have planned it to be; exactly according to the blueprint?
God wants us to know that whatever age we are… whatever age you are, you have a beginning that cannot be measured in time.
You have the most awesome origin.
1John 4:8 says,
“God is love”
In the very beginning, before creation itself, before time as we experience it, before the existence of sin, before the existence of evil, there was in existence already, a dynamic exchange of love, a relationship without boundaries, an intertwining, and an enjoyment of total abandonment; a being of such freedom, full of beauty and love and fullness of life; a being we now call God.
It was in the very midst of this enjoyment, this life, this fiery love, at the core of this passion; at the core of this God, who is pure LOVE, that the idea of YOU came into being!
If Love would dream; what would Love dream about?
Only one thing: COMPANIONSHIP!
Closeness, intimacy, connectedness!
If you could only imagine pure LOVE itself dreaming;
…what would that kind of love dream of;
…what would LOVE Himself dream up?
Let me tell you something:
LOVE ALREADY DREAMT, AND YOU ARE IT!
The imagination of God is our origin!
Every invention begins with an original thought.
We are HIS original thought!
We are the expression of His imagination; of His thoughts;
…the fruit of His creative inspiration;
…His initiative;
…His intimate design and love-dream.
YOU are Love’s dream.
You are God’s LOVE-dream;
…the product of His HEART!
We are the expression of God’s greatest idea;
We are at the core of the greatest idea that ever was!
God imagined YOU!
God is in love with YOU!
We all share the same value because we all share the same origin!
Love and friendship only blossom in an environment of appreciation.
The word “appreciate” means: to discover, express and communicate value.
We must discover God’s value of us!
God our Father already defined us before time began!
He defined us, as His very own image and likeness!
We are all the same, and yet we are all unique!
We are all fashioned in the same mold, the expression of the same thought,
…yet we are as different as two brothers in the same family;
…we are as different from one another as brothers and sisters;
…we are every bit as individually unique as our fingerprints.
God loves us all the same,
…and yet He loves each and every one of us, individually, with unmatched intense passion!
No one else can love us, as individuals, like He does,
…not even our own Mamas!
This is one of the greatest mysteries of life; one of the greatest mysteries of all, how God can love all of us universally, the whole world, the whole human race, across all time,
…and yet focus His love, intensely, passionately, upon the individual; upon each and every one of us, individually, as if we are the only person on the planet that matters to Him!
It is true that God created the physical universe out of nothing; no pre-existent physical substance was used, but He did use a substance.
That substance is the “LOGOS”
That word, “LOGOS” is translated, “WORD” in John 1:1,
“In the beginning was the word (the LOGOS) and the LOGOS was with God (or PROS – face to face; equal and intimate with God), and the LOGOS was in very essence GOD, the essence of God…”
We get our English words “logic” and “thought” from this word “LOGOS.”
The word “LOGOS” however denotes more than just a fleeting thought, it indicates the totality of a thought.
Thus, the “LOGOS” includes the motive; the reasoning and development of that thought, and finally, the expression and communication of that thought.
Wow!
The first word in the Bible: “BERESHET” literally means: IN THE HEAD.
And so there, right in the beginning, in the book of Genesis, we see how God’s thoughts concerning creation, concerning man; concerning us, went beyond a silent thought; beyond just a dream within Him.
He expressed those thoughts when He created everything, and when He breathed and spoke and brought humanity into existence.
We are an expression of the original “LOGOS.”
Ephesians 1:4-5,
4 “...He (God) chose (associated) us in Him (in the LOGOS that later took on flesh in Jesus; He chose us there in the LOGOS, in His thoughts, in Himself) before the foundation of the world that we should be, holy and without blame before Him, in love,”
“…that we should be”
“…that we should (exist)”
“…that we should (exist) in holiness and (exist) without blame before Him…”
“…that we should (exist) in love…”
“…that we should be in love!”
“…that we should be holy and without blame before Him”
“…in love…”
5 “…having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will,”
As I said before: That word “predestined” can also be read as PRE-DESIGNED or PRE-PLANNED.
5 “…having PRE-PLANNED or PRE-DESIGNED US to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself”
“…this was according to the good pleasure of His will,”
The word “adoption” used here is not what it means in our Western society. It is a coming of age as sons, like the typical Jewish Bar Mitzvah.
(This whole concept of the Spirit of His Son sealing our sonship by echoing Abba “Father” [Daddy] in our hearts is talked about in more detail in Galatians 4:1-6.
That echo in our hearts of our sonship; that sealing of it in our hearts, by the Spirit of God is the word: “HUIOTHESIA.”
I suggest you go read Galatians 4:1-6 in the Mirror Bible; it is so beautiful and clear there.
But I am getting ahead of myself now…)
5 “…having PRE-PLANNED or PRE-DESIGNED US to adoption as sons, by Jesus Christ, to Himself”
“…this was according to the good pleasure of His will,”
In Acts 17:22-31 the apostle Paul talks about this fact that we were pre-planned and pre-designed according to the good pleasure of our Father’s will,
…and he explains this mysterious association talked about there in Ephesians 1:4;
…this powerful connection that exists between man and God, in Christ Jesus;
…he explains our existence in Him.
He explains how close every single one is to God’s heart,
…even though most of us don’t even know it,
Acts 17:22-31,
22 “Then Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, ‘Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things you are sincerely religious;”
(Note: Religion can be defined as man’s efforts to try and define and know God, who happens to live in the unseen realm of reality, and cannot be seen with the naked eye.
Therefore, all religion is deeply flawed.
Our best attempts, no matter how sincere, only lead to the wrong conclusions.
Every definition falls short; is inaccurate, or even worse, it is totally wrong!
Religion is the vain attempts, of fallen, confused, humanity, who lost their way, to try and get back to a relationship with a God whom they cannot see;
…they know He exists, but unless He reveals Himself, they cannot know Him,
…because they no longer have a relationship; in fact, have not had a relationship with Him for a long long time, since creation itself, and the fall of Adam.
Religion is a stranger’s way of trying to define and know God.
Their best effort is still a guess.)
Acts 17:22-31,
22 …‘Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things you are very religious (very desirous to glorify God, and to know Him, and please Him);”
23 “for as I was passing through and considering the objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription:”
‘TO THE UNKNOWN GOD’
(Note: They were searching after God, trying to define Him, trying to know Him,
…and they have come up with all sorts of definitions of what God is, and what He may be like,
…but at the end of all their research and philosophying, trying to define and know God, and glorify Him, they had to admit that perhaps they were no closer than when they started,
…after all, who can know the unknown?
…so, for just in case they were wrong in every one of their assumptions, and may have now offended Him by their efforts, they erected an altar dedicated to,
‘THE UNKNOWN GOD’
This is exactly where Paul starts his conversation with them.
He puts them at ease, and he essentially says to them that,
‘I want to commend you on your efforts because I can see that you are truly sincere.’
He was not mocking them or knocking their religious efforts, or talking down to them and sarcastically, patronizing them, no, on the contrary;
…all he could see was their desire after God, and he was moved with love for them,
…because he knew that if they only knew what he knew, how God had come and revealed Himself to us, and revealed our origin and design to us, in Jesus Christ, they would not have to search anymore,
…for yet another inaccurate definition,
…and they would finally be able to know themselves, their true selves, and to know God,
…and they would be able to interact with Him, for who He actually is,
…instead of having to guess, and being afraid of offending Him)
So Paul says:
“Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you:”
24 “God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands.”
(He is everywhere, and He is not interested in dwelling in buildings)”
25 “Nor is He worshiped with men’s hands…
(He is not interested in religious works of service either; it does not give Him any pleasure. He is not interested in religious do’s and don’ts and obligations),
…as though He needed anything,
(He honestly doesn’t need anything from us, all He wants to do is embrace us and add to us out of His fullness; share that love and fullness with us),
…since He gives to all, life, breath, and all other things.”
26 “And He has made from one blood…
(…from one man, Adam – or from one substance,
…but because the word “blood” is not in many of the earlier manuscripts,
…it should really read more accurately,
“He has made from One;” from one source; the “LOGOS;” from Christ Jesus Himself) every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth,
…and has determined their pre-appointed times, and the boundaries of their habitation,”
27 “…so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;”
(Isn’t it marvelous to discover that God, your real origin; the One who brought you into existence; your real Daddy, has a hope in His heart that we would grope for Him and find Him, because He is not far from each and every one of us.
Isn’t it wonderful that He is near us, right now!
…that He is already closer to you than your next breath!
…in fact without His closeness and nearness, you would not even have a next breath,
…because all things consist in Him, and is being held together by the word of His power;
…by His very power, by the very “LOGOS.”
He is closer to you right now than your very breath!
It is also astounding to me how religion always wants to exclude people; see them as separated from God all together, and place them somehow outside of God’s influence and reach,
…yet Paul was fully including these people, these HEATHEN, in his conversation,
…and revealing them to be within God’s embrace and under God’s influence already, at least to some degree.)
Paul goes on to say:
28 “for in Him we live and move and have our being,”
“…as also some of your own poets have said,”
(Note: I am so glad Paul didn’t limit himself to only quote from the Scriptures; he felt free enough to also quote from some other source if it could give him a connection point and help people relate to his message,
…even if he didn’t always agree with everything else that source thought and said.
Paul understood that God is always communicating in everything and that God’s message is everywhere, all he had to do was pay attention and look for it. It wasn’t that hard to find.
Once you recognize the voice of God, you hear Him everywhere!
Paul was quoting a Philosopher and Poet named Aratus, whom these religious philosophers all highly esteemed. Aratus lived around 300 BC.
It is surprising to note that God was silent in Israel for a period of 500 years before Christ;
…there was no prophet in Israel for 500 years, until the days of John the Baptist and Jesus,
…because God was indicating the inaccuracy and the deafness and blindness, and the dying away of the old religious system.
He was about to replace the Law given to Moses and the religious system built around it, with a far more accurate representation of TRUTH.
He was about to come in person to reveal TRUTH, and to reveal Himself.
So, God was silent in Israel from about 500 BC, and yet this Aratus, a Gentile, a heathen, who lived around 300 BC, by reflection, and pondering, discovered and tapped into the TRUTH,)
…and so, by inspiration of God he said:
‘For we are also His offspring’
(Now note how Paul, using this truth Aratus discovered, as a foundation to launch out from, starts his message to them,)
He says,
Acts 17:29,
“Therefore, SINCE WE ARE the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man’s devising.”
(We didn’t invent God. God invented us, and so we have no right to our own inferior concepts and inaccurate interpretations of who He is, and who we are, it does not glorify Him. It actually diminishes His glory,
BUT, He is not mad at you, He knows you did it ignorantly, and so, I have fabulous news for you!)
30 “Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now He commands…
(…based on what He did for all men, and based on He Himself revealing TRUTH more accurately, He insist on) all men everywhere to repent”
(…to “METANOIA” in the original language – to have a change of mind; come to different conclusions, a more accurate conclusion, and so, to change their opinion about Him, and about themselves and about one another, and change their attitudes, and actions towards Him, and towards themselves and towards others,
…because all their ignorant religious attempts and thoughts and opinions were wrong, no matter how sincere it was; it missed the mark; it was inaccurate!)
Why did God overlook man’s ignorance, and didn’t hold it against us?
Because the TRUTH about Him, in relation to us, and the TRUTH about us, as He knows us, had not been revealed yet,
…but then He came in person, in Jesus Christ, and revealed Himself, and revealed us to us.
He revealed the TRUTH about Himself and about us, and we no longer have a reason to continue in ignorance.
That is why He can pronounce with such bold confidence that all men everywhere can and should now repent – or go through a METANOIA, a METAMORPH; a metamorphosis of thinking and being;
…a total change and transformation and renewal of mind, attitudes and actions,
Acts 17:31,
“…because He has appointed a day on which He judged the whole world, in righteousness, by the Man (Jesus) whom He has ordained.”
“He has given assurance of this to all, by raising Him from the dead.”
(Note: Romans 4:25 says that,
“He was delivered up because of our offences and was raised because of our justification; because of our righteousness […because we were declared righteous; our righteous was restored to us, as a gift]”
Both Peter and Paul emphasized this conclusion elsewhere in Scripture!
Read Acts 10:28, and 2Corinthians 5:14 & 16.
That is why I took the liberty of changing the New King James Translation in this previous verse [Acts 17:31], because it clearly states in the Greek that Paul is talking about the judgment that already took place in Jesus Christ, and not some future judgment to come.)
Now hold your horses just a minute!
Before you get all bent out of shape, trying to defend your doctrine, and wanting to defend the judgment to come, listen carefully,
…I didn’t mention anything about there not being a judgment to come, now did I?
I am not speaking against the judgment to come; I am just showing you what Paul was actually talking about here in Acts 17:31.
You don’t have to try and defend truth. Truth is like a giant Grizzly Bear; it can defend itself.
The God of all truth is perfectly capable of speaking for Himself;
He doesn’t need your help, so relax Max!
Ha… ha… ha…
There is a present and future judgment. The Scriptures have much to say about it,
…but I want you to focus now, I do not want you to get all distracted by nonsense, putting words in my mouth I didn’t say!
I am merely quoting Paul, and it is vital for us all, to see what he is saying.
Read the first part of that Scripture again from Acts 17:22 up to verse 30 so you don’t miss out on the point Paul is making here.
…He was leading up to verse 31 as a conclusion!
Paul started off by saying,
“…the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I now proclaim to you.”
Paul’s whole message is God’s own conclusion of our value and worth because of our origin in Him;
…because He is our Daddy.
God established our true identity and our value and worth to Him,
…and brought it to a final conclusion and exclamation mark in His Son’s taking our judgment upon Himself!
He concluded His love for us and our belonging to Him in that Jesus not only died for us, but was raised from the dead as proof to us of our righteousness;
…as proof that we have been declared righteous, and given that righteousness as a gift; that Father God holds nothing against us…
…as proof to us, that the times of ignorance, and all the consequences of it, has truly been overlooked and matters not at all…
…all that matters now is that we know, and embrace, the TRUTH;
…that we know, and embrace, HIM, our TRUE Father, our DADDY!
It is astonishing how easily we develop the wrong picture of God, and sometimes a seriously warped one at that.
I dare say that most religious people do not know the God they worship.
God remains a mystery to them.
God doesn’t want us to worship some false image of Him that we came up with because of a warped view of Him.
John 4:24 says:
“God is Spirit; and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”
God wants mankind to worship Him for who He truly is and from an accurate understanding of The Truth.
Our spirits engaged in His TRUTH, and engaged in His Spirit, that is the most accurate form of worship and devotion!
God is a person, not some cruel ogre.
He is the living God, not some unknown force.
God is Spirit, but He wants to reveal Himself to us; that's the reason for the Bible.
That’s the reason why He came in person; why God the Son was sent; why the “LOGOS” became flesh.
God does not desire to remain a mystery.
In the beginning of this book, I began, by saying that, God is a very intensely passionate person with emotions just like ours.
In fact, if we are indeed His offspring, we got our emotions from Him.
We are His image and likeness.
In other words, He is a lot more like us than we think, because we are a lot more like Him than we think;
…we are wired to be like God.
