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Hearing God Booklet Series
When John Enslow first came on as director of Shulamite Ministries in 1995, he found a basket full of assorted cassettes, some with dates and titles, others not, and few with any significant indication of their origins or relationship to one another. Through the years he undertook the arduous task of piecing together what constitute some of Martha’s most foundational revelations.
We at Shulamite Ministries believe that history will prove Martha Kilpatrick belongs to that rare trickle of saints throughout the ages who truly knew and followed Jesus Christ in unique ways.
The teachings in the Hearing God booklet series, as well as the companion series, Knowing God and Loving God, will challenge believers to the absolute surrender that is foundational to authentic Christianity and to which Martha gives an often piercing voice. Moreover, Martha’s passion for Christ invites all who are willing to know and worship the Lamb and Lord of her very real and earthy, yet heavenly, life.
We hope you are blessed by these booklets. May the Lord grant you His own Spirit of meekness, wisdom and understanding as you seek Him in these pages.
Note: This ebooklet has been reformatted from the original print version to accomodate electronic devices.



The Hidden Life
A Devoted Life
One summer I was studying the book of Colossians and I came to these words in 4.2:
Devote yourselves
to prayer,
keeping alert in it
with an attitude of
thanksgiving.
In the dictionary, the word ‘devoted’ means “to give all” and I realized that we are called to give our life entirely to become a catalyst of God’s presence and will in the world… all energy, all time, all focus to Him.
A life of prayer or a ‘prayer time’ within life? Having a section of your life in which you pray or living a life devoted to constant communion with God… a way-of-life that hears the Father’s plan and births it by vital prayer?
An existence of ceaseless prayer is found only in the Lord Jesus and to enter such a lifestyle of constant communion is simply to ask Him to come and live His own prayer life within you, as Himself.
He gladly will!
He needs such vessels;
He wants close
companions!
Only One Story
The first 30 years of Jesus’ life are secret years, completely shrouded in mystery. Only one occasion of His boyhood has been recorded. Its significance, therefore, is all the more profound.
Jesus at 12, in strange disregard of his parents’ anguish, disappeared from their caravan. For days they frantically searched for the Boy. But young Jesus was not missing, it was Mary and Joseph who were lost.
Did they forget?
Luke 2:46-48
Then, after three days
they found Him in
the temple, sitting in the
midst of the teachers,
both listening to them
and asking questions.
And all who heard Him
were amazed at His
understanding and
His answers.
When they saw Him
they were astonished; and
His mother said to Him,
“Son, why have You
treated us this way?
Behold, Your father and
I have been anxiously
looking for You.”
Jesus refused their natural parental ‘why.’ He tossed back to them His own ‘why?‘ And the Boy’s startling, audacious ‘why’ struck their parental failure to understand
Who He was and
Whose He was.
He said to them (v. 49):
“Why is it that you
were looking for Me?
Did you not know
that I had to be in
My Father’s house?”
He placed on them the burden and responsibility to understand His priority: His life was for and with the Father.
He was the Father’s Boy and in that episode Jesus revealed that He had passed from Boy to Son, from parents to Father, from human approval to God’s pleasure… and His guardians were not His owner.
Jesus, the Son of God,
possessed one loyalty.
One Parent and
One Love.
Guardians only, we parents are, mere watchers of our children’s divine emancipation.
God’s children belong
to the Hidden Life…
Owned. Secluded.
Unseen.
Belonging to Only One
Belong. Your core, your center is about your belonging. You have belonged to God since before the foundation of the world. Yet? You are free.
To whom do you choose to belong? Who owns, rules, claims you? Some thing? A person? Your own self? Everyone lives owned.
No such thing as
independence.
It’s God or… bondage.
There will be no Hidden Life until we belong to our Father God and fight the lone battle (with self) to BE owned by Him alone. No one has the inherent right to capture and keep you, no relative, no parent, no person after the ‘age of your new birth.’ And the worst of all tyrant owners… is Self.
You will have
to fight to be one
who is owned…
and kept secret.
Ask to Love
the Master Owner, then
you WILL belong.
Unlawful owners will always pursue you to take His holy place. There is only one ‘first story’ of our life, just as only one account is told from Jesus’ 30 years of youth, the occasion when He demanded to fulfill His own destiny under God... His real Father, as Possessor, Owner.
When did you become one who is owned, who belongs to your own Creator? When? That is the meaning of your existence, the turning point of your entire destiny, the end of emptiness and the beginning of fullness and nothing past is worth recording.
