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Introduction


2
Timothy began for me as a simple Bible study with my children.  Yet, after I
learned about the Mamertine Prison (thank you to my daughter for first pointing
it out to me) as the setting from which this letter was written, I felt more
deeply compelled than I can describe, which drove me to go on to study chapter
1 and to write the following material.  My heart was and is gripped by the
reality of the setting and the reality of Jesus in the life of the man who
wrote from that place.  We will share in later chapters how the Mamertine
Prison was, perhaps, something like the “maximum security” prison of Rome.  It
was reserved for those prisoners who were considered to be “enemies of the
state.”  The prison was built over the top of a former cistern --- a hole in
the ground.  The only way in or out of this lower chamber was a hole in the
floor of the upper chamber and ceiling of the lower.  This lower chamber was
where prisoners like Paul were held, in the dampness, darkness, and cold.  The
realization of the setting brings the letter to life.  Read it with this
picture in mind.  Read chapter 4 with the image of an old man writing to his
beloved son in the Lord from this cold, dark place.  Read it with the
understanding of these being his final written words that we have recorded,
perhaps weeks, days, or even hours before his execution.   I ask you if you can
do so and not be moved as I have been.  


The
background is simple.  In what he knows to be his final days, Paul writes a
letter of encouragement to a beloved son.  It is not so much a theological
letter as it is a personal, relational letter.  Doctrine and instruction have
been conveyed and instilled in the past and over the years.  This is a time of
final thoughts, final words, and especially of reaching out to encourage this
young disciple who is pastoring the church at Ephesus.  Paul had been
“imprisoned” once before, as recorded in Acts 28.  Yet, then he was under house
arrest, able to welcome people and teach the Word daily.  He was released and
traveled a few more years before being taking into custody again under the Nero
persecution.  Now he sits on the equivalent of “death row,” knowing that he is
nearing heaven.  He urges Timothy to come, but surely must have known that
these might have been his final words to him.  What do you say to your loved
ones when you know heaven is near?  What are the most important things to
express when there aren’t many words left?  That is the tone and setting of
this letter. 


God’s
Word increasingly amazes us with relevance.  He made us, and His Word speaks to
the essential human conditions and situations which we all share.  Just as Paul
experienced this “pit” (literally in this case), is it not true that we will
all find ourselves in a “pit” of some kind or another sometime(s) in this
lifetime?  There are going to be days and situations that seem “dark” and
“cold” to us.  The fact that we experience these things does not bring into
question the reality of our relationship with Jesus any more than it did for
Paul.  Though Satan will surely bombard us with questions, doubts, and fears in
these times, we can know that the pits of life come for all who live in this
world.  Paul even writes in 2 Timothy 3:12, “Yes, all who desire to live
godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.”  Jesus told the disciples
that, “In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have
overcome the world (John 16:33).”  I am deeply moved and convicted by His
overcoming power in the lives of people such as the Apostle Paul, Corrie ten
Boom, and numberless Christians throughout history and around the world today
who have experienced suffering and persecution in the name of Jesus.  Instead
of it being the occasion for despair, every pit can actually be the opportunity
for us to “know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of
His sufferings (Philippians 3:10),” and to share that with others.  


This
leads to a second point of relevance for all times.  Is it not true that we all
have a “Timothy” in our lives that needs encouragement?  Is this not the
constant call of Christianity?  We are in this together, and there are times
when each of us is in need of a hand being reached out from another brother or
sister in Christ.  God also does something in our lives when we make ourselves
available for Jesus to reach out through us to another, especially in what may
be a difficult time for us personally.  Paul knew and experienced this
firsthand.  I am a debtor to those whom God has placed in my life and through
whom He has so often refreshed and encouraged me.  I have been reflecting
lately on the older people who have been such a blessing and encouragement to
me.  Across the years of my life as a Christian and before, there is a long
line of senior adults who have reached a hand out to me, patted me on the back,
prayed for me, or simply offered a kind word of support.  This has repeatedly
been a blessing beyond description, and continues to be so.  I have been and
continue to be the “Timothy” who has been spurred on by the “Paul.”  Yet, God
has placed at least one “Timothy” in all of our lives, and there is someone I
know today that Jesus wants to touch through me.  I have prayed lately that I
would be the “old man” to someone now, even before I may be considered “old” by
physical or cultural standards.  Whether I am physically older or younger than
someone, may my life continually convey what Timothy received from that dungeon
in Rome circa 65 A.D..  


What
Paul left behind for Timothy is the message and focus for every Christian for
all times.  As we will share in chapter 1, the simple image and admonition of
this letter is to “keep the flame.”  No matter what, stay focused on Jesus. 
Let Him be the consuming passion of your life, wherever you are.  Whatever is
happening around you, respond to Him with all your heart.  Let the fire of His
presence continue to burn in you.  Your survival depends upon it.  At all
costs, keep the flame and constantly attend to the relationship with Him.  This
was not simply a message for Paul; it was his life.  It was Jesus that carried
him through his own dark and cold days in a dungeon, as He did through the
multitude of incidents we read about in Acts and the epistles.  In this way, 2
Timothy is both a testimony and an invitation.  It is evidence that Jesus can
keep the fire alive in a man’s heart in the midst of any pit.   It is a call
and invitation for us to keep the flame of Jesus in our lives and to help hold
the light for others in these days.  Wherever you find yourself today ---
wherever He has placed you --- would you keep the flame with us?  


John Juneman


Watertown, TN


August 2013











Flamekeepers


2 Timothy 1:6


Reminding


Summary
statements are always helpful.  We were taught in writing classes that
effective writers and speakers are able to summarize their messages in succinct
sentences or propositions.  We are used to reading the back of a book or DVD
cover to get the quick synopsis of what it is about before deciding if we are
going to continue with it or not.  TV commercials flash before our eyes a
seconds-long preview of an upcoming show.  Employers glance over the resume of
a would-be employee to catch the “highlights.”  The Holy Spirit seems to have
inspired something of a summary of the entire book of 2 Timothy to be contained
in its opening verses.  2 Timothy 1:6 might be considered the theme verse of
this heartfelt letter which Paul wrote to Timothy.  Therefore, it might be best
to begin with this verse to understand the core message that Paul desires to
convey to Timothy in what he realized to be his last days.  In essence, Paul
gives Timothy a “bulletin board” point in verse 6, and then spends the rest of
the letter fleshing it out.  But this admonition is the take-a-way.  This is
the key point.  “Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is
in you through the laying on of my hands.”  It is not by accident
that Paul put this statement near the beginning of the letter, and begins by
reminding Timothy that it was Paul (among others --- see 1 Timothy 4:14) who
laid hands on Timothy and ordained him for ministry.  This process of
ordination and the laying on of hands can seem to be a mystery.  Yet, it seems
to me that there are two fundamental things at the heart of it.  First, when
those in leadership in the church lay their hands on someone and ordain him or
her for ministry, they are not really giving something to that person. 
It is more so that they are recognizing what God Himself is doing in and
through the life of that individual.  In essence, the church leadership is
saying, “We recognize, agree, and affirm that Jesus Himself is calling this
person to this ministry.  He has made that clear to us and in our hearts, and
so we are publicly declaring it.”  That is what happened in Timothy’s life. 
Paul and other leaders of the early church recognized, agreed, and affirmed
that Jesus was at work in Timothy’s life and that the Holy Spirit was leading
Timothy into this ministry. 


This
leads to an important question, which takes us back to the purpose of Paul’s
“reminder.”  The question is, “Why does God do this through the ‘laying on of
hands?’”  Why is this the way in which people are confirmed for ministry in the
church?  Why “lay hands” on someone?  The reason seems to be that we are His
body.  Jesus came and took on flesh and became one of us.  After ascending to
heaven, where He now is until the Father sends Him again for the second coming,
Jesus sent His Spirit to live within us so that we can now be the physical
demonstration of Him in our world.  In essence, our feet are His feet; our
faces are His face; our voices are His voice; and our hands are His hands.  Our
bodies and lives are the means through which Jesus reveals Himself and through
which He acts.  When the church leadership lays hands on someone to pray or even
to ordain an individual, it is our belief that the Holy Spirit within them is
at work through their hands.  Again, the church is only recognizing, agreeing
with, and affirming what the Holy Spirit is saying and doing.  Therefore, they
offer their hands as the means through which He can declare that in a visible
and physical way.  Do we not do this in everything as Christians?  Do we not
constantly offer up our bodies to be the means through which Jesus can touch
our world?  We offer our voices so that He can speak His words through us.  We
offer our faces to be the expression of His love and kindness.  We offer our
hands to be His for serving and touching others.  This ordination is a
beautiful picture, really.  It is the body of Christ gathered around a person
with Jesus affirming His call through the laying on of hands --- His hands
through us.  It is also a picture that says that we are all in this together in
the ministry and as Christians.  Timothy was not alone in this.  He was
literally surrounded by his brothers and sisters in the Lord.  While he was
surrounded by them physically during the “ordination” time, he would be
surrounded by them in the same way in spirit as they went forward.  A part of
this would be the occasional privileges to be in contact and to hear from them,
as with Paul’s letter to Timothy here.  This provides for both accountability
and encouragement.  This is what is behind Paul’s “reminder” here near the
beginning of 2 Timothy.  The accountability part says (in love), “Hey, remember
what you are called to.”  It might be similar to the dynamic of witnesses at a
wedding, who can say, “I know because I was there ---- and I’m holding you to
it!”  The encouragement part says, “Remember who it is that called you and how
He is at work in you.”  It is a reminder of Him and that the one who is called
is not in this alone.  We are running this race together.  That is the spirit
of this reminder from Paul to Timothy in 2 Timothy 6.  There is nothing
bullying about it.  It is all love and encouragement.  It is a father wrapping
his arm around his spiritual son in the Lord and saying, “Let’s press on.”  No
wonder Paul uses the verb “I remind” at the beginning of the
verse, and uses it in the present tense.  This means that Paul wants to remind
and keep reminding Timothy of his call from and to the Lord.  Paul was there at
the beginning (the laying on of hands), but is now speaking it still with the
last words that he may ever write to his son in the Lord.  “Let’s press on.”


Timothy
needed this kind of reminder.  He was in a difficult situation facing several
challenges.  There must have been a great deal of pressure on this young man. 
That is the motive and reason behind the reminder.  Don’t we all need that from
time to time?  We all face pressures, challenges, and difficulties.  We can
tend to get buried in it all and forget that God called us and that Jesus is
the one at work in us.  He is our call.  It is helpful to have the body of
Christ around us, or just one voice, that can call out alongside of us the
reminder:  “Let’s keep pressing on.”  Not only do we all need it periodically
(sometimes more than others), but it is also what we are called to be to those
around us.  That is what it means to be the body of Christ.  


Inside


What
was it that Timothy needing reminding of?  It is quite clear from verses 5 and
6 that Paul is emphasizing to Timothy that he has something inside of
him.  


“.
. . when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is IN you, which dwelt
first IN your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is IN
you also.  Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is IN you .
. . .”  


This
message that we have something --- or rather SOMEONE --- within us, is the
crucial and essential message of the New Testament.  The message is not that we
need to do better or try harder to be what we need to be.  It is not a
motivational message of performance.  The gospel is not a half-time locker-room
talk urging us to go out there and “get ‘er done” in the second half. 
Certainly the Old Testament presented the standards of God by which we are to
live.  But we all know how that turned out with the people in the Old Testament
and with all of us ever since.  Paul makes clear in Romans 8:3-4 that Jesus
came to do and fulfill “IN US” what the law could not do because it was “weak
through the flesh.”  Other words, we could not pull it off.  There was nothing
wrong with the law of God, which is perfect.  It is just that we can’t do it. 
That is why Jesus came to fulfill all of the requirements, and to then live in
us through His Spirit to produce His fruit in our lives.  That is really the
key of the Christian life --- it is His indwelling presence and allowing Him to
do in and through us what we cannot do.  It is this indwelling presence --- who
we have IN US --- that Paul is reminding Timothy of again in this letter. 
There is some debate among scholars about what Paul means by the “spirit” that
God has given us in verse 7.  However, Paul seems to clear up any questions in verse
14 when he says:  “That good thing which was committed to you, keep by the
Holy Spirit WHO DWELLS IN US.”  He is not a thing or a “force.”  He
is the Spirit of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who lives in us.  That is
what is within us, and that is something Paul is really underlining for Timothy
in this letter.  


It
is so important for Timothy to realize the Spirit within him because He is the
one that will produce the needed fruit in Timothy’s life.  This is the only way
we can understand what Paul goes on to describe in verse 7.  The power, love,
and sound mind that Paul speaks of are not something that Timothy can do.  No
amount of human effort can bring these things about.  Paul’s reminder is not a
“to do” reminder.  We cannot possibly tie enough strings around our fingers or
place enough Post-It notes around to make ourselves truly love people, have the
power of God in our lives, and to have His mind.  Attempting to live a
Christian life as if it is something of a “to-do” list only results in frustration
and then despair.  On the other hand, power, love, and sound mind are the
qualities of who Jesus Christ is.  When we will respond to Him with all our
hearts and allow Him to work, then this One who is IN US will produce and
demonstrate these same qualities in our lives as we become people of His power,
His love, and His sound mind.  That is why Paul is bringing Timothy back to
this crucial and fundamental truth of what, or WHO, is IN HIM.  This is the
highest priority that Paul has, and it is the foundation of everything that he
will share with Timothy in this letter.  It is the highest priority and
foundation of all Christianity.  If we can realize the astounding and amazing
truth of WHO is IN US, then we can live in the resourcing of all that He is in
us --- His power, love, and sound mind.  This was Paul’s dream and desperate
desire for Timothy.  It is God’s dream and desperate desire for us.  


Precious


This
is why Paul speaks of this indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit as something
which is precious, or to be treasured.  Both verses 6 and 7 describe it in
terms of being a gift.  


“Therefore
I remind you to stir up the GIFT of God which is in you . . . .”  


The
word translated “gift” in verse 6 is the Greek word, xarisma, literally
meaning, “grace, favor, or free gift.”  The suffix on the end of it (ma)
indicates that it is the result of effect of an action.  Paul is pointing to
the activity of God is Timothy’s life.  He is always active and working, in our
lives, just as He was in Paul and Timothy’s lives.  We see the “gift” emphasis
again in verse 7 when Paul writes:


“For
God has not GIVEN us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound
mind.”  


One
question that is raised when we put verses 6 and 7 together is, “Is Paul really
emphasizing the gifting and activity of His Spirit through Timothy, or is he
more simply emphasizing the presence of the Spirit in Timothy’s life?” 
Commentators go both ways on this.  Some believe that Paul is really
concentrating on spiritual gifts.  Some believe that Paul is really stressing
the presence of the Holy Spirit in Timothy.  The answer to the question has to
be that Paul is emphasizing both.  How could you have one without the other? 
Spiritual gifts cannot be separated from the Holy Spirit.  Without the
indwelling presence of the Spirit of Christ, there are not spiritual gifts. 
And when you have the Holy Spirit, spiritual gifts are sure to flow.  Paul is
speaking of this entire picture of the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit
and His flow through us to others as the precious treasure that we have.  When
we look back to verse 5, it is this precious treasure of His presence in us and
flow through us that Paul expresses in terms of an inheritance.  It is that
genuine faith that is in Timothy, which first was in his grandmother, Lois, and
in his mother, Eunice, and now is in him.  How do we treat something that is an
inheritance or a “family heirloom”?  Paul uses this same “treasure” language
when discussing the same thing in 2 Corinthians 4:7.  “But we have this
TREASURE in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and
not of us.”  His presence in us and His life through us in others (2
Cor. 4:7-12) is something precious and to be greatly treasured. 


How
do we treat the things in our lives that we really treasure?  Perhaps the only
way to really find out the truth about that is to ask the people that know us
the best.  Ask a wife and kids what the husband and dad of that family really
treasures.  What is it that he really gives his time and attention to?  What
takes up his spare time?  What is the hobby that he spends his money on?  What
is it that he won’t let anyone else touch?  What is it that he is afraid to
leave in anyone’s care besides his own?  The same could be asked for any mom or
wife.  What is she diligent and meticulous about?  What does she dream about? 
What is it that prompts a post on Facebook?  What does she save up all her
money for, or what is willing to go in debt for?  It is true for any of us that
our treasures become evident for anyone who is really paying attention.  What
is it we are really careful about and treat as if our lives almost depended on
it?  What is it that I really treasure in my own life?  What is really precious
to me?  


In
light of all of this, Paul’s words to Timothy prompt me to ask how much I
treasure Jesus and the presence of His Spirit in my life.  I can treasure many
things around and about Him.  I can treasure the things that He does for me.  I
can even treat “my” work “for” Him as precious.  How often I have treasured
ministry itself.  There have honestly been times when I have treasured Bible
study or preaching as the most precious thing in my life.  I have thought of
being a pastor, evangelist, or minister as something most precious.  I do not
mean any offense or sacrilege in that, for surely these things are precious. 
But, all of these things, and the church itself, are precious because of Him. 
The church is His body.  Ministry is His work.  None of it is
ours.  Not a single ounce of it is what we do.  This brings us right back to
the reminder of this letter.  Paul was writing to remind Timothy of what
matters --- what it is all about.  It is not about what Timothy can do.  It is
about the precious treasure that is within Timothy --- the indwelling Spirit of
Jesus and His flow through us.  It is nothing that Timothy can do.  It is what
only Jesus can do through Him.  Perhaps Timothy was in a situation in which he
really needed this reminder.  As a minister myself, I can really understand how
he could have used it.  That is no reflection on Timothy in particular, for I
could use this reminder every day.  It is all about Jesus, and He is in you.
There is nothing for you to do.  Just let Him work through you to accomplish
what needs to be accomplished.  


Since
this is true, and since He is the treasure, isn’t it time for me to just
get back to treasuring Him?  How precious is He to me, and how is that evident
in my life?  Am I willing to be so desperate for Jesus and in love with Him that
He is precious to me?  It isn’t a doing thing.  Treasures are a matter of the
heart.  What is a treasure in my heart will be a treasure in my life and the
way it is lived out.  My greatest need is to come back to Jesus as the very
most precious thing in all my life today.  Would I open my heart and life for
Him to be the absolute and greatest treasure?  Would I release all else so that
He can put it all in right perspective and priority?  


Flamekeeper


How
is Timothy to treasure this presence of Jesus within him?  Paul uses some
remarkable language in verse 6 to paint a picture of what it means to cherish
this reality.  This admonition is at the heart of this letter and really serves
a foundation for all Paul will say.  These are weighty words coming from the
Apostle as he sits on the equivalent of death row, writing to his son in the
Lord that he loves so much.  Paul desperately wants to give something to
Timothy that will help him focus on what matters both now and long after Paul
is gone.  “Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you
. . . .”  This is an amazing word image that is used only here in
the New Testament.  The Greek word here translated “stir up” conveys the
concept of rekindling a fire.  Some translations express this picture more
clearly.  


“For
this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you
through the laying on of my hands.” (New International Version)


“This
is why I remind you to keep using the gift God gave you when I laid my hands on
you. Now let it grow, as a small flame grows into a fire.” (New
Century)


“And
the special gift of ministry you received when I laid hands on you and
prayed—keep that ablaze!” (The Message)


What
adds to the picture is Paul’s use of present tense verbs in this verse.  The
present tense verb indicates a present or ongoing action, and there are two
present tense verbs in verse 6.  “Therefore I REMIND you to STIR UP the gift
of God which is in you . . . .”  Both “remind” and “stir up” are
present tense verbs, communication that they are both ongoing actions.  First,
Paul’s reminder to Timothy is not a one-time thing.  Paul is reminding Timothy
on an ongoing basis.  In words, Paul is saying to Timothy that he is going to
remind him, and remind him, and remind him some more regarding this truth.  It
is that important.  Secondly, the verb “stir up” or “rekindle” or “fan into
flame” or “keep ablaze” is also in the present tense, meaning that this is also
an ongoing activity.  Paul is urging Timothy not to check the fire once and
forget about it.  It is a strong admonition in the imperative mood for Timothy
to keep tending the fire.  Paul speaks about this as if it crucial.  Why is it
so important?  It is critical for Timothy’s spiritual survival!  His spiritual
life depends upon his attentiveness to the spiritual fire --- to the presence
and activity of the indwelling Spirit of Jesus Christ in his life.  


I
am not a big fan of reality TV shows.  In fact, there is only one program that
I watch that might be called a “reality” show.  It is called “Survivorman,” and
my entire family is captivated every time we watch it.  Each episode, this man
especially trained in survival skills is dropped off by his crew and left alone
in some remote, inhospitable location or climate.  It might be a desert, or the
arctic, or a mountain range, or a remote island.  There are a wide variety of
places that he has traveled to.  Yet, the locations all have something in
common:  each location is a rugged place where survival would be difficult on
your own.  He takes no food or water with him, and he has no shelter.  He is
completely alone, except for the camera equipment that he carries with him in
order to film each endeavor.  For seven to ten days, he survives completely on
his own and allows the cameras to capture what life is like for him on a daily
and even hourly basis.  I find each and every episode to be beyond
fascinating.  It is amazing to watch him go about finding and tending to the
basic necessities of life in such creative ways, whether that be finding food
and water or building a shelter.  Besides food, water, and shelter, there is
one element of each and every outing that is crucial to survival.  In every
survival situation, he makes sure to build and maintain a fire.  Because of the
circumstances or the lack of supplies, it is sometimes difficult to even start
a fire.  We find ourselves always cheering with him when he gets the fire
going, and he himself often laughs with joy at this accomplishment.  From the
time he begins the fire, it is at all times a priority for him.  The gathering
and maintaining of firewood is always in his thinking.  The fire is always on
his mind.  He never forgets to check it and see that it is still going and that
it will keep going through the upcoming hours as he goes about looking after
other things.  It is the last thing he is checking before he goes to sleep at
night, and the first thing he is checking on in the morning.  When he awakes
through the night, sometimes on an hourly basis, it is the first thing he
checks.   The fire is critical for him.  It is a constant priority and focus in
every waking moment, and even while he sleeps.  Why is this so?  Simply and
obviously, his very survival depends on the fire. Survival is no game for him. 
He is in a real life survival situation, and the fire is critical to that. 
Therefore, he will attend to the fire at all times.  


This
is exactly what Paul was urging Timothy to do in his spiritual life.  He was
admonishing Timothy to constantly, day and night, be attentive toward the fire
within.  The presence of the Spirit of Jesus within him is the precious
treasure.  This was everything for Timothy, and his life depended on it.  Paul
was crying out to him, “Timothy, stay attentive to Him inside of you!  Keep the
fire, Timothy!  Never let your mind wander from Him, and what He desire to do
through you.  Don’t let anything distract you from what matters.  Your survival
depends on Him, Timothy!  Keep the fire and attend to the relationship!” 


We
don’t altogether know what Timothy’s situation or circumstances were like.  But
we know that this letter was to be a reminder to him.  We all need a reminder
sometimes.  Have I let other matters of life distract me from that upon which
my very life depends?  Am I attentive to Jesus’ presence within me?  Is He my
last thought before sleep and my first thought when I wake?  When I am awakened
in the night, do my heart and mind naturally and urgently turn to Him?  Am I
attending to the fire within?  If not, it is time to get back to the fire.  He
is a precious treasure within.  Will I turn my heart toward Him today, cherish
Him, and let the fire of His presence bring light and warmth to me and everyone
around me?  


QUESTIONS FOR
FURTHER REFLECTION


1.      
What has been heavy for me on my spiritual “to-do” list lately?  Would I
just turn my attention to the presence of Jesus IN ME as the answer that for
everything that needs to take place in my life?


2.      
What do I treat as a treasure?  Do I cherish His presence as a precious
treasure?  


3.      
How attentive have I been to the fire of His presence?  What will I do
with His reminder today?  











From…


2 Timothy 1:1


We
learn much about these final words of the Apostle Paul to Timothy, his “beloved
son,” by just understanding who it is that this letter is from.  It reminds me
of Christmas presents and those tags that we place on the gifts.  Those
Christmas gift tags come in many different sizes, shapes, and colors, with
images of reindeer, Santa Claus, snowflakes, or candy canes.  Yet, despite the
variety in design, they all have one thing in common.  Every Christmas tag has
on it the words, “From” and “To.”  Wrapping those Christmas gifts and putting
those tags on them has always been a fun activity for my family.  There is a
certain joy in just seeing who the gifts are “to” and “from.”  In fact, in many
ways, this has become the most precious thing about it all for us.  It is fun
to receive gifts --- everyone likes new things!  Yet, it is the thought and
heart behind the gift that is really what touches us.  When I see that the gift
is “from” Trina, Chaili, or Carey, for example, it really doesn’t matter to me
what is inside the wrapping.  I know it will be filled with love, and whatever
it is will be dear to me because of who it is “from.”  


That
is the feeling of these final words “from” Paul “to” Timothy.  Paul is writing
these words from the heart.  What is interesting to me is that, even in this
very personal letter, Paul still chooses to say something important in verse 1
about who this letter is “from.”  That must mean that these words are not a
“throw away.” These are Paul’s final written words to Timothy.  You choose your
words carefully when you don’t have many left.  These words --- what Paul says
about himself here --- must be important for what he wants to share with
Timothy in this letter.  This is who these words are “from.”  


The will of
God


As
we listen to what Paul chooses to say about himself in verse 1, we hear a
certain confidence that he has about God’s call in his life and where God has
placed Paul.  “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God,
according to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus.”  It is
clear, as always, that Paul’s confidence is not in himself.  He has no claim
about what he has done or accomplished.  The focus is all Jesus Christ and on
the will of God.  Paul’s wording in the first part of verse 1 is extremely
important.  He chooses the Greek preposition dia to communicate that he
is an apostle of Jesus Christ “by, through, by means of, or arising from” the
will of God.  It is hard to summarize how normal this focus on and submission
to the will of God is for the Apostle Paul.  When we read his letters or the
book of Acts, we see this desperation and determination to walk in His will
alone.  While Paul may have his own desires or plans, everything for him is
absolutely subject to the will of God.  Consider what he writes to the
Christians in Rome on Romans 1:10.  “Making request if, by some means, now
at last I may find a way IN THE WILL OF GOD to come to you.”  Paul repeats
this same sentiment in Romans 15:32:  “That I may come to you with joy BY
THE WILL OF GOD, and may be refreshed together with you.”  Paul deeply
loved these people, and he desperately wanted to come to see them.  He longed
to be with them.  Yet, Paul would not think of doing anything outside of God’s
will.  At all costs --- even sacrificing his own hopes, dreams, and desires ---
Paul would respond and submit to God’s will and direction.  


This
is nowhere more obvious than in the account of the Holy Spirit’s guidance in
Paul’s life in Acts chapter 16.  


“Now
when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of Galatia, they were
forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia.  After they had come
to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit did not permit them. 
So passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas.  And a vision appeared to Paul in
the night.   A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, ‘Come over
to Macedonia and help us.’  Now after he had seen the vision, immediately we
sought to go to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the
gospel to them. (Acts 16:6-10).”  


When
we look at a map of these geographical areas, we begin to realize just how
sensitive these men were to the leading of the Holy Spirit.  In a sense, the
Holy Spirit kind of “funneled” them through a path toward where He wanted to
lead them.  There was no room to turn to the left (Asia) or to the right
(Bithinia).  They could only go straight forward as God was leading them.  This
seems like such a simple way to live and what is so much needed for us.  It was
exactly how the Apostle Paul and the early Christians existed.  Paul lived in
such intimate relationship with Jesus Christ that he was able to sense the
leading of the Holy Spirit at every turn.  All Paul needed to do was to respond
completely and with all he knew to what was being revealed to him.  Would I be
willing to do (be) the same?  


One
of the great fruits of living in such response to His will is the confidence that
comes along with it.  Because Paul knew that he has responded and submitted all
he knew to Jesus and His Spirit, Paul could then live in confidence that he was
living in the will of God.  What a peace there is in this!  Paul could say with
all confidence in 2 Timothy 1:1:  “An apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of
God.”  Paul knew that this was not something he had invented or come
up with on his own.  It was not something he created.  Paul was an apostle for
one single reason:  because God had willed it, and Paul had simply responded to
that will revealed to and through him.  This gave Paul great confidence about
not only the call in general, but about the particulars.  He knew that Jesus
was at work in his life on a daily basis, working “all things” together
“for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His
purpose (Romans 8:28).”  As Paul describes in Romans chapter 8 and
other places throughout his letters, this fact of God’s call, purposes, and
will in his life carried him through multiple trials and difficulties.  It is
one thing to be in the midst of turmoil and feel you are on your own, wondering
why you are there.  Yet, there is a comfort and peace that one can having in
knowing that he or she is in a certain place because it is the will of God, and
that He has a plan.  