No, I am not trying to reduce God into the image of man, into the image of fallen flesh;
I am revealing TRUTH to you!
God wired us to be like Him, therefore it is only logical to conclude that, in many ways, we act just like God and reflect His nature; who He is!
Based on this reality, I can with confidence say:
Just like us, God wants companionship.
That’s what happened in Genesis.
God wanted someone, with whom He could share Himself,
…so He decided to make; to bring forth from within Himself, for Himself, such a companion.
Before He did however, He first created this whole world and everything in it.
In other words,
God, not desiring His heart of love for the companion He was about to bring forth, to remain a mystery, expressed the attributes of His character in all of creation.
I liken it to a man who prepares gifts in advance, before he goes to present himself to his bride to be;
Or better yet, let’s liken it to parents preparing a room and filling it with all kinds of surprises for their coming baby,
…hoping that somehow that child would understand and grasp the love their parents have for them.
Romans 1:20-21,
20 “For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made...”
“…so that they are without excuse,”
21 “…because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts became darkened”
(It is their own futile thoughts which darkened their hearts.
They could have found THE TRUTH if they actually truly searched for it)
Psalm 19:1-4,
1 “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the expanse of heaven shows His handiwork”
2 “Day unto day utters speech, and night unto night reveals knowledge.”
3 “There is no speech, no language (…they communicate in silence; nevertheless they are communicating, and there is no people-group, no nation), where their voice is not heard.”
4 “Their reach has gone out throughout all the earth (They have reached the whole earth with their silent but loud message),”
“Their reach has gone out throughout all the earth and their words to the ends of the world”
(…even throughout all generations till the end of time!)
God’s voice is everywhere!
Creation is trying to tell us something.
There is a hidden message in creation, and all we have to do is listen.
God is trying to communicate through creation.
God is trying to reveal Himself; His power; His person; His love, through creation.
God is always trying to communicate with man, trying to reveal Himself to man;
He is trying to reveal His heart of love;
He is trying to reveal HIS PASSION FOR MAN!
Let me ask you this:
What good is it for anyone to be the greatest person that has ever been, or ever will be, if you cannot be known and appreciated and enjoyed for who you are?
As we read the creation account in Genesis you will notice this one thing to be true:
There is a whole lot of love and passion driving the creation of all things.
Creation is God’s love for man on display.
Creation is God sending us a passionate love letter.
Every time after creating something, God would stand back, evaluate and then enjoy what He just did,
…and the Bible says that:
“God saw that it was good” (Genesis 1:10, 12, 18, 21, 25)
1Timothy 6:17 says:
“God gives us richly all things to enjoy.”
Just think about it, when He created an apple, he didn’t just leave it dull.
He could have made it colorless and tasteless without any smell, and dry as cork, but instead He created it in all kinds of colors, shapes and sizes.
He made it juicy with a sweet or sometimes tart taste, but always delicious.
He could have left it at that, but no, He also gave it a distinct fragrance that is unmistakable and very likable.
O... and that crunching sound it makes when you sink your teeth into it makes it an unforgettable experience...
Can you tell I like apples?
Ha… ha… ha…
Chapter 3
God desires companionship
God concluded every part of creation with the words:
“…it is good”
God put His heart into creation.
There is nothing that was not put together with considerable care in all of creation.
Everything God made came out satisfactory.
But what I want us to notice is that the most momentous moment in all of creation came right after God finally made mankind.
The Scripture says:
Genesis 1:27, 28, 31
27 “So God made man in His own image; in the image of God He made him; male and female He made them”
28 “Then God blessed them…”
31 “Then God saw what He had made, and indeed it was very good.”
That word “blessed” in the original language is the word: BAW-RAK and it is an estimation of value term.
It is defined as an act of adoration such as kneeling before, or falling on your knees in wonder and amazement at the perfection of beauty.
It is only used when a person is entirely overwhelmed and in awe of something.
It actually means that you are so overwhelmed that you fall on your knees in adoration, rejoicing in something.
It goes hand in hand with the phrase,
“…and indeed it was very good”
(…exceptionally enjoyable)
Zephaniah 3:17 says,
“He rejoices over us with gladness. He rests in His love. He is elated over you with singing!”
Only the creation of man, and nothing else, brought about that kind of reation from God,
…not the stars, not the earth, not the plants, not the animals, nothing, except the coming forth of man, brought about that kind of reaction from God.
And let me tell you something:
God is not on some ego trip.
The reason for His rejoicing wasn’t because He was so proud of His own abilities.
There is so much more to what was happening here than that!
And no, God wasn’t kneeling and worshiping man either;
I don’t want you to get the wrong picture here; it is bad enough that people worship themselves and others;
…the last thing on earth I am interested in is promoting man-worship.
That’s what the Naturalists and New Agers and Humanists are into, not me!
Everything God does has purpose.
God rejoiced because, finally, here in front of Him, stood the reality of His dream.
Finally, here in front of Him, stood a being, capable of being God’s companion;
… Capable of enjoying and sharing back and forth in the abundance of LOVE;
…Capable of not only giving God feedback, but enjoying God’s feedback,
…deep calling unto and resonating with deep,
…back and forth enrichment,
…back and forth communication,
…back and forth appreciation and enjoyment and satisfaction!
…A constant unending flow of friendship and fellowship and enjoyment of life together!
…A most beautiful love-story!
…The greatest of all love-affairs!
Like I said: finally, here in front of God, stood a being, capable of being God’s COMPANION!
What God foreknew was now a reality.
Again, that word “foreknew” has to do with the dream in your heart.
Before that house you plan to build even gets started on, you have already seen it in your mind.
In a way, you have already enjoyed it and lived in it.
You have given it a lot of thought, so much so that you even know what it is going to look like when it is actually built.
You can already taste what it’s going to be like living in it.
In that way you “foreknew” your house before it has even come into existence.
I am so glad that what God foreknew became a reality.
I am so glad God doesn’t plan and fail!
To Him be glory and praise forevermore!
Besides being in the ministry, I sometimes paint with oils, or do some sculpting work on the side, just for the sheer pleasure of creating something.
Well, somehow my paintings and sculpting pieces never come out exactly like I had envisioned and pictured it in my mind; most of the time I still like it though.
It is a fantastic feeling to be able to enjoy your own handiwork,
…but it can be quite frustrating when you are doing something, and the thing just doesn’t want to cooperate with you.
Ha… ha… ha…
I also love chocolate cake, but when I try to make one myself, I inevitably get disappointed;
…the darn things just never come out like the exquisite-looking glossy picture on the box.
Some of you may know what I am talking about…
Ha… ha… ha…
God our Father, on the other hand, truly is a master-craftsman and an expert artist; after all HE IS GOD you know!
Deuteronomy 32:3 & 4 says,
3 “Ascribe greatness to our God, the Rock”
(…the eternally immovable, unfailing, unchanging, steadfast One!)
4 “...His work is perfect;”
Ephesians 1:11 says,
“In Him we also have obtained an inheritance, being pre-designed according to His purpose, who works all things according to the counsel of His will,”
That means, He doesn’t plan and fail!
When God created Adam, the man was exactly what God had in mind,
…and God rejoiced in what Adam…
…in what WE; you and I …could now give Him.
God has chosen to need us.
That is what reveals our value.
God has chosen us!
You are God’s choice!
1Corinthians 1:9,
“God has called us into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ”
We have been called into the exact same fellowship that Jesus, the Son of God, enjoys with His Father.
God has an intense desire for us to encounter Him in an exceptionally high level of friendship called “KOINONIA;” “fellowship.”
“KOINONIA” or “fellowship” is a word that includes all the things we value in close relationship with one another:
…friendship, communication, interaction, fun, companionship, partnership, camaraderie, intimacy, intercourse, etc…
It is an awesome wondrous thing to realize that we can fulfill something in God.
‘Blasphemy’ someone would say, ‘God is perfect and needs nothing!’
That is true. He is GOD, and God is perfect.
It is true. God needs nothing,
…BUT He has chosen to need us because of LOVE.
He chooses to love us!
1John 4:8,
“God is love.”
In order to be love;
…in order to love perfectly,
…one must become vulnerable.
If God doesn’t need us, He cannot truly love us.
Love needs to be appreciated and to have “KOINONIA”
Love also needs to be reciprocated in order for there to be lasting fulfillment.
Love has to have feedback.
Love cannot and will not be satisfied with anything less!
Love is more than mere emotions, but love is extremely strong in its emotions.
Love connects and feels deeply!
Love is totally engaged; there is no emotional disconnect!
That’s why God is a jealous God.
His very name is JEALOUS!
Not because He is petty,
…but because love is relentless in loving and in so doing obliterates all competition!
Love never fails!
Love never gives up!
God has never stopped loving us!
Nor will He ever!
It is impossible!
God’s nature is LOVE!
Such relentless love quickens and cultivates a response of the same quality and kind.
God is that much in love with you!
He is in love with you!
The apostle Paul said in Romans 2:4 that,
“…the goodness of God (the love of God realized and grasped) is exactly what leads us to repentance (to “METANOIA”),
He gave birth to us because He wanted us,
…and wants us still!
There can be no other conclusion!
GOD IS IN LOVE WITH YOU!
When I read the Genesis account of the creation of man, the conclusion is clear:
GOD AND MAN WAS MEANT TO BE TOGETHER.
Genesis 1:26, 27,
26 “Then God said, ‘Let Us make…”
(Note: Not “BAW-RAW” the usual word for create, but “AW-SAW,” make – bring forth)
‘Let Us make man according to Our image; in Our (very) likeness”
‘…let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.’
27 “So God made man in His own image; in the image of God He made him; male and female He made them.”
Genesis 2:7,
“And the Lord God formed man (our bodies only) of the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.”
(Note: Our bodies might be fragile, created from the dust or clay, but we are so much more than dust.
You are more than clay, more than flesh and blood.
You are a spirit-being.
God took that lifeless clay body and breathed you into that body, from out of Himself!
You are not from the earth, earthly. You are from above; you come from God.
You have your origin in the eternal invisible God: in Him who is Spirit.
He breathed you into your body from the substance within Himself; from the very Spirit of God; from the very “LOGOS!”
- John 1:1-4
Psalm 139:13 &14,
13 “For You have formed my inward parts (my spirit-being, the real me);”
“You have covered me in my mother’s womb”
(That covering is not us; it is just the bodies we live in,)
14 “I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;”
(He is not talking about the body only, but about YOU the real person on the inside:
YOU are fearfully and wonderfully made;
You are not some ugly useless loser …to be discarded as worthless.)
“Marvelous are Your works, And this my soul knows very well.”
Deep down, you too, know these things to be true!
We were created in truth and for truth and by The Truth Himself.
We were designed to respond to eternal TRUTH!
Everything in you resonates when you hear these things, about your origin and identity and value;
…about God your Father’s love for you!
The Spirit of God Himself bears strong witness within your spirit to it.
Your spirit man within you knows these things to be true!
In your spirit, you KNOW it to be true!
“…and THIS my soul knows very well!”
I say again:
You are more than just dust or clay.
You are a spirit-being created to be God’s companion.
You were designed to be inseparably linked to God.
When God breathed His life into your nostrils, you became more than just flesh and blood!
We were made in (according to - molded from - coined image - exact replica, literally made out of) His image and likeness
(Note: He was not just the pattern, the mold, but actually the origin of your being.)
Man is more than just dust and clay.
Man is the only being created to be God’s companion.
Man was designed to be inseparably linked to God.
Man is a spirit-being made in God’s image and likeness.
Because man was made in God’s image and likeness,
…it is only logical that he would act like God, especially before the Fall happened.
Adam was a mirror image of God.
What was true about Adam, was so, because it was first true about God.
If we look at Adam, we can understand what was happening, in the heart of God.
Genesis 2:18, 20, 22-24,
18 “And the Lord God said, ‘it is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper comparable to him.”
(It is a prophetic picture in which God reveals that; it is not good, it is not preferable, for God to be alone.
A helper comparable to Him will be made.)
20 “So Adam gave names to all cattle, to the birds of the air, and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper comparable to him.”
(Adam studied the animals to see what they were like, their little personalities and identity, and was able to accurately describe and define them; discovering their purpose, but there was not found a helper comparable or suitable for him.
You see, you can train a dog or a bird to be an excellent pet, but that animal will never be a helper comparable or suitable for you.
In the same way, God would not be satisfied with less than a helper comparable or suitable for Him.
Man is that companion.
Can you see with me how everything that happens to Adam carries a hidden message,
…so that we may discover a picture of what is in the heart of God towards us!
…so we can see how that He decided that it was no longer acceptable for Him to be alone,
…how He longed for companionship,
…not because He was empty, but because of what He was enjoying within Himself.
That sweet “fellowship,” that joy, that life, that abundance, that enjoyment in the Holy Spirit; that enjoyment in the Son; in the “LOGOS,” was so full and pleasurable and worth sharing,
…that He felt compelled to reproduce Himself,
…and bring forth from within Himself a companion to lavish that LOVE; that FULLNESS upon;
…a companion from whom He can receive feedback and intelligent interaction and “KOINONIA” – quality “fellowship;” quality friendship and intimate companionship!
Whatever we read about Adam prior to the Fall reveals that.)
Genesis 2 goes on to say,
22 “Then the rib which the Lord God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the man.”
23 “And Adam said: ‘This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.’
See, we were made in, literally made out of God’s image and likeness to be His companion.
[Acts 17:28 “For in Him we live and move and have our being”]
The mystery of creation is no longer a mystery.
It is concealed in these Scriptures, but now revealed by the Spirit of God for us to comprehend!
This reality of our oneness with God is a tremendous mystery that carries through all the way to Christ and the Church.
It is the dominant theme of Scripture.
When we look at Adam, we see a reflection of that connection;
…that absolute inseparable association that exists between man and God, and therefore also between Christ and man.
Adam is a picture of God, and at the same time also a picture of Christ.
That close connection between God and man comes into its own, and is reflected to its fullest, when we look at Christ’s connection and intimate love relationship with His Bride;
…the called out ones …us; …the “Church” (the “EKKLESIA”);
…those of us who have seen and grasped and understood and embraced and entered into and enjoy the reality of our connection with the risen Christ, and with Father God Himself.
23 “And Adam said: ‘This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called woman, because she was taken out of Man.’
That phrase: ‘This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh,’
‘…because she was taken out of Man’ is so profound!
It is the prophetic Spirit of Christ; the prophetic voice of Jesus speaking to us and saying:
“YOU who come forth out of Me, you are NOW bone of My bones and flesh of My flesh”
We who embrace this reality of the love God has for us;
…we who embrace this reality that we come from Him;
…that we come out of Him,
…that He is our Daddy and our lover;
…we who believe and embrace these truths begin to experience that connection,
…we literally are the body of Christ Himself, where He comes to dwell, in all His wonderful fullness, in all His love.
It becomes more than just some loose association to us,
…His indwelling becomes a reality;
…His nearness our portion;
…it becomes a connection,
…an intimate inseparable uninterrupted connection;
…close and tangible!
Marriage is only a picture of this reality we enjoy!