Whoever opposes that and demands to rule over your soul and body is to be opposed and their ownership rejected.
Luke 2:50 Amplified
But they did not
comprehend what He
was saying to them.
Those closest and dearest will often not be allowed to understand. The Hidden Life is that secluded, guarded by God’s jealous love.
I am God’s, only God’s.
I was bought with a price.
I am not my own.
Hidden in Family
Luke 2:51 Amplified
And He went down
with them and came
to Nazareth and was
[habitually] obedient
to them.
Until He was released by His Owner at the age of 30, He lived mastered by the Father who deigned that He stay with family (four brothers and numerous sisters) living under His guardians, Joseph and Mary.
Just a carpenter… working wood, chiseling stone, in the common village of Nazareth, inside a large family. Within that small enclosure of town and home, God secretly kept and lovingly nurtured... His Son.
Luke 2:52 Amplified
And Jesus increased
in wisdom (in broad
and full understanding)
and in stature and years,
and in favor with
God and man.
Our precious Lord was hidden for 30 years, from family, from humanity, from fame, from the world. When He was sent forth, He was still hidden and only those who had already glimpsed God had eyes to see Him. Even so… now.
Mark 6:3
“Is not this the carpenter,
the son of Mary?”
Jesus’ Hidden Life
The Lord Jesus‘ way of meeting His Father was a very Hidden Life. Alone, remote, and completely private. You could easily miss the constancy of His escape to prayer, so briefly is it mentioned, hidden even in scripture.
Matthew 14:23
He went up on the
mountain by Himself
to pray; and when
it was evening, He
was there alone.
That most essential center of Jesus’ life belonged exclusively to the Father. It was hidden from the disciples and it is hidden from us.
Luke 5:16
Jesus Himself would
often slip away to the
wilderness and pray.
Mark 1:35
In the early morning…
Jesus got up… and went
away to a secluded place,
and was praying there.
Luke 6:12
He spent the whole night
in prayer to God.
John 12:36b
He went away and hid
Himself from them.
We don’t know what happened there in the dark solitude of the night. The disciples were included only once, (perhaps twice), and Jesus never explained His times there.
A Mere Glimpse
We have a small window into Jesus’ private communion with God. One raw occasion, the dramatic agony of Gethsemane: His holy travail of surrender to God’s will... the Deadly Cross.
You will also have your own Gethsemane agony, though not the Cross Jesus faced! His is the only Cross of Redemption, and no one faces that agony except Him. But you will meet your Gethsemane crisis of surrender: death to your dream, the end of your stretched rope, despair of helplessness, and the costly call of your destiny.
Your agony will be to
receive the cup of your
Father’s will and drink it
to the last drop by
surrender and utter
acceptance of HIS choice.
Alone and hidden, you are free to pray with uninhibited heart passion and great fervor of spirit. Flailing and thrashing it out. Cry your loud tears! This is for your God to see, Who alone will grace your struggle!
Hebrews 5:7
In the days of His flesh,
Jesus offered up both
prayers and supplications
with loud crying and
tears to the One who
was able to save Him
from death and He was
heard because of
His piety.
The Amplified says:
[His godly fear, His piety,
in that He shrank
from the horrors of
separation from the bright
presence of the Father].
Agony and ecstasy, passion and tears, hidden from all but the eye of the Only One who understands all and listens for the most raw heart cry.
Mountain Glory
Peter, James, and John, of the twelve disciples, were privileged witnesses of Jesus’ mountaintop life. Only once is it written that the Lord took the three disciples with Him and “went up on the mountain to pray.” It was there they witnessed His transfiguration.
Luke 9:29
And while He was praying,
the appearance of His face
became different, and His
clothing became white
and gleaming.
What wonders are present when the Son meets with the Father! You, too, will meet God’s glory in Christ from your mountain of a Hidden Life. And you will know in this life, a bliss undreamed of.
Children Transformed
Transfigured. This exact word is used for you. And all God’s children!
2 Corinthians 3:18 Amplified
All of us,
as with unveiled face,
[because we] continued
to behold [in the Word
of God] as in a mirror,
the glory of the Lord,
are constantly being
transfigured into His
very own image in
ever increasing splendor
and from one degree
of glory to another;
[for this comes] from
the Lord [Who is]
the Spirit.
We are transfigured, the very same word for Jesus’ blazing appearance. Beholding Him in the Hidden Place, whether in the mountain joy or the valley struggle, is to be changed in basic nature, to become like the One you see.