I
am struck by what this must have meant to Paul as he wrote this very letter. 
He was in a Roman prison --- and a very uncomfortable one at that --- awaiting
execution.  This was not at all like Paul’s first imprisonment, recorded in
Acts 28, where he was under house arrest and had certain freedoms.  This was
completely different.  Paul was now held as something of an “enemy of the
state,” and he was certainly to be executed.  I can easily imagine the thoughts
that could have gone through his mind, because I often have the same kinds of
thought myself.  “What did I do wrong?”  “What could I have done differently?” 
“If I had only . . . .”  We don’t know for certain whether or not Paul wrestled
with any of these kinds of questions or thoughts.  Yet, we do know that, if
they were there, these thoughts would have been overridden by one predominant
thought:  the will of God.  Paul knew he had responded to Jesus with all his
heart.  His life was not his own, but was in God’s hands.  He could rest in the
fact that, even in these terrible surroundings, he was in the will of God.  


What
do I struggle with today?  What are the questions that plague me?  Have I
responded all I know to the will of God?  Is there something He is saying to me
now?  Will I respond?  


The promise
of life


A
second phrase that Paul uses to express the source of his calling and
confidence is “according to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus.”  This
phrase, being unique in the ways Paul opens his letters, has fascinated me. 
There is something deep and powerful about it.  To understand it better, I
tried looking up all the places where this word “promise” is used.  When we
search the uses of this Greek word, we find that it is extensively throughout
the New Testament.  In my view, it seems that the word is used to refer to
three different “kinds” of promises.  First of all, this word is used for the
promise that God made to Abraham.  Some of the best examples of
this are in Romans 4:16 and Galatians 3:29.  


“Therefore
it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the PROMISE might
be sure to all the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to
those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all (Rom.
4:16).”


“And
if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the
PROMISE (Gal. 3:29).”


God
made a covenant --- a promise --- with Abraham that would extend to all of
Abraham’s descendents.  God would be their God, and they would be His people. 
What the New Testament makes clear is that anyone who receives Jesus Christ is
now also a recipient of these promises.  He is our God, and we are His people. 
A second “kind” of promise that is given in the New Testament using this word is
the promise of the Holy Spirit that Jesus gave to us.  


“Behold
I send the PROMISE of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem
until you are endued with power from on high (Luke 24:49).”  


“Therefore
being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the
PROMISE of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear (Acts
2:33).”  


“For
the PROMISE is unto you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as
many as the Lord our God will call (Acts 2:39).”  


This
promised Holy Spirit first came upon the believers at Pentecost as described in
the verses from Acts chapter 2.  As promised to “as many as the Lord our God
will call,” He comes upon and indwells all who receive Jesus Christ as Lord. 
The third “kind” of promise in the New Testament, then, is the promise of an eternal
inheritance.  


“For
bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things,
having PROMISE of the life that now is and of that which is to come (1 Tim.
4:8).”  


“And
this is the PROMISE that He has promised us – eternal life (1 John 2:25).”  


The
promise is that there is life beyond the grave for those who have trusted in
Jesus Christ.  Nothing in Jesus Christ is temporary or limited.  Everything in
Him is increasing and everlasting.   


As
we stand back and look at all of these promises --- for Abraham, for the Holy
Spirit, and for eternal life --- I wondered what they all have to do with one
another.  Are these three different “sets” of promises that God gave?  Or,
could it possibly be that these are all aspects of the same promise?  What if
what we are seeing in these promises is just a view of different phases of THE
promise of God?  That would tell us a couple of things about God that are
important to know.  First, God is a God of promise.  He keeps His word, and
everything He says is sure.  That is why we can have such confidence in His
Word.  In His Word, He has spoken to us everything we will ever need to know,
and we can stake our lives on it (Him).  Secondly, it tells us that God sure
has a big plan.  He made a promise to Abraham which He fulfilled in Jesus,
continued that promise in sending the Holy Spirit, and will continue that
promise for eternity.  He does not just have a big plan, but it is a plan for
us.  This again tells us that we can trust Him.  He loves us and is for us, and
everything He has been about for all of eternity has been about fulfilling His
promise to us. 


This
concept of the long term commitment of God is one thing that seems to stand out
in Paul’s statement in 2 Timothy 1:1, when he says, “according to the
promise of life which is in Christ Jesus.”  There is a sense in which this
language conveys something of a contract --- “according to.”  This “contract”
idea clearly agrees with what Paul writes in both 2 Corinthians 1:20 and
Ephesians 1:13 when speaking of the Holy Spirit whom we have received.  


“For
all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God
through us.  Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us
is God, who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a
guarantee (2  Cor. 1:20-22).”  


“In
Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit
of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the
purchased possession, to the praise of His glory (Eph. 1:13-14).”  


We
notice in these verses how the Holy Spirit is connected with the eternal
inheritance, and it gives the idea that His presence in our lives is a
guarantee of what is to come.  What eternity is going to be is more of what we
are already experiencing in Him, and part of why God gave the Spirit of Jesus
Christ to live in us to let us know that we are secure with Him.  He has a big
plan, He is for us, He is going to keep up what He has begun and promised, our
lives are in His hands, and we can trust Him!  We are, in a sense, under
contract with God, and He will never break His contract.  All that is in Him
and all that we have in Him is secure.  


Imagine
again what this must have meant for the Apostle Paul as he wrote this letter,
awaiting execution.  There could have been so much fear about what was to
come.  What would happen?  In the moments where we face death, the real
questions of life present themselves to us.  Is this all there is?  What is the
meaning of it all?  But Paul had a security in the “promise of life which is
in Christ Jesus.”  Paul knew that God is a God of promise, and that
He has a plan.  The Holy Spirit that had come to live in Paul through his faith
in Jesus Christ was the guarantee of what was to come in the final days or
hours of his life and into eternity.  There was no need to fear.  It was all in
God’s hands.  Paul staked his entire life – and impending death --- on the
promise of life in Jesus.  It is the only sure promise in all eternity.  


What
is my worst fear today?  What shakes me?  Would I stake my life – and death ---
on the promise of the One who cannot be doubted?  He has placed His Spirit in
me and has been at work in my life to let me know that He is a sure thing. 
Will I trust Him today in the face of whatever seems to threaten me?  


From . . . To


No
wonder Paul was able to write a letter of such encouragement to Timothy.  He
was full of confidence --- not in himself or in his circumstances, but in the
Lord Jesus who is Lord of his life and Lord over the circumstances.  Paul knew
that he was living in the will of God, for he had responded to Jesus with all
of his heart.  Paul knew that there is a promise of life in Jesus Christ ---
that God has a big plan, that He is faithful to His promise, and that Paul’s
life is in His hands.  Paul’s life was under contract and God can be trusted. 
It was out of this confidence that Paul could encourage Timothy.  That is how
it is with each of us.  It is only out of the overflow of our faith and trust
in the Lord Jesus that we can encourage anyone.  When we are fearful,
uncertain, and full of doubts, it is not often that we are of much
encouragement to anyone.  We must know that God works through our weakness, and
He can do anything.  We all have human limitations, and He can demonstrate
Himself clearly through us even through those limitations --- maybe especially
so.  Yet, it seems clear from this example in Paul’s writing that the greatest
overflow of hope and encouragement comes through the life of the one who has
surrendered His life to Jesus Christ and has absolute trust in Him.  It is like
the hope and joy experienced in that surrender and trust just overflows to
others.  How crucial this was in the life of Timothy at this time.  Paul was
facing difficult circumstances himself.  But what Timothy needed in this time
was a word of encouragement and hope.  He needed to be helped along.  Imagine
that word of encouragement coming from man on death row.  What a testament this
is to the power of Jesus Christ in the life of a man.  


Paul’s
circumstances bear this out even more.  Most commentators agree that Paul was being
held in the Mamertine Prison in Rome.  It was the Roman prison reserved for
what Rome considered to be the most threatening prisoners --- enemies of the
state.  The prison was built on what was formerly a cistern, and so it
consisted of two levels.  The upper level sat on top of the lower level or
dungeon, which was essentially a hole in the ground --- a round chamber with
walls and floor constructed from rock.  The only way in or out of this lower
chamber was a hole in the floor of the upper chamber through which prisoners
were lowered.  It was here in this damp and cold environment that Paul spent
his final days and hours, and from which he wrote this letter to Timothy.  No
wonder he wrote in chapter 4 to “bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at
Troas when you come (v. 13)” and “do your utmost to come before winter
(v. 21).”  But from this hole in the ground, full of confidence and
hope in the Lord Jesus Christ, experiencing His presence, Paul wrote a letter
of encouragement to his son in the Lord.  


What
is the “hole” in which I find myself?  What is the circumstance that can seem
cold, possibly dark, and lonely?  Could this be the very place from
which God wants to do something through me to minister to someone else? 
Can I trust Him in this hole today?  Have I responded to Him with all my
heart?  Will I now?  Will I trust the One who has a plan, cares for us, and has
my life in His hands?  What if this “hole” in which I find myself is not an
end, but only a beginning?  It was for the Apostle Paul, and it was for
Timothy.  Would I trust Him for what He will do with me?  


QUESTIONS FOR
FURTHER REFLECTION


1.      
As far as I know, am I in the will of God today?  Have I responded to
the Lord Jesus with all my heart to what He has spoken to me?  Will I do so from
this moment on?


2.      
What is my worst fear today?  What shakes me?  Would I stake my life –
and death --- on the promise of the One who cannot be doubted? 


3.      
What is the “hole” in which I find myself today?  Will I turn to Him
with all my heart, and allow Him to work through me to minister to someone else
from where I am in this “hole”?  











So Much


2 Timothy 1:2-5


So much


How
often I have used the phrase “so much” to describe something during my
lifetime.  It is a superlative, or a phrase used to communicate something that
overwhelming, “over the top,” or more than I can express.  “I have so much work
to do today.”  In stating that, I am communicating that the amount of work I
have to do is overwhelming, more than I can express, or even more than I can
handle.  What have I had in my life like that, or what do I have right now? 
What overwhelms me?  What is more than I can handle?  What is so big in my life
at the moment that the only way to describe it would be, “so much”?


The
Apostle Paul did not seem to be overwhelmed by many things.  If anyone could
say that he had been through “so much,” it was he.  Yet, in spite of everything
he had been through, he was not overwhelmed by it.  He had faced beatings,
death, persecution, physical sickness and discomfort, and a multitude of other
difficult situations (see 2 Corinthians 6:4-10; 11:23-28).  None of them
overwhelmed him.  In fact, we don’t even hear him speak of these very often
except to say how God’s grace was sufficient for him in all of them.  


“And
He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect
in weakness.’  Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities,
that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  Therefore, I take pleasure in
infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for
Christ’s sake.  For when I am weak, then I am strong (2 Cor. 12:9-10).”  


The
things that Paul lists here (infirmities, reproaches, needs, persecutions,
distresses) are all the kinds of things that easily overwhelm me and are more
than I can handle.  They are the kinds of things about which I say, “I have so
much going on right now,” or even “too much.”  Yet, again, Paul did
not feel that way in these things.  In fact, he makes it clear that he is
finding strength in Jesus like never before in these things.  He can actually
take pleasure, rejoice, and be glad when these things come upon him so that
Jesus can demonstrate His power in Paul’s life.  This is a big lesson for me
the next time I feel overwhelmed, which will probably be tomorrow if not
sometime today!  What a life it would be to not have to be overwhelmed by the
things that seem “so much” in our lives.  His grace is sufficient for us!  


While
Paul was not overwhelmed with many of the trials and difficulties of life, we
find at least one thing in the beginning of his letter to 2 Timothy that does
overwhelm him.  Paul writes in verse 2:  “To Timothy, a beloved son.”  I
was deeply touched by the translation of this from The Message:  “I write
this to you, Timothy, the son I love so much.”  What Paul expresses
here in this short statement is significant.  He expresses a love for Timothy
that may be beyond words.  In fact, Paul’s following statements in verses 3 and
4 especially testify to this superlative of “so much.”  Paul has more in his
heart for Timothy than he can seem to express.  In his heart, he feels
overwhelmed.  He is overcome with it.  This seems especially significant coming
from a man sitting on “death row.”  He wants to pack a lot into these final
written words to the son he loves so much.  He is pouring it all out, holding
nothing back.  To be honest, I am overwhelmed with it myself.  It seems like
too much to grasp or to take in.  It seems like more than I can handle. 
Instead of that being a negative thing, I believe that feeling is appropriate
for us to have in reading these words.  I don’t want to shy away from being
overwhelmed by this love that Paul is expressing here.  I want to know it
myself.  We find that love being poured out and expressed in two ways in verses
3 and 4.  


Remembering


One
strong element Paul shares with Timothy about this love is a constant remembering. 
The root word for “remembering” is used in both verses 3 and 4, with presenting
something important.  In verse 3, Paul writes, “I thank God, whom I serve
with a pure conscience; as my forefathers did, as without ceasing I REMEMBER
you in my prayers night and day.”  Paul did something very unique in
this verse in the Greek grammar.  He twice uses the verb “to have,” even though
we do not see it in this English translation.  If we read it literally as Paul
wrote it, it would sound something like: “I have thankfulness (or gratitude) to
God . . . as without ceasing I have remembrance of you in my prayers night and
day.”  By using the verb “to have” twice in exactly the same form, Paul seems
to want to emphasize two things.  First, Paul’s remembrance of Timothy is tied
to his gratitude to God.  It is as they are two sides of the same coin. 
Whenever Paul is thankful to God, he thinks of Timothy, and whenever Paul
thinks of Timothy, it causes him to be thankful to God.  It makes Paul’s
remembrance of Timothy a very solemn and spiritual thing.  It is not as if Paul
has two different things going on:  his relationship to Jesus, and then his relationships
with his friends.  For Paul, the relationships with the people in his life ARE
the natural outflow of his relationship with the Lord Jesus.  Paul wants
Timothy to know that this is not just a passing comment, “I’ll pray for you.” 
Paul wants Timothy to know his remembrance of Timothy is a fact and a reality
in his life.  Paul cannot help himself; it is a part of who he is.  


This
idea that remembering Timothy is more a “being” than a “doing” is pointed to in
the very use this verb “to have.”  I don’t ever remember saying that “I have
remembrance” of something.  I just “remember.”  So, this phrase seemed odd to
me.  However, this kind expression makes more sense in light of the Spanish
language, which also uses the verb “to have” (tener in Spanish).  When
someone wants to say that he or she is hungry in Spanish, they say, “Yo
tengo (tener) hambre.”  Literally, this phrase would say, “I have hunger.” 
Yet, what the phrase communicates is not hunger is something I possess, but
rather something that possesses me!  It means that I feel hungry.  More
than an action, having hunger is something of condition or quality that is
going on within me.  That is what Paul wants to convey to Timothy about his
remembrance of him. Remembering Timothy is not something on Paul’s “to do”
list, just like being hungry is not on anyone’s “to do” list.  “Reminder: be
hungry around dinner time.”  Most of us don’t need to set alarms for ourselves
when it is time to eat.  Our stomachs let us know when it is time!  Likewise, Paul
did not need to be reminded to think of Timothy.  It was just in him.  It was
in Paul’s heart; something he felt deep within.  This explains why he was
remembering Timothy “without ceasing” and “night and day.”  Anything
that is deep in our hearts is something we have no trouble remembering without
ceasing night and day.  Have you ever had a hurt in your life?  It can tend to
be something that comes to your mind seemingly without ceasing night and day. 
Going back to our analogy of being hungry, have you ever gone without food for
a long period of time and really been hungry?  It is not hard to think
about food in those moments --- night and day without ceasing!  Paul’s love for
Timothy is so deep within him --- it has so possessed him --- that he cannot help
but remember him night and day.  No alarms needed.  Even the word “prayers”
speaks of something deep, literally meaning an entreating.  Paul’s
remembrance of Timothy in prayer is nothing light or superficial.  It is an
urgent pleading on behalf of a beloved son.  It is the picture of a man who is
gripped from inside, like a hungry man who has gone without food.  


The
use of the words “being mindful” in verse four flesh this out
even further.  These words are a translation of the verb “to remember,” and the
form of grammar speaks a great deal.  This verb is in the perfect tense, which
indicates an action that has happened in the past with continuing results.  In
other words, Paul has seen and “been mindful of your tears” in the past, but it
is something that has continued on and on for him since then.  He cannot
forget.  I think of it as Paul having a snapshot or portrait of Timothy in his
mind and heart.  He has an image of his beloved son in tears, and he cannot
forget it.  I can relate to this so closely.  A few years ago I said something
that hurt my son.  I did not think it was harsh or a big deal at the time, but
it was very hurtful to him.  He began to cry.  The image of his face crying
that day absolutely shattered me.  I was so deeply sorry that I did not know
what to do with myself.  I apologized the best I could and tried to make things
better for him, and I believe he was alright after that.  However, that image
of his crying face has stayed with me.  I can see it as clearly in my mind
right now as if it had just happened.  It is a constant reminder to me of how I
do not want to hurt him, and that is a good thing.  There is power in an image
--- a portrait in the heart.  That is what Paul has of Timothy in his heart. 
We don’t know for sure what incident Paul may be referencing.  Perhaps it was
the tearful and gripping goodbye between Paul and Ephesian Christians in the
closing verses of Acts chapter 20.  Whenever it was, Paul carries this image of
his beloved son in his heart.  There were no photos yet in this time in
history, and if there had been, Paul would have had no place to set one in the
dungeon of the Mamertine Prison where he was being held for execution.   There
was no need.  Paul carried a portrait of Timothy in his heart.  It was with him
night and day.  


 Isn’t
it always like that when you really love someone?  When you really love
someone, when it is really deep in your heart, doesn’t remembering just come
naturally?  You don’t have to make yourself think about someone you love.  There
are no alarms necessary.  Your closest loved ones are in your heart and on your
mind.  Isn’t that an evidence of love?  Isn’t that what lets us know we are
loved?  It is when someone close to me remembers me that I come to know that he
or she loves me.  We can all relate to this from our lives.  Those birthday
wishes (or gifts!); those phone calls to just to check in; those notes to let
us know they were thinking of us.  When someone remembers us, and especially so
on a regular basis, it lets us know of their love for us.  Who has done that
for me?  Who do I remember now, letting them know of my love for them?  Are you
feeling overwhelmed by any of this yet?  Paul certainly was overcome by it.  


Longing


Another
strong element, especially in verse 4, which reflects Paul’s deep love for
Timothy is the longing to see him.  “Greatly desiring to see you,
being mindful of your tears, that I may be filled with joy.”  The
Greek word, epipotheo, which is translated “greatly desiring” reveals
much about the intensity of what Paul feels.  It is made up of two words put
together.  The root word, potheo, conveys the idea of missing, desiring,
or yearning after something that is absent or has been lost.  The prefix, epi,
in this case seems to add the element of time.  When you put them together it
paints the picture of a man living with a deep longing in his heart over a
period of time.  It is not a passing feeling or something that occurs to him
occasionally.  It is a constant thought to him, and something which prods him
at the more inner levels of his being.  If we go back again to our hunger
analogy, this describes more than just a twinge of appetite or passing craving
that I might feel sometime during the day (“I sure would like to have some
chocolate.”).  This word communicates something like deep hunger pains for a
man who has gone without food for a while.  Furthermore, this kind of word
would not be used in regard to trivial things, such as saying something like “I
sure miss having that one car I used to have --- it was my favorite.”  This
word seems to be used for things that are deep treasures and are absolutely
precious.  It is used regarding the kinds of things that you value when you
know your days are numbered, sitting in a dungeon awaiting execution.  Paul expresses
that Timothy is that treasure for him.  “Greatly desiring to see YOU.”  


This
valuing of people and longing to see them is normal for Paul when we really
look into the letters that he wrote.  Consider these three examples from
letters to three different churches:


“For
I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you
may be established (Romans 1:11).”


“For
God is my witness, how greatly I long for you all with the affection of Jesus
Christ (Philippians 1:8).”  


“For
what thanks can we render to God for you, for all the joy with which we rejoice
for your sake before our God, night and day praying exceedingly that we may see
your face and perfect what is lacking in your faith?  Now may our God and
Father Himself, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way to you (1
Thessalonians 3:9-11).”  


A
couple of things stand out in these examples.  First is the incredible depth of
the affection that Paul feels.  It is difficult to grasp the level of warmth,
fondness, and love that Paul had for these people that God had placed in his
life.  We can just see the sincerity in his words.  These are not the words of
a salesman who is trying to “soften up” a customer to “close a deal.”  Paul is
just being himself.  This love for people has absolutely overcome him.  He does
not have to put it on or try to be this way.  For certain, it must not have
been anything that he himself could have fully understood or grasped.  It has
grasped him.  This leads to the second thing these examples show us.  Because
this has grasped him, it shows up through him consistently.  When we really
begin to look, we find this affection for every individual or church to whom he
writes.  It just kind shows up or emerges somewhere in the letter, as it does
this second letter to Timothy.  Paul shares this love and longing to see
Timothy that is so similar to what he shares with everyone.  And, yet, there
seems to be something more with Timothy, whom Paul treasures in a special way. 



The
phrase, “greatly desiring to see you,” is striking especially in
the setting from which Paul wrote.  I am not sure there is any way for us to
picture the true reality of what daily existence would have been like in the
dungeon of the Mamertine Prison.  The Romans had no care for these prisoners,
for those who were held here were considered to be enemies of the state.  I can
only imagine it being a dark place, with the only light being let in through
the small hole in the ceiling, through which prisoners were lowered into this
lower chamber.  Being in the ground itself and formerly a cistern, there can be
no doubt that it would have been damp and cold.  No doubt this is why Paul
urged Timothy to “bring my cloak.”  This in itself leaves a bleak image in my
mind of what life must have been like for Paul.  The days were long, and cold,
and probably dark.  We have all been in difficult times.  Is not the human
tendency to hope for better?  We could even say that we long for it to
be over.  I would not think less of the Apostle Paul if he would have longed
for relief from these painful and uncomfortable days.  I would not have been
surprised at all for him to long to leave this world and go to heaven, knowing
that the time of his execution was near.  Yet, Paul does not express that he is
longing for heaven in these days.  I doubt there were any songs about heaven
echoing from the lower chamber of that prison.  Paul did not long to get out of
that prison, as I would have.  He does not say that he is “greatly desiring to
see the light of day.”  Think of what it would have meant to him just to be
able to see sunlight for an hour.  No, in this place, Paul only expresses that
he longs for one thing.  He says that he longs to see Timothy.  “Greatly
desiring to see YOU.”  Timothy is what Paul treasures at this moment. 
Instead of thoughts about daylight, comfort, or even heaven, Paul is
remembering and praying for Timothy night and day.  Just to confirm that, Paul
ends the verse with the phrase, “that I may be filled with joy.”  What
will fill Paul with joy?  It is seeing Timothy that will fill him with this
joy. 


The normalcy
of love


As
I hear this overwhelming expression of love from Paul to Timothy, one of the
thoughts that comes to mind is what the reaction to this might be from my North
American cultural background, or maybe just from the way I was raised.  I can
hear the statement, “We just aren’t that way.”  There certainly are some
difference between the way we are in North America and the way people are in
other parts of the world.  When Trina and I were in South America, we found
that affection is just a part of who they are.  Complete strangers have no
reservation in approaching you and kissing you on the check --- women and men! 
It is no exaggeration to say that I do not experience that very often here in
North America.  We tend to keep more of a “buffer” zone between ourselves and
others.  There is a “safe distance” to be maintained.  We are more reserved
about the kinds of demonstrations of affections that are regular in places like
South America.  A handshake, if that, will normally be just fine.  Even our
words to one another seem reserved.  It is not very often at all that I will
receive from someone the kind of words that the Apostle Paul writes to Timothy
or the churches.  I have one friend who signs his letters, “Love and prayers.” 
Yet, that is uncommon.  It has seemed to me that we are even growing more
distant in the way we relate and communicate to people, even among Christians. 
Things can tend to be more formal, distant, or even cold, even among
Christians.  In light of this, it is absolutely shocking to hear the ways Paul
expresses himself in his letters.  I had not really noticed it too much for
years, but now it stands out so clearly.  Paul’s letters overflow with
affection, fondness, and warmth.  This may be too strong of a word, but it is
almost repulsive, or at least very uncomfortable, to our culture.  “We just
aren’t that way.”  


Paul
did not used to be this way either, even in the midst of what was a Jewish
culture that was generally warmer than ours currently in North America.  No one
reading Acts chapters 9, 22, or 26 would describe Saul as a warm and
affectionate person.  He was hard and ruthless.  Yet, something happened to
this man when he accepted Jesus Christ, as described in those chapters.  Paul
was changed, and he continued to grow and be transformed throughout his
lifetime (see Philippians 3:12-14).  What we see in the words of his final
letter is not the result of his own effort or self-improvement.  What we are
seeing is the love of Jesus Christ Himself.  Paul is just the willing vessel,
conduit, or dispenser of this love.  That love had only grown in him over the
years and then over the decades.   A person may not be overcome with this kind
of love for others the moment after he or she responds to Jesus.  Yet, it is
bound to take hold in one’s life over the months and years if he or she
continues to respond to Jesus.  Why?  Because it is just the way He is.  What
we are seeing in Paul is a picture of who Jesus is.  What an awesome privilege
to be the presentation of Him to those around us!  Jesus is the source of those
things that Paul expresses from his heart in 2 Timothy 1:3-4.  Jesus remembers
in his prayers night and day before the Father (Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25;
9:24).  He longs to see us and for us to be with Him forever; and we are the
joy of His heart.  That’s all we are seeing when we read Paul’s expression to
Timothy:  it is how Jesus feels about Timothy, and it is has become what Paul
feels for Timothy.  That fact is that this is the normal attitude of His
kingdom.  This is how God feels, and it is what Jesus produces through His
Spirit in the lives of all who are responding to Him in an ongoing way.  It may
not happen overnight, but it will sure be what begins to overwhelm us.  It was
revealed in Paul in a dungeon prison because it is what was in his heart all
the time.  The heart of Jesus had become Paul’s cultural “norm.”  


What
is my cultural “norm”?  What is it that I can stand behind and say, “This is
the way I have always been”?  Would I allow Jesus to work in me to make His normal
become normal in me?  One result of this will most certainly be an overwhelming
kind of love for the people He places in my life.  It will not be a casual love
or interest.  It will be something that so grips my heart that I will be
overcome.  It will cause me to remember them night and day.  It will produce in
me a longing to see them.  As Paul writes in 1 Thessalonians 2:20, they will be
my “glory and joy.”  Instead of being overwhelmed with the things of daily life
and existence, as I have been in the past, these beloved ones will become the
passion of my life.  They will be precious to me because He treasures them. 
They will be the ones whom “I love so much.”  Am I willing for Jesus to grow
this kind of overwhelming love in me?  


QUESTIONS FOR
FURTHER REFLECTION


1.      
What have I generally been overwhelmed by recently?  Would I surrender
those things to Jesus today and allow His grace to be sufficient for me?  Read
2 Corinthians 12:9-10 as His promise for me.  


2.      
Who are the precious ones that He has placed in my life at this time? 
Would I be willing to be overcome with love for them, no matter how much it
changes in me?  What would it change in me? 


3.      
What would I feel and do differently if I knew I was in my final few
days on this earth?  Is there anything that I need to ask Jesus to change
today?  What would I do with those precious last days?  Why not do that now?  











Open House Life


2 Timothy 1:3-5


The
prominence of purity


There
seem to be two ways to say something in a letter.  I have done both and
experienced both as a recipient.  One way is what I might call the “delayed”
point or the “beat around the bush” approach.  This is an attempt to be more
subtle in what you are saying.  You begin the letter and continue on with what
are more trivial or side issues, saving the big thing for the end.  Many times,
the hope of the “delayed” point approach is that you are softening things so
that the big point will be better received by the time you get around to it. 
Incidentally, once we learn that someone normally uses the delayed point
approach, we know to skim through most of the letter and look for the big point
at the end.  