But what I want you to notice and see from this passage is just as Eve was one with Adam; a part of Adam and came out of Adam, and remained inseparably linked to Adam
…we too come from Him; from God; from the “LOGOS;” from Christ Jesus Himself,
…we are one with Him, and we come out of Him,
…and we may have lost our way in our thinking, and practically, in all reality, in our experience,
…but Christ came, and we were in Him;
…we are in Him, and we are one with Him, and we come out of Him,
…and, therefore, we also came out of Him in His resurrection from the dead,
…exactly because that association, that eternal reality; that legal reality, could never be broken or diminished over time, or by anything that happened in time!
We, you and I, the whole human race, because of that legal, eternal, unbreakable association, legally were born anew in His resurrection; quickened, made alive in relationship to God again, by His Spirit, legally and therefore literally, vitally, as a practical reality, in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
His resurrection was and is the new birth of humanity.
His resurrection was our resurrection to newness of life!
All those who grasp and understand the reality of what happened there;
…the reality that His death was our death,
…and the reality that His resurrection was our resurrection,
…because of that association;
…those of us who embrace these things as TRUTH;
…we literally get overwhelmed by God’s LOVE,
…and therefore embrace God our Father, as Daddy,
…and we experience the reality of that association;
…we experience that connection first hand.
According to Romans 15:13, there is,
“…joy and peace in believing”
It is a faith thing from start to finish!
It’s a conclusion that leaves you with no other option than the full embrace of its reality.
It is an embrace of reality itself!
God’s reality!
Everything else is un-real, an un-reality, an illusion and deception.
What God believes and knows to be true is the essence of REALITY!
It is the essence of what is TRUTH!
It is the essence of what is true and real!
What God believes and knows to be true ABOUT YOU is reality!
It is the essence of what is REAL!
Everything else is a lie!
You see, it is so much more than mind over matter.
It is so much more even than just a mere mental acknowledgment;
…than just a mere mental acceptance of facts;
…than just a mere choice of the mind;
…it is a faith thing from start to finish!
It’s a heart thing;
…it’s a falling in love thing!
Genesis 2:24,
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one.”
(This is also a great mystery!
Marriage in the natural, as delightful and mysterious as that love may be, is but a mere picture of the love-connection between God and us and us and God, re-established in Christ, in His work on that cross; His work of redemption;
…to where we fall in love with Him and recognize and realize and live in the reality of Him being our Daddy; the God from whom we came, who gave our spirits birth;
…we recognize and realize and live in that reality of us being His very own dear children, whom He loves)
“He who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him” 1Corinthins 6:17.
But, before I get carried away,
Let’s go back there to Genesis.
I want you to notice there, that, right from the very beginning God gave us everything we needed to be happy.
God created for Adam and Eve the most beautiful spot to live in, the Garden of Eden.
They didn’t even need clothes. They had nothing to be ashamed of because there was complete acceptance, and transparency, because of innocence, in their relationship with God and one another.
There was no sin.
They lived in harmony and total oneness with God and with one another.
They had nothing to fear. Even the animals responded in positive submission to their loving masters.
Even cultivating and keeping the garden was a source of fulfillment and pleasure to them, because it originated out of their joy and enjoyment of one another and of life!
That kind of abundance of life turns everything you do together into fun!
Even work becomes fun!
It is not what you are doing per se; it is who you are doing it with that makes all the difference in the world!
Enjoyment was their portion!
I want you to notice with me, that because they were created to relate to God in the truest sense, being together would not only be God’s, but also their greatest fulfillment and enjoyment and reason for life itself.
God wants companionship.
It is mind blowing to realize that man is the only being that can fulfill that desire of God for intimacy.
Until this revelation hit home, I never understood that God could be hurt, grieved, or disappointed.
Listen; we are the only beings in all of creation with the capacity to do that.
You see Love gives and gives, and gives, and gives, and gives;
…and anticipates, and quickens, the same quality and degree of response.
Can you now see how God, because of such enormous love and passion, can cry out with such disappointment and hurt,
“Adam, Adam, where are you?” Genesis 3:9
We broke His heart!
But herein lie the good news:
God may have been devastated at the fall of man,
…but no amount of disappointment or hurt could get Him to stop loving us,
…otherwise Christ never would have come to rescue us,
...and redemption would have been impossible!
Chapter 4
God’s pursuit of us
Of all the trees of the garden Adam and Eve could freely eat, but from the knowledge of good and evil they had to stay away from.
God told Adam that they would die if they ate of the knowledge of good and evil.
He didn’t say He would kill them if they ate of the knowledge of good and evil.
No, God told Adam that they would die if they ate from that tree, from that knowledge.
(…the fruit, the knowledge itself, would poison them).
He did not mean they would cease to exist; Adam lived a further 800 to 900 years or so,
…but if they ate from that fruit, from the knowledge of good and evil, its poison would get into them, and because of its effect upon them they would be separated from God and the life they were designed for.
Why did God even place this tree, this option, in the garden?
The only logical conclusion is that He didn’t have a bunch of mindless robots in mind when He made man.
He wanted man to love and obey Him, from the heart, by choice.
That command to stay away from that tree, from that fruit, from the knowledge of good and evil, wasn’t an unfair test by God either.
It wasn’t like putting candy in front of a child and telling that child not to eat it.
There were so many other pieces of candy to enjoy in the garden, the richness and the vastness of the knowledge of God is inexhaustible.
Besides, Adam and Eve were adults.
In any adult relationship, there are boundaries.
Any married couple knows that.
If you marry someone, there is an unspoken understanding that that person is going to wholly separate themselves unto you no matter how many other people there are in the world.
Adam and Eve had to deliberately choose to eat of that tree, of that fruit, of the knowledge of good and evil, and bring death unto themselves.
Satan deceived Eve by getting her to question whether what God said was really true.
Adam knew the truth. God spoke to him, not Eve, about that tree, about that fruit, about the dangers of the knowledge of good and evil.
Adam had the authority, He could have used the truth of what God said to stop Eve and resist Satan, but he didn’t.
He was not deceived about what God said; he knew full well what God said,
…but he did not correct Eve, because he also fell for Satan’s trick,
…he embraced the lie and began to question the truth of what God said.
Satan sowed seeds of suspicion,
…and Adam allowed that suspicion towards God’s motives to enter his heart, and begin to germinate there,
…and he began to question the TRUTH his heart already knew,
…he began to question God’s heart, and God’s love,
…he became suspicious towards God and began to question God’s motives:
‘What if this snake is telling the truth?
What if God actually does have ulterior motives?
You know what, I’m truly beginning to wonder if what God said about that tree, about that fruit, about the danger of that knowledge, can be trusted.’
It is easy to deceive an ignorant person, but you see, an educated person has to deceive themselves through doubt and questioning, and lying to themselves in order to be deceived.
They essentially have to deceive themselves first, before any lie can stick.
Therein lay Adam’s guilt!
Adam deceived himself, and swallowed the lie, hook, line and sinker, and in a moment of stupidity became rebellious towards God,
…and decided to violate God’s love, by taking of that forbidden fruit of reasoning, of becoming a god unto yourself, of deciding for yourself what is good and what is evil, and partaking of it, and eating it.
…but he didn’t fully realize that he was also violating something within himself when he violated God’s love,
…and he also didn’t fully realize the full extent of the poison, and the full extent of its violation of everything pure and healthy and whole within him.
…he didn’t fully realize what he was yielding himself and his spirit to.
(Note: Have you ever heard of a tree that bears fruit called, “the knowledge of good and evil?” Neither have I. I do not believe such a tree can be found. Although, I do not doubt that there probably was a literal tree in the garden, but that tree and its fruit represented something.
You see that tree and its fruit is something outside of you, and it represents a partaking of an outside force, of an outside influence that now gets on the inside of you, and it gets into your system and gets digested, and becomes one with you.
I know what I am about to say may be controversial, but it is not partaking of the fruit of the tree that brought about the Fall,
…it is Satan’s manipulation and the embrace of the lie that opened up the door to man’s partaking of the knowledge of good and evil,
…thus it is the embrace of the lie and deception that brought about the Fall,
…not necessarily eating of the fruit of some tree, naturally growing in the garden.
You see, that natural tree was merely a prophetic picture pointing to the Fall, and representing the Fall.
God said: “In the day you eat of that tree you shall surely die!”
Let me put it in another way to bring out the meaning of this prophetic picture and prophetic utterance by God.
God was essentially letting Adam know that, eating of that tree will be a sign to Me that something terrible has happened to you and was taking place inside of you.
By the time you eat of that tree you will have already entered into deception and self-delusion, partaking of another knowledge, other than Mine …i.e. partaking of a lie.
You will have already violated truth and entered into death,
…into that which will cause a breakdown in our relationship, a separation between you and Me,
…which I do not desire, but will have no control over once it happens. You will bring it upon yourself. You will bring it upon us.
That, lie, that deception, that other knowledge, if you embrace it, it will lead you into self-destruct mode.
Partaking of that lie, of that deception, will surely lead you to partake of this tree,
…even though I have warned you not to eat of it,
…it will lead you to partake of the knowledge of good and evil,
…to basically become a god unto yourself, deciding for yourself what is right and what is wrong, what is good and what is evil.
It will lead you to the violation of your original design and ultimately to your destruction.
You see, eating the fruit of that tree had nothing to do with the Fall, it was merely the outward sign prophetically pointing to the fact that the Fall has already happened.)
In Adam’s partaking of that reasoning of the mind and of that other knowledge, that manipulation, that lie, that deception of Satan; in Adam’s one act of disobedience, he unleashed deadly spiritual forces within himself, and thus, exposed all of creation to it.
Eating of the fruit of that tree was merely the end result of that process.
Those deadly spiritual forces became like legal repercussions; it became like cancer, and it left man trapped and without escape!
It had legal; very practical unavoidable inescapable repercussions, just like a deadly virus, or a cancer,
…and it cut him and everything under his authority off from God, and the life it was designed for.
He could not escape his violation, the serious repercussions; the deadly poison of what he allowed in his heart and became bound by and subjected to in his thoughts and in his actions.
It caused a very real separation.
The Evil One, or Satan …that which is evil,
…powerfully, practically, gained influence, over Adam and through Adam, over everything that previously was under Adam’s authority; under Adam’s influence.
Adam, without realizing the full extent of the consequences; the full extent of what he was doing; of what he was violating within himself; the full extent of the consequences of what he embraced in his thinking, and of that darkness; of what he was submitting himself to,
…sold himself, his wife, all of mankind still unborn, and the whole earth, in an illegal, but never the less, very powerful, practical and binding transaction, into bondage and slavery to evil’s influence and manipulation and rule, when he submitted to that temptation; to those forces of darkness, and rebelled against God, and became enslaved under sin and guilt.
Adam literally brought it all practically under that spirit of manipulation; that strong binding influence; that bondage.
That separation from God and from everything man was designed for became man’s practical and long term experience and reality.
The Law of sin and death, that practical separation; the law of sin and guilt and death came into power,
…and established its strong manipulation and rule, like a cancer; like a virus that took over the whole human race.
The symptoms spread like a plague and the disease became firmly established and took charge.
Separation came into law.
…it became the new rule, not the exception;
…it became the new normal, and evil reigned.
The Bible says that evil became the god of this world by that influence and manipulation and control of Adam and Eve, and through them.
…they were trapped in the soulish-realm; stuck in the natural-realm, and reduced to a natural-minded dimension of life; a mere natural identity,
…an existence given over to the flesh.
In that state of mind they made this world their god,
…just as the Scriptures say they did:
2Corinthians 4:4,
“…this world (the attachment and dependence upon this world, this natural dimension, this natural existence, as if it has become your god, the worship of it) has blinded the minds of them which believe not”
(…them that questions truth and lose sight of truth)
In Ephesians 2:2 that thing that now controls and manipulates men’s minds through the law of sin and guilt and spiritual death is also called:
“…the prince, of the power, of the air, the spirit, who now works, in the sons, of disobedience.”
…that spirit; that prince of the power of the air, that thing that is in the minds of the sons of disobedience; that thing that is in them and has taken over their thinking; that thing we call Satan, was tempting Jesus with a similar real temptation to the bondage Adam became subject to and reduced to, in Luke 4:5 & 6, and showed Jesus all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time; and it spoke to Jesus, and Satan said to Jesus,
“...I will give you all this power and authority that has been turned over to me, for I have a right to give it to whom I will.”
That voice wasn’t lying; otherwise it wouldn’t have been a valid temptation.
(How did this spirit, this thing, this thought-process and stronghold of thinking, this spiritual force, this thing, this spirit, which now control and manipulate the sons of disobedience; how did it first come into the power it now has?
Through Adam,
…it happened way back in the beginning; things started going wrong way back in the garden.)
The Scripture also says in 1John 5:19 that,
“…the whole world lies under the sway
(…under the influence and manipulation of)
… the wicked one.”
I want you to note though, that even though this thing, this spirit, this evil, gained influence, power, and control over mankind by messing with Adam, in his thinking, and in his heart,
…it was not actually a legal transaction,
…although for all intents and purposes; practically, it did come into power and rule.
It was actually an illegal action!
Why?
‘…because Adam did not belong to himself’
Psalm 24:1 says,
“The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof;”
“…the world and those that dwell therein.”
God was and is; He remains the sole owner of it all!
We are His!
The thief in his craftiness used ignorance and unbelief and suspicion and manipulation and deception,
…he used a lie; he used lies and manipulation and deception, to set up an illegal transaction,
…and to build up a stronghold for himself in man’s thinking,
…which he then also now maintains by force.
That power the enemy has over people became established through one thing.
Let me say it another way,
…the power of the enemy; the power of darkness lies in only one thing:
MAN’S GUILT
…the influence of that guilt; the power of it;
…the strength of that stronghold within man,
…is measured by one thing only:
THE WEAKNESS OF THE FLESH;
…the weakness of the flesh is first of all not a weakness in our body;
…it is A WEAKNESS IN OUR THINKING;
…that ties us to a mere natural mindset, a natural-minded existence, a fleshly existence, in separation from God,
…it is that false thinking, that came about in the Fall;
…it is established and reinforced through guilt and manipulation and sin-consciousness through your initial cooperation.
It all came into power because of that initial cooperation.
That lie that was introduced and embraced in the Fall;
…that very deception and wrong mindset and flawed belief-system that was embraced,
…became established.
…and the enemy uses that very stronghold of deception to maintain his power and his strong rule over man.
The enemy built up a stronghold for himself in man’s thinking,
…which he now maintains by force.
But I have news for you that will liberate you:
The enemy is nothing but a thief,
He is not the strong man he claims to be!
The so called power that he has over people is weak!
He used lies and manipulation and deception to set up that illegal transaction;
…to set up that power.
He used a legally weak transaction,
…to build up his stronghold.
It is an illegal transaction;
…and thus, it is an illegal, and therefore weak, stronghold.
And I want you to know, that, no matter how long a thief has something in his possession,
…his claims of ownership is weak,
…because the minute he is discovered, and the deception of his plot is exposed by the truth, he has to return what was stolen.
In the light of eternal truth, the lie of the enemy, and the guilt driven manipulation and sin-consciousness he uses to keep us in death; to keep us separated from God, and to control us, and to have power over us, and to have his way with us,
…in the light of that eternal truth, it loses its power and control.