T. Austin Sparks wrote:
“. . . the children of God have a transfiguration, even as the Lord Jesus had. Ours is a long process; indeed, right from the beginning of our Christian life to its climax, this is what is supposed to be going on with us: we are being ‘transfigured into the same image, from glory to glory.
The Holy Spirit’s supreme and comprehensive object is to reproduce the Lord Jesus, in His character, His personality, His perfected manhood or humanity, in a people.” (Men Whose Eyes Have Seen the King, Ch. 4)
Unveiled Heart
The ‘unveiled face’ is how we gaze at the Lord. We seek Him as the Word. We look away to Him Who is the Author and Finisher of our Faith.
He sees us, but
wonder of wonders,
we see Him!
With no mask,
no pretense, no hiding.
The Hidden Life is living before God with a heart:
Hebrews 4:13 Amplified
“open and exposed,
naked and defenseless
to the eyes of Him with
Whom we have to do.”
Most do not welcome such vulnerability to God... as if we can ever hide from Him! We avoid the dangerous Light that searches and finds us out.
This God of Absolute Reality would rather have your awful truth than your pious pretense. The Hidden Place is the presence of God’s grace and restoration.
And it takes you to the
realm of His glory.
Hidden Ones
To know God’s will
and to be the vessel
through which He
performs it, represents
a life hidden
with God.
This is a principle that when you are willing to love God in obscurity, He can trust you with significance.
Alone to Know
Paul was sent to be alone with the Lord for 3 years and then 14 years in Syria and Cilicia… In his Hidden Life, the man learned firsthand from the mouth of the Christ Himself by His visible appearance, the most profound meaning of the Gospel.
In his Hidden Life, Paul became steward of the greatest mystery of all time, that purpose and reason for which the world and universe, peoples and nations, were all created:
Colossians 1:27
“Christ in you, the
hope of glory.”
Out of the private splendor of his Hidden Life, Paul wrote letters to help all believers see that Christ is now IN you, not merely with you.
In the lonely place of a set-apart life, with your ear to His voice and your eye toward His face, is to absorb a deep, though largely unconscious, understanding of the Most High.
Alone and Not Alone
When God has a special
destiny for a person,
He must hide that one
unto Himself.
David spent solitary years as a shepherd. In that hidden lonely life, he learned the nature and power of God. He learned to commune with the Holy One.
Son of a father who ignored him and brothers who scorned him, David discovered a Father Shepherd in all protection, provision and perfection. The boy knew God’s practical power in life crises.
When David went to supply his brothers on the battlefield, all Israel was trembling before the giant, Goliath, and his screaming intimidation. David said:
1 Samuel 17:32,37
“Let no man’s heart fail
on account of him…
The Lord who delivered me
from the paw of the lion
and the paw of the bear,
He will deliver me from the
hand of this Philistine.”
The Lord enabled David to do what cannot be done. He killed the bear and the lion with his HANDS! In the face of that, Goliath was no threat.
Living in complete obscurity with God’s lively presence, changes take place in you that you will not comprehend.
But when you are thrust
out to be God’s conquerer,
all the confidence and
ability forged in the
hidden adventure,
rise naturally to
the fore.
Joshua, Hidden by God
Just living as His servant, in whatever place He puts you, is to receive the essence of Christ… without realizing it. Today’s hidden struggle is tomorrow’s unimagined victory.
When God wants to form a person for eternal purpose, He hides that one. He seems to put him aside or under or behind.
Joshua was a man hidden behind the great man, Moses. He was called first as a conquering warrior, and later was named minister to Moses... not the rank of servant, but a special relationship of trust.
This first mention of Joshua tells the story:
Exodus 17:10
So Joshua did as
Moses told him.
Joshua never rebelled, never betrayed or disobeyed, and never dishonored his master, Moses.
This was the mark of his life, the hidden man, honoring, defending, and ministering to the Chosen Leader, ever in the background, his life kept out of the spotlight… by God! Joshua is never described and rarely quoted until his promotion. But where Moses went, there was Joshua.
There was one time when Joshua did not go with his leader and that one time speaks volumes about the man’s hidden spiritual nature. Moses would pitch a tent far away from the congregation. It was his meeting place with God.
Exodus 33:7b
Everyone who sought
the Lord would go out
to the tent of meeting which
was outside the camp.
When Moses went to the tent of meeting, the pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the entrance of the tent. When the people back in the camp saw the cloud, they would arise and worship.