I
don’t have the impression that the Apostle Paul used the “beat around the bush”
or “delayed” point approach very often, if at all.  He was pretty outspoken and
direct, in love, of course.  It seems like I could learn much from his
approach, which I believe is actually the approach of the Holy Spirit through
him.  Paul’s approach normally seems to be this second kind of approach --- the
direct, straight to the point manner.  There is no beating around the bush. 
You don’t have to look to the end to get the point.  He is going to make his
point in the beginning, and at the end . . . and in everything in between! 
That affects the way I listen to Paul’s letters, such as 2 Timothy.  I am not
skimming past the front matter to get to the “real stuff” somewhere toward the
end.  With Paul, I realize that what he says at the very beginning IS the real
stuff as well, for it is all truth.  That makes me take seriously what he
writes in the opening verses of any of these letters.  There is no wasted
space.  It is all precious.  That is all the more important to realize in this
letter.  These will be the last words that Paul ever wrote, and it is quite
possibly that he realized this as he wrote this letter.  What would I want to
say in my final words?  


In
light of this, I could not help but notice an emphasis that Paul places on
purity in the opening verses of this letter.  Of all things he could have
emphasized, Paul seems to highlight this idea in these opening verses, and I
believe it is a theme for the letter.  He writes in verse 3:  “I thank God,
whom I serve with a PURE CONSCIENCE, as my forefathers did, as without ceasing
I remember you in my prayers night and day.”  The phrase “pure
conscience” stands out as you begin reading this letter.  Paul would not have
had to say this about himself, especially to Timothy, who knew him.  Yet, Paul
felt it was important to state again in a very noticeable way.  The wording
itself is striking.  “Pure” is a translation of the Greek adjective katharos,
from which we get the English root “cath.”  The Greek word literally means,
“clean, pure, spotless, unsoiled” and also “clear, open, free.”  Used sometimes
in the moral sense in Greek, it means, “with clean hands, pure, free from
offense” and “clear, genuine, and true.”  This is especially vivid when used
with the word “conscience.”  The Greek word for “conscience” is literally two
words put together which mean “to see together.”  It is the concept of someone
being able to see and know something about another --- to see and to know what
are his or her plans and opinions, to be in their “confidence.”  When we put
all these words together to get the phrase “pure conscience” in Greek, it
paints quite a powerful picture.  It is the picture of my life as what I might
call an “open house” or being an “open book.”  It is an invitation for someone
to walk through my life and to see whatever is there.  To say that I have a
pure conscience is to say that you can walk through my “house” (my life) and it
is all clear.  It is completely open to be viewed and walked through, and you
will find nothing of which I need to be ashamed.  It is clean, genuine, and
pure.  That is what the Apostle Paul was saying about his life.  He serves God
with a pure conscience.  Now, there were certainly things in Paul’s life
in the past about which he was sorrowful and repentant --- his former life
before Christ Jesus.  Also, there can be no doubt that Paul was also a man
still in process, still growing, and who would have had some human weakness and
limitation even at this late stage in his life.  Yet, Paul was so confident in
his standing with God and how Jesus was working in his life that he could
boldly say that he had a pure conscience.  His life was an open book.  Anyone
was welcome to take a walk through his “house” and see whatever they wanted to
see, because Paul knew it was all clear and there was nothing to hide.  What a
way to live!  Can I say this same thing today?  Is anyone welcome to take a
walk through my life to try to find whatever they can?  What would they find? 
Is it all clear today?  Sure, I have human weaknesses and limitations.  I am
still in process and growing.  But can I boldly say today that I serve God with
a pure conscience?  Can I say this to my family and those that know me best?  


Speaking
of having nothing to hide, Paul speaks of purity again when talking about
Timothy and his family in verse 5:  “. . . when I call to remembrance the
GENUINE faith that is in you, which first dwelt in your grandmother Lois and
your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.”  The word
translated “genuine” is also an extremely descriptive term in Greek.  The Greek
word actually expresses the opposite of something.  The root idea refers to the
activity of actors.  When that idea is fleshed out, it carries the concept of
someone playing a part, and even more extremely of making a pretense,
disguising something, or hiding one’s real motives and intentions.  It reminds
me of a corrupt approach to sales.  You have a person with a motive of simply
getting ahead, making a profit, or using someone else.  He or she is willing to
lie or, at the very least, “not tell you everything” in order to make the
sale.  The word Paul is using here, translated “genuine,” is the opposite of
all this.  The kind of faith that Paul is describing in Timothy, his mother,
and his grandmother is a faith that is without any pretending, without playing
any part, and without anything hidden.  Paul is saying that with Timothy’s
family, what you see is what you get!  It is genuine.  Can the same be said of
me?  Is there anything hidden?  Is there anything I am lying about, or at least
“just not telling everything” when it could be important for the person
involved to know?  Am I a corrupt salesperson in any way?  Can I say to
everyone I know, “what you see is what you get”?  


It
is quite obvious that Paul is highlighting this concept of purity and
genuineness from the very beginning of this letter.  It is a contrast that will
unfold even more later in chapter 2 where he speaks of others who have been a
part of “ungodliness,” and how “if anyone cleanses himself from the latter,
he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared
for every good work (2 Tim. 2:21).”  From our view, Paul could have
written this letter without mentioning that he serves God with a clear
conscience.  He could have proceeded without highlighting the genuine faith of
Lois, Eunice, and Timothy.  Yet, Paul felt that there was something
indispensable about mentioning these things.  For him, it was critical.  He
sees it not as a side issue, but as pivotal for the whole letter.  That is the
way he writes.  He is not beating around the bush or delaying the point.  This
is a crucial part of the message.  Why is purity so prominent and important?  


The heritage
of purity


One
thing that Paul points out so clearly in these beginning verses about purity is
that there is a “heritage to it.”  Notice that in verse 3, Paul says that he
serves God with a clear conscience “as my forefathers did.”  Paul’s
forefathers, both physically (he was Jew) and spiritually were the great pillars
of faith in the Old Testament, including the Patriarchs, Moses, and the
prophets.  God has always been urgent about purity, which is evident in the Law
that He gave to Moses.  While there were exceptions and all of these
“forefathers” had their weaknesses and room for growth, we can see the “thread”
of purity and genuine faith running through these generations and the
prophets.  God always called His people to purity, and seems to have always at
least provided someone who was demonstrating it and calling everyone else to it
even in dark times.  Paul sees himself in that line of those who have gone
before him, and sees himself as now the messenger that is handing that baton
off to those following him.  This “lineage” or heritage of purity is also clearly
seen in what Paul describes of Timothy’s family:  “. . . when I call to
remembrance the GENUINE faith that is in you, which first dwelt in your
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.” 
It is clear that Paul makes some kind of connection between what was
happening in Lois, Eunice, and Timothy.  The genuine faith was something that
was being passed down as a precious inheritance, with Timothy being the newest
carrier of the treasure.  


Paul’s
references to this heritage seem to say two important things about purity. 
First, purity is the foundation of all connection and relationship between
people.  “Pure conscience” was the basis of the spiritual lineage in which Paul
counted himself, and “genuine faith” was the very inheritance in Timothy’s
family.  When we consider it, it makes perfect sense that purity of heart and
life, as well as genuineness, is what makes relationship possible.  We are made
in the image of God, and He is the designer and originator of all life and relationship. 
In fact, relationship is His entire plan.  He created us in intimate
relationship in the Garden of Eden, and His plan has always been the restoring
of the relationship that was broken there.  The entire Old Testament paints a
picture of the purity and life to which we are called --- and which we are
unable to live as we should.  The gospel of the New Testament is that what we
could not do, God did by sending Jesus, who restores us and makes us everything
we need to be.  It is He alone who washes away every impurity, restoring us to
purity and producing the genuine faith in us.  He both does this through
relationship with Him, and the relationship with Him only deepens as we allow
Him to continue to purify us and produce the genuine faith within us.  In
summary, there is an intricate tie between purity and relationship.  It is what
God has for us and how He designed us.  


Have
we not all found out how impurity and a lack of genuineness break
relationship?  When we sin, our relationship with God is broken.  Sin also
breaks relationship between people.  Impurity in our lives puts a block in the
way of every relationship.  We may try our best, and pretend it is not there,
but it will always be an invisible wall.  It does not improve, and it does not go
away.  Only when the impurity is cleansed by the Lord Jesus Christ can the way
be opened up for relationship to be restored.  When we are pretending, or just
acting, or hiding something of our true motives and thoughts, it blocks
relationship.  God has built us to be both physical and spiritual beings.  The
two are intimately connected.  What is going on in my physical life is
affecting my spiritual life, and what is going on in my spiritual life (even
unseen by anyone else), affects everything else in my physical life.  Where
there is dishonesty, sin, hiding, or impurity, there is no real relationship.  


On
the other hand, something supernatural happens when Jesus purifies our lives
and when we allow Him to produce a genuine faith in us.  Not only is our
relationship with God restored and healed, but He also begins to bring the
opportunity for restoration of all of our relationships.  Where there has been
dishonesty, hiding, and impurity, and hurt caused by that in marriage, for
example, Jesus can bring about restoration in that marriage when He is allowed
to purify and produce a genuine faith.  He can do the same in every other
relationship.  He is the Healer.  He is the creator of all that is, of all
health, and all relationships.  When He is at work in our lives, He simply
touches relationships.  It is just what He does --- His natural course.  Are
there any relationships in my life that need healed?  Is there anything in my
life that He needs to deal with so that this can take place?  Any hiding, dishonesty,
or impurity?  If so, will I allow Jesus to deal with me now?


A
second thing this “heritage” of purity presents to us is the urgency of what we
pass along.  Paul recognized that Timothy had received something precious from
his mother and grandmother.  They passed Jesus along to him.  Paul was clear
that everything he himself had was from Jesus, and he was desperate to pass
that along to everyone God had placed in his life.  The whole purpose of this
very letter is really all about Timothy.  It is obvious even in these opening
verses how Paul feels about Timothy, his “beloved son.”  Paul felt deeply that
his call as the spiritual father was to give all that he possibly could to
Timothy.  Paul had no position or material things of this world to leave Timothy,
which is evident from the end of the letter.  All that Paul had to give Timothy
was the Jesus and all of what He was doing in Paul’s life.  


This
is one reason why Paul gives such prominent attention to purity in this
letter.  If Paul did not have a “pure conscience,” if he was not pure in Jesus
in his own heart and life, what would he be passing along to Timothy?  There
can be no doubt that God created us to be connected, and that there is a
spiritual connection between us.  Each and every day, and throughout our
lifetimes, we are leaving something behind for people.  Every time I go
into a restaurant or store, I leave behind a sense of something.  Either their
lives are touched by Jesus Christ or not.  What I am is passed along.  The more
significant the relationship, the more this is magnified.  When I am
ministering to a group of people, their lives are being continuously flooded
with what I am inside.  As a parent, my children are daily being flooded with
what I am.  It is not a question of whether or not I am passing something along
spiritually, but what I am passing along spiritually.  They are
receiving something from me!  I will speak to the relationship between a father
and a son since that is the one with which I am most familiar, being both a son
and the father of a son.  We know that a son often takes on the physical
characteristics of his father, whether that be just genetics or imitation.  For
example, my son walks like me (genetics and a learned behavior possibly) and he
cheers for the same teams that I like (imitation).  In addition to this
physical influence that fathers have on sons, there is a spiritual impression
that is made in their lives.  What is happening spiritually in the life of a
father is going to shape the life of a son.  What is so critical about this is
that the spiritual life of the father does not have to be “seen” by the son in
order to be an impact.  In reality, it is what the father is that is
impacting the son.  What is really going on inside the father?  What are his thoughts? 
What does he do when no one is looking?  All of those things are what is being
poured into and shaping the spiritual life of the son.  It is God’s design that
it be this way.  What a powerful opportunity it is for every parent and
grandparent to pour Jesus into his or her family. It is even beyond what is
said or “seen” physically, though it does include this.  It is not about being
perfect in all of our actions, for we realize that we all have human
limitations and are still growing in Christ.  But it is about having a pure
conscience --- a pure heart --- and about having a sincere faith without
pretending.  


What
are we as fathers and grandfathers passing along to our children and
grandchildren?  What are mothers and grandmothers passing along?  What are we
leaving behind for all the people whom we encounter?  What is being poured out
of my life?  No wonder Paul gave such a prominent place to purity in this
letter.


The readiness
of purity


Where
Paul is when he is writing explains the other reason that he gave such a
prominent place to purity in this letter.  He realizes that he is coming down
to the end of his life.  Christians do not need to fear death, for Jesus is the
Lord of life and has conquered death for us all.  This is the “promise of life
in Jesus Christ” that Paul refers to in verse 1.  Yet, even with this
confidence in Jesus in the face of it, death still prompts us to take inventory
of things.  It presses us to think about important things and to consider what
really matters.  This explains some of what people call “foxhole religion,”
where soldiers, who may be facing death, seek God in those moments and gives
their lives to Jesus.  What Paul expresses in his strong statement of serving
God with a “clear conscience” is that he is ready to face death.  Paul has
nothing to hide.  He knows the Lord Jesus Christ, knows that his life is
surrendered to Jesus, and is ready to face Jesus in person.  Paul’s life is an
open book before God and everyone else.  He has responded to all that Jesus has
spoken to him.  There is no “unfinished business” as far as he knows, though he
is always open for Jesus to reveal anything else to him.  While it was not
comfortable to sit in the dungeon of the Mamertine Prison, and there was some
uncertainty about how things were to unfold, Paul was yet at rest in his heart
and spirit.  He had a clean conscience, and he was ready for whatever came ---
even death.  He was ready to meet Jesus in person, with nothing unfinished and
nothing to hide.  


What
was remarkable about Paul was that his conscience was always pure (after
He received Jesus) and he was always ready.  There are some striking
examples of this in the book of Acts when Paul was brought to account or being
tried before authorities.


“Then
Paul, looking earnestly at the council, said, ‘Men and brethren, I have lived
in all good conscience before God until this day (Acts 23:1).”  


“But
I confess to you, that according to the Way which they call a sect, so I
worship the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the
Law and in the Prophets. . . .  This being so, I myself always strive to have a
conscience without offense toward God and men (Acts 24:14-16).”  


Paul
was ready at any time to answer to authorities and to account for his life,
because he had nothing to hide.  There was no need for him to have advanced
notice so that he could know what he was going to say or to figure out how he
was going to “cover his tracks.”  Paul had no tracks that needed to be
covered.  His life was completely open to the Lord Jesus Christ, and,
therefore, could be an open book to anyone who wanted to look.  He had no fear
of what they would do to him, for he knew that his life was completely in God’s
hands.  


The
only way that one could possibly live with this kind of confidence is to have a
pure conscience and a clean heart.  As Paul writes in 1 Timothy 1:5, “The
purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good conscience,
and from sincere faith.”  Consider the awful alternative.  To NOT
have a pure conscience and a sincere faith means that there is something
to hide.  When one has something to hide it produces a terrible fear and
spiritual bondage.  I become increasingly bound up in lies that continue to
grow, even though they may have started out small.  My life becomes more and
more a lie as I drift further and further away from Jesus and the truth.  I
live in terrible fear that I will be caught or found out.  It is exhausting to
have to continually play a role, to pretend, to cover up, and to wonder what
anyone else might know about what is really happening in my life.  Living in
this kind of lie is what destroys people.  Death and the serious matters of
life only increase my fear, for I know that I am not ready.  There is too much
unfinished business.  


But
there is great freedom in the truth.  I have no fear of being found out,
because I am open to the Lord Jesus Christ and His Word, and my life is an open
book.  There is nothing to hide or cover up.  I don’t have to worry about what
anyone thinks or suspects.  I am growing in the truth and His truth is growing
in me. There is a comfort, a peace, and a joy in just living each day in Him. 
Jesus said in John 3:20-21:


“For
everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest
his deeds should be exposed.  But he who does the truth comes to the light,
that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God.”  


It
is easy to understand how one “practicing evil” never feels ready to face truth
or death, because there is always something to cover up.  It is also easy to
understand how one who “does the truth” and has a pure conscience is not afraid
of the light.  He or she is prepared for anything.  They need no advanced
notice.  Put them in any situation, anytime, and they are ready --- because
they are open to the Lord Jesus Christ and His Word, and their lives are an
open book.  We understand that we, as Christians, are still in process and
growing.  But for those that are responding to Him from a pure heart and conscience,
they are ready for any situation, including death itself.  There is no
unfinished business as far as they know.  They can face whatever comes with
confidence, peace, and joy.  


Do
I have that peace and confidence in Him today?  Is there anything to hide or
cover?  Is there anything that I am worried about people finding out?  Would I
need advanced warning if I was going to be questioned or have to give an
account?  “Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes,
who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the
counsels of the hearts (1 Cor. 4:5).”  Am I ready?  Is my heart and
conscience with Him clear so that I can rest in Him?  Am I ready for anything,
including death?  If not, what do I need to confess to Him today?  I don’t need
to live in impurity anymore.  After listing some of the characteristics of the
impure life, Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 6:11:  “And such were some of
you.  But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in
the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.”  This is
what God has for us, and Jesus can do it in us today!  He will take me as I
am.  I cannot fix the past, but I can respond to Him in repentance, and be
willing to be exposed.  He will do it all, for purity has always been what He
alone can produce.  Would I allow Him to purify me?  


QUESTIONS FOR
FURTHER REFLECTION


1.      
What is so important to me that it would be prominent in any last words
I would have for my loved one?  


2.      
What I am passing along to them?  What is the spiritual inheritance I
leave them?  What has been poured out on their lives?  


3.      
I am ready for anything that comes, including death, or is there any
unfinished business in my life?  











Steps of Courage


2 Timothy 1:3-8


What leads to
courage


2
Timothy 1:7 has always been one of my favorite verses of scripture.  It has
been one of those that I have memorized and often speak aloud even to myself as
an encouragement and reminder of what is true.  This is certainly what this
verse and the entire letter of 2 Timothy meant to Timothy at this time in his
life.  We don’t know all of the circumstances, but we do recognize from this
letter and from 1 Timothy that he was in need of strengthening and
encouraging.  He must have been under pressure, and needed support, or a
helping hand.  Most of all, Timothy needed to be reminded of the truth in the
midst of whatever he was facing.  Verse 7 certainly provides that in a powerful
way.  “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love
and of a sound mind.”  What great truth this must have been for
Timothy.  What a needed and clear reminder it was.  I can easily believe this
was true for Timothy for two reasons.  First, the Holy Spirit inspired the
writing of this through Paul.  Isn’t it wonderful and amazing how God always
knows what we need, and how His Word speaks to all people of all ages and
cultures?  The second reason I can believe that this resonated with Timothy is
because of how I see the need of this truth in my own life.  2 Timothy 1:7 has
been and continues to be something of a “lifeline” for me personally in
difficult times.  God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of
love and of a sound mind!


As
powerful as verses like this can be in our lives, it is still important to see
them in the light of context and the flow of thought in the scriptures where we
find them.  When we take verses alone, as powerful in truth as they might be,
two consequences might follow.  In the worst case scenario, we might go off on
a tangent or down a trail of thought that God did not have in mind when the
Holy Spirit inspired the writing of these words.  Secondly, even if we don’t go
down a wrong trail in thought, we might at least miss the depth and power of
the truth of Jesus Christ that is being conveyed through this part of God’s
Word.  It is crucial for us to remember that the real purpose of God’s Word is
not simply to share truths, but it is to reveal the Truth, who is Jesus
Christ.  While every verse and every word matters, the revelation of Truth
really comes when we see the scripture in context and in the flow of what the
Holy Spirit has inspired to be written.  When we are immersed in the context
and He begins to reveal the depth of truth (1 Cor. 2:10) of the scripture,
something miraculous happens.  Verses like 2 Timothy 1:7 become much more than
just an inspirational thought; it becomes the living Word of God to us which
has power to truly change us.  Therefore, I am seeking to see and understand
more the context of 2 Timothy 1:7.  When we stand back and see what leads up to
it and what follows, something remarkable begins to come into focus.  There is
a flow of thought.  That is especially evident when we notice some of the
connective words used at the beginnings of verses.  Verse 6 begins with
“therefore,” verse 7 begins with “for,” and verse 8 begins with “therefore.” 
This means that there is a strong connection and flow of thought through these
verses.  Paul is saying something under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 
Let’s look at the particular elements in the flow of thought in order to come
to the overall meaning.  


Pure
conscience, genuine faith (verses 3-5)


We
found in verses 3 and 5 that Paul lays a foundational concept for the remainder
of this letter and for all of Christianity.  He states boldly and plainly in
verse 3 that he serves God with a “pure conscience.”  This is a
striking portrayal of the kind of life which Paul lives.  One way to describe
it might be as an “open house” life.  It is as if Paul welcomes anyone and
everyone to take a look around his life.  One would be free to roam throughout
the “house” of his life and to take a peek in any corner, behind any door,
under anything, and even on his computer.  Literally, Paul has nothing
whatsoever to hide from anyone.  His life is a demonstration of Jesus both in
public and in private.  That concept is further reinforced by what Paul says in
verse 5, where he speaks of the “genuine faith” which is in
Timothy.  The wording literally indicates that it is the opposite of play
acting.  When you see Timothy’s life, you are not seeing him play a role.  In a
manner of speaking, “what you see is what you get.”  What you see of Timothy
when he is preaching is what you will see of him in his private life.  Again,
there is nothing to hide.  What Paul describes in these verses is the concept
that Jesus spoke of in John 3:20-21:  “For everyone practicing evil hates
the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 
But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly
seen, that they have been done in God.”  This is the life of purity
and genuineness that Paul is emphasizing from the beginning of this letter.  It
is a life that has no fear of the light.  It is a life in which we are ready at
all times for any “surprise inspection,” for there is nothing to cover up.  I
have only come to realize more the central part this plays in Paul’s message to
Timothy in this letter.  It is crucial for the witness of the gospel of Jesus
Christ, for the spiritual heritage we leave behind, and for our own readiness
at all times.  As he faces death, Paul knows there is no unfinished business. 
This is because he has responded to all the light he has had in his life up to
the very moment of this writing.  This is the crucial attitude and practice of
the Christian life.  We realize that we have many rough edges, and much room
for growth.  This was true for Paul as well.  But it is possible to live with a
“pure conscience” because we have said “Yes” to Jesus on all that we know. 
Will we do this in our lives?  


Keep the
flame (verse 6)


After
highlighting this crucial posture of the Christian life, which is living in the
light, Paul urges Timothy to continue on in this manner in verse 6.  Note that
verse 6 begins with the word, “therefore.”  Verse 6 is not a new thought, but a
logical continuation of what Paul has been talking about in the previous
verses.  In strong and vivid language, Paul tells Timothy “to stir up the
gift of God which is in you.”  The “gift” is the precious indwelling
presence of Jesus Christ through His Spirit.  His indwelling presence is the
absolute source of the Christian life.  He is to be treasured in our hearts and
with our entire lives (an “open house” life).  We are to remain in close
intimacy with Him, allowing Him to be our priority in all things.  The
relationship with Him is what matters at all times as we respond to Him moment
by moment.  Paul describes this continuing lifestyle in a dramatic way by using
the words “stir up.”  The Greek wording has the connotation of fanning a fire
into flame or keeping it ablaze.  It describes the crucial task of tending to a
fire.  An actual survival situation in the wilderness brings anyone involved to
full realization of the necessity of a fire.  It is what provides warmth,
light, safety, and ability to cook food, among other things.  Someone in a
survival situation will keep constant attention to the fire.  The gathering of
adequate firewood becomes a priority.  Keeping an eye on the fire and
maintaining it are always in the plans and thoughts.  It is the last thing one
thinks of before going to sleep at night, and the first thought in the
morning.  “How is the fire?”  


This
is how Paul implores Timothy to live with regard to Jesus --- the gift within
him.  It is crucial that Timothy will stay attentive to Jesus day and night. 
It is imperative that Timothy remain sensitive to Him.  Let Him be the last
thing you think of before sleep, and the first thing upon waking.  Live in a
constant awareness of Him in every moment of your day.  Allow Him to light your
way and to keep you spiritually warm.  Your life depends upon Him!  The same is
true for each of us.  How attentive am I to Him?  Do I treat Him as a precious
treasure within?  Is He the light and warmth of my life?  Am I keeping the
flame by staying attentive to Him and responding to all the light that I have? 
Respond to Jesus at all times with all that I know, and continue in that.  If I
realize that I have been distracted from Him, just come back to Him.  Keep the
flame!


Power, love,
and a sound mind (verse 7)


This
brings us to verse 7 and the powerful truth it presents.  “For God has not
given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.”  Note
once again the connective word that begins this verse: “for.”  This means that
what Paul is saying in verse 7 is strongly connected to what he has been
saying.  Verses 3-5 spoke of the clear conscience and genuine faith that come
from saying “Yes” to Jesus.  Verse 6 urges the continuation of this posture and
a constant attentiveness to Jesus like the keeping of a fire.  What is the
fruit of this in the life of one who lives in this kind of response to Jesus? 
He gives us His power, love, and sound mind.  The word “gave” speaks a
great deal that will need to be looked at further.  One immediately striking
thing about it is that it is in the aorist tense, which just states the fact of
it.  The fact that we have power, love, and a sound mind from Jesus is a
concrete reality.  It is not something to be imagined or hoped for; it is not a
fairy tale or wishful thinking.  It is simply what He is and does in the lives
of those who respond to Him and in whom He lives.  It reminds of us what Paul
wrote in Romans 8:9-17.  When He is in us through His Spirit, there is a new
reality about us.  We are now the “sons [and daughters] of God;” we have His
Spirit within us; and we now live by His Spirit.  “For you did not receive
the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by
whom we cry out, ‘Abba, Father.’  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our
spirit that we are children of God (Rom. 8:15-16).”  


There
are two important things that stand out to us again in this.  First, it is all
about Jesus’ indwelling presence through His Spirit.  This is the absolute key
of the Christian life.  It is not a life of doing better or trying harder.  It
is all about His Spirit within us!  Stay attentive to Him!  Secondly, there is
something supernatural that happens in the life of a person for whom this is
true.  That person’s life is no longer simply the sum total of who he is or
what she can do.  There is a new power and fruit in his or her life because it
is now Jesus within.  This is what Paul is reminding Timothy of in verse 7.  If
we are responding to Him and walking in His light, then we are not possessed by
the fear that we used to know.  We no longer have to live according to how we
once lived.  We are now sourced by Him, that the fruit of that is His power,
his love, and His sound mind.  Remember that these things are not us.  Without
Him there is no power, no love, and no sound mind.  These are HIS qualities;
they are who He is.  He now graciously brings who He is and begins to make that
the quality of our lives.  How wonderful and gracious He is.  No wonder that we
treasure Him.  Paul was reminding Timothy of the simple facts of who Jesus is
in Timothy’s life, and what the fruit of that is.  It is not something that
Timothy has to hope or wish for.  It just is true, because Jesus is real in
Timothy!  Would I yield my life to Him and allow Him to make these qualities of
His real in my life as well?  It is a fact of the Christian existence: power,
love, and a sound mind.  I cannot do them, but He will be them in me.  


Courageous
(verse 8)


This
has all been a powerful reminder of truth for Timothy.  There is no doubt that
he needed it, just as I do on a continual basis.  How easy it is for us to be
distracted, and what strength there is in knowing the truth!  Yet, Paul is not finished
yet.  In some ways, it as if he is only beginning.  For, we find another
connective word at the beginning of verse 8:  “THEREFORE do not be ashamed
of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the
sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God.”  There is
much depth in this that will be explored later.  What we can immediately see
for certain is that Paul is boldly calling Timothy to join him in the
sufferings of the gospel.  Paul is certainly in a dark and difficult place as
he writes these words.  As a prisoner in the Mamertine Prison, he is not only
being held in wretched conditions, but he, then, is also something of a risk
for anyone who is connected with him.  Prisoners were held in contempt in Roman
society, and prisoners being held where Paul was were enemies of the state. 
How easy or tempting it might have been for those who knew Paul to distance
themselves from him at this point to avoid suspicion themselves.  Paul speaks
in later verses in chapter 1 of those who “turned away” from him (v. 15), and
also of one named Onesiphorus who “was not ashamed of my chain (v. 16).”  We
don’t know what Timothy might have been going through that drew these words
from Paul.  Yet, in any case, we know that Paul is calling Timothy to a new
level or next step in his life.  It is a call to a boldness to join with Paul
in sufferings and not being ashamed.  Is it not the call for every Christian? 
The way of Jesus Christ is never easy.  It is a call to join in sufferings and
to not be ashamed.  It is always and continually a call to the cross.  It is a
call to be courageous.  It is the opposite of what Paul alluded to in verse 7. 
“God has not given us a spirit of FEAR . . . .”  A more literally
translation of “fear” is “cowardice.”  Paul is literally reminding Timothy in
verse 7 that God has not made us cowards.  The Spirit of Jesus Christ in us
produces quite the opposite:  power, love and sound mind.  As we respond to Him
continually and “keep the flame” of His presence within, Christians are sourced
with all courage and boldness to walk wherever God is leading us.  This was
true for Timothy.  He had all he needed for this next step that God had for
him.  It is true for us as well, and it always will be true.  