I thank God for what Jesus said in John 12:31:
“Now shall the prince of this world be cast out!”
And in Luke 10:18,
“I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.”
He spoke this in relation to the successful work of redemption He was about to accomplish!
...But let us get back to what happened in Genesis.
There was nothing Adam and Eve could do to rescue themselves from that strong deception and that manipulation, or the rule of sin and of the enemy that came about through it, nor the damage that was done by it.
They could not escape what they were snared in and ruled by; they could not simply restore themselves back to God.
The separation was complete; it became a permanent condition because they remained trapped in a natural dimension through their soul-realm thinking and wrong mindset;
…through that stronghold set up and built by the enemy within them.
…even if they could re-discover the truth, there still remained the matter of legality;
…of real and binding guilt in their hearts and minds.
There still remained legitimate guilt that could not merely be overlooked.
There had to be some kind of legal transaction between them and God,
…that would, in their minds, legally, practically, remove their guilt and sin-consciousness, and restore to them in their hearts, what they had lost;
…that identity and that righteousness, that innocence, they once enjoyed in the beginning, in the presence of God;
…in their friendship with God.
You see the Fall happened to us,
…because it happened in our thinking;
…in our minds,
…and therefore it happened in our hearts, legally,
…actually,
…practically,
It became a binding reality in our spirits and lives,
But I thank God that,
…the Fall never happened to God.
God never fell,
…we did.
God never fell from His love!
We got lost and confused,
…but God never lost His way,
He made up His mind about us long before time began,
He never lost track of our value or our worth!
He never stopped loving us!
God’s mind is made up about YOU!
He knows who you truly are, and He made up His mind;
…He is never going to stop loving the real you!
That’s why He refuses to give up on you!
So, even though nothing had changed as far as the eternal unchanging God was concerned,
…concerning Him and us, and His desire for us to be His companions,
…yet, He knew and understood that, within ourselves, we lost something precious,
…we lost our INNOCENCE;
…it became a binding reality to us.
We could not just get back that innocence by ignoring sin and guilt.
God felt for us, and with us, that pain of separation,
…and He knew that pure LOVE would have to take the initiative and intervene in a legal; in a strong, binding way,
…just like a father would have to do, when trying to free a son, who got caught up in some binding illegal activity, and consequential police matter.
Even God cannot just ignore a legal matter,
…a binding matter,
…a binding reality,
I am so glad that, even though it was an illegal action, and only legally binding in our minds and hearts, and not an actual legal reality in God’s mind and heart,
…I am so glad that God could not, and did not, just ignore our binding reality; the practical reality we live in!
He did not leave us in our bondage; He came to deal with it and set us free,
…and restore, as a practical reality for us; as a legal, binding reality for us, that place we originally had in Him;
…that place we never actually lost as far as He was concerned!
You see, and I want you to get this clearly:
Even though it is an illegitimate matter as far as God is concerned, God could not just violate, in our minds and our hearts, what was legally done!
What we consider to be legal is in all practicality legally binding upon us.
It is a practical reality!
He couldn’t just forgive man’s sin,
…exactly because, in our minds and our hearts, in our incomplete, inaccurate, even warped knowledge of Him, He is known by us as “JUDGE of all the earth.”
In the natural, a judge would be considered unrighteous if he just ignored a man’s sin and forgive him anyway.
No, God had to come and deal with the matter in a legal way, in a binding manner.
It was clear that only God could do something about the situation, and He had to do it by satisfying all the legal terms required in man’s mind and heart.
God could have just given us our punishment of death and killed us, but in His mind and heart, that was not an option;
…how could He do such a thing, we were His own dear children,
…there was no way He was about to start over with another creation, when He still loves us SO MUCH!
…but let’s get back to Genesis,
You see, He could have destroyed Adam and Eve, but He loved them and gave them a promise, that one day, through the Seed (not many seeds, but the one Seed) of the woman
(…through Jesus and our absolutely legal, unbreakable, eternal association with Him),
He was going to rescue us and set us free from the dominion of that virus, that evil one, that thing that invaded us; Satan himself and his forces of darkness.
God gave Adam and Eve that promise because He is a good God, because He loves us.
He put them out of the garden because of love,
“…lest they eat also of the tree of life and remain in that fallen state forever.” (Genesis 3:22)
God never stopped loving us!
I thank God that redemption in Christ Jesus is not an after thought; a plan B,
…no, it is a restoration of TRUTH; of REALITY; of our LEGAL and PRACTICAL place in Him;
…it is a total restoration and continuation of plan A!
Every one of God’s Names in the Old Covenant represents a manifestation of His love towards His people Israel.
God chose them to be the people through whom the Seed of the women would come that would bless the whole world.
That is why they were prophetically called His people.
They were of prophetic significance and would only be God’s people as a nation, until the Messiah would come,
…then once the Messiah came, they as a nation, would no longer be God’s only, and special people,
…but now they would join the rest of the world as individuals,
…and together, from every tribe and tongue and nation (including the Jews), all those individuals who believe on the Messiah and His work of redemption, would then be His new royal priesthood, His new holy nation, a peculiar people, set apart unto Him, on the earth,
…aliens and sojourners;
…in the world, but not of the world;
…the very children of God;
…restored to their original identity as sons of God;
…they would be the real people of God,
…restored to their true Father,
…restored to that original image and likeness already within them!
Israel became God’s chosen people, God’s chosen nation, exclusively set apart, so that all the nations of the world would be blessed through them,
…but now God has chosen us believers, set apart by faith; through understanding of the gospel,
…to be His “Church,” a new holy nation, a new special people of faith, exclusively set apart unto Him,
…so that now Israel can be blessed in return through us, through the gospel, and through our intimate relationship with Him,
…and in that way, in God’s plan, not just the Jews, but all the nations together will be blessed through the gospel.
That is exactly how God’s election works,
…not to exclude, but to include;
God selects or elects one,
…through which to bless the rest!
He always has more than the individual or the one nation in mind in election.
His choice is to bless everyone, so He chooses one through whom to bless everyone, because really, everyone is included in His election;
…it seems like He excludes,
…but it is only in order to include!
God’s purpose has always been, and still is, to include and reconcile the whole world to Himself!
There are literally dozens of Scriptures and parables in the Old Covenant that liken Israel to a lover whoring around and disappointing God as her companion,
…it was all pointing to the fact that even though they as a nation and a people, were elected for a purpose, they were not truly His people, and that they too, like all the rest of the nations have been under the effects of the Fall,
…and that God was therefore going to have to reject them as a nation from being His exclusive people, when the Messiah comes,
…because they too, just like the rest of the world, will have to INDIVIDUALLY enter into the kingdom of God; into the “Church,” and become His own special people, the elect of God, individually, THROUGH FAITH;
…by embracing and believing the truth revealed and restored in Christ Jesus, the Messiah, in His work of redemption.
Isaiah 5:1-7 talks about Israel’s disappointing whoring ways as lover and companion to God:
1 “Now let me sing to my Well-beloved. A song of my Beloved regarding His vineyard;”
“My Well-beloved has a vineyard on a very fruitful hill.”
2 “He dug it up and cleared out its stones, and planted it with the choicest vine. He built a tower in its midst, and also made a winepress in it;”
“So He expected it to bring forth good grapes, but it brought forth wild grapes.”
3 “And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah; Judge, please, between Me and My vineyard.”
4 “What more could have been done to My vineyard that I had not done in it?”
“Why then, when I expected it to bring forth good grapes did it bring forth wild grapes?”
7 “For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel and the men of Judah are His pleasant plants”
“He looked for justice, but behold, oppression;”
“For righteousness, but behold, weeping.”
As His chosen people; as His prophetic people, for years and years He reached out to the nation of Israel, but they refused Him.
This was a prophetic picture indicating the state of the fallen human race and pointing to the Messiah to come through them as a people.
It is exactly because of this heritage, being children of Abraham, God’s friend; and being chosen as a people to bring in the Messiah, and because Jesus has a body that comes from them, that God has a special place in His heart for the Jews still, and desires for them, through whom the Messiah came, to understand His heart and to come into salvation.
This gospel was meant for all the nations; for all people individually,
…but especially for them who had a particularly special part to play in the coming and incarnation of Jesus,
…yet to this very day a large portion of them still reject Him, just like they did in Jesus’ day.
Can you just see His passion for them in this next verse?
Matthew 23:37,
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her!”
“How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!”
We do have God’s promise and challenge though, not to give up on these people whom He has such a special place in His heart for.
He prophesied through Paul in Romans 11:25 that their eyes will eventually be opened to see the truth and understand the gospel.
He said that God is going to use the “Church,” His new holy nation, His own special people of faith, us, the believers, to reach them and help them come to the knowledge of salvation and of the truth.
But it was not just Israel who rejected God; they were just a prophetic picture of the rest,
…it was obvious that mankind as a whole just became progressively worse and needed Jesus the Savior to come.
Psalms 8:4,
“What is man that You are mindful of him, and the son of man that You bother with him God?”
Isaiah 53:6,
“All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way;”
Romans 3:9-12 & 23,
“Are we any better than they? No, not at all, for we are all under sin’s dominion”
“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
“There is none righteous, no not one;
There is none who understands;
There is none who seeks after God.
They have all gone out of the way;
They have together become unprofitable.”
Let me tell you something; all you have to do is read your history books,
…or even still today, all you have to do is watch the news on television or open a newspaper and it becomes obvious;
…the disease that destroys humanity had fully taken root, and the symptoms abounded;
…even until now, it still abounds, within the ignorant and unbelieving.
Because of all these very many offences over time, it was like “the accuser of the brethren,” Satan himself, was crying out louder and louder, trying to get God’s attention;
…trying to mock God and degrade humankind all together by saying,
‘Hey GOD: Humanity doesn’t deserve Your love.’
You see, what he didn’t understand and still do not fully comprehend about God is that even though God has every right to destroy us,
…yet, He has made His mind up to love us and rescue us, and deliver us from this wicked one,
…because of our eternal association in Christ Jesus
He never has stopped loving us;
…because He has forever made up His mind to love us!
He loves us, even still today!
It has always been God trying to win our favor,
…not the other way around.
Companionship and intimacy is what God wants from us.
Intimacy with God is also what we need to be fulfilled.
That is what is behind the death of Jesus on our behalf.
We were all doomed to perish.
We disgraced God.
We violated His trust and insulted His goodness and kindness towards us.
In ignorance and self-deception we walked all over His love.
We came under Satan’s influence and dominion in our fall and were all living in a hell of our own making, built by us and by Satan together,
…and we were all Hell bound.
Let’s talk about Hell for a second.
O yes, Hell is so much more than just a miserable life of our own making and Satan’s making;
Hell is a real place, just like Heaven is a real place; it is a place that exists in spirit dimension.
Most people want to conveniently forget about Hell’s reality,
BUT Hell is just as real as Heaven and Earth.
The same Bible that teaches us about Heaven’s reality also teaches us about Hell’s reality.
In fact, Jesus spoke quite a bit about Hell almost just as much as He spoke about Heaven,
…but I want us to notice, and to focus, on the fact that He spoke much more about our Father’s LOVE for us, than about heaven or hell or any other reality!
Love’s reality far supersedes that of Hell;
God’s “perfect LOVE…”
“…casts out all fear!”
Listen, Hell was not created for us!
Hell was created for Satan and his angels.
Did you know that people live in hell and go to Hell by their own choosing?
God is not sending anyone to Hell!
God doesn’t want us to end up in Hell like Satan will!
God does not desire that any of us should perish!
1Timothy 2:4,
“God desires all men (all mankind; every single individual) to be saved and to come to (or to be saved by coming to) the knowledge of the truth.”
If we perish and end up in Hell it will be because of stubborn unbelief, or refusal to believe,
…it will be the inevitable result of a rejection of truth.
We count ourselves unworthy of eternal life!
But, God loves us so much…
…He loves you so much that He is not about to give up on you!
God has not given up on a single person on the face of the earth!
Love never quits trying to reach the ones they love!
1John 5:11 & 12,
11 “God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.”
12 “He who has the Son has life;”
“He who does not have the Son of God does not have life.”
How do you get the Son?
I want you to read it carefully and realize with me that the issue is not getting the Son,
…the issue is; UNDERSTANDING THAT ETERNAL LIFE that God has given us,
…and that was manifested and then redeemed and restored to us in the Son’s work of redemption.
The issue was and always will be: UNDERSTANDING!
Listen, that work of redemption was a success!
Once we believe these things and EMBRACE them,
…Jesus and the Father will manifest themselves in us and to us
…and come and make their home in us,
…by that resurrected Spirit of Christ; the Spirit of Truth, who proceeds from both the Father and the Son,
…and who comes to make these things a reality in us!
He comes to persuade us of TRUTH,
…and then Christ comes and lives in our hearts BY THAT FAITH.
As I said before, it’s A FAITH THING, from beginning to end!
As we believe these things and become persuaded in them and by them,
…we begin to experience God in reality!
That is what Jesus Himself said in John 14, 15, 16, 17.
You see, at one time we were all without hope, and without God in the world.
We were alive, but we had no LIFE. We lived in separation from God, in separation from Life Himself. We lived in death.
In ourselves, there was nothing we could do about it.
As long as the law of sin and death still legally stood against us, in our minds and in our hearts, there could be no reconciliation between us and God.
BUT God in His goodness, because of the great love with which He loved, and with which He loves us still, sent Jesus.
God put it all on the line!
He laid Himself bare, and He made His heart fully known, in a very clear way; in no uncertain terms.
Yes, it took the extravagant love of God;
…the enormous sacrifice of Christ;
…It took God at enormous personal cost,
…to demonstrate His love,
…and so, to redeem and rescue our minds and our hearts out of darkness!
John 3:16,
“For God so exceedingly much loved the world (everybody, all of us) that He sent the Son (the authentic original One; begotten only of God; our blueprint; the only Blueprint Son and Savior), Jesus Christ, that we through Him, through that work of redemption, and the truth revealed in Him, might be saved”
Romans 5:8,
“God demonstrated His own love TOWARDS US,
…in this;
…while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
You see if I have offended my friend, it is up to that friend, in their own initiative, to forgive my transgression.
In my mind and heart, I cannot justify just merely ignoring the offence.
In fact, legally, righteously, it has to be on my friends own initiative that they choose to forgive me.
It is up to them to forgive me.
It is only based on their initiative to forgive me that I find the legal grounds to embrace, in my mind and in my heart, that forgiveness and forgive myself,
…before I can even continue in the friendship, without any guilt or shame or embarrassment and self-condemnation of any sort.
This is precisely what God did!
Ephesians 2:4 & 5 says,
4 “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,”
5 “…even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved.)”
We really must stop focusing on our unworthiness and begin to focus on God’s grace, on His goodness.
He made us worthy.
Isaiah 53:5 says,
“He (Christ) was wounded for OUR transgressions, bruised for OUR iniquities.”
“The chastisement for our peace was upon Him”
Ephesians 1:6 says,
“God made us accepted in the Beloved.”
Ephesians 2:8 continues,
“By grace are you saved, through faith (through God’s faith becoming our faith), and that, not of yourself, it is the gift of God.”