Exodus 33:11
Thus the Lord used to speak
to Moses face to face,
just as a man speaks
to his friend.
When Moses returned
to the camp, his servant
Joshua, the son of Nun,
a young man, would not
depart from the tent.
The one companion Moses took with him to the presence of God was not Aaron; it was Joshua. And such was the Presence that Joshua ‘would not depart from the tent’ while Moses returned. Moses could go on, but Joshua couldn’t leave.
Twelve spies went out to scope the Promised Land. Joshua and Caleb said, ‘Great, let’s go.’ The other ten cowered and said, ‘Ooh, those giants, too big. We are too small.’
Joshua knew their
idea of God was too small
and he agonized for
His sake.
Joshua (with Caleb) tore his clothes in grief and begged Israel to believe:
Numbers 14:6-10
“Do not rebel.
The Lord is with us;
do not fear them.”
But all the congregation
said to stone them
with stones.
(paraphrased)
And the Lord came down in wrath and sentenced Israel to 40 years in the wilderness. The ten cowards died of plague. Joshua and Caleb were the only two out of all the thousands saved out of Egypt who actually entered the Promise Land.
The Hidden Story
There is something here not mentioned, not noted, so hidden is its importance!
Joshua who believed, remained the minister of Moses who did not believe. Joshua of greater faith, served the man of lesser faith without protest, rebellion, or resistance.
Joshua subjected himself to the Lord’s sentence on Israel and remained with the people and the leader for 40 tedious years, longing for the Promised Land.
The Lord Himself chose Joshua to lead Israel INTO the land. The man had been watched, known, and and prepared by the Lord, in every step of obedience and sacrifice, giving up his own dream of the Land to remain a servant.
And this astounding word directly from the Lord to Joshua:
Joshua 1:5
No man will be able to
stand before you all
the days of your life.
The one who doesn’t lust to lead, is the only one qualified to do so.
Joshua, broken so deeply in surrender that he had to be commanded and reassured three times:
Be strong and courageous,
do not tremble or be
dismayed, for the Lord
your God is with you
wherever you go.
For that hidden time, 40 wilderness years, Joshua was being groomed as successor and leader, champion and victor… though he never knew it.
Joshua was chosen and destined all along to lead the children of Israel into Canaan, at last into… the land of the man’s promise, faith, and dreams!
By His brilliance of
secret strategy, God trains you
for His delighted surprise.
Your life is headed where
you do-not-know.
The Hidden Christ
But this obscure life of the man, Joshua, hides another, wondrous story. This whole Exodus history was not first about Moses or Israel or Aaron. It was actually the history of Joshua, a clear type of Christ.
Where the people failed,
Joshua succeeded.
Where Israel rebelled,
Joshua surrendered.
Where unbelief prevailed,
Joshua believed God.
It is a completed picture
of the sure conquest
of Jesus Christ,
He Who is so distinct,
so other than our
same ol’ humanity!
Joshua means “he by whom Jehovah saves,” the only man of the Old Testament whose Hebrew name is exactly the same as Jesus’ name in Greek.
We look at the man Joshua and beyond we see Jesus: hidden as an infant in Egypt, concealed in Nazareth, formed by serving, kept in secret, and in God’s good time brought out to be a Leader and Savior, seen and understood to this day by very few.
God often hides
His choice servants, lest
the spotlight of power
blind them.
If you are ordinary, BE ordinary. If you are unknown, know you are known by HIM.
The question is NOT:
Am I useful?
Can I be important?
The question IS:
Are you living in
His Presence?
Christ, the Word
The Lord spoke again to Joshua and gave this secret for success. From that secret we know it was Christ’s key, your key and my key for the prosperity of God’s will and the security of our destiny.
Joshua 1:8 HCSB
This book of instruction
must not depart from
your mouth;
you are to recite it
day and night, so that
you may carefully observe
everything written in it.
For then you will prosper
and succeed in
whatever you do.
The Hidden Life is steeped in scripture and lives by:
Matthew 4:4
“every word that proceeds
out of the mouth
of God.”
James 1:21 Amplified
In a humble (gentle,
modest) spirit
receive and welcome
the Word which implanted and
rooted [in your hearts]
contains the power to
save your souls.
Power from the Presence
Just living as His servant, in whatever place He puts you, is to receive the essence of Him… without realizing it. When you spend time alone with God, His power enters you. You may not see it nor could you measure it.