Steps of courage


When
we stand back and look at the entire flow of thought, we see that Paul is
really calling Timothy to a bold new step or new level in Timothy’s life.  The
more we look at Paul’s letters, the more we realize that this is always his
role.  He is the older one who is always running alongside the younger one and
urging him or her on.  Is this not always the role of the “old guy?”  To whom
are we the “old guy?”  Every one of us has someone that God has placed in our
life to whom we are to be the encourager.  We are the one he or she looks at as
the old guy.  This seems to take on even more urgency in this letter of 2
Timothy, whether that was because of the severity of Timothy’s situation, or
because of Paul’s awareness that his own days in this world were coming to a
close.  Whatever, the case, Timothy was in a place of new challenge; somewhere
he had never been before; in a situation that was more than he had ever faced
before.  What was Paul’s admonishment to him in this?  Keep responding to
Jesus, Timothy.  In this way, we recognize that Paul was presenting something
of a cycle in these verses.  By responding to Jesus and having a pure
conscience, and allowing the fire of His presence to keep burning inside, He
produces in us His power, love, and sound mind.  The reason He does this is to
resource us for a courageous, new, next step that He has for us.  When we come
to that moment, we respond to Him in that and allow the fire of His presence to
keep burning inside.  As we do this, He resources us even more with His power,
love, and sound mind in preparation for yet another courageous, new, next step.



The
key point in it all is that God always, always, has a next step for us. 
This is an integral part of relationship with Him.  No relationship can thrive or
even survive when it is stagnant.  Relationship is all about growth together. 
This is especially true of our relationship with Him.  Being a Christian is
never an arrival.  It is always a journey into knowing Him in greater intimacy,
responding to Him more, and allowing Him to produce more of who He is in our
lives.  Christians, as Paul expresses of himself in Philippians chapter 3, are
always growing, never having arrived.  Our hearts may be surrendered to Him,
but there is much to be done in our lives to allow who He is to permeate every
thought, word, and action.  No matter how long I am a Christian, there is more
growth to come --- more for Jesus to do and be in me.  That causes me to always
and forever be in a posture of seeking and openness.  “What would You like to
do in me next, Lord?  How will You speak to me?”  I keep responding to the new
light that He brings to me, and then get ready for more new light to come! 
This makes all the difference in the Christian life, and it is the key to
keeping the fire.  


In
addition to this, we realize in Paul’s words to Timothy that God’s next steps
for us are always a challenge.  The next step He has for us is always going to
be bigger than any we have taken before.  Each and every step will lead me to
feel like I am “in over my head.”  This is God’s way of operating, and this is
how growth takes place.  At least one reason God leads us in this way is so
that I will have to solely depend upon Him for what I need.  Jesus will be my
only resource in every step.  Each step will demand great courage, for I will
not be able to see what is ahead or how it is going to work out.  Yet, when I
respond to Him, He will be my power, love, and sound mind.  I learn to trust
Him more and more for anything that will come.  In this way, each step of trust
in Him is a preparation for what is to come.  Since each step will be a bigger
step of faith, there is no way I can be ready for any particular step without
having responded to Him for the previous steps.  He created me and knows me,
and He knows the plan of growth and progression that needs to take place in me
particularly.  He is ordering my days and circumstances so that He can produce
what is needed in me.  There is no skipping of steps or skipping ahead.  I
cannot avoid what He has for me in this moment.  He has prepared me through
previous responses for where He has me at this moment, and the response of this
moment is the crucial preparation for what is ahead that I cannot yet see or
know.  This is the call that God has for us for our entire lifetime in this
world.  It is how He produces His fruit in us.  It is how He develops
courageous Christians who will walk in complete faith and respond to Him no
matter what.  


This
was the call for Timothy, and Paul was urging him to walk forward into this new
challenge with courage and faith in Jesus.  It is the call for us in our day. 
Does not our world need some courageous Christians who will stand tall and walk
fearlessly in Him?   What is the alternative?  Paul says, “God has not given
us a spirit of FEAR, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.”  The
Greek word here translated as “fear” could literally be translated
“cowardice.”  This is the alternative of walking courageously in response to
Jesus.  If we do not respond to Him and walk in each next step that He has for
us, we will end up being cowardly and living that way.  Cowardice manifests
itself in different ways, but all of it is the opposite of what the New
Testament describes for Christians --- what Jesus can really do and be in our
lives.  Paul’s own life was a testimony of this reality.  He had not arrived,
but he lived in constant response to Jesus.  As a result, Jesus was doing more
in and through His life than perhaps Paul even could have imagined.  Now,
sitting on death row with an uncertain future, Paul could trust Him again and
go forward courageously.  Paul’s life was a demonstration that Christianity is
more than a theory.  Jesus is real in the lowest and most difficult places of
this world.  It was an invitation to Timothy, and to us, to allow the same to
take place in us.  


Timothy
just needed a reminder.  Keep responding Timothy.  Walk in the light and say
“Yes” to Him in all He reveals and whatever He has for you.  Allow the fire
inside to keep burning.  Let His power, love, and sound mind resource you to
walk courageously in what is next.  We don’t know for sure what that was for
Timothy, but he would be in over his head for the remainder of his life. 
Jesus’ resource would be more than enough for each step.  What is that next
step for me?  What is He doing or where is He leading that will take me in over
my head?  He wants to source me to be a courageous Christian with all the
power, love, and sound mind that I will need.  Will I allow Him?  Will I respond
now?  


QUESTIONS FOR
FURTHER REFLECTION


1.      
What is the courageous, new, next step that God has for me?  What is it
that He is speaking to me clearly about at this moment, about what He wants to
do in me or where He wants to lead?  How will I respond right now?  


2.      
What response to Him can I look back to and see how He prepared me for
this new step?  How did He show His faithfulness there?  


3.      
Is there anyone I know whose life has been a demonstration of this kind
of “responding life”?  To whom will I be the “old guy” and allow my life to be
an encouragement and testimony?









Hallmarks


2 Timothy 1:7


The
real thrust this letter seems to be Paul’s desire to prepare Timothy for the
ministry that is yet ahead of this young man.  With that in mind, it is
interesting to note the content: what is emphasized and what is not
emphasized.  There are not really any to-do lists.  There is no discussion of
strategy or plans.  Instead, in what may be his final words to Timothy in what
may be his final days, Paul focuses in on matters of the heart.  It is all a
discussion of “being” rather than “doing.”  When it comes down to it, what Paul
believes matters most is that Timothy have the necessary qualities for
ministry.  Paul believes that everything else will follow, though he is not afraid
to tack on some practical points here and there.  Yet, it is all based on the
reality of these fundamental hallmarks that must evident in Timothy’s life. 
Paul knows that these are not anything that Timothy can do.  These hallmarks
are the clear manifestation of Jesus and the work of His Spirit.  Paul writes
in 2 Timothy 1:7:  “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power
and of love and of a sound mind.”  


As
we see these hallmarks “fleshed out” through the remainder of the letter, it is
helpful to recognize that Paul brings them to light by also painting a
contrasting picture.  In the contrast we see more clearly what it is that God
has given to us and who we are in Jesus Christ.  


Power versus
a form of godliness


When
Paul reminds Timothy that God has given us a spirit of “power,” he is restating
one of the most primary points of the New Testament.  The word here translated
as “power” is the Greek word dunamis, from which we derive the English
word “dynamite.”  It literally means “power, might, strength, or force.” 
It is the abundantly clear New Testament message that Christianity is a change
of power sources.  Instead of being sourced by ourselves, Christianity is the
invitation to be indwelt by the living Person of Jesus Christ, through His
Spirit.  When He comes to live within us, we are now sourced by Him.  All that
He is now comes to bear within us and through our lives.  This means that
Christians are, in essence, “supernatural” people.  We don’t mean this in a
fantastic sense, as if we are superheroes or something.  However, it does mean
that we live in the supernatural resourcing of Jesus Christ in our lives.  He
is producing in and through us what we could have never expected.  There is
something about the life of a Christian that is different.  It is something
appealing, winsome, supernatural.  There is a power about their lives. 
It is the same power that is at work in Jesus.  As He was and is sourced by His
Father, so we now are sourced by that same life and power.  The message of the
New Testament is clear, even if it is radical:  we can expect Christians to be
the reproductions of the life of Jesus in our day.  His power is at work in
us.  While the references would be far too many to list here, consider just a
few:


“And
He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect
in weakness.’  Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities,
that the power of Christ may rest upon me (2 Cor. 12:9).”  


“.
. . and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe,
according the working of His mighty power which He worked in Christ when He
raised Him from the dead and seated Him at the right hand in the heavenly
places . . . (Eph. 1:19-20).”  


“Now
to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that works in us . . . (Eph. 3:20).”  


“To
this end I labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily
(Col. 1:29).”  


In
contrast to this reality of those who are in Christ Jesus and responding to
Him, Paul describes the alternative in 2 Timothy 3:5.  He began in verse 1 of
that chapter telling Timothy that “perilous times will come.”  He
goes on to describe those are not sourced by Jesus Christ, giving a list of
their “hallmarks.”  One of these hallmarks is that they are “having a form
of godliness but denying its power.”  This is graphic language which
gives starkness to the contrast.  “Form” comes from the Greek word morphe,
which means “form, semblance, or shape.”  Webster’s English dictionary defines
“semblance” in the following way:  “a superficial or token appearance: show.” 
The definition also goes on to define semblance as “the smallest trace.”  This
is the picture Paul gives us of those who are not sourced by Jesus Christ, but
may be pretending to be Christians.  They may have a superficial or token
appearance.  They may be able to put on a show. However, in reality, they
simply have the smallest trace of Him in their lives.  When you get beyond the
initial appearance and the show, when you go “backstage,” you would have to
look long and hard to find the slightest trace of Jesus in their lives.  In an
even more dire assessment, Paul goes on to emphasize that these “show” people
are “denying its [godliness] power.”  What is so striking about the word “deny”
is that it literally means to decline or refuse.  Furthermore, it is in the
perfect tense, which means that it is an action in the past of which the
results are continuing.  It is a picture of people who have made a decision in
the past to refuse the power of God in their lives in favor of putting on a
show.  Worse yet, they have continued on in this charade.  


Paul
reminds and urges Timothy that this is not who we are in Christ.  The pure
conscience and genuine faith (an “open house” life) of which Paul spoke earlier
allows for a demonstration of the Holy Spirit and the power of Jesus in our
lives.  There is something different, something supernatural, about those in
Christ.  It is obvious at first, and it is even more evident when you go
“backstage” in their lives.  


Lover of God
versus lover of self


Paul
reminds Timothy that a second hallmark of those in Christ and responding to
Jesus with all of their hearts is “love.”  He has not only given us a spirit of
power, but also a spirit of love.  When Paul speaks of this in verse 7, he uses
the Greek word agape to describe the characteristic love of God that is
portrayed throughout the New Testament.  Agape describes a
self-sacrificing kind of love.  It is a love that it completely focused on and
concerned for the well-being of the other.  It is a love that says, “It’s all
about you, and not about me.”  It is this word, or a derivative of it, that is
used in connection with God nearly all of the time in the New Testament.  In
other words, God Himself is the source and definition of this kind of love.  1
John 4:8 tells us that, “God is love [agape].”  It is His very
nature; it is who He is.  There is no clearer demonstration of this than the
death of Jesus on the cross.  In response to His Father, Jesus gave Himself for
us with no concern for Himself.  In the cross we see the bare display of the love
of God.  Yet, it has always been His nature.  While we can see it at the cross,
we also recognize it in every breath of the life of Jesus.  Every word, action,
and thought was permeated with this agape love.  As it is verbalized in
the old Charles Wesley hymn, “And Can It Be,” He “emptied himself of all but
love, and bled for Adam’s helpless race.”  The reason Jesus did not empty himself
of love is because He could not; it is who He is.  And it showed up in
everything in His life:  a complete regard for others with no concern for
Himself.  


This
is the spirit that He has placed within us.  He has given us a spirit of love. 
That is the essential message of the New Testament.  It is what he epistles of
Paul to individuals and churches are all about.  It is a picture of what it
looks like for the love of Jesus Christ to be lived out through the lives of
people like us.  It is not something we can do.  It is not simply a matter of
trying to be more courteous and kind.  It is back to the supernatural realty we
recognized in the word “power.”  There is really something different about
Christians.  They love like Jesus loves.  It is not a strained love.  There is
something that flows from their hearts toward others like rivers of living
water.  It is evident in what they say and do, and it is even apparent on their
faces.  He is loving through us in a way that only He can love.  We have been
given a spirit of love.  


We
again see a contrast to this in 2 Timothy chapter 3 as Paul describes the
alternative to agape love.  In verse 2 Paul writes, “For men will be
lovers of self, lovers of money . . . .”  Toward the end of this list of
traits, he says that they will be “lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of
God.”  It is obvious from these, and from a brief reading of the
entire list of traits, that those who exhibit them are focused upon
themselves.  They are self-absorbed.  The depth of this is reflected in the
striking language Paul uses to convey these traits.  The Greek words that are
translated “lovers of self” and “lovers of pleasure” are used only here in the
New Testament.  “Lovers of money” is used only one other place to describe the Pharisees
in Luke 16:14.  Each of these words is a compound word, meaning two words put
together.  In each case, it is the Greek word for phileo plus another
word (self, money, and pleasure).  The Greek word phileo communicates a
friendship or brotherly love.  This provides a fascinating and tragic image of
the person who is described by these traits.  His or her best friends are self,
money, and pleasure.  That is what he is closest to, or what she holds dearest
in this life.  Perhaps the first of these is most descriptive of all of them. 
When a person is not in Christ and not responding to Him, he is a lover of
self.  His best friend is himself.  His favorite person is himself.  His
favorite hobby and pastime is himself.  He is absolutely absorbed in himself
and it is always going to be about him.  He is the star, writer, producer, and
director of the show.  


Paul
wants to remind Timothy that this is not what we are about because it is not
who Jesus is.  Jesus has never been about the show.  His life has never been
about the limelight.  From a manger to a cross, He has always been nothing so
that all people could receive life.  That is what agape love does, and
this is the spirit that He places in us:  His Spirit.  Those in whom He lives
will grow increasingly in this love.  The closer you to get to them, the more
obvious it will become, even through their weakness.  


Functionality
versus chaos


The
final hallmark Paul identifies in verse 7 is the most difficult to understand
from the original Greek.  The New King James translates it as the spirit of “a
sound mind” which He gives us, while the NIV and others translate it as “self
discipline.”  The Holman Christian Standard Bible says, “sound judgment,” while
the English Standard Version translates it as “self-control.”  The Message
simply puts it as “sensible.”  While one can find some connection in these
different translations, I have felt there is a need to understand the word
deeper to get to a better understanding of what the essence of it is really all
about.  It is one of the more vague words that Paul uses in his writings. 
Furthermore, this is the only time this particular form of it is used in Paul’s
letters, and so we cannot look to other places to see the meaning of it in that
context.  This Greek word, sophronismos, is derived from the basic word,
sophron (both long “o” sound).  This basic word is a compound of two
words.  Sos (long “o” sound) carries the idea of “safe, sound, healthy,
whole, entire.”  Phran (long “a” sound) is the Greek word used to describe
the inner part of a person that is central to human function, such as the
heart, mind, understanding, and reason.  This compound word, sophron, is
very vague and difficult for us to understand because we are so far removed
from the Greek culture of the first century.  However, when we look at the
basic meanings of the different parts, we can begin to get a basic
understanding that it is speaking something about the healthy functioning of a
human being.  In the ancient Greek culture, this word was known by them to
explain a principle that was central to the functioning of their society.  If a
society was to function properly and in an orderly way, then there would have
to be this principle of “order” or the sound function of people together. 
Order was important to the Greeks, and they contributed much to Western society
in the areas of law and culture, even down to the way we design our cities. 
While it is hard to get down to it all the way since we are so far removed, we
can understand that basic concept is all about order and functionality,
particularly in the way people operate together in a society.  In this regard,
this word that Paul is using speaks more particular of social order than
mathematical order (though the Greeks were very much into that as well!).  This
fits with the way in which Paul uses some other forms of this word in other
letters.  While he only uses sophronismos here in 2 Timothy, he actually
uses sophron in places like 1 Timothy 3:2 and Titus 1:8 and 2:2,5.  In
each of these, Paul is describing the characteristics required for Christian
leadership in the church and in families.  One of the hallmarks of Christian
leadership is that there is a healthy functionality in the family and in the
body of Christ.  Wherever Jesus is leading as we are responding to Him, there
is an orderliness.  While perhaps not always perfect because of our
shortcomings, He causes things to function in a healthy way when we allow Him
to lead.  Paul really spoke to this issue firmly in 1 Corinthians because of
the disorderly, chaotic, and damaging way they were operating with one
another.  He closes that part of the discussion in 1 Corinthians 14:33 by
stating, “For God is not the author of confusion but of peace.”  


This
is the contrast we see when Paul lists the traits of those not responding to
Jesus in 2 Timothy 3:1-5.  We already saw that they have a “form of godliness”
and that they are “lovers of themselves.”  One other overarching theme we see
in the list of traits is a certain kind chaos that follows those who say “No”
to Jesus.  The chaos is very obvious in some of the traits that Paul names,
such “without self-control” and what the NASB calls “reckless.”  Yet, when we
step back and look at the entire list of traits, we see an overall dysfunction in
relationships.  Essentially, when people are not responding to Jesus, they
cannot get along with others.  There is a destructiveness they bring to their
relationships and all structure around them.  Rather than their lives making
the impression of Christ Jesus on people, their lives destroy others and lead
them astray, as Paul goes on to describe in the following verses.  This is why
Paul instructs Timothy at the conclusion of verse 5:  “From such people turn
away!”

                Paul’s strong reminder to Timothy in 2 Timothy 1:7 is
that Jesus wants to reflect His life in us in such a way that it brings an
orderly and healthy functionality to our lives, to our families, and to the
body of Christ around us.  We are not perfect, having may human limitations
while we still grow in Him.  We will make mistakes, and the “sound mind” or
level of functionality that Jesus brings to our lives does not guarantee that
everything will always go smoothly.  In fact, the cross promises us quite the
opposite sometimes.  Yet, Jesus brings “peace” (1 Cor. 14:33) in the midst of
human brokenness and mess.  He can demonstrate Himself so clearly through these
cracked human vessels.  In a way that I cannot yet understand, His Spirit
produces something orderly even in the midst of what can seem to be disorder in
this world.  An example that brought this to life for me happened at our
church.  On one particular Sunday, our associate pastor preached and then led
the congregation in communion together.  In a beautiful picture of the body of
Christ, our senior pastor served as an assistant to him in the process.  On
that particular Sunday, we were all gathered together in one worship service
instead of having the regular two different worship services.  As is sometimes
the case, the serving of communion did not all go smoothly.  Some of the trays
had run out of elements, and there was a need to scramble a little bit to get
trays to the right place in order to get everyone served.  As I watch that
process, it could have looked to be disorderly.  But as I watched the senior
pastor, in this servant role, help to get everyone served, I felt like I saw a
picture of what Paul is talking about.  In the midst of human disorder, Jesus
brought His order and demonstrated Himself.  He showed His love.  I saw how the
staff cared for one another and loved one another and the congregation, and how
they worked together to serve everyone, even though it took longer than usual. 
It was a demonstration of what Jesus does among people.  We may not do
everything perfectly, but He can demonstrate Himself perfectly in the midst of
that.  


Is
that not what real life is like?  Who among us has a life in which everything
goes smoothly all the time?  Yet, the promise of the gospel is that Jesus can
bring His peace and His “order” into all our “disorders.”  He can be our order,
our peace, our purpose, and our wholeness.  That is the hallmark and birthright
of those who are responding to Jesus, for it is who He is.  This is Paul’s
urgent reminder to Timothy as a preparation for whatever is ahead for him.  


In the flesh


Paul
is doing so much more here than just providing Timothy with some concepts or
ideas.  He is desperate to present to Timothy a life and death reality.  The
truth of what Paul is saying is being played out in flesh and blood.  Paul
gives names of those whose lives demonstrate the traits that result from saying
“No” to Jesus (2 Timothy 1:15; 2:17; and 4:14).  It is a sure thing that those
who resist Jesus will exhibit these traits.  They may have a form of godliness,
but behind the curtain you will find destructive self-absorption and chaos. 
This will be true of anyone that is not responding to Him.  Paul is urgent that
Timothy’s life be the demonstration of the Spirit of Jesus within Him:  power,
love, and a sound mind.  Paul wants to remind Timothy of what is real and who
Jesus wants to be in him both in the current difficult situation and in that
which is to come in Timothy’s life.  This is the very same as what Jesus wants
to be in our lives in our current situations and in everything to come in our
lives.  How are we to allow that to be the case?


We
are reminded again of the words that began verse 7:  “For God has not GIVEN .
. . .”  It is clear again that the power, love, and sound mind of which Paul
speaks is something from God.  It is not something that Timothy does.  It is
who Jesus is and will be in Timothy if he will respond.  This is just the bare
facts of Christianity, and it is why Paul states this “has given” in the aorist
tense.  That means that it is just the fact.  The truth of Jesus Christ and His
power, love, and sound mind is more real than the air I breathe or the sun in
the sky.  He is real, and this is what He does in the lives of all those who
just keep responding to Him.  


This
brings it back once again to the “pure conscience” and “genuine faith” that
Paul wrote of in verses 3 and 5.  Paul is describing in these an “open house”
kind of life in which a person simply says “Yes” to Jesus and everything He
reveals to him or her.  That person still has many human limitations and there
is much room for growth, but is walking in all the light that he or she has
received from Him and His Word.  That is what allows Him to increasingly be all
that He is in their lives and to be a witness to the world of His reality
through them.  This is what He will do unless we choose to say “No” to Him,
settling for a “form of godliness but denying its power.”  If we will say “Yes”
to Him always and walk in the light that we have, we can be sure that He will
be producing His power, love, and sound mind in us.  This is what He gave to
Timothy, and He has just as surely given it to us.  He has given us Himself,
and He never changes.  


QUESTIONS FOR
FURTHER REFLECTION


1.      
Is my life a form of godliness, or is His power at work in me?  What
work has He most recently done in my life that can only be explained by His
power? 


2.      
Has His agape love been at work in me, or has it been all about
me?  Have I been the servant or the star, producer, and director?  


3.      
Has He been bringing about health and functionality in relationships, or
is there chaos and destructiveness taking place behind the scenes?  


4.      
What light is He bringing to my life at this very moment?  How will I
respond now?









The Fellowship of Suffering


2 Timothy 1:8


Identified
with Jesus


As
you begin to dig into 2 Timothy 1:8 you begin to get more of a sense of the
deeper calling that was on Timothy’s life at this time:  that next “step of
courage” for him.  We do not have many, or any, of the details of what this was
or what it involved.  We can only construct some things from what Paul wrote to
him.  We know from 1 Timothy 4:12 that Timothy was a young pastor (Paul also
tells him to “flee youthful lusts” in 2 Tim. 2:22).  We also know that Paul was
writing both 1 Timothy and 2 Timothy to instruct him and encourage him in
leading the church at Ephesus, which included overseeing worship, appointing
leaders, and even addressing false teachers.  But the concern of Paul seems to
be as much or more for Timothy and his own growth than for the actual matters
themselves, important as they may be.  The sense of this letter is that this is
a stretching time for Timothy.  We cannot assume that he was getting “off
track,” as 2 Timothy 1:8 might be taken:  “Therefore do not be ashamed of
the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the
sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God.”  Rather than
fearing him being “off track,” Paul seems to be just reaching a hand out to his
beloved son to take him further down the road together.  What is that road? 
What is this all about for Paul? 


We
know that the content of both 1 and 2 Timothy have much to do with ministry and
the preparation for the responsibilities of ministry which Timothy has been
given.  Yet, for Paul, “ministry” is not about blueprints, buildings, and
budgets.  It is all about the person of Jesus Christ and the sharing of Him. 
That is what Paul means by the “the gospel.”  It is not a word message only,
but also a “life message” (1 Thess. 2:8).  It is more than information to be
conveyed; is it the demonstration of Jesus’ life and an invitation to know
Him.  This focus on Jesus and attachment to Him is clear even in this one verse
from Paul, as it is across every page of his letters.  He writes to not be ashamed
of the testimony of “our Lord.”  There is something sweet about
the endearing phrase, “our Lord.”  He is not only THE Lord of heaven and earth,
but He is also OUR Lord.  It is a pronoun of personal possession or
identification.  Of course Paul does not mean to indicate in any way that we
“own” Jesus.  He is not a possession for us to control or use, like my car,
my computer, my tools.  Instead it is something of a term of
endearment or identification.  When I speak of “my” wife and children, I do not
mean to say that they are tools to possess and control.  What I mean is that
they are the ones with whom I am identified.  We are bound together.  I love
them and they love me; they are mine and I am theirs.  The old hymn says it so
beautifully when it comes to our relationship with Jesus.  


“Now
I belong to Jesus; Jesus belongs to me -- Not for the years of time alone, but
for eternity.”  


That
is what Paul was “singing” to Timothy in the words that he wrote.  Paul
belonged to Jesus, and Jesus belonged to Paul.  He is OUR LORD.  


That
is expressed in a deep way again when Paul describes himself as “His
prisoner.”  What a profound concept this is!  It is something of a
thread that runs through the later letters for Paul from both his first and
second imprisonments.  It is a revolutionary way in which to see the reality of
life and eternity.  From a worldly perspective, Paul was certainly a prisoner
of Rome.  While this was not as severe in the first imprisonment because he was
“only” under house arrest, it was still a reality that Paul was guarded by a
Roman soldier at every hour of the day.  If it was a reality that must have
been felt by Paul in the first imprisonment, it could surely have felt like
something overwhelming in the second imprisonment.  This was no house arrest. 
Paul was kept in the lower chamber, or dungeon, of the Mamertine Prison:  a
cold, damp, and surely darkened pit that was formerly a cistern, but now served
as the “holding tank” for Rome’s most noteworthy enemies of the state.  How the
worldly facts of his imprisonment must have faced Paul every hour of his
existence in this place.  Yet, he constantly saw a different reality.  Paul
boldly believed and claimed that he was not a prisoner of Rome in this place,
but that he was a prisoner of Jesus Christ.  Just as Joseph proclaimed in
Genesis 45:7-8 and 50:20 to his brothers who had sold him into slavery, Paul
also believed that it was God who had placed him here for His purposes.  Paul
was not “stuck” here.  Paul belonged to Jesus in this place and was surrendered
to the plan of God which He was working out through this situation.  Paul did
not have to seek to get out; he could rest in the reality that Jesus had him
here for this time, and that He was accomplishing far more than could be asked
or imagined.  Not only was Jesus in control, but Jesus was in Him during this
time.  Paul could have sung the chorus during these days:  “Now I belong to
Jesus; Jesus belongs to me – not for the years of time alone, but for
eternity.”  Paul totally belonged to Jesus.  That is his invitation to Timothy
in verse 8 and beyond in this letter.  Perhaps it is not that Timothy had
gotten “off track.”  Instead, Paul is just reaching a hand out to take Timothy
further down the road together in Christ.  


The reality of
suffering


A
definite part of that road in Christ is the suffering that comes with being
identified with Jesus.  While it is difficult to understand the “why” of it
all, and while we often cannot understand the overall purposes of God, it is
clear throughout the New Testament that those who are in Jesus Christ will
suffer.  While it may be true that all people suffer just because of life in
this world (it rains “on the just and on the unjust” – Matt. 5:45), the Bible
promises Christians no exemption from this suffering.  In fact, there seems to
be an added emphasis that Christians will suffer and that this is a
natural part of belonging to Jesus Christ.  The word Paul uses for “sufferings”
conveys the idea of suffering evil or being distressed.  The root word
tells us that this is not something that the person does himself.  Rather, the
individual is being affected by an outside force that is placing him or her in
a very bad situation.  The assurance of the Word of God is that we can expect
this as Christians and should not be surprised by it or think that we have done
something to bring it on.  While there are plenty of situations where we have
“shot ourselves in the foot” by being foolish, Paul is reinforcing the New
Testament message that God is above us and that suffering or being in a
distressing place is just a part of the road in Christ.  