And Colossians 2:13-15 says,
13 “And you, being dead in your trespasses (in other words, still being under that law of sin and death and its enslavement; yes you) He made alive together with Him,”
“…having forgiven you all trespasses,”
How did He do it?
14 “He wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us…”
(He is talking about “the law of our minds and hearts;” “the knowledge of good and evil;” “our own legalistic thinking;” “that accusation and condemnation;”
…that very sin we know and feel we have committed against Him.
He is talking about “that lie and deception from the enemy we have embraced” and the obligations which we came up with, and tried to live up to, to try and undo our guilt, and win God’s favor, but couldn’t fulfill in ourselves;
“…that religion we have embraced” and the guilt and condemnation because of it all that we couldn’t free our minds and hearts from).
“…He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.”
(He set us free from the power the law of sin and death had over our lives, by this mighty display of His love, and this totally legal action,
…because of that legal, eternal, valid association in Him)
15 “Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it”
He legally reconciled us.
His love rescued us!
He stripped the enemy of his power!
The enemy’s lies and deception and guilt-driven manipulation lost its authority!
That is fantastic news.
That’s the Gospel.
The Gospel by its own definition means:
GOOD NEWS!
God established the New Covenant in such a way that we cannot mess it up!
He established it, not with us; but with our representative,
…not between us and Him, so we can fail again in upholding our end of it, NO!
…He established the New Covenant; He actually came, and He re-established that eternal Covenant,
…between Himself and Jesus.
This is absolutely to OUR benefit.
He opened up a new and living way for us.
New to us, new in time, but not new to Him!
Now He is pleading with us to simply be reconciled on that basis;
…to come and enjoy our reconciliation;
…to come and embrace our Daddy again;
…to come and enjoy the bliss of innocence and friendship again!
2Corinthians 5:18-21 states that,
18 “...God has reconciled us (past tense) to Himself through Jesus Christ,”
19 “...God was (in Christ; He came in person) reconciling the world to Himself,”
“…not imputing their trespasses to them,”
20 “Therefore we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us:”
“…we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God,”
21 “For He made Him (Jesus) who knew no sin to be sin for us,”
“…that in Him (in His work of redemption) we might become (not slowly over time, but instantly, through faith, be restored to) the righteousness of God”
(God made a legal exchange. He made Jesus to become sin with our sinfulness, so that we might become righteous with His righteousness,
…with that original righteousness.)
Verse 17 says,
17 “Therefore…”
(Based on the right conclusion – the conclusion mentioned earlier in verse 14)
Based on that conclusion,
…based on God’s conclusion,
…based on the fact that God concluded that everyone is in Christ,
…and that everyone died in Christ,
14 “If one died for all, then all died!”
Or,
“Since one died for all, therefore all died!”
…based on that conclusion, he says,
17 “…if therefore anyone is in Christ,”
Or,
“…since therefore everyone is in Christ”
(…that person that is in Christ therefore, as God Himself has concluded)
Paul says, that person,
“…he is a new creation;”
“… old things have passed away (there in His death); behold, all things have become new.”
In Colossians 1:12-14 Paul says,
12 “God the Father has qualified us, to be partakers of the inheritance, of the saints, in the light”
(…in the light of truth; we become saints, or set apart ones, or purified ones, when we embrace God’s light; when we believe God’s truth)
13 “He has delivered us from the power of darkness (or ignorance and deception)”
“…and translated us into the kingdom of (Christ), the Son, of His love,”
14 “in Him we have redemption through His blood, (we have) the forgiveness of sins (already)”
In the Vines Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words,
…the word “redemption” means:
…the price was paid.
It means: …to purchase; to buy out
It speaks of: …to release on receipt of ransom, to release by paying a ransom price, to redeem.
It is especially used in …the purchasing of a slave with a view to his freedom, setting at liberty.
The Scriptures do not say to whom the price was paid.
The word redemption is used …to describe not only the release from the consequences of the transgressions, but from the actual transgressions themselves.
It is also used in the middle voice,
…to buy up for oneself,
…and refers to,
…buying up an opportunity or making the most of every opportunity,
…turning it to the best advantage since it cannot be recalled if missed.
I want you to understand that God didn’t need to come to negotiate with Satan for your release.
God had no dealings with the devil. He owed Satan nothing.
He fully understood that to enter into a negotiation with Satan would cost Him His throne;
…Satan would not have been satisfied with anything less.
Besides, you don’t need to negotiate with a thief.
It doesn’t matter how long something has been in the thief’s possession, it does not belong to him, and never will.
No, God didn’t come and bargain with Satan,
…He didn’t need to.
God came to negotiate with us.
If He was trying to buy back a used up humanity from the devil, He could have tried to pay the lowest possible bargain price,
…but no, He paid the highest price;
He placed the highest value upon our lives,
…upon us, upon YOU,
…because He wasn’t negotiating a transaction with the devil;
…He was dealing with us.
He had to cancel our debt, in order to rescue our minds and hearts.
His transaction had to convince us;
…of our worth and of our value to Him still!
In that negotiation; in that transaction on that cross, He, without even dealing with the devil directly, totally defeated the devil and stripped him of all his authority,
…by disarming and exposing him,
…making a public spectacle of his lies and deception.
In revealing the truth of His love for us, God embarrassed the devil publicly, and took away what the devil used as leverage to maintain power over us, when He (God) canceled our debt, and thus proved to us that we are of the highest value to Him still,
…and so, by so doing, He cancelled out the fall and all its consequences, and released us from the debt, of our minds and hearts,
…the debt, He now proved, we never really owed.
You see, IN TIME, God had to come and through that act on the cross, pay our debt, and thus forgive us.
IN TIME, IN CHRIST, He dealt so thoroughly with that debt of sin that He could remove it totally from His own mind and never even remember it again.
There are lots of Scripture that declares that God has, in Christ, forgiven us and “removed our sins from us as far as the east is from the west,” and that, “our sins and lawless deeds He will remember no more.”
“In Him we have redemption, the forgiveness of our sins.”
Thus, IN TIME God forgave us, and proved to us our forgiveness,
…but IN ETERNITY, IN THE ETERNAL AGES PAST, God already forgave us, before there ever was a redemption, in fact, He forgave us, even before the Fall, even before creation.
From that realm outside of time, from the realm of ETERNITY, He saw the end from the beginning, and chose not to hold anything against us.
Thus, in His mind and heart, the Lamb (Christ Jesus) was slain, from before the foundations of the earth.
God never lost track of the truth about us.
We may have been deceived; we may have fallen away from truth and from Him; we may have fallen into sin and into darkness, BUT HE NEVER DID.
It is an ETERNAL REALITY that God never stopped loving us, and overlooked the times of ignorance.
It is an ETERNAL REALITY that He did not hold our trespasses against us, and thus, in His own heart, He never actually needed to forgive us of anything.
The price He paid, had to be to us, so that it could be seen and received and embraced as final confirmation of His love for us,
…so as to fully convince us of our worth and our value to Him still,
…in spite of the Fall.
He had to rescue our minds and hearts from strongholds of darkness;
…from lies and deception and ignorance and sin and guilt and condemnation!
AND HE DID SO, IN THE WORK OF REDEMPTION.
In redemption, God gave us a time in which something is seasonable, i.e., a seasonable opportunity,
…to believe in His love,
…to embrace the work of salvation,
…and be reconciled to Him!
Allow me to expand on these radical thoughts about God not coming to bargain or negotiate with Satan, but with us,
…and about God, “…not imputing our trespasses to us;”
…about Him, coming in person, not to deal with any legal reality in His own mind and heart, but to undo the binding reality of our minds and hearts,
Allow me to expand on these radical thoughts just a little more …about Him coming, to cancel our debt, that exists in our minds and hearts, in order to rescue our minds and hearts.
…so you can get it cemented and established in your own heart and mind,
…because, for so terribly long, humanity as a whole, and we ourselves also, for most of our lives, have had such an inaccurate warped view of God,
…that it might be hard for some of you to accept what I am saying,
…or even, to grasp it, and try and hold on to it, and retain it.
…but allow God to create a new mindset in you, a new way of thinking, a new wineskin, to be able to hold and accommodate and enjoy a new relationship with Him.
…to be able to enjoy Him for who He truly is.
…to be able to enjoy the new wine of the Spirit; the extravagant love of your Daddy God for YOU!
You see, the cross does not satisfy the anger of God; it satisfies His most holy love.
The self-sacrifice of Jesus reveals that God is not the bloodthirsty deity we imagined.
It was actually humanity; we were the bloodthirsty ones that hated Him and wanted to murder Him,
…and we did murder Him,
…and many murder Him still today!
God is not the one who has hate and murder in His heart towards us, no, it’s the other way around.
We were the angry deities; the angry entities that needed to be satisfied, not Him.
The cross exposes humanity’s hostility and rejection towards God,
…it exposes our violence towards Him,
…and in this act, in which He allows evil to do its worst to Him,
…in this act, in which He demonstrates His love, He totally exposes and thereby destroys evil.
Colossians 2:14 in the Mirror Bible says,
“...The hands of fallen man struck the body of Jesus with the blows of their religious hatred and fury, when they nailed his bloodied body to the tree; they did not realize that, in the mystery of God's economy, Jesus was the scapegoat of the entire human race!”
(Read also Isaiah 53:4 & 5)
You see, the cross was not necessitated by an angry vengeful God.
Neither was the cross the necessary payment to satisfy a God who is bound by a sense of justice and therefore demands blood.
In other words, the wrong idea we had, that God is a judge who just couldn’t get over our sin, is replaced.
…It is replaced with the revelation, from God, that God is a Father,
…a Daddy, who simply couldn’t get over US, His children.
It is God, who takes the initiative, to identify with us, to the uttermost,
…and in doing so, He brings healing to both the victims, and the perpetrators, of evil.
The cross was the entire Godhead’s undignified, public display of affection towards mankind, just to win our hearts back!
Jesus reveals a God who would rather face judgment, die, and go to hell, Himself, than to live without YOU!
Please get my book, “God’s Inheritance in You!” if you want to understand some of these things more fully, as well as my book on, “God’s Eternal Purpose,” and perhaps also my book, “You are Innocent!”
Chapter 5
God’s pursuit of us is meant to free us from the pursuit of empty alternatives!
In 2Corinthians 5:20 Paul says,
“We implore you, on Christ’s behalf, as though God were pleading through us, be reconciled to God.”
Paul was writing this to people who should have had a handle on the truth about God and His love for them, and therefore also about themselves, but instead, they were losing sight of the truth;
…they were growing dull of hearing and hardness of heart was beginning to set in, they were falling back into mere religion without the substance and passion of being in love, because of mixed teaching; half-truths.
This made room for darkness in their thinking about God and about themselves.
This distraction from the truth of their redemption and reconciliation to God in true friendship and an intimate love-relationship, caused them to get caught up again in the flesh,
“…living like mere men;”
…deception was setting in again.
In that state of watered down faith, and compromise, the alternative attractions and addictive narcotic effects of a mere fleshly existence, was beginning to have a strong appeal and influence upon them again.
Sin was beginning to creep in again.
Living your life by a mere natural-minded identity will lull you to sleep spiritually,
…and trap you in a lesser existence;
…a lesser experience and expression of life!
Only deception can make a fake pretense of a life attractive!
The deceptive allurement of this natural world as well as man-made religious teachings and wrong thinking will make you lose track of truth,
…and either make you slip back into works and performance, in your relationship with God,
…or cause you to fall out of love with God.
Religion is a pore replacement for a genuine relationship with Father God, as Daddy!
Religion is rather empty!
Even more empty than the lusts (strong but rather empty desires and passions of this world!
Religion without reality;
…religion without the reality of God;
…religion without reality with God;
…without enjoying God’s truth and love,
…without an intimate relationship with Him, which the truth of your origin and redemption affords you,
…is absolutely empty,
…and without that love affair with God,
…wrapped up in His truth;
…without that reality of God and of love sustaining you, you die inside and begin again to live a hollow shell of a life;
…the only other option, the only other alternative, the only other alternative fulfillment then, is to go back to a life of addiction to the flesh,
…trying to at least feel alive, even though you are not!
…trying to fill the gaping void in your heart with an inferior love;
…the love of self,
…the love of the world and the lusts (strong but rather empty misguided passions) thereof,
…and in that state of pursuing alternative fulfillment, you begin to simply neglect and ignore God altogether.
‘Wait a minute brother Rudi? We thought that once we accepted Jesus’ sacrifice on our behalf and prayed the sinners’ prayer for salvation that we were reconciled to God, and that we were secure,
…why are you writing this to us?
…We have done what our religion requires of us!’
I am sure the people Paul was writing to, may have had the same reaction,
…and I can just imagine Paul’s response:
‘You might think you are totally reconciled in relationship to God,
…but reconciliation implies so much more than a distant relationship;
…so much more than a shallow or fake religious kind of relationship.’
‘Not until you are totally engaged and immersed in intimate friendship and fellowship with God, are you actually enjoying what it means, to be reconciled with God.’
Relationship without intimate companionship is rather empty.
The whole purpose of relationship is intimate friendship and fellowship.
In Jeremiah 24:7 God says,
“I will give them a new heart to know and to LOVE ME.”
All He wants is for us to start embracing His truth and His love;
…to stop resisting Him,
…to stop resisting His truth and His love, and to start resisting Satan, and religion, with its lies and empty deception!
God didn’t lower His standards of godliness, or somehow change His design for us, when Jesus came to die for our sins.
He didn’t have a compromised standard of design in mind for us;
…a lesser life than our authentic original blueprint design;
…living life to the fullest together with Him,
…giving full expression to that love we enjoy between us and Him,
…giving full expression to the image and likeness, of the One, who is love,
…giving full expression to that authentic life we enjoy,
…to that joy, and that peace; that genuine contentment and that fulfillment and that righteousness,
…to that love nature, and that authentic life together with God, we were made to enjoy and give expression to!
The blood of Jesus doesn’t mean that God has decided to let go of His standards and now just conveniently overlooks sin.
What was previously unacceptable didn’t now all of a sudden become acceptable because of the cross.
God is not into compromise.
If it was unacceptable before, it is still unacceptable now.
Sin is unacceptable, because God knows and cannot be fooled by a fake alternative to reality!
And neither should you!
God knows and He has revealed the truth about you;
He knows and He has revealed the truth of your design,
…everything outside of that design is a lie and deception.
Living any inferior kind of life to that design is not what He had in mind when He designed you;
…that alternative is totally unacceptable to Him, and should also be to you.
He wants you to enjoy life together with Him, and to enjoy the life of your original design, to its fullest,
…and He knows that living outside of that design, will only lead to your destruction.
He came to rescue us out of self-destruct mode!
Redemption is not God’s copout;
…it is God restoring man back to his original design, back to an authentic life, back to the way life was meant to be lived.
We weren’t designed for sin, but for God and His life;
…for an intimate love relationship with God,
…giving full expression to that original image and likeness we were made in.
We were designed to share the life and the glory and the beauty of God!
We were designed to give full expression to the Divine nature, to the love-nature of God!
We were not designed for sin!
God wants us to begin to realize and believe the love He has for us.
God wants us to begin to realize and believe what we were designed for.