God gives strength to live in aloneness, satisfied with Only Him. It takes incredible power to be still and live a small life.
Anyone can ‘go.’
Few can wait for
the higher call.
All of the work is on God’s side, all of it. That’s the secret of communion with God. You wait, He prepares. You go, He works.
Just show up as
His intimate friend, and
the Lord will rule you
and your situation.
Hosea 6:3
“Let us press on to know the Lord…
and He will come to us like the spring rain.”
So all of the ministry was on God’s side, and the power, in God’s hands.
“God is in cloudless rest about me,
unchangeable in the satisfaction
of His boundless thoughts.”
J. B. Stoney
The Quiet of Jesus
I love the passage that speaks of Jesus:
Isaiah 42:2
He will not cry out or
raise His voice, nor make
His voice heard
in the street.
A bruised reed He
will not break and a dimly
burning wick He will
not extinguish.
To hear Him… to be in touch with Him, you will learn to drink the hush of God. Or better still, be where that quiet can enter you.
Psalm 46:10 NLT
Be still, and know
that I am God.
Jesus lived in serene detachment without interest in, or conflict with, those earthly kings of power. His world of the Only-Real, was the Hidden Place of God’s presence.
Plow and Sow
God watches us in our common, earthy duty and weighs it on eternal scales. The lazy will not make it.
There is a huge plowing of your own heart and a sowing of the Word into your soul. Grace enables, infuses, and sustains for the work. But there is nothing so vital to God’s purpose as this way of life... time with God in a listening spirit.
Matthew 25:23
You were faithful
with a few things,
I will put you in charge
of many things;
enter into the joy of
your master.
The LORD wants to find a person who will stand before Him, hide in Him and go away from all that is ‘here’ to be with God in unmarked time.
Looking to Him,
learning to hear His voice,
simply staying with Him.
God can use that one to
accomplish His will…
on earth.
The High Power of Prayer
Have you have read the book, Rees Howell, Intercessor? It is a most astounding book about a man of prayer.
At the college he established in England, many began to fervently pray for victory in World War II. This group heard God’s promise and knew God’s will. And they had a victory celebration at the beginning of the war because they believed what they had heard. For them the war victory was accomplished by the promise of God given to them as they prayed and waited for Him. No doubt, people thought them crazy.
But that group of true believers continued to pray and stand before God, and England did win that horrific war, accomplished by hidden prayer.
You win your own war and perhaps your nation’s war by a Hidden Life in the:
Mark 4:11 Amplified
‘secret counsels of God
which are hidden from
the ungodly’
In God’s Company
Experiencing the presence of the Lord depends on the Blood of Christ. Your sin will keep you from God and the Blood will bring you near Him. You will not be able to experience His presence if you have sin. Is it clear to you how to take care of sin? All of it?
Acts 3:19 gives us a precious word and the condition:
Therefore, repent and return,
so that your sins may be
wiped away, in order
that times of refreshing
may come from the
presence of the Lord.
You put every sin under the Blood of Christ. If you must ask His forgiveness a thousand times, then ask His forgiveness a thousand times!
Never be so discouraged with
your failures and weaknesses
that you don’t go and confess,
and enjoy the refreshing
from His presence.
Keep your sin always under
the forgiveness Christ
earned with His Blood.
Because I must live there, I can recite from memory 1 John 1:9:
If we confess our sins,
He is faithful and righteous
to forgive us our sins and
to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
Not only forgiven, but cleansed. Not just in part… but all unrighteousness!
Every shadow
over your conscience…
bring to the Blood
of the Lamb.
This is so simple. You can be in God’s presence so easily. All you have to do is ‘live in the light as He is in the light’ and repent.
Behold
In Psalm 27, David wanted the one thing: to be in God’s presence. That is the one thing he wanted. He wanted to be able to look at Him, gaze at Him, enjoy Him.
Psalm 27:4
One thing I have
asked from the Lord,
that I shall seek:
That I may dwell in the
house of the Lord all
the days of my life,
To behold the beauty
of the Lord and to
meditate in His temple.
In Psalm 16:11, we discover that seeking God’s presence yields great reward.
You will make known
to me the path of life;
In Your presence is
fullness of joy;
In Your right hand there
are pleasures forever.
Three things come from His presence: guidance, fullness of joy, and pleasures forever. All gifts we need, from the presence of the Lord!
Everywhere... God!
In Psalm 139, David discovered something. He discovered that wherever he went, God was there. Even when he was in the despair of hell, he would find God there. Wherever he went, there was God’s presence.