“If
the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you.  If you
were of the world, the world would love its own.  Yet because you are not of
the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 
Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his
master.’  If they persecuted Me, they will persecute you.  If they kept My
word, they will keep yours also.  But these things they will do to you for My
name’s sake, because they do not know Him who sent Me (John 15:18-21).”  


“Beloved,
do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as
though some strange thing happened to you; but rejoice to the extent that you
partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also
be glad with exceeding joy (1 Peter 4:12-13).”  


This
is why Paul speaks of the suffering in such “matter-of-fact” terms in this
letter to Timothy.  It is part of the calling and the reality of the gospel. 
Therefore, a few verses later in 2 Timothy chapter 1, after explaining the
heart of this gospel, Paul says:  “To which I was appointed a preacher, an
apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.  For this reason I also suffer these
things (2 Tim. 1:11-12).”  Later in chapter 3 Paul clarifies again:  “Yes,
all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution (v. 12).” 



Yet,
this is never a despairing thing for Paul in any of these letters, nor is it as
he writes from perhaps one of the darkest places in the entire Roman Empire. 
In the previously mentioned verse in 2 Timothy 1:12, Paul goes on to say:  “Nevertheless,
I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is
able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.”  There is
an overwhelming confidence and hope in Jesus, and in the future, in what Paul
writes.  It is a confidence that our lives are in His hands, and those same
hands are what hold all things together (Colossians 1:17; Hebrews 1:3).  He is
the Lord over heaven and earth, and He holds the keys of hell and of death
(Revelation 1:18).  It is the truth of the old song that states, “I know who
holds tomorrow; and I know He holds my hand.”  This is why Paul never has a
fear of this suffering in Christ.  He is bold, and can look to the future with
confidence.  This letter of 2 Timothy is a tremendous example of it.  Paul
approaches death without fear or reservation.  There is no unfinished
business.  The final chapter of this letter contains some of the most powerful
words in scripture.  “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the
race, I have kept the faith.  Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that
Day, and not to me only, but to all who have loved His appearing (2 Tim.
4:7-8).”  It is this promise of the future that Paul has staked his
entire life upon.  It is the inheritance he speaks of in Romans 8.  “The
Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and
if children, then heirs --- heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed
we suffer with Him that we may also be glorified together (Rom. 8:16-17).”  There
is a promise of being heirs with Jesus.  None of the suffering is in vain.  He
is accomplishing something beyond what we can see and, as Paul goes on to say
that, “The sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared
with the glory which shall be revealed in us (Rom. 8:18).”  No
wonder Paul was not afraid of losing!  He was not throwing his life away, but
instead was trading it in for something that was far beyond anything he could
even imagine.  This was the boldness and confidence in which Paul lived, even
in the dungeon.  


Wait,
but there is more!  Along with the great hope and confidence in what is to come
is a great comfort in Jesus’ presence and resourcing now, in the midst of the
suffering or distress --- and in all things.  We do not see in the letters a
picture of Paul merely biding his days and waiting for Jesus to either come or
take him home.  While Paul expresses his deep desire to be with Jesus there in
person, he over and over again expresses his contentment here with Jesus here
in this world.  “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain
(Philippians 1:21).” 


“Not
that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am to be
content:  I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound.  Everywhere and in
all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and
to suffer need.  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me
(Philippians 4:11-13).”  


The
amazing truth of the gospel is that Jesus can be our complete source here in
this world.  All of the passages of scripture that speak of the suffering are
couched in the context of and surrounded by the message of the provision of His
presence.  When Jesus spoke to the disciples of the persecution they could
expect (in the John 15 passage mentioned earlier), it was based in the
foundation He laid in the beginning of that chapter.  “I am the vine, you
are the branches.  He who abides in Me, and I in Him, bears much fruit; for
without Me you can do nothing (John 15:5).”  He is our source in the
midst of suffering.  When Paul describes in 2 Corinthians 4 the difficulties we
will face as Christians and how we will be carrying about in us the death of
Jesus so that others can experience His life, it follows the strong statement
of how we contain the “treasure” of His presence in these earthen vessels.  
The message of His provision in the midst of suffering or hardship echoes again
in 2 Timothy as Paul writes from the pit.  He specifically mentions in 2
Timothy 1:8 the phrase, “according to the power of God.”  What
power is this?  It reminds us of the phrase Paul used in Ephesians 1:19-20 when
describing the power at work in us.  It is the same power that raised Jesus
from the dead.  We are not on our own to make it through the suffering.  It is
not on our shoulders at all.  We belong to Him, and He belongs to us.  He is
not only with us, but His Spirit is in us.  His mighty power will carry us
through and make us more than conquerors (Romans 8:37).  It is why Paul reminds
Timothy so strongly of this resourcing in 2 Timothy 1:7 before talking about
the suffering.  “For God did not give us a spirit of fear, but of power and
of love and of a sound mind.”  He is everything we need, and He is
real.  He will work in and through the lives of those who respond to Him with
an open heart and life.  Paul staked His life on this, and He trusted in Jesus
even when He could not see.  The power of the One who raised Jesus from the
dead was at work and He was carrying Paul.  No wonder Paul did not fear!   He
lived in this confidence, not only in the future, but what he was being given
in the present.  But it was not himself he was concerned about here.  Paul was
concerned about Timothy in the pressures he was facing.  Paul was reaching out
a hand and wanted to take Timothy further down the road in the reality of this
truth in Timothy’s own life.  


The
fellowship of suffering


We
have no way of knowing for sure what kind of suffering or temptations Timothy
may have been facing, or what kind of suffering might have been ahead for him. 
One thing we know for certain:  suffering would come if he was not already
experiencing it.  This is the reality of suffering for the Christian which was
discussed earlier.  Timothy most likely would have realized this from what he
had already experienced, from what he had seen in Paul’s life and others, and
from Paul’s teaching.  But perhaps Paul knew that it was going to get harder
for him.  Perhaps Paul knew, either from personal knowledge of Timothy and the
situation or just from experience in general, what some of the temptations
might be that would face Timothy in the days ahead.  While we cannot know what
was facing Timothy, we can hear a concern and urgency in the words of Paul. 
Paul seemed to be conscious of something.  In verses 7 and 8, we find two very
“negative” reactions or dispositions against which Paul urges.  We remember
that in verse 7 Paul wrote, “For God has not given us a spirit of FEAR . . .
.”  The translation “fear” comes from a Greek word that could more
accurately be translated “cowardice.”  This word is derived from an adjective
which can mean, “cowardly, vile, worthless, miserable, luckless, and
wretched.”  This is quite a strong word, and is used in Revelation 21:8 in the
list of those who will be cast into the lake of fire at the judgment.  Was
Timothy tempted to be cowardly in his life?  We have no reason to believe so,
and all we do know is that Paul was reaching a hand out to him urging Timothy
that we do not need to be cowardly as Christians.  We have been resourced with
His power, love, and sound mind.  


The
other “negative” disposition Paul makes strong reference to is in verse 8.  “Therefore
DO NOT BE ASHAMED of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner. . . .” 
The Greek word from which “be ashamed” is translated also paints a
graphic picture.  It speaks of not only feeling shame, but almost the sense of
disgrace.  It is derived from a Greek word that communicates the sense of
something being made ugly, disfigured, marred, dishonored, and tarnished.  The
Theological Dictionary of the New Testament suggests that the use of this word
in the ancient Greek culture can point to a concern for one’s own reputation
and even of pride.  Is this something with which Timothy could have struggled? 
Was he concerned about his own reputation and pride?  Was this a youthful
temptation for him?  I don’t know if it was a temptation for Timothy, but can
testify that it has been for me throughout my Christian life, and even in the
ministry.  It has been a constant surrender to say that I do not have to
“maintain” or try to build a good “reputation” in the ministry.  We all realize
that our witness is important, and that it is absolutely crucial that our lives
are conducted in such a way that the Lord Jesus is glorified in us. That is the
important “reputation” we are to have.  I am speaking here of the concern for
what people think of us and how successful or significant we may appear to the
world.  That temptation can always be there, and it is no less so when one is
in ministry.  There can be a “climbing the ladder” or “playing the system”
approach which is only concerned about my own advancement, success, or
standing.  Is there a connection between the “fear” or “cowardice” in verse 7
and the “shame” or concern for reputation in verse 8?  I could be so concerned
about my own life and future that I live fearfully.  Was Timothy faced with
this temptation?  Was Paul?  We don’t know what Timothy was facing, but we do
know that Paul was reaching a hand out to him here in these verses urging him
not to live in that way.  The verb, “do not be ashamed” is in the subjunctive
mood in Greek, which means it is the strong urging and desire of the speaker. 
Paul is calling out to Timothy here.  


One
powerful feature of this picture is that Paul is not asking or urging Timothy
to face his suffering or temptations alone.  Paul reaches out a hand for them
to walk in this together.  We remember that at the beginning of verse 8
Paul said, “Do not be ashamed of the testimony of OUR Lord.”  He
is not just MY Lord or YOUR Lord, though the personal relationship and
identification with Him cannot be replaced.   But there is connection and
identification in Him together.  While there is something sweet about the
picture of being closely identified with Jesus, there is something even sweeter
about the picture of being indentified so closely with Him together.  He
is our Lord.  Furthermore, when Paul urges Timothy to “share with me
in the sufferings for the gospel,” the Greek word from which that is
translated begins with the preposition which literally means, “together.”  It
is not an urging just to endure the suffering alone, but to share it together. 
What a blessing this would have been for Paul as he, too, was human.  We see
further down in verses 16-18 how Paul specifically mentions how much it meant
to him when someone named Onesiphorus found Paul in Rome and ministered to him
there in prison.  What a scene this must have been.  It must have touched Paul
deeply in order for him to take three verses in a letter to mention it.  We
know nothing else of Onesiphorus besides that he and his household were
mentioned here and briefly in chapter 4.  He had no fame or position of which
we know.  He just ministered to Paul --- joined him --- in his sufferings.  How
much it would have meant for Paul to have his beloved son, Timothy, get to be
there as well, and so, Paul was requesting him to come in chapter 4.  Yet, was
it only for himself that Paul was urging this to take place?  Or, perhaps this
urging was also for the sake of Timothy.  Paul deeply desired to wrap his arm
around this beloved son in the midst of whatever he was facing.  If Paul could
have gone to Timothy, he surely would have done everything possible to do so if
Timothy would have been in need.  Paul was desperate to reach a hand out to his
beloved son and invite him to go further down the road in Christ.  Was Timothy
facing something that had him shaken, or which tempted him to act fearfully? 
Was Timothy tempted to be ashamed of Paul or of the gospel, or was he tempted to
be concerned about his own reputation?  We may never know.  But we do know that
Paul was inviting him to go further down the road together in Christ.  Paul is
reaching a hand out to Timothy, saying, “Let’s stay in Jesus together,
Timothy.  Let’s keep belonging to Him and being bound to Him . . . together.” 


Doesn’t
something powerful and supernatural take place when we bound together in OUR
LORD, earnestly seeking only Him together in the midst of our suffering or
difficulties?  When, instead of focusing on ourselves, we are identified with
Him in whatever is happening in our lives, God moves in His power.  We live
“according to the power of God.”  Isn’t that the testimony that our world needs
for such a time as this?  What negative reaction or disposition is keeping me
from that right now?  What do I fear?  Where am I ashamed?  Will I run to Jesus
and be bound to Him in the midst of whatever it might be?  Will I just belong
to Him no matter what happens, and leave it all to Him?  Will I not hesitate
one moment, and just run to Him now?  Furthermore, who around me might be bound
by fear or shame at this moment?  Perhaps, like never before, we need to reach
a hand out to one another and say, “Let’s go further down the road together in
Christ, unashamed and without fear, no matter what may come.”  How powerfully
He would move in our midst.  What a tremendous witness it would be if we are
willing to walk through it.  Sometimes we all need that hand out to us --- that
hand of Jesus reaching out to us through a fellow brother or sister in Christ,
encouraging us:  “This is the way; let’s walk in Him together.”  The beauty of
the body of Christ is that we are all to be this to one another at various
times and especially in moments of need.  I love the beautiful words of the
song, “Love Them Like Jesus,” by Casting Crowns:  


Just
love them like Jesus, carry them to Him


His
yoke is easy, His burden is light


You
don’t need the answers to all of life’s questions


Just
know that He loves them and stay by their side


Love
them like Jesus


Isn’t
this what Paul cherished so much from Onesiphorus, and was asking from
Timothy?  Isn’t this what Paul was offering to Timothy?  Paul was asking for a
hand as well as reaching one out, because we experience Him together in the
suffering.  That is the plan of God; that is how His power is demonstrated;
that is how the gospel is seen.  Whom do I need to ask for a hand today, and
who needs that hand from me?  


QUESTIONS FOR
FURTHER REFLECTION


1.      
Where have I been tempted to feel that I am “stuck” or a “prisoner”
lately?  What will it do for me to know that I am a “prisoner of Christ Jesus”
in this?  Will I ask Him to give me that focus in this and accept it?  


2.      
Which verse about His promise for eternity or His resourcing in this
lifetime is the most encouraging to me at this time?  


3.                  
Who has reached a hand out to me and “shared” in my sufferings or
difficulties and invited me to go down the road in Christ?  Whom has God placed
in my life to whom Jesus desires to be that through me at this time?









Holy Calling


2 Timothy 1:9-10


Paul
painted a beautiful picture in verse 8 of the “fellowship” of suffering.  Each
of us, at various times, needs a hand extended to us from a brother or sister
in Christ to encourage us in difficulties, fears, times of temptation, or
suffering.  Paul is reaching that hand out to Timothy in this letter, both
welcoming Timothy’s fellowship in the sufferings Paul is experiencing and also
wanting to urge Timothy forward in whatever difficulties this young son in the
Lord may be facing at this time.  One of the great assurances of this
invitation and encouragement is that we are called to walk “according to the
power of God.”  In other words, we are to be sourced by Him and His power for
this calling ---for this next step of faith.  This is why Paul could live so
boldly and confidently even in a hole in the ground where he was being held in
the Mamertine Prison.  He knew that Jesus was with him now, and that Jesus
holds the future.  The same one that raised Jesus from the dead also had Paul’s
life in His hands.  


In
verses 9-10 Paul simply unfolds even more about God and the purpose He has
behind the suffering which Paul is experiencing and to which Timothy is
called.  It is one of the deep questions of humanity.  “Why suffering?”  It is
a question we could ask every day of our human existence.  It will touch all of
us at various points in life through personal pain and that of family and
friends.  It touches us every day if we look at our world.  It is a question
asked both by Christians and those who are not yet Christians.  “Why
suffering?”  It seems that our answer to that question not only determines our
own relationship with God and the degree to which we can live in peace, but it
also greatly affects our witness to the world.  Is that why Paul touches on it
here?  In verses 9-10, and throughout this passage, Paul gives some perspective
and foundation from which we can answer the suffering to which we are called.  


The Jesus
view


If
Paul wants to give some perspective about suffering in these verses, then there
is only one answer that he has for it:  God has a purpose.  He writes about God
in verses 9-10:  “Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was
given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, but has now been revealed by the
appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ . . . .”  A few things about Him are
very evident in these verses.  First, it is clear that He is active and
involved in our lives.  Paul says that He “saved us and called us with a holy
calling.”  These verbs both refer back to God by whose power we are to live (v.
8), and serve to describe Him.  They are both in the active voice,
meaning that He is the one doing the acting.  We can be sure that we are saved
only His by activity, and that we were and are helpless apart from Him. Paul
makes this point even stronger when he then mentions the “grace which was
given to us in Christ Jesus.”  Because this is the inspired Word of God,
there is so much truth packed into what seems to be a few words.  Yet, this
grace is one of the most powerful and overwhelming concepts of the scriptures. 
He did and does for us what we could not and cannot do for ourselves.  He
always goes first, and reached out to us when we did not deserve it in any
way.  Yet, it was not only before we accepted Jesus that He goes first;
Christianity is always the response to the activity of God, from first to
last.  That is the grace of which Paul speaks.  He was and is active in our
lives.  Not only are these two verbs in the active voice, but they are
in the aorist tense, which simply states them to be facts.  There can be
no arguing or debating that it is He who saves us and it is He who calls us. 
It is a fact of eternity and of this universe which He has created.  


This
points to the reality that this God who saves us has a purpose.  This is why
Paul says that he saved us AND ‘called us with a holy calling.”  He did
not save us to set us aside as trophies to be collected later.  He saved us and
continues to work in our lives because He has a purpose.  He has designed us
and has a purpose for us in this world.  We are here in this world, for our
appointed time, for a reason.  This is why Paul goes on to so clearly say that
this saving us and calling us is “according to His own purpose and grace
which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began.”  Truly this is a
staggering thought, and one which our minds cannot truly comprehend if we think
of it long enough.  God has had a purpose for us before the world began.  Some
of the expressions of this throughout the scripture are beautiful.  


“Your
eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed.  And in Your book they were all
written, the days fashioned for me, when as yet there were none of them (Psalm
139:16).”  


“Before
I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you were born I sanctified you
(Jeremiah 1:5).”  


These
scriptures affirm so strongly what is consistent throughout God’s Word and what
Paul is restating to Timothy in his second letter to him.  God has a purpose. 
He has not only saved you, but has called you, and He is intimately involved in
your life.  He knows you and formed you for a purpose, and placed you here in
this circumstance for such a time as this.  It is comforting to realize that He
knows us, cares for us, and is involved with us in this way.  Furthermore,
there is a great confidence in coming to realize that His plans and purpose are
not subject to anyone or anything.  His purpose has been unchanged since before
I was born and before the world began.  There is something of this that Paul
communicates in the Greek word which is translated “purpose.”  It literally
means that He has laid it all out.  He has the whole picture in view. It is a
perfect purpose, a perfect plan, and God will work all things out by His
power.  


“For
I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not
for evil, to give you and future and a hope (Jeremiah 29:11, ESV).”  


“And
we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those
who are called according to His purpose (Romans 8:28).”  


Yet,
it is sometimes so difficult to see all of this in the midst of suffering or
difficulty.  How do we see this purpose?  How do we realize it in our lives? 
If God has “laid it out” and has it all in hand, why does it sometimes look
like everything is out of control and that there is no purpose?  These are the
questions we all have to ask at moments in suffering, and they are the
questions that the world will ask us.  The key to the answer is in what
Paul makes so clear in these verses.  After speaking of the purpose and grace
of God which is behind and is the source of our holy calling, Paul goes on to
say two things to describe this purpose and grace.  One point is important to
realize before going into this.  In the language he uses, Paul makes it clear
that God’s purpose and grace are linked, and he does this by making them
identical in their grammar form.  God’s purpose and His grace are all tied up
together, and you don’t get one without the other.  He works in our lives
through His grace to accomplish His good purpose, and His purposes are always
resourced by His grace.  This being understood, we can see the two things that
Paul says about this purpose and grace.  We can observe and say boldly from the
start that both things have to do with Jesus.  First, Paul says that the
purpose and grace “was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began.”  It
is a fundamental of the New Testament that nothing comes to us except through
the Person of Jesus Christ.  “For the law was given through Moses, but grace
and truth came through Jesus Christ (John 1:17).”  Our
salvation and every good thing from God is wrapped in the Person of Jesus
Christ, who comes to live in us through His Spirit.  When we receive Jesus
Christ into our lives, we receive the fullness of who God is.  He does not
merely give us grace, mercy, strength, peace, love, or all the other
things that we can name.  He is all that we need, and He gives us Himself. 
This is the profound truth of which Paul reminds Timothy in verse 9.  Jesus is
our complete provision, and all things were provided for us in Him even before
time began.  He has been and is the eternal fountain of resource for our every
need; He has been waiting for us for all of eternity and will be with us from
now for eternity if we will receive Him.  All of God’s purpose and grace for us
is in Christ Jesus.  It is when we receive Him and respond to His living
presence that we realize that purpose and grace.  


The
second thing Paul says about this purpose and grace, in verse 10, is that it “has
now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ.”  The Greek
word translated “revealed” literally means for something to be brought to light
or made visible.  It is another fundamental of the New Testament that God, and
all of His fullness, was made visible in Jesus Christ.  Paul writes Colossians
2:9 that “In Him dwells all of the fullness of the Godhead bodily.”  In
Jesus, you don’t receive only part of God or a part of His resourcing.  You
receive all of Him, and all of Him is completely visible and demonstrated in
Jesus.  This is another emphasis of the Word in places like 1 John 1:1-3.  


“That
which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the
Word of life --- the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness,
and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was
manifested to us --- that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that
you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the
Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.”


Jesus
was and is not a concept or idea; He was and is not only an appearance.  He is
real, and in Him is all truth, and in Him alone do we see the purpose and grace
of God.  If you want to see and know the purpose and grace of God for our
lives, all we need to do is to look at Jesus.  


This
is the key to suffering and understanding the purpose of God.  We may never
know the details of His plan, where He is leading, and the reasons behind it. 
But we can know the overall purpose of all things.  It is for us to know
Jesus.  He is our purpose, and in Him is all the grace of God for us ---
exactly what we need for every circumstance.  Therefore, if we want to
understand purpose, especially in midst of suffering, there is only one thing
for us to do:  look at Jesus.  Of course, if we ever do really focus on
Jesus in the midst of our suffering, we will realize that He Himself suffered
for us more than we can ever comprehend.  That alone brings us closer to Him,
causes us to realize His love for us, and gives us perspective in the midst of
our trouble.  Yet, the invitation to look at Jesus is not just about looking at
His suffering; it is about seeing and knowing Him.  Somehow, the closer we get
to Him and the more intimately we know Him, the more He is able to work in us;
the more He is able to give us His perspective.  It may not be that we will
have more answers or understand more things.  But we will see what we need to
see in Him and we will experience His grace just as we need.  It is not
something we can explain or that can be reasoned.  Simply, Jesus is the
answer.  


 This
seems to be what the stumbling block is so often for us when we speak of
suffering in the world.  It is easy for us to go into philosophical discussions
about God and purpose and why there is suffering.  There are many different
perspectives and philosophical arguments regarding this.  The problem is that
they never help anyone.  Have you ever known anyone who suffered loss and was
helped by a philosophical presentation about why there is suffering in the
world?  It may be that such arguments only leave people with more questions or
feeling further away from this “philosophical” God.  That is why Jesus came to
us.  He is the answer.  It is only when we look at Him that we can have any
sense of the purpose of God and His amazing grace for us.  The invitation is to
see suffering, and all of life, through the view of Jesus.  He is the only
explanation.  He may not provide all of the answers we are seeking after in
this moment, but He will be everything we need if we let Him and allow Him to
work in His time.  As Casting Crowns sings:


“Just
love them like Jesus, carry them to Him


His
yoke is easy, His burden is light


You
don’t need the answers to all of life’s questions


Just
know that He loves them and stay by their side


Love
them like Jesus.”


If
we are in the midst of suffering, all we can do is to seek after Jesus and be
open to His perfect grace for this situation --- a grace like we have never
known before.  If we know someone who is suffering, the way we can minister to
them is so much more than trying to give them answers of purpose.  The ministry
will be in bringing the Jesus view to them, or better yet, to allow them to
just see Jesus in us.  He is our purpose.  


Holy calling


This
brings us to the “holy calling” which we have as Christians --- people in whom
Jesus lives.  What exactly is our purpose and calling in this world?  We
sometimes discuss the things to which we may or may not feel “called.”  Some
express a call to preach, while others express a call to teach or to the
medical field or to be a stay-at-home mom or to a vast variety of other
things.  Sometimes in considering these things, the emphasis can come to be
upon the vocation or occupation.  One trap or danger of that is that it can
leave us feeling like we are not called --- or not fulfilling a calling --- if
we are not occupied with or involved in something that seems important.  But
Paul does not seem to be talking about a particular vocation or function here
in 2 Timothy 1:9, though he touches on his own particular leading later.  In verse
9, he expresses something much more inclusive, and much bigger than any
particular job.  He says that our powerful God “has saved us and called us
with a holy calling.”  There is some question in the grammar of exactly
what Paul means by that.  This “holy calling” is it describing the holiness of
God or the holiness of that to which He has called us?  Depending on which way
you view the grammar in the Greek, the holy calling can be that “with,” “to,”
or “for” which we are called.  Paul would probably say, “All of the above.”  I
like the way it is translated in The Amplified Bible, where it is written:
“[For it is He] Who delivered and saved us and called us with a holy calling in
itself holy and leading to holiness [to a life of consecration, a
vocation of holiness].”  This tells us that the whole calling is just to belong
to God and to allow His holiness in our lives to be our “job.”  This makes
sense if we really believe what we say about Christianity.  If it is about
surrendering our lives to the Lord Jesus Christ, who comes to live in us, and
allowing Him to live His life now through us, then what else would our lives be
about?  It is never about the job or about the specific vocation or role; it is
always about Him and His holiness.  Our constant call in everything is to allow
Jesus to show His holiness through our lives.  Imagine someone asking me what
is my job or what I do for a living, and replying, “To allow Jesus to show
Himself through me to everyone around me.”  


Isn’t
that the “job” or calling of each of us?  It is not something we do, but
something we are, no matter what role we have or vocational calling.  We are
each missionaries right where we are.  It is not the role or the job or the
position that matters, but instead what shows through us in that place.  That
makes the “holy calling” so much more than I have ever probably realized, or at
least may have forgotten.  How often have I had the big things in mind when
thinking of God’s calling for me?  Instead of being focused on myself, my position,
or what I am doing, the holy calling is about allowing Jesus to show Himself
right here.  That makes everything a holy calling.  This cannot be
overstated.  The menial, seemingly worthless and insignificant moments and
details of life are all God’s holy calling for me.  This is what Brother
Lawrence discovered in the kitchen of a French monastery in the 17th
century.  Washing dishes became a holy calling for him, because it was there
that he could “practice the presence of God.”  How many things in my life do I
dismiss or dread because they seem so worthless, mundane, and insignificant? 
How many times have I asked something like, “What purpose is there in this?”  I
wonder if the Apostle Paul could have asked that same kind of question from the
dungeon of the Mamertine Prison.  How worthless his time there could have
seemed to him.  “What a waste,” he could have thought to himself.  He surely
could have envisioned himself out preaching or doing something for the kingdom
that could have seemed so much more valuable.  Yet, here God had him in this
hole, stuck there, with little he could do except write a letter.  Paul knew
that this hole in the ground was God’s holy calling, and it was His purpose for
Paul to be there.  Jesus wanted to show Himself somehow.  


How
would it change my entire perspective to begin to view the seemingly worthless
and purposeless things of life as the “holy calling”?  Do I have anything like
that in my life today?  


“According
to”


Have
you ever been in such a seemingly purposeless and empty situation and wondered
what good could come from it?  Have you ever tried to be positive and
stay encouraged in what seemed like a dead end or a complete waste?  It is not
humanly possible to do so, and it can be frustrating or even despairing.  That
is why Paul makes such a strong contrast in verse 10.  Paul says that this holy
calling is “not according to our works, BUT according to his own purpose and
grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began.”  The word
translated “but” is the stronger of the Greek conjunctions which communicate
contrast.  It is like a bold line drawn to indicate that it has nothing to do
with our works or effort.  You cannot produce the holy calling, have the Jesus
view, or stay positive enough with your own effort in the midst of seemingly
meaningless things.  Instead, the holy calling is “according to” the
purpose and grace of God given to us in Christ Jesus.  The words “according to”
are a fascinating phrase in Paul’s writings.  It is a difficult phrase to
translate precisely from Greek into English.  It becomes clearer when we look
at it in the contexts where it is used.  We find that the phrase, “according
to” indicates the source by which something is to be provided.  One of the best
examples of this is in Philippians 4:19:  “And my God shall supply all your
needs according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”  What a
powerful truth this is, and one that sounds familiar with what we are finding
in 2 Timothy.  The promise is that God is going to supply all our needs, and
that the supply or resource of all of those needs is in Jesus.  He is the
source.  This is the same truth we are then hearing repeated in 2 Timothy in
Paul’s final recorded letter.  He invites Timothy in 1:8 to share in the
sufferings for the gospel “according to the power of God.”  How can one
possibly share in the sufferings for the gospel to which we are called except
that he or she is resourced by God?  Paul then reinforces the concept again in
verse 10 where he emphasizes that this holy calling is “according to His own
purpose and grace . . . in Christ Jesus.”  