God wants us to fall in love with Him, as much as He has always been in love with us.
Have you ever noticed two people that have recently fallen in love?
That relationship becomes of utmost importance to them. They are almost never apart.
Their commitment and faithfulness is inspired by their intense love for one another.
Hey listen; God wants His initiative to quicken a response of love and devotion from our hearts towards Him.
God won’t share us with idols, with any fake alternative, and that’s a fact.
An idol is anything, any alternative that tries to take His place, even if it is just in subtle ways;
…it is anything that takes away the allegiance and devotion of your heart to Him.
We must not allow ourselves to be distracted from that all-fulfilling love affair with God,
…through wrong man-made religious ideas,
…or through getting caught up in the love of this world and the things in it!
We must not allow ourselves to become distracted from the love of God,
…nor from living out our true identity; that image and likeness we were designed to enjoy within ourselves and give expression to!
Jesus in all His teachings always brought things back to the focus of our hearts.
It’s all about the devotion of our hearts.
It’s all about what you treasure.
In Luke 8:14 Jesus talks about treasuring God’s authentic truth and love,
…and He talks about the things that compete with God’s truth and love,
…and tries to prevent God’s truth and love from finding its rightful place in our hearts,
…from germinating, setting down roots, growing and maturing in us, and bearing fruit.
He put it this way,
“The seed that fell among the thorns and the thistles represent those who hear the Word of God,
…but then choke themselves with the worries, riches and pleasures of this world,
(…they lose their life and joy because they are consumed by the cares of this world, and live their lives for the lusts of the flesh)
…and their fruit never matures.”
(Their relationship with God is never allowed to blossom into a full blown love-affair with Him,
…because His truth and love is not embraced and treasured like it should be.
They do not value the truth of God and a love-relationship with God, for what it is,
…they do not value it enough, because they do not see much worth in it.
…obviously they are deceived and do not even know it!)
In Matthew 6:19-33, Jesus encourages us to embrace and value God’s truth and love above all else,
He says,
19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal;”
20 “but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven (…in the unseen realm of spiritual reality, in spirit dimension, in the realm of spirit truth and relationship with God, in the spirit realm, in your heart, in the realm of true joy and peace and contentment, and life), where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.”
21 “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also”
22 “The lamp of the body is the eye…”
(In other words; that which gives you understanding or enlightenment;
…or, that which influences your way of thinking.
He is talking about your focus…
He is talking about what you see…
…what has your attention or devotion.
…what you really value in life!
He was really talking about the influence of the TRUTH you focus on, or the influence of the DECEPTION you choose to focus on.)
“If therefore your eye (your focus; what has your attention and devotion) is good,
…your whole body will be full of light.”
23 “But if your eye (your focus; what has your attention and devotion) is bad
(…if it is inaccurate, or blind, or dark, or negative, or empty, if it has no real substance and fulfillment),
…your whole body will be full of darkness.”
“If therefore the light that is in you is darkness,
…how great is that darkness indeed!”
24 “No one can serve (be devoted to) two masters (It’s an impossibility);”
(Your life and your conduct; your whole experience in life, will follow the focus and devotion of your heart!)
“…for either, he will hate the one and love the other,”
“…or, let me put it this way:”
“…he will be loyal (devoted) to the one and despise the other.”
(In other words, it is an unavoidable inevitability).
“No one can serve (be devoted to) two masters (It’s an impossibility);”
“You cannot serve God and mammon (money).”
(You cannot be devoted to God,
…and be devoted to money and earthly treasures.
You will never be able to successfully divide the devotion of your heart like that.
It is an impossibility).
The things of the flesh will never be able to compete with the love of God in value,
…or replace it,
…and become an alternative, a substitute for it.
You will either be devoted to the one, or the other, but not both!
You are going to have to choose between the two!
He is talking about this internal conflict in our hearts;
…this self-destruct mode of pursuing alternative fulfillment,
…even trying to find it in things that cannot possibly permanently satisfy.
It is a pursuit of sin.
(In other words, it is missing the point. It is missing the mark. It is an empty alternative, an empty pursuit outside of our actual design).
That pursuit of sin,
…is driven by emptiness;
…a conflict of interests within our hearts which cannot be resolved,
…until we grasp the truth of our origin, and our redemption and reconciliation back to that origin, back to God our Father, our true Daddy,
…and the Spirit of truth awakens the love of God in our hearts,
…through revelation into the truth of who we truly are,
…and of our Daddy’s love for us.
Only then, through faith, and not before then, can we actually make the intelligent choice and walk in true friendship with God.
This love for God and for life and for others and for our true selves; our original design, is only kindled and kept alive through faith,
…through an intimate fellowship with God in the TRUTH;
…sharing His knowledge with Him;
…having the same understanding and persuasion of TRUTH and of LOVE and of REALITY as He has!
Developing and maintaining that persuasion and that intimacy in the TRUTH takes time to solidify in our hearts,
…and therefore it demands some undivided attention.
Jesus challenged us again in Matthew 6:25-33, about being consumed by the cares of this world, and therefore living our lives for the lusts of the flesh,
He said,
25 “...do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on.”
“Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing?”
In other words, STOP being driven by anxiety.
It becomes a significant distraction to your intimate fellowship with God, and your enjoyment of life.
When we realize and finally believe that God truly, perfectly loves us,
…then we will know that He is trustworthy.
We will KNOW that, He will take care of us.
It will drive all fear from our hearts.
26 “Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns;”
“…and YET, your Heavenly Father feeds them.”
“Are you not of much more value than they?”
27 “Which of you by worrying can add one cubit (18 inches) to his stature (…to his height)?”
28 “So why do you worry about your clothing?”
“Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin;”
29 “and YET, I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed (clothed, or dressed) like one of these.”
30 “Now, if God so clothes the grass of the field, which exists today, and are gone tomorrow,
…will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith (…of little trust)?”
(…or of little revelation; of little understanding of the truth – one who is not persuaded by God’s truth and love yet)
31 “Therefore, do not worry about your life, saying,”
‘What shall I eat?’
Or,
‘What shall I drink?’
Or,
‘What shall I wear?’
32 “For after all these things the Gentiles seek.”
(…the “gentiles;” the people of this world who do not know God, and do not know the truth of His love, and live for the lusts of the flesh.
He is talking about those who have hardly any real relationship with God;
…they live their lives in the empty pursuit of these things.)
He says,
“Your Heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.”
33 “BUT (as for you,) seek (look for, pursue after, rather desire, treasure, embrace) first the Kingdom of God (His indwelling, His reality, the rule and reign of truth and of His love in your heart) and His righteousness (that spirit identity, that original design and true identity, that image and likeness of Himself which He has placed inside you from the beginning of your existence already),”
“Seek, pursue after, treasure, embrace and live by these things, enjoy these realities, let them become such a part of who you are, embrace your daddy’s indwelling,”
“…and all these things shall be added to you.”
Because,
“Your Heavenly Father knows that you need all these things and shall add them unto you as you need them.”
Jesus re-emphasized these things again in Matthew 10:29-31,
29 “Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin?”
“And yet, not one of them falls to the ground, apart from your Father’s will.”
(In other words, nothing takes Him by surprise or escapes His attention.
He is not unaware of what goes on here on this planet on a split second to split second basis.
That means: God is not some distant uninterested God living His life in separation from us.
He is not far from any one of us.
In Him we live and move and have our being.
In Him all things consist, or find their place of belonging and significance and existence)
30 “But the very hairs on your head are all numbered.”
31 “Do not fear THEREFORE;”
“You are of more value than many sparrows.”
In Matthew 7:13 & 14 we read again how important it is to become focused and single-minded when it comes to treasuring God’s truth and love in our hearts.
Jesus used word-pictures and He warns us again,
13 “Enter by the narrow gate,” he says;
(He was talking about being fully persuaded, and therefore single-minded, or narrow-minded, in the truth and love of God.)
“…for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction,”
(Deception can take on many forms.)
“…and there are many who go in by it.”
Every one of us has our own believing to do, and our own choices to make,
…but quite often people remain messed up in their beliefs, and inevitably therefore make the wrong choices,
…because, unfortunately then, they cannot help but continue to have the wrong pursuits.
How valuable are your pursuits after the things of the flesh really, in the light of eternity?
14 “Because narrow is the gate and difficult (or exclusive, free from distractions) is the way which leads to life, eternal life, real life, life more abundantly,”
(…it is always a challenge to not only come to the right conclusions in your faith, in what you believe, but to hold on to those conclusions,
…it takes genuine revelation into God’s truth and love to discover that exclusive, distraction free way of living,)
“…and there are few who find it.”
(Not because it can’t be found, but because,
…many are either too distracted and consumed by the cares of this world, by anxieties and fears,
…and therefore too busy living for the lusts of the flesh,
…or they are too distracted and consumed by this world and the things in this world,
…too busy living for the lusts of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life!)
You see, it is such a subtle thing sometimes!
This is how you can test where your heart is really at:
You are still in bondage when you cannot walk away from something.
What you cannot walk away from owns you.
You will only be truly free from something when you can walk away from it.
It is astonishing how we find an alternative identity and fulfillment in our money and our stuff.
Your true fulfillment and identity is not in those things!
The things you own cannot define you or truly add value to your life, neither can your money.
Your worth is not in those things!
Life is more than food and clothing!
Your value and worth has been established and forever settled in God’s heart!
…and revealed to you in the price God was prepared to pay to prove that love, to prove that worth and value to you!
He loves you!
You are His!
That is your real value and worth!
You belong in your Daddy’s heart!
That is where you belong!
That is the only place where your heart can find its true acceptance and fulfillment,
…its place of true belonging, value, and worth!
Sure, God wants us to be blessed and to have things,
…but it is astounding how easily our souls get attached to, and looks for alternative satisfaction from our money and our things,
…because we lose sight of who we truly are and where our true satisfaction, value and worth actually lie.
Instead of owning things, the things end up owning us,
…and in the empty pursuit of obtaining those things,
…we lose sight of everything else of true value,
…we even lose ourselves!
In Proverbs 23:4 & 5, we find an instruction, which is more than just good advice,
4 “Do not overwork to be rich;”
“…because of what you already know, I beg of you, cease!”
5 “Will you set your eyes on that which is not? (…which is worth very little, and doesn’t last?)”
“For riches certainly make themselves wings, they fly away like an eagle toward heaven.”
Paul also instructed his spiritual son, Timothy, and warned him, and us, in 1Timothy 6:6-11,
6 “Godliness with contentment is great gain”
(Being content with being your Daddy’s child, living life with Him and acting like Him is great gain [true riches].
It is the only thing that adds true and lasting value and fulfillment to your life.)
7 “For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain, we can carry nothing out.”
8 “And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content.”
9 “But those who desire to be rich,
(…those who pursue empty alternatives, worldly riches and fake temporary treasures,)
…they fall into temptation and a snare,
…and into many foolish and harmful lusts,
(Strong but rather empty desires and addictions),
“These many foolish and harmful lusts,
(…these strong but rather empty desires, passions and alternative pursuits)
…drown men in destruction and perdition.”
10 “For THE LOVE of money and things, is a root of all kinds of evil,”
“…some have strayed from the true Christian faith in their greediness,”
“…and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.”
11 “But you, O man and woman of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness!”
(…pursue your true identity and your original design instead;
…pursue intimate friendship and fellowship with God instead;
…pursue a life free from the lusts of the flesh;
…free from empty, temporary alternative fulfillment that is not true fulfillment at all.
No matter how strong the appeal of those temptations and illusions and deceptions are,
…they remain an empty pursuit of alternative fulfillment outside of God’s love and friendship.
By now you should know it’s a lie, a mirage; a ruse),
“…pursue godliness, faith, love, patience and gentleness (instead).”
James, the natural born brother of Jesus Himself, also warned us in James 3:16,
“Where self-seeking and envy exist,
(These things are the fruit of deception, the fruit of the Fall. Were these things continue to exist), confusion and every other evil thing will be there also.”
He says in James 4:1-5,
1 “Why do you fight with everything and everybody?”
(In other words, where does most of the stress, raging within you, and within your life, come from?)
“Does it not come from your desires for pleasure, warring within you?”
(Does it not come from the lusts; from the strong but rather empty desires of the flesh; of the natural-minded and natural-oriented man?)
2 “You desire (you passionately lust after) and do not have and so you are angry with others and use and abuse your relationships, because you covet and cannot obtain,”
(…and when you do, it doesn’t fulfill you.)
“You fight and war all the time...”
3 “You pray and ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures.”
4 “Adulterers and adulteresses!”
“Do you not know that friendship with this world is enmity (It causes serious conflict in your heart when it comes to your devotion in a love-relationship) with God?”
It distorts truth and robs you of everything God has in mind for you in relationship with Him and others.
Outside of God’s love, outside of that love also reigning and finding expression in us, what do we really truly have?
“Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of this world makes himself God’s enemy once again.”
(It is not God who becomes your enemy; it is you who drift away,
…and end up resisting and opposing everything good God desires for you and for others.
You end up living as if Jesus never even came and revealed the truth and the love of God for you, and redeemed your life!)
5 “Or does the Scripture say in vain, ‘The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously!’
Listen, God yearns after you!
His desire is for you!
He wants intimate friendship, fellowship, companionship, and devotion,
…a soul mate!
It is only the knowledge of the truth, and the love of our Daddy God, that can truly set us free,
…and cause us to finally embrace the fact; the reality that we have been delivered from the power of darkness.
If we correctly understand God’s love for us,
…we will know that we cannot abuse it.
And if we begin to enjoy and treasure that intimate love-relationship with Him, as much as He does with us,
…we will not tolerate the empty pursuit of alternatives in our lives,
…we will begin to hate sin and idolatry as much as He does.
You cannot say:
‘I love Him, BUT I love this sin too.’
That’s being deceived,
…that’s becoming familiar;
…that’s playing games with God.
Jesus didn’t die so you can continue in sin,
…in an empty pursuit of alternatives,
…an empty pursuit of that which is fake and not real!
…an empty pursuit of alternative fulfillment that does not even satisfy!
Paul warns us against entertaining sin in our lives, in Romans 6:1 & 2,
1 “Shall we now continue in sin that grace may just continue to abound?”
2 “Certainly not!”
Living with that kind of casual attitude towards sin and towards God’s love;
…living with that kind of double-mindedness about your love-relationship with God is detestable and disgusting, an abomination to god, and rightly so!
The Scriptures calls it: becoming lukewarm.
Have you ever enjoyed a lovely glass of lukewarm water?
…no?
…my point exactly!
In Revelation 3:15-20, we read about some Christians, who developed wrong attitudes because they deceived themselves,
…and therefore it turned their Christianity into an unpalatable vomitus thing to God, and I am sure to others also.
He said to them,
15 “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could which you were cold or hot.”
16 “So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew you out of My mouth.”
(They may have thought, ‘What are you talking about Lord?’
And I can just imagine His response to them, ‘Listen, the reason why I feel this way about you is,)
17 “…because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’
“…and yet you do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked”
He goes on to say,
Verse 18,
18 “I counsel you to buy from Me, gold, refined in the fire,”
(He is talking about faith that is pure;
…a heart full of pure devotion to God!