Where can I go
from Your Spirit?
Or where can I flee
from Your presence?
If I ascend to heaven,
You are there; if I make
my bed in Sheol,
behold, You are there.
If I take the wings
of the dawn, if I dwell
in the remotest part
of the sea, even there
Your hand will lead me,
and Your right hand will
lay hold of me. (v 7-12)
If you have experienced this, you know it is true. You may feel so far from God, so defeated, so wretched, yet He will come to you as He did for David.
Walking Hidden
God’s presence is with you
wherever you are:
in your immaturity,
in your failings,
in your stumblings,
in your despairing.
There is only one obstacle to His presence and that is your sin. And that is easily remedied, having been solved in Christ. So then there is nothing to keep you from the presence of God.
When you go for a walk,
walk with Him.
When you go to work,
work with Him.
Be in His presence and
ask Him to teach you
the consciousness of His
presence and He will!
David said, “For unto Thee, Jehovah, Lord, are mine eyes,” (Ps. 141:8, Darby). He purposed never to turn his gaze from God.
Brother Lawrence was always conscious of God’s presence. He knew no difference from his knees in prayer and his washing the pots and pans. God’s presence was as real and precious to him in both places. Brother Lawrence lived the presence of God. It must be said though, that he gave years to attain such focus.
I know that the measure of my life is directly proportionate to how much I stand in His presence, how much I consent as Elijah did, to ‘go away from here and hide by the brook Cherith’ (1 Kings 17:2).
I live on the exact level
of my prayer time.
If I don’t give time to God’s voice, I live in the valley. If I have communion with Him, I live on the mountain. That’s what prayer is: it is being with Him. It is not saying words.
Prayer is not telling
God what to do.
Prayer is being with Him…
aware of Him.
It is consciousness of
the Father that you grow
into by the power of
divine grace.
You bear always within you a secret world, a Hidden Life, all the while you are walking on this earth. And that invisible realm is increasingly more real and alive than the one you see and touch.
As you go, wherever you are, the moment He moves, you stop. The hush of His voice you hear, above the clash around you.
His Keeping
So… be very content with an ordinary life, ordinary duties, common occupations. Be very content. Worth and importance do not lie in what you do; it lies in who HE is and how much you choose to be with Him.
It doesn’t matter how ordinary you are. All of us are ordinary.
James 5:17
Elijah was a man with
a nature like ours...
It matters that you
walk with, stand with,
commune with God in secret.
HE will do things through your life. He will rule this nation through you. He will rule your world through you. That is what He wants to do. He wants to be King and Ruler with you as His instrument.
Will you be one that
stands in His presence?
The Eye of the Storm
Beloved, I really believe this: When you hear this call to ‘go away and hide yourself,’ it will be in the midst of a tremendously busy life.
For you to choose it,
you will have to fight
for it! Pray for it!
When you want this Hidden Life, you will pray for it and you will have the grace to be committed to it. I have talked to many people who say: “But Martha, I cannot live this life you are talking about.”
When I began to live a Hidden Life, I didn’t know it was a lifestyle. It was simply a great need and joy to be in the presence of God, to see and hear Him. At that time I had three children under the age of 5. I worked to make time every single day. I kept our world as simple as possible. I took my solitude where I could.
Thomas Merton wrote:
Solitude is not something you must hope for in the future. Rather, it is a deepening of the present, and unless you look for it in the present, you will never find it (The Sign of Jonas, 262).
God calls us to a Hidden Life though we all live in the swirl of a storm. We seek the calm eye at the center of the storm and learn to live in that place, that Hidden Place.
In the days to come, your spiritual health, your very survival will depend on and be guided in… your Hidden Life.
You have to find
your solitude with God
no matter what your
circumstance, and it
will not be easy.
However, in the struggle
to do so, you will be
committing yourself to
that decision.
There is something about the struggle that brings it about. Now I want to make this high and wonderful, but I also want to make it very easy and accessible to you.
Watch of the Night
As my children grew, I could spend hours during the day with the Lord. But I came to see that the calling of the Hidden Life was to live like Jesus. In His incredibly busy years, Jesus rose early (as was His habit) and made His meeting with God while others slept.
This is the divine pattern
of a Hidden Life.
I tried so hard to rise early. I wanted to; I knew from scripture that it was crucial to spend hours with the Lord before the hurry of the day. And that ‘early morning manna’ is where you eat your fullness of Him. For years I tried, succeeded in many days and failed in countless others.