There
is a reality that we will face in His holy calling.  We all will find ourselves
in situations that seem difficult or more than we can bear.  There may come
times and situations that seem purposeless and which cause us to ask “Why?”  We
may feel there is no good thing that could come of it and that it is or has
been a waste of our lives.  Surely Paul could have been tempted to think these
things.  Yet, God has a holy calling for us in this place.  He has a purpose
for us here --- to know Jesus more and for Him to be seen through our lives. 
But how?  In times like these it is difficult to make it through the day or
even the hour.  We find ourselves counting down to the next thing or hoping for
something better.  If would help if we could see ahead of time what God is
doing or if we could know how it matters.  But God seldom works in that way. 
He leads us to the places of the holy calling with nothing to depend on but Jesus. 
And that is all we need, for He is our complete source.   Will we walk into and
in and through what seems small, meaningless, and without purpose, desperately
asking Jesus to show Himself to and through us in it?  That is the holy
calling, and we will know Him more in those places.  And, somehow, through this
holy calling, someone is going to be touched and will know that God has a
purpose in this world that can only be explained through Jesus Christ, for He
will be seen in us.  


QUESTIONS FOR
FURTHER REFLECTION


1.      
When was a time I most needed to see Jesus, and through whom did I see
Him?  Is there anyone in my life that needs to see Him now?


2.      
What seemingly small, meaningless, or worthless things do I need to
receive as His holy calling for me?


3.      
What have I been trying to do about it with my own works?  Will I
desperately seek Him as my only source through this?









Mighty Jesus


2 Timothy 1:10


Replacement
culture


One
thing I have noticed about our culture is that we are into heroes.  The reason
that professional athletes can be paid millions of dollars per year to play a
game is that people look to them as “heroes,” or even “saviors.”  I have grown
up following sports all of my life.  Many of us who have followed sports and
have a favorite team have celebrated when a certain player came to the team. 
We saw that player as the one who would help the team further toward winning a
championship.  In many cases, that individual was or is seen as the savior of
the team.  We find ourselves watching and pulling for that person to “come
through” or overcome for the sake of the team.  Some people do not follow
sports, but nearly everyone I know either watches television or enjoys an
occasional movie.  If we are honest, we will recognize that there are times
when following a particular TV series or watching a movie that we are really
pulling for whomever we might see as the hero in that show.  We wonder what
will happen, and put our hope in the fact that this person will “come through”
and be the savior of the situation.  I always had heroes when I was growing
up.  When I was young, I followed the superheroes in the Marvel Comics and on
the cartoons on TV.  While many boys my age liked Superman or Batman or others,
for some reason my favorite was always Captain America.  Those who have seen
Captain America know that he carries a shield.  In those days, we still used
metal trashcans.  I found that the lid from our family’s metal trash can served
as a perfect Captain America lid for me.  While I never painted the American
star on my “shield,” I still used it to fight off bad guys (animals) in our
yard!


Why
is it that we have such a tendency to have “heroes”?  Is it not because we were
made to have a hero?  We were made to look to one who is going to come
through.  We were made to have a savior.  As with many things in our culture,
we tend to replace Jesus with something else.  Forms of ungodly music or that
which does not bring glory to Him are really a counterfeit or attempted
substitute for worship and praise --- for which God created us.  Every
addiction known to humanity is basically an attempt to meet a need through
another means besides Jesus.  Is it not true also that our heroes can also be
an attempted substitute for Jesus?  Of course, it is right and appropriate that
we pay honor and respect to those who are due it, such as those in the military
or public service that we may call “heroes.”  But who are we looking for to
“come through”?  Who is our savior?  Paul writes in the letter to the
Colossians that “all things were created through Him and for Him (Colossians
1:16).”  We were made to have Jesus as our “hero.”  That is the point of what
Paul is sharing with Timothy in 2 Timothy 1:10.  “But now has been revealed
by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.”  In this verse,
Paul uses very vivid language to paint a picture of Him.  Through words
referring to revelation, light, and even the word “Savior,” Paul points to and
shares the image of a “mighty” Jesus who is our hero and Savior.  He is the One
who has “come through” for us.  He is a Mighty Jesus!  Do you and I need to see
and know today that we belong to a Mighty Jesus?  


Abolished
death


When
we look at verse 10, Paul clearly names two things that our mighty Jesus has
accomplished for us.  The first is Jesus has “abolished death.”  Various
versions of the Bible offer different translations of this word, including
“destroyed,” “abolished,” or even “defeated.”  It is difficult to get to the
essence of the Greek word and how forceful it is.  It literally carries the
meaning of making something unemployed or idle, or to make it of no effect,
fruitless, or fallow.  A very loose translation I have like it is “to put out
to pasture.” This is what our mighty Jesus has done with death.  He has taken
it out of the way and made it of no effect on us.  It is not that death
disappears or is no longer a reality for us.  We know that all of us will face
physical death someday, both for ourselves and for our loved ones.  It is a
reality of living in this fallen, sin-cursed world.  Yet, it no longer has the
power over us that it once had.  We no longer need to live under the fear of
death.  It is there, but it no longer needs to dominate our lives or put us
under a cloud.  Jesus has transformed it into something of a doorway though
which He walks with us.  This concept of Jesus conquering death is strongly
stated in a parallel way in Hebrews 2:14-15:


“Inasmuch
then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He himself likewise
shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power
of death, that is, the devil, and release those who through fear of death were
all their lifetime subject to bondage.”  


These
verses in Hebrews describe a remarkable reality. It paints a picture of people
who are held as captives in slavery to their fear of death.  They are like
prisoners to their fears.  Yet, they have been released from their prison by a
mighty Jesus who has conquered death and broken Satan’s power.  We no longer
need to be prisoners.  We no longer need to be in bondage.  We no longer need
to fear death or anything.  We have a mighty Jesus who has abolished death.  


“Who
shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  As it is written,
‘For your sake we are killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep for the
slaughter.’  Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him
who loved us.  For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor
principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height
nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:35-39).”  


The
Word of God is emphatic that we do not need to be afraid.  It seems that the
message of the angel in the scriptures is always the same: “Fear not.”  Paul
writes earlier in Romans 8:14-15:  “For as many as are led by the Spirit of
God, these are sons of God.  For you did not receive the spirit of bondage
again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out,
‘Abba, Father.’”  We are told in 1 John 4:18:  “There is no fear in
love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment.  But he
who fears has not been made perfect in love.”  No wonder Paul told Timothy
in this very letter we are looking at that, “God has not given us a spirit
of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.”  


This
message of a mighty Jesus who has conquered death and freed us from fear and
bondage has never been needed more than now.  It could seem that everywhere we
turn we see or hear of a new phobia or disorder from which someone suffers.  I
was recently at a church where a lady brought to me a slip of paper with a long
name written on it.  The only part of the word I could understand for certain
was the part that said “phobia.”  So, I knew it was the fear of something.  The
lady explained that her adult daughter suffered from this condition, and that
it is a fear of driving over bridges.   Fears like this and many others seem to
have gripped us, our families, and our culture.  I don’t watch many reality
shows, but I hear of shows about such things as people who hoard things in an
obsessive manner.  Why do they do it?  Is it not based in fear?  I am more
familiar with obsessive compulsive disorder, known as OCD.  People live in
obsessive fear of germs or disorder of any kind.  It is all based in fear.  I have
even heard from counselors that most anger is based in fear, which would then
mean that fear is at the root of the epidemic of so much hate, anger, and rage
in our culture and in our world.  Whatever the case, and whatever the outward
manifestation, it seems that fear often or always does one thing in our lives: 
it paralyzes us.  It keeps us where we are, locks us up in a prison in our
hearts and minds, and keeps us from being free to be what God created us to be
in Christ Jesus.  That is why the message of Hebrews 2 and what Paul is telling
Timothy is so crucial.  We have a mighty Jesus who has abolished death and has
freed us from our bondage of fear.  As Dr. Neil Anderson writes, He is the
“Bondage Breaker.”  


What
is it that holds me back in my life?  Where or how am I in a prison in my heart
and mind?  What fear paralyzes me?  How does a mighty Jesus want to set me free
today?  I am moved by what God speaks through the prophet Zephaniah.  “The
Lord God is in your midst, the Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over you
with gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over you with
singing (Zephaniah 3:17).”  We have a mighty Jesus.  


Life and
immortality


Yet,
our mighty Jesus has gone even beyond abolishing death. As the remainder of 2
Timothy 1:10 states so beautifully, He has also “brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel.”  The language used by Paul
highlights the brightness and magnificence of what has been done
through Jesus.  The translation, “brought to light,” comes from the Greek verb photizo,
emphasizes the action of what happens when light is shone.  This picture really
seems to come out in The Message translation of verse 10:


“Since
the appearance of our Savior, nothing could be plainer: death defeated, life
vindicated in a steady blaze of light, all through the work of Jesus.”


This
emphasis on a connection between Jesus and light is common throughout the
scripture, especially in the writings of John.  Jesus plainly tells the Jewish
leaders in John 8:12:  “I am the light of the world.  He who follows me
shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”  Again in John
9:5, Jesus says:  “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.”  Some of the most stunning descriptions of and connections between
Jesus and light are in the final chapters of the Revelation (also written by
John).  In describing what he saw of the “the holy Jerusalem” or “the great
city” --- a picture of heaven --- John writes these dramatic words:


“But
I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 
The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of
God illuminated it.  The Lamb is its light (Rev. 21:22-23).”


“There
shall be no night there:  They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord
God gives them light.  And they shall reign forever and ever (Rev. 22:5).”  


This
amazing picture tells us that Jesus’ presence is the very source of light.  He
is not only the “light of the world” now, but will be our light forever and
ever.  This gives us only a beginning indication of the magnificence of His
presence.  It is not something we can really comprehend as of now.  Yet, one
day those who have responded to Him with their entire hearts and lives will see
Him in person, even face to face.  Then we will realize that all our words,
pictures, and descriptions in this world, as beautiful as they may be, have not
come close to even beginning to portray His magnificence.  He is more of a
mighty Jesus than we can even begin to imagine.  It is the magnitude of this
splendor that Paul wants to convey to Timothy in the words of this final
letter.  


The
reason for this being so important --- to Timothy and to us --- is to
realize that Jesus is so very much more to us than only the one who has
conquered death and all fear.  He indeed has done that so thoroughly and
completely.  We don’t need to be afraid today, for we are His, and He has
conquered all!  He is a mighty Jesus today!  Yet, He has done more than take
away fear.  He has replaced our fear with so much more.  He has replaced
fear and the power of death with His radiant life.  We are not merely people
who don’t need to fear; we are people who can actually live in the daily
victory of His glorious life in us.  This is what John was saying when he wrote
that “perfect love casts out fear (1 John 4:18).”  We not only get to be
free of fear, but we get to have that fear replaced by His overwhelming
love.  This is what Jesus Himself was speaking of in John 10:10 when He said:  “I
have come that they may have life, and have it more abundantly.”  God’s
plan is that this abundant life would be the mark of every Christian.  It is so
much more than just “getting by” or existing.  It is more than just being
“fine.”  We realize that we are people still in process, all having human
limitations, and there will some natural ups and downs as a result of this. 
Yet, God’s provision through the indwelling of the Spirit of Christ in our
lives is that we can have an abundance of His life in the midst of it all.  


One
thing I have found helpful to realize is that being a Christian is about what
we are, which then shows fruit in what we do.  Also, it is good
to know that being a Christian is so much more about what we are than it
is about what we aren’t.  It could seem easier to just make Christianity
a list of all the things to do and not to do.  There could be a false sense of
security if we felt like we were someone living up to the list.  But such
legalism has some built-in failures, as it always has.  One is that we can
never really live up to what we are supposed to do, and legalism can sometimes
serve as a “smoke screen” to hide what is really happening in our lives.  We
inevitably fail at the “the list,” or at least prove inconsistent.   Legalism is
sadly famous for the absurd inconsistencies that it produces as we try to
manipulate the “list” into something that works for me!  Another built-in
failure of legalism or trying to live up to some list is that focus never ends
up being where it needs to be --- which is on Jesus!  He is the only One who
can save us --- our mighty Savior.  Whenever we get off of focusing on Him, we
get focused onto ourselves and all the things WE do or don’t do.  How sad if
our conversations as Christians center around all the things we do or don’t do,
when the only thing to really talk about is how great Jesus is.  Being a
Christian is so much more about what we “aren’t” or “don’t.”  


I
learned in my own life that the absence of something does not necessarily bring
what I desire.  For example, I learned that that the absence of conflict does
not necessarily bring peace.  You can be free of external conflict because you
got either away from the people who were troubling you or they got away from
you!  But the resulting quiet only allows me to hear more clearly the potential
conflicts inside of me.  Peace is not the absence of conflict.  Jesus is our
peace, and He can be our peace in the midst of any storm.  In the same way,
life is so much more than the absence of death.  It is great that Jesus has
destroyed the power of death, and that I no longer need to be afraid of it.  I
get to live with Him forever.  But what does that eternal life look like?  Is
it merely an extension of the ho-hum, “just getting by,” “fine” existence that
I have in which I keep counting down to and looking forward to the next
exciting thing to get me through?  Isn’t it true that life is more than just
the absence of death; more than just existing?  Mighty Jesus has so much more
for us.  He provides us with abundant life.  He is life, and He can make our
days far more than existing.  Imagine being able to get up every day and know
there is a reason for being alive.  Imagine being able to look at whatever
situation is awaiting me and know that He is going to be more than enough for
me, and that there is abundant life to experience as I walk through this.  


Am
I really living today, or have I just been existing?  We have a mighty
Jesus today who wants to be all I need and to replace the fear and
emptiness with His abundant life.  We are still people in process, but wouldn’t
I like to see how this eternal life can really work even while I am still here
in this world?  


The gospel


We
have a simple term from God’s Word for all this truth --- that we have a mighty
Jesus who has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light.  He
has conquered death for us and replaces the fear of death with His abundant
life.  This is what Paul calls the gospel.  Truly this is the message
--- the gospel --- that our world has never needed more.  People everywhere
live in fear, live in hurt, and just go existing while never knowing about the
abundant life of Jesus Christ and how He can free us from all of our bondage. 
Who do I know today that needs to know about a mighty Jesus?  It is a virtual
certainty that I know someone who needs to know Him.  Therefore, the more
important question is:  “What do I have to offer them?”  Do I have more than a
list to offer them?  Do I have more than just mere existence to offer them?  Do
I have more than fears and bondage to offer them?  I am experiencing the mighty
Jesus and His abundant life in me?  If I am not really living in Him, what hope
do I have to offer to those around me?  But if I will really allow the mighty
Jesus to work in my life, then He will show himself to others.  I can wrap my
arms around the hurting people of this world and tell them there is a mighty
Jesus.  I can walk through any crisis, or the day-to-day routine of this life,
and it can be so much more than just existence, because I am filled with a
mighty Jesus and His abundant life that He wants to demonstrate through me.  


In
C.S. Lewis’ book, The Silver Chair (part of the Chronicles of Narnia
series), Aslan had called Eustace and Jill Pole to the important task of
finding a lost prince.  But, before Aslan sends Jill, he takes time to tell her
all that she will need to know.  After going through the signs that she will
need to remember, Aslan tells her: “But the first step is to remember.”  Again,
just before he sends her, Aslan says again: 


“But,
first, remember, remember, remember.  Say them to yourself when you wake in the
morning and when you lie down at night, and when you wake in the middle of the
night.  And whatever strange things may happen to you, let nothing turn your
mind from following the signs.  And, secondly, I give you a warning.  Here on
the mountain I have spoken to you clearly:  I will not often do so in Narnia. 
Here on the mountain, the air is clear and your mind is clear; as you drop down
into Narnia, the air will thicken.  Take great care that it does not confuse
your mind.  And the signs which you have learned here will not look at all as
you expect them to look, when you meet them there.  That is why it is so
important to know them by heart and pay no attention to appearances.  Remember
the signs and believe the signs.  Nothing else matters.”  


It
sounds like Paul could have been saying to Timothy in this final letter to
Him.  “Keep the fire,” Timothy.  At all costs, remember, remember, remember
that we have a mighty Jesus and that He is everything.  Don’t take your eyes
off of Him.  Fan the flame day and night.  Allow His light and magnificence to
permeate your life.  He is all that matters.  We have no chance to rescue
anyone without Him.  Who are the lost ones that I know today that need to be
found, and what do I have to offer them?   


QUESTIONS FOR
FUTHER REFLECTION


1.      
Is there any way that I have replaced Jesus with something or someone
else, or am I doing that now in any way?  


2.      
What fear holds me back or paralyzes me today?  Will I allow our mighty
Jesus to free me from that bondage and take me to a new place in Him?


3.      
Am I merely existing or really living today?  Will I allow our mighty
Jesus to replace my existence with His abundant life and the magnificence of
who He is?  


4.      
Who are the lost ones around me that need to know that there is a mighty
Jesus?









Place Settings


2 Timothy 1:11


One
vital part of Bible study which is difficult to learn is that we are seeking to
discover the timeless truth or concept which was spoken when it was
written and which now also applies to us.  The divine inspiration of the
scriptures is really a miraculous thing.  The Holy Spirit spoke through men and
their personalities to express the eternal truth of God and reveal who Jesus
is. He inspired the Word of God to be written in a particular time, in a
particular place, and in particular circumstances.  Yet, there is a truth in it
that speaks to all of us for all time!  That is the amazing miracle.  In Bible
study, we want to do all we can, or are enabled to do by the Holy Spirit, to
understand that original setting.  That is why we immerse ourselves in things
like historical and cultural background, original language, and context.  As
much as is possible, we want to put ourselves back there to understand what
exactly was being said.  We are not interested in what we might think or want
it to say; we want to know what He was saying through it.  In this process, of
being immersed, seeking, and listening, the Holy Spirit does a second miracle. 
The first miracle was that He could so speak through humans.  The second
miracle is that He can enlighten the minds and hearts of humans hundreds and
thousands of years after the fact to understand what He was really saying!  Therefore,
Bible study is not simply the understanding of all the facts (history, culture,
language, context, etc.).  Bible study is allowing the Holy Spirit to take all
of those “pieces” of a puzzle and to reveal to us the big picture --- or
concept --- of what He wanted to and wants to convey.  


That
is important as we come to verses like 2 Timothy 1:11.  In referring to the
gospel he spoke of in verse 10, Paul says:  “To which I was appointed a
preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.”  On a surface
reading, this could simply be seen as a very particular statement by a
particular person (Paul) speaking of his own particular life and circumstance. 
And it is true that this is a statement by Paul about himself.  Yet, we are
seeking to know what the concept is beneath what he is saying.  Why did he say
it here, and how is it a part of the bigger picture?  What is the timeless
truth here that not only applied to Paul and Timothy at that time, but also
applies to all of us for all times?  What is the picture of truth formed by the
pieces of this puzzle?  


Sharing Jesus
Christ


The
first important thing to understand about Paul’s statement in verse 11 is that
it is referring back to verse 10.  Verse 11 actually begins with the phrase “to
which” or “for which.”  This is what tells us that verse 11 is really speaking
of the “gospel” which Paul described in verse 10.  The gospel is that “for
which” or “to which” Paul was appointed a preacher, apostle, and teacher. 
Therefore, in seeking to understand what verse 11 says, it is important to know
what this “gospel” is.  When we look at verse 10, we realize that the gospel is
this message of a “mighty Jesus” that has brought victory for us.  We saw in
verse 10 that He has accomplished two amazing things on our behalf.  He has “abolished
death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.”  We
have recognized this as a picture of Him as magnificent.  He not only has
defeated death and taken it out of the way so that we don’t need to fear, but
He has also replaced death with His magnificent, abundant life as He comes to
live within us.  We are free from fear, and can experience real living every
day instead of just mere existence.  We have a mighty Jesus, and He has us.  


Therefore,
when we are speaking of the “gospel,” we are talking about something so much
more than just information or a set of facts.  Certainly there are fundamental
“truths” about Jesus Christ, such as what we recite in The Apostles’ Creed. 
These are vital things for us to know.  Yet, it is not the truths or facts that
save anyone.  Salvation is in the Person of Jesus, and He is our Savior.  He is
the message; He is the gospel.  When we think about presenting the “gospel,” we
are really presenting the Person of Jesus, for He is the Truth.  That is why
Paul sometimes makes reference to this in his letters:  


“But
we preach Christ crucified . . . (1 Corinthians 1:23).”  


“To
them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery
among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  Him we preach,
warning and man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every
man perfect in Christ Jesus.  To this end I also labor, striving according to
His working which works in me mightily (Colossians 1:27-29).”  


This
is a fundamental for Paul.  He is not out to give facts, but only wants to
share Jesus; for He is the gospel.  The sharing of the gospel is always and
forever simply the sharing of His person.  Better yet, it is allowing Him to
share Himself through our lives.  This would call us to a posture of readiness
to respond to His indwelling presence at all times.  Who can say when or what
is an opportunity to “share the gospel”?  If it is Jesus sharing Himself
through us, that makes every situation in life, whether unusual or day-to-day,
as the possible opportunity for Him to share Himself.  Every moment and
circumstance can be the sharing of the gospel.  Would I be attentive and
sensitive to His presence within me, allowing Him to share Himself through me
in this way?  


“Into”


This
understanding of the gospel as a Person --- Jesus --- helps to enlighten the
wording Paul then uses in verse 11 to describe His calling or appointment. 
Verse 11 actually begins with a preposition (“for” or “to”) followed by a
pronoun (“which”).  The preposition here is very significant.  The one Paul
chooses to use here is the Greek preposition eis.  This preposition can
be used and translated in a variety of ways, and either “to” or “for” is
certainly appropriate.  However, the most common translation and use of eis is
“into,” often referring to a place.  If we plug this meaning into the verse, it
has a remarkable impact.  Paul would be speaking of the gospel, “INTO which
I was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher.”  This is even more
significant when we remember again that the gospel is the Person of Jesus, and
it reminds us of two important realities about Christianity.  


First,
as Paul goes on to remind Timothy in verse 14, we are indwelt by the Spirit of
Jesus because we asked Him to come “into” us.  “That good thing which was
committed to you, keep by the Holy Spirit who dwells in us.”  It is not
only a miracle, but a crucial realization in Christianity that He actually
comes to live in us, and that He is in us all the time.  We are no longer
alone, and we no longer need to be the resource or power for our own living. 
His presence within becomes the resource and power for everything we need. 
Instead of living our own lives as we used to live, Christianity is allowing
Him to live His life through us.  Our responsibility is to simply respond to
what He would like to do, how He would like to move, and where He would like to
lead.  It is a complete trust in Him.  In a sense, it is that I am inviting Him
to just “wear” me as He walks and moves in this world through my humanity.  As
Paul writes in Galatians 2:20:  “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life which I now live in
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for
me.”  The invitation of Christianity is to allow the Spirit of Jesus Christ
to come live within me and “wear” me around my world so that He can demonstrate
Himself through me everywhere and at all times.  


On
the other hand, while it is fundamental that Christ is in me, it is also true
that I am “in Christ.”  That seems to be a great part of the emphasis of Paul’s
statement about being appointed INTO the gospel or into Christ Jesus, who is
the gospel.  Paul uses the phrase “in Christ” around 80 times in his letters,
so this is no small emphasis.  Therefore, just as Jesus Christ “wears” me
because He dwells in me, there is also a sense in which I “wear” Him.  While
this may sound strange, it is not an uncommon concept in scripture.  


“I
will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God: for he has
clothed me with the garments of salvation, He has covered me with the robe of
righteousness (Isaiah 61:10).”  


“And
behold, I am sending the promise of My Father upon you.  But stay in the city
until you are clothed with power from on high (Luke 24:49 ESV).”  


“But
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill
its lusts (Romans 13:14).”  


“For
as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ (Galatians
3:27).”  


The
Greek word translated “put on” in Romans 13:14 and Galatians 3:27 can also mean
“to sink into.”  It is an emphasis on the truth that we are in Christ!  The
concept of us “putting on” Christ or “wearing” Him is just as important to
understand as is the concept that He is in me and that He “wears” me.  Christ
Jesus is in me, and I am in Him.  He wears me, and I wear Him.  


When
you look at these two realities together, a picture or sense of the Christian
life begins to become clear.  As He wears me and I wear Him, He becomes the
very atmosphere or environment in which I live.  He is my very
breath and sustenance of my life.  What’s more, His presence is so real in and
about me that I live what Paul also talked about in 2 Corinthians 2:15:  “For
we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among
those who are perishing.”  What a reality that Jesus can so be the
atmosphere of my life that I am breathing Him in and out.  He is my life, my
breath, my heart, my reason, my purpose, my days, hours, and minutes.  Truly, “for
to me, to live is Christ (Philippians 1:21).”  Michael W. Smith beautifully
expresses this picture in his song, “I can hear your voice.”


I’m
in the river that flows from Your throne


Water
of life, water of life


It
covers me and I breathe again


Your
love is breath to my soul


What
Paul expresses in all of his letters, including the statement from Philippians
1:21, is that this life in His presence can be a reality even in this world. 
Of course, those who have responded to Jesus will see Him face to face some
day.  But, even in this world --- even in the situation where I am --- His
presence can be the atmosphere and environment of my life.  Israel Houghton also
expresses this reality in a moving way in his song, “Your Presence is Heaven to
Me.”


Who
is like You Lord in all the earth?


Matchless
love and beauty, endless worth


Nothing
in this world will satisfy


Jesus
You’re the cup that won’t run dry


Your
presence is Heaven to me


Your
presence is Heaven to me


Placement


Is
that not why God has placed us where we are in this world?  We are still here
in this world not to merely bide the time until heaven.  We are here to live in
the atmosphere of His presence --- because He is in us and we are in Him ---
and to allow Him to touch others with His presence through us.  That brings us
back to the calling or appointment that Paul expresses in 2 Timothy 1:11.  “To
which I was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.”  As
we discussed at the beginning, this statement not only reflects Paul’s
particular situation, but it also contains a timeless concept or principle that
applies to all of us.  The word which is translated “appointed” helps us to
really understand how this is so.  The Greek word tithami (long “a”
sound) can certainly carry the meaning of something official in the realm of an
appointment or ordaining.  However, the most basic and common meaning of the
word is simply “to place” something or someone.  Two of the ways this word was
used in ancient times give us a fascinating image of how God has “placed” us.  


One
way that tithami was used was in a military context.  It is the concept
of a military leader carefully and strategically placing his forces.  He
does not place his forces randomly or just on a whim.  “I think I feel like
placing that unit over here today,” or “I think that unit looks nice next to
that other one.”  This military commander has an overall plan and strategy, and
he places each unit in the place where it can be the most effective in
achieving the overall plan.  One thing that my son and I enjoy doing together
is playing military strategy board games.  He has quite a collection of board
games including Risk, Stratego, multiple variations of Axis & Allies, and
multiple variations of Memoir ‘44.  One interesting factor in playing these
kinds of games is that it sometimes takes nearly as much time to set up the
game as it does to play it!  The reason for this is the careful thought,
planning and strategy that goes into placing all the pieces.  We don’t just
throw them out there anywhere.  Each unit is carefully placed with great
care and thought.  That is how God treats us as well.  We are far more than
pieces in a game.  Jesus made clear how God feels about us and cares for us in
Matthew 6:25-34.  We are precious to God, and He has not merely “thrown” us out
here where we are.  Where He places us is not random or on a whim.  He has an
eternal plan, and He has carefully and lovingly placed us where we are to
achieve His eternal plan both in our lives and those around us.  It is a
wonderful assurance today – and something to keep in mind always, especially in
the difficult moments --- that the Lord of the universe has a plan and He has
placed us where we are.  He is working out His plan.  


Another
way that tithami was used in the ancient times was for placing something
valuable, such as a deposit.  We can all relate to how carefully someone would
want to handle a bank deposit.  You don’t just drive up the bank and throw your
money out at the bank teller!  Your deposit is valuable and important to you,
and so you carefully hand it to the teller or place it where it needs to
go.  It is the same concept as when you handle something fine, precious, or
valuable, such as china dishes on the dinner table.  You don’t just “throw”
them on the table.  You carefully place them on the table.  This picture
of careful handling is revealed in several places in scripture where this same
Greek word is used.  