Its passion is derived directly from God’s Truth and love.
That kind of faith and love is more precious than even fine gold;
He essentially says,
‘Let My faith in you and about you inspire your faith and love and become the source of your faith and love’)
“…that you may be truly rich;”
“…and (receive from Me) white garments,”
(…undefiled, like a brides white dress on her wedding day),
“…so that you may be clothed,”
(…with a heart full of love and faith and pure devotion,)
“…so that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed;”
“…and anoint your eyes with eye salve, so that you may see!”
(…so that you may no longer be deceived, so that you may no longer be blinded by deception, by self-delusion and hypocrisy, by that which is fake, by alternative false fulfillment.
…so that you may see what I see; so that you may see the truth; so that you may see My love for you).”
19 “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten (through truth).”
“Therefore be zealous (be eager) and repent.”
(“Repent:” or “METANOIA” in the Greek, means – to come to such a revelation of the truth, that it may radically change your mind; your way of thinking, about yourself, and about life, and about God, and about others, to such a degree that it changes your heart attitude and your actions towards yourself, and towards God, and towards others).
God says,
20 “Behold I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him, and dine with him, and he with Me.”
(He is talking about our enjoyment of one another, Him and us united, on the same page in true friendship; He is talking about having sweet intimate “KOINONIA” or “fellowship” together in genuine pure love for each other.)
If you are one of those Christians who are dabbling in (and secretly in love with) pornography;
…you are ruled by lust my friend;
…by a strong but rather empty desire.
It is the oldest, most inner destructive addiction known to man;
…and it has become your pet sin;
…your empty idol you cling to and protect,
…through self-delusion and self-deception,
…but you too can be free today!
Don’t be like so many, who, when they find out God does not approve of their destructive pattern, their response is:
‘Well, I’m only human; or, I’m only looking, what’s the harm in that?’
‘I’m not hurting anybody!’
They often say to me,
‘It’s okay. I don’t care what you say; God still loves me, besides I am only appreciating His creation.’
But no, listen, actually quite the opposite is true.
They are degrading God’s creation, not appreciating it.
It is not art. It is sin!
They are in self-destruct mode,
…and they are unknowingly dragging others into it.
They have disrespected God’s creation, His masterpiece, the human body!
…not only their own, but that of other people as well.
According to Jesus they have already committed fornication or adultery in their heart.
They have stripped the human body of dignity,
…and degraded a holy thing into something of very little value.
We are all of much more value than that!
Paul asks some very pertinent questions of some Christians in 1Corinthians 6,
…and in asking those questions he explains things that should be obvious, at least to everyone who calls themselves a lover of God, or a believer, and a Christian.
He says in verse 15 and also in verse 18-20,
15 “Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?”
“Shall I then take the members of Christ and engage those members in homosexuality, or even just make them members of a harlot?”
“…Certainly not!”
Obviously he is not talking about marriage between one man and one woman here, which is wholesome, and a natural institution by God.
That marriage between one man and one woman, and the intimacy they enjoy with each other, is pure and born out of love, and it is a prophetic picture pointing to the spiritual intimacy and union we enjoy between us and God.
Such a thing as marriage and intimacy with another person within that marriage is not something we enter into casually in the natural. It is not something that is available and open to outsiders,
…and in the spiritual it is exactly the same.
This love relationship we enjoy with our Maker is not to be entered in casual devotion!
Because it is such a sacred thing in both the natural and the spiritual,
…and because it has spiritual consequences when we begin to fall into idolatry in this area of our lives and look to it for false alternative fulfillment,
…that is why Paul by inspiration of the Holy Spirit of God says in verse 18,
18 “Flee sexual immorality.”
“Every sin that a man does is outside the body,”
“…but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body (and the body of the person he is committing the fornication with).”
He continues in verse 19,
19 “Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you,”
“…whom you have from God,”
“…and you are not your own?”
20 “For you were bought at the highest price;”
“…therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit,”
“…which are God’s!”
He says and reiterates again in 1Corinthians 10:21 & 22,
21 “You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons;”
“…you cannot partake of the Lords table and the table of demons.”
22 “Or do we provoke the Lord to jealousy?”
“Are we stronger than Him?”
He says in Hebrews 12:14,
“Pursue (that) holiness,
(…the holiness of love and pure devotion to God that truth and faith alone awaken),
…without which no one will see (will be able to have a genuine relationship and friendship with) the Lord.”
Paul tries his best in Hebrews 2:3 to exhort us:
“Don’t neglect so great a salvation.”
In Galatians 5:1 he says,
“Stand fast therefore,”
“…in the liberty by which Christ has made us free,”
“…and do not be entangled again,”
“…with a yoke of bondage.”
Chapter 6
Abiding in the Son and in the Father
John made these profound statements in 1John 5:18-21,
18 “We know that whoever is born of God does not (continue in) sin, but he who has been born of God keeps himself (that means you can), and the wicked one does not touch him.”
19 “We know that we are of God (even though) the whole world lies under the sway (influence, manipulation of) the wicked one.”
It’s the knowledge that we are of God; that His image and likeness is our true identity; it is the knowledge that He truly loves us that becomes the fuel for change in your behavior.
God has revealed truth;
He has made available to you, His reality,
…why continue in a lesser reality;
…why live a lesser life, when authentic life stares you right in the face;
I mean, in the light of the real truth about you revealed, by God Himself, why live a lie?
…why continue in an empty fake existence!
20 “And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding,”
“…so that we may know Him who is true;”
“…and we are in Him who is true,”
“…in His Son, Jesus Christ.”
“This is the true God, and eternal life.”
21 “Little children, keep yourselves from idols!”
God has laid aside all the hurt and disappointment of the past, and revealed the truth.
Now Repentance or METANOIA (a radical and complete change of mind about us and about God and about others; a total change of heart attitude and actions towards ourselves and towards Him and towards others) is the only appropriate response.
Paul then also says, in 2Corinthians 7:1,
1 “Therefore, having these exceedingly great and precious promises, or realities, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit,
…perfecting holiness (perfecting our enjoyment of righteousness; our intimate relationship with God in the truth, as well as our expression of our righteousness, of our original design and true authentic spirit identity) in the fear (in the respect, love, and adoration) of God.”
In 1John 3:3 John also says,
“And everyone who has this hope in Him,
(…everyone who has this living desire and expectation, of enjoying God’s friendship and closeness, and of enjoying righteousness, and of enjoying an eternal life with God)
…everyone who has a desire for these things, and has an expectation of enjoying these things, purifies himself, just as He is pure.”
In verse 7 he says that,
7 ‘He who practices righteousness…
(…he who practices the truth as it is revealed by God,
…he who practices intimate relationship with God and walks in true fellowship and friendship with God by believing and embracing these things concerning salvation and redemption of their original design and true identity,)
…is righteous, just as He is righteous.’
That is why Paul says in Romans 8:1,
1 ‘There is therefore NOW no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,
(…for those who abide in the reality of their union with Him)
…who walk according to the Spirit (according to their true spirit identity and design) and do not walk according to the flesh (according to their natural identity, according to that old fallen deceived mindset inherited from the Fall).’
Hallelujah!!!
John says in 1John 2:1,
1 “…these things I write to you, so that you may not sin.”
(In other words: Wake up! Snap out of it! Grow up! The grace of God is not an excuse for sin!)
And then he says,
“IF anyone sins (not when, but IF anyone does blow it and gets lured into a temptation),
John says,
“…we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”
(And this is also not a license to sin or giving you an excuse, making room for weakness)
Jesus is not up in Heaven right now defending our wrong actions before the Father.
He is not up there trying to work a little deal with God on our behalf,
Saying something like,
‘Hey, Father, let’s just give so-and-so another chance okay, look how they’re struggling down there,’
‘…at least so-and-so is trying.’
No! Jesus’ advocacy is a legal office. Its reality is founded in His blood, in His substitutionary work on the cross, by which we were forgiven and redeemed.
His advocacy is for our benefit.
If He is arguing any case right now, it is not before God,
…but, before you.
He is trying to get you to see The Truth,
…and to believe, and embrace, and abide in The Truth.
You see, God is not fooling Himself; He clearly sees and knows everything,
…but He prefers to live by a greater Truth about you.
He fills His mind, not with your sin,
…but He fills His mind with the reality of the New Covenant,
…with the reality of you being His child,
…with the reality of you being a New Creation,
…and He wants you to do the same.
He wants these truths, to so fill your heart and mind that they become greater,
…of greater reality and greater consequence and greater influence,
…than what the natural has to say about you.
He wants these truths to completely fill your heart and mind.
Why?
…because it is the only way for you to consistently walk free and stay free.
If you find yourself in the mud, get up and get out of that mess!
Quit struggling with your struggling,
…and get caught up in God’s love and God’s eternal truths about you!
In 1John 2:6 John says,
6 “He who says he abides in Him,”
…ought himself,
(…naturally as a result of that abiding in Him,)
…also then, to walk just as He walked.”
This is not wishful thinking.
The ability to do this; to walk abiding in Him, to walk, abiding in the truth,
…to walk as He walked,
…is a reality to those who set their heart,
…not just their mind, but their heart, on believing and embracing The Truth,
…therefore, practicing The Truth;
…practicing righteousness.
These things are a reality to the genuine believer, not the hypocrites, but to the real Christian,
…or else John, and God through John’s writings, never would have said so.
How do we get there?
John gives us the answer plainly in 1John 2:24,
24 “Therefore let that abide in you which you heard (concerning that which was) from the beginning.”
“If what you heard (concerning that which was) from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father.”
(Again, this abiding, this [dwelling,] is not a casual thing.)
Paul said in his second letter to the Corinthians, in chapter 11:2,
“I betrothed you to Christ, to be a chaste virgin.”
How in the world did Paul accomplish this?
What did He use to impact their hearts to such a degree that they would actually do it?
The answer is found in Ephesians 5:25-27.
He did it,
“By the washing of the water of the Word of His love (the Word, the gospel about God’s love, the message about Jesus’ love).”
(That gospel, that Word about Father God’s love and about Jesus’ love had the same purifying effect upon their hearts, as a thorough washing would have, upon the body.)
So, in the light of what we have heard,
…in the light of such tremendous love as God has for us,
…in the light of being totally reconciled and restored to intimate relationship with God, our true Daddy,
…in the light of such tremendous truth revealed and made known to us,
…concerning our original design and true authentic spirit identity, revealed and restored to us in Jesus, in that great work of redemption,
…let us no longer disappoint ourselves.
Disappoint ourselves?
Instead of fulfilling us, our idols, our false alternative pursuits of fulfillment leave us empty.
We think they bring us happiness, but that fountain of happiness dries up real quickly;
…then it’s on to the next thing and the next thing again,
…BUT the void remains.
Our true fulfillment is only found in intimate companionship and friendship and fellowship with God.
…it is only found in being our Father’s image and likeness, expressing that Divine nature; that love nature!
True fulfillment is only found in living out our true authentic spirit identity and original authentic design;
…our true design, as children of God,
…it is only found in intimate companionship and friendship and fellowship with God, our Father, our Daddy.
So, let us not disappoint God either!
Disappoint God?
Yea, Paul greets the saints in Ephesians 6:23 & 24, and this is what he says,
23 “Pease to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ”
24 “Grace (God’s favor and friendship) be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity”
He says,
“…love with faith from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ...”
God put it all on the line, He gave His heart to us on a platter.
He entrusted us with His love.
He trusts us with His heart,
…with His satisfaction and fulfillment,
…with His deepest emotions.
Listen, Satan wants us to continue to focus on religious do’s and don’ts.
He wants you to keep your eyes on yourself and your conduct,
…that is what sin-consciousness is all about!
…focusing on what I did wrong, or what I should have done, or should be doing.
Focusing on that, will give you an inferiority complex,
…and what is even worse,
God’s desire for intimate friendship and fellowship, with you, will remain unmet.
If Satan can get you to be sin-conscious all the time,
…you will automatically draw away, every time you want to draw near to God.
God was stating the obvious when He said:
“If anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him.” (Hebrews 10:38)
How can you draw pleasure from a relationship, if the person who is the object of your desire, constantly cowers in your presence?
It reminds me of when I was in High School and still suffered from a terrible inferiority complex.
Every time the most beautiful girl among the cheerleaders (correction; she was the most beautiful girl in school) would talk to me, I would clamp up and get all goofy.
I would cower in her presence with nothing to say. Words would elude me.
All I could think was;
‘What would she want with a loser like me?’
My friends, and her friends, would tell me all the time that she liked me, but I didn’t believe them.
Somehow it was just too much for me to grasp, that a girl, as beautiful as her, would want anything to do with me.
We never did develop a relationship.
Thank God for salvation and “METANOIA!”
Thank God for my beautiful wife Carmen.
He truly did redeem my life and saved me from that inferiority complex.
Ephesians 2:4 and Ephesians 1:6 tells us exactly how God our Father, our Daddy, feels about us, what value we have to Him, and what He did in order to have an intimate relationship with us!
“But God, who is rich in mercy,”
“…because of His great love with which He loves us,”
Ephesians 1:6 says,
“By His grace He has made us accepted in the Beloved (in Jesus).”
God wants us to begin to grasp what Paul wrote about in Ephesians 3:18 & 19,
He wants us to grasp,
“…the length and the breadth, the height and the depth of His love, which surpasses understanding”
This thing is a heart thing,
…not just a head thing!
You see, your head can get tired of hearing,
1 + 1 = 2. You can easily get board with it,
…but your heart can never get tired of hearing, “I love you,” especially if it comes from someone close to us, who really mean what they say!
Paul prayed for us to get a revelation of these things, he prayed for us in Romans 15:13 that,
“God may FILL US with all joy and peace,
…IN BELIEVING.”
John also said in 1John 4:16,
“We know and have believed the love God has for us.”
He says in verse 19,
1John 4:19,
“We love Him because He first loved us.”
You see, this thing is a heart thing, not just a head thing!
He says, in 1John 1:2,
“The life was manifested,
…and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you,
…that eternal life,
…which was with the Father,
…and was manifested to us.”
Can you see that it is a faith thing, an embrace from the heart, not just a knowledge thing, not just a head thing, not just a mind thing, but a heart thing!
John says in 1John 1:1-4,
1 “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, (not just with our natural ears, but with our spiritual ears),
…which we have seen, (not just with our natural eyes, but with our spiritual eyes),
…which we have looked upon, (gazed upon, beheld, focused our attention upon),
…and which our hands have also handled, (which we have also experienced),
…concerning the Word of life,”
He says,
…these things, these truths, this love message,
3 “we declare (we make it known) to you, so that you also may have this fellowship with us, and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.”
4 “These things we write to you, so that your joy may be full!”
Chapter 7
The love we have for one another
Now, in the light of all that has been said, Paul says this to us in Philippians 2:5-9,
5 “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,”
6 “who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God,”
In other words, Jesus enjoying equality with God did not take away from who God is!
The Son, wanting that equality, wanting to be seen as being equal to God, did not rob God of anything!
No father gets offended when his children acts like him and tries to put on His shoes and walk in his shoes.