Finally I released it completely to the Lord and prayed fervently for a long time that He would perform it. I never stopped asking!
Lord, please give me
the power to rise early
with You!
I share this only to help you come to this life, hidden in the night. It is absolutely essential. The Hidden Life requires hours and hours alone with God! But such reward! And it comes by prayer, not human strength.
Gradually, the Holy Spirit took complete control. Now I am awakened very early, every night with rare exceptions. I have a strength that is not of me to awaken fully alert and spend precious time alone with my Lord. By the time a normal day begins, I have spent many hours with my God!
The Holy Spirit has given
the Hidden Life as a
spiritual power, not a
discipline for which I can
take any credit.
He will do the same
for you, in you.
True Disciple
Isaiah 50:4-5
The Lord God has
given Me the tongue
of disciples, that I may know
how to sustain the weary
one with a word.
He awakens Me morning
by morning, He awakens
My ear to listen as
a disciple.
The Lord God has
opened My ear; and I was
not disobedient.
This is the wonder of the early rising. The ‘Me’ in this passage is Christ. Verses 6 & 7 refer clearly to His experiences of the Cross. Isaiah is actually recording the prayer of Christ, speaking the words of Christ and the prophecy of His suffering in detail!
This great passage is
the secret of Christ’s
early mornings with God.
In His humanity, Jesus depended on the LORD God to awaken Him morning by morning and open His ear. Just as we must depend on God for the same! 
We simply let Christ’s indwelling take us to His own Hidden Life of listening.
His obedience to the
early-rising lives
within us!
Such a life to rise early and awake, to spend whole hours in God’s presence, is utterly impossible to human flesh. There must be a divine power that takes control of us by the Spirit.
Mystery of the Trinity
This is the great secret, the most precious hidden meaning of the morning tryst!
The Hidden Life is for
the Son to commune
with His Father... in you!
In your new divine life, you are privileged to be in on that meeting.
John 17:21
…that they may all be
one, even as You, Father,
are in Me and I in You,
that they also may be
in Us, so that the world
may believe that
You sent Me.
Most of the time this union and communion in the Trinity will not be apparent to you consciously, but it is real! You are taken up in the Trinity for a continuous transformation! By Jesus’ prayer that was answered in His resurrection!
In Christ, you have been
made one with the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.
This divine counsel to which we are invited... little you and insignificant me, is for an amazing purpose, stated and prayed for by the Son of God:
“… so that the world
may believe that You
sent Me.”
Therefore it IS! We are “in Us,” the Trinity. Somehow this morning watch is for the world to know Him. This secret meeting is in the heavens, though it seems fully down here. 
Therefore, the early-rising in the heavens is above all the earth; it and reaches far beyond our seeing, to affect the world for Christ!
Such is His urgent desire to have you with Him! Amazing is His mighty power to enable you to hide away with Him in solitude for hours before the day begins! And beyond even this: to be a hidden vessel that impacts the world to believe in the Son.
Inside the Night Watch
I was interviewed once by Sid Roth for his radio broadcast and he asked me “What do you do in all those hours?” I was not prepared for the question and didn’t want to talk about my private night watch. So I just mumbled something like, “I ask, ‘Where are You going this morning, Lord?’ And I go with Him.”
The answer is fine because our communion is spontaneous life, always changing directions. Now I want to give just a little form to the night watch, a simple guide for you.
Sing and Praise
The Psalms call us over and again to sing praises to the Lord. In the night, you can give generous time to enjoying and delighting in the Lord. Such wonderful music is available, in many ways. If you have an instrument, all the better. Your heart will sing in secret all day long, in all your goings!
Psalm 108:1-2 HCSB
I will sing;
I will sing praises with
the whole of my being.
Wake up, harp and lyre!
I will wake up the dawn.
The Manna
Jesus spoke to the Jews about the manna in the wilderness and amazingly states that He was the manna then, and the Living Bread now! To eat the manna is to absorb Christ Himself into you, into your heart and mind.
John 6:51 Amplified
I (Myself) am this
Living Bread that came
down from heaven.
If anyone eats of
this Bread, he will
live forever…
Conversation
The wonder of the early hours is such glorious time without pressure or interruption. You could make a list of your concerns and burdens and lay them before the Lord. Prayer time is conversation since truly there is a dialogue and answers to life flow freely to you. So much of His wisdom and direction just appear in the Bible as you search for His Living Word.