“Wherever
He entered, into villages, cities, or the country, they LAID the sick in the
marketplaces, and begged Him that they might just touch the hem of His
garment.  And as many as touched Him were made well (Mark 6:56).”  


“But
when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, ‘Let the little
children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of
God.’ . . .  And He took them up in His arms, LAID His hands on them, and
blessed them (Mark 10:14-16).”


“This
man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.  Then Pilate commanded the
body to be given to him.  When Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a
clean linen cloth, and LAID it in his new tomb which he had hewn out of the
rock; and he rolled a large stone against the door of the tomb, and departed
(Matthew 27:58-60).”  


All
of these examples demonstrate a sense of great gentleness and care in what is
being “laid” or placed.  There is no sense at all of something being
thrown in careless or casual manner.  Jesus gently and lovingly places His
hands on the children; people gently and carefully bring their sick family
members and place them where they could be healed by Jesus; in an act of
pure love and worship, Joseph of Arimathea gently reverently places the body of
Jesus is his own tomb.  The gentleness and care of it all is overwhelming in
these examples, and that concept of placing something precious is one of the
ancient uses of tithami.  


One
of my wife’s interests has always been the British royal family.  Therefore, we
sometimes watch programs of television that show what life is like in the
royalty, in the palaces, and so forth.  One of the most interesting things I
have ever seen was a documentary on the great royal banquets at the palaces.  I
was amazed at the extensive and detailed preparation that goes into such a
banquet.  Absolutely everything is done to perfection according to traditional
standards and even measurements.  I had no idea that things are even measured. 
The stewards use a ruler and painstakingly measure the placement of each and
every item, for how far the silverware is from the plate to how far the plate
is from the edge of the table to even how far the chair back is from the edge
of the table.  It takes them days to set up for these special events, and it
was astounding to watch the meticulous and careful way in which each and every
item is placed.  That is how God places us.  He is meticulous and caring
in His detail.  He has not merely thrown us where we are because He randomly needed
just anyone to fill a spot.  He has lovingly placed us in just the exact right
place for us in His plan.  Wherever we find ourselves today, we can trust Him
with all of our hearts and lives and know that we are placed in service to the
King . . . so that someone else may be served the Bread of Life!


Yet,
it might not feel like this to me some days.  I cannot help but wonder
if the Apostle Paul could have felt this way when he wrote this letter to
Timothy, considering the location from which he wrote it.  As Paul was awaiting
execution in the Mamertine Prison, could he have asked himself, “What am I
doing here?”  Perhaps that is why Paul needed to make this statement to Timothy
in verse 11, as much for himself as for Timothy:  “To which I was appointed a
preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.”  Paul needed to
remind Timothy and himself that he had strategically been placed here according
to the plan of God, and that God had lovingly and gently placed Paul here with
great care.  Therefore, Paul wanted to live out these days in the very
atmosphere of Jesus Himself.  Isn’t that my need right where I am?  I need to
know that I have been placed where I am so that I can know the atmosphere of
His presence --- to breathe Him in and out right here.  For, I am in Christ and
He is in me.  If am alone, I want His presence to be the atmosphere.  If I am
with my family, I want His presence to be the atmosphere.  If I am at church, I
want His presence to be the atmosphere.  If am at the store, I want His presence
to be the atmosphere.  If I am in pain, I want His presence to be the
atmosphere.  If I am at the hospital, I want His presence to be the
atmosphere.  If I am facing death or the death of a loved one, I want His
presence to be the atmosphere.  And heaven itself is the continuation and
expansion of that atmosphere.  We do not believe that it will always feel like
it here in this world, but we can respond to Him with all of our hearts, trust
Him with our lives, and give ourselves to Him right here --- right where He has
placed us.  Would I let His presence be heaven to me here?   


QUESTIONS FOR
FURTHER REFLECTION


1.      
How did I first hear or experience the gospel of Jesus Christ?  Who
shared Him with me?  With whom am I sharing Him?  


2.      
How conscious have I been of the atmosphere of His presence?  What is
the main distraction from that which I face?  In which situation is it most
difficult to remember that He is in me and that I am in Him?  Would I make a
conscious effort to see His presence in that situation?


3.      
Where has He placed me at this time?  How do I need to trust Him
in that?









Deposits


2 Timothy 1:12


Deposits


2
Timothy 1:12 is a well-known and often quoted verse of scripture.  Many
Christians are familiar with it as the basis of the hymn, “I Know Whom I Have
Believed.”  Yet, the words of this verse again take on such vivid meaning when
we think of Paul’s setting and circumstance.  It is one thing to sing the words
of that hymn, but it is another thing to picture the place from which he was
writing.  From this view, the words of verse 12 take on a bold tone of
resounding testimony as Paul summarizes his situation for Timothy.  “For
this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I
know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have
committed to Him until that Day.”  


The
most important word of this verse seems to be the one which is translated
“commit” or “entrust.”  The word in Greek literally means something “placed
alongside,” and can be understood as anything that is entrusted or even the
idea of a “deposit.”  The question that comes up with this word in this verse
is, “Whose deposit is it?”  Who “makes” the deposit and with whom is
the deposit made?  Is it the concept I am committing (deposit) something to Him
or that He is committing (deposit) something with me?  Verse 13, which contains
this same word, seems to convey that concept that God is entrusting something
to us.  Some translations of verse 12 (the ESV, for example) even give this
same idea that God is entrusting or depositing something with us.  However,
several main translations, including the NKJV here, suggest that verse 12 is
talking about something I commit, entrust, or deposit with Him.  The literal
translation of the phrase in Greek in verse 12 simply speaks of “my deposit,”
and does not necessarily clarify whether that is my deposit I am making or
entrusting, or that which I have received.  


Since
it is not clear which it is, could that not indicate that it is really a
both/and instead of an either/or?  Certainly this is abundantly true as we look
at the message of the entire New Testament.  Christianity is all about a
relationship of trust.  God has made a “deposit” of trust with us as He has
placed His Spirit within us.  Some verses in Paul’s letter specifically
describe this:


“Now
he who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God, who has
also sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee (2
Corinthians 1:21-22).”  


“In
Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit
of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption
of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory (Ephesians 1:13-14).”  


The
word translated “guarantee” in these verses is a translation of a Greek word
that literally refers to “earnest money” --- like a deposit.  God has surely
entrusted us with someone precious --- His Spirit.  He has not withheld Himself
in any way, but He has given us the fullness of Himself in the Person of Jesus
Christ.  In response to this, God invites us to give all ourselves to Him in
trust.  When I trust my life to Jesus Christ, I do not hold anything back or
keep anything in reserve “just in case.” I am “depositing” my entire life in
Him in the trust that He will care for me and do more than I could have ever
imagined.  In essence, being a Christian is something of an exchanged life.  I
give Him all that I am, and, in exchange, He fills me with all that He is. 
What a marvelous reality!  


Is
not the “exchange” of love and trust the essence of all relationship? 
Relationship happens and develops when two people mutually choose to trust one
another and make ongoing “deposits” into the life of the other.  Relationship
cannot ever really be a one-deposit proposition.  We can easily imagine why
this is important and why it works this way in virtually any relationship we
could discuss.  Perhaps the easiest to illustrate would be a marriage.  I can
jokingly imagine some guy who believes that it is adequate that he once told
his wife he loved her --- 25 years ago!  “I told her I loved her once --- what
more does she want??”  Yet, if he has made no “deposits” since then, what kind
of love and affection does she know from him?  What kind of relationship can
they really have?  Certainly it cannot be one in which they have grown more in
love.  The same dynamic is true for any relationship, such as a parent and
child.  The ongoing growth of relationship is tied to the frequency of
“deposits.”  When was the last time I told my kids I love them? When was the
last time I told my parents?  What deposits have I made into their
lives?  Does not every friendship require some kind of investment?  If I want
to share Jesus with someone who does not yet know Him, will that not happen
through investing and making “deposits” of Jesus’ love into his or her life?  


Just
as real as any of the relationship I have with any of these people is the
personal relationship I have with the Lord Jesus.  It is absolutely critical
and fundamental that I realize the relational nature of Christianity. 
Christianity is not a philosophy, a religion, an idea or an ideal.  It is a
relationship with a real Person who comes to live in us through His Spirit. 
Since that is true, the question is always about the relationship.  How is my
relationship with Jesus?  It is easy as a Christian to begin talking about the
doctrine I believe (which is important) or the things that I “do” (go to
church, giving, ministry activities, etc.).  But none of this satisfies the
main concern and question of eternity:  how is the relationship with
Him?  Therefore, it is worth asking what “deposits” I have made with Him
lately.  We are not talking about doing good deeds that earn favor with Him. 
That has already been cared for through the cross and by His grace.  There is
nothing I can do to earn any favor with Him.  He loves me and has given His
life for and to me.  He is offering Himself.  So, what have I been offering
back?  It is not adequate to merely point to a commitment I made 30 years ago,
important as that was.  “I gave Him my life once --- what more does He want?” 
How have I given myself to Him lately?  What new steps have there been with Him? 
How fresh is the relationship?  What deposits have I made with Him?


Track record


One
thing that results from ongoing deposits in a relationship is what we might
call a “track record.”  Trust is built over time.  And, while there are always
surprises in a growing relationship, we can know what to expect from someone. 
There is a consistency and something solid or continuous.  There is a track
record.  Paul expresses in verse 12 that God has established that kind of track
record with him in a very personal way.  Paul knows God and trusts Him because
of what he has personally experienced of Him.  This is revealed through Paul’s
use of the perfect tense in three verbs in verse 12:  “I know,” “I have
believed,” and “am persuaded.”  Each of these verbs is in the perfect
tense, which has a fascinating meaning.  The perfect tense indicates an action
that has taken place in the past but which has ongoing effects.  One
illustration of the perfect tense is if someone offers me something to eat and
I say, “No, thank you.  I have eaten.”  What I am saying is that there
was a past action (eating) which is having ongoing effects --- I am still full
and not hungry!  The idea of ongoing effects is the emphasis Paul wants to make
in these verbs and in verse 12 by using the perfect tense three times.  He is
saying that he knows because he has known (actually this verb for know is the
knowing that is the result of seeing something).  He is saying that his belief
is a past decision but has ongoing effects.  He is saying that he has been
persuaded in the past, but the effect of that just keeps impacting him.  Verse
12 could be translated something like the following:  “For this reason I
also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I have known whom
I have believed and have been persuaded that He is able to keep what I have
committed to Him until that Day.”  Can you hear all of the emphasis on what
“has been” and continues to be?  Paul is reflecting on a track record with
God.  It is because of all that he has known of Jesus and experienced with Him
over these years that Paul can be so bold and confident today. He has known
because he has seen.  He has believed and continued to believe.  He has
continued to be persuaded because of God’s faithfulness.  God has been real,
evident, and faithful in Paul’s life across all these years.  Paul can trust
Him now because of what they have been through together before.  Paul could say
“I have proven Him true; what He says He will do.  For He never has failed me
yet.”  That kind of confidence can only come from a track record of
relationship, which results from walking with Him, trusting Him, and responding
to Him continually over time.  


That
kind of track record does not happen overnight.  Relationships are not quick
and instant.  They take place over time.  I was in a preaching class sometime
in the second half of my college career.  The professor, who has since gone to
heaven, was a retired pastor himself as well as being a retired military
officer.  He had “no nonsense” way of putting things which was very practical
and helpful.  After each of us preached in class, he would take us individually
and in private to share his thoughts about the sermon and our delivery.  By
this time in my college career, I was beginning to be a little proud of my
preaching ability.  But my professor said something to me I will never forget. 
“You can’t put a 40-year-old head on a 20-year-old body.”  What he was saying
to me was so right, even though it was painful at the time.  There was a need
for a lot of growth and maturing in my life, and the only way that would come
would be through experience.  How true that is in relationships as well.  Solid
relationship is built one brick at a time, so to speak.  You can’t rush it, and
there are no shortcuts.  It is the product of walking together over time, and
making those ongoing deposits.  


This
is true in every relationship in our lives, and especially in our relationship
with the Lord Jesus.  Being a Christian is never about hurrying toward some
state of arrival.  As the Apostle Paul described Philippians 3, there is an
ongoing journey and growth in our relationship with Jesus.  There is definitely
a security we can have in our relationship with Him.  We are in Him and He is
in us.  We are His, and we don’t need to be afraid.  Yet, while there in a rest
in Him, there is not a complacency.  Knowing Him only makes us want to know Him
more. He keeps doing more in us and stretching us to new levels of trust.  He
keeps allowing things or placing us in places where we will need Him more.  It
is all for the sake of our growth in Him, and more of Him being demonstrated
through us.  The track record is continually being written.  This is the life
and excitement of being a Christian.  We never stay in the same place spiritually. 
This is how we can appreciate and testify to the past while not getting stuck
there.  Someone once said that a rearview mirror in a car is helpful to glance
at once in a while, but staring at it will only land you in the ditch!  How
true that is in our spiritual lives as well.  God has done wonderful and mighty
things in our past.  Yet, all of our past with Jesus is a preparation for what
He has for us ahead.  I can’t live in the past, for it is not there anymore. 
One song goes:  “Yesterday’s gone; today I’m in need; Holy Ghost power, fall on
me.”  Therefore, we are always looking to Jesus and being open to what He has
next.  I am always responding to the new thing He is wanting to do in my life
now.  We can be sure that there is always a new thing He desires to do; a new
area of growth; a new insight; a deeper knowledge of Him; a new way for Him to
shape us.  It is the constant response to Him that keeps us fresh, and allows
the track record to keep being written.  What new deposit does He want to make
into me?  What deposits have I made with Him lately?  


Riches


When
we think of ongoing “deposits” in a general sense, one other thought that comes
to mind is the accumulation of wealth or riches.  The more that is deposited
into the account, the richer you are!  We realize as Christians that Jesus is
our real treasure.  The old chorus says, “Lord you are more precious than
silver; Lord you are more costly than gold; Lord you are more beautiful than
diamonds; nothing I desire compares with you.”  What is most precious and
wonderful about Jesus Christ is that He continues to increase.  In our world,
everything depreciates, loses value, decays, and dies.  Yet, we find that Jesus
and everything that is of Him only continues to become greater.  He is “sweeter
as the years go by.”  Paul expressed a remarkable and stirring statement in
Ephesians 3:20.  “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.”  When
we respond to Jesus and trust Him with our lives, we find ourselves amazed and
surprised by His provision and what He can do.  He is always more than we could
have expected.  


Surely
this is why the term “riches” is so often connected to Jesus in the New
Testament.  


“In
Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to
the RICHES of His grace (Ephesians 1:7).”  


“That
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your
understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His
calling, what are the RICHES of the glory of His inheritance in the saints
(Ephesians 1:17-18).”


“To
me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I
should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable RICHES of Christ (Ephesians
3:8).”  


“For
this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom
the whole family in heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you, according
to the RICHES of His glory, to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the
inner man (Ephesians 3:14-17).”  


“To
them God willed to make known what are the RICHES of the glory of this mystery
among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory (Colossians
1:27).”  


There
is an overwhelming truth through the New Testament that the riches of heaven
and eternity are wrapped up in the person of Jesus.  He is the riches in us,
and in Him we are rich!  Paul even states in Romans 8:17 that we are “joint
heirs” with Him.  We are rich!  If this reality could ever take root in our
heart and minds, there would be at least two products of that.  One would be an
overwhelming confidence that what I have in Him cannot be taken away. 
Consider how much fear there is in our world and how many people live in fear
of what might be taken from us:  possessions, money, job, health, safety,
dignity, family or loved ones, life.  For those who have experienced great hurt
or loss in their lives, the bondage of fear can be a familiar place.  We can
live in a state of constant guardedness, always afraid to “let down” lest
something else be taken away.  We can cling more and more tightly to what we
have so that it cannot be taken away also.  Yet, there is bondage in fear, and
living in such fear hinders every relationship and hurts us in more ways than
we can understand.  On the other hand, imagine the freedom in knowing that my
real “riches” or treasure cannot be taken from me.  No one can take away from
me what I have with Jesus.  We again remember what Paul wrote so beautifully in
Romans 8:35-39:


“Who
shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  . . . Yet in all
these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.  For I am
persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor
powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any
other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is
in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  


If
we could be possessed by this confidence that we are in Him and He is in us,
and that it cannot be taken away from us, it surely produces a second product: 
an overflow of giving in our lives.  It makes sense that fear keeps me from
giving because I am afraid of what I might lose or what might be taken away
from me.  However, to be secure in Him and in the knowledge that I “can’t lose”
frees me to give abundantly.  I am able to just give what I have, which are the
riches of Christ Jesus.  I can walk into any place with any group of people
knowing that I am rich and that I have much to give!  It is not an arrogance or
confidence in myself in any way.  It is simply a confidence in Jesus, who He
is, what He has given me, and what He has done in my life (track record).  I
can’t lose, so why not just give Him generously to whomever He brings across my
path?  


That
is how Paul seems to have felt toward Timothy.  Paul felt so abundantly rich in
Jesus Christ that he just wanted to give all he had to Timothy.  It is
significant to notice that Paul expresses about his own life in verse 12 the
exact same things about which he urges Timothy in verse 8.  In verse 8 he urges
Timothy to “not be ashamed” and to “share in sufferings.”  In
verse 12, then, Paul shares: “I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am
not ashamed.”  Paul is again reaching the hand out to Timothy inviting him
to experience and know what Paul has experienced in his own life over these
years.  Paul is offering to Timothy the only thing he has to give his beloved
son in the Lord:  the riches of Christ Jesus.  Paul could offer this because of
the track record he had with Jesus over these years and the overflow of Jesus
in his own life.  


What
do I have to offer the beloved ones in my life?  Because of the track record of
ongoing deposits with Jesus over the years, Paul had something to give.  Do I? 
I want to be able to live and give in the same kind of overflow and
confidence.  That takes us back to the greater question and fundamental of
verse 12.  What kind of track record do Jesus and I have together, what kind of
track record is being written today?  As I consider how He has given Himself
for us, and how He continues to pour out the glorious riches of His presence, I
am brought to this question:  What deposits have I made with Jesus lately?  How
have I really given myself to Him lately?  The amazing truth is that He just
wants us.  And just as Timothy was being invited to the riches of that
relationship, so we are being offered the same intimacy with Him today.  What
is my response?  


QUESTIONS FOR
FURTHER REFLECTION


1.      
What deposits have I made with Jesus lately?  How have I really given
myself to Him of late and will I do so now?  


2.      
What kind of track record is being written between Jesus and me?  What
would He desire it to be?  What do I desire it to be?


3.      
How am I rich today?  Looking at the scriptures about the riches of
Christ, what new realization does this bring to my heart?  With whom does He
want to share these riches through me?









Patterns


2 Timothy 1:13-14


Keep the fire
– again!


Before
some closing words of the first chapter of 2 Timothy in verses 15-18, Paul
urges Timothy with imperatives in verses 13 and 14 which seem to echo the call
of the letter which we heard from verse 6:  “fan into flame.”  The core
idea of this letter is that Paul is reaching a hand out to Timothy and urging
him to “keep the fire” of Jesus Christ in his heart and life.  Keep constantly
attentive to the Lord Jesus and the fire of His presence in your heart.  At all
costs, don’t be distracted from Him.  Your life depends on the fire of His
presence in you.  At all times, in every way, at all costs, “Attend to the
fire!”  Verses 13 and 14 now seem to restate this concept using different
language.  Highlighting the emphasis on this message even more, verses 13 and
14 seem to mirror one another. Instead of these being two different ideas, they
seem to be simply two differing statements of the same idea.  “Hold fast the
pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which
are in Christ Jesus.  That good thing which was committed to you, keep by the
Holy Spirit who dwells in us.”


If
we see these two verses as parallel statements of the same concept, we can
recognize three main elements.  There is the urgency of keeping or guarding;
there is the faith, love and presence of Jesus to source that keeping; and
there is the treasure that is to be kept.  


Guard and
keep!


Whenever
we study the grammar of a verse or a sentence, we begin by looking at the
verbs.  The main verb, or action, is the central or main idea of a sentence. 
When we look for the main verbs in verses 13 and 14, we are immediately struck
by two strong, imperative verbs.  An imperative is a mood of verb which
indicates a command or a strong urging.  So, without even yet knowing the
definitions of those words, we know that Paul is saying something to Timothy in
verses 13-14 that is strong and urgent.  We might not say that it is a command,
but it is something strong that a father might say to a son in his final
words.  “Remember this, son!  At all costs, son, do this!”  When we discover
the definitions of these two verbs, what they mean, it only adds to this sense
of urgency or seriousness.  The imperative verb at the heart of verse 13 is the
Greek word exo (long “o” sound), which is translated as “hold fast.” 
This translation captures some of the feeling of the word and how it was used
in certain contexts.  While exo could simply mean “to have,” it could
also have the much deeper and more urgent meanings of protecting, guarding,
gripping, or even of enclosing (like the bars on a gate).  One use of the word
was even for a woman who was pregnant and was “keeping” her unborn child.  This
certainly paints the picture of the activity of very carefully watching and
caring for something or for someone.  


As
was said earlier, verses 13 and 14 are a kind of parallel, simply stating the
same concept in different ways.  We could then expect an idea in verse 14 that
is similar to the “hold fast” we found in verse 13.  Indeed, the imperative
verb in verse 14 is the Greek word phulasso (long “o” sound), which is
translated as “keep.”  What is so striking about this word is that the
literal translation of it is “to guard,” and it is the word from which derived
the noun “guard”, as in a prison guard.  This gives us an even fuller concept
of what Paul is talking to Timothy about in these verses.  We can now see the
benefit of these parallel statements in verses 13 and 14.  Not only is Timothy
being urged to “hold fast” (protect, grip, enclose like bars on a gate), but he
is also being urged to guard.  It is the complete picture of something that is
on guard and constantly on watch in a vigilant manner.  There is nothing casual
about it.  It involved the entire person committing his entire thought, time
and energy to the task to which he is called.  It sounds just like the “Keep
the fire!” from verse 6.  “Timothy, hold fast constantly and be on guard!  Your
life depends on it.”  


We
can all relate to the idea of holding fast or guarding something.  The question
was raised in an earlier chapter, “Flamekeepers,” as to what it is that we
really treasure.  We chuckle about asking a family what it is that dad protects
and won’t let anyone else touch. What does he “hold fast” and “guard”?   My own
family loves to talk about this and laugh about how I have been with the first
leather jacket I ever owned.  I have to admit that I have been pretty
“careful,” shall we say, about where I lay it and how it is handled.  Since it
is so valuable to me, I feel this inner urgency sometimes about guarding it or
holding it fast!  Are we all like this with something?  It may or may not be
true that we are like this with particular possessions, whether that be a
leather jacket, a car, or even new carpeting.  On a far more serious level,
there seems to be a God-given parental urgency to hold fast or guard their
children to some degree.  We hold their little hands when walking across a busy
street or through a crowd, and we reluctantly hand over the car keys when it is
their turn to drive themselves.  It is right that we protect our children and
hold them fast!


Yet,
we also can taking guarding too far, can’t we?  Certainly I know that this can
be true of me regarding my own children.  I come from a heritage of worrying,
and so I know that I can worry and be overprotective at times.  It is a
constant growing in grace for me to learn how to let them go and to grow up
while also offering them the protection that God put me here to provide.  I
find that there are many other things over which I can be overprotective also. 
I can be protective and guarded about my reputation, my ministry, my health,
and many other things.  Even in the church, while there is a call here from
Paul to Timothy to “hold fast and guard,” we can easily get into a protective
or guarding mode that is not healthy.  Whenever we get into a guarding mode
that is not of Jesus and is not led by His Spirit, it drives people away
instead of drawing them to Christ.  We may succeed in “holding fast” or
guarding whatever it is we wanted to protect, but two tragic things result. 
First, no one else is won to Jesus, and, in fact, people are turned off. 
Secondly, what we managed to hold onto really ends up to be empty in and of
itself, and we also become empty.  So, how do we “hold fast” and “guard” what
really matters and do so in a godly and anointed manner?  


Faith, love,
and Spirit


The
second and third elements of this parallel in verses 13 and 14 keep the first
element (“hold fast” and “guard”) in focus.  If we are not sourced and shaped
by these second and third elements, our guarding becomes misguided.  The second
element reveals the source of our guarding.  Let us look first at the way this
is expressed in verse 14.  “That good thing which was committed to you, keep
[guard] by the Holy Spirit who dwells in us.”  What an amazing,
revealing, and crucial statement this is!  A key word in the verse is the
preposition “by,” which is a translation of the Greek preposition dia. 
In this context, it indicates the instrument, means, or agent through which
something takes place.  What Paul is stating so strongly to Timothy in this
sentence is that the Holy Spirit is the instrument, means, or agent of the
guarding that is to take place in Timothy’s life (and in ours!).  He is the
complete resourcing for the guarding that is to take place in our lives.  If we
are to “hold fast” to the things that matter, it will be by His strength,
power, wisdom, and patience; not by our own ability.  Paul emphasizes in this
key moment an absolute fundamental of Christianity, without which we can miss
the entire point of what it means to be a Christian.  Notice how he underscores
that it is the Holy Spirit “who dwells in us.”  The wonder of being a
Christian is that an ordinary human being can be indwelt by the Living God. 
The Person of Jesus Christ, through the Holy Spirit, comes to dwell inside
any person who responds to Him and invites Jesus into his or her life.  The
Greek word translated “dwell” really gives a picture of this.  It is a
combination of two Greek words.  One means the activity of dwelling, which
actually comes from the word “house” or “home.” The other Greek word means
“in.”  Literally, the idea of this combined Greek word paints the picture of
the Holy Spirit making His home in us.  While a different Greek word is used,
Jesus makes this same point in John 14:23:  “Jesus answered and said to him,
‘If anyone loves me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We
will come and make Our home with him.”  This means that we never need be
alone again.  Not only can the Spirit of Christ live in us at all times, but He
can also be the resource and power for our lives.  That is what being a
Christian is really all about.  It means that I no longer need to live my own
life.  I no longer need to manage, resource, run, or direct my life.  Of course
I am still involved because it is me.  But something has happened to me.  I
have been transformed, have surrendered my life to Him, and now He is the one
directing and resourcing things.  In a very real sense, He is now living His
life through me instead of me trying my best to live and function.  Paul said
it best when he said in Galatians 2:20:  “I have been crucified with Christ;
it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now
love in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself for me.”  


What
a difference this makes in daily life!  For, that is where Christianity is
lived out.  It is one thing to be a Christian at church on Sunday, enjoying the
great worship, teaching, and fellowship.  Yet, life is really lived where the
“rubber meets the road.”  We face situations, challenges, needs, pains,
difficulties, temptations, and sometimes seemingly insurmountable obstacles. 
How can we make it?  How can we do what we need to do and be what we need to
be?  The answer of God’s Word tells us one thing over and over:  “by the
Holy Spirit who dwells in us.”  This was Paul’s admonishment to Timothy. 
“Depend on Him alone, Timothy!” When it comes to holding fast and guarding the
important things of life, we don’t dare depend on ourselves.  If we depend upon
ourselves, we face dreaded consequences.  We may not guard the right things,
and we certainly will not be right in our spirit and attitude.  Yet, if we
depend on the Holy Spirit who makes His home in us, what matters will be
guarded and it will be in the right spirit.  That leads us to the parallel of this
element in verse 13.  Paul wrote in that verse:  “Hold fast the pattern of
sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in
Christ Jesus.”  The preposition translated “in” here indicates the
instrument, means, or manner through which something is to take place.  The
faith and love of Christ Jesus will be the instrument, means, or manner by
which Timothy is to “hold fast.”  This is another vital point of Christianity. 
When Jesus makes His home in us through His Spirit, and when we allow Him to
source our lives, we are more and more changed into His image.  This is the
ongoing growth of the Christian life.  He keeps revealing the things in my life
that are not like Him, and only asks that I respond and surrender to Him on
that matter.  If I will respond and surrender to Him, He will begin to take
that area of my life and, through His power, demonstrate Himself.  If I keep
responding and surrendering to Him over the months and years, I am becoming
less and less like what I used to be.  Rather, I am becoming more and more like
Him.  But it is more than that.  It is not that I am simply being like Him; it
is that He is actually revealing more of Himself through me.  Jesus Christ
wants to demonstrate His manner through us to the world.  What does that manner
look like?  At least part of what it looks like is the “faith and love which
are in Christ Jesus.”  There is no faith apart from Him, for He is the
source of it all.  There is no love apart from Him, for He is love (1
John 4:7-8).  Whenever a man or woman will respond to Jesus with his or her
whole heart and life, these things will become evident in that person’s life. 
Jesus Christ will unfold and produce His manner of the one who responds to
Him.  This is what we see in the Apostle Paul.  As Paul writes this letter to
Timothy, we are not looking at the product of years of self-discipline.  We are
simply witnessing the manner of Jesus Himself as He demonstrates Himself
through a man.  That is not His special plan for a select few; it is His norm
for every believer.  