The Father likes it when we are imitators of Him and when we want an intimate relationship of equality with Him, of friendship, and companionship, and face to face encounters of intimacy with Him.
So, Christ Jesus,
6 “who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God,”
(…or, He did not consider equality; His Divine attributes, or external characteristics and station as God, as something to be held onto – meaning His Omnipotence, Omniscience, etc.)
7 “but made Himself of no reputation…
(That mean, He emptied Himself of His privileges),
“…taking the form of a servant, and coming in the likeness of men.”
8 “And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself,”
“…and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.”
9 “Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name…”
This scripture describes the incarnation in which God laid aside His privileges as God;
…He laid aside His Divine attributes of Omnipotence, Omniscience and all the rest,
…and yet He retained the core of His person.
He remained God;
He remained in very essence, the God who is love, even though He took on flesh and became a man.
He became a man, Jesus of Nazareth, without ceasing to be God in any way.
In this incarnation; in this act of becoming man, God humbled Himself and became a servant to mankind!
Yet, because He remained the God who is love,
…and did it as an act of love,
…He was not reduced in person or dignity.
We can see this same thing play out in John 13 where Jesus put on a towel or apron and washed His disciples’ feet.
He, being their teacher; being looked up to and respected as Master, was totally free,
He was totally free to humble Himself in this act of service, without losing His dignity or value.
In a sense, we can see how the incarnation and ascension are totally related and linked to one another.
God humbled Himself and the Son of God became the son of man, so that the son of man might again be restored to be the sons of God.
The ascension is the glorification of both Jesus and man.
Man was glorified in Christ!
God honored Jesus, and in so doing, also honored and restored us, to that place and position of glory,
…which He intended for us from the beginning.
We were elevated again to a place of union and equality with God in relationship.
Just as God became man, without ceasing to be God, just so, we have been inseparably united with God,
…without ceasing to be human beings.
Union and equality of being with God in spirit and relationship does not consume us, but rather,
…it releases us to be truly ourselves.
We remain distinct human beings, people, even though we are in union with God,
…but we become what man was always meant to be.
We become people full of love, and full of God’s Spirit and power,
…the exact image and likeness of the invisible God on display!
My point is this:
When you are fulfilled in the love of God,
…when you are secure in the knowledge of who you are,
…in the knowledge of your true identity,
…when you are secure in who your are,
…when you are secure in your true identity, and the love of your Daddy God,
…when you are secure in your sonship,
…then pride is not an issue for you anymore,
…and humbling yourself in service to others is not beneath you, but it becomes your joy,
…because far from being reduced in your identity,
…such deeds of love and service actually confirm the unchanging character of your true identity,
…it actually confirms the truth of who you really are.
You are spirit, and you are LOVE.
We are love children of a love God.
WE ARE SPIRIT, AND WE ARE LOVE!
And we have authority over darkness!
You see, God demonstrated to us,
…and then Jesus gave to us,
…a new mode of living!
He came to teach us what the image and likeness of our Daddy, the God who is love, is all about!
He came, and He taught us to love one another!
…to love everyone, all people, no matter what race they are, or background they come from,
…and especially other Christian brothers and sisters.
He said in John 15:12,
“This is My commandment, that you love one another just as I have loved you. This I command you, that you love one another.”
Why give us a command?
Why do the Scriptures use the word, “command?”
Because He strongly wants to persuade us that, authentic life can only be found and lived in Love, in God, in fellowship with the Spirit of God!
You weren’t meant to live life on your own terms!
Living a self-centered, selfish loveless life is a life lived in self-destruct mode.
We were designed to live life in the context of family.
God, our Father, our Daddy, is building His family.
The body of Christ, the “Church,” is all about family,
…it is all about intimate connection and friendship with God, and with one another (Ephesians 2:19).
Christianity is all about relationship;
…genuine connection, and interaction, with God, and with one another.
We weren’t designed to live life in isolation.
Love and life only thrives in the context of true relationship,
In the context of true friendship and family.
Authentic life can only be lived in harmony with others.
Love is so much more than a feeling!
…so much more than cozy, warm feelings and thoughts towards others.
Love is so much more than mere good intentions!
That is why Jesus in another place made it clear that He wants us to reconcile and make amends with everyone, even our enemies,
…as much as it is up to us,
…as much as it is possible,
He said,
“Love your enemies,”
…that means people that you used to hate for any reason, or that may still hate you, for whatever reason,
“Bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and (genuinely) pray (with a heart full of love) for those who (abuse their relationship with you and) spitefully use you,” - Matthew 5:43-48
…not because you are becoming someone’s doormat,
…not because you have an inferiority complex,
…or can’t see when you’re being despised or being manipulated for someone else’s self serving reasons,
…but because, that life of love, is the only life you can now live,
…it is the only authentic life;
…a life of restoration of relationships,
…a life of genuine love.
Of course, I am not saying to put yourself deliberately in those negative situations.
If you can avoid a negative detrimental situation and get out of such an abusive environment then by all means, do so.
And don’t do something stupid, don’t be dumb man, use your brain when it comes to loving your enemies.
If you show up at your enemy’s door you might get his fist rather than his hand of friendship,
…but at the opportune time, if you keep praying in love, and wait for the right time,
…like, say, when your enemy needs help, or finds himself in trouble,
…if you show up then, to bless him and love him, and help him in a practical way, he might just change his heart towards you!
Softening a bitter or hard heart, as well as cultivating a genuine friendship always takes sincerity and commitment, and requires genuine love and giving of yourself even when it is inconvenient.
How do you actually prefer and befriend another person?
You change your schedule and go out of your way, in love, for that person.
That’s how you make a friend,
…by meeting a need,
…or by being a friend!
Quite often it may cost you something, but nothing genuine and of true value comes cheap!
God came to win our friendship and restore our relationship with Him at great personal cost to Him!
God genuinely loved the world so exceedingly much,
…that He gave!
Generosity and giving of oneself is the hallmark of love!
I say again:
The only authentic life is a life of harmony and unity and friendship with others;
…a life of generosity and giving of oneself!
If you ask God, He will lead you, and help you get connected with other genuine Christian believers, to befriend and fellowship with.
Ask Him to connect you, with true Christians that have a handle on this revelation of their true identity, revealed and restored in Jesus Christ, in His successful work of redemption.
They will share with you, and help you understand and live these things more fully and thoroughly.
They will love you and be there for you as family,
…because after all, we are!
You may be my brother from another mother, BUT WE ALL HAVE THE SAME FATHER… ha… ha… ha…
I cannot emphasize enough how crucial it is for you to develop real relationships, genuine friendships, and become a part of the family of God.
Satan is always trying to cause division through the breakdown of relationships.
If he can get you isolated he can stunt your progress in the full appropriation of truth and love in your life, and keep you from advancing in the things of God,
…I am talking about every good thing that is in you, in Christ Jesus.
Many of those qualities cannot be developed or appropriated in isolation.
If the devil can get you isolated, he can then also keep you from making an impact by promoting the things of God in other people’s lives as well.
Paul said in Philemon 1:6 that,
“I pray that your participation (or your mutual sharing) in the faith (…in other words your friendship and fellowship with other believers) will become effectual (…it will only become effective) in the mutual acknowledging of every good thing that is in us in Christ Jesus.”
We need friendship and fellowship with other believers.
Paul says in another place that since we are the body of Christ together, and individually, and therefore members of one another, the hand cannot say to the foot, ‘I have no need of you!’
…or, how can the eye say to the hand, ‘I can do without you!’
To say that,
‘I want to be a Christian, but I don’t want to belong to a local church fellowship or body of believers,’ would be like saying:
‘I want to be married and stay single!’
What you are saying makes no sense!
Listen, we were all immersed by one Spirit into one body, in Christ Jesus, in His work of redemption,
…and when we entered into faith.
There is only one faith, one Lord, and one immersion into one body!
We are all members of that body, individually, and corporately, together, because we are all the members of Christ, individually and together as a whole.
When you became a believer therefore, whether you realize it or not, you entered into the family of God, and in all reality became a member of His household, the household of faith (Galatians 6:10),
…you became part of the bride of Christ,
…you became a member of the body of Christ, an expression of His “Church,” His body of believers.
Whether you like it or not, you are a vital part of the “Church,” corporately, and locally.
That implies belonging to a group of people, as friends and true family, rather than to an institution.
Just as Jesus surrounded Himself with the twelve disciples, and the many other followers and friends He associated with as friends and family in His day, we need to be with other followers and friends of Jesus.
The Scriptures, and the Holy Spirit who inspired those Scriptures, teaches us that the Christian faith is a ‘together’ faith.
When you become a genuine Christian, the Holy Spirit, not only brings you into relationship and friendship with God, as Father, as your Daddy, but He also brings you into relationship and friendship with other people, too.
When you became a believer, you became a part of God’s people, the “Church,” living on earth everywhere, even locally, right in your back yard, in your area, in the area where you live.
Just make sure that the people you connect to and make friends with and fellowship with are genuine believers, who genuinely believe and understand the real gospel,
…and are not just religious people, not even filled with the Holy Spirit, involved with some man-made religious Christianity!
There are some very sincere people out there, and there are some real fakes out there too,
…but, there are plenty of sincere ones, and sincerely ignorant too, so beware, not everything that carries the Christian label is real Christianity!
Don’t let this scare you off though.
Remember this:
Two is better than one, and a three-fold cord is not easily broken.
Ask Father God to help you.
Venturing out and allowing Him to lead you in finding genuine believers who know and live the truths I am writing about in this book, whom you can befriend and fellowship with.
Jesus said that the world would come to know Him by the love we have for one another.
It is His desire for us to walk in the unity of truth, not some fake pretend unity based on compromise.
He desires for us to walk in the truth of redemption and the kind of love and family it promotes, and together make a difference in this world we live in.
I say again, as far as it is up to you, walk in love and forgiveness towards everyone.
In 1Peter 4:8 Peter instructs us,
“And above all things have fervent love for one another, for ‘Love will cover a multitude of sins.”
Paul also talks about this Christian family dynamics in Ephesians 4:32,
“And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ also forgave you.”
In Colossians 3:12 & 13 he says,
12 “Therefore, as God’s own chosen people, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;”
13 “bearing with one another (putting up with one another’s idiosyncrasies or personality differences)”
“…and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another;”
“…even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.”
In these Scriptures and in these instructions Paul was revealing the Father’s design for us,
…because that is what He is like!
He is love, and love forgives!
We are made in His image and likeness, therefore, we are love, and love forgives!
PERIOD! No ifs, ands, or buts!
Now, having said all that, I also do want to add the following conclusion in the Gospel:
We must appreciate that the love of God is filled with forgiveness, and it is unfailing,
…but it is also not a weak, wishy-washy compromising thing!
To love and accept a person does not mean we are to condone their sin.
That is not the love of God.
That is an inferior representation of the love of God.
We are to love people, by absolutely without compromise, wanting to see them totally free from the sin that is destroying their lives.
Otherwise, it isn’t genuine love! It isn’t the genuine love of God! It isn’t Christian love!
Authentic love always reveals the truth of redemption and of the love of God and of our freedom to give expression to our original design and true identity, and so rescues loved-ones out of sin!
James encourages us with these words in James 5:19 & 20,
19 “Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from The Truth, and someone turns him back,”
20 “let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and ‘cover a multitude of sins.”
Paul essentially says the same thing in Galatians 6:1 & 2,
1 “Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore (rescue) such a one in a spirit of gentleness (not in a spirit of condemnation and judgmentalism), considering yourself lest you also be tempted (…tempted to be self-righteous, and prideful and judgmental, and to also therefore not act like your true self as child of God and partaker of the Divine nature).”
2 “Bear (take away, remove, carry off) one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”
You would do well to go and read what Paul wrote about love in 1Corinthians 13.
The whole chapter is devoted to walking in love.
And don’t do window-shopping when you read it either,
…this is who you are,
…not who you are going to become someday!
Remember…
YOU ARE A NEW CREATION NOW!
You are your Daddy’s child!
You are a partaker of the Divine Nature!
You are made in His image and likeness!
YOU ARE LOVE!
Paul says in Romans 12:1 & 2,
1 “I beseech you, therefore, brethren, by (in view of) the mercies of God (in view of what God has done for us in Christ) that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.”
(It is the only logical conclusion to your salvation; not unreasonable at all)
2 “And do not be conformed…”
(…that means pressured into a mold, shaped, manipulated into an assumed, fake identity; being something you are not.)
“And do not be conformed to this world (and the way they think and act), but be ye transformed (by truth) by the renewing of your mind.”
(This word “transformed” is referring to the process of metamorphosis by which a caterpillar is changed into a beautiful butterfly.)
Note that the caterpillar was always meant to become a beautiful butterfly.
In fact that caterpillar always was a beautiful butterfly in disguise,
…its true nature came forth in the metamorphosis.
(James 1:18 - We too believed The Truth and were brought forth.)
John declares our absolute victory when he said in John 8:36,
“Whom the Son sets free is free indeed.”
It is not so much, knowing the truth in your head, in your mind, that sets you free,
…but it is believing the truth,
…fully embracing the truth, in your heart that sets you free!
Paul says in Romans 12:2,
2 “And do not be conformed to this world, but be ye transformed, by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove (taste and experience for yourself) what is that good, acceptable and perfect will of God.”
“…be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove (not just taste and experience for yourself, but also to show forth through your life to the world) what the will of God is.
(So that, through encountering your life of love, God’s will may become good, acceptable and perfect to them also).”
In closing, I want to bring to your attention some places where you can find some more resources to help you grow in truth and love;
…to help you grow in your understanding of the original blueprint Son’s coming in the flesh as Jesus;
… to help you grow in your understanding of Father God’s love message to us, and reconciliation with us in Christ Jesus,
…and His redemption and restoration of OUR authentic design and OUR true authentic spirit identity, and authority, in Christ’s work of Salvation.
First, I urge you to get yourself a copy of “The Mirror Bible” available online at: www.friendsofthemirror.com or at www.amazon.com and several other book sellers.
Then, you can also download and listen to messages, all from this perspective, at www.mirrorword.net and our own website: www.living-word-int.org
If you want me or someone a part of our team to come to where you are, anywhere in the world, and give a talk or teach you and some of your friends about the gospel message, and this magnificent work of redemption, simply contact us through the websites already mentioned,
…or you can always find me, Rudi Louw, or Francois du Toit, or Andre Rabe or any of the others a part of our team on www.facebook.com
My friend Andre Rabe also has his own website: www.hearhim.net where you can also find several books and other resources written and made available by him that will profoundly bless your heart and life.
If you have been helped, or your perspective on life has changed, as a result of reading this book, please get in touch with me and let me know.
I would love to share your joy,
…so that my joy in writing this book may be full!
For this reason I bow my knees
to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
from whom the whole family
in Heaven and earth is named,
that He would grant you,
according to the riches of His glory,
to be strengthened with might
through His Spirit
in your inner man, (His Spirit uses His Word to do this)
that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith;
that you may be rooted
and grounded
in Love,
and may be able to comprehend
together with all the saints
the width, length , depth, and height of it - to intimately know the love of Christ
which far surpasses mere knowledge;
so that you may be filled
with all the fullness of God.
-Ephesians 3:14-19
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