Psalm 5:3 Amplified
In the morning You
hear my voice, O Lord;
in the morning I prepare
[a prayer, a sacrifice] for You
and watch and wait
[for You to speak to my heart].
Contagious Glory
One morning as I was pondering this booklet, I thought, “I want someone else to testify to the early watch, someone who has caught the vision for it.” In just a few minutes I received this note from Julie Wilson:
Before I met you, I heard your interview with Sid Roth where he questioned you about your waking early. Something in me was primed to ‘look’ for that.
You never spoke to me about it as such. You never said it was something I had to do. But I could see the effect of those hours alone in your life; you had His peace and His direction and an actual presence of Him. Somehow you remained encapsulated with Him in some realm all day. I desired to follow you as you followed Him. You told me everything comes by prayer. So I prayed for it.
Honestly, I had no idea what a profound impact that had on my life until the Spirit suddenly showed it to me, just this morning. This habit carried me through a very difficult time at the mission in Mexico where I was being bombarded by Satan every day. In those quiet hours, He could separate for me, lies from truth and light from darkness.
During language school, I simply had nowhere else to go, but to sit on the tile floor in the bathroom. He would faithfully wake me and meet me… and then linger into the day with me.
Sometimes, in weariness, it was little more than simply sitting and looking up at Him, leaning on Him the weight of my confusion. I had no idea how much of HIMSELF He was daily depositing in me to sustain and guide me.
During that time, our language teacher, Tayde, was bitterly opposing Christ and playing out her hurt and revenge on me, offenses that she felt toward missionaries who had abused her people in the past. And I just couldn’t bear it. Morning by morning, I cast my crushing burdens on the Lord and sought literally to drink Him in my desperate need.
Tayde changed on the day her rage and hatred finished me off and I simply “bled” to death before her in tears and did NOT oppose her. I was filled with Christ’s meekness, only gained from His presence that morning. In a short time, Tayde received Christ as Savior and was baptized in a children’s pool in our yard.
The afterglow of
having been with Him
is a heavenly detachment
that puts you in a
different position for
facing life.
Your Fig Tree
Speaking of the Last Days, Micah prophesied:
Micah 4:4
Each of them will sit…
under his fig tree,
with no one to
make them afraid.
Zechariah speaks of the same thing in 3:10. The fig tree was the place where a Hebrew man met alone with his God.
Nathaniel believed instantly when Christ said, “I saw you under the fig tree.”
Jesus was the Messiah, whose presence Nathaniel had just experienced… under the fig tree of his private prayer.
In the Old Testament the Holy Spirit visited individuals only, and others had to learn from them.
The New Testament is the unveiling of the New Everlasting Covenant. This is God’s promise of all He will give apart from anything you must do. No law. It is simply receiving by faith, as a gift, all He has given by promise.
This New Covenant has five aspects. One aspect is the promise that pertains to the Hidden Life:
Hebrews 8:11
And they shall not teach
everyone his fellow citizen,
and everyone his brother,
saying, ‘Know the Lord,’
for all will know Me,
from the least to the
greatest of them.
The Lord Jesus Christ has opened the heavens to us... each one of us! Through His own flesh, He rent the veil between us and the Father and made the way for our continuous, permanent dwelling there with Him.
Hebrews 8:12 Amplified
For I will be merciful and
gracious to their sins
and I will remember
their deeds of
unrighteousness
no more.
This precious, wonderful word from Jude 24:
Now to Him who is
able to keep you from
stumbling, and to make you
stand in the presence of
His glory blameless
with great joy, to the
only God our Savior,
through Jesus Christ
our Lord, be glory, majesty,
dominion and authority
before all time and
now and forever.
This is Who He is and what His great power can do for you, with you. That verse is my prayer and my faith… He is able to keep me from stumbling, even as weak and inept as I am, and cause me, and you, to stand in the presence of His glory, blameless.
Let’s pray:
Oh Father, pour Your great mercy on us! Forgive us for our stupid wanderings, our frivolous activities, our love for useless things and our waste of time that could be spent with You.
Come, Lord! Change and move us. Take control of our lives by the Holy Spirit and be the power (we do not have) to rise, to be, and listen! 
Give us the early morning watch and form a Life Hidden in Your everlasting nearness! For Jesus’ Sake. Amen.
Ephesians 3:20 NLT
All glory to God, who
is able, through His
mighty power at work
within us, to accomplish
infinitely more than we
might ask or think.
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