Surely
this demonstration of His manner --- of His faith and love --- is critical when
it comes to what or how we “hold fast” and “protect.”  I am keenly aware at
times of the “attitude” I can get when I become defensive.  Whenever I am
“guarding” or “holding fast” to something that does not need to be guarded or
doing so out of my own resourcing, some common characteristics show up.  I can
get irritable, rude, or even downright mean when I am defensive.  All of those
characteristics are patterns of the flesh, and clearly reveal something that is
being done in the flesh.  When Jesus is at work and where His Spirit is
leading, there is faith and love.  His manner comes out and is evident --- not
because we try to be that way, but just because it is who He is and because He
is the one who is working.  What a difference this makes when it comes to
“holding fast” and “guarding.”  If we do this in our own resourcing we become
defensive and exhibit the patterns of the flesh.  But if we completely depend
upon the Holy Spirit who lives in us, we can be about His business of holding
fast what really matters to Him, and He can exhibit His fruit in our lives in
the process.  


Patterns


Not
only does Jesus produce His manner in us, but He also changes our hearts to
care about the things for which He cares.  This is the third element in the
parallel of verses 13 and 14, which guides the “holding fast” and “guarding”
that Paul urges.  Verse 13 is bursting with a remarkable image of what it is that
is so vitally important to God.  “Hold fast the pattern of sound
teaching which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in
Christ Jesus.”  Of course we hear and realize the importance of sound
teaching and doctrine that Paul emphasizes, not only here, but in other places
as well in the pastoral letters.  


“If
anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to wholesome words, even the
words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine that accords with godliness
. . . (1 Timothy 6:3).”  


“For
a time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to
their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for
themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears from the truth, and be
turned aside to fables (2 Timothy 4:3).”


 


“.
. . Holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able,
by sound doctrine, to both exhort and convict those who contradict (Titus
1:9).”


“But
as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine (Titus 2:1).” 



These
pastoral letters (1 and 2 Timothy, Titus) were all toward the end of Paul’s
life.  He realized the crucial importance of sound words and doctrine.  It is
imperative that the truth is passed along, and that it is accurate.  But Paul
emphasizes something more than this in his statement in 2 Timothy 1:13.  The
“sound teaching” which Paul is passing along to Timothy is so much more than
just words.  It is a message and truth that can only be conveyed through life. 
Note that Paul does not only leave Timothy with written words.  It is evident
that they have shared life together.  We know this from the accounts in the
book of Acts and then through the very intimate sharing of these two letters to
Timothy.  Paul has not just taught Timothy doctrine with words; Paul has shared
the truth of the gospel through his life.  He reminds Timothy of that again
here when he says, “which you have heard from me.”  It is not something Timothy
has merely read about; it is something he has heard and seen in person.  The verb
for “heard” can indicate a kind of hearing that includes understanding. 
Timothy has somehow grasped what the gospel is all about through Paul’s
life.  That is the way God has designed the truth of the gospel to be
transmitted.  It is through flesh and blood.  That is why the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us (John 1:14).  It is why Jesus spent the vast majority of His
time with the disciples, and why He sent His Spirit to indwell them (and us). 
The sharing of the gospel and of the passing down of the truth of Christianity
is so much more than the conveying of words. It is the sharing of His life, and
that happens through real people in real life.  


This
sharing of real life together is what discipleship is all about.  It is one
person seeing and experiencing in another person the life of Jesus Christ so
that the follower may know Him and grow more in Him.  This concept is
beautifully expressed in Paul’s use of the term “pattern.”  The Greek
word, upotuposis (long “o” sounds), can be translated as an “outline” or
“pattern.”  One thing it described in ancient times was the outline or pattern
that was laid down on a surface (in red pigment in ancient times) which served
as a guide to the artist who was creating a painting.  This practice has
continued throughout history with various painters, including Michelangelo.  An important realization about this
“outline” or “pattern” is that no one but the artist will know it is there when
the painting is complete.  It still exists underneath, but it is hidden behind
the beauty of the finished painting.  In fact, there would not be many who
would be that interested to see the sketch.  It is the beauty of the painting
that is the main attraction.  I can relate to this concept from watching my
wife’s mother and others who have made their own clothes.  They use a pattern
to make those clothes.  Now, the pattern is not anything very attractive.  From
what I have seen, it is normally made of brown, very thin, flimsy paper that is
simply used as the pattern from which to cut out the material for the clothes. 
In the end, not many people would care to see the pattern.  I have never yet
seen or heard of a fashion show where models come out wearing that brown
paper.  What people care to see is the beautiful finished product.  The pattern
is hidden, and its purpose is only to make clothes.  


That seems to be what discipleship is all about and how
Paul viewed his own life.  He encouraged Timothy to follow the pattern which
Paul’s life had left.  Discipleship is about the life of Jesus being seen and
experienced in the life of one so that someone else can know Him and grow in
Him.  It is never about the discipler.  It is always about the one being
discipled.  The discipler is called to be “hidden” behind the scenes. 
He or she is content to just be the pattern underneath for the “masterpiece”
that God is bringing about in the life of someone else.  As people discipling
others, we may never receive the attention or credit.  We may never been seen,
and may sometimes feel pretty thin and flimsy like that brown paper for those
clothing patterns.  Yet, in the end, there is great joy and God is glorified in
the lives of those disciples around us who have seen and experienced Jesus in
our lives.  I am forever impacted by how Robert Coleman puts this concept in
his book, The Master Plan of Evangelism: 


“Here is where we must begin just like Jesus.  It will be
slow, tedious, painful and probably unnoticed by men at first, but the end
result will be glorious, even if we don’t live to see it.  Seen in this way,
though, it becomes a big decision in the ministry.  One must decide where he
wants his ministry to count --- in the momentary applause of popular
recognition or in the reproduction of his life in a few chosen men who will
carry on his work after he has gone.  Really it is a question of which
generation we are living for (pp. 36-37).”  


Paul goes on in 2 Timothy 1:14 (in the parallel of this
third element) to say more about this process of discipleship:  “That good
thing which was committed to you, keep by the Holy Spirit who dwells in us.”  The
phrase, “That good thing which was committed to you,” expresses something of
great value.  The Greek word for “committed” is literally the word for
“deposit,” which points to something precious.  You deposit something that is
worth a great amount and which you want kept safe.  Furthermore, the word for
“good thing” literally describes something “beautiful.”  It is difficult to
capture the depth of the idea here.  In verse 14, Paul could seem to be describing
something that is a masterpiece.  It is precious, valuable, and beautiful. 
What is it?  What is this precious, beautiful masterpiece?  It is
discipleship:  allowing Jesus to be seen and experienced in our lives so that
someone else can know Him and grow in Him.  That is what really matters to
God.  It is what is precious to Him.  And when we really respond to Jesus in
our lives and surrender to Him, it is what increasingly matters to us as well. 
It does not matter if we are never seen or are hidden behind what He is doing
in the life of another.  What matters is what He is doing in the lives of
others.  


This is what we are to “hold fast” and “guard.”  There are
so many things to which we could give ourselves in this lifetime, many of them
being good.  There are many times I find myself stirred and motivated to give
myself to a pursuit that seems good or beneficial to the kingdom.  Yet, from a
prison cell in his last days, an aged man urges a younger man to stay after the
only thing that matters:  Jesus, and letting Him work through our lives so that
others may know Him and grow in Him.  This is the only thing that matters.  It
is the only thing worth keeping and guarding.  “Don’t let anything interfere
with this, Timothy.”  


What am I guarding with my life?  What is the manner in
which I do it?  Would I allow Jesus to give me His focus and His manner so that
I hold fast to only what matters to Him?


QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION


1.      
What have I tended to “guard” in my
life?  Where am I protective?  Is Jesus speaking anything about that to me now?


2.      
What has been my manner in what I have
guarded?  Do I exhibit more of the flesh or of the Spirit?


3.      
Would I be willing to just be the
hidden “pattern” that God uses in the life of someone else?  Who has He brought
to my life for that purpose at this time?









Lasting Effects


2 Timothy 1:15-18


Isn’t
it often true that the crisis moments of life often prompt us to take a more
careful inventory of things?  Times of death or loss, or the threat of these,
are often the occasions when we look past the more trivial things of life to
the things that matter for eternity.  In the hospital room, we tend not to
worry about some of the things that seemed so crucial just days or weeks
earlier.  A soldier on the front lines can think of life in a way that is
completely different from when he was serving in a civilian life back in the
comforts of home.  A person on death row can begin to see life from a
completely different perspective.  Paul was certainly in that kind of position as
he writes this letter to Timothy, sitting on the equivalent of “death row” in
the Mamertine Prison in Rome.  It is clear from the letter, and from chapter 4
particularly, that he was aware of his days in this world being numbered.  The
end was near.  It was a time of reflection and inventory.  


What
we see at the end of chapter 1 is an example of this kind of reflection.  Paul
is really opening up and letting Timothy into his thoughts and experience ---
to the real heart of who Paul is.  It is honest and transparent, as is so much
the case throughout this letter.  Perhaps Paul was doing this because he needed
to share it --- just to express it to someone he loved so much and who meant so
much to him.  We all need that, don’t we?  Perhaps, though, it was just as much
for Timothy’s sake.  That is, after all, what this letter is about.  It is the
“old man,” as a last act in his life, reaching a loving hand out to his beloved
son in the Lord --- just to encourage the younger.  This was the baton being
handed off, and I can somehow imagine Timothy holding on to this letter for the
rest of his life, still pulling the tattered and torn document out in the
elderly years of his own life.  These words must have been precious, coming
from a spiritual father who loved him and who so demonstrated Jesus.  In
effect, Paul seems to insert verses 15-18 into the end of chapter 1 as a visual
example to Timothy of what he was talking about in this letter.  “Keep the
fire, Timothy; and he is an example of what that looks like.”  Paul easily
could have left off in verse 14 of chapter 1 and gone straight into chapter 2. 
He would not have missed a beat.  So, why verses 15-18 at the end of chapter
1?  It can only be for the reasons we have been considering.  The old man is
sharing from his heart, in his final days or hours.  He is reflecting on life,
and who have been the beloved people that God has used to touch his own life. 
And he desires to pass that on to Timothy so that Timothy can be the same to
others.  By the way, when I strip away all the things in life that will not
matter one hundred years from today, who are the beloved people who have really
touched my life?  Who is being touched by my life?  


Contrast


To
reinforce the point of “keeping the fire,” Paul raises for Timothy two
contrasting examples of behavior from people that they both know well.  The
first is brief, taking only verse 15 to state.  “This you know, that all
those in Asia have turned away from me, among whom are Phygellus and
Hermogenes.”  We know nothing about these men except what this verse tells
us.  This is the only place that Phygellus and Hermogenes are mentioned in the
scriptures.  Some commentators believe that they have been part of a group who
stirred trouble in the church, and perhaps particularly in the church at
Ephesus where Timothy was currently the pastor.  Two others are mentioned in
chapter 2 of this letter, Hymenaeus and Philetus, who “strayed concerning
the truth” and whose “message will spread like cancer.”  Hymenaeus
is only mentioned in one other place, 1 Timothy 1:20, where he is spoken of by
Paul in very serious terms, and is also linked with another man named
Alexander.  Paul mentions an “Alexander the coppersmith” in 2 Timothy 4:14-15
who “did me much harm” and Paul warns Timothy to “beware of him, for
he has greatly resisted our words.”  If the commentators are correct in
assuming that Phygellus and Hermogenes were part of a group which included at
least these five men, then we can imagine what an unholy, troublesome, and
spiritually destructive group they were.  Furthermore, if these men would have
happened to be any part or had any connection with the church at Ephesus, we
can better understand why Timothy needed this letter of encouragement from
Paul!  While we say that with some degree of humor, it is no laughing matter
for anyone who has been a pastor or in spiritual leadership.  Truly such unholy
alliances that do not honor Jesus and are not submissive to teaching can do
horrific damage to any church.  Many local churches have been destroyed by
groups like this, and many more simply exist on life support because of groups
like this that are allowed to remain in the church and even to have influence. 
The essence and spirit of what may have been happening among this possible group
is not only indicated by what was said about Hymenaeus, Philetus, and
Alexander, but also by the word Paul uses in 2 Timothy 1:15 to describe the
activity of Phygellus and Hermogenes, among others:  “This you know, that
all those in Asia have TURNED AWAY from me, among whom are Phygellus and
Hermogenes.”  The verb translated “turned away” paints quite a graphic
picture.  It literally means to turn back or to turn away.  When used in the
passive voice, as it is here, it indicates to turn away “in abhorrence,” which
indicates an adversarial spirit.  In other words, it was not a casual turning
away.  The indication is that Phygellus and Hermogenes almost began to treat
Paul as the enemy.  This tells us that they were probably “with” him at one
time, and yet there was a turning that took place in their lives.  One way this
word was used in ancient times was to indicate how the “beak” of a ship (the
front of the ship that protrudes out) would be “bent back” and be heading the
other way.  It is a complete turning and heading into another direction.  That
is the spirit of what was taking place among Phygellus, Hermogenes, and their
group.  In fact, the word “are” in verse 15 is in the singular, and indicates
that Phygellus and Hermogenes were acting in unison.  They had linked together
and jointly made the decision to treat Paul as the enemy and head in another
direction.  


In
stark contrast, Paul tells Timothy about the activity of a man named
Onesiphorus and this effect that his actions had on Paul’s life.  Onesiphorus
is only mentioned briefly one other place, where Paul mentions his household
again in 2 Timothy 4:19.  All that we can learn from this man’s life is in 2
Timothy 1:16-18.  “The Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, for
he often refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain; but when he arrived in
Rome, he sought me out very zealously and found me.  The Lord grant to him that
he may find mercy from the Lord in that Day --- and you know very well how many
ways he ministered to me at Ephesus.”  Onesiphorus seems to demonstrate the
very things that Paul speaks to Timothy about in this letter.  He was not
ashamed, and he seemed to have joined Paul in his suffering right where Paul
was.  The word “but” at the beginning of verse 17 is the stronger of the Greek
conjunctions for contrast, indicating how far this man was from avoiding Paul
or being ashamed of him and his gospel.  In contrast to being ashamed or
heading in another direction from Paul, Onesiphorus “sought me out very
zealously and found me.”  These words give a powerful sense of this man’s
actions toward and regarding Paul.  The two verbs “sought” and “found” are in
the active voice, which indicates that the subject is responsible for the
action (“the boy hit the ball”).  It tells us that Onesiphorus was actively
engaged in this.  It was no passive activity for him.  Since we know from verse
18 that he had been in or was from Ephesus, we know that he had to come to
Rome.  Did he come to Rome for the very purpose of seeing Paul?  What a journey
that would be.  It is difficult for us in modern times to understand the length
and complexity of travel in ancient days.  It is nearly a thousand miles
directly from Rome to where Ephesus would have been.  Travel would have been
long and hard either by land or by sea, possibly taking weeks.  This all the
more indicates the love and care that Onesiphorus had for Paul if he traveled
from Ephesus to Rome just for this purpose.  In any case, we know that when he
arrived in Rome, he was actively engaged in seeking and finding Paul,
which may not have been an easy task in light of where Paul was being held. 
The Mamertine Prison would have been the equivalent of today’s maximum security
prison.  But we know from the wording that Onesiphorus was driven.  Paul indicates
that he sought him “very zealously.”  Other translations convey this word as
“earnestly.”  It suggests passion and urgency, as when the people “begged
earnestly” for Jesus to come and heal the centurion’s servant in Matthew 7:4. 
Certainly Paul’s situation was life and death, in some ways, as he was awaiting
execution.  Onesiphorus was so tuned in and cared so greatly about him that he
was urgent about seeking Paul and finding him.  When you let that image sink
in, does it sound like anyone?  Is this not the very heart of God Himself?  He
sought us out --- came for us --- before we ever knew Him.  In Jesus, He came
all the way to where we are.  He is earnest, zealous, and passionate about
seeking the lost.  It is because of His deep love for us.  It was this love of
Jesus Christ in Onesiphorus that drove him to seek after Paul.  Paul was not
“lost” spiritually, but he certainly was in a dark place where He needed the
encouragement and would be uplifted to see the love of Jesus demonstrated
through someone toward him.  Do we not all experience this need from time to
time?  Who of us does not need encouragement sometimes?  It does not mean we
are “unspiritual”; it just means we are human.  Who us of does not need to be
touched with the love of Jesus --- that love that comes through a family member
or a brother or sister in Christ?  This is the same way in which He wants to
minister both through each of us and to each of us.  This love of Jesus through
Onesiphorus had a lasting impact on Paul:  one that helped carry him through
the final days of his life.  This brings us to the drastically different
effects of these contrasting styles of life.  


Lasting
effects


It
is obvious in 2 Timothy 1:15-18 that Paul was deeply affected, in opposite
ways, by the lives of Phygellus and Hermogenes versus Onesiphorus.  First,
those who “turned” away in verse 15 left quite a negative effect.  Again, we
don’t know how large this “group” was, or for certain who it included.  We do
have the sense from 2 Timothy that it could have included the five individuals
mentioned earlier, including Phygellus, Hermogenes, Hymenaeus, Philetus, and
Alexander as an “unholy” alliance.  We remember that the way Paul described the
actions of Phygellus and Hermogenes in verse 15 indicates that they were acting
together or in unison.  Their actions seem to personify or somehow represent
the overall character and direction of the group.  While we do not know what
these actions were exactly, we know that they were antagonistic to Paul.  It
was a turning away from Paul and his teaching, and they seemed to be treating
Paul as the enemy.  The deep effect of this on Paul’s heart and mind is
indicated in how he describes the group as a whole in verse 15.   Notice that
he says, “This you know, that all those in Asia have turned away from me.”  The
phrase, “All in Asia” is a fascinating exaggeration.  The reason it has to be
considered an exaggeration is that it cannot be completely true.  The church at
Ephesus, where Timothy was currently the pastor at the time of this writing,
was in the area that would have been called Asia.  It is obvious that “all in
Asia” could not have turned away from Paul, because at least Timothy was still
with him, and Timothy was in Asia!  It is surely true that there were others in
the church at Ephesus who were following Timothy’s leadership and who had not
turned away from Paul, not to mention the other churches in Asia.  Therefore,
why the seemingly wild exaggeration?  Could it be that though everyone had not
turned away, the actions of this group caused Paul to feel that way?  It
does not seem to be a rational statement at all; but perhaps it is a statement
that reflects the emotions of a man who has been deeply hurt.  Isn’t this also
true for all of us?  Who of us has not made something of an overdramatic
statement when we were hurt?  Who of us has not exaggerated when we were deeply
wounded or upset by a situation?  This statement seems to reflect back again on
the actions of the group --- the “unholy” alliance.  Their actions were not
without consequence.  Their turning away had scarred Paul to the point where it
continued to be a fresh and deep hurt for him.  Any pastor who has experienced
a group of people allying against him or her can relate.  Any person who has
been “ganged up” on in any way can relate.  There is a lasting effect.  


On
the other hand, the lasting effects from the life of Onesiphorus are as
different from this as day is from night.  Paul shares in verse 16 how “he
often refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain.”  The term for
“refresh” offers such an inviting picture.  The word describes the kind of
refreshing that comes from being cooled or revived by fresh air.  “Often” means
literally “many times.”  The image is of the presence of Onesiphorus being like
a “breath of fresh air” in Paul’s life over and over again.  Paul also mentions
in verse 18 how Onesiphorus “ministered” to him, which literally means
to “serve.”  What a delightful presence Onesiphorus must have been to the
Apostle Paul.  He urgently sought him out and found him, perhaps even
journeying nearly 1,000 miles to Rome just for that purpose; he served him, and
was a breath of fresh air into a dark and dreary place where Paul was awaiting
execution.  He must have brightened Paul’s day, and, even more, made Paul’s
last days more bearable.  The effect on Paul’s life was obvious.  He almost
lights up when speaking of Onesiphorus.  Our actions have lingering effects,
and Paul’s life was deeply touched by this man.  The other group caused things
to seem worse than they really were, while the life of Onesiphorus brought hope
and refreshing to the life of a brother in need.  It lifted him.  


While
Paul was just sharing honestly from his heart how he felt about these people,
there seems to be purpose in the contrast he presents to Timothy.  It seems to
be an important reminder that each of our lives has lasting effects.  No one is
an “island unto himself.”  Our lives and our actions all make an impact and
leave “ripples” in the ponds of our lives.  Those ripples --- coming from our
attitudes, lifestyles, and actions ---- go out to directly touch those around
us and beyond.  We are all leaving a legacy, whether or not we realize it.  We
all are being remembered in a lasting way, whether positively or not.  Notice
that in each of the cases, whether it be Phygellus and Hermogenes or
Onesiphorus, Paul makes it clear that they are known.  In verse 15 he says:  “THIS
YOU KNOW, that all those in Asia have turned away from me, among whom are
Phygellus and Hermogenes.”  The word for “know” here comes from a knowing
that is a result of seeing.  It is also in the perfect tense, indicating
something that has lasting effects.  In other words, Paul is not telling
Timothy something about which Timothy does not know; he is simply pointing out
to Timothy something that is obvious and which Timothy has seen with his own
eyes.  The “unholy” alliance has been obvious, and their actions have been
leaving ripples for a while.  There is something tragic about the fact that this
is the only time in all of recorded history that the names of Phygellus and
Hermogenes are mentioned.  An internet search on their names only seems to
bring you back to this verse.  It is sad that this is how their names went down
in history, and how they will be remembered for eternity. After all, this is
how they were recorded in God’s Word.  As a side note, it may not mean
anything, but the literal meaning of Phygellus is “fugitive,” and the literal
meaning of Hermogenes is the “offspring of Hermes”, who was the Greek god that
was thought to be always on the run and somewhat mischievous!


On
the other hand, again, Onesiphorus was also known.  Paul says in verse 18:  “and
YOU KNOW very well how many ways he ministered to me at Ephesus.”  The kind
of knowing that Paul uses here is a knowing that comes from intimate
involvement.  Timothy knows about Onesiphorus because he must have been
involved with him up close and personal in Ephesus, or had witnessed his life
up close and personal.  It is very apparent that the life of Onesiphorus was
quite evident there in that church in Ephesus, and what he was for Paul in Rome
was just a continuation of that.  He just always was what he was, no matter
where he was!  We can only imagine, that, because of this, he must have often
refreshed and ministered to many other people as well, both in Ephesus and
everywhere he went.  Perhaps not least of these would be his household that is
mentioned specifically by Paul in verse 16 and then again in the final verses
of this letter.  We can easily imagine that the refreshing ripples from the
life Onesiphorus first touched his own wife, children, family, and servants
before anyone else.  Imagine growing up in such a household, and what a
precious thing that would have been.  What rich and sweet heritage Onesiphorus
left behind.  His life literally means “one who brings profit.”  Yet, whether
or not he left a financial profit, he left the love of Jesus with everyone who
knew him.  As with the others, any search for his name in ancient history only
brings us back to this verse.  He may have not been famous or well known, but
God’s Word records that this is the way he will be known forever.  


Each
of our lives has lasting effects.  We are all leaving a legacy.  The ripples
keep going out from our impact.  How will we be remembered?  What are the
ripples, the legacy, the impact?  


Mercy


There
is one more thought regarding this chapter and the way in which Paul closes
this chapter sharing about Onesiphorus.  Jesus worked through Him to touch Paul’s
life deeply.  This man certainly seemed to be “keeping the flame,” and seemed
to have held the candle for Paul in some of his dark hours in Rome.  That is
surely our call, and part of what Paul wanted to encourage Timothy toward.  The
call is to stay so attentive to Jesus so He can keep the flame in our hearts,
and that we may hold that candle out for one another in the dark hours.  I am
reminded of the one verse of the beautiful song, “The Servant Song.” 


I
will hold the Christ-light for you


In
the night-time of your fear;


I
will hold my hand out to you,


Speak
the peace you long to hear.


Yet,
to be that will require much.  I believe that is why Paul specifically prays in
verse 16 that, “The Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus” and
then again in verse 18 that, “The Lord grant to him that he may find mercy
from the Lord in that Day.”  Mercy is one of those concepts in God’s Word
that I have not considered nearly enough.  It points us to the reality of God’s
compassion and how He treats us with His kindness, gentleness, and tender
care.  Hebrews 4:16 urges us to “come boldly to the throne of grace, that we
may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”  Paul’s prayer
for mercy for Onesiphorus and his household suggests at least two important
things.  First, it tells us that Onesiphorus and his household may have been in
a situation where they needed mercy.  Perhaps they were under threat of
persecution themselves, in a hardship, or facing difficulties.  There is some
discussion that, perhaps, Onesiphorus had already passed away and that is why
Paul prayed for his household, without praying for him specifically, both here
in verse 16 and then again in 4:19.  One could imagine or speculate how
Onesiphorus himself may have been taken into custody or executed as a result of
his close association with Paul.  One personal difficulty I have with the
thought of Onesiphorus already being dead is that Paul does pray for him by
name in verse 18, and I do not believe that praying for the dead is something
consistent with Paul’s other writings or with any of God’s Word.  I do believe
that one thing we can clearly conclude based on these prayers is that
Onesiphorus and his family were in need of mercy, whatever circumstance they
may have been in.  One thing of which this assures us is that being a
Christian, allowing Jesus to keep the fire alive in us, and holding that light
out for others is no easy road.  There can be a temptation to think of ministry
as glorious.  Real ministry in which Jesus just reaches out and touches people
through us is not glorious work.  It is about being the light for people in
dark places, and it is always going to be costly.  It is hard to imagine what
it really must have been like for Onesiphorus to be there for Paul at the
Mamertine Prison, and what it might have cost him.  If we are to offer
ourselves for similar ministry, the kind which holds the Christ-light for
people in the night-time of their fears, it will put us in positions where we
need mercy ourselves.  It is a fascinating dynamic which is a new realization
for me.  Only people who receive the mercy of our Lord can share it with
others; and those who share it with others need Him and His mercy all the more
because of what it will cost them.  


A
second thing that this mercy prayer tells us is that those who are Christ-light
holders are not perfect.  Again, the image of ministry can be of glorious work
done by perfect and glorious people.  How far this is from the truth!  Those
who minister are not “poster” people.  Those who keep the flame of Jesus in
their hearts and hold it out for others are just ordinary, needy people whose
lives are full of challenges.  They don’t have it all together. They are still
growing.  Above all, they are people who realize that they are desperately in
need of Jesus, His grace, and His mercy.  They are people that can’t do this in
their human ability, and who don’t even know how to make it through
themselves.  They are just people who have surrendered, responded, and want Him
to work through them.  Would anyone be willing to let Jesus keep the fire of
His presence burning in his or her heart day and night? Would anyone be willing
to be the one who holds that Christ-light out to others in their darkest
hours?  Would anyone be willing for his or her life to be a refreshing presence
to everyone around them, and let the ripples keep flowing out into an eternal,
godly legacy to be left behind?  May the Lord grant mercy to your household,
and may He grant to you that you may find mercy from the Lord in that Day.  


QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION


1.      
How did God seek me zealously, and whom did He work through to seek me
out?  


2.      
What have been the lasting effects of some of the people in my life who
have reflected Jesus?  What refreshing ripples have I experienced?  


3.      
How is the fire in my own heart these days?  


4.      
Who around me needs the Christ-light held out to them right now?
















The
Servant Song


Brother,
let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you;


Pray
that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too.


 


We
are pilgrims on a journey; we are brothers on the road.


We
are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load.


 


I
will hold the Christ-light for you in the night-time of your fear;


I
will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long to hear.


 


I
will weep when you are weeping; when you laugh, I’ll laugh with you.


I
will share your joy and sorrow till we’ve seen this journey thro’.


 


When
we sing to God in heaven, we shall find such harmony,


Born
of all we’ve known together of Christ’s love and agony.  


 


Brother,
let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you;


Pray
that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too.


 


Words by Richard Gillard


©1977 Scripture in Song 


(adm. by Maranatha! Music, c/o The
Copyright Company, Nashville, TN)
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